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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DR. FRANCINE L. BROADOUS 
OPUTA 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the extraordinary life and enduring 
legacy of Dr. Francine L. Broadous Oputa. Her 
journey, characterized by unwavering faith, an 
insatiable thirst for knowledge, and an 
unyielding dedication to her community, 
stands as an inspirational testament to the 
profound impact of a life devoted to service. 

Born on May 31, 1953, in San Fernando, 
California, Dr. Francine’s life unfolded as a 
tapestry interwoven with threads of faith, edu-
cation, and community service. She was the 
youngest among eleven siblings, born to Pas-
tor/Dr. Hillery Talbert and Mother Rosa Lee 
(Cox-Thompson) Broadous. Her spiritual roots 
were firmly planted at Calvary Missionary Bap-
tist Church, founded by her own father, where 
her passion for performance first took root. 
Francine’s thirst for knowledge knew no 
bounds. Her academic journey led her through 
several distinguished institutions, including 
Long Beach State, Stanislaus State, UC 
Davis, and Fresno State. Her unwavering pur-
suit of excellence culminated in a doctoral de-
gree in Educational Leadership. Throughout 
her academic odyssey, she not only enriched 
her own mind but also ignited the flames of 
aspiration in countless young hearts within her 
community. 

In the autumn of 1976, fate brought 
Francine and Henry Ifeanyi-Chukwu Oputa to-
gether at Stanislaus State in Turlock, Cali-
fornia. Their love story blossomed, and on Au-
gust 20, 1977, they embarked on a 46-year- 
long adventure as husband and wife. Their 
journey led them to Fresno, where they would 
establish their family and leave a lasting mark 
on the community. Faith played a pivotal role 
in their lives, inspiring the founding of The 
Way Ministries John . . . 14:6 in November 
1989. Their dedication to the community mate-
rialized in the establishment of the Saturday 
Cultural School and the creation of a lasting 
tribute, the ‘‘When I think of Home’’ mural, 
which stands as a testament to their unwaver-
ing commitment to West Fresno. 

Francine’s career spanned 30 impactful 
years at Fresno State, where she held the es-
teemed position of Director of the Cross Cul-
tural and Gender Center (CCGC). Her dedica-
tion to diversity, cultural competency, and sup-
port for students, faculty, and staff was evident 
through her tireless efforts and the programs 
she championed, including the Central Valley 
Cultural Heritage Institute and the Women’s 
Resource Center. Upon retiring from the uni-
versity in 2020, Francine founded Oputa & As-
sociates, a successful consulting firm that 
drew from her decades of experience in per-
forming, inspirational speaking, and diversity, 
equity, and inclusion training. As CEO, she 

continued her mission of making a positive im-
pact on a nationwide scale. 

Dr. Francine L. Broadous Oputa’s life exem-
plified the values of faith, education, and com-
munity service. Her legacy will continue to in-
spire generations, a testament to the trans-
formative power of a life well-lived. Her con-
tributions to her community, her unwavering 
commitment to education, and her boundless 
faith will forever be etched in our hearts. 

Francine was preceded in death by her par-
ents, Pastor/Dr. Hillery Talbert and Mother 
Rosa Lee (Cox-Thompson) Broadous, as well 
as six siblings. She is survived by her hus-
band, Rev./Dr. Henry Ifeanyi-Chukwu Oputa, 
her three children—Chunyendu ‘‘CeCe’’ N. 
Oputa, I Adeficha Oputa, and Nwachukwu N. 
Oputa, and several siblings. Her memory will 
forever be cherished by her family, her com-
munity, and all those whose lives she touched. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in commemorating this sig-
nificant moment in the life of Dr. Francine L. 
Broadous Oputa, a woman whose contribu-
tions have left an indelible mark on the hearts 
and souls of many. 

f 

HONORING DON AND DEBRA LUKE 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to 
recognize Don and Debra Luke for their dedi-
cation and commitment to Arizona and their 
support for organizations and candidates that 
uphold the principles and values that have 
made Arizona and our nation great. 

The Luke family has deep roots in Arizona. 
In 1873, Frank Luke moved to Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Frank married Otilia and had 9 children. 
One of their children, Frank Luke, Jr. was a 
leading ace in WWI. Luke Air Force Base, just 
west of Phoenix, is named after him. Frank 
and Otilia’s youngest son, Bill Luke was the 
founder of Bill Luke Chrysler-Plymouth and 
was the head of the automobile dealership 
until he passed away. Don Luke, Bill and 
Dorothy Luke’s son, started working in the 
family business at the age of 13, progressed 
up the ladder, and is now President and CEO 
of Bill Luke Dealerships. Don and Debra have 
three sons. 

Don and Debra Luke are great people. I 
have found them to be very friendly and sin-
cere. They are so easy to talk with and we 
share many values together. Don and Debra 
really care about our community, state, and 
nation. I wish we had more people like Don 
and Debra Luke. They are truly great Ameri-
cans. 

May their values and legacy live on for gen-
erations. 

HONORING NORTHERN MICHIGAN 
CHILDREN’S ASSESSMENT CEN-
TER ON ITS 10TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to congratulate Northern Michigan Children’s 
Assessment Center on 10 years of dedicated 
service to the community. Northern Michigan 
Children’s Assessment Center (NMCAC) pro-
vides services for abused children in areas all 
across the region, including Crawford, Iosco, 
Ogemaw, Oscoda, Otsego, and Roscommon 
counties. Since 2014, NMCAC has been a 
compassionate voice for those most vulner-
able in our society. Under the leadership of 
Executive Director and Founder Rebecca 
Yuncker, NMCAC has transformed from a 
one-person operation into one of the greatest 
advocacy organizations in the state, offering 
counseling, advocacy, forensic interviewing 
and medical services for both children and 
adults. With locations in both Tawas City and 
Roscommon, this diverse group of profes-
sionals have dedicated their lives to the noble 
undertaking of improving the lives of those 
who desperately need it most. They are a 
great example of servant leadership and I’m 
grateful for their selfless devotion to this 
cause. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to con-
gratulate Northern Michigan Children’s As-
sessment Center on 10 years of dedicated 
service to our communities and state. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIAN WINKLER 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Brian Winkler for 
his 40 years of dedicated service to our com-
munity in Eastern Washington and to the 
United States of America. Following in the 
footsteps of his father, a decorated World War 
II veteran, Brian served as a U.S. Navy Sea-
bee for 15 years and dedicated his life to up-
holding their motto of ‘‘We Build, We Fight, 
Can Do.’’ 

Brian’s ‘‘Can Do’’ spirit and commitment to 
service did not stop there. For the past 25 
years, he has tirelessly devoted himself to 
helping veterans, their families, and his com-
munity. Among his many remarkable achieve-
ments, Mr. Winkler spearheaded the construc-
tion and donation of a water park that has pro-
vided joy to generations of young children in 
our region. Moreover, he has generously 
shared his time, expertise, and resources with 
the Salvation Army, City Gate, and numerous 
other locaI charities. 

To this day, Mr. Winkler maintains a ‘‘Sea-
bee’’ float that he built which he showcases at 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Oct 23, 2024 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A22OC8.001 E22OCPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1052 October 22, 2024 
parades and veterans events across Eastern 
Washington. He has also used his business to 
create employment opportunities for more than 
200 individuals in Washington’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. significantly improving the lives 
of families in his community. 

In addition to his extensive community work, 
Mr. Winkler has been an unwavering advocate 
for veterans from every branch of the military. 
He has extended his support to organizations 
such as the Seabee Veterans of America, 
Spokane Veterans Home, Navy League of the 
United States, Honor Point Military Aerospace 
Museum, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Spo-
kane chapter of the Vietnam Veterans of 
America, the United States Marine Corps 
League, and many more. 

Mr. Winkler is a selfless individual who rep-
resents everything that is good in the United 
States of America. His unyielding desire to 
give back to his community, as well as his en-
during commitment to our country and vet-
erans who selflessly served it, are a testament 
to his profound dedication to helping others. 
His continued contributions will undoubtedly 
have a lasting impact on the lives of so many, 
and I know I speak for everyone in Eastern 
Washington when I say our community is a 
better place due to his ‘‘Can Do’’ efforts to 
help others. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Brian Winkler for his tre-
mendous contributions to Eastern Washington 
and thanking him for his dedicated service to 
our Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING A LIFETIME OF 
SERVICE BY DUMFRIES NATIVE 
TISHA LEWIS 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Ms. Tisha Lewis for her dedication 
to her hometown of Dumfries, Virginia and the 
surrounding community. 

Tisha Lewis was born and raised in Dum-
fries, Virginia and attended Montclair Elemen-
tary School, Saunders Middle School, and 
Hylton High School. After earning a Bachelor 
of Arts in Journalism from Virginia Tech, Ms. 
Lewis successfully pursued a career in jour-
nalism, working at television stations across 
the country in New York City, Bakersfield, 
California, Miami, Florida, and Indianapolis, In-
diana. Ms. Lewis has reported on top national 
stories and interviewed notable figures, such 
as former President Bill Clinton, former Chi-
cago Mayor Rahm Emanuel, Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, and former Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

In 2015, the Dumfries community excitedly 
welcomed her back home to Virginia when 
she started as an anchor on FOX 5 DC. Since 
then, the community has been proud to watch 
her on screen and grateful for her many con-
tributions to Dumfries and communities across 
Virginia. Ms. Lewis co-founded Sisters Peak, a 
youth mentorship program that empowers 
young girls in the community to rise to their 
full potential. In 2023, she received the Presi-
dent’s Volunteer Service Lifetime Achievement 
Award in recognition of her outstanding serv-
ice to her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating Ms. Tisha Lewis for her leader-
ship and compassion, as well as being hon-
ored with the Town of Dumfries’ 2024 Home-
town Hero Award. This remarkable achieve-
ment is a testament to her unwavering dedica-
tion and her deep commitment to her home-
town. 

f 

VETERANS GROUP TO DOJ: IM-
PANEL GRAND JURY, INDICT 
BLINKEN 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing press release from Veterans For 
Peace, brought to my attention by Jim Brasile, 
a constituent and leader of a local chapter of 
Veterans For Peace who cares passionately 
about the situation in Gaza. While I may have 
a difference in opinion with some of the con-
tent, I feel that in a democracy, it is important 
to consider a variety of viewpoints. Mr. Brasile 
witnessed the violence of war first-hand when 
he served in Vietnam as a member of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Since then, he has been a 
steadfast advocate against conflict and for 
non-aggression. I thank Mr. Brasile for his 
service to our country and commend him for 
his commitment to peace. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE OFFICIALS CALL HIM 
OUT FOR LYING TO CONGRESS 

A national veterans’ organization today 
called for a grand jury to indict Department 
of State (DOS) Secretary Antony Blinken 
and the U.S. Ambassador to Israel for lying 
to Congress, violating the Export Control 
Act, the Genocide Prevention Act and the 
U.S. War Crimes Act. 

In a letter to the U.S. Department of Jus-
tice, Veterans For Peace (VFP) cited pub-
lished reports showing that internal DOS 
emails and the statements of two senior 
State Department officials showed Blinken 
lied when he issued his ‘‘Report to Congress’’ 
stating, ‘‘. . . we do not currently assess that 
the Israeli government is prohibiting or oth-
erwise restricting the transport or delivery 
of U.S. humanitarian assistance.’’ (p. 32) 

ProPublica revealed a series of State De-
partment emails, internal memos, and meet-
ing notes in which officials agreed Israel was 
blocking humanitarian aid which should 
trigger Section 6201 of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act which prohibits weapons shipments 
to any country the President has been told is 
blocking humanitarian aid. 

In addition to the internal documents 
ProPublica included, from previous reports, 
that Samantha Power, Director of USAID 
and Stacy Gilbert, a former USAID bureau 
head had both voiced objections to Blinken’s 
findings as the report was being prepared. 

Power stated that the looming famine in 
Gaza was the result of Israel’s ‘‘arbitrary de-
nial, restriction, and impediments of U.S. 
humanitarian assistance’’ and called it ‘‘one 
of the worst humanitarian catastrophes in 
the world.’’ 

Gilbert, former senior civil military ad-
viser in USAID’s refugees bureau, resigned in 
May after the DOS ‘‘Report to Congress’’ was 
released. She said then, ‘‘There is abundant 
evidence showing Israel is responsible for 
blocking aid. To deny this is absurd and 
shameful. That report and its flagrant 
untruths will haunt us.’’ 

VFP human rights counsel Terry Lodge 
said, ‘‘The Israeli military continues deto-
nating massive bombs in southern Beirut— 
bombs they would not possess but for Antony 
Blinken’s repeated violations of federal laws 
aimed at halting human rights and war 
crimes violations. Members of the Biden ad-
ministration unwilling to rein in Israel and 
furthering its genocide in Gaza need to go to 
jail.’’ 

VFP President Susan Schnall stated, ‘‘Just 
last week, the U.S. gave Israel another $8.7 
billion in weapons to kill and wound inno-
cent Palestinians—in addition to the $3.8 bil-
lion we give them every year. This ‘Genocide 
Tax’ is a theft from millions of Americans 
who have none of the health insurance every 
Israeli enjoys; from millions of Americans 
living in horrific housing while Israel builds 
thousands of upscale homes on land stolen 
from Palestinians; from millions of young 
Americans can’t afford college because 
America’s top priorities are weapons and 
death, not human needs.’’ 

VFP’s letter seeking an indictment of 
Blinken follows one to the DOS Inspector- 
General February 9, 2024, alleging that 
Blinken and DOS officials had already vio-
lated a series of existing U.S. laws and inter-
national treaties by transferring arms to 
Israel, by quoting a sworn declaration from 
Josh Paul. Mr. Paul, former Director of Con-
gressional and Public Affairs in the State 
Department’s Bureau of Political-Military 
Affairs, attested to significant failures by 
the Department in a declaration filed in the 
Defense for Children International—Pal-
estine lawsuit. 

VFP’s February letter was never responded 
to nor acknowledged. 

ProPublica also reported that: 
The head of the State Department’s Bu-

reau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
had determined that Israel was blocking hu-
manitarian aid and that the Foreign Assist-
ance Act should be triggered to freeze almost 
$830 million in taxpayer dollars earmarked 
for weapons and bombs to Israel, 

DOS Deputy Assistant Secretary, Mira 
Resnick, and the DOS acting legal adviser, 
Richard Visek, pressured that bureau and 
others to agree that Israel was not with-
holding U.S. humanitarian aid. 

Veterans For Peace has one hundred chap-
ters in the U.S. Since 1985 VFP has exposed 
the true cost of war and advocated to abolish 
war as an instrument of national policy. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHERIFF CHRIS 
QUIRE 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Sheriff Chris Quire of Franklin 
County for being named Kentucky Sheriff’s 
Association Sheriff of the Year in recognition 
of his 25 years of dedicated service in law en-
forcement. 

Sheriff Quire has risen through the ranks 
from parking citation officer to Captain before 
being elected Sheriff in 2018. His time as 
Sheriff has been defined by ensuring the safe-
ty of the people of Franklin County. Under his 
leadership, the Franklin County Sheriff’s office 
was able to fully staff each school in the coun-
ty with a School Resource Officer. 

Sheriff Quire has earned the respect and 
support of Franklin County due to his ability to 
foster strong relationships and his commitment 
to the well-being of the community. 
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Sheriff Quire’s many years of service to 

Franklin County make him the perfect choice 
for Kentucky’s Sheriff of the Year. I am con-
fident that Sheriff Quire will continue to serve 
as an exemplary role model for law enforce-
ment officers across the 1st Congressional 
District and the entire Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. 

f 

HONORING THE INVESTITURE OF 
DR. STANFORD E. ANGION AS 
THE 25TH PRESIDENT OF SELMA 
UNIVERSITY 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the Inaugural Convocation and In-
vestiture of Dr. Stanford E. Angion as the 25th 
President of Selma University. 

A lifelong learner, Dr. Angion obtained his 
Bachelor of Soil Science at Alabama A&M 
University. He went on to earn multiple post-
graduate degrees, including a Master’s of 
Journalism and Mass Communication from 
Marshall University in Huntington, WV, a Mas-
ter’s of Education from the University of West 
Alabama, a Master’s of Arts in Bible and Pas-
toral Ministry from Selma University, and a 
Doctor of Education from Alabama State Uni-
versity. 

An esteemed educator and administrator, 
Dr. Angion began his tenure at Selma Univer-
sity in 2016 as the Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs. During this period, he oversaw 
the responsibilities of administering the devel-
opment, implementation, and evaluation of 
course materials and methods, along with re-
cruiting faculty and supervising the Chairs of 
all academic divisions. Moreover, he played a 
critical role in decision-making regarding the 
testing placement of new students, admis-
sions, student-faculty relations, academic 
counseling, college catalogs, and student aca-
demic records. His diligence and hard work 
were recognized in June 2020 when he was 
assigned to the position of Provost/Vice Presi-
dent, a capacity in which he served until he 
was appointed as Interim President in 2021. 

Dr. Angion began his professional life in 
1987 when, upon graduating from Alabama 
A&M University, he received an active-duty 
commission into the United States Army as a 
Second Lieutenant. During his thirteen years 
of honorable service, he attained the rank of 
Major. In October 2000, Dr. Angion accepted 
his call into the gospel ministry to preach and 
was honorably discharged from the Army. 

After accepting his anointed call, Dr. Angion 
was licensed as a Baptist preacher in March 
2000 and ordained later that year. He served 
for two years at Mt. Zion Baptist Church in 
Hinesville, GA, as a Youth Pastor before being 
installed in 2003 as Pastor of Mt. Gilead Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Coy, AL, where he 
still serves today. 

As pastor of Mt. Gilead Missionary Baptist 
Church, Dr. Angion has implemented pro-
grams and completed projects to uplift his 
congregation and the greater community. 
Under his leadership, the congregation built a 
Family Recreational Park, renovated the sanc-
tuary, and started the MGS&A Institute, which 
offers a plethora of courses designed to train 

students in the performing arts and enhance 
elementary and secondary student learning. 

Dr. Angion is a proud member of the Phi 
Beta Sigma Fraternity incorporated and is an 
active member of the Alpha Eta Sigma Chap-
ter in Montgomery. He joined the fraternity 
during his sophomore year at Alabama A&M 
University as a member of the Gamma Epsi-
lon Chapter. 

Under his strong and level-headed leader-
ship, Selma University is planning for both 
today and tomorrow. Dr. Angion’s 
tranformational vision is building a framework 
for the university that will create lasting 
change and growth. Continuing the core mis-
sion of Selma University, Dr. Angion is dedi-
cated to the quality of education the university 
provides to its students. Through his insightful 
planning and forward-thinking, Dr. Angion is 
taking strides to create a better and brighter 
future for Selma University. 

On a personal note, I have long admired 
President Angion’s steadfast leadership at 
Selma University. He has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to upholding the standard 
of excellence for its students, faculty and ad-
ministration, even in the face of major adver-
sity. I congratulate him. I look forward to our 
continued partnership in uplifting this historic 
institution and extend my best wishes for his 
long and successful stewardship of Selma 
University. 

On behalf of Alabama’s 7th Congressional 
District, I ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the investiture of Dr. Stanford E. 
Angion as the 25th President of Selma Univer-
sity. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROSE 
MARIE HANSEN 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of longtime Concord resi-
dent Rose Marie Hansen. 

Rose Marie was born in Kansas, where she 
spent many of her formative years working on 
the family farm with her father and brother. 
She eventually moved to Oakland, California 
where she worked as a nanny. Shortly after, 
Rose Marie met her husband Alfred ‘‘Bud’’ 
Hansen at a dance in Alameda. The two mar-
ried in 1941 and were together for 52 years 
until Bud’s passing in 1993. 

She and her husband owned a contracting 
business and later partnered with a local busi-
nessman to open a bowling alley and retail 
complex, known today as Clayton Fair Prop-
erties. When Bud passed away in the early 
90s, Rose Marie took over as manager, a po-
sition she held until 2023, helping lead the 
successful business for more than sixty years. 

Rose Marie was also very active in her 
community, volunteering at Concord’s First 
Presbyterian Church where she served as an 
accountant, Deacon, and Elder. She also vol-
unteered at The American Cancer Society as 
their coordinator of transportation for over 21 
years, served as President of the Concord 
Diablo Historical Society for over 7 years, and 
traveled the world as International President of 
the USA Inner Wheel Association. On top of it 
all, she was also Vice President for the Con-

cord Homes Board of Directors, overseeing 
the development of two multi-story residential 
buildings for seniors. 

Rose Marie will be greatly missed, but I am 
confident her impact will be felt in the commu-
nity for generations to come. Please join me in 
recognizing Rose Marie for her many contribu-
tions to our community and devoted service to 
the City of Concord. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE PASSAGE 
OF THE 2024 U.S. CAPITOL 
CHRISTMAS TREE THROUGH 
FORT WAYNE, INDIANA 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the passage of the 2024 U.S. 
Capitol Christmas tree through Fort Wayne, 
Indiana. 

From its origins in Alaska’s National Forests 
to its final destination in Washington D.C., this 
distinguished tree has traveled through many 
of North America’s beautiful landscapes. It has 
visited small-town main streets, grand state 
capitals, elementary schools, and local busi-
nesses. And now, it has passed through Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 

Situated in the heart and crossroads of 
America, Fort Wayne introduces the tree to a 
vibrant community that exemplifies Midwestern 
values, patriotism, and the true essence of 
Christmas. Each Christmas season, this city’s 
festive spirit is reborn through longstanding 
traditions that celebrate togetherness, gen-
erosity, and faith. 

The Capitol Christmas Tree has been affec-
tionately dubbed ‘‘The People’s Tree,’’ and 
this journey it undertakes truly cements it as 
such. While the tree may not see, hear, or re-
member the communities it encounters, the 
people of Fort Wayne will long recall the honor 
of hosting a symbol that will stand proudly be-
fore the U.S. Capitol, embodying all that 
makes Christmas in America so special. 

I thank Mike Nutter and the TinCaps organi-
zation for hosting the tree at Parkview Field, 
allowing Northeast Indiana to enjoy the occa-
sion. 

f 

HONORING THE USDA’S CENTEN-
NIAL GRAPEVINE BREEDING 
PROGRAM 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today we gather 
to celebrate an extraordinary milestone in 
American agricultural history, an occasion of 
profound significance—the 100th anniversary 
of the USDA Grapevine Breeding Research 
Program. This monumental event offers a 
unique opportunity to reflect upon a century of 
innovation, dedication, and visionary research 
that has shaped the grape industry in the 
United States. 

The story of the USDA Grapevine Breeding 
Research Program commenced in 1923 within 
the fertile soils of Fresno, California. Founded 
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at the USDA Experiment Vineyard, it became 
an integral part of the USDA Bureau of Plant 
Industry. Its mission was clear—to redefine 
the grape industry through groundbreaking re-
search. 

In 1972, the program found a new home 
within the Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS), the USDA’s premier in-house research 
agency. Throughout its remarkable journey, 
the program remained unwavering in its com-
mitment to developing high-quality, disease-re-
sistant cultivars of Vitis, spanning table grapes 
and raisins. 

The San Joaquin Valley Agricultural 
Sciences Center (SJVASC) has been the hub 
of innovation for this program. Its dedicated 
researchers have consistently led the charge 
in scientific advancements within the field of 
grape breeding. Their efforts have not only 
met the demands of U.S. agriculture but have 
also supplied top-tier, nutritious fruits to both 
national and international markets. 

As we convene to mark this momentous 
centenary, we acknowledge the program’s 
profound influence. For one hundred years, it 
has been a pillar of grape production and in-
novation, perfectly situated in the heart of 
American grape cultivation, the Central Valley 
of California. 

The 100th anniversary ceremony is not 
merely retrospective; it is a glimpse into the 
future. Their collective wisdom and vision will 
chart the course of grapevine breeding in the 
years to come. This anniversary of the USDA 
Grapevine Breeding Research Program is a 
momentous occasion that deserves our high-
est regard. It celebrates a century of scientific 
excellence, unwavering dedication, and the 
pursuit of a resilient and prosperous grape in-
dustry. 

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully invite my es-
teemed colleagues to join me in commemo-
rating the 100th anniversary of the USDA’s 
grapevine breeding research program. Let us 
come together to honor a century of dedica-
tion to the growth and prosperity of American 
agriculture. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF SHERIFF HENRY 
CULLEN TALTON, JR. 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor and remem-
ber a loving husband and father, doting grand-
father and great-grandfather, lifelong public 
servant, the longest tenured sheriff in the 
United States of America, and my friend of 
long standing, the Honorable Henry Cullen 
Talton, Jr. Sadly, he transitioned from labor to 
reward on Saturday, October 19, 2024. The 
funeral service honoring and celebrating Sher-
iff Talton’s life will be held on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 23, 2024, at Southside Baptist Church in 
Warner Robins, Georgia. 

Sheriff Talton was born to the union of 
Henry Cullen Talton, Sr. and Lois Ammons 
Talton on October 16, 1932, in Bonaire, Geor-
gia. Early on in his adult life Sheriff Talton 
began his career as a middle Georgia dairy 
farmer before making a successful run for the 
Houston County Commission. In 1972, he won 
his first term as Sheriff of Houston County, 

and he would go on to win 12 additional suc-
cessive terms in his lifetime. For nearly 52 
years, Sheriff Talton served as Houston’s top 
law enforcement officer, and he became na-
tionally known as America’s longest-tenured 
sheriff. 

Rarely seen wearing his sheriff’s badge or 
his firearm, Sheriff Talton was truly a man of 
the people. His commitment to fostering public 
safety and building relationships with the peo-
ple he served earned him the respect and ad-
miration of both the people of Houston County 
and the Georgia law enforcement community. 
Sheriff Talton presided over the Houston 
County Sheriff’s Department during a period of 
substantial population growth in the county. 
Throughout his tenure, Sheriff Talton made 
sure his department was responsive, effective, 
and on the cutting edge of law enforcement. 
At the time of his election as sheriff in 1972, 
Houston County was home to about 63,000 
people; today, the county is home to nearly 
170,000 people. 

As Sheriff, Talton made a point to engage 
with and collaborate with leaders from across 
the state in order to improve public safety for 
all. He actively contributed to various organi-
zations, including serving on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Georgia Sheriffs’ Association 
and the Georgia Sheriffs’ Youth Homes where 
he received special recognitions multiple times 
for his fundraising initiatives. Throughout his 
career, Sheriff Talton was honored with nu-
merous awards, including the Golden Eagle 
Award (2010); the Meritorious Service Master 
Award (2022); the President’s Award from the 
Georgia Sheriffs Association; the Warner Rob-
ins/Houston County Chamber of Commerce 
Good Government Service Award; the Liberty 
Bell Award; and was named Sheriff of the 
Year in 2019. 

Sheriff Talton contributed so much to his 
community and accomplished so much in his 
life, but none of it would have been possible 
without the Grace of God, and the love and 
support of his family, to include his late wife of 
68 years, Peggy; his devoted children, 
Carlene Talton, Patty Redmond (Ed), Cully 
Talton, and Neal Talton (Ginger); grand-
children, Kitt Orr (Brandon), Lindsey Farrar, 
Tal Talton (Amanda), Sydney Morstad; along 
with 10 great-grandchildren. 

Sir Winston Churchill often said: ‘‘You make 
your living by what you get; you make your life 
by what you give.’’ Sheriff Talton gave so 
much to so many for so long. His over 50 
years of servant leadership on behalf of the 
people of Houston County has left his commu-
nity stronger, more prosperous, and more se-
cure. Truly, the world is a better place be-
cause Sheriff Henry Cullen Talton, Jr. passed 
this way. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join my wife, Vivian; and me, along with the 
more than 765,000 people of Georgia’s Sec-
ond District. in celebrating the life of Sheriff 
Henry Cullen Talton, Jr. We extend our deep-
est condolences to his family, friends, loved 
ones and all who mourn his loss. We pray that 
they all will be consoled and comforted by an 
abiding faith and the Holy Spirit in the days, 
weeks, and months ahead. 

RECOGNIZING MARTIN COUNTY 
HOSPITAL DISTRICT IN STAN-
TON, TEXAS 

HON. JODEY C. ARRINGTON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I often refer 
to West Texas as the Food, Fuel, and Fiber 
Capital of the World—where our hardworking 
cowboys and plowboys feed, power, and 
clothe this great country and the entire world. 
However, the greatest contribution we make 
as a community is not our ag and energy 
product. It’s our people and their values of 
hard work, faith, and love of neighbor—exem-
plified in Stanton, Texas, by Martin County 
Hospital District. 

Despite being a small community of about 
3,000 residents, Stanton boasts an award-win-
ning hospital recently recognized as one of the 
Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) in 
2023 and 2024. With over 1,300 critical ac-
cess hospitals nationwide, we take great pride 
in having one of the best for back-to-back 
years. 

I would like to commend Martin County Hos-
pital District CEO Nancy Cooke who said, 
‘‘Our results as a top patient care hospital 
means our community can count on us to de-
liver the services they need now and in the fu-
ture.’’ 

Our great country does not reap the benefits 
of energy independence and food security 
without excellent rural health care keeping our 
hard-working, freedom-loving workers in Rural 
America healthy and taken care of. Nobody 
understands this better than Martin County 
Medical Hospital District. 

On behalf of the 19th Congressional District 
of Texas and untold grateful patients and fami-
lies, I thank them, God bless them, and go 
West Texas. 

f 

HONORING THE VIETNAM AND KO-
REAN WAR VETERANS OF ILLI-
NOIS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the Vietnam and Korean War veterans who 
will travel to Washington, D.C, on October 23, 
2024. with Honor Flight Chicago, a program 
that provides WWII, Vietnam, and Korean War 
veterans the opportunity to visit their memo-
rials on The National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
These memorials were built to honor their 
courage and service to their country. 

The American Veteran is one of our great-
est treasures. The Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, 
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who will travel 
here on October 23 answered our nation’s call 
to service during one of its greatest times of 
need. From the Pacific Asian Theatre to the 
Korean Theater, these brave Americans risked 
life and limb, gave service, and sacrificed 
much, all while embodying what it is to be a 
hero. We owe them more gratitude than can 
ever be expressed. 

I welcome these brave veterans to Wash-
ington and to their memorials. I am proud to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Oct 23, 2024 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A22OC8.011 E22OCPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1055 October 22, 2024 
include in the RECORD the names of these 
men and women for all to see, hear, and rec-
ognize, and I call on my colleagues to rise and 
join me in expressing gratitude: 

Robert H. Baron, John E. Barry, Bradley R. 
Beall, James C. Boland, Kenneth R. 
Burmeister, Charles L. Cassady, Patrick J. 
Clayton, Dean R. Clough, Michael P. Collins, 
Philip J. Collins, Danny L. Crull, Allan G. 
Dalgleish, Ronnie L. Dandurand, Dennis W. 
Desmond, Michael A. Desmond, Larry R. 
Dodgers, Robert J. Donat, Rocco Esposito, 
Robert J. Falkman, Stephen R. Farrar, Am-
brose A. Fayard, Ronald F. Feltz, Richard K. 
Finn, Edward B. Fitzpatrick, Dennis A. Fronek, 
William Frye, Wayne F. Gade, Ralph W. Gault 
Jr., Robert J. Gault, Roger A. Gault, James A. 
Germany, Frank E. Gillie Jr., Javier Gonzalez, 
Jack Gonzalez, Peter D. Gravante, Edward B. 
Gut, Durwood N. Hafenrichter, William E. 
Haggerty, James R. Hanson, Spiro S. Hayes, 
John R. Heckman Jr., David G. Hill, Gregory 
T. Hill, David O. Howe, Robert D. Jackson, 
Ronald J. Jerzyk, Everett L. Johnson, Joe W. 
Johnson, Kenneth J. Johnson, Glenn M. 
Jones. Herbert B. Joseph, Benjamin Kahn. 
Terry E. Kaiser, Dale A. Kats, Thaddeus J. 
Kolke Sr., Louis R. Kollwitz, Alice A. Kowalski, 
Kenneth W. Krochmal, Robert F. Lewis, Ron-
ald J. Matonovich, James H, McCollum, John 
A. McCollum, Nathaniel McCoy, Richard M. 
McGathey, Gordon W. Mlillerin, John R. Mitch-
ell, Thomas Moritz, John L. Mroz, James T, 
Mundt, George G. Munley, William J. 
Nieckula, Howard F. Noey Jr., Edward P. 
O’Connor, James P. O’Connor, Virgil D. 
Oostendorp, Thomas R. Osborne Jr., Bernard 
J. Passananti Jr., Joseph J. Perry Jr., Terry G. 
Piper, Martin S. Pogvara, Peter P. Pogvara, 
Alan Potkin, Richard C. Raish, Timothy M. 
Rehmer, Jaime D. Rivera, Lonnie Satterlee, 
Neil G. Schilling, Joseph J. Schneider Jr., Ed-
ward J. Serafino, Edward W. Seykowski, Terry 
L. Short, Philip C. Sirotzke, James H. Smalley 
Jr., Robert C. Smith, Robert L. Smith, John B. 
Spoor Sr., Michael R. Stark, Rudolf E. Starr, 
Larry R. Stegall, Martin R. Sterrett, Richard A. 
Strong, Wayne L. Szara Sr., Gary L. Tate, 
Daniel N. Thomas, Roger L. Thompson, Linzy 
Waters II, Thomas J. Weidemann, Steven W. 
Westerlund, Evan L. Wilson, Paul L. Windish, 
Michael P. Witte, Donald E. Young, James M. 
Yunker, Adam W. Yurkiw, Robert R. 
Zaborowski, and Richard R. Zawislak. 

f 

HONORING SUE DONAHUE 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Ari-
zona’s 8th Congressional District, I would like 
to recognize the president of the Arrowhead 
Republican Women, Sue Donahue. 

Sue has distinguished herself by providing 
exceptional service to the members of this or-
ganization, with roots in the West Valley dat-
ing back to 1993. As president, Sue has been 
an advocate for educating members on phi-
losophies of smaller government, reduced 
taxes, and personal freedoms. The efforts of 
Sue and the Arrowhead Republican Women 
have been pivotal to the success of elected of-
ficials and candidates in the State of Arizona. 

As a member of the Arrowhead Republican 
Women, I am thankful for Sue’s leadership 

and dedication to conservative principles. I 
sincerely appreciate her service to Congres-
sional District 8 and the State of Arizona. 

f 

APPRECIATING GEORGE SHISSIAS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, the obituary of George Constantine 
Shissias clearly presents a loving review of his 
meaningful achievements for the citizens of 
the Midlands of South Carolina. In addition to 
the successes listed, he was a co-founder of 
the First Tuesday Republican Club of Richland 
and Lexington Counties, which worked to pro-
vide a low-cost Rotary-like opportunity for po-
litical involvement. Having lasted for over 50 
years, it is now the longest surviving political 
luncheon in South Carolina. 

At the memorial service, Governor Henry 
McMaster provided heartfelt appreciation of 
the dynamic couple, George and his wife, 
State Representative June Shissias. The Gov-
ernor cited the success of electing Charlie 
Boineau to the State House in August 1961 as 
the first Republican legislator of the Twentieth 
Century. This achievement led to now super 
Republican majorities in the State House and 
Senate with all statewide offices, and eight of 
nine Federal offices held by Republicans. 

The following obituary was published upon 
his death: 

George Constantine Shissias, of Columbia, 
died October 13, 2024. A memorial service will 
be held at Eastminster Presbyterian Church 
on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 pm, with a re-
ception to follow. There will be a private in-
terment at Fort Jackson Military Cemetery. 
Born in Camden, NJ, to immigrant parents, 
George graduated from Cornell University in 
1957 with a degree in Hotel and Restaurant 
Management. He served in the Army and was 
honorably discharged as first lieutenant, 
having run an Officers Club during his mili-
tary service where he met his future wife 
June. In 1959 he began his career in hospi-
tality management by accepting a position 
as manager of Forest Lake Country Club in 
Columbia. He held that position for 42 years 
until his retirement in 2001. 

George was one of the founders of the Rich-
land County Republican Party. In 1961, 
George was instrumental in the election of 
the first Republican candidate to the South 
Carolina State House of Representatives 
since Reconstruction. In the early years, vic-
tories were few, but George never gave up 
and worked tirelessly on behalf of Repub-
lican candidates to build a two-party system 
in South Carolina. It was George’s grit and 
determination that contributed to the 
growth of the Republican Party to domi-
nance in South Carolina, all while managing 
one of the finest clubs in South Carolina. He 
was a charter member of the Forest Acres 
Rotary Club which he served faithfully since 
1968. 

George was born June 20, 1936 in Camden, 
NJ, to the late Constantine N. Shissias and 
the late Alexandra (Kazantzis). He is sur-
vived by his wife of 63 years June (Strother), 
brother Nick Shissias and his wife Sophia, 
and many wonderful nieces and nephews. 
Surviving also are sons Charles and his wife 
Marlo Smith, Alexander and his wife Anne 
(Abercrombie), and beloved grandchildren 
Hunter Alexander Shissias, Charles Logan 
Shissias and Janna Shissias. 

In lieu of flowers memorials may be sent to 
The Tunnels to Towers Foundation or MPN 
Research Foundation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMOGY FOR SAIL-
ING THE WORLD’S FIRST CAR-
BON-FREE AMMONIA-POWERED 
MARITIME VESSEL 

HON. PATRICK RYAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize an extraordinary milestone in clean en-
ergy innovation achieved by Amogy, a trail-
blazing company in the sustainable energy 
sector. On September 22nd, Amogy success-
fully demonstrated the world’s first carbon- 
free, ammonia-powered maritime vessel on 
Rondout Creek and the Hudson River, located 
in my district in New York. 

This achievement reflects Amogy’s commit-
ment to addressing one of the most pressing 
challenges of our time—reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions in the maritime industry. The 
successful voyage of this vessel marks a his-
toric step forward in the global push to transi-
tion to cleaner energy solutions, and it serves 
as a beacon of what can be achieved when 
we leverage groundbreaking technology for 
the good of our planet. 

Amogy’s innovation lies in its advanced am-
monia-to-power platform, which enables the 
use of ammonia as a renewable, carbon-free 
fuel. This vessel’s demonstration is a tangible 
example of how we can reimagine existing in-
dustries—such as shipping—and move toward 
a more sustainable future. 

Not only is this accomplishment a testament 
to the technical prowess of the engineers, sci-
entists, and visionaries at Amogy, but it also 
represents a significant moment for environ-
mental policy and industrial decarbonization. 
By replacing fossil fuels with alternative, clean-
er energy sources like ammonia, we can dra-
matically reduce emissions in sectors that 
have historically been difficult to decarbonize. 

I would like to commend the entire team at 
Amogy for their pursuit of innovation and sus-
tainability. Their dedication to pushing the 
boundaries of clean energy is a vital contribu-
tion to the fight against climate change. I 
would also like to recognize that this historic 
demonstration took place at Feeney Shipyard, 
in Kingston, New York, which has long been 
a hub of maritime activity in the Hudson Val-
ley. 

I congratulate Amogy on this monumental 
achievement and look forward to witnessing 
the continued advancements the company will 
bring to the clean energy landscape. It is 
through the efforts of companies like Amogy 
that we will continue to make strides toward a 
more sustainable and resilient future. 

f 

HONORING MR. MICHAEL PRICE 

HON. JUAN VARGAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Michael Price, an outstanding cit-
izen who serves the south San Diego commu-
nity as a chef and small business owner. Mr. 
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Price is the proud owner of Chef Budda 
Blasian Soul Food, a food truck that incor-
porates the traditions of Soul Food alongside 
a creative Asian flare to provide a unique cul-
inary experience for its consumers. 

During the pandemic, Mr. Price and his wife, 
Lily Nachampasak, turned their focus to their 
passion for food and brought their dreams of 
cooking professionally to life when they started 
a pop-up kitchen in City Heights. They suc-
ceeded not only in supporting their family 
through this new business venture, but also in 
enriching our community by providing joy and 
a flavorful dining experience for all. 

Their pop-up kitchen quickly found success, 
leading to invitations to serve food at music 
festivals, night markets, and more. Through 
hard work and determination, they expanded 
their business and purchased a food truck. 
Now, Chef Budda Blasian Soul Food is a 
cherished part of the local food scene and can 
be found all throughout our communities. 

It was great to have been able to meet and 
speak with Mr. Price about how he built this 
thriving small business, recognize him for his 
contributions to the community, and get some 
delicious fried chicken, shrimp, and catfish and 
fixings. 

Mr. Price’s dedication has made our com-
munity a better place, and I can’t think of a 
better person to have recognized during Na-
tional Black Business Month. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF 
THE WESTERN CATTLE TRAIL 

HON. RON ESTES 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor the 
150th anniversary of the founding of the West-
ern Cattle Trail. The entrepreneurial cattlemen 
who blazed this new path across the frontier 
exemplified the American spirit of adventure 
and freedom. 

In the wake of the Civil War, longhorn cattle 
were running free in Texas, while cities and 
towns on the East Coast demanded more beef 
than ever to feed their growing populations. 
Young cowboys called drovers rode to gather 
the wild cattle and move them hundreds of 
miles across the wilderness to northern rail-
roads to meet the demands. Their destinations 
were railhead towns such as Newton, Wichita, 
and Caldwell in my district. 

In 1874, these cowboys pioneered a new 
route. It became known as the Western Trail, 
located west of the existing Shawnee and 
Chisholm Trails. Cowboys on horseback 
moved longhorn cattle along the trail through 
Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Nebraska, Colo-
rado, and north to Canada. Over the next sev-
eral decades, millions of heads of cattle were 
herded up the trail by these enterprising young 
Americans. 

In addition to providing beef for a growing 
nation, the Western Trail played a crucial role 
in moving much-needed breeding stock to 
ranches in the northern plains and carrying es-
sential meat supplies to Native American 
tribes across the west. The trail’s significant 
impact on the national economy underscores 
the importance of cattle routes in the develop-
ment and history of the United States. 

In November, the Western Cattle Trail Asso-
ciation, along with the International Chisholm 
Trail Association, will be commemorating the 
150th anniversary of the founding of the West-
ern Trail. Historians, authors, artists, and 
friends of the Western Trail will gather in Kan-
sas to honor and commemorate the cowboys 
who made those drives and overcame the 
dangers of the frontier to deliver their herds to 
the rest of the country. In so doing, these cow-
boys became recognized worldwide as sym-
bols of American courage, strength, freedom, 
and independence. I proudly join those hon-
oring them and this historic milestone in our 
history. 

f 

HONORING PACE NORTH ON THEIR 
FIVE YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to congratulate PACE North on their five years 
of dedicated service to the Northern Michigan 
Community. 

Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elder-
ly—North is an all-inclusive healthcare plan, 
which serves primarily as an alternative tai-
lored to individuals’ and families’ specific 
needs. Once admitted, an interdisciplinary 
team works with families to design a plan that 
works for each person. Once this is done, 
PACE replaces traditional health coverage 
such as Medicare and Medicaid to become 
both provider and caregiver. 

Under the leadership of Executive Director 
Nicole Farkas, PACE North has helped hun-
dreds of seniors navigate the uncertain terrain 
of living co-dependently, providing top of the 
line medical care as well as kind and compas-
sionate assistance with day-to-day life. 

PACE North has certainly lived up to their 
core values of Quality Safety, Compassion, In-
tegrity, Collaboration and Community. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to congratulate 
PACE North on their five years of dedicated 
service to the Northern Michigan Community. 
I wish Director Farkas, Dr. Wilborn and the 
rest of the team the very best going forward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RETIRED CHIEF 
MASTER SERGEANT RUDY LOPEZ 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize retired Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant Rudy Lopez for his distinguished 
military service and commitment to serving 
Washington’s veterans and military families as 
the Director of the Washington State Veterans 
Cemetery in Medical Lake, Wash. 

Retired CMSgt. Rudy Lopez first entered the 
Air Force as a pharmacy technician in 1983 
where he worked in a variety of settings—from 
small clinic pharmacies to 50-bed hospital 
pharmacies—at McClellan Air Force Base and 
Eglin Air Force Base. During this time in the 
field, he notably led an Air Force beta test on 
pharmacy automation that was successfully 

implemented throughout the Department of 
Defense within 3 years of proof of concept. 

In 2001, Lopez was selected for promotion 
to Chief Master Sergeant and transitioned out 
of pharmacy to serve as a Medical Group Su-
perintendent—a role in which he would later 
deploy with the 332 Expeditionary Medical 
Group to Balad Air Base in 2007. CMSgt. 
Lopez also spent five years serving in a dual 
capacity as the Air Force Pharmacy Career 
Field Manager, advising the Air Force Surgeon 
General on the training, utilization, and career 
progression for more than 1,300 pharmacy 
technicians around the world. 

In 2013, CMSgt. Lopez ended his illustrious 
three-decades-long career in Washington’s 
Fifth Congressional District after serving three 
years as the 92nd Air Refueling Wing Com-
mand Chief Master Sergeant at Fairchild Air 
Force Base. Throughout his decorated career, 
Lopez earned the Meritorious Service Medal 
with six oak leaf clusters, Air Force Com-
mendation Medal with an oak leaf cluster, an 
Iraq Campaign Medal with one service star, 
and many others. 

Shortly after retiring from the Air Force, 
Rudy joined the Washington Department of 
Veterans Affairs as Director of the Washington 
State Veterans Cemetery in Medical Lake. In 
this role, he is responsible for the strategic 
planning, coordination, and oversight of ad-
ministrative and operational functions of the 
Washington State Veterans Cemeteries Pro-
gram, which includes cemetery locations 
across the state. He and his team diligently 
serve the state’s 554,000 veterans by pro-
viding more than 900 dignified and honorable 
interment services to our nation’s heroes each 
year. 

He and his team are responsible for playing 
an active role in the research and recovery of 
well over 800 unclaimed or abandoned vet-
erans’ remains, all of whom receive a long 
overdue and proper final resting place in rec-
ognition of their service to our Nation. As if 
that weren’t enough, retired CMSgt. Lopez 
also serves as an advisor on veteran’s burial 
benefits state-wide, provides much-needed 
outreach to communities across Eastern 
Washington and Northern Idaho, and serves 
on a number of civic non-profit advisory 
boards and committees. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for retired 
CMSgt. Rudy Lopez’s continued commitment 
to serving his country and community here in 
Eastern Washington. His dedication to hon-
oring our nation’s heroes is second to none, 
so I ask my colleagues to join me in recog-
nizing him for his tremendous efforts and cele-
brating the lasting legacy they will have on the 
lives he has touched. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PAMPER ME PINK 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Pamper Me Pink on their 20th 
anniversary. Founded in 2004 by Sharon 
Welch Clark, Pamper Me Pink has grown into 
a partnership with UVA Health Culpeper Med-
ical Center and has been instrumental in edu-
cating the community about cancer and the re-
sources available to those contending with a 
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diagnosis. Thousands of residents of Culpeper 
and surrounding communities have benefited 
from learning about cutting-edge technology, 
community resources, and support groups that 
provide assistance to patients and their fami-
lies. 

The Pamper Me Pink Breast Cancer Aware-
ness Fund, a collaborative effort between 
Pamper Me Pink and UVA Health Culpeper 
Medical Center, has made a significant dif-
ference in Virginians’ lives. This fund allows 
residents of Culpeper, Orange, Madison, and 
surrounding counties who lack medical insur-
ance or cannot afford breast cancer screening 
to access a mammogram. The Pamper Me 
Pink Breast Cancer Awareness Fund has pro-
vided more than 700 mammograms, pro-
moting preventive care and early detection. 
These efforts have saved countless lives. 

Sharon Welch Clark has been the driving 
force behind this initiative for two decades, 
and I thank her for her partnership and her 
leadership. Her tireless efforts to support pre-
ventive care and community health have made 
a lasting impact not only on Culpeper, but on 
communities across our Commonwealth. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mrs. Sharon Welch Clark and 
Pamper Me Pink for 20 years of service to our 
community. Their dedication to education, pre-
ventive care, and support for patients and 
families in the fight against breast cancer is 
truly commendable. I extend my deepest grati-
tude and thanks to the Pamper Me Pink team 
as they continue this important—and critical— 
work. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CENTRAL VALLEY 
BLACK NURSES 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today, we gather 
to commemorate a remarkable milestone in 
the field of healthcare and community serv-
ice—the 50th Anniversary of the Central Val-
ley Black Nurses Association (CVBNA). This 
historic occasion is a testament to the endur-
ing legacy and unwavering commitment of the 
CVBNA to improving healthcare access and 
equity. 

Founded in 1973 under the visionary leader-
ship of Dr. Carol Drake, former Dean and Pro-
fessor of Nursing at Fresno City College. 
along with other trailblazing founders, Brenda 
Starks, Odester Tate, Gladys Hollie, Ruth Ann 
Terry, and Loretta Leach-Scruggs, the CVBNA 
has consistently exemplified excellence in 
nursing and community advocacy. In 2016, the 
CVBNA achieved a significant milestone by 
becoming an official chapter of the National 
Black Nursing Association, Inc. (NBNA). Sub-
sequently, on March 24, 2017, the CVBNA 
was incorporated in the state of California as 
a non-profit organization, solidifying its com-
mitment to the advancement of healthcare and 
service to the community. 

The CVBNA’s mission is both clear and 
commendable: to investigate, define, and ad-
dress the healthcare needs of Black Ameri-
cans and other minorities, striving to ensure 
healthcare commensurate with that of the larg-
er society. With their profound understanding, 

knowledge, interest, concern, and experience, 
Black nurses in the CVBNA have consistently 
made a significant impact on the healthcare 
status of the Black community. One of the 
hallmarks of the CVBNA is its unwavering 
commitment to community service. Through 
voluntary hours, members provide an array of 
preventative health screenings and health 
education, encompassing many critical areas. 
These services are delivered in collaboration 
with a multitude of community-based partners, 
including faith-based organizations, civic 
groups, fraternal organizations, hospitals, and 
schools of nursing. 

The CVBNA’s community outreach efforts 
have left an indelible mark on the Central Val-
ley. During the pandemic, they were on the 
front lines, providing COVID–19 vaccinations 
and contributing countless hours to vaccinate 
thousands of individuals on the westside of 
Fresno. Their commitment to health education 
is unwavering, with numerous pop-up events 
for high blood pressure screening and com-
prehensive health education in underserved 
communities. They’ve also extended their care 
to homeless students, providing hygiene kits, 
and expanded their presence to underserved 
schools. Moreover, they’ve been mentors and 
educators, supporting student nurses and tu-
toring those facing academic challenges. 

The vision of the CVBNA extends beyond 
the present day. Their advocacy efforts are 
rooted in the promotion of culturally com-
petent, accessible, and affordable healthcare. 
They ardently champion the professional and 
educational advancement of ethnic nurses and 
remain steadfast in educating consumers, 
healthcare professionals, and policymakers 
about the unique health challenges faced by 
ethnic minority populations. Their dedication to 
developing ethnic minority nurse leaders in 
areas of health policy, practice, education, and 
research is unwavering. As we stand on the 
cusp of the CVBNA’s 50th Anniversary, we 
must recognize and celebrate this momentous 
occasion. It represents five decades of unwav-
ering dedication, advocacy, and service to the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in honoring the Central Val-
ley Black Nurses Association. Let us celebrate 
their legacy and their ongoing commitment to 
advancing healthcare access and equity for 
all. 

f 

CELEBRATING 75 YEARS WITH 
SANDIA NATIONAL LABORATORIES 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. SWALWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Sandia National Laboratories (Sandia) 
which will celebrate 75 years of outstanding 
innovation and dedication to advancing the 
frontiers of science and technology today, Oc-
tober 22, 2024. 

Sandia was established in 1949 in Albu-
querque, New Mexico as a key component of 
the United States’ commitment to developing 
and maintaining a safe and secure nuclear de-
terrent. Sandia has since evolved into a pre-
mier multidisciplinary research institution dedi-
cated to solving the nation’s most challenging 
problems. The dedicated scientists, engineers 

and staff at Sandia have exemplified the high-
est standards of professionalism and innova-
tion, contributing to the security and well-being 
of our nation and enhancing the quality of life 
for people around the world. 

In 1956, Sandia opened its second site in 
California’s Livermore Valley, growing from a 
small group of scientists to what is now over 
1,600 staff, along with 300 contractors, 
postdoctoral fellows, and students, broadening 
the scope of the work and playing a vital role 
in Sandia’s overall mission. Sandia has fos-
tered a culture of collaboration and excellence, 
working closely with neighboring Lawrence 
Livermore National Lab, government agencies, 
industry partners, and academic institutions to 
address complex technical challenges and de-
liver groundbreaking solutions. 

Sandia’s impact extends beyond their imme-
diate research endeavors, inspiring future gen-
erations of scientists and engineers, and play-
ing a pivotal role in shaping the technological 
landscape of our nation. 

For the past 75 years, Sandia has dem-
onstrated unparalleled excellence in engineer-
ing, research and development, driving ad-
vancements in areas such as renewable en-
ergy, cybersecurity, and advanced manufac-
turing. I join the past and present teams of sci-
entists and supporting staff at Sandia National 
Laboratories in celebrating the legacy they’ve 
created and wish them many more productive 
years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
EDUCATION WEEK OF 2024 

HON. ANDY HARRIS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege 
to recognize all who contribute to Education in 
anticipation of National Education Week 2024. 

American Education Week started as an ef-
fort to better generate public support for edu-
cation as a joint effort between the National 
Education Association (NEA) and the Amer-
ican Legion. Concerned with as much as 25 
percent of World War I draftees being illiterate, 
the two organizations sought to shine a na-
tional light on the need to increase support for 
education. 103 years later, educators around 
the country continue this advocacy which I am 
proud to support. 

Maryland’s First Congressional district has 
over 200 schools at all levels of our education 
system, all of which with a dedicated team of 
teachers and support staff committed to bring-
ing out the best in our next generation. As we 
celebrate the upcoming 103rd National Edu-
cation week between November 18th through 
November 22nd, let us all take a moment to 
express our gratitude for their service to our 
communities. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF JAVIER CAVAZOS 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
and celebrate the life of Javier Cavazos, a leg-
endary coach and mentor who passed away 
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on October 12, 2024, at the age of 77. For 
over five decades, Coach Cavazos devoted 
his life to enriching the lives of Lansing’s youth 
through his passion for sports, teaching not 
only the fundamentals of baseball and basket-
ball but also the values of perseverance, re-
spect, and determination. His impact stretched 
far beyond the playing field, and his legacy will 
live on through the countless lives he touched. 

Born on December 24, 1946, in San Juan, 
Texas, Javier Cavazos later made Lansing, 
Michigan, his home. His love for sports and 
his passion for mentoring began early. His 
journey started in 1964 when, at just 18 years 
old, he volunteered to supervise his brother 
and their friends in an after-school program. 
That same year, he founded the Northside 
Athletic and Recreational Club, marking the 
beginning of an extraordinary coaching career. 

By 1972, Cavazos had formed Lansing’s 
original Little League, setting the stage for 
decades of success in youth baseball. Under 
his guidance, teams from the Northside Ath-
letic and Recreational Club—later renamed 
the Capital Area Youth Sports Association in 
1990—won numerous state and regional 
championships. In addition to his success in 
baseball, Coach Cavazos also coached bas-
ketball for nearly 40 years. Throughout his 
coaching career, he emphasized hard work, 
accountability, and teamwork, helping his play-
ers excel both on and off the field. 

Coach Cavazos taught standout athletes 
such as Baseball Hall of Famer John Smoltz, 
Michigan State University and Los Angeles 
Lakers basketball legend Earvin ‘‘Magic’’ 
Johnson, and many of the Lansing area’s girls’ 
basketball stars. His accomplishments earned 
him induction into both the Michigan Baseball 
Hall of Fame and the Greater Lansing Sports 
Hall of Fame, cementing his place as one of 
the state’s most influential figures in sports 
and highlighting his remarkable impact on the 
local community. 

Beyond his accolades, Javier Cavazos was 
a mentor and role model who believed in the 
transformative power of sports to uplift others. 
He was unwavering in his commitment to the 
youth under his care, driven not by personal 
recognition but by his love for the game, the 
children he coached, and life itself. 

As we celebrate Javier Cavazos’s life today, 
it is with great respect and appreciation that I 
recognize his extraordinary contributions here 
in the People’s House. May his love for oth-
ers, his dedication to youth sports, and his 
commitment to teaching some of life’s most 
important lessons continue to inspire future 
generations. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
FREDERICK BIERMANN 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the extraordinary life of Frederick 
Biermann, a man whose legacy of courage, 
service, and innovation spans continents and 
generations. Born in Vienna in 1930, Fred and 
his family fled Nazi-occupied Austria in 1938, 
eventually finding refuge in the British Man-
date for Palestine. At the young age of 15, 
Fred joined the Haganah, defending his com-

munity from oppression and later serving with 
distinction in the Israeli Defense Forces during 
Israel’s fight for independence. Fluent in five 
languages, Fred immigrated to the United 
States in 1952 and continued his service, 
eventually rising to the rank of Colonel in both 
the Israeli Defense Forces and United States 
Army. His leadership was mirrored by his in-
novative contributions in the fields of dentistry 
and medicine, where he pioneered advance-
ments in bridges, implants, and even heart 
valve technology. A devoted husband to Rose 
and a loving father to Sharon, Hal, and 
Wendy, Fred’s life was marked by resilience, 
dedication, and an unwavering commitment to 
improving and safeguarding the world around 
him. 

It is my privilege to include in the RECORD 
his name in recognition of a life that truly ex-
emplified service and excellence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF PENNDEL BOROUGH 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor an extraordinary municipality within 
my district as it proudly marks the 
Quasquicentennial of its inception. 

Penndel Borough, nestled in the heart of 
Bucks County, boasts a rich and storied his-
tory that traces back to the early days of 
English colonization when settlers journeyed 
with the visionary William Penn to establish 
Pennsylvania as a beacon of freedom and op-
portunity. In 1684, a tract of several hundred 
acres lying east of the Neshaminy Creek was 
granted by William Penn to Thomas 
Langhorne, later passing to his son Jeremiah 
Langhorne. This pristine tract, renowned for its 
natural beauty and lush landscapes, was aptly 
named Eden, a testament to the idyllic setting 
that inspired those early settlers. 

The landscape transformed significantly in 
1876 with the establishment of the Reading 
Railroad station which ignited a wave of 
growth and prosperity, leading to the rapid de-
velopment of homes and businesses that cre-
ated a vibrant village atmosphere. In 1899, 
this community was incorporated as 
Attleborough, a name that reflected its bur-
geoning identity. Over the years, as the com-
munity evolved and grew, it became known as 
South Langhorne before officially adopting the 
name Penndel Borough in 1947—a name that 
resonates throughout Bucks County today with 
pride and heritage. 

This year, Penndel Borough celebrates an 
incredible 125 years as a self-governing entity. 
Situated at a bustling crossroads of highways 
and rail, it is a vital hub of business and trans-
portation and home to more than 2,500 resi-
dents, who embody the spirit of community 
and resilience. The Borough thrives with a di-
verse business community, churches, and 
local organizations that contribute to its rich 
tapestry of culture and support. 

This milestone is more than a celebration of 
history—it represents the hard work, dedica-
tion, and vision of the men and women who 
have come together over the decades to build 
and nurture this remarkable community. 

As we gather to commemorate this remark-
able anniversary, let us not only celebrate the 

rich tapestry of Penndel Borough’s history but 
also honor the indomitable spirit of its people. 
Penndel Borough is a shining example of all 
that can be achieved when citizens unite with 
purpose and passion. The next 125 years hold 
tremendous potential, and I am confident this 
community will continue to thrive, innovate, 
and inspire as a cornerstone of our district. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
HOUSTON—CLEAR LAKE 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the University of Houston—Clear Lake 
in celebration of its 50th anniversary. 

The University of Houston—Clear Lake, also 
known as UHCL, opened in 1974 to support 
the aerospace industry near NASA’s Johnson 
Space Center. Five decades later, it has be-
come a vital part of the Southeast Houston 
community, offering more than ninety under-
graduate, graduate, and doctoral degree pro-
grams in science, business, education, and 
the arts. UHCL’s physical growth during this 
time has included the addition of a second 
campus in Pearland in 2010 and its expansion 
into a four-year university in 2014, a move that 
significantly increased the student population. 
The university’s founding emphasis on science 
and technology has also gone beyond its origi-
nal purpose to embrace other scientific areas, 
highlighted by a partnership with the Texas 
Medical Center that began in 2004. 

Over 80,000 alumni have emerged from 
UHCL, many of whom are leaders in indus-
tries critical to our state and nation, including 
aerospace, healthcare, and education. How-
ever, the national recognition UHCL has re-
ceived has never eclipsed the university’s re-
gional focus or its commitment to public serv-
ice and empowerment of students to give back 
to their communities. 

Throughout its history, UHCL’s leadership 
has worked diligently and harnessed every 
tool available to support and keep a center for 
higher education in the Clear Lake area. 
These leaders have included past presidents 
Alfred R. Neumann, Tom Stauffer, Glenn 
Goerke, Bill Staples, and Ira Blake. Since 
2021, Dr. Richard Walker has admirably 
served as the university’s sixth president. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent this 
esteemed institution that has contributed much 
to the Clear Lake area. Congratulations again 
to the University of Houston—Clear Lake on 
half a century of success. God Bless and Go 
Hawks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN WEINFURTER 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to John Weinfurter and his two 
decades of service to the House, as well as 
his continued commitment to this body in his 
longtime service as president of the House 
Chiefs of Staff Alumni Association. 
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John came to D.C. just over 50 years ago 

from Wisconsin, where he grew up in a suburb 
of Milwaukee, the oldest of nine kids. Shortly 
after earning his undergraduate degree at 
Marquette University, he moved to Wash-
ington and started work at the Democratic Na-
tional Committee and graduate school at 
Georgetown University. In January of 1977, he 
joined then-Congressman Joe Moakley’s office 
as press secretary, but very shortly, at the age 
of 28, he became Mr. Moakley’s chief of staff 
in what was his third term in the House. 

John went on to dedicate 20 years of his 
career to working for Congressman Moakley 
and the people of Massachusetts. Over the 
course of those two decades, John guided Mr. 
Moakley’s office as Moakley took on growing 
responsibility, serving as a whip for Speaker 
Tip O’Neill, as chair of the Democratic Per-
sonnel Committee, as a member of the Steer-
ing and Policy Committee, and eventually, 
Chairman of the House Rules Committee. 
Through all these experiences, John got an in-
side view of the close bonds that Rep. Moak-
ley built with his fellow House members, on 
both sides of the aisle, and the way that the 
House worked in a different era. 

Later, John served as the President and 
CEO of the Congressional Economic Leader-
ship Institute (CELI). CELI was a bipartisan 
educational foundation designed to acquaint 
Members of Congress, their staff, and cor-
porate executives with emerging economic 
issues. During his tenure at CELI, John co-
ordinated more than 200 sessions in the U.S. 
Senate and House, and brought CEOs, for-
eign heads of state, parliamentary delegations, 
authors, economists, cabinet secretaries, and 
regulatory agency leadership together in fo-
rums on economic growth and productivity. 

He later worked in government relations, 
joining Capstone National Partners in 2016, a 
government affairs and public policy firm with 
offices in Milwaukee and Washington, D.C.— 
a move that has now allowed him to take his 
journey full circle, home to Wisconsin to live 
near his sisters in Milwaukee. 

Working in this body for decades, one 
comes to understand the importance of build-
ing strong relationships with those who have 
the privilege of serving in it alongside you— 
and that goes for staff as well as Members. 
We all serve for the good of the American 
people, but also for the good of this institution. 
John understood that during his time here. I 
know that is why when he left, he chose to 
continue that effort through his work with the 
House Chiefs of Staff Alumni Association—an 
Alumni-driven educational and professional or-
ganization that brings together former and cur-
rent House Chiefs of Staff for mentorship, net-
working events and presentations on current 
events and an annual reception in honor of 
the current House Chiefs who serve our of-
fices. 

It is no surprise that John provided dynamic 
leadership for the group. As president, he took 
the lead in securing speakers for joint lunches 
held with members of the current House 
Chiefs of Staff Association. These included 
Supreme Court justices such as Elena Kagan, 
Antonin Scalia and Stephen Breyer, leading 
media figures, journalists, and former Mem-
bers of Congress. In addition, he specialized 
in making receptions and dinners come to-
gether for current and former House chiefs at 
embassies across D.C., including the Cana-
dian, German, French, Irish, Belgian, Finnish 
and Thai embassies, among others. 

Last year, the House Chiefs of Staff Alumni 
Association celebrated its 35th anniversary, 
and acknowledged John for being the longest- 
serving president of the organization—having 
served for nearly half of those 35 years. In 
doing so, John took on the title ‘‘president 
emeritus,’’ having carried the organization 
through COVID shutdowns, and handing it 
over to the next leaders to keep its long tradi-
tion alive. 

Mr. Speaker, John is a great man, but he is 
also a fundamentally good guy who I and so 
many others are privileged to call a friend and 
mentor. I want to thank him for his incredible 
service to this institution, for his work to 
strengthen our country and strengthen our 
community here on the Hill, and for his years 
of friendship and leadership through the 
House Chiefs of Staff Alumni Association. 

f 

HONORING BARBARA SCHAFFER 
FOR HER INVALUABLE CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO THE ELM 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, tonight, mem-
bers of New Haven’s vibrant arts community 
have gathered for the Elm Shakespeare Com-
pany’s annual gala—an event which both cele-
brates the past success of the organization 
and looks ahead as they announce plans for 
their next season. As part of this year’s gala, 
Elm Shakespeare will also honor the invalu-
able contributions of the remarkable Barbara 
Schaffer, who recently stepped down from her 
25-year role as Development Director for the 
organization. Throughout her time with Elm 
Shakespeare, Barbara’s passion for the arts, 
tenacity, and dedication enabled the Company 
to thrive, cementing its place as one of our 
community’s most beloved cultural institutions. 

Barbara began her professional career with 
Chase Bank, working in offices in both New 
York and London. When she left the finance 
industry, it was to pursue a path in the non- 
profit sector, becoming the Executive Director 
of High Hopes, a therapeutic riding program 
serving individuals with emotional health chal-
lenges, learning or developmental disabilities, 
and other neurodivergent challenges. While 
Barbara was proud of the work she was doing 
with High Hopes, in March of 1998, she found 
her true calling when she accepted a role at 
Elm Shakespeare Company. 

Elm Shakespeare was only in its third sea-
son of Shakespeare in the Park when Barbara 
joined the organization. Over the course of the 
following 25 years, Barbara’s incredible talent, 
commitment, and leadership were instrumental 
in growing the organization into the beloved 
and respected arts program it is today. Bar-
bara spearheaded fundraising campaigns, cul-
tivated community and corporate sponsor-
ships, and forged key partnerships with the 
National Endowment of the Arts as well as 
Connecticut Humanities. Barbara developed 
Elm Shakespeare’s partnership with Southern 
Connecticut State University, a relationship 
which has led to the Company becoming the 
University’s Theater in Residence. In fact, it 
was Barbara who launched Elm Shake-
speare’s annual gala and auction which has 

not only become a successful fundraiser but a 
cherished event for New Haven’s arts commu-
nity. 

I, like so many others gathered this evening, 
count myself fortunate to be able to call Bar-
bara my friend. She has an extraordinary 
depth of energy, passion, and commitment. 
‘‘Tapestry’’ is the theme of tonight’s event, and 
it could not be a more fitting tribute to the 
woman whose passion and dedication has en-
abled the Elm Shakespeare Company to 
weave the magic of live theater throughout our 
community. She has helped shape Elm 
Shakespeare Company into the wonderful or-
ganization it is today, leaving an indelible mark 
not only on Elm Shakespeare but on the New 
Haven arts community as well. 

I am honored to stand today and extend my 
deepest thanks and appreciation to my good 
friend, Barbara Schaffer, for her good work 
and invaluable contributions to the Elm Shake-
speare Company. All the better for her re-
markable effort, we are so fortunate that she 
continues to be such a strong supporter of the 
New Haven arts community. While her retire-
ment marks the end of an era, I wish Barbara 
and her husband, Michael, the very best as 
they enjoy this new life chapter. 

f 

HONORING SUE HARRISON 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Ari-
zona’s 8th Congressional District, it is my 
honor to recognize Sue Harrison, the former 
President of the Pebble Creek Republican 
Club. 

Sue has distinguished herself by providing 
exceptional service to the residents of the 
Pebble Creek area of Goodyear, Arizona. Sue 
has worked tirelessly to educate, train, and in-
spire the next generation of citizens through 
civic engagement. 

The efforts of Sue and the Pebble Creek 
Republican Club have been pivotal to the suc-
cess of elected officials and candidates in the 
Phoenix West Valley. 

I am thankful for Sue’s leadership and dedi-
cation to conservative principles. I sincerely 
appreciate her service to the 8th Congres-
sional District and the State of Arizona. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE RETIREMENT 
OF WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ TEAGUE 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and honor a remarkable individual 
whose dedication and service to our commu-
nities has spanned nearly seven decades— 
Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Teague. As he embarks on 
his well-deserved retirement, I want to express 
my deepest gratitude for his unwavering com-
mitment to the residents of Indio, California 
and the Coachella Valley. 

Bill’s journey with the Valley Sanitary District 
began in 1951 when he was hired as a Plant 
Operator. Over the next 34 years, he rose 
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through the ranks to become the General 
Manager, a position he held for 28 years. His 
leadership not only enhanced our wastewater 
management but also set a standard for excel-
lence that continues to benefit our community 
today. 

Bill retired as an employee of Valley Sani-
tary District in 1985, but his passion soon 
brought him back. In 1991, Bill was elected to 
the Valley Sanitary District Board of Directors, 
where he has served tirelessly for over 33 
years, including two decades as President 
from 1992–2011. His contributions have been 
invaluable, ensuring that our local water re-
sources are managed with care and innova-
tion. Bill also served on the East Valley Rec-
lamation Authority, taking on various leader-
ship roles, including President and Treasurer, 
further demonstrating his commitment to envi-
ronmental stewardship. 

Throughout his career, Bill has received nu-
merous accolades, including the prestigious 
Wm. D. Hatfield Award and recognition from 
both the Santa Ana Basin and Colorado River 
Basin for his significant contributions to the 
wastewater industry. His work with the Cali-
fornia Water Pollution Control Agency and 
other organizations underscores his passion 
for public service and community improve-
ment. 

Beyond his professional accomplishments, 
Bill has actively engaged with various commu-
nity organizations, from the Indio Chamber of 
Commerce to the Coachella Valley Boys Club, 
always seeking to uplift those around him. His 
service on multiple committees and boards re-
flects his dedication to fostering a better com-
munity for all. 

As Bill retires from the Board of Directors in 
December 2024, we celebrate not only his 
professional achievements but also the lasting 
impact he has made on the lives of countless 
individuals in our communities. 

Mr. Speaker, let us all join in recognizing Bill 
Teague’s outstanding contributions to our 
community and extend our heartfelt gratitude 
for his years of dedicated service. On behalf 
of California’s 25th Congressional District, we 
wish him all the best in his retirement, know-
ing that he leaves behind a foundation of ex-
cellence that will inspire future leaders. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GREGORY 
‘‘DON’’ HUNSUCKER 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Gregory ‘‘Don’’ Hunsucker, a 
beloved husband, brother, father, and leader. 

Born on August 29, 1947, Gregory was one 
of two sons born to Gragrie and Jolene 
(Frazier) Hunsucker. Growing up, Don learned 
lessons such as to always fight for what is 
right, to help those who can’t help themselves, 
and to never, ever give up which served him 
well when doctors told him he would never 
walk again due to an accident he sustained 
while riding a horse at Church camp. True to 
his virtues, Don not only walked again but 
went on to pursue his athletic aspirations at 
Parlier High school and even college after. 

Parlier High is also where Don met the love 
of his life, Linda Mae, who he described as 

the prettiest girl he ever saw. Lucky for him, 
her devotion matched his infatuation and the 
two shared a bond for the next 55 years, dedi-
cating their lives to their greatest gifts, Jerry 
and Michelle. As a husband and father, Mr. 
Hunsucker cherished every moment with his 
family. Whether it was dressing up as Santa 
on Christmas or teaching them how to throw 
a football, he always made sure to not just tell 
them he loved them but showed them as well. 

In 1971, Don decided to join the fight of the 
labor movement and began serving as a Spe-
cial Representative and Organizer for the Re-
tail Clerks International Association. Eventu-
ally, he became the Union Representative for 
the Retail Clerks Local 1288, and following the 
merger of several unions he was elected as 
the President—Chief Executive Officer of the 
United Food and Commercial Workers, Local 
1288. As the youngest person to ever be 
elected President of a local union, Mr. 
Hunsucker was fearless in his struggle to ad-
vocate for his members but always managed 
to conduct himself with respect when inter-
acting with others. Whether it was at the nego-
tiating table or heading a picket line, Don al-
ways put his members first which grew ten- 
fold by the time he retired in 2007. 

Throughout his distinguished career, he also 
held many titles in other organizations such as 
Vice President of the California Federation of 
Labor, Chair of the Northern California Cau-
cus, Trustee of the Northern California Joint 
Pension Fund, President of the Fresno- 
Madera-Tulare-Kings Counties Central Labor 
Council, and Vice President of the Fresno 
Area Coalition of Organized Labor. Even after 
his retirement, Mr. Hunsucker continued to 
help and honor workers of the Central Valley 
by becoming President of the UFCW Local 
1288 Retiree’s Club where he was instru-
mental in founding Union Park, and Workers 
Memorial Foundation, Inc. For all of these ef-
forts and more, Don was named Labor Leader 
of the Year three times in his lifetime. 

In addition to his commitment to labor, Don 
was extremely involved within his community 
as well. For example, he helped raise money 
for the Cancer Society, Leukemia Society, 
Muscular Dystrophy and the Fresno State 
Boosters Club. He also served as a board 
member for several organizations including 
United Way, the Easter Seal Society, and the 
City of Fresno’s Bid Compliance Committee. 
Don truly did it all and was more than deserv-
ing of all the recognition he received, including 
the Key to the City of Fresno as well as the 
City of Parlier. 

Despite his countless achievements, Don al-
ways remained true to the virtues he learned 
as a child and committed his life to fighting for 
what he felt was right. He was a leader of the 
community and his willingness to stand up for 
others was admired by many. Although his 
love and thoughtfulness will be missed greatly 
by those fortunate to know him, his legacy will 
live on through the love of his life, Linda Mae, 
and their greatest gifts, Michelle and Jerry. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Gregory ‘‘Don’’ Hunsucker for his 
contributions to labor and the community. May 
we continue to be inspired by his story. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF POLICE 
CHIEF HARRY HASKINS 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Harry Haskins, Jr., who passed away on Sep-
tember 1, at the age of 87. Mr. Haskins dedi-
cated his life to law enforcement and the well- 
being of Virginians. 

Mr. Haskins was born in Clifton Forge, Vir-
ginia on October 8, 1936. He graduated from 
the old Clifton Forge High School. He later 
earned an Associate’s degree from Virginia 
Western Community College and a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Roanoke College. 

His service to law enforcement began in 
1958 as a trooper with Virginia State Police, 
where he dedicated 16 years of his career. 

In 1974, he became a Special Agent with 
the U.S. Forest Service, before accepting a 
position as Chief of Police for the City of 
Salem in 1975. 

As Chief of Police, Mr. Haskins excelled at 
his job and became a fixture in the Salem 
community. His contributions to Salem’s police 
force included establishing the Drug Abuse 
Resistance Education program. 

Mr. Haskins was a founding member of the 
Cardinal Criminal Justice Academy, serving as 
Chairman of the Governing Council for 10 
years. His experience on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Virginia Association of Chiefs of 
Police, which included a stint as President, al-
lowed him to advocate for law enforcement of-
ficials and improve department practices. 

His outstanding service to the Common-
wealth of Virginia and City of Salem would last 
two decades until his retirement at the end of 
1995. 

The City of Salem elected Mr. Haskins in 
1996 to serve on City Council. I worked with 
Mr. Haskins during his time as Chief of Police 
and as a member of Salem City Council. He 
was a classic southern gentleman, and it was 
an honor to know him. 

The recognition of Mr. Haskins’ character 
and accomplishments is evident. He received 
in 1996 the Roanoke College Medal, the high-
est honor bestowed on Roanoke College 
alumni who best exemplify the ideals of lead-
ership, integrity and citizenship that Maroons 
hold dear. He also received the Boy Scouts of 
America Silver Beaver Award. 

He is survived by his loving wife, Judith Bar-
rett Haskins; daughters and husbands, 
Melanie and Scott Leweke of Blue Ridge, Vir-
ginia, and Kathryn and Kevin Glasgow of 
Georgia; and Nadine Kelley of Roanoke, 
mother of his children. Also surviving are step-
children, Will Abernethy of Roanoke, Nathan 
and Julie Abernethy of Roanoke, Whitney Mil-
ler of Dillwyn, and Steve Wilson and Ken Wil-
son. Surviving grandchildren are Greg and 
Sam Glasgow, Emma and Mary Leweke, and 
step-grandchildren Kaylee and Rachel Goin, 
Elijah, Nora and Isaac Abernethy. 

The City of Salem and the law enforcement 
community is forever grateful to Chief Haskins, 
the professionalism he embodied during his 
law enforcement career, and his dedication to 
the safety and well-being of the people of 
Salem. 
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RECOGNIZING TAMARA 

HENDERSON 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
honor Ms. Tamara W. Henderson, the Head-
quarters Training and Doctrine Command G8 
(Resource Management) Director of Finance 
and Accounting and Financial Management 
Officer, who is retiring after 42 years in Civil-
ian Federal Service. 

Ms. Henderson earned a Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration in Marketing and Manage-
ment from Longwood University. Following her 
time at Longwood, she went on to earn her 
Master of Business Administration in Public 
Administration from Old Dominion University. 
Ms. Henderson has spent her entire career 
under the TRADOC Command at both Ft. 
Monroe and Ft. Eustis. She gained valuable 
experience in installation Finance as a student 
trainee in the Fellowship Program, held var-
ious accounting positions, and served as 
TRADOC G8’s Supervisory Systems Account-
ant prior to her assignment as Director. 

As Director, she provided oversight in field-
ing, sustainment, training, and help desk sup-
port for the Army’s financial systems for over 
1600 end users across the command in the 
execution of a $5 billion annual operating 
budget. Ms. Henderson also directed the 
TRADOC Risk Management and Internal Con-
trol Program. She ensured sound fiscal com-
pliance and safeguarded government re-
sources against fraud, waste, and misuse as 
manager of the Anti-deficiency Act prevention/ 
reporting program. 

Ms. Henderson holds a Level III DoD Finan-
cial Management Certification. She has 
earned many significant awards and honors 
throughout her 42-year career, including 2 Ci-
vilian Service Achievement Medals and The 
American Society of Military Comptrollers 
Award for Meritorious Performance in Ac-
counting and Finance. She also received a 
Letter of Appreciation from the Secretary of 
the Army. 

Our great nation is not able to function prop-
erly without the work of people like Tamara 
Henderson. Few people have dedicated their 
entire career to Civilian Federal Service, and 
it is my great pleasure to offer my own con-
gratulations for Ms. Henderson on the happy 
occasion of her retirement after 42 years of 
service to the United States. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask you to join me in recognizing the dedi-
cated career of Tamara Henderson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID BAKER’S 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO SCIENCE 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dr. David Baker on winning the 
Nobel Prize in Chemistry. The Nobel Prize 
award recognizes Dr. Baker’s tremendous 
achievement in utilizing computational protein 
design to turn amino acids into proteins. He 
has made significant strides in the field of bio-

chemistry through his groundbreaking re-
search and has trailblazed various methods to 
build new proteins. 

Dr. Baker is currently a Professor of Bio-
chemistry at the University of Washington in 
Seattle. He is the eighth University of Wash-
ington faculty member to receive a Nobel 
Prize. Dr. Baker’s research has been de-
scribed as visionary. His lab pioneered the 
field by developing much of the world’s most 
popular and effective software for computa-
tional protein design. Dr. Baker’s research has 
helped analyze database information about 
existing proteins to develop new proteins that 
do not exist in nature. 

His success has allowed for the creation of 
novel proteins to tackle some of the greatest 
challenges in medicine, technology, and sus-
tainability. He has deepened scientific under-
standing of protein prediction and made im-
mense contributions to biochemistry research. 
Dr. Baker’s career has been remarkable—to 
date, he has published more than 640 peer-re-
viewed research papers, been awarded more 
than 100 patents, and co-founded 21 bio-
technology companies. 

I was proud to secure $550,000 for the Insti-
tute for Protein Design at the University of 
Washington where Dr. Baker’s lab is housed. 
I am committed to ensuring that Washington’s 
7th Congressional District remains a hub for 
science and innovation. Scientists like Dr. 
Baker are at the forefront of innovation and 
must have the resources to continue to 
change our understanding of the world. 

On behalf of Washington’s 7th Congres-
sional District, I would like to congratulate Dr. 
David Baker on receiving the Nobel Prize in 
Chemistry. I am so proud to recognize his tre-
mendous contributions to science and innova-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MYRA BUSHARD 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the retirement of Myra Bushard, Execu-
tive Assistant to the City Manager in the City 
of Anniston. 

Myra was born on August 24, 1962, to Rev-
erend S.E. and Lousie Dulaney and grew up 
in the Blue Mountain area as the youngest of 
seven siblings. She graduated from Saks High 
School and then New World Business College 
in Anniston in the Executive Secretarial Pro-
gram in 1981. She worked as secretary to the 
President and Vice President at Fort McClel-
lan Credit Union. From 1986 through 1993, 
she worked in Birmingham at the Birmingham 
Credit Union, then worked as receptionist and 
Administrative Assistant at the Calhoun Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce from 1993 through 
1995. In 1995, She worked as Trust Oper-
ations Officer at SouthTrust Bank Trust De-
partment for 10 years. 

Myra has served in her role with the City of 
Anniston since February 28, 2005. She has 
served under four Administrations including 
Mayor Chip Howell, Mayor Gene Robinson, 
Mayor Vaughn Stewart and Mayor Jack Drap-
er. She has served many City Managers in-

cluding John Seymour, George Monk, Don 
Hoyt, Brian Johnson, Kent Davis, James John-
son and Steven Folks. 

Myra’s official retirement date is October 31, 
2024, and a reception in her honor will be held 
on October 30, 2024. 

She is married to her husband of over 40 
years, Bryan. They are blessed with two chil-
dren, Jonathan and Alicia, and six grand-
children. Family is everything to Myra. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Myra and thanking her for her service to the 
City of Anniston. I congratulate Myra. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DEBRA HEMBREE 
LAMBERT 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Debra Hembree Lambert on 
being elected to be the first female Chief Jus-
tice of the Kentucky Supreme Court. She has 
served as a judge for seventeen years, includ-
ing six years on the Kentucky Supreme Court. 

I have had the privilege of getting to know 
Justice Lambert over the years. I have always 
admired her commitment to ensuring every 
person in Kentucky receives the impartial jus-
tice they deserve. 

During her time on Kentucky’s Supreme 
Court, Justice Lambert has headed the Ken-
tucky Judicial Commission on Mental Health, 
which works to address Kentuckians’ mental 
health needs, through improvements to the ju-
dicial system. 

Justice Lambert serves many counties in 
the 1st Congressional District, and they are 
served well due to her hard work and dedica-
tion on our state’s highest court. 

I congratulate Justice Lambert on her elec-
tion to this prestigious position. I am confident 
that Kentucky will continue to greatly benefit 
from her leadership. 

f 

VETERANS DELIVER LETTERS TO 
U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT OF-
FICES ACROSS U.S., URGING 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION OF 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S ARMS 
SHIPMENTS TO ISRAEL 

HON. JOHN B. LARSON 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing press release from Veterans For 
Peace, brought to my attention by Jim Brasile, 
a constituent and leader of a local chapter of 
Veterans For Peace who cares passionately 
about the situation in Gaza. While I may have 
a difference in opinion with some of the con-
tent, I feel that in a democracy, it is important 
to consider a variety of viewpoints. Mr. Brasile 
witnessed the violence of war first-hand when 
he served in Vietnam as a member of the U.S. 
Marine Corps. Since then, he has been a 
steadfast advocate against conflict and for 
non-aggression. I thank Mr. Brasile for his 
service to our country and commend him for 
his commitment to peace. 
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NUMEROUS FEDERAL CRIMINAL STATUTE VIOLA-

TIONS CITED, NO RESPONSE FROM STATE DE-
PARTMENT INSPECTOR-GENERAL 

In sixteen U.S. cities, March 5 through 7, 
members of Veterans For Peace will hand de-
liver an exhaustively researched letter to 
U.S. State Department offices that has got-
ten no response from the department’s In-
spector-General since February 11. 

The cities are Buffalo, New York, Min-
neapolis, St. Louis, Portsmouth, NH, Greens-
boro, NC, Boston, San Diego, Tucson, Chi-
cago, Philadelphia, Atlanta, Bridgeport, CT, 
Los Angeles, Dallas and Houston. 

Josh Paul, former State Department senior 
official who resigned over weapons ship-
ments to Israel said, ‘‘The Secretary and all 
relevant officials under his purview should 
take this letter from Veterans For Peace 
with the utmost seriousness. It is a stark re-
minder of the importance of abiding by the 
laws and policies that relate to arms trans-
fers.’’ 

The letter from Veterans For Peace alleges 
violations by U.S. government officials of: 

The Conventional Arms Transfer Policy, 
which prohibits U.S. weapons transfers when 
it’s likely they will be used by Israel to com-
mit genocide; crimes against humanity; and 
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 
including attacks intentionally directed 
against civilian objects or civilians or other 
serious violations of international humani-
tarian or human rights law, including seri-
ous acts of gender-based violence or serious 
acts of violence against children. Dozens of 
authoritative complaints and referrals made 
by hospital administrators in Gaza, as well 
as by Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch, Palestine Authority, South Africa, 
Turkey, Medicins san Frontieres, UNRWA, 
UNICEF, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, the Norwegian Refugee 
Council and the World Food Programme, 
have confirmed that there is an ongoing 
human rights and humanitarian disaster due 
to Israel’s cutoff of water and electricity, de-
liberate destruction of sewage infrastructure 
and delaying of aid shipments by Israeli 
forces. 

The Foreign Assistance Act, which forbids 
the provision of assistance to a government 
which ‘‘engages in a consistent pattern of 
gross violations of internationally recog-
nized human rights.’’ Arms Export Control 
Act, which says countries that receive U.S. 
military aid can only use weapons for legiti-
mate self-defense and internal security. 
Israel’s genocidal campaign in Gaza goes way 
beyond self-defense and internal security. 

The U.S. War Crimes Act, which forbids 
grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions, 
including willful killing, torture or inhuman 
treatment, willfully causing great suffering 
or serious injury to body or health, and un-
lawful deportation or transfer, perpetrated 
by the Israeli Occupying Forces. 

The Leahy Law, which prohibits the U.S. 
Government from using funds for assistance 
to units of foreign security forces where 
there is credible information implicating 
that unit in the commission of gross viola-
tions of human rights. 

The Genocide Convention Implementation 
Act, which was enacted to implement U.S. 
obligations under the Genocide Convention, 
provides for criminal penalties for individ-
uals who commit or incite others to commit 
genocide. 

Mike Ferner, VFP National Director, said, 
‘‘Just as any good soldier can recognize when 
they are given an unlawful order, we believe 
some State Department staff are horrified at 
the orders they’re given and will decide to 
uphold the law, find the courage to speak out 
and demand an end to the carnage. VFP en-
thusiastically supports Josh Paul for what 

he did and we believe the public does, too. 
The IDF has killed over 30,000 Palestinians 
and is utterly destroying Gaza. These ac-
tions amount to genocide, war crimes, and 
crimes against humanity, and VFP wants 
them investigated.’’ 

Veterans For Peace has over 100 chapters 
in the U.S. and since 1985 has exposed the 
true costs of war and militarism. Its goal is 
to abolish war as an instrument of national 
policy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FORMER MAYOR 
CHRISTOPHER BROWN 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Ms. SPANBERGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor former Mayor Christopher 
Brown, a distinguished resident of Dumfries, 
Virginia, whose dedication and service have 
profoundly shaped his community. 

Mr. Brown’s roots run deep in Dumfries, 
where he has spent his life contributing to the 
town’s growth and prosperity. As a former 
mayor, Mr. Brown played a pivotal role in 
shaping Dumfries’ future, demonstrating ex-
ceptional leadership and vision during his ten-
ure. 

Beyond his public service, Mr. Brown con-
tinues to be a pillar of the community through 
his successful accounting firm. Established in 
1987, his business has provided professional 
personal and business tax advice and prepa-
ration for more than three decades. His exper-
tise and commitment to supporting local enter-
prises has been instrumental in fostering eco-
nomic growth in Dumfries. 

Mr. Brown’s many contributions—as a life-
long resident, former mayor, and respected 
business owner—have left an indelible mark 
on the town. His accounting firm stands as a 
testament to his enduring commitment to the 
local business community. 

Mr. Brown’s unwavering dedication to Dum-
fries serves as an inspiration to all who strive 
to make a positive impact on their commu-
nities. His work ethic, business acumen, and 
public service exemplify the values we hold 
dear as Virginians. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing former Mayor Christopher 
Brown for his outstanding service and endur-
ing commitment to the Town of Dumfries, Vir-
ginia. His legacy as a public servant, business 
leader, and admired community member will 
continue to influence and inspire future gen-
erations in Virginia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RETIRED LIEUTEN-
ANT COLONEL JOHN PHILIP 
KOWZAN 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor retired Lieutenant 
CoIonel John Philip Kowzan. A native of Spo-
kane, Washington, Phil joined the United 
States Army in 1961 and selflessly served his 
Nation for 28 years. During his time in the mili-

tary, he was called upon to serve in Vietnam 
where he earned the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal with 3 
bronze service stars, and the Army Com-
mendation Medal with 2 oak leaf clusters. 

During his decorated military service, retired 
LTC Kowzan developed a profound respect for 
his fellow servicemembers. He saw firsthand 
the personal sacrifices of life and limb that his 
brothers and sisters in arms were prepared to 
make, as well as the invisible scars they 
would each carry home with them. Phil’s pro-
found understanding of these struggles moti-
vated him to dedicate the remainder of his life 
to honoring those who answered our nation’s 
call to service. 

In 2001, Phil was asked to perform Taps in 
conjunction with a military funeral honors serv-
ice for a longtime friend and fellow veteran. A 
musician at heart who played in a number of 
community bands through the years, he hum-
bly accepted the request as a way of fulfilling 
the obligation cited by President Abraham Lin-
coln to ‘‘Honor to the soldier and sailor every-
where, who bravely bears his country’s 
cause.’’ 

Thus began a 23-year long run as a bugler 
in Eastern Washington. 

In 2010, the community’s demand for Phil’s 
services grew exponentially when the Wash-
ington Department of Veterans Affairs opened 
the Washington State Veterans Cemetery in 
Medical Lake, Wash. Without hesitation, Phil 
volunteered to assist with military funeral hon-
ors as one of the facility’s three buglers. In the 
first year alone, he performed more than half 
of the 350 interments at the cemetery, which 
now performs more than 900 services annu-
ally. As the facility’s primary bugler, Phil fre-
quently makes the 46 mile round trip—as 
often as five times a week—to ensure every 
veteran receives the honor and recognition of 
a grateful nation they deserve. 

Phil quickly earned a reputation amongst 
the region’s funeral directors and soon began 
receiving calls to perform at community ceme-
teries, funeral homes, event halls, and public 
events across the state. 

At 86 years young, Phil still carries the 
same burning desire he first felt 23 years ago 
to make sure no servicemember is ever left 
behind. In total, he has rendered honors for 
more than 3,000 military funerals in the Spo-
kane area, making him an inspiration to every 
person he meets. Phil is a decorated veteran, 
committed public servant, and model citizen. 
He is simply the very best of the United States 
of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing retired LTC John Philip Kowzan 
for his more than 50 years of faithful, diligent 
service to our Nation. 

f 

HONORING RAY CARLSON AS MAR-
QUETTE COUNTY VETERAN OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I’d like to con-
gratulate Ray Carlson for being named the 
Marquette County Veteran of the Year. I thank 
him for his immense sacrifices and love of 
country. Ray joined the United States Navy 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Oct 23, 2024 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A22OC8.040 E22OCPT1D
M

W
ils

on
 o

n 
D

S
K

JM
0X

7X
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1063 October 22, 2024 
shortly after graduating from Dollar Bay High 
School in 1969. After completing training at 
Great Lakes Naval Training Center, Camp 
Pendleton, and Coronado, Ray was deployed 
to Vietnam where he was stationed at TanAn 
and assigned to a Riverboat base, supporting 
combat operations throughout Vietnam as a 
central maintenance hub for U.S. watercraft. 

Ray returned home from his service just in 
time for Thanksgiving in 1971, earning the Na-
tional Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, 
and the Vietnam Campaign Medal for his time 
overseas. He began his civilian career in the 
Western UP at the White Copper Mine, and 
upon its closure, obtained a Civil Engineering 
Degree from Michigan Technological Univer-
sity. Ray went on to lead large civil engineer-
ing projects throughout the UP, culminating 
with the critical HW–58 project in Grand 
Marais. Ray’s emphasis on service above self 
did not stop there, as he has been incredibly 
active within the Veteran community, serving 
in numerous capacities throughout the Amer-
ican Legion, including Post 44 Commander, 
12th District Commander, and the 5th Zone 
Commander—spanning the entire Upper Pe-
ninsula over the past 20 years. As one of the 
most active and dedicated individuals in the 
region, Ray also serves the community during 
Bingo at the Jacobetti Home for Veterans and 
Marquette County Fair, Boys State, and the 
Post 44 youth raffle. Ray also has even 
coached baseball for the American Legion 
teams. Reigniting a passion for the sport he 
enjoyed in his childhood, Ray’s time as a 
baseball coach has also helped many young 
men who received his mentorship and guid-
ance—both on and off the field—as they have 
come through the Legion summer ball pro-
gram. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
Ray Carlson as the Marquette County Veteran 
of the Year. I thank him for a lifetime of dedi-
cated service and wish him all the best in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING PAUL CARVER 

HON. DEBBIE LESKO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Ari-
zona’s 8th Congressional District, it is my 

honor to recognize Paul Carver, the Chairman 
of Republican Legislative District 2, which is in 
the north central area of Phoenix and has a 
population of over 246,000. 

As chairman, Paul has worked tirelessly to 
educate, train, and inspire the next generation 
of citizens through civic engagement. His ef-
forts to ensure Republicans are elected in 
Maricopa County have been instrumental to 
the success of Legislative District 2 and be-
yond. 

I am thankful for Paul’s leadership and dedi-
cation to conservative principles. I sincerely 
appreciate his service to the legislative district 
and to the state of Arizona. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
WILLIAM JOHN VUKOVICH, JR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 22, 2024 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, today, we gather 
to pay tribute to a legendary figure in the 
world of motorsports, Bill Vukovich, Jr., who 
recently passed away at the age of 79. Bill 
Vukovich, Jr., a native of Fresno, California, 
was not only a highly accomplished racer but 
also an integral part of a racing dynasty that 
left an indelible mark on the sport. 

Bill Vukovich, Jr. began his racing career in 
1965 and continued until 1983 competing in 
the IndyCar Series and USAC Championship. 
His talent and determination on the track 
earned him recognition, including the title of 
the 1968 Indianapolis 500 Rookie of the Year. 
Over the years, he participated in the Indy 
500, achieving six top-10 finishes, including a 
memorable second-place finish in 1973. 

However, what set the Vukovich family apart 
was not just individual success but their 
unique status as a three-generation racing 
family: Bill Vukovich, Jr., his father Bill 
Vukovich, Sr., and his son Bill Vukovich, III 
became the first, three-generation family, to 
compete in the prestigious Indianapolis 500. 
Their ascent from being local racing heroes in 
the heart of the Central Valley to the grandeur 
of the Indy stage deeply resonated with the 
local community, providing them with cher-
ished figures to fervently rally behind. Trag-
ically, alongside their triumphs, the Vukovich 

family also endured profound losses. Bill 
Vukovich, Sr., a two-time Indianapolis 500 
champion, tragically lost his life in a racing ac-
cident in 1955. Bill Vukovich, Jr. was just 11 
years old at the time, forever marked by the 
radio broadcast that informed him of his fa-
ther’s fatal crash. Then, in 1990, another dev-
astating blow struck the family when Bill 
Vukovich, III lost control of his car during prac-
tice at Mesa Marin Raceway in Bakersfield, re-
sulting in a fatal crash. Bill Vukovich, Jr. was 
46 when he tragically lost his only son, known 
affectionately as ‘‘Billy.’’ 

Reflecting on these unimaginable losses, 
Bill Vukovich, Jr. once said, ‘‘It happened to 
me twice—the impossible happened twice.’’ 
The biography of the Vukovich family pub-
lished in 2012, authored by Bones Bourcier, 
revealed the profound impact of these trage-
dies, especially the loss of Billy Vukovich, III, 
on Bill Vukovich, Jr., describing it as a ‘‘total 
loss of control.’’ 

In 1981, Bill Vukovich, Jr. was rightfully in-
ducted into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame, 
joining his father, who was part of the 1959 in-
duction class, and his son, who was honored 
in 2007. Throughout his racing career, Bill 
Vukovich, Jr. participated in 158 races, achiev-
ing Top 10 finishes an impressive 85 times. 
His journey included thrilling Saturday nights 
at Kearney Bowl, a now-defunct dirt oval track 
in southwest Fresno. In 2019, the City of Fres-
no paid tribute to the Vukovich racing legacy 
by placing a memorial in front of Selland 
Arena in downtown Fresno. Today, as we re-
member Bill Vukovich, Jr., we can find solace 
in the thought that he has found peace and 
has reunited with his beloved son. 

Mr. Speaker, I invite my esteemed col-
leagues to join me in honoring the life and leg-
acy of Bill Vukovich, Jr. His contributions to 
motorsports and the enduring spirit of the 
Vukovich racing dynasty will forever hold a 
special place in the heart of our community 
and the world of racing. 
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