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The Senate met at 10, on the expira-
tion of the recess, and was called to
order by the President pro tempore
(Mrs. MURRAY).

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Rev. Lisa Wink
Schultz, offered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Most merciful God, help us to re-
member that the Earth is Yours. You
established it, and You will sustain it.
Thank You that one day You will make
a new Heaven and a new Earth. We
long for a day when our broken bodies
will be healed and our souls at rest.

Today, give our Senators clean hands
and pure hearts to do Your will. May
they be men and women who seek after
You. As they come together to make
decisions on funding the government,
may they have Your wisdom to do what
is best for the people they serve.

We pray in Your mighty Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT
OF 2023—MOTION TO PROCEED—
Continued

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will report the unfinished busi-
ness.

The senior assistant executive clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 693, H.R.
82, a bill to amend title II of the Social Secu-

Senate

rity Act to repeal the Government pension
offset and windfall elimination provisions.
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The majority leader is rec-
ognized.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
this morning, thanks to Republicans,
we are less than 48 hours away from a
Christmas shutdown. Unfortunately, it
seems Republicans are in shambles
over in the House. But as they try to
piece things together, they should re-
member one thing: The only way to get
things done is through bipartisanship—
the only way.

Let me repeat: The only way to get
things done is through bipartisanship.

TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT AT ARMS GENERAL

KAREN GIBSON

Now, on the Sergeant at Arms, today,
it fills me with immense gratitude to
pay tribute and say thank you to the
Senate Sergeant at Arms, General
Karen Gibson, sitting right here.

None of us, no matter what we do,
could get through the day without the
individual responsible for maintaining
order, enforcing security, and keeping
everyone in the Senate safe. That is
what the Sergeant at Arms does.

General Gibson took on this role in
March of 2021, in the painful aftermath
of the January 6 insurrection. By no
means did she need to take this job. It
was the Senate that needed her. We
needed her three decades of leadership
as an Army intelligence officer. We
needed her steady hand and ability to
change how organizations function.
And, to this day, I thank God she an-
swered my phone call.

General Gibson helped us get through
those difficult months after January 6.
She was a breath of fresh air, a boost in
morale, a jolt of much needed con-
fidence. She transformed how the Ser-
geant at Arms operates for the better.

Under General Gibson’s watch, her
team revitalized how the Senate ap-
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proaches security and safety, from top
to bottom. She increased how we share
intelligence, communications, and
planning with the rest of the Federal
Government and State and local part-
ners. She transformed the way the Sen-
ate handles moments of crisis. There is
now a single Senate Operations Center
that stands watch at all times and
alerts us to potential threats or disrup-
tions in realtime.

She was a godsend for other Senate
staff across the Capitol Complex, intro-
ducing new emergency preparedness
applications, new trainings, and new
protocols staff could adopt to keep
their offices safe and prepared.

Finally, she revolutionized how the
Senate approaches cyber security, con-
ducting the most comprehensive cyber
security assessment ever. And every
step of the way, she had a first-rate
team by her side to help execute her vi-
sion.

And one other thing—a bit intan-
gible—the morale of our Capitol Police
Force has dramatically improved after
the horrible day of January 6, and
much of that goes to what General Gib-
son did. She made them feel needed and
confident and loved and well-trained
and prepared. And I can tell just from
speaking to so many Capitol Police of-
ficers how much they appreciate her
tenure and her candor.

So I am forever grateful to General
Gibson for her four terms as our Ser-
geant at Arms. The Senate today is far
more secure and far more prepared
than the day she entered the role. My
congratulations to her on a job well
done, and the Senate thanks her—all of
us, Democrat and Republican—for
many years of service.

TRIBUTE TO ANN BERRY

Madam President, on Ann Berry, I
also want to say thank you to our won-
derful Secretary of the Senate, Ann
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Berry. Of the many talented and excep-
tional Senate officers I had the privi-
lege of nominating as majority leader,
Ann is one of the very best.

The job of Secretary of the Senate is
one of the utmost important and indis-
pensable jobs here in the Senate. In
fact, just days after the Senate
achieved its first quorum in 1789, one of
its top priorities was to elect the very
first Secretary of the Senate. Back
then, the Senate’s responsibilities were
merely a fraction of what they are
today. There is virtually nothing that
happens in the Senate these days—leg-
islatively, financially, administra-
tively—that doesn’t cross the Sec-
retary’s desk. So to hold such an ex-
traordinary position that brings life to
the Senate, you need an extraordinary
human being who brings life to the job.

Where is she? She is probably just so
busy doing her job; she is not here.

But, anyway, that is Ann Berry, to a
tee.

From the moment Ann was sworn in,
she has carried out her responsibilities
as Secretary with unparalleled excel-
lence and supreme professionalism.
And she did it while making history as
the first ever Black woman to serve as
Secretary of the Senate.

Of course, Ann’s success as Secretary
came as little surprise to anyone who
knows her background. She is a vet-
eran of some of the most revered Sen-
ators to pass through this Chamber,
the likes of Senators Leahy, Edwards,
CARPER, Jones, and my mentor Senator
Moynihan.

For the last nearly 4 years, Ann has
been one of the most invaluable mem-
bers of the entire Senate operation.
She made our days easier, our oper-
ations smoother, and made the Senate
work better for the American people.
And that is perhaps the highest testa-
ment to a public servant.

So, Ann, on behalf of a grateful Sen-
ate, a grateful Democratic caucus, and
a grateful majority leader, we say con-
gratulations. Thank you. Job well
done.

TRIBUTE TO DAN YOKEN

Madam President, now to
Yoken, whom I will so dearly miss.

Is he here somewhere? Where is Dan?

Dan Yoken.

Socrates said:

The only good is knowledge and the only
evil is ignorance.

If that is true—and I think Socrates
was onto something—then this is going
to be a particularly difficult good-bye
for me to get through, because, today,
it fills me with immense gratitude but
also deep sadness to bid farewell and
thank you to one of the most knowl-
edgeable and trusted members of my
team, Dan Yoken.

Officially, Dan has served as my Di-
rector of Rapid Response the entire
time I have served in leadership, but in
truth, he is far more than that. He is,
in a word, the brain—the knowledge
base—of our messaging and research
operation. He is the truthkeeper, the
facts sleuth, the go-to person when our

Dan
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team needs something figured out right
away.

But what sets Dan apart is that he
also sees the big picture. He is not just
looking at the little details. Anyone
who excels at these things, by neces-
sity, must possess a love of details—
and Dan certainly does—but what
makes him so effective is how fluidly,
how effortlessly, how naturally he con-
nects the details to the main thrust of
what our team tries to do every day
and to the larger picture of where we
are headed as a caucus and as a coun-
try.

Dan is also a craftsman. There is no
speech, no press release, no tweet, no
video that doesn’t pass through his
careful touch.

A native of Nevada, Dan came to the
Senate and earned his stripes as a
young press assistant for the former
leader, Harry Reid, whom we miss
every day. Every single day, it was
Dan’s job to wake up early, read all of
the news, and then brief Senator Reid
personally on what was going on that
day. If Senator Reid had a question, it
was Dan’s job to answer. If it was a spe-
cific detail he wanted, it was Dan’s job
to remember it.

For most people right out of school,
that would pretty much be a baptism
by fire, but for Dan, it was early con-
firmation that he belonged here in the
Senate. In no time, he became Leader
Reid’s deputy communications director
and then joined my team as the re-
search director of the DPCC. And when
I became leader, there was never a mo-
ment of doubt that I wanted Dan to
come with me.

Running our messaging operation is
not easy. It is a round-the-clock, 7-day-
a-week commitment. I call him at all
hours to ask him about this or that. It
is stressful, ever-changing, thankless—
and on top of that, they have to deal
with me. It is not so easy sometimes,
but every day, my team succeeds, and
I succeed because Dan has always been
there as a steady and stabilizing force.
His knowledge of the Senate—its his-
tory, its Members, its operation—gives
our work shape and form. All of this is
possible because, deep down, Dan loves
this institution and loves this great de-
mocracy.

Of course, anyone who knows Dan un-
derstands he loves many other good
things as well. Just ask him, for exam-
ple, about the Las Vegas Golden
Knights and that time they came to
the White House to celebrate their
championship or ask him about the
last Roots concert he went to or ask
him about poker night or about the
next time he is planning to organize a
“Schumerland” outing to Audi Field.
Ask him, certainly, about his wonder-
ful family—about his beautiful, red-
headed 2-year-old; his wife and his
partner for so many years as well; and
then ask him about their dog Daisy,
who is a regular here in the Senate
every Friday.

Ask him about any of these things,
and you will see Dan for who he is—
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someone who leads a rich life, someone
who has a gifted mind, and someone
who is loyal, kind, and thoughtful to
all those he comes across. Having him
on my team for so long has been a
blessing to our office, to the Senate, to
the country.

So, Dan, wherever you are—he is
probably working as well—thank you,
thank you, thank you. You know how
much we will miss you. You know how
much we love you. You know how
much you will always be part of our
Schumer family, and we can’t wait to
see what the future holds in store for
you.

I yield the floor to the Republican
leader.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized.

TRIBUTE TO SHARON SODERSTROM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President,
for months now, I have been calling the
Senate’s attention to the extraor-
dinary people who have served me, this
institution, and our Nation so well and
for so long in the Republican leader’s
office.

Today, I have reached the end of the
list. My one remaining task is to pre-
pare our colleagues for a Senate with-
out Sharon Soderstrom.

To tell the story of my chief of staff,
you might start in 2010 when she as-
sumed that title or in 2007 when she
joined my team or, perhaps, back in
1999 when she set up in the Republican
leader’s suite for the first time. But if
you want to make sense of the person
I have been so fortunate to have at my
right hand—the friend and counselor I
have trusted so deeply for so long—it is
worth starting at the beginning with
the people who have made Sharon
Soderstrom who she is.

Sharon grew up in Stony Brook, NY,
on the campus of the Christian school
where her father was a teacher and
headmaster. In the house on campus,
where Karl and Jean Soderstrom raised
Sharon, along with her brother Mark
and her sister Cheryl, faith and learn-
ing were unshakable cornerstones.
Quite literally, the windows of
Sharon’s bedroom looked out on one
side to the chapel and on the other side
to the classrooms. When you hear
about Sharon’s upbringing for the first
time, everything you know about her
starts to make even more sense.

My seniormost adviser is a woman of
integrity and a teacher who leads by
example. And rather than reinvent the
wheel, I think the best way to sum up
her distinguished service is through
some of the lessons that her favorite
teacher—her dad—taught in the same
way.

Lesson No. 1: Do meaningful work for
a long time among peers who become
lifelong friends.

A long time ago—I won’t tell quite
how long—Sharon began her meaning-
ful work here in the Senate. As a jun-
ior legislative aide to a freshman Sen-
ator, the prospect of devoting her life
to this institution might not yet have
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crossed her mind, but the Senate was
beginning to reel her in and work its
will all the same.

Sharon likely wouldn’t have allowed
herself to have imagined that, some-
day, the Senate’s sharpest minds would
bring their weightiest questions to her
or that, eventually, an entire institu-
tion would come to lean on her volumi-
nous legislative knowledge, her plumb-
and-true political analysis, and her
wise personal counsel. And if she had,
her deep humility wouldn’t have let it
show.

Instead, perhaps the sharpest and
most singularly capable staff leader
the Senate has ever seen chose to in-
vest her time and talents in building
teams, in mentoring colleagues, and in
making a series of the highest profile
principals look a lot smarter than we
have deserved. She has spent her time
in public service notching accomplish-
ments of the greatest consequence on
the most visible stage, all while nimbly
deflecting the praise.

But what Sharon hasn’t been able to
dodge is the admiration of legions of
colleagues, past and present, who count
standing in the trenches with her
among the greatest honors of their ca-
reers. It is no mystery why Sharon’s
calendar fills so quickly with invita-
tions to celebrate weddings and birth-
days, and it is no surprise how readily
she clears her schedule to be with
friends and colleagues in moments of
grief. Our friend—our chief—has done
meaningful work for its own sake, but
she has got the admirers to prove it.

I will turn now to the second lesson
from Mr. Soderstrom: Decide to live as
a servant, and take every moment as
an opportunity to practice.

Public service—it is there right in
the name; yet the brand of gracious
and selfless leadership that has become
Sharon’s calling card and the thought-
ful courtesy which comes naturally to
her, these are exceedingly rare.

I was reminded recently of an occa-
sion years ago—at about this time in
December—when one of the juniormost
members of our front office team
brought a familiar concern to Sharon.
The cheapest flight she could find to
get home for the holidays was non-
refundable, and it was looking more
and more like the Senate might have
to spend Christmas at work. What
should she do?

Sharon didn’t hesitate. She told this
young lady to keep her flight, to get
home safely, and the team would make
do. In fact, the team did make do, and
Sharon was the first to volunteer to
cover her shift at the front desk.

I am certain that no one who knows
her would be surprised to hear this—
certainly not any of us who have
watched Sharon summon the
strength—even when her enormous pro-
fessional responsibilities have weighed
heaviest—to be a loyal sister, a loving
aunt to her nephew Karl, and a devoted
caregiver to both of her parents in
their final years.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

May the RECORD reflect that the Sen-
ate’s most influential staff leader
chooses every day to live as a servant.

The third lesson is to laugh often
and, as I am sure Sharon’s dad would
add, not just when there is cause to be
joyful.

That means laughing even when you
don’t get the reference, as Sharon does
good-naturedly when her colleagues
use sporting analogies around the of-
fice. Of course, it helps that, almost in-
variably, such references are meant as
compliments. It is like when they com-
pare her legislative and procedural
chops to Willie Mays’ dual threat of
speed and power or when a wise former
colleague likened staffing the Repub-
lican leader’s office around Sharon to
building a starting lineup around a
franchise player.

But in a job as strenuous and de-
manding as Sharon’s, laughing often
means finding levity in even the most
confounding circumstances—for exam-
ple: the time she and a colleague were
leaving the White House after a com-
pletely fruitless negotiation in the
middle of a government shutdown. As I
understand it, after walking out the
wrong exit, they heard a guard with a
machine gun yelling: ‘“Stop!” Without
missing a beat, my top adviser turned
to her colleague and remarked: If we
just keep walking, this can all be over.

(Laughter.)

Fortunately for me and for the entire
country, even in the bleakest of stale-
mates, Sharon was just joking. Heeding
these lessons isn’t some simple, sure-
fire formula for producing a prolific
public servant in the mold of Sharon.
Devotion to meaningful work is always
good advice. And, yes, if more people
practiced servant leadership and
learned to laugh more, the world would
be a much better place.

But let’s be absolutely clear: Sharon
Soderstrom is one of one. The combina-
tion of unflappable calm, unassailable
integrity, unwavering conviction, and
unshakable devotion that resides in my
chief of staff is greater than the sum of
its parts.

One of Sharon’s former colleagues on
that staff once described her office as
an emergency room, where colleagues
would wheel in stretchers heaped with
big, thorny problems and a head doctor
with nerves of absolute steel would
begin to set things right.

Invariably, Sharon’s steady de-
meanor inspired confidence in others.
Her resolve bolstered morale, and from
the most niche institutional matters to
the heaviest questions of national pol-
icy, her wutter and complete com-
petence carried the day.

Now, I will admit I wasn’t the first
Member of the body to recognize
Sharon’s talents—not even the first
Republican leader—but claiming dibs
on Sharon and managing to keep her
for so long have been among my proud-
est accomplishments.

Come January, the Senate will con-
vene again. The 119th Congress will
bring us a new slate of weighty busi-
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ness, new moments of minor crisis, and
new opportunities to better serve the
Nation that we all love. But in the
most trying moments and the most tri-
umphant ones, a great many of us will
feel like something is missing. We will
miss having Sharon—the 101st Sen-
ator—on the case and at our sides.

Sharon, you have served the Senate
with honor. You are the greatest at
what you do. You have modeled the les-
sons of the ones you look up to most,
and you have earned countless friends
who look up to you. The proudest tri-
umphs of my time in this office have
been your doing, and I am forever in
your debt.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

Mr. TILLIS. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that any Members
or staff in the Chamber at this time be
allowed to applaud for a period of up to
30 seconds.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(Applause.)

The PRESIDING OFFICER
LUJAN). The Republican whip.

TRIBUTE TO MITCH MCCONNELL

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise
today to pay tribute to the longest
serving party leader in Senate history:
Republican Leader MITCH MCCONNELL.

Over the course of a political career
that began with a hard-fought race for
student council president in his junior
year of high school—a race, I might
add, that he won with what would be-
come his signature blend of hard work,
intelligence, and determination—Mitch
has built a legacy that will long, long
outlast his time here in the U.S. Sen-
ate.

The day he became the longest serv-
ing party leader in Senate history,
Leader McCONNELL delivered a speech
discussing past Senate party leaders
and their characteristics, from the
mastery of relationships demonstrated
by Lyndon Johnson to the ‘‘tackle
football” of Joseph Taylor Robinson. It
got me thinking about some of the
things that have characterized MITCH’S
tenure, and there are three of them
that stand out to me, in particular.

First, there is MITCH’S peerless
knowledge of Senate procedure. I sus-
pect few who have served in this body
have developed the kind of knowledge
that MITCH possesses of the most ar-
cane details—and they are arcane—of
Senate rules. But MITCH recognized
early on that knowledge of Senate pro-
cedure could play a big part in success
as a Senator, and he was right. And so,
with his signature determination, he
set out to acquire it and became an un-
disputed master.

Second, to that wealth of knowledge,
he has added a fierce commitment to
the Senate as an institution, a commit-
ment I hope to emulate when I take
the reins as majority leader next year.

There are a lot of people out there
these days who would like to see the
Senate turn into a copy of the House of
Representatives, but that is not what

(Mr.
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our Founders envisioned or what our
country needs, and MITCH has served
our entire country by fighting to en-
sure that the Senate maintains its in-
stitutional character.

Finally, perhaps the aspect of
MITCH’s tenure that stands out to me
the most is the work that he has done
to protect the rule of law by filling the
judiciary with judges and Justices who
understand what the role of a judge is:
to interpret the law and not make it;
to call balls and strikes, not rewrite
the rules of the game.

During his time as majority leader,
MITCH oversaw the confirmation of 234
men and women to the Federal bench—
3 of them as Supreme Court Justices.
And the effects of that will be felt for
a long time to come in decisions up and
down the judiciary that respect the law
and the Constitution. That is no small
legacy.

And MITCH can step down from his
post knowing that no one has done
more to preserve our legal system and
the essential role that it plays in our
Republic.

MITCH, it has been a great honor to
serve with you. And I am grateful that,
while you are stepping down from your
role as leader, you will still be here in
the Senate, bringing your mastery of
Senate procedure to leadership of the
Senate Rules Committee. Hopefully—
hopefully—you won’t mind a few
knocks on your door for advice.

Thank you for your long and faithful
service to our party, to the Senate, and
to our country. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with you in the years
ahead.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. RES. 935

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, last
week, Joe Biden commuted the sen-
tences of nearly 1,500 convicted crimi-
nals, including drug dealers, fraudsters,
and corrupt public officials. These are
not sympathetic figures. These are in-
dividuals who stole from the poor and
poisoned the sick. They tore families
apart and menaced communities. They
were sent to jail. They belong in jail.

With this action, Joe Biden didn’t
just reward 1,600 criminals; he robbed
hundreds of thousands of victims of the
closure and justice they deserve. The
cruelty of these commutations is only
matched by the shameless incom-
petence of the administration that
issued them. This administration ad-
mitted—it admitted—that Joe Biden
didn’t individually review these cases
or, for that matter, did anyone else in-
dividually review the cases. Yet he nul-
lified the verdict of thousands of jurors
and judges anyway. He also
disrespected the countless man-hours
that Federal law enforcement and pros-
ecutors dedicated to solving these
cases.

The whole purpose of the Presi-
dential pardon power is to correct indi-
vidual and Ilimited failures of the
criminal justice system. It is in the na-
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ture of the power in government itself.
We are a legislature. We make gen-
erally applicable prospective laws for
everyone. Can those laws, in certain
cases, yield unjust outcomes? Yes, of
course. That is the nature of the legis-
lative power, and the reason an Execu-
tive has the pardon power, is to miti-
gate that injustice in specific, par-
ticular cases. It is not to make gen-
erally applicable pardons in a broad set
of parameters, as White House officials
have caused here—certainly not to
blindly free hundreds of duly convicted
criminals.

These blanket commutations dem-
onstrate a gross contempt for our legal
system and its traditions. To put Presi-
dent Biden’s actions in context, he
issued more commutations in a single
day than Donald Trump, George Bush,
and Bill Clinton issued in their entire
Presidencies—combined.

Let’s just talk about a few of the
beneficiaries of Joe Biden’s jailbreak:
Jacqueline Mills stole $3 million that
was intended for hungry Arkansas Kids
and low-income families.

Dr. Meera Sachdeva defrauded Medi-
care by diluting chemotherapy drugs
and reusing old needles on cancer pa-
tients. At least one patient—at least
one—contracted HIV as a result.

Fraudster Paul Burks ran a nearly $1
billion Ponzi scheme that robbed
900,000 investors of their money.

Drug dealer Wendy Hechtman and
her husband manufactured and distrib-
uted superdeadly carfentanil,
unleashing an epidemic of drug
overdoses in Omaha.

Another drug dealer, Daniel Fillerup,
killed a 31-year-old relapsing addict by
selling her fentanyl, which is 50 times
stronger than the heroin she thought
she was buying.

Shaquan Hemingway trafficked her-
oin, fentanyl, cocaine, methamphet-
amine, and guns for the vicious Jalisco
New Generation Cartel.

Joe Biden even commuted the sen-
tence of a serial Kkiller, Virginia Gray,
who is known as the ‘“‘Black Widow”
for murdering two husbands and a boy-
friend and collecting insurance money.

Perhaps the President would have re-
considered this decision if he knew
anything about Ms. Gray, but he didn’t
because, yet again, he and White House
officials did not review individual cases
on the merits. They didn’t pick up the
case file. They didn’t talk to victims or
families.

Then there is the parade of corrupt
public officials, the worst of whom is
Michael Conahan, the so-called ‘‘cash
for kids” judge who accepted Kkick-
backs in exchange for his role in send-
ing more than 2,300 children to private
detention centers, including an 8-year-
old. Again, a judge in Pennsylvania
sentenced more than 2,300 children to
private juvenile detention centers in
return for cash kickbacks. One man he
sent to jail later killed himself. He was
just 23 years old. His mother said that
she is shocked and hurt by Joe Biden’s
commutation. Yet again, the President
did not review the case individually.
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President Biden also commuted the
sentence of an Ohio commissioner who
took $450,000 in bribes. He even com-
muted the sentence of Rita Crundwell,
a city comptroller from Illinois who
embezzled $54 million. Crundwell was
responsible for not only the biggest
city embezzlement scandal in the his-
tory of Illinois, she was responsible for
the biggest municipal embezzlement
scandal in the history of America up to
that time.

Now, I understand that we have dis-
agreements about criminal justice, and
the Democrats don’t always share my
view on these things, but for years, we
have heard lectures about the rule of
law and how Joe Biden and Democrats
are the defenders of democracy. Yet
Joe Biden is the one commuting the
sentences of the very public officials
who most threaten the public trust in
our democracy.

The American people also know that
Joe Biden issued these commutations
for a simple reason: It helps cover up
the corrupt pardon that he issued to
his corrupt son to protect his family.

I think we should condemn all of
these pardons and certainly condemn
the President for not individually re-
viewing the merits of the cases. But
again, I understand my Democratic
colleagues don’t agree with that, so I
only offer a resolution to condemn one
pardon—simply one—maybe the worst
of them all, the commutation of Mi-
chael Conahan, the ‘‘cash for kids”
judge who took cash kickbacks and
bribes to sentence more than 2,300 kids
to private detention centers—the judge
who put American children in jail for
money. Surely, the Senate can con-
demn this single act of corrupt clem-
ency.

Therefore, notwithstanding rule
XXII, T ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of S. Res. 935, which is at the
desk; further, I ask unanimous consent
that the resolution be agreed to; that
the preamble be agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Illinois.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, I would like to
clarify the record on President Biden’s
use of the pardon power, which is es-
tablished in the Constitution in article
II, section 2.

On December 12, President Biden
commuted the sentences of nearly 1,500
Americans who were placed in home
confinement under a bipartisan—bipar-
tisan—provision of the CARES Act.
These individuals were all convicted of
nonviolent offenses and have complied
with the terms of home confinement
for more than 1 year.

This clemency is consistent with a
long history of Presidents using a cat-
egorical approach to exercise the con-
stitutional power of pardon. For exam-
ple, President Kennedy pardoned all
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first-time offenders convicted of vio-
lating the Narcotics Control Act of
1956. President Truman granted par-
dons to more than 1,500 men convicted
of violating the Selected Service Act
during the draft in World War II. Presi-
dent Carter provided a categorical par-
don for hundreds of thousands of men
who evaded the draft during the Viet-
nam war.

I understand that Senator COTTON is
opposed to clemency in a particular in-
dividual’s case, but if Senator COTTON
is concerned about undermining the
rule of law and robbing victims of jus-
tice, we should consider just a few of
President Donald Trump’s pardons.

For example, take President Trump’s
decision to grant clemency to at least
10 healthcare executives and doctors
convicted in large-scale Medicare fraud
schemes. These decisions wiped away
years of prison sentences and restitu-
tion totaling hundreds of millions of
dollars for some of the worst
healthcare fraudsters in the history of
the United States of America.

Consider one—Philip Esformes, who
had been sentenced to 20 years in pris-
on for involving himself in the largest
healthcare fraud scheme ever charged
by the Department of Justice.
Esformes received more than $37 mil-
lion in a scheme involving $1.3 billion
in fraudulent claims. Following his
commutation from President Trump,
Mr. Esformes pled guilty to new Med-
icaid fraud charges. In October, he was
arrested for domestic violence. He was
at least the seventh person pardoned
by President Trump to be charged with
a new crime.

President Trump also used his pardon
power to provide relief for his political
loyalists, including his former cam-
paign manager Paul Manafort, his Na-
tional Security Advisor Michael Flynn,
his former adviser Steve Bannon, and
at least seven Republican Congressmen
who had been convicted of crimes.

Bannon was charged with defrauding
donors of more than $1 million as part
of a fundraising campaign reportedly
aimed at supporting President Trump’s
border wall. Do you remember that? He
ended up soliciting true loyalists and
friends of Donald Trump, saying that
he was going to raise money and build
the wall that Donald Trump, as can-
didate, spoke of so frequently. Bannon
actually used the money he raised to
cover hundreds of thousands of dollars
of his own personal expenses.

President Trump has now promised
that he will pardon the January 6 riot-
ers on day one of his new administra-
tion. He calls them ‘‘political pris-
oners.”

You remember January 6, Mr. Presi-
dent. I will bet you the Senator from
Arkansas remembers it, too. This in-
surrectionist mob beat down the doors
of the Capitol, invaded this Chamber,
and took control of this building—to
the shame of our country to allow that
to happen. And then along comes Presi-
dent Trump, who says: If I am re-
elected, I will pardon them.
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I would like to ask my colleague
from Arkansas if he supports pardoning
the following individuals who were
prosecuted for wrongdoing on January
6:

David Dempsey, convicted of assault-
ing police officers by using ‘‘his hands,
feet, flag poles, crutches, pepper spray,
broken pieces of furniture, and any-
thing else he could get his hands on’ as
weapons against the police.

How about Shane Jenkins, who was
convicted of using two tomahawk axes
to break into this Capitol Building and
assaulting police officers by throwing a
wooden desk drawer and a flagpole at
them?

How about a Trump pardon for Kyle
Fitzsimons? On January 6—he was con-
victed of five separate assaults against
law enforcement, including one that
caused career-ending, life-altering inju-
ries to U.S. Capitol Police Sergeant
Aquilino Gonell.

Kenneth Bonawitz—another, perhaps,
beneficiary of a Trump pardon when he
is sworn in as President again. Mr.
Bonawitz was a member of the so-
called Proud Boys. He assaulted at
least six officers, including placing one
officer in a chokehold and lifting him
up by the neck. Bonawitz injured one
officer so severely, the officer was
forced to retire from the police force.

So if you want to talk about misuse
of a Presidential pardon power, let’s be
fair, honest, and balanced. I don’t re-
call the Senator from Arkansas or any
single Republican colleague of his in-
troducing similar resolutions to criti-
cize any of President Trump’s pardons,
and I haven’t heard any Senate Repub-
lican urging President-elect Trump not
to pardon the January 6 rioters.

President Biden’s commutations—di-
rected at a group of individuals who
have demonstrated a commitment to
rehabilitation—are far more defensible
than President Trump’s use of pardon
power during his first term and what
he is planning from the beginning—the
very first day, the day of his dictato-
rial rule, as he called it—the beginning
of his second term.

For these reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. I heard a lot of very
troubling cases from the Senator from
Illinois. And it is true, I generally
think Presidents have given out
improvidential pardons over time, and
I am not going to defend many of those
cases of pardons. For instance, I am
not going to defend Jimmy Carter par-
doning draft dodgers indiscriminately,
mostly rich and privileged kids who
didn’t do their duty, when poor Kkids
from places like Yell County, AR, or
south Little Rock were doing their
duty in Vietnam like my father was.

But we are not here to talk about
Vietnam draft dodgers or who Presi-
dent Trump pardoned or who he might
pardon. There is a resolution pending
on the floor that specifically condemns
Michael Conahan, the ‘“‘cash for kids”
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judge, who took cash kickbacks to sen-
tence children to private juvenile de-
tention centers.

Some words about this judge:

I do feel strongly that President Biden got
it absolutely wrong and created a lot of
panic.

Some children took their lives because of
this.

Frankly, I thought the sentence the judge
got was too light.

He deserved to be behind bars, not walking
as a free man.

Strong words. Not my words. Those
are the words of Pennsylvania’s Demo-
cratic Governor Josh Shapiro who,
again, called Joe Biden’s clemency de-
cision absolutely wrong.

The senior Senator from Minnesota
joined Governor Shapiro and said that
she, too, disagreed with the President’s
decision. She said that she ‘‘did not
like that one.”

Even the chairman of the West Vir-
ginia Democratic Party publicly con-
demned President Biden’s
commutations and specifically singled
out the commutation of Judge
Conahan, the ‘‘cash for kids’’ judge.

This resolution is not partisan. It is
not sweeping. It is common sense. It is
about a single egregious case that hap-
pened because of egregiously bad judg-
ment.

The President and his aides set broad
parameters. Apparently, those param-
eters kicked back 1,500 cases, and they
didn’t even have the time and the de-
cency to say: Now, let’s look at these
cases and see if each one of these peo-
ple deserves a pardon.

Maybe if one was an elderly, non-
violent offender who had redeemed
himself, whose victims had forgiven
him—I could understand clemency in
that case, not the ‘‘cash for kids”
judge.

It is only 1,500 cases. They have thou-
sands of lawyers running around the
Department of Justice. Could they not
individually look at these cases? 1
guess not. It is just another example of
how Democrats have spent 8 years of
accusing Donald Trump of doing this,
that, or the other dastardly thing
when, in reality, they are doing much
worse.

We heard the Senator from Illinois
talking about a pardon for political
loyalists. Who could be more of a polit-
ical loyalist than a President’s own
son? And that is what Joe Biden did.
His first big post-election pardon—par-
don his son, not just for specific crimes
to which he had pleaded guilty or for
which he had been convicted, gun
crimes and tax crimes, but for all
crimes—all crimes—that he committed
or may have committed for 11 years.
That is almost twice the length of a
similar pardon President Ford gave to
President Nixon, which I think, al-
though condemned at the time, most
people would now view as an act of po-
litical courage.

I don’t think anyone in retrospect is
going to think that Joe Biden par-
doning his son for every crime he
might have committed against the
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United States for 11 years is ever going
to be seen as an act of political courage
or if he does the same thing for his
brother or any other members of his
family before noon on January 20.

Starting next year, I really won’t
have time for crocodile tears about
President Trump’s pardon decisions if
the Senate can’t bring itself today to
condemn one—just one—single egre-
gious case of abuse of the pardon
power: the ‘‘cash for kids’ judge who
sentenced 2,300 children to private de-
tention centers in return for cash kick-
backs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, on
March 5, 1946, President Harry S. Tru-
man of Missouri invited a former
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom,

Winston Churchill, to Fulton, MO,
Westminster College, to deliver a
speech.

The two men actually traveled to the
speech together over land by train, and
it was really a remarkable occasion. By
this time, of course, Churchill was in
retirement—or a brief retirement; he
was to return to public office some
short time thereafter. And Churchill
might have chosen, at that speech in
Fulton at Westminster College, to talk
about any number of things. He might
have talked about his legacy, as many
people do in Washington, DC, these
days. He might have told stories about
the recently won Second World War.
But, instead, he gave one of the most
significant speeches of the 20th cen-
tury, a speech that defined with moral
clarity unparalleled the challenges of
the second half of the 20th century. He
called it the ‘“‘Sinews of Peace’ speech,
but it came to be known ever after as
““The Iron Curtain’’ speech.

It was in Fulton, MO, that Churchill
so famously said that an iron curtain
has descended across the European con-
tinent, and he went on to say that the
struggle against Soviet communism
would be the great moral challenge—
and, of course, the national security
challenge—the great cause of free peo-
ples everywhere in the second half of
the 20th century.

He was absolutely correct. And that
speech set the tone; it set the agenda;
it set the moral framework for the dec-
ades that followed, culminating, of
course, with President Reagan’s own
victory over Soviet communism in
which he led this country to triumph
and the fall of the Berlin Wall, which
would come over four decades after
Churchill visited Fulton.
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Now, interestingly, when Churchill
came to Fulton that day and to West-
minster College, they didn’t have a
space big enough for him, other than
the Westminster College gymnasium.
So Churchill gave his speech in the
gym there at Westminster College.

In the years that followed, as the
speech became progressively more fa-
mous, as Churchill’s prophetic insight
became more and more recognized, the
residents of Fulton decided that it
would be fitting to create a memorial
there on the college campus at West-
minster College to commemorate that
speech. And so they settled upon some-
thing interesting. In 1966, 20 years after
the speech had first been delivered, the
residents of Fulton transported from
London the bricks of a church, a parish
church in London called St. Mary
Aldermanbury that had been destroyed
in the Blitz of 1940 when Churchill was
Prime Minister, when England stood
alone against the Nazi scourge. The
residents of Fulton transported those
bricks from that church that had been
destroyed to Fulton, MO, to the West-
minster campus, and they rebuilt the
church right there on the campus of
Westminster.

Here it is now, as it stands today.
And there is a statue of Churchill right
next to it.

The thing about this church is it was
first built in the 11th century. The first
mention we have of it is in 1181 when it
was a parish church in the city of Lon-
don. It was actually destroyed once be-
fore in the Great Fire of London in
1666, and then it was rebuilt by Sir
Christopher Wren before it was gutted
again by the Blitz in 1940.

So here it stands today in Fulton,
MO, on the campus of Westminster Col-
lege, a monument to Winston Church-
ill, yes, but also a monument to the
great bonds between the United States
and the United Kingdom, to our shared
struggle to free the world of tyranny in
the 20th century and to our shared vic-
tories together across that great cen-
tury.

And today, Mr. President, I am here
on this floor to ask consent to pass leg-
islation to designate this memorial as
a national historic landmark to make
sure that, from now on, the America’s
National Churchill Museum, as it is
called in Fulton, will stand recognized
by this country as a national historic
landmark and that the National Park
Service will continue to help maintain
it and to study future potential des-
ignations for the site.

So we are going to pause, I under-
stand, for one moment, and then I will
ask permission to pass the bill.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New York.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
during World War II, Fort Ontario was
the only U.S. refugee shelter for people
fleeing the Holocaust. Let me say it
again. Fort Ontario was the only U.S.
refugee shelter for people fleeing the
Holocaust. It gave them a safe haven.
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It gave them strength. It gave them
hope that when they needed it the very
most, we were there. And it was one of
the first places where American resi-
dents would ever hear firsthand ac-
counts about what happened during the
Holocaust.

In fact, there are still residents in
this and other communities today who
remember the experiences of living in
or outside of Fort Ontario at a time
when nearly 1,000 Holocaust refugees
were living there and receiving medical
care, food, and education.

Located along Lake Ontario in
Oswego, NY, the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Center was supposed to
be the first of many temporary relief
camps across the United States during
World War II, but it was the only one
that came to fruition.

For years, I have been working with
the local community members to honor
and preserve it. I have visited them. I
have heard their stories. I have learned
about the importance of the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter to
them and their families and the larger
community.

This site has long played an extraor-
dinary role in our Nation’s history, and
its story deserves to be part of the Na-
tional Park System. Establishing the
Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shel-
ter National Historic Park would give
this site permanent protection, and it
would help to make sure it is preserved
and enshrined in the site’s legacy of
hope, compassion, and resilience for fu-
ture generations.

I want to thank Congresswoman
TENNEY and former Congressman
Katko for helping lead this effort. And
I also want to thank Senator HAWLEY
for his partnership and the Senate for
passing this bill.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, 1
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President,
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of the
following bills en bloc: Calendar No.
630, S. 4607; Calendar No. 589, S. 2742.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I ask unanimous
consent that the committee-reported
substitute amendments, where applica-
ble, be agreed to; the bills, as amended,
if amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills were passed en bloc as fol-
lows:
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AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL
MUSEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC
LANDMARK ACT

A Dbill (S. 4607) to designate the Amer-
ica’s National Churchill Museum Na-
tional Historic Landmark, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4607

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘America’s
National Churchill Museum National His-
toric Landmark Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CitY.—The term ‘‘City’”’ means the city
of Fulton, Missouri.

(2) COLLEGE.—The term ‘‘College’” means
Westminster College, located at 501 West-
minster Avenue in the City.

(3) LANDMARK.—The term ‘‘Landmark”
means the America’s National Churchill Mu-
seum National Historic Landmark des-
ignated by section 3(a).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Missouri.

SEC. 3. AMERICA’S NATIONAL CHURCHILL MU-
SEUM NATIONAL HISTORIC LAND-
MARK.

(a) DESIGNATION.—America’s National
Churchill Museum located at the College, in-
cluding the Winston Churchill Memorial list-
ed on the National Register of Historic
Places, is designated as the ‘‘America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum National Historic
Landmark™.

(b) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the State, the City, and the
College, may enter into cooperative agree-
ments with appropriate public or private en-
tities, for the purposes of—

(A) protecting historic resources at the
Landmark; and

(B) providing educational and interpretive
facilities and programs at the Landmark for
the public.

(2) TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—
The Secretary may provide technical and fi-
nancial assistance to any entity with which
the Secretary has entered into a cooperative
agreement under paragraph (1).

(c) No EFFECT ON ACTIONS OF PROPERTY
OWNERS.—Designation of the America’s Na-
tional Churchill Museum as a National His-
toric Landmark shall not prohibit any ac-
tions that may otherwise be taken by a prop-
erty owner (including the College and any
other owner of the Landmark) with respect
to the property of the owner.

(d) No EFFECT ON ADMINISTRATION.—Noth-
ing in this section affects the administration
of the Landmark by the State, the City, or
the College.

SEC. 4. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall con-
duct a special resource study of the Land-
mark.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under this section, the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the Landmark;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the Landmark as a unit
of the National Park System;

(3)(A) consider alternatives to that des-
ignation for the preservation, protection,
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and interpretation of the Landmark by the
Federal Government, the State, the City and
other affected units of local government, or
private and nonprofit organizations (includ-
ing the College); and

(B) identify cost estimates for any Federal
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with
the alternatives described in subparagraph
(A); and

(4) consult with interested Federal agen-
cies, the State, the City and other affected
units of local government, private and non-
profit entities (including the College), and
other interested individuals.

(c) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary shall
conduct the study under this section in ac-
cordance with section 100507 of title 54,
United States Code.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are first made avail-
able to carry out the study under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources of
the Senate and the Committee on Natural
Resources of the House of Representatives a
report that describes—

(1) the results of the study; and

(2) any conclusions and recommendations
of the Secretary.

——————

FORT ONTARIO HOLOCAUST REF-
UGEE SHELTER NATIONAL HIS-
TORICAL PARK ESTABLISHMENT
ACT

A bill (8. 2742) to establish the Fort
Ontario National Monument in the
State of New York as a unit of the Na-
tional Park System, and for other pur-
poses, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Fort Ontario
Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Historical
Park Establishment Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘Fort Ontario Holocaust Refugee Shelter
National Historical Park Proposed Boundary’’,
numbered 962/194,681, and dated September 2024.

(2) NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.—The term
“National Historical Park’ means the Fort On-
tario Holocaust Refugee Shelter National Histor-
ical Park established by section 3(a)(1).

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the State
of New York.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF FORT ONTARIO HOL-
OCAUST REFUGEE SHELTER NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3),
there is established in the State as a unit of the
National Park System the Fort Ontario Holo-
caust Refugee Shelter National Historical Park.

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of the National
Historical Park is to preserve, protect, and inter-
pret for the benefit of present and future gen-
erations resources associated with the stories of
the 982 refugees from World War II who were
housed at Fort Ontario from August of 1944
until February of 1946.

(3) CONDITIONS OF ESTABLISHMENT.—

(A) DETERMINATION BY THE SECRETARY.—The
National Historical Park shall not be established
until the date on which the Secretary deter-
mines that a sufficient quantity of land or inter-
ests in land has been acquired from land identi-
fied as ‘‘Proposed Boundary’ on the map to
constitute a manageable park unit.
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(B) NOTICE.—Not later than 30 days after the
date on which the Secretary makes a determina-
tion under subparagraph (A), the Secretary
shall publish in the Federal Register notice of
the establishment of the National Historical
Park.

(4) MAP.—The map shall be on file and avail-
able for public inspection in the appropriate of-
fices of the National Park Service.

(5) BOUNDARY.—The boundary of the Na-
tional Historical Park shall include any land or
interests in land acquired by the Secretary
under this section.

(b) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall admin-
ister the National Historical Park in accordance
with—

(A) this section; and

(B) the laws generally applicable to units of
the National Park System, including—

(i) sections 100101(a), 100751(a), 100752, 100753,
and 102101 of title 54, United States Code; and

(i1) chapters 1003 and 3201 of title 54, United
States Code.

(2) AGREEMENTS.—

(A) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—In accord-
ance with section 101702 of title 54, United
States Code, the Secretary may enter into coop-
erative agreements with the State or other pub-
lic and private entities to provide interpretive
and educational services within the National
Historical Park.

(B) INTERPRETATION AND RESTORATION AGREE-
MENTS.—The Secretary may enter into agree-
ments to identify, interpret, and restore nation-
ally significant historic or cultural resources lo-
cated on non-Federal land within the boundary
of, or in close proximity to, the National Histor-
ical Park.

(C) PUBLIC ACCESS.—Any cooperative agree-
ment entered into under subparagraph (B) to
provide assistance to non-Federal land shall
provide for reasonable public access to the non-
Federal land.

(3) ACQUISITION OF LAND.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B), the Secretary may acquire land and inter-
ests in land located within the boundary of the
National Historical Park by—

(i) donation;

(ii) purchase with donated or appropriated
funds; or

(iii) exchange.

(B) LIMITATION.—Any land owned by the
State or a political subdivision of the State may
be acquired for inclusion in the National Histor-
ical Park only by donation.

(4) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Not later than 3 fis-
cal years after the date on which funds are
made available to carry out this section, the
Secretary, in consultation with the State, shall
complete a general management plan for the Na-
tional Historical Park in accordance with—

(A) section 100502 of title 54, United States
Code; and

(B) any other applicable laws.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2742), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read a third time, and passed.

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KiNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, last

week, I came to the floor to speak
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about a new acronym that we are be-
coming more and more familiar with—
DOGE, or the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency—that will be led by
Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy.
One of the priorities I am looking for-
ward to working with DOGE on to ac-
complish, as a founding member of the
caucus, is to reform and, hopefully, re-
vitalize the Pentagon.

As I have said repeatedly, we are liv-
ing in one of the most dangerous times
since World War II. So it is absolutely
critical that our systems at the Pen-
tagon are operating in top-notch shape.
But as we know, as of now, many of the
acquisition processes the Pentagon fol-
lows are similar, if not identical, to
those followed by the Soviet Union
back in the day. If you know your his-
tory, the United States beat the Soviet
Union when the wall fell and when the
Soviet Union collapsed. So it is obvious
that their model doesn’t work very
well, and neither did their system of
military procurement.

But, as I mentioned last week, where
and how we spend our money is just as
important as how much we spend. We
seem to be fixated on the ‘““how much”
but not how and where the money is
spent. Preparing for the strategic com-
petition we are in the midst of is not as
simple as just increasing the percent-
age of the spending of GDP. We need to
make sure that the money that is
spent is spent efficiently and accu-
rately, meeting the needs of the
world—the dangerous world—we live
in.

The end of the Cold War brought us a
peace dividend, but one consequence of
that victory was the overwhelming
consolidation of the defense industrial
base and the weakening of our supply
chains. In the early 1990s, we had sev-
eral hundred companies participating
in our national defense industrial base.
Today, we have five. The lack of com-
petition in this area, combined with
our penchant for requiring unique de-
fense systems, has hampered our bar-
gaining power and led to waste and
abuse.

The use of cost-plus contracts shifts
the risk of cost overruns to the govern-
ment. As a result, it is not unusual to
find projects delayed by years and run-
ning hundreds of millions of dollars
over budget. Take, for example, under-
sea autonomous vehicles. Boeing was
contracted to deliver five Orca vehicles
for about $379 million in 2022. Yet here
we are $620 million later with an an-
ticipated delivery date of 2025. If we
keep going at this rate, we simply will
not be prepared for the confrontation
from the authoritarian axis that is
quickly coming our way.

But the good news is this story
doesn’t have to end the way the Soviet
Union did. We are, after all, the United
States of America, and I am optimistic
we can learn from the mistakes other
countries have made in the past to win
this strategic competition with the
axis of authoritarians. I am hopeful
that by implementing reforms, we can
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pivot from the path we are on to one of
peace through strength. Ultimately,
the goal should be deterrence, pre-
venting the next war.

The Pentagon should move away
from cost-plus contracts toward reli-
ance on fixed-price contracts. Under a
fixed-price model, cost overruns are
borne by the contractor instead of the
buyer, which, in this case, is the Pen-
tagon. This is just a commonsense best
practice that should be the standard
model to incentivize productivity and
efficient operations. Newer, nontradi-
tional defense companies like Anduril
and Palantir, as well as Elon Musk’s
SpaceX in my home State of Texas,
have made a strong case for this com-
monsense business approach.

These companies have leveraged bil-
lions of dollars in our capital markets,
perhaps our greatest strategic advan-
tage when compared to our adversaries,
to produce quality defense items at un-
matched scale and speed.

They also provide important and
critical jobs across a variety of skill
levels, often in a low-cost-of-living,
high-growth opportunity area. This
helps revitalize our towns and commu-
nities in need of new industries to rein-
vigorate their job markets.

This model underscores the need to
transition away from our centralized,
Soviet-style acquisition process, first
created in the 1960s, to a more agile
model which leverages the private sec-
tor to strengthen our national defense.

In addition to shifting our model for
procurement and acquisition, we need
to change the risk-averse culture at
the Department of Defense. I don’t
mean taking unnecessary risks; I mean
taking calculated risks where called
for and where indicated.

Newer entities, such as the Defense
Innovation Unit or the Office of Stra-
tegic Capital, are willing to assume
greater risks since they understand the
need for rapid acquisition. Their abil-
ity to identify and adopt commercial
technologies, for example, is one area
where procurement and contracting of-
fices should be emulating. Rather than
having the DOD create elaborate re-
quirements with multiple overlays of
bureaucracy and review, our officials
should be looking for existing products
and technologies that substantially
meet the needed requirement.

The Federal Acquisition Stream-
lining Act of 1994 actually requires
these officials to do that. The fact that
they are reluctant to do so underscores
the need to reform the culture of acqui-
sition and procurement.

While these are all needed updates
that must happen, I am optimistic that
the Pentagon can and will, with our
help and encouragement, make
progress in all of these fronts in order
to be prepared for the challenges that
our country faces ahead.

One reason I am optimistic is because
of some of these reforms that are al-
ready underway as they have been in-
cluded in the National Defense Author-
ization Act. And I am proud to have
championed several of them.
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Two of my bills included in the
NDAA would enhance our procurement
capabilities. One is the Capability-
Based Trade and Unconventional Re-
source Engagement—or CAPTURE
Act—which will create a pilot project
permitting contracting officers to use
alternative analyses to better deter-
mine the value of products produced by
nontraditional defense contractors.

And then there is my Encouraging
Qualitative Upgrades and Innovative
Procurements—or EQUIP—Act, which
will permit combatant commanders to
use the defense modernization fund to
procure commercial technologies.

Lastly, my Enable IC Partnerships
Act will encourage public-private part-
nerships in acquisition and develop
workforce talent. This will help ad-
dress the lack of competition and inno-
vation within the government and
within the country.

These reforms, I believe, are a start,
but our work is not yet complete.

I am confident that under new lead-
ership, including that of Secretary-des-
ignate Hegseth, in collaboration with
people like Elon Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy at the Department of
Government Efficiency, we can con-
tinue and build on this process and
make additional needed reforms at the
Pentagon, again, with the goal of pre-
venting the next war or reestablishing
deterrence—something we have not
done now, as evidenced by all of the
hot spots around the world, ranging
from the Middle East to North Korea
to China to Russia.

I look forward to working with all of
my colleagues and with each of these
individuals to help them rebuild our
military into the powerhouse that has
long defined American strength.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alabama.

SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING

Mr. TUBERVILLE. Mr. President, to-
day’s farmers across the country are
facing significant financial losses for
most commodities planted during the
2024 crop-year. It is a dire situation.
Basically, they are in trouble.

I have been saying this for a while
now: For the sake of American food se-
curity, national security, and rural
prosperity, Congress must pass eco-
nomic assistance for our farmers before
the end of this year.

That is why I am asking Congress to
pass a stand-alone economic assistance
package for our farmers, no strings at-
tached.

This isn’t for the lobbyists, special
interests, or liberal pet projects; it
would go directly to the people who
feed, clothe, and fuel the United States
of America and the world.

It is for the American farmers who
are desperate. They are in desperate
need of help to survive. This economic
assistance certainly won’t help farmers
make a profit. They have no chance. It
won’t even help them break even.

Right now, many farmers won’t be
able to secure financing and renew
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their operating loans to Kkeep their
farms running for another year. Again,
they are in trouble. This funding would
only help farmers cover part of the 2023
and 2024 losses for American producers.

For crops grown in my State of Ala-
bama specifically, the expected losses
this year are over $200 per acre. Cotton
producers are in worse shape, with
losses of approximately $373 per acre.
Peanut farmers’ losses are next, at al-
most $198 per acre. Other crops, such as
corn, soybean, and rice are also facing
devastating financial losses.

These losses are occurring after
farmers have produced bumper crops,
which have yielded some of the best
crops producers have seen in many,
many years.

This indicates that a major economic
disaster is looming for our producers
and our country. If this dire situation
continues, the American agricultural
industry will face permanent—perma-
nent—damage. American farming as we
know it could cease—I repeat, cease—
to exist.

Regardless of the region, State, crop,
or weather pattern, there is one thing
every farmer is subject to; that is, the
law of economics. And right now, it is
economic disaster for our farmers
across this country and all States.

The math is simple. With production
costs and interest rates at an alltime
high, farmers’ expenses are exceeding
their profits. Under President Biden’s
leadership, cost for feed is up 22 per-
cent; fertilizer, up 34 percent; fuel, up
30 percent. On top of that, labor is up 40
percent, and interest is up 54 percent
on crop loans—54 percent. You can’t
make these numbers up.

Input costs are skyrocketing while
commodity prices have plummeted—
absolutely plummeted—and are ex-
pected to continue falling.

According to the 2022 USDA agri-
culture census, our Nation has lost
over 25,000 producers in just the last
few years.

According to the USDA net farm in-
come, this year is projected to decline
4.1 percent from 2023. This follows a
shocking—listen to this—a shocking
22.6-percent decline from 2022 levels.
These figures represent over $40 billion
in lost revenue for America’s hard-
working producers.

No business—not one business—in
this country can survive like this. Our
farmers and our farms are no different.
This is the largest 2-year decline in
farm income in the history of this
country—the history of the country.

In Alabama alone, we have lost near-
ly 2,000 producers and over 3,200 farms
in just the last few years. This will
cause farms to get bigger, not smaller.

The economies of scale will continue
to push out small- and medium-sized
growers, resulting in further consolida-
tion of the agriculture industry. The
little guys, in other words, they can’t
compete. We cannot allow these ter-
rible trends to continue.

American farmers are rapidly ap-
proaching a steep financial cliff. Many
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will go off the ledge, never to recover
unless Congress throws them a lifeline
and pulls them back to safety.

This supplemental funding needs to
happen in addition to a long extension
of the farm bill. It has to be extended.

I continue to stand with Senate Agri-
culture Committee Ranking Member
B0o0ozMAN in emphasizing the need to
pass a strong farm bill with an ade-
quate farm safety net in the upcoming
Congress.

However, the truth is that even if we
did pass a new farm bill—which would
be improved, hopefully—containing in-
creased reference prices for title I com-
modities, assistance would not reach
farmers until October 2026. It will be a
little too late for the farmers this year,
for thousands of them.

Most farmers who wish to plant crops
in 2025 need renewed access to credit
before the end of this month. With
many balancing checkbooks in the
red—some for the second, third, and
fourth year in a row—farmers will have
a difficult time securing financing
without improved certainty within the
agriculture sector.

So while a 1-year farm bill extension
is important, it does not provide the
needed certainty for bankers and credi-
tors to extend farm loans for this com-
ing planting season. By failing to ex-
tend the adequate financial lifeline to
farmers, now our farmers will—and I
repeat—will not survive until the fall
of 2026. It will be over.

It is a sad reality. At the end of the
day, it is not their fault. They work 365
days a year, 7 days a week, and put
their hard-earned money as well as bor-
rowed money into their farms.

The supplemental assistance I am ad-
vocating for today will only serve as a
bandaid to slow the bleeding until they
get a farm loan and plant next season’s
crop.

I am hearing from producers all over
Alabama and across the country about
the dire state of the farm economy.
Producers can’t pay employees or their
bills for seed, chemicals, and fer-
tilizers. They can’t pay it. I have never
seen it this bad, never.

Lawsuits have already started—suing
farmers for something that they don’t
have. Farmers have bumper crops of
cotton, peanuts, corn, and beans. Yet
they are still on the brink of bank-
ruptcy. Something is wrong.

This isn’t about commodity versus
commodity or region versus region; it
is about the survival of the American
farmer and the communities that rely
on them. It is about saving the hard-
working men and women who play a
critical role in feeding and clothing
and fueling not only the United States
but, folks, the entire world.

Congress cannot defy the laws of eco-
nomics, but it can pass a stand-alone
economic assistance package for our
farmers to help them survive another
year. This is perfectly within our
power. There will be no funny business
for this economic assistance, just a
straight up-and-down vote to see who

S7195

stands with our farmers, the food for
this country, and the world.

Democrats always try to hold emer-
gency funding for farmers hostage, like
we have this year, and they want
projects to go along with the funding,
basically holding us hostage, holding
these farmers who have worked hard
and put their own sweat and blood into
this crop that they have had.

Farmers from every corner of the
country need us now, more than ever.
There is not going to be another
chance for a high percentage of this
farming group that are farming this
year—it is not going to happen—which
is why I am calling on the House and
the Senate to put politics aside. I am
begging: Put politics aside.

I wish I could have farmers standing
up here today. They would be telling
you the same thing. They don’t like
handouts. They like to work for the
money that they make; they always
have. That is why they are special. But
they need a no-strings-attached eco-
nomic plan.

I know President Trump will do ev-
erything he can in his power to assist
American farmers when he is sworn
into office. Our next Secretary of Agri-
culture, Brooke Rollins, will deliver for
our farmers as soon as she is sworn in.
But until then, I ask the Senate to
stand up and stand with an economic
assistance package to throw our farm-
ers a lifeline. They deserve it. They
need it. And it is not just for them; it
is for the entire country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The clerk will call the
roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4444

Mr. DAINES. Madam President, with
only days left in the 118th Congress, I
come to the floor to fight on behalf of
my rural Montana communities. S.
4444, the Crow Revenue Act, is a win for
Montana, and it is one that cannot
wait any longer.

The bill is pretty simple. It swaps
minerals between the Crow Tribe, the
Federal Government, and the Hope
family and ensures that both the Crow
Tribe and Musselshell County will con-
tinue to receive much-needed revenue
from mineral development.

Let me be clear: If this bill does not
pass and is not signed into law this
year, there will be dramatic con-
sequences for Montana communities. If
we don’t act before the end of the year,
there will be 100 high-paying mining
jobs lost in Roundup, MT. And unlike
the show ‘‘Yellowstone,”” where it
looks like everybody has helicopters
and fancy barns and fancy houses, this
part of our State—and most of Mon-
tana—fights every day to make ends
meet.
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And, by the way, these 100 jobs that
will be lost is after 700 jobs were lost at
the Stillwater mine in Columbus, MT,
a few months ago. We can’t afford an-
other layoff of hard-working miners.

Furthermore, both Musselshell Coun-
ty and the Crow Tribe will see cuts in
their revenues, leading to fewer serv-
ices for their communities.

The Crow Revenue Act is a long-term
fix to a real problem that is happening
in my State. It has the strong support
of community leaders, county commis-
sioners, the Governor, other locally
elected officials, and, very impor-
tantly, the Crow Tribe.

I ask my colleagues to stand with me
and support our rural and our Tribal
communities.

Madam President, notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Indian Affairs
be discharged from further consider-
ation of S. 4444 and the Senate proceed
to its immediate consideration; fur-
ther, that the Daines substitute
amendment at the desk be considered
and agreed to; that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Hawaii.

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, re-
serving the right to object, I am all for
considering bills that have gone
through the regular process for consid-
eration. In the past month alone, I
have been on the floor several times to
pass 12 bipartisan bills which advanced
out of the Senate Committee on Indian
Affairs with unanimous bipartisan sup-
port.

The difference with this bill is it is
not ready. It is just not ready for that
consideration, and Senator DAINES
knows that. The bill has not cleared
the committee, and it is not for our
lack of trying. It was only introduced a
few months ago. And when it was fast-
tracked to a hearing at the Senator’s
request, it was clear that there re-
mained several open questions, and, as
of today, many of those questions have
still not been answered. And yet we are
trying to pass this bill unanimously.

What is happening is that this would
be recorded on the Senate floor as a
100-to-0 vote. This bill is not ready for
that. The only circumstances under
which—especially in Indian Affairs, but
mostly in any other jurisdiction, the
only way we pass something by unani-
mous consent is if it has been fully vet-
ted and it is either so meaningless,
right—a congratulatory resolution or
something—and people just let them
g0; or it has been so thoroughly vetted
that it is really ready and there are no
objectors. That is not the case for this
bill.

The Indian Affairs Committee has
had its most productive years in his-
tory these past two Congresses, and we
have done it through good-faith, bipar-
tisan work and respecting not just,
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generally speaking, the process but the
bipartisan tradition of the committee
itself. We don’t have one rule for some
bills and another for others. Every bill
that has made it through this process
is scrutinized by the committee, with
feedback from Tribes and others. And if
it can be considered, it generally passes
out on a bipartisan basis. Actually, our
standard is to try to pass these things
unanimously, not just one Member of
one party and all the Members of the
other party. We try to get zero ‘‘no”
votes. If there are any ‘‘no’” votes, it
won’t pass by consent on the floor.

We have done everything that we can
to oblige Senator DAINES and accel-
erate the consideration of this bill, but
we cannot pass a bill that is still going
through the process. The bill has no
score. The bill has no score—something
that has been required—sometimes to
my chagrin—of every single bill that
comes out of the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs. I don’t love that stand-
ard because sometimes I just want to
pass a bill, and sometimes the score is
so de minimis that I think it is a little
bit of a waste of time. That is not the
case for this bill. It is going to score,
and we don’t have that score yet. And
I am not going to make an exception
for one bill. It hasn’t had a committee
markup, and there is no path in the
House.

The Senate hotline ran barely a day
ago, and offices are still reviewing it. I
want people to understand what that
means. That means that offices that
are not on the Senate Committee on
Indian Affairs are just getting emailed
about this bill. For them, it is an issue
of first impression. They are being
asked to ask their boss: Do you vote
yes on this bill that you haven’t even
analyzed? Do you vote yes on this bill,
and there is maybe 2 days—maybe
more but let’s assume 2 days left in the
actual Congress?

This is an attempt to circumvent our
normal procedures. That is not how we
do things here. For that reason, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

PETERS). The Senator from Utah.
————

AMENDING TITLE 28, UNITED

STATES CODE, TO AUTHORIZE
HOLDING COURT FOR THE CEN-
TRAL DIVISION OF UTAH IN
MOAB AND MONTICELLO

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 8666 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 8666) to amend title 28, United
States Code, to authorize holding court for
the Central Division of Utah in Moab and
Monticello.
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There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEE. I ask unanimous consent
that the bill be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 8666) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

——

GUARDING READINESS
RESOURCES ACT

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Committee on
Armed Services be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 4511 and that
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4511) to provide for the crediting
of funds received by the National Guard Bu-
reau as reimbursement from States.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. LEE. I ask unanimous consent
that the Lee substitute amendment at
the desk be considered and agreed to;
that the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3345) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Guarding
Readiness Resources Act”.

SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF FUNDS RECEIVED BY NA-

TIONAL GUARD BUREAU AS REIM-
BURSEMENT FROM STATES.

Section 710 of title 32, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘(g) TREATMENT OF REIMBURSED FUNDS.—
Any funds received by the National Guard
Bureau from a State, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia,
Guam, or the Virgin Islands as reimburse-
ment under this section for the use of mili-
tary property—

(1) shall be credited to—

‘“(A) the appropriation, fund, or account
used in incurring the obligation; or

‘“(B) an appropriate appropriation, fund, or
account currently available for the purposes
for which the expenditures were made; and

‘(2) may only be used by the Department
of Defense for the repair, maintenance, re-
placement, or other similar functions related
directly to assets used by National Guard
units while operating under State active
duty status.”.

The bill (S. 4511), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska.
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SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT OF 2023

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
rise today to speak about commit-
ment—commitment across our Na-
tion—in each of our States and towns
and cities and in the villages in Alaska,
and the men and women who have
made a commitment to their neighbors
and to strangers and to the broader
community. These are our teachers.
They are our nurses. They are our fire-
fighters, emergency responders, and po-
lice—public servants who manage ap-
plications for Federal and State bene-
fits like SNAP, unemployment, and
disaster assistance. They ensure that
our elections are well run. They get
our streets paved and plowed. They
have made their commitment to serve.
And for many of these public servants,
their States have opted out of Social
Security, and so they are not paying
into the system.

But many of them have had other
jobs in the past or will have other jobs
in the future. These are jobs that will
require them to contribute into Social
Security. In many cases, they have
contributed to Social Security for an
entire career before taking on a job in
public service. And then, when they re-
tire—when folks retire, you assume
that the Social Security benefits that
you have paid into you are going to be
receiving. These are benefits that peo-
ple are entitled to receive, benefits
that they are entitled to as the spouse
or the survivor or both.

But for decades now, the commit-
ment that these public servants have
given to their communities and to our
Nation has been returned with two
acronyms that have had devastating
consequences for, unfortunately, far
too many Americans: GPO and WEP.
For many in my State of Alaska, these
are like swear words—GPO and WEP,
government pension offset and windfall
elimination provision.

The Social Security benefits of
spouses, widows, and widowers were
first cut by the GPO in 1977. Then, in
1983, Congress went after the benefits
of the retirees themselves with the
WEP. These two provisions have been
responsible for reducing Social Secu-
rity benefits from hard-working Ameri-
cans who have earned them and then
from their spouses, widows, and wid-
owers.

And it is in Alaska where the highest
number per capita of teachers and pub-
lic employees are impacted. So when
you look at the map of the United
States and those areas where you have
the highest negative impact from the
WEP provision and the GPO provision,
it is, unfortunately, in my home State
of Alaska.

And it might not sound like a lot—
15,156 Alaskans who are impacted by ei-
ther GPO or WEP or both. These are all
their stories. These are all individual
Alaskans who have stories about how
this has impacted them—like the re-
tired teacher who is just one paycheck
away from homelessness because, after
serving for years as a teacher, she lost
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two-thirds of her earned Social Secu-
rity benefits because of WEP; or the
young Alaska widow who is in dire fi-
nancial straits following her husband’s
recent unexpected death, simply be-
cause of GPO or WEP; or the senior cit-
izen who taught for over 25 years, then
turned to commercial fishing, and then
he worked for BLM and the U.S. Forest
Service—this is a career track that you
see with a lot of Alaskans. His Social
Security was cut by over 30 percent. So
now, at 82 years old, he is still working
to make ends meet. This is not retire-
ment, folks.

These aren’t hypotheticals. These are
real stories from Alaskans who have
reached out to me asking me, as their
Senator, to help them. I have been
hearing from these folks for the entire
tenure that I have been here in the
U.S. Senate—hearing about the dis-
parate impact on Alaskans, hearing
about the inequity, the unfairness: I
have earned these benefits, and yet I
am not able to receive the full benefit.
Where is the fairness in that?

And so I have not just listened to my
constituents; I have responded and
stepped forward. In every single Con-
gress since I have been here in the U.S.
Senate, I have cosponsored legislation
to eliminate GPO and WEP, and proud-
ly so. But it has been very frustrating
because, over these 22 years now, I
have got constituents who are saying:
This is happening to me in realtime
right now.

And I have to say: This is hard. This
formula is not right. We get it. We
have got to address it, but this is going
to be expensive. So until we are able to
do more wholesale reforms, I don’t
know how we are going to be able to
help you in the Senate.

That is not a satisfying answer to
that teacher, to that firefighter, and to
that widow.

So I was so pleased to be able to cast
my vote yesterday to move to passage
of the Social Security Fairness Act. I
am proud that 72 of us here in the Sen-
ate joined together, and I am truly
looking forward to final passage of this
important measure before I return
home.

And when I get home, I will be able
to tell school districts that you are
going to have a better chance. It is
going to be a little bit easier for you to
recruit and retain good teachers and
principals because the disincentive to
work in a State that is impacted by
GPO and WEP is going to be gone for
us in Alaska.

I will also be able to tell firefighters
and the police and EMS responders
that they are not going to have the
burden of knowing that their retire-
ment is going to be less secure or their
spouse’s retirement will be less secure
after years of putting themselves on
the line in service to our communities.

And I will be able to tell my neigh-
bors and the folks I meet in the gro-
cery store and in the community meet-
ings that their service is not more of a
sacrifice than it should be.
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I am proud of the work that we have
been able to do on behalf of Alaskans
and for over 800,000 Americans in other
States who are affected by GPO and
the over 2 million people in the States
who are impacted by WEP.

In the next Congress, it is going to be
up to all of us to look at Social Secu-
rity’s solvency from a larger perspec-
tive, to work on it, debate on it, and
vote on ways to ensure that this vital
retirement program is going to con-
tinue to ensure that Americans are
able to retire with dignity and secu-
rity.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I am on
the floor today to talk to my col-
leagues about something that is hap-
pening right in front of our eyes. It is
a set of events that aren’t random—
they are connected to one another—
that threaten to destroy this country
that we love.

Everybody can see it, but for some
reason—maybe the exhaustion of the
aftermath of a brutal election, maybe
the distraction of the Christmas sea-
son, maybe just an instinct to flee in-
stead of fight—there are far too many
people who are denying to themselves
what they are seeing.

What is happening right now is that
Donald Trump and his billionaire ad-
visers are unfolding for the country in
real time a plan to transition this
country from a democracy to a restric-
tive oligarchy, where political opposi-
tion is silenced, where the media isn’t
free, and where government just exists
to enrich a small cabal of elites that
surround the man in charge.

I know a lot of my colleagues do see
how these dots exist and how they con-
nect, and I know, in your gut, a lot of
you see the specter of the disaster that
is coming. But if you don’t, I want to
spend just a few minutes laying it out.

To make things simple, I am just
going to focus on three events that
happened in the last 7 days: the rec-
ommendation by House Republicans
that Trump critic Liz Cheney be sub-
ject to criminal prosecution, the law-
suit filed by Trump against an Iowa
pollster and an Iowa newspaper, and
the decision by ABC to pay Trump $15
million to get rid of a bogus lawsuit.

First, the recommendation from
House Republicans that Liz Cheney be
prosecuted. Liz Cheney was a member
of the January 6 Commission that tried
to find some accountability for the as-
sault on this Capitol that resulted in
people dying, that resulted in an officer
with blood running down his face run-
ning into this Chamber to rescue us be-
fore the violent rioters got ahold of us.

Donald Trump did not like that nar-
rative that he had something to do
with, that he inspired the January 6
riot. He doesn’t even like the narrative
that January 6 was a riot. His events
are opened by the January 6 choir in
commemoration of the events that day.
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What happened this week is that
Donald Trump made good on his prom-
ise. He said during the campaign that
he was going to use the military, law
enforcement, and the National Guard
to deal with ‘‘the enemy within.” When
asked who ‘‘the enemy within’’ was, he
said: NANCY PELOSI, ADAM SCHIFF,
Democrats.

Now, people laughed it off during the
campaign because that doesn’t happen
in America. We don’t use law enforce-
ment to lock up your political opposi-
tion. But that is exactly what is being
recommended when it comes to Liz
Cheney. Liz Cheney did nothing crimi-
nal. There is not even a whiff of a
criminal allegation. She was just in
charge of a Commission that Donald
Trump opposed. But House Repub-
licans, taking orders from Donald
Trump, just recommended that the
next administration, the next Depart-
ment of Justice, criminally prosecute
Liz Cheney.

By the way, Liz Cheney won’t be the
last. There will be other political oppo-
nents of Donald Trump who are re-
ferred for prosecution.

Now, that would be laughable today
under an FBI and a Department of Jus-
tice that doesn’t lock up people for po-
litical reasons, but Donald Trump is
changing the guard at the FBI. He is
putting in someone loyal to him as the
next Attorney General. The person he
is going to put in at the FBI wrote a
book about how important it was to
eliminate from government anybody
that doesn’t line up with the political
priorities of the President. He has said
that the people who ran fair elections
in 2020 should go to jail because if you
didn’t run an election that resulted in
Donald Trump being elected, then you
did something wrong.

This week, the House recommended
Liz Cheney for criminal prosecution.
Donald Trump cheered that rec-
ommendation. And we are getting
ready to vote on an Attorney General
and a Director of the FBI who have
made clear that they are ready to ea-
gerly prosecute Trump’s political oppo-
nents.

This is really important to talk
about because this is one of the key
ways that democracies fall all around
the world. It, frankly, doesn’t take
hundreds of political prosecutions; it
only takes a handful before ordinary,
average Americans just decide that
they would be better off staying quiet
instead of facing potential harassment
or intimidation or a jail sentence for
speaking out the way that Liz Cheney
did.

The second thing that happened in
this last week was that Donald Trump
filed a lawsuit against a pollster in
Iowa. The grounds of the lawsuit are
simple: He didn’t like the results of the
poll. The poll said the Iowa race was
close. The poll ended up being wrong,
but he is suing the pollster and the
newspaper because he was upset that
that poll helped galvanize opposition to
him.
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That poll, which suggested that race
was close, got a lot of people to donate
to his political opponent. It gave peo-
ple in Iowa some hope that maybe a
Democrat could win. That is not al-
lowed in Donald Trump’s world. It is
not allowed in Donald Trump’s world
for anything to be in service of his po-
litical opposition. So he is filing a law-
suit that has no chance of succeeding
because he wants to try to intimidate
journalists and the press into submis-
sion.

Whether we like it or not, it just is
true that maybe in the future, a poll-
ster who has a poll in front of them
that shows a race closing, shows a race
that is favorable to Democrats, won’t
publicize that poll out of fear of a law-
suit.

Connected to that lawsuit is the
third thing I want to talk about: the
decision by ABC to pay Donald Trump
$15 million to settle a bogus lawsuit—
a bogus defamation Ilawsuit—that
would have never succeeded in court.
But ABC, for whatever reason, decided
it would be better for them to just pay
Donald Trump to make it go away.

You are seeing repeated decisions by
people in the media to just go along
with Donald Trump rather than risk
his ire, rather than potentially put
their profits at risk if Donald Trump
and his regulatory Agencies turn
against them. You saw Jeff Bezos tell
his newspapers not to endorse KAMALA
HARRIS. You have seen an effort by
Comecast to divest itself from MSNBC.
You have seen ABC pay off Donald
Trump $15 million. Over and over
again, you see members of the press
starting to decide it is just better not
to fight him.

These three things taken together
show you the playbook: Threaten polit-
ical opposition with jail, throw a few of
them into jail to show you are serious,
sue and intimidate and harass anybody
that does anything that is helpful to
your political opposition, and intimi-
date and harass the media in the hopes
that they will just go away and stop
criticizing you.

I don’t think it is a coincidence that
during this period of media harassment
by Donald Trump, when Liz Cheney
was referred for criminal prosecution,
all the headlines played it totally
straight. None of the headlines sug-
gested that the criminal prosecution
was bogus, it was built on lies, it was
built on no understanding of the law.
The headlines just said: Liz Cheney re-
ferred for criminal prosecution.

I think it is really important that we
lay out what is happening here because
this is how a democracy vanishes, but
I think it is also equally important to
talk about why Donald Trump and
Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy and
all of his billionaire friends are en-
gaged in this very coordinated early at-
tack, even before he is sworn in, to try
to intimidate his political opposition
and bully the press.

The reason they are doing this, the
reason they are trying to suppress dis-
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sent, is because they are preparing to
steal from us. Donald Trump and his
billionaire buddies want to be in charge
of government so that they can make
themselves more wealthy at our ex-
pense. They want government con-
tracts. They want to privatize govern-
ment programs. They want to get big-
ger regulatory breaks. They want
lower taxes.

Donald Trump and his billionaire
cronies want government to serve
them, but they know the only way they
get away with that is if no one holds
them accountable. So in order to steal
from us, they have to silence political
opposition, intimidate activists into
submission, and try to get the press to
fold. If they do that, then they can get
away Wwith using government as a
mechanism to enrich themselves.

If you want further proof of their
agenda, look what is happening right
now, today, as we speak: Republicans
and Democrats had a deal to keep the
government open and operating, to
fund much-needed disaster assistance,
and it was killed yesterday by the two
billionaires closest to Donald Trump.
When asked as to what their alter-
native was, they said: Raise the debt
ceiling. Donald Trump said: Raise the
debt ceiling. You will have my support
for a continuing resolution if you raise
the debt ceiling.

Why do they want to raise the debt
ceiling? It is easy. They want to pass a
huge tax cut for the billionaires in
charge of Donald Trump’s government.
That is their agenda—big, big tax cut
for billionaires and corporations. But
the only way you can do that is if the
debt ceiling is raised. The only way
you can get away with that is if you
can borrow more money on the backs
of ordinary, average, everyday people
in order to pay for that tax cut.

So we are seeing the agenda of the
Trump administration before they are
even sworn in, in front of our eyes: Rig
the rules in order to make the billion-
aires richer, and telegraph that as your
No. 1 priority to Congress.

Listen, there aren’t just democracies
and dictatorships in the world. There
are dozens of countries that occupy a
gray zone in between those poles, coun-
tries where there are still elections but
the media and the political opposition
are so weak—weak because they have
been beaten into submission by the re-
gime—that the people actually have no
power. There are elections, but the
same group, the same man, the same
family wins every time.

America has been, for almost all of
our history, a functioning, robust de-
mocracy where the party or individual
in power changes regularly because
people hold all the tools necessary to
choose their leaders. But that could
change in a heartbeat, so quickly, but
without any one galvanizing moment,
that the transition might just be
missed by all of us. You could just
wake up one day and find out that the
rules of democracy have been so rigged
that Republicans or the Trump family
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never ever lose again and billionaires
get to steal from all of us without any
accountability.

I know that sounds hard to believe. I
admit that I might be wrong about all
of this. America’s democracy is the
longest existing democracy in the his-
tory of the world. It has proven to be
resilient. It is filled with grit. It has
survived challenges before. But like
every one of us eventually disappears
from this planet, so does every democ-
racy. Every democracy has a last day.

If you look around the world, the
steps that lead to the termination of a
democracy—the termination, end of
self-governance—are shockingly simi-
lar from country to country. The
wealthy people who control the media
and the economy fold into the regime.
Better to join than to fight. The citi-
zens get scared of joining up with the
opposition movement because they are
fearful of harassment. Better to stay
quiet than fight.

If we don’t speak out more loudly
and more boldly about the events of
the last week and the way we are see-
ing a purposeful, detailed roadmap con-
structed by Donald Trump and his bil-
lionaire friends to transition a democ-
racy to an oligarchy; if we don’t fight
like hell against these nominees, espe-
cially those going to the Department of
Justice that will execute this assault
on democracy, then our Nation, very
soon, could easily befall the same as
these other destructed democracies.

The survival of our 240-year experi-
ment is facing, right now, one of its
most severe tests, and I just think it is
time that everybody woke up to that
and pulled their heads out of the sand.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
BALDWIN). The Senator from Con-
necticut.

——

THE CALENDAR
Mr. MURPHY. Madam President,

notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of the
following bills en bloc: Calendar No.
457, H.R. 15655; Calendar No. 532, S. 4404;
Calendar No. 533, S. 4634; Calendar No.
534, S. 4803; Calendar No. 535, H.R. 1823;
Calendar No. 536, H.R. 3354; Calendar
No. 537, H.R. 6810; Calendar No. 538,
H.R. 6983; Calendar No. 539, H.R. 7180;
Calendar No. 540, H.R. 7385; Calendar
No. 541, H.R. 7417; Calendar No. 542,
H.R. 7606; Calendar No. 543, H.R. 7607;
Calendar No. 544, H.R. 7893; Calendar
No. 568, H.R. 5867; Calendar No. 569,
H.R. 6162; Calendar No. 570, H.R. 6188;
Calendar No. 571, H.R. 6633; Calendar
No. 572, H.R. 6750; Calendar No. 573,
H.R. 8057.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to the measures, en bloc.

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bills
en bloc be considered read a third time
and passed and that the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table, all en bloc.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
The bills passed, en bloc, as follows:

———————

CORPORAL MICHAEL D. ANDERSON
JR. POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 15655) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 2300 Sylvan Avenue
in Modesto, California, as the ‘‘Cor-
poral Michael D. Anderson Jr. Post Of-
fice Building”’ was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

COMMANDER DELBERT AUSTIN
OLSON POST OFFICE

The bill (S. 4404) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 840 Front Street in
Casselton, North Dakota, as the ‘“‘Com-
mander Delbert Austin Olson Post Of-
fice”” was ordered to be engrossed for a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed, as follows:

S. 4404

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. COMMANDER DELBERT AUSTIN
OLSON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 840
Front Street in Casselton, North Dakota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘Com-
mander Delbert Austin Olson Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Commander Delbert
Austin Olson Post Office”.

————

REPRESENTATIVE MAXINE BELL
POST OFFICE

The bill (S. 4634) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 154 First Avenue East in
Jerome, Idaho, as the ‘“‘Representative
Maxine Bell Post Office’” was ordered
to be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 4634

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REPRESENTATIVE MAXINE BELL
POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 154
First Avenue East in Jerome, Idaho, shall be
known and designated as the ‘‘Representa-
tive Maxine Bell Post Office™.

(b) REFERENCES.—AnNy reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Representative Max-
ine Bell Post Office.

——
FIRST LIEUTENANT RICHARD
ARNE KOSKI POST OFFICE

The bill (S. 4803) to designate the fa-
cility of the United States Postal Serv-
ice located at 31143 State Highway 65 in
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Pengilly, Minnesota, as the ‘‘First
Lieutenant Richard Arne Koski Post
Office’ was ordered to be engrossed for
a third reading, was read the third
time, and passed, as follows:
S. 4803

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FIRST LIEUTENANT RICHARD ARNE
KOSKI POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 31143
State Highway 65 in Pengilly, Minnesota,
shall be known and designated as the ‘“‘First
Lieutenant Richard Arne Koski Post Office”.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘First Lieutenant Rich-
ard Arne Koski Post Office’.

——————

SPECIALIST JUSTIN DEAN COLE-
MAN MEMORIAL POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 1823) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 207 East Fort Dade
Avenue in Brooksville, Florida, as the
““Specialist Justin Dean Coleman Me-
morial Post Office Building’’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

————

SECRETARY OF STATE MAD-
ELEINE ALBRIGHT POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 3354) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 220 North Hatcher
Avenue in Purcellville, Virginia, as the
‘““Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright Post Office Building’’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

U.S. ARMY AIR CORPS MAJOR
THOMAS B. MCGUIRE POST OF-
FICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6810) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 518 North Ridgewood
Drive in Sebring, Florida, as the “U.S.
Army Air Corps Major Thomas B.
McGuire Post Office Building’’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

NELL PATTEN ROQUEMORE POST
OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 6983) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 15 South Valdosta
Road in Lakeland, Georgia, as the
“Nell Patten Roquemore Post Office”
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

——————

KINGSLAND ‘JOHNNY CASH’ POST
OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 7180) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
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Service located at 80 1st Street in
Kingsland, Arkansas, as the
“Kingsland ‘Johnny Cash’ Post Office”
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

———

JOHN MERCER LANGSTON POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7385) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 29 Franklin Street
in Petersburg, Virginia, as the ‘‘John
Mercer Langston Post Office Building”’
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

———

EDWIN L. DRAKE POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7417) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 135 West Spring
Street in Titusville, Pennsylvania, as
the ‘“Edwin L. Drake Post Office Build-
ing” was ordered to a third reading,
was read the third time, and passed.

————

CARLTON H. HAND POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7606) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 1087 Route 47 South
in Rio Grande, New Jersey, as the
“Carlton H. Hand Post Office Building”’
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

———

GEORGE HENRY WHITE POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7607) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at Block 1025, Lots 18 &
19, Northeast Corner of US Route 9
South and Main Street in the Township
of Middle, County of Cape May, New
Jersey, as the ‘“‘George Henry White
Post Office Building’’ was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

————

ALBERT TURNER, SR. POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7893) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 306 Pickens Street in
Marion, Alabama, as the ‘‘Albert Tur-
ner, Sr. Post Office Building”’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

————
COLONEL JOSEPH WILLIAM
KITTINGER II POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 5867) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 109 Live Oaks Boule-
vard in Casselberry, Florida, as the
““Colonel Joseph William Kittinger II
Post Office Building” was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.
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LABRUCE ‘BRUCE’ TIDWELL POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6162) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 379 North Oates
Street in Dothan, Alabama, as the
“LaBruce ‘Bruce’ Tidwell Post Office
Building” was ordered to a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

—————

NANCY YOUNT CHILDS POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6188) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 420 Highway 17
North in Surfside Beach, South Caro-
lina, as the ‘“Nancy Yount Childs Post
Office Building’’ was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

ARMY SSG RYAN CHRISTIAN
KNAUSS MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6633) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 9355 113th Street in
Seminole, Florida, as the ““Army SSG
Ryan Christian Knauss Memorial Post
Office Building’’ was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

MILTON F. FITCH, SR. POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6750) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 501 Mercer Street
Southwest in Wilson, North Carolina,
as the ““‘Milton F. Fitch, Sr. Post Office
Building” was ordered to a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

————

LITTLE SAIGON VIETNAM WAR
VETERANS MEMORIAL POST OF-
FICE

The bill (H.R. 8057) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 9317 Bolsa Avenue in
Westminster, California, as the ‘“‘Little
Saigon Vietnam War Veterans Memo-
rial Post Office’” was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

——
HOUSE BILLS

Mr. MURPHY. Madam President,
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs be discharged from further con-
sideration and the Senate proceed to
the immediate consideration of the fol-
lowing bills, en bloc: H.R. 6116, H.R.
7158, H.R. 7507, H.R. 7508, H.R. 8641, H.R.
8717, H.R. 8841, H.R. 8868, H.R. 8909, H.R.
8919, H.R. 8976, H.R. 9285, H.R. 9322, H.R.
9421, H.R. 9544, H.R. 9549, H.R. 9580, H.R.
9600, H.R. 9775, H.R. 10065, and H.R.
6244.
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There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged and the Senate
proceeded to the measures, en bloc.

Mr. MURPHY. I ask unanimous con-
sent that these bills be considered read
a third time and passed and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills passed, en bloc, as follows:

———

BENJAMIN BERELL FERENCZ POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6116) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 14280 South Military
Trail in Delray Beach, Florida, as the
“Benjamin Berell Ferencz Post Office
Building” was ordered to a third read-

ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
——
LARRY LAVAGNINO POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7158) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 201 East Battles
Road in Santa Maria, California, as the
“Larry Lavagnino Post Office Build-
ing”” was ordered to a third reading,
was read the third time, and passed.

———

WILLIAM E. AND ELSIE L.
BARRETT POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 7507) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 203 East 6th Street
in Lexington, Nebraska, as the “Wil-
liam E. And Elsie L. Barrett Post Of-
fice Building was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

GLADYS P. TODD POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 7508) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 1285 Emancipation
Highway in Fredericksburg, Virginia,
as the ‘“‘Gladys P. Todd Post Office”
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed.

————

WALTER FRANCIS ULLOA MEMO-
RIAL POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 8641) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 401 Main Street in
Brawley, California, as the ‘‘Walter
Francis Ulloa Memorial Post Office
Building”’ was ordered to a third read-

ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
————
SGT BILL HOOSER POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 8717) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 20 West Main Street
in Santaquin, Utah, as the “SGT Bill
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Hooser Post Office Building’’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

————
FLOYD B. OLSON POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 8841) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 114 Center Street
East in Roseau, Minnesota, as the
“Floyd B. Olson Post Office’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

CHIEF MICHAEL MALONEY POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 8868) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 609 Portsmouth Ave-
nue in Greenland, New Hampshire, as
the ‘‘Chief Michael Maloney Post Of-
fice Building” was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

—————

ARMY 1ST LT. JOHN KUULEI
KAUHATHAO POST OFFICE BUILD-
ING

The bill (H.R. 8909) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 82-6110 Mamalahoa
Highway in Captain Cook, Hawaii, as
the “Army 1st Lt. John Kuulei
Kauhaihao Post Office Building” was
ordered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

——————

SFC SHAWN McCLOSKEY POST
OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 8919) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 151 Highway 74
South in Peachtree City, Georgia, as
the “SFC Shawn McCloskey Post Of-
fice”” was ordered to a third reading,
was read the third time, and passed.

——————

CORPORAL MATTHEW A. WYATT
POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 8976) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 20 West White Street
in Millstadt, Illinois, as the ‘‘Corporal
Matthew A. Wyatt Post Office’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

——————

CAPTAIN MIGUEL JUSTIN NAVA
POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 9285) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 3913 Leland Avenue
Northwest in Comstock Park, Michi-
gan, as the ‘‘Captain Miguel Justin
Nava Post Office” was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

JUDGE JAMES R. WILLIAMS POST
OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 9322) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
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Service located at 675 Wolf Ledges
Parkway in Akron, Ohio, as the ‘‘Judge
James R. Williams Post Office Build-
ing” was ordered to a third reading,
was read the third time, and passed.
———

MAYOR ROB GORDON POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 9421) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 108 North Main
Street in Bucoda, Washington, as the
“Mayor Rob Gordon Post Office” was
ordered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS POST OF-
FICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 9544) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 340 South Loudon
Avenue in Baltimore, Maryland, as the
“United States Representative Elijah
E. Cummings Post Office Building”’ was
ordered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

ELIZABETH FURSE POST OFFICE
BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 9549) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 125 South 1st Avenue
in Hillsboro, Oregon, as the ‘‘Elizabeth
Furse Post Office Building’’ was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———————

MILLIE DUNN VEASEY POST
OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 9580) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 2777 Brentwood Road
in Raleigh, North Carolina, as the
‘“‘Millie Dunn Veasey Post Office’’ was
ordered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

JIMMY AND ROSALYNN CARTER
POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 9600) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 119 Main Street in
Plains, Georgia, as the ‘“‘Jimmy and
Rosalynn Carter Post Office’” was or-
dered to a third reading, was read the
third time, and passed.

———

OFFICER NOAH JACOB SHAHNAVAZ
POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 9775) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 119 North Anderson
Street in Elwood, Indiana, as the ‘‘Offi-
cer Noah Jacob Shahnavaz Post Office
Building” was ordered to a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———
CAPTAIN ROBERT E. ‘BOB’
BATTERSON POST OFFICE

The bill (H.R. 10065) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
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Service located at 802 North Tancahua
Street in Corpus Christi, Texas, as the
“Captain Robert E. ‘Bob’ Batterson
Post Office” was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

————

1ST LIEUTENANT ANDRES
ZERMENO POST OFFICE BUILDING

The bill (H.R. 6244) to designate the
facility of the United States Postal
Service located at 1535 East Los Ebanos
Boulevard in Brownsville, Texas, as the
““1st Lieutenant Andres Zermeno Post
Office Building’’ was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

TRIBUTE TO JON TESTER

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I
have served on the House and now Sen-
ate Veterans’ Affairs Committee since
I came to Congress, so about 14 years
in the U.S. House of Representatives
and about 15 years in the U.S. Senate.
It has been a privilege to serve as a
member and, from time to time, a lead-
er of the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs and, preceding that, the
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

For the last 4, almost 5 years, Sen-
ator JON TESTER and I have led the
Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee.

Not only did JoN and I both raise
daughters and grow up in rural Amer-
ica, but we both share the same senti-
ment that there is no one we hold in
higher regard than our Nation’s vet-
erans. This shared sentiment has al-
lowed us to work together for those we
respect so much.

I will certainly miss the starting of
our hearings in which Senator TESTER
always said, ‘‘Hello, JERRY.” And you
could hear that from time to time as
we met going down the Senate halls.

I have worked with JON on the Sen-
ate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
since 2013, and we have introduced and
sponsored and cosponsored many,
many pieces of legislation together.
His leadership on the committee in re-
cent years has resulted in major pieces
of legislation that have now become
law, that provide support and opportu-
nities for veterans, their loved ones,
and their caregivers.

Some of those landmark and historic
pieces of legislation include, in the
115th Congress, VA Maintaining Inter-
nal Systems and Strengthening Inte-
grated Outside Networks Act of 2018—a
lot of words that really boil down to
what we call the MISSION Act—de-
signed to help make certain that serv-
ices for veterans, wherever they live
and whatever kind of services they
need from the VA, are available to
them.

In later Congresses, the Johnny Isak-
son and David P. Roe, M.D. Veterans
Health Care and Benefits Improvement
Act of 2020; Commander John Scott
Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care
Improvement Act of 2019, implemented
and designed to make certain that we
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reduce and eliminate the number of
veterans who commit suicide; Fairness
for Korean DMZ Veterans Act of 2019; a
COVID fix for GI bill benefits to make
sure our veterans, during COVID, were
able to maintain their educational ben-
efits while their schools were shut
down.

Later in the 117th, the Joseph Max-
well Cleland and Robert Joseph Dole
Memorial Veterans Benefits and Health
Care Improvement Act; the Sergeant
First Class Heath Robinson Honoring
our Promise to Address Comprehensive
Toxics Act of 2022—what we refer to as
the PACT Act—designed to make sure
those who encounter toxic substances
in Southeast Asia and in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan were eligible for benefits and
healthcare; the Colonel John M.
McHugh Tuition Fairness for Survivors
Act of 2021.

Just within the last few days—in
fact, within the last week—the Senator
Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans
Healthcare and Benefits Improvement
Act, an additional veterans’ benefits
improvement act.

I rise today here at my seat on the
Senate floor to express my gratitude
for the time that JON has spent in his
career in improving the lives of vet-
erans and reforming the VA system
that millions of veterans rely upon.

JON TESTER has made a lasting im-
pact on thousands of individuals, their
families, and their caregivers, those
who serve veterans, and those who are
veterans, and their family members. He
has made a lasting impact upon their
lives and well-being and helped us keep
our commitment to our promises that
have been made to those who serve in
our military.

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to recognize Senator TESTER’S
team for their extraordinary work. We
all know in the Senate the importance
of having a strong staff that researches
well, that is intentional with our con-
stituents and values what we do.

I would like to thank: Tony McClain,
who is from Salina, KS, and who has
led this committee for many years;
Dahlia Melendrez; Carlos Fuentes; Eliz-
abeth Mackenzie; Janko Mitric; Faye
Fernandes; Bill Van Saun; Tess
Wrzesinski; Abby Roubal; Weston
Haycock; Liz Timmons; Cameron
Kroetz; Katie Adams; and Jackson
Haney.

Your work—each of you—your work
on this committee didn’t go unnoticed.
Thank you for your kindness that you
extended to me while you were serving
the chairman of the committee. Thank
you for your kindness to me when I was
the chairman of the committee and
you were serving the ranking member.
We know that without your help, with-
out your willingness to work with our
staff and our team, we would not have
been able to provide the benefits and
critical resources that our veterans de-
serve and earned.

Finally, JON TESTER, certainly I say
this on my behalf, but I say it also on
behalf of the other Members of the Sen-
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ate, certainly the other members of the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and
especially on behalf of our Nation’s
veterans, thank you. Thank you for
your leadership, your friendship, and
your dedication. Thank you for serv-
ing, as you did so well, our Nation’s he-
roes.
KANSAS AVIATION

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, last
month, we celebrated National Avia-
tion History Month. We celebrated that
across America, and I want to make
certain that we recognize the air cap-
ital of the world and the State of Kan-
sas and their contributions to the avia-
tion industry both historically and
still today.

My home State of Kansas is an avia-
tion hub. It has a rich history in avia-
tion manufacturing. This tradition
dates back to a gentleman named Albin
Longren, who developed Kansas’s first
aircraft, the Longren Flyer, which was
fully designed, produced, and success-
fully tested in Topeka in 1911, less than
a decade after the Wright Brothers’
first historic flight.

Clyde Cessna went on to develop his
pioneering aircraft, the Silverwing, in
1911, which was designed and built in
Kingman County, KS. Clyde Cessna,
Lloyd Stearman, and Walter Beech
partnered to found the Travel Air Man-
ufacturing Company, which would later
be spun off into three companies with
global recognition—the Cessna Aircraft
Company, Stearman Aircraft, and the
Beech Aircraft Company, all of Wich-
ita, where they were headquartered.

Cessna, Stearman, Beech, and over a
dozen other aviation entrepreneurs in
Wichita produced 120 airplanes each
week at the outset of Wichita’s avia-
tion dominance in the late twenties. It
was then that Wichita earned its title
as ‘‘Air Capital of the World.”

During World War II, tens of thou-
sands of Kansans contributed to the
war effort by working in aircraft
plants, making nearly 26,000 planes, in-
cluding over 1,600 B-29 Superfortress
heavy bombers.

Following the war, the Boeing Com-
pany started testing midflight refuel-
ing using the B-29 Superfortress and
eventually delivered the KC-135
Stratotanker to the U.S. Air Force in
the fifties—still one of the premier
midflight refueling aircraft for the U.S.
Armed Forces. Many of these tankers
are stationed at McConnell Air Force
Base in Wichita and some at Forbes
Field in Topeka.

Other than agriculture, the aviation
and aerospace industries in Kansas sup-
port more jobs than any other sector,
including more than 65,000 aerospace
and defense jobs across more than 450
world-class suppliers.

Kansas is the global leader in general
aviation, producing 35 percent of all
general aviation aircraft in America
and supplying 75 percent of all general
aviation aircraft since the Wright
Brothers’ first flight at Kitty Hawk in
1903.

If you fly on a private plane, you are
flying on a plane that was either built
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in Kansas or the parts were manufac-
tured in Kansas.

At the end of November, Bombardier,
which has its defense headquarters in
Wichita, KS, delivered its first Global
6500 to the U.S. Army in support of its
next generation of intelligences sur-
veillance, and reconnaissance, the ISR
platform. One week later, Wichita
State University’s National Institute
for Aviation Research received a Boe-
ing 747-8i as part of a strategic partner-
ship with Sierra Nevada Corporation
on the Air Force’s ‘‘doomsday’ pro-
gram. I would also like to highlight
that NIAR, the National Institute for
Aviation Research, a component
headquartered on the campus of Wich-
ita State University, was recently
ranked by the National Science Foun-
dation as the number one research and
development expenditure university in
the country for aerospace engineering.

Our State is also diversifying its
aviation and aerospace work with com-
panies like General Atomics and now
has 17 Kansas manufacturers working
on NASA’s Artemis program.

We are also developing essential com-
ponents for commercial space providers
such as SpaceX, United Launch Alli-
ance, Sierra Space, Rocket Lab, and
Blue Origin.

Additionally, Kansas is home to
Crew-9 astronaut Nick Hague of Hoxie,
who is currently stationed at the Inter-
national Space Station.

Museums across our State highlight
our history, highlight our future. They
include the Kansas Aviation Museum
in Wichita, the Amelia Earhart Hangar
Museum in Atchison. I also should
highlight the importance of Amelia
Earhart being one of the Kansans who
is a significant component of our avia-
tion history and whose statue now re-
sides here in the U.S. Capitol. There is
a B-29 Museum in Pratt; the Mid-
America Museum in Liberal; and the
Cosmosphere—world renown.

Incidentally, when I talked to the
Artemis astronauts, they brought up
the topic and said: “Do you know that
you have the best space museum in the
world in Kansas?’’ And they were talk-
ing about the Cosmosphere in Hutch-
inson. It showcases the rich aviation
history. They point to the continued
legacy of excellence in aviation and
aerospace in Kansas and represents a
bright spot for our entire nation.

I wouldn’t want to talk about avia-
tion without talking about Kansas.
Kansas has played a key role in culti-
vating America’s leadership in aviation
and is home to thousands of engineers
and manufacturers who have supported
America’s aviation heritage now for
more than a century. We are, and we
will continue to be, air capital of the
world not only because we build air-
planes, but because we have leaders
and students driving the industry for-
ward with innovation, ingenuity, and a
relentless pursuit of excellence.

We will continue to be the air capital
of the world because we have the edu-
cational institutions across our State
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to train and educate engineers, flight
mechanics, the whole array of the peo-
ple necessary for the industries that
are located in our State and that will
soon locate in our State to have a high-
ly trained, educated, motivated work-
force for aviation today and in the fu-
ture.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Louisiana.

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, the
holiday season is upon us and should be
a time filled with family, friends, and
joy. But this year, it is filled with fi-
nancial anxiety for many Americans.
They are struggling to pay for their
groceries, to heat their homes, strug-
gling with property and casualty insur-
ance.

But I am here to speak to those who
are struggling to afford flood insur-
ance. For over 50 years, Americans
have relied on the National Flood In-
surance Program, or NFIP, to be a
safety net in case of disaster. The pro-
gram covers 4.7 million homes, but the
program has become unaffordable, un-
accountable, and unsustainable. And
without congressional approval, FEMA
worsened this by implementing a new
risk assessment program called Risk
Rating 2.0.

This program dramatically increased
premiums, even for those who had
never flooded, and the skyrocketing
prices brought on by Risk Rating 2.0
has left many Louisiana families and
families in other States struggling
with a financial burden.

This financial strain has caused
52,000 Louisianans to drop their cov-
erage in just 1 year, leaving them with
no way to protect their homes. About
half a million Americans nationwide
have dropped their coverage. And this
was anticipated by this Risk Rating
2.0. When the National Flood Insurance
Program put it in place, they, again,
anticipated that up to 20 percent of the
people would drop their coverage.

Now, during this holiday season, the
financial burden of this program will
only increase as Mom tries to give her
kids a wonderful Christmas. That is
why this month I introduced the Flood
Insurance Affordability Tax Credit Act
to give relief to Americans enrolled in
NFIP. This legislation gives low- and
middle-income households a real-time
33-percent refundable tax credit to
combat the out-of-control flood insur-
ance premium. It is not a permanent
solution. We need serious reform. But
cutting flood insurance bills by a third
is a good place to start.

I am working on a comprehensive
NFIP program that protects families
from excessive premium hikes,
strengthens flood mitigation efforts,
simplifies the claims process by cut-
ting redtape. While we work to fix the
broken system—and believe me to say I
am working hard to do this—this tax
credit provides relief for current policy
holders, and it provides a path for
Americans who have been forced to
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drop their coverage due to unaffordable
premiums to reenroll at an affordable
price.

It directs the Treasury Secretary to
establish a program where premiums
can be paid in advance. This benefits
families when they need it the most,
like now during the holiday season
after a period of years of financial dis-
tress.

Parents shouldn’t have to pick be-
tween putting food on the table, wrap-
ping presents under the Christmas tree,
or paying for flood insurance. And with
a tax credit taking a third off of her
flood insurance bill, the mother trying
to keep this together won’t have to
make these sacrifices. She will be able
to give her kids the merry Christmas
that they deserve and protect the home
they sleep in.

By the way, I am from Louisiana, but
this isn’t just true for families living in
my State. It is true for families across
the Nation. This year’s hurricane sea-
son showed us flooding is possible in
areas that don’t typically make you
think of flooding. Just think of the
homes devastated by flooding in North
Carolina.

Americans need relief from Risk Rat-
ing 2.0. That is not the question. And
America needs to pass massive reform.
However, perhaps most importantly,
Americans expect us to guarantee that
the National Flood Insurance Program
will still be here come the new year. If
nothing happens, this program expires
at the end of this week.

I should correct that. For those who
think that the government shutdown
does not affect them, if the Govern-
ment shuts down, the NFIP program
will have a lapse. During that period,
the program cannot sell or renew flood
insurance policies or borrow from the
Treasury to pay claims for existing
policies. So my hope is that we can find
this debt deal. I support Speaker John-
son in his attempts to do so, not the
least of which is it preserves the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program for
anyone that may call upon it during
this intervening period.

So just frankly speaking, letting the
program lapse, temporarily or long-
term, should not be an option. It is
often the only flood insurance option
for many communities. And without it,
we leave millions vulnerable. That is
why I am working with the entire Lou-
isiana delegation on legislation to re-
authorize the program.

Today, I urge colleagues to support
this reauthorization, giving their con-
stituents peace of mind and protection
this holiday season.

Finally, I urge colleagues to look to
the future. Passing the flood insurance
affordability tax credit would give re-
lief to policyholders and reauthorizing
the program are only the first steps,
but they are critical steps this body
must take. And unless we want to do a
disservice to the American people and
NFIP, we should not stop here.

When we come back in the new year,
we should commit to reforming the
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program to make flood insurance af-
fordable again.

Every single one of my colleagues
have constituents who rely upon the
NFIP. If you look to this chart, every
State in the union is shaded rep-
resenting the number of NFIP claims
each State has. Those in dark yellow
have been hit hardest and have relied
on NFIP the most. They all have at
least $1 billion in NFIP claims since
1978; and 44 States have had over $50
million in claims over this time period.

It is clear Americans rely on the pro-
gram. But if we continue down this
path, the program goes bankrupt.

So my message to my colleagues rep-
resenting States that rely on the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program—
which is, frankly, all of us—let’s find a
way forward. My team has worked on a
bipartisan permanent solution that
rolls back Risk Rating 2.0, makes flood
insurance affordable and accountable
again. I encourage my colleagues to
join me in the new year to get this
done.

In the meantime, let our Christmas
gift to Americans enrolled in NFIP be
a lower flood insurance bill and peace
of mind by reauthorizing the program.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Nevada.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to confirm
a bipartisan group of four nominees—
two Republicans and two Democrats—
to serve on the United States Postal
Service Board of Governors.

The Board of Governors is an inde-
pendent, bipartisan body that provides
leadership, strategic vision, and over-
sight of the U.S. Postal Service.

Confirming these four nominees—
VAL DEMINGS, Gordon Hartogensis, Bill
Zollars, and Anton Hajjar—will give
the board a full complement of nine
Senate-confirmed governors.

The bipartisan board is most effec-
tive when fully staffed with individuals
who bring a diverse range of perspec-
tive and experiences and all who under-
stand the critical mission of the Postal
Service.

These individuals each have strong
leadership and management experi-
ence, and they have demonstrated their
commitment to the Postal Service as
workers and its customers.

As we know all too well in my State
of Nevada, the Postal Service has been
considering operational changes that
will have severe impacts on service to
communities not just in Nevada but
across this Nation.

I was proud to lead the charge
against Postmaster DeJoy’s misguided
effort to send Nevadans’ letter mail out
of State to be processed. But without
sufficient oversight from a full Board
of Governors, the Postmaster General
will be able to pursue his agenda for
the whole country unchecked.

I want to repeat that. Without a full
Board of Governors, the Postmaster
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General will be able to pursue his agen-
da for the whole country without over-
sight.

So it is more important than ever
that we have a Board of Governors that
is committed to ensuring reliable,
timely mail delivery and that it will
provide the necessary oversight of
Postal Service leadership. That is why
I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to confirm these four highly
qualified nominees to the Postal Board
of Governors.

Madam President, I ask unanimous
consent that, as in executive session,
the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
PN2289 and that the Senate proceed to
the consideration of this nomination
and Calendar Nos. 836, 837, and 840; that
the Senate vote on the nominations in
the order listed; that if confirmed, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table without
intervening action or debate; that no
further motions be in order to the
nominations; that any related state-
ments be printed in the Record; and
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The junior Senator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Madam President, in re-
serving the right to object, the U.S.
Post Office faces drastic financial
losses. Last year, they lost $6.5 billion.
They are on target this year to lose $9.5
billion. We should return these nomi-
nees and give President Trump the op-
portunity to review the Postal Service,
to review the postal picks, to review
the current situation, and allow him to
determine who is best fit to fix the
Postal Service.

For that reason, I will be objecting to
each of these nominees.

I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, may I
just say to the Senator from Kentucky
that these nominees are bipartisan—
two Democrat and two Republican. I
believe it is far past the time that we
allow our Postal Board of Governors to
be filled.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun-
ior Senator from Massachusetts.

CHILDREN AND TEENS’ ONLINE PRIVACY
PROTECTION ACT

Mr. MARKEY. Madam President, I
rise today with deep disappointment
and frustration at the House of Rep-
resentatives’ failure to take up my bi-
partisan, bicameral legislation with
Senator BILL CASSIDY—the Children
and Teens’ Online Privacy Protection
Act, COPPA 2.0.

Just a few months ago, the Senate
passed COPPA 2.0 by a resounding vote
of 91 to 3 as part of the Kids Online
Safety and Privacy Act. It was a re-
markable moment for a Chamber that
has too often succumbed to partisan-
ship on key technology issues. Young
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people and families across the country
finally had a moment to celebrate that
their government was actually coming
to their aid on a critical issue and that
lawmakers from across the aisle could
hold hands and recognize that the
youth mental health crisis was raging
in red and blue States alike.

This crisis demanded action, and the
U.S. Senate was meeting the need and
the moment with a popular children’s
and teens’ privacy bill. Help, it seemed,
was finally on the way. It was long
overdue. For more than a decade, I
have been fighting to strengthen online
protections for our young people. In
fact, if COPPA 2.0 were a person, it
would have just turned 13 and would
have aged out of our current privacy
protections for children, which I first
authored 26 years ago.

Over those 26 years, that law—the
original Children’s Online Privacy Pro-
tection Act—has been critical to pro-
tecting children online, but when I
wrote COPPA, only birds tweeted, and
“TikTok” was a sound that a clock
made. Today, our children and teens
confront a far more complicated and
privacy-invasive online world—one
that, according to medical experts and
the Surgeon General, is contributing to
a youth mental health crisis.

The stats are devastating. The stats
are overwhelming. Listen to these
stats. Listen to the problem we have in
our country: More than one in four
high school girls in the United States
seriously considered suicide in 2023—
one in four teenaged girls—and at least
one in eight high school girls at-
tempted suicide in 2023. Let me repeat
it again. One in eight teenaged high
school girls attempted suicide in 2023.
Amongst LGBTQ+ youth, the number
is more like one in five attempted sui-
cide in 2023.

COPPA 2.0 cuts to the heart of the
emergency. COPPA 2.0 bans targeted
advertising to young people, ensuring
that teenage girls stop being targeted
with weight loss pills and other harm-
ful ads.

It empowers parents and teens by
giving them an eraser button to delete
an ill-advised post, and it prevents
companies from burying their heads in
the sand and ignoring the children and
teens on their platforms.

These policies specifically target Big
Tech’s financial incentives—profitable
targeted ads—that keep kids and teens
clicking, swiping, and scrolling on so-
cial media, even to their ill health. In
fact, in 2022, the major Big Tech plat-
forms earned nearly $11 billion from
U.S. users under the age of 18—$11 bil-
lion—and those are 11 billion reasons
to oppose any opposition to COPPA 2.0.
But the tech companies—they want to
monetize the young people in our coun-
try, and we know they are doing so at
the expense of their mental health.

Who said it? The Surgeon General of
the United States. Who said it? The pe-
diatricians of the United States who
are the experts on children and teen-
agers in our country—a mental health
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crisis largely created by online social
media.

So this is an incredible moment for
us because, with that $11 billion which
the media companies and the big tech
companies make, there are 11 billion
reasons to turn their lobbying power
on the House Republican leadership
and concoct farfetched theories for why
a bill that passed 91 to 3 on the floor of
the U.S. Senate should not even receive
a vote—at the height of a mental
health crisis for young people in our
country—on the floor of the U.S. House
of Representatives.

Unfortunately, House Republican
leadership capitulated to the pressure
of Big Tech, with grave consequences
for young people. The House had a rare
opportunity to show families across
the country that it cared about their
children, about their teenagers; that
money in politics didn’t drive their de-
cision making; and that our youngest
and our most vulnerable came first and
not Big Tech. House Republican leader-
ship—they failed that test. They sat
for months on the Children’s Online
Privacy Protection Act and then re-
fused to even consider it for passage at
the end of the year. They want to wait
until next year and next year. We
brought this bill out for three Con-
gresses in a row.

This is not a new issue. It is a crisis.
Everyone knows it is a crisis. Everyone
knows that teenagers are getting ad-
dicted because of deliberate strategies
by Big Tech to absolutely harm them.
We know that, right now, if a teenaged
girl has bulimia and she goes online to
get information about it because she
has only told her mother and father,
that girl can be bombarded with ads
from companies and from others be-
cause that information is now out
there that she Google-searched.

Well, the impact on her psyche is
dramatic if that happens, and it is hap-
pening every single day because Big
Tech monetizes that girl’s bulimia or
anorexia problem. This is the bill that
says you can’t do that. If the parents
want all of that information erased or
they don’t want the girl to be targeted
with ads, you can’t do it—91 to 3 on the
Senate floor, no vote in the House for
three Congresses in a row.

They always want to wait until next
year for a Republican Congress or for a
Republican President, yes, but what
about right now? And are they actually
going to do it next year? And while
they wait, our young people will con-
tinue to suffer. Every day that this
does not pass is another day where
platforms can serve dangerous, tar-
geted ads to children and teens. Every
day that it does not pass is another day
when parents and teens don’t have the
tools they need to protect themselves
online.

Every day that COPPA 2.0 does not
pass is another day when children and
teens are suffering from suicide, from
anxiety, from depression. This is the
heart of the issue. This is the sinister
side of cyberspace. This is the harmful
side of it.
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Are we going to do anything about
it? Is it the Keynesian quality to the
internet? It is the best of technologies
and the worst of technologies simulta-
neously. It can enable. It can ennoble.
It can degrade. It can debase.

Yes, these companies tout all the
wonderful things that they are going to
do, and they actually want to put it on
steroids: AI. They are going to find a
cure for cancer. They are going to do
all these other wonderful things. We
will see.

But at the same time, we don’t have
the safeguards built around the harm
they are doing right now—the mental
health harm to teenagers and children
in our country. And it is only going to
get worse—much worse—as Al injects
itself into the system more and more:
more suicide, more anxiety, more de-
pression.

So it is a sad day for an institution
that had a historic opportunity. And I
commend the Senate leadership for
making a decision in prioritizing the
mental health of kids and teens. But I
am deeply disappointed in the House of
Representatives, where 1 proudly
served for 36 years.

For decades, the House has lamented
that the Senate’s rules have prevented
us from taking action on important
issues. And I have made those argu-
ments myself as a House Member years
ago. But when the Senate did act on an
issue critical to families and to parents
across the country and when it acted
decisively, House Republican leader-
ship decided to play politics with the
lives of teenage children in our coun-
try.

So to the kids and the parents and
the advocates who have fought coura-
geously for stronger online privacy
rights for children and for teens, thank
you. Don’t go away. Keep your energy
up. If you are knocked down, you are
hurting, just come right back. Come
back the same way the abolitionists
came back, the same way the suffrag-
ettes came back, the same way the
anti-Vietnam movement came back,
the same way the same-sex marriage
movement came back. Just get up
again. We are right; they are wrong.
We have to get this passed.

So I have been honored to be with
you. It is a very disheartening mo-
ment—very disheartening. This is an
ongoing, preventable crisis in our coun-
try. And if we don’t act and act soon,
we are going to have teenagers and
children 20 years from now writing
books about what their Congressmen,
their Senators—an older generation—
inflicted upon them, with no protec-
tions whatsoever. They will be talking
about it. They will be writing about it.

Let me finish, again, by giving you
the numbers. These are, without ques-
tion, some of the most staggering num-
bers I have ever seen attached to one
single preventable issue. One in four
high school girls in the United States
seriously considered suicide in 2023. Let
me just say that. One in four seriously
considered it. One in eight high school
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girls in the United States in 2023 actu-
ally attempted suicide—one in eight.
And one in five LGBTQ attempted sui-
cide in 2023. And the Surgeon General,
the pediatricians of our country impli-
cate—point the finger at—social media,
the self-image of these kids, as one of
the leading causes. And we are not
going to pass this legislation.

And the actions of the House and now
from Elon Musk and others who are
preventing this whole institution from
working are going to ultimately expose
all of these young people to images,
ideas, that are, in fact, avoidable.

I thank you for giving me the time.
And to all of those who worked so hard
on this legislation over the last 2
years, please get up and get ready to
come back again next year because this
is a crisis in our country. This is some-
thing that these young people do not
deserve, and their privacy cannot be
monetized. It is just absolutely wrong
and preventable.

With that, I yield back the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The Senator from West Vir-
ginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, West
by God Virginia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Blessed
be West Virginia.

————
EXPANDING PUBLIC LANDS OUT-
DOOR RECREATION EXPERI-
ENCES ACT

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, in a
moment, I am going to be asking for
unanimous consent to pass the EX-
PLORE Act, a package of outdoor
recreation legislation.

Let me just say this to you. This is
something that we all agree on, both
sides of this wonderful institution of
Congress, because the House and the
Senate are in agreement, there were
changes that need to be made. We all
agreed to get that done, but the bill we
have before us is the House’s version
without—without—the changes that we
have agreed to. And the reason for
that, the House has already passed
theirs.

And I understand my dear friend is
going to be speaking on this, too, in
the objection part of it. But I just
would like for everyone to understand
we have a chance, truly a chance. And
I have, as chairman of the Energy and
Natural Resources Committee—we
have made a focus of supporting our
public lands and the outdoor recreation
economy, which is the fastest growing
element of our economy in every State.

We all have beautiful venues in our
States. We have all been able to take
advantage of that, starting with the
John Dingell Act and working all the
way up to the Outdoor Recreation Act,
and now the EXPLORE Act. It gives a
chance for the vendors in those parks
to be able to offer a true experience,
and that is really what it is all about.
I have no objections around all 50
States.

One of the first things we did was
pass, as I said, the Dingell Act. We did
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the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. Just a year later, we passed the
Great American Outdoors Act, which
permanently funded the Land and
Water Conservation Fund and provided
nearly $2 billion per year for 5 years to
address the deferred maintenance
backlog on our Federal recreational
lands—most of our parks, our wonder-
ful, beautiful parks.

The same year we passed the Great
American Outdoors Act, Senator CAP-
1TO and I passed legislation designating
New River Gorge National Park and
Preserve in our home State, which, on
the east coast, is now one of the most
visited parks that we have. It is close
to most of the population in the coun-
try. Since the designation 4 years ago,
visitation has jumped more than 40
percent. People want to get out and
enjoy this beautiful country that we
all own.

A year later, in 2021, Senator BAR-
RASSO and I introduced the America’s
Outdoor Recreation Act, which is the
basis of the EXPLORE Act. It basically
gives you the ability now to really do
it. We reported that bill out of the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Committee
on a bipartisan basis. We tried very
hard to pass that bill by the end of 2022,
but ultimately we had some disagree-
ments with the House. However, Sen-
ator BARRASSO and I were not ready to
give up. We reintroduced the bill and
were again able to report it out with a
bipartisan voice vote.

Congressman WESTERMAN, who is
with us today in the Chamber—and we
appreciate having him over here—to
his credit, introduced the EXPLORE
Act last year, which includes nearly
every provision of my bill and Senator
BARRASSO’s bill, along with some addi-
tional House priorities.

My and Senator BARRASSO’s staff im-
mediately got to work with the House
to iron out the differences between the
two bills, and we have had bipartisan,
bicameral agreement on the negotiated
text for more than 6 months. We have
tried for months to get that passed, but
it has been blocked along the way. This
late in December, we are simply out of
runway. Time is running out on us.

I am willing to pass the House
version without those negotiated
changes so it can be sent straight to
the President’s desk because we are ac-
cepting what has already been passed
in the House, with the agreement with
the House that every one of those
changes will be done—every one of
them. It is the only path we have avail-
able to us. This is our last shot to get
this important legislation.

So, Mr. President, notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of H.R. 6492, which
was received from the House and is at
the desk; that the bill be considered
read a third time and passed; and that
the motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the bill (H.R. 6492) to improve
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recreation opportunities on, and facili-
tate greater access to, Federal public
land, and for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Reserving the right to ob-
ject, Mr. President, I want to thank my
friend from West Virginia for his hard
work on this very important matter.

I support the objective of this legisla-
tion. I also appreciate the commitment
that the Senator from West Virginia
has made and also that Congressman
WESTERMAN has made to—if this bill
were to pass today—incorporate the
changes that have been negotiated to
improve it in the next Congress. In par-
ticular, these are changes dealing with
the deployment of resources for
broadband. Those negotiated changes
would significantly improve and ensure
that it operates the way it is intended
to operate. I appreciate that commit-
ment.

As the Senator from West Virginia
knows, I am pressing very hard right
now to pass legislation that is very im-
portant to me and very important to
Texans. It is legislation called the
TAKE IT DOWN Act. The TAKE IT
DOWN Act is bipartisan legislation
that I authored, along with Democratic
Senator AMY KLOBUCHAR, to protect
women and to protect teenage girls and
young girls from a growing epidemic of
nonconsensual intimate images online,
both actual photographs and also a
dramatically escalating problem of
deepfake AI images that target real
people.

We are seeing every day more and
more women and more and more teen-
age girls targeted with false deepfakes
made using AI that appear to be ex-
plicit photographs, explicit videos.
They are victimized. The TAKE IT
DOWN Act makes the publication of
those nonconsensual, intimate images
a crime, a Federal felony. Critically, it
puts a Federal obligation on the tech
platform to remove those images, re-
move those videos when notified by the
victim.

You have a right to protect your pri-
vacy and not to be victimized. The
women have a right.

That legislation, the TAKE IT DOWN
Act, passed the U.S. Senate unani-
mously 100 to nothing. Every Senator,
Republican and Democrat, agreed with
the bill. That legislation is now at the
House, and House leadership placed the
TAKE IT DOWN Act in the continuing
resolution that was introduced earlier
this week. It is in the bill. I am grate-
ful for that.

As the Presiding Officer knows, as
the Senator from West Virginia knows,
the path to passing the continuing res-
olution has proven to be challenging,
and House leadership right now is ac-
tively negotiating and trying to find a
path forward.

I very much want the TAKE IT
DOWN Act passed by whatever vehicle
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gets it to the President’s desk because
we have an obligation to protect
women and to protect teenage girls.

I have asked the House, as an alter-
native, to take up the TAKE IT DOWN
Act on the suspension calendar. If it
gets a vote on the floor of the House, it
will pass. All it needs is a vote. So from
my perspective, I am fine with it pass-
ing as part of the CR—if a CR passes
with anything on it—or I believe it
should pass on the suspension calendar
and go to the President’s desk.

The Senator from West Virginia and
Congressman WESTERMAN have both
committed to me to use their full force
and persuasion and leverage to ensure
that, one way or another, the TAKE IT
DOWN Act will pass out of the House
and get to the President’s desk, be-
cause all of us want to protect our con-
stituents. We have an obligation to do
S0.

Because the gentlemen in question
are my friends and I trust their good-
faith representations and because we
are about to lose the good graces of the
Senator from West Virginia, who has
decided to ride off into the sunset and
leave us to the nonsense of the
swamp—both Senator MANCHIN and
Congressman WESTERMAN have asked
for a personal favor, that I not object,
and therefore I do not object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the
Senator from Texas object to the re-
quest?

Mr. CRUZ. I do not.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection—Merry Christmas—it is so
ordered.

The bill (H.R. 6492) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, these
are the relationships that we all should
have. This is the good will, knowing
that we want the TAKE IT DOWN Act.
We have Senator BARRASSO here, who
has worked so hard on this—his staff,
my staff, your staff.

I can assure you, we are behind you a
thousand percent. We going to get that
done. I just pray to God that the House
will accommodate what you are asking
for because that bill is so important,
the TAKE IT DOWN Act.

You and I cosponsored a bill yester-
day that is very important and are
working on that. But your graciousness
on this, knowing how important it is—
you have your vendors in your State—
this allows us to finally get into our
parks and maintain them, maintain
our outdoor activity. It gives the ven-
dors the ability now to get things per-
mitted so they can offer the services
people have been clamoring for, and we
saw the demand that was coming dur-
ing the pandemic.

This is really, really good news for
our country.

I just want to thank you, my dear
friend Senator CRUZ from Texas. God
bless.

Merry Christmas to all.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. And good
night.

The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, first,
I want to express my gratitude to Sen-
ator CRUZ for his very gracious effort
today on the floor of the Senate.

You talk about a champion, a ma-
ture, experienced, reliable, and respon-
sible voice in this body—that is Sen-
ator CRUZ from Texas. What he just did
today in deciding to not object to a
piece of legislation that we worked on
for so long was the right thing to do,
and we credit him for that.

We also stand here saying that we
want to do everything we can to ensure
that his major piece of legislation is
one that does get passed—out of Senate
previously—out of the House, the
TAKE IT DOWN legislation, and take
it down to the White House, where it
gets signed into law. It will be such a
benefit to so many Americans.

We stand united in this Senate be-
hind Senator CRUZ, who will soon be
the chairman of the Commerce Com-
mittee, to thank him for his efforts and
his help and his assistance on this bill
today in this body.

I also rise to congratulate my friend
and colleague Senator MANCHIN, who
will be leaving this body, on the suc-
cess here today.

If the Senator from West Virginia
would like to head over to thank and
shake hands and walk in front of me to
congratulate and thank the Senator
from Texas—

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. BARRASSO. I want to congratu-
late him on the success in the passage
of the EXPLORE Act. This is great
news for every State, all 50 States. It is
certainly most important and very im-
portant to my home State of Wyoming.

As is often the case in this body but
not often seen by the press and by the
public, this bill is bipartisan. It is a
first-of-its-kind recreation package,
and it will boost our Nation’s outdoor
economy.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis, outdoor recreation
added over $1 trillion to our national
economy in 2023—$1.2 trillion. That is
2.3 percent of our entire gross domestic
product, our Nation’s gross domestic
product. This is a big deal.

In my home State of Wyoming, out-
door recreation contributed over $2.2
billion to our State’s economy. That is
4.1 percent of our State’s gross domes-
tic product. We have a strong outdoor
legacy in Wyoming. We work hard to
support the local communities. We try
to do that by developing an outdoor
recreation economy. We do it all across
the State.

The EXPLORE Act that we have just
passed here in the Senate—previously
passed the House and will soon be on
the way to the White House—is going
to help Wyoming and help the rest of
the Nation increase access to the great
outdoors.
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This legislation does several things.
It streamlines and simplifies the per-
mitting process for outdoor guides and
outfitters.

Chairman MANCHIN and I began work-
ing on this legislation the last Con-
gress. It is the result of years of work,
bipartisan work. Senators east and
west, north and south are committed
to this legislation. It includes bills
from many Members on the House floor
as well as the Senate floor.

For example, this bill includes the
Federal Interior Land Media Act. It is
called the FILM Act. The FILM Act
modernizes film and photography per-
mitting on public lands. Now, you
think that wouldn’t be an issue, but it
is. What we have seen is, currently,
anyone who uploads a video at our na-
tional parks of the adventures they
may have had as tourists—they put it
up on a social media platform—and I
know, Mr. President, your social media
platform is heavily subscribed. People
turn to it regularly. Well, they also do
that at the national parks, put things
on social media posts. Well, you know,
in national parks right now, you have
to obtain a permit and pay a fee. You
wouldn’t think that would be the case.

The Park Service hasn’t enforced
that requirement consistently, but it
has been fining people whose videos be-
come very popular. So you would find
yourself in that position, Mr. Presi-
dent, had you gone to the national
parks and posted something, knowing
how popular your videos have become.

There are examples of families who
have been fined by the Park Service for
posting their vacation videos on
YouTube. That is not right. So this bill
updates the law by requiring Agencies
to focus on actual impacts to park re-
sources. That is not visitors’ videos.

The FILM Act is a win for the First
Amendment and for commonsense
management of our public lands.

This piece of legislation—there are
lots and lots of very good component
parts of this. It also includes some-
thing called the Connect Our Parks
Act. That bill ensures visitors to our
national parks have access to cellphone
service—realizing how vital that is to
save someone’s life if they find them-
selves lost, stranded, or they can’t find
their way back. It directs the National
Park Service to assess where
broadband and cellular service is lack-
ing in each park. The Park Service will
then develop a plan on how to improve
these services over time. This has been
long overdue.

The legislation also includes some-
thing called the CAPE Act. The CAPE
Act is a conservation victory for, spe-
cifically, Grand Teton National Park’s
native bighorn sheep. Of course, Grand
Teton National Park is in my home
State of Wyoming. These iconic ani-
mals are threatened by nonnative
mountain goats. Through coordinated
efforts with the U.S. Park Service, vol-
unteers play a major role in helping to
conserve the bighorn sheep by culling
the nonnative goats.
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Current law gives discretion to the
Park Service to donate the meat ob-
tained during these wildlife manage-
ment activities. Unfortunately, the
rest of the animal goes to waste. The
CAPE Act would allow the Park Serv-
ice to donate the hides and the horns
to the volunteers who help protect our
native bighorn sheep.

Finally, let me conclude by remind-
ing all those viewing today that Ameri-
cans love to recreate outdoors. Wheth-
er it is hunting or fishing, hiking or
skiing, we need to support these and
many other activities by modernizing
the very way that the government
manages them.

The EXPLORE Act does this, and I
am glad the Senate has passed it. I am
grateful for the cosponsorship and the
hard work and the work together I
have done with Senator MANCHIN, and I
am so very grateful that Senator CRUZ
would come to the floor and, in such a
gracious way, help us with the passage
of this important piece of legislation
on the Senate floor today.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire.

GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today because the
funding for the Federal Government is
going to run out at midnight tomorrow
night. And what is happening right now
in the House is a manufactured crisis
that has been created by Donald
Trump, President-elect, and his billion-
aire friend Elon Musk, and their Re-
publicans in the House of Representa-
tives.

President-elect Trump hasn’t even
been sworn into office yet, and already
he has thrown the government into
chaos.

That is really unfortunate because
the people who are going to be hurt the
most are the ones that we serve as Rep-
resentatives, as Senators, right here in
Congress, and that is the American
people. Shutting down the government
just days before Christmas means that
thousands of Federal workers will be
forced to work without pay.

In New Hampshire, our farmers could
lose out on disaster aid they need to re-
cover from devastating crop losses last
year. The health clinics vital to Gran-
ite Staters will shutter. The Coast
Guard wouldn’t get the funds it needs
for repairs at Portsmouth Station.
That is particularly important because
what those Coast Guard ships do is to
escort in nuclear submarines to the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.

And everyone in Congress should
know that one of our most funda-
mental responsibilities as elected offi-
cials is to keep the Federal Govern-
ment open and operating. Instead, we
are here today facing our fifth lapse in
funding in 11 years, all because there
are a few extremists who are being
egged on by an unelected billionaire
and are refusing to do their duty. And
Speaker JOHNSON is allowing them to
push us to the brink.
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We have seen repeatedly now that
these shutdowns hurt the country.
They hurt our States. They hurt our
constituents.

The 2019 shutdown cost the American
economy more than $10 billion, and
this shutdown, if it occurs, is likely to
cost more than $2 billion a week.

So, again, let me repeat that because
for an incoming administration that
claims to be focused on fiscal responsi-
bility, that claims to be looking for ef-
ficiencies in government, what Elon
Musk—the head of this Commission
that is supposed to 1look for effi-
ciencies—what he is doing is going to
cost our country $2 billion each week.
That doesn’t sound like fiscal responsi-
bility to me.

And in New Hampshire, the effect of
these shutdowns is felt across the
State. If the government shuts down,
small businesses across New Hampshire
may be unable to sign new contracts,
start new projects.

Just last year, 845 companies in New
Hampshire received contracts from the
Departments of Defense and Homeland
Security. And during a government
shutdown, these small businesses and
their employees will be adversely af-
fected. They won’t be able to plan for
the future. That will cause real uncer-
tainty on the business owners and on
their employees. The supplemental
emergency disaster funding would have
addressed a number of critical needs
that we have in New Hampshire.

Like many other States, New Hamp-
shire has been hit by a number of disas-
ters over the last few years. We have
been more fortunate than some of the
States that our colleagues represent
because we haven’t been hit in the
same way that Florida, the Carolinas,
and Virginia were by the hurricanes.
But we still have very serious recovery
needs. The disaster funding that has
been paired with the continuing resolu-
tion would address some of New Hamp-
shire’s recovery needs.

As I mentioned earlier, this unneces-
sary crisis would block disaster relief
from getting to the farmers in New
Hampshire and across the country who
urgently need it.

For example, in New Hampshire, our
farmers experienced extreme losses in
2023 due to natural disasters from frost
and flooding. I have heard from many
apple growers, from our stone crops—
apples, peaches—that some of those
farmers lost from 80 to 100 percent of
their crops in 2023. And while it doesn’t
seem like a lot of money and not huge
farms like we have in some parts of the
country, for those farmers who are af-
fected, it is their livelihood. Unlike
large single-crop farms in many other
States, our small fruit and vegetable
growers in New Hampshire typically
don’t have access to other Federal agri-
cultural support programs. More than
90 percent of our farmers in New Hamp-
shire don’t have crop insurance because
crop insurance doesn’t work for our
farms. That is why emergency disaster
relief is just so critical.
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Another example for us in New
Hampshire is our Coast Guard Station
in New Castle. It was severely damaged
during January storms. The seawall
was breached in a number of places and
the boathouse was wrenched from its
mooring. As a result, the station is in
need of significant repairs.

The bill that has been negotiated and
agreed to by Republicans and Demo-
crats—the bill that the House now is
saying they are not going to support—
it would provide over $210 million to re-
pair Coast Guard facilities around the
country, including the New Castle sta-
tion in New Hampshire. Unless these
supplemental funds are appropriated,
the station in New Hampshire will be
more susceptible to future storm dam-
age and will need more extensive and
expensive repairs in the future.

Again, that doesn’t sound like gov-
ernment efficiency to me. It sounds
like somebody is not paying attention.

And like almost every other State in
the country, New Hampshire has been
hit by a number of storms that have
led to Presidential disaster declara-
tions. Communities in our State are
still rebuilding. So the $29 billion that
is in the Disaster Relief Fund are im-
portant for New Hampshire to ensure
that this fund is solvent when cities,
counties, and towns submit reimburse-
ments.

The package that is on hold in the
House also includes funding to address
an emergency outbreak of spruce
budworm that threatens forests in
Maine and New Hampshire. And just to
be clear, New Hampshire is the second
most heavily forested State in the
country after Maine. We Kknow that
this outbreak is coming from Canada.
It is affecting our States, and it could
have a major impact on our timber in-
dustry if we don’t do something about
it now. The funding in the bill would
allow us to address this before it wipes
out significant portions of our timber
stand.

Last year, I met with a group of
housing stakeholders, homebuilders,
realtors, housing developers, tenant ad-
vocates to hear how a shutdown would
worsen New Hampshire’s existing hous-
ing crisis. We currently have a vacancy
rate, a rental vacancy rate, of 0.6 per-
cent. We know that a healthy housing
market usually has about a b5-percent
vacancy rate. So at 0.6 percent, we des-
perately need more housing. A shut-
down will slow progress on new con-
struction. It will risk hundreds of hous-
ing units that are under construction
now at a time when we really urgently
need them.

And for those low-income households
who depend on mortgages that are
backed by the Federal Housing Admin-
istration or U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, they may miss out on buying
their first homes because they won’t be
able to get a loan.

We have also heard from nonprofit
organizations in New Hampshire who
have shared that 44 percent of adults
that they serve are reporting food inse-
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curity, even at our current funding lev-
els for the Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren Program. The WIC Program—
Women, Infants and Children—helps
feed more than 12,000 people in New
Hampshire. And if we don’t act now,
funding to continue to support thou-
sands of women and newborns will be
at risk.

Let me say it again. This harm is
being inflicted on women, children, and
families, and it is avoidable. Our col-
leagues in the House—the Republican
majority—could end this today. They
could end it right now if they would
pass the deal that they negotiated,
that has been months in negotiations
that both Democrats and Republicans
in both the House and Senate have
agreed to.

Furthermore, in terms of the Federal
Government, it employs more than 2
million Americans in civilian activities
across the country. Eighty percent of
those Federal workers are outside of
Washington, DC. In New Hampshire,
there are about 5,000 Federal workers
and a quarter of them are veterans.
They are air traffic controllers. They
are Forest Service rangers. They are
Customs and Border agents. They are
safety inspectors.

We have more than a million uniform
military, including 1,100 in New Hamp-
shire, who may be affected. They will
be forced to work in defense and pro-
tection of our Nation without getting
paid.

It is shameful, and it is unacceptable.

During the last shutdown, Federal
employees had to visit food banks to
help get meals when they missed pay-
checks. And there is no guarantee that
the employees of Federal contractors
will be able to get backpay. As we re-
member the last time, we had to pass
specific legislation to ensure that those
people who lost their pay were able to
get reimbursed.

I have also had the honor of serving
as chair of the Small Business and En-
trepreneurship Committee for the past
year. Small businesses are the lifeblood
of New Hampshire’s economy. In fact,
they account for more than 99 percent
of all the businesses in our State. Two-
thirds of the jobs that are created—not
just in New Hampshire but across this
country—come from small businesses.
And yet the SBA has been unable to
give out disaster loans for more than 2
months now. That leaves more than
10,000 hurricane survivors with ap-
proved loans that they are not going to
get the funding for unless we pass this
disaster funding.

This isn’t a partisan issue. Thousands
of families and businesses in Virginia,
in North Carolina, in Florida, and
Georgia are waiting for these funds.
They are in limbo. And here we are,
not even a week—Iless than a week—be-
fore Christmas, and we are saying to
all those people who have been waiting
for months: I am sorry. We are not
going to fund you because billionaire
Elon Musk said don’t pass this legisla-
tion because it is too expensive.
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Well, he needs to look at what the
cost is of not passing that legislation.
And should the Federal Government
close, it is not hyperbole to say that we
will be leaving our most vulnerable
without proper care this Christmas.

I recently met with community
health center leaders from New Hamp-
shire. They talked about what they do
in their communities. We know that
our community health centers provide
daily care for uninsured patients, for
those who can’t afford expensive health
insurance, who live with terrible dis-
eases like diabetes and cancer. Our
community health centers are the cor-
nerstone of our healthcare safety net,
and they rely on Federal funding to
keep their doors open and provide life-
saving care to Americans.

But about 70 percent of community
health center funding is going to expire
if we don’t pass the spending package.
Should that funding disappear, health
clinics across the country will be
forced to close, and the communities
they serve will suffer the consequences.
The people who President-elect Trump
promised to protect are the people who
are going to get hurt.

And if a shutdown drags on, inspec-
tions and enforcements that prevent
air and water pollution will cease. That
puts public health at risk, especially in
our most vulnerable communities.

And with a lapse in appropriations,
the Forest Service has to stop issuing
contracts, including for timber sales,
which, in New Hampshire, even for a
short period of time, can have ripple ef-
fects through our local economies be-
cause we have towns that depend on
that timber economy.

A shutdown also leaves forest ranger
stations in New Hampshire closed,
right as we are starting winter recre-
ation season.

And a prolonged Government shut-
down will lead to delays for food assist-
ance, for Meals on Wheels, where, in
New Hampshire, we have more than
20,000 seniors who will be threatened by
or are currently experiencing hunger if
they don’t get their Meals on Wheels.
Nationwide, more than 1.5 million
meals are provided in States each year.

So a shutdown needlessly risks
health and well-being. And we Kknow
the other thing that is in the package
that the House is objecting to is the ex-
tension of telehealth benefits for peo-
ple who need it. Again, it is an effec-
tive, efficient way to provide
healthcare, and they are objecting to
it.

As chair of the Senate Appropria-
tions subcommittee that funds the De-
partments of Commerce and Justice, as
well as our science Agencies, I am also
concerned that 84 percent of Depart-
ment of Commerce employees—about
44,000—will be furloughed if we can’t
get a continuing resolution done to
keep the Government open. This in-
cludes National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration employees, who
protect life and property, on the job.
Also, we have 84 percent of Department
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of Justice staff who would be consid-
ered essential workers but would be
forced to work without pay.

In New Hampshire, we have a Federal
prison in northern New Hampshire that
is very important. It is a medium-secu-
rity prison. And what we would be ask-
ing those correction officers and those
other employees of the prison is to
work without pay, to take an IOU until
the Government is funded again.

So I think this is actually very sim-
ple. Democrats and Republicans nego-
tiated in good faith. We agreed to keep
the Government open through a nego-
tiated process. We agreed to provide
disaster relief and to support critical
needs for working families. We were
ready to vote so we could keep the
lights on here, so we could turn the
Christmas lights on at home for so
many working people across this coun-
try. And now, because the world’s rich-
est man, Elon Musk, doesn’t under-
stand what this bill actually does or
how Government works, we are facing
a shutdown that is going to force
Americans to work without pay during
the holidays. It is going to leave com-
munities in the lurch without the fund-
ing they need to rebuild from the re-
cent natural disasters.

So I urge Speaker JOHNSON to do the
right thing—stick to the agreement he
made just this week. Let’s bring this
deal to the floor. Let’s get this done,
and let’s help the people across the
country who need the support that we
promised.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FETTERMAN). The Senator from Mary-
land.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I
was scheduled a couple days ago to
come here to the Senate floor to talk
about what measures the United States
could be taking now to help relieve the
suffering in Sudan, and I plan to get to
that topic. But since I planned to come
talk about that, we have seen this dis-
aster unfolding on Capitol Hill, where
an agreement that had been reached in
a bipartisan manner between Demo-
crats and Republicans, between the
House and the Senate, to prevent a
government shutdown and to support
critical priorities around the country,
how that bipartisan agreement got
blown up because of a tweet from Elon
Musk, the richest man in the world.

And we don’t know if he has just de-
cided that he is going to be sort of the
kingmaker on Capitol Hill. All I do
know is that that was shortly followed
by tweets from the President-elect and
other members of the Trump family.
Who is leading whom here, we don’t
know. All we know is that the end re-
sult is very bad for the American peo-
ple because Federal employees provide
all sorts of vital services, from air traf-
fic controllers to nurses and doctors in
veterans hospitals, to the people who
look out for the safety of our food.
Some of them will be prevented from
coming to work. Others will be asked
to go to work without their salary dur-
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ing that period of time. All of that will
disrupt the country, and all of that was
avoidable. In fact, if the Speaker of the
House had just stuck to the agreement
that he had reached over a period of
weeks, we would not be in this situa-
tion, sort of heading toward a govern-
ment shutdown, with last-minute de-
mands made by tweet.

In my State of Maryland, we had a
provision to deal with the disaster of
the collapse of the Key Bridge in Balti-
more City. We all know the story
there: A big ship hit the pylon and
brought down the bridge. We lost a
number of souls who had been working
on that bridge.

We worked to get the debris out of
the bottom of the river so that we
could reopen the port, but the next
step is to replace the Key Bridge. And
just as the country came together to
support the people in Minnesota after
the collapse of the Minneapolis bridge,
the Maryland delegation is asking the
same of our colleagues. And we were
heartened by the fact that Republicans
and Democrats did come together in
the spirit of ‘‘all for one and one for
all” to help Maryland, just as we are
helping other States—red States, blue
States, purple States. And the bottom
line—the important thing—is they are
red, white, and blue States, and we are
helping the people in all those States
in their hour of hurt after disasters hit
their States.

I heard our colleague from North
Carolina, Senator TILLIS, who has
worked very hard to get relief for the
people of North Carolina, talking about
how he doesn’t plan to support any
continuing resolution that doesn’t in-
clude relief for the people of North
Carolina. And that is the sentiment we
should all share, not only because it is
the right thing to do but because we
recognized it was the right thing to do
when we negotiated that bipartisan
agreement.

So this moment should be a wake-up
call to everybody as we look to the
next 4 years because this Republic will
be on very shaky grounds if one or two
tweets can throw the whole place into
disarray and lead us toward a govern-
ment shutdown.

I will also point out that the fact
that the President-elect asked for an
early increase in the Nation’s debt ceil-
ing sent a very clear signal as to what
his priority is. His priority is to cut
taxes for very rich people and very big
corporations. And to make that easier,
they want to raise the debt ceiling
now, rather than take responsibility
for it themselves down the road. So
this is a preview of what the priorities
of the incoming administration are and
the lengths that they are prepared to
go to bring this place to a halt to
achieve their goals.

And, by the way, I am sure that the
richest guy in the world will just get
even richer with those tax cuts that
will be coming down the line.

So I really urge our Republican col-
leagues in the House to keep their word
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and stick with the agreement that we
reached. It is a compromise agreement.
It has things in it that I would not
have put in it, if I were to draft this
myself, and it leaves things out that I
would like to see included. That is the
nature of compromise in divided gov-
ernment, which we have right now.

So I really hope that smarter, cooler
heads will prevail and not, when they
get a tweet that says, “Jump,” say,
“How high should I jump?”’ but to real-
ly think about whether that is the way
to govern in the years ahead.

SUDAN

Mr. President, now I do want to turn
to the matter that I had planned to
talk about before this latest disrup-
tion, and that is the terrible, ongoing
killings, starvation, and humanitarian
disaster in Sudan.

Two weeks ago, I came to this Senate
floor to discuss this same issue and to
explain why I had filed what is known
as a joint resolution of disapproval, or
a JRD, to block the Biden administra-
tion’s request to send offensive weap-
ons, including advanced rockets and
missiles worth $1.2 billion, to the
United Arab Emirates.

I was joined in filing the joint resolu-
tion of disapproval by my House col-
league Congresswoman SARA JACOBS.
She filed that on the House side.

And as I said when I introduced that
joint resolution of disapproval, it was
based on credible reports and investiga-
tions, including by the United Nations,
that found that the UAE has been
transferring arms to a group called the
Rapid Support Forces, in Sudan, fur-
ther fueling this terrible conflict that
has already claimed thousands and
thousands of lives and created one of
the worst humanitarian crises in the
world.

And it is my view that the United
States should use all of our leverage to
help bring peace and stability to the
people of Sudan. It is the right thing to
do from a humanitarian point of view.
It is also in America’s interest to stop
the fighting. And, certainly, the United
States should not be rewarding any
country—any country—that is fueling
the conflict.

That is why Congresswoman JACOBS
and I filed that JRD, because we want
to use our influence to prevent the
United Arab Emirates from sending
weapons to the murderous RSF. And
after we filed the joint resolution of
disapproval, we wrote a letter to Presi-
dent Biden, dated December 2, 2024,
outlining our goals—and, again, stress-
ing the fact that the objective was not
to end arms transfers forever to the
UAE. The objective was to use our le-
verage to get the UAE to stop sending
weapons to the RSF, which the United
States has charged with war crimes
and ethnic cleansing in Sudan.

So I am here on the floor, 2 weeks
later, to say that, yesterday, we re-
ceived a letter from the Biden adminis-
tration—specifically, from the White
House Coordinator for the Middle East
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and North Africa, Brett McGurk—stat-
ing—and I am going to quote here from
the letter:

[TlThe UAE has informed the Adminis-
tration that it is not now transferring
any weapons to the RSF and will not
do so going forward.

The letter goes on to say:

The administration will work with rel-
evant departments and agencies to monitor
for indicators of the credibility and reli-
ability of these assurances provided by the
UAE. By January 17, I commit to providing
you with the executive branch’s up-to-date
assessment in that regard.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to put this letter in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL,
Washington, DC, December 18, 2024.

DEAR SENATOR VAN HOLLEN: Thank you for
your letter dated December 2, 2024, con-
cerning the Joint Resolution of Disapproval
you filed on November 21, 2024, with respect
to certain sales to the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) and in relation to reports of UAE’s
support to the Rapid Sudan Forces (RSF) in
the ongoing conflict in Sudan.

The United States has been a global leader
in trying to end this crisis, leading negotia-
tion efforts twice in Saudi Arabia and once
in Switzerland via the Aligned for Advancing
Lifesaving and Peace in Sudan (ALPS). As
you know, the UAE has been a partner in
ALPS. The UAE used its influence to bring
the RSF to the negotiations in Switzerland
while the Sudanese Armed Forces boycotted
the talks.

The UAE has also been a humanitarian
contributor throughout the war and other
conflicts worldwide. The UAE continues to
be a dominant humanitarian actor in Gaza,
as one of the only countries operating on the
ground, providing as much as $828 million
since October 2023, 42 percent of total aid
provided in Gaza in that time period.

Despite reports we have received sug-
gesting the contrary has occurred to date,
the UAE has informed the Administration
that it is not now transferring any weapons
to the RSF and will not do so going forward.
The Administration will work with relevant
departments and agencies to monitor for in-
dicators of the credibility and reliability of
these assurances provided by the UAE. By
January 17, I commit to providing you with
the executive branch’s up-to-date assessment
in that regard.

Sincerely,
BRETT MCGURK,

Deputy Assistant to the President and White

House Coordinator for the Middle East and
North Africa.

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, be-
cause we have achieved our objective,
which is to get the UAE to provide
those assurances to the Biden adminis-
tration and to get the Biden adminis-
tration to assure us that they will
monitor compliance with those assur-
ances, we will not be insisting on a
vote on the JRD at this time, which is
our right, because it is a privilege mo-
tion that can be brought up at any
time.

But I want to thank the Biden ad-
ministration, I want to thank the
White House, and the National Secu-
rity Council for working with us to
achieve what I know are our mutual
objectives, which is to prevent the RSD
from getting arms from any party.
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If you look at what is happening
there, you will find the situation get-
ting worse and worse. Since the brutal
conflict in Sudan began between the
Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid
Support Forces back in April 2023, a
staggering 11.8 million people have
been displaced within Sudan or fled to
neighboring countries.

More than half the population—that
is 256 million people—face acute food in-
security. And while the total casualty
numbers have been difficult to deter-
mine, a study from the London School
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine’s
Sudan Research Group estimates that
more than 60,000 people have died in
the Khartoum region alone between
April 2023 and June 2024.

And in a hearing before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee—a com-
mittee on which I serve—the U.S. Spe-
cial Envoy to Sudan, Tom Perriello,
suggested that the total death toll
could be as high as 150,000 people.

Both the RSF and the SAF have
worsened this crisis, with both parties
credibly accused of using starvation as
a weapon of war by intentionally
blocking humanitarian aid by reaching
those most in need.

The United States has determined
that both the RSF and the SAF have
committed war crimes. The State De-
partment has also concluded that the
Rapid Support Forces have committed
crimes against humanity and ethnic
cleansing.

I want to remind my colleagues that
this organization—the Rapid Support
Forces—traces its roots to the
Janjaweed militias and is led by a man
known as Hemedti, who, along with
others in the RSF, participated in the
genocide in Darfur in the early 2000s.

So these are bad people, and we
should not be helping any country or
sending arms to any country that is
aiding and abetting their actions in
Sudan.

And yet, that is what credible reports
have shown. In January, a U.N. Panel
of Experts documented credible allega-
tions that the UAE was violating a
Darfur arms embargo, which was first
established back in 2005 to stop the
genocide in Darfur. These findings have
been corroborated by credible human
rights organizations and an inde-
pendent investigation by the New York
Times, which found that the UAE
smuggled weapons to the RSF under
the guise of humanitarian aid.

That is why it was important that we
act. The United States is trying to
reach an end to the conflict. We should
not be sending any weapons to any
country that is helping fuel that con-
flict.

So I appreciate the administration’s
willingness to work with us to obtain
such assurances from the UAE and to
create an accountability mechanism to
monitor its compliance with those
commitments.

And I want to thank and remember
my colleagues here, Senator CARDIN,
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
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Relations Committee, my colleague
from Maryland; Senator SCHUMER, the
leader, and their teams for working
with us and the administration to get
those assurances from the UAE and to
create that accountability structure to
monitor compliance with those assur-
ances.

And while I will not be seeking a vote
on the JRD today, if, in January, the
administration determines that the
UAE has not been compliant with
those promises, commitments, and as-
surances, then, of course, we retain the
right to refile the joint resolution of
disapproval in the new Congress to
block arms sales from the United
States to the UAE—that $1.3 billion
sale.

As President Biden said in September
of this year, ‘““The United States will
not abandon our commitment to the
people of Sudan, who deserve freedom,
peace, and justice. We call on all par-
ties to this conflict to end the violence
and refrain from fueling it, for the fu-
ture of Sudan and for all the Sudanese
people.”

And that is why our message has
been that any country that is sup-
plying any actor in this brutal civil
war must stop doing so. That is why
Congressman JACOBS and I filed the
joint resolution of disapproval against
the proposed arms sales to the UAE be-
cause they have, based on credible alle-
gations, been sending weapons to the
murderous RSF. That is also why we
will not seek a vote now on that JRD—
because the Biden administration re-
ceived those assurances that I just read
out loud on the Senate floor from the
UAE and has committed to monitoring
them.

So let’s hope this puts an end to the
chapter of the UAE sending weapons to
this murderous organization, where so
many were responsible for the genocide
in Darfur 20 years ago and who, today,
according to the U.S. Government, are
committing war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and ethnic cleansing.

We should do everything in our power
as a country to end that suffering.
That is why we took the measure we
did. That is why I am grateful that the
administration worked with us to
reach this point, and it is why we will
continue to monitor this situation—to
make sure that those arms shipments
do not happen in the future.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the concern ev-
eryone in this Chamber has about the
jeopardy of disaster assistance to the
communities that so desperately need
it. We had an agreement. We had an
agreement that was reached between
House Republicans and Democrats—a
bipartisan agreement—here in the Sen-
ate. And it was to provide desperately
needed disaster relief to citizens who
were in the eye of storms in Vermont,
in North Carolina, in Iowa, in Texas—
$100 million.
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And what that meant in Vermont
was that communities that had put
money out to fix culverts, to repair
bridges, to realign roads, and who were
expecting the money from FEMA in
this disaster assistance suddenly are on
hold. Will they get it? We don’t know
at this moment.

Farms, where farmers had lost their
crops in July of 2023—and we had an-
other flood in July of 2024—and where
couples who were running these farms
and making existential decisions about
whether they could keep farming—and
we need them; we need them to be able
to Kkeep farming; we need it for
Vermont; and we need it to show re-
spect for our farmers—are awaiting an
answer as to whether this disaster re-
lief will come through.

This is going to have a huge impact
on Vermont. Our property taxpayers
who suffer from enormously high prop-
erty taxes will be pounded if that relief
doesn’t get back to those communities
where they fronted money for that cul-
vert repair, the bridge repair, and road
repair; and our small businesses that
have been hammered as well and are
awaiting an answer on whether they
can get relief from the assistance in
that program; and homeowners who
have been told that they can get
money for a buyout because their home
was destroyed in a flood—and what a
horrible thing for folks to have to go
through. A lot of that happened in July
of 2023. But then to have to go through
the constant uncertainty and bureau-
cratic delays that have been so ramp-
ant in FEMA, and we had this moment
where $100 billion was going to be
available to help in Vermont and other
States where this relief was necessary.
And it is not right that after we have
this agreement, negotiated on a bipar-
tisan basis, it is pulled out from under-
neath us.

And, by the way, one of the great ex-
periences I have had in the U.S. Senate
was working with colleagues—my Re-
publican colleagues like THOM TILLIS
and like TED BUDD, from North Caro-
lina—whose citizens suffered an enor-
mous loss from what happened in Hur-
ricane Helene. It wiped out bookstores
in Asheville, restaurants in Asheville
needing help. And it was so gratifying
to me to see that all of us, whether we
represented folks in a red State or a
blue State, whether the constituents
who were in need voted for Trump or
Harris, it just didn’t matter. Our obli-
gation was to help them. And that is a
basic responsibility that this Congress
has when our citizens, through no fault
of their own, suffer enormous economic
loss as a result of a natural weather
event.

We had this agreement. What hap-
pened? Literally, we had this agree-
ment. Speaker JOHNSON signed off on
it. Leadership here signed off on it. Mr.
Musk sent out a tweet. He didn’t like
it, and he blew the entire thing up. And
how is it that one person can have so
much power to destroy something that
the American people really need? A
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$277 million contribution to a cam-
paign gets you a seat at the table—
maybe the head seat at the table. And
that, flatout, is wrong. The American
people—those folks who suffered in
Asheville, NC, in Lyndonville, VT—
they are entitled to immediate action.

So we don’t know what the next few
hours are going to be, but what I know
is that I will not abandon Vermonters.
I will not abandon Americans who are
counting on this disaster relief. I am
going to hang in there to make certain
that I do every single thing I can to
help the Vermonters and the North
Carolinians and the folks in Iowa and
Texas and Louisiana who have been in
the path of these terrible storms.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE

CALENDAR

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, in a
few moments, I will be asking unani-
mous consent for a really special per-
son to be the Federal Cochair of the
Great Lakes Authority, but let me
speak a little bit, first, about him.

Matthew Kaplan has been nominated
to serve as the Federal Cochair of the
Great Lakes Authority, and he really
is an excellent choice for Cochair. I am
so pleased that his nomination was re-
ported out of the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works by voice
vote in November. Matthew and I have
a connection through his work for Con-
gresswoman MARCY KAPTUR, who is my
partner in creating the Great Lakes
Authority, which we successfully cre-
ated back in 2022.

I am so proud that we secured the
first batch of funding to be able to
start the program earlier this year, and
by combining Federal money with
State resources, the Great Lakes Au-
thority will serve as a new economic
development agency for the Great
Lakes Region. And let me say, most re-
gions of the country already have an
economic development authority; the
Great Lakes are one of just a couple
that have not had one over the years,
so this fills that gap.

I am pleased that I was originally
working on this with Senator Rob
Portman here in the Senate, and our
great MARCY KAPTUR has been its
champion in the House.

This important partnership will give
State and local governments the tools
they need to promote economic devel-
opment and job creation, restore and
protect our Great Lakes, ensure the re-
gion continues to lead on manufac-
turing, and so much more.

Matt is a terrific nominee to lead the
new authority. He was a key adviser to
Congresswoman KAPTUR in her leader-
ship of the Energy and Water Appro-
priations Subcommittee, the bipar-
tisan and bicameral Great Lakes Task
Force, and in drafting the legislation
to create the Great Lakes Authority.
This experience will, undoubtedly, help
him hit the ground running in his role
as Federal Cochair. He is also eager to
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be a changemaker on behalf of the re-
gion.

I urge the Senate to advance his
nomination by unanimous consent so
that Matthew can get to work.

With that, Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that, as in executive
session, the Senate consider the fol-
lowing nomination: Calendar No. 834,
Matthew Kaplan, to be Federal Cochair
of the Great Lakes Authority; that the
Senate vote on the nomination without
intervening action or debate; that if
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table and the President be immediately
notified of the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, in reserving
the right to object, I appreciate the
passion and sincerity and hard work of
my friend and colleague, the distin-
guished Senator from Michigan, who is
a dear friend whose presence I will miss
here.

We have a situation in which we have
got a new administration coming on
board, and President-elect Trump has
asked that we hold off on confirming
additional Presidential nominees until
he gets into office. It is an understand-
able request, but particularly in these
circumstances, I agree with him.

On that basis, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). The Senator from Vir-
ginia.

SUDAN

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, as I
come to the floor today, as we all
know, this is a time of incredible inter-
national instability. If you turn on the
news, you are confronted with tragic
images of conflict and displacement in
Gaza and the West Bank; broader vio-
lence and upheaval in the Middle East,
Syria, Lebanon; and the ongoing vio-
lence in Ukraine with Russia’s illegal
invasion.

Now, each of these crises deserve our
attention. What many of us may not
know is that if you look all across the
world, in terms of in what conflict are
there more people impacted daily—
with hunger, humanitarian, or literally
acts of war—where are there more
deaths than Gaza, Ukraine, and the
Middle East combined—that is the on-
going war in Sudan.

This is a conflict between two war-
ring parties—no good guys here—fueled
by external actors, in which violence
has caused tens of millions to flee their
homes, and it has left more than half of
Sudan’s population of 50 million lit-
erally on the brink of starvation.

The International Rescue Committee
recently affirmed that this is ‘‘the big-
gest humanitarian crisis ever re-
corded.” Think about that—bigger
than Darfur 20 years ago, bigger than—
some of us will remember ‘“We Are the
World” and the horrible tragedy of
starvation in Ethiopia. This is the big-
gest humanitarian crisis ever recorded.
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Yet, for the most part, the Sudanese
people feel forgotten by the world.

I rise today because this conflict
must not be ignored and because Amer-
ica must lead—not back away—in
times like these, when suffering and
terror are at their peak.

At the heart of this crisis is the on-
going violence between the Sudanese
Armed Forces, called SAF, and the
Rapid Support Forces, RSF, fighting
for control over this country. It is esti-
mated that the fighting and resulting
food crisis have killed upwards of more
than 100,000 Sudanese and left literally
millions on the verge of starvation.

Both SAF and RSF have inflicted
horrible tragedies and atrocities on the
people of Sudan. The State Department
has accused members of both SAF and
RSF of war crimes, while members of
the RSF and allied militias stand ac-
cused of additional crimes against hu-
manity and ethnic cleansing.

A recent United Nations report docu-
ments ‘‘large-scale human rights and
international humanitarian law viola-
tions” by both sides and also, par-
ticular to RSF, horrific alleged sexual
crimes, including ‘“‘widespread sexual
and gender-based violence, rape, sexual
slavery, abduction, and recruitment
and use of children in hostilities.”

These atrocities, over nearly 2 years
of conflict, have left the Sudanese pop-
ulation of more than 50 million in
total—over 25 million of those in des-
perate need of food assistance. Health
and sanitation conditions have contrib-
uted to spiraling outbreaks of cholera,
malaria, dengue fever, and other dis-
eases.

Our Ambassador to the United Na-
tions said in recent months that this
conflict and resulting conditions place
millions of Sudanese ‘‘on the verge of a
generational famine.” Due to these
conditions, more than 14 million Suda-
nese have been forced to flee their
homes, with large numbers actually
seeking refuge in neighboring coun-
tries, which, again, risks broader desta-
bilization.

I think one of the newest countries in
the world—very poor—is South Sudan.
If you are fleeing to South Sudan,
Chad, or Ethiopia because Sudan is in
such challenging states, that could
lead to destabilization across all of
east Africa.

And as much as we cite these statis-
tics, the real truth is we don’t really
know because this civil war has, for the
most part, completely excluded all out-
side media.

From what I have learned over the
last year—and there are other Members
of this body who have spoken on this
issue—omne thing is clear to me: This is
a catastrophe. First and foremost, the
Sudanese need humanitarian aid; and
aid workers, humanitarian actors, and
local Sudanese volunteers need safe ac-
cess to respond. But despite public
promises to the contrary, both SAF
and the RSF have consistently erected
physical and bureaucratic barriers to
deny, delay, and otherwise hinder hu-
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manitarian aid from reaching those
displaced civilians, even, at times, tar-
geting and literally killing aid work-
ers.

As we mark the human tragedies of
this conflict, we must also recognize
the conflict’s political tragedy. The
outbreak of this violence a couple of
years ago came just after the historic
pro-democracy protests that swept
parts of Sudan in 2019, when literally
hundreds of civic, professional, and po-
litical organizations came to call for
an end and actually got rid of then-
President Omar al-Bashir’s govern-
ment. That government had lasted
since 1989—for 30 years—and it had,
again, a historic record of depriving
citizens and trampling on human
rights.

So what happened was these groups
came together and ousted Bashir with
the promise of a democracy. Yet both
sides, after a year or so of some back
and forth, instead started this warring
civil war that, rather than bring demo-
cratic reform, has again brought un-
precedented levels of violence, bru-
tality, and depravation.

Now, the Biden administration has
helped. They are currently the largest
donor of humanitarian aid and just
today—just today—added $200 million
more to that humanitarian aid. The
Biden administration—again, through
the Special Envoy for Sudan, Tom
Perriello—a former Congressman from
Virginia, I might add—has leveraged
sanctions to pressure actors fueling the
conflict, and that has resulted in in-
creased humanitarian access into the
country and has particularly provided
critical assistance to local responders,
including the Sudanese Emergency Re-
sponse Rooms, which are led by com-
munity members in Sudan who, often-
times at risk of their own lives, have
been truly incredible on the ground.
They actually were nominated for the
Nobel Peace Prize.

Yet, despite this aid, the violence
continues to escalate, not deescalate;
and starvation, disease, and death are
increasing, not decreasing. So we can’t
just look at the current conditions and
say anything other than the following:
that we and, frankly, the world have
come up short on this conflict. The
vacuum created by the lack of a coordi-
nated international response has been
filled by a considerable degree of out-
side influence, with foreign govern-
ments and foreign entities, frankly,
backing proxies on both sides.

Russia, always willing to spread mis-
chief, is actually fueling parts of war-
ring factions on both sides. The UAE,
Saudi Arabia, and Egypt—in many
ways our allies—they have supported
humanitarian aid; but at the same
time, they have almost created a proxy
battle with UAE supporting the RSF
and, oftentimes, Saudi Arabia and
Egypt supporting SAF, which really
needs to be called out.

Foreign business entities are prof-
iting—literally billions and billions of
dollars—from this conflict.
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This week, I sent a letter to Presi-
dent Biden, along with Senator RISCH
and other bipartisan colleagues, urging
the administration to take additional
steps to ensure that humanitarian aid
continues to flow and that the actual
external parties who are fueling the
conflict be held accountable, including,
in particular, the administration to
sanction business entities profiting
from the illegal and illicit smuggling
of Sudanese gold.

Many of us remember the conflicts in
central Africa years ago with blood
diamonds. In many ways in size and
scale, the profiting coming from min-
ing, extraction, and then smuggling of
Sudanese gold dwarfs those other ac-
tivities. The truth is, Sudan is one of
Africa’s largest gold producers and has
a gold industry worth, literally, bil-
lions of dollars. And while both SAF
and RSF control some of the mines,
the RSF controls the vast majority.
And over the past decade, its leader-
ship has, frankly, funded a lot of itself
by taking that gold and illegally smug-
gling it to then raise money for arms,
for propaganda, and to fund their ef-
forts.

The U.S. Department of the Treasury
has identified gold operations as ‘‘a
vital source of revenue for the
RSF,” and as has been documented by
the United Nations, these revenues go
directly into fueling this conflict.

And while the true scale of this
whole illicit gold network is obscured,
the truth is, most of this gold is ending
up in companies in the UAE. Reports
have further linked not only this gold
going to the UAE, but also, the noto-
rious Russia Wagner group has been
skimming off part of this and using
these funds to support conflict from
Wagner group not only in other proxy
wars in Africa but also back to help
Russia in Ukraine.

Finally, the Treasury Department
has taken steps in recent months to
designate certain commercial entities
in the UAE for sanctions, but more can
and must be done to disrupt these rev-
enue streams. We must stop all of the
revenue that is going to funding, again,
the conflict where more people are dis-
placed and die every day than in Gaza
and Ukraine combined.

Through tools 1like the Global
Magnitsky Act and Executive orders
already in the books, the administra-
tion can and must hold to account not
only the warring parties, but also these
external actors who are aiding and
abetting this conflict. And we must
stop these foreign entities, some who
are our allies, from arming these war-
ring parties.

As I mentioned before, there are de-
tailed and well-reported allegations
from news organizations and from our
intelligence community about foreign
weapons and other support into the
hands of both RSF and SAF. Media re-
ports point to alleged involvement, as I
mentioned, from many countries—
Saudi Arabia, UAE, Egypt—into arms
in this region.
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And while there are decades-old arms
embargoes that impact the Darfur re-
gion of Sudan, this new conflict is at a
new scale and takes in wide swaths of
the country that weren’t in conflict in
Darfur.

It is time for the United States,
alongside its allies and partners, to
urge the U.N. Security Council to ex-
pand the existing Darfur embargo
across all of Sudan. We must make
clear to all countries around the world
that any foreign government or entity
that is providing support for either side
of this civil war, that allows it to con-
tinue to drag on—to have this massive,
worst humanitarian crisis ever—those
entities must be held accountable.

And beyond foreign actors ending
support to warring parties, it is incum-
bent on all of these countries—all of
these countries—many of which we
have very close relationships with, to
work towards a ceasefire and a civilian
government in Sudan. There is also
more that can actually be done here at
home.

Last spring, my colleague Senator
KAINE and I called on the Biden admin-
istration to issue a new temporary pro-
tective status—what we call TPS—for
certain Sudanese individuals living in
the United States who are unable to re-
turn to their country due to this con-
flict. I was pleased, in August of last
year, that the administration took
that step, allowing those individuals
not to go back to this worst conflict in
the world.

The problem is, that designation runs
out next spring. And I call on the ad-
ministration to extend that designa-
tion before they leave office.

One of the things that we are proud
of in Virginia is that we are home to a
large Sudanese diaspora. I am lucky
enough to have part of that Sudanese
diaspora—I am proud to have—work on
my staff, one of my rising legislative
assistant stars. I have heard from those
members of that community on a reg-
ular basis that we have to do more.

In fact, the Sudanese people didn’t
ask for this war. They threw out a dic-
tator of 30 years and said we ought to
bring in a democracy. The rest of the
world focused a little bit of attention,
but, when it got messy, they turned
away.

We need a government in Sudan that
reflects the struggle that the young
people and civil society groups brought
in 2019 and not have that promise
sniffed out.

We find ourselves about a month
away from a new administration in
Washington. I have worked and pledge
to work with the incoming Trump ad-
ministration where I can. I make the
appeal right now. But Sudan should be
one of those areas. We have to make
sure that we show American leadership
in this crisis.

The truth is, if we could actually re-
solve this major conflict in Africa,
where we show that we care about Afri-
cans Kkilling Africans—supported by
outside forces that we call our allies in
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certain ways—we can do remarkable
things in terms of restoring America’s
image as a protector of democracy and
the aspirations of people all over the
world.

We have to also make sure that all of
the international partners continue to
work to bring humanitarian assistance
and put their pressure, as well, on the
funders and suppliers of the arms that
go into this conflict.

There are more things the adminis-
tration can do. The unfortunate truth
is this probably won’t be resolved by
January 20. One of the things that was
in the NDAA, that I know the Presi-
dent will sign, will be a more perma-
nent status for the Special Envoy for
Sudan. It is my hope that the Trump
administration will choose someone of
similar caliber to Tom Perriello to
continue this critically important role.

Again, I want to thank friends like
the incoming chairman of the Foreign
Relations Committee, Jim Risch, who
partnered with this. This is a bipar-
tisan issue. We can’t let it lie fallow
any longer. We can’t forget, when we
turn on these images and we see Gaza,
Ukraine, Lebanon and Syria, that
there is something actually worse hap-
pening in Africa that we could help
bring a conclusion to. I know we can do
more. I pray we will do more.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 3593

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I rise
today to talk about a subject you know
a lot about, as we share serving the
great State of Nevada. I am here to
talk about public land management in
Nevada and the challenges that my
State—our State—is facing as our com-
munities continue to grow.

Some in this Chamber may be un-
aware, but my State of Nevada is
unique. We have the highest percentage
of land owned by the Federal Govern-
ment. BEighty-five percent of our State
is made up of Federal land. Let me re-
peat that: 85 percent. This means Ne-
vada has to rely on Federal legislation
to do things like making land available
to provide more affordable housing,
more schools, more parks, more
churches, more fire stations, and police
departments in every single county in
Nevada.

Think about that. We need to pass
bills here in Congress, in Washington,
and have the President sign them into
law to do local things that most other
States can just have their local govern-
ments do.

That is why in Washoe County, the
second largest county in the State,
those types of everyday actions—well,
they just haven’t been taken in years,
and we are starting to feel it.

Over the last few decades, Nevada has
brought in new industries and created
good-paying jobs in and around Washoe
County. From Reno to Sparks, we are
creating jobs in technology, critical
minerals, battery recycling, and so
much more. This is leading to an eco-
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nomic and population boom that,
frankly, is helping our residents pros-
per. But it is also placing a great strain
on things like the supply of housing.

But, again, because 85 percent of Ne-
vada is made up of public lands,
Washoe County relies on resource man-
agement plans to grow our community.
Well, I am sad to say this, but the cur-
rent plans on the books—and you know
this too well, Madam President—they
are more than 20 years old. So even as
the population of the county has grown
more than twice the rate of the overall
U.S. population in the last decade, we
are using current plans over 20 years
old. As our State grows and more peo-
ple move in, it is critical that we take
steps to manage responsible growth
and development of our local commu-
nities so we protect our beautiful pub-
lic lands and we support our Tribes and
economic development, alike.

Without new Federal legislation,
Washoe County is stuck. They are just
stuck. It can’t grow, it can’t accommo-
date its increasing population, and it
can’t protect the spaces where people
recreate or come to visit in our beau-
tiful State.

For the last few years, I have been
working closely with a diverse range of
local stakeholders, from conservation
and outdoor recreation groups to local
governments and Tribal leadership, to
draft a proposal that has the best bal-
ance. We released a working draft, and
we took public input from Nevadans,
and we developed my Truckee Meadows
Public Lands Management Act, or, as
we know it, the Washoe County lands
bill.

I am going to tell you a little bit
about the bill.

My bill is balanced. It is thoughtful.
It has a thoughtful approach that I
worked on for more than 4 years to do
a few things. We have to allow for new
economic development opportunities.
We have to make more land available
for affordable housing; this is on the
top of everyone’s list. We want to pro-
tect nearly 1 million acres of land for
recreation in our gorgeous State. We
want to convey parcels to local entities
for public purposes, like schools and
water treatment facilities. And we
want to place some of our land into
trust for three different Tribes in
northern Nevada.

This bill has broad, local support
from Republicans and Democrats,
alike, in Nevada. I introduced the final
version of this bill nearly 1 year ago. It
has gone through a committee hearing.
It has been marked up, and it has been
passed out of committee. My team and
I spent years discussing this legislation
with relevant committees, and for
months—Iliterally, for months—we
have been working to include this bill
in a public lands package.

We have consistently reached out to
Senators and staffs on both sides of the
aisle to get the bill passed—a bill very
specific to Nevada, for the benefit of
Nevadans. And we have an open door
for any recommended changes to get
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this critical legislation across the fin-
ish line. And yet we still haven’t been

able to get a vote here in the Senate.

One thing I want to tell you for sure
is T am not going to allow typical
Washington gridlock like we have seen
here to block this bill that my con-
stituents—our constituents—are rely-
ing on for more affordable housing,
stronger communities, and for pro-
tected lands.

So, today, I am taking matters into
my own hands. I stand here, today,
asking for my colleagues’ cooperation
to support the State of Nevada, to sup-
port our ability to grow and build our
communities, and protect and preserve
the beauty in our great State, and sup-
port the passage of my Washoe County
lands bill by unanimous consent.

Notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 604, S. 3593; that
the committee-reported substitute
amendment be agreed to; that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and

laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam Premdent
reserving the right to object, this bill
does two things my friend and col-
league from Nevada mentioned. It
would eliminate multiple-use manage-
ment from hundreds of thousands of
acres of Federal land. It would also
grant authority to the Secretary of the
Interior to convey thousands of acres
of Federal land to local governments in
Nevada. Other Western States are try-
ing to do this exact same thing.

Former Majority Leader Harry Reid
cut special deals in the past like this
for Nevada. I am happy to work with
my friend and colleague from Nevada,
but Congress should not enact another
special deal for Nevada when other
Western States are seeking similar leg-
islation.

Therefore, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nevada.

Ms. ROSEN. Madam President, I look
forward to continuing to work with the
Senator from Wyoming on approving
this bill. But for me, today, it is be-
yond disappointing that Washington’s
business-as-usual approach is once
again getting in the way of my bill
passing.

The legislation would not cost any
additional taxpayer money, and it
would not directly impact any State
other than Nevada. And it would allow
Washoe County to be able to serve its
business community, Tribal commu-
nities, and the people who live there.
All it is going to do is protect our out-
door spaces, support local Tribal com-
munities, and expand economic devel-
opment opportunities, including the
much needed affordable housing, des-
perately needed by so many.

Today’s outcome is frustrating. I
want to assure the people of Nevada
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that my colleagues and I will continue
to work on this issue. It is not settled,
and the fight to get Nevada lands for us
to be able to use in smart ways is not
over. I will reintroduce this legislation
next Congress, and I will continue
fighting until my Washoe County lands
bill is passed and Nevadans are better
able to responsibly build in and protect
our State.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

———

THE CALENDAR

Mr. WYDEN. Notwithstanding rule
XXII, T ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of the following bills en
bloc: Calendar No. 586, S. 2160 and H.R.
7938, which was received from the
House and is at the desk.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc.

Mr. WYDEN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment, where applicable,
be agreed to; that the bills, as amend-
ed, if amended, be considered read a
third time and passed; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills passed, en bloc, as follows:

——

URBAN CANAL MODERNIZATION
ACT

A Dbill (S. 2160) to amend the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 to
authorize certain extraordinary oper-
ation and maintenance work for urban
canals of concern, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Urban Canal
Modernization Act’.

SEC. 2. EXTRAORDINARY OPERATION AND MAIN.-
TENANCE WORK PERFORMED BY THE
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 9601 of the Omnibus
Public Land Management Act of 2009 (43 U.S.C.
510) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), (3),
4), (5), (6), and (7) as paragraphs (2), (3), (4),
), (6), (7), and (1), respectively;

(2) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘et seq.)’’ and inserting ‘‘et seq.))’’;

(3) in paragraph (4) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘“‘mean’’ and inserting ‘“‘means’’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

““(8) URBAN CANAL OF CONCERN.—The term
‘urban canal of concern’ means a transferred
works or segment of a transferred works that is
a canal reach—

“(A) the failure of which would result in an
estimated at-risk population of more than 100
individuals, as determined by the Secretary,
pursuant to the guidelines and criteria devel-
oped under section 9602(a); and

“(B) that is determined by the Secretary to be
classified as an urban canal reach.’’.

(b) EXTRAORDINARY OPERATION AND MAINTE-
NANCE WORK ON URBAN CANALS OF CONCERN.—
Section 9603 of the Omnibus Public Land Man-
agement Act of 2009 (43 U.S.C. 510b) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)—
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(4) by striking “‘(a)” and all that follows
through ‘“The Secretary’ and inserting the fol-
lowing:

“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—

‘““(1) PROJECT FACILITIES.—The Secretary’’;
and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(2) URBAN CANALS OF CONCERN.—The Sec-
retary or the transferred works operating entity
may carry out, in accordance with subsection
(b), any extraordinary operation and mainte-
nance work on an urban canal of concern that
the Secretary determines to be necessary pursu-
ant to the guidelines and criteria set forth in
section 9602(a).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

““(3) URBAN CANALS OF CONCERN.—Except in
the case of emergency extraordinary operation
and maintenance work carried out under sub-
section (c), of the total costs of extraordinary
operation and maintenance work on an urban
canal of concern conducted under subsection
(@)(2)—

“(A) 25 percent shall be provided by the Sec-
retary on a nonreimbursable basis;

‘““(B) 10 percent shall be provided by the appli-
cable State or political subdivision of the appli-
cable State in which the extraordinary oper-
ation and maintenance work is being conducted;
and

‘“(C) the remaining amounts shall be ad-
vanced by the Secretary in accordance with
paragraph (2), to be repaid by the transferred
works operating entity in accordance with that
paragraph.’”’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (7) as para-
graph (8); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (6) the fol-
lowing:

“(7) LIMITATION FOR URBAN CANALS OF CON-
CERN.—Not more than $300,000,000 shall be made
available from the Account to pay the Federal
costs of extraordinary operation and mainte-
nance work on urban canals of concern con-
ducted under section (a)(2), unless an appro-
priations Act provides funds for payment of
Federal costs for such purposes in excess of that
amount.”’.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 2160), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

KLAMATH BASIN WATER
AGREEMENT SUPPORT ACT OF 2024

A Dbill (H.R. 7938) to amend the Klam-
ath Basin Water Supply Enhancement
Act of 2000 to provide the Secretary of
the Interior with certain authorities
with respect to projects affecting the
Klamath Basin watershed, and for
other purposes, was ordered to a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed.

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I am
very pleased my legislation has just
passed.

I particularly want to express my
thanks to my colleague and friend, my
neighbor, Senator BARRASSO, and staff
John Tanner and others—Jack and
Vincent and Kristin and Tori and
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Sam—who have been a big help in this
effort.

This legislation, by my Republican
colleague from eastern Oregon, Con-
gressman BENTZ, is a companion bill to
my bill, S.482, which would uphold
promises made by the Federal Govern-
ment to farmers and Tribes in the
Klamath Basin. The Klamath Basin is
the subject of one of the largest river
restoration projects in history.

As a result of this work, new habitats
are being opened up to recover cul-
turally important fish and wildlife and
provide more flexibility for managing
water deliveries to farmers in the
Klamath Basin. The promise that was
made to agricultural communities and
agreed to by stakeholders in the Klam-
ath Basin is that they would receive
support for the work that must now be
completed to avoid conflict, work like
putting fish screens on water diver-
sions.

I commend the House for passing this
legislation on suspension, and I am
really pleased that my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle are going to
allow us to make sure that we don’t
lose this critical and timely oppor-
tunity to finally live up to a promise
made to these local communities near-
ly a decade ago.

I will close with this. I promised that
I would have an open-to-all townhall
meeting in every county in my State. I
just cleared townhall meeting No. 1,100.
That means that 1,100 times, for 90
minutes, we just said we are going to
throw open the doors of government
and listen to folks. I am not giving any
speeches or using any teleprompters or
whatever, just letting people share
their views.

And it was there that I heard about
this idea, this idea that is being ad-
vanced now on a bipartisan basis. Con-
gressman BENTZz, my colleague from
eastern Oregon, myself, my home is in
southeast Portland, urban and rural,
Democrats and Republicans, coming
together to do something that makes a
lot of sense.

And I want to also, while I am mak-
ing these remarks, thank my senato-
rial colleague Senator MERKLEY, who is
a senior member of the Appropriations
Committee. He has been doing so much
good work on the Klamath over the
years.

The passage of this legislation to-
night is a good win for rural Oregon,
long overdue.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 5509

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 5509 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation; that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed; and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?
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The Senator from Wyoming.

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President,
reserving the right to object. This bill
is not the right response to address the
permitting challenges at the Depart-
ment of the Interior. The bill would
create a duplicative database, and the
database would lack privacy protec-
tions for sensitive business informa-
tion. I am committed to addressing
permitting challenges. This bill is not
the right answer, and, therefore, I ob-
ject.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The Senator from California.

—————

CONGRATULATING THE LOS ANGE-
LES GALAXY FOR WINNING THE
2024 MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER CUP

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, the Senate proceed
to the consideration of S. Res. 936, sub-
mitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 936) congratulating
the Los Angeles Galaxy for winning the 2024
Major League Soccer Cup.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PADILLA. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the
preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s (legislative day of
December 16, 2024) RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

NOMINATION OF SERENA RAQUEL MURILLO

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, as
we conclude the final week of the 118th
Congress, and we bring to a close the
historic—truly historic—Biden-Harris
administration, we look back on the
biggest accomplishments of this body.

Now, serving on the Senate Judiciary
Committee alongside my partners over
the years, Senators Dianne Feinstein,
Senator Laphonza Butler, and as of
last week, Senator ADAM SCHIFF, I am
particularly proud to have played a
role in the confirmation of a nearly
record number of President Biden’s
Federal judicial nominees.

Today, I want to ask for your support
on the final two nominees that are
awaiting confirmation by this body.

So first let me introduce to you
Judge Serena  Murillo, President
Biden’s nominee to serve on the U.S.
District Court for the Central District
of California, the proud daughter of a

936) was
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waitress and a Mexican-American
farmworker who went back to school
to become a teacher.

Judge Murillo was born in Pomona,
CA. She earned her undergraduate de-
gree from the University of California-
San Diego and earned her law degree
from Loyola Law School in Los Ange-
les. And after a year in private prac-
tice, Judge Murillo joined the District
Attorney’s Office in Los Angeles where
she served as a prosecutor for the next
7 years.

In the District Attorney’s Office, she
served as both a trial and appellate at-
torney, and throughout her time there,
she tried 68 cases to verdict. Now, since
2015, Judge Murillo has served as a
judge on the Los Angeles Superior
Court and was even appointed justice
pro tem on the California Court of Ap-
peals, Second Appellate District, from
2018 to 2019.

Her deep experience across the whole
spectrum of criminal and civil law, and
her reputation for thoughtfulness, fair-
mindedness, courtesy, and hard work
on the bench will make her a tremen-
dous district judge if she earns this
body’s support. On her behalf and on
behalf of the people of California, I ask
for your ‘‘aye’ vote for this nomina-
tion.

NOMINATION OF BENJAMIN J. CHEEKS

Madam President, now this week, we
will also consider the nomination of
Judge Benjamin Cheeks to serve on the
U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of California. Judge Cheeks
was born in Albany, GA, and raised by
a single mother who worked multiple
jobs to provide for him and his siblings.

Recognizing that education was the
key to a better future, he worked hard
and earned a full scholarship to attend
the University of Miami, and he went
on to earn his law degree from Amer-
ican University, Washington College of
Law.

After law school, Judge Cheeks
served as an assistant district attorney
in Manhattan for 7 years. And then the
light went off, and he made his way to
California where he served as assistant
U.S. attorney for the Southern District
of California.

Three years later, he started his own
criminal defense practice serving on a
panel to represent defendants who
could not afford private attorneys. And
earlier this year, Judge Cheeks was
unanimously selected by members of
the U.S. District Court for the South-
ern District to serve as a magistrate
judge. That says a lot. And it says a lot
about the qualifications, the values,
the approach, and the great service he
will provide as a district judge with
your support.

So two more-than-qualified, more-
than-ready-to-serve nominees awaiting
our confirmation. I ask you, col-
leagues, for your support.

TRIBUTE TO TONY CARDENAS

Madam President and colleagues, I
rise today to congratulate and to
thank Congressman TONY CARDENAS as
he prepares to retire after 12 distin-
guished years of service in the U.S.
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House of Representatives and 28 years
in public service overall.

Since his time in the House, he has
been a tremendous, aggressive, effec-
tive, and passionate member of the
California delegation in particular, and
one of the true stars of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus.

He is my fellow ‘‘tiger’” from San
Fernando High School. He was my first
boss in politics, and, more recently—to
the thrill of our wives—my roommate
here in Washington. For many decades
now, TONY has been a cherished friend
and truly a brother in politics and in
life.

ToNY CARDENAS is a champion for the
San Fernando Valley and has been for
nearly three decades, and TONY’s story
and legacy deserves to be celebrated
and remembered. And that is why I
choose to make these remarks today,
so that they are a permanent record;
yes, even here in the U.S. Senate.

Now, he was raised just a few blocks
from where I grew up in the proud
working-class community of Pacoima.
ANTONIO “TONY” CARDENAS was born
on March 31, 1963, the youngest of 11
children born to Andrés and Maria
Cardenas.

And, yes, TONY is just a few years
ahead of me, but our stories followed
similar paths. TONY’s parents and my
father are from the same State of
Jalisco in Mexico, and they immi-
grated to the United States in search
of a better life—in pursuit of the Amer-
ican dream, Colleagues, that you know
I fight so hard to defend.

We both attended Telfair Elementary
School and went on to attend San Fer-
nando high school. And when it came
time to attend college, despite discour-
agement from some of our teachers, we
both went on to college and earned en-
gineering degrees.

Yet it is in part because of TONY and
his passion and commitment to com-
munity that I left what could have
been a very promising and fruitful ca-
reer in engineering to pursue public
service. When ToNY first set out to
make a difference and run for the State
Assembly in 1996, he actually took a
chance on me asking me to be his cam-
paign manager. When he asked, 1
couldn’t help but be honest. I looked at
him, and I said: Tony, I don’t know the
first thing about running campaigns. I
think he was equally honest because he
looked right back at me and said: Well,
I don’t know the first thing about run-
ning for office. But you know me; I
know you. We are smart. We are com-
mitted. We are hard-working. We will
figure this out together. And I think
we kind of did.

I was pretty young at the time, like,
literally, fresh out of college. But he
took a leap of faith on me, and I took
a leap of faith on him. Like many,
many young Dpeople—right?—you are
cynical about politicians and about
government. But I knew who TONY was
as a person. I knew his values. I knew
his work ethic. I knew his moral com-
pass, aside from having so much in

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

common growing up. And I knew just
how committed he was to our commu-
nity and to making change.

See, TONY had previously left engi-
neering and entered real estate. He had
his own very successful real estate
company. He could have moved on to
live anywhere else and been tremen-
dously successful in the private sector,
but he chose to leave that and enter
public service to improve the quality of
life of the folks that we grew up with.

And from his very first election to
the State Assembly—and he was an un-
derdog candidate, trust me, but he was
successful—to the times when he and I
worked together on the Los Angeles
City Council to the last few years when
we served together here in the Halls of
Congress, I have been blessed not just
because of his mentorship, not just be-
cause of his friendship, but to just have
a front row seat to his public service
career.

I have seen him, and I have been in-
spired by him and his fights for justice
and opportunities for at-risk youth;
him leading the charge in our Nation’s
clean energy transition—again, some-
thing that started years ago in prior
offices but has continued here at the
national level through his work in Con-
gress; and his advocacy for better ac-
cess to mental health care. He has done
so much in a number of policy areas.

But what I admire most is sort of the
through line in his narrative and in his
career that he has never shied away
from a righteous fight. The most right-
eous fights, as you know, are often the
most hard battles to fight. TONY never
shied away from that, and he won a
heck of a lot more often than he didn’t
because it was the right thing to do.

And I also appreciate and reflect on
his public service and the way he has
gone about carving out a path for oth-
ers to follow. When I mentioned his
first run for the State legislature in
1996, I take you back to a time where,
even in the State of California, there
were not nearly as many Latinos in po-
sitions of power at the Federal or State
or even the local level. But through the
power of his example, he has opened
the door for so many others—including
me—to dream of running for office, to
think of running for office, to actually
run for office, to win the opportunity
and to serve well. Yes, colleagues, en-
tire generations of young Latino lead-
ers now see running for office and hav-
ing a say in the decisions that affect
our communities as the norm, not the
exception. And it is, in part—Ilarge
part—because of the trailblazing leg-
acy of TONY CARDENAS.

And I would be remiss if I didn’t take
a moment to thank his wife Norma,
and his four children—Vanessa,
Cristian, Andres, and Alina—and the
entire Cardenas family for sharing him
with us for all these years.

And while next month ToNY will offi-
cially step away from his work in the
U.S. House of Representatives, I have
no doubt that his service to others is
not coming to an end. It will continue.
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I look forward to continuing to fight
alongside him for many, many years to
come.

I yield the floor.

(The PRESIDENT pro tempore as-
sumed the Chair.)

(Mr. KAINE assumed the Chair.)

————

CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Chair lays before the Senate a certifi-
cate of election to fill the unexpired
term created by the death of the late
Senator Dianne Feinstein of California.

The certificate, the Chair is advised,
is in the form suggested by the Senate.

Hearing no objection, the reading of
the certificate will be waived, and it
will be printed in full in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the certifi-
cate was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION FOR UNEXPIRED
TERM
To the President of the Senate of the United

States:

This is to certify that on the 5th day of No-
vember, 2024, ADAM B. SCHIFF was duly
chosen by the qualified electors of the State
of California a Senator for the unexpired
term ending at noon on the 3rd day of Janu-
ary, 2025, to fill the vacancy in the represen-
tation from said State in the Senate of the
United States caused by the death of Senator
Dianne Feinstein.

Witness: His excellency our Governor
Gavin Newsom, and our seal hereto affixed in
the City of Sacramento, this 17th day of De-
cember, in the year of our Lord 2024.

GAVIN NEWSOM,
Governor of California.
SHIRLEY N. WEBER, PH.D.,
Secretary of State.
[State Seal Affixed]

——————

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF
OFFICE

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If the
Senator-elect will now present himself
at the desk, the Chair will administer
the oath of office.

The Senator-elect, ADAM B. SCHIFF,
escorted by Mr. WELCH and Mr.
PADILLA, advanced to the desk of the
President pro tempore; the oath pre-
scribed by law was administered to him
by the President pro tempore; and he
subscribed to the oath in the Official
Oath Book.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Con-
gratulations.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KAINE). The Senator from Vermont.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all postcloture
time on the motion to proceed to H.R.
82 be considered expired following the
remarks of Senator LEE for up to 30
minutes; further, that following the
motion to proceed vote, the Senate
proceed to executive session; and fur-
ther, that the cloture motions with re-
spect to the Cheeks and Murillo nomi-
nations ripen at 11 a.m. on Friday, De-
cember 20.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Utah.

H.R. 82

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, Congress
must address the challenges facing So-
cial Security. Unfortunately, the So-
cial Security Fairness Act fails on all
counts and doesn’t even come close to
living up to its name.

Let’s start with the flawed benefit
calculation this legislation seeks to re-
turn to. The government pension off-
set, or GPO, and the windfall elimi-
nation provision, or WEP, were enacted
to fix serious problems in how Social
Security benefits were calculated. Be-
fore the WEP existed, individuals with
mixed careers in public and private
sectors often received more in Social
Security benefits than they were enti-
tled to receive.

Imagine two people, each earning
$85,000 annually in their respective pri-
mary jobs. One worked in the private
sector and paid into Social Security,
but the other person worked in the
public sector, contributing to a State
pension fund instead of Social Secu-
rity. Both earned an additional $10,000
a year from the side job that did pay
into Social Security. Without WEP,
the public sector workers would receive
Social Security benefits as though they
were a low-income earner, based solely
on their $10,000 in side income. This
miscalculation would grant them over-
ly generous Social Security benefits on
top of their public pension and act con-
trary to and against the interests of
other Social Security beneficiaries.

The GPO addresses a similar issue
with spousal benefits. It ensures that
spousal benefits are adjusted to reflect
income from public pensions, pre-
venting unfair overpayments under So-
cial Security.

The WEP and the GPO are far from
perfect. They are very imperfect. They
were enacted at a time when Congress
lacked access to the full data needed to
make precise adjustments, but they
were designed to fix real problems, and
they do exactly that. If Congress re-
peals these provisions without replac-
ing them with a better system, we will
revert to a broken model that unfairly
rewards some at the expense of oth-
ers—and that is not ideal.

But let’s talk about what this bill
would mean for the solvency of Social
Security.

Social Security is already on a dan-
gerously unsustainable path. The trust
fund, which has been raided time and
time again by Congress, is projected to
run out of money in the next decade,
which would lead to across-the-board
benefit cuts. This bill would not fix
that. In fact, this bill would accelerate
that crisis.

According to the Congressional Budg-
et Office, repealing the GPO and WEP
would cost $196 billion over the next 10
years. It would push Social Security’s
insolvency up by 6 to 8 months, making
an already dire situation worse. Con-
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gress must focus on solutions that
strengthen Social Security’s financial
health, not hasten its collapse.

Look, there is just no reason—cer-
tainly no legitimate reason—to force a
vote on this issue right now before we
have an administration that will
prioritize meaningful, fiscally respon-
sible reform. Republicans should focus
on advancing solutions that align with
our principles. We have an incoming
Republican Senate majority and an in-
coming Republican President. We
should stick to the principles that have
gotten us elected and reelected.

This bill is fundamentally unfair. It
is unfair to the vast majority of Ameri-
cans who have paid into Social Secu-
rity their entire working lives. About
96 percent of the workforce contributes
to Social Security. They rely on it as
an important part of their retirement
security. This bill would force those
workers—96 percent of them in Amer-
ica—to subsidize overly generous bene-
fits for the 4 percent of the workforce—
those who do not participate in Social
Security—and, instead, contribute to
noncovered pensions. Most State em-
ployees already pay into Social Secu-
rity and would be harmed, not helped,
by this legislation. The Social Security
Fairness Act would reward a small mi-
nority at the expense of the vast ma-
jority of American taxpayers. That is
not fair.

When we look at the overwhelming
majority—96 percent—those who would
be harmed by this—it is not fair to
take something away from them to
move up by 6 to 8 months the insol-
vency of the Social Security trust fund
just to address the other 4 percent.
Now, that is not to say that those 4
percent don’t need to be addressed in
some way, but the way that this bill
does it isn’t fair, and it is unsafe.

Look, the challenges of Social Secu-
rity require solutions that prevent fur-
ther mismanagement. The Social Secu-
rity Fairness Act—a somewhat Orwell-
ian name as I think about it—would
take us back to a broken system, push
the trust fund even closer to insol-
vency than it is already, and unfairly
shift costs onto hard-working Ameri-
cans.

I have been in this Chamber before
when this body has voted to raid the
Social Security trust fund. I have
raised the alarm, and it has happened
anyway. It is unpleasant; it is not an
experience I care to revisit. But never
have I seen us raid that fund to this de-
gree—to the tune of almost $200 billion.
This is reckless, but it is worse than
that; it is cruel.

We need real solutions that address
the root causes of these challenges. Re-
pealing the GPO and the WEP without
fixing the underlying issues would be a
step backward—a huge, painful step
backward—and profoundly unfair. Con-
gress has a responsibility to address
Social Security’s flaws with clarity
and with courage. I urge my colleagues
to reject this flawed legislation and
commit to reforms that serve all Amer-
icans, not just a select few.
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To reiterate, there is no reason why
we have to rush this. This particular
problem was many decades in the mak-
ing. We can fix it. We can fix it respon-
sibly. We don’t have to rush it.

I implore my colleagues: You don’t
have to do this. We can fix this next
year and fix it the right way. I ask my
colleagues to oppose the motion to pro-
ceed.

VOTE ON MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, all postcloture time
has expired.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion to proceed.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
MANCHIN) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas 73,
nays 23, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 328 Leg.]

YEAS—T3

Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Hawley Ricketts
Blackburn Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Boozman Hoeven Schiff
Braun Hyde-Smith Schmitt
Brown Kaine
Cantwell Kelly ZChumer

. cott (FL)
Cardin Kennedy
Casey Kim Scott (SC)
Cassidy King Shaheen
Collins Klobuchar Smfema
Coons Lankford Smith
Cornyn Lujan Stabenow
Cortez Masto Markey Sullivan
Cotton Merkley Tester
Cramer Moran Van Hollen
Duckworth Mullin Warner
Durbin Murkowski Warnock
Fetterman Murphy Warren
Fischer Murray Welch
Gillibrand Ossoff Whitehouse
Graham Padilla Wyden
Hagerty Peters

NAYS—23
Barrasso Grassley Romney
Britt Johnson Rounds
Budd Lee Thune
Carper Lummis Tillis
Crapo Marshall Tuberville
Cruz McConnell Wicker
Daines Paul Young
Ernst Risch
NOT VOTING—4

Capito Rubio
Manchin Vance

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OSsSOFF). On this vote, the yeas are 73,
the nays are 23, and the motion is
agreed to.

The motion was agreed to.
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SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT
OF 2023

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 82) to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Government
pension offset and windfall elimination pro-
visions.

——
EXECUTIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session.

The Senator from Alaska.

————

THE CALENDAR

Ms. MURKOWSKI. As if in legislative
session, I ask unanimous consent that
the Senate proceed to the immediate
consideration of the following bills en
bloc: Calendar No. 128, S. 623; Calendar
No. 626, S. 4451; Calendar No. 635, S.
4974; Calendar No. 298, S. 2020; Calendar
No. 606, S. 3617; Calendar No. 632, S.
4851; Calendar No. 608, S. 3790; and Cal-
endar No. 591, S. 2784.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills, en bloc.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments, where
applicable, be agreed to; that the bills
as amended, if amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; that the
committee-reported title amendment
to S. 3790 be considered and agreed to;
that the title of S. 3790, as amended, be
considered and agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bills passed, en bloc, as follows:

———

AMENDING THE ALASKA NATIVE
CLAIMS SETTLEMENT ACT TO
EXCLUDE CERTAIN PAYMENTS
TO AGED, BLIND, OR DISABLED
ALASKA NATIVES OR DESCEND-
ANTS OF ALASKA NATIVES
FROM BEING USED TO DETER-
MINE ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN
PROGRAMS

The bill (S. 623) to amend the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act to ex-
clude certain payments to aged, blind,
or disabled Alaska Natives or descend-
ants of Alaska Natives from being used
to determine eligibility for certain pro-
grams, and for other purposes, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, was
ordered to be engrossed for a third
reading, was read the third time, and
passed as follows:

S. 623

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTAIN PRO-
GRAMS.

Section 29(c) of the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1626(c)) is amend-
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ed, in the undesignated matter following
paragraph (3), by striking subparagraph (E)
and inserting the following:

‘‘(E) an interest in a Settlement Trust or
an amount distributed from or benefit pro-
vided by a Settlement Trust to a Native or
descendant of a Native who is an aged, blind,
or disabled individual (as defined in section
1614(a) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C.
1382c(a)).””.

———

REVIEW AND EVALUATION OF
STRATEGIES FOR EQUITABLE
RESERVATIONS FOR VISITOR EX-
PERIENCES FEDERAL LAND ACT

The bill (S. 4451) to require the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into an
agreement with the National Academy
of Sciences to carry out a study on res-
ervation systems for Federal land,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Review and
Evaluation of Strategies for Equitable Reserva-
tions for Visitor Experiences Federal Land Act”
or the “RESERVE Federal Land Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BOOKING WINDOW.—The term ‘‘booking
window’’, with respect to a Federal reservation
system, means the time period during which a
reservation or lottery entry is available to the
public.

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘“‘Federal land”’
means—

(A) public lands (as defined in section 103 of
the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
0f 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702));

(B) National Forest System land;

(C) units of the National Park System;

(D) units of the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem;

(E) sites administered by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation; and

(F) sites administered by the Corps of Engi-
neers.

(3) FEDERAL RESERVATION SYSTEM.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal reserva-
tion system’ means any platform or method
used by managers of Federal land to manage the
quantity, type, distribution, and timing of rec-
reational activities.

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Federal reserva-
tion system’ includes reservation, permit, lot-
tery, metering, pricing, merit-based, and other
similar management methods via online, tele-
phone, paper, in-person, or other methods.

(4) RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY.—The term ‘‘rec-
reational activity’ includes camping, back-
packing, climbing, paddling sports, fishing, hik-
ing, driving, and other recreational opportuni-
ties.

(5) SECRETARIES.—The
means—

(A) the Secretary of the Interior;

(B) the Secretary of Agriculture; and

(C) the Secretary of the Army, acting through
the Chief of Engineers.

SEC. 3. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES STUDY
OF FEDERAL RESERVATION SYS-
TEMS FOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVI-
TIES ON FEDERAL LAND.

(a) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretaries, acting joint-
ly, shall, not later than 60 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, enter into an agree-
ment with the National Academy of Sciences to
carry out a study of Federal reservation systems
for recreational activities on Federal land.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the study
under paragraph (1), the National Academy of

term  “‘Secretaries”
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Sciences shall consult with the Secretaries to
carry out the following:

(A) A review of the history of Federal reserva-
tion systems, such as recreation.gov, including a
review of—

(i) the considerations, including data, that led
to the establishment of the applicable Federal
reservation system;

(ii) the iterations of the applicable Federal
reservation system over time to meet the needs of
the applicable Federal agency;

(iii) any visitor feedback provided with respect
to the applicable Federal reservation system;
and

(iv) scientific literature or studies eramining
the efficacy of Federal reservation systems, in-
cluding user preferences with respect to Federal
reservation system design and implementation.

(B) Based on available data and existing re-
search, answer the following questions:

(i) What are the benefits and challenges of im-
plementing Federal reservation systems to
achieve management goals for Federal land, in-
cluding resource protection, enjoyable visitor ex-
periences, and sustainable operations and facil-
ity use?

(ii) What data are available, and what addi-
tional data are needed, to understand demand
for recreation on Federal land? How can the
data be used to balance visitor management and
conservation goals?

(iii) What information is available regarding
Federal land users and Federal reservation Sys-
tem wusers? What information is available or
needs to be collected regarding demographics
and characteristics of successful and unsuccess-
ful applicants using the Federal reservation sys-
tems?

(iv) Do Federal reservation systems pose a
barrier for certain communities, including inter-
national communities, and user groups to access
appropriate recreation opportunities on Federal
land? If so, what is the nature of any barriers
identified?

(v) What best practices should be considered
in Federal reservation system design, including
visitation management system options and book-
ing windows, options to respond to the needs
specific to individual Federal land management
units, and equitable access to recreational ac-
tivities? What metrics can be used to record out-
comes of Federal reservation system design?

(vi) How have fees been collected for Federal
reservation systems over time to meet the needs
of the applicable Federal agency? How are the
revenues from fees for Federal reservation sys-
tems split between, and spent by, Federal land
units, Federal agencies, and third-party con-
tractors? How is the fee structure disseminated
to users? How could dissemination of informa-
tion with respect to the fee structure be im-
proved?

(vii) What are the odds of success with respect
to securing a reservation under Federal reserva-
tion systems? How are the odds of success dis-
seminated to users? How could dissemination of
information with respect to the odds of success
be improved?

(viii) How are data, including data collected
by contractors, on Federal reservation systems
shared with Federal land managers, research-
ers, and the public? How can transparency be
improved to inform the decisionmaking of users
of Federal reservation systems?

(ix) How are Federal reservation systems in-
corporating and adapting to emerging tech-
nologies, such as geofencing, bots, or third-
party websites monitoring and reselling reserva-
tions? Are Federal reservation systems resilient
to cyber threats?

(x) How can Federal reservation systems be
improved to reduce ‘‘no shows’ and ensure that
recreation sites are being used during periods of
high demand? Would an increase in first-come,
first-served opportunities increase equitable ac-
cess to outdoor recreation on Federal land?

(b) REPORT.—The agreement entered into
under subsection (a)(1) shall include a require-
ment that, not later than 18 months after the
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date on which the agreement is entered into, the
National Academy of Sciences shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a report
that describes the results of the study carried
out under that subsection.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 4451), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

——

AMENDING THE JOHN D. DINGELL,
JR. CONSERVATION, MANAGE-
MENT, AND RECREATION ACT TO
REAUTHORIZE THE NATIONAL
VOLCANO EARLY WARNING AND
MONITORING SYSTEM

The bill (S. 4974) to amend the John
D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Manage-
ment, and Recreation Act to reauthor-
ize the National Volcano Early Warn-
ing and Monitoring System, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4974

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NA-
TIONAL VOLCANO EARLY WARNING
AND MONITORING SYSTEM.

(a) MODERNIZATION ACTIVITIES.—Section
5001(b)(2)(B) of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act
(43 U.S.C. 31k(b)(2)(B)) is amended by strik-
ing ‘“‘Global Positioning System’’ and insert-
ing ‘““Global Navigation Satellite System”’.

(b) MANAGEMENT PLAN.—Section
5001(b)(3)(A) of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act
(43 U.S.C. 31k(b)(3)(A)) is amended—

(1) in clause (ii)(III), by inserting ‘‘(includ-
ing new or existing cooperative agree-
ments)’’ after ‘‘partnerships’; and

(2) in clause (iii)—

(A) in the clause heading, by striking ‘“Up-
DATE’’ and inserting ‘“‘“UPDATES’’; and

(B) in subclause (II)—

(i) in the subclause heading, by striking
“UPDATE” and inserting ‘“‘UPDATES’’;

(ii) by striking ‘‘clause (i) to include’ and
inserting ‘‘clause (i)—

‘‘(aa) to include’’;

(iii) in item (aa) (as so designated), by
striking the period at the end and inserting
“;and”’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘“‘(bb) not less frequently than once every 5
years after the date on which the manage-
ment plan is submitted under that clause.”.

(c) ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—Section
5001(b)(3) of the John D. Dingell, Jr. Con-
servation, Management, and Recreation Act
(43 U.S.C. 31k(b)(3)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

‘“(F) IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE.—The
Secretary shall establish an implementation
committee that shall—

‘(i) include representatives of—

‘“(I) each State agency or designee of a
State agency subject to a cooperative agree-
ment entered into under subparagraph (C);

‘“(ITI) institutions of higher education; and

“(ITI) each volcano observatory described
in paragraph (1)(B)@i); and

‘‘(ii) be responsible for providing to the
Secretary recommended requirements, im-
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plementation steps, and performance stand-
ards for the System.”’.

(d) COORDINATION.—Section 5001(b)(3)(D) of
the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation Act (43 U.S.C.
31k(b)(3)(D)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating clauses (ii) through
(iv) as clauses (iii) through (v), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(ii) the Chief of the Forest Service;”’.

(e) REAUTHORIZATION.—Section 5001(c) of
the John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation, Man-
agement, and Recreation Act (43 U.S.C.
31k(c)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘$55,000,000”” and inserting
‘$75,000,000’; and

(B) by striking ‘2023’ and inserting ‘‘2033"’;
and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘2024’ and
inserting ‘‘2034".

——————

DESCHUTES RIVER CONSERVANCY
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023

The bill (S. 2020) to amend the Or-
egon Resource Conservation Act of 1996
to reauthorize the Deschutes River
Conservancy Working Group, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 2020

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Deschutes
River Conservancy Reauthorization Act of
2023.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF DESCHUTES

RIVER CONSERVANCY WORKING

GROUP.

(a) DEFINITION OF WORKING GROUP.—Sec-
tion 301(a) of the Oregon Resource Conserva-
tion Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-208; 110 Stat.
3009-534; 122 Stat. 836) is amended by striking
paragraph (1) and inserting the following:

‘(1) WORKING GROUP.—The term ‘Working
Group’ means the Deschutes River Conser-
vancy Working Group composed of a board of
directors of not fewer than 10, but not more
than 15, members nominated by the group
represented by the member, of whom—

““(A) 2 members shall be representatives of
the environmental community in the
Deschutes River Basin;

‘(B) 2 members shall be representatives of
the irrigated agriculture community in the
Deschutes River Basin;

“(C) 2 members shall be representatives of
the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs
Reservation of Oregon;

‘(D) 1 member shall be a representative of
the hydroelectric production community in
the Deschutes River Basin;

‘“(E) 1 member shall be a representative of
1 of the Federal agencies with authority and
responsibility in the Deschutes River Basin;

“(F) 1 member shall be a representative of
an agency of the State of Oregon with au-
thority and responsibility in the Deschutes
River Basin, such as—

‘(i) the Oregon Department of Fish and
Wildlife; or

‘(i) the Oregon Water Resources Depart-
ment; and

‘“(G) 1 member shall be a representative of
a unit of local government in the Deschutes
River Basin.”.
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(b) REAUTHORIZATION; ADMINISTRATIVE
CosTs.—Section 301 of the Oregon Resource
Conservation Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-208;
110 Stat. 3009-534; 122 Stat. 836) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘2016’ and
inserting ‘2032’’; and

(B) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘5 per-
cent’ and inserting ‘10 percent’’; and

(2) in subsection (h), by striking ‘2016’ and
inserting ‘‘2032"°.

———

CAPE FOX LAND ENTITLEMENT
FINALIZATION ACT OF 2024

The bill (S. 3617) to provide equitable
treatment for the people of the Village
Corporation established for the Native
Village of Saxman, Alaska, and for
other purposes, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Cape Fox Land
Entitlement Finalization Act of 2024°°.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CAPE FOX.—The term ‘“‘Cape Fox’’ means
the Cape Fox Village Corporation, a Village
Corporation for the Native Village of Saxman,
Alaska, organized pursuant to the Alaska Na-
tive Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et
seq.).

(2) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’
means the approximately 180 acres of surface
land within the Tongass National Forest in the
State of Alaska, as generally depicted on the
Map.

(3) MAP.—The term ‘“‘Map’’ means the map
entitled ‘““‘Cape Fox Village Corporation Final
Selection’’ and dated December 18, 2023.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

SEC. 3. WAIVER OF CORE TOWNSHIP REQUIRE-
MENT FOR CERTAIN LAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
16(b) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
(43 U.S.C. 1615(b)), Cape Fox shall not be re-
quired to select or receive conveyance of the ap-
proximately 185 acres of unconveyed land de-
scribed in subsection (b) located within the
township in which the Native Village of
Saxman, Alaska, is located.

(b) LAND DESCRIBED.—The land referred to in
subsection (a) is as follows:

(1) Approximately 40 acres in T. 74 S., R.90 E.,
sec. 10, SWNE, Copper River Meridian.

(2) Approximately 144.57 acres in T.75 S., R.91
E., sec. 1, lots 1, 3, and 4, Copper River Merid-
ian.

SEC. 4. SELECTION OUTSIDE EXTERIOR SELEC-
TION BOUNDARY.

(a) SELECTION AND CONVEYANCE OF SURFACE
ESTATE.—Not later than 90 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, if Cape Fox submits to
the Secretary a written notice of selection of the
Federal land, the Secretary shall, on receiving
that written notice, convey the Federal land to
Cape Foz.

(b) CONVEYANCE OF SUBSURFACE ESTATE.—On
conveyance to Cape Fox of the surface estate to
the Federal land under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall convey to Sealaska Corporation the
subsurface estate to that Federal land.

(c) TIMING.—It is the intent of Congress that
the Secretary complete the conveyances to Cape
Fox and Sealaska Corporation wunder sub-
sections (a) and (b), respectively, as soon as
practicable after the date on which the Sec-
retary receives a written notice of the selection
of Cape Fox under subsection (a), but not later
than 180 days after the date on which the Sec-
retary receives that written notice.
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(d) ENTITLEMENT FULFILLED.—The convey-
ance of Federal land to Cape Fox and the sub-
surface interest in the Federal land to Sealaska
Corporation under subsections (a) and (b), re-
spectively, shall be considered to fulfill the enti-
tlement of—

(1) Cape Fox under section 16 of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1615);
and

(2) Sealaska Corporation to any subsurface
interest in the Federal land under section 14(f)
of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1613(f)).

SEC. 5. PUBLIC ACCESS EASEMENT.

The conveyance of the Federal land under
section 4 shall be subject to the reservation of a
public easement under section 17(b) of the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement Act (43 U.S.C.
1616(b)) to allow for access to National Forest
System land further inland on Revillagigedo Is-
land from the George Inlet.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 3617), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

SCARPER RIDGE GOLDEN GATE
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA
BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT ACT
OF 2024

The bill (S. 4851) to adjust the bound-
aries of the Golden Gate National
Recreation Area to include the Scarper
Ridge property, which had been re-
ported from the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading, was
read the third time and passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4851

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Scarper
Ridge Golden Gate National Recreation Area
Boundary Adjustment Act of 2024”°.

SEC. 2. SCARPER RIDGE BOUNDARY ADJUST-
MENT.

Section 2(a)(2) of Public Law 92-589 (16
U.S.C. 460bb-1(a)(2)) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“(F) Land generally depicted as ‘Proposed
Boundary Addition’ on the map entitled
‘Golden Gate National Recreation Area Pro-
posed Boundary Addition’, numbered 641/
193973, and dated July 2024.”.

———

ALASKA NATIVE VIETNAM ERA
VETERANS LAND ALLOTMENT
EXTENSION ACT OF 2024

The bill (S. 3790) to make additional
Federal public land available for selec-
tion under the Alaska Native Vietnam
era veterans land allotment program,
and for other purposes, which had been
reported from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources with an
amendment to strike all after the en-
acting clause and insert in lieu thereof
the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Alaska Native
Vietnam Era Veterans Land Allotment Exten-
sion Act of 2024°°.

SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF THE ALASKA NATIVE VIET-

NAM ERA VETERANS LAND ALLOT-
MENT PROGRAM.

Section 1119(b)(3)(B) of the John D. Dingell,
Jr. Conservation, Management, and Recreation
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Act (43 U.S.C. 1629g-1(b)(3)(B)) is amended by
striking ‘‘5-year period’’ and inserting ‘‘10-year
period’’.

The committee-reported amendment,
in the nature of a substitute, was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 3790), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

The committee-reported title amend-
ment was agreed to as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill
to extend the Alaska Native Viet-
nam era veterans land allotment
program, and for other purposes.”.

The title, as amended, was agreed to.

———

AMENDING THE DAYTON AVIATION
HERITAGE PRESERVATION ACT
OF 1992 TO ADJUST THE BOUND-
ARY OF THE DAYTON AVIATION
HERITAGE NATIONAL HISTOR-
ICAL PARK

The bill (S. 2784) to amend the Day-
ton Aviation Heritage Preservation
Act of 1992 to adjust the boundary of
the Dayton Aviation Heritage National
Historical Park, and for other pur-
poses, which had been reported from
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources with an amendment, as fol-
lows:

(The part of the bill intended to be
stricken is in boldfaced brackets and
the part of the bill intended to be in-
serted is in italic.)

SECTION 1. DAYTON AVIATION HERITAGE NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK BOUND-
ARY ADJUSTMENT.

Section 101 of the Dayton Aviation Herit-
age Preservation Act of 1992 (16 TU.S.C.
410ww) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“(d) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—In addition
to the sites described in subsections (b) and
(c), the boundary of the park is adjusted to
include approximately 1 acre of land in Day-
ton, Ohio, depicted as ‘Proposed Addition’ on
the map entitled ‘Dayton Aviation Heritage
National Historical Park Proposed Boundary
Addition’ [and dated February 20231, num-
bered 362/193,730, and dated June 2024.”.

The committee-reported amendment
was agreed to.

The bill (S. 2784), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, read the third time, and passed as
follows:

S. 2784

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DAYTON AVIATION HERITAGE NA-

TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK BOUND-

ARY ADJUSTMENT.
Section 101 of the Dayton Aviation Heritage
Preservation Act of 1992 (16 U.S.C. 410ww) is
amended by adding at the end the following:
‘‘(d) BOUNDARY ADJUSTMENT.—In addition to
the sites described in subsections (b) and (c),
the boundary of the park is adjusted to in-
clude approximately 1 acre of land in Day-
ton, Ohio, depicted as ‘Proposed Addition’ on
the map entitled ‘Dayton Aviation Heritage
National Historical Park Proposed Boundary
Addition’, numbered 362/193,730, and dated
June 2024.”.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
am really glad to see we can pass eight
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bills by unanimous consent here. I
want to thank my colleague from Cali-
fornia Senator PADILLA, my colleague
from Oregon Senator MERKLEY, and my
colleague from Ohio Senator BROWN for
helping to work to develop these pairs
and to move them forward.

I also want to acknowledge the
cloakroom teams—thank you very
much; we appreciate that—as well as
the ranking member and the chairman
of the Energy and Natural Resources
Committee—Chairman MANCHIN and
Ranking Member BARRASSO—and their
committee for their assistance.

We have now passed a total of five
Alaska lands-related bills in the past
couple days. Just last night, my friend
Senator HIRONO graciously offered a
pair that included my legislation to
sunset an outdated requirement in the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
for Native village corporations to help
convey lands to the State of Alaska to
be held in trust for municipal uses.

By sunsetting this requirement and
allowing our village corporations to re-
gain title to these lands, it will help
free up lands for pressing needs such as
housing. I hear it all the time when I
am out in the villages. We were able to
move that measure.

We paired it with a bill from Con-
gresswoman RADEWAGEN to allow
American Samoa to more easily make
amendments to its territorial constitu-
tion. I was out in American Samoa
with a group of Members a couple of
months ago, and this was a priority for
the Congresswoman and for the Gov-
ernor. So it is good news for them as
well.

The four bills that we just moments
ago passed are important as well. We
have legislation to amend ANCSA to
ensure that when aged, blind, or dis-
abled Alaska Natives receive dividends
from their settlement trusts, they do
not inadvertently become ineligible for
certain Federal assistance programs.

We have another bill that settles
Cape Fox’s remaining land entitlement
to remedy an injustice limiting where
they can select lands. This has been
going on for more than half a century
here, so very important to the people
down in the Cape Fox region.

Then we have my legislation to reau-
thorize the National Volcano Early
Warning and Monitoring System, to
provide for critical research and moni-
toring systems, upgrade existing net-
works, and install new detection tech-
nology. This helps in a State like mine
or a State like Hawaii, where we have
people who are living around volcanos.

We included legislation led by my
colleague from Alaska Senator SUL-
LIVAN to extend the Alaskan Native
Vietnam Veterans Allotment Program
for an additional 5 years. This is to en-
sure that eligible individuals and their
heirs can receive their rightful lands.
These are individuals who stood up, an-
swered the call, served in Vietnam, and
during their service were unable to
make their Native selections. So rem-
edying this has been a long cause of
both mine and Senator SULLIVAN.
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So we recognize that this is the end
of the year, and all of these measures
that have just passed all start with an
S-dot, which means they are Senate
bills. They are going to go to the
House. They may not become law this
year. We get that, although hope
springs eternal around this place. But I
am hopeful that the House can pass po-
tentially some more bills by suspen-
sion. If they can’t, we can revisit these
in the new year, which are absolutely
not controversial, but to get them
across the finish line in this body is
important. I know there are a lot of
folks in these communities that are
waiting for final action on that.

So I am pleased to be able to actually
do some legislating here this evening.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Colorado.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 859, 860, 861, 862, 863,
864, 865, 866, 867, 868, 869, 871, 873, 874,
530, and all nominations on the Sec-
retary’s desk in the Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Navy, and Space Force;
that the nominations be confirmed en
bloc; that the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate; that no further motions be in
order to any of the nominations; and
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the en bloc nomina-
tions of Executive Calendar Nos. 859,
860, 861, 862, 863, 864, 865, 866, 867, 868,
869, 871, 873, 874, 530, and all nomina-
tions on the Secretary’s desk in the Air
Force, Army, Coast Guard, Navy, and
Space Force?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc, as follows:

IN THE ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Gregory J. Brady

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Johnny K. Davis
IN THE NAVY

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Walter H. Allman, IIT
Capt. Wesley P. Bringham
Capt. Richard G. Burgess
Capt. Daryle D. Cardone
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Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.

Cameron R. Chen
Matthew J. Duffy
John P. Friedman
William K. Gantt, Jr.
Michael R. Jarrett
David Loo
Gary G. Montalvo, Jr.
Davidtavis M. Pollard
Matthew T. Pottenburgh
William R. Reed
Karrey D. Sanders
Charles R. Sargeant
Capt. John W. Stafford
Capt. Thomas J. Zerr

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
Capt. Andrew M. Biehn
Capt. Daniel L. Lannamann
Capt. Brian A. Metcalf
IN THE MARINE CORPS

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Marine Corps to
the grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C.,
section 624:

To be brigadier general

Timothy S. Brady, Jr.
Dustin J. Byrum
Henry Dolberry, Jr.
Lauren S. Edwards
Christopher M. Haar
Sean P. Hoewing
Ryan M. Hoyle
David C. Hyman
Robert T. Meade
Joel F. Schmidt
Jeremy S. Winters

Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.

IN THE NAVY

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be rear admiral

Rear Adm. (1h) John E. Dougherty, IV
Rear Adm. (1h) Jonathan E. Rucker
Rear Adm. (1h) Douglas L. Williams

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be rear admiral

Rear Adm. (Ih) Thomas M. Henderschedt

The following named officers for appoint-
ment in the United States Navy to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624:

To be rear admiral

(1h) Christopher D. Alexander
(1h) Bradley J. Andros
(1Ih) Sean R. Bailey

(1h) Brian H. Bennett
(1h) Adan G. Cruz

(1h) Christopher A. Kijek
(1h) Max G. McCoy, Jr.
(Ih) Thomas P. Moninger
(1h) Martin J. Muckian
(1h) Gregory D. Newkirk
(1h) Mark A. Schafer

(1Ih) Nicholas R. Tilbrook
(1h) Robert E. Wirth

(1h) Michael S. Wosje

IN THE AIR FORCE

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general

Maj. Gen. Luke C.G. Cropsey

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Air Force to the
grade indicated while assigned to a position
of importance and responsibility under title
10, U.S.C., section 601:

Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
Rear Adm.
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To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Mark B. Pye
The following named Air National Guard of
the United States officer for appointment in
the Reserve of the Air Force to the grade in-
dicated under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203
and 12212:

To be brigadier general
Col. Matthew C. Brown
IN THE ARMY

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the Reserve of the Army to the
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section
122083:

To be brigadier general
Col. Tonri C. Brown

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 601:

To be lieutenant general
Lt. Gen. Curtis A. Buzzard

The following named officer for appoint-
ment in the United States Army to the grade
indicated while assigned to a position of im-
portance and responsibility under title 10,
U.S.C., section 601, and for appointment as a
Senior Member of the Military Staff Com-
mittee of the United Nations under title 10,
U.S.C., section 711:

To be lieutenant general
Maj. Gen. Brett G. Sylvia
IN THE MARINE CORPS

The following named officers for appoint-
ment to the grade indicated in the United
States Marine Corps under title 10, U.S.C.,
section 624:

To be brigadier general
Col. Ralph J. Rizzo, Jr.

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S
DESK

IN THE AIR FORCE

PN2051 AIR FORCE nominations (242) be-
ginning JUSTIN S. ALBERICO, and ending
JONATHAN A. ZANNIS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 9,
2024.

PN2052 AIR FORCE nominations (98) begin-
ning STEPHEN M. ADDINGTON, and ending
JOSHUA J. WOLFRAM, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 9,
2024.

PN2053 AIR FORCE nominations (73) begin-
ning LEE EDMOND AKERS, and ending MI-
CHAEL GRAY YTTRI, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 9,
2024.

PN2054 AIR FORCE nominations (92) begin-
ning PHILLIP N. ALVAREZ, and ending
STANLEY Y. WONG, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 9,
2024.

PN2055 AIR FORCE nominations (11) begin-
ning ERIC STARR BUSS, and ending JONA-
THAN M. WALKER, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of September 9, 2024.

PN2056 AIR FORCE nominations (27) begin-
ning STEPHEN V. S. ALEXANDER, and end-
ing YESUN YOON, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of September 9, 2024.

PN2135 AIR FORCE nominations (27) begin-
ning LAKISHA N. ALBERTIE, and ending
KERI L. YOUNG, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of September 18, 2024.

PN2137 AIR FORCE nominations (16) begin-
ning JOHN C. BATKA, and ending RICHARD
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Michael S. Wosje
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Y. K. YOO, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of September 18, 2024.

PN2187 AIR FORCE nomination of Keith A.
Schultz, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
November 12, 2024.

PN2188 AIR FORCE nomination of Francis
X. Parr, III, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 12, 2024.

PN2250 AIR FORCE nomination of Jay E.
Butterfield, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 18, 2024.

PN2251 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning THOMAS A. HUTTON, and ending ROB-
ERT D. MCALLISTER, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of November 18,
2024.

PN2252 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning ROBERT L. BELL, and ending DANIEL
J. BROWN, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of November 18, 2024.

PN2253 AIR FORCE nomination of Gabriel
R. Bultz, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
November 18, 2024.

IN THE ARMY

PN2254 ARMY nominations (114) beginning
CORA L. ALLEN, and ending 0003434384,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 18, 2024.

PN2255 ARMY nomination of Rafael J.
Kaplan, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
November 18, 2924.

IN THE COAST GUARD

* PN15634—2 COAST GUARD nomination of
BENJAMIN J. SPECTOR, which was re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of March 14, 2024.

* PN2130 COAST GUARD nomination of
Alexander B. Currie, which was received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of September 10, 2024.

* PN2131 COAST GUARD nomination of
Holly A. Bergman, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of September 10, 2024.

* PN2132 COAST GUARD nomination of
Jillian H. Beecher, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of September 10, 2024.

* PN2228 COAST GUARD nominations (7)
beginning THOMAS E. ADAMS, and ending
MARIE L. SEVIN, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record of November 12, 2024.

* PN2229 COAST GUARD nomination of
Jesse Collins, which was received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 12, 2024.

* PN2230 COAST GUARD nominations (209)
beginning JASON A. ACUNA, and ending
DAVID J. ZWIRBLIS, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of November 12,
2024.

* PN2231 COAST GUARD nominations (70)
beginning RYAN G. ANGELO, and ending
JEFFREY S. ZAMARIN, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of November 12,
2024.

IN THE NAVY

PN2256 NAVY nominations (78) beginning
CHRISTOPHER D. CARAWAY, and ending
BRADFORD M. WINKELMAN, which nomi-
nations were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of No-
vember 18, 2024.

PN2257 NAVY nomination of Erik C.
Hedval, which was received by the Senate
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and appeared in the Congressional Record of
November 18, 2024.

PN2275 NAVY nomination of Keith C.
Braddy, which was received by the Senate
and appeared in the Congressional Record of
December 2, 2024.

IN THE SPACE FORCE

PN2258 SPACE FORCE nomination of Ken-
neth N. Wooten, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 18, 2024.

PN2259 SPACE FORCE nomination of
Brenda L. Beegle, which was received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record of November 18, 2024.

—————

PRISON STAFF SAFETY
ENHANCEMENT ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 5062 and the Senate

proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 5062) to address sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault of Bureau of Prisons
staff in prisons, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Blackburn-Ossoff sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3349), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Prison Staff
Safety Enhancement Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2023, the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Justice released a
report titled ‘‘Evaluation of the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons’ Efforts to Address Sexual
Harassment and Sexual Assault Committed
by Inmates Toward Staff’’ (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Inspector General report’).

(2) The Inspector General report examined
all sanctioned inmate sexual incidents in the
Bureau of Prisons (in this section referred to
as the ‘““‘Bureau’’) between fiscal years 2015
and 2021, and found that inmate-on-staff sex-
ual harassment and sexual assault is wide-
spread.

(3) The Inspector General report further
found that the Bureau does not collect ade-
quate data on inmate-on-staff sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault and that, because of
the Bureau’s inadequate data, the Bureau
has not been able to identify the full scope of
inmate-on-staff sexual harassment and sex-
ual assault.

(4) The Inspector General report further
found that the Bureau does not have systems
to evaluate the effectiveness of the Bureau’s

December 19, 2024

strategies to mitigate inmate-on-staff sexual
harassment and sexual assault.

(5) The Inspector General report made rec-
ommendations to the Bureau to address the
failures in the Bureau’s data collection and
mitigation efforts, but the Bureau has not
implemented these recommendations.

SEC. 3. ADDRESSING SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND

SEXUAL ASSAULT OF BUREAU OF
PRISONS STAFF.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BUREAU.—The term ‘‘Bureau’” means

the Bureau of Prisons.

(2) CORRECTIONAL OFFICER.—The term ‘‘cor-
rectional officer’” has the meaning given the
term in section 4051 of title 18, United States
Code.

(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Inspec-
tor General’” means the Inspector General of
the Department of Justice.

(4) INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term
“incarcerated individual” has the meaning
given the term ‘‘prisoner’ in section 4051 of
title 18, United States Code.

(5) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—The term ‘‘sexual as-
sault’” means an act described in subsection
(b), (c), or (d) of section 920 of title 10, United
States Code.

(6) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—The term ‘‘sex-
ual harassment” means unwelcome sexual
advances, requests for sexual favors, or other
verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature
that explicitly or implicitly affect an indi-
vidual’s employment, unreasonably interfere
with an individual’s work performance, or
create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
work environment.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS
BY BUREAU.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Bureau shall fully implement each rec-
ommendation in the report released by the
Inspector General in 2023 titled ‘“‘Evaluation
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons’ Efforts to
Address Sexual Harassment and Sexual As-
sault Committed by Inmates Toward Staff’’.

(2) REPORT.—If the Bureau has not fully
implemented each recommendation ref-
erenced in paragraph (1) by the deadline
under that paragraph, the Bureau shall sub-
mit a report to Congress by that deadline
that includes an explanation of the failure to
fully implement each recommendation and a
detailed timeline for full implementation.

(c) DATA ANALYSIS BY INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date as of which the Bureau has fully im-
plemented each recommendation referenced
in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) the Inspector General shall request
from the Bureau, and the Bureau shall pro-
vide, updated data on the number and preva-
lence of sexual harassment and sexual as-
sault incidents perpetrated by incarcerated
individuals against a correctional officer or
other employee of the Bureau during fiscal
years 2022 through 2025;

(B) the Inspector General shall conduct an
analysis of the data described in subpara-
graph (A); and

(C) the Inspector General shall provide
Congress and the Attorney General with the
analysis conducted under subparagraph (B)
and any additional recommendations, in-
cluding analysis of whether the Bureau has
taken sufficient steps to identify the preva-
lence and scope of sexual harassment and
sexual assault incidents perpetrated by in-
carcerated individuals against a correctional
officer or other employee of the Bureau and
to mitigate such incidents.

(2) ANALYSIS OF PUNISHMENTS.—The anal-
ysis required under paragraph (1)(C) shall in-
clude an analysis of punishments for sexual
harassment and sexual assault as of the date
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of enactment of this Act in facilities con-
trolled by the Bureau of Prisons, including
data on the use of such punishments during
the 5-year period preceding the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(d) RULEMAKING BY ATTORNEY GENERAL.—
Not later than 1 year after receiving the
analysis under subsection (c), the Attorney
General shall promulgate a rule adopting na-
tional standards for prevention, reduction,
and punishment of sexual harassment and
sexual assault perpetrated by an incarcer-
ated individual against a correctional officer
or other employee of the Bureau.

The bill (S. 5062), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

SUPPORTING VICTIMS OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 4640 and the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 4640) to strengthen trafficking
victim assistance grant funding.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Ossoff-Blackburn sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3350), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Supporting
Victims of Human Trafficking Act’.

SEC. 2. GRANTS TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING.

Section 107(b)(2) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘shall” and insert “may’’;

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘three per-
cent’” and inserting ‘“ up to 7 percent’’;

(C) in clause (ii)—

(i) by striking ‘b percent’” and inserting
“‘up to 10 percent’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘“‘and strengthening pro-
gram administration and budgeting’ after
“activities’’; and

(D) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘one per-
cent’ and inserting ‘‘up to 1 percent’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (C), strike ‘75 percent”’
and insert ‘95 percent’’.

The bill (S. 4640), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.
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Mr. BENNET. I congratulate the
President on his prodigious legislative
accomplishments this evening.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Duly
noted.

VETERANS EXPEDITED TSA
SCREENING SAFE TRAVEL ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, as in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation be
discharged from further consideration
of H.R. 7365 and the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 7365) to provide PreCheck to
certain severely injured or disabled veterans,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed, and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 7365) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

The

———

FEDERAL REGISTER
MODERNIZATION ACT OF 2024

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of Calendar
No. 714, H.R. 9592.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 9592) to amend title 44, United
States Code, to modernize the Federal Reg-
ister, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
was reported from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 9592) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

HOUSE OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE
COUNSEL MODERNIZATION ACT

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of H.R. 9487,
which was received from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 9487) to amend the Legislative
Reorganization Act of 1970 to authorize the
Legislative Counsel of the House of Rep-
resentatives to designate more than one of
the attorneys of the Office of the Legislative
Counsel as a Deputy Legislative Counsel, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed, and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 9487) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the President pro
tempore, upon the recommendation of
the Majority Leader, pursuant to Pub-
lic Law 105-292, as amended by Public
Law 106-55, Public Law 107-228, and
Public Law 112-75, appoints the fol-
lowing individual to the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom: Ariela Ruth Dubler of New
York.

———
AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND
REPRESENTATION IN UNITED

STATES V. WARNAGIRIS

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
937, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 937) to authorize tes-
timony and representation in United States
v. Warnagiris.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in this
criminal case pending in Federal dis-
trict court in the District of Columbia
and arising out of the events of Janu-
ary 6, 2021, the prosecution has re-
quested testimony from a Senate wit-
ness.

In this case, brought against Chris-
topher Warnagiris, trial is expected to
commence on January 15, 2025, and the
prosecution has requested testimony
from Daniel Schwager, formerly coun-
sel to the Secretary of the Senate, con-
cerning his knowledge and observa-
tions of the process, use of the elec-
toral ballots and other documents dur-
ing the proceeding, and constitutional
and legal bases for Congress’s counting
of the electoral college votes. Senate
Secretary Berry would like to cooper-
ate with this request by providing rel-
evant testimony in this trial from Mr.
Schwager, who has previously been au-
thorized to testify in prior cases aris-
ing out of the events of January 6.
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In keeping with the rules and prac-
tices of the Senate, this resolution
would authorize the production of rel-
evant testimony from Mr. Schwager,
with representation by the Senate
legal counsel.

Mr. BENNET. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD (legislative
day of December 16, 2024) under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.”’)

937) was

MORNING BUSINESS

TRIBUTE TO DABNEY HEGG

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Dabney Hegg, who
retired from the Senate earlier this
year after serving for more than 25
years, the last 14 of which were on the
Senate Appropriations Committee.
Through her time in the Senate,
Dabney left her fingerprints on so
much of the crucial legislation to
strengthen our Nation’s transportation
infrastructure and help Americans
keep a roof over their heads.

Dabney first joined the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee in 2010 under
Chair Inouye, on the Subcommittee on
Transportation, Housing and Urban De-
velopment, and Related Agencies. I had
the great fortune of seeing her work up
close for several years, first as the then
chair of T-HUD, and the past 2 years as
chair of the Senate Appropriations
Committee. In 2015, Dabney was named
clerk of the subcommittee. She served
as clerk under Senators REED and
SCHATZ, and we all can attest that she
was an invaluable member of the team.

At a time when our Nation is grap-
pling with an affordable housing short-
age, aging infrastructure, and growing
pressures from climate change, the in-
vestments we make in housing, trans-
portation, and more have huge implica-
tions for our Nation’s future. Dabney
worked tirelessly to help the Senate
make critical investments to address
homelessness and the housing crunch,
ensure communities have reliable
roads, rails, and bridges, keep planes
flying safely overhead, and maintain
the infrastructure we need to stay
strong and keep people safe.

Among her many accomplishments,
Dabney helped negotiate the historic
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act in 2021, multiple COVID relief and
disaster recovery bills, and every single
T-HUD appropriations bill since fiscal
year 2011. She was a champion of im-
proving everyday Americans’ lives by
fighting for Amtrak funding and im-
proving rail safety, championing the
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needs of the U.S. Merchant Marine
Academy so it can educate the next
generation of mariners safely, always
pushing to help individuals experi-
encing homelessness and survivors of
domestic violence, and supporting our
long-term disaster recovery efforts.
For Dabney, the annual appropriations
bill was an opportunity to do some-
thing good, move the ball forward inch
by inch and year by year. In her last
appropriations bill for FY 2024, under
the direction of Senator BRIAN SCHATZ,
who is chair of both T-HUD and Indian
Affairs, Dabney helped to successfully
secure a record $1.3 billion for Native
American and Alaskan Native housing
programs, a 32-percent increase from
the previous year.

Throughout her years on the sub-
committee, she was a tireless cham-
pion for public transit, supporting and
shepherding projects along in every
corner of the country, including many
critical transit projects in Washington
State. The progress we made on those
issues is part of an incredible legacy
she has written into our Nation’s laws
through her work.

We all owe Dabney a debt of grati-
tude for working through many long
nights and weekends and completing
many hard negotiations in service of
our Nation. As chair of the Appropria-
tions Committee, I depended on
Dabney’s wisdom and counsel, and it is
clear to all that her expertise, dedica-
tion, and ability to work across the
aisle to make progress have made our
country stronger. She is deeply missed.

On behalf of all the past committee
leadership—and all the Senators and
staff—who have worked with Dabney
over the years and who know firsthand
just how impactful her work and coun-
sel have been, I would like to thank
you, Dabney, for your service. You are
missed, and we wish you all the best
for what lies ahead. Thank you.

——
TRIBUTE TO ELLEN MURRAY

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Ellen Murray, who
retired earlier this year after serving
many, many years on the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee across two dif-
ferent periods and who has left her fin-
gerprints on so much of the crucial leg-
islation to support our communities,
help families grow and thrive, open
doors of opportunity for students and
workers, as well as strengthen our
economy and the financial well-being
of working people across the country,
who are the backbone of our economy.

In 1999, Ellen Murray joined the staff
of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee on the Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Edu-
cation, and Related Agencies and be-
came the clerk of the subcommittee in
2000. In 2017, Ellen returned to the com-
mittee, after serving in the administra-
tion of President Obama, and was
named clerk of the Financial Services
and General Government Sub-
committee. Across the two subcommit-
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tees, she served under Senators Harkin,
COONS, and VAN HOLLEN, and we all can
attest that she was an invaluable mem-
ber of both teams.

Through global challenges and eco-
nomic tumult—including a historic
pandemic that posed a serious threat
to our Nation’s economy and to fami-
lies’ futures—Ellen was at the center of
crucial work to secure critical invest-
ments that help our government and
our economy Kkeep running smoothly
and help families stay healthy and
safe. She has worked tirelessly to make
sure we are meeting the needs of fami-
lies on the ground and providing the re-
sources our government needs to do the
work for the American people, protect
consumers and workers, enforce laws,
advance lifesaving medical research,
and keep our economy and our commu-
nities secure, growing and thriving—
and make life a little easier for fami-
lies to look after their kids, look after
their health, and make ends meet.

Among her many accomplishments,
Ellen helped negotiate countless appro-
priations bills, the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act, and the CARES
Act, and was a fierce advocate for good
government. The progress we made on
these issues is part of an incredible leg-
acy she has written into our Nation’s
health, education, labor, and financial
laws through her work. Ellen cared
deeply about her work and the people
around her. She advocated for her
issues, but perhaps most importantly,
she advocated for her team. She has
left behind a legacy of mentorship and
a community of appropriations staff
who are that much better because of
her influence.

We all owe Ellen a debt of gratitude
for working through many long nights
and weekends and for completing many
hard negotiations in service of our Na-
tion. As chair of the Appropriations
Committee, I depended on Ellen’s wis-
dom and counsel, and it is clear to all
that her expertise, dedication, and abil-
ity to work across the aisle to make
progress have made our country
stronger. She will be deeply missed.

On behalf of all the past committee
leadership—and all the Senators and
staff—who have worked with Ellen over
the years and who know firsthand just
how impactful her counsel has been, I
would like to thank you, Ellen, for
your service. You are missed, and we
wish you all the best for what lies
ahead. Thank you.

———

REMEMBERING BOB GABLE

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on
November 29, 2024, the Commonwealth
of Kentucky lost a towering figure in
my home State’s Republican Party
with the passing of my dear friend Bob
Gable. Today, it is my privilege to
honor his extraordinary life and leg-
acy.

A proud member of our Greatest Gen-
eration, Bob served his country as an
officer in the Navy shortly after earn-
ing a degree from Stanford in indus-
trial engineering. Bob had a deep sense
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of patriotism and an instinct to lead
early in life. Soon after his service, he
and his beloved wife Emily settled in
Stearns, KY, where Bob joined the fam-
ily business, the Stearns Lumber and
Coal Company. Known as the ‘‘last
company town’ in the Commonwealth,
the business supported thousands in
Kentucky’s coal country and was an
anchor of the region.

Bob’s interest in politics began dur-
ing these early years, working on the
first Senate campaign of former U.S.
Senate Republican Leader Howard
Baker. Under Baker’s wing, Bob made
his political bones and discovered what
would become a lifelong passion: serv-
ing the people and advancing conserv-
ative values. Eventually, Bob and
Emily moved to Frankfort, where he
served as an appointee of Kentucky
Governor Louie Nunn, the Common-
wealth’s only Republican Governor for
over half a century.

Though Republicans in the Common-
wealth faced steep odds, Bob stepped up
to lead, launching spirited bids for Sen-
ate in 1972 and for Governor in 1975.
Never one to take himself too seri-
ously, he became an early sensation on
his first campaign for Governor with
his now infamous truth bell, which he
rang each time his opponent told a lie.
Bob lost his bid for Governor, but his
candidacy brought energy and dyna-
mism Republicans in the Common-
wealth desperately needed. Most of all,
he was an optimistic champion of Re-
publican values when the polls, voter
rolls, and election results gave Repub-
licans every reason to feel otherwise.

In 1986, Bob became the chair of the
Republican Party of Kentucky, inher-
iting a party that held only one state-
wide seat and reportedly had only $300
in the bank. As chairman, he planted
seeds wherever and whenever, con-
vincing budding Republicans across the
State to get involved in races at every
level. Slowly, brick by brick, his quiet,
diligent work transformed our party
from a super minority to a competitive
minority to a majority. Bob would also
serve our party on the Republican Na-
tional Committee, where he became
the longest serving State chairman of
any State in the country.

Needless to say, much in our party
and the Commonwealth has changed
since Bob’s entrance onto Kentucky’s
political scene, largely thanks to his
unflappable focus and the groundwork
Bob laid during his decades of service.
While we remember Bob’s trailblazing
runs for higher office fondly, his true
legacy lies in his relentless commit-
ment to building our party and advanc-
ing the Republican cause in Kentucky.
Whether it was a local race for county
judge-executive or a statewide bid for
U.S. Senate, Bob cast a wide net when
it came to supporting his fellow Repub-
licans. For so many distinguished lead-
ers in Kentucky, Bob was the first call
in a budding career, the early endorse-
ment on a new campaign, or the quiet,
steady voice encouraging them to run
and serve.
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For Bob, politics was truly a labor of
love, but none of this work would have
been possible without Bob’s greatest
love, his family. We owe Bob’s late wife
Emily and their three children James,
Elizabeth, and John our gratitude for
the time Bob gave to serving others.
Anyone who was lucky enough to know
Bob could see the immense pride he
had in his family, his faith, and his
country. On behalf of the Senate, I
send sincere condolences to Bob’s many
friends and loved ones. We are grateful
they shared him with us for so many
yvears. Kentucky was made better as a
result.

Mr. President, the ‘“‘Kentucky Lan-
tern” recently published an article on
Bob’s life and service. I ask unanimous
consent that a copy of the article be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

BOB GABLE, A STANFORD-EDUCATED PATRON
OF THE ARTS AND NAVY VETERAN, NEVER
WoON ELECTIVE OFFICE BUT HELPED LEAD
THE REPUBLICAN PARTY OF KENTUCKY OUT
OF THE POLITICAL WILDERNESS
Gable, 90, died Nov. 29 at Baptist Health in

Lexington.

A rare Republican supporter of abortion
rights, Gable is being praised by Repub-
licans, including U.S. Senate GOP Leader
Mitch McConnell who called him a ‘‘titanic
figure.”

In a statement, McConnell said Gable’s
‘“‘unflappable focus and the groundwork he
laid during his decades of service’’ were crit-
ical to the emergence of a competitive state
GOP and Kentucky’s transformation into a
Republican stronghold.

Former Mississippi Gov. Haley Barbour,
who served as Republican National Com-
mittee chair, said in a statement that Gable
was ‘‘a leader and a driving force for the Re-
publican Party in Kentucky and beyond. As
state party chair, where I first knew him, he
played a key role in advancing conservative
principles and supporting the Reagan Revo-
lution.”

Gable, in his last of three runs for public
office, teamed up in 1995 with an unlikely
partner, the American Civil Liberties Union,
to challenge a new (and short-lived) state
law aimed at reducing money’s influence on
elections by publicly financing candidates
for governor who agreed to abide by cam-
paign spending limits. (The ACLU did not ob-
ject to public financing but to other restric-
tions in the Kentucky law.)

Gable, who denounced public financing as
‘“‘welfare for politicians,” also said, ‘‘Money
in politics is freedom of speech,” presaging
the U.S. Supreme Court’s landmark Citizens
United ruling in 2010 which obliterated re-
strictions on political money that had been
in place for a century.

Robert Elledy Gable was born in New York
City and grew up in Port Orford, Oregon, and
later Tucson, Arizona, after his father’s
death, spending summers with family in
Michigan and Minnesota and being educated
at Deerfield Academy in Massachusetts, ac-
cording to his obituary.

After graduating from Stanford University
in 1956 with a degree in industrial engineer-
ing and serving as a Navy officer, Gable and
his wife, Emily Brinton Thompson, moved to
Stearns in MecCreary County, where he
helped lead the family business.

Gable’s great grandfather, Michigan lum-
ber baron Justus S. Stearns, had founded the
town as a company headquarters after buy-
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ing 30,000 acres of forest in Kentucky and
Tennessee in 1902 where coal was soon dis-
covered. Stearns also was a prominent Re-
publican in Michigan and a philanthropist.
The Stearns Lumber & Coal Co. built the
Kentucky and Tennessee Railroad and the
first all-electric sawmill in the U.S. while
employing thousands of people living in 18
coal camps. It eventually amassed 215,000
acres.

In Stearns, Bob and Emily Gable raised
their three children, and in 1964 Gable dipped
his toe into politics in Tennessee. He ran lo-
gistics and the campaign headquarters for
Republican Howard Baker’s losing race for
U.S. Senate. Two years later, he worked in
the campaign that made Baker the first Re-
publican since Reconstruction to win a U.S.
Senate seat from Tennessee.

In a 1995 interview with Joe Gerth of The
Courier-Journal, Baker recalled the 30-year-
old Gable as ‘‘overeducated and underchal-
lenged’” in his job at Stearns. ‘‘He was a
bright young man. Politicians have a way of
keeping an eye out for bright young men and
women,”’ said Baker.

In 1967, Gable worked in the winning gu-
bernatorial campaign of Kentucky Repub-
lican Louie B. Nunn, who made Gable his
state parks commissioner; the Gables moved
to Frankfort.

Eight years later, Gable was the underdog
Republican nominee for governor against
Democratic incumbent Julian Carroll, who
had been lieutenant governor when Demo-
cratic Gov. Wendell Ford was elected to the
U.S. Senate.

Gable, who had run for U.S. Senate in 1972,
criticized Carroll for not opposing busing to
integrate Louisville’s schools and blamed
Democrats for then-high inflation.

In the first-ever KET gubernatorial debate,
Gable secured a lasting place in Kentucky
political lore by bringing a bell—he called it
the ‘“‘truth bell”’—on stage that he promised
to ring every time Carroll lied. The debate
rules prohibited props, and after the second
clanging, moderator Al Smith said the de-
bate would end unless Gable pocketed the
bell, which he did.

Earlier in 1975 in a column published in his
weekly newspapers, Smith wrote that Gable
‘“‘grew up in an affluent family, but he is a
serious-minded and hard-working young man
who acts as if he feels compelled to devote
part of his talents and fortune to public
stewardship. . . . He is bright and articulate
in advancing a fundamentally conservative
viewpoint about government and business.”’

In 1986, Gable became chairman of the Re-
publican Party of Kentucky (RPK) and
served on the Republican National Com-
mittee, positions he held for seven years.

“When Bob first took the helm of our state
party in 1986, the electoral challenges Repub-
licans faced in Kentucky were daunting,”
said RPK chair Robert Benvenutti in a state-
ment. ‘“At that time, Republicans held only
one statewide office and were in the extreme
minority in the General Assembly. Yet Bob’s
unwavering commitment to our party guided
us as we began laying the groundwork to re-
shape Kentucky’s political landscape.”

Kentucky Senate President Robert Stivers
praised Gable as ‘‘a leader when there were
few Kentucky Republicans’” and said ‘‘Bob
gave me my first contribution when I de-
cided to get into politics.”

By then The Stearns Co., as it had been re-
named, had moved out of coal and timber
and into real estate development, selling its
last coal mine in 1975 when coal prices were
high. The economic challenges of the 1980s
led to the company’s eventual restructuring,
says the obituary.

Part of Stearns’ vast holdings had become
the Big South Fork National River and
Recreation Area, thanks to efforts in Con-
gress by Tennessee’s Baker and Sen. John
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Sherman Cooper of Kentucky. Stearns was
paid $18 million for 60,000 acres which it sold
to the federal government under threat of
condemnadtion.

Gable also waged a long-running but ulti-
mately unsuccessful legal battle against
state and federal governments challenging
restrictions on mining and logging and seek-
ing compensation for mineral rights that the
company had owned inside federal lands.

In his quixotic run for governor in 1995, he
lost in the primary to the eventual Repub-
lican nominee Larry Forgy, who, unlike
Gable, supported public financing and spend-
ing limits. Democrat Paul Patton won the
general election and was reelected with
token Republican opposition. Before the 2003
race for governor, the legislature ended pub-
lic financing and spending limits.

Gable served on the boards of many busi-
nesses and organizations. He also chaired the
Kentucky Arts Council and Kentucky Opera
and served on the Kentucky Center for the
Performing Arts board. He served as the
final board chair of George Peabody College
for Teachers and oversaw its merger with
Vanderbilt University, where he later served
as a trustee. Nationally, he was president of
the National Committee for the Performing
Arts and a member of the President’s Com-
mittee for the Performing Arts at the Ken-
nedy Center in Washington, D.C.

Gable and his wife Emily, who died in 2017,
were avid travelers during their 58-year mar-
riage. A member of the Episcopal Church of
the Ascension in Frankfort, Gable also
served on the Missions Board of the Epis-
copal Diocese of Kentucky.

He is survived by his children, James (Lisa
Guillermin), Elizabeth Gable Hicks and John
(Virginia Harris), as well as grandchildren
Helen-Anne and Robert “Bo’” Gable.

In 2017, Kentucky Republicans gathered to
honor Gable at a tribute sponsored by the
Republican Women’s Club of Franklin Coun-
ty. Writing about the event in The Courier-
Journal, political strategist and GOP com-

mentator Scott Jennings reported that
Gable brought the truth bell.

——

ANGOLA
Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that the remarks
delivered by President Biden on De-
cember 3, 2024, during his historic trip
to Angola honoring the past and future
of the Angolan-U.S. relationship, be
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT BIDEN HONORING THE
PAST AND FUTURE OF THE ANGOLAN-U.S.
RELATIONSHIP
Mr. PRESIDENT. You are a brave

crowd to come out in the rain. I

brought my hat just in case. I don’t

have much hair to help me.

Leaders of Angola, government and
civil society, students, young leaders,
staff of the National Slavery Museum,
distinguished guests, I sincerely mean
this when I say thank you for being
here in the rain with us today. Thank
you for allowing me to be here. It’s an
honor—a genuine honor to be with you
today in Angola.

I just got off the phone with the vice
president, telling her I'm sorry she’s
not with me to be here today, you
know, with you in Angola, the—a vi-
brant city. And—and I—look, not the
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city. The city, I know, is not Angola,
but in Angola in a vibrant city.

And I'm joined by members of the
United States Congress, senior officials
of my administration, and American
business and civic leaders. We think
that it’s important that we get to-
gether. We thank all people of Angola
for your warm hospitality, and I mean
that s—please sit down if you have a
seat. Don’t—I’m sorry. I wasn’t sure
you all had seats.

We are gathered at a someln—a sol-
emn location. Because to fully consider
how far our two countries have come in
our friendship, we have to remember
how we began.

We hear them in the wind and the
waves. Young women, young men born
free in the highlands of Angola, only to
be captured, bound, and forced on a
‘“‘death march’ along this very coast to
this spot by slave traders in the year
1619.

In the building next to us, they were
baptized into a foreign faith against
their will, their names changed against
their will to Anthony and Isabella.
Then they were condemned to a slave
ship bound for the Middle Passage,
packed together in hundreds by hun-
dreds. A third of those souls did not
survive the journey. One third died on
the way.

But Anthony and Isabella made it to
the British colony in Virginia, where
they were sold into servitude and be-
came two of the first enslaved Ameri-
cans in a place that, 150 years later,
would become the United States of
America. They had a son, considered
the first child of African descent born
in America: William Tucker.

It was the beginning of slavery in the
United States. Cruel. Brutal. Dehu-
manizing. Our nation’s original sin—
original sin—one that haunted America
and casts a long shadow ever since.

From the bloody Civil War that near-
ly tore my nation apart to the long
battle with Jim Crow in the ni—to—
into the 1960s for the civil rights and
voting rights movement—which got me
involved in public life—during which
American cities were burned, to the
still unfinished reckoning with racial
injustice in my country today.

Historians believe people of Angola
accounted for a significant number of
all enslaved people shipped to America.
Today, millions of African Americans
have roots in Angola.

As T said at the U.S.-African Leaders
Summit that held in Washington two
yvears—I held in Washington two years
ago, ‘‘Our people lie at the heart of the
deep and profound connection that for-
ever binds Africa and the United States
together. We remember the stolen men
and women and children who were
brought to our shores in chains, sub-
jected to unimaginable cruelty.”

Here with us today are three Ameri-
cans who are direct descendants of An-
thony and Isabella, those first enslaved
Americans—Afri- —Africans in Amer-
ica. Wanda Tucker of Hamilton [Hamp-
ton], Virginia. Wanda, are you there?
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There you are, Wanda. God love you.
Her brother Vincent and Carolita as
well. Thank you for being here. We're
going to write history, not erase his-
tory.

The Tuckers learned their family his-
tory around the dinner table. That his-
tory led Wanda here in Angola a few
years ago. She did not know how to
speak the language, but that didn’t
matter. When she arrived, Wanda said
she felt something profound, like she’d
come home. That was her comment to
me. She called it the ‘‘connection with-
out words.”

Ladies and gentlemen, I am here
today to honor that connection be-
tween our people and to pay tribute to
the generations of Angolans and Amer-
ican families, like the Tuckers, who
have served in government for over—
I've served in government for over 50
years. I know I only look like I'm 40
years old, but I've been around hanging
in the government for—I hate to admit
it—or 50 years.

But in that 50 years, I've learned a
lot. Perhaps most importantly, I have
learned that while history can be hid-
den, it cannot and should not be
erased. It should be faced. It’s our duty
to face our history: the good, the bad,
and the ugly—the whole truth. That’s
what great nations do.

That’s why I chose to speak here at
the National Slavery Museum today,
just as I toured. And that’s why your
president visited the National Museum
of African American Culture in the—in
Washington, D.C.—the second most-vis-
ited museum in the States—and he did
it a few years ago.

He saw what I see: the stark con-
tradiction between my country’s
founding principles of liberty, justice,
and equality and the way we long
treated people from Angola and from
throughout Africa.

I've often said America is the only
nation in the world founded on an idea.
Most countries are founded based on
race, ethnicity, religion, geography, or
some other attribute. But in the
United States, founded on idea, one
embedded in our Declaration of Inde-
pendence, and that is that all men and
women are created equal and deserve
to be treated equally throughout their
lives.

It’s abundantly clear today we have
not lived up to that idea, but we’ve
never fully walked away from it either.
And that’s due in no small part to the
determination and dreams of African
Americans, including Angolan Ameri-
cans.

The proud descendants of the dias-
pora who helped build my nation as
they rebuilt their own families and
their own sense of self. They were the
forebearers as well—resilient, faithful,
even hopeful—hopeful that joy would
cometh in the morning, as it says in
the Bible; hopeful that our past would
not be the story of our future; and
hopeful, in time, the United States
would write a different story in part-
nership with the people brought here in
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chains to my nation from Africa. It’s a
story of mutual respect and mutual
progress.

That’s the history that brings me
here, the first American president ever
to visit Angola. Over time—and I'm
proud to be. Over time, the relation-
ship beca- —between our countries has
been transformed from distance to gen-
uine warmth. Today, our relationship
is the strongest it’s ever been.

Throughout my presidency, it’s been
my goal—goal of the United States to
build a strong partnership with peoples
and nations across the continent of Af-
rica—true partnerships aimed at
achieving shared goals, bringing to
bear the dynamism of America’s pri-
vate sector and the expertise of our
government to support aspirations of
African entrepreneurs, experts, leaders
both inside and outside of government.

Because we know the challenge that
define our age demand African leader-
ship. One out of every four human
beings on Earth will live in Africa by
the year 2050. And the ingenuity and
determination of young Africans in
particular, like the young society lead-
ers I just met with here today, will be
undeniable forces in that human
progress.

That’s why I'm so optimistic, be-
cause of that generation. In no small
part, it will be in their hands and the
hands of people across Africa to expand
access to clean energy, to tackle
threats of global health, to grow glob-
al—a global middle class.

IN MANY WAYS, AFRICA’S—AFRICA’S SUCCESS
IS AND WILL BE THE WORLD’S SUCCESS. AS I
SAID AT THE UNITED STATES—U.S.-AFRICA
SUMMIT: THE UNITED STATES IS ALL IN ON
AFRICA’S FUTURE.

Two years ago, I pledged to deliver
$65 million [billion] in new investments
in Africa and to mobilize American
businesses to close new deals with Afri-
can partners. Two years ago, we are
out way ahead of schedule. More than
20 heads of U.S. government agencies
and members of my Cabinet have trav-
eled to Africa, delivering over $40 bil-
lion in investments thus far.

And we have announced nearly 1,200
new business deals between African and
American companies—and American
companies—total will be worth $52 bil-
lion, including investments in solar en-
ergy, telecom, mobile finance, infra-
structure, and partnerships with Amer-
ican airlines to expand opportunities
for tourism so you don’t have to fly to
Paris to get here—although Paris is
pretty nice.

Here in Angola alone, the United
States has invested $3 billion during
my short presidency. We see the bonds
between our countries across sectors,
from clean energy to health care to
sports. The American Basketball
Associat- —National Basketball Asso-
ciation launched Basketball Africa
League and Angola is the reigning
champion.

And we see the impact of American
culture across—African culture across
the American culture, from music to
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entertainment to fashion to arts and so
much more.

Student exchanges between our coun-
tries are essential and must increase.
Students in both countries can be—bet-
ter understand one another if they
know the country, if they visit the
country, if they’re educated in the
other country. An increased connection
between us makes a big difference.

Being all in on Africa means making
sure African voices are heard at the ta-
bles that matter most. Under my lead-
ership, the United States brought—we
brought in the African Union as a per-
manent member of the G20 economies,
and we insisted on more African rep-
resentation among the leaders of the
International Monetary Fund and
other world financial institutions.

We’ve also pushed to ensure that de-
veloping nations do mnot—do not
choose—have to choose between paying
down unsustainable debt and being able
to invest in their own people. And
we’re using our voi- —our own voice to
increase Africa’s presence on the U.N.
Security Council at the United Na-
tions. That should happen. You can
clap for that, folks. You should be in
there.

The United States continues to be
the world’s largest provider of humani-
tarian aid and development assistance.
And that’s going to increase. You
know, that’s the right thing for the
wealthiest nation in the world to do.

And today, I'm announcing over $1
billion in new humanitarian support
for Africans displaced from homes by
historic droughts and food insecurity.

But we know African leaders and
citizens are seeking more than just aid.
You seek investment. And so, the
United States is expanding our rela-
tionship all across Africa—from assist-
ance to aid to investment to trade—
moving from patrons to partners to
help bridge the infrastructure gap.

I was told, by the way, when I got
elected I could never get an infrastruc-
ture bill passed because the last guy

spent eight years saying, ‘Next
month’—four years saying, ‘‘Next
month.”

Well, guess what, folks? We’ve done
it. A trillion—a trillion three hundred
billion dollars for infrastructure to
narrow the digital divide, drive inclu-
sive, sustainable economic growth.

We’re looking for partners who un-
derstand that the right question in the
yvear 2024 is not ‘“What can the United
States do for the people of Africa?” It’s
“What can we do together for the peo-
ple of Africa?”” That’s what we’re going
to do.

Nowhere in Africa is the answer more
exciting than here in Angola. It starts
with our governments, whose partner-
ship is stronger, deeper, and more ef-
fective and active than any point in
history. It’s testament to your presi-
dent, who had the vision to carry out
this relationship—carry this relation-
ship forward. And it’s a testament to
Angolan citizens across the private sec-
tor and civil society who have forged
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strong bonds with your American coun-
terparts.

And together, we’re engaged in a
major joint project to close the infra-
structure gap for the benefit of Ango-
lans, Africans across the continent,
Americans, and the world. We’ll all
benefit, as you benefit. You’'re—you
can produce much more agriculture,
for example, than states that can’t.
You’re going to increase their lon-
gevity, and you’re going to increase
your impact and profit.

It’s called the Lobito Corridor. We’re
building railroad lines from Angola to
the Port of Lobito, in Zambia and the
DRC, and, ultimately, all the way to
the Atlantic—from the Atlantic Ocean
to the Indian Ocean. It’ll be the first
trans-continental railroad in Africa
and the biggest American rail invest-
ment outside of America.

And I must tell you up front, with
American press here, I'm probably the
most pro-rail guy in America. I've ri-
—TI've ridden over 1,300,000 miles on a
daily basis to my work, 210— -20 miles
a day for the last 50 years.

Well, I didn’t do it as president. I
stayed in the White House a lot.

But all kidding aside, folks, we can
do this. We can do this. It’s in our
power.

It will not only generate significant
employment, it will also allow indi-
vidual countries to maximize their own
domestic resources for the benefit of
their people and sell critical minerals
that power the world’s energy trans-
formation and our fight against cli-
mate change and to transport them in
a fraction of the time and lower cost. A
shipment that used to take over 45
days will now take 45 hours. That’s a
game changer. That increases profit.
That increases opportunity.

The Lobito Corridor represents the
right way to invest in full partnership
with a country and its people.

As part of this project, we will install
enough clean energy power to power
hundreds of thousands of homes, ex-
pand high-speed Internet across—for
millions of Angolans, which is a cos-
—as consequential today as electricity
was two generations ago.

And we’re investing in agriculture
and food security, fulfilling the needs
of countries without agricultural ca-
pacity and expanding opportunities for
countries growing the crops; con-
necting farmers across the Lobito—
along the Lobito Corridor to new mar-
kets, expanding opportunity and pros-
perity—you doing that, having the
means to do it.

The United States understands how
we invest in Africa is as important as
how much we invest. In too many
places, 10 years after the so-called in-
vestment was made, workers are still
coming home on a dirt road and with-
out electricity, a village without a
school, a city without a hospital, or a
country under crushing debt.

We seek a better way: transparent,
high-standard, open-access investments
that protect workers and the rule of
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law and the environment. It can be
done and will be done.

And, folks, the partnership between
Angola and the United States also ex-
tends to supporting peace and security
in this region and beyond.

Pl- —Pr- —President Lourenco, I
want to thank him for his leadership
and mediation in regional conflicts. I
also want to thank him for Angola
speaking out against Russia’s
unprovoked war against Ukraine. It
matters. It matters when leaders speak
out.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you know, I
am in the final weeks of my presi-
dency. You don’t have to clap for that.
You can if you want.

But I wanted to come to Angola. Al-
though I've been chairman of the Afri-
ca America subcommittee for a long
time, I had never made it to Angola.
Because although I don’t know exactly
what the future will hold, I know the
future runs through Angola, through
Africa. I mean it sincerely. I'm not kid-
ding.

I know that any nation that wants to
thrive in the next century must work
as Dpartners with workers, entre-
preneurs, and businesses here in Africa.
I know that the connection between
our communities, our universities, our
sports, our civil societies, our families,
our people will only grow deeper. We
have to stay focused.

The story of Angola and the United
States holds a lesson for the world: two
nations with a shared history in evil of
human bondage; two nations on oppo-
site sides of the Cold War, defining
struggle in the late part of the 20th
century; and now, two nations standing
shoulder to shoulder, working together
every day for the mutual benefit of our
people.

It’s a reminder that no nation need
be permanently a—the adversary of an-
other, a testament to the human ca-
pacity for reconciliation, and proof
that from every—from the horrors of
slavery and war, there is a way for-
ward.

So, I stand here today—I mean this
sincerely—deeply optimistic.

When I—by the way, 20 years ago,
when I was a senator, I had a cranial
aneurysm. They s- —got me to the hos-
pital in time. I remember asking the
doctor, ‘“What are my ch-"—he said,
““Oh, your chances are good. They’re
about 30 percent.” When it was all
over, he was deciding whether or not it
was congenital or environmental. And I
said, ‘I don’t give a damn. I’'m here.”
He said, ‘““You know what your problem
is, Senator? You're a congenital opti-
mist.” T am.

About the possibilities and progress
that lie just beyond the horizon. To-
gether, we can and will chart a futuche
worther [future worthy] of great na-
tions, worthy of the highest aspira-
tions of our people. We just have to re-
member who we are: We're Angolans;
we’'re Americans.

As I often say in Ameri- —to the
American people: There’s nothing—
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nothing beyond our capacity if we
work together. And today, I say to the
people of Angola and all the people of
Africa, there is nothing beyond our ca-
pacity if we do it together.

Thank you. And God bless you and
keep you all safe. Thank you, thank
you, thank you. And thank you for
waiting.

And I got my hat. Thanks, every-
body. I really mean it. You’re very pa-
tient.

——
TRIBUTE TO DEPARTING
SENATORS
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise

today in recognition of our colleagues
who will conclude their service in this
body at the end of the 118th Congress:
Senators MIKE BRAUN, SHERROD BROWN,
Laphonza Butler, BEN CARDIN, ToM
CARPER, BOB CASEY, JOE MANCHIN,
MITT ROMNEY, KYRSTEN SINEMA,
DEBBIE STABENOW, and JON TESTER.

Each of these colleagues and friends
has made important contributions to
our Nation. And while there is no
greater job than being a U.S. Senator,
it is a job that requires tremendous
dedication and sacrifice. So I thank
these colleagues and their families for
all that they have done.

I had the privilege to serve with Sen-
ator MIKE BRAUN on the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, where we led the
legislative branch subcommittee for 2
years. In the aftermath of the January
6, 2021, attack on the Capitol, we were
able to come together to make critical
investments to improve the security of
the congressional campus while also
safeguarding Senators, Representa-
tives, and staff working in their home
States and districts. I appreciated
MIKE’s preparation, his thoughtful
ideas, and his commitment to getting
the job done. I know he will bring the
same commitment as he leads the
State of Indiana as its next Governor.

My dear friend Senator SHERROD
BROWN has been a champion of working
men and women for his entire life. He
has done more to protect the jobs and
livelihoods of autoworkers, steel-
workers, construction workers, truck
drivers, transit workers, and virtually
every blue-collar profession than any-
one serving in Congress today. He
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with Ohio
workers fighting to save factories and
pensions. He stood up against unfair
competition and bad trade deals. He
fought to secure funding for Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base and NASA’s
John Glenn Research Center. And with
the passage of the bipartisan infra-
structure law, the CHIPS and Science
Act, and the Inflation Reduction Act,
he has championed investments that
will benefit working people for years to
come. I have been fortunate to be at
SHERROD’s side as he has quarterbacked
Democrats on the Senate Banking
Committee over the last decade, in-
cluding 4 years as chairman. He guided
us through the COVID-19 pandemic and
through the largest bank failures since
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the Great Recession. He worked on a
bipartisan basis to crack down on
fentanyl trafficking and to advance
meaningful sanctions on our adver-
saries. He also worked with Vice Presi-
dent-elect VANCE and Senator BOB
CASEY to advance bipartisan rail safety
legislation in the wake of the derail-
ment and fire in East Palestine, OH.
Through his temperament and work
ethic, SHERROD has been a real cham-
pion of working Americans. With two
grandchildren in Rhode Island,
SHERROD is already an honorary Rhode
Islander, and I look forward to seeing
him in the Ocean State frequently.

The prospect of succeeding a Senate
legend and representing the Nation’s
most populous State with only 14
months to make a mark would have
been intimidating to anyone. But Sen-
ator Laphonza Butler embraced the
challenge, becoming a respected voice
on the Judiciary, Banking, Homeland
Security, and Rules Committees. She
worked to champion the needs of her
State, and she worked across the aisle
on legislation to help advance the in-
terests of children and families. I am
delighted that in her final week in of-
fice she was able to secure passage of
legislation awarding the Congressional
Gold Medal to Congresswoman Shirley
Chisholm, a trailblazer for Congress
and America.

In the tradition of Barbara Mikulski
and Paul Sarbanes, Senator BEN
CARDIN has been a smart, principled,
pragmatic, and, most of all, effective
Senator for the State of Maryland.
With over two decades of service in the
House before being elected to the Sen-
ate, BEN’s policy expertise runs the
gamut. Mastering the intricacies of the
Tax Code, trade, Social Security and
Medicare, he is also a leader on the
international stage, where his advice
and wisdom are often sought and fol-
lowed. A champion of human rights
and good government, BEN joined John
McCain in originating the Global
Magnitsky Act, which allows the
United States to sanction foreign gov-
ernment officials who are human rights
offenders. In the years since, he has
worked to expand the Magnitsky Act
to cover more regimes that were op-
pressing their own people. As chairman
of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, he has been at the center of
critical debates on Ukraine and the
Israel-Hamas conflict, providing wise,
steady leadership on these very chal-
lenging topics.

Senator ToM CARPER has been a
friend and great leader. He is the last
of a generation of Vietnam veterans
who have served in the Senate. As
such, he has focused on supporting na-
tional defense and our veterans. He has
also worked on eliminating waste and
supporting smart investments in our
transportation and water infrastruc-
ture. ToM has always found a way to
work across the aisle on issues he has
cared about. Indeed, as chairman of the
Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee, he led the effort to craft the bi-
partisan infrastructure law, which is
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channeling funding into fixing our
highways and bridges, as well as fund-
ing programs to get lead and other con-
taminants out of drinking water. He
crafted the Water Resources Develop-
ment Act of 2024, which is named in his
honor. ToM has also been a leader on
climate change, helping craft the Infla-
tion Reduction Act and supporting cli-
mate mitigation and resilience efforts.
His work in support of his dear friend
and former colleague President Biden
in support of this legislation over the
last 4 years will make a huge difference
for Americans for decades to come.

Senator BoB CASEY has been a cham-
pion of the most vulnerable: children,
the elderly, individuals with disabil-
ities, and people just trying to make
ends meet. He has been a leading Sen-
ate advocate for addressing food inse-
curity, supporting programs like the
emergency food assistance program
(TEFAP) and SNAP. He is the author
of the bipartisan ABLE Act, which al-
lows individuals with disabilities to
save funds for care and qualified ex-
penses without jeopardizing their eligi-
bility for other Federal assistance. And
he has introduced legislation to expand
and build on this successful initiative.
BoOB also wrote the Campus SAVE Act
to create uniform reporting for sexual
violence on college campuses. It is a
testament to BOB’s character that so
many Pennsylvania’s political leaders
from both parties have praised his
work ethic and commitment to helping
the people of the Commonwealth.

Senator JOE MANCHIN has been at the
fulcrum of power in the Senate over
the last 4 years. In working to address
the interests of his State, he has been
unafraid to challenge and change or-
thodoxy. While his views may differ
from others in our party, there is no
doubt that he has done much to ad-
vance the goal all Democrats share:
making life better for average Ameri-
cans. Quite frankly, without his leader-
ship, we would not have the bipartisan
infrastructure law or the Inflation Re-
duction Act. And because of JOE’s in-
volvement, we were able to ensure that
all of the investments in the Inflation
Reduction Act were fully offset by en-
suring that corporations and the
wealthiest Americans pay their fair
share of taxes. That is an important
achievement, and JOE deserves full
credit for it.

Senator MITT ROMNEY is an extraor-
dinary American. Respected across the
aisle, across the country, and through-
out the world, he has held high office
in two States: Senator for Utah and
Governor of Massachusetts. He has
been the Republican nominee for the
Presidency. After becoming CEO of the
Salt Lake Olympics organizing com-
mittee, he helped save the 2002 Winter
Games from disarray and mismanage-
ment, making it one of the most suc-
cessful Winter Olympics ever. MITT
really has done it all. He has even laced
up the gloves and boxed with heavy-
weight champion Evander Holyfield.
Now, the politics of Massachusetts and
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Utah are vastly different, but MITT has
shown that he can bring people with
different outlooks together to get
things done. And truth be told, the re-
forms to the healthcare system that he
implemented when he was Governor of
Massachusetts helped shape the Afford-
able Care Act at the Federal level. As
a Member of the Senate, MITT has been
a courageous defender of democracy,
willing to put country ahead of party,
even when it meant harsh criticism. I
have been delighted to work with MITT,
and I am proud to be joining in intro-
ducing his final piece of bipartisan leg-
islation, the Preserving American
Dominance in AI Act, which we will be
working to pass next year.

Senator KYRSTEN SINEMA has been a
skilled and pragmatic dealmaker,
working on a variety of important bills
from the bipartisan infrastructure law
to the bipartisan immigration bill,
which unfortunately, was scuttled at
the last minute at the request of Presi-
dent Trump. I know that in her next
chapter Senator SINEMA will continue
to work hard to bring people together,
build consensus, and solve problems.

Senator DEBBIE STABENOW has been a
colleague, friend, and leader here in
the Senate since she arrived in 2001.
She has been a defender of the auto in-
dustry, helping U.S. automakers
emerge from the Great Recession and
turn to a new, greener future. She has
also been at the forefront of revital-
izing Michigan cities through initia-
tives like the New Markets Tax Credit
and through investments to remove
lead from drinking water. With Sen-
ator Roy Blunt, she helped expand the
Certified Community Behavioral
Health Clinic Program nationwide
under the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act, and she has championed
funding for community health centers
along with Senator ROGER WICKER. And
as chair of the Senate Agriculture
Committee, she has fought to expand
child nutrition programs, which have
been so critical in reducing poverty
over the last 4 years and in helping
kids get a great start in life. I am
going to miss Debbie and her ability to
work hard and achieve results for peo-
ple who need help the most.

Senator JON TESTER is a big man
with a big heart. He will tell you he is
just a simple farmer from Big Sandy,
MT, and that is true. Running the fam-
ily farm remains the center of his life
and defines his character, but it is not
the full story. His interests, knowl-
edge, and intellect are wide-ranging
and deep. He can speak with authority
on complex banking, foreign policy, de-
fense, and veterans issues, as well as
agriculture. As a plain-spoken West-
erner, he can put these complicated
topics in terms everybody can under-
stand, usually with a healthy dose of
humor. But when it comes to hard
work, JON is no-nonsense. He is a seri-
ous legislator, particularly as chair-
man of the Veterans Affairs Com-
mittee. His work to pass the PACT Act
has thrown a lifeline to veterans who
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were exposed to toxins as a result of
their service. Millions of veterans and
their families are receiving lifesaving
benefits as the result of his work. And
without JoN, it wouldn’t have hap-
pened.

These colleagues have made the Sen-
ate and our Nation a better place be-
cause of their service. While their time
in this body will be ending with the
118th Congress, I know each of them
will continue to work to make a posi-
tive difference for the country.

———

TRIBUTE TO SARAH BENZING

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor my longtime chief of
staff, my campaign manager in 2012,
and a proud daughter of the Midwest,
Sarah Benzing.

Sarah grew up in Neola, IA, a town of
about 800 people. There were just 36
people in her rural high school in the
Tri-Center Community School District.

Sarah was raised by her parents Nick
and Diana Benzing, in a family of farm-
ers, truck drivers, and union members:
AFSCME, IAM, NEA, UAW.

And Sarah has brought those work-
ing-class values to everything she has
done throughout an accomplished ca-
reer serving the public.

It is become a bit of a cliche to say
that someone never forgot where they
came from. Not only has Sarah never
forgotten her roots, they are woven
into every decision she makes and
every job she has done.

She has worked all over the country,
from Iowa to Massachusetts to Vir-
ginia to, of course, Ohio, which she
adopted as her second home. Sarah has
put working people at the center of all
she does.

So many of the people who have
worked with her in this office have
shared stories about what makes her
such an effective and admired leader
and mentor.

She has a unique ability to quickly
grasp and cut to the heart of any prob-
lem and to pull the right people to-
gether and empower them to solve it.
She is not just a boss; she is truly a
manager. She sees people’s strengths
and elevates them into the right roles
to accomplish things as a team.

As a manager, she has always been
there to help, but she also knows when
the best way to help is to push you to
meet your own potential.

It is easy to get caught up in the day
to day stress of running an office or a
campaign, and to lose track of actually
managing staff. Sarah never does. She
takes the time to invest in people, and
the office serves Ohioans better for it.

A testament to that is how many of
the people she has worked with who re-
main close personal friends.

Sarah brings a warmth and approach-
ability to the office that could prob-
ably only come from both a Mid-
westerner and from someone who began
her career as an organizer. Around the
office, staff call her the People’s Chief.
You are just as likely to find her chat-
ting in the front office with the staff
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assistants as you are behind a closed
door with the legislative director.

Swapping recipes, chatting about
pets, remembering details about peo-
ple’s lives and their families, Sarah
makes time for everyone and gets to
know everyone who comes through this
office.

And she brings the joy. She never
takes anything, including herself, too
seriously, and she makes this job fun
whenever and however she can. Cookie
competitions, book club, potlucks,
even a mock Iowa caucus, work is
never boring when Sarah is in charge.
And her enthusiasm is infectious.

Over a decade as chief, Sarah has also
become a master of this institution.
She knows how to get things done.

And all of that stems from her judge-
ment and her internal compass, always
seeing this job through the eyes of
workers.

When we first began working on the
multiemployer pension crisis more
than 7 years ago, most people in this
town didn’t want to touch it. No one
thought it was solvable, and they
thought it was too politically risky. A
lot of staffers in this building probably
would have advised me against getting
involved. But Sarah dove in.

And one reason is that she didn’t just
sit in Washington discussing the pol-
icy. She actually met the people. She
spent time in Ohio talking with Rita
Lewis and Mike Walden and so many of
the Ohio workers and retirees whose
retirement security—pensions they
earned and paid into—was about to be
ripped away.

And in no small part because of
Sarah’s skill and commitment, we got
it done.

For the rest of their lives, 100,000
Ohioans will get checks in the mail
every month from the pensions they
earned because of the work of this of-
fice, led by Sarah Benzing.

That was emblematic of how Sarah
approached this job. She didn’t stay in
Washington. She came to Ohio as often
as possible, traveling all over the State
meeting with workers and small busi-
nesses owners and local leaders all over
the State.

She is an excellent listener, and so
often, the result of those conversations
was legislation or other actions that
made a real difference in people’s lives.
She paid just as much attention to our
staff in Ohio as those in DC.

Sarah also understood that to get
things done for Ohio, we had to work
with our colleagues, regardless of
party. Sarah forged bonds with and is
respected by chiefs on both sides of the
aisle.

She knew how important it was for
Ohioans that their Senators work to-
gether for our State. For the majority
of my time in the Senate, our counter-
part was Senator Portman. Sarah and
Senator Portman’s chief forged a gen-
uine and productive partnership, work-
ing together on everything from
strengthening trade enforcement to
protecting Lake Erie to securing re-
sources for Ohio.
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Sarah’s time as chief has spanned
multiple Presidents, two impeach-
ments, a global pandemic. And through
it all, Sarah has had an uncommon
steadiness about her leadership.

Sarah has been a steady and vision-
ary leader for this office—and for
Connie and me, an invaluable confidant
and friend.

We first met Sarah not in Wash-
ington, but in Ohio. We sat around our
kitchen table with Connie and John
Ryan and our dog Gracie, who took to
Sarah immediately. Sitting there over
homemade chili, with Gracie sitting
next to Sarah as she scratched Gracie’s
ears, talking about Ohio and the cam-
paign ahead—and about our families
and about Sarah’s hometown and about
our pets, as the conversation wan-
dered—it was so clear that Sarah be-
longed.

She would move to Ohio a few weeks
later. And over the years, Sarah gotten
to know that kitchen table well. She
has become part of—at times, it feels
like the heart of—a big extended fam-
ily. And we have gotten to know her
family; she is so devoted to her hus-
band Erik and her stepchildren Jay,
Daona, and Noa.

Sarah, thank you for a life of service
to our country and the people who
make it work and for nearly 15 years of
friendship.

————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BROWN’S
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring our administrative team. Their
hard work and dedication make our
day-to-day operations possible.

They are the glue that holds our of-
fice together, from making sure staff
have the technology they need to do
their jobs, to making sure to ensuring
that every day runs as smoothly as
possible for staff and for the Ohioans
who interact with our office.

Every single member of Team Brown
depends on the administrative and op-
erations team.

From the staff assistants who man
the front desks, to the special assist-
ants who oversee the interns, without
your work, this office wouldn’t have
accomplished nearly as much or been
able to do our best work for Ohio.

None of our work would be possible
with our deputy chief of staff and long-
time operations director, Mary
Topolinski.

Mary joined our office at the begin-
ning of 2009. From her first days on the
job, it was clear that nothing fell
through the cracks on Mary’s watch.
She was on top of everything. She was
always thinking three steps ahead and
had solutions even before problems
arose.

Her job entailed more than anyone
could ever realize, and she was always
looking for new ways to help support
the people who work here and the Ohio-
ans we serve.

She always made sure staff was
taken care of and had what they need-
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ed, whether it was straightforward or
complicated. And no matter how long
it took, Mary was there.

When COVID struck and launched
our office into uncertain times and al-
most every policy and procedure went
out the window, Mary handled it with
grace.

She made sure the office kept run-
ning smoothly as we transitioned to re-
mote work. She made sure everyone
had the information and support that
they needed to keep doing their jobs
and that there would be no interrup-
tion in service for Ohioans.

Because of Mary, we were able to
keep serving Ohio in a moment when
they needed us the most. Our con-
stituent phone lines stayed on. Case-
work continued. Our worked never so
much as paused. It was a hard time for
everyone and for staff, and Mary was a
rock.

When we returned to the office, the
same was true.

Her dedication to this body extended
beyond even this office. Mary was al-
ways working to make the Senate a
better place to work, serving on com-
mittees to put in place new systems
and technologies to support the work
of every office.

As the operations director, Mary
navigated delicate situations, some-
times had to have tough conversations,
and always made sure our work re-
mained centered on the people we
serve.

She did it all with grace and thought-
fulness and care for her colleagues.

For Team Brown, Mary always
showed up. Her door was always open,
and she was always ready to offer ad-
vice or support or to just listen.

Mary understood that this office is
more than just a place people work; it
is a huge part of our staff’s lives, and
they do their jobs better when there is
comradery and a little fun.

She planned happy hours and office
events and staff outings, making sure
everyone felt welcome and enjoyed
themselves. She organized book club
and holiday parties and celebrations
for birthdays and staff departures and
special events in people’s lives.

For 15 years, Mary made this office
run, and she made it thrive. Mary
oversaw a team spanning from DC to
Cleveland to Columbus to Cincinnati.
Together, they made our work for
Ohioans possible.

Anourath Arounlangsy, our deputy
administrative director and lead intern
coordinator, took care of everyone on
the team. Whether coaching an intern
through a difficult situation or pro-
viding staff with support, he missed no
detail. Anourath sees through every
single task assigned and catches mis-
takes before they happen. He works
hard every single day and is a joy to be
around.

Nelson Richardson, our systems ad-
ministrator, has the difficult task of
managing equipment and trouble-
shooting technology for dozens of staff.
He does so without getting flustered or
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frustrated, remaining calm in every
storm. He is a natural leader, often
lending an ear and offering sound ad-
vice to younger staff. Nelson is mission
driven and a public servant at his core.

Marcus Nowling is a Columbus native
and graduate of Denison University. As
a special assistant, Marcus essentially
served as chief problem solver. One of
his many jobs was getting out thou-
sands of handwritten notes from the
Senator to Ohioans. Marcus was always
a delight to work with.

Constituents and guests ready to
meet with our office are greeted at the
front office by Erik Gomez and Lila
Jarouche, our two DC staff assistants.
They both organize U.S. Capitol tours
for Ohioans visiting our Nation’s Cap-
ital, get flags flown over the Capitol
for constituents, have mentored in-
terns, and answer hundreds of calls per
week, among many other tasks.

Erik Gomez was a spring 2023 intern
from Kent State University and was
hired on that same semester as a DC
staff assistant. He is passionate about
public service and was named as a Top
Staff Assistant on Capitol Hill last
year.

Lila Jarouche is a recent graduate
from the University of Toledo. She was
selected as a fall 2023 intern and was
also hired on as a full-time D.C. staff
assistant where she excelled in con-
stituent services, took on many legis-
lative responsibilities, and generally
excels in any task she is given.

Henry Binder and Bella Fletcher
joined as special projects assistants
and aided significantly in reviewing
over 500 congressionally directed
spending requests, had keen attention
to detail, and worked diligently.

Dariah Williams, our State sched-
uler, began on Team Brown as a staff
assistant, helping with constituent
services, as well as special projects.
Dariah’s willingness to take on more
and help the team however we needed
expanded her role to State scheduling.
Dariah cares deeply about Ohio and
public service.

Helen Clark, a Cleveland staff assist-
ant and intern coordinator, takes on
every task given with gusto and has
been called the beating heart of the
Cleveland office. She wrote heartfelt
congratulatory letters to constitu-
tions. She handles detailed research
and has a passion for bringing constitu-
ents and their families joy. Helen was
key in planning our annual women’s
Conference and Propel Ohio events.
Helen is a true public servant.

Playon Patrick is former intern
turned staff assistant in our Columbus
office. Playon excels at constituent
services, particularly handling some-
times difficult phone calls. He has a
keen eye for processes and has good
ideas for making improvements.

As Cincinnati staff assistant, Willow
Lopez was willing to take on anything
given. She helped plan our annual
women’s conference as soon as she
joined the office. Her attention to de-
tail and care for the work made that
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event a huge success. As a former
teacher, Willow also excelled at aiding
in our intern program. Training and
mentoring interns is a natural skill for
her.

None of the work in our office would
have been possible without Diana
Baron, our director of scheduling.

Earlier this year, we celebrated her
25 years of service to the people of
Ohio. She is an institution in this of-
fice and an invaluable resource to
every department.

From making sure I could meet with
every Ohioan possible, to making it all
over our State to roundtables and
plant tours and picket lines and
speeches and events, Diana was behind
the scenes making it happen. From
navigating confusing vote schedules to
getting staff the information they need
to do their jobs, Diana gets it done.

She is a thoughtful colleague who
makes a true effort to get to know ev-
eryone on our team, and turns cowork-
ers into friends—not to mention a leg-
endary baker, and an avid traveler.

And over her 25 years, as our team
has changed, Diana’s dedication to
Ohio and her respect for this institu-
tion has remained steadfast. For that,
we are grateful.

——

TRIBUTE TO THE STAFF OF THE
BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the Banking and Housing Com-
mittee staff. Their hard work and dedi-
cation took a committee that once
fought only for Wall Street and trans-
formed it into a body focused on the
issues that matter most to the people
we serve.

All the important work we have done
on the Banking and Housing Com-
mittee over the last decade would not
have been possible without the leader-
ship of our staff director Laura Swan-
son.

Laura is a lifelong public servant, a
brilliant strategic mind, and one of my
most trusted advisers. She puts work-
ers at the center of everything she does
and she has since the very beginning of
her career.

Laura joined the committee in 2011,
working for her home State Senator,
Chairman Tim Johnson of South Da-
kota.

When I became the lead Democrat on
the Banking and Housing Committee in
2015, I brought Laura onto my staff,
and she rose to staff director in 2019.
Laura is the first woman to ever hold
the top job on this committee for a
Democrat, and she has done this job for
6 years, longer than any of the six most
recent Democratic staff directors. She
has strategized with me through every
crisis, every markup, every hearing.

As a manager, Laura cares about the
whole person. Her door is always open
to staff. As often as people ask her for
work advice, they ask for a book rec-
ommendation or talk about music to-
gether or tell her about a recent trip.
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Laura is kind, decent, and humble.
And she is a good listener, a quality
that is all too rare in this town. In
meetings, she invites everyone to
weigh in so that the best decision can
be made with all the information we
have. When we are faced with the
toughest problems, Laura always finds
a way through.

When I became chair, Laura and I
took the opportunity to finally bring
the focus of this committee back where
it belongs: the people who make this
country work.

We brought the CEOs of the country’s
largest Wall Street banks to testify
every year for the first time in history.
Same with the CEOs of the credit re-
porting firms, which hold tremendous
power over people’s abilities to buy a
house or get a job and are almost never
held accountable.

We confirmed a diverse slate of nomi-
nees to important positions, including
the first Black woman and first Latina
woman to serve as Federal Reserve
Governor; the first woman of color to
lead the Federal Housing Finance
Agency; the first Black woman to lead
EXIM; and more.

It is easy in this town to become
angry or jaded or hopeless. Laura has
resisted that and retained a refreshing
eternal optimism. We owe it to those
we serve to keep going. I will, and I
know Laura will, too.

Thank you, Laura, for your 20 years
of service in the Senate, 14 of those
years on the Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs Committee. I am grate-
ful to have spent 10 of those years
working together and learning from
you.

Elisha Tuku is a brilliant attorney
and a thoughtful colleague. He has
worked for the Banking and Housing
Committee for more than a decade.

Elisha’s colleagues describe him as
‘“‘the real deal.” He has an unmatched,
encyclopedic depth of firsthand knowl-
edge about securities and the financial
system. You can try to roll him with
complicated lingo, but it won’t work.
It helps that he genuinely can’t get
enough of this stuff; he comes into
work with Bloomberg radio in his head-
phones and leaves in the evening lis-
tening to financial news podcasts.

During negotiations of amendments
or bill text, any time we needed to
break through the legalese more quick-
ly than should be possible, Elisha was
there and got it done. When we would
otherwise be stuck, he moves us for-
ward.

Elisha works hard and thinks noth-
ing of it. He is a dedicated husband and
a wonderful father, while still making
himself available to staff who need his
help, day or night.

Elisha can get along with anyone, re-
gardless of their political or policy
views. He can make a friend in any set-
ting. He genuinely cares about people
and maintains connections over years
and years.

In the Banking and Housing Com-
mittee offices, Elisha peeks his head
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into colleagues’ offices, greeting them
after a weekend away, asking about
knick-knacks on their desks, and shar-
ing stories about his son. He is quietly
generous; he sends his coworkers gifts
when they become new parents, and
then he sends holiday gifts for their
children, never expecting anything in
return.

Elisha’s door is always open if people
need a sounding board. The walls of his
office are decorated with photographs
he has taken while traveling. He has a
quick wit and is always ready to go
back and forth on a round of baseball
trivia with me. Despite his love for the
Yankees, I have to admit, he knows
baseball.

We have been lucky to have him on
staff for as long as we have. Thank
you, Elisha, for your many years of
public service and for helping to lead
the committee staff.

Min Cheng came to the committee
shortly after I became chairman in 2021
as the press assistant. In that role, and
then as press secretary, she propelled
the Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs Committee’s digital presence into
the future, designing a new logo, grow-
ing our social media following dramati-
cally, and producing videos of our com-
mittee members’ work to protect work-
ers and their families’ money. This
summer she became the committee’s
communications director.

Min has always performed at the
highest level in any role. She is
thoughtful, creative, always calm, and
a true talent in finding ways to explain
the complicated topics this committee
often grapples with. She has a gift for
turning complex jargon into plain lan-
guage, and she built strong relation-
ships with journalists.

She is a quick learner and helpful
sounding board who brings out the best
in her colleagues. Min is also a good
mentor to others on the communica-
tions team. And Min always brings an
amazing, dry sense of humor to her
work, a quick wit that cuts through
some of the craziness of politics and
lightens up the office whenever we all
need it.

She also has a full life off the Hill
that allows her to put her creativity to
use. She is a talented musician—sing-
ing in a choir, playing in bands, and
with her own solo music projects. Min
married her husband Jack this fall.
Min has a bright future, and I am ex-
cited to see where her talents and in-
terests take her.

As oversight counsel, Mohammad
Aslami helped lead our efforts to get
talented, diverse nominees on the job
in roles throughout our government
that are crucial to protecting the pub-
lic.

Shannon Bacon came on as an intern
with the committee and was quickly
brought on as a full member of the
housing and transit teams. She has a
real commitment to public service and
a bright future.

Emily Blaydes came to us from a
legal aid organization in Massachu-
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setts, where she helped renters stay in
safe, affordable housing. She has con-
tinued that good work on housing
issues, including introducing the
YIGBY Act during her several years
with the committee.

Erika Calderon has spent her career
in public service and leads the commit-
tee’s work on consumer protection. A
few years ago, while working in a pre-
vious office, she wrote and got passed
into law a measure requiring carbon
monoxide detectors in public housing,
no doubt saving lives.

Homer Carlisle has worked for the
committee for more than a decade, and
was instrumental in negotiating and
passing the bipartisan infrastructure
law and ensuring it contained the
strongest ever Buy America rules. If
you are seeing the bridge in your town
get repaired, new buses on the roads, or
expanded terminals at your local air-
port, chances are, you can thank
Homer. Homer has also taken on addi-
tional work in our personal office, tak-
ing the lead on holding Norfolk South-
ern accountable and working to make
our railways safer.

From an intern in the Columbus of-
fice, to leading the committee’s work
on mortgages and single-family hous-
ing, Megan Cheney has been working
with me to improve Ohioans’ lives and
lower the cost of housing for more than
13 years.

Over a decade ago, my office ap-
pointed Will Clayton to be a Senate
page. Five years later, he interned in
the Columbus office. He has pretty
much been with us since, mentoring in-
terns, assisting constituents, and help-
ing everything run smoothly, both in
our Washington, DC, office and on the
committee staff.

Beth Cooper has worked on the com-
mittee staff for more than 15 years. It
is not an exaggeration to say that her
work on renters’ issues, vouchers, and
public housing has touched lives in
every corner of Ohio and across the
country.

I have seen firsthand that Ben
Finfrock’s work ethic is like no other,
as an intern and staff assistant in our
DC office, and as my driver and press
assistant on the committee. Whenever
we need him, Ben is up before the sun
rises and here past dinner with no com-
plaints.

Sunny Glottmann has handled issues
related to the Federal Reserve at a cru-
cial time and led our work on bringing
down prices and creating an economy
that puts workers first.

Ann Peterson worked in the Obama
administration, became an accom-
plished lawyer, and returned to govern-
ment service to make our markets
work better for families that are sav-
ing for and investing in their future.

As climate change disrupts commu-
nities and industries, John Richards
brought decades of experience on Cap-
itol Hill and at the Department of En-
ergy to lead our work on climate risk.

Phil Rudd has worked for the com-
mittee for over a decade. Phil has
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worked mnonstop through weekends,
evenings, and holidays to negotiate bi-
partisan agreement on the CHIPS and
Science Act, every annual defense bill,
and more.

We first brought Jeff Schroeder on as
an intern, then again as a fellow—{fi-
nally, we were lucky enough to hire
him full-time last year. He managed a
wide portfolio with a steady hand and
deep policy knowledge.

Jonathan Tsentas is a sharp strate-
gist and keeps a cool head during times
of crisis. His decade of experience in
the Senate served our office well this
year.

Shanna Winters has worked on some
big, historic bills in her time in Con-
gress, including the FEND Off
Fentanyl Act, legislation to curb the
flow of fentanyl into our communities.
She helped bring country music star
Jason ‘‘Jelly Roll” DeFord to testify in
support, helped secure a unanimous
vote out of committee, and got the bill
passed and signed into law within 1
year of introduction.

As a detailee from the Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, Sean
Young has been a core part of our
team, writing hearing statements, con-
ducting oversight, and managing a
portfolio of important banking issues.

Serena Booth has used technical ex-
pertise and a consumer-first focus to
lead the committee’s work on artificial
intelligence and other emerging tech-
nologies in financial services. Her fu-
ture students at Brown University will
be lucky to know her and to learn from
her, just as we have been.

———

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BROWN’S
CASEWORK TEAM

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize the people in my of-
fice who are on the frontlines of our
work serving the public: my casework
team. Our casework team is the best in
the country.

They have spent every day working
to solve Ohioans’ problems and make
their lives a little bit easier. There was
never an issue too complex, no case too
daunting, no lengths we wouldn’t go to
serve an Ohioan in need.

Whether it was ensuring that a So-
cial Security check came through on
time, getting veterans the benefits and
care they earned from their service,
helping farmers and small businesses
access Federal assistance programs, fa-
cilitating passports and visas, or work-
ing to connect constituents with a Fed-
eral Agency, this team is essential to
our work for Ohio.

I am proud of the fact that in the 18
years I have been in the Senate, our
casework team has assisted nearly
150,000 Ohioans with a Federal issue.

John Patterson has led our out-
standing casework team throughout
this term and has served in our office
for all 18 years.

Fresh off my Senate campaign in
2006, John joined my Cleveland office
as a staff assistant. After just 2 years,
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he moved into a caseworker and sched-
uling role. Throughout his decade of
service as a constituent advocate,
John’s deep commitment to the people
of Ohio was clear, and at the beginning
of this last term, John began leading
casework team as our constituent serv-
ices manager.

For the last 6 years, John has led the
team through some of our busiest
years, including when new challenges
and cases arose during the pandemic.

John manages one of the largest
casework teams in the country and set-
ting them up for success. He gives
thoughtful advice and lends an ear or a
helping hand, while simultaneously
maintaining his own caseload, often
working late nights and weekends to
get the job done.

That is because service is more than
just his job; it is his life’s mission.
Service is at the heart of everything he
does. He makes sure the constituent is
at the heart of everything we do and
always celebrates his team’s successes.
The casework stories he shares on our
Friday staff calls brighten everyone’s
day and remind us why we are here.

Our office has received so many let-
ters and voicemails thanking John for
the work he did.

In one recent case, John was assist-
ing a man from Akron who also owned
a working farm. Norfolk Southern
owned a rail crossing that ran right in
front of the entrance to his farm and
was in serious disrepair. He was afraid
someone would get stuck on the tracks
trying to get to work on the farm and
be struck by a train.

For nearly a year, John worked every
angle trying to get Norfolk Southern
to fix its dangerous crossing. And be-
cause of his persistence, this October,
John finally received word—and tre-
mendous thanks—from the Ohioan that
the crossing was fixed.

Those are the kinds of results John
got.

One note we got from an Ohioan this
summer, whom John helped in a pass-
port emergency, said, ‘“Without your
inquiry, this would not have hap-
pened.”” We hear that over and over
about John, on issue after issue.

John also understands that casework
is more than just helping Ohioans with
individual problems; good casework in-
forms good policy.

Whenever John recognized patterns
in our casework, he brought them to
the larger team. When Iraq and Af-
ghanistan veterans came to my office
with their healthcare challenges, we
wrote and passed the PACT Act. Today,
tens of thousands of Ohio veterans and
a million across the country have ac-
cess to the healthcare they earned dur-
ing their service because public serv-
ants like John Patterson went to bat
for them.

In addition to his work, John Patter-
son leaves a lasting impression on his
colleagues and the people he served.

His colleagues love hearing stories
about his travels, including his annual
trip to the Achiever Fest in Louisville;
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that is a celebration of ‘‘The Big
Lebowski” for those unaware. And he
is known throughout the whole office
for his love of rollercoasters that sends
him to theme parks around the coun-
try.

His colleagues speak of his kindness
and attentiveness and the joy he
brought to his team, the Cleveland of-
fice, and my entire staff.

I thank John for his years of service
to the people of Ohio.

Joe Henry started as an intern in my
office and rose up through the ranks to
become a leader on our casework team.
For 18 years, he has been a role model
to young staff with an interest in pub-
lic service.

Joe joined my Cleveland office in 2007
where he first got a feel for working di-
rectly with constituents, answering
their phone calls, receiving their let-
ters, and greeting them at the front
door. He then became a staff assistant
in my Columbus office in 2008 and rose
quickly.

In 2009, Joe joined the casework team
as a constituent advocate and has dedi-
cated his career to serving thousands
of Ohioans ever since. Joe’s an expert,
plain and simple. He is an institutional
source of knowledge for so many, both
on my team and in other parts of the
Federal Government, and his attention
to detail and restless persistence are
admired by all.

Joe manages one of the most difficult
casework portfolios in our office. Dur-
ing the pandemic, Joe served as a liai-
son for every Ohioan who didn’t get
their stimulus check from the IRS. He
helped thousands of constituents navi-
gate student loan payment deferral and
student loan forgiveness programs. He
worked with small businesses and guid-
ed them through Federal pandemic as-
sistance, like the Paycheck Protection
Program that kept many Ohio small
businesses open. No task was too tall,
no letter too long, no case too complex
for Joe Henry.

An elderly couple from Hamilton,
OH, got answers from the IRS because
of Joe Henry.

Grieving parents dealing with the
loss of their son, who were convinced
that their government had forgotten
them, had their son’s student loans for-
given because of Joe Henry.

The sheriff’s deputy in Mansfield,
who lives across the street from the
house I grew up in, was able to pass on
his G.I. benefits to his son because of
Joe Henry.

Public service is more than just Joe’s
job. His passion for it shines through in
everything he does. He started Propel,
our annual student Ileadership con-
ference for college and community col-
lege students. In his free time, he
teaches civics at the Ohio State Uni-
versity’s John Glenn College of Public
Affairs and fosters the next generation
of public servants.

With a quick wit and a mastery of
sarcasm, Joe has made a lasting im-
pact on his colleagues and the people
he has served. He is an avid fan of the
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Columbus Crew, and he and his hus-
band John can often be found cheering
them on at games.

Joe Henry, thank you for your serv-
ice to our office and to the people of
Ohio.

And our casework team wouldn’t be
complete with all the advocates who
have dedicated themselves to improv-
ing the lives of their Ohio neighbors.

Paulanne Oakes has been a fixture of
our casework team for nearly 17 years.
She carries limitless wisdom which she
shares with all who get the chance to
know her. Paulanne was the strongest
advocate for those who are often over-
looked and never got knocked down.
She is warm and caring, with a calming
presence that made her a natural at
serving constituents dealing with frus-
trating and stressful situations. Her at-
titude and spirit brought joy to all who
worked with her.

Blair Austin helped more than 1,700
constituents get their passports in less
than 2 years, always with a smile on
her face and an eagerness to help.

Christina Corrigan, the newest mem-
ber of our casework team, served with
distinction and worked to help immi-
grants and families in our State.

Brad Deane has served Ohioans for a
decade and a half, demonstrating tre-
mendous care for everyone he serves,
and diligently working to secure re-
sources for Ohio communities through
Federal grants.

Christian Hill dutifully managed one
of the most emotionally challenging
casework portfolios, working with law
enforcement agencies, victims of vio-
lent crimes and their families, and
those who have been targeted by
scams. He is also one hell of a driver.

Sue Klein, one of my dearest friends,
leaves her mark on so many of my
staff. Her care for our interns and
younger staff, and her management of
our military service academy nomina-
tions process has expanded so many on
our team’s faith in our country. Just
don’t get between her and the TV dur-
ing a Browns or a Guardians game.

Zak Lingo lights up any room he
walks into and has served Ohioans with
distinction.

Seth Pringle has worked in my office
since 2016, advocating for Ohioans. He
is also a member of the Ohio National
Guard and served in the U.S. Army. We
are grateful for his service to our State
and our country.

Evan Schalon is wise beyond his
years. With patience, integrity, and a
deep intuition, he showed up on day
one ready to serve.

Logan Snell, our intake specialist
and one of the newest members of our
casework team, quickly integrated into
the office and made himself an integral
part of the team.

Meghann Tatz is exceptional. Wheth-
er in our Lorain or Columbus offices,
she was always a strong ally for any
Ohioan who walked in the door.

Meghan Vogel has been an out-
standing public servant. The word we
heard most often when reading her
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feedback from constituents:
star.”

Casework is mnot glamorous. It
doesn’t get big headlines or show up in
the papers. It is often some of the hard-
est work we do in my Senate office

Every day, our advocates reach out
to Ohioans who may be rightfully frus-
trated that their government isn’t
working as it should. They haven’t got-
ten their Social Security; they have
been denied certain benefits; they don’t
understand what the IRS is asking of
them.

But our caseworkers have been there
to listen and to help. And even more,
our caseworkers have dedicated their
time and their careers and their lives
to making Ohioans’ lives a little bit
easier. We put constituents at the cen-
ter of everything we do. And that is
what our caseworkers dedicated them-
selves to every day in my office. I
thank them all for their service to
Ohio and to our country.

———————

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BROWN’S
COMMUNICATIONS STAFF

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor my communications
team. All that we do in government—
passing legislation, pushing for invest-
ment in Ohio, holding government and
corporations accountable—doesn’t
mean much if the people we serve don’t
know about it and don’t understand
why it matters to their lives. That is
what our communications team does.

Our communications staff interact
every day with journalists in Ohio,
treating reporters with the respect
they deserve and an appreciation for
the crucial work they do.

And they interact with Ohioans all
over our State who want to know
whether their government is serving
them.

The comms team helps all of us think
a little less about how something
might sound in Washington and a lot
more about how it will be understood
by Ohioans.

Kevin Donohoe has led our commu-
nications team over the past 2 years
with an appreciation for the impor-
tance and integrity of journalism and
for how ordinary Ohioans get their in-
formation and interact with their gov-
ernment.

Kevin is the newest senior member of
our team, but after only a few short
months on the job, it seemed to most
of us like he had been here forever. He
fit seamlessly into Team Brown.

Despite being a quintessential New
Englander, Kevin immediately made it
his mission to not just learn about
Ohio, but to really embed himself in
the culture of our State. And he quick-
ly earned the trust and respect of Ohio
journalists.

Within a few short months on the
job, Kevin had been to East Palestine,
which was still reeling from Norfolk
Southern’s toxic train derailment. He
had been to the grand opening of the
Bit-O-Honey line at Spangler Candy

‘‘super-
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that the Butch Lewis Act made pos-
sible. And he was telling anyone who
would listen about how cool our sum-
mer manufacturing camps are and the
projects he saw kids working on in
Dayton.

Kevin quickly—intuitively—under-
stood the mission of this office. And he
was able to translate that mission to
the public and bring the work of gov-
ernment to the people who matter
most: the people we serve.

Few are better at taking in large
amounts of new information and being
able to quickly articulate a vision and
a strategy. Kevin is nothing if not a
strategic thinker.

Kevin also brought out the best in a
young, talented communications staff.
He is excellent at providing people di-
rection, while still giving them room
to grow—to learn to do things them-
selves and to develop their own in-
stincts.

He was the comms team’s biggest ad-
vocate. He was always looking for op-
portunities for staff not just to thrive
in their jobs, but to grow and to take
on new challenges.

In this job, it would have been easy
to hunker down and leave little room
for fun. But that is not Kevin.

No one would ever accuse him of
being low energy or taking himself too
seriously; he is known for pacing the
office with a baseball bat. One staffer
even dressed as Kevin for Halloween,
coffee stains and rumpled hair in-
cluded. But we like rumpled in this of-
fice.

And that energy is infectious. Kevin
never does anything halfway, and he
has brought that combination of en-
thusiasm and focus to the entire team.

Katie Mulhall Quintela has served in
my Senate communications shop since
2015, beginning her Senate career as my
speechwriter and continuing to serve
the people of Ohio and the Nation as a
senior member of my Senate team.

Over the last decade, Katie has been
a leader in advancing the dignity of
work, having helped craft a strong
message advocating for American
workers and rallying against corporate
greed. She and I have worked together
to draft countless speeches, remarks,
op-eds, and letters to the editor.

With every word, Katie always re-
membered who we were working for
and speaking to. She helped elevate the
voices of the people of Ohio and work-
ers across the country here in Wash-
ington, making sure their stories were
told. And she invited them into the
conversation by cutting through the
Washington jargon to ensure the focus
was always the lives of the people we
serve.

Together, often with Connie, we have
poured over pages to get the words just
right, whether in preparing for my
March 3, 2017, speech at Ohio State
University unveiling our plan, ‘“Work-
ing Too Hard for Too Little,” or draft-
ing a floor speech honoring Ohio work-
ers or selecting the right words to nee-
dle a CEO before the Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs Committee.
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And in what is perhaps one of my fa-
vorite pastimes, we have kept the edi-
torial department at the Wall Street
Journal on its toes, calling out its
anti-worker, free-trade-loving board at
every opportunity. There is not a
statement or public speech I have given
in the last decade that Katie’s work
with me hasn’t made better.

Katie is smart and collaborative. She
is also my toughest critic. Her persist-
ence and good advice are one of the
reasons our office has been so success-
ful and our message has always reso-
nated with so many people across the
country and State.

While her messaging advice and
strong writing are her career, it is so
much more than words on a paper to
Katie. She is deeply committed to
making our country a better place for
working people and has been there for
some of our toughest Senate battles
and some of my proudest moments
serving in the U.S. Senate.

Katie has gotten to know the pen-
sioners and was a part of passing the
Butch Lewis Act on their behalf. She
learned the stories of veterans in our
State and their spouses as we fought to
pass the PACT Act. She shares those
successes on behalf of Ohio and the
American people.

Connie and I have come to know
Katie and her family over the years, in-
cluding her son Charlie, who even
dressed up as me for Halloween. I am
honored she chose to devote her career
to the people of Ohio, and I will miss
working with her each day.

Brian Lyons, a proud son of Youngs-
town, began as a press intern more
than 4 years ago and worked his way up
from intern to press assistant to press
secretary. Few have grown more in
their jobs than Brian, who is a gifted
strategist, has Dbuilt relationships
with—and earned the respect of—re-
porters all across the State and has de-
veloped an encyclopedic knowledge of
the Ohio press corps. His passion for
this job and for Ohio workers is so
clear in all that he does.

Elaine Vilem brought all of her pas-
sion for her home State—not to men-
tion the Guardians—to this job. Her
warmth and her ability to connect with
anyone, combined with her stellar in-
stincts and ability to think on her feet,
made her a natural at organizing
events across Ohio.

Maggie Amjad is the definition of a
utility player. From her start as both a
deputy speechwriter and press assist-
ant, she quickly proved herself indis-
pensable to the entire team—talented
at both writing and press alike, ready
to step up to any task, excel at it, and
do it with enthusiasm.

Logan Basch’s creativity is evident
in all he does, getting our message out
to Ohioans, from videos to newsletters
to memes I have never even heard of on
Instagram. Logan isn’t just skilled at
what he does; he is always ready to
pitch in, stepping up to assist the rest
of the team wherever he can.
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TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BROWN’S
LEGISLATIVE STAFF

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring a driving force on my staff, our
legislative team.

Without their expertise and dedica-
tion and talent, we would not have
been able to do the vital work we have
done to fight for the dignity of work.

From the Butch Lewis Act that saved
the pensions of 100,000 Ohio workers to
the PACT Act that extended benefits
for veterans exposed to toxins while
serving our country to the $35 cap on
the price of insulin, the lives of Ohio-
ans—of Americans—are better because
of this team.

The work of our legislative team
would not be possible without the lead-
ership and guidance of our deputy chief
of staff and, before that, our longtime
legislative director Jeremy Hekhuis.

Jeremy joined Team Brown 2011 as
our legislative director. And while he
attended the University of Michigan
for law school-—something he never lets
staff forget—Jeremy has been one of
Ohio’s best advocates. He understands
this State and the issues that matter
most to its people.

Over 14 years, Jeremy served as our
legislative director, Banking Com-
mittee deputy staff director and deputy
chief and counsel, and he pushed for-
ward an agenda that put Ohio and the
people who make this country work
first. Without Jeremy’s masterful ma-
neuvering and endless Kknowledge,
many of these wins wouldn’t have hap-
pened. Anyone who has worked with
Jeremy knows he is more than just an
effective staffer; he is a force.

He always has another big idea, an-
other path to try, another way to de-
liver for Ohio. Jeremy never gives up;
his persistence is legendary.

Of course, big ideas don’t mean much
if you don’t know how to get things
done. Jeremy does; few understand how
to make the Senate work better than
Jeremy.

He knows that the biggest wins can
be the result of the longest fights. He
sees the value in the long game, and
finding the right moment to spring
into action, there is no one better at
making sure everything is ready to go,
and then seizing the right opportunity.

He has done it over and over again. It
is how we expanded the Child Tax Cred-
it, saved the pensions of 100,000 Ohio-
ans, and expanded healthcare for vet-
erans. It is how we got a new middle
school in Piketon and FEND Off
Fentanyl passed into law. Jeremy’s fin-
gerprints are on everything that has
come out of this office and the Banking
and Housing Committee—every bill,
every letter, every investment, every
win.

He worked alongside our legislative
assistants and aides and pushed his
team to consider every angle and every
possible scenario to ensure they did
their best work for Ohio. He is known
for his late-night phone calls from the
aisles of the grocery store and early
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morning calls from the trail as he
bikes into the office.

When I became ranking member of
the Banking and Housing Committee in
2015, Jeremy took on double duty in
our office, stepping up to serve as the
deputy staff director on the Banking
and Housing Committee, in addition to
his work as LD. In this role, Jeremy
served as the thread connecter, coordi-
nating work between the two teams
and helping merge them into one larger
operation.

His office door was always open to
staff to ask questions or get his eyes on
a memo or letter or speech. He was a
resource for every department and a
near expert on Ohio—and a whole lot of
other unexpected subjects.

And in an intense and high stakes
work environment, it can be hard to
find people that always lead with kind-
ness, but that is Jeremy. He always
finds the good in people. He always
finds the common ground. And he al-
ways finds a way to work with every-
one. It is why he is so good at this job;
this institution is built on relation-
ships.

While he is the best at what he does
in the Senate, the job he is most proud
of is dad to Hannah, Isaiah, and Caleb
and husband to Christine. His love of
public service is only rivaled by his
love of family and of music, craft beer,
kimchi, and great food and good com-
pany.

We couldn’t have delivered for Ohio
without Jeremy. Jeremy, thank you
for nearly a decade and a half of your
big ideas and your exceptional service.

Our legislative team—and our whole
office—couldn’t function without our
legislative director, Abby Duggan.

Abby joined our office in 2013 as a
legislative correspondent. From Abby’s
first days on Team Brown, her talent,
thoroughness, and attention to detail
stood out.

It was no surprise that over the next
10 years, Abby worked her way up in
the office becoming a legislative aide,
then a legislative assistant, and even-
tually deputy legislative director be-
fore becoming legislative director.

Abby has the rare combination of
care and compassion for the people we
serve and for her colleagues, combined
with a deep understanding of the tech-
nical parts of legislating.

Her legislative work focused pri-
marily on our health portfolio working
to expand access to healthcare for
Ohioans and people across the country
and to bring down drug prices and
healthcare costs.

Her vigilant defense of the Affordable
Care Act ensured that Ohioans had ac-
cess to care they need. She worked
alongside Governor Kasich’s team to
expand Medicaid and was instrumental
in strengthening and extending the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
or CHIP.

She also worked hard to secure a
commitment to consolidate and up-
grade Cincinnati’s two aging National
Institute for Occupational Safety and
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Health facilities. The construction
phase of that project is right around
the corner.

As the addiction crisis strained com-
munities across the country, Abby
worked to deliver real solutions for
Ohioans, from working with Senator
Portman’s team to pass the CRIB Act
to increasing access to residential
treatment programs for Ohioans who
rely on Medicaid.

Much of Abby’s work centered on
fighting for Ohio children and the
State’s children’s hospitals. She pushed
for increased funding for pediatric re-
search and fellowship programs to
train the next generation of pediatri-
cians. Legislation she helped write to
prevent stillbirths and sudden unex-
pected deaths in infants and children is
now law.

And because of Abby, people of all
ages in Ohio are living healthier lives
and have better, more affordable
healthcare.

Many Ohioans probably recognize her
from her work to support our office’s
Congressionally Directed Spending
projects. Over the course of the past 3
years, the team has secured nearly $500
million in funding to support more
than 325 unique projects across Ohio.

Abby brings out the best in this
team. She helped make this office the
place it was.

Abby, in some sense, grew up in this
office. She got married. She welcomed
a son and dealt with all the challenges
that come with being a new parent
while doing a tough job.

On Team Brown, Abby is a steady
presence and is always focused on how
best to support the legislative team
and mentor staff. Abby is a natural
manager.

She has a keen eye for talent. She
recognizes her team’s strengths, meets
staffers where they are, and creates op-
portunities to help everyone grow in
their roles.

Abby has recruited many fellows to
our office over the years—talented
temporary additions to our staff who
bring outside expertise, but who have
often never worked in Congress before.
Many of these former fellows were here
this week, in the Gallery for my final
floor speech.

Under Abby’s tutelage, often after
only a few months working in the Sen-
ate, these fellows were fully integrated
into the office, introducing bills and
shepherding legislation. That is the
Abby touch.

As a manager, Abby always has the
right solution, knows the right thing
to say, and handles every situation
with grace. She makes sure that every-
one feels heard, that problems are re-
solved, and that the people we serve
are at the center of every decision we
make.

Abby, thank you for bringing your
warmth and your passion and your
skill to this job serving Ohioans for
more than a decade.

Abby and Jeremy led a team of tal-
ented policy staffers with diverse inter-
ests and specialties all working to bet-
ter the lives of the people we serve.
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Chad Bolt led our tax portfolio, and
the Child Tax Credit and Earned In-
come Tax Credit wouldn’t have hap-
pened without Chad’s work. He is also
the reason the Social Security Fairness
Act passed the House this year and will
be voted on in the Senate later this
week. Chad is the guy you want on
your team; he is collaborative, a re-
source for junior staff and new team
members, a creative thinker who gets
it done, and an incredible Kkickball
player.

Wes King covers our agriculture, en-
ergy, and environment portfolios. He
writes more letters in a day than most
Senate LAs do in a month, and they
are always exactly what we need to
fight for constituents. He is also the
volunteer manager of his neighborhood
community garden and brings in excess
goodies from his garden for the staff to
enjoy.

Drew Martineau, our defense and vet-
erans staffer, is everyone’s go-to guy.
Every group who meets with the office
raves about how excellent Drew is. And
it is not just because he is a good lis-
tener who understands the policy; it is
because he cares and follows through.
Drew is also a great leader and leads by
example, having worked his way up in
the office from my driver in Ohio to a
senior member of my legislative team.
You can tell he was captain of his col-
lege baseball team, a tradition he has
continued as captain of our office’s
softball league, where he has been a
fearless leader and makes everyone in
the office feel valued and included, es-
pecially our interns.

Brendan Flynn, our judiciary legisla-
tive assistant, is committed to con-
stituent services, and it shows in ev-
erything he does. He always works to
put Ohioans first, whether it is fighting
the administration to get resources to
communities in need or organizing a
judicial commission process to ensure
our Federal judges represent the best
Ohio has to offer. He is always there to
chat with his colleagues, especially if
it is about theater, cooking techniques,
or his hometown Las Vegas.

Kimberly Lattimore now covers our
health portfolio and always makes con-
stituents feel welcome and heard. Her
passion for public health and fighting
for vulnerable communities shows in
the work she does every day. She re-
cently became an aunt, and Kimberly
has spent lots of time getting to know
the newest member of her extended
family.

Lyndsey Barnes, our economic ad-
viser, is a committed public servant. I
will always remember she said in her
interview that the most important role
in a Senate office is its casework team.
She understands that this work is
about helping people, about the dignity
of their work. Lyndsey is from Buffalo
and has dedicated the past decade of
her life to improving the lives of folks
living on and around Route 90, whether
they be in western New York or Ohio.

The work of our legislative assistants
is supported every day by our team of
legislative correspondents and aides.
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Amy Myers joined our team after
years working for the residents of New
Jersey, but quickly grew to know Ohio.
Amy knows just about everyone on
Capitol Hill and is always ready to help
a colleague make a connection or share
a story from a friend.

Francis Goins is passionate about
serving his home State and advocating
for policy to improve our Nation’s
healthcare system. He ran track in col-
lege and will be joining our armed serv-
ices early next year, dedicating more
of his career to serving our country in
a different way.

Andy Dickson loves Ohio and meet-
ing with constituents. He finds joy de-
livering for his home State every day.
He always makes people feel com-
fortable and loves to hear about where
they are from and what they love
about Ohio. He also recently adopted a
cat Denny.

Cierra Stewart has done an incredible
job stepping in to fill in whenever we
need her, whether it is because a team
member leaves and we need coverage
on the portfolio or we need someone to
take the lead on the College Presidents
Conference. She did a great job work-
ing on our Resolution to Declare Rac-
ism a Public Health Crisis. She has
also dedicated her personal time to
service organizations and others dedi-
cated to building up congressional
staff, including the SBLC and others. I
am excited for her next adventure;
Cierra plans to attend law school start-
ing next fall.

Diop Harris, while originally from
the State to the north of Ohio, served
the people of Ohio for 3 years. He spent
his time working on issues both in our
personal office and partnering with my
staff on the Banking and Housing Com-
mittee to make sure Ohioans who
reached out to us with questions re-
ceived an update on issues they care
about.

Lila Jarouche worked both as a staff
assistant and supported the legislative
team. She excelled in every project she
took on and is a natural leader. Her
work improved our reach to Ohioans by
responding to more than 100,000 pieces
of mail in less than 2 months, and she
stepped up to help staff my work on
the Congressional-Executive Commis-
sion on China when I rejoined the
CECC earlier this year.

———

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR BROWN’S
OUTREACH STAFF

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, today I
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring our outreach team, the staff who
are out and about every day in Ohio
communities, listening to and working
with the people we serve.

They make sure our work reaches
every corner of Ohio, from Ashtabula
to Cincinnati to Marietta to Toledo.
Whether it is meeting with local gov-
ernments or walking picket lines, vis-
iting local businesses or representing
our office at naturalization ceremonies
or Eagle Scout dinners or neighborhood
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festivals, these dedicated workers em-
bedded themselves in Ohio commu-
nities, in every county all over the
State.

I always said, I am an 88-county Sen-
ator. The outreach staff is a big reason
why. And it is their conversations that
help center our work on the issues that
matter most to Ohioans.

John Ryan has served Ohio as my
State director for 18 years, since I was
first elected in 2007. But our paths had
crossed long before, when I was in my
early 20s. John had just been elected
president of CWA Local 4309. I had been
elected to the State legislature rep-
resenting my hometown of Mansfield,
OH. We began working together on be-
half of workers across our State. John
was an aggressive, creative, and fierce
union activist who was widely re-
spected not just by workers, but by ev-
eryone in Cleveland, even if he was
picketing outside their business. His
political savvy, intelligence, and kind-
ness made him a force in the fight for
labor, as he served in leadership roles,
including as the president of the Cleve-
land AFL-CIO.

I learned so much about activism and
advocacy from John. He is also the rea-
son I made it to the U.S. Senate. In
January of 2006, Connie and I asked
him to run my campaign for the U.S.
Senate. The campaign was struggling
as we tried to get it off the ground.
Campaign manager after campaign
manager had turned us down. Then one
night, Connie and I came up with the
idea of John Ryan. Many people in this
town were surprised that I was hiring a
labor leader to run my campaign. But
Washington would probably work a lot
better if more people looked to the
labor movement for leadership. Connie
and I knew John’s commitment to the
dignity of work, his love for Ohio—and
his vision for how our State and our
country could truly live up to its prom-
ise.

Because of John, I won that race.
And since then he has led our in-state
team, taking only a brief leave of ab-
sence in 2011 when I asked him to help
lead the effort to overturn S.B. 5, a bill
in the statehouse that threatened
union workers in Ohio.

John has dedicated his life’s work to
the labor movement and to fighting for
all workers—in Ohio and across the
country. He is always looking for every
opportunity to make workers’ lives
better. He understands the tools to ad-
vocate for workers go beyond just leg-
islation. He knew that there was al-
ways a phone call to be made or a pri-
vate letter to be sent that might secure
workers a raise or a union contract.

And whenever workers in Ohio faced
a strike or organized a union, John was
there—listening to them, providing his
support and counsel, and ensuring that
our office was doing everything we
could—privately and publicly—to stand
with workers as they fought for a voice
in their workplace. Too many Senate
offices just look out for the wealthy
and powerful. John understood the dif-
ference this office could make, whether
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it was helping workers resolve a dis-
pute or encouraging an organizing
drive or calling on a corporation to
meet workers at the bargaining table.

John knows that grassroots orga-
nizing is at the heart of making change
in this country. John was integral in
passing the Butch Lewis Act, which re-
stored the pensions of 100,000 workers
after Wall Street gambled them away.
Ohioans across our State have been
able to retire with dignity and live
with security because of John’s tena-
cious advocacy.

John wasn’t just an advocate for
workers; he was a mentor to countless
staff from the interns to team man-
agers. He enthusiastically welcomed
new staff, going out of his way to listen
to their story and what motivated
them to work in public service. He was
always ready to share his vast network
of Ohioans and the many friends he has
in communities across our State.

John is a fierce advocate for Ohio.
Over the past 18 years, he logged hun-
dreds of thousands of miles driving to
every corner of the State to meet one
on one with community leaders and
workers. No town was too big or too
small. Every community was impor-
tant to him, and he has a deep and vast
knowledge of Ohio. He has such pride
in being an Ohioan, and he understands
that our state is so much more vast
and diverse, with so much more culture
and rich history, than the national
caricature of the Rust Belt .

No community celebration was too
small for him to show up and attend.
He listened carefully to what commu-
nities needed, whether it was a new
playground or help fighting a trade
case that threatened to shut down a
local employer, and he knew how to get
it done.

A native Clevelander, John has been
instrumental in the renaissance of our
city. He has an encyclopedic knowledge
of Cleveland—its history, its neighbor-
hoods, its culture, the people who have
made their mark on our city. And he
has used that knowledge to advocate
for Cleveland to be the world-class city
it should be.

As an Ohioan, I am deeply grateful to
John Ryan for his public service, for
his fierce activism, for his roaring
laugh and sharp instincts—and for his
friendship.

Ann Longsworth Orr first started in
our office as our Toledo regional rep-
resentative, before becoming our direc-
tor of outreach and then our deputy
state director.

Over the years, Ann and I have trav-
eled across Ohio together, racking up
hundreds of thousands of miles as we
traveled to communities from Xenia to
Ashtabula to Bryan to Marietta to
Sandusky to Middletown.

On all those trips, Ann’s empathy,
her intellect, her sharp sense of humor,
and her commitment to public service
shone through. Ann cares deeply about
Ohio and the mission of our office: to
serve the people of the State she grew
up in and calls home. Her remarkable
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organizational abilities, her attention
to detail, and her understanding of how
to make things happen were crucial to
what this office has accomplished for
the people of Ohio.

Ann combines qualities that too
many in public service lack. She is
savvy and kind. A leader who starts by
listening. Her many strengths are in
forging coalitions, in creating a sense
of belonging, and having the practical
good sense about how to turn good
ideas into reality.

Ann came to our office having been a
rural organizer. In that role, she lis-
tened. She listened to people she dis-
agreed with. She heard people talk
about their futures, their dreams, their
fears, and their hopes. They often had
the opposite political views as hers, but
she found common ground.

When she joined our staff, she
brought that remarkable ability to
really listen and solve problems to our
office. Under her leadership, our office
held more than 40 roundtables across
Ohio with veterans to get the word out
about the care and benefits they have
earned from the PACT Act. She was
crucial in organizing events and
roundtables that elevated the voices of
retirees who had seen their pension
decimated by Wall Street, eventually
leading to the passage of the Butch
Lewis Act that saved the pensions of
100,000 workers.

Under her leadership, our office was
able to bring together businesses,
schools, and unions each year to put on
dozens of summer manufacturing
camps where kids could begin to imag-
ine themselves as part of Ohio’s manu-
facturing future. And it was in no
small part because of Ann that every
year our office brought together col-
lege students across Ohio for a daylong
summit about leadership and public
service.

Ann cares deeply about her col-
leagues and her staff. She has
mentored so many—not just in Ohio,
but in Washington. When someone new
joined the office, whether in Ohio or in
Washington, it was often Ann who wel-
comed them—and guided them. For
staff not from Ohio, she helped teach
them about the State she loves—and
was always a calming presence, reas-
suring them that a field hearing would
be a success or that a high-stakes
meeting would go well.

She helped mentor a generation of
outreach staff, quietly teaching them
how to be effective and powerful public
servants. She taught our staff how to
listen to people and bring them to-
gether to solve problems. She taught
them to work with labor and fight for
working people. That mentorship is
part of her legacy, and the staffers she
trained will continue to serve our
State and our country for decades.

She was also a great friend. Every
day we were on the road, she got in the
car—sometimes very early—with a de-
licious homemade smoothie and a
smile. Even during the most chal-
lenging times, she found the joy in pub-
lic service—and also the humor in it.
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The wisdom and experience she
brought to this office made me a better
Senator—and made our State a better
place for so many Ohioans.

Kam Anderson was a public school
teacher who wanted to join my staff so
he could have more impact in the com-
munity than in the classroom. He suc-
ceeded in so many ways to lift up the
voices of the muted and bring together
people to help resolve community
issues in Southwest Ohio.

Anthony Eliopoulos served my Sen-
ate office as our senior veterans and
military liaison, while also serving our
country in the Army Reserves. He lis-
tened and learned at scores of veteran
roundtables throughout the State and
was a tireless advocate for veterans
and Ohioans in the military.

Joyce Powdrill, my southwest Ohio
director, connected our office with all
kinds of people—from Cincinnati, Day-
ton, and Lima, to rural Ohio. She was
relentless in standing up for social and
economic justice and a fierce fighter
for people often overlooked. Just this
year, she organized a Women’s Con-
ference in Cincinnati that drew hun-
dreds of participants eager to connect
and grow as leaders. Joyce helped to
resolve so many issues to make Ohio a
better place to live and work.

As my central Ohio regional director
for over a decade, Joe Gilligan brought
to the office an understanding of the
Ohio Statehouse, and was able to lever-
age his knowledge of State and local
politics to better connect all levels of
government to the Federal Govern-
ment. He staffed me for countless
meetings and events in the Columbus
area and connected disenfranchised
communities with our government.
Earlier this year, Joe helped put to-
gether my Senate hearing in Columbus
on fixing multi-employer pensions for
100,000 workers.

As my northwest regional represent-
ative, Erica Krause worked with lead-
ers from Toledo to Bryan to Sandusky
and everywhere in between. She
brought together community leaders
and public officials to make the Fed-
eral Government work better and to
improve both rural and urban commu-
nities in her region.

In addition to being my central Ohio
regional representative, Emma Speyer
used her teamwork expertise to coordi-
nate our statewide Propel Collegiate
Student Leadership Conference, bring-
ing together hundreds of college stu-
dents and administrators to become
more involved in their community.

Jordan Pennell, a Youngstown Uni-
versity graduate, wanted to stay in his
hometown to put his considerable
skills to use for his entire region. He
served as my representative of the area
from the Pennsylvania line to Lake
County and the Mahoning Valley and
special projects coordinator as well.
Jordan was the ‘‘dot connector’ for
every public official, labor leader, com-
munity activist, and the business com-
munity in his region. Jordan also
helped lead our efforts to expand our
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summer manufacturing camps around
the State.

Kaleb Knowlton served admirably as
regional representative in Appalachian
Ohio. Not long after he joined my staff,
a train derailment in East Palestine
threw the community into crisis. Kaleb
stepped in to coordinate Federal assist-
ance and build strong relationships
with leaders to assure that we got
them the support they needed and
could advocate for changes in rail law
to better protect communities.

JT Huffer-Cole has served with dedi-
cation as north central Ohio regional
representative. He assisted with state-
wide events and helped coordinate
some of the many summer manufac-
turing camps our office organized to
show young people the careers avail-
able in American manufacturing.

———

25th ANNIVERSARY OF KACHEMAK
BAY NATIONAL ESTUARINE RE-
SEARCH RESERVE

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the
Kachemak Bay National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve, or (KBNERR), has en-
hanced appreciation and understanding
of Alaska’s Kachemak Bay ecosystem
for a generation, allowing for tremen-
dous research, partnerships, and edu-
cational programs to develop. Given it
is the 25th anniversary of the Reserve,
it is appropriate to acknowledge the
importance of protecting and studying
the area, while also commending the
work done across the National Estua-
rine Research Reserve System.

The establishment of this Reserve in
1999, which is the largest in the system,
has ensured that 372,000 acres of
Kachemak Bay’s coasts and estuaries
are studied through place-based learn-
ing and locally driven research ques-
tions. Research and long-term moni-
toring of the bay’s complex ecosystem
and surrounding watershed provide
communities the information they
need to be stewards of natural re-
sources in the region and respond to
changing conditions. Additionally, as a
sentinel site for the Gulf of Alaska,
work done at KBNERR informs natural
resource management across Alaska
and the Nation.

As part of the University of Alaska
Anchorage’s Alaska Center for Con-
servation Science, KBNERR research-
ers actively participate in community
outreach and, through training and
education programs, ensure that sci-
entific information is available to deci-
sion-makers, the public, and younger
generations.

KBNERR and its NERRS counter-
parts have contributed greatly to habi-
tat protection and economic growth.
Across the country, these Reserves
have produced thousands of jobs and
research positions, protected millions
of acres of land, and secured the con-
tinued vitality of fisheries and natural
infrastructure.

Thank you to the university and
KBNERR staff and communities sur-
rounding Kachemak Bay who make it

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

possible to enhance our appreciation
and understanding of Alaska’s coastal
lands and waters, ensuring our natural
resources remain healthy and produc-
tive well into the future.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE YOUNG MENS
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION OF CIN-
CINNATI BLACK ACHIEVERS OF
1984

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise
today to issue a long-overdue correc-
tion to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on
behalf of Ohioan Cornell Anderson.

In 1984, Mr. Anderson was selected as
a Black Achiever by the YMCA of Cin-
cinnati and Hamilton County. While
former Ohio Representative Thomas
Luken recognized Mr. Anderson’s
achievement in a statement for the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on June 14,
1984, unfortunately, Mr. Anderson’s
name was listed incorrectly.

Today, I would like to issue a simple
correction to ensure Mr. Anderson’s
name is captured correctly in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD.

Representative Luken’s original re-
marks can be found in Volume 130, No.
81 of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, be-
ginning on page 16614. They are also
listed here in their entirety, replacing
Mr. Anderson’s name with a corrected
version.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have that statement printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

RECOGNIZING THE YOUNG MENS CHRISTIAN AS-
SOCIATION OF CINCINNATI BLACK ACHIEVERS
OF 1984

Mr. Speaker, as Representative of the First
Congressional District of Ohio, I ask my col-
leagues to join with me in saluting the
Young Mens Christian Association of Cin-
cinnati Black Achievers of 1984 on the occa-
sion of the 6th annual awards dinner on June
15, 1984.

This program began in Cincinnati in 1979
for the purpose of developing and cultivating
youths throughout Cincinnati in the areas of
communications, self-awareness, college life,
and family life. These are areas vital to the
development of our youth today. The Black
achievers serve as positive role models
through voluntary interaction with the
youths year round. They work closely with
the YMCA in projects which stimulate the
surrounding communities as well as the
youths.

The purpose of the program is a commend-
able one. Our future depends on our young
people and I am proud to salute the Black
achiever adults and students who have made
significant contributions to the business and
industries of Cincinnati. I also commend the
businesses who, through their financial con-
tributions, make this program a success. I
salute you and wish you much continued
success in the future.

I salute the following Black achievers of
1984:

Cornell Anderson; Charles Bell, Jr.; David
K. Brown; Charles V. Douglas; Denise Eaton;
Shirley A. Echoles; Mitch A. Fraser; Barbara
A. Gilbert; Donald Graham; Billy Grant;
Harriette E. Harrington; Milton W. Hinton;
Jacqueline Hinton-Cravanas; Algertha How-
ard; Harry Howard; Vernon L. Jackson;
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Charles James; Barbara M. Johnson; Law-
rence Johnson; Patricia Johnson; Brenda E.
Key; Carolon Jones; Peter K. Knox; George
E. Larry, Jr.; Kathy E. Lewis.

Carolyn Lindsay-Cooper; John Lomax; Ray
D. Lotts; James E. Lowry; Renee M.
McCollough; Larcine J. McDonald; Darryl L.
Mobley; Larry B. Munday; Cheryl Murphy;
Edward L. O’Neal; Pamela L. Page; Henry J.
Partridge; Harvey M. Pickrum, PhD; David
L. Poignard; Shari Lynn Smith-Johnson; Re-
gina K. Sofer; Debrah Storms; Ronald
Thigpen; Garland Thurman; Linda F. Tuck;
Mark D. Walton; Clarence F. Warren; Debbye
C. Williams; Mrs. Denise J. Williams; Harry
J. Williams; Tyrone S. Williams; Stephen A.
Wilson; Sally B. Ziegler.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAVID BUGBEE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am
honored to recognize David Bugbee of
Concord as December’s Granite Stater
of the Month. David, who is 71 years
old, has been donating blood regularly
since he was 17, helping countless
Granite Staters and others in our re-
gion through this precious gift.

David was first inspired to donate
blood by his father. As a child, David
remembers going with his dad to reg-
ular blood donation appointments, al-
though at the time he didn’t realize
that is what his father was doing.
Eventually, he grew curious about the
little square bandage he noticed his
dad sporting after these appointments
and asked what the appointments were.
When he was 17 years old, David saw a
flyer for a blood drive at his Man-
chester college and, remembering his
dad’s frequent donations, decided to go.
After his first donation, David knew
that this would be a meaningful way in
which he could help others—and since
then, he has given blood more than 200
times.

Donating blood is David’s way of giv-
ing back to his community. Blood do-
nations can be used for many different
purposes in a hospital or emergency
setting, and hospitals rely on volun-
teers like David to collect enough sup-
ply for patients in need. David has said
that he counts himself lucky to have
had jobs that have always allowed him
to leave for blood donation appoint-
ments during the day. He does not find
it a bother at all to give a pint of blood
and has gotten used to the sensation,
even saying that the period of rest that
is required after donating can give him
a little break in his day to sit down
afterward and eat a snack. A lifelong
Granite Stater, David regularly visits
his donation center in Concord to give
blood, and he appreciates the Red Cross
workers who run the center. He has es-
pecially noticed that they always show
their gratitude to those who donate.

David’s selfless commitment to regu-
larly donating blood is a great example
of the Granite State spirit of helping
other people in any way possible. As we
celebrate the holiday season and re-
flect on ways in which we can support
our fellow Granite Staters, I am proud
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to name David December’s Granite
Stater of the Month.e

TRIBUTE TO JORGE RAMOS

e Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, earlier
this month, Jorge Ramos stepped down
after nearly four decades as anchor of
Univision’s primetime show,
“Noticiero Univision.”” While his im-
pact doesn’t end here, I rise today to
celebrate his nearly half century as an
icon of Spanish-language news.

Jorge Gilberto Ramos Avalos was
born on March 16, 1958, in Mexico City.
He earned his degree in communication
from Ibero-American University before
getting his start as a journalist for
Televisa in Mexico. But in those early
days, a career as an independent voice
in Mexican media was far from guaran-
teed.

After an early report by Ramos cov-
ering the Mexican Presidency was
censored, Ramos made the difficult de-
cisions to resign from his position,
pack his bags, and even sell his red
“vochito”—or Volkswagen—and head
for Los Angeles.

But that dedication to journalistic
integrity would serve him well. It guid-
ed him first to a local KMEX station
and soon after to a position with what
would later become Univision, a Span-
ish-language broadcaster with a grow-
ing audience in the United States.

In 1986, Ramos became a co-anchor of
Univision’s primetime show, broad-
casting the nightly news to millions of
Spanish-speaking Americans and im-
migrants. In 2007, he debuted his Sun-
day morning political show, ‘Al
Punto,” which he would host for the
next 17 years.

Over the course of his career, Ramos
became one of Latino America’s most
trusted sources of news, interviewing
U.S. Presidents and other world lead-
ers, covering wars and conflicts, and
winning 10 Emmys for his reporting. In
a changing United States of America,
as a Mexican immigrant and eventu-
ally U.S. citizen, Jorge Ramos spoke to
a growing Latino population who de-
served equal access to quality news of
the country around them.

On a personal note, as the proud son
of immigrants from Mexico, I can hard-
ly remember a time before Jorge
Ramos seemed ever-present on our air-
waves. But I remember the sight of a
younger Jorge Ramos before the iconic
silver hair, the stories he broke, and
the trust he built with an audience who
relied on him.

Today, we thank Jorge for his un-
wavering commitment to informing his
audience, for holding our public leaders
accountable, and for demanding great-
er access and resources for Spanish
speakers.

While this marks the end of his time
at Univision, as Jorge has said, ‘‘real
journalists never retire.” We eagerly
await what comes next.e
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TRIBUTE TO HOLLY ALLGOOD

e Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, on be-
half of the people of Mississippi, I com-
mend Mrs. Holly Allgood, who has de-
voted her career to serving our State’s
young people.

Holly is a native of Tupelo, MS, and
she earned an undergraduate degree at
Mississippi State University. She has
faithfully supported the Bulldogs’ foot-
ball team, but nothing brings Holly
more joy than watching her sons play
sports. Her love for children extends to
her students, as she cares for them in
the classroom.

For 13 years, Holly has served in the
Tupelo Public School District, giving
back to the community that raised her.
Today, she leads a special education
class in the city’s BEarly Childhood
Education Center. Holly is guided by
her mother’s mantra: ‘“All children can
learn. You just have to find out how
they learn best.” Few embody that
principle better than Holly. Every day,
she works to give the gift of education
to those at risk of being left behind.

However, it is an act of profound self-
lessness that entitles Holly Allgood to
special recognition today. This year,
she learned that one of her 5-year-old
students urgently needed a liver trans-
plant. For his whole life, he had faced
a rare genetic disorder that neces-
sitated this procedure. Holly signed up
to be a donor. A perfect match for her
young student, she traveled from
Tupelo to Pittsburgh, PA, for a 6-hour,
intensive liver transplant surgery. Hol-
1ly’s kindness saved the life of her be-
loved student.

Mrs. Allgood’s story is a testament
to the impact one person’s amagzing
generosity can have. I join my fellow
Mississippians in thanking Mrs. Holly
Allgood for her daily work in the class-
room and for her recent sacrificial,
compassionate act of heroism.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:40 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, without amendment:

S. 759. An act to authorize the National De-
tector Dog Training Center, and for other
purposes.

S. 1351. An act to study and prevent child
abuse in youth residential programs, and for
other purposes.

S. 3857. An act to take certain land in the
State of California into trust for the benefit
of the Jamul Indian Village of California,
and for other purposes.

S. 3959. An act to require the Transpor-
tation Security Administration to stream-
line the enrollment processes for individuals
applying for a Transportation Security Ad-
ministration security threat assessment for
certain programs, including the Transpor-
tation Worker Identification Credential and
Hazardous Materials Endorsement Threat
Assessment programs of the Administration,
and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:
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H.R. 8664. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis of the
Department of Homeland Security to con-
duct an annual audit of the information sys-
tems and bulk data of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department, and
for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the following
concurrent resolution, without amend-
ment:

S. Con. Res. 44. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment
of the bill H.R. 5009.

At 4:28 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has agreed to
the amendments of the Senate to the
bill (H.R. 8663) to require the Science
and Technology Directorate in the De-
partment of Homeland Security to de-
velop greater capacity to detect, iden-
tify, and disrupt illicit substances in
very low concentrations.
ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The message also announced that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bill:

H.R. 5009. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2025 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.

The enrolled bill was subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mrs. MURRAY).

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 109(b)(2) of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023
(Public Law 117-263), the Minority
Leader announces the joint appoint-
ment with the Majority Leader of the
Senate of the following individual to
serve as a Co-Chairperson of the Com-
mission on the Future of the Navy: The
Honorable Filemon Vela of Houston,
Texas.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mrs.
MURRAY) announced that on today, De-
cember 19, 2024, she had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 4199. An act to authorize additional dis-
trict judges for the district courts and con-
vert temporary judgeships.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 8664. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis of the
Department of Homeland Security to con-
duct an annual audit of the information sys-
tems and bulk data of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 1171. A bill to amend chapter 131 of title
5, United States Code, to prevent Members of
Congress and their spouses and dependent
children from trading stocks and owning
stocks, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118—
309).

S. 2315. A Dbill to provide for the creation of
the missing Armed Forces and civilian per-
sonnel Records Collection at the National
Archives, to require the expeditious public
transmission to the Archivist and public dis-
closure of missing Armed Forces and civilian
personnel records, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-310).

S. 2871. A bill to advance Federal Govern-
ment innovation through the implementa-
tion and use of multi-cloud computing soft-
ware technology, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-311).

S. 3015. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to address telework for Federal
employees, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
118-312).

S. 36564. A bill to amend the Presidential
Transition Act of 1963 to require the timely
appointment of agency transition officials,
to ensure adequate performance and over-
sight of required transition-related prepara-
tion, to require new guidance for agencies
and possible transition teams, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 118-313).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

S. 3810. A bill to prohibit conflict of inter-
ests among consulting firms that simulta-
neously contract with the Government of the
People’s Republic of China and the United
States Government, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-314).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 4043. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to make executive agency
telework policies transparent, to track exec-
utive agency use of telework, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 118-315).

S. 4373. A bill to provide for congressional
approval of national emergency declarations
(Rept. No. 118-316).

S. 4651. A bill to require agencies to use in-
formation and communications technology
products obtained from original equipment
manufacturers or authorized resellers, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-317).

S. 4681. A bill to ensure a timely, fair,
meaningful, and transparent process for indi-
viduals to seek redress because they were
wrongly identified as a threat under the
screening and inspection regimes used by the
Department of Homeland Security, to re-
quire a report on the effectiveness of en-
hanced screening programs of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 118-318).

S. 4711. A bill to limit the consideration of
marijuana use when making an employment
suitability or security clearance determina-
tion, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-
319).

S. 5028. A bill to require Federal contrac-
tors to implement a vulnerability disclosure
policy consistent with NIST guidelines, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-320).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with amendments:
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S. 5067. A bill to improve individual assist-
ance provided by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-321).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment:

S. 5102. A bill to require annual reports on
counter illicit cross-border tunnel oper-
ations, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-
322).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

S. 5105. A bill to require a report by the
Secretary of Homeland Security regarding
the failed assassination attempt on the life
of Donald J. Trump in Butler, Pennsylvania,
on July 13, 2024 (Rept. No. 118-323).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 5109. A bill to amend section 3520A of
title 44, United States Code, to extend the
Chief Data Officer Council’s sunset and add
new authorities for improving Federal agen-
cy data governance, including to enable reli-
able and secure adoption of emerging tech-
nologies and artificial intelligence, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 118-324).

S. 5133. A bill to establish a tracker for
Senate-confirmed executive branch positions
(Rept. No. 118-325).

S. 5302. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to address the responsibilities
of the Administrator of General Services
with respect to Federal advisory commit-
tees, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-
326).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment:

S. 5313. A bill to improve section 406 of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (Rept. No. 118-327).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 5315. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to enhance border secu-
rity by seeking to expand partnerships with
appropriate law enforcement entities in Mex-
ico and Central American and South Amer-
ican countries to combat human smuggling
and trafficking operations in Mexico and
such countries, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 118-328).

S. 5317. A bill to direct the Comptroller
General of the United States to conduct a re-
view of the Homeland Security Information
Network, and for other purposes (Rept. No.
118-329).

S. 5319. A bill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to direct the Under Sec-
retary for Intelligence and Analysis of the
Department of Homeland Security to con-
duct an annual audit of the information sys-
tems and bulk data of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-330).

S. 5321. A Dbill to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish a DHS Cyber-
security Internship Program, and for other
purposes (Rept. No. 118-331).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

H.R. 5527. An act to amend section 1078 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2018 to increase the effectiveness
of the Technology Modernization Fund, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-332).

H.R. 6231. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require a prioritized
policy issuance review process for the De-
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partment of Homeland Security,
other purposes (Rept. No. 118-333).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

H.R. 7832. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to develop a plan to
identify, integrate, and deploy new, innova-
tive, disruptive, or other emerging or ad-
vanced technologies to enhance, or address
capability gaps in, border security oper-
ations, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118
334).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

H.R. 9596. An act to amend title 41, United
States Code, and title 10, United States Code,
to provide best value through the multiple
award schedule program, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. No. 118-335).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 4753. A bill to reform leasing, permit-
ting, and judicial review for certain energy
and minerals projects, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-336).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
CRAPO):

S. 5602. A bill to designate any clinic that
is a certified community behavioral health
clinic as a ‘“‘Stabenow-Blunt Community Be-
havioral Health Clinic’’; to the Committee
on Finance.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. MARSHALL):

S. 5603. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the threshold
amounts for inclusion of Social Security
benefits in income, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr.
BENNET, Mr. TiLLIS, and Mr. COONS):

S. 5604. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand the advanced
manufacturing investment credit to include
materials integral to the manufacturing of
semiconductors or semiconductor manufac-
turing equipment; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 5605. A Dbill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to require disclo-
sures to contributors regarding recurring
contributions or donations; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR:

S. 5606. A bill to reform the Federal Elec-
tion Commission’s enforcement processes
and related provisions under the Federal
Election Campaign Act of 1971; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 5607. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to enhance the rehabilita-
tion credit for buildings in rural areas; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. JOHNSON (for himself, Mr.
ScoTT of Florida, and Mr. LEE):

S. 5608. A bill to reduce the size of the Fed-
eral workforce through attrition, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR:

S. 5609. A bill to promote international ex-
changes on best election practices, to cul-
tivate more secure democratic institutions

and for
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around the world, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR:

S. 5610. A bill to provide grants to support
continuing education in election administra-
tion or cybersecurity for election officials
and employees; to the Committee on Rules
and Administration.

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. 5611. A bill to support the national de-
fense and economic security of the United
States by supporting vessels, ports, and ship-
yards of the United States and the U.S. mari-
time workforce; to the Committee on Fi-
nance .

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE:

S. 5612. A bill to amend part C of title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to provide
for prior authorization reforms under the
Medicare Advantage program; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and
Mr. LUJAN):

S. 5613. A bill to improve the quality, ap-
propriateness, and effectiveness of diagnosis
in health care, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Ms. ERNST:

S. 5614. A bill to require the head of each
Executive agency to relocate 30 percent of
the employees assigned to the headquarters
of the Executive agency to duty stations
outside the Washington metropolitan area,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR:

S. 5615. A bill to protect elections for pub-
lic office by providing enhanced security for
the infrastructure used to carry out such
elections, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Rules and Administration.

By Mr. ROMNEY (for himself, Mr.
REED, Mr. MORAN, Mr. KING, and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 5616. A bill to establish the Artificial In-
telligence Safety Review Office in the De-
partment of Commerce, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. WELCH:

S. 5617. A bill to provide for debt reduction
for developing countries for purposes of cli-
mate adaptation, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. WICKER:

S. 5618. A bill to promote defense innova-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Mr.
LANKFORD):

S. 5619. A bill to authorize the Secretary of
the Treasury to make payments to the
Quapaw Nation and certain members of the
Quapaw Nation in accordance with the rec-
ommendation of the United States Court of
Federal Claims, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Indian Affairs.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself and Mr.
CASSIDY):

S. 5620. A bill to require the Government
Accountability Office to conduct a study on
the use of commercial-off-the-shelf products
and artificial intelligence technologies by
the Internal Revenue Service; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 5621. A bill to provide grants to States,
Indian Tribes, and Tribal organizations for
activities to increase the availability of
child care options and to support the child
care workforce, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Mr.
SANDERS):
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S. 5622. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to establish an energy efficient
appliance rebate program to provide rebates
for the manufacturing, distribution, con-
tracting, installation, and servicing of cer-
tain building electrification products and in-
dustrial heat pumps, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCHMITT:

S. 5623. A bill to establish a debt reduction
fund to reduce the national debt of the
United States; to the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources.

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr.
BOOZMAN):

S. 5624. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish an integrated
project team to improve the process for
scheduling appointments for health care
from the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
WARNOCK):

S. 5625. A bill to amend the Energy Policy
Act of 2005 to reauthorize the Clean School
Bus program, and for other purposes; to the

Committee on Environment and Public
Works.
By Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. 5626. A bill to modify the Federal share
of operating costs for certain projects that
receive grants under the Formula Grants to
Rural Areas Program of the Federal Transit
Administration; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. SANDERS):

S. 5627. A Dbill to amend title 39, United
States Code, to provide that the United
States Postal Service may provide certain
basic financial services, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr.
CASEY):

S. 5628. A bill to provide for an inter-
national disability rights strategy, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. SCHATZ:

S. 5629. A bill to support marine carbon di-
oxide removal activities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. LANKFORD:

S. 5630. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act
to modify the Methane Emissions Reduction
Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Environment and Public
Works.

By Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr.
VAN HOLLEN):

S. 5631. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to provide for access to certain
beneficial ownership information; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself and Mr.
DURBIN):

S. 5632. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to establish and administer a
pilot program to provide grants to support
Food is Medicine programs, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 5633. A Dbill to establish Medicare flex
fund accounts and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 5634. A bill to establish a grant program
under the Small Business Administration,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Small Business and Entrepreneurship.

By Mr. SCHATZ:

S. 5635. A bill to amend the Energy Policy

Act of 1992 with respect to the Department of
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Energy Tribal loan guarantee program, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

By Ms. WARREN:

S. 5636. A bill to ensure progress toward
the fulfillment by the Federal Government
of its trust and treaty obligations to Native
Americans and Tribal governments, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.
BOOKER, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. PADILLA, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 5637. A bill to establish the ‘‘Biomedical
Innovation Fund’’, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Ms.
SMITH):

S. 5638. A bill to secure the supply of drugs
in the United States, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. COTTON:

S. Res. 935. A resolution condemning the
commutation of Michael Conahan granted by
President Biden on December 12, 2024; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
SCHIFF):

S. Res. 936. A resolution congratulating the
Los Angeles Galaxy for winning the 2024
Major League Soccer Cup; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
MCCONNELL):

S. Res. 937. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation in United States v.
Warnagiris; considered and agreed to.

————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 1034
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1034, a bill to amend title 23,
United States Code, to establish a com-
petitive grant program for projects for
commercial motor vehicle parking, and
for other purposes.
S. 1631
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. LANKFORD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1631, a bill to enhance the au-
thority granted to the Department of
Homeland Security and Department of
Justice with respect to unmanned air-
craft systems and unmanned aircraft,
and for other purposes.
S. 1772
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1772, a bill to establish a national
mercury monitoring program, and for
other purposes.
S. 1924
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1924, a bill to protect
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human rights and enhance opportuni-
ties for LGBTQI people around the
world, and for other purposes.
S. 2286
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OsSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2286, a bill to improve the effectiveness
and performance of certain Federal fi-
nancial assistance programs, and for
other purposes.
S. 2300
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2300, a bill to require that infor-
mation on spending associated with na-
tional emergencies be subject to the
same reporting requirements as other
Federal funds under the Federal Fund-
ing Accountability and Transparency
Act of 2006, and for other purposes.
S. 3050
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3050, a bill to require a report on
artificial intelligence regulation in the
financial services industry, to establish
artificial intelligence bug bounty pro-
grams, to require a vulnerability anal-
ysis study for artificial intelligence-en-
abled military applications, and to re-
quire a report on data sharing and co-
ordination, and for other purposes.
S. 3109
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3109, a bill to require the
Administrator of the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services and the Com-
missioner of Social Security to review
and simplify the processes, procedures,
forms, and communications for family
caregivers to assist individuals in es-
tablishing eligibility for, enrolling in,
and maintaining and utilizing coverage
and benefits under the Medicare, Med-
icaid, CHIP, and Social Security pro-
grams respectively, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3456
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 34566, a bill to provide a retro-
active effective date for the pro-
motions of senior officers of the Armed
Forces whose military promotions were
delayed as a result of the suspension of
Senate confirmation of such pro-
motions.
S. 3722
At the request of Mr. PETERS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3722, a bill to require a report on access
to maternal health care within the
military health system, and for other
purposes.
S. 3834
At the request of Mr. PETERS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3834, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to ensure veterans
may obtain a physical copy of a form
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for reimbursement of certain travel ex-
penses by mail or at medical facilities
of the Department of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 4284
At the request of Mr. PETERS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
4284, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to increase the amount of
monthly housing stipend received by
parents pursuing a program of edu-
cation through distance learning using
Post-9/11 Educational Assistance, and
for other purposes.
S. 5008
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 5008, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
railroad track maintenance credit.
S. 5226
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 5226, a bill to establish
a program to address sickle cell disease

and other heritable
hemoglobinopathies.
S. 5541

At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 5541, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize the Stop, Observe, Ask, and Re-
spond to Health and Wellness Training
Program.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Mr. WARNOCK):

S. 5625. A bill to amend the Energy
Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize the
Clean School Bus program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to speak in support of the Clean
Commute for Kids Act of 2024, which I
introduced today.

Growing up in the San Fernando Val-
ley, I still recall the diesel exhaust
that my classmates and I inhaled each
day on our way to school. Unfortu-
nately, this is still a reality for nearly
25 million American children who ride
more than 400,000 diesel-powered buses
to school. These vehicles expose our
children to harmful pollutants that im-
pact not just their health but also
their academic performance.

As we continue our efforts to combat
climate change and build more sustain-
able infrastructure, we must simulta-
neously prioritize reducing children’s
exposure to these harmful emissions by
accelerating the deployment of zero-
emission buses.

That is why I am reintroducing the
Clean Commute for Kids Act, which
builds on the successful Clean School
Bus Program that I was proud to cham-
pion as part of the bipartisan infra-
structure law. This program is already
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delivering impactful results, having
awarded nearly $3 billion to fund the
replacement of approximately 8,700 die-
sel buses across the country, with
many more on the way.

This legislation offers improvements
to streamline the process for school
districts to apply for the program, pro-
motes good-paying schoolbus manufac-
turing jobs, and authorizes an addi-
tional $22 billion to further support the
replacement of aging diesel buses with
zero-emission fleets. By doing so, we
can continue to cut greenhouse gas
emissions, improve air quality, and
safeguard the health of our children for
generations to come.

As we know, investing in zero-emis-
sion schoolbuses is not just about re-
ducing pollution—it is about investing
in our children, their health, and their
future. I am grateful to Senator
WARNOCK for co-leading this effort with
me in the Senate, and I thank my good
friend Representative CARDENAS for
championing this legislation in the
House before his retirement.

———————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  935—CON-
DEMNING THE COMMUTATION OF
MICHAEL CONAHAN GRANTED BY
PRESIDENT BIDEN ON DECEM-
BER 12, 2024

Mr. COTTON submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:

S. RES. 935

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE REGARDING
THE COMMUTATION OF MICHAEL
CONAHAN GRANTED BY PRESIDENT
BIDEN ON DECEMBER 12, 2024.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) President Joseph R. Biden undermined
the rule of law and robbed victims of justice,
when he issued the commutation of Michael
Conahan on December 12, 2024;

(2) Michael Conahan was a judge convicted
of accepting kickbacks in exchange for his
role in sentencing more than 2,300 children
to private juvenile detention centers;

(3) this commutation is a reprehensible in-
sult to the victims of Michael Conahan;

(4) the action of the President is made yet
more outrageous by his failure to individ-
ually review Michael Conahan’s case;

(5) President Biden acted contrary to the
original intent of the Presidential pardon
power to correct specific and limited failures
in the criminal justice system; and

(6) the Senate condemns this commutation
and condemns the process by which it was
approved.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  936—CON-
GRATULATING THE LOS ANGE-
LES GALAXY FOR WINNING THE
2024 MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER CUP

Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
SCHIFF) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 936
Whereas, on December 7, 2024, the Los An-

geles Galaxy (referred to in this preamble as
the “LA Galaxy’) defeated the New York
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Red Bulls by a final score of 2 to 1 to win the
2024 Major League Soccer (referred to in this
preamble as the “MLS’’) Cup;

Whereas this victory marks the sixth MLS
Cup for the LA Galaxy franchise and their
tenth overall finals appearance;

Whereas the LA Galaxy was undefeated at
home at Dignity Health Sports Park
throughout the entire 2024 MLS season and
playoff run;

Whereas, during the 2024 playoffs, the LA
Galaxy defeated the Colorado Rapids, the
Minnesota United FC, the Seattle Sounders
FC, and the New York Red Bulls en route to
winning the MLS Cup;

Whereas the LA Galaxy was the only team
to reach the conference finals that finished
the regular season in the top 3 in their con-
ference;

Whereas the LA Galaxy scored a record 18
goals throughout the playoffs;

Whereas the LA Galaxy leads the league
with 6 MLS Cup titles;

Whereas goals scored by Gabriel Pec, Jo-
seph Paintsil, and Dejan Jovelji¢ on Novem-
ber 24, 2024, marked the first time in MLS
postseason history that 3 teammates have
each scored 2 goals in the same match;

Whereas Dejan Jovelji¢ led the league in
the playoffs with 6 goals and also had 2 as-
sists;

Whereas every member of the 2024 LA Gal-
axy roster played a key part in winning the
MLS Cup during this historic season;

Whereas the LA Galaxy secured its first
MLS Cup title in 10 years;

Whereas the LA Galaxy Foundation con-
tinues to advance the game of soccer and
make a positive impact in the community
through volunteerism, financial support, and
programming; and

Whereas LA Galaxy fans never stopped
supporting the team throughout the 2024 sea-
son, playing a key role in motivating their
team to victory: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the Los Angeles Galaxy
for winning the 2024 Major League Soccer
Cup;

(2) recognizes the achievements and con-
tributions of the entire Los Angeles Galaxy
organization, including the players, coaches,
management, front office staff, and support
staff in bringing the Major League Soccer
Cup back to Los Angeles; and

(3) respectfully directs the Secretary of the
Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of this
resolution to—

(A) the controlling owner of the Los Ange-
les Galaxy, Philip Anschutz;

(B) the president and CEO of AEG, the
ownership group of the Los Angeles Galaxy,
Dan Beckerman; and

(C) the president of business operations
and chief operating officer of the Los Ange-
les Galaxy, Thomas Braun.

———————

SENATE RESOLUTION 937—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION IN UNITED
STATES V. WARNAGIRIS

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
McCCONNELL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REsS. 937

Whereas, in the case of United States v.
Warnagiris, Cr. No. 21-382, pending in the
United States District Court for the District
of Columbia, the prosecution has requested
the production of testimony from Daniel
Schwager, a former employee of the Office of
the Secretary of the Senate;

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of
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1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the
Senate may direct its counsel to represent
current and former officers and employees of
the Senate with respect to any subpoena,
order, or request for evidence relating to
their official responsibilities;

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under
the control or in the possession of the Senate
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession
but by permission of the Senate; and

Whereas, when it appears that evidence
under the control or in the possession of the
Senate may promote the administration of
justice, the Senate will take such action as
will promote the ends of justice consistent
with the privileges of the Senate: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That Daniel Schwager, a former
employee of the Office of the Secretary of
the Senate, is authorized to provide relevant
testimony in the case of United States v.
Warnagiris, except concerning matters for
which a privilege should be asserted.

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Mr. Schwager, and any cur-
rent or former officer or employee of the
Secretary’s office, in connection with the
production of evidence authorized in section
one of this resolution.

—————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 3345. Mr. LEE proposed an amendment
to the bill S. 4511, to provide for the cred-
iting of funds received by the National Guard
Bureau as reimbursement from States.

SA 3346. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 82, to amend title II of the Social
Security Act to repeal the Government pen-
sion offset and windfall elimination provi-
sions; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 3347. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 82, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3348. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill H.R. 82, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 3349. Mr. BENNET (for Mrs. BLACKBURN
(for herself and Mr. OSSOFF)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 5062, to address sex-
ual harassment and sexual assault of Bureau
of Prisons staff in prisons, and for other pur-
poses.

SA 3350. Mr. BENNET (for Mr. OSSOFF (for
himself and Mrs. BLACKBURN)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 4640, to strengthen
trafficking victim assistance grant funding.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3345. Mr. LEE proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 4511, to provide for
the crediting of funds received by the
National Guard Bureau as reimburse-
ment from States; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Guarding
Readiness Resources Act”.

SEC. 2. TREATMENT OF FUNDS RECEIVED BY NA-
TIONAL GUARD BUREAU AS REIM-
BURSEMENT FROM STATES.

Section 710 of title 32, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(g) TREATMENT OF REIMBURSED FUNDS.—
Any funds received by the National Guard
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Bureau from a State, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia,
Guam, or the Virgin Islands as reimburse-
ment under this section for the use of mili-
tary property—

‘(1) shall be credited to—

““(A) the appropriation, fund, or account
used in incurring the obligation; or

‘(B) an appropriate appropriation, fund, or
account currently available for the purposes
for which the expenditures were made; and

‘(2) may only be used by the Department
of Defense for the repair, maintenance, re-
placement, or other similar functions related
directly to assets used by National Guard
units while operating under State active
duty status.”.

SA 3346. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 82, to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . ADJUSTMENT TO NORMAL AND EARLY

RETIREMENT AGE.

Section 216(1) of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 416(1)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

“(F) with respect to an individual who—

‘(i) attains 62 years of age after December
31, 2024, and before January 1, 2032, such indi-
vidual’s early retirement age (as determined
under paragraph (2)(A)(ii)) plus 60 months; or

‘“(ii) receives a benefit described in para-
graph (2)(B) and attains 60 years of age after
December 31, 2024, and before January 1, 2032,
67 years plus the number of months in the
age increase factor (as determined under
paragraph (5)(A)) for the calendar year in
which such individual attains 60 years of age;

“(G) with respect to an individual who—

‘(i) attains 62 years of age after December
31, 2031, and before January 1, 2033, 69 years
of age; or

‘‘(ii) receives a benefit described in para-
graph (2)(B) and attains 60 years of age after
December 31, 2031, and before January 1, 2033,
69 years of age;

‘‘(H) with respect to an individual who—

‘(i) attains 62 years of age after December
31, 2032, and before January 1, 2036, 67 years
of age plus the number of months in the age
increase factor (as determined under para-
graph (5)(B)); or

‘“(ii) receives a benefit described in para-
graph (2)(B) and attains 60 years of age after
December 31, 2032, and before January 1, 2036,
67 years of age plus the number of months in
the age increase factor (as determined under
paragraph (5)(A));

““(I) with respect to an individual who—

‘(i) attains 62 years of age after December
31, 2035, and before January 1, 2037, 70 years
of age; or

‘‘(ii) receives a benefit described in para-
graph (2)(B) and attains 60 years of age after
December 31, 2035, and before January 1, 2037,
70 years of age; and

“(J) with respect to an individual who—

‘(i) attains 62 years of age after December
31, 2036, 70 years of age plus the number of
months in the age increase factor (as deter-
mined under paragraph (6)); or

‘‘(ii) receives a benefit described in para-
graph (2)(B) and attains 60 years of age after



S7244

December 31, 2036, 70 years of age plus the
number of months in the age increase factor
(as determined under paragraph (6)).”’;

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

“(2) The
means—

‘““(A) in the case of an old-age, wife’s, or
husband’s insurance benefit—

‘(i) 62 years of age with respect to an indi-
vidual who attains such age before January
1, 2025;

‘‘(ii) with respect to an individual who at-
tains 62 years of age after December 31, 2024,
and before January 1, 2032, 62 years of age
plus the number of months in the age in-
crease factor (as determined under paragraph
(4)) for the calendar year in which such indi-
vidual attains 62 years of age; and

‘“(iii) with respect to an individual who at-
tains age 62 after December 31, 2031, 64 years
of age; or

‘“(B) in the case of a widow’s or widower’s
insurance benefit, 60 years of age.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘“(4) For purposes of paragraph (2)(A)(ii),
the age increase factor shall be equal to
three-twelfths of the number of months in
the period beginning with January 2025 and
ending with December of the year in which
the individual attains 62 years of age.

‘(6) The age increase factor shall be equal
to three-twelfths of the number of months in
the period beginning with January 2025 and
ending with December of the year in which—

““(A) for purposes of paragraphs (1)(F)(ii)
and (1)(H)(ii), the individual attains 60 years
of age; or

‘(B) for purposes of paragraph (1)(H)(i), the
individual attains 62 years of age.

‘(6) The Commissioner of Social Security
shall determine (using reasonable actuarial
assumptions) and publish on or before No-
vember 1 of each calendar year after 2035 the
number of months (rounded, if not a multiple
of one month, to the next lower multiple of
one month) by which life expectancy as of
October 1 of such calendar year of an indi-
vidual attaining early retirement age on
such October 1 exceeds the life expectancy as
of October 1, 2036, of an individual attaining
early retirement age on October 1, 2036. With
respect to an individual who attains early re-
tirement in the calendar year following any
calendar year in which a determination is
made under this paragraph, the age increase
factor shall be the number of months deter-
mined under this paragraph as of October 1
of such calendar year in which such deter-
mination is made.”.

SEC. . INCREASE IN MAXIMUM AGE FOR DE-
LAYED RETIREMENT CREDIT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (w) of section
202 of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402)
is amended—

(1) in paragraphs (2)(A) and (3), by striking
‘“‘age 70" each place it appears and inserting
‘“‘the maximum delayed retirement age (as
determined pursuant to paragraph (7))”’;

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(T) For purposes of paragraphs (2)(A) and
(3), the ‘maximum delayed retirement age’
shall be equal to—

““(A) during the period before January 1,
2025, 70 years of age for an individual who has
attained early retirement age (as determined
under section 216(1)(2)) during such period;
and

‘(B) during the period after December 31,
2024, the sum of—

‘(i) the retirement age for such calendar
year, as determined under section 216(1)(1),
for an individual who has attained age 62 (for
purposes of section 216(1)(2)(A)) or who has
attained age 60 (for purposes of section
216(1)(2)(B)) during such calendar year; and

term ‘early retirement age’
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‘(ii) 3 years.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by subsection (a) shall take effect on
January 1, 2025.

SA 3347. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 82, to amend title
II of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR CHILD’S IN-
SURANCE BENEFITS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 202(d)(1) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 402(d)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (C)(ii),
‘“‘and” at the end; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the
following new subparagraph:

‘(D) at the time such application was filed,
had an income that did not exceed 100 per-
cent of the poverty line (as defined in section
2110(c)(5)) applicable to a family of the size
involved,”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on
January 1, 2025.

by adding

SA 3348. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill H.R. 82, to amend title
IT of the Social Security Act to repeal
the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions; which
was ordered to lie on the table; as fol-
lows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . LIMITATION ON SOCIAL SECURITY BEN-
EFITS FOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 215 of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 415) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“Limitation on Benefits for Certain
Individuals

“()@1) In the case of an applicable indi-
vidual, the primary insurance amount of
such individual shall not exceed an amount
equal to the quotient of—

‘“(A) the total amount of taxes paid under
sections 1401(a), 3101(a), 3ll1l(a), 3201(a),
3211(a), and 3221(a) of the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 with respect to any self-employ-
ment income, wages, or compensation paid
to or received by such individual; divided by

‘(B) the total number of months of re-
maining life expectancy of such individual,
as determined by the Commissioner of Social
Security using reasonable actuarial assump-
tions.

‘“(2) For purposes of this subsection, the
term ‘applicable individual’ means an indi-
vidual whose primary insurance amount
would be computed or recomputed pursuant
to subsection (a)(7), (d)(3), or (£f)(9) of this
section (as in effect on the day prior to the
date of enactment of the Social Security
Fairness Act of 2023).”".

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply with respect
to benefits payable for months after Decem-
ber 2024.

SA 3349. Mr. BENNET (for Mrs.
BLACKBURN (for herself and Mr.
OSSOFF)) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 5062, to address sexual har-
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assment and sexual assault of Bureau
of Prisons staff in prisons, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Prison Staff
Safety Enhancement Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) In 2023, the Office of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Justice released a
report titled ‘“‘Evaluation of the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons’ Efforts to Address Sexual
Harassment and Sexual Assault Committed
by Inmates Toward Staff”’ (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘‘Inspector General report’).

(2) The Inspector General report examined
all sanctioned inmate sexual incidents in the
Bureau of Prisons (in this section referred to
as the ‘“‘Bureau’) between fiscal years 2015
and 2021, and found that inmate-on-staff sex-
ual harassment and sexual assault is wide-
spread.

(3) The Inspector General report further
found that the Bureau does not collect ade-
quate data on inmate-on-staff sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault and that, because of
the Bureau’s inadequate data, the Bureau
has not been able to identify the full scope of
inmate-on-staff sexual harassment and sex-
ual assault.

(4) The Inspector General report further
found that the Bureau does not have systems
to evaluate the effectiveness of the Bureau’s
strategies to mitigate inmate-on-staff sexual
harassment and sexual assault.

(5) The Inspector General report made rec-
ommendations to the Bureau to address the
failures in the Bureau’s data collection and
mitigation efforts, but the Bureau has not
implemented these recommendations.

SEC. 3. ADDRESSING SEXUAL HARASSMENT AND

SEXUAL ASSAULT OF BUREAU OF
PRISONS STAFF.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) BUREAU.—The term ‘‘Bureau’ means

the Bureau of Prisons.

(2) CORRECTIONAL OFFICER.—The term ‘‘cor-
rectional officer’” has the meaning given the
term in section 4051 of title 18, United States
Code.

(3) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Inspec-
tor General”’ means the Inspector General of
the Department of Justice.

(4) INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term
“incarcerated individual’’ has the meaning
given the term ‘‘prisoner’” in section 4051 of
title 18, United States Code.

(5) SEXUAL ASSAULT.—The term ‘‘sexual as-
sault’” means an act described in subsection
(b), (c), or (d) of section 920 of title 10, United
States Code.

(6) SEXUAL HARASSMENT.—The term ‘‘sex-
ual harassment’” means unwelcome sexual
advances, requests for sexual favors, or other
verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature
that explicitly or implicitly affect an indi-
vidual’s employment, unreasonably interfere
with an individual’s work performance, or
create an intimidating, hostile, or offensive
work environment.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS
BY BUREAU.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Bureau shall fully implement each rec-
ommendation in the report released by the
Inspector General in 2023 titled ‘“‘Evaluation
of the Federal Bureau of Prisons’ Efforts to
Address Sexual Harassment and Sexual As-
sault Committed by Inmates Toward Staff’’.

(2) REPORT.—If the Bureau has not fully
implemented each recommendation ref-
erenced in paragraph (1) by the deadline
under that paragraph, the Bureau shall sub-
mit a report to Congress by that deadline
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that includes an explanation of the failure to
fully implement each recommendation and a
detailed timeline for full implementation.

(c) DATA ANALYSIS BY INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date as of which the Bureau has fully im-
plemented each recommendation referenced
in subsection (b)(1)—

(A) the Inspector General shall request
from the Bureau, and the Bureau shall pro-
vide, updated data on the number and preva-
lence of sexual harassment and sexual as-
sault incidents perpetrated by incarcerated
individuals against a correctional officer or
other employee of the Bureau during fiscal
years 2022 through 2025;

(B) the Inspector General shall conduct an
analysis of the data described in subpara-
graph (A); and

(C) the Inspector General shall provide
Congress and the Attorney General with the
analysis conducted under subparagraph (B)
and any additional recommendations, in-
cluding analysis of whether the Bureau has
taken sufficient steps to identify the preva-
lence and scope of sexual harassment and
sexual assault incidents perpetrated by in-
carcerated individuals against a correctional
officer or other employee of the Bureau and
to mitigate such incidents.

(2) ANALYSIS OF PUNISHMENTS.—The anal-
ysis required under paragraph (1)(C) shall in-
clude an analysis of punishments for sexual
harassment and sexual assault as of the date
of enactment of this Act in facilities con-
trolled by the Bureau of Prisons, including
data on the use of such punishments during
the 5-year period preceding the date of enact-
ment of this Act.

(d) RULEMAKING BY ATTORNEY GENERAL.—
Not later than 1 year after receiving the
analysis under subsection (c¢), the Attorney
General shall promulgate a rule adopting na-
tional standards for prevention, reduction,
and punishment of sexual harassment and
sexual assault perpetrated by an incarcer-
ated individual against a correctional officer
or other employee of the Bureau.

SA 3350. Mr. BENNET (for Mr.
OssOFF (for himself and Mrs. BLACK-
BURN)) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 4640, to strengthen trafficking
victim assistance grant funding; as fol-
lows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Supporting
Victims of Human Trafficking Act’.

SEC. 2. GRANTS TO ASSIST VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING.

Section 107(b)(2) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(b)(2)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘shall’’ and insert ‘“‘may’’;

(B) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘three per-
cent’”’ and inserting ‘‘ up to 7 percent’’;

(C) in clause (ii)—

(i) by striking ‘b percent’” and inserting
‘“‘up to 10 percent’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘and strengthening pro-
gram administration and budgeting’’ after
“activities’’; and

(D) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘one per-
cent’ and inserting ‘‘up to 1 percent’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (C), strike ‘75 percent”’
and insert ‘95 percent’’.

———
NOTICE OF INTENT TO NOT
OBJECT TO PROCEEDING

I, Senator Chuck Grassley, do not in-
tend to object to proceeding to H.R.
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8753, a bill to direct the United States
Postal Service to designate single,
unique ZIP Codes for certain commu-
nities, and for other purposes, dated
December 19, 2024.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER
20, 2024

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it re-
cess until 10 a.m. on Friday, December
20, and resume consideration of the
Cheeks nomination; further, that upon
disposition of the Murillo nomination,
the Senate resume legislative session;
further, that if any nominations are
confirmed during Friday’s session, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, if there
is no further business to come before
the Senate, I ask that it stand in recess
under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 8:12 p.m., recessed until Friday, De-
cember 20, 2024, at 10 a.m.

——————

CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate December 19, 2024:
IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES MA-
RINE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general
COL. RALPH J. RIZZO, JR.
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. GREGORY J. BRADY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. JOHNNY K. DAVIS
IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)

CAPT. WALTER H. ALLMAN IIT
CAPT. WESLEY P. BRINGHAM
CAPT. RICHARD G. BURGESS
CAPT. DARYLE D. CARDONE
CAPT. CAMERON R. CHEN

CAPT. MATTHEW J. DUFFY
CAPT. JOHN P. FRIEDMAN
CAPT. WILLIAM K. GANTT, JR.
CAPT. MICHAEL R. JARRETT
CAPT. DAVID LOO

CAPT. GARY G. MONTALVO, JR.
CAPT. DAVIDTAVIS M. POLLARD
CAPT. MATTHEW T. POTTENBURGH
CAPT. WILLIAM R. REED

CAPT. KARREY D. SANDERS
CAPT. CHARLES R. SARGEANT
CAPT. JOHN W. STAFFORD
CAPT. THOMAS J. ZERR

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral (lower half)
CAPT. ANDREW M. BIEHN
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CAPT. DANIEL L. LANNAMANN
CAPT. BRIAN A. METCALF

IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general

COL. TIMOTHY S. BRADY, JR.
COL. DUSTIN J. BYRUM

COL. HENRY DOLBERRY, JR.
COL. LAUREN S. EDWARDS
COL. CHRISTOPHER M. HAAR
COL. SEAN P. HOEWING

COL. RYAN M. HOYLE

COL. DAVID C. HYMAN

COL. ROBERT T. MEADE

COL. JOEL F. SCHMIDT

COL. JEREMY S. WINTERS

IN THE NAVY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) JOHN E. DOUGHERTY IV
REAR ADM. (LH) JONATHAN E. RUCKER
REAR ADM. (LH) DOUGLAS L. WILLIAMS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) THOMAS M. HENDERSCHEDT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be rear admiral

REAR ADM. (LH) CHRISTOPHER D. ALEXANDER
REAR ADM. (LH) BRADLEY J. ANDROS
REAR ADM. (LH) SEAN R. BAILEY

REAR ADM. (LH) BRIAN H. BENNETT
REAR ADM. (LH) ADAN G. CRUZ

REAR ADM. (LH) CHRISTOPHER A. KIJEK
REAR ADM. (LH) MAX G. MCCOY, JR.
REAR ADM. (LH) THOMAS P. MONINGER
REAR ADM. (LH) MARTIN J. MUCKIAN
REAR ADM. (LH) GREGORY D. NEWKIRK
REAR ADM. (LH) MARK A. SCHAFER
REAR ADM. (LH) NICHOLAS R. TILBROOK
REAR ADM. (LH) ROBERT E. WIRTH
REAR ADM. (LH) MICHAEL S. WOSJE

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. LUKE C. G. CROPSEY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION
601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. MARK B. PYE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general
COL. MATTHEW C. BROWN
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general

COL. TONRI C. BROWN

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

LT. GEN. CURTIS A. BUZZARD

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601,
AND FOR APPOINTMENT AS A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE
MILITARY STAFF COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 711:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. BRETT G. SYLVIA
IN THE AIR FORCE

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JUSTIN S.
ALBERICO AND ENDING WITH JONATHAN A. ZANNIS,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024.
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AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH STEPHEN
M. ADDINGTON AND ENDING WITH JOSHUA J. WOLFRAM,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH LEE ED-
MOND AKERS AND ENDING WITH MICHAEL GRAY YTTRI,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH PHILLIP N.
ALVAREZ AND ENDING WITH STANLEY Y. WONG, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP-
TEMBER 9, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ERIC
STARR BUSS AND ENDING WITH JONATHAN M. WALKER,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH STEPHEN
V. 8. ALEXANDER AND ENDING WITH YESUN YOON,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON
SEPTEMBER 9, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH LAKISHA N.
ALBERTIE AND ENDING WITH KERI L. YOUNG, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP-
TEMBER 18, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOHN C.
BATKA AND ENDING WITH RICHARD Y. K. YOO, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP-
TEMBER 18, 2024.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF KEITH A. SCHULTZ, TO BE
COLONEL.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF FRANCIS X. PARR III, TO BE
MAJOR.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF JAY E. BUTTERFIELD, TO
BE COLONEL.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH THOMAS A.
HUTTON AND ENDING WITH ROBERT D. MCALLISTER,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO-
VEMBER 18, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ROBERT L.
BELL AND ENDING WITH DANIEL J. BROWN, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER
18, 2024.

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF GABRIEL R. BULTZ, TO BE
MAJOR.

IN THE ARMY

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CORA L. ALLEN
AND ENDING WITH 0003434384, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE
RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 18, 2024.

ARMY NOMINATION OF RAFAEL J. KAPLAN, TO BE
MAJOR.

IN THE NAVY

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CHRISTOPHER D.
CARAWAY AND ENDING WITH BRADFORD M. WINKELMAN,
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO-
VEMBER 18, 2024.

NAVY NOMINATION OF ERIK C. HEDVAL, TO BE CAP-
TAIN.

December 19, 2024

NAVY NOMINATION OF KEITH C. BRADDY, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COMMANDER.

IN THE SPACE FORCE

SPACE FORCE NOMINATION OF KENNETH N. WOOTEN,
TO BE MAJOR.

SPACE FORCE NOMINATION OF BRENDA L. BEEGLE, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COLONEL.

IN THE COAST GUARD

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF BENJAMIN J. SPECTOR,
TO BE CAPTAIN.

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF ALEXANDER B. CURRIE,
TO BE COMMANDER.

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF HOLLY A. BERGMAN, TO
BE LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF JILLIAN H. BEECHER,
TO BE LIEUTENANT COMMANDER.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH THOM-
AS E. ADAMS AND ENDING WITH MARIE L. SEVIN, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER
12, 2024.

COAST GUARD NOMINATION OF JESSE COLLINS, TO BE
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER .

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JASON
A. ACUNA AND ENDING WITH DAVID J. ZWIRBLIS, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER
12, 2024.

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RYAN G.
ANGELO AND ENDING WITH JEFFREY S. ZAMARIN, WHICH
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER
12, 2024.
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