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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. KUSTOFF). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
May 21, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable DAVID 
KUSTOFF to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

INFLATION UNDER THE BIDEN 
ADMINISTRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, since President Biden took of-
fice, the price of gasoline has risen 55 
percent, the price of electricity is up 
close to 30 percent, the price of gro-
ceries is up more than 20 percent, and 
the price of baby food is up 30 percent. 

Across Pennsylvania, families are 
feeling the effects of this inflation. On 

average, they are paying an additional 
$70 a month for housing and an addi-
tional $240 a month for transportation. 
Since 2021, Pennsylvania households 
have spent over $20,000 more than they 
would have because of inflation. 

Recently, President Biden has at-
tempted to claim that inflation was al-
ready at 9 percent annually when he 
took office, when, in fact, it was only 
at 1.4 percent. 

What we are seeing is a President 
who has failed in his duty to protect 
American families. In central Pennsyl-
vania, more than 100,000 families make 
less than $50,000 a year. Mothers 
shouldn’t have to make a decision on 
whether to buy gasoline or to buy 
school lunches. Parents should not 
have to worry at the kitchen table 
about paying their credit card bill or 
their rent. 

This is the reality that President 
Biden’s radical spending spree has cre-
ated over the past 4 years. It is time to 
return to fiscal sanity, and it is time to 
once again be responsible stewards of 
the taxpayer dollar. 

No matter what President Biden says 
in his campaign speeches, inflation is 
the fault of his administration, and it 
is time to put a stop to the President’s 
failed policies. 

RECOGNIZING MEMORIAL DAY 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, as we recognize Memorial 
Day, we remember and honor the over 
1.1 million Americans who have given 
their lives while serving in the Armed 
Forces. These men and women are he-
roes. The American story is not told 
without recognizing the price that they 
have paid to ensure our continued free-
dom. 

In Pennsylvania’s 13th Congressional 
District, we understand the terrible 
price that freedom costs. It was in Get-
tysburg, following the bloodiest battle 
of the Civil War, that President Lin-
coln said we must: ‘‘take increased de-
votion to that cause for which they 
gave the last full measure of devotion.’’ 

In the western part of our district, 
Cambria County was home to both 
United States Marine Corps Sergeant 
Michael Strank and U.S. Army Captain 
Harry Cramer. 

Sergeant Strank was one of the ma-
rines who raised the American flag on 
Iwo Jima. He was killed several days 
later during heavy fighting on that is-
land. 

Captain Cramer was a Green Beret, 
one of the Army’s most highly trained 
warriors who, in 1957, would become 
the first American casualty during the 
war in Vietnam. 

These stories are very representative 
of the men and women across our coun-
try who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

This weekend, amid graduation par-
ties and summer barbecues, please take 
a moment to recognize these brave men 
and women who swore an oath to de-
fend our Nation and gave the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of our freedoms. 

f 

ENDING HUNGER IN CUBA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights and the Office of the 
Special Rapporteur on Economic, So-
cial, Cultural, and Environmental 
Rights expressed concern over the 
worsening of food insecurity in Cuba. 

They noted how this situation dis-
proportionately affects the most vul-
nerable, including older people, preg-
nant women, children, and those with 
chronic illnesses. This is not a problem 
just in Havana. Most of Cuba’s prov-
inces are experiencing high levels of 
food insecurity. 

In March, the BBC reported that, for 
the first time, the Cuban Government 
has asked the World Food Programme 
for help amid food shortages. The WFP 
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said it had received Cuba’s request for 
help to provide powdered milk to chil-
dren under age 7. 

According to the Inter-American 
Commission, the Cuban Government 
approached WFP for help to continue 
the monthly delivery of milk for chil-
dren throughout the country and to 
help with the delivery of flour for sub-
sidized bread in the basic food basket. 

The Commission went on to describe 
how hunger is increasing on the island 
due to a combination of low economic 
growth, high inflation, reduced food 
production and distribution, and infra-
structure problems, especially inter-
ruptions in electricity. 

It also cited recent economic meas-
ures adopted by the Cuban Govern-
ment, including higher prices for fuel 
and electricity, the elimination of sub-
sidies for the basic food basket, and the 
devaluation of the country’s currency. 

The Inter-American Commission and 
the Special Rapporteur then under-
scored that U.S. policies and sanctions 
are intensifying and worsening the so-
cial and economic condition through-
out Cuba and especially affecting the 
Cuban people’s access to food, medi-
cines, and basic necessities. 

In brief, Mr. Speaker, the United 
States is increasing hunger and pov-
erty in Cuba. This is being done delib-
erately and knowingly. It is a human 
rights violation. It also appears it is 
being done with a degree of indiffer-
ence and callousness that I find shock-
ing. It makes me ashamed. 

During all my time as a Member of 
Congress, I have fought to end hunger 
and food insecurity here at home and 
around the world. I do not believe that 
food and medicine should ever be used 
as weapons against innocent civilians, 
not in Sudan, not in Ukraine, not in 
Gaza, not anywhere. 

I have coordinated hearings that 
highlight how governments and armed 
actors use food as a weapon against ci-
vilian populations they view as adver-
saries. 

To see our own government delib-
erately imposing and maintaining 
sanctions that we know make hunger 
worse in Cuba is unconscionable to me. 

It is also unconscionable, Mr. Speak-
er, that some Members of Congress, 
who cling to Cold War policies, appear 
eager to support actions that punish 
and increase the suffering of ordinary 
people on the island. They actually 
raise money off the Cuban people’s suf-
fering. They say they care about 
human rights but contribute to making 
the human rights situation worse. 
They deliberately create chaos because 
they can, with absolutely no regard to 
how it hurts the Cuban people. 

Sadly, President Biden has adopted 
and maintained Donald Trump’s poli-
cies against Cuba, policies that he 
rightly denounced as a candidate and 
when he was Vice President, policies 
that hurt the very people he says he 
most wants to help, like independent 
entrepreneurs, young people, Afro-Cu-
bans, women, and the poor. 

President Biden knows that keeping 
Cuba on the State Sponsors of Ter-
rorism list means no one in Cuba has 
access to the international financial 
system. Our European and Latin Amer-
ican friends and allies are unable to 
provide help to the Cuban people out of 
fear of being punished by U.S. sanc-
tions. Then we wonder why hundreds of 
thousands of Cubans are leaving the is-
land and migrating to our borders. 

I am puzzled and deeply disappointed 
by the President’s inaction. The situa-
tion has become desperate, with little 
hope for a better future. U.S. stubborn-
ness sends a clear signal to the Cuban 
people that there is no reason to be-
lieve that change will happen. 

President Biden, your policies are 
hurting not the Cuban Government but 
the Cuban people. Your policies are 
helping to drive mass migration from 
the island. Mr. President, stop increas-
ing hunger and poverty in Cuba. Re-
move Cuba from the State Sponsors of 
Terrorism list, and let’s move toward 
normalizing relations between our two 
countries. It is in the interest of both 
our peoples. Take action and please do 
it now. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
CLARENCE E. ‘‘BUD’’ ANDERSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a dear friend, Brigadier 
General Clarence E. ‘‘Bud’’ Anderson, 
probably known best, at least by me 
and some others in the neighborhood, 
as Colonel Bud. 

In recent years, Representative TOM 
MCCLINTOCK and I petitioned the Air 
Force to upgrade him to brigadier gen-
eral, which he certainly deserved and 
he earned, but I think most folks kind 
of know him as Colonel Bud. 

What you see there in his coun-
tenance and smile goes even beyond his 
exploits as a triple ace in World War II 
to the kind, nice, and decent man that 
he was. 

You could sit down with Colonel Bud 
and just chat about anything. He was 
willing to talk about his time serving 
in World War II, especially as a fighter 
ace, a triple ace. ‘‘Ace’’ means five 
kills of enemy aircraft. He did that 
over three times. 

He was known as everybody’s friend 
in the Auburn area of northern Cali-
fornia. It was certainly a pleasure for 
me to know him since somewhere 
around 2011 when I first got to meet 
him at a special event there. 

He was always out participating in 
the community when he could. Health 
issues more recently made that tough-
er. He was out there sharing and just 
being an inspiration to so many, espe-
cially young people. He would take the 
time to sit with and chat and talk 

about his experiences. That is very spe-
cial because his service was an incred-
ible experience in helping keep our Na-
tion safe and helping free Europe in 
World War II. Not a lot of veterans 
want to talk about that publicly. It is 
difficult for them. He was the guy who 
could do that. 

You see him here with his aircraft. 
He flew three different types of aircraft 
in World War II, but the one most 
known was his P–51 Mustang named 
the ‘‘Old Crow,’’ of which there are rep-
licas that you can see at certain air 
shows. I am very proud of that, and it 
is well known because of his amazing 
exploits. 

We are very saddened by his passing, 
but our hearts are filled with what a 
great man and a nice man he was. 

He would talk with us about engines 
and airplanes and the dogfighting in 
World War II that got him to that 
point of being a triple ace, and he 
would even talk about NASCAR racing. 

Interestingly, there is a special edi-
tion Ford Mustang done up like his air-
craft that he got to see, which was 
pretty cool as well. It was done, I 
think, by Roush Racing. 

He was a northern California native. 
He grew up on a rural farm in New-
castle, and he loved to watch the air-
planes back then. 

He graduated from Placer High 
School in 1939 and earned his private 
pilot license in 1941 through the Civil-
ian Pilot Training Program. In Janu-
ary of 1942, when duty called, he en-
tered the U.S. Army aviation cadet 
program, receiving his wings that Sep-
tember of 1942. 

In Europe, Bud served two combat 
tours, escorting heavy bombers in the 
P–51 from 1943 to 1945, which was some 
severe duty. 

If you have ever watched any docu-
mentaries, the duty they had in those 
daylight raids to try to bomb Germany 
out of the war is incredible. Those 
‘‘Little Friends,’’ as these Mustangs 
were known, escorting those bombers 
in that difficult mission were indeed 
valuable and loved by them. 

He flew 116 combat missions, 480 
hours’ worth, destroyed 161⁄4 enemy air-
craft, as they divided them up amongst 
a couple other pilots as well. 

b 1215 
Bud flew in the 357th fighter group 

known as the Yoxford Boys and was the 
highest scoring ace in the 363rd fighter 
squadron. Bud came home from Europe 
and married Eleanor Cosby in 1945. 
They had two children, James Edward 
and Kathryn. 

After the war, he became a fighter 
test pilot and later chief of fighter op-
erations. He flew many models of early 
jet fighters and was involved in some 
very unusual flight test programs, in-
cluding down at Edwards Air Force 
Base where much of that came from. 
He has flown over 130 types of aircraft 
and logged over 7,500 flying hours in his 
career. 

He was also assigned in postwar 
Korea as a commander of a F–86 jet 
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fighter squadron there as well, com-
mander in the F–105 wing in Okinawa, 
and two assignments at the Pentagon, 
as well. 

Bud was decorated 25 times. His 
awards include 2 Legions of Merit, 5 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, the 
Bronze Star, 16 Air Medals, the French 
Legion of Honor, and the French Croix 
de Guerre, as well as many other cam-
paign service ribbons. 

When Bud retired from the Air Force, 
he joined the McDonnell Aircraft Com-
pany and served for 12 years as the 
manager of the company’s flight test 
facility there. 

After his full retirement in 1984, Bud 
and Ellie moved back to Auburn where 
he continued to travel, hunt, fish, and 
speak at air shows and just be the 
great man we knew him as. God bless 
him. I am going to miss him person-
ally. What a great friend he was. He 
was a great human being, and I am 
glad to have known him. 

May God bless you, Bud, and hold 
you in His hands. 

Fly high, my friend. 
f 

NATIONAL MILITARY 
APPRECIATION MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. COURTNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, 25 
years ago, the month of May was des-
ignated National Military Appreciation 
Month by an act of Congress intro-
duced by the late Senator John 
McCain, a war hero from the State of 
Arizona. 

Since then, throughout every May, 
our Nation observes a series of military 
events: On May 8, Victory in Europe 
Day, the date Nazi Germany surren-
dered in World War II; May 10, Military 
Spouse Appreciation Day, to recognize 
the exacting service of military 
spouses; and, May 18, Armed Forces 
Day, to honor the roughly 1.4 million 
people who serve as Active-Duty troops 
in all six branches and the 760,000 Na-
tional Guard and Reserves, every one 
of them volunteers. 

Lastly, on May 27, our Nation will 
observe its most solemn national holi-
day, Memorial Day, when across the 
country events will be held at military 
gravesites and veteran gathering places 
to remember and pray for those who 
gave their lives in defense of our Na-
tion’s freedoms and security. 

Mr. Speaker, the definition of appre-
ciation is to express gratitude. Grati-
tude can come in many forms, verbal, 
which certainly counts, but the most 
meaningful is tangible support for the 
disruption and sacrifice that the hard 
work of military service entails. 

Mr. Speaker, I have the honor to rep-
resent eastern Connecticut, home to 
the largest military installation in 
New England, with 9,000 sailors, offi-
cers, and DOD support personal, the 
Naval Submarine Base New London in 
Groton, Connecticut, and the highest 

concentration of veterans in the State 
of Connecticut. 

Last week, I had the opportunity to 
attend a Veterans’ Coffeehouse nearby 
the submarine base, a monthly event 
hosted at Filomena’s, a restaurant 
owned and operated by Michael 
Buscetto, whose amazing staff and vol-
unteers donate a piping hot breakfast 
to 50 or so local vets to share war sto-
ries, have a few laughs, and catch up on 
new developments for the veteran com-
munity. I was asked to provide a legis-
lative update on a variety of those 
issues. 

The most prominent was a progress 
report on the milestone PACT Act 
signed into law by President Biden in 
2022 that finally knocked down barriers 
to healthcare and benefits to millions 
of veterans exposed to toxins during 
the Vietnam war, the Gulf war, radi-
ation cleanup, and Camp Lejeune, the 
most significant expansion of benefits 
and services to toxic-exposed veterans 
ever. 

Since the bill was signed, implemen-
tation has moved fast, as this chart 
shows. As of a few days ago, the VA re-
ported that over 1 million PACT Act- 
related claims have now been granted, 
delivering more than $5.7 billion of 
benefits to veterans and their sur-
vivors. Over 145,000 new veterans have 
enrolled in VA healthcare, and over 5.4 
million free toxic exposure screenings 
were given to all veterans whether 
they are enrolled in the VA or not. The 
law was further expanded a few months 
ago, to include veterans who not only 
served overseas, but also those who 
only served in the continental U.S. and 
are suffering from the cancers and 
heart disease caused by toxic exposure. 

I also briefed the coffeehouse on a 
new measure, which the House Armed 
Services Committee, on which I sit, 
will take up tomorrow, the Service-
member Quality of Life Improvement 
Act as part of the annual National De-
fense Authorization Act. This bill, 
thanks to the bipartisan efforts of the 
Quality of Life Panel, will provide ad-
ditional resources and new authorities 
for servicemembers and their families. 
This effort could not come too soon. 

Last year, for the first time in over 
20 years, the Air Force missed its Ac-
tive Duty enlisted recruiting goal. The 
Army fell short of 10,000 enlisted re-
cruits, and the Navy fell short over 
7,000 enlisted sailors and 2,000 officers. 

Included in this bill for tomorrow are 
authorities to alleviate pay discrep-
ancies for junior enlisted servicemem-
bers, combat food insecurity, support 
childcare, and spousal employment op-
portunities. Importantly, the bill au-
thorizes a 19.5 percent increase in mili-
tary pay for junior enlisted service-
members. 

The bill will also cover 100 percent of 
basic allowance for housing to ensure 
that servicemembers can cover the cost 
of housing no matter where they are 
stationed. It will also make the basic 
needs allowance available to all serv-
icemembers with dependents whose in-

come is less than 200 percent of the 
poverty guidelines, making more serv-
icemembers eligible for the program. 

Incredibly, the panel documented 
that 25 percent of junior enlisted serv-
icemembers today are forced to enroll 
in food stamps in order to put food on 
the table for their families. 

Lastly, the DOD will be given the au-
thority to transfer professional li-
censes between States for military 
spouses, and fully fund childcare fee as-
sistance programs to eliminate wait 
lists for eligible families. 

This is the sort of meaningful grati-
tude that truly adheres to the goals of 
Military Appreciation Month. As John 
McCain often quoted George Wash-
ington: ‘‘The willingness with which 
our young people are likely to serve in 
any war, no matter how justified, shall 
be directly proportional to how they 
perceive how the veterans of earlier 
wars were treated and appreciated by 
their nation.’’ 

These powerful and wise words are 
true today more than ever with an all- 
volunteer force, and we should finish 
the job for successful implementation 
of the PACT Act and pass this year’s 
quality of life bill as soon as possible. 

f 

THE EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE 
COMMITTEE HAS SOLUTIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, employers 
across all industries are looking for 
qualified workers to fill in-demand 
jobs. Job creators are consistently 
finding that skills-based credentials 
can successfully, oftentimes more ef-
fectively, prepare workers for success 
on the job. 

It is not just employers who are rec-
ognizing the value of upskilling. A re-
cent poll found that 82 percent of 
American voters are in favor of bol-
stering the Nation’s workplace devel-
opment programs. 

The Education and Workforce Com-
mittee is proud to spearhead this effort 
with legislation like the A Stronger 
Workforce for America Act, which 
makes critical updates to the Nation’s 
workforce development system. 

Additionally, the Bipartisan Work-
force Pell Act will help connect low-in-
come students and workers with the 
experiences and programs they need to 
gain relevant skills for in-demand jobs. 

In conjunction, these pieces of legis-
lation will be transformative for Amer-
ica’s workforce and prepare more 
Americans for success in the 21st cen-
tury economy. 

f 

DIGITAL ASSETS MARKET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. NICKEL) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Financial Innovation 
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and Technology for the 21st Century 
Act, or FIT21. 

I am proud to have played a critical 
role in crafting this bipartisan legisla-
tion. As a member of the House Finan-
cial Services Committee, I worked with 
my fellow North Carolinian and Chair-
man PATRICK MCHENRY and Digital As-
sets Subcommittee Chairman FRENCH 
HILL, to ensure this bill brings regu-
latory clarity to the digital assets mar-
ket while protecting consumers, pro-
moting innovation, and advancing U.S. 
national security. 

The FIT for the 21st Century Act rep-
resents a bipartisan effort to regulate 
centralized intermediaries in the dig-
ital assets markets, prevent the next 
FTX, safeguard consumers, cement the 
U.S. as a global leader in finance and 
technology and promote a secure, inno-
vative, and inclusive financial future. 

This commonsense legislation is de-
signed to stop another FTX from hap-
pening by giving regulators increased 
power over bad actors, filling regu-
latory gaps between the SEC Commis-
sion and CFTC, creating accountability 
through registration and disclosures, 
requiring companies to mitigate con-
flicts of interest, and requiring firms to 
segregate customer funds from their 
own. 

This legislation provides the CFTC 
with the resources they requested to 
undertake the new rulemaking re-
quired by FIT21 and authorizes the 
CFTC to charge fees to intermediaries 
seeking to register. 

This would be a big deal for the 
United States. Congress has never 
voted on a regulatory structure for 
crypto. In fact, we are operating under 
a 100-year-old securities law. We are 
the global leader in financial services 
and technology today. If we want to be 
the global leader in 50 years, then we 
need to pass the FIT for the 21st Cen-
tury Act. 

The legislation will allow the digital 
asset ecosystem to thrive in the United 
States, cementing American leadership 
of the global financial system and the 
next generation of the internet. With-
out this, the SEC’s regulation by en-
forcement will push the industry over-
seas where Americans are not pro-
tected. 

Additionally, I am proud to have se-
cured an amendment to this legislation 
during the markup, supported by lead-
ers in both parties on the Financial 
Services Committee, expressing the 
sense of Congress that the U.S. should 
seek to foster advances in this exciting 
new era of the internet to improve our 
financial system and create more fair 
and equitable access to Financial Serv-
ices for everyday Americans. 

Much like the dawn of the internet, 
this new blockchain technology some-
times feels like uncharted territory 
with immense possibilities. We are re-
sponsible for ushering in this new era 
in a way that harnesses innovation and 
ensures consumers are at the forefront. 

Digital assets and blockchain tech-
nology have the potential to revolu-

tionize our society. They can grow the 
economy, foster collaboration, enhance 
transparency, increase efficiency, and 
reduce transaction costs for working 
families. 

Given the rapid pace of digital inno-
vation, we must ensure these advance-
ments are not at the cost of consumer 
safety. 

FIT21 will address these challenges 
by establishing stricter regulatory re-
quirements for emerging financial 
technologies and ensuring that these 
innovations are secure and transparent 
before they reach consumers. 

Here is the reality: roughly 20 per-
cent of Americans have invested, trad-
ed, or used crypto, so it is not going 
anywhere. 

Unfortunately, the SEC’s open hos-
tility toward the digital assets indus-
try is not serving President Biden’s 
best interests. The SEC is turning 
cryptocurrency regulation into a polit-
ical football and forcing President 
Biden to choose sides on an issue that 
matters to many Americans. 

As a result, the U.S. is falling behind 
jurisdictions like the EU, U.K., Hong 
Kong, Japan, Singapore, and the UAE. 
We can’t afford to lose our status as 
the economic and technological power-
house of the globe. 

Whether you love crypto or you hate 
it, you should support regulation. The 
status quo just isn’t working, and we 
can’t wait until the next crisis to take 
action. 

It is past time for Congress to act, 
and we have the opportunity to do this, 
this week, with the FIT for the 21st 
Century Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support this 
legislation to send a clear message that 
our priority lies in protecting con-
sumers, cementing the U.S. as a global 
leader in finance and technology, and 
promoting an innovative and inclusive 
financial future. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise this morning to address 
a pertinent issue for all Americans, 
that being Social Security. 

Mr. Speaker, as you know, it has 
been more than 50-plus years since 
Congress, the only body that can, has 
taken action to enhance Social Secu-
rity. 

What becomes even more con-
founding, Mr. Speaker, is that with 
10,000 baby boomers a day becoming el-
igible for Social Security, Congress has 
not acted to enhance this program. 

I was talking to my good friend, 
JODEY ARRINGTON, the other day, and 
reminded him that in his district in 
Texas, for example, he has 128,000 So-
cial Security recipients, and 90,000 re-
tirees, 9,000 children, almost 10,000 wid-
ows, 4,679 spouses, and 14,000-plus dis-

abled workers. They haven’t received a 
benefit enhancement in more than 50 
years. 

Moreover, Social Security has noth-
ing to do with the debt or deficit. It is 
an earned benefit. It is fully paid for, 
and the increases that we are calling 
for, well, the President said it best, we 
are going to pay for those by lifting the 
cap on $400,000. 

You could have people in the audi-
ence, for example, raise their hand if 
they are making more than $400,000. I 
doubt that you would find anybody. It 
is about six-tenths of 1 percent, but 
most people are astounded to learn 
that there is a cap, and they haven’t 
paid anything into the system, a sys-
tem that all Americans pay into. 

b 1230 

For example, Mr. Speaker, in Ten-
nessee’s Eighth District, 189,000 of your 
citizens receive Social Security bene-
fits, and 136,000 of them are retirees, 
25,000 disabled people, 4,000 spouses, 
and the list goes on. 

Here is the most important thing: 
Your district gets $330 million month-
ly. That goes into your district. 

I say this to my colleagues and good 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
who are always talking about economic 
development: What better economic de-
velopment tool is there than for your 
citizens to get payments? 

Nobody gets wealthy on Social Secu-
rity. They haven’t had an increase in 
more than 50 years. 

This money would go right back into 
my colleagues’ districts and be spent at 
the local grocery store, at the phar-
macy, at the dry cleaners, to pay for 
rent or a mortgage, or to put gas in an 
automobile. The money all comes 
back, but Congress hasn’t acted in over 
50 years. 

Mr. ARRINGTON at least says this 
about Social Security 2100, the bill 
that we have put forward: It enhances 
benefits across the board by 2 percent 
and repeals WEP and GPO. 

Do you realize, Mr. Speaker, that 
there are more than 23 million Ameri-
cans who pay taxes on their Social Se-
curity? My colleagues are quick to 
make sure that there is tax relief for 
billionaires. How about for people who 
are actually working for a living and 
then have to pay double taxation on 
their Social Security? Twenty-three 
million Americans. 

There are 5 million Americans who 
get below-poverty-level checks from 
the Federal Government, from Social 
Security, even though they have paid 
in all their quarters. Why? Because 
Congress hasn’t taken action, the only 
body that can. The President can’t do 
this through executive order. The Su-
preme Court isn’t going to act. We need 
to act on a bill. 

As Representative ARRINGTON says: 
Well, I don’t agree with LARSON. 

I said: What don’t you agree with? If 
you have a better idea, put it forward. 

At least he is honest enough to say 
they don’t have a plan, that they 
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haven’t written anything down on 
paper. 

The American people not only need a 
plan, but what they need is help and re-
lief. In this time of global inflation, in 
this time that is coming, it is long 
overdue for Congress to act. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 33 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in 
recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 2 
p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Holy God, we pause to consider Your 
gracious invitation to enter into this 
day, and to live it understanding that 
we are Your beloved children. 

Help us to see that this is not merely 
an invitation but a privilege, an honor, 
to discover that this is a day You have 
made for us to enjoy and employ. For 
with that privilege comes responsi-
bility, the ability to respond to Your 
grace by responding with grace as we 
are able to the needs of others. 

As Your children we are favored to 
have a relationship with You, estab-
lished in Your righteousness and com-
passion. From that relationship, may 
we learn to bring the justice and mercy 
You have shown us, into all that we do. 

Guide us then in the way You would 
have us go and grant us wisdom and 
discernment in our work, that the di-
rection we take and the decisions we 
make would lead us ever closer to the 
peace and freedom You desire for all 
Your people. 

In the strength of Your word we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING APPLEWOLD, 
PENNSYLVANIA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Applewold, Pennsylvania, a tiny bor-
ough located along the Allegheny River 
across from Kittanning in Armstrong 
County. 

Applewold is celebrating 125 years of 
being incorporated on Saturday, June 
1. 

While Applewold has officially been a 
borough for 125 years, it has had a front 
row seat for American history: playing 
a pivotal role in the Battle of 
Kittanning during the French and In-
dian War, witnessing the Pennsylvania 
Canal Kittanning Extension, and wel-
coming the railroad years later. 

To celebrate this momentous anni-
versary, Applewold is celebrating in 
style with a parade and various speak-
ers to mark the occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, Applewold is a small 
but mighty municipality. In fact, based 
upon the last Census, the population is 
344 people residing in 219 houses. It is 
our small boroughs like Applewold that 
make our district, our Commonwealth, 
and our country so great. Their enthu-
siasm to share their history allows us 
to keep telling stories of our past. 

Congratulations to Applewold Bor-
ough on this anniversary. 

f 

BUFFALO BANDITS 
(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today in celebration of the Na-
tional Lacrosse League’s Buffalo Ban-
dits who just won their second league 
championship in a row over the week-
end, in a 15–13 win over the Albany 
FireWolves, completing a sweep of the 
playoffs and winning their ninth game 
in a row. 

On the bench, they were led by their 
head coach, Bandits legend John 
Tavares, among the greatest players to 
ever take the field in the NLL. 

On the field, Josh Byrne, league 
MVP, led the way with 9 points in the 
championship game and 135 points 
throughout the season. 

Other standouts this season include 
Dhane Smith, with 134 points, Chris 
Cloutier with 68 points, and Chase Fra-
ser with 57 points. 

This back-to-back championship is 
the Bandits’ sixth in franchise history, 
putting them in a first place league- 
wide tie for the most titles, and hope-
fully setting an example for our other 
beloved teams, the Buffalo Bills and 
the Buffalo Sabres. 

We congratulate the Bandits and 
thank them for, once again, making 
Buffalo and western New York proud. 

FOREST MANAGEMENT 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, our 
forests are in crisis, and we must act 
with urgency on managing them and 
making them more fireproof. 

In the past few years, for example, 
my district in northern California has 
seen the devastating effects of 
wildfires, from the Camp fire in 2018 
where 85 people lost their lives, and the 
Dixie fire which consumed 1 million 
acres. 

They are not just statistics. They 
represent real people, homes lost, and 
entire towns disappeared. 

Yet funding alone is not going to be 
enough. We need more tools, we need 
more authorities, and we need categor-
ical exclusions that will help move us 
into the forest more quickly, more 
broadly, and more effectively. 

Pace and scale need to be dramati-
cally increased, especially on Federal 
forest lands. 

The 2024 farm bill promotes active 
forest management; yes, the farm bill, 
because USDA has the Forest Service 
aspect in that bill, as well. We need to 
do much acceleration of the process. 
We don’t want to continue to see the 
West burn year after year. We need to 
put the jobs back in the forests where 
we used to have them 40 and 50 years 
ago. 

The 2024 farm bill will enhance our 
ability to manage forests proactively, 
reduce fuel loads, and put people back 
to work in the West. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois) laid before the 
House the following communication 
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 20, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 20, 2024, at 1:55 p.m. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 109. 

Appointment: United States Commission 
on International Religious Freedom. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KEVIN F. MCCUMBER, 
Acting Clerk. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, May 20, 2024. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
May 20, 2024, at 3:07 p.m., said to contain a 
message from the President regarding the 
Continuation of the National Emergency 
With Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KEVIN F. MCCUMBER, 
Acting Clerk of the House. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE STABILIZATION OF IRAQ— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 118–143) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days prior to the anniversary date of 
its declaration, the President publishes 
in the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq declared in Execu-
tive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003—as 
modified in scope and relied upon for 
additional steps taken in Executive 
Order 13290 of March 20, 2003, Executive 
Order 13315 of August 28, 2003, Execu-
tive Order 13350 of July 29, 2004, Execu-
tive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004, 
Executive Order 13438 of July 17, 2007, 
and Executive Order 13668 of May 27, 
2014—is to continue in effect beyond 
May 22, 2024. 

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruc-
tion of Iraq, the restoration and main-
tenance of peace and security in the 
country, and the development of polit-
ical, administrative, and economic in-
stitutions in Iraq continue to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign pol-
icy of the United States. Therefore, I 
have determined that it is necessary to 
continue the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 13303 with re-
spect to the stabilization of Iraq. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 20, 2024. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
THE JOINT CONGRESSIONAL 
COMMITTEE ON INAUGURAL 
CEREMONIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces the Speaker’s ap-
pointment, pursuant to S. Con. Res. 34, 
118th Congress, and the order of the 
House of January 9, 2023, of the fol-
lowing Members on the part of the 
House to the Joint Congressional Com-
mittee on Inaugural Ceremonies: 

Mr. JOHNSON, Louisiana 
Mr. SCALISE, Louisiana 
Mr. JEFFRIES, New York 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1534 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia) at 3 o’clock and 34 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

MODERNIZING GOVERNMENT 
TECHNOLOGY REFORM ACT 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5527) to amend section 1078 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2018 to increase the effec-
tiveness of the Technology Moderniza-
tion Fund, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5527 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Modernizing 
Government Technology Reform Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REALIGNING USE OF FUNDS WITH ORIGI-

NAL CONGRESSIONAL INTENT. 
Section 1078 of the National Defense Au-

thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public 
Law 115–91; 40 U.S.C. 11301 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(3) USE OF FUNDS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator 

shall, in accordance with recommendations 

from the Board, use amounts in the Fund for 
the following: 

‘‘(i) To transfer such amounts, to remain 
available until expended, to the head of an 
agency for the acquisition, procurement, and 
operation of information technology, or the 
development of information technology 
when more efficient and cost effective, to— 

‘‘(I) modernize, retire, or replace legacy in-
formation technology systems used by the 
agency; 

‘‘(II) enhance cybersecurity and privacy at 
the agency; 

‘‘(III) improve long-term efficiency and ef-
fectiveness of agency information tech-
nology; or 

‘‘(IV) improve the ability of the agency to 
perform the mission of the agency and de-
liver services to the public. 

‘‘(ii) To provide services or work performed 
in support of— 

‘‘(I) the activities described in clause (i); 
and 

‘‘(II) the Board and the Director in car-
rying out the responsibilities described in 
subsection (c)(2). 

‘‘(iii) To fund only programs, projects, or 
activities, or to fund increases for any pro-
grams, projects, or activities that have not 
been denied or restricted by Congress. 

‘‘(iv) To transfer such amounts only for 
programs, projects, or activities that will be 
reimbursed to the Fund to the extent nec-
essary to ensure total amounts in the Fund 
are no less than the amounts needed to keep 
the Fund operational until the Fund sunsets 
pursuant to subsection (g)(1). 

‘‘(B) TERMINATION OR SUSPENSION OF 
FUNDS.—The Administrator shall, in accord-
ance with recommendations from the Board, 
suspend or terminate funding for any project 
with respect to which the head of an agency 
provided fraudulent or misleading state-
ments about such project (including fraudu-
lent statements about technical design, the 
business case, or program management with 
respect to the project) in the application or 
proposal for amounts from the Fund for such 
project.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘or (B)’’; and 
(bb) by striking ‘‘(3)(C)’’ and inserting 

‘‘(3)(A)(ii)’’; and 
(II) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘, consistent 

with any applicable reprogramming law or 
guidelines of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)(i)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3)(C)’’ and in-

serting ‘‘paragraph (3)(A)(ii)’’; and 
(II) by striking ‘‘the solvency of the Fund, 

including operating expenses’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘total amounts in the Fund 
are no less than the amounts needed to keep 
the Fund operational until the Fund sunsets 
pursuant to subsection (g)(1)’’; 

(C) in paragraph (6)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)— 
(I) in the matter before clause (i), by strik-

ing ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph 
(3)’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘paragraph 
(3)(A)(i) and before any services or work are 
provided under paragraph (3)(A)(ii)(I)’’; 

(II) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘unless approved by the 

Director’’; and 
(bb) by striking ‘‘; and’’ and inserting a 

semicolon; 
(III) by redesignating clause (ii) as clause 

(iv); and 
(IV) by inserting after clause (i) the fol-

lowing new clauses: 
‘‘(ii) which shall include terms of repay-

ment that require the head of the agency to 
reimburse the Fund for funds transferred 
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under paragraph (3)(A)(i) at a level that en-
sures total amounts in the Fund are no less 
than the amounts needed to keep the Fund 
operational until the Fund sunsets pursuant 
to subsection (g)(1); 

‘‘(iii) which shall include terms of repay-
ment that require the head of the agency to 
fully reimburse the Fund for any services or 
work provided under paragraph (3)(A)(ii) in 
direct support of the project; and’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by striking clause (i) and inserting the 

following: 
‘‘(i) for any funds transferred to an agency 

under paragraph (3)(A)(i), in the absence of 
compelling circumstances documented by 
the Administrator at the time of transfer, 
that such funds shall be transferred only— 

‘‘(I) on an incremental basis, tied to met-
ric-based development milestones achieved 
by the agency through the use of rapid, 
iterative, development processes; and 

‘‘(II) after the head of the agency has pro-
vided the Director any information the Di-
rector is required to report pursuant to para-
graph (7)(A)(i); and’’; and 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘subparagraphs (A) and (B) 

of paragraph (3)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph 
(3)(A)(i)’’; and 

(bb) by striking ‘‘paragraph (6)’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘this paragraph’’; 

(D) in paragraph (7)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)(i)— 
(I) by inserting ‘‘the written agreement en-

tered into under paragraph (6),’’ after ‘‘de-
scription of the project,’’; and 

(II) by inserting ‘‘(including documented 
market research into commercial products 
and services)’’ after ‘‘used’’; 

(ii) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) in clause (i)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘establishing’’; and 
(bb) by striking ‘‘the cost savings associ-

ated with the projects funded both annually 
and over the life of the acquired products 
and services by the Fund;’’ and inserting the 
following: ‘‘the amount repaid to the Fund in 
accordance with the terms established in the 
written agreements described in paragraph 
(6);’’; 

(II) in clause (ii)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘reliability of the cost 

savings’’ and inserting ‘‘total cost savings’’; 
and 

(bb) by striking the semicolon and insert-
ing ‘‘; and’’; and 

(III) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a period; and 

(IV) by striking clause (iv); 
(2) in subsection (c)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A)— 
(i) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘the greatest 

Governmentwide impact; and’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘the greatest impact on mod-
ernizing, retiring, or replacing Federal leg-
acy information technology systems; and’’; 

(ii) by redesignating clauses (i) through 
(iii) as clauses (ii) through (iv), respectively; 
and 

(iii) by inserting before clause (ii), as so re-
designated, the following new clause: 

‘‘(i) the ability for the head of the agency 
to ensure repayment of funds transferred 
from the Fund to the head of the agency, in 
accordance with subsection (b);’’; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘to 
improve or replace multiple information 
technology systems’’ and inserting the fol-
lowing: ‘‘to modernize, retire, or replace leg-
acy information technology systems under 
subsection (b)(3)(A)(i)’’; and 

(C) in subparagraph (F), by inserting after 
‘‘subsection (b)(6)’’ the following: ‘‘or the 
identification of fraudulent or misleading 
statements about the project (including 
fraudulent statements about technical de-
sign, the business case, or program manage-

ment with respect to the project) in the ap-
plication or proposal for amounts from the 
Fund for the project’’; and 

(D) in subparagraph (G), by inserting after 
‘‘operating costs of the Fund’’ the following: 
‘‘to ensure total amounts in the Fund are no 
less than the amounts needed to keep the 
Fund operational until the Fund sunsets pur-
suant to subsection (g)(1)’’; 

(3) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (5)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B) by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(ii) by inserting after subparagraph (B) the 

following; 
‘‘(C) a senior official from the Cybersecu-

rity and Infrastructure Security Agency of 
the Department of Homeland Security, ap-
pointed by the Director of the Cybersecurity 
and Infrastructure Security Agency, with 
the approval of the Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (6)(A)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘shall be—’’ and inserting 

‘‘shall be 4 employees of the Federal Govern-
ment primarily having technical expertise in 
information technology development, finan-
cial management, cybersecurity and privacy, 
and acquisition, appointed by the Director.’’; 
and 

(ii) by striking clauses (i) and (ii); and 
(4) in subsection (d)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (b)(3)(A) and for products, services, 
and acquisition vehicles funded under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(b)(3)’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (C), by inserting after 
‘‘and reduce waste’’ the following: ‘‘and en-
sure total amounts in the Fund are no less 
than the amounts needed to keep the Fund 
operational until the Fund sunsets pursuant 
to subsection (g)(1)’’; 

(5) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) 
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; 

(6) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE FEDERAL 
CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER; AGENCY CHIEF 
INFORMATION OFFICERS.— 

‘‘(1) AGENCY INVENTORY.—An agency Chief 
Information Officer, in coordination with 
stakeholders and other agency officials, 
shall provide to the Federal Chief Informa-
tion Officer— 

‘‘(A) on or before the first September 30 
that occurs after the date of the enactment 
of the Modernizing Government Technology 
Reform Act of 2023, a list of high-risk legacy 
information technology systems used, oper-
ated, or maintained by the agency, in ac-
cordance with the guidance issued under 
paragraph (4); and 

‘‘(B) on or before September 30 of each year 
after the first year in which the list is pro-
vided under subparagraph (A), any updates 
to such list. 

‘‘(2) LEGACY FEDERAL IT INVENTORY.—The 
Federal Chief Information Officer shall— 

‘‘(A) on or before the first December 30 
that occurs after the date of the enactment 
of the Modernizing Government Technology 
Reform Act of 2023, compile a Legacy Fed-
eral IT Inventory on the basis of the each 
list provided by an agency Chief Information 
Officers under paragraph (1)(A) that includes 
information about each high-risk legacy in-
formation technology system used, operated, 
or maintained by an agency; and 

‘‘(B) on or before December 30 each year 
after the year in which the Legacy Federal 
IT Inventory is compiled, update such Inven-
tory on the basis of each update to the list 
provided by an agency Chief Information Of-
ficer under paragraph (1)(B). 

‘‘(3) PRIORITIZATION LIST.— 
‘‘(A) REQUIREMENT.—The Federal Chief In-

formation Officer shall— 

‘‘(i) not later than 90 days after the date on 
which the Federal Chief Information Officer 
receives the list required by paragraph (1)(A) 
from each agency Chief Information Officer, 
compile, on the basis of each such list, a list 
of 10 legacy information technology systems 
that present the greatest security, privacy, 
and operational risks to the Federal Govern-
ment; and 

‘‘(ii) not later than 90 days after the date 
on which the Federal Chief Information Offi-
cer receives updates under paragraph (1)(B) 
from each agency Chief Information Officer, 
update the list required by subparagraph (A) 
on the basis of each updates to the list pro-
vided by agency Chief information Officers 
under paragraph (1)(B). 

‘‘(B) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 
14 days after the date on which the Federal 
Chief Information Officer compiles the list 
required by subparagraph (A), or updates 
such list, the Director shall submit to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
of the House of Representatives, the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate, and the Comp-
troller General of the United States, a report 
(which may include a classified annex) con-
taining— 

‘‘(i) such list (including any update made 
to such list under subparagraph (A)(ii)); and 

‘‘(ii) each list provided by an agency Chief 
Information Officer under paragraph (1)(A) 
(including any update made to any such list 
under paragraph (1)(B)). 

‘‘(4) GUIDANCE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after enactment of this Act, the Director 
shall issue guidance on implementing the re-
quirements of this subsection that shall, at a 
minimum— 

‘‘(i) prescribe an appropriate format for list 
to be provided under paragraph (1)(A); 

‘‘(ii) prescribe the information to be in-
cluded in the Legacy Federal IT Inventory 
required by paragraph (2); 

‘‘(iii) provide guidance on how an agency 
Chief Information Officer should identify 
high-risk legacy information technology sys-
tems that, at least, requires agency Chief In-
formation Officers, in coordination with 
other agency stakeholders, to identify as a 
high risk legacy information technology sys-
tem any outdated or obsolete system of in-
formation technology that is critical to the 
agency such that the loss or degradation of 
the system would create a security, oper-
ational, or privacy risk to the agency or 
would otherwise impact the ability of the 
agency to perform the mission of the agency, 
effectively deliver programs, or conduct 
business; and 

‘‘(iv) provide guidance on how existing re-
porting structures can be used to submit the 
Legacy Federal IT inventory required by 
paragraph (2). 

‘‘(B) UPDATES.—The Director may update 
the guidance issued under subparagraph (A) 
as the Director determines necessary. 

‘‘(5) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) AGENCY CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER.— 

The term ‘agency Chief Information Officer’ 
means a Chief Information Officer des-
ignated under section 3506(a)(2) of title 44, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(B) FEDERAL CHIEF INFORMATION OFFI-
CER.—The term ‘Federal Chief Information 
Officer’ means the Administrator of the Of-
fice of Electronic Government.’’; and 

(7) in subsection (g)(1), as so redesignated, 
by striking ‘‘On and after the date that is 2 
years after the date on which the Comp-
troller General of the United States issues 
the third report required under subsection 
(b)(7)(B),’’ and inserting ‘‘After December 31, 
2031,’’. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
South Carolina (Ms. MACE) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 5527. 
The Technology Modernization Fund, 

or the TMF, was established by the bi-
partisan, Republican-led Modernizing 
Government Technology Act of 2017. 

The TMF was established because it 
can be difficult to plan and budget for 
Federal legacy IT upgrades through the 
annual appropriations cycle. 

The TMF addresses this problem by 
acting as a self-sustaining funding 
mechanism to assist agencies with leg-
acy IT modernization projects that 
span multiple fiscal years. 

The Federal Government depends on 
IT systems for everything from na-
tional defense to the administration of 
benefits programs. 

Over the course of this Congress, the 
House Oversight Subcommittee on Cy-
bersecurity, Information Technology, 
and Government Innovation has heard 
from current and former government 
officials about the risks and costs asso-
ciated with Federal legacy IT systems. 

These risks include cyberattacks tar-
geted toward highly vulnerable legacy 
systems that house sensitive public 
data. These half-century-old IT sys-
tems are prime targets for malicious 
actors and enemy nation-states. 

My bill, the Modernizing Government 
Technology Reform Act, enhances the 
Technology Modernization Fund by en-
suring a sustainable financing tool for 
fixing costly and risky legacy IT sys-
tems. 

The TMF has strayed from the origi-
nal congressional intent established by 
the bipartisan law Congress passed. It 
does not consistently require agencies 
to repay their awards, an operational 
policy decision made by the adminis-
tration which has put a strain on 
TMF’s resources and hindered the 
fund’s ability to help address future 
legacy IT modernization projects. 

With this legislation, we will refocus 
the TMF on the longstanding need to 
replace legacy IT systems and address 
our cybersecurity risks. 

The reforms made to the TMF by 
H.R. 5527 also prioritize fiscal responsi-
bility and are common sense. Let’s run 
through some of them quickly in the 
bill: 

This will require TMF awards to be 
reimbursed at a rate sufficient to keep 
the fund operational through 2031. 

It requires the TMF to recover all ad-
ministrative costs that projects incur. 

It requires the TMF to suspend or 
terminate project funding if fraudulent 
or misleading statements were used to 
obtain funds. 

It provides agencies more flexibility 
to repay the TMF. 

It increases the visibility into TMF 
awards by requiring written agree-
ments governing each award to be 
made publicly available. 

This legislation also requires each 
agency to conduct an inventory of its 
legacy IT systems, creating a new over-
sight tool to ensure the Federal Gov-
ernment is addressing the problem of 
legacy IT systems. 

Reforming the TMF is necessary to 
ensure it remains a sustainable, revolv-
ing fund that can be used to address 
the costly challenge of modernizing 
legacy IT into the future. 

This is smart and timely reform. 
This is a fair and balanced reauthoriza-
tion. 

I am grateful to my colleagues Rep-
resentatives CONNOLLY and KHANNA for 
their support and collaboration on this 
effort. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bipartisan legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank the distinguished gentle-
woman from South Carolina for her 
great leadership on this as well as Mr. 
CONNOLLY from Virginia for his very 
hard work on it, too. 

In this century, public confidence in 
the Federal Government depends on en-
suring that our Federal information 
technology systems and websites are 
secure, safe, and effective. We invest 
more than $100 billion every year in 
Federal IT needs. Outdated legacy IT 
systems and infrastructure are costly 
to maintain and very challenging to se-
cure against the onslaught of 
cyberattacks by adversaries and crimi-
nal organizations. The constantly 
changing landscape of information 
technology requires resources if Fed-
eral agencies are going to be able to 
protect data privacy, complete their 
missions, and effectively serve our peo-
ple. 

The Modernizing Government Tech-
nology Reform Act would ensure this 
important work continues smoothly by 
extending the Technology Moderniza-
tion Fund’s sunset from December 2025 
to December 2031. It would also clarify 
the use of funds and maintain the re-
payment flexibility adopted by the 
Technology Modernization Fund, 
known as the TMF, in recent years 
while ensuring its solvency by setting 
minimum reimbursement require-
ments. 

Additionally, the bill sets require-
ments for regularly updated inven-
tories and lists of legacy Federal IT 
systems and high-risk Federal IT sys-
tems, as well as of the legacy systems 
that present the greatest security, pri-
vacy, and operational risks. 

This timely and comprehensive pic-
ture of the Federal Government’s most 

serious IT modernization needs will in-
form the ability of the TMF, the ad-
ministration, and Congress to make 
the best investments. 

The TMF provides a self-sustaining 
funding model that has become an es-
sential tool for Federal agencies to ad-
dress these challenges. It supplies up-
front funding for IT projects in ex-
change for future reimbursement once 
a project’s cost savings are realized, al-
lowing agencies the flexibility they 
need to address modernization needs 
outside of the traditional budget cycle. 

The TMF also instills accountability 
safeguards to ensure that taxpayers are 
getting strong returns on our invest-
ments. Projects are selected for fund-
ing after rigorous review by the TMF 
board of technology experts, and writ-
ten funding agreements outline specific 
requirements and milestones that have 
to be met. Funds are distributed incre-
mentally based on performance as as-
sessed by quarterly reviews by the 
board, and technical experts provide 
hands-on support toward successful 
execution of the projects. 

Committee Democrats have sup-
ported robust oversight and funding for 
the TMF, including a historic $1 billion 
investment through the American Res-
cue Plan. With this infusion, high-pri-
ority projects were also allowed re-
duced repayment requirements, if war-
ranted. Since the infusion of these 
moneys, the TMF has received more 
than 220 agency proposals requesting 
more than $3.5 billion, far outpacing 
our funding availability. 

To date, the TMF has provided over 
$900 million to 57 IT modernization 
projects across 32 agencies, and the 
Biden-Harris administration has em-
braced it as an indispensable tool to 
better serve the American people. 

For example, TMF funding is helping 
to digitize veterans’ records, ensuring 
that more than 1 million people and 
their family members who reach out to 
the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration every year get timely ac-
cess to the documents they need to 
verify their qualification for important 
lifesaving benefits. 

TMF funding is also expediting the 
speed and safety of food inspection at 
the USDA, leading to better meals for 
school kids and servicemembers alike. 
TMF funding also better secures all of 
our personal data at the Social Secu-
rity Administration and the Depart-
ment of Education. 

I thank Representatives Mace and 
Connolly for their great work on this 
important project. I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. LANGWORTHY). 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Madam Speak-
er, I thank the gentlewoman from 
South Carolina for the time. 

I rise today in support of the Modern-
izing Government Technology Reform 
Act. It is no secret that America’s 
cyber infrastructure is under constant 
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attack by our adversaries, including 
China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea. 

FBI Director Christopher Wray re-
cently warned Americans of the cyber 
threat that China poses, declaring that 
China’s hackers are preparing to wreak 
havoc and cause real-world harm to 
American citizens and communities. 

b 1545 
Yet, despite warning after warning of 

the rising threats to our Nation’s cyber 
infrastructure, our Federal agencies re-
main dangerously vulnerable to future, 
potentially devastating cyberattacks. 

Every year, the Federal Government 
spends over $100 billion on IT and cy-
bersecurity. Nonetheless, 80 percent of 
this spending goes to operating and 
maintaining outdated, obsolete legacy 
systems. These aging systems not only 
waste taxpayer money but also leave 
us exposed to our enemies. 

These IT systems also require spe-
cific technical knowledge to operate 
and update, which creates enormous 
procurement and hiring challenges, 
leaving agencies scrambling to find 
vendors and employees with the nec-
essary skills. In addition to the upfront 
costs associated with updating legacy 
IT, many of these systems continue to 
run with known security vulnerabili-
ties and unsupported hardware or soft-
ware. This is a ticking time bomb. 

In an effort to bring the Federal Gov-
ernment up to speed with the chal-
lenges of modern-day cyber threats, 
Congress established the technology 
modernization fund to help eliminate 
these vulnerabilities and provide fund-
ing to improve, retire, or replace anti-
quated Federal IT systems and 
strengthen our agencies’ cyber de-
fenses, all without additional expense 
to the American taxpayer. 

That is why reauthorizing and re-
forming the technology modernization 
fund is essential to our future success. 
Under this legislation, Federal agen-
cies can continue the modernization 
process and adopt newer, safer tech-
nology in a rapidly advancing and in-
creasingly dangerous world, all with 
greater congressional oversight to keep 
these efforts on track. 

As my colleagues have already men-
tioned, this bill also establishes a Fed-
eral legacy IT inventory, a new over-
sight tool that will enable Congress to 
evaluate agency and government-wide 
efforts to modernize legacy IT tech-
nology and ensure that such critical 
modernization efforts are being done 
the right way. 

Madam Speaker, our national secu-
rity is at stake. We can’t afford to be-
come complacent while our adversaries 
plot against us. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to take our cybersecurity seri-
ously and support H.R. 5527. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I have 
no further speakers. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume for the purpose 
of closing. 

Madam Speaker, I urge everybody to 
support this fine legislation, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume for 
the purpose of closing. 

Madam Speaker, H.R. 5527 helps en-
sure the TMF can continue to address 
the legacy IT modernization efforts re-
ducing Federal cyber risk and ineffi-
ciencies in Government operations. 

Madam Speaker, I thank my col-
leagues, again, across the aisle for 
their support. I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this very nec-
essary legislation, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Modernizing Govern-
ment Technology Reform Act (H.R. 5527) and 
thank Chairwoman Mace for partnering with 
me on this very important piece of legislation. 

In in 2017, Republican Representative Will 
Hurd and I coauthored the original MGT Act, 
which did two fundamental things. 

First, it authorized all CFO Act agencies to 
establish IT Working Capital Funds (WCF), 
which the Subcommittee has historically 
tracked through the FITARA Scorecard. 

Second, the bill established a centralized 
Technology Modernization Fund (TMF) and a 
governing board for the TMF. 

While we have never been able to get suffi-
cient support for the TMF from our colleagues 
on the Appropriations Committee, the Biden 
Administration saw the value of the Fund 
when it requested $9 billion for the TMF as 
part of its COVID recovery plan. 

We were ultimately able to secure $1 billion 
in the American Rescue Plan Act (117–2). 

The TMF has used that funding to help 
bring agencies into the 21st century. 

Examples include digitizing the Department 
of Veterans Affairs’ (VA) customer support and 
Better Veterans Benefits Management sys-
tems, modernizing the U.S. Office of Per-
sonnel Management’s (OPM) website, and im-
plementing a zero-trust architecture at the 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID). 

Building off the original MGT Act’s success, 
the MGT Reform Act will extend the authoriza-
tion for the TMF through 2031 and sustain this 
critical IT investment tool for federal agencies. 

The bill also directs agencies to create leg-
acy federal IT inventories that includes infor-
mation about each high-risk legacy information 
technology system used, operated, or main-
tained by an agency. 

This legacy federal IT inventory provision 
could be critical to finally retiring all unsup-
ported and costly legacy systems from govern-
ment use. 

We cannot afford to wait until we are in the 
midst of the next global disaster to modernize 
federal IT. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to vote yes on 
the passage of the Modernizing Governrnent 
Technology Reform Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from South Carolina 
(Ms. MACE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5527, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIVERY 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5887) to amend chapter 3 of title 
5, United States Code, to improve Gov-
ernment service delivery, and build re-
lated capacity for the Federal Govern-
ment, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5887 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Government 
Service Delivery Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIV-

ERY. 
(a) AMENDMENT.—Chapter 3 of title 5, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIVERY 

‘‘§ 321. Definitions 
‘‘In this subchapter: 
‘‘(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘agency’ has the 

meaning given that term in section 3502 of 
title 44. 

‘‘(2) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

‘‘(3) GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIVERY.—The 
term ‘Government service delivery’ means 
any action by an agency related to providing 
a benefit or service to an individual, busi-
ness, or organization (such as a grantee or 
State, local, or Tribal entity), including any 
such action of a contractor or nonprofit or-
ganization acting on behalf of the agency or 
administering a federally-funded program. 

‘‘(4) GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIVERY CHAN-
NEL.—The term ‘Government service deliv-
ery channel’ means the format or medium of 
an interaction or transaction with the Fed-
eral Government, including in-person, 
through the mail, through a digital service, 
by telephone, through a contact center, on a 
website, through outreach and communica-
tion, and through collaboration with a third 
party, or through other ways in which an in-
dividual or entity significantly interacts 
with the Federal Government. 

‘‘(5) HIGH IMPACT SERVICE PROVIDER.—The 
term ‘high impact service provider’ means 
an agency program identified by the Director 
due to the scale and impact of the public-fac-
ing services of the program. 

‘‘§ 322. Federal Government service delivery 
‘‘(a) FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIV-

ERY LEAD.—The Director shall designate or 
appoint a senior official as the Federal Gov-
ernment Service Delivery Lead within the 
Office of Management and Budget whose re-
sponsibility is to coordinate governmentwide 
efforts to improve Government service deliv-
ery by agencies. The individual shall have 
the following duties and authorities: 

‘‘(1) Facilitate and coordinate government-
wide efforts to improve Government service 
delivery provided by agencies, particularly 
with respect to high impact service pro-
viders. 

‘‘(2) Carry out the duties and powers pre-
scribed by the Director. 

‘‘(3) Serve as the lead, governmentwide of-
ficial responsible for supporting Government 
service delivery. 

‘‘(4) Advise the Director concerning the im-
provement of Government service delivery 
provided by agencies. 
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‘‘(5) In consultation with each lead agency 

service delivery official and any other agen-
cy stakeholder as appropriate, develop and 
oversee the implementation of government-
wide Government service delivery standards, 
policies, and guidelines for services and pro-
grams provided by agencies, including stand-
ards, policies, and guidelines to— 

‘‘(A) understand the needs of an individual, 
business, or organization interacting with an 
agency; 

‘‘(B) solicit and consider voluntary feed-
back on the Government service delivery by 
the agency; 

‘‘(C) assess Government service delivery 
processes; 

‘‘(D) consider the factors of ease, effi-
ciency, transparency, accessibility, fairness, 
burden (as defined in section 3502 of title 44), 
and duration, including wait and processing 
times, with respect to Government service 
delivery; and 

‘‘(E) encourage the adoption of commercial 
products and services in accordance with sec-
tion 3307 of title 41. 

‘‘(6) Collect and report qualitative and 
quantitative information or data on Govern-
ment service delivery through existing re-
porting mechanisms. 

‘‘(7) Evaluate the quality of Government 
service delivery, including through the es-
tablishment of performance metrics devel-
oped using the standards, policies, and guide-
lines developed pursuant to paragraph (5) 
and the information or data collected and re-
ported pursuant to paragraph (6). 

‘‘(8) Engage with stakeholders to identify 
leading practices in service design and deliv-
ery that would improve Government service 
delivery across and within agencies. 

‘‘(9) Ensure agency service delivery initia-
tives, including those related to the 21st Cen-
tury Integrated Digital Experience Act (15 
U.S.C. 3501 note; Public Law 115–336), are 
identified in agency congressional budget 
justifications. 

‘‘(10) Coordinate with Office of Manage-
ment and Budget stakeholders and other 
agency stakeholders on Government service 
delivery. 

‘‘(11) In collaboration with relevant agency 
officials as appropriate, and in coordination 
with relevant Office of Management and 
Budget stakeholders, ensure that websites of 
agencies, including those associated with 
high impact service providers, are consistent 
with the objectives of this subchapter, the 
21st Century Integrated Digital Experience 
Act, and any other applicable law. 
‘‘§ 323. Lead agency officials for Government 

service delivery 
‘‘(a) RESPONSIBILITY FOR GOVERNMENT 

SERVICE DELIVERY.—The head of each agency 
shall be responsible for the Government serv-
ice delivery of the agency which shall, at a 
minimum, include improving and enhancing 
Government services to better achieve the 
mission of the agency and build and main-
tain trust, transparency, and accountability. 

‘‘(b) LEAD AGENCY SERVICE DELIVERY OFFI-
CIALS.—Not later than one year after the 
date of the enactment of this subchapter, the 
head of each agency shall designate or ap-
point a senior official of the agency (who 
may be the deputy head of the agency) to im-
plement this subchapter who shall have the 
following duties and authorities: 

‘‘(1) Report directly to the head or deputy 
head of the agency. 

‘‘(2) Possess sufficient operational author-
ity to effectuate implementation of Govern-
ment service delivery improvements within 
the agency, particularly with respect to high 
impact service providers. 

‘‘(3) Coordinate and execute, as appro-
priate, under the direction of the head of the 
agency, and in collaboration with relevant 

agency officials as appropriate, efforts to im-
prove and enhance the Government service 
delivery and Government service delivery 
channels of the agency. 

‘‘(4) At the direction of the Federal Gov-
ernment Service Delivery Lead, submit an 
implementation plan for improving agency 
Government service delivery. 

‘‘(5) Coordinate the collection and report-
ing of the data and information required pur-
suant to section 322 and use such data and 
information to improve Government service 
delivery. 

‘‘(6) Facilitate collaboration among and 
between offices, and components within the 
agency and with other agencies as appro-
priate, in coordination with the Federal Gov-
ernment Service Delivery Lead, to improve 
and enhance Government service delivery. 

‘‘(7) Assist with the implementation by the 
agency of the 21st Century Integrated Dig-
ital Experience Act (15 U.S.C. 3501 note; Pub-
lic Law 115–336). 

‘‘(8) Assist in the incorporation of the Gov-
ernment service delivery requirements es-
tablished under this subchapter in agency 
plans (such as strategic plans or annual per-
formance plans). 
‘‘§ 324. Rule of construction 

‘‘Nothing in this subchapter may be con-
strued to diminish or reduce the authority of 
agency Chief Information Officers for infor-
mation resources management provided in 
section 11315 of title 40 or those authorities 
to manage information resources to accom-
plish agency missions as established in sec-
tion 3502 of title 44.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for chapter 3 of title 5, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘SUBCHAPTER III—FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
SERVICE DELIVERY 

‘‘321. Definitions. 
‘‘322. Federal Government service delivery. 
‘‘323. Lead agency officials for Government 

service delivery. 
‘‘324. Rule of construction’’. 

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the relevant congressional 
committees a report that includes the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An assessment of the implementation 
and effectiveness of subchapter III of chapter 
3 of title 5, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a). 

(2) Specific recommendations to further 
the implementation and effectiveness of such 
subchapter. 

(d) AGENCY REPORT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Office of Management 
and Budget, in coordination with the Federal 
Government Service Delivery Lead, shall 
submit to the relevant congressional com-
mittees a report that includes the following: 

(1) An assessment on the implementation 
and effectiveness of subchapter III of chapter 
3 of title 5, United States Code, as added by 
subsection (a). 

(2) Specific recommendations to further 
the implementation and effectiveness of such 
subchapter. 

(3) A summary and assessment of the use-
fulness of the metrics such subchapter re-
quires the Federal Government Service De-
livery Lead to establish and report for the 
purpose of assessing the quality of Govern-
ment service delivery provided by agencies, 
including metrics to assess the efforts of 
high impact service providers in improving 
services. 

(e) NO NEW FUNDS AUTHORIZED.—No new 
funds are authorized to be appropriated by 
this Act or any amendment made by this Act 

and the head of each agency shall comply 
with this Act and any amendment made by 
this Act using existing funds. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ means 

each agency listed in section 3502 of title 44, 
United States Code. 

(2) GOVERNMENT SERVICE DELIVERY; HIGH IM-
PACT SERVICE PROVIDER.—The terms ‘‘Gov-
ernment service delivery’’ and ‘‘high impact 
service provider’’ have the meaning given 
those terms in section 321 of title 5, United 
States Code, as added by subsection (a). 

(3) RELEVANT CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘relevant congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
South Carolina (Ms. MACE) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 5887. 
Outdated bureaucratic government 

processes make it challenging and 
costly to deliver government services. 
This wastes taxpayer dollars and cre-
ates opportunities for fraud and abuse. 

These processes do not change be-
cause Federal agencies lack a single, 
designated official that Congress can 
hold accountable for program service 
delivery, including agency-wide back-
logs, unprocessed applications, or im-
properly delivered benefits. 

Many agency officials, program man-
agers, policymakers, and human re-
source managers, are responsible for 
specific parts of the problem, but de-
veloping solutions to poor government 
service delivery will require someone 
to be responsible for agency-wide co-
ordination. 

The Government Service Delivery 
Improvement Act addresses this prob-
lem by requiring the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and Federal agencies 
to designate a senior official account-
able for improving government service 
delivery and facilitating process re-
forms. 

The government-wide official will de-
velop standards, policies, and perform-
ance metrics to ensure agency 
progress. 

Also under the bill, senior agency of-
ficials designated to be responsible for 
improving government service delivery 
will also be required to coordinate with 
other existing agency officials, such as 
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the chief information officer, chief pro-
curement officer, and program man-
agers as they work to improve agency 
operations and implement policy re-
forms. 

H.R. 5887’s expansion of the Bipar-
tisan 21st Century Integrated Digital 
Experience Act of 2018 will improve 
congressional oversight over the ad-
ministration’s government service de-
livery reform efforts. 

I am thankful for the work of my col-
leagues, Representatives KHANNA and 
TIMMONS, for their work on this impor-
tant legislation. Of course, I encourage 
all of my colleagues to support this 
commonsense, bipartisan bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman, again, from 
South Carolina, and I thank my won-
derful colleague from California, Mr. 
RO KHANNA, for his leadership on H.R. 
5887, the Government Service Delivery 
Improvement Act. I am really proud to 
declare our support for this bipartisan 
legislation. 

Federal Government services should 
be accessible and responsive to the 
American people. This means ensuring 
agencies have the resources and staff-
ing they need to fulfill their missions, 
as well as the infrastructure and tech-
nology they need to have effective 
interactions with the public. Com-
mittee Democrats have fought for ade-
quate funding so that the government 
makes the necessary Federal IT mod-
ernization investments that our agen-
cies need to deliver for the people. It 
also means strengthening and stand-
ardizing Federal agencies’ efforts to 
improve the delivery of government 
services. 

Mr. KHANNA’s bill would create a 
Federal Government service delivery 
lead position in the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget to coordinate govern-
ment-wide efforts to improve the deliv-
ery of services. Working with lead serv-
ice delivery officials designated at each 
Federal agency, the service delivery 
lead at OMB would develop and oversee 
the implementation of government- 
wide standards, policies, and guidelines 
to improve government service deliv-
ery, and would evaluate agency 
progress, including by collecting and 
reporting information, data, and 
metrics. 

This bipartisan bill will help ensure 
the Federal government is providing 
the best service possible to the people 
and that it is acting in transparent, 
methodical, and accountable ways to 
improve our delivery of government 
services. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
H.R. 5887. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KHANNA). 

Mr. KHANNA. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of the Govern-
ment Service Delivery Improvement 
Act, H.R. 5887. I did want to say a word 

about our ranking member. I appre-
ciate his support, but I have also come 
to appreciate at these times his erudi-
tion from the House floor. Every time 
he speaks about history, I learn some-
thing, and I have really appreciated his 
leadership and statements recently. 

I appreciate Representative MACE, 
Representative TIMMONS, Representa-
tives DONALDS, LOUDERMILK, and, of 
course, our Ranking Members RASKIN 
and CONNOLLY for truly making this a 
bipartisan effort, and Selene Ceja on 
our team and the Oversight and Ac-
countability Committee staff who have 
been incredible on both sides. 

I am proud to say that this bipar-
tisan legislation passed unanimously in 
the House Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability with a vote of 44–0. 

The Government Service Delivery 
Improvement Act builds upon the 
progress made by the 21st Century In-
tegrated Digital Experience, or 21st 
Century IDEA. While the IDEA Act pri-
marily focused on digital services, this 
bill takes the next step by addressing 
all service channels, including online, 
in-person, and by phone. 

What sets this bill apart is its whole- 
of-government approach. It recognizes 
that improving service delivery re-
quires collaboration. The bill directs 
the head of Federal agencies to each 
designate a senior official responsible 
for improving services, and it requires 
the Office of Management and Budget 
to select a senior official to coordinate 
efforts across Federal agencies. 

We really appreciated working with 
the OMB and with both the Democratic 
and Republican oversight staffs who 
have been excellent. These officials 
will help agencies implement best prac-
tices, measure progress, and enhance 
coordination. 

The Government Service Delivery 
Improvement Act prioritizes constitu-
ents’ experience by mandating agencies 
to incorporate service delivery into 
their strategic plan. 

Madam Speaker, the Government 
Service Delivery Improvement Act rep-
resents a significant step forward in 
creating a more responsive, efficient, 
and service-delivery oriented Federal 
Government. It is a commonsense ap-
proach to improving government serv-
ices. 

I thank, again, Representative MACE, 
who has always been a pleasure to 
work with, and our lead, Ranking 
Member RASKIN. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all my col-
leagues to join me in voting ‘‘yes’’ on 
H.R. 5887. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. TIMMONS). 

Mr. TIMMONS. Madam Speaker, I 
thank my colleague, RO KHANNA, for 
his leadership on this bill. 

Over the past year and a half, the 
Oversight and Accountability Com-
mittee has investigated numerous in-
stances of our government failing to 
provide adequate service to the Amer-
ican people. From passport backlogs to 

delays for veterans requesting per-
sonnel records, we simply need to do 
better. 

As Members of Congress, some of our 
most rewarding work is helping our 
constituents who are caught up in the 
web of government red tape. Whether 
they are a small business trying to get 
records from the IRS, someone in need 
of an emergency passport, or a senior 
requiring a long overdue answer from 
Social Security, our assistance is often 
how we make our most immediate im-
pact on our communities. However, 
frankly, many of these issues we deal 
with most shouldn’t require our assist-
ance at all. They are a failure of agen-
cies to prioritize innovation and cus-
tomer service. 

In order to fix this failure, this Gov-
ernment Service Delivery Improve-
ment Act tasks OMB with designating 
a senior official to coordinate agency 
efforts to work more efficiently and de-
liver services in a timely and 
unwasteful manner. This bill will also 
require the designation of a senior offi-
cial for every Federal agency that will 
be responsible for improving the serv-
ice delivery of that particular agency. 

This bill allows Congress to further 
hold agency heads accountable to drive 
necessary changes, enhance services, 
and ultimately foster greater trust 
with the people they serve. 

The Government Service Delivery 
Improvement Act isn’t just about 
streamlining processes, it is about re-
building trust between the government 
and its people. It is about ensuring 
that when Americans turn to their gov-
ernment for assistance, they are met 
with efficiency, reliability, and, above 
all, respect. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I, again, 
thank my friend, Mr. KHANNA, for his 
leadership on this bill and Chairman 
MACE for her assistance in bringing 
this to the floor. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all Members 
of this House to support the bill. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I urge 
everyone to support the legislation, 
and I yield the back the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. MACE. In closing, Madam Speak-
er, I encourage all my colleagues to 
support this bill which will improve 
Federal Government programs service 
delivery for the American people, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from South Carolina 
(Ms. MACE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5887, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FEDERAL PRISON OVERSIGHT ACT 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3370 May 21, 2024 
(H.R. 3019) to establish an inspections 
regime for the Bureau of Prisons, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3019 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 
Prison Oversight Act’’. 
SEC. 2. CREATION OF AN INSPECTIONS REGIME 

FOR THE BUREAU OF PRISONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 413 of title 5, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(e) INSPECTIONS REGIME.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘appropriate congressional 
committees’ means— 

‘‘(i) the Committee on the Judiciary and 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Committee on the Judiciary and 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(B) BUREAU.—The term ‘Bureau’ means 
the Bureau of Prisons. 

‘‘(C) COVERED FACILITY.—The term ‘covered 
facility’— 

‘‘(i) means a correctional facility operated 
by the Bureau; and 

‘‘(ii) does not include a post-incarceration 
residential re-entry center. 

‘‘(D) FAMILY ADVOCATE.—The term ‘family 
advocate’ includes— 

‘‘(i) a grandparent, parent, sibling, spouse 
or domestic partner, child, aunt, uncle, cous-
in, niece, nephew, grandchild, or any other 
person related to an individual by blood, 
adoption, marriage, civil union, a romantic 
or fostering relationship; or 

‘‘(ii) a friend of— 
‘‘(I) the incarcerated person; or 
‘‘(II) the family of the incarcerated person. 
‘‘(E) INSPECTOR GENERAL.—The term ‘In-

spector General’ means the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Justice. 

‘‘(F) OMBUDSMAN.—The term ‘Ombudsman’ 
means the Ombudsman established under 
paragraph (3)(A). 

‘‘(G) REPRESENTATIVE OF AN INCARCERATED 
PERSON.—The term ‘representative of an in-
carcerated person’ includes paid or unpaid 
legal counsel or any other person or entity 
chosen by an incarcerated person to rep-
resent the interests of the incarcerated per-
son. 

‘‘(H) SEXUAL ABUSE.—The term ‘sexual 
abuse’ has the meaning given that term in 
section 115.6 of title 28, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or any successor thereto). 

‘‘(I) STAFF.—The term ‘staff’ means em-
ployees and contractors of the Bureau. 

‘‘(2) INSPECTIONS OF COVERED FACILITIES BY 
THE INSPECTOR GENERAL.— 

‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF INSPECTIONS RE-
GIME.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 
shall conduct periodic inspections of covered 
facilities pursuant to the requirements of 
this subsection. 

‘‘(ii) ACCESS TO COVERED FACILITIES.—The 
Attorney General shall ensure that the In-
spector General has access to— 

‘‘(I) any covered facility (including the in-
carcerated people, detainees, staff, bar-
gaining unit representative organization) in 
accordance with paragraph (4); and 

‘‘(II) any other information that the In-
spector General determines is necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this subsection. 

‘‘(iii) NOTICE OF INSPECTIONS.—An inspec-
tion of a covered facility under this sub-
section may be announced or unannounced. 

‘‘(iv) COMMUNITY INPUT.—In developing the 
inspections regime under this subsection, the 
Inspector General is encouraged to consult 
formerly incarcerated people, family or rep-
resentatives of incarcerated people, and com-
munity advocates. 

‘‘(B) INSPECTION CRITERIA.—An inspection 
of a covered facility under this subsection 
may include an assessment of the following: 

‘‘(i) The policies, procedures, and adminis-
trative guidance of the facility. 

‘‘(ii) The conditions of confinement. 
‘‘(iii) Working conditions for staff. 
‘‘(iv) The availability of evidence-based re-

cidivism reduction programs and productive 
activities, as such terms are defined in sec-
tion 3635 of title 18, and the application of 
earned time credits pursuant to section 3632 
of title 18. 

‘‘(v) The policies and procedures relating 
to visitation. 

‘‘(vi) The policies and practices relating to 
classification and housing. 

‘‘(vii) The policies and practices relating to 
the use of single-cell confinement, adminis-
trative segregation, and other forms of re-
strictive housing. 

‘‘(viii) The medical facilities and medical 
and mental health care, programs, proce-
dures, and policies, including the number 
and qualifications of medical and mental 
health staff and the availability of sex-spe-
cific and trauma-responsive care for incar-
cerated people. 

‘‘(ix) Medical services and mental health 
resources for staff. 

‘‘(x) Lockdowns at the facility. 
‘‘(xi) Credible allegations of incidents in-

volving excessive use of force, completed, at-
tempted, or threatened violence, including 
sexual abuse, or misconduct committed 
against incarcerated people. 

‘‘(xii) Credible allegations of incidents in-
volving completed, attempted, or threatened 
violence, including sexual violence or sexual 
abuse, committed against staff. 

‘‘(xiii) Adequacy of staffing at the covered 
facility, including the number and job as-
signments of staff, the ratio of staff to in-
mates at the facility, the staff position va-
cancy rate at the facility, and the use of 
overtime, mandatory overtime, and aug-
mentation. 

‘‘(xiv) Deaths or serious injuries of incar-
cerated people or staff that occurred at the 
facility. 

‘‘(xv) The existence of contraband that 
jeopardizes the health or safety of incarcer-
ated people or staff, including incident re-
ports, referrals for criminal prosecution, and 
confirmed prosecutions. 

‘‘(xvi) Access of incarcerated people to— 
‘‘(I) legal counsel, including confidential 

meetings and communications; 
‘‘(II) discovery and other case-related legal 

materials; and 
‘‘(III) the law library at the covered facil-

ity. 
‘‘(xvii) Any aspect of the operation of the 

covered facility that the Inspector General 
determines to be necessary over the course 
of an inspection. 

‘‘(C) INSPECTION SCHEDULE.—An inspection 
of a covered facility under this subsection 
shall be conducted on a schedule based on 
the combined risk score of the covered facil-
ity as described in subparagraph (E) and the 
following considerations: 

‘‘(i) Higher risk facilities shall receive 
more frequent inspections. 

‘‘(ii) The Inspector General shall reevalu-
ate the combined risk score methodology 
and inspection schedule periodically and 
may alter 1 or both to ensure that higher 
risk facilities are identified and receiving 
the appropriate frequency of inspection. 

‘‘(iii) A determination by the Inspector 
General that 1 or more of the criteria listed 

in subparagraph (B) should be inspected, 
with regard to a covered facility or group of 
covered facilities. 

‘‘(D) REPORT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 6 months 

after the completion of an inspection of a 
covered facility under this subsection, or a 
group of inspections that assess the same or 
similar issues at more than 1 facility, the In-
spector General shall submit a final copy of 
the report to the Attorney General, the ap-
propriate congressional committees, em-
ployee representative organizations, and the 
public, that addresses 1 or more of the fol-
lowing topics: 

‘‘(I) A characterization of the conditions of 
confinement and working conditions, includ-
ing a summary of the inspection criteria re-
viewed under clauses (ii) and (iii) of subpara-
graph (B). 

‘‘(II) Recommendations made to the cov-
ered facility to improve safety and condi-
tions within the facility, including rec-
ommendations regarding staffing. 

‘‘(III) A recommended timeline for the next 
inspection and assessment, which shall not 
limit the authority of the Inspector General 
to perform additional inspections and assess-
ments, announced or unannounced. 

‘‘(IV) Any other issues or matters identi-
fied during the inspection of the facility or 
facilities. 

‘‘(ii) CONSULTATION WITH STAKEHOLDERS.— 
In developing the recommendations de-
scribed in clause (i), the Inspector General 
may consult with stakeholders, including 
employee representative organizations. 

‘‘(E) RISK SCORE.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of the Federal 
Prison Oversight Act, the Inspector General 
shall establish methodology and protocols 
for determining the combined risk score of a 
covered facility, which— 

‘‘(i) shall be delivered to the appropriate 
congressional committees; and 

‘‘(ii) may be based on— 
‘‘(I) frequency and duration of lockdowns; 
‘‘(II) availability of programming; 
‘‘(III) staffing levels; 
‘‘(IV) access to adequate physical and men-

tal health resources; 
‘‘(V) incidences of physical assault, ne-

glect, or sexual abuse; 
‘‘(VI) opportunity to maintain family ties 

through phone calls, video calls, mail, email, 
and visitation; 

‘‘(VII) adequacy of the nutrition provided; 
‘‘(VIII) amount or frequency of staff dis-

cipline cases; 
‘‘(IX) amount or frequency of misconduct 

by people incarcerated at the covered facil-
ity; 

‘‘(X) access of incarcerated people to— 
‘‘(aa) legal counsel, including confidential 

meetings and communications; 
‘‘(bb) discovery and other case-related 

legal materials; and 
‘‘(cc) the law library at the covered facil-

ity; and 
‘‘(XI) other factors as determined by the 

Inspector General. 
‘‘(F) BUREAU RESPONSE TO REPORT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date on which the Inspector Gen-
eral issues a report under subparagraph (D), 
the Bureau shall respond in writing to the 
inspection report, which shall include a cor-
rective action plan. 

‘‘(ii) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—Each response 
and action plan described in clause (i) shall 
be made available to the public on the 
website of the Inspector General. 

‘‘(iii) COMPLIANCE WITH CORRECTIVE ACTION 
PLAN.—The Inspector General may conduct 
additional inspections or investigations, an-
nounced or unannounced, to monitor the 
compliance of the Bureau with a corrective 
action plan described in clause (i). 
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‘‘(G) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The author-

ity in this paragraph is consistent with and 
does not supersede, conflict with, or other-
wise alter the authority provided to the In-
spector General under section 406. 

‘‘(3) OMBUDSMAN.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of the Federal 
Prison Oversight Act, the Attorney General 
shall establish in the Department of Justice 
an Ombudsman who may— 

‘‘(i) receive a complaint from an incarcer-
ated person, a family advocate, a representa-
tive of an incarcerated person, staff, a rep-
resentative of staff, a Member of Congress, 
or a member of the judicial branch of the 
Federal Government regarding issues that 
may adversely affect the health, safety, wel-
fare, or rights of incarcerated people or staff, 
including— 

‘‘(I) abuse or neglect; 
‘‘(II) the conditions of confinement, includ-

ing the availability of health care; 
‘‘(III) working conditions of staff; 
‘‘(IV) decisions, administrative actions, or 

guidance of the Bureau, including those re-
lating to prison staffing; 

‘‘(V) inaction or omissions by the Bureau, 
including failure to consider or respond to 
complaints or grievances by incarcerated 
people or staff promptly or appropriately; 

‘‘(VI) policies, rules, or procedures of the 
Bureau, including gross mismanagement; 
and 

‘‘(VII) alleged violations of non-criminal 
law by staff or incarcerated people that may 
adversely affect the health, safety, welfare, 
or rights of any person; 

‘‘(ii) refer a complainant and others to ap-
propriate resources or Federal agencies; 

‘‘(iii) make inquiries and recommend ac-
tions to appropriate entities on behalf of a 
complainant, the Ombudsman, or others; and 

‘‘(iv) decline to investigate or take any ac-
tion with respect to any complaint and, in 
any case in which the Ombudsman declines 
to investigate or take any action, shall no-
tify the complainant in writing of the deci-
sion not to investigate or take any action 
and the reasons for the decision. 

‘‘(B) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORITY.—The Om-
budsman— 

‘‘(i) may not investigate— 
‘‘(I) any complaints relating to the under-

lying criminal conviction of an incarcerated 
person; 

‘‘(II) a complaint from staff that relates to 
the employment or contractual relationship 
of the staff member with the Bureau, unless 
the complaint is related to the health, safe-
ty, welfare, working conditions, gross mis-
management of a covered facility, or reha-
bilitation of incarcerated people; or 

‘‘(III) any allegation of criminal or admin-
istrative misconduct, as described in sub-
section (b)(2), and shall refer any matter cov-
ered by subsection (b)(2) to the Inspector 
General, who may, at the discretion of In-
spector General, refer such allegations back 
to the Ombudsman or the internal affairs of-
fice of the appropriate component of the De-
partment of Justice; and 

‘‘(ii) may not levy any fees for the submis-
sion or investigation of complaints. 

‘‘(C) DECISION ON THE MERITS OF A COM-
PLAINT.—At the conclusion of an investiga-
tion of a complaint, the Ombudsman shall— 

‘‘(i) render a decision on the merits of each 
complaint; 

‘‘(ii) communicate the decision to the com-
plainant, if any, and to the Bureau; and 

‘‘(iii) state the recommendations and rea-
soning of the Ombudsman if, in the opinion 
of the Ombudsman, the Bureau or any em-
ployee thereof should— 

‘‘(I) consider the matter further; 
‘‘(II) modify or cancel any action; 
‘‘(III) alter a rule, practice, or ruling; 

‘‘(IV) explain in detail the administrative 
action in question; or 

‘‘(V) rectify an omission. 
‘‘(D) ACTIONS FOLLOWING A DECISION BY THE 

OMBUDSMAN.— 
‘‘(i) REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ABOUT AC-

TIONS TAKEN.—If the Ombudsman so requests, 
the Bureau shall, within the time specified, 
respond to any inquiry or request for infor-
mation from the Ombudsman and inform the 
Ombudsman about any action taken on the 
recommendations provided by the Ombuds-
man or the reasons for not complying with 
any request for information or recommenda-
tions. 

‘‘(ii) REPORTING OF CONTINUING ISSUES.—If 
the Ombudsman believes, based on an inves-
tigation conducted by the Ombudsman, that 
there has been or continues to be a signifi-
cant health, safety, welfare, working condi-
tions, or rehabilitation issue, the Ombuds-
man shall report the finding to the Attorney 
General and the appropriate congressional 
committees. 

‘‘(iii) MONITORING OF INTERNAL DISCIPLI-
NARY ACTIONS OF THE BUREAU.—In the event 
that the Bureau conducts an internal dis-
ciplinary investigation or review of 1 or 
more staff members of the Bureau as a result 
of an investigation by the Ombudsman, the 
Ombudsman may monitor the internal dis-
ciplinary action to ensure a fair and objec-
tive process. 

‘‘(4) INSPECTOR GENERAL AND OMBUDSMAN 
ACCESS TO BUREAU OF PRISONS FACILITIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(i) ACCESS TO BUREAU FACILITIES.—Except 

as provided in clause (ii), upon demand, in 
person or in writing and with or without 
prior notice, the Inspector General and the 
Ombudsman shall be granted access to all 
Bureau facilities, which shall include— 

‘‘(I) all areas that are used by incarcerated 
people, all areas that are accessible to incar-
cerated people, and access to programs for 
incarcerated people at any time of day; and 

‘‘(II) the opportunity to— 
‘‘(aa) conduct private and confidential 

interviews with any incarcerated person, 
staff, employee representative organization, 
or other person; and 

‘‘(bb) communicate privately and confiden-
tially, both formally and informally, with in-
carcerated people or staff by telephone, mail, 
electronic communication, and in person, 
which shall not be monitored or recorded by 
or conducted in the presence of staff. 

‘‘(ii) EXCEPTION.—Clause (i) shall not apply 
in situations where the head of the covered 
facility provides evidence to the Inspector 
General or the Ombudsman that there is risk 
of serious and immediate physical harm to 
visitors due to an ongoing event that re-
quires restricting access to the facility. 

‘‘(B) PURPOSE OF VISITS.—Access to Bureau 
facilities under subparagraph (A) is for the 
purposes of— 

‘‘(i) conducting announced or unannounced 
inspections by the Inspector General as de-
scribed in paragraph (2), including inspec-
tions to monitor the compliance of the Bu-
reau with a corrective action plan described 
in paragraph (2)(F)(i); 

‘‘(ii) conducting an investigation or other 
activity by the Ombudsman as described in 
paragraph (3); and 

‘‘(iii) inspecting, viewing, photographing, 
and video recording all areas of the facility 
that are used by incarcerated people or are 
accessible to incarcerated people. 

‘‘(C) ACCESS TO DOCUMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General 

and the Ombudsman have the right to ac-
cess, inspect, and copy all relevant informa-
tion, records, or documents in the possession 
or control of the Bureau that either the In-
spector General or the Ombudsman considers 
necessary in an inspection, investigation, or 

other activity, and the Bureau shall assist 
the Inspector General and the Ombudsman in 
obtaining the necessary releases for those 
documents that are specifically restricted or 
privileged for use by the Bureau. 

‘‘(ii) PRODUCTION OF RECORDS.—Following 
notification from the Inspector General or 
the Ombudsman with a written demand for 
access to Bureau records, the Bureau shall 
provide access to the requested documenta-
tion in a manner consistent with section 552a 
(commonly known as the ‘Privacy Act of 
1974’)— 

‘‘(I) not later than 30 business days after 
receipt of the written request; or 

‘‘(II) in the case of records pertaining to 
the death of an incarcerated person or staff, 
threats of bodily harm including sexual or 
physical assaults, or the denial or delay of 
necessary medical treatment, not later than 
10 business days after receipt of the written 
request, unless the Inspector General or the 
Ombudsman consents to an extension of that 
time frame. 

‘‘(D) MINIMIZE DISRUPTION OF OPERATIONS.— 
The Inspector General and the Ombudsman 
shall— 

‘‘(i) develop procedures— 
‘‘(I) to ensure that the Inspector General 

has access to, and the right to review and in-
vestigate, any allegations received by the 
Ombudsman to ensure that the Inspector 
General may carry out the authorities pro-
vided to the Inspector General under this 
chapter; and 

‘‘(II) that may provide that the Inspector 
General and the Ombudsman will determine 
certain categories of allegations that are not 
necessary for the Inspector General to re-
view prior to the Ombudsman proceeding; 

‘‘(ii) work with the Bureau to minimize 
disruption to the operations of the Bureau 
due to inspections, investigations, or other 
activity; 

‘‘(iii) comply with the security clearance 
processes of the Bureau, provided these proc-
esses do not impede the activities described 
in this subsection; and 

‘‘(iv) limit the public release of any photo-
graphs or video recordings that would jeop-
ardize— 

‘‘(I) the safety, security, or good order of a 
covered facility or the Bureau; or 

‘‘(II) public safety. 
‘‘(E) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—The author-

ity in this paragraph is consistent with and 
does not supersede, conflict with, or other-
wise alter the authority provided to the In-
spector General under section 406. 

‘‘(5) CONFIDENTIALITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Correspondence and 

communication with the Inspector General 
and the Ombudsman, including communica-
tion regarding an issue described in section 
4051 of title 18 is confidential and shall be 
protected as privileged correspondence in the 
same manner as legal correspondence or 
communications. 

‘‘(B) PROCEDURES.—Subject to subpara-
graph (C), the Inspector General and the Om-
budsman shall establish confidentiality pro-
cedures for all information maintained by 
the respective office to ensure that, to the 
greatest extent practicable, before, during, 
or after an investigation— 

‘‘(i) staff are not aware of the identity of a 
complainant; and 

‘‘(ii) other incarcerated people are not 
aware of the identity of a complainant. 

‘‘(C) EXCEPTION.—The Inspector General 
and the Ombudsman may disclose identi-
fying information for the sole purpose of car-
rying out an investigation and as otherwise 
authorized under section 407(b). 

‘‘(6) FILING COMPLAINTS.— 
‘‘(A) FILING COMPLAINTS ON BEHALF OF AN 

INCARCERATED INDIVIDUAL.— 
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‘‘(i) ONLINE FORM.—The Ombudsman shall 

create a secure online form to be made avail-
able on the website of the Ombudsman where 
the family advocates and representatives of 
incarcerated people can submit complaints 
and inquiries on issues identified in para-
graph (3)(A)(i) on behalf of an individual in-
carcerated at a covered facility. 

‘‘(ii) TELEPHONE HOTLINE.—The Ombuds-
man shall create a telephone hotline through 
which family advocates and representatives 
of incarcerated people can call to file com-
plaints and inquiries on issues identified in 
paragraph (3)(A)(i) on behalf of an individual 
incarcerated at a covered facility. 

‘‘(B) FILING COMPLAINTS BY AN INCARCER-
ATED INDIVIDUAL.— 

‘‘(i) INTERNAL PRIVATE SUBMISSION.—The 
Bureau shall provide multiple internal ways 
for incarcerated individuals in covered facili-
ties to privately submit to the Ombudsman 
complaints and inquiries on issues identified 
in paragraph (3)(A)(i). 

‘‘(ii) SUBMISSION VIA INDEPENDENT ENTITY.— 
The Bureau shall also provide not less than 
1 process for incarcerated individuals in cov-
ered facilities to submit complaints and in-
quiries on issues identified in paragraph 
(3)(A)(i) to a public or private entity or office 
that is not part of the Bureau and that is 
able to receive and immediately forward 
complaints and inquiries to the Ombudsman, 
allowing the incarcerated individual to re-
main anonymous upon request. 

‘‘(C) DETERMINATION.— 
‘‘(i) CONFIRMATION OF RECEIPT.—Not later 

than 5 business days after submission of a 
complaint or inquiry under subparagraph (A) 
or (B), the Ombudsman shall confirm receipt. 

‘‘(ii) DETERMINATION.—Not later than 15 
business days after issuing the confirmation 
under clause (i), the Ombudsman shall make 
a determination as to whether any action is 
warranted and notify the complainant of the 
determination. 

‘‘(iii) STATEMENT REGARDING DECISION.—If 
the Ombudsman has determined action is un-
warranted under clause (ii), the Ombudsman 
shall provide a written statement explaining 
the decision to the complainant. 

‘‘(D) PUBLIC EDUCATION.—The Ombudsman 
shall coordinate with the Bureau to educate 
incarcerated people, representatives of incar-
cerated people, and the public about the ex-
istence and functions of the Ombudsman. 

‘‘(E) ADMINISTRATIVE EXHAUSTION.—Noth-
ing in this paragraph shall be construed as a 
necessary administrative remedy required 
for exhaustion under section 7(a) of the Civil 
Rights of Institutionalized Persons Act (42 
U.S.C. 1997e(a)). 

‘‘(7) PROHIBITION ON RETALIATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Bureau and staff of 

the Bureau shall not discharge, retaliate 
against, or in any manner discriminate 
against any complainant or any person or 
entity that has instituted or caused to be in-
stituted any proceeding, investigation, or in-
spection under or related to this subsection. 

‘‘(B) INVESTIGATION.—Any alleged dis-
charge of, retaliation against, or discrimina-
tion against a complainant, entity, or person 
because of a complaint, investigation, or in-
spection may be considered by the Ombuds-
man as an appropriate subject of an inves-
tigation or other activity. 

‘‘(8) DUE PROCESS PROTECTIONS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Attorney General 

and the Inspector General shall ensure that 
implementation of this subsection is con-
sistent with section 552a (commonly known 
as the ‘Privacy Act of 1974’) and all other ap-
plicable laws, and respects appropriate due 
process protections for staff. 

‘‘(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph shall be construed to modify, 
supersede, or otherwise affect the authority 
of the Inspector General to access all 

records, reports, audits, reviews, documents, 
papers, recommendations, or other mate-
rials, as authorized by section 406(a). 

‘‘(9) PERCENTAGE OF ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 
FOR THE BUREAU OF PRISONS.—It is the sense 
of Congress that the amount allocated to the 
Inspector General and the Ombudsman to 
carry out the activities described in this sub-
section should equal an amount between 0.2 
percent and 0.5 percent of the annual appro-
priation for the Bureau.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act, and the 
amendments made by this Act, shall take ef-
fect on the date that is 90 days after the date 
on which appropriations are made available 
to the Inspector General of the Department 
of Justice and the Department of Justice for 
the specific purpose of carrying out the pro-
visions of this Act and the amendments 
made by this Act. 

(c) AUGMENTATION.—On and after the effec-
tive date of this Act, the Bureau of Prisons 
shall implement the directive in the second 
sentence on the topic ‘‘Augmentation’’ in 
the matter under the heading ‘‘SALARIES 
AND EXPENSES’’ under the heading ‘‘FED-
ERAL PRISON SYSTEM’’ in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying Public 
Law 117–328. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
South Carolina (Ms. MACE) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on this 
measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from South Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-

port of H.R. 3019. 
The Federal Bureau of Prisons oper-

ates 122 facilities nationwide. Con-
ducting meaningful oversight with an 
organization of this size can be chal-
lenging. The Department of Justice Of-
fice of the Inspector General handles 
criminal complaints on behalf of incar-
cerated people and bureau staff. 

However, this office is overwhelmed 
with noncriminal incarcerated people, 
their friends and family, and the Bu-
reau of Prison staff. Examples of com-
mon complaints include poor prison 
conditions and civil rights violations. 

While these complaints often do not 
rise to the level of criminal mis-
conduct, they are still very important 
and warrant investigation to determine 
if reforms are actually necessary. 

The Federal Prison Oversight Act ad-
dresses this issue by ensuring that in-
carcerated people, their families, and 
bureau staff have a reliable mechanism 
to file their complaints. 

First, the bill requires the Office of 
the Inspector General to conduct in-
spections of Bureau of Prisons facili-
ties and provide recommendations to 
address each facilities’ shortcomings. 

b 1600 
The Office of the Inspector General 

will assign each facility a risk score. 
Higher risk facilities will receive more 
frequent inspections. 

Additionally, the bill creates an inde-
pendent ombudsman within the De-
partment of Justice to investigate 
issues that impact the health and safe-
ty of incarcerated individuals and staff. 
The ombudsman can initiate an inves-
tigation after receiving a complaint 
from an incarcerated person, their fam-
ily, Bureau of Prisons staff, or others. 
If the investigation of these complaints 
finds significant harm, the ombudsman 
must report their findings to the At-
torney General and Congress. 

This bill will ensure that both the in-
spector general and the ombudsman 
will have access to all the Bureau-oper-
ated facilities and are authorized to 
conduct unannounced inspection visits. 
The bill encourages the Bureau to fund 
these investigations with between 0.2 
and 0.5 percent of their annual appro-
priations. 

The bill is endorsed by the Council of 
Prison Locals, representing nearly 
30,000 correctional officers, along with 
public safety and civil rights organiza-
tions. 

I thank Senators JON OSSOFF, MIKE 
BRAUN, and RICHARD DURBIN for their 
work drafting this bill. I thank Rep-
resentatives LUCY MCBATH and KELLY 
ARMSTRONG for introducing this bill in 
the House. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in favor of the 
Federal Prison Oversight Act, which 
would strengthen oversight of our pris-
ons and improve conditions for the peo-
ple who work and live inside them. 

I thank the bill’s House leaders, my 
friends and colleagues Representatives 
LUCY MCBATH and KELLY ARMSTRONG, 
as well as Senators JON OSSOFF and 
MIKE BRAUN and Senate Majority Whip 
RICHARD DURBIN, for their strong bipar-
tisan work on this legislation. 

The bill has the support of a wide 
array of groups across the spectrum, 
including the American Civil Liberties 
Union, Americans for Prosperity, the 
Conservative Political Action Com-
mittee, Families Against Mandatory 
Minimums, Justice Action Network, 
Right on Crime, the Due Process Insti-
tute, and the Council of Prison Locals, 
which represents 30,000 correctional of-
ficers. 

Federal prisons have long experi-
enced systemic problems that threaten 
the health, safety, and civil rights of 
incarcerated people and also the staff 
who work there. For example, last 
year, NPR reported that more than 
4,950 incarcerated people had died in fa-
cilities operated by the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons in the last 10 years. Many of 
the incarcerated either experienced de-
layed care or postponed care for serious 
medical problems. 

This February, the DOJ inspector 
general issued a scathing report on 
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BOP prisons, which found that sys-
temic policy violations and operational 
failures contributed significantly to 
the problem of inmate suicide. 

Bureau of Prisons facilities are re-
sponsible for more than 158,000 incar-
cerated people and more than 34,000 
correctional officers and staff. As docu-
mented by GAO in our hearings, BOP 
has consistently struggled with the 
problem of staffing shortages. Accord-
ing to the Council of Prison Locals, 
BOP has lost 20 percent of its employ-
ees since 2016 and only employs around 
13,000 correctional staff officers today, 
despite receiving appropriations to 
fund more than 20,000. 

As of 2023, staffing levels for 
healthcare workers at BOP facilities 
were only 69 percent, and nearly 20 per-
cent of the facilities do not have a 
healthcare program onsite to provide 
even routine and preventative 
healthcare. Staffing shortages have 
contributed to often disturbing and, at 
times, fatal delays in rendering 
healthcare services for the incarcer-
ated. 

GAO has also reported on BOP chal-
lenges in upholding its responsibilities 
to help inmates prepare for a successful 
release and reintegration, including 
implementation of important require-
ments of the First Step Act of 2018 to 
lower the risk of recidivism. 

Additionally, BOP has systemically 
struggled to make prudent use of re-
sources due to a failure to effectively 
monitor and evaluate its programs. 
Taken together, these challenges led 
GAO to add the management of the 
prison system to its 2023 high-risk list, 
indicating the severity and magnitude 
of these problems. 

H.R. 3019 would take important steps 
to address these concerns by requiring 
the Department of Justice Office of In-
spector General to periodically inspect, 
evaluate, and report on policies, proce-
dures, and activities at BOP prisons, 
with higher risk facilities required to 
undergo even more frequent inspection. 

Such inspections may include re-
views of inmate confinement condi-
tions; working conditions and staffing 
capabilities; policies and procedures re-
lated to housing, confinement, and 
other restrictive housing; healthcare 
programs and services; and complaints 
of violence and abuse made against in-
carcerated people and staff. 

The bill would also establish an om-
budsman within DOJ that would be 
charged with receiving such complaints 
that go to problems threatening the 
health, safety, welfare, and rights of 
incarcerated people and staff. 

Institutionalized misconduct, mis-
management, abuse, and negligence 
have no place in the Federal Govern-
ment, especially in operations dealing 
with vulnerable people who are most in 
need of a pathway back to personal 
health and responsibility and to soci-
ety. 

To make our communities safer, up-
hold our values, and reduce recidivism, 
it is imperative that we bring increased 

transparency, accountability, and hu-
manity to our prisons. The Federal 
Prison Oversight Act is an important 
step forward on these goals, and I urge 
my colleagues to support the bill 
today. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I yield 
4 minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Georgia (Mrs. MCBATH), the author of 
the legislation and a real leader on 
criminal justice reform. 

Mrs. MCBATH. Madam Speaker, it is 
an honor to be the lead sponsor of H.R. 
3019, the Federal Prison Oversight Act. 
I am proud to rise in support of this bi-
partisan legislation today. 

My son, Jordan Davis, was killed 
when he was 17 years old by a man who 
is now serving a life sentence in prison. 
Through my family’s pain, I have found 
the strength, believe it or not, to actu-
ally forgive my son’s killer. 

I introduced this bill after I heard 
from families and advocates about 
alarming corruption, misconduct, and 
a lack of oversight in this country’s 
prison systems that has led to tragedy 
and loss for far too many families 
across this Nation. 

As legislators here in Congress, we 
have the power to lead policies that 
help to restore trust and transparency 
within these systems. I introduced the 
Federal Prison Oversight Act out of 
the belief that everyone deserves to be 
treated humanely and with respect. My 
bill will establish a Federal framework 
for comprehensive risk-based inspec-
tions of Federal prisons to identify 
areas of improvement. 

High-risk work is not something to 
be taken lightly. For the brave men 
and women working within our prison 
system, this is their daily routine. 
They protect and care for others while 
risking their lives because they believe 
in the power of rehabilitation. 

As their elected officials, we have the 
duty to make sure the roofs over their 
heads will not cave in on them. We 
have a duty to make sure that their 
systems are updated and that there are 
medical services and mental health re-
sources necessary to protect them-
selves, incarcerated individuals, and 
everyone who may live near these fa-
cilities. 

Our prison system should be one that 
rehabilitates Americans whenever pos-
sible, providing for long and healthy 
lives. The steps outlined in our bill will 
help to improve recidivism rates and 
make sure that our prisons are held ac-
countable while implementing evi-
dence-based programs. 

I have had the opportunity to speak 
with the new Federal Director for the 
Bureau of Prisons. She has been in my 
office. I have had good, healthy con-
versations with her. 

Passing this bill, I truly believe, is a 
first step in the right direction to pro-
tecting the rights of the administra-
tors, the staff, and those who are actu-
ally serving their time. 

I thank Representative ARMSTRONG 
here in the House, as well as Senator 
OSSOFF in the Senate. I thank Chair 
COMER and Ranking Member RASKIN 
for moving this bill through com-
mittee, and I thank all the committee 
members who saw the importance and 
the value of this bill and the value of 
trying to rehabilitate individuals who 
can be rehabilitated and reintroduced 
again into society to be successful 
human beings. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote for this bill. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I 
thank Mrs. MCBATH for her magnifi-
cent leadership on this and her com-
mitment to creating decent conditions 
in our prisons. I thank her for the 
beautiful example of her commitment 
based on her love of Jordan and her 
whole family and community. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to support 
this very fine legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Congress-
woman MCBATH and Congressman ARM-
STRONG for this bill. 

I thank my colleague, Congressman 
RASKIN, for bringing up how we should 
be reducing the rate of recidivism in 
this country with different policies and 
that we can work together. 

He mentioned the First Step Act, 
also. I was glad that he mentioned it. 
It was a bill that inspired me a couple 
of years ago. When I was a State law-
maker, Donald Trump signed the First 
Step Act into law in December 2018. 

This was a bipartisan bill. It was 
done in such a significant way, but 
when I learned about President Trump 
signing the First Step Act into law in 
December 2018, I was sifting through 
the bill, and this is where I got my 
start in criminal justice reform. There 
was a provision in there that would ban 
the shackling of women during birth. 
This was actually a thing that was 
going on in our prison system. 

I saw this because I am a woman and 
very passionate, like my colleague 
across the aisle, about women’s issues. 
I looked at the State of South Carolina 
and learned that we didn’t have this 
codified into law, that women in our 
State penitentiary system, our State 
system, could still be, and in some 
cases were, shackled while they were 
actually giving birth. 

That inspired me to do a bill that 
was signed into law by my Governor, 
Henry McMaster, in May 2020. It 
banned the shackling of women in our 
system in South Carolina and allowed 
these infants, these babies, to have 
skin-to-skin contact with their moth-
ers after they were born. It allowed 
women to have their children visit 
them once a week in prison. It allowed 
them to have feminine hygiene prod-
ucts accessible to them. 

I really applaud my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle for working to-
gether because we know that when we 
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give people opportunities after prison— 
jobs, therapy, intense therapy, job 
training, and careers afterward—they 
don’t want to go back to prison. They 
don’t want to go back to jail. 

This body, this Chamber, has a long 
history of working together to reduce 
the rate of recidivism. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan bill 
to increase transparency in the Federal 
prison system and provide much-need-
ed recourse for incarcerated persons ex-
periencing abuse. Nobody wants that to 
happen. 

Madam Speaker, I encourage col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
support this very necessary legislation, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from South Carolina 
(Ms. MACE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3019, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Ms. MACE. Madam Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1615 

WORKING DOG COMMEMORATIVE 
COIN ACT 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 807) to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the invaluable service 
that working dogs provide to society, 
as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 807 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Working 
Dog Commemorative Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Dogs going back thousands of years 

have been tied to humans whether for pro-
tection, companionship, or assisting in daily 
activities. 

(2) The United States had an unofficial ca-
nine military presence assisting soldiers in 
the Civil War and World War I, but military 
K–9s did not become officially recognized 
until March 13, 1942. During the height of the 
wars in Afghanistan and Iraq it is estimated 
that the United States military employed 
near 2,500 K–9s. 

(3) Military K–9s have seen service in every 
major United States combat since World War 
I and have been praised by military leader-
ship as an indispensable asset for military, 
police, government, and private security 
teams around the world. 

(4) In 2000, Congress passed ‘‘Robby’s Law’’ 
which allowed for the adoption of military 
K–9s by law enforcement agencies, former 
handlers, and other care groups. 

(5) Since 2000, military K–9s have left serv-
ice and gone onto work explosive detection 
for police forces, and work as service dogs for 
veterans and families. 

(6) Beyond their military working capac-
ity, working dogs provide enhanced mobility 
assist and renewed independence for the in-
jured and disabled. Service dogs are able to 
support veterans struggling after war, hear 
for those who are deaf, see for those who are 
blind, and even sense changes in a person’s 
body before a seizure. Working dogs play a 
vital role in improving the lives of many. 

(7) The service dog programs of America’s 
VetDogs were created to provide enhanced 
mobility and renewed independence to 
United States veterans, active-duty service 
members, and first responders with disabil-
ities. 

(8) America’s VetDogs provides— 
(A) guide dogs for individuals who are blind 

or have low vision; 
(B) hearing dogs for those who have lost 

their hearing later in life by alerting to 
alarms, door bells, sirens, and more; 

(C) service dogs for those with other phys-
ical disabilities that are specially trained to 
provide balance, retrieve dropped items, 
open and close doors, turn on and off lights, 
carry a backpack, and more; 

(D) facility dogs which are specially 
trained to spend time working with wounded 
veterans recovering at military hospitals 
and veterans medical centers; 

(E) dogs that work with physical and occu-
pational therapists as they treat soldiers and 
become an essential part of the healing proc-
ess; and 

(F) PTSD service dogs that are trained to 
help mitigate the symptoms of PTSD by pro-
viding the emotional and physical support a 
veteran may need. 
SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS. 

(a) DENOMINATIONS.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as 
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue the 
following coins in commemoration of the in-
valuable service that working dogs provide 
to society. 

(1) $5 GOLD COINS.—Not more than 50,000 $5 
coins, which shall— 

(A) weigh 8.359 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 0.850 inches; and 
(C) contain 90 percent gold. 
(2) $1 SILVER COINS.—Not more than 500,000 

$1 coins, which shall— 
(A) weigh 26.73 grams; 
(B) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and 
(C) contain not less than 90 percent silver. 
(3) HALF-DOLLAR CLAD COINS.—Not more 

than 750,000 half-dollar coins which shall— 
(A) weigh 11.34 grams; 
(B) be struck on a planchet having a di-

ameter of 1.205 inches; and 
(C) be minted to the specifications for half- 

dollar coins contained in section 5112(b) of 
title 31, United States Code. 

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted 
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(c) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, all coins minted under this Act 
shall be considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 4. DESIGNS OF COINS. 

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The designs of the coins 

minted under this Act shall be emblematic 
of the vast contributions that working dogs 
serve in society to include the range of serv-
ices that these dogs provide in detection, 
military service, therapy and assistance. 

(2) DESIGNS AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On each 
coin minted under this Act, there shall be— 

(A) a designation of the value of the coin; 
(B) an inscription of the year ‘‘2027’’; and 

(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’, 
‘‘In God We Trust’’, ‘‘United States of Amer-
ica’’, and ‘‘E Pluribus Unum’’. 

(b) SELECTION.—The designs for the coins 
minted under this Act shall be— 

(1) selected by the Secretary after con-
sultation with— 

(A) America’s VetDogs; and 
(B) the Commission of Fine Arts; and 
(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-

sory Committee. 
SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS. 

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under 
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and 
proof qualities. 

(b) MINT FACILITY.—Only 1 facility of the 
United States Mint may be used to strike 
any particular quality of the coins minted 
under this Act. 

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary 
may issue coins minted under this Act only 
during the 1-year period beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 2027. 
SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS. 

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under 
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a 
price equal to the sum of— 

(1) the face value of the coins; 
(2) the surcharge provided in section 7(a) 

with respect to such coins; and 
(3) the cost of designing and issuing the 

coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of 
machinery, overhead expenses, marketing, 
and shipping). 

(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall 
make bulk sales of the coins issued under 
this Act at a reasonable discount. 

(c) PREPAID ORDERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-

cept prepaid orders for the coins minted 
under this Act before the issuance of such 
coins. 

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to 
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be 
at a reasonable discount. 
SEC. 7. SURCHARGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—All sales of coins issued 
under this Act shall include a surcharge of— 

(1) $35 per coin for the $5 coin; 
(2) $10 per coin for the $1 coin; and 
(3) $5 per coin for the half-dollar coin. 
(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section 

5134(f)(1) of title 31, United States Code, all 
surcharges received by the Secretary from 
the sale of coins issued under this Act shall 
be promptly paid by the Secretary to Amer-
ica’s VetDogs for application to general ex-
penses associated with the fulfillment of the 
mission of America’s VetDogs, including for 
costs associated with— 

(1) personnel related to training, dog care, 
and consumer needs; 

(2) consultants to facilitate the training of 
America’s VetDogs Certified Service Dog In-
structors; and 

(3) travel, room and board for clients 
served by America’s VetDogs. 

(c) AUDITS.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall have the right to ex-
amine such books, records, documents, and 
other data of each of the organizations re-
ferred to in subsection (b) as may be related 
to the expenditures of amounts paid under 
that subsection. 

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding sub-
section (a), no surcharge may be included 
with respect to the issuance under this Act 
of any coin during a calendar year if, as of 
the time of such issuance, the issuance of 
such coin would result in the number of com-
memorative coin programs issued during 
such year to exceed the annual 2 commemo-
rative coin program issuance limitation 
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United 
States Code (as in effect on the date of the 
enactment of this Act). The Secretary of the 
Treasury may issue guidance to carry out 
this subsection. 
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SEC. 8. FINANCIAL ASSURANCES. 

The Secretary shall take such actions as 
may be necessary to ensure that— 

(1) minting and issuing coins under this 
Act will not result in any net cost to the 
United States Government; and 

(2) no funds, including applicable sur-
charges, are disbursed to any recipient des-
ignated in section 7 until the total cost of 
designing and issuing all of the coins author-
ized by this Act (including labor, materials, 
dies, use of machinery, overhead expenses, 
marketing, and shipping) is recovered by the 
United States Treasury, consistent with sec-
tions 5112(m) and 5134(f) of title 31, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 9. BUDGETARY EFFECTS. 

(a) STATUTORY PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this section shall not be 
entered on either PAYGO scorecard main-
tained pursuant to section 4(d) of the Statu-
tory Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010 (2 U.S.C. 
933(d)). 

(b) SENATE PAYGO SCORECARDS.—The 
budgetary effects of this section shall not be 
entered on any PAYGO scorecard maintained 
for purposes of section 4106 of H. Con. Res. 71 
(115th Congress). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 807, the Working Dog Commemo-
rative Coin Act, a bill which I am hon-
ored to have introduced along with the 
gentleman from Worcester, Massachu-
setts (Mr. MCGOVERN), the ranking 
member of the Rules Committee. 

My good friend and I introduced this 
bill this Congress, H.R. 807, better 
known as the dog coin bill in the Halls 
of Congress. It has been a project that 
both I and my staff have been pas-
sionate about since I introduced this 
bill last Congress. 

This legislation not only honors 
those service dogs, but the working 
dogs who protect Americans at home 
and abroad. Most of us passed a work-
ing dog when we came through security 
today here in Congress. They are so 
embedded in our daily lives here on 
Capitol Hill that we often pass them 
without notice. 

Since I introduced this bill last Con-
gress, I think we have been noticing 
these working dogs everywhere we go. I 
am grateful to have gained this new ap-
preciation myself. However, this new-
found awareness did not come from 
merely introducing a piece of legisla-
tion. It came from spending time with 

extraordinary people that benefit from 
the work of America’s VetDogs, and I 
would like to briefly highlight a few of 
them. 

U.S. Marine Corps Sergeant Chris-
topher Sunday was medically retired in 
2011 due to injuries sustained in com-
bat after leading missions during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. He returned home and 
struggled, like many veterans, with 
post-traumatic stress disorder, PTSD. 

Fortunately, in 2021, Chris was 
matched with his PTSD-trained service 
canine named Eddie. Chris said about 
his new companion: Eddie helped me 
find my independence again. I was able 
to finish my doctorate and become a 
mental health director to help incar-
cerated individuals because of my serv-
ice dog. 

Navy Corpsman Joe Worley is a fa-
miliar face on Capitol Hill, traveling 
from office to office with his service 
dog, Galaxie. In 2004, as his medical 
convoy was headed back to his base in 
Fallujah, Iraq, the first vehicle in the 
convoy hit an improvised explosive de-
vice. Worley jumped out to help his 
wounded comrades, ran a few yards and 
was hit by a rocket-propelled grenade. 
It did not explode, but it took off his 
left leg. He was then shot six times. 
For his actions, he was awarded the 
Bronze Star for valor and a Purple 
Heart. 

Since these injuries, Joe has been 
paired with two separate service dogs. 
He has also joined America’s VetDogs 
full-time as its veteran liaison, and 
what a great job he does. 

Finally, Corpsman Paul Sullivan sat 
down in my office and told me about 
his work as a first responder in Anne 
Arundel County. He explained how his 
service dog, Sal, helped him escape the 
night terrors triggered by PTSD. He 
described Sal as his dream catcher, al-
lowing him to sleep again and go about 
his daily life. 

I thank America’s VetDogs team for 
their relentless work to get this bill to 
the floor today; Deana Stone, who her-
self spent 20 years in the U.S. Air 
Force; John Miller; Bonnie Singer; 
Trey Matchin; and the countless volun-
teers and puppy handlers who knocked 
on every single door on the House and 
Senate sides of the Capitol. Their im-
pact is evident today because of the co-
sponsors we have on this bill and the 
support we have for this bill. 

For a commemorative coin or a Con-
gressional Gold Medal to come to the 
floor, it must receive 290 cosponsors. 
Gaining that many signatures is no 
easy task, but those individuals 
worked so hard to spread the word that 
this is more than just a coin bill. This 
is a bill that will improve the quality 
of life for our wounded veterans and 
first responders, something we can all 
get behind. 

Madam Speaker, I thank Ranking 
Member MCGOVERN for his partnership. 
His work on H.R. 807, as well as his pre-
vious work to permanently authorize 
the Wounded Warrior Service Dog Pro-

gram, is the perfect example of bipar-
tisan collaboration to prioritize the 
treatment and care of wounded vet-
erans, and this bill will help enable the 
treatment and care of our wounded vet-
erans and to honor the service dogs 
who are among us. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 807, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 807, the Working Dog Commemo-
rative Coin Act, sponsored by Rep-
resentative MCHENRY. 

This bill, introduced by Representa-
tive MCHENRY and Representative 
MCGOVERN, will require the U.S. Treas-
ury and Mint to develop a coin series 
honoring the critical role that working 
dogs play in our society. 

For decades, working service dogs 
have provided a range of services, from 
detection, military service, therapy, 
assistance, and mobility to Active- 
Duty servicemembers and first re-
sponders with disabilities. Their work 
and companionship have brought im-
measurable growth and healing for vet-
erans and others with disabilities. 

As the number of service dogs given 
to veterans with disabilities and PTSD 
continues to increase, this bill is an 
important step in giving these loyal 
and hardworking service dogs the love 
and the recognition that they deserve. 

I thank Representative MCHENRY and 
Representative MCGOVERN, two ideo-
logical compadres if there ever were 
such, for their bipartisan work on this 
legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I am personally 
proud to be a cosponsor of this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it today, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. SELF), my friend. 

Mr. SELF. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to support the Working Dog 
Commemorative Coin Act. 

This bill honors the important role 
that working and service dogs play in 
the lives of Americans, one of whom is 
a constituent of mine, Special Operator 
Jason Morgan. 

Jason’s story is absolutely incred-
ible. He was found face down in a 
swamp in Central America after a mis-
sion went wrong. He had a shattered 
spine, collapsed lungs, and numerous 
broken bones. It was a miracle he even 
survived. 

After waking up from a coma that 
lasted for months, doctors told him he 
would never walk again. He then went 
through many painful surgeries, with 
his life hanging by a thread many 
times. 

When he finally left the hospital, he 
was in a wheelchair and had memory 
loss. His life seemed to be falling apart. 
He was left to care for his three young 
sons on his own. Everything changed 
when Jason met Napal, a black Lab-
rador Retriever. 
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With Napal by his side, Jason’s life 

and his family’s life changed com-
pletely. Napal helped Jason overcome 
his paralysis. Jason completed a mara-
thon and won awards and medals in the 
Wounded Warrior Games. More than 
that, this amazing service dog helped 
heal Jason’s family and taught him 
how to be the father his kids needed. 

I have personally seen Napal many 
times steal the show with his person-
ality and his love of life and his dedica-
tion to service. Napal’s tour of duty 
has now been completed, and Yago has 
taken up his duties. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. FOSTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, as we thank our 
veterans and Active-Duty military 
servicemembers, we must not forget 
the crucial role that service dogs play 
on and off the battlefield. As a sci-
entist, I note that in a recent study 
conducted on veterans with service 
dogs, veterans with service dog com-
panions had stress hormones more like 
those in healthy adults without PTSD 
than veterans without service dogs. 

Promoting the health and mental 
well-being of our veterans is both a col-
lective and an individual endeavor. 
This legislation furthers those efforts 
and ensures that we recognize the im-
portant role that service dogs play in 
protecting our Nation, its Active-Duty 
servicemembers, and our veterans. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, I reiterate how im-
portant this bill is. Congress can direct 
the Mint to strike a coin, and the pro-
ceeds of the sale of that coin can ben-
efit society in a large-scale fashion. We 
have a threshold in Congress that says 
there has to be 290 cosponsors for a bill 
to do that. It has to have wide bipar-
tisan support, and it has to be in the 
greater interests of the country if we 
are going to do this because it is a con-
stitutional function where Congress 
steps in and directs the Mint to create 
a coin. Then we can direct the proceeds 
to actually help important nonprofits 
in this country. 

When we have a group like America’s 
VetDogs, they do such important work, 
and they have shown the societal ben-
efit of what they have done. For us to 
act today to acknowledge the role of 
service dogs and then get the benefit 
back into this community to help vet-
erans suffering with PTSD and for us 
to have service dogs available across 
the country is a very special thing. 

As I said, it took a lot of work, and 
Members of Congress are people, too. 
Madam Speaker, we often don’t ac-
knowledge that, but we are people, too. 
We are emotional, too. Things get real-
ly emotional here on Capitol Hill, and 
the way to bring down emotion just a 

little bit is to have a little, good boy 
come by and wag their tail at you and 
ask to have just a little pet. Those are 
the dogs, the service animals, that are 
around on Capitol Hill. 

Madam Speaker, we have some serv-
ice dogs that are in the gallery today 
watching what is happening here. I 
think because they are here it has been 
a little less emotional. We have actu-
ally been a little more balanced in how 
we have debated, and so, even if they 
are just wagging their tails in the gal-
lery, it brings a sense of calm to us as 
policymakers. 

It has been a welcome thing to have 
those service dogs around the Capitol 
complex driving up cosponsorship, but 
it couldn’t be done without the good 
work of staff. 

From my staff, I thank my good 
friend, Phil Poe, who has worked with 
me for nearly a decade here in D.C. It 
has been the work of Phil to direct this 
whole process and to get the cospon-
sors and work with other offices to 
show interest. Without that definitive 
work, we would not be here today with 
the cosponsorship we have here. 

I finish by acknowledging the impor-
tant work of Phil Poe in bringing this 
bill to the House floor. I thank my col-
leagues for that indulgence to thank 
staff because the staff are what make 
this operation actually work. We can 
never thank them enough for the input 
that they make into law, the dedica-
tion they have to our constitutional re-
public, and to the American people. 

Phil is one of the finest in the busi-
ness, and I thank Phil for his good 
work. 

Madam Speaker, I urge adoption of 
this important bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

b 1630 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCHENRY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 807, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

EVERETT ALVAREZ, JR. CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT OF 
2023 
Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1097) to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Everett Alvarez, 
Jr., in recognition of his service to the 
Nation. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1097 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Everett Al-
varez, Jr. Congressional Gold Medal Act of 
2023’’. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Commander (CDR) Everett Alvarez, Jr., 

served with distinction in the Vietnam war 
and made historic sacrifices for the United 
States as the first United States pilot to be 
shot down and captured during the Vietnam 
war and the second-longest prisoner of war 
in United States history, surviving over 
eight and half years in captivity. 

(2) CDR Alvarez was born in Salinas, Cali-
fornia, in 1937, and was the grandchild of 
Mexican immigrants. 

(3) CDR Alvarez attended Salinas Union 
High School and Hartnell College and re-
ceived a bachelor of science degree from 
Santa Clara University. 

(4) In 1960, CDR Alvarez joined the United 
States Navy and was commissioned as En-
sign. 

(5) After receiving his commission, CDR 
Alvarez attended flight training at the Naval 
Air Basic Training Command in Pensacola, 
Florida. 

(6) In June 1961, CDR Alvarez was trans-
ferred to the Naval Auxiliary Air Station in 
Kingsville, Texas, where he trained until De-
cember 1961. 

(7) CDR Alvarez was promoted to Lieuten-
ant (junior grade) in April 1962. 

(8) In June 1962, CDR Alvarez joined Attack 
Squadron 144, nicknamed the ‘‘Road-
runners’’, which was deployed to the Gulf of 
Tonkin prior to the United States entrance 
in the Vietnam war in August 1964. 

(9) On August 5, 1964, while flying Oper-
ation Pierce Arrow from the USS Constella-
tion near the Vietnam-China border, CDR 
Alvarez’s A–4 Skyhawk was shot down and 
he was captured by a Vietnamese fishing ves-
sel. 

(10) Upon capture, CDR Alvarez was taken 
to the Hòa Lò Prison in Hanoi, known to 
many former prisoners as the ‘‘Hanoi Hil-
ton’’. 

(11) CDR Alvarez spent his first thirteen 
months, eight days, and five hours in isola-
tion. 

(12) While at Hòa Lò, CDR Alvarez was re-
peatedly beaten and tortured and was fed in-
edible meals and suffered malnourishment. 

(13) In September 1965, CDR Alvarez was 
moved to the ‘‘Briarpatch’’, a prison camp 
west of Hanoi, with no electricity or running 
water. 

(14) Despite torture and interrogation, 
CDR Alvarez remained loyal to the United 
States and assisted other American prisoners 
of war. 

(15) CDR Alvarez, with his own actions, en-
couraged and inspired fellow prisoners of war 
to ‘‘Return with Honor’’, which meant keep-
ing their integrity in the face of torture and 
not cooperating with or divulging informa-
tion to the enemy, so they could return 
home having remained loyal to the United 
States. 

(16) At great risk, CDR Alvarez helped 
spread the means of communication, includ-
ing the tap code and the mute hand code, to 
keep up spirits and stay organized. 

(17) On July 6, 1966, CDR Alvarez and 51 
other American prisoners of war were forced 
to march in the ‘‘Hanoi Parade’’ where he 
was abused and attacked by mobs. 

(18) CDR Alvarez was released February 12, 
1973, after spending 3,113 days in captivity, or 
eight years and six months. 

(19) Following his release and hospitaliza-
tion, CDR Alvarez resumed his Naval service, 
returning to Naval Air Station Kingsville for 
refresher flight training. 

(20) CDR Alvarez attended the U.S. Naval 
Postgraduate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, and received a master’s degree in Op-
erations Research and Systems Analysis in 
1976. 
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(21) CDR Alvarez was inducted into the 

U.S. Naval Postgraduate School’s Alumni 
Hall of Fame on March 27, 2015. 

(22) CDR Alvarez served in Program Man-
agement at the Naval Air Systems command 
in Washington, DC, from October 1976 until 
his retirement. 

(23) CDR Alvarez retired from the Navy on 
June 30, 1980, completing a 20-year Naval ca-
reer. 

(24) In 1983, CDR Alvarez earned his juris 
doctor from the George Washington School 
of Law and has been admitted to the District 
of Columbia bar. 

(25) In April 1981, President Ronald Reagan 
appointed CDR Alvarez as Deputy Director 
of the Peace Corps, where he served until 
1982. 

(26) In July 1982, President Reagan nomi-
nated CDR Alvarez to be Deputy Adminis-
trator of the Veterans Administration, now 
known as the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, serving until 1986. 

(27) In February 1987, President Reagan ap-
pointed CDR Alvarez to the Board of Regents 
of the Uniformed Services University of the 
Health Sciences, where he served for nearly 
21 years. 

(28) For his service, CDR Alvarez was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal, two Legions 
of Merit, the Distinguished Flying Cross, two 
Bronze Star Medals, two Purple Hearts, and 
the Prisoner of War Medal. 

(29) On September 18, 2012, the United 
States Navy Memorial awarded CDR Alvarez 
the ‘‘Lone Sailor Award’’. 

(30) The people of the United States honor 
the sacrifices of CDR Alvarez and his service 
to our Nation. 
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
presentation, on behalf of Congress, of a gold 
medal of appropriate design to Everett Alva-
rez, Jr., in recognition of his service to the 
Nation. 

(b) DESIGN AND STRIKING.—For purposes of 
the presentation referred to in subsection 
(a), the Secretary of the Treasury (referred 
to in this Act as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall 
strike a gold medal with suitable emblems, 
devices, and inscriptions, to be determined 
by the Secretary. The design shall bear an 
image of, and inscription of the name of, 
Everett Alvarez, Jr. 
SEC. 4. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

The Secretary may strike and sell dupli-
cates in bronze of the gold medal struck 
under section 3, at a price sufficient to cover 
the costs of the medals, including labor, ma-
terials, dies, use of machinery, and overhead 
expenses. 
SEC. 5. STATUS OF MEDALS. 

(a) NATIONAL MEDALS.—Medals struck 
under this Act are national medals for pur-
poses of chapter 51 of title 31, United States 
Code. 

(b) NUMISMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of 
section 5134 of title 31, United States Code, 
all medals struck under this Act shall be 
considered to be numismatic items. 
SEC. 6. AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS; 

PROCEEDS OF SALE. 
(a) AUTHORITY TO USE FUND AMOUNTS.— 

There is authorized to be charged against the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund 
such amounts as may be necessary to pay for 
the costs of the medals struck under this 
Act. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.—Amounts received 
from the sale of duplicate bronze medals au-
thorized under section 4 shall be deposited 
into the United States Mint Public Enter-
prise Fund. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H.R. 1097, a bill that will award the 
Congressional Gold Medal to Everett 
Alvarez, Jr. 

Madam Speaker, the Congressional 
Gold Medal is considered the highest 
civilian honor awarded in the United 
States. In the 248 years since the Conti-
nental Congress issued the first one to 
George Washington in 1776, only 184 
have been awarded. That is fewer than 
one per year. Hence, the distinction of 
awarding such an honor should not be 
lost on this 118th Congress. 

Madam Speaker, I cannot think of 
someone more deserving of such rec-
ognition than retired United States 
Navy Commander Alvarez, Jr. 

As a boy growing up in Salinas, Cali-
fornia, Alvarez marveled at the naval 
planes flying overhead in and out of 
Moffett Field in nearby Santa Clara 
County. 

In 1960, at the age of 22, ignoring his 
parents’ protests, he followed his boy-
hood dream of joining the Navy and 
was selected for pilot training. 

On August 5, 1964, that dream turned 
into a nightmare when his A–4 
Skyhawk was shot down near the Viet-
nam-China border during Operation 
Pierce Arrow. The then-lieutenant jun-
ior grade pilot was subsequently cap-
tured and imprisoned by the North Vi-
etnamese forces. 

Commander Alvarez spent the next 
3,113 days, more than 8 years and 7 
months, in some of the most horrific 
conditions imaginable. Despite being 
beaten and tortured for information 
about U.S. military operations, Com-
mander Alvarez refused to comply, say-
ing he wanted to be able to look in the 
mirror and not feel ashamed. 

Even when his north Vietnamese cap-
tors no longer felt Alvarez held mili-
tary intelligence value, they continued 
to brutalize him in attempts to extract 
propaganda messages. He did not cave. 

When he was finally released on Feb-
ruary 12, 1973, he held the undesirable 
distinction of being the second longest- 
held U.S. prisoner of war in our Na-
tion’s history. Commander Alvarez left 
prison knowing he owed nothing more 
to his country, but remarkably, he 
would go on to serve another 7 years in 
the United States Navy. 

Today, at age 86, I believe that when 
Commander Everett Alvarez, Jr., looks 

in the mirror, he sees only honor in his 
reflection and that is what the Amer-
ican people see. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Mr. PANETTA, for introducing this bill, 
along with the multitude of sponsors. 
It is a massive amount of work to get 
a legislative product like this, espe-
cially in a divided Congress and a di-
vided time for America, but this is a 
source of unity and pride that Ameri-
cans are willing to sacrifice for their 
American Dream and their ideals in 
this free Nation of ours. Because of the 
willingness of folks like Commander 
Alvarez, we do have this free Nation 
and we do have a sense of pride in being 
an American. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this bill. I 
urge my colleagues to do the same, 
but, again, I will close by thanking Mr. 
PANETTA for his thoughtful approach in 
building bipartisan consensus, not just 
on this, but overall, in his policy-
making skills. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
1097, the Everett Alvarez, Jr. Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act of 2023, spon-
sored by Representative JIMMY PA-
NETTA. 

H.R. 1097 bestows a Gold Medal of 
Honor to Commander Everett Alvarez, 
Jr., a retired United States Navy offi-
cer who maintained the military code 
of conduct, loyalty, and honor to the 
United States under torture, abuse, 
and interrogation for 8 years and 6 
months of imprisonment. He is the sec-
ond longest-held prisoner of war in the 
United States history. 

Our Nation’s fallen soldiers, our vet-
erans, our active military servicemem-
bers are those who demonstrate tre-
mendous courage, resiliency, honor, 
and selflessness. Their contributions 
cannot be overstated and should never 
be neglected. I applaud my colleague, 
Representative PANETTA, who is also a 
veteran of the war in Afghanistan for 
his efforts and advocacy on this impor-
tant bill to ensure that Commander Al-
varez, Jr., is recognized and praised for 
his unfaltering commitment and sac-
rifice to our country. 

Representative PANETTA has long 
worked to help active military mem-
bers and our Nation’s veterans. His 
deeply appreciated service to our Na-
tion has resulted in significant strides 
and legislation to help ensure that we 
are treating our veterans with the re-
spect and dignity that they deserve. 

Today is just one example of his 
work making a real difference, and I 
am very pleased to support this bill to 
honor Commander Alvarez, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 6 minutes to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. PA-
NETTA), our loquacious, thoughtful, and 
patriotic colleague. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, obvi-
ously, I thank Representative FOSTER 
for yielding me this time. I also thank 
Chairman MCHENRY for that very com-
prehensive and exact description of 
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this piece of legislation and his kind 
words. 

Mr. Speaker, I do rise today, as well, 
to support the Everett Alvarez, Jr. 
Congressional Gold Medal Act. This 
legislation would award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to retired United 
States Naval Commander Everett Alva-
rez, Jr., who was the first aviator cap-
tured in the Vietnam war, but also the 
second longest-serving prisoner of war 
in the history of our Nation. 

A native son of Salinas, California, in 
Monterey County, Everett Alvarez has 
made immense contributions to our 
country. 

While growing up, he always wanted 
to be in the U.S. Navy. As a kid in an 
immigrant family, surrounded by other 
immigrant families in his neighbor-
hood, he was instilled with that sense 
of service, that attitude that he should 
always give back to the country that 
gave he and his family so much oppor-
tunity. 

He attended Santa Clara University 
where he earned a degree in electrical 
engineering and remains a lifetime 
member of the board of fellows. 

While he was at SCU, Alvarez would 
stare at the naval jets flying over cam-
pus that were going in and out of the 
nearby Navy base at Moffett Airfield in 
Mountain View. 

Right before he graduated in 1960, he 
took, and he passed the exams to join 
the Navy and train as a pilot. While in 
the Navy, Alvarez was assigned and 
trained to fly the A–4 Skyhawk fighter- 
bomber jets. In May 1964, Lieutenant 
JG Alvarez was assigned to the USS 
Constellation, which was off the coast of 
Vietnam, otherwise known as Yankee 
Station. 

For the first few months, Alvarez 
carried out numerous missions over 
Laos, Cambodia, and parts of northern 
Vietnam; however, his first combat 
mission was the day after the Gulf of 
Tonkin incident, which also turned out 
to be his last mission. 

On August 5, 1964, during Operation 
Pierce Arrow, Lieutenant JG Alvarez 
was sent on a mission to target and 
take out torpedo boat bases in north 
Vietnam. However, right as he got to 
the coast of north Vietnam, his A–4 
Skyhawk was hit by enemy fire. He im-
mediately tried to gain altitude, but 
quickly realized he couldn’t. 

Everett worked hard to get his plane 
out to the ocean and made one final 
radio transmission to his wingmen just 
before he bailed out into Ha Long Bay 
in which he said: I will see you guys 
later. 

Unbeknownst to all, Everett 
wouldn’t see freedom for the next 8 
years and 6 months, or the next 3,113 
days. 

Now, for the first part of his cap-
tivity, Everett was in solitary confine-
ment for 13 months, mainly because 
the U.S. hadn’t started the formal 
bombing campaign against the north 
Vietnamese, but, at that time, the 
north Vietnamese were unprepared for 
prisoners of war, so for his first 6 

months in captivity, the enemy didn’t 
know what to do with him. They kept 
him in a local jail, treating him like a 
local criminal. 

As time went on, though, the enemy 
constantly interrogated him, demand-
ing he tell them about U.S. intentions 
and operations. Everett refused and 
subsequently was put into a 7-by-7-foot 
cell. 

As tough as that period was, Everett 
will tell you that his toughest time 
was from 1965 to 1969, 4 years, when he 
and other POWs were constantly pres-
sured and used as propaganda, includ-
ing being beaten and marched through 
the streets. His torture included a rifle 
butt to the left side of Alvarez’s face 
that dislocated his jaw and still causes 
him difficulty today. 

He suffered numerous other injuries 
at the hands of his captors, including 
ones that required surgeries later in 
his life to both his arms and his back. 
Much of Everett Alvarez’s captivity 
was spent at the Hoa Lo Prison, other-
wise known as the Hanoi Hilton, where 
conditions were absolutely horrific. 

During those years, Everett was con-
fined to a room that was about 10 feet 
by 12 feet and was given nothing but a 
straw mat and a bag filled with straw 
that was supposed to be a pillow. 

They starved him so much that Ever-
ett’s weight fell to just over 100 
pounds, even though his normal weight 
was 170 pounds. Although, he was phys-
ically weak, Mr. Speaker, having en-
dured starvation, isolation, and tor-
ture, Everett Alvarez remained strong. 

He said that the POWs took care of 
one another by communicating with 
each other and tapping on prison walls. 
Everett personally and regularly in-
spired and encouraged his fellow POWs 
to return with honor by not cooper-
ating with the enemy and staying loyal 
to the United States of America. 

On January 12, 1973, we know that 
U.S.’ involvement with the Vietnam 
war ended with the signing of the Paris 
Peace Accords and soon after, on Feb-
ruary 12, Everett Alvarez was released 
from captivity. 

Upon arrival at the U.S. airbase in 
the Philippines, he greeted the Navy 
Admiral awaiting him with: Lieuten-
ant JG Alvarez reporting back, sir. 

After his release and hospitalization, 
Alvarez resumed his naval service. He 
even graduated from the Naval Post-
graduate School in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, with a degree in operations re-
search and systems analysis. 

On June 30, 1980, Commander Alvarez 
retired from the Navy, completing a 20- 
year naval career. During his service, 
Commander Alvarez earned the Silver 
Star, two Legions of Merit, the Distin-
guished Flying Cross, two Bronze 
Stars, two Purple Hearts, and the Pris-
oner of War Medal. 

After leaving the Navy, Alvarez con-
tinued to give back by serving his 
country. He was appointed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan as a Deputy Direc-
tor of the Peace Corps and Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the Veterans Adminis-
tration. 

In an article with Stars and Stripes, 
Everett Alvarez was asked, despite the 
nightmare of being a POW for the sec-
ond longest amount of time in our Na-
tion’s history, what allowed him to re-
alize that he is the American Dream? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBER of Texas). The time of the gen-
tleman has expired. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
an additional 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, his re-
sponse was that I am nothing special. I 
am just one of the guys that had to do 
what we had to do, and that is how we 
did it. We just took one day at a time. 

Mr. Speaker, he may think that he is 
nothing special, but what he did in cap-
tivity as the second longest-serving 
POW in our Nation’s history and what 
he has done for our country is not just 
special; it is unfathomable, and it is 
absolutely amazing. His service to our 
Nation, his sacrifice as a POW, his 
strength, and his symbol as an Amer-
ican for Americans deserves the high-
est honor that Congress can bestow, a 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

I am honored to be the author of this 
bill, and I am also proud that 300 Mem-
bers of this Chamber cosponsored this 
legislation, demonstrating how deserv-
ing Commander Alvarez is of this rec-
ognition. I am also honored that Sen-
ator PADILLA is the sponsor of this leg-
islation in the Senate, and I look for-
ward to working with him and his Sen-
ate colleagues in order to obtain the 
appropriate amount of support so that 
this bill passes out of the U.S. Senate 
and makes it to the President’s desk 
for signature into law. 

For now, I urge all of my congres-
sional colleagues to support the Ever-
ett Alvarez, Jr. Congressional Gold 
Medal Act to honor Everett Alvarez, an 
American and an example of what we 
stand for as Americans. 

b 1645 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I yield myself the 
balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, my draft number was 
321. Being born in 1955, I never was 
called to serve, and I always wondered 
what my service would be like had I 
been called. I am so humbled by this 
story of Everett Alvarez, Jr. 

There are many lessons that we try 
to draw from the war in Vietnam, but 
one of the lessons that we did not get 
right was the duty that we have to re-
spect the service to those who served 
under very difficult circumstances. 
That is part of the reason that I extend 
my support, again, for H.R. 1097, the 
Everett Alvarez, Jr. Congressional 
Gold Medal Act of 2023. 

This legislation is necessary to en-
sure that Congress recognizes and hon-
ors the tremendous sacrifices that he 
made to protect our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Rep-
resentative PANETTA for his work to 
bring this legislation to the floor 
today. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:32 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21MY7.030 H21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3379 May 21, 2024 
Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

I thank my Democratic colleagues 
for their work. We have two coin bills 
here on the floor today, and they speak 
to different parts of our United States 
history and the best among us. That 
gift that continues with us retelling 
important stories of our history is real-
ly important for us to know today. 

I thank Mr. PANETTA for the work 
that he put into bringing this Congres-
sional Gold Medal Act before us and 
the story of Everett Alvarez, Jr.’s con-
tribution to the United States and the 
example he gives us. For this to be 
done in his lifetime is a very special 
and rare honor, indeed. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this important resolu-
tion, and I thank my colleagues for the 
form of debate here and the story-
telling. It is important for us to tell 
the stories of the best of American his-
tory, and, let’s be honest, it is impor-
tant to tell the whole story of Amer-
ican history. These stories of heroic 
acts are really important for us to 
know. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCHENRY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1097. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I move to suspend the rules and pass 
the bill (H.R. 5863) to provide tax relief 
with respect to certain Federal disas-
ters, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5863 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Dis-
aster Tax Relief Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. EXTENSION OF RULES FOR TREATMENT 

OF CERTAIN DISASTER-RELATED 
PERSONAL CASUALTY LOSSES. 

For purposes of applying section 304(b) of 
the Taxpayer Certainty and Disaster Tax Re-
lief Act of 2020, section 301 of such Act shall 
be applied by substituting ‘‘the Federal Dis-
aster Tax Relief Act of 2023’’ for ‘‘this Act’’ 
each place it appears. 
SEC. 3. EXCLUSION FROM GROSS INCOME FOR 

COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES OR 
DAMAGES RESULTING FROM CER-
TAIN WILDFIRES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, gross income shall 
not include any amount received by an indi-
vidual as a qualified wildfire relief payment. 

(b) QUALIFIED WILDFIRE RELIEF PAYMENT.— 
For purposes of this section— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘qualified wild-
fire relief payment’’ means any amount re-
ceived by or on behalf of an individual as 
compensation for losses, expenses, or dam-
ages (including compensation for additional 
living expenses, lost wages (other than com-
pensation for lost wages paid by the em-
ployer which would have otherwise paid such 
wages), personal injury, death, or emotional 
distress) incurred as a result of a qualified 
wildfire disaster, but only to the extent the 
losses, expenses, or damages compensated by 
such payment are not compensated for by in-
surance or otherwise. 

(2) QUALIFIED WILDFIRE DISASTER.—The 
term ‘‘qualified wildfire disaster’’ means any 
federally declared disaster (as defined in sec-
tion 165(i)(5)(A) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986) declared, after December 31, 2014, as 
a result of any forest or range fire. 

(c) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFIT.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986— 

(1) no deduction or credit shall be allowed 
(to the person for whose benefit a qualified 
wildfire relief payment is made) for, or by 
reason of, any expenditure to the extent of 
the amount excluded under this section with 
respect to such expenditure, and 

(2) no increase in the basis or adjusted 
basis of any property shall result from any 
amount excluded under this subsection with 
respect to such property. 

(d) LIMITATION ON APPLICATION.—This sec-
tion shall only apply to qualified wildfire re-
lief payments received by the individual dur-
ing taxable years beginning after December 
31, 2019, and before January 1, 2026. 

(e) EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF LIMITATION.— 
In the case of a claim for credit or refund 
which is properly allocable to the exclusion 
which is described in subsection (a)— 

(1) the period of limitation prescribed in 
section 6511(a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 for the filing of such claim shall be 
treated as not expiring earlier than the date 
that is 1 year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, and 

(2) any limitation described in section 
6511(b)(2) of such Code shall not apply. 
SEC. 4. EAST PALESTINE DISASTER RELIEF PAY-

MENTS. 
(a) DISASTER RELIEF PAYMENTS TO VICTIMS 

OF EAST PALESTINE TRAIN DERAILMENT.— 
East Palestine train derailment payments 
shall be treated as qualified disaster relief 
payments for purposes of section 139(b) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(b) EAST PALESTINE TRAIN DERAILMENT 
PAYMENTS.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘‘East Palestine train derailment pay-
ment’’ means any amount received by or on 
behalf of an individual as compensation for 
loss, damages, expenses, loss in real property 
value, closing costs with respect to real 
property (including realtor commissions), or 
inconvenience (including access to real prop-
erty) resulting from the East Palestine train 
derailment if such amount was provided by— 

(1) a Federal, State, or local government 
agency, 

(2) Norfolk Southern Railway, or 
(3) any subsidiary, insurer, or agent of Nor-

folk Southern Railway or any related person. 
(c) TRAIN DERAILMENT.—For purposes of 

this section, the term ‘‘East Palestine train 
derailment’’ means the derailment of a train 
in East Palestine, Ohio, on February 3, 2023. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to amounts received on or after Feb-
ruary 3, 2023. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of H.R. 5863, the Federal Disaster Tax 
Relief Act, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE), my 
Ways and Means Committee colleague. 

This legislation was approved last 
year by the Ways and Means Com-
mittee 38–0 because families and com-
munities across the country who suf-
fered disasters need support. In fact, bi-
partisan support for this legislation 
was so strong that it was approved a 
second time by the Ways and Means 
Committee as part of the Tax Relief for 
American Families and Workers Act. 

This legislation not only helps vic-
tims of disasters but also provides 
broad and immediate tax relief for 
American workers, farmers, families, 
and small businesses, which is why the 
House of Representatives passed it 
with 84 percent support earlier this 
year. I encourage my Senate colleagues 
to take up that legislation to support 
disaster victims and help the millions 
of Americans treading water in today’s 
economy. 

The Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act 
provides assistance to communities 
across the country, bringing relief to 
those recovering and rebuilding after 
tragic floods and tornadoes, like those 
that affected communities in my home 
State of Missouri in the winter of 2021 
and the summer of 2023, hurricanes like 
Hurricane Ian that claimed countless 
lives in Florida, wildfires like those 
that devastated communities in Cali-
fornia and Hawaii, and the train derail-
ment and toxic chemical spill in East 
Palestine, Ohio. 

I commend Representative STEUBE 
for his leadership on this issue. His pas-
sion started with his desire to provide 
help to the families he represents who 
were devastated by the hurricane. In 
the interest of getting this done, he 
broadened his relief effort to include 
over 300 storms in 45 States. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all of my 
colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this bill so 
that we are standing with and sup-
porting our fellow neighbors when they 
are most in need. I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of this legislation, and I thank 
Chairman SMITH of the Ways and 
Means Committee for all the good work 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:42 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21MY7.032 H21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3380 May 21, 2024 
he has done to ensure that we are able 
to help our constituents who are suf-
fering as a result of natural disasters. I 
also thank my colleague and friend, 
Mr. STEUBE, without whose leadership 
on the Ways and Means Committee we 
wouldn’t be here today. I also thank 
Mr. LAMALFA, my colleague to the 
north of my district, who has worked 
with me over the years to address one 
component that is covered by this 
piece of legislation. 

This has been a long time coming for 
my constituents—too long, way too 
long. This is now the second time in 5 
months that this House has come to-
gether to state plainly and in a bipar-
tisan fashion that Americans should 
help one another when disaster strikes, 
while the Senate continues to play pol-
itics with what ought to be a bipar-
tisan victory. They have been sitting 
on the tax bill for 5 months. I join 
Chairman SMITH in calling for them to 
move the entire bill because there is so 
much in it for so many of our constitu-
ents across the country. 

I want to briefly reiterate how we got 
here today. In my district, wildfires in 
2015, 2017, and 2018 devastated entire 
communities across my district and 
across the State of California. Entire 
towns were destroyed. Thousands of 
people lost homes, and dozens of people 
lost their lives. 

In the aftermath, the courts found 
that Pacific Gas and Electric was liable 
for causing some of these fires. As part 
of its subsequent bankruptcy pro-
ceedings, the utility established a trust 
from which fire survivors are generally 
eligible for compensation for losses 
sustained during these fires. 

Let me pause here to say one thing. 
No disaster survivor is ever made 
whole. No one is ever made whole. Peo-
ple lost their homes and everything in 
their homes—family pictures, family 
heirlooms, family records. They lost 
businesses. As I said earlier, sadly, 
they lost family members. 

While the courts eventually created a 
path to compensation, it took years to 
get there, years my constituents didn’t 
have. They couldn’t wait around for 3, 
4, 6 years to get a payment from that 
trust. Then, because the trust was 
structured in the form of stock shares 
and because stock shares need to be 
monetized carefully and slowly in order 
to maximize return to survivors, the 
payments to survivors came in batches. 
Nobody is getting—repeat, nobody is 
getting—100 percent of what they lost. 

To add insult to injury, right as our 
constituents started to get a little bit 
of compensation, our constituents were 
told they may actually owe taxes on 
these payments because, depending on 
the taxpayer, the payments may qual-
ify as income. In 4 years of working on 
this issue, I have yet to encounter a 
single person on either side of the aisle 
who believes this is fair. That is why 
we have been so successful in passing 
this legislation numerous times out of 
the Ways and Means Committee and off 
the floor of this House. 

This bill has been stalled, advanced, 
and then held up. It has been marked 
up, passed the House, and stalled again. 
The Senate ought to quit dithering on 
what is an objectively good bill for our 
country and just pass it, but because 
they are unwilling to do so, we are here 
again tonight to take this matter up. 

As I said, I am grateful to my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle. Mr. 
NEAL, our ranking member on Ways 
and Means, has been a great colleague 
and a great champion for this. I also 
thank the chairman, Mr. SMITH, and 
Mr. STEUBE, one of our colleagues on 
the committee. 

I wish such an unusual strategy to 
get here wasn’t necessary, but I am 
committed—and I think my colleagues 
here are committed—to pulling every 
lever at our disposal to get this bill 
passed. This is a fundamental question 
of fairness, and I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank Congressman THOMPSON for his 
advocacy as well on this legislation 
and helping move it through our com-
mittee in a very bipartisan effort. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
STEUBE), the author of this legislation. 

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Speaker, I stand in 
support of H.R. 5863, the Federal Dis-
aster Tax Relief Act of 2023. 

In a historic act, last week, a major-
ity of the House of Representatives 
made clear that the House should act 
to provide tax relief to victims of nat-
ural disasters all across America. I 
thank every Member who stood with 
me in this fight, and I am thankful 
that this bill is finally being debated 
on the floor. 

On September 28, 2022, southwest 
Florida was ravaged by Hurricane Ian, 
one of the most devastating hurricanes 
to ever hit our Nation. NOAA ranks 
Hurricane Ian as the third most costly 
hurricane in United States history, 
killing nearly 150 people and causing 
billions of dollars in damages. For Flo-
ridians, we know that the recovery 
from Hurricane Ian is far from over. 

Despite experiencing numerous hurri-
canes yearly, Floridians are resilient. I 
have been working tirelessly on dis-
aster relief legislation for Floridians to 
recover from various storms that have 
decimated so many communities 
around our State. The most recurring 
and pressing issue I hear in my district 
is that the sun coast is still waiting for 
Congress to do its job to provide much- 
needed relief. 

More than a year-and-a-half after 
landfall of Hurricane Ian, Congress has 
yet to provide disaster relief for those 
impacted financially by Ian. I have re-
ceived thousands of letters, calls, and 
pleas for help from people in my dis-
trict who have incurred tens of thou-
sands of dollars in recovery expenses 
and are having a hard time getting 
ahead. 
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On eight separate occasions since 
2002, Congress has provided tax relief to 
victims of natural disasters. Since 2021, 
over 300 disasters across 47 States have 
been declared without Congress taking 
action. 

Additionally, wildfires across the 
Western United States and Maui have 
greatly impacted many Americans who 
have not received any relief from this 
body. Similarly, the victims of the 
East Palestine train derailment are 
facing the same situation. 

This bill helps everyday Americans 
and provides them the ability to deduct 
their expenses from a natural disaster 
from their taxes. 

This bill will not just aid Hurricane 
Ian victims. It will provide relief to the 
millions of Americans around the coun-
try who are victims of federally de-
clared disasters. It will help victims of 
flooding in the Midwest. In the Pacific 
Northwest, victims of wildfires will get 
the relief they deserve. Those affected 
by severe winter storms in the North-
east will benefit from this tax deduc-
tion, as will our friends in Texas who 
have experienced damage from a wide 
variety of disasters, including winter 
storms, tornadoes, flooding, and fires. 

In short, this is not a problem that 
just affects Florida or California. This 
impacts millions of American families, 
and Congress must act to provide them 
relief. 

I am grateful to be supported by 
many of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to lead the fight for Ameri-
cans all across the country to get dis-
aster relief. Disaster relief is not a 
Democratic problem or a Republican 
problem. It is something that all of us 
face. 

I give sincere thanks to Members and 
staff who have worked tirelessly on 
this bill. I give special thanks to Cali-
fornia Congressmen MIKE THOMPSON, 
JIMMY PANETTA, and DOUG LAMALFA, 
as well as Congresswoman JILL TOKUDA 
of Hawaii, for their leadership on this 
effort. 

I also thank former Congressman 
BILL JOHNSON, who represented East 
Palestine, Ohio, and played an impor-
tant role with this bill. 

I give special thanks to Ways and 
Means Committee Chairman JASON 
SMITH for passing this bill out of the 
committee. 

The constituents of my district and 
the districts each of these colleagues 
represents are in need of help. Today, I 
urge swift passage of this bill on the 
House floor and urge expeditious con-
sideration in the Senate so that Ameri-
cans all across America can get much- 
needed relief. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Hawaii (Ms. TOKUDA), 
who knows firsthand the tragedy of 
wildfire. 

Her constituents experienced a hor-
rific disaster in her district, in her 
home State, and she has been there 
with them every step of the way. She is 
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here on their behalf again tonight. I 
thank her for her support. 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 5863, the Federal 
Disaster Tax Relief Act of 2023. 

It will keep survivors’ hard-earned 
money in their pockets and help them 
get their lives back to normal as soon 
as possible, whatever that normal 
might look like. 

Seeing the overwhelming challenges 
faced by the survivors of the Maui 
wildfires, our ‘‘family,’’ ‘‘ohana,’’ I in-
troduced H.R. 5873, the Natural Dis-
aster Tax Relief Act of 2023, last Octo-
ber to lessen the tax burden faced by 
disaster survivors and ensure they have 
the financial resources to support their 
‘‘family,’’ ‘‘ohana.’’ 

Since then, far too many people con-
tinue to struggle with recovery costs 
that no one could ever budget for. 
Across our country, through all disas-
ters current, those to come, and so far 
in the past, they have reached deep 
into their savings. They have gone into 
debt to feed their ‘‘children,’’ ‘‘keiki,’’ 
to cover their mortgages, to pay for 
education and healthcare costs, and to 
rebuild their homes, businesses, and 
livelihoods. 

I thank my friends and colleagues, 
Congressmen GREG STEUBE and DOUG 
LAMALFA, for incorporating elements 
of my legislation into this bill as we 
continue to fight for its critical pas-
sage. 

Like me, they know all too well that 
there will never be enough to replace 
all that people lost. As the good Con-
gressman from California mentioned, 
no one will be made whole, but that 
being said, anything we can do to light-
en the tax burden and the financial 
struggles they face will go a long way 
to rebuilding lives and rebuilding com-
munities. 

I am proud to join Congressmen 
STEUBE, LAMALFA, and THOMPSON on 
the floor today to pass this bill out of 
the House. I implore the Senate to em-
brace their ‘‘responsibility,’’ 
‘‘kuleana,’’ and pass this bill. 

Disaster does not discriminate. It 
doesn’t care if you are Democratic, 
Independent, or Republican. When it 
hits, people need help. We must pass 
this critical bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion now. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
LAMALFA). 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chairman SMITH for helping us with 
our legislation all this time here, and I 
am very grateful also to Mr. STEUBE 
for allowing our bill to be piggybacked 
with his in this effort here, as well as 
H.R. 7024, Tax Relief for American 
Families and Workers Act of 2024, 
which is still waiting over in the Sen-
ate. I hope we can get that one passed, 
but I am grateful for everybody to join 
this effort here today in a strong, bi-
partisan effort to move this narrower, 
very important disaster relief package 
to help people all across the country, 
as has been said. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Mr. THOMPSON of California, so much 
for our partnership on this. It has 
taken some time, but we are getting 
there. I am glad to see it. 

With the losses we have suffered 
along with our constituents—especially 
our constituents, of course—it is very 
painful to see and not be able to go 
back to them and say we have gotten a 
result. 

My own constituents, I commend 
them. I am grateful for them. They 
have been very patient, the victims of 
the Camp fire where 85 lives were lost, 
the victims of the Zogg fire, my neigh-
bors down there in the Santa Rosa 
area, and of course, my good friend, 
Ms. TOKUDA. Lahaina suffered an even 
greater loss of life than what we had in 
Paradise, which was a record. We don’t 
want to set records. We want to get re-
sults. 

It has been a great partnership on top 
of disaster and heartache. 

Just picture this, though, as I talk 
about Paradise: You wake up in the 
morning, and you hear there is a fire. 
All of a sudden, there is an evacuation. 
People are crowding the narrow road-
ways, trying to get up the hill or down 
the hill out of town, barely making it 
in some cases, scorched vehicles, tires 
on fire, all of that. 

They are seeing in their rearview 
mirrors their neighborhood engulfed in 
flames and their houses burning down 
with all their mementos, as was men-
tioned, in them. 

They are wondering: Did their neigh-
bor get out? Did the elderly lady up the 
street get out? Thank goodness there 
was a firefighter or neighbor that 
maybe helped that lady get out just in 
time, so there was not even a bigger 
loss of life. 

The resilience of these folks in the 
fires that I have had in my district and 
my neighbors in our neighboring 
States is just amazing as they have 
stuck with us on this. 

A settlement happened with the util-
ity to somehow partly compensate 
them, and indeed, they will never be 
made whole. 

My colleagues have pointed that out 
well. They can never be made whole, 
even with a lot of money. That settle-
ment should not be a taxable event. 

Think about it. Just break that down 
for a minute. You are in your home, 
and you have been paying off your 
mortgage. Maybe it is already paid off. 
You have your equity in your home. 
This disaster happens, and you lose 
your home. All of a sudden, you have 
to rearrange your life. You have to re-
build your life. That portion of that eq-
uity that now is going to be com-
pensated for partly by the settlement 
with the utility, that portion of your 
home, is now a newly taxable event be-
cause of the IRS’ interpretation of 
that. 

How is that right? How is that fair at 
all? Someone is ripped out of their life, 
home, family, whatever may have hap-
pened to them personally, and now 

they have a taxable event on top of 
that piece of equity that was in their 
home because of a bad interpretation 
here. 

That is why this legislation is nec-
essary. That is why it has been so 
strongly supported on both sides of the 
aisle all through the process here. That 
is why we need to overcome these hur-
dles we have, whether it is over in the 
Senate or what have you, to get this 
done. 

People deserve to have that predict-
ability, that sustainability of their 
lives, to be able to put themselves back 
in a good way again. 

To the fire victims of the Camp fire 
in my area, the Zogg fire, our other 
neighbors out there, relief is on the 
way. 

This has been a tremendous effort, a 
little out of the ordinary, to get this 
legislation back to this floor here to-
night, and I think it will pass resound-
ingly. I hope so. I ask for everybody’s 
‘‘aye’’ vote. 

Again, I appreciate all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
stepping forward and doing right by 
the fire victims, by the hurricane vic-
tims, by those folks in East Palestine, 
and by others who are going to be 
added to this. 

This is how legislation should look. 
This is how a country pulls together, 
and I am glad to be part of it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Again, I thank Mr. STEUBE, Mr. 
LAMALFA, Chairman SMITH, and all of 
our colleagues on Ways and Means who 
worked so hard to bring this bill to fru-
ition not once, not twice, but now 
three times. 

I know how difficult it is for our 
friend from Hawaii, in her area. What a 
devastating fire that was, and I know 
how hard she is working for her con-
stituents. I thank her for being on the 
floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, Florida, Texas, South 
Carolina, Louisiana, Kentucky, Or-
egon, New York, California, and over a 
dozen other States have been dev-
astated by disasters. There is not a sin-
gle colleague in this House who should 
have to go through a disaster to know 
how bad it is. It devastates commu-
nities. It devastates people’s lives. It 
disrupts communities. It disrupts peo-
ple’s lives. People are killed. Busi-
nesses are lost. Homes and heirlooms 
are lost and destroyed. 

The least that we can do is to come 
to the aid of our constituents, our fel-
low Americans, in time of disaster and 
in time of great need. That is what we 
are doing today. 

This is commendable work by the 
Ways and Means Committee, and every 
Member of this House should be proud 
to come to the floor and vote to sup-
port their friends, their neighbors, and 
their constituents in these very dark 
times. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 

I once again commend the great work 
and advocacy of Mr. STEUBE, Mr. 
LAMALFA, and Mr. THOMPSON. I can tell 
you they have been advocating since I 
have been chairman that this is an im-
portant piece of legislation to get 
across the finish line, and let’s hope 
that the United States Senate does the 
same thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members to 
support this bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5863, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

ROLLING STOCK PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3317) to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to remove the lifetime ex-
emption from the prohibition on pro-
curement of rolling stock from certain 
vehicle manufacturers for parties to 
executed contracts. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3317 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rolling 
Stock Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REMOVAL OF LIFETIME EXEMPTION 

FROM PROHIBITION ON PROCURE-
MENT OF ROLLING STOCK FOR PAR-
TIES TO EXECUTED CONTRACTS. 

Section 5323(u)(5) of title 49, United State 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘‘Except 
as provided in subparagraph (C) and for a 
contract or subcontract that is not described 
in subparagraph (A)’’ and inserting ‘‘Except 
as provided in subparagraph (B)’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C) by striking ‘‘Sub-
paragraph (B)’’ and inserting ‘‘Subparagraph 
(A)’’; 

(3) by striking subparagraph (A); and 
(4) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and 

(C) as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respec-
tively. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-

clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on H.R. 3317. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 3317, the Rolling Stock Protec-
tion Act. 

This bipartisan bill, introduced by 
the Subcommittee on Highways and 
Transit Chairman Rick Crawford, was 
reported favorably out of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure in May 2023. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in 
supporting this legislation. The bill 
will prevent Federal tax dollars from 
being sent to foreign State-owned en-
terprises and State-connected busi-
nesses for the purchase of rolling stock 
such as railcars and buses. 

b 1715 

Moreover, this bill will block Federal 
dollars flowing from the Federal Tran-
sit Administration to rolling stock 
manufacturers connected to the Chi-
nese Communist Party. 

In 2019, Congress enacted the Trans-
portation Infrastructure Vehicle Secu-
rity Act as a provision of the fiscal 
year 2020 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act. TIVSA prohibited public 
transportation agencies that receive 
Federal assistance from using funds to 
procure vehicles from State-owned en-
terprises. 

Passage of TIVSA was a direct re-
sponse to alarming national and eco-
nomic security concerns related to Chi-
na’s state-owned enterprise rolling 
stock manufacturers, primarily the 
China Railway Rolling Stock Corpora-
tion and Build Your Dreams, whose 
presence in the bus and railcar market 
had grown significantly. 

That legislation included a loophole 
that allowed the FTA to grant lifetime 
exemptions to four of the Nation’s 
largest transit agencies, allowing them 
to continue buying rolling stock manu-
factured by companies connected to 
and dependent on the CCP. This bill we 
are considering today will close that 
loophole. 

In doing so, H.R. 3317 will enhance 
American manufacturing opportunity 
in the rolling stock industry. It will 
help American workers and strengthen 
our domestic supply chain. H.R. 3317 
will take us another step forward in 
safeguarding America’s national secu-
rity and economic interests. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of 
this legislation which would prohibit 
all U.S. transit agencies from using 
Federal dollars on rail rolling stock 
from State-owned enterprises, or SOEs. 

As of today, the U.S. doesn’t have 
any domestic transit railcar manufac-

turers. Federal transit policies have 
been designed over the years to reflect 
that reality while still encouraging do-
mestic manufacturing wherever pos-
sible. 

While the U.S. remains, at least for 
now, dependent on global transit car 
manufacturers, we need to ensure fair 
competition among all manufacturers, 
including SOEs. 

When one entity receives government 
support for artificially low bids, if that 
is left unchecked over time, other man-
ufacturers will be driven out of busi-
ness. This would make transit cars 
more expensive in the long run and 
leave systems across the country reli-
ant upon just one manufacturer. 

Congress recognized this concern 
after four U.S. transit agencies award-
ed rolling stock contracts to an SOE 
that submitted artificially low bids. 

The 2020 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act first prohibited most U.S. 
transit agencies from using Federal 
transit funds to purchase rolling stock 
from SOEs. Transit car manufacturers 
that do not receive government sub-
sidies, including manufacturers in 
South Korea, Japan, Spain, and other 
places, were not affected by this ban. 
Congress exempted the four transit 
agencies with the initial SOE contracts 
from the ban so as not to disrupt ongo-
ing procurement. 

The legislation that we are consid-
ering here today doesn’t affect those 
initial contracts or any current options 
on those contracts, but it does prevent 
future contracts from being executed 
using Federal funds. The bill ensures 
that all U.S. transit agencies will oper-
ate under the same rules. 

I would also note that nothing in this 
legislation impacts what transit agen-
cies do with their local funding. It only 
affects funding from the Federal Gov-
ernment for transit railcars. 

As transit agencies continue to re-
ceive the record funding provided by 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, it is 
critical we ensure the market for roll-
ing stock is fair and competitive. 

Ultimately, that will yield the best 
outcome for transit agencies and will 
help them provide more reliable and ef-
fective service for their riders. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. CRAWFORD), the sponsor of 
H.R. 3317. 

Mr. CRAWFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding, and 
I rise in support of my bill H.R. 3317, 
the Rolling Stock Protection Act. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in sup-
porting this simple and direct bill. 

In May of last year, this bipartisan 
legislation was favorably reported out 
of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

My bill will close a loophole in Fed-
eral law that currently allows some of 
the country’s largest transit agencies 
that receive Federal Transit Adminis-
tration dollars to purchase rolling 
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stock, such as railcars, from State- 
owned enterprises and State-connected 
businesses, including those linked to 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be honest with 
you. I thought Congress had fixed this 
problem back in 2019 with the passage 
of the Transportation Infrastructure 
Vehicle Security Act, or TIVSA. That 
measure, which was included in the 
2020 National Defense Authorization 
Act, prohibited the purchase of rolling 
stock from State-owned enterprises by 
transit agencies receiving Federal 
funds. 

Why are we back today? We are here 
today to make it crystal clear to the 
FTA that CCP-connected companies 
are never allowed to receive taxpayer 
dollars. 

While TIVSA should have eliminated 
any future payments of American tax-
payer dollars to CCP-connected compa-
nies, like the China Railway Rolling 
Stock Corporation, the FTA’s execu-
tion of the law provided lifetime ex-
emptions to four transit agencies from 
the prohibitions on contracting with 
CCP-connected companies. 

I mentioned that the FTA granted 
lifetime exemptions to four transit 
agencies from the law’s prohibitions, 
and I think it is important that we 
know who we are talking about. The 
four agencies receiving this exemption 
from the FTA were the Southeastern 
Pennsylvania Transportation Author-
ity, or SEPTA; the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority, MBTA; the 
Chicago Transit Authority; and the 
Los Angeles County Metropolitan 
Transit Authority. 

I am pleased to report that one of 
those transit agencies, SEPTA, just an-
nounced in April that after significant 
production delays and cost overruns, it 
was exercising the right to terminate 
its contract with CRRC for cause. That 
is a positive step. 

Alternatively, another agency that 
received the lifetime exemption, the 
MBTA, recently announced that it is 
re-upping the contract with CRRC and 
adding another $148 million in rolling 
stock purchases. 

The enactment of TIVSA should have 
eliminated any possibility that transit 
agencies that receive Federal funding 
could continue using those dollars to 
pay for contracts with companies con-
nected to the CCP, but 5 years after 
TIVSA was made law, a major public 
transit agency is expanding just such a 
contract. 

That is all the more reason we are 
taking action to pass H.R. 3317 today. 
This bill will end, once and for all, the 
practice of sending Federal dollars to 
CCP-controlled rolling stock compa-
nies by eliminating these lifetime ex-
emptions. 

Chinese companies that are con-
trolled by the CCP have nearly limit-
less financial resources they can use to 
undercut domestic rolling stock manu-
facturers. It is an unfair, uncompeti-
tive playing field, and I am proud to 
put an end to it today. 

Let’s be clear. The CCP isn’t just in-
vesting in these State-owned enter-
prises to help them better compete in 
the market. The CCP is trying to take 
control of the market. The CCP wants 
to dominate this industry and drive 
American manufacturers out com-
pletely. We can’t let that happen. 

H.R. 3317 is supported by a broad 
range of organizations, including the 
Transport Workers Union, the Alliance 
for American Manufacturing, the 
Teamsters, the Railway Supply Insti-
tute, and the Rail Security Alliance. I 
thank them for their support of my 
legislation, and I hope that my col-
leagues will join me in approving the 
passage of this bill today. 

My bill will prevent the CCP from 
using the rolling stock manufacturing 
market as another tool to undermine 
our national security and our economic 
interests. 

This is simple legislation that will 
solve an important concern. H.R. 3317 
is good for American workers and will 
ensure responsible stewardship of 
American taxpayer dollars. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting my legislation. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, in closing, I 
just want to say I support this legisla-
tion and encourage my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3317, the Rolling 
Stock Protection Act, is a bipartisan 
bill that protects American workers, 
our domestic economic interests, and 
our national security. H.R. 3317 will 
stop Federal dollars from going to roll-
ing stock manufacturers backed and 
controlled by the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

The bill is a responsive and respon-
sible step that will prohibit further 
erosion of our domestic manufacturing 
sector by the CCP. 

H.R. 3317 will enhance domestic man-
ufacturing opportunities and ensure 
that United States tax dollars can no 
longer be paid to companies linked to 
foreign adversarial nations for procure-
ment of rolling stock. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge support 
of this bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3317. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FELICITAS AND GONZALO MENDEZ 
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5754) to designate the United 

States courthouse located at 350 W. 1st 
Street, Los Angeles, California, as the 
‘‘Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United 
States Courthouse’’, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5754 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION. 

The United States courthouse located at 
350 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 
shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United 
States Courthouse’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the United States court-
house referred to in section 1 shall be deemed 
to be a reference to the ‘‘Felicitas and 
Gonzalo Mendez United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the 
RECORD on H.R. 5754. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 5754, a bill to designate the 
United States courthouse located at 350 
W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, 
as the Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez 
United States Courthouse. 

Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez are re-
membered for their leadership in the 
1946 Federal court case Mendez v. West-
minster which desegregated public 
schools in California, which established 
the legal precedent for the landmark 
Brown v. Board of Education Supreme 
Court case. It is fitting that we ac-
knowledge the late couple by naming 
this courthouse in Los Angeles after 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of H.R. 
5754, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5754, which designates the Federal 
courthouse in Los Angeles, California, 
as the Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez 
United States Courthouse. 

The Mendezes were activists whose 
efforts culminated in the 1946 Federal 
court case Mendez v. Westminster 
School District of Orange County. This 
helped to end segregation in California 
schools and helped pave the way for de-
segregation efforts nationwide. 

Mrs. Mendez was born in Puerto Rico 
and moved with her family to Cali-
fornia at the age of 12. She and her 
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family encountered discrimination and 
racism in California because of their 
Puerto Rican heritage. She married 
Gonzalo Mendez, a Mexican immigrant 
who had become a naturalized U.S. cit-
izen. They had several children and op-
erated a successful agriculture business 
in southern California. 

The Mendezes attempted to enroll 
their children in a local school but 
were rejected because of their Mexican 
names and appearance. In response, the 
Mendezes bravely organized and filed a 
lawsuit against the local school dis-
trict to end the district’s practice of 
segregating Mexican schoolchildren. 

After they won the case in 1946 and 
won a subsequent appeal in 1947, the 
State of California took the further ac-
tion of enacting a law officially deseg-
regating California public schools, 
making it the first State in the coun-
try to do so. 

The law was signed by then-Governor 
Earl Warren. Seven years later, Mr. 
Warren, then Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court, wrote the opinion in 
Brown v. Board of Education in which 
the Court ruled that segregation of any 
kind in public schools is unconstitu-
tional. 

If H.R. 5754 is enacted, the Los Ange-
les Federal courthouse would be the 
first courthouse in the Nation named 
after a Latina. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly support this 
legislation and urge my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from California (Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO), who we are going to miss 
terribly when she retires from her role 
in the leadership on the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee. 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 
5754 to designate the United States 
courthouse located at 350 W. 1st Street, 
Los Angeles, California, as the 
Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United 
States Courthouse. 

I thank Representative JIMMY GOMEZ 
for introducing this important legisla-
tion. I am proud to support this court-
house renaming bill as it recognizes 
the critical role that Felicitas and 
Gonzalo Mendez served in the fight for 
civil rights in the United States. 

Their resolve to fight for equality in 
the landmark case Mendez v. West-
minster, along with four other families 
from Orange County, California, would 
not only end segregation in California 
schools but also lay the groundwork 
for Brown v. Board of Education in 
1954. 

In September of last year, I stood 
alongside Sylvia Mendez, daughter of 
Felicitas and Gonzalo, as Representa-
tive GOMEZ marked the introduction of 
his bill. 

b 1730 
Sylvia, a dedicated civil rights activ-

ist, travels the country to ensure the 
legacies of her parents and the four 
other families are not forgotten. 

I am proud to have worked with my 
L.A. area colleagues in 2011, especially 

former Representative Lucille Roybal- 
Allard, in advocating for the construc-
tion of this much-needed courthouse in 
downtown Los Angeles. 

The Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez 
U.S. Courthouse will serve as a re-
minder of the contributions of Latino 
Americans to this country, and I hope 
my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support H.R. 5754. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no more speakers, I am prepared to 
close, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GOMEZ), who is the sponsor 
of this legislation. 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative TITUS for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
bill to name the Los Angeles U.S. 
Courthouse in my district after two in-
dividuals whose courage bent the arc of 
history toward justice, Felicitas and 
Gonzalo Mendez. 

The Mendez family, alongside the Ra-
mirez, Estrada, Guzman, and Palomino 
families, challenged segregationist 
policies that prevented their children 
from getting the same quality edu-
cation as their White peers, and they 
won. 

Their efforts resulted in the land-
mark 1946 case of Mendez v. West-
minster School District, which led to 
the desegregation of California schools 
and set the stage for Brown v. Board of 
Education, the monumental Supreme 
Court decision that stated: separate 
but equal is inherently unequal. 

I introduced this bill alongside Syl-
via Mendez, the daughter of Felicitas 
and Gonzalo Mendez, who, as a child, 
set in motion this desegregation case. 

Sylvia was awarded the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom in 2011 by President 
Obama and is the subject of this chil-
dren’s book, ‘‘Separate is Never 
Equal,’’ which I brought as a reminder 
of what this means for our children. 

This courthouse will be a reminder 
that history and law are not just 
shaped by judges, they are molded by 
people who have the courage to chal-
lenge unjust laws and make our coun-
try better. 

The NAACP, ACLU, and Japanese 
American Citizens League sent amicus 
briefs in this case, showing that our 
struggles are distinct, but our battle to 
form a more perfect union is one and 
the same. 

In fact, Thurgood Marshall wrote the 
NAACP’s brief, and just years later 
used similar reasoning before the Su-
preme Court in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
letters from the NAACP, Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass, and 21 Latino civil 
rights organizations and advocacy 
groups in favor of this legislation. 

NAACP, 
November 3, 2023. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, House Transportation & Infrastruc-

ture Committee. 
Hon. RICK LARSEN, 
Ranking Member, House Transportation & In-

frastructure Committee. 
DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, LEADER JEFFRIES, 

CHAIRMAN GRAVES, AND RANKING MEMBER 
LARSEN: I am writing to express strong sup-
port for H.R. 5754, introduced by Congress-
man JIMMY GOMEZ, which would name the 
Los Angeles U.S. Courthouse at 350 W. 1st 
Street in honor of Felicitas and Gonzalo 
Mendez. Their activism, along with four 
other families, culminated in the landmark 
1946 case Mendez et al v. Westminster et al 
that led to the end of segregation in Cali-
fornia schools and paved the way for Brown 
v. Board of Education. 

The NAACP’s connection to this case and 
the Mendez, Guzman, Palomino, Estrada, 
and Ramirez families dates back to 1946. 
During the original case, the NAACP sent an 
amicus curiae brief in support of the families 
and argued that school segregation was in-
herently unjust and unconstitutional. As 
Thurgood Marshall, Robert L. Carter, and 
Loren Miller wrote in that brief: 

‘‘Our Democracy . . . can only function 
when all of its citizens, whether of a domi-
nant or of a minority group, are allowed to 
enjoy the privileges and benefits inherent in 
our Constitution. Moreover, they must enjoy 
these benefits together as free people with-
out regard to race or color. It is clear, there-
fore, that segregation in our public schools 
must be invalidated as violative of the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States.’’ 

The NAACP takes pride in our contribu-
tion to this historic case, which directly in-
fluenced Governor Earl Warren to sign a 1947 
law repealing public school segregation stat-
utes in California. Just seven years later, 
Warren, now Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court, authored the unanimous opinion in 
Brown v. Board of Education. This landmark 
decision, influenced by Thurgood Marshall’s 
compelling oral arguments as NAACP chief 
counsel, ended school segregation across the 
country. 

Nearly 80 years later, we stand by our 
words and advocacy in the Mendez v. West-
minster case and the advocacy of the fami-
lies who fought for equal protection under 
the law for all children. Today, we honor 
their legacy in supporting this bill. We 
strongly believe the Felicitas and Gonzalo 
Mendez United States Courthouse will be an 
enduring testament to the movement for 
civil rights for all. 

We urge you to pass this bill swiftly to en-
sure the lasting and historic impacts of the 
Mendez v. Westminster case—and the fami-
lies who fought for equal rights—are perma-
nently and publicly commemorated to in-
spire all Americans for generations to come. 

Sincerely, 
DERRICK JOHNSON, 

President and CEO. 

CITY OF LOS ANGELES, 
December 14, 2023. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Democratic Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, House Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Washington, DC. 
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Hon. RICK LARSEN, 
Ranking Member, House Committee on Trans-

portation and Infrastructure, Washington, 
DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON, LEADER JEFFRIES, 
CHAIRMAN GRAVES, AND RANKING MEMBER 
LARSEN: I write to express support for H.R. 
5754, introduced by Representative Jimmy 
Gomez, which would name the Los Angeles 
U.S. Courthouse at 350 W. 1st Street in honor 
of Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez. Their ac-
tivism, along with four other families, cul-
minated in the landmark 1946 case Mendez et 
al v. Westminster et al that led to the end of 
segregation in California schools and paved 
the way for Brown v. Board of Education. 

The powerful story of the Mendez, Guzman, 
Palomino, Estrada, and Ramirez families, 
which culminated in a successful suit 
against discriminatory school segregation 
practices in California, holds significance for 
the state of civil rights and freedom in our 
Los Angeles region today. This historic case 
directly influenced Governor Earl Warren to 
sign a 1947 law repealing public school seg-
regation statutes in California. Just seven 
years later, Warren, by then Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, au-
thored the unanimous opinion in Brown v. 
Board of Education. This landmark decision 
was influenced by Thurgood Marshall’s com-
pelling oral arguments as NAACP chief coun-
sel and ultimately ended school segregation 
across the country. 

As a longtime public servant deeply com-
mitted to the progress of our city, our state, 
and our country, I understand just how im-
portant it is for every student to have equi-
table access to education and other public 
resources. Honoring the legacy of the Mendez 
family would be an enduring testament to 
the maxim ‘‘separate is never equal’’ and the 
movement for civil rights for all. 

I urge you to pass this bill swiftly to en-
sure the lasting and historic impacts of the 
Mendez v. Westminster case—and the fami-
lies who fought for equal rights—are perma-
nently and publicly commemorated to in-
spire all Americans for generations to come. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
KAREN BASS, 

Mayor. 

SEPTEMBER 27, 2023. 
Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker, House of Representatives. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, House Transportation & Infrastruc-

ture Committee. 
Hon. RICK LARSEN, 
Ranking Member, House Transportation & In-

frastructure Committee. 
DEAR SPEAKER MCCARTHY, LEADER 

JEFFRIES, CHAIRMAN GRAVES, AND RANKING 
MEMBER LARSEN: We, the below signed 
Latino civil rights and advocacy organiza-
tions, write to express our strong support of 
Congressman Jimmy Gomez’s legislation 
that would designate the Los Angeles U.S. 
Courthouse at 350 W. 1st Street in honor of 
Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez. The Mendez’s 
advocacy led to the landmark 1946 case that 
ended segregation in California schools and 
paved the way for the U.S. Supreme Court’s 
decision in Brown v. Board of Education. Fit-
tingly, the courthouse sits just blocks from 
where the historic Mendez case was origi-
nally decided. The Mendez family, including 
Felicitas and Gonzalo’s children, Sylvia, 
Gonzalo Jr., and Jerome, also strongly sup-
port the renaming of the courthouse to the 
Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United States 
Courthouse. 

Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez advanced 
civil rights for all by mobilizing parents in 

their community to push for an end to seg-
regation in California schools after their 
daughter Sylvia and her brothers were re-
jected from attending a whites-only school 
because of their Mexican appearance and an-
cestry. In 1946, the Mendez family’s efforts 
led to the landmark decision in Mendez, et al 
vs. Westminster School District of Orange 
County, et al, steering California to enact 
legislation that made it the first state to of-
ficially desegregate its public schools. The 
NAACP Legal Defense Fund (LDF), led by 
Thurgood Marshall at the time, had been de-
veloping a legal strategy to end school seg-
regation and wrote an amicus brief in sup-
port of Mendez. Some of the arguments LDF 
made in Mendez were similar to those that 
were later made in the landmark Brown vs. 
Board of Education decision seven years 
later ending school segregation nationwide. 

Our public institutions should reflect the 
rich diversity that represents the history 
and strength of our nation. However, of the 
200+ named United States courthouses across 
the country, only 20 are named for people of 
color and 6 are named in honor of a woman. 
The Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United 
States Courthouse would be the first federal 
building to be named for a Latina and only 
the eighth commemorating Hispanic Ameri-
cans. Given its location in the county with 
the largest Latino population in the United 
States, the commemoration of the advocacy 
of Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez—who were 
of Puerto Rican and Mexican heritage, re-
spectively—by renaming the courthouse hon-
ors both the diversity of its population and 
the critical progress for civil rights. 

During National Hispanic Heritage Month, 
we highlight and celebrate the centuries of 
Latino contributions to the United States. It 
is also an opportunity to acknowledge and 
lift up Latinos’ stories to who we are as a 
people and nation. The history of the deseg-
regation of schools in California and 
throughout the Southwest is a significant 
part of the mostly unsung history of our 
community in this nation and needs to be 
better known among our fellow Americans. 
In short, Latino’ stories are American sto-
ries, and they need to be told. 

We urge you to pass this bill expeditiously 
so that the lasting and historic impacts of 
the Mendez family and the Mendez v. West-
minster case are permanently and publicly 
commemorated to inspire Angelenos and all 
Americans for generations to come. 

Sincerely, 
Association of Latino Administrators and 

Superintendents (ALAS), Esperanza United 
(formerly Casa de Esperanza: National 
Latin@ Network), GreenLatinos, Hispanic 
Association of Colleges and Universities 
(HACU), Hispanic Federation, Hispanic Na-
tional Bar Association, IDRA, Labor Council 
for Latin American Advancement, 
LatinoJustice PRLDEF, Latinos for Edu-
cation. 

League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC), MANA, A National Latina Organi-
zation, Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (MALDEF), Migrant Legal 
Action Program, National Hispanic Media 
Coalition, National Hispanic Medical Asso-
ciation, National Latinx Psychological Asso-
ciation, National Migrant and Seasonal Head 
Start Association, SER National, The Na-
tional HEP/CAMP Association, UnidosUS. 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, for all 
Americans to feel part of our American 
story, they need to see themselves re-
flected in the buildings and monuments 
that commemorate our history. 

The Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez 
Courthouse will be the first courthouse 
named after a Latina out of over 200 
named Federal courthouses. 

I thank the over 60 cosponsors, in-
cluding Members from both sides of the 
aisle, along with the overwhelming 
support of the California delegation 
and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Senate to 
pass this legislation swiftly to send a 
clear sign about what we stand for as a 
Nation. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time, and I am 
prepared to close. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I strongly 
support this historic legislation, I urge 
my colleagues to do the same, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, I join in supporting this bill 
recognizing the legacy of Felicitas and 
Gonzalo Mendez by naming a United 
States courthouse in Los Angeles after 
them. This is an historic and appro-
priate recognition, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5754, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

THINK DIFFERENTLY 
TRANSPORTATION ACT 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6248) to require Amtrak to report 
to Congress information on Amtrak 
compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 with respect to 
trains and stations, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6248 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Think Dif-
ferently Transportation Act’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON AMTRAK ADA COMPLIANCE. 

Section 24315(b) of title 49, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (C) by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(D) shall include an action plan for bringing 

Amtrak rail cars and Amtrak-served stations 
that are not in compliance with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et 
seq.) into compliance with such Act as required 
by the settlement agreement entered into in 2020 
between Amtrak and the Department of Justice; 
and 

‘‘(E) shall include a status report on— 
‘‘(i) Amtrak-served stations for which Amtrak 

is solely responsible for compliance with such 
Act based on a station assessment carried out by 
Amtrak, including a timeline for any required 
compliance with such Act, as required by the 
settlement agreement; 
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‘‘(ii) Amtrak-served stations for which Amtrak 

has a shared responsibility for compliance with 
such Act based on a station assessment carried 
out by Amtrak, including a timeline for any re-
quired compliance with such Act for the por-
tions of the station for which Amtrak is the re-
sponsible party consistent with the terms of the 
settlement agreement, identifying who is respon-
sible for compliance (and the status of the com-
pliance of each responsible party with such Act) 
for such portions and the timeline for compli-
ance in cases in which Amtrak is not the re-
sponsible party; and 

‘‘(iii) the status of compliance with such Act 
for all Amtrak-served stations for which Amtrak 
is not the responsible party, nor is responsible 
for a portion of the station, and the entity or 
entities that have responsibility for compliance 
with such Act, based on a station assessment 
carried out by Amtrak or the party responsible 
under such Act.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) In this subsection, the term ‘station as-

sessment’ means a review of all components of a 
station including the building, platform, path to 
train, and parking areas, as required by the Ac-
cess Board on the date of enactment of the 
Think Differently Transportation Act.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members have 
5 legislative days in which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material into the RECORD 
on H.R. 6248. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I am proud to see my 

bill, the Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act, come to the House floor. 

This is yet another item to pass the 
House that builds off the work that we 
began when I was county executive in 
New York State, in Dutchess County, 
New York, the ThinkDIFFERENTLY 
initiative. 

ThinkDIFFERENTLY is a call to ac-
tion to break down barriers and create 
opportunities for those living with in-
tellectual, physical, and developmental 
disabilities. 

The Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act does just that. The bill re-
quires that Amtrak submit to Congress 
and the President an annual report 
with an expected timeline for bringing 
Amtrak trains and stations into com-
pliance with the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

Amtrak stations and trains should be 
fully accessible for all Americans of 
every ability and fully compliant with 
Federal law. 

The ADA was passed in 1990 and es-
tablished a 20-year timeframe for inter-
city rail stations to be accessible to 
those with disabilities. As of July 2023, 
sadly, Amtrak has only brought 30 per-
cent of the 385 stations it is responsible 
for into ADA compliance. This is sim-

ply unacceptable and creates far too 
many barriers for every person of every 
ability, making this bill necessary. 

The Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act is a strong bipartisan bill 
that allows Congress to have appro-
priate oversight of Amtrak to ensure it 
complies with its obligations under the 
law. 

The bill is an important step forward 
that Congress can take to address ac-
cessibility barriers to travel by rail. 

I also wish to take this time to ac-
knowledge the original co-lead of this 
bill, the late Congressman Don Payne, 
Jr., who, as we know, passed away last 
month. It was an immense pleasure to 
work with him, and I would like to 
think that the passage of this bill 
would act as some small honor to him 
and his legacy to helping individuals 
with disabilities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 
the Think Differently Transportation 
Act. It is a bipartisan bill that will ad-
vance accessibility on Amtrak serv-
ices. I am sure my words will not be as 
eloquent as those of Mr. Payne had he 
been here to speak on this bill himself. 

Amtrak received $22 billion in the bi-
partisan infrastructure law to buy new 
equipment, invest in station accessi-
bility, and make improvements in the 
backlog of capital projects and oper-
ating needs. 

Congress set specific directions for 
how Amtrak can use its BIL funds. 

With regard to station accessibility, 
the BIL states that Amtrak funds are 
to be used to make all the stations Am-
trak serves accessible. 

The bill we are considering today 
would require Amtrak to report annu-
ally to Congress on accessibility sta-
tus, improvements, and plans at the 
more than 500 stations Amtrak serves, 
not just the ones where it has the re-
sponsibility to make accessibility a 
priority under the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act. 

Thanks to the BIL, Amtrak is invest-
ing in new equipment and new stations. 
We need assurances that these invest-
ments will take into account people 
with disabilities, as required by the 
ADA. This bill helps to do just that. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to support the Think Differently 
Transportation Act and to think dif-
ferently about transportation so it is 
more accessible. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like 
to say, again, that I support this bill, 
and I thank the sponsors of it. I wish 
Mr. Payne were here to see it pass, and 
I encourage my colleagues to vote in 
favor. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague across the aisle for 
her leadership. I too wish Representa-
tive Payne, for many reasons, would 

still be here to at least celebrate this 
important next step. 

There are far too many barriers in 
the lives of those living with intellec-
tual, physical, and developmental dis-
abilities. They shoulder a 70 percent 
unemployment rate. Access to trans-
portation and the ability to move 
around, as every American would hope 
to, creates such enormous barriers to 
opportunities. 

This Think Differently Transpor-
tation Act will help to ensure that Am-
trak follows the basic expectation that 
the ADA sets into law, through regular 
reporting to both Congress and the 
President on Amtrak’s progress, or 
lack thereof, toward ADA compliance 
for its trains and stations and all those 
they serve. 

This bill represents an important 
step toward improving Amtrak’s serv-
ice for customers of every ability. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6248, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JAMES R. DOMINGUEZ MEMORIAL 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5799) to designate the checkpoint 
of the United States Border Patrol lo-
cated on United States Highway 90 
West in Uvalde County, Texas, as the 
‘‘James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5799 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘James R. 
Dominguez Memorial Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) A native of San Antonio, Texas, Border 

Patrol Agent James R. Dominguez— 
(A) proudly and honorably served his coun-

try as an agent of the U.S. Border Patrol for 
more than 12 years; 

(B) began his service with the U.S. Border 
Patrol in 2000; and 

(C) graduated as part of the 434th session of 
the Border Patrol Academy. 

(2) Agent Dominguez served at the Uvalde 
Station in the Del Rio Sector. 

(3) On July 19, 2012, Agent Dominguez 
stopped to clear debris from the roadway 
that posed risks to road and community 
safety along Highway 90 near Cline, Texas. 
While on scene, Agent Dominguez was struck 
and killed by a passing vehicle. 

(4) Agent Dominguez is survived by his 
wife and 4 children. 
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SEC. 3. DESIGNATION. 

The checkpoint of the United States Bor-
der Patrol located on United States Highway 
90 West in Uvalde County, Texas, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘James R. 
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint’’. 
SEC. 4. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the checkpoint described in 
section 3 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and the gen-
tlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that Members have 
5 legislative days in which to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material into the RECORD 
on H.R. 5799. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 5799, a bill that honors the serv-
ice and sacrifice of Border Patrol 
Agent James R. Dominguez by naming 
the United States Border Patrol check-
point in Uvalde County, Texas, after 
him. 

Border Patrol Agent Dominguez 
served our country for more than 12 
years. On July 19, 2012, Agent 
Dominguez stopped to clear debris out 
of the roadway when he was tragically 
struck and killed by a passing car. 

It is fitting that we honor Agent 
Dominguez by naming this Border Pa-
trol checkpoint after him. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of H.R. 
5799, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5799, a bill to designate the checkpoint 
of the U.S. Border Patrol located on 
United States Highway 90 West in 
Uvalde County, Texas, naming it the 
James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint, and I thank Mr. GONZALES 
for bringing the bill. 

In 2012, 41-year-old United States 
Border Patrol Agent James R. 
Dominguez was struck and killed by a 
vehicle while assisting a disabled mo-
torist on U.S. 90 near Cline, Texas. 

Agent Dominguez had served with 
the U.S. Border Patrol for 12 years. He 
is survived by his wife and four chil-
dren. Agent Dominguez’ brother and fa-
ther were also members of the Border 
Patrol. 

I support this legislation to rename 
the Border Patrol checkpoint located 
on U.S. Highway 90 West in Uvalde 
County, Texas, as the James R. 
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all my colleagues 
to do the same, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
5 minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. TONY GONZALES), who is the spon-
sor of the bill. 

Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in support of my 
bill, H.R. 5799, the James R. Dominguez 
Memorial Act. I thank this Chamber 
for bringing this bill to the floor for a 
vote today. 

I have the privilege of serving Texas 
23 and the people of Uvalde. I was in 
Uvalde yesterday. It has been a tough 
couple of years for us in the district. 

Just outside of Uvalde is a check-
point called the Uvalde Checkpoint 
Station. Very soon that checkpoint 
will be known as the James R. 
Dominguez Checkpoint. 

When I met with Border Patrol 
agents that day, it was nothing but 
smiles, whether they had been in for 2 
years or they had been in for 30 years, 
like Agent Moreno, it was all smiles. 
They were smiling because they knew 
that they weren’t going to be forgot-
ten, whether they passed away during 
service over 12 years ago, they were not 
going to be forgotten. Their families 
weren’t going to be forgotten. 

In 2012, Border Patrol Agent James 
Dominguez tragically passed away in 
the line of duty when he was struck by 
a vehicle along Highway 90 in Texas. 

Agent Dominguez was a loving fa-
ther, a husband, a friend to all that 
knew him, and a strong man of faith. 
He dedicated 12 years of his life as a 
Border Patrol agent, the last serving in 
the Uvalde station in the Del Rio sec-
tor. 

Today is a special day for this Cham-
ber. We will move forward tonight on 
legislation that will honor the memory 
of Border Patrol Agent James 
Dominguez by renaming the check-
point in Uvalde in his honor. 

I am proud to work very closely with 
Chief Owens and his wife, Cassy Garcia, 
as well as the family members of Agent 
Dominguez, his brothers and sisters, 
his widow, to rename this Uvalde sta-
tion and make this memorial possible. 

Agent James Dominguez’ legacy will 
live on for generations to come, and his 
service will never be forgotten. 

b 1745 
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to support this legislation, as I 
said, and I encourage my colleagues to 
do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
support of this bill to honor the service 
and sacrifice of U.S. Border Patrol 
Agent James R. Dominguez by desig-
nating the United States Border Patrol 
checkpoint in Uvalde County, Texas, as 
the James R. Dominguez Border Patrol 
Checkpoint. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague, 
Representative GONZALES, for his advo-
cacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 

the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5799. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 45 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CISCOMANI) at 6 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Motions to suspend the rules and 
pass: 

H.R. 5863; and 
H.R. 3019. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF 
ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 5863) to provide tax relief 
with respect to certain Federal disas-
ters, as amended, on which the yeas 
and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 
SMITH) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 382, nays 7, 
not voting 40, as follows: 

[Roll No. 219] 

YEAS—382 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 

Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 

Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Bucshon 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:59 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21MY7.025 H21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3388 May 21, 2024 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 

Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 

McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Stauber 

Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 

Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—7 

Biggs 
Brecheen 
Foxx 

Good (VA) 
Lesko 
Perry 

Rosendale 

NOT VOTING—40 

Armstrong 
Bishop (NC) 
Blumenauer 
Buchanan 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Donalds 
Evans 
Gallego 
Granger 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Huizenga 
Hunt 

Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kuster 
Lee (NV) 
Loudermilk 
Magaziner 
Massie 
McHenry 
Meng 
Mooney 
Moore (WI) 
Murphy 
Pelosi 

Quigley 
Roy 
Ruppersberger 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Stansbury 
Strong 
Trone 
Van Drew 
Velázquez 
Wilson (FL) 
Wittman 

b 1857 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. DONALDS. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 219. 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 219, H.R. 5863. 

Mr. VAN DREW. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 219. 

f 

FEDERAL PRISON OVERSIGHT ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3019) to establish an inspec-
tions regime for the Bureau of Prisons, 
and for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from South Carolina 
(Ms. MACE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 392, nays 2, 
not voting 35, as follows: 

[Roll No. 220] 

YEAS—392 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 

Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 

Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 

Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NC) 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Brownley 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Ezell 

Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 

Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
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Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Stauber 

Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 

Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—2 

Gosar Rosendale 

NOT VOTING—35 

Armstrong 
Blumenauer 
Buchanan 
Courtney 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Evans 
Gallego 
Granger 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Huizenga 

Hunt 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kuster 
Lee (NV) 
Loudermilk 
Magaziner 
Massie 
McHenry 
Meng 
Mooney 

Moore (WI) 
Murphy 
Pelosi 
Quigley 
Salazar 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Stansbury 
Velázquez 
Wilson (FL) 
Wittman 

b 1905 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote today on H.R. 5863, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ Had I been present 
for the vote on H.R. 3019, I would have voted 
‘‘yea.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, my votes 
were not recorded today. Had they been re-
corded, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call 
No. 219 and YEA on Roll Call No. 220. 

f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO USE 
MEDICAL ASSISTIVE COMMU-
NICATION DEVICE DURING THE 
118TH CONGRESS 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that notwithstanding 
rule XVII, during the 118th Congress, 
Representative WEXTON of Virginia be 
permitted to use a medical assistive 
communication device on the floor of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LALOTA). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Wis-
consin? 

There was no objection. 

AUTHORIZING THE USE OF EMAN-
CIPATION HALL IN THE CAPITOL 
VISITOR CENTER FOR AN EVENT 
TO CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY 
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA I 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the concurrent resolution (S. 
Con. Res. 36) authorizing the use of 
Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center for an event to celebrate 
the birthday of King Kamehameha I 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the concurrent resolution 

is as follows: 
S. CON. RES. 36 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), 
SECTION 1. USE OF EMANCIPATION HALL FOR 

EVENT TO CELEBRATE BIRTHDAY 
OF KING KAMEHAMEHA I. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Emancipation Hall in 
the Capitol Visitor Center is authorized to be 
used on June 16, 2024, for an event to cele-
brate the birthday of King Kamehameha I. 

(b) PREPARATIONS.—Physical preparations 
for the conduct of the event described in sub-
section (a) shall be carried out in accordance 
with such conditions as may be prescribed by 
the Architect of the Capitol. 

The concurrent resolution was con-
curred in. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LAYING ON THE TABLE HOUSE 
RESOLUTION 961 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that H. Res. 961 be laid 
on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin? 

There was no objection. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE SAINT AN-
THONY’S HIGH SCHOOL LA-
CROSSE TEAM 

(Mr. D’ESPOSITO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, as a 
Chaminade High School graduate, I ex-
tend congratulations to our rivals, 
Saint Anthony’s High School, for their 
recent 12–6 lacrosse victory over 
Chaminade. 

Despite the outcome not favoring my 
alma mater, I commend the Friars for 
their skill, dedication, and sportsman-
ship. 

In the spirit of fair play, I gracefully 
accept defeat in my wager with fellow 
Long Islander Congressman NICK 
LALOTA, a Saint Anthony’s alumnus. 

The Friars’ undeniable prowess on 
the field reflects their hard work and 
commitment, both in athletics and be-
yond. 

Long Islanders are well acquainted 
with the intense rivalry between 
Chaminade and Saint Anthony’s, par-
ticularly in lacrosse, where both teams 
consistently rank among the Nation’s 
best. 

Congratulations again to Saint An-
thony’s Friars, their coaches, and sup-
porters on their impressive win. May 
this victory inspire future competi-
tions filled with sportsmanship and ca-
maraderie. 

Go Friars. 
f 

REMEMBERING GEORGE FLOYD 

(Ms. OMAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in an-
guish on behalf of George Floyd and his 
family, on behalf of Minneapolis, and 
on behalf of everyone who has been im-
pacted by police brutality. 

It has been 4 years since George was 
brutally murdered in front of the whole 
world. We have been fighting every day 
since then to pass meaningful criminal 
justice reform. 

What we are fighting for is a dig-
nified life. What we are fighting for is 
equal access to exist as ourselves. What 
we are fighting for is to undo 400 years 
of being brutalized, victimized, 
surveilled, enslaved, imprisoned, and 
having the life choked out of us in the 
cities we call home. 

We will continue to fight for change 
until we achieve a better future, the fu-
ture that George deserved. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting the George Floyd 
Justice in Policing Act. 

f 

HONORING COLONEL RICHARD 
JULIAN 

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor my dear friend Colonel Rich-
ard Julian. Colonel Julian enlisted in 
the Tennessee Air National Guard in 
1965 and attended basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Anto-
nio, Texas, before moving to Keesler 
Air Force Base to complete technical 
training. 

Once he completed his initial train-
ing, he returned to the 134th Air Re-
fueling Unit. He served as a traditional 
guardsman and was offered a chance to 
become full time. He eventually moved 
up the enlisted ranks to become a sen-
ior master sergeant, and in 1981, he was 
offered the chance for direct appoint-
ment as a captain in the Tennessee Air 
National Guard. 

He was named director of personnel 
for the 134th Air Refueling Wing. 
Later, he was promoted to the rank of 
colonel and was assigned as the Sup-
port Group Commander when he re-
tired in 2004. He served over 38 years in 
the Air National Guard and deployed in 
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support of countless operations and ex-
ercises. 

After he retired from the Air Na-
tional Guard, Colonel Julian worked 
for Knox County as director of human 
resources and then the Blount County 
Highway Department until the day he 
passed away on May 1, 2024. 

Our country’s heroes are the men and 
women of our armed services and 
Armed Forces, Mr. Speaker. It is my 
honor to recognize my dear friend, who 
I miss very much, Colonel Richard 
Clapp Julian, as Tennessee’s Second 
Congressional District’s May 2024 Vet-
eran of the Month. 

We will miss him dearly, and I thank 
him for always being my friend. 

f 

DOMESTIC ENERGY INDEPEND-
ENCE BEGINS IN NORTH-
WESTERN OHIO 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
applaud a convening that took place 
yesterday at the Toledo-Lucas County 
Public Library in northwestern Ohio. 

We gathered community leaders from 
across our region with representatives 
from the Departments of Energy and 
Treasury, local organizations, busi-
nesses, and municipalities and focused 
on ways our enterprising region can 
think big. 

The Inflation Reduction Act, which 
passed Congress in 2022, is paying huge 
dividends. IRA tax incentives and re-
lated infrastructure support, especially 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, are 
helping to achieve private and public 
sector cooperation and investment to 
fix our roads, produce more affordable 
energy, and improve old water and 
wastewater systems across our vast re-
gion. 

Domestic energy independence begins 
right here in northwestern Ohio. When 
we think big, together we can trans-
form our local economy, attract major 
investments from industry and agri-
culture, and create good-paying, union 
jobs. 

I thank all those who visited our re-
gion. We are prepared for a modernized 
future. We want to use all the tools 
this Congress passed to help to make 
America sustainable. We begin that 
right in northwestern Ohio. Congratu-
lations and onward to all. 

f 

b 1915 

BIDENFLATION COSTS FAMILIES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee reported that since 
Biden, the average family has seen a 21 
percent increase in prices, resulting in 
$22,000 in costs: $2,500 more in food, 

$4,500 more on housing, $3,400 more in 
energy, and $7,500 more on transpor-
tation. 

Corrupt Judge Merchan continues his 
shameful unprofessionalism to reveal 
all Americans can be targets of judicial 
abuse while his blatant bigotry is re- 
electing Trump. 

Yesterday, my son, the South Caro-
lina Attorney General, hand-delivered 
to the judge an invitation for the judge 
to be my guest at the Trump inaugura-
tion. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years, as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. We do not 
need new border laws. We need to en-
force existing laws. Biden shamefully 
opens the borders for more dictators as 
more 9/11 attacks across America are 
imminent, as repeatedly warned by the 
FBI. 

We are grateful for the life of Gayle 
Averyt. 

f 

GASTON 75TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in honor of the town of 
Gaston, North Carolina, celebrating its 
75th anniversary. 

As the song ‘‘Celebration’’ played in 
the background, I joined Mayor Debo-
rah Lee James, members of the town 
council, and residents from across the 
town to celebrate this amazing mile-
stone. 

There was a parade, maypole wrap-
ping, a drum line, and many fun activi-
ties. Town officials also cut the ribbon 
on the Dwight Hall Ballpark, dem-
onstrating their commitment to its fu-
ture. 

Celebrating Gaston’s rich history and 
seeing the beauty of eastern North 
Carolina was wonderful. 

I am looking forward to celebrating 
many, many, many more years of this 
great town. 

Happy 75th anniversary, Gaston, G– 
75. 

f 

HONORING MACKENZIE CONNELL 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mackenzie 
Connell for being recognized as one of 
the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s top 
15 high school girl golfers in the State 
of Georgia. 

Mackenzie joins a very elite class of 
young women golfers. This selection 
process is highly competitive and in-
cludes every young woman in the Geor-
gia High School Association. 

Since joining the Pierce County High 
School girls’ golf team, Mackenzie has 
won many prestigious honors. A few of 

these include being named the 2023 
GHSA AA Player of the Year, the 2024 
GHSA AA Area 1 Low Medalist, and a 
two-time 912 Sports Magazine Player of 
the Year. 

In both 2022 and 2023, the Pierce 
County girls’ golf team won back-to- 
back State championships. Mackenzie 
was an integral player on both teams. 
During the 2023 State Championship 
Golf Tournament, she was named the 
GHSA State Low Medalist where she 
shot a tournament low of 73. 

Outside of golf, Mackenzie is recog-
nized as one of the top performing stu-
dents in her class. She boasts a stellar 
GPA and is involved in a whole host of 
extracurricular activities. 

Congratulations to Mackenzie. I look 
forward to seeing all that she will ac-
complish in the future as she continues 
to make our district proud. 

f 

SAFE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
(Mr. KILEY asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
urge passage of the Ensuring Safe and 
Ethical AI Development Through 
SAFE AI Research Grants Act. This is 
bipartisan legislation that I have intro-
duced. 

Just recently, the company OpenAI 
unveiled the latest chat bot model 
which had some truly amazing new fea-
tures. Yet shortly after that, there was 
an exodus of employees from the com-
pany devoted to safety with one of 
them even saying that this part of the 
company is not receiving the compute 
that it needs to. 

Now, I don’t know if that is true, and 
I don’t know the particulars of what is 
going on in that company, but it does 
underscore the fact that we cannot rely 
or assume that companies are devoting 
the attention to safety issues that they 
should. 

I do think there is a role for the Fed-
eral Government to catalyze cutting- 
edge AI safety research. That is what 
my legislation does, and I think it is of 
the highest urgency that Congress as-
sure that as we look ahead to the lim-
itless potential benefits of AI, that we 
do whatever we can to understand the 
risks and take the steps that we need 
to mitigate them. 

f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

D’ESPOSITO). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to address the House and 
talk about four issues that, per usual, I 
think have not been adequately cov-
ered by our mainstream press corps. 

The first issue I would like to deal 
with is their treatment in their public 
statements by the University of Wis-
consin-Milwaukee, which is the second 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:59 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K21MY7.058 H21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3391 May 21, 2024 
biggest university in the State of Wis-
consin, towards what is going on in 
Israel. 

They, I think in part because of some 
Palestinian sympathizers who set up 
tents on their campus, felt compelled 
to make an issue on what American 
foreign policy or at least UWM’s for-
eign policy is. 

To my great concern and great em-
barrassment, they have decided to, in 
their statement, condemn Israel. Also, 
in addition, to condemning Israel, they 
called on Israel to begin a cease-fire in 
the Middle East. 

If you read their statement, Mr. 
Speaker, it is apparent that there is 
some equivalence between Israel and 
what could be called Palestine, or even 
treating Palestine in a superior posi-
tion there. This is completely unac-
ceptable, and it is, sadly, something 
that is seen too much on university 
campuses. 

The thing that makes this uniquely 
horrible is it is coming from the ad-
ministration. It is bad enough if run-of- 
the-mill faculty members of univer-
sities around the country can’t figure 
out the obvious difference between 
right and wrong here. It is particularly 
disturbing that the administration 
itself has a problem distinguishing 
that. 

Israel was attacked, and over 1,000 
people were killed in the most blood-
thirsty and callous way possible. Israel 
responded to this declaration of war by 
trying to, as carefully as possible, get 
rid of the Hamas fighters who had tried 
to destroy them and recapture hos-
tages that at least are claimed to be 
hidden probably in tunnels beneath the 
Gaza community. 

There is a huge difference between 
the countries. Israel is a modern West-
ern, humane country. It is a country 
with lots of mosques that has a very di-
verse population. Mr. Speaker, you will 
notice when the over 1,000 people were 
murdered and taken hostage, people 
from Thailand and the Phillipines were 
in Israel. They are trying to get people 
from Ecuador in Israel. People are 
coming from all around the globe for 
an opportunity to work in Israel. 

Meanwhile, Gaza, like too many, 
sadly, Third World countries, is a cor-
rupt state in which, despite receiving 
billions of dollars from foreign coun-
tries, primarily in Europe, is still 
stuck in the muck. It is a country that 
has no synagogues in it. There is not 
the appreciation for freedom of religion 
in Gaza like there is in Israel. 

The people who run Gaza have been 
corrupt. The leaders have sometimes 
been in Qatar and sometimes been in 
Turkiye. The ancestors of Yasser 
Arafat, who ran Palestine during much 
of my life, wound up in Paris. The peo-
ple who get the money here don’t even 
stay in Gaza. It is a country, by the 
way, that would be well-run and would 
be prosperous. It is located on the Med-
iterranean Sea. It was formerly a place 
where people came to recreate and was 
a tourist spot. It was a place that used 

to have greenhouses that were left be-
hind by the Jews when they had to go 
back to Israel and were destroyed by 
the people in Palestine. 

In any event, we have to weigh in as 
a country and wake up as far as what 
is going on in our universities. 

Why do we have universities? 
Some of the American public will 

overwhelmingly figure out whom they 
should have sympathy for. Nonethe-
less, in the University of Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee, the administration clearly 
had more sympathy with Hamas than 
they did with Israel, which is some-
thing of great concern. 

Another thing of great concern is 
when they had to deal with the appar-
ent crisis of having tents in their uni-
versity, they felt compelled to nego-
tiate with the squeaky people who 
sympathized with the barbaric Hamas 
military and didn’t even talk to people 
who have had a vested interest and ap-
parently didn’t talk to people who had 
a vested interest in looking out for 
Israel, which, after all, is fighting for 
its existence. 

If Israel would immediately pull out 
of Gaza, what would happen? 

It would allow the Hamas group to 
replenish their arms and to regroup 
and to someday attack Israel again 5 
years, 10 years, 15 years down the line. 

So, in any event, I realize the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee is not as 
well-known academically as Harvard or 
MIT or Northwestern or some of these 
other universities that embarrass 
themselves, but I hope the public is 
paying attention to what is going on in 
the University of Wisconsin-Mil-
waukee. 

I hope the taxpayers are paying at-
tention, and I hope the chancellor who 
has made some admission that what he 
did was maybe not right, would take a 
bolder stance and say that his univer-
sity is not going to weigh in or give 
any sympathy towards Hamas, particu-
larly so soon after they so barbarically 
killed over 1,000 Israelis. 

My second issue today is that within 
the last few weeks, we received, one 
more time, the monthly totals on the 
number of migrants who came across 
our southern border. One more time, it 
is true almost as far back as you can 
find, the numbers for April were a sub-
stantial increase over last April and a 
huge increase over the final April 
under Donald Trump. 

During the final April under Donald 
Trump, April 2020, about 6,000 people 
crossed the border. Last April about 
178,000 people crossed the border. We 
are now at 204,000. So it has been a 
huge increase, from 178,000 to 204,000 
people. This is obviously unacceptable. 

That increase is understated because 
what President Biden has done to hold 
down the numbers is he gives parole to 
people who are coming here from Cuba 
and Haiti, which probably would add 
another 30,000 people to this list, ex-
cept for it is not included on the num-
bers released. So the American public 
and the American press should keep 

paying attention to what is going on at 
the border. 

The biggest problem in our country, 
if our country goes under, our great 
country, I think is we anticipate a free 
press, but to have a free press and have 
it count for something, it has to be a 
competent press. When the numbers 
were released a couple weeks ago, I 
think it was within the last week, on 
the number of people who crossed the 
border from April, it should have been 
a banner headline in every newspaper 
in this country. 

b 1930 

Every 10 o’clock news station around 
the country should have led with the 
story that we had another all-time 
record for an April as far as people 
coming across the southern border—in-
stead, nothing. They should have 
pointed out that, one more time, we 
have just shy of 6,000 unaccompanied 
minors. 

There was a time when the press 
corps cared a little bit about breaking 
apart families. 

Now, when a 16- or 15-year-old shows 
up at the southern border, what does 
our administration do? Nothing. For 
all we know, that child is never going 
to see his parents again. Who knows 
what his motive is for showing up at 
the border, but nothing is done. Our ad-
ministration is settling in where we ex-
pect if a young person crosses the bor-
der without their parents, we will find 
them a sponsor, and they will stay 
here. 

Quite frankly, what our administra-
tion ought to be doing is, even if a 
child shows up at the border with one 
parent—in this country, in a divorce 
case, we will frequently try to keep 
both parents in touch with the child. 
So, at the southern border, even if a 
child shows up with one parent, they 
ought to be turned around unless we 
can document where the other parent 
is and that they are signing off on this 
situation. 

Again, I strongly encourage the press 
corps to pay more attention to the bor-
der. 

By the way, I want to make one more 
statement with regard to the situation 
with Israel. There are people who are 
horrified—and it is horrific—when peo-
ple die in this war. The war could be 
ended by Hamas at any time. At any 
time, they could say they surrender, 
here are their arms, here are where you 
are going to find the tunnels, here are 
where the hostages are held. The war 
would be over tomorrow. 

People do die in the explosions and 
bombings that take place there. I think 
that there should be a little more at-
tention paid by the protesters before 
they condemn Israel to see how this 
country reacted when we felt it was 
necessary to bomb population centers 
when war was declared on the United 
States during World War II. 

I suggest sympathizers with Hamas 
look a little bit at the Dresden 
firebombings and the bombings in 
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Tokyo. That was before we got to the 
nuclear bombings in Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki. Even with traditional bombs in 
Dresden and Tokyo, you will find, I 
think, more horrific things happened 
than anything that is happening near 
Hamas. Not to mention, the Israelis 
had been incredibly careful—much 
more careful than we were in Tokyo 
and Dresden—about warning civilians 
and trying to keep them out of harm’s 
way. 

If anybody in this body wants more 
sympathy or wants to condemn Israel, 
I suggest they look at how we handled 
the situation when we were bombing 
Japan and Germany toward the end of 
World War II—by the way, at a time 
when the conclusion of the war was, to 
a certain extent, already determined. 

The third issue that I believe has not 
been adequately addressed in the 
paper—and when I get back on the 
weekends, I try to talk to people about 
it; they have no clue—is the fact that 
we have recently begun collecting in-
formation regarding Middle Eastern 
people and people from North Africa 
for a variety of purposes. 

I think people believe that by keep-
ing track of these people, we will even-
tually give them the benefits of affirm-
ative action-type programs or diversity 
sort of programs. Prior to this, which 
was only approved in the last few 
weeks, we gave potential preferences to 
Hispanic Americans, African Ameri-
cans, Native Americans, Asians—quite 
frankly, we give preferences whether 
you are American or not, just Asians 
who are here—and Pacific Islanders. 

The Biden administration, the most 
divisive administration in this coun-
try’s history, felt that wasn’t enough. I 
think even without showing a need, 
they have decided to add Middle East-
ern and North African people to the 
mix. 

If you look at a map of the world, 
right now, Pakistanis already have po-
tential preference, but that ends at the 
Pakistan-Iran border. 

What they have done is taken any-
body who lives between the Pakistan- 
Iran border over to the Atlantic Ocean, 
over to Morocco, and said they have 
the potential for preferences. 

My guess is it would mean that, right 
now, if you come here and open a busi-
ness, and your ancestry is from these 
countries, you would, therefore, for ex-
ample, get preferences in government 
contracting. You may get preferences 
for the purpose of government hiring. 
You may get preferences for govern-
ment bidding. 

In any event, I think there should 
have been a lot of discussion in the 
news media before we added another 
huge bloc of people who, as a practical 
matter, were going to get preferences 
over the native-born. 

Making this decision even more bi-
zarre, I think the two rationales for af-
firmative action—neither of which I 
agree with, by the way—were either be-
cause something bad happened to peo-
ple in this country maybe 100 years ago 

or that this group maybe statistically 
was not doing as well when measured 
by economic metrics. 

Here, people from the Middle East 
and North Africa largely have not im-
migrated to this country until the last 
30 or 40 years, so you couldn’t say that 
there has been historical discrimina-
tion here. Not only that, at least with 
regard to people from Iran, they are 
doing much better than the native- 
born. 

If people from Iran who are doing a 
great job in this country and adding a 
lot to the United States are making 
more money than the native-born, why 
would the government go out of its 
way to say they are going to get pref-
erences for government contracting? 

Even more bizarre, like all pref-
erences under these programs, is they 
don’t care how wealthy you are. I can 
be here. We will say I am from Mo-
rocco. If I inherited $10 million from 
my parents, I still would be helped or 
given a preference because of my eth-
nicity, despite the fact that I am wild-
ly wealthy. It doesn’t really make any 
sense. 

You self-identify, so you could have 
somebody who is three quarters Irish 
and one quarter Moroccan, and they 
would be able to identify as North Afri-
can and get preferences. 

The biggest problem is that it con-
tinues the Biden policy of trying to 
create division in Americans. They 
want people to view themselves forever 
as not just an American, as we did 
when I was a child, but for forever as: 
I am Hispanic American. I am an Asian 
American. I am picked on. 

This is a way to, I believe, destroy 
America. I think that is why the Biden 
administration is going down this path. 

I do think, coming back to the main-
stream media, we should ask ourselves 
why I have a hard time finding any-
body back in my district who is aware 
that we have recently given pref-
erences to this whole new body of peo-
ple, which is a significant policy 
change. If we had a competent press 
corps in this country, it is something 
everybody would be aware of, and we 
would have had a public discussion 
about. 

The final topic, which I don’t think 
has been discussed enough, is the goal 
to have two-thirds of our vehicles be 
electric vehicles by 2032. 

I recently bought a car, a Ford Es-
cape, and it occurs to me now that it is 
not impossible that this will be the 
final normal car I will ever own. 

There are a lot of things that can be 
said about electric cars, but almost all 
of them are bad. My major concern— 
though there are others, as well—is 
that they are more expensive. When I 
talk to my insurance agent, he tells me 
the cost of auto insurance with an elec-
tric car could easily be up more than 50 
percent. There are other sources who 
don’t say it will be that high, but I 
think everybody would agree it will be 
at least a 20 or 30 percent increase in 
the cost of auto insurance. 

This, at a time, where due to the ex-
cessive spending of the Biden adminis-
tration, the cost of housing is through 
the roof and the cost of food is through 
the roof. Well, guess what? The cost of 
a car is about to go up. I am told the 
cost of a new pickup could go up $20,000 
as we switch to electric cars. The cost 
of insurance is going up. 

In addition to that, we have the prob-
lems that our infrastructure is not 
even remotely ready for electric vehi-
cles and the problems you are going to 
have in which you are not able to drive 
as many miles. I happen to be from 
Wisconsin, where the huge problem will 
be trying to get these things charged 
when it is 10 degrees below outside. 

In any event, it is something for this 
body to pay attention to and to warn 
our constituents about so they are 
aware that as they set aside money for 
a new car—I think it is a smart thing 
to set aside money so you don’t go into 
debt—you are going to have to set 
aside extra money if you plan on buy-
ing a new car more than 8 years from 
now. It is just one more cost that is 
going to make it more difficult for 
young Americans to join the middle 
class and prepare for the American 
Dream. 

In summary, I mentioned the four 
issues I wish the press would pay atten-
tion to. 

In the Wisconsin area, the University 
of Wisconsin at Milwaukee came out 
with a ridiculous press release, which 
they have tried to modify, but nowhere 
near enough, in which they imply that 
Israel has to do something as far as 
ending the war in the Middle East, not, 
apparently, Hamas, the brutal people 
who killed many Israelis a little over 
half a year ago now. 

The second issue to look at is that, 
one more time, we have a record num-
ber of people coming here for a month, 
a record number of people coming 
across the border in April, at a time, 
by the way, when we are hitting in 4- 
year increments records of people 
being sworn in as immigrants legally. 
It is not like nobody is coming in here, 
but I think the American public ought 
to be appalled that, one more time, in 
April 2024, we hit an all-time record for 
people coming here in April. 

The third issue almost entirely unre-
ported in the mainstream media is the 
fact that we apparently are going to 
give preferences to people from North 
Africa, Libya, Algeria, whatever, over 
to the Middle East, Syria, Iran, as far 
as government contracting and prob-
ably government employment. I don’t 
know if it is something we can undo if 
we get a different President, but it is 
certainly very divisive. 

With it comes the bureaucracy that 
will forever tell people from North Af-
rica and the Middle East that they 
should identify not just as American 
but a Middle Eastern American or a 
North African American. 

Finally, I hope the press, as the clock 
winds down to 2032, warns Americans 
what they are going to have to expect 
as far as driving a new electric vehicle. 
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

REMEMBERING GEORGE FLOYD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Mr. JACKSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of the Special Order 
hour. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is now my privilege 
to address you. 

In the play ‘‘Julius Caesar,’’ Mark 
Antony proclaims: ‘‘What cause with-
holds you then to mourn for him?’’ 

I rise tonight because this is our 
question today. By what measure and 
according to what standard might we 
allow this week to slip between our fin-
gers and not remember what happened 
on a street in Minneapolis on May 25? 
What in all creation would justify our 
forgetting a collective unconscious-
ness? 

We are summoned into this Chamber 
tonight because George Floyd should 
be alive today. He should be enjoying 
the matriculation of his daughter from 
one grade to the next. He should be liv-
ing out his days under the protections 
afforded to every American citizen, 
such as the presumption of innocence, 
equal protection under the law, and all 
the Eighth Amendment rights against 
cruel and unusual punishment. 

b 1945 

Tragically, none of what ought to be 
is true in the case of Mr. George Floyd. 
George Floyd is not alive, George 
Floyd was not protected, and George 
Floyd was not a victim of just bigotry 
and neglect. He was killed by the very 
institution employed to ensure his 
safety. 

This is what happens when people 
don’t see you as being someone and 
something worthy of protection. This 
is what happens when you are viewed 
as a threat and Blackness is seen as a 
problem and not as a gift to the world. 
Indeed, what happened to Mr. George 
Floyd over a $20 alleged bill—they said 
there was a $20 bill that was counter-
feited—that had the assistance of five 
officers dressed in uniform, in broad 
daylight, to suffocate him. No one 
would ever know what happened to the 
alleged $20 fraudulent bill. 

What happened to George Floyd is a 
predictable outcome when the country 
you live in would rather build prisons 

than reimagine schools, would rather 
blame poverty on the poor but never 
question the gluttony of the rich, and 
would rather ignore the persistent evil 
of racism as if the record of our inabil-
ity to honor each other’s humanity had 
not already resulted in tragedy and 
death. 

The beaches of American history are 
cluttered with the bleached bones of 
the innocent, needlessly slaughtered on 
the battlefield of this Nation’s pre-
occupation with subjugation and ha-
tred. I remind Members that Mr. 
George Floyd died in the new millen-
nium. This isn’t some type of tragedy I 
am talking about from a century ago. 
This was the new millennium, and 
George Floyd deserves to be alive 
today. 

What happened to Mr. George Floyd 
is the rhyme that makes history, it 
makes whatever we fail to be honest 
about: racism, militarism, and, indeed, 
a destructive system. 

We have gathered here today to an-
swer Mark Antony’s question. There is 
no cause, and there are no foreseeable 
circumstances that would compel us to 
forget what happened to Mr. George 
Floyd. 

George Floyd was murdered by a po-
lice officer who refused to see the hu-
manity of the helpless, who refused to 
see the humanity of a handcuffed man, 
who refused to see a man gasping for 
his last breath with a knee wedged on 
his back while suffocating him and im-
periled. I say to Members: Anyone born 
of a woman should have been able to 
identify with the pleading of George 
Floyd not to lose his life. 

Mr. Floyd asked for his mother as he 
gasped his last breath. One does not 
need a graduate degree in ethics, mo-
rality, or philosophy to have been 
moved by the elegy of George Floyd. 
Not only does this event say something 
about the totalitarian impulses of po-
licing in America, but it also says 
something about the kind of Nation we 
have allowed ourselves to become. 

We have also allowed certain polit-
ical influences to compel us to see each 
other as enemies and not merely as ad-
versaries. We have allowed resentment 
to determine how we respond to one 
another and not what is required of us 
if we are to survive. 

This week also presents us with a 
golden opportunity that we cannot ig-
nore. The painful anniversary of the 
murder of George Floyd presents us 
with a chance to not only recommit 
ourselves to the eradication of racism 
and police-sponsored violence in Amer-
ica, but it also reminds us that there is 
a piece of legislation pending in the 
Senate that needs to be passed right 
away. 

The George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act deserves to be taken under consid-
eration by every United States Senator 
immediately because not reforming 
how Black people are policed in this 
country will render the murder of 
George Floyd a tragedy, but nothing 
more. I say to my colleagues today: 

Why settle for a tragedy when we can 
pass the George Floyd Justice in Polic-
ing Act and we can make a new begin-
ning. We have it within our power to 
make sure that what happened on May 
25, 2020, just 4 years ago, never happens 
again. 

We have it within our reach to lift 
America from the fatigue of despair to 
the buoyancy of hope. Every Member of 
the United States Senate has a moral 
obligation to reconsider and, indeed, 
pass the George Floyd Justice in Polic-
ing Act and not hide behind the poli-
tics of our respective parties. 

The question before us is a simple 
one: Do my colleagues want our be-
loved and great country to be a place 
that is safe and fit for our children to 
forge a future without fear and the 
prospect of indiscriminate hate and vi-
olence? 

If the answer is yes, then let us work 
toward getting together to ensure that 
we will never again be driven into this 
Chamber to remember the death of in-
nocence. 

If the answer is yes, then let us 
choose a more excellent way. 

If the answer is yes, then let us not 
be weary in well doing, for in due sea-
son we will reap what we have sown if 
we faint not. 

Mr. Speaker, it is so important that, 
today, we remember those from Cen-
tral Park, the innocent young men who 
were tortured into a false confession. 
They received no mercy 35 years ago. 
They received no recognition by a 
former President 35 years later. Those 
young men had their lives turned up-
side down when they were accused of a 
hateful, vengeful attack and rape—in-
deed, it was done by a person who had 
been convicted of such. Yet, this man 
asked for these men to be given the 
death penalty, and these were teen-
agers who had been found innocent. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB). 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman, my wonderful colleague 
from Illinois, who continues to speak 
truth to power, especially around po-
lice violence. 

Mr. Speaker, George Floyd’s life 
mattered. We all know and keep chant-
ing, Black lives matter, but we have to 
show it in action. 

Today, I am thinking of George 
Floyd’s daughter, Gianna, who will 
grow up without him. I can still hear 
George Floyd crying out for his mama, 
yelling: ‘‘I can’t breathe,’’ more than 20 
times while he was murdered by police, 
pleading for his life for 9 minutes and 
29 seconds. His murder and the count-
less others in the hands of police 
sparked outrage, mobilization, and 
movements for change. 

I saw with my own eyes, right here 
on this House floor, watching Repub-
licans and Democrats come together 
and passing the George Floyd Justice 
in Policing Act while it went to the 
Senate to die. 

His murder and the countless others 
in the hands of police require us all to 
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understand the truth about what is 
going on in our neighborhoods and our 
communities. We demand that this 
body take immediate action to dis-
mantle systemic racism in our country 
and systems designed to oppress Black 
and Brown lives in every corner of our 
country. It is not enough, Mr. Speaker, 
to honor George Floyd’s life with 
words. We must honor his life with ac-
tion. 

The George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act has still not been signed into law 4 
years later. Last year was the deadliest 
year of police violence on record. That 
should shock us all. 

Just this month, Mr. Speaker, Roger 
Fortson, a Black senior airman, was 
shot six times by police and killed at 
his home in Florida. This is his family. 
Just watching his mother kneel down 
at his open casket, that should be 
enough for us to act. 

How many more mothers have to ex-
perience the loss of their child? 

When will Congress finally act? 
We must ensure true accountability, 

justice, and reparations for the genera-
tions of harm that policing in our Na-
tion has inflicted on our Black neigh-
bors. 

This is the justice they deserve: 
George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Roger 
Fortson, and so many others who have 
lost their lives to police violence. That 
is the least they deserve. This is justice 
for our communities, and they deserve 
to be fully seen, heard, and protected. 

I will continue, along with my good 
colleague from Illinois, to continue to 
push for the passage of the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act. 

I know, in Detroit, where I grew up, 
the most beautiful, Blackest city in 
the country, for all those who continue 
to demand justice in our communities, 
know this: The President of the United 
States didn’t wake up one day and say 
the Civil Rights Act was a good thing. 
People marched, did sit-ins, and did 
boycotts until they moved this institu-
tion and the White House. We will con-
tinue to march. We will continue to de-
mand that Black lives matter in our 
country. 

Again, with my good colleague, we 
will continue to demand that the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act 
pass this Chamber, through the Senate, 
and to the President’s desk. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my good col-
league from Illinois for yielding to me. 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the Honorable Congress-
woman from the great State of Michi-
gan (Ms. TLAIB) for her outspokenness. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard from my 
distinguished colleagues today about 
policing in our communities and about 
the loss of innocence, all issues of great 
importance to the Congressional Black 
Caucus, our constituents, Congress, 
and all Americans tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, this 
week marks a somber anniversary in our Na-
tion’s history. Four years ago, our Nation 

watched in outrage, as yet another Black man 
was brutally killed by a police officer who be-
trayed his oath of service to his community. 

George Floyd’s murder sparked an ongoing 
national conversation that shone a bright light 
on the racism that exists in every corner of our 
society. As a Nation, we have a moral impera-
tive to root out these injustices and build a 
better society. 

In memory of George Floyd, I urge my col-
leagues to pass the George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act, which will deliver meaningful re-
form for our communities, hold rogue officers 
accountable, and save lives. Congress’ inac-
tion is unacceptable when we all recognize 
there is a problem and there are concrete 
steps we can be taking to save lives. I urge 
the passage of the George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act and thank Rep. SHEILA JACKSON 
LEE and the Congressional Black Caucus for 
their leadership to make our communities 
safer. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-
ior member of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on 
Crime and Federal Government Surveillance, I 
want to thank my colleagues for hosting this 
Congressional Black Caucus Special Order to 
discuss the families of police violence, their 
experiences, and the CBC’s commitment to 
enhancing public safety in this nation. 

The horrifying killing of George Floyd on 
May 25, 2020, by a Minneapolis police officer 
shocked and awakened the moral conscious-
ness of the nation. 

The world witnessed the brutal and trauma-
tizing nine minutes where George Floyd 
begged for his life—uttering his last words ‘‘I 
can’t breathe’’—as an officer, ignoring the 
pleas of George and all those witnessing his 
death, refused to lift his knee off the neck of 
George suffocating him and ending his life. 

‘‘I can’t breathe’’ continues to echo around 
the world alongside our cries for justice, 
change, and protection from and under the 
law. 

We are horrified by the continued massacre 
of Black bodies in this country for merely ex-
isting. 

Our homes, our cars, and our neighbor-
hoods continue to be invaded with violence at 
the hands of racist ideologies that breed fear 
into our institutions and threaten our lives. 

There have been countless murders of 
Black Americans by the state. 

Just last week, Roger Fortson, a 23-year-old 
Black U.S. airman was shot and killed in his 
own home by a Florida deputy. 

This vicious cycle must end. 
There are countless young Black men and 

women who have had their lives tragically cut 
short by law enforcement officers who took 
their lives in their hands. 

This year also marks one year since Tyre 
Nichols was brutally beaten by five Memphis 
police officers to the point of being unrecog-
nizable. 

The nation was shocked but not surprised 
by his murder, comparing it to the police beat-
ing of Rodney King in Los Angeles 32 years 
prior. 

And of course, this isn’t a new phenomenon 
of racist abuses of power. 

Indeed, the history goes back much further, 
past Amadou Diallo in New York City, past the 
Central Park Five, past Emmitt Till, past the 
racist abuse of law enforcement power during 
the struggle for civil rights and equal treat-
ment. 

But we also must remember that are count-
less lives and stories that did not make head-
lines. Stories of victims who never received 
justice and family members who never re-
ceived closure. 

Just this year alone, police have killed 93 
Black people in the U.S.—93 in less than 5 
months. 

These are not isolated killings, as they are 
occurring all across the United States, in 28 
states documented this year by Mapping Po-
lice Violence. 

According to a recent ABC poll, 39 percent 
of Americans are confident that the police in 
this country are adequately trained to avoid 
the use of excessive force. 

For the first time in the nine-year history of 
this question, just under half of white Ameri-
cans say they are confident about police 
avoiding excessive force or racial bias. About 
two-thirds of Hispanic Americans lack con-
fidence in police on both excessive force and 
racial bias. 

Americans are 41 percent confident in po-
lice treating Black and white people equally. 

Despite an uptick in legislation and police 
reform since June 2020, there has been a 
steady increase in police killings. 

In 2020, 1,152 people were killed at the 
hands of the police, in a year where much of 
the population was stuck at home during a 
pandemic. In 2021, police killed 1,145 people. 

In 2022, murders by the U.S. police force 
reached a record high. At least 1,176 people 
were killed, an average of 3 murders per day, 
making 2022 one of the deadliest years on 
record. 

The murders are never ending. 
Bianca Austin, Breonna Taylor’s aunt said 

that ‘‘there was a movement and uproar 
across the globe, and we’re still having more 
killings? What are we doing wrong? It’s so dis-
heartening’’. 

It is so true. It seems like the United States 
is sliding backwards. We had a grandiose 
movement, where people from all over came 
together to say this is wrong, yet it does not 
seem like we have progressed. 

How can we make America better for Black 
men and women? For American Natives? For 
the LGBT community? For immigrants? For 
each other? 

We are all deserving of better, but we must 
work together to do better. 

The death of Tyre Nichols and Roger 
Fortson has created serious urgency for the 
re-introduction of the George Floyd Justice in 
Policing Act. The legislation was the product 
of intense bipartisan negotiations with civil 
rights advocates, law enforcement stake-
holders and the Department of Justice. 

The legislation is truly an omnibus product 
and reflects contributions from across the 
Congressional Black Caucus, including bills 
like the PRIDE Act; the PEACE Act; the End 
Racial Profiling Act; and the Eric Garner Ex-
cessive Use of Force Prevention Act. 

The House has twice passed the George 
Floyd Act, with the support of 219 Democrats 
in 117th Congress. It is critical that we intro-
duce the legislation with overwhelming support 
this Congress. Last Congress, the bill gained 
199 cosponsors. 

Last Congress the Senate failed to intro-
duce the George Floyd Act, largely because 
Senate Republicans failed to engage in good 
faith negotiations. The current high watermark 
for Senate cosponsorship is 37 Democrats in 
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the 116th Congress. It is important that Sen-
ate Democrats timely introduce the George 
Floyd bill with significant cosponsorship and 
not repeat efforts that stymied action on the 
legislation. 

Two years after the murder of George 
Floyd, in May 2022, the Biden administration 
released a police reform executive order. Key 
reforms in President Joe Biden’s executive 
order include: 

Improving data collection. All federal law en-
forcement agencies will contribute to a Na-
tional Law Enforcement Accountability Data-
base regarding instances of police misconduct 
as well as submit information to the FBI re-
lated to use-of-force incidents. The U.S. attor-
ney general will review the status of and com-
pliance with federal reporting requirements. 
This also includes the issuance of guidance to 
state, local, and tribal law enforcement agen-
cies on best practices for contributing their 
data to federal systems. 

Revising use-of-force standards. All federal 
law enforcement agencies will revise their use- 
of-force policies to ensure they meet or ex-
ceed the standards included in the recently re-
vised policy for the Department of Justice. The 
Department of Justice’s policy provides that 
use of force is permitted only when ‘‘no rea-
sonably effective, safe, and feasible alternative 
appears to exist.’’ All federal law enforcement 
use-of-force policies will also include de-esca-
lation provisions as well as an affirmative duty 
to intervene to stop excessive use of force 
and render medical aid. 

Limiting the use of no-knock entries. Build-
ing upon the U.S. Department of Justice’s 
September 2021 policy, all federal law en-
forcement agencies will be prohibited from the 
use of no-knock entries unless an agent has 
reasonable grounds to believe that knocking 
and announcing the agent’s presence would 
create an imminent threat of physical violence 
to the officer and/or another person. 

Limiting the militarization of law enforce-
ment. Federal agencies are restricted from 
transferring and selling additional types of mili-
tary equipment to state, local, and tribal law 
enforcement agencies, expanding the Obama- 
era restriction on this practice. 

Credentialing of police agencies. The attor-
ney general will develop and implement a 
process by which state, local, and tribal law 
enforcement agencies will seek accreditation 
by an independent entity. 

Leveraging federal grants. Federal discre-
tionary grants will be awarded to state, local, 
and tribal governments to encourage compli-
ance with the executive order. This will include 
an assessment of what discretionary grants 
will be limited to the law enforcement agencies 
that achieve accreditation. 

Improving crisis response to include alter-
natives. Guidance will be issued and re-
sources identified to support state, local, tribal, 
and territorial officials as they implement a 
range of alternative first-responder models to 
meet the needs of people experiencing a be-
havioral or mental health crises or persons 
who have disabilities. This includes civilian 
community responder models being developed 
in jurisdictions across the country that do not 
include police officers. 

The executive order also contains important 
provisions that improve investigations into 
deaths in police custody; strengthen the effec-
tiveness of pattern-of-practice investigations; 
ban choke holds and carotid restraints except 

in certain circumstances where use of deadly 
force is authorized; enhance recruitment, train-
ing, and retention practices; ensure the use of 
body-worn cameras by federal law enforce-
ment officers; and advance key criminal justice 
reform and reentry measures. 

Advocated have also urged that Congress 
do its part by passing comprehensive police 
reform legislation that creates meaningful ac-
countability and restores trust between police 
and the communities they serve by eliminating 
qualified immunity and strengthening civil 
rights protections. 

Legislative reforms will follow the pattern of 
the George Floyd Justice in Poling Act: 
amending 18 U.S.C. Section 242, which de-
fines the circumstance when a government of-
ficial can be criminally responsible for violating 
someone’s civil rights. (Section 242 does not 
specifically define prohibited conduct and has 
historically been interpreted too narrowly, fail-
ing to hold police officers accountable for a 
wide range of misconduct.) 

Legislative action is also needed to reform/ 
eliminate the judicial doctrine of qualified im-
munity that drastically reduces the legal liabil-
ity of police officers. Qualified immunity limits 
the circumstances in which an individual can 
sue a police officer for violating their civil 
rights only to situations where the behavior 
violates ‘‘clearly established law.’’ This strict 
legal standard curtails accountability in polic-
ing to such a degree that officers face few re-
percussions—even when their conduct vio-
lates the Constitution. 

While it is broadly recognized within the po-
lice reform movement that changes to the doc-
trine of qualified immunity and Section 242 are 
needed, Congress will need to pass legislation 
for these changes to become law. 

As I have stated many times, direct action 
is vitally important but to be effective it must 
be accompanied by political, legislative, and 
governmental action, which is necessary be-
cause the strength and foundation of demo-
cratic government rests upon the consent and 
confidence of the governed. 

Effective enforcement of the law and admin-
istration of justice requires the confidence of 
the community that the law will be enforced 
impartially and that all persons are treated 
equally without regard to race or ethnicity or 
religion or national origin. 

As the great jurist Judge Learned Hand 
said: ‘‘If we are to keep our democracy, there 
must be one commandment: thou shalt not ra-
tion justice.’’ 

Equal justice is the proud promise America 
makes to all persons; the George Floyd Jus-
tice in Policing Act will help make that promise 
a lived reality for African Americans, who have 
not ever known it to be true in the area of 
community-police relations. 

And when Black Lives Matter, then and only 
then can it truthfully be said that all lives mat-
ter. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
By unanimous consent, leave of ab-

sence was granted to: 
Mr. GRIFFITH (at the request of Mr. 

JOHNSON of Louisiana) for today on ac-
count of family matters. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on May 16, 

2024, the following bill was presented to 
the President of the United States for 
approval: 

H.R. 3935. To amend the title 49, United 
States Code, to reauthorize and improve the 
Federal Aviation Administration and other 
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Wednesday, May 22, 2024, at 10 a.m. for 
morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–4248. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, OBPA, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting the Department’s funding announce-
ment on grants.gov — Partnerships for Cli-
mate-Smart Commodities-Building Markets 
and Investing in America’s Climate-Smart 
Farmers, Ranchers and Forest Owners to 
Strengthen U.S. Rural and Agriculture Com-
munities [USDA-NRCS-COMM-22- 
NOFO0001139] received May 3, 2024, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

EC–4249. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
Office of Community Planning and Develop-
ment, Department of Housing and Urban De-
velopment, transmitting the Department’s 
notice of final determination — Final Deter-
mination: Adoption of Energy Efficiency 
Standards for New Construction of HUD- and 
USDA-Financed Housing [Docket No.: FR- 
6271-N-03] (RIN: 2506-AC55) received May 6, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

EC–4250. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, OBPA, Rural Development-Rural Hous-
ing Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
30-Day Notification of Nonpayment of Rent 
in Multi-Family Housing Direct Loan Pro-
grams [Docket No.: RHS-22-MFH-0022] (RIN: 
0575-AD25) received May 8, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

EC–4251. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s request for applications — Clean Heavy- 
Duty Vehicles Grants [EPA-R-OAR-CHDV- 
24-06] received May 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–4252. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s submission of EPA action for Congres-
sional review — Fiscal Year 2024 Lead Serv-
ice Line Allotments for the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Fund Provisions of the Bi-
partisan Infrastructure Law Funding re-
ceived May 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
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Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–4253. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s submission of EPA action for Congres-
sional review — Implementing Lead Service 
Line Replacement Projects Funded by the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund re-
ceived May 9, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–4254. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and 
Energy Efficiency, Loan Program Office, De-
partment of Energy, transmitting the De-
partment’s direct final rule — Statutory Up-
dates to the Advanced Technology Vehicles 
Manufacturing Program (RIN: 1901-AB60) re-
ceived May 2, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–4255. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and 
Energy Efficiency, Office of State and Com-
munity Energy Programs, Department of 
Energy, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim final rule — Mandatory Transmissions 
and Distribution Planning Support Activi-
ties (RIN: 1930-AA01) received May 2, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4256. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Congressional Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s Temporary Staff Guidance — Safe-
ty Impact Characterization Guidance for Im-
plementing the Risk-Informed Process for 
Evaluations, Revision 3, received May 6, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4257. A letter from the Chief Diversity 
Officer and Director, Office of Diversity, Eq-
uity and Inclusion, Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System, transmitting the 
Board’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act Report, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174, 
Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109- 
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4258. A letter from the Chief Executive 
Officer, Federal Prison Industries, Inc., Fed-
eral Bureau of Prisons, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting a report titled, ‘‘Correc-
tion of Misstatements in Previously Issued 
FPI Financial Statements’’; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4259. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting 
the Department’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act Re-
port, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public 
Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

EC–4260. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, General Law, Ethics, and Regu-
lation, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting a notification of a nomination, ac-
tion on nomination, and designation of act-
ing officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Pub-
lic Law 105-277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681- 
614); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

EC–4261. A letter from the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer, Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Atlanta, transmit-
ting the 2023 management report and finan-
cial statements of the Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Atlanta, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
9106(a)(1); Public Law 97-258 (as amended by 
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 306(a)); (104 Stat. 
2854); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

EC–4262. A letter from the Senior Vice 
President, Controller and Chief Accounting 
Officer, Federal Home Loan Bank of Boston, 
transmitting the Federal Home Loan Bank 
of Boston 2023 management report and finan-
cial statements, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
9106(a)(1); Public Law 97-258 (as amended by 
Public Law 101-576, Sec. 306(a)); (104 Stat. 
2854); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

EC–4263. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Labor Relations Authority, transmit-
ting the Authority’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act 
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public 
Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Pub-
lic Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

EC–4264. A letter from the Chairman and 
Chief Executive and Administrative Officer, 
Federal Labor Relations Authority, trans-
mitting the 71st Semiannual Report of the 
Federal Labor Relations Authority Inspector 
General for the period October 1, 2023, 
through March 31, 2024; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4265. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Labor Relations Authority, transmit-
ting the Authority’s FY 2023 Commercial and 
Inherently Governmental Activities Inven-
tory report, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 501 note; 
Public Law 105-270, Sec. 2(c)(1)(A); (112 Stat. 
2382); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

EC–4266. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s Annual Report on Website and 
Digital Services, pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3501 
note; Public Law 115-336, Sec. 3(b)(2); (132 
Stat. 5026); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

EC–4267. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator for Legislative and Intergovern-
mental Affairs, National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act Report, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 
107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public 
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. 

EC–4268. A letter from the Chief Judge, Su-
perior Court of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting the 2023 Family Court Annual 
Report of the Superior Court of the District 
of Columbia, pursuant to Public Law 107-114, 
Sec. 4(a); (115 Stat. 2111); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4269. A letter from the Vice Chairman 
and Acting Chairman, U.S. Merit Systems 
Protection Board, transmitting a report ti-
tled, ‘‘Federal Entity Inspector General Re-
port FY 2023’’, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 415(h)(2); 
Added by Public Law 117-263, Sec. 3(b); (136 
Stat. 4242) and 5 U.S.C. 4103 note; Public Law 
117-348, Sec. 122(e); (136 Stat. 6218); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–4270. A letter from the Director, United 
States Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting the Office’s FY 2023 No FEAR 
Act Report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; 
Public Law 107-174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended 
by Public Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 
3242); to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

EC–4271. A letter from the Administrative 
Specialist for Policy, Management and Budg-
et, Department of the Interior, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Acquisition 
Regulations; Buy Indian Act; Procedures for 
Contracting [DOI-2019-0012; 212D0102DM 
DS62500000 DLSN00000.000000 DX62501] (RIN: 
1090-AB21) received May 6, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

EC–4272. A letter from the Administrator, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-

ting the Agency’s FY 2023 FAST-41 Permit-
ting Best Practices Annual Report to Con-
gress, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 4370m-7(a)(3); 
Public Law 114-94, div. D, title XLI, Sec. 
41008 (as amended by Public Law 117-58 div. 
G, title VIII, Sec. 70801(f)); (135 Stat. 1293); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–4273. A letter from the Chair, United 
States Sentencing Commission, transmitting 
amendments to the federal sentencing guide-
lines, policy statements, and official com-
mentary, together with the reasons for 
amendment, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 994(p); 
Public Law 98-473, Sec. 217(a) (as amended by 
Public Law 100-690, Sec. 7109); (102 Stat. 4419); 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–4274. A letter from the Senior Attorney 
Advisor, Regulations Officer, Federal High-
way Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Uniform Relocation Assistance 
and Real Property Acquisition for Federal 
and Federally Assisted Programs [Docket 
No.: FHWA-2018-0039] (RIN: 2125-AF79) re-
ceived May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–4275. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Maritime Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s 62nd Annual Report for FY 
2023, pursuant to 46 U.S.C. 46106(a); Public 
Law 109-304, Sec. 4; (120 Stat. 1489); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–4276. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison Officer, Alcohol and Tobacco Tax 
and Trade Bureau, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Establishment of the Yucaipa Valley 
Viticultural Area [Docket No.: TTB-2022- 
0008; T.D. TTB-193; Ref: Notice No. 214] (RIN: 
1513-AC85) received May 17, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 6160. A bill to 
amend the Public Health Service Act to re-
authorize a lifespan respite care program; 
with an amendment (Rept. 118–513). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 7153. A bill to 
reauthorize the Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care 
Provider Protection Act, and for other pur-
poses (Rept. 118–514). Referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 7218. A bill to 
amend title III of the Public Health Service 
Act to extend the program for promotion of 
public health knowledge and awareness of 
Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias, 
and for other purposes (Rept. 118–515). Re-
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the state of the Union. 

Mrs. HOUCHIN: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1243. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4763) to 
provide for a system of regulation of digital 
assets by the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission and the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and for other purposes; 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5403) to amend the Federal Reserve Act to 
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prohibit the Federal reserve banks from of-
fering certain products or services directly 
to an individual, to prohibit the use of cen-
tral bank digital currency for monetary pol-
icy, and for other purposes; and providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 192) to pro-
hibit individuals who are not citizens of the 
United States from voting in elections in the 
District of Columbia (Rept. 118–516). Referred 
to the House Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 8467. A bill to provide for the reform 

and continuation of agricultural and other 
programs of the Department of Agriculture 
through fiscal year 2029, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. YAKYM: 
H.R. 8468. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to terminate the eligi-
bility of certain individuals for student loan 
forgiveness, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. BROWN (for herself, Ms. STE-
VENS, Ms. ADAMS, Mrs. BEATTY, Ms. 
BROWNLEY, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER 
of Louisiana, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK, Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. CROCKETT, 
Mr. EVANS, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mrs. 
HAYES, Ms. NORTON, Mr. HORSFORD, 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington, Ms. LEE of California, 
Mr. LIEU, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. MRVAN, 
Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. PLASKETT, 
Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, 
and Mr. BISHOP of Georgia): 

H.R. 8469. A bill to establish in the Cyber-
security and Infrastructure Security Agency 
of the Department of Homeland Security a 
program to promote the cybersecurity field 
to disadvantaged communities, including 
older individuals, racial and ethnic minori-
ties, people with disabilities, geographically 
diverse communities, socioeconomically di-
verse communities, women, individuals from 
nontraditional educational paths, individ-
uals who are veterans, and individuals who 
were formerly incarcerated, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. 

By Ms. BUSH (for herself, Mr. BOWMAN, 
Mr. CARSON, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, 
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. TLAIB, 
and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN): 

H.R. 8470. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to make 
awards to increase or improve access to com-
prehensive mental and behavioral health 
services for individuals exposed to violent 
encounters involving law enforcement per-
sonnel, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Education and 
the Workforce, and the Judiciary, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Ms. 
SALAZAR, and Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE): 

H.R. 8471. A bill to support United States 
investment opportunities, strengthen bilat-
eral collaboration in addressing criminal ele-
ments operating in the Brazilian Amazon, 

and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself, Mr. 
MOLINARO, and Mr. MCGOVERN): 

H.R. 8472. A bill to amend the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act to support 
the expansion of freight rail infrastructure 
to support the transport of agricultural in-
puts and products to farms, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself and 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia): 

H.R. 8473. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Army to submit to Congress a report in 
the event that the assessment of the Army 
force structure using the process known as 
‘‘Total Army Analysis’’ does not include cer-
tain missions; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself and 
Mr. KELLY of Mississippi): 

H.R. 8474. A bill to make certain improve-
ments to incentive pay for explosive ord-
nance disposal duty; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD: 
H.R. 8475. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Defense to submit to Congress a report on 
the correlation between service in the Armed 
Forces conducting explosive ordnance dis-
posal and post-traumatic stress disorder, 
traumatic brain injury, and suicide; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD (for himself and 
Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia): 

H.R. 8476. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
the Army to designate the Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Army as principal official 
responsible for explosive ordnance disposal; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. D’ESPOSITO (for himself and 
Mr. LALOTA): 

H.R. 8477. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to develop a curriculum 
to train State, local, Tribal, territorial, and 
campus law enforcement agencies to iden-
tify, investigate, and report acts of organized 
retail crime, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition 
to the Committee on Homeland Security, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER (for himself and 
Mr. NUNN of Iowa): 

H.R. 8478. A bill to amend the Investor Pro-
tection and Securities Reform Act of 2010 to 
provide grants to States for enhanced protec-
tion of senior investors and senior policy-
holders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Mr. 
PANETTA, Mr. BERGMAN, and Mr. 
WALTZ): 

H.R. 8479. A bill to establish an Inter-
agency Council on Service to promote and 
strengthen opportunities for military serv-
ice, national service, and public service for 
all people of the United States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, and in addition to the 
Committees on Armed Services, Foreign Af-
fairs, and Oversight and Accountability, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. MACE (for herself and Mr. 
KHANNA): 

H.R. 8480. A bill to require agencies to up-
date mortgage underwriting programs, 
guidelines, standards, and systems to require 

lenders to consider, in the mortgage credit 
evaluation process, any amounts a borrower 
has in any brokerage account associated 
with a cryptocurrency exchange; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MAST (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, and Mr. GOSAR): 

H.R. 8481. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish an extended dead-
line for the submission of applications re-
garding emergency treatment furnished in 
non-Department of Veterans Affairs medical 
facilities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. MOORE of Utah: 
H.R. 8482. A bill to deter conflict in the 

Taiwan Strait by establishing conditions for 
suspending normal trade relations with the 
People’s Republic of China, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committees on 
Foreign Affairs, and Rules, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 8483. A bill to amend the Financial 

Services and General Government Appropria-
tions Act, 2024, to make a technical correc-
tion to the Federal payment made in such 
Act to the District of Columbia Public De-
fender Service; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Mrs. PELTOLA (for herself and Ms. 
DAVIDS of Kansas): 

H.R. 8484. A bill to amend the Buy Indian 
Act to include the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself, Ms. 
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. 
KHANNA, Mr. MFUME, Ms. BUSH, Ms. 
STANSBURY, Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of 
California, Mr. FROST, Mr. CASAR, 
Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. GOLDMAN of New 
York, Ms. TLAIB, and Ms. PRESSLEY): 

H.R. 8485. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to prohibit the President, Vice 
President, Members of Congress, and other 
senior Executive branch personnel from ac-
cepting any foreign emoluments, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability, and in addition to 
the Committees on House Administration, 
and Rules, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California: 
H.R. 8486. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Transportation, in coordination with the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, to establish a thriving communities 
grant program; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. VAN DREW (for himself and 
Mr. BACON): 

H.R. 8487. A bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to exempt widows and wid-
owers of police officers, firefighters, and cor-
rectional officers from the government pen-
sion offset; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. VASQUEZ: 
H.R. 8488. A bill to amend the Food Secu-

rity Act of 1985 to expand the provision of 
farmer-led technical assistance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mr. COLLINS (for himself, Mr. 
GUTHRIE, Mr. GRIFFITH, Mr. ARM-
STRONG, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. 
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BALDERSON, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. PALMER, 
Mr. ALLEN, Mr. PERRY, Mr. FULCHER, 
Mr. PENCE, and Mr. LATTA): 

H.J. Res. 151. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Environmental Protection 
Agency relating to ‘‘Supplemental Effluent 
Limitations Guidelines and Standards for 
the Steam Electric Power Generating Point 
Source Category‘‘; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Ms. BALINT, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Ms. TLAIB, Ms. NORTON, Mr. MULLIN, 
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, and Mr. 
ESPAILLAT): 

H. Res. 1244. A resolution censuring Asso-
ciate Justice Samuel Alito, Jr., for know-
ingly violating the Federal recusal statute 
and binding ethics standards; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. CRAIG (for herself, Ms. TITUS, 
and Mr. VAN DREW): 

H. Res. 1245. A resolution recognizing ‘‘Na-
tional Public Works Week’’; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr. 
STAUBER, Mr. NORMAN, Mrs. MILLER 
of West Virginia, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr. 
LAMBORN, Mr. MCCORMICK, Mr. 
FEENSTRA, Mr. MORAN, and Mrs. KIM 
of California): 

H. Res. 1246. A resolution condemning the 
Department of State’s statement expressing 
condolences for the death of Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi, Foreign Minister Amir- 
Abdollahian, and other members of their del-
egation; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

By Mrs. LUNA (for herself, Mr. WEBER 
of Texas, Mr. FRY, Mr. VAN DREW, 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, and Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina): 

H. Res. 1247. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of ‘‘National Safe Boating 
Week’’; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CHU, Ms. 
LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. LEE of 
California, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. PLASKETT, Ms. POR-
TER, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. TRONE, and Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ): 

H. Res. 1248. A resolution recognizing the 
impact the stigmatization of menstruation 
has on the lives of women, girls, and people 
who menstruate, and expressing support for 
the designation of the month of May as ‘‘Na-
tional Menstrual Health Awareness Month’’; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H. Res. 1249. A resolution recognizing on 

Memorial Day, May 27, 2024, the denial of full 
participation in their Government through 
statehood by active duty servicemembers, 
National Guard members, reservists, vet-
erans, and their families who are residents of 
the District of Columbia; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

f 

MEMORIALS 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

ML-107. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the Legislature of the State of Ari-

zona, relative to Senate Concurrent Memo-
rial 1004, urging the United States Congress 
to enact legislation establishing a Space Na-
tional Guard; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

ML-108. Also, a memorial of the House of 
Representatives of the State of Arizona, rel-
ative to House Concurrent Memorial 2008, 
urging the United States Congress and Presi-
dent to repeal or amend the Antiquities Act 
of 1906; which was referred to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

ML-109. Also, a memorial of the House of 
Representatives of the State of Arizona, rel-
ative to House Concurrent Memorial 2007, 
urging the President of the United States to 
rescind or revoke the designation of the An-
cestral Footprints of the Grand Canyon Na-
tional Monument and opposing any such fu-
ture designation in the state of Arizona; 
which was referred to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

ML-110. Also, a memorial of the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, relative to 
Substitute House Concurrent Resolution 
Number 6, urging the Congress of the United 
States to repeal the Windfall Elimination 
Provision and the Government Pension Off-
set; which was referred to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 8467. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The ability to regulate interstate com-

merce and with foreign Nations pursuant to 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 includes the 
power to regulate commodity prices, prac-
tices affecting them and the trading or dona-
tion of the commodities to impoverished na-
tions. In addition, the Congress has the 
power to provide for the general Welfare of 
the United States under Article 1, Section 8, 
Clause 1 which includes the power to pro-
mote the development of Rural America 
through research and extension of credit. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The programs and activities of the U.S. De-

partment of Agricluture and related Agen-
cies. 

By Mr. YAKYM: 
H.R. 8468. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation would prohibit students 

and faculty from receiving federal student 
loan forgiveness if they are expelled or ter-
minated for a hate crime, disorderly con-
duct, trespassing, creating a public disturb-
ance, or violating titles IV or VI of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1964. 

By Ms. BROWN: 
H.R. 8469. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish a program to promote the cy-

bersecurity field to disadvantaged commu-
nities. 

By Ms. BUSH: 
H.R. 8470. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To authorize the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services to make awards to increase 
or improve access to comprehensive mental 
and behavioral health services for individ-
uals exposed to violent encounters involving 
law enforcement personnel. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY: 
H.R. 8471. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S.C. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill aims to counter organized crimi-

nal and drug trafficking groups who are dev-
astating communities in and around the Bra-
zilian Amazon, upending rule of law, and ac-
celerating environmental degradation and 
deforestation. 

By Mr. COURTNEY: 
H.R. 8472. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To support the expansion of freight rail in-

frastructure to support the transport of agri-
cultural inputs and products to farms. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD: 
H.R. 8473. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of the Army to 

submit to Congress a report in the event that 
the assessment of the Army force structure 
using the process known as ‘‘Total Army 
Analysis’’ does not include certain missions. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD: 
H.R. 8474. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To make certain improvements to incen-

tive pay for explosive ordnance disposal 
duty. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD: 
H.R. 8475. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of Defense to sub-

mit to Congress a report on the correlation 
between service in the Armed Forces con-
ducting explosive ordnance disposal and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic 
brain injury, and suicide. 

By Mr. CRAWFORD: 
H.R. 8476. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of the Army to 

designate the Deputy Under Secretary of the 
Army as principal official responsible for ex-
plosive ordnance disposal. 

By Mr. D’ESPOSITO: 
H.R. 8477. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of Homeland Secu-

rity to develop a curriculum to train State, 
local, Tribal, territorial, and campus law en-
forcement agencies to identify, investigate, 
and report acts of organized retail crime, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER: 
H.R. 8478. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Investor Protection and Se-

curities Reform Act of 2010 to provide grants 
to States for enhanced protection of senior 
investors and senior policyholders, and for 
other purposes. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN: 
H.R. 8479. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article 1 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish an Interagency Council on 

Service to promote and strengthen opportu-
nities for military service, national service, 
and public service for all people of the 
United States, as well as related actions. 

By Ms. MACE: 
H.R. 8480. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require agencies to update mortgage 

underwriting programs, guidelines, stand-
ards, and systems to require lenders to con-
sider, in the mortgage credit evaluation 
process, any amounts a borrower has in any 
brokerage account associated with a 
cryptocurrency exchange. 

By Mr. MAST: 
H.R. 8481. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would extend the Department of 

Veterans Affairs emergency community care 
notification deadline from 72-hours after 
emergency care starts, to 72-hours after dis-
charge of receiving such care. 

By Mr. MOORE of Utah: 
H.R. 8482. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 7, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will seek to deter conflict in the 

Taiwan Strait by establishing a policy to re-
voke Permanent Normal Trade Relations 
(‘‘PNTR’’) with the People’s Republic of 
China (‘‘PRC’’) if the PRC government in-
vades Taiwan. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 8483. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
clause 17 of section 8 of article I of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would fix a drafting error in the 

Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2024 relating to the appropriation for the 
Public Defender Service for the District of 
Columbia. 

By Mrs. PELTOLA: 
H.R. 8484. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Buy Indian Act to include 

the Secretary of Agriculture, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. RASKIN: 
H.R. 8485. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 9, Clause 8: No Title of 

Nobility shall be granted by the United 
States. And no Person holding any Office of 
Profit or Trust under them, shall, without 
the Consent of the Congress, accept of any 
present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any 
kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or 
foreign State. 

The single subject of this legislation is. 

This legislation enforces the Constitution’s 
Foreign Emoluments Clause. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California: 
H.R. 8486. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
According to Article 1. Section 8 Clause 18: 

of the United States Constitution, seen 
below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress. 

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
transportation grant 

By Mr. VAN DREW: 
H.R. 8487. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title II of the Social Security 

Act to exempt widows and widowers of police 
officers, firefighters, and correctional offi-
cers from the government pension offset. 

By Mr. VASQUEZ: 
H.R. 8488. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United State Constitution, to provide for the 
general welfare and make all laws necessary 
and proper to carry out the powers of the 
Congress. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Agriculture 

By Mr. COLLINS: 
H.J. Res. 151. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Environmental 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 11: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 12: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 20: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 45: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 431: Mr. POSEY. 
H.R. 472: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
H.R. 549: Mr. MENENDEZ and Mr. IVEY. 
H.R. 594: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 595: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 625: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 631: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 660: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 694: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, Mr. RUIZ, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.R. 709: Mr. DOGGETT and Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 716: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 723: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 770: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 798: Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 827: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 865: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 866: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 894: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 977: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 984: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 1088: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 1092: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 1097: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 1111: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 1179: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 1199: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 1359: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 1385: Mr. FLOOD and Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 1415: Mrs. PELTOLA. 

H.R. 1425: Mr. ROSE. 
H.R. 1447: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 1477: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 1572: Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 

GRIJALVA, and Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 1610: Mr. VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 1637: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 1691: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 1831: Ms. JAYAPAL and Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 2390: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 2400: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 2412: Mr. KILDEE and Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 2439: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 2584: Mr. VASQUEZ and Mr. TURNER. 
H.R. 2598: Mr. MILLER of Ohio. 
H.R. 2630: Mr. FROST. 
H.R. 2639: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 2662: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 2663: Mr. PASCRELL, Mrs. KIGGANS of 

Virginia, Mr. SORENSEN, and Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 2711: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 2720: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 2722: Ms. SALINAS and Mr. WILLIAMS of 

New York. 
H.R. 2726: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 2748: Mr. DESAULNIER. 
H.R. 2808: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 2880: Mr. HUDSON and Mr. 

FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 2891: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 2923: Mr. RUIZ and Mr. SARBANES. 
H.R. 2933: Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. 
H.R. 2940: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. 

MRVAN. 
H.R. 2998: Ms. NORTON and Mr. GOLDMAN of 

New York. 
H.R. 3002: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3003: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3018: Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. DOGGETT, 

and Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 3019: Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. PORTER, Mr. 

CISCOMANI, Mr. SORENSEN, and Mr. 
DESAULNIER. 

H.R. 3165: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3184: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H.R. 3199: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3213: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3312: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3347: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 3409: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3481: Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. GREEN 

of Texas, Mr. VARGAS, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. 
HOYER, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. VEASEY, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, and Mr. RUIZ. 

H.R. 3499: Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 3501: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 

CASTEN, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 3503: Mr. CROW and Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 3537: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 3619: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 3620: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 3621: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 3622: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 3639: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 3652: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 3730: Mr. FLOOD. 
H.R. 3768: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3855: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3882: Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3933: Mr. FRY. 
H.R. 3940: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 4048: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 4122: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 4137: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4154: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 4184: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 4285: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4289: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 4326: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 4340: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 4384: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4391: Ms. JAYAPAL and Mr. 

MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 4605: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4646: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. VASQUEZ. 
H.R. 4663: Mr. COHEN. 
H.R. 4757: Mr. EVANS. 
H.R. 4817: Mr. MENENDEZ. 
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H.R. 4818: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 4838: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 4895: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 4995: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 5003: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. GARCÍA of Illi-

nois, and Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 5030: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 5199: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 5248: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H.R. 5357: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 5400: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 5437: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 5488: Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 5577: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 5744: Mr. HIMES, Ms. PINGREE, and Mr. 

JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 5778: Ms. STEFANIK. 
H.R. 5813: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 5837: Mr. RUTHERFORD and Mr. 

STEUBE. 
H.R. 5887: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 5909: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. 

LAWLER, and Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 5970: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 5973: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5976: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 5995: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 6031: Ms. BALINT. 
H.R. 6111: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 6257: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Ms. 

PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 6286: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 6435: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 6498: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 6516: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 6600: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 6634: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 6640: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 6652: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 6664: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 6672: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 6727: Ms. LETLOW, Ms. MENG, and Mrs. 

GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 6815: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 6829: Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 6881: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 6889: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 6892: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 6944: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN and Mr. 

AGUILAR. 
H.R. 6951: Mr. NORMAN, Mr. WESTERMAN, 

Ms. GRANGER, Mr. NEHLS, and Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 6969: Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 

CASTEN, and Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 7000: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 7007: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 7039: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr. 

MOSKOWITZ. 
H.R. 7099: Mr. BILIRAKIS and Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 7191: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 7198: Mr. STAUBER and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 7218: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and Ms. 

SPANBERGER. 
H.R. 7227: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 7248: Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 7258: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 7273: Mr. BABIN. 
H.R. 7354: Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 7378: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 7384: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 
H.R. 7409: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 7438: Ms. SALAZAR, Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mr. 

PAPPAS, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Ms. PEREZ, 
and Mr. LATURNER. 

H.R. 7442: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 7479: Mr. CRANE and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 7490: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 7494: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 7515: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 7516: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 7613: Mr. BUCHANAN. 
H.R. 7629: Mrs. KIM of California, Ms. 

BALINT, Mr. LEVIN, and Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 7636: Mr. VALADAO and Mr. WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 7675: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 7681: Mr. SUOZZI and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 7698: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 7743: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 

H.R. 7747: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 7749: Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 7752: Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.R. 7770: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 

RESCHENTHALER, Ms. CHU, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. 
SORENSEN, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. THOMPSON of 
California, Mr. IVEY, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, and 
Mr. QUIGLEY. 

H.R. 7771: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. SCANLON, 
Ms. KAPTUR, Mr. THOMPSON of California, 
and Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 

H.R. 7784: Mr. GOOD of Virginia and Mr. 
PERRY. 

H.R. 7790: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 7808: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 7825: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 7829: Mrs. HAYES and Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 7841: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 7859: Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. CARL, Mr. 

MOOLENAAR, and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 7862: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 7866: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 7882: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 7900: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 7906: Mr. MOOLENAAR. 
H.R. 7909: Ms. LEE of Florida. 
H.R. 7925: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 7939: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 7959: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 7999: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Ms. JACK-

SON LEE. 
H.R. 8003: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.R. 8011: Mr. YAKYM. 
H.R. 8018: Mr. KILEY. 
H.R. 8046: Mr. DOGGETT. 
H.R. 8054: Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 8060: Mr. STAUBER. 
H.R. 8061: Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 

EVANS, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. LOF-
GREN, and Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina. 

H.R. 8076: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr. 
NORMAN, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. HUFFMAN, and Mr. 
COHEN. 

H.R. 8107: Mrs. STEEL. 
H.R. 8127: Mrs. BEATTY and Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 8164: Ms. TITUS, Mr. SMITH of Wash-

ington, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. MCBATH, and 
Mr. LIEU. 

H.R. 8179: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. 
H.R. 8206: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 8221: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 8282: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas, Mr. ELLZEY, Ms. 
HAGEMAN, Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. BUCHANAN, 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. MILLS, Mr. 
CRANE, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. FULCHER, Mr. 
DUNCAN, Mr. CLYDE, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, 
Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. 
DUNN of Florida, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, 
Mr. BABIN, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. 
TIMMONS, Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Ms. VAN 
DUYNE, Mr. LATURNER, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. 
CLINE, Mr. LUTTRELL, and Mr. SESSIONS. 

H.R. 8290: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 8295: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 8315: Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. WILSON of 

South Carolina, Mr. MAST, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. 
KEAN of New Jersey, and Mrs. KIM of Cali-
fornia. 

H.R. 8319: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 8323: Mr. CARTWRIGHT. 
H.R. 8331: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 8333: Mrs. BICE and Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 8336: Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California, 

Mr. MEUSER, and Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 8349: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 8368: Mr. FITZPATRICK and Mr. CON-

NOLLY. 
H.R. 8370: Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. CARSON, Mr. 

KENNEDY, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, and Mrs. 
WATSON COLEMAN. 

H.R. 8371: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 8373: Mr. ROSE. 
H.R. 8375: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 8376: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 8377: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 8384: Ms. HOULAHAN and Mr. 

FITZPATRICK. 

H.R. 8385: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 8391: Mrs. RADEWAGEN. 
H.R. 8399: Ms. LEE of Florida. 
H.R. 8410: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 8419: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 8426: Ms. ADAMS, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of 

Florida, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. 
PETTERSEN, Mr. KENNEDY, and Mr. DAVIS of 
North Carolina. 

H.R. 8430: Mr. CRANE and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 8432: Mr. BIGGS and Ms. TENNEY. 
H.R. 8433: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 8434: Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. CARTER 

of Texas, and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 8437: Ms. FOXX, Mr. BAIRD, and Mrs. 

GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN. 
H.R. 8459: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Ms. 

TENNEY. 
H.R. 8466: Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.J. Res. 76: Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. CASTOR of 

Florida, and Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 
H.J. Res. 82: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.J. Res. 97: Mr. BURCHETT. 
H.J. Res. 123: Mr. NORMAN. 
H.J. Res. 131: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.J. Res. 134: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 135: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.J. Res. 136: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.J. Res. 138: Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. WIL-

LIAMS of New York, and Mr. BRECHEEN. 
H.J. Res. 139: Mr. ESTES, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 

BUCHANAN, and Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.J. Res. 140: Mr. BURLISON, Ms. VAN 

DUYNE, and Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 141: Mr. BURLISON, Ms. VAN 

DUYNE, and Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 142: Mr. BURLISON, Ms. VAN 

DUYNE, and Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 143: Mr. BURLISON, Ms. VAN 

DUYNE, and Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.J. Res. 144: Mr. WALBERG, Mr. EMMER, 

and Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H. Res. 269: Mrs. RAMIREZ. 
H. Res. 376: Mr. LAWLER. 
H. Res. 413: Mr. KENNEDY. 
H. Res. 616: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mrs. 

GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. LEE of 
Florida, Ms. MANNING, and Mr. BERA. 

H. Res. 837: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
and Mr. LAWLER. 

H. Res. 988: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ. 
H. Res. 1063: Mr. HIMES. 
H. Res. 1072: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Ms. LOF-

GREN. 
H. Res. 1148: Mr. CAREY, Mrs. 

HARSHBARGER, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. NORMAN, 
and Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 

H. Res. 1180: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H. Res. 1187: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr. 

SMITH of New Jersey. 
H. Res. 1198: Mr. CARSON. 
H. Res. 1206: Mr. CASTEN, Mr. AMO, and Mr. 

JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H. Res. 1214: Mr. KEATING. 
H. Res. 1222: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS and Mr. 

SMITH of New Jersey. 
H. Res. 1229: Mr. RUIZ, Mr. GALLEGO, Mrs. 

CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. PORTER, Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas, and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 

H. Res. 1233: Ms. PORTER. 
H. Res. 1242: Ms. WILD and Mr. TRONE. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL EARMARKS, LIM-
ITED TAX BENEFITS, OR LIM-
ITED TARIFF BENEFITS 

Under clause 9 of rule XXI, lists or 
statements on congressional earmarks, 
limited tax benefits, or limited tariff 
benefits were submitted as follows: 

The amendment to be offered by Rep-
resentative CASAR or a designee to H.R. 4763, 
the Financial Innovation and Technology for 
the 21st Century Act, does not contain any 
congressional earmarks, limited tax bene-
fits, or limited tariff benefits as defined in 
clause 9 of rule XXI. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 

Under clause 3 of rule XII, 

PT-11. The SPEAKER presented a petition 
of Northern Marianas Commonwealth Legis-
lature, relative to House Resolution No. 23- 
15, to recognize and call for an immediate de- 

escalation and cease-fire in Israel and occu-
pied Palestine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your 

name. Today, give special energy, in-
sight, and patience to the Members of 
this body. Strengthen them against re-
lentless pressures from constituents, 
lobbyists, and special interests, as You 
give them wisdom to resolve their dif-
ferences without rancor or bitterness. 
Lead them in the way of compromise 
that doesn’t sacrifice principle or self- 
respect and that preserves timeless val-
ues, which serve the common good. 
May their consistent communion with 
You radiate on their faces, be expressed 
in their character, and be exuded in 
positive joy. 

Lord, fill this Chamber with Your 
spirit and our Senators with Your 
strength, courage, and peace. We pray 
in Your gracious Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 21, 2024. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

BORDER ACT OF 2024—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 397, S. 
4361. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 397, S. 
4361, a bill making emergency supplemental 
appropriations for border security and com-
batting fentanyl for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. I send a cloture mo-
tion to the desk. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair 
lays before the Senate the pending clo-
ture motion, which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 397, S. 4361, 
a bill making emergency supplemental ap-
propriations for border security and combat-
ting fentanyl for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes. 

Charles E. Schumer, Christopher Mur-
phy, Richard J. Durbin, Tammy 
Duckworth, Tammy Baldwin, Cath-
erine Cortez Masto, Brian Schatz, 
Mark R. Warner, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, 
Debbie Stabenow, Gary C. Peters, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Angus S. King, Jr., Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Christopher A. Coons, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Jack Reed. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—H.R. 8369 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I un-
derstand that there is a bill at the desk 
that is due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 8369) to provide for the expedi-
tious delivery of defense articles and defense 
services for Israel and other matters. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I 
would object to further proceeding. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

f 

BORDER ACT OF 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, for 
years, our Republican colleagues have 
insisted that the only real long-term 
solution to fixing the southern border 
was for Congress to pass legislation. 
We Democrats agree: Congress must 
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act. We need to fix the border and re-
form immigration to make it fairer 
and more humane. 

This week, Republicans will have an 
opportunity to join us in taking action. 
A few moments ago, I filed cloture on 
the motion to proceed to the bipartisan 
Border Act, the same bill negotiated 3 
months ago by the bipartisan group of 
Senators MURPHY, SINEMA, and 
LANKFORD. 

The Senate will vote on this bipar-
tisan border bill on Thursday. Last 
night, the President called both Leader 
MCCONNELL and Speaker JOHNSON and 
urged them to go forward with our bill. 
All those who say we need to act on the 
border will get a chance this week to 
show they are serious about fixing the 
problem. 

Unlike H.R. 2, the bipartisan Border 
Act was written explicitly to win sup-
port from both parties with input—sig-
nificant input—from both sides. The 
Border Act is an exercise in legislating; 
H.R. 2 is not. 

When Republicans pushed H.R. 2, it 
couldn’t even get a single Democratic 
vote here in the Senate, much less all 
Senate Republicans, for that matter. 
That was not a serious bill. What we 
are voting on this week is serious. 

It is the same bipartisan bill both 
sides negotiated for months last win-
ter. It is the same bill endorsed by the 
National Border Patrol Council, a very 
conservative group; by the Chamber of 
Commerce; and by the very conserv-
ative Wall Street Journal editorial 
page. 

By any objective measure, it is 
strong and realistic, and, most impor-
tantly, a bipartisan proposal. If our bi-
partisan bill was good enough to win 
the support of the union that rep-
resents border agents, why isn’t it good 
enough for Senate Republicans? Are 
Senate Republicans saying they know 
better than our agents patrolling the 
border? I hope that is not true. I hope 
our Republican colleagues are ready to 
join us. 

I will be clear: We don’t expect every 
Democrat or every Republican to come 
out in favor of this bill. That is why, as 
I have said before, the only way to pass 
this bill or any border bill is with 
broad bipartisan support. 

If you go by what Republicans said 
over the last few months, you would 
think they would leap at an oppor-
tunity like the one we have right now. 
In the words of Speaker JOHNSON, ‘‘The 
time to act on [the border] is yester-
day.’’ In the words of my colleague 
from Texas, ‘‘It makes no sense to me 
for us to do nothing when we might be 
able to make things better.’’ And in 
the words of my colleague from South 
Carolina, ‘‘To those who think that if 
President Trump wins . . . that we can 
get a better deal—you won’t.’’ And he 
added, ‘‘This moment will pass. Do not 
let it pass.’’ 

Well, I wholeheartedly agree. We 
should not let this moment pass. Bor-
der legislation is just about the hardest 
thing Congress ever wrestles with. Bi-

partisan border bills are rare opportu-
nities here in Congress. That is pre-
cisely why we have it in front of us this 
week. I urge everyone not to let the 
politics get in the way. 

f 

ABORTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, now, 
on abortion, shortly, I will join Sen-
ators MURRAY, BALDWIN, KELLY, and 
some of the Nation’s leading reproduc-
tive rights activists to highlight the 
terrible consequences of repealing the 
protections of Roe v. Wade. 

The MAGA Supreme Court repealed 
Roe nearly 2 years ago. It will go down 
as one of the worst—if not the worst— 
Supreme Court decisions of modern 
American history. In one fell swoop, 
MAGA radicals on the Court made it so 
that our children and grandchildren 
will sadly grow up with fewer civil lib-
erties than those who came before 
them. 

Repealing Roe was tragic. It was 
alarming. It was outrageous, but it 
didn’t happen in a vacuum. It happened 
because Senate Republicans packed our 
courts with hard-right judges, plucked 
right out of the Federalist Society 
checklist. It happened because Donald 
Trump appointed not one, not two, but 
three MAGA Justices, all who voted to 
overturn Roe. Remember what Donald 
Trump said a few weeks ago? He was 
‘‘proud’’ to be the person who paved 
the way to overturn Roe. 

And after Roe was eradicated, MAGA 
radicals opened the floodgates for dra-
conian and cruel bans for women’s 
choice across America. And we know 
this is just the beginning. 

Does anyone seriously doubt that 
should Trump become President again, 
he won’t try to add even more extreme 
jurists to the bench so he can continue 
his assault on women’s reproductive 
freedoms? Of course, he will. And the 
Republican Senators, if past is pro-
logue, are likely, unfortunately, to go 
along. If Donald Trump and MAGA Re-
publicans get into power, the hard 
right will not rest until a national 
abortion ban becomes the law of the 
land. Mark my words, that is the direc-
tion that they will take America in. 

House Republicans already included 
the national abortion ban in their re-
cent Republican Study Committee 
budget. Remember, the Republican 
Study Committee includes a majority 
of House Republicans and their leader-
ship. 

Roe may be gone, but, sadly, the hard 
right’s obsession with eliminating re-
productive rights is not. Make no mis-
take, Republicans will have to answer 
for their anti-abortion records today, 
tomorrow, and at the ballot box in No-
vember. 

f 

GUN SAFETY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on 
guns, 2 years ago, serious-minded 
Democrats and serious-minded Repub-
licans came together to pass the most 

significant bipartisan gun safety bill in 
30 years. We passed several new, com-
monsense rules in our gun safety bill, 
including rules closing dangerous loop-
holes on background checks. And I sa-
lute so many of my colleagues—led by 
CHRIS MURPHY and KYRSTEN SINEMA— 
who helped make this happen. 

Yesterday, those rules on background 
checks were supposed to go into effect, 
but, sadly, MAGA extremists had other 
plans. Instead, MAGA extremists ex-
ploited our justice system and put our 
background check reforms on ice. How 
did they do it? By taking their case to 
their favorite judge in the country, in 
the Northern District of Texas, to 
rubberstamp a nationwide injunction. 

The decision out of Texas is terrible 
for America for two reasons: First, the 
decision out of Texas is another con-
sequence of judge shopping, a deeply 
unfair practice which jaundices the 
whole fairness and support a judicial 
system has where radicals—rightwing 
MAGA radicals—all but guarantee a fa-
vorable outcome by going to a judge of 
their choice, often in jurisdictions 
where there is only one sitting judge in 
that local division, guaranteeing a fa-
vorable audience and guaranteeing a 
favorable outcome. 

No one had any doubt when these 
rightwing anti-gun safety groups went 
to this one judge—the very same judge 
who knocked out mifepristone—no one 
had any doubt what decision they 
would receive. 

Judge shopping jaundices our legal 
system like few other abuses do. I have 
introduced a bill to rein in judge shop-
ping, and I hope both sides can work 
together on this legislation to restore 
fairness to the judicial system. 

If not, we are going to see injustice 
after injustice, a slanted judicial sys-
tem, leaning in favor of hard-right 
radicals imposing its will on the rest of 
the Nation. And the courts will have 
less and less respect because of it. 

I urge the Judicial Conference—they 
agree judge shopping is bad, forum 
shopping is bad, but they are doing 
nothing to implement it. They should. 

But second, maybe even worse, the 
decision out of Texas means MAGA 
radicals have temporarily succeeded in 
blocking commonsense gun safety 
measures and making our communities 
less safe. There were outrages in 
Uvalde, in Buffalo. 

And, finally, the Congress, in a bipar-
tisan way, enacted the strongest gun 
safety laws in decades, ever since prob-
ably I passed the Brady Law and as-
sault weapons ban—those were my bills 
in the House—in 1994. 

And now people are less safe—less 
safe—because people who shouldn’t 
have guns, young people, are getting 
them. Closing loopholes on background 
checks help keep guns out of the hands 
of people who shouldn’t have them. 

Keeping dangerous weapons out of 
the hands of dangerous people should 
be something both sides can agree on. 
But, sadly, MAGA Republicans and the 
rightwing gun lobby thinks the oppo-
site. And with forum shopping, they 
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can almost automatically get their 
way at least in the district courts. 

f 

PACT ACT 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-

nally, on the PACT Act, this is some 
good news. Today, President Biden will 
announce some very good news. It is 
very good news for our Nation’s vet-
erans. The Biden administration has 
now approved over 1 million claims 
from over 880,000 veterans still suf-
fering from burn pit exposure thanks 
to our PACT Act. 

When we passed the PACT Act 2 
years ago, it was the most significant 
expansion of veterans’ healthcare bene-
fits in generations. It sent a message to 
our veterans suffering from cancer, 
lung disease, and other ailments from 
burn pits that we are here for you. I am 
glad to see the PACT Act is delivering 
on its promise and helping our veterans 
to get the care and benefits they de-
serve. 

And like the gun bill I mentioned be-
fore and like the IRA and like the 
Chips and Science bill, it reminds us, 
when Democrats led in the House, led 
in the Senate, and had the Presidency, 
we got so much done for the American 
people. 

f 

FARM BILL 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, on the 

farm bill, later this week, House Re-
publicans on the House Committee on 
Agriculture intend to mark up their 
version of the farm bill that I believe 
falls terribly short. 

The farm bill is one of the most im-
portant pieces of legislation that Con-
gress works on, with consequences that 
affect tens of millions of Americans 
and a broad range of interests, from 
farmers, both big and small, to nutri-
tion advocates, to climate champions 
and rural development advocates who 
rebuild local economies and create 
jobs—lots of jobs—in rural America. 
Some of these agriculture programs 
have helped rural parts of Upstate New 
York over and over again. 

A good farm bill represents all of the 
interests I just mentioned. So passing a 
farm bill has always been—and must 
be—bipartisan, but, once again, the 
path MAGA-right House Republicans 
are taking with their farm bill breaks 
with the bipartisan tradition, which 
has always enshrined the ag bill. A 
purely partisan bill that departs from 
the longstanding spirit of bipartisan 
cooperation, unfortunately, will not 
have a future in the Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FDIC 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, FDIC Chairman Mark 
Gruenberg announced he was prepared 
to step down from his position and ex-
pressed pride in maintaining public 
confidence in the Nation’s banking sys-
tem. Unfortunately, there is little such 
confidence in his ability to foster a 
safe working environment for the 
Agency’s employees. 

But despite alarming reports about 
rampant sexual harassment, abuse, and 
retaliation at the FDIC, Senate Demo-
crats in positions to insist on change 
have actually pulled their punches. In-
stead of calls for Mr. Gruenberg’s 
prompt resignation, we have heard ev-
erything from confidence in his ability 
to lead change at the Agency to deli-
cate suggestions that the President 
nominate a new Chair. 

The senior-most members of the 
Banking Committee apparently can’t 
bring themselves to call a spade a 
spade. Surely, their reluctance has 
nothing to do with the FDIC’s line of 
succession, which would fill a vacancy 
with the Agency’s distinguished Vice 
Chair, who happens to be a Republican. 

Surely, our colleagues won’t play 
politics in the face of such glaring fail-
ures of leadership at a major regu-
latory authority. The Senate’s over-
sight responsibility is serious business. 
I hope our colleagues in the majority 
are up to the task. 

f 

BORDER SECURITY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
another matter, yesterday, the Demo-
cratic leader once again tipped his cap 
to President Biden for what he de-
scribes as ‘‘many actions’’ in ‘‘recent 
weeks’’ to secure the southern border, 
which leads me with a couple of ques-
tions: First, what took the President 
so long? And, second, why isn’t he tak-
ing the actions we know would actu-
ally begin to address the crisis that he 
actually invited? 

The reason I ask is because time 
matters here. The cost of an average 
day of avoidable crisis at the border is 
measured in thousands of apprehen-
sions of illegal arrivals and the inter-
diction of lethal drugs like fentanyl. 

And if that is not alarming enough, 
consider the story reported earlier this 
month of the catch-and-release of a 
military-age male who spent 2 years 
free in the interior of the country be-
fore he was detained for alleged affili-
ations with ISIS-K. 

Of course, everything I have men-
tioned so far we only know because the 
Border Patrol was able to stop it. But 
think about what border officials know 
they are not catching—the known 
‘‘got-aways.’’ 

For 10 years before President Biden 
took office, under administrations of 
both parties, an average of about 
125,000 people per year successfully 
crossed the southern border and es-
caped into the interior. On the Biden 
administration’s watch, in fiscal years 
2021 through 2023, the average tally of 
known ‘‘got-aways’’ is 550,000—from 
125,000 to more than half a million. 

President Biden’s Press Secretary 
says this administration has ‘‘done 
more . . . than anybody else’’ to secure 
the border. But if you wanted to make 
that claim true, you would say this 
President has done more than anyone 
else to make the tough jobs of CBP and 
other law enforcement personnel even 
tougher. 

In fact, one sobering new report sug-
gests that contending for years with a 
historic humanitarian and security cri-
sis without effective enforcement au-
thorities is taking a heavy toll on the 
men and women of the Border Patrol. 
The rate of suicide among CBP per-
sonnel is three times higher than it 
was a decade ago. As one agent told re-
porters, ‘‘when it turned out that the 
job became nothing more than proc-
essing and releasing these people, that 
was very hard to take.’’ 

Going soft on border security may 
have started as just a shortsighted 
campaign strategy. A reckless debate- 
stage promise to ‘‘surge’’ asylum seek-
ers to the border might have been just 
a cynical play to court leftwing voters, 
but after 3 years on the job, President 
Biden’s failure to perform one of the 
most basic functions of his office isn’t 
endearing. It is not some impressive 
sign of leftwing bona fides. 

It is a glaring, avoidable failure, a 
profound moral embarrassment, and 
even Washington Democrats are begin-
ning to recognize it as a tremendous 
political liability. The American peo-
ple are telling poll after poll that they 
are alarmed by the border crisis and 
want to see real solutions. 

Fortunately, the quickest way for 
the President to start undoing the 
damage he invented is to restore and 
use the authorities he already has at 
his disposal, like ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ 
and border wall construction. Any of 
our Democratic colleagues who recog-
nize that the President must act ought 
to start telling him so. 

It is time for the Biden administra-
tion to start exercising its immense 
authority to restore sanity and start 
cleaning up the mess at our southern 
border. The time for distractions is 
long, long past. 

f 

STUDENT LOANS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, on 
one final matter, speaking of the fail-
ure to discharge basic responsibil-
ities—the Biden administration’s De-
partment of Education. 

Around the country, high school sen-
iors and their parents are still reeling 
from delays and processing errors in a 
botched rollout of the Free Application 
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for Federal Student Aid. Families have 
had to make tough decisions ahead of 
enrollment deadlines with incomplete 
information. 

One such parent described the frus-
tration she and her daughter were fac-
ing back in April: 

She’s supposed to decide by the end of this 
month and pay her housing deposit, but we 
can’t commit to anything until we know 
what the financials look like. 

It certainly makes one wonder: What 
are all those bureaucrats at the Edu-
cation Department up to if they can’t 
complete a fundamental part of their 
job? Unfortunately but unsurprisingly, 
the answer seems to be spending time 
and taxpayer dollars on activities that 
run contrary to the Department’s man-
date. 

The first of these activities, as I have 
discussed before, is student loan social-
ism. Of course, the Supreme Court 
made it clear that this scheme is ille-
gal, and basic common sense tells us it 
is profoundly unfair both to folks who 
opted not to pursue a 4-year degree and 
to those who worked through college 
and paid their own bills. But President 
Biden has continued undeterred. Last 
month, his administration proposed a 
new rule to allow the Secretary of Edu-
cation to cancel additional student 
debt for certain borrowers. It is esti-
mated this will cost taxpayers nearly 
$150 billion. 

But the Department’s illegal non-
sense doesn’t stop there. Unelected bu-
reaucrats are also trying to rewrite 
title IX of the Civil Rights Act. The 
Biden administration apparently wants 
to take a law that was designed to pro-
mote equal opportunities for women in 
education and make it do the exact op-
posite. This rule would require States 
and educational institutions to aban-
don biological sex as the determinant 
in program decisions and use so-called 
gender identity instead, and institu-
tions that refuse to comply would lose 
access to Federal funding. More than 25 
States have already sued to overturn 
this absurd rule, but the damage to the 
Department of Education’s reputation 
is already done. 

High school seniors and parents have 
already had to make college choices 
without crucial financial aid informa-
tion. Working taxpayers are already 
footing the bill for the highest earning 
segments of the Washington Demo-
crats’ base. Laws that enacted protec-
tions for women are already being used 
to violate those same protections. It is 
shaping up to be a banner year for the 
Biden administration bureaucrats. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Krissa M. 
Lanham, of Arizona, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Arizona. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

BORDER ACT OF 2024 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, April 

border numbers came out last week, 
bringing us up to more than 11⁄2 million 
migrant encounters at the southern 
border so far in fiscal year 2024—11⁄2 
million in just 7 months. 

Between official U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection encounters and 
known ‘‘got-aways’’—which are indi-
viduals the Border Patrol saw but were 
unable to apprehend—we are closing in 
on a staggering 10 million migrant en-
counters at our southern border under 
President Biden. That is substantially 
more than the population of New York 
City. In fact, it is more than the popu-
lation of all but the largest U.S. 
States, if you can believe that. And 
there are still 8 more months in the 
President’s term. 

After 3 years of half measures, deflec-
tions, and outright ignoring the raging 
crisis at our Nation’s border, the Presi-
dent and Democrats appear to have fi-
nally woken up to the fact that their 
border crisis might be a major political 
liability for them in the upcoming 
election. 

Fear for their election prospects is 
doing what 3 years of chaos at the 
southern border could not, and that is 
get them focused on illegal immigra-
tion—sort of, because the vote on bor-
der legislation the Democrat leaders 
announced for this week isn’t really 
about addressing illegal immigration; 
it is about giving the American people 
the impression that Democrats care 
about illegal immigration. 

If the Democrat leader were serious 
about addressing the crisis at our 
southern border, he would be bringing 
up legislation that actually stood a 
chance of making it out of both Houses 
of Congress and to the President’s 
desk, but he is not. Instead he is bring-
ing up a vote that he knows will fail in 
the hope of giving political cover to 
vulnerable Democrats and with the 
side benefit, he hopes, of putting Re-
publicans in a difficult spot—political 
theater at its finest. 

If the Democrat leader goes through 
with this vote this week, he should ex-
pect some difficult conversations. Per-
haps he would like to explain why, if 
Democrats are so concerned about ille-
gal immigration and securing the bor-
der, they have repeatedly banded to-
gether this year to oppose—to oppose— 

commonsense amendments that came 
to the floor. 

You would think that if Democrats 
were really worried about addressing 
the illegal immigration crisis, they 
might have supported Senator BLACK-
BURN’s motion to allow State and local 
law enforcement to detain criminal il-
legal aliens for ICE to deport them. Or 
Senator LANKFORD’s amendment to 
prohibit funding from being used to re-
lease special-interest aliens—those are 
individuals who may pose a threat to 
the United States—during legal pro-
ceedings. Or Senator HAGERTY’s 
amendments to prevent taxpayer dol-
lars from being used to fly illegal im-
migrants into the United States or to 
have them count in the census. The list 
goes on. 

It is hard to understand why anyone 
would oppose such commonsense meas-
ures, and yet all Democrats did. So it 
is just a little hard to swallow their 
newfound enthusiasm for border secu-
rity. 

Needless to say, it is not just Demo-
crats in Congress scrambling for polit-
ical cover. The President is also des-
perately trying to make himself appear 
serious on the border. Two weeks ago, 
the Department of Homeland Security 
proposed a rule to expedite the depor-
tation of criminals and terrorists. But 
if the President thought this would 
make him look serious on border secu-
rity, he was wrong because the Presi-
dent’s new order is a reversal of his 
own policy, which was established ear-
lier in his administration. That is 
right. The only reason the President 
had to finally allow for the immediate 
deportation of criminals and terrorists 
is because his administration had cre-
ated a situation that allowed these in-
dividuals to stay in the country in the 
first place. 

Look, I am glad President Biden is 
making a small attempt to clear up 
part of the mess he has made, but I am 
afraid the ‘‘Vote for me; I am cleaning 
up the historic disaster I have created’’ 
may not be the most convincing elec-
tion slogan. 

Let’s be very clear. We are here 
today with 3 successive years of record-
breaking illegal immigration at our 
southern border because of President 
Biden. On the day he took office, the 
President began dismantling the border 
security policies of his predecessor 
that, I might add, had been working. Il-
legal immigration began surging in re-
sponse, and it has never stopped. 

So while I appreciate that my Demo-
cratic colleagues would like to make it 
seem like this is a congressional mat-
ter in order to take the President off 
the hook and put Republicans on it, 
the truth is, we don’t need congres-
sional action to fix the crisis at our 
southern border. President Biden cre-
ated this border crisis, and he can end 
it today using the very same authority 
he used to dismantle so many border 
security policies when he became 
President. 

We have 5 more months until elec-
tion day, and I suspect this won’t be 
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the last attempt by Democrats to try 
to convince people that they want to 
address illegal immigration. But after 
3-plus years of a Democrat-created bor-
der crisis, will the American people 
really believe—really believe—that the 
arsonists who started the fire are real-
ly serious about putting it out? 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

PADILLA). The Senator from Wisconsin. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I come 

to the floor today to speak to the same 
topic that my distinguished colleague 
from South Dakota was talking about. 
He called what was going to happen 
over the next couple of days here polit-
ical theater. That is pretty accurate. A 
political stunt. Political cover. A cha-
rade. Instead of actually securing the 
border, that is what Democrats in Con-
gress, that is what President Biden— 
that is all they are interested in, be-
cause, as my colleague mentioned, 
President Biden has all the authority 
he needs to secure the border. 

But I want to spend a little bit of 
time here talking about the bipartisan 
bill that has been reintroduced that we 
will be voting on again on Thursday, 
although it failed very quickly because 
it literally was worse than doing noth-
ing. 

But I think the first point to be made 
is—so the American public under-
stands—when President Biden and 
Democrats in Congress talk about se-
curing the border, they are not talking 
about securing the border the way 
most Americans think about it, like 
actually securing the border. What 
they are talking about is: How do we 
make it more efficient to encounter, 
process, and disperse illegal immi-
grants who are coming to this country 
with invalid asylum claims? How can 
we encounter them, process them, and 
disperse them as efficiently as pos-
sible? That is what they are talking 
about. So don’t be fooled when they 
talk about securing the border. 

Proof positive of that is, one of the 
lead Democrat negotiators in this bi-
partisan bill—let me give the exact 
quote. He said the bill requires the 
President to funnel asylum claims to 
the land ports of entry when more than 
5,000 people cross a day. That is not 
called securing the border; that is just 
sending the flow someplace else. Then 
the Senator went on and said: The bor-
der never closes. 

So, again, when Democrats talk 
about securing the border, they are 
talking about more efficiently encoun-
tering, processing, and dispersing peo-
ple; they are not talking about secur-
ing the border. 

I want to start—to prove my point 
that they were never serious in these 
negotiations other than looking for po-
litical cover—with this quote that the 
majority leader gave to POLITICO a 
day or two after that border bill failed. 
The majority leader said: 

We were playing chess, they were playing 
checkers, and we ended up with a Ukraine 
bill. 

He also went on to say: 
We also end up in much better shape on the 

border than we were three months ago. 

I will come back to this, but let me 
hit the points now. If you were really 
negotiating in good faith, if those ne-
gotiations failed, would you literally 
rub your negotiating partner’s nose in 
the failure by claiming: We were play-
ing chess, those knuckleheads were 
playing checkers, and we got exactly 
what we wanted? I would argue that is 
not the sign of a good-faith negotia-
tion. 

Then, if you were really interested in 
securing the border, you would never 
make that statement: ‘‘We . . . end[ed] 
up in . . . better shape on the border 
than we were three months ago.’’ Bet-
ter shape on the border would have 
been actually passed enhanced author-
ity for the President to actually secure 
the border. 

The majority leader thinks he is in 
better shape on the border because he 
got the political cover he sought, 
which was his only goal in those nego-
tiations. 

Let me spend just a little bit of time 
describing why that bill was far 
worse—and I mean far worse—than 
doing nothing. 

This is the border chart I have been 
producing since I became chairman of 
Homeland Security in 2015. This shows 
monthly totals of encounters on the 
southwest border. 

You can see, back here in 2014—I 
have recreated that right here—that 
President Obama, when he hit 2,000 
people a day, declared that a humani-
tarian crisis. And President Obama was 
correct; it was a humanitarian crisis. 

Now, the solution back then was we 
started detaining people. We started 
clamping down. We built a new deten-
tion facility. President Obama actually 
had success in reducing the flow until a 
court reinterpreted the Flores settle-
ment agreement and said that that ap-
plied to not only unaccompanied chil-
dren, forcing their release in 20 days; it 
also applied to children accompanied 
by their parents. 

That was the one court decision that 
did weaken a Presidential authority. 
But the fact of the matter is, even with 
that weakened Presidential authority, 
because of DACA, which sparked all 
this, when President Trump faced his 
border crisis—almost 5,000 people a day 
in 1 month—he used the Presidential 
authority that the Supreme Court, in 
its 2018 decision talking about the Im-
migration and Nationality Act, said 
that current law exudes deference to 
the President in every clause. It en-
trusts to the President decisions 
whether and when to suspend entry, 
whose entry to suspend, for how long, 
and on what conditions. It thus vests 
the President with ample power to im-
pose entry restrictions in addition to 
those elsewhere enumerated in the Im-
migration and Nationality Act. 

So obviously President Trump was 
able to use existing authority. He 
closed the border in 12 months—12 

months—not through any help by Con-
gress passing a law; by using that au-
thority where the Supreme Court said 
the law exudes deference to the Execu-
tive. 

Well, when President Biden came 
into office, he blew the border wide 
open. How? He did it by using that 
exact same Executive authority that 
exuded deference to the President. He 
used that deference, he used that au-
thority, and he blew open the border, 
and we see the catastrophe that has re-
sulted. 

Now, the problem with this bill is it 
codifies most of President Biden’s open 
border policy. It sets thresholds at 
5,000, at 4,000, and I will talk about 
those in greater detail. But thresholds 
to do what? Supposedly to secure the 
border. No, it doesn’t really secure the 
border. Again, it sends those individ-
uals to the ports of entry to have their 
asylum claims adjudicated in a Rube 
Goldberg-type situation. It spends al-
most $20 billion, this bill—$20 billion— 
primarily, again, to accomplish the 
Democrats’ definition of securing the 
border, which is to more efficiently en-
counter, process, and disperse illegal 
migrants who do not have valid asylum 
claims. That is what this bill does. It 
builds more detention facilities. It 
hires a small number of Border Patrol 
agents—425—but it hires over 4,000 asy-
lum officers to, again, adjudicate these 
claims. 

And they use a new standard now. It 
goes from a significant possibility that 
these claims are valid to a reasonable. 
I am sorry; I don’t see much distinc-
tion there. So, again, these asylum of-
ficers are going to be given all kinds of 
discretion. These adjudications are now 
going to be done by asylum officers, 
not by immigration judges. 

So I see nothing in this bill that in 
any way, shape, or form forces a higher 
standard. It is all subjective. And 
under this administration, the subjec-
tiveness of that I can pretty well guar-
antee you will continue the catas-
trophe. 

It pays for more detention beds. It 
pays for alternates to detention, which 
has never worked effectively. But, 
again, $20 billion of money we don’t 
have. 

Now, when President Trump secured 
the border, he didn’t have additional 
funding for that. He didn’t have addi-
tional Customs and Border Protection 
agents. He used his policies. He used 
his Executive authority—‘‘Remain in 
Mexico.’’ You can’t come to this coun-
try and claim asylum; you have to do 
it from your home country or stay in 
Mexico to do it. That was a huge deter-
rent, and the flow stopped with safe 
third country agreements. There were 
other things. Again, using that Execu-
tive authority, he secured the border. 
We didn’t need an immigration bill— 
certainly not this Rube Goldberg bill 
that spends $20 billion that we don’t 
have. 

Rather than spending all that money 
to encourage more illegal immigrants 
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to come to this country, we ought to 
stop the flow, and then we wouldn’t 
have to spend the money. Doesn’t that 
make a whole lot more sense? Do what 
President Trump did: Actually stop the 
flow. But, again, that is not what this 
bill does. 

I think the worst aspect of this bill— 
and this is why I always talk about it 
is worse than doing nothing—is not the 
5,000 average migrants a day, which 
was—I mean, that is what this would 
look like if we just normalized 5,000 or 
4,000. You are just codifying the open 
border. The 5,000 threshold makes it 
mandatory that the President sup-
posedly secure the border. Again, it 
doesn’t really define that. I would 
argue that doesn’t even secure the bor-
der. But it is the 4,000 discretionary 
threshold—that, when average migra-
tion, I think, over 7 days reaches 4,000 
a day—a massive number—now the 
President, it says, has discretion to 
stop processing asylum claims and sup-
posedly secure the border. 

Well, why is that problematic? Well, 
again, the Supreme Court said the cur-
rent law exudes deference. President 
Trump had the authority. By Congress 
passing a law basically implying the 
President doesn’t have the authority to 
stop processing asylum claims, you are 
weakening that authority. And even 
worse, that discretionary authority 
ends after 3 years. So that bipartisan 
bill would actually dramatically weak-
en the authority of a President who is 
actually serious about securing the 
border. 

That is why that bill had to be de-
feated and must be defeated now. It is 
not a serious attempt. It is a bill that 
was negotiated in bad faith, with the 
Democrats supposedly playing chess 
and, unfortunately, our side playing 
checkers. 

Again, it doesn’t have to be this com-
plex. Use current authority. Take a 
look at what Trump did. Do that. Don’t 
spend additional money. Stop the flow. 
That ought to be our goal. 

So, again, most Republicans in the 
Senate conference, we weren’t looking 
for an immigration bill. We certainly 
weren’t looking for one that weakened 
the President’s authority. We would 
have been happy to strengthen the 
President’s authority. We would have 
been happy to clarify—by the way, 
Obama’s Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, Jeh Johnson, completely dis-
agreed with the court decision on the 
Flores settlement. We would be happy 
to clarify that, no, Flores only applies 
to unaccompanied children. We have 
that deterrence. We could follow the 
law to detain people who came to this 
country illegally. We would be happy 
to strengthen authority. 

What we were looking for in a border 
bill was to have an enforcement mech-
anism that would force President Biden 
to use the authority he has to actually 
secure the border based on our defini-
tion of securing the border, the way 
most Americans view securing the bor-
der. Stop the flow of illegal migrants 

that has caused a clear and present 
danger to this Nation. I could go 
through the list of horribles—the drug 
traffickers, the human traffickers, the 
sex traffickers, the members of some of 
the most brutal gangs in Mexico, South 
and Central America, the military-age 
men coming into this country. We are 
going to be dealing with this catas-
trophe for decades—for decades; the 
rapes, the murders that are being com-
mitted by people in this country who 
shouldn’t be here that have been facili-
tated by this open border policy. 

Again, Republicans would be happy 
to strengthen the President’s authority 
to actually secure the border. What we 
are not happy to do is engage in this 
charade. 

Let me end on this note again: Is this 
the quote of someone who has entered 
into good faith negotiations to develop 
a bill to actually secure the border? 
This is the majority leader of the Sen-
ate, the one who is going to engage in 
political theater again this week, 
bringing up the exact same bill that 
has already failed. It failed in the eyes 
of the public within 24 hours after the 
introduction, it was so bad. It was 
worse than doing nothing. But the ma-
jority leader seemed to be pretty happy 
with that failed bill: 

We were playing chess, they were playing 
checkers, and we ended up with a Ukraine 
bill. 

That is what they wanted. Their pri-
mary focus, their priority, was pro-
viding $60 billion to a bloody stale-
mate, which, by the way, a couple of 
days after that thing passed, the ad-
ministration was already indicating, 
well, that is probably not going to be 
enough. Even though the majority 
leader came out of the White House 
and said: This is simple. Ukraine gets 
$60 billion, they win. If they don’t get 
$60 billion, they lose. 

This is a disingenuous quote of a bad- 
faith negotiating partner. But it is also 
the quote—if you look at the last sen-
tence there—of somebody who is not 
looking to secure the border but was 
looking for political cover. That is all 
he wanted. That is all the Democrats 
wanted. That is all President Biden 
wants: political cover. 

We also end up in much better shape on the 
border than we were 3 months ago. 

Again, the bill didn’t pass. I am glad 
it didn’t. It would have been worse 
than doing nothing. But they didn’t get 
a bill to supposedly secure the border. 
And he is happy about it? He has a big 
old Cheshire Cat grin on his face: We 
were playing chess, they were playing 
checkers, we got exactly what we 
wanted. And $60 billion to secure an-
other country’s border, and we can 
keep our border wide open. We can 
allow this flood of illegal migrants 
coming to this country. We don’t care. 
We want an open border. We know it 
causes problems. All we want is polit-
ical cover, and we got it. 

We are in a lot better shape passing 
nothing; not strengthening the Presi-
dent’s authority to close the border; 

not having enforcement mechanisms to 
force President Biden, who wants an 
open border, to use the authority to se-
cure the border. No. They got a bill 
that they are going to bring up again. 
It will fail. They are going to play po-
litical theater. They are going to use 
political cover. And they are just 
happy as a lark. They think they have 
political cover. 

I am hoping that the American pub-
lic is paying attention to this charade, 
to this political theater, and recognizes 
that President Biden and his colleagues 
in the Democratic Congress want an 
open border. They caused this problem, 
and they will do nothing to secure it. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
Mr. CASSIDY. I ask unanimous con-

sent the Senate start the scheduled 
vote early. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 599, Krissa 
M. Lanham, of Arizona, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Arizona. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Alex Padilla, Amy Klobuchar, Jack 
Reed, Tina Smith, Tammy Duckworth, 
Richard Blumenthal, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Peter Welch, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Raphael G. Warnock, 
Laphonza R. Butler, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Krissa M. Lanham, of Arizona, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
District of Arizona, shall be brought to 
a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the 
Senator from Montana (Mr. TESTER) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), 
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
SCHMITT). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 66, 
nays 27, as follows: 
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[Rollcall Vote No. 173 Ex.] 

YEAS—66 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—27 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—7 

Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 

Menendez 
Schmitt 
Shaheen 

Tester 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 66, the 
nays are 27. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:53 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. LUJÁN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

NOMINATION OF KRISSA M. LANHAM 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today, 

the Senate will vote to confirm Krissa 
Lanham to the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Arizona. 

Born in Bangkok, Thailand, Ms. 
Lanham received her B.A., summa cum 
laude, from Yale University and her 
J.D. from Yale Law School. She then 
served as a law clerk, first for Judge 
Robert N. Chatigny on the U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the District of Con-
necticut and then for Judge Barry G. 
Silverman on the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit in Phoenix. 

In 2009, Ms. Lanham began working 
as an assistant U.S. attorney in the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District 
of Arizona. She has served as appellate 
division chief since 2020, after pre-
viously serving as deputy appellate 
chief, human trafficking coordinator, 
and medical marijuana coordinator. 
She also serves as the Ninth Circuit 
representative to the Department of 
Justice’s Appellate Chiefs Working 
Group. 

Ms. Lanham has represented the 
United States in more than 500 Federal 

prosecutions, and she has represented 
the United States and its Agencies in 
more than 50 civil cases. She has tried 
nine Federal criminal cases to verdict, 
including six jury trials. 

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Ms. Lanham as ‘‘well 
qualified’’ to serve on the District of 
Arizona. She has deep ties to Arizona, 
and she enjoys the strong support of 
both of her home State Senators, Ms. 
SINEMA and Mr. KELLY. 

At Ms. Lanham’s confirmation hear-
ing, Senator SINEMA highlighted Ms. 
Lanham’s commitment to public serv-
ice and noted how she looked forward 
to Ms. Lanham’s continued service to 
the Nation as a district judge. I also 
look forward to Ms. Lanham’s contin-
ued service, and I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting her nomina-
tion. 

VOTE ON LANHAM NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Lanham nomination? 

Mr. PETERS. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. HAS-
SAN), the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ), the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the 
Senator from Montana (Mr. TESTER) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), 
and the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
SCHMITT). 

The result was announced—yeas 66, 
nays 26, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 174 Ex.] 

YEAS—66 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—26 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 

Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 

Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Rubio 
Scott (FL) 

Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 

Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—8 

Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 

Menendez 
Sanders 
Schmitt 

Shaheen 
Tester 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). Under the previous order, the 
motion to reconsider is considered 
made and laid upon the table, and the 
President will be immediately notified 
of the Senate’s actions. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant executive clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 600, Angela 
M. Martinez, of Arizona, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Arizona. 

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin, 
Alex Padilla, Amy Klobuchar, Jack 
Reed, Tina Smith, Tammy Duckworth, 
Richard Blumenthal, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret 
Wood Hassan, Peter Welch, Sheldon 
Whitehouse, Raphael G. Warnock, 
Laphonza R. Butler, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Angela M. Martinez, of Arizona, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
District of Arizona, shall be brought to 
a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER), 
the Senator from New Hampshire (Ms. 
HASSAN), the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ), the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN), and the 
Senator from Montana (Mr. TESTER) 
are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY) and the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 64, 
nays 29, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 175 Ex.] 

YEAS—64 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 

Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 

Hoeven 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:40 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21MY6.001 S21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3790 May 21, 2024 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Risch 

Romney 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 

Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—29 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Grassley 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Lummis 
Paul 
Ricketts 

Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—7 

Booker 
Hagerty 
Hassan 

Hawley 
Menendez 
Shaheen 

Tester 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 64, the nays are 29. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Angela M. Mar-
tinez, of Arizona, to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Ari-
zona. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the confirma-
tion vote on the Martinez nomination 
occur at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, May 
22, 2024, and that the cloture motions 
filed during yesterday’s session ripen 
upon disposition of the Martinez nomi-
nation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that if a motion to 
proceed to S.J. Res. 58 is made, the mo-
tion to proceed be agreed to and that 
at 6 p.m., the joint resolution be con-
sidered read a third time and the Sen-
ate vote on passage of the joint resolu-
tion, with all other provisions of the 
previous order remaining in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re-
sume legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Minnesota. 
RURAL PROSPERITY AND FOOD SECURITY ACT 

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to voice my support for the 
Rural Prosperity and Food Security 
Act, which is the strong, bipartisan 
farm bill proposal that has been put 

forward by our colleague from Michi-
gan, Senator STABENOW, chair of the 
Agriculture Committee. 

Chair STABENOW’s framework reflects 
more than 2 years of work and out-
reach and contains more than 100 bi-
partisan bills, and it puts the 2024 farm 
bill back on track for being signed into 
law this year. As Chair STABENOW says, 
this farm bill is designed to keep farm-
ers farming, families fed, and rural 
communities strong. 

The farm bill touches nearly every 
aspect of life, and it touches the life of 
nearly every American. It is a big, 
complicated piece of legislation, but at 
its core, it does three things. 

The first is that it governs how nutri-
tion assistance, like SNAP, works for 
42 million Americans, including 2.5 
million rural residents. 

The second thing is that it sets the 
rules for how farm and forestry pro-
grams work, including conservation 
and risk management tools like crop 
insurance, animal health, research and 
education, and forestry and timber. 

Third, it drives rural development by 
supporting rural broadband, housing, 
childcare, and rural energy so that 
rural America can be strong, pros-
perous, and competitive. 

For many years, the farm bill has 
bucked the tide of partisanship in Con-
gress by finding common ground, pro-
viding stability and predictability to 
farmers, ranchers, and rural commu-
nities, and by sustaining nearly 23 mil-
lion jobs across the country. 

And why does it pass with such broad 
bipartisan support? Because we have 
all agreed in Congress to support what 
I think of as the three pillars of the 
farm bill: nutrition assistance, farm 
and conservation programs, and rural 
development. 

This has been the grand bargain of 
Congress—that we agree together to 
keep each of these pillars strong, and 
then you can pass the bill. If you weak-
en any of these pillars, then a bipar-
tisan farm bill just doesn’t stand. 

Colleagues, this grand bargain will be 
the recipe for success for the 2024 farm 
bill as well. So I want to spend a few 
minutes talking about where we have 
agreement and what more we need to 
do to pass a strong bipartisan bill. 

Chair STABENOW released her pro-
posal in early May, and, just this week, 
the House Agriculture Committee will 
mark up Chair THOMPSON’s farm bill 
proposal. While Chair THOMPSON should 
be commended for including many pro-
posals with broad bipartisan support, 
his bill significantly weakens nutrition 
and conservation programs. This un-
dermines the grand bargain that is nec-
essary to pass a bipartisan bill. 

Here is what I am talking about 
when it comes to nutrition programs: 
Almost 45 million Americans live in 
homes that don’t have regular access 
to affordable food. Almost all of these 
households are working families or sen-
iors or people who are living with dis-
abilities. This is interestingly and es-
pecially a rural issue. Households in 

rural areas are even more affected. Of 
the top 10 counties facing the greatest 
food insecurity in this country, 9 are 
primarily in rural areas. 

So Chair STABENOW’s proposal, which 
I support, strengthens nutrition assist-
ance. It makes certain that nutrition 
assistance now and into the future is 
going to meet the needs of Americans 
by making sure that monthly stipends 
are enough so that families can afford 
the food that they need. 

I want to just note that it is not as 
if people are getting lots and lots of 
money here. I think the average cost 
for a family—the average benefit of a 
family—is somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of $6 a day. So we are not talking 
about a lot of money per person. 

In contrast, the House Republicans’ 
proposal prevents nutrition assistance 
from keeping pace with food costs. 
What does that mean for a family that 
is relying on SNAP benefits, for exam-
ple? The Congressional Budget Office 
estimates that the House Republicans’ 
farm bill could result in a $30 billion 
cut to SNAP over the next decade. This 
is going to hurt people. It is not going 
to help them. It won’t work, and it 
won’t pass with bipartisan support. 

Simply put, any farm bill proposal 
that weakens nutrition assistance now 
or in the future can’t pass Congress. 

The foundational farm bill risk man-
agement, research, and conservation 
programs—those foundational pro-
grams—are also incredibly important. 
They should be strengthened and not 
weakened in the next farm bill. 

To that end, Chair STABENOW’s farm 
bill includes many bipartisan provi-
sions that I have fought for, along with 
many of my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle. It updates and improves crop 
insurance and other USDA programs so 
that they work better, especially for 
small and beginning farmers and farm-
ers from more diverse backgrounds. I 
am thinking, in Minnesota, of Native 
farmers, of Black, Hmong, and Latino 
farmers, and of farmers who are recent 
African immigrants. 

It is interesting that, across the 
country and in Minnesota, the average 
age of farmers and ranchers in America 
is 58 to 60 years old. So it is essential 
for the future of our food system and 
for agriculture and farming that crop 
insurance is going to work for the next 
generation of farmers taking over, and 
that is what Chair STABENOW’s bill 
does. 

I want to also note that Senator STA-
BENOW’s farm bill maintains the sugar 
program, which is so important to Min-
nesota’s sugar beet farmers. The U.S. 
sugar policy runs at zero cost to tax-
payers. What it does is to just simply 
make sure that American farmers can 
compete on a fair playing field against 
subsidized foreign sugar. 

Senator STABENOW’s farm bill also in-
cludes updates to the Dairy Margin 
Coverage Program that we established 
in the 2018 bill. I expect this is impor-
tant to the Vermont dairy farmers, as 
it is important to Minnesota’s dairy 
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farmers. It basically provides them 
with an additional tool to help them 
manage the inevitable ups and downs 
in the sector in which they are com-
peting. 

When it comes to what we need to do 
around conservation, Senator STABE-
NOW’s farm bill also protects the trans-
formational conservation and climate- 
smart laws that we passed in the Infla-
tion Reduction Act. 

Now, you don’t need to tell Min-
nesota farmers that climate change is 
real. They see it every day in the grow-
ing intensity of the storms and 
droughts and fires and floods that they 
contend with. They also appreciate 
that better support for conservation 
programs for working farm and ranch 
land is good for their bottom line and 
improves their resilience. American 
family farmers are good stewards of 
their land, and Federal conservation 
programs need to support them. 

Climate-smart conservation means 
healthier soil and less need for expen-
sive inputs. It is a win for farmers, for 
rural communities, and it is a win for 
the fight against climate change. It is 
also true that we need to get a better 
understanding of and be able to meas-
ure better how farming and ranching 
practices are working to sequester car-
bon and improve soil health. 

So I appreciate Chair STABENOW’s 
work to include ideas from my bipar-
tisan bill with Senator YOUNG of Indi-
ana to work on this and to help farmers 
identify best practices to make their 
farms more resilient and to combat cli-
mate change at the same time. 

Now is not the time to dismantle or 
weaken conservation and climate- 
smart agriculture efforts. This is why 
proposals in Chair THOMPSON’s bill in 
the House to strip out the climate- 
smart guardrails within our conserva-
tion programs—I mean, that just won’t 
work, and it will not get the bipartisan 
support that the farm bill needs. 

Both Republicans and Democrats, I 
know, appreciate the importance of a 
strong rural development title in the 
farm bill. I want to touch on that for a 
minute as well. 

Small towns and rural places are cre-
ative. They are entrepreneurial. They 
are diverse, wonderful places to live 
and to raise a family. They produce our 
food and our energy. They are hubs of 
manufacturing, small business, edu-
cation, healthcare, the arts, and cul-
ture. The farm bill needs to support 
them, and that is what Chair STABE-
NOW’s framework accomplishes. 

This farm bill has a strong energy 
title, including reauthorizing REAP. 
That is the Rural Energy for America 
Program, which helps ag producers and 
small businesses design and build 
projects to improve energy efficiency 
and to build out new renewable energy 
sources. This is good, of course. It cre-
ates jobs, it reduces energy bills, and it 
cuts greenhouse gas emissions. 

So I am glad that improvements and 
updates I pushed for are included in the 
chair’s framework. I am also glad to 

see included proposals that I support 
and have worked on to increase 
childcare options and to improve 
broadband. People living in rural areas 
and in Tribal communities should not 
be stuck with slow internet speeds that 
folks in the cities would never put up 
with. This farm bill mandates faster 
minimum speeds for USDA broadband 
programs. That is what I pushed for in 
the work that I have done as well. 

Over the last several years, many in-
dividuals and groups have done excel-
lent work to develop a strong farm bill, 
so as I conclude, I want to particularly 
note the excellent work and advocacy 
of the Native Farm Bill Coalition. This 
is over 170 Tribes and Native groups 
that have worked together to improve 
how USDA and farm programs work 
with Tribal governments and Native 
producers, from farming and ranching 
to nutrition programs, rural develop-
ment, and forestry. 

This is incredibly important work, 
especially because, too often, Native 
voices have not been heard in this pol-
icy development. In 2018, the farm bill 
changed that. Under Chair STABENOW’s 
leadership, the 2018 farm bill included 
over 60 provisions that benefited Indian 
Country. This was a huge success, and 
we learned a lot from that. This next 
farm bill has to continue that progress. 

Members of the Native Farm Bill Co-
alition are visiting Washington just 
this week to testify to our responsi-
bility in Congress, as defined in our 
treaty and trust obligations, to include 
Native farmers and Tribal governments 
in decisions about agriculture and for-
estry. We need to listen to them. It is 
actually our obligation to listen to 
them and to right the wrongs that have 
been perpetrated since the beginning of 
Federal farm and nutrition policy and 
long before. 

Tribal self-governance is an essential 
step here. Self-governance—what it 
does is it recognizes that Tribal na-
tions’ authority to administer Federal 
programs—they have that authority 
within their own communities, and it 
recognizes that. This is not a new idea; 
it has worked successfully for over 30 
years and is widely seen as one of the 
most successful Federal Indian policies 
that we have moved forward. It works 
because it recognizes that Tribal gov-
ernments are in the best position to 
know what their communities need, 
and they know best how to deliver for 
them. 

This is called 638 authority. Folks 
may have seen this on the buttons of 
people walking around the hallway 
talking about 638 authority. What it 
comes from is the Indian Self-Deter-
mination and Education Assistance 
Act. It says that Tribes can have the 
authority to plan and conduct and ad-
minister Federal programs. 

The 2018 farm bill created several 
self-governance pilot projects in for-
estry and in nutrition programs. These 
were very successful, and they should 
be made permanent. Chair STABENOW’s 
bill does this, along with also including 

many other provisions to recognize and 
respect the role of Tribal governments 
and Native producers. 

We can do more, and we should. With 
expanded self-governance authority, 
Tribal nations will be able to build food 
systems that address food insecurity. 
They will be able to increase access to 
indigenous foods and to use indigenous 
knowledge for forest management and 
to support strong Tribal economies. 
Tribal leaders often say ‘‘Nothing 
about us without us.’’ This value must 
guide us as we pass a 2024 farm bill. 

I will continue to stand with Native 
leaders so that we can continue to 
make progress and pass the very best 
farm bill possible—one that respects 
our responsibilities to Tribes and to 
Native people; one that keeps farmers 
farming, families fed, and rural and 
Tribal communities strong. 

We have a lot more work to do, but 
we have made progress, and I am ready 
to keep up the work with my Demo-
cratic and Republican colleagues to 
pass a farm bill that delivers on this 
promise. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 2 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, this week, 
Majority Leader CHUCK SCHUMER is 
bringing up the failed border bill that 
the Senate already rejected in Feb-
ruary, all on a political ploy to give 
vulnerable Democrat Senators up for 
reelection camouflage to hide their 
real views on the border. 

That failed border bill is nothing but 
a fig leaf that pretends to do something 
about border security but wouldn’t ac-
tually secure the border. In fact, if it 
became law, it would make the prob-
lem worse. 

This Democrat bill would codify 
catch-and-release. It would put into 
Federal law Joe Biden’s policy of re-
leasing illegal aliens into this country. 
That is the cause of the open border 
crisis we have right now. It would nor-
malize 5,000 illegal immigrants a day. 
That works out to 1.8 million illegal 
immigrants a year every year, year 
after year, forever. It would provide 
immediate work permits to illegal 
aliens when they cross the border ille-
gally, and it would provide many of 
them with taxpayer-funded lawyers. 

Not only is the bill by design utterly 
ineffective at securing the border, it is 
designed to fail. In fact, we can quan-
tify mathematically the chances this 
bill has of passing the House of Rep-
resentatives, and those chances are 0.00 
percent. 

There is, however, a bill that we 
know would actually secure the border 
and would do so right now. It would put 
real penalties in place to end catch- 
and-release and to defund the NGOs 
that are a critical part of the human 
trafficking network. That bill is H.R. 2. 
H.R. 2 has already passed the House of 
Representatives. I am proud to lead 
H.R. 2 here in the Senate. 
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If the Democrats want to do the re-

sponsible thing that would actually se-
cure the border, we would pass H.R. 2, 
but instead the Democrats deliberately 
want this border crisis to continue— 
every single Democrat Member of this 
body. We know this because every one 
of them has voted over and over and 
over again against policies to actually 
secure the border. 

When Joe Biden came into office, he 
inherited the lowest rate of illegal im-
migration in 45 years. All President 
Biden had to do was nothing—just 
don’t screw it up—but instead he delib-
erately broke the system. 

He made three decisions his first 
week in office that caused this crisis: 

No. 1, he immediately halted con-
struction of the border wall. 

No. 2, he reinstated the disastrous 
policy of catch-and-release—the policy 
the Democrats now want to put into 
Federal law. 

No. 3, he pulled out of the incredibly 
successful ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ agree-
ment. The ‘‘Remain in Mexico’’ agree-
ment is what had produced the lowest 
rate of illegal immigration in 45 years. 

And what happened? We went from 
incredible success of securing the bor-
der to immediately the worst illegal 
immigration in our Nation’s history. 
Over 11 million illegal immigrants 
have come into this country under Joe 
Biden and the Democrats. It is an inva-
sion. It is larger than the population of 
more than half of our States. 

Now, why on Earth would the Demo-
crats turn a blind eye to the people 
who are suffering and dying? Why 
would they turn a blind eye to the body 
bags, to the 853 migrants who died last 
year crossing illegally? Why would 
they turn a blind eye to the children 
being brutalized by human traffickers? 
Why would they turn a blind eye to the 
women being sexually assaulted by 
human traffickers? Why would they 
turn a blind eye to the more than 
100,000 Americans who died last year of 
drug overdoses? Why would the Demo-
crats turn a blind eye to the families, 
to the children being murdered by ille-
gal immigrants whom Joe Biden is re-
leasing? The answer, sadly, is that they 
see every one of these 11 million illegal 
immigrants as future Democrat voters. 
It is a cynical decision that in order to 
stay in power, it is fine for people to 
suffer and die. 

In just a moment, I am going to pro-
pound a unanimous consent request to 
take up and pass H.R. 2. When I do so, 
we will have a moment of decision. All 
the Democrats have to do for this to 
pass is nothing—just like Joe Biden. 
All Joe Biden had to do at the begin-
ning of his Presidency to not break the 
border was nothing, just keep in place 
the policies that were working. 

When I ask for unanimous consent to 
pass this bill, if the Democrats do 
nothing, it will pass the Senate and go 
immediately to President Biden’s desk, 
and he can sign it into law. 

I am going to predict right now we 
are going to hear two magic words 

from the Democrats. We are going to 
hear the words ‘‘I object’’ because they 
object to securing the border. They ob-
ject to stopping this invasion. They ob-
ject to standing up to the cartels. They 
object to protecting the American peo-
ple. 

But before I do that, I want to yield 
to my colleague from Kansas, Senator 
MARSHALL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 
want to thank the Senator from Texas 
for leading the charge up here to secure 
our border. 

Since day one, Joe Biden has allowed 
the cartels to have operational control 
of our Nation’s border, exploiting every 
weakness and pushing deadly fentanyl 
into our communities, killing over 300 
Americans every day. 

I rise today to join my colleague in 
calling for unanimous consent for H.R. 
2, the Secure the Border Act, which the 
House passed over a year ago and has 
sat languishing here on this side of the 
Capitol, waiting for a hearing, waiting 
for a vote. 

Time after time, the President and 
his administration have shown us that 
our national security is an after-
thought. We are facing unprecedented 
times. 

Under this President’s watch, over 11 
million illegal aliens are here now on 
U.S. soil, and instead of taking any 
real measures to address the crisis, he 
is doubling down. 

With just 6 months until the election 
now, the left wants you to believe they 
have suddenly stumbled upon a solu-
tion to the border crisis they created. 
In the news this week, we will see the 
Democrats’ bait-and-switch tactics. 
And I want to remind the American 
people to watch what the majority 
leader and this administration do, not 
what they say. They have no serious 
solution. They know it. That is why it 
is painfully obvious that the stunts 
being pulled here this week are politi-
cally motivated. 

Americans across the heartland are 
feeling unsafe due to Joe Biden’s wors-
ening border crisis. Even a State like 
Kansas is now a border State. Fentanyl 
is flooding into our communities across 
the State, claiming a life most every 
day and now is the leading cause of 
death among young adults in America. 

Joe Biden’s border crisis has resulted 
in over 300 known terrorists being ap-
prehended in the past year for attempt-
ing to cross the southern border. Addi-
tionally, over 35,000 Chinese nationals 
and thousands of individuals from 
countries like Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, 
and Syria have crossed through our 
southern border. 

We are in a sad state of affairs when 
our foreign adversaries are paying clos-
er attention to our vulnerabilities at 
our borders than the President of the 
United States. Even our own FBI is 
sounding the alarm, now warning that 
because of this invasion, we are on high 
alert for a terrorist attack in the com-
ing months. 

I stand today with a clear message 
for this Chamber: It is time to do what 
is right for the American people, not 
politically motivated messaging stunts 
that aren’t serious or sincere to the 
people who have been victims of the 
Biden administration’s lawlessness. 

We have a solution to secure our bor-
ders, a proposal that could go to the 
President’s desk today. Let’s pass the 
Secure the Border Act, H.R. 2. This leg-
islation tightens asylum standards. It 
builds a wall. It increases Border Pa-
trol agents. And it ends catch-and-re-
lease. It passed over in the House over 
a year ago, but the majority leader re-
fuses us to take a vote in the Senate. 

If Senate Democrats were truly seri-
ous about securing our borders, enforc-
ing the rule of law, and protecting our 
Nation’s sovereignty, they would stop 
wasting time and take up H.R. 2 today. 

Without secure borders, we cannot 
ensure our Nation’s safety. This na-
tional security crisis is unprecedented, 
and we have thoughtful, real solutions 
to address it immediately. Americans 
deserve to feel safe in their own homes. 
This half-baked, so-called border bill is 
an insult to Laken Riley and her fam-
ily and every other American citizen 
who has been victimized by crimes 
committed by someone who should not 
be in this country. 

Even the lead Democrat architect of 
the so-called border bill has said flat 
out this legislation does not close the 
border. You can quote him. It does not 
close the border. That is all the Amer-
ican people need to hear to see how fast 
and loose the Democrat Party is will-
ing to play with our national security. 

This is a campaign stunt for the can-
didates you have in battleground 
States who are on political life sup-
port, and no grandstanding in Wash-
ington this week will change that fact. 

I would like to yield back to the Sen-
ator from Texas. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, now is the 
moment when we will discover whether 
or not the Senate will pass real and 
strong legislation to secure the border. 
Again, all the Democrats have to do to 
send H.R. 2 to the President’s desk to 
be able to be signed today is nothing. 
And so let’s listen for those magic 
words. The two magic words that would 
kill this bill are ‘‘I object.’’ Let’s hear 
if that is what the Democrats have to 
say. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the im-
mediate consideration of Calendar No. 
71, H.R. 2; that the bill be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The majority whip. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, reserv-

ing the right to object—now, for the 
rest of the story. 

Last October, President Biden had a 
major piece of legislation that provided 
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assistance to Ukraine in its battle 
against Vladimir Putin. It provided as-
sistance to Israel, assistance to Tai-
wan, and a massive amount of humani-
tarian aid. It was bipartisan, we 
thought. 

Then the Republicans, particularly in 
the Senate, stepped up and said: We are 
not going to consider any bill like that 
unless you attach something to deal 
with our border, border security. 

Well, we said: How are we going to 
achieve that? They gave us a formula 
that they wanted. They wanted to have 
their lead negotiator, the Senate Re-
publicans did, one of our colleagues, 
Senator JAMES LANKFORD of Oklahoma. 
JAMES LANKFORD is a certified conserv-
ative—I am sure he would be happy to 
be called that—and a person I respect a 
great deal. He is a man of principle, 
and he was in charge of negotiating on 
the Republican side. 

So they asked us: Whom do you 
want—the Democrats—to negotiate? 
We said: CHRIS MURPHY of Connecticut 
and KYRSTEN SINEMA, an Independent 
Democrat from Arizona. The three of 
them went to work in October of last 
year, and they worked on this for 
weeks, months. It went back and forth, 
and it looked many times like it was 
hopeless; we couldn’t reach an agree-
ment. 

Lo and behold, they did. They came 
up with a bill, a bill that massively 
changed the way we manage the bor-
der. They brought it to the White 
House, this bipartisan bill, and they 
said to Joe Biden: This bipartisan bill, 
will you support it? He said: I will. 

So we had a perfect formula: a bipar-
tisan bill and a Congress with a Demo-
cratic Senate and a Republican House 
and a President of the United States 
who says: I will sign it. 

So what happened next? That is the 
best part. Many of the Republicans 
didn’t take yes for an answer because 
we had this bipartisan bill, the archi-
tect being the Republican Senator of 
their choice. They decided to ask one 
man whether they should go forward. 
Want to guess who it was? Donald 
Trump. 

Donald Trump said: No. I am sorry. I 
don’t want to see this issue go away. I 
want to be able to work on this issue as 
part of my Presidential campaign in 
the year 2024. So I am telling you right 
now, stop that bill; stop that bipartisan 
bill. Don’t vote for it. And he said: If 
you want to know, you can blame me. 
Go ahead and blame me for stopping 
the bill. 

That is what he said. That is a quote. 
It is on the record. I saw him say it. 
And in fact, most of the Republicans, 
except for a handful on the other side 
of the aisle, then decided that the 
Lankford bipartisan bill was no longer 
acceptable because Trump said it was 
unacceptable. 

And that is what happened. And so 
that bill died and didn’t go forward. 
And, unfortunately, we know the re-
ality, as I mentioned earlier, is that 
any immigration bill that has a ghost 
of a chance needs to be bipartisan. 

This bill would prohibit funding for 
processing individuals who arrive at 
our border between ports of entry. 
Think about that. The bill would pro-
hibit funding for processing individuals 
who arrive at our border between ports 
of entry. This would prevent Border 
Patrol agents from executing their du-
ties and essentially create an open bor-
der in between ports of entry. 

This bill would also dramatically 
limit the use of parole programs that 
the Biden administration and prior ad-
ministrations—Republicans and Demo-
crats—have relied on for emergencies. 

I am proud to represent the city of 
Chicago. There is a section of that city 
called Ukrainian Village. It is in the 
Near North. I have been there many 
times. I have been to their churches. I 
have been to their schools. I have been 
to their bakeries, as you can tell. I 
really like that section of Chicago, and 
a lot of Ukrainian Americans live 
there. 

When we decided to help the refugees 
from the Ukrainian war, under Presi-
dent Biden and others, we said that we 
would give them an opportunity to 
come to the safety of the United States 
while the war was pending. In the city 
of Chicago, we estimate that 36,000 
Ukrainians came to Chicago. We basi-
cally said to them: If you can find a 
family to sponsor you, we will give you 
a work permit, and you can stay here 
while the conflict continues in your 
country. 

They were absorbed into the Chicago 
and Illinois and the Midwest economy 
without a ripple. They are hard-work-
ing people, good people. They were ac-
cepted in the churches and the 
schools—their kids went to school 
there—and they really contributed to 
the Chicago scene. They have done a 
great job. 

Well, the authority of a President 
like Biden to make that decision for 
Ukrainian refugees is removed by this 
bill. This authority has been relied on 
by the executive branch for decades in 
emergency situations. The evacuation 
of hundreds of thousands of Viet-
namese allies in the 1970s and the evac-
uation of thousands of Iraqi Kurds in 
the 1990s would be eliminated by this 
bill. 

This partisan legislation only re-
ceived Republican votes—not a single 
Democratic vote. This partisan legisla-
tion also includes many provisions that 
are completely unrelated to border se-
curity; for example—listen to this one. 
How about this. Want to put this in a 
comprehensive border bill? It would 
prohibit funds from being used by the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
purchase electric vehicles for the Agen-
cy’s law enforcement agents. What in 
the heck is that all about? 

This bill would also impose manda-
tory electronic employment verifica-
tion, known as E-Verify, on every sec-
tor of the American economy. 

I left a meeting in my office with a 
person representing farmworkers in the 
State of North Carolina. Do you know 

what percentage of farmworkers in 
America working today, going out and 
harvesting the crops and fruits and 
vegetables, are undocumented? Fifty 
percent. Fifty percent are undocu-
mented today. So this bill would im-
pose mandatory E-Verify and would in-
clude the agriculture industry and 
these undocumented workers. Fifty 
percent of agriculture workers would 
be unable to work. 

What would that do to our food sup-
ply chain? I can tell you, it would come 
to a grinding halt, and it would dra-
matically increase food prices. Hear 
that, America? This provision by the 
junior Senator from Texas would raise 
food prices on its own. Massive con-
sequences for American families. 

This bill is so extreme, there was a 
bipartisan opposition to it in the House 
of Representatives. Under close scru-
tiny, this bill is simply not a serious 
effort to secure our border. It would 
harm our economy and make our coun-
try less safe and less secure. 

The bipartisan bill which Donald 
Trump and many of the Senate Repub-
licans killed would have worked to 
move us in the right direction. We ear-
lier had an opportunity to vote on this 
legislation that would have actually 
helped us on the border. Though I had 
some concerns about it, I thought it 
was a genuine bipartisan effort I could 
support. 

I was disappointed but hardly sur-
prised that the vast majority of my Re-
publican colleagues, including the jun-
ior Senator from Texas, who is making 
this motion today, voted against it— 
this bipartisan bill, with JAMES 
LANKFORD’s leadership on the Repub-
lican side, rejected out of hand by Re-
publicans in the Senate. 

It is no surprise to me the junior 
Senator did that. The only time we 
brought a bipartisan, comprehensive 
immigration bill to the floor, he voted 
against that too. It is no surprise. 

This bill, written by the Senate Re-
publicans’ designated negotiator, Sen-
ator LANKFORD of Oklahoma, endorsed 
by the National Border Patrol Council, 
the union that represents Border Pa-
trol agents—the Speaker of the House 
declared it dead on arrival in the House 
before the text was even released. 

We can only fix our broken immigra-
tion system if we do it on a bipartisan 
basis. Nobody gets their way around 
here. You have to work for com-
promise. It is clear that the House Re-
publicans are unwilling to help secure 
the border under those terms. Instead, 
they want to maintain the crisis at the 
border to help score political points for 
their favorite candidate for President. 

Instead of a symbolic and failed ef-
fort to pass bipartisan bills that won’t 
actually address challenges, let’s work 
together on a bipartisan basis. Let’s 
start with the Lankford bill. That is 
where the opportunity will be on the 
floor. If you want to change it, let’s 
amend it. For goodness’ sake, let’s 
start with a bill that we agreed was 
going to be the starting point not too 
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long ago, before Donald Trump made 
his pronouncement, one that supports 
our frontline law enforcement officials, 
addresses the needs of the economy, 
provides a path to citizenship for 
Dreamers and immigrant farmworkers, 
and lives up to our Nation’s legacy of 
providing safe harbor to refugees flee-
ing for their lives. 

The American people are tired of par-
tisan bickering over immigration. 
They want us to work together to se-
cure our border, support our economy, 
and stand by America’s fundamental 
principles. 

Proudly, I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, well, I 

would like to say I am surprised, but I 
am not. It is worth, though, pausing to 
reflect both on what the Senator from 
Illinois said and what he didn’t say. 

What he didn’t say: He didn’t dispute 
the point I made about this Democrat 
bill they are having a show vote on 
later this week. He didn’t dispute that 
this bill codifies catch-and-release; 
that it puts into Federal statute Joe 
Biden’s lawless practice of releasing il-
legal immigrants when they are appre-
hended. He didn’t dispute that. 

He didn’t dispute that this bill would 
normalize 5,000 illegal immigrants a 
day, 1.8 million illegal immigrants a 
year, every year, forever. He didn’t dis-
pute that either. 

He didn’t dispute that this bill would 
give illegal immigrants who are appre-
hended immediate work permits. He 
didn’t dispute that. He didn’t dispute 
that this bill would give many of them 
taxpayer-funded lawyers. And he also 
didn’t dispute a point I have made 
many other times, though I didn’t just 
make it, that it would give billions of 
dollars to the NGOs that are part of the 
human trafficking network; that it 
would fund the people trafficking mil-
lions into this country. 

He didn’t dispute any of that. In-
stead, he said the standard Democrat 
line, which is: Trump, Trump, Trump. 
Trump is the bad guy. It is all Trump’s 
fault. 

And I get that, in Democrat circles, 
Trump is the bogeyman. But there is a 
simple fact. When Donald Trump was 
in the White House and when he was 
actually working to secure the border, 
we had the lowest rate of illegal immi-
gration in 45 years. When Joe Biden 
and the Democrats are in charge, we 
have the highest rate of illegal immi-
gration in American history. That is a 
fact. And all the political smoke and 
mirrors from the Democrats can’t hide 
that fact. 

But it is also interesting what he did 
say. He gave these epic words about 
Chicago welcoming immigrants. And 
he is right. Our country was built by 
legal immigrants, by people following 
the law, coming here the right way. My 
father came as an immigrant from 
Cuba. There is a right way to come fol-
lowing the rules. 

I found it striking, though, that when 
he was saying how much Chicago loves 
illegal immigrants, that he somehow 
omitted that the mayor of Chicago has 
declared an emergency because of the 
crisis of illegal immigrants flooding 
into the city of Chicago; illegal immi-
grants taking resources from the resi-
dents of Chicago; being housed in Chi-
cago O’Hare Airport. 

We are seeing illegal immigrants in 
places like New York City being put in 
public schools and throwing Americans 
out of their facilities. The mayor of 
New York City—again, a liberal Demo-
crat like the mayor of Chicago—has 
said illegal immigration is a crisis that 
is destroying New York City. And yet 
Senator DURBIN told us, in essence, the 
Democrats are the party of open bor-
ders. 

He said farmworkers—we can’t get 
anyone to work on the farm unless we 
have those open borders. Apparently, 
in the Democrats’ view, Americans are 
lazy and don’t want to work and the 
only way to grow our food is to open 
our borders to a full-on invasion. Lis-
ten, if some people have to die, if peo-
ple have to get murdered by criminals 
and gangbangers released by Demo-
crats day after day after day, that is an 
acceptable price to the Democrats. 

Because, if you listen to his criticism 
of H.R. 2, you know what he said? Well, 
the people who are here illegally, they 
wouldn’t be able to work. My God, it 
would stop illegal immigration. That is 
his objection. That is the Democrats’ 
objection. They object to this bill be-
cause it would do what they say they 
want to do. And the truth is, they don’t 
want to do that. 

Joe Biden could secure the border 
today. He broke the border by unilat-
eral action. Nothing prevents him from 
reversing those three decisions, from 
ending catch-and-release today. He 
won’t do it. He doesn’t want to do it. 
And every Democrat in this Chamber 
supports those open border policies. 

(Mr. MARKEY assumed the Chair.) 
I am going to close by observing the 

very real victims of the Democrats’ 
open border policies. There are some 
Democrat policies that are victimless. 
This is not one of them. 

We have heard a lot about Laken 
Riley, but it is worth reflecting on 
what exactly happened to her, because 
the murderer who murdered her came 
from Venezuela illegally, and we 
caught him. We had him. He was appre-
hended in El Paso, TX. All Joe Biden 
had to do was follow the law. If he fol-
lowed the law, what would he have 
done with an illegal immigrant from 
Venezuela? He would have put him on a 
plane and flown him back. But he 
didn’t do that because Joe Biden and 
the Democrats have decided they want 
open borders. Instead, they released 
this illegal immigrant. They let him 
go. Now, what did he do? He went to 
New York City, and we caught him 
again. He committed another crime. 
This time, he endangered the safety of 
a child. New York City caught him. 

They arrested him. And what did New 
York have to do? All they had to do 
was follow the law and put him in jail. 
You know what, if they had done that, 
Laken Riley would still be alive. By 
the way, if Joe Biden and the Demo-
crats had followed the law, Laken 
Riley would still be alive. But New 
York City is a sanctuary city, so they 
let him go again. 

The murderer came down to Georgia, 
and Laken Riley—a beautiful 22-year- 
old woman, a nursing student—she 
went out jogging for what she thought 
was going to be a beautiful day and 
this murderer, this illegal immigrant 
the Democrats had released over and 
over again, picked up a brick and beat 
her to death. Mr. President, that is 
happening every week. 

Another name you don’t hear Demo-
crats say is Jeremy Caceres. Jeremy 
Caceres is a beautiful 2-year-old boy. 
He was murdered in Prince George’s 
County, MD, just a few miles from 
where we are now, by another illegal 
immigrant who Joe Biden and the 
Democrats released. 

Mr. President, I want to finally point 
to a 15-year-old girl in your home 
State, in Boston, MA. Not only is the 
Biden administration allowing a com-
pletely open border and releasing ille-
gal immigrants that are apprehended, 
but they are flying hundreds of thou-
sands of illegal immigrants directly 
from their home countries into Amer-
ica. 

In this case, the Biden administra-
tion flew an illegal immigrant from 
Haiti to Boston, MA. He didn’t try to 
cross illegally. The Biden administra-
tion said: Come on, get on an airplane. 
We will bring you to Boston. You know 
what he did in Boston? He has been ar-
rested now for violently raping a 15- 
year-old girl with severe mental dis-
abilities. 

This is sick. This is grotesque. And 
this is happening day after day after 
day. And we have a bill right now we 
could pass that would stop it. And the 
Democrats’ answer is ‘‘I object.’’ And 
another American is going to be killed 
next week and the week after and the 
week after and the Democrats—all in 
the name of power—are perfectly fine 
with this. 

The good news is, an election is com-
ing. In January 2025, with a new admin-
istration, we will solve this problem. 
We will secure the border. We will stop 
this invasion. And we will protect the 
American people. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 685 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, if my Demo-
cratic colleagues were really serious 
about addressing the crisis unfolding 
on our border, they would demand Sen-
ator SCHUMER immediately take up 
H.R. 2 instead of this counter-
productive and excessively, at best, 
weak bill that would, if anything, only 
make matters worse along the border. 
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Sadly, they are not. We know that by 

their actions—their actions today—ac-
tions we have seen just moments ago. 
We are still encountering close to 
180,000 illegal immigrants at our south-
ern border each and every month. 
Since President Biden took office, 
there have been over 9.5 million illegal 
immigrant encounters nationwide. 
Those are just the ones we know about. 
The actual estimates put it 12 to 13 
million that may have crossed ille-
gally. Over 350 individuals on the ter-
rorist watchlist have been stopped 
while trying to cross the southern bor-
der. Over 27,583 citizens of communist 
China have been encountered at the 
southwest border in the last year 
alone. 

By any metric, this administration 
has no interest in securing our border. 
In fact, quite to the contrary. The data 
suggests this administration wants as 
many illegal immigrants to enter the 
country as possible. My Democratic 
colleagues want us to pretend Repub-
licans are somehow responsible for cre-
ating or prolonging the crisis. Why? 
Because we were unwilling to pass a 
bad immigration bill masquerading as 
a border security bill; a bill that would 
have normalized thousands of illegal 
entries at our border each month. 

I continue to believe that H.R. 2 
would solve most of our most vexing 
problems at our southern border. It is 
not that you have to have new legisla-
tion to fix it, but this would fix it. It 
would fix it because it would cabin 
President Biden’s authority to allow 
this to continue to happen. He doesn’t 
need legislation. He could do this all on 
his own. 

But back to the point. If the Demo-
crats were serious here, that is what 
Democrats would allow us to do is to 
take up and pass H.R. 2. Sadly, that 
offer was rejected moments ago. And so 
trying to find something that will 
work, I am offering a smaller, narrower 
bill; a bill that doesn’t contain all the 
same provisions, but that would help 
alleviate the crisis by closing some of 
the most gaping loopholes in the law 
that are allowing this thing to con-
tinue. Again, cabining the President’s 
discretion, forcing his hand so as to 
make it more difficult for him to per-
petuate this cycle of illegal border 
crossings. 

To be clear, this isn’t the entire an-
swer. But if my Democratic colleagues 
can’t agree to those commonsense re-
forms found in H.R. 2, then if they 
can’t agree to consider these reforms 
that are narrower than I am offering, 
how, honestly, can we take their con-
cern about the border crisis seriously? 

The Stopping Border Surges Act 
would address loopholes in our immi-
gration laws which create some of the 
perverse incentives for illegal immigra-
tion. It would clarify that an adult 
cannot bring a child into this country 
expecting that child to be his or her 
ticket to avoid detention. This bill 
would help eliminate the disturbing re-
cycling of children and babies by 

coyotes and by international drug car-
tels. It would allow all unaccompanied 
children to be returned to their home 
countries, thus ending the incentive for 
parents to send their young children 
here alone. 

Sadly, we see what is happening to 
those children under the supervision of 
the Biden administration and Sec-
retary Mayorkas. They are trafficked 
either into child slavery, sex slavery, 
as drug mules, or some combination of 
the above. 

My bill would require the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services to 
provide the Department of Homeland 
Security with biographical information 
about the persons to whom children are 
released. It would require asylum seek-
ers to apply for and be denied asylum 
in at least one safe country on their 
route to the United States. It would 
combat the Biden administration’s ob-
literation of the credible fear standard 
by tightening that standard back to 
where it should be. The correct applica-
tion of this standard is pivotal to oper-
ation of our asylum system; for it to be 
there for those who need it and are en-
titled to it while protecting it from 
being abused as it has been. It has been 
corrupted over the last 31⁄2 years. More 
recently, it has gotten much, much 
worse. In fact, the Biden administra-
tion has, you might say, destroyed it 
entirely. We must fix it. We have an 
obligation to do so. 

This Stopping Border Surges Act 
would also close loopholes and restrict 
asylum to aliens who present them-
selves at an official port of entry. We 
must eliminate the loopholes, not 
allow this administration to continue 
to expand them and, indeed, to make 
more of them. 

Congress must take back the author-
ity to establish law. We can start that 
today with the Stopping Borders 
Surges Act. Ending the ambiguities in 
our current law will help mitigate the 
situation at the border and prevent un-
accountable bureaucrats from acting 
with impunity as the despots in minia-
ture that they have become to enforce 
their own policy preferences at their 
own will and whim. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
what I am about to do here, which is to 
ask that we consider this bill. Keep in 
mind, just a moment ago, I had col-
leagues offer up to pass by unanimous 
consent H.R. 2. I am offering a nar-
rower, more targeted fix and I am ask-
ing unanimous consent, not that it be 
passed right now, but just we be al-
lowed to consider it. We bring it up, we 
debate it and discuss it, and dispose of 
it with votes. 

To that end, Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. 685 and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DURBIN. Reserving the right to 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois. 

Mr. DURBIN. Recapping, we have a 
bipartisan bill. Republicans in the Sen-
ate said: We have a negotiator here. 
Don’t bring anybody new to the table. 
His name is JAMES LANKFORD. He is a 
conservative Senator from the State of 
Oklahoma. 

I respect him and I like him, and he 
headed up there to negotiate. 

On our side, we had CHRIS MURPHY, 
Senator from Connecticut, and 
KYRSTEN SINEMA, Senator from Ari-
zona, Independent Democratic. The 
three worked, not for weeks, but 
months to put together a bipartisan 
bill. 

The bill that they put together was 
endorsed by the National Border Patrol 
Council. When I heard the stories said 
by the junior Senator from Texas 
about the terrible things that would 
occur if that bill would pass, I won-
dered: Did he consider stopping to talk 
to the Border Patrol agents who en-
dorsed the bill and thought from a law 
enforcement perspective at the border 
that it made sense? 

We were ready to go. We were getting 
a bipartisan bill and it was the begin-
ning of negotiations to do something 
about the border. We need to do some-
thing about the border. 

Then what happened? And this is a 
matter of record. Everyone has seen it, 
all the clips on television. They went 
to the punitive—I guess that is the 
word—Republican candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States, Donald 
Trump, and said: We have a bill, a bi-
partisan bill to consider in the Senate. 
He said: Kill it. Stop the bill. Don’t 
vote for it. I would rather have the 
issue, and I don’t want to give Joe 
Biden any credit for anything. Even 
though we endorsed this bipartisan 
bill, we are going to be against it, and 
everybody who is loyal to me needs to 
vote no. Guess what? Virtually all the 
Republican Senators voted no. 

That was the end of the bipartisan 
conversation about the border. 

Take a look at what is being pro-
posed by my colleague and friend Sen-
ator LEE from Utah. This bill targets 
the most vulnerable people seeking 
safety and protection in the United 
States: children traveling to the 
United States without a parent or 
guardian, families with minor children, 
and asylum seekers fleeing persecu-
tion. 

This bill would strip away protec-
tions for unaccompanied children. It 
would deport many of these kids back 
into the hands of smugglers who ex-
ploit them, keep others in detention up 
to 1 month. Do you know what deten-
tion on the border is for a child? It is 
a cage. I have seen them. That is ex-
actly what would happen. They would 
sit in these cages for a month, keep 
them separated from adults who would 
care for them. 

This bill would require families to be 
detained—‘‘detained’’ is a nice word for 
‘‘incarcerated’’—a failed policy that 
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has disastrous effects on kids and 
doesn’t make the border more secure. 

This bill would impose multiple new 
restrictions on asylum, undermining 
our longstanding, bipartisan commit-
ment to refugees seeking safety. 

The Biden administration is doing 
what it can do now to secure the border 
under our outdated immigration laws. 
The Biden administration endorsed the 
bipartisan bill, which these Republican 
Senators all voted against. The admin-
istration has dramatically increased 
deportations of those who are not eligi-
ble, made tough changes to our asylum 
system, and improved access to lawful 
pathways to deter illegal immigration. 

But, ultimately, do you know whose 
responsibility it is to write this bill? 
Congress’s. Do you know what the best 
starting point is? The bipartisan 
Lankford bill that came to the floor of 
the Senate. That is what we are going 
to offer on the floor. If you want to ne-
gotiate from there, if you want to offer 
amendments to that, be my guest. 
That is what the Senate is all about. 
But the notion by the Senator from 
Utah that this ought to be the starting 
point I think is a bad idea. 

Recently, a bipartisan group of Sen-
ators and the White House negotiated a 
good starting point. It was written by 
their negotiator. I respect him, and I 
think all Members of the Senate 
should. Yet, when it came to a vote, 
the vast majority of Republicans 
wouldn’t support it. 

I just want to close by saying this: 
This is an issue I have worked on for 
my entire career in the Senate. I intro-
duced the DREAM Act over 20 years 
ago. I really believe this is a challenge 
which we can only solve on a bipar-
tisan basis. I think that the Lankford 
bill is a good starting point. 

Let’s come together and work to-
gether on a bipartisan starting point, 
ignore Donald Trump, who says he 
doesn’t want this to move forward, and 
let’s do something the American people 
really want. To aspire to that goal, I 
object to this approach to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Utah. 
Mr. LEE. Mr. President, this is unfor-

tunate. Keep in mind what just hap-
pened here. I asked not that we pass 
this bill but that we move to its con-
sideration, that we be allowed to de-
bate it, discuss it, and ultimately dis-
pose of it through votes after having an 
opportunity to review its merits and to 
consider amendments. That, too, drew 
an objection even though this would 
allow the body to work its will through 
amendments, and we could get to a 
point where perhaps we could agree on 
something. 

Instead, we see absolute fealty 
pledged to this bill, what is being re-
ferred to as the bipartisan bill. Now, 
with all due respect to those who nego-
tiated it, keep in mind, Senators in the 
room were two Members of the Demo-
cratic caucus and one Republican, and 
then you add to that the White House— 

a significant player even if you don’t 
weight the White House as more than 
just one Senator equivalent. Putting it 
generously, this is a 3-to-1 negotiation. 
Yet this negotiation went on for many 
months. During most of that time, 
most of us were unaware of what was 
being discussed. As soon as the details 
started to leak out, as soon as we start-
ed to become aware of them, many of 
us started publicly and privately ex-
pressing our concerns, first in private 
and then in public. 

Look, separate and apart from what 
the 45th President of the United States 
had to say about it, many—I would say 
most of us in the Senate Republican 
conference had already formed our 
opinions and decided to oppose the bill 
based on its own terms long before the 
45th President of the United States 
weighed in on it. Long before Donald 
Trump said a word about this, we were 
concerned. We always would have been 
concerned even had he not weighed in, 
based on the merits of the bill. 

Look, the bill itself didn’t do what it 
was supposed to do, and it kept refer-
ring to one of my colleagues as the des-
ignated authorized representative. 
Well, when you are authorized and des-
ignated as a representative of one or 
more individuals—in this case, 49 indi-
viduals—that still presupposes that 
you are negotiating something con-
sistent with their express desires and 
subject to their approval. 

When at last we became aware of the 
details of it, we decided this is not 
nearly what we talked about, not what 
we ordered, and so we rejected it. 
Again, this was underway long before 
President Trump ever said a word 
about it. So it isn’t accurate to de-
scribe this bipartisan bill—which, by 
the way, at the end of the day, received 
only 4 out of 49 Senate Republicans 
supporting it on the Senate floor. I be-
lieve it would probably receive less 
than that even today. It is minimally 
bipartisan at best. 

Now, as to the suggestion that my 
bill, the Stopping Border Surges Act, 
and bare consideration of it—not just 
that it be passed into law but that we 
be allowed to even consider it—he says 
that it somehow targets vulnerable 
people, including children, for inhu-
mane treatment. Do you know what is 
inhumane? What is inhumane is perpet-
uating a system that incentivizes the 
kidnapping, the renting, the borrowing, 
the leasing, the recycling of children 
for the purpose of creating a ruse by 
which adults can avoid detention, 
sometimes sending the same kids back 
through the system over and over and 
over again as if they were poker chips 
or something like that. Look, children 
are not props. Children certainly are 
not there as currency to facilitate ille-
gal immigration. 

Are there human rights violations? 
Yes. Constantly, incessantly, directly 
as a result of this. Somewhere between, 
I don’t know, 35 percent at the low end 
and 65 percent at the high end of the 
women and girls who are trafficked 

into this country by the drug cartels— 
which are making tens of billions of 
dollars a year under the Biden adminis-
tration’s deliberately lax policy—are 
subjected to rape, to sexual assault, in 
many cases, to sex slavery. 

In many instances, people can’t af-
ford the many thousands of dollars 
they have to pay to the cartels in order 
to be trafficked, so what do they do? 
Well, they work it off. How do they 
work it off? They do what they can, 
what they are told to. In many cir-
cumstances, we know exactly what 
that means. 

So don’t talk to me about this being 
an inhumane bill. This is a bill that 
would stop the inhumanity. This is a 
bill that would tighten the restrictions 
so that this doesn’t happen anymore, 
so that kids aren’t recycled, so that 
they are not kidnapped, sold, borrowed, 
rented, and recycled as props to facili-
tate illegal immigration. 

Anyone who suggests this is humane 
isn’t looking at the reality of the cir-
cumstances and at the lives lost even 
before you get to the Americans whose 
lives have been ended or have ended in 
tragedy or met with tragedy unneces-
sarily by people who should never have 
been in this country to begin with and 
then carry out crimes—some too hei-
nous to describe on the Senate floor. 
Even before you get to those Ameri-
cans who have met tragically with fate 
in those ways, just look at the inhu-
mane treatment received by those who 
are being trafficked. 

The humane thing to do here is not 
to perpetuate this cycle. There is noth-
ing humane about allowing human 
beings to be trafficked on this scale, 
enriching international drug cartels 
whose object is lucre and whose means 
inevitably involve violence. Shame on 
all of us if we don’t do this. Shame on 
the Senate for not being willing. 
Shame on the Senate Democrats not 
being willing today even to consider a 
bill that would bring that to an end. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 4225 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 

rise today to ask this body to imme-
diately consider the Demanding Citi-
zenship in D.C. Elections Act. Right 
now, we have over 11 million illegal im-
migrants here on U.S. soil. That is 
enough to replace the entire population 
of 36 States, including the population 
of Kansas, almost 4 times over. 

When I am back home, I often get 
asked: Why does Joe Biden allow 5- to 
10,000 people to cross our border ille-
gally every day? Why would the Demo-
crats rush millions of people—many 
unvetted—into our country over the 
past 31⁄2 years? Why is our national se-
curity an afterthought? How can the 
President hear Laken Riley’s story and 
the story of so many others who have 
died or been assaulted by the impacts 
of this border crisis and not do any-
thing? How does he sleep at night? 

When I think about his reaction to 
these questions, it becomes very clear 
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what is happening. The President is 
worried about the next election, not 
the next generation and not our na-
tional security. 

Look, this White House has created 
the worst border crisis in our Nation’s 
history and has incentivized the unlaw-
ful crossings at our southern border in 
hopes that these migrants will be fu-
ture Democrat voters, with the expec-
tation that the census, which is based 
upon population, will bring in more 
Democrat seats in Congress, with hopes 
of cooking the books for elections to 
come. 

This is election interference by de-
sign, with the ultimate goal being the 
unravelling of our free and fair elec-
tions by engineering the largest scale 
invasion of our country and turning 
those people out at the ballot box. The 
Democrats are courting these 11 mil-
lion people, including terrorists, dan-
gerous drug cartels, and Chinese na-
tionalists, as future voters. They are 
giving them free healthcare, pricey 
hotel stays, flights, cell phones, and 
more, and reminding them to pay it 
back. Where? At the ballot box. 

If you don’t believe me, look no fur-
ther than what is happening right here 
in our Nation’s Capital, in Washington, 
DC. Illegal aliens are now voting in 
local elections. Let me say that again. 
You can’t make this up. Illegal aliens 
are now voting in local elections in our 
Nation’s Capital. 

Folks, this is just the beginning for 
the DNC and serves as the roadmap 
that they are building to tip the bal-
ance and dismantle the integrity of our 
electoral process across the entire 
country, and that is why I am asking 
this body to consider the Demanding 
Citizenship in D.C. Elections Act im-
mediately. 

Washington, DC, as we all know, falls 
under the jurisdiction of Congress. The 
intent of our Founding Fathers was to 
prevent any single State from gaining 
undue power by hosting the Federal 
Government. With the oversight pow-
ers bestowed on us here in Congress, it 
is our obligation and duty to stop this 
election interference. 

The American people want free and 
fair elections. They want to trust that 
their vote won’t be superseded by the 
millions of illegal aliens that have 
been transported across the United 
States. So I rise today to give my col-
leagues across the aisle the oppor-
tunity to show the American people 
that the Democratic Party believes in 
election integrity and our democratic 
electoral process. If they do, then they 
should have no problem supporting our 
legislation that explicitly states that 
illegal aliens cannot vote in DC elec-
tions. 

Now, some of my colleagues across 
the aisle continue to deny that illegal 
aliens are voting in our elections. For 
the sake of this argument, let’s take 
them at our word. If they say illegals 
are not voting in our elections, then 
what is the harm in passing legislation 
to ensure that it never happens? Let’s 

assure the American people that we 
have the same goal of citizen-only rep-
resentation in our electoral process. 
Now, unfortunately, the left won’t do 
this because they know it is factually 
incorrect, and they need those votes. 

This is election interference by de-
sign, with the ultimate goal being the 
unravelling of our free and fair elec-
tions by engineering the largest scale 
invasion of our country and turning 
them out at the ballot box. 

Unfortunately, when my colleagues 
across the aisle block this legislation 
today, they are showing their cards— 
that, for Democrats, the border crisis 
is not a crisis at all; it is their cam-
paign trail to victory. This is the 
Democrats’ playbook. If this call for 
unanimous consent fails, the American 
people will know the Democrats’ true 
motivation for this border crisis. 

We the people must fight back. Too 
much is at stake. Our democracy as we 
know it is under attack by this admin-
istration. This legislation is a good 
start on ensuring the integrity of our 
elections. 

Mr. President, I would like to ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 4225 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. WELCH. Reserving the right to 

object, the question here is about the 
control by Congress over the District 
of Columbia governance and the right 
to self-govern. 

There has been a tendency in this 
Congress, and there is debate in this 
Congress, about whether there should 
be home rule for Washington. I believe 
there should be. Many of my colleagues 
don’t. And this Congress does have au-
thority. 

But what is really at stake here is 
the question of whether a law passed 
by the city council of the District of 
Columbia should be allowed to go into 
effect or overwritten by action here. 
My view is that the elected representa-
tives have the right and the responsi-
bility to pass laws that go with being a 
self-governing city council. 

The question of the Local Resident 
Voting Rights Amendment Act—that is 
what we are talking about—was passed 
by the city council. It is the will of the 
representatives of the people of this 
city, through their representatives, to 
allow this to happen. 

This initiative has been something 
that has been taken up by other local 
governments in other States, where the 
prerogative is to make their own laws 
with respect to voting. And I believe 
that the District of Columbia should 
have that ability to pass these laws 
without interference from Congress. 

Now, this was challenged in court. In 
March, the U.S. District Court for DC 
dismissed a constitutional challenge to 
the Local Resident Voting Rights 
Amendment Act of 2022. 

Also, as a practical matter, voting 
has already begun in DC’s 2024 primary 
elections. Senator MARSHALL’s bill 
would absolutely cause chaos in the on-
going election. 

So while folks can disagree on the 
policy, at the end of the day, this is 
settled local policy matter. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard. 
The Senator from Kansas. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I ap-

preciate my colleague’s comments on 
this issue. I will point out a couple of 
important facts. 

The Constitution clearly gives the 
U.S. Congress the power to govern 
Washington, DC. Washington, DC is not 
a State. It is a Federal district. Our 
Founding Fathers wanted it that way. 
They didn’t want one State to have 
more control over the Federal Govern-
ment than another. 

And we think about the issues going 
on in Washington, DC, right now. This 
Federal district has turned into a war 
zone. It is no longer safe for our staff 
to walk to and from their jobs. Almost 
every week, we are seeing somebody 
physically assaulted, carjackings, 
stabbings. It is to the point where I am 
afraid for folks from back home to 
come visit us, and our folks from back 
home deserve the right to safely peti-
tion their government. 

Look, the city council, the Mayor of 
Washington, DC, have blown it. They 
have not taken their responsibilities 
seriously, and that is why we need to 
usurp that power back. We need to do 
what the Constitution says. And we 
certainly don’t want illegal aliens pro-
moting this cashless bail, defund-the- 
police program. We need more security 
in Washington, DC, not less. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

S.J. RES. 58 
Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, I would 

like to speak in support of the Biden- 
Harris administration’s finalized fur-
nace efficiency standards and against 
S.J. Res. 58. 

The Department of Energy’s finalized 
rule has been a long time coming, and 
we have not meaningfully updated the 
standards since the 1990s. Technology 
has advanced, but our regulations 
haven’t kept up. 

Now, let me just talk, first of all, 
about the importance of efficiency in 
the role that regulations can play in 
allowing efficiency to benefit con-
sumers and our environment. When we 
have standards, it means that the man-
ufacturers compete with the produc-
tion of products that meet those stand-
ards. It is not a race to the bottom. It 
is a level playing field for those in the 
manufacturing industry that want to 
sell their products to consumers. 

Having standards that are reason-
able—and these are very reasonable— 
then allows these better products to be 
sold, and the competition is a restraint 
on the price that is charged. 

So efficiency has always been some-
thing that can help us do the following: 
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No. 1, reduce carbon emissions. The 
less energy that is used, the less carbon 
emissions are created. 

No. 2, it saves money. At the end of 
the day, you have a more efficient ap-
pliance. It is going to use less energy 
by whatever means that energy has 
been produced. 

No. 3, it tends to create jobs. The 
folks who manufacture these have 
workers. They have good jobs, and it is 
really important. 

In Vermont, we face very high heat-
ing bills, and one of the reasons we 
want and fully support more efficient 
furnaces is to get those bills down. 
With a furnace that isn’t up to the new 
standard, a family can face $600 in ad-
ditional heating bills annually, and 
that is a lot of money for a lot of 
Vermonters. 

The efficiency rule here has the po-
tential to reduce the average household 
energy cost by $50 a year and $350 over 
the lifetime. 

Many of the policies that we have 
worked on to pass through the Infla-
tion Reduction Act will also help miti-
gate the costs. When you are doing an 
upgrade for some of your home appli-
ances under the HOMES Act, you can 
get a taxpayer rebate, reducing the 
cost of what this will be. 

These standards can also be espe-
cially helpful for lower income folks 
who rent their homes and, also, often 
face very high energy bills, largely be-
cause there is not an incentive for the 
landlord to provide a more efficient 
furnace. 

By the way, the standards will make 
a major impact in our carbon emis-
sions, cutting 332 metric tons over the 
next 30 years. And that is equivalent to 
the annual emissions from 34 percent of 
U.S. households. 

So, for over a decade, Canada has had 
very similar furnace efficiency stand-
ards and has seen that there have not 
been significant issues with implemen-
tation. We should follow suit and im-
plement the Department of Energy’s 
standards to realize all of the impor-
tant benefits I just mentioned. 

I urge my colleagues to vote against 
S.J. Res. 58 and show strong support 
for the efficiency policy. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

WELCH). The Senator from Massachu-
setts. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak in opposition to the 
Congressional Review Act resolution, 
which would overturn the Department 
of Energy’s furnace efficiency stand-
ard. A vote for this resolution is a vote 
for higher costs for American families, 
a vote for higher temperatures for fu-
ture generations, and a vote for scare-
mongering over science. 

What you have just said on the Sen-
ate floor, Senator WELCH, is a complete 
reflection of my own views about this 
issue. 

Families face high energy bills. They 
are afraid of climate chaos. But instead 
of tackling those problems head-on, we 

are instead burying our heads in the 
sand. By attacking a commonsense up-
grade to energy efficiency standards, 
this resolution seems to have come 
straight from the American Gas Asso-
ciation’s playbook: Use more natural 
gas. That is their plan: Send green-
house gases up into the atmosphere to 
dangerously warm our planet. That is 
the plan of the American Gas Associa-
tion. 

I am the House author of the Na-
tional Appliance Energy Conservation 
Act, which was passed in 1987 and au-
thorized the Department of Energy to 
set binding standards for appliance en-
ergy efficiency. And so that set the 
minimum standard of energy efficiency 
for 13 types of appliances: air condi-
tioners, refrigerators, freezers, wash-
ers, dryers, gas furnaces. 

And that law has been updated many 
times over the years and now covers 
about 60 products. And it is estimated 
that my appliance efficiency act, which 
became law over 31⁄2 decades ago, has 
done more to save energy than any 
other Federal policy in buildings in our 
country’s history. 

And what is the central premise? It is 
just working smarter, not harder; 
using less electricity, using less en-
ergy—working smarter, not harder. 

My mother always said to me: EDDIE, 
you have to learn how to work that 
way—that was before she would say 
that she was going to donate my brain 
to Harvard Medical School as a com-
pletely unused human organ—because 
if you don’t work smarter, you are 
going to work harder. 

That is what the American Gas Asso-
ciation wants. It wants to ‘‘drill, baby, 
drill.’’ But it is drilling into the pock-
ets of consumers. It is the result in 
greenhouse gases going up into the at-
mosphere, which, ultimately, are going 
to cause incredible storms, incredible 
climate consequences, when we could 
just reduce the amount of energy 
which we are consuming. How hard is 
that? 

During the Trump era, the Depart-
ment of Energy missed its 28 deadlines 
to update the appliance standards, as 
they are supposed to do by law every 
single 6-year period, and they left the 
backlog to President Biden. And the 
Biden administration has been making 
up for lost time, already completing 24 
rules with about a dozen left in front of 
them this year, which, when finalized, 
will save consumers nearly $1 trillion 
and 2.5 billion metric tons of carbon 
emissions over 30 years. 

That is working smarter, not harder. 
You save money, and you reduce green-
house gases. 

Gas furnaces, as the Senator from 
Vermont was mentioning, have an out-
sized impact on household bills, as resi-
dential heating is the largest source of 
energy consumption for most families. 
And when a furnace is installed in a 
household, it lasts a very long time. 

This resolution is directly at odds 
with the welfare of working-class fami-
lies and renters, who often spend a dis-

proportionate amount of their income 
on energy bills. And renters don’t even 
get to pick their furnace, just pay the 
bills for it. 

Winter heating bills are a huge bur-
den for families, with some forced to 
make impossible choices, nearly every 
month, between paying for food, medi-
cine, and basic necessities like heat. 

Before this new rule that the gas 
lobby—the natural gas lobby—would so 
desperately like to go up in smoke, we 
haven’t seen any meaningful update on 
gas furnace efficiency standards since 
Congress first set them in my bill in 
1987. That is the American Gas Asso-
ciation at work. 

As much as it might be helpful for 
climate change, public health, and na-
tional security, the Department of En-
ergy’s standards do not phase out gas 
furnaces. The rule getting targeted by 
this resolution doesn’t even address ex-
isting gas furnaces, nor is the rule ef-
fective immediately. Instead, this rule 
we are debating today will ensure that 
all new gas furnaces meet a 95-percent 
fuel efficiency threshold starting in 
2028—plenty of running room for the 
industry, plenty of notice, but plenty 
of benefits, ultimately, for consumers 
in their home heating bills and a reduc-
tion in greenhouse gases for the next 
generation of Americans who are afraid 
that they are going to be left paying 
the bill for all of the consequences of 
out-of-control climate change, which 
these furnaces contribute to in a major 
way. 

This provides for a slow phaseout of 
older, less efficient furnaces while leav-
ing more efficient furnaces on the mar-
ket that already make up nearly half 
of all current models. The furnace effi-
ciency standards alone will cut 332 mil-
lion metric tons of carbon dioxide 
emissions from furnaces over 30 years 
as well as other pollutants like meth-
ane and nitrous oxides. That is equal to 
taking 79 million gas-powered cars off 
the roads or cutting the annual emis-
sions of 85 coal-fired powerplants. They 
won’t be needed. The 85 coal-burning 
plants won’t be needed because the 
electricity won’t be needed because the 
furnaces will be so much more effi-
cient. 

Furnace manufacturers like this rule 
because it spurs innovation. Customers 
like this rule because it will save them 
money. Families like this rule because 
it would reduce the amount of toxic 
gas they are inhaling on a daily basis, 
reducing risks of asthma, heart dis-
ease, and premature deaths. The more 
you inhale, the more dangerous it is for 
the children in the house and for preg-
nant women in the house. Scientists 
like this rule because it will cut how 
much climate change-causing pollution 
we are sending up into the atmosphere. 

The American Gas Association, 
which filed a legal challenge that is 
oddly similar to my colleague’s CRA 
language, does not like this rule be-
cause it will cut how many customers 
are dependent on their product. It will 
eat into their already astronomical 
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profits. It is the wealthiest industry in 
the history of the world, but they want 
more even if consumers could save. 
They want the hot and toxic status quo 
to remain in place. They are afraid 
that our country will become ever 
more efficient or even decarbonized 
and continue on without them, so they 
are acting out of corporate fear to de-
stroy our chance at a livable future. 
Repealing the standards would saddle 
millions of Americans with unneces-
sarily high heating bills for decades to 
come. 

Let me be clear. Energy poverty is a 
racial justice issue. It is an economic 
justice issue. It is an environmental 
justice issue. We must take steps today 
to remedy this injustice. 

Even though an efficient furnace may 
cost slightly more on the market 
today, costs will continue to fall, and 
households will be more than paid back 
in lower energy bills year after year 
after year. They will have much lower 
emissions that are being sent out. They 
will have more innovation. They will 
have more healthcare benefits. All of 
that will flow to ordinary Americans 
unless the American Gas Association 
has its way with this U.S. Senate. 

So my colleagues will rant and rave 
about the need to constantly drill, 
baby, drill to get enough fossil fuels to 
keep our grid running. They love to 
fearmonger about reliability issues and 
how we can keep the lights on. But the 
cleanest, cheapest, and most reliable 
megawatt of energy is the one we never 
have to use. That is why everyone who 
supports a reliable grid should support 
energy efficiency standards—working 
smarter and not harder. 

We shouldn’t sacrifice savings, our 
grid, our health, and our climate on 
the altar of the American Gas Associa-
tion. A moderate increase in energy ef-
ficiency for furnaces just makes sense. 
This radical proposal to reverse this 
energy efficiency standard should be 
rejected, and I urge my colleagues to 
vote no. 

This today will be a vote for the fu-
ture. It will be a vote for future genera-
tions. It will be a vote to say that fi-
nally the Senate is serious about deal-
ing with this crisis that is affecting our 
planet and the next generation of chil-
dren in our country. 

I thank the Presiding Officer for his 
leadership on this issue, and I urge a 
rejection of this proposal coming from 
the American Gas Association. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 
Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise today 

to discuss my resolution to disapprove 
of the Biden Department of Energy’s 
final rule targeting gas furnaces. 

In October of last year, the Biden De-
partment of Energy announced a final 
rule on energy efficiency standards for 
gas furnaces, and in December, the 
Agency published the final rule man-
dating that gas furnaces achieve an ef-
ficiency standard of 95 percent when 
right now, residential gas furnaces 

only require an efficiency standard of 
80 percent. 

This rule would remove up to 60 per-
cent of current residential furnaces 
from the market and would impact 55 
percent of American households. It 
would have a terrible, negative effect 
on families who are already struggling 
with historic inflation numbers under 
the Biden administration, and it would 
force consumers to spend thousands of 
dollars they don’t have on renovations 
to accommodate a new gas furnace or 
to switch to an electric appliance, 
which could mean higher monthly util-
ity bills for families. 

In Texas, 25 percent of households 
have a natural gas furnace, and of 
those, over 45 percent would be nega-
tively impacted, meaning they would 
spend more to retrofit their homes and 
to purchase and install a furnace than 
they would save over the life of the ap-
pliance. 

Now, in every State and in the State 
of Texas, some Texans may choose to 
move to an electric appliance for a va-
riety of reasons, and some may decide 
they would like to stick with a gas fur-
nace, but with this Biden rule in effect, 
Texans won’t have a choice, and nei-
ther will the residents of the other 49 
States. The Biden administration will 
have made the decision for them. 

Texans aren’t alone in this. Other 
States are in a similar situation. For 
example, 39 percent of Arizonans with a 
natural gas furnace would lose money 
from this rule. Let me give you some 
percentages from some other States 
picked almost at random. These are 
the percentages of households with 
natural gas furnaces that would be neg-
atively impacted in the following 
States: in Pennsylvania, 33 percent; in 
West Virginia, 47 percent; in Montana, 
36 percent; in Wisconsin, 16 percent; in 
Michigan, 35 percent; in Nevada, a 
staggering 63 percent negatively im-
pacted; in Maryland, 57 percent; and in 
the State of Ohio, 47 percent of those 
households would be negatively im-
pacted. 

This rule is a continuation of the 
Biden administration’s capitulation to 
environmental radicals, who value fol-
lowing climate dogma more than help-
ing families actually provide for their 
kids and save for the future. 

Joe Biden, when he campaigned in 
2020, told voters that if they elected 
him, he would halt drilling onshore and 
offshore in the United States. In his 
first week in office, he shut down the 
Keystone Pipeline and destroyed 11,000 
jobs with a stroke of a pen, including 
8,000 union jobs. 

Joe Biden shut down all new leases 
on Federal land, onshore and offshore. 

He shut down development in ANWR, 
putting in place banking regulators 
and SEC regulators to cut off debt fi-
nancing and to cut off equity financing 
for energy exploration and develop-
ment. 

He put a tax—yes, a tax—on natural 
gas production despite the cost-of-liv-
ing crisis many Americans are facing 
because of failed Democrat policies. 

That is why I introduced this Con-
gressional Review Act—to help allevi-
ate the unending assault on American 
families from President Biden and the 
Democrats’ radical energy agenda. 

The average household in Texas has 
spent $5,113 more on energy due to in-
flation since January 2021, and $5,113 is 
a lot of money for a lot of families. 
This administration’s answer to those 
struggling is that it is more important 
to appease the environmental radicals 
than to allow you to pay your rent or 
pay your mortgage or to save for your 
family or to put money away for your 
kids in a college fund. 

What is maddening is that this is 
done, they say, to reduce carbon emis-
sions and to help the environment, but 
why would Americans take them at 
their word on this? This is the same ad-
ministration that has no problem bur-
dening U.S. oil and gas producers, who 
maintain the highest environmental 
standards in the world, but refused to 
crack down on Iran for shipping 2 mil-
lion barrels of oil a day all around the 
world. It is the same administration 
that in one breath wants to reduce 
emissions globally but will then ban 
new U.S. permits to ship liquid natural 
gas overseas, leaving our allies to fend 
for themselves and driving them to 
burn dirtier coal, emit more carbon, 
and pollute the environment even 
more. 

So if you care about reducing emis-
sions, this administration has been an 
abject failure. Instead of delivering ac-
tual solutions, it is their belief that 
putting a de facto ban on your gas fur-
nace is more important than address-
ing record coal consumption in China— 
the biggest polluter on the face of the 
planet. 

According to the Department of En-
ergy’s own estimate, 91 to 95 percent of 
furnace replacements will be at an an-
nual fuel utilization efficiency rate of 
92 percent or higher by 2028. So accord-
ing to the Department of Energy’s own 
estimate, this rule is unnecessary. 

The folks who can already afford the 
higher cost of a new gas furnace can 
buy one, but Americans who can least 
afford another price shock after suf-
fering under Bidenflation for years will 
be hurt the most. 

I want the Presiding Officer to listen 
to these data. According to some esti-
mates, the Department of Energy rule 
will lead to higher prices for 30 percent 
of senior citizen households, for 27 per-
cent of small businesses, and for 26 per-
cent of low-income households. 

This rule represents the fundamental 
transformation of the Democratic 
Party. There was a time the Demo-
cratic Party called itself the party of 
the working class. That is no longer 
the case. Today’s Democratic Party 
cares more about the money from Cali-
fornia environmentalist billionaires 
than they do about the jobs or the 
monthly budgets of hard-working fami-
lies in America. 

Today, the blue-collar family in 
America is the Republican Party be-
cause the Democratic Party looked at 
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their union brethren and said: We don’t 
care about you anymore. We are chas-
ing the money. 

That is why groups like the National 
Federation of Independent Business, 
which represents 300,000 small busi-
nesses across the country, strongly 
support this CRA. 

Perhaps it should come as no surprise 
that the Biden administration is being 
sued for this illegal rule. The law that 
empowers the Department of Energy to 
set efficiency standards was passed 
during the energy scarcity of the 1970s, 
but the law also contains a prohibition 
against weaponizing efficiency stand-
ards to eliminate entire product cat-
egories like this rule seeks to do. 

The American people are required to 
comply with Joe Biden’s rule effec-
tively banning affordable gas furnaces 
on December 18, 2028. Congress should 
come together and vote for the resolu-
tion to stop this rule. Doing so would 
save American families and American 
seniors thousands and thousands of 
dollars as well as save American jobs. 
We should do this without delay. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EN-
ERGY RELATING TO ‘‘ENERGY 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM: EN-
ERGY CONSERVATION STAND-
ARDS FOR CONSUMER FUR-
NACES’’ 

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I move to 
proceed to Calendar No. 399, S.J. Res. 
58. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MAR-
KEY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to proceed is agreed to. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the joint resolution. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 58) providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Department of Energy re-
lating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Program: 
Energy Conservation Standards for Con-
sumer Furnaces’’. 

VOTE ON S.J. RES. 58 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
joint resolution is considered read the 
third time. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read the third time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall the joint 
resolution pass? 

Mr. CRUZ. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) and the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the 
Senator from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), 
and the Senator from North Carolina 
(Mr. TILLIS). 

Further, if present and voting: the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
TILLIS) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 45, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 176 Leg.] 

YEAS—50 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Capito 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 

Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—45 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—5 

Hagerty 
Hawley 

Menendez 
Tester 

Tillis 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 58) 
was passed as follows: 

S.J. RES. 58 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Energy relating to ‘‘Energy Con-
servation Program: Energy Conservation 
Standards for Consumer Furnaces’’ (88 Fed. 
Reg. 87502 (December 18, 2023)), and such rule 
shall have no force or effect. 

f 

APPOINTMENT 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Chair, on behalf of the Vice 
President, pursuant to the provisions 
of S. Con. Res. 34 (118th Congress), ap-
points the following Senators to the 
Joint Congressional Committee on In-
augural Ceremonies: the Honorable 
CHARLES E. SCHUMER of New York; the 
Honorable AMY KLOBUCHAR of Min-
nesota; and the Honorable DEB FISCHER 
of Nebraska. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from New Hamp-
shire. 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 4381 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there is a bill at the desk, 
and I ask for its first reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 4381) to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a 
health care provider’s ability to provide con-
traceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception. 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I now 
ask for a second reading, and in order 
to place the bill on the calendar under 
the provisions of rule XIV, I object to 
my own request. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. 

The bill will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 
2024 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 22; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate 
proceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Martinez nomina-
tion, postcloture; further, that if clo-
ture has been invoked on the Coggins 
nomination, all time be considered ex-
pired at 3:15 p.m.; further, that if any 
nominations are confirmed during 
Wednesday’s session, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order fol-
lowing the remarks of Senators 
LANKFORD and SANDERS. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KELLY). The Senator from Oklahoma. 

f 

BORDER ACT 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, so 
far this year, 1,624,790 people have ille-
gally crossed our southwest border— 
1,624,790 so far. We have at least 1.6 
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million people who have also been des-
ignated ‘‘got-aways’’ in the last 3 
years; that is, they crossed our south-
west border, and the Border Patrol 
could see them, but they couldn’t get 
to them. 

Let me give you some context on 
that. As this body knows well, because 
we have talked about it over and over 
and over again, in the first 3 years of 
this administration, we have had more 
illegal crossings on our southwest bor-
der than in the previous 12 years com-
bined—more in the last 3 years than we 
had in the previous 12 years combined. 

If you want to just drill down, 1 year 
under President Biden has as many il-
legal crossings as we had under 4 years 
of President Trump. Yesterday, we had 
more than 5,000 people illegally cross 
our southwest border—yesterday. That 
has been true every day, I believe, but 
3, in the last 3 months, that we have 
had more than 5,000 people a day. 

Now, the national news media has 
looked away from the southwest bor-
der, but those who live on the south-
west border can’t look away. They are 
still facing it every single day. And in 
cities and communities across the en-
tire country, it is still happening every 
single day, day after day, as this Presi-
dent has looked away from what is 
happening on our southern border. 

As I have said to this Department of 
Homeland Security multiple times, if 
they would enforce the border the same 
as President Obama enforced the bor-
der, we would be in a very different 
place. But they don’t enforce the bor-
der like President Trump did, and they 
don’t enforce it like President Obama 
did. They just fail to enforce it. 

The same law—the same law—existed 
under President Obama, when we had 
less than half a million people cross il-
legally in a year, that exists under 
President Biden, where we have had 1.6 
million people so far this year, with 
still quite a few months to go—the 
same law, the same capacity to be able 
to enforce the border. But this Presi-
dent has said over and over again that 
he has nothing that he can do until 
something is passed. 

I have been very clear with this body, 
and I have been very honest with my 
own party and with my friends on the 
other side of the aisle: Congress has a 
job to do. We need to clarify what asy-
lum means. We need to add the funds 
that are needed. We need to speed up 
the process. We need to take away the 
forever appeals that are built into it 
that incentivize people coming and 
gaming the system. That is Congress’s 
job. We should do that. 

And I have worked with everyone 
who is willing to work on that to get us 
to a place where we can get to 60 votes 
in this body to pass something to do 
our job. One party cannot resolve this 
issue. This has to be both parties sit-
ting down and working on it together. 
That is the rule of 60 in this body. 

But the President also has things 
that he could do that he has chosen not 
to do. In fact, this President has taken 

94 Executive orders to weaken border 
security. He has created new parole au-
thorities no President has ever used be-
fore to facilitate faster movement into 
the country. So instead of actually 
slowing the process down, he has actu-
ally sped it up. And they have done so 
intentionally. 

In the past few weeks, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security has re-
leased a new memo and a new regu-
latory action that they are getting 
feedback for that they have admitted 
to me that will increase screening for, 
in their words, a handful of additional 
people—a handful when, yesterday, we 
had 5,000 people illegally cross. 

But, currently, as right now Home-
land Security is saying that they don’t 
have enough money to hire more 
agents, they are spending millions of 
dollars rebranding Homeland Security 
Investigation, or HSI. They are re-
branding them and changing some of 
their focus on it. Now, we have yet to 
be able to find out how much they are 
spending on it, but we do understand it 
is in the millions. At the same time, 
they are saying they don’t have enough 
money to be able to handle greater en-
forcement. 

This administration is focused on the 
things that don’t make a difference 
when we need them to focus on the 
things that do. This body is also fo-
cused on the things that are not mak-
ing a difference on this. 

Several of us sat down for months to 
be able to hash out in a bipartisan way: 
How do we solve this? We felt we had a 
solution that could pass. We did not. 

Now, that same option that everyone 
in this whole body knows won’t pass is 
now coming back to this body again, 
exactly as it was. And many of us—in-
cluding myself, who actually worked 
on the original language—are saying: 
Why? This is not about trying to pass 
something. This is about a show vote 
in this body to show: Look, we tried to 
vote on something, and those mean Re-
publicans blocked it. 

Well, I hate to tell you, this vote, 
when it comes up on Thursday—be-
cause that is when I understand it is 
coming—I will be interested in how 
many Democrats vote for this as well 
because I have already heard quite a 
few Democrats say: I am not sure I 
really want to vote for it if it doesn’t 
have Ukraine, if it doesn’t have Israel 
funding in it—because, originally, it 
was border security, Ukraine-Israel 
funding. And so some of my Demo-
cratic colleagues were voting for it. 
But now that it has none of those 
things, several have said to me: I am 
not sure I want to vote for that with-
out the other portions of it in there. 

Several Republicans are saying the 
same thing they said before: Hey, I 
wanted even more in that bill. I know 
there were a lot of good things in it, 
but I wanted even more in it. 

So they are not willing to vote for it 
until it has even more. 

So what would be the logical thing 
that should be done in this body? The 

logical thing would be to say: That 
vote failed; so what would pass? 

You see, we can play the same game 
because Democrats have blocked the 
bill from Senator SCOTT that would 
fund border security and enforcement 
of immigration laws at a different 
level. Democrats blocked that vote. 

When MARCO RUBIO and Senator GRA-
HAM brought bills to enforce the ‘‘Re-
main in Mexico’’ program that Presi-
dent Biden walked away from, Demo-
crats blocked that vote. 

When Senator COTTON brought up a 
vote to stop aid for sanctuary cities 
that incentivize more people coming 
into the country and disappearing, 
Democrats blocked that vote. 

When Senator GRASSLEY brought up 
a bill to deport criminal illegal aliens, 
Democrats blocked that bill. 

When Senator HAGERTY brought up a 
bill to deal with increasing funding for 
ICE and to deport more criminal aliens 
that have already been designated 
criminal aliens in the United States, 
Democrats blocked that bill. 

When I brought up a bill to be able to 
implement and fund the title 42 author-
ity and to extend that, Democrats 
blocked that bill. 

When Senator MARSHALL brought a 
bill to bring up H.R. 2 and Senator 
CRUZ brought up the bill for H.R. 2— 
the House bill that has a broad spec-
trum for border enforcement—Demo-
crats blocked that bill. 

When Senator HAGERTY again 
brought up a bill to ban Federal funds 
from being used to fly illegal aliens 
from other countries to be able to give 
them parole authority into our coun-
try, Democrats blocked that bill. 

When Republicans—Senator BUDD— 
bring up the Laken Riley Act, Demo-
crats blocked that bill. 

When I brought up a bill dealing with 
special interest aliens, those the De-
partment of Homeland Security des-
ignated as a potential national secu-
rity risk—when I brought up a bill to 
say all those folks could not be re-
leased into the country, they had to be 
detained if they were declared a na-
tional security risk—Democrats 
blocked that bill. 

We can play this game all day long. 
Somehow, this belief that if we bring 
up a bill that has failed before that is 
somehow a strong movement to be able 
to solve the issue doesn’t. It plays a po-
litical game, and we all know it. 

So what should we do? Actually be 
grownups, sit down, and actually try to 
figure out what we can pass rather 
than bringing things up that we all 
know won’t. 

Now, I don’t know if there is a belief 
that somehow, on Memorial Day week, 
Americans across the country can’t 
wait for the Senate to vote again on a 
bill that has already failed before that 
could come up again, as if something is 
going to be different. I have a message 
to all of my colleagues: The people of 
America are not, on Memorial Day 
week, focused on what the Senate is 
doing this week. They are just not. 
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They are thinking about their family 
member that was lost defending the 
country, or they are thinking about a 
sale at an appliance store. They are not 
thinking about this and this drama. 

We should take seriously, though, 
the national security risk that all of us 
know about and do something about it. 

Just as a side note that all of us 
know full well, the number of people 
designated by this administration as 
special interest aliens, those that are a 
national security risk by definition, 
who are coming across our border and 
being released into the country, is in 
the thousands. 

We all know it. We should take that 
seriously. If we want to just deal with 
the people who are on the higher list, 
who are on the Terror Watchlist, if I go 
back to, let’s say, 2017, there were two 
people who were apprehended on the 
Terror Watchlist in 2017. There were 
six people apprehended in 2018. There 
were three people in 2019. But if I take 
that to this past year, 2023, there were 
172. We have people crossing our border 
who we know are a national security 
risk while we are playing political mes-
saging games here. 

Let’s sit down and solve this. Let’s 
not just vote on things that we know 
are going to fail. Let’s not just do po-
litical messaging. Let’s actually sit 
down and solve this. 

Over the past 2 years, something has 
shifted on our southern border. It is 
not just people from the Western Hemi-
sphere who are crossing illegally; it is 
people from all over the world. We 
went from having a handful of Chinese 
citizens who crossed the border to last 
year and this year—tens of thousands 
of Chinese nationals crossing our bor-
der. 

I asked DHS: Are any of these Chi-
nese nationals being deported? 

They responded to me: Yes, we have 
started deporting Chinese nationals 
who are here illegally. 

I said: Terrific. How many? 
Their response: Fourteen so far. 
Fourteen of the tens of thousands 

who have crossed in the last 2 years. 
We have deported 14 Chinese nationals. 

Can I tell you, in Oklahoma, there 
are thousands of Chinese nationals who 
have come into my State who are 
working in illegal marijuana oper-
ations. Our Oklahoma Bureau of Nar-
cotics has done a tremendous job of 
trying to be able to shut down all these 
illegal grow operations, but they con-
tinue to spring up. Over and over 
again, when they do a bust, it is Chi-
nese nationals working, individuals 
who were trafficked over our southern 
border and individuals who are in our 
country illegally—over and over and 
over. 

We know this is going on. We know 
we have a terror risk. We all see it. We 
know there are individuals by the 
thousands being released who are de-
clared by this administration as spe-
cial-interest aliens. We understand full 
well criminal activities that are hap-
pening. And we are doing messaging 
bills that everyone knows will fail. 

Why don’t we sit down and actually 
talk about it and work it out? Why 
don’t we figure out how to solve this? 
That is what the American people ex-
pect us to do. 

My friends in Oklahoma look at me 
and say ‘‘You guys go figure this out’’ 
because they feel the problem is there, 
and what they feel is correct. So let’s 
sit down and figure this out. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
f 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, there 
has been a lot of attention and con-
troversy attached to a recent action by 
the International Criminal Court, the 
ICC. 

The core purpose of the ICC is to 
prosecute the most serious inter-
national crimes—genocide, crimes 
against humanity, war crimes, and the 
crime of aggression. I believe that it is 
very important that all of us support 
accountability for these crimes and the 
important mission of the ICC. 

Last year, the ICC declared that 
President Vladimir Putin, of Russia, 
was in violation of international law 
and that he was a war criminal. The 
ICC issued arrest warrants for Putin 
and one of his senior officials, saying 
there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that they had committed the war 
crime of unlawful deportation and 
transfer of population for their system-
atic kidnapping of thousands and thou-
sands of Ukrainian children. 

I supported the ICC decision. In fact, 
that is the tip of the iceberg of what 
Putin has done in Ukraine. Putin start-
ed the most destructive war in Europe 
since World War II. He has bombed ci-
vilians and devastated civilian infra-
structure, killing at least 30,000 civil-
ians and displacing millions more. 
Hundreds of thousands of Ukrainian 
and Russian soldiers have been killed 
or wounded as a result of Putin’s hor-
rific invasion of Ukraine. 

On that occasion, when the ICC de-
clared Putin a war criminal, the U.S. 
Government welcomed the ICC deci-
sion. A White House spokesperson said: 

There is no doubt that Russia is commit-
ting war crimes and atrocities in Ukraine, 
and we have been clear that those respon-
sible must be held accountable. The ICC 
prosecutor is an independent actor and 
makes his own prosecutorial decisions based 
on the evidence before him. We support ac-
countability for perpetrators of war crimes. 

That is what a U.S. Government 
spokesperson said in March 2023, and I 
agree. In my view, Mr. Putin is, in fact, 
a war criminal. 

We live in a world of increasing divi-
sion, tension, and hostility. Around the 
globe, countries are dramatically in-
creasing their military budgets, and 
more countries are attempting to gain 
nuclear weapons and other dangerous 
weapons systems. It is in times like 
these that we most need international 
law. Without it, we will have an even 

more violent world where might makes 
right and war criminals can act with 
impunity. 

In recent years, the ICC has at-
tempted to hold governments and po-
litical leaders accountable for crimes 
against humanity. That is what they 
do. That is what they are supposed to 
do. 

All wars are terrible, and very often, 
civilian casualties are unavoidable. 
But after the horrors of the Second 
World War, countries throughout the 
world came together to try to establish 
rules to govern the conduct of war and 
to limit civilian casualties. The ICC’s 
role is to enforce these limits. 

Yesterday, the ICC prosecutor an-
nounced that he was requesting arrest 
warrants for three top Hamas leaders, 
including Yahya Sinwar, the group’s 
leader in Gaza. 

To my mind, Sinwar and his Hamas 
accomplices are clearly war criminals. 
The horrific October 7 terrorist attack 
on Israel began this war and included 
the mass murder of 1,200 innocent men, 
women, and children, the taking of 
hundreds of hostages, and sexual vio-
lence against captives. These war 
crimes are well documented, and very 
few people would dispute the merits of 
those charges. 

The ICC prosecutor also asked for ar-
rest warrants for Israeli Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu and Defense Minister 
Gallant. The ICC charges focus on the 
use of starvation of civilians as a meth-
od of war as well as international at-
tacks against the civilian population. 
Those are the charges—the use of star-
vation of civilians as a method of war, 
really a war crime, as well as inten-
tional attacks against the civilian pop-
ulation. 

Specifically, the prosecutor says that 
Netanyahu is responsible for ‘‘depriv-
ing [civilians] of objects indispensable 
to their survival, including willfully 
impeding relief supplies as provided for 
under the Geneva Conventions.’’ 

Now, many people here in the belt-
way in Washington have responded 
negatively to this decision from the 
ICC prosecutor. It seems that some 
folks here were comfortable with what 
the ICC did in terms of Putin and in 
terms of Sinwar but not with 
Netanyahu. 

Some have argued that it is unfair to 
compare the democratically elected 
head of the Israeli Government to 
Putin, who runs an authoritarian sys-
tem, or Sinwar, the head of a terrorist 
organization, but that is not what the 
ICC has done. In fact, the ICC pros-
ecutor has looked at what each of these 
leaders has done, looked at their ac-
tions and then compared those actions 
to established standards of inter-
national law. 

In other words, the ICC is not mak-
ing some claim of equivalence, as some 
have charged, but is, in fact, holding 
both sides in this current war to the 
same standard. 

Yes, democratically elected officials 
can commit war crimes. Let me repeat. 
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Democratically elected officials can 
commit war crimes. 

The ICC is doing its job. It is doing 
what it is supposed to do. We cannot 
only apply international law when it is 
convenient. And the independent panel 
of international legal experts the ICC 
appointed to help with this case unani-
mously—unanimously—agreed with the 
charges. 

People may be uncomfortable to see 
the Prime Minister of Israel charged 
with war crimes, but let us take a hard 
look at what he has actually done, and 
we must determine whether his actions 
meet the standard of being a war 
crime. 

In 71⁄2 months, more than 35,000 Pal-
estinians have been killed and almost 
80,000 injured. Thousands more are still 
under the rubble, but their bodies have 
not been fully identified. Some 60 per-
cent of the victims are women, chil-
dren, or the elderly. More than 250 aid 
workers have been killed, including 193 
U.N. staff—more than in any previous 
conflict. 

There are 2.2 million people living in 
Gaza. More than 1.7 million of them 
have been forced from their homes—75 
percent of the population. I am trying 
to think of my own State and what it 
would be like if three-quarters of the 
people—400,000 people—were just driven 
out of their homes, and these are, by 
and large, poor people, desperate peo-
ple. 

In just the last 2 weeks, more than 
900,000 have been displaced, many of 
whom have been forced to move many 
times during this war—chased out of 
one place, gone to another place; 
chased out of that place, gone to an-
other place—and many of these people 
are children. Gaza has a very young 
population. Many of them are elderly, 
and many of them are sick. These are 
people who have been forced out of 
their homes, who have moved and 
moved and moved again and again, 
often without adequate food, without 
adequate water supplies, and certainly 
without adequate healthcare. 

When we talk about war crimes and 
when we talk about attacks on civil-
ians, let’s understand Gaza’s housing 
stock has been demolished. Again, I try 
to think of my own State and what it 
would mean if 60 percent of the housing 
was destroyed. Now, if these people 
who have been chased from their 
homes—displaced from their homes— 
are ever able to return to their commu-
nities, where are they going to live? 
Over 60 percent of the housing units in 
Gaza have been damaged or destroyed, 
including 221,000 housing units that 
have been completely destroyed, leav-
ing more than a million people home-
less. Entire neighborhoods have been 
wiped out both by bombings and by 
planned detonations of explosive 
charges. 

In other words, we are looking at a 
war. We understand Hamas is a very 
difficult enemy that often uses civil-
ians to protect their own people—I 
have got it—but what we are talking 

about here is over 60 percent of the 
housing units in Gaza that have been 
destroyed. It is hard for me to believe 
that there is a terrorist in every one of 
those buildings. Israel has destroyed 
the civilian infrastructure of Gaza. It 
has wiped out their ability to have 
electricity. There is virtually no elec-
tricity in Gaza right now, and there is 
virtually no clean water, and raw sew-
age is running through the streets, 
spreading disease. Now, if that is not 
an attack on civilians, I don’t know 
what is. 

The healthcare system in Gaza has 
been systematically annihilated. There 
are 21 hospitals that have been made 
inoperable. In fact, of the 36 hospitals 
in Gaza, only 4 have not been damaged 
by bombardment, raided by the Israeli 
military, or closed. More than 400 
healthcare workers have been killed. 
Well, what do we say when we have a 
war in which the healthcare system is 
annihilated at a time when you have 
tens and tens of thousands of people 
who are wounded, many of them seri-
ously? 

The education system in Gaza has 
been virtually destroyed. Every one of 
Gaza’s 12 universities has been bombed. 
More than 400 schools have suffered di-
rect hits, and 56 schools have been to-
tally destroyed. Today, 625,000 children 
in Gaza have no access to education at 
all. 

I will tell you something else. When 
you talk about what is going on in 
Gaza, what is not talked about almost 
at all—I think I read one article on 
this. I want you to think about the 
psychic damage done to the children— 
to the children who see housing being 
destroyed and their parents or rel-
atives being killed; who see drones fly-
ing around them, some of which have 
guns; who are being pushed out of their 
homes; who experience deafening noise, 
inadequate food, inadequate water; who 
are pushed, shoved into any place and 
every place. What kind of psychic dam-
age is there? If there is one child in 
Gaza who does not suffer psychic dam-
age from this horror, I will be very sur-
prised. 

As a result of the destruction and 
Israeli policies restricting the entry of 
humanitarian aid into Gaza, more than 
a million people today face cata-
strophic levels of hunger, and Gaza re-
mains on the brink of famine. Hun-
dreds of thousands of children face 
starvation. Even now—more than 7 
months into this war—Israel’s invasion 
of Rafah has severely disrupted the hu-
manitarian relief operation by closing 
the two main border crossings and 
making it almost impossible for the 
U.N. to access its warehouses or to dis-
tribute aid. Very little aid has gotten 
in for more than 2 weeks. Bakeries 
have had to shut down, and hospitals 
are running low on fuel. 

Just today—today—the U.N. an-
nounced that it has been forced to hold 
all food distribution in Rafah after run-
ning out of supplies. 

The World Food Programme said 
that humanitarian operations in Gaza 

are ‘‘near collapse.’’ It said that, if food 
and other supplies don’t resume enter-
ing Gaza ‘‘in massive quantities, fam-
ine-like conditions will spread.’’ 

Now, Mr. Netanyahu has been on TV 
today and elsewhere. He denies it all. 
Ain’t true, says Mr. Netanyahu. He 
claims that Israel is deeply worried 
about the civilian population and is 
worried about the children and that 
Israel is not blocking humanitarian aid 
at all—not at all. Well, it turns out 
that the United Nations and virtually 
every other humanitarian group in-
volved in the humanitarian disaster in 
Gaza strongly disagrees with Mr. 
Netanyahu. 

Now, we can trust the words of a 
Prime Minister under criminal indict-
ment in Israel or we can trust the peo-
ple whose function in life is to provide 
humanitarian aid. 

The U.N. Secretary General says that 
much more aid is urgently needed ‘‘to 
avert an entirely preventable human- 
made famine’’ and that ‘‘there is no al-
ternative to the massive use of land 
routes.’’ 

Cindy McCain—the wife of our former 
Republican colleague John McCain and 
who is now the head of the World Food 
Programme—said of Gaza that ‘‘there 
is famine—full-blown famine—in the 
north, and it’s moving its way south.’’ 

A month ago, more than 50—five, 
zero—humanitarian organizations 
called on Israel to allow greater hu-
manitarian access and to stop unneces-
sarily restricting aid. These are 50 hu-
manitarian organizations. Mr. 
Netanyahu says one thing, but 50 orga-
nizations that are desperately trying 
to get food to hungry people say some-
thing else. Let the world decide who is 
telling the truth. This group of human-
itarian organizations included Catholic 
Relief Services, CARE, Mercy Corps, 
Oxfam, Save the Children, Refugees 
International, and scores of other well- 
respected humanitarian organizations. 
They say that Netanyahu and his team 
have blocked humanitarian aid. 

Two of our colleagues—Senator VAN 
HOLLEN and Senator MERKLEY—visited 
Rafah in January, and I heard their 
presentation to the Democratic caucus. 
Upset by the unreasonable Israeli re-
strictions on aid, they talked about 
trucks being inspected, inspected, sent 
back, and that things that should have 
been allowed to get through were not 
allowed to get through. They said 
afterward that the United States must 
‘‘demand that the Netanyahu govern-
ment lift the impediments to the deliv-
ery of basic goods needed to sustain life 
in Gaza.’’ Netanyahu denies it, but two 
of our colleagues who were there say 
that Israel was blocking aid. 

The U.S. Government also disagrees 
with Netanyahu. USAID Administrator 
Samantha Power said: 

Food has not flowed in sufficient quan-
tities to avoid this imminent famine in the 
south and these conditions that are giving 
rise already to child deaths in the north. 

In March, Secretary of State Blinken 
said: 
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The bottom line is food is getting in, but 

it’s insufficient. 

In April, he said that there had been 
progress, ‘‘but it is not enough. We still 
need to get more aid in and around 
Gaza.’’ 

And, in a formal report this month, 
the State Department said: 

Israel did not fully cooperate with the 
United States Government’s efforts and 
United States Government-supported inter-
national efforts to maximize humanitarian 
assistance flow to and distribution within 
Gaza. 

I got a kick out of hearing Mr. 
Netanyahu this afternoon. He talked 
about airlifts. My God, they are sup-
porting airdrops. They are supporting 
food coming in from the sea. Well, the 
reason that the United States is spend-
ing millions of dollars to get food in 
from the sea is precisely because Israel 
is blocking the ability to get trucks in. 
The reason that Jordan and other 
countries and the United States are 
doing airdrops is, once again, because 
trucks cannot get through. Netanyahu 
is taking credit. Yet the reason we are 
having to do those is precisely because 
of the policies of his government. 

President Biden himself has said that 
‘‘a major reason why distributing hu-
manitarian aid in Gaza has been so dif-
ficult [is] because Israel has not done 
enough to protect aid workers trying 
to deliver desperately needed help to 
civilians. . . . Israel has also not done 
enough to protect civilians.’’ 

This was from President Joe Biden. 
So it is fair to say that most of the 

world disagrees with Mr. Netanyahu. 
Think about all that destruction. 

Think about the tens of thousands of 
civilians killed and of the schools and 
hospitals blown up. Take a look at the 
pictures of emaciated children who are 
starving to death while food just sits 
miles away. 

One of the things that is interesting, 
to my mind, is we don’t see enough of 
those pictures. Maybe that has some-
thing to do with the fact that Israel— 
the Israeli military—has killed dozens 
and dozens and dozens of journalists. 

I just met with some journalists last 
week. One was a young man who hap-
pens to come from my own State of 
Vermont who had no doubt that he was 
targeted along with other press people. 
They had big press symbols on their 
coats, and they were attacked. He was 
slightly injured. One of his colleagues 
was killed. Another one was severely 
injured. 

Now, if you add all of that stuff up, 
are these actions war crimes? Yes, I be-
lieve that they are. I believe that there 
is substantial evidence that the ex-
treme rightwing Israeli Government, 
led by Netanyahu, has used starvation 
as a weapon of war and has clearly tar-
geted civilians and civilian infrastruc-
ture. 

As I think we all agree—I certainly 
do—Israel had the right to defend itself 
against the Hamas terrorist attack of 
October 7, but it did not—and this is 
where we get into the issue of war 

crimes. Yes, you have the right to de-
fend yourself. Yes, Israel has the right 
to go after Hamas—very few people 
doubt that—but Netanyahu and his 
government do not have the right to 
wage an all-out war against the chil-
dren, against the women, against the 
innocent people of Gaza. And, for that, 
there must be consequences. 

What the ICC has done is important 
not only for the global community in 
the sense that we cannot allow the 
human race to descend into barbarity. 
Somebody has got to say: Look, war is 
terrible. It is a little bit embarrassing 
as a human being that we have been at 
war for thousands of years and do not 
seem to make progress in eliminating 
war, but if there is war, let us learn 
from what happened in the past and do 
our best to protect the women, the 
children—the innocent people. 

So Israel had a right to defend itself 
against a terrible enemy in Hamas, but 
it does not have the right to wage an 
all-out war against the people of Gaza. 

Now, what the ICC is doing is impor-
tant for the world. It is to tell leaders 
all over the world—dictators, people in 
democratic countries—that if you go to 
war, you just cannot wage all-out war 
against civilians. That is what the ICC 
is doing. That is important. 

It is also important for those of us in 
the United States. Our Nation claims 
to be the leader of the free world—the 
free world. At our best, we try to mobi-
lize countries to uphold international 
law and prevent crimes against human-
ity. That is what we do and have done. 

But how can or how will the United 
States be able to criticize any country 
in the world—whether it is Russia, 
China, Saudi Arabia, or anyone, any 
other country in the world—if we pre-
tend that what is happening in Gaza is 
acceptable, if we actually believe what 
Netanyahu is saying? 

If we turn our backs and ignore the 
crimes against humanity that are 
being committed in Gaza right now, 
what credibility will we ever have in 
criticizing the actions of any country 
no matter how terrible those actions 
may be? Because people will say: Oh, 
really, you are attacking China or 
Turkiye or anyone else, really, really, 
deeply concerning. But, apparently, for 
Netanyahu, we don’t believe it. 

I don’t want to see this great country 
of ours be in that position. I want to 
see this country respected all over the 
world as a country that does believe in 
human rights, that does believe in 
international law. 

The ICC, as I see it, is trying to up-
hold international law and minimum 
standards of decency. Our government 
should do no less. 

I yield the floor. 

MORNING BUSINESS 
(At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I was 
absent due to a personal matter when 

the Senate voted on vote No. 172 on 
confirmation of Seth Robert Aframe, of 
New Hampshire, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the First Circuit. 
Last week, I voted to invoke cloture on 
Mr. Aframe. On vote No. 172, had I been 
present, I would have voted yea. 

Mr. President, I was absent due to a 
personal matter when the Senate voted 
on vote No. 173 on the motion to in-
voke cloture on Krissa M. Lanham to 
be United States District Judge for the 
District of Arizona. On vote No. 173, 
had I been present, I would have voted 
yea. 

Mr. President, I was absent due to a 
personal matter when the Senate voted 
on vote No. 174 on confirmation of 
Krissa M. Lanham to be United States 
District Judge for the District of Ari-
zona. On vote No. 174, had I been 
present, I would have voted yea. 

Mr. President, I was absent due to a 
personal matter when the Senate voted 
on vote No. 175 on the motion to in-
voke cloture on Angela M. Martinez to 
be U.S. District Judge for the District 
of Arizona. On vote No. 175, had I been 
present, I would have voted yea. 

Mr. President, I was absent due to a 
personal matter when the Senate voted 
on vote No. 176 on passage of S.J. Res. 
58, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy 
relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation Pro-
gram: Energy Conservation Standards 
for Consumer Furnaces’’. On vote No. 
176, had I been present, I would have 
voted yea.∑ 

f 

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
submit to the Senate a budget 
scorekeeping report. The report, which 
covers fiscal year 2024, was prepared 
and submitted as a letter by the Con-
gressional Budget Office pursuant to 
section 308(b) of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974. This information 
assists the Senate Budget Committee 
in determining if budgetary points of 
order lie against pending legislation. 

CBO’s report shows the effect on 
spending and revenues of congressional 
action through April 15, 2024. Between 
CBO’s last report on December 13, 2023, 
and April 15, 2024, Congress passed 
eight pieces of legislation with effects 
on direct spending or revenue. These 
include two appropriations bills passed 
in March, P.L. 118–42 and P.L. 118–47, 
that completed the fiscal year 2024 ap-
propriations cycle in line with the bi-
partisan agreement enacted last sum-
mer. 

CBO’s report included three tables, 
tables 1, 2, and 3. Tables 1 and 2 show 
that current budgetary levels are with-
in allowable amounts for budget au-
thority and outlays. The allowable lev-
els include an adjustment for the Sen-
ate-passed national security supple-
mental, P.L. 118–50, which had not yet 
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been enacted into law when the table 
was prepared. These tables also show 
that revenue is below the allowable 
amount, due to the rescissions of IRS 
mandatory funding in the last appro-
priation bill, P.L. 118–47, which reduces 
revenue and increases the deficit. 

Table 3 shows the Senate’s Pay-As- 
You-Go scorecard, which reflects $36.4 
billion of net deficit increase, entirely 
due to IRS funding rescissions. 

The Democratic staff of the Budget 
Committee prepared three addendum 
tables to supplement CBO’s report, ta-
bles A, B, and C. 

Table A compares the mandatory 
spending of each authorizing com-
mittee against the enforceable alloca-
tions under section 302 of the Congres-
sional Budget Act. It shows that 11 of 
the 16 authorizing committees are com-
pliant with their allocations, either be-
cause no legislation with significant 
budgetary costs was enacted, the legis-
lation was deficit-neutral and qualified 
for an allocation adjustment that was 
subsequently filed, or the legislation 
reduced spending. 

Table B updates CBO’s table 1, the 
Senate current level report for spend-
ing and revenues, to reflect the enact-
ment of P.L. 118–50, the national secu-
rity supplemental, which was passed by 
the House and Senate and was signed 
into law by the President after CBO 
prepared its report. 

Table C updates CBO’s table 3, updat-
ing the Senate Pay-As-You-Go score-
card to reflect six bills that have 
passed by the House and Senate since 
the release of CBO’s report, five of 
which have been signed into law by the 
President. 

I ask unanimous consent that CBO’s 
letter, accompanying tables, and the 
addendum be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, April 17, 2024. 
Hon. SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
Chairman, Committee on the Budget, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The enclosed report 
shows the effects of Congressional action on 
the fiscal year 2024 budget and is current 
through April 15, 2024. This report is sub-
mitted under section 308(b) and in aid of sec-
tion 311 of the Congressional Budget Act, as 
amended. 

The estimates of budget authority, out-
lays, and revenues are consistent with the 
allocations, aggregates, and other budgetary 
levels printed in the Congressional Record on 
March 22, 2024, pursuant to section 121 of the 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (FRA, Pub-
lic Law 118–5). 

Since our last letter dated December 13, 
2023, the Congress has cleared the following 
legislation that has significant effects on 
budget authority, outlays, or revenues in fis-
cal year 2024: 

An act to amend the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 to extend the Adminis-
trative Fine Program for certain reporting 
violations (P.L. 118–26); 

5G SALE Act (P.L. 118–27); 
National Defense Authorization Act for 

Fiscal Year 2024 (P.L. 118–31); 
Further Additional Continuing Appropria-

tions and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 
118–35); 

Overtime Pay for Protective Services Act 
of 2023 (P.L. 118–38); 

Extension of Continuing Appropriations 
and Other Matters Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–40); 

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 
118–42); and 

Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2024 (P.L. 118–47). 

Sincerely, 
PHILLIP L. SWAGEL, 

Director. 
Enclosure. 

TABLE 1.—SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR SPEND-
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024, AS OF 
APRIL 15, 2024 

[In billions of dollars] 

Budget 
Resolution 

Current 
Level 

Current 
Level 

Over (+) or 
Under (¥) 
Resolution 

On-Budget: 
Budget Authority ............. 5,036.2 4,944.6 ¥91.6 
Outlays ............................ 5,097.4 5,044.2 ¥53.2 
Revenues ......................... 3,651.8 3,650.6 ¥1.3 

Off-Budget: 
Social Security Outlays ... 1,322.7 1,322.7 0.0 
Social Security Revenues 1,195.5 1,195.5 0.0 

Source: Congressional Budget Office. 

TABLE 2.—SUPPORTING DETAIL FOR THE SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR ON-BUDGET SPENDING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024, AS OF APRIL 15, 2024 
[In millions of dollars] 

Budget 
Authority Outlays Revenues 

Previously Enacted: 
Revenues ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. n.a. n.a. 3,651,961 
Permanents and Other Spending Legislation a ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3,244,781 3,216,941 n.a. 
Prior-Year Outlays ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... .......................... 815,333 n.a. 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (P.L. 118–5) ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 200 ¥1,903 ¥123 
Offsetting Receipts ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. ¥1,262,969 ¥1,262,967 n.a. 

Total, Previously Enacted ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,982,012 2,767,404 3,651,838 
Enacted Legislation: b 

Authorizing Legislation 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2024 and Other Extensions Act (P.L. 118–15) .......................................................................................................................................................... 642 257 n.a. 
Further Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–22) .................................................................................................................................................... 1,589 954 n.a. 
An act to amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to extend the Administrative Fine Program for certain reporting violations (P.L. 118–26) ................................... 0 0 1 
5G SALE Act (P.L. 118–27) ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... ¥60 ¥60 n.a. 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (P.L. 118–31) ..................................................................................................................................................................... 2,629 178 n.a. 
Further Additional Continuing Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–35) .................................................................................................................................. 656 315 n.a. 
Overtime Pay for Protective Services Act of 2023 (P.L. 118–38) ................................................................................................................................................................................ 1 1 n.a. 
Extension of Continuing Appropriations and Other Matters Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–40) ................................................................................................................................................ ¥184 ¥48 n.a. 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–42) ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5,901 5,041 n.a. 
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–47) .................................................................................................................................................................................... 807 807 ¥1,273 

Subtotal, Authorizing Legislation ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 11,981 7,445 ¥1,272 
Appropriation Legislation 

Continuing Appropriations Act, 2024 and Other Extensions Act (P.L. 118–15) .......................................................................................................................................................... 16,000 979 n.a. 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–42) ................................................................................................................................................................................................. 668,501 386,365 n.a. 
Further Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (P.L. 118–47) .................................................................................................................................................................................... 2,120,423 1,715,937 n.a. 

Subtotal, Appropriation Legislation ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 2,804,924 2,103,281 n.a. 
Entitlements and Mandatories ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 145,677 166,024 n.a. 

Total Current Level ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 4,944,594 5,044,154 3,650,566 
Total Senate Resolutionc ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,036,175 5,097,363 3,651,838 

Current Level Over (+) or Under (¥) Senate Resolution ............................................................................................................................................................................................ ¥91,581 ¥53,209 ¥1,272 
Memorandum: 
Revenues, 2024–2033: 

Senate Current Level .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. n.a. n.a. 45,293,716 
Senate Resolution ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... n.a. n.a. 45,331,755 
Current Level Over (+) or Under (¥) Senate Resolution ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... n.a. n.a. ¥38,039 

Source: Congressional Budget Office. 
n.a. = not applicable; P.L. = public law. 
For purposes of enforcing section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 (P.L. 93–344) in the Senate, the aggregate spending and revenue levels for 2024 published in the Congressional Record on June 21, 2023, by the Chair-

man of the Senate Committee on the Budget pursuant to section 121 of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (FRA, P.L. 118–5) do not include budget authority, outlays, or revenues for off-budget amounts. As a result, amounts in this 
current-level report do not include those items. 

In keeping with the 21st Century Cures Act (P.L. 114–255), certain funding for the Department of Health and Human Services is excluded from estimates for the purposes of both the Budget Act and the Balanced Budget and Emer-
gency Deficit Control Act of 1985 (BBEDCA P.L. 99–177), as amended. As a result, this report excludes $457 million in budget authority and $770 million in outlays. Similarly, in keeping with section 14003 of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security Act (P.L. 116–136, as modified by section 101 of division AA of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (P.L. 116–260)), certain funding provided to the Army Corps of Engineers is excluded from estimates for the 
purposes of both the Budget Act and the Deficit Control Act. As a result, this report excludes $2,829 million in budget authority and $2,829 million in outlays. 

a Reflects a correction to account for the interest effects of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (FRA, P.L. 118–5), which were inadvertently excluded from the current-level report filed on December 13, 2023, because of a database 
error. As a result of that correction, previously enacted budget authority and outlays alike are $1,347 million less than previously indicated. 

b Current-level amounts and allocations include budgetary effects designated as an emergency requirement in keeping with section 251 of the Deficit Control Act. However, they exclude budgetary effects designated as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 4001 of S. Con. Res. 14 (117th Congress), the concurrent resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2022. In consultation with the Senate Committee on the Budget and in keeping with section 103 of the FRA, 
current-level amounts and allocations also exclude amounts previously enacted and designated as an emergency requirement for 2024 for allocation enforcement under the Budget Act. Excluded amounts are as follows: 
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Budget 

Authority Outlays Revenues 

Authorizing Legislation: 
Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 (P.L. 118–5) ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ 0 ¥2,331 n.a. 

Appropriation Legislation: 
Congressional non-BBEDCA Emergencies ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 70,983 2,798 n.a. 
Changes to Congressional non-BBEDCA Emergencies .................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0 358 n.a. 

Total, Emergency-Designated Budgetary Effects ........................................................................................................................................................................................ 70,983 825 n.a. 

c Section 121 of the FRA requires the Chair of the Senate Committee on the Budget to publish the aggregate spending and revenue levels for fiscal year 2024; those aggregate levels were first published in the Congressional Record on 
June 21, 2023. The Chair of the Senate Committee on the Budget has the authority to revise the budgetary aggregates for the budgetary effects of certain revenue and spending measures pursuant to the Budget Act and the FRA: 

Budget 
Authority Outlays Revenues 

Original Aggregates Printed on June 21, 2023: .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4,878,570 5,056,741 3,651,838 
Revisions: 

Published in the Congressional Record on September 12, 2023 ................................................................................................................................................................................. 61,854 23,541 n.a. 
Published in the Congressional Record on October 24, 2023 ..................................................................................................................................................................................... 16,642 1,219 n.a. 
Published in the Congressional Record on November 29, 2023 .................................................................................................................................................................................. 1,589 954 n.a. 
Published in the Congressional Record on March 8, 2024 .......................................................................................................................................................................................... 95,070 21,606 n.a. 
Published in the Congressional Record on March 22, 2024 ........................................................................................................................................................................................ ¥17,550 ¥6,698 n.a. 

Revised Senate Resolution .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 5,036,175 5,097,363 3,651,838 

TABLE 3.—SUMMARY OF THE SENATE PAY-AS-YOU-GO 
SCORECARD AS OF APRIL 15, 2024 

[In millions of dollars] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

Beginning Balance a ................ 0 0 0 
Enacted Legislation a b c, Pro-

viding Accountability 
Through Transparency Act of 
2023 (S. 111, P.L. 118–9) * * * 

250th Anniversary of the 
United States Marine 
Corps Commemorative 
Coin Act (H.R. 1096, 
P.L. 118–10) ............... 0 0 0 

Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2024 and Other 
Extensions Act (H.R. 
5860, P.L. 118–15) d .. * * * 

An act to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to 
extend and modify cer-
tain authorities and 
requirements relating 
to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and 
for other purposes (S. 
2795, P.L. 118–19) .... 0 1 ¥1 

Further Continuing Appro-
priations and Other 
Extensions Act, 2024 
(H.R. 6363, P.L. 118– 
22) e ............................ * * * 

National Guard and Re-
servists Debt Relief 
Extension Act of 2023 
(H.R. 3315, P.L. 118– 
24) .............................. * * * 

Duck Stamp Moderniza-
tion Act of 2023 (S. 
788, P.L. 118–25) ...... * * * 

An act to amend the 
Federal Election Cam-
paign Act of 1971 to 
extend the Administra-
tive Fine Program for 
certain reporting viola-
tions. (S. 2747, P.L. 
118–26) ...................... ¥1 ¥5 ¥10 

5G SALE Act (S. 2787, 
P.L. 118–27) ............... ¥60 ¥85 ¥85 

National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2024 (H.R. 2670, 
P.L. 118–31) ............... 178 1,410 ¥1,487 

Airport and Airway Exten-
sion Act of 2023, Part 
II (H.R. 6503, P.L. 
118–34) ...................... * * * 

Further Additional Con-
tinuing Appropriations 
and Other Extensions 
Act, 2024 (H.R. 2872, 
P.L. 118–35) f ............. * * * 

Overtime Pay for Protec-
tive Services Act of 
2023 (S. 3427, P.L. 
118–38) ...................... 1 1 1 

Extension of Continuing 
Appropriations and 
Other Matters Act, 
2024 (H.R. 7463, P.L. 
118–40) g ................... * * * 

Airport and Airway Exten-
sion Act of 2024 (H.R. 
7454, P.L. 118–41) .... * * * 

Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2024 (H.R. 
4366, P.L. 118–42) h .. — — — 

Further Consolidated Ap-
propriations Act, 2024 
(H.R. 2882, P.L. 118– 
47) i ............................. 1,273 17,586 37,971 

TABLE 3.—SUMMARY OF THE SENATE PAY-AS-YOU-GO 
SCORECARD AS OF APRIL 15, 2024—Continued 

[In millions of dollars] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

A joint resolution pro-
viding for congres-
sional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States 
Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the National 
Labor Relations Board 
relating to ‘‘Standard 
for Determining Joint 
Employer Status’’. (H.J. 
Res. 98) ...................... * * * 

Increase (+) or Decrease (¥) 
in the Deficit ....................... 1,391 18,908 36,389 

Total Change in Outlays 119 1,327 ¥1,572 
Total Change in Reve-

nues ............................ ¥1,272 ¥17,581 ¥37,961 

Source: Congressional Budget Office. 
P.L. = public law; — = excluded from PAYGO scorecard; * = between 

-$500,000 and $500,000. 
a On June 21, 2023 the Chairman of the Senate Committee on the Budget 

reset the Senate’s Pay-As-You-Go Scorecard to zero for all fiscal years. 
b The amounts shown represent the estimated effect of the public laws 

on the deficit. 
c Excludes off-budget amounts. 
d Section 2401(b) requires the budgetary effects of division B to be ex-

cluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard; however, the revenue effects 
from the immigration extensions included in division A are included in the 
scorecard because division A does not fall within the exclusion in section 
2401 of division B. 

e Section 701(b) requires the budgetary effects of division B to be ex-
cluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard; however, the revenue effects 
from the immigration extensions included in division A are included in the 
scorecard because division A does not fall within the exclusion in section 
701 of division B. 

f Section 401(b) requires the budgetary effects of division B to be ex-
cluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard; however, the revenue effects 
from the immigration extensions included in division A are included in the 
scorecard because division A does not fall within the exclusion in section 
401 of division B. 

g Section 102(b) requires the budgetary effects of division B to be ex-
cluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard; however, the revenue effects 
from the immigration extensions included in division A are included in the 
scorecard because division A does not fall within the exclusion in section 
102 of division B. 

h Section 401(b) of division G requires the budgetary effects of that divi-
sion to be excluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard. 

i Section 401(b) of division G requires the budgetary effects of that divi-
sion to be excluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard; however the revenue 
effects of rescinding amounts provided to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
in P.L. 117–169 are shown here because divisions B and D do not fall with-
in the exclusion in section 401(b) of division G. 

TABLE A.—SENATE AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE SPENDING 
COMPARED TO ALLOCATIONS 

[$ in millions; positive numbers represent spending above enforceable 
limits] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry: 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Armed Services: 
Budget Authority ............. 2,629 3,321 721 
Outlays ............................ 178 1,410 ¥1,487 

Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs: 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

Budget Authority ............. 747 3,338 5,368 
Outlays ............................ 748 795 ¥30 

Energy and Natural Resources: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 

TABLE A.—SENATE AUTHORIZING COMMITTEE SPENDING 
COMPARED TO ALLOCATIONS—Continued 

[$ in millions; positive numbers represent spending above enforceable 
limits] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

Outlays ............................ 3 3 3 
Environment and Public Works: 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Finance: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Foreign Relations: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions: 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Homeland Security and Govern-
ment Affairs; 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Indian Affairs: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Intelligence: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Judiciary: 
Budget Authority ............. 1 1 1 
Outlays ............................ 1 1 1 

Rules and Administration: 
Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Small Business and Entrepre-
neurship: 

Budget Authority ............. 0 0 0 
Outlays ............................ 0 0 0 

Veterans’ Affairs; 
Budget Authority ............. 0 1 ¥1 
Outlays ............................ 0 1 ¥1 

Memo—all committees, total 
over allocation 

Budget Authority ............. 3,377 6,661 6,089 
Outlays ............................ 930 2,210 ¥1,514 

TABLE B.—SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR SPEND-
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024, AS OF 
MAY 20, 2024 

[$ in billions] 

Budget 
Resolution 

Current 
Level 

Current 
Level 

Over (+) or 
Under (¥) 
Resolution 

On-Budget: 
Budget Authority ............. 5,036.2 5,039.9 3.7 
Outlays ............................ 5,090.4 5,057.4 ¥32.9 
Revenues ......................... 3,651.8 3,650.6 ¥1.2 

Off-Budget: 
Social Security Outlays ... 1,322.7 1,322.7 0.0 
Social Security Revenues 1,195.5 1,195.5 0.0 

Memo: This table is an updated version of CBO’s Table 1 above, incor-
porating the budgetary effects of H.R. 815, the national security supple-
mental, which was signed into law on April 24, 2024 (P.L. 118–50). 

TABLE C.—SUMMARY OF THE SENATE PAY-AS-YOU-GO 
SCORECARD AS OF MAY 20, 2024 

[$ in millions] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

Beginning Balance a ................ 1,391 18,908 36,389 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:40 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00024 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21MY6.046 S21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3807 May 21, 2024 
TABLE C.—SUMMARY OF THE SENATE PAY-AS-YOU-GO 

SCORECARD AS OF MAY 20, 2024—Continued 
[$ in millions] 

2024 2024–2028 2024–2033 

Legislation That Has cleared 
Congress Since April 15, 
2024: 

Making emergency sup-
plemental appropria-
tions for the fiscal 
year ending September 
30, 2024, and for 
other purposes (H.R. 
815, P.O. 118–50) b ... — — — 

Revising Existing Proce-
dures On Reporting via 
Technology (REPORT) 
Act (S. 474, P.L. 118– 
59) .............................. * * * 

Prohibiting Russian Ura-
nium Imports Act (H.R. 
1042, P.L. 118–62) c .. — — — 

Eliminate Useless Reports 
Act of 2023 (S. 2073) * * * 

Airport and Airway Exten-
sion Act of 2024, Part 
II (H.R. 8289, P.L. 
118–60) ...................... * * * 

Securing Growth and Ro-
bust Leadership in 
America Aviation Act 
(H.R. 3935, P.L.118– 
63) .............................. 0 54 63 

Total Change in 
Outlays ............... 0 54 63 

Total Change in 
Revenues ............ 0 0 0 

Final Balance ......... 1,391 18,962 36,452 

P.L. = public law; — = excluded from PAYGO scorecard; * = between 
¥$500,000 and $500,000. 

a The beginning balance reflects CBO’s Table 3, above. 
b Section 1(b) of division T requires the budgetary effects of division D 

and each subsequent division to be excluded from the Senate’s PAYGO 
scorecard. 

c H.R. 1042 increases direct spending from budget authority originally 
designated as an emergency requirement pursuant to a budget resolution by 
the infrastructure investment and Jobs Act (P.L. 117–58), and therfore is ex-
cluded from the Senate’s PAYGO scorecard. 

f 

ASIAN AMERICAN, NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN, AND PACIFIC ISLANDER 
HERITAGE MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today in recognition of Asian Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Is-
lander Heritage Month. Each year, this 
month gives us the opportunity to cele-
brate the diverse group of peoples who 
make up Asian America. And there is 
much to celebrate; today, we see Asian 
Americans in every part of American 
society, from books and movies, to the 
highest halls of government. 

President Biden has appointed 
AANHPI leaders to key positions in the 
administration, including Ambassador 
Katherine Tai, Acting Secretary of 
Labor Julie Su, and White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy Di-
rector Arati Prabhakar. 

At the same time, we recognize the 
many barriers broken by those who 
came before, to pave the wide road 
which we now traverse today. 

The AANHPI civil rights movement 
is inextricably tied with the Black 
civil rights movement that defined the 
mid-20th century, giving rise not only 
to well-known African-American activ-
ists like Martin Luther King, Jr, John 
Lewis, and Malcolm X, but also leaders 
like Grace Lee Boggs, Larry Itliong, 
and Patsy Mink. 

For many of us, these latter three 
names are not as familiar; only now 
are we as a country beginning to truly 
recognize the importance of the Asian- 
American movement, and to teach its 
history to the next generation. Asian- 

American activists played a key role in 
calling out U.S. involvement in colo-
nialist conflicts like the Vietnam war, 
as well as racist housing and develop-
ment projects at home. 

As we have seen time and again, fail-
ing to understand our history as a na-
tion puts us at risk of repeating its 
mistakes. Our context in the 21st cen-
tury is undoubtedly distinct from the 
challenges faced by the earliest Asian 
Americans. Yet hate crimes against 
the AANHPI community increased 167 
percent from 2020 to 2021, in large part 
because of racist rhetoric echoed by 
the highest levels of government dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Though incidences of anti-Asian hate 
have decreased overall from 2021 to 
2022, racially motivated incidents 
against Sikh and Muslim Americans 
have continued to rise. 

Janelle Wong, a contemporary Asian- 
American activist and researcher for 
the nonprofit AAPI Data, said that 
‘‘Anti-Asian hate crimes . . . are often 
tied to national security or other kinds 
of U.S. foreign policy that heightened 
attention to Asian Americans in the 
U.S. We will expect them to go up 
again at some point, depending on 
what the national and international 
context is and the degree to which 
places in Asia are cast as a threat to 
the U.S.’’ 

As the chair of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, I will be the first 
to tell you that the Chinese Com-
munist Party poses a significant na-
tional security threat to the United 
States in many arenas. But we as a 
country must be able to distinguish be-
tween China as a geopolitical entity 
and Chinese Americans and Chinese 
people with their own unique beliefs, 
hopes, and dreams. Sinophobia, and all 
other forms of racism and discrimina-
tion, cannot be excused in the name of 
geopolitical circumstance. 

As a nation of immigrants, we should 
know better than to label people as 
‘‘un-American’’ because they or their 
families were born someplace else. 

The Biden administration has taken 
significant, meaningful steps to ad-
dress anti-Asian racism over the last 3 
years, including signing the COVID–19 
Hate Crimes Act to make reporting 
hate crimes easier and hosting the 
first-ever White House summit against 
hate-fueled violence, alongside signifi-
cant actions to address gun violence. 

The administration also launched the 
first-ever National Strategy to Ad-
vance Equity, Justice, and Opportunity 
for AANHPI communities, addressing 
issues like anti-Asian hate and enhanc-
ing accessibility to government serv-
ices in multiple languages. 

Of particular note to me as a member 
of the Small Business Committee, 
Biden has provided over $22 billion in 
loans to AANHPI entrepreneurs 
through the Small Business Adminis-
tration, achieving the highest Asian- 
American employment and entrepre-
neurship rates in over a decade. 

And finally, recognizing the impor-
tance of honoring and protecting tradi-

tional cultures, the President signed 
legislation to establish a National Mu-
seum of Asian Pacific American His-
tory and Culture. 

I am proud to join 400,000 Asian 
American, Native Hawaiians, and Pa-
cific Islanders in calling the State of 
Maryland my home. I recognize that 
the last few years have been difficult 
for the AANHPI community, and as a 
Jewish American, I want to take a mo-
ment to grieve with you in the face of 
what at times can feel like an over-
whelming rise in hate and discrimina-
tion. 

But I would urge you to keep pushing 
toward a fairer, more just future—and 
I will be right there with you. 

In this last week of AANHPI Herit-
age Month, I invite my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating the triumphs of 
this community in the face of great ad-
versity and to continue our work to lift 
up and address their unique needs to 
ensure that we all can thrive. 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WYO-
MING WILD SHEEP FOUNDATION 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the 40th anniversary 
of the Wyoming Wild Sheep Founda-
tion. 

On June 7, 2024, the Wyoming Wild 
Sheep Foundation will celebrate its 
40th anniversary. The celebration will 
be held in conjunction with its summer 
convention at the Little America Hotel 
and Conference Center in Cheyenne, 
WY. The foundation is dedicated to 
preserving Wyoming’s bighorn sheep 
herds and their habitats, to conserva-
tion education, and to hunter’s rights. 

The 1960s saw a drastic decline in big-
horn sheep populations and their habi-
tats throughout the country. This 
prompted the formation of the Founda-
tion for North American Wild Sheep in 
1974. It is now known as the Wild Sheep 
Foundation. The foundation aimed to 
restore and manage sheep herds and 
their ranges. 

In 1983, Dave Steger, Ron Ball, Alex 
Wolfer, John Suda, and Terry Reach es-
tablished the Wyoming Wild Sheep 
Foundation. The Wyoming foundation 
sought the same goals as the national 
group, but solely within the borders of 
the State. 

Wyoming’s rugged mountains and 
western plains are home to 15 bighorn 
sheep herds. With over 5,900 wild sheep, 
Wyoming is a mecca for bighorn sheep. 

The Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation 
plays a critical role in maintaining the 
health and vitality of each herd and 
the habitat in which they thrive. Con-
servation efforts to preserve these 
herds includes bighorn sheep reintro-
duction, recreational trail closure, and 
prescribed burns. 

The re-establishment of the Ferris- 
Seminoe herd near Rawlins proves to 
be one of the most successful trans-
plant efforts for bighorn sheep in Wyo-
ming. The low population prompted the 
Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation, in 
partnership with the Wyoming Game 
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and Fish, to capture and transplant 
bighorn sheep from the Whiskey Moun-
tain and Devil Canyon herds to aug-
ment and re-establish the Ferris- 
Seminoe herd. Those continued efforts 
help the herd thrive and reach popu-
lation objectives set forth by the Wyo-
ming Game and Fish. 

Similar to the Ferris-Seminoe herd, 
the Sweetwater Rocks herd was com-
pletely decimated by 1907 and again in 
1980. Recently, the foundation estab-
lished the Sweetwater Rocks Initiative 
to reintroduce sheep into the region. 
The foundation is collaborating with 
the Wyoming Game and Fish and local 
ranchers to ‘‘put wild sheep back on 
the mountain.’’ 

The snowcapped peaks and rocky 
mountains in northwestern Wyoming 
are home to the Teton Range herd. The 
herd nearly died out in the 19th and 
20th centuries due to over harvest, dis-
ease, habitat depletion, and disturb-
ance of their migration routes. The 
foundation’s mitigation efforts include 
working with the Wyoming Game and 
Fish and Grand Teton National Park to 
close recreation areas in important 
bighorn sheep habitats and to collar 
the sheep to track survival patterns. 

The survival and growth of the herds, 
the vitality of the habitat, and the end-
less dedication of every member are a 
testimony to the importance of the 
Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation. 

The foundation partnered with the 
Wyoming Big Game License Coalition 
to establish five Governor’s Bighorn 
Sheep hunting tags. This collaboration 
helps fund conservation projects for 
bighorn sheep and ensure hunting re-
mains an integral part of Wyoming’s 
heritage. Since the partnership began 
in 2003, bighorn sheep tags have raised 
over $5 million for conservation. 

In 2015, one of Wyoming Wild Sheep 
Foundation’s lifetime members Gary 
Butler approached the foundation to 
establish a permanent bighorn sheep 
conservation fund. The plan was to en-
sure long-term projects were sustain-
able into the future. Due to the popu-
larity of this fund, it has already ex-
ceeded the original goals. As of 2022, 
the fund generated more than $400,000 
and awarded 11 lifetime memberships 
to youth. Gary’s dedication to bighorn 
sheep is a testament to the caliber of 
this organization and to each member’s 
unwavering devotion to the long-term 
survival of Wyoming’s wild sheep. 

The Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation 
is an incredible asset for conservation 
efforts in Wyoming. No project is too 
small. Each of the foundation’s mem-
bers bears a resolute commitment to 
the strength of the herd and the habi-
tat, all while maintaining the values of 
hunting. The Wyoming Wild Sheep 
Foundation is led by: 

Katie Cheesbrough, Executive Director 
Dean DiJenno, Deputy Director 
Zach McDermott, President 
Scott Butler, Vice President 
Bralli Clifford, Treasurer 
Bruce Perryman, Secretary 
John W. Harris, Board Director 
Kurt Eisenach, Past President 

Sam Lockwood, Board Director 
Scott Smith, Board Director 
Jimmy Owens, Board Director 
Matt Hoobler, Board Director 
Greg Pope, Board Director 

It is an honor to rise in recognition 
of this significant milestone for the 
Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation. The 
impact and opportunities the founda-
tion has created for bighorn sheep, 
hunters, and youth leaves an aston-
ishing mark on the outlook of bighorn 
sheep in Wyoming. Congratulations to 
the Wyoming Wild Sheep Foundation 
on their 40th anniversary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE WRIGHT 
MUSEUM OF WORLD WAR II 

∑ Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the Wright Museum 
of World War II in Wolfeboro, NH. This 
local landmark, educational institu-
tion, and national repository for WWII 
items and memorabilia will be holding 
events throughout the summer in cele-
bration of its 30th anniversary. I join 
in saluting the hard-working Wright 
Museum staff, its enthusiastic volun-
teers, and its generous supporters who 
give so much of their time and effort to 
fulfilling the vision of founder David 
Wright: to be the preeminent history 
museum that preserves and promotes a 
comprehensive understanding and ap-
preciation of the enduring contribu-
tions made by World War II-era Ameri-
cans. 

The Wright Museum of World War II 
is unmistakable to people who venture 
down Center Street near Wolfeboro’s 
historic downtown. They turn the cor-
ner to find a genuine M3A1 Stuart tank 
positioned almost as if it just broke 
through the building’s brick frontage. 
The tank is just one current piece of an 
extensive military vehicle collection 
that once belonged to museum founder 
David Wright, a U.S. marine during the 
Korean war and a proud son of a World 
War II veteran. David would offer 
pieces of his collection for parades and 
special events throughout the North-
east, but he knew his vehicles rep-
resented a small part of a vast war ef-
fort that mobilized millions of Ameri-
cans in a variety of ways. He had an 
idea for a permanent building that 
would tell the full story of the people 
who made these enormous contribu-
tions. He envisioned a museum that 
contextualized this time period so 
Americans today could thoroughly 
grasp the forces on the battlefield and 
the home front that propelled our 
country to victory. 

In 1992, David found an ideal site at 
the former location of a Diamond Na-
tional sawmill in Wolfeboro. He uncov-
ered a perfect natural setting adjacent 
to the Smith River and nearby Lake 
Winnipesaukee, and he identified a 
community filled with people who 
would eagerly donate their time and 
resources in support of the museum’s 

mission. The Wright Museum of World 
War II opened its doors in 1994. Since 
then, museum staff and volunteers 
have guided nearly 300,000 visitors, in-
cluding my family and me, on an inter-
active and thought-provoking journey 
that captures American life in the 
early 1940s and depicts the enduring 
impact of the Greatest Generation. 

The Wright Museum hosts guest lec-
tures and rotating exhibits in a flexible 
space, including its current offerings of 
‘‘D-day: A View from Above’’ and 
‘‘Women in Uniform,’’ alongside its 
popular permanent exhibits. One per-
manent display is a military gallery 
that showcases World War II-era uni-
forms and weaponry in addition to 
David Wright’s collection of tanks, 
half-tracks, jeeps, and motorcycles. 
These vehicles are still drivable and 
operational thanks to the Wright Me-
chanics, a group of volunteers who edu-
cate themselves on the inner workings 
of 80-year-old equipment. The military 
gallery is complemented by a home-
front gallery that sheds light on every-
day life in 1940s America while the war 
was waged overseas. It includes dozens 
of artifacts as well as full-scale rep-
licas of a typical kitchen and soda 
fountain. Another illuminating exhibit 
is the time tunnel. Visitors are able to 
walk through rooms dedicated to each 
year from 1939 to 1945 and learn 
through audio and visual means about 
the culture and prevailing mood of the 
country. There is even a Victory Gar-
den outside of the museum that grows 
produce for a local food pantry. 

These exhibits come together at the 
Wright Museum of World War II to 
craft a compelling and enlightening 
narrative of the homefront contribu-
tions to the American war effort. The 
museum is always finding creative 
ways to engage patrons of all ages, and 
everyone learns something new about 
the World War II experience after talk-
ing with a passionate volunteer, listen-
ing to an expert speaker, or interacting 
with a thoughtfully placed display. 
These efforts ensure that current and 
future generations will appreciate all 
of the people who played a role in this 
formative chapter of our American 
story. United as one and fighting for a 
common purpose, these incredible citi-
zens achieved victory, protected our 
way of life, and reintroduced freedom 
and democracy to distant parts of the 
world. Their legacy of commitment, 
duty, and sacrifice should inspire all of 
us as we confront modern-day chal-
lenges and threats to global peace and 
security. 

On a personal note, the last outing I 
took with my 94-year-old mother, a 
member of the Greatest Generation, 
before her passing was to the Wright 
Museum. I have wonderful memories of 
that visit and the thoughtfulness of ev-
eryone at the museum. Thank you for 
your stewardship of World War II 
memorabilia. 

On behalf of the people of New Hamp-
shire, I ask my colleagues and all 
Americans to join me in celebrating 
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the 30th anniversary of the Wright Mu-
seum of World War II.∑ 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED PETITION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with chapter 8 of title 5, United States 
Code, hereby direct that the Senate Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources be 
discharged from further consideration of S.J. 
Res. 58, a joint resolution providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy relating 
to ‘‘Energy Conservation Program: Energy 
Conservation Standards for Consumer Fur-
naces’’, and, further, that the joint resolu-
tion be immediately placed upon the Legisla-
tive Calendar under General Orders. 

Ted Cruz, Kevin Cramer, Bill Cassidy, 
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Lindsey Graham, 
Tommy Tuberville, Joni Ernst, Mitt 
Romney, Ted Budd, John Barrasso, 
Chuck Grassley, Katie Boyd Britt, 
Roger F. Wicker, John Thune, Mike 
Rounds, Ron Johnson, Marsha Black-
burn, Jerry Moran, Mike Lee, James 
Lankford, Thom Tillis, Cynthia M. 
Lummis, Eric Schmitt, Mike Braun, 
Dan Sullivan, Roger Marshall, John 
Hoeven, John Cornyn, John Boozman, 
Marco Rubio. 

f 

MEASURES DISCHARGED 

The following joint resolution was 
discharged from the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources, by peti-
tion, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 802(c), and 
placed on the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 58. Joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of 
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Energy relating 
to ‘‘Energy Conservation Program: Energy 
Conservation Standards for Consumer Fur-
naces’’. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 8369. An act to provide for the expedi-
tious delivery of defense articles and defense 
services for Israel and other matters. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 4381. A bill to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a 
health care provider’s ability to provide con-
traceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–4611. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals 
that the Department of Defense requests be 
enacted during the second session of the 
118th Congress; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4612. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals 
that the Department of Defense requests be 
enacted during the second session of the 
118th Congress; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4613. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Selective Service System, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Privacy Act Procedures’’ 
(RIN3240–AA05) received in the office of the 
President of the Senate on May 15, 2024; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4614. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals 
that the Department of Defense requests be 
enacted during the second session of the 
118th Congress; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4615. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition and 
Sustainment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to waiving the Full-Up 
System Level requirement for survivability 
and lethality testing for the E–XX Take 
Charge And Move Out (TACAMO) aircraft; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4616. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of an officer 
authorized to wear the insignia of the grade 
of brigadier general in accordance with title 
10, United States Code, section 777, this will 
not cause the Department to exceed the 
number of frocked officers authorized; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4617. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of twenty-six 
(26) officers authorized to wear the insignia 
of the grade of brigadier general in accord-
ance with title 10, United States Code, sec-
tion 777, this will not cause the Department 
to exceed the number of frocked officers au-
thorized; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–4618. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of nine (9) offi-
cers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of rear admiral (lower half) in accord-
ance with title 10, United States Code, sec-
tion 777, this will not cause the Department 
to exceed the number of frocked officers au-
thorized; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–4619. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of an officer 
authorized to wear the insignia of the grade 
of brigadier general in accordance with title 
10, United States Code, section 777, this will 
not cause the Department to exceed the 
number of frocked officers authorized; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4620. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of eight (8) of-
ficers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777, this 
will not cause the Department to exceed the 
number of frocked officers authorized; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4621. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of eight (8) of-
ficers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general in accordance with 
title 10, United States Code, section 777, this 

will not cause the Department to exceed the 
number of frocked officers authorized; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–4622. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of seven (7) of-
ficers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of rear admiral (lower half) in accord-
ance with title 10, United States Code, sec-
tion 777, this will not cause the Department 
to exceed the number of frocked officers au-
thorized; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–4623. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals 
that the Department of Defense requests be 
enacted during the second session of the 
118th Congress; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4624. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of thirty-one 
(31) officers authorized to wear the insignia 
of the grade of brigadier general or major 
general in accordance with title 10, United 
States Code, section 777, this will not cause 
the Department to exceed the number of 
frocked officers authorized; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–4625. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of nine (9) offi-
cers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of rear admiral (lower half) in accord-
ance with title 10, United States Code, sec-
tion 777, this will not cause the Department 
to exceed the number of frocked officers au-
thorized; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

EC–4626. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of ten (10) offi-
cers authorized to wear the insignia of the 
grade of brigadier general or major general 
in accordance with title 10, United States 
Code, section 777, this will not cause the De-
partment to exceed the number of frocked 
officers authorized; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC–4627. A communication from the Senior 
Official performing the duties of the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting the report of twelve (12) 
officers authorized to wear the insignia of 
the grade of rear admiral (lower half) in ac-
cordance with title 10, United States Code, 
section 777, this will not cause the Depart-
ment to exceed the number of frocked offi-
cers authorized; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–4628. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional and Public Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
a report relative to expenditures pursuant to 
the national emergency declared by Execu-
tive Order 13873 as well as Executive Orders 
14034 and 13984; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4629. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment to 
Existing Controls on Russia and Belarus 
Under the Export Administration Regula-
tions Adding New License Exception Medical 
Devices; Corrections’’ (RIN0694–AJ59) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
April 26, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4630. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
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Regulations, Office of Housing, Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Revision of Investing Lenders and 
Investing Mortgagees Requirements and Ex-
pansion of Government-Sponsored Enterprise 
Definition’’ (RIN2502–AJ60) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 29, 2024; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4631. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13067 with respect to Sudan; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4632. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13413 with respect to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–4633. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to 
Export, Reexport, and Transfer (In-Country) 
Controls for Nicaragua under the Export Ad-
ministration Regulations’’ (RIN0694–AJ34) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 3, 2024; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4634. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions to 
the Unverified List’’ (RIN0694–AJ33) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 3, 
2024; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4635. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Additions of 
Entities to the Entity List’’ (RIN0694–AJ54) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 3, 2024; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4636. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Additions to 
the Entity List’’ (RIN0694–AJ28) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 3, 
2024; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4637. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13405 with respect to 
Belarus; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4638. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13959 with respect to the 
threat from securities investments that fi-
nance certain companies of the People’s Re-
public of China; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4639. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 

entitled ‘‘Chief Counsel’s Interpretation 
Clarifying: (1) Authority of a Bank to En-
gage in Certain Cryptocurrency Activities 
and (2) Authority of the OCC to Charter a 
National Trust Bank’’; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4640. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Inflation Adjustment of Civil Monetary 
Penalties’’ received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 9, 2024; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–4641. A communication from the Dep-
uty General Counsel for Operations, Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the position of Presi-
dent, Government National Mortgage Asso-
ciation, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 14, 2024; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4642. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Export Control 
Revisions for Australia, United Kingdom, 
United States Enhanced Trilateral Security 
Partnership’’ (RIN0694–AJ58) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 22, 2024; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4643. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Export Control 
Measures Under the Export Administration 
Regulations to Address Iranian Aggression 
Against Israel and Military Support for Rus-
sia’’ (RIN0694–AJ61) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 22, 2024; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4644. A communication from the Regu-
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas-
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Community Rein-
vestment Act; Supplemental Rule’’ (RIN1557– 
AF26) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on April 22, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4645. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 12978 with respect to signifi-
cant foreign narcotics traffickers centered in 
Colombia; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4646. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13611 with respect to Yemen; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4647. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13303 with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4648. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, two (2) re-
ports relative to vacancies in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, received in the Office 

of the President of the Senate on April 17, 
2024; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4649. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel, General Law, Ethics, 
and Regulation, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a vacancy in the Office of the Assist-
ant Secretary for Terrorist Financing and 
Financial Crimes, Department of Treasury 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on April 29, 2024; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4650. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Securing the 
Information and Communications Tech-
nology and Services Supply Chain; Con-
nected Software Applications’’ (RIN0605– 
AA62) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on April 22, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–4651. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Zimbabwe Sanctions Regula-
tions’’ received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on April 22, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4652. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addition of En-
tities to and Revision of Entry on the Entity 
List’’ (RIN0694–AJ47) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 23, 2024; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4653. A communication from the Assist-
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Commu-
nity Reinvestment Act; Supplemental Rule’’ 
(RIN7100–AG75) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on April 24, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–4654. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revision of 
Firearms License Requirements’’ (RIN0694– 
AJ46) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on April 26, 2024; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4655. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fair Lending, Fair 
Housing, and Equitable Housing Finance 
Plans’’ (RIN2590–AB29) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on May 1, 2024; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC–4656. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Flood-
plain Management and Protection of Wet-
lands; Minimum Property Standards for 
Flood Hazard Exposure; Building to the Fed-
eral Flood Risk Management Standard’’ 
(RIN2506–AC54) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on April 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 
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EC–4657. A communication from the Asso-

ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Community Planning 
and Development, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Final Determination: Adoption of Energy 
Efficiency Standards for New Construction 
of HUD- and USDA-Financed Housing’’ 
(RIN2506–AC55) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 1, 2024; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–4658. A communication from the Asso-
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Public and Indian 
Housing, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Housing Oppor-
tunity Through Modernization Act of 2016— 
Housing Choice Voucher and Project-Based 
Voucher Implementation; Additional 
Streamlining Changes’’ (RIN2577–AD06) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 10, 2024; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–4659. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, proposed leg-
islation entitled ‘‘To repeal the MOX produc-
tion objective reporting requirement, and for 
other purposes’’; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4660. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, proposed leg-
islation entitled ‘‘To expand the Secretary of 
Energy’s authority to counter threatening 
unmanned aircraft systems for the protec-
tion of covered nuclear facilities and assets, 
and for other purposes’’; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4661. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of General Counsel, Department of Energy, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘National Environmental 
Policy Act Implementing Procedures’’ 
(RIN1990–AA48) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 3, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4662. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Solar for All’’; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–4663. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of Manufacturing and Energy Supply Chains, 
Department of Energy, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘In-
terpretation of Foreign Entity of Concern’’ 
(RIN1901–ZA02) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on May 5, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4664. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Federal 
Energy Management Program, Department 
of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Clean Energy 
for New Federal Buildings and Major Ren-
ovations of Federal Buildings’’ (RIN1904– 
AB96) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 5, 2024; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4665. A communication from the Divi-
sion Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of 
Land Management, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Conservation Land-
scape Health Final Rule’’ (RIN1004–AE92) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 3, 2024; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC–4666. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Legislation, Office 
of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, 
Department of Energy, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘En-
ergy Conservation Program: Energy Con-
servation Standards for Miscellaneous Re-
frigeration Products’’ (RIN1904–AF62) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 9, 2024; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4667. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Building for 
the Future Through Electric Regional Trans-
mission Planning and Cost Allocation’’ 
((RIN1902–AF87) (Docket No. RM21–17–000)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 15, 2024; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC–4668. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Implementing 
Statutory Addition of Certain Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances to the Toxics 
Release Inventory Beginning with Reporting 
Year 2024’’ ((RIN2070–AL04) (FRL No. 9427.1– 
01–OCSPP)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 14, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4669. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Missouri: Final Ap-
proval of State Underground Storage Tank 
Program Revisions, Codification, and Incor-
poration by Reference’’ (FRL No. 11446–02– 
R7) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on May 14, 2024; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4670. A communication from the Senior 
Attorney Advisor/Regulations Officer, Fed-
eral Highway Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Uniform 
Relocation Assistance and Real Property Ac-
quisition for Federal and Federally Assisted 
Programs’’ (RIN2125–AF79) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 5, 2024; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–4671. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘2022 Clean Watersheds Needs 
Survey Report to Congress’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–4672. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 355 PLR 
Procedures’’ (Rev. Proc. 2024–24) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 10, 2024; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–4673. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Expansion of Prohibition of Interment or 
Memorialization of Persons Who Committed 
Certain Crimes’’ (RIN2900–AS06) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 1, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–4674. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Update and Clarify Regulatory Bars to Ben-

efits Based on Character of Discharge’’ 
(RIN2900–AQ95) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 1, 2024; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4675. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘CHAMPVA Coverage of Audio-Only Tele-
health, Mental Health Services, and Cost 
Sharing for Certain Contraceptive Services 
and Contraceptive Products Approved, 
Cleared, or Granted by FDA’’ (RIN2900–AR55) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on May 1, 2024; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4676. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Veteran and Spouse Transitional Assist-
ance Grant Program’’ (RIN2900–AR68) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 5, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–4677. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti-
tled ‘‘Uniformed Services Employment and 
Reemployment Rights Act of 1994 (USERRA) 
Quarterly Report to Congress; First Quarter 
of fiscal year 2024’’; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4678. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Loan Guaranty: Regulation Servicer 
Changes’’ (RIN2900–AR97) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April 
17, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

EC–4679. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘VA Servicer Handbook M26–4, Chapter 9: 
VA Purchase [Note: VA has concluded that 
this handbook is not a ’rule’ within the 
meaning of 5 U.S.C. 804(3). Nevertheless, out 
of an abundance of caution, VA is submitting 
it to each House of Congress and to the 
Comptroller General consistent with the pro-
cedures set forth in 5 U.S.C. 801(a).]’’ re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on April 17, 2024; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4680. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘VA Manual M26–3, Chapter 9: VA Purchase 
[Note: VA has concluded that this handbook 
is not a ‘rule’ within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. 
804(3). Nevertheless, out of an abundance of 
caution, VA is submitting it to each House 
of Congress and to the Comptroller General 
consistent with the procedures set forth in 5 
U.S.C. 801(a).]’’ received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 17, 2024; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4681. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘VA Veteran Readiness and Employment 
Program Removal of Regulation Regarding 
Repayment of Training and Rehabilitation 
Supplies’’ (RIN2900–AR90) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
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President of the Senate on April 23, 2024; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4682. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Changes in Rates VA Pays for Special 
Modes of Transportation; Delay of Effective 
Date’’ (RIN2900–AS03) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 23, 2024; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4683. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Exceptions to Applying the Bilateral Fac-
tor in VA Disability Calculations’’ (RIN2900– 
AR51) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on April 23, 2024; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4684. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Federal Civil Penalties Inflation Adjust-
ment Act Amendments’’ (RIN2900–AR89) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
April 23, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–4685. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Active Service Pay’’ (RIN2900–AP86) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
April 23, 2024; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–4686. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘85/15 Rule Calculations, Waiver Criteria, 
and Reports’’ (RIN2900–AR56) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on April 23, 2024; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4687. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Commemorative Plaques and Urns’’ 
(RIN2900–AR88) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on May 14, 2024; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–4688. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Indian Health Service, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Removal of Outdated Regu-
lations’’ (RIN0917–AA24) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on April 25, 2024; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–4689. A communication from the Ad-
ministrative Specialist, Office of the Sec-
retary, Department of the Interior, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Acquisition Regulations; Buy In-
dian Act; Procedures for Contracting’’ 
(RIN1090–AB21) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on April 29, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

EC–4690. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Federal Elec-
tion Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘FOIA Im-
provement Act’’ (Notice 2024–13); to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

EC–4691. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Congressional and Leg-
islative Affairs, Small Business Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Criminal Justice Re-
views for the SBA Business Loan Programs, 
Disaster Loan Programs, and Surety Bond 
Guaranty Program’’ (RIN3245–AI03) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 1, 2024; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petitions and memo-
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–111. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Nevada urging 
the United States Congress to expand the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
and the Special Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants, and Children to 
cover the purchase of menstrual products; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 5 

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the 
State of Nevada, jointly, That the members of 
the 82nd Session of the Nevada Legislature 
hereby urge Congress to expand the eligible 
uses of benefits from the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program and the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children to include the 
purchase of menstrual products to improve 
the access of persons with low incomes to 
such necessary products; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
prepare and transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the Vice President of the United 
States as the presiding officer of the Senate, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and each member of the Nevada Congres-
sional Delegation; and be it further 

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–112. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Nevada urging 
the federal government to address the issue 
of spouses of members of the military losing 
retirement benefits due to frequent reloca-
tions by creating a retirement plan that is 
funded by the Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 6 

Whereas, Historically, the State of Nevada 
has honored the sacrifices that members of 
the military and their families have made to 
protect our freedoms by providing veterans 
and members of the military certain benefits 
and rehabilitative services; and 

Whereas, Nevada state law currently re-
quires the Director of the Department of 
Veterans Services to assist veterans and 
those persons presently serving in the Armed 
Forces of the United States who are resi-
dents of the State of Nevada and their 
spouses, domestic partners, widows, wid-
owers, children, dependents, administrators, 
executors and personal representatives; and 

Whereas, According to the RAND National 
Defense Research Institute, research has 
found that spouses of members of the mili-
tary have lower earnings and employment 
than comparable persons who are married to 
civilians and that relocating because of mili-
tary service is associated with lower spousal 
earnings; and 

Whereas, Permanently relocating because 
of a change of duty station has been shown 
by the RAND National Defense Research In-

stitute to reduce earnings of spouses of mem-
bers of the military and may threaten the 
ability of such persons to support themselves 
financially in retirement; and 

Whereas, A study by the RAND National 
Defense Research Institute suggests that 
programs designed to mitigate the adverse 
impacts on careers of spouses of members of 
the military associated with permanent relo-
cation because of a change of duty station 
may have meaningful impacts on the finan-
cial well-being of families of members of the 
military by improving current earnings and 
the ability of members of the military and 
their spouses to support themselves finan-
cially in retirement; and 

Whereas, The United States Department of 
Defense, through the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service, administers the mili-
tary retirement system, which is a govern-
ment-funded benefit system that includes 
monthly compensation for qualified retirees 
from the active duty and reserve forces of 
the military, disability benefits for those 
deemed medically unfit to serve and a sur-
vivor annuity program for the eligible sur-
vivors of deceased retirees; and 

Whereas, The United States Department of 
Defense currently offers several programs to 
assist military spouses advance their careers 
and educational goals, such as the Military 
Spouse Employment Partnership and My Ca-
reer Advancement Accounts, mainly through 
the Office of Military Community and Fam-
ily Policy of the Department; and 

Whereas, The Department of Defense Ap-
propriations Act appropriates funding to the 
United States Department of Defense for 
military activities; and 

Whereas, The United States Department of 
Defense does not currently have a plan or 
program that provides retirement benefits to 
spouses of members of the military; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and Assembly of the 
State of Nevada, jointly, That the members of 
the 81st Session of the Nevada Legislature 
express support for the creation of a retire-
ment plan to resolve the issue of the loss of 
retirement benefits for spouses of members 
of the military due to frequent relocations; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the members of the 81st Ses-
sion of the Nevada Legislature urge the Fed-
eral Government to create and implement a 
retirement plan that addresses the loss of re-
tirement benefits for spouses of members of 
the military due to frequent relocations that 
is funded by the Department of Defense Ap-
propriations Act; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
prepare and transmit a copy of this resolu-
tion to the President of the United States, 
Vice President of the United States as pre-
siding officer of the United States Senate, 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
each member of the Nevada Congressional 
Delegation, the United States Secretary of 
the Department of Defense and the Governor 
of the State of Nevada; and be it further 

Resolved, That this resolution becomes ef-
fective upon passage. 

POM–113. A concurrent memorial adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Arizona 
urging the United States Congress to enact 
legislation establishing a Space National 
Guard; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

SENATE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NO. 1004 

Whereas, the space domain has been a crit-
ical part of defense and combat operations 
necessary for the continued security of the 
United States symbolized by strategic im-
portance and the multifaceted value of space 
operations to both national security and 
technological advancement; 
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Whereas, Arizona is home to significant 

aerospace and defense industry contribu-
tions, with its citizens and economy bene-
fiting greatly from the technological innova-
tions and jobs these sectors provide; and 

Whereas, establishing a Space National 
Guard would enhance the capabilities of the 
United States in space by offering a cost-ef-
fective, ready and innovative force that 
leverages the talent and resources of states 
like Arizona; and 

Whereas, the collaboration between the 
United States Department of Defense, the 
United States Space Force and state Na-
tional Guards would strengthen national se-
curity, foster international partnerships and 
ensure that the United States remains at the 
forefront of space domain operations; and 

Whereas, the integration of National Guard 
space operations into a formal Space Na-
tional Guard would optimize resources, en-
suring every dollar invested yields signifi-
cant returns in combat capability and tech-
nological advancement; and 

Whereas, the Air National Guard’s Space 
Operations have demonstrated unparalleled 
expertise, readiness and economic efficiency 
and have proved the vital role they play in 
the nation’s defense and space exploration 
efforts; and 

Whereas, the establishment of the Space 
National Guard would recognize and leverage 
the existing Infrastructure, talent and inno-
vation present in states like Arizona and 
would foster a collaborative environment be-
tween federal and state entities to advance 
the nation’s space objectives. 

Wherefore your memorialist, the Senate of 
the State of Arizona, the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring, prays: 

1. That the United States Congress enact 
legislation to immediately establish a Space 
National Guard to harness and expand the 
capabilities, readiness and economic effi-
ciency of the Air National Guard’s Space Op-
erations, thereby ensuring that the United 
States maintains its competitive edge in 
space domain security and exploration. 

2. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States, the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and each Member of Congress 
from the State of Arizona. 

POM–114. A concurrent memorial adopted 
by the Legislature of the State of Arizona 
urging the President of the United States 
and the United States Congress to reevaluate 
proposed restrictions on the chemical indus-
try; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

HOUSE CONCURRENT MEMORIAL NO. 2001 
Whereas, the State of Arizona recognizes 

the vital role played by the chemical indus-
try in the economic development, national 
security and technological innovation of the 
United States; and 

Whereas, the chemical industry is a cor-
nerstone of our nation’s economy, contrib-
uting over $600 billion in economic impact, 
supporting more than half a million jobs and 
constituting 25% of the gross domestic prod-
uct; and 

Whereas, the chemical industry is instru-
mental in providing essential products and 
innovations that drive progress in areas such 
as housing, infrastructure, health care, tele-
communications and clean energy solutions; 
and 

Whereas, the success of the chemical in-
dustry is crucial to maintaining America’s 
global competitiveness and achieving na-
tional priorities; and 

Whereas, recent regulatory actions and 
proposed restrictions by the Biden Adminis-

tration and its agencies have raised concerns 
about the impact on the chemical industry’s 
ability to innovate, create products and con-
tribute to the nation’s economic growth; and 

Whereas, these new restrictions have the 
potential to limit access to and increase the 
cost of essential products, negatively im-
pacting the United States economy, jeopard-
izing American competitiveness and delay-
ing progress in industries with urgent and 
growing needs; and 

Whereas, there are currently 13 proposed 
new restrictions with the potential to di-
rectly impact the chemical industry, ranging 
from outright bans on certain chemistries to 
regulations that may render manufacturing 
unviable or impossible; and 

Whereas, these restrictions may have det-
rimental effects on the supply chains for 
vital technologies, including semiconduc-
tors, electric vehicles and modern health 
care applications; and 

Whereas, the proposed restrictions con-
tradict policy priorities set forth by laws 
such as the Inflation Reduction Act, the In-
frastructure Investment and Jobs Act and 
the CHIPS and Science Act; and 

Whereas, responsible regulation that 
prioritizes science, promotes innovation and 
supports supply chain resiliency is essential 
to achieving national goals. 

Wherefore your memorialist, the House of 
Representatives of the State of Arizona, the 
Senate concurring, prays: 

1. That the Members of the Legislature 
urge the President of the United States, fed-
eral agencies and the United States Congress 
to reevaluate proposed restrictions on the 
chemical industry and to ensure that regula-
tions are based on sound science, promote in-
novation and support supply chain resil-
iency. 

2. That the Members of the Legislature 
urge the President of the United States, fed-
eral agencies and the United States Congress 
to support frameworks that celebrate inno-
vation and accelerate progress in the chem-
ical industry. 

3. That the Secretary of State of the State 
of Arizona transmit copies of this Memorial 
to the President of the United States, the 
President of the United States Senate, the 
Speaker of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, the directors of relevant fed-
eral agencies and each Member of Congress 
from the State of Arizona. 

POM–115. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio 
urging the United States Congress to repeal 
the Windfall Elimination Provision and the 
Government Pension Offset; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 
SUBSTITUTE HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 

NO. 6 
Whereas, The Windfall Elimination Provi-

sion was enacted in 1983 to equalize the 
earned Social Security benefits of workers 
who spend part of their careers in exempt 
public service and workers who spend their 
entire careers participating in Social Secu-
rity; and 

Whereas, The Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion reduces the Social Security benefits of 
public servants who receive a pension for 
public service that was not subject to Social 
Security taxes; and 

Whereas, The Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion’s flawed practical application dimin-
ishes nearly 150,000 Ohioans’ retirement se-
curity and fails to recognize their rightfully 
earned Social Security and public pension 
benefits; and 

Whereas, The Government Pension Offset 
reduces the Social Security spousal or sur-
vivor benefit paid to an individual’s spouse 
who receives a government pension based on 

the spouse’s own public employment not cov-
ered by Social Security; and 

Whereas, The Government Pension Offset 
reduces an individual’s Social Security 
spousal or survivor benefit by two-thirds of 
the individual’s own government pension, 
leaving many without adequate retirement 
income; and 

Whereas, It is estimated that the Govern-
ment Pension Offset affects and undermines 
the financial security of more than 100,000 
Ohioans; and 

Whereas, There are 1.7 million participants 
in Ohio’s public retirement systems and over 
450,000 beneficiaries and recipients; and 

Whereas, Members of the 118th United 
States Congress have introduced legislation 
to repeal the Windfall Elimination Provision 
and the Government Pension Offset; now 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the members of the 
135th General Assembly of the State of Ohio, 
in adopting this resolution, urge the Con-
gress of the United States to repeal the 
Windfall Elimination Provision and the Gov-
ernment Pension Offset; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives transmit duly authenticated 
copies of this resolution to the President Pro 
Tempore and Secretary of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker and Clerk of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem-
bers of the Ohio Congressional delegation, 
and the news media of Ohio. 

POM–116. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of California urging 
the federal Office of Management and Budget 
to update its Uniform Guidance in order to 
improve job creation, quality, and equity; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO.5 
Whereas, Since 1988, the federal Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) established 
federal grant rules, now known as the Uni-
form Guidance (2 C.F.R. Part 200), that have 
severely limited state and local governments 
from implementing substantive procurement 
standards that promote good jobs and eq-
uity; and 

Whereas, State and local governments are 
prohibited from using local hire (hiring peo-
ple from a specific geographic region) in fed-
erally funded procurements; and 

Whereas, The Uniform Guidance has im-
peded the implementation of policies, includ-
ing targeted hire provisions and project 
labor agreements: 

Whereas, This language has hindered state 
and local governments efforts to put local or 
disadvantaged residents to work rebuilding 
infrastructure in their own communities; 
and 

Whereas, No empirical evidence has been 
cited that shows local hire has an adverse 
impact on bid competition or cost; and 

Whereas, The United States Congress itself 
has never prohibited local hire or targeted 
hire; and 

Whereas, The 2015 Obama-Biden Adminis-
tration’s Local Labor Hiring Pilot Program 
allowed grant recipients to use local hire 
programs to successfully increase social, 
economic, and racial equity in their commu-
nities; and 

Whereas, The Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act allowed for local hire to be 
used in transportation construction projects; 
and 

Whereas, Local hire programs address the 
fundamental goal of having residents partici-
pate in infrastructure investments in their 
own towns and cities: and 

Whereas, Targeted hire programs can also 
increase opportunities for workers of color, 
women, veterans, returning community 
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members, and others historically excluded 
from meaningful employment; now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis-
lature urges the Office of Management and 
Budget to update its Uniform Guidance to 
explicitly allow states and localities to im-
plement strong procurement standards that 
advance high-quality jobs and equitable hir-
ing, including lifting the local hire prohibi-
tion on federally funded projects, and in so 
doing empower California lawmakers and 
agencies to create equitable infrastructure 
jobs that can strengthen our cities, counties, 
and state; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and the Vice President of the 
United States, the federal Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, and to the author for ap-
propriate distribution. 

POM–117. A joint resolution adopted by the 
General Assembly of the State of Tennessee 
urging the federal government to do all with-
in its power to secure the border and protect 
our country; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 801 
Whereas, recent events in Texas have dem-

onstrated the federal government’s disin-
clination to fulfill a duty imposed by the 
United States Constitution and federal stat-
utory law, namely the protection of the sev-
eral states from illegal immigration; and 

Whereas, the security of our nation’s bor-
ders and the safety of our citizens are para-
mount to protecting the American way of 
life; and 

Whereas, due to the present administra-
tion’s abrogation of its duty to secure the 
border, more than six million illegal immi-
grants have crossed our southern border in 
the last three years; and 

Whereas, Article 1, § 10, Clause 3, of the 
United States Constitution reserves to the 
states the right of self-defense, including the 
right to secure a state’s border against an in-
vasion;and 

Whereas, the state of Texas has acted prop-
erly in declaring an invasion pursuant to 
such constitutional provision and invoking 
Texas’s constitutional authority to defend 
and protect its citizens and sovereign prop-
erty; and 

Whereas, the Texas National Guard, Texas 
Department of Public Safety officers, and 
other qualified Texas personnel have been 
deployed to secure the Texas border; and 

Whereas, federal government officials and 
agencies have since encroached upon Texas’s 
constitutional right to protect against 
threats to the public safety; and 

Whereas, the members of this General As-
sembly have consistently taken steps to ad-
dress illegal immigration in Tennessee and 
support the state of Texas in doing likewise; 
now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives 
of the One Hundred Thirteenth General Assem-
bly of the State of Tennessee, The Senate Con-
curring, that this General Assembly stands in 
support of the state of Texas’s efforts to se-
cure its border against illegal immigration 
and affirms the several states’ constitutional 
right to protect and defend their citizens and 
property against any threat to public safety 
and security; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Assembly com-
mends Governor Lee for previous support of 
securing the Texas border and urges him to 
send continued support; and be it further 

Resolved, that this General Assembly urges 
the federal government to do all within its 
power to secure the border and protect our 
country; and be it further 

Resolved, that certified copies of this reso-
lution be transmitted to the President of the 

United States, the U.S. Secretary of Home-
land Security, the Governor of the State of 
Tennessee, the Speaker and the Clerk of the 
United States House of Representatives, the 
President and the Secretary of the United 
States Senate, each member of the Ten-
nessee Congressional delegation, and the 
Governor of Texas. 

POM–118. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Legislature of the State of Maine requesting 
the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs to provide access to medical care and 
assistance to members of the Maine National 
Guard who trained at the military support 
base in Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

SENATE PAPER 998 
Whereas, Resolve 2023, chapter 95 estab-

lished the Gagetown Harmful Chemical 
Study Commission; and 

Whereas, the commission was tasked with 
studying the impacts of exposure to harmful 
chemicals, including 2,3,7,8– 
tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin, or TCDD, as 
well as other dioxins including that known 
as Agent Orange, on veterans who served at 
the Canadian military support base in 
Gagetown, New Brunswick, Canada; and 

Whereas, the commission has striven to 
demonstrate through scientific evidence the 
connection between exposure to those chemi-
cals while training and subsequent negative 
health outcomes, but it is the responsibility 
of the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs to make this determination and pro-
vide care and assistance; and 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs has determined that Viet-
nam War veterans who were exposed to tac-
tical herbicides, including Agent Orange, 
suffered harmful effects and were subse-
quently diagnosed with conditions or ill-
nesses associated with that exposure; and 

Whereas, those who served at the 
Gagetown military support base include 
members of the United States National 
Guard, who were never deployed but were 
neverthelesss exposed to these harmful 
chemicals, which are known to have been 
tested at Gagetown; and 

Whereas, access to medical care and assist-
ance through the United States Department 
of Veterans Affairs is therefore unavailable 
for these National Guard members; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That We, your Memorialists, re-
spectfully urge and request that the United 
States Department of Veterans Affairs rec-
ognize the effects of exposure to harmful 
chemicals, including TCDD and other 
dioxins, on members of the United States 
National Guard who trained at Gagetown 
and who are diagnosed with conditions or ill-
nesses associated with that exposure as has 
already been done for Vietnam War veterans 
and others; and be it further 

Resolved, That We further urge and request 
that the United States Department of Vet-
erans Affairs review the most recent sci-
entific reporting on the effects to human 
health of exposure to dioxins, to conduct 
independent environmental sampling and 
analysis at Gagetown related to dioxins and 
risks to human health, to examine health 
outcomes for individuals who trained there 
and to provide access to medical care and as-
sistance for those individuals; and be it fur-
ther 

Resolved, That suitable copies of this reso-
lution, duly authenticated by the Secretary 
of State, be transmitted to the Honorable 
Joseph Biden, President of the United 
States; the President of the United States 
Senate; Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives of the United States; the Honorable 
Denis Richard McDonough, Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs; and each Member of the Maine 
Congressional Delegation. 

POM–119. A resolution adopted by the City 
Council of the City of Urbana, Illinois, call-
ing for the end of the Gaza war and a lasting 
peace; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI: 
S. 4370. A bill to amend the Tribal Forest 

Protection Act of 2004 to improve that Act, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself and 
Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 4371. A bill to amend the Investor Pro-
tection and Securities Reform Act of 2010 to 
provide grants to States for enhanced protec-
tion of senior investors and senior policy-
holders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SCHATZ): 

S. 4372. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to pay costs associated with 
the delivery of automobiles or other convey-
ances to eligible persons, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. PAUL: 
S. 4373. A bill to provide for congressional 

approval of national emergency declarations; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Ms. SMITH, 
and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 4374. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to include screening for 
loneliness and coordination of supportive 
services and health care to address the nega-
tive health effects of loneliness, to require a 
report on loneliness, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 
Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

S. 4375. A bill to establish a critical supply 
chain resiliency and crisis response program 
in the Department of Commerce, and to se-
cure American leadership in deploying 
emerging technologies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 4376. A bill to increase Government ac-

countability for administrative actions by 
reinvigorating administrative Pay-As-You- 
Go; to the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself and 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 4377. A bill to require U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services to facilitate natu-
ralization services for noncitizen veterans 
who have been removed from the United 
States or are inadmissible; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. 
ROUNDS, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Ms. SMITH, and Mr. SAND-
ERS): 

S. 4378. A bill to require on-time delivery 
of periodicals to unlock additional rate au-
thority, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 09:40 May 22, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A21MY6.021 S21MYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3815 May 21, 2024 
By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. VAN 

HOLLEN, and Mr. BOOKER): 
S. 4379. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to change certain grant re-
quirements for certain students with disabil-
ities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. BUT-
LER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. PADILLA, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 4380. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to promote matriculation, 
and increase in the graduation rates, of indi-
viduals with disabilities within higher edu-
cation; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. BUTLER, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Mr. COONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Ms. ROSEN, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHU-
MER, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. TESTER, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 4381. A bill to protect an individual’s 
ability to access contraceptives and to en-
gage in contraception and to protect a 
health care provider’s ability to provide con-
traceptives, contraception, and information 
related to contraception; read the first time. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 4382. A bill to amend the Water Re-

sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in East 
Point, Georgia; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
WARNOCK): 

S. 4383. A bill to amend the Water Re-
sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in coastal 
Georgia; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 4384. A bill to amend the Water Re-

sources Development Act of 1992 to provide 
for environmental infrastructure in Colum-
bus, Henry, and Clayton Counties, Georgia; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. Res. 700. A resolution supporting the ef-
forts of the United States and international 
partners to facilitate a security environment 
that is conducive to holding free and fair 
elections in Haiti and promoting a durable 
return to democratic governance; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 161 
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 

(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 161, a bill to extend the Fed-
eral Pell Grant eligibility of certain 
short-term programs. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 597, a bill to amend title II of 
the Social Security Act to repeal the 
Government pension offset and wind-
fall elimination provisions. 

S. 711 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
711, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the invaluable service 
that working dogs provide to society. 

S. 793 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 793, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to add 
physical therapists to the list of pro-
viders allowed to utilize locum tenens 
arrangements under Medicare. 

S. 815 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 815, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the female tele-
phone operators of the Army Signal 
Corps, known as the ‘‘Hello Girls’’. 

S. 895 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 895, a bill to provide for 
further comprehensive research at the 
National Institute of Neurological Dis-
orders and Stroke on unruptured 
intracranial aneurysms. 

S. 1064 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1064, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to carry 
out a national project to prevent and 
cure Parkinson’s, to be known as the 
National Parkinson’s Project, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1661 
At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1661, a bill to establish 
the Strength in Diversity Program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1867 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1867, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Agriculture to carry out an initia-
tive to develop, expand, and improve 
rural childcare, and for other purposes. 

S. 1950 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1950, a bill to extend the tem-

porary order for fentanyl-related sub-
stances. 

S. 2360 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2360, a bill to establish an 
Interagency Collaborative and Innova-
tion Pilot Program to Address Hunger 
and Promote Access to Healthy Food 
Among Older Adults and Adults with 
Disabilities. 

S. 2539 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. RICKETTS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2539, a bill to clarify that, in 
awarding funding under title X of the 
Public Health Service Act, the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services 
may not discriminate against eligible 
States, individuals, or other entities 
for refusing to counsel or refer for 
abortions. 

S. 2881 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2881, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to require institu-
tions of higher education to provide no-
tice to students participating in a 
State or federally financed work-study 
program about potential eligibility for 
participation in the supplemental nu-
trition assistance program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2913 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Iowa (Ms. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2913, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to deny Federal retire-
ment benefits to individuals convicted 
of child sex abuse. 

S. 3047 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3047, a bill to award pay-
ments to employees of Air America 
who provided support to the United 
States from 1950 to 1976, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3260 
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3260, a bill to direct the 
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to establish a working group to 
formulate recommendations for stand-
ardizing the measurements of loneli-
ness and isolation, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3428 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3428, a bill to terminate the member-
ship by the United States in the United 
Nations, and for other purposes. 

S. 3716 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
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of S. 3716, a bill to create children’s 
lifetime savings accounts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3764 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

names of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) and the Senator from 
Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3764, a bill to extend 
and authorize annual appropriations 
for the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 
through fiscal year 2026. 

S. 3832 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3832, a bill to amend 
title XVIII of the Social Security Act 
to ensure appropriate access to non- 
opioid pain management drugs under 
part D of the Medicare program. 

S. 3989 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3989, a bill to prohibit defense con-
tracting with companies that employ 
lobbyists who represent Chinese mili-
tary companies or human rights abus-
ers, and for other purposes. 

S. 4051 
At the request of Mr. LEE, the name 

of the Senator from Alabama (Mrs. 
BRITT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4051, a bill to prohibit transportation of 
any alien using certain methods of 
identification, and for other purposes. 

S. 4096 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
4096, a bill to amend title 28, United 
States Code, to provide for the random 
assignment of certain cases in the dis-
trict courts of the United States. 

S. 4296 
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 4296, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Service Act to pro-
vide more opportunities for mothers to 
succeed, and for other purposes. 

S. 4307 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 4307, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act, the Federal Water Pollution Con-
trol Act, and the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973 to modify requirements for 
citizen suits under those Acts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 4337 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4337, a bill to provide for 
the expeditious delivery of defense ar-
ticles and defense services for Israel, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 4368 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from Wyoming 

(Ms. LUMMIS) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 4368, a bill to amend 
title XIX of the Social Security Act to 
require, as a condition of receiving 
Federal Medicaid funding, that States 
do not prohibit in vitro fertilization 
(IVF) services, and for other purposes. 

S. 4369 

At the request of Mr. COTTON, his 
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of 
S. 4369, a bill to require the Director of 
the National Counterintelligence and 
Security Center to develop a strategy 
and conduct outreach to United States 
industry, including shipping compa-
nies, port operators, and logistics 
firms, on the risks of smartport tech-
nology of the People’s Republic of 
China and other related risks, and for 
other purposes. 

S.J. RES. 76 

At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S.J. Res. 76, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘Short-Term, Limited-Duration Insur-
ance and Independent, Noncoordinated 
Excepted Benefits Coverage’’. 

S.J. RES. 79 

At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 
of the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
HOEVEN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S.J. Res. 79, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘Retirement Security Rule: Definition 
of an Investment Advice Fiduciary’’. 

S. RES. 638 

At the request of Mr. COONS, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 638, a resolution calling for the 
immediate release of Ryan Corbett, a 
United States citizen who was wrong-
fully detained by the Taliban on Au-
gust 10, 2022, and condemning the 
wrongful detention of Americans by 
the Taliban. 

S. RES. 687 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) and the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. CRAPO) were added as cosponsors 
of S. Res. 687, a resolution expressing 
the sense of the Senate regarding 
United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 2758 (XXVI) and the harmful 
conflation of China’s ‘‘One China Prin-
ciple’’ and the United States ‘‘One 
China Policy’’. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 700—SUP-
PORTING THE EFFORTS OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND INTER-
NATIONAL PARTNERS TO FACILI-
TATE A SECURITY ENVIRON-
MENT THAT IS CONDUCIVE TO 
HOLDING FREE AND FAIR ELEC-
TIONS IN HAITI AND PROMOTING 
A DURABLE RETURN TO DEMO-
CRATIC GOVERNANCE 

Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, and Mr. KAINE) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

S. RES. 700 

Whereas, on July 7, 2021, Jovenel Moı̈se, 
the former President of Haiti, was assas-
sinated in his home, aggravating a complex 
and dynamic political crisis which has de-
bilitated the capacity of the country; 

Whereas, in the absence of a functioning 
and democratically elected central govern-
ment in Haiti, criminal gangs have flour-
ished, often with the backing of the coun-
try’s political and economic elites, creating 
a security vacuum and humanitarian crisis 
that has exposed Haitians to the over-
whelming threat of indiscriminate violence, 
including rampant gender-based violence; 

Whereas widespread gang violence in Haiti 
has culminated in killings and kidnappings 
of civilians, including at least 1 United 
States citizen; 

Whereas criminal gangs have seized con-
trol of up to 80 percent of Port-au-Prince and 
critical infrastructure, including health care 
providers, schools, and transit facilities; 

Whereas, according to the International 
Organization for Migration, more than 
350,000 Haitians are internally displaced, 
with gang violence accounting for 93 percent 
of such displacement; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations, 
3,334 Haitians were victims of intentional 
homicide between January 1 and September 
30, 2023, while the projected homicide rate 
per 100,000 people doubled compared to the 
2022 homicide rate; 

Whereas gangs in Haiti have routinely en-
gaged in kidnaping for ransom, abducting 
1,787 people between January 1 and Sep-
tember 30, 2023; 

Whereas, as of March 2024, there were 79,411 
suspected cases of cholera in Haiti and the 
risk of a cholera outbreak has been exacer-
bated by the gangs’ control of critical infra-
structure, including hospitals and health 
clinics; 

Whereas endemic corruption in Haiti, 
which ranked 171 out of 180 countries in 
Transparency International’s 2022 Corrup-
tion Perceptions Index, which is worse than 
the 2017 ranking of 157 out of 180, has en-
trenched criminal gangs, deprived Haitians 
of economic prosperity, and presents signifi-
cant obstacles to lasting government reform; 

Whereas the United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs issued 
an appeal for $674,000,000 in February 2024 to 
meet the needs of an estimated 3,600,000 Hai-
tians who require humanitarian assistance 
(12 percent more Haitians than were sup-
ported in 2023) and are highly vulnerable as 
a result of the worsening security situation 
and near-collapse of basic services in Haiti; 

Whereas, according to the World Food Pro-
gramme, 4,950,000 Haitians were food inse-
cure as of September 2023, and 68 percent of 
the country’s population had insufficient 
food consumption as of March 2024; 
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Whereas the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime has documented that illicit 
firearms and drug trafficking from the 
United States to Haiti have, in part, fueled 
the cycle of violence across Haiti; 

Whereas on June 25, 2022, the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act (Public Law 117–159) 
made gun trafficking a Federal offense and 
granted the government new authorities to 
hold firearms smugglers accountable and to 
prosecute perpetrators; 

Whereas Homeland Security Investiga-
tions, in coordination with the Department 
of State, has utilized these new authorities 
to set up a Transnational Criminal Intel-
ligence Unit in Haiti to work with the Hai-
tian National Police to investigate and pros-
ecute transnational crimes, including fire-
arms and ammunition smuggling, human 
trafficking, and transnational gang activity; 

Whereas, in July 2023, the Department of 
Justice appointed the first United States Co-
ordinator for Caribbean Firearms Prosecu-
tions to ensure collaboration with the De-
partment of State and investigate gun-re-
lated crimes in the region; 

Whereas, on November 16, 2023, Haiti and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding to facilitate cooperation 
through the eTrace system, an investigative 
tool used by the bureau to track firearms 
used in criminal activity, including their 
purchase history and manufacturer or im-
porter; 

Whereas the interim government of Prime 
Minister Ariel Henry was not duly elected to 
office and lacked the constitutional or public 
legitimacy to unilaterally organize free and 
fair elections; 

Whereas the expiration of the terms of the 
majority of the members of the Parliament 
of Haiti on January 10, 2023, without elected 
officials to succeed them, led to the suspen-
sion of the legislature’s activities and have 
left the Haitian people without a functioning 
government; 

Whereas, in February 2023, the interim 
government appointed members to the High 
Transition Council, which is charged with fa-
cilitating a roadmap for eventual democratic 
elections, but progress was hampered by 
gang violence and a failure by Prime Min-
ister Henry to reach political consensus with 
major opposition parties; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2022, Prime Min-
ister Henry and 18 members of the Council of 
Ministers issued an appeal to the inter-
national community for security assistance 
and technical support to assist the Haitian 
National Police’s efforts to combat gang vio-
lence; 

Whereas, on October 2, 2023, the United Na-
tions Security Council overwhelmingly 
voted to adopt Resolution 2699/2023, which 
authorizes the formation and deployment of 
a Multinational Security Support (referred 
to in this preamble as the ‘‘MSS’’) mission to 
re-establish security and the Government of 
Kenya has subsequently agreed to lead the 
MSS mission in close coordination with the 
Government of Haiti; 

Whereas United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2699/2023 authorizes the MSS mis-
sion to provide operational support to the 
Haitian National Police— 

(1) to support the provision of security for 
critical infrastructure and transit locations; 

(2) to help to ensure unhindered and safe 
access to humanitarian aid; and 

(3) to build security conditions that are 
conducive to holding free and fair elections 
in Haiti; 

Whereas the Government of Kenya has vol-
unteered to send 1,000 police officers to sup-
port the MSS mission and the Kenyan par-
liament has subsequently voted to approve 
this action; 

Whereas, on April 25, 2024, Ariel Henry re-
signed as prime minister and a 9-member 
transitional presidential council, composed 
of representatives from political parties and 
civil society, was sworn in and charged 
with— 

(1) selecting a new prime minister; 
(2) appointing members to an electoral 

commission to facilitate the election; and 
(3) swearing in a new president by Feb-

ruary 7, 2026; 

Whereas Caribbean Community (commonly 
known as ‘‘CARICOM’’) member states are 
vital partners in supporting the MSS mission 
and Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, 
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Chad, Guyana, 
and Jamaica have each publicly committed 
to contributing personnel or resources to the 
MSS mission; 

Whereas the MSS mission is not a sub-
stitute for a sustainable, professional, and 
well-equipped Haitian National Police that 
protects and serves the entirety of the Hai-
tian people; 

Whereas Congress, through the passage of 
the Haiti Development, Accountability, and 
Institutional Transparency Initiative Act 
(division V of Public Law 117–103), has pre-
viously directed the Secretary of State to 
prioritize the protection of human rights and 
anti-corruption efforts in Haiti and urges the 
Department of State to integrate these pri-
orities into oversight and accountability 
mechanisms for the MSS mission; 

Whereas a Haitian-led, inclusive, and sus-
tainable political solution is the only path 
forward for the country to restore security, 
the rule of law, democratic institutions, and 
economic stability; and 

Whereas the international community and 
those contributing to the MSS mission must 
ensure that— 

(1) the MSS mission does not inadvertently 
support nondemocratic actors who would at-
tempt to seize on improved security condi-
tions to entrench their own power or perpet-
uate instability; and 

(2) lessons learned from previous inter-
national missions in Haiti, including the 
need to promote respect for human rights 
and promote accountability, are applied: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes the urgent need to restore 

peace and security and alleviate the humani-
tarian crisis in Haiti as part of an over-
arching strategy— 

(A) to promote a return to democratic gov-
ernance in the country; and 

(B) to ensure that Haitians enjoy their 
right to liberty and security of person; 

(2) supports a MSS mission, as authorized 
by the United Nations Security Council on 
October 2, 2023, which adequately— 

(A) complies with international law, in-
cluding international human rights law, as 
applicable; 

(B) takes all necessary steps to protect ci-
vilians and respect the rule of law; 

(C) maintains the popular support of the 
Haitian people; 

(D) consults with and incorporates feed-
back from impacted populations, with atten-
tion to vulnerable communities, including 
women, children, and the economically dis-
advantaged; and 

(E) is bound by strict time constraints and 
is subject to oversight and renewal by the 
United Nations Security Council in specified 
increments; 

(3) applauds the assistance and other sup-
port the Department of State and the De-
partment of Defense have provided to secure 
intelligence, airlift, communications, and 
medical support for the MSS mission; 

(4) commends the support offered to-date 
by CARICOM and international partners, in-

cluding Antigua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, 
Bangladesh, Benin, Chad, Guyana, and Ja-
maica, which is necessary to operationalize 
the MSS mission; 

(5) calls on other members of the inter-
national community to pledge financial as-
sistance, logistical and operational support, 
and personnel to the MSS mission to the 
greatest extent possible; 

(6) endorses international election moni-
toring in Haiti in support of free and fair 
elections; and 

(7) encourages additional assistance from 
the United States and the international com-
munity to address Haiti’s humanitarian 
needs, including through additional con-
tributions to the United Nations Humani-
tarian Appeal for fiscal year 2024 and for sub-
sequent fiscal years. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2067. Mr. BARRASSO submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 4361, making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security 
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 2067. Mr. BARRASSO submitted 

an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 4361, making 
emergency supplemental appropria-
tions for border security and combat-
ting fentanyl for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the 
table; as follows: 

On page 165, after the undesignated matter 
following line 5, insert the following: 
SEC. 302. SOUTHERN BORDER WALL CONSTRUC-

TION FUND. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘Build the Wall Act of 2024’’. 
(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 

in the general fund of the Treasury a sepa-
rate account, which shall be known as the 
‘‘Southern Border Wall Construction Fund’’ 
(referred to in this section as the ‘‘Fund’’). 

(c) DEPOSITS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, there shall be immediately 
deposited into the Fund all of the unobli-
gated amounts in the Coronavirus State and 
local fiscal recovery funds established under 
sections 602 and 603 of the Social Security 
Act (42 U.S.C. 802 and 803). 

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts in the Fund 
shall be used by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to construct and maintain physical 
barriers along the southern international 
border of the United States. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Ms. HASSAN. Madam President, I 
have 10 requests, for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the ma-
jority and minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
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Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 10 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 
2024, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 
at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

The Committee on the Judiciary is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 
at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 21, 2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 
CUSTOMS, AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS 

The Subcommittee on International 
Trade, Customs, and Global Competi-
tiveness of the Committee on Finance 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, May 21, 
2024, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 

The Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces of the Committee on Armed 
Services is authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Tuesday, 
May 21, 2024, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:46 p.m., 
adjourned until Wednesday, May 22, 
2024, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate May 21, 2024: 

THE JUDICIARY 

KRISSA M. LANHAM, OF ARIZONA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARI-
ZONA. 
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RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CHRIS 
DOWNEY 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the service of one of my 
constituents, Deputy Chris Downey, of the 
Hernando County Sheriff’s Office. On Feb-
ruary 13, 2024 Deputy Downey responded, 
along with School Guardian Brent Coleman, to 
a 13 year-old student having a medical emer-
gency in a common area at the school which 
is at the base of a large set of stairs. The stu-
dent was found face down and unresponsive 
to verbal or physical stimulus. Due to the per-
ceived method of injury (fall) the student was 
carefully rolled to his back while maintaining 
control of his head and neck. The student was 
found to have an erratic pulse and was not 
breathing. CPR was initiated and an AED and 
EMS was requested. Upon application of the 
AED, a shock was recommended. Shock was 
applied by the device and CPR continued. 
This and two additional cycles were completed 
before a non-shockable rhythm was estab-
lished. The student was air-lifted to a chil-
dren’s trauma center where he underwent a 
procedure to correct the medical condition. In-
vestigation revealed that the initial assumption 
of a fall was incorrect. The child had navigated 
the stairs just fine and collapsed after exiting 
the stairs due to a previously undiagnosed 
medical condition. The child has since re-
turned to school and is in good spirits. It has 
been well-established that, without the swift 
actions of both Deputy Downey and School 
Guardian Brent Coleman, this child would not 
have survived this medical episode. This is 
just one example of the hard work, dedication, 
eagerness to help, and servant leadership that 
Deputy Downey exhibits every day he comes 
to work. Deputy Downey is a shining example 
of what it means to be a Hernando County 
Law Enforcement Officer. His work ethic 
should be a benchmark for which other law 
enforcement officers should strive to attain. It 
is evident that Deputy Downey has made a 
profoundly positive impact on our community 
and is qualified to be recognized as a First 
Responder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RYANN CARLSON 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ryann Carlson for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Ryann has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 

perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Ryann, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Ryann’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at 
Three Creeks K–8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Ryann Carl-
son on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL WILL SUGGS 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clay County, N.C. Corporal Will Suggs 
in recognition of his service. 

Cpl. Suggs is a veteran of the U.S. Army 
who continues to serve his community as a 
resident and Deputy Sheriff in Clay County. 

Cpl. Suggs oversees the Court and Civil 
Process division of Field Operations. In addi-
tion to those duties, Cpl. Suggs is a Field 
Training Officer and a supervisor of the Clay 
County Animal Control Unit. 

Cpl. Suggs consistently sets an example by 
his dedication and professionalism to the Of-
fice of the Sheriff and the citizens of Clay 
County. His leadership qualities, his work 
ethic, and his commitment to the betterment of 
Clay County make him an invaluable member 
of North Carolina’s 11th District. 

I thank Cpl. Suggs for his dedicated service 
to our country and to Clay County. 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR LOCAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
AND CONDEMNING EFFORTS TO 
DEFUND LOCAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AGENCIES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak on H. Con. Res. 106, ‘‘Expressing 
support for local law enforcement officers and 
condemning efforts to defend local law en-
forcement agencies.’’ 

It is unfortunate that H. Con. Res. 106 is 
simply another hypocritical, partisan attack 
cloaked behind a message honoring local law 
enforcement during National Police Week. 

During a time when we are coming together 
and supporting law enforcement, my Repub-
lican colleagues continue to offer divisive polit-
ical talking points and largely meaningless bills 
that will neither protect law enforcement nor 
enhance public safety. 

It is further disappointing and disingenuous 
that Republicans have consistently blamed the 

rise in violent crime on Democrats and have 
attempted to pin the ‘‘defund the police’’ rhet-
oric on Democrats—labeling Democrats as the 
party of ‘‘defund the police.’’ 

This bill put forth by Republican colleagues, 
H. Con. Res. 106, endeavors to continue 
those efforts—repeating almost verbatim— 
sentiments asserted in H. Con. Res. 40, which 
was introduced during National Police Week 
last year. 

Through the American Rescue Plan, Demo-
crats have provided $350 billion to the states 
that would allow our cities to keep law en-
forcement on the beat and communities safe 
from violence, the largest Federal investment 
in public safety in our history. 

Police departments used that funding to es-
tablish training facilities, hire more officers, 
and raise salaries. 

In the 117th Congress, House Democrats 
showed their support for law enforcement and 
the needs faced by departments across the 
country by passing priority policing bills—in-
cluding: 

Extending death benefits to law enforcement 
officers with PTSD; 

Providing funding to law enforcement and 
other first responders for interacting with peo-
ple with TBIs and PTSD; 

Authorizing $300 million in grants for law 
enforcement agencies with fewer than 125 of-
ficers; 

Making significant investments in de-esca-
lation training; and 

Providing $100 million per year in grants to 
solve cold-case violent crimes—all over Re-
publican objections. 

Sadly, however, this resolution is another 
missed opportunity to support and honor law 
enforcement officers across the country, with-
out engaging in nonsensical and damaging 
partisanship. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
RYAN AOUAD IN THE WORLD 
LANGUAGE CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Ryan Aouad, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the World Language category. This 
scholarship is awarded to Palm Beach and 
Martin County students who have displayed 
excellence in their academic and communal 
endeavors in a multitude of categories. 

Ryan attends West Boca Raton High 
School, where he has further advanced his 
skills as a polyglot. His passion lies with the 
Spanish language, which led him to earn a 
distinguished mention on his Spanish AICE/AS 
test. He also maintains fluency in French while 
possessing the skillset to speak intermediate 
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Arabic and beginner Russian. He uses his lan-
guage skills to further assist those in his com-
munity, which can be seen in his volunteer 
work as a lifeguard and swim coach, in which 
he is able to dedicate his efforts to teaching 
non-native English-speaking swimmers. We 
are hopeful that Ryan’s multi-lingual capabili-
ties will pave the way for a successful career 
in foreign affairs, where his unique skills and 
perspective will be invaluable. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Mr. Ryan Aouad as an excellent 
student and notable contributor to the field of 
world languages. 

f 

HONORING DR. DANIEL F. MORGAN 
FOR HIS 25 YEARS OF PUBLIC 
SERVICE TO THE U.S. CONGRESS 
AT THE CONGRESSIONAL RE-
SEARCH SERVICE 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Dr. Daniel F. Morgan for his lengthy career of 
public service to the U.S. Congress. After 25 
years at the Congressional Research Service, 
or CRS, he will retire as a specialist in science 
and technology policy at the end of the month. 
During his time at CRS, Dr. Morgan made in-
valuable contributions to Congress in federal 
and commercial space policy, federal research 
and development facilities and infrastructure, 
and the role of science and technology in 
homeland security. 

Dr. Morgan was born in London and raised 
in Austin, TX, where he attended high school, 
excelling in mathematics. He played the cello 
in the high school string quartet, igniting a life- 
long love of classical music, and in particular, 
music that allows the cello to shine. Dr. Mor-
gan graduated from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT), majoring in physics 
and mathematics and minoring in philosophy. 
While at MIT, he was a consultant to Project 
Athena to produce a campus-wide distributed 
computing environment, which is recognized 
as an important historical contribution to dis-
tributed computing. He competed in the MIT 
Integration Bee, an annual integral calculus 
competition, placing second his junior year. 
Dr. Morgan then attended the University of 
Texas at Austin and earned a doctorate in 
physics with a dissertation on particle physics 
and cosmology in the early universe. His dis-
sertation was supervised by Joe Polchinski, 
noted string theorist and Dirac Medal winner, 
and Steven Weinberg, Nobel laureate in phys-
ics, was on his committee. During graduate 
school, Dr. Morgan began to play bridge at 
beer gardens around Austin. He would go on 
to regularly host games, compete at regional 
and national competitions, and regularly play 
bridge during lunch with CRS colleagues. 

Dr. Morgan began his career with CRS in 
1991 as a contractor, covering major federal 
physics projects and advanced energy tech-
nologies. In 1994 he joined the staff at the Na-
tional Academies of Science, Engineering, and 
Medicine, first on Board on Physics and As-
tronomy and then National Materials Advisory 
Board, working with preeminent researchers in 
their fields. Dr. Morgan returned to CRS in 
2002 and was instrumental in covering the 

creation and evolution of the research and de-
velopment activities of the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), established by the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 following the 
September 11, 2001 attacks. He consulted 
regularly with Congress as multiple Depart-
ment of Energy (DOE) programs—such as 
those dedicated to chemical, biological, radio-
logical, and nuclear defense—were folded into 
the newly-established agency. During this pe-
riod, Congress also relied heavily on his tech-
nical expertise to cover the development and 
deployment of explosive and radiation detec-
tion systems. For over two decades, Dr. Mor-
gan has covered major scientific facilities at 
DOE, including the national laboratories, and 
civil and commercial space policy. He is wide-
ly recognized in Congress for his expertise on 
the policies, programs, and missions of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra-
tion, routinely providing invaluable personal 
consultation to Members and staff on House 
and Senate committees of jurisdiction. Dr. 
Morgan consulted heavily with Congress as it 
considered the United States Innovation and 
Competition Act of 2021 and America COM-
PETES Act of 2022 and the subsequent de-
velopment and enactment of the resulting 
CHIPS and Science Act in 2022. 

Dr. Morgan is a polymath, whose advice is 
valued by Members, congressional staff, and 
colleagues. At CRS, he is relied on to provide 
expert leadership and coordination of complex 
analysis and is a sought-after reviewer and 
mentor. Throughout his career at CRS, he em-
bodied the agency’s mission values of pro-
viding authoritative, objective, nonpartisan, 
and timely service to Congress. 

On behalf of the American people, I thank 
Dr. Morgan for his decades of service to the 
country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER JOSEPH 
BOLOGNA 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the service of one of my 
constituents, Officer Joseph Bologna, from the 
New Port Richey Police Department. Officer 
Bologna has been with the New Port Richey 
Police Department’s K9 unit since July 2021 
when he transferred from the Oviedo Police 
Department with more than ten years of serv-
ice. He was one of the initial first law enforce-
ment teams to respond to the Pulse Night 
Club shooting, and used that experience to 
help make him an even better officer. Officer 
Bologna’s true passion is being a K9 handler 
and trainer. He has trained police K9s for ap-
proximately 13 years and is state-certified. He 
has assisted with ten State of Florida-certified 
K9 patrol schools. Additionally, he has trained 
with national K9 training associations through-
out the United States. He feels the best part 
of being a K9 team is the apprehension of 
multiple dangerous suspects, removing large 
amounts of narcotics off the street, and partici-
pating in community events. He has also had 
the honor of assisting federal agencies, includ-
ing the Department of Homeland Security. Of-
ficer Bologna is so well received in the depart-
ment that he had three separate nominations 

from supervisors for the department’s Officer 
of the Year Award. Officer Bologna’s perform-
ance on the street, community involvement, 
and city representation have been stellar. Offi-
cer Bologna is a wonderful family man who 
enjoys being with his wife and wonderful sons. 
Officer Bologna is busy learning about his lat-
est addition to his family, the New Port Richey 
Police Department’s newest K9, Rex. Rex is 
still a puppy and attending Patrol School, 
pending his graduation this month. These are 
just a few examples of the hard work, dedica-
tion, eagerness to help, and servant leader-
ship that Officer Bologna exhibits every day he 
comes to work. Officer Bologna is a shining 
example of what it means to be a New Port 
Richey Law Enforcement Officer. His work 
ethic should be a benchmark for which other 
law enforcement officers should strive to at-
tain. It is evident that Officer Bologna has 
made a profoundly positive impact on our 
community and is qualified to be recognized 
as a First Responder of the Year for Florida’s 
12th Congressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LUTHER 
KOZHEVNIKOV 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Luther Kozhevnikov for earning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Luther has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Luther, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Luther’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at 
Wheat Ridge High School and is clearly just 
the beginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Luther 
Kozhevnikov on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECRUIT AND RETAIN ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak in support of S. 546, the ‘‘Recruit and 
Retain Act’’. 

As a member of the Law Enforcement Cau-
cus and the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Crime and Federal Surveil-
lance, I am pleased to support this bill. 

This legislation will help law enforcement 
agencies in tangible ways by providing them 
with tools to help address the high rates of at-
trition that have plagued these agencies for 
years. 

Our Nation’s law enforcement agencies are 
facing an unprecedented staffing crisis. 

Hiring efforts have been unable to keep 
pace with the high rates of attrition that we are 
seeing in police departments from coast to 
coast, and everywhere in between. 
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According to a report last year by the Bu-

reau of Justice Assistance and the Office of 
Community Oriented Policing, factors such as 
community frustration with the policing profes-
sion, and concerns about officer safety and 
well-being, have contributed to this staffing cri-
sis. 

It is unsurprising, then, that a 2023 survey 
of police departments showed resignations 
continuing to increase every year since 2019, 
with responding agencies reporting nearly 50 
percent more resignations in 2022 than in 
2019. 

In my district in Houston, Texas, the prob-
lem goes back even further. 

We recently learned that staffing shortages 
resulted in over 264,000 cases—including 
4,000 sexual assault cases—were never sub-
mitted for investigation, due to staffing short-
ages. 

We cannot allow this to continue. 

Our communities deserve more. 

Victims deserve more. 

The Recruit and Retain Act will attempt to 
remedy this problem by authorizing law en-
forcement agencies to use COPS grants to re-
duce the numerous fees that law enforcement 
applicants must pay. 

We will not get qualified men and women in 
uniform if they cannot afford to even apply to 
a police department. 

The Recruit and Retain Act also will encour-
age voluntary partnerships between agencies 
and local elementary schools, secondary 
schools, and institutions of higher learning, in-
cluding historically black colleges and univer-
sities, for students interested in careers in law 
enforcement. 

Partnership activities will include dedicated 
programming for students; work-based learn-
ing opportunities; mentoring; community liai-
sons; career and jobs fairs; job shadowing; 
and internships. 

These activities will help law enforcement 
agencies recruit talented applicants who re-
flect and respect the communities they serve. 

This, in turn, will help earn back the trust of 
those communities—making all of us safer. 

I would prefer for this bill to include the min-
imum qualification and training standards that 
the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act would 
require. 

I also think we must do more to address the 
mental health challenges that officers inevi-
tably face, due to the harrowing nature of their 
work. 

We cannot expect qualified officers to re-
main in such a dangerous profession if we do 
not give them the resources they need to ad-
dress the toll that police work takes on them. 

We cannot wait any longer to address the 
law enforcement staffing crisis. 

We must act now to help police depart-
ments across the country recruit and retain the 
officers they need to keep our communities 
safe. 

I invite my colleagues across the aisle to 
join me in this effort to support local and state 
law enforcement. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
NIKKI LEALI IN THE COMPUTER 
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY 
CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Nikki Leali, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Computer Engineering and Tech-
nology category. This scholarship is awarded 
to Palm Beach and Martin County students 
who have displayed excellence in their aca-
demic and communal endeavors in a multitude 
of categories 

Nikki, a student at FAU High School, is a 
shining example of hard work and dedication. 
She is not only taking dual enrollment courses 
at the FAU Wilkes Honors College but also 
working towards a major in data analytics. Her 
future includes continuing her education at 
FAU and graduating in 2027 with a master’s 
degree, with the aim of becoming a data ana-
lyst. Her experience volunteering with FAU’s 
Privacy, Security, and Trust in Autonomy Lab, 
where she has gained experience interpreting 
research papers and using Python coding, has 
prepared her to launch into a career in which 
she hopes to become a leader in imple-
menting and advancing artificial intelligence 
and data visualization. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Ms. Nikki Leali as an excellent 
student and notable contributor to the field of 
computer engineering and technology. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 8369, ISRAEL SECURITY 
ASSISTANCE SUPPORT ACT; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 7530, D.C. CRIMINAL RE-
FORMS TO IMMEDIATELY MAKE 
EVERYONE SAFE ACT OF 2024; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7343, DETAIN AND DE-
PORT ILLEGAL ALIENS WHO AS-
SAULT COPS ACT; PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 
8146, POLICE OUR BORDER ACT; 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7581, IMPROVING LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER SAFETY 
AND WELLNESS THROUGH DATA 
ACT OF 2024; PROVIDING FOR 
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 354, 
LEOSA REFORM ACT; PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H. RES. 
1213, RESOLUTION REGARDING 
VIOLENCE AGAINST LAW EN-
FORCEMENT OFFICERS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H. RES. 1210, CONDEMNING 
THE BIDEN BORDER CRISIS AND 
THE TREMENDOUS BURDENS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 
FACE AS A RESULT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to Republicans using Police Week 
to push divisive legislation in the House that 
takes away local control from communities, 
weakens gun safety laws, and dehumanizes 
immigrants. 

Our constituents did not elect us to get in-
volved in the local politics of our Nation’s cap-
ital city. Yet, House Republicans think it’s ap-
propriate to waste Congress’s time to limit 
Washington, D.C.’s ability to police itself. Con-
gress does not have the authority to pass 
such a resolution for Minnesota or any other 
state—and we would not have that power over 
D.C. and its 700,000 residents if the District 
was granted statehood as the majority of its 
residents’ support. 

Children at schools, daycares, and play-
grounds deserve to be safe from guns and 
gun violence. House Republicans instead 
pushed legislation eroding the ability for com-
munities across America to protect these 
areas from guns. Overriding a community’s 
ability to establish zones that are gun-free fails 
to make our children safer, it exposes them to 
the danger of firearms. Three million children 
are already threatened by gun violence each 
year in America. More than 20,000 are killed 
or wounded. The solution to the gun violence 
crisis in this country is not more guns, and it 
clearly isn’t overruling the will of a community 
that is taking its own action to make vulner-
able children safer. 

Finally, House Republicans continue to de-
humanize immigrants, as they have week after 
week in this Congress. They have presented 
their harmful proposals under the guise of pro-
tecting and supporting our law enforcement. 
Madam Speaker, I support law enforcement. I 
always have. These bills do nothing to support 
or protect the people who serve our commu-
nities. House Republicans continue to insist on 
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undermining Constitutional civil liberties by re-
moving the hurdle of proving guilt before de-
portation. As I’ve said before: Where will they 
stop? Are American citizens next? 

It is shameful that House Republicans are 
using our law enforcement as pawns for the 
Majority’s extreme MAGA immigration rhetoric. 
House Republicans must stop their politics of 
division and distraction from addressing the 
real challenges facing Americans. They need 
to join Democrats at the table to find solutions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SGT. RYAN LENNOX 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
recognize and honor the service one of my 
constituents, Sgt. Ryan Lennox, of the Pasco 
County Sheriff’s Office. On November 28, 
2022, Sgt. Lennox was transferred to the Spe-
cial Operation Division as a K9 Sergeant. 
However, during this timeframe the Patrol Divi-
sion was understaffed with squad and platoon 
supervisors. This prompted Sgt. Lennox to be 
asked to take a temporary duty assignment as 
a Patrol Sergeant while continuing to lead, su-
pervise and guide his K9 Patrol Squad. Sgt. 
Lennox willingly accepted the dual responsibil-
ities and continued to shine in both roles. Ex-
amples of his accomplishment during this pe-
riod include: 

Attending a Patrol K9 School with his new 
K9 partner Ranger; 

Passing the K9 state standards course; 
Leading and Supervising a K9 squad, en-

suring all administrative duties were com-
pleted; 

Assisting patrol units as a K9 handler. With-
in a year, he successfully led the search and 
location of multiple suspects; 

Leading and supervising a patrol squad, en-
suring all administrative duties were com-
pleted; 

Planning, leading and successfully exe-
cuting several SWAT operations and monthly 
SWAT trainings; 

Co-teaching SWAT school, and 
Planning, leading and successfully exe-

cuting several operational missions. 
These are just a few examples of the hard 

work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Sgt. Lennox exhibits every 
day he comes to work. Sgt. Lennox is a shin-
ing example of what it means to be a Pasco 
County Law Enforcement Officer. His work 
ethic should be a benchmark for which other 
law enforcement officers should strive to at-
tain. It is evident that Sgt. Lennox has made 
a profoundly positive impact on our community 
and is qualified to be recognized as a First 
Responder of the Year for Florida’s12th Con-
gressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SAKURA 
CHENHALLS 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Sakura Chenhalls for earning the 

Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Sakura has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Sakura, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Sakura’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at 
Three Creeks K–8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Sakura 
Chenhalls on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

DETAIN AND DEPORT ILLEGAL 
ALIENS WHO ASSAULT COPS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H.R. 7343, the ‘‘Detain 
and Deport Illegal Aliens Who Assault Cops 
Act.’’ 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. 

This overly broad legislation would result in 
extremely harsh and unintended con-
sequences, subjecting people to mandatory 
immigration detention for merely being ar-
rested for, and never charged or convicted of 
a crime. 

It does not actually solve any problems with 
the immigration system or the border. 

This bill will, however, callously, and care-
lessly increases the scope of those subject to 
mandatory immigration detention to cover 
many undocumented immigrants, including 
those in a lawful status such as Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) or Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS), if they are ar-
rested for assault of a law enforcement officer 
or first responder. 

In particular, it will make it so that someone 
who is merely arrested for or charged with an 
assault of a law enforcement officer or first re-
sponder, even if they never committed that 
crime or hurt anyone, is now subject to man-
datory immigration detention. 

It is so broad and overinclusive that it would 
lead to truly absurd results and to the deten-
tion and removal of people who had no inten-
tion of ever committing a crime. 

Indeed, consider a situation where an immi-
grant is wrongfully arrested for assault due to 
mistaken identity. 

Under this bill, that individual would now be 
subject to mandatory detention, even though 
they were arrested by mistake and potentially 
never even charged with a crime. 

Wrongful arrests are not far-fetched sce-
narios. 

In fact, the main reason this bill was intro-
duced was because Republicans wanted to 
exploit an incident involving recently arrived 
migrants allegedly assaulting law enforcement 
in Times Square. 

One specific image of an arrested migrant 
flipping off cameras after his arraignment set 
off a firestorm among Republicans. 

However, in March, ten weeks after the inci-
dent, charges against that specific individual 
were dropped. 

It turns out he was wrongfully arrested and 
charged. He was not even at the scene of the 
incident. 

This is a perfect example as to why this bill 
is absurd—if it was in effect, this individual, 
despite his innocence, would have been sub-
ject to mandatory detention. 

Additionally, many jurisdictions have a broad 
definition of assault that are so broad, they 
can include conduct as minor as throwing a 
parking ticket at a ticketing officer. 

This bill is a solution in search of a problem. 
No one in this caucus condones serious as-

saults against law enforcement officers. 
People who admit to or are convicted of se-

rious assault offenses against law enforce-
ment officers are already subject to mandatory 
detention under our laws. This bill would not 
change that fact. 

Instead, this bill will subject more people to 
mandatory detention at a time when Repub-
licans refuse to give the Department of Home-
land Security the resources it needs. 

It should also be noted that Congress has 
never appropriated, and no administration has 
ever requested, sufficient resources to detain 
all noncitizens who fall under the ‘‘mandatory 
detention’’ categories. 

Even former President Trump never tried to 
detain all migrants subject to mandatory de-
tention. 

If this bill were to become law, as written, it 
would simply lead to absurd consequences. 

Consequences that do nothing to resolve 
the problems that Republicans claim they are 
seeking to resolve. 

Time and again, Republicans have refused 
to support additional resources and personnel 
for the border. 

In 2021, all but six current House Repub-
licans voted against the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Deal, which provided additional funding to 
ports of entry to combat smuggling of people 
and drugs. 

All but two current House Republicans voted 
against providing robust funding for border se-
curity operations in the FY2023 appropriations 
omnibus legislation. 

That bill provided more than $17 billion to 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), includ-
ing funding for an additional 300 Border Patrol 
agents. 

The omnibus also included $60 million to 
hire 125 CBP officers and $70 million for non-
intrusive inspection technology to detect nar-
cotics and firearms at ports of entry. 

In October of 2023, the Biden administration 
sent Congress a supplemental funding re-
quest, which included an additional $13.6 bil-
lion for border security. 

House Republicans refuse to schedule a 
vote on this funding request, which would pro-
vide the Biden administration the resources it 
needs to secure the border and provide addi-
tional support for communities receiving mi-
grants. 

More specifically, this supplemental funding 
would pay for an additional 1,300 Border Pa-
trol agents; 375 immigration judges and 1,600 
asylum officers to speed up processing of asy-
lum claims; 1,000 CBP officers with a focus on 
countering fentanyl; new detection technology 
for ports of entry; additional investigative capa-
bilities to combat fentanyl trafficking; and $1.4 
billion more in grants to help communities re-
ceiving migrants, among other investments. 
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By forcing a vote on this bill, Republicans 

are really showing they have no real solutions 
to address the border. 

I urge my colleagues to not take the bait. 
It should also be stated that immigrants 

commit crimes at lower rates than native-born 
individuals. 

There are currently 45 million foreign-born 
people in the United States. 

In any large group, there are going to be 
some people who do bad things. 

These people do not represent the group as 
a whole. 

Unfortunately, Republicans and Fox News 
want to use any crime committed by an immi-
grant to fearmonger and scapegoat migrants 
for everything that is wrong in the country. 

But here are the facts: Higher immigration is 
associated with lower crime rates. 

According to a 2015 study by the American 
Immigration Council, between 1990 and 2013, 
the foreign-born share of the U.S. population 
grew from 7.9 percent to 13.1 percent and the 
number of unauthorized immigrants more than 
tripled from 3.5 million to 11.2 million. 

During the same period, FBI data indicates 
that the violent crime rate declined 48 per-
cent—which included falling rates of aggra-
vated assault, robbery, rape, and murder. 

Likewise, the property crime rate fell 41 per-
cent, including declining rates of motor vehicle 
theft, larceny/robbery, and burglary. 

An NBC News review of available 2024 
crime data from the cities targeted by Texas’s 
‘‘Operation Lone Star,’’ which buses or flies 
migrants from the border to major cities in the 
interior—shows overall crime levels dropping 
in those cities that have received the most mi-
grants. 

Overall crime is down year after year in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, New York, and 
Los Angeles. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
bill that has no chance to become law while 
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as 
criminals. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
vote no on this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
JAKE CHAVIS IN THE SPORTS 
CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Jake Chavis, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Sports category. This scholarship is 
awarded to Palm Beach and Martin County 
students who have displayed excellence in 
their academic and communal endeavors in a 
multitude of categories. 

As a student at FAU High School, Jake has 
maintained a 4.0 GPA and will graduate high 
school with a bachelor’s degree in bio-
chemistry. He is currently enrolled at Wilkes 
Honors College at FAU. His school’s tennis 
team competed in the 2023 State Champion-
ship under his leadership as captain. His pas-

sion for tennis extends into his community, 
where he selflessly teaches tennis at the 
Tenorio Tennis Academy and has volunteered 
hundreds of hours with the Delray Beach 
Open Tennis Tournament. He aspires to be-
come a professional tennis player and hopes 
to attend law school. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Mr. Jake Chavis as an excellent 
student and an incredible athlete. 

f 

RECOGNIZING VICTORIA 
DOMINGUEZ SALAZAR 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Victoria Dominguez Salazar for 
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award. 

Victoria has overcome many challenges 
along her journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Victoria, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Victoria’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at Jef-
ferson Jr./Sr. High School and is clearly just 
the beginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Victoria 
Dominguez Salazar on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE BIDEN BORDER 
CRISIS AND THE TREMENDOUS 
BURDENS LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICERS FACE AS A RESULT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H. Res. 1210, ‘‘Con-
demning the Biden border crisis and the tre-
mendous burdens law enforcement officers 
face as a result’’. 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. 

This resolution is more of the same false 
and misleading narrative we have become ac-
customed from House Republicans this Con-
gress. 

This resolution, however, goes further and 
also claims that ‘‘Democrat elected officials 
prioritize illegal alien criminals over citizens 
and legal residents of the United States.’’ 

This is slanderous, wrong, and offensive 
language that should draw universal con-
demnation from Democrats. 

Let us remember how we got here. 
Last May, House Republicans passed their 

inhumane, unworkable border bill, H.R. 2, over 
bipartisan opposition. 

They claimed this bill was the only way to 
secure the border. 

That bill has since failed twice to pass the 
Senate, rejected both times on a bipartisan 
basis. 

Former President Trump instructed Repub-
licans to reject a bipartisan border com-
promise that Minority Leader McConnell called 
the strongest border bill in 30 years. 

Republicans have said out loud they want to 
preserve the political issue for the election 
year. 

The best way to secure the border is to ex-
pand lawful pathways and adequately fund the 
immigration system. 

And yet, we have not updated our legal im-
migration system in over 30 years. 

The more broken the legal immigration sys-
tem is, the more people will try to come to the 
border as the only means of entry. 

We need more asylum officers and immigra-
tion judges to ensure people have their day in 
court, in a fair and expeditious manner. 

However, there has been a refusal to actu-
ally solve the problem. 

This resolution accuses of Democrats of not 
supporting law enforcement when time and 
again, Republicans have refused to take yes 
for an answer and address the issues at the 
border. 

In addition to rejecting the bipartisan Senate 
border bill, Republicans have consistently re-
fused to support providing additional resources 
and personnel for the border. 

In 2021, all but six current House Repub-
licans voted against the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Deal, which provided additional funding to 
ports of entry to combat smuggling of people 
and drugs. 

All but two current House Republicans voted 
against providing funding for border security 
operations in the FY2023 appropriations omni-
bus legislation. 

That bill provided more than $17 billion to 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), includ-
ing funding for an additional 300 Border Patrol 
agents. 

The omnibus also included $60 million to 
hire 125 CBP officers and $70 million for non-
intrusive inspection technology to detect nar-
cotics and firearms at ports of entry. 

In October of 2023, the Biden administration 
sent Congress a supplemental funding re-
quest, which included $13.6 billion for border 
security. 

House Republicans refuse to schedule a 
vote on this funding request, which would pro-
vide the Biden administration the resources it 
needs to secure the border and provide addi-
tional support for communities receiving mi-
grants. 

More specifically, this supplemental funding 
would pay for an additional 1,300 Border Pa-
trol agents; 375 immigration judges, and 1,600 
asylum officers to speed up processing of asy-
lum claims; 1,000 CBP officers with a focus on 
countering fentanyl; new detection technology 
for ports of entry; additional investigative capa-
bilities to combat fentanyl trafficking; and $1.4 
billion more in grants to help communities re-
ceiving migrants, among other investments. 

By forcing a vote on this resolution, Repub-
licans are showing they have no real solutions 
to address the border. 

I urge Members to not take the bait. 
Rather, let us look at the facts. 
In the Fiscal Year 24 appropriations bill, 

Congress appropriated over $3.4 billion for 
DHS to maintain and use 41,500 detention 
beds. 
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These are levels of detention similar to 

those during under the Trump administration. 
Despite the claims of this resolution, the 

Biden administration has significantly ex-
panded expedited removal and in ways that 
many in our caucus worry violates due proc-
ess. 

Since the end of Title 42 last year, the 
Biden administration has removed or returned 
over 720,000 individuals, including over 
109,000 individual members of family units, in-
cluding children. 

This is more than the number of people re-
moved in ALL of fiscal year 2019 under the 
Trump administration, and more removals and 
returns than every full fiscal year since 2011. 

We also know that immigrants commit 
crimes at lower rates that native-born individ-
uals. 

There are currently 45 million foreign-born 
people in the United States. 

In any large group, there are going to be 
some people who do bad things. 

These people do not represent the group as 
a whole. 

Unfortunately, Republicans and this resolu-
tion, want to use any crime committed by an 
immigrant to fearmonger and scapegoat mi-
grants for everything that is wrong in the coun-
try. 

But here are the facts: Higher immigration is 
associated with lower crime rates. 

According to a 2015 study by the American 
Immigration Council, between 1990 and 2013, 
the foreign-born share of the U.S. population 
grew from 7.9 percent to 13.1 percent and the 
number of unauthorized immigrants more than 
tripled from 3.5 million to 11.2 million. 

During the same period, FBI data indicates 
that the violent crime rate declined 48 per-
cent—which included falling rates of aggra-
vated assault, robbery, rape, and murder. 

An NBC News review of available 2024 
crime data from the cities targeted by Texas’s 
‘‘Operation Lone Star,’’ which buses or flies 
migrants from the border to major cities in the 
interior—shows overall crime levels dropping 
in those cities that have received the most mi-
grants. 

Overall crime is down year after year in 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Denver, New York, and 
Los Angeles. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
bill that has no chance to become law while 
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as 
criminals. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
vote no on this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
BROOKE TAYLOR IN THE REACH 
FOR EXCELLENCE CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Brooke Taylor, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Reach for Excellence category. 
This scholarship is awarded to Palm Beach 

and Martin County students who have dis-
played excellence in their academic and com-
munal endeavors in a multitude of categories. 

Brooke, a Spanish River High School stu-
dent, has excelled academically as an AP 
Scholar with Distinction and an AICE Diploma 
recipient. Her Journey as an individual with a 
learning disability spurred her to found the 
Learning Disability Awareness Club at her 
school, a testament to her commitment to 
inclusivity and advocacy. Her future career 
goal of serving as an elected school board 
member and specializing in education law is a 
testament to her dedication to championing 
the rights of students with special needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Ms. Brooke Taylor as an excellent 
student and impactful member of her commu-
nity. 

f 

FEDERAL DISASTER TAX RELIEF 
ACT, H.R. 5863 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, we are now al-
most a year and a half removed from the dev-
astating tornado that hit my district and one 
thing is clear; the people of Selma, Dallas 
County and Greene County are resilient. 

From the very beginning, my biggest priority 
has been ensuring that those impacted by the 
tornado get the resources they need to re-
cover AND ensuring that our recovery is equi-
table. 

The legislation before us today is just an-
other example of making a valuable resource 
within the tax code available to all those still 
rebuilding after the storm. 

The road to recovery is a marathon, not a 
sprint. The work undertaken by the Ways & 
Means Committee is transformative in nature 
and improves lives for the better. 

H.R. 5863 will give my constituents and all 
Americans impacted by federal designated 
disasters yet another tool to rebuild their 
homes and livelihoods. 

I support this legislation and encourage my 
colleagues to do the same. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SIMON RIVAS NIETO 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Simon Rivas Nieto for earning 
the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambas-
sadors for Youth Award. 

Simon has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Simon, develop crucial skills and a work ethic 
that will guide them for the rest of their lives. 
This award is a testament to Simon’s hard 
work, determination, and perseverance at 
Three Creeks K–8 and is clearly just the be-
ginning of a bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Simon Rivas 
Nieto on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

IMPROVING LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER SAFETY AND 
WELLNESS THROUGH DATA ACT 
OF 2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to speak in opposition to H.R. 7581, the ‘‘Im-
proving Law Enforcement Officer Safety and 
Wellness Through Data Act.’’ 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. 

Sadly, nothing in this bill makes a single of-
ficer safer or invests a single dollar in officer 
wellness. 

By contrast, last Congress, Democrats 
passed the Protecting America’s First Re-
sponders Act, the Public Safety Officer Sup-
port Act, the Confidentiality Opportunities for 
Peer Support (COPS) Counseling Act, and the 
Law Enforcement De-Escalation Training Act. 

But this Congress, House Republicans are 
refusing to follow suit, instead offering this bill 
that sounds helpful, but is not. 

This legislation falls far short of the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act, which would in-
vest in better data collection and reporting by 
requiring law enforcement agencies to report 
uses of force by or against law enforcement 
officers as a condition of the receipt of certain 
grants. 

My bill, the George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act would actually provide us with new data 
because it would condition the receipt of cer-
tain grants on the reporting of incidents involv-
ing law enforcement officers and it would sup-
port better data collection and reporting 
through additional grants to reporting agen-
cies. 

The reporting provisions of the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act include officer 
shootings by civilians, officer deaths, deaths of 
civilians in custody, and uses of deadly force 
against civilians. 

In focusing only on attacks against officers, 
this bill turns a blind eye to uses of force by 
law enforcement against civilians, whether jus-
tified or not. 

House Republicans are again refusing to 
work with police and the organizations that 
represent them to pass meaningful legislation. 

At least seven bipartisan law enforcement 
bills, many led by Republicans, have been 
passed by the Democratic-led Senate and are 
awaiting consideration in the House. 

These are bills that would actually improve 
the welfare of law enforcement officers and 
are priorities for the groups who represent 
them. 

But, so far, House Republicans have only 
advanced one of these bills. 

While House Republicans continue to 
prioritize messaging over meaningful legisla-
tion, Democrats will continue to work with law 
enforcement organizations on substantive pro-
posals—proposals we will pursue when we 
take back the House. 

With these facts, we can see that this bill is 
sadly another opportunity for my Republican 
colleagues to score cheap political points on a 
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bill that has no chance to become law while 
trying to target and scapegoat migrants as 
criminals. 

For these reasons, I urge my colleagues to 
vote no on this bill. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER AVA 
ALLWARDT IN THE SCIENCE 
CATEGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Ava Allwardt, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the Science category. This scholarship 
is awarded to Palm Beach and Martin County 
students who have displayed excellence in 
their academic and communal endeavors in a 
multitude of categories. 

Ava, a student at Saint Andrews School, is 
driven by a passion for biomedical engineering 
and a desire to leverage computer science in 
the discovery of biologically complex diseases. 
Her research, already published in two pres-
tigious science journals, has earned her a 
place as a finalist in the Regeneron Inter-
national Science and Engineering Fair. She 
has also collaborated on projects with re-
nowned institutions such as Harvard Medical 
School and UF Scripps Biomedical Research. 
Beyond her academic achievements, Ava has 
made a significant societal impact through her 
volunteer work, dedicating over 750 hours of 
service to the International Youth Neuro-
science Association and establishing chapters 
in more than 35 countries. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me today in 
recognizing Ms. Ava Allwardt as an excellent 
student and notable contributor to the field of 
science. 

f 

HONORING LT. TYLER FAGGARD 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Clay County, N.C. Lieutenant Tyler 
Faggard in recognition of his service. 

Lt. Faggard, a Clay County native, began 
his career in law enforcement as a Clay Coun-
ty Telecommunicator before becoming a com-
missioned Justice Officer. He went on to serve 
the citizens of neighboring Cherokee County 
as a Patrol Deputy before achieving the rank 
of Detective. 

In 2021 Lt. Faggard returned home and ac-
cepted a position with the Clay County Sher-
iff’s Office as Patrol Lieutenant. 

Lt. Faggard’s hard work ethic and commit-
ment to his service led him to be recruited to 
his current position as a Clay County Task 
Force Officer attached to the U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency. Lt. Faggard is wise beyond 
his years in law enforcement as it relates to 
investigative techniques. Throughout his ca-
reer, he has been instrumental in reducing the 
flow of illicit drugs into the area. 

I thank Lt. Faggard for his brave and tireless 
service to Clay and Cherokee Counties. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAYLA LEUTHY- 
PECK’S GOOD DEED 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize an outstanding accomplishment 
and good deed from a constituent from my 
district, Layla Leuthy-Peck. 

Layla Leuthy-Peck is a 7-year-old first grade 
student at Saint Andrew’s School in Newtown. 
After listening to Monsignor Michael Picard, 
pastor at St. Andrew’s parish, telling the chil-
dren about the importance of finding a way to 
serve others, she immediately thought of her 
best friend WW2 veteran Joe Gagliardi who 
was about to turn 100. 

She remembered Joe telling her how much 
he misses visiting schools to tell the students 
about his service and the importance of serv-
ice. He especially misses receiving all the 
wonderful handmade thank you cards from 
them afterwards. 

With the help of her entire first grade class-
mates, Layla was able to get 100 handmade 
birthday cards for Joe’s 100th birthday. To 
make it a day he will remember, Layla deliv-
ered the sack of cards to Joe riding in a New-
town firetruck which was escorted by the 
township police and many other emergency 
service vehicles in a parade of lights and si-
rens. 

Mr. Gagliardi served in the United States 
Navy during WW2 on a Patrol Torpedo (PT) 
Boat that escorted General Douglas Mac-
Arthur and remembers seeing President John 
F. Kennedy on his PT Boat duty near him. 
Layla’s father Sean Peck is an also a Veteran 
who served in Afghanistan and is currently a 
police officer in Penndel. Her great-grand-
father, Ray Leuthy, a Corporal in the United 
States Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, 
parachuted into the Battle of the Bulge and 
was an escort driver for General George S. 
Patton, Jr. 

The news story about Layla’s special card 
delivery for her best friend has spread inter-
nationally along with her wish for more chil-
dren to do a good deed for a veteran. 

Layla’s commitment to figuring out a cre-
ative and meaningful way to serve a WW2 
veteran in a truly collaborative manner is to be 
commended. It is my hope that Layla will con-
tinue to find ways to serve veterans and be an 
example for other very young children to real-
ize they too can make a difference. I would 
like to wish Layla the best in her future en-
deavors and once again congratulate her on 
fulfilling her mission to brighten the day for her 
best friend, Joe on his 100th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE ROSCOE 
WATTS 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and honor the service of one of my 

constituents, Detective Roscoe Watts, of the 
Citrus County Sheriff’s Office. Detective Watts 
has exhibited exceptional dedication, deter-
mination, and unwavering commitment to up-
holding the principles of justice throughout his 
distinguished career. Detective Watts’s exem-
plary performance is best highlighted by his 
successful resolution of the attempted robbery 
at the Sunoco gas station. Through his dili-
gence and unwavering work ethic, he was 
able to bring the perpetrator to justice, ensur-
ing that they received a just and deserving 20- 
year prison sentence. His tenacity in the face 
of adversity and commitment to protecting the 
community sets him apart as a role model for 
his peers. Furthermore, Detective Watts’s 
dedication was equally evident in his inves-
tigation of a battery within the Core Civic Jail, 
which tragically resulted in the victim’s death 
due to their injuries. 

Detective Watts meticulously conducted 
interviews, analyzed video surveillance, and 
worked tirelessly to apprehend the suspect. 
His relentless pursuit of the truth led to the 
suspect’s guilty plea to manslaughter and a 
20-year prison sentence, offering closure and 
justice to the victim’s family. Outside of his 
professional duties, Detective Watts continues 
to give back to the community through his 
selfless volunteer work with CASA, the Key 
Training Center, and the Church Without 
Walls. His efforts, including running multiple 
miles to raise funds for the Key Training Cen-
ter, exemplify his dedication to making the 
world a better place. Detective Watts’s excep-
tional contributions to law enforcement, his re-
lentless pursuit of justice, and his selfless 
dedication to community service have un-
doubtedly made our community more safe. He 
is a true embodiment of selfless sacrifice, and 
his legacy of service is an inspiration to us all. 

These are just a few examples of the hard 
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Detective Roscoe Watts 
exhibits every day he comes to work. Detec-
tive Watts is a shining example of what it 
means to be a Citrus County Law Enforce-
ment Officer. His work ethic should be a 
benchmark for which other law enforcement 
officers should strive to attain. It is evident that 
Detective Watts has made a profoundly posi-
tive impact on our community and is qualified 
to be recognized as a First Responder of the 
Year for Florida’s 12th Congressional District. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GIOVONNI ALIJAH 
GONZALES 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Giovonni Alijah Gonzales for 
earning the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Am-
bassadors for Youth Award. 

Giovonni has overcome many challenges 
along his journey to success, demonstrating 
perseverance at every step. Students who 
strive to make the most of their education, like 
Giovonni, develop crucial skills and a work 
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their 
lives. This award is a testament to Giovonni’s 
hard work, determination, and perseverance at 
Wheat Ridge High School and is clearly just 
the beginning of a bright and promising future. 
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It is my honor to congratulate Giovonni 

Alijah Gonzales on achieving the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
Award. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN HEROES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 14, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a 
member of the Law Enforcement Caucus and 
a senior member of the Committees on Judici-
ary and Homeland Security, and the Ranking 
Member of the Subcommittee on Crime and 
Federal Government Surveillance, I rise to 
commemorate National Police Week. 

May 15 is designated as Peace Officers Me-
morial Day, which falls within National Police 
Week since 1962 by President John F. Ken-
nedy. 

National Police Week pays homage to those 
who lost their lives in the line of duty, with a 
Memorial Service that began in 1982 to list in 
remembrance and commemoration all the 
names of those we have lost. 

Sadly in 2023, Texas lost 11 law enforce-
ment individuals in the line of duty, and in 
2024 there have been 5 deaths. 

To date, a total of 2,247 Texas law enforce-
ment individuals and 30 K9s overall have 
been killed in the line of duty in the State of 
Texas. 

FALLEN OFFICERS IN TEXAS—2023 
Sergeant Stephen Gibson, Somervell Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Wednesday, De-
cember 13, 2023, Cause of Death: Automobile 
crash. 

Correctional Officer III Jovian Motley, Texas 
Department of Criminal Justice—Correctional 
Institutions Division, TX, EOW: Monday, No-
vember 13, 2023, Cause of Death: Unidenti-
fied. 

Senior Police Officer Jorge Pastore, Austin 
Police Department, TX, EOW: Saturday, No-
vember 11, 2023, Cause of Death: Gunfire. 

Sergeant Jon Arden Jenson, Fort Worth Po-
lice Department, TX, EOW: Saturday, October 
28, 2023, Cause of Death: COVID–19. 

Lieutenant Milton Resendez, San Benito Po-
lice Department, TX, EOW: Tuesday, October 
17, 2023, Cause of Death: Gunfire. 

Police Officer Darrin McMichael, Arlington 
Police Department, TX, EOW: Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, 2023, Cause of Death: Struck by 
vehicle. 

Deputy Sheriff Matthew Pierson, Shelby 
County Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Tuesday, 
August 29, 2023, Cause of Death: Automobile 
crash. 

Officer Bryan Holley, Hudson Independent 
School District Police Department, TX, EOW: 
Friday, August 18, 2023, Cause of Death: 
Duty related illness. 

Deputy Sheriff David Bosecker, Eastland 
County Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Friday, July 
21, 2023, Cause of Death: Gunfire. 

Sergeant Joshua Lee Clouse, Cameron Po-
lice Department, TX, EOW: Thursday, May 11, 
2023, Cause of Death: Gunfire. 

Deputy Sheriff Jason Stuart Jones, Tarrant 
County Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Tuesday, 
April 11, 2023, Cause of Death: COVID–19. 

FALLEN OFFICERS IN TEXAS—2024 
Police Officer Kyle Hicks, Corpus Christi Po-

lice Department, TX, EOW: Wednesday, April 
24, 2024, Cause of Death: Gunfire. 

Investigator John Hampton Coddou, III, Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Tues-
day, April 23, 2024, Cause of Death: Struck by 
vehicle. 

Border Patrol Agent Christopher Luna, 
United States Department of Homeland Secu-
rity—Customs and Border Protection—United 
States Border Patrol, U.S., EOW: Friday, 
March 8, 2024, Cause of Death: Aircraft acci-
dent, Location: Texas. 

Deputy Sheriff Charles Rivette, Montgomery 
County Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Wednes-
day, February 21, 2024, Cause of Death: 
Automobile crash. 

Deputy Sheriff Rondald Bates, Harris Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office, TX, EOW: Saturday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2024, Cause of Death: Automobile 
crash. 

It is important that we take this opportunity 
to honor America’s law enforcement commu-
nity and recognize the sacrifices that these 
brave officers have made in our communities. 

This should be a time of unity and a rededi-
cation of our commitment to law enforcement 
officers—to make every effort to make their 
work safer and promote the importance of law 
enforcement as public servants. 

Unfortunately, Republicans talk about sup-
porting law enforcement but have sought to 
defund law enforcement and undermine public 
trust in police. 

Law enforcement is on the front line of fight-
ing crime in communities across the Nation. 

All too often law enforcement officers are 
taken by the violence we expect them to pre-
vent. And increasingly, officers and agents are 
losing their lives to gun-related violence—of-
tentimes with handguns. 

These brave men and women risk their lives 
to keep the peace and keep us safe, but they 
are too often taken by the violence they are 
working to prevent. 

Between 2012 and 2021, 504 police officers 
in the United States were killed in the line of 
duty. Of those, 90 percent—or 456 officers— 
were killed by a firearm. 

A study by the Center for American 
Progress found that between 2017 and 2021, 
the rate of police officers fatally shot in states 
with the weakest gun laws was 152% higher 
than in state with stronger gun laws. 

Weak gun laws make everyone less safe. 
From 2000 to 2022, the average murder rate 
in States that reliably vote Republican in presi-
dential elections (‘‘Red States’’) was 24 per-
cent higher than the average murder rate in 
States that reliably vote Democratic. 

In fact, so-called Red States’ murder rates 
are ‘‘significantly higher’’ than reliably Demo-
cratic-voting States, ‘‘even when [researchers] 
removed the county with the largest city in 
Trump-voting states (and kept them in for 
Biden-voting states).’’ 

Weakening requirements to carry a con-
cealed firearm increases gun violence and vio-
lent crime. 

Every state allows individuals to carry con-
cealed weapons in public, but fewer than half 
of them require a permit. 

Specifically, by the start of 2023, 26 states 
allowed individuals to carry loaded, concealed 
handguns in public without first undergoing a 
background check, obtaining a license, or re-
ceiving any firearm training. 

It is important to note that gun-involved 
homicide rates are higher in states with more 
permissive concealed carry laws. 

Permitless carry laws, like those in Texas, 
pushed by Republican state legislatures put 
law enforcement officers at risk. 

When Indiana was considering a permitless 
carry bill in 2022, Patrick Flannelly, Vice Presi-
dent of the Indiana Association of Chiefs of 
Police warned, ‘‘What we have done now is 
we’ve taken away the one tool that police offi-
cers had out on the street to be able to act 
quickly and efficiently for not only their per-
sonal safety but for the safety of our commu-
nities.’’ 

Law enforcement across the country simi-
larly have warned that permitless concealed 
carry laws put officers at risk. 

In fact, in 2021, almost 61 of 84 law en-
forcement officers who died from felonious as-
saults were killed by firearms. 

Reliably Republican-voting states that have 
permissive gun laws, specifically permitless 
carry laws, are putting law enforcement offi-
cers’ lives on the line by sending them into 
communities that are increasingly flush with 
firearms. 

Although Republicans claim they support 
law enforcement, Democrats have imple-
mented policies and reforms that will keep law 
enforcement and the communities they serve 
safer and more secure—often over Republican 
objections. 

In June 2021, the Biden Administration un-
veiled its Comprehensive Strategy to Prevent 
and Respond to Gun Crime and Ensure Public 
Safety. Overall, the strategy sought to: 

stem the flow of firearms used to commit vi-
olence, including by holding rogue firearms 
dealers accountable for violating federal laws; 

support local law enforcement with federal 
tools and resources to help address summer 
violent crime; 

invest in evidence-based community vio-
lence interventions; 

expand summer programming, employment 
opportunities, and other services and supports 
for teenagers and young adults; and 

help formerly incarcerated individuals suc-
cessfully reenter their communities. 

On June 25, 2022, President Biden signed 
into law the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act 
(BSCA). 

The BSCA was passed in the wake of the 
shooting in Uvalde, Texas, the state’s dead-
liest school shooting, where 19 children and 
two teachers were killed. 

Key provisions of the BSCA include: En-
hanced background checks requiring the Na-
tional Instant Criminal Background Check Sys-
tem (NICS) to conduct an enhanced review of 
purchasers under the age of 21 to determine 
whether juvenile records disqualify that indi-
vidual from purchasing a firearm. 

NICS is given 10 days to complete the in-
vestigation, and it unsets after 10 years. 

State incentives for ‘‘red flag’’ laws: Pro-
vides $750 million over five years that will go 
to states for ‘‘crisis intervention programs’’ in-
cluding red flag laws, mental health courts, 
drug courts, veterans’ courts, and extreme risk 
protection orders. 

$250 million in funding for community-based 
violence prevention initiatives 

$300 million in school safety funding 
through the STOP School Violence Act to in-
stitute safety measures in and around schools, 
support school violence prevention efforts and 
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provide training to school personnel and stu-
dents. 

Codification of the SchoolSafety.gov clear-
inghouse, which provides evidence-based re-
sources to improve school safety and prohibits 
use of funds under the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act to train or equip any 
person with dangerous weapons in schools. 

I also think we must do more to address the 
mental health challenges that officers inevi-
tably face, due to the harrowing nature of their 
work. 

We cannot expect qualified officers to re-
main in such a dangerous profession if we do 
not give them the resources, they need to ad-
dress the toll that police work takes on them. 

It is time we come together and truly sup-
port law enforcement through legislative efforts 
that will provide resources and tools to ad-
dress the myriad of issues facing law enforce-
ment, rather than politicizing what has tradi-
tionally been a bipartisan effort. 

And so, during this special week and every 
day in the work I do here in Congress, I am 
proud to support and recognize law enforce-
ment officers for the tremendous work they do 
each day, and to uplift in special reverence 
the names of all those men and women who 
made the ultimate sacrifice for us and the Na-
tion. 

It is equally just as important to acknowl-
edge those officers we have lost—our fallen 
heroes who have given their last full measure 
of devotion to the communities they swore to 
protect and serve—some who gave their lives 
as far back as 1857. 

How excellent it is that the stories of these 
courageous individuals have been brought to 
light and were not left untold. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF 2024 PATHFINDER SCHOLAR-
SHIP FIRST PLACE WINNER 
SHANIA GRANT IN THE HISTORY 
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE CAT-
EGORY 

HON. JARED MOSKOWITZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. MOSKOWITZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Ms. Shania Grant, the first-place 
winner of the prestigious Pathfinder Scholar-
ship in the History and Political Science cat-
egory. This scholarship is awarded to Palm 
Beach and Martin County students who have 
displayed excellence in their academic and 
communal endeavors in a multitude of cat-
egories. 

Shania, a student at FAU High School, is a 
shining example of academic excellence and 
community engagement. Her dedication has 
earned her a place on the FAU President’s 
Honor Roll three times, a role as managing 
editor for FAU’s law journal, and an internship 
at the school district’s General Council office. 
As a first-generation student, she aspires to 
use her passion to make a difference in the 
legal realm, with plans to attend law school 
and specialize in immigration or employment 
law. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in recog-
nizing Ms. Shania Grant as an excellent stu-
dent and notable contributor to the fields of 
history and political science. 

RECOGNIZING LEVI SAENZ 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Levi Saenz for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Levi has overcome many challenges along 
his journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to 
make the most of their education, like Levi, 
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. This 
award is a testament to Levi’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Warren Tech 
North and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Levi Saenz on 
achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING DR. DOROTHY 
SIMPSON-TAYLOR 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
present Dr. Dorothy ‘‘Doty’’ Simpson-Taylor, 
founder of the Sister Soldier Network, with the 
Sheila Corcoran Hoosier Hero Award for her 
service to country and community. Inspired by 
its namesake, this award was created to high-
light exemplary Hoosier women veterans 
whose service to their community and nation 
is unparalleled. 

Well-known throughout the Indianapolis and 
surrounding communities, Doty’s service 
began in the U.S. Air Force during the Viet-
nam War and has continued over the span of 
five decades as a former American Legion In-
diana District 11 Women Veterans Represent-
ative and Commander of AMVETS Post 99 in 
Indianapolis. A retired psychologist and former 
faculty member and administrator at multiple 
universities, Doty uses her unique blend of 
skills to give back to the community. 

Doty is guided by her belief that ‘‘everybody 
ought to provide some service to the commu-
nity of humanity.’’ With this in mind, she has 
always been an outspoken trailblazer for the 
Black community. In 2010, Doty founded the 
Sister Soldier Network, a veteran organization 
that helps women transition from the military 
back into society. Combining her passion to 
uplift others with tangible actions, the Sister 
Soldier Network sheds a well-deserved light 
on women veterans, while also serving as a 
resource to help guide her peers in topics 
such as homelessness, discrimination, and 
community involvement. 

In 2019, Doty was presented the Jefferson 
Award in recognition of her community serv-
ice. In 2022, she was inducted into the Indiana 
Military Hall of Fame. She also received the 
Congressional Black Caucus Award for leader-
ship in veteran issues with the Congressional 
Black Caucus Brain Trust and is a member of 
the Cedar Valley Coalition of Black Veterans. 

Doty’s commitment to service has led her to 
be an impactful leader, mentor, and wise 

counsel. She has created a legacy of compas-
sion, care, and healing for her fellow veterans 
and has served as a voice of her peers in the 
military and veteran communities. 

Doty continues to uplift the incredible 
women veterans around her, and it brings me 
great joy to commemorate and uplift her in the 
same manner. As we celebrate National Mili-
tary Appreciation Month, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in honoring Dr. Dorothy ‘‘Doty’’ 
Simpson-Taylor. We celebrate her legacy of 
outstanding accomplishments and advocacy. 

f 

POLICE OUR BORDER ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 16, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Chair, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H.R. 8146, the ‘‘Police 
Our Border Act’’. 

As the Ranking Member of the Judiciary 
Crime Subcommittee and as Senior Member 
of the Homeland Security Committee, I am 
deeply disappointed in this harmful and mis-
guided bill. Yet again, House Republicans are 
wasting time with another bill that does noth-
ing to solve any issues at the border. 

Instead of trying to pass thoughtful and bi-
partisan legislation to address the problems in 
our immigration system, they have once again 
brought forward a bill that has no chance of 
becoming law and accomplishes absolutely 
nothing. 

This legislation is purportedly a reporting bill 
that simply requires the Attorney General to 
submit a report to Congress on the impact the 
number of migrants coming to the border is 
having on law enforcement officers at the Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal level. 

Upon closer inspection however, this bill 
seeks to codify Republican attacks on the 
President’s immigration policies and the 
fearmongering and demonization of immi-
grants. 

For example, the bill requires the Attorney 
General to submit a report to Congress on the 
impact the ‘‘Biden border crisis’’ is having on 
law enforcement officers at the Federal, State, 
local, and Tribal level. 

Additionally, the report must include infor-
mation on the exposure of law enforcement of-
ficers to fentanyl as a result of encounters with 
illegal aliens.’’ 

Both of these reporting requirements contain 
politically motivated rhetoric disguised as fact. 

This bill is also very poorly drafted. 
Despite the fact the entire bill is focused on 

reporting requirements related to the ‘‘Biden 
border crisis,’’ this term is not defined in the 
legislation. 

The failure to define this key term provides 
little guidance to the Attorney General on the 
required report, and it is further evidence that 
this bill is more about messaging than con-
gressional oversight of the executive branch. 

Additionally, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity would almost certainly be much better 
situated to assess issues related to border se-
curity. 

However, it appears Republicans chose to 
request this bill’s report from the Attorney 
General to ensure the Judiciary Committee 
would have jurisdiction over this bill, so they 
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would have an immigration-related bill to offer 
for ‘‘Police Week.’’ 

Instead of trying to pass thoughtful and bi-
partisan legislation to address the problems in 
our immigration system, this bill fails in such 
endeavor and offers no viable action. 

It is also important to state the fact that the 
border is not open. 

Let us look at the facts. 
In the Fiscal Year 24 appropriations bill, 

Congress appropriated over $3.4 billion for 
DHS to maintain and use 41,500 detention 
beds. 

These are levels of detention similar to 
those during under the Trump administration. 

Despite the claims of this bill, the Biden ad-
ministration has significantly expanded expe-
dited removal, and in ways that many in our 
caucus worry violates due process.’’ 

Since the end of Title 42 last year, the 
Biden administration has removed or returned 
over 660,000 individuals, including over 
102,000 individual members of family units, in-
cluding children. 

This is more than the number of people re-
moved or returned in any year under the 
Trump administration. 

Yet, time and again, Republicans have re-
fused to take yes for an answer. 

In addition to rejecting the bipartisan Senate 
border bill, Republicans have consistently re-
fused to support providing additional resources 
and personnel for the border. 

In 2021, all but six current House Repub-
licans voted against the Bipartisan Infrastruc-
ture Deal, which provided additional funding to 
ports of entry to combat smuggling of people 
and drugs. 

All but two current House Republicans voted 
against providing robust funding for border se-
curity operations in the FY2023 appropriations 
omnibus legislation. 

That bill provided more than $17 billion to 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP), includ-
ing funding for an additional 300 Border Patrol 
agents. 

The omnibus also included $60 million to 
hire 125 CBP officers and $70 million for non-
intrusive inspection technology to detect nar-
cotics and firearms at ports of entry. 

In October of 2023, the Biden administration 
sent Congress a supplemental funding re-
quest, which included an additional $13.6 bil-
lion for border security. 

My Republican colleagues have refused to 
schedule a vote on this funding request, which 
would provide the Biden administration the re-
sources it needs to secure the border and pro-
vide additional support for communities receiv-
ing migrants. 

More specifically, this supplemental funding 
would pay for an additional 1,300 Border Pa-
trol agents; 375 immigration judges and 1,600 
asylum officers to speed up processing of asy-
lum claims; 1,000 CBP officers with a focus on 
countering fentanyl; new detection technology 
for ports of entry; additional investigative capa-
bilities to combat fentanyl trafficking; and $1.4 
billion more in grants to help communities re-
ceiving migrants, among other investments. 

By forcing a vote on this bill, Republicans 
are showing they have no real solutions to ad-
dress the border. 

I urge Members to not take the bait, and to 
vote no on this bill. 

RECOGNIZING FREDON 
TOWNSHIP’S 120TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. THOMAS H. KEAN, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to extend my warmest congratula-
tions to Fredon Township on its 120th anniver-
sary. I am truly grateful to be celebrating this 
monumental milestone with them. Over the 
past 120 years, Fredon Township has flour-
ished into a lively town with vibrant natural 
scenery and rich history. As the youngest 
township in Sussex County, Fredon Township 
was formed from parts of Andover, Green, 
Hampton, and Stillwater Townships and is 
home to approximately 3,450 residents and 
1,203 residential dwellings. Once a dusty, rut-
ted, narrow dirt road on Route 94, traveling 
through a busy little village in the 1800s, can 
now be found as the core of the township. I 
am proud to have such a remarkable town 
within the 7th District, and I look forward to 
watching it continue to thrive in the coming 
decades. I wish Fredon Township a wonderful 
120th anniversary. May its next 120 years be 
filled with as much success as this one. 

f 

HONORING UNIVERSITY OF NORTH 
TEXAS PRESIDENT NEAL J. 
SMATRESK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor University of North Texas (UNT) Presi-
dent Neal J. Smatresk, PhD who has dedi-
cated his career to advancing education and 
transforming institutions. President Smatresk’s 
tenure at UNT has been marked by innova-
tion, growth, and a relentless commitment to 
excellence. 

President Smatresk’s journey in academia 
has been distinguished by his unwavering 
dedication to fostering academic success and 
research excellence. Before assuming his role 
at UNT, President Smatresk held pivotal lead-
ership positions at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas (UNLV), the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa, and the University of Texas at Arling-
ton. 

Prior to his roles in Administration, Dr. 
Smatresk was a distinguished biologist and re-
searcher. His scholarly pursuits focused on 
advancing our understanding of respiratory 
neurobiology, garnering substantial grant sup-
port, and resulting in numerous publications. 
His dedication to STEM education and out-
reach left an indelible mark on countless aspir-
ing scientists and scholars. 

President Smatresk’s leadership at UNT has 
been nothing short of transformative and has 
propelled UNT to unprecedented heights, fos-
tering a culture of achievement and inclusivity. 
Under his guidance, UNT has achieved a re-
markable five-year record of continued enroll-
ment growth, now serving almost 47,000 stu-
dents; reflecting President Smatresk’s dedica-
tion to expanding access to higher education 
and empowering students to pursue their aca-
demic aspirations. Additionally, President 

Smatresk led UNT to becoming a Carnegie- 
ranked Tier One institution that has emerged 
as a top 10 U.S. public university on the rise. 
While his strategic vision and commitment to 
student success has propelled UNT to new 
heights, earning recognition as both a Minor-
ity-Serving and Hispanic-Serving Institution 
and securing its place as one of only 22 Car-
negie-ranked Tier One research universities 
designated as Hispanic-Serving Institutions. 

President Smatresk’s impact extends far be-
yond the realm of academia. Through strategic 
partnerships with industry leaders and innova-
tive program offerings, such as UNT’s 
groundbreaking M.B.A. program in sport enter-
tainment management in collaboration with the 
Dallas Cowboys, President Smatresk has po-
sitioned UNT as a pioneer in higher education. 
His innovative approach to fostering partner-
ships between academia and industry has po-
sitioned UNT as a leader in addressing the 
evolving needs of the workforce. Through stra-
tegic collaborations with companies such as 
American Airlines, Liberty Mutual, Google, and 
JP Morgan Chase, President Smatresk has 
created new avenues for experiential learning 
and professional development, ensuring that 
UNT graduates are well-equipped to thrive in 
today’s competitive job market. 

Moreover, his commitment to expanding 
UNT’s presence in Collin County through the 
establishment of the UNT at Frisco branch 
campus underscores his dedication to expand-
ing UNT’s reach across the growing DFW re-
gion and fostering economic development 
through education. President Smatresk has 
also overseen a commitment to athletic invest-
ments and facility expansions that has trans-
formed UNT’s athletic program into a power-
house of excellence and helped to secure 
UNT’s membership into Conference USA. The 
Mean Green student-athletes and teams, 
under his leadership, have flourished, exem-
plifying the university’s spirit of determination 
and achievement. 

President Neal J. Smatresk’s visionary lead-
ership, unwavering dedication, and profound 
impact on higher education will leave an en-
during legacy at the University of North Texas 
and beyond. On behalf of the constituents of 
the 26th Congressional District of Texas, I ex-
tend my heartfelt gratitude to President 
Smatresk for his exemplary service and wish 
him a fulfilling and rewarding retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
SERVICES AT JERSEY SHORE 
UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 
AND RIVERVIEW MEDICAL CEN-
TER 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join Hackensack Meridian Health in com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of Behavioral 
Health Services at Jersey Shore University 
Medical Center and Riverview Medical Center. 
The hospitals’ vision and commitment to sup-
porting the well-being of Monmouth and 
Ocean County’s communities is truly deserv-
ing of this body’s recognition. 

Since 1974, Jersey Shore University Med-
ical Center and Riverview Medical Center 
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have offered a range of inpatient and out-
patient behavioral health services, including 
psychiatry, crisis and emergency services, 
hospitalization, consultation, and education. 
Over the years, services have expanded to in-
clude addiction and children’s programs. 

Additionally, in 1979, Jersey Shore Medical 
Center began mobile services in Asbury Park 
under a grant from the State of New Jersey. 
To better meet the needs of its clients, the 
program, coined Park Place, moved to a facil-
ity, first operating out of the local United Meth-
odist Church, then to a home on Sewall Ave-
nue, and later to a property on Bond Street. 
The Park Place program continued to expand 
and adapt, integrating services and other pro-
grams until 2019 when it was merged with the 
Riverview Medical Center Behavioral Health 
Acute Partial Program. 

For 50 years, Jersey Shore University Med-
ical Center and Riverview Medical Center 
have been providing services, education, out-
reach, and support to individuals with mental 
health and substance abuse disorders Their 
efforts to improve the quality and availability of 
support services are important for the health 
and well-being of individuals and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Jersey Shore University Medical 
Center and Riverview Medical Center for 50 
years of providing comprehensive behavioral 
health services and thanking its staff and 
members for their extraordinary service to the 
community. 

f 

LEOSA REFORM ACT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H.R. 354, the LEOSA 
Reform Act. 

In 2004, Congress passed the Law Enforce-
ment Officer Safety Act (LEOSA), permitting 
qualified active and retired law enforcement 
officers to carry concealed firearms and am-
munition in certain places. 

Every state allows the concealed carry of 
firearms subject to certain conditions, but the 
original LEOSA overrode whatever permit, 
training, or other requirements might be in 
place—with important, commonsense excep-
tions for National Parks, playgrounds, govern-
ment buildings, private property, and other 
sensitive areas. 

I should note that I was a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee when it passed 
the original LEOSA in 2004. 

At that time, the Committee was under Re-
publican control, but it still followed regular 
order. 

We held a hearing on the bill in which we 
heard from several law enforcement organiza-
tions. 

Some expressed support for the bill as a 
way for officers to protect themselves and be 
able to respond to a dangerous situation 
whether they were in their home jurisdiction or 
not, on-duty or off-duty, active or retired. 

Other law enforcement organizations op-
posed the legislation, expressing concerns 
about creating confusion in the field that might 
even endanger law enforcement. 

While some of my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle expressed concerns about the 

original LEOSA, I was satisfied that it struck 
an appropriate balance. 

I supported the original LEOSA because it 
included limits for special places. 

It had exceptions so that states would still 
have some control over whether retired and 
off-duty law enforcement officers would be al-
lowed to carry concealed weapons in places 
like parks, playgrounds, Gun-Free School 
Zones, and state and local government build-
ings. 

States should be allowed to regulate these 
places consistent with the needs of the state. 

Allowing them to do so protects local law 
enforcement by making sure they know what 
to expect when responding to a scene. 

The original LEOSA also respected the 
rights of private property owners to prohibit 
concealed weapons on their property if they 
chose to do so. 

And with respect to retired officers, it en-
sured that they would continue to receive an-
nual firearms training so that they would know 
how to safely use the concealed firearm that 
they were carrying. 

The legislation before us today, however, 
upsets the balance struck by the original 
LEOSA and it is being advanced without a 
hearing that would help us fully evaluate its 
strengths and weaknesses. 

While I supported the original LEOSA, I op-
pose the legislation before us today because 
it would allow more concealed weapons in 
parks, playgrounds, Gun-Free School Zones, 
local government buildings, and on private 
property even when it is contrary to the judg-
ment of state leaders and private property 
owners. 

Today’s bill also weakens the training stand-
ards for retired officers as set forth in the origi-
nal LEOSA, which is especially concerning. 

Marksmanship is a perishable skill that must 
be renewed through practice and training. 

By relaxing the training standards, today’s 
bill would allow retired officers to carry con-
cealed firearms despite it being as many as 
three years since they last received training— 
and it could be that they retired from law en-
forcement more years before that. 

I respect the rights of lawful and responsible 
gun owners, including the rights of retired and 
off-duty law enforcement. 

We should allow these individuals to carry 
concealed weapons into many places, pro-
vided they meet certain qualifications including 
regular training. 

But this bill would allow concealed weapons 
to be carried by those who have not received 
recent training. 

And it would allow concealed firearms in 
spaces where a state may have a valid public 
safety interest in prohibiting them. 

For these reasons, I must oppose this legis-
lation and I urge my colleagues to vote no on 
this bill. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LTC KELSEY 
ROUSEY 

HON. AUMUA AMATA COLEMAN 
RADEWAGEN 

OF AMERICAN SAMOA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank Lieutenant Colonel Kelsey 

Rousey for her dedicated service to the peo-
ple of American Samoa and all the Pacific Is-
lands as Deputy to the House Liaison Division 
in the U.S. Army’s Office of the Chief, Legisla-
tive Liaison. 

In American Samoa, our men and women of 
the Armed Forces are very important to us 
The people of our islands take great pride in 
being patriotic Americans and our people are 
known for a high rate of service in our military 
In particular, our U S Army recruiting center 
ranks number one in the nation in enlistment 
rate. 

To that end I would like to recognize all the 
work LTC Rousey has done to serve our 
country throughout her career, so far. She re-
ceived her commission through the ROTC pro-
gram at John Carroll University, as Transpor-
tation Officer. 

She has an extensive list of military awards 
and decorations including the Bronze Star 
Medal, the Meritorious Service Medal with four 
oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters, and the 
Meritorious Volunteer Medal. She was instru-
mental in sharing the Army message through-
out the House of Representatives and Con-
gress. 

In congratulating this outstanding officer 
today, we also express our deep appreciation 
to all who serve, including the many in uniform 
from American Samoa serving with distinction 
all over the world. 

In thank Kelsey for her outstanding leader-
ship and her commitment to our Soldiers, 
American Samoa, and our great Nation. Best 
wishes to her and her family as she departs 
for Pennsylvania and the U.S. Army War Col-
lege I thank her for her service and her tone 
dedicated to our beautiful island. 

God bless you on your journey 
(Fa’amanumia le Atua i ou ala. Soifua). 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE UNITED 
STATES BORDER PATROL 100TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CLAUDIA TENNEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the men and women of the United 
States Border Patrol for the 100 years of in-
credible service they have provided to our 
country, ensuring security and sovereignty at 
our borders. Since its founding on May 1, 
1924—the first anniversary of the signing of 
the 1923 Border Convention between the 
United States and Mexico, the United States 
Border Patrol has been dedicated to defending 
the borders of our great Nation. 

The members of the United States Border 
Patrol work day and night, hour upon hour, in 
harsh conditions and dangerous cir-
cumstances to ensure that terrorists, weapons, 
drugs and contraband do not make their way 
into the United States. 

Today, I wish to shine a spotlight on one of 
the integral sectors within the United States 
Customs and Border Patrol—the Buffalo Sec-
tor. Situated along the Northern border, the 
Buffalo Sector plays a pivotal role in securing 
our nation’s perimeter Sprawling across vast 
landscapes, from the Great Lakes to the Ap-
palachian Mountains, its agents stand as 
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guardians of the gateway between the United 
States and Canada. 

In the Buffalo Sector, CBP agents face 
unique challenges, navigating diverse terrain 
and weather conditions with unwavering deter-
mination. From bustling urban centers to re-
mote wilderness, they remain steadfast in their 
mission to uphold the rule of law and protect 
our communities Their tireless efforts have 
thwarted illicit activities, intercepted smugglers, 
and safeguarded our borders from potential 
threats. 

But beyond their operational duties, the 
agents of the Buffalo Sector embody the swift 
of service and sacrifice They forge bonds with 
the communities they serve, building trust and 
collaboration to ensure the safety of all, Their 
commitment to excellence and their willing-
ness to go above and beyond the call of duty 
exemplifies the finest traditions of the United 
States Customs and Border Patrol. 

The United States Border Patrol embodies 
the highest standard of courage and dedica-
tion to duty, exemplified by serving in the most 
hazardous environment with professionalism, 
unmatched performance, and unwavering eth-
ics. 

Today, I am joined by my Congressional 
colleagues to hereby recognize and applaud 
the United States Border Patrol for its out-
standing service and commend it for its con-
tributions to the safety and protection of the 
United States. 

I thank all agents of the United States Bor-
der Patrol, past and present, who bravely 
dedicated their efforts to guarding the borders 
of the United States and upholding the rule of 
law for the past 100 years. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA PUBLIC DE-
FENDER SERVICE TECHNICAL 
CORRECTION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the District of Columbia Public Defender 
Service Technical Correction Act, which would 
fix a drafting error in the Further Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2024. Unless fixed, this 
error will force the D.C. Public Defender Serv-
ice (PDS) to close one day per week begin-
ning in mid-June through the rest of the cur-
rent fiscal year. I very much appreciate that 
Senator CHRIS VAN HOLLEN will be introducing 
the bill in the Senate. I also appreciate that he 
filed an amendment on the Senate floor to the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024 to fix this 
error, but am disappointed that the Senate did 
not take it up. 

PDS is independent of the D.C. govern-
ment, is exclusively funded by the federal gov-
ernment and its employees are deemed fed-
eral employees for purposes of federal bene-
fits. The Further Consolidated Appropriations 
Act, 2024 provides PDS $53,629,000 in fiscal 
year 2024, the same funding level PDS re-
ceived in fiscal year 2023. However, the Fur-
ther Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 re-
quires PDS to spend $3 million of its appro-
priation on office relocation expenses, even 
though PDS had already relocated offices be-
fore the bill was enacted. PDS needs the au-

thority to spend that $3 million on salaries, or 
it will be forced to close one day per week. My 
bill would give PDS the authority to spend that 
$3 million on salaries. 

The drafting error will not only harm PDS 
employees, who will not be paid when PDS is 
closed, it will also harm the local criminal jus-
tice system in D.C. On the days that PDS is 
closed, PDS attorneys will not appear in any 
matter before the D.C. Superior Court, the 
D.C. Court of Appeals, the U.S. Parole Com-
mission or other administrative or adjudicative 
body. The local D.C. court system is already 
facing a backlog of cases because of a short-
age of judges, who are appointed by the presi-
dent, subject to Senate confirmation. The PDS 
furloughs will only exacerbate this problem. 
This is simply an unacceptable result, espe-
cially when it will have been caused by what 
everyone acknowledges is a drafting error, 
and not a deliberate cut to PDS’s funding. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to vote on May 14th and May 15th as I 
had an immovable commitment. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: YEA on Roll Call 
No. 196; YEA on Roll Call No. 197; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 200; YEA on Roll Call No. 204; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 203; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 202; YEA on Roll Call No. 201; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 205; YEA on Roll Call No. 206; 
YEA on Roll Call No. 207; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 208; YEA on Roll Call No. 209; YEA on 
Roll Call No. 210; YEA on Roll Call No. 211; 
and YEA on Roll Call No. 212. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. DEV A. 
GNANADEV 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev for 
his decades of service as a healthcare pro-
vider in the Inland Empire and to celebrate the 
naming of the Dr. Dev A. GnanaDev Trauma 
Center at the Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center. 

Dr. GnanaDev started his over 40-year ca-
reer serving the Inland Empire as a member 
of the medical staff at the San Bernardino 
County Medical Center, which eventually was 
renamed the Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center. At Arrowhead Regional, he played a 
key role in the development of the trauma 
center as the Founding Director of Trauma 
Services until being appointed as the Medical 
Director of the Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center in June 2000. Under his 12-year lead-
ership, Arrowhead Regional Medical Center 
took critical steps to expand its patient serv-
ices and physician training programs. Today, 
Dr. GnanaDev serves as the Associate Direc-
tor of Medicine and the Chairman of the De-
partment of Surgery at Arrowhead Regional 

Medical Center, a position he has held since 
1989. 

Dr GnanaDev has dedicated a lifetime to 
improving access to and the quality of health 
care in the Inland Empire. As the Founding 
President of the California University of 
Science and Medicine and as a Clinical Pro-
fessor of Surgery at Western University of 
Health Sciences and the California University 
of Science and Medicine, Dr. GnanaDev has 
taken tremendous steps in addressing the 
physician shortage impacting our communities. 

This week, our community is coming to-
gether to celebrate Dr. GnanaDev’s commit-
ment to a healthy Inland Empire. On Thurs-
day, May 23rd, Arrowhead Regional Medical 
Center will officially be named the Dr. Dev A 
GnanaDev Trauma Center. This honor will en-
sure that Dr. GnanaDev’s profound impact on 
our community’s health and wellbeing will be 
remembered for generations to come. 

For his outstanding accomplishments, it is 
my honor to recognize Dev A. GnanaDev, 
M.D., M.B.A, F.A.C.S. His years of service 
and commitment to the people of the Inland 
Empire are worthy of the highest commenda-
tion. 

f 

HONORING MARINE VETERAN 
CONRAD C. JANOWSKI 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. BANKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Marine veteran Conrad C. 
Janowski, who passed away on May 12, 2024. 

A long-time resident of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
Conrad was a respected member of the com-
munity, an accomplished architect, and be-
loved husband, father, and friend. 

Conrad attended the University of Notre 
Dame, where he graduated with a Bachelor of 
Architecture degree. After he moved his family 
to Fort Wayne, he served on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Indiana Society of Architects 
and was President of the Northern Chapter 
early in his career. One of Conrad’s greatest 
sources of pride throughout his life was his 
service in the United States Marine Corps 
from 1956 to 1958. 

We honor Conrad for his service to his 
country and for the civic leadership he showed 
across the entirety of his life. May he rest in 
peace. 

f 

RESOLUTION REGARDING VIO-
LENCE AGAINST LAW ENFORCE-
MENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 17, 2024 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in opposition to H. Res. 1213, ‘‘A reso-
lution regarding violence against law enforce-
ment officers’’. 

Sadly, H. Res. 1213 is another hypocritical, 
partisan attack cloaked behind a message 
honoring local law enforcement during Na-
tional Police Week. 
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The resolution is full of misinformation, 

baseless and dangerous claims, and political 
rhetoric that overwhelms its intended purpose 
and has no place in what should be an oppor-
tunity to bring Congress together in solemn re-
flection. 

My Republican colleagues have consistently 
tried to blame the rise in violent crime on 
Democrats and locally-elected District Attor-
neys and with this resolution have attempted 
once again to label Democrats as the party of 
‘‘defund the police.’’ 

The resolution asserts without evidence that 
calls to defund the police are tied to an in-
crease in violence against law enforcement of-
ficers and further implies that locally adopted 
progressive criminal justice reform policies 
have contributed to the ‘‘negative environ-
ment’’ in which law enforcement officers work. 

The Resolution fails to acknowledge that the 
number of officers killed in the line of duty de-
creased substantially each year from 586 in 
2021 to 137 in 2023. 

The resolution advances baseless political 
attacks against policies aimed at addressing 
decades of mass incarceration and over-
criminalization, attempting to link policies such 
as decreased criminal penalties and no-cash 
bail systems with an increase in aggression 
and violence toward law enforcement. 

The Resolution claims that House members 
are responsible for exemplifying a respect for 
the rule of law and for law enforcement but 
overlooks hypocritical anti-police Republican 
actions: 

The failure of Republicans to unanimously 
vote to award the Congressional Gold Medal 
to all police officers who responded to the vio-
lent January 6th attack on the Capitol and ef-
forts like H. Con. Res. 106 to marginalize fed-
eral law enforcement officers. 

Republican efforts to defund law enforce-
ment, whether by opposing grant funding that 
supports state and local agencies, or by call-
ing to abolish federal agencies such as the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and 
Explosives (ATF). 

For these reasons I must oppose this fatally 
flawed resolution—and yet another missed op-
portunity to support and honor law enforce-
ment personnel across the country and those 
who lost their lives in the line of duty, without 
engaging in partisanship on this solemn occa-
sion. 

f 

REMEMBERING GAYLE OWEN 
AVERYT 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina is recognizing the extraor-
dinary achievements of Gayle Averyt, who is a 
Southern Gentleman who has been a top 
business and political leader. My personal ap-
preciation is for his courage as one of the 
state’s earliest Republicans, building the mod-
ern Party from non-existence to now super 
majorities with all statewide elected officials 
Republicans. 

DUNBAR FUNERAL HOME OBITUARY 
Gayle Owen Averyt of Columbia, South 

Carolina, was born on October 13, 1933, in 

Montgomery, Alabama, and he died peace-
fully at his home in Columbia, South Caro-
lina on May 13, 2024. He was the second of 
three children of Edwin Franklin and 
Asenath Murfee Averyt. Gayle’s family 
moved into their first home in Columbia 
when he was five weeks old. 

Gayle graduated from Dreher High School 
in 1951. He went on to graduate Cum Laude 
from Davidson College in 1955 and was in-
ducted into the Phi Beta Kappa Society. He 
then earned an MBA from Harvard Business 
School in 1958. 

Gayle’s father, Edwin, co-founded Colonial 
Life & Accident Insurance Company in 1937. 
Gayle joined Colonial Life after Harvard, 
moving through the management ranks. In 
1970, he became the Chairman of the Board 
and CEO after his father retired. He held 
those positions until 1993 when Colonial Life 
merged with UNUM Corporation. Gayle be-
came Chairman Emeritus of Colonial Life 
and served on UNUM’s board from 1993 until 
1999. 

Gayle and his wife of 61 years, Margaret 
‘‘Peg’’ Finlay met on a blind date. This was 
their first time meeting despite both grow-
ing up in Columbia. Safe to say their date 
was a success and they were married on June 
15, 1963, at Kanuga Episcopal Conference 
Center in Hendersonville, North Carolina. 

Gayle was generous with his time, talents 
and resources. Being of service gave him 
priceless memories and enhanced his 
worldview and purpose. He was on many 
boards and committees, including the Cen-
tral Carolina Community Foundation, the 
South Carolina State Fair Association, the 
South Carolina Orchestra Association, the 
South Carolina Ports Authority and the Cul-
tural Council of Richland and Lexington 
Counties. He was an active member of Trin-
ity Cathedral and served on the Finance 
Committee and in various other capacities. 
As a board member, he spent countless hours 
helping Heathwood Hall Episcopal School 
and Kanuga Conference Center, two places 
that were very special to him. Even after he 
retired, Gayle remained involved in numer-
ous business, civic, political, educational and 
cultural organizations. 

Some of the awards Gayle received were 
the Distinguished Alumni Award from Da-
vidson College, Humanitarian of the Year 
from The United Way of the Midlands, Busi-
ness Man of the Year from the South Caro-
lina Chamber of Commerce, Honorary Doctor 
of Public Service from the University of 
South Carolina, and the Order of the Pal-
metto from Governor Carroll Campbell. He 
was inducted into the South Carolina Busi-
ness Hall of Fame by Junior Achievement. 

Gayle led with humility and in the spirit of 
collaboration. He was quick to acknowledge 
that he would not have achieved his accom-
plishments without the support of Peg, his 
administrative assistants, the many people 
who were serving alongside him, and his col-
leagues and employees at Colonial Life. He 
said that Colonial Life gave more to him 
than he ever gave to the company. 

Gayle exercised regularly and was a fore-
runner in promoting healthy living. He es-
tablished a wellness center at Colonial Life 
in the 1980s, offering exercise classes in 
which he often participated. He and Peg 
played mixed doubles in tennis and began 
jogging in the 1970s when it was a new fad. 
He took up golf in high school and shot a 
hole in one when he was 83. Gayle loved to 
dance at any occasion where music was play-
ing. He hung upside down in gravity boots 
and practiced yoga. He was interviewed in an 
article about longevity in Smart Money 
magazine, accompanied by a photo of him 
standing on his head. 

Gayle was a kind and caring husband, fa-
ther and grandfather. He will be remembered 

for his integrity, compassionate heart and 
the many contributions he made towards 
helping others. 

Gayle is survived by his wife, Margaret 
Finlay Averyt; his daughters, Caroline 
Averyt Lord and Margaret McQueen Averyt; 
his sisters, Ella Averyt DuBose and Dorothy 
Averyt Poston; his grandchildren, William 
Leighton Lord IV, Owen Elliott Lord and 
Isabelle Finlay Lord; and his six nephews 
and nieces. He was predeceased by his par-
ents and his youngest daughter, Elinor Fin-
lay Averyt. A nephew is State Representa-
tive Kirkman Finlay. 

The memorial service for Gayle will be 
held on May 23, 2024 at 11:00 AM at Trinity 
Episcopal Cathedral, 1100 Sumter Street, Co-
lumbia, SC 29201. A reception will follow the 
service in Satterlee Hall. Dunbar Funeral 
Home, Devine Street Chapel, is assisting the 
family. 

In lieu of flowers, you may consider mak-
ing a donation to Trinity Episcopal Cathe-
dral (www.trinitysc.org), Kanuga Conference 
Center (www.kanuga.org), or the charity of 
your choice. 

Memories of Gayle may be shared at 
www.dunbarfunerals.com. 

f 

COAST GUARD AUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 2024 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 14, 2024 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the brave and selfless 
members of our nation’s Coast Guard. I also 
rise to urge my colleagues to join me in work-
ing to develop America’s maritime and ship-
building workforce to meet the growing de-
mand of the offshore wind industry. 

I am concerned that the Coast Guard Reau-
thorization Act, which is a critical piece of leg-
islation, includes language that would be detri-
mental to the budding domestic offshore wind 
industry. If enacted without changes, this bill 
would significantly slow our transition to clean, 
renewable, and domestic energy. We have 
seen this worrisome provision before. Numer-
ous stakeholders, then and now, have ex-
pressed concern that crewing requirements on 
globally rare vessels that are already in high 
demand would make it all but impossible for 
offshore wind projects to move forward in the 
near term. 

While I certainly share the goal of expand-
ing opportunities for American mariners in off-
shore wind farm construction, this jeopardizes 
jobs in offshore wind manufacturing as well as 
jobs that will last decades in offshore wind tur-
bine operations and maintenance. While I plan 
to vote for this legislation due to the important 
work of our nation’s Coast Guard, I urge my 
colleagues to work together and remove this 
shortsighted provision. 

Last spring, in the interest of finding a path 
to empower American workers without threat-
ening progress in the near term, I introduced 
the Offshore Wind American Manufacturing 
Act. This Act requires the U.S. Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) to conduct a study 
to inform public and private investment in ship-
building and workforce training to support the 
Biden Administration’s goal of deploying 30 
gigawatts of offshore wind energy by 2030. 
The study would also identify ways that cur-
rent policies could be strengthened to support 
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American workers, including new opportunities 
for American mariners interested in installing 
offshore wind on the outer continental shelf. 

This study is a pragmatic approach that bal-
ances our responsibility to reduce emissions 

and support American workers and mariners. 
Thanks to momentum generated by the pas-
sage of the Inflation Reduction Act, offshore 
wind has the potential to catalyze major in-
vestments in American manufacturing and 

shipbuilding. By studying opportunities to 
maximize the role of American mariners and 
shipbuilders in meeting these goals, we en-
sure that we do not allow the perfect to be-
come the enemy of the good. 
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Tuesday, May 21, 2024 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S3783–S3818 
Measures Introduced: Fifteen bills and one resolu-
tion were introduced, as follows: S. 4370–4384, and 
S. Res. 700.                                                           Pages S3814–15 

Measures Passed: 
Consumer Furnaces CRA: Committee on Energy 

and Natural Resources was discharged from further 
consideration of S.J. Res. 58, providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Depart-
ment of Energy relating to ‘‘Energy Conservation 
Program: Energy Conservation Standards for Con-
sumer Furnaces’’, and the joint resolution was then 
passed in a roll call vote, 50 yeas to 45 nays (Vote 
No. 176).                                                                        Page S3800 

During consideration of this measure today, Senate 
also took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to consid-
eration of the joint resolution.                             Page S3800 

Measures Considered: 
Border Act—Cloture: Senate began consideration 
of the motion to proceed to consideration of S. 4361, 
making emergency supplemental appropriations for 
border security and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2024.                      Page S3783 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the motion to proceed to consideration of the bill, 
and, in accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, a vote on clo-
ture will occur upon disposition of the nomination 
of Melissa Griffin Dalton, of Virginia, to be Under 
Secretary of the Air Force.                                     Page S3783 

Appointments: 
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 

Ceremonies: The Chair, on behalf of the Vice Presi-
dent, pursuant to the provisions of S. Con. Res. 34 
(118th Congress), appointed the following Senators 
to the Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies: Senators Schumer, Klobuchar, and 
Fischer.                                                                            Page S3800 

Martinez Nomination—Agreement: Senate re-
sumed consideration of the nomination of Angela M. 
Martinez, of Arizona, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Arizona.                     Page S3790 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 64 yeas to 29 nays (Vote No. EX. 175), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                           Pages S3789–90 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion occur at 11:30 a.m., on Wednesday, May 22, 
2024; and that the motions to invoke cloture filed 
during the session of the Senate on Monday, May 
20, 2024, ripen upon disposition of the nomination. 
                                                                                            Page S3800 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Wednes-
day, May 22, 2024; and that if cloture is invoked 
on the nomination of Dena M. Coggins, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of California, all time be considered 
expired at 3:15 p.m.                                                 Page S3800 

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination: 

By 66 yeas to 26 nays (Vote No. EX. 174), Krissa 
M. Lanham, of Arizona, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Arizona. 
                                                                      Pages S3786–89, S3818 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 66 yeas to 27 nays (Vote No. EX. 173), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                           Pages S3788–89 

Measures Discharged:                                           Page S3809 

Measures Placed on the Calendar: 
                                                                            Pages S3783, S3809 

Measures Read the First Time:       Pages S3800, S3809 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S3809–12 

Petitions and Memorials:                           Pages S3812–14 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S3815–16 
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Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S3816–17 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S3808–09 

Amendments Submitted:                                   Page S3817 

Authorities for Committees to Meet: 
                                                                                    Pages S3817–18 

Record Votes: Four record votes were taken today. 
(Total—176)                                                     Pages S3789–3800 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:46 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Wednesday, 
May 22, 2024. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S3818.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

APPROPRIATIONS: ARMY 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Defense 
concluded a hearing to examine proposed budget es-
timates and justification for fiscal year 2025 for the 
Army, after receiving testimony from Christine 
Wormuth, Secretary, and General Randy A. George, 
Chief of Staff, both of the Army, Department of De-
fense. 

APPROPRIATIONS: STATE DEPARTMENT 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on State, 
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs concluded 
a hearing to examine proposed budget estimates and 
justification for fiscal year 2025 for the Department 
of State, after receiving testimony from Antony J. 
Blinken, Secretary of State. 

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND 
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM 
Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Stra-
tegic Forces concluded a hearing to examine Depart-
ment of Defense space activities in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2025 
and the Future Years Defense Program, after receiv-
ing testimony from John D. Hill, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Space and Missile Defense, Frank 
Calvelli, Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Space Acquisition and Integration, and General Mi-
chael A. Guetlein, USSF, Vice Chief of Space Oper-
ations, all of the Department of Defense. 

ROADWAY SAFETY 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Surface Transportation, Maritime, 
Freight, and Ports concluded a hearing to examine 
the roadway safety crisis and highlighting commu-
nity solutions, after receiving testimony from Samuel 

Krassenstein, City of Detroit, Detroit, Michigan; 
Laura Chace, The Intelligent Transportation Society 
of America, Washington, D.C.; Jacob Nelson, AAA, 
Farmington, Michigan; Laura Sandt, University of 
North Carolina Highway Safety Research Center, 
Chapel Hill; and Jeff Farrah, Autonomous Vehicle 
Industry Association, Alexandria, Virginia. 

ELECTRIC POWER 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
concluded a hearing to examine the opportunities, 
risks, and challenges associated with growth in de-
mand for electric power in the United States, after 
receiving testimony from Ben Fowke, American 
Electric Power Company, Columbus, Ohio; Karen 
Onaran, ELCON, and Mark P. Mills, National Cen-
ter for Energy Analytics, both of Washington, D.C.; 
and Scott Gatzemeier, Micron, Boise, Idaho. 

CHILD SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 
Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing 
to examine child savings accounts and other tax-ad-
vantaged accounts benefiting American children, 
after receiving testimony from William Elliott, Uni-
versity of Michigan Center on Assets, Education, and 
Inclusion, Ann Arbor; Colleen J. Quint, Alfond 
Scholarship Foundation, Portland, Maine; Veronique 
de Rugy, George Mason University Mercatus Center, 
Fairfax, Virginia; and Adam N. Michel, Cato Insti-
tute, Washington, D.C. 

U.S. PORTS 
Committee on Finance: Subcommittee on International 
Trade, Customs, and Global Competitiveness con-
cluded a hearing to examine trade enforcement and 
entry of merchandise at United States ports, after re-
ceiving testimony from John Pickel, National For-
eign Trade Council, and John Drake, U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, Washington, D.C.; and James H. 
Paylor, Jr., International Longshoreman’s Associa-
tion, Pocono Pines, Pennsylvania. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE BUDGET 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine the President’s proposed budg-
et request for fiscal year 2025 for the Department of 
State, focusing on American diplomacy and global 
leadership, after receiving testimony from Antony J. 
Blinken, Secretary of State. 

FRAUD AND ZELLE 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations 
concluded a hearing to examine fraud and Zelle, 
after receiving testimony from Stephanie R. Tatar, 
Tatar Law Firm, Los Angeles, California; John 
Breyault, National Consumers League, Arlington, 
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Virginia; Delicia Reynolds Hand, Consumer Reports, 
Washington, D.C.; Ariana Duval, Boston, Massachu-
setts; and Anne Humphreys, Laurel, Maryland. 

FEEDING A HEALTHIER AMERICA 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 
Subcommittee on Primary Health and Retirement 
Security concluded a hearing to examine feeding a 
healthier America, focusing on current efforts and 
potential opportunities for Food is Medicine, after 
receiving testimony from Jean Terranova, Commu-
nity Servings, and Dariush Mozaffarian, Tufts Uni-
versity Food is Medicine Institute, both of Boston, 
Massachusetts; Erin Martin, FreshRx Oklahoma, 
Tulsa; and J. Carter Williams, iSelect Fund, LLC, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

COMPETITION IN THE PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG MARKET 
Committee on the Judiciary: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine competition in the prescription 

drug market, focusing on ensuring affordable and ac-
cessible medications, after receiving testimony from 
William B. Feldman, Brigham and Women’s Hos-
pital, Boston, Massachusetts; David E. Mitchell, Pa-
tients for Affordable Drugs NOW, and Jocelyn B. 
Ulrich, Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers 
of America, both of Washington, D.C.; Adam 
Mossoff, George Mason University Antonin Scalia 
Law School, Arlington, Virginia; and Arti K. Rai, 
Duke Law School, Durham, North Carolina. 

PRISON LABOR IN AMERICA 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Criminal 
Justice and Counterterrorism concluded a hearing to 
examine prison labor in America, after receiving tes-
timony from Jennifer Turner, American Civil Lib-
erties Union, New York, New York; Charles Fain 
Lehman, Manhattan Institute for Policy Research, 
Washington, D.C.; Andrea Armstrong, Loyola Uni-
versity College of Law, New Orleans, Louisiana; and 
Terrance Winn, Shreveport, Louisiana. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 22 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 8467–8488; and 7 resolutions, H.J. 
Res. 151; and H. Res. 1244–1249, were introduced. 
                                                                                    Pages H3397–98 

Additional Cosponsors:                         Pages H3399–H3400 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 6160, to amend the Public Health Service 

Act to reauthorize a lifespan respite care program, 
with an amendment (H. Rept. 118–513); 

H.R. 7153, to reauthorize the Dr. Lorna Breen 
Health Care Provider Protection Act, and for other 
purposes (H. Rept. 118–514); 

H.R. 7218, to amend title III of the Public 
Health Service Act to extend the program for pro-
motion of public health knowledge and awareness of 
Alzheimer1s disease and related dementias, and for 
other purposes (H. Rept. 118–515); and 

H. Res. 1243, providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 4763) to provide for a system of regula-
tion of digital assets by the Commodity Futures 
Trading Com-mission and the Securities and Ex-
change Commission, and for other purposes; pro-
viding for consideration of the bill (H.R. 5403) to 
amend the Federal Reserve Act to prohibit the Fed-
eral reserve banks from offering certain products or 
services directly to an individual, to prohibit the use 

of central bank digital currency for monetary policy, 
and for other purposes; and providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 192) to prohibit individuals 
who are not citizens of the United States from vot-
ing in elections in the District of Columbia (H. 
Rept. 118–516).                                                 Pages H3396–97 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Kustoff to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H3359 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:33 p.m. and re-
convened at 2 p.m.                                                    Page H3363 

Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies—Appointment: The Chair announced 
the Speaker’s appointment of the following Members 
on the part of the House to the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies: Representa-
tives Johnson (LA), Scalise, and Jeffries.        Page H3364 

Recess: The House recessed at 2:11 p.m. and recon-
vened at 3:34 p.m.                                                    Page H3364 

Suspensions: The House agreed to suspend the rules 
and pass the following measures: Modernizing Gov-
ernment Technology Reform Act: H.R. 5527, 
amended, to amend section 1078 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 to 
increase the effectiveness of the Technology Mod-
ernization Fund;                                                  Pages H3364–67 
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Government Service Delivery Improvement Act: 
H.R. 5887, amended, to amend chapter 3 of title 5, 
United States Code, to improve Government service 
delivery, and build related capacity for the Federal 
Government;                                                         Pages H3367–69 

Federal Prison Oversight Act: H.R. 3019, 
amended, to establish an inspections regime for the 
Bureau of Prisons, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 392 
yeas to 2 nays, Roll No. 220;                      Pages H3369–74 

Working Dog Commemorative Coin Act: H.R. 
807, amended, to require the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to mint coins in commemoration of the invalu-
able service that working dogs provide to society; 
                                                                                    Pages H3374–76 

Everett Alvarez, Jr. Congressional Gold Medal 
Act: H.R. 1097, to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal to Everett Alvarez, Jr., in recognition of his 
service to the Nation;                                      Pages H3376–79 

Federal Disaster Tax Relief Act: H.R. 5863, 
amended, to provide tax relief with respect to certain 
Federal disasters, by a 2⁄3 yea-and-nay vote of 382 
yeas to 7 nays, Roll No. 219;                      Pages H3379–82 

Rolling Stock Protection Act: H.R. 3317, to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to remove the 
lifetime exemption from the prohibition on procure-
ment of rolling stock from certain vehicle manufac-
turers for parties to executed contracts; 
                                                                                    Pages H3382–83 

Designating the United States courthouse lo-
cated at 350 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘‘Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez 
United States Courthouse’’: H.R. 5754, amended, 
to designate the United States courthouse located at 
350 W. 1st Street, Los Angeles, California, as the 
‘‘Felicitas and Gonzalo Mendez United States Court-
house’’;                                                                     Pages H3383–85 

Think Differently Transportation Act: H.R. 
6248, amended, to require Amtrak to report to Con-
gress information on Amtrak compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 with re-
spect to trains and stations; and                 Pages H3385–86 

James R. Dominguez Memorial Act: H.R. 5799, 
to designate the checkpoint of the United States 
Border Patrol located on United States Highway 90 
West in Uvalde County, Texas, as the ‘‘James R. 
Dominguez Border Patrol Checkpoint’’. 
                                                                                    Pages H3386–87 

Recess: The House recessed at 5:45 p.m. and recon-
vened at 6:30 p.m.                                                    Page H3387 

Order of Business: Agreed by unanimous consent 
that, notwithstanding rule XVII, during the One 
Hundred Eighteenth Congress, Representative 

Wexton be permitted to use a medical assistive com-
munication device on the floor of the House. 
                                                                                            Page H3389 

Authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in the 
Capitol Visitor Center for an event to celebrate 
the birthday of King Kamehameha I: The House 
agreed to take from the Speaker table and agreed to 
S. Con. Res. 36, authorizing the use of Emancipation 
Hall in the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to 
celebrate the birthday of King Kamehameha I. 
                                                                                            Page H3389 

Providing for the consideration of the bill (H.R. 
5863) to provide tax relief with respect to cer-
tain Federal disasters: Agreed by unanimous con-
sent that H. Res. 961, providing for the consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 5863) to provide tax relief 
with respect to certain Federal disasters, be laid on 
the table.                                                                Pages H3387–88 

Presidential Message: Read a message from the 
President wherein he notified Congress that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the stabilization of 
Iraq declared in Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 
2023, as modified by Executive Order 13290 of 
March 20, 2003, Executive Order 13315 of August 
28, 2003, Executive Order 13350 of July 29, 2004, 
Executive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004, Ex-
ecutive Order 13438 of July 17, 2007, and Execu-
tive Order 13668 of May 27, 2014, is to continue 
in effect beyond May 22, 2024—referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be 
printed (H. Doc. 118–143).                                 Page H3364 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
by the Clerk and subsequently presented to the 
House today appears on page H3364. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H3387–88 and 3388–89. 
Adjournment: The House met at 12 p.m. and ad-
journed at 7:55 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies held a markup on the Subcommittee on 
Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 2025. The Sub-
committee on Military Construction, Veterans Af-
fairs, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill, FY 
2025 was forwarded to the full Committee, without 
amendment. 
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FINANCIAL INNOVATION AND 
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE 21ST CENTURY 
ACT; CBDC ANTI–SURVEILLANCE STATE 
ACT; TO PROHIBIT INDIVIDUALS WHO 
ARE NOT CITIZENS OF THE UNITED 
STATES FROM VOTING IN ELECTIONS IN 
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Committee on Rules: Full Committee held a hearing on 
H.R. 4763, the ‘‘Financial Innovation and Tech-
nology for the 21st Century Act’’; H.R. 5403, the 
‘‘CBDC Anti-Surveillance State Act’’; and H.R. 192, 
to prohibit individuals who are not citizens of the 
United States from voting in elections in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The Committee granted, by a 
record vote of 8–3, a rule providing for consideration 
of H.R. 4763, the ‘‘Financial Innovation and Tech-
nology for the 21st Century Act’’, H.R. 5403, the 
‘‘CBDC Anti-Surveillance State Act’’, and H.R. 192, 
to prohibit individuals who are not citizens of the 
United States from voting in elections in the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The rule provides for consider-
ation of H.R. 4763, the ‘‘Financial Innovation and 
Technology for the 21st Century Act’’, under a 
structured rule. The rule waives all points of order 
against consideration of the bill. The rule provides 
one hour of general debate equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Financial Services or their re-
spective designees. The rule provides that in lieu of 
the amendments in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committees on Agriculture and 
Financial Services now printed in the bill, an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting of the 
text of Rules Committee Print 118–33, modified by 
the amendment printed in part A of the Rules Com-
mittee Report, shall be considered as adopted and 
the bill, as amended, shall be considered as read. The 
rule waives all points of order against provisions in 
the bill, as amended. The rule makes in order only 
those amendments printed in part B of the Rules 
Committee report. Each amendment made in order 
may be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, shall be 
debatable for the time specified in the report equally 
divided and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the ques-
tion. All points of order against the amendments 
printed in part B of the Rules Committee report are 
waived. The rule provides one motion to recommit. 
The rule further provides for consideration of H.R. 
5403, the ‘‘CBDC Anti-Surveillance State Act’’, 
under a structured rule. The rule waives all points 
of order against consideration of the bill. The rule 
provides one hour of general debate equally divided 

and controlled by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Financial Services or 
their respective designees. The rule provides that the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Financial Services 
now printed in the bill shall be considered as adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, shall be considered as 
read. The rule waives all points of order against pro-
visions in the bill, as amended. The rule makes in 
order only those amendments printed in part C of 
the Rules Committee report. Each amendment made 
in order may be offered only in the order printed in 
the report, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in the re-
port equally divided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question. All points of order against the 
amendments printed in part C of the Rules Com-
mittee report are waived. The rule provides one mo-
tion to recommit. The rule further provides for con-
sideration of H.R. 192, to prohibit individuals who 
are not citizens of the United States from voting in 
elections in the District of Columbia, under a closed 
rule. The rule waives all points of order against con-
sideration of the bill. The rule provides that the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability now printed in the bill shall be consid-
ered as adopted and the bill, as amended, shall be 
considered as read. The rule waives all points of 
order against provisions in the bill, as amended. The 
rule provides one hour of general debate equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability or their respective designees. Finally, 
the rule provides one motion to recommit. Testi-
mony was heard from Representatives Hill, Waters, 
Johnson of South Dakota, Biggs, Raskin, and Self. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
MAY 22, 2024 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Energy 

and Water Development, to hold hearings to examine 
proposed budget estimates and justification for fiscal year 
2025 for the Department of Energy, including the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administration, 10 a.m., SD–192. 
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Subcommittee on Legislative Branch, to hold hearings 
to examine proposed budget estimates and justification 
for fiscal year 2025 for the Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate and the United States Capitol Police, 
2:30 p.m., SD–124. 

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces, to hold hearings to examine the Department of 
Energy’s atomic energy defense activities and Department 
of Defense nuclear weapons programs in review of the 
Defense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2025 and 
the Future Years Defense Program, 4:45 p.m., SR–222. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: Sub-
committee on Economic Policy, to hold hearings to ex-
amine protecting consumers’ pocketbooks, focusing on 
lowering food prices and combatting corporate price 
gouging and consolidation, 2:30 p.m., SD–538. 

Committee on the Budget: to hold hearings to examine 
water scarcity in a changing climate, 10:30 a.m., 
SD–608. 

Committee on Environment and Public Works: business 
meeting to consider S. 4359, to amend the National Dam 
Safety Program Act to reauthorize that Act, S. 3564, to 
amend title 40, United States Code, to include Indian 
Tribes among entities that may receive Federal surplus 
real property for certain purposes, S. 3880, to amend the 
Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 to make im-
provements to that Act, S. 4293, to designate the United 
States courthouse annex located at 310 South Main Street 
in London, Kentucky, as the ‘‘Eugene E. Siler, Jr. United 
States Courthouse Annex’’, H.R. 4688, to direct the Ad-
ministrator of General Services to sell the property known 
as the Webster School, and an original bill entitled, 
‘‘Water Resources Development Act of 2024’’; to be im-
mediately followed by a hearing to examine Federal pro-
grams for the circular economy, focusing on state and 
local perspectives on efforts to improve reuse and recy-
cling, 9:45 a.m., SD–406. 

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine the 
Family First Prevention Services Act, focusing on suc-
cesses, roadblocks, and opportunities for improvement, 10 
a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: Sub-
committee on Employment and Workplace Safety, to 
hold hearings to examine new standards and practices in 
mining, focusing on health and safety, 2:30 p.m., 
SD–430. 

Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs: 
to hold hearings to examine restoring Congressional over-
sight over emergency powers, focusing on exploring op-
tions to reform the National Emergencies Act, 10 a.m., 
SD–342. 

Committee on Indian Affairs: to hold an oversight hear-
ing to examine public safety and justice resources in Na-
tive communities, 2:30 p.m., SD–628. 

Committee on the Judiciary: to hold hearings to examine 
the nominations of Michelle Williams Court, Anne 
Hwang, and Cynthia Valenzuela Dixon, each to be a 
United States District Judge for the Central District of 
California, Sarah Netburn, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of New York, and Stacey 

D. Neumann, to be United States District Judge for the 
District of Maine, 10 a.m., SD–226. 

Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship: business 
meeting to consider S. 3772, to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to require that plain writing statements regard-
ing the solicitation of subcontractors be included in cer-
tain subcontracting plans, S. 3971, to amend the Small 
Business Act to require reporting on additional informa-
tion with respect to small business concerns owned and 
controlled by women, qualified HUBZone small business 
concerns, and small business concerns owned and con-
trolled by veterans, S. 4341, to require plain language 
and the inclusion of key words in covered notices that are 
clear, concise, and accessible to small business concerns, 
and an original bill entitled, ‘‘The STEP Modernization 
Act of 2024’’, Time to be announced, S–120, Capitol. 

Select Committee on Intelligence: closed business meeting 
to consider pending intelligence matters, 2:30 p.m., 
SH–219. 

House 
Committee on Appropriations, Subcommittee on Agri-

culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administra-
tion, and Related Agencies, hearing entitled ‘‘Nutritious 
Foods in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP)’’, 10 a.m., 2362–A Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on State, Foreign Operations, and Re-
lated Programs, budget hearing on the Department of 
State, 10 a.m., 2359 Rayburn. 

Committee on Armed Services, Full Committee, markup on 
H.R. 8070, the ‘‘Servicemember Quality of Life Improve-
ment and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2025’’, 10 a.m., 2118 Rayburn. 

Committee on Education and Workforce, Subcommittee on 
Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Big Labor Lies: Exposing Union Tactics to Under-
mine Free and Fair Elections’’, 10:15 a.m., 2175 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Energy and Commerce, Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology, hearing on a Legisla-
tive Proposal to Sunset Section 230 of the Communica-
tions Decency Act, 10 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Health, hearing entitled ‘‘Check Up: 
Examining FDA Regulation of Drugs, Biologics, and De-
vices’’, 10:30 a.m., 2322 Rayburn. 

Subcommittee on Energy, Climate, and Grid Security, 
hearing entitled ‘‘Green Building Policies: Jeopardizing 
the American Dream of Homeownership’’, 2 p.m., 2123 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Financial Services, Subcommittee on Hous-
ing and Insurance, hearing entitled ‘‘PHA Oversight: 
How Scandals and Mismanagement Harm Residents and 
Taxpayers’’, 10 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Full Committee, markup 
on H.R. 8437, to provide for congressional oversight of 
proposed changes to arms sales to Israel; H.R. 8315, to 
amend the Export Control Reform Act of 2018 to pre-
vent foreign adversaries from exploiting United States ar-
tificial intelligence and other enabling technologies, and 
for other purposes; and H. Res. 616, expressing support 
for the people of Afghanistan, condemning the Taliban’s 
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assault on human rights and the specific targeting of 
women, girls, and members of religious and ethnic mi-
norities, and expressing support for any Afghans who as-
sisted in the United States mission in Afghanistan, 10 
a.m., 2172 Rayburn. 

Full Committee, hearing entitled ‘‘The State of Amer-
ican Diplomacy in 2024: Global Instability, Budget Chal-
lenges, and Great Power Competition’’, 2 p.m., 2172 
Rayburn. 

Committee on Homeland Security, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Advancing Innovation (AI): Harnessing Artifi-
cial Intelligence to Defend and Secure the Homeland’’, 10 
a.m., 310 Cannon. 

Committee on the Judiciary, Select Subcommittee on the 
Weaponization of the Federal Government, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Hearing on the Weaponization of the Federal Gov-
ernment’’, 10 a.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Full Committee, markup on H.R. 1398, the ‘‘Protect 
America’s Innovation and Economic Security from CCP 
Act’’; H.R. 7909, the ‘‘Violence Against Women by Ille-
gal Aliens Act’’; and H.R. 8296, the ‘‘GAO Database 
Modernization Act’’, 2 p.m., 2141 Rayburn. 

Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Water, 
Wildlife and Fisheries, hearing on H.R. 7776, the ‘‘Help 
Hoover Dam Act’’; H.R. 7872, the ‘‘Colorado River Sa-
linity Control Fix Act’’; H.R. 7938, the ‘‘Klamath Basin 
Water Agreement Support Act of 2024’’; and H.R. 8263, 
the ‘‘Rural Jobs and Hydropower Expansion Act’’, 10:15 
a.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources, hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Examining the President’s FY 2025 Budget 

Request for the United States Geological Survey and the 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement’’, 
2 p.m., 1324 Longworth. 

Committee on Oversight and Accountability, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of Our Nation’s Larg-
est Employer: Reviewing the U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management, Pt. II’’, 10 a.m., 2154 Rayburn. 

2024, Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pan-
demic, hearing entitled ‘‘A Hearing with the National 
Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases Senior Sci-
entific Advisor, Dr. David Morens’’, 2 p.m., 2154 Ray-
burn. 

Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, Full Com-
mittee, hearing entitled ‘‘Check Up: Examining FDA 
Regulation of Drugs, Biologics, and Devices’’, 10 a.m., 
2318 Rayburn. 

Committee on Small Business, Full Committee, hearing 
entitled ‘‘Burdensome Regulations: Examining the Biden 
Administration’s Failure to Consider Small Businesses’’, 
10 a.m., 2360 Rayburn. 

Committee on Ways and Means, Full Committee, business 
meeting on documents protected under Internal Revenue 
Code section 6103, 10 a.m., 1100 Longworth. 

Joint Meeting 
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies— 

2024: organizational business meeting to designate the 
Chair, designate the 2025 Inaugural site, approve the In-
augural budget, and designate official staff representa-
tives, 11:45 a.m., S–219, Capitol. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Wednesday, May 22 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Angela M. Martinez, of Ari-
zona, to be United States District Judge for the District 
of Arizona, post-cloture, and vote on confirmation thereon 
at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Angela M. 
Martinez, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke clo-
ture on the nomination of Dena M. Coggins, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of California. If cloture is invoked on the nomi-
nation, Senate will vote on confirmation thereon at 3:15 
p.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Dena M. 
Coggins, Senate will vote on the motion to invoke cloture 
on the nomination of Melissa Griffin Dalton, of Virginia, 
to be Under Secretary of the Air Force. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Wednesday, May 22 

House Chamber 

Program for Wednesday: Consideration of H.R. 
4763—Financial Innovation and Technology for the 21st 
Century Act (Subject to a Rule). 
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