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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ISSA).

——————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 20, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DARRELL
ISSA to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

BOLSTERING HEALTHCARE IN
RURAL AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Na-
tional Rural Health Day. Every third
Thursday in November, we observe Na-
tional Rural Health Day.

Nearly 60 million Americans live in
rural areas, and too often, they en-
counter limited access to primary care,
specialists, and mental health services.

These gaps are worsened by transpor-
tation barriers and hospital closures.
These challenges don’t just affect indi-
viduals. They impact entire families
and communities.

Before I was elected to serve in the
House of Representatives, I spent near-
ly 30 years in the nonprofit healthcare
field, assisting those with life-changing
diseases and disabilities.

It can be challenging to obtain rea-
sonably priced healthcare, and this is
especially true in rural America, like
much of the 15th Congressional Dis-
trict of Pennsylvania. As the Member
of Congress representing nearly one-
third of the landmass of Pennsylvania,
one of the most rural districts east of
the Mississippi, I am keenly aware of
the problems my constituents face
when accessing medical services.

We are facing a healthcare crisis in
our Nation’s rural areas. These often
disadvantaged populations are still
struggling to access affordable, quality
care.

While these challenges are great,
there have been a few positive develop-
ments in recent years that stand to
greatly benefit these communities. For
one, I commend the work being done at
the Pennsylvania Office of Rural
Health. This office has stepped up on a
number of occasions to assist dis-
tressed healthcare facilities through-
out the Commonwealth and continues
to work on policies that will bolster
rural healthcare for years to come.

Additionally, I cannot overstate the
impact and importance of expanded
telehealth services. Throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic, telehealth added
tremendous reach and value to commu-
nities across the country, especially in
rural America. Many of my constitu-
ents were able to access regular care
without having to drive nearly an
hour, in some instances, ensuring they
could get diagnosed and treated in an
efficient manner.

To ensure this success continues, I
reintroduced the HEALTH Act, which

will allow community health centers
and rural health clinics to continue
providing telehealth services and re-
ceive fair reimbursement for doing so.

I also continue to support efforts to
bolster our healthcare workforce in
rural areas. One of the driving forces
behind many shuttered hospitals,
healthcare facilities, and other services
in these communities is a lack of staff,
whether it be physicians, surgeons, OB/
GYNs, technicians, nurses, or any
other folks critical to providing care.

As providers struggle to attract and
retain a talented workforce in our
rural communities, we must think out-
side the box to resolve these issues. For
example, I support efforts to encourage
medical programs to place residents in
rural communities as part of their edu-
cation, training, and rotations. We
know that people are far more likely to
remain in communities where they
train and serve, and we must continue
to build this pipeline and solidify our
rural health workforce.

These policies promote access to care
for all Americans, and I look forward
to working with my colleagues to en-
sure equitable care in our rural com-
munities.

Mr. Speaker, in rural communities,
healthcare costs have gone up and pre-
miums have skyrocketed, but choices
have decreased. That is not right. It is
not fair and not feasible. There must be
a better way.

I know that together we will work to
find a stable transition to a 21st cen-
tury healthcare system that works for
everyone in America, especially rural
America.

————

HONORING THE LEGACY OF
MINNIE FORBES
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. SCHOLTEN) for 5 minutes.
Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand
today to recognize the life and career
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of one of my incredible constituents,
Minnie Forbes, the last living owner of
a Negro League baseball team, the De-
troit Stars.

Minnie Forbes was born in 1932 in
Mississippi and eventually found her
home in Grand Rapids with her uncle,
Ted Rasberry, a player in the Negro
Leagues. Her uncle taught her to play
softball. As a young teen, she played on
the Grand Rapids’ Cook’s Brown Dolls
softball team.

Minnie found her true love for the
game working behind the scenes in
team management. By 18, Minnie was a
secretary for her uncle and his mul-
tiple baseball teams—the Grand Rapids
Black Sox, the Detroit Stars, and the
Kansas City Monarchs.

Then, at just 24, she became the
owner of the Detroit Stars. Minnie was
shocked but felt prepared to take over
the team, and thus became one of the
few women ever to own a Negro League
baseball team.

As an owner of the Detroit Stars,
Minnie endured racism and prejudice
toward herself and her players, espe-
cially while traveling for games. Play-
ers were often forced to sleep and eat
on the bus, as the restaurants and ho-
tels refused to accommodate and even
feed Black Americans. Sometimes they
were even chased out of town.

The players and Minnie persevered
through strife and their love of the
game. The ripple effects of that persist-
ence echoed through the civil rights
movement.

Minnie and her contemporaries made
strides in changing American culture
through sport. We are forever indebted
for their sacrifices in pursuing a more
equal and equitable future for all.

I am proud to step up to the plate to
commend Minnie for her extraordinary
legacy, a legacy that continues to live
on in Grand Rapids, Michigan, in the
Ted Rasberry Youth League, where I
have had the honor of serving as a vol-
unteer coach.

——
JUST SAY NO TO SUBSIDIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, free
market capitalism is the most demo-
cratic possible way to organize an
economy.

In a free market, consumers vote
every day with every dollar they spend
on what they want the economy to
produce, who will produce it, and what
they are willing to pay for it. The
prices decided every day in this never-
ending plebiscite also convey vast in-
formation regarding every product, in-
cluding the scarcity or abundance of
the resources in it, the labor conditions
that produced it, and the systems that
distributed it.

It is a perfect system that requires
only that government protect the free-
dom for a willing seller and a willing
buyer to make an exchange according
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to their own best judgment. No force is
required because both act in their own
self-interest.

The price signals of that simple ex-
change, multiplied infinitely through-
out the day, guide the labor and re-
sources of an economy to their highest
and best use according to every per-
son’s own individual interests, needs,
and judgment.

Yet, politicians love to interfere with
this perfect mechanism through a vari-
ety of tools designed to direct the econ-
omy—that is, to replace the judgment
of individual consumers and producers
in the market with the judgment of
politicians.

One of the most insidious and self-de-
structive ways they do this is by sub-
sidizing the things that they think
consumers should buy in order to make
those things more attractive. This lit-
erally stuffs the economy’s ballot box,
diverting resources from their highest
and best economic use for consumers to
the highest and best political use for
politicians. Worse, it corrupts the ac-
curate price signals that are essential
for consumers to make rational deci-
sions over allocating their own re-
sources and thus directing overall eco-
nomic output.

Insurance, electric cars, mass tran-
sit, sugar, milk, solar panels, airline
tickets, housing, tuition, healthcare,
film production, green energy—it is
hard to find a sector of the economy
that isn’t rife with subsidies. We also
shouldn’t forget the infinite subsidies
that saturate our tax code.

True, these subsidies make the cost
of favored products cheaper—and who
can begrudge cheaper healthcare, tui-
tion, or housing?—but that is an illu-
sion. The reality is that sellers will al-
ways accept subsidies by raising their
prices accordingly. Those receiving the
subsidies are somewhat better off, but
everyone else is much worse off.

As subsidies artificially inflate
prices, more subsidies are required to
ameliorate their effect in a continuing
spiral. It is no coincidence that the
prices in the most heavily subsidized
sectors—like healthcare, housing, and
tuition—are rising much faster than
underlying inflation.

Provide first-time home buyers with
a $25,000 subsidy, and sellers accept
that windfall by raising their prices on
the entire housing stock. Subsidies not
only cost hundreds of billions of dollars
and inflate the prices of the things
being subsidized, but they also
misallocate resources and misdirect
consumer decisions.

Insurance, for example, is how mar-
kets assign a dollar value to risk. It is
risky to build a house in a flood zone,
and high insurance premiums reflect
that reality. Subsidized insurance rates
invite people to take risks that high
premiums would otherwise warn them
against.

Accurate price signals are absolutely
essential if consumers are to make ra-
tional decisions as they vote every day
on what the economy should produce,
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and they are just as essential if pro-
ducers are to know what consumer de-
mands they most need to fulfill.

Now, subsidies are so deeply in-
grained in the economy that getting
rid of all of them seems like a fool’s er-
rand. Every subsidy has a constitu-
ency, and the bigger the subsidy, the
more powerful the constituency. Budg-
et writers grappling with the largest
Federal debt in history, and with an
economy operating well below its po-
tential, should be looking for every
way to reduce, eliminate, or reform
subsidies or substitute for them other
mechanisms that can serve the same
societal aims without doing so much
damage.

Here is a modest proposal to Messrs.
Musk and Ramaswamy: If you want to
balance the budget and improve the
economy, just say no to subsidies. Not
only will such a hunt save hundreds of
billions of taxpayer dollars, but it will
also reduce the overall cost of the
things being subsidized and reinvigo-
rate the economy by restoring the flow
of capital to its most productive use.

——
ANTI-ARAB HATE CRIMES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 6 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I want to
recognize the recent surge in anti-Pal-
estinian, anti-Arab, and Islamophobic
hate crimes in our country.

The constant dehumanization of Pal-
estinians has very real and deadly con-
sequences. The hateful rhetoric, includ-
ing from many elected officials in this
Chamber and in the media, is leading
to violence in our communities and
putting countless lives at risk.

Hisham, Kinnan, and Tahseen are
childhood friends, all college students.
They were spending Thanksgiving
break with Hisham’s family in Bur-
lington, Vermont, when they were shot
by a man sitting on his porch. They
were targeted while wearing kaffiyehs
and speaking Arabic. Hisham is now
paralyzed from the chest down.

These hate crimes are not isolated
incidents, Mr. Speaker. In October of
last year, a man from Farmington
Hills, Michigan, posted on social
media, asking if anyone in the metro
Detroit area wanted to come to my dis-
trict to go hunt Palestinians.

This threat to commit mass murder
horrified our community in Dearborn,
many not wanting to open their doors,
as they were already grieving the loss
of so many loved ones and friends from
the horrific genocide taking place.

0 1015

Last month in Detroit, 7-year-old
Saida—I wish people would take the
time to actually listen to her interview
as a Yemeni-American child of Muslim
faith—was playing at her local park
and was brutally attacked. A man ap-
proached her out of nowhere and slit
her throat with a knife. Saida ran
home to her parents covered in blood.
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As a mother, I cannot fathom the
horror her parents must have felt at
that moment watching their little girl
come running in, bleeding and terri-
fied.

Saida survived but she would live
with the trauma for the rest of her life.
Nightmares keep Saida awake at night.
She said she dreams her attacker is
right next to her.

In Texas, a mother wearing a hijab
was watching her children swim in the
community pool when she was ap-
proached by a woman interrogating her
about what language she was speaking.

The woman then jumped into the
pool, attempted to drown her 3-year-
old Palestinian daughter who was gasp-
ing for breath, for air, as she was
pushed under the water in the deep end
of the pool. The woman threatened to
kill the whole family as the police were
carrying her away.

Her mother said: We are American
citizens originally from Palestine, and
I don’t know where to go to feel safe
with my kids. My daughter is trauma-
tized. Whenever I open the door, she
runs away and hides telling me she is
afraid that lady will come back and try
to attack her again.

Here we go with Wadea. Everyone
knows about Wadea, I hope. In Chicago,
a 6-year-old child was brutally at-
tacked in his own home by his land-
lord, of all people. His mother ran to
the bathroom to call the police.

His attacker was yelling, you Mus-
lims must die, while he stabbed little
Wadea’s body 26 times. They had to
pull the knife out of his small body.

His mother came back, and she saw
Wadea’s lifeless body there. They were
taken to the hospital and all she felt
was just this sense that she will never
ever be able to see her child.

“We are not animals. We are hu-
mans,” Wadea’s uncle, Yousef, said.
These stories, as horrifying as they
are—I am thinking of the fact that
these are the ones who made the head-
lines. Behind them are countless oth-
ers, unreported incidents with families
living in fear and communities being
targeted.

I was approached by a father who
said his child was on her school bus and
somebody tried to rip her hijab off.

I said, did you report it?

Who do I report that to, he said?

What terrifies me the most, again,
are these acts of violence are born from
a culture of dehumanization.

Where is the outrage from my col-
leagues in this Chamber?

Why don’t my colleagues denounce
Islamophobia, anti-Palestinian, and
anti-Arab hate?

We must push back against dan-
gerous rhetoric that fuels this violence
and call out those that continue to
push for dehumanizing narratives that
contribute to and spread this kind of
violence.

Stop using racist tropes that feed
into this hate. I know firsthand what it
feels like to be targeted with hate. I re-
ceive death threats, smears, hate mail,
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and relentless harassment right out-
side of my office.

To the families of Wadea, Hisham,
Kinnan, Tahseen, Saida, and so many
others who we will never know about, I
want them to know I see them, I grieve
with them, and I stand with them.

——
NATIONAL DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. LOPEZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LOPEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to address our national debt.

I say to my fellow Americans, we
have a serious problem. In the past 40
years, Congress, which comprises both
the Senate and the House of Represent-
atives, has only passed a budget four
times.

Only four times in the last 40 years
has a budget been passed by Congress.
That has contributed to our over-
whelming national debt of over $36 tril-
lion, which grows by $1 trillion every
100 days. If we continue to pass con-
tinuing resolutions and omnibus bills,
our annual deficits will double, our in-
terest payments will triple, and for
every dollar we borrow, 50 cents will go
just to paying interest on the debt.

The American people are tired of
Congress not doing the hard work that
is necessary to bring spending under
control and stop the national debt from
growing. As Members of Congress, we
have an obligation to bring spending
under control and ensure that present
and future taxpayers are not forced to
fund any Federal program that is du-
plicative, wasteful, and inefficient.

Every Member of Congress Kknows
that passing continuing resolutions or
omnibus bills does not bring spending
under control, but simply adds to our
$36 trillion national debt. The current
continuing resolution expires on De-
cember 20. Once again, in the next cou-
ple of weeks, Congress will debate on
how we are going to fund the govern-
ment in 2025.

What will it be?

Will it be a continuing resolution?
Will it be an omnibus bill or will it be
a balanced budget that will fund the
government in 2025?

Speaker JOHNSON assures us that it
will not be an omnibus bill and because
CHUCK SCHUMER refuses to pass the ap-
propriation bills passed in the House,
some will argue that the only option
left on the table so that we don’t face
a government shutdown is a continuing
resolution.

Most Americans are not aware that
there is a bogeyman that lurks in the
Halls of Congress. This bogeyman
shows up twice a year, sometimes three
times a year. It first shows up in Sep-
tember, and then it appears again in
December.

What is the name of this bogeyman
that Congress is afraid to face? Its
name is government shutdown.

For countless years, the leaders of
Congress have lacked the courage and
strength to take on this bogeyman for
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fear of having to explain to the Amer-
ican people why we are unable or per-
haps refuse to pass a formal budget as
outlined in the Congressional Budget
Act of 1974.

The American people are not afraid
to shut down the government, and I
stand with the American people. It is
morally wrong for Congress to force
the American people to carry a $36 tril-
lion national debt on their backs and
to expect our children to carry this
growing debt on their backs as well.

I say it is time for Congress to pass a
formal budget that spends less than
what it collects in taxes from the
American people.

I say it is time for Congress to evalu-
ate one by one the 1,200 unauthorized
expired programs that are currently
being funded by Congress to the tune of
$516 billion and vote to either reauthor-
ize or terminate each one of them.

I hear in the Halls of Congress that if
we want to be home with our families
during Christmas, we must settle for a
continuing resolution.

I would remind Congress that we
have men and women in uniform that
have taken the same oath of office that
we did, and many of them will not be
spending Christmas with their families
because they have a duty to fulfill.

We also have a duty and obligation to
fulfill to the American people: that is
to bring spending under control and
stop the national debt from growing.
That responsibility comes before fam-
ily or any holiday on the calendar.

Congress should not allow the leader-
ship of either the Senate or the House
of Representatives to lead us into 2025
with a shameful continued legacy that
Congress is incapable of putting people
over politics and passing a balanced
formal budget that spends less than we
receive from the taxpayers.

CHUCK SCHUMER should put his ego
and pride aside and sit down with
Speaker JOHNSON and develop a plan to
utilize the appropriations process out-
lined in the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974 to fund the government in 2025
before the end of the year. There are
plenty of days still left on the calendar
to do this.

Where there is a will there is a way.
Every Member of Congress should be
committed to working long hours, if
need be, to pass a formal budget for
2025. Together, let us roll up our
sleeves and do what is right for the fu-
ture of our Nation as it pertains to the
budget.

Together, let us show the Nation that
as Members of Congress, we are ready,
willing, and able to fulfill the assign-
ment the American people have be-
stowed upon us. Together, let us make
history by stopping decades of wasteful
spending, and together let us protect
the purse of the people.

HONORING BEYONCE GISELLE
KNOWLES-CARTER
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Mrs. LEE CARTER) for 5 minutes.
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Mrs. LEE CARTER: Mr. Speaker, as
the proud Representative of the 18th
Congressional District of Houston,
Texas, I have the distinct privilege of
serving a diverse, resilient, and caring
community.

On this day, I am proud to honor
someone who exemplifies those values,
a favorite daughter, as I am, of the 18th
Congressional District in Houston,
Texas, Beyonce Giselle Knowles-Carter.

As a global music icon with a stag-
gering 99 Grammy nominations,
Beyonce stands as the most nominated
Grammy artist in history. This year,
her nominations hold particular sig-
nificance as they honor ‘“Cowboy Car-
ter,” a poignant tribute often described
as her American requiem and a cele-
bration of her Southern heritage.

This groundbreaking album not only
earned Beyonce her eighth number one
album, but also made her the first
Black woman to top the country album
charts.

However, ‘‘Cowboy Carter” is not
just a country album. It is a Beyonce
album. She is not just a global music
icon. She is also a champion for women
and children.

Beyonce’s roots remain firmly plant-
ed in ‘“H-town” where she has contrib-
uted so much to our community in
ways that extend far beyond her music,
through her tireless work in giving
back to children in need.

One of the most notable aspects of
Beyonce’s philanthropic efforts is her
strong dedication to children and fami-
lies, which perfectly aligns with to-
day’s celebration of World Children’s
Day, originally established in 1954 as
Universal Children’s Day 70 years ago.

This annual day promotes inter-
national togetherness, raises awareness
of the needs of children worldwide, and
underscores the importance of improv-
ing their welfare.

My mother, the late, great Congress-
woman Sheila Jackson Lee, cared deep-
ly about children, and as a founding
member and co-chair of the Congres-
sional Children’s Caucus, she cham-
pioned their welfare with unwavering
devotion. It is my hope that we never
lose sight of how our work shapes the
dreams and futures of children in the
United States and across the world.

Children are the future, and Beyonce
has always understood the importance
of protecting and nurturing their well-
being, education, and opportunities.

Through her BeyGOOD Foundation,
which she launched more than a decade
ago, Beyonce has championed eco-
nomic equity initiatives to improve
the lives of children and families in
need.

One of her most significant contribu-
tions came in the aftermath of Hurri-
cane Harvey in 2017. The storm dev-
astated Houston and surrounding
areas, displacing over 30,000 families
and causing an estimated $125 billion in
damage across Texas.

While many were overwhelmed by
the scale of the destruction, Beyonce
immediately stepped up for her beloved
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hometown. Through BeyGOOD, she
provided food, emergency housing, and
financial support to families in crisis.
Her collaboration with Bread of Life, a
local nonprofit, ensured that children
and their families had the resources
they needed to recover and rebuild.

Beyond disaster relief, Beyonce has
championed education by breaking
down barriers for young people, par-
ticularly young Black women, through
her Formation Scholars Award. This
scholarship has empowered dozens of
students to pursue higher education
and create opportunities that changed
their lives.

Beyonce’s efforts also encompass ad-
dressing the housing crisis with a focus
on supporting unhoused families and
youth who are disproportionately af-
fected. Her collaboration on the
Knowles-Roland House project in the
18th Congressional District provides
housing, mental health support, and
job training to vulnerable families in
Houston, offering them a path toward
freedom, stability, and hope.

With the love and support of her
mother, Tina Knowles; father, Mathew
Knowles; sister, Solange; husband and
three children, she has shared her time,
talent, and treasure to help others.

As we recognize World Children’s
Day, we also celebrate leaders like
Beyonce who use their influence to up-
lift communities. Her work reminds us
that when we invest in our youth, we
invest in a brighter future for every-
one. Her example inspires all to do
more to ensure every child grows up in
an environment where they can thrive.

On behalf of Houston’s 18th Congres-
sional District, I thank Beyonce for
being an advocate for children and
families. May we all get in formation
to create better outcomes for children.

We look forward to welcoming
Beyonce back to ‘“H-town’’ on Decem-
ber 25 as the truly irreplaceable daugh-
ter who gives us energy and lets us
know that girls can run the world.

————

HONORING VETERAN OF THE
MONTH ANDREW VEASMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RuLLI). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD) for
5 minutes.

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor our November Veteran of the
Month, Andrew Veasman, who was an
E4 specialist in the U.S. Army.

Andrew deployed to Iraq with the
504th Military Police Battalion from
2007 to 2008. While he was in Iraq, one
of the main jobs he had was convoy se-
curity where he was responsible for
providing protection from enemy at-
tacks to ensure the safety of American
troops and critical assets were in place.

Some of his duties in convoy security
included reconnaissance, security, es-
corting, and establishing a combat re-
action force.

Andrew’s fondest memory from his
deployment was praying together for
safety before each and every mission.
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Andrew was honorably discharged in
2014 and joined the Missouri National
Guard in 2024 as a mechanic.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Andrew for his
dedication and his service.

O 1030

HONORING CUMMINGS MEN’S WEAR

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor our November Small
Business of the Month from the Fourth
Congressional District of Missouri,
Cummings Men’s Wear, owned by Jen-
nifer and David Cummings, friends of
mine.

This fantastic business, on the his-
toric downtown Clinton Square, just
celebrated 40 years of outstanding busi-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, in case you are looking
for a new suit, they have got you cov-
ered. Cummings Men’s Wear offers a se-
lection of suits, sport coats, dress
shirts, polos, golf shirts, and so much
more. From fun holiday socks to tux-
edos, Cummings Men’s Wear has you
covered.

Over the past four decades, Cum-
mings Men’s Wear has become a trust-
ed institution, known not only for its
exceptional selection of men’s fashion
but also for its personalized service and
longstanding relationships with their
customers, who aren’t just customers
but they are friends.

This store is a symbol of excellence
and style, sophistication, and profes-
sionalism with a loyal and appreciative
clientele.

Missouri’s Fourth District is grateful
to have such a community-invested,
family-owned business.

Congratulations to David and Jen-
nifer Cummings for menswear on the
square, for 40 years of success and
great men’s clothing.

RECOGNIZING FAMILY AND COM-
MUNITY ENGAGEMENT LIAISONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CORREA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the family and com-
munity engagement liaisons across Or-
ange County and this Nation.

Family and community liaisons play
an important role in collaborating with
health facilities and community re-
source centers to ensure that families
have access to the support they need in
their academic, professional, and over-
all community success.

In my own district, Santa Ana Uni-
fied School District is home to 54 dedi-
cated liaisons who work around the
clock to bridge the gap between schools
and families, to ensure that every child
and parent feels supported, empowered,
and included in the local campuses.

I hope my colleagues join me today
in recognizing November as Family En-
gagement Month and November 16 as
National Family and Community En-
gagement Liaison Worker Day.

I thank every community liaison
around Orange County and around the



November 20, 2024

country for their good work and for
helping our local communities be suc-
cessful.

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT GORDON LEE HOGAN

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life, legacy, and
sacrifice of Marine Corps Staff Ser-
geant Gordon Lee Hogan.

An Orange County native, Staff Ser-
geant Hogan served our Nation bravely
in Korea and Vietnam, and he made the
ultimate sacrifice while fighting for
our values in Vietnam.

During his 19 years of service, Staff
Sergeant Hogan had many roles. He
worked on trucks as a motor transport
chief, waged the invisible war as a psy-
chological operations specialist, and
made relationships with civilians as a
civil affairs officer.

In his many roles, Staff Sergeant
Hogan would go on to be recognized
with many awards and commendations.
Among these, the National Defense
Service Medal, the Navy Presidential
Unit Citation, and a Purple Heart.
These are just a few that I am naming
today.

Sadly and tragically, on April 1, 1967,
Staff Sergeant Hogan made the ulti-
mate sacrifice when his unit was am-
bushed by the Viet Cong while on pa-
trol in Thua Thien province in Viet-
nam. His body would be sent back
home to Orange County where he
would be laid to rest in our very own
Westminster Memorial Park.

Marine Corps Staff Sergeant Gordon
Lee Hogan was a model soldier, a
model American, and a true patriot.

——
THE MANDATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, when I last
spoke on this floor, I laid out the
choice the country had before us. Then,
on November 5, 2024, America made its
choice loud and clear. America gave
Washington, D.C., a mandate endorsing
the greatest political comeback in
American history with the election of
President Donald J. Trump as the 47th
President of the United States and Re-
publican majorities in both the House
and the Senate.

Kansas and the Big First District re-
jected 4 more years of the chaos we
have experienced under President
Biden and Vice President HARRIS. They
voted for a government that works for
the people and makes their lives easier,
not one that handcuffs them and their
families with overreaching regulations.
They voted for a government that en-
forces the law and seeks commonsense
solutions, not open-border policies that
put our national security at risk. They
voted to reduce Federal spending, to
end the weaponization of the Federal
Government once and for all, and for
our future.

When I came to Congress almost 4
years ago, America was strong, our
streets were safe, and our border was
much more secure. House Republicans
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and President Trump had passed the
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, putting more
money in the pockets of American fam-
ilies and spurring economic growth
that led to the strongest U.S. economy
in decades.

The Trump administration had spear-
headed historic trade agreements and
peace agreements across the globe that
kept Americans competitive and se-
cure.

Rather than capitalizing on that mo-
mentum and strength, the Biden-Harris
administration wasted 4 years pushing
through partisan, trillion-dollar spend-
ing packages and using the Federal
Government to air its grievances with
the previous administration. America
clearly said: No more.

Mr. Speaker, those days are long
gone. This House Republican majority,
alongside President Trump and the in-
coming Senate Republican majority,
are ready to restore American great-
ness and the American Dream. We are
committed to securing a future Amer-
ican families can feel optimistic about.

When I ran for Congress, I promised
to fight for agriculture and our con-
servative Kansas values. That commit-
ment stands. While there is a lot of
work to do to get this Nation back on
track, I humbly accept that challenge.
I am committed to working with my
colleagues to unleash American energy
and finally rein in energy prices that
have crippled American families for
the past 4 years. I will fight to make
the 2017 tax cuts permanent and once
again empower working and middle-
class families who have been strangled
by the record-level inflation caused by
Washington Democrat spending. I will
work for commonsense policies that
don’t empower the Mexican cartels or
incentivize illegal immigration. Ameri-
cans deserve an immigration system
that makes it easier for people to come
here legally and more difficult for peo-
ple to come here illegally. That should
not be controversial.

The task before us is a big one, but I
have never been more confident in our
ability to deliver for America and get
this country back on track.

FAREWELL TO SYDNEY ROBINSON

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, for the past
2Y5 years, my family and team have
been blessed and honored to call Syd-
ney Robinson a colleague and, most
importantly, a friend. Sydney is a fel-
low believer, an incredibly hard work-
er, and one of the best that Capitol Hill
has to offer.

Sydney joined my team in 2022 and
has served as staff assistant, scheduler,
and, most recently, as our director of
operations. She often served as the face
of the front office, ensuring that
whether it was a Kansans’ first or fif-
tieth trip to our office, they were met
with enthusiasm, kindness, and profes-
sionalism. Over the years, she oversaw
our internship program; assisted Kan-
sans during their visits to the Nation’s
Capital; balanced an ever-changing
schedule, prioritizing time in the dis-
trict, votes, and committee activity;
and much more.
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On top of all that, Sydney helped our
team host weekly prayer breakfasts for
Members of Congress and the 2024 Na-
tional Prayer Breakfast. As the co-
chair of the National Prayer Breakfast,
I am honored to plan and host the
event for congressional leaders, the
President of the United States, and
spiritual leaders. It is no easy task, but
Sydney served as a partner in bringing
every detail and logistic to life.

Sydney will always be part of Team
Mann, and Audrey and I are deeply
grateful for her service to our team,
my family, and to the Big First Dis-
trict of Kansas. She will be deeply
missed in Cannon 344, but we will all be
praying for her and rooting for her in
the days ahead.

I thank Sydney for serving so incred-
ibly well. She makes everything she
touches better. It is an honor and privi-
lege to call her a friend.

CONGRATULATING DR. JEFFREY
NASSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Dr. Jeffrey
Nasse on his recent selection as Pima
Community College’s new chancellor.

As my alma mater, I am a proud
product of Pima Community College
and can confidently say that it helped
shape me into who I am today. It
equipped me with the tools and knowl-
edge I needed to pursue my own Amer-
ican Dream.

Dr. Nasse brings over 20 years of ex-
perience across multiple areas of high-
er education and is committed to help-
ing his students succeed.

His focus is on improving student
outcomes, scaling online and flexible
learning modalities for students, and
raising the graduation rate.

As a Marine Corps veteran, Dr. Nasse
has dedicated his life to service, first to
our Nation and now to our students.

His story of commitment and dedica-
tion is just one example of the Amer-
ican Dream that we all cherish. I am
grateful for his hard work safeguarding
that American Dream for our next gen-
eration.

I know Dr. Nasse is well suited to
continue leading Pima Community
College into an even brighter future. I
look forward to working with him to
support and uplift the college and its
students and, along with that, our
community.

REMEMBERING GREG JOHNSON

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
Sierra Vista Councilman Greg John-
son. Greg was a Marine Corps veteran,
businessman, lawyer, professor, and de-
voted public servant.

Before his time on the city council,
Greg served on the board of directors of
various chambers of commerce and
hospitality and tourism organizations.

While he was a staunch advocate for
fiscal responsibility, Greg believed
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deeply in making strategic invest-
ments in his community that grew the
economy and improved the quality of
life for everyone.

He was passionate about the causes
he believed in and had an unwavering
commitment to the residents of Sierra
Vista. I saw this firsthand for many
years.

Laura and I will hold his amazing
wife, Suzanne, their family, and his
loved ones in our prayers. His work and
legacy will continue to have a positive
impact in our community long into the
future as he always desired.

HONORING CRAIG MCFARLAND

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor and thank Craig McFar-
land for his outstanding tenure as
mayor of Casa Grande.

Since his tenure began in 2016, Mr.
McFarland has been a pillar of his com-
munity, a devoted public servant, a
strong local partner for me, and a dear,
dear friend.

From diversifying the economy in
Casa Grande through companies like
Lucid Motors and others, to expanding
the I-10 and protecting the region’s
water, Mayor McFarland has ushered
in growth throughout Casa Grande and
Pinal County.

Then, in fiscal year 2025, Mayor
McFarland and I partnered together to
provisionally secure $2.8 million in
Federal funds for Casa Grande to invest
in a new community center for stu-
dents and expand access to affordable
housing for our educators.

Luckily, despite his tenure ending as
mayor, Craig will continue to serve
Casa Grande and Pinal County as the
new president and CEO of Pinal Part-
nership, one of the leading economic
development organizations in the re-
gion. They regularly host informative
discussions on important issues such as
water security, infrastructure, and eco-
nomic development with key stake-
holders and industry leaders, as well.

I look forward to working together
alongside Craig McFarland to continue
advancing Casa Grande, Pinal County,
and our entire region forward.

————
O 1045

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSIE-
TATUM CARLSON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor and recognize
the life of Josie-Tatum Carlson of
Blackshear, Georgia.

At the age of 21, Josie-Tatum leaves
behind a legacy of service, compassion,
and love for her savior, Jesus Christ.

Josie-Tatum grew up in Blackshear,
Georgia, where she graduated from
Pierce County High School as the class
valedictorian. She attended Mercer
University and was awarded the pres-
tigious Presidential Scholarship.

Upon graduation from Mercer Uni-
versity, she married her high school
sweetheart, Ethan Carlson.
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Josie-Tatum will be remembered for
her servant’s heart and her willingness
to help others. She was a shining light
in a world of darkness and will be dear-
ly missed by those who knew her and
loved her.

Our hearts break for this young lady
and her family. Our thoughts and pray-
ers go out to all of them.

CELEBRATING COACH MARK STROUD

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate Coach
Mark Stroud’s career at Calvary Day
School in Savannah, Georgia.

Following this season, Mark Stroud
will be concluding his time as the head
football coach of the Cavaliers.

Stroud has coached the Cavaliers for
16 seasons, boasting an incredible 148
wins and 43 losses. During his 16 years
at Calvary Day School, Stroud led his
team to six regional championships, in-
cluding the last 4 years in a row.

Stroud began his legacy as a head
coach in 1992 at Toombs County High
School and coached the school’s pro-
gram for 16 seasons until 2007. He also
amassed an impressive record with the
Toombs County Bulldogs, winning five
regional championships.

Over the course of his 33 seasons,
Stroud put together a remarkable ca-
reer in the State of Georgia, winning
272 games and earning himself the sec-
ond-most all-time wins in south Geor-
gia.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Coach
Stroud on his outstanding career at
Cavalry Day School.

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSIE-TATUM CARLSON

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor and recognize
the life of Josie-Tatum Carlson of
Blackshear, Georgia.

At the age of 21, Josie-Tatum leaves
behind a legacy of service, compassion,
and love for her savior, Jesus Christ.

Josie-Tatum grew up in Blackshear,
Georgia, where she graduated from
Pierce County High School as the class
valedictorian. She attended Mercer
University and was awarded the pres-
tigious Presidential Scholarship.

Upon graduation from Mercer Uni-
versity, she married her high school
sweetheart, Ethan Carlson.

Josie-Tatum will be remembered for
her servant’s heart and her willingness
to help others. She was a shining light
in a world of darkness and will be dear-
ly missed by those who knew her and
loved her.

Our hearts break for this young lady
and her family. Our thoughts and pray-
ers go out to all of them.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 47
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

A thousand years in Your sight are
like a day when it has passed, or a
watch stood in the night. These last
1,000 days and nights of the assault on
Ukraine’s sovereignty, soldiers, and ci-
vilians keeping watch every hour, are
naught in light of Your immeasurable
and eternal strength.

You alone have upheld the resolve of
the Ukrainian people, and Your sure
protections have maintained their spir-
it of faithfulness despite weapons of
hate and hegemony firing ceaselessly
into their homeland.

For their faith and fortitude in the
face of the enemy’s audacious offenses,
they have given the free world a testi-
mony that cannot be silenced, a wit-
ness to the unwavering certainty of
Your divine presence in the valley of
the shadow of the death around them.

It is You, O Lord, who have gone be-
fore them. You, O Lord, will ever be
with them. You will not fail or forsake
them. By this promise, may their fear
never overwhelm them or their dismay
ever overcome them.

Would that all of us in times of such
testing and torment turn to You with
the same faith in Your sovereign pro-
tections. Grant Ukraine Your peace
and Your people Your divine provision
in the face of all evil.

In Your merciful name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

—

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. KiM)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. KIM of California led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
CARBON MONOXIDE POISONING

(Mr. KEAN of New Jersey asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to speak on a very im-
portant topic, carbon monoxide poi-
soning, particularly in relation to the
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dangers that come with operating an
automobile.

According to the CDC, there are over
400 deaths and 20,000 emergency room
visits each year as a result of carbon
monoxide poisoning. Carbon monoxide
is often referred to as the ‘‘silent Kkill-
er” because of its undetectable traits.
When people inhale certain amounts of
carbon monoxide, the gas enters the
bloodstream and prevents the intake of
oxygen, which could result in death.

On September 2, 2021, Suzan ‘‘Suzie”’
Marie Hanna of Bridgewater Township
tragically passed away from carbon
monoxide poisoning while driving from
her job in Flemington to her home, due
to floodwaters preventing the move-
ment of her automobile.

Suzie Hanna, a graduate of Bridge-
water-Raritan High School and Raritan
Valley Community College, was known
for her kindness, selflessness, and al-
ways brightening the mood of people
around her.

We are joined today by her family. In
memory of their daughter and their
sister, they have fought to urge drivers
to acquire and use safety hammers in
their cars to prevent tragedies like
Suzie’s from happening again.

Additionally, the family started a
foundation called Suzie’s Mission. This
foundation hosts fundraisers that di-
rectly support local organizations and
keeps Suzie’s memory alive.

Mr. Speaker, I thank her family for
joining me today and making the U.S.
and New Jersey a safer place.

————

HONORING KATHLEEN “KITTY”
PFEIFFER

(Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today with a heavy
heart to honor the life of Kathleen
Pfeiffer, known as Kitty to those of us
who knew her and loved her.

For 8 years, Kitty served as a staff
member in my offices in the Pennsyl-
vania State House and here in Con-
gress. On Monday, she passed away at
83 years old.

Kitty was a dedicated public servant,
helping more than 10,000 constituents
in her time working with my staff and
me. She was a devoted wife, mother,
and grandmother. She was someone
who brought warmth and kindness into
every room she entered.

While I offer my condolences to her
family and friends during this sad
time, I am also filled with gratitude. I
am grateful to have had the privilege
of knowing Kitty and calling her both
one of my favorite staff members and
more importantly my friend.

Kitty will always be 1loved and
missed.

———

COPD AWARENESS MONTH
(Mrs. KIM of California asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)
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Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
November marks Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease, COPD, Awareness
Month.

COPD is a respiratory disease that is
the sixth leading cause of death in the
United States and affects one in eight
Americans over the age of 45.

An estimated 30 million Americans
are affected by COPD, but only 17 mil-
lion Americans are diagnosed. We un-
fortunately see COPD impact neighbors
in southern California with more than
half of Californians who suffer from
COPD living in our area.

Today, on COPD Awareness Day, and
throughout this month, we recommit
to raising awareness and finding ways
to mitigate the impacts of this disease.
I will do my part.

———
CELEBRATING VA COMPETES

(Mr. HARDER of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the
passage of my bipartisan bill, the VA
COMPETES Act and what this means
for veterans in my district and across
the country.

My bill improves care for veterans by
finally allowing the VA to pay doctors
the salaries that they deserve. It is no
secret that the VA has struggled to
hire and retain healthcare staff, and
low salaries are a big piece of that.

When the VA is understaffed, our vet-
erans are the ones who suffer. Last
year, when the Stockton VA Clinic
went from eight primary care physi-
cians to just four, wait times sky-
rocketed to over 100 days. Our veterans
couldn’t get appointments, prescrip-
tions filled, or access to the basic care
that they needed.

I am proud to have worked with our
local clinic staff in the VA to fix this
issue, bringing wait times down to just
16 days. My bill is going to help ensure
that no other clinic experiences a
shortage like we did last year.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud to be part
of the solution and thank everyone
who made this possible.

——

CONGRATULATING WILLIAMSPORT
SALVATION ARMY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Williamsport Salvation Army on a
record-breaking Red Kettle Kickoff.

As the holiday season unfolds, a
sound fills the air, not just the laugh-
ter of children or the joyful notes of
carolers, but the familiar ring of the
Salvation Army’s red kettle bells.

Since 1897, the Salvation Army’s
iconic Red Kettle Campaign has be-
come synonymous with Christmas.
This year, at the sixth annual Red Ket-
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tle Kickoff breakfast, the Williamsport
Salvation Army exceeded its goal,
bringing in $52,000 to start their holi-
day bell-ringing season.

This money, as well as future funds,
will assist local underserved popu-
lations during the holiday season. The
Salvation Army in Williamsport helps
residents with rental and utility assist-
ance, food donations, hygiene supplies,
and toys and blankets for children, and
much more.

Mr. Speaker, this time of year can
bring challenges for low-income fami-
lies. The Williamsport Salvation
Army’s Red Kettle fundraiser ensures
that the families in our community
wake up to the magic of Christmas
morning knowing that they haven’t
been forgotten.

——————

HONORING CLARENDON HILLS
CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. GARCIA of Illinois asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. GARCIA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
2024 has been a year of celebration for
the people of Clarendon Hills in my dis-
trict as they commemorate their cen-
tennial.

Known as the volunteer village, the
founders of Clarendon Hills were some
of the most independent, hardworking
individuals. From its very beginning,
the Clarendon Hills community recog-
nized the importance of local govern-
ance, coming together to elect their
first board of trustees and establish
their first neighborhood, businesses,
churches, and schools.

Although a lot has changed over the
past 100 years, the spirit of independ-
ence and hard work that first defined
the people of Clarendon Hills still lives
today. It is a village that I am proud to
represent.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate
Clarendon Hills on their 100 years.

——————

RECOGNIZING CONNOR YOUNG

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize an integral member
of my team, my senior legislative as-
sistant, Connor Young.

Connor started in my office as a leg-
islative correspondent and has risen
the ranks to lead our legislative team.
Connor is a dedicated and committed
member of our staff, and his work has
been essential to serving the constitu-
ents of Arizona’s Highth Congressional
District.

A proud LSU Tiger, originally from
Memphis, Tennessee, Connor began his
public service as an intern here in the
U.S. House of Representatives and has
shown his commitment to this institu-
tion and our Nation.

As I leave Congress, I have no doubt
Connor will go on to great things as he
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continues his public service. I appre-
ciate his hard work and wish him noth-
ing but the best in all of his future en-
deavors.

————

USL EASTERN CONFERENCE
CHAMPIONS, RHODE ISLAND FC

(Mr. AMO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. AMO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the United Soccer League
Eastern Conference Champions, Rhode
Island FC.

Let me tell you, this team is special.
This team never says die. Coming into
this season, their first as an expansion
team, Rhode Island FC wasn’t pro-
jected to make the postseason. How-
ever, led by their head coach, Khano
Smith, they put together a magical
playoff run.

BEarlier this month, they took down
top-seeded Louisville City FC. On Sat-
urday, they held off a late surge by the
Charleston Battery to win a 2-1 thrill-
er. Make no mistake, this team plays
wicked good soccer.

Anchored in community, this team is
bringing Rhode Islanders together and
giving us something to root for.

I congratulate the Rhode Island FC
on winning the United Soccer League
Eastern Conference Finals. I wish them
good luck as they take on Colorado
Springs in the final. The whole State of
Rhode Island will be cheering them on.

———

TAX RELIEF FOR AMERICAN
HOSTAGES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, sadly, there are currently 46
Americans around the world wrong-
fully detained or held hostage. The un-
bearable trauma on their families is
made even worse as the Internal Rev-
enue Service currently charges late
fees and penalties for overdue tax pay-
ments.

Currently, tax codes do not provide
relief beyond 1 year for detainees. This
must be corrected.

This week, House Republicans will
consider the Stop Terror-Financing
and Tax Penalties on American Hos-
tages Act to prevent the IRS from im-
posing charges and allow the affected
families to focus on their safe return.

This bill also revokes the tax-exempt
status of American nonprofit organiza-
tions that provide financial or material
support to terrorist groups, such as
Hamas and others.

In conclusion, God bless our troops as
the global war on terrorism continues.
Open borders for dictators puts all
American families at risk of more 9/11
attacks imminent, as warned by the
FBI. Trump will re-institute existing
laws to protect American families with
peace through strength.
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RURAL HEALTHCARE ISSUES

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this
being Rural Healthcare Month, I will
point out how critical it is that we pay
attention to rural healthcare issues,
such as in my district and so many
around this country.

You have the challenges of rural resi-
dents living pretty far from sophisti-
cated healthcare systems, good-sized
hospitals, et cetera, so the local clinics
are pretty critical. Also important is
the continued expansion of telehealth,
with more broadband reaching into
rural areas, to make it so that local
clinics can get images, get x-rays,
other methods of getting information,
and send them off to the urban centers
that can analyze those tests and see
what really needs to be done before
maybe something more extreme such
as transporting a patient a long way to
a hospital or even in some cases where
they send a helicopter to move them
around.

We face these issues in northern Cali-
fornia and so many places across the
country that are rural. Such things as
teaching health centers help keep peo-
ple on site. They can learn as well as
serve. I appreciate those objectives.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate agreed to the following
resolutions:

S. RES. 872

Whereas Daniel “Dan” Evans was born in
Seattle, Washington, in 1925;

Whereas Dan Evans graduated from Roo-
sevelt High School in Seattle in 1943;

Whereas Dan Evans enlisted in the United
States Navy in 1943, and served a 3-year tour
of duty as an ensign aboard an aircraft car-
rier in the Pacific during World War II;

Whereas, after World War II, Dan Evans
earned a bachelor of science degree and a
master of science degree in civil engineering
from the University of Washington and
worked as a civil engineer in Seattle;

Whereas, in 1951, Dan Evans was recalled
to the United States Navy for the Korean
War, where he served as an operations officer
on a destroyer with the rank of lieutenant
and later as an aide to Admiral William K.
Mendenhall during peace negotiations at
Panmunjon;

Whereas Dan Evans married the late
Nancy Bell Evans of Spokane, Washington,
in 1959 and is survived by three sons, Daniel
Jr., Mark, and Bruce;

Whereas Dan Evans was first elected to the
Washington State House of Representatives
in 1956 and served as the Republican floor
leader from 1961 to 1964;

Whereas Dan Evans was first elected Gov-
ernor of the State of Washington in 1964 and
became the first person in Washington State
history to serve 3 consecutive terms as Gov-
ernor, winning reelection in 1968 and 1972;

Whereas Dan Evans served as Chair of the
National Governors Association from 1973 to
1974;
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Whereas Dan Evans served as the President
of Evergreen State College in Olympia,
Washington, from 1977 to 1983;

Whereas Dan Evans served as the first
Chair of the Pacific Northwest Electric
Power and Conservation Planning Council
from 1981 to 1983;

Whereas, in 1983, Governor John Spellman
appointed Dan Evans to the Senate to fill
the vacancy caused by the death of former
Senator Henry ‘‘Scoop’” Jackson of Wash-
ington;

Whereas Dan Evans was elected to the Sen-
ate in a special election in 1983, and served as
the Senator from Washington from 1983 to
1989;

Whereas Dan Evans served as Vice-Chair-
man of the Select Committee on Indian Af-
fairs of the Senate from 1987 to 1989;

Whereas, in 1993, Governor Mike Lowry ap-
pointed Dan Evans to the Board of Regents
of the University of Washington;

Whereas Dan Evans served as the President
of the Board of Regents of the University of
Washington from 1996 to 1997;

Whereas, in 1999, the University of Wash-
ington Graduate School of Public Affairs was
renamed the Daniel J. Evans School of Pub-
lic Policy and Governance; and

Whereas, in 2017, the Olympic Wilderness
in Olympic National Park was renamed the
Daniel J. Evans Wilderness: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-
row and deep regret the announcement of the
death of Daniel J. Evans, former member of
the Senate;

(2) the Senate will communicate this reso-
lution to the House of Representatives and
transmit an enrolled copy thereof to the
family of the deceased; and

(3) when the Senate adjourns today, it
stands adjourned as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the late Daniel J.
Evans.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed without amendment
bills of the House of the following ti-
tles:

H.R. 599. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
3500 West 6th Street, Suite 103 in Los Ange-
les, California, as the ‘“Dosan Ahn Chang Ho
Post Office”.

H.R. 807. An act to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the invaluable service that working
dogs provide to society.

H.R. 1060. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1663 East Date Place in San Bernardino,
California, as the ‘“‘Dr. Margaret B. Hill Post
Office Building™’.

H.R. 1098. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 50 East Derry Road in East Derry, New
Hampshire, as the ‘‘Chief Edward B. Garone
Post Office™.

H.R. 1505. An act to modify the prohibition
on recognition by United States courts of
certain rights relating to certain marks,
trade names, or commercial names.

H.R. 3608. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 28081 Marguerite Parkway in Mission
Viejo, California, as the ‘Major Megan
McClung Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 3728. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 256 Dorchester Avenue, Room 1, in Boston,
Massachusetts, as the ‘‘Caroline Chang Post
Office”.

H.R. 5476. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1077 River Road, Suite 1, in Washington
Crossing, Pennsylvania, as the ‘“‘Susan C.
Barnhart Post Office”.
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H.R. 5490. An act to amend the Coastal
Barrier Resources Act to expand the John H.
Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 5640. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 12804 Chillicothe Road in Chesterland,
Ohio, as the ‘‘Sgt. Wolfgang Kyle Weninger
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 5712. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 220 Fremont Street, in Kiel, Wisconsin, as
the ‘“‘Trooper Trevor J. Casper Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 5985. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 517 Seagaze Drive in Oceanside, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Charlesetta Reece Allen Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 6073. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 9925 Bustleton Avenue in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Sergeant Christopher
David Fitzgerald Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 6249. An act to provide for a review
and report on the assistance and resources
that the Administrator of the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency provides to indi-
viduals with disabilities and families of such
individuals that are impacted by major dis-
asters, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6651. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 603 West 3rd Street in Necedah, Wisconsin,
as the ‘‘Sergeant Kenneth E. Murphy Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 7192. An Act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 333 West Broadway in Anaheim, Cali-
fornia, as the “Dr. William I. ‘Bill’ Kott Post
Office Building”’.

H.R. 7199. An Act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at S74w16860 Janesville Road, in Muskego,
Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Colonel Hans Christian
Heg Post Office”.

H.R. 7423. An Act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 103 Benedette street in Rayville, Lou-
isiana, as the ‘‘Luke Letlow Post Office
Building”.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 25646. An Act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal service located at
100 North Taylor Lane in Patagonia, Ari-
zona, as the ‘“‘Jim Kolbe Memorial Post Of-
fice”.

S. 3946. An Act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1106 Main Street in Bastrop, Texas, as the
“Sergeant Major Billy D. Waugh Post Of-
fice”.

S. 4077. An Act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
180 Steuart Street in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Dianne Feinstein Post Of-
fice”.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOLINARO). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.
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NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3012) to reauthorize the North Ko-
rean Human Rights Act of 2004, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3012

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘North Ko-
rean Human Rights Reauthorization Act of
2023.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) The North Korean Human Rights Act of
2004 (Public Law 108-333; 22 U.S.C. 7801 et
seq.) and subsequent reauthorizations of
such Act aimed to promote the protection of
human rights, documentation of human
rights violations, transparency in the deliv-
ery of humanitarian assistance, and the im-
portance of refugee protection.

(2) According to the State Department’s
2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices, there are ‘‘widespread reports of polit-
ical prisoners and detainees. . . most exter-
nal estimates were between 80,000 and 120,000;
some NGOs placed the figure as high as
200,000.”

(3) North Korea continues to hold a num-
ber of South Koreans and Japanese abducted
after the signing of the Agreement Con-
cerning a Military Armistice in Korea,
signed at Panmunjom July 27, 1953 (com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Korean War Armi-
stice Agreement’’) and refuses to acknowl-
edge the abduction of more than 100,000
South Koreans during the Korean War in vio-
lation of the Geneva Convention.

(4) According to the State Department’s
2023 Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices, there are significant human rights vio-
lations in North Korea, which include ‘‘arbi-
trary or unlawful Kkillings, including
extrajudicial Kkillings; enforced disappear-
ance; torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
ing treatment;. .. and extensive gender
based-violence.”

(5) The effects of the COVID-19 pandemic
and North Korea’s strict lockdown of its bor-
ders and crackdowns on informal market ac-
tivities and small entrepreneurship have
drastically increased food insecurity for its
people and given rise to famine conditions in
parts of the country.

(6) North Korea’s COVID-19 border
lockdown measures also include shoot-to-kill
orders that have resulted in the killing of—

(A) North Koreans attempting to cross the
border; and

(B) at least 1 South Korean official in Sep-
tember 2020.

(7) The Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China is aiding and abetting North Ko-
rea’s human rights violations by forcibly re-
patriating North Korean refugees to North
Korea where they are sent to prison camps,
harshly interrogated, and tortured or exe-
cuted.

(8) The forcible repatriation of North Ko-
rean refugees violates the People’s Republic
of China’s freely undertaken obligation to
uphold the principle of non-refoulement, as a
state party to the the Convention Relating
to the Status of Refugees, done at Geneva
July 28, 1951 (and made applicable by the
Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees,
done at New York January 31, 1967 (19 UST
6223)).

(9) North Korea continues to deny freedom
of religion and persecute religious minori-
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ties, especially Christians and followers of
Shaminism. Eyewitnesses report that Chris-
tians in North Korea have been tortured,
forcibly detained, and even executed for pos-
sessing a Bible or professing Christianity.

(10) The position of Special Envoy on
North Korean Human Rights Issues was va-
cant from January 2017 to December 2022,
even though the President is required to ap-
point a Senate-confirmed Special Envoy to
fill this position in accordance with section
107 of the North Korean Human Rights Act of
2004 (22 U.S.C. 7817). In January 2023 Presi-
dent Biden nominated Julie Turner as Spe-
cial Envoy on North Korean Human Rights
and Issues She was confirmed in July 2023.
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that—

(1) The human rights and humanitarian
conditions within North Korea remain de-
plorable and have been intentionally perpet-
uated against the people of North Korea
through policies endorsed and implemented
by Kim Jong-un and the Government of
North Korea.

(2) promoting information access in North
Korea continues to be a successful method of
countering DPRK propaganda and the United
States Government should continue to sup-
port nongovernmental radio broadcasting to
North Korea and promote other emerging
methods in this space;

(3) because refugees among North Koreans
fleeing into the People’s Republic of China
face severe punishments upon their forcible
return, the United States should urge the
Government of the People’s Republic of
China—

(A) to immediately halt its forcible repa-
triation of North Koreans;

(B) to allow the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees (referred to in this
section as “UNHCR’’) unimpeded access to
North Koreans within China to determine
whether they are refugees and require assist-
ance;

(C) to fulfill its obligations as a state party
to the Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees, done at Geneva July 28, 1951 (and
made applicable by the Protocol Relating to
the Status of Refugees, done at New York
January 31, 1967 (19 UST 6223) and the Agree-
ment on the upgrading of the UNHCR Mis-
sion in the People’s Republic of China to
UNHCR branch office in the People’s Repub-
lic of China, done at Geneva December 1,
1995;

(D) to address the concerns of the United
Nations Committee Against Torture by in-
corporating into domestic legislation the
principle of non-refoulement; and

(E) to recognize the legal status of North
Korean women who marry or have children
with Chinese citizens and ensure that all
such mothers and children are granted resi-
dent status and access to education and
other public services in accordance with Chi-
nese law and international standards;

(4) the United States should continue to
promote the effective and transparent deliv-
ery and distribution of any humanitarian aid
provided in North Korea to ensure that such
aid reaches its intended recipients to the
point of consumption or utilization by co-
operating closely with the Government of
the Republic of Korea and international and
nongovernmental organizations;

(5) the TUnited States currently blocks
United States passports from being used to
travel to North Korea without a special vali-
dation from the Department of State, and
the Department of State should continue to
take steps to increase public awareness
about the risks and dangers of travel by
United States citizens to North Korea;

(6) the United Nations has a significant
role to play in promoting and improving
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human rights in North Korea and should
press for access for the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights in North
Korea, as well as for the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights;

(7) North Korea should repeal the Reac-
tionary Thought and Culture Denunciation
Law and other draconian laws, regulations,
and decrees that manifestly violate the free-
dom of opinion and expression and the free-
dom of thought, conscience, and religion;

(8) the United States should expand the Re-
wards for Justice program to be open to
North Korean officials who can provide evi-
dence of crimes against humanity being
committed by North Korean officials;

(9) the United States should continue to
seek cooperation from all foreign govern-
ments—

(A) to allow the UNHCR access to process
North Korean refugees overseas for resettle-
ment; and

(B) to allow United States officials access
to process refugees for possible resettlement
in the United States; and

(10) the Secretary of State, through diplo-
macy by senior officials, including United
States ambassadors to Asia-Pacific coun-
tries, and in close cooperation with South
Korea, should make every effort to promote
the protection of North Korean refugees,
escapees, and defectors.

SEC. 4. REAUTHORIZATIONS.

(a) SUPPORT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS AND DE-
MOCRACY PROGRAMS.—Section 102(b)(1) of the
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 (22
U.S.C. 7812(b)(1)) is amended by striking
¢¢2022”° and inserting ¢‘2028°.

(b) ACTIONS TO PROMOTE FREEDOM OF IN-
FORMATION.—Section 104 of the North Korean
Human Rights Act of 2004 (22 U.S.C. 7814) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(1), by striking <2022’
and inserting ‘‘2028°’; and

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘2022 and
inserting ‘‘2028°.

(c) REPORT BY SPECIAL ENVOY ON NORTH
KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES.—Section
107(d) of the North Korean Human Rights
Act of 2004 (22 U.S.C. 7817(d)) is amended by
striking ‘2022’ and inserting ‘‘2028°.

(d) REPORT ON UNITED STATES HUMANI-
TARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Section 201(a) of the
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 (22
U.S.C. 7831(a)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking 2022 and
inserting ‘‘2028”’.

(e) ASSISTANCE PROVIDED OUTSIDE OF
NORTH KOREA.—Section 203 of the North Ko-
rean Human Rights Act of 2004 (22 U.S.C.
7833) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2), by
¢103(15)”" and inserting ‘“103(17)”’; and

(2) in subsection (c)(1), by striking 2018
through 2022 and inserting ‘2024 through
2028”".

(f) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Section 305(a) of the
North Korean Human Rights Act of 2004 (22
U.S.C. 7845(a)) is amended, in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1) by striking ‘2022’ and
inserting ¢2028".

SEC. 5. ACTIONS TO PROMOTE FREEDOM OF IN-
FORMATION.

Title I of the North Korean Human Rights
Act of 2004 (22 U.S.C. 7811 et seq.) is amend-
ed—

(1) in section 103(a), by striking ‘‘Broad-
casting Board of Governors’” and inserting
‘“United States Agency for Global Media’’;
and

(2) in section 104(a)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Broadcasting Board of
Governors’ each place such term appears
and inserting ‘‘United States Agency for
Global Media”’;

(B) in paragraph (7)(B)—

(i) by redesignating clauses (i) through (iii)
as clauses (ii) through (iv), respectively;

striking
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(ii) by inserting before clause (ii), as so re-
designated the following:

‘(i) an update of the plan required under
subparagraph (A);”’; and

(iv) in clause (iii), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘“‘pursuant to section 403 and in-
serting ‘‘to carry out this section’.

SEC. 6. SPECIAL ENVOY FOR NORTH KOREAN
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES.

Section 107 of the North Korean Human
Rights Act of 2004 (22 U.S.C. 7817) is amended
by adding at the end the following:

‘“(e) REPORT ON APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL
ENvoYy.—If the position of Special Envoy will
remain vacant for 1 year or longer without
any presidential nomination to appoint a
new Special Envoy, not later than 90 days
before the date on which such position be-
comes vacant for 1 year, the Secretary of
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a report that de-
scribes the efforts being taken to appoint a
new Special Envoy.”.

SEC. 7. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING KO-
REAN AMERICAN DIVIDED FAMILIES.

It is the sense of Congress—

(1) the United States and North Korea
should begin the process of reuniting Ko-
rean-American divided family members with
their immediate relatives through ways such
as—

(A) identifying divided families in the
United States and North Korea who are will-
ing and able to participate in a pilot pro-
gram for family reunions;

(B) finding matches for members of such
families through organizations such as the
Red Cross; and

(C) working with the Government of South
Korea to include American citizens in inter-
Korean video reunions;

(2) the institution of family is inalienable
and the restoration of contact between di-
vided families whether physically, literarily,
or virtually is an urgent need; and

(3) the United States and North Korea
should pursue reunions as a humanitarian
priority of immediate concern.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Kim Jong Un re-
gime continues to oppress the North
Korean people through torture, forced
labor, imprisonment, and starvation to
continue expanding North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons program. The regime
also severely represses the security of
the United States and the world by ad-
vancing its missile and nuclear weap-
ons programs.

Recent intercontinental ballistic
missile tests and an alarming increase
in the number of nuclear warheads in
North Korea’s arsenal are clear dem-
onstrations of its growing threat to
global peace and stability.
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North Korea has abducted Japanese
and South Korean citizens and has
caused the death of U.S. citizens while
in North Korean custody. These acts of
state-sponsored kidnapping and unlaw-
ful detention have caused immense suf-
fering to the victims and their fami-
lies. The regime’s blatant disregard for
human life and international law is a
violation of basic human rights and an
affront to global justice.

The North Korean Human Rights Act
ensures that the Kim regime’s human
rights abuses do not go unchecked and
reinforces the United States’ commit-
ment to promoting human rights in
North Korea. By shining a spotlight on
these atrocities, the Act seeks to hold
the regime responsible for its abuses
and to give hope to the North Korean
people who continue to endure un-
imaginable oppression.

This bill extends critical efforts to
break the regime’s information control
over the North Korean people, to pro-
tect North Korean defectors and refu-
gees, especially from forced repatri-
ation by China. It also ensures that the
regime does not have opportunities to
divert international assistance for
military purposes.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 3012, the North Korean Human
Rights Reauthorization Act.

I start by thanking Representatives
KiM and BERA for their leadership on
this bill. Initially passed in 2004, the
North Korean Human Rights Act was
landmark legislation that promoted
accountability for human rights viola-
tions in North Korea. We are here
today because the underlying tenets of
this bill are as necessary today as they
were 20 years ago.

Since rising to power in 2011, Kim
Jung Un has doubled down on the bru-
tal, authoritarian rule of his father and
grandfather. His government has com-
mitted untold human rights violations,
including arbitrary and extrajudicial
killings, mass detention, forced labor,
and torture.

Under the shadow of the COVID-19
pandemic, Pyongyang used lockdowns
to intensify its repression, including
through shoot-to-kill orders on its bor-
ders and draconian policies that have
driven segments of the North Korean
population into famine.

Today, North Korea remains one of
the most, if not the most, repressive
countries in the world. It is critical
that we reauthorize the North Korean
Human Rights Act today, and I urge
the Senate to pass this bill imme-
diately so that President Biden can
sign it into law this year. It is essen-
tial that we reauthorize the bill now to
make the United States’ commitment
on this issue clear and irreversible.

We must not ignore the horrific
human catastrophe taking place in
North Korea. It is disappointing that
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the Trump administration did not ap-
point a Special Envoy on North Korean
Human Rights Issues, which the North
Korean Human Rights Act mandates.
Congress must ensure that does not
happen again.

This bill will enable thorough legisla-
tive oversight of the administration’s
North Korea policy, including by re-
quiring the administration to answer
to Congress should it fail to appoint a
Special Envoy on North Korean Human
Rights Issues in an expedient fashion.

H.R. 3012 would also provide the in-
coming administration with the tools
necessary to elevate the cause of
human rights in North Korea while ex-
tending reporting requirements that
will allow Congress to ensure that the
United States does not ignore
Pyongyang’s brutal treatment of its
own citizens.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage
my colleagues to support this bill, and
I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. KiM), the chair of the Sub-
committee on the Indo-Pacific.

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker,
I thank Representative MOYLAN for
yielding and for his leadership as well
as my good friend Representative MAN-
NING for moving this bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of my bipartisan bill, H.R. 3012, the
North Korean Human Rights Reauthor-
ization Act.

This bill updates the North Korean
Human Rights Act of 2004 that was en-
acted to provide humanitarian aid to
North Korean refugees, allow for infor-
mation access for the North Korean
people, and appoint a U.S. Special
Envoy for North Korean Human Rights
Issues.

H.R. 3012 reauthorizes, streamlines,
and strengthens oversight of these pro-
grams through 2028 and calls for Ko-
rean-American families to be reunited
with their immediate relatives in
North Korea.

We need someone at the State De-
partment dedicated entirely to North
Korean human rights issues, especially
as Kim Jong Un’s brutality against his
own people grows. Why?

Because North Korean women and
children face the most inhumane treat-
ment in the world, child labor is insti-
tutionalized in North Korea, and
women are forced into sex trafficking
organized by government officials and
human traffickers; because an esti-
mated 100,000 North Koreans are sub-
ject to forced labor in factories with in-
humane conditions in the People’s Re-
public of China; and because torture,
forced disappearances, imprisonment,
forced sterilization, and religious per-
secution are tools regularly used to
consolidate the North Korean regime’s
power.

From January 2017 to December 2022,
the special envoy position was vacant;
that is nearly 6 years. If the position is
ever vacant again for more than 180
days, my bill requires the State De-
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partment to report on ongoing efforts
to fill the position.

The authorization for the North Ko-
rean Human Rights Act of 2004 lapsed
in 2022. We must get this legislation
signed into law this Congress. We can-
not ignore the threat posed by North
Korea, and holding the North Korean
regime accountable without supporting
human rights is a nonstarter.

Failing to reauthorize this landmark
human rights initiative sends a signal
to Kim Jong Un that the United States
will allow human rights abuses in
North Korea and around the world to
fall on deaf ears.

I thank Representative AMI BERA for
co-leading this bill with me, and I
thank our chairman of the full com-
mittee and his staff for their leadership
and commitment to human rights and
freedoms for the North Korean people.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on H.R. 3012.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

We must be just as committed today
to supporting the human rights of
North Koreans as we were in 2004,
which is why I support this bipartisan
reauthorization of the North Korean
Human Rights Act through 2028.

While much of U.S. policy toward
North Korea is focused on its nuclear
and missile programs, we cannot ignore
the gross human rights abuses within
the country. We can and must address
both.

I thank Representatives KiMm and
BERA for shining a light on the strug-
gle of the North Korean people. I hope
my colleagues will join me and support
this important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

In closing, I thank Representatives
KiM and BERA of California for working
together on this important legislation
that reinforces the United States’ com-
mitment to promoting human rights in
North Korea.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3012, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF
STATE TO DESIGNATE ADDI-
TIONAL PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO
SERVE AS PASSPORT ACCEPT-
ANCE AGENTS

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 8234) to authorize the Secretary
of State to designate additional per-
sons eligible to serve as passport ac-
ceptance agents, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8234

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF
STATE TO DESIGNATE ADDITIONAL
PERSONS ELIGIBLE TO SERVE AS
PASSPORT ACCEPTANCE AGENTS.

Section 6109(b) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (22
U.S.C. 213a(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (6) as para-
graph (7); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (5) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(6) A United States citizen who, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, is employed by and
provides services through a reputable, estab-
lished company or institution and is com-
missioned or appointed as a notary or notary
public or otherwise authorized to perform a
notarization under the laws of a State, dis-
trict, or territorial government.”’.

SEC. 2. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO HAND-
CARRY COURIER SERVICES FOR
PASSPORT  APPLICATIONS  AND
PASSPORTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
shall take such actions as may be necessary
to—

(1) facilitate an increase in the number of
companies certified to provide hand-carry
courier services; and

(2) increase the daily maximum number of
applications for United States regular pass-
ports, by service type, that such companies
may submit to a passport agency of the De-
partment of State (commonly referred to as
“meeting slots’) as part of the hand-carry
courier services of such company.

(b) HAND-CARRY COURIER SERVICE DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘hand-carry
courier service” means—

(1) the transport of applications for United
States passports to a passport agency of the
Department of State for processing; and

(2) the retrieval of newly issued United
States passports for delivery, directly or in-
directly, to the passport holder.

SEC. 3. DATE OF EXPIRATION OF UNITED STATES
PASSPORTS.

The Secretary of State shall take such ac-
tions as may be necessary to provide that
each United States regular passport issued
or renewed on or after the date that is 180
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act expires on the same month and day of
the month as the date of birth of the indi-
vidual associated with such passport.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, millions of Americans
use U.S. passports as their official
travel documents each year. Passports
are what open doors to faraway foreign
destinations.

The problem, though, is that certain
Americans are having a difficult time
applying for them. What should be a
simple administrative step is anything
but.

That is where my colleague Mr.
MAST’s bill comes in. H.R. 8234 would
level the playing field, assisting those
Americans who currently face unneces-
sary obstacles.

First, the bill would authorize new
institutions to serve as passport ac-
ceptance agents. Passport acceptance
is the process of verifying the appli-
cant’s identification documents.

Currently, most civilian passport ac-
ceptance is done by designated employ-
ees of the U.S. Postal Service. With the
recent closure of many U.S. post offices
and with fewer post offices offering
passport services, however, access
points for passport acceptance have
been significantly reduced. This reduc-
tion has led to delays in some citizens’
ability to schedule a passport appoint-
ment.

We feel this acutely on Capitol Hill.
Scarcely a day goes by when Members
of Congress like myself do not hear
from frustrated constituents experi-
encing some sort of passport problem.
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Allowing new entities, like public no-
taries, to become passport acceptance
agents will ensure that the citizen ap-
plication process is easier, faster, and
more seamless. For example, if the no-
taries at all UPS Stores and AAA Trav-
el offices nationwide were to become
registered passport acceptance agents,
then the number of passport accept-
ance sites would increase by 10,000 lo-
cations.

The second thing this bill would do is
assist Americans in rural areas and
nonmajor cities apply for their pass-
ports. The so-called hand-carry courier
program helps citizens who otherwise
would be unable to travel to a passport
agency due to time, cost, or distance
constraints. Through the program,
they would be able to secure an urgent
or emergency passport using a third-
party registered agent.

H.R. 8234 would allow for more com-
panies to participate in the hand-carry
program. By expanding the program,
we make emergency passports more
readily available to citizens who need
them, especially for those who don’t
live in or near a major city.

Finally, Mr. MAST’s bill would align
a passport’s expiration date with the
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applicant’s birthday, making it easier
for him or her to remember when it is
time to renew. This will help reduce
the application spikes surrounding pop-
ular travel seasons and prevent new
backlogs and delays.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join in supporting H.R. 8234, which is
an important step in making passport
services more accessible and more reli-
able, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 8234.
As the world has reopened following
the COVID-19 pandemic, demand for
passports last year skyrocketed, lead-
ing to significant delays. Under Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken’s lead-
ership and the tireless efforts of con-
sular officials, the State Department
successfully tackled this backlog and
restored processing times to
prepandemic levels. Moreover, this ad-
ministration has partnered closely
with Congress to advance moderniza-
tion of the Department’s consular proc-
essing to be better prepared to handle
future surges in demand.

The provisions in H.R. 8234 aim to
further strengthen our passport proc-
essing infrastructure, particularly to
help ensure that all Americans, espe-
cially those in rural or remote areas,
have reasonably convenient access to
passport services. This includes permis-
sive authorities for the Department of
State to better enable applicants to
utilize private couriers, access passport
acceptance agents, and remember to
renew their passports before expiry.
These provisions can help those in un-
derserved communities who may not
have a passport acceptance facility
nearby.

There is no single solution to the
challenges in providing passport and
visa services at a sustained and high
level, and the Department’s efforts
must be driven not by the preferences
of courier companies or potential new
acceptance agents but by the Ameri-
cans who need passports.

We must work together and in a
smart way to ensure the State Depart-
ment has the authorities and resources
it needs to carry out its mission se-
curely and efficiently with respect to
passport processing, and H.R. 8234 can
help provide additional practical tools,
where and as necessary, to improve
service delivery and meet the needs of
American travelers.

Therefore, I encourage my colleagues
to support this bill, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. MAST), who is the chair of the
Oversight and Accountability Sub-
committee.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I thank all
of my colleagues for their work and
support on H.R. 8234.

It is a bill to reduce the passport bar-
riers that American travelers face with
just a few commonsense solutions to
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help make it a more seamless process
for Americans and a more intuitive
process for when their passport might
expire. It would help prevent the emer-
gency situations that all of us as Mem-
bers of Congress face for our constitu-
ents to get the passports they need.

Getting a passport, for many, is the
closest that Americans will get to see-
ing the work of our State Department,
and when they see delays and backlogs,
that shakes their confidence in what
they believe the State Department and
many of our other institutions can do.

The backlog is especially trouble-
some for our citizens who live in rural
areas without easy access to the few
passport agencies or centers that we
have around the country.

If the State Department can’t get
those small things done right now in a
timely fashion and competent way,
then it is hard to convince the Amer-
ican people that the State Department
can handle bigger things—except a
passport is not a small thing for most
people, most families, and most indi-
viduals. For our constituents, that is a
business trip, family vacation, wed-
ding, or, God forbid, funeral.

We urgently need reforms to address
the passport backlog and prevent any
future backlog from occurring.

H.R. 8234 enhances U.S. passport ap-
plicants’ customer experience in three
ways that have been mentioned al-
ready.

First, it authorizes the Secretary of
State to allow qualified notaries to ac-
cept and certify the relevant paper-
work. Certify doesn’t mean that they
are issuing a passport. It means they
are identifying that all the t’s have
been crossed, the i’s have been dotted,
and the blanks are filled in so that the
application doesn’t get kicked back by
the State Department.

Currently, citizens who live in rural
areas need to mail in their paperwork
or try to get to a certain employee in
a place like the post office. They have
few or inconsistent hours to actually
g0 see those individuals, and it delays
their application process. By expanding
the number of people who can accept
and certify the paperwork to include
these qualified notaries, we greatly ex-
pand the options for Americans who do
not live near these passport acceptance
centers.

Second, my bill requires the State
Department to devote more resources
to nontraditional applicants—again,
often from rural areas—who utilize pri-
vate courier services for emergency
passport services. Since 2007, the num-
ber of slots these private courier serv-
ices have to process Americans’ appli-
cations has decreased, while the num-
ber of Americans who live at least 250
miles away from a passport acceptance
office has substantially increased over
that same period of time.

These services are an effective alter-
native for Americans who need urgent
passports and don’t live near those of-
fices, and expanding these resources
will help serve the citizens by adjust-
ing to population migration patterns
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that we have seen over the last two
decades.

Finally, my bill would make it easier
for Americans to remember to renew
their passports by changing the pass-
port expiration dates to coincide with
their birthdays, just like most of us do
with our driver’s licenses. This simple
change in awareness will make it so
that many people remember to renew
their passports early instead of real-
izing it at the last second because it is
not on an intuitive date, which leads to
the surges in applicants in the system
and creates those backlogs.

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of my col-
leagues for their work on this legisla-
tion, and I urge adoption of this bill.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

The Department of State’s passport
application processing has shown wel-
comed improvement. The bipartisan
provisions in this bill would help them
make even more progress and connect
more Americans to a U.S. passport.

By helping the State Department in-
crease access and meet higher demand,
I hope we can prove that the govern-
ment can adapt and work faster.

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill, and
I hope we can advance further meas-
ures to support consular services in a
bipartisan fashion, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, we need to make pass-
port services more accessible to Ameri-
cans who don’t live in major cities.
This bill, H.R. 8234, would actually do
that by authorizing new actors like
public notaries to serve as passport ac-
ceptance agents.

It would also allow more companies
to participate in the hand-carry cou-
rier program and open up slots for
those companies at passport agency of-
fices across the country.

Americans who don’t live in major
cities shouldn’t have to have a harder
time getting travel documents than
anyone else.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8234, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

COORDINATOR FOR AFGHAN RELO-
CATION EFFORTS AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2024
Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move

to suspend the rules and pass the bill

(H.R. 8368) to establish a Coordinator

for Afghan Relocation Efforts in the
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Department of State, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8368

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Coordinator
for Afghan Relocation Efforts Authorization
Act of 2024
SEC. 2. ESTABLISHMENT OF COORDINATOR.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of
State shall appoint a Coordinator for Afghan
Relocation Efforts (‘‘Coordinator’’), who
shall be responsible for—

(1) relocating and resettling eligible Af-
ghan allies and facilitating the departure of
United States citizens and lawful permanent
residents who request United States assist-
ance to leave Afghanistan, except that the
Coordinator shall prioritize the facilitation
of such departures before the relocation or
resettlement of allies; and

(2) working with other offices of the De-
partment of State, as well as with appro-
priate counterparts at other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, to ensure integrated
United States support for such relocation ef-
forts.

(b) AUTHORITIES.—The Coordinator is au-
thorized—

(1) to enter into personal services con-
tracts for a period ending not later than the
date described in section 3;

(2) to extend and maintain through such
date personal services contracts entered into
pursuant to the authority provided by sec-
tion 2401 of the Afghanistan Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2022 (Public Law 117-43);

(3) to hire temporary personnel who are
United States citizens, except that to the ex-
tent possible the Coordinator should use For-
eign Service limited appointments to fill
such positions both in the United States and
abroad in accordance with section 309 of the
Foreign Service Act of 1980 (22 U.S.C. 3949);
and

(4) subject to the availability of appropria-
tions—

(A) to accept, in the form of reimburse-
ment or transfer, amounts from other Fed-
eral departments or agencies as appropriate
to carry out the duties described in sub-
section (a); and

(B) to reimburse such other departments or
agencies as the Coordinator may determine
appropriate to carry out such duties.

(c) DETAILEES AND ASSIGNEES.—Any Fed-
eral Government employee may be detailed
or assigned to the Office of the Coordinator,
with or without reimbursement, consistent
with applicable laws and regulations regard-
ing such employee, and such detail or assign-
ment shall be without interruption or loss of
status or privilege.

(d) NOTIFICATION WITH RESPECT TO TRANS-
FERS OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Coordinator shall no-
tify the appropriate congressional commit-
tees of each use of the transfer authority
made available under subsection (b)(4)(A) not
later than 15 days before the completion of
such transfer.

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘appro-
priate congressional committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate.

SEC. 3. SUNSET.

This Act and the authorities provided by

this Act shall terminate on the date that is
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3 years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
bipartisan legislation to codify the es-
tablishment of the Office of the Coordi-
nator for Afghan Relocation Efforts.

When the Biden administration exe-
cuted its disastrous withdrawal from
Afghanistan in 2021, we left behind
thousands of Afghans who had risked
their lives to assist the United States’
mission in Afghanistan.

The subsequent Taliban takeover put
these brave individuals at serious risk,
and we have seen many Afghans who
worked for the U.S. be targeted in re-
prisal killings and forced disappear-
ances. It is our duty as Americans to
help bring these vulnerable Afghans to
safety in the U.S.

The Office of the Coordinator for Af-
ghan Relocation Efforts has worked
tirelessly in 2021 to support the reset-
tlement of eligible Afghans in the
United States. After undergoing the
most thorough security vetting proc-
esses, CARE assists Afghans as they
complete the final stages of the reset-
tlement process, preparing them for
their new lives in the United States.

At a time when there is little hope
for Afghans to pursue a life of pros-
perity amidst the brutal Taliban re-
gime’s crackdown on human rights and
archaic restrictions on women, it is
more important than ever that the
U.S. fulfill our duty to our Afghan al-
lies and help them come to the United
States.

I have been happy to see that CARE
has demonstrated increased efficiency
in processing Afghan relocation cases,
enabling our vetted Afghan partners to
come to the United States.

Codifying this office ensures that
every eligible, properly vetted Afghan
may be moved to the U.S. and establish
a new, safe life for their family far
from the threat of the Taliban.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
show their support for our Afghan al-
lies and support this bill, and I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 8368. There is one thing I be-
lieve unites us on the issue of Afghani-
stan, and that is unwavering commit-
ment to the Afghan allies who stood by
us during our nearly two-decade mis-
sion in the country. This bill is about
honoring that commitment.

H.R. 8368 formally authorizes the Co-
ordinator for Afghan Relocation Ef-
forts, or CARE, which has been leading
the essential work of supporting those
who risked their lives to assist the
United States by helping eligible Af-
ghan applicants and their families relo-
cate to the United States.

By providing a clear bipartisan man-
date, along with the authorities that
the State Department has requested,
this legislation sends a strong message
of support for CARE’s mission that
can’t simply be waved away. It dem-
onstrates that Congress stands firmly
behind the creative, tenacious efforts
by the CARE office to relocate and pro-
tect our deserving Afghan partners.

These are individuals who risked ev-
erything to support our mission. They
served as interpreters, guides, and
partners in some of the most dangerous
conditions imaginable. To turn our
backs on them now would be uncon-
scionable.

Let’s remember that our commit-
ment is not just a matter of policy or
party, but it is a matter of principle.
This bill is a step in the right direc-
tion, but it cannot be the final word on
our support for our Afghan allies, par-
ticularly since Congress will need to
continue to act to ensure Afghan spe-
cial immigrant visas remain available
and CARE’s work is appropriately
resourced during the period authorized
by this bill. There are bipartisan bills
we can bring to the floor in this Con-
gress to accomplish exactly that.

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this
bill introduced by Representative
TITUS, and I encourage my colleagues
to do the same so that we can continue
to uphold our promises to those who
stood by us in Afghanistan.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. TITUS), an esteemed member
of the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and the author of this measure.

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlewoman for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I acknowledge and
thank my Republican colleague from
Indiana (Mr. BAIRD) for joining me on
this bipartisan legislation to establish
the Coordinator for Afghan Relocation
Efforts Authorization Act, H.R. 8368.

Over the course of our 20-year mis-
sion in Afghanistan, more than 300,000
Afghans worked shoulder to shoulder
with U.S. servicemembers, diplomats,
and aid workers. They provided valu-
able support for nearly 800,000 U.S.
troops who rotated through Afghani-
stan. They served primarily as trans-
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lators, guides, and informal advisers to
U.S. personnel on the ground.

These are, in every sense of the word,
our valued allies. They stood with us
through difficult conditions, advancing
U.S. interests.

In August 2021, the U.S. conducted an
historic and heroic evacuation that
carried 70,000 Afghans to safety along
with tens of thousands of U.S. citizens
and lawful permanent residents, as well
as citizens from other countries.

Since July 2021, the State Depart-
ment has worked around the clock to
relocate U.S. citizens and lawful per-
manent residents from Afghanistan
who wanted to depart and who were eli-
gible Afghan allies who worked with
us.

Secretary Blinken has made this a
top priority for the Department and
has said that there is no deadline for
this important work. He underscores
the commitment that the Biden admin-
istration has to this effort and the
promise of Operation Enduring Wel-
come.

In 2022, to solidify these relocation
efforts, the State Department estab-
lished a specialized office called the Co-
ordinator for Afghan Relocation Ef-
forts, appropriately known as CARE.

CARE serves as the hub for a whole-
of-government priority, working close-
ly with various Federal departments
and agencies, international partners,
veterans groups, former diplomats,
government officials, and NGOs to en-
sure the safe and efficient relocation of
individuals who have qualified to im-
migrate to the U.S., either as special
immigrants or refugees, during the 20-
yvear U.S. mission to Afghanistan.

The Afghan Special Immigrant Visa
program, also stood up by Congress and
relying on our regular reauthorization
of additional visa numbers to meet de-
mand, long faced challenges and proc-
essing delays, but the situation
changed dramatically early in 2021,
when the Biden administration ramped
up resources to clear an SIV processing
backlog that had accumulated in the
prior administration.

Working together, Congress and the
administration have prioritized and
streamlined the Afghan SIV program
to meet evolving demand and uphold
our moral obligation.

In fiscal year 2023, the administra-
tion issued the most SIVs in a single
year since the start of the program in
2009. In the most recent report, the De-
partment issued 1,894 SIVs, ensuring
that almost 8,000 additional Afghan al-
lies and their families had a pathway
to safety.

Similarly, the State Department has
announced the establishment of a new
P-2 category for refugees, in addition
to the P-1 referrals, to expand avail-
able pathways for persecuted Afghans.
As a result, we have welcomed more
than 130,000 Afghans to safety.

The CARE program has been the
linchpin of this work, serving as a val-
uable conduit for all of the different or-
ganizations I mentioned and Afghans
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themselves as they navigate a pathway
to their new home. The work, however,
is not codified in statute. It exists
across a number of agencies and pro-
grams.

Congress should be unambiguous
here. We support this work. We want to
see the job continue, and we should do
so by authorizing it as a new agency.

That is what this bill would do. It
would authorize the CARE office in the
State Department for 3 years and grant
it important authorities to continue
this work as an identified legislative
priority for the State Department.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, to acknowledge the
obligation that we have, our moral ob-
ligation to help those who helped us so
much, and to fulfill our promise to all
of those who stood with us.

I thank Ranking Member MEEKS and
Chairman McCAUL of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee for their support in
helping move this bill to the floor, and
I urge my colleagues to vote in favor of
it.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, for over 20 years, our
Afghan allies risked everything to sup-
port the U.S. mission, and we must not
turn our backs on them now. The
CARE office deserves a clear, bipar-
tisan mandate. I hope my colleagues
will join me and support this impor-
tant bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this administration
failed the Afghan people by abandoning
them to the Taliban rule. It is our re-
sponsibility as Americans to remedy
this failure. I am proud to support this
bipartisan legislation today, and I en-
courage my colleagues to join me in
voting for this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 8368, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——————

AFFIRMING THE NATURE AND IM-
PORTANCE OF THE SUPPORT OF
THE UNITED STATES FOR THE
RELIGIOUS AND ETHNIC MINOR-
ITY SURVIVORS OF GENOCIDE IN
IRAQ

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
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resolution (H. Res. 554) affirming the
nature and importance of the support
of the United States for the religious
and ethnic minority survivors of geno-
cide in Iraq, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 554

Whereas national, ethnic, religious, and
linguistic minorities and indigenous peoples,
including  Yezidis, Turkmen, Shabak,
Sabaean-Mandeans, Kaka’'i, and indigenous
Christians (including Chaldean, Syriac, As-
syrian, Armenian, and Melkite commu-
nities), among others, have been an integral
part of the cultural fabric and history of Iraq
and the broader Middle East;

Whereas these same religious and ethnic
minorities have made and continue to make
invaluable contributions to the prosperity
and well-being of societies across the Middle
East and the world, including in the United
States;

Whereas, according to the 2017 Report on
International Religious Freedom, the Is-
lamic State of Iraq and Syria (‘“‘ISIS”) is re-
sponsible for carrying out a ‘‘campaign of vi-
olence against members of all faiths, in par-
ticular non-Sunnis’’;

Whereas ethnic and religious minorities
were subjected to innumerable atrocities by
ISIS, including forced religious conversion,
kidnapping, slavery, human trafficking, un-
lawful forced displacement, ethnic cleansing,
torture, sexual violence, and sex trafficking,
among other crimes;

Whereas the Secretary of State declared on
March 17, 2016, and on August 15, 2017, that
ISIS is responsible for genocide, crimes
against humanity, and other atrocities
against religious and ethnic minority groups
in Iraq and Syria, including Shia Muslims,
Christians, and Yezidis, among other reli-
gious and ethnic groups;

Whereas the Iraq and Syria Genocide Re-
lief and Accountability Act of 2018 (Public
Law 115-300) affirms that it is the policy of
the United States to ensure that assistance
for religious and ethnic minorities is di-
rected towards those most in need, including
those that the Secretary of State declared
were targeted for genocide, crimes against
humanity, or war crimes, and have been
identified as being at risk of persecution,
forced migration, genocide, crimes against
humanity, or war crimes;

Whereas members of these religious and
ethnic minority communities continue to
face daily insecurity, discrimination, and
hardship;

Whereas religious and ethnic minorities
continue to face significant challenges to re-
turning to their ancestral homelands, includ-
ing in Mosul, Baaj, Sinjar, the Nineveh
Plain, and other Yezidi places, due to secu-
rity concerns, economic hardship, and shift-
ing demographics; and

Whereas the restoration and stabilization
of these regions will provide an opportunity
for diverse ethnic and religious communities
to flourish: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commits to protecting and upholding
internationally recognized human rights of
members of religious and ethnic minority
communities;

(2) supports the restoration of security,
stability, and economic opportunity of, as
well as the safe, dignified, and voluntary re-
turn of, internally displaced persons, includ-
ing those originally from the territories of
Mosul, Baaj, Sinjar, and the Nineveh Plain;

(3) supports the restoration of religious
and cultural heritage sites in Iraq, including,
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churches, and other religious sites, and com-
munity buildings of religious and ethnic mi-
nority communities in these regions; and

(4) supports equal and inclusive representa-
tion for religious and ethnic minority groups
in Iraq in line with article 125 of the Con-
stitution of Iraq and encourages the Sec-
retary of State to promote opportunities for
affected minority groups to further that ob-
jective.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
bipartisan resolution addressing ongo-
ing challenges that face religious and
ethnic minorities in Iraq after ISIS’
brutal genocide.

ISIS overran wide swaths of Iraq and
Syria 10 years ago, subjecting millions
of people to their so-called caliphate.

ISIS perpetrated widespread atroc-
ities, including forced religious conver-
sion, kidnapping, slavery, human traf-
ficking, unlawful forced displacement,
ethnic cleansing, torture, sexual vio-
lence, and sex trafficking. Religious
and ethnic minority groups were sin-
gled out and subjected to particular
cruelty.

The United States repeatedly found
that ISIS is responsible for genocide,
crimes against humanity, and other
atrocities against religious and ethnic
minority groups in Iraq and Syria, in-
cluding Shia Muslims, Christians, and
Yazidis.

Just this year, a Yazidi woman was
rescued in Gaza. She had been kid-
napped at the age of 11 by ISIS. She
was held in captivity for 10 years.

While ISIS no longer rules over these
communities, the caliphate left wide-
spread damage, displacement, and trau-
ma. Religious and ethnic minorities
continue to face widespread discrimi-
nation and displacement in Iraq, under-
mining efforts to promote their recov-
ery.

Addressing these problems is critical
for religious and ethnic communities
and for the overall success of the Iraqi
State, helping ensure it achieves its
full potential as a vibrant, prosperous
country.

This resolution reaffirms our com-
mitment to protecting the rights of
these religious and ethnic minorities
and the need to help them return to
their homes and rebuild their lives.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bipartisan resolution, and
I reserve the balance of my time.
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Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 554, affirming the nature and
importance of the support of the
United States for the religious and eth-
nic minority survivors of genocide in
Iraq, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support
this resolution introduced by Rep-
resentative SLOTKIN, which shines a
much-needed spotlight on the signifi-
cant contributions of Iraq’s religious
and ethnic minority communities, as
well as the profound suffering they
have endured.

Iraq is home to a rich tapestry of
communities, each contributing to the
nation’s cultural heritage. Among
them are the Yazidis, Shabak, and
Chaldean, Syriac, and Assyrian Chris-
tians. These groups are not just a part
of Iraq’s history, but they are integral
to its identity.

The persecution faced by these com-
munities is well-documented, espe-
cially during the rise of ISIS. The bru-
tal terrorist group committed unimagi-
nable horrors against Iraq’s minorities.
The 1list of atrocities 1is long:
kidnappings, torture, public execu-
tions, arbitrary detentions, and sys-
tematic rape. The scale of this cruelty
led the State Department, under Sec-
retary Kerry in 2016, to formally de-
clare ISIS’ actions as genocide and
crimes against humanity.

While the territorial defeat of ISIS
was achieved through the courageous
efforts of the Iraqi Security Forces
with critical support from the United
States and our international partners,
efforts at recovery are far from over.

Many of the communities that suf-
fered most during ISIS’ reign of terror
continue to face challenges in rebuild-
ing their homes, reclaiming their her-
itage, and securing representation in
Iraq’s national fabric.

This bipartisan resolution is a testa-
ment to the resilience of these commu-
nities and a call to action. It acknowl-
edges the immense suffering they have
endured, recognizes their invaluable
contributions to Iraqi society, and un-
derscores the need for continued U.S.
engagement.

This resolution is not just about re-
membering the past, but it is about
supporting a future where these com-
munities can thrive once again. It em-
phasizes the importance of rebuilding,
not just physically, but also restoring
the cultural and historic sites that are
central to their identity.

I extend my gratitude to Representa-
tives SLOTKIN and JAMES for their lead-
ership on this critical issue. Let us
stand together in support of this reso-
lution, which not only honors the leg-
acy of Iraq’s diverse communities, but
also reaffirms our commitment to
their future.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. MOOLENAAR).

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I join my Michigan col-
league, Representative SLOTKIN, in sup-
port of H. Res. 554.

This resolution is an important bi-
partisan affirmation of our support of
religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq
who experience violent persecution for
their religious beliefs.

Chaldean Christians are a religious
minority in Iraq, and they have been
subjected to countless atrocities and
genocide over the last decade at the
hands of ISIS terrorists.

They have been displaced from their
homes, coerced into converting their
religion, tortured, and forced into slav-
ery. Churches and other religious sites
have been destroyed, and they still face
discrimination for their beliefs.

No one should ever be persecuted for
their religious beliefs. The Chaldean
community has made outstanding con-
tributions to my home State of Michi-
gan. They deserve to know that Con-
gress supports Chaldeans and other re-
ligious and ethnic minorities and their
human rights here at home and abroad.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes.”

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN), my good
friend and fellow Michigander, the au-
thor of this important resolution.

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H. Res. 554, a bill
affirming the importance of U.S. sup-
port for religious and ethnic minorities
in Iraq.

Michigan has been home for more
than a century to a vibrant Iraqi com-
munity, the largest outside the Middle
East. Many are Chaldeans, Iraqi Chris-
tians who have faced incredible perse-
cution and challenges in recent Iraqi
history.

I am very proud to have done this bill
with Congressman MOOLENAAR, Con-
gressman JAMES, and other bipartisan
support from the Michigan delegation.

When I traveled to the Middle East as
part of a congressional delegation in
2022, T met with Iraqi leaders in Bagh-
dad and Erbil to discuss the challenges
of Iraq’s Chaldeans and what the U.S.
can do to help.

This is on the heels of me being a CIA
officer, a Pentagon official, and having
done three tours in Iraq alongside the
military and seeing these issues up
close and personal for myself in 2004,
2006, and 2008.

I took what I heard from that most
recent trip back to Washington to
work on this resolution, which would
put this House on record as supporting
the human rights and dignity of reli-
gious and ethnic minorities in Iraq.

Over the decades, Chaldeans and
other religious groups, such as Yezidis,
have suffered greatly from the bru-
tality of vicious and violent groups
such as ISIS.
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ISIS subjugated and carried out
countless atrocities against many of
these communities, including murder,
systematic rape, and Kkidnapping. As
Iraq continues to rebuild after years of
conflict and efforts to defeat ISIS, it is
critical that U.S. support the security,
stability, integration, and political
representation of these minorities in
their homeland.

This resolution expresses support not
just for Iraqi Christians, but for all
Iraqi minorities’ fundamental rights,
security and economic opportunity,
community infrastructure, and rep-
resentation in government.

Mr. Speaker, this is not just an issue
of importance to the Chaldeans and
other religious minorities living in
Iraq, but also to hundreds of thousands
of American citizens. Roughly half a
million Chaldeans live in the United
States, including more than 160,000 in
southeast Michigan.

These families are a vibrant, active
thread in the fabric of our community.
Roughly 60 percent of Michigan’s
Chaldeans own a business and a sizable
fraction own two or more businesses.
They support our economy. They are
active in our communities. They sup-
port churches and schools and founda-
tions, and they are active participants
in every aspect of civic life.

These Americans who feel a deep con-
nection to and concern for their an-
cient homeland are looking to us to
speak up for thousands of Iraqis threat-
ened by continued persecution and dis-
crimination. As Americans, they are
looking to us to stand up for American
values.

Mr. Speaker, I thank again the bipar-
tisan group of Michiganders and other
Members who supported this bill and,
in particular, Congressmen MOOLENAAR
and JAMES.

This legislation was passed out of the
Foreign Affairs Committee by an over-
whelming bipartisan majority, and I
urge my colleagues today to support
the same here on the floor.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. JAMES), the chair of the Afri-
ca Subcommittee.

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this very, very important
and special bill, H. Res. 554, a resolu-
tion affirming America’s support for
religious and ethnic minorities in Iraq.

A special thank you to Senator-elect
SLOTKIN, Representative MOOLENAAR,
Representative MCCLAIN, and Rep-
resentative BERGMAN, and, most impor-
tantly, the Chaldean community in my
district and in southeast Michigan for
getting us here.

I am truly blessed to be a part of
this, and I am proud to have shep-
herded this bill through committee.

I vowed since coming to Congress to
be a voice not just for the Chaldean
community in my district but for all
those fighting for religious freedoms
abroad. That is why for one of my very
first congressional hearings, I ques-
tioned Secretary Blinken about the
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plight and the struggles of Christians
and ethnic minorities in Iraq. I believe
that advocating for religious liberties
abroad is vital to our moral standing
not just in the United States but
around the world.

This resolution authored by Senator-
elect SLOTKIN expresses more than just
America’s support for the restoration
of the rights and dignities given to reli-
gious and ethnic minority communities
in Iraq. With untrustworthy actors
aligned with Iran and ISIS continuing
to be an obstacle to freedom in Iraq,
this resolution is a powerful first step.

To my fellow Iraqi Catholic and
Christian brothers and sisters, this mo-
ment is a long time coming, but more
is yet to come.

My hope is that the leadership in
Baghdad hears us loud and clear today.
Congress is watching, and we stand
ready to act.

I appreciate Chairman MCcCAUL and
Ranking Member MEEKS for allowing
this resolution to come to the floor. I
know our Chaldean community in Ster-
ling Heights and across the State of
Michigan have prayed hard and advo-
cated for this very moment.

Mr. Speaker, in this moment here
today, with my bipartisan colleagues,
we will be able to show Chaldeans here
and those around the world who pray
for religious freedom that our God
truly does answer prayers.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution shines a
critical light on the lives, opportuni-
ties, and cultures lost in Iraq due to
ISIS’ campaign of terror.

The State Department rightfully de-
clared ISIS responsible for genocide in
2016, but Congress had been too late to
respond. The Yezidis, Shabak, as well
as Chaldean, Syriac, and Assyrian
Christians deserve equitable represen-
tation in the recorded history of Iraqi
society. I am proud to stand with my
bipartisan colleagues in supporting
Iraqi religious and ethnic minorities
who, for too long, have gone unnoticed.

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting H. Res. 554,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, there is still much work
to be done to help Iraq and its people
heal from the horrors unleashed by
ISIS. This is particularly true with re-
spect to the country’s religious and
ethnic minority communities.

This resolution serves as a commit-
ment to ensure the United States con-
tinues to press for progress and to ad-
vocate for the rights of religious and
ethnic minorities. I am proud to sup-
port this bipartisan legislation today,
and I encourage my colleagues to join
me in voting for this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
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the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 5564, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

REAFFIRMING THE TIES BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES AND THE
PHILIPPINES

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 837) reaffirming the
ties between the United States and the
Philippines, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 837

Whereas the United States established dip-
lomatic relations with the Philippines on
July 4, 1946, and the two countries have since
enjoyed expanded and positive relations;

Whereas there are over 4,000,000 United
States citizens of Philippine ancestry in the
United States;

Whereas the United States and the Phil-
ippines have a strong and mutually bene-
ficial trade relationship, with more than
$18,900,000,000 in goods and services traded
during 2020;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China
continues to use its Coast Guard and its Mer-
chant Marine to violate the Philippines sov-
ereignty, including in the Scarborough
Shoal,

Whereas Chinese Communist Party propa-
ganda now assert claims based on a so-called
“‘ten-dash line”’, after a United Nations Con-
vention on the Law of the Sea arbitral tri-
bunal ruled that China’s nine-dashed line
had ‘‘no legal basis’’;

Whereas in 1994, the People’s Republic of
China unlawfully seized Mischief Reef and
have since constructed 20 artificial islands
that extends the operational capabilities of
the People’s Liberation Army with the aim
of expanding its presence and reinforcing
their illegitimate claims to the South China
Sea;

Whereas the People’s Republic of China is
asserting its sweeping claims over the South
China Sea by disrupting the regular resupply
of the BRP Sierra Madre, a Philippine Navy
transport ship, based in the Second Thomas
Shoal, by shooting water cannons at Phil-
ippine Coast Guard vessels and using mili-
tary-grade lasers to blind its crew;

Whereas, on April 3, 2023, the Biden admin-
istration announced plans today to expand
the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Arrange-
ment to include four new sites to strengthen
interoperability and allow the United States
and the Philippines to better address shared
challenges in the Indo-Pacific region;

Whereas, on August 5, 2023, the United
States Department of State reaffirmed that
“an armed attack on Philippine public ves-
sels, aircraft, and armed forces—including
those of its Coast Guard in the South China
Sea—would invoke U.S. mutual defense com-
mitments under Article IV of the 1951 U.S.
Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty’’;

Whereas, on October 22, 2023, the Chinese
Coast Guard rammed a Philippines Coast
Guard cutter escorting supplies to the Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal within the Philippines ex-
clusive economic zone;
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Whereas, on April 11, 2024, the leaders of
Japan, the Philippines, and the United
States held a trilateral summit in Wash-
ington, D.C., to expand trilateral coopera-
tion and bolster a free and open Indo-Pacific
and an international order based on inter-
national law; and

Whereas, on June 17, 2024, PRC vessels
tried to deny the Philippines from lawfully
delivering humanitarian supplies to service
members stationed at the BRP Sierra Madre
through the dangerous use of water cannons,
ramming, blocking maneuvers, and towing
which damaged Philippine vessels and in-
jured Philippine service members: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms the United States unwavering
commitment to invoke its Mutual Defense
Treaty with the Philippines if an armed at-
tack against the Philippines assets, includ-
ing those of the Philippine Coast Guard, is
committed in the South China Sea;

(2) calls on the United States and Phil-
ippines to conduct more joint patrols in the
South China Sea, including with other like-
minded partners, to underscore the impor-
tance of freedom of navigation and over-
flight;

(3) firmly objects to the People’s Republic
of China’s false sovereignty claims to the
South China Sea;

(4) strongly condemns and calls on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China to cease its aggres-
sive and dangerous actions against Phil-
ippine vessels in the South China Sea;

(5) welcomes swift implementation of the
Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement to
ensure we adhere to our commitments to the
Philippine people, and to foster a free and
open Indo-Pacific for all;

(6) emphasizes that respecting the shared
values of democratic institutions, human
rights, and the rule of law, especially with
regard to the rights of trade unionists, jour-
nalists, human rights defenders, critics of
the Government, faith and religious leaders,
and civil society activists, will strengthen
the alliance between the United States and
the Philippines; and

(7) reaffirms the United States unwavering
commitment to invoke its Mutual Defense
Treaty with the Philippines, in accordance
with constitutional processes, if an armed
attack against the Philippines assets, includ-
ing those of the Philippine Coast Guard, is
committed in the South China Sea.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H. Res. 837, a resolution that
reaffirms the enduring partnership be-
tween the United States and the Phil-
ippines.

This resolution is a testament to the
deep-rooted bonds of friendship, shared
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values, and mutual interests that have
defined our relationship for over a cen-
tury.

The Philippines is not only a close
ally in the Asia-Pacific region, but also
a vital partner in promoting peace, sta-
bility, and prosperity.

Our two nations share a long history
of cooperation from the fight for free-
dom during World War II to our joint
efforts in addressing global challenges
today.

Whether it is combating terrorism,
the Chinese Communist Party’s aggres-
sion, or advancing trade, the U.S.-Phil-
ippines partnership is instrumental in
shaping a safer and more secure world.

In addition to our strategic alliance,
the Filipino-American community is
an invaluable bridge between the two
countries. More than 4 million Filipino
Americans contribute to the fabric of
America’s society, enriching our cul-
ture and economy.

Furthermore, this resolution strong-
ly condemns the People’s Republic of
China’s aggressive action against the
Philippine vessels in the South China
Sea. These provocative maneuvers
threaten the peace and stability of the
region and violate international law.

We stand in full support of the Phil-
ippines’ sovereignty over its territorial
waters and call on China to respect the
rights of all nations in the South China
Sea.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting H. Res. 837, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 837, which reaffirms the vital
partnership between the United States
and the Philippines. I thank Delegate
MOYLAN and Representative BOBBY
ScoTT for bringing forward this impor-
tant and timely resolution.

The relationship between our two de-
mocracies is more than just a long-
standing alliance; it is a cornerstone
for stability in the Indo-Pacific region.

Over the past year, Beijing has per-
sistently and illegally bullied the Phil-
ippines in the South China Sea. The
Chinese Coast Guard and maritime mi-
litia have intensified their harassment
of Philippine fishing vessels in con-
tested waters as well as within the
Philippines’ own exclusive economic
zone.

Chinese security forces have used
water cannons, wielded axes and ma-
chetes, engaged in ramming and block-
ing maneuvers, and interfered with hu-
manitarian supply missions of the
Philippine Coast Guard.

These actions are dangerous and un-
acceptable. Beijing’s military coercion
and provocation threaten the Phil-
ippines’ sovereignty as well as peace
and stability in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion. Philippine President Marcos has
spoken passionately about the daily
harassment faced by his nation’s fish-
ermen and coast guard at the hands of
China’s maritime militia, coast guard,
and navy. His message has been clear:
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The Philippines need international sup-
port to uphold international law and
safeguard its sovereignty.

By passing this resolution today, we
are offering that support. Amidst Bei-
jing’s flagrant and irresponsible ac-
tions, H. Res. 837 makes clear that the
United States stands with the Phil-
ippines and reaffirms our commitment
to defending the Philippines in the
event of an armed attack against it.
The resolution also upholds the impor-
tance of freedom of navigation and the
rule of law on the seas, condemns the
PRC’s dangerous tactics, and rejects
its unlawful maritime claims.

Over the past 4 years, the Biden ad-
ministration has strengthened our alli-
ance with the Philippines. We have bol-
stered our interoperability with the
Philippines Armed Forces through a
vital expansion of the Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agreement to four
new sites.

The United States has also promoted
partner collaboration with the Phil-
ippines, principally by hosting Presi-
dent Marcos in D.C. for the inaugural
U.S.-Philippines-Japan Trilateral Sum-
mit and strengthening security coordi-
nation with Australia, Japan, and the
Philippines.
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Congress also did its part by passing
the critical National Security Supple-
mental earlier this year with funds for
our partners and allies in the Indo-Pa-
cific.

Passing this resolution advances
those efforts by reaffirming the alli-
ance, as well as our shared resolve to
uphold peace, stability, and the rule of
law in the region.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in supporting this important
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. ScoTT), the ranking member
of the House Committee on Education
and the Workforce and a strong sup-
porter of the bilateral relationship be-
tween the U.S. and the Philippines.

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in support of H. Res. 837
which reaffirms the ties between the
United States and the Philippines.

This resolution highlights the impor-
tant partnership between our two na-
tions and makes it clear that we will
firmly stand by our allies in the Indo-
Pacific region.

I also thank the gentleman from
Guam, Mr. MoOYLAN, for both leading
this resolution and for co-chairing the
U.S.-Philippines Friendship Caucus
with me.

Earlier this year, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with the President of
the Philippines, along with members of
the Philippine House of Representa-
tives, to discuss the important bilat-
eral relationship between our two
countries.
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These conversations between Mem-
bers of the United States Congress and
elected officials in the Philippines so-
lidify the bonds between our two na-
tions and help identify areas of mutual
interest and concern in the Indo-Pa-
cific region. In these discussions we
emphasized our shared vision of keep-
ing peace and freedom, particularly in
the South China Sea.

We are putting these goals into ac-
tion. Earlier this year, Congress passed
the Indo-Pacific Security Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, recom-
mending $500 million in foreign mili-
tary financing go to the Philippines.

Following the passage of the amend-
ment, Secretaries Blinken and Austin
announced $500 million in military
funding to help monetize the Phil-
ippines military and Coast Guard and
boost collaboration.

This resolution reaffirms the United
States’ commitment to invoke the 1951
U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Trea-
ty if Philippine assets are attacked in
the South China Sea and welcomes a
swift implementation of the Enhanced
Defense Cooperation Agreement.

I was pleased to see the Biden admin-
istration expand the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement to include four
new military training sites. This will
allow the United States and the Phil-
ippines to better address shared chal-
lenges in the Indo-Pacific region.

I look forward to continuing our
work to strengthen the ties between
our countries. I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Hawaii
(Mr. CASE), a very strong supporter of
our partners in the Pacific.

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, I join my
friend from Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and
my friend from North Carolina (Ms.
MANNING) and many colleagues in
strong support of H. Res. 837, reaffirm-
ing our country’s enduring ties with
the great Republic of the Philippines.

The strength of the U.S.-Philippines
relationship endures on a foundation of
shared heritage, history, and values,
from Filipinos being the first docu-
mented Asian ethnic group in North
America to the still-growing popu-
lation of Filipino Americans today,
numbering over 4.6 million, now the
third largest group of Asian descent in
our country, to our mutual vibrant de-
mocracies, and so much more.

In my own Hawaii, I am the very
proud Representative for the congres-
sional district with the highest number
of Filipino Americans of any district in
our country, some 204,000 today. For
over a century, we in Hawaii have had
experience in understanding how Ha-
waii and our Nation have greatly bene-
fited from the significant contributions
and accomplishments of our Filipino
community.

The U.S.-Philippines relationship has
perhaps never been as strong as it is
today, and it is these people-to-people
ties that are the foundation behind the
security partnership outlined in the
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1951 U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense
Treaty. It recognizes an attack in the
Pacific on either of us would endanger
the peace of both of us and that we
must act in concert to meet common
dangers.

This security relationship is critical
today, given continued aggression by
the People’s Republic of China in the
South China Sea and elsewhere in the
Indo-Pacific. This congressional reaf-
firmation comes on the heels of Sec-
retary of Defense Austin’s recent visit
to Palawan where he reaffirmed the
ironclad U.S. commitment to the Phil-
ippines and reiterated that the U.S.-
Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty ex-
tends to Armed Forces, public vessels,
and aircraft of both countries, includ-
ing those of the Coast Guard anywhere
in the South China Sea.

That is just one of many reasons why
the reaffirmation of our relationship
with the Philippines by this United
States Congress, as well as this resolu-
tion, is more important now than ever.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting our critical U.S.-Philippines
relationship. ‘“Thank you very much
and God bless,” ‘“‘Maraming salamat po
and Dios ti agngina.”

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the U.S.-Philippines al-
liance is imperative to both our secu-
rity and the security of the Indo-Pa-
cific region. Today, the Philippines is
on the front lines in Beijing’s attempts
to flout international law and upend
the status quo in the South China Sea.
As Philippine vessels face threat and
intimidation from Beijing, we must
work together to ensure that our
friends are not alone and that they do
not waver.

By agreeing to H. Res. 837, we can
send a clear message: The TUnited
States stands with the Philippines
against Beijing’s coercion and intimi-
dation as we work to maintain a free
and open Indo-Pacific.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
supporting H. Res. 837.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I thank Representative ScoTT for
leading this resolution with me and my
good friend, Mr. CASE, for his testi-
mony.

This resolution sends a clear mes-
sage: The United States stands firmly
with the people of the Philippines and
reaffirms our unwavering commitment
to invoke our Mutual Defense Treaty
with the Philippines in accordance
with constitutional processes.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H.R. 837.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
wish to underscore my strong support of H.
Res. 837 introduced by Mr. MOYLAN, our col-
league from Guam, on Reaffirming Ties Be-
tween the United States and the Philippines. It
is both timely and critical, as we see the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army Navy and the Chinese
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Coast Guard intrude on Philippines territorial
waters and engage in increasingly belligerent
and lawless behavior.

My one quibble with the Resolution is the
continued use of the term “South China Sea”
to refer to that term for the sea west of the
Philippines. Why not “West Philippines Sea,”
an important semantic change that rejects the
PRC'’s claims on Philippines territory and rein-
forces the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea arbitral panel ruling that the
PRC’s maritime territorial claims have no
basis?

Indeed, even the term in Chinese makes no
explicit reference to China. It is simply “South
Sea.”

We have seen repeated aggression by PLA
naval and coast guard vessels in the West
Philippines Sea. We routinely see Filipino fish-
ing boats harassed and surrounded by a flo-
tilla of navy and coast guard vessels.

There was also an incident this past sum-
mer where a Chinese coast guard vessel en-
gaged in a piratical ramming attack against
Filipino vessels. Eight Filipino sailors were in-
jured, including one who lost his thumb.

The PLA Navy is playing a dangerous esca-
lation game. A war was once fought over a
sailor's severed ear—1739’s War of Jenkins’
Ear. Will a war now be fought over a severed
thumb?

Not if we are resolute. There is a quotation
attributed to Lenin: “You probe with bayonets:
if you find mush, you push. If you find steel,
you withdraw.”

This describes the strategy of the PLA
Navy. Probing with bayonets. Unfortunately,
up until now, they have only encountered
mush. Steely resolution is what is needed to
deter war.

It is my hope that the incoming Trump Ad-
ministration show resolve which sadly has
been lacking, including conducting naval exer-
cises in conjunction with our Philippines treaty
ally in the West Philippines Sea, and sending
ships to escort the Filipino navy in resupplying
Filipino sailors and Marines who are staffing
an outpost on the Second Thomas Shoal—
something that was bravely done just this past
week by our stalwart ally.

| thank Representative MOYLAN for his reso-
lution, underscoring this House’s resolve to
stand by an ally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 837, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACTIONS OF
THE RAPID SUPPORT FORCES
AND ALLIED MILITIAS IN THE

DARFUR REGION OF SUDAN
AGAINST NON-ARAB ETHNIC
COMMUNITIES AS ACTS OF
GENOCIDE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1328) recognizing
the actions of the Rapid Support
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Forces and allied militias in the Darfur
region of Sudan against non-Arab eth-
nic communities as acts of genocide.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 1328

Whereas Article II of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide (in this preamble referred to as
the ‘‘Genocide Convention’), adopted at
Paris on December 9, 1948, defines genocide
as ‘‘any of the following acts committed
with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial or religious group,
as such: (a) Killing members of the group; (b)
Causing serious bodily or mental harm to
members of the group; (¢c) Deliberately in-
flicting on the group conditions of life cal-
culated to bring about its physical destruc-
tion in whole or in part; (d) Imposing meas-
ures intended to prevent births within the
group; (e) Forcibly transferring children of
the group to another group’’;

Whereas the genocide that began in 2003 in
Darfur perpetrated by the Government of
Sudan and its proxy Janjaweed militia, ex-
plicitly targeting the Fur, Zaghawa, and
Masalit ethnic communities through mass
killings, forced displacement, the razing of
villages and cropland, widespread rape, aer-
ial bombings of civilians, and the blocking of
humanitarian assistance, killed at least
200,000 civilians and displaced 2,000,000 peo-
ple;

Whereas, on July 22, 2004, Congress de-
clared, with the passage of House Concurrent
Resolution 467 (108th Congress) and Senate
Concurrent Resolution 133 (108th Congress),
that atrocities occurring in Darfur were
genocide, and the administration of Presi-
dent George W. Bush declared genocide in
Darfur on September 9, 2004;

Whereas, in 2013, the Government of
Sudan, under the administration of the Na-
tional Intelligence and Security Service
(NISS) and the command of the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF), formed the Rapid Sup-
port Forces (RSF), a formal paramilitary
force composed primarily of Janjaweed mili-
tia;

Whereas Mohamed Hamdan Dagalo (com-
monly known as ‘‘Hemedti’’), a Janjaweed
militia leader during the genocide in Darfur
that began in 2003, served as head of the RSF
and became the deputy head of the Transi-
tional Military Council, which took power
from the President of Sudan Omar al-Bashir
in 2019, and the deputy chairman of the suc-
cessor Sovereign Council;

Whereas the elevation of individuals who
served in leadership of the parties respon-
sible for such genocide, including Hemedti
and General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan of the
SAF, into leadership roles in the transition
government in 2019 only heightened the risk
of atrocities recurring across Sudan, includ-
ing genocide in Darfur;

Whereas fighting between the SAF and the
RSF broke out in Khartoum on April 15, 2023,
and quickly spread to Darfur, where the RSF
has taken control of four of five regional
capitals in Darfur: Nyala, Geneina, Zalingei,
and El Daein;

Whereas, on August 16, 2023, CNN issued an
investigative report on the June 15, 2023,
atrocity in El Geneina, the capital of West
Darfur, describing the atrocity as ‘‘one of
the most violent incidents in the genocide-
scarred Sudanese region’s history’’, explain-
ing how ‘‘the powerful paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces and its allied militias hunted
down non-Arab people in various parts of the
city . . . reviving a genocidal playbook”, and
in which survivors reported that identifying
as Masalit ‘‘was a death sentence’’;
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Whereas, on November 3, 2023, the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights stated, ‘“We are deeply
alarmed by reports that women and girls are
being abducted and held in inhuman, degrad-
ing slave-like conditions in areas controlled
by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) in
Darfur’’;

Whereas, on November 14, 2023, the United
Nations Special Adviser on the Prevention of
Genocide, Alice Wairimu Nderitu, expressed
extreme concern with the ‘‘serious allega-
tions of mass killings” in Ardamata, which
“may constitute acts of genocide’’, citing re-
ports that the violence killed more than 800
people and displaced 8,000 Sudanese individ-
uals to Chad;

Whereas, on December 6, 2023, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken determined that, since
the fighting between the SAF and the RSF
began on April 15, 2023, Sudan has experi-
enced war crimes, crimes against humanity,
and ethnic cleansing in ‘‘haunting echoes of
the genocide that began almost 20 years ago
in Darfur”, including Masalit civilians being
“hunted down and left for dead in the
streets, their homes set on fire, and told that
there is no place in Sudan for them’’;

Whereas a December 15, 2023, Reuters spe-
cial investigative report detailed the tar-
geted Killing of Masalit men and boys by the
RSF, about which an emergency protection
officer for the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees explained that ‘‘the ob-
jective of the killings seems to be the elimi-
nation of future fighters as well as the line
of ancestry of a specific ethnic group’’, refer-
ring to the Masalit people;

Whereas the RSF has killed Masalit polit-
ical and traditional leaders in El Geneina,
West Darfur, including Khamis Abdullah
Abbakar, the Governor of West Darfur, and
Farsha Mohamed Arbab, a prominent leader
of the Masalit Sultanate;

Whereas, on May 9, 2024, Human Rights
Watch reported that attacks by the RSF and
allied militias in El Geneina, the capital city
of Sudan’s West Darfur state, killed thou-
sands of people and left hundreds of thou-
sands as refugees, from April to November
2023;

Whereas there is significant evidence of
widespread, systematic actions against the
non-Arab ethnic communities of Darfur, in-
cluding the Masalit people, committed by
the RSF and allied militias that meet one or
more of the criteria under Article II of the
Genocide Convention, including—

(1) killing members of the non-Arab ethnic
communities in Darfur in mass killings of ci-
vilians, including summary executions in the
streets and shootings of civilians fleeing
across the Wadi Kaja river and to the Chad
border, targeted killings of men and boys,
targeted killings of Masalit leaders, and bur-
ials in mass graves;

(2) causing serious bodily or mental harm
to members of such communities, including
through extrajudicial detention, torture and
beatings, extortion, sexual and gender-based
violence, mass rape, sexual slavery, and
forced displacement; and

(3) deliberately inflicting on such commu-
nities conditions of life calculated to bring
about their physical destruction in whole or
in part, including the annihilation of vil-
lages, targeted attacks on marketplaces and
schools, widespread destruction of civilian
infrastructure and telecommunication, the
looting of homes and hospitals, assaults on
camps for displaced persons, the destruction
of humanitarian facilities, the killing of aid
workers, and restrictions on humanitarian
aid and access; and

Whereas credible descriptions of the RSF’s
objective of elimination of the line of ances-
try of the non-Arab tribes of Darfur, sur-
vivors’ statements reporting that identifying
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as Masalit is a death sentence, and reports
that the RSF made clear that there is no
place in Sudan for the Masalit, against the
backdrop of the prior genocide in Darfur,
evince a specific intent on the part of the
RSF to destroy the Masalit and other non-
Arab ethnic groups in Darfur in whole or in
substantial part: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns atrocities, including those
that amount to genocide, being committed
by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and al-
lied militias against the Masalit people and
other non-Arab ethnic groups in Darfur, and
the roles of the RSF and Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) in perpetrating atrocities, hu-
manitarian catastrophe, and the destruction
of Sudan;

(2) calls for an immediate end to the war
and all violence and atrocities in Sudan;

(3) urges the Government of the United
States—

(A) to take immediate steps with the inter-
national community, including through mul-
tilateral fora, to protect civilians, including
by establishing safe zones and humanitarian
corridors, enforcing the United Nations Se-
curity Council arms embargo on Darfur, and
brokering a comprehensive cease-fire be-
tween the warring parties in Sudan;

(B) to support the consistent and trans-
parent documentation of atrocities and geno-
cidal acts in Sudan by instituting a mecha-
nism that will, to the greatest extent pos-
sible, publicly release such documentation
on a consistent and regular basis;

(C) to immediately identify mechanisms
through which to fund local, community-
based organizations that are currently pro-
viding nonlethal assistance to the Sudanese
people in conflict-affected areas that tradi-
tional implementing partners cannot reach,
including for the delivery of food, medical
aid, and shelter to individuals impacted by
the war in Sudan; and

(D) to review and update the atrocities de-
termination for Sudan every 180 days for 3
years from enactment;

(4) supports tribunals and international
criminal investigations to hold the RSF and
allied militias accountable for war crimes,
crimes against humanity, and genocide; and

(5) calls on the Atrocity Prevention Task
Force to conduct a comprehensive review of
its efforts to prevent, analyze, and respond
to atrocities in Sudan, in alignment with the
2022 United States Strategy to Anticipate,
Prevent, and Respond to Atrocities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on this measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 1328 recognizing the actions
of the Rapid Support Forces and allied
militias in the Darfur region of Sudan
against non-Arab ethnic communities
as acts of genocide.
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The war in Sudan has been raging
since April 2023. Sadly, the civilians of
Sudan have disproportionately paid the
toll with nearly 9 million people inter-
nally displaced.

While both the Rapid Support Forces
and Sudanese Armed Forces have com-
mitted atrocities during this conflict,
the Rapid Support Forces are reverting
to their old ways from 2003 and, once
again, committing genocide in Darfur.

Congress must act to declare this
genocide as such and stress our support
for the Sudanese people and urge a
swift end to the conflict.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Res. 1328, which condemns atroc-
ities in Sudan, including those that
amount to genocide.

I support this resolution because it is
imperative we turn the world’s atten-
tion to the dire situation unfolding in
Sudan. The scale of suffering there is
nothing short of horrific. It is the
world’s largest humanitarian crisis.
Yet, the response from the inter-
national community has been alarm-
ingly silent.

Since April 2023, the conflict between
the Rapid Support Forces and the Su-
danese Armed Forces has had dev-
astating consequences. The violence
has claimed up to 150,000 lives and
forced more than 14 million people to
flee their homes. According to reports
from the Integrated Food Security
Phase Classification, more than half of
Sudan’s population now faces severe
food insecurity, including some in
Darfur who are experiencing famine.

The humanitarian needs are esca-
lating by the day. Yet both the RSF
and SAF have systematically ob-
structed humanitarian efforts. It is a
moral outrage.

This resolution takes a firm stand
against the atrocities that have come
to define this conflict, including war
crimes, ethnic cleansing, and crimes
against humanity. It also condemns
acts of violence that may amount to
genocide, especially against the
Masalit people and other non-Arab eth-
nic communities in Darfur.

The evidence of wide-ranging atroc-
ities being committed in Sudan is over-
whelming. We cannot turn a blind eye.
It is essential that we hold those re-
sponsible to account for such crimes.
That is why we have called on the ad-
ministration to take decisive action,
urging a determination under the Glob-
al Magnitsky Human Rights Account-
ability Act for gross violations of
human rights by the RSF.

Last December, Secretary Blinken
rightfully acknowledged that ethnic
cleansing, war crimes, and crimes
against humanity are being committed
in Sudan. The United States has taken
steps to sanction those fueling this
conflict, including new sanctions on an
RSF commander just last week.
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However, more needs to be done, in-
cluding by Congress, which is why my
colleagues are working currently on
additional legislative efforts to ensure
smarter sustained action to end this
crisis.

The resolution before us today urges
our government to continue updating
its assessment of the situation to en-
sure that the voices of the Sudanese
people are not lost in the fog of war.

It urges immediate steps to protect
civilians who are subjected to sexual
and gender-based violence, torture, and
murder by warring parties.

It is now time for other nations to
step up, too. Whether through in-
creased humanitarian aid, support for
documenting these heinous crimes, or
sanctions against those perpetrating
this violence, every effort counts.
Those who are providing material sup-
port to the warring parties, like the
UAE, Russia, and Iran, must imme-
diately stop prolonging the conflict.

Innocent civilians are dying every
day. We cannot afford to let Sudan’s
cries for help go unanswered. I urge my
colleagues to support this resolution
and, by doing so, to stand in solidarity
with the people of Sudan.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1330

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. JAMES), the chair of the Afri-
ca Subcommittee.

Mr. JAMES. Mr. Speaker, as chair-
man of the Africa Subcommittee of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, I
have time and time again brought at-
tention to the crises going on on the
African Continent while the rest of the
world looks the other way.

Mr. Speaker, where is the press?
Where are the celebrities? Silent.

Today, Sudan is the largest humani-
tarian crisis in the world, with close to
9 million people internally displaced.
Over 800,000 people face catastrophic
hunger. Sudanese civilians are scat-
tered around the region as they flee es-
calating violence by warring parties:
the RSF and SAF.

Diplomatic efforts have failed, and
the war rages in Khartoum and Darfur,
where an abundance of evidence points
to genocide being committed by RSF
forces against the Masalit and likely
against other non-Arab communities,
as well.

In West Darfur, the RSF has system-
atically targeted the Masalit ethnic
group. From April to June 2023, up to
15,000 people were killed in a series of
coordinated attacks. Survivors said
they were targeted explicitly because
they were Masalit, according to a re-
port compiled by the Raoul Wallenberg
Center for Human Rights. The RSF has
attacked, burned, and destroyed
homes, entire villages, IDP camps, and
shelters that primarily hosted Masalit
people.

The governor of West Darfur was exe-
cuted by the RSF shortly after he pub-
licly decried the ongoing genocide,
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calling for international intervention
to protect the remaining population.

My resolution will formally declare
the atrocities committed by the RSF
and their allied militia as acts of geno-
cide. For far too long, the world has
stood by as we watch a repeat of his-
tory and as external actors, including
the UAE, Russia, and Iran, fuel the
slaughter of innocents and the rape of
women and children without repercus-
sion.

In 2003, the Government of Sudan and
its proxy, Janjaweed militia, explicitly
targeted the non-Arab Fur, Zaghawa,
and Masalit ethnic communities
through mass killings, forced displace-
ment, destruction of farms, horrific vi-
olence against women and girls, aerial
bombings of civilians, and the blocking
of humanitarian assistance. Today, the
RSF, formed out of these elements of
the Janjaweed militia, continues and is
using the exact same playbook.

In 2004, it was Congress that took the
lead to bring attention to these hei-
nous acts. President George W. Bush’s
administration followed by declaring
genocide in Darfur. By September 2004,
we had executed. The Bush administra-
tion and Congress were clear-eyed in
addressing the plight of the Sudanese
people.

Sadly, today, President Biden has
failed the Sudanese people and has left
another part of the world on fire for
President Trump’s new administration.
For now, Congress will again take the
lead.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support passage of H. Res. 1328, which
passed out of committee on a unani-
mous, bipartisan basis.

The evidence is clear. The RSF’s ac-
tions are unequivocally amounting to
genocide and must be declared as such.
The press must do their duty to the
world and report on this heinous geno-
cide and crime against humanity or
they are failing in their mandate. They
cannot talk about defending freedom of
speech if they do not defend the lives of
people in Darfur.

Mr. Speaker, I call on all parties and
their backers to bring an end to this
devastating war. We, for our part, in a
bipartisan manner, will do everything
we can to support the Sudanese people
without delay.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purpose of closing.

It is imperative that the U.S. takes
this firm stance against the crimes
against humanity waged by the Rapid
Support Forces, their allied militias,
and the Sudanese Armed Forces.

What is happening in Sudan right
now, as I speak, is the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis. Famine, food inse-
curity, death, and destruction linger
over millions of people.

This resolution recounts only some
of the significant documented evidence
of the Sudanese people’s plight. While
its passage is just one small step, it is
a critical one. It sends a clear message:
The world is watching, and we will not
stand idle in the face of such suffering.
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Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues
will join me in supporting H. Res. 1328,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time for the
purpose of closing.

The current administration has been
derelict in their duty to act, failing to
declare the Rapid Support Forces’ ac-
tions as genocide. Congress must stand
on the right side of history and strong-
ly support an end to the conflict. The
Sudanese people cannot wait any
longer.

I thank the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. JAMES) for introducing this
resolution, which passed the Foreign
Affairs Committee on a bipartisan,
unanimous vote.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 1328, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FLOoOD). The question is on the motion
offered by the gentleman from Guam
(Mr. MOYLAN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 1328.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

CONDEMNING THE GLOBAL RISE
OF ANTISEMITISM AND CALLING
UPON COUNTRIES AND INTER-
NATIONAL BODIES TO COUNTER
ANTISEMITISM

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 1449) condemning
the global rise of antisemitism and

calling upon countries and inter-
national bodies to counter anti-
semitism.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.
The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:
H. RES. 1449

Whereas antisemitism is a threat to the
fundamental freedoms, rights, security, and
diversity of all citizens, societies, and coun-
tries;

Whereas there has been an increase of
antisemitic rhetoric and acts in many coun-
tries around the world;

Whereas, in the months since the October
7, 2023, Hamas terrorist attack against
Israel, Jewish communities around the world
have experienced a significant increase in
antisemitic threats;

Whereas, in the Berlin Declaration of April
29, 2004, participating states of the Organiza-
tion for Security and co-operation in Europe
condemned antisemitism and committed to
take specific actions to combat it;

Whereas, in 2016, the 31 member states of
the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance adopted a legally nonbinding
‘“working definition” of antisemitism, an
important internationally recognized tool to
increase understanding of antisemitism;

Whereas, on May 25, 2023, the White House
issued the United States National Strategy
to Counter Antisemitism, making clear that
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the fight against antisemitism is a national,
bipartisan priority that must be successfully
conducted through a whole-of-government-
and-society approach;

Whereas, on July 17, 2024, in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, the United States and partners
unveiled the Global Guidelines for Coun-
tering Antisemitism;

Whereas the Global Guidelines constitute a
multilateral framework encompassing 12
areas of public policy, including: Jewish
community protection, the need for leaders
to speak out against antisemitism, uniform
collection of data about antisemitism, and
education of the Holocaust and Jewish herit-
age;

Whereas the Global Guidelines include
policies to monitor and combat antisemitism
that can be implemented and adapted to a
wide variety of national, regional, and cul-
tural contexts; and

Whereas more than 40 states and inter-
national bodies have endorsed the Global
Guidelines for Countering Antisemitism:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) condemns the rise of antisemitism in
countries around the world;

(2) welcomes the Global Guidelines for
Countering Antisemitism unveiled by the
United States and partners in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, on July 17, 2024;

(3) calls upon states and international bod-
ies to take action to counter antisemitism,
including by endorsing and embracing the
Global Guidelines for Countering Anti-
semitism; and

(4) encourages greater action and inter-
national cooperation to counter anti-
semitism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, coordi-
nated mobs roamed the streets of Am-
sterdam, attacking Israelis in town for
a soccer match, in a chilling, premedi-
tated assault. Dozens of people were in-
jured, and scores were running and hid-
ing in fear.

The anti-Semitic, anti-Israel attack
is the latest terrifying development in
a global spike in anti-Semitic, anti-
Israel vitriol since October 7. We have
seen it here in the United States on our
college campuses, at local synagogues,
and even a few miles from us in the Na-
tion’s Capital, where a Kkosher res-
taurant had its windows smashed ear-
lier this month.

The European Union Agency for Fun-
damental Rights documented a 400 per-
cent increase in anti-Semitic activity
since Hamas’ October 7, 2023, assault on
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Israel. The European Union also found
that 96 percent of Jews encountered
anti-Semitism in their daily lives.

Countering anti-Semitism needs to
be a top priority at home and abroad.
We need to be honest with ourselves
and recognize that it is happening and
that our solutions so far have been in-
sufficient to stop this rising tide of
hate.

We need to work with our partners to
respond quickly and effectively to pro-
tect Jewish people in our countries and
communities from violence. This is
why we are considering Representative
MANNING and Representative SMITH’s
bipartisan resolution condemning the
global rise of anti-Semitism and call-
ing upon countries to counter anti-
Semitism.

For decades, when we talked about
the Holocaust, the world said: ‘‘Never
again.”

The events of last week in Amster-
dam and around the globe in the last
year prove that we have failed Jews
around the world. We failed to recog-
nize the potency of this hate, and we
have failed to keep them safe.

This resolution is our demonstration
of our intent to remedy this problem
and to live up to our promise.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
continue to support H. Res. 1449, and 1
reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to rise in strong support of H.
Res. 1449, a bipartisan House resolution
I introduced with my dear friend, Con-
gressman CHRIS SMITH of New Jersey,
supporting global efforts to counter
anti-Semitism.

It has been an honor to serve along-
side Representative SMITH as a co-chair
of the House Bipartisan Task Force for
Combating Antisemitism.

I thank House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee Chairman McCAUL and Ranking
Member GREG MEEKS for their leader-
ship and support in advancing this im-
portant measure through committee
and to the House floor.

Mr. Speaker, we know that anti-Sem-
itism is on the rise around the world.
We know what a threat this is not just
to the Jewish community but also to
democracies around the world and to
the very fabric of our own societies.

Today, not even 80 years since the
liberation of Auschwitz, anti-Semitism
has grown, taken on new forms, and
spread to more parts of the world. As
we have seen since the Hamas terrorist
attack of October 7, 2023, the single
deadliest day for Jews since the Holo-
caust, anti-Semitism around the world
has skyrocketed.

That explosion of anti-Semitism
started on October 8, long before the
IDF went into Gaza. In fact, it started
while Hamas terrorists were still in
Israel, attacking innocent civilians.

We saw shocking anti-Semitism rear
its ugly head in Amsterdam earlier this
month, where a violent mob planned a
coordinated attack on Jews who at-
tended a soccer match with an Israeli
soccer team. It is deeply chilling that
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this attack happened around the 86th
anniversary of Kristallnacht, and as
the specter of violence against Jews in
Europe rises again. It is equally
chilling that the perpetrators of that
violence live streamed their atrocities.

Here in the United States, FBI data
shows that anti-Jewish hate crimes in-
creased in 2023 by nearly 63 percent
from 2022, totaling the highest number
recorded in almost three decades. We
are talking about violence, destruc-
tion, and the murder of Jews in this
country simply because they are Jews.

Jewish Americans make up only 2
percent of the U.S. population, yet
anti-Semitic hate crimes account for
more than 15 percent of all hate crimes
reported by the FBI and two-thirds of
all religious-based hate crimes.

Even though we face a significant
global challenge, we must not despair.
We must take action. We must con-
tinue to make progress in the fight
against anti-Semitism through resolu-
tions like this one.

In 2004, the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe, the OSCE,
acknowledged that anti-Semitism as-
sumed new forms and posed a new
threat to security and stability in the
region.

In 2016, the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance built inter-
national consensus around a valuable
working definition of anti-Semitism.

In recent years, many countries
around the world have appointed spe-
cial envoys or coordinators or ad-
vanced national strategies to deal with
the rise of hate against Jews.

In 2021, Congress passed—and Presi-
dent Trump signed into law—Dbipar-
tisan, bicameral legislation to elevate
the position of U.S. Special Envoy to
the rank of ambassador.

In 2023, the Biden administration
issued the first-ever ‘U.S. National
Strategy to Counter Antisemitism.”
This July, in Buenos Aires, Argentina,
Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt unveiled
the Global Guidelines for Countering
Antisemitism, a new landmark inter-
national framework for acting against
anti-Semitism, which countries around
the world can sign on to and embrace.
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I commend my good friend, Ambas-
sador Lipstadt, and her team at the
State Department for their excellent
work on these guidelines. We now have
a multilateral international frame-
work that can provide guidance to
other governments and to our own em-
bassies about our shared obligation and
responsibility to counter anti-Semi-
tism.

This includes clearly and unequivo-
cally condemning anti-Semitism, pro-
viding physical protection and security
for Jewish communities, enforcing hate
crimes laws, and educating future gen-
erations about the Holocaust and the
long history of conspiracy theories and
hate targeting Jews.

I am pleased that more than 40 coun-
tries and international bodies have al-
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ready endorsed these guidelines, and
we are working hard to make sure that
more countries in different regions join
them in the coming months.

H. Res. 1449 condemns the rise of
anti-Semitism in many countries
around the world, expresses our sup-
port for the global guidelines and other
international efforts to counter anti-
Semitism, and it calls on more coun-
tries around the world to endorse and
embrace these guidelines.

I thank our colleagues on both sides
of the aisle for their support. What we
are doing today is just the start, but
we must do more. I deeply appreciate
the leadership on both sides of the aisle
and the commitment to this issue.

Before coming to Congress, I was for-
tunate to be involved in efforts to pro-
tect Jewish communities around the
world for decades. Working together to
make real progress in this fight, and on
an issue where we can find agreement,
has been a real highlight in my career
and my time in Congress.

Mr. Speaker, anti-Semitism is wrong.
It is dangerous. It deserves to be con-
demned, countered, and eradicated by
all governments around the world.
That is the purpose of our bipartisan
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to join me in supporting this bipartisan
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the chair of the
Subcommittee on Global Health, Glob-
al Human Rights and International Or-
ganizations.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I thank MICHAEL McCAUL, our
chairman, for very quickly bringing
this important resolution to the floor
along with the great support of GREG-
ORY MEEKS, the ranking member.

I especially thank KATHY MANNING
for authoring this extraordinarily
timely resolution condemning the des-
picable rise of anti-Semitism around
the world and calling on our inter-
national organizations and countries to
embrace the global guidelines for coun-
tering anti-Semitism.

KATHY has done a wonderful job. It
has been a privilege to serve with her
as co-chair of the House Bipartisan
Task Force for Combating Anti-Semi-
tism. This resolution says it all. I
thank her for doing it and doing it so
well.

I want to make a few points. One, the
spiritual cancer of anti-Semitism is
metastasizing, not only in our country,
but in many countries as well, at a rate
that is both shocking and sickening.
The evidence of it is everywhere, in-
cluding in our college campuses and
university campuses—and just not Har-
vard and NYU. In my own State at
Rutgers University, I was there when
people were camping out, and I was ac-
costed verbally by some people. The
hatred was just pouring out of their
lips and their eyes. The hatred for Jews
is unconscionable.
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Of course, one of the most recent hor-
rors, as was pointed out, was the Am-
sterdam pogrom earlier this month,
the horrific mob assault on Israeli soc-
cer fans.

It was repulsive on at least two lev-
els. First, the brutal evil of the
attackers themselves, but also the so-
called respectable opinion-makers who
just said: Oh, they shifted the blame.
This is all about anti-immigrant senti-
ment or prejudice and even Israel.

Natan Sharansky is one of the great-
est human rights individuals who has
ever lived. I had him testify at two
hearings. I tried to visit him and actu-
ally was in Perm Camp 35 in the 1980s
where the Soviet Union had housed
him. Frank Wolf and I went there.

When he got out, he came and testi-
fied, and he said: You know, if you
don’t chronicle the hatred—and that is
included in these global guidelines—
you can’t combat it. It must be defined
very clearly, especially by law enforce-
ment, so it is not just brushed off as
hooliganism or other kinds of things.
You need to define it, and to do so with
specificity.

He also talked about the three Ds
that we are seeing manifesting vis-a-
vis Israel every day of the week, and
that is demonization, double standard,
delegitimization, those three Ds. He
talked about that and said that is a
cover for anti-Semitism. Disagree with
Knesset all you want or with
Netanyahu, but once you lower your-
selves into those—we see it at the U.N.
every day.

I chaired four hearings this Congress
alone, more than three dozen over the
years, combating anti-Semitism about
how the U.N. is rife—including the U.N.
Human Rights Council—with anti-Sem-
itism. It is just unbelievable how bad it
is.
UNRWA is filled, overflowing with
Hamas sympathizers and Hamas activ-
ists who teach children each day of the
week to hate Jews and to kill. Just
read the Hamas charter. It says: If you
see a Jew behind a rock, kill him or
her. That is what is being funded by
the U.S. Government and funded—not
right this minute—but it has been
funded in the recent past. We should
never do it again.

Let me also say that the guidelines—
and I encourage every Member to read
them—are very simple. They parallel
the OSCE Conference that was held in
2002 and then the Berlin Conference in
2004. The idea of the conference came
out of a hearing I chaired in 2002. I rec-
ommended it, and the OSCE took it up.
The Bush administration took it up,
and that conference had the Berlin
Declaration in 2004. Rabbi Baker from
the AJC did a masterful job—and a few
others, but especially him—in
wordsmithing a tremendous action
plan. Of course, these global guidelines
certainly parallel that—and as men-
tioned, certainly Ambassador Lipstadt.

Just for the record, I authored that
legislation. We got it passed here in a
bipartisan way, and it took months,
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years for the U.S. Senate to take it up.
They finally did and the Ambassador at
Large of the Special Envoy, Ambas-
sador Lipstadt, is doing a magnificent
job.

Silence is not an option. We know it.
In the fight against anti-Semitism we
need government at all levels to de-
nounce, chronicle, and prosecute where
these thoughts matriculate into evil
deeds.

We know that if you just stand by
idly, you are enabling. You need to call
it out. This is a very fine resolution,
and I thank Ms. MANNING for authoring
it. It calls out this anti-Semitism and
says stop it.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume for
the purposes of closing.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I thank my
dear friend and colleague, Representa-
tive CHRIS SMITH, for not just his work,
but his passion on this critically im-
portant issue and his work for many,
many years to combat anti-Semitism. I
greatly value our friendship.

Mr. Speaker, throughout history, the
persecution, expulsion, torture, and
murder of Jews has not just destroyed
Jews and their vibrant communities, it
has brought decay and destruction to
the countries that have committed
those atrocities.

Sadly, we are seeing that happen
today, even as we see Jews being
blamed for their own destruction by
their evil perpetrators. We must learn
from history.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution con-
demns the frightening rise of anti-Sem-
itism we are seeing today across the
world in civilized communities. This
resolution calls on countries around
the globe to take specific actions to
combat anti-Semitism by endorsing
and embracing the landmark Global
Guidelines for Countering Anti-Semi-
tism.

Throughout history, as Jews were
persecuted and tormented and expelled
and murdered, those acts were per-
petrated, fermented, and allowed by
governments. Today, we have a dif-
ferent scenario because here in the
United States, our government is
standing firm against anti-Semitism
and joining in the fight to combat anti-
Semitism.

With these guidelines, we ask coun-
tries around the globe, we ask their
governments, to join us in combating
this horrific rise of anti-Semitism.

Once again, I thank my Republican
cosponsor, CHRIS SMITH, for his leader-
ship and for his bipartisan cooperation.
I thank all of the leadership and my
colleagues on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as well as the leadership in
Congress for bringing this resolution so
swiftly to the House floor for a vote.

Now, more than ever, the United
States and countries around the world
must stand strong and must stand to-
gether in the fight against anti-Semi-
tism and all forms of hatred. I urge my
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colleagues to stand up and stand with
me in supporting H. Res. 1449.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues,
Ms. MANNING and Mr. SMITH, for this
important, timely, and bipartisan reso-
lution. It is critically important that
we speak with one voice in countering
anti-Semitism.

We have been fighting against this
hatred for centuries. We can only make
progress if we work together.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 1449, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Guam (Mr.
MOYLAN) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 1449.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

URGING THE GOVERNMENT OF
UKRAINE TO REVIEW AND MOD-
IFY ITS DECISION TO SUSPEND
ADOPTION BY FOREIGN NATION-
ALS WITH A VIEW TO RESUMING
SUCH ADOPTIONS

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H. Res. 915) urging the Gov-
ernment of Ukraine to review and mod-
ify its decision to suspend adoption by
foreign nationals with a view to resum-
ing such adoptions, particularly in
cases where the mutual concerns of the
Governments of Ukraine and of the
United States can be substantially ad-
dressed.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 915

Whereas adoption, including the adoption
of child nationals of one country by adult
nationals from another country, can be a
profoundly beneficial way to unite children
in need of parents with families that are
eager and able to open their hearts and
homes to children, providing the benefit of a
permanent family to children who are or-
phaned or whose biological parents are oth-
erwise unable to care for them;

Whereas adoptions require government
safeguards to insure that they promote the
best interest of the child and in order to pre-
vent the abduction, sale, exploitation, or
trafficking of children;

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has
not acceded to the Hague Convention on
Intercountry Adoption, and the cir-
cumstances of Russia’s unprovoked war
against Ukraine render its accession cur-
rently difficult;
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Whereas, since at least 1992, the Govern-
ment of Ukraine has facilitated the adoption
of Ukrainian children by United States citi-
zens through its domestic law and process,
and in the ensuing decades both Ukraine and
the United States demonstrated that they
shared the concern to protect and ensure the
best interests of the child;

Whereas, as a direct result of the Russian
Federation’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine
in February 2022, the Government of Ukraine
temporarily suspended any adoption pro-
ceedings and protocols for the placement or
adoption of its children with foreign nation-
als, on March 13, 2022;

Whereas the Government of Ukraine had
very significant reasons to suspend inter-
country adoption in March 2022, including
that it was faced with the urgent and tem-
porary displacement of Ukrainian children,
including those who had been previously
placed in institutional settings and orphan-
ages, and the impossibility or extraordinary
difficulty of conducting official business to
protect and ensure the best interests of the
child while under the shock of invasion and
occupation of Ukrainian territory;

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has
substantially restored its ability to conduct
official business, including resuming the
process of adoptions by Ukrainian nationals
since May 31, 2022; and

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has
not lifted its suspension of the processing of
adoptions by foreign nationals, including
United States citizens, nor has it identified a
time-frame or protocol for doing so: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) urges the Government of Ukraine to re-
view and modify its decision to suspend
adoptions and preadoptive placements of
Ukrainian children by United States citi-
zens, and to actually and in good faith re-
sume such adoptions in cases where the mu-
tual concerns of the Government of the
United States and of Ukraine to protect and
ensure the best interests of the child can be
substantially addressed;

(2) recommends as particularly urgent
cases in which prospective adoptive United
States parents have already complied with
the requirements under Ukrainian domestic
law for the adoption of Ukrainian children
and that process has confirmed the legit-
imacy of the adoptability of these children,
and cases in which the prospective adoptive
United States parents have completed the
process set forth under domestic Ukrainian
law and have had their dossiers vetted and
approved by the Ukrainian Government be-
fore the suspension of the adoptions by for-
eign nations on March 13, 2022;

(3) recommends that in those cases in
which Ukrainian children had already par-
ticipated in ‘‘hosting’ programs facilitated
by the Government of Ukraine and placed
with individual families within the United
States prior to the suspension of adoptions
by foreign nationals, that regarding those
children which have already been determined
by the Ukrainian Government to be legally
adoptable, the United States parents be per-
mitted to initiate the process for adoption
and be permitted to receive the preadoptive
placement of such children during the
Ukrainian domestic adoption process; and

(4) recommends that in those cases in
which Ukrainian children had already par-
ticipated in ‘‘hosting” programs facilitated
by the Government of Ukraine and placed
with individual families within the United
States prior to the suspension of adoptions
by foreign nationals, that regarding those
children whose status regarding legal adopt-
ability remains uncertain at this time, the
United States parents be permitted to make
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application to receive such children in
preadoptive placements until the Ukrainian
Government either establishes their adopt-
ability or locates or identifies their biologi-
cal parents.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. MAN-
NING) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Guam.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Guam?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on February 24, 2022,
Russia launched a brutal, unprovoked,
full-scale invasion of Ukraine. In the
almost 3 years since that dark day,
Ukraine has suffered countless atroc-
ities committed by Vladimir Putin’s
forces.

Russian forces are responsible for
murdering more than 12,000 civilians
with millions more displaced. However,
Putin’s war of aggression has impacted
one demographic group the most,
Ukraine’s children.

Since the beginning of the war, over
500 children have been murdered by
Russian forces and over 19,000 Ukrain-
ian children have been forcibly ab-
ducted into Russia. According to the
National Social Service of Ukraine,
over 1,800 Ukrainian children have been
orphaned. These children belonged to
loving, caring families that were ripped
apart by Putin’s war of aggression.
They have been brutalized and trauma-
tized by almost 1,000 days of the most
horrific conflict that Europe has seen
in decades.

These children deserve a loving home
and a second chance at a happy life.
Thankfully, there are many families in
the United States who wish to welcome
these children with open arms.

On March 13, 2022, the Government of
Ukraine temporarily suspended adop-
tion proceedings and protocols for the
placement or adoption of its children
with foreign nationals.
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This decision was made in the best
interests of the children as the Ukrain-
ian Government struggled to conduct
official business under the shock of the
early days of the invasion. However,
since then, the government has sub-
stantially restored its ability to con-
duct official business.

This resolution urges the Govern-
ment of Ukraine to review and modify
its decision to suspend adoptions and
preadoptive placements of Ukrainian
children by U.S. citizens.

Recently, the Ukrainian Government
confirmed that they will process inter-
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country adoptions in limited cir-
cumstances and for persons who have
already received an official referral
from the National Social Service.

While this is a very positive step,
more can be done to work with the
Government of Ukraine to speed up
adoptions.

These children deserve a second
chance at life. American families stand
ready with open arms to provide a
healthy, safe, and stable environment
for these children.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues
to support this important resolution,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Res. 915, urging
the Government of Ukraine to review
and modify its decision to suspend
adoption by foreign nationals with a
view to resuming such adoptions, par-
ticularly in cases where the mutual
concerns of the Governments of
Ukraine and the United States can be
substantially addressed.

In the beginning of this Congress, my
colleague from Texas and chairman of
the Foreign Affairs Committee, Chair-
man MCCAUL, held a number of hear-
ings that underlined the evil actions
and aims of Russia’s war against
Ukraine. We looked at oversight issues,
questions regarding strategic goals,
and other aspects of U.S. support for
Ukraine. All of that committee work
was designed to shore up support for
the freedom of Ukrainians ahead of dif-
ficult decisions and difficult votes
about the United States’ support for
Ukraine’s sovereignty and its ability to
defend itself against wanton, unjusti-
fied Russian assaults.

One of the fundamental reasons to
support Ukraine in this war boils down
to truth and justice, whether we will
decry the depravity of Putin’s actions
in Ukraine or whether we will look
away. No other issue brings this better
into focus than the forcible transfer
and deportation of Ukraine’s children
to camps promoting indoctrination.
These are brutal war crimes, plain and
simple.

We were able to meet some of these
children who were able to escape Rus-
sia at a committee hearing, and it was
heartbreaking.

Due to Russia’s renewed war of ag-
gression, Ukraine limited intercountry
adoptions, including Americans seek-
ing to adopt Ukrainian children. On
June 1, 2023, the Government of
Ukraine amended its suspension of
adoptions by allowing relatives of or-
phaned children to adopt. Ukraine is
also processing intercountry adoptions
for persons who have already received
an official referral from its National
Social Service to adopt.

We must recognize the positive steps
that Ukraine has taken to permit
intercountry adoptions while pro-
moting the welfare and safety of
Ukrainian orphans. I commend the
Ukrainian Government and the Depart-
ment of State for working to address
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such concerns, including by allowing
American families the opportunity to
adopt Ukrainian children and provide
them a second chance at a life free of
the miseries of war.

Furthermore, in March 2024, the
United States, under President Biden’s
leadership, was proud to join the Inter-
national Coalition for the Return of
Ukrainian Children. The goal is to en-
sure the safe return of all Ukrainian
children who have been unlawfully de-
ported or forcibly transferred by Rus-
sia to Russia and to promote account-
ability for those responsible.

Unfortunately, this Russian war has
left Ukraine wounded, its families de-
stroyed, and its children orphaned. H.
Res. 915 paves the way for a path for-
ward, empowering the Department of
State to continue its diplomatic en-
gagements with the Ukrainian Min-
istry of Social Policy, the National So-
cial Service of Ukraine, and the
Ukrainian Embassy in Washington to
help provide these children with fami-
lies to help raise them.

I encourage my colleagues to join in
supporting this measure, in supporting
freedom and democracy for Ukraine,
its people and its children, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5
minutes to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. SMITH), the chair of the
Subcommittee on Global Health, Glob-
al Human Rights, and International
Organizations.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, when Russia launched its bru-
tal invasion of Ukraine on February 24,
2022, Matt and Deidre Gordon of New
Jersey were in the final stage of adopt-
ing Bogdan and Galena, an orphaned
brother and sister from Ukraine.

The Gordons had been vetted and ap-
proved as adoptive parents by both the
United States and Ukrainian Govern-
ments. They had a strong bond and re-
lationship, they had a deep love, and
they have a deep love for those two
children and had spent precious time
with them at their home in New Jer-
sey, including regular contact and two
long home stays totaling 5 months.

In March of 2022, however, during the
first weeks of the Russian invasion, the
Gordons had an appointment in Kyiv to
be officially matched with the kids. It
was at that point, however, that the
Ukrainian Government temporarily
suspended intercountry adoptions.

Arguably, the Government of
Ukraine had reasons to suspend some
adoptions, because of the fog of war
and the difficulty in doing the requisite
due diligence to safely and effectively
process new adoption requests, but the
Gordon case wasn’t new. Matt and
Deidre and many other Americans,
hundreds of Americans, were nearing
the end of the process when it all
grounded to a halt leaving, in this case,
these two children, and hundreds of
other children, stranded.

Because of their deep love for their
children, the Gordons have continued
to visit Bogdan and Galena, who are in
an institutional setting in Poland.
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Let me just say, I did contact and
wrote letters to President Zelenskyy,
and this one goes back to July, asking
for a remedy and to resolve this. We
didn’t even get an answer.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
my letter to President Zelenskyy.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
July 28, 2023.
His Excellency VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY,
President of Ukraine, Via: Oksana Markarova,
Ambassador, Washington, DC.

YOUR EXCELLENCY: I write to urge you to
review and modify your government’s deci-
sion to suspend intercountry adoptions from
Ukraine, particularly in cases in which the
adoptive Ukrainian children have already
participated in American homestays ap-
proved and facilitated by Ukrainian officials
before the suspension of the adoption process
on March 13, 2022.

Throughout my tenure in the U.S. Con-
gress, I have focused much of my work on
promoting human rights, freedom and de-
mocracy around the world, including sup-
porting democratic reform in Ukraine since
1991. Similarly, I have led numerous efforts
to secure the rights and dignity of children
across the world who, due to their age and
vulnerabilities, are often tragically ne-
glected and abused.

As the author of landmark legislation on
issues pertaining to children—including the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act, the
Sean and David Goldman International Child
Abduction Prevention and Return Act and
the International Megan’s Law to Prevent
Child Exploitation, as well as proposals that
increased federal tax incentives to help over-
come the upfront costs of adoption—I am
acutely aware of the complexity of issues
facing children internationally and the need
for government oversight of intercountry
adoption to fully ensure the ‘‘best interest of
the child”’ throughout the process.

Notwithstanding your government’s rea-
sons for initially suspending intercountry
adoptions in 2022, I now urge that Ukraine’s
Ministry of Social Policy (MSP) revise that
decision with a view to resuming inter-
country adoptions in cases where our mutual
concerns to protect and benefit children can
be substantially addressed.

Principal examples of this include cases in
which, first, the American adoptive parents
have already had their dossiers vetted and
approved by the Ukrainian government, and,
second, the Ukrainian children have been de-
termined to be adoptable by the Ukrainian
government, and, third, the Ukrainian chil-
dren have already participated in homestays
with the American families—such cases are
few and were at or very near the end stage of
the process on February 24, 2022. In such sit-
uations, Ukrainian children have come to
know and feel themselves as part of Amer-
ican families. I urge your government to
seek solutions in these cases that recognize
the deep bonds that have grown between the
children and parents and, consistent with
Ukrainian law and regulations, permit adop-
tions to be finalized.

One family that finds itself in this situa-
tion is that of Matt and Deidre Gordon of
New Jersey, and a boy and a girl—matural
siblings—of Ukraine. After the Ukrainian
government approved the Gordons’ adoption
dossiers in December 2021, their previously
scheduled final appointment with MSP offi-
cials was cancelled in the wake of the inva-
sion. The children, whom the Gordon parents
have already come to know, now endure the
agony of war while awaiting the day when
they can reunite. Any immediate assistance
you could provide in this urgent matter will
be greatly appreciated. Having worked with
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the family, please know I stand ready to pro-
vide additional information or assist in any
way you deem appropriate.

Intercountry adoption is a profoundly ben-
eficial way to help children in need of par-
ents and families that are eager an