United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 19 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 171

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2025

No. 30

House of Representatives

The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BOST).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 13, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MIKE BOST

to act as Speaker pro tempore on this day.
MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Blessed are those who fear You, O
Lord, and walk in Your ways. We pray
Your blessings on this day, but it is too
often not You we fear but the mul-
titude of challenges that confront us.

Whether our anxiety is for things po-
litical or personal, changes environ-
mental or emotional, upheaval supposi-
tional or spiritual, we too often find
the uncertainty of our days has
eclipsed our ability to acknowledge or
appreciate Your power and authority
over every aspect of our lives.

Teach us then to walk in Your ways,
to affirm Your majesty over every as-
pect of our lives. Would that we allow,
within our own spirits, Your Holiness
to transform the hostility, Your kind-
ness every cruelty, Your love every
malevolence.

Blessed are those who fear the Lord.
May this day and all the days of our
lives receive Your blessing that the
work of our hands may prosper.

In Your merciful name, we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 13 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from California (Mr.
KHANNA) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KHANNA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to five requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF RICK
DUNLAP

(Mr. HURD of Colorado asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. HURD of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and leg-
acy of a great Coloradan and a true
American patriot, Rick Dunlap.

Rick’s story is one of resilience,
courage, and service. Born into poverty
in Tennessee, he answered the call of
duty at just 18, serving two tours in
Vietnam as a door gunner with the
101st Airborne Division. His heroism
earned him the Bronze Star for valor
and the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, in
recognition of his extraordinary brav-
ery in combat.

Rick’s service didn’t stop when he
left the battlefield. He dedicated nearly
three decades to law enforcement in
Montrose County, rising to sheriff and

leading with integrity,
trust of his community.

Even in retirement, he continued giv-
ing back, volunteering, mentoring,
and, most recently, serving as county
commissioner. Rick was a man who
never stopped serving. He never
stopped caring, and he never stopped
fighting for people around him.

Colorado’s Third District lost a lead-
er, a friend, and a hero. To his beloved
wife, Karen; his sons, Greg, Chad, and
Josh; and all who knew and loved him,
Rick’s impact will not be forgotten.
May he rest in peace.

————
SUPPORTING USAID

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump’s first Defense Secretary,
Jim Mattis, once said: If we don’t fully
fund the State Department and diplo-
macy abroad, I need to buy more am-
munition.

Apparently, Elon Musk, a newly
minted oligarch with $20 billion in gov-
ernment contracts and subsidies, never
heard this warning. Musk’s decision to
shutter USAID, supported by the cur-
rent administration, will make us less
safe.

USAID tracks and prevents global
diseases such as Ebola and malaria
from reaching the U.S. No more.

USAID programs lift people out of
poverty and promote access to justice,
which alleviates the root causes of ter-
rorism. No more.

USAID counters Chinese and Russian
influence by fighting against misin-
formation and offering funds to build.
No more.

For one penny out of every dollar we
pay in taxes, I cannot think of a better
investment to advance America’s secu-
rity. Not long ago, Secretary of State
Rubio said: ‘“‘Foreign aid is not charity.

earning the
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. it is critical to our national secu-
rity.”
Mr. Speaker, he should take his own
advice.

——————

APPLAUDING PRESIDENT TRUMP’S
DECISIVE ACTION

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
plaud President Trump’s decisive eco-
nomic actions that have leveled the
playing field between Hoosier busi-
nesses and the Chinese Communist
Party.

The CCP has taken advantage of
hardworking Hoosiers by engaging in
currency manipulation, undermining
our manufacturing sector, and buying
American farmland in an attempt to
control our agricultural future.

For too long the CCP has used the ex-
change rate of their currency as a dag-
ger to be hidden under the cloak of
what they describe as fair trade prac-
tices. They bought great American
companies like Smithfield and
masqueraded as a friendly neighbor-
hood face, while silently gutting the al-
ready hemorrhaging mom-and-pop
pork operations that are important to
America’s future and food supply.

To top it all off, they tried to deal a
lethal blow to the third largest indus-
try in my State by attempting to pur-
chase Indiana steel mills. Enough is
enough.

Trump has sent a clear message that
America is finished with allowing the
CCP to evade U.S. tariffs. Hoosiers
don’t want the CCP to control our
farmland or our markets. It is time to
change the unacceptable status quo
that has taken hold and put America,
not China, first.

———

SUPPORTING THE FARMERS OF
EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to voice my unwavering
support for the hardworking farmers of
eastern North Carolina who are facing
enormous challenges.

Inflation continues to cast a shadow
over our agriculture community with
input costs such as seeds, fertilizer,
and equipment. In our State, many
farmers have experienced crop losses
resulting from drought conditions and
Hurricane Helene.

It is hard to catch a break as labor
costs continue rising, making it in-
creasingly difficult for farmers to
maintain operations and livelihoods.
We cannot overlook the well-known ef-
fects that tariffs have on our agri-
culture communities. They hurt farm-
ers’ bottom lines and limit market ac-
cess.

Congress must pass a farm bill that
meets the needs of farmers, consumers,
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and rural communities. We must re-
spond not just with our words but with
deeds.

PROTECTING THE CONSUMER
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
let’s be clear about why we have the
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. It is not some fancy agency. They
just simply defend hardworking people.
They are the consumers’ watchdog.

Think about it. We have $21 billion
back in people’s pockets who were
cheated by big banks and corporations
and $360 million recovered for veterans
who were the victims of fraud. Starting
this year, Americans will save $11 bil-
lion a year without bank overdraft
fees.

Republicans are letting the President
and Elon Musk burn it down. For what?
For the banks? For large corporations?
For their billionaire buddies? They
don’t get to pander to working people
while doing the banks’ dirty work.

We must protect the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau. We must
protect the consumer’s watchdog. We
must put people’s pocketbooks over
billionaires and their buddies.

———

CONGRATULATING SANTIAGO CAN-
YON COLLEGE ON 25 YEARS OF
SERVICE

(Mrs. KIM asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate Santiago Canyon College for
25 years of providing quality, afford-
able educational opportunities to stu-
dents across southern California.

Santiago Canyon College in Orange,
in my district, offers one of the largest
community college adult education
programs in California with over 60 ca-
reer training certificates. From nurses
and teachers to accountants and med-
ical assistants, the top-notch appren-
ticeship programs at Santiago Canyon
are helping students of all backgrounds
learn the skills to get jobs and con-
tribute to our communities.

I congratulate Santiago Canyon Col-
lege President Jeannie Kim, faculty,
staff, and students on this outstanding
achievement. I can’t wait to see what
is ahead for the next 25 years.

Go Hawks.

———

SUPPORTING COMMUNITY HEALTH
CENTERS

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, for the uninsured, the work-
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ing poor, Medicaid recipients, and rural
communities, healthcare is hard to
find.

Yet, for 60 years, community health
centers, or CHCs, have cared for people
who would go otherwise unseen and un-
treated.

In Pennsylvania, that is more than 1
million people, including 280,000 chil-
dren, nearly 140,000 seniors, almost
15,000 veterans, and about 14,000 agri-
cultural workers, receiving affordable
and comprehensive care. In my dis-
trict, the community health centers
and dental centers serve four sites in
Barto, Boyertown, Norristown, and
Pottstown.

Some of our most vulnerable, those
with no health insurance, struggling
with addiction or homelessness, have
no hope. Importantly, CHC offers not
just primary care but preventive care,
a critical aspect of our healthcare sys-
tem. Not only is it cost effective, it is
compassionate in giving that hope.

In Pennsylvania, thousands of doc-
tors, nurses, behavioral specialists, and
more show up every day for those most
in need. They are not in it for the
money. They are in it for the love of
neighbor.

PROTECTING CIVIL SERVANTS

(Mr. KHANNA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, not since
Abraham Lincoln suspended habeas
corpus at the height of the Civil War
has a President defied the United
States Supreme Court. Yet, Vice Presi-
dent VANCE has called for President
Trump to fire every civil servant in the
administrative State. When the courts
stop you, Vice President VANCE said, go
like Andrew Jackson did and say the
Court has made its ruling, now try to
enforce it.

Perhaps the Vice President doesn’t
know the history that Andrew Jack-
son’s defiance of the Supreme Court led
to the forcible removal of Native
Americans and the Trail of Tears and
shame for the country. It is black let-
ter law.

Vice President VANCE should go back
to Yale Law School where both of us
studied. Article II has the President
administering the law. Article III has
the Courts saying what the law is. That
has been the bipartisan consensus that
even Richard Nixon understood. It is
dangerous for him to call on the Presi-
dent to defy the Supreme Court.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and refrain from
engaging in personalities toward the
Vice President.

AGENT RAUL GONZALEZ OFFICER
SAFETY ACT

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 5, I call up
the bill (H.R. 35) to impose criminal
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and immigration penalties for inten-
tionally fleeing a pursuing Federal offi-
cer while operating a motor vehicle,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 5, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 35

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as ‘“‘Agent Raul Gon-
zalez Officer Safety Act’.

SEC. 2. CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR EVADING AR-
REST OR DETENTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 2 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§40B. Evading arrest or detention while op-
erating a motor vehicle

‘‘(a) OFFENSE.—A person commits an of-
fense under this section by operating a
motor vehicle within 100 miles of the United
States border while intentionally fleeing
from—

‘(1) a pursuing U.S. Border Patrol agent
acting pursuant to lawful authority; or

‘“(2) any pursuing Federal, State, or local
law enforcement officer who is actively as-
sisting, or under the command of, U.S. Bor-
der Patrol.

“(b) PENALTIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), any person who com-
mits an offense described in subsection (a)
shall be—

““(A) imprisoned for a term of not more
than 2 years;

‘(B) fined under this title; or

‘“(C) subject to the penalties described in
subparagraphs (A) and (B).

‘“(2) SERIOUS BODILY INJURY.—If serious
bodily injury results from the commaission of
an offense described in subsection (a), the
person committing such offense shall be—

‘“(A) imprisoned for a term of not less than
5 years and not more than 20 years;

‘(B) fined under this title; or

‘(C) subject to the penalties described in
subparagraphs (A) and (B).

¢“(3) DEATH.—If the death of any person re-
sults from the commission of an offense de-
scribed in subsection (a), the person commit-
ting such offense shall be—

‘“(A) imprisoned for a term of not less than
10 years and up to life;

‘(B) fined under this title; or

‘(C) subject to the penalties described in
subparagraphs (A) and (B).”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis
for chapter 2 of title 18, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

““40B. Evading arrest or detention while oper-
ating a motor vehicle.”.
SEC. 3. INADMISSIBILITY, DEPORTABILITY, AND
INELIGIBILITY RELATED TO EVAD-
ING ARREST OR DETENTION WHILE
OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE.

(a) INADMISSIBILITY.—Section 212(a)(2) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the
end the following:

‘(J) EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION WHILE
OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE.—Any alien who
has been convicted of, who admits having
committed, or who admits committing acts
which constitute the essential elements of a
violation of section 40B(a) of title 18, United
States Code, is inadmissible.”.

(b) DEPORTABILITY.—Section 237(a)(2) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
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1227(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“(G) EVADING ARREST OR DETENTION WHILE
OPERATING A MOTOR VEHICLE.—Any alien who
has been convicted of, who admits having
committed, or who admits committing acts
which constitute the essential elements of a
violation of section 40B(a) of title 18, United
States Code, is deportable.”.

(¢) INELIGIBILITY FOR RELIEF.—Chapter 2 of
title II of the Immigration and Nationality
Act is amended by inserting after section 208
the following:

“SEC. 208A. INELIGIBILITY FOR RELIEF RELATED
TO EVADING ARREST OR DETEN-
TION WHILE OPERATING A MOTOR
VEHICLE.

‘“Any alien who has been convicted of, who
admits having committed, or who admits
committing acts which constitute the essen-
tial elements of a violation of section 40B(a)
of title 18, United States Code, shall be ineli-
gible for relief under the immigration laws,
including asylum under section 208.”.

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT.

The Attorney General, in conjunction with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall
submit an annual report to the Committee
on the Judiciary of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives that—

(1) identifies the number of people who
committed a violation of section 40B(a) of
title 18, United States Code, as added by sec-
tion 2(a); and

(2) summarizes—

(A) the number of individuals who were
charged with the violation referred to in
paragraph (1);

(B) the number of individuals who were ap-
prehended but not charged with such viola-
tion;

(C) the number of individuals who com-
mitted such violation but were not appre-
hended;

(D) the penalties sought in the charging
documents pertaining to such violation; and

(E) the penalties imposed for such viola-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour, equally
divided and controlled by the majority
leader and minority leader, or their re-
spective designees.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) and the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair now recognizes the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCcCLIN-
TOCK).

0 0915

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material
on H.R. 35.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, one of the great trage-
dies that came of the Democrats’ 4
years of open-border policies was the
number of fatalities of American citi-
zens and law enforcement officers that
were caused by high-speed chases of
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human and drug smugglers and illegal
aliens who poured across our southern
border.

The Democrats’ open-border policies
incentivized and encouraged these
tragedies by creating the conditions
that made these deadly high-speed
chases commonplace.

Just last year, Border Patrol agents
in Eagle Pass told us that in the Del
Rio sector alone, the cartels were mak-
ing $32 million every week from human
smuggling. That is just one sector of
the southwest border.

These policies created an enormous
incentive that emboldened criminals
and cartels and human smugglers and
illegal aliens alike. High-speed chases
with smugglers occurred almost daily
in these border communities, placing
both law enforcement officials and in-
nocent Americans in grave danger.

For example, last year, criminals led
the Texas Department of Public Safety
officers on a high-speed chase outside
of Del Rio as they attempted to smug-
gle half a dozen illegal aliens into the
interior of our country. At least one of
the smugglers himself was a foreign na-
tional from Nicaragua. Amazingly, the
Biden-Harris administration rewarded
this criminal alien with a work author-
ization.

These criminals also smuggle deadly
drugs, like fentanyl, which has
poisoned thousands of Americans.

Roughly 1 month ago, in California, a
high-speed chase ensued after two men
had their car referred for secondary in-
spection at a port of entry. Border Pa-
trol officers ultimately stopped the
men and recovered nearly 5 pounds of
fentanyl. That is enough to kill more
than 100,000 Americans.

At the beginning of the last Con-
gress, Cochise County, Arizona, Sheriff
Mark Dannels, a 38-year veteran of law
enforcement, testified before the House
Judiciary Committee. Sheriff Dannels
told us about a woman named ‘‘Wanda”’
from his county who was killed while
driving to her own 65th birthday party
by an individual who was evading law
enforcement while smuggling illegal
aliens. She had hoped to enjoy some
time at the party with her son, who
was receiving treatment for stage IV
cancer. According to Sheriff Dannels,
the criminal who caused the crash was
smuggling illegal aliens when he fled
from law enforcement officers, blew
through a red light, and crashed into
Wanda’s car, cutting it in half and in-
stantly killing her.

These dangerous car crashes kill our
law enforcement heroes, as well. On
December 7, 2022, Border Patrol Officer
Raul Humberto Gonzalez got up, got
dressed, and he left for work. His fam-
ily would never see him again. He was
killed later that day in Mission, Texas,
doing his job trying to protect our
country. A group of illegal aliens led
him on a high-speed chase that ended
in a fatal wreck that took his life.

Authorities do not have the tools to
fully prosecute and punish these crimi-
nals. Currently the failure to yield to a
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Border Patrol agent or any other law
enforcement officer assisting Border
Patrol is not explicitly criminalized
under Federal law.

At the same time, there are no spe-
cific immigration consequences for for-
eign nationals, including illegal aliens,
who intentionally evade the Border Pa-
trol. In other words, criminals and for-
eign nationals have little incentive not
to evade them.

On November 5, the American people
sent a strong message to the world:
There is only one pathway into the
United States, and that is to obey our
laws.

This bill sends a message that we will
no longer tolerate those who evade our
law enforcement officers who are up-
holding those laws.

H.R. 35 is named in honor and in
memory of Agent Gonzalez. It ensures
that those who endanger border com-
munities and law enforcement officers
by failing to yield to Border Patrol
agents will face meaningful con-
sequences, ensuring these illegal aliens
can be prosecuted and will be ineligible
for immigration relief under our laws.

This legislation also provides esca-
lating criminal penalties if the evasion
results in serious bodily injury or
death to another person.

Last session, this bill passed on a bi-
partisan basis, although 154 of our
Democratic colleagues opposed this
commonsense measure. Taking their
cue, Senate Democrats refused to take
it up last year. That is inexplicable to
me. I don’t understand that.

I hope that today, after Democrats
have had time to reflect on the matter,
especially in light of the decisive ver-
dict of the American people last No-
vember, that more of our Democratic
colleagues will have seen the light and
will join us in protecting the American
people from these dangerous criminals
and cartels and human smugglers.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Arizona Rep-
resentative JUAN CISCOMANI for his
leadership on this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I begin with an urgent
constitutional public service announce-
ment based on millions of calls and
messages that have been flooding Con-
gress.

There is a serial constitutional viola-
tor at large right now in the District of
Columbia whose overall project to dis-
mantle our Constitution and rule of
law is now the target or subject of at
least a dozen different Federal court
temporary restraining orders and pre-
liminary injunctions across the land
and also faces emergency civil actions
in dozens of other courts and jurisdic-
tions.

The suspect has been described as a
very evil individual by Steve Bannon
and has been operating in a clandestine
fashion with a night crew of computer-
hacking juvenile associates, one of
whom goes by the alias of ‘“Big Balls”
and another one they call ‘‘the kid,”
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who has been known to post racist and
anti-Semitic provocations online.

The accelerating spree of constitu-
tional offenses alarming the Nation in-
volves dozens of episodes of computer
fraud and data theft affecting poten-
tially 300 million Americans and esca-
lating threats against congressionally
created Federal agencies serving the
people from the NIH to the National
Weather Service to NOAA to the De-
partment of Justice; public workers;
teachers and students; prosecutors of
cop-assaulting criminals and seditious
conspirators against our government;
FBI agents; and anyone who depends
on Social Security, Medicare, Med-
icaid, or any other computerized public
payment system.

The apparent ringleader of all the
constitutional mayhem is a reported
father of 12, a formerly deportable un-
documented immigrant who worked il-
legally in the country and is appar-
ently part of a loose network of Silicon
Valley billionaires who oppose Amer-
ican constitutional democracy and
openly favor creation of a monarchical
techno-state under their control.

The suspect was seen yesterday in
the vicinity of 1600 Pennsylvania Ave-
nue NW and is known to have been con-
sorting as recently as a few days ago
with a convicted felon from New York.

Described as the richest person in the
world, the suspect is both a govern-
ment contractor with billions of dol-
lars in defense contracts—and we
learned yesterday $400 million slated
from the State Department for some of
his armored Tesla vehicles—and also he
is a part-time government worker
whose many taxpayer-supported busi-
nesses are being investigated, fined, or
sued by numerous Federal agencies, in-
cluding the Department of Transpor-
tation, the National Labor Relations
Board, the Department of Justice, the
Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, and the Securities and Exchange
Commission.

The suspect has allegedly been work-
ing to seize control over several of
these same agencies to shut them
down, which would presumably termi-
nate all of the relevant threatening in-
vestigations.

The public has never received from
the suspect any ethics disclosure forms
required of all Federal workers nor any
conflict of interest waiver to resolve
his glaring conflicts of interest.

The suspect spent his formative
yvears in apartheid South Africa and
has been known to post racist and anti-
Semitic material and to engage in a
Nazi salute in public.

Steve Bannon calls him a truly evil
individual. The ringleader and his asso-
ciates, sometimes called the
Muskovites, have been seen by numer-
ous Federal workers violating the sepa-
ration of powers and the Spending
Clause, usurping the powers of this
body, trampling the civil service laws,
and violating the rights of both his
Federal and corporate workers.

The suspect, his sponsors, and accom-
plices should be considered dangerous
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to the constitutional rights, freedoms,
and institutions of the people as well
as their property, their jobs, and their
livelihoods.

If you know anything about the situ-
ation and you are a Republican Mem-
ber, please get in touch immediately
with the Democrats so we can form a
majority to stop this unprecedented at-
tack on the Constitution and American
law and order before we end up like
apartheid South Africa or Orban’s Hun-
gary or Putin’s Russia.

Now, back to our regularly scheduled
program where we avoid the constitu-
tional crisis overtaking the first and
greatest multiracial, multiethnic con-
stitutional democracy on Earth and in-
stead pass completely redundant, un-
necessary, and sloppily drafted laws
that allow us to vote against immi-
grants, whether documented or un-
documented, as Elon Musk was, with-
out either engaging in comprehensive
immigration reform or fixing the bor-
der.

Now, with this bill, House Repub-
licans are once again seeking to take
political advantage of a horrific crime
by seizing on the death of Agent Gon-
zalez in the performance of his duties,
while doing nothing to make our bor-
der more secure or to repair our broken
immigration system.

Everyone knows, of course, that they
blew up the bipartisan border security
deal that we had at the end of the last
Congress.

H.R. 35 seeks to establish new crimi-
nal and immigration penalties on any-
one—citizens, permanent vresidents,
documented immigrants, or undocu-
mented immigrants—for this offense:
fleeing a Border Patrol agent or a law
enforcement officer who is working
with the Border Patrol.

Fleeing Border Patrol at the border
already carries substantial criminal
and legal penalties under current law.
That is already a crime. Under 18 U.S.
Code 758, whoever flees or evades a
checkpoint operated by the Customs
and Border Protection, or any other
law enforcement agency, in a motor ve-
hicle and flees from Federal, State, or
local law enforcement in excess of the
legal speed limit can be charged with
and convicted of high-speed flight from
an immigration checkpoint.

Furthermore, many decades of pros-
ecution and case law make it perfectly
clear that fleeing law enforcement is a
crime involving moral turpitude for
which a conviction will render a non-
citizen, whether documented or un-
documented, immediately deportable
and inadmissible to the country.

In other words, what they are drag-
ging us through again is already
against the law. If all of it is already a
crime, why do we need another version
of it, except for plainly opportunistic
political purposes.

I know those are the only bills they
have been bringing forward. They have
got no other agenda for the country.
They have handed over the legislative
authority of the Congress of the United
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States to Elon Musk, the fourth branch
of government.

In any event, they want us to pass
again something that is already
against the law. We don’t need it. In
fact, this characteristically poorly
drafted, pile-on bill is so poorly drafted
this time that it could subject not just
undocumented people, not just perma-
nent residents, but American citizens
to prison sentences for conduct that
the vast majority of Americans would
not even recognize as a crime at all and
would not see as a crime.

Now, unlike existing Federal law or
similar State statutes, the bill does not
define what it means to “‘flee.”” In their
haste to get this to the floor, they just
rushed over that element of the crime,
which is of extraordinary interest to
every other jurisdiction and even Con-
gress before when dealing with it.
Leave that aside, it does not even re-
quire evidence of criminal intent, a
guilty mind, what lawyers call mens
rea, the intention to do the evil thing.
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In other words, this bill does not re-
quire a person to know that they are
fleeing Border Patrol in order to be
charged with that crime.

Think about it, Mr. Speaker. It ap-
plies to citizens, not just noncitizens,
and you can be prosecuted and jailed
for fleeing from a Border Patrol that
you didn’t know was Border Patrol.

This is a radical departure from the
prevailing rule in American jurisdic-
tions.

For example, in Maryland—I looked
up my State—the offense of fleeing or
eluding law enforcement requires that
a uniformed officer gives a person a
visual or audible signal to stop and
prominently displays their official
badge or other insignia. If an officer is
not in uniform, Maryland requires that
an officer give a visual or audible sig-
nal to stop while in an officially
marked police vehicle to establish the
necessary mens rea before we put
somebody in prison. Under either cir-
cumstance, a visual or audible signal
can be by hand, voice, emergency light,
or siren.

It is not only blue States like mine
that require evidence that the accused
knew what they were doing was wrong
before convicting them of purposefully
fleeing from law enforcement. That is
the rule almost everywhere.

I am sure the Crime and Federal Gov-
ernment Surveillance Subcommittee
chairman, Mr. BIiGGSs, and the sponsor
of this bill, Mr. CISCOMANI, are aware
that, in Arizona, the offense of unlaw-
ful flight from pursuing law enforce-
ment requires proof that the officer’s
vehicle had markings indicative of an
official police vehicle, evidence that
the driver knew that the vehicle was
an official law enforcement vehicle, or
the defendant must admit knowing
that the vehicle was an official police
vehicle.

In other words, their own State takes
the exact painstaking precautions that
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they just run roughshod over in order
to get this bill, which has not had a
hearing, to the floor of the United
States House of Representatives.

Should a defendant choose to exer-
cise their right to trial by jury, the
trial judge in Arizona would instruct
the jury that they may consider wheth-
er the officer operated their emergency
lights or siren to determine whether
the defendant is guilty of unlawful
flight from an actual pursuing vehicle.

As was stated in the collaborative re-
ports “Without Intent” and ‘“‘Without
Intent Revisited,”” published by The
Heritage Foundation, which is ada-
mant about mens rea, and the National
Association of Criminal Defense Law-
yers, “‘Ensuring that an adequate mens
rea provision is included in statutes
and regulations that create criminal
offenses is critical.”

The Heritage Foundation says that it
is critical to specify that there must be
a culpable or guilty state of mind be-
fore we put people behind bars. It ap-
pears that nearly every State recog-
nized this fact when drafting their
statutes carefully to address the fears
and consequences associated with peo-
ple fleeing law enforcement.

We don’t want people going to jail be-
cause they were simply moving away
from a person they thought was a
criminal who turns out to be, for exam-
ple, an undercover police officer.

As a matter of fact, of the States rep-
resented by the 32 cosponsors of this
legislation, all but two of them specifi-
cally require, at minimum, an audible
or visual signal to stop the vehicle to
prove that there was intentional flight
from a pursuing officer.

Looking at statutes that address
similar conduct in all 50 States, there
are only 6 that do not explicitly re-
quire an order, direction, request, or
signal to stop the vehicle.

Despite this widely accepted ap-
proach to legislative construction, H.R.
35 would allow Donald Trump’s Depart-
ment of Justice to not only convict
noncitizens but citizens of a violation
of this so-called offense and to deport
noncitizens without allowing them
their day in court and without requir-
ing any evidence of any knowledge that
they were actually fleeing a govern-
ment agent.

Without any limiting characteristics,
under this bill, a citizen could be sent
to prison because they did not imme-
diately pull over when hailed by some-
one—for example, a local undercover
officer assisting Border Patrol.

Similarly, in the immigration con-
text, admitting to acts that constitute
this nebulous and vague conduct would
render a green card holder deportable.

The bill applies its criminal immi-
gration penalties even if the law en-
forcement officer is in plain clothes
and is driving an unmarked undercover
vehicle.

There are a lot of good reasons why a
law-abiding citizen or permanent resi-
dent might be wary of pulling over for
an unmarked vehicle. Just last week,

H685

reports emerged of an alarming trend
across the country of rapists, crimi-
nals, or vigilantes pretending to be im-
migration enforcement personnel tar-
geting people whom they thought
might be undocumented in order to
rape them, assault them, harass them,
or what have you.

I saw on TV a case last night of a sex-
ual assailant who accosted a woman
and forcibly assaulted her while pre-
tending to be an ICE agent. I saw that
last night.

Another man, Sean-Michael Johnson,
was arrested for impersonating a law
enforcement officer, along with felony
kidnapping, larceny, and assault and
battery, after he impersonated an ICE
agent and stopped a group of men in
their car because he told them they
were not lawfully present in the coun-
try.

In this environment, Mr. Speaker, it
would be neither unreasonable nor sur-
prising for law-abiding citizens to be
wary of pulling over for an unmarked
car that claims to be working with
Border Patrol. Further, given that the
Trump administration is deputizing
anyone they can to get to aid immigra-
tion enforcement efforts, the number of
officers, both in police clothing and in
unmarked clothing, to whom this law
would apply is staggering.

In backing this bill, our colleagues
want to impose extraordinary criminal
and immigration consequences for not
immediately pulling over when an un-
marked car driven by a total stranger
hails you at a time when criminals, in-
cluding a pardoned January 6 felon, by
the way, are going around imper-
sonating immigration enforcement of-
ficers.

That is a real trend happening now,
and I would love to be convinced it is
not if the gentleman has reason to
think that all of these reports and ar-
rests of people impersonating officers
are wrong.

This is a trend in the country. All of
this is simply to give more power to
target immigrants, which already ex-
ists, just for the purposes of a legisla-
tive show. This is outrageous.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
oppose the legislation, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, my friend argues that
this bill is unnecessary because aliens
who are convicted of fleeing an immi-
gration checkpoint are already remov-
able. That part is correct, but there are
no corresponding grounds for inadmis-
sibility.

This bill fixes that omission. It also
expands the law to someone who is de-
liberately fleeing the Border Patrol not
only from a checkpoint but from any-
where within 100 miles of the border.

This begs the larger question: If, as
the Democrats say, this bill simply re-
states the existing law, then why are
they opposing it?

They say you should prove that the
alien knows that they are evading the
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Border Patrol when they initiate a
high-speed chase through a crowded
neighborhood. He forgets that there are
many, many acts that are themselves
deadly and dangerous that we sanction.
Drunk driving is such an offense. It
doesn’t matter if you intended to kill
somebody when you got behind that
wheel drunk. The behavior itself is
deadly and dangerous and punishable
under law.

Leading a high-speed chase through a
crowded highway is also such an inher-
ently dangerous act, which my friends
on the other side of the aisle, for some
inexplicable reason, want to excuse.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CLINE).

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the
ranking member of the committee has
his talking points today when he wants
to complain about a businessman help-
ing the administration to save tax-
payer dollars, and he is raising
histrionics to a new level by talking
about a constitutional crisis.

Mr. Speaker, we do have the power of
the purse under Article I, but Article
II, when given that money, has a re-
sponsibility for administering it in a
responsible manner. If this administra-
tion is going to grant taxpayer funds
for irresponsible purposes, or if the last
administration granted money to irre-
sponsible recipients, then this adminis-
tration should be able to reconsider
those grants or stop those grants from
occurring and direct the money into a
more appropriate place.

It doesn’t surprise me that the gen-
tleman from suburban Washington,
who has so many Federal employees in
his district, is now worried that we are
going to have a number of Federal em-
ployees who are going to be put out of
work.

Do you know what, Mr. Speaker? We
have too many Federal employees in
this country. It is about time that we
shrink the size and scope of the Federal
Government, and I think that even
though it results in people in suburban
Washington unfortunately having to
seek employment elsewhere, it will
save the taxpayers money and improve
government efficiency for the long
term.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this
bill, the Agent Raul Gonzalez Officer
Safety Act, because, in recent years,
cartels and human smugglers have re-
cruited drivers to transport illegal
aliens from the southwest border fur-
ther into the United States and many
of our communities.

Unsurprisingly, when encountered by
law enforcement and Customs and Bor-
der Protection officials, these drivers
routinely flee, often at high speeds.

Raul Gonzalez was a Border Patrol
agent who was killed in 2022 in a high-
speed chase while pursuing a car filled
with illegal immigrants in Texas. That
same year, there were six Border Pa-
trol agents who died on the job.

A high-speed chase puts agents, first
responders, and innocent bystanders in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

danger. Because these chases happen as
often as daily to multiple times a day,
they take up the bulk of the U.S. mar-
shals’ responses to calls.

This bill provides a Federal criminal
penalty for individuals who inten-
tionally evade Border Patrol agents or
law enforcement officers assisting Bor-
der Patrol and provides for escalating
penalties when evading law enforce-
ment results in serious bodily injury or
death.

The consequences of the Biden-Harris
administration’s open-borders policies
are clear. Now, House Republicans,
along with President Trump, can en-
sure the safety of our communities and
the security of our borders.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I encourage my colleagues to do so, as
well.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, yes, we have hundreds
of thousands of Federal employees who
live in Maryland, and we are very
proud of them. I assume the distin-
guished gentleman from Virginia is
proud of the hundreds of thousands of
Federal employees who live and work
in Virginia, including in Roanoke.
They have constitutional rights just
like other American citizens have.

None of our rights, whether they are
constitutional or in the civil service,
should be trashed by an unelected bil-
lionaire bureaucrat who doesn’t under-
stand our system of government.

As to the merits, the distinguished
gentleman talks about high-speed
chases, which is what most statutes
talk about in the country. This bill—I
don’t know if the gentleman read the
language—doesn’t mention high-speed
chases or any speed at all. It just says
“fleeing.” It is the only statute I could
find in the country that doesn’t define
what ‘‘fleeing’”’ means.

It is a very sloppy bill that has not
had a hearing and that was brought to
the floor for political entertainment
purposes.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the
distinguished gentlewoman from Wash-
ington (Ms. JAYAPAL), who is the rank-
ing member on the Subcommittee on
Immigration Integrity, Security, and
Enforcement.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, do you
remember when candidate Trump said
that, on day one, he would end infla-
tion and bring prices down for Amer-
ican citizens? That is, in fact, the num-
ber one reason he got elected.

Guess what, Mr. Speaker? He has
done nothing on this. Republicans have
spent no time on the floor trying to
bring down prices for average Ameri-
cans. In fact, the data that was just re-
leased yesterday says that prices have
shot up because of many of the pro-
posals that Donald Trump has put for-
ward and the chaos he is inflicting on
the economy.

Are we spending time on that here on
the floor? No. We are wasting time on
yet another attack on all immigrants,
including U.S. citizens.
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Once again, the majority is moving a
bill to expand the Trump administra-
tion’s mass deportation machine and
trample on the core American principle
of due process.

All of these bills that are being put
forward utilize a very simple formula:
first, take laws that are already on the
books about deporting and making in-
admissible to the United States people
who are convicted of committing cer-
tain crimes and fool the American peo-
ple into thinking somehow that is not
already the law; and, second, dan-
gerously expand those laws so that
simply being accused of something or
admitting to something that no one
would reasonably consider being a
crime makes it sufficient to now deport
someone or make him inadmissible
without any due process and without a
fair day in court.

This is terrorizing communities
across the country, and Donald
Trump’s obsession with using every
lever of government to target immi-
grants has undermined our national se-
curity and our safety by forcing Fed-
eral law enforcement officials to aban-
don fighting drug trafficking or human
smuggling and instead focus on arrest-
ing, detaining, and deporting immi-
grants who pose no threat to public
safety. Many of them have lived and
worked in this country for decades.

Already, we have seen the effects on
U.S. citizens, with the unlawful deten-
tion of U.S. citizens, the targeting of
Native Americans, and the arrest of
countless people with no criminal
records.

ICE agents are treating the act of
speaking Spanish as probable cause for
interrogation, and they are revoking
all the crucial and successful legal
pathways put in place by the Biden ad-
ministration, like parole and tem-
porary protected status, including, by
the way, for Venezuelans and Cubans,
who feel Trump’s betrayal deeply.
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This bill follows the same divisive,
deceptive formula. H.R. 35 amends the
Immigration and Nationality Act to
create a new ground of deportability
and inadmissibility for any noncitizen
who admits fleeing from Border Patrol
while operating a motor vehicle,
whether or not they knew it was Bor-
der Patrol that they were fleeing from.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. Just as I
said with the formula, being convicted
of fleeing from Border Patrol or any
law enforcement already makes a per-
son deportable and inadmissible. That
is current law. The key word here is
“‘convicted.”

Remember that when we talk about
deportability, we are also talking
about people who are in the United
States lawfully. Many are green card
holders and have lived in the United
States for decades. If we are going to
deport them, I hope that we would all
agree that they should have basic due
process rights and a day in court, just
like any American would want for
themselves.
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That is why conviction is required
for deportation. Convictions also mean
that law enforcement can focus on the
most serious criminals, not those who
are simply accused and may well be in-
nocent.

Let me also debunk the Republican
argument that admitting to fleeing is
the same as a conviction. That is sim-
ply not true. People may admit to flee-
ing without even knowing that the per-
son chasing them is Border Patrol.

Let me give an example. Let’s say
that a woman is driving alone on a de-
serted road at night. She hears a siren.
She sees an unmarked car behind her
signaling that she should pull over. She
had heard many stories about the men
who prey on solo female drivers by pre-
tending to be law enforcement, so she
slows down and puts on her hazards.
She even calls 911 to confirm that they
have an officer in the area.

They confirm that one of their offi-
cers, who is deputized by CBP, is in the
area, so she pulls over. When the offi-
cer comes up to her window, she says:
I am sorry, Officer. I needed to keep
driving while I confirmed that you
were with law enforcement since you
were in an unmarked car.

That constitutes an admission that
she was intentionally fleeing from law
enforcement. Under this bill, even if
she is a lawful permanent resident who
has been in this country for 10 years or
20 years, she has just rendered herself
deportable. A conviction requirement
importantly ensures that people have
due process and that that essential
context isn’t missed.

Just last week, The Washington Post
reported an uptick in people who are
impersonating immigration enforce-
ment officers to harass and attack peo-
ple they suspect of being undocu-
mented. One North Carolina man
showed a woman a fake badge and told
her that he would deport her if she
didn’t come to a motel and have sex
with him.

He ended up being arrested and
charged with impersonating law en-
forcement, kidnapping, second-degree
forcible rape, and assault. In this envi-
ronment, it is not surprising that peo-
ple keep driving away when unmarked
cars tell them to pull over, claiming to
work with Border Patrol.

U.S. citizens should also be aware of
the fact that the new criminal pen-
alties in this bill would subject U.S.
citizens to draconian mandatory mini-
mums for something as minor as fail-
ing to immediately stop when hailed by
an unmarked police car.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 20 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Washington.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, this bill
applies to anyone within 100 miles of
the border. That is two-thirds of the
population of the United States, cities
like Jacksonville; Charleston; Green
Bay, Wisconsin; Grand Forks, North
Dakota; and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.
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Fear is already pervasive. People are
afraid to go to work and school. Busi-
nesses are hurting. Local economies
and communities and States, from Ne-
braska to Ohio to Texas, are hurting.

Mr. Speaker, this bill plays on fear.

It is cruel. It is unnecessary. It is dan-
gerous for all Americans’ due process
rights. I urge my colleagues to vote
no.”
Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
wonder if the Democrats even listen to
themselves. The gentlewoman just told
us that this bill is simply duplicative
of existing law and, therefore, a farce.
A moment later, the gentlewoman told
us that it is a dangerous expansion of
existing law. I ask them to pick at
least one side or the other and stick to
it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the

gentleman from = Mississippi (Mr.
GUEST).
Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today in support of H.R. 35, legislation
named after Agent Raul Gonzalez, a 38-
year-old father of two, who lost his life
in an ATV accident on December 7,
2022, as he was attempting to appre-
hend a group of immigrants who had
entered the country illegally.

This legislation not only honors the
sacrifice of Agent Gonzalez, but it rein-
forces Republican support to secure our
border.

This legislation helps fulfill the
promise that President Trump made to
the American people to protect those
who protect each of us. This legislation
will protect American communities by
imposing criminal penalties on people
who evade U.S. Border Patrol agents or
other law enforcement agents at our
border.

This legislation will also help protect
the brave men and women who enforce
our border, those who risk their lives
for the mission of keeping us safe and
providing a secure border for all Amer-
icans.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to work
alongside President Trump to make
our country safe for all American citi-
zens. I am proud to support this legis-
lation, and I urge my colleagues to
please vote ‘‘yes’ on H.R. 35.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, just in answer to a cou-
ple of the recent comments that the
good gentleman, the floor manager,
says: How could it be possible that this
bill is both duplicative and wildly ex-
pansive?

Mr. Speaker, it is duplicative of the
actual criminal offense. That already
exists. It is already a crime for some-
body at the border to flee in a high-
speed chase away from an officer. That
is already a crime.

What is expansive is this applies to
citizens. It goes way beyond the border.
It goes all over the country. It doesn’t
define what it means to flee. It doesn’t
require a high-speed chase.

As the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington (Ms. JAYAPAL) was saying, it
can apply to a woman who hears on the
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news, the way I heard last night, that
there is a maniac out there claiming to
be an ICE agent who is attacking
women. She hears about it, and then a
plainclothes officer in an unmarked car
begins to chase her. If she moves away
and stops three or four blocks later,
she is guilty of violating their sloppily
drafted bill.

If Republicans are serious about it,
we should go back and have a real
hearing, and the majority should look
at what States across the country are

doing.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms.
BYNUM).

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues to oppose H.R. 35.

Let’s call this bill what it is: fear-
mongering dressed up as officer safety.

This bill echoes one of the darkest
chapters in our Nation’s history, the
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. Just like
that shameful law, H.R. 35 forces local
authorities and encourages the depu-
tizing of randos to do the Federal Gov-
ernment’s work, punishing them if
they refuse.

Back then, it was hunting down peo-
ple who dared to seek freedom. Today,
it is forcing local police to become Fed-
eral enforcers, which is a violation of
States’ rights.

This bill is duplicative of existing
law. It threatens members of our com-
munity who are here legally and lacks
the surgical precision needed for solid
immigration policy. We need to start
focusing on real solutions for the bor-
der.

I support law enforcement. I support
public safety, but I oppose the Federal
Government overreach that erodes
local control and threatens civil rights.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
continue seeking comprehensive immi-
gration policy reform and to vote ‘‘no”’
on H.R. 35.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ).

Ms. De La CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 35, the Agent Raul Gonzalez Of-
ficer Safety Act, which I am proud to
have co-led with Congressman
CISCOMANTI.

Agent Raul Gonzalez was stationed
in my community of McAllen, Texas,
and was dedicated to protecting the
Rio Grande Valley and, quite frankly,
all of the Nation. In 2022, he tragically
lost his life while pursuing a car full of
illegal immigrants.

By passing this legislation, we can
take critical steps to protect the safety
of law enforcement officers and prevent
this tragedy from ever happening
again.

This bill will make failing to yield to
Border Patrol agents or law enforce-
ment a Federal crime. Further, if any-
one is killed during the apprehension,
it could result in life in prison.

Criminals will think twice before en-
gaging in dangerous and reckless be-
havior like a high-speed chase from
Border Patrol agents.
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Law enforcement officers put their
lives on the line every day to protect
our communities. I am committed to
protecting those who protect us, and I
urge my colleagues to support this bill
in honor of the life and service of a
Texas hero, Agent Raul Gonzalez.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB).

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, here we go
again. We are voting on yet another
bill that just promotes racial profiling.

That is exactly what is happening be-
cause Americans right now who are
Brown or Black or have an accent and
who are American citizens are carrying
passports with them. Why? It is be-
cause we are going to allow the tar-
geting of communities that look like
my district, to police them and to mili-
tarize them.

This bill strips away the right to due
process. We already know that. I think
that many of my colleagues who are
supporting this know that.

This is going to target even legal per-
manent residents. The majority is
going to separate families instantly
without ever allowing anyone to be
able to go to trial or even have a con-
viction. It is absolutely and clearly un-
constitutional.

Everyone in our country has rights,
and I want my residents to hear me say
this again: Everyone has rights, no
matter their status, in the TUnited
States of America.

This is what Republicans want. My
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
want to make racial profiling the law
of the land and make discrimination
the law of the land. That is what my
Republican colleagues want. Repub-
lican Members want to go back to that
kind of militarization and policing of
targeting people who look like my
mother and who look like my neigh-
bors in the 12th Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, I will be very clear,
though. What my colleagues don’t get,
and I want my residents to hear me
when I say this, is that no President—
none—has the power to end constitu-
tional rights, the right to due process;
not one.

Mr. Speaker, this is not about fixing
our immigration system. The dollars
and the people who support measures
like this and the fear-mongering want
a broken immigration system because,
as the ranking member probably
knows, they make money off of our
broken immigration system.

If my colleagues really wanted to ad-
dress it, let’s get to the core issues of
the fact of who is benefiting the most
from not allowing our families and our
loved ones who have been here for dec-
ades and years to be able to have a
pathway to citizenship. It is because
someone benefits from it, and it is un-
fortunate.

Mr. Speaker, Democrats will have
the backs of our immigrant neighbors
and even our American citizens who
feel like they are being targeted by
this law.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I as-
sure the gentlewoman that the inno-
cent victims of these high-speed chases
come from all races and all back-
grounds.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. ONDER).

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 35, the
Agent Raul Gonzalez Officer Safety
Act.

This important legislation would
make it a crime to evade arrest or de-
tention while operating a motor vehi-
cle within 100 miles of the U.S. border.
For aliens, the bill would go a step fur-
ther, making it a deportable offense to
flee from a pursuing Border Patrol
agent.

Our southern border is under attack,
and our Border Patrol agents are on
the front lines. The former administra-
tion depleted Border Patrol resources,
leaving them with an impossible task
that routinely puts them in harm’s
way.

The Border Patrol experienced over
5,700 encounters every day in December
2022, the month that Agent Raul Gon-
zalez was killed while pursuing an ille-
gal alien who was evading arrest.

The following year, the Biden admin-
istration doubled down on its open-bor-
der policies, surging these encounters
to 2.5 million in 2023.

Under President Biden’s so-called
leadership, border wall materials were
sold off, and razor wire was removed.

Under President Trump’s leadership,
we are taking full advantage of our re-
sources to secure the border, and Mex-
ico and Canada have already agreed to
bolster enforcement.

The Trump policies are already work-
ing. Yesterday, The Washington Times
reported what they called a reverse
flow of illegal immigrants streaming
back home after being blocked at
Trump’s border.
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When migrants learn of the new, en-
hanced security measures at the south-
ern border, they are giving up and
going home. Border Patrol agents who
previously encountered as many as
10,000 illegal immigrants in a day are
seeing fewer than 500.

By passing this legislation, we are
showing Border Patrol agents that we
have their backs and that we prioritize
their safety. This bill provides addi-
tional protections for Border Patrol
agents by imposing harsher penalties
for illegal aliens evading arrest at our
border.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. JORDAN), chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee.

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, Demo-
crats have been saying for 2 weeks now,
instead of stopping the stupid spend-
ing, they attack the guy who is expos-
ing the stupid spending. I think we
should maybe get rid of the stupid
spending.
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Trans comic opera in Ireland, Sesame
Street on Iraqi television, I think
maybe we should focus on that. No. No.
No. We can’t do that.

I think this just underscores the fun-
damental difference between the left
and those of us in the Republican
Party, those of us who are conserv-
atives.

The left thinks the bureaucrats are
smarter than we the people. You have
to trust the bureaucracy. You have to
trust the experts in the government. I
would rather trust the people, the 77
million people who elected President
Trump who told us he was systemati-
cally going to go through these agen-
cies and identify dumb things where
taxpayer money is going to. He told us
he was going to do it. The American
people understood it. He got elected,
and now he is carrying out that mis-
sion. Now they are attacking the guy
who President Trump has put in charge
of this effort.

The bureaucrats who decided Big
Bird and Bert and Ernie on Baghdad
TV was a good use of taxpayer money,
can’t question them. We can’t do that.
We can’t question the people in the bu-
reaucracy. We can’t question the
108,000 people who work at the Depart-
ment of the Treasury. No. No. No. They
are smarter than the folks President
Trump has asked to come in and look
at where our tax money is going.

Think about this, the smartest bu-
reaucrat in the history of the world,
Dr. Fauci, the things he told us. We
weren’t allowed to question him for 2
years, and he ran our lives.

Here is the irony: Everything he told
us turned out to be false. He told us the
virus didn’t come from a lab. Yes, it
did. We have agencies now that tell us
that and confirm that. He told us the
vaccinated couldn’t get it. He told us
the vaccinated couldn’t transmit it. He
was wrong on both those counts. He
told us that masks work. He told us 6
feet social distancing was based on
science, but they just made it up.

Here is the kicker: He told us this is
the first virus in history where there
was no such thing as natural immu-
nity. We can’t question him. We have
to trust the bureaucracy. I prefer to
trust the people.

By the way, remember when they
tried to set up a bureaucracy in the
government that was going to tell us
what we were allowed to say? They ac-
tually tried to set up the
Disinformation Governance Board as if
a bunch of Federal bureaucrats can tell
us what we can say, what we can’t say,
what is information, and what is
disinformation. You have to be kidding
me.

I will trust the guy who was elected
by 77 million Americans. I will trust
the Constitution that says: The execu-
tive power shall be vested in a Presi-
dent of the United States.

Do you know why they did that in
the Constitution? Because that is the
guy who puts his name on a ballot and
has to get votes, not the bureaucracy.
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It is not the thousands and thousands
of people who think they are so much
smarter than us regular folks who just
get to vote.

I trust the guy who was elected and
the people he has put in charge of this
effort. He told us he was going to do it.
The American people elected him to do
it. Maybe we should focus on stopping
the stupid spending. After all, we have
a $36 trillion debt.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Ohio.

Mr. JORDAN. Finally, I will just say
this: It is a good bill by a good Member
of our Congress, Mr. CISCOMANI. We
passed it last year. We should pass it
again.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI), the author of
this measure.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. McCLINTOCK for yielding me
time here to talk about this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to rise in
support of my legislation, H.R. 35, the
Agent Raul Gonzalez Officer Safety
Act.

We have heard talk on both sides of
the aisle on the floor on this bill on the
merits of it, and I am very proud to be
supporting this and to actually share a
little bit of the story of how we came
about this bill.

One of my first official meetings that
I had after being elected in ’22 was to
go back to one of my border counties in
Cochise. This meeting happened in
early ’23.

I asked them, if there is one bill that
I could start on immediately, what
would it be? This meeting included law
enforcement, local law enforcement
from the State, from the county, Bor-
der Patrol, and stakeholders. The
unanimous vote and feedback was to
make sure that something like what
happened to Agent Raul Gonzalez never
happened again. The issue we homed in
on dealt with the issue of high-speed
chases and the inability of law enforce-
ment to be able to pull over and punish
those that are fleeing law enforcement
and their failure to yield not being a
Federal crime. This was it.

To all those on the other side of the
aisle here who criticize this bill as say-
ing that it is anti-fill in the blank, this
came from the same people that my
friends on the other side claim that
this is against. This is a bill that came
from the feedback of those that are
highly impacted by this in our border
communities.

It is not only law enforcement that is
suffering and actually being risked in
this kind of activity, it is innocent by-
standers that are hurt by these high-
speed chases that are literally dying in
border communities and being killed
by these pursuits.

The bill is simple: It makes evading
law enforcement within 100 miles of the

The
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border a Federal crime. To me, it is
simply common sense that this should
be a Federal crime. Far too many lives
have been jeopardized and even trag-
ically taken, like I said, at the hands of
bad actors who engage in these high-
speed chases.

If you evade CBP or local law en-
forcement, you clearly don’t have good
intentions. That is obvious. Unfortu-
nately, the current law does not make
this a crime in and of itself. It leaves
the burden of prosecuting these indi-
viduals to our local border commu-
nities, as if they don’t have enough
challenges already with what the pre-
vious administration caused at the bor-
der.

Not only is this bill common sense, it
is crucial and in some cases, even life-
saving.

To quote one of my constituents, he
said: At least once a week there is a
high-speed chase through town that in-
cludes a 15-mile-an-hour school zone.
Do residents need to die to get the at-
tention needed to correct the border
problem?

The sad truth is that some have died,
both law enforcement and innocent ci-
vilians. Law enforcement wants this
bill, Mr. Speaker. Mayors in my border
districts want this bill. My constitu-
ents want this bill, but every opposi-
tion that I have heard from my friends
on the other side is coming from the
same people that stood by as the pre-
vious administration and the White
House caused this border crisis. For-
give me if I am not moved by those ar-
guments. I am moved by the feedback
from those that are on the front lines
of this border crisis.

I consistently hear about the detri-
mental impact that high-speed chases
have in southeastern Arizona and
across the southern border, specifically
in the county that I mentioned earlier,
Cochise County.

This criminal activity is not just re-
served to drug cartels or illegal immi-
grants or smugglers themselves. These
cartels are targeting American citizens
to be those drivers. In most cases,
those drivers happen to be American
citizens, as well.

Yes, this legislation goes beyond just
the illegal immigrants that are driv-
ing. It goes to punish also U.S. citizens
that are engaging in this activity. Any-
one endangering American lives should
be held to account.

This bill is about supporting our law
enforcement communities who deal
with this crisis on a daily basis to stop
the smuggling and trafficking.

In calendar year 2022 and 2023,
Cochise County reports booking 2,884
individuals for border-related crimes,
costing over $9.4 million to that local
community. This is in one county, in
one State. I have seen the toll it takes
firsthand in our communities.

We should be asking ourselves why
these people are fleeing law enforce-
ment. The answer is: These are bad ac-
tors who the cartels want to evade law
enforcement.
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Finally, I will highlight the hero that
this bill is named after.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.
Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I

yield an additional 1 minute to the
gentleman from Arizona.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Agent Raul Gon-
zalez was Killed in 2022 while pursuing
illegal immigrants in Texas. His death
underscores the tragic truth that our
Customs and Border Protection agents
and officers risk their lives every day
to protect our community.

By passing this legislation, we are
showing them that we have their
backs. That is why this bill is sup-
ported by law enforcement groups like
the National Border Patrol Council and
the National Sheriffs’ Association and
many local law enforcement groups in
Arizona, as well.

This bill passed last Congress with
bipartisan support. I hope and encour-
age my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle to support this bill, prioritize bor-
der security, and make our border com-
munities safer.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, the distinguished chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee (Mr.
JORDAN) invites us to believe that we
should just suspend our own interests
in legislative power. We should no
longer defend the laws we have passed,
the programs we have adopted, the
money we have appropriated but that
we should turn it over to the new
fourth branch of government, Elon
Musk, who can do whatever he wants.

Then he wants to also delegate to Mr.
Musk our oversight power. We have an
entire committee chaired by Mr.
COMER. We have our own subcommittee
on Oversight in the Judiciary Com-
mittee, but do they want to have hear-
ings on Big Bird and Ernie and all of
the alleged waste, fraud, and abuse
that Mr. Musk is finding with his untu-
tored, unvetted, juvenile computer
hacker crew?

Come on. Let’s show some institu-
tional self-respect. This is the Congress
of the United States. We are not dele-
gating our power to Elon Musk or any-
body else.

Mr. Speaker, many of our great he-
roes have understood that sloppy legis-
lation undertaken as part of an at-
tempt to whip up anti-immigration
hysteria comes to haunt not just the
immigrant community, of course, but
citizens, too.

This bill is a great example of that
because I don’t know if they meant to
write it this way, but it applies to citi-
zens. It doesn’t require mens rea, so
call the Heritage Foundation about
that. They are opposed to bills like this
that don’t require you prove that peo-
ple have a specific intent to violate the
law and commit a criminal offense. It
doesn’t define what fleeing even means.
It doesn’t require a high-speed chase,
which is what they keep talking about.
That is already against the law in lots
of places.
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It is a sloppy bill that is going to
come back and haunt us if it were ever
to become law, which it won’t.

Thomas Jefferson said during the
1798 Alien and Sedition Acts where peo-
ple were trying to whip up hysteria—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I first am tempted to
address my friend’s obsession with
Elon Musk. The situation is pretty
simple: A new boss takes over and he
brings in an auditor. The auditor calls
in the Democrats and says, I would like
to see your expense account receipts,
and the Democrats go absolutely ber-
serk.

Now, what does that tell you about
what has been going on with our money
all this time?

My experience has been that the
most closely guarded secrets of govern-
ment are not those that are marked
“‘top secret,” they are the secrets that
are embarrassing.

Elon Musk is embarrassing the
Democrats, which is why they have un-
leashed this torrent of invective, vit-
riol, and character assassination upon
him, and why they have spent so much
time today obsessing on Elon Musk
rather than the bill before us to pro-
tect the victims of illegal immigration
that they themselves unleashed upon
our country.

Mr. Speaker, Scott Jennings of CNN
recently wondered aloud: What pos-
sesses the Democrats to constantly
take the 20 percent side of every major
issue, whether it is waste in govern-
ment, men competing in girls’ sports,
crime and homelessness, or, in this
case, border security? They seem in-
stinctively to reject a commonsense
position expressed by 80 percent or
more of the electorate and double down
on the 20 percent or less position taken
only by the lunatic fringe of the rad-
ical left, and they are doing that again
today.
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High-speed chases due to human and
drug smuggling at the border have
claimed the lives of far too many
Americans, including a Border Patrol
agent who was simply trying to protect
his local community. This bill, named
in his memory, makes it a Federal
crime to evade the Border Patrol or
local law enforcement acting in sup-
port of the Border Patrol within 100
miles of the international border.

If you are a foreign national, it
makes a conviction or admission of
such a crime grounds for inadmis-
sibility and removability. If you endan-
ger our local law enforcement officers
or innocent bystanders by initiating a
high-speed chase, we will throw you in
prison for a long time. Then, we will
send you packing when you get out.

I suspect this bill has the support of
well over 80 percent of the American

people, yet once again, the Democrats
oppose it. I suspect most will vote
against it, as they did last year.

The American people have seen this
unfold in this Chamber time and time
again. They clearly understand what is
at stake, and they well understand the
implications to the sovereignty of our
country and to the safety of our com-
munities. Last November, they gave us
the votes to pass this legislation, and
they gave us a President who will sign
it. Let’s get on with it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in op-
position H.R. 35. This bill is a solution that has
already been addressed in law. Right now, the
House of Representatives has important work
to do. The deadline to fund the government is
only one month away, and the price of eggs
is skyrocketing under President Trump. But in-
stead of addressing these problems, Repub-
licans put forward the same messaging bill we
voted on last Congress.

To be clear, fleeing the border patrol al-
ready carries criminal and legal penalties
under current law, and a conviction for fleeing
border patrol already makes a person deport-
able. This bill is poorly written and politicizes
a tragedy. It does nothing to make our border
more secure or fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. Republicans continue to demonstrate
they are not willing to work toward real solu-
tions to bring order to the border and fix our
immigration system.

This is another bill in a series of Republican
slippery-slope immigration bills that erodes the
rights of everyone present in the United
States, including green card holders, students,
temporary workers, DACA recipients, and
even citizens. It attacks due process under the
United States Constitution and targets immi-
grants who are lawfully in the United States. In
H.R. 35, there is no requirement that a noncit-
izen actually be charged by law enforcement,
making a person deportable without even
being convicted of a crime. Our Constitution
holds that in the United States, you are inno-
cent until you are proven guilty. This bill un-
dermines that basic principle.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). All time for debate has ex-
pired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 5, the
previous question is ordered on the bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 264, nays
155, not voting 14, as follows:

[Roll No. 42]

The

YEAS—264
Aderholt Amodei (NV) Bacon
Alford Arrington Baird
Allen Babin Balderson
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Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bishop
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan
Budzinski
Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Case
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DeLauro
Deluzio
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Downing
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Gill (TX)
Gillen
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (TX)
Gonzales, Tony
Gooden
Goodlander
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves
Gray

Green (TN)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell

Bera
Beyer
Bonamici
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Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Hamadeh (AZ)
Harder (CA)
Haridopolos
Harrigan
Harris (MD)
Harris (NC)
Harshbarger
Hern (OK)
Higgins (LA)
Hill (AR)
Hinson
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huizenga
Hurd (CO)
Issa

Jack
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur

Kean
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kennedy (NY)
Kennedy (UT)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley (CA)
Kim

Knott
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Landsman
Langworthy
Latta
Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas

Luna
Luttrell
Lynch

Mace
Mackenzie
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Mannion
Massie

Mast

McCaul
McClain
McClain Delaney
MecClintock
McCormick
McDonald Rivet
McDowell
McGuire
Messmer
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Min
Moolenaar
Moore (AL)
Moore (NC)

NAYS—155

Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)

Moore (UT)
Moore (WV)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Mrvan
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Onder
Owens
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Perez
Perry
Pfluger
Reschenthaler
Riley (NY)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rouzer

Roy

Rulli
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Scalise
Schmidt
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Shreve
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Sorensen
Spartz
Stanton
Stauber
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Stutzman
Suozzi
Sykes
Taylor
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Turner (OH)
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vasquez
Veasey
Vindman
Wagner
Walberg
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Westerman
Whitesides
Wied
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
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Crockett Kelly (IL) Randall
Crow Khanna Raskin
Davis (IL) Krishnamoorthi  Rivas
Dean (PA) Larsen (WA) Ross
DeGette Larson (CT) Ruiz
DelBene Latimer Sanchez
DeSaulnier Lee (PA) Scanlon
Dexter Levin Schakowsky
Dingell Liccardo Schneider
Doggett Lieu Scott (VA)
Elfreth Lofgren Sewell
Escobar Matsui Sherman
Espaillat McBath Simon
Evans (PA) McBride Smith (WA)
Fields McClellan Soto
Figures McCollum Stansbury
Fletcher McGarvey Stevens
Foster McGovern .
Strickland
Foushee Mclver Subramanyam
Frankel, Lois Meeks
Friedman Menendez Swalwell
Frost Meng Takano
Garamendi Mfume Thanedar
Garcia (CA) Moore (WI) Thompson (CA)
Garcla (IL) Morrison Thompson (M)
Garcia (TX) Moulton Tlaib
Goldman (NY)  Nadler Tokuda
Gonzalez, V. Neal Tonko
Green, Al (TX) Neguse Torres (CA)
Hayes Norcross Torres (NY)
Horsford Ocasio-Cortez Trahan
Hoyer Olszewski Tran
Huffman Omar Turner (TX)
Ivey Pallone Underwood
Jackson (IL) Peters Vargas
Jacobs Pingree Velazquez
Jayapal Pocan Wasserman
Jeffries Pou Schultz
Johnson (GA) Pressley Waters
Johnson (TX) Quigley Watson Coleman
Kamlager-Dove Ramirez Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—14
Donalds Kelly (PA) Pettersen
Gomez Leger Fernandez Scott, David
Grijalva Mills Sherrill
Himes Mullin Wilson (FL)
Hunt Pelosi
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Mses. MCCLELLAN and JOHNSON of
Texas changed their vote from ‘‘yea’
to ‘“‘nay.”

Mr. VEASEY changed his vote from
una,yﬂ to uyea.w

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated against:

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | recently
gave birth and am unable to travel to D.C. to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
NAY on Roll Call No. 42.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed a bill of the
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested:

S. 32. An act to clarify where court may be
held for certain district courts in Texas and
California.

———

SUPPORTING ORPHAN WELL
GRANT FLEXIBILITY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support of
my bipartisan bill, the Orphan Well
Grant Flexibility Act. We all know
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that orphaned wells, either unplugged
or improperly plugged, can pose serious
environmental health risks to sur-
rounding communities.

In Pennsylvania alone, there are
more than 27,000 documented aban-
doned and orphan oil gas wells across
the State. This is not just a Pennsyl-
vania issue, however, as abandoned
wells are found across the country.

The Orphan Well Grant Flexibility
Act, which I introduced alongside my
colleague, Congressman DELUZIO from
Pennsylvania, will empower States to
maximize their flexibility when plug-
ging abandoned oil wells and cut red
tape to accelerate environmental reha-
bilitation.

We have many of the resources we
need to plug these wells. It is our job to
ensure they are able to be used for
their intended purpose. I thank Con-
gressman DELUZIO for joining me in
leading this critical effort. I encourage
all my colleagues to support this legis-
lation.

———

UNHOUSED TRAGEDY

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share the words of a mother in Detroit
who today said she was sorry but she
tried. She is talking about the fact
that she was evicted. A mother of five,
she had no choice but to park her
minivan in the parking lot of down-
town Detroit on one of our coldest
nights. She lost two of her children, a
2-year-old and a 9-year-old. They froze
to death in the car.

We know that last year we saw a
record 18 percent rise in homelessness
in our country. Nearly 150,000 children
are unhoused every night. We know,
again, that our country spends trillions
of dollars, though, on weapons and war,
while children freeze to death in our
country.

It is estimated that ending homeless-
ness in our country could cost as little
as $11 billion. The Pentagon spends $12
billion a year on F-35 jets that can’t
even fly in the rain. Our priorities are
fundamentally broken.

I want to tell Ms. Williams we failed
her. She should not be apologizing be-
cause she tried. We are not trying hard
enough here in this institution to pro-
tect her and her children.

HONORING THELMA BAKER

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary life
of Thelma Baker. Thelma is what one
might call a local legend, both in Mis-
soula County where she made her home
and across the Treasure State.

To some, she was known as the owner
and proprietor of the Thunderbird and
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Canyon Motels, to others a great-great-
grandmother. Those are two greats for
the folks keeping track at home.

The Thelma I knew was a tireless ad-
vocate for conservative causes, who
lived a life of dedicated service to her
community, to her State, and to her
country. She was a voting member of
the Montana electoral college since
2000 and was actively involved with
local organizations like the University
of Montana Grizzly Athletic Associa-
tion, Copper Connections, and the Mis-
soula Chamber of Commerce.

Thelma lived the life of a model cit-
izen, and generations of Montanans
will be better off for her devotion to
civic engagement and community in-
volvement.

May her memory be a blessing.

——

GEORGIA’S UNION CITY NAMED
CITY OF CIVILITY

(Mrs. MCBATH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. MCBATH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Union City, Geor-
gia, for being named a City of Civility
by the Georgia Municipal Association.

Union City has adopted a civility res-
olution and a pledge built on active lis-
tening, empathy, and respect for dif-
fering opinions, efforts which, to quote
from their materials: Encourage ‘‘re-
spectful and constructive dialogue’ in
public spaces.

We, this body, must work harder
than ever before to improve our civic
and political discourse. Recalling the
words of President Abraham Lincoln in
his first inaugural address: May we not
let passion break our bonds of affec-
tion, that we be touched by the better
angels of our nature.

I am proud that leaders in my dis-
trict in Georgia are setting this exam-
ple for the entire Nation. I congratu-
late Mayor Williams and the Union
City Council for earning this distin-
guished recognition.

——
GIVING POWER TO PARENTS

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I commend President Trump for his
steps to close down the Department of
Education and to return power back to
the parents. For too long the Depart-
ment of Education has overstepped its
bounds, imposing top-down policies
that have done more harm than good.

Since its creation, this bureaucracy
has grown into a bloated, unaccount-
able institution that prioritizes Fed-
eral control over the actual needs of
our children. It has drained billions of
taxpayer dollars, while delivering little
in the way of education. Sadly, we have
declining test scores, a one-size-fits-all
curriculum, and policies that have
often placed ideology over learning.
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It is time to recognize that the Fed-
eral Government does not know what
is best for our sons and daughters. De-
cisions about education should be made
at the State and local level by those
who are closest to the students, not by
bureaucrats in Washington. Elimi-
nating the Department of Education
isn’t radical. It is common sense.

I thank President Trump for stand-
ing up for all the parents and students
across this Nation.

RECOGNIZING THE INSPIRATIONAL
WORK OF LEAP YOUTH ALLIANCE

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the inspirational
work of the LEAP Youth Alliance in
my district.

LEAP stands for leadership, edu-
cation, advocacy, and prevention. This
coalition of teens works to educate
their friends and peers about how to
lead healthy, happy, and substance-free
lives. Today’s teens confront higher
rates of anxiety, depression, and other
mental health challenges than previous
generations, leading some to use e-
cigarettes, alcohol, and other harmful
substances in order to cope.

It is a disturbing trend, and we must
work together, using every tool in our
toolbox to reverse it. As a leader in the
Congressional Mental Health Caucus, I
am working to find solutions and pass
legislation that will break the stigma
and make healthcare more affordable
and accessible for our youth, but I can-
not do it alone.

That is why I was honored to meet
with members of LEAP in my D.C. of-
fice where I learned more about how
they lead by example and encourage
their peers to take control of their
lives and health. I am so proud of these
young changemakers who truly make a
difference in our community.

They will keep up the good work, and
I look forward to partnering with them
to raise awareness and connect teens
with the mental health care and re-
sources they need to thrive.

HOLDING ILLEGAL ALIENS
ACCOUNTABLE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, too many Americans
have lost their lives due to illegal
aliens engaging in high-speed chases.

This week highlights the Agent Raul
Gonzalez Officer Safety Act led by Con-
gressman JUAN CISCOMANI. This bill
creates criminal offenses when driving
a vehicle within 100 miles of the south-
ern border, while fleeing from Border
Patrol. Consequences include severe
jail time with prohibition from receiv-
ing legal status.
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Under the leadership of President
Trump, Republicans are sending a clear
message. When Americans are at risk,
they will be protected.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
Americans at risk of more 9/11 attacks
imminent, as warned by the FBI.
Trump is reinstituting laws to protect
American families with peace through
strength.

The world is inspired by the patriots
demonstrating in Tbilisi, Republic of
Georgia for fair and free elections. Le-
gitimate President Salome
Zourabichvili is tireless for the people
of Georgia opposing the rigged elec-
tions for President in Georgia.

——
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HARMFUL ACTIONS BY ELON
MUSK

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today because a billionaire with
unchecked power is calling the shots in
our government.

I am outraged that President Trump
is enabling this unelected billionaire
donor Musk to wreak havoc on our
Federal workers, dismantle critical
Federal agencies, and even gain access
to the personal data of millions of
Americans without any vetting, secu-
rity clearance, or congressional ap-
proval.

The richest man in the world should
not have access to our payment sys-
tems for him to decide whether you
should or should not receive payments
such as Social Security benefits or
Medicaid.

For the past few weeks, my office has
been flooded with messages from con-
cerned constituents wondering about
the impact that Trump and Musk’s ac-
tions will have on their lives.

While Republicans and Trump look
with a blind eye, Musk exploits the
system for his own benefit. I refuse to
stay silent. Billionaires like him may
think they can buy our democracy,
but, we, the people, will fight back.

———
PUSH FOR TRANSPARENCY

(Mr. HARIDOPOLOS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
come from the great State of Florida,
and we believe in government and
spending in the sunshine.

As a leader in the Florida Senate, we
created a website that allowed for
every dollar to be seen how it is spent,
how every contract is spent, not just
for government officials. Every Flo-
ridian, every American, can look at
how their dollars are being spent. They
deserve to know. They are the ones
who earn the money to pay those taxes.
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It is an American issue, especially
considering the fact that our prices
have gone up over the last 4 years by 20
and 30 percent, and they are hearing
about these nefarious acts in which,
let’s just say, money is spent on ques-
tionable items, to be generous.

We must continue to fight for trans-
parency to make sure every tax dollar
is spent in a wise fashion. More impor-
tantly, Americans deserve to know
with a website that shows everyone
where those dollars are spent.

————
SECURING ARTICLE I AUTHORITY

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 7, Members of the United States
House of Representatives were denied
access to the Department of Education.
In recent weeks, Members have also
been denied access to other Federal
agencies, including USAID, the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, and the EPA.

Members of Congress are a branch of
the Federal Government and should be
allowed to legally access Federal build-
ings. Through Article I of the Constitu-
tion, we are a co-equal partner and
have the same authority to check and
balance the other branches.

I introduced the All Access Act, with
44 of my colleagues, to ensure Members
of Congress have access to Federal
buildings upon showing a valid Member
ID. Even Republicans should agree that
this separation of power should be pro-
tected.

I ask my colleagues to join me in se-
curing our Article I authority and pro-
tecting the ability to do our jobs that
we were elected to do.

————
HONORING GREG PARKER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Greg Parker, a
visionary leader and dedicated philan-
thropist, as he celebrates 50 years as
CEO of Parker’s Kitchen.

Mr. Parker went from operating a
single store in Midway, Georgia, to
running a thriving business with near-
ly 100 locations, embodying the spirit
of hard work, innovation, and commu-
nity service.

In 1975, he opened his first store,
working every role from pumping gas
to cooking food. He built Parker’s
Kitchen into a household name across
Georgia and South Carolina. Even
today, he remains hands on, stocking
shelves and engaging with customers.

Mr. Parker pioneered a customer loy-
alty program that has saved customers
millions in credit card fees. He also in-
troduced an Al-powered smart kitchen
to improve efficiency and reduce waste.

The Parker’s Community Fund fo-
cuses on four key pillars: healthcare,
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hunger, supporting heroes, and edu-
cation. This foundation has donated $30
million in the last 8 years to support
these pillars.

As Greg Parker steps down as CEO,
his focus shifts toward philanthropy.
His aim is to grow the Parker’s Com-
munity Fund to $100 million and con-
tinue prioritizing giving back,
strengthening communities, and spend-
ing time with loved ones.

Greg Parker’s success is not meas-
ured by stores built or revenue earned,
but by the lives he has touched and the
communities he has strengthened.

————
SUPPORTING MILITARY FAMILIES

(Mr. VINDMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VINDMAN. Mr. Speaker, today,
we celebrate a victory for military
families. After introducing my bipar-
tisan Support Military Families Act,
the administration has heeded our call
and granted an exemption to the re-
turn to in-person work order.

This is a massive win for patriotic
military families who all serve to-
gether, ensuring that they have flexi-
bility, stability, and the support they
deserve. When we strengthen military
families, we strengthen our national
security.

I am grateful to the bipartisan group
of legislators who stood with me, and I
will give a special shout-out to my col-
leagues from the Commonwealth, Con-
gressman ROB WITTMAN and Congress-
woman JENNIFER KIGGANS, for their
support in getting this across the fin-
ish line.

When we work together, we deliver
results. Today, we did just that for our
military families.

———

FIGHTING TO SECURE OUR
BORDER

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, before
President Trump was elected, there
were an average of 3,430 illegal immi-
grant crossings per day. Today, under
President Trump, that number has
dropped 126 per day.

Despite this decrease, the threat
from illegal immigration has not evap-
orated. H.R. 35, the Agent Raul Gon-
zalez Officer Safety Act, passed just a
few minutes ago, gives law enforce-
ment authorities the necessary tools to
fully penalize criminals who inten-
tionally evade border security agents.

Penalties include jail time and a per-
manent ban on obtaining legal status.
This legislation does send a clear mes-
sage to cartels and traffickers: If you
endanger Americans lives, we will hold
you accountable.

The American people have had
enough. We will no longer tolerate law-
lessness and policies that put criminals
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ahead of citizens. We won’t stop fight-
ing to secure our border, stop illegal
drugs and human trafficking, and pro-
tecting our communities.

PROTECTING EDUCATION IN
AMERICA

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because Oregon’s children don’t
have access to all the tools they need
to succeed, and that is unacceptable.

Now, Elon Musk is threatening to
eliminate the Department of Edu-
cation. That would leave millions of
students without resources they rely
on; end financial aid programs, making
higher education more expensive; and
leave rural schools behind. As the mom
of a kid with disabilities, I know they
aren’t getting all the funding that they
need in their classrooms to thrive.

I would like anybody to tell me how
this is helping our kids and how it is
going to make us competitive in a
global economy. How is this going to
make life better for anyone? I know
they can’t.

If Musk and the Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency are trying to make
the government more efficient by giv-
ing tax breaks to the rich at the ex-
pense of our schools and our children,
to that we say: No thanks.

————

RECOGNIZING VINCENT TAYLOR

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, if
I were to ask you what you had for
lunch last Wednesday, chances are you
would struggle to remember. If I were
to ask you who your favorite teacher
was from 40 years ago, you would know
instantly.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to celebrate
one of those unforgettable teachers,
Mr. Vincent Taylor from Cedar Hills
Elementary School in Jacksonville,
Florida, on being named the 2025 Duval
County Teacher of the Year.

For 27 years, Mr. Taylor has been a
guiding force in Duval County Public
Schools, inspiring students as a teach-
er and math coach.

His impact extends beyond the class-
room. Through his mentorship, profes-
sional development work and—how
about this—10 professional books pub-
lished, including ‘‘If Instruction Isn’t
Engaging, I Quit!”’

Though he once envisioned a dif-
ferent career, Mr. Speaker, his path to
teaching is a gift to our students and
our community.

Today, we celebrate Mr. Taylor’s un-
forgettable dedication and thank him
for shaping the future one student at a
time.
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GREAT BILLIONAIRE TAKEOVER

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it has been
another week of the attempted great
billionaire takeover of our Federal
Government, being led by DOGE, which
actually stands for destruction of gov-
ernment by Elon.

They have shut down the agency pro-
tecting Americans from fraud and pred-
atory lending. They are gutting fund-
ing for medical research. They are tar-
geting at-risk and special education
programs, all without a single vote
from Congress.

Where do we go from here?

I know some Republicans support
these objectives. I get it, but this is not
the way. Congress must act. The Con-
stitution requires it.

Our Founders were clear, but too
many in this body are looking the
other way, fearing political backlash.
Our system of government only works
if we all do our jobs. This isn’t about
left or right.

To my friends across the aisle, I ask:
Would they want a future Democratic
President to act without guardrails, to
act without any checks or balances?
The situation they are allowing is dan-
gerous. The choices we make now will
shape our Nation for generations. They
should do better.

HONORING BOBBY TYNER

(Mr. FRY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the life of Bobby Tyner, who
passed away peacefully at his home in
Surfside Beach, South Carolina, this
week.

Bobby was a faithful steward of the
Palmetto State and dutifully served
our country as an engineer in the U.S.
Army.

Following his service, Bobby became
an advocate for those impacted by
Agent Orange chemical exposure dur-
ing the Vietnam war, helping to share
the stories of veterans and their loved
ones and advocate for good public pol-
icy.

Our country would not be where it is
today without the sacrifices of Bobby
and men and women like him serving
on the front lines to ensure our Na-
tion’s freedom.

South Carolina’s Seventh District
will certainly miss Bobby. We will miss
his grit. We will miss his passion. We
will miss his humor. We will forever
cherish the lives he touched as a hus-
band, a father, and a veteran.

—————

CONTRIBUTIONS OF DREAMERS

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to remind my colleagues who
Dreamers are. Dreamers and DACA re-
cipients came to this country as young
children by no fault of their own. They
follow the law and pay taxes. They are
nurses, teachers, police officers, and
police chiefs.

There are Dreamers like Dr. Oliver
Lopez, a professor of mathematics at
Chapman University in my district.
What America needs are more STEM
degrees. What America needs are more
STEM instructors. We need more peo-
ple like Dr. Oliver Lopez.

Dreamers are also people like Officer
Mitchell Soto-Rodriguez, a police offi-
cer in Blue Island, Illinois. She
dreamed of being a police officer all her
life. She achieved her dream because of
DACA.

Officer Soto-Rodriguez and Dr. Lopez
are essential pillars of our community.
They are Dreamers, and they deserve
an opportunity to earn the American
Dream.

——
O 1115

STOP FEDERAL OVERREACH

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, in one
of the many eleventh-hour actions by
the Biden administration, the EPA
handed California unprecedented power
to enforce extreme vehicle regulations,
giving them the green light to ban new
gas-powered cars by 2035 and impose
crushing new emissions standards on
heavy-duty trucks, and also using the
ever-increasing price of fuel to price
people out of being able to drive or into
these vehicles they don’t want to be in.

This wasn’t about cooperative fed-
eralism. It was about one State backed
by Washington, D.C. bureaucrats forc-
ing its agenda on the rest of the coun-
try.

The EPA’s waivers let California dic-
tate the future of the auto and truck-
ing industries, driving up costs for reg-
ular consumers, squeezing small busi-
nesses, and putting even more strain
on an already struggling supply chain,
at the same time that they are now
trying to put in a high-speed rail sys-
tem whose costs quadrupled what they
told the taxpayers just 15 years ago.

Instead of letting Congress weigh in,
the Biden EPA let California call the
shots for everyone across the country,
bypassing the legislative process we
hear so much complaining about here,
and pushing policies that could force
everyday Americans to pay more and
get less for their hard-earned money.

That is not how this country is sup-
posed to work. We are about having
choice, choice of automobiles, choice of
trucks, and what have you.

This Federal overreach needs to be
stopped.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JOSEPH BERNAL

(Mr. CASTRO of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to honor the life and legacy of Dr.
Joseph Bernal, a veteran, educator, and
pillar of San Antonio and Texas poli-
tics who passed away on January 25.

Born on San Antonio’s westside dur-
ing the Great Depression, Dr. Bernal
graduated from Lanier High School be-
fore enlisting in the U.S. Army where
he supported postwar reconstruction
efforts in Japan.

Upon his return to San Antonio, he
earned a bachelor’s degree through the
GI Bill, which was soon followed by a
master’s degree and a Ph.D.

As a young teacher, he witnessed the
grave inequities facing Hispanic stu-
dents, an experience that would lead
him to elected office in the Texas Leg-
islature and the State Board of Edu-
cation, where he fought to repeal laws
that banned speaking Spanish in public
schools, championed the State’s first
bilingual education law, and led efforts
to create the University of Texas at
San Antonio and the UT Health
Science Center.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to celebrate
the life and service of a trailblazer who
will be long remembered in my home-
town and across the State of Texas.

———

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE
AMERICAN FAMILY

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I have
already spoken on the very significant
hearing we had in the subcommittee
regarding what is normally called wel-
fare on Tuesday. There is another point
I would like to make.

In that hearing, it came out that,
while it varies from couple to couple,
there are about 90 programs which
largely make up the welfare safety net,
which if somebody were to get married,
a single parent would get married to
someone with an income, they would
lose the benefits of those programs.

We heard testimony from Robert
Rector that you could easily come up
with hypotheticals in which someone
would lose $28,000 if getting married.

In the 1950s in this country, the rate
of children born without a mother and
father at home was only 4 percent. We
are now at 42 percent. This didn’t hap-
pen by mistake. It is something that
the radical feminists and the Marxists
have always wanted: the destruction of
the American family, particularly not
having a man in the American family.

As we work our way through the
budget process and reconciliation proc-
ess, I hope we all remember that it is
not anticipated that America would be
a country without families and get rid
of these perverse incentives.
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DREAMERS

(Mr. VARGAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about an urgent issue
facing our Nation, and that is a path-
way to citizenship for Dreamers. These
were children who were brought to our
country oftentimes as infants. Mr.
Speaker, you have already heard about
them.

It has been almost 13 years since
President Obama announced DACA.
Since then the program has provided
needed relief for Dreamers, including
work authorization and temporary re-
lief from deportation.

However, more than a decade later,
Dreamers still do not have permanent
protections. As the program continues
to be challenged in the courts, Dream-
ers are left stuck in limbo.

For so many Dreamers, again, this is
the only country they have ever
known. They came as children and in-
fants. They grew up here. They studied
here. They worked hard here.

As you heard, Mr. Speaker, they are
nurses, teachers, businessowners, and
they are beloved members of our com-
munities. This is their home.

Congress must finally come together
to make a real difference for our
Dreamers and our families, our busi-
nesses, and our communities. We have
to get this done. It is the right thing to
do.

I also believe in the family.

Why are we not allowing these fami-
lies to stay, Mr. Speaker?

It is the right thing to do. We are
good-hearted people as Americans.
Let’s get this done.

———

THE DESTRUCTION OF USAID

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, so
we now know what a $280 million-in-
vestment in a Presidential campaign
will give you: the opportunity to to-
tally destroy one of America’s most
important soft power, and that is the
United States Agency for International
Development.

Mr. Musk and Mr. President, before
you set about destroying USAID and
the work that it does to provide nec-
essary support for people, refugees and
starving children around the world, I
want you to hold in your hand a starv-
ing child. Look at their extended belly,
look at their eyes, and understand
what you are doing to hundreds, indeed
millions, of people around the world
when you take USAID and put it in the
wood chipper.

Reverse it.

Have you any sense of humanity?

Do you have any compassion?

If you do, you will reverse the policy
of destroying USAID.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

STRENGTHEN CONGRESS’ OVER-
SIGHT OF THE FINANCIAL OVER-
SIGHT AND MANAGEMENT
BOARD FOR PUERTO RICO

(Mr. HERNANDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HERNANDEZ. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday I introduced an amendment dur-
ing the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee markup to strengthen Congress’
oversight of the Financial Oversight
and Management Board for Puerto
Rico, specifically addressing net meter-
ing policies and the PREPA bank-
ruptcy.

Though the amendment didn’t pass,
it received bipartisan support from
Representatives Tom MCCLINTOCK,
NYDIA VELAZQUEZ, DARREN SOTO, and
others. It is critical that Congress en-
sures transparency and accountability
in Puerto Rico’s financial and energy
decisions.

The FOMB'’s stance on net metering
harms our people, and the PREPA
bankruptcy remains unresolved. After
7 or 8 years of questionable Federal
oversight, it is time to hold the over-
seers accountable.

I will continue to fight for fairness
and transparency for Puerto Rico, and
I urge my colleagues to join me.

———

FEDERAL WORKERS SAVE
TAXPAYERS MONEY

(Mr. SUBRAMANYAM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SUBRAMANYAM. Mr. Speaker, I
rise because many people want to paint
Federal workers and contractors as un-
skilled bureaucrats who waste tax-
payer dollars. However, the reality is
the opposite. I know this because Vir-
ginia is home to hundreds of thousands
of our country’s Federal workers and
contractors, and I have heard from
many of them.

These Federal workers actually save
taxpayers money, and they keep all
Americans safe and healthy, despite all
the regulations imposed on them by
Congress. That is the bureaucracy. In
almost all cases, they bring critical
skills or expertise that are hard to re-
place.

One GSA employees says firings in
her department, which is focused on
threats to America’s crops, could cost
us hundreds of millions of dollars down
the road.

One contractor who supports anti-
terrorism efforts overseas was fired de-
spite his track record of success coun-
tering extremism.

These firings even threaten border
security. A contractor who vets refu-
gees has to lay off 100 security experts
because of the cuts.
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No one will want to serve our govern-
ment if Federal workers and contrac-
tors are treated this way. The attacks
on Federal civil servants will cost tax-
payers money and make all Americans
less safe and less healthy.

———

RISING UTILITY BILLS

(Mr. RILEY of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RILEY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, working families are getting
screwed. Last year, I met a young fam-
ily in Sullivan County who was strug-
gling to make ends meet.

Mr. Speaker, do you cut back on the
groceries to pay the rent? Do you
maybe pick up a couple of extra shifts
at work? However, then you have to
pay for more childcare.

They are the tough conversations
families are having at kitchen tables
across Upstate New York.

Then, as if that is not enough, they
get a letter in the mail from the utility
company saying they are going to jack
up rates again. These corporations are
raking in billions of dollars, bragging
to their investors about it, and now
they want to take even more money
from families struggling to get by.

Hell no.

Today I am fighting back. I am intro-
ducing a bipartisan bill to create good
union jobs making homes more effi-
cient. My bill will save families up to
$400 per year on their utility bills.

Mr. Speaker, $400 is a lot of money
for daycare, groceries, and rent because
that young family in Sullivan County
needs that money a hell of a lot more
than the utility monopolies do.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO TIM TOOTEN

(Mr. MFUME asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MFUME. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to a friend, a
great journalist, a humanitarian, and a
man of faith, Rev. Dr. Tim Tooten.

Tim was an admired journalist hav-
ing spent more than 35 years reporting
at Baltimore’s WBAL-TV. He was a dis-
tinguished pastor at Harvest Christian
Ministries and an accomplished writer.

Tim was also an award-winning
filmmaker, a documentary person who
believed in reporting and sharing facts,
as well as a cherished teacher to so
many.

He confronted life with the courage
of his convictions and confronted death
with the conviction of his faith.

Our condolences across the Baltimore
area go out to his wife, Charlene; his
loving children; and his grandchildren
during this time.

We will miss you, my friend, but we
will never ever forget you.
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE
SPEAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CRANK) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the
Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 13, 2025.

I hereby designate the period from Thurs-
day, February 13, 2025, through Sunday, Feb-
ruary 23, 2025, as a ‘‘district work period”
under clause 13 of Rule 1.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S DIS-
MANTLING OF THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GARAMENDI) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I am
a stand-in. This is actually MARCY
KAPTUR’s Special Order hour. She is
tied up in a hearing, so I will try to do
my best to lay it out.

She was going to speak for 7 minutes
on the issues of the Trump administra-
tion’s dismantling of the Federal Gov-
ernment and the hiring of, or I guess
the acquiescence of, Elon Musk as the
principle agent of destruction.

What has happened over the last 17
days is an extraordinary display of con-
tempt for the American Government. If
you think about this, Mr. Speaker, in
its totality, right off the start, all
funding stopped.

What does that mean to the pro-
grams that Americans depends upon?

Healthcare, education, research, in-
frastructure programs, for what pur-
pose was that done?

Perhaps it was in order to set up the
next step which is the dismantling of
extraordinary important programs for
me and for my wife. More than almost
58 years ago, we participated in a
USAID program which at that time
was just 4 years old set up by Kennedy.

It was a vaccination program, an ef-
fort of the United Nations, funded by
the American Government through
USAID, to eradicate smallpox. We
spent 1 month in rural Ethiopia doing
vaccinations.

As our life worked on, we continued
working to provide the necessary serv-
ices so that people could survive, the
Food for Peace program. Patti actually
ran that when she was at the USDA as
an assistant administrator.

The famine camps, we were there. We
saw the children who were dying of
starvation. We saw the American grain
arrive. I remember clearly one evening
at the famine camp in Ethiopia in the
mid-eighties, a woman literally in
rags, was picking up individual grains
of wheat that had spilled from the bags
trying to fill a cup so that there would
be enough food that she could take
back to her children.
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They died that night of starvation.

The richest man in the world in-
vested over $250 million in a Presi-
dential campaign, and he was given the
keys to the American Government and
the opportunity to destroy things that
he didn’t like.

O 1130

USAID not only providing the nec-
essary food to allow people to continue
to live, but also to thrive through agri-
cultural programs and economic devel-
opment programs around the world.
People who didn’t have the opportunity
were given the opportunity through
the generosity of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, when someone has the
greatest wealth of any individual and
seems to think they have the right to
destroy lives, before our President
gives someone the power to do that, I
would ask the individual to get on
their private jet or to get on Air Force
One and go to one of the famine camps
in southern Sudan and hold a starving
child in their arms. The individual
should look at the extended belly, the
vacant stare, the fact that they are not
even able to hold up their head and
know that the American people have
developed an emergency supplemental
food program that can revive that
child. After that, come back and decide
whether to put USAID into the wood
chipper. If anyone has just a modicum
of humanity and a sense of compassion,
they would never, never ever take
USAID and destroy it.

There are other programs out there,
and we will be talking about these
other programs as my colleagues join
us here on the floor. There is the De-
partment of Education and the Labor
Department.

Giving the richest man in the world
the keys to the U.S. Treasury? What is
going on here?

What information has been gathered?

Where did that information go?

What will it be used for?

Who owns that information now: the
U.S. Government, or Elon Musk?

These are serious questions. My col-
leagues and I will raise these questions.
Mr. Speaker, I yield to Mr. CASTEN.

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, last week, my col-
league, HALEY STEVENS, and I intro-
duced the Taxpayer Data Protection
Act. T am going to get to that in a
minute.

I woke up this morning to find that
apparently this bill had gotten Mr.
Musk’s attention. I will read the tweet
from that great statesman and special
government employee, Elon Musk:

“Any given law will do the opposite
of its name.

“The one this guy wants to pass is
called ‘Taxpayer Protection,” which
means its real goal is giving taxpayers
the shaft!

‘“What he really cares about is hiding
the biggest scam in human history.”

Those are his words, the great states-
man, Elon Musk.
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I would point out that we attack
what we fear. As Teddy Roosevelt said:
It is the man in the ring who matters.

I would like to give Mr. Musk a little
view from inside this ring. A couple of
weeks ago, Elon Musk and his goons
hacked into the Treasury payment sys-
tem. That is the system that controls
$56 trillion a year of payments. They
came in with unsecured software, unse-
cured hardware, and unvetted individ-
uals. They claimed they only had read-
only access. It now turns out that they
actually had write access, as well.

We don’t know what information
they extracted from that system, but it
may make them targets of our foreign
adversaries. They could have stolen
data that affects the privacy of every
single American taxpayer. They also
potentially accessed data on the pay-
ment systems and identities of intel-
ligence assets that we have embedded
overseas in hostile foreign govern-
ments who are risking their lives to
keep America safe.

What this bill does is exactly what it
says it does, notwithstanding this
childish tweet. It is the Taxpayer Data
Protection Act.

I point out that the only reason Mr.
Musk got into the system is because,
when he asked Treasury Secretary
Bessent to let him into the system, the
civil servant and ©patriot, David
Lebryk, who was running the system,
said: No, you cannot do this. At that
point, Secretary Bessent fired Mr.
Lebryk, and the theft of data occurred.

What we did in this bill is said that,
going forward, the Treasury Secretary
cannot allow anybody to access the
Treasury payment system unless: num-
ber one, they have a top secret clear-
ance; number two, they have no eco-
nomic conflicts of interest; number
three, they are not a special govern-
ment employee; and, number four, they
have been employed by the Federal
Government for at least 1 year.

That is a problem if one is a Nazi-sa-
luting, economically conflicted, special
government employee who is so des-
perately in need of validation that they
bought a social media company and
tweaked its algorithm to amplify their
own tweets and fill their own sense of
self-worth, who is currently cosplaying
as a public servant.

It is not a problem for taxpayers. It
is not a problem for data integrity.

I understand protecting personal
data has never been Elon Musk’s jam,
but it is necessary. This bill does ex-
actly what it says, which is why he
fears it and why he attacks it.

Let me say what I fear. I fear what
happens to our country if his conflicts
of interest are allowed to run rough-
shod and trample over Americans’
right to privacy and all that has ever
truly made America great.

We are attacking what we fear, as
well, and I hope that we can find three
Republicans who are committed to the
idea that that is something worth de-
fending.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. CASTEN for his comments.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for
yielding and I thank my fellow appro-
priator and friend, MARCY KAPTUR, for
initiating and hosting this Special
Order hour.

I thank my friend, the gentleman
from California (Mr. GARAMENDI), for
standing in for the gentlewoman be-
cause it is incredibly disturbing that
we must come together to condemn
what should be inherently obvious.

Elon Musk was elected by no one,
confirmed by no one, and is account-
able to no one. Yet, President Trump
allows this conflict-riddled billionaire
to rifle through Americans’ highly sen-
sitive records and attack the public
servants who look out for all of us. I
have never witnessed such utter con-
tempt for the Constitution and the rule
of law.

It is clear who is running this White
House. It is Elon Musk, whose nonstop
lies would leave human rights groups
in Cuba and Venezuela out to dry and
victims of famine and natural disasters
left to starve or die.

Donald Trump is allowing Musk to il-
legally slash our efforts to counter dic-
tators and protect democracy, the man
with billions on the line in China.

Trump and Musk are gutting agen-
cies that are investigating Musk’s com-
panies. Is that coincidence?

All the while, Donald Trump ignores
what he committed to prioritizing
throughout his campaign: making ev-
eryday life more affordable for every-
one.

Mr. Speaker, this chaos crew in the
White House is rocking the faith of
Americans. It is alienating allies and
destabilizing our businesses. It is
trashing our ability to honor our com-
mitments and fulfill the basic func-
tions of government.

My constituents are angry and
afraid, and they should be. It is under-
standable. Musk and his minions will
gut any program that doesn’t line their
own pockets.

These cruel, reckless cuts built on
lies and illegal funding freezes will dev-
astate the children, veterans, and sen-
iors that we Democrats fight for every
day, and worse. All that this chaotic
Republican rip-off will do is raise gro-
cery prices and healthcare costs for our
families. While Musk steals children’s
Social Security numbers, Trump is
busy enacting policies that will raise
prices on everything from prescription
drugs to affordable housing.

As Musk digs through mom and dad’s
tax returns, he and Trump are gutting
consumer  protections that keep
scammers from ripping Americans off.
All of this is designed for one thing: to
pay for more millionaire and billion-
aire tax breaks and open the door to
gut Medicaid, Medicare, and Social Se-
curity.

In fact, the Budget Committee is
meeting right now, as we speak, to do
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just that. They all get wealthier, and
the lives of working families become
even more unaffordable.

Mr. Speaker, we are not going to roll
over and let this madness continue.
Every dollar illegally stolen from our
Federal agencies must be restored. We
must continue to hold Trump and his
billionaire friends accountable. We are
going to continue to protect victims of
scams and natural disasters, regardless
of what Trump or his billionaire pup-
peteer proposes.

The Musk-Trump unchecked raid of
taxpayer dollars must end. We must
commit together to reduce people’s ev-
eryday kitchen-table costs, and Demo-
crats will stand up every single day to
fight to put lowering people’s costs at
the top of the agenda.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for her com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LANDSMAN).

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to also talk
about Elon Musk and to ask the Speak-
er and my colleagues to follow the
money.

Elon owns six companies, two of
which are Tesla and SpaceX. SpaceX
alone has received something like $20
billion in Federal contracts. That is
Federal taxpayer dollars. Tesla, when
it was struggling to get off of the
ground, got a half-a-billion-dollar loan
from the Department of Energy.

This is in addition to the billions
that they have received in tax credits
and other supplements from the Fed-
eral Government. He is not just the
world’s richest man, but Elon Musk is
trying to become the first trillionaire
in the history of the world.

Mr. Speaker, during the 2024 election,
Musk gave over $200 million to Trump
and Republicans. That is a lot of
money. Trump wins, and Elon, just
weeks—not months—after the election,
generates several hundred billion dol-
lars in new wealth, making his way to
that trillion-dollar number.

He generated all of that new wealth
because the markets knew that, with
Trump, he was going to have access to
even more of our money. They knew he
was going to get billions more in con-
tracts, billions more in Federal sub-
sidies, and he is well on his way.

To expedite these efforts, Trump em-
powers Musk, moments after he is in-
augurated—Musk, an unelected tech
billionaire. He empowers him to take
access of our personal data, all of it. He
gives him access to the Federal pay-
ment system. He gives him power to
purge as many Federal workers as he
possibly can, all in the name of waste,
fraud, and abuse, which, in the end
turns out to be somewhat accurate.

By the way, what happened with the
data breach and the fact that he now
has access to all of our data is arguably
the greatest data breach in the history
of the United States of America.
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Mr. Musk has defunded Federal pro-
grams, purged public servants, and
stripped resources away from govern-
ment oversight, all while getting richer
and richer at the expense of the rest of
us.

Today, the State Department said
they plan to spend $400 million of our
tax dollars to purchase Tesla
Cybertrucks.

Why in the world would the Federal
Government buy one Tesla Cybertruck,
let alone $400 million of Tesla
Cybertrucks: waste, fraud, and abuse.
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Every day, Elon Musk makes $8 mil-
lion from government contracts. That
number just went up. In comparison,
seniors on Social Security get $65 a
day.

The question that so many are ask-
ing is: How do you fight back against
this waste, fraud, and abuse?

There is a playbook, Mr. Speaker. It
is the Constitution of the TUnited
States. Article I does not lay out the
powers of the Presidency or the Su-
preme Court, the Judiciary, Article I
lays out the powers of the Congress of
the United States.

This Congress is responsible for ap-
propriating funds and oversight of the
Federal Government and holding the
President accountable. The Founders
envisioned this moment. They didn’t
know that it would come with a bil-
lionaire tech donor, but they envi-
sioned this moment. With Republicans
in control of both the House and the
Senate, they have to step up and deal
with this waste, fraud, and abuse.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, crit-
ical important issues have been raised
in the last 20 minutes or so about the
issues of conflicts of interest, of cor-
ruption, and of policy mistakes that
the current administration has put in
motion over the last 15, 16 days.

I will draw the attention of the
House to this diagram, and this is just
a display of some of the contracts that
Elon Musk has with the government.
In total, it is more than $15 billion, but
in each of these there are some very
subtle and ominous opportunities for
corruption.

I will point out just one. In the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and in the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act,
there is money for electric vehicle
charging stations. In fact, there is a
substantial amount of money. It turns
out that Tesla has some 20,000 charging
stations around the United States and
has become the principal charging sta-
tion connection to all electric vehicles.

If Elon Musk were to shut down the
money for other companies to build
charging stations, he would then have
a monopoly. It is subtle but obvious to
those of us who watch.

My colleague spoke to the issue of
the State Department putting out on
its website a very specific $400 million
purchase order of just one vehicle, a
Tesla cybertruck.

Corruption, yes. Waste, probably.
Yet, here we are with an unelected in-
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dividual who has extraordinary power,
in fact, the power of the Presidency,
and the Presidency is misusing the
power to shut down organizations
around this country.

I will suggest that the Democrats
have a different view of government
and a different view of purpose.

Franklin Roosevelt once said: ‘“The
test of our progress is not whether we
add more to the abundance of those
who have much; it is whether we pro-
vide enough for those who have too lit-
tle.”” That test is now before the Con-
gress of the United States.

Hardworking families are struggling,
dealing with inflation. Yet, it appears
as though the Trump administration is
going to focus on making the wealthier
even more wealthy. We need to think
about this.

In the days ahead, I am certain that
our Democratic colleagues will put
forth a rigorous defense of the pro-
grams that Americans and indeed peo-
ple around the world depend upon. We
will do that together with the men and
women around this Nation who have
seen the effect, in many cases, the
tragic effect of the shutdown of govern-
ment and the shutdown of agencies
upon which we all rely.

Simultaneously, we will put forth a
positive agenda about what we stand
for and how we see America growing in
the future.

Mr. Speaker, I notice the arrival of
the esteemed gentlewoman from Ohio
(Ms. KAPTUR) who had actually put to-
gether this 1 hour. It has been a privi-
lege for me to stand as a substitute.
She has now arrived, and I turn my at-
tention back to MARCY KAPTUR and her
1 hour. I thank her for the opportunity
to sub for a bit while she was tied up in
committee. I know she had good work
to do there.

Ms. KAPTUR, the floor is yours.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

——

ELON MUSK-DOGE THREATS TO
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for the
remainder of the hour as the designee
of the minority leader.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to the time remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio has 35 minutes re-
maining.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman GARAMENDI, who is such a
distinguished Member, for substituting
for me while I was in our Budget Com-
mittee. I know what a phenomenal job
he does and how deeply he loves our
country and how hard he fights for her
and for all the people that he rep-
resents and those include my constitu-
ents, too. His work is just phenomenal.
I thank him for being here today.

Mr. Speaker, I will focus a little on
Elon Musk and put some materials in
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the RECORD. He is an unelected billion-
aire with no Federal clearance, stand-
ing or sitting right next to the Presi-
dent of the United States, almost on a
daily basis.

Mr. Musk is so rich he could buy my
entire congressional district and have
lots left over.

He spent millions upon millions,
more than I and all of our relatives are
worth, to defeat House Democrats for
Congress, myself included.

I couldn’t come near to match his
money. He did the same to many of my

colleagues in this House, including
some with us today.
Can you imagine having enough

money to put millions and millions of
dollars up against Members of Congress
to control Congress? That is what is
going on.

Political victories to billionaires
equate to the fall of our Republic.
Presidents Washington and Lincoln
could never have imagined this selling
off of our Republic. Musk has endless
money. He uses it fiercely.

Some of us won despite the tidal
wave of his money. Politics shouldn’t
be about raising oodles of money. It
should be about serving our people and
strengthening our Nation for all, not
just the superrich. You know what?
They have enough.

The America we have known is at
risk of becoming owned by a billionaire
class. If and when that happens, our
precious freedoms will vanish.

Now, our family and I have been citi-
zens of this country for our entire
lives, three generations, totaling over a
century and a half: grandparents, par-
ents, and us. Every generation worked
very hard here. It wasn’t easy. They
fought fiercely for our Nation as vet-
erans in every major war to defeat dic-
tators, to preserve liberty for our Na-
tion and others, and then they be-
queathed that precious gift to us. We
all worked hard to become more edu-
cated. Our family, community, and Na-
tion are my treasures.

By contrast, Elon Musk holds citi-
zenship in three countries: South Afri-
ca, Canada, and then for the last 22
years, the USA.

I keep asking myself: To which one is
he most loyal? He was born and raised
in apartheid South Africa in very well-
to-do circumstances. With the fall of
that apartheid regime not so many
years ago, after a great human rights
struggle inside South Africa, his father
knew that economic circumstance
would change in South Africa, so he
took Elon, then a teenager, to visit
over a dozen countries, including Can-
ada, where Elon’s mother still resides.

Elon took a second citizenship in
Canada. He obtained a visa then to at-
tend college in the United States as a
foreign student, graduating in econom-
ics and physics. He then moved to Sil-
icon Valley for graduate school, but
dropped out after 2 days.

There is still remaining some ques-
tions as to whether he illegally over-
stayed in our country on a student
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visa. Records show he has only been a
citizen of our country for 22 years, hav-
ing become a citizen in the year of 2002.

Bottom line: Why has President Don-
ald Trump just given a naturalized cit-
izen with two other citizenships and
with no Federal clearance and only 22
yvears of residency in our Nation the
keys to the U.S. Department of the
Treasury’s electronic payment sys-
tems. That data records every citizens’
private financial information and
every businesses’ private information
across our country.

Musk got the position completely
without the normal ethic investiga-
tions required of every political ap-
pointee to any President.

When I served President Carter, the
FBI checked our records, people all the
way back to grade school. That was not
done for this man.

The American people need to know
more about exactly how Elon, now an
unelected billionaire, built his fortune
off Federal Government contracts. In
our Budget Committee, a number was
just stated that he holds up to $18 bil-
lion of contracts with the Government
of the United States. That began with
a huge $465 million loan from the U.S.
Department of Energy to launch Tesla
in California. Who exactly lobbied in
that department for that loan, and who
and why was it accepted? We are told it
was paid back.

Frankly, I have never known anyone
who has gotten a loan that large from
the Government of the United States
with his background.

For the record, Elon Musk paid that
loan back over time, but began increas-
ing the amounts of his gigantic loan
and grant applications to the Federal
Government with the largest thus far,
we think, being with NASA.

Wouldn’t we call this a conflict of in-
terest, Mr. Speaker? Would we allow
the head of GM or any other large cor-
poration in our country to sit next to
the President and go into the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury and not say
it was a conflict of interest? Are we all
fools?

In using his financial leverage to re-
elect Donald Trump, Musk should have
been vetted by the FBI as is anyone
who works close to the Presidency or
critical government records. It appears
Musk simply has been leveraging his
vast fortune off government contracts.

Is he rummaging through Treasury
files to gain an advantage over com-
petitors or to seek vengeance in busi-
ness dealings?

Just this year, he ordered the State
Department to buy $400 million worth
of his own cybertrucks, but when scru-
tiny came, the purchase order mysteri-
ously disappeared the word ‘Tesla”
from their procurement orders.

How about that?

Over the past 5 years alone, he has
received over $13 billion in government
awards to his company. I ask every
Member of Congress here and listening,
do you know any other human being
who has ever been allowed this kind of
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access with such private-sector inter-
est in dipping into the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury time and again
across all these agencies? It is unbe-
lievable.

Conflict of interest equals Elon
Musk. He should not be able to invade
the private records of the American
people at the U.S. Department of the
Treasury. Yet, he has done just that.
Every person hearing my words, he has
invaded your records, your tax records,
your business reports.

Think about that. Think about the
investments that the Department of
the Treasury makes in order to roll
over our debt.
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No one listening to this today, nor
any elected official here in Congress,
could ever have gained access to the
records of the American people held in
confidence in the U.S. Treasury. I can
tell you how difficult it is even for a
Member of Congress to get an appoint-
ment to see the Secretary of the Treas-
ury. We have been trying over the last
several weeks. We haven’t gotten it
yet.

With Musk, what a breach of privacy
for every American citizen. One must
ask, how did he finagle this heist for
the princely sum of $250 million spent
on Presidential campaigns and congres-
sional campaigns? I am sure that num-
ber doubles.

It literally is more and more like a
quid pro quo. Elon Musk bankrolled
President Trump’s reelection, and for
this, he is given the keys to America’s
financial kingdom. Wow. This is new in
American history.

Musk is now using unsecured, private
servers to snoop on the millions of pri-
vate accounts of the American people
and businesses with which he is in com-
petition.

Where is the business community?
Are they afraid of him? Will they speak
up?

Wall Street is speaking up in a very
interesting way. The markets have
been really rickety these last few days.
They are not too comfortable. They are
not dumb.

Pay attention. Musk must be identi-
fying individuals he would like to
upend. Are they afraid, too, like Mem-
bers of Congress who are afraid to
speak out because they are afraid Musk
will put more money up against them
in the next campaign? Guess what? He
is going to do it anyway, so speak out.

Whatever he is concocting with his
inverted merry band of minions, aged
19-26? They have no security clearances
and no experience to work at the U.S.
Treasury Department.

Every person in America must have a
concern about this. Their Social Secu-
rity records, their health benefits, the
profits of their corporations, and who
they do business with is all there. His
sole mission is to collect private, con-
fidential information for more self-
dealing and maybe threats and tax cuts
for the billionaire class.
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Does Elon Musk have to file a finan-
cial disclosure statement like all of us?
Where is it? We have to have them.
Where is his? It seems his will be kept
private.

Musk is ruthless and a self-enabler.
Surely, he seeks to wipe out his com-
petitors or spy at will on the privileged
information of the American people. 1
might ask anyone listening today, why
does he have access to your mom’s So-
cial Security records and your
grandpa’s Medicare? What does he now
know about you and your family?

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate my col-
leagues joining me today, and I yield to
the gentleman from Georgia, Congress-
man HANK JOHNSON. I thank him so
very much for participating. I also
thank Congresswoman DEBBIE
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for substituting
when I was not able to be on the floor.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman for con-
vening us for this Special Order today
and for her very thoughtful comments.

Today, I rise to voice my alarm
about the rapid descent of our democ-
racy into a dictatorship.

While co-President Donald Trump fo-
cuses on expanding his business oppor-
tunities globally while ignoring his
campaign promise to lower the cost of
living for ordinary Americans, co-
president Elon Musk has taken a
wrecking ball to the Federal Govern-
ment one agency at a time.

Congress established the agencies
that Musk is trying to delete, and it is
only Congress, under our Constitution,
not an unelected co-president, that has
the constitutional authority to abolish
a Federal agency.

We still live in a democracy, which is
government of, by, and for the people
who have the right, the precious right,
to vote for their leaders.

We tell our constituents to vote. We
tell them their votes and voices mat-
ter, that their choices shape the future
of this country, but what does that
mean when an unelected billionaire
can waltz into our agencies and slash
and burn the whole thing to the ground
like a Taliban terrorist, threatening 2
million Federal employees to resign
under false pretenses, putting other
folks out of work, and stopping pay-
ments to small businesses and non-
profits while illegally putting in pur-
chase orders for the State Department
to spend $400 million in taxpayer
money for Tesla pickup trucks?

This level of corruption is shocking.
Co-President Trump and the Repub-
licans in Congress, all of whom have
abrogated their legislative power to
the king, have handed the keys to the
Nation’s Treasury to unelected co-
president Elon Musk. Their actions are
taking what we know as corruption to
a whole new level. This is banana re-
public-style corruption at its ugliest.

While the powerful play their games,
Donald Trump, Elon Musk, and their
billionaire buddies get richer while the
cost of living goes up for everybody
else.
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Every day, my constituents call me,
worried and scared, asking how an
unelected billionaire they never voted
for is gutting the very resources they
rely on to put food on the table and a
roof over their heads.

They see a man who wants billion-
aires like himself to pay nothing while
hardworking Americans foot the bill.

They see him kneecapping the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau, an
agency created to shield the people
from scams, fraud, and corporate greed.

They ask why someone with a long
history of union-busting, worker abuse,
and blatant disregard for labor laws is
being allowed to scuttle the Depart-
ment of Labor.

They want to know why a billionaire
businessman from South Africa, who
holds no elective office, has been given
unchecked access and influence over
their most sensitive personal and fi-
nancial information, their rights, and
their future.

Let me be clear: I am committed to
ensuring that president Musk stops
this attack on the American people.
House and Senate Democrats will not
stand by, like my Republican col-
leagues are doing, while Elon Musk hi-
jacks our government. We will fight to
protect the institutions that serve the
people, not the privileged. That is what
we must do to protect democracy and
freedom.

We will stand, and we will fight. With
the American people roused in peace-
ful, nonviolent protests across the
country, Mr. Speaker, we will win. This
country belongs to the people, not to
the billionaires.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman JOHNSON for his com-
ments. I yield to the gentleman from
New York, Congressman TiM KENNEDY,
a phenomenal new Member from Buf-
falo.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, let me begin by thanking
Congresswoman MARCY KAPTUR for her
leadership on this important issue.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S. Government
exists to protect the rights and well-
being of all Americans. People in my
district want a government that works
and works to improve the lives of west-
ern New Yorkers and all Americans.

People in my district and others
across the country do not want an
unelected billionaire dismantling our
government for parts and raking in
profits in the process.

That is what is happening. President
Trump has allowed Elon Musk to oper-
ate with unchecked authority, unilat-
erally and illegally gutting the agen-
cies that protect everything we hold
dear, all without necessary congres-
sional approval.

In my district alone, there are 8,500-
plus Federal employees, including
those at the Buffalo VA Medical Cen-
ter, the Social Security Administra-
tion, the Niagara Falls Air Reserve
Station, and many, many other agen-
cies that help our communities each
and every day.
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We can’t protect the privacy of mil-
lions of Americans if Elon Musk has
access to private taxpayer data, includ-
ing that of Social Security recipients,
Medicare beneficiaries, and taxpayers.
We can’t advance lifesaving, scientific,
and cancer research breakthroughs if
Elon Musk hollows out the National
Institutes of Health. We cannot provide
the benefits and services to our mili-
tary heroes, who have earned and de-
serve it, if Elon Musk drives away Fed-
eral employees who serve our veterans.

This is to say nothing of Elon Musk’s
dizzying list of conflicts of interest.
This is an unelected billionaire who
has made those billions in large part
from taxpayer-funded government con-
tracts. This President has handed him
unprecedented power to wring out
hardworking families for every penny
that they have.

We can’t allow an individual who
prioritizes profits above all and cozies
up to adversaries like China and Russia
to make decisions for the American
people. We must continue to fight for
the rights and well-being of hard-
working families and put people over
billionaire profit. Our constituents de-
serve nothing less.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I believe
an additional speaker is coming.

While we are waiting, Mr. Speaker, I
want to point to this. If there are citi-
zens who are listening, if we look at
some of the government contracts that
Mr. Musk is engaged in, we are trying
to make this as complete as we can.

For example, NASA is one of the
largest contracts that he personally
has. Look at this number, $11.8 billion
with NASA. Can you imagine how
many subcontractors there are on that
job? That is just one connection.

Then, we look over to the U.S. De-
partment of Defense, and that is $3.6
billion.

These are enormous contracts. I have
companies in my district that do con-
tract with the government. They don’t
have contracts that size.

We look at the Department of Com-
merce, $1.9 million. Mr. Musk has a
contract there.

The Department of Veterans Affairs
is an interesting one, $463,000. I am not
sure what that is for.

The Department of State is $440,000.
You can do a lot with $440,000. There is
a lot of information at the State De-
partment. What is that contract for?

Then, we have a whole series at other
agencies. We know it is well over a mil-
lion dollars. We can’t even track how
much it is. This is an enormous
amount of money. Even General Dy-
namics and some of our large corpora-
tions, I don’t think, have this kind of
reach.

Mr. Speaker, apparently, we don’t
have any final speakers. I thank the
Speaker and all those who are listening
for their indulgence. This is a time for
the American people to be intrepid and
on the watch and providing informa-
tion to their Members of Congress
about information they may have
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about what Mr. Musk and all of his al-
liances are doing across this country—
to benefit the Republic.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————
GRID RELIABILITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the gentlewoman from
North Dakota (Mrs. FEDORCHAK) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee
of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Dakota?

There was no objection.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to start this
speech with a real-time exercise. I
wanted to suddenly have all the lights
go out in here. Imagine what would
happen if we did that. It would be pitch
black in this room. Everything would
come to a halt. The microphones would
stop. We wouldn’t be able to see each
other. People watching online would
certainly be confused. We would all
wonder what was going on.
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Would we be able to see to walk
around, to get out? Would anyone
panic? Then, let’s imagine if the outage
wasn’t just in this room or this build-
ing, but all across Washington, D.C. At
first, there would be silence, but it
wouldn’t take long before confusion
and, perhaps, chaos ensued.

Now, let’s imagine this happening in
my State of North Dakota where just
this week, temperatures dropped to
minus 22 degrees for many days in a
row. In fact, this morning was the first
day it rose above zero.

What would that mean to lose power
when it is 22 below? People’s liveli-
hoods be at risk. Children couldn’t go
to school. Hospitals would be unable to
care for people. Businesses would come
to a standstill. Energy production
would halt. Livestock would be threat-
ened. Homes and properties would
freeze up.

It wouldn’t take very long in that
kind of weather for the economy of
North Dakota to grind to a halt and for
people to die if we had no power. This
isn’t some farfetched scenario. This is
a real threat in America today.

The North American Electric Reli-
ability Corporation warns that two-
thirds of the United States is at an ele-
vated risk of blackouts, of not having
enough reliable power to meet demand
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when we need it the most. This map
clearly illustrates the problem.

Every area of America in red and yel-
low on this map has an elevated risk of
not having enough power to meet de-
mand; not tomorrow, not in 5 years or
10 years, today. This is the scenario
today in America.

That is why I am on the House floor
today to sound the alarm about our
grid reliability crisis and to highlight
five practical solutions to keep the
lights on. First, let’s talk about why
this happening. What is driving this
problem?

It really comes down to one thing:
We are retiring power plants faster
than we are replacing them. Seriously,
it is that simple. In States throughout
our Nation, power providers are shut-
ting down massive amounts of tradi-
tional power generation from power
plants that can be turned on, up or
down, as needed to follow demand.

They are retiring these generators
faster than they are able to bring on
new generators that can provide the
same kind of always-available power.
Grid operators measure this avail-
ability in terms of capacity, and there
are two kinds.

First, there is installed capacity.
That is the maximum amount of power
a generator can churn out in the best
conditions. For example, most wind
farms in North Dakota have a name-
plate capacity of 300 megawatts. Our
largest coal fire facility is 1,100
megawatts. Over on this chart, the
blue line on top represents nameplate
capacity.

The second capacity term, is called
accredited capacity. That is the
amount of power that can be counted
on, regardless of conditions. Grid oper-
ators determine the value of accredited
capacity. They look at performance of
a generator over time, how it works in
different conditions, and they deter-
mine how much of that power they can
rely on when they need it the most in
any weather condition.

That same wind farm would likely
have an accredited capacity that is 30
percent of its nameplate capacity or in
a 300-megawatt wind farm, a fraction of
that would be accredited capacity. The
coal facility probably comes in at
about 80 to 90 percent of nameplate ca-
pacity, so about 950 megawatts of ac-
credited capacity.

In the MISO market, this region here
in red, that serves 15 States. Roughly,
42 million Americans get their power in
the MISO region. The operators in that
region warn that the accredited capac-
ity, the line on the bottom here, the
red, is shrinking dramatically even
though we are spending a lot of money
installing more and more generation
on a nameplate capacity.

You can see this clearly in these two
lines. The top line, the blue, is name-
plate capacity. Americans are paying
for that to be installed. The red line
below is accredited capacity. Ameri-
cans are already paying for that, too.
The red line is what you can count on
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when times are tough, when it is 22
below. The blue line is questionable.
That is dependent on the weather.

If you ever wonder why your utility
prices are rising, but you face more
risk for blackouts or brownouts, this
gap is why. That is why NERC keeps
warning us with reports, forecasts, and
maps like this. MISO is in the red zone
on this map. All the yellow zones also
have elevated risk.

In a nation as blessed with natural
resources and brilliant people like the
United States, there is no reason to
ever run short of power. Our whole
country should be blue. We should
never run short of power ever.

We will have storms that knock the
power off for a time, but to not have
enough power to meet demand, that is
just bad planning and terrible leader-
ship. That is the bad news today. The
good news is this: We can fix this. We
have the resources. We have the tech-
nology, and now we just need to act.

Here are the five key steps—the five
solutions to this problem. First, we
need regulatory relief. Right now, Fed-
eral regulations are strangling our en-
ergy producers, making it nearly im-
possible for them to meet our power de-
mand. We must repeal the EPA’s green-
house gas rule. We must eliminate the
methane fee rule and roll back the
BLM resource management plan for
North Dakota and other States. We
must reform the new source perform-
ance standards that prevent power pro-
viders from making efficiency improve-
ments to their existing fleets, the ones
that are already connected to the grid,
to improve them, to help them produce
more power in a cleaner and more effi-
cient way.

That new source performance stand-
ard is just bad policy. It makes no
sense at all. These are just a few exam-
ples of Biden administration policies
that have imposed crushing costs and
regulatory burdens on the power sec-
tor. They are jeopardizing the stability
of our grid and the livelihoods of hard-
working Americans.

Second, we must reevaluate Federal
incentives for energy production. Our
government has distorted the energy
market with subsidies that favor cer-
tain resources while neglecting others.
This has resulted in a grid that is too
dependent on the weather. Think back
to the map from NERC, two-thirds of
the country at an elevated risk of not
having enough power to meet demand.

It is time to realign these incentives.
Today, our grid operators are calling
for more dispatchable generation, more
capacity. They want to fill that gap in
those two lines that I showed earlier.

Think of the MISO zone in red on my
first map. MISO is desperate for more
power resources that can be turned on
when needed, but here is the stack of
resources that are in line to connect
with the MISO grid. You see this over
time, it goes back to the year 2000, and
shows back then there was a decent
amount of gas—the blue lines are gas,
and then you start seeing wind coming
online.



February 13, 2025

If you go all the way over to the far
side of this map, you see this stack of
resources currently in line in MISO, 171
gigawatts of resources, actually more
resources than the entire nameplate or
the entire peak demand in MISO is cur-
rently in line.

Today, in that column, you see it is
almost filled with solar and wind re-
sources. Fortunately, some battery
too, but those are not the dispatchable
resources MISO is calling for and clam-
oring for. Only a sliver of gas on the
bottom is in line to connect to MISO,
even though they are desperate for
more gas to help make it a more stable
grid.

We must ensure that our Federal pol-
icy doesn’t exacerbate this problem
and current vulnerabilities that have
been created by a flood of wind and
solar, which are weather-dependent
generation. Instead, we must support
fair markets that better encourage the
investments needed to meet growing
demand and long-term grid reliability
and stability.

Third, we need to speed up the per-
mitting process. Right now, it can take
years, sometimes decades, to get ap-
proval for new energy projects. This is
unacceptable, especially when we have
transformative technologies ready to
go, like small modular reactors. These
advanced nuclear systems are safe, re-
liable, clean, and capable of powering
entire communities.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues in the House and leaders,
like Energy Secretary Chris Wright, to
cut through the bureaucratic red tape
and accelerate deployment of these
new technologies.

Fourth, we must implement rules
that protect grid reliability. As I men-
tioned earlier, it was well below freez-
ing throughout North Dakota this
week. My State and region weathered
those temperatures largely because of
coal, natural gas, and nuclear power.

This chart here is straight from
MISO data. It illustrates the energy
that was used this week in the MISO
region to meet demand. As you can see,
fully 80 percent of those resources were
coal, natural gas, and nuclear. That is
what came online when the tempera-
tures were 22 below to keep the power
on for all the people living in those
cold areas.

Yet, despite this reality, States are
racing to shut down these reliable
baseload power generators that are re-
sponsible for powering our commu-
nities, replacing it with intermittent
resources—that huge stack that was in
the queue in the line in MISO, that
huge stake of wind and solar—the
intermittent resources that cannot re-
liably meet all the demands of our grid
or the people who depend on it.

I have nothing against wind and
solar. North Dakota has tons of wind
generation online, but it is simply not
capable today to meet the demands of
the grid. The people who are respon-
sible for making sure our grids are reli-
able are the ones saying that over and
over.
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This is reckless. We need Federal
safeguards to ensure before a power
plant is retired, there is a reliable re-
placement ready to go online. We can-
not afford to gamble with our Nation’s
energy security. Energy security is na-
tional security.

Finally, we need to better understand
the growing demands of the AI indus-
try. AI and other data-intensive tech-
nologies are driving massive increases
in energy consumption.

As Vice President VANCE acknowl-
edged in Paris this week, if we are to
remain competitive in the global econ-
omy, we need to remove the barriers to
development and unleash the full po-
tential of American energy resources.
This means embracing an all-of-the-
above strategy that includes battery
technology to back up renewables, but
also oil, gas, nuclear, and hydropower,
whatever it takes to power our future.

Mr. Speaker, grid reliability is not a
partisan issue. It is an American issue.
Our security, our economy, and our
way of life depend on it. We cannot be
a beacon for the world, or even safe in
our own homes, if we are sitting in the
dark without power. We have the re-
sources. We have the technology. Now,
we must act. America can and must re-
main the most powerful, prosperous,
and innovative Nation on Earth. I look
forward to working with my colleagues
to do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. KiMm).

Mrs. KIM. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
Congresswoman FEDORCHAK for hosting
this Special Order to raise awareness of
the critical need the United States is
facing to become energy independent.

Protecting our environment is not
controversial. I represent a district in
southern California. TUnfortunately,
Californians know too well the con-
sequences of rushing to implement en-
ergy policies.
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Mr. Speaker, as Governor Newsom
pushed to ban gas-powered cars, he
then said people couldn’t charge elec-
tric cars as our community saw rolling
blackouts. It doesn’t need to be one or
the other—environment or economy,
natural gas or renewables.

We need an all-of-the-above energy
strategy. Through American innova-
tion, we create jobs, expand our energy
supply, protect our environment, lower
costs, and strengthen our national se-
curity.

Energy fuels everything from our
cars to our homes, and we must ensure
we have energy resources here at home
that we can rely on. I will keep fight-
ing to bring commonsense energy poli-
cies to Congress. Again, I thank Con-
gresswoman FEDORCHAK for her leader-
ship on this issue.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Congresswoman KiIM. She has
lived this in her State of California,
and I appreciate her bringing attention
to the false choice of one or the other.
We can and must do it all.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HARIDOPOLOS).

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
this is an important issue which has af-
fected us all. We have seen prices rise
by 20 to 30 percent over the last 4
years. Unfortunately, because of the
policies of the previous administration,
we have seen these challenges become
more and more difficult as we take the
reins of power once again in Wash-
ington, D.C.

There is no other way to put it other
than energy dominance is essential. It
is the best way to ensure we have
American prosperity, national secu-
rity, innovation, excellence in energy,
and a reliable grid, as the Congress-
woman has talked about today.

Fortunately, we have persons who
are experts right here in the United
States Congress, a new Member of Con-
gress, Mrs. FEDORCHAK, on the Energy
and Commerce Committee. She under-
stands firsthand the essential nature of
energy and why it is so important to
all Americans as they face challenges
here and abroad.

If we can meet all of those criteria—
prosperity, national security, innova-
tion, and reliable energy—we will once
again have lower prices at the grocery
store, lower prices for the gas tank,
and make sure we stay warm in the
winter and cool in places like Florida
in the summer.

Mr. Speaker, I applaud this effort. If
we have an all-in energy solution and
energy dominance, once again, as the
Congresswoman has talked about,
America can move forward and meet
the challenges of tomorrow.

I appreciate the opportunity to speak
this afternoon on this Special Order
and make sure that we are moving for-
ward with the leadership of Donald
Trump and leaders like Congress-
woman FEDORCHAK on the Energy and
Commerce Committee.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. We certainly
need a lot of power to get out in space.
His dreams and his leadership in that
area are certainly noted. We need
power to fuel those, too, and I thank
him for being here today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WEBER).

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentlewoman from North
Dakota. Like my preceding colleague
just said, she is great on the Com-
mittee on energy. She is an energy
busybody. She is moving and shaking
for being brand new. I thank her for
the opportunity to speak today.

Mr. Speaker, I will tell everyone that
being on the Energy and Commerce
Committee has been the delight of my
life. It means a lot to America.

When I speak to groups, Mr. Speaker,
whether they are school-aged kids or
whether they are college or whether
they are industry or whatever it might
be, I tell people that the things that
make America great are the things
that America makes.

How do we do that? We do that with
a reliable, affordable, dependable
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source of energy, Mr. Speaker. We do
that with grid reliability, a critical
issue that affects every single Amer-
ican. Our Nation’s economy, our secu-
rity, and our very way of life depend on
energy that is stable, affordable, and,
yes, resilient.

Today, our system is under threat.
When we talk about grid reliability, we
have to start with the facts. Right now
fossil fuels, natural gas, coal, and even
petroleum supply 60 percent of our
electricity. Natural gas alone provides
40 percent and up. It keeps the lights
on in homes. It keeps the lights on in
businesses and factories all across
America.

Did I mention, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes?

Add in nuclear power at nearly 19
percent, and it is clear that these are
the backbone of our energy system eco-
nomically, politically, and militarily.
Yet, despite this reliability, these prov-
en sources are under attack by radical
policies that push unreliable energy at
the expense of energy that actually
works.

Mr. Speaker, that is changing now.
The Trump administration has made it
clear. We are going to put American
energy first. We are increasing domes-
tic production, cutting unnecessary
regulations, and ensuring that our
power grids remain strong and resil-
ient. That means expanding natural
gas. That means investing in nuclear
energy. That means making sure we
have the very infrastructure to keep
energy flowing to American homes and
businesses.

Did I mention, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes?

Yet, here is what is happening. The
premature shutdown of our most reli-
able energy sources—coal, natural gas,
and nuclear—put our entire grid at
risk. The Nation’s largest grid oper-
ator, PJM, which serves much of the
eastern U.S., warns that up to 30 per-
cent of its power generation could re-
tire by 2030.

Meanwhile, demand is expected to
rise 40 percent by 2039. I am not good at
math, Mr. Speaker. I don’t think that
adds up. We cannot take away reliable
generation and then just simply pre-
tend we don’t face an energy crisis.
That is pie in the sky.

Thankfully, President Trump under-
stands this and is working to ensure we
do not face a future of rolling black-
outs and energy shortages. He probably
understands, Mr. Speaker, that the
things that make America great are
the things that America makes.

If the United States is serious about
remaining a leader in energy and tech-
nology, we must embrace energy ex-
pansion. That means building more
pipelines. Pipelines are the safest and
most efficient way to transport energy.
Yet they are being blocked by over-
regulations and bad policy, and that is
why the Trump administration is com-
mitted to cutting the red tape, getting
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pipelines built, and making sure Amer-
ican energy can move freely to where it
is needed so that the things that make
America great can continue to be
made.

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. Mod-
ernizing our grid does not mean push-
ing expensive and unreliable energy
mandates on taxpayers. Americans
should not be forced to foot the bill for
an agenda that actually weakens our
power supply. What we need is a bal-
anced, commonsense approach that
prioritizes affordability, reliability,
stability, and security.

With the Trump administration back
in office, Mr. Speaker, we now have
leadership that values energy inde-
pendence, as well as economic growth.
This Congress, on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, I look forward to
advancing real solutions to hardening
our energy grid, to protect it from
cyberattacks, to protect it from supply
chain disruptions, and to protect it
from natural disasters.

Mr. Speaker, America needs a grid
that works when we need it. That
means standing up for natural gas.
That means investing in nuclear. That
means protecting our pipelines. That
means rejecting reckless policies that
put politics ahead of not only reli-
ability but reality.

The things that make America great
are the things that America makes.

President Trump, thanks to his lead-
ership, is on the right path to securing
a future based on that premise, and I
thank the gentlewoman from North
Dakota for holding this Special Order.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Representative WEBER for being
here and leaving us with that really
great phrase. The things that make
America great are the things that
America makes. I love that.

Mr. Speaker, we can and we must
meet the challenge of a reliable, afford-
able, sustainable power grid.

As President Trump said: ‘“‘In Amer-
ica, the impossible is what we do best.”
We can do this, and we will lead the
world in this venture.

Mr. Speaker, we have talked a lot
about the challenges that face Amer-
ican energy. I want to talk about the
opportunities we have, too. With an en-
ergy supply that is affordable, reliable,
and dependable, the United States can
lead the way on emissions reductions
and artificial intelligence.

Today, I want to talk about AIL To be
ATl dominant, we must first be energy
dominant. That is why today I am an-
nouncing my plans to create an Al and
Energy Working Group.

While my colleagues are thankfully
working hard on regulations, speech,
and other components of AI, this work-
ing group will focus exclusively on AI
and the energy this growing tech-
nology demands.

This work will be complementary to
and not duplicative of other efforts by
my colleagues, including the Speaker’s
Task Force on AI, which completed its
work last December. My goal is to
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bring in experts and stakeholders, leg-
islators, and other interested parties to
fully explore these power needs, the
current barriers to meeting them, and
Federal policy solutions to help reli-
ably, affordably, and sustainably power
the future of AI. I plan to follow four
main pillars.

My first pillar is: Meeting AI energy
demands requires American energy
dominance.

Today, AI searches consume nearly
10 times the electricity of standard
internet searches. In 2024, data centers
accounted for 4.3 percent of total U.S.
power demand. Analysts predict this
could climb to as much as 12 percent by
2030.

To put that into perspective, that
would be more electricity than the en-
tire State of Texas uses today. Yet, the
U.S. isn’t scaling up reliable baseload
power quickly enough to support this
rapid growth. In fact, the Biden admin-
istration’s policies are forcing this
baseload power offline.

If we don’t act, we risk energy short-
ages, higher costs, and a slowdown in
technological advancement. To secure
their energy needs, major tech compa-
nies are locking in exclusive long-term
power contracts.

For example, in September, Micro-
soft entered an agreement to reopen
the Three Mile Island nuclear power
plant to reliably power its AI data cen-
ter. While I support these types of
agreements, we must also ensure that
smaller companies and new players in
the AI industry have access to the
power they need to innovate and com-
pete.

Meeting the energy demands of AI
isn’t just about powering technology.
It is about powering America’s future.

Now that brings us to pillar number
two: A strong, secure electronic grid.

The rapid, forced transition to inter-
mittent power sources, paired with the
retirement of reliable baseload genera-
tors, has left our electric grid increas-
ingly vulnerable to outages.

Today, the North American Electric
Reliability Corporation warns that
two-thirds of the United States faces
an elevated risk of not having enough
power to meet the demand of having
blackouts.

As we have become more reliant on
power-dependent digital infrastructure,
the stakes are even higher.

Having enough power isn’t our only
concern. Cyberattacks targeting U.S.
grid operations and infrastructure are
a growing threat that could disrupt ev-
erything from everyday conveniences
to our national security. If AI is to
flourish, we must prioritize grid reli-
ability and security.

This leads me to pillar number three:
This requires the right energy regula-
tions.

According to the report from the bi-
partisan House Task Force on Artifi-
cial Intelligence, new AI models are de-
veloped roughly every 6 months, and
data centers are built within 1 to 2
years.
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Meanwhile, new power plants and
transmission infrastructure can take
at least 5 to 10 years to build. This cre-
ates, obviously, a significant gap be-
tween the rapid growth of AI and the
slow growth of the power supply needed
to support it.

Our current energy regulatory envi-
ronment is not equipped to bridge this
gap. I know this environment well. I
served 12 years as a State energy regu-
lator.

We need forward-thinking regula-
tions that empower both small
innovators, who depend on the bulk
power system, and larger firms that se-
cure power through long-term agree-
ments.

By ensuring a level energy playing
field, we can position America as the
global leader in AI development, and
we can outpace China.

This leads me to pillar number four:
America, not China, must be the global
leader of AI innovation.

On January 20 of this year, China un-
veiled DeepSeek-R1. It is the most ad-
vanced large language model report-
edly developed with less advanced proc-
essors at a fraction of the cost of U.S.
models. This proves that China is rap-
idly closing the gap, and we can’t af-
ford to fall behind.

The Trump administration recog-
nizes this urgency. That is why, just 3
days after the new Chinese revelation,
on January 23, President Trump signed
Executive Order No. 14179: Removing
Barriers to American Leadership in Ar-
tificial Intelligence.

This order overturned President
Biden’s mandates that had stifled
American investment and innovation
in AI. With this decisive action, we are
reclaiming our competitive edge. It is
time to take the handcuffs off our AI
industry and unleash the full potential
of American ingenuity.

Winning the future of AI requires
bold action, smart energy policy, and a
commitment to American innovation.
That is why I will engage with a broad
range of voices and stakeholders, big
and small, to craft a legislative frame-
work that secures our energy domi-
nance, strengthens our electric grid,
and positions America as the global
leader in AI

For those with ideas on how we can
achieve these goals, my door is always
open. Together, we can power the fu-
ture of AI and assure that America, not
China, leads the way back.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. CLINE).

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for holding this Special
Order and for her leadership on energy
issues. The House is truly fortunate to
have her as a Member.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK is exactly right. We
have, as our top priority, the need to
restore energy independence for this
country and energy dominance, espe-
cially in regard to our relationship
with nations like China that are push-
ing to lead in AI and other tech-
nologies.
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We are dependent on China for rare
earth minerals that are so important
to powering our grid, powering the
technologies that support AI. That is
why it is great that the Trump admin-
istration is leading on ways in which
we can explore not only in the conti-
nental United States for rare earth
minerals but also talking to other
countries, talking to countries like
Greenland and Ukraine, quite frankly,
making comments about the need to
ensure that the U.S. has the rare earth
mineral supply that it needs to support
the AI initiatives that are happening in
this country. We need to be the leader
in AI globally. If not, we cede it to
China.

We just had a hearing yesterday in
the Judiciary Committee about what
would happen with the censorship-in-
dustrial complex if other nations,
whether it is Europe and their privacy
directive or China through their efforts
in AI, to dictate what can and cannot
be said on the internet.

When it comes to energy, what is
most important is the American con-
sumer, the American citizen. What we
have seen over the last several years is
that American citizens are suffering
under the Green New Deal agenda, the
increasing dependence on other coun-
tries for our energy needs, and the need
to restore that energy independence in
order to target costs, bring down infla-
tion, and actually allow Americans to
be able to afford the important tech-
nologies and appliances and other
things that are critical to daily living.

According to the U.S. Energy Infor-
mation Administration, since 2021, en-
ergy prices under the Biden adminis-
tration outpaced inflation, with con-
sumers seeing an average rise of 10 per-
cent. This is all despite the massive
glut of subsidies that the Biden admin-
istration pushed to prop up Green New
Deal technologies that otherwise
wouldn’t exist without government
handouts.

Thankfully, we have a new President,
a new sheriff in town, one who will
bring online more energy production
and ensure that the days of $5 gas
prices are left behind along with
Biden’s failed legacy.

Moreover, this administration will
prioritize affordability and consumer
choice in appliances, focusing on cut-
ting burdensome red tape, not on regu-
lating your gas stoves or water heaters
at home, which we saw the Biden ad-
ministration seek to regulate in the
waning days of the administration, the
outgoing days of that administration.

Just this week, Energy Secretary
Chris Wright signed his first secre-
tarial order meant to unleash a golden
era of American energy dominance. I
look forward to working with them and
the administration to lend whatever
support and authority is needed from
Congress to achieve tangible results for
the American people.

At the end of the day, that is what it
is all about, is making sure that we de-
liver for the American people and en-
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sure that this great Nation continues
its energy dominance that we had
under the first Trump administration,
that we lost under the failed Biden ad-
ministration, and that we are seeking
to regain under the current Trump ad-
ministration.

I thank the gentlewoman for her
leadership, and I look forward to work-
ing with her on these issues.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Mr. CLINE for taking the time to
participate in the Special Order this
afternoon, especially on a fly-out day
when everyone is heading back to their
districts to be with the citizens they
represent.

Energy dominance and energy inde-
pendence is the foundation for the mas-
sive new agenda that we must move
forward with in America today. It is
the foundation for driving down infla-
tion, for lowering costs of everything
from housing to utilities to rent to gro-
ceries and gas. The cost of power is
baked into everything we buy. It is the
foundation for powering economic
growth. It is the foundation for becom-
ing AI dominant, and it is clearly the
foundation for national security.

I thank everyone who participated in
this Special Order this afternoon, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

———

GREATEST LIVING THREAT TO
OUR REPUBLIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BRESNAHAN). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2025, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
and still I rise, a proud, liberated Dem-
ocrat, unbought, unbossed, and
unafraid. I rise, Mr. Speaker, today, in
the name of liberty and justice for all,
in the name of government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people. I rise
to remind us of the words of Ben
Franklin. He reminded us that we have
a republic if we can keep it.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to warn all
of the greatest living threat to our Re-
public. I rise to explain how we must
deter this threat or we must remove it.
I rise to explain how the consequences
of doing nothing can be harmful to all
that we hold dear.

Mr. Speaker, our greatest living
threat is a President who defies court
orders. Our greatest living threat is a
President who defies court orders. One
can but only imagine what America
would be like today if President Eisen-
hower had defied the order of the court
in Brown v. Board of Education.

It was Brown v. Board of Education
that desegregated society to the extent
that it is, that integrated it to the ex-
tent that it is, that probably has given
me a means by which I can stand here
in the House of Representatives.

Brown v. Board of Education was a
seminal moment in time. It was a mo-
ment in time which has changed time
from the point of its announcements to



H704

this very day. Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation has made a difference in my life
and in the lives of many others.

I am so grateful that President Ei-
senhower—who was reluctant, who was
not a fan of Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, who didn’t really want to deal
with the great racial issues of his time.
I am glad that he did not defy the
court. There are things that he could
have done to prevent Brown from being
fully realized. Quite frankly, it has not
been fully realized to this day.

A President who defies court orders
is the greatest threat to American de-
mocracy because that President has
the ability to not only defy court or-
ders but in so doing to become the final
arbiter of what the law is. That Presi-
dent assumes an inordinate amount of
power.

That President will destroy what we
know as the three branches of govern-
ment, because that President will no
longer recognize the judiciary and
what the judiciary has been allowed to
do since Marbury v. Madison. That
President, Mr. Speaker, will become a
person who is not only above the law,
but that President will become the law,
if we allow a President to defy court
orders.

What we must do to prevent this? We
can prevent a President from defying
court orders with impeachment, im-
peachment in two senses of the word.

One, it can act as a deterrent. The
other is it can act as a means of re-
moval. If a President defies a court
order, we can remove him, but let’s not
go there just now. Let’s talk about de-
terrence.

I learned from the last time I en-
gaged in this impeachment process of
the value of deterrence, impeachment
as a deterrent.

Here is how it works. If a President
believes that he will be impeached for
defying a court order, because he will
in effect become the law of the land, we
will no longer be a land where laws
govern but a land where a man governs
or a woman governs, a person governs.

We are a land of laws, and we want to
remain such. If a President defies a
court order and if he knows this, that
we can deter him or we can impeach
him, he can opt to take advantage of
the warning of deterrence. This is what
I learned.

This President or any President can
be deterred if the President believes
that impeachment is a remedy. If the
President does not believe that im-
peachment is a remedy, then he can go
on and defy the court’s orders.

If he believes that impeachment is
there as a possible remedy, then he will
not.
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I say it can be a deterrence. I say it
can be a deterrence if the President be-
lieves that we will impeach. I believe
that if a President knows that we will
impeach, then he may back off, and he
may back down.

I believe that this President knows
that I will bring Articles of Impeach-
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ment against him. He knows that I
have no fear of him as many others do.

I believe he understands that those
who fear him will cower. They are pu-
sillanimous. I am not a pusillanimous
politician. I will not kneel; I will not
bend; and I will not break. I will stand
for liberty and justice for all.

Mr. President, you know that if you
cross the line and if you defy court or-
ders, then there is one Member of Con-
gress who has pledged to bring Articles
of Impeachment against you.

Let that deter you, Mr. President.
Don’t go forward, Mr. President. Don’t
believe what the Vice President is tell-
ing you about defiance of court orders.
Don’t believe those around you who are
trying to convince you that you can do
this with impunity.

Mr. President, you have been made
immune to some laws, but you are not
immune to impeachment. Impeach-
ment is the final straw that can break
the back of the camel who happens to
decide that he is going to continue
with his ruthless, reckless orders and
defy even the courts of this country.

No President—mo President—should
ever defy court orders because, at that
point, that President becomes a dic-
tator. We in this country have decided
that we have a republic, and we want
to keep it. If we are going to keep this
Republic, then we must use impeach-
ment as a deterrence, which means
that this President has to know that it
is there for him and that we will use it
against him, impeachment as a deter-
rence.

Now, let’s move to impeachment as a
form of removal. If a President defies a
court order or court orders, then that
President has committed an impeach-
able act. It is an impeachable act to
defy your oath of office to execute the
laws, to honor the laws of the United
States, and to protect the Constitu-
tion. You are charged with the respon-
sibility of defending the Constitution.

If you do this, Mr. President, then
you will now have committed an im-
peachable act. The question is not
whether you will be impeached by way
of a resolution being presented and not
whether a resolution will be presented
because you know that I am going to
present that resolution. I am telling
you now that I will present the resolu-
tion.

If you defy court orders, then I will
present resolutions to impeach you. I
will present the resolution.

Now, the question is: Will the Con-
gress act? What will the Congress do? 1
believe that even some of the most con-
servative Members of Congress will
recognize that we don’t want a dicta-
torship and that if we don’t act, then
we will have a dictatorship. The con-
sequences of our inaction and the con-
sequences of our failure to impeach and
convict would be a dictatorship.

I don’t believe that the Congress of
the United States of America and I
don’t believe that the Senate of the
United States of America will stand by
and watch a dictatorship develop while
they are in office.
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This is our watch. I don’t believe
that, on our watch, we have such per-
sons who are going to simply stand by.
There may be some, but I believe there
will be enough to impeach, and I be-
lieve there will be enough to convict.
That is because no one in this country,
I believe, wants a dictatorship. If there
are some who want it, then you don’t
know what you are asking for.

Mr. Speaker, this is an alarm. I am
warning our country. I want you to
know that we are this close to a dicta-
torship because we have a President
who is seriously considering, it seems,
disobeying court orders.

That is the line. That is the line in
the dirt. That is the Rubicon. If you
cross this line in the dirt, you will have
moved into the area of impeachment,
and I assure you, Articles of Impeach-
ment will be brought against you.

Mr. President, you are a Goliath. You
have been made to be above the law in
certain cases. You are a Goliath. There
is nothing on the planet like you, it
seems, because you happen to be armed
with the nuclear weapons that are ca-
pable of changing life on Earth as we
know it or obliterating all life on
Earth. You are armed with the mighti-
est Army.

You are armed, Mr. President, and
you are dangerous if you decide you are
going to move forward and deny court
orders. You are a Goliath, but I will let
you know now, Mr. President, that
there are Davids among us. There are
Davids, Mr. President. There are 435
Davids.

The question is, will these Davids use
their slings to bring you down with im-
peachment?

That is the only question. I believe
the Davids among us will do this. I be-
lieve that there is a majority on a
given day when impeachment is
brought who will vote to impeach.
These are the Davids that will save
this country. They will preserve the
Republic. They will continue to have
the justice that we understand we
should have through the courts. They
are the persons who are on watch, and
they understand that this is their
watch, Mr. Speaker.

I would pray that the President
would not move forward. I would pray
that he will back down from his notion
of defying court orders. I also know
that if he does, the Davids of the Con-
gress of the United States of America
will bring him down.

Mr. Speaker, I am one of those Da-
vids.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President and to direct their remarks
to the Chair and not to a perceived
viewing audience.

————
ADJOURNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 13 of rule I, the House
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stands adjourned until 1:30 p.m. tomor-
Trow.

Thereupon (at 1 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, February 14, 2025, at 1:30 p.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-430. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-717, ‘“‘Harmonious Living Amend-
ment Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-431. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-718, ““‘Downtown Arena Revitaliza-
tion Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-
198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-432. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-7T19, ‘“Restoration of Covenanted
Roads and Alleys by the District Govern-
ment Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-433. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-720, ‘“‘Recidivism Reduction at
DYRS Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. COMER:

H.R. 1276. A Dbill to remove restrictions
from a parcel of land in Paducah, Kentucky;
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. AMO (for himself, Mr. MAG-
AZINER, Mr. BISHOP, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. COHEN, Mr. COSTA,
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr. Fi1G-
URES, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. JACK-
SON of Illinois, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. KEeLLY of Illinois, Mrs.
McBATH, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. MFUME, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mr. MOULTON, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. PLASKETT, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. SEWELL, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr.
TURNER of Texas, Ms. UNDERWOOD,
Mr. VEASEY, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia):

H.R. 1277. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal, collectively, to the First Rhode
Island Regiment, in recognition of their
dedicated service during the Revolutionary
War; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. AMODEI of Nevada (for himself,
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, and Mr. McCOR-
MICK):

H.R. 1278. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to save Federal funds by au-
thorizing changes to the composition of cir-
culating coins, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on the Budget, and
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Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-

mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-

sideration of such provisions as fall within

the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida (for himself,

Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. KENNEDY of

Utah, and Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of
Florida):

H.R. 1279. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to establish a commu-
nity engagement requirement for certain in-
dividuals under the Medicaid program; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 1280. A bill to require the head of each
Executive agency to relocate 30 percent of
the employees assigned to the headquarters
of the Executive agency to duty stations
outside the Washington metropolitan area,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 1281. A bill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy and Conservation Act to modify stand-
ards for water heaters, furnaces, boilers, and
kitchen cooktops, ranges, and ovens, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS (for himself and Mr.
BAIRD):

H.R. 1282. A bill to prohibit Federal fund-
ing for institutions of higher education that
carry out diversity, equity, and inclusion
initiatives, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 1283. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit child pornography
produced using artificial intelligence; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BOST (for himself, Ms. SEWELL,
Mr. MORAN, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. VAN
DUYNE, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. MRVAN, Mr.
BALDERSON, Mr. PALMER, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr.
CAREY):

H.R. 1284. A bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to increase civil penalties for, and im-
prove enforcement with respect to, customs
fraud, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BOST (for himself and Mr.
PAPPAS):

H.R. 1285. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act of 2014
to establish payment and performance secu-
rity requirements for projects, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and in addition to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BRESNAHAN (for himself, Mr.
DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr. BOST,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. VALADAO, and Mr.
HARDER of California):

H.R. 1286. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research
and development center for an assessment of
forms that the Secretary sends to claimants
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. BROWNLEY (for herself and
Ms. NORTON):

H.R. 1287. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide that dependent chil-
dren under the age of 26 are eligible for cov-
erage under the Federal Employees Dental
and Vision Insurance Program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Ms. BROWNLEY (for herself, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. VARGAS,
Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. COHEN, Ms.
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BUDZINSKI, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. HOYLE of
Oregon, Ms. NORTON, Mr. OBERNOLTE,
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK,  Mr.
LIEU, and Ms. TITUS):

H.R. 1288. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the mileage rate of-
fered by the Department of Veterans Affairs
through their Beneficiary Travel program
for health related travel, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself and
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 1289. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish and carry out a
pilot program to administer to eligible vet-
erans medically-tailored meals and gro-
ceries, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself and
Mr. MURPHY):

H.R. 1290. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram under which the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs refers veterans experiencing
mental health crises to approved non-De-
partment mental health care providers, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Mr. CALVERT (for himself, Mr.
PAPPAS, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Mr. GOLDMAN of New

York, and Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina):

H.R. 1291. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to ensure that nonanimal
methods are prioritized, where applicable
and feasible, in proposals for all research to
be conducted or supported by the National
Institutes of Health, to provide for the estab-
lishment of the National Center for Alter-
natives to Animals in Research and Testing,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 1292. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to increase the maximum pen-
alty for mail theft; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. CASTEN (for himself and Ms.
MATSUI):

H.R. 1293. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax incentives
and fees for increasing motor vehicle fuel
economy, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. CISCOMANI (for himself and
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina):

H.R. 1294. A bill to pilot the use of image
technician positions in the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection Office of Field Operations;
to the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Mr. COMER (for himself, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. BiGGs of Arizona, Ms.
GREENE of Georgia, Mr. JACK, Mr.
GILL of Texas, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr.
FALLON, Mr. CRANE, Mrs. LUNA, Mr.
BURLISON, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mr. TIMMONS):

H.R. 1295. A bill to amend chapter 9 of title
5, United States Code, to reauthorize the ex-
ecutive reorganization authority of the
President and to ensure efficient executive
reorganization, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Rules, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. CONAWAY (for himself, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. BARRAGAN, Ms.
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SANCHEZ, Ms. PRESSLEY, Ms. CHU, Ms.
TITUS, Ms. NORTON, Ms. ROSS, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. FROST,
Mr. CASTEN, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. PEREZ, Ms. GARCIA
of Texas, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARBAJAL,
Mr. GARCIA of California, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. PETERS, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Ms. BYNUM, Ms.
MCDONALD RIVET, Ms. SALINAS, Mr.
Ruiz, Mrs. MCIVER, and  Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK):

H.R. 1296. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a refundable
credit for qualified child care startup ex-
penses; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. CUELLAR (for himself, Mr.
TONY GONZALES of Texas, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. VASQUEZ, and Mr.
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas):

H.R. 1297. A bill to establish the Land Port
of Entry Modernization Trust Fund, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways
and Means, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Homeland Security, Agriculture, and
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina (for
himself and Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 1298. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a small busi-
ness start-up tax credit for veterans creating
businesses in underserved communities; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART (for himself and
Mr. MOSKOWITZ):

H.R. 1299. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to reauthorize and expand the
National Threat Assessment Center of the
Department of Homeland Security; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committee on Education and Work-
force, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. DUNN of Florida (for himself,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. MUR-
PHY, and Mr. CARTER of Liouisiana):

H.R. 1300. A bill to amend title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act to require
group health plans and health insurance
issuers offering group or individual health
insurance coverage to provide coverage for
prostate cancer screenings without the impo-
sition of cost-sharing requirements, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself, Mr.
BisHOP, Mr. SMITH of Missouri, Mr.
EMMER, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. ROUZER,
Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
AMODEI of Nevada, Ms. TENNEY, Mr.
PERRY, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. STRONG, Mr.
ZINKE, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. LAHOOD,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr.
JOoYCE of Pennsylvania, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. COLLINS, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. WEBER of Texas,
Mr. LATTA, Mr. BosT, Ms. DE LA
CRUZ, Mr. MOORE of Utah, Mr. CREN-
SHAW, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. CISCOMANI,
Mr. CRANE, Mr. BURLISON, Mrs. MIL-
LER of West Virginia, Mr. LAWLER,
Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Mr. BABIN, Mrs. WAGNER, Ms.
MACE, Mr. MOORE of West Virginia,
Mrs. CAMMACK, Ms. BOEBERT, Mr.
FrY, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr.
BACON, Mr. IssA, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr.
RoOY, Mr. MILLER of Ohio, Mr. CARTER
of Georgia, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska,
Mr. SCHMIDT, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas,
Mr. CLINE, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mr.
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SMUCKER, Mr. EZELL, Mr. ROGERS of
Alabama, Mr. DOWNING, Mr. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. BIGGS of Ar-
izona, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. YAKYM,
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. MCDOWELL, Mrs.
BICE, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
BARRETT, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. BAIRD,
Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr.
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. SELF, Mr. GRAVES,
Mr. GILL of Texas, Mr. NUNN of Iowa,
Mr. VALADAO, Ms. LETLOW, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mr. HERN of Oklahoma, Mr.
FALLON, Mr. FULCHER, Ms. FOXX, Mr.
PALMER, Mr. GREEN of Tennessee, Mr.
TIFFANY, Mr. OGLES, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
McCAUL, Mr. ALFORD, Mr. GUTHRIE,
Mr. GUEST, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana,
Mr. EVANS of Colorado, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, Mrs. HINSON, Mr. GRIFFITH,
Mr. WOMACK, Mr. KELLY of Mis-
sissippi, Mr. MOORE of North Caro-
lina, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. HARRIS of
North Carolina, Mr. BALDERSON, Mrs.
HoucHIN, Mr. MANN, Mr. RULLI, Mr.
WIED, Mr. FONG, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr.
STEUBE, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BEAN of
Florida, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. TAYLOR,
Mr. CRANK, Mrs. BIGGS of South Caro-
lina, Ms. MALOY, Mr. BRESNAHAN, Mr.
COMER, Mrs. FISCHBACH, Mr. DAVID-
SON, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. TURNER of
Ohio, Mr. CAREY, Mr. HURD of Colo-
rado, Mr. MiLLS, Mr. ROSE, Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina, Mr. NORMAN,
Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr. GOODEN, Mr.
STUTZMAN, Mr. AUSTIN ScOoTT of
Georgia, Mr. KILEY of California, Mr.
HARIDOPOLOS, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Ms. GREENE of Georgia,
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. MOORE of
Alabama, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BERGMAN,
Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. FLOOD, Mr. HAR-
RIS of Maryland, Mr. BARR, Mr. JOR-
DAN, Mr. MESSMER, Mr. DIAZ-BALART,
Mr. GOSAR, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. HILL of
Arkansas, Mr. MCGUIRE, Mr.
ARRINGTON, Mr. TONY GONZALES of
Texas, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. NEHLS, Ms.
FEDORCHAK, Mr. BEGICH, Mr.
BURCHETT, Mr. DONALDS, Mr.
BAUMGARTNER, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr.
CRAWFORD, Mr. LUTTRELL, Mr. DUNN
of Florida, Mr. MASSIE, Mr. MAST,
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. CARTER
of Texas, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. GOLDMAN
of New York, and Mr. JOYCE of Ohio):

H.R. 1301. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the estate and
generation-skipping transfer taxes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FINSTAD (for himself and Mr.
COSTA):

H.R. 1302. A bill to amend the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to clarify
propane storage as an eligible use for funds
provided under the storage facility loan pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

By Mrs. FISCHBACH (for herself, Mr.
CARTER of Georgia, Mrs. HOUCHIN,
Mr. MORAN, Mr. ESTES, Mr. CAREY,

Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. JOHNSON of
South Dakota, Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr.

FINSTAD, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
PFLUGER, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MILLER
of West Virginia, Mr. ROSE, and Mr.
NORMAN):

H.R. 1303. A bill to prohibit the Secretary
of Health and Human Services from imple-
menting, administering, or enforcing provi-
sions relating to minimum staffing stand-
ards for long-term care facilities and Med-
icaid institutional payment transparency re-
porting; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
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on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, Mr.
EVANS of Pennsylvania, Ms.
SHERRILL, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr.
KEAN, Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. NORCROSS,
Mr. RILEY of New York, Ms. SCANLON,
Mr. VAN DREW, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, and Mr. CONAWAY):

H.R. 1304. A bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Improvements for the Nation Act
to reauthorize Delaware River Basin con-
servation programs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Natural Resources, and
in addition to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. FLOOD (for himself and Mr.
BERA):

H.R. 1305. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to establish a
working group to formulate recommenda-
tions for standardizing the measurements of
loneliness and isolation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida (for
herself and Ms. TENNEY):

H.R. 1306. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come any judgments, awards, and settle-
ments with respect to sexual assault or sex-
ual harassment claims, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. FROST (for himself, Mr. SMITH
of Washington, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Ms. SALINAS, Ms.
BALINT, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. FIELDS, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. DAVIS of
Illinois, Mr. MIN, Mrs. DINGELL, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. ROSS, Mrs.
RAMIREZ, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. BEYER, Ms. MATSUI, Mr. EVANS of
Pennsylvania, Mr. CASE, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs. SYKES, Mr.
SWALWELL, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. PALLONE,
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr. AMO, Mr.
CISNEROS, Ms. MENG, Mr. CASAR, Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. STEVENS,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. RASKIN,
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. MOSKOWITZ,
Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr.
NADLER, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. COSTA, Mr.
GOMEZ, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
NEGUSE, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. OLSZEWSKI, Mrs.
BEATTY, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. BROWNLEY,
Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Ms. CASTOR of
Florida, Ms. MORRISON, Mr. MULLIN,
Ms. SCHRIER, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms.
FRIEDMAN, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Ms. LoIs FRANKEL of Florida,

Mrs. TRAHAN, Mrs. MCBATH, Ms.
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Mr. POCAN, Mr. TAKANO,
Ms. SCANLON, Ms. DEXTER, Ms.
WATERS, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.

MCGARVEY, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr.
TONKO, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. GRIJALVA,
Mr. TORRES of New York, Mr. GARCIA

of California, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms.
KeELLY of Illinois, Ms. JACOBS, Ms.
MCBRIDE, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr.
MOULTON, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-

MICK, Ms. BROWN, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr.
LYNCH, Mr. SUBRAMANYAM, Ms. LEE
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of Pennsylvania, Ms. DELBENE, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr.
TURNER of Texas, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Mr. LIEU, Mr. KENNEDY of New
York, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. KEATING,
Ms. ANSARI, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
and Mr. LANDSMAN):

H.R. 1307. A Dbill to establish the Office of
Gun Violence Prevention, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. GOLDEN of Maine:

H.R. 1308. A bill to provide monthly pay-
ments for eligible pregnant women and par-
ents to improve the ability of families to
provide for their children and other family
members, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee (for him-
self, Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. BURCHETT,
Mr. OGLES, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois,
Mr. ESTES, Mr. NORMAN, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana, Mr. ZINKE, Mr.
GUEST, Mr. CRANE, Mr. BENTZ, Mr.
CLINE, Mr. DOWNING, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Ms. MALOY, Mr. COLLINS, and
Mr. VAN DREW):

H.R. 1309. A bill to amend the Securities
Exchange Act of 1934 to prohibit exchanges
from effecting transactions in securities
issued by natural asset companies, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Ms. HAGEMAN (for herself and Mr.
PAPPAS):

H.R. 1310. A bill to limit the closure or con-
solidation of any United States Postal Serv-
ice processing and distribution center in
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

By Mr. HARDER of California (for him-
self, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. GARAMENDI,
Mr. THOMPSON of California, and Mr.
DESAULNIER):

H.R. 1311. A bill to prohibit the Corps of
Engineers from issuing a permit for the
Delta Conveyance Project; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina (for
himself, Ms. MACE, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mr.
STUTZMAN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. SELF,
Mr. BIGGS of Arizona, and Mr.
OGLES):

H.R. 1312. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act to provide that an alien
who has been convicted of a crime is ineli-
gible for asylum, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER (for herself,
Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. HUNT, Mrs. MILLER
of Illinois, Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr.
SCHMIDT, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mr.
BAIRD, Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota,
Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. VAN ORDEN,
Mr. MANN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. LEE of
Florida, Mr. HAMADEH of Arizona, Mr.
DONALDS, and Mr. BURLISON):

H.R. 1313. A bill to prohibit the flying,
draping, or other display of any flag other
than the flag of the United States at public
buildings, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, and in addition to the Committees
on Armed Services, Foreign Affairs, and
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HORSFORD (for himself, Mr.
NORCROSS, Ms. T1TUS, Ms. LEE of Ne-
vada, Mr. CLEAVER, Mrs. RAMIREZ,
Mrs. MCIVER, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
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sissippi, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. BOYLE
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana):

H.R. 1314. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to eliminate the sepa-
rate minimum wage for tipped employees,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. HURD of Colorado:

H.R. 1315. A bill to authorize compensation
to individuals, organizations, and companies
impacted by the Gold King Mine wastewater
spill of 2015, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committee on the Budget, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas (for himself,
Ms. JACOBS, and Mr. LAWLER):

H.R. 1316. A bill to amend the Export Con-
trol Reform Act of 2018 relating to licensing
transparency; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio (for himself, Ms.
BoNAaMICI, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia,
Ms. UNDERWOOD, and Mr. ROGERS of
Alabama):

H.R. 1317. A bill to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to increase
access to services provided by advanced prac-
tice registered nurses under the Medicare
and Medicaid programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. KENNEDY of Utah (for himself
and Ms. STEVENS):

H.R. 1318. A bill to amend the Research and
Development, Competition, and Innovation
Act to clarify the definition of foreign coun-
try for purposes of malign foreign talent re-
cruitment restriction, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology.

By Mr. KILEY of California (for him-

self, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. MESSMER, and Mr.
OGLES):

H.R. 1319. A bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 and the National Labor
Relations Act to clarify the standard for de-
termining whether an individual is an em-
ployee, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. KILEY of California (for him-
self and Mr. MESSMER):

H.R. 1320. A bill to ensure that the provi-
sion of portable benefits to an individual is
not considered in determining whether such
individual is an employee of a person; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (for
himself, Ms. NORTON, Ms. BARRAGAN,
Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr.
COURTNEY, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mrs. TORRES
of California, Ms. CHU, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. FOUSHEE,
Mr. CARSON, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
DAvIis of Illinois, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. TITUS, Ms. CRAIG,
Mrs. MCcCLAIN DELANEY, Ms.
DELAURO, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Mr. MAGAZINER, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. TONKO, Mrs.
RAMIREZ, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. MULLIN,
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. DELUZIO,
Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. BEYER, Mr. FiG-
URES, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. PETTERSEN,
Ms. KAPTUR, and Mr. VEASEY):

H.R. 1321. A bill to extend the financial dis-
closure requirements of subchapter I of chap-
ter 131 of title 5, United States Code, to cer-
tain special Government employees, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ (for her-
self and Ms. STANSBURY):

H.R. 1322. A bill to approve the settlement
of water rights claims of the Pueblos of
Acoma and Laguna in the Rio San José
Stream System and the Pueblos of Jemez
and Zia in the Rio Jemez Stream System in
the State of New Mexico, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ (for her-
self and Ms. STANSBURY):

H.R. 1323. A bill to approve the settlement
of water rights claims of Ohkay Owingeh in
the Rio Chama Stream System, to restore
the Bosque on Pueblo Land in the State of
New Mexico, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ (for her-
self and Ms. STANSBURY):

H.R. 1324. A Dbill to approve the settlement
of water rights claims of the Navajo Nation
in the Rio San José Stream System in the
State of New Mexico, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. LUCAS (for himself and Ms.
LOFGREN):

H.R. 1325. A bill to provide for transparent
licensing of commercial remote sensing sys-
tems, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. LUCAS (for himself and Ms.
LOFGREN):

H.R. 1326. A bill to provide for Department
of Energy and Department of Agriculture
joint research and development activities,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Agriculture, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. LUTTRELL (for himself and
Mr. OGLES):

H.R. 1327. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to conduct a threat as-
sessment of terrorist threats to the United
States posed by individuals in Syria with an
affiliation with a Foreign Terrorist Organi-
zation or a Specially Designated Global Ter-
rorist Organization, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security.

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS (for herself, Mr.

PANETTA, Mr. BUCHANAN, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. HERNANDEZ, and Mr.
LAWLER):

H.R. 1328. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish the critical
supply chains reshoring investment tax cred-
it; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS (for herself, Ms.
CHU, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. LALOTA, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr.
FrY, Ms. DELBENE, Mrs. MILLER of
West Virginia, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK, Mr. GIMENEZ, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Mr. LAWLER, Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr.

IssA, Mr. DAvis of Illinois, Mr.
STAUBER, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mrs.
HoucHIN, Mr. RUIZ, Mr. BACON, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. TONY GONZALES of
Texas, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. MOYLAN,

Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Ms.
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LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr. BARR, Ms.
Lois FRANKEL of Florida, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. GARCIA of Illinois,
Mr. NEWHOUSE, Ms. BYNUM, Mrs. KIM,
Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. LIEU, Ms. JA-
COBS, Mrs. SYKES, Mr. RuLLI, Ms. LEE
of Nevada, Mr. AMODEI of Nevada, Ms.
MCCLELLAN, Mr. LANGWORTHY, Mrs.
RAMIREZ, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. PINGREE,
Mr. JAMES, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of
Texas, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. CAREY, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
VAN DREW, Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. NAD-
LER, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. OWENS, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. MAST, Mr.
BILIRAKIS, Mr. ROUZER, Ms. MENG,

Mr. CORREA, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. BENTZ, Mrs. MCBATH, Ms.
DEGETTE, Ms. TOKUDA, and Ms.
RIVAS):

H.R. 1329. A bill to permit the Smithsonian
American Women’s History Museum to be lo-
cated within the Reserve of the National
Mall, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS (for herself, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mrs.
DINGELL, Mr. TONY GONZALES of
Texas, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
SCHWEIKERT, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. BENTZ,
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. LANGWORTHY,
Mr. LAWLER, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. ISSA,
Mr. CAREY, Mr. BACON, Mr. NUNN of
Iowa, Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia,
Mr. LALOTA, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. BARR,
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Mr. CORREA, Mrs. KiM,
Mr. RuLLl, Mr. FrY, Ms. CHU, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Ms. MENG, Ms. DELBENE, Mr.
OWENS, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. JAMES,
Mr. MAST, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
Mr. AMODEI of Nevada, Mr. McGovV-
ERN, Ms. Lois FRANKEL of Florida,
Mr. ROUZER, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. MOYLAN, Mrs. RAMIREZ,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ
of Texas, Ms. LEE of Nevada, and Mr.
NEWHOUSE):

H.R. 1330. A bill to permit the Smithsonian
National Museum of the American Latino to
be located within the Reserve of the Na-
tional Mall, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on House Administration, and in
addition to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. MCCLELLAN (for herself and
Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 1331. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to enhance teacher and
school leader quality partnership grants; to
the Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. MIN (for himself, Ms.
BROWNLEY, and Ms. ELFRETH):

H.R. 1332. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to establish and carry out a pro-
gram to sequence the genomes of aquatic
species; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. MOORE of North Carolina (for
himself and Mr. EDWARDS):

H.R. 1333. A bill to amend the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of
1991 to designate a portion of United States
Route 74 in North Carolina as a future inter-
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state, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

By Mr. MOSKOWITZ (for himself, Mr.
DIAZ-BALART, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
McCoORMICK, and Mr. TONY GONZALES
of Texas):

H.R. 1334. A bill to permit a single applica-
tion to be submitted to the COPS Director or
BJA Director for the matching grant pro-
gram for school security; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Mr. MOSKOWITZ (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, and Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK):

H.R. 1335. A bill to enhance the safety of el-
ementary and secondary schools by requiring
emergency response and parental notifica-
tion procedures and improving the security
of interior and exterior doors, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Education
and Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr.
DAvVIsS of North Carolina, Mrs.
KIGGANS of Virginia, Ms. STRICKLAND,
Mr. WITTMAN, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Ms.
ROSS, Mr. VAN ORDEN, and Mrs. BIGGS
of South Carolina):

H.R. 1336. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a pilot program
to furnish hyperbaric oxygen therapy to a
veteran who has a traumatic brain injury or
post-traumatic stress disorder; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. NEAL (for himself and Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania):

H.R. 1337. A Dbill to add Ireland to the E3
nonimmigrant visa program; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself and Ms.
MALOY):

H.R. 1338. A bill to amend the Disaster Re-
covery Reform Act of 2018 to require the
President to automatically waive certain
critical document fees for individuals and
households affected by major disasters for
which assistance is provided under the Indi-
viduals and Households Program; to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa (for himself and
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina):

H.R. 1339. A bill to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to carry out a
study relating to the resiliency of Social Se-
curity and Medicare; to the Committee on
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. YAKYM, Mr.

CORREA, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. SCHOLTEN,
Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr.
MULLIN, Mr. IssA, Mr. HARDER of
California, Mr. BACON, Ms. McCOL-
LUM, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.

RUTHERFORD, Mr. CosTA, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
LAWLER, Ms. DE LA CRrUZ, Ms.
PETTERSEN, Ms. ANSARI, Mr.
LICCARDO, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 1340. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the exclusion of
gain from the sale of a principal residence,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. PERRY (for himself, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
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vania, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania,
Mr. BRESNAHAN, Mr. JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, and Mr. RESCHENTHALER):

H.R. 1341. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2007 with respect
to certain regulatory actions related to hy-
draulic fracturing within the Susquehanna,
Delaware, and Potomac River basins, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. PERRY:

H.R. 1342. A bill to prohibit discrimination
based on political affiliation in granting dis-
aster assistance; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself and Mr.
S0TO):

H.R. 1343. A bill to require the Assistant
Secretary of Commerce for Communications
and Information to submit to Congress a
plan for the Assistant Secretary to track the
acceptance, processing, and disposal of cer-
tain Form 299s, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER (for him-
self, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. THOMPSON of
Pennsylvania, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. DELUZIO, and Ms.
BROWNLEY):

H.R. 1344. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to expand eligibility for
headstones, markers, and burial receptacles
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to certain individ-
uals who died before November 11, 1998; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. RULLI,
Mr. PERRY, and Mr. BIGGS of Ari-
zona):

H.R. 1345. A bill to repeal the Portable
Fuel Container Safety Act of 2020 and the
Children’s Gasoline Burn Prevention Act,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for him-
self, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mrs. MILLER-
MEEKS, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr.
FLooD, Mr. BosT, Mr. MILLER of Ohio,
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. FINSTAD,
Mr. ESTES, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. MOORE
of Utah, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. NUNN of
Iowa, Mr. SORENSEN, Ms. KELLY of Il-
linois, Mr. ALFORD, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mr. MANN, Mrs. HINSON,
Mrs. FISCHBACH, Mr. BACON, Mr.
SCHMIDT, Mr. GUEST, Mr. CLEAVER,
Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, and Mr. DAVIS
of North Carolina):

H.R. 1346. A bill to amend the Clean Air
Act with respect to the ethanol waiver for
Reid Vapor Pressure under that Act, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. HERN of Okla-
homa, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. MILLER of

Ohio, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. LAHOOD,
Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr.
MORAN, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr. CAREY, Ms.
STRICKLAND, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. Pa-
NETTA, Mr. QUIGLEY, and Ms.
TENNEY):

H.R. 1347. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the
allowance for depreciation, amortization, or
depletion for purposes of determining the in-
come limitation on the deduction for busi-
ness interest; to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and
Ms. WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 1348. A bill to authorize the Secretary
of Homeland Security to adjust the status of
certain aliens who are nationals of Ven-
ezuela to that of aliens lawfully admitted for
permanent residence, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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By Mr. STEUBE (for himself, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. HARIDOPOLOS, Mr.
MCGUIRE, and Mr. BIGGS of Arizona):

H.R. 1349. A bill to amend title XI of the
Social Security Act to exclude providers of
certain abortion services from participation
in the Medicare program; to the Committee
on Ways and Means, and in addition to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. STEVENS (for herself and Mr.
BAIRD):

H.R. 1350. A bill to provide for Department
of Energy and National Science Foundation
research and development coordination, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. STRONG (for himself, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. ROGERS of
Alabama, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. PALM-
ER, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr.
ALFORD, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. HARRIS of
Maryland, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. BABIN, Mr. DOWNING, and
Mr. ROSE):

H.R. 1351. A bill to amend the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to re-
quire the recitation of the Pledge of Alle-
giance and the display of the American Flag
in certain federally funded elementary and
secondary schools, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM:

H.R. 1352. A bill to designate the General
George C. Marshall House, in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, as an affiliated area of
the National Park System, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. TIFFANY (for himself and Mrs.
MCOBATH):

H.R. 1353. A Dbill to ensure that homicides
can be prosecuted under Federal law without
regard to the time elapsed between the act
or omission that caused the death of the vic-
tim and the death itself; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

By Ms. TLAIB (for herself, Mr.
CLEAVER, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. GARCIA

of Illinois, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr.
FRrROST, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. PRESSLEY,

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, and Mr. MFUME):

H.R. 1354. A bill to amend the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 to clarify that disparate impacts
on certain populations constitute a suffi-
cient basis for rights of action under such
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Education and Workforce,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. TONKO (for himself, Ms. KAP-
TUR, Mr. RILEY of New York, Mr.
MOYLAN, and Mr. LAWLER):

H.R. 1355. A bill to amend the Energy Con-
servation and Production Act to reauthorize
the Weatherization Assistance Program, di-
rect the Secretary of Energy to establish a
weatherization readiness program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mrs. TORRES of California:

H.R. 1356. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior and the Secretary of Homeland
Security, acting through the Administrator
of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, to establish a pilot grant program
to address damage from mudslides that occur
after a wildland fire, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
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frastructure, and in addition to the Com-

mittee on Natural Resources, for a period to

be subsequently determined by the Speaker,

in each case for consideration of such provi-

sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. TURNER of Ohio (for himself,

Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. TENNEY, Ms. MOORE

of Wisconsin, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-

ida, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr.

RULLI, Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia,

Mr. BAIRD, Mr. BERGMAN, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr.
STEIL, Mr. POCAN, Mr. JOYCE of Ohio,
Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, and Mrs.
SPARTZ):

H.R. 1357. A bill to increase the benefits
guaranteed in connection with certain pen-
sion plans, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce, and
in addition to the Committee on Ways and
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 1358. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to codify patients rights
to hospital visitation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means,
and in addition to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. EVANS of
Pennsylvania, Mr. NADLER, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr.
CARSON, Mr. COHEN, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
MCCORMICK, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. WATERS, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms.
KELLY of Illinois, Ms. WILSON of Flor-
ida, Mr. TURNER of Texas, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. BROWN, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. THANEDAR,
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania, and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 1359. A Dbill to direct the Director of
the National Museum of African American
History and Culture to conduct a study on
Black history education efforts in public ele-
mentary and secondary schools, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on House
Administration.

By Mr. WEBER of Texas (for himself,
Mr. NEHLS, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr.
BABIN, and Mr. GILL of Texas):

H.R. 1360. A bill to require benefit eligi-
bility determinations to be made within a
certain period of time; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida (for him-
self, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr.
GOODEN, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
STAUBER, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. COLLINS,
Mr. BACON, Mr. DUNN of Florida, and
Mr. MANN):

H.R. 1361. A bill to clarify certain regula-
tions to allow for the installation of pul-
sating light systems for high-mounted stop
lamps, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture, and in addition to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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By Mr. HILL of Arkansas (for himself,
Mr. MEUSER, Mr. OGLES, Mrs. WAG-
NER, Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr.
MOORE of North Carolina, Mr.
HARIDOPOLOS, Mr. BARR, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas, Mr. DONALDS, Ms.
SALAZAR, Mr. DOWNING, Mr. NORMAN,
and Mr. GROTHMAN):

H.J. Res. 59. A joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the Bureau
of Consumer Financial Protection relating
to ‘““‘Overdraft Lending: Very Large Financial
Institutions’; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Mr. WOMACK (for himself, Ms. CAS-
TOR of Florida, Mrs. HOUCHIN, Mr.
BENTZ, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
LUTTRELL, Mr. LALOTA, Mr. ZINKE,
Mr. BosT, Mr. CosSTA, Mr. FINSTAD,
Ms. Foxx, Mr. MOYLAN, Ms. McCoL-
LUM, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr.
SESSIONS, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. FLOOD,
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. EZELL,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
LUCAS, Mr. GARBARINO, Ms.
STANSBURY, Mr. LAWLER, Ms. MALOY,
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr.
CLYDE, Mr. ALFORD, Mr. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. COLLINS,
Mr. KENNEDY of New York, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. KEATING,
Mr. LANGWORTHY, Ms. DE LA CRUZ,
Mr. GRAVES, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. GOLD-
EN of Maine, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. ROGERS
of Alabama, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr.
MEUSER, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BEAN of
Florida, Mr. TURNER of Ohio, Mr.
RULLI, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. VASQUEZ,
Mr. BISHOP, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. DAVID
ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr.
AMODEI of Nevada, Mrs. MILLER of
West Virginia, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr.
DAvis of North Carolina, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. SIMPSON,
Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Mr. COLE, Ms. DAVIDS of Kan-
sas, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mrs.
SYKES, Mr. WESTERMAN, Mr.
TIMMONS, Mr. COMER, Mr. KEAN, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. AUSTIN
ScoTrT of Georgia, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
YAKYM, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. GROTHMAN,
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
BERGMAN, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. PERRY, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. CAREY, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. HUDSON, Mr.
LATTA, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. GUEST,
Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. MANN, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. KUSTOFF,
Mr. FALLON, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
DELUZIO, Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. VAN
DREW, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. CRENSHAW,
Mr. DONALDS, Mr. BAUMGARTNER, Ms.
TENNEY, Mr. BURLISON, and Mr.
PFLUGER):

H. Con. Res. 12. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting the Local Radio Freedom Act; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. ALFORD:

H. Res. 129. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of February 9, 2025, as the
first ever ‘“Gulf of America Day’” and cele-
brating the importance of changing the Gulf
of Mexico to the Gulf of America; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. BERA (for himself and Mr.
BARR):

H. Res. 130. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives in con-
demning the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China for its harassment and ef-
forts to intimidate American citizens and
other individuals on United States soil with
the goal of suppressing speech and narratives
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the People’s Republic of China finds unwel-
come; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
and in addition to the Committees on the Ju-
diciary, and Education and Workforce, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GUEST (for himself and Mr.

DESAULNIER):

H. Res. 131. A resolution providing
amounts for the expenses of the Committee
on Ethics in the One Hundred Nineteenth
Congress; to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration.

By Ms. MACE:

H. Res. 132. A resolution censuring Rep-
resentative Robert Garcia of California for
inciting violence against a special govern-
ment employee; to the Committee on Ethics.

By Mr. MANN (for himself, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. SMITH of
Missouri, Mr. CosSTA, Mr. CRAWFORD,

Mr. DAvis of North Carolina, Mr.
ROGERS of Alabama, Ms. DAVIDS of
Kansas, Mr. WESTERMAN, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. ADERHOLT, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. VALADAO, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. GRAVES, Ms. PIN-

GREE, Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia,
Ms. MCDONALD RIVET, Mrs. WAGNER,
Ms. CrRAIG, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Mr. SMITH of Nebraska,
Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-
ida, Mr. BoST, Mr. BACON, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
ROUZER, Mr. KELLY of Mississippi,
Mr. CLINE, Mr. ESTES, Mr. MEUSER,
Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. ALFORD, Mr.
LAMALFA, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Mr.
KUSTOFF, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. FLOOD,
Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Ms. DE
LA CruUZ, Mr. ROSE, Mr. ScCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. MOORE of
North Carolina, Mr. MESSMER, Mr.
SHREVE, Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania,
Mr. MCDOWELL, Mr. GOODEN, Mr.
NUNN of Iowa, Mr. HURD of Colorado,
Ms. LEE of Florida, Mrs. MILLER of I1-
linois, Mr. COMER, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr.

GROTHMAN, Mr. BRESNAHAN, Mr.
BALDERSON, Mr. BAIRD, and Mr.
LUCAS):

H. Res. 133. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of February 15 through
February 22, 2025, as ‘‘National FFA Week”’,
recognizing the important role of the Na-
tional FFA Organization in developing the
next generation of leaders who will change
the world, and celebrating the 90th anniver-
sary of New Farmers of America and the 75th
anniversary of the Federal charter to Future
Farmers of America; to the Committee on
Agriculture.

By Mr. MCGOVERN:

H. Res. 134. A resolution providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 185) to advance re-
sponsible policies; to the Committee on

Rules.
By Mr. MEEKS (for himself, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr.
HOYER):

H. Res. 135. A resolution affirming the na-
ture and importance of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization and Article 5 commit-
ments under the North Atlantic Treaty; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Ms. TOKUDA (for herself, Mr. CASE,
Mrs. RADEWAGEN, and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H. Res. 136. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of February 2025 as ‘‘Ha-
waiian Language Month” or ‘‘‘Olelo Hawai’i
Month”’; to the Committee on Education and
Workforce.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. COMER:

H.R. 1276.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 4, Section 3, Clause 2

““The Congress shall have Power to dispose
of and make all needful Rules and Regula-
tions respecting the Territory or other Prop-
erty belonging to the United States; and
nothing in this Constitution shall be so con-
strued as to Prejudice any Claims of the
United States, or of any particular State.”

By Mr. AMO:

H.R. 1277.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Mr. AMODEI of Nevada:

H.R. 1278.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority on which this
bill rests is the power of Congress to coin
money under Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S.
Constitution.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 1279.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Necessary and Proper Clause of Article
1 Section 8

The Congress shall have the power to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution . . .

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 1280.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Necessary and Proper Clause of Article
1 Section 8

The Congress shall have the power to make
all laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carrying into execution . . .

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 1281.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 1282.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 1283.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I

By Mr. BOST:

H.R. 1284.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. BOST:

H.R. 1285.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII, Clause XVIII

By Mr. BRESNAHAN:

H.R. 1286.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of section 8 of article I of the Con-
stitution, to ‘‘provide for the common de-
fense and general welfare of the United
States.”

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 1287.

February 13, 2025

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. BROWNLEY:

H.R. 1288.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 1289.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 1290.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 1291.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution, specifically clause 1 and clause 18.

By Mr. CALVERT:

H.R. 1292.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution, specifically clause 1 and clause 18.

By Mr. CASTEN:

H.R. 1293.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 of the Con-
stitution

By Mr. CISCOMANT:

H.R. 1294.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. COMER:

H.R. 1295.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution, in that the legislation ‘‘is nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the . . . Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

By Mr. CONAWAY:

H.R. 1296.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The General Welfare Clause found in Arti-
cle I, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S. Con-
stitution.

By Mr. CUELLAR:

H.R. 1297.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina:

H.R. 1298.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

By Mr. DIAZ-BALART:

H.R. 1299.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. DUNN of Florida:

H.R. 1300.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 1301.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8, clause I (Taxing and
Spending Clause)

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 1302.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mrs. FISCHBACH:

H.R. 1303.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art I, Sec 8

By Mr. FITZPATRICK:

H.R. 1304.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII, Clause 18

By Mr. FLOOD:

H.R. 1305.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida:

H.R. 1306.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. FROST:

H.R. 1307.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
U.S. Constitution

By Mr. GOLDEN of Maine:

H.R. 1308.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. GREEN of Tennessee:

H.R. 1309.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Ms. HAGEMAN:

H.R. 1310.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. HARDER of California:

H.R. 1311.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

By Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina:

H.R. 1312.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Article 4 Section 4.

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER:

H.R. 1313.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I; Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. HORSFORD:

H.R. 1314.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution.

By Mr. HURD of Colorado:

H.R. 1315.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 18 (the Nec-
essary and Proper Clause) Under this clause,
Congress has the power to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 1316.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio:

H.R. 1317.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. KENNEDY of Utah:

H.R. 1318.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have power to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.

By Mr. KILEY of California:

H.R. 1319.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. KILEY of California:

H.R. 1320.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. LARSON of Connecticut:

H.R. 1321.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 1322.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 1323.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ:

H.R. 1324.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. LUCAS:

H.R. 1325.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. LUCAS:

H.R. 1326.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. LUTTRELL:

H.R. 1327.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8. To make laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into execution the foregoing powers, and all
other powers vested by this Constitution in
the government of the United States, or in
any department or officer thereof.

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS:

H.R. 1328.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS:

H.R. 1329.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. MALLIOTAKIS:

H.R. 1330.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. MCCLELLAN:

H.R. 1331.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. MIN:

H.R. 1332.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

By Mr. MOORE of North Carolina:

H.R. 1333.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I

By Mr. MOSKOWITZ:

H.R. 1334.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 3(d) (1) of rule XIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Committee find the authority for this
legislation in article I, section 8 of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. MOSKOWITZ:

H.R. 1335.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 3(d)(1) of rule XIII of
the Rules of the House of Representatives,
the Committee find the authority for this
legislation in article I, section 8 of the Con-
stitution.

By Mr. MURPHY::

H.R. 1336.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. NEAL:

H.R. 1337.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 1338.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa:

H.R. 1339.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 1340.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. PERRY:

H.R. 1341.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution.

By Mr. PERRY:

H.R. 1342.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution.

By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 1343.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER:

H.R. 1344.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 1345.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska:

H.R. 1346.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18
By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska:

H.R. 1347.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 1348.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. STEUBE:

H.R. 1349.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Ms. STEVENS:

H.R. 1350.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. STRONG:

H.R. 1351.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1

By Mr. SUBRAMANYAM:

H.R. 1352.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. TIFFANY:

H.R. 1353.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. TLAIB:

H.R. 1354.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution.

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 1355.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mrs. TORRES of California:

H.R. 1356.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

According to Article 1: Section 8: Clause
18: of the United States Constitution, seen
below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress.

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in

By Mr. TURNER of Ohio:

H.R. 1357.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. VAN DREW:

H.R. 1358.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN:

H.R. 1359.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: [The Con-
gress shall have Power .. .] To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United

States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.
By Mr. WEBER of Texas:
H.R. 1360.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18
By Mr. WEBSTER of Florida:
H.R. 1361.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8
By Mr. HILL of Arkansas:
H.J. Res. 59.
Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 22: Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 210: Ms. LOFGREN.

H.R. 250: Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. VEASEY, and
Mr. VALADAO.

H.R. 271: Mr. GUTHRIE, Ms. FEDORCHAK, Mr.
MCGUIRE, and Mr. YAKYM.

H.R. 272: Mr. GUTHRIE, Ms. FEDORCHAK, and
Mr. MCGUIRE.

H.R. 307: Mr. STANTON, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
McCORMICK, Mr. CARSON, and Ms. CRAIG.

H.R. 309: Mrs. RADEWAGEN and Mr.
MCcCAUL.

H.R. 330: Mr. GRIFFITH and Mr. PFLUGER.

H.R. 396: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 412: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 424: Mr. PFLUGER.

H.R. 433: Mr. VARGAS, Mr. COHEN, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, and Ms. MCCLELLAN.
. 451: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. TIMMONS.

. 452: Mr. MRVAN.

. 465: Mr. BEAN of Florida and Mr. VAN
. 484: Mr. KEATING.

. 486: Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi.

. 498: Mr. WEBER of Texas.

H.R. 539: Mr. MORAN, Ms. MCDONALD RIVET,
and Mrs. WAGNER.

H.R. 645: Mr. NEHLS.

H.R. 649: Ms. FoxxX, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. CRAWFORD, and
Mr. ONDER.

H.R. 657: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 712: Mrs. DINGELL.

H.R. 738: Mr. DAVID ScOTT of Georgia.

H.R. 743: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

. 748: Mr. VAN DREW.

. 768: Mrs. HAYES.

. 785: Mr. SUOZZI.

. 816: Mr. VAN DREW.

. 821: Mr. L1IEU and Ms. BROWNLEY.
. 846: Mr. FROST.

. 8562: Mr. FROST.

. 879: Mr. COHEN and Mr. OWENS.
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H.R. 899: Mr. NEHLS.

H.R. 909: Mr. MEUSER, Mr. YAKYM, Mr.
STRONG, Mr. LALOTA, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr.
ADERHOLT.

H.R. 932:

H.R. 934:

H.R. 937:

H.R. 973:

H.R. 977: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama.

H.R. 989: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. Fi1G-
URES, and Ms. CROCKETT.

H.R. 1004: Ms. TLAIB.

H.R. 1008: Mr. LALOTA, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. Suozzi, Mr. RILEY of New York,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MANNION,
Ms. GILLEN, and Mr. ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 1009: Mr. LALOTA, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Mr. Suozzi, Mr. RILEY of New York,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MANNION,
Ms. GILLEN, and Mr. ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 1024: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H.R. 1029: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 1037: Mr. DONALDS, Mr. YAKYM, and
Mr. RULLI.

H.R. 1039: Mr. COLLINS, Mr. HARIDOPOLOS,
and Mr. FITZGERALD.

H.R. 1041: Mr. MESSMER.

H.R. 1052: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 1059: Ms. VAN DUYNE.

H.R. 1061: Mr. HERNANDEZ, Mrs. TRAHAN,
Mr. FROST, and Ms. MENG.

H.R. 1066: Mr. VAN DREW.

H.R. 1076: Ms. McDONALD RIVET and Mr.
MANN.

H.R. 1084: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 1086: Mr. BACON and Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 1089: Ms. BOEBERT and Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina.

H.R. 1099: Mr. MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 1101: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, and
Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 1106: Mr. CASE.

H.R. 1120: Ms. MACE.

H.R. 1121: Mr. BARR, Mrs. DINGELL, and Mr.
DUNN of Florida.

. 1127: Mrs. HARSHBARGER.

. 1131: Mr. BARRETT.

. 1150: Mr. STEIL and Mr. FITZGERALD.
. 11563: Mr. CUELLAR.

. 1155: Mr. ISSA.

. 1163: Mrs. FISCHBACH.

. 1164: Mr. LIEU.

H.R. 1171: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas,

CAREY, and Ms. VAN DUYNE.

. 1172: Mr. VAN DREW.

. 1196: Mr. CoSTA and Mr. PANETTA.
: Mr. BEAN of Florida.

: Mr. VAN DREW.

: Mr. MCCLINTOCK.

: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

. : Mr. MAST.

H.R. 1250: Mr. CRENSHAW.

H.R. 1251: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE and
DEGETTE.

H.R. 1253: Mr. MANN.

H.J. Res. 20: Mr. LANGWORTHY.

H.J. Res. 35: Mr. GRIFFITH.

H. Res. 23: Mr. KENNEDY of New York, Mr.
PANETTA, and Mr. SORENSEN.

H. Res. 70: Ms. MCBRIDE, Mr. LATIMER, and
Mrs. MCCLAIN Delaney.

H. Res. 71: Mr. LUTTRELL.

H. Res. 126: Mr. FROST.

Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

SALINAS.
VAN DREW.
VAN DREW.
BACON.
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