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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Illinois).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
February 6, 2025.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARY
E. MILLER to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2025, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

CONGRATULATING THE GORDON
LONGHORNS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
the Gordon Longhorns for their win
over the Whiteface Antelopes with a
score of 70-24 to become the UIL Class
1A Division 1 State Football Cham-
pions.

The Gordon Longhorns finished the
season with a perfect record of 15 wins
and 0 losses. After a season of early

mornings, long hours on the field, and
staying focused in school, these stu-
dent athletes and trainers and coaches
showed dedication, strength, and an
unwavering commitment to victory. I
am proud that all their hard work and
dedication throughout the year has
paid off.

As some of these bright and talented
individuals prepare for their next en-
deavors, I wish them the best of luck
and blessings for an even brighter and
more victorious future. Go Longhorns.
In God we trust.

——
A HOSTILE TAKEOVER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) for
5 minutes.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam
Speaker, today is February 6. It is my
80th birthday, and I should be cele-
brating, but you know what? I am
mourning. You know why? Because
Elon Musk, an unelected billionaire
donor, has mounted a hostile takeover
of the Federal Government.

It is an astonishing display of corrup-
tion: A billionaire CEO who is not con-
firmed, who is accountable to no one,
and who donated millions to Donald
Trump’s election campaign is now in
charge of the Treasury Department’s
payment system. He is doing what vul-
ture capitalists have done to American
businesses across the country.

They come in, do a hostile takeover,
strip a company of its parts, and layoff
a third of the hardworking people who
make the company run. But you know
what the difference is? This company is
the United States of America. The
parts that he is stripping out are our
private information. They are attempt-
ing to dismiss committed workers who
make this country run, and they are
ripping the American people off in the
process. Donald Trump is cosigning all
of it.

The richest man in the world now has
access to the personal information and
financial information of millions of
Americans, including Social Security
numbers and bank account details.
This unprecedented breach of public
trust puts countless Americans at risk
of identity theft, financial fraud, and
political retaliation.

Handing over such sensitive informa-
tion to a reckless billionaire with a
history of self-serving business deal-
ings and foreign interests is not just ir-
responsible, it is dangerous.

He is attempting to dismantle the
systems within the Federal Govern-
ment for several reasons. First, con-
trary to the image he has worked to
cultivate, he is not a competent man-
ager. He does not understand how
many government organizations func-
tion or the important role they play in
supporting the United States and its
citizens. Rather than learn, he is
choosing to break them like a frus-
trated and impatient child.

Second, he sees an opportunity to
make more money. His companies al-
ready receive billions in government
contracts by taking control of key
parts of the Federal system. He can
steer more taxpayer money into his
pockets.

Last is ideological. He was born and
raised in South Africa under the apart-
heid system, and he is a white su-
premacist. He elevates the opinions of
neo-Nazis on his social media platform.
He proudly gave a Nazi salute at a
rally earlier this year. He does not
want the government to work for or
answer to anyone who is not a straight,
rich, White man.

Since the moment my office opened
Monday morning and continuing, my
constituents have been calling my of-
fice understandably furious at this
naked display of corruption. I share in
their outrage. This is an outrageous
thing we are witnessing.

My congressional colleagues and I
have been in discussions over the past
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few days about what we can do to fight
back. I am fully committed to using
every tool at my disposal to resist this
egregious, un-American, and unconsti-
tutional overreach.

To those listening, call your Rep-
resentatives and tell them how you feel
about this out-of-touch billionaire
reaching his hands into your private
information. To the civil servant em-
ployees who work every day to keep
the government running, I ask you to
stand your ground.

Tell those minions of the unelected
billionaire donor that you don’t work
for them; you work for the American
people. When they demand access, tell
them no. When they tell you that you
are dismissed, tell them to speak to
your union rep because you are not
leaving until you hear from them.

Stand up, American people. Stand up
for your families and protect your
rights. To my Republican colleagues,
aren’t there at least three who believe
in America?

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

———

CAREER AND TECHNICAL
EDUCATION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise to discuss a
topic fundamental to the strength of
our workforce and the future of our
economy: career and technical edu-
cation, otherwise known as CTE.

Yesterday, I introduced a resolution
celebrating CTE month and high-
lighting these programs’ vital role in
preparing students for high-skill, high-
wage careers. The reach of CTE pro-
grams is vast. They shape industries
that are the backbone of our economy,
healthcare, information technology,
advanced manufacturing, infrastruc-
ture, and the skilled trades, just to
name a few.

With a record number of learners en-
rolled in CTE programs nationwide,
more than 12 million, it is clear that
these initiatives are making a dif-
ference. However, we still face a major
challenge: a skills gap.

Today, there are approximately 8
million job openings in this country.
Businesses, both large and small, are
struggling to find qualified workers
with specialized skills needed to com-
pete in an ever-evolving job market.

Emerging technologies like artificial
intelligence, cybersecurity, and auto-
mation are reshaping our economy, de-
manding higher levels of expertise,
problem-solving, and adaptability from
our workforce. The solution is clear:
We must continue to invest in CTE
programs.

These programs bridge the gap be-
tween education and employment, en-
suring that students and workers of all
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ages have the tools that they need to
succeed. CTE is a powerful pathway to
success.

By providing hands-on experience, in-
dustry certifications, and real-world
knowledge applications, CTE empowers
individuals to secure high-quality jobs
and build prosperous careers.

I have long recognized the impor-
tance of CTE through legislation like
the Strengthening Career and Tech-
nical Education for the 21st Century
Act. This investment modernizes Fed-
eral support for CTE programs and pro-
vides greater flexibility for States and
local communities to tailor education
to workforce needs.

A practical outcome of this that I
have seen is we were under-enrolled,
and, today, as a result of that legisla-
tion, we now have waiting lists of indi-
viduals, both youth and adults, seeking
this pathway to success in life.

The results speak for themselves. Ac-
cording to a recent analysis, CTE stu-
dents in secondary programs have a 4-
year graduation rate of over 96 percent.
This is significantly higher than the
national average.

According to the CTE Research Net-
work, which conducts analyses of CTE
in coordination with the Institute of
Education Sciences at the Department
of Education, CTE has significant,
positive impacts on several high school
outcomes, including academic achieve-
ment, employability skills, and post-
secondary readiness.

Employers also report that CTE
graduates are better prepared for the
workforce, stating they possess the
necessary technical skills and work
readiness to excel in their roles. None
of this would be possible without the
dedicated educators, administrators,
and support staff who work tirelessly
to promote and expand CTE programs.

Their commitment to student suc-
cess is invaluable, and we owe them
our deepest gratitude for preparing the
next generation of skilled profes-
sionals.

I thank my partner on this legisla-
tion here in the House, Representative
BoNAMICI, as well as my counterparts
across the Capitol, Senators BALDWIN,
BuDD, KAINE, and YOUNG, for joining
me in introducing this commonsense
effort.

Madam Speaker, as we look ahead,
we must remain committed to
strengthening CTE, ensuring that
every student, regardless of their back-
ground, has access to these opportuni-
ties. By doing so, we close the skills
gap and build a more competitive and
resilient economy that benefits all
Americans.

————

“WE WERE STRANGERS ONCE,
TOO”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Jersey (Mrs. MCIVER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MCIVER. Madam Speaker, I rise
to celebrate the incredible voices and
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stories captured in “We Were Strangers
Once, Too.” This is a powerful memoir
retelling the immigrant journeys and
stories of students from my district.

I had the opportunity to meet these
young authors and witness them share
vulnerable and deeply personal experi-
ences. Their stories highlighted the dif-
ficult reality for many migrants who
leave their home country in pursuit of
a better life.

These stories highlight something
else: Hope—hope for a brighter future
and hope rooted in the belief that, no
matter where we come from, we all de-
serve dignity, safety, and happiness.

As immigrants are othered by divi-
sive policies, stories like these bring us
closer together and show our shared
humanity is stronger than what tries
to divide us. They serve as a reminder,
as President Obama once said: ‘“We
were strangers once, t00.”

I commend the bravery of the stu-
dent authors sharing these truths and
the work of their editor, Shawn Adler,
who is here with us in the gallery
today. Thank you for sharing your
voices with the world.

HONORING INEZ ROSALIE ALICK ELLIOT’S 108TH
BIRTHDAY

Mrs. MCIVER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Inez Rosalie Alick El-
liot, who just celebrated her 108th
birthday. Known as Rose to family and
friends, she celebrated her 108th birth-
day on January 20.

Faith has always been a cornerstone
for Rose’s life. A long-time member of
Calvary Baptist Church in East Or-
ange, Rose embodies the spirit of serv-
ice and dedication. Her commitment to
our community has been recognized
with numerous accolades.

She was honored with the Essex
County Legends Award for her con-
tributions and work improving the
lives of fellow seniors. Known for her
grace, laughter, and wisdom, she re-
mains a positive role model for all of
us. She is a beacon of inspiration, re-
minding us all that faith, service, and
laughter are the keys to a long, ful-
filling life. Happy birthday, Rose.

MAKING SNAP MORE ACCESSIBLE

Mrs. MCIVER. Madam Speaker, I in-
troduced the SNAP Benefits Fairness
Act in the U.S. House with Representa-
tive SHONTEL BROWN to remove the
housing cap on the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program and make
SNAP benefits more accessible to those
who need them.
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Madam Speaker, the cost of housing
is taking up more and more of Ameri-
cans’ paychecks, and SNAP benefits
are not keeping up. It is time to bring
SNAP up to speed and create opportu-
nities for working families to use es-
sential programs like SNAP that re-
duce poverty and help them make ends
meet.

By getting rid of the shelter cap, this
bill ensures working families who are
spending too much on rent and utilities
get the benefits they deserve without
being punished by high housing costs.
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I am grateful to Representative
BROWN for joining me on this legisla-
tion that will help ease the burden on
families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair reminds Members that the rules
do not allow references to persons in
the gallery.

———
ELON MUSK AND DEMOCRACY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
hell hath no fury like the deep state
scorned. That has become obvious from
the over-the-top hysterics directed
against Elon Musk as he turns over bu-
reaucratic rocks and shines a light on
what has been going on beneath them.

What he has already exposed should
infuriate and alarm every American.
Millions of taxpayer dollars are cov-
ertly used to support a tax on the
Democrats’ political opponents, mil-
lions more to support far-left causes in
this and other countries, millions of
dollars that were supposed to defend
Ukraine and that instead vanished into
the pockets of Ukrainian businessmen,
millions more to fund the Wuhan lab
that unleashed COVID on the world, $15
million spent on condoms for the
Taliban, millions more to support ille-
gal aliens entering our country, and
still millions more on promoting leftist
gender ideology around the world.

America is on the verge of bank-
ruptcy, yet the elites within our gov-
ernment have no conscience at all as
they hollow out the earnings of work-
ing Americans to fund their pet ideo-
logical causes. Instead of hanging their
heads in shame, the Democrats ac-
tively defend this waste.

Congress never voted to spend money
in this manner. Unelected bureaucrats
within the sprawling Federal labyrinth
did this behind the backs not only of
the American people but of their elect-
ed Representatives.

They say the most closely guarded
State secrets are not those marked
“top secret’” but those considered em-
barrassing. By exposing this out-
rageous waste, Mr. Musk has embar-
rassed the Democrats, which is why
they tried to bar him from opening the
books for the American people to see.
Now that those embarrassing secrets
are being revealed, the left has re-
verted to its tired old habits of per-
sonal attacks and character assassina-
tion.

The new boss hires an accountant.
The accountant says: Joe, let’s see the
expense account records. Suddenly, it
is a threat to democracy and a con-
stitutional crisis. A threat to democ-
racy? That is somewhat ironic from a
party that just threw out a year’s
worth of primary elections when they
didn’t like the candidate that their
own voters selected.

It turned out their voters didn’t like
their unelected nominee either, and
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Americans instead elected Donald
Trump as President with an over-
whelming majority.

To my Democratic colleagues, that is
what is called democracy.

The Democrats shout constitutional
crisis. Do they not understand, that
under our Constitution, executive
power shall be vested in a President of
the United States? All executive power
flows from the President to his subor-
dinates and advisers. That includes
Elon Musk, as well as every bureaucrat
at USAID.

Under our Constitution, there is no
executive power that is independent of
the President. The difference is that
Elon Musk is carrying out the policies
that the people elected this govern-
ment to pursue and the bureaucrats at
USAID are not. That is a big problem
in a democracy.

The Democrats tell us that it is un-
democratic for the democratically
elected President to question how the
unelected bureaucracy is executing the
laws, laws that the President is elected
to uphold. How can a President faith-
fully execute the laws if he and his dep-
uties cannot see clearly and accurately
where the public money is going, verify
that it is being spent in accordance
with the law, and put a stop to it when
it is not?

The true threat to democracy is an
entrenched ruling class that operates
entirely outside the control of the duly
elected representatives of the people.
Once that takes root, elections become
meaningless because the people’s deci-
sions at the ballot box are no longer
executed by their government. The
Federal bureaucracy increasingly acts
independently and often in defiance of
the people’s choices.

That was the story of the first Trump
Presidency. It must not be the story of
the second or of any future Presidency
because it is the very definition of a
tyranny, a government operating out-
side the control of the people. That is
what the Democrats are now advo-
cating.

In his Gettysburg Address, Lincoln
noted the great task remaining before
us. He offered a prayer, really, ‘‘that
this Nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom; and that govern-
ment of the people, by the people, and
for the people shall not perish from the
Earth.”

That remains the great question and
the great challenge of our generation.
It is a destiny that we must fulfill.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
GEARY, SR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to remember Wil-
liam Geary, Sr., a remarkable man
whose life was a testament to service,
dedication, and love for his family, our
country, and our community.

William Geary, Sr., grew up on Good
Avenue in South Buffalo, the proud son
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of a large Irish Catholic family. He at-
tended South Park High School before
answering the call of duty, serving in
the Marine Corps during the Vietnam
war. A two-tour veteran, he returned
from his first deployment to meet the
love of his life, Cathleen, his future
wife, on a blind date. Just 2 weeks
later, they were married and began
their journey together.

After his decorated military service,
Bill dedicated his life to hard work and
our community. A proud union man
and retired Teamster, he found a sec-
ond career at the Buffalo and Erie
County Naval & Military Park. There,
he worked diligently to preserve the
history of our Nation’s servicemem-
bers, laboring tirelessly on the ships he
loved so much.

Service was the cornerstone of Bill’s
life. Whether it was his devotion to his
family, his dedication to veterans, or
his willingness to lend a hand or an ear
to anyone in need, he lived by the creed
of putting others before himself.

Bill faced health challenges later in
life due to complications from Agent
Orange and COPD. He received care at
the Buffalo VA Medical Center, where
he considered his doctors, nurses, and
aides heroes. His enduring wish was to
improve the VA system for others, a
mission his family carries forward in
his honor.

Bill was a devoted husband to Cath-
leen, a loving father to Kellie, Kath-
ryn, and William Jr., and a proud
grandfather to seven. William Jr. has
proudly carried on his father’s legacy
of public service as a senior master ser-
geant in the United States Air Force
Reserve and is the Erie County com-
missioner of public works.

Today, as we remember William
Geary, Sr., we reflect on a life well
lived, a life of service, sacrifice, and
unconditional love. May his legacy in-
spire us to uphold the values he em-
bodied and to continue striving for a
better future for our families and com-
munities.

May he rest in peace.

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM DUNFORD, JR.

Mr. KENNEDY of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life
of William Dunford, Jr., a dedicated
public servant, educator, husband, and
father.

Bill’s life was defined by his unwaver-
ing commitment to his family and our
entire community. Over his 17-year ca-
reer as a University of Buffalo police
officer, he demonstrated a steadfast
dedication to protecting and serving.
As the chair of the criminal justice
program at Erie Community College,
he taught and mentored countless
young officers, instilling in them the
importance of compassion, integrity,
and professionalism. He believed in
learning through experience.

Bill brought students on Sleep Outs
to hear from people living on the
streets about their experiences and
challenges, teaching them about the
human side of law enforcement. Bill
wanted his students to see, feel, and
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understand the world of the vulnerable,
ensuring they would serve with empa-
thy and awareness.

Aside from teaching our young peo-
ple, Bill also taught seniors at the Pol-
ish Community Center how to protect
themselves from fraud and other harm.

Outside of the classroom, Bill was an
accomplished athlete and a star pitcher
at Bishop Timon-St. Jude High School.
He earned respect and accolades on
every field and court he played on.

Later in life, he shared his love of
sports by coaching young athletes,
earning the 2000 Coach of the Year
award for his dedication. He would go
on to be recognized in the Western New
York Baseball Hall of Fame.

A devoted husband to Denise, father
to his three sons, Brendan, Matthew,
and Ryan, and his daughter, Lauren,
and grandfather of 14, Bill cherished
his time with family and brought joy
and humor to all those around him.

Bill’s legacy goes beyond the class-
rooms where he taught or where he
coached. He inspired his three sons to
pursue careers in law enforcement,
continuing his mission of service. His
daughter is following in her own career
of service to the public as a family doc-
tor.

Bill Dunford, Jr., was a pillar of our
community and a dear friend. He will
be deeply missed. May his example con-
tinue to inspire all of us to serve with
love, dedication, and compassion.

May Bill Dunford, Jr., rest in peace.

———

DECLARING KANSAS CITY CHIEFS
THE GREATEST NFL TEAM OF
ALL TIME

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. ALFORD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ALFORD. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise with an extremely impor-
tant declaration about the Kansas City
Chiefs.

I am honored today to be wearing the
red blazer that I made for the late,
great Tony DiPardo, the bandleader for
the Kansas City Chiefs for many years.

In case my colleagues haven’t heard,
we have a big game on Sunday that is
going to make some noise, spark some
joy, and make the entire Chiefs King-
dom proud.

I stand before the House today to de-
clare, to decree, and make it official
that the Kansas City Chiefs are the
greatest NFL team of all time.

From the sea of red at Arrowhead to
the chants of ‘“‘Chiefs Kingdom” echo-
ing across our great Nation, this team
has captured the hearts of America. It
started from a legacy of folks like
Lenny Dawson, Deron Cherry, Bobby
Bell, Derrick Thomas, and Will
Shields, and it grew thanks to the mod-
ern-day miracle magic of Patrick
Mahomes, Travis Kelce, and Harrison
Butker.

This dynasty has put the entire NFL
in the Chiefs era, giving the haters
cruel summers for 3 years in a row.

To the naysayers, we say they need
to calm down. They thought this year
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would be different, but, once again,
they were having deja vu. They forgot
Patrick Mahomes does nothing better
than revenge. They thought Travis
would be too distracted by his love
story to perform in the big games.
They wrongly thought that delicate
Josh Allen would be tired of only win-
ning paper rings.

Madam Speaker, we know all too
well how this season turned out with
the Chiefs winning the Lamar Hunt
Trophy again. Now, they have turned
their attention to their third consecu-
tive trip to the Super Bowl.

When the Chiefs arrived in New Orle-
ans, there were teardrops on the Ea-
gles’ guitars.

Get ready, America, because the 2025
Lombardi Trophy has a blank space,
and the Chiefs are about to write their
name in that blank space once again.

To put it quite simply, the Chiefs are
unbeatable. They will be champions
not once, not twice, but three times in
a row.

Madam Speaker, the great Mitch
Holthus is fond of saying that you can
doubt the Chiefs, you can dislike the
Chiefs, you can disrespect the Chiefs,
but you are going to have to deal with
the Chiefs.

To all the Chiefs watching, Missouri
is rooting for you. The Fourth Congres-
sional District is rooting for you.

Go Chiefs.

————

SELF-DETERMINATION AND VIR-
GIN ISLANDS CONSTITUTIONAL
CONVENTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker,
today, I rise to acknowledge and con-
gratulate the newly elected members
of the Sixth Constitutional Convention
in the Virgin Islands.

The willingness of each one of them
to help us move forward to achieve
civil rights and self-determination as a
collective people is commendable. The
work that they do in this legislative
session will uplift generations of Virgin
Islanders to come.

The legacy of the Virgin Islands—
Saint Croix, Saint Thomas, Saint
John, and Water Island—continues to
be defined by the collective greatness
of all Virgin Islanders who have re-
sisted exploitation in the name of free-
dom and independence.

We first exercised our right of self-
determination in 1493 when a Carib war
party on the island of Saint Croix
fiercely resisted Christopher Columbus’
expedition, preventing his men from
establishing a foothold on the island.
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Over the next 200 years, the Caribs
fought colonization until they were
completely eradicated in 1590. Their
enduring resistance is our ancestral
legacy. The island of Ay Ay, Saint
Croix, from which I come, is proud to
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see this legacy continue in this Sixth
Constitutional Convention.

It continues. In 1733, the Akwamu,
enslaved individuals from Ghana,
fought against their enslavement on
the island of Saint John and became
the first organized armed resistance in
the Western Hemisphere against en-
slavement. They held that island for
almost a year until the Danes working
with the Spaniards, the French, and
the British were able to overthrow
them.

The organizers of that rebellion
chose collective suicide rather than go
back to slavery.

In 1848, on the island of Saint Croix,
those enslaved organized themselves,
rose up, and took their freedom. Our
freedom was not given to us by any in-
dividual or any government. We took it
for ourselves. That is the legacy from
which I come, and as a daughter of the
Virgin Islands, I will continue that
fight.

The Virgin Islands has held five Con-
stitutional Conventions since its acqui-
sition by the United States in 1917, yet
no constitutional drafts have been ap-
proved since 1977. Personally, I believe
some of the issues that we have put in
our constitution are issues that were
never resolved by Denmark when we
became part of the United States.

As of 2025, the Virgin Islands have
governed under the Revised Organic
Act of 1954, which acts as the de facto
local constitution after being passed by
Congress in 1936.

As not only the Representative of the
Virgin Islands here in Congress but as
a daughter of those islands, my family
on both sides go back in records to the
1700s, maybe earlier. And it is for them
that I continue to fight for the funda-
mental and constitutional rights for
which all Americans, including Virgin
Islanders, are entitled.

When we became a part of the United
States, my grandfather’s generation
came to Washington and insisted that
we be a part of the draft. We wanted
the responsibility along with the privi-
leges of being part of the American ex-
perience. We are part of the draft. We
fight in every war in numbers per cap-
ita greater than any other State, and
yet, no Virgin Islander can vote for
their Commander in Chief.

I have built upon the work of my
predecessor, Congresswoman Donna
Christensen and numerous Governors
of the Virgin Islands to challenge the
United States’ reliance on the Insular
Cases as it relates to the territories.
The Insular Cases were decided at the
turn of the 20th century by the Su-
preme Court to justify a racist and co-
lonial legal framework for the terri-
tories.

Now, you may ask, oh, why are you
saying it is racist? When the Supreme
Court Justice in his opinion says that
the people who inhabit these islands
are savages who cannot understand
constitutional law, that is prima facie
racism to me, particularly when a Vir-
gin Islander who came to the United
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States in the 1700s, Alexander Ham-
ilton, helped to write that Constitution
under which we stand.

However, through hard work, we have
worked together over the years to
overturn the Insular Cases, advance
equality, and challenge the status quo.
In both the 116th and 117th Congress, 1
am grateful that under Democratic
leadership the For the People Act of
2019 and the For the People Act of 2021
included a path for voting rights and
self-determination for U.S. territories.
Both pieces of legislation included a
congressional task force to review the
issues and make recommendations on
providing equitable voting representa-
tion in Congress, voting rights in the
Presidential election, and fair inclu-
sion in Federal voter protection and
election integrity laws.

In this 119th Congress, I will continue
to advocate for the equitable treat-
ment of all Americans, including my
fellow brothers and sisters in the terri-
tories. Self-determination, voting
rights, and equitable treatment under
Federal assistance programs must be
the cornerstone of our work. If we
work together, we can all achieve
meaningful change.

———
THANKING PRESIDENT TRUMP

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ALFORD). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER)
for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to thank President
Trump for his efforts to reverse the
harmful immigration policies of the
last administration.

On his first day in office, President
Trump declared a national emergency
at the southern border and reinstated
policies to stop the flood of illegal im-
migrants into the United States.

Under the Biden administration, mi-
grant encounters at the U.S.-Mexico
border reached an all-time high. Open-
border policies made it easier for mili-
tary-aged men to enter our country
and allow drug and human traffickers
to take control of our borders.

In 2024 alone, Customs and Border
Protection seized over 21,000 pounds of
fentanyl at the U.S.-Mexico border.
Fentanyl overdoses during this time
remained to be the leading cause of
death for Americans aged 18 to 45.

I applaud President Trump for taking
border security seriously, including his
threat to impose tariffs on Mexico,
which led their President to deploy
10,000 members of the Mexican Na-
tional Guard to strengthen border se-
curity.

It is time the rest of the world sees
again we have a President willing to
put America first.

PROTECTING SENSITIVE
LOCATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI) for 5 minutes.
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Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently an Oregonian told me that his
young daughter and her friends, espe-
cially her Hispanic friends, are scared
at school. They are kids that are at
school to learn. Then I learned why
they are scared.

I rise today to strongly condemn the
Trump administration’s unconscion-
able decision to rescind guidance that
restricted immigration arrests near
sensitive locations, including hos-
pitals, places of worship, and schools.

For several years, ICE operated
under a policy that designated certain
areas as safe from immigration en-
forcement raids. Now, Donald Trump
has reversed that. This decision to no
longer protect schools from immigra-
tion enforcement is harmful, and it
makes our schools less safe.

We should all be working together to
keep students safe at school. Instead of
criminalizing undocumented children
and children who look like they might
be undocumented, we should be pro-
tecting all children from the horrors of
mass shootings, which unfortunately,
are far too frequent in this country.

I want to be clear. Immigrant chil-
dren are mnot hiding in American
schools as the current administration
wants you to believe. They are there to
learn, and taking them from their
schools will cause immense suffering
and chaos for families and commu-
nities. These are children who may go
on some day to find the next cure for
cancer or write a great American
novel. They have tremendous poten-
tial.

Now, I ask my colleagues to show
some humanity. Please join Represent-
ative ADRIANO ESPAILLAT from New
York and me in supporting the Pro-
tecting Sensitive Locations Act.

Show some humanity for children.
Help keep our schools and other sen-
sitive locations to be safe from harmful
immigration enforcement actions.

———

PARSLEY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Wisconsin
(Mr. PocAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, if you
have ever had a steak dinner, you have
likely seen a little sprig of parsley on
the plate. Yes, it is food, but clearly it
is meaningless to your dinner. It is
simply a splash of color, likely left on
your plate when you are done that will
get washed off or thrown away in the
garbage because ultimately it is mean-
ingless, which is how the Republican
majority in Congress is acting during
this moment in our Nation.

As Donald Trump bends and breaks
the Constitution and congressional au-
thority, almost every Republican law-
maker is sitting back and playing the
part of parsley. They are silent, maybe
a little colorful, but ultimately use-
less. That is too bad.

As a coequal branch of government
to the executive branch, Congress has

H513

an obligation to steer our country’s di-
rection. The current majority doesn’t
even have a steering wheel, much less a
car. They are sitting on the sidelines
cheering on the takeover of our con-
stitutionally given powers acting like
pieces of parsley.

Well, House Democrats won’t stand
by. We may not be in the majority but
we are going to call out every illegal
action and improper use of power that
the executive branch is taking that is
hurting our country. We are going to
encourage, and where we can, partici-
pate in lawsuits, and we are going to
expose those who sit quietly by and
allow a want-to-be authoritarian and
his billionaire benefactor to attempt to
destroy our democracy.

We will fight Republicans’ enabling
agenda in Congress. We won’t be
washed off the plate. Too much is at
stake.

ELON MUSK

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, Elon
Musk is the 47th President’s financial
benefactor. He has invested $277 mil-
lion of his own money into electing
Donald Trump and other Republicans,
and now apparently, he thinks he owns
them.

Elon Musk is destroying our Federal
Government. He doesn’t understand
how things work, and he is breaking it
agency by agency every single day
while Republicans sit idly by.

I think the worst part is that Elon
Musk profits mightily from contracts
with the Federal Government. His com-
pany’s contracts total over $20 billion,
more than $3 billion in the last year
alone. Now, he has the new title of spe-
cial government employee, for all prac-
tical purposes, a Federal employee
himself.

Now, if you follow the law, Federal
employees can’t also profit from the
Federal Government via a Federal con-
tract because they can use their posi-
tion to swing contracts their way.
USAID doesn’t offer much profit for
Musk, so he wants it dismantled, but
NASA does, and his contract likely
won’t get touched. Maybe it will even
gTOW.

That is why we have laws that pre-
vent Federal employees or other offi-
cials, including Members of Congress,
from profiting off the Federal Govern-
ment. It is grifting from the taxpayers,
and it is against the law, except appar-
ently, if you are Elon Musk.

Enough is enough. I am introducing
legislation to ensure that special gov-
ernment employees like Musk cannot
profit off of government contracts.
Elon Musk can’t be both the bene-
ficiary and decider of where Federal
funds are spent simply because he feels
he bought himself a President.

It is unconscionable that Elon can
collect $20 billion from American tax-
payers with one hand while slashing
funds for childcare and healthcare, nu-
trition assistance, and public education
with the other.

The Eliminating Looting of Our Na-
tion by Mitigating Unethical State
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Kleptocracy Act, or the ELON MUSK
Act, would put a stop to this grift on
the taxpayers. Let’s pass it.

POLITICS SHOULD NOT BE A SPECTATOR SPORT

Mr. POCAN. Last week, Donald
Trump tried to do what many authori-
tarian leaders and dictators in other
countries have done. He tried to steal
money that Congress appropriated for
the American people so that he could
provide a tax break to Elon Musk and
other billionaires and multimillion-
aires across the country.

His main focus has been to raise the
$4 trillion that he needs to fund his tax
break for the wealthiest for the next 10
years.

That theft will ultimately take away
funds from education and housing,
healthcare, veterans benefits, and
funds for working people so that we
can give billionaires an extra home in
the Cayman Islands or membership to
Mar-a-Lago.

Social Security and Medicare should
beware. A privatized post office is pos-
sible. Programs like Medicaid,
healthcare and long-term care for peo-
ple with disabilities and those in need,
for sure beware.

Everything we warned you about in
Project 2025 is coming true and more.
Shutting down Federal agencies won’t
lower the costs of groceries one dime,
but it sets up a gigantic tax break for
Elon Musk and Donald Trump.

Now is the time to ensure you don’t
treat politics as a spectator sport. It is
about our survival.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-

gaging in personalities toward the
President.
———
O 1045

HONORING HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR
ANDRA BUCCI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. BERA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Andra Bucci, a Holo-
caust survivor whose remarkable story
of resilience, survival, and education
continues to inspire generations.

Andra and her sister, Tatiana, were
just 4 and 6 years old when they were
taken from their home in Italy and
sent to Auschwitz. A tragic case of
mistaken identity saved their lives.
Josef Mengele, the so-called Angel of
Death, believed they were twins and
spared them for his inhumane experi-
ments.

Their father, a prisoner of war in
South Africa, had no idea if his family
had survived. Their mother, in an act
of extraordinary courage, risked her
life to visit them inside the camp, re-
minding them never to forget their
names and never to let their identity
be reduced to a tattooed number.

After the war, the sisters were placed
in an orphanage run by Anna Freud,
daughter of Sigmund Freud. They be-
lieved they were alone in the world
until a picture, the same picture they
had kissed every night in Auschwitz,
arrived with a letter. Their parents had
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survived. They were among the rarest
of Holocaust survivors: children whose
entire family made it through.

Today, Andra Bucci calls Sacramento
County home, but she and her sister
have never stopped telling their story.
Since 1995, they have returned to
Auschwitz bringing hundreds of stu-
dents with them to ensure the world
never forgets. Just recently, Andra
spoke in my district where she shared
her harrowing testimony.

Madam Speaker, as the years pass,
the voices of Holocaust survivors grow
fewer, but their stories never fade.
Never Again is not just a phrase. It is
a command. It is our responsibility to
remember, to educate, and to stand
against hatred in all forms.

May Andra’s story and the stories of
all survivors live on.

CONGRATULATING RIO AMERICANO HIGH SCHOOL
AM JAZZ BAND

Mr. BERA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
the exceptional students of Rio
Americano High School AM Jazz Band
for outstanding achievement.

This talented group has been selected
to compete at the prestigious Essen-
tially Ellington High School Jazz Band
Competition and Festival at Lincoln
Center in New York City. This is one of
the most distinguished honors in high
school jazz, and Rio Americano has
now earned this recognition for the
12th time, the most of any high school
in California.

Sacramento has long been known for
its vibrant arts and music community.
Rio Americano High School is helping
put our city on the map as one of the
best music programs in the country.

This year’s festival is particularly
special as it celebrates its 30th anniver-
sary, bringing together 30 high school
bands, including three from inter-
national schools.

Hosted by Jazz at Lincoln Center,
this competition not only showcases
talent but also promotes jazz education
and appreciation, carrying forward the
legacy of the legendary Duke Elling-
ton.

This is a moment of pride not only
for Rio Americano but our entire Sac-
ramento community.

Madam Speaker, let us recognize and
celebrate this extraordinary accom-
plishment.

Congratulations to Rio Americano
High School AM Jazz Band. Let’s go
win.

e —

ELIMINATING THE DEPARTMENT

OF EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. Ross) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise
with grave concern about reports that
President Trump is scheming to elimi-
nate the Department of Education and
similar concerns about legislation that
has been introduced to do just that.

This move would be detrimental for
Wake County students and public
school students around the country.
Our community is home to world-class
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K-12 schools, community colleges, uni-
versities, and HBCUs that are shaping
the bright minds of tomorrow.

Our schools rely on resources from
the Department of Education to sup-
port teachers, assist students with dis-
abilities, and ensure that young people
get healthy meals. In addition, thou-
sands of North Carolina students de-
pend on grants and loans managed by
the Department to pay for college.
Their future is our country’s future.

Let’s be clear. The President does not
have the authority to unilaterally
abolish agencies that were created by
Congress. Under this plan, Donald
Trump and Elon Musk are attacking
our kids and their teachers. We will
fight this every single way that we can.

———————

DELIVERING FOR DELAWAREANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Delaware,
Mr. MCBRIDE, for 5 minutes.

Ms. McCBRIDE. Madam Speaker,
when I was elected, I promised to work
with anyone who would help deliver for
Delawareans and to stand up to anyone
who seeks to harm my State.

Instead of seeking common ground,
the Trump administration from day
one has waged an unrelenting attack
on working people in Delaware and
across the country, seeking to freeze
funding for first responders, domestic
violence shelters, schools, and
healthcare facilities that my constitu-
ents rely on.

Last week, as I traveled up and down
our State meeting with seniors, mili-
tary families, students, mayors, doc-
tors and nurses, the fear and outrage
was palpable. People were terrified by
the administration’s funding freeze.

A senior center in the heart of my
State was worried that they wouldn’t
be able to provide meals to the Dela-
wareans they serve. Critical services
like opioid prevention programs could
grind to a halt.

Research programs fostering innova-
tion in Delaware already received stop
work orders, putting Delaware jobs at
risk. Mayors were fearful they
wouldn’t be able to pay first responders
or continue pivotal water and transpor-
tation infrastructure projects.

Perhaps most disturbing, some of our
hospitals, community healthcare cen-
ters, and clinics that serve rural and
urban communities facing desperate
health deserts, don’t know if they will
be able to continue serving some of our
State’s most vulnerable.

In all of these instances, the Federal
funds my State relies on were appro-
priated by Congress and signed into
law by the executive, but the current
administration is threatening to ille-
gally freeze funding for these lifesaving
services and to gut the Federal work-
force tasked with helping my neigh-
bors. It has thrown communities across
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Delaware and around the country into
chaos, and that is their goal.

The attacks we have seen in recent
days on public servants and lifesaving
programs administered by USAID don’t
just put our security and health glob-
ally at risk, they lay the foundation
here at home to gut Federal support
for education, for healthcare, for hous-
ing, for childcare, and for workers. If
they can do what they are doing at
USAID, then they can do it anywhere
in the Federal Government. That
means no place and no program is safe
from unilateral evisceration.

This week it is USAID. Tomorrow it
may be the Departments of Education
and Labor. We shouldn’t pretend that
this path doesn’t ultimately lead to So-
cial Security and Medicare.

Piece by piece, department by de-
partment, the Trump administration is
defunding critical Federal services,
purging employees, consolidating
power, and cutting and gutting pro-
grams that Delawareans rely on. They
are trying to decimate the Federal
Government and sell it for parts to line
the pockets of donors at the expense of
working people.

It is clear. They do not want to solve
the problems facing American people.
They do not want to make government
more efficient. They want to prove
that government can’t work by making
it not work.

In 1941, Franklin Roosevelt was in
this very Chamber and declared that
necessitous men are not free men and
that democracies can’t survive if peo-
ple are hungry or out of a job. They
want Americans hungry. They want
Americans scared for their future.
They want Americans to stay angry be-
cause that is the fuel of Trumpism.
That is how Donald Trump keeps his
power.

My constituents reject this adminis-
tration’s cycle of chaos, corruption,
and cynicism. Delawareans sent me
here to make government work better
for people, not to make it worse. Dela-
wareans want a government that re-
spects everyone by delivering for them.
By helping them learn, live, and thrive.

That is what I am here to do.

————

HOUSE REPUBLICANS ARE
COMPLICIT IN PRIVACY VIOLA-
TIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BARRAGAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. BARRAGAN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to sound the alarm for the
American people about the abuse of
power that House Republicans are al-
lowing and that puts the American
people in danger.

House Republicans have allowed bil-
lionaire Elon Musk and his gang of
thieves to enter the U.S. Treasury De-
partment, fire the people entrusted
with secret, private information about
Americans, and give them that access.

Madam Speaker, this billionaire, his
interns, and his young workers have
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complete access to your Social Secu-
rity number, your bank account num-
ber, your name, your address, your
Medicare payments, your tax refunds,
and your veterans benefits.

This privacy violation endangers the
personal information of the American
people. Yet, where are House Repub-
licans? They are totally silent, doing
nothing, and saying nothing. They are
just allowing it to happen because they
are okay with it.

What is the worst that could happen?
Madam Speaker, your data could be
accessed in a way that makes it vulner-
able to hackers or identity theft. SNAP
benefits could be cut, Head Start shut
down, and your Medicare payments de-
layed or frozen, all without a paper
trail. Elon Musk and his DOGE friends
have the ability to choose what govern-
ment bills to pay and what not to pay.

I have heard from the American peo-
ple. They do not want a Federal con-
tractor who receives billions of dollars
in government payments to decide
which contracts to pay or to punish
Americans who disagree.

These individuals with no govern-
ment accountability are now inside the
very heart of our Federal systems, and
Republicans are nowhere to be found.
Elon Musk has bragged on social media
that he has been able to cancel con-
tracts and programs he doesn’t like.
This is reckless and illegal.

Why would he want access to the in-
formation? It is to look for programs
to cut, programs the American families
and people rely on every day. It is to
have more money to make sure House
Republicans can give to their billion-
aire friends, and tax cuts.

This is the Republican rip-off. Just
last week we saw the consequences of
this Republican rip-off in action. The
administration issued an illegal shut-
down order, a freeze that threw non-
profits, schools, health clinics, and en-
tire communities into chaos. Critical
grants and programs were frozen with-
out warning. Just yesterday, we
learned that some community health
centers in rural America are shutting
down because of it.

Where are House Republicans? They
are certainly not speaking out, and
they are not standing up for our com-
munity health centers.

Madam Speaker, imagine going to
your doctor and you are told you can-
not be seen because Elon Musk has cut
off Medicaid payments to your State.
Imagine your child’s school closing be-
cause the money to fund it was frozen.

That was the fear that went through
our communities last week. Domestic
violence shelters and health clinics
worried about whether they would have
to shut their doors. Meals on Wheels
and the seniors who rely on it didn’t
know where their next meal would
come from.

While a judge has temporarily
blocked the government-wide freeze,
many grant recipients still cannot ac-
cess funding. The administration has
said that they are still going to imple-
ment the funding shutdown.
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The administration is also targeting
programs such as the EPA’s clean ports
program which affects millions of dol-
lars going to ports across the country
to help clean up air pollution. In my
district alone, that is over $400 million
in funding to reduce pollution at the
Port of Los Angeles.

Madam Speaker, what could be next?
How will it affect your family? There
are reports that the Department of
Education and our public schools’ fund-
ing is next on their target list.

Let me be clear. This is unconstitu-
tional. Congress controls the purse
strings, not the President and not Elon
Musk. This money was legally appro-
priated by the people’s Representa-
tives. Elon Musk and House Repub-
licans want to steal it from the Amer-
ican people to give tax breaks to bil-
lionaires and to get investments in our
communities.

House Republicans continue to re-
main silent. Their silence makes them
complicit. Americans will pay the
price. Democrats will stand up, speak
out, and fight back. Just one of those
things Democrats are doing to fight
back is we are demanding that Repub-
licans quickly bring up legislation to
protect your private information. Let’s
all support that.

——
O 1100

BLACK HISTORY IS AMERICAN
HISTORY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker,
good morning and happy Black History
Month.

Black history is American history, so
I rise today to give a history lesson.

I think, at moments of inflection for
our country, history provides a critical
contextualizing. In order to go forward,
we need to look back, especially when
the White House is working overtime,
as laid out in their playbook, Project
2025, to ban our history and to dis-
mantle our Department of Education.

Let’s start at the beginning.

Why did we establish a Federal De-
partment of Education? In the early
days of this Nation, education was left
entirely to the States, and schools
were run by a patchwork of religious
schools and one-room schoolhouses,
leaving many children excluded based
on their race, gender, or poverty.

Madam Speaker, there is much I dis-
agree with our Founding Fathers on,
but they knew that preserving democ-
racy required an educated population,
one that could participate in civic
issues, understand social and political
issues, vote, and resist tyrants.

In the late 1700s and early 1800s, the
concept of free public education began
to take hold, but not for everyone. En-
slavement ruled the day. Black and Na-
tive American families faced State-
sponsored violence and systemic exclu-
sion from education.
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In the 1830s, it was the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts and a legis-
lator named Horace Mann who estab-
lished the common school movement,
pushing to extend free public education
to poor and middle-class children. Yet,
Black children across the Nation were
still barred from learning and faced se-
vere punishment and abuse if they
tried.

By the 1870s, Reconstruction in the
South gave way to Jim Crow laws that
segregated public spaces, explicitly in-
cluding our schools.

Additionally, child-labor exploitation
was rampant; education for girls lagged
far behind; and children with disabil-
ities were far too often institutional-
ized and not educated at all.

A little more than 100 years later,
our Department of Education in its
modern-day form was championed by
none other than the late, great Presi-
dent James Earl Carter. May he rest in
peace and power.

He knew that fully implementing the
civil rights legislation of the 1960s and
fighting Jim Crow would require a
well-resourced Federal role in edu-
cation. This agency had existed for
over a century in many iterations, but
Carter explicitly understood that at
the core of education was a vision of
opportunity and access for every child
in America.

He and Congress resourced the De-
partment accordingly, and this Depart-
ment was tasked with implementing
core tenets of the Civil Rights Act and
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act.

Federal funding through the Depart-
ment of Education became integral to
addressing disparities, hiring and
training teachers, building accessible
school facilities, enforcing civil rights
protections, heating and powering
those buildings, and, finally, living up
to our ideals of education as a pathway
to opportunity in America.

Madam Speaker, today, that progress
is under attack. The Trump adminis-
tration’s attack on education is a fun-
damental attack on democracy and on
every child who calls this country
home.

Let’s call it what it is: resegregation
and a full-scale attack on civil rights.

Dictating what can be taught is
shameful.

Madam Speaker, I stand firmly on
the side of our public school babies and
our educators and families today and
always.

———
CONGRATULATING TEXAS’ LONG-
EST SERVING SHERIFF, LIVE

OAK COUNTY’S LARRY BUSBY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ) for 5 minutes.

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate an extraor-
dinary milestone for an extraordinary
man, Live Oak County Sheriff Larry
Busby.

Sworn in on New Year’s Day for his
12th consecutive term, Sheriff Busby
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has cemented his place in history as
Texas’ longest serving sheriff. With a
remarkable 50 years in law enforce-
ment, 44 of those years as sheriff of
Live Oak County, he exemplifies dedi-
cation, resilience, and leadership.

Sheriff Busby’s philosophy of treat-
ing everyone with respect has earned
him not just the trust of his commu-
nity but also their enduring support.

His history, rooted in cowboy values
of hard work and responsibility, in-
spires all of us. Whether as a teacher,
cowboy, or law enforcement officer, he
has always served with honor and hu-
mility.

I congratulate Sheriff Busby on this
historic achievement, and I thank him
for his unwavering commitment to
Live Oak County. Here is to the legacy
he continues to build and the many
lives he has touched along the way.

HONORING LIEUTENANT OSCAR TREVINO

Ms. DE LLA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor Lieutenant Oscar
Trevino of the Edinburg Police Depart-
ment in Texas. Lieutenant Trevino re-
tired after an extraordinary 37 years of
service.

On January 10, Lieutenant Trevino
marked the conclusion of his remark-
able career with an emotional last call
over the radio, a powerful moment that
symbolized his unwavering dedication
to protecting and serving his commu-
nity.

Lieutenant Trevino’s legacy is one of
courage, leadership, and selfless com-
mitment. He has made an indelible im-
pact on Edinburg, and his years of serv-
ice will not be forgotten.

As he begins his well-deserved retire-
ment, we express our deepest gratitude
and wish him all the best in his upcom-
ing retirement and new chapter of life.

We thank Lieutenant Trevino for his
service and sacrifice.

CELEBRATING UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS RIO
GRANDE VALLEY’S CHESS TEAM

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise to celebrate the historic achieve-
ment of the University of Texas Rio
Grande Valley chess team, who claimed
their first outright victory at the Pan
American Intercollegiate Chess Cham-
pionship earlier this month.

Out of 91 teams, UTRGV’s A team de-
livered a flawless performance, winning
all six matches, a feat unmatched in
the tournament. This victory exempli-
fies talent, teamwork, and the
“‘vaquero,’’ ‘‘cowboy,” spirit.

This win secures UTRGV’s spot in
the prestigious President’s Cup, where
they will compete for their fourth na-
tional collegiate chess championship.
Their success is a testament to the ex-
traordinary caliber of UTRGV stu-
dents.

I congratulate the team, their coach,
and the entire UTRGV community. We
are all so proud of them and look for-
ward to cheering them on in April.

HONORING DR. MILTON LOUIS GONZALEZ

Ms. DE LLA CRUZ. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor my guest for this
year’s National Prayer Breakfast, Dr.
Milton Gonzalez from McAllen, Texas.
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For over 25 years, Dr. Milton Louis
Gonzalez has taught and inspired south
Texans. He has dedicated his life to en-
suring that the next generation is able
to reach their potential and live a life
full of faith.

Not only has his gift for speaking
touched many, many lives, but his in-
sightful speeches have empowered peo-
ple all across the United States and the
world.

Outside of his incredible work, Dr.
Gonzalez is a great man of faith, de-
voted husband, proud father of two, and
grandfather.

I am honored to recognize Dr. Gon-
zalez. It was my pleasure to have him
join me in praying for our Nation and
our leaders at the National Prayer
Breakfast.

———

UNELECTED BILLIONAIRE
RUNNING OUR COUNTRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NORMAN). The Chair recognizes the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 2
weeks ago, President Trump was sworn
into office. He won the popular vote
and the electoral college. I didn’t like
the results, but I accepted them.

For the past 4 years, I have heard my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
passionately defend Article I of the
Constitution. Not anymore.

I heard them speak about the impor-
tance of Congress’ power of the purse.
Not anymore.

I heard them insist that only Con-
gress can change laws and determine
the structure of our government. Not
anymore.

In the past 2 weeks, we have seen a
familiar pattern emerge: The President
creates an issue, causing a crisis. There
is confusion. Then, he fixes the crisis,
often by walking back the very same
issue he created.

Just this week, he threatened tariffs
against our closest neighbors, import
taxes that would drive up the costs for
American consumers. There was no
real reason and no real justification,
but after days of uncertainty for busi-
nesses across the country, President
Trump backed down.

What did he get in return? Promises
from Canada and Mexico that they
were already planning to do around
border security.

To make matters worse, while Presi-
dent Trump plays the bully on the
world stage, an unelected billionaire
has been running our government. Elon
Musk, who was never confirmed by the
Senate, never elected by the American
people, now wields immense power.

He has installed loyalists who stand
to profit from unrestricted access to
government records and the personal
data of millions of Americans. He do-
nated nearly $300 million to elect
President Trump, and now he is getting
his return on investment.

He now has access to his competitors’
financial information. He can dis-
mantle agencies that have challenged
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him or threatened his businesses. The
value of Tesla and SpaceX are tied di-
rectly to government approvals. If he
doesn’t get his way, he stands to lose
billions.

Elon Musk is not accountable to the
American people, yet he is using his
unchecked influence to reshape our
government for his own gain.

The world’s richest man has received
over $20 billion from the Federal Gov-
ernment in the past. He enriches him-
self by pretending to be a selfless inno-
vator. He uses his social media empire
to amplify voices that agree with him
and to spread misinformation designed
to divide and destabilize.

He is now trying to shut down or
overturn funding approved by Con-
gress. This is funding that saves lives.
Bipartisan programs, like PEPFAR,
which provides lifesaving HIV treat-
ment to millions, have been thrown
into uncertainty. Stop-work orders
have frozen global health initiatives.
New funding obligations and disburse-
ments have been suspended.

Healthcare workers have been told to
stop. Clinics are being forced to close.
Essential medicine and supplies can no
longer reach those in need. The impact
is devastating, especially for women
and children who rely on these pro-
grams for survival.

Here at home, this administration
has found a new scapegoat for every-
thing that goes wrong: diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion.

A plane and helicopter crash in our
Nation’s Capital? Must be diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion.

Wildfires in Los Angeles? Must be di-
versity, equity, and inclusion.

A major IT system failure? Must be
DEI.

The collapse of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge? Must be DEI.

Republicans blame DEI not because
it is responsible but because it is an
easy target because fear and division
are their most effective tools. Yet, as
the majority wages this culture war,
my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle ignore the real crises threatening
our democracy and our communities.

WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID TO TEACH OUR

HISTORY

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
we have entered Black History Month,
but now Federal agencies are uncertain
about how to recognize it due to new
executive orders.

The Pentagon even paused training
about the Tuskegee Airmen because
they weren’t sure if teaching American
history violated the President’s man-
date.

We should not be afraid to teach our
history to soldiers. We should not be
afraid to teach our history to our chil-
dren.

Martin Luther King, Rosa Parks,
John Lewis, Maya Angelou, A. Philip
Randolph, and many more titans for di-
versity, equity, and inclusion played
essential roles in shaping our Nation.
Their contributions made America
stronger, and their stories need to be
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told. Yet, today, politicians are telling
young Black and Brown children that
they will never earn or deserve a place
in this country because of the color of
their skin.

We are at a crossroads. We can stand
up for democracy, truth, and inclusion,
or we can allow fear and division to
dictate our future.

I choose to fight for a country where
every person, regardless of race, reli-
gion, or background, has a fair shot.

I choose to stand against corruption
and self-interest that puts lives at risk.

I choose to defend the values that
make our Nation strong.

I hope my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle will remember their
oath of office and that we answer to
the U.S. Constitution, not a President.

The silence from the other side is
deafening.

————
0 1115

OUR GOVERNMENT MUST MAKE
ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE POS-
SIBLE FOR OUR CITIZENS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. KHANNA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, 88 years
ago, President Franklin Roosevelt
stood before the American people in
Philadelphia and warned of an eco-
nomic aristocracy that sought to domi-
nate not just our markets but our de-
mocracy.

He spoke of those who amassed great
wealth and then used that wealth to
shape the laws of our Nation to serve
their own worldview rather than the
public good. He pledged that the gov-
ernment must serve the people, not the
privileged few.

That same challenge exists today,
but now it is billionaires themselves
taking over our government. They
bankroll the campaigns, install their
loyalists, and want to control govern-
ment so they can make the rules.

They push for deep cuts to public
education, including eliminating fund-
ing for decent schools in working-class
neighborhoods to fund massive tax
breaks for the investor class that we
cannot afford.

They fight to deregulate social media
platforms to grow the market value of
companies in my district just as the
railroad barons of the past fought
against every piece of regulation to
protect their profits.

They move fast and break things,
treating our government like their own
personal experiment, blind to the mil-
lions of Americans who rely on its
services.

Why? Because they believe they are
entitled to rule. They see themselves
as an aristocracy of talent, a select few
whose wealth and success make them
the rightful decisionmakers for the
rest of us.

In their eyes, business entrepreneurs,
hedge fund managers, and tech tycoons
are the engines of America’s pros-
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perity, while working families are ex-
pected to accept whatever scraps trick-
le down.

They believe that democracy should
cater to their vision, their profits, and
their power no matter what the cost to
society. They even refuse to accept
what separates human beings from
God: mortality itself.

We must ask ourselves: Will we allow
a handful of powerful interests to dic-
tate the future of our economy, our
jobs, and our democracy, or will we re-
claim the promise of an America where
anyone who works hard can thrive?

That is our task in this generation:
to rebuild an economy that works for
the many, not just for the mighty; to
invest in American production, em-
power workers to share in the wealth
they create, and ensure that people,
not financial power, determine our Na-
tion’s course.

It is up to us to make good on the
radical American belief that our genius
lies in ordinary Americans, defying a
world history in which national glory
belonged only to kings, oligarchs, or
politburos.

America’s distinguishing excellence,
unlike Russia or China, is our belief in
the boundless potential of every cit-
izen.

Today, our government must stand
up against the impersonal economic
forces that have snatched away liveli-
hoods from those working in factory
towns and concentrated wealth into a
few cities.

Our government must make eco-
nomic independence possible for citi-
zens so they can assert control over
their destiny.

Just as Franklin Delano Roosevelt
stood up to the economic royalists of
his time, we must stand up today to
the unholy alliance of wealth and
power not out of resentment but out of
resolve, not to punish wealth but to en-
sure that prosperity is built by and for
the people who make this country run.

Mr. Speaker, that is our mission.
This is our moment. Let us make sure
that together we meet it and believe in
the American people again.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 19
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CRAWFORD) at noon.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:
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O God of Earth and sea and sky, as
people from all over this world have
gathered together in the Nation’s Cap-
ital for the National Prayer Breakfast
to 1lift up their voices in praise and ado-
ration, thanksgiving and supplication,
we see that such a marvelous chorus of
gratitude and such solemn strains of
concern are the prayers of Your people
this day.

In Your Heaven, O Lord, hear our
prayers.

Give each one mercy in their humil-
ity as they have set aside the business
of the day and the busyness of their
lives to come before Your mercy seat.
In repentance, we, as Your people who
call on Your name, profess our deep de-
sire to turn from our wicked ways and
seek Your face this day and every day.

In Your Heaven, O Lord, hear our
prayers.

In Your incomprehensible mercy and
unfathomable grace, forgive us our
sins, both our individual and corporate
transgressions, the iniquities of body
and mind, and our trespasses against
others and against You.

In Your Heaven, hear our prayers, O
Lord.

And heal our land, that it would once
again know of Your will and receive
Your favor. May all those who are
called by Your name yield the fruits of
Your holy spirit, that we would live
lives of love, joy, peace, and forbear-
ance, showing kindness, goodness, and
faithfulness in our walk with You.

It is in Your merciful name, we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
HARRIS) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

HONORING THE BIRTHDAY OF
PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
birthday of one of America’s most out-
standing leaders, Ronald Reagan.

More than just our 40th President,
Reagan was a champion of freedom,
prosperity, and American
exceptionalism. His leadership restored
confidence in our Nation, revived our
economy, and helped bring an end to
the Cold War without firing a shot.

Through progrowth policies like tax
cuts and deregulation, Reagan ushered
in an era of economic expansion that
lifted millions of Americans into pros-
perity. His belief in limited govern-
ment and individual liberty reshaped
our political landscape and continues
to inspire conservative leadership
today.

Beyond policy, Reagan reminded us
that America’s best days are always
ahead. His unwavering optimism and
steadfast commitment to our founding
principles resonate as strongly in 2025
as they did in his time. His legacy lives
on in every effort to lower taxes,
strengthen our military, and uphold
the values that make this Nation ex-
ceptional.

Today, as we remember President
Reagan, let’s recommit ourselves to his
vision of a strong, prosperous, and free
America. As he so often reminded us,
freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction. It is up to
us to preserve it.

———

GET GOVERNMENT WORKING FOR
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE AGAIN

(Ms. BYNUM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BYNUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today because the richest man in the
world is buying access to our govern-
ment at the expense of the American
people.

Elon Musk, who wasn’t elected by
anyone, is accessing the private infor-
mation of millions of Americans and
eliminating Federal agencies.

As a little girl in D.C., I was taught
that the Nation’s Capital being taken
by storm was our country’s worst
nightmare. It is happening today, not
by a foreign adversary but by the boy
band billionaires looking to line their
pockets.

This week, many of us stood up and
fought back. Our country does not have
time for this foolishness.

No one can seem to explain to me
what the Trump administration has
done to bring down prices at the gro-
cery store, to make it easier to buy or
rent a home, or to lower the price of a
gallon of gas.

Mr. Speaker, we have to do whatever
it takes to get this government work-
ing for the American people again.

ADDRESSING FENTANYL CRISIS

(Mr. HILL of Arkansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HILL of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to highlight the critical
steps that my colleagues and I are tak-
ing to protect Americans and their
families from the illicit fentanyl crisis
that has been harming our commu-
nities for years.

Illicit fentanyl has become the lead-
ing cause of death for Americans be-
tween the ages of 18 and 49 and ravages
communities in every corner of Arkan-
sas.

In 2019, my Fentanyl Sanctions Act
became law, imposing sanctions on
Chinese drug manufacturers that sup-
ply synthetic opioids and transnational
criminal organizations that traffic
fentanyl into our country.

In 2022, my Preventing Overdoses and
Saving Lives Act passed the House
with overwhelming support and became
law. That bill expands lifesaving drugs
like naloxone by promoting its co-
prescription with opioid medications.

Later this afternoon, the House will
come together again and pass the
HALT Fentanyl Act, permanently ex-
tending President Trump’s 2018 classi-
fication of illicit fentanyl-related sub-
stances in schedule 1.

Mr. Speaker, together, this Chamber
and President Trump will continue our
work to save American lives by keep-
ing illicit fentanyl off of our streets
and out of our communities.

REMEMBERING APOLINARIO YSIT

(Mr. SWALWELL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the life and legacy of
Apolinario Ysit, or Ario, a devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather, and leader in
our community who passed away last
month.

Ario learned values of hard work and
service to others on his 13-acre ranch
and as an active member of the Boy
Scouts of America. He met the love of
his life, Joyce, at the local movie the-
ater, and they married in 1957.

Ario also proudly served in the U.S.
Marine Corps and locally served on the
Alameda County Planning Commis-
sion. He was named the Commissioner
of the Year in 2003. He was also on our
local fire commission.

He was considered the unofficial
mayor of Sunol. He worked tirelessly
to secure funding for local projects, de-
veloped the Sunol Depot Gardens park,
and strengthened community organiza-
tions like the Sunol Business Guild.

Mr. Speaker, he will forever be re-
membered to me as a friend but an
even bigger friend and public servant
to the community of Alameda County.

May our dear friend, Ario, rest in
peace.
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HONORING NORTH CAROLINA
STATE REPRESENTATIVE DEAN
ARP

(Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARRIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor one of
my constituents, Representative Dean
Arp of the North Carolina General As-
sembly, for going above and beyond
and putting his life on the line for a
fellow North Carolinian just this week.

On Monday night, Representative
Arp found himself in the position of
seeing something that looked con-
cerning. During a road trip, he noticed
smoke coming from a roadside mobile
home. Being moved in his heart to turn
around and stop, Representative Arp
discovered a woman in a wheelchair,
trying to escape her burning home.

What did Representative Arp do? He
took his public service to a whole new
level, rescuing her from the flaming
house and saving the woman’s life.

Not everyone would have the courage
to step up and get engaged, but Rep-
resentative Arp clearly has a hero’s
heart.

Mr. Speaker, in a day of the slogan,
If You See Something, Say Something,
I thank God Representative Arp saw
something and did something to
change the outcome.

————

INCREASING PENALTIES FOR
SCAMMERS

(Mr. SORENSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, across
America, working families and seniors
are feeling the high costs of goods. All
the while, scammers are using Al tech-
nology to impersonate loved ones, their
banks, or even their government. Too
often, it ends up with people being
duped.

Every sheriff in my district tells a
similar story. Police reports get filed.
In some instances, hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars are gone. Many of
these hustlers are not even in our
country.

That is why I am reintroducing the
QUIET Act. My bipartisan legislation
would increase the penalties for any
scammer who thinks that they can use
AT to make an easy buck off of a senior
citizen by stealing their Social Secu-
rity check.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
stand up to these bad actors and join
me in this fight.

—————

HONORING THE COURAGEOUS ACT
OF DEAN ARP

(Mr. MOORE of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. MOORE of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I want to follow up on the
comments made by my colleague from
North Carolina (Mr. HARRIS) about
Representative Dean Arp. I had the op-
portunity to serve in the North Caro-
lina General Assembly with him for
many years. Talk about a man who em-
bodies a servant’s heart. That is Dean
Arp.

Part of the rest of the story that
Representative HARRIS didn’'t get a
chance to mention, because of the time
constraints, was that this was no ordi-
nary thing. When Representative Arp
saw this trailer on fire, he had to actu-
ally go inside. The lady was in a wheel-
chair. I think he described her wheel-
chair as being as hot as a pan on a
stove. He got her out of there and
clearly saved her life.

The one thing that is very telling
about Representative Arp is he didn’t
give credit to himself. He gave credit
to God. He said something told him to
go back and had him on that particular
route that day at that time to save
that lady’s life.

On behalf of all of our colleagues in
the House, I congratulate Representa-
tive Dean Arp, a fine North Carolinian,
a fine American, and a fine man of God.

—————

SUPPORTING USAID

(Mr. MCGARVEY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGARVEY. Mr. Speaker, we are
in a constitutional crisis.

Our Founding Fathers created three
coequal branches of government to en-
sure that no one man can be king, but
here we are. We have a President who
is willing to tear up our Constitution
in order to seize more power for him-
self.

Last week, Donald Trump empowered
Elon Musk to delete USAID. Now, they
are trying to eliminate the Department
of Hducation and go after Medicaid.
What is next, Social Security?

Let’s be clear. It is unconstitutional
for any President to abolish any Fed-
eral agency created and funded by Con-
gress.

My question to the body is this:
Where are my Republican colleagues?

They would not be okay if this were
Kamala Harris or Joe Biden, and the
difference is, neither would I.

Mr. Speaker, stand with me. We all
must stand up to do something to stop

it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

STOP INSTALLING CHINESE SOLAR
PANELS ON AMERICAN FARMLAND

(Mrs. MILLER of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, as a family farmer, I am very con-

H519

cerned with America’s prime farmland
being covered with taxpayer-subsidized
solar panel installations.

Food security is national security,
and if we cover our farm ground with
Chinese solar panels, we will become
dependent on foreign adversaries for
food.

According to the EPA, solar panels
contain hazardous waste that can be
harmful to human health. That is why
we should be alarmed by the increasing
number of solar panels being installed
on our most fertile farmland, espe-
cially when the Federal Government is
handing out tax credits for it.

Today, I reintroduced the No Solar
Panels on Fertile Farmland Act to stop
Federal Government tax incentives for
installing Chinese solar panels on
American farmland.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my
colleagues to cosponsor this important
legislation and put an end to the left’s
green bad deal that puts fake environ-
mental goals over food security.

——
0 1215
FENTANYL EPIDEMIC

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the fentanyl epidemic has
devastated communities across our Na-
tion for far too long.

In North Carolina’s First Congres-
sional District, an estimated three in-
dividuals die each week from fentanyl
overdose.

Over the past year, law enforcement
has seized more than 80 million
fentanyl-laced fake pills nationwide.

During a trip to the southern border,
I visited the Tucson Border Patrol sec-
tor, the epicenter of the fentanyl crisis.
I saw firsthand how deadly drugs make
their way into our community.

To combat these lethal and counter-
feit pills, I am introducing the Modern
Authentication of Pharmaceuticals
Act, or the MAP Act.

The MAP Act would require more ad-
vanced tracing technology on con-
trolled substances in our drug supply
chain. I urge Congress to pass this leg-
islation.

————

HONORING FRANCES MAE WEST
BYERS ON HER 110TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. MCcGUIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McGUIRE. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise today to honor an amazing person,
Frances Mae West Byers from
Bumpass, Virginia, in my district, Vir-
ginia’s Fifth Congressional District.

Mrs. Byers was born on January 25,
1915, in Hanover County, where my
family is from, in the district, and she
just celebrated her 110th birthday on
January 25, 2025.
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In 1932, she married John Franklin
Byers and became the proud matriarch
of a lineage that now spans six genera-
tions.

Her family’s dedication to service is
evident with three sons in the military.
John was in the Navy. Thomas was in
the Army. Paul was in the Air Force.
Her son Dan served on the Louisa
Board of Supervisors.

Mrs. Byers has lived a life grounded
in morality. In addition to her faith,
which she has in common with me, we
have never tasted alcohol, and we have
never smoked. Instead, she invests her
time reading the Bible and helping
those in need, which I have no doubt
has added significantly to her Ilon-
gevity and to the vitality of her spirit.

At the remarkable age of 110, Frances
Mae still leads a home Bible study,
sharing her wisdom and faith with oth-
ers.

On behalf of the people of Virginia’s
Fifth Congressional District, I wish
Mrs. Byers a happy 110th birthday.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 19
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1228
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CRAWFORD) at 12 o’clock
and 28 minutes p.m.

————

HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING
OF FENTANYL ACT

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 93, I call up
the bill (H.R. 27) to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act with respect to
the scheduling of fentanyl-related sub-
stances, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 93, the amend-
ment printed in part A of House Report
119-2 shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, is considered
read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 27

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Halt All Le-
thal Trafficking of Fentanyl Act” or the
“HALT Fentanyl Act”.

SEC. 2. CLASS SCHEDULING OF FENTANYL-RE-
LATED SUBSTANCES.

Section 202(c) of the Controlled Substances
Act (21 U.S.C. 812(c)) is amended by adding at
the end of schedule I the following:

‘‘(e)(1) Unless specifically exempted or un-
less listed in another schedule, any material,
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compound, mixture, or preparation which
contains any quantity of a fentanyl-related
substance, or which contains the salts, iso-
mers, and salts of isomers of a fentanyl-re-
lated substance whenever the existence of
such salts, isomers, and salts of isomers is
possible within the specific chemical des-
ignation.

‘“(2) For purposes of paragraph (1), except
as provided in paragraph (3), the term
‘fentanyl-related substance’ means any sub-
stance that is structurally related to
fentanyl by 1 or more of the following modi-
fications:

“‘(A) By replacement of the phenyl portion
of the phenethyl group by any monocycle,
whether or not further substituted in or on
the monocycle.

‘(B) By substitution in or on the phenethyl
group with alkyl, alkenyl, alkoxyl, hydroxyl,
halo, haloalkyl, amino, or nitro groups.

‘“(C) By substitution in or on the piperidine
ring with alkyl, alkenyl, alkoxyl, ester,
ether, hydroxyl, halo, haloalkyl, amino, or
nitro groups.

‘(D) By replacement of the aniline ring
with any aromatic monocycle whether or not
further substituted in or on the aromatic
monocycle.

‘“(E) By replacement of the N-propionyl
group with another acyl group.

‘“(3) A substance that satisfies the defini-
tion of the term ‘fentanyl-related substance’
in paragraph (2) shall nonetheless not be
treated as a fentanyl-related substance sub-
ject to this schedule if the substance—

‘“(A) is controlled by action of the Attor-
ney General under section 201; or

‘“(B) is otherwise expressly listed in a
schedule other than this schedule.

‘“(4)(A) The Attorney General may by order
publish in the Federal Register a list of sub-
stances that satisfy the definition of the
term ‘fentanyl-related substance’ in para-
graph (2).

‘“(B) The absence of a substance from a list
published under subparagraph (A) does not
negate the control status of the substance
under this schedule if the substance satisfies
the definition of the term ‘fentanyl-related
substance’ in paragraph (2).”.

SEC. 3. REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS RELATED
TO RESEARCH.

(a) ALTERNATIVE REGISTRATION PROCESS
FOR SCHEDULE I RESEARCH.—Section 303 of
the Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 823)
is amended—

(1) by redesignating the second subsection
(1) (relating to required training for pre-
scribers) as subsection (m); and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘““(n) SPECIAL PROVISIONS FOR PRACTI-
TIONERS CONDUCTING CERTAIN RESEARCH WITH
SCHEDULE I CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (g), a practitioner may conduct re-
search described in paragraph (2) of this sub-
section with 1 or more schedule I substances
in accordance with subparagraph (A) or (B)
of paragraph (3) of this subsection.

‘“(2) RESEARCH SUBJECT TO EXPEDITED PRO-
CEDURES.—Research described in this para-
graph is research that—

‘“(A) is with respect to a drug that is the
subject of an investigational use exemption
under section 505(i) of the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act; or

“(B) is—

‘(i) conducted by the Department of
Health and Human Services, the Department
of Defense, or the Department of Veterans
Affairs; or

‘(i) funded partly or entirely by a grant,
contract, cooperative agreement, or other
transaction from the Department of Health
and Human Services, the Department of De-
fense, or the Department of Veterans Affairs.

‘“(3) EXPEDITED PROCEDURES.—
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‘“(A) RESEARCHER WITH A CURRENT SCHED-
ULE I OR II RESEARCH REGISTRATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a practitioner is reg-
istered to conduct research with a controlled
substance in schedule I or II, the practi-
tioner may conduct research under this sub-
section on and after the date that is 30 days
after the date on which the practitioner
sends a notice to the Attorney General con-
taining the following information, with re-
spect to each substance with which the prac-
titioner will conduct the research:

“(I) The chemical name of the substance.

“(II) The quantity of the substance to be
used in the research.

‘“(III) Demonstration that the research is
in the category described in paragraph (2),
which demonstration may be satisfied—

‘‘(aa) in the case of a grant, contract, coop-
erative agreement, or other transaction, or
intramural research project, by identifying
the sponsoring agency and supplying the
number of the grant, contract, cooperative
agreement, other transaction, or project; or

‘““(bb) in the case of an application under
section 505(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act, by supplying the application
number and the sponsor of record on the ap-
plication.

‘(IV) Demonstration that the researcher is
authorized to conduct research with respect
to the substance under the laws of the State
in which the research will take place.

““(ii) VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION BY HHS
OR VA.—Upon request from the Attorney
General, the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, the Department of Defense, or the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, as appro-
priate, shall verify information submitted by
an applicant under clause (i)(III).

‘“(B) RESEARCHER WITHOUT A CURRENT
SCHEDULE I OR II RESEARCH REGISTRATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a practitioner is not
registered to conduct research with a con-
trolled substance in schedule I or II, the
practitioner may send a notice to the Attor-
ney General containing the information list-
ed in subparagraph (A)(i), with respect to
each substance with which the practitioner
will conduct the research.

‘(ii) ATTORNEY GENERAL ACTION.—The At-
torney General shall—

‘“(I) treat notice received under clause (i)
as a sufficient application for a research reg-
istration; and

““(IT1) not later than 45 days of receiving
such a notice that contains all information
required under subparagraph (A)(i)—

‘‘(aa) register the applicant; or

‘““(bb) serve an order to show cause upon
the applicant in accordance with section
304(c).

‘“(4) ELECTRONIC SUBMISSIONS.—The Attor-
ney General shall provide a means to permit
a practitioner to submit a notification under
paragraph (3) electronically.

‘(6) LIMITATION ON AMOUNTS.—A practi-
tioner conducting research with a schedule I
substance under this subsection may only
possess the amounts of schedule I substance
identified in—

‘“(A) the notification to the Attorney Gen-
eral under paragraph (3); or

‘“(B) a supplemental notification that the
practitioner may send if the practitioner
needs additional amounts for the research,
which supplemental notification shall in-
clude—

‘(i) the name of the practitioner;

‘“(ii) the additional quantity needed of the
substance; and

‘‘(iii) an attestation that the research to be
conducted with the substance is consistent
with the scope of the research that was the
subject of the notification under paragraph
3.

“(6) IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION RE-
QUIREMENTS NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing in this
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subsection alters the requirements of part A
of title III, regarding the importation and
exportation of controlled substances.

“‘(T) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Inspector General of the De-
partment of Justice shall complete a study,
and submit a report thereon, about research
described in paragraph (2) of this subsection
with fentanyl.”.

(b) SEPARATE REGISTRATIONS NOT REQUIRED
FOR ADDITIONAL RESEARCHER IN SAME INSTI-
TUTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 302(c) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 822(c)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(4) An agent or employee of a research in-
stitution that is conducting research with a
controlled substance if—

‘“(A) the agent or employee is acting with-
in the scope of the professional practice of
the agent or employee;

‘“(B) another agent or employee of the in-
stitution is registered to conduct research
with a controlled substance in the same
schedule;

¢“(C) the researcher who is so registered—

‘(i) informs the Attorney General of the
name, position title, and employing institu-
tion of the agent or employee who is not sep-
arately registered;

‘“(ii) authorizes that agent or employee to
perform research under the registration of
the registered researcher; and

‘“(iii) affirms that any act taken by that
agent or employee involving a controlled
substance shall be attributable to the reg-
istered researcher, as if the researcher had
directly committed the act, for purposes of
any proceeding under section 304(a) to sus-
pend or revoke the registration of the reg-
istered researcher; and

‘(D) the Attorney General does not, within
30 days of receiving the information, author-
ization, and affirmation described in sub-
paragraph (C), refuse, for a reason listed in
section 304(a), to allow the agent or em-
ployee to possess the substance without a
separate registration.”.

2) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section
302(c)(3) of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 822(c)(3)) is amended by striking
¢(26)” and inserting “(27)”.

(c) SINGLE REGISTRATION FOR RELATED RE-
SEARCH SITES.—Section 302(e) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 822(e)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘““(4)(A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), a
person registered to conduct research with a
controlled substance under section 303(g)
may conduct the research under a single reg-
istration if—

‘(i) the research occurs exclusively on
sites all of which are—

‘(I) within the same city or county; and

“‘(IT) under the control of the same institu-
tion, organization, or agency; and

‘“(ii) before commencing the research, the
researcher notifies the Attorney General of
each site where—

“(I) the research will be conducted; or

““(IT) the controlled substance will be
stored or administered.

‘““(B) A site described in subparagraph (A)
shall be included in a registration described
in that subparagraph only if the researcher
has notified the Attorney General of the
site—

‘(i) in the application for the registration;
or

‘‘(ii) before the research is conducted, or
before the controlled substance is stored or
administered, at the site.

‘(C) The Attorney General may, in con-
sultation with the Secretary, issue regula-
tions addressing, with respect to research
sites described in subparagraph (A)—
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‘(i) the manner in which controlled sub-
stances may be delivered to the research
sites;

‘“(i1) the storage and security of controlled
substances at the research sites;

‘(iii) the maintenance of records for the
research sites; and

‘“(iv) any other matters necessary to en-
sure effective controls against diversion at
the research sites.”.

(d) NEW INSPECTION NOT REQUIRED IN CER-
TAIN SITUATIONS.—Section 302(f) of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 822(f)) is
amended—

(1) by striking
“(f)(1) The”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2)(A) If a person is registered to conduct
research with a controlled substance and ap-
plies for a registration, or for a modification
of a registration, to conduct research with a
second controlled substance that is in the
same schedule as the first controlled sub-
stance, or is in a schedule with a higher nu-
merical designation than the schedule of the
first controlled substance, a new inspection
by the Attorney General of the registered lo-
cation is not required.

‘(B) Nothing in subparagraph (A) shall
prohibit the Attorney General from con-
ducting an inspection that the Attorney
General determines necessary to ensure that
a registrant maintains effective controls
against diversion.”.

(e) CONTINUATION OF RESEARCH ON SUB-
STANCES NEWLY ADDED TO SCHEDULE I.—Sec-
tion 302 of the Controlled Substances Act (21
U.S.C. 822) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(h) CONTINUATION OF RESEARCH ON SUB-
STANCES NEWLY ADDED TO SCHEDULE I.—If a
person is conducting research on a substance
when the substance is added to schedule I,
and the person is already registered to con-
duct research with a controlled substance in
schedule I—

‘(1) not later than 90 days after the sched-
uling of the newly scheduled substance, the
person shall submit a completed application
for registration or modification of existing
registration, to conduct research on the sub-
stance, in accordance with regulations issued
by the Attorney General for purposes of this
paragraph;

‘“(2) the person may, notwithstanding sub-
sections (a) and (b), continue to conduct the
research on the substance until—

‘“(A) the person withdraws the application
described in paragraph (1) of this subsection;
or

‘“(B) the Attorney General serves on the
person an order to show cause proposing the
denial of the application under section 304(c);

‘“(3) if the Attorney General serves an
order to show cause as described in para-
graph (2)(B) and the person requests a hear-
ing, the hearing shall be held on an expedited
basis and not later than 45 days after the re-
quest is made, except that the hearing may
be held at a later time if so requested by the
person; and

‘“(4) if the person sends a copy of the appli-
cation described in paragraph (1) to a manu-
facturer or distributor of the substance, re-
ceipt of the copy by the manufacturer or dis-
tributor shall constitute sufficient evidence
that the person is authorized to receive the
substance.”.

(f) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN MANUFACTURING
ACTIVITIES AS COINCIDENT TO RESEARCH.—
Section 302 of the Controlled Substances Act
(21 U.S.C. 822), as amended by subsection (e),
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN MANUFAC-
TURING ACTIVITIES AS COINCIDENT TO RE-
SEARCH.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (3), a person who is registered to

“(f) The” and inserting
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perform research on a controlled substance
may perform manufacturing activities with
small quantities of that substance, including
activities described in paragraph (2), without
being required to obtain a manufacturing
registration, if—

‘“‘(A) the activities are performed for the
purpose of the research; and

‘“(B) the activities and the quantities of
the substance involved in the activities are
stated in—

‘(i) a notification submitted to the Attor-
ney General under section 303(n);

‘“(ii) a research protocol filed with an ap-
plication for registration approval under sec-
tion 303(g); or

‘“(iii) a notification to the Attorney Gen-
eral that includes—

“(I) the name of the registrant; and

‘“(IT) an attestation that the research to be
conducted with the small quantities of man-
ufactured substance is consistent with the
scope of the research that is the basis for the
registration.

‘“(2) ACTIVITIES INCLUDED.—Activities per-
mitted under paragraph (1) include—

“‘(A) processing the substance to create ex-
tracts, tinctures, oils, solutions, derivatives,
or other forms of the substance consistent
with—

‘(i) the information provided as part of a
notification submitted to the Attorney Gen-
eral under section 303(n); or

‘‘(ii) a research protocol filed with an ap-
plication for registration approval under sec-
tion 303(g); and

‘(B) dosage form development studies per-
formed for the purpose of requesting an in-
vestigational new drug exemption under sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(1)).

“(3) EXCEPTION REGARDING MARIHUANA.—
The authority under paragraph (1) to manu-
facture substances does not include the au-
thority to grow marihuana.”’.

(g) TRANSPARENCY REGARDING SPECIAL
PROCEDURES.—Section 303 of the Controlled
Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 823), as amended
by subsection (a), is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘(o) TRANSPARENCY REGARDING SPECIAL
PROCEDURES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—If the Attorney General
determines, with respect to a controlled sub-
stance, that an application by a practitioner
to conduct research with the substance
should be considered under a process, or sub-
ject to criteria, different from the process or
criteria applicable to applications to conduct
research with other controlled substances in
the same schedule, the Attorney General
shall make public, including by posting on
the website of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration—

““(A) the identities of all substances for
which such determinations have been made;

‘“(B) the process and criteria that shall be
applied to applications to conduct research
with those substances; and

‘(C) how the process and criteria described
in subparagraph (B) differ from the process
and criteria applicable to applications to
conduct research with other controlled sub-
stances in the same schedule.

‘“(2) TIMING OF POSTING.—The Attorney
General shall make information described in
paragraph (1) public upon making a deter-
mination described in that paragraph, re-
gardless of whether a practitioner has sub-
mitted such an application at that time.”’.
SEC. 4. TECHNICAL CORRECTION ON CON-

TROLLED SUBSTANCES DISPENSING.

Effective as if included in the enactment of
Public Law 117-328—

(1) section 12562(a) of division FF of Public
Law 117-328 (136 Stat. 5681) is amended, in the
matter being inserted into section 302(e) of
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the Controlled Substances Act, by striking
“303(g)”’ and inserting ‘‘303(h)’’;

(2) section 1262 of division FF of Public
Law 117-328 (136 Stat. 5681) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—

(i) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking “303(g)’’ and inserting “303(h)’;

(ii) in the matter being stricken by sub-
section (a)(2), by striking ‘‘(g)(1)”’ and insert-
ing “(h)(1)”’; and

(iii) in the matter being inserted by sub-
section (a)(2), by striking ‘‘(g) Practitioners”
and inserting ‘‘(h) Practitioners’; and

(B) in subsection (b)—

(i) in the matter being stricken by para-
graph (1), by striking *303(g)(1)”’ and insert-
ing “303(h)(1)’;

(ii) in the matter being inserted by para-
graph (1), by striking ‘“303(g)”’ and inserting
¢303(h)’;

(iii) in the matter being stricken by para-
graph (2)(A), by striking 303(g)(2)”’ and in-
serting “303(h)(2)’;

(iv) in the matter being stricken by para-
graph (3), by striking ¢303(g)(2)(B)”’ and in-
serting ‘“303(h)(2)(B)’’;

(v) in the matter being stricken by para-
graph (5), by striking ‘‘303(g)”’ and inserting
¢303(h)”’; and

(vi) in the matter being stricken by para-
graph (6), by striking ‘“303(g)”’ and inserting
¢303(h)”’; and

(3) section 1263(b) of division FF of Public
Law 117-328 (136 Stat. 5685) is amended—

(A) by striking ‘303(g)(2)” and inserting
£303(h)(2)’; and

(B) by striking (21 U.S.C. 823(g)(2))” and
inserting ‘(21 U.S.C. 823(h)(2))".

SEC. 5. RULEMAKING.

(a) INTERIM FINAL RULES.—The Attorney
General—

(1) shall, not later than 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, issue rules to
implement this Act and the amendments
made by this Act; and

(2) may issue the rules under paragraph (1)
as interim final rules.

(b) PROCEDURE FOR FINAL RULE.—

(1) EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERIM FINAL
RULES.—A rule issued by the Attorney Gen-
eral as an interim final rule under subsection
(a) shall become immediately effective as an
interim final rule without requiring the At-
torney General to demonstrate good cause
therefor, notwithstanding subparagraph (B)
of section 553(b) of title 5, United States
Code.

(2) OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMENT AND HEAR-
ING.—An interim final rule issued under sub-
section (a) shall give interested persons the
opportunity to comment and to request a
hearing.

(3) FINAL RULE.—After the conclusion of
such proceedings, the Attorney General shall
issue a final rule to implement this Act and
the amendments made by this Act in accord-
ance with section 553 of title 5, United States
Code.

SEC. 6. PENALTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(b)(1) of the
Controlled Substances Act (21 TU.S.C.
841(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(vi), by inserting
“or a fentanyl-related substance’ after ‘‘any
analogue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-
piperidinyl] propanamide’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)(vi), by inserting
“or a fentanyl-related substance’ after ‘“‘any
analogue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-
piperidinyl] propanamide’’.

(b) IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION.—Sec-
tion 1010(b) of the Controlled Substances Im-
port and Export Act (21 U.S.C. 960(b)) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(F), by inserting ‘“‘or a
fentanyl-related substance’ after ‘‘any ana-
logue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-
piperidinyl] propanamide’’; and
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(2) in paragraph (2)(F), by inserting ‘‘or a
fentanyl-related substance’ after ‘‘any ana-
logue of N-phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-
piperidinyl] propanamide’.

(c) DEFINITION OF FENTANYL-RELATED SUB-
STANCE.—Section 102 of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

‘“(60) The term ‘fentanyl-related substance’
has the meaning given the term in sub-
section (e)(2) of schedule I of section 202(c).”’.
SEC. 7. APPLICABILITY; OTHER MATTERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Irrespective of the date
on which the rules required by section 5 are
finalized, the amendments made by this Act
apply beginning as of the enactment of this
Act.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in the
amendments made by this Act may be con-
strued as evidence that, in applying sections
401(b)(1) and 1010(b) of the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 841(b)(1) and 960(b))
with respect to conduct occurring before the
date of the enactment of this Act, a
fentanyl-related substance (as defined by
such amendments) is not an analogue of N-
phenyl-N-[1-(2-phenylethyl)-4-piperidinyl]
propanamide.

(c) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—The Congress
agrees with the interpretation of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.)
in United States v. McCray, 346 F. Supp. 3d
363 (2018).

The SPEAKER pro temore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce or their respective des-
ignees.

After 1 hour of debate on the bill, as
amended, it shall be in order to con-
sider the further amendment printed in
part B of House Report 119-2, if offered
by the Member designated in the re-
port, which shall be considered read,
shall be separately debatable for the
time specified in the report equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent
and an opponent, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for a division of the
question.

The gentleman from Kentucky (Mr.
GUTHRIE) and the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) each will control
30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kentucky.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks on the legis-
lation and to insert extraneous mate-
rial into the RECORD on H.R. 27.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky?

There was no objection.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, illicit fentanyl and
fentanyl-related substances remain one
of the greatest health threats this Na-
tion faces. That is why both Congress
and the Trump administration are
working to keep fentanyl out of our
communities across the country.

What we know about these lethal
substances is that they are largely cre-
ated with chemicals sourced from
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China and trafficked into our country
and communities by Mexican drug car-
tels.

Part of making this Nation safer and
more secure is empowering law en-
forcement with the tools necessary to
prosecute those who traffic this poison
into our communities. The HALT
Fentanyl Act plays an important role
in that objective by permanently plac-
ing fentanyl-related substances into
schedule I of the Controlled Substances
Act so law enforcement can crack down
on drug traffickers. This will help save
lives.

Last Congress, this bill passed the
House with 289 votes, and I am hopeful
for a robust vote today. I am confident
this bill can pass the Senate and be
signed into law.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. I
rise in opposition to H.R. 27, the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

Mr. Speaker, throughout this debate
today, House Republicans will claim
that they are committed to tackling
fentanyl, but their actions show that
simply is not true.

As the Trump administration ille-
gally stole billions of dollars from Fed-
eral programs dedicated to helping peo-
ple who are fighting a substance use
disorder, House Republicans buried
their heads in the sand.

Last week, the Trump administra-
tion froze virtually all Federal funding,
stealing billions of dollars in funding
for critical opioid prevention, treat-
ment, and recovery programs. Clini-
cians have been left wondering if they
would receive a paycheck for their
work. Patients have been left worrying
about whether their access to treat-
ment and recovery had been cut off in-
definitely.

Fortunately, several courts have al-
ready ruled in favor of parties seeking
to put a stop to this unconstitutional
power grab. Make no mistake, there
are still real concerns about Federal
funding not getting out the door to
help us combat the drug overdose epi-
demic. Moreover, if this freeze is al-
lowed to go forward, substance use and
mental health clinicians who dedicate
their lives to helping those experi-
encing substance use disorder would be
forced to shut down, and millions of
Americans would lose access to care.
This is not the way to combat this epi-
demic.

House Republicans are now consid-
ering trillions of dollars in cuts to
Medicaid so they can give tax breaks to
billionaires and big corporations. Med-
icaid covers nearly 40 percent of all
people with an opioid use disorder. Re-
publican plans to cut Medicaid will fur-
ther limit access to care for substance
use disorders leading to more deaths.

Again, Mr. Speaker, when you hear
Republicans talk about their commit-
ment to fighting this epidemic, remem-
ber their actions over their words.

Let’s go to the bill before us today.
Two years ago, my Democratic col-
leagues and I shared deep concerns
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with the partisan approach Repub-
licans were taking with this legisla-
tion. Last Congress, Democrats offered
a commonsense alternative to achieve
a shared goal of tackling fentanyl and
offered solutions to improve the HALT
Fentanyl Act. Unfortunately, none of
our priorities were included in the leg-
islation, and, again, we find ourselves
debating the same bill that stalled in
the Senate and still exacerbates in-
equities in our criminal justice system.

In 2018, the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, the DEA, first issued a
temporary class-wide scheduling order
of fentanyl-related substances under
schedule I, which is the strictest classi-
fication for drugs. Since that adminis-
trative action, Congress has voted to
extend the temporary order numerous
times, most recently in the American
Relief Act where we voted to extend
the scheduling until March 31 of this
year.

House Republicans know we cannot
simply schedule our way out of this
crisis, but they have refused to pass bi-
partisan solutions that address preven-
tion, treatment, and recovery to help
stop overdose deaths. This is not just a
criminal justice issue. We must combat
this crisis through a multipronged pub-
lic health approach.

That is exactly what we did in an
end-of-year bipartisan deal that would
have extended temporary fentanyl-re-
lated substances scheduling for 2 years.
However, it also reauthorized a wide
range of prevention and treatment pro-
grams to help address the opioid over-
dose crisis. The deal has bipartisan
support, but it was squashed by Speak-
er JOHNSON so he could please Elon
Musk, the unelected billionaire who is
now illegally stealing Americans’ per-
sonal private information from inside
of Federal agencies.

Again, Mr. Speaker, actions speak
louder than words, and Republicans are
not serious about combating this
fentanyl crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose this bill. I en-
courage my colleagues to oppose it, as
well, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I just
want to note that the bill before us
today schedules illicit fentanyl. We
had testimony to say this will save
lives. That is the vote before us today.
Hopefully my colleagues on both sides
of the aisle will vote for it.

We can talk about criminal justice
reform, but the people who are putting
the poison into our cities and our chil-
dren deserve to go to jail.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GRIF-
FITH).

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman of the committee for
yielding me time.

My colleagues on the other side cry:
Action, action. However, in February
of 2025, there will be no action unless
we pass H.R. 27, the HALT Fentanyl
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of this bill, H.R. 27, the HALT Fentanyl
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Act, that I have championed along
with my colleague and good friend,
Representative LATTA from Ohio. We
have worked on this bill for 4 years.

This bill is critical to stop the traf-
ficking of fentanyl analogues into our
country by giving the law enforcement
officers the tools they need and also al-
lowing streamlined research into these
substances.

This bill has the support of multiple
law enforcement agencies and other
groups to pass the bill as it is.

This week, the Trump administration
released a statement in support of the
HALT Fentanyl Act. Last Congress,
the Biden administration even sup-
ported various provisions in the bill,
specifically making fentanyl analogues
permanently schedule I and allowing
more research into them.

The bill passed with wide bipartisan
support last Congress. It wasn’t just
one Member on the other side of the
aisle who joined me, Mr. Speaker.
There were 74 Members who voted in
favor of this bill.

This is one small step to solve the
opioid crisis in this country. We cannot
let the temporary scheduling expire at
the end of March.

To those who don’t know, we have
some law right now that helps protect
us, but at the end of March, it is gone.
We can’t do that.

The Senate introduced an identical
version of this bill with broad bipar-
tisan support. With the passage of this
bill, T am hopeful that H.R. 27 will
quickly move through the Senate and
get to the President’s desk to become
law.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all my col-
leagues to support this bill so that we
can actually have action and not rhet-
oric.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Virginia for his comments, but I
want to inform him that the Trump ad-
ministration’s funding freeze could im-
pact as much as $164 million in funding
for substance abuse and mental health
services and research in the Common-
wealth of Virginia that his constitu-
ents rely on.

Cutting this vital funding will great-
ly hamper our response to the opioid
epidemic and result in more overdose
deaths in Virginia.

I urge my colleagues to work to-
gether with Democrats to ensure that
the Trump administration end this ille-
gal funding freeze and work together to
pass bipartisan, evidence-based legisla-
tion to address this intractable crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. CAS-
TOR), who is the chair and ranking
member of our Energy Subcommittee.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Ranking Member PALLONE for
yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in opposi-
tion to H.R. 27. I am here to say this is
not business as usual right now in
Washington, D.C., or all across the
country.
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House Republicans are offering this
bill as window dressing, Mr. Speaker,
to a lot of the illegality that is going
on across the agencies that is dis-
tracting from the White House’s stop
work orders and payment freeze orders
that have been deemed illegal and have
been restrained by Federal courts.

This is a window dressing bill to dis-
tract from what is happening to pay-
ments with our partner States and non-
profit agencies like Head Start centers,
infrastructure projects, and medical re-
search across the country.

This is window dressing to distract us
from the incursion into Treasury and
Medicare payment systems by an
unelected billionaire, Elon Musk, and
based on some fake, made-up agency, a
so-called Department of Government
Efficiency. This is a distraction from
the illegal and dangerous purge of law
enforcement officers and intelligence
agents in other agencies.

Mr. Speaker, this is a way to distract
and spin your wheels at a time when
Elon Musk has just decided to ride into
a congressionally appropriated agency
in USAID and just say that we are
closed for business, which runs com-
pletely counter to the United States
Constitution.

Where are the Republicans? The
American people are demanding an-

swers. Where are the House Repub-
licans?
Mr. Speaker, your silence is deaf-

ening.

Federal courts have issued orders to
stop this illegal and dangerous activ-
ity, and we are not going to allow these
illegal operators to run amuck.

Instead, what are House Republicans
doing here today? They are offering a
flawed bill to address opioid addiction.

I would say to my good friends and
colleagues: Your record does not match
your rhetoric because there is a back
story that belies what House Repub-
licans are bringing here today. First of
all, this bill doesn’t get the job done.
My providers back home say that this
is overbroad and really fails to meet
the moment of our opioid addiction cri-
sis.

Here is the back story: The SUP-
PORT Act was adopted in a bipartisan
fashion in 2018. It was the largest con-
gressional investment in overdose pre-
vention at the time, and it directed re-
sources to communities that need it to
save lives through community-based
treatment and recovery. It required
Medicaid to cover medications for
opioid use disorder. The SUPPORT Act
and everything was broadly successful
and appreciated. It was working to help
free people from fentanyl addiction.

We have to do so much more, how-
ever. That is why in the last Congress
we worked together to pass a new and
more robust SUPPORT Act to address
the third wave of the opioid crisis.
However, when it came to the year-end
appropriations package that was craft-
ed to include it, who shows up but Elon
Musk to throw a wrench into our year-
end compromise between Democrats
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and Republicans to address the opioid
crisis through reauthorizing the SUP-
PORT Act.

The Republicans let him do it. You
are allowing it to happen again, Mr.
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, why didn’t Re-
publicans bring the SUPPORT Act to
the floor, something that really mean-
ingfully helps families and commu-
nities address the opioid addiction cri-
sis and the fentanyl crisis?

Second, by standing by and allowing
the White House and the Justice De-
partment to purge FBI agents and CIA
personnel, Mr. Speaker, Republicans
are taking the cops off the beat who
are tracking the drug traffickers who
are trying to break up the fentanyl
cartels. So Republicans are making us
less safe and are heaping a lot of costs
on families that just don’t need this
chaos.

Third, Mr. Speaker, Republicans have
this sneaky and chaotic halt to the
flow of healthcare dollars back home,
medical research and NIH. Medicaid,
we know from all of the reporting, is
on Republicans’ chopping block. Med-
icaid is the backbone to providing
healthcare and substance abuse treat-
ment for people all across America. Mr.
Speaker, Republicans have that in
their sights, too.

Tell me whose record doesn’t match
their rhetoric. I would say it is the
House Republicans. No one has the
legal authority to turn Treasury pay-
ments into means of political retribu-
tion. No one in the executive branch
has the authority to cancel or ignore
congressional appropriations. That is a
basic constitutional precept.

Why do Republicans serve in Con-
gress if they want to be a royal subject
to a king rather than a Representative
of the Article I branch?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, we are
going to work on the SUPPORT Act,
but the vote before us today that peo-
ple are going to put their names to, a
yes or no: Do we want to make illegal
derivatives of fentanyl produced and
conceived in China sent to Mexico and
across our border to kill our people?

That is what the vote is going to be
today.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman of the full committee for
yielding to me.

For 4 years, I have worked tirelessly
with my colleague and friend, the gen-
tleman from the Ninth Congressional
District of Virginia (Mr. GRIFFITH), to
pass the HALT Fentanyl Act to perma-
nently 1label fentanyl-related sub-
stances as a schedule I narcotic.

During this time, we have seen heart-
breaking numbers of fentanyl
poisonings across our country. There
were 73,000 deaths reported in just 1
year alone.

If the current classwide scheduling
were to expire, which is a little less
than 2 months away, I can assure Mem-
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bers that drug traffickers would push
deadlier drugs, and more Americans
will die.

I am proud today that this House is
finally stopping the temporary delay
and permanently scheduling fentanyl-
related substances as a schedule I. We
owe it to our communities, our con-
stituents, our families, and, most of
all, the victims.

Cartels are literally killing Ameri-
cans for 10 cents a pill. Illicit fentanyl
poisoning among teens accounted for
an average of 22 deaths each week in
2022 from drug poisoning, raising the
death rate for teens to 5.2 deaths per
100,000, driven by fentanyl in counter-
feit pills, thus making fentanyl the
number one cause of death among
adults aged 18 to 49. That is more than
cancer, more than heart disease, and
more than car accidents.

This isn’t about criminal justice re-
form. This is about victims getting jus-
tice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
an additional 15 seconds to the gen-
tleman from Ohio.

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, currently,
to trigger a 10-year mandatory min-
imum, an offense must involve 100 or
more grams of a mixture containing a
fentanyl analogue. Since the average
lethal dose of fentanyl or a fentanyl
analogue can be as small as 2 milli-
grams, the offense would need to con-
tain roughly 50,000 lethal doses in order
to trigger the 10-year mandatory min-
imum.

Mr. Speaker, I ask this House to ap-
prove this legislation, and let’s start
saving lives here in the United States.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) but inform him
that the Trump administration’s fund-
ing freeze could impact as much as $304
million in funding for substance abuse
and mental health services and re-
search in the State of Ohio that his
constituents rely on. Cutting this vital
funding will greatly hamper our re-
sponse to the opioid epidemic and re-
sult in more overdose deaths.

I urge my colleagues to work to-
gether with Democrats to ensure that
the Trump administration ends this il-
legal funding freeze and work together
to pass bipartisan, evidence-based leg-
islation to address this intractable cri-
sis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
GILLEN).

Ms. GILLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as a proud cosponsor of H.R. 27,
the HALT Fentanyl Act.

The epidemic of illicit fentanyl and
fentanyl-related substances has rav-
aged countless communities across our
country. Families throughout my dis-
trict have experienced unimaginable
pain and suffering from losing their
loved ones to this deadly drug.

Just 1 year ago, a family in my dis-
trict dropped off their precious child to
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college and went back a week later to
pick up their child’s body because of
fentanyl.

We must get fentanyl off of our
streets and away from our kids. The
crisis has Kkilled Americans of every
age, every background, and every walk
of life.

A single ounce of fentanyl can have a
devastating effect upon a community.
It is time we take on the cartels and
hold traffickers accountable.

The DEA, the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, and countless other law enforce-
ment groups have said the HALT
Fentanyl Act will save lives and im-
prove public safety.

It shouldn’t take more overdose
deaths, more grieving families, and
more criminals skirting prosecution to
take action. It is time.

Mr. Speaker, enough is enough. I am
proud to support this bipartisan bill
today, and I urge my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to join me in
that.

I also urge my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle to find ways that
we can work together to make better
bills.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. JOYCE), the vice chair of
the Energy and Commerce Committee
and my good friend.

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the chairman for
yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to give my
emphatic support for H.R. 27, the
HALT Fentanyl Act. This common-
sense solution is exactly what our Na-
tion needs to effectively crack down on
the illicit fentanyl flowing across our
borders.

For years, the Mexican drug cartels
have recruited college chemistry ma-
jors to chemically alter the fentanyl
precursors that come from the Chinese
Communist Party right into Mexico to
make more deadly and less-illegal
fentanyl analogues.

Classifying these fentanyl analogues
as schedule I drugs will allow our law
enforcement officers and our Border
Patrol agents the ability to effectively
seize these substances and will result
in harsher penalties for the criminals
who make, traffic, and sell these poi-
sons.

In 2023, in the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, an individual died every
2 hours from an overdose. More than
three-fourths of those overdose deaths
were the result of fentanyl.

The future generations of our great
Nation cannot afford to wait any
longer. The time is right now to stop
this scourge on our society and to pass
the HALT Fentanyl Act, which will
allow us to do just that.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
help save American lives, starting
today with their vote to pass the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

This is critical legislation. It does
not care which party the individuals
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who are dying from these fentanyl
overdoses belong to. This poison must
be stopped, and this important legisla-
tion will allow that to occur.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
Mexico (Ms. STANSBURY).

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to be honest. This legislation is
literally breaking my heart because I
am a New Mexican, born and raised,
and there is not a single family in the
State of New Mexico who has not been
touched by the addiction crisis—the
opioid crisis, fentanyl, alcoholism.
There is not a single family that I
know who has not lost somebody to
this crisis, including my own.

What I can tell Members about this
crisis is that the way that we address it
is that we stop the flow of fentanyl
coming into our communities, and we
make sure that our family members
and our friends who are struggling with
addiction can get the help that they
need.

They are not criminals. They are our
brothers, sisters, parents, grand-
parents, and children.

Do my colleagues know what it is
like to have their child disappear to
the streets due to addiction?

We do not need to incarcerate these
people. They need help, and the way
that they get help is to actually get
with an addiction recovery doctor, peer
support, clinic, or somewhere where
they can get sober.

Mr. Speaker, if my colleagues want
to actually solve this crisis, we need to
stop fentanyl from coming into the
United States, to make sure that our
communities can access care, and to
save lives and help the members of our
families and communities who are try-
ing to reclaim their lives from this cri-
sis. That is how we solve this crisis.

That is why I cannot vote for this
bill because the way that this bill tries
to address the crisis is through the
exact same playbook that was used in
the 1980s and 1990s that led to the mass
incarceration of our families and com-
munity members who were struggling
with addiction.

While Republicans are standing here
trying to pass this bill, literally across
town the President and an unelected
billionaire are gutting funding for our
Federal agencies. They are doing a
purge of the FBI.

Do my colleagues know who stops
fentanyl from coming across the bor-
der? The FBI.

Do Members want to solve the
fentanyl crisis? We have to go to the
heart of the matter and not mass in-
carcerate the people who are actually
addicted.

That is why I introduced the STOP
Act. The STOP Act would actually em-
power the Federal Government to stop
fentanyl at the border. It is why I am
investing millions of dollars in my
State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment, to make sure that they can actu-
ally stop fentanyl in our communities.
It is why I have invested millions of
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dollars in my community in behavioral
health centers and addiction recovery
and to help peer support programs so
that we can save lives.

That is how the fentanyl crisis is
stopped. That is how we do it.

I can say that the way that we don’t
do it is by empowering a billionaire,
who is not even an elected or a vetted
official, to gut our Federal agencies. 1
want to take a moment to talk about
that.

Yesterday, in the Oversight Com-
mittee, in the guise of trying to pro-
mote government efficiency, my col-
leagues across the aisle called a hear-
ing. When we asked for Elon Musk to
come to our hearing and actually an-
swer for what he is doing, they went
out of their way to shut it down.

What is going on in this country
right now? They are gutting our agen-
cies, defunding our agencies, and hold-
ing up payments. Last week, as was
said by the ranking member, they
stopped payment for the very health
clinics that will actually help to stop
the fentanyl crisis.

My colleagues refuse to do their most
basic constitutional duty, which is to
bring in an unelected and unvetted offi-
cial who is stealing their personal data
and undermining the fundamental fab-
ric of our democracy, our Constitution,
and our institutions, to hold them to
account.

That is why Ranking Member JAMIE
RASKIN and I will be introducing legis-
lation to hold Elon Musk accountable
because nobody elected Elon Musk and
because we, the taxpayers, are going to
be left holding the bag when he gets
bored and moves on to his billionaire
buddies. We are going to be the ones
left in the wake of this crisis. We are
the ones who are going to have our
communities and families decimated,
and we will not stand for it.

Respectfully, I will vote against this
legislation, and we will continue to
hold the majority to account.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the comments.

Mr. Speaker, I just will say that, if
someone is trafficking in illicit
fentanyl, they belong in jail. I under-
stand the argument that people who
are addicted need help and support, but
if someone is trafficking in illicit
fentanyl, they belong in jail. If some-
one is trafficking in a fentanyl deriva-
tive that is not scheduled, they don’t
go to jail. That is what we are here to
do today.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. EVANS),
my good friend.

Mr. EVANS of Colorado. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise in strong support of the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

This critical bill would enable law
enforcement to get dangerous drug
traffickers off of our streets by perma-
nently and responsibly classifying
fentanyl analogues as schedule I nar-
cotics.

Last year, DEA’s Rocky Mountain
Division seized a record 2.7 million
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fentanyl pills, enough to kill everyone
in my district 1% times, or 1.3 million
people. We must do more to stop this
drug from infiltrating our commu-
nities, and that starts with empow-
ering law enforcement.

As a Colorado cop for 10 years, I wit-
nessed firsthand how not supporting
law enforcement enables traffickers
and the flow of fentanyl into our com-
munities.

This bill, of which I am a proud origi-
nal cosponsor, gives cops the tools that
they need to bring traffickers of this
poison to justice.

Since 2020, illegal drugs like fentanyl
have claimed over 7,000 lives in Colo-
rado, twice the death toll of September
11.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Mrs. HAYES).

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, the HALT
Fentanyl Act would put us on a path-
way to adopting the ill-informed prac-
tices of the past.

The 1994 crime bill decimated genera-
tions by expanding harsh criminal pun-
ishment that fell hardest on Black and
Brown communities. The bill expanded
the school-to-prison pipeline and in-
creased racial disparities in juvenile
justice involvement while also contrib-
uting to the mass incarceration prob-
lem in this Nation.

Individuals convicted under this bill
lost access to public housing, Pell
grants, and any chance at being reha-
bilitated in order to become productive
members of society, making it even
more difficult for them to be inte-
grated back into their communities
and perpetuating a cycle of violence.
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Mr. Speaker, I grew up in a commu-
nity like that, plagued by these cycles.

My community was suffering from a
public health crisis and Congress aban-
doned us. There is a difference between
a teenager and a trafficker. We cannot
make those same mistakes today.

I believe that those trafficking and
distributing should be prosecuted.
Those poisoning our communities and
our kids should be jailed, but addiction
is a medical issue. We must include
provisions for treatment and harm re-
duction in any legislation we pass.

This legislation would force the im-
plementation of steep mandatory min-
imum sentences with no discretion for
judges to consider individual -cases.
There would be no distinction.

The HALT Fentanyl Act also does
nothing to provide prevention, treat-
ment, recovery, harm reduction, or
even money for law enforcement to do
what they are asking them to do in
this bill.

We cannot incarcerate our way out of
a public health crisis. For this reason,
I will be voting ‘“‘no.”” I implore my col-
leagues across the aisle to support a
long-term public safety solution that
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makes meaningful investments to pro-
tecting our communities and address-
ing the public health crisis that we are
all faced with right now.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, deriva-
tives of illicit fentanyl have to be
scheduled for traffickers to be pros-
ecuted.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. ALLEN),
my good friend and member of the
committee.

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman for yielding the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 27, the HALT Fentanyl Act, a
commonsense bill to stop the flow of
deadly fentanyl from pouring across
our southern border.

During the 4 years of the Biden ad-
ministration, our border was wide
open, allowing the cartels and drug
traffickers to transport fentanyl and
fentanyl-related substances into our
country.

Let’s be clear: The Democrats failed
to address this issue and so did the ad-
ministration. Why in the world would
we allow that to happen? We have all
heard the heart-wrenching stories from
families who have lost loved ones.

Illicit fentanyl poisonings are now
the number one cause of death among
adults 18 to 49. This is more than just
a statistic. Under the Republican-con-
trolled House, Senate, and White
House, this crisis will come to an end.

The HALT Fentanyl Act would make
the temporary classwide scheduling
order for fentanyl-related substances
permanent and ensure law enforcement
have the tools they need to keep this
dangerous drug off our streets.

This legislation, combined with
President Trump’s latest border secu-
rity wins and his team at the White
House, will make our communities
safer and save lives. They mean busi-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, we are going to get the
job done, and I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. CASTOR).

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
this simply is not business as usual
today. They bring a bill, H.R. 27, in an
effort to paper over the crisis that is
going on out there.

Mr. Speaker, I just have to ask my
Republican colleagues, because we
have so few opportunities to do it in
public officially, where is your back-
bone? Where is your backbone to stand
up for Article I and tell the executive
branch they are not allowed to destroy
agencies that have been constitu-
tionally and congressionally funded?

The Republicans can’t allow some
made-up department to come in and
steal away an agency that we have au-
thorized. Where is your courage?

This bill is also such a diversion from
what we should be doing, which is fund-
ing opioid-use addiction. They can
bring H.R. 27 and say it is the be-all
and end-all, but everyone has weighed
in to say it doesn’t get the job done.
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Don’t take it from me. Take it from
the American Society of Addiction
Medicine, the doctors and counselors
who treat our neighbors who suffer
from addiction. They say, on behalf of
the American Society of Addiction
Medicine, which is a national medical
specialty representing more than 8,000
physicians and associated health pro-
fessionals who specialize in the preven-
tion and treatment of addiction, they
write to urge that the amendments to
mitigate the unintended negative con-
sequences be added.

In the end, though, they said, if you
are not going to allow us to offer real
amendments to fix the bill, they rec-
ommend not ©passing the HALT
Fentanyl Act. They say it just pre-
serves the deadly status quo.

However, what do they say in the
end? They say they support the SUP-
PORT Act for patients and commu-
nities. That was the agreement at
year-end, which Republicans let Elon
Musk pull out of the year-end appro-
priations package.

Republicans shouldn’t come today
and say, oh, we are solving this prob-
lem when they are now complicit in
doing it.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a letter from the American Society of
Addiction Medicine.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
ADDICTION MEDICINE,
February 3, 2025.

RE Halt Lethal Trafficking (HALT)
Fentanyl Act

Hon. CHUCK GRASSLEY,

Chairman, Judiciary Committee,

U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

Hon. RICHARD DURBIN,

Ranking Member, Judiciary Committee,

U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

Hon. BUDDY CARTER,

Chairman, Subcommittee on Health Energy and
Commerce Committee, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

Hon. DIANA DEGETTE,

Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Health En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, House of
Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRASSLEY, RANKING MEM-
BER DURBIN, CHAIRMAN CARTER, AND RANKING
MEMBER DEGETTE: On behalf of the Amer-
ican Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM),
a national medical specialty society rep-
resenting more than 8,000 physicians and as-
sociated health professionals who specialize
in the prevention and treatment of addic-
tion, I write to urge amendments to the Halt
Lethal Trafficking (HALT) Fentanyl Act to
mitigate unintended negative consequences
and encourage further Congressional action
to address the demand side of our national
addiction and overdose crisis.

Opioid overdose deaths are always tragic,
especially because they are preventable with
evidence-based addiction prevention, treat-
ment, and overdose reversal medications.
Even through drug overdose deaths dropped
last year, the United States (US) has far to
g0 in ending our national addiction and over-
dose crisis. We still rank highest in drug
overdose deaths per capita in the world.

Illicitly manufactured, high-potency syn-
thetic opiods, including fentanyl, are key
drivers of overdose deaths in the US. There-
fore, policies aiming to decrease their illegal
importation and distribution are critically
important. However, we are concerned that
some of the policies proposed in the HALT
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Fentanyl Act may have unintended con-
sequences. Some minor adjustments may
support a better return on investment. En-
acting smart legislation is critical to saving
more American lives.

Specifically, ASAM urges the following
amendments to The HALT Fentanyl Act:

Revise its definition of ‘‘fentanyl-related
substances’ to consider potency and mu
opioid receptor activity in the brain, rather
than simply specifying the precise structures
of drugs that would qualify for Schedule 1.
Strict structural specification provides a
blueprint for drug cartels and chemists to
modify substances to avoid detection or con-
viction. Unfortunately, this can lead to more
dangerous substances being manufactured
and distributed across the US—resulting in
higher potency substances on the streets and
more severe addictions involving substances
for which existing treatments may not work.
Additionally, prosecutions need to focus on
the trafficking and distribution of fentanyl-
related substances that pose a danger to hu-
mans; the bill’s current definition may in-
clude substances that do not have ‘‘abuse”
potential;

Expand the federal mandatory minimum
safety valve across all substances to end the
practice of low-level drug offenders with sub-
stance use disorders receiving excessive and
expensive sentences. Redirecting associated
savings toward evidence-based addiction
treatments would be more effective;

Refine the expedited research procedures
to reference ‘‘substance(s)” instead of ‘‘sub-
stance’ throughout to clarify that research-
ers can submit one application for multiple
substances;

Amend the expedited research procedures
to remove the requirement to demonstrate
that the researcher is authorized to conduct
research with respect to the substance(s)
under the laws of the State in which the re-
search will take place. This often creates a
catch-22 for researchers. A State won’t ap-
prove the research until the researchers can
demonstrate that is approved federally, and
the DEA won’t approve it until the research-
ers can demonstrate that it is approved at
the state level. We recommend deferring to
the States to include the requirement to
demonstrate federal approval; and

Express a sense of Congress that, while the
legislation may facilitate prosecutions and
seizures of fentanyl-related substances, in-
creased and sustained Congressional efforts
are needed to address the demand side of our
national addiction and overdose crisis if the
primary goal is to save lives.

THE HALT LETHAL TRAFFICKING (HALT)
FENTANYL ACT

ASAM agrees with the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA)’s assessment that the
current scheduling framework under the
Controlled Substances Act (CSA) does not
offer necessary flexibility to combat the
threat posed by emerging synthetic sub-
stances. Chemists can constantly adjust
their formulations to evade US scheduling,
and law enforcement faces significant chal-
lenges staying ahead of these threats.

In 2018, the DEA exercised its authority to
place non-scheduled fentanyl-related sub-
stances into Schedule I for two years. Con-
gress has extended this temporary class-wide
scheduling on several occasions. While this
approach has had success in reducing law en-
forcement encounters with new fentanyl-re-
lated substances in the illicit market, it has
been unable to curb the overall flow of illic-
itly manufactured fentanyl into the US.
Drug cartels have continued large-scale pro-
duction and distribution of high-potency
synthetic opioids.

Between 2017 and 2023, the number of illicit
fentanyl seizures in the U.S. skyrocketed by
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more than 1,700 percent. Concurrently, the
proportion of fentanyl seizures involving
counterfeit prescription pills—that further
exacerbate the risk of overdose by mis-
leading Americans as to what substance they
are ingesting—increased fourfold. Sadly,
overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids
other than methadone (primarily illicitly
manufactured fentanyl) have climbed since
2018 to more than 73,000 in 2022.

In short, the HALT Fentanyl Act merely
preserves a deadly status quo.

Additionally, the legislation would con-
tinue (1) imposing mandatory minimum sen-
tences for quantity-based offenses involving
fentanyl-related substances and (2) defining
the class by chemical structure, regardless of
potency or actual impact on opioid receptors
and related risks. Unfortunately, mandatory
minimum sentences are a terrible return on
investment when used to punish low-level
drug dealers.

These sentences are expensive, needlessly
requiring thousands of dollars per individual
per year. Research has shown that manda-
tory minimum sentences do not deter drug
use—either before or after incarceration—
and can spend tax dollars with little to no
impact on drug use, drug-related arrests, or
overdose rates. Moreover, a meta-analysis of
research studies found that incarceration
not only fails to prevent drug use, it may
even increase the likelihood of reoffending.

The largest return on criminal justice
costs may come from targeting cartel lead-
ers or high-level drug dealers. Unlike low-
level dealers, they are responsible for the
movement of large quantities of fentanyl-re-
lated substances at any given time. Yet, the
highest-level drug traffickers represent only
11% of federal drug offenders across sub-
stances. In other words, the US currently
wastes a significant amount of money incar-
cerating low-level drug offenders with
lengthy sentences.

A BETTER ROI: INVESTING IN ADDICTION
MEDICINE INNOVATION AND TREATMENT

Carefully tailored drug scheduling deci-
sions can play a useful role in a supply-side
approach to addressing an overdose crisis,
but increased and sustained efforts on the
demand side present an opportunity for
greater progress. While many people reduce
or stop using drugs without treatment, those
who consume most drugs distributed by drug
cartels frequently have moderate to severe
substance use disorders that necessitate
medical treatment. Threats of punishment
are unlikely to deter these Americans, be-
cause their disorder has already negatively
affected their motivation and judgment re-
garding their drug use. Instead, effective ad-
diction treatment reduces drug use and im-
proves health and wellbeing.

Addiction treatment is an excellent return
on investment, including for low-level drug
dealers who are distributing drugs to support
their own addiction. Every dollar spent on
addiction treatment saves $4 to $7 in crimi-
nal justice and other costs. Therefore, rather
than inefficiently using taxpayers’ money
incarcerating low-level dealers of fentanyl-
related or other substances, the government
can realize positive effects from treating
substance use disorders of low-level dealers,
including through drug courts that utilize
evidence-based practices and other alter-
natives to incarceration.

Congress can lead the way in promoting
helpful addiction treatments. While highly
effective medications exist for opioid use dis-
order, many people are using stimulants,
like cocaine and methamphetamine, as well
as alcohol. No medications have been ap-
proved for stimulant use disorder, and new
treatments are urgently needed for all sub-
stance use disorders to increase their uptake
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by both prescribers and patients. Unfortu-
nately, innovation in the addiction field has
lagged other medical fields due to limited fi-
nancial investment and misunderstanding of
addiction as a moral rather than a medical
condition. Congress could consider estab-
lishing incentives for the pharmaceutical in-
dustry to enter the under-tapped addiction
medicine field. The recent case of GLP-1
medications demonstrates how new medica-
tions can change millions of lives, spur eco-
nomic growth, and provide renewed hope for
people suffering from stigmatized medical
conditions.

While new treatments are being developed
and tested, the US must also quickly expand
access to existing evidence-based treat-
ments—including methadone, buprenor-
phine, and contingency management. Few
clinicians offer these treatments, and they
are unlikely to do so without increased reim-
bursement rates from insurers and less red
tape around methadone for the treatment of
opioid use disorder. For example, Congress
could explicitly amend federal law to state
that contingency management—the most ef-
fective treatment for stimulant use dis-
order—does not violate federal anti-kick-
back laws and patient inducement laws. For
too long, contingency management has been
underused by clinicians who fear prosecution
under federal statutes that were not created
to address contingency management. Simi-
larly, many pharmacies fear that stocking
effective medications, like buprenorphine,
will lead to Department of Justice investiga-
tions. Recognizing this, Congress could clar-
ify federal statute to ensure that phar-
macies’ stocking of addiction medications is
not an indicator of suspicious activity.

Additionally, Congress could close the dan-
gerous Medicare coverage gap for evidence-
based residential addiction treatment. At a
minimum, Congress could reauthorize, and
update key programs first created by the
SUPPORT for Patients and Communities
Act in 2018, after unfortunately letting them
lapse in 2024.

CONCLUSION

Thank you for considering these rec-
ommendations. ASAM remains committed to
working with you to promote remission and
recovery from addiction, ensuring that all
communities are safe, and more Americans
can lead healthy, productive lives. For any
questions or to discuss, please contact Kelly
Corredor, ASAM’s Chief Advocacy Officer.

Sincerely,
BRIAN HURLEY, MD, MBA, FAPA,
DFASAM,
President,
American Society of Addiction Medicine.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I include in the RECORD another letter
from 190 national, State, and local pub-
lic health, criminal justice, and civil
rights organizations that also write
today to urge us to reject and vote
‘“no”” on the HALT Fentanyl Act.

February 3, 2025.

Senate Majority Leader JOHN THUNE,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
Senate Minority Leader CHUCK SCHUMER,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.
Speaker MIKE JOHNSON,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
House Minority Leader HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
RE Vote NO on the HALT Fentanyl Act

(H.R. 27/S. 331)

DEAR MAJORITY LEADER THUNE, SPEAKER
JOHNSON, MINORITY LEADER SCHUMER, MINOR-
ITY LEADER JEFFRIES, AND HONORABLE MEM-
BERS OF THE U.S. CONGRESS: The undersigned
190 national, state, and local public health,
criminal justice, and civil rights organiza-
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tions write today to urge you to reject and
vote NO on the Halt All Lethal Trafficking
of Fentanyl (HALT) Act (H.R. 27/S. 331). This
bill permanently schedules fentanyl-related
substances (FRS) on schedule I of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (CSA) based on a
flawed class definition, imposes mandatory
minimums, and fails to provide an offramp
for removing inert or harmless substances
from the drug schedule.

The classwide scheduling approach en-
dorsed in the HALT Fentanyl Act classifies
all FRS as schedule I drugs, reserved for sub-
stances with no currently accepted medical
use and a high potential for abuse. This class
definition, however, is a radical departure
from drug scheduling practices as it relies
exclusively on chemical structure without
accounting for pharmacological effect based
on the unproven hypothesis of chemical
structure-function relationships. Contrary to
this hypothesis, structurally related sub-
stances can often have complementary
therapeutic values. In fact, the National In-
stitute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) has already
acknowledged that some FRS are inert and
that at least one may be an opioid antago-
nist that behaves like naloxone, which is
itself an opium derivative that counteracts
the effects of opioid drugs. Classifying all
FRS in schedule I places undue restrictions
on research for therapeutic potential of FRS.
This means that researchers and scientists
are not able to study these substances at a
time when the U.S. is experiencing unprece-
dented overdose deaths.

The HALT Fentanyl Act also enshrines
mandatory minimums for distribution of
FRS under the Controlled Substances Act,
an inappropriate mandate that criminalizes
possibly inert or harmless substances. While
some proponents of the HALT Fentanyl Act
claim that the bill is not intended to inter-
act with the criminal justice system and
that mandatory minimums are primarily a
deterrent against foreign import of FRS, this
is simply inaccurate. The HALT Fentanyl
Act expands mandatory minimums for both
foreign importation crimes and domestic
drug distribution offenses, including non-
violent drug distribution involving small
quantities of drugs. What’s more, by auto-
matically scheduling a huge swathe of sub-
stances in one fell swoop, the HALT
Fentanyl Act would lead to very real crimi-
nal justice consequences, posing an unac-
ceptable risk of unnecessary incarceration
for substances that carry no potential for
abuse. Such miscarriages of justice have al-
ready occurred. For instance, Todd Coleman
was sentenced to a mandatory minimum of
10 years for sale of cocaine that a crime lab-
oratory said was laced with three fentanyl
analogues, only to discover, years later, that
the detected adulterants were not illegal
fentanyl analogues and most were not even
controlled substances.

Our country is repeating past missteps
when it comes to policy responses to
fentanyl and its analogues. In the 1980s, pol-
icymakers enacted severe mandatory mini-
mums for small amounts of crack cocaine in
response to media headlines and law enforce-
ment warnings that perpetuated mythology
and fear. These laws imposed harsher pen-
alties for crack—a substance associated with
Black people—than for cocaine—a substance
associated with white people—even though
the two substances are chemically similar.
In the ensuing decades, people of color have
been disproportionately incarcerated and
sentenced to mandatory minimum sentences
for small amounts of crack. This trend of ra-
cial disparity also can be seen in prosecu-
tions for offenses involving fentanyl and
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fentanyl analogues, as Sentencing Commis-
sion data from fiscal years 2021 to 2023 pro-
vides strong evidence that these prosecu-
tions disproportionately target people of
color. Among the 8,048 people convicted in
trafficking cases where fentanyl or fentanyl
analogues were the primary drug type, Black
and Hispanic individuals comprised 78% of
all convictions (41% and 37%, respectively).
These percentages represent a massive dis-
parity relative to demographic patterns in
the general population. Moreover, the emer-
gence of fentanyl-related substances in re-
cent years has fueled similar waves of alarm-
ist media and law enforcement headlines
that are informed by mythology rather than
science. Any further extension of the
classwide scheduling policy threatens to re-
peat past missteps with crack cocaine that
policymakers are still working to rectify.

The classwide scheduling policy expands
the application of existing severe mandatory
minimum sentencing laws enacted by Con-
gress in the 1980s to a newly scheduled class
of fentanyl-related compounds. For example,
just a trace amount of a fentanyl analogue
in a mixture with a combined weight of 10
grams—10 paper clips—can translate into a
five-year mandatory minimum with no evi-
dence needed that the seller even knew it
contained fentanyl. In addition, current laws
impose a statutory maximum sentence of 20
years for just a trace amount of a fentanyl
analogue in a mixture with a combined
weight of less than 10 grams. The truth of
the matter is that lawmakers do not need to
impose new mandatory minimums in order
to prosecute fentanyl analogue cases because
law enforcement officials already have the
ability to prosecute these cases pursuant to
the Controlled Substance Analogue Enforce-
ment Act of 1986, which requires that pros-
ecutors show the substances in question are
harmful.

Despite the threat of grave injustices in
the criminal legal system, the current lack
of research on FRS, and indications that
some FRS are harmless or hold therapeutic
potential, the HALT Fentanyl Act does not
include an offramp to reschedule or remove
FRS that research has proven to be pharma-
cologically inactive or do not meet schedule
I criteria. Though it includes some research
reforms for schedule I substances, the bill ex-
cludes the possibility of such research im-
pacting the criminalization of FRS. Without
a rescheduling process, the HALT Fentanyl
Act may unjustly promote criminalization of
harmless or inert substances.

The HALT Fentanyl Act and other bills
proposing the permanent classwide sched-
uling of FRS are yet another iteration of the
drug war’s ineffective and punitive strate-
gies. To prevent overdose, Congress must in-
vest in public health solutions to mitigate
the harms of illicit fentanyl. We urge Con-
gress to support bills that increase access to
health services and substance use disorder
treatment, improve data collection, and pro-
vide funding for FRS research, offering alter-
native, effective strategies to simulta-
neously address the opioid epidemic while
preventing backsliding on criminal justice
reform.

Thank you for your time and attention to
this matter. Please contact Maritza Perez
Medina, Director of Federal Affairs for the
Drug Policy Alliance, for questions about
this letter or to further discuss this matter.

Sincerely,

ACLU of Nevada (NV), ACR Health (NY),
AIDS Alabama (AL), AIDS Foundation Chi-
cago (IL), AIDS United, Alianza for Oppor-
tunity, Alliance for Positive Change (NY),
Alliance for Positive Health (NY), American
Civil Liberties Union, American Friends
Service Committee, Appalachian Learning
Initiative (WV), Association of Black Social
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Workers (Virginia Union University) (VA),
Autistic Self Advocacy Network.

Battle Born Progress (NV), Beacon House
Aftercare, Louisville (KY), Beauty After the
Bars (NC), Bend the Arc: Jewish Action, Bet-
ter Organizing to Win Legalization, BLM
Louisville (KY), Brave Technology Co-Op,
Bronx Movil (NY).

C-UR Recovery Services, LLC (MI), Cele-
brate Recovery (KY), Center for Criminal
Justice Reform, University of Baltimore
(MD), Center for Disability Rights, Center
for Housing & Health (IL), Center for Pop-
ular Democracy, Citizen Action of Wisconsin
(WI), Clergy for a New Drug Policy, Coalition
on Human Needs, Color of Change, Commu-
nities United for Status & Protection
(CUSP).

Community Catalyst, Community Health
Project Los Angeles (CA), Cosmovisiones
Ancestrales (CA), CURE (Citizens United for
Rehabilitation of Errants), Dream.org, Drug
Policy Alliance, Drug Policy Forum of
Hawai‘i (HI), Due Process Institute, E5 En-
terprise (NY/PA), Elephant Circle (CO),
EngageWell IPA (NY), Equal Justice USA,
Evergreen Health (NY), Exchanging Path-
ways (MS).

Fair and Just Prosecution, Faith in Harm
Reduction, Family Services Network of New
York (NY), FAMM, Federal Public & Com-
munity Defenders, Feed Louisville (KY),
Filling The Gaps Outreach, Inc. (GA), Flor-
ida Harm Reduction Collective (FL), Free-
dom BLOC (OH), Fruit of Labor Action Re-
search & Technical Assistance, LLC (NC),
Full Circle Youth Empowerment, Inc. (CT),
FWD.us.

G. Williams & Associates, Inc. (IL), Giving
Others Dreams G.0.D. Inc (IL), GLIDE (CA),
Hawai‘i Health & Harm Reduction Center
(HI), HEAL Ohio (OH), Hepatitis C Mentor
and Support Group (HCMSG) (NY), Hep Free
Hawai‘i (HI), Hey Joe Media (AZ), Hip Hop
Caucus, HIPS (DC), HomeRise (CA), Hoosier
Action (IN), Housing Works (NY), Human
Rights Watch.

Illinois Alliance for Reentry and Justice
(IL), Illinois Harm Reduction & Recovery Co-
alition (IL), Immigrant Legal Resource Cen-
ter, Interfaith Action for Human Rights
(IAHR) (DC) (MD) (VA), Indiana Recovery
Alliance (IN), IOAD NC Raleigh Memorial
Event (NC), Isaiah House Inc (KY), Interfaith
Action for Human Rights, Justice Strate-
gies, JustLeadershipUSA, Juvenile Law Cen-
ter.

Lacey’s Legacy (KY), LatinoJustice
PRLDEF, Law Enforcement Action Partner-
ship, Law Office of the Cook County Public
Defender (IL), The Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights, Legal Action Cen-
ter, Life Coach Each One Teach One Reentry
Fellowship (KY), Lighthouse Consultants
Colorado, LLC (CO), Local Progress, Los An-
geles Community Action Network (CA),
Michigan People’s Campaign (MI), Minorities
for Medical Marijuana, Mississippi Prison
Reform Coalition (MS), Moms for All Paths
to Recovery (CA), Monetwork (MO), My
Brothers Keeper NEO (OH), My Meta Re-
Entry Services, Inc. (NC).

NASTAD, National Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers, National Coalition for
the Homeless, National Council of Churches,
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug
Dependence-Maryland Chapter (MD), Na-
tional Employment Law Project, National
Harm Reduction Coalition, National Health
Law Program, National Homelessness Law
Center, National Immigrant Justice Center,
National Immigration Project (NIPNLG),
National Legal Aid & Defender Association,
National Organization for Women, National
Pain Advocacy Center (CO), NC Harm Reduc-
tion Coalition (NC).

Nelsonville Voices/Showing Up for Racial
Justice (OH), NETWORK Lobby for Catholic
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Social Justice, New Jersey Organizing
Project (NJ), New York State Harm Reduc-
tion Association (NY), NEXT Distro,
OhioCAN/Newark Homeless Outreach (OH),
On The Bright Side LLC (NC), ONE
Northside (IL), Overdose Crisis Response
Fund, PA Stands Up (PA), Parabola Center
for Law and Policy, Parole Preparation
Project, Pennsylvania Harm Reduction Net-
work (PA), People Advocating Recovery
(KY), People’s Action, Progressive Leader-
ship Alliance of Nevada (NV), Progressive
Maryland (MD), Psychotherapy Services
DBA (KY).

QLatinx (FL), R Street Institute, REACH-
NEO (OH), Reentry Advocacy Project (TX),
Reframe Health and Justice, Renew A New,
Inc (CA), Revolve Impact, Rights & Democ-
racy (NH/VT), River Valley Organizing (OH),
Sana Healing Collective (IL), Smoky Moun-
tain Harm Reduction (NC), Sojourners,
Source Corp LLC (OH), South Carolina For
Restorative Justice (SC), South Louisville
Community Ministries (KY), Southern Tier
AIDS Program (NY).

StoptheDrugWar.org, Students for Sensible
Drug Policy, Sunita Jain Anti-Trafficking
Policy Initiative, Loyola Law School,
T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights,

Tacoma Healing Awareness Community
(WA), TakeAction Minnesota (MN), TCRC
Community Healing Center (PA), Texas

Harm Reduction Alliance (TX), The Action
Lab, Center for Health Policy and Law,
Northeastern TUniversity School of Law
(MA), The Advocates for Human Rights
(MN), The AIDS Institute (TAI), The Daniel
Initiative.

The Festival Center, The Freedom BLOC
(OH), The Gathering for Justice, The Georgia
Survivor Defense Project (GA), The Gubbio
Project (CA), The Hepatitis C Mentor and
Support Group (HCMSG) (NY), The Matrix
Consulting, LLC, The Porchlight Collective
SAP (IL), The Sentencing Project, The
Steady Collective (NC), Transform Network,
Treatment Action Group (TAG) (NY), Treat-
ment on Demand Coalition-SF (CA), Truth
Pharm Inc. (NY).

United Vision for Idaho (ID), Vera Insti-
tute of Justice, Vilomah Foundation (PA),
Vital Strategies, Vivent Health, VOCAL-KY
(KY), VOCAL-NY (NY), VOCAL-WA (WA),
VT Citizens United for the Rehabilitation of
Errant(s) (VT), Washington Office on Latin
America, Why Not Prosper (PA), Wilkes Re-
covery Revolution, Inc. (NC), Women on the
Rise (GA), Worth Rises, Young People in Re-
covery.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
I include in the RECORD a letter from
the Leadership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights on behalf of this large
and diverse coalition of 240 national or-
ganizations.

THE LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
ON CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS,
February 4, 2025.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES,
House Minority Leader,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY
LEADER JEFFRIES: On behalf of The Leader-
ship Conference on Civil and Human Rights,
a coalition charged by its diverse member-
ship of more than 240 national organizations
to promote and protect civil and human
rights in the United States, we write to ex-
press our strong opposition to H.R. 27, the
Halt All Lethal Trafficking (HALT) of
Fentanyl Act, and to urge the House to re-
ject this bill. The Leadership Conference will
score the House’s vote in our Voting Record
for the 119th Congress.
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This bill permanently schedules fentanyl-
related substances (FRS) on schedule I of the
Controlled Substances Act (CSA) based on a
flawed class definition. Additionally, it im-
poses mandatory minimums and fails to pro-
vide an offramp for removing inert or harm-
less substances from the drug schedule. The
classwide scheduling that this bill would im-
pose would exacerbate pretrial detention,
mass incarceration, and racial disparities in
the prison system, doubling down on a fear-
based, enforcement-first response to a public
health challenge.

Under the classwide control, any offense
involving a ‘‘fentanyl-related substance’ is
subject to federal criminal prosecution, even
if the substance in question is helpful or has
no potential for abuse. The case of Todd
Coleman is instructive. Mr. Coleman was
sentenced to a mandatory minimum of 10
years for selling 30 grams of cocaine—about
two tablespoons—because a local lab said
that they were laced with three illegal
fentanyl analogues. But none of the sub-
stances were illegal fentanyl analogues, and
one was a substance called ‘‘Benzyl
Fentanyl”’ that the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration has long known is not dan-
gerous or illegal.

Moreover, the HALT Fentanyl Act en-
shrines mandatory minimums for distribu-
tion of FRS under the Controlled Substances
Act, which could criminalize inert or harm-
less substances. This bill expands mandatory
minimums for both foreign importation
crimes and domestic drug distribution of-
fenses, including nonviolent drug distribu-
tion involving small quantities of drugs. As
mandatory minimums eliminate judicial dis-
cretion, judges are prevented from tailoring
punishment to a particular defendant by
taking into account an individual’s back-
ground and the circumstances of their of-
fenses when determining the sentence. Man-
datory minimums instead place more power
in the hands of prosecutors and their charg-
ing decisions, which is particularly con-
cerning given that prosecutors are more
likely to charge Black people with a crime
that carries a mandatory minimum than a
White person. The HALT Fentanyl Act
threats to replicate this pattern and deepen
these disparities.

This Congress should not repeat its past
mistakes when it comes to policy responses
to fentanyl and its analogues. Beginning in
the 1980s, draconian drug laws with harsh
mandatory minimums and their resulting
enforcement under the banner of the ‘‘war on
drugs’ fueled skyrocketing prison popu-
lations. In the ensuing decades, Black people
have been disproportionately incarcerated
and sentenced to mandatory minimum sen-
tences for small amounts of crack cocaine,
despite the fact that White people are more
likely than Black people to use crack co-
caine in their lifetimes. Similar trends for
FRS are emerging: Between 2015 and 2019,
prosecutions for fentanyl-analogue offenses
increased by more than 5,000 percent, with
no corresponding decrease in the use of FRS
or in overdose deaths. In 2019, 58.9 percent of
those sentenced in fentanyl-analogue cases
were Black. Any further extension of the
classwide scheduling policy threatens to re-
peat past missteps with crack cocaine that
policymakers are still working to rectify.

Harsh federal drug laws and mandatory
minimums have caused the federal prison
population to explode. The Urban Institute
has found that increases in expected time
served for drug offenses was the largest con-
tributor to growth in the federal prison pop-
ulation between 1998 and 2010. Currently,
people convicted of drug offenses make up
43.9 percent of the Bureau of Prisons (BOP)
population. There is no indication that over-
ly punitive sentences or mass incarceration
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deter crime, protect public safety, or de-

crease drug use or trafficking.

We share your concerns about fentanyl-re-
lated deaths and support effective health-
based approaches to mitigating this public
health crisis, but classwide scheduling and
mandatory minimums merely repeat the
mistakes of the past by exacerbating our in-
carceration problem. We welcome continued
dialogue with you about how to move for-
ward on this important topic. However, we
must reiterate our firm opposition to
classwide emergency scheduling and to man-
datory minimum sentencing.

We strongly urge Congress to take bold
steps on these issues and transform our
criminal-legal system into one that delivers
true justice and equality. For this reason, we
ask you to vote NO on the HALT Fentanyl
Act. Thank you for your time and attention
to this matter. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact Chloé White, sen-
ior policy counsel, justice.

Sincerely,
JESSELYN MCCURDY,
Executive Vice President
of Government Affairs.

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
they are going to score this for voting
records. The majority has to do some-
thing and stand up for their Article I
constitutional duty and say: We are
going to protect Medicaid; We are not
going to listen to billionaires; We are
going to bring the SUPPORT Act; and
We are not going to pull the rug out
from under the counselors and pro-
viders back home who are doing it.

Mr. Speaker, I just read online that
community health centers are being
forced to close in Virginia. All over
this country, this is what is going on,
and you can’t paper over it with some
fake legislation like this.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from North
Dakota (Mrs. FEDORCHAK), a member of
the Energy and Commerce Committee.

Mrs. FEDORCHAK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today in strong support of the
HALT Fentanyl Act.

In North Dakota, my State, we are
known for our tight-knit communities
where people look out for one another,
but even in my State, illicit fentanyl is
smuggled in, stealing innocent lives
and leaving families shattered.

North Dakota law enforcement says
record amounts of fentanyl are pouring
into our State. What is most disturbing
is how traffickers are targeting our
kids. They are poisoning our children.
We must pass the HALT Fentanyl Act
to permanently give law enforcement
the tools they need.

This will punish traffickers who play
a dangerous game of tweaking for-
mulas to stay one step ahead of the
law.

The American people have trusted us
to fix the mess created by the Biden
administration’s open-border policies.
For every devastated family and every
community on the front lines of this
crisis, we must act.

Mr. Speaker, this is not a partisan
issue. It is an important part of the so-
lution, and it is the right thing to do.
Let’s pass H.R. 27.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Or-
egon (Ms. DEXTER).
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Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to this bill
because it is abundantly clear it is not
a serious effort to address the drug
overdose epidemic in this country.

It is, in fact, partisan. Treatment is
not partisan, but this bill is.

Before coming to Congress, I was a
practicing physician. In 2022, I took
care of a young person in the ICU who
had unintentionally overdosed on what
was thought to be a pain pill but
turned out to be a counterfeit
oxycodone pill laced with fentanyl.

I worked all night to save this young
man’s life, but his brain never woke up.
I was the one who had to tell his moth-
er and extended family that he was
never going to come home.

This tragic story is all too familiar
for Oregonians. In Congress, I am laser-
focused on getting my community the
resources it needs to ensure that no
parent or family ever has to experience
the pain of losing a loved one to an
overdose.

That is why I am disgusted by the ad-
ministration’s current illegal freezing
of all Federal funds, including over $8.6
billion in grant funding for Federal
programs to combat the opioid crisis.

I offered a simple amendment to this
bill before us today. That amendment
stated that this bill could not take ef-
fect until we get confirmation that last
week’s funding freeze and any future
freeze does not jeopardize Americans’
access to substance use prevention,
treatment, and recovery services.

The Republicans claim to care about
addressing this crisis, but they refused
to bring that amendment up for a vote.
It is shocking to me what we have
come to. My Republican colleagues are
so afraid to stand up that they will rip
essential healthcare services away
from our most vulnerable.

We must take a stand, and I am
going to take a stand. For those who
are watching who are suffering, please
know that we will not stop fighting.
We cannot arrest our way out of this.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. FITZGERALD), my friend.

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 27, the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

I will share two stories of constitu-
ents from Wisconsin’s Fifth District.
Lauri Badura of Oconomowoc lost her
eldest son, Archie, in 2014 due to an ac-
cidental overdose.

Since then, she has dedicated herself
to advocate on behalf of those strug-
gling with mental health and substance
abuse and started a grassroots organi-
zation called Saving Others for Archie
to help fight the opioid epidemic on the
local, State, and national level.

Erin and Rick Rachwal of Pewaukee
lost their son, Logan, to an overdose in
2021. The results of that toxicology re-
port indicated three different forms of
fentanyl were present.

In response, Erin and Rick started
the Love, Logan Foundation to end the
stigma surrounding mental health and
substance abuse disorders.
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Mr. Speaker, we need strong congres-
sional action on fentanyl, and we need
the permanent designation of fentanyl-
related substances to schedule I.

One of the first pieces of legislation I
introduced in Congress was Stopping
Overdoses of Fentanyl Analogues Act
to address the very issue we are consid-
ering today.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I think you have heard
many statements on the Democrat side
of the aisle about how this legislation
that is before us today only looks at
one aspect of the fentanyl crisis and ig-
nores funding, if you will, for treat-
ment.

Right now, Medicaid cuts could and
actually would seriously undermine
our ability to address the opioid epi-
demic so they can give tax breaks to
billionaires and big corporations.

What I want to emphasize is that not
only is there nothing in this legislation
to deal with treatment, but in addition
to that, what we assume is going to
happen, based on statements that have
been put out by Republicans, is they
are going to cut the Medicaid program
in order to pay for their tax cuts for
corporations and the very wealthy.

Last week, in case anyone doubts it,
the Trump administration temporarily
suspended Federal Medicaid payments,
and now we are hearing that congres-
sional Republicans are considering up
to $2.5 trillion in Medicaid cuts.

Keep in mind that Medicaid is the
single largest payer for behavioral
health services in the United States
and covers nearly 40 percent of all indi-
viduals with opioid use disorder. Med-
icaid covers a full array of services and
supports for people with behavioral
health needs, including services and
supports that typically are not covered
by other health programs.

As the opioid crisis continues, States
can draw down Federal funds to cover
medication-assisted treatment, MAT,
medications and therapy, expand cov-
erage of community-based benefits to
support treatment and recovery, and to
integrate behavioral health services
into primary care and other settings.
All that will stop with the Medicaid
cuts that we are hearing that the Re-
publicans want to implement.

Republican plans to cut Medicaid
will further limit access to care for
substance use disorders, jeopardize
treatment for Medicaid beneficiaries,
and lead to more deaths as a result of
termination of treatment.

Again, I understand that the Repub-
licans are talking today about law en-
forcement and penalties, but they are
completely ignoring the fact that for
many people this crisis is really de-
pendent upon the fact that people con-
tinue to seek out fentanyl, and if they
don’t get treatment, then there are
going to be more people that are doing
the same.

Part of the reason that we are op-
posed to this bill today is because it
doesn’t say anything about treatment,
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which is one of the major aspects of
this crisis. What we hear is cuts, cuts,
cuts on all these treatment programs,
which are totally unacceptable if you
actually want to deal with this epi-
demic.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. OBERNOLTE), a member of
the Energy and Commerce Committee
and my friend.

Mr. OBERNOLTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in strong support of H.R. 27, the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

This bill would permanently classify
fentanyl and its analogues as schedule
I controlled substances, which will give
our law enforcement officers more
tools to use in tracking down and stop-
ping the dealers who are trafficking
this substance into our communities.

Mr. Speaker, this is a deeply personal
issue for me. I represent parts of Los
Angeles County, which has experienced
an over 1,000 percent increase in
fentanyl deaths in the last few years.

Mr. Speaker, the most difficult day
in my 19 years in elected office was sev-
eral years ago when I tried to console
a constituent, a grieving mother who
had lost both of her sons in the same
day to fentanyl poisoning. As the fa-
ther of two boys myself who were
about the same age at the time, I can’t
imagine how devastating that must
have been.

This bill would give our law enforce-
ment agencies more tools to help stop
this problem. That is why I am proud
to be a cosponsor of it, and I strongly
urge its passage.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. FRY), a member of the
Energy and Commerce Committee and
my friend.

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
chairman for allowing me to speak. I
rise in strong favor of the HALT
Fentanyl Act to combat the deadliest
drug crisis our Nation has ever faced.

Fentanyl-related substances are
wreaking havoc in our communities all
across this country, with illicit
fentanyl poisoning now the leading
cause of death among young adults
from 18-49. Last year alone, 109,000
Americans died of an overdose, the
overwhelming majority of that related
to fentanyl.

Drug traffickers exploit loopholes in
our law, tweaking fentanyl’s chemical
structure just enough to create new,
unregulated substances that are equal-
ly as deadly.

To be clear, Democrats have already
voted for this. They have voted for the
temporary extension of this with a con-
tinuing resolution, and this has never
come up. This is a bipartisan bill. If
this goes away, that is a win for the
cartels, criminals, and Chinese Com-
munist Party.
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The HALT Fentanyl Act perma-
nently classifies all fentanyl-related
substances, analogues, and derivatives
as schedule I drugs, ensuring that law
enforcement has those necessary tools
to do their jobs.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from North
Carolina (Mr. MCDOWELL), a new mem-
ber of the Republican Conference, a
new Member of Congress, and my good
friend.

Mr. McDOWELL. Mr. Speaker, this is
the first time that I have had the
honor of speaking on the floor of this
great body, and it isn’t by chance. It is
because of how important this legisla-
tion is and how personal it is to my
family and me.

In 2017, we lost my little brother,
Luke, to fentanyl poisoning. He was
only 20 years old. It changed every-
thing for our family, and there is not a
day that goes by that we don’t feel the
pain of that loss.

Days like tomorrow, February 7,
which would have been his 29th birth-
day, will always come with an espe-
cially painful reminder that he should
be here.

Unfortunately, the pain that we feel
is not unique to my family because
tens of thousands of American families
are being shattered by this crisis each
year.

Today, fentanyl is the leading cause
of death among young adults.

Enough is enough, Mr.
Enough is enough.

This legislation before us today
would make important changes. Right
now, because of an emergency order,
fentanyl and fentanyl-related sub-
stances are considered a schedule I
drug, but this order is set to expire at
the end of March. If it expires, it means
that law enforcement will have no au-
thority to seize many of these deadly
drugs, that drug traffickers will be em-
powered to push deadlier drugs on our
streets, and that our Border Patrol of-
ficials will lose the authority to seize
these drugs coming across our border.

This bipartisan legislation is simple.
It is not window dressing, Mr. Speaker.
It is simple. It would make this emer-
gency order permanent. However, let’s
never mistake simple for insignificant.
We have before us the opportunity to
save many lives.

Mr. Speaker, we lost my little broth-
er to fentanyl, and I will not stop until
we ensure that others don’t lose theirs.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentlewoman from Iowa
(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS), a member of the
Energy and Commerce Committee and
my good friend.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
what you see next to me is a tiny speck
of fentanyl, just a few milligrams, a
dose so small it could fit on the ear of
Lincoln on a penny, yet that speck is
enough to take a life and destroy a
family.

Speaker.
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In 2023, over 107,000 Americans died
from drug overdoses or poisoning, with
fentanyl responsible for nearly 75 per-
cent of those deaths.

As a State senator, I eliminated
preauthorization for medicated as-
sisted treatment for substance use dis-
order. In Congress, I have the Alter-
natives to PAIN Act. I have also helped
veterans to get access to substance use
disorder treatment.

This poison is flooding our streets
and killing our children, parents, and
neighbors. It is killing my constituents
in Iowa. That is why we must pass the
HALT Fentanyl Act. This bill would
make the temporary classwide sched-
uling order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances permanent, ensuring law en-
forcement has the authority to seize
these deadly drugs before they destroy
more lives.

If we fail to act, traffickers will con-
tinue to exploit loopholes, pushing
even deadlier drugs onto our streets.

The time for action is now. Lives are
on the line. We must pass this bill to
protect our families and stop this cri-
sis.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Iowa for her comments,
but I want to inform her that the
Trump administration’s funding freeze
can impact as much as $57 million in
funding for substance abuse and mental
health services and research in the
State of Iowa that her constituents
rely on. Cutting this vital funding will
greatly hamper our response to the
opioid epidemic and result in more
overdose deaths.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1% minutes to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CRENSHAW), my good friend
and a member of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of the HALT
Fentanyl Act because it is the most ob-
vious thing in the world to be in sup-
port of.

Hundreds of thousands of Americans
have lost their lives to fentanyl.
Fentanyl is supposed to be used in the
operating room and on the battlefield.
It is not meant to be laced into street
drugs and sold online to kids. Due to
its street use, it has killed hundreds of
thousands of Americans—75,000 deaths
a year. It is the Nation’s biggest mass
poisoning in our history.

There is a supply-side element to
that. It is the Mexican drug cartels.

It is also worth mentioning the
counterarguments to this. Everyone
says, well, if we schedule this as a
schedule I drug, then we are going to
go right back to the old days of the
1980s and 1990s of mass incarceration.

There is a really big problem with
that argument, and it is this: This has
been temporarily scheduled since 2018.
I would love my colleagues who are
making that claim to show me the data
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on how this has hurt minority commu-
nities over the last 7 years. You can’t
because it doesn’t exist. It has been
schedule I for 7 years.

We cannot let that expire because
then we take away the tools that our
prosecutors and law enforcement need
to stop this deadly threat.

I hate to break it to everybody, but
incentives matter, behaviors matter.
You need higher penalties for dealing
fentanyl, a heck of a lot higher than
the mandatory minimums we are even
talking about here, if we actually care
about saving kids’ lives.

Mr. Speaker, we should stop playing
politics. Let’s do what is right. I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
1%2 minutes to the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MURPHY), my good
friend.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I have
sat here and listened to some of the ar-
guments from the other side, and I feel
like we are back in bizarro world again.

The election last time told us that
people don’t want crime, fentanyl, and
the things that come with it. We are
merely trying to get this off the
streets.

Let me give a good example of what
this means in the HALT Fentanyl Act.
Let’s say I am from the Pepsi com-
pany, and let’s say people don’t like
Coke. Well, we have to get rid of Coke.
We not only have to get rid of Coke,
but that means we also have to get rid
of vanilla Coke, lemon Coke, and all
the other Cokes. In this case, we get
rid of the derivatives, the basic ele-
ment of fentanyl.

That is all that we are doing. We are
not trying to protect our criminals. We
are not going to hurt our physicians.
We are not going to hurt any par-
ticular segment of society. We are try-
ing to bring back what Americans
wanted during the election, and that
was law and order—very simple.

I have known nine young men who
have died from fentanyl overdoses.
There is not a single person in this
Chamber who doesn’t know somebody
who has died from this. This is the
scourge of folks under age 50. It is the
number one cause of death. Anything
we can do to move that barrier is crit-
ical.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
stop the partisan nonsense and she-
nanigans and let everybody get back on
board to understanding that this is a
scourge upon our Nation. We just want
it scheduled correctly, as in schedule 1.
It will save lives, no matter what you
look like or where you live.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support the
HALT Fentanyl Act and urge my col-
leagues to do the same.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. FONG).
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Mr. FONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in strong support of H.R. 27, the HALT
Fentanyl Act.

Fentanyl is destroying lives across
America, and my district is no excep-
tion. Traffickers have been cutting
fentanyl with additional uncontrolled
substances, such as xylazine-cut
fentanyl, making overdoses even hard-
er to reverse. We cannot allow drug
traffickers to push deadlier mixtures
that are poisoning our youth.

This bill is a critical part in com-
bating the fentanyl crisis in America.
It will ensure that these deadly sub-
stances are classified permanently so
law enforcement has the ability to
seize these lethal drugs.

Law enforcement is on the front
lines, fighting this crisis every single
day, as drugs flow across the southern
border. It is our job in this Chamber to
ensure that they have the tools they
need to stay ahead of drug traffickers,

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
protect our communities by voting
“yes’ on H.R. 27.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Let me be clear, what the Trump
funding freeze does is to pause any
funding to go to opioid prevention,
treatment, and recovery programs.
Fortunately, several Federal courts
have enjoined this funding freeze from
going into immediate effect, but make
no mistake, if this freeze is allowed to
go forward, substance use and mental
health clinicians who dedicate their
lives to helping those experiencing sub-
stance use disorder would go without
their paychecks and close their doors.

Clinics and programs such as cer-
tified community behavioral health
clinics and the Drug-Free Communities
Support Program funded by the CDC
would be cut off from Federal funding.

We just learned yesterday of commu-
nity health centers closing in the State
of Virginia, so it is already happening
that some of the community health
centers are closing. The millions of
Americans who depend on these pro-
grams will be losing access to their
care across the country.

The HALT Fentanyl Act is a bill that
is opposed by over 190 organizations. It
is a box to check rather than having
the hard, collaborative conversations
that must be done to address a long-
standing problem.

Let me be clear again: The fentanyl-
related substances do, in fact, pose a
danger to public health. There is no
question about it. That is why the DEA
enacted a temporary classwide sched-
uling order in 2018, and we have voted
to extend it over nine times since,
most recently in December of last year.
We included and supported it as part of
a bipartisan end-of-year agreement to
continue the temporary status for ac-
tually another 2 years.

Don’t be fooled by the majority’s
fear-mongering. The upcoming expira-
tion of the temporary order on March
31 is a crisis of their own making. If
they had adopted the bipartisan agree-
ment at the end of the year, we
wouldn’t be facing this deadline.
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I hope that we can all agree that the
substance use and overdose crisis im-
pacts all of our districts. Those who
are suffering deserve bipartisan solu-
tions that protect public safety, sup-
port public health, and don’t perpet-
uate criminal justice bias.

As I said before, Democratic opposi-
tion is primarily based on the fact that
there is nothing here to help with sup-
port and treatment. If anybody on the
other side of the aisle thinks we are
just going to criminalize ourselves out
of this fentanyl crisis, they are just
kidding themselves.

A larger part of this problem is the
fact that we need a lot more funding
for support and treatment, so that the
demand, if you will, for fentanyl is sig-
nificantly decreased. Right now, the
demand is so great, and that is a big
part of why we have such a crisis.

If we don’t do something about treat-
ment and behavioral health, we are
never going to deal effectively with
this crisis.

For all of those reasons, I oppose this
bill, and I ask my colleagues to vote
44n0.?7

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, speaking as the primary
sponsor on the Republican side of the
bipartisan bill, the SUPPORT Act, we
do need treatment. We have worked on
treatment. We have record treatment
that has happened since the SUPPORT
Act first passed, and we will work on it
again this Congress.

We know it is going to expire by the
end of March. What is happening is the
scheduling of illicit fentanyl. What
that means is, fentanyl is scheduled.
What the people in China do who send
their recipes for fentanyl to Mexico to
be manufactured and sent across the
border is if they could slightly change
the molecule just enough that it is no
longer fentanyl, it is no longer sched-
uled.

Our police officers have to find it and
get it tested. Once they get it tested,
they have to go back and say, okay,
that is fentanyl. It is deadly. Let’s go
to Congress and get Congress to put
that on the schedule. Then we put that
on the schedule. Then they start to
process and slightly change it again.

That is the reason we put this in an
emergency order to begin with. That is
why we want to put it in permanently
because we know that it is effective.

We have had testimony to say that it
is effective. We had my friend from
New York (Ms. GILLEN) come and say
that she read that the DEA says this
will save lives. Other groups say this
will save lives. We have testimony that
this will save lives. There is so much
we need to do in helping people with
their substance use disorders and
struggles. There is no doubt there is a
lot we need to do.

What we need to do today, what we
are going to put our name on and
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record our vote on, yes or no, is: Do we
believe that derivatives of fentanyl
that are being trafficked from China to
Mexico across our border, do we believe
that should be schedule I and give the
tools to our law enforcement officers to
fight it?

That is what we are voting on today.
I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’” on
this bill. We had Mr. Cullen from Penn-
sylvania testify this morning in a hear-
ing on the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, Subcommittee for Health,
who lost his son.

We all know people who suffer from
this. We need to keep up the fight. This
is important for us to do, and I encour-
age a ‘‘yes’’ vote.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BALDERSON. Mr. Speaker, fentanyl
has ravaged communities in my district and
across Ohio.

In 2023, our state saw more than 3,500
fentanyl overdoses, representing 98 percent of
all opioid deaths.

Families are being torn apart and law en-
forcement is fighting an uphill battle to keep
this poison off our streets.

That's why | proudly support the HALT
Fentanyl Act, which gives law enforcement the
certainty and stability they need to crack down
on traffickers and prevent illicit fentanyl from
entering our country.

We cannot allow this crisis to continue un-
checked. And we must act now to protect our
communities, support law enforcement, and
save lives.

| urge my House colleagues to support this
bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). All time for debate on the bill
has expired.

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 2 printed in part B of House
Report 119-2.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MRS. TRAHAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now
in order to consider amendment No. 2
printed in part B of House Report 119-
2.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, as the
designee of Congresswoman
PETTERSEN, I have an amendment at
the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 23, strike lines 13 through 16 and in-
sert the following:

(a) IN GENERAL.—This Act, and the amend-
ments made by this Act, shall take effect on
the date that the Secretary of Health and
Human Services and the Attorney General
certify jointly in the Federal Register that
this Act will lead to a reduction in overdose
deaths.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 93, the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Mrs.
TRAHAN) and a Member opposed each
will control 56 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
offer amendment 2 on behalf of my col-
league, Congresswoman BRITTANY
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PETTERSEN, who welcomed her second
son, Sam, last week.

Unfortunately, outdated House rules
prevent Congresswoman PETTERSEN
from voting remotely while she recov-
ers and cares for her newborn. I am
proud to stand here today to advance
the critical amendment that she au-
thored, one that ensures the legislation
before us does what it is intended to
do: Save lives.

This amendment adds a straight-
forward but essential guardrail. Before
this bill can take effect, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the
Attorney General must certify that it
will actually reduce overdose deaths.

Mr. Speaker, we are at a pivotal
point in the fight against the opioid
crisis. For the first time since 2018,
overdose deaths have declined over a
12-month period. That is not by chance.
It is because of evidence-based strate-
gies, including many championed by
the Bipartisan Mental Health and Sub-
stance Use Disorder Task Force.

The investments we have made to
disrupt the illicit drug trade, expand
access to treatment and recovery sup-
port, and make naloxone widely avail-
able, they are working. We should be
building on this progress, not under-
mining it.

That is what this amendment en-
sures. While we have made real strides
in this fight, the reality is still dev-
astating: More than 80,000 Americans
lost their lives to overdoses in 2024.
This crisis remains a national emer-
gency, one that demands a public
health response, not a return to failed
policies that devastated communities
for generations.

Everyone in this Chamber agrees
that we must keep fentanyl and other
illicit substances out of our neighbor-
hoods, and we have to do it in a way
that actually reduces overdose deaths.
That is why I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment because it
guarantees that this bill will save
lives. We cannot afford to go backward.
Let’s keep moving forward.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
opposition to the amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kentucky is recognized
for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, we kKnow
that if this emergency declaration ex-
pires, that illicit fentanyl will no
longer be scheduled and individuals
will no longer be subject to arrest and
prosecution.

I don’t believe we need to study this.
That is why we have the emergency in
place because of the problem. Putting
this off until a study comes back, peo-
ple are going to die. I don’t think we
need to certify that people are going to
die. I think that is self-evident.

Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to this
amendment, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire as to the time remaining.
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THE SPEAKER pro tempore. The
gentlewoman from Massachusetts has 3
minutes remaining.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as she may consume to the
gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. DEX-
TER).

Ms. DEXTER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the opportunity to speak, and I
rise to strongly support this amend-
ment. If we want to save lives, if that
is truly what we are all here to do, let’s
make sure that is the outcome before
we move forward.

As I stated, I am a physician. I am a
lung doctor. I have taken care of people
with addiction for 20 years. I know, Mr.
Speaker, that people have to fail before
they succeed most times when they
struggle with addiction.

Criminalizing all use of fentanyl de-
rivatives means that people will be
driven into the shadows because they
fear going to jail should they have an
addiction. This is a chronic disease.

If we believe criminalization is the
path to helping save lives, I want to see
that because that has not been our ex-
perience in Oregon where it has been
nationally recognized that we have
struggled.

The other point I will make is that
the scheduling of all fentanyl deriva-
tives ties our hands. We cannot develop
treatments that are derivatives of
fentanyl if we criminalize all fentanyl-
related derivatives.

Mr. Speaker, not only do we deny
ourselves the opportunity for treat-
ment upstream, but downstream, we
criminalize people into the shadows
where they are more likely to die of
overdose.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. BRESNAHAN).

Mr. BRESNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in strong support of H.R. 27, the
HALT Fentanyl Act, and oppose the
amendment.

It takes only 2 milligrams of fentanyl
to Kill a person. That is the weight of
a single grain of sand. In fact, on aver-
age, one Pennsylvanian dies from a
drug overdose every 2 hours. These
aren’t strangers.

The fentanyl that has poured in
across our borders during the past few
years has wreaked havoc on our fami-
lies, neighbors, and communities. This
includes me. My 16-year-old cousin lost
her life to this crisis.

No race, no gender, no ZIP Code is
immune from the fentanyl epidemic.
This is why I am proud that we are
wasting no time in bringing the HALT
Fentanyl Act to the floor.

This bill should have passed both
Chambers in the last Congress. It
should have passed with unanimous
support, but here with are. Let’s show
the American people we are prepared to
fight for them and address this crisis.
Let’s deliver a tangible victory for our
families and neighbors back home.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, I yield
12 minutes to the gentlewoman from
Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT).
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Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I am to-
tally focused on codifying President
Trump’s executive actions to Make
America Great Again. This bill will do
just that, permanently solidifying
President Trump’s decision to classify
fentanyl-related substances and
fentanyl as schedule I drugs.

Really, maybe it doesn't go far
enough. I think fentanyl should be a
weapon of mass destruction. I have a
bill to do exactly that. Maybe that will
be the next bill that we are debating on
the floor this Congress.

In Colorado, I can’t even go into the
grocery store, the gas station, or the
local firearms store without meeting
someone who has had a loved one die
from fentanyl.

According to the CDC in 2022 alone,
fentanyl was responsible for over 73,000
deaths. That is like losing seven of my
rural communities in just 1 year. Guess
what? Now, it is the leading cause of
death for Americans aged 18 to 45. It is
a shame because it didn’t have to be
this way.

The Biden-Harris regime sacrificed
American lives at the altar of open bor-
ders. Shame on them. Enough is
enough. It is time we put an end to this
crisis that was completely preventable
and wasn’t happening until Democrats
enabled China and cartels with wide-
open border policies.

Let’s pass the HALT Fentanyl Act.
Let’s codify President Trump’s execu-
tive orders, and let’s put American
lives ahead of open-border extremist
policies.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, it is a
very spirited debate on the other side,
but this is on the amendment. This
amendment would just make sure that
the underlying bill actually does what
it is intended to do, which is save lives
simply by ensuring that the Secretary
of Health and Human Services and the
Attorney General certify that this bill
will reduce overdose deaths.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues, in
order to make this legislation effec-
tive, vote ‘‘yes’” on this amendment,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Mr. Speaker, all I will
say is that we know, and we have had
testimony. We have had testimony
from so many people who have come
before our committee. We know that if
we have illicit fentanyl that is no
longer illegal, it is not going to save
lives. It is going to cost lives.

We know this emergency order is ex-
piring at the end of March. This needs
to be done. It has to go to the Senate.
Somebody mentioned earlier on the
other side that it lingered in the Sen-
ate. We now have a Senate that will
take this up. We have a President that
will sign it.

We need to get this done so we can
protect children and not delay this
until we have another study when we
know what is going on in our neighbor-
hoods, our homes, our communities,
and our country.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the defeat of this
amendment and support the underlying
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bill. I yield back the balance of my
time.

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the previous question
is ordered on the bill, as amended, and
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Mrs.
TRAHAN).

The question is on the amendment by
the gentlewoman from Massachusetts.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mrs. TRAHAN. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 43 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MURPHY) at 4 p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Amendment No. 2 to H.R. 27 offered
by Mrs. TRAHAN from Massachusetts;
and

Passage of H.R. 27, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote.

Pursuant to clause 9 of rule XX, the
remaining electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 5-minute vote.

———

HALT ALL LETHAL TRAFFICKING
OF FENTANYL ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on
amendment No. 2 to the bill, H.R. 27, to
amend the Controlled Substances Act
with respect to the scheduling of
fentanyl-related substances, and for
other purposes, printed in part B of
House Report 119-2, offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Mrs.
TRAHAN) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the yeas
and nays were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the amendment offered

the
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by the gentlewoman from Massachu-
setts (Mrs. TRAHAN).

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 182, nays
226, not voting 24, as follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Ansari
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bell
Beyer
Bonamici
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bynum
Carbajal
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Cisneros
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Conaway
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Crockett
Crow
Dayvis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
Dexter
Dingell
Doggett
Elfreth
Escobar
Espaillat
Evans (PA)
Fields
Figures
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Friedman
Frost
Garamendi

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei (NV)
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Barr
Barrett
Baumgartner
Bean (FL)
Begich
Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Biggs (AZ)
Biggs (SC)
Bilirakis
Bishop
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Bresnahan
Buchanan

[Roll No. 32]
YEAS—182

Garcia (CA)
Garcia (TX)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez, V.
Goodlander
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Huffman

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (TX)
Kamlager-Dove
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy (NY)
Khanna
Krishnamoorthi
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latimer

Lee (PA)
Levin
Liccardo
Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Matsui
McBath
McBride
McClain Delaney
McClellan
McCollum
McDonald Rivet
McGarvey
McGovern
Meclver
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume

Moore (WI)
Morelle
Morrison
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Nadler

Neal

Neguse
Norcross
Ocasio-Cortez

NAYS—226

Burchett
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Craig
Crane
Crank
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Downing

Olszewski
Pallone
Panetta
Pelosi
Peters
Pingree
Pocan
Pou
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Randall
Raskin
Rivas
Ross
Ruiz
Salinas
Sanchez
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simon
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Stansbury
Stevens
Strickland
Subramanyam
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Turner (TX)
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Williams (GA)

Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Evans (CO)
Ezell
Fallon
Fedorchak
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Fong

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Garcla (IL)
Gill (TX)
Gillen

Golden (ME) Lee (FL) Rose
Goldman (TX) Lee (NV) Rouzer
Gonzales, Tony Letlow Rulli
Gooden Loudermilk Rutherford
Gosar Lucas Ryan
Graves Luttrell Salazar
Gray Mace Scalise
Green (TN) Mackenzie Schmidt
grgfefpsﬁGA) xaihotakls Schweikert

T aloy Scott, Austi
Grothman Mann S:i)f s Austin
Guest Mannion Sessions
Guthrie Massie Shreve
Hageman Mast Si
Hamadeh (AZ)  McCaul Slmp}i"’l‘m
Harder (CA) McClain mith (NE)
Haridopolos McClintock Smith (NJ)
Harrigan McCormick Spartz
Harris (NC) McDowell Stauber
Harshbarger McGuire Stefanik
Higgins (LA) Messmer Steil
Hill (AR) Meuser Steube
Hinson Miller (IL) Strong
Hoyle (OR) Miller (OH) Stutzman
Hudson Miller (WV) Suozzi
Huizenga Miller-Meeks Taylor
Hunt Mills Tenney
Hurd (CO) Min Thompson (PA)
Issa Moolenaar Tiffany
Jack Moore (AL) Timmons
Jackson (TX) Moore (NC) Tran
James Moore (UT) Turner (OH)
gohélson (SD) ﬁoraﬁ Valadao

ordan urphy Van D
Joyce (OH) Nehls Van Duyne
Joyce (PA) Newhouse Van Orden
Kaptur Norman Vindman
Kean Nunn (IA) Wagner
Kelly (MS) Obernolte Wafb ©
Kelly (PA) Omar a berg
Kennedy (UT) Onder Weber (TX)
Kiggans (VA) Owens Webster (FL)
Kiley (CA) Palmer Westerman
Kim Pappas Whitesides
Knott Perez Wied
Kustoff Perry Williams (TX)
LaHood Pfluger Wilson (SC)
LaLota Reschenthaler Wittman
LaMalfa Riley (NY) Womack
Langworthy Rogers (AL) Yakym
Latta Rogers (KY) Zinke

NOT VOTING—24
Arrington Harris (MD) Mullin
Bera Hern (OK) Ogles
Carey Houchin Pettersen
DeSaulnier Jayapal Roy
Diaz-Balart Lawler Smith (MO)
Donalds Leger Fernandez Smucker
Gimenez Luna Stanton
Grijalva Moore (WV) Wilson (FL)
0 1633
Ms. STEFANIK, Messrs. ZINKE,
NEWHOUSE, RUTHERFORD,
WHITESIDES, McCLINTOCK, Ms. DE
LA CRUZ, Messrs. WITTMAN,
McCAUL, and HURD of Colorado,
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’ to
3 Lna‘y . bRl
Mrs. McCLAIN DELANEY, Messrs.

DAVIS of Illinois, CONNOLLY, and
NORCROSS changed their vote from
unaym to uyea.a»

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 312, nays
108, not voting 13, as follows:

[Roll No. 33]

YEAS—312

Aderholt Foxx Lynch
Alford Frankel, Lois Mace
Allen Franklin, Scott Mackenzie
Amo Friedman Magaziner
Amodei (NV) Fry Malliotakis
Arrington Fulcher Maloy
Auchincloss Garbarino Mann
Babin Gill (TX) Mannion
Bacon Gillen Mast
Baird Golden (ME) McBride
Balderson Goldman (TX) McCaul
Barr Gonzales, Tony McClain
Barrett Gonzalez, V. McClain Delaney
Baumgartner Gooden McClintock
Bean (FL) Goodlander McCormick
Begich Gosar McDonald Rivet
Bentz Gottheimer McDowell
Bergman Graves McGuire
Bice Gray Messmer
Biggs (AZ) Green (TN) Meuser
Biggs (SC) Greene (GA) Mfume
Bilirakis Griffith Miller (IL)
Bishop Grothman Miller (OH)
Boebert Guest Miller (WV)
Bost Guthrie Miller-Meeks
Boyle (PA) Hageman Mills
Brecheen Hamadeh (AZ) Min
Bresnahan Harder (CA) Moolenaar
Buchanan Haridopolos Moore (AL)
Burchett Harrigan Moore (NC)
Burlison Harris (MD) Moore (UT)
Bynum Harris (NC) Moore (WV)
Calvert Harshbarger Moran
Cammack Hern (OK) Morelle
Carbajal Higgins (LA) Morrison
Carey Hill (AR) Moskowitz
Carter (GA) Himes Mrvan
Carter (LA) Hinson Murphy
Carter (TX) Horsford Neal
Case Houchin Nehls
Cherfilus- Houlahan Newhouse

McCormick Hoyer Norcross
Ciscomani Hoyle (OR) Norman
Cline Hudson Nunn (IA)
Cloud Huizenga Obernolte
Clyde Hunt Olszewski
Cohen Hurd (CO) Onder
Cole Issa Owens
Collins Ivey Palmer
Comer Jack Panetta
Conaway Jackson (IL) Pappas
Costa Jackson (TX) Perez
Courtney James Perry
Craig Johnson (LA) Peters
Crane Johnson (SD) Pfluger
Crank Johnson (TX) Pou
Crawford Jordan Quigley
Crenshaw Joyce (OH) Reschenthaler
Cuellar Joyce (PA) Riley (NY)
Davids (KS) Kaptur Rogers (AL)
Davidson Kean Rogers (KY)
Davis (NC) Keating Rose
De La Cruz Kelly (MS) Ross
DeLauro Kelly (PA) Rouzer
DelBene Kennedy (NY) Roy
Deluzio Kennedy (UT) Rulli
DesdJarlais Kiggans (VA) Rutherford
Donalds Kiley (CA) Ryan
Downing Kim Salazar
Dunn (FL) Knott Salinas
Edwards Kustoff Scalise
Elfreth LaHood Schmidt
Ellzey LaLota Schneider
Emmer LaMalfa Scholten
Estes Landsman Schrier
Evans (CO) Langworthy Schweikert
Ezell Larsen (WA) Scott, Austin
Fallon Larson (CT) Scott, David
Fedorchak Latimer Self
Feenstra Latta Sessions
Fields Lawler Sewell
Figures Lee (FL) Shreve
Finstad Lee (NV) Simpson
Fischbach Letlow Smith (MO)
Fitzgerald Levin Smith (NE)
Fitzpatrick Lofgren Smith (NJ)
Fleischmann Loudermilk Smucker
Flood Lucas Sorensen
Fong Luna Soto
Foster Luttrell Spartz
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Stauber Tiffany Walberg
Stefanik Timmons Wasserman
Steil Titus Schultz
Steube Torres (CA) Weber (TX)
Strickland Torres (NY) Webster (FL)
Strong Tran Westerman
Stutzman Turner (OH) Whitesides
Subramanyam Valadao Wied
Suozzi Van Drew Williams (TX)
Swalwell Van Duyne .
Sykes Van Orden Wilson (SC)
v R
Taylor Vasquez Wittman
Tenney Veasey Womack
Thompson (CA) Vindman ngym
Thompson (PA)  Wagner Zinke
NAYS—108
Adams Fletcher Neguse
Aguilar Foushee Ocasio-Cortez
Ansari Frost Omar
Balint Garamendi Pallone
Barragan Garcia (CA) Pelosi
Beatty Garcla (IL) Pingree
Bell Garcia (TX) Pocan
Beyer Goldman (NY) Pressley
Bonamici Gomez Ramirez
Brown Green, Al (TX) Randall
Brownley Hayes Raskin
Budzinski Huffman Rivas
Carson Jacobs Ruiz
Casar Jeffries Sanchez
Casten Johnson (GA) Scanlon
Castor (FL) Kamlager-Dove Schakowsky
Castro (TX) Kelly (IL) Scott (VA)
Chu Khanna Sherman
Cisneros Krishnamoorthi Simon
Clark (MA) Lee (PA) Smith (WA)
Clarke (NY) Liccardo Stansbury
Cleaver Lieu Stevens
Clyburn Massie Takano
Connolly Matsui Thanedar
Correa McBath Thompson (MS)
Crockett McClellan Tlaib
Crow McCollum Tokuda
Davis (IL) McGarvey Tonko
Dean (PA) McGovern Trahan
DeGette Meclver Turner (TX)
Dexter Meeks Underwood
Dingell Menendez Vargas
Doggett Meng Velazquez
Escobar Moore (WI) Waters
Espaillat Moulton Watson Coleman
Evans (PA) Nadler Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—13
Bera Jayapal Sherrill
DeSaulnier Leger Fernandez Stanton
Diaz-Balart Mullin Wilson (FL)
Gimenez Ogles
Grijalva Pettersen

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

O 1646

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ
changed her vote from ‘‘nay” to ‘‘yea.”
So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, | missed the vote
series today. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 32, the
Trahan Amendment to H.R. 27 and YEA on
Roll Call No. 33, Passage of H.R. 27 the
HALT Fentanyl Act.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
able to vote today as | had an immovable
commitment. Had | been present, | would
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 32, Trahan
Amendment to H.R. 27 and YEA on Roll Call
No. 33, H.R. 27.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | regret that
| was unable to vote today as | was unavoid-
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ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 32, Amend-
ment No. 2 to H.R. 27 and NAY on Roll Call
No. 33, H.R. 27, the HALT Fentanyl Act.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | recently
gave birth and am unable to travel to DC to
vote. Had | been present, | would have voted
YEA on Roll Call No. 32 and NAY on Roll Call
No. 33.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, | was nec-
essarily absent and missed two votes on the
House Floor. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 32, Amend-
ment No. 2 to H.R. 27, and YEA on Roll Call
No. 33, Final Passage of H.R. 27, HALT
Fentanyl Act.

————

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 117

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Mr. Guest, Chair.

Mr. WALBERG (during the reading).
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be considered as
read and printed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MEUSER). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

AMERICAN ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, American families are still
suffering from the disastrous Biden-
Harris ignorant war on fossil fuels, at-
tacking domestic producers, destroying
jobs, increasing prices.

President Donald Trump and Sec-
retary of Energy Chris Wright will un-
leash American energy by ending poli-
cies of climate alarmism, replacing
them by streamlining permits and hav-
ing realistic regulations.

Republicans are working to lower en-
ergy costs and to provide for all-of-the-
above energy capabilities, including
nuclear power, with such leadership as
the new chairman of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, David Wright.

This week, House Republicans will
vote on the Protecting Energy Produc-
tion Act, led by Congressman AUGUST
PFLUGER. This bill ensures that States
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maintain control over fracking regula-
tion and energy production.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
as the global war on terrorism con-
tinues. Open borders for dictators put
all Americans at risk of more 9/11 at-
tacks imminent as warned by the FBI.
Trump is reinstituting existing laws to
protect American families with peace
through strength.

HONORING CAPTAIN MIGUEL
JUSTIN NAVA

(Ms. SCHOLTEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Marine Captain Miguel
Justin Nava, a west Michigan hero.

Captain Nava was tragically killed in
a helicopter accident outside of San
Diego while serving our country. This
week marks 1 year since his death.

Captain Nava grew up in Comstock
Park, Michigan, and was a cherished
member of our community. He grad-
uated from Comstock Park High
School and then went on to attend the
United States Naval Academy. After
graduating from the Naval Academy,
he was commissioned into the Marine
Corps to become a pilot.

During his time of service, Captain
Nava earned several decorations, in-
cluding the Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, and Sea Service Deployment
Ribbon.

Captain Nava leaves behind an in-
credible legacy and a loving family
who I have had the honor of getting to
know throughout this past year. To-
gether, alongside the Comstock Park
community, we passed a bill to rename
the local post office after him, which
was signed into law last month.

In so many ways, Captain Nava rep-
resents the best of west Michigan. It is
only right that his legacy is remem-
bered in the community that raised
him.

My thoughts are with the Nava fam-
ily during this difficult time, including
his beloved wife, Ryann; his son, Luca;
his parents, Lisa and Javier; and his
brother, Nikolas.

West Michigan is forever grateful and
indebted to Captain Nava’s service, and
we remain committed to honoring his
sacrifice and his enduring legacy.

———

REMOVING BARRIERS TO LIFE-
SAVING MEDICAL INNOVATIONS

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, this week, I introduced the bi-
partisan ORPHAN Cures Act, legisla-
tion to remove barriers to lifesaving
medical innovations.

The ORPHAN Cures Act protects the
incentives for critical research and de-
velopment implemented by the Orphan
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Drug Act of 1983, which has produced
more than 800 treatments for rare dis-
eases over the past 40 years.

More than 30 million Americans are
affected by nearly 10,000 rare diseases.
Unfortunately 95 percent of these dis-
eases have no treatment. We cannot
abandon the American patients who
suffer from diseases like Duchenne
muscular dystrophy, Huntington’s dis-
ease, ALS, cystic fibrosis, and
scleroderma, which I treated during my
time in active medical practice.

By protecting critical research and
developing incentives, we can give mil-
lions of Americans hope for the future.
I urge my colleagues to support this bi-
partisan legislation to foster innova-
tive cures for patients throughout this
great land.

ELON MUSK GOVERNMENT ACCESS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, an
unelected, self-dealing multibillionaire
who has made his vast fortune off huge
government contracts should not be
able to buy access to the U.S. Treas-
ury, but he has done just that.

For the princely sum of $250 million,
Elon Musk bankrolled President
Trump’s reelection campaign. For that,
he has been given the keys to the
Treasury kingdom.

Let’s follow his footprints. Musk is
now deploying unsecured private serv-
ers with his merry band of men aged 19
to 26, none with security clearances
nor experience working in government
agencies, to tap into the U.S. records of
every single citizen and business.

What is his mission? To track private
records for more self-dealing and more
contracts, looking up what his com-
petitors are invested in and tax cuts
for the billionaire class. As has been re-
ported, one of these men with access to
our Nation’s sensitive data is a green
card holder and apparently not even a
citizen.

Article I of our Constitution rests
the power of the purse with Congress. I
challenge every Member, follow the
footprints of Elon Musk across this
government and ask yourself why he
should have access to the private tax
records of the people of this country.

———

VOTE FOR CLEAN ENERGY

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the Protecting Energy Pro-
duction Act.

This bill is simple. It ensures that no
President can unilaterally ban hydrau-
lic fracturing by natural gas and oil,
protecting one of America’s most vital
energy resources from being shut down
by ideological policies.

I represent the Marcellus shale, one
of the largest natural gas-producing re-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

gions in the world. Pennsylvania is
leading the way in clean, affordable,
and reliable energy production.

Mr. Speaker, natural gas and oil are
essential to our way of life, powering
our grid, our homes, our cars, our man-
ufacturing facilities, and serving as
raw materials for countless American-
made goods.

Mr. Speaker, the entire world is
fracking, but we do it best and cleanest
here in the USA. The more natural gas
we produce here at home, the cleaner
the world will become. This bill is a se-
rious economic, national security, and
environmental vote. I urge my col-
leagues to vote for clean energy and for
American economic and national secu-
rity strength by supporting this legis-
lation which we are voting on tomor-
Tow.

HONORING CAPTAIN REBECCA
LOBACH

(Mrs. FOUSHEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart to pay trib-
ute to the life and service of Captain
Rebecca Lobach, an accomplished U.S.
Army aviation officer who was aboard
the Black Hawk helicopter during the
tragic accident at Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport.

A native of Durham, North Carolina,
and a distinguished military graduate
from the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, Captain Lobach excelled
in every aspect of her military career.

From her rigorous flight training to
her role as a White House social aide,
her dedication to excellence, coupled
with her remarkable leadership skills,
earned her the respect and admiration
of her peers and superiors alike.

During her service, Captain Lobach
was awarded several honors, including
the Army Commendation Medal, Army
Achievement Medal, National Defense
Service Medal, and Army Service Rib-
bon.

She was a dedicated officer with a
bright future, and her service to our
country will not be forgotten. I offer
my deepest condolences to Captain
Lobach’s family and loved ones and to
all those affected by this devastating
national tragedy.

——
0 1700

REMEMBERING CHARLES TAMLIN
HALL, JR.

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, 1 rise today to mourn the loss of
Charles Tamlin Hall, Jr., who unfortu-
nately passed away this week at the
age of 74.

Mr. Hall attended the University of
Georgia and proudly served as the
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president of the University of Georgia
College of Agriculture and Environ-
mental Sciences Alumni Association
Board of Directors. He touched the
lives of countless individuals as a lead-
er in the State of Georgia and through-
out his 52 years of marriage to his be-
loved wife, Jan.

Mr. Hall founded his company, Asso-
ciation Services Group, in 1995, which
was recognized as one of the fastest
growing companies in Georgia, a testa-
ment to his reliability and leadership.

His faith was the cornerstone of his
life, spending time as a deacon and
greeter for the First Baptist Church on
the Square. He enjoyed his Friday
morning Bible study, which has been
meeting for over 45 years.

Mr. Hall is survived by his lovely
wife, Jan; their children, Emily
Brewton and Tamlin Hall; five grand-
children; his brother, and five nieces
and nephews.

——

UNELECTED BILLIONAIRE AGENDA

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, today, I
stood with the House Democratic lead-
er, HAKEEM JEFFRIES, the House Demo-
cratic Whip, KATHERINE CLARK, our
House Democratic Chair, PETE
AGUILAR, and Congressman SEAN
CASTEN to introduce the Taxpayer
Data Protection Act because what is
going on in the Treasury Department
is lawless and wrong and frightening
for the American people.

Elon Musk should not have access to
your data and to the payment systems.
What is going on? Mr. Speaker, I de-
liver this statement and this bill to
this Chamber calling on all of my col-
leagues to join because I was a Treas-
ury employee.

I served in the Treasury during the
Barack Obama administration. In fact,
I worked in a time of crisis, the Great
Recession, when General Motors and
Chrysler were staring bankruptcy in
the face. Millions of jobs were on the
line. We were doing the work for the
American people, not threatening their
payments and their data.

RECOGNIZING PETER ANKNEY

(Mr. DOWNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DOWNING. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Peter Ankney in
honor of his promotion in the United
States Marine Corps to colonel. I had
the distinct privilege of being able to
attend Colonel Ankney’s promotion
last weekend in his hometown of
Colstrip, Montana.

I could go on and on about the values
of leadership, honor, or service when
describing Peter, but the word that
came to my mind at Colonel Ankney’s
promotion was ‘‘community.”
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The city hall in Colstrip was packed
as the people of Rosebud County came
together to honor one of their own.
Montana is among the top States in
veterans per capita of people with pa-
triotism and service coursing through
our veins.

I know that I speak for all of us when
I say that I am proud to have a man
like Colonel Ankney representing our
State in uniform. I thank him for his
service to our great Nation. He made
us proud, bringing honor to himself, his
family, his community, our State, and
to our country.

———

PROTECTING THE DEPARTMENT
OF EDUCATION

(Mr. NEGUSE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NEGUSE. Mr. Speaker, recent re-
ports suggest that President Trump
may attempt to dismantle the Depart-
ment of Education unilaterally. An ex-
ecutive order of this nature would be
catastrophic for the tens of millions of
students and teachers in schools across
our Nation, including in the great
State of Colorado.

It would undercut support for chil-
dren learning to read and write. It
would, in my view, scrap key programs
for high school students looking to get
their college degree and abandon hard-
working educators, schools, and stu-
dents in rural and low-income commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, any effort to unilater-
ally dismantle this department would
be clearly unconstitutional and unlaw-
ful. House Democrats will use every
tool available to us to stop it.

————————

RECOGNIZING DAVE ALEXANDER
AND SERVE THE BORDER

(Mr. LUTTRELL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LUTTRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dave Alexander, the
founding director of Serve the Border,
a man and organization that has made
it their mission to care for those who
protect us along the southern border.

Serve the Border has provided meals,
entertainment, and better living condi-
tions for thousands of Border Patrol
agents, Texas State troopers, and Na-
tional Guardsmen stationed in some of
the most challenging environments in
our Nation.

This work is not glorious. It requires
countless hours of preparation,
logistical planning, and often personal
financial sacrifice. Yet, Mr. Alexander
has done it all with joy motivated by a
belief in the importance of honoring
those who serve.

For example, 2 weeks ago while many
Texans faced an unusually cold winter,
Mr. Alexander and his team on Serve
the Border drove over 6 hours to Eagle
Pass, Texas, from the Texas Highth
Congressional District to support the
agents, the troopers, the soldiers, and
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the marines stationed in the Del Rio
and Laredo sectors to make sure they
had hot meals and a place to refocus
for their next mission.

On behalf of the district, I thank Mr.
Alexander and all those who serve in
Serve the Border for their extraor-
dinary contributions. Fair winds and
following seas.

—————

RECOGNIZING SAKA NAKODAR
DAY

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize February 4 as Saka Nakodar
Day. On that day in 1986, in the Punjab
region of India, four unarmed Sikh stu-
dents were shot and killed while peace-
fully protesting the desecration of the
sacred scripture of the Sikhs.

The killing was abhorrent, but the
investigation was deplorable. The vic-
tims’ bodies were disposed of in secret.
No perpetrator was ever brought to jus-
tice, and reports, commissions, and
other inquiries on the massacre re-
ceived absolutely no action.

February 4 remains a dark day for
the Sikhs in Punjab, but also for Sikhs
here in America. For 39 years, they
have fought for truth, justice, and ac-
countability. As United States Rep-
resentatives, it is our responsibility to
fight for our values at home and abroad
and call out these tragedies for our
partners around the globe.

That is why I recognize Saka
Nakodar Day and that justice is still
waiting to be served for Ravinder
Singh, Baldhir Singh, Jhilman Singh,
and Harminder Singh.

———
AMERICAN ENERGY PRODUCTION

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, for
years, America led the world in energy
production, thanks in large part to the
miracle of hydraulic fracturing. This
innovation not only created jobs and
boosted our economy but also made the
U.S. the top producer of oil and gas.

The last administration has given us
dangerous policies that drive up these
costs, threaten the jobs, and make us
much more dependent on foreign adver-
saries for our energy.

Instead of supporting domestic pro-
duction, those policies have prioritized
extreme climate agendas that weaken
our energy security and raise costs for
American families, which is one of the
main drivers of inflation.

I am pleased to see the Protecting
Energy Production Act come to the
House floor this week. This bill ensures
no President can unilaterally ban
fracking and keep States in control of
their own energy production.

Democratic administrations and rad-
ical activists have long pushed policies
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that would cripple domestic produc-
tion, send our jobs overseas, and make
life much more expensive for Ameri-
cans and our allies. We cannot afford to
let that happen.

Protecting domestic energy produc-
tion means lower costs, stronger na-
tional security, and a future where
America remains an energy power-
house. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation later and stand for en-
ergy American independence.

————

MINNEAPOLIS JAMES BEARD
AWARD FINALISTS

(Ms. OMAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize and congratulate three
downtown Minneapolis restaurants on
their achievement of being named
semifinalists for the 2025 James Beard
Award. Minneapolis has one of the best
food scenes in the country, and that is
exemplified by these recognitions from
the James Beard Foundation.

Spoon and Stable is nominated for
outstanding restaurant. They have a
been a hallmark of the North Loop for
over a decade, extending a fusion of
French and local cultures through cui-
sine.

Vinai and Bucheron, both established
in 2024, are nominated for the best new
restaurant. Vinai features Hmong cul-
ture, stories, and ritual through food.
Bucheron presents French-American
fusion, while pulling inspiration from
rural Minnesotan culture.

All of these restaurants are doing in-
credible work expanding Minneapolis’
culture and food scene, and we are very
proud of the work they have done to
achieve this honor.

————

A STRONGER AMERICA

(Mr. GILL of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GILL of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
across this Nation, men and women
rise before dawn, lace up their boots,
and power America forward. They drill,
refine, transport, and innovate, fueling
homes, factories, and cities.

Yet, time and again, Democrats in
Washington try to strangle their liveli-
hoods with bans, red tape, and radical
restrictions.

Just last month, Democrats pushed
policies to lock away 670 million acres
of land and water from energy produc-
tion. While they push their anti-energy
agenda, hardworking Americans pay
the price at the pump, on their utility
bills, and on their paychecks.

Congressman AUGUST PFLUGER’S Pro-
tecting Energy Production Act stops
this sabotage. It blocks any President
from banning fracking, unlocks leasing
on public lands, slashes red tape, and
restores energy independence. More en-
ergy means lower costs, better jobs,
and a stronger America.
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We must pass the Protecting Amer-
ican Energy Production Act.

————

ELON MUSK TAKEOVER

(Ms. RIVAS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. RIVAS. Mr. Speaker, this week,
my office was flooded with calls from
constituents who are angry and frus-
trated about Elon Musk and his take-
over of our government.

I am just as outraged as they are.
This billionaire was neither elected by
the American people nor Senate con-
firmed. Yet, he is sitting in our Na-
tion’s highest office, openly seizing
power, making consequential decisions
about Americans’ personal data, and
gutting the services and programs that
working families in the San Fernando
Valley rely on.

Why does Elon Musk have access to
your personal information without any
oversight or accountability? House
Democrats and I are taking action. We
are legislating. We are supporting liti-
gation, and we are mobilizing.

I also ask why our Republican col-
leagues are sitting in silence while
Elon Musk takes control our govern-
ment and harms Americans’ lives. I
urge my Republican colleagues to join
us in the fight against Elon’s takeover.

——
O 1715

INCREASING DEPENDENCY AND IN-
DEMNITY COMPENSATION BENE-
FITS

(Mrs. HAYES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, in 1993,
the VA established the Dependency and
Indemnity Compensation, or DIC, bene-
fits which are paid to the survivors of
servicemembers who died in the line of
duty or to veterans who died from serv-
ice-related injuries or conditions. Un-
fortunately, the DIC benefits have fall-
en drastically behind the cost of living,
causing a financial hardship on vet-
erans and military families.

That is why I have led the introduc-
tion of the bipartisan Caring for Sur-
vivors Act, which would increase the
DIC benefits from 43 percent to 55 per-
cent, amounting to an increase of ap-
proximately $454 per month for sur-
viving family members. The legislation
also fast-tracks DIC benefits to family
members who currently have to wait a
decade before receiving benefits.

Honoring the sacrifices our service-
members make on behalf of our Nation
means caring for the loved ones they
leave behind.

———

REDUCING THE COST OF LIVING
TO AMERICANS
(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Trump said he was going to lower
food prices on day one, end the war in
Ukraine on day one, bring down hous-
ing costs, make the government more
efficient, and bring peace to the Middle
BEast. All those things sound great,
don’t they?

Instead of reducing the price of eggs,
his administration is kneecapping the
CDC’s efforts to report on the avian flu
outbreak. Instead of making housing
more affordable, he is pushing tariffs
on Canada and Mexico that would
make construction significantly more
expensive. Instead of making govern-
ment more efficient, he is paralyzing
agencies like the IRS which under the
Biden administration recovered over a
billion dollars in taxes owed by
wealthy Americans who weren’t paying
their fair share.

Frankly, my constituents are terri-
fied this administration will ruin their
lives. On Tuesday alone, my staff an-
swered and spoke with more than 700
constituents specifically concerned
about Elon Musk running roughshod
over the payment systems. We have re-
ceived thousands of emails.

Mr. Speaker, in Trump’s view, mak-
ing America great again comes at the
expense of hardworking Americans who
already make our country great. He
also seems to think that Elon Musk is
going to do it for him.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MYTRON
LISBY

(Mr. FROST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor the life of a great man who just
so happened to be my high school prin-
cipal, Mr. Mytron Lisby.

As a kid, I was a bit of a trouble-
maker. One day I played a prank at
school that landed me in Mr. Lisby’s
office. Honestly, I should have been ex-
pelled that day, but he told me: Max-
well, I am not expelling you. I think
you can be great, and I see something
in you.

He believed in me, and he gave me a
second chance. Honestly, I think that
second chance is one of the reasons I
am here today. He came to know Jesus
Christ as his Savior at a young age and
served him faithfully. He served as a
teacher and an administrator for 43
years.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the tens of
thousands of students across this Na-
tion he has inspired, I thank Mr. Lisby.
I have to think that at the gates of
Heaven, God is going to greet him with
that administrator school radio be-
cause maybe even Heaven sometimes
needs help keeping things on track just
like a great principal does.

May Mr. Lisby rest in peace.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KENNEDY of Utah). Under the Speaker’s
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announced policy of January 3, 2025,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HARIDOPOLOS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have b5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
lives destroyed, trust violated, and
hearts broken, this is the story of ille-
gal immigration.

Young girls and boys have been sold
into sexual slavery. Hundreds of thou-
sands have been Kkilled by fentanyl.
Hundreds of known terrorists have en-
tered our Nation. Schools, hospitals,
and towns have been overrun by num-
bers of illegal aliens and the high cost
of taxpayers. Criminals entered and
preyed on our citizens. Sadly, many
committed murder and rape.

Yet, we learned just over 2 weeks ago
that this is a problem that could be
quickly solved, and that is what is hap-
pening today with the election and ac-
tions of our new President. This crisis
can be quickly solved with common-
sense and decisive action.

Today, I am joined by other freshmen
Members of this Congress who are
problem-solvers, people who have made
it work at the local level at businesses
across our country, and they under-
stand how to get things done just like
our President has been doing for the
last 212 weeks.

The first of our speakers today comes
from the experienced Missouri Legisla-
ture, serving in both the house and sen-
ate. He has great accomplishments as
both an attorney and a doctor. He rep-
resents a central part of Missouri just
west of St. Louis, and he is a person
who back in 2008 knew this problem
was coming to a head. He sponsored
and passed legislation to make sure we
did not have sanctuary cities.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. ONDER), the Con-
gressman from the Third District.

Mr. ONDER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my friend from Florida for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to address
an issue important to all Americans,
not just Americans living on our bor-
der. Illegal immigration directly im-
pacts our society, our safety, our secu-
rity, and the future of our Nation. Dan-
gers posed by illegal immigration are
many. The consequences of policies
from the Biden administration are
many and severe.

Deaths from murder, poisonings from
fentanyl, and victimization of the inno-
cent by human traffickers could all
have been solved if only the Biden-Har-
ris administration and the Democrat
Congress were willing to secure our
borders.
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I want to begin by sharing a case
that sadly demonstrates the dire con-
sequences of our porous border and
weak immigration enforcement. In my
district, in St. Charles County, Mis-
souri, two innocent women were sexu-
ally assaulted by an illegal alien of
Middle Eastern descent who overstayed
his tourist visa. Instead of returning
home like he was supposed to and as
our law required, he flouted the law
and stayed illegally.

Ultimately, he victimized two inno-
cent American women. The trauma in-
flicted upon these women and upon
many others like them is immeas-
urable. If we are to prevent this from
happening again, we must remember
that the pain is a direct result of the
open border policies that have failed to
prioritize the safety of Americans.

Mr. Speaker, this is not an isolated
incident. This is a pattern and an epi-
demic of lawlessness that has swept
across our country. Criminals, foreign
nationals, and even terrorists have at-
tempted to exploit our immigration
policy failures.

Over the past 4 years, we have right-
fully turned our attention to the south-
ern border. We also have illegal immi-
grants taking advantage of lax enforce-
ment and overstaying visas without
consequence. The story of this indi-
vidual in St. Charles County is part of
a pattern with these overstays being a
large source of our illegal alien popu-
lation.

For that reason, I will soon be intro-
ducing the Timely Departure Act. This
important legislation would require
certain visa recipients to post a cash
bond which they would forfeit should
they overstay their visas. Under this
law, overstayers who overstay would be
unable to obtain lawful immigration
status for at least 4 years, and they
would be unable to submit an asylum
claim or withholding of removal claim
after their scheduled departure date.
Visitor, business, and pleasure visas
are important to our economy, but
they are being abused.

Before the Biden administration’s
change to the asylum policy, visa
overstays were a leading contributor to
illegal immigration. As of 2023, visa
overstays accounted for 42 percent of
the illegal population. This legislation
is necessary to enforce visa exit dates,
and I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting the Timely Departure Act.

Mr. Speaker, our immigration sys-
tem, which was once designed to be a
source of legal immigration and lawful
entry, has become nothing more than a
wide-open door and a red carpet. This
must end. This is why President Trump
and House Republicans have to act
forcefully to protect Americans.

Another border security issue is the
abuse of our asylum process. Over the
past couple of years, especially as
Texas has taken action to secure its
border, fewer illegal aliens have been
entering our country by sneaking by
border crossings like Eagle Pass or
Brownsville.
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More and more illegal aliens are pre-
senting themselves to immigration au-
thorities and claiming asylum. Most of
these asylum cases are bogus. The
Biden administration has not detained
these aliens but, rather, released them
into the country with some far-off asy-
lum hearing date to which they never
show. We found time and time again
that these so-called refugees are vio-
lent criminals.

Under our America First border poli-
cies, this abuse of the asylum process
is going to end. President Trump’s ac-
tions at the border, his executive or-
ders, and his diplomacy with Colombia,
Mexico, and Canada show that he
means what he says. He means busi-
ness.

In Congress, we will assist with legis-
lation like the Laken Riley Act, and
we will provide funding for the border
wall, border guards, and the legal re-
sources to clean out the many bogus
asylum claims.

A message to all the countries who
are part of the problem is the era of the
U.S. playing the fool ends now. They
should not empty their prisons or cod-
dle drug and human trafficking cartels
at our expense or they will face con-
sequences.

Another equally important issue is
that the open border policies of the
Biden-Harris administration have led
to an epidemic of fentanyl poisonings
across our country. Fentanyl, which is
smuggled across our southern border,
is responsible for 100,000 American
deaths in the last year alone.

We have become a global dumping
ground for the world’s deadliest drugs
with Mexican cartels making and
smuggling fentanyl and methamphet-
amine into the United States, drugs
made from Chinese precursor chemi-
cals. We will secure our border. We will
build the wall. Yes, we will target drug
cartels as international terrorists.

Occasionally, we hear apologists for
the open border policies of the Biden
administration argue that somehow
mass illegal immigration is good for
our economy or that some illegal
aliens pay taxes. It is nice that illegal
aliens sometimes pay taxes, but these
individuals fail to account for the full
cost of illegal immigration.

The strain on our economy has been
profound. Taxpayer dollars have been
spent to fund social services,
healthcare, and education for illegal
aliens. That is money that could be
better spent on securing the future,
money that we do not have with our
debt of $36 trillion, not to mention the
economic and social costs of the vic-
tims of crime caused by illegal aliens
or the lives cut short by fentanyl poi-
soning or the immeasurable and life-
long trauma of the victims of human
trafficking.

Police officers, teachers, and
healthcare providers are working hard-
er than ever to accommodate an influx
of people who have no legal right to be
here. Democrats have told us to accept
this as the new normal. House Repub-
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licans and President Trump are here to
tell our communities this ends now.

Mr. Speaker, this crisis is not just a
border issue. It is a national security
issue. It is a public safety issue. It is a
public health issue. It is an economic
issue. We must take swift action to
protect our country, our communities,
and our people.

Mr. Speaker, the Biden administra-
tion’s open border policies have failed,
and it is time for a change. In collabo-
ration with Donald Trump, it is time
to make America safe again.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
next we have Congressman TONY WIED
from the great State of Wisconsin. He
represents the northeastern portion of
Wisconsin, the Eighth Congressional
District.

He comes with the real-world experi-
ence of being a businessowner, as he
and his wife have developed an amazing
business in their neck of the woods. He
serves on the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, as well as the
Committee on Small Business.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. WIED).

O 1730

Mr. WIED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with my colleagues to address an issue
that has plagued our Nation over the
last 4 years and to let the American
people know that the House GOP is
working alongside President Trump to
secure our border and make the safety
of American citizens our number one
priority.

When President Trump left office 4
years ago, our border was secure, and
significant progress was being made on
the border wall. On the first day of the
Biden administration, Joe Biden uni-
laterally reversed nearly all of the suc-
cessful policies of the Trump adminis-
tration and invited an invasion at our
southern border.

Every State became a border State,
including my home state of Wisconsin.
Every county became a border county.
Every town became a border town. We
saw unprecedented numbers of illegal
aliens crossing our border and invading
our country. Many of these individuals
have committed violent felonies and
other serious crimes since entering this
country.

As I traveled through all 11 counties
in Wisconsin’s Eighth Congressional
District, I heard from citizens who
wanted the lawlessness to end. I also
heard from sheriffs who had gang mem-
bers taking up spaces in their jails
with no plans to deport them.

Make no mistake, this crisis was a
policy choice of Joe Biden and the
Democrats. They purposely shredded
President Trump’s successful border se-
curity playbook and allowed unmiti-
gated illegal immigration to continue
uninterrupted and unimpeded for 4
straight years.

In just over 2 weeks since President
Trump has taken office, he has done
more to secure our border and protect
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Americans than President Biden did in
4 years.

As you can see, over the past 2 years,
there was an average of more than 1,500
illegal migrants encountered at our
border every single day.

In President Trump’s first days in of-
fice, that number had fallen to fewer
than 50 encounters. Since then, we
have continued to see a 63 percent drop
in illegal encounters at the border on
average.

This is what happens when you have
a President who prioritizes the safety
of American citizens.

President Trump has reinstated the
remain in Mexico policy, and I am
proud to cosponsor a bill by Represent-
ative BRANDON GILL to make this pol-
icy permanent so that future, radical
administrations cannot wundo our
progress.

We also passed the Laken Riley Act
and the Violence Against Women by I1-
legal Aliens Act. These bills ensure
that anyone in this country illegally
who commits a crime, whether it be a
theft or sexual assault, will have an
ICE detainer placed on them imme-
diately.

The House of Representatives just
passed the HALT Fentanyl Act, perma-
nently criminalizing fentanyl.

In 2023, 70 percent of the 107,000 over-
dose deaths in the U.S. involved a syn-
thetic opioid such as fentanyl.

Every single life lost is more than a
statistic. Families should not have to
feel this heartbreak, and this legisla-
tion will prevent future lives from
being lost to this deadly drug.

This is just the beginning. We will
not rest until our border is secure
again and Americans feel safe in their
communities again.

My pledge to the people of Wiscon-
sin’s Eighth Congressional District and
to citizens all across the United States
is that House Republicans will never
relent in our mission to make America
safe again.

I thank President Trump and my Re-
publican colleagues for their leadership
on this issue. A nation without borders
is no nation at all.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker,
my next speaker, Representative BRAD
KNOTT, is a Federal prosecutor, and he
has seen firsthand the challenges that
come with illegal immigration. It was
one of the ways that I truly learned
about what was going on at the border.
Congressman KNOTT and I had long dis-
cussions about the challenges we faced
at the Department of Justice and the
everyday trials and tribulations that
people face because of this illegal ac-
tivity.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. KNOTT), who
represents central North Carolina in
District 13.

Mr. KNOTT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise as the newly
elected Representative of North Caro-
lina’s 13th Congressional District. This
being my first speech on the House
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floor, I want to take an opportunity to
introduce myself to the House, to talk
a little bit about our incredible dis-
trict, and then highlight one of the sin-
gle most important issues to me per-
sonally and one of the main motivating
factors that led me to run for office: il-
legal immigration and the deep harm it
inflicts on our country each and every
day.

First, the 13th Congressional District
of North Carolina stretches all the way
from Lee County to the State’s north-
ern border, and it includes: Wake,
Johnston, Harnett, Franklin, Caswell,
Person, and Granville Counties along
the way.

We tout a wide array of professions
from dedicated farmers and retailers to
manufacturers and medical profes-
sionals, providing the Nation and the
world with food, fuel, clothing, and
care.

On January 3 when I was sworn in to
Congress, I was blessed and humbled to
have my grandfather in the House
Chamber with me. Also a lifelong
North Carolinian, he fought and was
wounded in World War II fighting the
Nazis before coming home to start a
business, raise a family, and serve his
community in many ways for decades.

He and my father both inspired me to
work hard and pursue a lifelong goal of
serving as a Federal prosecutor in the
Bastern District of North Carolina,
which I did for the better part of the
last decade.

I proudly worked alongside law en-
forcement at every level, local, State,
and Federal, to prosecute organized
crimes in cases that touched every cor-
ner of the country.

This, of course, included drug cartels,
human traffickers, those who were here
to commit financial crimes, national
gangs, and many, many more.

I saw how harmful policies weakened
law enforcement and gravely wounded
communities and households all over
the country. The most glaring policy
flaws involved the southern border.

As soon as the Biden administration
took power, their decisions made one
thing very clear: The policy flaws in-
volving the southern border and the il-
legal immigration crisis, they were no
blunders of the Biden-Harris adminis-
tration. This was a conscious and delib-
erate policy to flood the Nation with il-
legal immigrants, not just from our
neighbors to the south, but from all
over the world.

Behind me is a chart. Many of the
viewers may recognize it as the chart
that President Trump was viewing
when he turned his head, a divine mir-
acle that saved his life. The chart itself
shows directly that all President Biden
and Kamala Harris had to do was noth-
ing.

We can see that the border was se-
cure and illegal immigration was de-
scending. As soon as they took power,
it was like a vertical rocket ship.
There was no gradual increase. It was
an immediate increase.

Me personally, I saw how the Biden-
Merrick Garland DOJ put the brakes
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on enforcing immigration laws, pur-
posely slowing immigration prosecu-
tions down to a trickle.

Open borders and redirected efforts
allowed the international criminal or-
ganizations not only to take hold in
this country, but they took hold in
such a way that it is far more perva-
sive than many Americans realize.

Yes, we see the effects, but most do
not fully understand the wide-reaching
influence of these bad actors. As a
point in thesis, we must address illegal
immigration now.

Now, I will say I was very glad to
read the report yesterday of our new
Attorney General, Ms. Bondi. On her
very first day in office, she directed the
DOJ to pause all Federal funding for
sanctuary cities. I applaud the Attor-
ney General for taking this important
step and I will state it is high time
that public officials in Democratically
controlled cities and States around the
country follow her lead and adhere to
the rule of law.

It is because of the reckless open-bor-
der policies, again, designed and em-
braced by the Democratic Party, that
every State has suffered.

If I can turn to the next chart.

Again, this next chart will show just
how drastic the open border crisis was
during the last 4 years, it is a little
clearer. Again, these are the individ-
uals on the terrorist watch list appre-
hended illegally crossing the open bor-
der.

Again, we are talking about the ill
effects of these policies. In fiscal year
2017, °18, ’19, 20, again, no involvement,
and then in ’21, ’22, ’23, and ’24, it sky-
rockets.

Again, all Americans have been put
at risk. It is because of these open-bor-
der policies, that we continue to mourn
the entirely preventable crimes that so
many Americans have faced. This, of
course, includes the young lady named
Laken Riley from Georgia and Rachel
Morin from Maryland and many others
who died at the hands of illegal immi-
grants.

As one other statistic, West Virginia,
a rural State, loses more than a thou-
sand people every year from fentanyl
smuggled across our southern border.
Opioid overdoses are the leading cause
of death among Americans in every
State from 18 to 45.

In Nevada, just those that we know
about, human traffickers that are here
illegally prey on up to 500 minors shuf-
fling them into sex trafficking.

The statistics are endless. The exam-
ples are too numerous. And make no
mistake about this, this wide, far-
reaching crisis is in my community, it
is in your community, and it is in
every community around the country.

With an open border and weak law
enforcement policies, every incentive
imaginable exists for individuals to
come to the United States and prey on
our people. I saw it firsthand as a pros-
ecutor when I talked to these crimi-
nals, when I investigated their crimes.
We must face the reality that every in-
centive exists for criminals around the
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world to come here to the United
States, for organizations to come here
to the United States to set up a perma-
nent and entrenched presence. They
prey on our people, and they enrich
themselves while doing it.

Again, when I was prosecuting these
cases, I saw firsthand how criminal il-
legal immigrants completely disregard
our border and disregard our laws.
They come here with one intent, to in-
flict harm on Americans while enrich-
ing themselves.

Again, it was no secret what was hap-
pening across the Department of Jus-
tice. Statistics were overwhelming as
it relates to drug overdose deaths, ad-
diction, and the presence of cartels in
our communities. Human traffickers
and drug cartels clearly saw that the
Biden administration was intent on
undoing every enforcement mechanism
that they had at the border.

President Trump had figured it out.
Joe Biden undid it.

Our criminal justice system imme-
diately, State and Federal, became
weighed down by the surging crime
that accompanied our invasion from il-
legal immigrants. This crisis burdens
not just our communities with public
safety issues, as my colleague from
Missouri just mentioned, this crisis
burdens our healthcare system, and it
burdens our public school system. By
some estimates, illegal immigrant chil-
dren account for up to 10 to 15 percent
of the public school students in various
portions of our country.

By some estimates, it is estimated
that we spend up to $1560 billion per
year at local, State, and Federal levels
that are direct payments for illegal im-
migrants.

Again, there is one study that the
Homeland Security Committee did in
the 118th Congress that reported that
nearly 10 percent of the births covered
by Medicaid were children of illegal
immigrants.

Now, proponents of illegal immigra-
tion and weak borders have for years
gaslit Americans into believing that it
is inhumane to enforce our borders. Of
course, this empty argument is ridicu-
lous and easily rebutted on multiple
levels.

For those who have experienced the
crime brought to our country from ille-
gal immigration, we have a different
perspective. I would submit allowing a
criminal illegal alien who was arrested
on multiple occasions to be free in our
midst and to murder an innocent girl
like Laken Riley, that is inhumane.

Surrendering apartment complexes
that are filled with hardworking Amer-
ican taxpayers to vicious gangs, that is
inhumane.

Allowing hundreds of thousands of
Americans to die from one drug that
enters into our country through one
mechanism, an open southern border,
through meticulous schemes of multi-
national criminal organizations day
after day, week after week, month
after month, year after year, and to do
nothing about it, that is inhumane.
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Allowing millions more to fall into
treacherous addiction with wide avail-
ability of dangerous drugs flowing
across the open border, and again, to
do nothing about it, that is inhumane.
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We see once mighty centers of Amer-
ican exceptionalism from New York
City, Manhattan; Philadelphia, specifi-
cally the Kensington neighborhood; or
even San Francisco. From East to West
and North to South, a tsunami of ille-
gal drugs have hollowed out countless
individuals and countless homes, ruin-
ing lives, ruining neighborhoods, ruin-
ing cities, and ruining States.

What have our leaders done over the
last 4 years? Nothing. Instead and
insultingly, they have continued to
incentivize without check illegal immi-
gration, and they force the taxpayers
to foot the bill.

Weak border proponents, including
some of my colleagues on the other
side of this aisle, expect law enforce-
ment to turn a blind eye to the traf-
ficking of people across our border and
around the country. They have played
right into the hand of cartels, making
their policies and their efforts
complicit in the abuse and the atroc-
ities that we all see.

This cycle is not only inhumane, it is
as shameful as it is dangerous, and it
will destroy our country if we do not
fix it and fix it with urgency.

I personally saw firsthand how crimi-
nal illegal aliens and the organizations
that send them here capitalized on our
open-border policies and how flatly
wrong many, if not all, of the left’s
talking points are as they relate to the
broader immigrant issue.

The following observations of mine
are supported by facts within our na-
tional law enforcement communities
and, again, through firsthand observa-
tions.

First, the left throws out any distinc-
tion between legal immigrants and
legal immigrant descendants and ille-
gal immigrants and their descendants.
There is a very stark contrast between
those two camps.

Second, the left claims that immi-
grants, broadly speaking, only want to
come here to the United States for a
better life and that they only engage in
legal and honest work. Again, that is
simply not the case uniformly by any
stretch. There are hundreds of thou-
sands, if not millions, who come here
repeatedly illegally, again, looking to
enrich themselves through illegal ac-
tivity at the American people’s ex-
pense.

I investigated and prosecuted dozens
of individuals who worked in various
sectors, like banking, the auto repair
business, the public school system, the
agricultural business, shipping enter-
prises, law enforcement, and countless
other outlets. Yes, even law enforce-
ment. Those same people, while they
had an honest job, they also engaged in
violent crime, Medicaid fraud, and or-
ganized retail theft. They engaged in
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drug trafficking, human trafficking,
and/or other types of crime in addition
to their ‘“honest’” work. At times they
even used their jobs to better facilitate
criminal endeavors.

This type of sophisticated criminal
infrastructure is a cancer, and it must
be eradicated. Again, we must redirect
the terrible policies that enabled this
ill in our country.

Lastly, I will say this: The claim
that immigrants commit far fewer
crimes than native-born Americans,
again, this statement is far too broad,
and it is easily refuted.

First, as the President’s team has
stated correctly, every person who en-
ters our country illegally has com-
mitted a crime. That is 100 percent
across the board. However, secondly,
and even more importantly and going
directly to the heart of what that
claim indicates, one must ask oneself:
If we do not know who you are and why
you are here, is it likely that you will
be successfully investigated and pros-
ecuted?

Of course not. There are hundreds of
thousands of people who cross over the
border undetected. One must ask them-
selves hypothetically: Regarding a na-
tive-born, local thief, a pickpocket, is
it easier to investigate and prosecute
him or someone that even our border
enforcement authorities, our Federal
law enforcement authorities, or local
law enforcement have no idea who they
are? Of course, the former is easier to
convict.

With all that our country has en-
dured, we simply must know who is en-
tering our country and why they are
coming here. Thankfully, we have all
turned the page. The disastrous poli-
cies of Joe Biden, Kamala Harris, and
Mr. Mayorkas are being undone with
rapid speed.

For a decade, President Trump alone
has identified the threat of illegal im-
migration and how the American tax-
payers are being damaged by those who
come here to harm us collectively.

We say America First because there
is simply no plan B. Flatly speaking,
nobody can save us if we do not save
ourselves. As my colleagues have stat-
ed, so far Republicans have made great
progress this cycle. We passed the
Laken Riley Act. We passed the Pre-
venting Violence Against Women By I1-
legal Immigrants Act. President
Trump’s executive orders have made an
immediate difference, but our work is
far from over.

We must reverse the incentive struc-
tures. We must classify illegal immi-
grant criminals for what they are, and
we must punish them severely. It is a
no-brainer, Mr. Speaker. We must pro-
tect our borders and, by extension, all
American citizens. If we don’t, then we
run a grave risk of losing our country.

Mr. HARIDOPOLOS. Mr. Speaker, 1
appreciate the good words of the Con-
gressman from the 13th District of
North Carolina giving real-world exam-
ples of how this unfair policy has im-
pacted so many of us not just with dol-
lars but with lives.
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As I mentioned earlier, this is a
crime which we must end. The good
news is we are moving in that direc-
tion. What I have mentioned before is

so telling, and that is the idea of lives
destroyed, trust violated, and hearts
broken.

America is the land of opportunity
and equal justice. What was so frus-
trating in watching this issue grow
over the last 4 years is that as people
are paying more and more for rent,
gasoline, and the basics of life, here
was the Federal Government actually
subsidizing illegal activity by giving
phone cards, giving cash cards, free
housing, and other benefits while the
Americans were suffering each and
every day.

To further complicate that issue,
they were hiding not only illegal indi-
viduals but people who had committed
crimes in sanctuary cities. Everyone in
that neighborhood knew exactly who
these people were. We saw on day one
when Donald Trump took the Office of
the Presidency once again, those peo-
ple were quickly identified, arrested,
and deported or put into jail if they
committed a completely violent act.

It was a no-brainer. As our colleagues
before me talked about, all he had to
do was nothing. It is the ultimate goal
of life, just show up and do nothing,
and you would actually continue to
solve a problem. However, the former
President actually took action. New
executive orders repealed the success-
ful policies of President Trump, and
the problem grew and grew and grew.

Just a couple of weeks ago, I reached
out to the place that I used to serve in
the Florida legislature talking to what
is called AHCA. AHCA is the group
that oversees our healthcare system in
Florida. The numbers are there in con-
crete form. Over half a billion dollars
was put on the backs of taxpayers be-
cause illegal aliens accessed the med-
ical system for free through Medicaid
or other devices, and those cost shifts
would take place. That means that half
a billion dollars was taken out of tax-
payers’ pockets that could have been
spent on schools, hospitals, roads, the
environment, or even tax reduction. In-
stead, it was spent on folks who
shouldn’t be here, period.

Mr. Speaker, as you can imagine, my
last name is a unique one. My dad was
actually born in Athens, Greece, but he
came here to make a better life. He
wanted to play by the rules. That is the
second thing I want to get into to-
night.

There are millions of people who
want to come here legally. Yet, they
are being cut in line by people who are
undercutting the rule of law. Those
folks want to contribute. They have
skills that we need: Science, tech-
nology, engineering, math, and other
skills that we desperately need in this
potential growing economy, especially
if the Trump tax cuts are reinforced.

However, instead, we continue to
spend, spend, spend with no hope in
sight for folks who just don’t want to
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contribute to the American Dream. It
is a great frustration because, Mr.
Speaker, when you look at the graphs
before, the President called it cor-
rectly, his policies actually worked. It
is so enlightening for all of us and such
a joy that when the President simply
went back to the old policy, the num-
ber of illegals diminished to almost
zero. That means we can now go after
those people who have been preying on
the system, whether it be for financial
or more, let’s just say, devious reasons.

I am proud to represent the great
State of Florida. They have been ag-
gressive about illegal immigration. In
one of my first days in the Florida Leg-
islature, one of the bills that was intro-
duced was to give the illegal aliens a
driver’s license, a ticket to ride, so to
speak. Fortunately, we were able to
kill such legislation.

Congressman Unger back in 2008
passed legislation to get tough on sanc-
tuary cities. Those policies simply
work. I think what all of us want,
whether on the left side of the aisle or
our side, we want problem solvers in
America again. We want people who
just want to come here and get things
done.

Candidly, I think that is why so
many people love President Trump. He
is a problem solver. He looks at a prob-
lem in a common sense way. He doesn’t
automatically put a Republican or a
Democratic spin on it. He said: How do
we solve the problem? He talked to the
experts. He put those items in place,
and the border crisis went away in his
first term. He implemented those poli-
cies once again 2 weeks into office, and
we are back in a successful border.
Without a successful border, we simply
don’t have a nation.

Again, I am encouraged by these ac-
tions. I am just amazed that the prior
President and his team would turn
their backs on the American people
who gave them this opportunity to
lead. It is going to be a challenging
time to get this thing right. The good
news is that with President Trump in
place, we have seen the changes in a
clear and let’s just say discernible way.

As we look at the testimony earlier
by Congressman KNOTT, it is one of the
reasons I wanted to have this conversa-
tion today. A few weeks ago before we
were actually sworn into office, Con-
gressman KNOTT and I sat down in Bos-
ton. I said: What is really happening at
the Department of Justice? Why are
they not prosecuting these crimes?

As he mentioned in his very eloquent
speech, he walks us through the crisis.
He tells us how simple it is to solve
this crisis, and the other team just
chooses to turn a blind eye.

The statistics are pretty over-
whelming with the number of people
who were in challenging situations.
Just to give you an idea, Mr. Speaker,
of how frustrating it is to so many peo-
ple on this issue. As the Biden adminis-
tration was winding down, they were
actually looking to sell off the very
border wall that the American public
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had already paid for. You talk about
insulting; it is to the highest degree.
They are literally letting this metal
rot and rust in the desert instead of
just simply putting it up.

I am glad to see, I must admit, one of
the real highlights of my early career
here in Congress was actually seeing
the bipartisanship that was shown on
the Laken Riley bill. It was a pleasant
surprise given the rhetoric of the prior
4 years. I hope it is a sign of things to
come.

I happen to serve on the Financial
Services Committee, I serve on the
Science Committee, and I chair the
Space and Aeronautics Subcommittee.
Those should be bipartisan solutions in
which we come across the aisle and
solve problems as opposed to pointing
fingers.

I really appreciate the kind words of
the President this morning during his
address at the National Day of Prayer.
He talked about reaching across the
aisle and solving problems in a con-
crete way. This issue should be one
where we all solve that problem. Again,
I don’t care about who gets the support
because the American people support
the idea of finally closing the gates to
these people who come across illegally
and opening the door once again to
smart, commonsense legal immigra-
tion as opposed to illegal immigration.

As I get ready to close, I am thank-
ful, first of all, for these types of oppor-
tunities. America is such a unique
place. I noticed as the other side of the
aisle is going to have their Special
Order hour today, that we need to have
these constructive dialogues. It seemed
so hyperbolic during the campaign, the
pointing of fingers, but it is so nice to
see a quick and decisive result in talk-
ing about illegal immigration and how
quickly we can solve this issue and
truly secure our border and remove
those people who should not be here.

I am so glad the President is going
after those violent offenders first, the
ones who have been protected by sanc-
tuary cities. My former Attorney Gen-
eral, Pam Bondi, has now taken the
reins at the Attorney General’s Office.
She is a tough-on-crime prosecutor.
She is not a politico. She is a person
who has been a problem solver
throughout her career and who cared
about her State and now her Nation.
She is saying: We will go after those of-
fenders. If the law is not going to be
enforced and it is a sanctuary city,
then move over. We are taking away
the funding. We are extracting these
people who have preyed on the system
for too long and who have been pro-
tected, sadly, by the political class in
their community. The political class
who has been turning their backs on
the very people who put them into
power and into office.
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I hope that we can have this con-
structive dialogue, and I am optimistic
that the Senate will take up our tough
border ideas so that we can, again, cre-
ate a logical immigration system that
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created so many opportunities for each
of us.

We each have a story about how our
parents, our grandparents, and our
great-grandparents, for that matter,
came to this country. That is that
dream of America, that they want to
come to America, assimilate, and live
the American Dream.

Sadly, the actions of the previous ad-
ministration undercut that very ideal
because people take a sour view of im-
migration.

As I get ready to close today, I am
sorry that the gentleman from Colo-
rado (Mr. CRANK) could not make it
back from his other obligations, but I
appreciate the good words of Congress-
man KNOTT, Congressman ONDER, and
Congressman WIED. They have done a
remarkable job of putting a human
face on illegal immigration.

Let us never forget that the biggest
victims of this, besides the crisis with
fentanyl, are those young boys and
girls who have been sold into sexual
slavery.

I don’t like the term ‘“‘human traf-
ficking”” because it is such a bland
term. The term is ‘‘sexual slavery,”
and I can’t imagine the horrors that
these individuals have gone through as
they came across the border thinking
that they would be given an oppor-
tunity in America. Instead, they were
sentenced to a life of evil.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to speak tonight on this impor-
tant issue, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

——
SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RULLI). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2025, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. TONKO) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
bring attention to an issue that should
concern all Americans.

This evening, in this Special Order,
we will be talking about scientific in-
tegrity. To be a problem solver today,
I believe it is important for leaders to
embrace scientific integrity, and we
will talk about that throughout the
course of the next hour.

Every day, our Nation’s scientists
are making vital contributions to our
public health, economy, and national
security.

Modern society as we know it is only
possible due to Federal investments in
everything from medical research and
food safety to severe weather fore-
casting and pollution reduction. These
contributions extend far beyond our
own borders, lifting up people all over
the world through life-changing sci-
entific breakthroughs and innovations.

Under normal circumstances, feder-
ally funded scientists could often avoid
the noise and clamor of public political
debates. As the world has seen over the
last 2% weeks, the Trump administra-
tion is anything but normal.
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The President and his billionaire cro-
nies took no time at all to begin at-
tacking our world-renowned institu-
tions that support publicly funded
science.

They are shamelessly attempting to
destroy the visionary ideals of great
leaders like President Franklin Roo-
sevelt, who created the Federal Office
of Scientific Research and Develop-
ment during the Second World War.
The creation of this office led to untold
advancements in radar technology and
nuclear energy, becoming a roadmap
for our government to advance inde-
pendent, fundamental, and necessary
scientific knowledge for the benefit of
all.

After the war, our government treat-
ed science as a necessary answer to
clear and present threats. Today that
is not the case. Federal research and
development are primary targets of po-
litical attacks from this administra-
tion.

Science is no longer the answer but a
direct threat to the cruel, backward,
and barbaric Trump-Musk agenda. We
can only look at the President’s first
term in office to know how his admin-
istration will treat the scientific com-
munity.

What exactly is on the table here?
What is at stake? It is scientific integ-
rity.

““Scientific integrity,” as defined by
the National Science and Technology
Council, ‘‘is the adherence to profes-
sional practices, ethical behavior, and
the principles of honesty and objec-
tivity when conducting, managing,
using the results of, and commu-
nicating about science and scientific
activities.”

Inclusivity, transparency, and pro-
tection from inappropriate influence
are hallmarks of scientific integrity.
Integrity in research is essential—es-
sential—for maintaining scientific ex-
cellence and keeping the public’s trust.

It is true that administrations from
both parties may have violated sci-
entific integrity at some point during
their time in office, but the first
Trump term exceeded them all with
well over 150 reported attacks on
science. They suppressed studies, al-
tered reports, interfered in scientific
processes, ignored concerns, refused to
adopt scientifically backed guidelines,
and politicized health assessments.

The level of damage from these at-
tacks was, indeed, staggering and af-
fected every single agency that em-
ploys science in its decisionmaking
process.

That is why, as an engineer myself, I
have consistently made it one of my
top priorities in Congress to right the
ship of America’s science policy be-
cause science lives at the very core of
a healthy democracy.

As part of that broad effort, I am
proud to lead the bipartisan Scientific
Integrity Act, which was reintroduced
today alongside my dear friends and
colleagues, Representative LOFGREN,
Representative BEYER, Representative

H543

BoNAMICI, and Representative STEVENS,
and over 100 original cosponsors.

This legislation establishes con-
sistent scientific integrity policies
across all agencies so that scientists,
Members of Congress, and the Amer-
ican people can put their faith in Fed-
eral research findings.

Thanks to the efforts of the Biden ad-
ministration, more than 28 Federal
agencies have some form of scientific
integrity policy today, but standards
remain inconsistent.

America’s most important science is
conducted, reviewed, communicated to
the public, and incorporated into pol-
icymaking in ways that must be trans-
parent and free from inappropriate po-
litical, ideological, financial, and other
undue influences.

My colleagues and I are fighting to
ensure that sound, evidence-based pol-
icy is always readily available for pol-
icymakers and that scientists and ad-
visers should never feel threatened to
speak the truth.

This is a critical moment.

America is facing unprecedented
challenges in the form of a rapidly
changing climate, environmental con-
tamination, and countless other con-
cerns that threaten our public health,
national security, and general welfare.
We cannot afford to let the integrity of
our scientific enterprise be demolished.

The Trump administration and Elon
Musk are direct threats to U.S. sci-
entific leadership on the global stage.
My colleagues and I will highlight
many of the most recent and egregious
violations of scientific integrity by
this new administration.

From removing data and censoring
research at the CDC to the
politicization of career scientists
across government, this administration
has once again made it clear that they
do not care about scientific integrity.

They do not care about our national
security or competing with China.

They do not care about saving Amer-
ican lives threatened by the climate
crisis.

They do not care about public health
or ensuring the safety and well-being of
families from the threat of the deadly
viruses that we have seen, like COVID-
19.

The scientific knowledge we carry
forward is critical for our continued
survival, even as its validity is being
questioned at a scale unprecedented in
modern history.

America has both the skill and the
structure to develop the knowledge
that we need. Thankfully, many are
rising to the defense of scientific integ-
rity, and the reality is that this should
not be a partisan issue.

Over the many years that I have led
this bill, my colleagues across the aisle
have been more than willing to join the
effort. It passed out of the House
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee back in the 116th Congress with
overwhelming support from both par-
ties.

I like to think that we all recognize
how important sound science is to
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making any sort of progress in our
great Nation. Indeed, a tremendous
amount of progress was made under the
last administration.

It is in the interest of all Members of
this body, from every district across
our country, to support scientific in-
tegrity and to support the outstanding
scientific talent who come from all
over the Nation and globe to do re-
search right here in our Federal agen-
cies or with federally funded grants or
at our world-class academic institu-
tions.

I hope that my colleagues across the
aisle hear this and understand what is
at stake. Decades of repair will be nec-
essary to undo the damage that has al-
ready been done.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from the Eighth District of Virginia
(Mr. BEYER), my good friend.

DoON is a member of the Ways and
Means Committee, but the gentleman
is also an active person who is working
for improvement as it relates to sci-
entific integrity. We appreciate his
sponsorship of the bill and his work to
drive soundness and reflection of
science in all of our policy discussions.

I thank the gentleman for joining us.

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. ToNKO for his leadership, for put-
ting this together, and for leading this
bill year after year.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
opposition to the Trump administra-
tion’s unconscionable and irresponsible
attacks on America’s scientific integ-
rity.

The very foundation of our success as
a world power has been our scientific
prowess, and now, the Trump adminis-
tration is threatening to undermine
that success.

That is why I am here to talk about
our bill with Representative PAUL
TONKO, the Scientific Integrity Act,
and to defend the very foundation of
what makes America a global leader:
our scientific leadership and infra-
structure.

I am proud to represent the National
Science Foundation here in Alexan-
dria, Virginia, the very heart of Vir-
ginia. The NSF is an incredible re-
source and institution. It was estab-
lished in 1950 by Congress as an inde-
pendent agency to promote scientific
advancement in America. For 75 years,
it has repeatedly accomplished that
goal.

NSF has helped to keep the U.S. at
the forefront of scientific discovery. It
helped catalyze the internet and de-
velop the technology for MRI machines
and 3D printing machines. It helped to
create the ‘‘Dictionary of American
Sign Language on Linguistic Prin-
ciples,” detected gravitational waves,

developed LASIK eye surgery, and
much, much more.
Over its lifetime, the National

Science Foundation supported over
350,000 scientists, and of this number,
262 have won Nobel Prizes.

Trump has already begun unprece-
dented attacks on the scientific com-
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munity with purges of NSF workers
and grants, scientific advisers, and the
broader scientific workforce.

I strongly oppose these efforts to tar-
get the National Science Foundation
and weaken one of the guiding lights
that makes America strong.

I am also deeply concerned about this
new era of censorship in science. NSF
employees were given this list of words
to look for in grants and flag them for
possible termination. This, by the way,
is only a sampling of the words. It is
much longer.

Mr. Speaker, I invite all who are
watching to take a look at this list
right next to me. This is just a portion
of the full list, but it is a representa-
tive sample.

Oh, wait. I can’t use
tive.” It is on the list.

What is most frustrating to me is
that many of these words are just
standard words used in basic science.

Why the censorship? I thought Re-
publicans hated the cancel culture.

This list contains ‘“‘women” and ‘‘fe-
male,”” but no mention of ‘“men” or
“male.”” My Republican friends have
been telling me that there are only two
genders, but now that we can’t speak
the word ‘“‘woman,’”’ are we down to just
one?

There is ‘‘black’ and ‘‘indigenous”
on this list, but no ‘“white.”

It is very clear that the only identity
not censored is mine, but why does
being a woman or being part of a Tribe
make one ineligible for science? Why is
the Trump administration attacking
Tribal communities?

I also don’t understand this censor-
ship of indigenous communities. It is
also clear that the person who wrote
this list has never been a scientist. It is
ill-fitting, unwise, and actively harm-
ful for scientific purposes.

The inclusion of many of these
words, like ‘“‘bias,” ‘“‘included,” or ‘‘ex-
cluded,” clearly shows that none of the
people in charge of this list were sci-
entists. If they were, they would know
that many of these words are com-
monly used in scientific papers.

Mr. Speaker, imagine being a grant
applicant applying to develop the new-
est MRI technology or to develop a new
drug locally, or being on the precipice
of discovering a new gene in a plant or
about to be taking pictures of two
black holes for the first time. Imagine
that this is someone’s life’s work.

Now, imagine having to comb
through a proposal or dissertation, the
work of months or years, just to find
every instance of words that don’t be-
long there.

It doesn’t matter if the instance of
the word ‘‘polarization’ refers to the
magnetic field on an MRI machine in-
stead of political polarization.

It doesn’t matter if the use of the
word ‘‘indigenous’ is referring to an
indigenous plant or if ‘‘activism’ refers
to the state of an enzyme or ‘‘inclu-
sion” or ‘‘excluded” refers to the sta-
tistical analysis of the variables used.
It also doesn’t matter if ‘‘black’ refers
to the black hole being studied.

“‘representa-

February 6, 2025

The study is now going to be flagged
by Trump’s immature and sometimes,
we learned today, even blatantly racist
cronies at DOGE, who built a flowchart
on how to handle these words. They
want to find any way to terminate the
program regardless of intent.
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The fact that these commonly used
words are on this list indicates a lack
of consideration of basic science.
Someone should have spent more time
in high school chemistry, physics, or
biology class.

The list also indicates that the
Trump administration is sending NSF
on an internal manhunt, one that will
waste an incredible amount of time and
energy that could be much better used
on advancing science.

If this list forces scientists to rewrite
papers to avoid or minimize use of the
words found on this arbitrary list, it
further delays our already long grant
process and then it hurts science.

If this list delays a drug’s develop-
ment or incredible discoveries that
keep America at the forefront of sci-
entific development, then it hurts
science.

If scientists are interrogated by
DOGE to determine if their use of po-
larization refers to a scientific prin-
ciple or a political principle, then it
hurts science.

If our scientists have to seriously re-
consider whether they even want to
apply for the grant in the first place,
then it hurts science.

If NSF is discouraged from hiring or
giving grants to any scientist except
White, non-Hispanic men, well, we
shouldn’t expect many Nobel Prizes in
the future.

If this treatment of our science and
our scientists escalates and pushes sci-
entists out of America or out of the
field, then it only hurts our economy,
hurts our country, and it helps China.

It is time to stop this madness and
protect the American success story,
and that is why I am here today, to
decry these attacks on America, our
science, and the National Science
Foundation. That is why our Scientific
Integrity Act is so important.

This bill would call on agencies to de-
velop scientific integrity standards. We
need scientists, not corrupt industry
hacks, leading our future.

We need scientists who seek the
truth rather than those who are paid to
produce studies that help the busi-
nesses who pay them.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join us on the Scientific Integrity Act
and act now to protect America’s inter-
national leadership.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative BEYER for joining us in
this fight and for his very challenging
observations that he has shared. His
activism on behalf of this bill and

science, in general, is most appre-
ciated.
Mr. Speaker, within the first few

weeks of the Trump administration, we
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have seen an onslaught of attacks on
scientists, on science, and evidence-
based decisionmaking.

At the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention alone, we have seen
public communications halted, critical
datasets made inaccessible, and sci-
entific manuscripts purged of terms
deemed to invoke so-called gender ide-
ology.

CDC researchers were instructed to
remove references to or mentions of a
list of forbidden terms such as: gender,
transgender, pregnant person, pregnant
people, LGBT, transsexual, nonbinary,
assigned male at birth, assigned female
at birth, biologically male, biologically
female.

Now, this effort to scrub scientific
terms, erase demographic data, and si-
lence researchers is not just wrong; it
is dangerous.

Health disparities exist. The data
proves it. Ignoring those disparities,
preventing experts from studying them
will not make them disappear. It will
only make our response to crises weak-
er, less effective, and certainly less eq-
uitable.

When we can’t track racial and eth-
nic disparities, gender, and sexual ori-
entation in health outcomes, we lose
the ability to make informed, evi-
dence-based decisions.

Doctors and policymakers rely on
clear, unaltered data to guide their
work. Without it, we risk failing in the
fight against public health crises like
HIV, mpox, and maternal mortality.

Let me be clear: This is not just
about words on a website. This is about
access to lifesaving information.

It is about whether we allow science
to function as it should or whether we
allow political interference to dictate
what truths we can or cannot acknowl-
edge.

I urge all of my colleagues, this ad-
ministration, and all who value truth
in science to push back against this
alarming trend.

Scientific integrity must be pro-
tected not just for our research com-
munity but for the millions of Ameri-
cans whose health and well-being cer-
tainly depend on it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. FOSTER), a good
friend, and a very active, outspoken,
bold voice for scientific integrity, he
represents Illinois’ 11th District, and is
a member of the Financial Services
Committee.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative TONKO for holding this
Special Order hour on preserving sci-
entific integrity.

Mr. Speaker, I am a scientist. For 25
years before entering Congress, I
worked at Fermi National Accelerator
Labs, smashing protons and
antiprotons together to make particles
that have not been around since the
Big Bang.

If you are a scientist and you stand
up and deliberately say something that
you know is not true or if you publish
something fraudulent, it is a career-
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ending move. You will lose your posi-
tion. Nobody will publish your papers.
You are done. It should be that way,
frankly, in politics.

The reason that we scientists take
truthfulness so seriously is that we are
always operating on the frontiers of
what is scientifically known. We are al-
ways operating with statistically in-
complete datasets, with partially con-
firmed hypotheses, and defining the
next experiments to perform to get to
the next level of scientific truth.

So we scientists simply cannot tol-
erate the additional uncertainty of
whether or not the person that we are
listening to is deliberately lying or
even hiding parts of what they know to
be the scientific truth.

That is why it is so corrosive and de-
meaning when the Trump administra-
tion orders scientists to suppress their
best understanding of the scientific
truth, forcing scientists to choose be-
tween either their scientific integrity
or potentially their jobs.

As the Trump administration has al-
ready made it clear that they will con-
tinue to undermine science and dismiss
evidence-based policies, this discussion
could not come at a more important
time.

Unfortunately, the situation is not
new. During the first Trump adminis-
tration, as chair of the House Science,
Space, and Technology Committee’s
Subcommittee on Investigations and
Oversight, one of the first hearings
that I held was on the damage done to
our Nation’s scientific enterprise by
the President’s policies.

The statistics were concerning. There
were significant losses in key STEM
positions at the Department of Energy,
the Environmental Protection Agency,
NOAA, including a 20 percent reduction
in the Department of Energy Office of
Nuclear Energy, something that Re-
publicans claim to support.

Far too often, a scientist’s expertise
was simply ignored or their motives
were questioned or their work was dis-
missed or censored.

Unsurprisingly, this resulted in the
hemorrhaging of career scientists of all
different backgrounds from our Federal
workforce and from the university pro-
grams that they supported. Often,
these talented scientists left for better
offers in the private sector.

The departure of so much scientific
talent and institutional knowledge
from the government and from our uni-
versities represents a permanent, com-
petitive disadvantage for the United
States.

The responsibility, once again, falls
on lawmakers like myself and my col-
leagues to protect the funding and the
scientific freedom of speech that drives
scientific advancement. It is our duty
to ensure that regardless of the polit-
ical climate, science remains at the
forefront of our Nation’s progress and
innovation. Even as Trump continues
his onslaught of executive orders that
neglect scientific fact, I know that
many of my sensible colleagues on the

H545

other side of the aisle would not want
to see the U.S. fall behind in this era of
rapid technological innovation.

That is precisely what we risk if we
do not continue to fund and support
the scientists at our Federal agencies
and the scientific programs that they
support around the country.

At the same time, we must also make
sure that we support scientists of all
different backgrounds, including those
who come to the U.S. for their edu-
cation and want to stay and contribute
their skills to our economy.

During my two decades at Fermi Na-
tional Accelerator Lab, some of the
brightest and most accomplished sci-
entists and engineers that I had the
privilege to work with came from for-
eign countries. In one circumstance
that still makes me angry, we lost one
of our best and brightest through
LGBT intolerance in our immigration
policies.

I know firsthand that Trump’s dan-
gerous rhetoric against diversity in our
Federal workforce threatens the very
foundation of what fuels U.S. innova-
tion. Both Democrats and Republicans
actually recognize this truth.

My Keep STEM Talent Act, which
would effectively staple a green card to
a graduate degree for international
STEM students who study at a U.S.
university, received bipartisan support
with multiple Republican cosponsors.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my sensible col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle to
support efforts like this and increase
the resiliency of our Federal workforce
and help defend our Nation’s competi-
tive edge in the face of these growing
threats.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, we appre-
ciate Mr. FOSTER’s participation this
evening and for his work as a scientist,
engaging all of us in the importance of
having unadulterated science policy
and science research done so that we
can move forward with a pure truth
and science-based and evidence-based
discussion.

Mr. Speaker, so scientific integrity,
or the lack thereof, has its con-
sequences.

Once again, we are witnessing a trou-
bling pattern: Science and public
health experts are being sidelined.

The decision to purge members of the
EPA’s Science Advisory Board and
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee is nothing short of a setback for
scientific integrity.

These panels exist to provide statu-
torily required, independent, science-
driven public health reviews, not to
serve as a revolving door for political
agendas.

History has shown us what happens
when we weaken those advisory bodies
by replacing well-respected academic
experts with representatives that are
financially tied to regulated industries.

The last time a similar purge took
place, key air quality standards were
delayed and polluters were given a
pass. And who suffers? Children with
asthma, seniors with heart and lung
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disease, and communities already bur-
dened by pollution suffer.

Let’s be clear: Sound science is the
foundation upon which we built public
health protections.

Just last year, based on expert rec-
ommendations from the CASAC, EPA
strengthened fine particle pollution
standards for the first time in over a
decade.

The reason was simple: The science
was sound.

Fine particulate matter from sources
like fossil fuel combustion and
wildfires is directly linked to lung dis-
ease, heart attacks, and premature
death.

The evidence demanded action and
public health won, but now that
progress is at risk. This move sends a
dangerous message that politics mat-
ters more than science and that cor-
porate interests carry more weight
than public health.

That simply is unacceptable. The
American people deserve clean air and
strong environmental protections
grounded in facts, not the whims of
special interests.

I will not stand by while scientific in-
tegrity is undermined, expert voices
are silenced, and our Nation’s environ-
mental safeguards are eroded.

I will continue fighting to ensure
that science, not politics, guides our
policies and that the health and well-
being of our communities remain the
top priority.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI), a
good friend and colleague, who is a bold
voice on the Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee.

Congresswoman BONAMICI from Or-
egon’s First District has been preach-
ing scientific integrity for a long
while, and we appreciate her joining us
this evening.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Congressman TONKO for his leadership
on this important issue.

I have been on the Committee of
Science, Space, and Technology since I
joined Congress 13 years ago, Mr.
Speaker.

It has been so inspiring to meet and
hear from some of the Nation’s, and
sometimes the world’s, leading sci-
entists.

Today, I rise in defense of science and
scientific integrity and in defense of
truth. I rise in defense of the hard-
working scientists and researchers who
dedicate their careers to keeping our
country safe, our economy strong, and
our future secure.

The assault that is happening right
now at our Federal science agencies is
appalling and dangerous, and it must
be stopped.

The Trump administration, working
hand in hand with Elon Musk and his
shadowy group of hackers calling itself
the Department of Government Effi-
ciency, or DOGE, is dismantling the
critical programs that protect clean air
and water, grow the economy, and save
American lives.
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Experienced and talented scientists
at NOAA and the National Science
Foundation are being demeaned and
threatened with termination. Commu-
nications have been disrupted and crit-
ical research has been stalled. This is
not just an attack on these individuals;
it is an attack on the very foundation
of our Nation’s scientific enterprise. It
is also affecting higher education.
There is a lot of research being done in
higher education with NSF grants.
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It is not efficiency. It is not reform.
It is sabotage. For what? Is it to si-
lence the truth about the fact that cli-
mate change is real and poses a serious
threat? Is it to give billionaires more
control over public institutions? Is it
to gut the research that drives Amer-
ican innovation at a time when China
and the EU and the rest of the world
are making moves to surge ahead?

My home State of Oregon received
more than $370 million in Federal re-
search grants last year. That funding
supported groundbreaking research
into cleaner, cheaper energy, earth-
quake and tsunami warning systems,
and wildfire prevention. That funding
is now in jeopardy because Donald
Trump has unlawfully and unconsti-
tutionally halted Federal research dol-
lars.

That means stalled renewable energy
innovation. It means fewer tools to
combat wildfires. It means fewer jobs
in the growing industries that help our
State and country thrive.

I want to follow up on the remarks
that Mr. BEYER made recently and all
the words that are going to trigger this
review. ‘“Women’ but not ‘“men”?
“Disability,” ‘advocacy,” ‘‘institu-
tional,” ‘‘barrier’’? What if someone is
doing research on the Great Barrier
Reef? Are they going to be denied their
funding?

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing woke,
DEI, or radical about predicting the
next devastating earthquake or tsu-
nami, detecting a wildfire before it
spreads, or protecting ocean health to
support our coastal and fishing econo-
mies.

Demonizing committed scientists is
shameful. Impairing decades of life-
saving research because it might help
communities on the front lines of the
climate crisis is derelict. Infiltrating
Federal agencies with unelected hack-
ers and rescinding lawfully appro-
priated funds is illegal.

Is this what happens when we have a
lawless, science-denying, vindictive
person in the White House? I tell you,
we won’t stand for it.

Oregon’s coastal communities rely on
NOAA for fisheries management, ocean
health monitoring, and storm fore-
casting. Without it, livelihoods and
lives are at risk.

Let me be crystal clear: Silencing
scientists doesn’t stop hurricanes. Fir-
ing researchers doesn’t stop rising sea
levels. Blocking climate data doesn’t
change the fact that last year was the
hottest year in recorded history.
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The United States has long been the
world leader in scientific innovation.
We led the space race. We mapped the
human genome. We pioneered the tech-
nology that powers the global econ-
omy. Today, under this administra-
tion’s reckless interference, we are
watching that leadership slip away, our
scientific edge erode, and America’s fu-
ture be sold off to the highest bidder.

This is frustrating. I just read that
the National Cryptologic Museum just
taped sheets of paper over plaques that
celebrated women and people of color
who served honorably in the National
Security Agency. That is absurd and
demeaning.

The assault on science demands ac-
tion. What is happening now is not
leadership or patriotism. It is corrup-
tion.

I truly hope that my Republican col-
leagues who for years have recognized
the value of Federal science agencies
and advocated for their investment will
join me in speaking out against this
reckless attack on scientists and
science. Congress must reassert its
constitutional authority to guard the
science agencies it authorized and the
funds it has appropriated from political
corrosion.

Public data, peer review, and a di-
verse research workforce are the cor-
nerstones of the U.S. science enter-
prise. Yes, I said ‘‘diverse.” Politically
driven propaganda masquerading as
science, like we saw during the first
Trump administration—remember
Sharpiegate—erodes public trust and
damages scientific credibility.

Mr. Speaker, we must protect the in-
tegrity of our Federal science agencies.
The world is watching. We must re-
store funding to the research that
drives our economy. It is a lot of the
basic research that then goes into ad-
vanced research in the private sector.
We must hold those who undermine sci-
entific integrity accountable, no mat-
ter how powerful they think they are.

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Representative BONAMICI for joining us
this evening but, more importantly, for
her work on science, tech, and space as
a committee member and for her lead-
ership in fighting for scientific integ-
rity.

Earlier, Mr. Speaker, I made mention
of ongoing censorship at the Centers
for Disease Control. We are seeing cli-
mate-related information targeted in
other agencies, too. It is not just tar-
geting CDC. We are seeing climate-re-
lated information disappearing from
government sites, from NASA to the
Department of Agriculture.

This isn’t just about tweaking
websites. It is a deliberate effort to
erase essential data that researchers,
farmers, businesses, and communities
across the country rely on. We have
seen this playbook before. The Trump
administration is once again using the
same tactics from its first term, re-
moving climate language, pausing pro-
grams, and undermining science.

Take the USDA’s Partnership for Cli-
mate-Smart Commodities, for example.
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It is a program designed to help ad-
vance sustainable practices. It has
funded critical work with food compa-
nies, nonprofits, and universities to
help farmers shrink their carbon foot-
print, develop more resilient crops, and
restore land. By halting programs like
this, the administration is stripping
our agricultural sector of the very
tools it needs to withstand worsening
floods, droughts, and wildfires.

We cannot afford to turn back. We
cannot allow climate denial to override
science. The cost of inaction is already
upon us.

In just the last few years, extreme
weather has wiped out entire peach
crops in Georgia, flooded farms in
North Carolina, and worsened citrus
greening disease in the Florida oranges
crop. Wildfires in the West have dev-
astated vineyards, while droughts have
forced ranchers to shrink their herds.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
and this administration to reject this
dangerous retreat from science. We
must defend the data, research, and
progress for which we have fought be-
cause, in the case of a worsening cli-
mate crisis, denial is just not irrespon-
sible, but it, indeed, is deadly.

Scientists knew that change was
coming under the Trump administra-
tion, but few were prepared for the
chaos and fear caused by a flurry of ex-
ecutive orders and policy shifts that
have destabilized the American engine
for innovation and discovery. Over-
night, researchers were left ques-
tioning whether their work, funding, or
even careers could survive a political
assault on science itself.

This is not an abstract concern. It is
an existential threat to our Nation’s
scientific enterprise.

Scientists should be focused on their
next breakthrough, not their next pay-
check. They should be in the lab, not
fighting for the right to pursue knowl-
edge free from political interference.

Instead, we see confusion, delays, and
outright fear gripping our research in-
stitutions. Postdoctoral fellows are
scrambling to pay their bills because
their stipends have been frozen.

Research projects essential to public
health, economic prosperity, and na-
tional security are being reviewed not
for their scientific merit but for wheth-
er they contain words like ‘“‘diversity,”
“women,”’ or ‘‘underrepresented.”’

Our United States has long been a
beacon of research excellence because
we uphold principles that transcend
politics. We have built a system that
rewards rigorous peer-reviewed re-
search, fosters a diverse and dynamic
workforce, and keeps American innova-
tion at the forefront globally.

Those principles are now under at-
tack. We cannot allow political ide-
ology to dictate which discoveries are
pursued and which are silenced. We
cannot allow critical research—wheth-
er on climate change, public health, or
emerging technologies—to be derailed
by shortsighted political mandates. We
certainly cannot allow the TUnited
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States to cede its leadership in science
and technology to competitors that are
eager to capitalize on our self-inflicted
wounds.

The CHIPS and Science Act, which I
was proud to support, underscores our
commitment to a broad, inclusive, and
merit-based research enterprise. It rec-
ognizes that diversity is not a threat to
science; it is a strength. The next great
discovery, the next cure, the next tech-
nological revolution could come from
any lab, any researcher, any corner of
this country. I truly believe the pio-
neer spirit is really in our DNA as a na-
tion, but only if we let science be
science.

I stand with the scientific commu-
nity in calling for the protection of sci-
entific integrity and the rejection of
any effort that seeks to muzzle, manip-
ulate, or politicize research.

We must ensure that American sci-
entists can continue to push the bound-
aries of human knowledge, free from
fear and with full confidence that their
government stands behind them.

I ask again, Mr. Speaker, that people
join us in this effort for the Scientific
Integrity Act to be passed in this
House, moved to the Senate, and signed
into law. It is about the strength of our
Nation, the future of discovery, and,
again, honoring the pioneer spirit of
America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SCHMIDT). Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President.

————

ADVANCEMENTS IN AI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2025, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from California (Mr. KILEY)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wanted to say a few words this
evening about the rapid advancements
that we are witnessing when it comes
to the capability of artificial intel-
ligence models.

I don’t refer just to some of the nar-
row applications that folks are famil-
iar with, that they might take advan-
tage of in their work, that they might
fear eventually replacing them in
work. These are sort of the narrow con-
ceptions that exist in public discourse.

The broader situation here involves
the explicit goal of the leading labs to
create what is known as artificial gen-
eral intelligence, which is incredibly
capable models that exceed human ca-
pability across essentially any domain.

I actually find it stunning that some
of the advancements that we have seen
lately have gone essentially unnoticed,
unreported on by the media. What we
have seen just in the last few weeks, I
think on several occasions, there
should have been front-page stories
about the dramatic advances that have
been made, given the capacity these
advances hold for transforming our
lives, economy, society, and much else.
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What I wanted to do today is present
just a few basic thoughts and pieces of
information on the development and
innovation that has been taking place.
I am someone who has no technical ex-
pertise in this area at all. I just try to
follow it closely because I believe the
changes that will be upon us soon are
so profound.

To give you just kind of a flavor for
the scale of change that I am talking
about, here are a few quotes from lead-
ers in the field:

Sundar Pichai, the CEO of Google,
said: ‘Al is probably the most impor-
tant thing humanity has ever worked
on. I think of it as something more
profound than electricity or fire.”

Demis Hassabis, the founder of
DeepMind, echoed these sentiments. He
said that AI should not be thought of
as just another technology. He said
that it is more epoch-defining than
even the internet or mobile, more like
electricity or fire.

Sam Altman, who, of course, is the
head of OpenAl, said: “With these new
abilities, we can have shared prosperity
to a degree that seems unimaginable
today. In the future, everyone’s lives
can be better than anyone’s life is now.

. . Eventually, we can each have a
personal AI team full of virtual experts
in different areas working together to
create almost anything we can imag-
ine.”

Along those lines, Elon Musk, who,
in addition to his other ventures, is the
founder of xAI, said: ‘““Al will ulti-
mately render money meaningless.”
Why is that? He believes the capabili-
ties will essentially allow any person
access to basically any good that they
desire.

Dario Amodei, who is the CEO at an-
other lab, Anthropic, says that it is his
guess that powerful AI could accelerate
the rate of scientific discoveries by a
factor of 10, giving us the next 50 to 100
years of biological progress in just the
next 5 to 10 years.

We are already seeing incredible ap-
plications such as AlphaFold from
DeepMind, which Demis Hassabis re-
cently won the Nobel Prize for, which
has predicted the 3D structures of over
200 million proteins, essentially solving
the protein folding problem.

At the recent unveiling of the
Stargate initiative, Mr. Altman was
joined by Larry Ellison, who also spoke
about the potential to cure cancer and
essentially any other disease.

This might all sound pretty vague
and certainly very optimistic. Maybe it
sounds like hype, so I want to present
a couple of charts that really clearly
make this point, not only about the ul-
timate potential of AI models but
about the rapid acceleration that we
are right now currently in the midst of.
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This chart is one metric of basically
how smart a model is. It is called the
GPQA diamond. If you look at the
chart here, this axis is how well it does
on the test, the model.
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This axis is when the model was re-
leased. The different models over the
time are the ‘“‘Xs’ there. The chart
doesn’t actually go back that far. It
just goes back to July of 2023. We are
looking at basically 35 percent for one
of the models then.

You see that the line continues to go
up steadily, a little bit at a time. Now,
just in the last few weeks, you have
seen this truly exponential growth
rate. Those are both OpenAl models
that are listed there; ol pro and o03. I
guess the 02 there was some trademark
issues, so they jumped right from 1 to
3.

That shows you that we are on a rap-
idly accelerating curve. Now, the sec-
ond chart I think makes this point
even more clearly. One of the problems
with the benchmarks that are being
used to judge the capability of models
is they get saturated very quickly. The
models are becoming so much smarter
that they ace the exam, and so the
exam isn’t good for anything anymore.

There was this effort to come up with
what they called humanity’s last exam,
saying once they can solve this, then
they have solved just about anything.
This was unveiled, and the model’s
GPT-40, which is actually the model
that most people use—if you just go to
ChatGPT, that is the one that it sort of
defaults to—it didn’t so well, 3.3 per-
cent.

However, we are now up to the latest
model that OpenAI has released, 26.6
percent. I included this tweet from—I
think this actually is a reporter who
said: When I wrote about humanity’s
last exam, the leading AI model got an
8.3 percent score. Five models now sur-
passed that, and the best model is 26.6
percent. That was 10 days ago.

In 10 days, we have gone from 8.3 per-
cent to 26.6 percent on humanity’s last
exam. By the way, you will see that
DeepSeek here at a respectable 9.4 per-
cent. This is kind of the exception
where you have seen a lot of media cov-
erage of an advancement in Al

The coverage really focused on the
geopolitical implications of having this
breakthrough come from a Chinese
company. Of course, that is a very,
very serious and concerning topic. Kind
of lost in the coverage was perhaps the
more important point of what it means
for all of us, for humanity collectively,
when we see this sort of exponential
growth in the capability of these AI
models.

What is essentially driving this very
recent trend of exponential growth is
the advent of unlocking a new scaling
law around what is called test time
compute. For a while, the way that
these models were getting more capa-
ble was by scaling up the compute, the
computation, that went into training
them.

You trained the model, and it became
more and more powerful as you use
more and more GPUs and compute to
train them. Then, after a fine-tuning
process, you end up releasing them,
and folks use them.
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That sort of scaling law has leveled
off some. What is now happening is the
new scaling law that has been unlocked
is when you, the user, actually enter a
query into, you know, a Claude or
Gemini or ChatGPT or whatever your
model is, it will take time to think
about the answer. Then, we are scaling
up the compute that is involved in that
thinking process. They are called
thinking or reasoning models.

Just in a few weeks, whatever it was,
when OpenAl went from the ol model
to the 03 model, we saw this incredible
increase in capability, and there is not
really any sign that it is slowing down.

The implication of that is that we
might see even more rapid and even
more astonishing advances very soon.
It is pretty astonishing what these sys-
tems can accomplish even now.

I mean, I am someone who doesn’t
know how to write a line of code, but
you can go to the latest models, and I
can basically design you a rudimentary
computer game instantly by just tell-
ing the model what to code.

For some of them, like Claude, it will
actually produce some version of it
right there for you. Others, you can
just cut and paste it into some other
application, but then it creates the ap-
plication for you.

On the last chart, it said we are now
kind of above the level of a Ph.D. in
their field, which is a pretty high bar
to begin with. The acceleration ahead
could be further stimulated by the fact
that this applies to many fields, but
also computer science.

You could well see, and, in fact, you
are already seeing it to some extent,
and it is likely to pick up dramati-
cally, the models themselves that are
working on their own coding that are
contributing to their own growth and
capability.

You are also, by the way, seeing mod-
els that are built around solving spe-
cific problems. I mentioned AlphaFold
or models built around discovering new
materials. You also have uses of AI
that are guiding action in the physical
world, such as self-driving cars.

If you don’t live in L.A. or San Fran-
cisco or Phoenix, you probably haven’t
ridden in a Waymo. It works incredibly
well as a driverless vehicle. It sur-
passed the market share of Lyft, I be-
lieve, now in San Francisco. This has
been made possible largely by AI or
similarly Tesla’s self-driving systems
available in millions of cars being
trained with a neural network.

Also, none of this accounts for the
potential of quantum computing where
Google recently achieved an incredible
breakthrough and the interaction of
quantum and AI could lead to even
more staggering results.

This acceleration is happening very,
very fast. My purpose in talking about
it is not a call for regulation. Al-
though, I do think some regulation is
appropriate, but ultimately no regula-
tion is going to stop this or really even
dramatically slow down this progress.

I mean, the example of DeepSeek and
what China is working on makes that
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point very clearly. I do, however, think
that we need to invest heavily in re-
search around AI safety and alignment.
I think what we really need to ask are
just some fundamental questions about
how we might prepare for the radical
transformation that could be upon us
very soon.

We need more public awareness of
what is going on and more voices in-
volved because right now, the advance
from OpenAI’s latest models from ol to
03 isn’t really a topic of public discus-
sion, it isn’t a headline in any major
newspaper.

The discourse is really limited to
those who work at these labs or work
adjacent to them in Silicon Valley or
some fairly small online communities
who are talking about these things.

They are increasingly becoming very
relevant to the lives of all of us. I
think we need to have more voices in-
volved in shaping how we manage this
technology; how we prepare for what is
ahead; and how we can identify and
preserve the values that really matter
to us as a nation and as humanity in
the face of this radical change.

To that end, I am planning to con-
tinue to give regular updates from this
floor on advances in artificial intel-
ligence, advances toward AGI, artifi-
cial general intelligence, or ASI, and
the implications that it might have. 1
do this, again, as someone who is not
an expert in this area, that doesn’t un-
derstand the technology at a deep
level, but believes that its implications
are so profound that we need to have
everyone in our country involved in
considering how we prepare for it.

AMERICAN EDUCATION TRAJECTORY

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I am proud to announce that I am
sponsoring the High Quality Charter
Schools Act, which has the potential to
give millions more students in this
country access to an excellent edu-
cation.

Now, as the chair of the House Sub-
committee on Early Childhood, Ele-
mentary, and Secondary Education
that spans K-12, as well as pre-K, I am
extremely concerned about the con-
tinual decline of American education
as illustrated dramatically in the re-
cent National Assessment for Edu-
cation Progress scores, showing that
our test scores continue to decline in
math and in reading.

This is incredibly concerning when it
comes to the life prospects for these
young people, as well as the future of
our country. I think one of the power-
ful ways that we can change this tra-
jectory is by highlighting the schools
that are out there that are doing a
really good job because there are a lot
of great schools out there.

In my district, we have a number of
phenomenal schools. This is true for
traditional public schools, for charter
schools, as well as for private schools.
You don’t, in a sense, have to reinvent
the wheel when you think about good
education policy because we have
schools and school systems out there
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that are doing the job very well right
now.

This is especially true when it comes
to the charter sector. Charters have
generally shown, as a sector, to lead to
additional days of student learning in
any given year, but you can then home
in on the truly excellent charter
schools. They are getting unbelievable
results in a lot of cases.

This bill is providing a 50 percent tax
credit for donations to nonprofit char-
ter school organizations that have a
track record of excellence. It will make
it easier for them to replicate them-
selves, to expand, to open new schools
based upon their already-proven suc-
cessful model, and thereby invite in
more kids.

A lot of these really successful char-
ters have hundreds or thousands of
kids on their wait-lists. If we can cre-
ate more seats, then that is going to be
that many more kids getting access to
a great education.

By the way, that will also have good
effects on the neighboring school dis-
tricts that will then be able to adapt
themselves and try to offer a higher
quality education product themselves.

The virtue of the charter school
model, which I think ought to be incor-
porated more into the traditional pub-
lic school system, as well, is that, num-
ber one, you have flexibility for the
folks that run the schools. They are
not told by State or Federal Depart-
ments of Education exactly how they
have to run their schools. They don’t
have a million regulations to comply
with. They are able to pursue their own
educational vision.

The tradeoff is that in turn for that
flexibility in terms of how the schools
run, there is accountability for out-
comes. There is accountability for ac-
tually doing a good job educating kids.

That accountability also comes from
the fact that they don’t get students
assigned to them just by default based
who is in the neighborhood. They actu-
ally have to attract families to come
and sign up to go to school there.

The third part of the equation is that
families do have that choice: Providing
choices to families as to where they
send their child to school. You have
flexibility on the front end, account-
ability on the back end, and choices for
families. That is the formula that has
proven to be so successful. This legisla-
tion will be very powerful in expanding
the impact of that formula.

There is perhaps no more high-im-
pact use of education dollars than ex-
panding successful charter schools be-
cause they are already doing the job
very well. By the way, they are most
effective when it comes to closing
achievement gaps and to helping stu-
dents in underserved communities.

I am very excited about this legisla-
tion, look forward to building support
for it throughout this year, and ulti-
mately getting it signed into law.

RECOGNIZING EDWARD G. HEIDIG

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I wish to recognize a valued member
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of my team who will be retiring at the
end of this month: Edward G. Heidig.
Before joining my office, Ed had a vi-
brant career in public service.

Early on in that career, he worked
for former Senator Pete Wilson in his
D.C. office as a legislative assistant. Ed
then went on to serve in a variety of
roles within State and Federal depart-
ments, including as the Director of the
Department of Conservation for the
State of California; Deputy Secretary
and General Counsel for the California
Business, Transportation, and Housing
Agency; Director of the California Of-
fice of Administrative Law; General
Counsel for the Diocese of Sacramento;
Chief Deputy Director for the Cali-
fornia Department of Managed
Healthcare; and the Regional Director
for the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

Shortly after I was elected and came
into office, Ed came out of retirement
to become my senior field representa-
tive for Placer County. During his ten-
ure as a senior field representative, Ed
played an absolutely vital role toward
establishing my congressional district
office, and he quickly became inte-
grated and much beloved in the Placer
County community.

His role included responsibilities in
facilitating community relationships
with government entities, providing
congressional recognition and awards,
hosting events, participating in com-
munity gatherings, scheduling meet-
ings, mentoring interns, and recording
the oral histories of veterans through
the Veterans History Project, just to
name a few.

He has become very popular in Placer
County. He did a fantastic job for us.
He is known by our team for his quick
wit, tenacity, care, and compassion,
not to mention his unique vocabulary,
and, of course, his signature catch
phrase: ‘“Thank you for your consider-
ation.”

Mr. Speaker, Ed is held in high es-
teem by his colleagues and those who
have the great pleasure of knowing
him. We were very fortunate to have
had his high level of expertise in my
district office, which he used to provide
outstanding constituent services dur-
ing my first term in Congress.

Ed’s sense of humor, congeniality,
team spirit, hard work, and determina-
tion will be missed by me and by all of
our team.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, I am
honored to thank and recognize Ed-
ward Heidig for his service to the peo-
ple of Placer County and California’s
Third Congressional District. I wish
him the very best in his retirement.
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RECOGNIZING THE TEMPLE OR RISHON

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize the receipt of a
new Holocaust Torah at the Temple Or
Rishon, a Jewish synagogue located in
Orangevale, California.

I was honored to attend the rededica-
tion of the Torah for its original pur-
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pose to this temple community on Feb-
ruary 2, along with the Consul General
of Israel to the Pacific Northwest,
Marco Sermoneta.

This scroll is approximately 155 years
old, having survived the Holocaust dur-
ing World War II, and it came to the
temple from the Memorial Scrolls
Trust. The trust is a charitable organi-
zation that was established to preserve
and care for the over 1,500 Torah scrolls
rescued from Czechoslovakia, where
they had been looted by the Nazis.
These scrolls were discovered in the
early 1960s in a warehouse in Prague.

Having raised the funds to restore
this particular Torah scroll, Temple Or
Rishon is among the few institutions in
the world entrusted with one of the
Holocaust Torahs. This Torah rep-
resents the incredible traditions and
resilience of the Jewish community in
Orangevale, Sacramento, and around
the world.

It certainly speaks to the Temple Or
Rishon that it has been entrusted for
this very important role and the in-
credibly important role it plays for so
many folks in our community and our
entire region. This ceremony is espe-
cially important in light of January 27
being Holocaust Remembrance Day.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the House
of Representatives, I am honored to
recognize the receiving of this Holo-
caust Torah at Temple Or Rishon.

RECOGNIZING WENDY THOMAS

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize Supervisor
Wendy Thomas for her years of service.

Supervisor Thomas has served the
people of El Dorado County for nearly
40 years, with an overall career in pub-
lic service spanning over a decade.

Even prior to her career in public
service, Supervisor Thomas had long-
standing ties with her community. She
was born and raised in Placerville, and
she established a strong educational
foundation at Principia College, where
she earned a bachelor’s degree in both
business administration and fine art.

Wendy then further fostered her busi-
ness acumen by owning and operating
The Printing Press in Placerville for
about 23 years, strongly contributing
to the local economy.

In addition to her business endeav-
ors, Wendy showcased her artistic gifts
for years. She achieved recognition in
multiple exhibitions for her watercolor
artistry, authored a book, and had her
work featured in several other water-
color publications.

Wendy’s family has called the region
home for many generations, finding
success as placer miners in 1850 and,
shortly thereafter, becoming
businessowners in Placerville. In fact,
public service is in her family’s his-
tory. Her great-great-grandfather was
a recorder-clerk of El Dorado County
and later served as county sheriff and
tax collector in the late 1800s to the
early 1900s. So, he was the recorder-
clerk, the sheriff, and the tax collector,
which is pretty good.

In 2010, Wendy Thomas began her
own career in public service after being
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elected to the Placerville City Council.
During her 8 years on the city council,
with two terms as mayor, she remained
steadfast in her commitment to the
community. She created and imple-
mented the Neighborhood Chat Pro-
gram, which streamlined constituent
outreach. Wendy was also instrumental
in securing roughly $40 million to fix
Placerville’s failing roads and pipes.

In 2014, she was named Woman of the
Year for District 5 of the California
State Assembly.

After being elected to the El1 Dorado
County Board of Supervisors in 2020,
Wendy brought with her years of expe-
rience in governance and knowledge
gained from earning her master’s de-
gree in political science from Southern
New Hampshire University. She em-
bodied a passionate, resourceful, and
respectful style of leadership, driven by
her deep and abiding love for her com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, I am
honored to recognize County Super-
visor Wendy Thomas for her extraor-
dinary career and her commitment to
public service. I join the community in
wishing her the very best in her next
chapter.

CELEBRATING ROSEVILLE HOST LIONS CLUB’S

ANNIVERSARY

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to mark and celebrate the
centennial anniversary of the Roseville
Host Lions Club, a truly remarkable
organization located in my district
that is dedicated to meeting the needs
of the Roseville community and people
around the world.

In 1925, a group of civic-minded indi-
viduals formed what was to be among
Roseville’s first community service
clubs. Throughout its history, the men
and women of this organization have
sought to exemplify what it means to
be true community servants.

With major rail hubs and the Lincoln
Highway propelling Roseville to serve
as a critical logistical hub during
World War II, club members and their
families housed GIs traveling through
the city on their way to the Pacific
theater. The level of care and comfort
provided by the club helped to bolster
the morale of the young men and
women sent to ensure the safety of our
great Nation.

In recent years, the Roseville Host
Lions Club has dedicated themselves to
supporting local youth and seeing them
thrive.

In the past, I have had the oppor-
tunity to join them for their Student
Speaker Contest, an exceptional pro-
gram in which students are challenged
to improve upon their research and
speaking abilities while being provided
with various scholarships.

Building upon their initial founda-
tions, the Roseville Lions also worked
to improve the quality of life for people
with disabilities. Through their sup-
port of various initiatives like the Fol-
som Prison Project for the Visually
Impaired and the Guide Dogs for the
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Blind, the Roseville Host Lions Club
continues to fulfill its obligation of
being knights for the blind, given to
them by Helen Keller 100 years ago.

In times of great hardship and crisis,
the Roseville Host Lions Club has dem-
onstrated its ongoing commitment to
community service. From providing
critical services and aid to victims of
the 1989 Loma Prieta earthquake and
the 2004 Southeast Asian tsunami to
sending medical equipment to Mexico
and sponsoring exchange students both
locally and internationally, the Rose-
ville Host Lions Club has left an indel-
ible mark on the world and our com-
munity most profoundly.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, I am
honored to recognize the Roseville
Host Lions Club for their 100 years of
community service and commend them
for their significant contributions in
Placer County and across the globe.

RECOGNIZING CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER
MARSHALL HOPPER

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I wish to recognize outgoing Placer
County Chief Probation Officer Mar-
shall Hopper for his years of devoted
service to Placer County.

Chief Hopper has been an integral
part of Placer County’s probation sys-
tem for nearly three decades and has
served as chief probation officer for the
last 14 years.

Chief Hopper earned his bachelor’s
degree in criminal justice at Sac-
ramento State University and his mas-
ter’s degree in public administration
from Golden Gate University.

Chief Hopper first served his country
as a military police officer for the
Army National Guard and as a proba-
tion guard in Shasta and El Dorado
Counties. In 1997, he began in Placer
County as a deputy probation officer.
After serving as a senior deputy proba-
tion officer, he was promoted to proba-
tion manager in 2005, assistant chief in
2010, and, finally, as chief probation of-
ficer in 2011.

Chief Hopper’s steadfast dedication
to public service and to making a posi-
tive impact on those under his proba-
tion supervision has been a hallmark of
his leadership. His efforts to promote
innovation in the department led Chief
Hopper and his team to spearhead
many projects implemented through-
out the county and even the State.

Some of Chief Hopper’s wide diver-
sity of accomplishments include cre-
ating the department’s Professional
Standards Division, initiating the
Placer Re-Entry Program, creating the
nationally recognized Probation Out-
reach Vehicle program, and estab-
lishing the county’s low-barrier home-
less shelter.

Through these efforts and many
more, the probation system in Placer
has excelled. It is because of the efforts
of Chief Marshall Hopper and those like
him that the residents of Placer Coun-
ty are afforded a strong sense of safety,
security, and prosperity within our
communities.

February 6, 2025

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United
States House of Representatives, it is
an honor and a privilege to acknowl-
edge Placer County Chief Probation Of-
ficer Marshall Hopper for his excep-
tional career in law enforcement. I am
proud to join Marshall’s wife, Stefanie;
his children, Tyler and Emily; Placer
County; and California’s Third Con-
gressional District in wishing him the
very best in his next chapter.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. KILEY of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 10 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, February 7, 2025, at 9
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-319. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting a let-
ter reporting a violation of the
Antideficiency Act, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1517(b); Public Law 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982 (as
amended by Public Law 108-447, div. G, title
I, Sec. 1401(b)); (118 Stat. 3192); to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

EC-320. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting a let-
ter reporting a violation of the
Antideficiency Act, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1351; Public Law 97-258, Sept. 13, 1982; (96
Stat. 926); to the Committee on Appropria-
tions.

EC-321. A letter from the Alternate OSD
Federal Register Liaison Officer,
USD(A&S)(A)/DPCAP, Department of De-
fense, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Defense Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion Supplement: Definition of Material
Weakness (DFARS Case 2021-D006) [Docket
DARS-2024-0020] (RIN: 0750-AL25) received
February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

EC-322. A letter from the OSD Federal
Register Liaison Officer, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Special Sup-
plemental Food Program for Women, In-
fants, and Children (WIC) Overseas: Revision
to Definition of Drafts [Docket ID: DoD-2024-
HA-0119] (RIN: 0720-AB91) received February
3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-323. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-703, ‘‘Reservoir Park Recreation
Center Designation Act of 2024”°, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-324. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-705, ‘“‘Luggage for All Youth in
Foster Care Amendment Act of 2024°°, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-325. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
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DC Act 25-706, ‘‘Child Marriage Prohibition
Amendment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-326. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-715, “Public Life And Activity
Zones Amendment ("PLAZA”) Act of 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-327. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-716, ‘‘Amplified Sound Mitigation
Regulation Amendment Act of 2024, pursu-
ant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-328. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-688, ‘‘Liosing Outdated, Violent Ex-
ceptions Amendment Act of 2024, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-329. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-689, ‘‘Containing Litter and Ensur-
ing Adequate Neighborhood (CLEAN) Collec-
tions Amendment Act of 2024, pursuant to
Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-330. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-690, ‘‘Uniform Directed Trust
Amendment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-331. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-691, ‘‘Child and Family Services
Agency Investigation Completion Amend-
ment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-332. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-692, ‘‘Fairness in Human Rights
Administration Amendment Act of 20247,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-333. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-693, ‘‘Carrier-for-Hire Oversight
and Enforcement Amendment Act of 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-334. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-696, ‘‘Strengthening Probate Ad-
ministration Amendment Act of 2024’°, pur-
suant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87
Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-335. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-697, ‘‘Pesticide Operations Amend-
ment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-336. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-698, ‘“‘Enhancing Mental Health
Crisis Support and Hospitalization Amend-
ment Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-337. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-699, ‘‘Insurance Regulation
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Amendment Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-338. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-700, ‘““Youth Mentorship Through
Community Engagement Amendment Act of
2024”°, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-339. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-701, ‘‘Building Energy Perform-
ance Standards Amendment Act of 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-340. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-702, ‘‘Pets in Housing Amendment
Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-341. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-707, ‘‘Consumer Protection Clari-
fication Temporary Amendment Act of 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-342. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-708, ‘‘Autonomous Vehicle Testing
Permit Requirement Second Temporary
Amendment Act of 2024”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-343. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-709, ‘“‘Driver License and Identi-
fication Card Renewal Temporary Amend-
ment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-344. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-710, ‘‘Comprehensive Policing and
Justice Reform Technical Second Temporary
Amendment Act of 2024”’, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-345. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-694, ‘‘Fairness and Stability in
Housing Amendment Act of 2024, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat.
813); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-346. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-695, ‘‘Fraudulent Vehicle Tag and
Parking Enforcement Modernization Amend-
ment Act of 2024, pursuant to Public Law
93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 813); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-347. A letter from the Chairman, Coun-
cil of the District of Columbia, transmitting
DC Act 25-704, ‘“Safe and Supported Preg-
nancy and Delivery Amendment Act of 2024,
pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1);
(87 Stat. 813); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-348. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation: Improving Consistency
Between Procurement and Nonprocurement
Procedures on Suspension and Debarment
[FAC 2025-03; FAR Case 2019-015, Item I;
Docket No.: FAR-2019-0015; Sequence No. 1]
(RIN: 9000-AN98) received February 3, 2025,
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pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-349. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation: Rerepresentation of Size
and Socioeconomic Status [FAC 2025-03; FAR
Case 2020-016; Item II; Docket No.: FAR-2020-
0016; Sequence No. 1] (RIN: 9000-A018) re-
ceived February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-350. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Acqui-
sition Regulation: Subcontracting to Puerto
Rican and Covered Territory Small Busi-
nesses [FAC 2025-03; FAR Case 2023-001, Item
III; Docket No.: FAR 2023-0001; Sequence No.
11 (RIN: 9000-A050) received February 3, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-351. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s small entity compliance
guide — Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Federal Acquisition Circular 2025-03 [Docket
No.: FAR-2024-0051; Sequence No. 8] received
February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.

EC-352. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department’s summary presentation of
final rules — Federal Acquisition Regula-
tion; Federal Acquisition Circular 2025-03; In-
troduction [Docket No.: FAR-2024-0051, Se-
quence No. 8] received February 3, 2025, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-353. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel for Operations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting
notification of a vacancy, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-354. A letter from the Attorney Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting notifi-
cation of an action on nomination, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec.
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

EC-355. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Office of General Counsel, Maritime Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation,
transmitting two (2) notifications of a va-
cancy and designation of acting officer, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

EC-356. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting notifi-
cation of a vacancy, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Over-
sight and Government Reform.

EC-357. A letter from the Attorney-Advi-
sor, Office of the General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Transportation, transmitting two (2)
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notifications of a vacancy and designation of
acting officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a);
Public Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat.
2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-358. A letter from the Acting President
and Chair, Export-Import Bank of the United
States, transmitting four (4) notifications of
a vacancy and designation of acting officer,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

EC-359. A letter from the Director, Peace
Corps, transmitting the Corps’ Agency Fi-
nancial Report for Fiscal Year 2024, pursuant
to 31 U.S.C. 3515(a)(1); Public Law 101-576,
Sec. 303(a)(1) (as amended by Public Law 107-
289, Sec. 2(a)); (116 Stat. 2049) and 31 U.S.C.
1115(b); Public Law 111-352, Sec. 3; (124 Stat.
3868); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

EC-360. A letter from the Director, Office
of Regulatory Affairs and Collaborative Ac-
tion — Indian Affairs, Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, Department of Interior, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Federal Ac-
knowledgement of American Indian Tribes
[BIA-2022-0001; 256A2100DD/A AKC001030/
A0A501010.999900] (RIN: 1076-AF67) received
February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-361. A letter from the Fisheries Regula-
tions Specialist, NMFS, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries — GARFO, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting
the Administration’s temporary rule — Fish-
eries of the Northeastern United States;
Summer Flounder Fishery; 2024 Commercial
Quota Harvested for the State of New York
[Docket No.: 231215-0305; RTID 0648-XEb52] re-
ceived February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-362. A letter from the Fisheries Regula-
tions Specialist, NMFS, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries — Alaska Region, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s temporary rule —
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone
Off Alaska; Inseason Adjustment to the 2025
Gulf of Alaska Pollock and Pacific Cod Total
Allowable Catch Amounts [Docket No.:
240227-0061; RTID 0648-XE542] received Feb-
ruary 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-363. A letter from the Biologist, Office
of Protected Resources, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Tak-
ing and Importing Marine Mammals, Taking
Marine Mammals Incidental to U.S. Navy
Repair and Replacement of the Q8 Bulkhead
at Naval Station Norfolk [Docket No.: 241003-
0261] (RIN: 0648-BMT74) received February 3,
2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-364. A letter from the Staff Director,
Commission on Civil Rights, transmitting
the Commission’s renewal of non-discre-
tionary federal advisory committees’ char-
ter, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 1975a(c)(1); Public
Law 98-183, Sec. 3 (as amended by Public Law
103-419, Sec. 2); (108 Stat. 4339); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-365. A letter from the Agency Rep-
resentative, United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Setting and Adjusting Trademark Fees Dur-
ing Fiscal Year 2025 [Docket No.: PTO-T-
2022-0034] (RIN: 0651-AD65) received February
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3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-366. A letter from the OSD Federal
Register Liaison, Office of the Secretary, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Civil Monetary Pen-
alty Inflation Adjustment [Docket ID: DOD-
2016-0S-0045] (RIN: 0790-AL82) received Feb-
ruary 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

EC-367. A letter from the Deputy Assistant
Attorney General, Department of Justice,
transmitting the annual report of the Office
of Community Oriented Policing Services
(COPS) for Fiscal Year 2024; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-368. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
United States Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Security
Zone; Corpus Christi Channel, Corpus Chris-
ti, TX [Docket Number: USCG-2024-1024]
(RIN: 1625-AA8T7) received February 3, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-369. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
United States Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Safety
Zone; Pacific Ocean, Huntington Beach, Cali-
fornia [Docket Number: TUSCG-2024-0646]
(RIN: 1625-AA00) received February 3, 2025,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

EC-370. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
United States Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Security Zone; Port
of Miami, Florida [Docket Number: USCG-
2022-0058] (RIN: 1625-A A87) received February
3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-371. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
United States Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Safety
Zone; Erie Canal, North Tonawanda, NY
[Docket Number: USCG-2024-1075] (RIN: 1625-
AAQ00) received February 3, 2025, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-372. A letter from the Legal Yeoman,
United States Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Safety
Zone; Lake Erie, Avon Lake, OH [Docket
Number: USCG-2025-1062] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re-
ceived February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-373. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s IRB
only rule — Domestic Content Bonus Credit
Amounts under the Inflation Reduction Act
of 2022: First Updated Elective Safe Harbor
modifying Notice 2024-41 [Notice 2025-08] re-
ceived February 3, 2025, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

———
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
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titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. BARRETT (for himself, Mr.
BOST, and Ms. BUDZINSKI):

H.R. 1039. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to seek to enter into an
agreement with a federally funded research
and development center for an assessment of
notice letters that the Secretary sends to
claimants for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MASSIE (for himself, Mr. BIGGS
of Arizona, Ms. BOEBERT, Mr.
BURCHETT, Mr. BURLISON, Mr. CLINE,
Mr. CLouD, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr.
FINSTAD, Mr. GOODEN, Mr. GREEN of
Tennessee, Ms. GREENE of Georgia,
Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. HARRIS of Mary-
land, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mrs. LUNA,
Mr. MILLS, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. OGLES, Mr. PERRY,
Mr. Roy, Mr. STUTZMAN, Mr. TIF-
FANY, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. VAN ORDEN,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. WEBSTER of
Florida, Mr. WIED, Mr. GOSAR, and
Mr. BEGICH):

H.R. 1040. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the inclusion in
gross income of Social Security benefits; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BOST (for himself, Mr.
LUTTRELL, Mr. BERGMAN, Mrs. BIGGS
of South Carolina, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr.
LAHOOD, Mr. FULCHER, Mr. EDWARDS,
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr. BACON,
Mr. ZINKE, Mr. GRAVES, Mr.
NEWHOUSE, Ms. MACE, Ms. TENNEY,
Mr. ALFORD, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr.
HUDSON, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. ROy, Mrs.
CAMMACK, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. HARRIS
of Maryland, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. BAIRD, Mr. MOORE of
Alabama, Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr.
AMODEI of Nevada, Mr. CRENSHAW,
Mr. COLLINS, Mr. HAMADEH of Ari-
zona, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Mr. STAUBER, Mr. SMITH of Ne-
braska, Mr. RULLI, and Mr. YAKYM):

H.R. 1041. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to prohibit the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs from transmitting certain
information to the Department of Justice for
use by the national instant criminal back-
ground check system; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms.
NORTON, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. SALINAS, Mr.
GARCIA of California, Mrs. RAMIREZ,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. AMO, Ms.
JACOBS, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK,
Ms. ANSARI, and Ms. HOYLE of Or-
egon):

H.R. 1042. A bill to amend the HOME In-
vestment Partnerships Act to establish a
Project Turnkey Program to leverage vacant
hotels and motels for housing and enhance
shelter capacity nationally, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. GOSAR (for himself and Mr.
BIGGS of Arizona):

H.R. 1043. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain Federal land
in Arizona to La Paz County, Arizona, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 1044. A bill to amend Public Law 99—
338 with respect to Kaweah Project permits;
to the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. KENNEDY of Utah (for himself,
Mr. OWENS, Mr. MOORE of Utah, and
Ms. MALOY):
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H.R. 1045. A Dbill to amend the Southwest
Forest Health and Wildfire Prevention Act of
2004 to require the establishment of an addi-
tional Institute under that Act; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition
to the Committee on Agriculture, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr.
HORSFORD, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mrs. MILLER of West
Virginia, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. WEBER of
Texas, and Mr. CUELLAR):

H.R. 1046. A bill to require the Director of
the Bureau of Prisons to develop and imple-
ment a strategy to interdict fentanyl and
other synthetic drugs in the mail at Federal
correctional facilities; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. BALDERSON:

H.R. 1047. A bill to require the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission to reform the
interconnection queue process for the
prioritization and approval of certain
projects, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. BAUMGARTNER (for himself,
Mr. MESSMER, Mr. OWENS, Mr. ALLEN,
Mr. KiLEy of California, Mr.
WALBERG, Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina, Mr. RULLI, Ms. FoxX, and Mr.
GROTHMAN):

H.R. 1048. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to strengthen disclosure
requirements relating to foreign gifts and
contracts, to prohibit contracts between in-
stitutions of higher education and certain
foreign entities and countries of concern,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and Workforce.

By Mr. BEAN of Florida (for himself
and Mr. MACKENZIE):

H.R. 1049. A bill to ensure that parents are
aware of foreign influence in their child’s
public school, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. BUCHANAN (for himself, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, and Mr. MOORE of
West Virginia):

H.R. 1050. A bill to amend the Immigration
and Nationality Act with respect to aliens
associated with criminal gangs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Ms. BUDZINSKI:

H.R. 1051. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow for
the approval of an abbreviated new drug ap-
plication submitted by a subsequent appli-
cant in the case of a failure by a first appli-
cant to commence commercial marketing
within a certain period, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. BURLISON (for himself, Ms.
HAGEMAN, Mr. DONALDS, Mr. MASSIE,
Mr. PERRY, Mr. OGLES, Mr. Roy, Mr.
NEHLS, Ms. GREENE of Georgia, Mr.
BIGGS of Arizona, Mr. GILL of Texas,
Mr. COLLINS, Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas,
Mr. PALMER, Mr. WIED, and Mr.
BRECHEEN):

H.R. 1052. A bill to rescind certain unobli-
gated balances relating to charging and fuel-
ing grants and national electric vehicle
grants; to the Committee on Appropriations,
and in addition to the Committees on Energy
and Commerce, and Transportation and In-
frastructure, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. CASE (for himself, Mrs.
KIiGGANS of Virginia, Ms. JAYAPAL,
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
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MULLIN, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. VARGAS,
and Ms. CHU):

H.R. 1053. A bill to exempt children of cer-
tain Filipino World War II veterans from the
numerical limitations on immigrant visas,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. CASTEN (for himself and Mr.
BURCHETT):

H.R. 1054. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the deduction
for certain expenses of elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. CISCOMANI (for himself, Ms.
PEREZ, Mr. ZINKE, and Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina):

H.R. 1055. A bill to amend the Workforce
Innovation and Opportunity Act to expand
the capacity of junior or community colleges
and area career and technical education
schools to conduct training services, edu-
cation, and outreach activities for careers in
the residential construction industry; to the
Committee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mr. BACON,
Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. GOODEN, Mr.
VEASEY, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr.
KEATING, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. GOLD-
MAN of New York, Mr. CARTER of
Texas, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut,
Mr. SUu0zzI, and Ms. ROSS):

H.R. 1056. A bill to include the Czech Re-
public in the list of foreign states whose na-
tionals are eligible for admission into the
United States as E1 nonimmigrants if United
States nationals are treated similarly by the
Government of the Czech Republic; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. COLLINS (for himself, Mr.
RULLI, Mr. GREEN of Tennessee, Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr.
OWENS, Mrs. BICE, and Mr. GUEST):

H.R. 1057. A bill to criminalize the inten-
tional obstruction of roadways on the Inter-
state System; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. CORREA (for himself and Mr.
NEHLS):

H.R. 1058. A bill to authorize the use of cer-
tain Department of Justice grants to pur-
chase and operate unmanned aircraft sys-
tems to benefit public safety; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CRENSHAW:

H.R. 1059. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to implement a min-
imum work requirement for able-bodied
adults enrolled in State Medicaid programs;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina (for
himself, Mr. RUTHERFORD, and Mr.
BACON):

H.R. 1060. A Dbill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to modernize
the methods of authenticating controlled
substances in the pharmaceutical distribu-
tion supply chain, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr. TONKO,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. TLAIB,

Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs.
MCIVER, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. PALLONE, Ms.

ANSARI, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. GREEN of
Texas, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. GOLDMAN
of New York, Ms. PINGREE, Ms.
TOKUDA, Mr. PETERS, Mrs. HAYES,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Ms. CROCKETT, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms.
GARCIA of Texas, Mr. GARCIA of Illi-
nois, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr.
BEYER, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. OMAR, Ms.
JACOBS, Mr. TURNER of Texas, and
Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ):
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H.R. 1061. A bill to amend section 287 of the
Immigration and Nationality Act to limit
immigration enforcement actions at sen-
sitive locations, to clarify the powers of im-
migration officers at sensitive locations, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself and
Mr. MORELLE):

H.R. 1062. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to repeal the scheduled re-
duction in the deduction for foreign-derived
intangible income; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. FINSTAD (for himself, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr.
BAIRD, Mrs. FISCHBACH, and Mr.
MOOLENAAR):

H.R. 1063. A bill to affirm that the Farm
Credit Administration is the sole and inde-
pendent regulator of the Farm Credit Sys-
tem; to the Committee on Agriculture, and
in addition to the Committee on Financial
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. FITZGERALD:

H.R. 1064. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to list fentanyl-related sub-
stances as schedule I controlled substances;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself and
Mr. LANDSMAN):

H.R. 1065. A bill to facilitate the implemen-
tation of security measures undertaken by
the United States Postal Service, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. FLOOD (for himself, Mr.
FINSTAD, Mr. COLLINS, Ms. HAGEMAN,
Ms. MALOY, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 1066. A bill to repeal section 138 of the
Clean Air Act, relating to environmental and
climate justice block grants; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER:

H.R. 1067. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish the childcare
provider startup credit, to increase the
amount of and make refundable the expenses
for household and dependent care credit, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Ms. HAGEMAN (for herself, Mr.
CRANE, and Mr. GOSAR):

H.R. 1068. A bill to amend the Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act to provide for
the removal and dismissal of qualified civil
liability actions; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. HERN of Oklahoma (for himself
and Mr. KILEY of California):

H.R. 1069. A bill to prohibit the availability
of Federal education funds for elementary
and secondary schools that receive direct or
indirect support from the Government of the
People’s Republic of China; to the Com-
mittee on Education and Workforce.

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 1070. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come certain income from providing real
property insurance following certain feder-
ally declared disasters; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.
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By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Ms. SALAZAR,
Mr. GILL of Texas, and Mr.
BAUMGARTNER):

H.R. 1071. A bill to provide that any foreign
government official who engages in censor-
ship of American speech is inadmissible and
deportable; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 1072. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of the
Air Force to operate a Technical Training
Center of Excellence, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself and Mr.
JOYCE of Ohio):

H.R. 1073. A bill to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to provide technical and finan-
cial assistance to identify, conserve, restore,
and interpret natural, recreational, histor-
ical, and cultural resources within the Great
Lakes Watershed, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Mr.
BEYER, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. CASTEN, Ms.
OMAR, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York,
Mr. VARGAS, Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania, and Ms. ANSARI):

H.R. 1074. A bill to establish a process by
which the appointment of Supreme Court
Justices can occur at regular time intervals,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
the Judiciary.

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr. Pa-
NETTA):

H.R. 1075. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make improvements re-
lated to tax administration; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LANGWORTHY (for himself,
Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr. MEUSER,
Mr. MOYLAN, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mrs. DINGELL, Mr.
LAWLER, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. HARDER of
California, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. KING-
HINDS, Mrs. LUNA, Mr. THOMPSON of
Mississippi, Mr. PAPPAS, Ms.
BARRAGAN, and Mr. CARBAJAL):

H.R. 1076. A bill to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to conduct a
study on the effectiveness of emergency
alerting systems, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada (for herself and
Ms. MALOY):

H.R. 1077. A bill to amend the Energy Pol-
icy Act of 2005 to expedite geothermal explo-
ration and development in previously studied
or developed areas; to the Committee on
Natural Resources.

By Mr. LOUDERMILK (for himself, Mr.
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, Mr. NOR-
MAN, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. RUTHERFORD,
Mr. BARR, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mr. MANN,
Mr. OGLES, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. WOMACK,
Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. LUTTRELL, Mr.
TIMMONS, Mr. BIcGS of Arizona, Mr.
STAUBER, and Mr. MCCORMICK):

H.R. 1078. A bill to amend the CARES Act
to remove a requirement on lessors to pro-
vide notice to vacate, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Mr. LUTTRELL (for himself, Mr.
STEIL, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Mr.

COLLINS, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr.
GARBARINO, Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia,
Mr. BERGMAN, Mr. McCAUL, Mr.

BABIN, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. EZELL, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, and Mr. OWENS):

H.R. 1079. A bill to publicize U.S. Customs

and Border Protection operational statistics

and report on foreign terrorist organizations;
to the Committee on Homeland Security.
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By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois:

H.R. 1080. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude property and fa-
cilities located on prime farmland from cer-
tain credits relating to renewable energy
production and investment; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MILLS (for himself, Mr. WEB-
STER of Florida, Mr. STEUBE, Mr.
BAIRD, Mr. BUCHANAN, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 1081. A bill to prohibit certain busi-
ness concerns from receiving assistance from
the Small Business Administration, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Small
Business.

By Mr. MOOLENAAR (for himself and
Mrs. DINGELL):

H.R. 1082. A bill to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to conduct a na-
tional, evidence-based education campaign
to increase public and health care provider
awareness regarding the potential risks and
benefits of human cell and tissue products
transplants, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself and Mr.
PANETTA):

H.R. 1083. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in-
come gain from the sale of qualified real
property interests acquired under the au-
thority of the Readiness and Environmental
Protection Integration (REPI) program ad-
ministered by the Department of Defense
pursuant to section 2684a of title 10, United
States Code, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mr.
MOORE of Utah, and Mr. PAPPAS):

H.R. 1084. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Parks and Public Lands Management Act of
1996 to provide for the establishment of a Ski
Area Fee Retention Account, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
and in addition to the Committee on Natural
Resources, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. NEHLS (for himself, Ms. TITUS,

Ms. NORTON, Mrs. KM, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. DAVIS of North
Carolina, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr.

GOODEN, and Mr. MACKENZIE):

H.R. 1085. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to prohibit the National
Institutes of Health from awarding any sup-
port for an activity or program that uses live
animals in research unless the research oc-
curs in the United States, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE (for himself, Mr.
MANN, Mr. FINSTAD, Mrs. HINSON, Mr.
PANETTA, Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. COSTA,
and Ms. PINGREE):

H.R. 1086. A bill to amend the Agricultural
Trade Act of 1978 to extend and expand the
Market Access Program and the Foreign
Market Development Cooperator Program;
to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. NORTON (for herself, Mr. AMO,
Mr. BEYER, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. HAYES, and Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia):

H.R. 1087. A bill to posthumously award a
Congressional Gold Medal, collectively, to
the African Americans who served with
Union forces during the Civil War, in rec-
ognition of their bravery and outstanding
service; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices, and in addition to the Committee on
House Administration, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.
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By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Mr. BIGGS
of Arizona, Mr. TIFFANY, and Mr.
MOORE of Alabama):

H.R. 1088. A bill to provide for the use of
funds for deportation purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on the Judiciary, for a period
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Mrs. LUNA,
Mr. ROY, and Ms. TENNEY):

H.R. 1089. A bill to repeal the District of
Columbia Home Rule Act; to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform, and
in addition to the Committee on Rules, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. PEREZ (for herself, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Ms. NORTON, and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 1090. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require certain institu-
tions of higher education to provide notice of
tuition levels for students; to the Committee
on Education and Workforce.

By Ms. PEREZ (for herself and Mr.
BEYER):

H.R. 1091. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the proper
tax treatment of personal service income
earned in pass-thru entities; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself, Mr.
HUIZENGA, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr.
NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 1092. A bill to amend title 31 of the
United States Code and the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974 to automatically increase
the debt limit for the fiscal year of a budget
resolution, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Rules, and in addition to the
Committees on Ways and Means, and the
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. PETTERSEN (for herself and
Mr. LAMALFA):

H.R. 1093. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the dollar
threshold applicable to information report-
ing with respect to payments for qualified
natural disaster expenses; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself and Mr.
COURTNEY):

H.R. 1094. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to prohibit the application
of certain private land use restrictions to
amateur station antennas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. WEBSTER
of Florida, Mr. NORMAN, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mr. OGLES):

H.R. 1095. A bill to eliminate the position
of the Chief Diversity Officer of the Depart-
ment of Defense, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
DOGGETT, and Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York):

H.R. 1096. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to require coverage of 3
primary care visits without cost sharing
each year under the Medicare program; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
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consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. SCHNEIDER (for himself, Mr.
OLSZEWSKI, Mr. FOSTER, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. PINGREE, Mr. QUIGLEY, and Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY):

H.R. 1097. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require federally licensed
firearms importers, manufacturers, and deal-
ers to meet certain requirements with re-
spect to securing their firearms inventory,
business records, and business premises; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. SCHOLTEN (for herself and Mr.
YAKYM):

H.R. 1098. A bill to reauthorize the Junior
Duck Stamp Conservation and Design Pro-
gram Act of 1994; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

By Ms. SCHOLTEN (for herself, Mr.
CONNOLLY, Mr. MIN, and Mr. MFUME):

H.R. 1099. A bill to clarify the applicability
of the Freedom of Information Act to certain
federally established entities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

By Ms. STANSBURY (for herself, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. SALI-
NAS, and Mr. HORSFORD):

H.R. 1100. A bill to amend the Controlled
Substances Act to provide for the regulation
of critical parts of tableting machines and
encapsulating machines, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on
the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Ms. STEVENS (for herself, Mr.
CASTEN, Mr. WHITESIDES, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr.

MOULTON, Ms. JACOBS, Ms. SANCHEZ,
Ms. ADAMS, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. FROST,
Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr.
AUCHINCLOSS, Ms. TIiTUS, Mr. MEEKS,
Mr. GARCIA of California, Ms. McCoOL-
LUM, Mr. AMO, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. BISHOP,
Mr. TURNER of Texas, Mr. COURTNEY,
Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. CLEAVER,
Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr.
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. SOTO, Mr. CONNOLLY,
Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois,
Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY,
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. SCANLON,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. LIEU, Mrs. MCCLAIN
DELANEY, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr.
NORCROSS, Mr. KEATING, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. JEFFRIES,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. LATIMER, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. TLAIB,
Ms. WiLLIAMS of Georgia, Mr.
SORENSEN, Mr. CARSON, Mr. STANTON,
Mr. VARGAS, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr.
MANNION, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. CRAIG, Ms.
MATSUI, Mr. COHEN, Mr. DESAULNIER,
Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr.
CASAR, Ms. ANSARI, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
EVANS of Pennsylvania, Mr.
MCGARVEY, Mr. TONKO, Ms. ROSS, Mr.
FOSTER, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. PELOSI,

Mr. MRVAN, Ms. BROWN, Mr.
HORSFORD, Ms. OMAR, Mr. POCAN,
Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. PINGREE, Mrs.
MCcBATH, Ms. BALINT, Mr. CROW, Mr.
IVEY, Ms. CHU, Mrs. SYKES, Mr.
SCHNEIDER, Ms. DELBENE, Ms.

ELFRETH, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. GOMEZ,
Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
MCGOVERN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. THOMPSON
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of California, Ms. Pou, Mrs. FLETCH-
ER, Mr. RASKIN, Ms. DELAURO, Mr.
FIGURES, Mr. ScOTT of Virginia, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. MAG-
AZINER, Mr. KENNEDY of New York,
Mr. VEASEY, Mr. HIMES, Ms. McDON-
ALD RIVET, Mr. MORELLE, Mr.
LICCARDO, Mr. LARSEN of Washington,
Mr. TRAN, Ms. FRIEDMAN, Mrs.
MCIVER, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
VINDMAN, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. LEGER
FERNANDEZ, Mrs. TORRES of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. CARBAJAL,
Ms. RANDALL, Mrs. HAYES, Mr.
CISNEROS, Ms. RIVAS, Mr. AGUILAR,
Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Ms. MORRISON,
Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts, Mr.
MIN, and Mr. CASTRO of Texas):

H.R. 1101. A bill to prohibit unlawful access
to the payment system of the Bureau of the
Fiscal Service within the Department of the
Treasury, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SUOZZI (for himself, Mr. RULLI,
Mr. AMODEI of Nevada, Ms. DELAURO,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. GARBARINO, Mr.
LAWLER, Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. PETERS,
and Mr. DELUZIO):

H.R. 1102. A bill to establish the Commis-
sion to Study the Potential Creation of a Na-
tional Museum of Italian American History
and Culture, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr.
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Ms. SEWELL,
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. BUCHANAN,
Mr. LAHoOD, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. BEYER,
Mr. PANETTA, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. MIL-
LER of Ohio, Ms. CHU, Mr. FEENSTRA,
Mr. CAREY, Mr. SMUCKER, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. STEUBE, Mr.
MORAN, and Mrs. FISCHBACH):

H.R. 1103. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently extend the
new markets tax credit, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 1104. A bill to amend part D of title IV
of the Social Security Act to ensure that
child support for unborn children is collected
and distributed under the child support en-
forcement program, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself, Mr. LAMALFA, Mrs. Kim, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, Mr. VALADAO, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana,
Mr. CASE, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms.
CHU, Mr. CISNEROS, Mr. CosTA, Mr.
FIELDS, Ms. Lols FRANKEL of Florida,
Mr. FRrROST, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. HARDER
of California, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. JA-
COBS, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. LIEU, Ms.

MATSUI, Mrs. MCIVER, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. NEGUSE,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PANETTA, Ms.

PETTERSEN, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. SCHRIER,
Mr. TAKANO, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA,
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr.
VASQUEZ, and Mr. WHITESIDES):
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H.R. 1105. A bill to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to require the President to es-
tablish an individual household disaster
mitigation program, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in
addition to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. TONKO (for himself, Ms. LOF-
GREN, Mr. BEYER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
STEVENS, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. AmMO, Ms.
ANSARI, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mrs. BEATTY,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
CASTEN, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms.
CHU, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CONNOLLY,
Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms.
DEGETTE, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. DEXTER,

Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms.
ELFRETH, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. FOSTER, Mrs.

FOUSHEE, Ms. Lols FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, Mr. GARCIA of Illinois, Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas, Mr. GOLDEN of Maine,
Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. GREEN of Texas,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. HAYES, Ms.
HOYLE of Oregon, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. JOHNSON
of Georgia, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania,
Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MATSUI, Mrs.
MCcBATH, Ms. MCBRIDE, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. MCGOVERN,
Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin,
Mr. MORELLE, Mr. MOULTON, Mr.
MULLIN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-
CORTEZ, Ms. OMAR, Mr. PALLONE, Mr.
PANETTA, Mr. PETERS, Ms. PINGREE,
Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. POCAN, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. RASKIN,
Ms. ROsS, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. SALINAS, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Ms. SCHRIER,
Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SMITH of Wash-
ington, Mr. SOTO, Ms. STANSBURY,
Mr. STANTON, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr.
SUBRAMANYAM, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. THOMP-
SON of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS, Ms.
TLAIB, Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr.
TURNER of Texas, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. WATERS,
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, and Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia):

H.R. 1106. A bill to amend the America
COMPETES Act to establish certain sci-
entific integrity policies for Federal agencies
that fund, conduct, or oversee scientific re-
search, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. WOMACK (for himself, Mr.
BisHOP, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, Mr. NEGUSE, Mrs.
BICE, Mr. VALADAO, Mrs. KIGGANS of
Virginia, Mr. WITTMAN, and Mr. ROG-
ERS of Kentucky):

H.R. 1107. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize certain heath care
professionals employed by the Department of
Veterans Affairs to deliver, distribute, or
dispense to veterans certain controlled medi-
cations via telemedicine under certain condi-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. DAVIDSON (for himself, Mr.
HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. MASSIE,
Mr. BigGs of Arizona, Mr. PERRY, Mr.
GOSAR, and Mr. ROY):

H.J. Res. 37. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
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United States to provide that Representa-
tives shall be apportioned among the several
States according to their respective num-
bers, counting the number of persons in each
State who are citizens of the United States;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. TIFFANY (for himself, Mr.
PERRY, Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. OGLES, Mr.
GOODEN, Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. BAIRD,

Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. STAUBER, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. WIED, Mr. FI1TZ-
GERALD, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr.
ELLZEY, Mr. MCcCORMICK, Mr.
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. MEUSER, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Ms. BOEBERT, Mr. WILLIAMS
of Texas, Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr.

GARBARINO, and Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H. Con. Res. 8. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress that the
United States should resume normal diplo-
matic relations with Taiwan, negotiate a bi-
lateral free trade agreement with Taiwan,
and support Taiwans membership in inter-
national organizations; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. PERRY (for himself and Mr.
STANTON):

H. Con. Res. 9. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the National Peace Officers Memorial Serv-
ice and the National Honor Guard and Pipe
Band Exhibition; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. WALBERG:

H. Res. 117. A resolution electing a Member
to a certain standing committee of the
House of Representatives; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER:

H. Res. 118. A resolution calling on Federal
law enforcement, led by the Federal Bureau
of Investigation, the Department of Home-
land Security, and the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, to provide an immediate brief-
ing to the public regarding the recent drone
activity in New Jersey and New York; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committees on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and Homeland Security, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. HAYES (for herself, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. BROWN, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
McCORMICK, Mr. CARSON, Mr. JACK-
SON of Illinois, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs.
MCIVER, and Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia):

H. Res. 119. A resolution declaring racism a
public health crisis; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ROUZER (for himself, Mr. PAL-
LONE, Mrs. KiM, Mr. CO0STA, Mr.
VALADAO, Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. GOTTHEIMER,
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Ms. MENG, Mr.
McCoRMICK, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. SMITH of
New Jersey, Ms. NORTON, Mr. DoG-
GETT, Ms. TITUS, Mr. VEASEY, Mr.
COHEN, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. SCHNEIDER,
and Mr. MCGOVERN):

H. Res. 120. A resolution condemning the
treatment of Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu by the
Government of Azerbaijan and urging his im-
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mediate release, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY
STATEMENT

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or
joint resolution.

By Mr. BARRETT:

H.R. 1039.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. MASSIE:

H.R. 1040.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

By Mr. BOST:

H.R. 1041.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution, which states ‘‘[t]Jhe Congress
shall have power to lay and collect taxes, du-
ties, imposts and excises, to pay the debts
and provide for the common defense and gen-
eral welfare of the United States; but all du-
ties, imposts and excises shall be uniform
throughout the United States”

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 1042.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. GOSAR:

H.R. 1043.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2

By Mr. VALADAO:

H.R. 1044.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 Clause 3

By Mr. KENNEDY of Utah:

H.R. 1045.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. BACON:

H.R. 1046.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 of the U.S.
Constitution

By Mr. BALDERSON:

H.R. 1047.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. BAUMGARTNER:

H.R. 1048.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. BEAN of Florida:

H.R. 1049.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. BUCHANAN:

H.R. 1050.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. BUDZINSKI:

H.R. 1051.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

February 6, 2025

Article 1 Section 8
By Mr. BURLISON:

H.R. 1052.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. CASE:

H.R. 1053.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article 1 of the Constitution.

By Mr. CASTEN:

H.R. 1054.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Mr. CISCOMANT:

H.R. 1055.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Mr. COHEN:

H.R. 1056.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

To include the Czech Republic in the list of
foreign states whose nationals are eligible
for admission into the United States as E-1
nonimmigrants if United States nationals
are treated similarly by the Government of
the Czech Republic.

By Mr. COLLINS:

H.R. 1057.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution empowers Congress to regulate
commerce between the states, which in-
cludes criminal law relating to safe passage
along interstate highways.

By Mr. CORREA:

H.R. 1058.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. CRENSHAW:

H.R. 1059.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina:

H.R. 1060.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

By Mr. ESPAILLAT:

H.R. 1061.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

The Congress shall have Power to . . . pro-
vide for the general Welfare of the
United States; . . .

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 1062.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1 (Taxing and
Spending Clause)

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 1063.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. FITZGERALD:

H.R. 1064.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

clause 18 of section 8 of article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. FITZPATRICK:

H.R. 1065.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 Clause 18

By Mr. FLOOD:

H.R. 1066.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER:

H.R. 1067.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Sec. 8

By Ms. HAGEMAN:

H.R. 1068.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

To amend the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act to provide for the re-
moval and dismissal of qualified civil liabil-
ity actions.

By Mr. HERN of Oklahoma:

H.R. 1069.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana:

H.R. 1070.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of”’

By Mr. ISSA:

H.R. 1071.

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”” The Su-
preme Court has held that Congress’s power
to regulate foreign commerce includes the
power to regulate the entry of persons into
the country. See Henderson v. Mayor of New
York, 92 U.S. 259, 270-71 (1876).

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 1072.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. KAPTUR:

H.R. 1073.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 1074.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article III, Section 1

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 1075.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

U.S. Constitution Article I, Section 8,
Clause 1: ““The Congress shall have Power to
lay and collect Taxes . . .”

By Mr. LANGWORTHY:

H.R. 1076.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

By Ms. LEE of Nevada:

H.R. 1077.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises’ in order
to ‘“‘provide for the . . . general Welfare of
the United States.”

By Mr. LOUDERMILK:

H.R. 1078.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8.

By Mr. LUTTRELL:

H.R. 1079.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8. To make laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into execution the foregoing powers, and all
other powers vested by this Constitution in
the government of the United States, or in
any department or officer thereof.

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois:

H.R. 1080.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

By Mr. MILLS:

H.R. 1081.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

By Mr. MOOLENAAR;

H.R. 1082.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate
commerce with foreign nations, and among
the several states, and with the Indian
tribes;

By Mr. MURPHY:

H.R. 1083.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. NEGUSE:

H.R. 1084.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 1085.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the US Constitution

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.R. 1086.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 17 of the United
States Constitution.

By Ms. NORTON:

H.R. 1087.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 18 of section 8 of Article I of the
Constitution.

By Mr. OGLES:

H.R. 1088.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

By Mr. OGLES:

H.R. 1089.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

By Ms. PEREZ:

H.R. 1090.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 (relating to
the power of Congress to regulate Commerce
with foreign Nations, and among the several
States, and with the Indian Tribes.)

By Ms. PEREZ:

H.R. 1091.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I of the U.S. Constitution

By Mr. PETERS:

H.R. 1092.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. PETTERSEN:

H.R. 1093.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Clause 18 of Section of Article 1
By Mr. PFLUGER:

H.R. 1094.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 1095.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

By Ms. SALINAS:

H.R. 1096.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

By Mr. SCHNEIDER:

H.R. 1097.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. SCHOLTEN:

H.R. 1098.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

By Ms. SCHOLTEN:

H.R. 1099.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 18

By Ms. STANSBURY:

H.R. 1100.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

By Ms. STEVENS:

H.R. 1101.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 18 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. SUOZZI:

H.R. 1102.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article IV, Section 3, clause 2

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 1103.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

By Ms. TENNEY:

H.R. 1104.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article one section 7

By Mr. THOMPSON of California:

H.R. 1105.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1, provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises.”

By Mr. TONKO:

H.R. 1106.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to the power
granted to Congress under Article I, Section
8, Clause 3 e of the United States Constitu-
tion.

By Mr. WOMACK:

H.R. 1107.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any other Depart-
ment or Officer thereof.

By Mr. DAVIDSON:

H.J. Res. 37.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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‘“Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power ... To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.”

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 7: Mr. TAYLOR and Mrs. FISCHBACH.

H.R. 22: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 34: Mr. NORMAN and Mr. HAMADEH of
Arizona.

H.R. 36: Mr. PALMER and Mr. VINDMAN.

H.R. 175: Mr. BABIN.

H.R. 221: Mr. CLINE.

H.R. 232: Mrs. SYKES.

H.R. 251: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 323: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, and Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 377: Mr. ROUZER.

H.R. 397: Mr. RILEY of New York.

H.R. 407: Mr. PETERS and Ms. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 425: Mr. STRONG.

H.R. 433: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 4562: Mr. EvVANS of Colorado and Mr.
COLLINS.

H.R. 463: Mr. MFUME, Mr. TURNER of Texas,
and Ms. UNDERWOOD.

H.R. 465: Mr. PALMER, Mr. STEUBE, and Mr.
ROUZER.

H.R. 470: Mr. MOSKOWITZ.

H.R. 485: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 513: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.

H.R. 515: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
RASKIN, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr.
HORSFORD, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 539: Mr. ADERHOLT and Mr. MANN.

H.R. 583: Mr. PAPPAS.

H.R. 611: Mr. MCGUIRE.

H.R. 629: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 632: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 633: Ms. DE LA CrUZ, Mr. COSTA, Mr.
SMITH of New Jersey, and Ms. LEE of Nevada.

H.R. 645: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 649: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina and
Mr. WOMACK.

H.R. 6564: Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. FLOOD, Mr.
GARBARINO, and Mr. FITZGERALD.

H.R. 692: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
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H.R. 697: Mr. CLYDE.

H.R. 703: Mr. PFLUGER.

H.R. 729: Mr. MANN, Mr. HARRIGAN, Mr.
BI1GGS of Arizona, and Mr. HUDSON.

H.R. 736: Mr. STEIL.

H.R. 749: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 756: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 764: Mr. MRVAN, Ms. JOHNSON of
Texas, and Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.

H.R. 768: Mr. SWALWELL.

H.R. 778: Mrs. BIGGS of South Carolina.

H.R. 796: Mr. PALMER.

H.R. 820: Ms. JOHNSON of Texas.

H.R. 830: Mr. CISNEROS.

H.R. 833: Mr. MANN.

H.R. 846: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Ms. JOHN-
SON of Texas, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois.

H.R. 871: Mr. BRECHEEN.

H.R. 875: Mr. BRECHEEN.

H.R. 879: Mr. GUEST, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr.
WILSON of South Carolina, Mrs. FISCHBACH,
Ms. NORTON, and Mr. SORENSEN.

H.R. 880: Mr. GUEST and Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 883: Mr. GIMENEZ.

H.R. 896: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and

Mr. SORENSEN.
H.R. 909: Mr. BAIRD, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr.
CISCOMANI, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr.

AMODEI of Nevada, Mr. FALLON, Mr. HIGGINS
of Louisiana, Ms. MACE, Mr. FITZPATRICK,
Mr. FLEISCHMANN, and Ms. BOEBERT.

H.R. 916: Ms. WILSON of Florida and Mr.
FOSTER.

H.R. 923: Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, and Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York.

HR. 942:
GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 943: Mr.

H.R. 956: Mr.

H.R. 957: Ms.

H.R. 964: Ms.

H.R. 971: Mr. MILLER of Ohio.

H.R. 974: Mr. FINSTAD.

H.R. 976: Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
GRAVES, Mr. GUEST, and Mr. SESSIONS.

H.R. 987: Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. FITZGERALD,
Ms. Foxx, and Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana.

H.R. 989: Ms. McCoLLUM, Mrs. WATSON
COLEMAN, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. NORTON,
Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. MULLIN, Mrs. MCIVER, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. BISHOP,
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and Mr. TURNER
of Texas.

H.R. 991: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.

H.R. 992: Mr. BRECHEEN.

Mr. GARBARINO and Mr.
MCGUIRE.

ZINKE.
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H.R. 995: Mr. TORRES of New York.
H.R. 1004: Mr. AMO and Mr. CARBAJAL.
H.R. 1007: Mr. SUu0zzl, Mr. ALLEN, and Mr.

GARBARINO.
H.R. 1027: Mr. SWALWELL and Mr.
FITZPATRICK.
H.R. 1028: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mrs.

HINSON, Mr. PALMER, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, and Mr. OGLES.

H.R. 1029: Mr. MASSIE, Mr. NORMAN, Mr.
Bicgs of Arizona, Mrs. LUNA, and Mr.
TIMMONS.

H.R. 1031: Mr. GARBARINO.

H.R. 1032: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr.
STEUBE.

HJ Res. 12: Mr. MILLS and Mrs. KiM.

H. Res. 23: Ms. DELAURO and Mr. KEATING.
H. Res. 52: Ms. CHU.
H. Res. 61: Mr. SWALWELL.
H. Res. 68: Mr. MRVAN.
H. Res. 88: Ms. DELBENE and Ms. CHU.
H. Res. 94: Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas

and Mr. LANDSMAN.

H. Res. 110: Mr. PALMER.

H. Res. 115: Mr. MANN and Mr. GUEST.

H. Res. 116: Mr. CROW, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mrs.
BEATTY, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, and Mr.
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas.

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or
statements on congressional earmarks,
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff
benefits were submitted as follows:

OFFERED By Ms. Foxx

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on Rules in H.R. 77, the Mid-
night Rules Relief Act, do not contain any
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in
clause 9 of rule XXI.

OFFERED BY MR. JORDAN

The provisions that warranted a referral to
the Committee on the Judiciary in H.R. 77,
the Midnight Rules Relief Act, do not con-
tain any congressional earmarks, limited tax
benefits, or limited tariff benefits as defined
in clause 9 of rule XXI.
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