United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 18 CONGRESS, SECOND SESSION

Vol. 170

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2024

No. 185

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable CATH-
ERINE CORTEZ MASTO, a Senator from
the State of Nevada.

———————

PRAYER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by Lisa
Wink Schultz of the Senate Chaplain’s
Office here in Washington, DC.

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal Lord God, Your Word says
that those who do not walk in the
counsel of the ungodly will be blessed.
You also tell us that those who delight
in Your Word day and night are like
fruitful trees planted by streams of
water.

Today, let Your Word guide those
who serve here on Capitol Hill. Infuse
our Senators and their staff with Your
presence, power, and peace. Lord, make
Your power available to them hour by
hour so that they will have the phys-
ical, intellectual, emotional, and spir-
itual stamina to complete the duties of
this day.

We pray in Your gracious Name.
Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The assistant bill clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

Senate

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, December 12, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable CATHERINE CORTEZ
MASTO, a Senator from the State of Nevada,
to perform the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. CORTEZ MASTO thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

EXECUTIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The assistant bill clerk read the
nomination of Matthew James
Marzano, of Illinois, to be a Member of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
for the term of five years expiring June
30, 2028.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Washington.

Mrs. MURRAY. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

WILDLIFE INNOVATION AND LON-
GEVITY DRIVER REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, it
is my understanding the Senate has re-
ceived a message from the House of
Representatives to accompany H.R.
50009.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask that the Chair
lay before the Senate the message to
accompany H.R. 5009.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore laid before the Senate the fol-
lowing message from the House of Rep-
resentatives:

Resolved, That the House agree to the
amendment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
5009) entitled ‘“‘An Act to reauthorize wildlife
habitat and conservation programs, and for
other purposes.’”’, with an amendment to the
Senate amendment.

MOTION TO CONCUR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to concur in
the House amendment to the Senate
amendment to H.R. 5009, and I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I

send a cloture motion to the desk.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to concur in the House amendment to
the Senate amendment to H.R. 5009, a bill to
reauthorize wildlife habitat and conserva-
tion programs, and for other purposes.

Charles E. Schumer, Jack Reed, Robert
P. Casey, Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto,
Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabenow, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Tina Smith, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Martin Heinrich,
Richard J. Durbin, Gary C. Peters,
Christopher A. Coons, John W.
Hickenlooper, Tammy Duckworth, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen.

MOTION TO CONCUR WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3317

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to concur in
the House amendment to H.R. 5009,
with an amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] moves to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to H.R. 5009,
with an amendment numbered 3317.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this
Act.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3318 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3317

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have a second-degree amendment at
the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] proposes an amendment numbered 3318
to amendment No. 3317.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘1 day’’ and insert
‘2 days’.

MOTION TO REFER WITH AMENDMENT NO. 3319

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to refer H.R.
5009 to the Committee on Armed Serv-
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ices with instructions to report back
forthwith with an amendment.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHU-
MER] moves to refer the House message to
accompany H.R. 5009 to the Committee on
Armed Services with instructions to report
back forthwith with an amendment num-
bered No. 3319.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the motion be dis-
pensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 3 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays on my motion.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3320

Mr. SCHUMER. I have an amendment
to the instructions at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER]
proposes an amendment numbered 3320 to
the instructions of the motion to refer.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘3 days’ and insert
‘4 days’.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays are ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 3321 TO AMENDMENT NO. 3320

Mr. SCHUMER. I have a second-de-
gree amendment at the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from New York [Mr. SCHUMER]
proposes an amendment numbered 3321 to
amendment No. 3320.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask consent that
further reading of the amendment be
dispensed with.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment is as follows:

(Purpose: To add an effective date)

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘‘4 days’ and insert

‘5 days’.
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SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT
OF 2023—Motion to Proceed

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to Calendar No. 693,
H.R. 82.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to H.R. 82, a bill to
amend title II of the Social Security Act to
repeal the Government pension offset and
windfall elimination provisions.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 693, H.R. 82,
a bill to amend title IT of the Social Security
Act to repeal the Government pension offset
and windfall elimination provisions.

Charles E. Schumer, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Tammy Baldwin, Catherine Cortez
Masto, Alex Padilla, Debbie Stabenow,
Margaret Wood Hassan, Tina Smith,
Richard Blumenthal, Martin Heinrich,
Richard J. Durbin, Gary C. Peters,
Christopher A. Coons, John W.
Hickenlooper, Tammy Duckworth, Tim
Kaine, Chris Van Hollen, Jack Reed.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The majority leader is recognized.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
yesterday, the House of Representa-
tives passed the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, bringing this bill here
to the Senate. I just filed cloture on
the NDAA, setting up the first proce-
dural vote for early next week.

This year’s NDAA has some very
good things we Democrats wanted in it.
It has some bad things we wouldn’t
have put in there and some things that
were left out. But we are going to keep
working at it. Both sides are working
well together, and I hope we can finish
the job soon.

So thank you to Chairman REED, to
Ranking Member WICKER, and to my
colleagues on both sides for finalizing
the text of the NDAA.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Madam President, as for next week,
next week is going to be very busy here
on the Senate floor, where we have a
number of legislative priorities to com-
plete before the end of the year. We
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must, for one, continue working on
confirming more of President Biden’s
nominees. Voting on well-qualified
nominees is our job, it is our responsi-
bility, and we are going to continue
working on nominees so long as this
session of Congress continues.

Second, as I mentioned, we will finish
passing the NDAA. Members should be
prepared to take the first procedural
vote early next week.

We must also pass an extension of
government funding to avoid a shut-
down right before Christmas. The only
way we prevent a shutdown is through
bipartisan cooperation, without any
last-minute poison pills that create
controversy. We can’t have that. It has
never worked in the past, and adding
poison pills at the 11th hour would only
make the risk of a Christmas shutdown
greater.

Thankfully, I am pleased that, so far,
talks have remained productive. Nego-
tiators continue working around the
clock to reach an agreement. They are
meeting early in the morning, they are
meeting late at night, and they will
work through the weekend if nec-
essary.

I want to thank Chair MURRAY,
Ranking Member COLLINS, appropri-
ators in the House, and House leader-
ship for their cooperation on getting
the CR done.

I also hope we can reach an agree-
ment to pass a strong disaster package,
before the end of the year, as part of
the CR. Democrats continue to work
on the disaster package. We know one
thing: Just as both parties represent
communities affected by disasters,
both parties must take passing disaster
aid seriously. We urge our Republican
colleagues to keep working with us and
get us as generous a package as pos-
sible because there is so much damage
out there and so many communities
need help.

Right now, the Federal Government
faces its looming disaster: The vast
majority of funds intended for emer-
gency disaster relief have nearly dried
up. We have very few resources left for
helping small businesses, helping farm-
ers, helping people rebuild their homes,
helping communities fix their main
streets and repair their highways. This
is a problem for States across the coun-
try, in every part of the country,
whether they be red or blue, whether
they be represented by Democrats or
Republicans. And, unfortunately but
necessarily, the only fix is congres-
sional action. Democrats are working
with our colleagues on the other side
on a reasonable proposal to help cities
and towns and rural areas rebuild. We
hope to reach an agreement soon.

SOCIAL SECURITY FAIRNESS ACT

Madam President, finally, today I
filed cloture on the Social Security
Fairness Act, a strongly bipartisan
bill, already approved by the Repub-
lican House, that would ensure Ameri-
cans are not erroneously denied their
well-earned social security benefits
simply because they chose, at some
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point, to work in their careers in pub-
lic service. I am talking about public
servants like firefighters, teachers,
postal workers, policemen, and so
many other jobs like that. The Senate
is going to vote on the Social Security
Fairness Act before the end of the year.
This is a chance for Senators to do the
right thing for our teachers and nurses
and postal workers and law enforce-
ment officers and firefighters, and they
will certainly be watching what we do
with their retirement benefits.

I am proud to cosponsor this bill with
my good friend Senator BROWN. Demo-
crats are ready to act on this much
needed fix for millions of retirees. The
bill already passed the House with a
huge bipartisan majority. The Senate
should follow suit. Americans deserve
to see which side the Senators are on
when it comes to securing their well-
earned retirement benefits.

Far too many retirees—millions and
millions—have been robbed of their
hard-earned benefits because of WEP
and GPO. Passing the Social Security
Fairness Act is our best shot at fixing
this problem and helping out working
families. The Senate will get the
chance to pass this important bill with
a vote here on the floor next week.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, yes-
terday the House passed the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2025. I am glad that the Senate
will finally take up the bill next week,
and it should be on its way to the
President’s desk soon.

But there is no excuse for the delay.
The Senate Armed Services Committee
passed its version of the bill 6 months
ago—6 months ago. But Leader SCHU-
MER never bothered to bring the Senate
bill to the floor.

And I can tell you right now that this
will not be the case next year with the
new Republican majority. Next year,
the NDAA will not be placed on the
back burner. It will be a priority.

The NDAA—National Defense Au-
thorization Act—is one of the most im-
portant bills that we consider each
year, and that is even more true in a
time of increasing instability on the
world stage.

American servicemembers have come
under attack from Iran-backed groups
in the Middle East. China is taking in-
creasingly brazen actions in the Indo-
Pacific and beyond. Russia continues
to wage unprovoked war on UKkraine.
Israel is defending itself against terror-
ists. And there is a disturbing trend of
collaboration among our adversaries to
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sow chaos into every corner of the
world.

The U.S. military stands guard
against these threats and countless
others. And it is critical that it has the
resources and capabilities it needs to
deter threats against America and, if
necessary, to respond. But our readi-
ness is not where it needs to be.

Adversaries like China are outpacing
us in defense investments. We are fall-
ing behind in critical technologies. The
number of Air Force planes and Navy
ships is approaching record lows. Our
supply and production of munitions is
inadequate to meet demand. And our
military increasingly depends on rap-
idly aging supplies and infrastructure.

We need to turn this around. And I
am pleased that this year’s National
Defense Authorization Act addresses
some of these serious readiness issues.
And I want to say right out that it is
not a perfect bill.

I am disappointed the bill we will be
voting on doesn’t include Senator
WICKER’s proposed—and sorely need-
ed—defense increase, which received bi-
partisan support in the Armed Services
Committee. And I will push for needed
additional funding in the coming year.

But I am pleased that this bill directs
resources to a number of priorities. It
upgrades our capabilities in advanced
technologies like hypersonics, missile
defense, drones, and artificial intel-
ligence. It addresses our munitions
challenges, expands Navy shipbuilding,
and reverses the shrinking Air Force
fleet.

It ensures the Pentagon is focused on
defense, not diversity programs. It sup-
ports our allies in Israel and Taiwan.
And it provides a pay raise to our
troops and a larger pay hike for junior
enlisted members.

This bill is a step forward on the path
to closing the readiness deficit that we
currently have, and South Dakota will
play a critical role in closing that gap.

In 2019, the Air Force announced that
Ellsworth Air Force Base in South Da-
kota would host the first B-21 Raider
mission. The B-21 will be the backbone
of the Air Force’s bomber fleet. It will
enable the United States to project
power and deter threats around the
world. And it will employ some of the
most advanced technology in executing
its stealth missions.

I am proud that this bill fully funds
the B-21 at Ellsworth and the support
facilities that will be needed to House
this critical mission.

When I look at where we are today, it
is sometimes hard to remember that
not long after I was elected to the Sen-
ate, Ellsworth was slated for closure by
the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission.

I spent some of my first months as a
Senator in a sprint to save the base.
There were those who wondered wheth-
er a small State like South Dakota
would have the clout to protect Ells-
worth. But we got to work, and with
the combined efforts of a lot of people,
we kept the base. We proved that clos-
ing Ellsworth would not only cost more
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money, it would diminish readiness.
And the Commission voted to keep
Ellsworth open.

But we didn’t stop there. We went
right back to work to make sure that
Ellsworth would never be threatened
with closure again. And today, it is an
undisputed asset to the Air Force and
to our national defense.

National defense has always been a
priority for me. I believe in peace
through strength. I believe that deter-
rence works, and it is a lot cheaper to
invest in a strong military by choice
than to spend on a war by necessity.

So I can promise that next year, na-
tional security will be a priority in the
Senate. We will work to make sure
that the military has everything it
needs to project American strength and
to keep the peace.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO KAMALA D. HARRIS

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Janu-
ary 20, 2021, little girls worldwide
watched in awe as the daughter of a
mother from India and a father from
Jamaica placed her hand on the Bible
of the late civil rights icon and Su-
preme Court Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall and took the oath to serve in one
of the highest offices in the land. At
that moment, history was made, and
KAMALA HARRIS became the first
woman in American history to serve as
Vice President of the United States.
During a time when America faced a
pandemic, there was hope, and many
saw the promise of what could be in
Vice President HARRIS.

As I sat there as one of the lucky wit-
nesses to see that historic moment on
that cold winter’s day, I couldn’t help
but smile and think of my former Sen-
ate colleague from California, who
served with me on the Senate’s Judici-
ary Committee. I served on that com-
mittee for more than two decades and
had the honor to work with many
brave colleagues on both sides of the
table, but then-Senator HARRIS was ex-
ceptional, bringing a keen perspective
and vast knowledge of issues.

During hearings, I always counted on
her for intelligent, discerning ques-
tions, honed over the years as a pros-
ecutor, effectively reaching the heart
of each matter at hand. I remember
how people would stick around to hear
her ask questions. Because of her se-
niority situation, she was one of the
last to ever ask in the committee. I
know there were many witnesses who
would have preferred that she would
have asked no questions. She was that
good.

Throughout her long and successful
career as a civil servant, Vice Presi-
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dent HARRIS has always focused on
what is best for the American people.
Whether fighting for working families,
taking on special interests and win-
ning, or working across the aisle to
pass legislation and conducting critical
national security investigations, Vice
President HARRIS has worked in the
service of every American, no matter
their party.

Four years ago, she left the Senate as
President Biden’s Vice President and
had a tall order on her hands—to bring
this country back from a life-altering
pandemic and reenergize the American
economy. With our democracy’s and
Nation’s soul at stake on the ballot
during the 2020 election, Vice President
HARRIS and President Biden ushered in
a new era, embodying their campaign
slogan: “‘Our best days still lie ahead.”

Under their leadership, America has
made significant progress. A little over
4 years ago, the term ‘‘Infrastructure
Week” was a little more than a wish
list and a punch line at worst. In 2021,
the Biden-Harris administration, with
Democrats’ support in Congress, made
the infamous ‘‘Infrastructure Week’ a
reality. We passed the bipartisan infra-
structure law.

Since its enactment, the Biden-Har-
ris administration has announced $568
billion in funding for more than 66,000
projects across all 50 States, terri-
tories, and Tribes. This funding has
helped repair more than 196,000 miles of
roads, updated 11,400 bridges, replaced
more than 350,000 lead pipes, and cre-
ated nearly 16 million jobs.

We were able to help millions of
Americans head back to work. Thanks
to the American Rescue Plan, the econ-
omy is back on track after the world
struggled with a deadly, life-threat-
ening virus. America had one of the
most robust job recoveries on record
and the strongest economic recovery in
the world, driving unemployment
below 4 percent for 28 months—the
longest stretch of low unemployment
in more than 50 years.

We lowered healthcare and prescrip-
tion drug costs, including a $2,000 cap
on prescription drugs for seniors and
people with disabilities, a $35-a-month
cap on the cost of insulin, and new,
lower prices for prescription drugs as
part of Medicare.

Since the Supreme Court’s decision
to overrule Roe v. Wade, Vice Presi-
dent HARRIS has been an outspoken ad-
vocate for reproductive freedom.

Over the past 2 years, Republican
lawmakers have picked up where the
Supreme Court left off. In State after
State, they have undermined and even
eliminated reproductive health care for
millions of Americans, with dev-
astating consequences. But the Biden-
Harris administration has been a
steady, predictable, consistent beacon
in what feels like a never-ending strug-
gle.

With the Vice President’s leadership,
the administration has acted to protect
access to reproductive health care, in-
cluding through FDA-approved medica-
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tion abortion, emergency medical care,
and supporting the ability to travel for
reproductive health care. On what
would have been the 5lst anniversary
of Roe v. Wade, Vice President KAMALA
HARRIS launched a nationwide Fight
for Reproductive Freedoms tour.

For as long as I have known her, she
has always been a fighter, so I didn’t
hesitate when she called, asking for my
support when she ran for President. I
didn’t hesitate to say yes. Now, I know
the election outcome was not what we
wanted or fought for, but believe me
when I say she made a difference in the
history of this Nation, and I could not
be prouder of her strength and resolve
during the campaign.

At a recent address at Howard Uni-
versity, Vice President HARRIS said
something that will stay with me. She
said:

The light of America’s promise will always
burn bright as long as we never give up and
as long as we keep fighting.

Madam Vice President, you have
been and always will be the light of
America’s promise. You have given a
voice to the voiceless, made those who
felt invisible feel seen, and fought for
those unable to fight for themselves.

It has been a true honor to work and
serve next to her over these years. I
thank her for her service to this coun-
try. We are all the better for it.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, last
week, I spoke about some of President
Trump’s nominees to unleash Amer-
ican energy dominance. Today, I would
like to highlight another issue and
some of his great picks to help lead his
agenda.

For one thing, I am very excited
about his partnership with my fellow
Texan, Elon Musk, who will help lead
the newly created Department of Gov-
ernment Efficiency, or DOGE.

We have reached a point as a nation
where it is almost a cliche to say our
spending has become out of control. We
all know that, but doing anything
about it seems to be elusive, to say the
least. It is a problem that we are all
aware of but is one that many are
afraid to make the hard decisions to do
anything about.

Our Nation’s debt has skyrocketed to
more than $36 trillion. That is a num-
ber that none of us can possibly con-
ceive of in terms of the magnitude of
that debt. What we do know is we are
now spending more money for interest
on the national debt than we are on the
defense of our Nation—something that
is unsustainable. But what is lesser
known is that 61 percent of the Federal
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budget is mandatory spending, which
means it is on autopilot, and we rarely
go back and revisit it to make sure
that this spending program, this man-
datory spending program, is still a pri-
ority. There is no cap on it, no cost-of-
living index, nothing of the nature to
control the costs, so they tend to grow
at b, 6, 7, 8 percent a year. Well, this is
no longer acceptable, if it ever was, be-
cause it is not sustainable. We have to
do something about it, and I think we
have a generational opportunity to do
just that come January.

But if you look at the other piece of
the pie, only 26 percent of our budget is
discretionary. We fight over continuing
resolutions and appropriations bills
here in the Senate, which represent 26
percent of the money that the Federal
Government spends, and act sometimes
like, well, we need to balance the budg-
et, but in dealing with 26 percent of the
spending, that is obviously a fool’s er-
rand.

The other 13 percent is interest on
the national debt. Just think about the
trillion dollars a year that we spend on
interest on the national debt. If we did
not have a $36 trillion debt, if we didn’t
have to pay that interest, what good
could be done with that trillion dollars
a year? We have almost reached the
point where our interest payments, of
course, as I said, have actually eclipsed
defense spending, and that is obviously
never a good place to be.

Where we spend what we spend is al-
most as important as how much we
spend. Let me say that again. Where
we spend what we spend is almost as
important as how much we spend. I
have never been one to believe that it
is just a matter, in terms of judging
our national security, that we need to
spend X amount of dollars, because
that doesn’t really tell you much about
how those dollars are spent.

One of the things I am hoping the
new administration can do, being
disruptors, opposing the status quo, is
that we can see some real changes at
the Pentagon and in terms of equipping
our warfighters with the most modern,
most effective weapons and weapons
systems that they need in order to re-
store deterrence.

I think it is obvious—and I think the
selection is a referendum on this—that
we need to take a look in the mirror
and look at our pocketbook and have a
reckoning. For this reason, I am ex-
cited to work with Elon Musk and his
cochairman, Vivek Ramaswamy, who
is a founding member of the DOGE
Caucus, here in the Senate. Now, I
don’t imagine that they are going to be
able to unilaterally cut out the waste
and inefficiency in the Federal Govern-
ment because obviously they are not
part of the legislature, but I do believe
they can highlight ways that we can
cut waste and inefficiency. Whether it
is the President through Executive
order or whether it is the Congress
through Congressional Review Acts or
through other legislation, we can join
them in cutting our spending and mak-
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ing the tax dollar that is spent here be
spent more efficiently in accordance
with our priorities as a nation. So I
look forward to working with both of
them and our House colleagues on the
DOGE Caucus—first to identify the
low-hanging fruit.

Now, there have already been some
good ideas that we have seen floated.
For example, the Committee for a Re-
sponsible Federal Budget recently
found that simply reversing every one
of President Biden’s Executive orders
could save taxpayers up to $1.4 trillion.

You know, it is a sad day when we
who are supposed to have the purse
strings have relinquished to the Execu-
tive the ability to basically obligate
the Nation to spend $1.4 trillion
through Executive orders. There is
something terribly out of whack about
that. We are the ones who should con-
trol the purse strings of the Nation and
be the ones accountable to the voters
for how we spend that money, but that
has gotten terribly out of whack, as I
said.

For the most part, these Executive
actions are things that folks on this
side of the Chamber agree we should re-
verse. For example, simply preventing
the implementation of President
Biden’s rule limiting vehicle carbon
emissions—effectively an electric vehi-
cle mandate—would save $150 billion. I
have never understood the wisdom of
low- and middle-income taxpayers sub-
sidizing wealthy people to buy expen-
sive cars, which is what the mandate
provides.

While there is incredible innovation
in the healthcare space, blocking the
Biden administration rule to allow
Medicare to cover GLP-1 obesity drugs
would save $40 billion. Now, I, for one,
think that is a fascinating topic and
one we need to explore more in depth,
but I do oppose the President’s doing
this unilaterally before Congress has
had a chance to do our due diligence to
see ‘‘Does this save money? What is the
impact on the public health?” rather
than President Biden, with the swipe of
his pen, spending $40 billion.

Then there is the so-called Thrifty
Food Plan update that increased SNAP
benefits. We have been debating the
farm bill, which is about 80 percent of
nutrition benefits and very little ben-
efit to our farmers, but President
Biden again, with a swipe of his pen,
obligated us to spend another $180 bil-
lion.

It is a little ironmic, to say the least,
that we spend billions of dollars on
food stamps and nutrition programs
that could be used to buy who knows
what and then turn around and spend
billions of dollars more on obesity
drugs to help Americans who are over-
weight. There is something strange
about that juxtaposition.

But another simple but effective way
of eliminating waste would be to elimi-
nate COVID-era work policies for em-
ployees in Federal Agencies. My friend
and our colleague Senator ERNST of
Iowa has pointed out that taxpayers
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continue to pick up the tab for the up-
keep of Federal buildings that are, by
and large, empty.

The Government Accountability Of-
fice conducted a study that found that
75 percent or more of the office space
for DC headquarters of Federal Agen-
cies is not even being used—75 percent.

At the same time, the people who
rely on these Agencies for services—the
public—are often faced with extended
wait times due to Federal employees
working remotely. I hear it on a daily
basis from my constituents, as I am
sure many others in this Chamber have
as well.

Veterans are calling the Veterans’
Administration, and they are waiting
for callbacks. Taxpayers are trying to
file their tax returns correctly, and
they face long wait times at the IRS.

In the meantime, an internal review
of the Department of Health and
Human Services found that as many as
30 percent of the employees of that
huge Agency ‘‘did not appear to be
working” on ‘‘any given day’’ during
the pandemic and thereafter.

Now the pandemic is over, but those
same working arrangements seem to
have carried the day and seem to have
continued without a thought to what it
means in terms of efficiently providing
the services that these government
Agencies and these employees are sup-
posed to provide.

The Office of Personnel Management
has found that now that the pandemic
is over, only one in three Federal em-
ployees is fully back in the office. If we
required Federal employees to come
into the office 5 days a week, as we
should, there would likely be a number
of voluntary terminations. This is
something I think we should welcome.
If Federal employees don’t want to
show up for work, then American tax-
payers should not have to pay them.

Of course, there is an obvious first
step that we should take here in the
Senate, and that is to pass the budget
come January which provides the rec-
onciliation instructions we need in
order to do more work that needs to be
done.

Given the fact that Republicans now
have the majority in the House and the
Senate and the White House, it is not
an opportunity we should squander. We
must not squander it.

When Democrats had this oppor-
tunity, they used it to pass the so-
called Inflation Reduction Act, which,
as I pointed out time and time again,
did not actually reduce inflation. It
went to a 40-year high and is still high.

Now, set aside the ridiculous notion
that you can reduce inflation by mas-
sive spending—something Milton
Friedman, I am sure, is spinning in his
grave at that concept—Democrats also
set a new precedent by working around
the longstanding prohibition on mak-
ing policy changes in a budget resolu-
tion, the so-called Byrd rule or law,
which says that you have to get 60
votes to make policy changes, and you
can only do budgetary matters through
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budget reconciliation using a majority
vote in the U.S. Senate. But this is now
a precedent of the Senate that we have
at our disposal when it is time for us to
pass the budget resolution. I am hope-
ful we can use this vehicle as an oppor-
tunity to reform some of our manda-
tory spending outside of Social Secu-
rity and Medicare.

I have always been a proponent of re-
evaluating the money we spend. This is
something that every family in Amer-
ica, every business in America, has to
do on a regular basis. We don’t do it
here, and we need to start, especially
with this looming debt and this
unsustainable amount of money that
we are spending on interest on that
debt, when we could and should be
spending it on other programs or re-
turning those resources back to the
American people in terms of lower
taxes.

I look forward to working with the
DOGE committee and all of our efforts
to identify and eliminate areas of gov-
ernment waste, rein in reckless and
wasteful spending, and improve the
lives of Texans and all Americans in
the process.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, so ordered.

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum call with respect to the
Marzano nomination be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. TILLIS. And that the vote occur
immediately.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 835, Mat-
thew James Marzano, of Illinois, to be a
Member of the Nuclear Regulatory Commis-
sion for the term of five years expiring June
30, 2028.

Charles E. Schumer, Thomas R. Carper,
Tammy Baldwin, Gary C. Peters, Peter
Welch, Richard Blumenthal, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Tim Kaine, Jack Reed, Mi-
chael F. Bennet, Tammy Duckworth,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Debbie Stabe-
now, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Tina Smith,
Christopher A. Coons, Brian Schatz.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Matthew James Marzano, of Illinois,
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to be a Member of the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission for the term of five
years, expiring June 30, 2028, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL),
the Senator from Xentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), and the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 50,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 322 Leg.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schiff
Brown Kim Schumer
Cantyvell King Shaheen
gardm ILilq@uchar Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin Stabenow

Tester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley W
Duckworth Murphy arner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NAYS—46
Barrasso Graham Risch
Boozman Grassley Romney
Braun Hagerty Rounds
Britt Hawley Rubio
Budg Hoeven ) Schmitt
Capl_to Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
gafildy IJ{olrmS(zin Scott (SC)
ollins ennedy ;

Cornyn Lankford Slnema

Sullivan
Cotton Lee

: Thune
Cramer Lummis T
Crapo Moran LS .
Cruz Mullin Tgbervﬂle
Daines Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
Fischer Ricketts
NOT VOTING—4
Blackburn McConnell
Marshall Vance
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

LUJAN). On this vote, the yeas are 50,
the nays are 46.

The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Maryland.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, mnotwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 920 and that the Senate
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the
Senator withhold his request.

Mr. CARDIN. I will withhold my re-
quest.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maryland.

————
INTERNATIONAL TRAFFICKING
VICTIMS PROTECTION REAU-

THORIZATION ACT OF 2023

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
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that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Calendar No. 91,
S. 920.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 920) to reauthorize the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Foreign Relations.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today out of my concern
for the victims of human trafficking.

Nearly two and half decades ago,
Congress passed the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act. In an effort to
eliminate this scourge of modern-day
slavery at home and abroad, the origi-
nal legislation established a framework
known as the ‘3 Ps’’—protection, pre-
vention, and prosecution. This ap-
proach to combating human traf-
ficking has been so effective that it has
been reauthorized across Republican
and Democratic administrations with
overwhelming bipartisan support. This
is important legislation that saves live
and protects innocent people.

The last time the reauthorization of
the international provisions passed, it
was signed into law by President
Trump. However, for 3 years now, the
authorities of the international anti-
human trafficking programs have been
expired. It is past time for Congress to
act. I am here today to ask that the
Senate pass this substitute amendment
to the International Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Reauthorization Act
because I know my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle want action before we
adjourn.

This substitute amendment is a com-
bination of all the provisions of the
House-passed bill and the Senate provi-
sions reported favorably out of the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
in June 2023 by voice vote. There is bi-
partisan support to enhance these pro-
grams and policies, including from my
colleague Senator RISCH, the ranking
member on the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. Republicans and Democrats
alike want to help the 27 million people
who are victims of forced labor and
sexual exploitation. And we want to
hold perpetrators of these crimes to ac-
count.

This reauthorization will incorporate
anti-trafficking measures into all
USAID development programs, combat
trafficking of domestic workers by UN
officials or foreign missions, and re-
quire the President take into account
anti-trafficking efforts by other coun-
tries when we give them development
assistance. When I talk about a values-
based foreign policy for the United
States, these are the kinds of policies I
am talking about.

And so I ask that the Senate pass
this substitute amendment to the
International Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act, S. 920.
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Cardin substitute amend-
ment at the desk be considered and
agreed to and that the bill, as amend-
ed, be considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3322), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. CARDIN. I know of no further de-
bate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the bill having been read the
third time, the question is, Shall the
bill pass?

The bill (S. 920),
passed.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, it has
been nearly 4 years since I was first
sworn in to serve here in the Senate.
Since then, as a member of the Senate
Judiciary Committee, I have had the
privilege of working alongside my col-
leagues to provide advice and consent
on President Biden’s judicial nominees.
Over the course of the 4 years, we have
confirmed some of the most qualified,
extraordinary public servants ever to
be nominated to the Federal bench.

As of this week, that has meant that
233 new Federal judges are serving in
the Federal judiciary, including 33 in
my home State of California. So I rise
today to celebrate the three most re-
cently confirmed Federal district court
judges in my home State.

In the last week, with your support,
we confirmed Judge Anne Hwang to
serve on the U.S. District Court for the
Central District of California. Judge
Hwang earned her bachelor’s degree
from Cornell University and her law
degree from the University of Southern
California Law School.

After beginning her career as a liti-
gation associate at Irell & Manella in
Los Angeles, Judge Hwang went on to
serve for 12 years in the Federal Public
Defender’s Office in Los Angeles—the
largest public defender’s office in the
Nation. During her time there, she rose
through the ranks, from deputy public
defender to chief deputy public de-
fender, and she gained extensive trial
experience. In 2018, she was appointed
to the Los Angeles County Superior
Court.

Informed by the invaluable experi-
ence that came from serving as a pub-
lic defender, Judge Hwang now brings
an important perspective to the Fed-
eral bench.

Next, earlier this week, we confirmed
Judge Cynthia Valenzuela also to the

as amended, was
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U.S. District Court for the Central Dis-
trict of California.

Judge Valenzuela earned her under-
graduate degree from the University of
Arizona before earning her law degree
at the UCLA School of Law.

After graduation, she served as spe-
cial assistant on the U.S. Commission
on Civil Rights and later as a trial at-
torney with the Department of Jus-
tice’s Civil Rights Division Voting
Rights Section. Eventually, she re-
turned to Los Angeles to work in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office as a prosecutor
in the Criminal Division.

In 2006, she became national vice
president of litigation at MALDEF—
you are familiar, Mr. President—the
Mexican American Legal Defense and
Educational Fund.

She left 5 years later to become a su-
pervising attorney for the California
Central District Criminal Justice Act
panel.

Finally, in 2016, Judge Valenzuela
was appointed to serve as a judge on
the California State Bar Court, han-
dling attorney regulatory and dis-
cipline cases.

Throughout her confirmation proc-
ess, Judge Valenzuela has been praised
by her current and former colleagues
for her tireless work on behalf of vic-
tims, for her intelligence, for her integ-
rity, and for her dedication to fair and
impartial application of the law.

Her academic credentials and her
legal qualifications and experience will
make her yet another outstanding Fed-
eral judge for the Central District.

Finally, also earlier this week, we
had the honor of confirming Judge
Noel Wise, President Biden’s nominee
to serve on the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of California.

Judge Wise earned her undergraduate
degree from the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas, and her law degree from
Nova Southeastern University Law
School and her master of the science of
law degree from Stanford Law School.

Judge Wise first clerked on the Flor-
ida Fourth District Court of Appeal be-
fore joining the U.S. Department of
Justice as a trial attorney in the Nat-
ural Resources Division, where she also
spent a year detailed to the Assistant
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District of California.

She then worked in private practice
for several years before cofounding the
firm Wise Gleicher in 2006, where she
litigated at the trial and appellate
level in both State and Federal courts.

For the past decade, Judge Wise has
served on the Alameda County Supe-
rior Court, including as supervising
judge since 2019 and as judge pro tem
for the California Second District
Court of Appeal for a time.

Judge Wise’s wealth of experience in
State and Federal courts, in civil and
criminal litigation, in public and pri-
vate practice, make her more than pre-
pared to now serve on the Northern
District.

On behalf of the State of California, I
want to thank my colleagues for help-
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ing confirm these three outstanding
Federal judges and for continuing to
prioritize judicial confirmations here
in the days to come.

————

REAFFIRMING THE APPLICA-
BILITY OF THE INDIAN REORGA-
NIZATION ACT TO THE LYTTON
RANCHERIA OF CALIFORNIA

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, notwithstanding
rule XXII, I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of Calendar No. 510,
S. 4000.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 4000) to reaffirm the applicability
of the Indian Reorganization Act to the
Lytton Rancheria of California, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. PADILLA. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate on the bill, the bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 4000) was passed as fol-
lows:

S. 4000

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. LYTTON RANCHERIA OF CALIFORNIA
LAND REAFFIRMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Lytton Rancheria
of California is subject to the Act of June 18,
1934 (commonly known as the ‘‘Indian Reor-
ganization Act’’) (48 Stat. 984, chapter 576; 25
U.S.C. 5101 et seq.), and the Secretary of the
Interior may acquire and take into trust
land for the benefit of the Lytton Rancheria
of California pursuant to section 5 of that
Act (25 U.S.C. 5108).

(b) LAND To BE MADE PART OF THE RES-
ERVATION.—Land taken into trust pursuant
to subsection (a) shall be—

(1) part of the reservation of the Lytton
Rancheria of California; and

(2) administered in accordance with the
laws and regulations generally applicable to
property held in trust by the United States
for an Indian Tribe.

Mr. PADILLA. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

JAMUL INDIAN VILLAGE LAND
TRANSFER ACT

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, notwithstanding
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rule XXII, I also ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No.
562, S. 3857.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (8. 3857) to take certain land in the
State of California into trust for the benefit
of the Jamul Indian Village of California,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs, with an amendment
to strike all after the enacting clause
and insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Jamul Indian
Village Land Transfer Act’.

SEC. 2. LAND TO BE TAKEN INTO TRUST FOR THE
JAMUL INDIAN VILLAGE OF CALI-
FORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The approximately 167.23
acres of land owned in fee by the Jamul Indian
Village of California located in San Diego, Cali-
fornia, and described in subsection (b) are here-
by taken into trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred to
in subsection (a) is the following:

(1) PARCEL 1.—The parcels of land totaling
approximately 161.23 acres, located in San Diego
County, California, that are held in fee by the
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally
described in Document No. 2022-0010260 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Recorder,
San Diego County, California, and recorded
January 7, 2022.

(2) PARCEL 2.—The parcel of land totaling ap-
proximately 6 acres, located in San Diego Coun-
ty, California, that is held in fee by the Jamul
Indian Village of California, as legally described
in Document No. 2021-0540770 in the Official
Records of the Office of the Recorder, San Diego
County, California, and recorded July 29, 2021.

(¢) REAFFIRMATION OF CERTAIN LAND HELD IN
TRUST.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Congress reaffirms the ap-
proximately 4.87 acres of land located in San
Diego, California, and described in paragraph
(2) that was taken into trust by the United
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian Vil-
lage of California on July 19 and August 19,
2024.

(2) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred to
in paragraph (1) is the following:

(A) PARCEL 3.—The parcel of land totaling ap-
proximately 4.03 acres, located in San Diego
County, California, that is held in fee by the
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally
described in Document No. 1998-0020339 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Recorder,
San Diego County, California, and recorded
January 15, 1998.

(B) PARCEL 4.—The parcel of land comprised
of approximately 0.84 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, that is held in fee by
the Jamul Indian Village of California, as le-
gally described in Document No. 2017-0410384 in
the Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded September 7, 2017.

(d) ADDITIONAL TRUST ACQUISITION.—The
Secretary of the Interior shall accept title in and
to, and place into trust by the United States for
the benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia, the land depicted as ‘‘Proposed 1.1.
acres’ on the map of the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife entitled ‘‘Amended Acres
Proposal” and dated May 2023 if that land is
conveyed or otherwise transferred to the United
States by, or on behalf of, the Jamul Indian Vil-
lage of California.
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(e) ADMINISTRATION.—Land taken into trust
under subsections (a) and (d) shall be—

(1) part of the reservation of the Jamul Indian
Village of California; and

(2) administered in accordance with the laws
and regulations generally applicable to property
held in trust by the United States for the benefit
of an Indian Tribe.

(f) GAMING PROHIBITED.—Land described in
subsections (b), (c)(2), and (d) shall not be used
for any class II gaming or class III gaming
under the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25
U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) (as those terms are defined
in section 4 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)).

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be withdrawn; that the Padilla sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; and that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 3323) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Jamul In-
dian Village Land Transfer Act’.

SEC. 2. TRUST LAND FOR THE JAMUL INDIAN VIL-
LAGE OF CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The approximately 172.10
acres of land described in subsection (b) is
held in trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred
to in subsection (a) is the following:

(1) PARCEL 1.—The parcels of land totaling
approximately 161.23 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, that are held in fee
by the Jamul Indian Village of California, as
legally described in Document No. 2022-
0010260 in the Official Records of the Office of
the Recorder, San Diego County, California,
and recorded January 7, 2022.

(2) PARCEL 2.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 6 acres, located in San Diego
County, California, that is held in fee by the
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally
described in Document No. 2021-0540770 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded July 29, 2021.

(3) PARCEL 3.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 4.03 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 1998-0020339 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded January 15, 1998.

(4) PARCEL 4.—The parcel of land comprised
of approximately 0.84 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 2017-0410384 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded September 7, 2017.

(c) ADDITIONAL TRUST ACQUISITION.—The
Secretary of the Interior shall accept title in
and to, and place into trust by the United
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian
Village of California, the land depicted as
“Proposed 1.1. acres’” on the map of the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife enti-
tled ‘‘Amended Acres Proposal” and dated
May 2023 if that land is conveyed or other-
wise transferred to the United States by, or
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on behalf of, the Jamul Indian Village of
California.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Land taken into
trust under subsections (a) and (c) shall be—

(1) part of the reservation of the Jamul In-
dian Village of California; and

(2) administered in accordance with the
laws and regulations generally applicable to
property held in trust by the United States
for the benefit of an Indian Tribe.

(e) GAMING PROHIBITED.—Land described in
subsections (b) and (c) shall not be used for
any class II gaming or class IIT gaming under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (256 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.) (as those terms are defined in
section 4 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)).

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

Mr. PADILLA. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Shall the bill,
as amended, pass?

The bill (S. 3857), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I also
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I want
to thank you and our colleagues for
your support of these two measures,
which will help Tribes in my home
State of California regain control of
their rightful ancestral lands and help
the Federal Government take steps to
fulfill our sacred trust responsibility to
Tribal nations.

The first of these bills that we just
approved, the Jamul Indian Village
Land Transfer Act, will establish in
trust over 170 acres of land in San
Diego County for the Jamul Indian Vil-
lage of California.

For the Jamul people, what was once
over 640 acres of ancestral lands has di-
minished to just 6 acres—one of the
smallest reservations in the country.

In 2005, Tribal members voluntarily
moved off the reservation to allow the
Tribe to pursue economic development
opportunities and become less reliant
on the Federal Government. But in
order to build a true homeland fitting
for their Tribe, the Jamul Indian Vil-
lage purchased four parcels of land—a
combined 172 acres in total—in San
Diego County.

By establishing this land in Federal
trust, the U.S. Government is now ful-
filling our obligation to the Jamul peo-
ple and returning their Tribal members
back to their permanent and proper
homeland.

I want to take a moment to thank
Representative DARRELL ISSA for his
work in the House of Representatives
as well as Senators SCHATZ and MUR-
KOWSKI here in the Senate.

I also want to thank all the members
of the Jamul Indian Village who have
been such honorable and relentless ad-
vocates for their community.

Thank you, colleagues, for sup-
porting and passing this bill.
S. 4000

I also thank you for your support in
passing S. 4000, my bill to make sure
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the Indian Reauthorization Act applies
to the Lytton Rancheria of California.

The Indian Reorganization Act ad-
dresses a legacy of disenfranchisement
for Native communities across the
country. It was a landmark bill that
helped Tribes reestablish their sov-
ereignty and rebuild their communities
after decades of immoral assimilation
policies attempted to tear them apart.

The bill we just approved would sim-
ply provide clarity that the Lytton
Rancheria of California is able to place
land into trust through the Depart-
ment of the Interior’s standard land-to-
trust process.

I again thank my partners, Senators
SCHATZ and MURKOWSKI, for their sup-
port and thank you all for your support
in passing both of these measures
today.

I yield the floor.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

GEORGIA

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I am
here on the floor today with the incom-
ing chair and current ranking member
of the Foreign Relations Committee to
talk about the deteriorating political
situation in the country of Georgia and
to strongly urge the United States
Government to take immediate action
in response.

Senator RISCH and I have had a long
history of working together on Geor-
gia. We were there in 2012 when Geor-
gian Dream took over in Georgia. We
were part of the election observation
team. We agreed those were free and
fair elections.

Senator RISCH was very eloquent in
talking to President Saakashvili at the
time—or Prime Minister—about the
need to hand over power because it was
a free and fair election, and we needed
to do that.

Well, in October, Georgia held par-
liamentary elections, and the vote
took place against a backdrop of
threats—in some cases, even violence.
And there is evidence that the ruling
party, Georgian Dream, specifically
targeted activists, opposition figures,
and ordinary voters. Consequently,
those elections, unlike the elections in
2012 that we observed, have not been
deemed free and fair. And the majority
of the Georgian people, understandably
s0, do not support the election results.

In the aftermath, the Georgian
Dream government decided to yank
Georgia off of its Euro-Atlantic path.
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It announced the country would cease
negotiating with the European Union
over its succession to the bloc. Of
course, it is a move that pleased Vladi-
mir Putin and the Kremlin and rein-
forced to many his influence over the
politics and policy of Georgia.

This step directly contravened Geor-
gia’s own constitution, where the Geor-
gian people enshrined their commit-
ment to joining both the EU and
NATO. It has rightfully caused outrage
across the country.

For 2 weeks, we have seen widespread
protests that brought thousands of peo-
ple into the streets. The protests are
being led by young people—young peo-
ple who have grown up in an inde-
pendent Georgia, in a country that was
looking toward a better, more demo-
cratic future.

In an attempt to control those peace-
ful protesters, the government has re-
sponded with brutal force. And over the
last 2 weeks, we have seen Georgian
Dream target opposition politicians,
media and protest organizers, not only
using force in an attempt to disperse
crowds, but rounding up individuals at
their homes, beating them, and detain-
ing them.

That is not what a democracy does.

The President of Georgia President
Zourabichvili has stood in solidarity
with the protesters. She urged the gov-
ernment to stop its campaign of vio-
lence against its own people. But now
in a very concerning turn, Georgian
Dream intends to appoint a new Presi-
dent this weekend by holding a vote in
Parliament where only its members are
participating.

A new President and Commander in
Chief—one who stands with Georgian
Dream and supports the Kremlin—
could dramatically escalate an already
volatile situation. As we think about
why this is important to the United
States, since 1992, the U.S.-Georgia
partnership has been based on shared
democratic values. We partnered with
the Georgian people, successive Geor-
gian Governments to build democratic
institutions, a professional -civilian-
controlled military, and a vibrant civil
society capable of cementing the coun-
try’s trans-Atlantic future.

Georgia is an EU candidate country.
It has been, until recently, a close, reli-
able partner for NATO and the United
States. Georgia joined the United
States-led coalition in the Iraq war in
2003 and Georgian soldiers deployed to
Afghanistan in 2004.

This is a country and a people who
have stood by the United States, and it
is time now for us to stand by them.

That is why it is so distressing to see
what is happening in the country and
why we need to see action from our
government to condemn what is going
on there. The leadership of Georgian
Dream is a political party that was
founded in 2012 by a billionaire who
made his money in Russia and who has
drawn increasingly from the Kremlin’s
playbook in the recent months. They
have adopted laws and policies aimed
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at constraining civil society’s ability
to operate, including a foreign agents
law that is meant to vilify civic activ-
ists as dangerous outside agents.

So what are we doing as the United
States? How are we supporting the
Georgian people? Well, I am very frus-
trated because, in my view, we are not
doing enough. We are failing to meet
this moment and answer this call. We
have failed to respond in a meaningful
way that would help change the cal-
culus of Georgian Dream’s leadership.
They are paying no price for their ac-
tions, as they defy the will of the peo-
ple and take pages from Putin’s au-
thoritarian playbook.

There are well-documented human
rights violations, but the Treasury De-
partment has failed to sanction a sin-
gle official for their actions. It is per-
plexing. I don’t understand it, and I
urge the administration to act imme-
diately. Georgia’s future is in jeopardy,
and the Georgian people, who have re-
peatedly supported us, deserve our sup-
port. Treasury has all the authorities
it needs under the Global Magnitsky
Act and other sanction legislations to
hold officials to account for the brutal
human rights violations they are cur-
rently committing against Georgian
citizens.

This is not a hard call. The next 2
weeks are critical for Georgia. The ad-
ministration has bipartisan, bicameral
support to act. I urge the U.S. adminis-
tration to stand with the Georgian peo-
ple and their fight for a democratic fu-
ture.

I yield to my colleague from Idaho.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Idaho.

Mr. RISCH. First of all, let me say, I
want to fully associate myself with the
remarks of my colleague from New
Hampshire. She said it about as well as
it can be said, but I am going to under-
score it and go back.

As she said, in 2012, she and I were
the appointed representatives of the
United States to look at and monitor
the elections in Georgia, and, I have to
tell you, it was an interesting process
to do that. We looked and watched the
election. From our point of view, it was
a straight-up election. It was well
done, well executed. And, at the end of
the day, the incumbent, President
Saakashvili lost; Mr. Ivanishvili’s
Dream party won.

We had the interesting experience,
the next morning, going to see both
camps, and one of the things that gave
me great hope is it was very much like
an American election. Both camps were
still in campaign mode when we talked
to them, but, as Senator SHAHEEN indi-
cated, we had very candid discussions
with both sides. Frankly, before we left
the region—I think we went to Turkey
after that. But before we left the re-
gion, they had made agreements that
they were going to talk about a peace-
ful transition. That was a really, really
good sign.

I have to tell you, we left there really
quite optimistic that things were head-
ed in the right direction—that here
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they had an election that was a spir-
ited election, but it came out the way
the people of Georgia wanted it to
come out and that things would go for-
ward.

It wasn’t too long after that that we
started to have suspicions that it
wasn’t going as well as it should. And,
indeed, that was the case, and it con-
tinued to deteriorate and continues to
deteriorate today to where it is of an
urgent nature.

Look, this country is a country that,
after Ronald Reagan brought down the
Soviet Union and all these countries
got their freedom—most of them took
it—this is one of those countries that
has not been able to get complete foot-
ing and get the complete shake-off of
Russia that it wants.

The ghosts of the Russian Empire
still are there in that country, and
they are showing up in what is hap-
pening today. The tactics that are
being used by the government that is
in place today are the tactics that they
use in Russia. It is brutal. It involves
tortures. It involves arrests. It involves
all of the things that we see from the
old Soviet Union.

This is not what the Georgian people
want. You say: Well, how can you say
that? The Georgian Constitution actu-
ally has enshrined in it that they will
pursue—and they have been pursuing—
membership in the European Union.
When that happens, of course, things
change dramatically in the country.
They go much more to Western values
than what they inherited from the old
Soviet Union, and that is the direction
that Georgia’s people want to go.

And, again, not only is it in the Con-
stitution, the polling there says that 80
percent of people want to continue to
pursue both European Union member-
ship and NATO membership.

So what has the current government
done about the Georgian Dream? Well,
they have done the things that the
Senator from New Hampshire has laid
out. They have done awful things that
resulted in arrests and torture and the
kinds of things that autocratic govern-
ments do in order to get their way.

The Georgian people have not stood
by passively and let this happen. There
have been lots of protests in the coun-
try over recent weeks. Indeed, some of
them are quite violent because the
Georgian Dream party is cracking
down on these people who are just sim-
ply trying to pursue their dreams for
Georgia, both as expressed in the Con-
stitution and expressed by the will of
the people. We had an opportunity to
talk to the President of Georgia just
recently and came away again dis-
appointed with the way things are hap-
pening.

But, look, there is hope here. We
passed a bill that gives the Biden ad-
ministration the ability to go in and
levy sanctions on the people that
should be sanctioned.

And it is not a secret. We know who
they are. They know who they are. The
State Department knows who they are.
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The Biden administration knows who
they are. So let’s get at it.

And just as my colleague from New
Hampshire, I am deeply, deeply dis-
appointed that we haven’t done that.
Look, putting sanctions on is not a
strain on this country. It is easy to do.
But it can be and will be a real strain
on the people who were sanctioned.

We really need to do that, and like
my friend from New Hampshire, I don’t
understand why it is not being done. Is
it incompetence? Is it laziness? Is it
that they don’t know better? We have
all talked to them, but it just doesn’t
get done.

So, again, I want to join in with my
friend from New Hampshire and urge
the administration to step in and do
what should be done, follow the law
that we have put in place, and take the
opportunities for sanctions that we
have put in place.

I want to continue to be hopeful for
the Georgian people. They don’t want
what is going on there. They don’t
want to drift back to the Soviet Union
or to Russia. They want to look west-
ward, by their Constitution, by their
own will. They want to be part of the
European Union and part of NATO.

Let’s give them every help that we
can possibly do, and it won’t cost us
anything.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUESTS—H.R. 8413 AND
H.R. 8219

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I rise
again today to request passage of the
Swanson and Hugh Butler Reservoirs
Land Conveyances Act.

Over the past 50 years, the residents
of the Swanson and Red Willow Res-
ervoirs communities have built friend-
ships, started supportive businesses,
and enjoyed the recreation that South-
west Nebraska has to offer.

Now, starting on February 1, in less
than 2 months, these people will be
forcibly removed from the reservoirs
unless this bill passes. This is per a
contract signed between local parties
and the Bureau of Reclamation.

I worked with the Nebraska delega-
tion, the residents, the small busi-
nesses, the Bureau, as well as both
Democrats and Republicans on the
ENR Committee to draft a bill that
would solve this issue.

Senator HIRONO and I are following
regular order, but we have to use unan-
imous consent. Our bills passed the
House. Our bills have passed out of the
Senate ENR Committee.

This is what we all say in here, what
we all tell our constituents, that this
has to happen: We need to follow reg-
ular order. We travel our States talk-
ing about regular order all the time.
We say one side or the other is not fol-
lowing it. This is the way to do bills.

This needs to happen. We need one
subject bills, another demand of our
constituents, instead of piling 150 bills
that aren’t in a package yet, trying to
get them into a package.
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But I understand we will have an ob-
jection. Senator HIRONO and I paired a
Democrat bill with a Republican bill so
that we can move forward and other
Members can then move forward on
noncontroversial bills for our people at
home and for our people who support
this.

So as if in legislative session and not-
withstanding rule XXII, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate en bloc consideration
of H.R. 8413 and 8219, which were re-
ceived from the House. I further ask
that the bills be considered read a third
time and passed and that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. PADILLA. Reserving the right to
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California.

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
to object to H.R. 8413, the Swanson and
Hugh Butler Reservoirs Land Convey-
ances Act. I want to be clear. I want to
assure my colleague from Nebraska
that I don’t object on the substance of
the bill itself.

As she alluded to just a moment ago,
there is a larger effort underway to
pull together a package of public lands
and water bills like this one. We have
over a hundred pending land and water
bills, in fact, that are awaiting final
consideration. And, yes, there is only
about a week or so left before the holi-
day recess. But there are a lot of bills
awaiting final consideration, and so we
need to make sure that they can pass
altogether as a final package, both out
of fairness and out of efficiency—the
way the process works here.

I understand that this particular bill
is a priority for Senator FISCHER and
the Nebraska delegation and their con-
stituents. I respect that. I appreciate
that. I, too, have land and water bills
before the Senate that are universally
supported by constituents and con-
stituencies in my State that I am
working hard to get enacted before the
end of the Congress.

And, in fact, as a member of the En-
ergy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, I can report to all of you that,
just last month, we held one final busi-
ness meeting in committee, and we re-
ported out nearly 80 bills, most of them
with unanimous, bipartisan support. So
the holdup here, the objections here, et
cetera, continue to not so much be on
substance but the process being what it
is. There is so much good work that we
are trying to finalize for so many
States in the final days of this Con-
gress.

So I think, to help get us there, I
want to continue to urge Chair
MANCHIN, urge Ranking Member BAR-
RASSO and their House counterparts,
Chairman WESTERMAN and Ranking
Member GRIJALVA, to continue work-
ing and negotiating in good faith to as-
semble a public lands and water pack-
age that will be of tremendous service
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to the country. And I urge both the
Senate and House leadership to agree
to move all lands and water packages
that we can send to President Biden as
soon as possible.

So for those reasons, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Nebraska.

Mrs. FISCHER. I am astounded by
this once again. As I have said, the sit-
uation is dire. My constituents will
lose their homes. The communities
they have built for the last 50 years
will be destroyed.

I don’t know of any other bill, in the
100 or 150 bills, that is on this kind of
time crunch. My bill has to pass now.
Yes, it is a priority. As the Senator
from California, his bills are a priority
as well for himself, his constituents. I
respect that. But we are on a time
crunch. This has to pass now or next
week. Maybe we won’t be home for
Christmas because I plan to keep com-
ing back here and get this done.

We did our work; we did it the right
way; and we did it on time. We have
presented a solution that everyone—
and I mean everyone—agrees with. It is
so uncontroversial, it was voice-voted
out of committee. Even the Senator
from West Virginia who objected last
night—he doesn’t have any concerns
with this legislation.

Nebraskans’ very homes and commu-
nities are now on the line in this final
hour. They cannot wait. They should
not have to pay the price for stalled ne-
gotiations. Saying there is going to be
an agreement after working a year on
an agreement, saying there is going to
be an agreement on this 100- to 150-bill
land package—come on. That isn’t even
realistic at this point in time. Going to
work through the weekend. You know,
I hope it comes together, but come on.

These are noncontroversial bills. And
using my constituents as political
pawns instead of moving bills in nor-
mal order, which we all tout, is unac-
ceptable. In fact, it is absurd. We bet-
ter do better.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF PATRICK GOTTSCH

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, as
if in legislation session, notwith-
standing rule XXII, I ask unanimous
consent that the Committee on the Ju-
diciary be discharged from further con-
sideration and the Senate now proceed
to S. Res. 733.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows:

A resolution (S. Res. 733) honoring the life
and legacy of Patrick Gottsch.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, 1
know of no further debate on the reso-
lution.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is on adopting
the resolution.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. I ask unanimous
consent that the motions to reconsider
be considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. I ask unanimous
consent that the preamble be agreed
to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of June 13, 2024,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I
rise today to ask unanimous consent
that the Senate adopt my resolution
honoring the life and legacy of my dear
friend Patrick Gottsch. Patrick was a
strong friend and ally of rural America,
and it is only appropriate that the Sen-
ate commemorate his life.

Along with so many other rural
Americans, I miss Patrick every day. It
is an honor to remember Patrick by ad-
vocating for and promoting the Amer-
ican rural way of life in the Senate.

I yield the floor.

——
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

NOMINATION OF MATTHEW JAMES MARZANO

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, before
we vote this afternoon, I want to rise
to express my strong support for the
nomination of Matthew James
Marzano to serve as a member of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Today there is a critical need for nu-
clear power in our country and in the
world.

This carbon-free energy source is es-
sential to ensuring the reliability of
our electricity grid and to continuing
our work to significantly reduce green-
house gas emissions.

I have said on this Senate floor be-
fore, but it bears repeating: Nuclear en-
ergy has become the largest source of
reliable clean energy in the United
States.

I will say that again.

Nuclear energy has become the larg-
est source of reliable clean energy in
the United States, providing about 20
percent of our Nation’s electricity—but
get this—nearly half of our clean
power. Nearly half. As it turns out, the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission plays
an important role in facilitating the
deployment of safe and clean nuclear
power.

Most American citizens never heard
of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Every one of them have an interest in
making sure that we address this cli-
mate crisis that we face as a nation, as
a planet. Everybody here wants to
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make sure that the electricity, when
we turn on the lights, that it works
and that the prices that we pay for
that are affordable.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
helps on those fronts. But a really big
thing that they do is to make sure that
the energy that is created through nu-
clear sources is safe and something
that we can go to bed at night and not
have to worry about causing calamity
or disaster in this country.

That is a big reason why it is critical
that we, in this body, confirm Matthew
Marzano to be a member of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. They have
five seats. One of those seats is vacant,
and we need to fill that fifth and the
last remaining vacancy on the Com-
mission.

Let me take a moment to discuss
why Matt is uniquely qualified for this
position. To put it simply, no other
Commissioner has the distinct and val-
uable set of credentials that Matt pos-
sesses. He has extensive technical ex-
pertise. He has gained over the course
a series of positions in the nuclear in-
dustry, including as a nuclear engineer.
He has run a nuclear power plant con-
trol room and has overseen safety, op-
erations, and maintenance personnel
onsite. He has trained with sailors—I
say this as a retired Navy captain,
proudly I say this. He has trained sail-
ors for service aboard our Navy’s nu-
clear ships, one of which I was on last
week: the USS Delaware. And he has
actually worked on the safety systems
of a new reactor that is under con-
struction.

Most recently, Matt has applied his
background as a nuclear engineer
through his role as a member of my
staff—our staff—on the Senate Envi-
ronment and Public Works Committee.
Matt worked tirelessly with me, Sen-
ator CAPITO, and her team—our team—
to move the ADVANCE Act—her legis-
lation, she led us on this—but it was
our legislation to accelerate the de-
ployment of nuclear energy safely and
to move that legislation through the
Senate, through the Congress, and to
the President’s desk.

In my view, no one—no one—is in a
better position to help implement the
ADVANCE Act legislation that we
passed here overwhelmingly—no one
better prepared than Matt Marzano.
And no one else on the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission possesses his com-
bination of, on the one hand, a deep ex-
pertise and, on the other hand, rel-
evant experience.

Matt is pragmatic. Matt is hard-
working. He is thoughtful, and he is
kind. He believes, as I do, in working
across the aisle to find common
ground. He is a dedicated public serv-
ant of the American people.

It is no surprise that his nomination
has won the support of a number of key
organizations involved, as we attempt
to bring about a new nuclear era. They
include the Nuclear Innovation Alli-
ance, Third Way, the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers,
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Good Energy Collective, American Nu-
clear Society, Fusion Industry Associa-
tion, and General Atomics.

In conclusion, if Matt Marzano is
confirmed—and I hope he will be—the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission will
be fully empowered to make sure that
we seize the day with respect to this
crucial moment for the future of nu-
clear energy for our country.

I urge our colleagues to join me in
confirming Matthew James Marzano as
a member of the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

With that, I yield the floor.

VOTE ON MARZANO NOMINATION

Mr. President, I know of no further
debate on the nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the question is, Will the Sen-
ate advise and consent to the Marzano
nomination?

Mr. CARPER. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL),
the Senator from Xentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL), the Senator from OKkla-
homa (Mr. MULLIN), and the Senator
from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 45, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 323 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baldwin Hickenlooper Rosen
Bennet Hirono Sanders
Blumenthal Kaine Schatz
Booker Kelly Schiff
Brown Kim Schumer
Cantwell King Shaheen
gardm Elqpuchar Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin '?tabenow

ester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley )
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Durbin Murray Warnock
Fetterman Ossoff Warren
Gillibrand Padilla Welch
Hassan Peters Whitehouse
Heinrich Reed Wyden

NAYS—45
Barrasso Fischer Ricketts
Boozman Graham Risch
Braun Grassley Romney
Britt Hagerty Rounds
Budd Hawley Rubio
Capito Hoeven Schmitt
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Collins Johnson Scott (SC)
Cornyn Kennedy Sinema
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cramer Lee Thune
Crapo Lummis Tillis
Cruz Moran Tuberville
Daines Murkowski Wicker
Ernst Paul Young
NOT VOTING—5

Blackburn McConnell Vance

Marshall Mullin

The nomination was confirmed.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
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and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The Senator from Con-
necticut.

12TH ANNIVERSARY OF SANDY HOOK SHOOTING

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, earlier
today, I got to spend a little time with
a close friend of mine, Sam Saylor. As
I was talking to Sam—resident of Hart-
ford, CT, the city in which I live—I was
thinking about who his son Shane
might be today.

Shane had a tough life. Shane was
born with a birth defect in which one of
his arms was essentially inoperable. He
grew up in really poor circumstances.
He was often bullied. But Shane had a
spirit about him—a fighting spirit
sometimes that got him in trouble but
a spirit to rise above his cir-
cumstances, to do something with his
life.

His mom-—strong mom—Sam’s dad
clearly gave him a vision of what his
life could be, such that when he was 20
years old, he had started a small busi-
ness. He was buying cars that needed to
be rehabbed and fixed up. He would do
that, and he would sell them to make a
little bit of a profit. It was an extraor-
dinary endeavor for a kid who lived
that kind of life, who had those kinds
of obstacles.

I think about 12 years later—Shane
would have been in his early thirties
today. What would Shane be doing?
Would he be running an autobody shop?
Would he be an active member of his
community? Would he be making a dif-
ference in the way that his father and
his mother have? Shane could have
been a life-changer, but he is not be-
cause on October 20, 12 years ago,
Shane died. Shane died when he was
selling one of these cars. He was meet-
ing a prospective buyer. He brought his
girlfriend along, and one of the group
of kids who were with the buyer said
something mean or coarse about
Shane’s girlfriend. Some words were
exchanged. Shane, as he sometimes did,
threw a punch. In the other group’s
car, there happened to be an illegal
gun. They were furious that Shane had
thrown that punch. They went and got
that gun, and they shot Shane dead in
cold blood.

Shane’s mom got there before he
died, at the scene. He died at the hos-
pital. I just think about who Shane
would be today, what great things he
would be doing.

Two months later, the entire world
woke up to the epidemic of gun vio-
lence in this country. Shane’s murder
happened on October 20, 2012. And then
on December 14, 2012, the massacre at
Sandy Hook Elementary School hap-
pened; 20 first graders and 6 educators
lost their lives.

I never really know what to say
every year when I come down here to
give this speech. But because this is
the year that those kids would have
been going to college and voting for the
first time—this year of transition into
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adulthood—it is worth thinking about
who they would be today and what
amazing things they might be getting
ready to do in their adulthood.

Catherine Hubbard, as early as pre-
school, just adored animals. And she
knew, even when she was 6 years old,
that her purpose in life was to protect
animals. She would catch butterflies
and put them in her hand and whisper
to them, ‘“Tell your friends I am kind.”
And then she would let them go. She
made business cards—she is 6. She
made business cards for ‘‘Catherine’s
Animal Shelter,” because she knew
that is what she was going to do. She
was going to save animals as an adult.

Chase Kowalski was a jock. He loved
to run and swim and bike so much that
that year that he died, when he was 6
years old, he asked his parents to find
him a triathlon to compete in. He was
6. You wonder, what triathlon—he
trained for a triathlon. He ran in that
triathlon. He swam in that triathlon.
He biked in that triathlon. And he won
his age group.

That kind of indomitable spirit—the
willingness to tackle challenges, so
big—that is a recipe for success in life.
What would Chase Kowalski be getting
ready to do right now? What big chal-
lenges in the world would he see as an
opportunity to confront? What a dif-
ference might he be making in the
world, having displayed those really
rare characteristics as a 6-year-old?

Emilie Parker was a supertalented
artist who didn’t travel anywhere with-
out her colored pencils and her mark-
ers. She wanted to do art wherever she
was. She was very attuned to Kkids
around her who weren’t feeling well,
who were feeling sad. And her imme-
diate instinct when she would run into
a friend who wasn’t feeling good that
day was to paint them a picture or
draw them a picture to make them feel
better.

This month, the Catherine Violet
Hubbard Animal Sanctuary broke
ground on what will become Cath-
erine’s Learning Barn. And over the
last 10 years, the not-for-profit that
her parents set up in her name has con-
ducted thousands of opportunities and
workshops for kids to commune with
animals.

There is a Race4Chase Kids Triathlon
today. And so there are children all
over Connecticut who are learning how
to overcome obstacles by racing in
their first triathlon, named after
Chase.

And the Emilie Parker Art Connec-
tion has helped support arts programs
that are under siege with local budget
cuts. Not just in Connecticut, but all
over the country kids are getting the
opportunity to experience art because
of the Emilie Parker Art Connection.

That is a lovely story: the triathlon,
the animal sanctuary, the arts pro-
gram.

But what would Catherine and what
would Chase and what would Emilie
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have done with their lives? If they
lived, what would all of these other
beautiful girls and boys, their teachers
have done with their lives had they
been here today?

It is just unthinkable how many lives
are cut off, how much genius is extin-
guished, how much change could have
benefited all of us because we live in a
world in which 100, mainly young men
and women in their teens and 20s, lose
their life every day.

But I am here to tell you that that is
not the extent of the story, because it
is not just those who die who have
their potential extinguished.

I live in the South End of Hartford.
The Presiding Officer lives in a neigh-
borhood with high rates of violence,
and he knows as well as I do the biol-
ogy that impacts kids who wake up
every single day fearing for their lives.

I have a group of middle schoolers
who I sort of call my ‘‘neighborhood
kitchen cabinet,” and I go and meet
with them every month or so to get
their feedback on what needs to be bet-
ter about our neighborhood that we
live in. And they regularly tell me
that, for them, school is the safe place.
It is their walk to and from schools, it
is the weekends where they don’t feel
safe.

And when you have millions of chil-
dren in this country who experience
that exposure to violence on a daily
basis—in Birmingham, AL, 58 percent
of people live within a quarter mile of
a recent fatal shooting. In New
Haven—same number—58 percent of
people live within a quarter mile of a
recent fatal shooting.

When that is your daily reality,
whether you survive the year or not,
your brain is impacted as a child in a
way that robs you of the basic skills
for life’s success: resiliency, grit.

It is not a coincidence that all the
low-performing schools in this country
are in the violent neighborhoods. It is
hard to learn—impossible—for those
kids who see gun violence on a daily
basis.

And so I wish I knew what Shane
would be as an adult. I wish I knew
what all of these kids ended up to be—
where they were going to college, what
their dreams were becoming. But make
no mistake. The potential that we are
losing in this country because of the
choices we make here not to make
combating gun violence a priority, it is
extinguishing the potential not of 100
people a day—those who lose their
lives—but literally tens of thousands.
And it is just a choice we make.

Shane’s first small business was a
water-selling business. He asked his
dad one summer if he could just set up
a little stand and sell bottled water to
people in the neighborhood. And so his
dad fronted him the money and bought
him one of those big Costco packs of
bottled water. And Shane set out his
little stand to sell the water in a neigh-
borhood where, whether he knew it or
not, he was already exposed to levels of
trauma due to the loss of life that was
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happening almost every weekend that
summer in Hartford, CT. And he put a
sign in front of his table. He named his
business Shane Oliver Sells. And he
wrote the acronym: SOS.

When you send out an SOS call,
right, it is your last chance. Right?
You are on that boat. You have tried
everything—everything. You tried bail-
ing it out. You tried restarting the en-
gine. You tried plugging the hole. You
are done. The only thing left is to sig-
nal that SOS call so that somebody in
charge will come and rescue you.

I don’t know if Shane knew or didn’t
know what his acronym meant. But
Shane Oliver sat out there every day in
a neighborhood plagued with gun vio-
lence with a sign that said ‘“S0OS.” And
it is representative of the millions of
kids all across this country who every
single day are sending out an SOS sig-
nal to the adults who are supposed to
protect them. They are supposed to
show up here every day and make it a
priority that something 1like this
never, ever happens again—where the
kids who 1live in my mneighborhood
never, ever fear for their lives walking
from their home to school.

That SOS call is being sent out from
thousands of neighborhoods all across
this country here. That call is being
delivered to us. It has been 12 years
since we lost these beautiful children
and the adults who protected them.
And it is about time that we respond to
that plea for help.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER  (Mr.
FETTERMAN). The senator from Ha-
waii.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
LEGISLATION

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, we are
going to try to make some laws in the
next week in the area of jurisdiction
where I am chair—the Senate Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. We have al-
ready had the most constructive and
productive period for Native people in
congressional history. We have in-
vested more in water, in transpor-
tation, in broadband, in energy, in cul-
ture, and in economic development. We
have passed an extraordinary number
of bipartisan bills. But we are not done.
We have about a week left, and we have
a number of bipartisan bills that have
to get across the finish line.

So I am going to summarize four bills
and try to pass them out of the Senate,
and then we will do more work next
week on a bipartisan basis to finish out
this Congress strong, to make sure we
do everything we can for Native people
from Hawaii, to Florida, and every-
where in between.

S. 2783, the Miccosukee Reserved
Area Amendment Act, will amend ex-
isting law to add culturally important
land to the Miccosukee Tribe’s reserva-
tion, and it would also authorize up to
$14 million to protect the land from
flooding caused by Federal projects to
restore the Everglades National Park
ecosystem. This is a commonsense bill
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that passed the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee unanimously.

S. 2908, the Indian Buffalo Manage-
ment Act, introduced by Senators
HEINRICH and MULLIN, would improve
the capacity of Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations to manage buffalo and buffalo
habitat and clarify the applicability of
State and Federal law. It would estab-
lish a $14 million annual grant program
for 7 years within the Department of
the Interior to help Tribal nations play
a pivotal role in this recovery effort,
especially on their own lands.

S. 4365, Veterinary Services to Im-
prove Public Health in Rural Commu-
nities Act is the Vice Chair LISA MUR-
KOWSKI’s bill, and it would allow public
health officers from the U.S. Public
Health Service to offer some veteri-
nary services at IHS facilities to con-
trol domestic animal populations and
to prevent the spread of rabies and
other diseases to humans.

Finally, the Tribal Forest Protection
Act Amendments Act, also introduced
by Vice Chair MURKOWSKI, and it will
help to mitigate wildfire threats on
Federal lands and Tribal or Alaska Na-
tive or corporation forest lands. It re-
moves an existing requirement for
mitigation work to take place on Fed-
eral lands next to Tribal lands. It also
expands eligibility to include Federal
lands with special geographic, histor-
ical, or cultural significance to a Tribe,
and it authorizes up to $15 million an-
nually through the fiscal year 2030.

We have a couple of other bills that
we are not quite done negotiating
about, in particular, a bill introduced
by Senator-elect GALLEGO—Represent-
ative GALLEGO—and Senator LUJAN to
protect children who are victims of
abuse and to help Tribes, to help fami-
lies to recover. We have to do some
final clarifications with our counter-
parts on the Republican side, and I am
hopeful that we will land that one as
well.

We also have a couple of bills from
Senator CORTEZ MASTO having to do
with law enforcement.

And, finally, a bill that is arguably
the most important out of all of these
in terms of its national impact, and
that is to establish a commission to
reckon with the shameful legacy of
boarding schools, in which children
were basically incarcerated, removed
from their Tribal communities, and
forced to speak a language they didn’t
speak. Sometimes, forcibly, their hair
was cut. Many times they were pun-
ished for speaking in their native lan-
guage or singing their native songs.
This is a legacy of abuse at the hands
of the Federal Government that we
have to reckon with, and this would
simply establish a commission to start
to delve into this history and come
through it to a place of healing, but we
are not there yet on those bills.

So here comes the lawmaking part.
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MICCOSUKEE RESERVED AREA
AMENDMENTS ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of Calendar
No. 560, S. 2783.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2783) to amend the Miccosukee
Reserved Area Act to authorize the expan-
sion of the Miccosukee Reserved Area and to
carry out activities to protect structures
within the Osceola Camp from flooding, and
for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. SCHATZ. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

If not, the bill having been read the
third time, the question is, Shall the
bill pass?

The bill (S. 2783) was passed as fol-
lows:

S. 2783

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Miccosukee
Reserved Area Amendments Act’.

SEC. 2. MICCOSUKEE RESERVED AREA ADDITION.

Section 4(4) of the Miccosukee Reserved
Area Act (16 U.S.C. 410 note; Public Law 105-
313) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘(C) ADDITIONAL AREA.—In addition to the
land described in subparagraph (B), the term
‘Miccosukee Reserved Area’ or ‘MRA’ in-
cludes the portion of the Park that is known
as ‘Osceola Camp’ and is depicted on the map
entitled ‘Everglades National Park, Pro-
posed Expansion-Miccosukee Reserved Area,
Osceola Camp’, numbered 160/188443, and
dated July 2023, copies of which shall—

‘‘(i) be kept available for public inspection
in the offices of the National Park Service;
and

‘“(ii) be filed with appropriate officers of
Miami-Dade County and the Tribe.”’.

SEC. 3. PROTECTION OF THE OSCEOLA CAMP
FROM FLOODING.

Section 8 of the Miccosukee Reserved Area
Act (16 U.S.C. 410 note; Public Law 105-313) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

“(j) PROTECTION OF OSCEOLA CAMP FROM
FLOODING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary, in consultation with
the Tribe, shall take appropriate actions to
protect structures within the area described
in section 4(4)(C) from flooding.

‘(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary such sums as are necessary to
carry out paragraph (1) for fiscal year 2024
and each fiscal year thereafter, but not more
than a total $14,000,000.”.
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Mr. SCHATZ. I ask that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

—————

INDIAN BUFFALO MANAGEMENT
ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of Calendar
No. 561, S. 2908.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2908) to assist Tribal govern-
ments in the management of buffalo and buf-
falo habitat and the reestablishment of buf-
falo on Indian land.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Indian Affairs with amendments as
follows:

(The parts of the bill intended to be
stricken are in boldface brackets, and
the parts of the bill intended to be in-
serted are in italics.)

S. 2908

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Indian Buf-
falo Management Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) buffalo sustained a majority of Indian
Tribes in North America for many centuries
before buffalo were nearly exterminated by
non-Indian hunters in the mid-1800s;

(2) the historical, cultural, and spiritual
connection between buffalo and Indian
Tribes has not diminished over time;

(3) Indian Tribes have long desired the re-
establishment of buffalo throughout Indian
country for cultural, spiritual, and subsist-
ence purposes; and

(4) the successful restoration of buffalo
would allow an Indian Tribe to benefit
from—

(A) the reintroduction of buffalo into the
diets of the members of the Indian Tribe;

(B) the rekindling of the spiritual and cul-
tural relationship between buffalo and the
Indian Tribe; and

(C) the use of buffalo for economic develop-
ment, in the case of an Indian Tribe that
chooses to use buffalo for economic develop-
ment.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to fulfill the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between Tribal govern-
ments and the United States in the manage-
ment of buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) to promote and develop the capacity of
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(3) to protect, conserve, and enhance buf-
falo, which are important to the subsistence,
culture, and economic development of many
Indian Tribes;

(4) to promote the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations, through management of
buffalo and buffalo habitats in accordance
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with integrated resource management plans
developed by Indian Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations;

(5) to develop buffalo herds and increase
production of buffalo in order to meet Tribal
subsistence, health, cultural, and economic
development needs; and

(6) to promote the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment of the Interior, local, regional, na-
tional, or international—

(A) decision-making processes; and

(B) forums.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BUFFALO.—The term ‘‘buffalo’ means
an animal of the subspecies Bison bison
bison.

(2) BUFFALO HABITAT.—The term ‘‘buffalo
habitat” means Indian land that is managed
for buffalo.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’”’
means the Department of the Interior.

(4) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land”
has the meaning given the term in paragraph
(2) of section 2601 of the Energy Policy Act of
1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501), except that, in that
paragraph, the term ‘‘Indian reservation”
shall be considered to have the meaning
given the term ‘‘Indian reservation’ in para-
graph (3) of that section, without regard to
the date specified in paragraph (3) of that
section.

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe’’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

[(7) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
“Tribal organization’ means a legally estab-
lished organization of Indians that is char-
tered under section 17 of the Act of June 18,
1934 (commonly known as the ‘‘Indian Reor-
ganization Act’) (25 U.S.C. 5124) with demon-
strable experience in the restoration of buf-
falo and buffalo habitat on Indian land.]

(7) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘Tribal
organization’ means any legally established or-
ganization of Indians that—

(A)(i) is chartered under section 17 of the Act
of June 18, 1934, (commonly known as the ‘‘In-
dian Reorganization Act’’; 25 U.S.C. 5124) and
recognized by the governing body of one or more
Indian Tribes; or

(i) is a Tribal corporation federally chartered
under section 3 of the Oklahoma Indian Welfare
Act (25 U.S.C. 5203); and

(B) has demonstrable experience in the res-
toration of buffalo and buffalo habitat on In-
dian land.

SEC. 4. BUFFALO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary
shall establish a permanent program within
the Department for the purposes of—

(1) promoting and developing the capacity
of Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) promoting the ability of Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations to protect, con-
serve, and enhance populations of buffalo
that are owned by Indian Tribes or Tribal or-
ganizations;

(3) promoting the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations; and

(4) promoting the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment, international, national, regional, and
local decision making and forums regarding
buffalo and buffalo habitat.

(b) CONTRACTS AND GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter
into contracts and cooperative agreements
with, and award grants to, Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations to enable the Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations—
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(A) to plan, conduct, or implement a buf-
falo restoration or management program;

(B) to plan and execute commercial activi-
ties related to buffalo or buffalo products;
[orl

(C) to support the use and deployment of mo-
bile Tribal or Tribal organization meat proc-
essing facilities; or

[(C))(D) to carry out other activities relat-
ing to buffalo restoration and management.

(2) NO DIMINISHMENT OF LAWS AND REGULA-
TIONS.—Nothing in this subsection dimin-
ishes any Federal or State law (including
regulations) regarding diseased buffalo or
buffalo that escape from Indian land.

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide technical assistance to an In-
dian Tribe or Tribal organization that enters
into a contract or cooperative agreement or
receives a grant under this section to assist
the Indian Tribe or Tribal organization in—

(1) carrying out the activities of a buffalo
or buffalo habitat restoration or manage-
ment program; and

(2) implementing the activities described
in subparagraphs (A) through [(C)] (D) of
subsection (b)(1).

SEC. 5. CONSULTATION; COORDINATION.

(a) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
on an ongoing basis thereafter, the Secretary
shall consult with Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations on initiatives of the Depart-
ment that affect buffalo or buffalo habitat,
including efforts of the Department to con-
tain or eradicate diseased buffalo.

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop a policy relating to buffalo and buffalo
habitat management activities on Indian
land, in accordance with—

(1) the goals and objectives described in
buffalo management programs approved by
Indian Tribes; and

(2) Tribal laws and ordinances.

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall not disclose or cause
to be disclosed any information provided to
the Secretary by an Indian Tribe or Tribal
organization that is identified by the Indian
Tribe or Tribal organization as culturally
sensitive, proprietary, or otherwise confiden-
tial.

SEC. 7. BUFFALO FROM FEDERAL LAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into an agreement with an Indian Tribe or
Tribal organization to dispose of surplus buf-
falo on Federal land administered by the De-
partment, as applicable, by transporting
such buffalo onto Indian land.

(b) APPLICATION.—An Indian Tribe or Trib-
al organization may submit to the Secretary
an application to receive buffalo described in
subsection (a) at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(c) WAIVER OF CHARGES.—The Secretary
may waive any charges for the buffalo de-
scribed in subsection (a), including any de-
posit or payment for services as described in
section 10.2 of title 36, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or any successor regulation).

SEC. 8. TREATY RIGHTS RETAINED.

Nothing in this Act alters, modifies, dimin-
ishes, or extinguishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary to carry out this Act
$14,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 and each fiscal
year thereafter.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments be with-
drawn; that the Heinrich substitute
amendment at the desk be considered
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and agreed to; and that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendments
were withdrawn.

The amendment (No. 3324), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indian Buf-
falo Management Act”.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) buffalo sustained a majority of Indian
Tribes in North America for many centuries
before buffalo were nearly exterminated by
non-Indian hunters in the mid-1800s;

(2) the historical, cultural, and spiritual
connection between buffalo and Indian
Tribes has not diminished over time;

(3) Indian Tribes have long desired the re-
establishment of buffalo throughout Indian
country for cultural, spiritual, and subsist-
ence purposes; and

(4) the successful restoration of buffalo
would allow an Indian Tribe to benefit
from—

(A) the reintroduction of buffalo into the
diets of the members of the Indian Tribe;

(B) the rekindling of the spiritual and cul-
tural relationship between buffalo and the
Indian Tribe; and

(C) the use of buffalo for economic develop-
ment, in the case of an Indian Tribe that
chooses to use buffalo for economic develop-
ment.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to fulfill the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between Tribal govern-
ments and the United States in the manage-
ment of buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) to promote and develop the capacity of
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(3) to protect, conserve, and enhance buf-
falo, which are important to the subsistence,
culture, and economic development of many
Indian Tribes;

(4) to promote the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations, through management of
buffalo and buffalo habitats in accordance
with integrated resource management plans
developed by Indian Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations;

(5) to develop buffalo herds and increase
production of buffalo in order to meet Tribal
subsistence, health, cultural, and economic
development needs; and

(6) to promote the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment of the Interior, local, regional, na-
tional, or international—

(A) decision-making processes; and

(B) forums.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BUFFALO.—The term ‘‘buffalo’” means
an animal of the subspecies Bison bison
bison.

(2) BUFFALO HABITAT.—The term ‘‘buffalo
habitat’” means Indian land that is managed
for buffalo.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of the Interior.

(4) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land”’
has the meaning given the term in paragraph
(2) of section 2601 of the Energy Policy Act of
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1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501), except that, in that
paragraph, the term ‘‘Indian reservation’”
shall be considered to have the meaning
given the term ‘‘Indian reservation’ in para-
graph (3) of that section, without regard to
the date specified in paragraph (3) of that
section.

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5304).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(7) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘Trib-
al organization” means any legally estab-
lished organization of Indians that—

(A)({) is chartered under section 17 of the
Act of June 18, 1934, (commonly known as
the ‘‘Indian Reorganization Act’; 25 U.S.C.
5124) and recognized by the governing body of
one or more Indian Tribes; or

(ii) is a Tribal corporation federally char-
tered under section 3 of the Oklahoma Indian
Welfare Act (256 U.S.C. 5203); and

(B) has demonstrable experience in the res-
toration of buffalo and buffalo habitat on In-
dian land.

SEC. 4. BUFFALO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary
shall establish a permanent program within
the Department for the purposes of—

(1) promoting and developing the capacity
of Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) promoting the ability of Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations to protect, con-
serve, and enhance populations of buffalo
that are owned by Indian Tribes or Tribal or-
ganizations;

(3) promoting the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations; and

(4) promoting the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment, international, national, regional, and
local decision making and forums regarding
buffalo and buffalo habitat.

(b) CONTRACTS AND GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter
into contracts and cooperative agreements
with, and award grants to, Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations to enable the Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations—

(A) to plan, conduct, or implement a buf-
falo restoration or management program;

(B) to plan and execute commercial activi-
ties related to buffalo or buffalo products;

(C) to support the use and deployment of
mobile Tribal or Tribal organization meat
processing facilities; or

(D) to carry out other activities relating to
buffalo restoration and management.

(2) NO DIMINISHMENT OF LAWS AND REGULA-
TIONS.—Nothing in this subsection dimin-
ishes any Federal or State law (including
regulations) regarding diseased buffalo or
buffalo that escape from Indian land.

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide technical assistance to an In-
dian Tribe or Tribal organization that enters
into a contract or cooperative agreement or
receives a grant under this section to assist
the Indian Tribe or Tribal organization in—

(1) carrying out the activities of a buffalo
or buffalo habitat restoration or manage-
ment program; and

(2) implementing the activities described
in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of sub-
section (b)(1).

SEC. 5. CONSULTATION; COORDINATION.

(a) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
on an ongoing basis thereafter, the Secretary
shall consult with Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations on initiatives of the Depart-
ment that affect buffalo or buffalo habitat,
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including efforts of the Department to con-
tain or eradicate diseased buffalo.

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop a policy relating to buffalo and buffalo
habitat management activities on Indian
land, in accordance with—

(1) the goals and objectives described in
buffalo management programs approved by
Indian Tribes; and

(2) Tribal laws and ordinances.

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall not disclose or cause
to be disclosed any information provided to
the Secretary by an Indian Tribe or Tribal
organization that is identified by the Indian
Tribe or Tribal organization as culturally
sensitive, proprietary, or otherwise confiden-
tial.

SEC. 7. BUFFALO FROM FEDERAL LAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into an agreement with an Indian Tribe or
Tribal organization to dispose of surplus buf-
falo on Federal land administered by the De-
partment, as applicable, by transporting
such buffalo onto Indian land.

(b) APPLICATION.—An Indian Tribe or Trib-
al organization may submit to the Secretary
an application to receive buffalo described in
subsection (a) at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(c) WAIVER OF CHARGES.—The Secretary
may waive any charges for the buffalo de-
scribed in subsection (a), including any de-
posit or payment for services as described in
section 10.2 of title 36, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or any successor regulation).

SEC. 8. TREATY RIGHTS RETAINED.

Nothing in this Act alters, modifies, dimin-
ishes, or extinguishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary to carry out this Act
$14,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 and each fiscal
year thereafter.

SEC. 10. SUNSET.

The authority provided by this Act ceases
to be effective on December 31, 2031.

The bill, as amended, was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

Mr. SCHATZ. I know of no further
debate on the bill, as amended.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall the bill pass?

The bill (S. 2908), as amended, was
passed.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

————

TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2024

VETERINARY SERVICES TO
PROVE PUBLIC HEALTH
RURAL COMMUNITIES ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, as if in
legislative session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Senate proceed to the
immediate consideration of the fol-
lowing bills en bloc, Calendar No. 574,
S. 4370; and Calendar No. 563, S. 4365.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills en bloc,
which were reported from the Com-

IM-
IN
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mittee on Indian Affairs with amend-
ments as follows:

(The part of the bill (S. 4370) intended
to be stricken is in boldfaced brackets
and the part of the bill intended to be
inserted is in italics.)

(The parts of the bill (S. 4365) in-
tended to be stricken are in boldfaced
brackets and the parts of the bill in-
tended to be inserted are in italics.)

S. 4370

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tribal For-
est Protection Act Amendments Act of 2024,
SEC. 2. TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT OF 2004

AMENDMENTS.

Section 2 of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act of 2004 (25 U.S.C. 3115a) is amended—

[(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and” at the end and in-
serting ‘‘or’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘(A) is held” and inserting
“(A) (1) is held”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(ii) is in the State of Alaska and held by
an Alaska Native Corporation pursuant to
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.); and’’;1

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph (2)
and inserting the following:

““(2) INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND.—
The term ‘Indian forest land or rangeland’
means—

“(A) land that is held in trust by, or with a
restriction against alienation by, the United
States for an Indian tribe or a member of an In-
dian tribe, and—

“(i) is Indian forest land (as defined in sec-
tion 304 of the National Indian Forest Resources

Management Act (25 U.S.C. 3103));
“(ii) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any

similar vegetation; or )
““(iii) formerly had a forest cover or vegetative

cover that is capable of restoration; and
‘“(B) land that is in the State of Alaska and

held by an Alaska Native Corporation pursuant
to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
‘“‘OR RESTORE” after ‘‘PROTECT’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘to pro-
tect Indian forest land or rangeland’ and all
that follows through ‘‘Indian forest land or
rangeland)”’ and inserting ‘‘to protect or re-
store Indian forest land or rangeland, or to
carry out a project to protect or restore Fed-
eral land’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘that is—
> and all that follows through the period at
the end of subparagraph (B) and inserting
‘‘or Indian forest land or rangeland.’’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“FOR FEDERAL LAND” after ‘‘CRITERIA’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘an Indian tribe,” in the
matter preceding paragraph (1) and all that
follows through ‘‘Indian tribe—’’ in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(2) and inserting the following: ‘‘Federal
land, are whether—

‘(1) the Federal land has a special geo-
graphic, historical, or cultural significance
to the Indian tribe and—"’;

(C) in paragraph (1) (as so designated)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking clause
(i) and inserting the following:

‘(i) Indian forest land or rangeland; or’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting
watershed’ after ‘‘land’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively;

(E) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘subject’” and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;
and

“

or
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(F) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘Forest Service or Bureau of Land
Management’’ and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;

(4) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘date of
enactment of this Act” and inserting ‘‘date
of enactment of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act Amendments Act of 2024°’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $15,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2030.”".

S. 4365

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterinary
Services to Improve Public Health in Rural
Communities Act”.

[SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS.

[(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

[(1) human, animal, and environmental
health are interdependent in Native commu-
nities, Alaska Native villages, and on Indian
reservations, and holistic approaches to the
well-being of all individuals will lead to im-
proved health outcomes and enhanced resil-
ience;

[(2) uncontrolled animal populations and a
lack of veterinary care in Native commu-
nities, Alaska Native villages, and on Indian
reservations increase the risk of parasites
and zoonotic diseases, dog bites, food insecu-
rity, and mental health issues among Alaska
Natives and American Indians;

[(3) dog bites and other injuries are com-
mon in rural areas in the State of Alaska,
with the Norton Sound Health Corporation
reporting an average of 87 bites per year in
the Bering Strait region between 2016 and
2023, and the Yukon-Kuskokwim Health Cor-
poration reporting an average of 98 bites per
year in the Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta region
between 2008 and 2017;

[(4) Alaska Native children have the high-
est incidence of hospitalization for dog bites
in the Indian Health Service system;

[(5) in 2021, St. Lawrence Island, Alaska,
experienced co-occurring outbreaks of rabies
and canine distemper;

[(6) canine distemper is almost 100 percent
fatal in marine mammals, which the people
of the Native Villages of Savoonga and
Gambell rely on heavily as a food source;

[(7) rabies is enzootic in arctic and red fox
populations in the northern and western
coastal regions of the State of Alaska;

[(8) wildlife outbreaks occur cyclically,
and there have been increased human expo-
sures to rabid animals between 2020 and 2023;

[(9) rabies transmission is a significant
threat in Alaska Native communities and
villages; and

[(10) as of 2024, the Indian Health Service
does not employ or use public health veteri-
narians to combat zoonotic disease out-
breaks or to generally advance public health
preparedness for Native communities, Alas-
ka Native villages, or Indian reservations,
including by providing spay and neuter serv-
ices and vaccinations for animals.

[(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the Indian Health Service of
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices is uniquely suited to empower Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations to address
zoonotic disease threats in the communities
they serve by providing public health veteri-
nary services through a One Health approach
that recognizes the interconnection between
people, animals, plants, and their shared en-
vironment.]
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SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Indian
Health Service of the Department of Health and
Human Services is uniquely suited to empower
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to ad-
dress zoonotic disease threats in the commu-
nities they serve by providing public health vet-
erinary services through a One Health approach
that recognizes the interconnection between
people, animals, plants, and their shared envi-
ronment.

SEC. 3. PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERVICES.

Title II of the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 223 (256 U.S.C. 1621v) the following:

“SEC. 224. PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.—The term ‘public health veterinary
services’ includes any of the following:

“‘(A) spaying and neutering services for do-
mestic animals;

‘(B) diagnoses;

“(C) surveillance;

‘(D) epidemiology;

‘“(E) control;

“(F') prevention;

‘(G) elimination;

‘‘(H) vaccination; and

“(I) any other related service or activity
that reduces the risk of zoonotic disease
transmission or antimicrobial resistance in
humans, food, or animals.

‘“(2) ZOONOTIC DISEASE.—The term ‘zoonotic
disease’ means a disease or infection that
may be transmitted naturally from
vertebrate animals to humans, or from hu-
mans to vertebrate animals.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary, acting through the
Service, may expend funds, directly or pursu-
ant to the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5301 et
seq.), for public health veterinary services to
prevent and control of zoonotic disease infec-
tion and transmission in Service areas where
the risk for disease occurrence in humans
and wildlife is endemic.

[‘“(c) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS.—In pro-
viding public health veterinary services
under subsection (b), the Secretary shall de-
ploy veterinary public health officers from
the Commissioned Corps of the Public Health
Service to Service areas.

[‘‘(d) COORDINATION.—The Secretary, act-
ing through the Service, shall carry out this
section in coordination with—

[“(1) the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention; and

[‘(2) the Secretary of Agriculture.]

‘““(c) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS; COORDINA-
TION.—In providing public health veterinary
services under subsection (b), the Secretary
may—

‘(1) assign or deploy veterinary public health
officers from the Commissioned Corps of the
Public Health Service to Service areas; and

‘““(2) coordinate and implement activities
with—

‘““(A) the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention; and

“(B) the Secretary of Agriculture.

“[(e))l(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Indian Affairs
of the Senate, the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives a biennial report
on the use of funds, the assignment and de-
ployment of veterinary public health officers
from the Commissioned Corps of the Public
Health Service, data related to the moni-
toring and disease surveillance of zoonotic
diseases, and related services provided under
this section.”.
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SEC. 4. APHIS WILDLIFE SERVICES STUDY ON
ORAL RABIES VACCINES IN ARCTIC
REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall conduct a feasibility study—

(1) on the delivery of oral rabies vaccines
to wildlife reservoir species that are directly
or indirectly connected to the transmission
of rabies to Tribal members living in Arctic
regions of the United States; and

(2) that—

(A) evaluates the efficacy of the vaccines
described in paragraph (1); and

(B) makes recommendations to improve
the delivery of those vaccines.

SEC. 5. ONE HEALTH FRAMEWORK.

Section 2235(b) of the Prepare for and Re-
spond to Existing Viruses, Emerging New
Threats, and Pandemics Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh—
37(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘and the Sec-
retary of the Interior’” and inserting ¢, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of
the Indian Health Service’ .

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendments, where
applicable, be agreed to; that the bills,
as amended, be considered read a third
time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendments
were agreed to en bloc.

The bills were ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading and were
read a third time en bloc.

Mr. SCHATZ. I know of no further
debate on the bills, as amended, en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate?

The bills having been read a third
time, the question is, Shall the bills
pass, en bloc?

The bills (S. 4370 and S. 4365), as
amended, were passed en bloc, as fol-
lows:

S. 4370

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tribal For-
est Protection Act Amendments Act of 2024”".
SEC. 2. TRIBAL FOREST PROTECTION ACT OF 2004

AMENDMENTS.

Section 2 of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act of 2004 (25 U.S.C. 3116a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(2) and inserting the following:

¢“(2) INDIAN FOREST LAND OR RANGELAND.—
The term ‘Indian forest land or rangeland’
means—

‘“(A) land that is held in trust by, or with
a restriction against alienation by, the
United States for an Indian tribe or a mem-
ber of an Indian tribe, and—

‘(i) is Indian forest land (as defined in sec-
tion 304 of the National Indian Forest Re-
sources Management Act (25 U.S.C. 3103));

‘“(ii) has a cover of grasses, brush, or any
similar vegetation; or

‘“(iii) formerly had a forest cover or vege-
tative cover that is capable of restoration;
and

‘“(B) land that is in the State of Alaska and
held by an Alaska Native Corporation pursu-
ant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement
Act (43 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.).”’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
‘“OR RESTORE” after ‘‘PROTECT’’;

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘to pro-
tect Indian forest land or rangeland’ and all
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that follows through ‘‘Indian forest land or
rangeland)’”’ and inserting ‘‘to protect or re-
store Indian forest land or rangeland, or to
carry out a project to protect or restore Fed-
eral land’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘that
is—"’ and all that follows through the period
at the end of subparagraph (B) and inserting
“or Indian forest land or rangeland.’’;

(3) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“FOR FEDERAL LAND” after ‘‘CRITERIA’;

(B) by striking ‘“‘an Indian tribe,” in the
matter preceding paragraph (1) and all that
follows through ‘‘Indian tribe—"" in the mat-
ter preceding subparagraph (A) of paragraph
(2) and inserting the following: ‘‘Federal
land, are whether—

‘(1) the Federal land has a special geo-
graphic, historical, or cultural significance
to the Indian tribe and—"’;

(C) in paragraph (1) (as so designated)—

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking clause
(i) and inserting the following:

‘(i) Indian forest land or rangeland; or’’;
and

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or
watershed’ after “‘land’’;

(D) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively;

(E) in paragraph (2) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘subject’” and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;
and

(F) in paragraph (3) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘Forest Service or Bureau of Land
Management’’ and inserting ‘‘Federal’’;

(4) in subsection (g), by striking ‘‘date of
enactment of this Act” and inserting ‘‘date
of enactment of the Tribal Forest Protection
Act Amendments Act of 2024”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this Act $15,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2025 through 2030.”".

S. 4365

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterinary
Services to Improve Public Health in Rural
Communities Act”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Indian
Health Service of the Department of Health
and Human Services is uniquely suited to
empower Indian Tribes and Tribal organiza-
tions to address zoonotic disease threats in
the communities they serve by providing
public health veterinary services through a
One Health approach that recognizes the
interconnection between people, animals,
plants, and their shared environment.

SEC. 3. PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERVICES.

Title II of the Indian Health Care Improve-
ment Act is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 223 (256 U.S.C. 1621v) the following:

“SEC. 224. PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) PUBLIC HEALTH VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.—The term ‘public health veterinary
services’ includes any of the following:

“‘(A) spaying and neutering services for do-
mestic animals;

‘(B) diagnoses;

‘(C) surveillance;

‘(D) epidemiology;

‘(E) control;

“(F') prevention;

‘(G) elimination;

‘‘(H) vaccination; and

“(I) any other related service or activity
that reduces the risk of zoonotic disease
transmission or antimicrobial resistance in
humans, food, or animals.
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‘(2) ZOONOTIC DISEASE.—The term ‘zoonotic
disease’ means a disease or infection that
may be transmitted naturally from
vertebrate animals to humans, or from hu-
mans to vertebrate animals.

““(b) AUTHORIZATION FOR VETERINARY SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary, acting through the
Service, may expend funds, directly or pursu-
ant to the Indian Self-Determination and
Education Assistance Act (256 U.S.C. 5301 et
seq.), for public health veterinary services to
prevent and control of zoonotic disease infec-
tion and transmission in Service areas where
the risk for disease occurrence in humans
and wildlife is endemic.

‘(c) PUBLIC HEALTH OFFICERS; COORDINA-
TION.—In providing public health veterinary
services under subsection (b), the Secretary
may—

‘(1) assign or deploy veterinary public
health officers from the Commissioned Corps
of the Public Health Service to Service
areas; and

‘“(2) coordinate and implement activities
with—

‘“(A) the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention; and

‘(B) the Secretary of Agriculture.

‘(d) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate, the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate,
the Committee on Natural Resources of the
House of Representatives, and the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the
House of Representatives a biennial report
on the use of funds, the assignment and de-
ployment of veterinary public health officers
from the Commissioned Corps of the Public
Health Service, data related to the moni-
toring and disease surveillance of zoonotic
diseases, and related services provided under
this section.”.

SEC. 4. APHIS WILDLIFE SERVICES STUDY ON
ORAL RABIES VACCINES IN ARCTIC
REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture shall conduct a feasibility study—

(1) on the delivery of oral rabies vaccines
to wildlife reservoir species that are directly
or indirectly connected to the transmission
of rabies to Tribal members living in Arctic
regions of the United States; and

(2) that—

(A) evaluates the efficacy of the vaccines
described in paragraph (1); and

(B) makes recommendations to improve
the delivery of those vaccines.

SEC. 5. ONE HEALTH FRAMEWORK.

Section 2235(b) of the Prepare for and Re-
spond to Existing Viruses, Emerging New
Threats, and Pandemics Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh—
37(b)) is amended by striking ‘‘and the Sec-
retary of the Interior’” and inserting ‘¢, the
Secretary of the Interior, and the Director of
the Indian Health Service”.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask that the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHATZ. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is still available to the full Sen-
ate, I ask unanimous consent to have
printed in the RECORD the notifications
that have been received. If the cover
letter references a classified annex,
then such an annex is available to all
Senators in the office of the Foreign
Relations Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
24-126, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of the Netherlands for defense arti-
cles and services estimated to cost $807 mil-
lion. We will issue a news release to notify
the public of this proposed sale upon delivery
of this letter to your office.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL F. MILLER,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-126

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
the Netherlands.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment* $765 million.

Other $42 million.

Total $807 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to two hundred twenty-six (226) AIM-
120D3 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM).

Up to five (5) AIM-120D3 AMRAAM guid-
ance sections, to include precise position
provided by either Selective Availability
Anti-Spoofing Module or M-Code.
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One (1) AIM-120 AMRAAM Integrated Test
Vehicle (ITV).

Non-Major Defense Equipment: The fol-
lowing non-MDE items will also be included:
AMRAAM control sections, missile con-
tainers and support equipment; KGV-135A
encryption devices; spare parts, consumables
and accessories, and repair and return sup-
port; weapons system support and software;
classified software delivery and support;
classified publications and technical docu-
mentation; transportation support; studies
and surveys; U.S. Government and con-
tractor engineering, technical, and logistics
support services; and other related elements
of logistics and program support.

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (NE-
D-YAK)

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
December 6, 2024.

* As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

The Netherlands—AIM-120D3 Advanced
Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles

The Government of the Netherlands has re-
quested to buy up to two hundred twenty-six
(226) AIM-120D3 Advanced Medium Range
Air-to-Air Missiles (AMRAAM); up to five (b)
AIM-120D3 AMRAAM guidance sections, to
include precise position provided by either
Selective Availability Anti-Spoofing Module
or M-Code; and one (1) AIM-120 AMRAAM In-
tegrated Test Vehicle (ITV). The following
non-MDE items will also be included:
AMRAAM control sections, missile con-
tainers and support equipment; KGV-135A
encryption devices; spare parts, consumables
and accessories, and repair and return sup-
port; weapons system support and software;
classified software delivery and support;
classified publications and technical docu-
mentation; transportation support; studies
and surveys; U.S. Government and con-
tractor engineering, technical, and logistics
support services; and other related elements
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is up to $807 million.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy goals and national security objectives
of the United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is a force for polit-
ical stability and economic progress in Eu-
rope.

The proposed sale will improve the Nether-
land’s capability to meet current and future
threats by providing advanced all-weather,
beyond-visual-range, air-to-air defense to
protect Dutch and Allied forces in transition
or combat and significantly improve the
Dutch contribution to NATO requirements.
The Netherlands already has AMRAAM in its
inventory and will have no difficulty absorb-
ing these articles into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be RTX Cor-
poration, located in Tucson, AZ. The pur-
chaser typically requests offsets. Any offset
agreement will be defined in negotiations be-
tween the purchaser and the contractor.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the Netherlands.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.
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TRANSMITTAL NO. 24-126
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act
Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120D3-series Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air-launched, aerial intercept,
guided missile featuring digital technology
and microminiature, solid-state electronics.
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic coun-
termeasures, and interception of high and
low-flying and maneuvering targets. The
AIM-120D3 features a quadrangle target de-
tection device and an electronics unit within
the guidance section that performs all radar
signal processing, mid-course and terminal
guidance, flight control, target detection,
and warhead detonation.

2. The KGV-135A is a high-speed, general
purpose encryptor/decryptor module used for
wideband data encryption.

3. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

4. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

5. A determination has been made that the
Netherlands can provide substantially the
same degree of protection for the sensitive
technology being released as the U.S. Gov-
ernment. This sale is necessary in further-
ance of the U.S. foreign policy and national
security objectives outlined in the Policy
Justification.

6. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Netherlands.

————
RESOLVE ACT

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I come
to the floor today to introduce legisla-
tion that’s essential for securing Amer-
ica’s leadership in the defining geo-
political challenge of our time. Days
from now, I will conclude my service as
chair of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, and my time in public of-
fice will draw to a close. But even as I
prepare to leave this Chamber, the
work of protecting our Nation’s inter-
ests and values must continue with ur-
gency.

Today, I introduce the RESOLVE Act
of 2024, an effort to mobilize America’s
strategic, economic, and diplomatic
tools in response to the profound chal-
lenges posed by the People’s Republic
of China, PRC. This bill represents a
comprehensive approach, a culmina-
tion of lessons learned and priorities
identified over years of bipartisan de-
bate and collaboration. It reflects an
understanding that America’s strength
is not defined by military might alone,
but by the breadth of our alliances, the
resilience of our economy, and the in-
tegrity of our values. The RESOLVE
Act sets the stage for Congress and our
Nation to counter the PRC’s growing
influence, strengthen alliances, and
maintain U.S. leadership in this piv-
otal moment.
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To remain competitive, we must
think beyond sanctions and reactive
policies. Instead, we must adopt a
proactive strategy, one that invests in
our partnerships, defends our prin-
ciples, and sets a positive agenda for
our engagement abroad.

This bill authorizes approximately $6
billion over 5 years, including $2 billion
in mandatory funding infrastructure
that is strategic from the perspective
of U.S. national security and economic
security interests. These are invest-
ments to secure America’s future,
strengthening our allies when they are
targeted by economic coercion, safe-
guarding critical supply chains, and
equipping our diplomatic corps for a
new era of strategic competition.

And it does so with four clear prior-
ities: first, with tools to counter eco-
nomic coercion. When the PRC threat-
ens through tariffs, sanctions, or diplo-
matic pressure to retaliate against our
partners and allies when they make

sovereign decisions that Beijing
doesn’t like, we must stand ready to
help.

This bill establishes a dedicated de-
fense fund to respond to major eco-
nomic threats, creates the Office of the
Chief Economist at the State Depart-
ment, and ensures we have the tools to
support countries that choose to stand
with us and foreign their own sovereign
interests. It addresses supply chain re-
silience and advances efforts to secure
critical minerals that are essential to
the U.S. economy.

Second, it strengthens U.S. economic
engagement and infrastructure devel-
opment.

Through new authorizations for the
Partnership for Global Infrastructure
and Investment and appropriations for
strategic infrastructure, this bill en-
ables us to crowd in with U.S. private
sector and convening power to offer
comprehensive economic development
solutions an alternative to China’s Belt
and Road Initiative and build durable
partnerships based on shared pros-
perity and trust.

Third, it reinforces our commitment
to human rights and public diplomacy.

Whether it is promoting internet
freedom in Hong XKong, defending
Uyghur communities against oppres-
sion, or empowering foreign service of-
ficers to share America’s story more ef-
fectively, this bill ensures our leader-
ship is rooted in the values that define
us.

And finally, it modernizes the State
Department for the challenges ahead.

We can’t meet tomorrow’s challenges
with yesterday’s tools. By establishing
new roles like an Assistant Secretary
for Indo-Pacific Affairs and a Special
Envoy for Critical and Emerging Tech-
nologies, the RESOLVE Act ensures
our diplomatic institutions are
equipped to lead the global community
in this new era of competition.

We cannot address the challenges
posed by the PRC simply with punitive
actions and strongly worded speeches
alone. These tools have their place, but
they are not enough.
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We must offer a compelling vision of
partnership, one that helps nations re-
sist coercion, empowers them to thrive,
and builds a coalition of countries that
are aligned not by fear, but by oppor-
tunity.

While the RESOLVE Act does not
have a Republican cosponsor, it was
crafted with significant input from our
colleagues across the aisle and reflects
a diverse range of perspectives.

Throughout its development, we con-
sulted with Members of both parties,
incorporating ideas that represent a
balanced, programmatic, and sensible
approach to U.S.-China policy.

This legislation reflects priorities
that transcend party lines and speak to
our shared interest in advancing Amer-
ica’s leadership. The bill does not in-
clude everything I would like to have
seen, nor does it include every proposal
from my colleagues. It is the result of
compromise, and that is how strong na-
tional security legislation gets done.

I firmly believe that America’s na-
tional security is strongest when we
work together, when we forge a com-
promise, build coalitions, and deliver
results that endure beyond a brief po-
litical moment.

The RESOLVE Act provides a foun-
dation for such bipartisan collabora-
tion, and I remain hopeful that its
thoughtful framework will inform fu-
ture efforts to ensure that America re-
mains a global leader in this era of
strategic competition.

I have no doubt the text in this bill
will serve as a blueprint for bipartisan
work in the future because America’s
national security is best protected
when we come together to confront the
challenges we face.

When we fail to do so, it is Beijing
that benefits, and it is the American
people that lose.

This is not just another bill, it is a
reflection of what it could mean for
Democrats and Republicans to lead to-
gether with confidence and clarity in
an uncertain world.

I leave this Chamber confident that
the RESOLVE Act provides a roadmap
for the work ahead, and it is now up to
my colleagues and the next Congress to
carry this effort forward.

Let us rise to this moment together,
ensuring that America leads not just
with power, but with unified purpose.

TRIBUTE TO CONGRESSMAN TONY
CARDENAS

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise
today to congratulate Congressman
ToNY CARDENAS as he prepares to retire
after 12 distinguished years of service
in the U.S. House of Representatives
and 28 years in public service. My fel-
low San Fernando High School Tiger,
my first boss in politics, and more re-
cently my roommate in Washington,
ToONY has always been a cherished
friend and brother. A champion for the
San Fernando Valley for nearly three
decades, TONY’s story and legacy de-
serve to be celebrated and remembered.
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Raised just a few blocks from where
I grew up in the proud, working class
community of Pacoima, CA, ANTONIO
“TONY’’ CARDENAS was born on March
31, 1963—the youngest of Andrés and
Maria Cardenas’ 11 children. And while
ToONY was a few years ahead of me, our
stories followed similar paths.

TONY’s parents and my father immi-
grated to the San Fernando Valley
from the Mexican state of Jalisco in
search of a better life. We both at-
tended Telfair Elementary School and,
later, San Fernando High School. And
when it came time for college, we both
earned degrees in engineering.

Yet it is in part because of TONY that
I left a promising career in engineering
behind in order to serve our commu-
nity. When TONY first set out to make
a difference and run for State assembly
in 1996, he took a chance on me as his
campaign manager. I didn’t know the
first thing about managing a cam-
paign. But when TONY reached out, I
knew his values. I knew who he was as
a person. And I knew just how com-
mitted he was to our community and
to making change.

All these years later, that has never
changed. From his first election to the
California State Assembly, to serving
together on the Los Angeles City Coun-
cil, to the halls of Congress, I have had
a front row seat to TONY’s career in
public service. I have seen him fight for
justice for at-risk youth, lead the
charge in our Nation’s clean energy
transition, and advocate for better ac-
cess to mental health care. Through it
all, TONY has never shied away from a
righteous fight.

But most of all, when I reflect on his
public service I think about the path
he has carved out for others to follow.
ToNY stepped up at a time when
Latinos didn’t often see ourselves in
positions of power. And through the
power of his example, he has opened
the door for others, including myself,
to run for office. Entire generations of
young, Latino leaders now see running
for office and having a say in the deci-
sions that affect our communities as
the norm, not the exception. That is
the trailblazing legacy of TONY
CARDENAS.

I thank his wife Norma, his children
Vanessa, Cristian, Andres, and Alina,
and the entire Cardenas family for
sharing him with us for all these years.

And while next month, ToNYy will of-
ficially step away from his work in the
U.S. House of Representatives, I am
confident his service is not coming to
an end. I look forward to continuing to
fight alongside him for years to come.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO JEFF WIDEN

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend Jeff Widen for his
remarkable contributions to the pres-
ervation of public lands across Colo-
rado and the American West. After
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nearly 18 years with the Wilderness So-
ciety (TWS) in Colorado and a distin-
guished history of public lands advo-
cacy throughout the Four Corners and
California desert, I congratulate Jeff
on his well-deserved retirement.

Jeff has been a steadfast friend, dedi-
cated mentor, and trusted colleague to
numerous Members of Congress, their
staff, county commissioners, mayors,
council members, conservation groups,
and community advocates. His extraor-
dinary ability to forge meaningful rela-
tionships with individuals across the
political spectrum has made him an ef-
fective advocate for public lands con-
servation.

Throughout his tenure at TWS, Colo-
rado celebrated numerous protected
areas due in no small part to Jeff’s ef-
forts, including the 20-year Thompson
Divide Administrative Mineral With-
drawal, the designation of the Camp
Hale-Continental Divide National
Monument, the passage of the Hermosa
Creek Watershed Protection Act, the
designation of Browns Canyon National
Monument, the establishment of chim-
ney Rock National Monument, and the
designation of wilderness in Rocky
Mountain National Park.

Jeff’s influence extends far beyond
Colorado. He played a crucial role in
the designation of Bears Ears National
Monument in Utah, the protection of
Chaco Canyon in New Mexico, and con-
servation efforts in the California
desert. His advocacy also included re-
forms to the Federal oil and gas pro-
gram and the permanent reauthoriza-
tion and full funding of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund.

A leader in drafting and introducing
the San Juan Mountains Wilderness
Act—now part of the Colorado Outdoor
Recreation and Economy Act—Jeff also
contributed to the Dolores River Na-
tional Conservation Area and Special
Management Area Act. His work with
the Gunnison Public Lands Initiative
led to the Gunnison Outdoor Resources
Protection Act.

Before joining TWS, Jeff worked with
the Sierra Club, the Colorado Environ-
mental Coalition (now Conservation
Colorado), and the Mineral Policy Cen-
ter across the Four Corners. An avid
climber, he also served on the board of
the Access Fund for several years.

Jeff’s conservation legacy will be
cherished across the American West,
particularly in Colorado, by both locals
and visitors for generations to come.
Few individuals have made such sig-
nificant contributions to conservation
in the Centennial State. We are fortu-
nate to have more wild, protected lands
to pass on to future generations be-
cause of Jeff’s dedication. From tra-
versing the headwaters of Hermosa
Creek to paddling through
Snaggletooth rapid on the Dolores
River, I am grateful for the camara-
derie we have shared over the years,
and I wish him all the best in his re-
tirement.e
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RECOGNIZING SULLY LOCKER &
MARKET

e Ms. ERNST. Mr. President, as rank-
ing member of the Senate Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, each week I recognize an out-
standing Iowa small business that ex-
emplifies the American entrepreneurial
spirit. This week, it is my privilege to
recognize Sully Locker & Market of
Sully, IA, as the Senate Small Business
of the Week.

In 1946, Nelson Terpstra opened Sully
Locker & Market as a local meat proc-
essor and storage facility. The Terpstra
family owned and operated the locker
through 2012, then sold it to another
local family. In the spring of 2020, Rick
and Cheryl Nikkel purchased the com-
pany. The Nikkels aimed to expand the
business while honoring its more than
70-year legacy in Sully, where Cheryl
grew up relying on the Sully Locker to
store and process her family’s live-
stock.

Today, Sully Locker & Market proc-
esses over 850 cattle annually and man-
ages every step of the process, from
butchering and packaging to storing
and shipping fresh cuts of meat nation-
wide. The business is also a full-service
meat retail store, offering groceries,
home decor gifts, and Cheryl’s home-
made soups and dips that are prepared
on-site. In April 2023, the Nikkels ex-
panded by opening the Sully Meat Mar-
ket in Ankeny, IA. The market focuses
on retail, offering a variety of cuts of
meat from steaks to deli meat, as well
as locally raised bison from Iowa Prai-
rie Bison and local baked goods from
La Rose Marie Bakery of Sully. Beyond
managing Sully Locker & Market, the
Nikkels run their family farm, raising
over 700 cattle and numerous hogs.

Sully Locker & Market has contin-
ued to grow, now employing 13 commu-
nity members, including their son
Josh, who is responsible for overseeing
the meat processing operations. The
company actively supports initiatives
such as Hope Ministries, an organiza-
tion in Des Moines committed to find-
ing solutions to homelessness across
Iowa. The business also works closely
with the Lynnville-Sully Community
School District to support a variety of
charity efforts.

Sully Locker & Market is a proud
member of the Iowa Meat Processors
Association (IMPA) and will be cele-
brating its 79th anniversary next year.

I want to congratulate the Nikkel
family and the rest of the team for
their dedication to offering locally
sourced quality products and providing
a needed service to the community. I
look forward to seeing their continued
success.®

————
RECOGNIZING ANDERSON
RESERVE

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
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and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor Anderson
Reserve as one of Idaho’s Local Gems.

Anderson Reserve, a fine dining res-
taurant, butcher shop, and cigar
lounge, is nestled in the shadow of
Squaw Butte and is one of Idaho’s only
restaurants featuring a helicopter pad.
Inspired by his grandfather’s career in
meatpacking, owner Paul Anderson
and his family have created an unique
destination for locals and visitors to
enjoy high-quality food and entertain-
ment.

Today, Anderson Reserve’s USDA-
certified butcher shop ships thousands
of pounds of prime-grade beef nation-
wide. However, it is not just a butcher
shop. The store includes an elegant
dining room, a weekend restaurant,
and a gift shop. The restaurant menu
features beef, seafood, and game, along
with carefully selected wines and beers.
The cigar lounge, known as the Cigar
Silo, can be found within five granary
silos and features a number of unique
whiskies and liqueurs and an elaborate
selection of cigars.

Congratulations to the Andersons
and all of the Anderson Reserve em-
ployees on their selection as a Local
Gem. Thank you for serving Idaho as
small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

————
RECOGNIZING BULLETS 'N BREW

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor Bullets
N Brew as one of Idaho’s Local Gems.

Founded in 2017 by Gary Mode, Bul-
lets N Brew is a uniquely Idaho ven-
ture that combines the best of two
worlds: a full-service coffee shop and a
one-stop destination for firearms and
ammunition. Located in Hagerman, the
business was born out of the Mode fam-
ily’s desire to meet the diverse needs of
their small town. Bullets 'N Brew is
the only local store that sells guns and
ammo, proudly carrying over 35 brands
of firearms and optics at competitive
prices, making it a favorite of local
sportsmen. The store boasts a full-serv-
ice espresso bar, fresh pastries, and
breakfast items, making it a wel-
coming spot for early risers and after-
noon visitors.

Bullets 'N Brew offers a range of
beautifully crafted, locally made
goods. Customers can find everything
from home decor to raw honey, local
milk, essential oils, and more, ensuring
a visit is always filled with delightful
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discoveries. Visitors to Hagerman leave
with lasting memories of the shops’
welcoming atmosphere.

Congratulations to the Modes and all
of the Bullets 'N Brew employees on
their selection as a Local Gem. Thank
you for serving Idaho as small business
owners and entrepreneurs. You make
our great State proud, and I look for-
ward to your continued growth and
success.®

RECOGNIZING CLARK’S DIAMOND
JEWELRY

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor Clark’s
Diamond Jewelry as one of Idaho’s
Local Gems.

Clark’s Diamond Jewelry, located on
Sherman Avenue in the heart of Coeur
d’Alene, is a family-owned business
with roots dating back to 1907. Under
Dan Clark, who took over the store
from his parents in 1986, Clark’s Dia-
mond Jewelry has become north Ida-
ho’s premier destination for fine jew-
elry. Dan’s journey as a jeweler began
by learning the trade from his father
Ralph. With hands-on training at the
bench and a formal education from the
Gemological Institute of America, Dan
combined tradition and expertise to
build his business. The family legacy
continues under Dan’s daughter Jane,
who now owns and operates the busi-
ness.

Clark’s Diamond Jewelry, which re-
mains in its original 1907 building, is a
living piece of Coeur d’Alene’s history.
For more than a century, it has
watched Coeur d’Alene transform from
a timber town to an international tour-
ist destination. Dan and Jane’s passion
for their hometown and family legacy
shines through in every facet of the
business. Their commitment to com-
munity and tradition has made Clark’s
Diamond Jewelry an irreplaceable part
of Coeur d’Alene.

Congratulations to the Clarks and all
of the Clark’s Diamond Jewelry em-
ployees on their selection as a Local
Gem. Thank you for serving Idaho as
small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

RECOGNIZING DENNY’'S WRECKER
SERVICE

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
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Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor Denny’s
Wrecker Service as a Local Gem.

Denny’s Wrecker Service was founded
by Denny and Shirley Jones in 1962 in
Pocatello. Denny owned and operated
one truck and a fuel station for years,
where attendants greeted customers at
their cars, put fuel in their tanks, and
even washed their windshields. His en-
trepreneurial drive led him to expand
into the towing space. Denny’s now has
a fleet of trucks and specialty trailers
for hauling equipment, buses, motor
homes, and more and was inducted into
the International Towing and Recovery
Hall of Fame in 2000. Denny was moti-
vated by an understanding that it is
never a good day if someone needs a
tow truck, but that he could help make
a bad situation better. A family-owned
and operated business, Denny’s daugh-
ters Stephanie and DeAnn played a
crucial role in building the thriving
business and took over after Denny
passed away in 2002.

Since the late 1980s, Denny’s has of-
fered the Towing Operators Working to
Eliminate Drunk Driving (TOWED)
program to the community. After first-
hand experience with the devastating
effects of drunk driving, they began
providing free tows home for anyone
who had too much to drink during the
holiday season. Over the years, they
have provided thousands of free tows
and saved countless lives.

Congratulations to the Jones family
and all the Denny’s Wrecker Service
employees on their selection as a Local
Gem. Thank you for serving Idaho as
small business owners and entre-
preneurs. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

—————

RECOGNIZING FREEDOM TIRES

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to highlight Free-
dom Tires as one of Idaho’s Local
Gems.

Freedom Tires was founded by Ryan
and Kimberly Humphrey in 2023. As the
parents of two children Walker and
Harper, the Humphreys understand the
importance of time and convenience to
young families. Their unique business
model brings the tire shop to their cus-
tomers’ houses, giving Idahoans back
more of their precious time. Freedom
Tires began in Lewiston but has
partnered with Kenny and Sherry
Gingras of KG Maintenance to bring a
mobile tire service to nearby Moscow.
They recently added services to cater
to commercial and agricultural cus-
tomers as well.

Both the Humphreys and the
Gingrases are dedicated to public serv-
ice. Kimberly is a registered nurse at a
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local hospital, and Ryan serves as a
paramedic firefighter for the local fire
department. Sherry has a master’s de-
gree in education and works with sur-
rounding school districts through the
University of Idaho’s Safe Routes to
School Program. Their commitment to
giving back extends beyond their pro-
fessions to the heart of their business.
Freedom Tires donates to organiza-
tions like Jackson’s Pay It Forward
Foundation, local youth sports teams,
church fundraisers, and more. Every
year, to mark their anniversary, they
give away a free set of tires to a com-
munity member in need.

Congratulations to the Humphreys,
Gingrases, and all of the employees at
Freedom Tires on their selection as a
Local Gem. Thank you for serving
Idaho as small business owners and en-
trepreneurs. You make our great State
proud, and I look forward to your con-
tinued growth and success.®

————
RECOGNIZING iSOURCE

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor iSource
as one of Idaho’s Local Gems.

Devin Dial opened iSource, Rexburg’s
first-ever Apple repair store, in 2013. It
was one of the only Apple-authorized
service providers in eastern Idaho. Con-
sequentially, Idahoans were forced to
drive elsewhere for their repair needs.
After hearing requests from customers
to bring iSource to Idaho Falls, Dial
and co-owner Remington Sharp ex-
panded the business in August of 2024.
They plan to grow their business to ad-
ditional locations in the future.

As still one of the few Apple-certified
repair stores in the region, iSource spe-
cializes in fixing broken phones. From
the front screen to cameras and micro-
phones, iSource can fix it all. Along
with repair, iSource also sells, trades,
and trains on all Apple products.
Whether an Idahoan is interested in
the latest model or needs assistance
learning a new feature, iSource can
help them with all of it in a local set-
ting.

Congratulations to the Dials, Sharps,
and all the employees at iSource. You
are a great example of growth and
building a local business, and I am
proud to honor you as a Local Gem.
You make our great State proud, and I
look forward to your continued growth
and success.®

RECOGNIZING MIDSTAR FIREARMS

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a mem-
ber and former chairman of the Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each year I recognize
and celebrate the American entrepre-
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neurial spirit by highlighting the suc-
cess of small businesses in my home
State of Idaho as part of the Support
Local Gems All Season Long initiative.
Today, I am pleased to honor MidStar
Firearms as one of Idaho’s Local Gems.

Justin Davis founded MidStar Fire-
arms in 2011 with a vision of providing
top-notch firearm retail and mainte-
nance services to the Middleton com-
munity. After hiring Bill Garrett to
build a permanent retail space for the
business, the two became friends. In
2020, Justin sold MidStar to Bill and
his wife Tracey. Today, the Garrett
family proudly runs the business, with
Bill and Tracey at the helm and their
two sons Tyler and Neil managing the
storefront and operations. Together
with their team of four full-time em-
ployees, MidStar delivers exceptional
service to their customers 5 days a
week.

MidStar Firearms has a reputation
for excellence and has been recognized
as the best gunsmith store in the
Treasure Valley. They offer a wide
range of firearms and ammunition, in-
cluding hunting rifles, shotguns, and
concealed carry weapons. The business
provides firearm maintenance and up-
keep services, ensuring customers re-
ceive high-quality care. At the heart of
MidStar Firearms is a commitment to
treating every customer like family.
To them, it is not about the gun but
the experience and the quality after
the purchase.

Congratulations to the Garretts and
all the MidStar Firearms employees on
their selection as a Local Gem. Thank
you for serving Idaho as small business
owners and entrepreneurs. You make
our great State proud, and I look for-
ward to your continued growth and
success.®

——————

TRIBUTE TO MIKE McGRATH

e Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a truly remarkable pub-
lic servant.

For more than 40 years, my friend
Mike McGrath has served the people of
Montana and the people of the United
States of America with distinction.
Next month, he will leave active public
service, retiring after 16 years as the
chief justice of the Montana Supreme
Court.

For many, that accomplishment
alone would represent a lifetime ac-
complishment. For Chief Justice

McGrath, it was the continuation of a
career dedicated to justice and to pub-
lic service. Raised in Butte, a proud
product of Butte Central High and an
Air Force veteran, Mike McGrath took
his first job in Montana State govern-
ment in 1977 as an assistant attorney
general and after 4 years, was elected
to his first of five terms as Lewis and
Clark County attorney in 1982.

During this time, as he and his wife
Joy raised their family in Helena, Mike
showed himself not only to be a skilled
prosecutor, but an inspirational men-
tor to attorneys and young people
across Montana.
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It was natural then when the State
called him to serve in a bigger role by
electing him twice to serve as attorney
general, where he played a key role in
the early war on methamphetamines
and worked on many environmental
issues including the historic removal of
the Milltown Dam at the confluence of
the Blackfoot and Clark Fork Rivers.

Chief Justice McGrath leaves public
office having made a real difference in
the judicial system in Montana, in pub-
lic policy, and in his profession. Few
can match this record of success, and
on behalf of a grateful State, I thank
Mike and his family for the sacrifice,
commitment, and care that went into
every day of this service to our com-
munities.

God bless you, Mike. God bless your
family, and God bless America.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting a withdrawal which
was referred to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 10:18 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

S. 50. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to require the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to give priority consideration to se-
lecting Pensacola and Perdido Bays as an es-
tuary of national significance, and for other
purposes.

S. 310. An act to establish an advisory
group to encourage and foster collaborative
efforts among individuals and entities en-
gaged in disaster recovery relating to debris
removal, and for other purposes.

S. 1478. An act to designate United States
Route 20 in the States of Oregon, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and
Massachusetts as the ‘‘National Medal of
Honor Highway’’, and for other purposes.

S. 2781. An act to promote remediation of
abandoned hardrock mines, and for other
purposes.

S. 3475. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to allow the Secretary of Trans-
portation to designate an authorized oper-
ator of the commercial driver’s license infor-
mation system, and for other purposes.

S. 3613. An act to require Facility Security
Committees to respond to security rec-
ommendations issued by the Federal Protec-
tive Service relating to facility security and
for other purposes.
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The enrolled bills were subsequently
signed by the President pro tempore
(Mrs. MURRAY).

At 11:22 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, with an amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

S. 4367. An act to provide for improvements
to the rivers and harbors of the United
States, to provide for the conservation and
development of water and related resources,
and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 8753. An act to direct the United
States Postal Service to designate single,
unique ZIP Codes for certain communities,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 9716. An act to amend the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 to require the Congressional Budget
Office to provide baseline updates, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 134. Concurrent resolution di-
recting the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives to make a correction in the enrollment
of the bill H.R. 5009.

At 3:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 4199. An act to authorize additional dis-
trict judges for the district courts and con-
vert temporary judgeships.

——————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 9716. An act to amend the Congres-
sional Budget and Impoundment Control Act
of 1974 to require the Congressional Budget
Office to provide baseline updates, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the
Budget.

———

ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on December 12, 2024, she had pre-
sented to the President of the United
States the following enrolled bills:

S. 50. An act to amend the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act to require the Admin-
istrator of the Environmental Protection
Agency to give priority consideration to se-
lecting Pensacola and Perdido Bays as an es-
tuary of national significance, and for other
purposes.

S. 310. An act to establish an advisory
group to encourage and foster collaborative
efforts among individuals and entities en-
gaged in disaster recovery relating to debris
removal, and for other purposes.

S. 1478. An act to designate United States
Route 20 in the States of Oregon, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming, Nebraska, Iowa, Illinois,
Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, New York, and
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Massachusetts as the ‘‘National Medal of
Honor Highway’’, and for other purposes.

S. 2781. An act to promote remediation of
abandoned hardrock mines, and for other
purposes.

S. 3475. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to allow the Secretary of
Transportation to designate an authorized
operator of the commercial driver’s license
information system, and for other purposes.

S. 3613. An act to require Facility Security
Committees to respond to security rec-
ommendations issued by the Federal Protec-
tive Service relating to facility security, and
for other purposes.

——————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-6813. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13405 with respect to
Belarus; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-6814. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Walnuts Grown in California; In-
creased Assessment Rate’ (Docket No. AMS-
SC-24-0039) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 11, 2024;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-6815. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Pears Grown in Oregon and Wash-
ington; Marketing Order Approval Require-
ment”’ (Docket No. AMS-SC-22-0079) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on December 11, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6816. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Web Links for Plant Commodity
Import Requirements’ (Docket No. APHIS-
2024-0034) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 11, 2024; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-6817. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘““Food Distribution Programs; Im-
proving Access and Parity” ((RIN0584-AE92)
(Docket No. FNS-2023-0026)) received in the
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 11, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6818. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Law Enforcement; Criminal Prohi-
bitions” (RIN0596-AD57) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 11, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-6819. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst, Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Modernizing Grant Program Regu-
lation” ((RIN0570-AB03) (Docket No. RBS-24-
BUSINESS-0004)) received in the Office of
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the President of the Senate on December 11,
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-6820. A communication from the Direc-
tor, National Science Foundation, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

EC-6821. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report relative to a viola-
tion of the Antideficiency Act; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

EC-6822. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and
Regulations, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Adoption of 2020 Core
Based Statistical Area Standards’ (RIN2501-
AE11) received in the Office of the President
of the Senate on December 11, 2024; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-6823. A communication from the Con-
gressional and Public Affairs Specialist, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Implementa-
tion of Additional Controls on Pakistan”
(RIN0694-AJ63) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 11, 2024;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-6824. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Policy and Rules, Office of En-
gineering and Technology, Federal Commu-
nications Commission, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Modifying Emissions Limits for the 24.25-
24.45 GHz and 24.75-25.25 GHz Bands” ((ET
Docket No. 21-186) (FCC 24-124)) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
December 11, 2024; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-6825. A communication from the Super-
visory Program Analyst, Media Bureau, Fed-
eral Communications Commission, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Program Originating FM Broadcast
Booster Stations” ((MB Docket Nos. 20-401,
17-105) (FCC 24-121)) received in the Office of
the President of the Senate on December 11,
2024; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

EC-6826. A communication from the Legal
Yeoman, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of
Homeland Security, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Life-
jacket Approval Harmonization” ((RIN1625—
AA62) (Docket No. USCG-2022-0120)) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on December 11, 2024; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-6827. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Administration for
Children and Families, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Employment and Training Services for
Noncustodial Parents in the Child Support
Program” (RIN0970-AD00) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on December 11,
2024; to the Committee on Finance.

EC-6828. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Office of the National
Coordinator for Health IT, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
‘“‘Health Data, Technology, and Interoper-
ability: Trusted Exchange Framework and
Common Agreement’” (RIN0955-AA07) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on December 11, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

EC-6829. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare



S7002

and Medicaid Services, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled
“Administrative Simplification: Modifica-
tions of Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act of 1996 National Council
for Prescription Drug Programs Retail Phar-
macy Standards; and Modification of the
Medicaid Pharmacy Subrogation Standard”
(RIN0938-AU19) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on December 11, 2024;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

EC-6830. A communication from the Archi-
vist of the United States, National Archives
and Records Administration, transmitting,
pursuant to law, the Administration’s Agen-
cy Financial Report for fiscal year 2024; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

EC-6831. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘2023 Annual Report of the National In-
stitute of Justice” received in the Office of
the President pro tempore; to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

EC-6832. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice,
transmitting, pursuant to law, two (2) re-
ports relative to the annual report to Con-
gress on the investigation, enforcement, and
implementation of the sex offender registra-
tion and notification act requirements; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-6833. A communication from the Acting
Director of Sustainable Fisheries, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law,
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the
Economic Exclusive Zone Off Alaska; Deep-
Water Species Fishery by Vessels Using
Trawl Gear in the Gulf of Alaska’ (RIN0648-
XY085) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on December 6, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

S. 2924. A bill to amend title 31, United
States Code, to improve the management of
improper payments, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-288).

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute:

S. 3139. A Dbill to ensure that Federal con-
tractors comply with child labor laws, and
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-289).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Ms. CANTWELL for the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

*David Michael Capozzi, of Maryland, to be
a Director of the Amtrak Board of Directors
for a term of five years.

*Felix R. Sanchez, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Corporation for Public Broad-
casting for a term expiring January 31, 2028.
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*Ronald L. Batory, of New Mexico, to be a
Director of the Amtrak Board of Directors
for a term of five years.

*Elaine Marie Clegg, of Idaho, to be a Di-
rector of the Amtrak Board of Directors for
a term of five years.

*L.E. Sola, of Florida, to be a Federal Mar-
itime Commissioner for a term expiring June
30, 2028.

*Lisa T. Ballance, of Oregon, to be a Mem-
ber of the Marine Mammal Commission for a
term expiring May 13, 2027.

*Lanhee J. Chen, of California, to be a Di-
rector of the Amtrak Board of Directors for
a term of five years.

*Adam Jeffrey White, of Virginia, to be a
Member of the Board of Directors of the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting for a term
expiring January 31, 2030.

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, for
the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation I report favorably
the following nomination lists which
were printed in the RECORDS on the
dates indicated, and ask unanimous
consent, to save the expense of reprint-
ing on the Executive Calendar that
these nominations lie at the Sec-
retary’s desk for the information of
Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

*Coast Guard nomination of Benjamin J.
Spector, to be Captain.

*Coast Guard nomination of Alexander B.
Currie, to be Commander.

*Coast Guard nomination of Holly A.
Bergman, to be Lieutenant Commander.

*Coast Guard nomination of Jillian H. Bee-
cher, to be Lieutenant Commander.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Thomas E. Adams and ending with Marie L.
Sevin, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on November 12, 2024.

*Coast Guard nomination of Jesse Collins,
to be Lieutenant Commander.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Jason A. Acuna and ending with David J.
Zwirblis, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on November 12, 2024.

*Coast Guard nominations beginning with
Ryan G. Angelo and ending with Jeffrey S.
Zamarin, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on November 12, 2024.

By Mr. DURBIN for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Benjamin J. Cheeks, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the South-
ern District of California.

Serena Raquel Murillo, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the Central
District of California.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Ms. WARREN:

S. 5497. A bill to promote military readi-

ness by ensuring the Department of Defense
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retains the right to repair equipment it ac-
quires and owns; to the Committee on Armed
Services.
By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr.
WELCH):

S. 5498. A bill to establish a grant program
for certain State and local forensic activi-
ties, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN:

S. 5499. A bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, with regard to counsel for per-
sons proceeding in forma pauperis; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHMITT:

S. 5500. A bill to amend title 5, United
States Code, to instruct Inspectors General
to report to Congress on social media com-
munications; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

By Ms. ERNST:

S. 5501. A bill to require the Administrator
of the Small Business Administration to re-
locate 30 percent of the employees assigned
to headquarters to duty stations outside the
Washington metropolitan area, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms.
COLLINS):

S. 5502. A bill to ensure continued access to
diabetes technology upon Medicare enroll-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
HAWLEY):

S. 5503. A bill to prohibit pharmacy benefit
managers and pharmacies from being under
common ownership, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
BOOZMAN):

S. 5504. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to eliminate consideration of the
income of organ recipients in providing re-
imbursement of expenses to donating indi-
viduals, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. LEE:

S. 55605. A bill to limit spending from the
Highway Trust Fund, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL:

S. 5506. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Transportation to promulgate a Federal
motor vehicle safety standard to reduce the
incidence of child injury and death occurring
during low-speed incidents involving motor
vehicles, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 5507. A bill to expand reporting on sub-
contracts and subgrants made under Federal
awards, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. MAR-
KEY):

S. 5508. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Interior to annually submit to Congress,
and make publicly available on a website, a
report on decommissioning offshore oil and
gas wells, platforms, and pipelines; to the
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
MARKEY):

S. 5509. A bill to require the Administrator
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to provide support to State
governments in the production by those gov-
ernments of quadrennial State climate as-
sessments, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
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By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and
Ms. HASSAN):

S. 5510. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to require pharmaceutical
and device manufacturers to publicly dis-
close covered payments made to patient ad-
vocacy organizations; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr.
MARSHALL):

S. 5511. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to provide additional oppor-
tunities for older individuals to volunteer at
facilities that serve older individuals or indi-
viduals in younger generations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. LEE, Mr. KING, Mr. CRAPO, Ms.
LuMMmIs, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. VAN
HOLLEN):

S. 5512. A bill to restore the integrity of
the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. WYDEN,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. PETERS, and Mr. RISCH):

S. 5513. A bill to protect the right of law-
abiding citizens to transport knives inter-
state, notwithstanding a patchwork of local
and State prohibitions; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. BUDD:

S. 5514. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to provide assistance for common
interest communities, condominiums, and
housing cooperatives damaged by a major
disaster, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr.
PADILLA):

S. 5515. A bill to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act to establish a pilot program for the
construction of temporary disaster assist-
ance housing, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 5516. A bill to establish a new Housing
and Urban Development grant program to
provide community land trusts and other
community-based housing organizations an
incentive to convert vacant housing into
readily available housing for unhoused indi-
viduals; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Ms. HAS-

SAN):

S. 5517. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment, within the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, of an Abraham Accords Office to pro-
mote and facilitate cooperation between the
Food and Drug Administration and entities
in Abraham Accords countries wishing to
work with the agency in order to develop and
sell products in the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. BUDD:

S. 5518. A bill to extend the deadline for
submitting certain beneficial ownership in-
formation reports for companies affected by
Hurricane Helene or Milton; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. MERKLEY):

S. 5519. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to enhance the readiness of the De-
partment of Defense to challenges relating
to climate change and to improve the energy
and resource efficiency of the Department,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Armed Services.
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By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):

S. 5520. A bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to improve the provision of
military housing to members of the Armed
Forces and their families through private en-
tities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 5521. A bill to require the United States
Postal Service to designate a single, unique
ZIP code for Swanzey, New Hampshire; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. MARKEY:

S. 5522. A bill to require the Assistant Sec-
retary of Commerce for Communications and
Information to carry out a grant and revolv-
ing loan program to provide funding for
projects to increase the resiliency and en-
ergy efficiency of communications networks,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr.
MERKLEY):

S. 5523. A bill to provide clarification of as-
sistance related to safeguarding and the
elimination of landmines, other explosive
remnants of war, and conventional arms; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, and Mr. LUJAN):

S. 5524. A bill to provide for civil monetary
penalties for violations of mental health par-
ity requirements; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. SCHUMER):

S. 55625. A Dbill to allow for one-time dis-
tributions from certain transportation fringe
benefit accounts; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. WELCH:

S. 5526. A bill to establish a Federal Public
Defender Commission, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LUJAN:

S. 5527. A bill to accelerate the develop-
ment, demonstration, and deployment of new
technologies and innovative solutions to ad-
dress the environmental cleanup mission of
the Department of Energy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 5528. A Dbill to require an updated assess-
ment of the public schools on installations of
the Department of Defense, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 5529. A bill to authorize the conveyance
by the Secretary of the Army of certain
property located at Fort Bliss, Texas, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 5530. A bill to support and fund the Fed-
eral procurement of clean energy products,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms.
HIRONO):

S. 5531. A bill authorizing grants to support
long-term climate resiliency for archival in-
stitutions, libraries, and museums in order
to provide continuity and access to covered
records; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 5532. A bill to establish a Wildfire Intel-
ligence Center, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.
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By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, and Mr. WELCH):

S.J. Res. 121. A joint resolution proposing
an amendment to the Constitution of the
United States to abolish the electoral col-
lege and to provide for the direct election of
the President and Vice President of the
United States; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 95
At the request of Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
the name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 95, a bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to pro-
hibit the approval of new abortion
drugs, to prohibit investigational use
exemptions for abortion drugs, and to
impose additional regulatory require-
ments with respect to previously ap-
proved abortion drugs, and for other
purposes.
S. 1071
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1071, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to provide stu-
dents with disabilities and their fami-
lies with access to critical information
needed to select the right college and
succeed once enrolled.
S. 1183
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1183, a bill to prohibit discrimination
on the basis of mental or physical dis-
ability in cases of organ transplants.
S. 2315
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2315, a bill to provide for the cre-
ation of the missing Armed Forces and
civilian personnel Records Collection
at the National Archives, to require
the expeditious public transmission to
the Archivist and public disclosure of
missing Armed Forces and civilian per-
sonnel records, and for other purposes.
S. 2371
At the request of Mr. MORAN, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2371, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to ex-
clude from gross income interest re-
ceived on certain loans secured by
rural or agricultural real property.
S. 2407
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2407, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for the coordination of pro-
grams to prevent and treat obesity,
and for other purposes.
S. 2829
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Ms. LumMMIs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2829, a bill to amend the Internal
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Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for an
exclusion for assistance provided to
participants in certain veterinary stu-
dent loan repayment or forgiveness
programs.
S. 2901
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN), the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA), the Senator from New
Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), the Senator from
Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH),
the Senator from Delaware (Mr. COONS)
and the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) were added as cosponsors of
S. 2901, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institu-
tions of higher education to disclose
hazing incidents, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3625
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added
as a cosponsor of S. 3625, a bill to
amend title 31, United States Code, to
provide small businesses with addi-
tional time to file beneficial ownership
information, and for other purposes.
S. 3981
At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the name of the Senator from Mary-
land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 3981, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to authorize
the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to carry out a program of re-
search, training, and investigation re-
lated to Down syndrome, and for other
purposes.
S. 4113
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4113, a bill to allow States to re-
quire payment of State fees related to
boating as a condition for issuance of a
vessel number and to collect such fees
in conjunction with other fees related
to vessel numbering.
S. 4665
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4665, a bill to amend title 31,
United States Code, to provide for a
joint meeting of Congress to receive a
presentation from the Comptroller
General of the United States regarding
the audited financial statement of the
executive branch, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 4707
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4707, a bill to direct the Under
Secretary for Management of the De-
partment of Homeland Security to as-
sess contracts for covered services per-
formed by contractor personnel along
the United States land border with
Mexico, and for other purposes.
S. 4914
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

CRrUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4914, a bill to provide for the imposi-
tion of sanctions with respect to forced
organ harvesting within the People’s
Republic of China, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 5008
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 5008, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the
railroad track maintenance credit.
S. 5408
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN), the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN), the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. KiM), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), the Sen-
ator from Oregon (Mr. MERKLEY), the
Senator from Virginia (Mr. WARNER),
the Senator from Colorado (Mr.
HICKENLOOPER) and the Senator from
North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were added
as cosponsors of S. 5408, a bill to re-
quire the Secretary of the Treasury to
mint commemorative coins in recogni-
tion of the life and legacy of Roberto
Clemente.
S. 5457
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTT) was added as a cosponsor of S.
5457, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a portion of
general business credit carryforwards
to be transferred by certain taxpayers
affected by Federally declared disas-
ters.

———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA:

S. 55632. A bill to establish a Wildfire
Intelligence Center, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to introduce the Wildfire Intel-
ligence Collaboration and Coordination
Act of 2024. This legislation would es-
tablish a joint wildfire intelligence
center in the Department of Agri-
culture, the Department of Commerce,
and the Department of the Interior to
foster collaboration to respond to
wildfires. This center would study,
plan, coordinate, and implement issues
of joint concern among the three De-
partments. This would include pro-
viding comprehensive assessment and
modeling of wildfires to inform re-
sponse, land and fuels management,
risk reduction, post-wildfire recovery,
and rehabilitation.

Increasingly severe and frequent
wildfires pose a significant risk to the
health of our environment and commu-
nities across our country. In recent
years, huge wildfires have struck Alas-
ka, Colorado, my home State of Cali-
fornia, Nevada, New Mexico, Hawaii,
and beyond. Whether the fire was burn-
ing in your State or whether the smoke
traveled and covered the skies of your
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State, the impacts or wildfires cannot
be ignored. Currently, the Franklin
Fire is raging in Malibu, CA, and has
burned more than 4,037 acres and de-
stroyed several homes.

As the West continues to suffer from
devastating wildfires year after year,
we must be proactive instead of solely
reactive to the wildfire crisis, and that
includes coordinating across the Fed-
eral Government to meet the current
challenge.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues to pass this bill as soon as
possible.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 3317. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an

amendment to the bill H.R. 5009, to reauthor-
ize wildlife habitat and conservation pro-
grams, and for other purposes.

SA 3318. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3317 proposed
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 5009, supra.

SA 3319. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 5009, supra.

SA 3320, Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3319 proposed
by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R. 5009, supra.

SA 3321. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3320 proposed
by Mr. SCHUMER to the amendment SA 3319
proposed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R.
5009, supra.

SA 3322. Mr. CARDIN proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 920, to reauthorize the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000,
and for other purposes.

SA 3323. Mr. PADILLA proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 3857, to take certain land
in the State of California into trust for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia, and for other purposes.

SA 3324. Mr. SCHATZ (for Mr. HEINRICH)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2908, to
assist Tribal governments in the manage-
ment of buffalo and buffalo habitat and the
reestablishment of buffalo on Indian land.

SA 3325. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms. SINEMA)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 59, to
implement merit-based reforms to the civil
service hiring system that replace degree-
based hiring with skills- and competency-
based hiring.

SA 3326. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MORAN
(for himself and Mr. TESTER)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 2513, to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve benefits
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.

SA 3327. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. MORAN
(for himself and Mr. TESTER)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 141, to amend title
38, United States Code, to improve certain
programs of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs for home and community based services
for veterans, and for other purposes.

SA 3328. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. BOOKER
(for himself and Mr. SCHMITT)) proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 5046, to require the
Secretary of Health and Human Services,
acting through the Commissioner of Food
and Drugs, to publish a final rule relating to
nonclinical testing methods.

SA 3329. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. CORNYN
(for himself and Mr. OSSOFF)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 8663, to require
the Science and Technology Directorate in
the Department of Homeland Security to de-
velop greater capacity to detect and identify
illicit substances in very low concentrations.

SA 3330. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. CORNYN
(for himself and Mr. OSSOFF)) proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 8663, supra.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 3317. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 5009, to re-
authorize wildlife habitat and con-
servation programs, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 1 day after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SA 3318. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3317 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R.
5009, to reauthorize wildlife habitat and
conservation programs, and for other
purposes; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘1 day’ and insert
‘2 days’.

SA 3319. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to the bill H.R. 5009, to re-
authorize wildlife habitat and con-
servation programs, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

At the end add the following:

SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act shall take effect on the date that
is 3 days after the date of enactment of this
Act.

SA 3320. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3319 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the bill H.R.
5009, to reauthorize wildlife habitat and
conservation programs, and for other
purposes; as follows:

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘3 days’’ and insert
‘4 days’.

SA 3321. Mr. SCHUMER proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 3320 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER to the amend-
ment SA 3319 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER
to the bill H.R. 5009, to reauthorize
wildlife habitat and conservation pro-
grams, and for other purposes; as fol-
lows:

On page 1, line 1, strike ‘4 days’ and insert
‘5 days’.

SA 3322. Mr. CARDIN proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 920, to reau-
thorize the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000, and for other purposes;
as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Inter-
national Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2024°.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-

lows:
Sec. 1. Short title.
Sec. 2. Table of contents.

TITLE I—COMBATING TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES
Subtitle A—Programs to Support Victims

and Persons Vulnerable to Human Traf-

ficking
Sec. 101. Modifications to grants to assist in
the recognition of trafficking.
Sec. 102. Human Trafficking Survivors Em-
ployment and Education Pro-
gram.
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TITLE II—-COMBATING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING ABROAD

Sec. 201. United States support for integra-
tion of anti-trafficking in per-
sons interventions in multilat-
eral development banks.

Expanding prevention efforts at the
United States Agency for Inter-
national Development.

Counter-trafficking in persons ef-
forts in development coopera-
tion and assistance policy.

Technical amendments to
rankings.

Modifications to the program to
end modern slavery.

Clarification of nonhumanitarian,
nontrade-related foreign assist-
ance.

Expanding protections for domestic
workers of official and diplo-
matic persons.

Trafficking for the purposes of
organ harvesting.

209. Effective dates.

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATION OF

APPROPRIATIONS

301. Extension of authorizations under
the Victims of Trafficking and
Violence Protection Act of 2000.

302. Extension of authorizations under
the International Megan’s Law.

TITLE IV—BRIEFINGS
401. Briefing on annual trafficking in
person’s report.
Sec. 402. Briefing on use and justification of
waivers.
TITLE I—COMBATING TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES

Subtitle A—Programs to Support Victims and
Persons Vulnerable to Human Trafficking
SEC. 101. MODIFICATIONS TO GRANTS TO ASSIST
IN THE RECOGNITION OF TRAF-

FICKING.

Section 106(b)(2) of the Victims of Traf-
ficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000
(22 U.S.C. 7104(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
““GRANTS TO ASSIST IN THE RECOGNITION OF
TRAFFICKING”’ and inserting ‘‘FREDERICK
DOUGLASS HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
EDUCATION GRANTS’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
inserting ‘‘under a program named ‘Fred-
erick Douglass Human Trafficking Preven-
tion Education Grants’’ after ‘“‘may award
grants’’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘¢, linguis-
tically accessible, and culturally responsive”
after ‘‘age-appropriate’’;

(3) in subparagraph (C), in the subpara-
graph heading, by inserting ‘‘FOR FREDERICK
DOUGLASS HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
EDUCATION GRANTS” after ‘“‘PROGRAM RE-
QUIREMENTS’’;

(4) by amending subparagraph (D) to read
as follows:

‘D) PRIORITY.—In awarding Frederick
Douglass Human Trafficking Prevention
Education Grants under this paragraph, the
Secretary shall—

‘(1) give priority to local educational agen-
cies serving a high-intensity child sex traf-
ficking area or an area with significant child
labor trafficking;

‘(ii) give additional priority to local edu-
cational agencies that partner with non-
profit organizations specializing in human
trafficking prevention education, which
partner with law enforcement and tech-
nology or social media companies, to assist
in training efforts to protect children from
labor trafficking and sexual exploitation and
abuse including grooming, materials depict-
ing the sexual abuse of children, and human

Sec. 202.

Sec. 203.

Sec. 204. tier

Sec. 205.

Sec. 206.

Sec. 207.

Sec. 208.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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trafficking transmitted through technology;
and

‘“(iii) consult, as appropriate, with the Sec-
retary of Education, the Secretary of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, the Secretary of
the Interior, the Secretary of Labor, and the
Attorney General, to identify the geographic
areas in the United States with the highest
prevalence of at-risk populations for child
trafficking, including children who are mem-
bers of a racial or ethnic minority, homeless
youth, foster youth, youth involved in the
child welfare system, and children and youth
who run away from home or an out-of-home
placement.”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(E) CRITERIA FOR SELECTION.—Grantees
should be selected based on their dem-
onstrated ability—

‘(i) to engage stakeholders, including sur-
vivors of human trafficking, and Federal,
State, local, or Tribal partners, to develop
the programs;

‘“(ii) to train the trainers, guardians, K-12
students, teachers, and other school per-
sonnel in a linguistically accessible, cul-
turally responsive, age-appropriate, and
trauma-informed fashion; and

‘“(iii) to create a scalable, repeatable pro-
gram to prevent child labor trafficking and
sexual exploitation and abuse, including
grooming, child sexual abuse materials, and
trafficking transmitted through technology
that—

“(I) uses evidence-based (as such term is
defined in section 8101(21)(A) of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801(21)(A))) best practices; and

“(II) employs appropriate technological
tools and methodologies, including linguis-
tically accessible, culturally responsive, age-
appropriate, and trauma-informed ap-
proaches for trainers, guardians, educators,
and K-12 students.

‘“(F) TRAIN THE TRAINERS.—For purposes of
subparagraph (E), the term ‘train the train-
ers’ means having experienced or master
trainers coach new trainers who are less ex-
perienced with a particular topic or skill, or
with training overall, who can then teach
the material to others, creating a broader
reach, sustainability, and making efforts
cost- and time-efficient (commonly referred
to as ‘training of trainers’).

‘“(G) DATA COLLECTION.—The Secretary
shall consult with the Secretary of Edu-
cation, the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, and the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to determine the appropriate demo-
graphics of the recipients or of students at
risk of being trafficked or exploited, to be
collected and reported with respect to grants
under this paragraph, which shall include
data collection of, at a minimum, students
who are economically disadvantaged, mem-
bers of a racial or ethnic minority, homeless
youth, foster youth, youth involved in the
child welfare system, and children and youth
who run away from home or an out-of-home
placement.

‘“‘(H) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days
after the date of the enactment of the Inter-
national Trafficking Victims Protection Re-
authorization Act of 2024, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary of Health and
Human Services shall submit to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate, the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate, the Committee on
the Judiciary of the House of Representa-
tives, the Committee on Education and the
Workforce of the House of Representatives,
and the Committee on Energy and Commerce
of the House of Representatives, and make
available to the public a report that includes
data regarding—
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‘(i) the total number of entities that re-
ceived a Frederick Douglass Human Traf-
ficking Prevention Education Grant during
the previous fiscal year;

‘(i) the total number of partnerships or
consultants that included survivors, non-
profit organizations specialized in human
trafficking prevention education, law en-
forcement, and technology or social media
companies;

‘“(iii) the total number of elementary and
secondary schools that established and im-
plemented evidence-based (as such term is
defined in section 8101(21)(A) of the Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 7801(21)(A))) best practices through
programs developed using such grants;

‘‘(iv) the total number and geographic dis-
tribution of trainers, guardians, students,
teachers, and other school personnel trained
using such grants pursuant to this para-
graph;

‘(v) the results of pre-training and post-
training surveys to gauge trainees’ increased
understanding of the scope and signs of child
trafficking and child sexual exploitation and
abuse, how to interact with potential vic-
tims and survivors of child trafficking and
child sexual exploitation and abuse using
age-appropriate and trauma-informed ap-
proach, and the manner in which to respond
to potential child trafficking and child sex-
ual exploitation and abuse;

“(vi) the number of potential victims and
survivors of child trafficking and child sex-
ual exploitation and abuse identified and
served by grantees, excluding any individ-
ually identifiable information about such
children and acting in full compliance with
all applicable privacy laws and regulations;

‘“(vii) the number of students in elemen-
tary or secondary school identified by grant-
ees as being at risk of being trafficked or
sexually exploited and abused, excluding any
individually identifiable information about
such children.;

‘“(viii) the demographic characteristics of
child trafficking survivors and victims, sexu-
ally exploited and abused children, and stu-
dents at risk of being trafficked or sexually
exploited and abused described in clauses (vi)
and (vii), excluding any individually identifi-
able information about such children; and

‘‘(ix) any service gaps and best practices
identified by grantees.”’.

SEC. 102. HUMAN TRAFFICKING SURVIVORS EM-
PLOYMENT AND EDUCATION PRO-
GRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services may carry out a Human
Trafficking Survivors Employment and Edu-
cation Program to prevent the re-exploi-
tation of eligible individuals who have been
victims of trafficking, by assisting such indi-
viduals to integrate or reintegrate into soci-
ety through social services support for the
attainment of life-skills, employment, and
education necessary to achieve self-suffi-
ciency.

(b) SERVICES PROVIDED.—Services offered,
provided, and funded by the Program shall
include (as relevant to the victim of traf-
ficking)—

(1) enrollment and participation in—

(A) basic education, including literacy edu-
cation and English as a second language edu-
cation;

(B) job-related skills training;

(C) vocational and certificate programs;
and

(D) programs for attaining a regular high
school diploma or its recognized equivalent;

(2) life-skill training programs, including
management of personal finances, self-care,
and parenting classes;

(3) resume creation and review;

(4) interview coaching and counseling;

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(b) assistance with expungement of crimi-
nal records when such records are for non-
violent crimes that were committed as a
consequence of the eligible individual’s vic-
timization, including assistance with credit
repair;

(6) assistance with enrollment in college or
technical school;

(7) scholarship assistance for attending col-
lege or technical school;

(8) professional coaching or professional
development classes;

(9) case management to develop an individ-
ualized plan with each victim of trafficking,
based on each person’s needs and goals; and

(10) assistance with obtaining victim com-
pensation, direct victim assistance, or other
funds for mental health care.

(c) SERVICE PERIOD.—Eligible individuals
may receive services through the Program
for a cumulative period of 5 years.

(d) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS.—Subject to
the availability of appropriations, the Sec-
retary shall enter into cooperative agree-
ments with 1 or more eligible organizations
to carry out this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘eligi-
ble individual” means a domestic or foreign
victim of trafficking who—

(A) has attained 18 years of age; and

(B) is eligible to receive services under sec-
tion 107(b) of the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(b)).

(2) ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘eli-
gible organization’” means a service pro-
vider, including a nongovernmental organi-
zation, that has experience—

(A) using national or local anti-trafficking
networks to serve victims of trafficking;

(B) qualifying, providing, and coordinating
services for victims of trafficking, as de-
scribed in subsection (b), that is linguis-
tically accessible, culturally responsive, age-
appropriate, and trauma-informed;

(C) with respect to a service provider for
victims of trafficking served by the Program
who are not United States citizens, identi-
fying and assisting foreign-born victims of
trafficking, including helping them qualify
for Continued Presence, T-Visas, and other
Federal, State, and local services and fund-
ing; and

(D) with respect to a service provider for
victims of trafficking served by the Program
who are United States citizens and legal per-
manent residents, identifying and assisting
victims of trafficking (as defined in section
103 of the Trafficking Victims Protection
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102)), especially youth
and underserved populations.

(3) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘Program’ means
the Human Trafficking Survivors Employ-
ment and Education Program established
under this section.

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

TITLE II—COMBATING HUMAN
TRAFFICKING ABROAD
SEC. 201. UNITED STATES SUPPORT FOR INTE-
GRATION OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING IN
PERSONS INTERVENTIONS IN MUL-
TILATERAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS.
(a) REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary
of State acting through the Ambassador-at-
Large to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in
Persons, shall instruct the United States Ex-
ecutive Director of each multilateral devel-
opment bank (as defined in section 110(d) of
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d))) to encourage the in-
clusion of a counter-trafficking strategy, in-
cluding risk assessment and mitigation ef-
forts as needed, in proposed projects in coun-
tries listed—
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(1) on the Tier 2 Watch List (required
under section 110(b)(2)(A) of the Trafficking
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)(2)(A)), as amended by section 104(a));

(2) under subparagraph (C) of section
110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1)) (com-
monly referred to as ‘“‘Tier 3’’); and

(3) as Special Cases in the most recent re-
port on trafficking in persons required under
such section (commonly referred to as the
“Trafficking in Persons Report’’).

(b) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, shall brief
the appropriate congressional committees
regarding the implementation of this sec-
tion.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that details the
activities of the United States relating to
combating human trafficking, including
forced labor, within multilateral develop-
ment projects.

(d) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 202. EXPANDING PREVENTION EFFORTS AT
THE UNITED STATES AGENCY FOR
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to increase the
prevention efforts by the United States
abroad, the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment (USAID) shall—

(1) encourage incorporation of activities to
counter trafficking in persons (C-TIP) into
broader assistance programming;

(2) determine a reasonable definition for
the term ‘‘C-TIP Incorporated Development
Programs’, which shall at a minimum in-
clude any programming to address economic
development, education, democracy and gov-
ernance, food security, and humanitarian as-
sistance that the Administrator determines
includes a sufficient counter-trafficking in
persons element incorporated in the program
design or delivery;

(3) encourage that any program design or
delivery that may directly serve victims of
trafficking in persons is age-appropriate, lin-
guistically accessible, culturally responsive,
and survivor- and trauma-informed, and pro-
vides opportunities for anonymous and vol-
untary feedback from the beneficiaries re-
ceiving such services;

(4) encourage that each USAID mission in-
corporates a counter-trafficking in persons
perspective and specific approaches into de-
velopment programs, project design, and
methods for program monitoring and evalua-
tion, when addressing a range of develop-
ment issues;

(5) implement robust training and dissemi-
nate tools around the incorporation of a
counter-trafficking perspective and aware-
ness in the day-to-day work of development
professionals; and

(6) encourage subsequent Country Develop-
ment Cooperation Strategies include a
counter-trafficking in persons analytic com-
ponent to guide future project design and
promote the inclusion of counter-trafficking
elements in project design, implementation,
monitoring, and evaluation required for Tier
2 Watch List and Tier 3 countries (as such
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terms are defined for purposes of section 110
of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107), as amended).

(b) REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of an Act making
appropriations for the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
through fiscal year 2028, the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report on obliga-
tions and expenditures of all funds managed
by the Department of State and USAID in
the prior fiscal year to combat human traf-
ficking and forced labor, including inte-
grated C-TIP activities.

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required under
paragraph (1) shall include—

(A) a description of funding aggregated by
program, project, and activity; and

(B) a description of the management struc-
ture at the Department of State and USAID
used to manage such programs.

(3) BIENNIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 6
months of after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and every 2 years thereafter
through September 30, 2028, the Secretary of
State, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, shall brief the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives regarding the implementation of the
activities required under subsection (a).

(c) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate;

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives; and

(4) the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 203. COUNTER-TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
EFFORTS IN DEVELOPMENT CO-
OPERATION AND ASSISTANCE POL-
ICY.

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2151 et seq.) is amended—

(1) in section 102(b)(4) (22 U.S.C. 2151-
1(b)(4)—

(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(H) effective counter-trafficking in per-
sons policies and programs.”’’; and
(2) in section 492(d)(1)

2292a(d)(1))—

(A) by striking ‘‘that the funds” and in-
serting the following: ‘‘that—

“(A) the funds’’;

(B) in subparagraph (A), as added by sub-
paragraph (A) of this paragraph, by striking
the period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and”’;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) in carrying out the provisions of this
chapter, the President shall, to the greatest
extent possible—

‘(i) ensure that assistance made available
under this section does not create or con-
tribute to conditions that can be reasonably
expected to result in an increase in traf-
ficking in persons who are in conditions of
heightened vulnerability as a result of nat-
ural and manmade disasters; and

‘“(ii) integrate appropriate protections into
the planning and execution of activities au-
thorized under this chapter.”.

SEC. 204. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS TO TIER
RANKINGS.

(a) MODIFICATIONS TO TIER 2 WATCH LIST.—
Section 110(b)(2) of the Trafficking Victims
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Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(2)) is
amended—

(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
‘“‘SPECIAL’’ and inserting ‘“‘TIER 2’’; and

(2) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

““(A) SUBMISSION OF LIST.—Not later than
the date on which the determinations de-
scribed in subsections (¢) and (d) are sub-
mitted to the appropriate congressional
committees in accordance with such sub-
sections, the Secretary of State shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a list of countries that the Secretary deter-
mines require special scrutiny during the
following year. Such list shall be composed
of countries that have been listed pursuant
to paragraph (1)(B) pursuant to the current
annual report because—

‘(1) the estimated number of victims of se-
vere forms of trafficking is very significant
or is significantly increasing and the coun-
try is not taking proportional concrete ac-
tions; or

‘“(ii) there is a failure to provide evidence
of increasing efforts to combat severe forms
of trafficking in persons from the previous
year, including increased investigations,
prosecutions and convictions of trafficking
crimes, increased assistance to victims, and
decreasing evidence of complicity in severe
forms of trafficking by government offi-
cials.”.

(b) MODIFICATION TO SPECIAL RULE FOR
DOWNGRADED AND REINSTATED COUNTRIES.—
Section 110(b)(2)(F) of such Act (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)(2)(F)) is amended—

(1) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘the special watch list”’ and all that
follows through ‘‘the country—’' and insert-
ing ‘‘the Tier 2 watch list described in sub-
paragraph (A) for more than 2 years imme-
diately after the country consecutively—’’;

(2) in clause (i), in the matter preceding
subclause (I), by striking ‘‘the special watch
list described in subparagraph (A)(iii)” and
inserting ‘‘the Tier 2 watch list described in
subparagraph (A)’’; and

(3) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘in the year
following such waiver under subparagraph
(D)(ii)”’ before the period at the end.

(¢c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
110(b) of such Act (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)) is fur-
ther amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), as amended by sub-
section (a)—

(A) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘spe-
cial watch list”’ and inserting ‘‘Tier 2 watch
list’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST” and inserting
“TIER 2 WATCH LIST”’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘special watch list’’ and in-
serting ‘“‘Tier 2 watch list’’; and

(C) in subparagraph (D)—

(i) in the subparagraph heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘SPECIAL WATCH LIST” and inserting
“TIER 2 WATCH LIST”’; and

(ii) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘special watch
list”” and inserting ‘‘Tier 2 watch list’’;

(2) in paragraph (3)(B), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘clauses (i),
(ii), and (iii) of”’; and

(3) in paragraph (4)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘‘each country
described in paragraph (2)(A)(ii)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘each country described in paragraph
(2)(A)’; and

(B) in subparagraph (D)(i), by striking
‘‘the Special Watch List’’ and inserting ‘‘the
Tier 2 watch list”.

(d) FREDERICK DOUGLASS TRAFFICKING VIC-
TIMS PREVENTION AND PROTECTION REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT OF 2018.—Section 204(b)(1) of the
Frederick Douglass Trafficking Victims Pre-
vention and Protection Reauthorization Act
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of 2018 (Public Law 115-425) is amended by
striking ‘‘special watch list”’ and inserting
“Tier 2 watch list”’.

(e) BIPARTISAN CONGRESSIONAL TRADE PRI-
ORITIES AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2015.—
Section 106(b)(6)(E)(iii) of the Bipartisan
Congressional Trade Priorities and Account-
ability Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4205(b)(6)(E)(iii)
is amended by striking ‘‘under section’ and
all that follows and inserting ‘‘under section
110(b)(2)(A) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. T107(b)(2)(A))”.
SEC. 205. MODIFICATIONS TO THE PROGRAM TO

END MODERN SLAVERY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1298 of the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114) is amended—

(1) in subsection (g)(2), by striking 2020’
and inserting ‘‘2028”’; and

(2) in subsection (h)(1), by striking ‘‘Not
later than September 30, 2018, and September
30, 2020’ and inserting ‘‘Not later than Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and September 30, 2028°°.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for funding
under the Program to End Modern Slavery of
the Office to Monitor and Combat Traf-
ficking in Persons, a grant recipient shall—

(1) publish the names of all subgrantee or-
ganizations on a publicly available website;
or

(2) if the subgrantee organization expresses
a security concern, the grant recipient shall
relay such concerns to the Secretary of
State, who shall transmit annually the
names of all subgrantee organizations in a
classified annex to the chairs of the appro-
priate congressional committees (as defined
in section 1298(i) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114(i))).

(c) AWARD OF FUNDS.—AIll grants issued
under the program referred to in subsection
(b) shall be—

(1) awarded on a competitive basis; and

(2) subject to the regular congressional no-
tification procedures applicable with respect
to grants made available under section
1298(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act of 2017 (22 U.S.C. 7114(b)).

SEC. 206. CLARIFICATION OF NONHUMANI-
TARIAN, NONTRADE-RELATED FOR-
EIGN ASSISTANCE.

(a) CLARIFICATION OF SCOPE OF WITHHELD
ASSISTANCE.—Section 110(d)(1) of the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22
U.S.C. 7107(d)(1)) is amended to read as fol-
lows:

‘(1) WITHHOLDING OF ASSISTANCE.—The
President has determined that—

‘““(A) the United States will not provide
nonhumanitarian, nontrade-related foreign
assistance to the central government of the
country or funding to facilitate the partici-
pation by officials or employees of such cen-
tral government in educational and cultural
exchange programs, for the subsequent fiscal
year until such government complies with
the minimum standards or makes significant
efforts to bring itself into compliance; and

“(B) the President will instruct the United
States Executive Director of each multilat-
eral development bank and of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to vote against, and
to use the Executive Director’s best efforts
to deny, any loan or other utilization of the
funds of the respective institution to that
country (other than for humanitarian assist-
ance, for trade-related assistance, or for de-
velopment assistance that directly addresses
basic human needs, is not administered by
the central government of the sanctioned
country, and is not provided for the benefit
of that government) for the subsequent fiscal
year until such government complies with
the minimum standards or makes significant
efforts to bring itself into compliance.”.

(b) DEFINITION OF NONHUMANITARIAN,
NONTRADE RELATED ASSISTANCE.—Section
103(10) of the Trafficking Victims Protection
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Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102(10)) is amended to

read as follows:

‘(10) NONHUMANITARIAN,
LATED FOREIGN ASSISTANCE.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’
means—

‘“(i) sales, or financing on any terms, under
the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751
et seq.), other than sales or financing pro-
vided for mnarcotics-related purposes fol-
lowing notification in accordance with the
prior notification procedures applicable to
reprogrammings pursuant to section 634A of
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C.
2394-1); or

‘(ii) United States foreign assistance,
other than—

“(I) with respect to the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961—

‘‘(aa) assistance for international narcotics
and law enforcement under chapter 8 of part
I of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2291 et seq.);

‘“‘(bb) assistance for International Disaster
Assistance under subsections (b) and (c) of
section 491 of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2292);

‘“(cc) antiterrorism assistance under chap-
ter 8 of part II of such Act (22 U.S.C. 2349aa
et seq.); and

¢(dd) health programs under chapters 1 and
10 of part I and chapter 4 of part II of such
Act (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.);

‘“(ITI) assistance under the Food for Peace
Act (7 U.S.C. 1691 et seq.);

““(ITII) assistance under sections 2(a), (b),
and (c) of the Migration and Refugee Assist-
ance Act of 1962 (22 U.S.C. 2601(a), (b), (c)) to
meet refugee and migration needs;

“(IV) any form of United States foreign as-
sistance provided through nongovernmental
organizations, international organizations,
or private sector partners—

‘‘(aa) to combat human and wildlife traf-
ficking;

“‘(bb) to promote food security;

‘‘(ce) to respond to emergencies;

‘(dd) to provide humanitarian assistance;

‘‘(ee) to address basic human needs, includ-
ing for education;

‘“(ff) to advance global health security; or

‘‘(gg) to promote trade; and

(V) any other form of United States for-
eign assistance that the President deter-
mines, by not later than October 1 of each
fiscal year, is necessary to advance the secu-
rity, economic, humanitarian, or global
health interests of the United States without
compromising the steadfast United States
commitment to combating human traf-
ficking globally.

‘(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘nonhumani-
tarian, nontrade-related foreign assistance’
shall not include payments to or the partici-
pation of government entities necessary or
incidental to the implementation of a pro-
gram that is otherwise consistent with sec-
tion 110.”.

SEC. 207. EXPANDING PROTECTIONS FOR DOMES-
TIC WORKERS OF OFFICIAL AND
DIPLOMATIC PERSONS.

Section 203(b) of the William Wilberforce
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2008 (8 U.S.C. 1375¢c(b)) is amended
by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing:

‘() NATIONAL EXPANSION OF IN-PERSON REG-
ISTRATION PROGRAM.—The Secretary shall ad-
minister the Domestic Worker In-Person
Registration Program for employees with A—
3 visas or G-5 visas employed by accredited
foreign mission members or international or-
ganization employees and shall expand this
program nationally, which shall include—

““(A) after the arrival of each such em-
ployee in the United States, and annually
during the course of such employee’s em-
ployment, a description of the rights of such
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employee under applicable Federal and State
law;

“(B) provision of a copy of the pamphlet
developed pursuant to section 202 to the em-
ployee with an A-3 visa or a G-5 visa; and

“(C) information on how to contact the Na-
tional Human Trafficking Hotline.

¢“(6) MONITORING AND TRAINING OF A-3 AND
G-5 VISA EMPLOYERS ACCREDITED TO FOREIGN
MISSIONS AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The Secretary shall—

‘“(A) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the rights
of A-3 and G-5 domestic workers under the
applicable labor laws of the United States,
including the fair labor standards described
in the pamphlet developed pursuant to sec-
tion 202 and material on labor standards and
labor rights of domestic worker employees
who hold A-3 and G-5 visas;

‘“(B) inform embassies, international orga-
nizations, and foreign missions of the poten-
tial consequences to individuals holding a
nonimmigrant visa issued pursuant to sub-
paragraph (A)(1), (A)({i), (G)(D), (G)(i), or
(G)(dii) of section 101(a)(15) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15))
who violate the laws described in subclause
(D(aa), including (at the discretion of the
Secretary)—

‘(i) the suspension of A-3 visas and G-5
visas;

‘(i) request for waiver of immunity;

¢‘(iii) criminal prosecution;

‘“(iv) civil damages; and

‘(v) permanent revocation of or refusal to
renew the visa of the accredited foreign mis-
sion or international organization employee;
and

‘“(C) require all accredited foreign mission
and international organization employers of
individuals holding A-3 visas or G-b visas to
report the wages paid to such employees on
an annual basis.”.

SEC. 208. TRAFFICKING FOR THE PURPOSES OF
ORGAN HARVESTING.

Section 110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(1)) is
amended—

(1) in subparagraph (G), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(2) in subparagraph (H), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (H) the
following:

‘(I) information about the trafficking in
persons for the purpose of organ removal, in-
cluding cases and steps governments are un-
dertaking to prevent, identify, and eliminate
such trafficking.”.

SEC. 209. EFFECTIVE DATES.

Sections 204(b) and 206, and the amend-
ments made by those sections, take effect on
the date that is the first day of the first full
reporting period for the report required
under section 110(b)(1) of the Trafficking Vic-
tims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C.
7107(b)(1)) after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATION OF

APPROPRIATIONS
EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS
UNDER THE VICTIMS OF TRAF-
FICKING AND VIOLENCE PROTEC-
TION ACT OF 2000.

Section 113 of the Victims of Trafficking
and Violence Protection Act of 2000 (22
U.S.C. 7110) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking 2018
through 2021, $13,822,000”’ and inserting ‘‘2024
through 2028, $17,000,000"’;

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking
€‘$19,500,000" and all that follows through
‘““National Human Trafficking Hotline” and
inserting ¢‘$25,000,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2024 through 2028, of which $5,000,000 is
authorized to be appropriated in each fiscal
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year for the National Human Trafficking
Hotline and for cybersecurity and public edu-
cation campaigns, in consultation with the
Secretary of Homeland Security, for identi-
fying and responding as needed to cases of
human trafficking.”’;

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), in the matter pre-
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘2018
through 2021, $65,000,000 and inserting ‘2024
through 2028, $102,500,000"’;

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(3) PROGRAMS TO END MODERN SLAVERY.—
Of the amounts authorized by paragraph (1)
to be appropriated for a fiscal year, not more
than $37,500,000 may be made available to
fund programs to end modern slavery.

“(4) PROGRAMS AT THE USAID.—Of the
amount authorized to be appropriated by
paragraph (1), $22,000,000 is authorized to be
made available each fiscal year to the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, of which $2,000,000 is authorized to be
allocated for countering trafficking in per-
sons in Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, Pan-
ama, and El Salvador.”’; and

(4) in subsection (d)(1), by striking 2018
through 2021’ and inserting ‘2024 through
2028, of which $35,000,000 is authorized to be
appropriated for each fiscal year for the Of-
fice of Victims of Crime Housing Assistance
Grants for Victims of Human Trafficking’’.

SEC. 302. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATIONS
UNDER THE INTERNATIONAL
MEGAN’S LAW.

Section 11 of the International Megan’s
Law to Prevent Child Exploitation and Other
Sexual Crimes Through Advanced Notifica-
tion of Traveling Sex Offenders (34 U.S.C.
21509) is amended by striking ‘2018 through
2021’ and inserting ‘2024 through 2028°°.

TITLE IV—BRIEFINGS
SEC. 401. BRIEFING ON ANNUAL TRAFFICKING IN
PERSON’S REPORT.

Not later than 30 days after the public des-
ignation of country tier rankings and subse-
quent publishing of the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report, the Secretary of State shall
brief the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives on—

(1) countries that were downgraded or up-
graded in the most recent Trafficking in Per-
sons Report; and

(2) the efforts made by the United States
to improve counter-trafficking efforts in
those countries, including foreign govern-
ment efforts to better meet minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking.

SEC. 402. BRIEFING ON USE AND JUSTIFICATION
OF WAIVERS.

Not later than 30 days after the President
has determined to issue a waiver under sec-
tion 110(d)(5) of the Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d)(5)), the
Secretary of State shall brief the Committee
on Foreign Relations of the Senate and the
Committee on Foreign Affairs of the House
of Representatives on—

(1) each country that received a waiver;

(2) the justification for each such waiver;
and

(3) a description of the efforts made by
each country to meet the minimum stand-
ards to eliminate human trafficking.

SA 3323. Mr. PADILLA proposed an
amendment to the bill S. 3857, to take
certain land in the State of California
into trust for the benefit of the Jamul
Indian Village of California, and for
other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Jamul In-

dian Village Land Transfer Act”.




December 12, 2024

SEC. 2. TRUST LAND FOR THE JAMUL INDIAN VIL-
LAGE OF CALIFORNIA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The approximately 172.10
acres of land described in subsection (b) is
held in trust by the United States for the
benefit of the Jamul Indian Village of Cali-
fornia.

(b) LAND DESCRIPTIONS.—The land referred
to in subsection (a) is the following:

(1) PARCEL 1.—The parcels of land totaling
approximately 161.23 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, that are held in fee
by the Jamul Indian Village of California, as
legally described in Document No. 2022-
0010260 in the Official Records of the Office of
the Recorder, San Diego County, California,
and recorded January 7, 2022.

(2) PARCEL 2.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 6 acres, located in San Diego
County, California, that is held in fee by the
Jamul Indian Village of California, as legally
described in Document No. 2021-0540770 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded July 29, 2021.

(3) PARCEL 3.—The parcel of land totaling
approximately 4.03 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 1998-0020339 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded January 15, 1998.

(4) PARCEL 4.—The parcel of land comprised
of approximately 0.84 acres, located in San
Diego County, California, as legally de-
scribed in Document No. 2017-0410384 in the
Official Records of the Office of the Re-
corder, San Diego County, California, and re-
corded September 7, 2017.

(c) ADDITIONAL TRUST ACQUISITION.—The
Secretary of the Interior shall accept title in
and to, and place into trust by the United
States for the benefit of the Jamul Indian
Village of California, the land depicted as
“Proposed 1.1. acres’ on the map of the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and Wildlife enti-
tled ‘‘Amended Acres Proposal’”’ and dated
May 2023 if that land is conveyed or other-
wise transferred to the United States by, or
on behalf of, the Jamul Indian Village of
California.

(d) ADMINISTRATION.—Land taken into
trust under subsections (a) and (c) shall be—

(1) part of the reservation of the Jamul In-
dian Village of California; and

(2) administered in accordance with the
laws and regulations generally applicable to
property held in trust by the United States
for the benefit of an Indian Tribe.

(e) GAMING PROHIBITED.—Land described in
subsections (b) and (c) shall not be used for
any class II gaming or class III gaming under
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.) (as those terms are defined in
section 4 of that Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)).

SA 3324. Mr. SCHATZ (for Mr. HEIN-
RICH) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 2908, to assist Tribal govern-
ments in the management of buffalo
and buffalo habitat and the reestablish-
ment of buffalo on Indian land; as fol-
lows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Indian Buf-
falo Management Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; PURPOSES.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) buffalo sustained a majority of Indian
Tribes in North America for many centuries
before buffalo were nearly exterminated by
non-Indian hunters in the mid-1800s;

(2) the historical, cultural, and spiritual
connection between buffalo and Indian
Tribes has not diminished over time;
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(3) Indian Tribes have long desired the re-
establishment of buffalo throughout Indian
country for cultural, spiritual, and subsist-
ence purposes; and

(4) the successful restoration of buffalo
would allow an Indian Tribe to benefit
from—

(A) the reintroduction of buffalo into the
diets of the members of the Indian Tribe;

(B) the rekindling of the spiritual and cul-
tural relationship between buffalo and the
Indian Tribe; and

(C) the use of buffalo for economic develop-
ment, in the case of an Indian Tribe that
chooses to use buffalo for economic develop-
ment.

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act
are—

(1) to fulfill the government-to-govern-
ment relationship between Tribal govern-
ments and the United States in the manage-
ment of buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) to promote and develop the capacity of
Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(3) to protect, conserve, and enhance buf-
falo, which are important to the subsistence,
culture, and economic development of many
Indian Tribes;

(4) to promote the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations, through management of
buffalo and buffalo habitats in accordance
with integrated resource management plans
developed by Indian Tribes and Tribal orga-
nizations;

(5) to develop buffalo herds and increase
production of buffalo in order to meet Tribal
subsistence, health, cultural, and economic
development needs; and

(6) to promote the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment of the Interior, local, regional, na-
tional, or international—

(A) decision-making processes; and

(B) forums.

SEC. 3. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) BUFFALO.—The term ‘‘buffalo’” means
an animal of the subspecies Bison bison
bison.

(2) BUFFALO HABITAT.—The term ‘‘buffalo
habitat’” means Indian land that is managed
for buffalo.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of the Interior.

(4) INDIAN LAND.—The term ‘‘Indian land”’
has the meaning given the term in paragraph
(2) of section 2601 of the Energy Policy Act of
1992 (25 U.S.C. 3501), except that, in that
paragraph, the term ‘‘Indian reservation”
shall be considered to have the meaning
given the term ‘“‘Indian reservation’ in para-
graph (3) of that section, without regard to
the date specified in paragraph (3) of that
section.

(5) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian Tribe”’
has the meaning given the term in section 4
of the Indian Self-Determination and Edu-
cation Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

(6) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(7) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term ‘‘Trib-
al organization’” means any legally estab-
lished organization of Indians that—

(A)(1) is chartered under section 17 of the
Act of June 18, 1934, (commonly known as
the ‘“Indian Reorganization Act’; 25 U.S.C.
5124) and recognized by the governing body of
one or more Indian Tribes; or

(ii) is a Tribal corporation federally char-
tered under section 3 of the Oklahoma Indian
Welfare Act (25 U.S.C. 5203); and

(B) has demonstrable experience in the res-
toration of buffalo and buffalo habitat on In-
dian land.
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SEC. 4. BUFFALO RESOURCE MANAGEMENT.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHED.—The Secretary
shall establish a permanent program within
the Department for the purposes of—

(1) promoting and developing the capacity
of Indian Tribes and Tribal organizations to
manage buffalo and buffalo habitat;

(2) promoting the ability of Indian Tribes
and Tribal organizations to protect, con-
serve, and enhance populations of buffalo
that are owned by Indian Tribes or Tribal or-
ganizations;

(3) promoting the development and use of
buffalo and buffalo habitat for the maximum
practicable benefit of Indian Tribes and Trib-
al organizations; and

(4) promoting the inclusion of Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations in Depart-
ment, international, national, regional, and
local decision making and forums regarding
buffalo and buffalo habitat.

(b) CONTRACTS AND GRANTS AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter
into contracts and cooperative agreements
with, and award grants to, Indian Tribes and
Tribal organizations to enable the Indian
Tribes and Tribal organizations—

(A) to plan, conduct, or implement a buf-
falo restoration or management program;

(B) to plan and execute commercial activi-
ties related to buffalo or buffalo products;

(C) to support the use and deployment of
mobile Tribal or Tribal organization meat
processing facilities; or

(D) to carry out other activities relating to
buffalo restoration and management.

(2) NO DIMINISHMENT OF LAWS AND REGULA-
TIONS.—Nothing in this subsection dimin-
ishes any Federal or State law (including
regulations) regarding diseased buffalo or
buffalo that escape from Indian land.

(c) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary
shall provide technical assistance to an In-
dian Tribe or Tribal organization that enters
into a contract or cooperative agreement or
receives a grant under this section to assist
the Indian Tribe or Tribal organization in—

(1) carrying out the activities of a buffalo
or buffalo habitat restoration or manage-
ment program; and

(2) implementing the activities described
in subparagraphs (A) through (D) of sub-
section (b)(1).

SEC. 5. CONSULTATION; COORDINATION.

(a) CONSULTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, and
on an ongoing basis thereafter, the Secretary
shall consult with Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations on initiatives of the Depart-
ment that affect buffalo or buffalo habitat,
including efforts of the Department to con-
tain or eradicate diseased buffalo.

(b) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall de-
velop a policy relating to buffalo and buffalo
habitat management activities on Indian
land, in accordance with—

(1) the goals and objectives described in
buffalo management programs approved by
Indian Tribes; and

(2) Tribal laws and ordinances.

SEC. 6. PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall not disclose or cause
to be disclosed any information provided to
the Secretary by an Indian Tribe or Tribal
organization that is identified by the Indian
Tribe or Tribal organization as culturally
sensitive, proprietary, or otherwise confiden-
tial.

SEC. 7. BUFFALO FROM FEDERAL LAND.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may enter
into an agreement with an Indian Tribe or
Tribal organization to dispose of surplus buf-
falo on Federal land administered by the De-
partment, as applicable, by transporting
such buffalo onto Indian land.

(b) APPLICATION.—An Indian Tribe or Trib-
al organization may submit to the Secretary
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an application to receive buffalo described in
subsection (a) at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

(c) WAIVER OF CHARGES.—The Secretary
may waive any charges for the buffalo de-
scribed in subsection (a), including any de-
posit or payment for services as described in
section 10.2 of title 36, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or any successor regulation).

SEC. 8. TREATY RIGHTS RETAINED.

Nothing in this Act alters, modifies, dimin-
ishes, or extinguishes the treaty rights of
any Indian Tribe.

SEC. 9. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary to carry out this Act
$14,000,000 for fiscal year 2024 and each fiscal
year thereafter.

SEC. 10. SUNSET.

The authority provided by this Act ceases

to be effective on December 31, 2031.

SA 3325. Mr. SCHUMER (for Ms.
SINEMA) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 59, to implement merit-based re-
forms to the civil service hiring system
that replace degree-based hiring with
skills- and competency-based hiring; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chance to
Compete Act of 2024,

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

(a) AMENDATORY DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3304 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (b)
through (g) as subsections (h) through (m),
respectively;

(B) by redesignating subsection (a) as sub-
section (b); and

(C) by inserting before subsection (b), as so
redesignated, the following:

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ means an
Executive agency.

‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means
the Director of the Office.

‘“(3) EXAMINATION.—The term ‘examina-
tion’ means the process by which an appli-
cant demonstrates knowledge, skills, abili-
ties, and competencies.

‘“(4) EXAMINING AGENCY.—The term ‘exam-
ining agency’ means—

‘“(A) the Office; or

‘“(B) an agency to which the Director has
delegated examining authority under section
1104(a)(2).

‘(6) OFFICE.—The term ‘Office’ means the
Office of Personnel Management.

‘“(6) PASSING SCORE.—The term ‘passing
score’ means a minimum acceptable score or
rating, consistent with applicable law, that
may include a quantitative or qualitative as-
sessment that an applicant can pass or fail.

“(7T) RELEVANT COMMITTEES.—The term ‘rel-
evant committees’ means—

““(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and

‘“(B) the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives.

‘“(8) SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT.—The term
‘subject matter expert’ means an employee
or selecting official—

““(A) who possesses an understanding of the
duties of, and knowledge, skills, and abilities
required for, the position for which the em-
ployee or selecting official is developing or
administering an examination; and

‘(B) whom the delegated examining unit of
the examining agency that employs the em-
ployee or selecting official designates to as-
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sist in the development and administration
of technical assessments.

“(9) TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT.—The term
‘technical assessment’ means a position-spe-
cific tool that is relevant to the position for
which the tool is developed that—

‘“(A) allows for the demonstration of job-
related skills, abilities, knowledge, and com-
petencies;

‘“(B) is based upon a job analysis; and

‘“(C) does not solely include or principally
rely upon a self-assessment from an auto-
mated examination.”.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE.—Part IIT
of title 5, United States Code, is amended—

(i) in chapter 33—

(D) in section 3302(2), by striking ‘‘3304(a)”’
and inserting ‘‘3304(b)’’; and

(IT) in section 3330a(a)(1)(B), by striking
€¢3304(f)(1)” and inserting ‘3304(1)(1)”’; and

(ii) in section 9810(b), by striking ‘‘3304(b)”’
and inserting ‘‘3304(h)”’.

(B) ACT TO ESTABLISH A COMMISSION ON SE-
CURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE.—Section
8(d)(2) of the Act entitled, ‘“An Act to estab-
lish a Commission on Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe’, approved June 3, 1976 (22
U.S.C. 3008(d)(2)) is amended by striking
¢¢3304(c)(1)”’ and inserting ‘‘3304(i)(1)”’.

(C) U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS ACT OF 2000.—Sec-
tion 308(e)(2) of the U.S.-China Relations Act
of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 6918(e)(2)) is amended by
striking ¢¢3304(c)(1)” and inserting
£43304(1)(1)”’.

(D) ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND SECURITY
ACT OF 2007.—Section 136(i)(1) of the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42
U.S.C. 17013(i)(1)) is amended by striking
£‘3304(a)(3)”’ and inserting *3304(b)(3)”’.

(E) SUBSECTION HEADINGS.—Section 3304 of
title 5, United States Code, as amended by
paragraph (1) of this subsection, is amend-
ed—

(i) in subsection (b),
President” and inserting
President’’;

(ii) in subsection (h), by striking ‘“‘An indi-
vidual” and inserting ‘‘EXAMINATION OR EX-
CEPTION REQUIRED.—An individual’’;

(iii) in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘(1) For
the purpose’ and inserting ‘‘TECHNICIANS.—
(1) For the purpose’’;

(iv) in subsection (j), by striking ‘“The Of-
fice”” and inserting ‘‘CONSIDERATION OF EXPE-
RIENCE.—The office’’;

(v) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘Employ-
ees” and inserting ‘‘USE OF PUBLIC BUILD-
INGS.—Employees’’; and

(vi) in subsection (1), by striking ‘(1) Pref-
erence eligibles or veterans’” and inserting
“PREFERENCE ELIGIBLES AND VETERANS.—(1)
Preference eligibles or veterans’.

(b) FREESTANDING DEFINITIONS.—In this
Act—

(1) each term that is defined in section
3304(a) of title 5, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a) of this section, shall
have the meaning given the term in such sec-
tion 3304(a); and

(2) the term ‘‘competitive service” has the
meaning given the term in section 2102 of
title 5, United States Code.

SEC. 3. MODERNIZING FEDERAL HIRING.

Section 3304 of title 5, United States Code,
is amended by inserting after subsection (b),
as redesignated by section 2, the following:

“(c) EXAMINATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of test-
ing applicants for appointment for a posi-
tion, or class of positions, in the competitive
service, an examining agency shall conduct
an examination pursuant to subsection (b).

““(2) INTERIM EXAMINATION PERIOD.—

‘““(A) PREFERENCE FOR TECHNICAL ASSESS-
MENT.—During the 3-year period beginning

by striking ‘‘The
“RULES.—The
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on the date of enactment of the Chance to
Compete Act of 2024, an examining agency
shall preference the use of a technical assess-
ment, to the maximum extent practicable, to
assess the job-related skills, abilities, knowl-
edge, and competencies of an applicant for a
position in the competitive service.

‘“(B) USE OF ALTERNATIVE ASSESSMENT.—
During the 3-year period beginning on the
date of enactment of the Chance to Compete
Act of 2024, if an examining agency deter-
mines that the use of a technical assessment
to assess the job-related skills, abilities,
knowledge, and competencies of an applicant
for a position in the competitive service is
not practicable, the examining agency may
use an alternative assessment for that pur-
pose if the examining agency includes a brief
description of the rationale for the use of the
alternative assessment in the job posting.

¢“(3) TRANSITION PLANNING.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later 18 months
after the date of enactment of the Chance to
Compete Act of 2024, the Director shall sub-
mit to the relevant committees a plan to
transition Federal hiring practices to adopt
technical assessments in accordance with
subsection (d), which shall include—

‘(i) the prioritization of—

‘(D job classifications; and

““(IT) resource requirements; and

‘“(ii) a timeline for full implementation of
the transition.

‘(B) ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION.—In devel-
oping the plan under subparagraph (A), the
Director shall consult with, at minimum—

‘(i) the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

‘‘(ii) the Chair of the Chief Human Capital
Officers Council;

‘‘(iii) employee representatives; and

“(iv) relevant external stakeholders.

‘“(4) IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNICAL ASSESS-
MENTS.—

“(A) IMPLEMENTATION OF PLAN.—Not later
than 3 years after the date of enactment of
the Chance to Compete Act of 2024, the Di-
rector shall implement the plan submitted
under paragraph (3).

‘“(B) ADOPTION OF TECHNICAL ASSESS-
MENTS.—On and after the date that is 3 years
after the date of enactment of the Chance to
Compete Act of 2024, an examining agency
shall use a technical assessment to examine
applicants for positions in the competitive
service in accordance with subsection (d).

¢(C) WAIVER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirement under
subparagraph (B) shall not apply to an exam-
ining agency with respect to a particular job
series if—

‘(I) the examining agency determines that
use of a technical assessment is impracti-
cable for the job series; and

‘“(IT) the head of the examining agency sub-
mits to the Director and the relevant com-
mittees a certification that use of the tech-
nical assessment is impracticable, which cer-
tification shall include—

‘‘(aa) identification of the job series;

‘“(bb) identification of the number of posi-
tions that are included in the job series with-
in the agency for which the examining agen-
cy is conducting examinations; and

‘‘(cc) a description of the rationale for the
determination.

‘(ii) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVER.—A waiver
under this subparagraph shall be effective for
the period—

‘“(I) beginning on the date that is 1 day
after the date on which the applicable cer-
tification is submitted under clause (i)(II);
and

‘“(II) ending on the date that is 3 years
after the date on which the applicable cer-
tification is submitted under clause (i)(II).

¢(iii) NO DELEGATION OF CERTIFICATION AU-
THORITY.—The head of an examining agency
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may not delegate the authority to submit a
certification under clause (i)(II).

“‘(d) TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of con-
ducting an examination for a position in the
competitive service, an individual who is de-
termined by an examining agency to be a
subject matter expert in the subject and job
field of the position may—

‘“(A) develop, in partnership with human
resources employees of the examining agen-
Ccy, a position-specific assessment that is rel-
evant to the position, based on job analysis,
which may include—

‘(i) a structured interview;

‘‘(ii) a work-related exercise;

‘‘(iii) a custom or generic procedure used
to measure an applicant’s employment or ca-
reer-related qualifications and interests; or

‘‘(iv) another assessment that—

“(I) allows for the demonstration of job-re-
lated technical skills, abilities, and knowl-
edge; and

“(IT1) is relevant to the position for which
the assessment is developed; and

‘(B) administer the assessment developed
under subparagraph (A) to—

‘(i) determine whether an applicant for the
position has a passing score to be qualified
for the position; or

‘“(ii) rank applicants for the position for
category rating purposes under section 3319.

‘(2) FEASIBILITY STUDY ON SHARING AND
CUSTOMIZATION OF ASSESSMENT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of
the Chance to Compete Act of 2024, the Di-
rector shall—

‘“(A) conduct a feasibility study that exam-
ines the practicability, including a cost ben-
efit analysis, of—

‘(i) the sharing of technical assessments
by an examining agency with another exam-
ining agency;

‘“(ii) mechanisms for each examining agen-
cy to maintain appropriate control over ex-
amination material that is shared by the ex-
amining agency as described in clause (i);

“‘(iii) limits on customization of a tech-
nical assessment that is shared as described
in clause (i) and mechanisms to ensure that
the resulting technical assessment satisfies
the requirements under part 300 of title 5,
Code of Federal Regulations (or any suc-
cessor regulation); and

‘“(iv) the development of an online plat-
form on which examining agencies can share
and customize technical assessments as de-
scribed in this subparagraph; and

‘(B) submit to the relevant committees a
report on the study conducted under sub-
paragraph (A).

‘‘(e) FEDERAL AGENCY TALENT TEAMS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—ADN agency may establish
1 or more agency talent teams, including at
the component level.

‘“(2) DUTIES.—An agency talent team shall
provide hiring support to the agency, includ-
ing by—

““(A) improving examinations;

“(B) facilitating the writing of job an-
nouncements for the competitive service;

¢“(C) sharing high-quality certificates of el-
igible applicants; and

(D) facilitating hiring for the competitive
service using examinations.

“(f) OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT
TALENT TEAM.—The Director may establish a
Federal talent team to support agency talent
teams by—

‘(1) facilitating hiring actions across the
Federal Government;

“(2) providing training;

‘“(3) creating tools and guides to facilitate
hiring for the competitive service; and

‘‘(4) developing technical assessments.

“(g) RULEMAKING.—The Director shall pro-
mulgate such regulations as are necessary to
implement and interpret this section.”.
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SEC. 4. COMPETITIVE SERVICE CANDIDATE HIR-
ING AND REFORM.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall con-
duct a review of examinations for hiring for
each position in the competitive service that
an examining agency has determined re-
quires a minimum educational requirement
because the position is of a scientific, tech-
nical, or professional nature pursuant to sec-
tion 3308 of title 5, United States Code, to de-
termine whether data, evidence, or other in-
formation justifies the need for educational
requirements for the position.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Director shall consult with, at
minimum—

(A) agencies, as deemed appropriate by the
Director;

(B) employee representatives;

(C) external experts; and

(D) relevant stakeholders.

(b) REPORT ON HIRING PRACTICES.—Not
later than 1 year after the date of enactment
of this Act, the Director shall submit to the
relevant committees recommendations to
amend the hiring practices of examining
agencies in accordance with the findings of
the review conducted under subsection (a)(1).
SEC. 5. REPORTS.

(a) IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each
year thereafter ending with the fifth publica-
tion and submission of the report, the Direc-
tor shall publish on a public-facing website,
and submit to the relevant committees, a re-
port that—

(A) examines the progress of examining
agencies in implementing the requirements
of this Act and the amendments made by
this Act; and

(B) identifies any significant difficulties
encountered in the implementation de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

(2) INCLUSION IN ANNUAL REPORT.—The Di-
rector may include the report required under
paragraph (1) as an addendum to the report
required under subsection (b).

(3) DELAYED REPORTING.—If the Director is
unable to publish and submit the report
within the timeline required under para-
graph (1), the Director shall publish on a
public-facing website, and submit to the rel-
evant committees, a mnotification of the
delay that—

(A) provides a reason for the delay; and

(B) advises the public and the relevant
committees of the anticipated date of publi-
cation and submission of the report.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each
year thereafter, the Director shall publish on
a public-facing website and submit to the
relevant committees a report that, with re-
spect to categories of positions in the com-
petitive service for which an examining
agency examined applicants during the ap-
plicable period, includes—

(A) the type of examination used; and

(B) summary data from examinations that
are closed, audited, and anonymous on the
use of examinations for the competitive
service, including technical assessments.

(2) DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS.—In carrying
out paragraph (1), the Director shall break
the data down by applicant demographic in-
dicators to facilitate direct comparability
and trendline comparisons to data available
as of October 1, 2020, as a baseline.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Director may only publish and
submit to the relevant committees data re-
lating to examinations for which—

(A) the related announcement is closed;

(B) certificates have been audited; and

(C) all hiring processes are completed.
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(4) DELAYED REPORTING.—If the Director is
unable to publish and submit the report
within the timeline required under para-
graph (1), the Director shall publish on a
public-facing website, and submit to the rel-
evant committees, a mnotification of the
delay that—

(A) provides a reason for the delay; and

(B) advises the public and the relevant
committees of the anticipated date of publi-
cation and submission of the report.

(¢) PROVISION OF DATA BY AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall issue guidance to examining
agencies regarding the data that the Direc-
tor needs from the examining agencies in
order to comply with subsections (a) and (b).

(2) REPORTING TIMELINES.—Each examining
agency shall provide the data outlined in the
guidance issued by the Director under para-
graph (1) on a quarterly basis.

SEC. 6. GAO REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall submit to Con-
gress a report that—

(1) assesses the implementation of this Act
and the amendments made by this Act;

(2) assesses the impact of modifications
made by this Act to the hiring process for
the competitive service under section 3304 of
title 5, United States Code; and

(3) makes recommendations for the im-
provement of the hiring process for the com-
petitive service.

SEC. 7. EVALUATION FOR POTENTIAL UPDATES
OR REVISIONS TO GOVERNMENT-
WIDE SYSTEMS OF RECORDS AT THE
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGE-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Director shall evaluate whether the Govern-
ment-wide system of records notices, the
OPM/GOVT-5 Recruiting, Examining, and
Placement Records, and the OPM/GOVT-6
Personnel Research and Test Validation
Records, or any successor materials thereto,
require updating or revision in order to sup-
port the implementation of this Act and the
amendments made by this Act.

(b) ISSUANCE OF UPDATES OR REVISIONS; NO-
TICE TO CONGRESS.—If the Director deter-
mines under subsection (a) that any updates
or revisions are necessary, the Director, in
accordance with section 552a of title 5,
United States Code (commonly known as the
“Privacy Act”’), shall promptly—

(1) issue the updates or revisions; and

(2) notify the relevant committees.

SA 3326. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MORAN (for himself and Mr. TESTER))
proposed an amendment to the bill S.
2513, to amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve benefits administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans
Benefits Improvement Act of 2024”’.

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENT OF PUBLICATION OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
DISABILITY BENEFIT QUESTION-
NAIRE FORMS.

Section 5101 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1)(A), by inserting ‘‘, in-
cluding (except as provided in paragraph
(4)(A)) all disability benefit questionnaire
forms available to personnel of the Veterans
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Health Administration and covered non-De-
partment providers for the completion of ex-
aminations with respect to medical dis-
ability of applicants for benefits under laws
administered by the Secretary’ before the
semicolon; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘““(4)(A) The Secretary may exclude from
publication under clauses (i) and (ii) of para-
graph (1)(A) any form described in subpara-
graph (B) of this paragraph that the Sec-
retary determines could not reasonably be
completed to a clinically acceptable stand-
ard by someone not an employee or a con-
tractor of the Department.

“(B) A form described in this subparagraph
is a form that—

‘(i) was available or in use at any time
after the date of the enactment of the Vet-
erans Benefits Improvement Act of 2024; and

‘‘(ii) has not been published under para-
graph (1).

“(C) The Secretary shall include on the
same internet website as the website on
which forms are published under paragraph
(1)(A) a list of forms that have been excluded
from publication pursuant to subparagraph
(A), and for each such form, a justification
for the exclusion of the form from publica-
tion.”’; and

(2) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘“(3) The term ‘covered non-Department
provider’ means a medical provider who is
not an employee of the Department and who
provides examinations with respect to med-
ical disability of applicants for benefits
under laws administered by the Secretary
pursuant to a contract with the Depart-
ment.”.

SEC. 3. IMPROVEMENT OF PROVISION OF MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS BY
CONTRACTORS.

(a) REPORT ON IMPROVING REIMBURSEMENT
FOR TRAVEL RELATING TO MEDICAL DIs-
ABILITY EXAMINATIONS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, after
consulting with the Secretary of State and
the Commissioner of the Social Security Ad-
ministration, shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a report on the
efforts of the Secretary to reimburse vet-
erans for expenses incurred traveling to a fa-
cility of the Department or of a covered non-
Department provider incident to an exam-
ination with respect to the medical dis-
ability of the veteran for purposes of benefits
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary, regardless of whether the facility is
located inside or outside the United States.

(b) COMMUNICATION BY NON-DEPARTMENT
PROVIDERS PROVIDING MEDICAL DISABILITY
EXAMINATIONS WITH INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANI-
ZATIONS DESIGNATED FOR PREPARATION, PRES-
ENTATION, AND PROSECUTION OF CLAIMS.—Any
contract entered into by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act under which a covered non-
Department provider agrees to provide ex-
aminations with respect to medical dis-
ability for applicants for benefits under the
laws administered by the Secretary, shall in-
clude a requirement that every communica-
tion from the covered non-Department pro-
vider to such an applicant regarding the
scheduling of a covered medical disability
examination be contemporaneously trans-
mitted to any person or organization—

(1) designated by the applicant by a power
of attorney filed with the Secretary; and

(2) recognized under sections 5902, 5903, and
5904 of title 38, United States Code, for the
preparation, presentation, and prosecution of
claims.

(c) DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
OUTREACH REGARDING CONTACT INFORMATION

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

FOR CONTRACTORS PROVIDING COVERED MED-
ICAL DISABILITY EXAMINATIONS.—Not later
than 120 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
in partnership with veterans service organi-
zations and such other stakeholders as the
Secretary considers relevant and appro-
priate, shall implement an outreach program
to provide veterans with the following infor-
mation:

(1) Contact information for covered non-
Department providers that provide examina-
tions with respect to medical disability of
applicants for benefits under laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary, including the tele-
phone numbers such providers may use to
contact veterans.

(2) Notice of the requirement for a veteran
to provide personally identifiable informa-
tion to such a provider when contacted in
order to verify the identity of the veteran.

(d) COVERED NON-DEPARTMENT PROVIDER.—
In this section, the term ‘‘covered non-De-
partment provider” means a medical pro-
vider who is not an employee of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and who provides
examinations with respect to medical dis-
ability of applicants for benefits under laws
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs pursuant to a contract with the De-
partment.

SEC. 4. REPORT ON SUPPORTING GOVERN-
MENTAL VETERANS SERVICE OFFI-
CERS WHO PREPARE, PRESENT, AND
PROSECUTE BENEFITS CLAIMS BE-
FORE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and
after consulting veterans service organiza-
tions and such other stakeholders as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs considers relevant
and appropriate, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on improving the support by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs of covered gov-
ernmental veterans service officers.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report submitted
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing:

(1) An assessment of the feasibility, advis-
ability, and current technical limitations of
providing covered governmental veterans
service officers enhanced access to certain
Department systems to better serve veterans
those governmental service officers may not
have authorization to represent.

(2) An assessment as to whether the De-
partment would benefit from the establish-
ment or designation of an office or working
group within the Department to serve as an
intergovernmental liaison between the De-
partment and governmental veterans service
officers.

(3) Any other recommendations to improve
how the Department monitors, coordinates
with, or provides support to covered govern-
mental veterans service officers.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered governmental vet-
erans service officer’”” means an employee of
a State, county, municipal, or Tribal govern-
ment—

(A) who is recognized by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs as a representative of a vet-
erans service organization to serve as a vet-
erans service officer; and

(B) whose primary responsibilities include
preparing, presenting, and prosecuting before
the Department of Veterans Affairs claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary.

(2) The term ‘‘veterans service organiza-
tion” means an organization recognized by
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under section 5902 of title 38, United
States Code.
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SEC. 5. BOARD OF VETERANS’ APPEALS INTERN-
SHIP PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 71 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section:

“§7114. Internship program

‘“The Secretary shall establish a competi-
tive internship program of the Board for in-
dividuals enrolled in the first or second year
of law schools accredited by the American
Bar Association.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 71 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new item:
¢“7114. Internship program.’’.

(c) DEADLINE.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall establish the internship pro-
gram required by section 7114 of such title,
as added by subsection (a), not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

SEC. 6. BENEFITS FOR PARTICIPANTS IN CER-
TAIN PROGRAMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
carry out a program to furnish certain bene-
fits to covered participants.

(b) BENEFITS: STUDENT LOAN REPAYMENT;
REIMBURSEMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to an agreement
under paragraph (2), the Secretary shall pro-
vide to each covered attorney—

(A) student loan repayment benefits under
section 5379 of title 5, United States Code, in
the case of a covered attorney who is eligible
for such benefits; and

(B) reimbursement for the cost of—

(i) enrollment in a course designed to pre-
pare an individual for licensure to practice
law in a State;

(ii) sitting for a bar examination in a
State; and

(iii) annual dues required to maintain
membership in the bar of any State.

(2) AGREEMENT.—The Secretary shall enter
into an agreement with a covered attorney
who will receive benefits under paragraph
(1). Each such agreement shall specify that—

(A) the covered attorney agrees to remain
in the service of the Department for a period
of not less than three years, unless involun-
tarily separated; and

(B) if separated involuntarily on account of
misconduct, or voluntarily, before the end of
the period specified in the agreement, the
covered attorney shall repay to the United
States the amount of any benefits received
by the covered participant under paragraph
.

(c) PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVI-
TIES.—

(1) MENTORSHIP.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which an individual be-
comes a covered participant, the Secretary
shall assign the covered participant a men-
tor who is an employee of the Department
who is—

(A) to the extent practicable, a managerial
employee; and

(B) outside the participant’s chain of com-
mand.

(2) ASSIGNMENTS.—At the election of a cov-
ered participant who has completed at least
two years of service to the Department, the
Secretary shall assign such covered partici-
pant to:

(A) The Office of General Counsel, in a po-
sition—

(i) that includes full-time legal responsibil-
ities in order to further the professional de-
velopment of the covered participant; and

(ii) for a period of not less than 120 days
and not more than 180 days, or longer at the
discretion of the Secretary.
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(B) In the case of a covered participant
who has already held a position described in
subparagraph (A), an assignment described
in clauses (i) and (ii) of such subparagraph
with the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.

(3) OTHER ROTATIONAL ASSIGNMENTS.—The
Secretary may provide a covered participant
one or more other short-term rotational as-
signments. Such an assignment shall be for a
period of not less than 30 days and not more
than 180 days, at the discretion of the Sec-
retary.

(d) PERIODIC REPORTS.—

(1) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than
three years after the date on which the Sec-
retary begins to carry out the program under
this section, and not less frequently than
once every three years thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives regarding such program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing elements:

(A) Costs to the United States to provide
benefits under subsection (b).

(B) The rates of retention of covered par-
ticipants compared to other employees of
the Department.

(C) Recommendations of the Secretary re-
garding legislative or administrative action
to improve such program.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered attorney’ means an
individual who—

(A) is a covered participant;

(B) has graduated from a law school ac-
credited by the American Bar Association;
and

(C) is a member in good standing of the bar
of a State.

(2) The term ‘‘covered participant’” means
an individual who participates in—

(A) the Honors Attorney Program (or suc-
cessor program) of the Office of General
Counsel of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; or

(B) the Law Clerk Program (or successor
program) of the Board of Veterans’ Appeals.

(3) The term ‘‘State” has the meaning
given such term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 7. INCREASE IN ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY
EXPANSION OF UNITED STATES
COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS
CLAIMS.

Section 7253(i) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Subject to paragraph (2),
effective as of December 31, 2009’’ and insert-
ing ‘““(A) Subject to paragraph (2), effective
during the period beginning on December 31,
2009, and ending on the date of the enact-
ment of the Veterans Benefits Improvement
Act of 2024”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(B) Subject to paragraph (2), effective as
of the date of the enactment of the Veterans
Benefits Improvement Act of 2024, the au-
thorized number of judges of the Court speci-
fied in subsection (a) is increased by three.”’;
and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘January
1, 2026’ and inserting ‘‘January 1, 2028”°.

SEC. 8. REPORT ON IMPROVING ACCESS TO
BOARD OF VETERANS’ APPEALS
TELEHEARINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on improving access to hearings before
the Board of Veterans’ Appeals held by pic-
ture and voice transmission.
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(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) Recommendations on the feasibility
and advisability of reimbursing veterans for
expenses incurred for travel from the home
of a veteran to the location at which a hear-
ing before the Board of Veterans’ Appeals is
held by picture and voice transmission, if the
Secretary determines that travel to such lo-
cation is reasonably necessary for such a
hearing.

(2) Recommendations on establishment of
pilot programs to assess the feasibility and
advisability of using other methods that
could improve veteran access to hearings be-
fore the Board of Veterans’ Appeals held by
picture and voice transmission from a vet-
eran’s home.

(3) Such other recommendations to im-
prove access to hearings before the Board of
Veterans’ Appeals held by picture and voice
transmission as the Secretary may receive
from stakeholders.

SA 3237. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
MORAN (for himself and Mr. TESTER))
proposed an amendment to the bill S.
141, to amend title 38, United States
Code, to improve certain programs of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for
home and community based services
for veterans, and for other purposes; as
follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘““Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century
Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improve-
ment Act”.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.

TITLE I-HEALTH CARE MATTERS
Subtitle A—Veterans Community Care
Program Matters
Sec. 101. Implementation of provision of
care under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program upon deter-
mination of eligibility by vet-
eran and veteran’s referring cli-

nician.

Outreach regarding care and serv-
ices under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program.

Annual review and report on waiv-
ers of certain payment rates
under Veterans Community
Care Program.

Modification of requirements for
standards for quality of care
from Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Pilot program to improve adminis-
tration of care under Veterans
Community Care Program.

Pilot program on consolidating ap-
proval process of Department of
Veterans Affairs for covered
dental care.

Strategic plan on value-based
health care system for Veterans
Health Administration; pilot
program.

Plan on adoption of certain health
information standards for De-
partment of Veterans Affairs
and certain health care pro-
viders.

Report on use of value-based reim-
bursement models under Vet-
erans Community Care Pro-
gram.

Inspector General assessment of
implementation of Veterans
Community Care Program.

Sec. 102.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 107.

Sec. 108.

Sec. 109.

Sec. 110.
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Sec. 111. Comptroller General report on den-
tistry under Veterans Commu-
nity Care Program.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Nursing
Home and Other Long Term Care and Fam-
ily Caregivers

Sec. 120. Increase of expenditure cap for non-
institutional care alternatives
to nursing home care.

Coordination with Program of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly.

Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants or
contracts to entities to improve
provision of mental health sup-
port to family caregivers of vet-
erans.

Home- and community-based serv-
ices: programs.

Coordination with assistance and
support services for caregivers.

Improvements to program of com-
prehensive assistance for fam-
ily caregivers.

Improvements relating to Home-
maker and Home Health Aide
program.

Pilot program to furnish assisted
living services to certain vet-
erans.

Provision of medicine, equipment,
and supplies available to De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to
State homes.

Recognition of organizations and
individuals to assist veterans,
family members, and caregivers
navigating programs and serv-
ices of Veterans Health Admin-
istration.

Reviews and other improvements
relating to home- and commu-
nity-based services.

GAO report on mental health sup-
port for caregivers.

Development of centralized website
for program information.

Sec. 133. Definitions.

Subtitle C—Medical Treatment and Other
Matters

Sec. 140. Quarterly report on referrals for
non-Department of Veterans
Affairs health care.

Elimination of certain require-
ments for certain Department
of Veterans Affairs Assistant
Under Secretaries.

Modification of pay limitation for
physicians, podiatrists, optom-
etrists, and dentists of Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Reimbursement of ambulance cost
for care for certain rural vet-
erans.

Pilot program to furnish dental
care from the Department of
Veterans Affairs to certain vet-
erans diagnosed with ischemic
heart disease.

Documentation of preferences of
veterans for scheduling of ap-
pointments for health care
under laws administered by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Staffing model and performance
metrics for certain employees
of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

Online health education portal for
veterans enrolled in patient en-
rollment system of Department
of Veterans Affairs.

Limitation on detail of directors of
medical centers of Department
of Veterans Affairs to different
positions.

National Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Annual Report.

Sec. 121.

Sec. 122.

Sec. 123.

Sec. 124.

Sec. 125.

Sec. 126.

Sec. 127.

Sec. 128.

Sec. 129.

Sec. 130.

Sec. 131.

Sec. 132.

Sec. 141.

Sec. 142.

Sec. 143.

Sec. 144.

Sec. 145.

Sec. 146.

147.

Sec.

Sec. 148.

Sec. 149.
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Sec

Sec

Sec

Sec

. 150. Report on physical infrastructure
required by medical facilities of
Department of Veterans Affairs
to provide dental care services.

. 1561. Comptroller General report on cer-
tain oral health care programs
under laws administered by
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

. 152. Review of workflows associated
with processing referrals be-
tween facilities of the Veterans
Health Administration.

. 163. Plan for timely scheduling of ap-
pointments at medical facili-
ties of Department of Veterans
Affairs.

. 154. Authorization of appropriations to
support initiatives for mobile
mammography services for vet-
erans.

TITLE II-ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

MATTERS
Subtitle A—Educational Assistance

201. Temporary expansion of eligibility
for Marine Gunnery Sergeant
John David Fry Scholarship.

202. Removal of expiration on entitle-
ment to Marine Gunnery Ser-
geant John David Fry Scholar-
ship for surviving spouses.

Sole liability for transferred edu-
cational assistance by an indi-
vidual who fails to complete a
service agreement.

Notice to educational institutions
of risk-based surveys.

Relationship of participation by an
educational institution in cer-
tain Federal student financial
aid programs to approval of
such institution for purposes of
Department of Veterans Affairs
educational assistance pro-
grams.

Expansion of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs oversight of cer-
tain educational institutions.

Requirement that educational in-
stitutions approved for pur-
poses of Department of Vet-
erans Affairs educational as-
sistance programs provide dig-
ital official transcripts.

Payment of full monthly housing
stipend for veterans enrolled in
final semester using edu-
cational assistance under Post-
9/11 Educational Assistance
Program.

Modification of rules for approval
of commercial driver education
programs for purposes of edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Provision of certificates of eligi-
bility and award letters using
electronic means.

Retroactive effective date of law
regarding charge to entitle-
ment to educational assistance
for individuals who do not
transfer credits from certain
closed or disapproved programs
of education.

Department of Veterans Affairs
high technology program.

Notice of changes to Department of
Veterans Affairs policies and
guidance affecting the edu-
cational assistance programs of
the Department.

Payment of VA educational assist-
ance via electronic fund trans-
fer to a foreign institution of
higher education.

203.

204.

205.

206.

207.

208.

209.

210.

211.

212.

213.

214.
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Sec. 215. Improving transparency and ac-
countability of educational in-
stitutions for purposes of vet-
erans educational assistance.

Subtitle B—Employment and Training

Sec. 221. Improvements to reemployment
rights of members of the Armed
Forces.

Review of investigations manual of
Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service.

Warrior Training
Course.

Subtitle C—Home Loans

Improvements to program for di-
rect housing loans made to Na-
tive American veterans by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending
program.

TITLE III—DISABILITY AND MEMORIAL
AFFAIRS MATTERS

Sec. 301. Burial allowance for certain vet-
erans who die at home while in
receipt of hospice care fur-
nished by Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

Authority for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to award grants to
States and Indian Tribes to im-
prove outreach to veterans.

Definition of surviving spouse.

Ensuring only licensed health care
professionals perform medical
disability examinations under
certain Department of Veterans
Affairs pilot program.

Provision of information regarding
an agent or attorney to a li-
censed health care professional
who performs a medical dis-
ability examination under cer-
tain Department of Veterans
Affairs pilot program.

Modernization of Department of
Veterans Affairs disability ben-
efit questionnaires.

Department of Veterans Affairs
automatic processing of certain
claims for temporary disability
ratings.

TITLE IV—HOMELESSNESS MATTERS

Sec. 401. Short title.

Sec. 402. Per diem payments provided by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs
for services furnished to home-
less veterans.

403. Authorization for Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to use certain
funds for improved flexibility in
assistance to homeless vet-
erans.

404. Access to Department of Veterans
Affairs telehealth services.

TITLE V—OVERSIGHT AND
INVESTIGATIONS MATTERS

501. Department of Veterans Affairs
employee training regarding Of-
fice of Inspector General.

502. Annual review of security at cov-
ered facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Sec. 503. Modification of certain housing

loan fees.
TITLE I—HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Veterans Community Care
Program Matters

SEC. 101. IMPLEMENTATION OF PROVISION OF

CARE UNDER VETERANS COMMU-

NITY CARE PROGRAM UPON DETER-

MINATION OF ELIGIBILITY BY VET-

ERAN AND VETERAN’S REFERRING
CLINICIAN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the period speci-

fied in subsection (c¢), the Secretary of Vet-

Sec. 222.

Sec. 223. Advancement

Sec. 231.

Sec. 232.

Sec. 302.

303.
304.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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erans Affairs shall implement section
1703(d)(1)(E) of title 38, United States Code,
in compliance with the implementing regula-
tions for such section under section
17.4010(a)(b) of title 38, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, such that the determination of eligi-
bility for care is final and shall be made by
the veteran and the veteran’s referring clini-
cian.

(b) CORRECTION OF ERRORS.—A covered vet-
eran and the referring clinician of such vet-
eran may correct any errors made with re-
spect to a determination described in sub-
section (a).

(c) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—The period specified
in this subsection is the two-year period be-
ginning on the date that is 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year and
not later than two years after the com-
mencement of the period specified by sub-
section (c¢), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to Congress a report on the care
provided under section 1703(d)(1)(E) of title
38, United States Code, during the one-year
period preceding the date of the report, in-
cluding—

(1) the number of instances of care pro-
vided;

(2) the type of care provided; and

(3) the cost of such care.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
Secretary’s authority to prescribe, amend, or
rescind regulations under section 1703 of title
38, United States Code.

(f) COVERED VETERAN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered veteran’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1703(b) of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 102. OUTREACH REGARDING CARE AND
SERVICES UNDER VETERANS COM-
MUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (o) as sub-
section (p); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (n) the fol-
lowing new subsection (0):

““(0) OUTREACH REGARDING AVAILABILITY OF
CARE AND SERVICES.—(1) The Secretary shall
conduct outreach to inform veterans of the
following:

‘““(A) The conditions for care or services
under subsections (d) and (e).

‘“(B) How to request such care or services.

‘(C) How to appeal a denial of a request for
such care or services using the clinical ap-
peals process of the Veterans Health Admin-
istration.

‘(2) Upon enrollment of a veteran in the
system of annual patient enrollment estab-
lished and operated under section 1705 of this
title, and not less frequently than every two
years thereafter, the Secretary shall inform
the veteran of information described in para-
graph (1).

‘(8) The Secretary shall ensure that infor-
mation described in paragraph (1) is—

‘“(A) publicly displayed in each medical fa-
cility of the Department;

‘(B) prominently displayed on a website of
the Department; and

‘(C) included in other outreach campaigns
and activities conducted by the Secretary.’’.

(b) SOLID START PROGRAM.—Section
6320(a)(2)(A) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended by inserting ‘‘, including how to
enroll in the system of annual patient enroll-
ment established and operated under section
1705 of this title and the ability to seek care
and services under sections 1703 and 1710 of
this title’” before the semicolon.

(c) COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON OUT-
REACH.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
submit to Congress a report on the efforts of



December 12, 2024

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure
that veterans are informed of the conditions
for eligibility for care and services under
section 1703 of title 38, United States Code,
including such efforts to conduct outreach
pursuant to subsection (o) of such section (as
added by subsection (a)).
SEC. 103. ANNUAL REVIEW AND REPORT ON
WAIVERS OF CERTAIN PAYMENT
RATES UNDER VETERANS COMMU-
NITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1703 of title 38,
United States Code, is further amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (p) as sub-
section (q); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (o) the fol-
lowing new subsection (p):

“(p) ANNUAL REVIEW AND REPORT ON WAIV-
ERS OF PAYMENT RATES.—(1) On an annual
basis, the Secretary shall—

‘““(A) conduct a review of waivers of pay-
ment rates under subsection (i) for Third
Party Administrators to identify whether
such waivers help to alleviate community-
specific challenges, including scarcity of
medical services associated with access to
health care; and

‘(B) submit to Congress a report on the re-
sults of such review.

‘“(2) Each report under paragraph (1)(B)
shall include, with respect to the period cov-
ered by the report—

““(A) a statement, disaggregated by region,
of the total number of waivers described in
subparagraph (A) of such paragraph re-
quested by Third Party Administrators;

‘“(B) a statement of the total number of
such waivers that were—

‘(i) granted by the Secretary;

‘‘(ii) denied by the Secretary; or

‘‘(iii) withdrawn by a Third Party Adminis-
trator;

‘(C) a description of the process for the re-
view required under paragraph (1);

‘(D) a statement, disaggregated by region,
of the average time to process such waivers;

‘“(E) an assessment, disaggregated by re-
gion, of the extent to which such waivers
that were granted by the Secretary improved
access to health care for covered veterans;
and

‘“(F') a description of trends, if any, identi-
fied by the Secretary with respect to such
waivers.

‘“(3) In this subsection, the term ‘Third
Party Administrator’ has the meaning given
such term in section 1703B of this title.”’.

(b) DEADLINE.—The Secretary shall submit
the first report required under subsection (p)
of section 1703 of such title (as added by sub-
section (a)) not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 104. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR
STANDARDS FOR QUALITY OF CARE
FROM DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1703C of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking “In establishing” and in-
serting *“(A) In establishing’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(B) The Secretary shall ensure that the
standards for quality established under para-
graph (1) are comparable to industry stand-
ards to ensure there is adequate data trans-
ference between care furnished by the De-
partment and care furnished by a non-De-
partment provider.”’;

(B) in paragraph (3)(B), by adding at the
end the following new clause:

‘“‘(v) Outcomes relating to patient quality
of life.”’;

(C) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by striking ‘‘and the Centers for Medi-
care & Medicaid Services’ and inserting ‘‘the
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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services,
and the Indian Health Service’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and other nongovern-
mental entities’” and inserting ‘‘and other
non-governmental entities including Third
Party Administrators’’; and

(D) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting
the following new paragraphs:

‘“(5) When collecting, considering, and ap-
plying data related to patient care for pur-
poses of establishing standards for quality
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall en-
sure no metric is being over or under ana-
lyzed.

‘“(6) In establishing standards for quality
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall—

‘“(A) utilize the most up-to-date practices
for extracting and analyzing relevant data;

‘“(B) utilize all relevant data available to
the Secretary;

‘“(C) ensure the most efficient use of time
and resources related to the use of data sci-
entists employed by the Department; and

‘(D) collaborate, as appropriate, with enti-
ties specified in paragraph (4).

“(M(A) Not less frequently than once every
five years, the Secretary shall update the
standards for quality established under para-
graph (1) pursuant to the requirements for
the establishment of such standards under
this subsection.

‘(B) Not later than 30 days after any date
on which the Secretary updates, pursuant to
subparagraph (A), the standards for quality
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress a report on such updated standards for
quality.”; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(i) by striking ‘‘Not later than 1 year after
the date on which the Secretary establishes
standards for quality under subsection (a)”’
and inserting ‘‘Not less frequently than once
every three years’’; and

(ii) by inserting ‘‘pursuant to standards for
quality under subsection (a)’’ after ‘“‘medical
facilities of the Department’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘or up-
dates’ after ‘‘establishes’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR UPDATE.—The Secretary,
pursuant to paragraph (7) of section 1703C(a)
of title 38, United States Code (as added by
subsection (a)), shall make the first update
to the standards for quality established
under paragraph (1) of such section not later
than the date that is five years after the
date on which the Secretary submits the re-
port under paragraph (2) of subsection (d).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port on how the Secretary—

(1) has consulted with entities specified in
paragraph (4) of section 1703C(a) of title 38,
United States Code, before the date of the
enactment of this Act in establishing stand-
ards for quality under such section;

(2) has continued to consult with those en-
tities on and after such date of enactment;
and

(3) intends to leverage data sciences to im-
prove standards for quality care furnished by
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(d) UPDATES TO QUALITY CARE METRICS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on how the Secretary
plans to implement the amendments made
by subsections (a).

(2) DEADLINE; SUMMARY REPORT.—Not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(A) implement the amendments made by
subsection (a), including by updating the

S7015

standards for quality established under sec-
tion 1703C of title 38, United States Code; and

(B) submit to the appropriate committees
of Congress a report detailing the standards
for quality updated pursuant to such amend-
ments.

(e) AUDIT OF QUALITY CARE METRICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall enter
into one or more contracts with a non-De-
partment entity described in paragraph (2) to
conduct an audit on the quality of care from
the Department of Veterans Affairs, includ-
ing through non-Department health care
providers pursuant to section 1703 of title 38
United States Code.

(2) NON-DEPARTMENT ENTITY DESCRIBED.—A
non-Department entity described in this
paragraph is an entity that—

(A) specializes in analyzing large-scale or-
ganizational data collection and analysis ef-
forts, especially with respect to the health
care sector; and

(B) has experience and proven outcomes in
optimizing the accuracy and comprehensive-
ness of data collection and analysis related
to the quality of health care services.

(3) ELEMENTS.—The audit required under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) An assessment of the methodology used
by the Department to collect and assess data
on the quality of care furnished by the De-
partment, including any vulnerabilities in
such methodology.

(B) An assessment of the accuracy and reli-
ability of the data sources used by the De-
partment to compile data on the quality of
care furnished by the Department.

(C) The extent to which the standards the
Department uses to assess the quality of
care furnished by the Department are—

(i) comparable with industry standards;

(ii) easily accessible to, and understood
by—

(I) veterans;

(IT) employees of the Department; and

(ITI) other individuals, as the private sec-
tor entity considers appropriate.

(D) Any recommendations of such private
sector entity with respect to improvements
that the Secretary could administer to more
accurately capture the quality of care fur-
nished by the Department.

(4) REPORTS ON AUDIT.—

(A) REPORT ON FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Not later than 60 days after any date
on which a private sector entity described in
paragraph (2) completes an audit under para-
graph (1), such private sector entity shall
submit to the Secretary, the Committee on
Veterans’® Affairs of the Senate, and the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report that includes—

(i) the findings of such audit; and

(ii) recommendations of such private sec-
tor entity with respect to such audit.

(B) REPORT ON PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS.—
Not later than 60 days after any date on
which the Secretary receives a report under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on how the Secretary plans to improve
the standards for quality of care of the De-
partment.

(f) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” has the
meaning given such term in section 1703C of
title 38, United States Code.
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SEC. 105. PILOT PROGRAM TO IMPROVE ADMINIS-
TRATION OF CARE UNDER VET-
ERANS COMMUNITY CARE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Pursuant to section
1703E of title 38, United States Code, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, acting through
the Center for Innovation for Care and Pay-
ment established under such section, shall
carry out a pilot program to seek to develop
and implement a plan—

(1) to provide monetary and non-monetary
incentives to a covered health care pro-
vider—

(A) to allow the Secretary to see the sched-
uling system of the provider, to assess the
availability of, and to assist in scheduling
appointments for, veterans under the Vet-
erans Community Care Program under sec-
tion 1703 of such title, including through
synchronous, asynchronous, and asyn-
chronous assisted digital scheduling;

(B) to complete continuing professional
educational training available through the
VHA TRAIN program (Oor any successor pro-
gram or initiative) regarding veteran cul-
tural competency, the opioid safety initia-
tive (or any successor program or initiative),
and other subjects determined appropriate
by the Secretary;

(C) to improve methods of accounting for
non-Department training that is equivalent
or substantially similar to the continuing
professional educational training described
in subparagraph (B);

(D) to improve the rate of the timely re-
turn to the Secretary of medical record doc-
umentation for care or services provided
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram;

(E) to improve the timeliness and quality
of the delivery of care and services to vet-
erans under such program; and

(F') to achieve other objectives determined
appropriate by the Secretary; and

(2) to decrease the rate of no-show appoint-
ments under such program.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the establishment of the pilot
program under this section, and annually
thereafter during the term of the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report on the pilot program that in-
cludes, with respect to the period covered by
the report—

(1) an assessment of the extent to which—

(A) the system of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for scheduling appointments
for veterans under the Veterans Community
Care Program has improved;

(B) the rate of timely return to the Sec-
retary of medical record documentation de-
scribed in subparagraph (D) of subsection
(a)(1) has improved;

(C) the timeliness and quality of the deliv-
ery of care and services described in subpara-
graph (E) of such subsection has improved;
and

(D) the frequency of no-show appointments
described in paragraph (2) of such subsection
decreased;

(2) a list of the continuing professional
educational training courses under subpara-
graph (B) of such subsection available to cov-
ered health care providers;

(3) the rate of participation in such con-
tinuing professional education training
courses; and

(4) any other matter the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered health care pro-
vider’’ means a health care provider—

(A) described in subsection (c) of section
1703 of title 38, United States Code, that fur-
nishes care or services under the Veterans
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Community Care Program pursuant to a con-
tract or agreement with a Third Party Ad-
ministrator; or

(B) that otherwise furnishes care or serv-
ices outside of Department facilities pursu-
ant to a contract or agreement with the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The term ‘‘opioid safety initiative”’
means the programs, processes, and guide-
lines of the Veterans Health Administration
of the Department of Veterans Affairs relat-
ing to the management of opioid therapy and
chronic pain.

(3) The term ‘‘Third Party Administrator’’
means an entity that manages a network of
health care providers and performs adminis-
trative services related to such network
under section 1703 of such title.

(4) The term ‘“VHA TRAIN program’
means the free program of the Veterans
Health Administration that offers veteran-
specific continuing medical education
courses.

SEC. 106. PILOT PROGRAM ON CONSOLIDATING
APPROVAL PROCESS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR
COVERED DENTAL CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, acting
through the Center for Innovation for Care
and Payment established under section 1703E
of title 38, United States Code, shall carry
out a pilot program under which the Sec-
retary shall hire—

(1) general dentists at medical facilities of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to man-
age approval by the Department of treat-
ment plans requested by dental providers in
providing covered dental care; and

(2) dental specialists at Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks of the Department
to manage approval by the Department of
treatment plans for specialty dental care re-
quested by dental providers in providing cov-
ered dental care.

(b) LocATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out the pilot program in not fewer than two
Veterans Integrated Service Networks of the
Department.

(¢) REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the commencement of
such pilot program, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report on the pilot program, that in-
cludes—

(A) an identification of the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks participating in
such pilot program;

(B) a description of the implementation of
such pilot program;

(C) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to implementing such pilot pro-
gram;

(D) an assessment of the efficacy of hiring
general dentists and dental specialists pursu-
ant to such pilot program;

(E) aggregated feedback with respect to
such pilot program from dentists of the De-
partment in Veterans Integrated Service
Networks participating in such pilot pro-
gram; and

(F) aggregated feedback from dental pro-
viders providing covered dental care within
such Veterans Integrated Service Networks
regarding any changes in the timeliness of
treatment plan approvals by the Depart-
ment.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the date of the completion of such
pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on the pilot program that—

(A) includes, with respect to the period
covered by the report, each element of the
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report required under paragraph (1) described
in subparagraphs (A) through (F) of such
paragraph;

(B) includes recommendations of the Sec-
retary on whether the pilot program should
be—

(i) extended;

(ii) expanded; or

(iii) adopted throughout the Department;
and

(C) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(d) SUNSET.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under this section shall
terminate on the date that is two years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(e) COVERED DENTAL CARE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered dental care’”’
means dental care provided—

(1) under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code; or

(2) pursuant to a Veterans Care Agreement
under section 1703A of such title.

SEC. 107. STRATEGIC PLAN ON VALUE-BASED
HEALTH CARE SYSTEM FOR VET-
ERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION;
PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF WORKING GROUP.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish a working group on value-
based care; and

(B) submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Senate the strategic plan developed by
the working group pursuant to subsection
(b).

(2) MEMBERSHIP.—

(A) REQUIRED MEMBERS.—The working
group shall include, at a minimum, the fol-
lowing members:

(i) The Under Secretary for Health of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(ii) The Director of the Office of Mental
Health and Suicide Prevention of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (or any successor
office).

(iii) The Director of the Office of Inte-
grated Veteran Care of the Department (or
any successor office).

(iv) The Director of the Office of Rural
Health of the Department (or any successor
office).

(v) The Director of the Office of Connected
Care of the Department (or any successor of-
fice).

(vi) The Assistant Secretary for the Office
of Information Technology (or any successor
office).

(vii) The Chief Officer of the Office of
Healthcare Innovation and Learning of the
Office of Discovery, Education, and Affiliate
Networks of the Veterans Health Adminis-
tration (or any successor office).

(viii) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary from the Center for Innovation for
Care and Payment of the Department under
section 1703E of title 38, United States Code.

(ix) An individual designated by the Ad-
ministrator of the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services from the Center for Medi-
care and Medicaid Innovation.

(x) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from
the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy of
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration.

(xi) The Chief of Human Capital Manage-
ment for the Veterans Health Administra-
tion.

(xii) An individual designated by the Sec-
retary of Defense that is a representative of
the Defense Health Agency.

(xiii) An individual selected by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs from the special
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medical advisory group established under
section 7312 of title 38, United States Code.

(B) OPTIONAL MEMBERS.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs may appoint any of the fol-
lowing individuals as members of the work-
ing group:

(i) An individual representing the Health
and Medicine Division of the National Acad-
emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medi-
cine.

(ii) Three individuals representing a pri-
vate health care system that has made the
transition to value-based care.

(iii) Three individuals representing an or-
ganization recognized by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5902 of title
38, United States Code.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—AIll meetings de-
liberations, and products of the working
group shall be made publicly available
throughout the duration of the working
group, including to individuals representing
organizations recognized by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs under section 5902 of title
38, United States Code.

(4) EXEMPTION FROM FACA.—Chapter 10 of
title 5, United States Code, shall not apply
to the working group established under para-
graph (1).

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC PLAN.—The
working group shall develop a strategic plan
to implement value-based care into the Vet-
erans Health Administration that includes
the following:

(1) An identification of the state of the
Veterans Health Administration as of the
date of the enactment of this Act, including
an assessment of the current model of health
care delivery used by the Veterans Health
Administration in medical facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(2) An assessment of the capacity needs of
the Veterans Health Administration during
the five-year period beginning on the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(3) An analysis of the leadership of the Vet-
erans Health Administration, including an
assessment of leadership acumen and ability
to implement a clear, shared vision and ef-
fective change management and care coordi-
nation.

(4) An identification of goals for the future
of the Veterans Health Administration.

(5) An identification and classification of
the current capabilities, capacity, and gaps
in access and quality of the health care sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(6) An analysis of value-based care models,
including—

(A) a selection of potential models that
would best work for the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration;

(B) the capacity and capabilities of each
such model; and

(C) a thorough justification of the selec-
tion of each selected model, including a sum-
mary of the ability of such model to improve
the metrics described under paragraph (9).

(7) A definition of what quality means with
respect to—

(A) access to health care under the laws
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs; and

(B) delivery of such health care.

(8) A definition of what value means with
respect to care furnished by the Veterans
Health Administration,

(9) A system for measuring value within
the Veterans Health Administration that in-
cludes metrics for—

(A) outcomes;

(B) safety;

(C) service;

(D) access;

(E) productivity;

(F') capacity; and

(G) total cost of patient care.
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(10) With respect to the system described
in subparagraph (H), an analysis of variable
value with respect to patient outcomes
across different health care types and spe-
cialties.

(11) An assessment of—

(A) previous or ongoing assessments of the
current information technology infrastruc-
ture of the Veterans Health Administration,
including—

(i) such assessments conducted pursuant to
the Electronic Health Record Modernization
program of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs; and

(ii) any other ongoing information tech-
nology modernization programs of such De-
partment and any unimplemented relevant
recommendations from such assessments;

(B) the information technology infrastruc-
ture of the Veterans Health Administration
in effect as of the date of the enactment of
this Act;

(C) the value-driven framework of the De-
partment, in effect as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act, for evaluating health
care innovations, and how improvements in
such framework could be used to encourage
innovation; and

(D) workforce challenges and needs of the
Veterans Health Administration based on—

(i) reviews of workforce assessment data
available as of the date of the enactment of
this Act; and

(ii) the findings of—

(I) the report required by section 301(d) of
the Veterans Access, Choice, and Account-
ability Act of 2014 (Public Law 113-146);

(IT) the reports required by section 505 of
the John S. McCain III, Daniel K. Akaka and
Samuel R. Johnson VA Maintaining Internal
Systems and Strengthening Integrated Out-
side Networks Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-
182);

(III) the report required by section 301 of
the VA Choice and Quality Employment Act
of 2017 (Public Law 115-46); and

(IV) any comprehensive health care inspec-
tion conducted by the Inspector General of
the Department of Veterans Affairs as of the
date of the enactment of this Act.

(12) Any recommendations of the working
group with respect to improving the infor-
mation technology infrastructure described
in clause (i) of subparagraph (J).

(13) An analysis of how the value-driven
framework described in clause (iii) of such
subparagraph could be used to improve the
model of care delivery by the Department.

(14) A description of how a value-based care
system would apply to primary care, inpa-
tient and outpatient mental health care, and
inpatient and outpatient substance use
treatment, spinal cord injury disorder care,
and polytrauma care furnished by the Vet-
erans Health Administration.

(15) With respect to legislative or adminis-
trative action mnecessary to incorporate
value-based care models into the Veterans
Health Administration, a description of the
estimated timelines, effect on workforce,
and costs.

(¢) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the submission of the strategic plan
pursuant to subsection (b), the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, acting through the Center
for Innovation for Care and Payment estab-
lished under section 1703E of title 38, United
States Code, shall commence a three-year
pilot program under which the Secretary
shall implement the elements of such stra-
tegic plan relating to the delivery, by the
Veterans Health Administration, of primary
care, inpatient and outpatient mental health
treatment, inpatient and outpatient sub-
stance abuse treatment, spinal cord injury
disorder care, and polytrauma care.
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(2) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall carry
out such pilot program in four Veterans In-
tegrated Service Networks that are geo-
graphically dispersed and shall include the
following:

(A) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that predominately serves veterans in rural
and highly rural areas.

(B) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that predominately serves veterans in urban
areas.

(C) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has a high rate of suicide among vet-
erans.

(D) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has a high rate of substance use dis-
order among veterans.

(E) A Veterans Integrated Service Network
that has access or productivity challenges.

(3) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—

(A) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the commencement of the pilot
program, and annually thereafter during the
duration of the pilot program, the Secretary
shall submit to Congress a report on the
pilot program.

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the conclusion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
final report on the pilot program that in-
cludes—

(i) lessons learned during the administra-
tion of such pilot program; and

(ii) specific health outcomes in veteran pa-
tient care compared to the Veterans Health
Administration system of care in effect as of
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 108. PLAN ON ADOPTION OF CERTAIN
HEALTH INFORMATION STANDARDS
FOR DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS AND CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROVIDERS.

(a) PLAN FOR CERTAIN HEALTH INFORMATION
STANDARDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, in consultation with the Secretary
of Health and Human Services, the Adminis-
trator of the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services, and the National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology of the
Department of Health and Human Services,
shall create and implement a plan to adopt,
as rapidly and to the most comprehensive ex-
tent feasible, national health information
interoperability standards for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and community
care providers with respect to—

(A) coordination of—

(i) care; and

(ii) benefits;

(B) patient identity matching;

(C) measurement and reporting of quality;

(D) population health; and

(E) public health.

(2) CONSIDERATION.—In developing the plan
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall consider challenges faced
by—

(A) small community care providers; and

(B) community care providers located in
rural areas.

(b) PLAN ON ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORD
EXCHANGE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a plan to provide,
at no cost, to community care providers of
the Department, through Third Party Ad-
ministrators, a capability to facilitate the
electronic direct exchange, between such
providers and the Department, of—

(A) the health records of veterans; and

(B) documents relating to health care of
veterans, clinical notes, and any other infor-
mation the Secretary determines necessary.
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(2) PRIORITIZATION.—In developing the plan
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall prioritize providing the capability de-
scribed in such paragraph to community care
providers that—

(A) provide care under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary to—

(i) a lower volume of veterans; and

(ii) veterans who are located in rural areas;
and

(B) are unable or unwilling to exchange the
records and documents described in subpara-
graphs (A) and (B) of such paragraph with
the Department through standards-based or
direct exchange mechanisms in effect as of
the date of the enactment of this Act.

() REPORTS ON PLAN FOR INTEROPER-
ABILITY STANDARDS.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives—

(A) the plan required by subsection (a); and

(B) a report that includes—

(i) an analysis of gaps, if any, between the
use, by the Department and other agencies,
health information exchanges, and tech-
nology companies, of national health infor-
mation interoperability standards and the
potential, or optimal, use of such national
health information interoperability stand-
ards;

(ii) an analysis and description of the par-
ticipation by the Department, community
care providers, and other relevant entities in
the Trusted Exchange Framework and Com-
mon Agreement program of the Department
of Health and Human Services as of the date
of the enactment of this Act;

(iii) recommendations of the Secretary
with respect to development of health infor-
mation interoperability standards;

(iv) timelines or schedules to implement
the plan required by subsection (a); and

(v) an identification of any legislative au-
thorities or resources the Secretary requires
to implement such plan.

(2) RECURRING REPORT REQUIREMENT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter for four years,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the House of Representatives
a report on the status of implementation of
the plan required under subsection (a).

(B) ELEMENTS OF SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—
Each report under subparagraph (A) sub-
mitted after the date on which the first re-
port required by such subparagraph is sub-
mitted shall include a description of any re-
visions to—

(i) the plan required by subsection (a) made
during the period covered by the report; and

(ii) the analysis, recommendations,
timelines, and legislative authorities re-
ported pursuant to paragraph (1).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘community care provider”
means a non-Department health care pro-
vider providing care (including dental care)—

(A) under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code;

(B) pursuant to a Veterans Care Agreement
under section 1703A of such title; or

(C) under any other law administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(2) The term ‘‘Third Party Administrator”’
means an entity that manages a provider
network and performs administrative serv-
ices related to such network under section
1703 of title 38, United States Code.
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SEC. 109. REPORT ON USE OF VALUE-BASED RE-
IMBURSEMENT MODELS UNDER VET-
ERANS COMMUNITY CARE PRO-
GRAM.

(a) REPORT ON VALUE-BASED REIMBURSE-
MENT MODELS.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in consulta-
tion with the Center for Innovation for Care
and Payment of the Department of Veterans
Affairs under section 1703E of title 38 United
States Code, the Office of Integrated Veteran
Care of the Department, or successor office,
and Third Party Administrators, shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a report containing—

(1) an assessment of the efforts of the De-
partment pursuant to section 1703(i)(5) of
such title, to incorporate value-based reim-
bursement models under the Veterans Com-
munity Care Program to promote the provi-
sion of high-quality care to veterans; and

(2) such recommendations for legislative or
administrative action as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate regarding the use of value-
based reimbursement models throughout the
Veterans Community Care Program under
section 1703 of such title.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This section
shall not be construed to be a pilot program
subject to the requirements of section 1703E
of title 38, United States Code.

(¢) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 110. INSPECTOR GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF
IMPLEMENTATION OF VETERANS
COMMUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and periodically thereafter, the Inspector
General shall assess the performance of the
Department of Veterans Affairs in—

(1) appropriately identifying veterans eligi-
ble for care and services under section 1703 of
title 38, United States Code;

(2) informing veterans of their eligibility
for such care and services; and

(3) delivering such care and services in a
timely manner.

(b) BRIEFING ON ASSESSMENTS.—Upon the
submission of the assessment required by
subsection (a), the Inspector General of the
Department of Veterans Affairs shall provide
to the Committees on Veterans Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
briefing on the results of such assessment.
SEC. 111. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON

DENTISTRY UNDER VETERANS COM-
MUNITY CARE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on dental care fur-
nished by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
under the Veterans Community Care Pro-
gram under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code, that includes a review of—

(1) the impact current reimbursement
rates provided by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to dental providers under such
program have on—

(A) the availability of dental care for vet-
erans; and

(B) the ability of Third Party Administra-
tors to meet their contractual obligations
for network adequacy;

(2) the satisfaction of dental providers pro-
viding dental care under such program with
the processes of the Department for approv-
ing dental care under such program; and
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(3) the current processes of the Department
for approving emergent dental care under
such program.

(b) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Nursing
Home and Other Long Term Care and Fam-
ily Caregivers

SEC. 120. INCREASE OF EXPENDITURE CAP FOR

NONINSTITUTIONAL CARE ALTER-
NATIVES TO NURSING HOME CARE.

(a) INCREASE OF EXPENDITURE CAP.—Sec-
tion 1720C(d) of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The total cost’ and insert-
ing ‘‘(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2),
the total cost’’;

(2) by striking ‘656 percent’ and inserting
100 percent’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(2)(A) The total cost of providing services
or in-kind assistance in the case of any vet-
eran described in subparagraph (B) for any
fiscal year under the program may exceed 100
percent of the cost that would otherwise
have been incurred as specified in paragraph
(1) if the Secretary determines, based on a
consideration of clinical need, geographic
market factors, and such other matters as
the Secretary may prescribe through regula-
tion, that such higher total cost is in the
best interest of the veteran.

‘““(B) A veteran described in this subpara-
graph is a veteran with amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, a spinal cord injury, or a condition
the Secretary determines to be similar to
such conditions.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to
fiscal years beginning on or after the date of
the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 121. COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF

ALL-INCLUSIVE CARE FOR THE EL-
DERLY.

Section 1720C of title 38, United States
Code, as amended by section 120, is further
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(f) In furnishing services to a veteran
under the program conducted pursuant to
subsection (a), if a medical center of the De-
partment through which such program is ad-
ministered is located in a geographic area in
which services are available to the veteran
under a PACE program (as such term is de-
fined in sections 1894(a)(2) and 1934(a)(2) of
the Social Security Act (42 TU.S.C.
1395eee(a)(2); 1396u-4(a)(2))), the Secretary
shall seek to enter into an agreement with
the PACE program operating in that area for
the furnishing of such services.”’.

SEC. 122. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
OR CONTRACTS TO ENTITIES TO IM-
PROVE PROVISION OF MENTAL
HEALTH SUPPORT TO FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS OF VETERANS.

Subchapter II of chapter 17 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following new section (and con-
forming the table of sections at the begin-
ning of such chapter accordingly):

“§1720K. Grants or contracts to provide men-
tal health support to family caregivers of
veterans

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
award grants or contracts to carry out, co-
ordinate, improve, or otherwise enhance
mental health counseling, treatment, or sup-
port to the family caregivers of veterans par-
ticipating in the family caregiver program.
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“‘(b) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant or contract under this section, an enti-
ty shall submit to the Secretary an applica-
tion therefor at such time, in such manner,
and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

““(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant or contract.

‘“(B) A description of the programs or ef-
forts through which the entity will meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (f).

‘(C) A description of how the entity will
distribute grant or contract amounts equi-
tably among areas with varying levels of ur-
banization.

‘(D) A plan for how the grant or contract
will be used to meet the unique needs of vet-
erans residing in rural areas, Native Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, or Alaska Native vet-
erans, elderly veterans, women veterans, and
veterans from other underserved commu-
nities.

‘‘(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants and contracts
awarded under this section are equitably dis-
tributed among entities located in States
with varying levels of urbanization.

“d) PRIORITY.—The Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants or contracts
under this section that will serve the fol-
lowing areas:

‘(1) Areas with high rates of veterans en-
rolled in the family caregiver program.

‘(2) Areas with high rates of—

‘“(A) suicide among veterans; or

““(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

‘‘(e) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant or
contract awarded under this section shall be
used—

‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘(2) to establish new or additional pro-
grams, activities, and services; or

¢“(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

“(f) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each en-
tity that receives a grant or contract under
this section written guidance on the fol-
lowing:

““(A) Outcome measures.

““(B) Policies of the Department.

‘(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

““(A) Increasing the utilization of mental
health services among family caregivers of
veterans participating in the family care-
giver program.

‘(B) Reducing barriers to mental health
services among family caregivers of veterans
participating in such program.

‘(g) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) The
Secretary shall establish appropriate track-
ing requirements with respect to the entities
receiving a grant or contract under this sec-
tion.

‘“(2) Not less frequently than annually, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on such tracking requirements.

‘‘(h) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

‘(1) review the performance of each entity
that receives a grant or contract under this
section; and

‘(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

‘(i) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
an entity that receives a grant or contract
under this section and does not meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (f), the Secretary
shall require the entity to submit to the Sec-
retary a remediation plan under which the
entity shall describe how and when it plans
to meet such outcome measures.
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‘(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant or contract under this section to
an entity described in paragraph (1) unless
the Secretary approves the remediation plan
submitted by the entity under such para-
graph.

“(j) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The amount of a
grant or contract awarded under this section
may not exceed 10 percent of amounts made
available for grants or contracts under this
section for the fiscal year in which the grant
or contract is awarded.

“(k) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—ANy
grant or contract awarded under this section
shall be used to supplement and not supplant
funding that is otherwise available through
the Department to provide mental health
support among family caregivers of veterans
participating in the family caregiver pro-
gram.

“(1) OUTREACH TO FAMILY CAREGIVERS.—
The Secretary shall include, in the outreach
materials regularly provided to a family
caregiver who participates in the family
caregiver program, notice of mental health
support provided by recipients of grants or
contracts under this section that are located
in the relevant Veterans Integrated Service
Network.

‘“(m) FUNDING.—(1) Amounts for the activi-
ties of the Department under this section
shall be budgeted and appropriated through a
separate appropriation account.

‘(2) In the budget justification materials
submitted to Congress in support of the
budget of the Department for any fiscal year
(as submitted with the budget of the Presi-
dent under section 1105(a) of title 31), the
Secretary shall include a separate statement
of the amount requested to be appropriated
for that fiscal year for the account specified
in paragraph (1).

“(n) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary, for each of fiscal years 2025 and
2026, $10,000,000 to carry out this section.

‘‘(0) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’ have the meanings given those terms
in section 1720G of this title.

‘“(2) The term ‘family caregiver program’
means the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under section
1720G of this title.

‘“(3) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Line’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F of this title.”.

SEC. 123. HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERV-
ICES: PROGRAMS.

(a) PROGRAMS.—Such subchapter is further
amended by inserting after section 1720K (as
added by section 122) the following new sec-
tion (and conforming the table of sections at
the beginning of such chapter accordingly):
“§1720L. Home- and community-based serv-

ices: programs

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In furnishing non-
institutional alternatives to nursing home
care pursuant to the authority of section
1720C of this title (or any other authority
under this chapter or other provision of law
administered by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs), the Secretary shall carry out each
of the programs specified in this section in
accordance with such relevant authorities
except as otherwise provided in this section.

“(b) VETERAN-DIRECTED CARE PROGRAM.—
(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in col-
laboration with the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, shall carry out a program
to be known as the ‘Veteran-Directed Care
program’. Under such program, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may enter into
agreements with the providers described in
paragraph (2) to provide to eligible veterans
funds, to the extent practicable, to obtain
such in-home care services and related items
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that support clinical need and improve qual-
ity of life, as may be determined appropriate
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs and se-
lected by the veteran, including through the
veteran hiring individuals to provide such
services and items or directly purchasing
such services and items.

‘“(2) The providers described in this para-
graph are the following:

‘““(A) An Aging and Disability Resource
Center, an area agency on aging, or a State
agency.

“(B) A center for independent living.

‘(C) An Indian tribe or tribal organization
receiving assistance under title VI of the
Older Americans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3057 et
seq.).

‘(D) Any other entity that the Secretary,
in consultation with the Secretary of Health
and Human Services, determines appro-
priate.

““(3) In carrying out the Veteran-Directed
Care program, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall—

‘““(A) administer such program through
each medical center of the Department of
Veterans Affairs;

‘(B) seek to ensure the availability of such
program in American Samoa, Guam, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands of the United States, and
any other territory or possession of the
United States, to the extent practicable; and

“(C) seek to ensure the availability of such
program for eligible veterans who are Native
American veterans receiving care and serv-
ices furnished by the Indian Health Service,
a tribal health program, an Urban Indian or-
ganization, or (in the case of a Native Hawai-
ian veteran) a Native Hawaiian health care
system, to the extent practicable.

‘“(4) If a veteran participating in the Vet-
eran-Directed Care program is hospitalized,
the veteran may continue to use funds under
the program during a period of hospitaliza-
tion in the same manner that the veteran
would be authorized to use such funds under
the program if the veteran were not hospital-
ized.

‘(c) HOMEMAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary shall carry out
a program to be known as the ‘Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program’ under which
the Secretary may enter into agreements
with home health agencies to provide to eli-
gible veterans such home health aide serv-
ices as may be determined appropriate by
the Secretary.

“(2) In carrying out the Homemaker and
Home Health Aide program, the Secretary
shall—

““(A) administer such program in the loca-
tions specified in subparagraph (A) of sub-
section (b)(3);

‘(B) seek to ensure the availability of such
program in the locations specified in sub-
paragraph (B) of subsection (b)(3); and

‘“(C) seek to ensure the availability of such
program for the veteran populations speci-
fied in subparagraph (C) of subsection (b)(3).

‘(d) HOME-BASED PRIMARY CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Home-Based Pri-
mary Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans in-
home health care, the provision of which is
overseen by a provider of the Department.

‘‘(e) PURCHASED SKILLED HOME CARE PRO-
GRAM.—The Secretary shall carry out a pro-
gram to be known as the ‘Purchased Skilled
Home Care program’ under which the Sec-
retary may furnish to eligible veterans such
in-home care services as may be determined
appropriate and selected by the Secretary for
the veteran.

‘“(f) CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—(1) With respect
to a resident eligible caregiver of a veteran
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participating in a program under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall—

““(A) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under section 1720G(b)
of this title, provide to such caregiver the
option of enrolling in the program of general
caregiver support services under such sec-
tion;

‘(B) provide to such caregiver covered res-
pite care of not less than 30 days annually;
and

‘(C) conduct on an annual basis (and, to
the extent practicable, in connection with
in-person services provided under the pro-
gram in which the veteran is participating),
a wellness contact of such caregiver.

‘“(2) Covered respite care provided to a resi-
dent eligible caregiver of a veteran under
paragraph (1) may exceed 30 days annually if
such extension is requested by the resident
eligible caregiver or veteran and determined
medically appropriate by the Secretary.

‘‘(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section shall be construed to limit the
authority of the Secretary to carry out pro-
grams providing home- and community-
based services under any other provision of
law.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The terms ‘Aging and Disability Re-
source Center’, ‘area agency on aging’, and
‘State agency’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 102 of the Older Amer-
icans Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3002).

‘(2) The terms ‘caregiver’ and ‘family care-
giver’, with respect to a veteran, have the
meanings given those terms, respectively,
under subsection (e) of section 1720G of this
title with respect to an eligible veteran
under subsection (a) of such section or a cov-
ered veteran under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion, as the case may be.

‘“(3) The term ‘center for independent liv-
ing’ has the meaning given that term in sec-
tion 702 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29
U.S.C. 796a).

‘“(4) The term ‘covered respite care’ has the
meaning given such term in section 1720G(d)
of this title.

‘(6) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means any
veteran—

““(A) for whom the Secretary determines
participation in a specific program under
this section is medically necessary to pro-
mote, preserve, or restore the health of the
veteran; and

‘(B) who absent such participation would
be at increased risk for hospitalization,
placement in a nursing home, or emergency
room care.

‘(6) The term ‘home health aide’ means an
individual employed by a home health agen-
cy to provide in-home care services.

‘(7T The term ‘in-home care service’ means
any service, including a personal care serv-
ice, provided to enable the recipient of such
service to live at home.

‘(8) The terms ‘Indian tribe’ and ‘tribal or-
ganization’ have the meanings given those
terms in section 4 of the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance Act (256
U.S.C. 5304).

‘“(9) The terms ‘Native American’ and ‘Na-
tive American veteran’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 3765 of this
title.

‘(10) The terms ‘Native Hawaiian’ and ‘Na-
tive Hawaiian health care system’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 12 of
the Native Hawaiian Health Care Improve-
ment Act (42 U.S.C. 11711).

‘“(11) The terms ‘tribal health programs’
and ‘Urban Indian organizations’ have the
meanings given those terms in section 4 of
the Indian Health Care Improvement Act (25
U.S.C. 1603).

‘“(12) The term ‘resident eligible caregiver’
means an individual who—
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‘“(A) is a caregiver, or a family caregiver,
of a veteran and resides with that veteran;
and

‘(B) has not entered into a contract, agree-
ment, or other arrangement for such indi-
vidual to act as a caregiver for that veteran
unless such individual is a family member of
the veteran or is furnishing caregiver serv-
ices through a medical foster home.”’.

(b) DEADLINE FOR IMPROVED ADMINISTRA-
TION.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the Veteran-Directed Care
program and the Homemaker and Home
Health Aide program are administered
through each medical center of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs in accordance with
section 1720L of title 38, United States Code
(as added by subsection (a)), by not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(c) ADMINISTRATION OF VETERAN-DIRECTED
CARE PROGRAM.—

(1) PROCEDURES.—

(A) The Secretary shall establish proce-
dures to—

(i) identify the staffing needs for the Vet-
eran-Directed Care program of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs under such section
(as added by subsection (a)); and

(ii) define the roles and responsibilities for
personnel of the Department responsible for
the administration of such program, includ-
ing such personnel employed at the national,
Veterans Integrated Service Network, or
medical facility level.

(B) The responsibilities described in clause
(ii) of subparagraph (A) shall include respon-
sibilities for engagement with—

(i) veterans participating in such program;

(ii) veterans interested in participating in
such program; and

(iii) providers described in section
1720L(b)(2) (as added by subsection (a)).

(2) STAFFING MODEL; REPORT.—Not later
than two years after enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) establish a staffing model for the ad-
ministration of such program at each med-
ical facility of the Department of Veterans
Affairs; and

(B) submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a report containing the following:

(i) A description of—

(I) the staffing model described in subpara-
graph (A); and

(IT) the rationale for such staffing model.

(ii) An identification of the ratio of staff
required to administer such program to the
number of veterans served by such program,
disaggregated by each medical facility of the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(iii) A description of budgetary resources
or other support, if any, required to accom-
modate an increase in staffing at medical fa-
cilities of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs pursuant to the requirements of the
staffing model described in subparagraph
(A).

(iv) Such other matters as the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs determines appropriate.
SEC. 124. COORDINATION WITH ASSISTANCE AND

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR CARE-
GIVERS.

(a) COORDINATION WITH PROGRAM OF COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILY CARE-
GIVERS.—

(1) COORDINATION.—Section 1720G(a) of title
38, United States Code, is amended by adding
at the end the following new paragraph:

‘““(14)(A) In the case of a veteran or care-
giver who seeks services under this sub-
section and is denied such services, or a vet-
eran or the family caregiver of a veteran who
is discharged from the program under this
subsection, the Secretary shall—

‘“(1) if the veteran meets the requirements
of a covered veteran under subsection (b),
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provide to such caregiver the option of en-
rolling in the program of general caregiver
support services under such subsection;

‘‘(ii) assess the veteran or caregiver for
participation in any other available program
of the Department for home- and commu-
nity-based services (including the programs
specified in section 1720L. of this title) for
which the veteran or caregiver may be eligi-
ble and, with respect to the veteran, store
(and make accessible to the veteran) the re-
sults of such assessment in the electronic
medical record of the veteran; and

‘“(iii) provide to the veteran or caregiver
written information on any such program
identified pursuant to the assessment under
clause (ii), including information about fa-
cilities, eligibility requirements, and rel-
evant contact information for each such pro-
gram.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall, to the extent
practicable, provide to a veteran or family
caregiver the option of obtaining clinically
appropriate services under any other avail-
able program of the Department for home-
and community-based services (including the
programs specified in section 1720L of this
title) for which the veteran or family care-
giver may be eligible prior to discharging
the veteran or family caregiver from the pro-
gram under this subsection.

‘(C) For each veteran or family caregiver
who is discharged from the program under
this subsection, a caregiver support coordi-
nator shall provide for a smooth and person-
alized transition from such program to an
appropriate program of the Department for
home- and community-based services (in-
cluding the programs specified in section
1720L of this title), including by integrating
caregiver support across programs.’’.

(2) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made
by paragraph (1) shall apply with respect to
denials and discharges occurring on or after
the date that is 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(3) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 1720G(d) of such title is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘or a covered veteran’’
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘, a vet-
eran denied or discharged as specified in
paragraph (14) of such subsection, or a cov-
ered veteran’’; and

(B) by striking ‘“under subsection (a),
means’’ each place it appears and inserting
‘“under subsection (a) or a veteran denied or
discharged as specified in paragraph (14) of
such subsection, means”’.

(b) CONFORMITY OF RESPITE CARE ACROSS
PROGRAMS.—Section 1720G of title 38, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a)(3),
is further amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(3)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A)@ii)(III)
to read as follows:

““(ITI) covered respite care of not less than
30 days annually;”’; and

(B) by striking subparagraph (B) and redes-
ignating subparagraphs (C) and (D) as sub-
paragraphs (B) through (C), respectively; and

(2) by amending subsection (b)(3)(A)(iii) to
read as follows:

‘‘(iii) Covered respite care of not less than
30 days annually.”’; and

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2)
through (4) as paragraphs (3) through (5), re-
spectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

‘(2) The term ‘covered respite care’ means,
with respect to a caregiver of a veteran, res-
pite care under section 1720B of this title
that—

‘““(A) is medically and age appropriate for
the veteran (including 24-hour per day care
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of the veteran commensurate with the care
provided by the caregiver); and

‘(B) includes in-home care.”’.

(c) REVIEW RELATING TO CAREGIVER CON-
TACT.—The Secretary shall conduct a review
of the capacity of the Department to estab-
lish a streamlined system for contacting all
caregivers enrolled in the program of general
caregiver support services under section
1720G(b) of title 38, United States Code, to
provide to such caregivers program updates
and alerts relating to emerging services for
which such caregivers or the veterans for
which they provide care may be eligible.

SEC. 125. IMPROVEMENTS TO PROGRAM OF COM-
PREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR FAM-
ILY CAREGIVERS.

Section 1720G(a) of title 38, United States
Code, as amended by section 124, is further
amended—

(1) in paragraph (12)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by inserting °,
which shall include all criteria used to deter-
mine eligibility for such assistance and, in
the case of a completed evaluation, how such
criteria were used to evaluate information
provided in assessments to determine such
eligibility’’ before the period at the end; and

(B) in subparagraph (C)({i), by striking
“who submits’ and all that follows through
the end of the clause and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘“who—

“(I) submits an application for the pro-
gram established under paragraph (1); or

““(IT) is being reassessed for eligibility to
continue in such program.’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

““(15)(A) Not less frequently than annually,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the House of Representatives a comprehen-
sive report on the program required by para-
graph (1) that includes, with respect to the
one-year period preceding the date of the
submission of such report, the following:

‘(i) The number of applications received
for such program.

‘(ii) The number, disaggregated by race,
sex, and era and branch of service in the
Armed Forces of the applicant, of—

“(I) approvals of such applications; and

‘“(IT) denials of such applications.

‘(iii) The number of reassessments con-
ducted for such program.

‘“(iv) An identification of each decision
made with respect to a reassessment con-
ducted for such program, disaggregated by
decisions resulting in—

‘() disenrollment, including removal, dis-
charge, or voluntary withdrawal;

““(II) tier reduction; and

““(III) tier continuation.

‘“(v) The number of appeals of decisions
made with respect to such program,
disaggregated by type of appeal.

‘“(vi) With respect to each appeal described
in clause (v), the decision rendered, if any.

‘‘(vii) A description of all tools used in as-
sessments conducted for such program, in-
cluding an explanation of how and by whom
such tools are administered.

“(viii) A description of procedures used
under such program for reviewing and inte-
grating clinical records from health care
providers that includes an explanation of
how such records are used in determinations
of eligibility for such program.

“(ix) A description of procedures available
under such program for health care providers
to communicate medical opinions to the
teams conducting assessments to determine
eligibility for such program, including
health care providers in the private sector
and health care providers specified in sub-
section (c) of section 1703 of this title.

“(x) A description of information tech-
nology systems and processes used under
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such program to upload and integrate all
clinical records from all non-Department
providers, including providers in the private
sector and providers under the Veterans
Community Care Program established under
such section.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall ensure that all
data included in a report under subparagraph
(A)—

‘‘(1) relating to a decision made under the
program required by paragraph (1), are
disaggregated by the specific reason for the
decision;

‘(i) relating to a veteran, include com-
prehensive demographic information of the
veteran, including the time period of the in-
juries, if any, of the veteran and the Vet-
erans Integrated Service Network in which
the veteran is located; and

‘“(iii) with respect to eligibility determina-
tions relating to a serious injury of a vet-
eran, specify—

‘(I) how many such determinations relate
to the ability of the veteran to perform ac-
tivities of daily living; and

‘“(I1) how many such determinations relate
to the need of a veteran for supervision and
protection.

“(C) The Secretary shall provide the data
under paragraph (B) pursuant to Federal
laws and in a manner that is wholly con-
sistent with applicable Federal privacy and
confidentiality laws, including the Privacy
Act (b U.S.C. 552a), the Health Insurance
Portability and Accountability Act (Public
Law 104-191; 42 U.S.C. 201 note) and regula-
tions (title 45, Code of Federal Regulations,
parts 160 and 164, or successor regulations),
and sections 5701, 5705, and 7332 of this title
to ensure that the provided data, or some
portion of the data, will not undermine the
anonymity of a veteran.”.

SEC. 126. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO HOME-
MAKER AND HOME HEALTH AIDE
PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM FOR COMMUNITIES WITH
SHORTAGE OF HOME HEALTH AIDES.—

(1) PROGRAM.—Beginning not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall carry out a
three-year pilot program under which the
Secretary shall provide homemaker and
home health aide services to veterans who
reside in communities with a shortage of
home health aides.

(2) LocATIONS.—The Secretary shall select
not fewer than five geographic locations in
which the Secretary determines there is a
shortage of home health aides at which to
carry out the pilot program under paragraph
@D.

(3) NURSING ASSISTANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program under paragraph (1), the Secretary
may hire nursing assistants as new employ-
ees of the Department of Veterans Affairs, or
reassign nursing assistants who are existing
employees of the Department, to provide to
veterans in-home care services (including
basic tasks authorized by the State certifi-
cation of the nursing assistant) under the
pilot program, in lieu of or in addition to the
provision of such services through non-De-
partment home health aides.

(B) RELATIONSHIP TO HOME-BASED PRIMARY
CARE PROGRAM.—Nursing assistants hired or
reassigned under subparagraph (A) may pro-
vide services to a veteran under the pilot
program under paragraph (1) while serving as
part of a health care team for the veteran
under the Home-Based Primary Care pro-
gram.

(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year before the date of the termination
of the pilot program under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report that includes—
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(A) a statement of the results of such pilot
program; and

(B) an assessment of the feasibility and ad-
visability of—

(i) extending such pilot program; or

(ii) making such pilot program a perma-
nent program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

(b) REPORT ON USE OF FUNDS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report containing,
with respect to the period beginning in fiscal
year 2012 and ending in fiscal year 2024, the
following:

(1) An identification of the amount of
funds that were included in a budget of the
Department of Veterans Affairs during such
period for the provision of in-home care to
veterans under the Homemaker and Home
Health Aide program but were not expended
for such provision, disaggregated by medical
center of the Department for which such un-
expended funds were budgeted (if such
disaggregation is possible).

(2) To the extent practicable, an identifica-
tion of the number of veterans for whom,
during such period, the hours during which a
home health aide was authorized to provide
services to the veteran under the Home-
maker and Home Health Aide program were
reduced for a reason other than a change in
the health care needs of the veteran, and a
detailed description of the reasons why any
such reductions may have occurred.

(c) UPDATED GUIDANCE ON PROGRAM.—Not
later than one year after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall
issue updated guidance for the Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program. Such up-
dated guidance shall include the following:

(1) A process for the transition of veterans
from the Homemaker and Home Health Aide
program to other covered programs.

(2) A requirement for the directors of the
medical facilities of the Department to com-
plete such process whenever a veteran with
care needs has been denied services from
home health agencies under the Homemaker
and Home Health Aide program as a result of
the clinical needs or behavioral issues of the
veteran.

SEC. 127. PILOT PROGRAM TO FURNISH ASSISTED
LIVING SERVICES TO CERTAIN VET-
ERANS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Beginning not later
than two years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall carry out a pilot program to as-
sess—

(1) the effectiveness of providing assisted
living services to eligible veterans, at the
election of such veterans; and

(2) the satisfaction with the pilot program
of veterans participating in such pilot pro-
gram.

(b) PROGRAM LOCATIONS.—

(1) VETERANS INTEGRATED SERVICE NET-
WORKS.—The Secretary shall select two Vet-
erans Integrated Service Networks of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs at which to
carry out the pilot program under subsection
(a).

(2) FACILITIES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Within the Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks selected under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall select fa-
cilities at which to carry out the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (a)(1).

(B) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting fa-
cilities under subparagraph (A) at which to
carry out the pilot program under subsection
(a)(1), the Secretary shall ensure that—

(i) the locations of such facilities are in
geographically diverse areas;
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(ii) not fewer than one such facility serves
veterans in rural or highly rural areas (as de-
termined through the use of the Rural-Urban
Commuting Areas coding system of the De-
partment of Agriculture);

(iii) not fewer than one such facility is lo-
cated in each Veterans Integrated Service
Network selected under paragraph (1); and

(iv) not fewer than one such facility is a
State home.

(c) PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS.—Not more
than 60 eligible veterans may participate in
the pilot program under subsection (a)(1) in
each Veterans Integrated Service Network
selected under subsection (b)(1).

(d) PROVISION OF ASSISTED LIVING SERV-
ICES.—

(1) AGREEMENTS.—In carrying out the pilot
program under subsection (a)(l), the Sec-
retary may enter into agreements for the
provision of assisted living services on behalf
of eligible veterans with—

(A) a provider participating under a State
plan or waiver under title XIX of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.); or

(B) a State home recognized and certified
under subpart B of part 51 of title 38, Code of
Federal Regulations, or successor regula-
tions.

(2) STANDARDS.—The Secretary may not
place, transfer, or admit a veteran to any fa-
cility for assisted living services under the
pilot program under subsection (a)(1) unless
the Secretary determines that—

(A) the facility meets the standards for
community residential care established
under sections 17.61 through 17.72 of title 38,
Code of Federal Regulations, or successor
regulations, and any additional standards of
care as the Secretary may specify; or

(B) in the case of a facility that is a State
home, the State home meets such standards
of care as the Secretary may specify.

(3) INSPECTION.—The Secretary shall in-
spect facilities at which veterans are placed
under the pilot program under subsection
(a)()—

(A) with respect to a facility that is a
State home, not less frequently than annu-
ally and in the same manner as the Sec-
retary conducts inspection of State homes
under section 1742 of title 38, United States
Code; and

(B) with respect to any other facility, not
less frequently than annually and in the
same manner as the Secretary conducts in-
spection of facilities under section 1730 of
such title.

(4) PAYMENT TO CERTAIN FACILITIES.—

(A) STATE HOMES.—In the case of a facility
participating in the pilot program under sub-
section (a)(1) that is a State home, the Sec-
retary shall pay to the State home a per
diem for each veteran participating in the
pilot program at a rate agreed to by the Sec-
retary and the State home.

(B) COMMUNITY ASSISTED LIVING FACILI-
TIES.—In the case of a facility participating
in the pilot program under subsection (a)(1)
that is a community assisted living facility,
the Secretary shall—

(i) pay to the facility an amount that is
less than the average rate paid by the De-
partment for placement in a community
nursing home in the same Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network; and

(ii) re-evaluate payment rates annually to
account for current economic conditions and
current costs of assisted living services.

(e) CONTINUITY OF CARE.—Upon the termi-
nation of the pilot program under subsection
(a)(1), the Secretary shall—

(1) provide to all veterans participating in
the pilot program at the time of such termi-
nation the option to continue to receive as-
sisted living services at the site they were
assigned to under the pilot program, at the
expense of the Department; and
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(2) for such veterans who do not opt to con-
tinue to receive such services—

(A) ensure such veterans do not experience
lapses in care; and

(B) provide such veterans with information
on, and furnish such veterans with, other ex-
tended care services based on their pref-
erences and best medical interest.

(f) DETERMINATION OF QUALITY.—The Sec-
retary shall determine a method for assess-
ment of quality of care provided to veterans
participating in the pilot program under sub-
section (a)(1) and shall communicate that
method to providers of services under the
pilot program.

(g) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the initiation of the pilot program
under subsection (a)(1), and annually there-
after for the duration of such pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that includes—

(1) an identification of Veterans Integrated
Services Networks and facilities of the De-
partment participating in the pilot program
and assisted living facilities and State
homes at which veterans are placed under
the pilot program;

(2) the number of participants in the pilot
program, disaggregated by facility;

(3) general demographic information of
participants in the pilot program, including
average age, sex, and race or ethnicity;

(4) disability status of participants in the
pilot program;

(5) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to furnishing care to veterans
under the pilot program, conducting over-
sight of the pilot program, or any other bar-
riers or challenges;

(6) the cost of care at each assisted living
facility and State home participating in the
pilot program, including an analysis of any
cost savings by the Department when com-
paring that cost to the cost of nursing home
care;

(7) aggregated feedback from participants
in the pilot program, including from veteran
resident surveys and interviews; and

(8) such other matters the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(h) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the pilot program terminates
under subsection (j), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate a report on the pilot program that—

(1) includes the matters required under
paragraphs (1) through (8) of subsection (g);

(2) includes recommendations on whether
the model studied in the pilot program
should be continued or adopted throughout
the Department; and

(3) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(i) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three years
after the initiation of the pilot program
under subsection (a)(1), the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of House of Representatives and the
Senate a report on the pilot program.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include an assessment
of—

(A) the quality of care provided to veterans
at facilities participating in the pilot pro-
gram, measured pursuant to the method de-
termined under subsection (f);

(B) the oversight of such facilities, as con-
ducted by the Department, the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services, State agen-
cies, and other relevant entities; and
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(C) such other matters as the Inspector
General considers appropriate.

(3) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the submission of the report under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
plan to address the deficiencies identified in
the report, if any.

(j) TERMINATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the pilot program under subsection (a)(1)
shall terminate on September 30, 2028.

(2) EXTENSION.—The Secretary may extend
the duration of the pilot program for an ad-
ditional two-year period if the Secretary,
based on the results of the reports submitted
under subsection (g), determines such an ex-
tension is appropriate.

(k) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘assisted living services”’
means services of a facility in providing
room, board, and personal care for and super-
vision of residents for their health, safety,
and welfare.

(2) The term ‘‘eligible veteran’® means a
veteran who is—

(A) receiving nursing home care paid for by
the Department of Veterans Affairs, eligible
to receive such care pursuant to section
1710A of title 38, United States Code, or re-
quires a higher level of care than the domi-
ciliary care provided by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, but does not meet the re-
quirements for nursing home level care pro-
vided by the Department pursuant to such
section; and

(B) eligible for assisted living services, as
determined by the Secretary or meets such
additional criteria for eligibility for the
pilot program under subsection (a)(1) as the
Secretary may establish.

(3) The term ‘‘State home’ has the mean-
ing given that term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 128. PROVISION OF MEDICINE, EQUIPMENT,
AND SUPPLIES AVAILABLE TO DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
TO STATE HOMES.

(a) PROVISION AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary
of Veterans Affairs may provide to State
homes medicine, personal protective equip-
ment, medical supplies, and any other equip-
ment, supplies, and assistance available to
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘personal protective equip-
ment” means any protective equipment re-
quired to prevent the wearer from con-
tracting an infectious disease, including
gloves, N-95 respirator masks, gowns, gog-
gles, face shields, or other equipment re-
quired for safety.

(2) The term ‘‘State home’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 101 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 129. RECOGNITION OF ORGANIZATIONS AND
INDIVIDUALS TO ASSIST VETERANS,
FAMILY MEMBERS, AND CARE-
GIVERS NAVIGATING PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES OF VETERANS
HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall es-
tablish a process through which the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs may recognize or-
ganizations and individuals to assist a vet-
eran, a family member of a veteran, or a
caregiver of a veteran (as defined in section
1720G(d) of title 38, United States Code) in
navigating the programs and services of the
Veterans Health Administration.

(b) SOLICITATION OF FEEDBACK.—The Sec-
retary shall solicit feedback and rec-
ommendations in the creation of the process
under subsection (a) from such organizations
as the Secretary may consider relevant.
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(c) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
recognize an organization or individual pur-
suant to the process established under sub-
section (a) unless the organization or indi-
vidual has certified to the Secretary that no
fee or compensation of any nature will be
charged to any individual for services ren-
dered in providing assistance pursuant to
such subsection.

SEC. 130. REVIEWS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS
RELATING TO HOME- AND COMMU-
NITY-BASED SERVICES.

(a) OFFICE OF GERIATRIC AND EXTENDED
CARE.—

(1) REVIEW OF PROGRAMS.—The Under Sec-
retary for Health of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall conduct a review of each
program administered through the Office of
Geriatric and Extended Care of the Depart-
ment and the Caregiver Support Program Of-
fice of the Department, or any successor of-
fices, to—

(A) eliminate service gaps at the medical
center level; and

(B) ensure—

(i) the clinical needs of veterans are met;

(ii) consistency in program management;

(iii) the availability of, and the access by
veterans to, home- and community-based
services, including for veterans living in
rural areas; and

(iv) proper coordination between covered
programs.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF STAFFING NEEDS.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall conduct
an assessment of the staffing needs of the Of-
fice of Geriatric and Extended Care of the
Department and the Caregiver Support Pro-
gram Office of the Department, or any suc-
cessor offices.

(3) GOALS FOR GEOGRAPHIC ALIGNMENT OF
CARE.—

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF GOALS.—The Direc-
tor of the Office of Geriatric and Extended
Care, or successor office, shall establish
quantitative goals to enable aging or dis-
abled veterans who are not located near med-
ical centers of the Department to access ex-
tended care services (including by improving
access to home- and community-based serv-
ices for such veterans).

(B) IMPLEMENTATION TIMELINE.—Each goal
established under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude a timeline for the implementation of
the goal at each medical center of the De-
partment.

(4) GOALS FOR IN-HOME SPECIALTY CARE.—
The Director of the Office of Geriatric and
Extended Care, or successor office, shall es-
tablish quantitative goals to address the spe-
cialty care needs of veterans through in-
home care, including by ensuring the edu-
cation of home health aides and caregivers of
veterans in the following areas:

(A) Dementia care.

(B) Care for spinal cord injuries and dis-
eases.

(C) Ventilator care.

(D) Other speciality care areas as deter-
mined by the Secretary.

(56) INPUT ON GOALS.—To the extent prac-
ticable, the head of the Caregiver Support
Program Office, or successor office, shall
provide to the Director of the Office of Geri-
atric and Extended Care, or successor office,
input with respect to the establishment of
the goals under paragraphs (3) and (4).

(6) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report containing the findings of the review
under paragraph (1), the results of the assess-
ment under paragraph (2), and the goals es-
tablished under paragraphs (3) and (4).
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(b) REVIEW OF INCENTIVES AND EFFORTS RE-
LATING TO HOME- AND COMMUNITY-BASED
SERVICES.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall conduct a review of the following:

(A) The financial and organizational incen-
tives or disincentives for the directors of
medical centers of the Department to estab-
lish or expand covered programs at such
medical centers.

(B) Any incentives or disincentives for
such directors to provide to veterans home-
and community-based services in lieu of in-
stitutional care.

(C) The efforts taken by the Secretary to
enhance spending of the Department for ex-
tended care by balancing spending between
institutional care and home- and commu-
nity-based services consistent with the de-
mand for such services.

(D) The plan of the Under Secretary for
Health of the Department to accelerate ef-
forts to enhance spending as specified in sub-
paragraph (C), to match the progress of simi-
lar efforts taken by the Administrator of the
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
with respect to spending of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services for extended
care.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the findings of the review under
paragraph (1).

(c) REVIEW OF RESPITE CARE SERVICES.—
Not later than two years after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall conduct a review of
the use, availability, cost, and effectiveness,
of the respite care services furnished by the
Secretary under chapter 17 of title 38, United
States Code, including—

(1) the frequency at which the Department
of Veterans Affairs is unable to meet demand
for such services;

(2) a detailed description of—

(A) the reasons the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs is unable to meet the demand
for such services; and

(B) any actions, or planned actions, of the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure such
demand is met.

(d) COLLABORATION TO IMPROVE HOME- AND
COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICES.—

(1) RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(A) DEVELOPMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall develop recommendations
as follows:

(i) With respect to home- and community-
based services for veterans, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall develop recommenda-
tions regarding new services (in addition to
those furnished as of the date of enactment
of this Act) in collaboration with the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services.

(ii) With respect to the national shortage
of home health aides, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall develop recommendations
regarding methods to address such shortage
in collaboration with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the Sec-
retary of Labor.

(B) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report containing the recommendations de-
veloped under subparagraph (A) and an iden-
tification of any changes in existing law or
new statutory authority necessary to imple-
ment the recommendations, as determined
by the Secretary.

(C) CONSULTATION WITH SECRETARY OF
LABOR.—In carrying out this paragraph, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall consult
with the Secretary of Labor.
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(2) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
CAREGIVER SUPPORT.—

(A) FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall solicit
from the entities described in subparagraph
(B) feedback and recommendations regarding
opportunities for the Secretary to enhance
home- and community-based services for vet-
erans and the caregivers of veterans, includ-
ing through the potential provision by the
entity of care and respite services to vet-
erans and caregivers who may not be eligible
for any program under section 1720G of title
38, United States Code, or section 1720L of
such title (as added by section 123), but have
a need for assistance.

(B) COVERED ENTITIES.—The entities de-
scribed in this subparagraph are veterans
service organizations and nonprofit organiza-
tions with a focus on caregiver support or
long term care (as determined by the Sec-
retary).

(3) COLLABORATION FOR CERTAIN VET-
ERANS.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall collaborate with the Director of the In-
dian Health Service and representatives
from tribal health programs and Urban In-
dian organizations to ensure the availability
of home- and community-based services for—

(A) Native American veterans, including
Native American veterans receiving health
care and medical services under multiple
health care systems; and

(B) Native Hawaiian veterans, including
Native Hawaiian veterans receiving health
care and medical services under the Native
Hawaiian health care system.

SEC. 131. GAO REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH SUP-
PORT FOR CAREGIVERS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General of the United
States shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the provision of
mental health support to caregivers of vet-
erans.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the need for mental
health support among caregivers partici-
pating in the caregiver programs.

(2) An assessment of options for mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and in the commu-
nity for caregivers participating in the care-
giver programs.

(3) An assessment of the availability and
accessibility of mental health support in fa-
cilities of the Department and in the com-
munity for caregivers participating in the
caregiver programs.

(4) An assessment of the awareness among
caregivers of the availability of mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(56) An assessment of barriers to mental
health support in facilities of the Depart-
ment and in the community for caregivers
participating in the caregiver programs.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘caregiver’” has the meaning
given that term in section 1720G of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) The term
means—

(A) the program of comprehensive assist-
ance for family caregivers under subsection
(a) of section 1720G of title 38, United States
Code; and

(B) the program of support services for
caregivers under subsection (b) of such sec-
tion.

‘‘caregiver programs’’
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SEC. 132. DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRALIZED
WEBSITE FOR PROGRAM INFORMA-
TION.

(a) CENTRALIZED WEBSITE.—The Secretary
shall develop and maintain a centralized and
publically accessible internet website of the
Department as a clearinghouse for informa-
tion and resources relating to covered pro-
grams.

(b) CONTENTS.—The website under sub-
section (a) shall contain the following:

(1) A description of each covered program.

(2) An informational assessment tool
that—

(A) explains the administrative eligibility,
if applicable, of a veteran, or a caregiver of
a veteran, for any covered program; and

(B) provides information, as a result of
such explanation, on any covered program
for which the veteran or caregiver (as the
case may be) may be eligible.

(3) A list of required procedures for the di-
rectors of the medical facilities of the De-
partment to follow in determining the eligi-
bility and suitability of veterans for partici-
pation in a covered program, including pro-
cedures applicable to instances in which the
resource constraints of a facility (or of a
community in which a facility is located)
may result in the inability to address the
health needs of a veteran under a covered
program in a timely manner.

(c) UPDATES.—The Secretary shall ensure
the website under subsection (a) is updated
on a periodic basis.

SEC. 133. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) The terms ‘‘caregiver” and ‘‘family
caregiver’” have the meanings given those
terms under section 1720L(h) of title 38,
United States Code (as added by section 123).

(2) The term ‘‘covered program’—

(A) means any program of the Department
of Veterans Affairs for home- and commu-
nity-based services; and

(B) includes the programs specified in sec-
tion 1720L of title 38, United States Code (as
added by section 123).

(3) The term ‘‘home- and community-based
services’’—

(A) means the services referred to in sec-
tion 1701(6)(E) of title 38, United States Code;
and

(B) includes services furnished under a pro-
gram specified in section 1720L of such title
(as added by section 123).

(4) The terms ‘‘Home-Based Primary Care
program’, ‘“‘Homemaker and Home Health
Aide program’, and ‘‘Veteran-Directed Care
program’ mean the programs of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs specified in sub-
section (d), (c¢), and (b) of such section 17201,
respectively.

(5) The terms ‘“home health aide”’, ‘‘Native
American”, ‘Native American veteran”,
““¢ribal health programs’’, and ‘‘Urban Indian
organizations’” have the meanings given
those terms in subsection (h) of such section
1720L.

(6) The term ‘‘veterans service organiza-
tion’”” means any organization recognized by
the Secretary under section 5902 of such
title.

Subtitle C—Medical Treatment and Other

Matters
SEC. 140. QUARTERLY REPORT ON REFERRALS
FOR NON-DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS HEALTH CARE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter
17 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 1703F the following
new section (and amending the table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter ac-
cordingly):

“§1703G. Quarterly report on referrals for
non-Department health care

““The Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
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and the House of Representatives a quarterly
report containing, with respect to referrals
for non-Department health care originating
from a medical facility of the Department
during the quarter preceding the date of the
submission of the report, a measurement of,
for each such medical facility—

‘(1) the period of time between—

‘“(A) the date on which a clinician em-
ployed by the Department determines that a
veteran requires care, or a veteran presents
to the Department requesting care, and the
date on which the referral for care is sent to
a non-Department health care provider;

‘“(B) the date on which such referral is sent
to a non-Department health care provider
and the date on which such non-Department
health care provider accepts such referral;

‘(C) the date on which such non-Depart-
ment health care provider accepts such re-
ferral and the date on which such referral is
completed;

‘(D) the date on which such referral is
completed and the date on which an appoint-
ment with a non-Department health care
provider is made; and

‘“(E) the date on which such an appoint-
ment is made and the date on which such ap-
pointment occurs; and

‘(2) any other period of time that the Sec-
retary determines necessary.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The first report
under section 1703G, as added by this section,
shall be due not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this section.

SEC. 141. ELIMINATION OF CERTAIN REQUIRE-
MENTS FOR CERTAIN DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANT
UNDER SECRETARIES.

Section 7306 of title 38, United States Code,
is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b);

(2) by redesignating subsections (c)
through (g) as subsections (b) through (f), re-
spectively; and

(3) in subsection (c) (as so redesignated), by
striking ‘‘subsection (e)”’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (d)”.

SEC. 142. MODIFICATION OF PAY LIMITATION
FOR PHYSICIANS, PODIATRISTS, OP-
TOMETRISTS, AND DENTISTS OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) PAY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7431 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘‘optometrists,” after ‘‘po-
diatrists,”” each place it appears;

(B) by inserting ‘‘optometrist’’ after ‘‘podi-
atrist,” each place it appears;

(C) in subsection (¢c)—

(i) in paragraph (5), by adding at the end
the following new sentence: ‘‘Such a notice
shall include a statement of whether the
market pay will increase, decrease, or re-
main unchanged following such evaluation.’’;
and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

““(7T) The Secretary shall ensure that each
physician, podiatrist, optometrist, and den-
tist in the Veterans Health Administration
is—

‘‘(A) advised, on an annual basis, of the cri-
teria described in subparagraph (F) of para-
graph (4);

‘“(B) evaluated in accordance with such cri-
teria; and

“(C) compensated in accordance with—

‘(i) applicable assignment and pay levels,
subject to relevant pay limitations; and

‘(i) the extent to which such criteria are
met.

‘(8) Not later than 120 days after the end of
each fiscal year, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the House of Representatives
a report that includes the following:
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““(A) A list of each facility and specialty
that conducted an evaluation of pay during
the period covered by the report.

‘“(B) For each evaluation described in sub-
paragraph (A)—

‘(i) a list of occupations for which pay was
evaluated, disaggregated by medical spe-
cialty, number of authorized full-time em-
ployees, and onsite full-time employees as of
the date of the evaluation;

‘(ii) the date such evaluation was com-
pleted;

‘(iii) whether a market pay adjustment
was made following the evaluation per each
occupation and specialty evaluated;

‘“(iv) whether applicable employees were
notified of such evaluation;

‘‘(v) whether local labor partners were no-
tified of such evaluation; and

‘(vi) in the case of an evaluation that re-
sulted in an adjustment of pay—

“(I) the date such adjustment—

‘‘(aa) was implemented; and

““(bb) became effective; and

““(IT) the percentage of employees of each
occupation and specialty for which pay was
adjusted pursuant to such evaluation.

““(C) A list of facilities of the Department
that have not conducted an evaluation of
market pay, pursuant to paragraph (), dur-
ing the 18-month-period that precedes the
date of the submission of such report.”’; and

(D) in subsection (e), by adding at the end
the following new paragraphs:

‘() Notwithstanding any compensation or
pay limitations under this title or title 5, the
Secretary may authorize the Under Sec-
retary for Health to pay physicians, podia-
trists, optometrists, and dentists—

““(A) awards authorized under this title;

‘(B) advance payments, recruitment or re-
location bonuses, and retention allowances
authorized under section 7410(a) of this title
or as otherwise provided by law;

“(C) incentives or bonuses under section
706 of this title or as otherwise provided by
law; and

‘(D) earnings from fee-basis appointments
under section 7405(a)(2) of this title.

‘“(6)(A) The Secretary may waive any pay
limitation described in this section (includ-
ing tier limitations) that the Secretary de-
termines necessary for the recruitment or
retention of critical health care personnel
whom the Secretary determines would pro-
vide direct patient care.

‘“(B) Priority for such waivers shall be
given for positions, locations, and care pro-
vided through agreements that are costly to
the Department.

‘(C) The Chief Human Capital Officer of
the Department, the Chief Financial Officer
of the Department, and the Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Department shall review
any waiver issued under subparagraph (A).

‘(D) During the period the authority under
subparagraph (A) is effective, the Secretary
may not issue more than 300 waivers under
such subparagraph.

‘““(E) The Secretary may prescribe require-
ments, limitations, and other considerations
for waivers under such subparagraph.

‘““(F') Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of the Senator Elizabeth
Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and
Benefits Improvement Act, and annually
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the House of Representatives a re-
port that includes—

‘(i) any updates to the requirements, limi-
tations, and considerations prescribed under
subparagraph (B) during the period covered
by the report;

‘“(ii) a description of the findings of each
review, if any, conducted pursuant to sub-
paragraph (C);
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‘‘(iii) a description of each waiver under
subparagraph (A) in effect as of the date of
the submission of the report, including the—

“(I) duty location, position, specialty, mar-
ket and performance considerations for the
waiver; and

“(IT) impact, if any, of the waiver on care
furnished by the Department pursuant to an
agreement regarding the geographic area;
and

‘“(iv) a list of any separation actions dur-
ing the period covered by the report with re-
spect to a position for which a waiver under
subparagraph (A) is in effect.

‘(G) The authority of the Secretary under
subparagraph (A) shall terminate on the last
day of the third full fiscal year following the
date of the enactment of the Senator Eliza-
beth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare
and Benefits Improvement Act.”’.

(2) REPORT ON WAIVER AUTHORITY.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report that in-
cludes a description of the requirements,
limitations, and other considerations pre-
scribed under section 7431(b)(6)(D) of title 38,
United States Code, as added by paragraph

(1).
(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—
(A) PAY OF UNDER SECRETARY FOR

HEALTH.—Section 7432(b)(1) of such title is
amended by inserting ¢, podiatrist, optom-
etrist,” after ‘‘physician”.

(B) ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS.—Section
7433 of such title is amended by inserting
“‘optometrists,”” after ‘‘physicians,” each
place it appears.

(C) COMPETITIVE PAY.—Section 7451(a)(2)(C)
of such title is amended by inserting ‘‘op-
tometrist,”” after ‘“‘physician,”.

(4) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(A) SUBCHAPTER HEADING.—Subchapter III
of chapter 74 of such title is amended in the
heading by inserting ‘‘Optometrists,” after
“PODIATRISTS,”.

(B) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions for such chapter is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to subchapter III and
inserting the following:

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—PAY FOR PHYSICIANS AND

OTHER HEALTH-CARE PERSONNEL’’.

(6) APPLICABILITY DATES.—The amend-
ments made by this subsection shall apply to
any pay period of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs beginning on or after the date
that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(b) MODIFICATION AND CLARIFICATION OF
PAY GRADE FOR OPTOMETRISTS.—Section 7404
of title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(2)(A), by striking ‘‘po-
diatrists, and dentists’ and inserting ‘‘podia-
trists, optometrists, and dentists’’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘podiatrist (dpm), and den-
tist”’ and inserting ‘‘podiatrist (dpm), optom-
etrist (od), and dentist”’;

(B) by striking ‘‘clinical chiropractor and
optometrist schedule,” and inserting ‘‘clin-
ical chiropractor schedule’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘optometrist grade’ after
“Podiatrist grade’.

(¢) RETROACTIVE AUTHORITY FOR COMPENSA-
TION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs may pay retroactive compensation to
a covered employee in an amount that equals
the amount of compensation that was au-
thorized to be paid to such covered employee
during the period specified in paragraph (2),
but was deferred and paid to such employee
in the calendar year following the calender
year in which such compensation was au-
thorized because the payment such com-
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pensation would have exceeded an applicable
cap on annual compensation.

(2) PERIOD SPECIFIED.—The period specified
in this paragraph is the period beginning on
January 8, 2006, and ending on December 31,
2017.

(3) EXcLUSION.—Compensation authorized
under this subsection shall not be included
in the calculation of any aggregate limit on
compensation for a covered employee for the
year in which it is paid.

(4) CHARGING OF COMPENSATION.—Com-
pensation authorized under this subsection
shall be charged to the appropriate medical
care appropriation account of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for the fiscal year
in which the work was performed except as
follows:

(A) In the case of an account that has
closed pursuant to section 1552 of title 31,
United States Code, the compensation shall
be charged to a current appropriation ac-
count in accordance with section 1553 of such
title.

(B) In the case of an expired account that
has not closed, if charging the compensation
to the expired account would cause such ac-
count to have a negative unliquidated or un-
expended balance, the compensation may be
charged to a current appropriation account
available for the same purpose.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘compensation’ means any
pay, including salary, awards, and incen-
tives.

(B) The term ‘‘covered employee’ means a
physician, podiatrist, or dentist subject to
market pay under section 7431 of title 38,
United States Code.

SEC. 143. REIMBURSEMENT OF AMBULANCE
COST FOR CARE FOR CERTAIN
RURAL VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall pay, or reimburse a cov-
ered veteran for, the cost of transporting the
veteran by ambulance, including air ambu-
lance, from a covered location to a provider
of the Department of Veterans Affairs, a
non-Department provider, or the nearest
hospital that can meet the needs of the vet-
eran (including a hospital that compacts
with the Indian Health Service) for covered
care.

(b) AMOUNT COVERED.—The maximum cu-
mulative amount covered under this section
for a covered veteran is $46,000.

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to be
effective on September 30, 2026.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered care’” means care for
a veteran eligible for care provided by the
Department of Veterans Affairs under title
38, United States Code, or any other law ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, even if the care associated with the
transport described in subsection (a) is not
authorized by the Department.

(2) The term ‘‘covered location’” means a
location that is—

(A) in a State that is 100 miles or more
from the nearest medical center of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) in an area rated as a 10 or higher under
the rural-urban commuting areas coding sys-
tem of the Department of Agriculture.

(3) The term ‘‘covered veteran’” means a
veteran who—

(A) has a service-connected disability rated
by the Secretary as between 0 and 30 percent
disabling;

(B) is not eligible for payments or reim-
bursements for beneficiary travel or other
transportation under the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, other
than under this section; and

(C) is not entitled to care or services under
a non-Department of Veterans Affairs
health-plan contract.
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(4) The term ‘‘health-plan contract’ has
the meaning given that term in section 1725
of title 38, United States Code.

(6) The term ‘‘service-connected’” has the
meaning given that term in section 101 of
such title.

SEC. 144. PILOT PROGRAM TO FURNISH DENTAL
CARE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO CERTAIN
VETERANS DIAGNOSED WITH
ISCHEMIC HEART DISEASE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall carry out a two-year pilot program (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘pilot pro-
gram’’) under which the Secretary shall fur-
nish covered care to covered veterans
through means that include the use of com-
munity care.

(b) LOCATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall select
not more than four States in which to carry
out the pilot program.

(2) SELECTION CRITERIA.—In selecting
States under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall prioritize States in which—

(A) the Department of Veterans Affairs
serves a high proportion, as determined by
the Secretary, of veterans residing in rural
or highly rural areas (as determined through
the use of the Rural-Urban Commuting
Areas coding system of the Department of
Agriculture);

(B) dental clinics operated by the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs currently utilize
teledentistry;

(C) the Department of Veterans Affairs
does not currently operate a dental clinic; or

(D) the Secretary determines a large per-
centage of veterans enrolled in the system of
annual patient enrollment of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs established and op-
erated under paragraphs (1) or (2) of section
1705(a) of title 38, United States Code, visit
emergency rooms for dental emergencies at
high rates.

(c) PARTICIPATION LIMITATION.—Participa-
tion in a pilot program established pursuant
to this section shall be limited to a covered
veteran who receives health care in a facility
of the Department located in a State se-
lected under subsection (b).

(d) USE OF CERTAIN METHODS TO PROVIDE
CARE.—

(1) MOBILE DENTAL CLINICS.—In carrying
out the pilot program, the Secretary shall
test the efficacy of mobile dental clinics to
service rural areas that do not have a popu-
lation base to warrant a full-time clinic but
where there are covered veterans in need of
dental care.

(2) HOME-BASED DENTAL CARE.—In carrying
out the pilot program, the Secretary shall
test the efficacy of portable dental care units
to service rural veterans in their homes, as
the Secretary considers medically appro-
priate.

(e) ADMINISTRATION.—

(1) COMMUNITY CARE NETWORK REVIEW.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Before commencing the
pilot program, the Secretary shall work with
third party administrators to conduct a re-
view of dental providers who are part of the
community care network of the Department
in each State selected under subsection (b)(1)
to ensure—

(i) dental providers who are no longer ac-
cepting patients from the Department—

(I) are not still listed as providers accept-
ing referrals from the Department; and

(IT) are not sent referrals from the Depart-
ment; and

(ii) dental providers participating in each
such network are capable of receiving an in-
flux of patients from the Department under
the pilot program.
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(B) EXPANSION OF NETWORK.—If, pursuant
to a review under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary determines the community care net-
work in a State selected under subsection
(b)(1) is not capable of receiving an influx of
patients under the pilot program, the Sec-
retary shall coordinate with the Third Party
Administrator for such State to ensure the
dental provider network of such community
care network is sufficiently expanded before
the initiation of the pilot program.

(2) NOTICE TO COVERED VETERANS.—In car-
rying out the pilot program, the Secretary
shall inform all covered veterans in States
selected under subsection (b)(1) of the cov-
ered care available under the pilot program.

(3) LOSS OF ELIGIBILITY.—Any veteran par-
ticipating in the pilot program who ceases to
be a covered veteran shall be removed from
the pilot program on the date that is 90 days
after the Secretary determines the partici-
pant is no longer a covered veteran.

(4) CONTINUITY OF CARE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the termination of
the pilot program, the Secretary shall pro-
vide to all veterans participating in the pilot
program at the time of such termination—

(i) information on how to enroll in the den-
tal insurance plan of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs under section 1712C of title 38,
United States Code;

(ii) if appropriate, information on the
VETSmile program of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, or any successor program;
and

(iii) contact information for dental pro-
viders in the surrounding community who
provide low- or no-cost dental care and
whom the Secretary has confirmed are avail-
able to take on new patients.

(B) CONTINUATION OF TREATMENT PLAN.—
Any veteran participating in the pilot pro-
gram may continue to receive services under
the pilot program after the termination of
the pilot program to complete a treatment
plan commenced under the pilot program, as
determined necessary by the Secretary.

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the commencement of the pilot
program, and annually thereafter for the du-
ration of the pilot program, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that includes—

(A) an identification of the States partici-
pating in the pilot program;

(B) a description of the implementation
and operation of the pilot program;

(C) the number of participants in the pilot
program, disaggregated by—

(i) State; and

(ii) disability rating;

(D) an identification of any barriers or
challenges to implementing the pilot pro-
gram;

(E) aggregated feedback from participants
in the pilot program, including from inter-
views and surveys;

(F) the average annual cost of providing
covered care to a participant in the pilot
program, disaggregated by—

(i) State;

(ii) disability rating; and

(iii) whether the care was provided through
the community care network or through a
provider of the Department;

(G) an analysis of the communication and
collaboration of the Department with Third
Party Administrators and community care
dental providers, disaggregated by State;

(H) an analysis of any cost savings by the
Department with respect to the treatment of
ischemic heart disease;

(I) an assessment of the impact of the pilot
program on appointments for care, prescrip-
tions, hospitalizations, emergency room vis-
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its, wellness, employability, satisfaction,

and perceived quality of life of covered vet-

erans related to their diagnosis of ischemic
heart disease;

(J) an analysis and assessment of the effi-
cacy of mobile clinics and portable dental
care units, to the extent such modalities are
used, to service the needs of covered veterans
under the pilot program;

(K) an analysis and assessment of the
usage of teledentistry to service the needs of
covered veterans under the pilot program, to
include a cost benefit analysis of such serv-
ices; and

(L) such other matters as the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
before the completion of the pilot program,
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives and the Senate a report on
the pilot program that—

(A) includes the matters required under
paragraph (1);

(B) includes recommendations on whether
the pilot program should be continued, ex-
panded, or adopted throughout the Depart-
ment; and

(C) indicates whether the Secretary re-
quests action by Congress to make the pilot
program permanent.

(g) IMPACT ON COMMUNITY CARE.—Partici-
pants in the pilot program shall be able to
access covered care in the community under
section 1703 of title 38, United States Code.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered care’’ means dental
care that is consistent with the dental serv-
ices and treatment furnished by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to veterans pursu-
ant to section 1712(a)(1)(G) of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran” means a
veteran who—

(A) is enrolled in the system of annual pa-
tient enrollment of the Department estab-
lished and operated under paragraphs (1) or
(2) of section 1705(a) of title 38, United States
Code;

(B) is not eligible for dental services and
treatment and related dental appliances
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary as of the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(C) has a diagnosis of ischemic heart dis-
ease.

(3) The term ‘‘Third Party Administrator’’
has the meaning given such term in section
1703F of such title.

SEC. 145. DOCUMENTATION OF PREFERENCES OF
VETERANS FOR SCHEDULING OF AP-
POINTMENTS FOR HEALTH CARE
UNDER LAWS ADMINISTERED BY
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall de-
velop a mechanism to solicit information re-
garding the preference of veterans enrolled
in the system of annual patient enrollment
of the Department of Veterans Affairs estab-
lished and operated under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code, for scheduling of
appointments for health care and related
services under the laws administered by the
Secretary, including through mnon-Depart-
ment providers.

(b) DOCUMENTATION OF PREFERENCE.—Pref-
erences provided voluntarily by a veteran
pursuant to subsection (a) shall be docu-
mented on My HealtheVet or another system
designated by the Secretary that allows the
veteran to view and change such preferences
at any time.

(c) INCLUSION IN PREFERENCE.—Preferences
solicited under subsection (a) shall include
the following:
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(1) How and when the veteran prefers to be
contacted about an appointment for health
care.

(2) Whether the veteran prefers to schedule
appointments without the assistance of the
Department, if able.

(3) Whether the veteran prefers to select a
provider without the assistance of the De-
partment, if able.

(4) Whether the veteran prefers appoint-
ments to be scheduled during certain days or
times.

(d) USE OF PREFERENCE.—The Secretary
shall make the preferences provided under
subsection (a) easily accessible to medical
support assistants and other staff of the De-
partment, or non-Department staff, as the
Secretary determines appropriate, who assist
in the appointment scheduling process.

(e) DEPLOYMENT OF MECHANISM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning after the date
on which the Secretary develops the mecha-
nism required under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) test the mechanism in not fewer than
three geographically diverse Veterans Inte-
grated Service Networks; and

(B) gather feedback about the effectiveness
of such mechanism from veterans, medical
support assistants, staff and other stake-
holders as the Secretary determines appro-
priate.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not
implement such mechanism across the Vet-
erans Health Administration of the Depart-
ment before the Secretary addresses the
feedback described in paragraph (1)(B).

SEC. 146. STAFFING MODEL AND PERFORMANCE
METRICS FOR CERTAIN EMPLOYEES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) STAFFING MODEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall—

(A) develop, validate, and implement a
staffing model for the Office of Integrated
Veteran Care of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, or successor office, Veterans Inte-
grated Services Networks, and medical cen-
ters of the Department that includes appro-
priate target staffing levels nationally, re-
gionally, and locally to ensure timely access
to care and effectively oversee the provision
of care by the Department, whether at a fa-
cility of the Department or through a non-
Department provider; and

(B) provide to Congress a briefing on such
staffing model, which shall include—

(i) the metrics and measures used by the
Secretary in developing such staffing model;

(ii) an analysis of how such staffing model
compares to the staffing models of other rel-
evant Government-owned and private sector
health care systems; and

(iii) an estimate of the portion of the roles
in such staffing model that will be filled by
contracted staff at any given time.

(2) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF STAFFING
MODEL.—Not later than one year after the
date on which the Secretary implements the
staffing model required under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall submit to Congress and
the Comptroller General of the United States
a report containing—

(A) an update on such implementation; and

(B) information on the outcomes yielded
by such staffing model in terms of improved
access to care for veterans and improved
compliance with relevant laws, regulations,
policy directives, and guidance governing ac-
cess to care.

(b) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall develop and implement a
plan, with an appropriate tracking system,
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to incorporate appropriate standardized per-
formance metrics and oversight measures
within the performance appraisal systems
for employees of the Department specified in
paragraph (2).

(2) EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT SPECI-
FIED.—Employees of the Department speci-
fied in this paragraph are employees who are
responsible for ensuring timely access to
care from the Department, compliance with
relevant statutes and regulations relating to
the provision of care, including section 1703
of title 38, United States Code, and over-
seeing the provision of care, whether at a fa-
cility of the Department or through a non-
Department provider, including employees
within the Office of Integrated Veteran Care
of the Department, or successor office, em-
ployees of a Veterans Integrated Service
Network, and employees of a medical center
of the Department.

(3) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF PER-
FORMANCE METRICS.—Not later than one year
after implementing the performance metrics
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall submit to Congress and the Comp-
troller General of the United States a report
containing—

(A) an update on such implementation; and

(B) information on the outcomes yielded
by such performance metrics in terms of im-
proved access to care for veterans and im-
proved compliance with relevant laws, policy
directives, and guidance governing access to
care.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than two years
after the later of the date on which the
Comptroller General receives the report
under subsection (a)(2) or the report under
subsection (b)(3), the Comptroller General
shall submit to Congress a report that in-
cludes—

(1) an assessment of the performance of the
Office of Integrated Veteran Care of the De-
partment, or successor office, in improving
access to care for veterans in facilities of the
Department and pursuant to section 1703 of
title 38, United States Code; and

(2) such recommendations as the Comp-
troller General considers appropriate with
respect to improving access to the care de-
scribed in paragraph (1) for veterans.

SEC. 147. ONLINE HEALTH EDUCATION PORTAL
FOR VETERANS ENROLLED IN PA-
TIENT ENROLLMENT SYSTEM OF DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall establish, on an Inter-
net website of the Department, a health edu-
cation portal that includes interactive edu-
cational modules to ensure veterans enrolled
in the patient enrollment system of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs established and
operated under section 1705(a) of title 38,
United States Code, understand the basic
health care eligibilities and entitlements of
veterans under the laws administered by the
Secretary, including under the Veterans
Community Care Program under section 1703
of such title.

SEC. 148. LIMITATION ON DETAIL OF DIRECTORS
OF MEDICAL CENTERS OF DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO
DIFFERENT POSITIONS.

(a) NOTIFICATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after detailing a director of a medical center
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to a
different position within the Department,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall no-
tify the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the House of Representatives of
such detail.

(2) MATTERS TO BE INCLUDED.—The notifica-
tion required by paragraph (1) shall include,
with respect to a director of a medical center
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who is detailed to a different position within
the Department, the following information:

(A) The location at which the director is
detailed.

(B) The position title of the detail.

(C) The estimated time the director is ex-
pected to be absent from their duties at the
medical center.

(D) Such other information as the Sec-
retary may determine appropriate.

(b) APPOINTMENT OF ACTING DIRECTOR.—
Not later than 120 days after detailing a di-
rector of a medical center of the Department
to a different position within the Depart-
ment, the Secretary shall appoint an indi-
vidual as acting director of such medical
center with all of the authority and respon-
sibilities of the detailed director.

(c) UPDATE ON DETAIL.—Not later than 120
days after detailing a director of a medical
center of the Department to a different posi-
tion within the Department, and not less fre-
quently than every 30 days thereafter while
the detail is in effect or while the director
position at the medical center is vacant, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives an update regarding the sta-
tus of the detail.

(d) RETURN TO POSITION OR REASSIGN-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), not later than 180 days after
detailing a director of a medical center of
the Department to a different position with-
in the Department, for a reason other than
an ongoing investigation or administrative
action with respect to the director, the Sec-
retary shall—

(A) return the individual to the position as
director of the medical center; or

(B) reassign the individual from the posi-
tion as director of the medical center and
begin the process of hiring a new director for
such position.

(2) WAIVER.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive
the requirement under paragraph (1) with re-
spect to an individual for successive 90-day
increments for a total period of not more
than 540 days from the original date the indi-
vidual was detailed away from their position
as director of a medical center.

(B) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
after exercising a waiver under subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall notify Congress of
the waiver and provide to Congress informa-
tion as to why the waiver is necessary.

SEC. 149. NATIONAL VETERAN SUICIDE PREVEN-
TION ANNUAL REPORT.

(a) NATIONAL VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION
ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and not later than September 30 of each year
thereafter, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees and publish on a publicly
available website of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs a report to be known as the
‘“National Veteran Suicide Prevention An-
nual Report”’.

(2) EXTENSION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary requires
an extension of the deadline for a report
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a written request for such an exten-
sion.

(B) ELEMENTS.—Each written request
under paragraph (1) for an extension for a re-
port shall include the following:

(i) The rationale for the delay in the sub-
mission of the report.

(ii) An explanation of the need for an ex-
tension.
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(iii) A proposed amended date for the sub-
mission and publication of the report.

(3) BRIEFING.—With respect to each report
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall, before the date on which the Secretary
submits such report, provide to the appro-
priate congressional committees a briefing
on such report.

(4) ELEMENTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Each report required
under paragraph (1) shall include—

(i) the findings of the national analysis of
veteran suicide rates for the latest year for
which data is available;

(ii) an identification of trends, if any, dem-
onstrated by such data; and

(iii) a comparison of such data to data on
veteran suicide rates during preceding years.

(B) ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS.—Each report
under paragraph (1) shall include, for the
year covered by the report, the following:

(i) Suicide rates of veterans disaggregated
by age, gender, and race or ethnicity.

(ii) Trends in suicide rates of veterans
compared to engagement of those veterans
with health care from the Veterans Health
Administration, including an examination of
trends in suicide rates or deaths among—

(I) veterans who have recently received
health care from the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration as compared to veterans who
have never received health care from the
Veterans Health Administration;

(IT) veterans who are enrolled in the pa-
tient enrollment system of the Department
of Veterans Affairs under section 1705(a) of
title 38, United States Code, as compared to
veterans who have never enrolled in such
system;

(ITI) veterans who have recently used serv-
ices from a Vet Center as compared to vet-
erans who have never used such services;

(IV) to the extent practicable, veterans
who have a diagnosis of substance use dis-
order; and

(V) other groups of veterans relating to en-
gagement with health care from the Vet-
erans Health Administration, as the Sec-
retary considers practicable.

(iii) To the extent practicable, trends in
suicide rates of veterans compared to en-
gagement of those veterans with benefits
from the Veterans Benefits Administration,
including an examination of trends in sui-
cide rates or deaths among—

(I) veterans who are currently using, have
previously used, or have never used edu-
cational assistance under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary;

(IT) veterans who are currently receiving,
have previously received, or have never re-
ceived services or assistance under chapter
31 of title 38, United States Code;

(ITI) with respect to compensation under
chapter 11 of such title—

(aa) veterans who were recipients of such
compensation as compared to veterans who
never applied for such compensation prior to
death;

(bb) veterans who had a claim denied for
such compensation prior to death;

(cc) veterans who had a pending claim for
such compensation at time of death; and

(dd) veterans who had an entitlement for
such compensation reduced prior to death;

(IV) veterans who are currently receiving
or have never received pension under chapter
15 of title 38, United States Code;

(V) veterans who are currently using, have
recently used, or have never used programs
or services provided by the Homeless Pro-
grams Office of the Department, including an
examination of trends in suicide rates or
deaths among veterans who made contact
with such office but were denied or deemed
ineligible for any such program or service;

(VI) with respect to housing loans guaran-
teed by the Secretary under chapter 37 of
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title 38, United States Code, veterans who
are current recipients of, were recent recipi-
ents of, or have never received such a loan;

(VII) veterans owing debts to the Depart-
ment;

(VIII) veterans who were involved in a vet-
erans treatment court program, whether
they graduated successfully or not; and

(IX) veterans who were successfully con-
tacted, unsuccessfully contacted, or never
contacted by the Department through the
Solid Start program under section 6320 of
title 38, United States Code.

(C) STRATEGY AND RECOMMENDATIONS.—

(i) INITIAL REPORT.—The initial report
under paragraph (1) shall include a strategy
and recommendations developed by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in collaboration
with the Director of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, for—

(I) improving data collection at the State
and local levels to accurately capture suicide
deaths of veterans;

(IT) improving the timeliness, efficacy, and
standardization of data reporting on suicide
deaths of veterans at the Federal level, in-
cluding by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention and the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs;

(ITI) improving the timeliness of identifica-
tion and analysis of suicide deaths of vet-
erans by Federal agencies, including the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and
the Department of Veterans Affairs; and

(IV) any other necessary process improve-
ments for improving the timeliness, efficacy,
and standardization of reporting of data re-
lating to suicide deaths of veterans, particu-
larly with respect to the annual report under
this section.

(ii) SUBSEQUENT REPORTS.—Each report
after the initial report under paragraph (1)
shall include updates on actions taken to
meet the strategy and recommendations de-
veloped under subparagraph (A).

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees” means the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the House of
Representatives.

(B) The term ‘‘Vet Center’” means a center
for readjustment counseling and related
mental health services for veterans under
section 1712A of title 38, United States Code.

(b) INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT OF NATIONAL
VETERAN SUICIDE PREVENTION ANNUAL RE-
PORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall enter
into one or more contracts with a private
sector entity described in paragraph (5) to
conduct an independent assessment of the
National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual
Report required under subsection (a).

(2) FREQUENCY.—The private sector entity
or entities carrying out the assessment re-
quired under paragraph (1) shall complete
such assessment not later than 240 days after
entering into the contract described in such
subsection and not less frequently than
every five years thereafter.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each assessment required
under paragraph (1) shall analyze the fol-
lowing:

(A) The methodology used by the Depart-
ment to track, analyze, categorize, and re-
port suicide deaths and suicide rates among
veterans.

(B) Whether data sources used by the De-
partment to compile data on suicide deaths
and suicide rates among veterans are accu-
rately reflecting such data.

(C) Vulnerabilities in the methodology
used by the Department that could lead to
inaccurate counting of suicide deaths and
suicide rates among veterans.
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(D) The ability of the Department to cross
reference suicide deaths and suicide rates
among veterans with trends in usage of pro-
grams of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion or the Veterans Benefits Administration
or other programs that could serve as wide-
spread protective factors against suicide.

(E) Improvements that could be made to
ensure the National Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Annual Report required under sub-
section (a) is accurate and comprehensive
and provides insights for making improve-
ments to the suicide prevention efforts of the
Department.

(4) REPORT ON ASSESSMENT.—

(A) REPORT ON FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDA-
TIONS.—Not later than 60 days after com-
pleting an assessment required by paragraph
(1), the private sector entity or entities car-
rying out the assessment shall submit to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on
the findings and recommendations of the pri-
vate sector entity or entities with respect to
such assessment.

(B) REPORT ON PLANNED IMPROVEMENTS.—
Not later than 60 days after receiving a re-
port under paragraph (1) with respect to an
assessment required by paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report on how
the Department plans to improve the Na-
tional Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual
Report required under subsection (a) based
on such assessment.

() PRIVATE SECTOR ENTITY DESCRIBED.—A
private sector entity described in this para-
graph is a private entity that—

(A) specializes in analyzing large-scale or-
ganizational data collection and analysis ef-
forts, especially with respect to the health
care sector; and

(B) has experience and proven outcomes in
optimizing the accuracy and comprehensive-
ness of data collection and analysis related
to suicide.

(¢c) REPORT ON ADDITIONAL BENEFITS AND
SERVICES FROM DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TO PREVENT VETERAN SUICIDE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than three years
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives and publish on a publicly available
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a report that analyzes which benefits
and services under the laws administered by
such Secretary, including such benefits and
services furnished by the Veterans Benefits
Administration, have the greatest impact on
the prevention of suicide among veterans, in-
cluding recommendations for potential ex-
pansion of services and benefits to reduce the
number of veteran suicides.

(2) ASSESSMENT OF SOLID START PROGRAM.—
The report required by paragraph (1) shall in-
clude an analysis of the effectiveness of the
Solid Start program under section 6320 of
title 38, United States Code, on prevention of
suicide among veterans.

(d) TOOLKIT FOR STATE AND LoOCAL CORO-
NERS AND MEDICAL EXAMINERS ON BEST PRAC-
TICES FOR IDENTIFYING AND REPORTING ON
SUICIDE DEATHS OF VETERANS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, in collaboration with the Director of
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, shall develop a toolkit for State and
local coroners and medical examiners that
contains best practices for—

(A) accurately identifying and reporting
suicide deaths of veterans, including how to
identify veteran status; and
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(B) reporting such deaths to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention and other
applicable entities.

(2) AVAILABILITY.—Not later than two
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall make the toolkit de-
veloped under paragraph (1) available on a
publicly available website of the Department
of Veterans Affairs.

(3) OUTREACH.—The Secretary, in collabo-
ration with the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, shall con-
duct outreach to appropriate State and local
agencies to promote the availability and use
of the toolkit developed under paragraph (1).
SEC. 150. REPORT ON PHYSICAL INFRASTRUC-

TURE REQUIRED BY MEDICAL FA-
CILITIES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO PROVIDE DEN-
TAL CARE SERVICES.

Not later than one year after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report,
for each medical center or other relevant
health care facility of the Department of
Veterans Affairs, that includes—

(1) an identification of the physical infra-
structure, including new facilities, renova-
tions, remodels, leases, or other infrastruc-
ture, such medical center or health care fa-
cility requires to provide dental care serv-
ices to veterans eligible for such services
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary; and

(2) an analysis of the physical infrastruc-
ture such medical center or health care facil-
ity would require if a greater number of vet-
erans became eligible for such dental care
services pursuant to a modification of the
laws administered by the Secretary.

SEC. 151. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT ON
CERTAIN ORAL HEALTH CARE PRO-
GRAMS UNDER LAWS ADMINIS-
TERED BY SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the status of the
oral health care programs of the Department
of Veterans Affairs, that includes an assess-
ment of—

(1) any issues with information technology
programs, including Dental Record Manager
Plus, that affect dental care staff of the De-
partment;

(2) the implementation of the dental insur-
ance plan of the Department under section
1712C of title 38, United States Code;

(3) the implementation and expansion of
the VETSmile program of the Department;

(4) barriers preventing the Department
from expanding dental care eligibility to all
veterans with ischemic heart disease, includ-
ing such barriers relating to physical infra-
structure, workforce, and cost of such dental
care;

(5) barriers preventing dental clinics of the
Department, if any, from adopting teleden-
tistry;

(6) the demographic makeup of veterans el-
igible for dental care paid for by the Depart-
ment as of the commencement of the pilot
program under section 144 of this Act, in-
cluding information on—

(A) age;

(B) gender;

(C) race or ethnicity, disaggregated by—

(i) membership in an Indian Tribe; and

(ii) the major race groups used in the de-
cennial census;

(D) employment status; and

(E) location of residence, disaggregated by
rural, highly rural, and urban locations; and
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(7) changes to such demographic makeup if
any, that would result from an expansion of
eligibility for dental care under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary to all veterans
with ischemic heart disease including
changes to demographics specified in para-
graph (6).

(b) THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘Third
Party Administrator’” means an entity that
manages a provider network and performs
administrative services related to such net-
work under section 1703 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 152. REVIEW OF WORKFLOWS ASSOCIATED
WITH PROCESSING REFERRALS BE-
TWEEN FACILITIES OF THE VET-
ERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall conduct a review of the
workflows directly associated with proc-
essing referrals of patients between facilities
of the Veterans Health Administration of the
Department of Veterans Affairs to identify
specific delays or bottlenecks in such refer-
rals.

(b) ELEMENTS OF REVIEW.—The review re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include a
review of—

(1) the interfacility consult management
guidance of the Veterans Health Administra-
tion that assists facilities described in sub-
section (a) in constructing a workflow for
consults between such facilities; and

(2) the roles and responsibilities of the in-
dividuals involved in the consult manage-
ment process in managing such consults, in-
cluding the role of the referral coordination
team.

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
on the results of the review required under
subsection (a).

SEC. 153. PLAN FOR TIMELY SCHEDULING OF AP-
POINTMENTS AT MEDICAL FACILI-
TIES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) PLAN REQUIRED.—To improve respon-
siveness in the provision of hospital care and
medical services at medical facilities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall develop a
plan to—

(1) ensure that whenever a covered veteran
contacts the Department by telephone to re-
quest the scheduling of an appointment for
care or services for the covered veteran at
such a facility, the scheduling for the ap-
pointment occurs during that telephone call
(regardless of the prospective date of the ap-
pointment being scheduled); and

(2) provide timely and, where applicable,
same-day scheduling for an appointment de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on the plan
under subsection (a).

(¢c) COVERED VETERAN DEFINED.—In this
section, the term ‘‘covered veteran’ means a
veteran who is enrolled in the system of pa-
tient enrollment of the Department under
section 1705(a) of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 154. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS
TO SUPPORT INITIATIVES FOR MO-
BILE MAMMOGRAPHY SERVICES FOR
VETERANS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs $5,000,000
for fiscal year 2025 for the Office of Women'’s
Health of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs under section 7310 of title 38, United
States Code, to be used by the Secretary to
expand access of women veterans to—
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(1) mobile mammography initiatives;

(2) advanced mammography equipment;
and

(3) outreach activities to publicize those
initiatives and equipment.

TITLE II—-ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Educational Assistance

SEC. 201. TEMPORARY EXPANSION OF ELIGI-
BILITY FOR MARINE GUNNERY SER-
GEANT JOHN DAVID FRY SCHOLAR-
SHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall treat an individual de-
scribed in subsection (b) as a covered indi-
vidual described in section 3311(b) of title 38,
United States Code.

(b) COVERED INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED.—An in-
dividual described in this subsection is an in-
dividual who is the child or spouse of a per-
son—

(1) who dies from a service-connected dis-
ability during the 120-day period imme-
diately following the day on which the per-
son was discharged or released from duty as
a member of the Armed Forces (without re-
gard to whether such duty was active duty);
and

(2)(A) who received an honorable discharge;
or

(B) whose service in the Armed Forces is
characterized by the Secretary concerned as
honorable service.

(¢c) APPLICABILITY.—This
apply with respect to—

(1) deaths that occur before, on, or after
the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) a quarter, semester, or term, as applica-
ble, commencing—

(A) on or after August 1, 2025; and

(B) before October 1, 2027.

SEC. 202. REMOVAL OF EXPIRATION ON ENTITLE-
MENT TO MARINE GUNNERY SER-
GEANT JOHN DAVID FRY SCHOLAR-
SHIP FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES.

Section 3311(f) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (2);

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (3) through
(5) as paragraphs (2) through (4), respec-
tively;

(3) in paragraph (2), as redesignated by
paragraph (2) of this section, by striking ‘‘in
paragraph (4)”’ and inserting ‘‘in paragraph
(3)”; and

(4) in paragraph (3)(A), as redesignated by
paragraph (2) of this section, by striking
‘“‘under paragraph (3)” and inserting ‘‘under
paragraph (2)”.

SEC. 203. SOLE LIABILITY FOR TRANSFERRED
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE BY AN
INDIVIDUAL WHO FAILS TO COM-
PLETE A SERVICE AGREEMENT.

Subsection (i) of section 3319 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by striking “‘In the event’ and insert-
ing ‘“‘Subject to paragraph (2), in the event’’;
and

(B) by inserting ‘‘of this title” after ‘‘sec-
tion 3685’;

(2) in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2)—

(A) in the heading, by striking “IN GEN-
ERAL’ and inserting ‘‘SOLE LIABILITY’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘under paragraph (1) and
inserting ‘‘for which the individual shall be
solely liable to the United States for the
amount of the overpayment for purposes of
section 3685 of this title’’; and

(3) in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (2)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘Subparagraph (A) shall not apply”’
and inserting ‘‘Neither the individual nor the
dependent shall be liable to the TUnited
States for the amount of the overpayment
for purposes of section 3685 of this title’’; and

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘of this
title” after ‘‘section 3311(c)(4)”.

section shall
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SEC. 204. NOTICE TO EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS OF RISK-BASED SURVEYS.

Section 3673A(d) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘one business
day’’ and inserting ‘‘two business days’’.

SEC. 205. RELATIONSHIP OF PARTICIPATION BY
AN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION IN
CERTAIN FEDERAL STUDENT FINAN-
CIAL AID PROGRAMS TO APPROVAL
OF SUCH INSTITUTION FOR PUR-
POSES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS.

Paragraph (4) of section 3675(b) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(4) The educational institution—

‘“(A) is approved and participates in a pro-
gram under title IV of the Higher Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 et seq.); or

‘(B) does not participate in such a pro-
gram and the Secretary has waived the re-
quirement under this paragraph with respect
to the educational institution, and submits
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives notice
of such waiver, because the Secretary deter-
mines that the educational institution—

‘‘(i) elects not to participate in such a pro-
gram;

‘“(ii) cannot participate in such a program;
or

‘‘(iii) is in the process of making a good-
faith effort to submit an initial application
for approval to participate in such a pro-
gram, except that a waiver under this clause
may not be provided for a period of longer
than 36 months.”.

SEC. 206. EXPANSION OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS OVERSIGHT OF CER-
TAIN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

(a) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR AP-
PROVAL.—Section 3675(b) of title 38, United
States Code, as amended by section 205, is
further amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘(5) The educational institution agrees to,
not later than 30 days after any date on
which such educational institution becomes
subject to an action or event described in
section 3673(e)(3) of this title, submit to the
State approving agency, or the Secretary
when acting in the role of a State approving
agency, a notification of such action or
event in such form and containing such in-
formation as the Secretary determines ap-
propriate.”.

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR AP-
PROVAL OF NONACCREDITED COURSES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3676(c) of such
title is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (14)
through (16) as paragraphs (15) through (17),
respectively; and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (13) the
following new paragraph:

‘“(14) The institution agrees to, not later
than 30 days after any date on which such in-
stitution becomes subject to an action or
event described in section 3673(e)(3) of this
title, submit to the State approving agency,
or the Secretary when acting in the role of a
State approving agency, a notification of
such action or event in such form and con-
taining such information as the Secretary
determines appropriate.”’.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such title is
further amended—

(A) in section 3672(b)(2)(C), by striking
“paragraph (14) or (15)’ and inserting ‘‘para-
graph (15) or (16)’’;

(B) in section 3675(b)(3), by striking ‘‘(14),
(15), and (16)” and inserting ‘‘(15), (16), and
an’,

(C) in section 3679(d), by striking ‘‘de-
scribed in paragraph (14) or (15)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘described in paragraph (15) or (16)”’; and
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(D) in section 3680A(a)(4)(C)(iii), by strik-
ing ‘‘section 3676(c)(14) and (15)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘section 3676(c)(15) and (16)"’.

(c) ADDITIONAL GROUNDS FOR SUSPENSION
OF APPROVAL.—Section 3679(f)(1) of such title
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subparagraph:

‘(I) Comply with the notification require-
ments under sections 3675(b)(5) and 3676(c)(14)
of this title, when applicable.”.

(d) DEADLINE FOR RISK-BASED SURVEYS
DATABASE.—The Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall establish the database required
under section 3673A(c) of title 38, United
States Code, by not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 207. REQUIREMENT THAT EDUCATIONAL IN-
STITUTIONS APPROVED FOR PUR-
POSES OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAMS PROVIDE DIG-
ITAL OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Section 3675(b) of title
38, United States Code, as amended by sec-
tions 205 and 206, is further amended by add-
ing at the end the following new paragraph:

‘“(6) The educational institution makes
available to each eligible person or veteran a
copy of the person or veteran’s official tran-
script in a digital format.”’.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

1) APPROVAL OF COURSES.—Section
3672(b)(2)(A) of such title is amended by

striking “(b)(1) and (b)(2)” and inserting
“paragraphs (1), (2), and (6) of section
3675(b)".

(2) APPROVAL OF NONACCREDITED COURSES.—
Section 3676(c) of such title is amended—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (17) as
paragraph (18); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (16) the
following new paragraph (17):

““(17) In the case of a course that leads to
a standard college degree, the educational
institution satisfies the requirements of sec-
tion 3675(b)(6) of this title.”.

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section
3675(b)(3) of such title is amended by striking
¢(16), (16), and (17)” and inserting ‘(15), (16),
and (18)”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect on Au-
gust 1, 2025, and apply with respect to a quar-
ter, semester, or term, as applicable, com-
mencing on or after such date.

SEC. 208. PAYMENT OF FULL MONTHLY HOUSING
STIPEND FOR VETERANS ENROLLED
IN FINAL SEMESTER USING EDU-
CATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAM.

(a) HOUSING ALLOWANCE.—Section 3680(a)(3)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively (and
by redesignating each subordinate provision
and the margins thereof accordingly);

(2) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)’ and inserting ‘‘(A) Notwith-
standing paragraph (1)”’;

(3) by striking *‘, including a monthly
housing stipend described in section 3313(c)
of this title,”; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph (B):

‘“(B) For purposes of providing a monthly
housing stipend described in section 3313(c)
to an eligible veteran or eligible person for
whom the Secretary is providing educational
assistance under chapter 33 of this title dur-
ing a period that is the last semester, term,
or academic period pursuant to subparagraph
(A), the Secretary shall treat the veteran or
person as pursuing a program of education
on a full-time basis.””.

(b) APPLICATION.—The amendments made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the
date of the enactment of this Act and apply

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

with respect to a quarter, semester, or term,

as applicable, commencing on or after Janu-

ary 1, 2025.

SEC. 209. MODIFICATION OF RULES FOR AP-
PROVAL OF COMMERCIAL DRIVER
EDUCATION PROGRAMS FOR PUR-
POSES OF EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE PROGRAMS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a)(4) of sec-
tion 2 of the Veteran Improvement Commer-
cial Driver License Act of 2023 (Public Law
118-95) is amended, in the matter to be in-
serted as the new paragraph (2) of section
3680A(e) of title 38, United States Code—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) in the matter preceding clause (i), by
striking ‘‘the commercial driver education
program offered at the branch by the edu-
cational institution—"’ and inserting and em
dash; and

(B) by striking clauses (i) and (ii) and in-
serting the following:

‘(i) the commercial driver education pro-
gram offered at the branch by the edu-
cational institution is approved for purposes
of this chapter by a State approving agency
(or the Secretary when acting in the role of
a State approving agency); and

“(ii)(I) such branch is located in a State in
which such educational institution offers
such commercial driver education program
at another branch of such educational insti-
tution; or

‘“(IT) such branch—

‘‘(aa) has been operating for at least one
year; and

‘“(bb) offers such commercial driver edu-
cation program, using the same curriculum
as another branch of such educational insti-
tution.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(D) The Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a notifica-
tion not later than 30 days after the Sec-
retary grants an exemption under subpara-
graph (A). Such notification shall identify
the educational institution, and the branch
thereof, granted such exemption.”.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Section 2(b) of such
Act is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘180 days”’
and inserting ‘365 days’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

“(3) REGULATIONS.—In prescribing any reg-
ulation to carry out the amendments made
by subsection (a), the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall consult with State approving
agencies designated under section 3671 of
such title.

‘“(4) GAO sTUDY.—Not later than 365 days
after the applicability date under paragraph
(2), the Comptroller General of the United
States shall—

‘“(A) conduct a study to—

‘“(i) determine the effects of the amend-
ments made by subsection (a); and

‘“(ii) the feasibility and advisability of
similarly amending the rules for approval of
programs of education for other vocational
programs of education; and

‘(B) submit to the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report on the findings of
the Comptroller General with respect to such
study.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall take effect as if
included in such Act on the date of the en-
actment of such Act.

SEC. 210. PROVISION OF CERTIFICATES OF ELIGI-
BILITY AND AWARD LETTERS USING
ELECTRONIC MEANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
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after section 3698 the following new section

(and conforming the table of sections at the

beginning of such chapter accordingly):

“§3698A. Provision of certificates of eligi-
bility and award letters using electronic
means

‘‘(a) REQUIREMENT.—Except as provided by
subsection (b), the Secretary shall provide to
an individual the following documents using
electronic means:

‘(1) A certificate of eligibility for the enti-
tlement of the individual to covered edu-
cational assistance.

‘(2) An award letter regarding the author-
ization of the individual to receive covered
educational assistance.

“(b) ELECTION TO OPT OUT.—An individual
may elect to receive the documents specified
in subsection (a) by mail rather than
through electronic means under subsection
(a). An individual may revoke such an elec-
tion at any time, by means prescribed by the
Secretary.

“(c) COVERED EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—
In this section, the term ‘covered edu-
cational assistance’ means educational as-
sistance under chapter 30, 33, or 35 of this
title, or section 3699C of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3698 the following new item:

““3698A. Provision of certificates of eligibility
and award letters using elec-
tronic means.”.

SEC. 211. RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE OF

LAW REGARDING CHARGE TO ENTI-
TLEMENT TO EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO DO
NOT TRANSFER CREDITS FROM CER-
TAIN CLOSED OR DISAPPROVED
PROGRAMS OF EDUCATION.

Section 3699(c)(2) of title 38, United States
Code, is amended by striking subparagraph
(C) and inserting the following new subpara-
graph (C):

‘(C) This paragraph, including clauses (ii)
and (iii) of subparagraph (A), shall apply
with respect to the closure or discontinu-
ation of a course or program of education, as
described in subsection (b)(1), that occurs
during the period beginning on August 1,
2021, and ending on September 30, 2025.”".

SEC. 212. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.

(a) HIGH TECHNOLOGY PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 36 of title 38,
United States Code, as amended by section
210, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new section:

“§3699C. High technology program

‘“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—(1) The Secretary
shall carry out a program under which the
Secretary provides covered individuals with
the opportunity to enroll in high technology
programs of education that the Secretary de-
termines provide training or skills sought by
employers in a relevant field or industry.

‘(2) Not more than 4,000 covered individ-
uals may participate in the program under
this section in any fiscal year.

“(b) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall provide, to each covered indi-
vidual who pursues a high technology pro-
gram of education under this section, edu-
cational assistance in amounts equal to the
amounts provided under section 3313(c)(1) of
this title, including, except as provided in
paragraph (3), with respect to the housing
stipend described in that section and in ac-
cordance with the treatment of programs
that are distance learning and programs that
are less than half-time.

‘“(2) Under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall provide such amounts of educational
assistance to a covered individual for each of
the following:
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““(A) A high technology program of edu-
cation.

“(B) A second such program if—

‘(i) the second such program begins at
least 18 months after the covered individual
graduates from the first such program; and

‘(ii) the covered individual uses edu-
cational assistance under chapter 33 of this
title to pursue the second such program.

““(3) No covered individual may receive a
housing stipend under this subsection for
any month if such individual is in receipt of
a housing stipend under chapter 33 of this
title for that month.

‘‘(c) CONTRACTS.—(1) For purposes of car-
rying out subsection (a), the Secretary shall
seek to enter into contracts with any num-
ber of qualified providers of high technology
programs of education for the provision of
such programs to covered individuals. Each
such contract shall provide for the condi-
tions under which the Secretary may termi-
nate the contract with the provider and the
procedures for providing for the graduation
of students who were enrolled in a program
provided by such provider in the case of such
a termination.

¢(2) A contract under this subsection shall
provide that the Secretary shall pay to a
provider—

““(A) upon the enrollment of a covered indi-
vidual in the program, 25 percent of the cost
of the tuition and other fees for the program
of education for the individual;

“(B) upon graduation of the individual
from the program, 25 percent of such cost;
and

““(C) 50 percent of such cost upon—

‘‘(i) the successful employment of the cov-
ered individual for a period—

“(I) of 180 days in the field of study of the
program; and

““(IT) that begins not later than 180 days
following graduation of the covered indi-
vidual from the program;

‘(ii) the employment of the individual by
the provider for a period of one year; or

‘‘(iii) the enrollment of the individual in a
program of education to continue education
in such field of study.

*“(3) For purposes of this section, a provider
of a high technology program of education is
qualified if—

“(A) the provider employs instructors
whom the Secretary determines are experts
in their respective fields in accordance with
paragraph (5);

““(B) the provider has successfully provided
the high technology program for at least one
year;

““(C) the provider does not charge tuition
and fees to a covered individual who receives
assistance under this section to pursue such
program that are higher than the tuition and
fees charged by such provider to another in-
dividual; and

‘(D) the provider meets the approval cri-
teria developed by the Secretary under para-
graph (4).

‘“(4)(A) The Secretary shall prescribe cri-
teria for approving providers of a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion.

“(B) In developing such criteria, the Sec-
retary may consult with State approving
agencies.

‘(C) Such criteria are not required to meet
the requirements of section 3672 of this title.

‘(D) Such criteria shall include the job
placement rate, in the field of study of a pro-
gram of education, of covered individuals
who complete such program of education.

*“(5) The Secretary shall determine wheth-
er instructors are experts under paragraph
(3)(A) based on evidence furnished to the
Secretary by the provider regarding the abil-
ity of the instructors to—

““(A) identify professions in need of new
employees to hire, tailor the programs to
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meet market needs, and identify the employ-
ers likely to hire graduates;

‘“(B) effectively teach the skills offered to
covered individuals;

‘“(C) provide relevant industry experience
in the fields of programs offered to incoming
covered individuals; and

‘(D) demonstrate relevant industry experi-
ence in such fields of programs.

‘(6) In entering into contracts under this
subsection, the Secretary shall give pref-
erence to a provider of a high technology
program of education—

““(A) from which at least 70 percent of grad-
uates find full-time employment in the field
of study of the program during the 180-day
period beginning on the date the student
graduates from the program; or

‘“(B) that offers tuition reimbursement for
any student who graduates from such a pro-
gram and does not find employment de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

“(d) EFFECT ON OTHER ENTITLEMENT.—(1) If
a covered individual enrolled in a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion has remaining entitlement to edu-
cational assistance under chapter 30, 32, 33,
34, or 35 of this title, such entitlement shall
be charged at the rate of one month of such
entitlement for each month of educational
assistance provided under this section.

‘“(2) If a covered individual enrolled in a
high technology program of education under
this section does not have remaining entitle-
ment to educational assistance under chap-
ter 30, 32, 33, 34, or 35 of this title, any edu-
cational assistance provided to such indi-
vidual under this section shall be provided in
addition to the entitlement that the indi-
vidual has used.

‘“(3) The Secretary may not consider en-
rollment in a high technology program of
education under this section to be assistance
under a provision of law referred to in sec-
tion 3695 of this title.

““(4)(A) An application for enrollment in a
high technology program of education under
this section shall include notice of the re-
quirements relating to use of entitlement
under paragraphs (1) and (2), including—

‘(i) in the case of the enrollment of an in-
dividual referred to under paragraph (1), the
amount of entitlement that is typically
charged for such enrollment;

‘“(ii) an identification of any methods that
may be available for minimizing the amount
of entitlement required for such enrollment;
and

‘“(iii) an element requiring applicants to
acknowledge receipt of the notice under this
subparagraph.

‘““(B) If the Secretary approves the enroll-
ment of a covered individual in a high tech-
nology program of education under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall deliver electroni-
cally to the individual an award letter that
provides notice of such approval and includes
specific information describing how para-
graphs (1) and (2) will be applied to the indi-
vidual if the individual chooses to enroll in
the program.

“‘(e) REQUIREMENTS FOR EDUCATIONAL INSTI-
TUTIONS.—(1) The Secretary shall not ap-
prove the enrollment of any covered indi-
vidual, not already enrolled, in any high
technology programs of education under this
section for any period during which the Sec-
retary finds that more than 85 percent of the
students enrolled in the program are having
all or part of their tuition, fees, or other
charges paid to or for them by the edu-
cational institution or by the Department of
Veterans Affairs under this title or under
chapter 1606 or 1607 of title 10, except with
respect to tuition, fees, or other charges that
are paid under a payment plan at an edu-
cational institution that the Secretary de-
termines has a history of offering payment
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plans that are completed not later than 180
days after the end of the applicable term,
quarter, or semester.

‘(2) The Secretary may waive a require-
ment of paragraph (1) if the Secretary deter-
mines, pursuant to regulations which the
Secretary shall prescribe, such waiver to be
in the interest of the covered individual and
the Federal Government. Not later than 30
days after the Secretary waives such a re-
quirement, the Secretary shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Sen-
ate and House of Representatives a report re-
garding such waiver.

““(3)(A)(1) The Secretary shall establish and
maintain a process by which an educational
institution may request a review of a deter-
mination that the educational institution
does not meet the requirements of paragraph
@).
‘‘(ii) The Secretary may consult with a
State approving agency regarding such proc-
ess or such a review.

‘“(iii) Not later than 180 days after the Sec-
retary establishes or revises a process under
this subparagraph, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs
of the Senate and House of Representatives a
report regarding such process.

‘“(B) An educational institution that re-
quests a review under subparagraph (A)—

‘‘(i) shall request the review not later than
30 days after the start of the term, quarter,
or semester for which the determination de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) applies; and

‘‘(ii) may include any information that the
educational institution believes the Depart-
ment should have taken into account when
making the determination, including with
respect to any mitigating circumstances.

‘(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
section, and annually thereafter until the
termination date specified in subsection (i),
the Secretary shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on the op-
eration of program under this section during
the year covered by the report. Each such re-
port shall include each of the following:

‘(1) The number of covered individuals en-
rolled in the program, disaggregated by type
of educational institution, during the year
covered by the report.

“(2) The number of covered individuals who
completed a high technology program of edu-
cation under the program during the year
covered by the report.

‘(3) The average employment rate of cov-
ered individuals who completed such a pro-
gram of education during such year, as of 180
days after the date of completion.

‘“(4) The average length of time between
the completion of such a program of edu-
cation and employment.

‘() The total number of covered individ-
uals who completed a program of education
under the program and who, as of the date of
the submission of the report, are employed
in a position related to technology.

‘“(6) The average salary of a covered indi-
vidual who completed a program of edu-
cation under the program and who is em-
ployed in a position related to technology, in
various geographic areas determined by the
Secretary.

“(7) The average salary of all individuals
employed in positions related to technology
in the geographic areas determined under
subparagraph (F), and the difference, if any,
between such average salary and the average
salary of a covered individual who completed
a program of education under the program
and who is employed in a position related to
technology.

‘(8) The number of covered individuals who
completed a program of education under the
program and who subsequently enrolled in a
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second program of education under the pro-
gram.

‘(g) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION; CON-
SULTATION.—(1) The Secretary shall develop
practices to use to collect information about
covered individuals and providers of high
technology programs of education.

‘“(2) For the purpose of carrying out pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary may
consult with providers of high technology
programs of education and may establish an
advisory group made up of representatives of
such providers, private employers in the
technology field, and other relevant groups
or entities, as the Secretary determines nec-
essary.

‘‘(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘covered individual’ means
any of the following:

““(A) A veteran whom the Secretary deter-
mines—

‘(i) served an aggregate of at least 36
months on active duty in the Armed Forces
(including service on active duty in entry
level and skill training) and was discharged
or released therefrom under conditions other
than dishonorable; and

‘“(ii) has not attained the age of 62.

“(B) A member of the Armed Forces that
the Secretary determines will become a vet-
eran described in subparagraph (A) fewer
than 180 days after the date of such deter-
mination.

‘(2) The term ‘high technology program of
education’ means a program of education—

‘““(A) offered by a public or private edu-
cational institution;

‘(B) if offered by an institution of higher
learning, that is provided directly by such
institution rather than by an entity other
than such institution under a contract or
other agreement;

‘(C) that does not lead to a degree;

‘(D) that has a term of not less than six
and not more than 28 weeks; and

‘(E) that provides instruction in computer
programming, computer software, media ap-
plication, data processing, or information
sciences.

(i) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may not
provide educational assistance under this
section for a high technology program of
education that begins after September 30,
20217.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3699B the following new item:
¢“3699C. High technology program.’’.

(b) EFFECT ON HIGH TECHNOLOGY PILOT
PROGRAM.—Section 116 of the Harry W.
Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance
Act of 2017 (Public Law 115-48; 38 U.S.C. 3001
note) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (d) to read as
follows:

“‘(d) HOUSING STIPEND.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall pay to
each eligible veteran (not including an indi-
vidual described in the second sentence of
subsection (b)) who is enrolled in a high
technology program of education under the
pilot program on a full-time or part-time
basis a monthly housing stipend equal to the
product—

“(A) of—

‘(i) in the case of a veteran pursuing resi-
dent training, the monthly amount of the
basic allowance for housing payable under
section 403 of title 37, United States Code, for
a member with dependents in pay grade E-5
residing in the military housing area that
encompasses all or the majority portion of
the ZIP code area in which is located the
campus of the institution where the indi-
vidual physically participates in a majority
of classes; or
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‘“(ii) in the case of a veteran pursuing a
program of education through distance
learning, a monthly amount equal to 50 per-
cent of the national average of the monthly
amount of the basic allowance for housing
payable under section 403 of title 37, United
States Code, for a member with dependents
in pay grade E-5, multiplied by

‘“(B) the lesser of—

‘() 1.0; or

‘“(ii) the number of course hours borne by
the individual in pursuit of the program of
education involved, divided by the minimum
number of course hours required for full-time
pursuit of such program of education, round-
ed to the nearest multiple of 10.

“(2) BAR TO DUAL ELIGIBILITY.—No covered
individual may receive a housing stipend
under this subsection for any month if such
individual is in receipt of a housing stipend
under chapter 33 of title 38, United States
Code, for that month.”’;

(2) in subsection (g), by striking paragraph
(6); and

(3) by striking subsection (h) and inserting
the following new subsection (h):

“(h) TERMINATION.—The Secretary may
not, under this section, pay a provider for a
high technology program of education that
begins after September 30, 2024.”".

(c) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN HIGH TECHNOLOGY
PROGRAMS.—Section 3680A of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking paragraph
(4) and inserting the following:

‘“(4) Any independent study program ex-
cept—

‘“(A) an independent study program (in-
cluding such a program taken over open cir-
cuit television) that—

‘(i) is accredited by an accrediting agency
or association recognized by the Secretary of
Education under subpart 2 of part H of title
IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 1099b);

‘“(ii) leads to—

‘“(I) a standard college degree;

“(IT) a certificate that reflects educational
attainment offered by an institution of high-
er learning; or

‘“(ITIT) a certificate that reflects graduation
from a course of study offered by—

‘“(aa) an area career and technical edu-
cation school (as defined in subparagraphs
(C) and (D) of section 3(3) of the Carl D. Per-
kins Career and Technical Education Act of
2006 (20 U.S.C. 2302(3))) that provides edu-
cation at the postsecondary level; or

‘““(bb) a postsecondary vocational institu-
tion (as defined in section 102(c) of the High-
er Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002(c)))
that provides education at the postsecondary
level; and

‘“(iii) in the case of a program described in
clause (ii)(ITI)—

‘“(I) provides training aligned with the re-
quirements of employers in the State or
local area where the program is located,
which may include in-demand industry sec-
tors or occupations;

“(II) provides a student, upon graduation
from the program, with a recognized postsec-
ondary credential that is recognized by em-
ployers in the relevant industry, which may
include a credential recognized by industry
or sector partnerships in the State or local
area where the industry is located; and

“(ITI) meets such content and instructional
standards as may be required to comply with
the criteria under section 3676(c)(14) and (15)
of this title; or

‘“(B) an online high technology program of
education (as defined in subsection (h)(2) of
section 3699C of this title)—

‘(i) the provider of which has entered into
a contract with the Secretary under sub-
section (c) of such section;
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‘‘(ii) that has been provided to covered in-
dividuals (as defined in subsection (h)(1) of
such section) under such contract for a pe-
riod of at least five years;

¢(iii) regarding which the Secretary has
determined that the average employment
rate of covered individuals who graduated
from such program of education is 65 percent
or higher for the year preceding such deter-
mination; and

‘“(iv) that satisfies the requirements of
subsection (e) of such section.’’; and

(2) in subsection (d), by adding at the end
the following:

‘(8) Paragraph (1) shall not apply to the
enrollment of a veteran in an online high
technology program described in subsection
(a)@)(B).”.

SEC. 213. NOTICE OF CHANGES TO DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS POLICIES
AND GUIDANCE AFFECTING THE
EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAMS OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter III of chapter
36 of title 38, United States Code, as amended
by sections 210 and 212, is further amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“§3699D. Notice of changes to policies and
guidance relating to educational assistance
programs
‘“In the case of any change to any policy or

guidance provided by the Secretary that re-

lates to any educational assistance program
of the Department, the Secretary may not
implement the change before the date that is

90 days after the date on which the Secretary

makes available to students, educational in-

stitutions, and the Committees on Veterans’

Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives notice of, and justification for,

the change.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of such chapter is
amended by inserting after the item relating
to section 3699B the following new item:
¢3699D. Notice of changes to policies and

guidance relating to edu-
cational assistance programs.’’.

SEC. 214. PAYMENT OF VA EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE VIA ELECTRONIC FUND
TRANSFER TO A FOREIGN INSTITU-
TION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall update the payment sys-
tem of the Department of Veterans Affairs to
allow for electronic fund transfer of edu-
cational assistance, administered by the Sec-
retary, to a foreign institution of higher edu-
cation that—

(1) provides an approved course of edu-
cation to an eligible recipient of such assist-
ance; and

(2) does not have—

(A) an employer identification number; or

(B) an account with a domestic bank.

SEC. 215. IMPROVING TRANSPARENCY AND AC-
COUNTABILITY OF EDUCATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF
VETERANS EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-
ANCE.

(a) REQUIREMENT RELATING TO G.I. BILL
COMPARISON TOOL.—

(1) REQUIREMENT TO MAINTAIN TOOL.—The
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall maintain
the G.I. Bill Comparison Tool that was es-
tablished pursuant to Executive Order 13607
(77 Fed. Reg. 25861; relating to establishing
principles of excellence for educational insti-
tutions serving service members, veterans,
spouses, and other family members) and in
effect on the day before the date of enact-
ment of this Act, or a successor tool, to pro-
vide relevant and timely information about
programs of education approved under chap-
ter 36 of title 38, United States Code, and the
educational institutions that offer such pro-
grams.
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(2) DATA RETENTION.—The Secretary shall
ensure that historical data that is reported
via the tool maintained under paragraph (1)
remains easily and prominently accessible
on the benefits.va.gov website, or a successor
website, for a period of not less than six
years from the date of initial publication.

(b) PROVIDING TIMELY AND RELEVANT EDU-
CATION INFORMATION TO VETERANS, MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES, AND OTHER INDIVID-
UALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Education,
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, shall
make such changes to the tool maintained
under subsection (a) as the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs determines appropriate to en-
sure that such tool is an effective and effi-
cient method for providing information pur-
suant to section 3698(b)(5) of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RE-
QUIRED.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall seek to enter
into a memorandum of understanding with
the Secretary of Education and the heads
other relevant Federal agencies, as the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs determines appro-
priate, to obtain information on outcomes
with respect to individuals who are entitled
to educational assistance under the laws ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs and who are attending educational in-
stitutions. Such memorandum of under-
standing may include data sharing or com-
puter matching agreements.

(3) MODIFICATION OF SCOPE OF COMPREHEN-
SIVE POLICY ON PROVIDING EDUCATION INFOR-
MATION.—Section 3698 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘veterans
and members of the Armed Forces’ and in-
serting ‘‘individuals entitled to educational
assistance under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs’’; and

(B) in subsection (b)(5)—

(i) by striking ‘‘veterans and members of
the Armed Forces” and inserting ‘‘individ-
uals described in subsection (a)’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘the veteran or member”’
and inserting ‘‘the individual”’.

(4) G.I. BILL COMPARISON TOOL REQUIRED
DISCLOSURES.—Paragraph (1) of subsection (c)
of such section is amended—

(A) by striking subparagraph (B) and in-
serting the following:

‘(B) for each individual described in sub-
section (a) seeking information provided
under subsection (b)(5), the name of each
Federal student aid program, and a descrip-
tion of each such program, from which the
individual may receive educational assist-
ance; and’’;

(B) in subparagraph (C)—

(i) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘and a defini-
tion of each type of institution’ before the
semicolon;

(ii) in clause (iv), by inserting ‘‘and if so,
which programs’’ before the semicolon;

(iii) by striking clause (v) and inserting the
following:

‘(v) the average annual cost and the total
cost to earn an associate’s degree and a
bachelor’s degree, with available cost infor-
mation on any other degree or credential the
institution awards;”’;

(iv) in clause (vi), by inserting before the
semicolon the following: ‘‘disaggregated by—

“(I) the type of beneficiary of educational
assistance;

“(IT) individuals who received a credential
and individuals who did not; and
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‘“(IIT) individuals using educational assist-
ance under laws administered by the Sec-
retary and individuals who are not;”’;

(v) in clause (xiv), by striking ‘‘and’ at the
end;

(vi) in clause (xv), by striking the period at
the end and inserting a semicolon; and

(vii) by adding at the end the following
new clauses:

‘“(xvi) the number of veterans or members
who completed covered education at the in-
stitution leading to—

‘“(I) a degree, disaggregated by type of pro-
gram, including—

‘‘(aa) an associate degree;

‘“(bb) a bachelor’s degree; and

‘‘(cc) a postbaccalaureate degree; and

“(II) a certificate or professional license,
disaggregated by type of certificate or pro-
fessional license;

“(xvii) programs available and the average
time for completion of each program;

‘“(xviii) employment rate and median in-
come of graduates of the institution in gen-
eral two and five years after graduation,
disaggregated by—

“(I) specific program; and

‘“(IT) individuals using educational assist-
ance under laws administered by the Sec-
retary and individuals who are not; and

‘Y(xix) the number of individuals using edu-
cational assistance under laws administered
by the Secretary who are enrolled in the
both the institution and specific program per
year.”.

(5) CLARITY AND ANONYMITY OF INFORMATION
PROVIDED.—Paragraph (2) of such subsection
is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘“(A)”’ before ‘‘To the ex-
tent”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(B) The Secretary shall ensure that infor-
mation provided pursuant to subsection
(b)(5) is provided in a manner that is easy
for, and accessible to, individuals described
in subsection (a).

‘(C) In providing information pursuant to
subsection (b)(5), the Secretary shall main-
tain the anonymity of individuals described
in subsection (a) and, to the extent that a
portion of any data would undermine such

anonymity, ensure that such data is not
made available pursuant to such sub-
section.”.

(¢) IMPROVEMENTS FOR STUDENT FEED-
BACK.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (b)(2) of such
section is amended—

(A) by amending subparagraph (A) to read
as follows:

‘“(A) provides institutions of higher learn-
ing—

‘(i) up to 30 days to review and respond to
feedback from individuals described in sub-
section (a) and address issues regarding the
feedback before the feedback is published;
and

‘“(ii) if an institution of higher learning
contests the accuracy of the feedback, the
opportunity to challenge the inclusion of
such data with an official appointed by the
Secretary;’’;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and”’
at the end;

(C) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘that
conforms with criteria for relevancy that the
Secretary shall determine.” and inserting ¢,
and responses from institutions of higher
learning to such feedback, that conform with
criteria for relevancy that the Secretary
shall determine;’’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘(D) for each institution of higher learning
that is approved under this chapter, retains,
maintains, and publishes all of such feedback
for not less than six years; and
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“(B) is easily accessible to individuals de-
scribed in subsection (a) and to the general
public.”.

(2) ACCESSIBILITY FROM G.I. BILL COMPARI-
SON TOOL.—The Secretary shall ensure that—

(A) the feedback tracked and published
under subsection (b)(2) of such section, as
amended by paragraph (1), is prominently
displayed in the tool maintained under sub-
section (a) of this section; and

(B) when such tool displays information for
an institution of higher learning, the appli-
cable feedback is also displayed for such in-
stitution of higher learning.

(d) TRAINING FOR PROVISION OF EDUCATION
COUNSELING SERVICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall ensure that personnel
employed by the Department of Veteran Af-
fairs, or a contractor of the Department, to
provide education benefits counseling, voca-
tional or transition assistance, or similar
functions, including employees or contrac-
tors of the Department who provide such
counseling or assistance as part of the Tran-
sition Assistance Program, are trained on
how—

(A) to use properly the tool maintained
under subsection (a); and

(B) to provide appropriate educational
counseling services to individuals described
in section 3698(a) of such title, as amended
by subsection (b)(3)(A).

(2) TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘Transi-
tion Assistance Program’ means the pro-
gram of counseling, information, and serv-
ices under section 1142 of title 10, United
States Code.

Subtitle B—Employment and Training
SEC. 221. IMPROVEMENTS TO REEMPLOYMENT
RIGHTS OF MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES.

(a) USERRA PURPOSES.—Section 4301(a)(1)
of title 38, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘encourage noncareer service in the
uniformed services’ and inserting ‘‘encour-
age service in the uniformed services’’.

(b) PROHIBITION OF RETALIATION.—Sub-
section (b) of section 4311 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by inserting ‘‘or
other retaliatory action’ after ‘‘employment
action”.

(¢) EXPANSION OF INJUNCTIVE RELIEF.—Sub-
section (e) of section 4323 of such title is
amended—

(1) by striking “The court shall use’” and
inserting ‘(1) The court shall use’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

““(2) A person bringing an action to enforce
a provision of this chapter pursuant to sub-
section (a) shall be entitled to an injunction
under paragraph (1) if such person dem-
onstrates—

““‘(A) a violation—

‘(i) of the provisions of this chapter; or

‘(i) of the provisions of this chapter is
threatened or is imminent;

‘(B) the harm to the person outweighs the
injury to the employer;

“(C) a likelihood of success on the merits
of such action; and

‘(D) awarding such relief is in the public
interest.

“(3) The court may not deny a motion for
injunctive relief on the basis that a party
bringing an action to enforce a provision of
this chapter may be awarded wages unearned
due to an unlawful termination or denial of
employment at the conclusion of such ac-
tion.”.

(d) DAMAGES AGAINST A STATE OR PRIVATE
EMPLOYER.—Section 4323 of such title is fur-
ther amended, in paragraph (1) of subsection
(d), by striking subparagraph (C) and insert-
ing the following new subparagraphs:
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‘(C) The court may require the employer
to pay the person the amount referred to in
subparagraph (B) and interest on such
amount, calculated at a rate of 3 percent per
year.

‘(D) The court may require the employer
to pay the person the greater of $50,000 or the
amount equal to the amounts referred to in
subparagraphs (B) and (C) as liquidated dam-
ages, if the court determines that the em-
ployer knowingly failed to comply with the
provisions of this chapter.”.

(e) MANDATORY ATTORNEY FEES AWARD IN
SUCCESSFUL ACTIONS FOR REEMPLOYMENT.—

(1) MSPB ACTIONS.—Paragraph (4) of sub-
section (c) of section 4324 of such title is
amended—

(A) by striking ‘“‘may, in its discretion,”
and inserting ‘‘shall’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
sentence: ‘“The Board may, in its discretion,
award reasonable attorney fees in a case set-
tled before the issuance of an order if the
person can demonstrate that significant at-
torney fees were incurred and that justice re-
quires such an award.”.

(2) FEDERAL CIRCUIT ACTIONS.—Subsection
(d) of such section is amended by adding at
the end the following new paragraph:

*(3) In such Federal Circuit proceeding, the
court shall award such person reasonable at-
torney fees, expert witness fees, and other
litigation expenses if such person—

‘“(A) prevails in such Federal Circuit pro-
ceeding; and

‘“(B) is not represented by the Special
Counsel in such Federal Circuit pro-
ceeding.”.

(3) ACTIONS AGAINST A STATE OR PRIVATE
EMPLOYER.—Paragraph (2) of section 4323(h)
of such title is amended—

(A) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(2)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘subsection (a)(3)’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘the court may award any
such person who prevails in such action or
proceeding reasonable attorney fees’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the court shall award any such per-
son who prevails in such action or pro-
ceeding reasonable attorney fees’’.

(f) GAO REVIEW AND REPORT ON USERRA.—

(1) REVIEW.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall review the methods
through which the Secretary of Labor, act-
ing through the Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service, processes actions for relief
under chapter 43 of title 38, United States
Code.

(2) ELEMENTS.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report that includes—

(A) the findings of the review required
under paragraph (1);

(B) an identification of the number of ac-
tions for relief under chapter 43 of title 38,
United States Code, initiated during the pe-
riod covered by the report, disaggregated by
size of employer and geographic region;

(C) an identification of the number of such
actions for relief that were erroneously dis-
missed, as determined by the Comptroller
General;

(D) an identification of the number of such
actions for relief that were referred to the
Department of Justice; and

(E) an assessment of trends, if any, in such
actions for relief initiated during such pe-
riod.

(g) GAO REVIEW OF PROTECTIONS FOR MEM-
BERS OF THE UNIFORMED SERVICES BY FED-
ERAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report on the processes
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and procedures adopted and used by the in-
telligence community to provide the protec-
tions for members of the uniformed services
otherwise established under chapter 43 of
title 38, United States Code.

(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’” means the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and Senate, the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives, and the Select Committee
on Intelligence of the Senate.

(B) The term ‘‘intelligence community”
has the meaning given such term in section
3(4) of the National Security Act of 1947 (50
U.S.C. 3003(4)).

SEC. 222. REVIEW OF INVESTIGATIONS MANUAL
OF VETERANS’ EMPLOYMENT AND
TRAINING SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and once every two years thereafter for the
period of five years beginning on such date,
the Secretary of Labor, shall review the
manual of the Department of Labor titled
‘“Veterans’ Employment and Training Serv-
ice Investigations Manual: USERRA, VEOA,
and VP (or a successor manual) and make
such revisions to such manual as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after
any date on which the Secretary completes a
review required under subsection (a), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate—

(1) a report that includes a description of
any revision to such manual made pursuant
to such review; and

(2) a copy of the entire such manual
which—

(A) shall be provided to the Chairman and
Ranking Member of each such committee;
and

(B) may contain a separate addendum for
portions of the manual that contain law en-
forcement sensitive materials.

SEC. 223. WARRIOR TRAINING ADVANCEMENT
COURSE.

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(1) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than six
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report on WARTAC.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—One year after the
submission of the report required under
paragraph (1) and annually thereafter, the
Secretary shall submit to such Committees a
report that contains the elements under
paragraphs (1) and (3) of subsection (b) with
regards to the preceding year.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Except as provided in sub-
section (a)(2), the reports under this sub-
section shall include the following elements:

(A) BEST PRACTICES.—With regards to best
practices of WARTAC—

(i) how many covered members have ap-
plied to participate in WARTAC;

(ii) how many covered members have par-
ticipated in WARTAC;

(iii) how the Secretary provides training to
covered members during TAP;

(iv) how many covered members have com-
pleted WARTAC; and

(v) any other information the Secretary
determines appropriate.

(B) COST SAVINGS.—With regards to cost
savings of WARTAC—

(i) how much money the Secretary deter-
mines WARTAC saves the United States
each fiscal year;

(ii) how much money the Secretary deter-
mines WARTAC has saved the United States
since its establishment; and
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(iii) the determination of the Secretary
whether other Federal agencies may save
money by establishing a program similar to
WARTAC.

(C) HIRING.—With regards to hiring covered
members who complete WARTAC—

(i) how the Secretary identifies positions
in the Department of Veterans Affairs for
which such covered members may qualify;

(ii) the grades of such positions on the
General Schedule under section 5332 of title
5, United States Code; and

(iii) how many such covered members the
Secretary has hired to such positions.

(4) DISTRIBUTION.—Not later than 30 days
after submitting the report under paragraph
(1), the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
transmit a copy of such report to the head of
each Federal agency.

(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term ‘‘covered member’ means
members of the Armed Forces participating
in TAP.

(B) The term “TAP” means the Transition
Assistance Program under sections 1142 and
1144 of title 10, United States Code.

(C) The term “WARTAC” means the War-
rior Training Advancement Course of the
Veterans Benefit Administration, in which
the Secretary provides training to covered
members so such covered members may
qualify for certain employment in the Vet-
erans Benefit Administration.

(b) BEST PRACTICES FOR OTHER DEPART-
MENTS.—The Assistant Secretary of Labor
for Veterans’ Employment and Training
shall, in consultation with the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, establish guidelines con-
taining best practices for departments and
agencies of the Federal Government that
carry out programs to employ veterans who
are transitioning from service in the Armed
Forces. Such guidelines shall include the
findings of the initial report required under
subsection (a)(1).

(¢) PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the
Interior shall, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Labor and the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, establish a pilot program to
proactively inform veterans of available em-
ployment positions that relate to the con-
servation and resource management activi-
ties of the Department of the Interior.

(2) POSITIONS.—The Secretary of the Inte-
rior shall—

(A) identify vacant positions in the Depart-
ment of the Interior that are appropriate to
fill using the pilot program; and

(B) to the maximum extent practicable,
provide assistance to veterans in selecting
one or more vacant positions to apply to, for
which that veteran may be best qualified.

(3) REPORTS.—

(A) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later
than one year after the date on which the
pilot program under paragraph (1) com-
mences, the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and the Sec-
retary of Labor shall jointly provide to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the implementation of the pilot pro-
gram.

(B) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 30 days
after the date on which the pilot program
under paragraph (1) terminates under para-
graph (4), the Secretary of the Interior, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and the Sec-
retary of Labor shall jointly submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the pilot program that includes the
following:

(i) The number of veterans who applied to
participate in the pilot program.

(ii) The number of such veterans employed
under the pilot program.



December 12, 2024

(iii) The number of veterans identified in
clause (ii) who transitioned to full-time posi-
tions with the Federal Government after
participating in the pilot program.
(iv) Any other information the Secretary
of the Interior, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, and the Secretary of Labor determine
appropriate with respect to measuring the
effectiveness of the pilot program.
(4) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry
out the pilot program under this subsection
shall terminate on the date that is two years
after the date on which the pilot program
commences.
(5) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees’’
means—
(A) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources of the Senate; and
(B) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
and the Committee on Natural Resources of
the House of Representatives.
(d) OUTDOOR RECREATION PROGRAM ATTEND-
ANCE.—The Secretary of the Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture are encouraged to
work with the Secretary of Defense and the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to ensure
members of the Armed Forces and veterans
have access to outdoor recreation and out-
door-related volunteer and wellness pro-
grams as part of the basic services provided
to such members and veterans.
Subtitle C—Home Loans

SEC. 231. IMPROVEMENTS TO PROGRAM FOR DI-
RECT HOUSING LOANS MADE TO NA-
TIVE AMERICAN VETERANS BY THE
SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITIES AND REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) DIRECT HOUSING LOANS TO NATIVE AMER-
ICAN VETERANS.—Section 3762(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘“(a) The Secretary may make a direct
housing loan to a Native American veteran
under this subchapter if the Secretary en-
sures the following:

‘(1) That each Native American veteran to
whom the Secretary makes a direct housing
loan under this subchapter—

““(A) holds, possesses, or purchases using
the proceeds of the loan a meaningful inter-
est in a lot or dwelling (or both) that is lo-
cated on trust land; and

“(B) will purchase, construct, or improve
(as the case may be) a dwelling on the lot
using the proceeds of the loan.

‘“(2) That each such Native American vet-
eran will convey to the Secretary by an ap-
propriate instrument the interest referred to
in paragraph (1)(A) as security for a direct
housing loan under this subchapter.

‘(3) That the Secretary, including the Sec-
retary’s employees or agents, may enter
upon the trust land for the purposes of car-
rying out such actions as the Secretary de-
termines are necessary, including—

““(A) to evaluate the advisability of the
loan;

‘“(B) to monitor any purchase, construc-
tion, or improvements carried out using the
proceeds of the loan; and

‘“(C) to manage any servicing or post-fore-
closure activities, including acquisition,
property inspections, and property manage-
ment.

‘‘(4) That there are established standards
and procedures that apply to the foreclosure
of the interest conveyed by a Native Amer-
ican veteran pursuant to paragraph (2), in-
cluding—

““(A) procedures for foreclosing the inter-
est; and

‘(B) procedures for the resale of the lot or
dwelling (or both) purchased, constructed, or
improved using the proceeds of the loan.
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‘() That the loan is made in a responsible
and prudent manner, subject to standards
and procedures as are necessary for the rea-
sonable protection of the financial interests
of the United States.”.

(2) MEMORANDUMS OF UNDERSTANDING,
AGREEMENTS, AND DETERMINATIONS.—Section
3762(b) of such title is amended to read as fol-
lows:

“(b)(1) To carry out the purpose of sub-
section (a), the Secretary may—

‘““(A) enter into a memorandum of under-
standing with a tribal organization, other
entity, or individual;

‘“(B) rely on agreements or determinations
of other Federal agencies to guarantee, in-
sure, or make loans on trust land; and

‘“(C) enter into other agreements or take
such other actions as the Secretary deter-
mines necessary.

‘“(2) If the Secretary determines that the
requirements under subsection (a) are not
being enforced by a tribal organization,
other entity, or individual that is a party to
any memorandum of understanding, agree-
ment, or determination described in para-
graph (1), the Secretary may cease making
new direct housing loans to Native American
veterans under this subchapter within the
area of the authority of the tribal organiza-
tion, other entity, or individual (as the case
may be).”.

(b) DIRECT LOANS TO NATIVE AMERICAN
VETERANS TO REFINANCE EXISTING MORTGAGE
LoANs.—Section 3762(h) of such title is
amended to read as follows:

‘“(h) The Secretary may make direct loans
to Native American veterans in order to en-
able such veterans to refinance existing
mortgage loans for any of the following pur-
poses:

‘(1) To refinance an existing loan made
under this section, if the loan—

‘“(A) meets the requirements set forth in
subparagraphs (B), (C), and (E) of paragraph
(1) of section 3710(e) of this title;

‘“(B) will bear an interest rate at least one
percentage point less than the interest rate
borne by the loan being refinanced; and

‘“(C) complies with paragraphs (2) and (3) of
section 3710(e) of this title, except that for
the purposes of this subsection the reference
to subsection (a)(8) of section 3710 of this
title in such paragraphs (2) and (3) shall be
deemed to be a reference to this subsection.

‘“(2) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan not made under this section on a dwell-
ing owned and occupied by the veteran as the
veteran’s home, if all of the following re-
quirements are met:

‘“(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘(B) The loan will provide the veteran with
a net tangible benefit.

‘“(C) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes.

‘(D) The amount of the loan does not ex-
ceed either of the following:

‘(1) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling, with such reasonable value de-
termined under the procedures established
by the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘“(ii) An amount equal to the sum of the
balance of the loan being refinanced and
such closing costs (including any discount
points) as may be authorized by the Sec-
retary to be included in the loan.

‘(E) Notwithstanding subparagraph (D), if
a loan is made for both the purpose of this
paragraph and to make energy efficiency im-
provements, the loan must not exceed either
of the following:

‘(1) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as improved for energy effi-
ciency, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).
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‘‘(ii) The amount referred to under sub-
paragraph (D)(ii), plus the applicable amount
specified under section 3710(d)(2) of this title.

‘“(F') The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

‘“(G) The existing mortgage being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.

‘“(83) To refinance an existing mortgage
loan to repair, alter, or improve a dwelling
owned by the veteran and occupied by the
veteran as the veteran’s home, if all of the
following requirements are met:

‘‘(A) The loan will be secured by the same
dwelling as was the loan being refinanced.

‘“(B) The nature and condition of the prop-
erty is such as to be suitable for dwelling
purposes, and the repair, alteration, or im-
provement substantially protects or im-
proves the basic livability or utility of such
property.

‘(C) The amount of the loan, including the
costs of repairs, alterations, and improve-
ments, does not exceed either of the fol-
lowing:

(i) 100 percent of the reasonable value of
the dwelling as repaired, altered, or im-
proved, with such reasonable value deter-
mined under the procedures established by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2).

‘“(ii) An amount equal to the sum of—

“(I) the balance of the loan being refi-
nanced;

‘“(IT) the actual cost of repairs, alterations,
or improvements; and

‘“(III) such closing costs (including any dis-
count points) as may be authorized by the
Secretary to be included in the loan.

‘(D) The loan meets all other requirements
the Secretary may establish under this sub-
chapter.

‘“(E) The existing mortgage loan being refi-
nanced is a first lien on the property and se-
cured of record.”’.

(c) EXPANSION OF OUTREACH PROGRAM ON
AVAILABILITY OF DIRECT HOUSING LOANS FOR
NATIVE AMERICAN VETERANS.—Section
3762(1)(2) of such title is amended by adding
at the end the following new subparagraph:

‘(G) Pursuant to subsection (g)(4), assist-
ing Native American veterans in qualifying
for mortgage financing by—

‘(i) partnering with local service pro-
viders, such as tribal organizations, tribally
designated housing entities, Native commu-
nity development financial institutions, and
nonprofit organizations, for conducting out-
reach, homebuyer education, housing coun-
seling, and post-purchase education; and

‘(i) providing other technical assistance
as needed.

‘““(H) Attending conferences and conven-
tions conducted by the network of Native
community development financial institu-
tions and other Native American homeown-
ership organizations to provide information
and training to Native community develop-
ment financial institutions about the avail-
ability of the relending program under sec-
tion 3762A of this title.”.

(d) ADEQUATE PERSONNEL.—Section 3762 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

‘‘(k) The Secretary shall assign a sufficient
number of personnel of the Department dedi-
cated to carrying out the authority of the
Secretary under this subchapter, including
construction and valuation specialists to as-
sist with issues unique to new construction
and renovations on trust land.”.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—Section 3765 of such title
is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)—

(A) by amending subparagraph (C) to read
as follows:

“(C) is located in the State of Alaska with-
in a region established under section 7(a) of
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the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1606(a));”’;

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraphs:

‘““(E) is defined by the Secretary of the In-
terior and recognized by the United States as
land over which an Indian Tribe has govern-
mental dominion; or

‘“(F') is on any land that the Secretary de-
termines is provided to Native American vet-
erans because of their status as Native
Americans.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:

‘(6) The term ‘community development fi-
nancial institution’ has the meaning given
that term in section 103 of the Community
Development Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4702).

“(7) The term ‘Indian Tribe’ means any In-
dian tribe, band, nation, or other organized
group or community, including any Alaska
Native village or regional or village corpora-
tion as defined in or established pursuant to
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (43
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), which is recognized as el-
igible for the special programs and services
provided by the United States to Indians be-
cause of their status as Indians.

‘“(8) The term ‘Native community develop-
ment financial institution’ means any enti-
ty—

‘“(A) that has been certified as a commu-
nity development financial institution by
the Secretary of the Treasury;

‘(B) that is not less than 51 percent owned
or controlled by Native Americans; and

‘(C) for which not less than 51 percent of
the activities of the entity serve Native
Americans.

‘“(9) The term ‘net tangible benefit’ shall
have such meaning as the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate, but shall include the refi-
nance of an interim construction loan.

‘(10) The term ‘other technical assistance’
means services to assist a Native American
veteran to navigate the steps necessary for
securing a mortgage loan on trust land, in-
cluding pre-development activities related to
utilities, identifying appropriate residential
construction services, and obtaining lease
clearances and title status reports from the
applicable tribal organization or the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

‘(11) The term ‘tribally designated housing
entity’ has the meaning given that term in
section 4 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

(f) INTEREST RATE REDUCTION FINANCING
LoOAN.—Section 3729(b)(4)(F') of such title is
amended by striking ‘‘3762(h)”’ and inserting
¢3762(h)(1)”.

(g) REGULATIONS.—Section 3761 of such
title is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing new subsection:

‘“(c) The Secretary shall prescribe such
regulations as may be necessary to carry out
this subchapter.”.

SEC. 232. NATIVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FI-
NANCIAL INSTITUTION RELENDING
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter V of chapter
37 of title 38, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 3762 the following
new section:

“§3762A. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending program

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—The Secretary may make a
loan to a Native community development fi-
nancial institution for the purpose of allow-
ing the institution to relend loan amounts to
qualified Native American veterans, subject
to the requirements of this section.
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“(b) STANDARDS.—(1) The Secretary shall
establish standards to be used in evaluating
whether to make a loan to a Native commu-
nity development financial institution under
this section.

‘“(2) In establishing standards under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall ensure that a
Native community development financial in-
stitution—

‘“(A) is able to originate and service loans
for single-family homes;

‘“(B) is able to operate the relending pro-
gram in a manner consistent with the mis-
sion of the Department to serve veterans;
and

‘“(C) uses loan amounts received under this
section only for the purpose of relending, as
described in subsection (c¢), to Native Amer-
ican veterans.

‘“(c) RELENDING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) A Na-
tive community development financial insti-
tution that receives a loan under this section
shall use the loan amounts to make loans to
Native American veterans residing on trust
land.

‘“(2) A loan to a Native American veteran
made by a Native community development
financial institution under paragraph (1)
shall—

““(A) be limited either to the purpose of
purchase, construction, or improvement of a
dwelling located on trust land or to the refi-
nance of an existing mortgage loan for a
dwelling on trust land, consistent with the
requirements of section 3762(h) of this title;
and

“(B) comply with such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary determines are nec-
essary to protect against predatory lending,
including the interest rate charged on a loan
to a Native American veteran.

‘“(d) REPAYMENT.—A loan made to a Native
community development financial institu-
tion under this section shall—

‘(1) be payable to the Secretary upon such
terms and conditions as are prescribed in
regulations pursuant to this subchapter; and

‘“(2) bear interest at a rate of one percent.

“‘(e) OVERSIGHT.—Subject to notice and op-
portunity for a hearing, whenever the Sec-
retary finds with respect to loans made
under subsection (a) or (c) that any Native
community development financial institu-
tion has failed to maintain adequate loan ac-
counting records, to demonstrate proper
ability to service loans adequately, or to ex-
ercise proper credit judgment, or that such
Native community development financial in-
stitution has willfully or negligently en-
gaged in practices otherwise detrimental to
the interest of veterans or of the Govern-
ment, the Secretary may take such actions
as the Secretary determines necessary to
protect veterans or the Government, such as
requiring immediate repayment of any loans
made under subsection (a) and the assign-
ment to the Secretary of loans made under
subsection (c).

“(f) SUNSET.—The Secretary may not make
a loan under this section after September 30,
2027.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 37 of
such title is amended by inserting after the
item relating to section 3762 the following
new item:

““3762A. Native community development fi-
nancial institution relending
program.’’.

(c) NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING
LOAN PROGRAM ACCOUNT.—Section 3763 of
such title is amended by adding at the end
the following new subsection:

“(c) Of amounts available in the Account,
the Secretary may use for loans made under
section 3762A of this title—

“(1) in fiscal year 2025, not more than
$5,000,000; and
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“(2) in any fiscal year after fiscal year 2025,
an amount determined necessary by the Sec-
retary to meet the demand for such loans.”.

TITLE III—DISABILITY AND MEMORIAL

AFFAIRS MATTERS
SEC. 301. BURIAL ALLOWANCE FOR CERTAIN
VETERANS WHO DIE AT HOME
WHILE IN RECEIPT OF HOSPICE
CARE FURNISHED BY DEPARTMENT
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall treat a veteran described
in subsection (b) as a veteran described in
subparagraph (A) of section 2303(a)(2) of title
38, United States Code.

(b) VETERAN DESCRIBED.—A veteran de-
scribed in this subsection is a veteran who
dies in a home or other setting at which the
deceased veteran was, at the time of death,
receiving hospice care pursuant to section
1717(a) of such title if such care was directly
preceded by the Secretary furnishing to the
veteran hospital care or nursing home care
described in clause (ii) of such subparagraph.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY.—This
section shall apply with respect to deaths
that occur—

(1) on or after the date that is 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act;
and

(2) before October 1, 2026.

SEC. 302. AUTHORITY FOR SECRETARY OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS TO AWARD GRANTS
TO STATES AND INDIAN TRIBES TO
IMPROVE OUTREACH TO VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 63 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating sections 6307 and 6308
as sections 6308 and 6309, respectively; and

(2) by inserting after section 6306 the fol-
lowing new section 6307:

“§6307. Grants to States and Indian Tribes to
improve outreach to veterans

‘‘(a) PURPOSE.—It is the purpose of this
section to provide for assistance by the Sec-
retary to States and Indian Tribes to carry
out programs that improve covered outreach
and assistance to veterans and the spouses,
children, and parents of veterans, to ensure
that such individuals are fully informed
about, and assisted in applying for, any vet-
erans and veterans-related benefits and pro-
grams (including veterans programs of a
State or Indian Tribe) for which they may be
eligible and facilitate opportunities for such
individuals to receive competent, qualified
services in the preparation, presentation and
prosecution of veterans benefits claims.

‘“‘(b) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may
award grants to States and Indian Tribes—

‘(1) to carry out, coordinate, improve, or
otherwise enhance—

‘“(A) covered outreach activities; or

‘(B) activities to assist in the development
and submittal of claims for veterans and vet-
erans-related benefits; or

‘(2) to increase the number of county or
Tribal veterans service officers serving in
the State by hiring new, additional such offi-
cers.

‘‘(¢) APPLICATION.—(1) To be eligible for a
grant under this section, a State or Indian
Tribe shall submit to the Secretary an appli-
cation therefor at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the
Secretary may require.

‘“(2) Each application submitted under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) A detailed plan for the use of the
grant.

‘‘(B) A description of the programs through
which the State or Indian Tribe will meet
the outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (j).

“(C) A description of how the State or In-
dian Tribe will distribute grant amounts eq-
uitably among counties or Tribal lands with
varying levels of urbanization.
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‘(D) A plan for how the grant will be used
to meet the unique needs of American Indian
veterans, Alaska Native veterans, or Native
Hawaiian veterans, elderly veterans, and vet-
erans from other underserved communities.

‘‘(d) DISTRIBUTION.—The Secretary shall
seek to ensure that grants awarded under
this section are equitably distributed among
States and Indian Tribes with varying levels
of urbanization.

‘‘(e) SET-ASIDE.—Of the amounts author-
ized to be appropriated or otherwise made
available for grants under this section for
any fiscal year, the Secretary shall ensure
that not less than five percent is used to
make grants to Indian Tribes.

“(f) PrIORITY.—The  Secretary shall
prioritize awarding grants under this section
that will serve the following areas:

‘(1) Areas with a critical shortage of coun-
ty or Tribal veterans service officers.

‘“(2) Areas with high rates of—

‘“(A) suicide among veterans; or

‘(B) referrals to the Veterans Crisis Line.

‘(g) USE OF COUNTY OR TRIBAL VETERANS
SERVICE OFFICERS.—A State or Indian Tribe
that receives a grant under this section to
carry out an activity described in subsection
(b)(1) shall carry out the activity through—

(1) a county or Tribal veterans service of-
ficer of the State; or

‘(2) if the State or Indian Tribe does not
have a county or Tribal veterans service offi-
cer, or if the county or Tribal veterans serv-
ice officers of the State or Indian Tribe cover
only a portion of that State or Indian Tribe,
an appropriate entity of a State, local, or
Tribal government, as determined by the
Secretary.

“(h) REQUIRED ACTIVITIES.—Any grant
awarded under this section shall be used—

‘(1) to expand existing programs, activi-
ties, and services;

‘(2) to hire new, additional county or Trib-
al veterans service officers; or

“(3) for travel and transportation to facili-
tate carrying out paragraph (1) or (2).

‘(1) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—A grant
under this section may be used to provide
education and training, including on-the-job
training, for State, county, local, and Tribal
government employees who provide (or when
trained will provide) covered outreach serv-
ices in order for those employees to obtain
accreditation in accordance with procedures
approved by the Secretary.

“(j) OUTCOME MEASURES.—(1) The Sec-
retary shall develop and provide to each
State or Indian Tribe that receives a grant
under this section written guidance on the
following:

‘“(A) Outcome measures.

‘“(B) Policies of the Department.

‘(2) In developing outcome measures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consider
the following goals:

““(A) Increasing the use of veterans and
veterans-related benefits, particularly
among vulnerable populations.

‘(B) Increasing the number of county and
Tribal veterans service officers recognized by
the Secretary for the representation of vet-
erans under chapter 59 of this title.

““(k) TRACKING REQUIREMENTS.—(1) With re-
spect to each grant awarded under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall track the use of
veterans and veterans-related benefits
among the population served by the grant,
including the average period of time between
the date on which a veteran applies for such
a benefit and the date on which the veteran
receives the benefit, disaggregated by type of
benefit.

““(2) Not less frequently than annually dur-
ing the life of the grant program established
under this section, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on—

““(A) the information tracked under para-
graph (1);
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“(B) how the grants awarded under this
section serve the unique needs of American
Indian veterans, Alaska Native veterans, or
Native Hawaiian veterans, elderly veterans,
and veterans from other underserved com-
munities; and

‘“(C) other information provided by States
and Indian Tribes pursuant to the grant re-
porting requirements.

‘(1) PERFORMANCE REVIEW.—The Secretary
shall—

‘(1) review the performance of each State
or Indian Tribe that receives a grant under
this section; and

‘“(2) make information regarding such per-
formance publicly available.

‘‘(m) REMEDIATION PLAN.—(1) In the case of
a State or Indian Tribe that receives a grant
under this section and does not meet the
outcome measures developed by the Sec-
retary under subsection (j), the Secretary
shall require the State or Indian Tribe to
submit a remediation plan under which the
State shall describe how and when it plans to
meet such outcome measures.

‘(2) The Secretary may not award a subse-
quent grant under this section to a State or
Indian Tribe described in paragraph (1) un-
less the Secretary approves the remediation
plan submitted by the State or Indian Tribe.

‘‘(n) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) The term ‘county or Tribal veterans
service officer’ includes a local equivalent
veterans service officer.

‘“(2) The term ‘covered outreach’
outreach with respect to—

““(A) benefits administered by the Under
Secretary for Benefits; or

‘(B) similar benefits administered by a
State or Indian Tribe.

‘“(8) The term ‘Indian Tribe’ has the mean-
ing given such term in section 4 of the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 5304).

‘“(4) The term ‘State’ includes the District
of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands, and any territory or posses-
sion of the United States.

‘“(5) The term ‘Veterans Crisis Liine’ means
the toll-free hotline for veterans established
under section 1720F (h) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 63 of
such title is amended by striking the items
relating to sections 6307 and 6308 and insert-
ing the following new items:
©6307. Grants to States and Indian Tribes to

improve outreach to veterans.
¢6308. Outreach for eligible dependents.
¢6309. Biennial report to Congress.”’.

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for each of fis-
cal years 2026 and 2027, $10,000,000 to carry
out section 6307 of title 38, United States
Code, as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 303. DEFINITION OF SURVIVING SPOUSE.

Paragraph (3) of section 101 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended to read as
follows:

‘(3) The term ‘surviving spouse’ means (ex-
cept for purposes of chapter 19 of this title)
a person who was the spouse of a veteran at
the time of the veteran’s death, and who
lived with the veteran continuously from the
date of marriage to the date of the veteran’s
death (except where there was a separation
which was due to the misconduct of, or pro-
cured by, the veteran without the fault of
the spouse) and who has not remarried.”.
SEC. 304. ENSURING ONLY LICENSED HEALTH

CARE PROFESSIONALS PERFORM
MEDICAL DISABILITY EXAMINA-
TIONS UNDER CERTAIN DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PILOT
PROGRAM.

(a) PROHIBITION ON USE OF CERTAIN HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS.—Section 504(c)(1) of
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the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)
is amended by inserting ‘‘only” before ‘‘a
health care professional”’.

(b) REMEDIES.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall take such actions as the Sec-
retary considers appropriate to ensure com-
pliance with section 504(c) of the Veterans’
Benefits Improvements Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note), as amended
by subsection (a).

(c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act and not less frequently than once each
year thereafter, the Secretary shall submit
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives a re-
port on—

(1) the conduct of the pilot program estab-
lished under section 504 of the Veterans’ Ben-
efits Improvements Act of 1996 (Public Law
104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note); and

(2) the actions of the Secretary under sub-
section (b).

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 504 of
the Veterans’ Benefits Improvements Act of
1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)
is amended, in the section heading, by strik-
ing ‘‘PHYSICIANS’’ and inserting ‘‘HEALTH CARE
PROFESSIONALS’.

SEC. 305. PROVISION OF INFORMATION REGARD-
ING AN AGENT OR ATTORNEY TO A
LICENSED HEALTH CARE PROFES-
SIONAL WHO PERFORMS A MEDICAL
DISABILITY EXAMINATION UNDER
CERTAIN DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 504 of the Vet-
erans’ Benefits Improvements Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note), as
amended by section 304, is further amended
by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(f) CERTAIN INFORMATION PROVIDED TO
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.—The Secretary
shall provide to a health care professional
who performs an examination under sub-
section (a), or a contractor performing a con-
tract under such subsection, the contact in-
formation of any agent or attorney recog-
nized by the Secretary under chapter 59 of
title 38, United States Code, with regards to
a claim for benefits that gives rise to such
examination.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made
by this section shall apply to an examination
described in subsection (a) of such section
that is performed on or after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

SEC. 306. MODERNIZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS DISABILITY
BENEFIT QUESTIONNAIRES.

(a) REQUIREMENT FOR TRANSMISSION OF
CERTAIN INFORMATION IN MACHINE-READABLE
FORMAT.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall require all disability
benefit questionnaire data collected in the
course of medical disability examinations
made by covered non-Department providers
to be transmitted to the Department in a
machine-readable format.

(2) ISSUANCE OF STANDARDS.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall issue stand-
ards for the transmission of disability ben-
efit questionnaire data in a machine-read-
able format as required under paragraph (1).

(3) UPDATES.—In making updates to dis-
ability benefit questionnaires after the date
specified in paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) ensure that the updates are made in a
manner that allows for the data collected
under the questionnaires to be in a machine-
readable format as of the date on which the
update goes into effect; and
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(B) not later than 30 days before an update
goes into effect, notify the covered non-De-
partment providers (or the contractor per-
forming a contract under section 504 of the
Veterans Benefits Improvement Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101 note)) de-
scribed in such paragraph of such updates.

(b) PLAN FOR INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SYSTEM MODIFICATION.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate
and House of Representatives a plan to mod-
ify the information technology systems and
processes of the Department to enable a non-
Department health care professional, as-
signed to or selected by a claimant, to trans-
mit to the Department, in a machine-read-
able format, disability benefit questionnaire
data, including complete disability benefit
questionnaires rather than partial question-
naires or elements of medical evidence.

(¢) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—
The Secretary shall make publicly available
on the internet website of the Department
referred to in section 5101(d) of title 38,
United States Code—

(1) a description of the standards issued
under subsection (a)(2); and

(2) the plan required under subsection (b).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘claimant’ has the meaning
given such term in section 5100 of title 38,
United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered non-Department
provider’”” means a health care provider
who—

(A) is not an employee of the Department
of Veterans Affairs; and

(B) pursuant to a contract under section
504 of the Veterans Benefits Improvement
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-275; 38 U.S.C. 5101
note), as amended by sections 304 and 305, ex-
amines a claimant for a medical disability.
SEC. 307. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

AUTOMATIC PROCESSING OF CER-
TAIN CLAIMS FOR TEMPORARY DIS-
ABILITY RATINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall mod-
ify the information technology systems of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to use
automation technology for claims for tem-
porary disability ratings for veterans de-
scribed in section 1156(a)(1)(C) of title 38,
United States Code.

(b) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—In car-
rying out subsection (a), the Secretary shall
ensure that—

(1) medical evidence is obtained from the
corporate data warehouse of the Department
or other sources of data, the Secretary deter-
mines appropriate;

(2) employees of the Department continue
to determine whether a veteran is entitled to
a temporary disability rating under section
1156(a)(1)(C) of title 38, United States Code;
and

(3) claims may be processed manually if
the evidence of record is not sufficient to de-
cide the claim or if the medical evidence is
provided in a format that is not compatible
with the system developed under subsection
(a).

TITLE IV—HOMELESSNESS MATTERS
SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Housing
our Military Veterans Effectively Act of
2024 or the “HOME Act of 2024".

SEC. 402. PER DIEM PAYMENTS PROVIDED BY
THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS FOR SERVICES FURNISHED
TO HOMELESS VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 2012 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—
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(A) in paragraph (2)(B)—

(i) in clause (i)(IT)(aa)(BB), by striking ‘115
percent” and inserting ‘115 percent (or, dur-
ing the period beginning on the date of the
enactment of the Housing our Military Vet-
erans Effectively Act of 2024 and ending on
September 30, 2027, 133 percent)’’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(iii) For each of fiscal years 2025 through
2027, the Secretary may waive the maximum
rate for per diem payments under clause
(i)(II)(aa)(BB) or (ii) and, subject to the
availability of appropriations, provide such
payments at a rate that does not exceed 200
percent of the rate authorized for State
homes for domiciliary care under subsection
(a)(1)(A) of section 1741 of this title, as the
Secretary may increase from time to time
under subsection (c) of that section, if the
Secretary notifies Congress of such waiver.

‘“(iv) The Secretary may not, pursuant to
clause (iii), waive the maximum rate de-
scribed in such clause for more than 50 per-
cent of all grant recipients and eligible enti-
ties for a fiscal year.”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

‘“(4) The Secretary may not provide more
than 12,000 per diem payments under this
section for a fiscal year.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

‘(f) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of the
HOME Act of 2024, and not less frequently
than twice each year thereafter, the Sec-
retary shall submit to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of
Representatives a report on the rate for per
diem payments under this section that in-
cludes, for each Veterans Integrated Service
Network of the Department, the following
data:

‘(1) The average rate for such a payment.

‘“(2) A list of locations where the rate for
such a payment is within 10 percent of the
maximum rate for such a payment author-
ized under this section.

‘“(83) The average length of stay by a vet-
eran participating in a program described in
section 2012(a) of this title.”’.

(b) REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs may carry out the
amendments made by subsection (a) through
interim guidance in advance of the issuance
of regulations for such purpose.

(c) STRATEGIC PLAN.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September
30, 2025, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a strategic plan for the provision of
grants and per diem payments for services
furnished to homeless veterans under sec-
tions 2011 and 2012 of title 38, United States
Code.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A method for administering grant fund-
ing equitably without using the rate author-
ized for State homes for domiciliary care
under subsection (a)(1)(A) of section 1741 of
title 38, United States Code, as the Secretary
may increase from time to time under sub-
section (c¢) of that section, that takes into
account—

(i) the wide variety of services furnished by
grant recipients and eligible entities under
sections 2011 and 2012 of title 38, United
States Code;

(ii) varying costs of living across different
geographic locations;

(iii) varying availability of affordable
housing in different geographic locations;

(iv) circumstances of housing insecurity in
rural and Tribal communities;
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(v) veterans with significant medical care
needs; and

(vi) the changing dynamic of the veteran
population nationwide.

(B) A plan and timeline for implementa-
tion of the method included under subpara-
graph (A).

(C) An estimate of increased costs or sav-
ings per year under the plan.

(D) An overview of the different grants
that will be available once the plan is imple-
mented.

SEC. 403. AUTHORIZATION FOR SECRETARY OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO USE CER-
TAIN FUNDS FOR IMPROVED FLEXI-
BILITY IN ASSISTANCE TO HOME-
LESS VETERANS.

(a) USE OF FUNDs.—During the period be-
ginning on the date of the enactment of this
Act and ending on the termination date spec-
ified in subsection (d), the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may provide to a covered vet-
eran, as the Secretary determines nec-
essary—

(1) food, shelter, clothing, blankets, and
hygiene items required for the safety and
survival of the veteran;

(2) transportation required to support the
stability and health of the veteran for ap-
pointments with service providers, the con-
duct of housing and employment searches,
and the obtainment of food and supplies; and

(3) tablets, smartphones, disposable phones
and other technology, and related service
plans required to support the stability and
health of the veteran through the mainte-
nance of contact with service providers, pro-
spective landlords, and family members.

(b) HOMELESS VETERANS ON DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS LAND.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may col-
laborate, to the extent practicable, with one
or more organizations to manage the use of
land of the Department of Veterans Affairs
for homeless veterans for living and sleeping.

(2) FORMS OF COLLABORATION.—Collabora-
tion under paragraph (1) may include the
provision by either the Secretary or the head
of the organization concerned of food serv-
ices and security for property, buildings, and
other facilities owned or controlled by the
Department of Veterans Affairs.

(c) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than six
months after the date of the enactment of
this Act, and annually thereafter until the
date specified in subsection (d), the Sec-
retary shall submit to Congress a report that
includes, with respect to the period covered
by such report—

(1) a statement, disaggregated by each
medical center of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, of the amount of funds under
this section—

(A) each such medical center requested
from the Secretary; and

(B) to which the Secretary provided each
such medical center;

(2) data, disaggregated by each such med-
ical center, relating to how each such med-
ical center used amounts provided by the
Secretary under this section;

(3) the number of covered veterans to
which the Secretary provided assistance
under this section;

(4) the total amount of assistance the Sec-
retary provided to covered veterans pursuant
to subsection (a)(3) for communications
equipment, broken down by the type of
equipment provided;

(5) the total amount of assistance the Sec-
retary provided covered veterans pursuant to
subsection (a)(2) for ridesharing;

(6) the number of covered veterans who re-
ceived such assistance; and

(7) a description, for each rideshare used by
a covered veteran with such assistance, of
the reasons such covered veteran used such
rideshare.
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(8) the number of covered veterans who
lived or slept on Department land;

(9) the amount of funds used to make avail-
able Department land for covered veterans to
live and sleep;

(10) the number of Department employees
whose primary responsibilities involved pro-
viding services for covered veterans living or
sleeping on Department land;

(11) the average length of time a covered
veteran lived or slept on Department land,
and

(12) the period of time the Secretary ex-
pects Department land will be made avail-
able for covered veterans to live and sleep.

(d) TERMINATION DATE.—The termination
date specified in this subsection is Sep-
tember 30, 2027.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the term
‘“‘covered veteran’” means—

(1) a homeless veteran, as such term is de-
fined in section 2002 of title 38, United States
Code; and

(2) a veteran participating in the program
carried out under section 8(0)(19) of the
United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437£(0)(19)).

SEC. 404. ACCESS TO DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS TELEHEALTH SERVICES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle VII of chapter 20
of title 38, United States Code is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:
“§2069. Access to telehealth services

“To the extent practicable, the Secretary
shall ensure that veterans participating in or
receiving services from a program under this
chapter have access to telehealth services to
which such veterans are eligible under the
laws administered by the Secretary, includ-
ing by ensuring that telehealth capabilities
are available to

‘(1) such veterans;

“(2) case managers of the Department of
programs for homeless veterans authorized
under this chapter; and

“(3) community-based service providers for
homeless veterans receiving funds from the
Department through grants or contracts.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 20 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following new item:
¢“2069. Access to telehealth services.”.

TITLE V—OVERSIGHT AND
INVESTIGATIONS MATTERS
SEC. 501. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
EMPLOYEE TRAINING REGARDING
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL.

(a) TRAINING.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall require each employee of the
Department of Veterans Affairs who begins
employment with the Department on or
after the date of the enactment of this Act
to receive training that the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department shall develop on the
reporting of wrongdoing to, responding to re-
quests from, and the duty of cooperating
with the Office of Inspector General of the
Department.

(b) TIMING OF TRAINING.—In carrying out
subsection (a), the Secretary shall require
each employee of the Department covered
under such subsection to undergo the train-
ing required by such subsection not later
than one year after the date on which the
employee begins employment with the De-
partment.

(¢c) ELEMENTS.—Training developed and re-
quired under subsection (a) shall include the
following:

(1) Definition of the role, responsibilities,
and legal authority of the Inspector General
of the Department and the duties of employ-
ees of the Department for engaging with the
Office of Inspector General.

(2) Identification of Federal whistleblower
protection rights, including the right to re-
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port fraud, waste, abuse, and other wrong-
doing to Congress.

(3) Identification of the circumstances and
mechanisms for vreporting fraud, waste,
abuse, and other wrongdoing to the Inspector
General, including making confidential com-
plaints to the Inspector General.

(4) Identification of the prohibitions and
remedies that help to protect employees of
the Department from retaliation when re-
porting wrongdoing to the Inspector General.

(5) Recognition of opportunities to engage
with staff of the Office of Inspector General
to improve programs, operations, and serv-
ices of the Department.

(6) Notification of the authority of the In-
spector General to subpoena the attendance
and testimony of witnesses, including former
employees of the Department, as necessary
to carry out the duties of the Office of In-
spector General under section 312 of title 38,
United States Code.

(d) DESIGN AND UPDATE.—The Inspector
General of the Department shall design, and
update as the Inspector General considers
appropriate, the training developed and re-
quired by subsection (a).

(e) SYSTEM.—The Secretary shall provide,
via the talent management system of the De-
partment, or successor system, the training
developed and required under subsection (a).

(f) RELATION TO CERTAIN TRAINING.—The
Secretary shall ensure that training devel-
oped and required under subsection (a) is sep-
arate and distinct from training provided
under section 733 of title 38, United States
Code.

(g) NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the Inspector General is af-
forded the opportunity, not less frequently
than twice each year and more frequently if
the Inspector General considers appropriate
under extraordinary circumstances, to use
the electronic mail system of the Depart-
ment to notify all authorized users of such
system of the following:

(1) The roles and responsibilities of the em-
ployees of the Department when engaging
with the Office of Inspector General.

(2) The availability of training provided
under subsection (a).

(3) How to access training provided under
subsection (a).

(4) Information about how to contact the
Office of Inspector General, including a link
to any website-based reporting form of the
Office.

SEC. 502. ANNUAL REVIEW OF SECURITY AT COV-
ERED FACILITIES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) ANNUAL SURVEY.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, and annually thereafter for each of the
following five fiscal years, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, in coordination with the
Director of the Office of Security and Law
Enforcement of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, shall conduct a survey of the covered
employees at each covered facility to collect
information regarding security. Each annual
survey shall include questions about—

(1) the type and frequency of criminal ac-
tivity experienced at the covered facility
during the fiscal year which most recently
concluded including whether or not the
criminal activity was related to residents at
the facility or campus such as those in a res-
idential rehabilitation treatment program or
enhanced-use lease facility;

(2) the number of vacancies and number of
days vacant for Department police officers
at the covered facility at the time of the sur-
vey delineated by recruitment status and
stage;

(3) the availability and adequacy of cov-
ered equipment;

(4) the availability and adequacy of re-
sources, classes, or other time set aside for
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training Department police officers who
work at each covered facility about any skill
or tactic related to law enforcement, includ-
ing the proper use of force, firearms quali-
fications and training, procedures for re-
sponding to an active threat, and any other
training required for Department police offi-
cers;

(5) any security weakness at covered facili-
ties;

(6) the relationship between the covered fa-
cility (including the Department police offi-
cers who work at the covered facility) and
local, state, and federal law enforcement
agencies including what agreements or mem-
orandums of understanding exist between
each covered facility and external law en-
forcement agencies;

(7) efforts by the personnel of the covered
facility to address and reduce criminal activ-
ity at, or in close proximity to, the covered
facility; and

(8) recommendations for the Secretary to
better address and reduce criminal activity
at, or in close proximity to, covered facili-
ties so as to improve the safety of veterans,
employees, visitors, other authorized per-
sonnel, and the surrounding community.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 30 days after
the end of the next full Fiscal Year after the
enactment of this Act and for each of the fol-
lowing five fiscal years, the Secretary shall
submit to each of the Committees on Vet-
erans’ Affairs of the Senate and the House of
Representatives a report regarding the re-
sults of the surveys conducted under sub-
section (a) during the previous fiscal year.
The report shall include—

(1) the results of the annual survey de-
scribed under subsection (a) for the year cov-
ered by the report;

(2) an analysis, made in coordination with
the Director of the Office of Security and
Law Enforcement of such Department, each
director and police chief of a Veterans Inte-
grated Service Network, and the directors
and police chiefs of the medical centers with-
in the Veterans Integrated Service Network
of the results of the triannual security in-
spections conducted in prior fiscal year, to
include a plan of action that describes how
the Secretary plans to address any security
weakness identified in the results of the
triannual security inspections and includes
clearly-stated goals with measurable bench-
marks for each goal and deadlines for each
benchmark; and

(3) a list of all vacant positions for police
chief or deputy police chief at each covered
facility during the prior fiscal year, the
number of individuals who filled those posi-
tions over the two years prior to the date of
the survey, the number of days the positions
were vacant without someone serving in an
acting capacity, and the number of days the
positions were filled by individuals serving
in an acting capacity.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘covered equipment’ means
any item issued by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to a Department police officer (in-
cluding firearms, weapons detecting tech-
nology, ballistic vests, body-worn cameras,
and radios) for use in the provision of serv-
ices under section 902 of title 38, United
States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered employee’ means an
employee of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs who is employed and responsible for se-
curity operations at a covered facility in-
cluding a covered facility’s police chief, fa-
cility emergency management leader, facil-
ity director, or person carrying out the re-
sponsibilities of one of these positions in an
acting capacity.
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(3) The term ‘‘covered facility’ means any
facility of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs where Department police officers have
jurisdiction.

(4) The term ‘“‘Department police officer”
is used as such term as used in section 902 of
title 38, United States Code.

(5) The term ‘‘security weakness’’ means a
deficiency in the facilities, staffing, or cov-
ered equipment at a covered facility that a
covered employee of the covered facility de-
termines presents a risk to the safety of visi-
tors or staff, including an unsecured door, in-
operable security camera, unsecured police
operations room, a lack of security presence
at an entrance to the covered facility, and a
lack of security presence in an area of the
covered facility or the grounds of the cov-
ered facility that the director of the covered
facility determines requires an increased se-
curity presence.

SEC. 503. MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN HOUSING
LOAN FEES.

The loan fee table in section 3729(b)(2) of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by
striking ‘‘November 29, 2031’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘June 9, 2034”°.

SA 3328. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr.
BOOKER (for himself and Mr. SCHMITT))
proposed an amendment to the bill S.
5046, to require the Secretary of Health
and Human Service, acting through the
Commissioner of Food and Drugs, to
publish a final rule relating to nonclin-
ical testing methods; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “FDA Mod-
ernization Act 3.0”.

SEC. 2. REGULATIONS ON NONCLINICAL TESTING
METHODS.

(a) INTERIM FINAL RULE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, shall publish an interim final rule
pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) to ensure
implementation of the amendments to sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 3565(i)) made by sec-
tion 3209(a) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328; 136 Stat.
5821).

(2) EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERIM FINAL
RULE.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of
section 553(b) of title 5, United States Code,
the interim final rule issued by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services under
paragraph (1) shall become immediately ef-
fective as an interim final rule without re-
quiring the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to demonstrate good cause therefor.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The interim final rule
shall replace any references to ‘‘animal”
tests, data, studies, models, and research
with a reference to nonclinical tests, data,
studies, models, and research in the fol-
lowing sections of title 21, Code of Federal
Regulations:

(A) Section 312.22(c).

(B) Section 312.23(a)(3)(1v).

(C) Section 312.23(a)(5)(ii).

(D) Section 312.23(a)(5)(iii).

(E) Section 312.23(a)(8).

(F') Section 312.23(a)(8)(i).

(G) Section 312.23(a)(8)(ii).

(H) Section 312.23(a)(10)(1).

(I) Section 312.23(a)(10)(ii).

(J) Section 312.33(b)(6).

(K) Section 312.82(a).

(L) Section 312.88.

(M) Section 314.50(d)(2).
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(N) Section 314.50(d)(2)(iv).

(O) Section 314.50(d)(5)(1).

(P) Section 314.50(d)(5)(vi)(a).

(Q) Section 314.50(d)(5)(vi)(b).

(R) Section 314.93(e)(2).

(S) Section 315.6(d).

(T) Section 330.10(a)(2).

(U) Section 601.35(d).

(V) Any other section necessary to ensure
regulatory consistency with the amendments
to section 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) made by
section 3209(a) of the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328; 136
Stat. 5821).

(2) ADDITIONAL CHANGES.—The Secretary
may make such additional changes to the
sections of title 21, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, described in subparagraphs (A)
through (V) of paragraph (1) as the Secretary
determines appropriate to fully implement
the replacement required under such para-
graph.

(c) DEFINITION OF NONCLINICAL TEST.—The
definition of ‘‘nonclinical test” in section
505(z) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(z)) shall be added to
sections 312.3, 314.3, 315.2, and 601.31 of title
21, Code of Federal Regulations.

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 505 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355) is amended by designating the
second subsection (z) (relating to clinical
trial diversity action plans), as added by sec-
tion 3601(a) of the Health Extenders, Improv-
ing Access to Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP,
and Strengthening Public Health Act of 2022
(division FF of Public Law 117-328), as sub-
section (aa).

SA 3329. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. COR-
NYN (for himself and Mr. OSSOFF)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R.
8663, to require the Science and Tech-
nology Directorate in the Department
of Homeland Security to develop a
greater capacity to detect and identify
illicit substances in very low con-
centrations; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Detection
Equipment and Technology Evaluation to
Counter the Threat of Fentanyl and Xylazine
Act of 2024 or the “DETECT Fentanyl and
Xylazine Act of 2024,

SEC. 2. ENHANCING THE CAPACITY TO DETECT
AND IDENTIFY DRUGS SUCH AS
FENTANYL AND XYLAZINE.

Section 302 of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 182) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(15) carrying out, in coordination with
the Drug Enforcement Administration, re-
search, development, testing, evaluation,
and cost-benefit analyses to improve the
safety, effectiveness, and efficiency of equip-
ment and the effectiveness and efficiency of
reference libraries for use by Federal, State,
local, Tribal, and territorial law enforce-
ment agencies for the accurate detection of
drugs, such as fentanyl and xylazine, includ-
ing—

‘“(A) portable equipment that can detect
and identify drugs with minimal or no han-
dling of the sample;

‘(B) equipment that can separate complex
mixtures containing low concentrations of
drugs and high concentrations of cutting
agents into their component parts to enable
signature extraction for field identification
and detection; and
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‘(C) technologies that use machine learn-
ing or artificial intelligence (as defined in
section 5002 of the National Artificial Intel-
ligence Initiative Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401))
and other techniques to predict whether the
substances in a sample are controlled sub-
stance analogues or other new psychoactive
substances not yet included in available ref-
erence libraries.””.

SEC. 3. REQUIREMENTS.

In carrying out section 302(15) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section
2, the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology shall—

(1) follow the recommendations, guide-
lines, and best practices described in the Ar-
tificial Intelligence Risk Management
Framework (NIST AI 100-1) or any successor
document published by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; and

(2) establish the Directorate of Science and
Technology’s research, development, testing,
evaluation, and cost-benefit analysis prior-
ities under such section 302(15) based on the
latest available information, including spe-
cific drugs identified as threats in—

(A) the latest Homeland Threat Assess-
ment published by the Department of Home-
land Security;

(B) the latest State and Territory Report
on Enduring and Emerging Threats pub-
lished by the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion; or

(C) any successor documents.

SEC. 4. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to
limit the authority of agencies currently
managing, overseeing, or otherwise involved
in drug equipment and reference libraries.

SA 3330. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. COR-
NYN (for himself and Mr. OSSOFF)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R.
8663, to require the Science and Tech-
nology Directorate in the Department
of Homeland Security to develop a
greater capacity to detect and identify
illicit substances in very low con-
centrations; as follows:

Amend the title so as to read: ‘“‘An Act to
require the Science and Technology Direc-
torate in the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to develop greater capacity to detect
and identify illicit substances in very low
concentrations.”.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have four requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, December 12, 2024, at 10 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, December 12, 2024,
at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, December
12, 2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, December
12, 2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hear-
ing.

——

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—S. 4367

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that at a time to be
determined by the majority leader, in
consultation with the Republican lead-
er, and notwithstanding rule XXII, the
Chair lay before the Senate the mes-
sage to accompany S. 4367, to provide
for improvements to the rivers and
harbors of the United States; that the
majority leader, or his designee, be rec-
ognized to make a motion to concur in
the House amendment to S. 4367, and
there be up to 1 hour of debate, equally
divided, on the motion to concur; that
upon the use or yielding back of time,
the Senate vote on the motion to con-
cur in the House amendment to S. 4367,
with 60 affirmative votes required for
the motion to concur; and that no
other motions or amendments be in
order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

DETECTION EQUIPMENT AND
TECHNOLOGY EVALUATION TO
COUNTER THE THREAT OF
FENTANYL AND XYLAZINE ACT
OF 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 8663, and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 8663) to require the Science and
Technology Directorate in the Department
of Homeland Security to develop greater ca-
pacity to detect, identify, and disrupt illicit
substances in very low concentrations.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the
Cornyn-Ossoff substitute amendment
be considered and agreed to; that the
bill, as amended, be considered read a
third time and passed; that the Cor-
nyn-Ossoff title amendment at the
desk be considered and agreed to; that
the title, as amended, be agreed to; and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The amendment (No. 3329) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Detection
Equipment and Technology Evaluation to
Counter the Threat of Fentanyl and Xylazine
Act of 2024 or the “DETECT Fentanyl and
Xylazine Act of 2024°.

SEC. 2. ENHANCING THE CAPACITY TO DETECT
AND IDENTIFY DRUGS SUCH AS
FENTANYL AND XYLAZINE.

Section 302 of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 182) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘“‘and” at
the end;

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(15) carrying out, in coordination with
the Drug Enforcement Administration, re-
search, development, testing, evaluation,
and cost-benefit analyses to improve the
safety, effectiveness, and efficiency of equip-
ment and the effectiveness and efficiency of
reference libraries for use by Federal, State,
local, Tribal, and territorial law enforce-
ment agencies for the accurate detection of
drugs, such as fentanyl and xylazine, includ-
ing—

““(A) portable equipment that can detect
and identify drugs with minimal or no han-
dling of the sample;

‘(B) equipment that can separate complex
mixtures containing low concentrations of
drugs and high concentrations of cutting
agents into their component parts to enable
signature extraction for field identification
and detection; and

‘“(C) technologies that use machine learn-
ing or artificial intelligence (as defined in
section 5002 of the National Artificial Intel-
ligence Initiative Act of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401))
and other techniques to predict whether the
substances in a sample are controlled sub-
stance analogues or other new psychoactive
substances not yet included in available ref-
erence libraries.”.

SEC. 3. REQUIREMENTS.

In carrying out section 302(15) of the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, as added by section
2, the Under Secretary for Science and Tech-
nology shall—

(1) follow the recommendations, guide-
lines, and best practices described in the Ar-
tificial Intelligence Risk Management
Framework (NIST AI 100-1) or any successor
document published by the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology; and

(2) establish the Directorate of Science and
Technology’s research, development, testing,
evaluation, and cost-benefit analysis prior-
ities under such section 302(15) based on the
latest available information, including spe-
cific drugs identified as threats in—

(A) the latest Homeland Threat Assess-
ment published by the Department of Home-
land Security;

(B) the latest State and Territory Report
on Enduring and Emerging Threats pub-
lished by the Drug Enforcement Administra-
tion; or

(C) any successor documents.

SEC. 4. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.

Nothing in this Act may be construed to
limit the authority of agencies currently
managing, overseeing, or otherwise involved
in drug equipment and reference libraries.

The amendment was ordered to be
engrossed and the bill to be read a
third time.

The bill was read the third time.
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The bill (H.R. 8663), as amended, was
passed.

The title amendment (No. 3330) was
agreed to as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the title)

Amend the title so as to read: ‘““An Act to
require the Science and Technology Direc-
torate in the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity to develop greater capacity to detect
and identify illicit substances in very low
concentrations.”.

The title, as amended, was agreed to.

——
CHANCE TO COMPETE ACT OF 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 651, S. 59.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 59) to implement merit-based re-
forms to the civil service hiring system that
replace degree-based hiring with skills- and
competency-based hiring.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
insert in lieu thereof the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Chance to Com-
pete Act of 2024”°.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

(a) AMENDATORY DEFINITIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3304 of title 5, United
States Code, is amended—

(A) by redesignating subsections (b) through
(g) as subsections (i) through (n), respectively;

(B) by redesignating subsection (a) as sub-
section (b); and

(C) by inserting before subsection (b), as so re-
designated, the following:

‘““(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘“(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ means an
Erecutive agency.

““(2) DIRECTOR.—The term
the Director of the Office.

‘“(3) EXAMINATION.—The term ‘examination
means the process by which an applicant dem-
onstrates knowledge, skills, abilities, and com-
petencies.

‘““(4) EXAMINING AGENCY.—The term ‘exam-
ining agency’ means—

““(A) the Office; or

‘“‘(B) an agency to which the Director has del-
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egated examining authority wunder section
1104(a)(2).
“(5)  OCCUPATIONAL  QUESTIONNAIRE.—The

term ‘occupational questionnaire’ means a rat-
ing and experience evaluation or assessment
questionnaire that—

‘““(A) is used to screen, rate, and rank an ap-
plicant;

‘““(B) is commonly delivered through auto-
mated staffing systems used for Federal hiring;
and

‘“(C) consists of self-ratings of training and
experience.

‘““(6) OFFICE.—The term ‘Office’ means the Of-
fice of Personnel Management.

““(7) PASSING SCORE.—The term ‘passing score’
means a minimum acceptable score or rating,
consistent with applicable law, that may include
a quantitative or qualitative assessment that an
applicant can pass or fail.

‘““(8) RELEVANT COMMITTEES.—The term ‘rel-
evant committees’ means—

‘“(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and
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‘“‘(B) the Committee on Owversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives.

‘““(9) RESUME REVIEW.—The term ‘resume re-
view’ means an evaluation of an applicant’s re-
sume that is conducted by a subject matter ex-
pert.

““(10) SUBJECT MATTER EXPERT.—The term
‘subject matter expert’ means an employee or se-
lecting official—

“(A) who possesses an understanding of the
duties of, and knowledge, skills, and abilities re-
quired for, the position for which the employee
or selecting official is developing or admin-
istering an examination; and

‘“‘(B) whom the delegated examining unit of
the examining agency that employs the em-
ployee or selecting official designates to assist in
the development and administration of technical
assessments.

‘(11) TECHNICAL  ASSESSMENT.—The term
‘technical assessment’ means a position-specific
tool that is relevant to the position for which
the tool is developed that—

“(A) allows for the demonstration of job-re-
lated skills, abilities, knowledge, and com-
petencies;

““(B) is based upon a job analysis; and

“(C) does not include an occupational ques-
tionnaire.”’.

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE.—Part III of
title 5, United States Code, is amended—

(i) in chapter 33—

(1) in section 3302(2), by striking ‘‘3304(a)’’
and inserting ‘‘3304(b)’’; and

(II) in section 3330a(a)(1)(B), by striking
“3304(f)(1)”’ and inserting ‘‘3304(m)(1)”’; and

(ii) in section 9810(b), by striking 3304(b)”’
and inserting ‘3304(i)”’.

(B) ACT TO ESTABLISH A COMMISSION ON SECU-
RITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE.—Section
8(d)(2) of the Act entitled, ‘“An Act to establish
a Commission on Security and Cooperation in
Europe’’, approved June 3, 1976 (22 U.S.C.
3008(d)(2)) is amended by striking ‘3304(c)(1)”’
and inserting ‘‘3304(5)(1)"’.

(C) U.S.-CHINA RELATIONS ACT OF 2000.—Sec-
tion 308(e)(2) of the U.S.-China Relations Act of
2000 (22 U.S.C. 6918(e)(2)) is amended by striking
““3304(c)(1)”’ and inserting ““3304(5)(1)"’.

(D) ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND SECURITY ACT
OF 2007.—Section 136(i)(1) of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C.
17013(i)(1)) is amended by striking “‘3304(a)(3)”
and inserting ‘‘3304(b)(3)”’.

(E) SUBSECTION HEADINGS.—Section 3304 of
title 5, United States Code, as amended by para-
graph (1) of this subsection, is amended—

(i) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘The Presi-
dent’’ and inserting ‘‘RULES.—The President’’;

(ii) in subsection (i), by striking “‘An indi-
vidual’’ and inserting ‘‘EXAMINATION OR EXCEP-
TION REQUIRED.—An individual’’;

(iii) in subsection (j), by striking ‘(1) For the
purpose’’ and inserting ‘‘TECHNICIANS.—(1) For
the purpose’’;

(iv) in subsection (k), by striking ‘‘The Office’’
and inserting ‘‘CONSIDERATION OF EXPERI-
ENCE.—The office’’;

(v) in subsection (1), by striking ‘‘Employees’’
and inserting ‘“‘USE OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS.—Em-
ployees’’; and

(vi) in subsection (m), by striking ‘(1) Pref-
erence eligibles or wveterans’” and inserting
‘“PREFERENCE ELIGIBLES AND VETERANS.—(I)
Preference eligibles or veterans’.

(b) FREESTANDING DEFINITIONS.—In this Act—

(1) each term that is defined in section 3304(a)
of title 5, United States Code, as added by sub-
section (a) of this section, shall have the mean-
ing given the term in such section 3304(a); and

(2) the term ‘‘competitive service’’ has the
meaning given the term in section 2102 of title 5,
United States Code.

SEC. 3. MODERNIZING FEDERAL HIRING.

Section 3304 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after subsection (b), as re-
designated by section 2, the following:
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“(c) EXAMINATIONS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of testing
applicants for appointment for a position, or
class of positions, in the competitive service, an
examining agency shall conduct an examination
pursuant to subsection (b).

““(2) INTERIM EXAMINATION PERIOD.—

‘“(A) PREFERENCE FOR TECHNICAL ASSESS-
MENT.—During the 3-year period beginning on
the date of enactment of the Chance to Compete
Act of 2024, an examining agency shall pref-
erence the use of a technical assessment, to the
maximum extent practicable, to assess the job-
related skills, abilities, knowledge, and com-
petencies of an applicant for a position in the
competitive service.

“(B) USE OF OCCUPATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE.—
During the 3-year period beginning on the date
of enactment of the Chance to Compete Act of
2024, if an examining agency determines that
the use of a technical assessment to assess the
job-related skills, abilities, knowledge, and com-
petencies of an applicant for a position in the
competitive service is not practicable, the exam-
ining agency may use an occupational question-
naire for that purpose if the examining agen-
cy—

“(i) includes a brief description of the ration-
ale for the use of the occupational questionnaire
in the job posting, and

““(it) adheres to the process under subsection
(e).

““(3) TRANSITION PLANNING.—

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later 18 months after
the date of enactment of the Chance to Compete
Act of 2024, the Director shall submit to the rel-
evant committees a plan to transition Federal
hiring practices to adopt technical assessments
in accordance with subsection (d), which shall
include—

‘(i) the prioritication of—

“(1) job classifications; and

“(II) resource requirements; and

“(ii) a timeline for full implementation of the
transition.

‘“(B) ADDITIONAL CONSULTATION.—In devel-
oping the plan under subparagraph (A), the Di-
rector shall consult with, at minimum—

‘(i) the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget;

‘“(ii) the Chair of the Chief Human Capital
Officers Council;

“‘(iii) employee representatives; and

“(iv) relevant external stakeholders.

“(4) IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNICAL ASSESS-
MENTS.—

“(A) IMPLEMENTATION OF PLAN.—Not later
than 3 years after the date of enactment of the
Chance to Compete Act of 2024, the Director
shall implement the plan submitted under para-
graph (3).

“(B) ADOPTION OF TECHNICAL ASSESSMENTS.—
On and after the date that is 3 years after the
date of enactment of the Chance to Compete Act
of 2024, an examining agency shall use a tech-
nical assessment to examine applicants for posi-
tions in the competitive service in accordance
with subsection (d).

“(C) WAIVER.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The requirement under sub-
paragraph (B) shall not apply to an examining
agency with respect to a particular job series
if—

“(I) the examining agency determines that use
of a technical assessment is impracticable for
the job series;

“(II) the head of the eramining agency sub-
mits to the Director and the relevant committees
a certification that use of the technical assess-
ment is impracticable, which certification shall
include—

“(aa) identification of the job series;

“(bb) identification of the number of positions
that are included in the job series within the
agency for which the examining agency is con-
ducting examinations; and

“‘(cc) a description of the rationale for the de-
termination; and
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‘“(III) the examining agency adheres to the
process under subsection (e).

““(ii) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVER.—A waiver
under this subparagraph shall be effective for
the period—

‘(1) beginning on the date that is 1 day after
the date on which the applicable certification is
submitted under clause (i)(1I); and

‘“(1I) ending on the date that is 3 years after
the date on which the applicable certification is
submitted under clause (i)(I1).

‘‘(iii)) RENEWAL OF WAIVER.—The head of an
examining agency may renew a waiver under
this subparagraph by submitting a new certifi-
cation under clause (i)(II) nmot more than 30
days before the date that is 3 years after the
date on which the previous certification was
submitted under that clause.

“(iv) NO DELEGATION OF CERTIFICATION AU-
THORITY.—The head of an examining agency
may not delegate the authority to submit a cer-
tification under clause (i)(1I).

“(d) TECHNICAL ASSESSMENT.—

‘““(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of con-
ducting an examination for a position in the
competitive service, an individual who is deter-
mined by an examining agency to be a subject
matter expert in the subject and job field of the
position may—

““(A) develop, in partnership with human re-
sources employees of the examining agency, a
position-specific assessment that is relevant to
the position, based on job analysis, which may
include—

‘(i) a structured interview;

‘(i) a work-related exercise;

““(iii) a custom or generic procedure used to
measure an applicant’s employment or career-
related qualifications and interests; or

“(iv) another assessment that—

‘“(I) allows for the demonstration of job-re-
lated technical skills, abilities, and knowledge;
and

“(II) is relevant to the position for which the
assessment is developed; and

‘““(B) administer the assessment developed
under subparagraph (A) to—

‘““(i) determine whether an applicant for the
position has a passing score to be qualified for
the position; or

““(ii) rank applicants for the position for cat-
egory rating purposes under section 3319.

““(2) FEASIBILITY STUDY ON SHARING AND
CUSTOMIZATION OF ASSESSMENT.—Not later than
1 year after the date of enactment of the Chance
to Compete Act of 2024, the Director shall—

““(A) conduct a feasibility study that examines
the practicability, including a cost benefit anal-
ySsis, of—

‘(i) the sharing of technical assessments by
an examining agency with another eramining
agency;

““(it) mechanisms for each eramining agency
to maintain appropriate control over examina-
tion material that is shared by the examining
agency as described in clause (i);

““(iii) limits on customization of a technical
assessment that is shared as described in clause
(i) and mechanisms to ensure that the resulting
technical assessment satisfies the requirements
under part 300 of title 5, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (or any successor regulation); and

‘“(iv) the development of an online platform
on which examining agencies can share and
customize technical assessments as described in
this subparagraph; and

‘““(B) submit to the relevant committees a re-
port on the study conducted under subpara-
graph (A).

‘“(e) OCCUPATIONAL QUESTIONNAIRE.—For the
purpose of conducting an examination for a po-
sition in the competitive service for which an ex-
amining agency has determined that a technical
assessment is impracticable under paragraph
(2)(B) or (4)(C) of subsection (c), the examining
agency shall—

‘(1) develop an occupational questionnaire in
accordance with guidance or regulations of the
Office; and



December 12, 2024

“(2) undertake a resume review for each can-
didate who is referred for additional consider-
ation after analysis of the results of the occupa-
tional questionnaire is complete.

“(f) FEDERAL AGENCY TALENT TEAMS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An agency may establish 1
or more agency talent teams, including at the
component level.

‘““(2) DUTIES.—An agency talent team shall
provide hiring support to the agency, including
by—

“(A) improving examinations;

‘““(B) facilitating the writing of job announce-
ments for the competitive service;

“(C) sharing high-quality certificates of eligi-
ble applicants; and

‘““(D) facilitating hiring for the competitive
service using examinations.

““(9) OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT TAL-
ENT TEAM.—The Director may establish a Fed-
eral talent team to support agency talent teams
by—

“(1) facilitating hiring actions across the Fed-
eral Government;

“(2) providing training;

““(3) creating tools and guides to facilitate hir-
ing for the competitive service; and

““(4) developing technical assessments.

““(h) RULEMAKING.—The Director shall pro-
mulgate such regulations as are necessary to im-
plement and interpret this section.’’.

SEC. 4. COMPETITIVE SERVICE CANDIDATE HIR-
ING AND REFORM.

(a) REVIEW.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director shall conduct a
review of examinations for hiring for each posi-
tion in the competitive service that an exam-
ining agency has determined requires a min-
imum educational requirement because the posi-
tion is of a scientific, technical, or professional
nature pursuant to section 3308 of title 5, United
States Code, to determine whether data, evi-
dence, or other information justifies the need for
educational requirements for the position.

(2) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the Director shall consult with, at
minimum—

(A) agencies, as deemed appropriate by the
Director;

(B) employee representatives;

(C) external experts; and

(D) relevant stakeholders.

(b) REPORT ON HIRING PRACTICES.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of enactment of this
Act, the Director shall submit to the relevant
committees recommendations to amend the hir-
ing practices of eramining agencies in accord-
ance with the findings of the review conducted
under subsection (a)(1).

SEC. 5. REPORTS.

(a) IMPLEMENTATION REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each year
thereafter ending with the fifth publication and
submission of the report, the Director shall pub-
lish on a public-facing website, and submit to
the relevant committees, a report that—

(A) examines the progress of examining agen-
cies in implementing the requirements of this Act
and the amendments made by this Act; and

(B) identifies any Ssignificant difficulties en-
countered in the implementation described in
subparagraph (A).

(2) INCLUSION IN ANNUAL REPORT.—The Direc-
tor may include the report required under para-
graph (1) as an addendum to the report required
under subsection (b).

(3) DELAYED REPORTING.—If the Director is
unable to publish and submit the report within
the timeline required under paragraph (1), the
Director shall publish on a public-facing
website, and submit to the relevant committees,
a notification of the delay that—

(4) provides a reason for the delay; and

(B) advises the public and the relevant com-
mittees of the anticipated date of publication
and submission of the report.
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(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, and each year
thereafter, the Director shall publish on a pub-
lic-facing website and submit to the relevant
committees a report that, with respect to cat-
egories of positions in the competitive service for
which an examining agency examined appli-
cants during the applicable period, includes—

(A) the type of examination used; and

(B) summary data from examinations that are
closed, audited, and anonymous on the use of
examinations for the competitive service, includ-
ing technical assessments.

(2) DEMOGRAPHIC INDICATORS.—In carrying
out paragraph (1), the Director shall break the
data down by applicant demographic indicators
to facilitate direct comparability and trendline
comparisons to data available as of October 1,
2020, as a baseline.

(3) LIMITATIONS.—In carrying out this sub-
section, the Director may only publish and sub-
mit to the relevant committees data relating to
examinations for which—

(A) the related announcement is closed;

(B) certificates have been audited; and

(C) all hiring processes are completed.

(4) DELAYED REPORTING.—If the Director is
unable to publish and submit the report within
the timeline required under paragraph (1), the
Director shall publish on a public-facing
website, and submit to the relevant committees,
a notification of the delay that—

(A) provides a reason for the delay; and

(B) advises the public and the relevant com-
mittees of the anticipated date of publication
and submission of the report.

(¢) PROVISION OF DATA BY AGENCIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Director
shall issue guidance to examining agencies re-
garding the data that the Director needs from
the examining agencies in order to comply with
subsections (a) and (b).

(2) REPORTING TIMELINES.—Each examining
agency shall provide the data outlined in the
guidance issued by the Director under para-
graph (1) on a quarterly basis.

SEC. 6. GAO REPORT.

Not later than 3 years after the date of enact-
ment of this Act, the Comptroller General of the
United States shall submit to Congress a report
that—

(1) assesses the implementation of this Act and
the amendments made by this Act;

(2) assesses the impact of modifications made
by this Act to the hiring process for the competi-
tive service under section 3304 of title 5, United
States Code; and

(3) makes recommendations for the improve-
ment of the hiring process for the competitive
service.

SEC. 7. EVALUATION FOR POTENTIAL UPDATES
OR REVISIONS TO GOVERNMENT-
WIDE SYSTEMS OF RECORDS AT THE
OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGE-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Director
shall evaluate whether the Government-wide
system of records notices, the OPM/GOVT-5 Re-
cruiting, Examining, and Placement Records,
and the OPM/GOVT-6 Personnel Research and
Test Validation Records, or any successor mate-
rials thereto, require updating or revision in
order to support the implementation of this Act
and the amendments made by this Act.

(b) ISSUANCE OF UPDATES OR REVISIONS; NO-
TICE TO CONGRESS.—If the Director determines
under subsection (a) that any updates or revi-
sions are necessary, the Director, in accordance
with section 552a of title 5, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy Act’’), shall
promptly—

(1) issue the updates or revisions; and

(2) notify the relevant committees.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
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stitute amendment be withdrawn; that
the Sinema substitute amendment,
which is at the desk, be considered and
agreed to; that the bill, as amended, be
considered read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was with-
drawn.

The amendment (No. 3325) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill (S. 59), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

VETERANS BENEFITS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 2513, and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 25613) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve benefits adminis-
tered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Moran-Tester substitute
amendment be considered and agreed
to; the bill, as amended, be considered
read a third time and passed; and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3326) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill (S. 2513), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

————

ELIZABETH DOLE HOME AND COM-
MUNITY BASED SERVICES FOR
VETERANS AND CAREGIVERS
ACT OF 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 141 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 141) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve certain programs of
the Department of Veterans Affairs for home
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and community based services for veterans,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Moran-Tester substitute
amendment, which is at the desk, be
considered and agreed to; that the bill,
as amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3327) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘“Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill (S. 141), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———
FDA MODERNIZATION ACT 3.0

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 5046 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 5046) to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services, acting through
the Commissioner of Food and Drugs, to pub-
lish a final rule relating to nonclinical test-
ing methods.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Booker-Schmitt sub-
stitute amendment at the desk be con-
sidered and agreed to; that the bill, as
amended, be considered read a third
time and passed; and that the motion
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 3328) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to, as
follows:

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“FDA Mod-

ernization Act 3.0”.

SEC. 2. REGULATIONS ON NONCLINICAL TESTING
METHODS.

(a) INTERIM FINAL RULE.—

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, acting
through the Commissioner of Food and
Drugs, shall publish an interim final rule
pursuant to subsections (b) and (c¢) to ensure
implementation of the amendments to sec-
tion 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(i)) made by sec-
tion 3209(a) of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328; 136 Stat.
5821).

(2) EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERIM FINAL
RULE.—Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of
section 553(b) of title 5, United States Code,
the interim final rule issued by the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services under
paragraph (1) shall become immediately ef-
fective as an interim final rule without re-
quiring the Secretary of Health and Human
Services to demonstrate good cause therefor.

(b) INCLUSIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The interim final rule
shall replace any references to ‘‘animal”
tests, data, studies, models, and research
with a reference to nonclinical tests, data,
studies, models, and research in the fol-
lowing sections of title 21, Code of Federal
Regulations:

(A) Section 312.22(c).

(B) Section 312.23(a)(3)(iv).

(C) Section 312.23(a)(5)(ii).

(D) Section 312.23(a)(5)(iii).

(E) Section 312.23(a)(8).

(F) Section 312.23(a)(8)(1).

(G) Section 312.23(a)(8)(ii).

(H) Section 312.23(a)(10)(i).

(I) Section 312.23(a)(10)(ii).

(J) Section 312.33(b)(6).

(K) Section 312.82(a).

(L) Section 312.88.

(M) Section 314.50(d)(2).

(N) Section 314.50(d)(2)(iv).

(0) Section 314.50(d)(5)(1).

(P) Section 314.50(d)(5)(vi)(a).

(Q) Section 314.50(d)(5)(vi)(b).

(R) Section 314.93(e)(2).

(S) Section 315.6(d).

(T) Section 330.10(a)(2).

(U) Section 601.35(d).

(V) Any other section necessary to ensure
regulatory consistency with the amendments
to section 505(i) of the Federal Food, Drug,
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(1)) made by
section 3209(a) of the Comnsolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328; 136
Stat. 5821).

(2) ADDITIONAL CHANGES.—The Secretary
may make such additional changes to the
sections of title 21, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, described in subparagraphs (A)
through (V) of paragraph (1) as the Secretary
determines appropriate to fully implement
the replacement required under such para-
graph.

(c) DEFINITION OF NONCLINICAL TEST.—The
definition of ‘‘nonclinical test” in section
505(z) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-
metic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(z)) shall be added to
sections 312.3, 314.3, 315.2, and 601.31 of title
21, Code of Federal Regulations.

(d) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 505 of
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(21 U.S.C. 355) is amended by designating the
second subsection (z) (relating to clinical
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trial diversity action plans), as added by sec-
tion 3601(a) of the Health Extenders, Improv-
ing Access to Medicare, Medicaid, and CHIP,
and Strengthening Public Health Act of 2022
(division FF of Public Law 117-328), as sub-
section (aa).

The bill (S. 5046), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

——————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, DECEMBER
16, 2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 3 p.m.
on Monday, December 16; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of the House message to accom-
pany H.R. 5009; further, that the clo-
ture motion with respect to the motion
to concur ripen at 5:30 p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
DECEMBER 16, 2024, AT 3 P.M.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 5:22 p.m., adjourned until Monday,
December 16, 2024, at 3 p.m.

———

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate December 12, 2024:
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

MATTHEW JAMES MARZANO, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A
MEMBER OF THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
FOR THE TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JUNE 30, 2028.

————

WITHDRAWAL

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on Decem-
ber 12, 2024 withdrawing from further
Senate consideration the following
nomination:

RYAN YOUNG PARK, OF NORTH CAROLINA, TO BE
UNITED STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE FOURTH CIR-
CUIT, VICE JAMES A. WYNN, JR., RETIRING, WHICH WAS
SENT TO THE SENATE ON JULY 8, 2024.
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