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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. MILLER of Illinois).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 16, 2024.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARY E.
MILLER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

HONORING JULIE ZERWIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to recognize
Iowa’s very own Julie Zerwic, recipient
of the American Association of Col-
leges of Nursing’s Advocate of the Year
award.

Julie Zerwic is a committed advocate
for nursing education, currently serv-
ing as a professor and dean at the Uni-
versity of Iowa’s College of Nursing.

Passionately supporting both stu-
dents and faculty, Dean Zerwic empha-
sizes the importance of strong leader-
ship within the nursing profession.

She ardently believes in nurses advo-
cating for their patients, communities,
and the profession itself. As a former
nurse, I can testify to the importance
of the dean conducting herself in these
endeavors.

Under Dean Zerwic’s guidance, the
Bachelor of Science in Nursing pro-
gram at the University of Iowa has
consistently ranked among the top 10
in the Nation by U.S. News and World
Report for three consecutive years:
2022, 2023, and achieving an impressive
number four ranking in 2024.

I ask my colleagues to join me in ex-
pressing appreciation for Dean Zerwic’s
unwavering advocacy and in congratu-
lating her on receiving the Advocate of
the Year award.

ROCKET CHALLENGE

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam
Speaker, today we celebrate the excep-
tional achievement of Maharishi
School students moving on to the
finals in the American Rocketry Chal-
lenge.

Among 5,600 talented students com-
peting, Maharishi’s team has risen to
the top, showcasing unparalleled dedi-
cation and skill.

Their mission is no small feat, cart-
ing a large egg to 820 feet, maintaining
flight for 43 to 46 seconds, and safely
returning, but I am confident in their
design and precision.

The Maharishi students’ rocket jour-
ney has been marked by hours of hard
work, creative problem-solving, and an
unwavering dedication to STEM excel-
lence. Iowa’s aerospace partners stand
behind you, cheering you on.

For those that are interested, there
will be some demonstrations tomorrow
in the Rayburn foyer. Madam Speaker,
they are not just competing for prizes.
They are shaping aerospace innovation.

Once again, congratulations to the
bright minds of the Maharishi School.

Their achievements inspire us all. Best
of luck to them in the national finals.

———————

CELEBRATING POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ESPAILLAT) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Madam Speaker,
today and this week has been Police
Week here in Washington, D.C. We saw
how hundreds of police officers came to
the Nation’s Capital to be recognized
and to be honored for their service
across neighborhoods and cities and
States of this great Nation.

Police officers respond to crises, to a
violent situation, to a family conflict,
and to someone brandishing a weapon.

It is not often that a police officer re-
sponds to a friendly situation. They re-
spond to conflict, so they put their
lives in harm’s way for all of us in
America.

Neighborhoods across the country ex-
pect police officers to show up when
they call upon them to protect them.

This week is the week where we
stand up here in the Nation’s Capitol
and recognize the men and women in
uniform that protect our families, our
neighborhoods, our cities, and our
States.

For us here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, and for me in particular,
I am forever grateful to the heroic offi-
cers who protected the Capitol.

I will forever remember the 140 offi-
cers who were injured and the five who
lost their lives as a result of the attack
on January 6 right in this Chamber.

They didn’t determine whether the
Member was a Republican Member or
whether the Member was a Democrat
Member.

They came to protect our lives, and
in many ways, they also showed up
here confronting a violent, racist mob
to protect democracy, to protect the
House of Representatives, and on the
other side, to protect the Senate.

O This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [1 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H3277



H3278

I take this opportunity, Madam
Speaker, to recognize the officers that
lost their lives: Brian Sicknick, a Cap-
itol Police officer who died from causes
the day after the attack; Howard
Liebengood from the Capitol Police as
well; Jeffrey Smith from the Metro-
politan Police Department; Gunther
Hashida from the Metropolitan Police
Department; and Kyle DeFreytag from
the Metropolitan Police Department.

I am grateful for the brave officers
also that testified in front of the Janu-
ary 6 committee: Officer Michael
Fanone; Officer Harry Dunn; a New
Yorker, Brooklynite, Police Sergeant
Aquilino Gonell; and Officer Daniel
Hodges.

It has been more than a year since
Congress agreed to install a plaque to
honor the officers who defended this
very Capitol during the January 6 at-
tack. I brought a poster of that plaque
that has not yet been installed.

We can talk all the fanfare we want
about how great the police department
is here in the metropolitan D.C. area
and across the country, but we have
failed for over a year to properly recog-
nize the Capitol Police officers and the
local police departments that pro-
tected our very own lives.

We have failed to install the plaque,
and that is why I bring this poster of it
to show the American people that we
want to honor not just all the police of-
ficers across the country but also the
ones that defended this Capitol and
protected us from an angry, violent
mob whose intent was to kill NANCY
PELOSI and whose clear intent was to
assassinate Vice President Pence.

They made no distinction on our po-
litical affiliation here in this Chamber.
They weren’t going to ask us for our
pin or our voting card and whether we
are a Republican or a Democrat. They
will have made no distinction.

Yet, the police officers were here, and
we have failed to properly honor them.

——

UNACCOMPANIED MINOR
CHILDREN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker,
today I rise with grave concerns over
another border record shattered by this
administration.

We know that the border crisis has
national security consequences and
also humanitarian consequences. Just
recently, the Washington Examiner re-
ported that under the Biden adminis-
tration, nearly half a million migrant
children arrived in the United States
without a parent.

The administration’s open-border
policies are incentivizing parents to
send their children on the dangerous
journey to the United States, often-
times putting them in the hands of
ruthless drug cartels and human smug-
glers.

Sadly, due to the lack of oversight
and protection by the Department of
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Health and Human Services, many of
these innocent children end up in sick-
ening situations where they are traf-
ficked, forced to work in unsafe condi-
tions, or even worse.

As an immigrant myself who moved
to the United States as a young boy
and now a father of six, this breaks my
heart.

We must protect these vulnerable
children and treat them with the care
they deserve. There is nothing fair, hu-
mane, or compassionate about this.

These children are sent to the U.S. in
search of opportunity and a better life
but instead end up in harm’s way.

This is yet another terrible con-
sequence of the historic crisis at our
border. The administration’s failure to
enforce the laws puts migrant children
in danger while enriching cartels and
criminal organizations that profit from
their suffering.

This is a tragedy, and it is com-
pletely unacceptable. We have a re-
sponsibility to protect these vulnerable
children while enforcing the law to
stop this behavior.

I will continue working to secure our
southern border and strengthen protec-
tions for unaccompanied migrant chil-
dren.

CONGRATULATING MANDY RHODES

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Mandy
Rhodes on a well-deserved retirement
after 18 years of service to the students
and community at Pusch Ridge Chris-
tian Academy.

During her time, Mandy taught stu-
dents in fourth and eighth grade and
served as the grammar school principal
for 7 years, an outstanding career as an
educator.

As a teacher and principal, Mandy is
known best for how she cared for ev-
eryone around her. Her incredible smile
and positive attitude created a warm
environment, sense of community, and
a culture of excellence at Pusch Ridge
Christian Academy.

She empowered her students to be
the leaders and innovators of tomor-
row, and I know this firsthand because
my own Kkids experienced it.

She has been a force for good for our
students and our community and our
family. Mandy has truly embodied the
mission of Pusch Ridge in her sacrifi-
cial service to others.

I strongly believe that no profession
means more to our future generation
than our educators. Education is the
pillar of the American Dream, and our
teachers are its architects.

I thank Principal Rhodes for all she
has done and all she has given to the
community of Pusch Ridge Christian
Academy. May God continue to bless
her in her new journey.

CONGRATULATING THE SALPOINTE HIGH SCHOOL
GIRLS’ SOFTBALL TEAM

Mr. CISCOMANI. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the
Salpointe High School girls’ softball
team for winning the 4A State cham-
pionship.

On Saturday, May 11, they faced off
against the CDO High School Dorados
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in Hillenbrand Stadium. In an exciting
game, they shut out their opponents
with a score of 11-0 with the Lancers
securing four home runs.

This marks the Lancers’ sixth State
championship in a row since 2018. Their
hard work and perseverance over the
past six seasons has been truly com-
mendable. With this State champion-
ship under their belt, the Lancers end
the season with 31 wins and only 4
losses.

I am proud to represent such dedi-
cated athletes, determined coaches,
and supportive parents. We congratu-
late Coach Tricia Sztan and her tal-
ented team for this well-deserved win
and this amazing title.

——
CONFLICT IN SRI LANKA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. NICKEL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NICKEL. Madam Speaker, May
18 marks 15 years since the end of Sri
Lanka’s almost 30-year armed conflict,
a war that tragically ended hundreds of
thousands of lives. This conflict shat-
tered families and communities, leav-
ing deep scars that are still felt to this
day.

This week, I am introducing a resolu-
tion that commemorates those lost and
aims to protect the Tamil community
from future violence and discrimina-
tion.

My resolution recognizes the geno-
cide in Sri Lanka and affirms of right
of Tamils to self-determination
through a democratic process.

The Tamil people have a long history
of distinct cultural and political iden-
tity on the island now known as Sri
Lanka.
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Historically, they lived in sovereign
Tamil kingdoms that were forcibly
merged under a single administration
in 1833 by the British. This erasure of
autonomy set the stage for decades of
strife, conflict, and suppression, culmi-
nating in war.

My resolution emphasizes the need
for a peaceful and democratic solution
to ongoing tensions in Sri Lanka. It
advocates for an independence ref-
erendum, a process that has been used
successfully to resolve similar conflicts
in other parts of the world. This ap-
proach echoes our commitment to
democratic principles and underscores
our support for human rights globally.

Additionally, my resolution calls on
the United States to strengthen diplo-
matic ties and support the Tamil peo-
ple’s pursuit of justice and self-deter-
mination. It highlights the ongoing
challenges in the region, including the
militarization of Tamil areas, the ap-
propriation of land, and the destruc-
tion of cultural heritage, which con-
tinue to exacerbate the grievances of
the Tamil community.

Today, as we remember the end of a
dark chapter in Sri Lanka’s history, we
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should also look to the future, a future
in which the rights and dignity of all
people are upheld and respected. Let’s
stand together in advocating for a
peaceful, democratic solution that re-
spects the Tamil people’s right to de-
cide their own future.

This resolution is not just symbolic.
It is a crucial step toward healing, jus-
tice, and a lasting peace.

We are seeing recognition and sup-
port grow slowly but surely for this
issue. Thanks to the Tamil commu-
nity’s continued advocacy and partner-
ship, Members of Congress are now dis-
cussing this issue.

We have a caucus called the Ethnic
and Religious Freedom in Sri Lanka
Caucus, specifically to address the Fed-
eral Government’s role in righting this
wrong. We are making real progress,
and I am proud to co-chair this caucus.

We started with advocacy and legis-
lation when I was a State senator in
North Carolina, and now we are con-
tinuing the fight in the United States
Congress by introducing a resolution
that affirms the right of Tamils to pur-
sue an independence referendum.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues in the House to support this
important legislation. It is an oppor-
tunity for us to lead by example, to
champion the values of democracy and
human rights, and to make a meaning-
ful difference in the lives of the Tamil
people.

———

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT
MEMBERS IN SOUTHWEST MICHI-
GAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the men and
women serving as first responders in
our communities across southwest
Michigan.

These brave individuals put on their
uniforms every morning with no guar-
antee that they will make it back
home. We must remember there is no
such thing as a routine traffic stop
these days. The tragic reality is that
our police and law enforcement officers
are being targeted and Kkilled at an
alarming rate.

Yesterday, here at the Capitol and in
Michigan, we honored those who have
fallen in the line of duty while serving
our communities, including Berrien
County Deputy Sheriff Elton C. Stover,
Officer Scot A. Beyerstedt with the
Mattawan Police Department, and,
more recently, Ryan Joseph Proxmire
with the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s
Office.

Over the last several years, increased
support for the defund the police move-
ment and antipolice legislation has led
to a complete lack of appreciation for
the work officers do every day.

I support these men and women serv-
ing our communities, as do the vast
majority of us here in Congress, and I
thank them for their efforts to make
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southwest Michigan a safer place and
an even better place to call home.

PRESIDENT BIDEN’S IMMIGRATION POLICIES

WREAKING HAVOC

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker,
President Biden’s immigration policies
continue to wreak havoc on our bor-
ders.

According to the Department of
Homeland Security, over 9 million in-
dividuals have illegally entered the
United States over the last 3 years.

That alone is unacceptable, but just
this week, it was revealed that there
have been more individuals who have
evaded Border Patrol and illegally
crossed into the United States since
President Biden took office than in the
previous decade combined under Presi-
dents Obama and Trump.

Madam Speaker, it is clear that
President Biden’s open-border policies
are the problem. The Biden administra-
tion must implement the border re-
forms that I voted for and the House
passed, which include restarting con-
struction on the border wall, ending
catch and release, and making sure our
men and women serving on the border
have the manpower and resources they
need to secure our border.

Border security is national security,
and I will continue to fight for border
security and make west Michigan a
safer place.

ABUSES DOCUMENTED AT FDIC

Mr. HUIZENGA. Madam Speaker,
yesterday, in our House Financial
Services Committee, we had a big day.
It was, frankly, a sad and tragic day
because it was a day to explore what
had happened at the FDIC, the Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation.

There was an independent report, the
Cleary Gottlieb report, as it is known,
which had heard from 541 individual
whistleblowers who were outlining the
hostile work environment that exists
at the FDIC. Sexual harassment, racial
discrimination, general temper tan-
trums, and bad behavior abound.

Some say that this has been hap-
pening for a long time. That is true,
but there is one person, one man, who
has been in charge of the FDIC for 10 of
the last 13 years. He is now on his third
tour of becoming the Chair, and these
complaints stretch back to each time
that he has been chairman.

In fact, the other two intervening
chairs, Sheila Bair from President
Obama and Jelena McWilliams from
President Trump, have spent their
time cleaning up the mess that Martin
Gruenberg has created at the FDIC.

The bottom line is, Madam Speaker,
if you created the environment, you
can’t fix the environment, and you are
not the right person for the job. If you
say everyone will be held to a higher
standard from now on, yet will not
hold yourself to that same standard,
you are not the right person for the
job.

Madam Speaker, the time has arrived
for the FDIC Chairman Martin
Gruenberg to resign or be fired.

H3279

HONORING MARLA BRAMBLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, in
recognition of Jewish American Herit-
age Month, I rise today to honor my
constituent, a longtime defendant of
our multicultural, multiracial democ-
racy, Marla Bramble.

Marla has dedicated her entire life to
organizing multicultural, interfaith
coalitions for economic and racial jus-
tice. For the last 10 years, Marla has
been a passionate voice for our Jewish
neighbors, leading the community-or-
ganizing team at the Jewish Council on
Urban Affairs.

Through these efforts, she has helped
achieve significant victories for our
community, city, and State, ending
cash bail in Illinois, protecting afford-
able housing units across the city of
Chicago, expanding Medicaid coverage
for undocumented immigrants, and
making sure that our communities un-
derstand the importance of affordable
housing.

Marla has lived in the beautiful Hum-
boldt Park community for over 20
years. I have had an opportunity to see
her work, how she organizes from a
place of love, from a place of justice,
and from a place of peace.

Marla has devoted herself to men-
toring young Jewish leaders and people
of all backgrounds, like me, dem-
onstrating how, through solidarity, we
can unite across faith communities in
our fight for justice and peace.

On behalf of the Illinois’ Third Con-
gressional District, it is the greatest
honor of my life to commend Marla
Bramble for being a guiding light for
the Jewish community and for all of us
in Illinois-03.

Madam Speaker, I thank and con-
gratulate Marla.

COMMENDING HANA CENTER AND AFIRE

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, in
recognition of Asian American, Native
Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Herit-
age Month, I rise today to commend
two essential Asian-American organi-
zations serving families in I1linois-03.

Albany Park in Illinois-03 is home to
the HANA Center and the Alliance of
Filipinos for Immigrant Rights and
Empowerment, or, as we call it,
AFIRE.

Both organizations are central to
serving families of Korean, Filipino,
and Asian heritage through social serv-
ices, education, culture, and commu-
nity organizing.

By hosting citizenship workshops,
health fairs, and other events to en-
gage the community in culturally com-
petent ways, HANA Center and AFIRE
demonstrate the strength and cultural
richness of the Asian diaspora and the
immigrant community overall.

I am grateful for their presence in I1-
linois-03 and for their work building
the power of Asian-American and im-
migrant communities to organize
around their needs.
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On behalf of Illinois’ Third Congres-
sional District, I am honored to com-
mend the HANA Center and AFIRE for
their unwavering work to uplift our
Asian-American, Native American, and
Pacific Islander families.

Madam Speaker, 1 congratulate
AFIRE and the HANA Center.

HONORING DR. TOM JOBE

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life and the leg-
acy of Dr. Tom Jobe, a trailblazer in
the field of mental health.

As we observe Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, it is fitting to honor the
contributions of a man who expanded
our understanding of psychiatry.

Dr. Jobe’s multidisciplinary ap-
proach challenged established norms.
His innovative research shed light on
alternative treatment approaches that
brought hope, humanity, and possibili-
ties to patients across Illinois and
across the Nation. He provided care for
people, constituents, on the West Side
and South Side of Chicago when very
few others were doing it.

Beyond his professional achieve-
ments, Dr. Jobe’s warmth, empathy,
and generosity touched all who knew
him. His passing was deeply mourned.

He was a brilliant man with interests
that ranged from medicine to philos-
ophy that enriched not only his work
but the lives of all people who ever met
him and surrounded him. His commit-
ment to mental health care for every-
one touched many lives.

He is deeply, deeply missed by his
partner, Anna Weaver, his loved ones,
and the entire community of the State
of Illinois. We know that his legacy
lives on.

Today, let us remember Tom Jobe’s
many contributions as we continue the
vital work of advocating for mental
health awareness, support, and re-
sources.

In his memory, we honor Tom Jobe
today.

————
PREVENTING YOUTH POISONINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. CAREY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CAREY. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to urge Senate action on a bill
that will prevent deadly chemicals
from falling into the hands of our chil-
dren.

Our Youth Poisoning Protection Act
passed the House last night with over-
whelmingly bipartisan support, Demo-
crats and Republicans working to-
gether on what we need to be doing.
This must become law.

It is a parent’s worst nightmare, this
faceless stranger over the internet
teaching your children how to take
their own lives, and your child, in a
moment of wvulnerability, listens to
them.

That is exactly what happened to
Kristine Jonsson, a very vibrant 16-
year-old from Hilliard, Ohio, in my dis-
trict. She was very open with her par-
ents as it related to her mental health
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struggles, but it was behind closed
doors on some ridiculous internet
forum that she found sodium nitrate.

With the coaching of these online
predators, Kristine was able to pur-
chase sodium nitrate through an online
service and actually have it shipped to
her front door without the knowledge
of her parents.

Sodium nitrate is a chemical that is
used in the preservation of meat and
fish, but it is, in fact, a chemical, when
it is highly concentrated, that can be
over 100 times more powerful—one
spoonful—more powerful and deadly
than any chemical.

Thanks to these online forums like
the one that Kristine saw, the number
of suicide deaths using sodium nitrate
is steadily increasing. In recent years,
the share of sodium nitrite usage as a
method of self-poisoning has grown
nine times over.

By passing this bill, what we did
bipartisanly with the Democrats and
the Republicans in the House, we need
to have it passed in the Senate. The
Youth Poisoning Prevention Act would
prevent commercial sales of highly
concentrated sodium nitrite so it can
never fall into the hands of these vul-
nerable youth.
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I want to thank my colleagues, Rep-
resentative TRAHAN of Massachusetts,
as well as my Senator from Ohio, J.D.
VANCE, and TAMMY DUCKWORTH from I1-
linois for partnering in this important
effort.

Again, this is the stuff that we as
Members of Congress need to be doing.
With their support and all of yours we
are one step closer to preventing these
senseless tragedies.

———
HONORING TOMMY COWAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam Speaker, I
rise to honor a great American, a dear
friend of the western New York com-
munity, the city of Buffalo, and my
family, Tommy Cowan.

Tommy passed away unexpectedly
last Monday, May 6, at the age of 44,
leaving an irreplaceable hole in our
hearts. Tommy was a one-of-a-kind
soul, friendly, charitable, hardworking,
caring, with a vivacious personality
and a beaming smile.

His love for life and his community
was constantly on display through his
generosity to others. He always looked
out for the little guy and would lift up
anyone who needed a helping hand.

Buffalo is known as the City of Good
Neighbors, and Tommy served as a
shining example of that.

In 2022, Buffalo was struck by one of
the worst blizzards in our history,
paralyzing the city and costing the
lives of dozens of Buffalonians.

During this terrible storm, Tommy
strapped on his skis, made his way to
one of his restaurants, and got cooking
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for the first responders. Food was de-
livered to firehouses, police stations,
and hospitals, keeping those heroes fed
as they fought desperately to save lives
in the middle of an emergency. He
didn’t have to do that. He put his own
safety at risk for the betterment of
others. For Tommy, that was just
something that you do for the commu-
nity.

His service to the community and
dedication to others earned him rec-
ognition from the Buffalo Police in 2019
when they presented him with the Wil-
liam Rieman Citizen of the Year
Award.

Tommy was a leader in the western
New York community with countless
friends, but to me, he was my neighbor
and part of my family. Growing up
with my younger brother Patrick, he
was like a little brother to me. We
watched each other grow up and our
careers take off, supporting each other
and cheering one another on along the
way.

He thrived in the hospitality indus-
try, opening restaurants across Buf-
falo: Forty Thieves in Elmwood Vil-
lage, Patrick’s Rooftop in downtown
Buffalo, and in our beloved neighbor-
hood of south Buffalo, the legendary
Doc Sullivan’s, home of the famous
Smitty wings.

He personified south Buffalo, and he
proudly invested in our community,
creating jobs and developing spaces
that brought neighbors together over a
pint and a few wings.

It didn’t matter if you were from
south Buffalo, when you walked into
Doc’s, Tommy made you feel like you
were from the neighborhood. He knew
how to create more than a restaurant.
He created an experience. Each place
had its own signature feel, but Tom-
my’s character was woven throughout
it.

Last Friday, there was a standing-
room-only crowd that turned out for
Tommy’s funeral at our Lady of Vic-
tory Basilica, a true testament to a
man who made an impact on countless
people.

My sincere condolences and sym-
pathies go out to his parents, Tom and
Libby Cowan; his siblings, Erin and
Brian McElroy and Kristen and Pat
Lalley; and his nieces, nephews, and ex-
tended family. We are all better for
knowing Tommy Cowan. May he rest
in peace.

————
POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. CASTEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CASTEN. Madam Speaker, it is
Police Week, the week when law en-
forcement officers who keep us safe all
over the country come to Washington
to remind us how important they are
and when Members of Congress intro-
duce resolutions and bills and give
speeches in this Chamber letting them
know how grateful we are for their
service.
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I rise today partly to share in that
gratitude. It is my privilege to rep-
resent the 19th Ward in Chicago where
neighborhoods like Mount Greenwood
and Beverly have long been home to
huge chunks of the Chicago police
force from rank-and-file beat cops to
the Cook County Sheriff himself. I am
also proud last March that I was able
to bring home $372,000 in Federal fund-
ing for police equipment in the village
of Alsip.

I am grateful for all of the service
from our law enforcement officers but
for a bigger reason.

We are a nation of laws, and we only
survive as a nation of laws if those
laws are consistently and predictably
enforced, and it is our brothers and sis-
ters in law enforcement who make sure
that they are.

I do find myself wondering how all
these floor speeches this week look to
them. How do all these pretty speeches
sound to the local police chiefs who
were pleading with us in 2020 to provide
them with funding to shore up lost
State and property tax revenue during
the COVID downturn, who knew that
they couldn’t stay open without it, and
they also know every single Republican
voted against the American Rescue
Plan that kept their officers paid?

How do all these pretty speeches look
to the Capitol Police officers who are
defending us right now? How do they
feel when these speeches come from the
same lips of Members who still refer to
people who assaulted the Capitol Po-
lice as ‘‘political prisoners’ or in one
case as a ‘martyr’’?

How do all these pretty speeches
sound to the FBI officers or local po-
lice who depend on the FBI to coordi-
nate when crimes cross State lines
when they come from the lips of Mem-
bers of Congress who are regularly and
consistently calling to defund the FBI?

How do they sound to ATF officers
who are forced—thanks to dumb laws
led by my Republican colleagues—to
spend hours every day tediously strip-
ping personal identifying information
from gun sales databases, making a
mockery of the claim that it is people
not guns that kill people?

How do all these pretty speeches
sound to the victims of financial fraud
who depend on the NLRB to protect
them from wage theft or the CFPB to
protect them from junk fees or the SEC
to protect them from financial crimes
when the Republican Party is consist-
ently trying to defund all three? After
all, if somebody steals $1,000 from you,
you are out $1,000. That is just as true
if the crook is wearing a burglar’s
black mask or a huckster’s white col-
lar.

On that subject, how do all these
speeches sound to our Nation’s crimi-
nals? You know who they are; they are
the ones who every April misrepresent
their income and assets and commit
tax fraud because they trust that the
Republicans are going to consistently
block funding and resources for the law
enforcement professionals at the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.
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Finally, how do you think all these
speeches sound to E. Jean Carroll’s
rapist, the guy who was subsequently
convicted in court of lying about that
rape and still hasn’t paid the $83 mil-
lion fine imposed by law enforcement
professionals for that lie, much less the
$355 million fine imposed on him for
unrelated financial fraud? He is the
guy who most of you wouldn’t trust
with your retirement savings. He is the
guy who none of you would trust for an
evening alone with your teenage
daughter, but who all of my Republican
colleagues think should be the next
President of the United States.

Oscar Benavides, the former presi-
dent of Peru, famously said: ‘“‘For my
friends everything, for my enemies the
law.” That is not how a country of laws
works but it is how fascism is built. It
is not the way that you ensure that ev-
erybody has equal protection under the
law, nor is it the way to honor the men
and women who dedicate their life to
that principle. I hope that next year on
Police Week that isn’t such a partisan
idea.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to refrain
from engaging in personalities toward
presumptive nominees for the Office of
President.

———
COMMUNITY PROJECTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, my of-
fice is bringing home over $17.1 million
in Federal funding for 15 community
projects throughout the 12th Congres-
sional District this year.

I am so proud to have partnered up
with civic and community leaders
throughout the district to prioritize
the needs of our residents with trans-
formative projects, Madam Speaker,
from home repairs to affordable hous-
ing, to removing lead out of our water,
to helping our seniors with flood recov-
ery resources, to workforce develop-
ment, to neighborhood revitalization,
and also to help decrease pollution in
our neighborhoods because our resi-
dents deserve to breathe clean air.

We got $4 million for Wayne County,
our largest county in the district, and
$3 million to the city of Detroit to fa-
cilitate lead service line replacement.
We all know that our children cannot
learn if they are being poisoned with
lead-contaminated water.

We received over $1.9 million for our
Lathrup Village and the village of Bev-
erly Hills for water main replacement
and reliability, which is so critically
important for their water infrastruc-
ture.

We also got $1 million for our incred-
ible, beautiful neighborhood in Cody
Rouge, as well as Detroit’s Aviation
Sub and Far West neighborhoods. The
Cody Rouge Community Action Alli-
ance is prepared to help hundreds of
seniors and those in need of home re-
pairs.
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We also helped secure $1.1 million,
Madam Speaker, to Alternatives For
Girls to construct the Dr. Maya
Angelou Village to create 45 housing
units that are affordable and perma-
nent support housing for at-risk fami-
lies, mothers with children.

We also were able to secure $1 million
for After the Storm for the Metro De-
troit Flood Recovery Project, again,
helping many of our residents strug-
gling with flooding.

We also were able to obtain $1.5 mil-
lion for the city of Inkster and the city
of Dearborn Heights for their fire sta-
tion, as well as firefighting resources.

We were able to secure half a million
dollars for the city of Dearborn for
their Dearborn Industrial Green Belt-
way to fight pollution. Again, this is
one of our neighborhoods that is facing
some of the worst air pollution
throughout the district.

We secured over $1.2 million for the
city of Livonia for their new Livonia
Civic Park Senior Center. Again, that
is an incredibly important project.

The $17.1 million builds on the tire-
less work we all have done in each of
these previous two budget cycles to in-
vest in our communities with the hard
work and the incredible partnership
and dedication of my team, but espe-
cially our 12th Congressional District
chief of staff because she is not just my
chief of staff, she is my district’s chief
of staff. Larissa Richardson helped over
the last 3 years in partnership with me
to get $52.1 million for community
projects throughout our district.

We are just getting started, Madam
Speaker.

To our families and our communities
throughout the 12th Congressional Dis-
trict, you deserve your fair share of re-
sources. You deserve not just to be able
to survive but also thrive.

REDFORD TOWNSHIP WELLNESS CENTER
GROUNDBREAKING

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I am
thrilled to announce that Redford
Township is getting a new recreation
and wellness center. I would like to

congratulate our incredible Mayor
McRae and the township’s administra-
tion and trustees on the

groundbreaking ceremony for this new
community space in our district. Our
team was able to provide $2 million in
Federal funding for the community
project there.

The event marks a significant mile-
stone for our community, as it will be
the first new building focused on recre-
ation and wellness in the township in
over 50 years.

The center provides space for resi-
dents to engage in health and wellness
activities, strengthening our commu-
nity bonds, promoting healthy life-
styles, and many, many more different
programs, again, to create a space for
our families and our community.

I congratulate Redford Township.
They deserve this space, and I am so
excited to have been a part of this posi-
tive impact and again look forward to
seeing the completion.
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NAKBA

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, as the
only Palestinian American serving in
Congress, I am a reminder to many of
my colleagues in this Chamber that
Palestinians do indeed exist, we are
human beings, that we deserve to live,
that we have dreams of freedom and
human dignity.

I read this quote: ‘“When you tell a
people to forget its past, you are not
proposing peace, you are proposing ex-
tinction.” This is from Peter Beinart.

As we mark 76 years of the Nakba, we
honor the thousands of Palestinians
who were ethnically cleansed in 1948
and nearly 800,000 Palestinians who
were violently and forcibly displaced,
many, Madam Speaker, still carrying
their keys in hopes of one day return-
ing to their homes, to their villages.

We honor their trauma and the pain-
ful loss of their connections to their
families, land, olive groves, and vil-
lages they grew up in.

We honor all those around the world
who have suffered from the impacts of
settler colonialism, ethnic cleansing,
and apartheid. Madam Speaker, the
Nakba did not end in 1948.

———
O 1045

CELEBRATING LIRA ELECTRIC
DURING SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nevada (Mr. HORSFORD) for 56 minutes.

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to celebrate Lira Electric, a
small business from my district which
was recently honored as an SBA Minor-
ity-Owned Small Business of the Year
during Small Business Week.

Lira Electric started with just two
employees in 2017, Robert Lira and his
wife, and they have since grown to a
team of 34, serving clients like the De-
partment of Defense, MGM Resorts,
and NV Energy.

Their journey shows the important
role that small businesses play in our
economic growth. The success that
they have achieved highlights the im-
portance of initiatives like the Small
Business Administration’s funding pro-
grams which empower minority-owned
businesses to thrive and contribute sig-
nificantly to our economy.

I congratulate Robert Lira and the
entire team at Lira Electric for this
well-deserved recognition. Their hard
work inspires us all. I am proud to rep-
resent communities with businesses
like theirs.

HONORING THE LIFE OF NAOMI DELORES
JACKSON GOYNES

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to honor the life of Naomi Delores
Jackson Goynes, who recently passed
away after a life as a beloved educator
in North Las Vegas.

She was born in Memphis in 1933 and
pursued her passion for education at
the University of Arkansas-Pine Bluff,
Northern Arizona University, and
UNLV. In 1964, she and her husband,
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Theron, moved to Las Vegas, where she
worked for 36 years in the Clark Coun-
ty School District before retiring as an
assistant principal.

For their collective contributions to
our local educational landscape, they
were honored as the namesakes of the
Theron H. and Naomi D. Goynes STEM
Academy in North Las Vegas.

Mrs. Jackson Goynes’ strength, per-
severance, and commitment to edu-
cation will be remembered by her loved
ones and everyone who knew her. I ex-
tend my condolences to her husband,
Theron Goynes; her daughter, North
Las Vegas Mayor Pamela Goynes-
Brown; and all of her loved ones during
this difficult time.

RECOGNIZING JOE LOUIS, GREAT HEAVYWEIGHT
BOXER

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
rise to recognize one of the greatest
heavyweight boxers in history, Joe
Louis. Tomorrow he is being recognized
in Nevada in a tribute to celebrate
both his professional and personal con-
tributions to our communities.

Louis was one of the first Black men
to be elevated to national hero status
after he broke many racial barriers and
advocated for civil rights. Known as
the Brown Bomber, he held the heavy-
weight title for almost 12 years, de-
fending it a record 25 times, and de-
spite a 4-year hiatus from boxing to
serve during World War II.

In addition to his boxing career,
Louis was instrumental in breaking
the color barrier in the PGA and paved
the way for the first generation of
Black professional golfers.

His legacy left an enduring impact on
sports and civil rights, helping inspire
future generations to fight for justice.
I am proud to honor his memory and
celebrate his lasting influence.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. HORSFORD. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to recognize National Police
Week. I am proud of the work we are
doing here in Congress to make sure we
give law enforcement the tools they
need through the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act and through the ap-
propriations process.

Through the Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act, we are making our com-
munities safer, reducing crime, saving
lives, and breaking the cycle of vio-
lence.

This law has already made improve-
ments in our school safety and mental
health resources, and it has reduced
the number of guns on the streets and
cracked down on illegal gun traf-
ficking.

Improvements include historic in-
vestments in students’ mental health
for States and school districts, includ-
ing $1 billion to hire and train more
than 14,000 school mental health pro-
fessionals. More than 750 prohibited in-
dividuals were denied firearms under
BSCA’s enhanced background checks
for gun purchasers under 21 years old.
More than 430 gun traffickers have
been charged under BSCA’s expanded
Federal enforcement efforts to crack
down on gun trafficking.
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Through community funding
projects, Democrats putting people
over politics have delivered more di-
rect funding to our local law enforce-
ment than our colleagues on the other
side of the aisle.

Third Way just released a report this
week highlighting that House and Sen-
ate Democrats, through our commu-
nity project funding, have secured
nearly $400 million this year to fund
public safety projects in our districts
and States. This is compared to Repub-
licans who secured around $272 million.

I am proud to have delivered $4.4 mil-
lion to law enforcement programs in
Nevada’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict, including to North Las Vegas,
the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police De-
partment, the Las Vegas Metropolitan
Police Department’s emergency com-
mand vehicle, the Judicial District
Court’s special advocate program, and
$1.6 million to North Las Vegas Public
Safety enhancement. These are true in-
vestments to public safety that save
lives.

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICERS OF NEW MEXICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from New  Mexico (Mr.
VASQUEZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the courageous law en-
forcement officers of New Mexico who
have made the ultimate sacrifices for
their communities.

Our law enforcement officers are
brave public servants who put their
lives on the line every day to serve the
people of New Mexico. Through their
bravery, they make our communities
safer and serve as models of justice,
strength, and integrity.

This National Police Week, I want to
recognize and honor the New Mexico
officers who have lost their lives in the
line of duty just this year: Curry Coun-
ty Sheriff Michael Reeves, Alamogordo
Police Department Officer Anthony
Ferguson, Alamogordo Police Depart-
ment Patrolman James Sides, New
Mexico State Patrolman Justin Hare,
and Las Cruces Police Department Pa-
trol Officer Jonah Hernandez.

As we reflect on the bravery and
service of these officers, I would like to
recognize the loved ones they left be-
hind: their families, friends, and col-
leagues. Just as we won’t forget the
sacrifices made by these officers, we
will not forget the loss that so many
feel in their absence.

To their families who grieve their
loss today: We owe you our immense
support and gratitude.

Choosing a career in law enforcement
is not an easy choice. In fact, it comes
with unimaginable risks and challenges
that the majority of the American pub-
lic will never have to face. They are
our peacekeepers, our first responders,
and the protectors of civil society.

There is still more that we can do to
support our police officers, their men-
tal health, their physical health, and
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their well-being, as well as that of
their families. I will continue to sup-
port measures in Congress to ensure
every officer has the tools and stability
that they need to serve our commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to do
the same.

On behalf of all New Mexicans, I
thank our fallen officers, again, for
their service and sacrifice.

HONORING THE RULE OF LAW

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, part of
the reason why folks look to the
United States as a beacon of democ-
racy and justice is because we honor,
respect, and follow the rule of law.

Assault in this Nation is never ac-
ceptable, no matter the perpetrator or
the cause, never. When it comes to our
police officers and first responders,
that is especially important.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle have introduced a bill meant
to address this issue and specifically
target immigrants in this country,
and, unfortunately, they could not help
themselves but to introduce inflam-
matory and anti-immigrant language
that distorts what we could accomplish
if we were actually willing to work to-
gether to find real solutions to our Na-
tion’s broken immigration system.
That is why I introduced amendments
to ensure what we can all agree on: due
process, justice, and the rule of law to
which we are all entitled to in this
country.

Let me be clear: If anyone is con-
victed of an offense involving assault
of a law enforcement officer, then they
should be held accountable. However,
that is not the case in the bill that Re-
publicans have proposed.

I remain committed to finding solu-
tions based in truth and justice that
address public safety concerns with
legislators on both sides of the aisle
that also support law enforcement and
their families.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF THE SANTA
FE INTERNATIONAL LITERARY
FESTIVAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Mexico (Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
Santa Fe International Literary Fes-
tival. Humans have painted stories on
cavern walls, etched them into clay
tablets, and recounted them around the
dinner table. Puebloans in New Mexico
celebrate their storytellers in beautiful
sculptures.

The invention of the printing press in
1440 allowed readers across the world to
access literature and begin to under-
stand cultures and lives different from
their own.

Sadly, some fearful politicians want
to limit our curiosity and knowledge.
They are now banning books.

In contrast, the Santa Fe Inter-
national Literary Festival brings to-
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gether the best literary minds from
across the world to move us forward.
Every participating author is excep-
tional and has included powerful au-
thors whose award-winning books have
been banned, like N. Scott Momaday,
Margaret Atwood, and Julia Alvarez.

At the festival, writers will take us
around the world and back through his-
tory, like Doug Preston, Hampton
Sides, and Diana Gabaldon, who will
share their vision and their craft.

Memorialists like Javier Zamora will
take us on a 9-year-old’s perilous jour-
ney of migration to the United States,
hopefully increasing our empathy
along the way.

I congratulate to the festival on an-
other year of spreading the joy of sto-
ries. Felicidades to the authors.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, this National Police Week, I
rise to give thanks to the officers who
keep us safe every day everywhere. Po-
lice have families who love them and
miss them when long hours keep them
on the road and on duty. My gratitude
extends to their families, as well.

My gratitude must include getting
them the Federal resources to do their
job to solve crimes and to keep us safe.
My community projects have funded
mobile command units in rural coun-
ties, virtual training gear so they are
prepared before they face the worst,
and squad cars to get them to where
they need to go.

In my district, we have many small
rural police forces who are grateful for
the FBI help with forensics and Federal
COPS and Byrne JAG grants, which
help their police officers do their jobs.

Federal law enforcement investigates
and prevents crime in Indian Country.

Sadly, Republican bills and proposals
seek to cut these important Federal
funds and defund the FBI. This year
alone, Democrats have sent almost
double the amount of funding than Re-
publicans to local law enforcement.

I will fight to keep these Federal
funds flowing so my rural and Tribal
police forces have access to these im-
portant Federal grants and to an FBI
that can be their partner when the
worst happens.

RECOGNIZING NEW MEXICO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE JIM TRUJILLO

Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
loss of one of New Mexico’s most ac-
complished and best-loved public serv-
ants, former New Mexico State Rep-
resentative Jim Trujillo. He dem-
onstrated what it means to answer the
call to public service and that public
service is an act of love.

I am grateful for the love Represent-
ative Trujillo gave to the people of his
district and our State.

His legacy now lives on in countless
lives he touched in our beautiful State
through both his important career as a
financial professional and his broad
public service in the New Mexico
Human Services Department, 6 years in
the New Mexico National Guard, and
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his outstanding 17 years in the New
Mexico legislature.

I met with Representative Trujillo
numerous times when I was working on
voting rights and Tribal intergovern-
mental matters. He always listened
with deep attention and gave clear di-
rection and support.

He was a man of his word. His tireless
dedication to the people of New Mexico
proved how much we can accomplish
when we work together for our beloved
communities.

I carry his inspiration with me as I
continue my own service in the beau-
tifully diverse Third District of New
Mexico.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my deepest con-
dolences to his wife, Virginia, their
children, and the entire extended Tru-
jillo family.

———
O 1100

COMMEMORATING ANNIVERSARY
OF BROWN V. BOARD OF EDU-
CATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of
Brown v. Board of Education, the Su-
preme Court’s decision to desegregate
public schools.

Despite this landmark case and the
integration that followed, segregation
in schools has increased by more than
60 percent over the last few decades,
driven by so-called school choice and
Federal courts rolling back desegrega-
tion commitments.

Every student should have the oppor-
tunity to get a quality education. Fed-
eral, State, and local leaders must
work hand-in-hand to reverse the
harmful policies, including the housing
costs that have contributed to this new
wave of segregation.

In Orange County, which I represent,
students challenged school segregation
in one of the first cases of its kind,
Mendez v. Westminster, which inte-
grated California schools and laid
much of the groundwork for Brown v.
Board of Education.

Mr. Speaker, as we mark the 70th an-
niversary of Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation, I hope my colleagues will join
me in recommitting to fighting seg-
regation.

THANKING MILITARY SPOUSES

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
extend my sincere gratitude to our Na-
tion’s military spouses.

We recently celebrated National
Military Spouse Appreciation Day, a
reminder to reflect on how military
families support our servicemembers
and our country through their selfless
dedication.

The Biden administration recently
came to an agreement with the Depart-
ment of Defense and State Department
to strengthen the Federal Domestic
Employees Teleworking Overseas pro-
gram for military spouses working for
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the Federal Government. This agree-
ment will help military spouses keep
their jobs and advance their careers
while their partners are stationed over-
seas.

Yesterday, I joined my Oversight
Committee colleagues to build on this
success and advance a bill that would
codify these protections into law.

Our military is stronger and more ca-
pable when military spouses can build
their careers because families choose
to reenlist. I applaud their service and
selfless dedication to our country.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JEFFREY JACKSON

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
commemorate the passing of the past
president of the Orange County Real-
tors, Jeffrey Jackson.

Jeff’s presidency came at a tumul-
tuous time for real estate, with
changes to commission structures, his-
torically low inventory, and high inter-
est rates. Those challenges didn’t in-
hibit his willingness to serve. As his as-
sociation stated, he willingly embraced
the opportunity.

Jeff was a passionate advocate, and
the struggles of his clients to find
housing drove him to fight for housing
for all. He fulfilled all of his roles, in-
cluding at the State and national asso-
ciations, until the final weeks of his
battle with cancer.

Jeff had four loves: his Hoosiers; his
dog, Niles; jazz; and housing. He moved
to California in 2010 and, in 2014, began
his 10-year real estate career.

Jeff was loved by many, including
me, and he will be dearly missed.
PAUSING EXPANSION OF LNG EXPORT CAPACITY

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, Big Oil
has long exploited and profited from
our dependence on fossil fuels.

I rise today proud that our President
is finally standing up to Big Oil and
putting people over polluters. I applaud
President Biden’s decision to pause the
expansion of America’s liquid natural
gas export capacity.

For too long, the United States has
rapidly approved LNG terminals with-
out verifying economic benefits and
making sure that Big Oil companies
are accountable to clean up their
messes.

The United States is already the top
exporter of LNG, and future projects
are not expected to go online for sev-
eral years, handcuffing future genera-
tions with the harms of pollution.

We need rigorous oversight of LNG
exports to protect families, commu-
nities, the environment, and our na-
tional security.

The Biden administration’s an-
nouncement is an incredible first step
to making sure the American people,
not just Big 0Oil companies, actually
benefit from changes to our energy
policies.

——
TALLMADGE BLUE DEVILS
WHEELCHAIR BASKETBALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. SYKES) for 5 minutes.
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Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize the Tallmadge Blue
Devils coed wheelchair basketball team
as Ohio’s 13th District Champions of
the Week.

The Wheelchair Blue Devils recently
won the Ohio Interscholastic Wheel-
chair Basketball State Championship
title, defeating the previously un-
beaten and top-ranked Austintown Fal-
cons.

During this championship game,
freshman Ta’Shaun Meyers scored 16
points to help lead the Wheelchair Blue
Devils to a well-deserved victory. The
win capped off an impressive 15-2 sea-
son for the Wheelchair Blue Devils.

In addition to the hard work and de-
termination of these outstanding stu-
dent athletes, I also recognize Head
Coach Monica Currey and Assistant
Coach Greg Michalec for guiding and
supporting the team throughout this
impressive season.

In all, the success of the Blue Devils
wheelchair basketball team, both on
and off the court, has made our com-
munity very proud, and I am confident
that the team will continue their domi-
nance next season.

Once again, I congratulate the Blue
Devils wheelchair basketball team for
their incredible season and for being
named Champions of the Week.

CONGRATULATING LULU EMANUELE

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize Lulu Emanuele as last
week’s 13th Congressional District of
Ohio Champion of the Week.

Lulu is a sophomore from Firestone
Community Learning Center in AKron,
and she is my district’s first-place win-
ner for this year’s Congressional Art
Competition.

I had the opportunity to view Lulu’s
winning piece at the community art
show hosted at the Summit Artspace in
AKkron, and I can truly say that her
piece titled ‘‘Neon Dreams’ is capti-
vating. As you can see, Lulu uses bold,
dramatic neon colors that immediately
catch your eye and show off her im-
pressive technical expertise.

As the winner of our district’s Con-
gressional Art Competition, her work
will proudly be displayed on the walls
of the United States Capitol, where
visitors from across the country and
the world can see our community’s ar-
tistic talent and creative abilities.

I personally can’t wait to see her
piece each time we walk past the Con-
gressional Art Competition on our way
to the House floor.

In addition to recognizing Lulu’s ex-
ceptional artistic talent, I also thank
her teachers and her family for sup-
porting her in her endeavors.

I also recognize all the students who
participated in the Congressional Art
Competition because they all made
this year’s art challenge especially fan-
tastic, and we are very proud of them,
as well.

Again, I congratulate Lulu on being
the winner of Ohio’s 13th District Art
Competition and the Champion of the
Week.
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SUPPORTING LAW ENFORCEMENT DURING
NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, this is Na-
tional Police Week, and I rise to recog-
nize the courage and dedication of po-
lice officers in Ohio’s 13th Congres-
sional District and honor those who
have lost their lives while serving our
communities.

Being a police officer is already a
tough and dangerous job. However, in
recent years, staff shortages have made
this job even more difficult. As I have
talked to law enforcement agencies
across Ohio’s 13th District, the number
one thing I continue to hear is that
they are having a hard time Kkeeping
and retaining officers.

Our police officers are constantly
overworked, overburdened, and tired,
and this constant strain on law en-
forcement agencies simply does not
create an environment where police of-
ficers can perform to the best of their
abilities to keep our communities safe.

That is why I joined several members
of the Ohio delegation to introduce the
Enhancing COPS Hiring Program
Grants for Local Law Enforcement
Act. This bipartisan, commonsense
piece of legislation would expand the
current COPS Hiring Program to allow
local law enforcement agencies to uti-
lize these grants for recruitment and
retention bonuses and also modify the
program to reduce costs and adminis-
trative burdens associated with the an-
nual applications.

Giving law enforcement agencies the
resources they need to provide recruit-
ment and retention bonuses will ensure
these departments can hire the best
and most qualified and responsible offi-
cers to protect our communities.

In all, this bipartisan legislation will
simultaneously improve our safety and
the safety of our communities and in-
crease the trust between police officers
and the people they have sworn to pro-
tect and serve.

When I came to Congress, I promised
I would put the people of Ohio’s 13th
Congressional District first, and that is
exactly what I have continued to do. I
will keep working with anyone from
anywhere on real solutions, just like
my enhancing COPS grant legislation
that will provide our law enforcement
with the resources they need to keep
our communities safe.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 9 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. LAMALFA) at noon.
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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Gird us up, O God, for whatever lies
ahead of us this day. Equip us for the
work You would have us do in the situ-
ations we will face.

Do not let us take this preparation
lightly, for the battles we fight are
more than policies and politics. We do
not wrestle just against contrary
human opinions and opposing ambi-
tions, but ours is a fight to preserve
mutual understanding and respect in a
world shrouded in the darkness of prej-
udice and gripped with hatred.

On each one here, You have placed a
mantle of leadership for the living of
these days, leadership which calls us to
recover our moral bearings and uphold
Your righteousness. May we each live
up to the responsibilities with which
You have entrusted us, responsibilities
that compel us to choose what is faith-
ful over what is expedient.

Then open our eyes to see the heav-
enly host that defends all that we aim
to accomplish when we do so in accord-
ance with Your will.

In the strength of Your name, we
pray.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from TUtah (Mr. CURTIS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CURTIS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. CURTIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Police
Week.

For me, Police Week started sol-
emnly. On Monday, I attended the fu-
neral of Santaquin Police Officer Bill
Hooser. Sergeant Hooser is a hero,
killed in the line of duty by a felon
with a 20-year criminal history who
had no right to be on Utah’s roads.

At the funeral service, the Santaquin
police chief said Hooser was the best
field training officer he had ever seen.
His work and dedication to other offi-
cers on the force undoubtedly have
kept many safe.
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This Police Week, I also remember
Master Officer Joseph Shinners of the
Provo Police Department, who I
worked alongside during my time as
mayor. He was tragically killed in the
line of duty in 2019.

I would like the family to know I
still keep his picture on my desk in
Provo in remembrance of his sacrifice
and contribution. The Provo police
chief described Shinners as one of his
all-star officers.

These men, and all of our officers
killed in the line of duty, are heroes
who gave their ultimate sacrifice to
keep our communities and our families
safe.

We owe our deepest gratitude to po-
lice officers and their families who
wonder every morning if that will be
the last time they see them.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF JIMMY
JOHNSON

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
with great pride to honor the life of
Jimmy Johnson, one of the greatest
cornerbacks in NFL history.

A product of Kingsburg High School
in my California district, Jimmy was a
gifted athlete and rose quickly through
the ranks. He was also a good student
and graduated from UCLA. He played
16 seasons with the San Francisco 49ers
and was a member of the NFL’s All-
Decade Team in the 1970s.

He was known as the ‘‘Lonesome Cor-
nerback’ because his opponents rarely
threw to his side of the field. Ask Bart
Starr or Johnny Unitas. He was clearly
a class act, a leader, and always re-
spected by his teammates, yet he still
intercepted those 47 passes and re-
turned them for 615 yards.

In 1994, he was enshrined in the Na-
tional Pro Football Hall of Fame with
his brother as his presenter, the de-
cathlon champion Rafer Johnson.

What a class act. What a team. For
the 49er family and its fans, we mourn
the loss of Jimmy Johnson, but his leg-
acy will continue for the next genera-
tion of athletes and fans.

Jimmy Johnson was a class act.

HEAD START GIVES CHILDREN A
CHANCE TO SUCCEED

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, since its inception 56
years ago, Head Start has improved the
lives of more than 32 million children
and their families.

Proudly, we continue to raise aware-
ness about Head Start and the benefits
it brings to America’s children. Head
Start gives every child, regardless of
circumstances at birth, a chance to
succeed in school and in life.
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The Head Start model, developed
over the decades, has been built on evi-
dence-based practices and is constantly
evolving, using the best available
science and teaching techniques to
meet the needs of local communities.

Head Start focuses on the whole child
and the whole family. Head Start and
Early Start programs are in small
towns and big cities alike. It brings to-
gether parents, teachers, volunteers,
and community leaders to create a
quality program that truly gives lower
income children a head start in life.

Madam Speaker, I applaud Head
Start programs in the 15th Congres-
sional District of Pennsylvania and
throughout the Nation for helping so
many Americans from all walks of life
have a fair start in life.

———

HONORING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. HARDER of California asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HARDER of California. Madam
Speaker, today, I rise to honor Na-
tional Police Week and recognize our
dedicated law enforcement officers in
San Joaquin County. On behalf of all
our families, I thank them.

I also want to take this opportunity
to bring attention to and honor a vital
part of our law enforcement depart-
ments: our canine officers and their
dogs. Canine teams go into some of the
most dangerous situations, and their
work quite simply saves lives. My com-
munity has seen this bravery firsthand.

On February 19, 2023, after 6 years of
service, we sadly lost Duke, a police ca-
nine for the San Joaquin County Sher-
iff’s Department. While apprehending
an armed and dangerous suspect, Duke
was Kkilled in the line of duty. Duke’s
actions likely saved the life of one of
our sheriff’s deputies.

This past weekend, Duke was remem-
bered alongside 25 other police canines
that gave their lives in the line of duty
last year, a worthy ceremony for a
brave pup.

I thank all of our canine trainers and
officers for the hard work they do.
Families in San Joaquin County and
across the country are safer because of
their dedication. We are eternally

grateful.
——
CALIFORNIA’S AGRICULTURAL
SECTOR

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker,
California’s agricultural sector is a
powerhouse, contributing over $50 bil-
lion to our economy and all these
amazing food products for U.S. con-
sumers.

Since we produce so many of these
fruits and vegetables at 90-plus per-
cent, it is a key element. Our Nation’s
consumer base really depends on a
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strong farm bill for the products that
come from California and all over the
country.

In a week, the House Agriculture
Committee will hold a vote on this
year’s farm bill. I can say from per-
sonal experience that the committee
has spent countless hours going around
the country listening to people and
taking into account all the things it
takes to make our domestic food sup-
ply strong.

It aligns our farm safety net with the
needs of producers as well as folks in
need, and an incentive for conservation
and market access are all elements of
that.

I also have the privilege of chairing
the Subcommittee on Forestry. We are
focused on making our forests safer
from devastating fire, which we have
experienced in northern California
with the loss of many lives, as has my
dear friend, Representative TOKUDA,
with Lahaina in Hawaii.

We have to do much better on mak-
ing our communities and our lands fire
safe to prevent unnecessary loss of life
and unnecessary damage. The farm bill
is going to be a big element in going
forward and improving upon that situa-
tion. I look forward to a positive vote
and success next week.

CELEBRATING EAST BAY RE-
GIONAL PARK DISTRICT’S 90TH
ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. DESAULNIER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DESAULNIER. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize and welcome
the leadership of the East Bay Park
District to this Chamber and to cele-
brate its 90th anniversary.

The park district has grown to en-
compass 73 regional parks, spanning
126,000 acres of parklands and over 1,300
miles of trails across the East Bay of
the San Francisco Bay Area.

Even in its creation during the Great
Depression, residents recognized the
importance of what the park district
would provide. A ballot measure to es-
tablish the park district and subse-
quent tax for land preservation re-
ceived an overwhelming 71 percent of
the vote in 1934. The park district’s
commitment to providing positive ex-
periences in nature is truly inspiring.

I am very proud and grateful that the
constituents that I represent can ben-
efit from the largest regional park dis-
trict in the United States.

Please join me in congratulating and
celebrating the East Bay Park District
for nine decades of commitment to pre-
serving open space, providing safe and
welcoming parks, and enhancing the
quality of life across the San Francisco
Bay Area and the East Bay, in par-
ticular.
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CELEBRATING MEN AND WOMEN
IN BLUE

(Ms. DE LA CRUZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. DE LA CRUZ. Madam Speaker,
this is Police Week, when we celebrate
and honor the men and women in blue
who put their lives on the line every
day to keep our communities and fami-
lies safe.

I am reminded of the bravery of Ser-
geant Adrian Alejandro. While serving
in south Texas, Sergeant Alejandro, a
6-year veteran of the Mission Police
Department, encountered an individual
on foot. While conducting an interview,
the individual pulled out a gun and
shot him once in the torso. Sergeant
Alejandro was able to return fire,
striking the suspect twice.

By the grace of God and his training,
Sergeant Alejandro survived this inci-
dent, and I pray for his continued re-
covery.

I am proud to stand with our police
officers across the Rio Grande Valley
and the entire district, who come out
day after day to protect our commu-
nities.

——
0 1215
WILDFIRE AWARENESS MONTH

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TOKUDA. Madam Speaker, every
May is Wildfire Awareness Month in
Hawaii and across the United States,
but this year in the wake of last Au-
gust’s wildfires, fire prevention and
preparedness are very personal and ur-
gent for my constituents.

The National Interagency Fire Cen-
ter predicts above average, significant
potential for wildfires across Hawaii,
especially in leeward communities. We
must prepare for a drier and hotter
summer ahead, and in just a few weeks,
the Pacific hurricane season will begin,
increasing the potential for gusty
winds and dangerous climate condi-
tions.

While we cannot predict every situa-
tion, we know a vast majority of
wildfires are human caused, which
means we each play a critical role in
preventing fires from starting in the
first place.

Local, State, and Federal agencies
must also work closely with our com-
munities to implement prevention and
mitigation measures, prepare and en-
hance emergency preparedness and
evacuation plans, and establish better
methods to monitor and respond to
fires.

This is essential work and planning
that must be done now. Sadly, as Rep-
resentative LAMALFA and I know all
too well, the Maui and Paradise fires
have shown us just how deadly and de-
structive these fires can be. Now it is
up to all of us to make sure it doesn’t
happen again.
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POLICE WEEK

(Mr. FLOOD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to salute America’s peace offi-
cers during Police Week.

Every day, the men and women in
blue keep our communities safe. Even
as respect for police has waned in some
quarters, I am proud to report that Ne-
braska has doubled down on our sup-
port for law enforcement.

In fact, Nebraska is the best place in
the Nation to serve as a peace officer,
and we are making it even better.

Before I came to Congress, I was the
proud cosponsor of the Law Enforce-
ment Attraction and Retention Act in
the Nebraska legislature 2 years ago.
This bill provided a variety of cash in-
centives for officers to help agencies
retain and recruit their workforce.

Last year, the legislature passed, and
we became the first State in the Nation
to provide free college tuition to police
officers and firefighters and their im-
mediate families.

Working in Nebraska just makes
sense if you are a law enforcement offi-
cer. These are just two examples of
how we are leading the Nation in re-
cruiting and retaining the best peace
officers in the Nation.

————
NATIONAL DAY OF LIGHT

(Mr. MORELLE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MORELLE. Madam Speaker, I
rise to highlight my resolution recog-
nizing today, May 16, as the National
Day of Light.

Madam Speaker, 64 years ago Theo-
dore Maiman, an American physicist,
invented the first light amplification
by stimulated emission of radiation, or
LASER.

Since then, light-based technologies
have grown to play a critical role in in-
novation. My community of Rochester,
New York, is the proud home of one of
the largest optics and photonics clus-
ters in the Nation, companies employ-
ing thousands of individuals.

As co-chair of the Congressional Op-
tics and Photonics Caucus, I am work-
ing to make certain that America cap-
italizes on the potential of light-based
technologies, from photonic integrated
circuits to quantum computing and
communications which strengthens our
economy and our national security.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
supporting these important efforts.

Madam Speaker, I thank you for al-
lowing me to shed some light on this
under-illuminated celebration.

——————

RECOGNIZING JOEL KRETZ

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker,
today I rise to recognize a newly re-
tired public servant and good friend of
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mine from the State of Washington,
representative Joel Kretz.

Since 2005, Joel has been dutifully
serving the people of Washington’s 7th
legislative district. As the largest and
most rural district in the State, his
dedication may be exemplified in just
how long his commute is, over 600
miles round trip between Olympia and
his ranch in central Washington.

He has been a champion of respon-
sible land management, a crucial advo-
cate in the fight for wildfire manage-
ment, and a true defender of the west-
ern way of life.

His legislative accomplishments,
though many, are not the most inter-
esting thing about Joel. He is a true
cowboy, world-class horse breeder, and
the embodiment of what it means to be
from rural America. Did I say that he
is also a great friend of mine.

Now it is time for Joel to hang up his
coat and tie, put on his cowboy hat and
kerchief, and focus on the long honey-
do list of his wife, Luska, that she has
waiting for him.

I am delighted about Joel’s retire-
ment. He has more than earned it.

———

ISRAEL SECURITY ASSISTANCE
SUPPORT ACT

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 1227, I call
up the bill (H.R. 8369) to provide for the
expeditious delivery of defense articles
and defense services for Israel and
other matters, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
HINSON). Pursuant to House Resolution
1227, the bill is considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 8369

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Israel Secu-
rity Assistance Support Act”’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorists
launched a massive, unprovoked war on
Israel, killing over 1,200 innocent people and
taking over 240 hostages, including American
citizens.

(2) Since October 7, Israel has faced at-
tacks by Iran and its proxies including
Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis, which
have required significant military responses.

(3) Under the terms of a 2016 Memorandum
of Understanding, the United States provides
Israel with $3.8 billion per year in security
assistance and missile defense funding from
fiscal years 2019 through 2028, which is sub-
ject to the approval of Congress.

(4) Thus far in fiscal year 2024, Congress
has enacted regular and supplemental legis-
lation appropriating $12.5 billion in security
assistance and missile defense for Israel
without any additional conditions.

(5) Congress plays a vital role in oversight
and approval of direct commercial sales and
foreign military sales to security partners
around the world, including Israel.

(6) In May 2024, it was reported that Presi-
dent Biden ordered a pause on certain de-
fense articles ready for imminent delivery to
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Israel, without having consulted with Con-
gress.

(7) On May 8, 2024, President Biden stated
regarding Israel, ‘“We’re not going to supply
the weapons and artillery shells’.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

Congress—

(1) condemns the Biden Administration’s
decision to pause certain arms transfers to
Israel as Israel faces unprecedented threats
from Iran and its proxies, including
Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis;

(2) calls on the Biden Administration to
allow all previously approved arms transfers
to Israel to proceed quickly to ensure that
Israel can defend itself and defeat threats
from Iran and its proxies, including
Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Houthis;

(3) calls on the Biden Administration to
utilize all congressionally appropriated
funds for security assistance for Israel as
Congress intended;

(4) stands with Israel as it defends itself
against the barbaric war launched by Hamas
and other terrorists; and

(5) reaffirms Israel’s right to self-defense.
SEC. 4. PROHIBITION.

None of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under any Act appro-
priating funds for the Department of Defense
or the Department of State for fiscal year
2024 or any prior years may be made avail-
able—

(1) to withhold, halt, reverse, or cancel the
delivery of defense articles or defense serv-
ices from the United States to Israel; or

(2) to pay the salary or expenses of any of-
ficer or employee of the Department of De-
fense or the Department of State who takes
any action to support or further the with-
holding, halting, reversal, or cancellation of
the delivery of such defense articles or serv-
ices.

SEC. 5. PROMPT DELIVERY.

(a) PROMPT DELIVERY OF DEFENSE ARTICLES
AND SERVICES.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretary of State,
shall ensure prompt delivery of all defense
articles and services for Israel which are ex-
pected to be delivered in fiscal years 2024 and
2025, including—

(1) those contracted through the Foreign
Military Sales system;

(2) those supported by prior Acts making
appropriations for the Department of De-
fense; and

(3) those provided pursuant to a declara-
tion in section 506(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961.

(b) PROMPT DELIVERY OF DIRECT COMMER-
CIAL SALES.—The Secretary of State shall
ensure prompt approval and delivery of all
direct commercial sales of defense articles
and services for Israel which are expected to
be delivered in fiscal years 2024 and 2025, in-
cluding those for the Ministry of Public Se-
curity.

(¢) PrROMPT DELIVERY OF WITHHELD
ITEMS.—Any defense article and defense serv-
ice described in subsection (a) or (b) of this
section that were withheld from delivery as
of the date of the enactment of this Act shall
be delivered to Israel not later than 15 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 6. WITHHOLDING OF FUNDS.

(a) WITHHOLDING OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE FUNDS.—None of the unobligated bal-
ances of funds made available by prior Acts
making appropriations for the Department
of Defense under the heading ‘‘Operation and
Maintenance, Defense-Wide” for the imme-
diate Office of the Secretary of Defense that
are available as of the date of the enactment
of this Act may be obligated or expended
until the Secretary of Defense certifies and
reports to the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
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ate that the requirements of section 5(c)
have been met.

(b) WITHHOLDING OF DEPARTMENT OF STATE
FuNDS.—None of the unobligated balances of
funds made available by prior Acts making
appropriations for the Department of State,
Foreign Operations, and Related Programs
under the heading ‘‘Diplomatic Programs’
for the Office of the Secretary that are avail-
able as of the date of the enactment of this
Act may be obligated or expended until the
Secretary of State certifies and reports to
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives and the Senate
that the requirements of section 5(c) have
been met.

(c) WITHHOLDING OF FINANCIAL SERVICES
AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT FUNDS.—None of
the unobligated balances of funds made
available by prior Acts making appropria-
tions for Financial Services and General
Government under the heading ‘‘Executive
Office of the President and Funds Appro-
priated To the President—National Security
Council and Homeland Security Council”’
that are available as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act may be obligated or ex-
pended until the President certifies and re-
ports to the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives and the Senate
that the requirements of section 5(c) have
been met.

SEC. 7. OBLIGATION REQUIREMENT.

Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary of Defense and the Sec-
retary of State shall obligate any remaining
unobligated balances of funds appropriated
or otherwise made available for assistance
for Israel not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 8. REPORTS.

(a) INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Inspectors General of the De-
partment of Defense and the Department of
State shall jointly submit to Congress a re-
port on any actions taken by executive
branch officials before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act to withhold, halt, reverse,
or cancel the delivery of defense articles and
defense services to Israel.

(b) MONTHLY SECURITY ASSISTANCE RE-
PORT.—Not later than 30 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, and every 30 days
thereafter through fiscal year 2025, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, shall provide a written
report to the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, Armed Services, and
Foreign Relations of the Senate describing
United States security assistance provided
to Israel since October 7, 2023, including a
comprehensive list of the defense articles
and services provided to Israel and the asso-
ciated authority and funding used to provide
such articles and services: Provided, That
such report shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may be accompanied by a clas-
sified annex.

(c) REPORT ON PRIORITY DEFENSE ARTICLES
AND SERVICES.—Not later than 30 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the
Secretary of State, shall provide a written
report to the Committees on Appropriations,
Armed Services, and Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Commit-
tees on Appropriations, Armed Services, and
Foreign Relations of the Senate describing
urgent and high priority defense articles and
defense services for Israel and steps taken or
planned to expedite the delivery of such arti-
cles and services.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill
shall be debatable for 1 hour, equally
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divided and controlled by the chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, or their re-
spective designees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAUL) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS) each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, Hamas’ October 7
massacre was as cruel, barbaric, and
bloody as anything I have ever seen.
Hamas unleashed pure evil on Israel
that day. The Hamas terrorists filmed
themselves committing brutal atroc-
ities because they were so proud of
their barbaric acts.

In fact, in just hours they murdered
1,200 innocent people and took over 250
hostages, including Americans. I say
this to remind my colleagues of the
moral clarity that we as a body felt in
the aftermath of these brutal attacks.

It was obvious to us then that Hamas
was ruthless. It was obvious to us that
Hamas needed to be eradicated to en-
sure Israel’s security. It was obvious to
us that Hamas would fight dirty and
use innocent civilians as human
shields. It was obvious to us that Israel
had no choice but to win this war and
end the perpetual terrorist threat.

We all, Republicans and Democrats,
spent those weeks talking about our
steadfast support for Israel, our iron-
clad commitment. In fact, Mr. MEEKS
and I introduced a bipartisan resolu-
tion condemning Hamas in support of
Israel which had more cosponsors than
any other resolution in the history of
the Congress.

However, today, I am deeply dis-
appointed that for some in this country
and for the administration that that
moral clarity has faded, that their
ironclad commitment apparently is
not, in fact, ironclad.

In an about-face, the Biden adminis-
tration is now withholding critical
arms necessary for Israel to win this
war. This administration wants to dic-
tate how Israel executes the war that
they were thrust into.

They did not ask for this war. They
did not start this war. Hamas started
this war.

Just recently, though, President
Biden said that if they go into Rafah, I
am not supplying the weapons, period.
That would be similar for us, Madam
Speaker, to say during World War II,
my father’s war, that you can invade
all the way up to Berlin, but you can’t
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go into Berlin to finish the job. Imag-
ine if we had done that with our Allies
back then.

Israel is in a fight for its very exist-
ence, and this administration’s public
break with Israel has only made nego-
tiations and victory more difficult.

Rafah is a final key military objec-
tive to complete the mission against
Hamas.

Israel has effectively eradicated 19
battalions throughout Gaza, yet 4 re-
main in Rafah. This is the last stage of
the military operation, and it keeps
getting delayed and delayed and de-
layed.

We know that Hamas is exploiting
this cease-fire and using the negotia-
tion process just to buy more time.

Hamas has established a network of
tunnels that total over 300 miles in
Gaza. These tunnels of terror are where
they are holed up ready to strike Israel
at the first opportunity.

Their use of tunnels is why Israel
must use these larger bombs, to de-
stroy their command and control cen-
ters and eliminate the terrorists that
find refuge in them.

By the way, contrary to what has
been said publicly, these bombs when
applied with JDAM Kkits can become
precision-guided weapons. Precision
means just that, precise. It goes
straight to the target without collat-
eral damage, and it does, indeed, pro-
tect innocent civilians.

We know that Yahya Sinwar, the
head of Hamas, is somewhere around
these tunnels. Taking him out is crit-
ical to defeating Hamas.

Madam Speaker, as the saying goes:
War is hell. War is horrific. War is
messy. Nobody wants war. Israel did
not start this war; Hamas did. Sadly,
civilian casualties are part of urban
warfare. Israel has limited this number
greatly and is opening all routes for
humanitarian assistance.

This is despite the fact that Hamas
are the ones who use human shields,
hide behind hospitals and schools, and
put civilians in harm’s way.

It was Hamas that destroyed the Erez
checkpoint on October 7, significantly
impeding aid from getting into Gaza.
Since then, they have repeatedly at-
tacked another checkpoint that serves
as a major artery of aid into Gaza.
Egypt also is currently delaying aid
through the Rafah checkpoint.

Just the other day, I saw a video of
Hamas killing their own people, Pales-
tinian children simply trying to get
food out of the trucks, as they gunned
down their own people.

Until Israel finishes the last major
operation to remove Hamas from
power, to defeat the remaining battal-
ions that are in Rafah, we will never
have the peaceful resolution that ev-
erybody wants. For until Rafah is de-
stroyed and Hamas is destroyed, we
will not be able to get to the peace
talks with the Saudis and Israel and
the other Arab nations that everyone
is so optimistic about.

I can only think of one purpose to
withhold these weapons. This adminis-
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tration is more concerned about a
small vocal wing of activists than the
ironclad commitment that they talked
about to stand by Israel.

Under this administration, I have no-
ticed a disturbing trend, a trend where
we turn our backs on our allies and fall
short of the promises we make.

That is why this legislation is so im-
portant. It will ensure the weapons are
delivered to Israel, and it will reassure
our allies that when America makes a
commitment, we keep it.

Think about this, Madam Speaker:
What kind of a message is this sending
both to our allies and friends and our
adversaries and enemies? To our allies,
it sends a message that we cannot be
trusted. To our adversaries, it sends a
message that they no longer fear us. It
does not send a message of deterrence.
It sends a message of weakness. It in-
vites conflict, aggression, and now, yes,
war.

Imagine if Iran cut off its weapons to
Hezbollah and cut off its weapons to
the Houthi rebels, what would be said
of Iran? What would be our impression?

They believe they have achieved vic-
tory, Madam Speaker, without a shot
fired, a victory handed to them by this
administration tying the hands of
Israel, one hand behind its back, as it
moves into the final stage of this war
to complete its final mission.

O 1230

Prime Minister Netanyahu says: I
will do this alone if I have to.

He should not have to do this alone.
We need to stand with our ally, Israel,
stand with her and stand with her to
defeat this terrorist organization,
Hamas, and bring a final closure and a
peaceful resolution to the Middle East.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I strongly oppose
H.R. 8369, which is a cynical, political
exercise by my GOP colleagues to at-
tempt to sow division and use the
United States-Israel relationship and
American security assistance to ad-
vance their own political agenda.

Despite what you have heard and will
hear from the other side of the aisle
today, Madam Speaker, there is no big-
ger champion for Israel’s long-term se-
curity as a Jewish state than President
Joe Biden. As I am, the President is
committed to eliminating Hamas, and
that is clear by what took place re-
cently when he defended, along with
other allies, Israel from an Iranian at-
tack.

He visited Israel during wartime, and
he has delivered unprecedented aid. To
suggest that he is abandoning or harm-
ing Israel is absurd. He has been with
Israel as a Senator, as a Vice Presi-
dent, and as a President. To insinuate
that now, all of a sudden, he is not with
Israel is not true at all.

Now, I hear my Republican -col-
leagues argue that leveraging 2,000-
pound bombs should not have been
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done publicly. That approach has not
worked. For months, the Biden admin-
istration publicly and privately urged
Israel not to launch a major offensive
in Rafah without credible plans to
avoid mass casualties and to try to
evacuate Palestinians to a safe space.

The United States has also repeat-
edly pressed Israel to cease using large
warhead ordnance that results in ex-
cessive civilian casualties in densely
populated civilian areas. Our humani-
tarian values are to try to save inno-
cent lives, not saving Hamas, but try-
ing to save innocent men, women, and
children while we pursue Hamas—not
cutting off all weapons, cutting off
these huge bombs that kill innocent in-
dividuals—by utilizing munitions that
are more appropriate for urban warfare
to get Hamas.

To date, Israel has presented no plan
to mitigate civilian harm or commit-
ment to not using the 2,000-pound
bombs in Rafah. To the contrary, what
we heard from Prime Minister
Netanyahu last week was that he re-
peatedly affirmed Israel’s plans for an
all-out assault on Rafah. That is when
the Biden administration confirmed it
would temporarily withhold a small
number of large warhead bombs so that
they would not be used in Rafah.

My Republican friends also seem to
think that President Biden’s actions
are unprecedented, but there is a his-
tory of the United States withholding
certain security assistance to Israel.
Many of my GOP colleagues call them-
selves Reagan Republicans. Recall that
President Reagan did the exact same
thing based on concerns with Israel’s
military actions on two occasions in
1981 and 1982.

These 2,000-pound bombs in question
can create a crater up to 50 feet wide
and 36 feet deep when dropped. They
have a lethal fragmentation to a radius
the size of multiple football fields.
Such bombs have no place in urban
combat, not in Gaza and not in Rafah,
one of the most densely populated
areas on the planet. The United States
has a duty and obligation under law to
make sure our weapons are not dis-
proportionately killing civilians.

This bill, H.R. 8369, prohibits the
Biden administration from exercising
its executive branch prerogative in
holding or suspending U.S. arms trans-
fers to Israel, including these large
warhead munitions and any other de-
fense article.

It also forces the administration to
deliver any such item to Israel within
15 days of enactment and, if the admin-
istration is unable to comply, it freezes
significant parts of the Defense Depart-
ment, the State Department, and the
National Security Council budgets. Ac-
cording to the Defense Department
itself: Withholding defense-wide oper-
ations and maintenance funds would
jeopardize DOD’s ability to fulfill its
constitutional obligation to defend the
United States which could cause sig-
nificant harm to United States na-
tional security.
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Further, these budgetary freezes
would undermine U.S. defense leader-
ship when we are simultaneously com-
peting in the Indo-Pacific, supporting
Ukraine in its fight against the Rus-
sian war of aggression, and working
with our partners in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca on security challenges. Again, this
is all tremendously dangerous for our
own national security.

The bill also includes a blatantly po-
litical attack on military officers,
hardworking civil servants, and U.S.
Government employees by mandating
Inspector General investigations into
individuals, not agencies or depart-
ments, and orders the withholding of
their salaries in a brazen and politi-
cized witch hunt.

All of these concerns would have
been made clear had my Republican
colleagues not rushed this bill through
without any kind of regular order. Had
it been marked up in the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, we would have been
able to highlight that this legislation
undercuts a number of crucial existing
United States laws that are in the For-
eign Affairs Committee’s jurisdiction,
including the Arms Export Control
Act, the Leahy Law, and executive
branch policies including the Conven-
tional Arms Transfer Policy and Na-
tional Security Memorandum 20.

Let me repeat: President Biden
paused one arms shipment. One. The
President continues to focus on freeing
the hostages, to put the onus on Hamas
to reach a deal, and supports Israel’s
right to eradicate Hamas.

That is the position of President Jo-
seph R. Biden. Let’s be clear about it.

In conclusion, consider the facts and
the context. We should oppose this bill
moving forward because it is not good
for Israel, and it is not good for the
United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, let me
just say, first, with respect to the first
President I had the honor to vote for,
Ronald Reagan, in 1982, it was con-
cluded that Israel was violating U.S.
and international laws by their use of
cluster munitions.

In this case, the Biden administra-
tion actually concluded in a national
security memo that Israel was not vio-
lating U.S. and international laws. Yet,
the President still announced his plan
to withhold all defensive weapons to
Israel. That is a very different situa-
tion, and I wanted to rectify and clar-
ify the RECORD on that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr. CAL-
VERT), who is the author of this bill
and the chairman of the Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Israel Security
Assistance Support Act. This bill re-
verses President Biden’s misguided at-
tempts to withhold vital security as-
sistance to Israel as they fight to de-
fend their citizens from terrorists.

Just last week, we observed Holo-
caust Remembrance Day, commemo-

H3289

rating the 6 million Jews who were
murdered by Nazi Germany. The mem-
ory of those lives horrifically taken en-
dures 80 years since the end of the Hol-
ocaust. A plaque at Auschwitz states:
“Those who cannot remember the past
are condemned to repeat it.”

Mr. Speaker, we can never forget.

On October 7, 2023, Hamas terrorists
launched a massive, unprovoked war on
Israel, killing 1,200 innocent people and
taking 240 hostages, including Amer-
ican citizens. It was the worst attack
on the Jewish people since the Holo-
caust.

The Israeli people are still reeling
from the barbaric attacks on that day.
They are unable to begin healing while
still separated from their loved ones
taken hostage, and they are deter-
mined to ensure no further innocent
Israeli lives are taken by radical ter-
rorists.

Over the past 6 months, Israel has
been repeatedly attacked by Iran and
its terrorist proxy groups: Hezbollah,
Hamas, and the Houthis. Each one of
these groups has vowed repeatedly to
destroy the State of Israel.

The only reason these attacks have
been unsuccessful is because of Israel’s
robust military and because of their
missile defense capability, honed by
years of defending itself from attacks.

Hamas and others who seek the end
of the Jewish state have not run out of
weapons, resources, or willpower. In
this unprovoked conflict they started,
they are using none of these things to
defend innocent civilians, preferring to
use them instead as human shields.

Hamas has made a choice to continue
the conflict by tormenting their hos-
tages and hiding behind civilians. It is
time to stop appeasing terrorists and
provide Israel with the weapons and
support necessary to end this war.

The United States affirmed our re-
solve to stand with Israel less than a
month ago when we passed supple-
mental appropriations for Israel with
strong bipartisan support. This mes-
sage could not have been clearer.

Astoundingly, last week, The Wash-
ington Post reported that President
Biden ordered a pause on weapons
ready for delivery to Israel—literally
on the truck ready to be sent to the
airport and flown out to Israel imme-
diately. These are weapons that were
previously approved by Congress and
the administration. These include 1,800
2,000-pound bombs and 1,700 500-pound
bombs that are intended to strike
Hamas’ extensive tunnel network.

It was also reported that the admin-
istration was reviewing planned trans-
fers of 6,500 joint direct attack muni-
tion kits which would bring precision
to the fight and help minimize civilian
casualties.

The Biden administration is ignoring
the fact that the State of Israel is sur-
rounded by people who want to destroy
them. Iran does not recognize Israel
and has called for its elimination.
Hamas is committed to the destruction
of Israel, and Hezbollah’s primary goal
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is the elimination of Israel. Iran and
its proxies are only deterred through
strength, which is why the U.S. must
continue to provide weapons to Israel.

Unable to deter Iran, Hamas,
Hezbollah, or any other nefarious actor
seeking to attack the Jewish state, the
Biden administration instead is sup-
pressing a close ally.

Members on both sides of the aisle
have called for President Biden to re-
verse his decision. The administration
should not ignore the will of Congress
as evident through overwhelming bi-
partisan legislative action.

Unfortunately, the Biden administra-
tion’s decision made it necessary for
me, along with Appropriations Com-
mittee Chairman ToMm COLE, State and
Foreign Operations Subcommittee
Chairman MARIO DIAZ-BALART, and Fi-
nancial Services and General Govern-
ment Subcommittee Chairman DAVID
JOYCE to introduce the Israel Security
Assistance Support Act.

This bill prevents the Defense and
State Departments from withholding
the delivery of weapons to Israel; re-
quires the administration to ensure
prompt delivery of weapons to Israel;
mandates that anything withheld from
delivery to Israel be delivered within 15
days and withholds funds until they are
delivered; requires all assistance to
Israel be obligated within 30 days; re-
quires the Inspectors General to report
on actions taken by executive branch
officials to withhold security assist-
ance to Israel. It also includes com-
prehensive reporting on weapons deliv-
eries to Israel to ensure congressional
intent is met.

O 1245

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LANGWORTHY). The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 30 seconds to the gentleman
from California.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, it is ap-
palling that this legislation is nec-
essary. The reaction of the Biden ad-
ministration proves that it is. A veto
threat and a $1 billion unrelated aid
package were announced almost simul-
taneously once it became clear that
the House intended to take action on
that this week.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, to correct
the record, President Biden never said,
as I hear my colleagues saying, that he
is suspending all weapons to Israel. He
said specifically the 2,000-pound bombs
that cause death to innocent Palestin-
ians are the only things that were
paused here, not all weapons.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from California (Mr. SHER-
MAN).

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, my pro-
Israel efforts began long before my 28
years on the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, and I believe that my pro-Israel
record is as long and as strong as any
Member of this House.
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I rise to oppose this pseudo pro-Israel
bill. It purports to deal with this issue
of 2,000-pound bombs. As the ranking
member has pointed out, suspensions
occurred also under Reagan and Ford.
More significantly, this is just a com-
municative act. It has no strategic sig-
nificance.

Israel already has such a large stock-
pile of 2,000-pound bombs and similar
weapons that the administration is
going to be providing many thousands
of JDAM kits to turn those dumb
bombs into smart bombs.

The chair is working with several of
us on a much better response to this
suspension, and I look forward to that
working its way through the com-
mittee. No one should be tempted to
vote for this bill. There will be a better
bill.

This bill does nothing to help Israel
strategically, but it attacks Israel at
its two weakest points. The first is bi-
partisan support. Israel has one friend
in the world. It cannot afford to have
only one-half of one friend.

We saw that bipartisan support when
85 percent of Democrats and 85 percent
of Republicans voted to provide Israel
with $14 billion of extraordinary aid,
but this resolution has poison pills, in-
cluding condemning Biden by name, in
a clear effort to get as little Demo-
cratic support as possible.

Second, this bill attacks Israel’s
international image. Israel, in fact,
meets American international stand-
ards for minimizing civilian casualties,
but what this bill does is it exempts
Israel from the Leahy and similar laws,
in effect declaring from this Congress
to the world that Israel can’t meet the
standard.

Israel is doing at least as good a job
as any military in the history of urban
warfare. The report from the Biden ad-
ministration wasn’t as clear as it
should be on that but reached the right
conclusion.

Congress should not step forward and
exempt Israel from a test that Israel
clearly meets. That is poison on the
international stage.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DIAZ-BALART), an original cospon-
sor of this bill and chairman of the
Committee on Appropriations’ Sub-
committee on State, Foreign Oper-
ations, and Related Programs.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the chairman for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of the Israel Security Assistance Sup-
port Act.

The reason we are here is because the
Biden administration, despite all the
rhetoric, has broken its so-called iron-
clad commitment to Israel by halting
shipments of weapons at a time when
Israel needs them the most. These are
weapons not only that Israel has asked
for but that President Biden himself
asked Congress to provide. This admin-
istration’s argument is that the bill
undermines the President’s ability to
‘“‘execute an effective foreign policy.”
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Does anyone really believe that this
administration has an effective foreign
policy? Do I need to remind my col-
leagues of what the former Secretary
of Defense, Mr. Gates, said of Mr.
Biden, that ‘‘he has been wrong on
nearly every major foreign policy and
national security issue over the past
four decades’?

What the administration doesn’t un-
derstand, Mr. Speaker, is what an ef-
fective foreign policy requires. It re-
quires having the ability to distinguish
allies from enemies, those fighting for
their lives in self-defense versus terror-
ists seeking to kill, harm, and destroy
them.

Israel must do what is necessary to
eradicate that depraved terrorist
group, Hamas, a proxy of terrorist
state Iran, the same Iran which also,
for the first time ever, under the weak-
ness of this administration, directly at-
tacked Israel.

Israel needs these weapons to eradi-
cate the terrorists who have vowed the
destruction of Israel, and Israel needs
it to protect itself and its people. With-
holding vital resources jeopardizes not
only Israel’s ability to defend itself but
also our national security by harming
and weakening our strongest ally.

In the Biden administration’s veto
threat, Mr. Speaker, it says that the
rationale was to prevent unintended
consequences, with no other expla-
nation, by the way. What about the
likely consequences of failure to fully
support Israel now when they need it?
Does the administration doubt that
Hamas will seize any opening, any op-
portunity, to further maim, torture,
and kill?

Congress approved the supplemental
in a bipartisan way, and we expect the
administration to follow the law and to
deliver. We cannot stand by while the
Biden administration tries to force
Israel to fight for its very own exist-
ence with one hand tied behind its
back.

I thank my colleagues, Chairman
CALVERT, Chairman COLE, Chairman
JOYCE, the Speaker, and Leader SCA-
LISE, for bringing this very important
bill to the floor. It is time to tell the
administration: Keep your word. Sup-
port Israel. Follow the law. Send the
weapons that you, Mr. President, and
Israel requested.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to this po-
litical bill. This is not about policy. It
is about politics. What a shame.

This is not in Israel’s best interests.
It is not in this Congress’ best inter-
ests. The gentleman who just spoke,
spoke with passion, immediacy, and ur-
gency. Unfortunately, House Repub-
lican leadership has sought to turn it
into a partisan issue on multiple occa-
sions. This legislation is their latest
attempt.

They claim President Biden is delay-
ing some portion of aid. Where was
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that outrage, I ask my colleagues,
when, on November 2, you brought a
bill to this floor with a poison pill that
you knew would not pass and would not
be signed by the President of the
United States?

If it had been a clean bill, as I told
you then, it would have passed with
over or approximately 400 votes, but
you waited 7 months—not 20 days—7
months. Where was the outrage when
we waited 7 months to give Israel aid?

Also, by the way, we delayed on
Ukraine, as well. Where was the out-
rage? I was told over and over again:
Well, the Speaker is going to bring it
to the floor sometime. He says he is
going to bring it to the floor. Seven
months—one, two, three—time went
by. Where was the outrage then?

This is a political bill that does not
help Israel, does not help America, and
should be defeated.

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), a member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, as a special
operator in the United States Army,
our commitment to each other was to
leave no man behind. Our Commander
in Chief does not hold to that doctrine.

President Biden has not only turned
his back on our ally Israel, but he has
also abandoned the Americans still
being held hostage by Hamas.

My fellow Americans, this used to
mean something. U.S. citizens have
been held by terrorists for over 220
days, very reminiscent of the waning
days of the Democratic Carter adminis-
tration when American hostages were
left in Iran for 444 days. They were re-
leased just minutes after President
Reagan took the oath of office.

I pray the hostages in Gaza will not
suffer at the hands of Hamas for an-
other 224 days. We don’t even hear the
Biden administration mentioning
American hostages.

Make no mistake, President Biden is
aiding and abetting Hamas terrorists
instead of supporting Israel.

I can just imagine the terrorists
playing an endless loop of Democrat
sound bites to the hostages, saying
your President is on our side, with
headlines like: ‘“‘Biden Just Betrayed
Israel—and Rewarded Hamas,” “U.S.
withholding ‘sensitive intelligence’ on
Hamas from Israel,” ‘“Biden Admin
Wants Israeli Forces To ‘Get Out Of
Gaza,””’” and ‘‘Pentagon chief confirms
U.S. pause on weapons shipment to
Israel.”

While our Commander in Chief sig-
nals weakness to the world and support
to terrorists, I am here to send a mes-
sage to those being held hostage: You
are not forgotten. Congress must fight
to get you out in spite of obstacles put
in place by Democrats and terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, we must support
Israel’s right to eradicate Hamas, and
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we must bring our hostages home im-
mediately.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. SCHNEIDER), a member of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee.

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, today
is the 223rd day since Hamas slaugh-
tered more than 1,200 people, including
45 Americans. More than 250 people
were taken hostage, and 132 are still
held, including 8 Americans.

After October 7, President Biden im-
mediately stepped in to help the Jew-
ish state. He traveled to Israel 11 days
after the attacks, the first President to
do so in wartime. He dispatched two
carrier strike groups and has sent hun-
dreds of shipments of weapons to
Israel.

When Iran launched more than 300
drones and missiles at Israel, the U.S.
worked with our allies to defeat that
attack. President Biden and Secre-
taries Blinken and Austin have repeat-
edly clarified that U.S. support for
Israel is ironclad, and they continue to
match those words with action, this
week approving another $100 billion in
arms sales to Israel.

While the administration is doing ev-
erything in its power to support our al-
lies, Republicans in Congress play poli-
tics.

In the early weeks of the Gaza war,
the majority tried to condition aid to
Israel on Republican cuts to IRS fund-
ing. It took fully 6 months after Octo-
ber 7 for Republicans to finally put the
emergency security funding on the
floor. It passed overwhelmingly with
366 votes. The delay was clearly par-
tisan.

Let me be clear: It is wrong to with-
hold even just one shipment of weapons
to Israel in its fight as it fights an exis-
tential, multifront war. It is okay for
friends to disagree, but we must not
send mixed signals to Israel’s enemy
about U.S. support for the mission to
end Hamasgs’ reign of terror over Gaza,
to eliminate the threat to Israel, and
to bring the hostages home.

Sadly, Speaker JOHNSON’s approach
is different. He drafted a partisan bill
with no path forward. It didn’t even go
through the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, where we could have fixed it.

I can’t imagine anyone in this body
believes that automatically zeroing out
the budget for the Departments of
State and Defense and the National Se-
curity Council in the case of delayed
arms is a good idea. It is a terrible,
dangerous idea, and it is the reason I
must vote against this bill.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. McCLINTOCK), chairman of
the Committee on the Judiciary’s Sub-
committee on Immigration Integrity,
Security, and Enforcement, and an
original cosponsor of this bill.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
December 8, 1941, Franklin Roosevelt
stood in this very Hall and asked for a
declaration of war against the govern-
ment that had attacked our fleet the
day before at Pearl Harbor, and he sol-
emnly pledged to win through to abso-
lute victory.

On October 7, Hamas targeted and
butchered innocent and unarmed
women and children. Israel not only
has a right to defeat Hamas, it has a
moral duty to do so. The killing on
both sides can only end with the un-
conditional surrender of Hamas. The
sooner that day comes, the better for
all humanity.

Now to hasten that day, the Presi-
dent requested, and the Congress pro-
vided, the precision bombs and other
munitions that Israel needs to quickly
bring this war to an end while mini-
mizing civilian casualties. Now that
same President is withholding that aid
while sending billions of dollars of sup-
plies into Gaza before Hamas has sur-
rendered.

This act is treacherous, and it must
not stand. This measure says so.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, let me just
say this really quickly. One of the
speakers before him said Democrats
and terrorists are against Israel. That
just shows how political this is.

Democrats and Republicans have al-
ways been with Israel. To try and dis-
tort it and say Democrats are against
Israel shows that it is just a partisan
argument and not for the benefit of
Israel. It is for trying to play politics
with this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. CASTRO),
the ranking member of the Western
Hemisphere Subcommittee.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in opposition to H.R. 8369 because
Joe Biden did the right thing. He made
the right decision.

The United States is a friend to the
people of Israel. The United States is
not a rubberstamp to an extremist
Prime Minister who has not prioritized
the release of hostages, who has al-
lowed for indiscriminate Kkillings in
Gaza, and who has put his own political
survival above all else.

Chairman MCCAUL said something I
think that was very important. After
October 7, the world stood with Israel,
expressed support for Israel. I believe
all of us did in a bipartisan way.

What has happened since then? Prime
Minister Netanyahu has ruined the
world’s support. He has done so by not
focusing on the hostages, but by allow-
ing his military to bomb hospitals, am-
bulance convoys, people’s homes, to
take out journalists, aid workers, in-
cluding Americans. The moral compass
does not bend in favor of one nation re-
gardless of what it does. That is why
the President has done what he has
done, and the President’s leverage mat-
ters.

When President Biden has taken
steps to exercise his leverage, we have
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seen immediate results. Last month,
President Biden told Israel to open the
Erez Crossing in northern Gagza, and 3
days ago, dozens of WFP flour trucks
entered through the western Erez
Crossing, bringing desperately needed
food to starving families.

After the President paused a 2,000-
pound bomb shipment, less than 1 per-
cent of the total weapons shipments to
Israel, the Israeli Defense Minister
raised concerns for the first time that
Netanyahu has no plan to rescue the
hostages or establish a functioning
Palestinian Government in Gaza.

This, in many ways, is our last
chance. We must do the right thing
ourselves.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CLYDE), a member of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of H.R. 8369,
the Israel Security Assistance Support
Act.

This critical bill ensures defense arti-
cles and services are delivered quickly
to our steadfast ally, Israel, as they

face unprecedented threats from
Hamas, Hezbollah, the Houthis, and
Iran.

On October 7, Iran-backed Hamas ter-
rorists brutally attacked Israel, mur-
dering, raping, and torturing more
than 1,200 innocent civilians, and ab-
ducting over 240 others to Gaza as hos-
tages, including American citizens.

In the following months since this
unprovoked terrorist attack, Israel has
continued to be under constant assault
by Iran and its proxies. We must sup-
port our ally, Israel, and ensure that
they have the weapons they need to de-
fend themselves, including the small
arms, the 50,000 rifles that the Israeli
Government has on order that is being
held up by our State Department, and
the precision-guided munitions.

It is doublespeak. It is unconscion-
able that the Biden administration
complains about civilian collateral
damage when they are withholding the
exact munitions that minimize civilian
collateral damage.

H.R. 8369 would ensure that all pre-
viously approved arms transfers to
Israel can move forward without inter-
ruption, as well as prohibit funds from
being used to stop or cancel the ship-
ment of defense items to Israel. In ad-
dition, it would require the timely
shipment of any items that have been
stopped or delayed by President Biden
and the Biden administration to be
sent within 15 days after enactment.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in passing this critical legisla-
tion.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in strong opposition to
this bill, which, despite what the au-
thors claim, threatens to defund our
national security and torch the indis-
pensable U.S.-Israel relationship, and
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it is all being done to score cheap polit-
ical points.

By now we are accustomed to Repub-
licans bringing up nonsensical mes-
saging bills to distract from the fact
that they blocked vital aid to Israel for
6 months.

Last week, I spoke out against the
delayed weapons shipment and urged
the U.S. and Israel to resolve disagree-
ments privately to maintain the united
front against Hamas.

The White House and Israel are now
clear that those weapons are not need-
ed for the Rafah operation. Just this
week, the Biden administration final-
ized more than a billion dollars in as-
sistance to Israel. Instead of coming
together to show bipartisan support for
Israel’s defense, Republicans return to
their political playbook, cynically ex-
ploiting Israel as a political wedge
issue. However, this isn’t another non-
binding resolution.

This dangerous, cynical bill is not
pro-America or pro-Israel. The bill be-
fore us threatens to block funds to our
military, the same Armed Forces
which defended Israel against an Ira-
nian missile onslaught.

This bill also imperils our diplomats
who work nonstop to get hostages re-
leased. Undercutting American secu-
rity undercuts Israel’s security.

A plan to defund U.S. national secu-
rity agencies that send assistance,
share intelligence, and help defeat
Hamas is exactly how you cut off your
nose to spite your face.

October 7 made clear that Israel’s
needs can evolve overnight. I won’t
abide by Republicans holding our na-
tional security hostage so they can
micromanage our Commander in Chief
and feign how pro-Israel and pro-mili-
tary they are.

If you don’t like the President hold-
ing up one limited shipment for a
week, and I don’t, you should be livid
about Speaker JOHNSON holding up all
military aid for 6 months.

I won’t allow shortsighted, partisan
stunts to masquerade as bipartisan
support for Israel. Republicans need to
stop the games. Israel needs real, con-
sistent support, not Republican users
who have repeatedly made it clear that
Israel cannot count on them.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KILEY).

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I stand in
strong support of the Israel Security
Assistance Support Act.

President Biden’s threat to withhold
aid from Israel is reckless, unjustifi-
able, and indecent. It flies in the face
of the bipartisan support this House re-
cently showed for continuing support
of Israel. The American public under-
stands the importance of the Amer-
ican-Israel relationship, how it is in
the national security interests of both
countries.

The American public understands
that Israel is our longstanding ally, a
democracy in a region that has very
few of them; whereas, Hamas is a ter-
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rorist organization that has committed
historic atrocities and would not hesi-
tate to do so again.

The President is catering to the most
radical elements of his party, the sort
of elements that have unleashed chaos
on college campuses across this coun-
try. It is vitally important that reason-
able people on both sides of the aisle
come together to reassert our support
for Israel as it struggles against this
terrorist organization.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1%
minutes to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GOLDMAN).

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today as a proud Amer-
ican Jew who steadfastly supports
Israel’s right to exist as a democratic
Jewish state and its right to defend
itself after Hamas’ barbaric and
unprovoked attack on October 7.

The United States must continue to
support Israel, to defeat Hamas, release
the hostages, including Americans
stuck in Gaza, and provide all funding,
weapons, and intelligence necessary in
order to do that, and that is President
Biden’s clear policy, as well.

This bill does not do any of that. It
does not support Israel. It does not pro-
vide any additional funding, any addi-
tional weapons, nor any additional sup-
port for Israel. Even though Repub-
licans delayed for 6 months, I was
pleased when this body finally, in a
show of bipartisanship, voted to sup-
port Israel with the supplemental aid
package several weeks ago. This bill is
designed to undermine that bipartisan
support, which Israel desperately
needs.

As a Jew, I am, frankly, sick and
tired of the Republican Party using
Israel as a political weapon to divide
us, which aids Hamas, Iran, and Israel’s
enemies.

Mr. Speaker, I have one simple re-
quest of my Republican colleagues: If
you truly care about Israel, please stop
using it as a divisive political pawn.
Just stop.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from the
great State of Texas (Mr. PFLUGER), a
member of the Energy and Commerce
Committee and an original cosponsor
of this bill.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, last
month, Congress passed the Israel secu-
rity supplemental with overwhelm-
ingly bipartisan support, but now the
President is holding security assist-
ance to our ally, Israel, hostage.

Let’s not forget that Hamas is re-
sponsible for this massacre on October
7, with over 1,400 people being mur-
dered and all the horrific actions that
have taken place. President Biden’s de-
cision to withhold weapons from Israel
is a disgrace that will harm Israel’s ca-
pacity to defend itself. It is yet another
foreign policy failure that will prolong
the conflict and make things worse in
the Middle East.

House Republicans are leading and
demonstrating steadfast commitment
to Israel, our most important and long-
est-standing ally in the Middle East,
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but the Biden administration is choos-
ing to betray the will of Congress. The
President doesn’t get to pick and
choose when he follows the law and
when he does not.

Congress must act quickly to reverse
this decision and stand with Israel.
Support for Israel’s defense against the
threats from Iran and its proxies, in-
cluding Hezbollah, Hamas, and the
Houthis is not a political decision; it is
the right decision.

The United States stands with Israel,
and I urge support of this.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. DOGGETT).

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, horri-
fied by seeing a baby’s arm blown off,
the President successfully demanded
the Israeli Prime Minister to halt the
bombing.

President Ronald Reagan also halted
deliveries of weapons, but today’s Re-
publicans don’t want America to lead;
they would defer the decisions about
the Dbest course for America to
Netanyahu and Ben-Gvir. They would
place us on a disastrous path of isola-
tion and greater Mideast instability.

They attack President Biden now for
halting delivery of 2,000-pound dumb
bombs that are used in ways he rightly
described as ‘‘indiscriminate bombing”’
that pulverizes large areas and Kkills
and mutilates thousands of innocent
women and children.

Leveling Gaza, starving, and killing a
multitude offers Israel no genuine vic-
tory over Hamas, no end to the cycle of
violence.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WEBER of Texas). The time of the gen-
tleman has expired.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield an
additional 20 seconds to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, Hamas
can never be a genuine partner for
peace, but Netanyahu, so willing to
sacrifice the hostages and protect him-
self, is also obstructing peace. Lim-
iting the flow of bombs is a construc-
tive step forward toward assuring long-
term security for the families of Amer-
ica, Israel, and Palestine.
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Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time until the rank-
ing member has closed.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York has 7% minutes
remaining.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time to close.

Mr. Speaker, I have said from the be-
ginning that today this debate is a cyn-
ical, partisan exercise by my Repub-
lican colleagues to attack the Biden
administration and advance their polit-
ical agenda.

Mr. Speaker, I have been here for 26
years, and any time Israel came up pre-
viously, we didn’t play politics with it.
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We tried to sit down and work it out
and come out unified, Democrats and
Republicans. Especially in any foreign
policies, one of the things we have
done, especially on this committee, is
try to work together so that the other
countries of the world did not see a di-
vided America but rather a unified
America with our allies.

This is true with, for example,
Ukraine. After many of my colleagues
talked about the delay that took place
to pass the supplemental, the whole
idea even then was to negotiate to-
gether to try to come out with a bill
that showed unity; not play politics
with it; not try to say, as we have
heard in this debate by some on their
side: Oh, the Democrats are in cahoots
with the terrorists.

That is not who we are. That is not
who we should be. We should be the
United States Congress talking and
working. We are not going to always
agree on everything, but to have dia-
logue and conversation on an issue in a
matter that is so serious as this, as we
did, as Mr. McCAUL said correctly.

On October 8, we wanted to make
sure that we put a resolution on this
floor that over 400 Members of the
House of Representatives, Democrats
and Republicans, could support. We
didn’t start out agreeing on everything
in that resolution. We sat down, and we
worked and debated. We went back and
forth, and then we came up with a reso-
lution that we could proudly put on the
floor to say that the United States
Congress is together, that we are not
divided.

Mr. Speaker, that is not this bill. We
didn’t do that on this bill. We didn’t
even try. Why? Politics—politics in
such a crucial time as this, with all
that is going on.

We were together and made sure that
we were working together. We were
talking to our Arab colleagues about
normalization with Israel. Why? It is
because that makes for a better Middle
East. It is good for Israel. It is good for
our allies in the region. It is good for
the United States of America.

That is not what this bill is all
about. This bill is not good for Israel,
and it is not good for our allies in the
region. Chairman MCCAUL is correct
when he said that we want to make
sure that Saudi Arabia plays and has
normalization with Israel as well as
others in the Gulf area.

Speak to them and ask them if this
bill will make the area better. Speak
to them and include them in that dia-
logue. Because if we want a better Mid-
dle East, peace for Israel, and the Jew-
ish state to move forward where they
don’t have to worry about a threat, we
need to work together, not alone.

That is the dialogue and conversa-
tion we should be having. That is who
we should be as leaders. That is who we
should be as the indispensable nation.
Those are our values.

We should value every human life.
We should be concerned when we see
people starving, innocent individuals.
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That shows who we are. That is leader-
ship. That brings people together. That
is good for Israel, and that is good for
the United States of America, not this.

People are watching all over the
world. Who are we? Are we just going
to continue to divide? Are we going to
be a nation divided? We can’t sit down
to talk and work things out? I know we
can. Mr. McCAUL and I do it all the
time.

We are having a markup right now,
14 bills in the House Foreign Affairs
Committee. We didn’t start out agree-
ing, but we worked it out. We have 14
bills today, all of them bipartisan.
That is who we are. That is who we
should be.

You heard Mr. SHERMAN say he is
working now on another bill that we
can work on together. That is who we
are. That is who we should be.

Let’s make a difference. Let’s not
play politics on the House floor. Let’s
make a difference. We can do this. We
are better than this. We are better
than this.

I saw today on our committee—and I
am proud of this committee—Demo-
crats and Republicans talking back and
forth on their differences, trying to fig-
ure out how we can change this and
move so that we can pass a bill in the
committee. I was listening as we were
doing certain things, and truthfully, it
made me proud to see how we were
working together.

I say to my colleagues on the other
side: Let’s not do this. We are better
than this, especially on foreign affairs.
I mean, we are going to have our polit-
ical domestic issues, but not on foreign
affairs. Let’s not play politics here.
There is too much at stake, just too
much at stake for us, for others.

They expect more from us. Let’s give
them more. Let’s show them we can
work together. Let’s show them why
we are the greatest country that this
planet has ever seen. We are the United
States of America.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time to close.

First, let me just say in response
that I also appreciate our friendship,
our partnership, Mr. MEEKS and my-
self. We are very proud of our com-
mittee and our committee’s record of
working in a very bipartisan manner.

Mr. Speaker, following the Holo-
caust, the world said: Never again.

Following the massacre on October 7,
this body, through our bipartisan reso-
lution, said: Never again. When we said
that, I thought we meant that.

When President Biden said to Israel
after the attacks, ‘“‘As long as the
United States stands ... we will not
let you ever be alone,” I thought he
meant that.

Now, in their moment of need, this
administration has turned their backs
on Israel, halting shipments of weapons
they desperately need to win. This ad-
ministration has sowed the seeds of
doubt on this Nation’s commitments to
our allies.
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We abandoned Afghanistan to the
Taliban.

We slow-walked weapons to Ukraine,
giving them just enough to bleed out
but not to win.

President Biden’s decision to with-
hold weapons, approved by myself, the
chairman, and the ranking member,
and appropriated by Congress, defied
congressional intent and is tantamount
to an arms embargo.

Mr. Speaker, red lines are meant for
our enemies. Red lines are not meant
for our allies and our friends, but that
is precisely what this administration is
doing to Israel.

What a terrible message to send to
our allies. Even more dangerous is the
message that we are sending to our ad-
versaries.

This week marked the 76th anniver-
sary of Israel’s independence. Think
about that and the timing of this. To
mark this occasion, the State Depart-
ment released a statement saying:
“The United States was the first coun-
try to recognize Israeli statehood when
Israel declared independence in 1948.
Our history of shared democratic val-
ues, trade, deep cultural ties, and com-
mitment to regional security has pro-
vided the basis for our countries’
strong partnership and friendship.”

A strong partnership and commit-
ment to regional security means stand-
ing with our allies, not withholding
vital weapons during an unprecedented
war and not withholding vital weapons
after Iran, for God’s sake, for the first
time in the history of the State of
Israel, fired endless rockets from Iran
directly into Israel.

We all want peace and stability in
the region, but that cannot happen as
long as Hamas remains in power.

Israel remains under attack, and as
their closest ally and partner, we must
give them the tools they need to finish
the job. The time is now. We cannot
wait any longer. It has been delayed
enough.

Only until that final military objec-
tive is completed can we begin the
other phase of this that Mr. MEEKS and
I have been looking forward to, and
that is working with the Saudis and
Israelis on a security agreement, along
with the other Arab nations, to finally
just maybe bring peace and prosperity
to a part of the world that has been at
war for so many years, for way too
long.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure and to stand with
Israel in its darkest hour. I yield back
the balance of my time.

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong opposition to H.R. 8369, the Israel Se-
curity Assistance Support Act.

It is deeply disappointing to see the Repub-
lican majority continue to play politics with
America’s national security. For over a year,
Republicans refused to work in good faith with
Democrats on bipartisan solutions to fund the
federal government, including the Department
of Defense, and support our Ukrainian allies in
their fight against Putin’s illegal invasion of
their nation. Now, Republicans are using as-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

sistance to Israel to attack President Biden,
and place unprecedented restrictions on the
administration’s ability to implement American
foreign policy.

Mr. Speaker, | want to make it very clear
that | believe the Hamas terrorist attacks of
October 7, 2023, were a barbaric and heinous
act that cannot ever be excused. | condemned
the attacks when they took place, and | con-
tinue to condemn them. | also believe that
Israel has the right to self-defense, and | have
always supported defensive security assist-
ance to Israel, like Iron Dome.

But as a democracy, Israel, just like the
United States, has a certain responsibility to
its people and to the world to ensure the pro-
tection of civilian lives by defending itself in a
proportionate manner. As a Member of Con-
gress, | have been consistent in this belief my
entire career, and | hold Israel to the same
standard that | hold the United States to when
we use military force. When | have felt that
American administrations have failed to live up
to this standard, | have said so publicly. That
includes former President Trump’s decision to
use excessive force in Syria which resulted in
the unnecessary deaths of civilians in Amer-
ican airstrikes. Unfortunately, the last seven
months have shown that Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s government has pursued a
grossly disproportionate use of force in Gaza
as a response to the Hamas terrorist attacks.

The United Nations now believes that the
death toll in Gaza has reached over 35,000
people, many of them women and children.
The Israeli government has deliberately used
large ordinance to destroy critical infrastruc-
ture in Gaza like hospitals and schools. Hu-
manitarian assistance has been repeatedly
stalled, and Northern Gaza faces catastrophic
levels of malnutrition. Now it appears that
Prime Minister Netanyahu intends to launch a
broad military offensive into the city of Rafah,
where over a million Palestinian civilians are
sheltering. The results would be catastrophic.

The level of death and destruction that
Prime Minister Netanyahu has inflicted on
Gaza is shocking, has made Israel less safe,
and must end immediately. That is why | have
called for a regional ceasefire since October of
last year. | commend President Biden and his
national security team for working with part-
ners in the region to try to secure a ceasefire.
| also support President Biden’s recent deci-
sion to pause shipments of certain types of of-
fensive weaponry to Israel as a way of pre-
venting further catastrophic loss of life in
Gaza, particularly in Rafah. And let's be clear,
the President’s actions to withhold some secu-
rity assistance are entirely consistent with U.S.
law. They are also consistent with the actions
of previous Republican administrations, includ-
ing those led by Ronald Reagan and George
H.W. Bush. Both these Republican administra-
tions withheld and conditioned certain military
assistance to Israel to affect a change in
Israeli policy when it was misaligned with the
foreign policy goals of the United States. This
history speaks to why the legislation before us
today is so dangerous.

H.R. 8369 would eliminate all control and
oversight that the administration has over the
flow of taxpayer funded weapons, including
highly destructive offensive weapons like
2,000- and 500-pound dumb bombs, to Israel.
This legislation would force the delivery of
these types of weapons to Israel within 15
days of being signed into law, and it would in-
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extricably tie the administration, and America’s
foreign policy itself, to the way Prime Minister
Netanyahu chooses to prosecute Israel’s mili-
tary campaign in Gaza. If Republicans had
their way and this bill were to be enacted, the
Government of Israel would set America’s for-
eign policy instead of our own President and
his administration. The precedent this would
create is dangerous. The only Nation that
should decide where and how the American
taxpayer's dollars are utilized is the United
States of America. Full stop.

As if H.R. 8369 were not bad enough, the
legislation contains provisions that would with-
hold funding for portions of the budgets for the
Department of Defense, the Department of
State, and the National Security Council until
all assistance to Israel had been delivered. As
the Ranking Member of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense, | find the
threat to withhold funding for national security
agencies charged with defending our Nation to
be an appalling and shocking abdication of the
Republican majority’s responsibilities to govern
our Nation in a safe and responsible manner.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 8369 is one of the worst
pieces of legislation produced by the 118th
Congress, and that is saying something.
America’s foreign policy decisions are ours to
make, led by the administration in office at the
time. Forcing taxpayer dollars to be sent to
any other nation, while prohibiting the ability of
the Executive Branch to provide suitable over-
sight and ensure that those funds are not
being used in contravention of U.S. law, will
make America less secure and have tremen-
dous negative consequences.

| strongly urge my colleagues to vote no.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1227,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill.

The question is on the engrossment
and third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

MOTION TO RECOMMIT

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I have a
motion to recommit at the desk.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit.

The Clerk read as follows:

Mr. Meeks of New York moves to recommit
the bill H.R. 8369 to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion
to recommit.

The question is on the motion to re-
commit.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the noes appeared to have it.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

————
O 1330
LEOSA REFORM ACT

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 1227, I
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call up the bill (H.R. 354) to amend title
18, United States Code, to improve the
Law Enforcement Officer Safety Act
and provisions relating to the carrying
of concealed weapons by law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1227, in lieu of
the amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, printed in the
bill, an amendment in the nature of a
substitute consisting of the text of
Rules Committee Print 118-34 is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 354
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “LEOSA Reform
Act of 2024”°.

SEC. 2. CONFORMING THE LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICER SAFETY ACT AND THE GUN-
FREE SCHOOL ZONES ACT OF 1990.

Section 922(q)(2)(B) of title 18, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘or’’ at the end of clause (vi);

(2) by striking the period at the end of clause
(vii) and inserting “‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(viii) by an individual authorized by section
926B or 926C to carry a concealed firearm.”’.
SEC. 3. MAKING IMPROVEMENTS TO THE LAW EN.-

FORCEMENT OFFICER SAFETY ACT.

(a) Each of sections 926B(a) and 926C(a) of
title 18, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or any other provision of Federal law,
or any regulation prescribed by the Secretary of
the Interior pertaining to a unit of the National
Park System’ after ‘“‘thereof’’.

(b) Each of sections 926B(b) and 926C(b) of
such title are amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘, except to
the extent that the laws apply on property used
by a common or contract carrier to transport
people or property by land, rail, or water or on
property open to the public (whether or not a
fee is charged to enter the property)’’ before the
semicolon; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, except to
the extent that the laws apply on property used
by a common or contract carrier to transport
people or property by land, rail, or water or on
property open to the public (whether or not a
fee is charged to enter the property)’’ before the
period.

(c) Each of sections 926B(e)(2) and
926C(e)(1)(B) of such title is amended by insert-
ing “‘any magacine and’’ after “‘includes’.

(d) Section 926C(c)(4) of such title is amended
to read as follows:

‘“(4) has met the standards for qualification in
firearms training during the most recent period
of 12 months (or, at the option of the State in
which the individual resides, a greater number
of months, not exceeding 36 months), and for
purposes of this paragraph, the term ‘standards
for qualification in firearms training’ means—

‘“(A) the standards for active duty law en-
forcement officers as established by the former
agency of the individual;

‘““(B) the standards for active duty law en-
forcement officers as established by the State in
which the individual resides;

‘“(C) the standards for active duty law en-
forcement officers employed by any law enforce-
ment agency in the State in which the indi-
vidual resides; or

‘(D) any standard for active duty law en-
forcement officers for firearms qualification con-
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ducted by any certified firearms instructor with-
in the State in which the individual resides;’’.

(e) Section 926C(d) of such title is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“not less re-
cently than one year before the date the indi-
vidual is carrying the concealed firearm, been
tested or otherwise found by the agency to meet
the active duty standards for qualification in
firearms training as established by the agency to
carry” and inserting ‘‘met the standards for
qualification in firearms training required by
subsection (c)(4) for’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking subparagraph
(B) and inserting the following:

“(B) a certification issued by the former agen-
cy of the individual, the State in which the indi-
vidual resides, any law enforcement agency
within the State in which the individual resides,
or any certified firearms instructor within the
State in which the individual resides that indi-
cates that the individual has met the standards
for qualification in firearms training required by
subsection (c)(4).”’.

SEC. 4. PERMITTING QUALIFIED CURRENT AND
RETIRED LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI-
CERS TO CARRY FIREARMS IN CER-
TAIN FEDERAL FACILITIES.

Section 930 of title 18, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) in subsection (d)—

(4) in paragraph (2), by striking “‘or’’ at the
end,

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘“‘or’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

““(4) the possession of a firearm or ammunition
in a Facility Security Level I or II civilian pub-
lic access facility by a qualified law enforcement
officer (as defined in section 926B(c)) or a quali-
fied retired law enforcement officer (as defined
in section 926C(c)).”’; and

(2) in subsection (g), by adding at the end the
following:

““(4) The term ‘Facility Security Level’ means
a security risk assessment level assigned to a
Federal facility by the security agency of the fa-
cility in accordance with the biannually issued
Interagency Security Committee Standard.

“(5) The term ‘civilian public access facility’
means a facility open to the general public.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill,
as amended, shall be debatable for 1
hour, equally divided and controlled by
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary,
or their respective designees.

The gentleman from Alabama (Mr.
MOORE) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER) each will control 30
minutes.

The chair recognizes the gentleman
from Alabama (Mr. MOORE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 354.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 354, the Law En-
forcement Safety, or LEOSA, Reform
Act allows qualified active and retired
law enforcement officers to carry a
concealed firearm in national parks,
school =zones, public transportation,
and some Federal facilities that are
open to the public.
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LEOSA was initially signed into law
by President George W. Bush in 2004 to
exempt certain active and retired law
enforcement officers from Ilocal and
State prohibitions on the carrying of
concealed firearms. In order to qualify
under LEOSA, active law enforcement
officers must meet several important
requirements. For example, they must
be authorized to carry a firearm by
their agency.

They cannot be subject to discipli-
nary actions by the agency that can re-
sult in the loss of their police power.

They must meet certain firearm
qualification standards. They cannot
be under the influence of alcohol or
other intoxicating substances. They
must not be prohibited by Federal law
from receiving a firearm.

Retired 1law enforcement officers
must also meet several requirements in
order to qualify under LEOSA. For ex-
ample, they must have separated from
service in good standing and served as
a law enforcement officer for an aggre-
gate of 10 years or more. They also are
required to meet certain firearm train-
ing standards and must not be prohib-
ited by Federal law from receiving a
firearm.

The LEOSA Reform Act will allow
these officers to carry a concealed fire-
arm in the same manner many citizens
carry a firearm in their State.

For example, the LEOSA Reform Act
will allow law enforcement officers
qualified under LEOSA to carry con-
cealed firearms in national parks, Fed-
eral facilities that are open to the pub-
lic, on public transportation, in school
zones, and in other areas.

The bill also reduces the frequency
that qualified retired law enforcement
officers are required to obtain certain
qualification standards.

Many States allow State-licensed,
concealed carry permit holders to
carry concealed firearms in gun-free
school zones and on public transpor-
tation in the State in which they are
licensed. This bill affords certain law
enforcement officers the same privi-
lege.

The legislation improves public safe-
ty. Our officers face greater dangers,
and current restrictions hinder their
ability to carry firearms.

At a time when violent crimes con-
tinue to plague our Nation, we must
support our active and retired law en-
forcement officers and ensure that they
are able to protect themselves and oth-
ers, no matter where they are in the
United States.

This legislation is supported by the
Fraternal Order of Police, the Federal
Law Enforcement Officers Association,
the National Association of Police Or-
ganizations, the Major Cities Chiefs As-
sociation, the Major County Sheriffs of
America, National Organization of
Black Law Enforcement Executives,
and many others.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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Before I speak on the LEOSA Reform
Act, let me express my deep dis-
appointment in the behavior of the Ju-
diciary Committee majority.

The Judiciary Committee is now con-
sidering a resolution to hold in con-
tempt the Attorney General of the
United States for refusing to submit
certain audio recordings to the com-
mittee.

I think it is a deeply wrong request.
I have expressed my opinion in com-
mittee. I am not going to go through it
again here.

The point is, we have a series of Judi-
ciary Committee bills now, and the Ju-
diciary Committee is meeting on that
resolution now. Members of the Judici-
ary Committee who may want to speak
on this series of bills we are going to be
considering now cannot because they
are trapped in the Judiciary Com-
mittee considering the contempt reso-
lution. I cannot vote against the con-
tempt resolution because I am stuck
here.

It is normally the practice that when
you have committee business on the
floor, you suspend the committee
meeting so that people can do their
work.

I very much protest that the com-
mittee is still meeting while we have
committee bills on the floor so that I
must choose between dealing with
these bills or voting on the contempt
citation, and other members of the
committee cannot be here to debate
these bills.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to
the LEOSA Reform Act. This bill
threatens the safety of all Americans
by advancing the Republican agenda of
more guns for more people in more
public places.

In 2004, Congress enacted the Law
Enforcement Officers Safety Act, or
LEOSA, which forced States to allow
off-duty and retired law enforcement
officers to carry concealed weapons
even when doing so conflicted with
that State’s concealed carry laws.

It garnered bipartisan opposition, in-
cluding from the Republican chairman
of the Judiciary Committee at the
time, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, because it
supplanted the judgment of the States
about the appropriate use of firearms.

It was also opposed by organizations
such as the International Chiefs of Po-
lice, which was concerned that it could
endanger law enforcement by causing
confusion among local police who
might not be able to distinguish be-
tween a criminal and the retired officer
using a firearm.

Other organizations opposed it be-
cause it could put police agencies at
risk for liability for an officer who mis-
uses a weapon in another State and be-
cause the requirements for retired offi-
cers were insufficient.

Despite these objections, LEOSA be-
came law, but importantly, it included
exceptions for places like government
buildings, gun-free school zones, and
private property where States have a
special interest in retaining control of
their gun safety laws.
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These exceptions have been in place
for 20 years and have served as impor-
tant protections, but this legislation
tosses those exceptions out the win-
dow.

It forces States to allow off-duty and
retired officers to carry firearms on
playgrounds, in government buildings,
and on buses, trains, subways, and
boats.

It undermines State laws limiting
magazine capacity. It reduces the
rights of private property owners who
may not want concealed weapons on
their property or in their businesses.

It relaxes training standards so that
some people will be able to carry a con-
cealed firearm, even though it has been
3 years since their last firearms train-
ing certification.

In addition, this legislation unravels
Federal laws that have kept firearms
out of Federal facilities. It does this for
Federal facilities that are ‘‘open to the
public’”’ that are classified as ‘“‘Facility
Security Level I or I1,”” definitions that
will create significant confusion for
those trying to abide by it and for
those tasked with enforcing it.

For example, if a Federal facility is
only partially open to the public or
only open to the public during certain
hours, does it fall within the bill’s defi-
nition? We don’t know.

What about a facility that is open to
the public so long as they are not car-
rying firearms? The bill does not say.

As the bill itself states, the Facility
Security Level is determined on a fa-
cility-by-facility basis and may not be
publicly posted, so it is virtually im-
possible to know what Federal facili-
ties are included in this definition.

We looked for a listing of Federal fa-
cilities that are classified at these se-
curity levels, and we could not find
one.

Members may even have offices in
Federal facilities that will suddenly be
forced to allow concealed firearms in
their doors as a result of this legisla-
tion.

Not only would this bill inject confu-
sion into Federal law, but it also in-
trudes on private property rights and
undermines States’ careful determina-
tions on how best to protect their citi-
zens from gun violence.

I urge members to join me in oppos-
ing this misguided legislation, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I actually listed four organizations.
There are 21 law enforcement agencies
and organizations around the country
that support this legislation.

I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD), a
friend of mine and one of the best shots
I know.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of the Law Enforcement Officers Safe-
ty Act. This LEOSA Reform Act will
expand the ability of qualified officers,
whether active, retired, or no longer in
law enforcement, to carry concealed
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firearms in any State or territory, re-
gardless of State or local laws.

If we trust our law enforcement offi-
cers to carry guns while they are wear-
ing a badge, why wouldn’t we trust
them to carry one on State and Federal
property in their retirement?

There is no one better trained and
equipped to safely use and carry these
firearms. In fact, we encourage our of-
ficers at the State and local level to
carry their firearms when they are off
duty because they are never off duty.
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They are always required to respond
if an incident occurs in their presence.
Officers carry off-duty anyway, but
what this does is expand that protec-
tive force multiplier concept to the en-
tire country. I don’t see what is wrong
with that. In fact, I think it makes
good sense that we would want good
men and women who are qualified to
carry firearms to protect those who do
not.

This bill also gives retired officers
more flexibility in the timing of their
firearms recertification, reducing un-
necessary burdens while ensuring that
they are still properly trained in fire-
arm proficiency. They must remain
proficient.

Officers would be able to carry a con-
cealed firearm if they qualify yearly,
or whatever their State may require,
up to a 3-year limit.

The LEOSA Reform Act also extends
concealed carry rights into, as you
heard earlier, certain Federal facili-
ties, such as post offices and Social Se-
curity Administration offices, whether
or not they are there in an official ca-
pacity.

I am not sure how that would create
a lot of confusion. We carry firearms
into all sorts of facilities now. This
simply makes it open to these Federal
facilities.

This legislation very importantly
will also exempt LEOSA-certified offi-
cers from State magazine capacity lim-
its, which is very important. This will
simplify concealed carry for officers as
they travel across cities and States,
ensuring that, in various locations,
their local laws don’t interfere with
the operational readiness of these offi-
cers.

Mr. Speaker, I have to tell you, as a
former sheriff, I have seen how law-
abiding citizens have used legally
owned and carried firearms to protect
their lives, their family’s lives, and the
lives of others who they don’t even
know in many situations in my own
hometown of Jacksonville. These offi-
cers have dedicated their lives to pro-
tecting the public. We must leverage
every bit of their training and skills to
keep our communities safe even when
they are out of uniform.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘‘yes” on this important bill to
keep our police officers ready to pro-
tect our communities wherever they
may find themselves. This will be a tre-
mendous force multiplier for all of our
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State and local law enforcement agen-
cies.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation intrudes
on the States’ ability to make their
own judgments about public safety,
concealed firearms, and the regulation
of their own law enforcement and
would make us all less safe.

We hear from the other side of the
aisle all the time about States’ rights.
Then, we get legislation like this that
overrules the States and says we know
best about issues of public safety.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to op-
pose the bill, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, our colleagues across the aisle very
often told us that we didn’t need fire-
arms to protect ourselves, that they
would send the police, and then last
year and the year before, they were
calling to defund the police. The very
constituents that they said, don’t
worry, you can call the police, they
want to defund.

Now, they want to disarm retired law
enforcement officers, who could be
Johnny-on-the-spot, in many cases, to
save civilian lives.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time
for debate has expired.

Pursuant to House Resolution 1227,
the previous question is ordered on the
bill, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The

————

POLICE OUR BORDER ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 8146.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 1227 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 8146.
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The Chair appoints the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 8146) to
require a report by the Attorney Gen-
eral on the impact the border crisis is
having on law enforcement at the Fed-
eral, State, local, and Tribal level, with
Mr. RUTHERFORD in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the bill is considered
read the first time.

General debate shall be confined to
the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of
the Committee on the Judiciary or
their respective designees.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
MCCLINTOCK) and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. NADLER) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, on Inauguration Day of
2021, our borders were secure. The
Trump remain in Mexico policy had cut
phony asylum claims to a trickle. The
border wall was nearing completion.
The court-ordered deportations were
being enforced. By the end of that day,
President Biden had reversed those
policies, and thus began the greatest il-
legal mass migration in history.

Since that day, he has allowed 6.9
million illegal migrants to enter our
country and demand free food, free
clothing, free legal assistance, free
education, free shelter, free lodging,
free phones, and free cash. Except, of
course, it is not the least bit free. It all
comes out of the earnings of American
families and out of the services that we
set aside for Americans in need.

Unlike legal immigrants who obey
our laws and do everything our country
asks of them, the first act of these 6.9
million aliens who have illegally en-
tered our country is to commit a Fed-
eral crime. I have watched them per-
sonally taunt our Border Patrol at the
border as they do so.

Woke cities and States have passed
sanctuary laws that forbid our law en-
forcement officials to turn over illegal
aliens who have committed other
crimes to ICE for deportation as the
law requires. This administration has
made these policies national by refus-
ing to enforce over a million court-or-
dered deportations.

It shouldn’t surprise us that many
who are willing to violate our immi-
gration laws are also willing to violate
the rest of our laws, as well. The num-
ber of terrorist suspects that the Bor-
der Patrol has encountered has
ballooned exponentially, and law en-
forcement officials are warning that
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among the 1.9 million got-aways—
mostly single, military-aged men—is
likely a dangerous fifth column, which
could soon launch devastating attacks
within our borders.

Fentanyl brought in through the
open border is Kkilling hundreds of
Americans every day. The Democrats’
sanctuary policies hamstring attempts
to deport criminal illegal aliens. Worst
of all, the admission of untold thou-
sands of the most vicious gang mem-
bers on the planet is now producing a
terrible butcher’s bill of murders and
assaults on Americans.

When the Federation for American
Immigration Reform looked at the re-
quests by States to be reimbursed for
the cost of incarcerating aliens, they
found that immigrants are 231 percent
more likely jailed for crimes in Cali-
fornia, 440 percent more likely in New
Jersey, and 60 percent more likely in
Texas, just to name a few.

Immigrants are 231 percent more
likely to be jailed in California, accord-
ing to their own SCAAP numbers. You
won’t find that anywhere else because
it is illegal in California to otherwise
report the immigration status of crimi-
nals and criminal suspects. By their
criteria, not a single crime is com-
mitted by illegals in California, yet
their jails are overflowing with them.

As of last December, there were at
least 617,000 aliens on Immigration and
Customs Enforcement’s non-detained
docket who have criminal convictions
or pending criminal charges. Yet, these
dangerous offenders are out on Amer-
ican streets, free to re-offend.

This past year, Mr. Biden removed 60
percent fewer criminal illegal aliens
than Trump did in 2019 despite an expo-
nential increase of illegal aliens enter-
ing our country, and we are seeing the
results every day in murders and as-
saults on America’s streets and in
empty chairs at Americans’ family din-
ner tables.

Earlier this year, New York City Po-
lice Commissioner Edward Caban de-
clared that ‘‘a wave of migrant crime
has washed over our city.” He should
know because, earlier this year, a
group of illegal aliens brutally as-
saulted two NYPD officers. New York
Mayor Eric Adams described the as-
sault as ‘‘an attack on the foundation
of our symbol of safety.” He then
called on the city council to consider if
there should be more collaboration
with Federal immigration officials. I
suppose it is better late than never.

The bill before us today, H.R. 8146,
the Police Our Border Act, requires the
Attorney General to submit a report to
Congress on the impact of the Biden
border policies on law enforcement of-
ficers. This report would document of-
ficer safety concerns that are linked to
increased cross-border movement, such
as fentanyl exposure and assaults on
law enforcement officers. The report
would also examine the overall burden
of this unfolding tragedy on law en-
forcement capabilities and officer mo-
rale.
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Our men and women in blue continue
to protect our communities even when
our communities don’t fully support
them. We owe them better as a nation.
With this measure, we declare our de-
termination to recognize and document
the threats they face so that we can
enact measures to make it harder for a
President to ever again unleash these
threats upon the American people.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, this year, our Republican
majority has wasted time passing three
different but equally meaningless reso-
lutions related to the Biden adminis-
tration’s immigration policies. This
week, we debated a fourth.

We now move on to yet another
meaningless and poorly written piece
of immigration legislation. Just like
the four resolutions, this bill is full of
empty rhetoric that will do nothing to
solve the situation at the border.
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Not a single dollar will go to help our
law enforcement agents at the border
as a result of this bill. Not a single per-
son will be denied entry to this country
as a result of this bill. Not a single
community will be made safer as a re-
sult of this bill.

It is just another stale attempt to de-
monize and fearmonger about immi-
grants wrapped in fresh packaging.

The bill itself is an oddly written and
thrown together reporting bill that
claims to require the Attorney General
to produce a report on the impact of
the Biden border crisis on Federal,
State and Tribal law enforcement.

When it comes to reporting bills, I
am usually supportive. It is essential
for us to conduct oversight of the exec-
utive branch, and reports are an impor-
tant way to do that.

Unfortunately, this bill is such a
sham and is riddled with so much mis-
information and blatantly partisan po-
litical rhetoric masquerading as fact
that I cannot support it.

Here is just one example of how poor-
ly written the bill is. It requires the
Attorney General to report on the im-
pact of the so-called Biden border crisis
without defining that term. Without a
definition, the term is meaningless,
and the Attorney General would have
no guidance to know what data the re-
port should actually contain.

The obvious cheap political rhetoric
exposes this legislation as an unserious
messaging bill. Beyond that, in a world
where my Republican colleagues con-
sistently say that they do not trust the
Attorney General to carry out their in-
tent, the lack of definitions makes lit-
tle sense.

The bill also attempts, incorrectly,
to paint undocumented migrants as
being the primary source of fentanyl
brought into the country, when we
know that this is not true. The vast
majority of fentanyl is seized at ports
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of entry, trafficked by U.S. citizens.
Over 86 percent of those convicted for
fentanyl-related drug trafficking con-
victions are U.S. citizens.

Furthermore, cartels are not risking
their product on people who illicitly
cross the border between points of
entry. In fiscal year 2023, CBP seized
approximately 27,000 pounds of
fentanyl. Less than 10 percent of those
drugs were seized by the Border Patrol.

The vast majority, or roughly 90 per-
cent of fentanyl, was seized by the Of-
fice of Field Operations, which mans
the ports of entry.

Lastly, the bill asks the Attorney
General to report on the resources de-
voted to addressing the border and the
resources that are ‘‘not available to
law enforcement agencies.”

However, at every turn, it has been
Republicans who have voted against
giving DHS the resources it needs to do
its job. In 2021, all but six current
House Republicans voted against the
bipartisan infrastructure deal, which
provided additional funding to mod-
ernize ports of entry and allow for non-
intrusive inspections to combat the
smuggling of people and drugs.

Likewise, all but two current House
Republicans voted against providing
robust funding for Customs and Border
Protection and border security oper-
ations in the FY 2023 appropriations
omnibus legislation.

That bill provided more than $17 bil-
lion to CBP, including $60 million to
hire an additional 125 CBP officers and
$70 million for nonintrusive inspection
technology to detect narcotics and fire-
arms at ports of entry.

When it comes to the President’s sup-
plemental request, which would pro-
vide $14 billion for border security, we
have not had a single hearing, let alone
a vote on the request. The President
has requested vital funds for 375 immi-
gration judges and 1,600 asylum officers
to speed up processing of asylum
claims so that people could get their
asylum claims adjudicated in weeks,
not in years.

The Republicans are fond of talking
about catch and release, but that is be-
cause it takes years for someone to get
his asylum case adjudicated. The Presi-
dent has requested these funds, and if
he got the 3756 immigration judges and
1,600 asylum officers as well as the
funds, you would adjudicate these cases
in weeks, not years.

He has also asked for funds for addi-
tional personnel at ports of entry and
technology to stop drugs from coming
into the country. The Republicans have
said no.

As a final indication of just how
unserious this bill is, its findings state
that Congress should pass and the
President should sign into law ‘‘strong
border security legislation.”

Never mind the fact that it was
House Republicans who walked away
from a bill negotiated by one of the
most conservative Members of the Sen-
ate, a bill that Senator MCCONNELL
called the toughest border bill in 30
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years, all because Donald Trump told
them he wanted the issue for the elec-
tion, not a solution.

Now, I know my Republican friends
will say, well, there is H.R. 2, which is
a better bill. Well, I don’t know wheth-
er it is a better bill, but it is a bill that
cannot pass. It could not get more than
32 votes in the Senate with 49 Repub-
lican Members.

You don’t get strong border security
legislation by passing congressional
resolutions and reports. You have to do
the hard work of legislating, but that
appears to be far beyond the capacity
of this Republican majority. Instead,
they are reduced to pointless bills like
this that accomplish nothing and are
full of misleading talking points.

We deserve better than this waste of
time.

I urge my colleagues to oppose this
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, when
my friend complains about partisan
Republican rhetoric, I would advise
him to listen to his own constituents
who are begging their Representatives
in New York and Chicago and Denver
whose social services are being over-
whelmed by the tidal wave of illegal
immigration that this administration
has unleashed and that my friend has
defended every day in this House.

He complains that the term ‘‘Biden
border crisis’ isn’t defined. He might
want to open his eyes and look around
him or open his ears to hear the pleas
of his own constituents.

Mr. Chair, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO), the author
of this measure.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Chair,
not really sure where to begin.

My friend across the aisle said that
we would talk about H.R. 2, but that it
didn’t have the votes to pass. Well, I
think we are in the same situation as
the imaginary bill he talks about
which never made it out of the Senate
and wasn’t a solution. It was a sur-
render.

If you need a definition of the ‘‘Biden
border crisis,” let’s talk about the over
8 million illegal migrants that have
come over this border since Joe Biden
has taken office.

Let’s talk about the over 1.3 million
known got-aways that have come into
this country that we don’t know what
they are doing, who they are talking
to, or who they are associating with.

Let’s talk about the record number
of illegal narcotics that have come
across the southern border.

Let’s talk about the problems, the
draining of resources that the migrant
crisis, the Biden border crisis, is leav-
ing on law enforcement across this
country.

I am not just going to focus on police
departments back in New York. Let’s
start farther away. Let’s start with and
talk about sheriffs and deputies along
the southern border who have said that
the Biden border crisis has affected

I am
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every single bit of industry in their
State or county.

Let’s talk about sheriffs that, Mr.
Chair, we have visited who have said
their jails are full to capacity. Why?
Because of the Biden border crisis.

I am not really sure what my good
friend from New York across the aisle
needs more explanation about the
Biden border crisis, but I will tell you
this: Law enforcement throughout this
country has made it explicitly clear.
They have made it explicitly clear that
they need help, that they need commu-
nication, and that is exactly what this
bill does.

It is not a messaging bill.

It requires the Justice Department to
provide to law enforcement agencies
information, intelligence, and explain
to them the issues that are plaguing
this country that the migrants are af-
fecting so that we, Congress, can pro-
vide the resources that these law en-
forcement agencies need.

Now, this isn’t just Republicans talk-
ing about this. The very city that my
friend across the aisle represents, the
mayor of the city of New York, Eric
Adams, has said: ‘“The migrant crisis
will destroy New York City.”

I have to remind my friend across the
aisle that the very department who
provides him executive protection, the
New York City Police Department, has
said that they need more information
and that communication between law
enforcement agencies should be better.
Whether it is Customs and Border Pro-
tection, whether it is local agencies,
whether it is other Federal agencies,
the communication should be better.

So this is a step in the right direc-
tion to make sure that law enforce-
ment agencies throughout the country
have the ability and have the informa-
tion that they need to effectively pro-
tect and serve the communities they
represent.

You see, H.R. 2 was a great starting
point. Over a year ago, House Repub-
licans not only put H.R. 2 across the
finish line in the Homeland Security
Committee but got it across the finish
line on the floor of this House. It was
voted against by Democrats. It was
sent over to the Senate where it has
collected dust on CHUCK SCHUMER’S
desk. It has collected dust, and in the
process, the crisis at our southern bor-
der, Mr. Chair, the Biden border crisis,
has gotten worse. It has affected more
people. People have died because of the
failed policies of Joe Biden and Sec-
retary Mayorkas.

The fact that we have our colleagues
on the other side of the aisle saying
that this is about messaging, well, Mr.
Chair, I wonder if they would deliver
that same message to the family and
loved ones of victims who have fallen
prey to the Biden border crisis.

Mr. Chair, when we are back home in
our districts, we need to assure our
constituents. They need to know that
we are committed and dedicated to
fact-finding and well-researched policy.

Mr. Chair, the other side of the aisle
can’t support this simply because they
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are trying to deny that there is even a
crisis. The fact that we are wondering
what is the definition of the Biden bor-
der crisis is actually scary. It is either
they are not paying attention, they are
not reading the newspapers, they are
not focused on the facts, or they just
don’t care.

What I will tell you is there is a cri-
sis, and the crisis has gotten worse be-
cause of Joe Biden.

We have seen migrants in some vid-
eos that have gone viral on social
media. As a matter of fact, two of the
victims of some of these crimes were
my guests right here at the State of
the Union, two members of the NYPD
who were brutally attacked in Midtown
Manhattan by illegal migrants.

We know for a fact that migrants
smuggle narcotics into this country.
We know for a fact that illegal mi-
grants have been arrested for brutal
crimes and for making communities
less safe.

We know for a fact that illegal mi-
grants have been part of burglary
rings, not just in sanctuary cities, but
in places that surround them, like my
home on Long Island.

This is a crisis. It is the Biden border
crisis. This piece of legislation is com-
mon sense. It is about making sure
that we provide the necessary informa-
tion, communication, and resources to
law enforcement agencies throughout
this country so that they can continue
to do the best with what they have,
they continue to do the best with the
hurdles that are in front of them, that
they continue to do the best because
they are facing, just like all of us, the
historic disaster at our southern border
that is the Biden border crisis.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

My friend from New York talks about
the Biden border crisis, and he talks
about the bill that failed in the Senate
because the former President, former
President Trump, told the Senate, told
Republicans not to vote for it because
he wanted an issue. He didn’t want the
problem solved; he wanted an issue.
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He said it in his own words. Congress-
man NEHLS said it in his own words.

H.R. 2, which they claim to support,
in fact, would never get more than 32
votes in a 49 Republican Member Sen-
ate. Republicans didn’t support it,
never mind the Democrats.

The only viable bill was the bill ne-
gotiated by MITCH MCCONNELL and Sen-
ator LANKFORD. It was the most con-
servative bill in a generation, and one
that was supported by the union rep-
resenting the Border Patrol people.
However, that bill was killed because
President Trump wanted no progress
and said so. At least he was honest
about it. He said: I don’t want any
progress in this area. I want an issue.

My Republican friends are talking
about the issue that could have been
solved by now if it weren’t for Presi-
dent Trump’s ordering them not to
solve it.
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We will hear a lot of rhetoric about
solving a problem when they are par-
ticipating in what amounts to a plot
not to solve the problem by passing the
strict bill that could have been passed,
that was supported by and that is sup-
ported by the union representing the
border patrolmen and could actually
solve the problem.

They don’t want to solve the prob-
lem. They just want to talk about the
problem.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, my friend calls the Senate
bill the only viable bill.

If it is so viable, then where is it?

The Senate bill could not be passed
by the Senate.

H.R. 2 was passed out of this House
and did ultimately receive, I believe, 47
votes in the Senate. The Democrats
love to tout the Senate bill. That bill
would not have ended Biden’s open-bor-
der policies. It would have institu-
tionalized them.

Current law gives the President full
authority to secure our border. Trump
proved that. It requires asylum claim-
ants to be detained. Trump did that.

This bill that he talks about would
leave future Presidents powerless to se-
cure the border until illegal immigra-
tion reaches 4,000 a day, 1.5 million a
year, and it would have required that
they be released into our country. That
is the Democrats’ idea of border secu-
rity, a guaranteed 4,000 illegal aliens
being released into our country every
day.

Mr. Chair, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. BACON).

Mr. BACON. Mr. Chair, I thank my
colleague, my friend from California,
for yielding.

Mr. Chair, I want to speak on H.R.
354, the previous bill that we just de-
bated on. It is my legislation that I
have worked on for 7 years. It is the
LEOSA Reform Act.

What does this bill do?

It says that if you are a retired law
enforcement officer, Mr. Chair, or if
you are an off-duty law enforcement of-
ficer and you maintain your gun quali-
fications, then you can carry your side-
arm. We used to have LEOSA that was
standardized throughout all 50 States,
but over time, over the last decade, it
has gotten very uneven, and it has been
chipped away at in various States. We
want to level the table again for all of
our law enforcement officers.

When I talk to our county sheriffs,
and I have three of them, this is their
number one priority. Their number one
ask is to get LEOSA passed again.
When I talk to our Federal law enforce-
ment, it is also one of the top requests
that they have.

Mr. Chair, why is it called the law
enforcement safety bill?

It is because, just picture, if you will,
if you are in a theater, and someone
who is deranged starts shooting their
weapon at people, hurting or killing in-
nocent people, who would you want to
have in there, Mr. Chair?
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I would want to have an off-duty po-
liceman or a retired policeman who has
maintained their qualifications and
who has been trained to respond to
these kinds of killers and these kind of
incidents.

This is what LEOSA allows. It im-
proves the safety of wherever they are
with these retired policemen or off-
duty policemen.

I have talked to Federal agents who
have arrested serious narcotics dealers,
and they have a price on their head.
They have a bounty, if you will. When
they are retired, they want to carry, as
well, to defend themselves and their
family.

Mr. Chair, I hope we can have a bi-
partisan vote on this bill. It is one of
the top requests of law enforcement of-
ficers at the local, State, county, and
Federal level for us to get this done.
This would be a way to say thank you
to the law enforcement who serve
every day, who put their lives on the
line, and who still want to serve when
they are retired and be there when and
if needed.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I yield such
time as she may consume to the gen-
tlewoman from New Mexico (Ms.
STANSBURY).

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Chair, as it is
National Police Week, I want to begin
by thanking all of our law enforcement
for their service and their sacrifice on
behalf of our communities.

As we do so, we honor and remember
those who have passed in the line of
duty, including so many in New Mex-
ico, including New Mexico State Pa-
trolman Justin Hare and Las Cruces
Police Department Patrol Officer
Jonah Hernandez who died in the line
of duty just this year.

I stand to oppose this bill, but I also
stand deeply proud to serve New Mexi-
co’s First Congressional District,
which includes the Albuquerque metro
area, the seven counties, two Tribal na-
tions, and dozens of State, county,
Tribal, local law enforcement and
emergency service agencies, and Fed-
eral law enforcement.

From Sandoval, Bernalillo, and Va-
lencia Counties in the north, and Tor-
rance, Lincoln, Chaves, Guadalupe, and
De Baca in the south and east, our
State, county, and local law enforce-
ment agencies care for our commu-
nities, and keep them safe every day.

Likewise, our Federal law enforce-
ment are working overtime in New
Mexico to crack down on cartels to
keep drug traffickers and dangerous
drugs off our streets.

We thank them for their service and
their sacrifice.

We know that public safety and the
fentanyl crisis are ravishing our com-
munities, and they are on the front
lines.

That is why I have worked since day
one in office to help secure millions in
funding for our law enforcement for
tools, technology, and equipment to
support their work. I have fought for
funding for recruitment and retention.
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This includes millions in State funding
I helped secure during my time in the
legislature. It also includes millions I
helped secure in the Congress for State
police to detect and tackle fentanyl;
$18 million for law enforcement equip-
ment and vehicles, new emergency fire
stations for Moriarty, Sandia Pueblo,
and Peralta; and more than $17 million
for behavioral and mental health serv-
ices.

Nevertheless, we know that fighting
the fentanyl crisis and fighting the
public safety and behavioral health cri-
sis will take more than just stopping
the flow of drugs and other materials
into our communities.

It requires that we also face the re-
alities of addiction and the people who
are hurting in our communities.

It requires that we listen to and sup-
port the people who are facing the re-
alities and the relentless challenges of
the opioid crisis, who are struggling
with addiction and the daily tragedies
that overwhelm our first responders
and emergency rooms, and the thou-
sands who have died in New Mexico
alone from this problem.

That is why I have also been working
to help secure millions for behavioral
health to expand clinics and housing
opportunities in Albuquerque, vet-
erans’ transitional housing, the First
Nation’s Clinic, healthcare for the
homeless, and other vital programs.

Moreover, it is why I am also spon-
soring legislation to stop pill presses
from being used to dump dangerous
drugs in our communities and to get
emergency overdose medicine into pub-
lic venues.

These are the realities of how we deal
with the fentanyl crisis. This is what
our law enforcement are asking us to
do. New Mexico is a border State. New
Mexico is on the front line of the
fentanyl crisis.

We have to do much more. It takes
resources to fight these challenges. We
have to invest in technology, tools, and
staffing to stop the flow of drugs into
this country. It means we have to fund
and support our State, local, and Trib-
al law enforcement so that they can ac-
tually protect our communities.

In addition, it means that we have to
take seriously and make a sustained
investment in our broken healthcare
and behavioral health system.

Most importantly, above all else, it
means stop playing politics with the
lives of our people because we already
know the solutions to these problems.
We don’t need another messaging bill
here on the House floor. We need solu-
tions.

While you are sitting here lecturing
us on your messaging bill, the Speaker
of the House and Members of the House
majority are standing in front of a Fed-
eral courthouse in New York City in
matching outfits defending a sex of-
fender in his hush money trial.

It is a brave statement to stand on
the House floor today while that is
going on and lecture us about solutions
for our communities when one-half of
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their caucus isn’t even present here in
the Chamber.

Now, we already tried to pass a bipar-
tisan solution. In fact, the Senate tried
for months. In fact, it was led by a Sen-
ate GOP Member, and it was single-
handedly blocked by Donald Trump be-
cause he told Members of this Chamber
and others that he thought it would be
bad for his campaign.

Is this the party of law and order?

Is this what the American people are
asking us to do?

Our families and our communities
are not a political joke. They are not a
political bargaining chip. This is about
real people, people like one of my clos-
est friends who died from a fentanyl
overdose with two young children at
home and the thousands of others who
are suffering with addiction and suf-
fering from the challenges that our
communities are facing.

Stop wasting our time. Stop offering
false and empty words, and please join
us for real solutions to help our com-
munities.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. LALOTA).
Pursuant to House rules, the Chair
would remind Members to refrain from
engaging in personalities toward pre-
sumptive nominees for the Office of
President.

The gentlewoman from Washington
controls the remainder of the time, and
she reserves the balance of her time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, in response to that tirade,
let me just remind the gentlewoman
that 6.9 million illegal immigrants
have been admitted into our country in
violation of our immigration laws
since this administration took office.

The gentlewoman speaks of all the
taxpayer money that she generously
volunteers to pour into our social serv-
ices. Well, I have news for her: That
safety net has been shredded by their
open-border policies.

The Federation for American Immi-
gration Reform estimates that just in
the last year the cost to our public
schools is $70 billion just to educate
the children of the illegals whom they
have admitted into this country and
$22 billion in costs to our hospitals.

Now, I submit to you, Mr. Chair, that
if Republicans were to suggest we
should cut $70 billion from public edu-
cation or $22 billion from our public
hospitals, there would be complete out-
rage on the other side of the aisle, and
yet that is exactly what their open-
border policies are costing us right
now. That is a travesty.

There is one way to solve this, and
that is to secure our borders as we had
accomplished under President Trump.

That is why there are so many Mem-
bers over there right now to defend a
President who actually is serious about
defending our borders.

Mr. Chair, I am ready to close when
the gentlewoman is, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, may I ask
how much time is remaining.
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Washington has 15 minutes re-
maining.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chairman, I am
prepared to close, and I yield myself
the balance of my time.

Mr. Chairman, while you may not
know it from some of the language
that is being used today, we are debat-
ing a poorly written ‘‘reporting bill”’
that will do nothing.

This bill is full of empty rhetoric, it
makes no policy changes to address the
outdated immigration system, and it
provides no funding of any Kkind.

All this bill does is attempt to
produce a onetime politically moti-
vated report on the so-called Biden bor-
der crisis, just one report. That is it.

Give me a break.

Even though the entire bill is focused
on reporting requirements related to
the ‘‘Biden border -crisis,” the bill
doesn’t even define the term.

It is as if we needed more proof that
this is not serious legislation and that
it is more about messaging than con-
gressional oversight of the executive
branch.

Why are we continuing to waste our
time marking up these meaningless
messaging bills?

I have said this before, and I am
going to say it again because the same
resolutions keep coming up over and
over again, so I feel as if I need to re-
peat myself.

The situation at the border is di-
rectly linked to the fact that the legal
immigration system has not been mod-
ernized in 30 years. It has been left in
chaos because it has not been updated
to meet the needs of our country
today.
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When the legal process is so outdated
that it takes decades for green card
holders to get their children into the
country, or when employers simply
can’t get visas for the people that they
need to hire because 2 million people
are in processing backlogs, or when we
have so few immigration judges that
asylum seekers wait over 8 years to get
their cases heard, then people turn to
unscrupulous actors, including the car-
tels. The cartels promise desperate
people that they can escape dangerous
situations by paying cartels to get
them in to seek safety by crossing the
border.

If my colleagues on the other side
were serious about addressing the situ-
ation, Republicans would work with us
to fix the immigration system to pro-
vide people with workable ways to im-
migrate.

That would disempower the cartels.
It would ensure the integrity of the
border. It would give us what we all
want, which is order at the border that
is fueled and made possible by a legal
immigration system that works and a
legal immigration system that pro-
vides pathways for people to come to
work here, to be with their families,
and to contribute to our economy.
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That is what we need right now, but
here we are. Instead of that, we are de-
fending a bill with no chance of becom-
ing law or solving the problem. Repub-
licans are showing clearly what we
Democrats have been saying over and
over again, that my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle don’t want to do
anything that would help fix the bro-
ken immigration system. Instead of
solving the problem, Republicans want
to continue to weaponize the border as
a political issue for this election year.

Rather than debating meaningless
bills, we should be exploring how to
meaningfully reform the broken immi-
gration system and expand lawful im-
migration to the United States, given
the very clear and documented benefits
that that brings.

In 2021 alone, DACA recipients paid
$6.5 billion in taxes; refugees paid al-
most $28 billion in taxes; and TPS hold-
ers paid $2.2 billion in taxes. Likewise,
in 2021, undocumented immigrants paid
approximately $18.6 million in Federal
income taxes and $12.2 billion in State
and local taxes.

Recently, the Department of Health
and Human Services released a study
demonstrating that refugees and
asylees generated $124 billion in fiscal
benefits over 15 years, and the Congres-
sional Budget Office, a nonpartisan en-
tity, recently released a report finding
that recent immigrants who joined the
workforce will actually add $1 trillion
of revenue to our country’s GDP be-
tween 2023 and 2034.

It is also estimated that putting un-
documented immigrants on a roadmap
to citizenship would not only increase
U.S. GDP by $1.7 trillion over the next
decade, but that action would also
raise wages for all Americans and cre-
ate hundreds of thousands of new jobs.

Unfortunately, Republicans talk a
big game when it comes to immigra-
tion and border security, but instead of
trying to pass thoughtful, bipartisan
legislation to address problems in our
immigration system, my colleagues
waste our time on bills like the ones
before us today.

Members don’t have to just take it
from me. The fact is that the second
most conservative Republican Senator
in the United States Senate crafted a
bill with some Democratic support to
put forward before us on immigration
reform, and Republicans decided that
the majority didn’t even want to con-
sider that bill or vote on that bill. Do
my colleagues know why? Because
Donald Trump told them not to be-
cause it would take away what Repub-
licans see as an election issue.

I believe the American people are
smarter than that.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to oppose this meaningless bill and to
see very clearly that Republicans are
not interested in solutions, in gov-
erning, but are just interested in mean-
ingless messaging bills to try to divide
us when we really should be cele-
brating the tremendous benefits that
immigrants contribute to our country
every single day.
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Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. McCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
yield to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PFLUGER).

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in support of H.R. 8146, the Police Our
Border Act.

On National Police Week, I am proud
to join my colleagues in hosting meet-
ings, speaking on the floor, and holding
hearings, like we had today with my
colleague, Mr. D’ESPOSITO, to honor
the dedication and sacrifice of our law
enforcement and first responders.

It is so important for us to thank our
men and women who put their lives on
the line every day while knowing the
dangers that await them to keep our
families, communities, children, and
loved ones safe.

There is no denying that our law en-
forcement has fallen under attack in
recent years as Democratic govern-
ments cave to the defund the police
movement.

The crisis at our southern border now
affects every State, every town, every
congressional district, and it certainly
affects our law enforcement heroes, as
we heard during testimony this week.

Congress should be using every tool
and resource available to support our
officers. With enough fentanyl coming
across the border each year to kill
every American seven times over,
criminal illegal aliens being let free to
roam in our communities, community
resources being handed out to individ-
uals who have been deported multiple
times, and women and children being
raped and killed, the crisis has reached
a breaking point.

Federal, State, local, and Tribal law
enforcement are suffering the worst
consequences of President Biden’s bor-
der crisis, and they need the Police Our
Border Act now. This bill provides crit-
ical solutions that hold Congress and
the administration accountable and en-
sure we are showing up for our law en-
forcement, and not just showing up,
but that we show them our support
through our voting here in Congress.

Mr. Chairman, I hope and ask for col-
leagues’ support on this very impor-
tant act.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself the balance of my time to
close.

To sum up, without law enforcement,
there is no law, and without law, there
is no civilization. Without immigration
enforcement, there are no Dborders.
Without borders, there is no country.

This is where the woke left is taking
us, and it is time for Americans to de-
cide how much farther we want to
allow them to take us down this dismal
and dangerous road.

I think the American people are enti-
tled to ask this administration and its
apologists in this Congress: How do we
make our streets safer by making it all
but impossible to deport criminal ille-
gal aliens, as the law requires? How do
we make our families safer by flooding
our communities with deadly fentanyl?
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How do we make our children safer by
not vetting every person who enters
our country to keep the criminals out?
How do we make our neighborhoods
safer by refusing to prosecute criminal
illegal aliens to the fullest extent of
the law? How do we make our highways
safer by creating the conditions of
deadly high-speed chases and drunk
driving? How do we protect our country
as untold numbers of terrorists enter
among the 1.9 million known got-aways
who have entered under Joe Biden’s
nose? How do we make our commu-
nities safer as criminal gangs and
criminal cartels set up shop in our cit-
ies for their lethal business of child
trafficking, drug trafficking, extortion,
and crime?

These are the questions that have
gone unanswered since this administra-
tion took office and with which our
local law enforcement officials must
grapple every day at the peril of their
own lives in order to protect ours.

The Democrats just don’t seem to
care, but America cares. Americans are
dealing with this entirely preventable
crisis every day, and our law enforce-
ment officers are the heroes who pro-
tect our families and our communities
every day. We owe it to them to docu-
ment the truth, to acknowledge it, and
to act on it. That is what this bill
would do, and I urge the House to adopt
it.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. All time for gen-
eral debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

The amendment in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, printed in the
bill, shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be consid-
ered as an original bill for purpose of
further amendment under the 5-minute
rule, and shall be considered as read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

H.R. 8146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “‘Police Our Bor-
der Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds as follows:

(1) Our Federal, State, local, and Tribal law
enforcement officers put their lives on the line
each day in order to protect our country and
serve their communities.

(2) According to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officer Memorial Fund, 136 law enforce-
ment officers died in the line-of-duty in 2023.

(3) Congress should do everything in its power
to support law enforcement officers at every
level and in every part of our nation.

(4) The southwest border crisis created by the
Biden Administration has made every state a
border state.

(5) The Biden border crisis has placed a bur-
den on law enforcement agencies across the na-
tion and has placed a significant strain on the
resources that are critical to keeping commu-
nities safe.
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(6) Law enforcement officers in every state are
put in life-threatening scenarios as a direct re-
sult of the open borders.

(7) Law enforcement has been forced to deal
with the influx of fentanyl and many officers
are exposed to the drug while on duty.

(8) It is in the best interest of law enforcement
officers and the communities they serve for Con-
gress to pass, and the President to sign into law,
strong border security legislation.

SEC. 3. REPORT.

Not later than 180 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Attorney General shall
submit to Congress a report on the impact the
Biden border crisis is having on law enforcement
officers at the Federal, State, local, and Tribal
level, including—

(1) the estimated dollar amount of all re-
sources devoted to addressing the Biden border
crisis, and the extent to which such resources
are not available to law enforcement agencies;

(2) the exposure of law enforcement officers to
fentanyl resulting from encounters with illegal
aliens at the border and in the United States;

(3) injuries to law enforcement officers based
on a connection to the Biden border crisis or ex-
posure to fentanyl; and

(4) the morale of law enforcement officers.

The Acting CHAIR. No further
amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed
in part B of House Report 118-511. Each
such further amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the
report, by a Member designated in the
report, shall be considered as read,
shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question.

The Chair understands amendment
Nos. 1 and 2 will not be offered.
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. D’ESPOSITO

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 3 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Chair, I rise as
the designee of the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MOLINARO), and I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 5, line 3, strike ‘“‘and”’.

Page 5, line 4, strike the period and insert
“;and”.

Page 5, after line 4, insert the following:

(5) the recruiting impact on hiring law en-
forcement as a result of the Biden border cri-
sis.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment, offered by my good friend
and fellow New Yorker, Mr. MOLINARO,
would add an important provision to
my legislation. If adopted, it would en-
sure that my bill, in addition to meas-
uring things like exposure to fentanyl,
injuries, and morale, would also meas-
ure the Biden border crisis’ effects on
recruitment.

Mr. Chairman, in my capacity as a
member of the House Homeland Secu-
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rity Committee, we have taken time to
interview countless law enforcement
professionals from all across this Na-
tion and at every rank. Mr. Chairman,
we have heard time and time again
that today’s political climate, both in
terms of the demands made of law en-
forcement but also the flagrant lack of
respect and appreciation for law en-
forcement by many on the other side of
the aisle, has made it difficult to re-
cruit and retain law enforcement offi-
cers.

It is for that reason that I am proud
to offer and support Mr. MOLINARO’S
amendment to my bill. It is in the in-
terest of the American people that we
learn all the effects of this tragic Biden
border crisis on law enforcement, in-
cluding and especially this crisis’ effect
on recruitment.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in opposition to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Washington is recognized for 5
minutes.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment furthers the major drafting
problems in this legislation by asking
the Attorney General to report on how
the so-called Biden border crisis im-
pacted law enforcement recruiting.

As I said earlier, there is no defini-
tion for the ‘“Biden border crisis,” and
this amendment highlights just how
unserious this legislation is.

How on Earth is the Attorney Gen-
eral supposed to determine how the
border impacts law enforcement re-
cruitment? Are local law enforcement
agencies going to have to go to all the
candidates who turned down job offers
and ask them if their decision was in-
fluenced by the border?

This bill is a huge waste of time, and
this amendment serves only to make
this poorly drafted bill even more in-
comprehensible. I, therefore, oppose its
adoption, and I encourage my col-
leagues to oppose it, as well.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
D’ESPOSITO).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 4 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 5, line 3, strike ‘“‘and’’.

Page 5, line 4, strike the period and insert
‘s and”.

Page 5, after line 4, insert the following:

(5) estimated dollar amount States ex-
pended on local law enforcement efforts to
investigate, intercept, and process, which in-
cludes the entire evidence lifecycle, from
collection and analysis to storage and final
destruction, fentanyl trafficked from the
United States border.
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The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. NUNN) and a Member
opposed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chairman,
the administration’s failure to secure
our southern border has turned all of
our States into border States.

The administration’s open-border
policies have allowed an influx of over
8 million illegal migrants and more
than 27,000 pounds of deadly fentanyl,
and that is just what we know of, to
enter our country.

BEarlier this year, fentanyl hurt so
many of our families, so I invited folks
from my district. Deric and Kathy Kidd
joined me to hear what our country
could do during the State of the Union
to help fight the fentanyl crisis, the
synthetic drug made in China that en-
ters our country illegally, primarily
through our southern border, which has
so far been left completely unpro-
tected. We honor the loss of their son.
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At 17, he lost his life and became one
of 1560 Americans every day dying from
the fentanyl crisis.

We looked for answers from the ad-
ministration to close the border that
they could do on day one, to be able to
stand up and make sure that catch and
release is ended, and to reinstate re-
main in Mexico.

The administration chose to do none
of those things, and they have put our
law enforcement on the front lines of
defending our communities not just
from local policing but from the threat
posed by this deadly drug.

Mr. Chair, no family should experi-
ence what the Kidd family did. This, in
their own words, could and should have
been prevented but, unfortunately, it
remains.

Most recently, Interstate 35 that ex-
tends from Mexico north right into my
district in Iowa was the site of the
largest seizure of fentanyl near Des
Moines. A 35-year-old male traveling
from the southern border was inter-
cepted not by Border Patrol or Federal
law enforcement but by local police.
They seized 30,000 fentanyl pills in his
car. Let’s not forget one teaspoon is
more than enough to kill an entire
community.

Luckily, our law enforcement offi-
cers were able to intercept these drugs
and made sure they did not make it to
our State and were not on our streets.
There is no doubt that we must secure
our border to prevent drugs from flow-
ing into our country, but we also need
to address the strain that this places
on families and our local first respond-
ers.

In conversations with sheriffs at the
police departments in my district, I
have talked with too many officers who
shared their work and how it is being
consumed in the fight against fentanyl.

The bottom line is that local law en-
forcement officers should not be over-
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loaded with these issues when we have
a Federal responsibility to assist them.

To better understand how big of an
impact fentanyl is on our communities,
my amendment would require the De-
partment of Justice to detail how
much States have spent on local law
enforcement efforts to investigate,
intercept, and process fentanyl that
has been trafficked across U.S. borders.

By understanding the root of this
challenge, we can better allocate re-
sources and make sure our local law
enforcement has the support they need.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment and the under-
lying bill by Representative
D’ESPosITO, and I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment,
even though I am not opposed to it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chairman, the
Nunn amendment requires the Attor-
ney General to report on how much
each State spent on investigating
fentanyl trafficked through the border.

I do not oppose this amendment be-
cause it does not repeat the same mis-
leading talking points that Repub-
licans often wuse when discussing
fentanyl, and I am grateful to my col-
league across the aisle for that.

I did want to make a couple of points
on this because I think fentanyl is such
an important issue in all of our dis-
tricts. It is a scourge on all of our dis-
tricts, all of our communities. We are
all seeing the effects of fentanyl that is
coming into this country.

We know that fentanyl is being
smuggled into our country and that
some of it comes through our southern
border, but I do want to make clear
that fentanyl is seized primarily at the
ports of entry.

In fiscal year 2023, CBP seized ap-
proximately 27,000 pounds of fentanyl.
Less than 10 percent of the drugs were
actually seized by Border Patrol. The
vast majority, roughly 90 percent of
the drugs, were seized by the Office of
Field Operations, which is the entity
that mans the ports of entry.

I will be clear that the evidence does
not show in any way that asylum seek-
ers are bringing drugs to our shores. In
fact, increasingly, drug cartels are
being very smart about this. They are
recruiting American citizens to bring
drugs across the border through ports
of entry. In 2022, over 89 percent of con-
victed fentanyl traffickers were Amer-
ican citizens.

If my Republican colleagues were se-
rious about stopping the flow of
fentanyl, the flow of drugs across the
border, then I think we should be giv-
ing additional resources to the agen-
cies that are manning those ports of
entry.

Instead, all but six current House Re-
publicans voted against the bipartisan
infrastructure bill, which provided ad-
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ditional funding to ports of entry to
combat the smuggling of people and
drugs. All but two current House Re-
publicans voted against providing ro-
bust funding for border security oper-
ations in the 2023 appropriations omni-
bus legislation, which provided more
than $17 billion to Customs and Border
Protection, including funding for an
additional 300 Border Patrol agents.

The omnibus also included $60 mil-
lion to hire 125 CBP officers and $70
million for mnonintrusive inspection
technology to detect narcotics and fire-
arms at ports of entry. That is exactly
the kind of technology that our Border
Patrol agents are asking us for.

Republicans have also refused to con-
sider President Biden’s emergency sup-
plemental funding request for addi-
tional border resources, which included
$239 million to hire 1,000 additional
CBP officers to stop fentanyl and other
contraband from entering the United
States. It included $100 million for ICE/
Homeland Security Investigations to
investigate and disrupt transnational
criminal organizations and drug traf-
fickers, and it included $849 million for
cutting-edge detection technologies at
ports of entry.

This is the work the Democrats have
been doing to try to address the
scourge of fentanyl that is coming
across our southern border and coming
into our country by supporting law en-
forcement and stopping that fentanyl.

Fentanyl is a huge problem in our
communities. It is important that we
support our law enforcement in fight-
ing against it. This amendment would
simply inform Congress about how
much States are spending to combat
fentanyl and, therefore, I see no reason
to oppose it.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I yield
1 minute to the gentlewoman from In-
diana (Mrs. HOUCHIN).

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Chairman, I rise
in support of my good friend from
Iowa’s amendment and the underlying
bill by Mr. D’EsposITo, H.R. 8146.

The Nunn amendments will provide
policymakers with the information we
need to better support our local and
State law enforcement officers. This is
especially important given the strain
the crisis at our southern border has
placed on our local communities like
the ones we are privileged to represent
in Iowa, Indiana, and New York.

Biden’s border crisis has made all dis-
tricts across the country battlegrounds
where police are fighting the scourge of
fentanyl every day. It is an epidemic,
funded by China, driven by the drug
cartels, and assisted by Biden’s disas-
trous border policies.

During National Police Week and
every week, we should be doing every-
thing in our power to support the men
and women in blue. That is why I am
grateful to the gentleman from Iowa
for his leadership and the gentleman
from New York and encourage all of
our colleagues to support the Nunn
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amendments and Mr. D’ESPOSITO’s bill,
the Police Our Border Act, H.R. 8146.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I yield
30 seconds to the gentleman from New
York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO).

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Chair, every-
one knows the reality of the crisis at
the southern border. We know that
narco-terrorist groups are exploiting
President Biden’s weakness to import
record amounts of fentanyl into the
United States.

Just two milligrams of fentanyl, the
size of a few grains of sand, is a lethal
dose. Seizures of this uniquely dan-
gerous drug by law enforcement agen-
cies have doubled, if not tripled in
some places. We are catching only a
fraction of the fentanyl entering our
Nation, and more data on this issue is
the first step toward stopping that.

Mr. Chair, I encourage all of my col-
leagues to support Mr. NUNN’s amend-
ment.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I think
this can be a bipartisan solution. It im-
pacts all of our communities, all of our
cops, and all of our families.

Mr. Chair, I urge passage of the
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF
IOWA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 5 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 5, line 3, strike ‘“‘and’’.

Page 5, line 4, strike the period and insert
“;and”.

Page 5, after line 4, insert the following:

(5) how many law enforcement officers
have been reassigned and local resources re-
allocated to investigate, intercept, and proc-
ess, which includes the entire evidence
lifecycle, from collection and analysis to
storage and final destruction, fentanyl traf-
ficked from the United States border.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. NUNN) and a Member
opposed each will control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, the in-
flux of fentanyl at the southern border
has truly impacted every American
community.

Since 2021, overdose losses due to
fentanyl have exceeded 200,000. We are
losing over 150 neighbors, community
members, and children daily due to
this deadly drug.

It is truly a weapon of mass destruc-
tion, produced in China, and sent to
the United States with a clear result of
killing our country.

This crisis has persisted due to the
open-border policies of this administra-
tion. The mass importation of fentanyl
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that is being created is resulting in
more and more of not only Communist
China’s ability to influence but Mexi-
can-based cartels to enter and terrorize
every American community.

It is a flood of illicit drugs, and it is
costing every single community more.
The lack of enforcement on our south-
ern border to deal with this flow of
fentanyl is being felt, most poignantly,
by our frontline defenders, the brave
men and women in uniform, our first
responders, many of whom are already
facing staffing shortages back home.

Mr. Chair, I thank the men and
women who are both the front line and
now the last line in the battle against
fentanyl in our communities.

I do a lot of ride-alongs with my
sheriffs and my local law enforcement,
and I have seen firsthand how fentanyl
has hollowed out communities and cre-
ated great pain for so many. There is
more that we can do. Our officers are
left thinly spread out, our constituents
are under siege, and our communities
are literally dying as a result of failed
policy.

We need to better understand the full
scope of the fentanyl crisis, including
the impacts that are occurring to our
local law enforcement. My amendment
to this bill would require the Depart-
ment of Justice to report to Congress
on how many law enforcement officers
have been reassigned, how many local
resources have been reallocated, how
many community policing programs
have been reprioritized or, in some
cases, not prioritized because fentanyl
has become the number one issue that
so many of our local law enforcement
has had to address.

Gaining visibility on where our local
officers are spending their time,
prioritizing the threat, and appro-
priately separating and addressing the
issues at the State and Federal levels,
respectively, is not only imperative; it
is simply prudent.

I am proud to offer this amendment
and urge my colleagues to support it,
along with the underlying text.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, I claim the
time in opposition to the amendment,
even though I am not opposed to it.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment requires the Attorney Gen-
eral to report on how local officers and
resources have been reallocated to
combat fentanyl trafficked through the
border. I do not oppose the amendment
because the amendment itself, like the
previous amendment, does not repeat
the same misleading talking points. I
was ready to give my colleague across
the aisle some credit again, but, unfor-
tunately, the same misleading talking
points were just repeated in talking
about the amendment.

Fentanyl is not coming across the
southern border because of some failed
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border policy. It is coming across the
southern border primarily carried by
American citizens at ports of entry.

This is about providing resources to
our law enforcement officers on the
southern border to be able to have the
technology to detect that fentanyl. It
is about providing enough people so
that they can actually do the kind of
monitoring that they are asking for. It
is about providing the resources that
Democrats put forward as the answer
to this question and Republicans op-
pose time and time again.

I will be very clear that I appreciate
the data that we are getting because
fentanyl is a scourge. I have gone out
with my local firefighters across Se-
attle multiple times, and I will tell you
that 99 percent of their calls are re-
sponding to fentanyl overdoses, to
opioid overdoses, and it is heart-
breaking to see what is happening.

In fact, in my first year, I worked
with Speaker MIKE JOHNSON on a bipar-
tisan allocation of money to provide
other ways of dealing with overdoses
due to opioids and fentanyl on the
streets by actually providing sup-
portive services for law enforcement so
law enforcement wasn’t having to deal
with all of this. I don’t think that this
is something that the majority of our
law enforcement members want to be
dealing with in our cities.

I just want to be clear: We should be
fighting the scourge of fentanyl. We
should be doing it in a bipartisan way.
We should not be doing it as part of
some legislation that is meaningless,
that puts the blame for what is hap-
pening with fentanyl on some ‘‘Biden
border policy that has failed.”
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Combating fentanyl should be a pri-
ority for all of us regardless of what
side of the aisle we are on. We should
not repeat the talking points that are
divisive and untrue in talking about
this issue.

Fentanyl seizures shot up during the
Trump administration and have con-
tinued to rise during the Biden admin-
istration. It is a bipartisan problem.
Fentanyl poisoning is killing so many
beloved members of our communities,
and we have to do everything to stop
it.

Republicans often assert, without
any evidence, that asylum seekers are
the ones that are bringing fentanyl
onto our shores, even though the data
suggests otherwise. Once again, I am
going to repeat this: The vast majority
of fentanyl that is seized coming into
this country is seized at ports of entry,
smuggled in by United States citizens.

Playing politics about such a deadly
substance is extraordinarily irrespon-
sible. Fortunately, the amendment
itself is straightforward, and it aims to
get more data about combating
fentanyl so we can be better informed
about how it is impacting our commu-
nities.

The underlying legislation, on the
other hand, and some of the talking
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points that are used by my colleagues
across the aisle is not that. The under-
lying legislation is poorly written, and
it is misleading. The talking points are
misleading, but the amendment is
clear, and so because of that, I see no
reason to oppose it.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I
thank my colleague on the other side
of the aisle. I think we can all agree
that fentanyl is a challenge and that it
is Kkilling Americans at an unprece-
dented rate. Fentanyl now Kkills more
Americans from my daughter’s age to
my age, and I am getting to be an old
man. We should not be in this position.

The reality is that our frontline de-
fenders have become our local law en-
forcement, and collectively I think we
absolutely agree that this should never
have happened. This amendment moves
forward with the ability to identify
this and to help to prioritize these re-
sources.

I will say to my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle: There is a way
to end this. We recognize immediately
that fentanyl comes largely from
China. We recognize immediately that
it is coming across our southern bor-
der, and in this there is no dispute.

“Shut down the border” should be a
great mantra for all of us to be able to
save lives. Today, the administration
can do that. It can end the catch and
release program; it can reinstate a re-
main in Mexico policy; it can ensure
that the drugs flowing across our
southern border are intercepted there,
so they don’t end up being intercepted
on our streets, in our hometowns, in
the heart of the heartland in commu-
nities like mine in Iowa.

Mr. Chair, I don’t want to see an-
other child, friend, or neighbor die be-
cause we at the Federal level have
failed to do our job. By prioritizing
these resources, we can better identify
what other services are being left be-
hind and what other communities are
endangered because their first priority
has to be intercepting fentanyl.

Mr. Chair, I encourage passage of the
amendment and the underlying bill,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. DESJARLAIS).
The gentleman’s time has expired.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Chair, here I was
coming to the floor thinking that I
could support an amendment that
made sense to me about fighting the
scourge of fentanyl, and I do support
the amendment because I think data
will be good for us.

I just would say to my friend across
the aisle: Shutting down the border is
not going to fix this problem. By say-
ing that and by continuing to use those
divisive talking points, he is moving us
away from a solution to the really dire
issue of fentanyl that is killing our
communities.

Let’s work together in a bipartisan
way to actually deal with the scourge
of fentanyl. Let’s not put it on the bor-
der and let’s not pretend that shutting
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down the border is going to help be-
cause, as I said, fentanyl poisoning rose
under the Trump administration, and
Donald Trump did try to shut down the
border until the courts prevented him
from doing that.

The reality here is, we have a real
problem. We have a real problem. I was
willing to come to the floor and sup-
port this amendment because I think
the data is important, and I hope my
colleague across the aisle will recog-
nize that sticking to the facts, as he
did in his amendment, is the most im-
portant thing to actually addressing
the issue of fentanyl.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MS. HOULAHAN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 6 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 2, strike line 17 and all that follows
through line 19, and redesignate succeeding
provisions accordingly.

Strike the term ‘‘Biden’ each place such
term appears.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
HOULAHAN) and a Member opposed each
will control 56 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, I rise
today in support of my amendment
that would remove unnecessary and
partisan language from the legislation
that is under consideration, the Police
Our Border Act.

Let me read what my amendment
says because it is only two lines.

Page 2, strike line 17 and all that fol-
lows through line 19 and redesignate
succeeding provisions accordingly.

Strike the term ‘‘Biden’ each place
such term appears.

Let me tell you what lines 17 through
19 say. ‘“The southwest border crisis
created by the Biden administration
has made every State a border State.”

Before I continue on, I thank Rank-
ing Member NADLER for his leadership
on this issue on the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

The reason I read that amendment
and the lines that it refers to is that it
is really important that the American
people know that the situation at our
border requires our action. I agree. We
agree. The vast majority of Congress
agrees. However, if you listen to this
Chamber, and many of you all have
lately, you would think that this is not
a bipartisan issue. Unfortunately, this
is intentional.

I want to let the American people in
on a poorly kept secret: Too often bills
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are written to be intentionally inflam-
matory to divide Republicans and
Democrats. My amendment seeks to
bring us together, back to the middle
ground that we all share because real,
substantive, and durable action will
need the support of both of our parties.

We know our police and law enforce-
ment need and deserve support. We
know our border needs and deserves to
be addressed. We know that fentanyl is
an issue requiring our attention, but
bipartisan action is what is required
and what is demanded by us of our
bosses. Our bosses are the electorate.

We in Congress must do a better job
than to just be simple partisan hacks,
political reporting with no chance of
ever making it to or past the Presi-
dent’s desk. The American people, our
bosses, deserve better, which is why
this amendment, my amendment,
plainly just asks for data on the facts
and the facts alone.

A report like the one in the bill that
is proposed with my proposed changes
is important not only for our law en-
forcement but also for the American
people, as well. It will allow us to take
a step toward understanding things
such as the estimated dollar amount of
all the resources that would be devoted
to addressing the situation at the bor-
der and the extent to which such re-
sources are not available to law en-
forcement agencies. It would help us
understand the exposure to and pos-
sible injury as a result of the fentanyl
crisis on our law enforcement. With
this data, we can finally address these
issues.

As is demonstrated by the way that
this legislation was written, my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
are likely to falsely claim that Presi-
dent Biden is boasting of an open bor-
der, but this ignores the fact that
under numerous administrations, both
Democrat and Republican, the situa-
tion at our border has worsened. In
fact, this issue is not just about Repub-
lican or Democratic administrations, it
is also about the Congresses that have
not addressed this issue, either.

Record migration to our border, cou-
pled with a woefully inadequate and
overwhelming processing system here
in the U.S., has caused existing chal-
lenges to get progressively worse over
time. We know that our law enforce-
ment agencies have faced many new
challenges as a result.

This is a serious issue which we must
address with serious legislation. I be-
lieve if my amendment passes that
many of my colleagues on this side of
the aisle will find it in their ability to
be able to vote for the underlying bill.
I would encourage those on the other
side of the aisle to find it within their
heart to see not everything as a par-
tisan issue.

I urge my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to reject the deeply cynical
and deeply political option in the cur-
rent text and to instead vote ‘‘yes” on
my amendment that will enable the
underlying bill to move forward in a bi-
partisan fashion.
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Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, I claim
the time in opposition to the amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from California is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman,
who does the gentlewoman think she is
kidding? Who does the gentlewoman
suggest we assign responsibility for
this catastrophe that has overwhelmed
our country and its social services, its
criminal justice system, and its citi-
zens?

On January 20, 2021, the border was
secure, the Trump policies were work-
ing. On that day, our laws didn’t
change, the Presidency changed. On
that day, the Trump policies were re-
versed by one person, Joseph Biden.

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the

gentleman from New York (Mr.
LALOTA).

Mr. LALOTA. What the heck, Mr.
Chairman?

When he was President, President
Truman had a placard on his desk:
“The buck stops here.” It was a sign of
responsibility that the Commander in
Chief, the Chief Executive of our great
country, wouldn’t pass off as an excuse
any responsibility that he was respon-
sible for. Yet, what my colleague pro-
poses to do is to disassociate the border
crisis from the chief proponent of it
and to pass the buck to somebody else.

Not 1, not 2, not 10, not 20. Rather,
the President has taken 64 different ac-
tions to undermine border security
through executive orders and other ad-
ministrative actions, which have
opened the border wide, canceled mass
parole, repositioned border agents
away from the border, paroled millions
into the interior, causing crises in cit-
ies like New York.

It is the President’s border -crisis.
There should be no renaming of this.
There is one individual in our great
country who can today, with the stroke
of a pen, start to solve this crisis,
undoing the same executive orders that
he issued to get us into this crisis.
That is President Biden.

Mr. Chair, I am in strong opposition
to this amendment. Bipartisanship
does not mean blind. It doesn’t mean
that we need to be ignorant to the
facts that the Commander in Chief,
President Biden, is the sole person re-
sponsible for this border crisis.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair will re-
mind all persons in the gallery that
they are here as guests of the House,
and that any manifestation of approval
or disapproval of proceedings is in vio-
lation of the rules of the House.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire as to how much time I have re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania has 1 minute re-
maining.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, it is
rebuttals and comments like these that
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I find, frankly, deeply distressful. They
are nothing but finger-pointing, and
really the genuine politicization of this
body and this government. My col-
leagues are self-defeating in their ef-
forts to try to put the words into this
piece of legislation that requires us to
assign one single point of blame when
there clearly is quite a lot to go
around, and it has gone around for a
very long time.

By politicizing this issue in this way,
it is self-defeating because we have no
ability to actually pass this piece of
legislation, and so in and of itself this
becomes a self-defeating effort.

I believe if my colleagues truly want-
ed the information that this bill pur-
ports to want, if they truly wanted to
understand what is causing the border
issues and what could be done to be
helpful, then they would work with us
as Democrats to make that, indeed,
happen. We would then be able to pass
this bill in the House, and as is the cus-
tom with our Constitution and with
“Schoolhouse Rock,” send it to the
Senate and send it to the President’s
desk for signature. Here we have no op-
portunity to have this happen.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
yvield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO).

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, my
colleague on the other side of the aisle
said that our bosses deserve better. She
is right, the American people do de-
serve better.

Over the tenure of Joe Biden, he has
made this country less safe. Like my
friend from New York mentioned, by
the stroke of a pen, President Biden
can begin changing the course of this
country, but unfortunately he won’t
because he doesn’t want to.

As a matter of fact, in his first days
in office, he used that same pen to cre-
ate this disaster that we are dealing
with right now, an unprecedented his-
torical number of migrants illegally
coming into the United States of
America, some involved in terrorist or-
ganizations, smuggling illegal nar-
cotics into this country.

You are correct, our bosses do de-
serve better. The American people do
deserve better. I encourage you to en-
courage your side of the aisle to please
have Joe Biden use that pen and put
this country back on track.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to direct their remarks to the
Chair.
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Mr. Chairman, this is not a question
of incompetence, and it is not a ques-
tion of chance. This is a deliberate pol-
icy by this administration, and we
should have the courage and candor to
say so.

My Democrat colleagues should have
the courage to look their constituents
in the eye and admit what they have
brought upon this country.

People ask me all the time: How
could this be happening? The answer is
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pretty simple. Elections have con-
sequences. Sometimes elections have
terrible consequences, and that is what
we are facing.

This catastrophe will end when this
administration ends, and that will be
done by the American people at the
ballot box.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
HOULAHAN).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. HOULAHAN. Mr. Chair, I demand
a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from Pennsylvania
will be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. LALOTA

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 7 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chairman, I rise as
the designee of the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. GIMENEZ), and I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 4, line 23, insert ‘‘, and the nation-
ality of each such alien” before the semi-
colon.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1127, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. LALOTA) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chair, the cartels
have more control over the U.S.-Mex-
ico border in Cochise County than ei-
ther the governments of Mexico or the
United States.

That is what law enforcement offi-
cers from the Tucson sector of Amer-
ica’s southern border told me on my
fourth trip to the southern border re-
cently: The cartels have more control
over our border than we do.

What are the cartels doing with that
control? To America’s detriment, they
are smuggling people and drugs across
it every day.

I suppose we could blame the cartels
because they are vicious and ruthless,
but we should look closer to home for
the blame.

We should look to the person most
responsible for creating the disaster at
the southern border. We should look to
the very person who, when he took of-
fice, repealed 64 very effective policies,
which were keeping our border safe:
canceling border wall construction, in-
stituting a mass parole system, and
taking border agents away from the
border to place them in migrant proc-
essing centers to process more and
more migrants into the interior of the
country.
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Who is responsible for the disaster at
the southern border? It is not climate
change or migratory patterns. Rather,
it is illegal immigration’s best friends:
President Biden and Secretary
Mayorkas.

President Biden’s open-border poli-
cies have allowed nearly 10,000 pounds
of fentanyl to enter the United States
so far this fiscal year.

This scourge has led to over 200,000
fentanyl deaths in the United States
since President Biden started repealing
those very effective border policies. In
fact, fentanyl is the leading cause of
death of Americans ages 18 to 45.

In response to President Biden’s
open-border policies, my good friend
and fellow Long Islander, Congressman
D’EspPosITO, has proposed an effective
bill that would modify the require-
ments for reporting by the Attorney
General on the impacts of the border
crisis.

Included in Congressman
D’ESPOSITO’s bill is language to better
understand when law enforcement is
exposed to fentanyl.

This legislation is critical to under-
standing the challenges law enforce-
ment officers face every day while giv-
ing further insights into the crises at
our southern border, those crises
caused by President Biden.

I, alongside my good friend from
Florida, Congressman CARLOS GIMENEZ,
am proposing an amendment to Con-
gressman D’ESPOSITO’s bill that would
further get to the root of the fentanyl
crisis.

Our amendment requires the nation-
ality of the migrant be included in the
underlying reports when said migrant
exposes a law enforcement officer to
fentanyl during an encounter at the
border.

It is imperative that we, as a Nation,
collect more information on who and
where these drugs are coming from so
we can put an end to the fentanyl
scourge.

We know from the DEA that most of
the fentanyl consumed in the United
States is produced in Mexico using pre-
cursors that come from China. Also,
China is producing it on their own and
sending it across the southern border,
as well.

Fentanyl is not only deadly in min-
iscule doses, but it is also frequently
unknowingly contained in other sub-
stances, which multiplies the risk and
the range of its impact.

Mr. Chair, 75,000 Americans died in
2022 due to the scourge of fentanyl.
Enough is enough. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this commonsense
amendment that will help better iden-
tify where the fentanyl is coming from.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I claim
the time in opposition to the amend-
ment, even though I am not opposed to
it.
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The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentleman from New York is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment would update the report
required by this bill to include the na-
tionality of any noncitizen who exposes
a law enforcement officer to fentanyl
during an encounter at the border and
in the United States.

Just like the underlying bill, this
amendment is another attempt to in-
correctly paint undocumented mi-
grants as being the prime source of
fentanyl brought into the country.

We already know that the vast ma-
jority of fentanyl is seized at ports of
entry, trafficked by U.S. citizens. As I
stated previously, in fiscal year 2023,
CBP seized approximately 27,000 pounds
of fentanyl.

Less than 10 percent of these drugs
were seized by the Border Patrol. The
vast majority, roughly 90 percent of
the fentanyl was seized by the Office of
Field Operations, which mans the ports
of entry.

My Republican colleagues always re-
spond that this is the case because
ports of entry are where we have re-
sources to interdict the drugs, but this
is also wrong.

Unfortunately, because Republicans
refuse to adequately fund ports of
entry, only 2 percent of passenger vehi-
cles and 16 percent of commercial vehi-
cles are inspected.

We would likely catch even more
drugs carried in by U.S. citizens if CBP
had all the resources it needed. How-
ever, at every turn, it has been Repub-
licans who have voted against giving
DHS the resources it needs to do its
job.

This bill is so full of misinformation
and could actually use some facts, so I
will not oppose this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Chairman, the gen-
tleman, my colleague to the west of me
in New York, says how most of the
fentanyl is being seized at the ports of
entry.

I would hope the gentleman would
also simultaneously criticize the Presi-
dent for repositioning border agents
away from those places where vehicles
and people are coming to traffic the
drugs across, and, instead, repo-
sitioning those same agents at migrant
processing centers just to parole more
and more people into the country.

If the gentleman is sincere about his
concern for fentanyl coming in at ports
of entry, he must call on the President
to stop repositioning those agents
away.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. LALOTA).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MRS. MILLER OF

ILLINOIS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 8 printed in
part B of House Report 118-511.
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Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise as the designee of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES),
and I have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 4, line 10, insert before the period at
the end the following: ¢, and for the Presi-
dent to utilize long standing authorities, in-
cluding under section 212(f) of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), to
secure the southern border”.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) and
a Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair-
man, since Joe Biden took office, 10
million illegal aliens have entered our
country, and untold numbers of Ameri-
cans have been murdered by people who
should never have been here.

To the Americans watching, Joe
Biden does not care about you. He does
not care about your family. For him, it
is worth letting hundreds of thousands
of illegals in every month and hundreds
of foreigners on the FBI’s terrorist
watch list if it means the Democratic
Party’s base turns out in November.

The purpose of this amendment is
that President Biden already has exist-
ing authority to secure the border, and
he needs to use it, but he doesn’t want
to because he is afraid of his far-left
base.

President Biden is choosing to keep
our border open and allowing the
American people to be kept in harm’s
way.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I claim
the time in opposition to the amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New York is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment would update the findings
section of this bill to include a provi-
sion that states that it is in the best
interests of law enforcement officers
and the communities they serve for
President Biden to use section 212(f) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act
to secure the southern border.

To be clear, the President does not
have the authority to unilaterally shut
down the border. President Biden can-
not simply use Section 212(f) of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act to pre-
vent immigrants from crossing the bor-
der. In fact, when President Trump
tried to do exactly that in 2018, he was
immediately shot down by the courts.

Moreover, enforcement-only solu-
tions don’t work. The best way to se-
cure the border is to expand lawful
pathways and to adequately fund the
immigration system.
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We have not updated our legal immi-
gration system in over 30 years. The
more broken the legal immigration
system is, the more people will try to
come to the border as the only means
of entry.

This notion that the President has
all the authority, not to mention the
resources, that he needs to solve all the
issues at the border with a stroke of
his pen is a fantasy.

Congress must work together to pro-
vide the legal tools and the resources
necessary to address the border crisis.

I know that there are Democrats
willing to put in the hard work, but we
have yet to find any House Republicans
who are willing to do so. This amend-
ment is as unserious as the underlying
bill. I will oppose both, and I urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. Does the gentle-
woman from Illinois seek unanimous
consent to reclaim her time?

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. I do.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman reclaims her
time and is recognized.

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Chair,
President Biden does have authority to
secure the border, and he did use his
pen to open the border.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. MILLER).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois) having assumed the
chair, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Acting Chair of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 8146) to require
a report by the Attorney General on
the impact the border crisis is having
on law enforcement at the Federal,
State, local, and Tribal level, had come
to no resolution thereon.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 3 o’clock and 28 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1600
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. OBERNOLTE) at 4 p.m.

—————
LEOSA REFORM ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-

ished business is the vote on passage of
the bill (H.R. 354) to amend title 18,
United States Code, to improve the
Law Enforcement Officer Safety Act
and provisions relating to the carrying
of concealed weapons by law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 221, nays
185, not voting 24, as follows:

[Roll No. 213]
YEAS—221
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NAYS—185
Adams Gomez Pelosi
Aguilar Gottheimer Peters
Amo Green, Al (TX) Pettersen
Auchincloss Hayes Phillips
Balint 3 Himes Pingree
Barragan Horsford Pocan
Beatty Houlahan Porter
Bera Hoyer Pressley
Bgyer Hoyle (OR) Quigley
Bishop (GA) Huffman Ramirez
Blumenauer Ivey Raskin
Blunt Rochester  Jackson (IL) R
S 0SS

Bonamici Jackson (NC) Ruiz
Bowman Jacobs ) )
Boyle (PA) Jayapal Ruppersberger
Brown Jeffries Ryan
Brownley Johnson (GA) Sé’ihnas
Bush Kamlager-Dove Sanchez
Caraveo Keating Sarbanes
Carbajal Kelly (IL) Scanlon
Cardenas Kennedy Schakowsky
Carson Kildee Schiff
Cartwright Kilmer Schneider
Casar Kim (NJ) Scholten
Case Krishnamoorthi  Schrier
Casten Kuster Scott (VA)
Castor (FL) Larsen (WA) Scott, David
Castro (TX) Larson (CT) Sewell
Cherfilus- Lee (CA) Sherman

McCormick Lee (NV) Sherrill
Chu Lee (PA) Slotkin
Clark (MA) Leger Fernandez  Smith (WA)
Clarke (NY) Levin Sorensen
Clyburn Lieu Soto
Cohen Lofgr?n Stansbury
Connolly Mannlpg Stanton
Correa Matsui Stevens
Costa McBath Strickland
Courtney McClellan Suozzi
Crockett McCollum Swalwell
Crow McGarvey Takano
Davids (KS) McGovern Thanedar
Dean (PA) Meeks Thompson (CA)
DeGette Menendez Thompson (MS)
DeLauro Meng .
DelBene Mfume T1t1'1s
Deluzio Moore (WI) Tlaib
DeSaulnier Morelle Tokuda
Dingell Moskowitz Tonko
Doggett Moulton Torres (CA)
Escobar Mrvan Torres (NY)
Eshoo Mullin Trahan
Espaillat Nadler Underwood
Fletcher Napolitano Vargas
Foster Neal Vasquez
Foushee Neguse Veasey
Frost Nickel Velazquez
Gallego Ocasio-Cortez Wasserman
Garamendi Omar Schultz
Garcla (IL) Pallone Waters
Garcia (TX) Panetta Watson Coleman
Garcia, Robert Pappas Wild
Goldman (NY) Pascrell Williams (GA)

NOT VOTING—24

Boebert Frankel, Lois Magaziner
Burgess Gaetz Massie
Carter (TX) Gimenez McClain
Cleaver Grijalva Molinaro
Davis (IL) Jackson Lee Norcross
Evans Kean (NJ) Trone
Ferguson Khanna Wexton
Fitzpatrick Luna Wilson (FL)
0O 1634

Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina and
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon changed their

vote from ‘‘yea’” to ‘‘nay.”

So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

POLICE OUR BORDER ACT
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

Aderholt Garcia, Mike Miller-Meeks
Alford Golden (ME) Mills

Allen Gonzales, Tony Moolenaar
Allred Gonzalez, Mooney
Amodei Vicente Moore (AL)
Armstrong Good (VA) Moore (UT)
Arrington Gooden (TX) Moran

Babin Gosar Murphy
Bacon Granger Nehls

Baird Graves (LA) Newhouse
Balderson Graves (MO) Norman
Banks Green (TN) Nunn (IA)
Barr Greene (GA) Obernolte
Bean (FL) Griffith Ogles

Bentz Grothman Owens
Bergman Guest Palmer

Bice Guthrie Peltola
Biggs Hageman Pence
Bilirakis Harder (CA) Perez

Bishop (NC) Harris Perry

Bost Harshbarger Pfluger
Brecheen Hern Posey
Buchanan Higgins (LA) Reschenthaler
Bucshon Hill Rodgers (WA)
Budzinski Hinson Rogers (AL)
Burchett Houchin Rogers (KY)
Burlison Hudson Rose

Calvert Huizenga Rosendale
Cammack Hunt Rouzer
Carey Issa Roy

Carl Jackson (TX) Rutherford
Carter (GA) James Salazar
Carter (LA) Johnson (LA) Scalise
Chavez-DeRemer Johnson (SD) Schweikert
Ciscomani Jordan Scott, Austin
Cline Joyce (OH) Self

Cloud Joyce (PA) Sessions
Clyde Kaptur Simpson
Cole Kelly (MS) Smith (MO)
Collins Kelly (PA) Smith (NE)
Comer Kiggans (VA) Smith (NJ)
Craig Kiley Smucker
Crane Kim (CA) Spanberger
Crawford Kustoff Spartz
Crenshaw LaHood Stauber
Cuellar LaLota Steel

Curtis LaMalfa Stefanik
D’Esposito Lamborn Steil
Davidson Landsman Steube

Dayvis (NC) Langworthy Strong

De La Cruz Latta Sykes
DesJarlais LaTurner Tenney
Diaz-Balart Lawler Thompson (PA)
Donalds Lee (FL) Tiffany
Duarte Lesko Timmons
Duncan Letlow Turner

Dunn (FL) Loudermilk Valadao
Edwards Lucas Van Drew
Ellzey Luetkemeyer Van Duyne
Emmer Luttrell Van Orden
Estes Lynch Wagner
Ezell Mace Walberg
Fallon Malliotakis Waltz
Feenstra Maloy Weber (TX)
Finstad Mann Webster (FL)
Fischbach Mast Wenstrup
Fitzgerald McCaul Westerman
Fleischmann McClintock Williams (NY)
Flood McCormick Williams (TX)
Foxx McHenry Wilson (SC)
Franklin, Scott Meuser Wittman
Fry Miller (IL) Womack
Fulcher Miller (OH) Yakym
Garbarino Miller (WV) Zinke

STRONG). Pursuant to House Resolution
1227 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the further consideration of the
bill, H.R. 8146.
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Will the gentleman from California
(Mr. OBERNOLTE) kindly take the chair.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
8146) to require a report by the Attor-
ney General on the impact the border
crisis is having on law enforcement at
the Federal, State, local, and Tribal
level, with Mr. OBERNOLTE (Acting
Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 8 printed in Part B of
House Report 118-511 offered by the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. MIL-
LER) had been disposed of.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MS. HOULAHAN

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 6, printed in
part B of House Report 118-511, offered
by the gentlewoman from Pennsyl-
vania (Ms. HOULAHAN), on which fur-
ther proceedings were postponed and
on which the noes prevailed by voice
vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 197, noes 213,
not voting 26, as follows:

[Roll No. 214]

is a 2-

AYES—197
Adams Correa Horsford
Aguilar Costa Houlahan
Allred Courtney Hoyer
Amo Crockett Hoyle (OR)
Auchincloss Crow Huffman
Balint Cuellar Ivey
Barragan Davids (KS) Jackson (IL)
Beatty Davis (NC) Jacobs
Bera Dean (PA) Jayapal
Beyer DeGette Jeffries
Bishop (GA) DeLauro Johnson (GA)
Blumenauer DelBene Kamlager-Dove
Blunt Rochester  Deluzio Kaptur
Bonamici DeSaulnier Keating
Bowman Dingell Kelly (IL)
Boyle (PA) Doggett Kennedy
Brown Escobar Kildee
Brownley Eshoo Kilmer
Budzinski Espaillat Kim (NJ)
Bush Fletcher Krishnamoorthi
Carbajal Foster Kuster
Cardenas Foushee Landsman
Carson Frankel, Lois Larsen (WA)
Carter (LA) Frost Larson (CT)
Cartwright Gallego Lee (CA)
Casar Garamendi Lee (NV)
Case Garcla (IL) Lee (PA)
Casten Garcia (TX) Leger Fernandez

Castor (FL)

Garcia, Robert

Levin

Castro (TX) Goldman (NY) Lieu
Cherfilus- Gomez Lofgren
McCormick Gonzalez, Lynch
Chu Vicente Manning
Clark (MA) Gottheimer Matsui
Clarke (NY) Green, Al (TX) McBath
Clyburn Harder (CA) McClellan
Cohen Hayes McCollum
Connolly Himes McGarvey

McGovern
eeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Norton
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Plaskett

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott

Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin

Ross

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger

NOES—213
Fry
Fulcher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt
Issa
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler
Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClintock
McCormick
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Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Trahan
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wild
Williams (GA)

McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Peltola
Pence

Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
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Wenstrup Williams (TX) Womack
Westerman Wilson (SC) Yakym
Williams (NY) Wittman Zinke

NOT VOTING—26

Boebert Gonzalez-Colon Moylan
Carter (TX) Grijalva Norcross
Cleaver Jackson Lee Radewagen
Davidson Khanna Sablan
Davis (IL) LaMalfa Torres (NY)
Evans Luna Trone
gerguson Magaziner Wexton
aetz McClain ;
Gimenez Molinaro Wilson (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1639

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The Acting CHAIR. There being no
further amendments, under the rule,
the Committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
OBERNOLTE) having assumed the chair,
Mr. MEUSER, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 8146) to require a report
by the Attorney General on the impact
the border crisis is having on law en-
forcement at the Federal, State, local,
and Tribal level, and, pursuant to
House Resolution 1227, he reported the
bill, as amended by that resolution,
back to the House with sundry further
amendments adopted in the Committee
of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
further amendment reported from the
Committee of the Whole? If not, the
Chair will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 9 of rule XX, this 5-
minute vote on passage of H.R. 8146
will be followed by 5-minute votes on:

Adoption of the motion to recommit
H.R. 8369; and

Passage of H.R. 8369, if ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 254, nays
157, not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 215]

YEAS—254
Aderholt Allred Arrington
Alford Amodei Babin
Allen Armstrong Bacon
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Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr
Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carey
Carl
Carter (GA)
Cartwright
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde
Cole
Collins
Comer
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood
Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Gallego
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)

Adams
Aguilar
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)

Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Letlow
Levin
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Lynch

Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran

NAYS—157

Brown
Brownley
Bush
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
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Moskowitz
Mrvan
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Pappas
Peltola
Pence
Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Scalise
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Sorensen
Spanberger
Spartz
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Suozzi
Sykes
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Titus
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vasquez
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wwild
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Crockett
Crow

Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier

Dingell Leger Fernandez Ruiz
Doggett Lieu Ruppersberger
Escobar Lofgren Sanchez
Eshoo Matsui Sarbanes
Espaillat McBath Scanlon
Fletcher McClellan Schakowsky
Foster McCollum Schiff
Foushee McGarvey Schneider
Frankel, Lois McGovern Scott (VA)
Frost Meeks Scott, David
Garamendi Menendez Sewell
Garcila (IL) Meng Sherman
Garcia (TX) Mfume Sherrill
Garcia, Robert Moore (WI) Smith (WA)
Goldman (NY) Morelle Soto
Gomez Moulton Stansbury
Green, Al (TX) Mullin Stevens
Himes Nadler Strickland
Houlahan Napolitano Swalwell
Hoyer Neal Takano
Hoyle (OR) Neguse Thanedar
Huffman Ocasio-Cortez Thompson (CA)
Ivey Omar Thompson (MS)
Jackson (IL) Pallone Tlaib
Jacobs Panetta Tokuda
Jayapal Pascrell Tonko
Jeffries Pelosi Torres (CA)
Johnson (GA) Peters Torres (NY)
Kamlager-Dove Pettersen Trahan
Kelly (IL) Phillips Underwood
Kennedy Pingree Vargas
Kilmer Pocan Veasey
Kim (NJ) Porter Velazquez
Krishnamoorthi Pressley Wasserman
Kuster Quigley Schultz
Larsen (WA) Ramirez Waters
Lee (CA) Raskin Watson Coleman
Lee (PA) Ross Williams (GA)
NOT VOTING—19
Boebert Gimenez Molinaro
Carter (TX) Grijalva Norcross
Cleaver Jackson Lee Trone
Davis (IL) Khanna Wexton
Evans Luna Wilson (FL)
Ferguson Magaziner
Gaetz McClain

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

0 1648

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

ISRAEL SECURITY ASSISTANCE
SUPPORT ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 8369)
to provide for the expeditious delivery
of defense articles and defense services
for Israel and other matters, offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
MEEKS), on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion.

The Clerk redesignated the motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion to recommit.

This is a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 202, nays
210, not voting 18, as follows:

[Roll No. 216]

YEAS—202
Adams Auchincloss Bera
Aguilar Balint Beyer
Allred Barragan Bishop (GA)
Amo Beatty Blumenauer

Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Harder (CA)

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
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Hayes
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lynch
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Nickel
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peltola

NAYS—210

Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
Davidson
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann

Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Suozzi
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wwild
Williams (GA)

Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
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Jackson (TX) McHenry Scott, Austin
James Meuser Self
Johnson (LA) Miller (IL) Sessions
Johnson (SD) Miller (OH) Simpson
Jordan Miller (WV) Smith (MO)
Joyce (OH) Miller-Meeks Smith (NE)
Joyce (PA) Mills Smith (NJ)
Kean (NJ) Molinaro Smucker
Kelly (MS) Moolenaar Spartz
Kelly (PA) Mooney Stauber
Kiggans (VA) Moore (AL) Steel
Kiley Moore (UT) Stefanik
Kim (CA) Moran Steil
Kustoff Murphy Steube
LaHood Nehls Strong
LaLota Newhouse Tenney
LaMalfa Norman Thompson (PA)
Lamborn Nunn (IA) Tiffany
Langworthy Obernolte Timmons
Latta Ogles Turner
LaTurner Owens Valadao
Lawler Palmer Van Drew
Lee (FL) Pence Van Duyne
Lesko Perry Van Orden
Letlow Pfluger Wagner
Loudermilk Posey Walberg
Lucas Reschenthaler Waltz
Luetkemeyer Rodgers (WA) Weber (TX)
Luttrell Rogers (AL) Webster (FL)
Mace Rogers (KY) Wenstrup
Malliotakis Rose Westerman
Maloy Rosendale Williams (NY)
Mann Rouzer Williams (TX)
Massie Roy Wilson (SC)
Mast Rutherford Wittman
McCaul Salazar Womack
McClintock Scalise Yakym
McCormick Schweikert Zinke

NOT VOTING—18
Boebert Gaetz Magaziner
Cleaver Gimenez McClain
D’Esposito Grijalva Norcross
Davis (IL) Jackson Lee Trone
Evans Khanna Wexton
Ferguson Luna Wilson (FL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.

O 1654

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays
187, not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 217]

YEAS—224
Aderholt Brecheen Comer
Alford Buchanan Craig
Allen Bucshon Crane
Amodei Burchett Crawford
Armstrong Burgess Crenshaw
Arrington Burlison Cuellar
Babin Calvert Curtis
Bacon Cammack D’Esposito
Baird Carey Dayvis (NC)
Balderson Carl De La Cruz
Banks Carter (GA) DesJarlais
Barr Carter (TX) Diaz-Balart
Bean (FL) Cartwright Donalds
Bentz Chavez-DeRemer Duarte
Bergman Ciscomani Duncan
Bice Cline Dunn (FL)
Biggs Cloud Edwards
Bilirakis Clyde Ellzey
Bishop (NC) Cole Emmer
Bost Collins Estes

BEzell

Fallon
Feenstra
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Crockett
Crow

Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann

Mast
McCaul
McClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Moskowitz
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Pfluger
Posey

NAYS—187

Davids (KS)
Davidson
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Harder (CA)
Hayes

Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
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Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self

Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Soto

Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Strong
Suozzi
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Torres (NY)
Turner
Valadao

Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lynch
Manning
Massie
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Ocasio-Cortez
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Omar Sarbanes Takano
Panetta Scanlon Thanedar
Pappas Schakowsky Thompson (CA)
Pascrell Schiff Thompson (MS)
Pelosi Schneider Titus
Peters Scholten Tlaib
Pettersen Schrier Tokuda
Phillips Scott (VA) Tonko
Pingree Sewell Torres (CA)
Pocan Sherman Trahan
Porter Sherrill Underwood
Pressley Slotkin Vargas
Quigley Smith (WA) Vasquez
Ramirez Sorensen Veasey
Raskin Spanberger Velazquez
Ross Stansbury Wasserman
Ruiz Stanton Schultz
Ruppersberger Stevens Waters
Ryan Strickland Watson Coleman
Salinas Swalwell Wild
Sanchez Sykes Williams (GA)

NOT VOTING—19
Boebert Gimenez Magaziner
Carson Gonzalez, McClain
Cleaver Vicente Norcross
Davis (IL) Grijalva Trone
Evans Jackson Lee Wexton
Ferguson Khanna Wilson (FL)
Gaetz Luna

O 1700

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
was not able to be present to vote today. Had
| been present, | would have voted YEA on
Roll Call No. 216 and NAY on Roll Call No.
217.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 5094

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, I hereby
remove my name as a cosponsor of H.R.
5094.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted.

———

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING
OFFICER JACOB DERBIN

(Ms. BROWN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BROWN. Mr. Speaker, I rise with
my colleagues from the Ohio delega-
tion to pay our respects to Euclid Po-
lice Officer Jacob Derbin. On Saturday,
while responding to a distress call, Of-
ficer Derbin was ambushed and killed.

Like so many of our law enforcement
officers in northeast Ohio and across
the country, Officer Derbin put himself
at risk to protect others. Even after he
was shot, Officer Derbin was able to
warn others, likely saving other lives.

He was just 23 years old, a new officer
who was engaged to be married in July.
He had so much ahead of him.

Officer Derbin’s life was about serv-
ice. He was a veteran who served his
country, and, tragically, he made the
ultimate sacrifice for his community.

We ask that God give strength to Of-
ficer Derbin’s family, friends, and loved
ones.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all present in the
Chamber to please rise for a moment of
silence in remembrance of Euclid,
Ohio, Police Officer Jacob Derbin.
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HONORING PATROLMAN ZACHARY
FINK

(Mr. MAST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, the Treas-
ure Coast lost a hero this year when
Florida Highway Patrolman Zachary
Fink was killed in the line of duty. He
was a son of St. Liucie County, Florida.

Trooper Fink had a desire from an
early age to help people, and that is
what led him to a career in law en-
forcement.

I did know Trooper Fink. I didn’t
know him well, but I did know him. I
recognized that he was willing to lay
his life on the line to protect me and
every other member of our community.

We all have people in our lives that
we would sacrifice anything to protect,
our siblings, our children, our spouses,
but very few of us would lay down our
life for somebody that we barely know.
Law enforcement officers like Trooper
Fink do just that every single day.

I have introduced legislation to name
the U.S. Post Office building at 290 NW
Peacock Boulevard in Port St. Lucie
after Trooper Zachary Fink.

I would simply say this: We cannot
repay his sacrifice in any measure, but
we can always remember his sacrifice.

HONORING LAW ENFORCEMENT IN
WEST MICHIGAN

(Ms. SCHOLTEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SCHOLTEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Police Week to honor the
service and contributions of law en-
forcement officials in west Michigan
and across the country.

Throughout my time in Congress, 1
have had the privilege of meeting with
s0 many brave public servants who put
their lives on the line every single day
to protect our communities.

Policing is hard work and not with-
out significant challenges in the year
2024. For some, it might be easier to
just walk away.

It is for that reason that I am con-
stantly in awe of those that continue
to serve because of their dedication,
sacrifice, and willingness to place oth-
ers above self in a time where serving
our community has become all the
more difficult.

To all the law enforcement officers in
west Michigan and around the Nation,
we honor them this week, and we
thank them for everything they do to

protect our families, neighbors, and
our communities.
———
RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE

WEEK

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Police
Week as we honor and thank our law
enforcement officers who courageously
serve and protect our communities.

As we have seen over the last several
years, antipolice rhetoric and soft-on-
crime policies have led to heightened
division and a surge in violent crime
across the country.

While the rhetoric of many of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle is
further emboldening these criticisms,
House Republicans back the blue and
have dedicated this week to consid-
ering legislation that highlights our
continued support for law enforcement
heroes nationwide.

I would also be remiss if I didn’t take
a moment to honor those that have
been tragically lost in the line of duty.

The Scriptures tell us the greatest
love is to offer one’s life up for others.
Our law enforcement put their lives on
the line every day to keep us safe, and
for that, we owe them a significant
debt of gratitude. I am proud to stand
with the brave men and women in blue.

HONORING SERGEANT IAN
TAYLOR

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the memory of Ser-
geant Ian Taylor, a beloved resident of
Billerica, Massachusetts, who trag-
ically lost his life in the line of duty
earlier this month.

While I didn’t have the privilege of
knowing Sergeant Taylor personally, I
admire him just from what I have
learned.

He was a dedicated family man with
an exemplary commitment to service.
Not only did he risk his own safety as
an officer for decades, but he was a
tireless advocate for substance abuse
prevention. He helped so many people,
many of whom have shared their story
since he died.

I am devastated for the Billerica Po-
lice Department and Sergeant Taylor’s
family who will feel this immense loss
every day.

Rest assured his legacy will live on.
He will certainly inspire others to
serve with selfless dedication to duty.

HONORING CLARENCE EUGENE
SASSER

(Mr. NEHLS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor a great American hero,
Clarence Eugene Sasser, who passed
away on May 13, 2024, in Sugar Land,
Texas, at 76 years old.

While serving in the United States
Army as a medic during the Vietnam
war, then-Private First Class Sasser
selflessly sprang into action to admin-
ister medical aid to his unit after they
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came under heavy fire from three dif-
ferent locations.

Despite having incurred wounds and
loss of a tremendous amount of blood,
Private First Class Sasser dragged
himself through the mud to tend to his
wounded soldiers on an open rice
paddy.

As a result of his extraordinary her-
oism displayed that day, President
Nixon presented Specialist 5th Class
Clarence Eugene Sasser with the Medal
of Honor, which is our Nation’s highest
and most prestigious military decora-
tion.

This week, we not only lost a selfless
hero but a father, a public servant, and
a very proud Texan. I have had the dis-
tinct honor and privilege to have rep-
resented Mr. Sasser in Congress.

Specialist 5th Class Clarence Eugene
Sasser is an inspiration for all of us
and embodies the very best of our great
Nation.

May Specialist 5th Class Clarence
Eugene Sasser rest in peace, and may
his bravery continue to inspire future
generations to come.

————
O 1715

SUPPORTING NEW HAMPSHIRE
OFFICERS

(Mr. PAPPAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PAPPAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise as
we mark Police Week to express my
thanks and support for law enforce-
ment officers in New Hampshire and
across the country who are dedicated
to keeping our communities safe.

Our police answer the call each and
every day, and the work they do is in-
dispensable to fight crime, keep the
peace, and provide the kind of assist-
ance that our families and neighbors
need.

Across New Hampshire, I have had
the great privilege to get to know so
many of our law enforcement officials.
I am grateful for their professionalism,
their courage, and their leadership.

Recently, I had the chance to visit
the police department in Wolfeboro,
New Hampshire, to see the long-needed
upgrades that they are making through
a community project grant secured
through our office.

Congress must continue to invest in
public safety infrastructure, tech-
nology, training, and recruitment and
retention efforts to support 21st cen-
tury policing. We must commit to val-
uing and supporting those who swear
an oath to protect and serve our com-
munities.

———

HONORING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. ALFORD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today as we come together this Na-
tional Police Week to honor the brave
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men and women who answer the call to
a life of service.

We owe a debt of thanks to our police
and law enforcement officers who every
day, from the moment they put on
their badges, know that they may be
called upon to make the ultimate sac-
rifice and never come home. These are
officers who give their all to protect
our families, our communities, our
freedoms, officers who choose to pro-
tect those who ridicule them, dis-
respect them, and undermine them.

I thank our law enforcement officers
in Missouri’s Fourth Congressional
District and officers all over America. I
thank them for their service. We stand
with them. We support them. We will
always have their backs.

———

CARING FOR CHILDREN OF
SERVICEMEMBERS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
advocate for the brave men and women
who serve our Nation’s defense self-
lessly, often at great personal sacrifice.

Congresswoman JENNIFER KIGGANS of
Virginia and I recently introduced the
bipartisan Care for Military Kids Act.
Our legislation aims to ensure service-
members can maintain critical
healthcare coverage and medical serv-
ices for their children and families no
matter where their service assigns
them.

Our servicemembers relocate fre-
quently and uproot their families in
service to our Nation wherever their
orders lead them. Yet, despite their
sacrifices, healthcare coverage for
some of their children remains uncer-
tain due to Medicaid and CHIP cov-
erage being administered at the State
level.

We cannot allow military families to
face this added burden of healthcare in-
security. By establishing a streamlined
Medicaid plan, we provide clarity and
consistency to ensure no child of a
servicemember goes without essential
medical services.

Let’s stand together in full support
of our military families. Over 3 million
children are involved. With the Care
for Military Kids Act, we have the op-
portunity to fulfill our duty to those
who serve and nobly protect our Nation
and us.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to sign on to this bipartisan
bill.

————
RECOGNIZING KACI HERRON

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize Kaci Herron from Green-
back, Tennessee. She was recently
crowned Miss Tennessee Star.

When Kaci was born, her parents said
she would probably never walk or talk,
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but she has done so much more than
that in her life. She is graduating from
Greenback this year, where she cheered
for the football and basketball teams
all 4 years. She was asked to come
back and be an assistant cheer coach
next year, Mr. Speaker.

After that, she hopes to go to college
and has dreams of opening her own
bakery someday and walking the run-
way in New York City for Fashion
Week.

Her siblings, Bryce and Amber, have
been reading to her since she was born,
which has helped her develop a love of
books. She also loves hiking and some-
thing I love doing, which is looking for
bigfoot. She loves parasailing and all
kinds of music, but especially Reba
McEntire.

Kaci has a real heart for her commu-
nity, and she volunteers at the Second
Harvest Food Bank every week.

Kaci started participating in Miss
Shining Star pageants about 8 years
ago. This year, she was crowned Miss
Tennessee Star and will go on to com-
pete in the nationals.

Her platform for Miss Tennessee is
“Solidarity for Soldiers’” in honor of
her brother, Bryce, who is in the Navy,
like you, Mr. Speaker. Her whole fam-
ily and her whole community are very
proud of her.

I am proud to call her my friend, Mr.
Speaker. It was wonderful meeting
Kaci, and I wish her the best of luck
competing in the nationals in July.

—————

CELEBRATING PRESIDENT BIDEN’S
TRADE MEASURES

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the President’s an-
nouncement of increased tariffs on Chi-
nese goods in key sectors.

President Biden leads once again. He
took strong actions this week to give
us the tools that we need as a nation to
combat unfair trade practices, support
cutting-edge American manufacturing,
and protect our national security.

American workers and businesses can
outcompete anyone on a level playing
field, but China has undermined that
level playing field for decades. The in-
creased tariffs on electric vehicles, EV
batteries, steel, aluminum, semi-
conductors, critical minerals, and
other fundamental inputs will support
American manufacturing and ensure
the next generation of good-paying jobs
are created right here in the United
States of America with good union
jobs.

These measures will also help secure
supply chains essential to our national
security. President Biden’s tariff in-
creases will build domestic capacity
and insulate critical industries from
undue Chinese Communist Party influ-
ence.
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BIDENFLATION COSTS FAMILIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, the Labor Depart-
ment released its monthly report show-
ing that consumer prices have in-
creased again, this time by 3.4 percent.

Under Biden, families continue to
pay nearly $12,000 more for everyday
goods and services while jobs are being
destroyed.

Corrupt Judge Merchan continues en-
suring the reelection of President Don-
ald Trump with his bias, incompetence,
and unprofessionalism. Corrupt Judge
Merchan created this week a global
stage for Republican superstars to de-
fend Donald Trump, with Speaker MIKE
JOHNSON, Congresswoman NICOLE
MALLIOTAKIS, Congressman BYRON
DoONALDS, and Vivek Ramaswamy. I
will invite corrupt Judge Merchan, in
appreciation of his reelecting Donald
Trump, to be my guest at the Trump
inauguration.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who have successfully protected Amer-
ica for 20 years since the global war on
terrorism continues moving from the
Afghanistan safe haven to America.

We don’t need new border laws. We
need to enforce existing laws. Biden
shamefully opens the borders for dic-
tators, as more 9/11 attacks across
America are imminent, as repeatedly
warned by the FBI.

———
MAKE DIRECT FILE PERMANENT

(Ms. PORTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, each
year, millions of Americans pay third-
party software companies to file their
taxes. Having to pay hundreds of dol-
lars in fees just to pay your taxes
makes no sense.

I championed a program called Di-
rect File to change that, which was in-
cluded in the Inflation Reduction Act.
As a result, thousands of Americans
filed their taxes directly with the gov-
ernment this year for free.

Despite Big Tax Prep lobbying
against Direct File, 140,000 Americans,
including 33,000 Californians, used the
pilot program this year. People want
this program. Even better, 9 out of 10
people who used Direct File had a posi-
tive experience and said it made them
more confident in the IRS.

Let’s take the win here, Congress. We
don’t have that many, to be honest.
Let’s make the Direct File program
permanent and available nationwide.

———

REMEMBERING SACRIFICES OF
LAW ENFORCEMENT
(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
recognition of National Police Week, a
week we set aside to thank more than
800,000 police officers who put on the
badge and risk their lives to protect
our communities.

We thank them for their brave serv-
ice. Our police officers play an essen-
tial role in our community, working to
keep us safe, upholding the rule of law,
and responding to emergencies.

Illinois is home to many upstanding,
honorable, courageous, and self-sacri-
ficing police officers, including Peoria
Police Chief Eric Echevarria and the
village of Durand Police Chief Michael
Reiman, who are on this poster.

Mr. Speaker, we also take the time
to mourn the loss of our fallen officers
whose lives were lost in the line of
duty. On average, one law enforcement
officer is killed in the line of duty
somewhere in the United States every
61 hours. We must never forget their
sacrifice.

Lastly, I thank the law enforcement
support network—their families, par-
ents, wives, husbands, and children—
for the sacrifices they make when their
loved ones serve as police officers.

At a time when our law enforcement
is constantly under attack, Congress
must continue to stand with the police
and back the blue.

STANDING WITH EELAM TAMIL
COMMUNITY

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise to commemorate the
15th anniversary of the Tamil genocide
in Sri Lanka.

We must stand with the Eelam Tamil
community. Their struggle for justice
and accountability continues, with sur-
vivors and their families enduring on-
going oppression and seeking recogni-
tion for their suffering from the Sri
Lankan Government.

We must recognize the plight of the
Tamil people and advocate for a peace-
ful resolution that respects the rights
and dignity of all. The Tamil commu-
nity’s resilience in the face of adver-
sity is a testament to their unwavering
spirit for justice and self-determina-
tion.

It was a pleasure to meet with so
many who traveled to our Nation’s
Capital from across the United States
and five countries to ensure such atroc-
ities never happen again.

———

THANKING OFFICERS FOR THEIR
SERVICE

(Mr. BEAN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as
the song goes, if there is something
strange in your neighborhood, who you
gonna call? If there is something weird
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and it don’t look good, who you gonna
call?

Mr. Speaker, don’t call Ghostbusters.
Call the police.

Mr. Speaker, I rise during National
Police Week to salute the brave patri-
ots who keep America safe. I want to
share my appreciation to members of
our law enforcement community—our
officers, deputies, and troopers, and es-
pecially the families of those law en-
forcement officers who have lost their
lives in the line of duty for the safety
and protection of others.

It takes courage to wear a badge. It
takes even more courage to respond to
an emergency, to step into harm’s way,
to face dangerous uncertainty. For our
police, it is just part of the job.

Unfortunately, our law enforcement
community doesn’t get the recognition
and the respect that they deserve. So
on behalf of a grateful nation, I want
to say two words our incredibly brave
patriots don’t hear enough: Thank you.
I thank them for protecting our fami-
lies and communities. I thank them for
their service.

As Representative for Florida’s
Fourth Congressional District, I want
our law enforcement officers to know
we salute them. We will always back
the blue.

RECOGNIZING FORT MORGAN FIRE
DEPARTMENT

(Mr. CARL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
during National Police Week to recog-
nize the historic acts of Deputy Bellew
and members of the Fort Morgan Fire
Department.

On April 19, Corporal Boros, Deputy
Bellew, and other members of the Fort
Morgan Fire Department rescued three
distressed swimmers off the coast. The
fire department began the operation
with special equipment. Once Deputy
Bellew arrived, he removed his duty
belt and body armor and put on his
swim vest, jumped in the water, and
saved the swimmers.

That day, three people in the water
were saved while swimming. That day,
three people were saved from drowning.
I cannot be prouder to represent Dis-
trict One, which is filled with brave,
dedicated law enforcement officers like
Deputy Bellew.

With many voices screaming to
defund the police, we must emphasize
how vital our officers are to us. Every
day, these men and women tirelessly
serve the American people, and I can-
not thank them enough.

I will always back the blue.

——
0 1730
COMPLEX MATH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
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zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, 1
am going to try to walk us through a
couple simple concepts that require
really complex math, so wish me luck
here.

Last week, and the week before that,
I came here and tried to walk through
a concept of how fragile we are because
of our borrowing, the amount of insa-
tiable borrowing we go through. I made
a sarcastic comment that happens to
have the benefit of being almost true
that the bond market is the one that
pretty much will run this country. I
actually can prove part of my thesis.

Last week, because we made it a cou-
ple weeks without looking like a clown
show, we got some decent inflation
data. The movement in the U.S. debt
market on our interest rates coming
down, if you annualize that, do you re-
alize it is more than every dime of for-
eign aid?

I need you to think about this for a
moment, just those ticks. When a sin-
gle basis point—remember, 1 percent of
interest is one one-hundredth of a
point of interest. One tick is about $800
million a year.

Whether this place likes it or not,
when we tell the world we are not seri-
ous about leading the world, when we
don’t look serious that we are going to
be the country that defends the reserve
currency of the world, when we don’t
look like adults, we pay a price. Many
of the folks here, you get your 5 min-
utes of theater, and then we add hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of additional
interest.

I am going to show you charts here
where we are approaching $1.2 trillion
in interest this year. I am going to try
to walk through a concept that the
spending, particularly what the Demo-
crats did with the Inflation Reduction
Act, where we are basically saying over
the 10 years, we are pumping out a cou-
ple trillion dollars of subsidies to cor-
porate America, and also the fact that
because of our debt and these higher
interest rates we are also pumping $1.2
trillion of interest payments out. That
much cash flow is going out into the
marketplace at the same time the Fed-
eral Reserve is over here trying to pull
liquidity out of the market to slow
down inflation.

For those of us that live in the Phoe-
nix-Scottsdale area, you have the right
to be cranky because the day Joe Biden
became President, from that day until
today, if you are not making a little
over 26 percent more in your paycheck,
you are poorer today.

For all of us who are elected here,
our area happens to be probably the
second highest inflation in the conti-
nental United States right now. You
meet people, and they have done fairly
well in life. I have one of the more
prosperous districts in America. I have
one of the very best-educated districts
in America. We are out there knocking
on doors, and people want to share with
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you that they are stressed out of their
mind.

Part of it is they don’t completely
understand why they seem to be work-
ing harder, why their kids can’t afford
a place, why the price of education for
their kids is just crushing them, why
they seem to instinctively understand
their kids are going to live poorer than
they did, which is now fact. That isn’t
rhetorical. In every data point, if you
are functionally under 40, 45 years old,
you will be poorer than my generation
and my parents’ generation. It is the
debt that has done this. It is inflation.

Once again, let’s do a basic econom-
ics class. Inflation is too many dollars
chasing too few goods and services. It
is also a tax because who is the biggest
debtor in the world? It is the United
States. Congratulations. We did it.
Yay. We are basically kicking off about
a trillion dollars every 100, 115 days of
borrowing. That interest is helping
kick off inflation. Inflation is that tax.

The inflation we have had the last 3
years is the biggest tax in modern his-
tory because here is what happened:
there is this massive amount of U.S.
debt. We are now going to pay it back
with inflated dollars, and your savings
just became worth less. This country
made a decision with the crazy spend-
ing that, screw them, and it set off in-
flation. We are going to reach in and
grab the value of your savings, and we
are going to transfer it to the debt, and
we are going pay it back with inflated
dollars.

Whether you know it or not, the rea-
son you are poorer today is you got
taxed. Thank you for your contribution
to U.S. debt. Did you know you were
even doing it?

The other thing is also the fragility
concept. I have talked to dozens and
dozens of Members here, and I get that
blank stare because we don’t often
think this way. We are on different
types of committees. I do Ways and
Means and Financial Services, so
maybe my whole world is trying to
think about the math.

Today, the world has the highest
level of debt since the Napoleonic
Wars. You may not remember your his-
tory, but after that the world went into
a massive depression for years.

Do you know which two countries are
borrowing at extraordinary rates? The
United States and China. Greece has a
better credit rating than the United
States. You can sell a 10-year bond in
Greece cheaper than the United States.
Go and read what the credit rating is.
I think the United States is now num-
ber 14 in creditworthiness, and we are
the reserve currency?

Does anyone care?

The hallways here are just full of
people showing up at my door begging
for more spending or begging us to set
up rules to make sure that competition
and new technology can’t disrupt their
business models.

If you are under 40, I am a baby
boomer. I am sorry. I wish we had
thought about the math. I wish we had
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been more honest with ourselves, but
there are ways to deal with this. There
are ways to make it work.

The other thing is we have been
grinding through the Social Security
Medicare actuary report. I am still not
done with it, and my economist and
the Joint Economic Committee, we are
still not done with this because we are
all so busy writing the response to
President Biden’s economic report.

I am going to walk through a few
things here where we can’t figure out
why the actuaries would use the num-
bers they did because they are com-
pletely different than OMB and CBO’s
numbers. There are other things going
on.

Let’s actually start to walk through
this. Some of these boards, you will
have seen before. A lot of them you
have never seen. I am trying to build a
theme. The theme basically is this:
This place needs to get serious and
start acting like adults and under-
standing it is not our feelings anymore.
It is not our theater or the troll that is
going bang on us. If you are also the
Russian troll that is going to be in my
comments when this goes on YouTube,
screw you, because the fact of the mat-
ter is I, we, this country, the world
needs us to act like adults and provide
a level of stability because when we
don’t, the price of our debt goes up.
When you are clicking off borrowing $1
trillion every 100, 115 days, interest
rates matter.

Remember, if we are going to borrow
a couple trillion dollars this year—and
actually right now our burden rate is
2.8, 2.6—and our refinancing is several
trillion dollars because, as you have
seen, Treasury has decided to stay very
short on the curve. That means instead
of saying we are going sell a 10-year
bond because the market, it turns out,
wasn’t as excited about buying a bunch
of 10-year U.S. bonds because they
didn’t trust us, we are now offering a 1-
year note, a 2-year note. Remember,
there are notes, there are bonds, and
the definition is on duration.

We have made ourselves very fragile
to the world, to the bond market. I
used to come behind this microphone
and joke that this country basically is
an insurance company with an army.
Now it is a really in debt insurance
company with an army.

Let’s walk through some of our reali-
ties. Yay.

The first thing I need to walk
through is the deficit over the last 12
months is 1.8. If you actually do gross,
it is closer to 3 in the last 12 months.
Originally, when we built this board,
we thought that is what we were going
to borrow publicly. Our burden rate is
actually substantially higher than we
expected.

What is enraging about this is the
economy is fairly decent. We just
weren’t prepared for higher interest
rates and higher other expenses. The
fact of the matter is, much of the
Democrats’ Inflation Reduction Act,
the most Orwellian named piece of leg-
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islation in modern history, its distor-
tion effects in the economy and also
the borrowing—when we are handing
out cash grants, do you think that
money is coming out of tax receipts? It
is borrowed.

The point I wanted to make here is
when you see this blue, that is what I
get to vote on as a Member of Con-
gress. The red, that is mandatory. It is
about 74, 75 percent of all spending is
on autopilot. Guess what? Every dime I
vote on is on borrowed money, plus a
sliver of your Medicare.

Every dime a Member of Congress
votes on is on borrowed money.

Then we play this game around here.
When you are clicking off, we are just
shy of borrowing about $100,000 a sec-
ond. We have debates here where we
are debating on saving this tiny little
bit, and the borrowing during the de-
bate was greater than the savings be-
cause we are terrified to tell you the
truth that the majority of borrowing,
every dime of borrowing from this day
for the next 30 years—and I am going
to say this about a half a dozen times
tonight—every dime of borrowing from
today through the next 30 years is in-
terest, Medicare, and then 9 years from
now when the Social Security trust
fund is gone we backfill the shortfall.
Everything else is in balance.

All right. So let’s continue to walk
through this. To give you a sense, that
blue area I was just showing you before
on the chart that we get to vote on,
okay, nondefense discretionary, that is
everything you think of as govern-
ment. That is the FBI, that is the Park
Service, that is the State Department.
This over here is Defense.
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Mr. Speaker, if you come to me and
say: DAVID, I want you to cut spending,
then I am all for burning a bunch of
this down. A bunch of the things we do
I have a really weird ethical question
that Members of Congress need to
think about.

Is it ethical for the Federal Govern-
ment to borrow money and send it to
an entity that has its own taxing au-
thority? When many of those taxing
authorities, if they actually had more
skin in the game, might be a little
more sensible and more disciplined in
how they spend it.

Mr. Speaker, you realize that is one
of the greatest scams here. We borrow
it, we send it, we get love, and then the
groups we send it to act like: Hey, we
got free money from the Federal Gov-
ernment.

You are paying it back. Actually, Mr.
Speaker, your Kkids, your grandkids,
and your great-great-grandkids are
going to pay it back because it is bor-
rowed.

Everything else you see is interest,
Social Security, and Medicare. Now,
remember, Mr. Speaker, Social Secu-
rity self-finances right now. Social Se-
curity is the payroll tax and the trust
fund, and every month the trust fund
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gets a little smaller. We do pay inter-
est for the cash that the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Treasury have bor-
rowed out of the trust fund. We give
them their principal back, and then the
Treasury gives them a little bit of in-
terest.

However,
shrink.

Then, Mr. Speaker, you look at ev-
erything else and you start to realize
that we don’t run this government any-
more. The mandatory programs and
the bond market do.

The other thing that also should
really annoy anyone who actually pays
attention to the actual math instead of
theatrics, national debt increased in
the first 7 months of this fiscal year. In
2023 at this point we had borrowed
about one-half a trillion dollars.

Yea, good job.

Now we are at $1.45 trillion, the same
time period this year. Yet, you have
got to work through the problem with
me.

Was 2023 economically that different
from this year?

What happened?

What happened? Well, our interest
rates went up so we are burning
through tremendous amounts of more
cash. In the last 12 months, I think we
actually had 2 or 3 months where we
had to borrow money to pay for our
borrowing. Forgive me. I have had a
stunning amount of coffee today, I
haven’t slept well, and I am just
cranky.

Mr. Speaker, this chart is actually
worse now. It is just the only one I
have.

Some of these numbers I have trouble
believing. We go back and double-check
ourselves. We go back and double-
check ourselves because the numbers
read differently than the CBO report
from 4 months ago or 5 months ago or
the OMB report from 6 months ago.

That is because if the economy is
supposed to be fairly decent, how can
we be bleeding like this?

Think about this, Mr. Speaker. CBO
and those who are saying: Hey, we are
going to be borrowing about 4.5 per-
cent, 4.7 percent of the economy is
going to be in borrowed money. How-
ever, so far this fiscal year, our bor-
rowing is closer to 9 percent, 9 percent,
of the entire economy.

Why is that important?

Also looking at this chart, we are
saying: Here are our tax receipts. We
will get the Democrats, and we need to
talk about this. They Kkeep saying:
Well, if we just tax rich people more.

I have come here multiple times and
shown the analysis of higher taxes on
those who earn $400,000 and up. We take
the left’s and this President’s proposal,
and we say: Let’s tax maximize every-
thing. Let’s tax maximize their income
taxes, their estate taxes, and their cap-
ital gains taxes, everything. Then you
look at the data, and you get about 1.5
percent of GDP.

Okay, so we have used the Demo-
crats’ plan. We are going to tax our

that is continuing to
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way to prosperity. You get about 1.5 of
GDP. Great.

Mr. Speaker, do you remember I
showed you the chart of nondefense
discretionary?

You take 1 percent of that out of
GDP, and it is about 40 percent of all
nondefense discretionary you just
wiped out. Now you have yourself 2.5
percent of GDP that we either tax or
we cut.

Great job, guys.

Mr. Speaker, you are seeing a chart
here where we are starting to talk
about over the coming decade we are
going to be at 31 percent of the econ-
omy is borrowed, but, hey, guys, every-
thing we talk about we are going to get
1 percent of cuts and 1.5 percent of
taxes?

We are borrowing close to 9 percent
of GDP right now. The CBO baseline
was up like 5.

Does anyone here do math?

Does anyone own a calculator?

Does anyone have a battery in the
calculator?

Mr. Speaker, you can’t cut yourself
and you can’t tax enough to make this
work.

Yet, we are so vacuous intellectually
around here. The ability to say that we
are going to embrace the things that
disrupt our cost drivers; we are going
to actually adopt technology; we are
going to adopt artificial intelligence to
change the cost of government; we are
going to adopt the things that crush
the price of healthcare, not by making
it more scarce and not by rationing it
but by making it more moral.

We can do that. Except this place
will run like hell every time you say:
Do you know that we could actually
have technology that would cure that
disease?

Oh, no. That is our business model.

In a couple of weeks, we are going to
do a major presentation from the Re-
publican side of the Joint Economic
Committee. The math is not done yet.
We are trying to grind through the
number one cost driver of this govern-
ment. I am going to get some really,
really interesting comments, and it is
mathematically true.

It is obesity. We are starting to chase
down some data that says that almost
one-half of U.S. healthcare has a rela-
tionship to obesity. We are about to
have our fifth year of prime-age males
dying younger.

It is immoral. It is absolutely im-
moral what this place has become. The
debt is immoral, and what we do in
healthcare is immoral.

It is bad enough that we are destroy-
ing our kids. Mr. Speaker, I am 62, and
my wife is 62. Maybe I shouldn’t tell
you that. I have an 8-year-old daughter
we adopted, and I have a 23-month-old
little boy we adopted, who is a miracle.
Moreover, they are brother and sister.

Do they have the right to have the
same life or even be more prosperous?

Because the American sort of soci-
etal contract says the next generation
will be more prosperous, and right now
that is mathematically impossible.
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There is a way I can make it work,
there is a way you can make it work,
Mr. Speaker, and there is a way this
place could make it work, but we are
so busy knifing each other over petty
crap because we are idiots. We are chil-
dren here, because doing hard things is
hard.

My father used to have a saying: If it
is a complex problem, then it is a sim-
ple solution.

That is absolutely wrong. Complexity
requires complexity. The reason for
this portion of this tirade is that next
year there will be about $380 billion a
year in tax hikes. You, as an indi-
vidual, your LLC, your subchapter S,
your passthrough business, congratula-
tions, your taxes are already going up
next year. It is the law as it is already.

I will argue it is one of the greatest
opportunities we have had in modern
times because we are going to be forced
to actually act like adults and do
something.

Now, here is your battle, Mr. Speak-
er. Will we be smart, creative, and in-
tellectually robust saying: Hey, let’s
use this as an opportunity to broaden
the Tax Code, fix it in a way where we
maximize prosperity and economic
growth. Oh, by the way, because we
don’t want to add to the debt, can we
do things over here to actually change
some of the debt drivers?

We are going to legalize technology
in healthcare. We are going to adopt
technology to make government small-
er but more efficient. We are going to
crowdsource our data in a way where it
is current, accurate, and more moral.

We have bills on all of this. This isn’t
just rhetoric. We have done bills on
this stuff for years, and they have got-
ten much better.

Will the vision, particularly for those
who have the responsibility of being on
the Ways and Means Committee, will
we actually step up and say: Is it going
to be binary?

Hey, we are going to raise these peo-
ple’s taxes and lower these so it bal-
ances out. Hey, screw everyone.

Yea, we did something.

Are we going to use the stressor that
is coming with the expiration of those
portions of the 2017 tax reform to actu-
ally grow the society?

Mr. Speaker, you have to ask your-
self that first, because I don’t know if
many of my Democrat colleagues agree
with me that prosperity is moral.

Having a society where every day
you have the chance to live a little bit
better, is that moral?

Having a society we are not poi-
soning ourselves with what we eat, is
that moral?

Having a healthcare system that is
better, faster, and cheaper, is that
moral?

All those things are in front of us be-
cause chart after chart after chart ba-
sically says that when we have had
very high marginal tax rates, we get
about 17, 18 percent of GDP. When we
have had very low marginal tax rates,
we get about 17, 18 percent of GDP.
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When we have done lots of extra cor-
porate taxes, we get 17 to 18 percent of
GDP.

The fact of the matter is there are
lots of brilliant economic papers and
people have written their Ph.D. theses
on this. You all have access to the
internet. Maybe go read it. You are
going to get about 17, 18 percent of
GDP, and a bunch of the Democrat
policies are: Well, let’s raise these
taxes, and we will get 24 percent of
GDP.

Really?

Tell me a time in U.S. history on a
sustained basis that has happened. It
just hasn’t.

Unless the Democrats’ plan is to do a
value-added tax, a VAT tax, which will
crush the working middle class, you
ain’t getting that number. You have
got to stop making crap up.

Yet, we know our spending because it
is demographics. Remember our point
before: interest, Medicare, and back-
filling Social Security.

We got old as a society. I am going to
show you a couple of charts here that
are really rough, and they are abso-
lutely factual.

The only reason I grabbed this chart,
and we are going to go through some of
these pretty quickly, it is just to show
you over the past four quarters, $600
billion, $288 billion, $487 billion, $258
billion, we are borrowing in quarters
where a few years ago that was the en-
tire year.

Here is one of the punch lines: Social
Security, $1.452 trillion. That is Social
Security this year. However, Social Se-
curity is out of your payroll tax and
then part of the trust fund. Interest
now, there were a few of our brothers
and sisters on that side who mocked
me a few months ago when I said: I
think we are going to close in on 1.1,
$1.2 trillion in interest this year.

Oh, Schweikert, you have got to stop
making crap up.

Treasury’s own number, $1.144 tril-
lion is the interest.

If you want this number to go down,
then make us look like a stable govern-
ment. Make us look like we are adults.
Convince the bond markets we are ac-
tually going to take on our debt in a
meaningful way instead of playing the-
atrics.

This is interesting. Right now, there
is actually a little bit of squish here, so
you have to understand. Mr. Speaker,
our most recent Treasury update, de-
fense now is number 3 and Medicare is
number 4. We actually think that is
going to flip again because last month
it was flipped and reversed, but they
are almost identical right now. The
punch line here is interest now is the
second biggest expense in the govern-
ment. At our current borrowing rate,
and if interest rates stay where they
are at or go up just a little bit, in a
couple of years, interest, interest, will
be the number one spend in this gov-
ernment.

Congratulations.

Mr. Speaker, this is a hard chart to
read. The point of this one is just inter-
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est fragility, what happens with small
movements in interest rates on U.S.
sovereign debt. The basic point is
where we are interest rate-wise right
now in 2033. Right now, we are working
on the 2025 fiscal year budget; 7, 8
budget years from now, our model at
today’s interest rates we are at 3, $3.7
trillion baseline borrowing.
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That is already our model. That is
without a recession. That is without a
war. That is without a pandemic. That
is just where we are at.

I have some other articles talking
about how fragile we have made our-
selves. God forbid, this year or next
year, we go into a true recession. Do
you have any idea how fragile we have
made this government, this country,
with our ravenous borrowing?

What would happen if tax receipts
started to roll over a bit on us because
we went into a recession? Remember,
tax receipts are up about 7 percent.
Medicare spending is up around 10 per-
cent this fiscal year. If that rolled over
and wasn’t 7 percent and was closer to
4 percent or 5 percent, do you want to
talk about a bloodbath?

Raising interest rates could push the
national debt toward 300 percent of
GDP within 30 years. How many of you
think the bond markets are going to
let us get anywhere near 300 percent of
GDP with our savings rates? If you are
Japan, maybe you can do it. You would
have remarkably high savings rates.
They can almost finance their own
debt. Actually, they do finance their
own debt. Do you think the rest of the
world is going to Kkeep loaning us
money, respecting the sovereignty of
the reserve currency that is the dollar?

Why are we destroying ourselves?
Why are we destroying your retire-
ment? Why are we destroying your
kids, my young Kkids? Yet, the hall-
ways, once again, are full of people
wanting more money.

Let’s talk through a couple of things
that are even more uncomfortable than
talking about the debt. You all saw a
week ago Friday the update on U.S.
fertility rates. Yes, we are going to
have an idiot Congressman talk about
how many children we are having in so-
ciety because it is important.

We sit there in our offices, and I am
blessed to have some freaky smart
staff, people much smarter than I ever
could dream to be, a bunch of econo-
mists, and we are trying to figure out,
over the next decade, two decades, how
do we pay Social Security? How do we
pay Medicare? How do we do these
things?

The Democrats say that we will just
raise more taxes, but then you show
them the studies that that math
doesn’t work.

Are we just going to lie to our voters
and survive the next election? Great
job, guys, but we have a little problem.
A week ago Friday, you saw the up-
dated report on the 2023 fertility rates.
I was wrong on my number. It is worse.
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It is worse than the speeches I came
here and gave.

We are down to 1.62, meaning we are
way below replacement rates now. The
United States is dying, and one of the
things I am frustrated with is the Cen-
sus Bureau numbers basically say that
when we start to get beyond—because,
remember, the Census Bureau had us at
1.64, it turns out they were wrong. It is
1.62, and they were projecting as we go
through the rest of this century, which
is a long time.

Think about your kids. If you have a
young child right now, they are going
to live, hopefully, with the Lord’s
blessing, 100 years. We start to collapse
populationwise, and we are going to
walk you through a couple of why
these are such a big deal.

Deaths are projected to exceed
births. This chart said 2040. It is a lit-
tle sooner. If you take last week’s fer-
tility number, in about 15 years, the
United States will have more deaths
than births.

There is no industrialized country
that has succeeded in adopting policy
that changed their fertility rates in the
long run, so you have Hungary and
these others that say, in your future
life, have a fourth kid, and pay no in-
come taxes in the future. We will buy
you a house, and you get a little pop,
and then, boom, after a few years, it
moves right back to mean.

You have to deal with the reality. It
turns out, all over the world, as the
world has gotten more prosperous, we
have a collapse in fertility, yet we
built a social entitlement system. It is
earned benefits. You earned your Medi-
care. You earned your Social Security.
They were based on the concept that
there would be this many workers be-
cause the reality is that today’s FICA
taxpayer’s and payroll taxpayer’s pay-
check went into your Social Security
check today, or your Medicare. It is
just the way it has always been.

What happens when that next genera-
tion gets smaller? Are we also emotion-
ally and mentally prepared for the
number of schools that will be closing?
It is starting to happen all over the
country because U.S. fertility started
to roll over in 1990. It has just now ac-
celerated. We had a tiny little blip dur-
ing the pandemic, and now it has gone
back. The trend line continues to get
uglier and uglier.

It is reality. Think about it. You live
in a country where, in 15 years, we will
have more deaths than births. Are we
prepared for that? Are you ready, are
we ready, is this body intellectually
ready for saying you are going to adopt
policies that are child friendly, this
and that? There is no other country
that has come up with an example
where it actually raised the number of
children. Are we ready to adopt policy
to embrace technology?

This is where it gets really uncom-
fortable. How many robots are you
ready to embrace? How much AI are
you ready to embrace? When you call
the IRS, instead of having a person, are
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you ready to be talking to ChatGPT?
Probably, in that case, you might pre-
fer the chat.

We are going to have to adopt the
embracement, or whatever the word
would be, of technology in ways to
keep the economy growing without
more people, and this is happening all
over the industrialized world.

How many times behind these micro-
phones have you heard any Member of
Congress come and say: I actually care
about prosperity. I care about the next
generation. I care about economic
growth. I care about the future. We are
going to adopt things where we are
going to embrace technology so we can
keep having prosperity.

What? The math is the math, and the
math will always win.

One of the things I am also annoyed
with is, reading through the Social Se-
curity actuarial report, they are mak-
ing crap up. They have fertility num-
bers in here. They have us growing.

CBO actually has numbers growing,
yet we talk about the Census Bureau,
and the Census Bureau is down here.
Could our government agencies—we
spend a fortune with all these actu-
aries—maybe have a cocktail party,
preferably no alcohol? Make it a coffee.
We will do a coffee because that is
what we need, a bunch of well-
caffeinated actuaries in the same room
from Social Security, from maybe
OMB, CBO, a couple of these others,
the Census Bureau, all in the same
room. Can you give us a number be-
cause you are making it miserable
around here trying to say what our fu-
ture looks like because, so far, they
keep being wrong.

It is a little geeky, but that is impor-
tant, and that was my mocking them
for the number of times I send them
memos saying: Can you explain your
number and why it is so different than
each other?

I had some questions on this from
last week, so I just brought the board
back. You had the President stand
right there, and he basically said that
we are going to do this from Medicare,
that we are going to raise this tax and
this and that.

The red portion here is when you pay
your payroll tax. That is the portion
that goes to the Medicare trust fund.
The rest, you functionally pay for. This
comes out of the general fund, which
we are borrowing part of it. Over here,
that is actually your premiums, and a
little bit of this is some other trans-
fers. Then, we also have a little slice
here, which is for dual eligibles, those
who are seniors but maybe in Medicare
and Medicaid, so we also get a little
sliver from the State. Once again, the
majority of spending in Medicare is not
the trust fund.

I am elated that the current model
on the trust fund extended for another
few years. That is wonderful. We need
to sort of study that, except if you read
the actuary report, the reason it ex-
tended is really fragile. This dark blue
there, that and interest are the pri-
mary drivers of U.S. debt.
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Tell the truth. Maybe it will get you
unelected, but how do you make public
policy in a world where you are not al-
lowed to tell the truth? That is what
Members of Congress do.

“Rising Security and Medicare
Shortfalls Drive Nearly Entire 2019-
2033 Deficit Rise.”” That is the fact.
That is CBO’s own quote.

Here is the board that I promise will
be in the attack ad going at me in the
next election, except it is CBO’s own
numbers, except it is 2 years out of
date. There is a number right here that
basically says Social Security and
Medicare, $116 trillion deficit, and the
rest of the budget, $3 trillion, is func-
tionally in balance. Except the prob-
lem is, for anyone right now, if you
care enough, go grab your phone. Go
use a search engine and look up CBO’s
report from 6 weeks ago. The 30-year
number is not $116 trillion. It is $143
trillion that is now our model.

That is what higher interest rates
did, $143 trillion, 100 percent of that
borrowing, Medicare and the interest
financing on that, backfilling of Social
Security and the interest financing on
that. We can revolutionize this if we
would finally be willing to legalize
technology, the morality of moving
and pushing cures.

Why does this place seem to like to
finance people’s misery instead of
working with the FDA, working with
biopharma, working with the people
out there who are disrupting disease
and misery? We seem to have a place
around here that wants to build dia-
betic clinics instead of curing diabetes.
What is wrong with the morality of
this place?

Another thing we are trying to figure
out in the Social Security actuary re-
port is they play this game where, hey,
when we get the out-years, things col-
lapse. We will do that in a week or two
because it is a little complex.

Another chart just trying to explain,
once again, what is the part A trust
fund, part B general fund. This here,
part D, also is a combination of some
of the fees you pay. That is your Medi-
care.

Back to the last couple of points I
want to make here.

When I just told you we are about to
have our fifth year of prime-age males
dying younger, is it moral to stand
here and say—remember, this chart
functionally ends at 2020. It has actu-
ally gotten uglier.

The U.S. is an outlier in disease and
disability trends. We are sicker than
the rest of the industrialized world. Is
it that we are not spending enough on
healthcare? Well, that is absurd be-
cause, let’s be honest, we engage in ag-
ricultural policy and nutrition support
policy where you can take your EBT
card and go buy onion rings.

Is that moral? Why isn’t there a fixa-
tion in this place when we have States
where over half of the population sta-
tistically is obese? They are dying on
us. We have a society that finances
crap in our diets. Why would we do this
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to each other? Is that Republican or
Democratic? I am just trying to make
the arguments. It turns out, if you
took it on, it is the single biggest thing
you can do for U.S. debt, taking on the
very things that are killing us.

I have done presentations before.
They were a little geeky trying to ex-
plain that if we could make our society
healthier, it is the single biggest thing
I can do to reduce U.S. debt. You all re-
member your high school economics
class, first-degree effects, second-de-
gree effects, third-degree effects,
knockoff effects. Do you remember all
the weird language? You want more of
our brothers and sisters to be able to
marry and family formation and par-
ticipate in society and be able to par-
ticipate in the economy. Help us make
our society healthier.

Mr. Speaker, I am trying to make the
morality argument that the very thing
that would be most effective for us to
take on the U.S. debt is legalizing tech-
nology to crash the price of healthcare,
putting technology into this govern-
ment to make government smaller and
more efficient. It requires thinking.
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It also requires really annoying a
whole bunch of the people in our hall-
ways demanding more money from us.
It would also be incredibly moral. It
would actually give our kids a chance,
in many ways, for the prosperity that
we and previous generations had.

Let’s think about it: We have done
this to ourselves. There is a way out. It
is not easy. It requires some com-
plexity. Are these Republican or Demo-
crat ideas? They are neither; they are
just hard. They are just hard.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

—————

FACING MENTAL HEALTH CHAL-
LENGES DOESN'T MAKE YOU
WEAK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CRANE). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentlewoman from Vermont (Ms.
BALINT) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the minority leader.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, tonight,
my colleagues and I are here on the
floor of the U.S. Congress to talk about
the mental health crisis we are seeing
across the country in each of our con-
gressional districts.

I know this issue can be incredibly
hard for many people to talk about. It
is personal. It is complex. Many Ameri-
cans don’t feel comfortable talking
about it because they fear the reaction
from their friends, their families, or
coworkers. But seeking mental health
treatment is not a sign of weakness; it
means you are human.

The body does not stop at the neck
and mental health care is healthcare.
Period.

All of us here tonight are fighting for
a future in which anyone who wants
mental health care gets it when we fi-
nally end the unequal treatment of
mental health.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB).

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Vermont for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, as you can see even be-
hind her, it says, ‘“Facing mental
health challenges doesn’t make you
weak. It makes you human.”

Even as I say this, I think about
Damon in my community who took his
life. He was a veteran. He served our
country. He came home. He continued
his service by being one of our fire-
fighters.

When I read that every single day in
our country, in our Nation, about 17
veterans die by suicide, I was shocked.
That is 17 families, Mr. Speaker, whose
lives will never be the same. This is
just one of the heartbreaking effects of
war and the reality of the mental
health crisis in our Nation.

We must work harder than ever to
ensure that no person, no human being,
or veteran is left behind, and everyone
receives the mental health support and
love that they need to survive.

The forever wars of the past decades
have left behind immense trauma, and
far too often our government fails to
provide our veterans with the support
they need and deserve. If we cannot
provide the necessary mental health
care in support of our veterans when
they return home, we should not be
sending them to war.

This Mental Health Awareness
Month, we must prioritize improving
access to mental health services to
every single American and every single
family across our Nation. This is crit-
ical to creating a better quality of life
for our communities and their families
and everyone in our communities that
continue to struggle.

I will let every veteran know in this
moment, as you hear me, I hope I can
save a life by telling you this, you can
call the National Suicide Prevention
Lifeline at 988, which offers free con-
fidential support 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week for those experiencing a mental
health crisis or contemplating suicide.

For our veterans looking for care
that is designed for the unique chal-
lenges facing your community, please
know that you can now access the Vet-
erans Crisis Hotline by dialing the 988
number and pressing 1 to get con-
nected. This is important because on
that other line, you may be connected
to a veteran who understands how you
feel.

By shedding light on the realities of
the mental health crisis in our Nation,
we can create an environment where
people feel seen, they feel heard, and
understood. We must break the stigma
surrounding mental health challenges
and ensure that healthcare is a human
right, not a privilege.

If you are a veteran in crisis, a per-
son in crisis, please know that there
are people that care deeply about you,
and we want to support you. Please
reach out for help if you need it. Again,
that crisis line is 988. You only need to
dial 988. Again, from the bottom of my
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heart, please believe me when I tell
you, you are not alone.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, we are in
the midst of a nationwide mental
health crisis, and it is critically impor-
tant for all of us in positions of power
to do the work of passing legislation
and funding programs that will meet
the needs of our constituents.

It is also important that we use our
positions to help create opportunities
for connections in our communities
right now because we have a crisis of
loneliness and disconnection in our Na-
tion.

It has become such an urgent issue
that our U.S. Surgeon General, Vivek
Murthy, has unveiled a new framework
and strategy to address this national
crisis of loneliness. Murthy has said
that social connections must be a top
priority in terms of public health. He
believes, as I do, that the epidemic of
loneliness and isolation has fueled
other problems in our society that are
making us very sick.

His research shows that about one in
every two Americans is experiencing
loneliness at any given time. It is
shocking. It isn’t just emotionally un-
comfortable to be lonely; it also has
real consequences for our health. It can
increase the risk of anxiety, depres-
sion, heart disease, stroke, and data in-
dicates that the risk of a premature
death due to loneliness is even com-
parable to the risk associated with
being a daily smoker.

This rampant disconnection and
loneliness also fuels anger and distrust,
and it adds to the disconnection that
many Americans experience.

The science is clear and compelling.
Research has found that our need for
connection may be as fundamental as
our need for food and water. Many
studies over the past decade have come
to the same conclusion: Social con-
nectedness generates a positive feed-
back loop of social, emotional, and ac-
tually physical well-being.

People who feel more connected to
others show lower levels of anxiety and
depression and greater empathy for
others. They also tend to be more coop-
erative and trusting. Further, a lack of
social connection can have a range of
negative effects.

One study of 7,000 Americans of dif-
ferent ages, genders, and health found
that people who were disconnected
from others were roughly three times
more likely to die over that 9-year
study than people with strong social
ties. Surprisingly, regardless of demo-
graphics, people who had unhealthy
lifestyles, but close social ties lived
longer than those with healthy living
habits but poor social connections.

Not only are relationships funda-
mental to our health and happiness,
but research shows that they may even
shape how our brains work to make de-
cisions. We must craft policy and make
investments to address our national
mental health crisis.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE).
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Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank my colleague from Vermont
for hosting this Special Order hour on
mental health.

Mr. Speaker, so long before I came to
Congress when I served on the board of
the Los Angeles Community College,
we would hold monthly board meetings
throughout the district, and it is the
largest community college district in
the country. We had nine campuses,
and so we would visit them regularly.

These meetings were oftentimes very
long, they were open to the public, and
lots of people would come. Lots of peo-
ple, lots of characters, and lots of men-
tal wellness issues were often on dis-
play.

The Los Angeles County Sheriff’s De-
partment was contracted with the dis-
trict, and it was the sheriff’s depart-
ment that would provide security for
these meetings. I would watch these of-
ficers, mostly men, but I would keep
my eye on them to see how they were
doing. I would watch them take into
account the changing surroundings
based on the meeting and the topics
and adapt to the circumstances of the
evening.

On occasion, these men, these good
men, would have to manage a mental
health episode by an attendee of the
meetings, a mental health episode that
verged on the unsafe.

I have to tell you; these sheriffs were
not trained for that. They did not
apply to become a sheriff to do that
kind of work. In reality, they should
not have been doing that. Yet, we
dump more and more social, economic,
mental, and physical healthcare issues
on their plate.

We are asking ill-equipped law en-
forcement members to be responsible
for managing the mental health crises
of our communities. No wonder they
are under duress.

Police officers report higher rates of
depression. Thirty percent of respond-
ers develop some Kkind of behavioral
health condition, compared to 20 per-
cent of the general public. Law en-
forcement officers have a 54 percent in-
crease in suicide risk when compared
to the civilian population. Correctional
officers in our prisons have suicide
rates much higher than other law en-
forcement agencies or even the mili-
tary.

Yet, Republicans want to crack down
on mental unwellness in every instance
except in cases regarding fentanyl. I
wonder why that is the case? By bol-
stering the institutional policy status
quo, you are not helping the mental
health of our officers or those that
they interact with.

I am actually floored that Repub-
licans have the audacity to talk about
supporting police when they have done
nothing but put these folks in more
danger. For the past 2 years, House Re-
publicans have closed the Labor,
Health, and Human Services account
for Community Project Funding re-
quests, obstructing funding from flow-
ing into our districts to support those
struggling with mental health.
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House Republicans also barred non-
profits from applying for Community
Project Funding within the Commu-
nity Development Fund—Economic De-
velopment Initiative for HUD, pre-
venting organizations that specialize in
addressing homelessness from receiv-
ing vital Federal funding and placing
additional burdens on law enforcement.

It is hypocritical to say this is Police
Week and you want to support law en-
forcement when you are vehemently
opposed to funding, supporting, or up-
lifting any of the initiatives that actu-
ally would do the most to help police,
including their mental health, and in-
cluding the mental health of those
they interact with.

Instead, let’s commit to legislation
like H.R. 6202, the Counseling Not
Criminalization in Schools Act. This
legislation diverts Federal funding
away from supporting the presence of
police in schools and toward evidence-
based and trauma-informed services
that address the needs of marginalized
students and improve academic out-
comes.

I have to tell you, the most common
reasons why police officers are called
are for issues related to parking, noise
nuisance, poverty, domestic violence,
and mental health episodes, and none
of these, truthfully, require police
intervention. Most demand mental
health intervention, especially when
you are dealing with someone in crisis.
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By investing in mental health crisis
intervention initiatives, we can actu-
ally better ensure the safety of both
our communities and law enforcement.

I generally don’t like to talk about
another State or somebody else’s dis-
trict, but I want to share a little bit
about what has been happening in Or-
egon. In Eugene, Oregon, they insti-
tuted this initiative called CAHOOTS,
Crisis Assistance Helping Out On the
Streets, a program with the city’s po-
lice department, and it has had re-
sounding success.

For nearly 30 years, the program has
dispatched crisis response professionals
to assist people who are intoxicated,
mentally ill, and/or disoriented to as-
sist the responding officers, reducing
police service calls by almost 9 percent
every year. It has also cut down on
workers’ compensation issues and
other liability claims.

This program actually inspired me to
introduce and pass into law the
C.R.I.S.E.S. Act in the California State
Legislature, which established a pilot
grant program to support similar com-
munity organizations that provide sta-
bility, safety, and culturally informed
and appropriate responses to mental
health crises to people experiencing
homelessness, to challenges with do-
mestic violence, and also to natural
disasters.

Law enforcement was supportive of
this because they don’t want to take
mental health crisis calls, but I don’t
know if Republicans care about them
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or about this country’s mental
wellness because they are certainly un-
willing to support policy changes and
crucial investments at the Federal
level that would address mental health
crises and mental health episodes.

In closing, I am going to think back
to my time in the California State Leg-
islature working with the California
Department of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation and listening to stories of
correctional officers battling depres-
sion, battling alcoholism, feeling iso-
lated, being abused by other correc-
tional officers, and being afraid to talk
about it. I think about the conversa-
tions I had with the parents of correc-
tional officers who died by suicide at
their job.

All of these examples are examples of
a mental health crisis happening in our
homes, our streets, and our facilities,
where we are asking folks to show up
every day of sound mind and work on
behalf of a locality, county, or commu-
nity to help keep it safe, and we are
not even doing our part. Republicans
are not even doing their part to help
them be safe.

I hope that Republicans are done
playing hooky at a courthouse in New
York today and will come back here
and focus on this immediate, critical,
and important epidemic that has taken
hold of the very people they claim to
support.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
TOKUDA).

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, 9 months
ago, the Lahaina fires took the lives of
101 people and destroyed hundreds of
structures, including homes, class-
rooms, historic parks and features, and
businesses. While we have come a long
way to repair the physical damage in-
flicted upon our community, the trau-
ma and emotional pain from the fires
continue to take root in the lives of
our Maui ‘‘family” ‘‘ohana.”

First responders, disaster workers,
and volunteers are on the front lines
and have been there from day one, de-
livering physical and emotional sup-
port to our people and families during
this time of crisis. While we know they
often—and you heard this from the pre-
vious speaker—put the needs of others
before themselves, the reality is they,
too, need help dealing with the chal-
lenges and dangers that come with ex-
periences and the things that they see
every day on the job, the situations
that they are faced with.

I will digress a bit and tell you some
stories of things that I saw in the first
days, weeks, and even months after the
fires. It was not uncommon for me to
come across even some of the top brass
in leadership of our emergency man-
agement, fire department, or police de-
partment, and they would stop me. You
could see by the look in their eyes that
it was very hard for them to continue
as they talked about the things they
saw and the experiences that they went
through as victims and survivors them-
selves, many of them asking me: How
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can I go on? What do I do now? I need
help, too.

Statistically, sadly, we know that
first responders, police officers, and
firefighters find themselves in this
very situation time and time again. We
know that these first responders are
more likely to die from suicide than in
the line of duty, and that depression
and PTSD are up to five times more
common in first responders.

Unfortunately, there are only a lim-
ited number of services and resources
available specifically to address the
mental health needs of our first re-
sponders. Too often, first responders
are directed to services that fail to
meet them where they are at and are
inadequate to support their mental
health and well-being, to truly under-
stand the situation that they are deal-
ing with every single day, reliving the
trauma, reliving the moment that they
have experienced, yet on the surface
having to put on that happy face and
continue to serve the public.

This is unacceptable. That is why I
introduced the CARE for First Re-
sponders Act, which would make sure
our first responders, disaster workers,
and volunteers have immediate access
to on-site, specialized crisis counseling
services and resources. Our bill would
also establish a peer support program
and a national hotline to provide 24/7
confidential, comprehensive crisis serv-
ices to first responders and their loved
ones.

Every day, these brave individuals
risk their lives to keep our commu-
nities safe. They are our superheroes,
but they are still human. All of us need
to be there for them, and we must do
everything we can to provide all of our
survivors and disaster responders with
the mental health and support they
need now.

The reality is that we can clear away
the debris, rebuild our schools, and re-
open our roads. We can see houses com-
ing up. Healing from the pain and trau-
ma, though, is a lot more difficult, and
that takes time.

As we recognize Mental Health
Awareness Month, I thank my col-
league from Vermont for giving us this
opportunity to call attention to the
mental health crisis that is ravaging
our people right now.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
that while we have made incredible
progress to expand access to mental
health and substance use disorder serv-
ices, there is still much more work to
be done, and it must be done now. We
must continue to fight to ensure every-
one can get the care they need when
they need it and where they are at.

We must pass critical lifesaving
measures like H.R. 6415, our CARE for
First Responders Act, a truly bipar-
tisan measure with 44 cosponsors from
both sides of the aisle to support those
who support, care for, and protect us
every single day.

We must prioritize and act with ur-
gency to fund and pass progressive pol-
icy changes to support mental health
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in our community. For the sake of all
the people who we love, for every single
person even in this building, we must
do it now.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
DESAULNIER).

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my wonderful colleague from
Vermont for yielding and for convening
this important conversation.

This discussion could not be more
timely, Mr. Speaker. Rates of mental
health conditions for America’s chil-
dren have been rising for years, and
now they are rising exponentially.

In 2019, one in three high school stu-
dents reported persistent feelings of
hopelessness and depression, rep-
resenting a 40-percent increase over 10
years. Social media has had a pro-
foundly negative impact on mental
health, with adolescents who spend
more than 3 hours per day on social
media facing twice the risk of devel-
oping symptoms of depression and anx-
iety.

The youth mental health epidemic in
America has also caught the attention
of our top public health authorities.
Over the last several years, the Sur-
geon General has issued advisories
about youth mental health and the
harm caused by social media. Included
in the advisories is guidance on how
young people, their families, educators,
health professionals, tech companies,
and other stakeholders can address
these challenges by encouraging
healthy relationships, modeling good
behavior, improving data privacy for
children on social media, and more.

The CDC has also been involved, in-
cluding through research about the
COVID pandemic’s negative impact on
youth mental health, the isolation.
The agency found that during the pan-
demic, youth experienced a very low
rate of social connectiveness, under-
standably. A sense of being cared for,
supported, and belonging at school, and
that lack of feeling connected to
school, was associated with a nearly 20
percentage point increase in persistent
feelings of hopelessness and depression
amongst American young people.

These statistics, obviously, are deep-
ly troubling and a warning sign to us
here in Congress and to America. We
have a responsibility to the future of
this country in Congress to support
children and families who are strug-
gling.

I am proud to have led legislation
like the Early Childhood Mental
Health Support Act, which would pro-
vide Head Start and Early Head Start
programs with funding to conduct be-
havioral health interventions for
young American children. I am proud
to say that this bill passed the House
last Congress with bipartisan support
in my broader Mental Health Matters
Act.

We have to keep pressing on until
this bill and other legislation to pro-
tect the mental health of young Ameri-
cans get across the finish line, signed,
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and implemented. We know that fail-
ure to address mental health disorders
and adverse childhood experiences
early on can lead to a lifetime of bigger
issues and serious outcomes for the in-
dividual and for our country and com-
munities.

As we continue our work in Congress
to address children’s mental health, we
must ensure that our efforts meet the
critical needs of this moment.

Mr. Speaker, I again thank the gen-
tlewoman for convening this and for
leading the effort to raise the con-
sciousness of this epidemic in America.

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, we have
heard from Members from many dif-
ferent parts of the country, from
Vermont to Michigan to California to
Hawaii. As I said before, we must
prioritize human connection and
healthy relationships, and we have to
craft policy and make bold invest-
ments to address our national mental
health crisis.

The percentage of U.S. adults who re-
port having been diagnosed with de-
pression at some point in their life-
times has reached nearly 30 percent.
This is almost a 10 percentage point in-
crease since 2015. The percentage of
Americans who currently have or are
being treated for depression has also
increased to almost 18 percent. These
rates are the highest recorded by Gal-
lup polling since it began measuring
depression using the current form of
data collection in 2015.

It is impacting all of us, but I am
particularly concerned about the toll it
is having on our kids and teens. Thirty
years ago, the greatest health threats
to teenagers came from binge drinking,
drunk driving, teen pregnancy, and
smoking. These have all fallen sharply
since then, but they have been sur-
passed by soaring rates of mental
health disorders.

In a little over a decade, the number
of adolescents reporting depression has
increased by 60 percent. Emergency
room visits by adolescents are up as
parents seek help for their teens who
are struggling with anxiety, depres-
sion, and self-harm. Suicide rates
among adolescents are up sharply, as
well.

The public health crisis has intensi-
fied since the pandemic, but it didn’t
cause it. We have seen a steady in-
crease over the past 20 years. Young
people now are getting less sleep, less
exercise, and less in-person time with
friends, all crucial for physical and
mental health. Adolescent brains are
being exposed to a huge wave of incom-
ing stimulation via social media and
technology.
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Teens in my district have told me
they feel anxious, disconnected, and de-
pressed. Many fear that their constant
use of cell phones and social media is
impacting their mental health.

We have important work to do, all of
us. Every single congressional district
is experiencing this. My work on men-
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tal health will be a cornerstone of the
work that I do in Congress.

I am working toward a future in
which anyone who wants mental health
care gets it and when we finally end
the unequal treatment of mental
health and addiction.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ISSUES IN NICARAGUA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. MOORE)
for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, American citizens from Alabama
and Texas and their Nicaraguan part-
ners have made it their mission to
spread the hope of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ to the Nicaraguan people for
nearly 30 years.

Evangelists with Mountain Gateway
Ministries have worked across the
country, leading on disaster recovery
and feeding, clothing, and planting
churches with the support and assist-
ance of the Nicaraguan government.

In January, however, the Attorney
General of Nicaragua began pursuing
charges against three U.S. citizens as-
sociated with Mountain Gateway and
11 Mountain Gateway Nicaraguan pas-
tors on trumped-up charges of money
laundering and organized crime.

In addition to being barred from
meeting with their legal representation
and their families, the lawyers on their
case were denied access to the case
files and to other relevant documenta-
tion against the pastors.

During the sham trial, the govern-
ment was unable to produce evidence of
the alleged illicit activity. Despite
this, the 11 pastors have been sen-
tenced to up to 15 years in prison and
a combined $1 billion in fines.

These pastors were working to bless
the people of Nicaragua, and now they
have been thrown in prison, and all
their property has been seized.

These sentences leave families with-
out income and children without moth-
ers and fathers simply for sharing the
good news of Jesus. I am deeply con-
cerned that these citizens and pastors
were targeted for sharing their faith.

Matthew 5:10 says: Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of Heav-
en.
I recently introduced a resolution, H.
Res. 1019, condemning the Nicaraguan
government for unjust imprisonment of
these people, and I hope my colleagues
will join in support.
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I am praying for a swift resolution to
this situation so these pastors can be
safely returned to their families and
continue sharing the Gospel.

I am grateful to the Members of Con-
gress who joined me for this Special
Order to highlight this issue and call
on the Nicaraguan government to re-
lease the imprisoned pastors imme-
diately.

I yield to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. ADERHOLT), one of my first
cosponsors of H. Res. 1019.

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of these Nicaraguan
pastors, ministry leaders of Mountain
Gateway, who are unable to speak for
themselves.

I thank my colleague from Alabama
for taking this time of the Special
Order to discuss this issue, to bring it
to the attention of the American peo-
ple, and, really, to the world.

He has been a great champion on
this, and there are many members of
our delegation in Alabama, and, really,
across the country, that are very con-
cerned about what we have heard going
on in Nicaragua and the situation down
there.

Unfortunately, so many of the Amer-
ican people are very unaware of what
the situation is just a few hundred
miles south of our border here in the
United States of America.

These leaders, as has been already
mentioned, but it should be repeated.
These leaders have been convicted by
the Nicaraguan government on sham
charges. They now face up to 15 years
in prison and $80 million in fines each.

The arrests came after these coura-
geous pastors led a series of revivals
that were authorized by the Nica-
raguan government. They were round-
ed up, and they were imprisoned short-
ly after a mass outpouring of faith in
the capital city.

Mr. Speaker, it is an act of religious
persecution that put these men and
women in prison, these pastors, these
leaders, these spiritual leaders, these
ministry leaders. It is human rights
violations that have kept them in pris-
on.

Again, I am so thankful that we live
in a country where we do not have to
worry about going to prison. I think so
many Americans take for granted all
the many freedoms that we have in
this country.

One of those main freedoms that we
have is that we get to worship freely.
We can worship freely, whether it be at
an outdoor revival, whether it be in a
large event, small event, or just being
at home reading our Bible. We don’t
have to worry about being sentenced to
15 years in prison.

Myself, as a young boy who accepted
Christ in my own life, I can now be in
Congress, and I can be a citizen here in
this United States and not worry about
the threat of prison being hung over
my head. We can worship freely wheth-
er it is to go to an outdoor revival, a
program that was such as happened in
Nicaragua, or whether it is to simply
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go to a small church service or just
simply being at home with some other
Christians sitting around, reading or
praying the Bible together.

During this time when we are reflect-
ing on what is going on here, I encour-
age the American people to reach out
to their Members of Congress and to
encourage them to do what they can to
stand with those of us who are trying
to call attention to this very serious
issue.

This not only goes on in Nicaragua,
but it also goes on in many other parts
of the world, as well. Today, we cer-
tainly want to call attention to those
pastors and ministry leaders from
Mountain Gateway who aren’t able to
speak for themselves and be a voice
here in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

We ask for their release, and I would
call on the Nicaraguan government to
take action to address these indis-
putable violations and to free these
men and women so that they can be re-
turned to their homes and their fami-
lies.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield to the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. PALMER), my friend.

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Alabama for yield-
ing time. I rise today to urge my col-
leagues to support passage of H. Res.
1019, introduced by my colleague from
Alabama (Mr. MOORE), in response to
the Nicaraguan government’s unjust
imprisonment of 11 pastors associated
with Mountain Gateway, a missionary
group based here in the United States.

This wrongful imprisonment is not
the first time Nicaragua has persecuted
good Samaritans trying to help their
impoverished Nation. In recent years,
Nicaragua has arrested Catholic mis-
sionaries, as well as members of the
Red Cross.

As the United States Congress, we
have a vested interest in both uphold-
ing international religious freedom and
the safety and security of American
citizens currently targeted.

I join my colleagues to call on the
Nicaraguan government to rescind
these unjust charges immediately and
release the pastors.

To the pastors and persecuted Chris-
tians everywhere, I encourage them
with this passage from Isaiah 41:10:
Fear not, for I am with you; be not dis-
mayed, for I am your God. I will
strengthen you. I will help you; I will
uphold you with my righteous right
hand.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, previously our colleagues across the
aisle were talking about hope and men-
tal health in America.

I think in Nicaragua, these min-
istries and certainly these missionaries
were impacting people’s lives and
bringing them hope. It is just a shame
what has happened to them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN).

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague for yielding time and for
his leadership on this important issue.
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Since its founding in 2006, Mountain
Gateway Ministries has been changing
people’s lives through the preaching of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the feeding
and clothing of those in need, and the
provision of water, food, equipment,
and recovery assistance during and
after natural disasters.

These noble and selfless efforts have
had far-reaching impacts on the lives
of so many families and individuals ex-
tending far beyond the borders of any
individual Nation.

In 2013, Mountain Gateway Ministries
began their important work in Nica-
ragua, spreading the Lord’s word to
hundreds of thousands of people.

The ministry has started and sup-
ported multiple churches across the
country, provided countless aid and
helping hands through hurricanes and
other humanitarian relief projects, and
has even gone as far as to run a
Fairtrade coffee farm with the goal of
providing a source of stable income for
local residents in nearby rural commu-
nities.

Over the course of 10 years, they have
operated with the cooperation and ap-
proval of the Nicaraguan authorities.
Unfortunately, this all changed after
the ministry held a series of evan-
gelistic services in 2023, which nearly 1
million people attended.

Shortly after those services ended,
the Nicaraguan government rapidly
changed its position and began a re-
lentless campaign of wrongful persecu-
tion.

In December 2023, under the guise of
false money laundering claims and
with little to no notice, the Nicaraguan
government canceled the ministry’s
legal status, arrested several Nica-
raguan pastors and ministry partners,
threatened the arrest of U.S. citizens
involved with the ministry, seized the
ministry’s properties, and froze its
bank accounts.

After spending months at a Nica-
raguan prison with no access to legal
counsel, no visits from their relatives,
and being unable to hear the allega-
tions against them, the trials against
those arrested commenced.

During the trial, the presiding judge
arbitrarily elevated the charges
against these individuals to aggravated
money laundering claims.

All the Nicaraguan defendants were
found guilty of the elevated charges
and sentenced to severe punishments,
including over 10 years in prison and
fines amounting to tens of millions of
dollars.

These instances of wrongful tar-
geting and persecution have unfortu-
nately become routine actions by the
Nicaraguan government.

The same government has taken
similar steps against the Catholic
Church, the International Committee
of the Red Cross, and many other reli-
gious groups, charities, and civic orga-
nizations.

Mr. Speaker, what is currently un-
folding in Nicaragua with the members
of Mountain Gateway Ministries is a
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travesty, an injustice on the greatest
scale.

From the time of their arrest to the
handing down of their sentences, the
treatment of these individuals and the
ministry is in complete contradiction
to the most fundamental freedoms and
beliefs that we hold here in America,
including the freedom of religion, pre-
sumption of innocence, and the guar-
antee of due process and equal treat-
ment under the law.

I commend Mountain Gateway found-
er Jon Britton Hancock and his family,
who are constituents of mine in Wyo-
ming, for bringing this to my attention
and for their tireless efforts to advo-
cate for the just treatment and release
of these individuals.

I urge President Biden, the State De-
partment, and all of my colleagues to
call on the Nicaraguan government to
take prompt action to address these
violations of religious freedom and
abandonment of justice and due proc-
ess.

Mr. MOORE of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I appreciate Ms. HAGEMAN speaking
tonight on that. I certainly want to en-
courage everybody to get on this reso-
lution, H. Res. 1019, to help free these
folks and bring attention to this issue.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CARL. Mr. Speaker, as Americans, we
pride ourselves on our individual liberties and
due process of law. We were founded on the
freedom of religion, and it is one of the most
important freedoms that we hold. | am deeply
disturbed by the ongoing situation of religious
persecution in Nicaragua. The Mountain Gate-
way pastors, who spread the teachings of
Jesus, have been violated at the hands of the
Nicaraguan government. No person should
ever be imprisoned for peacefully practicing
their religion. Religious persecution is both in-
tolerable and barbaric. The radical, leftist gov-
ernment of Nicaragua and President Daniel
Ortega have proven themselves time again to
be horribly oppressive. As a member of the
United States Congress, | condemn
Nicaragua’s actions, and | will always fight for
religious freedom at home and abroad.

——

WEAPONIZATION OF THE DOJ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD)
for 30 minutes.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of the subject of this Spe-
cial Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?

There was no objection.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
of all of the harm done over the past 3
years by Democrats, perhaps most
damaging has been the loss of faith and
trust in our most sacred institutions,
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especially our judicial system and our
Federal law enforcement.

Like never before, the Department of
Injustice has explicitly demonstrated a
willingness to target conservatives and
political opponents. They are not even
pretending anymore.

Whether conducting SWAT raids in
tactical gear at the homes of pro-life
protesters, targeting and arresting con-
cerned parents at school board meet-
ings, buying private data on those ex-
ercising their Second Amendment
rights, surveilling Catholics practicing
their faith in Richmond, or the dis-
parate treatment of January 6 pris-
oners, it is no surprise that half of the
country doesn’t trust the people in
power in this administration.

J 1900

Of course, their biggest and most im-
mediate target is the 47th President of
the United States because they know
that Donald J. Trump is the primary
obstacle to their quest to conquer and
control the citizens of the United
States, stripping them of their pesky
constitutional freedoms.

The egregious lawfare, the abusive
legal persecution of President Trump,
is nothing more than election inter-
ference at the highest levels. It is a
violation of voters’ rights. It is crimi-
nal conspiracy. Their aim is to put in
jail the only person, President Trump,
who is protecting the American people
from 4 more years of descent into an
abyss from which we would never re-
cover.

Democrats know with our country
and every American far worse off than
they were 3 years ago, they cannot beat
President Trump at the ballot box.
Whether you are talking about the bor-
der invasion, whether you are talking
about the surrender of our energy inde-
pendence, whether you are talking the
onslaught of regulations that is costing
the average family thousands of dol-
lars, whether you are talking about the
40-year high inflation that Americans
are suffering under, whether you are
talking about our weakened military
or our weakened foreign policy and the
conflicts all over the world that didn’t
exist when President Trump was in of-
fice, Americans in this country are
much worse off than they were 3 years
ago when President Trump was in of-
fice.

The department of injustice, because
they cannot beat him at the ballot box
in November, colludes illegally and un-
constitutionally with these rogue pros-
ecutors and judges in New York and
Atlanta.

They send Matthew Colangelo from
the Department of Justice to New
York. They corroborate with Fani Wil-
lis’ boyfriend, who bills the Georgia
taxpayers for hours spent working with
the Department of Justice. The judge
in New York City, who just happens to
be assigned somehow every high-profile
case of persecution of high-profile con-
servatives, abuses his power by declar-
ing a gag order, not to ensure the de-
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fendant, President Trump, gets a fair
trial but to prevent President Trump,
the defendant, from defending himself
in the court of public opinion.

The efforts to rig the 2020 election in-
cluded the suppression of conservative
views, the phony Russia collusion scan-
dal, spying on the Trump campaign,
the dirty Steele dossier, the relaxation
of voting procedures in the name of
COVID to facilitate the ability to
cheat.

Their efforts to rig the 2024 election,
however, are much more explicit and
transparent: prevent President Donald
Trump from being on the ballot. When
that failed, keep him off the campaign
trail and bleed his resources. Better
still, the coup de grace for them: Put
him in jail via dishonest convictions
and crooked courts while he waits for
what will surely be certain victory by
appeal.

As always with these people, the
process is the punishment. In fact, this
judge in this New York City trial, his
daughter is raising millions of dollars
off the trial for the Democratic Party.

The ex-con, the star witness, admit-
ted today to multiple counts of perjury
in his testimony under oath. These ri-
diculous trials, so-called improper
business records, so-called over-
valuation of assets, alleged document
mishandling in Florida for a President
who can declare anything declassified
by simply possessing it, alleged elec-
tion interference—that is rich coming
from the Democratic Party and these
rogue prosecutors colluding with the
DOJ. All of this began when President
Trump declared his candidacy for re-
election.

Who was harmed by these alleged
crimes? Who were the victims? What
was the real crime? Of course, no one,
no one, and nothing. This is not going
to work. The American people know it
for what it is.

The truth and the law are on the side
of President Trump, and he is going to
be the 47th President.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. BIGGS).

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for doing this.

Mr. Speaker, I am going to try to
dovetail with what Mr. GoOOD has
talked about, and that is the
weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment against American citizens for po-
litical purposes.

It is bad enough when it becomes
weaponized against American citizens,
but it becomes actually exponentially
worse when it becomes a tool of
authoritarianism to actually attack
political opponents.

Why is it worse? It is worse because
it undermines the very foundation of
the rule of law and of the free associa-
tion and free speech of American citi-
zens, from which we recognize all of
our political apparatus.

Let’s think about this. We know the
committee of weaponization, the Se-
lect Subcommittee on the
Weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment, recently put out a report dealing
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with the misuse of financial records of
Americans. Imagine if the Federal Gov-
ernment could get ahold of everybody’s
credit card statements. Well, they can,
actually. Why can they? Because they
have asked for it, and the banks and
credit card companies, many of them,
have actually turned that information
over to the FBI and the Department of
Justice.

For what reason? There is no par-
ticular reason. There is no indicia of
probable cause or suspicious behavior.
They are just acquiring metadata so
they can go after and pursue the indi-
viduals.

We see the same thing with this
movement to buy up additional
metadata from data brokers, private
commercial data brokers. They do that
so they can avoid the requirements of
suspicious conduct or probable cause.

That is what went on when the FBI
actually did millions of queries on
American citizens and did hundreds of
thousands of illegal searches of the
data of American citizens.

They didn’t have probable cause.
There was nothing, according to stat-
ute. This is part of the problem with
the FISA statute. They had no reason
to believe that any of those searches
would lead to finding criminal conduct,
yet they still went after these Amer-
ican citizens.

The DOJ and judiciary are joined by
the ATF. The ATF has been going after
firearm licensees, distributors, trying
to find technical errors showing up be-
cause this is the way the Biden admin-
istration is trying to disarm the Amer-
ican public.

It just goes on. Every institution has
been weaponized. The military has
been weaponized.

It looks like General Perry is here.
He might want to talk about that.

The education system is weaponized.
You know what happens when you have
a generation or two that has been in-
doctrinated into how bad this country
is, that we have no moral high ground,
that we don’t respect freedom, that we
are going to basically embrace critical
race theory and that type of the thing.

First of all, you remember that when
they did this, they said there is no such
thing as critical race theory. That is
what the Democrats said here. We were
in Judiciary. We had debates on it.
They said there is no such thing.

Of course, there is such a thing. Crit-
ical theory grew right out of the
Frankfurt School, the philosophical
group that was led by Jurgen
Habermas, Theodor Adorno and the
others in the Frankfurt School. They
came over and created the critical the-
ory.

In the early seventies, a law pro-
fessor created the notion of critical
race theory. He published articles. It
was adopted. The reality is what has
happened with that is you have an in-
doctrinated generation that believes
that America is no good, was no good,
and will never be good because it is
systemically and inherently problem-
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atic. It is not just critical race theory.
There is a whole bundle of other crit-
ical arguments related to critical the-
ory.

You have district attorneys and
county attorneys who have run on the
notion that those who commit violent
crime are misunderstood and should be
released into the public, and that those
who are victimized become
marginalized, which is why I intro-
duced the ALVIN bill, which was to get
at Mr. Bragg in New York, and the
WILLIS Act.

What are these meant to do? They
are meant to use what the Founders
gave us within the Constitution, which
is our opportunity to use the funding
streams and the purse strings to actu-
ally try to bring a runaway executive
branch back in.

This all culminates in today’s ac-
tions. What do we see happening? I
won’t steal my friend’s thunder be-
cause he was talking about former
President Donald Trump, who is under-
going four pieces of lawfare. Those
lawfare originated right in the White
House. They are coming down from
President Biden. How do we know that?
Because the paramour of Fani Willis
came up and met in the White House to
get instructions. How do we know that?
Because Jack Smith, who is pros-
ecuting him here on the Mar-a-Lago
case, went to the White House multiple
times to get instructions. How do we
know that? Because Alvin Bragg also
met with the White House. How do we
know that? Because Matthew
Colangelo, one of the high-ranking DOJ
lawyers, left that DOJ and went to
Alvin Bragg’s office after Alvin Bragg
and everybody else who looked at the
case that is going on in New York City
said there is no there there.

By the way, they probably were also
told your two star witnesses are
Stormy Daniels, who has basically said
multiple times—four different times—
there was never any interaction be-
tween her and Donald Trump, and then
Michael Cohen, who has a long string
of convictions for lying. He lied about
lying, and then he lied about lying
about lying today. We heard it in the
hours of testimony we saw.

The next step is, how else do you
weaponize government? You use it to
shield bad acts from the public. Let me
give you omne. This is my last one.
Today, the Judiciary Committee voted
to hold Merrick Garland in contempt of
court. Tonight, I anticipate the Over-
sight Committee will do the same.

What did the Biden administration
do? President Biden has asserted execu-
tive privilege. Now, I want my col-
leagues to think about this for just a
moment. The rationale for the execu-
tive privilege based on what Merrick
Garland said today, both in an oral and
written statement, was two reasons.
Number one, we are not going to be
able to pursue sensitive investigations.
He didn’t say how that works, but that
is not a reason for executive privilege.
It isn’t. The other thing with regard to
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executive privilege is they talked
about politics and the political rami-
fications if this audio recording was re-
leased.

Now, you have already released the
transcript. By the way, both of those
arguments are undercut because you
already released a written transcript.

The only reason not to bring out the
recording is because you were abashed,
embarrassed because you either doc-
tored your transcript, your written
transcript, or because the performance
is so egregiously bad in the oral tran-
script. Neither of those will work.

I am going to call right now and re-
mind everybody that we can take ac-
tion here. We should. I will just tell
you that that is another way that you
can weaponize government. That is to
hide information, fail to be trans-
parent. That is what this administra-
tion has done.

O 1915

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman BIGGS, an esteemed
member of the Judiciary Committee
for his comments.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY), my
good friend.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman of the House Freedom
Caucus and the former chairman of the
House Freedom Caucus for their com-
ments.

I am happy to join in a colloquy with
them over the abuses of power and the
dangers of the abuse of power.

The Framers of the Constitution
noted that it was the avarice of man,
the avarice of mankind, the greed of
mankind that compelled them to set
this government up the way they did,
so that there were three separate but
coequal branches that would compete
with one another and hold each other
in check, Mr. Speaker.

It all depended on a few things. It de-
pended on a public, it depended on men
and women that would take care, who
would put things above themselves
that are bigger than themselves. It de-
pended on a people that believed in the
sanctity and the providence of God.

Mr. Speaker, it is a little ripped up
here because I carry it with me every-
where, but this is the Constitution of
the United States of America. I think
you can clearly see it is a piece of
paper for all intents and purposes. It
cannot defend itself. It rides around in
my pocket. It depends on people of in-
tegrity to defend it, to uphold it and
this judicial system we have.

This system of justice we have is no
different.

If people are willing to abuse it, it
can no more defend itself than this
piece of paper known as the Constitu-
tion can defend itself. It depends on us.
When it is so willingly abused for ava-
rice, for the greed of mankind, there is
little that can be done about it.

This body can do little. Unfortu-
nately, the little we can do there has
been no interest shown in doing it,
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which is the power of funding it. Unfor-
tunately, while we see the abuses,
while we watch the abuses front and
center, the power that we have to say
we will stop it, we have, unfortunately,
given them more authority, given them
more money than they have even asked
for to continue to abuse it.

My friends, my colleagues visited a
courthouse today with the former
President of the United States for a
case in which there is no crime enu-
merated because there is no crime—
specious witnesses to say the least, un-
fortunately. It is a sad tale no matter
which way you look at it.

The reason I am bringing it up and
the former speaker brought it up is be-
cause you know who can’t bring it up?
The defendant, the former President of
the United States as a defendant can’t
bring it up because there has been a
gag order placed on him.

Mr. Speaker, gag orders are meant—
and I am not an attorney, but I think
my good friend from Arizona would
admit—to protect the accused. Yet, the
accused is the one who can’t speak in
his own defense on his own behalf.
Meanwhile, the people that are accus-
ing him, the awesome, unbelievable
power of the State—when 1 say the
State, the government, the Federal
Government, unlimited resources pro-
vided by taxpayers, that is what the
accused is up against.

We know because we have seen from
history that the accused is the one who
is little able to defend themselves,
guilty or not guilty, so we want to pro-
vide every single protection to the ac-
cused, just in case—just in case, Mr.
Speaker, they might not be guilty as
charged.

Yet, in this instance, the avarice of
man, the guilt and the greed of man-
kind has compelled this side of the
aisle to go after with such a vengeance
and use the instruments and the au-
thority of the Federal Government to
go after their political rivals.

They are blinded by their greed.

They are blinded by their hatred.

They are blinded by their need to
control power so much so that they
will do anything, and they have done
anything.

We are watching the case in Florida
where now we found out the evidence
was tampered with. Oh, my goodness,
it sure appears like, forget the evi-
dence being tampered with, because it
is being tampered with by the same
people who appear to have set up the
whole charade in the first place, again,
against their political rival, the former
President of the United States, who
might very well be the next President
of the United States.

I say all that to say this: History has
shown us—and if you have traveled at
all and watched conflicts around the
world—that these injuries that occur
from one side to the other tend to re-
peat themselves because then if there
is going to be a redress—in other
words, if there is going to be a fix or a
solution to that egregious misuse of
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power, then the other side is compelled
to it when they are in a position of au-
thority. It takes unbelievable will and
integrity to say we are not going to en-
gage in that kind of thing. If we are in
a position of authority, we are not
going to succumb to the greed and the
avarice of mankind if you put us in au-
thority.

Mr. Speaker, we all fall short of the
grace of God, and the temptation can
be overwhelming, which is why it is so
important that both sides lay down
their greed and say: We are going to
try and do this fair and square. We are
going to try to do this the right way.
We are going to try to win the argu-
ment and not use the instruments of
Federal power where we otherwise
could. We are not going to do that.

Unfortunately, we are in the un-
chartered territory of the United
States of America where that is not
the case. This is the charted territory
of many despots, dictators, and tyrants
around the globe throughout history,
and now it has come home to America.
Unfortunately, in one of the major po-
litical parties in the United States of
America. We are watching it
weaponized not only against President
Trump but average citizens, average
citizens who fear that if they might
speak, that they might be held in con-
tempt, and they might be bankrupted
by somebody that disagrees with them
politically.

I will turn it back to my good friend
from Virginia and thank him for the
time and for bringing the subject up.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Arizona
(Mr. BigGs) for some final thoughts.

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
both of the chairmen for their com-
ments.

I want to add just a couple things.
We are a constitutional republic. We
are not a democracy. A constitutional
republic actually elects representatives
to make decisions and represent the
will of a district or a State. That is the
distinction.

Democracy actually comes from the
Latin word ‘‘demos’. It is where the
people themselves are voting directly
on the issues and decisions to be made.
That is really what happens in a de-
mocracy, which is why the Founders
warned us and said: You have a con-
stitutional republic, you don’t have a
democracy. You don’t have a democ-
racy because democracies have been
short and turbulent in their destruc-
tion.

As one historian said in about 1804, it
has been the sad history of democracies
that as soon as people realize they can
vote themselves benefits from the gov-
ernment, they do so, and the govern-
ment terminates. So we have a con-
stitutional republic.

We have separation of powers both
horizontally and vertically. James
Madison taught us very clearly that we
should honor those separations rigidly.

When we talk about horizontally, we
always think of the legislative branch,
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the executive branch, and the judici-
ary, which by the way, are not coequal
branches. The Founders were very
clear on this. They described the judi-
ciary as the weakest branch. We con-
trol their jurisdiction, except for in a
few cases of original jurisdiction. We
create the Article III courts with the
exception of the United States Su-
preme Court.

The executive branch has very lim-
ited powers. In fact, they thought the
executive branch itself, the Presidency
would be more ceremonial than sub-
stantive, and the legislative branch
would be small with enumerated pow-
ers, but because the House of Rep-
resentatives was elected directly by
the people, it would have the purse
strings.

The Senate was to be elected by the
State legislatures, and they were to
represent the States’ interests.

Well, what has happened is we are up-
side down. We are so upside down be-
cause every State—having spent many
years in the State legislature, and I
think my colleagues know this.

What happens is this: We spend about
80 percent of our time in the State of
Arizona trying to respond to Federal
mandates passed by this bunch of yo-
yos or by the bureaucracy where they
were telling us things like, gee, in
Phoenix, Arizona, what we want you to
do is we want you to water down your
dust because the number one particu-
late in the Phoenix metro area is dust.
That is your biggest pollutant. Water
it down.

The other half is EPA saying: You
can’t water it down because we are
watching you on your water usage.
This is from people who are cubicle
dwellers who are controlling, without
any understanding, 5.5 million people
in the Phoenix metro area.

They become weaponized. They are
nameless. They are faceless. They are
the D.C. cartel, which consists of bu-
reaucracy, media, and lobbyists. That
is your cartel. They have taken the in-
stitutions of this country, and they
have weaponized them against the
American people.

It is time for this body to say we are
the ones closest to the people, and we
must do all we can. We may not have
leverage over the Senate now, we may
not have leverage over the executive
branch now, but we must do and can do
everything possible to restore the sepa-
ration of powers both horizontally and
vertically. If we did that, I guarantee
you what would happen is this
weaponization would dissipate. It
wouldn’t go quietly in the night, but
we have felt it wrap around our necks
like the flaxen cords of sin, and we
have got to begin cutting it off.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Chairman BI1cGS for his com-
ments.

We have seen over the last 3 years
the consequence of electing people who
will abuse power, weaponize the Fed-
eral Government against citizens and



H3326

political opponents, and carry out dis-
parate justice treatment based on po-
litical views.

Both Chairman PERRY and Chairman
Bicags have spoken eloquently about
the Constitution, our true north, our
compass, which is just a minor incon-
venience to the folks on the other side,
who have a mentality of show me the
man, I will show you the crime.

We cannot let them win in this en-
deavor. We must hold them account-
able. That is why it was a privilege
today to go up, Mr. Speaker, and de-
fend our former President and future
President of the United States for the
abuse of power that is being directed at
him right now as they target truly the
American people as he stands in their
way.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois (at the request
of Mr. JEFFRIES) for today on account
of a funeral.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly an en-
rolled bill of the House of the following
title, which was thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 3935. An act to amend title 49, United
States Code, to reauthorize and improve the
Federal Aviation Administration and other
civil aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 546.—An act to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize law enforcement agencies to use
COPS grants for recruitment activities, and
for other purposes.

———————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 28 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, May 17, 2024, at 9 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-4202. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Specialty Crops Program, Agricultural
Marketing Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Almonds Grown in California; Amend-
ments to the Marketing Order [Doc. No.:
AMS-SC-21-0089] received May 8, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
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121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

EC-4203. A letter from the Program Ana-
lyst, Farm Service Agency, Department of
Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s
notice of funding availability — Fiscal Year
(FY) 2023 Farm Labor Stabilization and Pro-
tection Pilot Program [No. USDA-FSA-OA-
FLSP-G-23-0001] received May 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

EC-4204. A letter from the Regulatory Pol-
icy Analyst, Regulations Policy Manage-
ment Staff, FDA, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Food Additives Per-
mitted in Feed and Drinking Water of Ani-
mals; Condensed, Extracted Glutamic Acid
Fermentation Product [Docket No.: FDA-
2024-F-1850] received May 6, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

EC-4205. A letter from the Deputy Director
of Congressional Affairs, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Revisions To Export, Reexport, and Transfer
(In-Country) Controls for Nicaragua under
the Export Administration Regulations
[Docket No.: 240202-0036] (RIN: 0694-AJ34) re-
ceived May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-4206. A letter from the Deputy Director
of Congressional Affairs, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Additions to the Entity List [Docket No.:
230713-0167] (RIN: 0694-AJ28) received May 6,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4207. A letter from the Deputy Director
Of Congressional Affairs, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Additions of Entities to the Entity List
[Docket No.: 240215-0050] (RIN: 0694-AJ54) re-
ceived May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

EC-4208. A letter from the Deputy Director
of Congressional Affairs, Bureau of Industry
and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Revisions to the Unverified List [Docket No.:
230810-0191] (RIN: 0694-AJ33) received May 6,
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

EC-4209. A letter from the Biologist,
Branch of Recovery and Conservation Plan-
ning, Department of the Interior, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Endan-
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants;
Establishment of a Nonessential Experi-
mental Population of Grizzly Bear in the
North Cascades Ecosystem, Washington
State [Docket No.: FWS-R1-ES-2023-0074;
FXES11130100000-245-FF01E00000] (RIN: 1018-
BG89) received May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources.

EC-4210. A letter from the Executive As-
sistant to the Director, National Park Serv-
ice, Department of the Interior, transmitting
the Department’s final rule — Native Amer-
ican Graves Protection and Repatriation Act
Systematic Processes for Disposition or Re-
patriation of Native American Human Re-
mains, Funerary Objects, Sacred Objects,
and Objects of Cultural Patrimony [NPS-
WASO-NAGPRA-NPS0036506; PPWOCRADNO-
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PCU00RP14.550000] (RIN: 1024-AE19) received
May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Natural Resources.

EC-4211. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Director, Office of Congressional Relations,
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement,
Department of Homeland Security, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Removal
of Obsolete Procedures and Requirements
Related to F, J, and M Nonimmigrants [DHS
Docket No.: ICEB-2021-0016] (RIN: 1653-A A87)
received April 30, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.
EC-4212. A letter from the Chief Regu-
latory Officer, U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services, Department of Homeland Se-
curity, transmitting the Department’s final
rulemaking — Classification for Victims of
Severe Forms of Trafficking in Persons; Eli-
gibility for ““T”’ Nonimmigrant Status [CIS
No.: 2507-11; DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2011-
0010] (RIN: 1615-AA59) received May 6, 2024,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

EC-4213. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus SAS
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2024-0764;
Project Identifier MCAI-2023-01017-T; Amend-
ment 39-22716; AD 2024-06-11] (RIN: 2120-A A64)
received May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-4214. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Airbus SAS
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2023-0009;
Project Identifier MCAI-2022-00789-T; Amend-
ment 39-22712; AD 2024-06-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64)
received May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

EC-4215. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; BAE Sys-
tems (Operations) Limited Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2023-2400; Project Identifier MCAI-
2023-00782-T; Amendment 39-22715; AD 2024-06-
10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received May 6, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4216. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Rolls-
Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG [Docket
No.: FAA-2023-2233; Project Identifier MCAI-
2023-00755-E; Amendment 39-22704; AD 2024-05-
12] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received May 6, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4217. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2023-
1413; Project Identifier AD-2023-00087-T;
Amendment 39-22706; AD 2024-06-01] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received May 6, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4218. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; The Boeing
Company Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2023-
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1400; Project Identifier AD-2022-01374-T;
Amendment 39-22708; AD 2024-06-03] (RIN:
2120-AA64) received May 6, 2024, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4219. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of VOR Federal Airways
V-78 and V-171; Darwin, MN [Docket No.:
FAA-2023-1735; Airspace Docket No.: 23-AGL-
18] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received May 6, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4220. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Saab AB,
Support and Services (Formerly Known as
Saab AB, Saab Aeronautics) Airplanes
[Docket No.: FAA-2024-0220; Project Identi-
fier MCAI-2023-00760-T; Amendment 39-22733;
AD 2023-13-07R1] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received
May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-4221. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Amendment of Alaskan Very High
Frequency Omnidirectional Range Federal
Airway V-506 in the Vicinity of Kodiak, AK
[Docket No.: FAA-2023-2105; Airspace Docket
No.: 22-AAL-61] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received
May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-4222. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airworthiness Directives; Diamond
Aircraft Industries GmbH Airplanes [Docket
No.: FAA-2023-2143; Project Identifier MCAI-
2023-00088-A; Amendment 39-22718; AD 2024-06-
13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received May 6, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4223. A letter from the Management
Analyst, FAA, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Airman Certification Standards and
Practical Test Standards for Airmen; Incor-
poration by Reference [Docket No.: FAA-
2022-1463; Amdt. Nos.: 61-153, 63-46, and 65-64]
(RIN: 2120-AL74) received May 1, 2024, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

EC-4224. A letter from the Associate Ad-
ministrator, Congressional and Legislative
Affairs, Office of Capital Access, Small Busi-
ness Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Criminal Justice
Reviews for the SBA Business Loan Pro-
grams, Disaster Loan Programs, and Surety
Bond Guaranty Program (RIN: 3245-AI03) re-
ceived May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness.

EC-4225. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
Major final regulations and removal of tem-
porary regulations — Transfer of Certain
Credits [TD 9993] (RIN: 1545-BQ64) received
May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

EC-4226. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations Section, Internal Rev-
enue Service, transmitting the Service’s
final regulations — Guidance on the Defini-
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tion of Domestically Controlled Qualified In-
vestment Entities [TD 9992] (RIN: 1545-BQ36)
received May 6, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and
Means.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself, Ms.
BROWNLEY, and Mr. LEVIN):

H.R. 8418. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to update the Lethal Means
Safety and Suicide Prevention training
course of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. LAWLER (for himself, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Mr. JAMES,
Mr. STANTON, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
D’EspPoOSITO, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr.
SU0zz1, Mr. NADLER, Mr. MOLINARO,
Mr. WILLIAMS of New York, Mr.
RYAN, Mr. NORCROSS, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. LALOTA, Mr.
LANGWORTHY, Ms. TENNEY, Mr.
NEHLS, Mr. GARBARINO, Ms. MENG,
Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr.
TORRES of New York):

H.R. 8419. A Dbill to amend the Justice for
United States Victims of State Sponsored
Terrorism Act to provide funding for United
States victims of state-sponsored terrorism
by ensuring consistent and meaningful dis-
tributions from the United States Victims of
State Sponsored Terrorism Fund, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. CARBAJAL (for himself and
Mr. BACON):

H.R. 8420. A bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for the hiring and re-
hiring of additional career law enforcement
officers for the fiscal year ending September
30, 2024, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and in addition to
the Committee on the Budget, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. MASSIE (for himself, Mr.
BIGGS, Ms. BOEBERT, Mr. BRECHEEN,
Mr. BURCHETT, Mr. BURLISON, Mrs.
CAMMACK, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. CRANE, Mr.
DUNCAN, Mr. GAETZ, Mr. GOoD of Vir-
ginia, Mr. GOSAR, Ms. GREENE of
Georgia, Ms. HAGEMAN, Mr. NORMAN,
Mr. PERRY, Mr. RoYy, Mr. SELF, Mrs.
SPARTZ, and Mr. TIFFANY):

H.R. 8421. A bill to abolish the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System
and the Federal reserve banks, to repeal the
Federal Reserve Act, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Financial Services.

By Ms. BALINT (for herself and Mrs.
GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 8422. A bill to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to establish programs for the
provision of mental health services to indi-
viduals affected by a major disaster, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition
to the Committee on Homeland Security, for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Mr.
PocaN, Ms. DaAvIDS of Kansas, Mr.
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TONKO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. JACK-
SON LEE, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. GARCIA
of Texas, Mr. CASTEN, and Ms.
JAYAPAL):

H.R. 8423. A bill to amend the Older Ameri-
cans Act of 1965 to establish a LGBTQI rural
outreach grant program, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Mr. BURCHETT (for himself, Mr.
MOSKOWITZ, Mrs. LUNA, and Mr.
BURLISON):

H.R. 8424. A bill to require the release to
the public of all documents, reports, and
other records relating to unidentified anom-
alous phenomena, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability.

By Ms. CARAVEO (for herself and Mr.
VALADAO):

H.R. 8425. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Administration
to revise a rule relating to language trans-
lation assistance with respect to certain
needs assessments, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr.
POCAN, Mr. NORCROSS, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. ALLRED, Mr. BACON, Mr. BEYER,
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
BROWNLEY, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr.
CARBAJAL, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CASAR,
Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. CLEAVER,
Mr. COHEN, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. CRAIG,
Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. DELAURO,
Mr. DELUZIO, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. EVANS,
Mr. FOSTER, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. ROBERT GAR-
c1A of California, Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mrs.
HAYES, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. HOYER,
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. IVEY, Mr.
KILDEE, Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr.
LANDSMAN, Mr. LARSEN of Wash-
ington, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. LLYNCH, Mrs.
MCBATH, Ms. McCOLLUM, Mr.
MCGARVEY, Mr. MOLINARO, Mr.
MOULTON, Mr. MRVAN, Mr. MULLIN,
Mr. NADLER, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OMAR,
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. PEREZ, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. PINGREE,
Ms. PORTER, Ms. ROSS, Ms. SANCHEZ,

Mr. SARBANES, Ms. SCANLON, Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms.
SHERRILL, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms.
STANSBURY, Ms. STEVENS, Mr.

SWALWELL, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. TOKUDA,
Mr. TONKO, Mr. TORRES of New York,
Mr. TRONE, Mr. VEASEY, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. WASSERMAN
SCHULTZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms.
WILD, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms.
WILSON of Florida, Mr. FROST, Mr.
PASCRELL, and Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi):

H.R. 8426. A bill to secure the rights of pub-
lic employees to organize, act concertedly,
and bargain collectively, which safeguard
the public interest and promote the free and
unobstructed flow of commerce, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas (for himself,
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. FROST, Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. McGov-
ERN, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. BOWMAN,
Mr. GoLDMAN of New York, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. GARCIA of
Texas, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. KiM of New
Jersey, and Ms. BROWNLEY):
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H.R. 8427. A bill to prohibit the importa-
tion, sale, manufacture, transfer, or posses-
sion of .50 caliber rifles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER:

H.R. 8428. A bill to amend the Oregon Re-
source Conservation Act of 1996 to reauthor-
ize the Deschutes River Conservancy Work-
ing Group, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Ms. CRAIG:

H.R. 8429. A bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to
authorize the use of Byrne-JAG grants for
the purchase of disaster response and tac-
tical vehicles; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. DONALDS (for himself, Mr.
BIGGS, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. CLYDE, Mr.
OBERNOLTE, Mr. HUNT, Mr. HIGGINS of
Louisiana, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
Mr. NEHLS, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. TIMMONS,
Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Ms. BOEBERT,
and Ms. MACE):

H.R. 8430. A bill to make certain adjust-
ments pertaining to the Alternatives to De-
tention program, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. FEENSTRA (for himself and
Ms. CRAIG):

H.R. 8431. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to provide regular updates to
Livestock Indemnity Program payment
rates to reflect market prices, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself,
Mr. HARRIS, and Mr. MOORE of Ala-
bama):

H.R. 8432. A Dbill to codify Executive Order
13809, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. HAGEMAN (for herself, Mr.
BANKS, and Mr. BURLISON):

H.R. 8433. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to require the National
Institutes of Health to select awardees based
on merit, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas (for himself,
Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr.
ELLZEY, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. PFLUGER,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. ALLRED,
and Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas):

H.R. 8434. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
107 North Hoyne Avenue in Fritch, Texas, as
the ‘‘Chief Zeb Smith Post Office’’; to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for
himself and Mr. BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 8435. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to treat certain price pro-
tection payments as eligible rollover dis-
tributions, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. LETLOW:

H.R. 8436. A bill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to modify a provision relating
to quality loss adjustment coverage; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. McCAUL (for himself, Mrs.
WAGNER, Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Mr. SELF,
Mr. LAWLER, Mr. WILSON of South
Carolina, Mr. KEAN of New Jersey,
Mr. STANTON, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
OWENS, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. JACK-
SON of Texas, Mrs. KIGGANS of Vir-
ginia, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr.
RESCHENTHALER, Mr. BACON, Mr.
BALDERSON, Ms. MANNING, Mr. MAST,
Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr. GUEST, Mr.
GIMENEZ, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. BARR,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. SESSIONS,
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr.
GARBARINO, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. MOSKOWITZ,
and Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia):

H.R. 8437. A bill to provide for congres-
sional oversight of proposed changes to arms
sales to Israel; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs, and in addition to the Committee on
Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. MCCLELLAN (for herself and
Ms. SANCHEZ):

H.R. 8438. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit qualified dis-
tributions from section 529 plans for certain
transportation and parking expenses; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. MOLINARO:

H.R. 8439. A Dbill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to modify household in-
come to exclude income earned by a member
who is 21 years of age or younger and who is
an elementary or secondary school student;
to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. MOORE of Alabama (for himself
and Mr. CARTER of Liouisiana):

H.R. 8440. A bill to waive the statute of
limitations for cases against the government
related to the General Motors bailout that
were filed on or before July 9, 2015, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Mr. NEHLS (for himself and Mr.
DONALDS):

H.R. 8441. A bill to prohibit the Secretary
of Homeland Security from using Federal
funds to establish the ICE Secure Docket
Card program and to prohibit the use of doc-
umentation issued in connection with immi-
gration proceedings to establish eligibility
for Federal public benefits; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. PORTER (for herself and Mr.
VALADAO):

H.R. 8442. A Dbill to temporarily expand the
supplemental nutrition assistance program
income eligibility of households that include
certain veterans; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. ;

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 8443. A Dbill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to provide re-entry entrepreneur-
ship counseling and training services for in-
carcerated individuals, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Small Business.

By Mr. CLYDE (for himself, Mrs. LLUNA,
Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. CLINE, Mr.
WESTERMAN, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. SELF,
Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. BEAN of Florida,
Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mrs. MILLER of
Illinois, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mr. OGLES,
Mr. BABIN, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
CLouD, Mr. Roy, Mr. GooD of Vir-
ginia, Mr. BIsSHOP of North Carolina,
Mr. BURLISON, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. CRANE,
Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. PERRY, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. MANN, Mr.
CRENSHAW, Mr. IssA, Mrs. HINSON,
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. HIGGINS of
Louisiana, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama,
Mr. DONALDS, Mr. MORAN, Mr. NEHLS,
Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, Mr.
PosEYy, Mr. ESTES, Mr. EZELL, Mr.
DUNN of Florida, Mr. MOORE of Ala-

bama, Mr. OWENS, Mrs.
HARSHBARGER, Mr. TIMMONS, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Mr. MOONEY, Ms.

BOEBERT, Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. ELLZEY,
Mr. GOSAR, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Mr.
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HARRIS, Ms. GREENE of Georgia, Mr.
WOMACK, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. BILIRAKIS,
Mr. BENTZ, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of Texas, Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr.
MCcCORMICK, Mr. BOST, Mr. GRAVES of
Missouri, Mr. ALLEN, Ms. HAGEMAN,
Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. DAVIDSON, Mr.
MASSIE, Mr. COLLINS, Mr. STEUBE,
Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr.
LANGWORTHY, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr.
GUEST, Mr. PALMER, Mr. ZINKE, Mrs.
LESKO, Mr. YAKYM, Mr. HILL, Mr.
ROSE, Mr. FLOOD, Mrs. BICE, Mr.
BALDERSON, and Mr. FEENSTRA):

H.J. Res. 144. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Depart-
ment of Justice, relating to ‘‘Definition of
’Engaged in the Business’ as a Dealer in
Firearms’’; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. FINSTAD (for himself and Mr.
CRENSHAW):

H.J. Res. 145. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion relating to ‘‘Medical Devices; Labora-
tory Developed Tests’’; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. MACE (for herself, Mr. BIGGS,
Ms. BOEBERT, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr.
BURLISON, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. DA-
VIDSON, Mr. OGLES, Mr. GOSAR, Mr.
DONALDS, Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr.
MOONEY, Mr. TIFFANY, Ms. HAGEMAN,
Mr. FALLON, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. PERRY,
Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr.
CRAWFORD, Mr. Roy, Mr. ROSE, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, Mr. HUNT, Mr.
DESJARLAIS, Mr. CRANE, Mr.
BRECHEEN, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. GOODEN of
Texas, Mr. GAETZ, Mrs. LUNA, Mr.
NEHLS, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BABIN, and
Mr. CLYDE):

H.J. Res. 146. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Centers for Medicare &
Medicaid Services relating to ‘‘Clarifying the
Eligibility of Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) Recipients and Certain
Other Noncitizens for a Qualified Health
Plan through an Exchange, Advance Pay-
ments of the Premium Tax Credit, Cost-
Sharing Reductions, and a Basic Health Pro-
gram’; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois (for her-
self, Ms. FoxxX, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. SMITH
of Nebraska, Mr. OGLES, Mr. GooD of
Virginia, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. MANN, Mr. BEAN of
Florida, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. ALLEN, Mr.
GROTHMAN, Mr. CLOUD, Mr. DUARTE,
Ms. LETLOW, Mr. WALBERG, Mr. SES-
SIONS, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. BURLISON, Mr.
SMUCKER, Mr. BABIN, Mrs. HOUCHIN,
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, Ms.
BOEBERT, and Mr. BIsHOP of North
Carolina):

H.J. Res. 147. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration relating to ‘“Worker
Walkaround Representative Designation
Process”; to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia (for
herself and Mr. GOLDEN of Maine):
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H.J. Res. 148. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Department of the Treas-
ury relating to ‘“‘Clean Vehicle Credits Under
Sections 25E and 30D; Transfer of Credits;
Critical Minerals and Battery Components;
Foreign Entities of Concern’’; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.J. Res. 149. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Establish-
ment of a Nonessential Experimental Popu-
lation of Grizzly Bear in the North Cascades
Ecosystem, Washington State’’; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources.

By Mrs. BEATTY:

H. Res. 1232. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the goals and ideals of ‘‘National
Hypertension Awareness Month’; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms. DA-
viDS of Kansas, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. WILLIAMS of
Georgia, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Ms. GARCIA of Texas,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. POCAN, Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania, Mr. GOLDMAN of New
York, and Ms. JAYAPAL):

H. Res. 1233. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of National Honor Our
LGBT Elders Day; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. DESAULNIER (for himself, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, and Mr. SWALWELL):

H. Res. 1234. A resolution celebrating the
East Bay Regional Park District’s 90th anni-
versary; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself, Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. ALLEN, Mr.
WEBER of Texas, and Mr. LAMBORN):

H. Res. 1235. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
certain welfare programs discourage mar-
riage and hurt the institution of the family
in the United States; to the Committee on
Ways and Means.

By Mr. MORELLE (for himself and Mr.
MAST):

H. Res. 1236. A resolution expressing sup-
port for designation of May 16, 2024, as the
“National Day of Light’’; to the Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology.

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for
himself and Mr. KILEY):

H. Res. 1237. A resolution recognizing
“Necrotizing Enterocolitis Awareness Day’’;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

————

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Ms. UNDERWOOD:
H.R. 8418.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill directs the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to update the Lethal Means Safety
and Suicide Prevention training course of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 8419.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Victims of State-sponsored Terrorism

By Mr. CARBAJAL:

H.R. 8420.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Public Safety

By Mr. MASSIE:

H.R. 8421.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 Clause 5

The single subject of this legislation is:

Financial Services

By Ms. BALINT:

H.R. 8422.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 1

The single subject of this legislation is:

Mental Health

By Ms. BONAMICI:

H.R. 8423.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Aging Services

By Mr. BURCHETT:

H.R. 8424.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the release to the public of all
documents, reports, and other records relat-
ing to unidentified anomalous phenomena.

By Ms. CARAVEO:

H.R. 8425.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Constitutional Authority—Necessary and
Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18)

THE U.S. CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I, SECTION 8: POWERS OF
CONGRESS

CLAUSE 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Administrator of the Small
Business Administration to revise a rule re-
lating to language translation assistance
with respect to certain needs assessments.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 8426.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S.
Constitution, which states that the United
States Congress shall have power ‘‘to regu-
late Commerce with foreign Nations, and
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill empowers the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority to protect the collective bar-
gaining rights of public sector workers.

By Mr. CASTRO of Texas:

H.R. 8427.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the importation, sale, manu-
facture, transfer, or possession of .50 caliber
rifles, and for other purposes.

By Mrs. CHAVEZ DEREMER:

H.R. 8428.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Oregon Resource Conserva-
tion Act of 1996 to reauthorize the Deschutes
River Conservancy Working Group.

By Ms. CRAIG:

H.R. 8429.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

local law enforcement vehicle purchases.

By Mr. DONALDS:

H.R. 8430.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. I, Sec. 8 of the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Immigration

By Mr. FEENSTRA:

H.R. 8431.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the Secretary of Agriculture to
provide regular updates to the Livestock In-
demnity Program payment rates to reflect
market prices.

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia:

H.R. 8432.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Preserving access to the 1033 program for
law enforcement.

By Ms. HAGEMAN:

H.R. 8433.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Preserving merit-based classification for
federal awards.

By Mr. JACKSON of Texas:

H.R. 8434.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Designating the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 107 North
Hoyne Avenue in Fritch, Texas, as the
‘“Chief Zeb Smith Post Office.”

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 8435.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to treat certain price protection pay-
ments as eligible rollover distributions.

By Ms. LETLOW:

H.R. 8436.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

Federal Crop Insurance

By Mr. MCCAUL:

H.R. 8437.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8 of the U.S. Constitution
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The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for congressional oversight of
proposed changes to arms sales to Israel

By Ms. MCCLELLAN:

H.R. 8438.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

529 Savings Plans

By Mr. MOLINARO:

H.R. 8439.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Nutrition

By Mr. MOORE of Alabama:

H.R. 8440.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section VIII of
Consitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To waive the statue of limitations for
cases against the government related to the
General Motors bailout that were filed on or
before July 9, 2015 and for other purposes

By Mr. NEHLS:

H.R. 8441.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
following statement is submitted regarding
the specific powers granted to Congress in
the Constitution to enact the accompanying
bill or joint resolution. Congress has the
power to enact this legislation pursuant to
the following: Article I, Section 8 of the
United States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity from using Federal funds to establish
the ICE Secure Docket Card program and to
prohibit the use of documentation issued in
connection with immigration proceedings to
establish eligibility for Federal public bene-
fits.

By Ms. PORTER:

H.R. 8442.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To temporarily expand the supplemental
nutrition assistance program income eligi-
bility of households that include certain vet-
erans. .

By Ms. VELAZQUEZ:

H.R. 8443.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1

“The Congress shall have Power to . ..
provide for the . .. general Welfare of the
United States; . . .”

The single subject of this legislation is:

The Prison to Proprietorship Act would di-
rect the Small Business Administration’s
(SBA) Resource Partners to provide entre-
preneurship training to federal prisoners.

By Mr. CLYDE:

H.J. Res. 144.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: [The Con-
gress shall have Power .. .] To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof

The single subject of this legislation is:

To repeal the Biden Administration’s ‘“‘En-
gaged in the Business’” Rule

the US
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By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.J. Res. 145.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Provides for congressional disapproval
under Chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Food and
Drug Administration relating to ‘‘Medical
Devices; Laboratory

Developed Tests”.

By Ms. MACE:

H.J. Res. 146.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To Provide for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Centers
for Medicare & Medicaid Services relating to
“Clarifying the Eligibility of Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Recipi-
ents and Certain Other Noncitizens for a
Qualified Health Plan through an Exchange,
Advance Payments of the Premium Tax
Credit, Cost-Sharing Reductions, and a Basic
Health Program’.

By Mrs. MILLER of Illinois:

H.J. Res. 147.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1

The single subject of this legislation is:

Labor

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia:

H.J. Res. 148.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Revokes Department of Treasury rules re-
lating to ‘‘Clean Vehicle Credits under Sec-
tions 25E and 30D”’.

By Mr. NEWHOUSE:

H.J. Res. 149.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the United
States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Resolution of Disapproval under the Con-
gressional Review Act

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 15: Mr. SUOZZI.

H.R. 38: Mr. NEHLS.

H.R. 130: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.R. 431: Mr. BEAN of Florida.

H.R. 620: Ms. McCoLLUM and Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina.

H.R. 720: Mr. MOORE of Alabama.

H.R. 789: Ms. JAYAPAL, Mrs. FLETCHER, and
Mr. AGUILAR.

H.R. 936: Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. MEUSER, and
Mr. OGLES.

H.R. 1015: Mr. ALLRED, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr.
DONALDS, and Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 1083: Ms. DELAURO,
FERNANDEZ, and Ms. ESHOO.

H.R. 1139: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 1372: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 1413: Mr. NEGUSE.

H.R. 1440: Mr. VAN ORDEN.

H.R. 1477: . SORENSEN.
. 1480: . GARAMENDI.
. 1591: . NORCROSS.
. 1666: . LEE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1668: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 1721: Mr. CASTEN, Ms. JACKSON LEE,
and Mr. PHILLIPS.
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H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R. 2377:

H.R. 2407:
WOMACK.

H.R. 2413: Mrs. TORRES of California and
Mr. PASCRELL.

H.R. 2474: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr.
GREEN of Texas, Ms. SHERRILL, Mr. MFUME,
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr. HIMES, Ms. STE-
VENS, and Mr. POCAN.

H.R. 2539: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia and Mr.
MORELLE.

H.R. 2729:

H.R. 2785:

H.R. 2802:

H.R. 2808:

H.R. 2828:

H.R. 2880:

H.R. 2889:
SANCHEZ.

H.R. 2921:

H.R. 2923:

H.R. 2941:

H.R. 2974:

H.R. 2987:

1724:
1788:
1793:
1818:

Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.

LAWLER.

LEE of Pennsylvania.
BURLISON.

SEWELL.

COHEN.

HIGGINS of Louisiana and Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

GALLEGO.

PAPPAS.

Mr. PASCRELL.

Mr. STEUBE and Mr. FROST.

Mr. SORENSEN and Ms. SALINAS.
Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

Mr. KiM of New Jersey and Ms.

Mr. CARSON.
Mrs. HAYES and Mr. SORENSEN.
Mr. NEGUSE.
Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania.
Ms. CRAIG.
H.R. 3031: Ms. STRICKLAND and Mrs. HAYES.
H.R. 3161: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. SESSIONS.
H.R. 3170: Mr. ZINKE and Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York.
H.R. 3366:
H.R. 3383:
H.R. 3394:
H.R. 4034:
H.R. 4040:
H.R. 4121:
H.R. 4154:
H.R. 4189:
H.R. 4296:
H.R. 4335:
H.R. 4363:
H.R. 4439:
H.R. 4519:
sylvania.
H.R. 4583: Mr. KENNEDY and Mr. SUOZZI.
H.R. 4602: Ms. JAYAPAL.
H.R. 4848: Mr. CLOUD.
H.R. 4940: Mr. HARRIS.
H.R. 4942: Mr. CASE, Mr. SoTo, and Ms.
PORTER.
H.R. 5212: Mr. NEGUSE.
H.R. 5256: Mr. SORENSEN.
H.R. 5315: Mr. CARTER of Georgia.
H.R. 5342: Mr. HERN.
H.R. 5397: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.
H.R. 5414: Mr. PAPPAS.
H.R. 5420: Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky.

Ms.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

SALINAS.

MANN and Mr. CASE.
OMAR.

COHEN.

BUCSHON.

PASCRELL.

NORMAN.

MILLER of Ohio.
THOMPSON of California.
LARSON of Connecticut.
Mr. SABLAN.

Ms. McCOLLUM.

Ms. WILD and Ms. LEE of Penn-

H.R. 5488: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey.
H.R. 5530: Ms. VAN DUYNE and Mr.
FEENSTRA.

H.R. 5555: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 5707: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia
and Mr. BUCHANAN.

H.R. 5830: Mr. DAVIDSON and Mrs. LUNA.

H.R. 5959: Mrs. LESKO.

H.R. 6020: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

H.R. 6023: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and
Ms. HOULAHAN.

H.R. 6058: Ms.

H.R. 6094: Mr.

H.R. 6144: Mr.

H.R. 6283: Mr.

H.R. 6286: Mr.

H.R. 6452: Mr.

H.R. 6455: Ms.

H.R. 6524: Ms.

H.R. 6780: Ms. MATSUI.

H.R. 6892: Mr. KEATING
KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H.R. 7056: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 7131: Mr. SMUCKER.

H.R. 7133: Mr. BLUMENAUER.

H.R. 7187: Ms. DE LA CRUZ.

H.R. 7218: Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
and Mr. KILEY.

H.R. 7227: Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. LEE of Penn-
sylvania, and Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER.

DAVIDS of Kansas.
NEGUSE and Mr. HUDSON.
BUCHANAN.

GROTHMAN.

WEBER of Texas.
FEENSTRA.

PINGREE.

TLAIB.

and  Mr.
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. 7390: Mrs. HAYES.
. 7401: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine.
. 7434: Mr. FEENSTRA.
. 7438: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr.
STEIL, and Mr. FROST.
. 7480: Mr. MEUSER and Mr. SESSIONS.
. 7490: Mr. DONALDS.
. 7587: Mr. STAUBER.
. 7600: Mr. COHEN.
. 7629: Mr. COSTA.
. 7675: Mrs. NAPOLITANO.
. 7764: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey and Mr.
DAVIS of North Carolina.
H.R. 7770: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
H.R. 7802: Ms. LEE of Florida.
H.R. 7825: Mrs. HAYES.
H.R. 7826: Ms. SANCHEZ.
H.R. 7849: Mr. MULLIN.
H.R. 7862: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania.
H.R. 7866: Ms. MENG.
H.R. 7890: Mrs. HOUCHIN.
H.R. 7921: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia and Mr.
VALADAO.
H.R. 8004: Mrs. HAYES.
H.R. 8042: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Ms.
PINGREE.
H.R. 8046: Mr. KEATING.
H.R. 8208: Mr. TIMMONS.
H.R. 8209: Mr. BUCHANAN.
H.R. 8212: Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ and Mr. NOR-
CROSS.
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H.R. 8247: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana.

H.R. 8271: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon and Mr.
GRIJALVA.

H.R. 8303:
. 8315:
. 8320:
. 8338:

.R. 8358:

H.R. 8362:
DOVE.

H.R. 8368: Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. ALLRED, and Ms. KAMLAGER-
DOVE.

H.R. 8370: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. GOLDMAN of
New York, Ms. TITUS, Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of
California, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
CUELLAR, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. Pingree, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. LYNCH, Mr.
LAWLER, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. KiMm of New Jersey,
Ms. DEGETTE, and Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 8373: Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 8386: Mrs. LESKO.

H.R. 8390: Ms. CLARKE of New York, Ms. SE-
WELL, and Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 8408: Mr. BEAN of Florida and Mr.
RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 8410: Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. BIGGS, Mr.
DUNCAN, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. DONALDS, Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. MOORE of Alabama,
Mr. HIGGINS of Liouisiana, and Mr. POSEY.

H.J. Res. 76: Mr. KHANNA, Mr. PAPPAS, and
Mr. ESPAILLAT.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Ms.
Mr.

DONALDS.

MEEKS.

DONALDS.

FLOoOD.

WILD and Mr. AUCHINCLOSS.
SHERMAN and Ms. KAMLAGER-

T T T
W
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H.J. Res. 82: Mrs. MCBATH and Mr. COHEN.

H.J. Res. 97: Mr. GooD of Virginia.

H.J. Res. 113: Mr. GUTHRIE.

H.J. Res. 123: Mr. NEHLS.

H.J. Res. 134: Mr. NORMAN.

H.J. Res. 139: Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. ARM-
STRONG, and Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota.

H.J. Res. 140: Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia.

H.J. Res. 141: Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia.

H.J. Res. 142: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia.

H.J. Res. 143: Mr. AUSTIN ScOTT of Georgia.

H. Res. 86: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI.

H. Res. 185: Mrs. RAMIREZ.

H. Res. 1206: Mrs. HAYES, Mr. CARBAJAL,
Ms. HOYLE of Oregon, Mr. RUIzZ, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, and Ms. CLARKE of New
York.

H. Res. 1217: Mr. TONKO.

H. Res. 1231: Ms. PRESSLEY and Ms. LEE of
Pennsylvania.

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows:

H.R. 5094: Mr. LAWLER.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray. Eternal God, who shall
abide in Your tabernacle? Who shall
dwell in Your holy hills? You have
given us the answers. Those who walk
upright and work righteousness, who
speak the truth in their hearts, will
abide in Your presence.

Today, prepare the men and women
of this body to dwell with You. Lord,
give them the integrity to be true to
their duties, always striving to please
You. Fix their hearts on You, O God,
that everything they think, say, and do
will be under Your Lordship. Send
Your light and truth into this Chamber
as You guide our Senators in these
challenging times.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 16, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED
BY THE SECURITIES AND EX-
CHANGE COMMISSION RELATING
TO “STAFF ACCOUNTING BUL-
LETIN NO. 121~

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to the consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 109, which the clerk
will report the joint resolution.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 109) providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Securities and Exchange
Commission relating to ‘‘Staff Accounting
Bulletin No. 121",

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.
BORDER SECURITY
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, to-

morrow will be 100 days since Senate

Republicans blocked the strongest bor-
der security bill we have seen in a gen-
eration.

For the last 2 weeks, I have come to
the floor with my Democratic col-
leagues calling on both sides to set par-
tisanship aside and work together to
fix the problems on our southern bor-
der.

America is proudly a nation of immi-
grants. We always have been, and we
always will be. Most Americans know
our country is made stronger because
of immigration, but they also know the
current condition of border security is
simply not acceptable.

It is a problem going back many
years, going back many administra-
tions. After decades of neglect, our bor-
der security needs an update. Our im-
migration rules need reform to provide
more opportunity and fairness and hu-
mane treatment to those who seek op-
portunity in America. And the only
way we fix the border long term is
through bipartisan legislation.

Let me say it again: The only way we
fix the border long term is through bi-
partisan legislation like the one we had
in the Senate 3 months ago.

The bipartisan Border Act was pre-
cisely the kind of proposal Republicans
and Democrats have been trying to
produce for years. It contained the
strongest border security provisions in
a generation. It would have overhauled
our asylum laws, hired thousands of
new border agents, invested in cutting-
edge technology to stop the flow of
fentanyl, and given the President new
authorities to close the border.

Now, of course, our bipartisan border
bill wasn’t perfect—not every Demo-
crat supported this bill—but unlike
other border bills, it was designed to
pass both Chambers in divided govern-
ment.

If our border security bill was good
enough to win the support of the actual
Border Patrol agents, shouldn’t it have
been enough to win the support of Sen-
ate Republicans?
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And speaking candidly, when our bill
was first released, many of our Repub-
lican colleagues were surprised at how
strong it was, even if only in private. I
dare say, a significant percentage of
the Republican caucus would have sup-
ported it.

If both Chambers would have voted
on our bill without outside inter-
ference, I am confident it would have
passed and reached the President’s
desk. But as we all know, Donald
Trump swooped in and told his MAGA
supporters to kill the bill.

In fact, he was proud to Kkill it.
‘“Please, blame it on me,” he said.
Those were Trump’s words after our
bill went down, and I certainly don’t
think it is smart of him to brag about
killing an issue most people want to
see fixed. Donald Trump treats this
like a game, but most Americans just
want to see the border fixed regardless
of who does it.

Democrats have not walked away
from trying to get something done on
the border. We want to work with our
Republican colleagues on border secu-
rity, just as we showed we were serious
when we worked with them earlier this
year.

But our Republican colleagues must
show they are ready to match their
border rhetoric with real action. If Re-
publicans are going to call the border
an emergency, they can’t suddenly
kick the can down the road and say we
can deal with this later. They can’t put
up a partisan bill that they know has
no chance of passing.

Americans don’t want just talk, talk,
talk, on the border. Americans want
actions. Americans want bipartisan-
ship. Americans want to pass the bor-
der security bill like the one we re-
leased 3 months ago.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
INFLATION

Mr. MCcCCONNELL. Mr. President,
twice in the last week, President Biden
has suggested that inflation was 9 per-
cent when he took office and claimed
credit for bringing it down. The Wash-
ington Post gave him a rating of four
Pinocchios for that very tall tale. In
reality, inflation in January of 2021
was 1.4 percent. As of this month,
prices have increased 20 percent since
then. By one estimate—listen to this—
the average U.S. household has to
spend an additional $1,074 every month
to keep up the same standard of living
they had when President Biden took of-
fice.
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The numbers don’t lie, and neither do
the American people. They know non-
sense when they hear it.

A 32-year-old engineer from Nevada
who voted for the President in 2020 told
reporters he is frustrated with the way
the White House frames the economy.
Here is what he had to say:

It is concerning to me when I keep seeing
press come out of the White House where
they keep saying the economy is good. That
is really weird because I am paying more on
taxes and more on groceries and more on
housing and more on fuel. So that doesn’t
feel good.

Small business owners in particular
have been hard hit by increased prices.
They have smaller margins to absorb
the increased cost for materials, labor,
and other operating expenses, and they
risk losing customers every time they
raise their prices.

One small business owner in New
York, a fourth-generation roofer, re-
ported:

We’ve increased more in the last four years
than we had in 10. ... We don’t have a
choice.

The owner of a small printing com-
pany in Washington State described
painful price hikes as ‘‘death by a
thousand paper cuts.” He went on to
say:

People are tired of price increases. . .
are tired of price increases.

That is that. The American people
are tired of price increases, they are
tired of lies about it, and it is safe to
say they are tired of Bidenomics.

CHINA

Mr. President, on another matter,
this week, Putin is in Beijing attending
what Russia and China have called a
“friendship without limits,” but last
week, it was President Xi who took to
the road, and, notably, his warmest
welcome was in Budapest, Hungary.

The visit from PRC’s leader came as
more of our European NATO allies are
waking up not only to the harsh reality
of Russian aggression but also to the
linked threats facing Western security
and prosperity, to the urgent require-
ments of defense production, and to the
particular challenge the PRC poses as a
systemic rival.

But Hungary? Not so much. Viktor
Orban’s government has cultivated the
PRC as its top trading partner outside
the EU.

It has given Beijing sweeping law en-
forcement authorities to hunt dis-
sidents on Hungarian soil.

It was the first European country to
join Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative,
which other European governments—
for example, like Prime Minister
Meloni’s in Italy—have wisely decided
to leave.

Hungary has doubled downed on
Huawei. After the previous U.S. admin-
istration went to great lengths to en-
courage Europe to reject it, Hungary
has let the PRC communications giant
bake Chinese technology into the coun-
try’s 5G expansion. Even as other Euro-
pean nations are paying vast sums to
extract Huawei from their communica-

. We
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tions infrastructure, Hungary is now
home to Huawei’s European regional
logistics hub—a veritable gateway to
the West.

Last week, Prime Minister Orban’s
government signed 19 more agreements
with the PRC, from transportation in-
frastructure to potential nuclear co-
operation.

A joint statement described the two
countries’ relationship as ‘‘an all-
weather comprehensive strategic part-
nership” that is between Hungary and
the PRC.

But the details of China’s growing in-
fluence in Budapest should raise red
flags for anyone seriously concerned
about strategic competition with
China.

From across the Atlantic, there is
good reason to appreciate a European
government that is willing to question
EU orthodoxy on things like short-
sighted climate change policy or swim
upstream in defense of conservative
values. But here in Washington, we are
obliged to evaluate whether allies and
partners share our interests, not just
our values. And whatever their pluck
in dealings with EU bureaucrats in
Brussels, Hungary’s leaders have cozied
up to America’s greatest strategic ad-
versary.

Now, it is one thing that a latter-day
Walter Duranty who shills for Putin on
Twitter might also admire the only
NATO member whose leader flies to
Moscow to pay obeisance to the Rus-
sian dictator, but Hungary’s willing-
ness to serve as China’s doormat to Eu-
rope—that part is tougher to square
with the position of folks in Wash-
ington for whom singular focus on
China has recently become an article of
faith.

The Democratic Party’s increasing
willingness to abandon Israel cries out
for frequent and heavy doses of reality
and harsh criticism. Unfortunately, so
does this increasingly muddled logic on
the threats facing the West from Rus-
sia and China.

A NATO government that fawns over
a Russian neo-Soviet imperialist, a Eu-
ropean nation that rolls out the red
carpet for greater predation, coercion,
and espionage from a communist re-
gime—+this isn’t where America should
be taking our foreign policy cues.

How about sending a high-profile dip-
lomat and trade missions to Tehran?
Hungary’s voluntary legitimization of
the world’s most active state sponsor
of terrorism? I don’t think conserv-
atives had any time for those who suck
up to Iran. Maybe aligning with auto-
crats is in Hungary’s interest, but let’s
return from Budapest and discuss what
is in America’s interest.

America has an interest in strong al-
lies who are willing to pull more of the
weight of collective defense in the face
of threats from Russia, Iran, and
China. We could have welcomed two
more such allies to our ranks much
sooner if not for Orban’s obstruction of
Sweden and Finland’s accession to
NATO. Not only do these countries
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have robust defense industries and ca-
pable militaries, they also each have
companies that offer safer alternatives
to Chinese 5G technology.

And while many of us in Washington
were urging the EU to do more to sup-
port Ukraine, Hungary—Hungary—was
blocking the greater EU burden-shar-
ing. Frankly, Hungary stands at the
crossroads of three powers bent on un-
dermining our security and prosperity.
And the Orban government is modeling
what not to do in the face of these
challenges.

My message to America’s European
allies has been the same, no matter
their politics or their culture: Russia,
China, Iran, and North Korea are work-
ing together to undermine us. And we
need to move faster to rebuild the hard
power we need to deter and defeat ag-
gression and hold one another account-
able to share the burden of collective
defense. There is plenty of work left to
do on this front.

ANTI-SEMITISM

Mr. President, now, one final matter,
earlier this week, I discussed the grow-
ing problem of BDS; that is ““Bibi de-
rangement syndrome.’’ Of course, there
is an older and similarly noxious form
of BDS: the ‘‘Boycott, divest, and sanc-
tion” movement. This other BDS has
been incubating on college campuses
for the last decade, and right now, it is
making news at Harvard.

This is unfortunate, but at this point,
it shouldn’t surprise anyone. Remem-
ber, Cambridge, MA, was ground zero
for the current wave of anti-Semitism
sweeping so-called elite education.

Not to be outdone by the ‘‘restora-
tive justice” being meted out by their
rival to the south, Princeton, Harvard
leaders have announced their own sort
of amnesty for the Hamas-supporting
radicals who have harassed and intimi-
dated fellow students in recent months.

In exchange for dispersing from Har-
vard Yard, the interim president and
the dean will be meeting with the
Crimson Red Guards ‘‘to hear their per-
spectives on academic matters relating
to longstanding conflicts in the Middle
East.”

The interim president also acknowl-
edges ‘‘the profound grief”’ people feel
over ‘‘the effects of the ongoing war.”
And the campus’ Hamas sympathizers
will also receive a meeting with a top
official from the Harvard Corporation
to address questions about the univer-
sity’s endowment.

“Boycott, divest, sanction”—BDS. It
seems that the lesson at our country’s
oldest university is this: Lawless radi-
calism works. Perhaps it is time for
the American people to boycott, divest,
and sanction the Ivy League.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.
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NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, this week
is Police Week—a week to honor our
Nation’s law enforcement officers.
These men and women have had a chal-
lenging few years. Unsurprisingly, calls
to defund the police and attacks on the
vital work that they do left a lot of of-
ficers discouraged and demoralized—
even as they were asked to shoulder
the same burdens with less support.

Fortunately, I think time has started
to provide a corrective. As we have
watched crime take a toll on American
cities, I think governments and indi-
viduals are more and more remem-
bering just how much we need the men
and women who bring order and safety
to America’s streets.

And I hope and pray that we are com-
ing to this week with a greater appre-
ciation for the essential work that
these men and women perform.

I said ‘‘essential,” and they are. But
let’s remember something else as well.
Police officers aren’t just necessary,
they are noble. They sign up for a he-
roic line of work, for a job that asks
them to get up in the morning and go
out and put themselves in danger to
keep the rest of us out of it and that
asks them to do that day after day,
week after week, month after month,
and year after year. And they do it
willingly, gladly.

When they aren’t doing the big
things—the hard, heroic work of con-
fronting dangerous situations and indi-
viduals—you can frequently find police
officers doing the little things as well:
speaking to a school class, helping out
a stranded motorist, buying shoes for a
child in need. Police officers don’t just
defend our communities; they play a
vital role in building them up.

I am particularly grateful for our law
enforcement officers in South Dakota
who work so hard in communities
across our State. They have shared
challenges faced by other police de-
partments across the country over the
past few years, including dealing with
deadly drugs like fentanyl coming over
the border and making their way
around the United States. And they
face some specific South Dakota chal-
lenges.

I am also deeply grateful for the Cap-
itol Police here in Washington, DC,
who spend their days ensuring Mem-
bers of Congress, their staffs, and the
many visitors to the U.S. Capitol
Building can go about their days in
safety. And I am grateful to their fami-
lies. Having a husband or a wife, a dad
or a mom who is a police officer is not
always an easy thing. Knowing that
your parent or spouse may not come
home from work one day is a difficult
burden to carry.

In this Police Week, as we con-
template the service and sacrifice of
our Nation’s police officers, it is impor-
tant to remember the service and sac-
rifice of their families as well.

Before I close, I want to mention the
heroic service of Moody County’s Chief
Deputy Ken Prorok of South Dakota,
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who was Killed in the line of duty in
February of this year. I just want to
read a couple of lines from the Officer
Down Memorial Page on Chief Deputy
Prorok’s actions:

Chief Deputy Sheriff Ken Prorok was
struck and killed by the driver of a vehicle
being pursued by the Madison Police Depart-
ment at 4:12 p.m. Chief Deputy Prorok re-
sponded to the call for assistance and was de-
ploying spike strips at South Dakota High-
way 34 and 472nd Avenue in Colman. The
driver intentionally swerved toward Chief
Deputy Prorok, killing him.

The line that stands out for me the
most in that memorial is this:

Chief Deputy Prorok responded to the call
for assistance.

He heard a call for help, and he went
to answer it, knowing full well that he
could be placing himself in danger, up
to and including the loss of his life, but
he went anyway.

That is the heroism of Chief Deputy
Prorok, and it is the heroism of all the
men and women across our country
who serve in our Nation’s police forces
and who, when they hear a call for
help, go out to answer it.

May God richly bless all the men and
women who serve our Nation as police
officers, and may He protect them as
they stand on guard for us.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

H.J. RES. 109

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, we are
about to hold a vote under the Congres-
sional Review Act.

The CRA was passed in 1994 to give
Congress a 6-month window of 60 legis-
lative days to review an Agency rule
and, if Congress doesn’t like that rule,
60 days to overturn it. However, our
vote today is not a vote on a notice and
comment rule. In fact, our vote today
is on something that doesn’t even have
the force of law. Our vote today is on a
Staff Accounting Bulletin issued by the
SEC back in the spring of 2022.

Now, the SEC has issued these bul-
letins—they are called SABs—for near-
ly 50 years without anyone ever sug-
gesting that they were subject to the
CRA. The CRA has a time limit for a
reason—so that settled law is settled
law, something that everyone can
count on—and the CRA is limited to
Agency rules so that a single Member
of Congress can’t tie up Agencies and
Congress with expedited procedures
under the CRA by raking over the de-
tails of every Agency action.

Today’s vote—coming more than 2
years after the SEC wrote the bulletin
and applying to a staff bulletin rather
than a rule—is far outside the scope of
the CRA. We should not be holding this
vote. All by itself, that is a good
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enough reason to vote no, but let’s talk
about the substance of this SAB for
just a minute.

The fairness of our markets depends
on transparency. Investors in pension
funds and 401(k)s and workers who are
trying to save for retirement all have a
right to know what they are investing
in. The Securities and Exchange Com-
mission is the guardian of those finan-
cial disclosures that give investors in-
formation about a company’s business
plan, about its leadership, and about
the risks that it faces in the market.

So to help public companies disclose
information about their businesses in a
consistent way, from one business to
another to another so that investors
can make comparisons, the SEC issues
Staff  Accounting Bulletins—these
SABs—to clarify guidance about
emerging issues in the accounting in-
dustry: how to tell people about this
business. SAB No. 121 was published to
provide accounting guidance to compa-
nies that hold customers’ digital as-
sets. It says that, because of some of
the unique technological and legal
risks associated with digital assets,
public companies that safeguard
cryptoassets for their customers should
make the risks associated with holding
those assets visible to investors.

One way that this risk shows up is
that if a company safeguards property
for someone—if just an ordinary com-
pany is holding property for someone,
like stocks or bonds or jewelry—the
company bears the risk that the prop-
erty could be stolen. That is why com-
panies that hold property for others
carry insurance, and it is why they
have really big safes.

But if the company safeguards
crypto, there is a special risk that is
not there with other kinds of property.
Crypto can get hacked. In fact, there
have been some pretty major crypto
hacks in which assets just vanish. The
risk isn’t theoretical; it is real—FTX,
$600 million—poof; Binance, $586 mil-
lion—poof; Ronin Network, $625 mil-
lion—poof; and Poly Network, $611 mil-
lion—poof—all in just the last 3 years.
We have seen multiple hacks of crypto
platforms. The unique risks of crypto
can create liabilities that seriously im-
pact a company’s financial condition.
SAB 121 simply clarifies how compa-
nies should account for those risks in
their financial disclosures. That is all
it is doing.

Now, there is a second kind of prob-
lem with crypto, and that is, if a com-
pany safeguards property for some-
one—stocks, bonds, jewelry, like we
talked about earlier—if the company
doing the safeguarding goes bankrupt,
the true owner of the stocks or the
bonds or the jewelry can get their prop-
erty back, but if the company that
goes bankrupt is holding crypto, the
peculiarities of crypto ownership and
possession mean that the creditors of
the bankrupt company could keep the
crypto. The true owner may just be out
of luck. Once again, SAB 121 simply
clarifies how companies should make
clear those risks in their disclosures.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

So let’s talk for just a minute about
what SAB 121 doesn’t do. It doesn’t
bring customers’ cryptoassets onto a
crypto platform’s balance sheet or
make the platform the owner of a cus-
tomer’s digital assets. Instead, SAB 121
requires the disclosure of what other
substantive laws, including bankruptcy
laws, are already doing.

This effort to reverse the SEC’s ac-
counting guidance would deprive inves-
tors of accurate information on the
risks of holding cryptoassets and cor-
rode public trust in our financial sys-
tem and our institutions.

The vote today is about ensuring
that the SEC is able to issue guidance
that will help companies of all sizes
produce strong, consistent, timely, and
meaningful accounting disclosures. It
is about protecting critical informa-
tional tools that investors and compa-
nies have relied on for half a century,
and it is about maintaining the integ-
rity of our markets, which rely on a
clear, consistent accounting rule book.

Democrats should stand with Presi-
dent Biden against this effort to attack
the SEC’s authority. I urge my col-
leagues to oppose this bill.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming.

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that I be permitted
to speak for up to 10 minutes prior to
the scheduled rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

H.J. RES. 109

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak in favor of my Congres-
sional Review Act resolution, S.J. Res.
59, and its House companion, H.J. Res.
109, a joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Securities
and Exchange Commission relating to
“Staff Accounting Bulletin No. 121.”

Staff Accounting Bulletin 121, or
SAB 121, is a rule under the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act disguised as an
accounting guidance. It was published
by the SEC staff without the approval
of the majority of the Commission.

Accounting guidance is not some-
thing that normally would catch the
attention of Congress, but, in this case,
a bipartisan group in the Senate and
House has uncovered serious concerns
with SAB 121 and the actions of the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission.

Nearly 2 years ago, I started this
process by sending a request for a legal
opinion on SAB 121 to the Government
Accountability Office. That office
found that SAB 121 is, in fact, a rule
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and subject to the Congressional Re-
view Office.

Shortly after this finding, I intro-
duced the Senate resolution to over-
turn this guidance in the Senate, and
Congressmen MIKE FLOOD and WILEY
NICKEL introduced the House com-
panion. I congratulate them and House
Financial Services Chair PATRICK
MCHENRY on the strong bipartisan pas-
sage of this resolution in the House.

Staff Accounting Bulletin 121 puts
consumers at risk. By requiring a cov-
ered institution to place consumer as-
sets on its balance sheet, it gives credi-
tors a way to claim those assets in the
event of a bankruptcy.

We have seen how this plays out for
consumers. Their assets are frozen for
months or even years while the bank-
ruptcy plays out. In some cases, they
lose their assets entirely. They have
entrusted these assets to the custo-
dian. It is the custodian that is in
bankruptcy, and yet their assets are
the assets that are at risk. So this does
not protect consumers at all.

Under SAB 121, the ownership of
more than $100 trillion in assets placed
for safekeeping with America’s
custodians are in jeopardy. The safest
place for digital assets is in a self-
hosted wallet, but not everyone can
custody their own digital assets, in-
cluding institutional investors that the
SEC requires to use a qualified custo-
dian.

Regardless of what each Senator
thinks about digital assets, they
should want consumers and institu-
tional investors to have the option of
placing their assets in the safekeeping
of prudentially regulated institutions.

Unfortunately, Staff Accounting Bul-
letin 121 prevents this. By placing cus-
tomer assets on the balance sheet of
the custodian, SAB 121 also means that
capital requirements apply. Banks
would have to hold as much as $1 of
capital for every dollar of customer as-
sets.

As much as the SEC would have you
believe otherwise, the bank regulators
have no discretion on this point. Banks
must follow U.S. generally accepted ac-
counting principles when calculating
capital requirements.

Finally, SAB 121 demonstrates how
the SEC will push forward its regu-
latory agenda at the cost of trans-
parency and the stakeholder input that
is required by law.

The Senate could have avoided this if
SEC Chair Gary Gensler was willing to
direct staff to revise Accounting Bul-
letin 121 to keep customer digital as-
sets off the Dbalance sheets of
custodians and engage in a transparent
process.

Refusing to revisit this policy after
bipartisan criticism is odd. The major-
ity of the SEC Staff Accounting Bul-
letins from the last 30 years have been
revisions and rescissions of prior guid-
ance. Revisiting and fixing accounting
standards, especially when there is a
new technology, is warranted and en-
couraged. Guidance is meant to be
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flexible. It is not meant to set policy,
which would require notice and com-
ment by those who would be regulated
pursuant to that regulatory process.

But, apparently, Chairman Gensler
would rather politicize accounting
standards to achieve policy goals in the
banking industry—an industry, I would
like to remind him, he does not regu-
late—rather than conduct a trans-
parent policymaking process.

Maybe it is Dbecause Chairman
Gensler knows that putting customer
assets on the balance sheet is bad pol-
icy that would not garner enough sup-
port to finalize a rule. Maybe it is be-
cause he is committed to an ill-in-
formed and unworkable fight against
the digital asset industry at any cost.

Unfortunately, SAB 121 does nothing
to protect consumers—nothing to pro-
tect consumers. It hurts them.

I hope that all of my colleagues will
recognize this and join me in voting in
support of H.J. Res. 109.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the joint resolution
is considered read a third time.

The joint resolution was ordered to a
third reading and was read the third
time.

VOTE ON H.J. RES. 109

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint
resolution having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the joint
resolution pass?

Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey, (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY).

The result was announced—yeas 60,
nays 38, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 169 Leg.]

YEAS—60
Barrasso Graham Ricketts
Blackburn Grassley Risch
Booker Hagerty Romney
Boozman Hickenlooper Rosen
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Capito Kelly Schumer
Casey Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cassidy Lankford Scott (SC)
Collins Lee Sinema
Cornyn Lujan Sullivan
Cotton Lummis Tester
Cramer Marshall Thune
Crapo McConnell Tillis
Cruz Moran Tuberville
Daines Mullin Vance
Ernst Murkowski Wicker
Fischer Paul Wyden
Gillibrand Peters Young

NAYS—38
Baldwin Butler Coons
Bennet Cantwell Cortez Masto
Blumenthal Cardin Duckworth
Brown Carper Durbin
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Fetterman Merkley Smith
Hassan Murphy Stabenow
Heinrich Murray Van Hollen
Hirono Ossoff Warner
Kaine Padilla Warnock
King Reed Warren
Klobuchar Sanders Welch
Manchin Schatz ;
Whiteh
Markey Shaheen teehouse
NOT VOTING—2
Hawley Menendez

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 109)
was passed.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Camela C.
Theeler, of South Dakota, to be United
States District Judge for the District
of South Dakota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. There
will now be 2 minutes of debate, equal-
ly divided.

NOMINATION OF CAMELA C. THEELER

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will vote to confirm Judge
Camela Theeler to the U.S. District
Court for District of South Dakota.

Judge Theeler’s deep ties to South
Dakota and her experience in the
courtroom—as a litigator and on the
bench—have prepared her to serve as a
U.S. District Judge. After receiving her
B.A. and J.D. from the University of
South Dakota, Judge Theeler began
her legal career in private practice be-
fore clerking for the judges of the First
Judicial Circuit of the South Dakota
Unified Judicial System. Thereafter,
Judge Theeler returned to private prac-
tice, working on a range of cases, in-
cluding personal injury/worker’s com-
pensation, business litigation, employ-
ment law, and criminal defense work.
From 2012 to 2018, Judge Theeler served
as an assistant U.S. attorney in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District
of South Dakota, becoming deputy
civil chief in 2016.

Over the course of her legal career,
Judge Theeler tried eight cases to ver-
dict, judgment, or final decision. Since
2018, she has served as a circuit court
judge for the State of South Dakota,
located in the Second Judicial District.
Judge Theeler has presided over 57
trials that have gone to verdict or
judgment.

Judge Theeler has the strong support
from her home State Senators, Mr.
THUNE and Mr. ROUNDS. In addition,
she was unanimously rated ‘‘well quali-
fied”” by the American Bar Association.

I urge my colleagues to support
Judge Theeler’s nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I rise
today, along with Senator ROUNDS, in
support of the nomination of a distin-
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guished South Dakotan, Judge Camela
Theeler, who has been nominated to fill
a vacancy at the U.S. District Court
for the District of South Dakota.

Judge Theeler is a South Dakota na-
tive and graduate of the University of
South Dakota School of Law. She has
been a judge for the South Dakota Sec-
ond Judicial Circuit since 2018.

Prior to her current role, she served
as an assistant U.S. attorney in the
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the District
of South Dakota from 2012 to 2018; and
before that, she spent time at two
South Dakota law firms.

When she is not trying cases, she
often welcomes students to the court-
house, where she gives tours and con-
ducts mock trials to help teach them
about the legal system.

I believe that Judge Theeler’s experi-
ence and record will make her an excel-
lent district judge. And, most impor-
tantly, I believe that she has the char-
acter and impartiality to serve a life-
time appointment on the Federal
bench.

I am proud to support her nomina-
tion, and I encourage my colleagues to
confirm her as a judge for the U.S. dis-
trict court of South Dakota.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Dakota.

Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to join Senator THUNE today in
supporting the confirmation of Judge
Cammy Theeler.

Ms. Theeler is a native of my home
community, Pierre, SD, and has an im-
pressive list of career experiences,
spanning from the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice to teaching at Dakota Wesleyan
University, to her work now as a State
circuit court judge.

It is because of her commitment to
upholding the law, along with her com-
mitment to public service, that she re-
ceived the South Dakota Young Law-
yer of the Year award in 2009.

She will undoubtedly exercise judi-
cial restraint and apply the law as
written.

I also want to congratulate Eric
Schulte on his Senate confirmation
yesterday for the U.S. District of
South Dakota. He is a well-qualified
attorney who will serve Americans well
as a district judge.

I encourage my colleagues to join
today in supporting Judge Cammy
Theeler for U.S. district judge for the
District of South Dakota.

VOTE ON THEELER NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Theeler nomination?

Mr. THUNE. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
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the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ) and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), and the
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY).

The result was announced—yeas 90,
nays 4, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 170 Ex.]

YEAS—90
Baldwin Graham Paul
Barrasso Grassley Peters
Bennet Hagerty Reed
Blackburn Hassan Ricketts
Blumenthal Heinrich Risch
Booker Hickenlooper Romney
Boozman Hirono Rosen
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Brown Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schatz
Butler Kaine Schumer
Cantwell Kelly Scott (FL)
Capito King Scott (SC)
Cardin Klobuchar Shaheen
Carper Lankford Sinema
Casey Lee Smith
Cassidy Lujan Stabenow
Collins Lummis Tester
Coons Manchin Thune
Cornyn Markey Tillis
Cortez Masto Marshall Van Hollen
Cotton McConnell Vance
Cramer Merkley Warner
Cruz Moran Warnock
Daines Mullin Warren
Durbin Murkowski Welch
Ernst Murphy Whitehouse
Fetterman Murray Wicker
Fischer Ossoff Wyden
Gillibrand Padilla Young

NAYS—4
Britt Sullivan
Schmitt Tuberville

NOT VOTING—6

Crapo Hawley Menendez
Duckworth Kennedy Sanders

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the following
nomination, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Seth Robert Aframe, of New
Hampshire, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the First Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for Senator SCHATZ
and I to conclude our remarks prior to
the vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 7109

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, last
week, the House of Representatives
passed the Hqual Representation Act.
This commonsense bill would require
that only U.S. citizens are counted for
the purposes of allotting congressional
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districts and electoral votes. This
makes sense. In order for every Ameri-
can’s vote to have equal weight, only
legal voters should be counted in ap-
portioning voting power.

On the other hand, the current meth-
od of counting illegal aliens in allo-
cating Americans’ voting power dilutes
the votes of some Americans. It also
serves as a perverse incentive for open
borders and sanctuary cities because
resettling illegal aliens increases the
relative political power of the States
and the voters that do so.

What was once called a conspiracy
theory turned out to be an objective
fact that Democrats now acknowledge.
Migrants here illegally are being
counted in the census, and they are
counted for determining electoral col-
lege votes and congressional seats.
Commerce Secretary Raimondo con-
firmed this yesterday when I asked her
in a committee hearing.

It is impossible to dispute that this
policy increases the voting power of
districts and States that resettle more
illegal aliens. In fact, some Democrats
have taken it a step further, calling for
more illegal immigration to increase
their power. Just this year, video sur-
faced of a U.S. Representative from
New York—her name is YVETTE
CLARKE—who said, when asked about
illegal immigration, ‘I need more peo-
ple in my district just for redistricting
purposes.” Yes, that is what she said.
She said it quite out loud. She rep-
resents the same district where James
Madison High School is located. You
may recall that last fall, last winter,
James Madison High School was the
school where the students were told to
go home and study by Zoom so their
school could be used to house illegal
aliens. What Congresswoman CLARKE
means is that Americans are fleeing
blue cities and States en masse because
of failing government—and congres-
sional seats are allocated based on pop-
ulation—so if you are losing popu-
lation, you either have to backfill it or
lose congressional seats. That is where
the illegal aliens come in.

This Congresswoman’s statement
helps explain why President Biden and
Democrats are allowing recordbreaking
illegal immigration. It is to preserve
their political power. Since President
Biden took office alone, over 10 million
illegal aliens have entered our country.
That could amount to more than a
dozen congressional seats.

This bill is simple. It would simply
require that the Census Bureau include
a citizenship question to provide a
basic understanding of the U.S. popu-
lation, which is the purpose of the cen-
sus, and it would allow for delineation
between citizens and noncitizens for
apportionment purposes. My bill would
count only citizens for purposes of con-
gressional and electoral college appor-
tionment. In other words, it would
count only citizens for determining
citizens’ voting power. That way, the
power of each American’s vote doesn’t
depend on how many illegal aliens are
in their area.
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The Equal Representation Act will
ensure that the weight of every Ameri-
can’s vote is equal, it will restore the
one person, one vote principle, and it
will certainly end the perverse incen-
tive under which illegal immigration
increases political power.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that as in legislative session, not-
withstanding rule XX, the Senate pro-
ceed to the immediate consideration of
Calendar No. 386, H.R. 7109. I further
ask that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Hawaii.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, reserv-
ing the right to object, a couple of
points. The first point is actually the
main point, which is that we had the
toughest bipartisan bill on border secu-
rity in generations on this floor, and
when Donald Trump found out how
tough it was and how effective it was
going to be, he told Senate Republicans
to kill it, and that is what they did. So
spare me the crocodile tears about the
situation at the border. We had the op-
portunity to fix that, and Donald
Trump explicitly said: Don’t pass this.
Blame me. Blame me.

No. 2, my good friend Senator
HAGERTY, who feels very passionately
about this—his quibble is with the Con-
stitution. The Constitution provides
that all persons in the United States
are counted—all persons. It says noth-
ing about their citizenship status. So if
you have a problem with the way the
census is conducted, you have to
amend the Constitution of the United
States—not the law, not the statutory
laws of the United States, but the Con-
stitution of the United States.

I have lost count of the number of
times Republicans have tried and failed
to add citizenship questions to the cen-
sus. We have to see this for what it is—
an attempt to reduce the count in im-
migrant communities.

If that sounds like sort of a rhetor-
ical flourish, a little bit too much, let
me remind you that it was only a few
years ago that the Supreme Court
ruled against adding this question.
They ruled against it. Why? It is be-
cause the real reason they wanted to
add it was from a conservative effort
who thought it would ‘be advan-
tageous to Republicans and non-His-
panic Whites.”

‘“[Ble advantageous to Republicans
and non-Hispanic Whites.”

They wanted to ask people the citi-
zenship question not in a longer census
questionnaire, not as part of their an-
nual data gathering, but the first ques-
tion out of the gate to scare people
from interacting with the Federal Gov-
ernment because—listen, someone
knocks on your door from the Federal
Government, and the first question is
““Are you a citizen?”’ You will decline
to participate if you have friends or
families or cousins or neighbors who
may have mixed-citizenship status.
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And here is the other quote, that it
“would clearly be a disadvantage for
Democrats.”” This was never about
gathering data. This was never about
enforcing the law. It has always been
and continues to be a pretext to scare
people, particularly immigrants, out of
taking the census, out of being counted
at all, to undercount people and rig the
political system in favor of one polit-
ical party. And don’t take this progres-
sive Democrat from Hawaii’s word for
it; take this Supreme Court’s word for
it.

I am not a lawyer, but I remember
this—I remember they said they had no
non pretextual reason to ask that ques-
tion. In other words, they were asking
this question in order to gain partisan
advantage.

So for those reasons, I respectfully
object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

The Senator from Tennessee.

Mr. HAGERTY. Mr. President, first, I
would like to remark that the border
security bill that my esteemed col-
league references would simply in-
crease the processing of illegal aliens
into this country. If this language were
incorporated in it, we would stop the
incentive for illegal migration. That
would be the fix. That was not in the
bill. The bill that he referenced would
not have addressed the border security
at all.

My Democratic colleague is objecting
to legislation that would actually re-
store the one-person, one-vote prin-
ciple, and it would end the perverse in-
centive under which illegal immigra-
tion increases political power.

It is indisputable that Congress can
direct that a citizenship question be in-
cluded in the census. It was included in
the census for most of our history up
until Barack Obama’s administration
took it out in 2010.

And the Constitution says that the
census shall be conducted ‘‘in such
Manner as [Congress] shall by Law di-
rect.”

Congress does, indeed, have the au-
thority to do this; in fact, we have had
the citizenship question until 2010.

Second, on the question of what pop-
ulation is counted for apportioning
House seats and electoral votes, the
Constitution says that you count the
number of persons in the TUnited
States.

It doesn’t mean literally everyone in
the United States. We don’t count peo-
ple here on vacation; we don’t count
people here on temporary stays. Why
would we count people who are here
and who have broken in illegally? It
means citizens who are members of the
American political body—a body that
votes on representation—and who have
permanent allegiance to our constitu-
tional system.

In fact, it may be unconstitutional to
count illegal aliens under the 14th
Amendment because that dilutes some
citizens’ votes and undermines the
principle of one person, one vote.
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The constitutional argument is sim-
ply a dodge for the indefensible posi-
tion that opposition to this bill means
support for the notion that more ille-
gal aliens should mean more political
power for the States and the commu-
nities that attract.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 460, Seth
Robert Aframe, of New Hampshire, to be
United States Circuit Judge for the First
Circuit.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Mazie K. Hirono, Tina
Smith, Gary C. Peters, Amy Klo-
buchar, Raphael G. Warnock, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Alex Padilla, Mark R.
Warner, Tim Kaine, Sheldon White-
house, Martin Heinrich, Christopher A.
Coons, Margaret Wood Hassan, Peter
Welch.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Seth Robert Aframe, of New Hamp-
shire, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the First Circuit, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO), the Senator
from Missouri (Mr. HAWLEY), the Sen-
ator from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY),
and the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL).

Further, if present and voting: the
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL)
would have voted ‘‘nay.”

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 171 Ex.]

YEAS—bH2
Baldwin Heinrich Rosen
Bennet Hickenlooper Sanders
Blumenthal Hirono Schatz
Booker Kaine Schumer
Brown Kelly Shaheen
Butler King Sinema
gan(t;yvell Iélqlguchar Smith
ardin ujan

Carper Manchin itabenow

ester
Casey Markey Van Hollen
Collins Merkley
Coons Murkowski Warner
Cortez Masto Murphy Warnock
Duckworth Murray Warren
Durbin Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Hassan Reed
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NAYS—43

Barrasso Graham Romney
Blackburn Grassley Rounds
Boozman Hagerty Rubio
Braun Hoeven Schmitt
Britt Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Budd Johnson Scott (SC)
Capito Lankford Sullivan
Cassidy Lee Thune
Cornyn Lummis Tillis
Cotton McConnell .
Cramer Moran Tuberville
Cruz Mullin Val,nce
Daines Paul Wicker
Ernst Ricketts Young
Fischer Risch

NOT VOTING—b5
Crapo Kennedy Menendez
Hawley Marshall

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 52, the
nays are 43.

The motion is agreed to.

The majority leader.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that all time
on the Aframe nomination be consid-
ered expired and the confirmation vote
be at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 20.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 599.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Krissa M.
Lanham, of Arizona, to be TUnited
States District Judge for the District
of Arizona.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 599, Krissa
M. Lanham, of Arizona, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Arizona.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Amy Klobuchar, Jack
Reed, Tina Smith, Tammy Duckworth,
Richard Blumenthal, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret
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Wood Hassan, Peter Welch, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Raphael G. Warnock,
Laphonza R. Butler, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to
executive session to consider Calendar
No. 600.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Angela M. Mar-
tinez, of Arizona, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Ari-
zona.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 600, Angela
M. Martinez, of Arizona, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Arizona.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Alex Padilla, Amy Klobuchar, Jack
Reed, Tina Smith, Tammy Duckworth,
Richard Blumenthal, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Catherine Cortez Masto, Margaret
Wood Hassan, Peter Welch, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Raphael G. Warnock,
Laphonza R. Butler, Brian Schatz, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum calls
for the cloture motions filed today,
May 16, be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, each
year during Police Week, we honor the
law enforcement officers who made the
ultimate sacrifice in service to their
communities.
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This year, we will add the names of
four Ohioans to the National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial who laid
down their lives this year and last
year: Officer Timothy James Unwin,
III, of the Springfield Township Police
Department; Deputy Sheriff Marcus
Zeigler of the Hamilton County Sher-
iff’s Office; Deputy Sheriff Joshua
Hamilton of the Preble County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Sadly, we know already of two names
that will be added to the memorial
next year: Jacob Derbin of the Euclid
Police Department, who was sense-
lessly ambushed and killed in the line
of duty last weekend. He leaves behind
a father who was part of the depart-
ment, the same Buclid Department.

I spoke at length to the chief of po-
lice in Euclid last week. The young
man was engaged to be married. His
grandfather had also been a policeman
at a suburban police department in
Cleveland.

We also add the name next year of
Lieutenant Rodney Osborne of the
Southern Ohio Correctional Facility,
who tragically died in an accident dur-
ing a training exercise.

Each of these losses is a tragedy for
a family, for a community, and surely
for their fellow officers.

These Ohioans’ lives are a reminder
of the ideals we should strive for. We
need officers who are true public serv-
ants in the best sense of the word, peo-
ple who give themselves to the commu-
nity, people like these brave men.

These Ohioans gave so much.

Officer Timothy James Unwin, III,
was a Cincinnati native who dedicated
more than 8 years to serving Ohio com-
munities in both the Hamilton County
Sheriff’s Office and the Springfield
Township Police Department.

In his free time, he enjoyed staying
active and working on cars. His col-
leagues, friends, and family members
remember his smile and remember his
always positive energy. He was always
helping others. He wanted to make the
world a better place.

He lost his life in a tragic car crash
while responding to a call for help from
fellow officers.

Deputy Sheriff Marcus Zeigler began
his career in the private sector work-
ing in security and defense before join-
ing the Hamilton County Sheriff’s De-
partment. That is the Cincinnati area
in Southwest Ohio.

He was proud to serve as a deputy.
While he was only with the department
for 9 months, he made an impression on
his colleagues and his community. He
always had a smile on his face. He was
always happy to lend a hand. He was
eager to grow in his career.

His family was the most important
thing to him. Our thoughts are with his
wife and his five children.

Deputy Sheriff John Hamilton was a
former U.S. Navy Reservist and Army
National Guard member who served in
the Preble County Sheriff’s team. He
was known for his unwavering commit-
ment to our country and to the Preble
County community.
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Deputy Hamilton is survived by his
parents and his daughter.

We extend our condolences to them
and all the loved ones these public
servants leave behind—children who
will now grow up without fathers, par-
ents grieving children.

This year, we added the names of six
officers to the memorial who died from
COVID-19: Terrance Bateman, Anthony
Cloyd, Mark Heinl, Billy Ihrig, Gerald
Lynch, and Matthew Mitchell. We can’t
begin to repay the debt we owe these
officers and their families, but we can
work to protect more officers and the
communities they swear an oath to
serve.

That is why I work with colleagues of
both parties on legislation to support
law enforcement as they do their jobs.
If we can help them do their jobs more
safely, we all win.

Two years ago, I worked with my col-
league Senator GRASSLEY and Con-
gressman DAVID JOYCE, my friend from
Ohio, to pass legislation that provides
Customs and Border Patrol staff with
fentanyl containment devices. This
keeps officers safe. We know how po-
tent even a little bit of fentanyl is,
even to the touch of the skin. This
keeps officers safe and keeps evidence
preserved for trial.

Now we are working to get cops and
sheriff’s deputies access to the same
protection locally. That is why we in-
troduced the Protecting First Respond-
ers from Secondary Exposure Act. It is
also why Senator CoTTON and I intro-
duced the Providing Officers Electronic
Resources Act, or POWER Act, to help
State and local law enforcement orga-
nizations secure high-tech, portable
screening devices to detect fentanyl.

I will keep fighting to make sure
that police officers can retire with dig-
nity. My bipartisan Social Security
Fairness Act will ensure that Social
Security benefits will be there when of-
ficers retire from a life of dedicated
service.

One of the best ways we can keep law
enforcement and our communities safe
is by keeping fentanyl out of the coun-
try in the first place, something I have
heard from law enforcement personnel
at virtually every place in Ohio.

Four hundred Ohioans every single
month die from fentanyl poisoning.
That is not just a number. It means
that 400 individuals with 400 individual
families and 400 different neighbor-
hoods have died.

That is why we fought to pass my bi-
partisan FEND Off Fentanyl Act. The
President just signed it into law. It is
going to help us target the entire
fentanyl supply chain, from the chem-
ical suppliers in China to the cartels
that manufacture and transport the
drugs in Mexico.

By going after the billions of dollars
these traffickers make in illicit profits,
we target them where it hurts the
most: their bank accounts. It is why we
worked with Ohio and national law en-
forcement to write this bill and to
build a broad bipartisan coalition to
get it passed.
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This Police Week, let’s offer more
than empty words. Let’s provide the
support and resources that our men
and women need to keep themselves
and their communities safe. Although
nothing can ever be done to truly ap-
preciate the sacrifice so many have
made by laying down their lives, we
honor them by supporting their fellow
officers.

We must get our officers the tools
and the training they need to do their
jobs and to build trust with the com-
munities where we all live, the commu-
nities that they are sworn to protect.

TRIBUTE TO THE FIGHTING IRISH

Mr. YOUNG. Madam President, 100
years ago this week, a legend was born.
One hundred years ago, the champions
of religious freedom refused to back
down in the face of intolerance and
hate. One hundred years ago today, the
University of Notre Dame earned the
moniker the “Fighting Irish.”

On May 17, 1924, thousands of mem-
bers of the Indiana chapter of the Ku
Klux Klan gathered in South Bend, IN,
for a rally, a rally called by their infa-
mous leader D.C. Stephenson. The tar-
get that day for their despicable and
misguided message of ‘‘true Ameri-
canism’ was the Catholic institution
of the University of Notre Dame, the
young men who attended the univer-
sity, and the Holy Cross priests who
taught at it.

In the years that immediately pre-
ceded that fateful day, the KKK had
watched with despair as Coach Knute
Rockne and his football ‘‘Ramblers”
had barnstormed across the country,
winning praise for their fighting spirit
and the university.

We can’t forget that at the time,
Catholics were a major target for the
KKK in the Midwest, and Notre Dame’s
success on and off the field was an af-
front—an affront—to the Klan’s false
message of superiority.

So the KKK gathered outside the
Golden Dome for what was to be a 3-
day rally, complete with parades and
speeches and dances and no small
amount of overtly violent intimida-
tion. You see, they weren’t used to
anyone standing up to them. They
weren’t expecting anyone to stand up
to them. And little did they know that
the mostly Irish Catholic student body
across the street had no intention of
being intimidated.

Little did they know that the stu-
dents were so animated that the uni-
versity president, Father Matthew
Walsh—a World War I veteran—had
been trying in vain to tell his students
to stay safe and to shelter in the
school.

Little did the KKK know that on that
day, the intended aspersion that the
student body had co-opted as their pre-
ferred nickname—the “Fighting
Irish”’—was about to reach a national
audience.

As the story goes—no doubt colored
with some apocryphal additions over
the years—the Klansmen began arriv-
ing in South Bend and hundreds of stu-
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dents marched out to meet them. At
first, the students almost playfully of-
fered to assist the Klansmen in finding
lodging and food, sometimes leading
them down allies, other times leading
them back out of town.

However, when one KKK leader evi-
dently became wise to the ruse and
pointed a pistol at a student who had
intended to pull down the unsacred
cross of lights hung in a downtown
third-floor window, well, as they say,
all hell broke loose. Klansmen who
chose to fight quickly met their match
and scrambled out of town. Students
grabbed produce—yes, even potatoes—
from a local vegetable stand and hurled
them at the cross, taking out all but
the uppermost bulb.

At that very moment, legendary
“Four Horsemen’ quarterback Harry
Stuhldreher launched an impossible
shot. He threw a potato 40 feet in the
air at the bulb, successfully darkening
the last unholy light.

Moments later, the rest of the Klans-
men were run out of town, tails be-
tween their legs. A subsequent ex-
change the next day led to another
rout by Notre Dame running the record
to 2 and 0 against the Klansmen that
weekend.

That weekend, in describing the
Notre Dame student body’s takedown
of the most vaunted KKK chapter in
the country, several national papers
seized on the ‘“‘Fighting Irish’ moniker
that had previously only been applied
to the football team.

If you are interested in more details
about that fateful weekend, Notre
Dame alum Todd Tucker has written
an acclaimed book entitled, ‘‘Notre
Dame vs. The Klan.”

Events like the one that took place
in South Bend, IN, often prove to be
historical inflection points.

In early 1924, intolerance and hatred
were on the rise in the country, not
just in Indiana but from coast to coast.
For many, it was easier to give in to
the fear of an uncertain future than to
work to build a better community.

But Indiana and the country were
soon to turn a corner, and the timing
couldn’t have been more poetic. Rock-
ne, Stuhldreher, and the rest of the
“Fighting Irish” football team would
pull off a perfect 10-and-0 season later
that year en route to the 1924 national
championship. And the Indiana chapter
of the KKK would quickly fizzle after
the rape and murder conviction of its
leader, D.C. Stephenson, the next year.

As for the university itself and its
brave and proud student body, it would
be 3 more years before Father Walsh
would reluctantly give in to the wave
that started that May day in 1924 and
officialize the nickname the ‘‘Fighting
Irish.”

But make no mistake, it was 100
years ago this week, in an act of defi-
ance against religious intolerance, that
the “‘Fighting Irish” truly came into
being.

So on this day, we remember their
bravery in exercising their most basic
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of American freedoms as we celebrate
the day they put the fight in the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame ‘‘Fighting
Irish.”

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BOOKER). The Senator from California.
NIH IMPROVE ACT

Ms. BUTLER. Mr. President, today, 1
rise on the heels of Mother’s Day to
bring attention to the healthcare crisis
facing America’s mothers—most par-
ticularly Black mothers and the Black
maternal health crisis.

I begin by acknowledging the invalu-
able contribution mothers make each
day, kissing scraped knees and chasing
monsters out of the closet. Mothers are
indeed our Nation’s true superheroes.

All across the country, mothers are
the driving force for our economy. Ac-
cording to the Center for American
Progress, mothers are to thank for
most of the economic gains enjoyed by
middle-class families over the past 50
years. Their data covering 1970 to 2013
show that women’s increased labor
force participation and increased earn-
ings grew the U.S. economy by 13.5 per-
cent, which translates to an additional
$2 trillion in economic activity.

According to the Department of
Labor, 40.5 percent of working mothers
are equal, primary, or sole income
earners for their family—a fact that is
especially true for Black mothers. In
the United States, Black mothers are a
critical part of our labor force, and 80
percent of them are the breadwinners
for their families.

But these same mothers face a
healthcare system that is failing them.
The United States has the highest rate
of maternal mortality in the world
amongst high-income nations. Thou-
sands of women in America have lost
their lives due to pregnancy-related
causes in recent years and over the
past decade. While the birthrate in this
country has declined by roughly 20 per-
cent, maternal mortality rates have
steadily risen.

This crisis is exacerbated in commu-
nities grappling with a lack of access
to essential maternal healthcare. Ac-
cording to a report produced by the
March of Dimes, one-third of the coun-
ties in the United States are considered
maternity care deserts, meaning there
are no hospitals providing obstetric
care, no birth centers, and no obstetric
providers. Imagine your loved one pre-
paring to give birth and bring new life
into your family having no choice but
to drive hours away from home to seek
care.

We know from the data that this cri-
sis has not been felt equally. Among
Black and Native indigenous commu-
nities, maternal mortality rates are
two to four times higher compared to
those of White communities.

The good news is that champions in
this Chamber have spent years laying
the groundwork in our path toward
rectifying this crisis. In 2018, then-Sen-
ator, now-Vice President KAMALA HAR-
RIS introduced the initial Black Mater-
nal Health Momnibus Act. The
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Momnibus, now led by the very own
Senator BOOKER from New Jersey, is a
comprehensive legislative package that
would make historic investments to
address every dimension of the Black
maternal health crisis. I am proud to
serve as a cosponsor of this much need-
ed legislation.

The good news is that, since leaving
this Chamber, Vice President HARRIS
has remained consistent and insistent
in carrying these efforts forward into
the Biden-Harris administration, spear-
heading the administration’s blueprint
to address the maternal health crisis.
The blueprint has led to key actions in-
volving innovative models to improve
maternal healthcare for low-income
women and a national strategy to ad-
dress maternal mental health and sub-
stance use disorders. This blueprint,
paired with the passage of thoughtful
legislative proposals such as the Black
Maternal Health Momnibus, is exactly
what we need to combat this dev-
astating crisis.

As a Member of this Chamber, it is a
privilege to truly be able to contribute
to those legislative solutions and be a
part of this fight. That is why I intro-
duced the NIH IMPROVE Act, along-
side Senator KATIE BRITT and Rep-
resentatives UNDERWOOD and in the
House, to help address some of these
disparities.

The NIH IMPROVE Act authorizes
the funding necessary to sustain the
critical activities of the National Insti-
tutes of Health’s IMPROVE Initiative,
which supports research on how to re-
duce preventable causes of maternal
death and improve health for women
before, during, and after pregnancy.
The initiative aims to address the fore-
most causes of maternal mortality in
the United States as well as significant
pregnancy-associated and pregnancy-
related health complications such as
diabetes, obesity, mental health, and
substance use disorders.

This bill would provide the steady
funding necessary, at least for the next
7 years, to ensure that NIH can con-
tinue to pursue this research into the
root causes of our maternal mortality
crisis. The bill will also help to build
an evidence base to further improve
maternal healthcare in underserved
areas and target health disparities as-
sociated with maternal mortality and
morbidity.

Just one example of how the IM-
PROVE Initiative is already supporting
critical maternal health research is the
story of a young researcher named
Denys Symonette Mitchell, a doctor of
public health student at Tulane Uni-
versity School of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine. Through the sup-
port of the IMPROVE Initiative, Denys
and her colleagues are actively con-
ducting pregnancy-related research to
examine and eliminate maternal
health disparities and ultimately re-
shape communities in need. Specifi-
cally, their research examines strate-
gies to support healthy eating and in-
creased physical activity among low-
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income postpartum women with a his-
tory of diabetes during pregnancy—one
of the many conditions associated with
maternal mortality and morbidity.

Denys has said that NIH-funded stud-
ies such as this have transformed her
educational experience and catapulted
her professional aims as a training re-
search scientist.

In addition to serving as a doctoral
research assistant, Denys is also a
Black mother. Denys is a manifesta-
tion, a real-life example that Black
women, Black mothers, and all moth-
ers are so much more than just a sta-
tistic; they are vigorously working to-
ward solutions that we need to improve
maternal health outcomes in this coun-
try.

The urgent research efforts called for
and outlined in the NIH IMPROVE Act
and Initiative will not only help to ad-
dress our Nation’s maternal health cri-
sis; they will also help to support the
next generation of Black mothers, sci-
entists, and leaders such as Denys. The
lifesaving research supported through
the NIH IMPROVE Act will bolster so-
lutions that are designed to combat the
crisis that all women are facing.

Mr. President, I will close with this:
In the majority opinion of the Dobbs
decision that essentially ripped away
the reproductive freedom of women
that they had fought for for nearly 50
years, Justice Alito wrote:

Women are not without electoral or polit-
ical power.

While I disagree with most of what
Justice Alito wrote in this opinion, on
this point, with him I do agree. The po-
litical and electoral power of women in
this country demands the healthcare
that we need, demands the healthcare
that we deserve. Advancing the NIH
IMPROVE Act will serve as a key step
toward accomplishing that.

While I serve in this Chamber, I will
continue to push and to push us to de-
liver the investments required to ad-
dress this crisis head-on. I am com-
mitted to seeing this through for my
daughter if she decides to become a
mother, for every woman who chooses
to be a mother, and for the future of
the Nation they will shape.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dep-
uty whip from Hawaii.

KIDS OFF SOCIAL MEDIA ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, over the
past year, I have worked with col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle on
legislation to protect kids from the
harms of social media.

The role of platforms like Instagram
and TikTok in turbocharging the men-
tal health crisis among our Kkids is
clear—the data shows it; our personal
experience shows it; warnings from ex-
perts like the Surgeon General confirm
it—which is why last month, after
months of work with the Commerce
Committee and outside stakeholders, I
introduced an updated version of my
bipartisan bill called the Kids Off So-
cial Media Act with Senators Cruz,
Murphy, Britt, and many others.
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The bill does a few very straight-
forward things. First, it sets the min-
imum age of social media use to 13.
Second, it bans platforms from tar-
geting kids under 17 with their power-
ful black-box algorithms. Third, it
blocks social media sites from school
networks—something that almost 90
percent of all schools already do.

Over the past several weeks, my
team and I have continued to work
with other Member offices as well as a
wide range of outside stakeholders to
refine the bill in important ways, and
we continue to have productive con-
versations on strengthening the bill in
order to best protect kids online.

Colleagues may have seen the hotline
run on my bill, and we continue to
work toward a markup. There are also
several other bills pending on this
issue, which I support. It is my hope
that the Senate will consider all of
these bills in short order and finally
give kids the help and the protection
they need.

Congress has to act in this area. We
now have many good proposals, most of
them not in competition with each
other. Let’s take some action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President,
every year, our Nation comes together
to honor and remember the brave men
and women who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in service to their fellow
citizens. This week, National Police
Week, stands as a testament to the un-
wavering dedication and sacrifice of
law enforcement officers across our Na-
tion, including those in my own State
of Mississippi.

Every day, our law enforcement offi-
cers put on their uniforms, kiss their
loved ones goodbye, and head out into
the unknown, knowing that they may
encounter danger at any moment. They
stand as guardians of our communities,
ensuring that peace, law, and order
prevail, often at great personal risk.

We owe a debt of gratitude to these
heroes, whose selflessness and bravery
serve as an example of what it means
to be a patriot. Their commitment to
uphold the law, protect the innocent,
and serve justice is at the foundation
of what makes our Nation great.

As we honor those who have fallen, it
is important that we also remember
the families they have left behind. This
week, we, as a nation, join the spouses,
children, parents, siblings, fellow offi-
cers, and friends in mourning the loss
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of these men and women. Their sac-
rifice is no less profound, and their re-
silience and strength get at the heart
of what it means to be an American.

Even in the face of adversity, our of-
ficers have remained steadfast in their
commitment to serve.

It is important to me that every offi-
cer in Mississippi knows that I greatly
admire you for your loyalty, grit, and
determination throughout such chal-
lenges. I will continue to work to en-
sure you have the resources you need
to do your job.

My State of Mississippi is blessed
with amazing law enforcement, who
are not only hometown heroes, but also
an integral part of our communities.
Every loss of an officer is deeply felt by
all.

I would like to specifically remember
and honor the two fallen officers from
Mississippi whose names have been
added to the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial this year.
These officers died heroes in service to
their communities, and we are humbled
by their service and sacrifice.

We remember: Madison County Po-
lice Department’s Officer Horren
Randy Tyler, 64, who was tragically
shot and killed on June 1, 2023, after a
man opened fire on officers during a
hostage negotiation. Randy’s col-
leagues regarded him as a leader and
mentor, seeking his guidance in chal-
lenging situations, trusting his 27
years of experience. He leaves behind

his wife, four children, and three
grandchildren.
And we also remember: Mississippi

Bureau of Investigation’s Lieutenant
Jeris Deon Davis, 51, who succumbed to
Covid on December 29, 2020. Lit. Davis
served in law enforcement for 22 years,
including as an officer with the Mis-
sissippi Highway Patrol.

As we reflect on the lives lost and the
sacrifices made, let us recommit our-
selves to supporting those who serve
and protect us. Let us stand shoulder
to shoulder with our law enforcement
officers, offering them the respect, ap-
preciation, and support they deserve.

Let us honor the memory of those
who have fallen, and pledge to carry
forward their legacy of courage, integ-
rity, and service. In doing so, we ensure
that their sacrifices will never be for-
gotten, and that their spirit will con-
tinue to guide and inspire us for gen-
erations to come.

I will continue to be an advocate for
law enforcement professionals and pro-
vide support where possible and do all
I can to honor their sacrifice.

I am praying that their families and
loved ones of our fallen officers find
comfort in knowing that not only is
their loss deeply felt, but it will also
never be forgotten. God bless our law
enforcement officers, their families,
and the United States of America.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO TESS KUENNING

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I rise
today to thank Tess Kuenning, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of the
Bi-State Primary Care Association for
her contributions to the work of the
Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee to expand access
to primary care for all Americans.

Tess Kuenning, clinically trained as
an advanced practice nurse, has led Bi-
State Primary Care Association for
nearly 30 years. During this time, she
has worked tirelessly to support com-
munity health centers in Vermont,
New Hampshire, and around the coun-
try as a member of various boards,
committees, and panels focused on ex-
panding access to primary care.

Primary care is the backbone of our
healthcare system. Community health
centers make up a major portion of
that backbone, especially for low- and
moderate-income Americans. Yet Con-
gress continues to severely underfund
this critical work.

Community health centers provide
affordable, quality primary medical,
dental, and mental health care, as well
as access to low-cost prescription drugs
to over 30 million people in the United
States. In Vermont, nearly one out of
every three people receives their pri-
mary healthcare through a community
health center across 73 sites, some-
thing that I and my fellow Vermonters
are very proud of and has happened in
no small part due to Tess’s efforts.

Over the past year, I worked very
hard as chair of the Health, Education,
Labor and Pensions Committee to in-
crease funding for community health
centers. Working day and night along-
side me was Tess Kuenning. Simply
put, she has done more for health cen-
ters this past year than just about any-
one else in the Nation. Tess uses cre-
ativity, innovation, perseverance, and
her vast network of health center con-
tacts across the country to lift up and
garner support for the community
health center program. She is steadfast
in her efforts to build connections and
demonstrate the vast needs and even
greater potential of our health centers.

To my mind, Tess Kuenning’s work
represents the kind of effective engage-
ment all Americans should have with
their Members of Congress. Each of us
should be lucky enough to have people
in our home State who understand the
needs of everyday people and are will-
ing to tell us what we need to know to
provide our constituents with the help
they need. I am very grateful for Tess’s
dedication to improving our healthcare
system and the health of millions and
all those who believe that healthcare is
a right—mot a privilege—owe her our
thanks and respect.e

———

REMEMBERING MILDRED RUSSELL

e Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Mr. President,
I rise to honor the life of Mildred Rus-
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sell who passed away on May 10, 2024,
at the age of 75 after a battle with can-
cer. Mildred Russell was a former
Alachua County School Board member
and Republican State committee-
woman. Before that, she started Mir-
acle Life Ministers and churches in
Georgia and England with her husband
Rusty. Mrs. Russell lived in Gainesville
for more than 40 years, where she was
active in different areas of the commu-
nity. She will be terribly missed by her
family, friends, and all who felt the
positive impact of her work in the
church and Alachua County schools.e
——

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:17 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 1797. An act to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promulgate a
consumer product safety standard with re-
spect to rechargeable lithium-ion batteries
used in micro-mobility devices, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3950. An act to require sellers of event
tickets to disclose comprehensive informa-
tion to consumers about ticket prices and re-
lated fees, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4310. An act to ban the sale of prod-
ucts with a high concentration of sodium ni-
trite to individuals, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4510. An act to reauthorize to reau-
thorize the National Telecommunications
and Information Administration, to update
the mission and functions of the agency, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 4581. An act to amend title V of the
Social Security Act to support stillbirth pre-
vention and research, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6571. An act to establish a critical
supply chain resiliency and crisis response
program in the Department of Commerce,
and to secure American leadership in deploy-
ing emerging technologies, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 6572. An act to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to take actions necessary and ap-
propriate to promote the competitiveness of
the United States related to the deployment,
use, application, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, and for other purposes.

H.R. 6960. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children pro-
gram.

H.R. 7343. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for the
detention of certain aliens who commit as-
sault against law enforcement officers.

H.R. 7530. An act to limit youth offender
status in the District of Columbia to individ-
uals 18 years of age or younger, to direct the
Attorney General of the District of Columbia
to establish and operate a publicly accessible
website containing updated statistics on ju-
venile crime in the District of Columbia, to
amend the District of Columbia Home Rule
Act to prohibit the Council of the District of
Columbia from enacting changes to existing
criminal liability sentences, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 7581. An act to require the Attorney
General to develop reports relating to vio-
lent attacks against law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
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Senate to the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to reau-
thorize and improve the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and other civil
aviation programs, and for other pur-
poses.

The message further announced that
pursuant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998
(22 U.S.C. 6431), and the order of the
House of January 9, 2023, the Speaker
appoints the following individuals on
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a term
ending May 14, 2026: Mrs. Vicky
Hartzler of Harrisonville, MO, Mrs.
Maureen Ferguson of Potomac, MD,
and Mr. Asif Mahmood of Bradbury,
California.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1797. An act to require the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to promulgate a
consumer product safety standard with re-
spect to rechargeable lithium-ion batteries
used in micromobility devices, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 3950. An act to require sellers of event
tickets to disclose comprehensive informa-
tion to consumers about ticket prices and re-
lated fees, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 4310. An act to ban the sale of prod-
ucts with a high concentration of sodium ni-
trite to individuals, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

H.R. 4510. An act to reauthorize the Na-
tional Telecommunications and Information
Administration, to update the mission and
functions of the agency, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 6571. An act to establish a critical
supply chain resiliency and crisis response
program in the Department of Commerce,
and to secure American leadership in deploy-
ing emerging technologies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 6572. An act to direct the Secretary of
Commerce to take actions necessary and ap-
propriate to promote the competitiveness of
the United States related to the deployment,
use, application, and competitiveness of
blockchain technology or other distributed
ledger technology, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 6960. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children pro-
gram; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 7343. An act to amend the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act to provide for the
detention of certain aliens who commit as-
sault against law enforcement officers; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

H.R. 75630. An act to limit youth offender
status in the District of Columbia to individ-
uals 18 years of age or younger, to direct the
Attorney General of the District of Columbia
to establish and operate a publicly accessible
website containing updated statistics on ju-
venile crime in the District of Columbia, to
amend the District of Columbia Home Rule
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Act to prohibit the Council of the District of
Columbia from enacting changes to existing
criminal liability sentences, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 7581. An act to require the Attorney
General to develop reports relating to vio-
lent attacks against law enforcement offi-
cers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

——————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 4361. A bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4543. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Various Fragrance
Components in Pesticide Formulations; Tol-
erance Exemption” (FRL No. 11719-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 2, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC—4544. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
report of a rule entitled ¢1,4-Bis[[3-[2-(2-
hydroxyethoxy)ethoxy]propyllamino]-9,10-
anthracenedione in Pesticide Formulations;
Tolerance Exemption” (FRL No. 11726-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 2, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4545. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘30-Day Notification of Nonpayment
of Rent in Multi-Family Housing Direct
Loan Programs’ (RIN0575-AD25) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 9, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4546. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Almonds Grown in California;
Amendments to the Marketing Order”
(RINO0575-AD25) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 9, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4547. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Child Nutrition Programs: Meal
Patterns Consistent With the 2020-2025 Die-
tary Guidelines for Americans” (RIN0584—
AE88) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 3, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4548. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
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mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“Salmonella in Not Ready-To-Eat
Breaded Stuffed Chicken Products” (Docket
No. FSIS-2022-0013) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on May 3, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4549. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator; Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘““Use of
Electronic Identification Eartags as Official
Identification in Cattle and Bison’’ (RIN0579-
AE64) received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 3, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4550. A communication from the Con-
gressional Review Coordinator; Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘User Fees
for Agricultural Quarantine and Inspection
Services’ (RIN0579-AET71) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 3, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4551. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Farm Labor
Stabilization and Protection Pilot Program
Notice of Funding Opportunity (NFO)”
(USDA-FSA-OA-FLSP-G-23-0001) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 3,
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-4552. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Horse Protection Amendments”
(RINO0579-AET70) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on May 3, 2024; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry.

EC-4553. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2024 Request for Appli-
cations (RFA) for Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) Fraud Frame-
work Implementation Grant’ received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on May 3, 2024;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4554. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled “Farm Labor Stabilization and Pro-
tection Pilot Program” (USDA-FSA-OA-
FLSP-G-23-0001) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 8, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4555. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘Notice of Funds Availability
(NOFA) for the Commodity Container Assist-
ance Program’ (FSA-2022-0006) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
May 8, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4556. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
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entitled ‘‘Discrimination Financial Assist-
ance Program’ received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 8, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4557. A communication from the Pro-
gram Analyst; Office of Budget and Program
Analysis, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule
entitled ‘“‘Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) Process and Technology
Improvement Grants - Fiscal Year 2024 Re-
quest for Applications (RFA)” received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on May 5, 2024;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4558. A communication from the Dep-
uty Secretary of the Commodity Futures
Trading Commission, transmitting, pursuant
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Swap
Confirmation Requirements for Swap Execu-
tion Facilities” (RIN3038-AF34) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on May 4, 2024;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

EC-4559. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled “BLB2 and AMRS3 Proteins in
Potato; Temporary Exemption from the Re-
quirement of a Tolerance’ (FRL No. 11896
01-OCSPP) received in the Office of the
President of the Senate on May 2, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4560. A communication from the Chief
of Legislative and Regulatory Staff, Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Raisins
Produced from Grapes Grown in California;
Increased Assessment Rate’” (Docket No.
AMS-SC-23-0038) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 23, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4561. A communication from the Chief
of Legislative and Regulatory Staff, Office of
Budget and Program Analysis, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Conserva-
tion Reserve Program FY24 Monitoring, As-
sessment, and Evaluation (MAE) Oppor-
tunity” received during adjournment of the
Senate in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 23, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4562. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Flonicamid; Pesticide Toler-
ances” (FRL No. 11860-01-OCSPP) received in
the Office of the President of the Senate on
April 29, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4563. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ““1,4-Bis[[3-[2-(2-
hydroxyethoxy)ethoxy]propyllamino]-9,10-
anthracenedione in Pesticide Formulations”
(FRL No. 11896-01-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on April
17, 2024; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4564. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Various Fragrance Compo-
nents in Pesticide Formulations; Tolerance
Exemption” (FRL No. 11719-01-OCSPP) re-
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ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on April 17, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4565. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Escherichia coli Strain K-12
P678-54 micelles in Pesticide Formulations;
Tolerance Exemption” (FRL No. 11878-01-
OCSPP) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on April 17, 2024; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

EC-4566. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Cyflumetofen; Pesticide Tol-
erances” (FRL No. 11734-01-OCSPP) received
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on May 9, 2024; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

EC-4567. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘1-Propanaminium, 3-amino-

N-(2-carboxyethyl)-N,N-dimethyl-, N-coco
acyl derivatives, inner salts; and 1-
Propanaminium, 3-amino-N-

(carboxymethyl)-N,N-dimethyl-, N-coco acyl
derivatives, hydroxides, inner salts in Pes-
ticide Formulations; Tolerance Exemptions”
(FRL No. 11898-01-OCSPP) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on May 9,
2024; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

EC-4568. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director, Regulatory Management Di-
vision, Environmental Protection Agency,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Cyantraniliprole; Pesticide
Tolerances’” (FRL No. 11941-01-OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on May 9, 2024; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 594. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior
to prioritize the completion of the Conti-
nental Divide National Scenic Trail, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 118-175).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with amend-
ments:

S. 636. A bill to establish the Dolores River
National Conservation Area and the Dolores
River Special Management Area in the State
of Colorado, to protect private water rights
in the State, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 118-176).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S. 2615. A bill to amend the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act to provide that Vil-
lage Corporations shall not be required to
convey land in trust to the State of Alaska
for the establishment of Municipal Corpora-
tions, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118-
177).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with amend-
ments:

S. 3045. A bill to provide for the transfer of
administrative jurisdiction over certain Fed-
eral land in the State of California, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 118-178).

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:
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S. 3046. A bill to make permanent the au-
thority to collect Shasta-Trinity National
Forest marina fees (Rept. No. 118-179).

By Mr. DURBIN, from the Committee on
the Judiciary, without amendment:

S. 1979. A Dbill to amend title 9 of the
United States Code with respect to arbitra-
tion of disputes involving age discrimina-
tion.

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEE

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. REED for the Committee on Armed
Services.

Navy nomination of Capt. Lia M. Reynolds,
to be Rear Admiral.

*Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Jason
T. Hinds, to be Lieutenant General.

Air Force nomination of Col.
Nemeth, to be Brigadier General.

Air Force nomination of Col.
Boone, to be Brigadier General.

Army mnomination of Col.
Shanley, to be Brigadier General.

Army nominations beginning with Col.
Kathleen A. Clary and ending with Col.
Brian D. Wisniewski, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record on April 30, 2024.

*Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Jered P.
Helwig, to be Lieutenant General.

*Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Gregory K.
Anderson, to be Lieutenant General.

Army nominations beginning with Col.
Terri J. Erisman and ending with Col. Ste-
ven M. Ranieri, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on May 7, 2024.

*Marine Corps nomination of Lit. Gen. Ste-
phen D. Sklenka, to be Lieutenant General.

*Marine Corps nomination of Maj. Gen.
Calvert L. Worth, Jr., to be Lieutenant Gen-
eral.

*Navy nomination of Rear Adm. Michael J.
Vernazza, to be Vice Admiral.

*Navy nomination of Vice Adm. John F.
Wade, to be Vice Admiral.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Armed Services I report
favorably the following nomination
lists which were printed in the
RECORDS on the dates indicated, and
ask unanimous consent, to save the ex-
pense of reprinting on the Executive
Calendar that these nominations lie at
the Secretary’s desk for the informa-
tion of Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Air Force nomination of Anthony K.
Onitsuka, to be Major.

Air Force nomination
Grimley, to be Major.

Air Force nomination of Debra L. Sims, to
be Colonel.

Air Force nomination of Peter S. Joo, to
be Colonel.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Geoffrey E. Adams and ending with Erica
Marie Zentner, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on April 30, 2024.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Nicholas Alberto Aguilera and ending with
Yongjun Yoon, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on April 30, 2024.

Air Force nominations beginning with Jes-
sica M. Abbott and ending with Troy
Bettinger Yu, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on April 30, 2024.

Lisa A.
Peter M.

Michael S.

of Ronald J.
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Air Force nominations beginning with
Mariah C. Aceves and ending with Andrew
Paul Zimmerman, which nominations were
received by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on April 30, 2024.

Air Force nomination of Michael W.
Struthers, to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Air Force nomination of Paula M. Chavis,
to be Colonel.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Frank J. Panebianco and ending with An-
drew W. Washer, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on May 7, 2024.

Air Force nomination of James L. Schnei-
der III, to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Air Force nomination of Zhibin Jiang, to
be Lieutenant Colonel.

Air Force nomination
Krawchuk, to be Major.

Air Force nomination of Dariusz P. Barna,
to be Major.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Sally L. Cramer and ending with Jonathan
A. Monsalve, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on May 7, 2024.

Army nomination of Dionne L. McMillan,
to be Major.

Army nomination of Todd A. Hasenstein,
to be Major.

Army nominations beginning with Gregory
J. Abide and ending with 0003682611, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
April 30, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Jacob
P. Absalon and ending with 0002344681, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
April 30, 2024.

Army nomination of Gary R. Weltman, to
be Colonel.

Army nominations beginning with Daniel
A. Abaldo and ending with 0002650956, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
April 30, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Ji Y.
Adams and ending with 0002978777, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
April 30, 2024.

Army nomination of Caroline M. Kolb, to
be Colonel.

Army nominations beginning with Brady
R. Clark and ending with Angelina K.
Matherly, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on May 7, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Emily
R. Bingham and ending with 0002855239,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on May 7, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Ahmad
B. Alexander and ending with 0004136628,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on May 7, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Vanessa
E. Bonner and ending with 0002485564, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
May 7, 2024.

Army nominations beginning with Eliza-
beth A. Aguirre and ending with 0002517801,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on May 7, 2024.

Marine Corps nominations beginning with
Shawn E. Anderson and ending with Joseph
J. Zwiller, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on January 8, 2024.

Marine Corps nominations beginning with
Robert W. Brooks IIT and ending with Ramon
R. Ramirez, Jr., which nominations were re-
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ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on January 10, 2024.

Marine Corps nomination of Glen R. Pond,
to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Marine Corps nomination of Matthew T.
Migliori, to be Lieutenant Colonel.

Navy nomination of Stephanie K. Hayes, to

be Captain.

Navy nomination of Benjamin C. Waite, to
be Captain.

Navy nomination of Benjamin D.

Fitzharris, to be Captain.

Navy nomination of Claudia L. Battle, to
be Commander.

Navy nomination of Daniel A. Hancock, to
be Captain.

Navy nomination of James L. Clark III, to
be Captain.

Navy nomination of William Selde, to be
Commander.

Navy nomination of Edward L. Gungon, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nomination of Ty R. Christian, to be
Lieutenant Commander.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. KENNEDY:

S. 4353. A Dbill to amend the Federal Crop
Insurance Act to modify a provision relating
to quality loss adjustment coverage; to the
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and
Forestry.

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself and Mr. COR-
NYN):

S. 4354. A Dbill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
107 North Hoyne Avenue in Fritch, Texas, as
the ‘“‘Chief Zeb Smith Post Office’’; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 4355. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to prohibit the knowing posses-
sion of a pill press mold with intent to man-
ufacture in violation of such Act a counter-
feit substance in schedule I or II in a capsule,
tablet, and other form intended for distribu-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and
Mr. HAWLEY):

S. 43566. A bill to facilitate the implementa-
tion of security measures undertaken by the
United States Postal Service, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr.
BROWN):

S. 4357. A bill to improve access to oral
health care for vulnerable and underserved
populations; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
FETTERMAN, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, and Mrs. GILLIBRAND):

S. 4358. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to require the Secretary to es-
tablish a grant program under the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Adminis-
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tration to address substance use disorders
among older adults, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
CRAMER):

S. 4359. A Dbill to amend the National Dam
Safety Program Act to reauthorize that Act,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr.
HICKENLOOPER):

S. 4360. A bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Edward J. Dwight, Jr., the
first African American astronaut candidate
in the United States; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. MURPHY:

S. 4361. A bill making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses; read the first time.

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER:

S. 4362. A bill to increase parking opportu-
nities for persons recreating at Federal rec-
reational lands and waters, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. BROWN, Ms. BUTLER, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CASEY, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. KLoO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LUJAN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. REED, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHUMER,
Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 4363. A bill to secure the rights of public
employees to organize, act concertedly, and
bargain collectively, which safeguard the
public interest and promote the free and un-
obstructed flow of commerce, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. HAGERTY (for himself, Mr.
MARSHALL, Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Mr.
DAINES, Mr. CRUZ, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
and Mr. VANCE):

S. 4364. A bill to modify the Alternatives to
Detention program, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. MURKOWSKI:

S. 4365. A bill to provide public health vet-
erinary services to Indian Tribes and Tribal
organizations for rabies prevention, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Indian
Affairs.

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. KELLY, and Mr. LANKFORD):

S. 4366. A bill to enhance intelligence com-
munity acquisitions, and for other purposes;
to the Select Committee on Intelligence.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Ms.
LuMMIs, Mr. RICKETTS, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. DAINES, Mr. LEE, Mr. BARRASSO,
Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mrs. BRITT,
Mr. WICKER, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. MARSHALL, and Mr.
HOEVEN):

S.J. Res. 86. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations
for Interagency Cooperation’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mrs.
FISCHER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, and Mr. BRAUN):

S.J. Res. 87. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
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submitted by the Department of the Treas-
ury relating to ‘‘Clean Vehicle Credits Under
Sections 25E and 30D; Transfer of Credits;
Critical Minerals and Battery Components;
Foreign Entities of Concern’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. HOEVEN (for himself, Mr.
DAINES, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mrs. CAP-
1TO, Mr. BARRASSO, Ms. LuMMIS, Mr.
CRAMER, Mr. WICKER, Mr. LEE, Mr.
MULLIN, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH):

S.J. Res. 88. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Environmental Protection
Agency relating to ‘‘National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants:
Coal- and Oil-Fired Electric Utility Steam
Generating Units Review of the Residual
Risk and Technology Review’’; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. THUNE, Ms. ERNST, Ms.
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MORAN, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr.
ROUNDS):

S. Res. 694. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 2024 as ‘‘Renew-
able Fuels Month” to recognize the impor-
tant role that renewable fuels play in reduc-
ing carbon impacts, lowering fuel prices for
consumers, supporting rural communities,
and lessening reliance on foreign adver-
saries; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms.
ERNST):

S. Res. 695. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of May 2024 as ‘‘Motor-
cycle Safety Awareness Month’’; considered
and agreed to.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG):

S. Res. 696. A resolution honoring the life
and legacy of Carl Daniel Erskine; consid-
ered and agreed to.

By Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr.
LEE, Mr. CooONs, Mr. CRruUz, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. HAWLEY, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. PADILLA,
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr.
TILLIS, Mr. REED, Mrs. BLACKBURN,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr.
BROWN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CASEY, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. TESTER, Ms. MURKOWSKI,
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr.
WICKER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. RISCH, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. MORAN, Mr. KING, Mr.
B00ZMAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. HOEVEN,
Mr. PETERS, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. HAS-
SAN, Mr. PAUL, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
Mr. ScorT of South Carolina, Ms.
SINEMA, Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. ROSEN,
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr.
CASSIDY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. ROUNDS, Ms. ERNST, Mr. SUL-
LIVAN, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. BRAUN,
Mr. ScoTT of Florida, Ms. LUMMIS,
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. BUDD,
Mr. VANCE, Mr. SCHMITT, Mrs. BRITT,
Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CARDIN, and Mr.
WARNOCK):
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S. Res. 697. A resolution designating the
week of May 12 through May 18, 2024, as ‘‘Na-
tional Police Week’; considered and agreed
to.

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr.
KING, and Mr. CRAMER):

S. Res. 698. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of June 9, 2024, as ‘‘Vet-
erans Get Outside Day’; considered and
agreed to.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. CASSIDY,
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER,

Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Mr. CARPER, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRUZ, Mr.

RUBIO, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. MCCONNELL,
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BRAUN,
and Mrs. BLACKBURN):

S. Res. 699. A resolution congratulating the
students, parents, teachers, and leaders of
charter schools across the United States for
making ongoing contributions to education
and supporting the ideals and goals of the
256th Annual National Charter Schools Week,
to be held May 12 through May 18, 2024; con-
sidered and agreed to.

———————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 740
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
740, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reinstate criminal pen-
alties for persons charging veterans un-
authorized fees relating to claims for
benefits under the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 789
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the names of the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 789, a bill to
require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint a coin in recognition of the
100th anniversary of the United States
Foreign Service and its contribution to
United States diplomacy.
S. 1064
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1064, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to carry
out a national project to prevent and
cure Parkinson’s, to be known as the
National Parkinson’s Project, and for
other purposes.
S. 1110
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1110, a bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to rebase the cal-
culation of payments for sole commu-
nity hospitals and Medicare-dependent
hospitals, and for other purposes.
S. 1245
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
names of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) and the Senator from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 1245, a bill to
transfer unobligated balances made
available for COVID-19 emergency re-

S3755

sponse and relief to the Federal Com-
munications Commission to enable the
Commission to carry out the Secure
and Trusted Communications Net-
works Reimbursement Program.
S. 1673
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1673, a bill to amend title
XVIIT to protect patient access to
ground ambulance services under the
Medicare program.
S. 1742
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from California
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1742, a bill to modify the require-
ments applicable to locatable minerals
on public domain land, and for other
purposes.
S. 1833
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1833, a bill to prohibit the issuance of
an interim or final rule that amends,
updates, modifies, or replaces the
North Atlantic Right Whale vessel
strike reduction rule until mitigation
protocols are fully developed and de-
ployed.
S. 2119
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
2119, a bill to reauthorize the Fire-
fighter Cancer Registry Act of 2018.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. VANCE, the
names of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) and the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2374, a bill to exclude certain
individuals subject to certain deferred
action from eligibility for health plans
offered on the Exchanges, advance pay-
ments of the premium tax credit, cost-
sharing reductions, a Basic Health Pro-
gram, and for Medicaid and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Programs, and
for other purposes.
S. 2416
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2416, a bill to amend the Black
Lung Benefits Act to ease the benefits
process for survivors of miners whose
deaths were due to pneumoconiosis.
S. 2539
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2539, a bill to clarify
that, in awarding funding under title X
of the Public Health Service Act, the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices may not discriminate against eli-
gible States, individuals, or other enti-
ties for refusing to counsel or refer for
abortions.
S. 2647
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) and the Senator from
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Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added as
cosponsors of S. 2647, a bill to improve
research and data collection on still-
births, and for other purposes.
S. 3197
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Florida (Mr. SCOTT) were added as
cosponsors of S. 3197, a bill to establish
and authorize funding for an Iranian
Sanctions Enforcement Fund to en-
force United States sanctions with re-
spect to Iran and its proxies and pay
off the United States public debt and to
codify the Export Enforcement Coordi-
nation Center.
S. 3560
At the request of Mr. KING, the name
of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 3560,
a bill to amend title 38, United States
Code, to authorize pre-enrollment of
certain combat service members of the
Armed Forces in the system of annual
patient enrollment of the Department
of Veterans Affairs.
S. 3679
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
names of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from
New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3679, a bill to
reauthorize the Dr. Lorna Breen Health
Care Provider Protection Act, and for
other purposes.
S. 3775
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3775, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize the
BOLD Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s
Act, and for other purposes.
S. 3810
At the request of Mr. PETERS, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
3810, a bill to prohibit conflict of inter-
ests among consulting firms that si-
multaneously contract with the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of
China and the United States Govern-
ment, and for other purposes.
S. 3876
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3876, a bill to direct the Secretary of
State to establish a national registry
of Korean American divided families,
and for other purposes.
S. 3990
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 3990, a bill to provide subsidized
summer and year-round employment
for youth who face systemic barriers to
employment and viable career options
and to assist local community partner-
ships in improving high school gradua-
tion and youth employment rates, and
for other purposes.
S. 4127
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
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South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 4127, a bill to
provide for the consideration of a defi-
nition of antisemitism set forth by the
International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance for the enforcement of Federal
antidiscrimination laws concerning
education programs or activities, and
for other purposes.
S. 4128
At the request of Mr. TUBERVILLE,
the name of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 4128, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to submit to
Congress a report on abortions facili-
tated by the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 4225
At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4225, a bill to amend the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act to require any
individual who votes in a municipal
election of the District of Columbia to
be a United States citizen and to pro-
vide proof of citizenship.
S. 4240
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
4240, a bill to establish that an indi-
vidual who is convicted of any offense
under any Federal or State law related
to the individual’s conduct at and dur-
ing the course of a protest that occurs
at an institution of higher education
shall be ineligible for forgiveness, can-
cellation, waiver, or modification of
certain Federal student loans.
S. 4258
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 4258, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to punish criminal
offenses targeting law enforcement of-
ficers, and for other purposes.
S. 4296
At the request of Mrs. BRITT, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. THUNE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 4296, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to provide
more opportunities for mothers to suc-
ceed, and for other purposes.
S. 4317
At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
names of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
VANCE), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. ROSEN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 4317, a bill to appro-
priate funds for the Federal Commu-
nications Commission’s ‘‘rip and re-
place” program and Affordable
Connectivity Program, to improve the
Affordable Connectivity Program, to
require a spectrum auction, and for
other purposes.
S. 4321
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
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sponsor of S. 4321, a bill to amend title
5, United States Code, to prohibit the
payment of annuities and retired pay
to individuals convicted of certain sex
crimes.
S.J. RES. 78
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
names of the Senator from Indiana
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from
North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER) were added
as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 78, a joint
resolution providing for congressional
disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment relating to ‘“Fluid Mineral Leases
and Leasing Process’.
S.J. RES. 79
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name
of the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 79, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Department of Labor relating to
“Retirement Security Rule: Definition
of an Investment Advice Fiduciary’’.
S.J. RES. 80
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 80, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Regu-
lations Pertaining to Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants’’.
S.J. RES. 81
At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 81, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the National Marine Fisheries Service
relating to ‘‘Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Regulations
for Interagency Cooperation’.
S.J. RES. 83
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S.J. Res. 83, a joint resolution
providing for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms, and Explosives relating to ‘‘Defi-
nition of ’Engaged in the Business’ as a
Dealer in Firearms”’.
S.J. RES. 84
At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 84, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; List-
ing Endangered and Threatened Spe-
cies and Designating Critical Habitat’.
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S.J. RES. 85

At the request of Mr. RICKETTS, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of
S.J. Res. 85, a joint resolution pro-
viding for congressional disapproval
under chapter 8 of title 5, United
States Code, of the rule submitted by
the National Marine Fisheries Service
relating to ‘“‘Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Listing En-
dangered and Threatened Species and
Designating Critical Habitat”’.

S. RES. 689

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 689, a resolution supporting
the goals and ideals of National Hos-
pital Week, to be observed from May 12
through May 18, 2024.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 694—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 2024 AS
“RENEWABLE FUELS MONTH” TO
RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANT
ROLE THAT RENEWABLE FUELS
PLAY IN REDUCING CARBON IM-
PACTS, LOWERING FUEL PRICES
FOR CONSUMERS, SUPPORTING
RURAL COMMUNITIES, AND
LESSENING RELIANCE ON FOR-
EIGN ADVERSARIES

Mr. RICKETTS (for himself, Mr.
BrROWN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. THUNE, Ms. ERNST, Ms. KLoO-
BUCHAR, Mr. MORAN, Ms. SMITH, Mr.
GRASSLEY, Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr.
ROUNDS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources:

S. RES. 694

Whereas the United States is the largest
producer of biofuels in the world, which con-
tributes to the domestic economy, creates
jobs, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions;

Whereas ethanol is a renewable fuel made
of biomass from plant materials;

Whereas, in 2023, more than 72,463 jobs in
the United States were directly associated
with the ethanol industry, with an addi-
tional 322,000 indirect and induced jobs sup-
ported across all sectors of the economy;

Whereas the ethanol industry created
$32,500,000,000 in household income and con-
tributed more than $54,200,000,000 to the
gross domestic product of the United States;

Whereas ethanol and feed co-product pro-
duction provide a valuable market for United
States corn, as a typical dry mill ethanol
plant adds nearly $2 of additional value to
every bushel of corn processed;

Whereas ethanol use reduces greenhouse
gas emissions by between 44 and 52 percent
compared to gasoline, and, by displacing hy-
drocarbon substances like aromatics in gaso-
line, ethanol also helps reduce emissions of
air toxins, particulate matter, carbon mon-
oxide, nitrous oxides, and exhaust hydro-
carbons;

Whereas, in 2023, ethanol played a vital
role in bolstering the energy independence of
the United States by supplementing nearly
525,000,000 barrels of crude oil;

Whereas Y5 of every bushel processed by an
ethanol plant is used to make distillers
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grains, one of the most efficient animal feeds
available;

Whereas biodiesel is a drop-in replacement
for petroleum-based diesel fuel that is pro-
duced from renewable resources such as recy-
cled cooking o0il, soybean oil, distillers corn
oil, canola 0il, and animal fats;

Whereas renewable diesel is an advanced
biofuel, made from the same feedstocks as
biodiesel, that reduces greenhouse gas emis-
sions, while meeting the same standard spec-
ification for diesel fuels as petroleum-based
diesel;

Whereas producing a total of 6,000,000,000
gallons of biodiesel and renewable diesel
would support 187,000 full-time equivalent
jobs, with more than $8,800,000,000 in wages
and $61,600,000,000 in total economic impact;

Whereas biodiesel and renewable diesel can
be used in existing diesel engines without
modification and are available throughout
the United States;

Whereas advanced biofuels like biodiesel
and renewable diesel reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by at least 50 percent compared to
petroleum-based diesel;

Whereas biodiesel emits up to 80 percent
less particulate matter than petroleum-
based diesel, improving air quality and
health outcomes;

Whereas the production of biodiesel and re-
newable diesel adds to the total domestic
fuel supply, reducing the price of all diesel
fuel at the pump;

Whereas, without the renewable fuel stand-
ard helping to drive production of biodiesel
and renewable diesel, the value of soybeans
grown by farmers in the United States would
decrease by 8 percent;

Whereas sustainable aviation fuel is made
from renewable biomass and waste resources
and can deliver the performance of petro-
leum-based jet fuel; and

Whereas sustainable aviation fuel can be
blended with conventional jet fuel and the
use of sustainable or blended aviation fuel
requires no infrastructure or equipment
changes: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of May 2024 as
‘“‘Renewable Fuels Month”’; and

(2) recognizes—

(A) the important role renewable fuels play
in reducing the carbon impact of the United
States;

(B) the ability of renewable fuels to lower
fuel prices for consumers;

(C) the support to rural communities that
renewable fuel industries provide; and

(D) the opportunity that the production of
renewable fuels provides to lessen the reli-
ance of the United States on foreign adver-
saries.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 695—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF MAY 2024 AS
“MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARE-
NESS MONTH”

Mr. PETERS (for himself and Ms.
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 695

Whereas, according to the Motorcycle In-
dustry Council, motorcycling is a great tra-
dition enjoyed by an estimated 30,000,000 in-
dividuals annually in the United States, rep-
resenting approximately 9 percent of the
population;

Whereas motorcycles are a valuable com-
ponent of the transportation mix;

Whereas motorcycles are fuel-efficient and
decrease congestion while having little im-
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pact on the transportation infrastructure of
the United States;

Whereas the motorcycling community pro-
motes rider safety education, licensing, and
motorcycle awareness;

Whereas the motorcycling community is
committed to decreasing motorcycle crashes
through training and safety education, per-
sonal responsibility, and increased public
awareness;

Whereas, according to the Motorcycle In-
dustry Council, approximately 87 percent of
motorcycles are operated on highways in
conjunction with other vehicles;

Whereas motorcyclist fatalities occur
more frequently than passenger vehicle mo-
torist fatalities;

Whereas motorcycle awareness is bene-
ficial to all road users and will help decrease
motorcycle crashes; and

Whereas the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration promotes Motorcycle
Safety Awareness Month to encourage riders
to be properly licensed, receive training, and
wear personal protective equipment, and to
remind all riders and motorists to always
share the road: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the designation of May 2024 as
“Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month’’;

(2) recognizes the contribution of motor-
cycles to the transportation mix;

(3) encourages motorcycle awareness by all
road users;

(4) recognizes that motorcyclists have a
right to the road and that all motorists
should safely share the roadways;

(56) encourages rider safety education,
training, and proper gear for safe motorcycle
operation; and

(6) supports the goals of Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month.

————

SENATE RESOLUTION  696—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF CARL DANIEL ERSKINE

Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr.
YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed
to:

S. RES. 696

Whereas Carl Daniel Erskine was born on
December 13, 1926;

Whereas Mr. Erskine first showed signs of
athletic greatness at Anderson High School
in Anderson, Indiana, where he was a 4-year
letter winner in both baseball and basket-
ball;

Whereas Mr. Erskine continued his base-
ball career at Anderson College in Anderson,
Indiana, before signing with the Brooklyn
Dodgers in 1946;

Whereas Mr. Erskine joined the United
States Navy in 1945;

Whereas Mr. Erskine played his entire ca-
reer from 1948 to 1959 with the Brooklyn and
Los Angeles Dodgers, helping the franchise
win 5 National League pennants and the 1955
World Series;

Whereas, in 1953, Mr. Erskine won 20 games
and set a then-World Series record with 14
strikeouts in game 3 of the 1953 Fall Classic;

Whereas, in his career, Mr. Erskine pitched
2 no-hitter games (in 1952 and 1956) and was
selected as a National League All-Star in
1954;

Whereas Mr. Erskine pitched the first na-
tionally televised no-hitter game in 1956
against the Giants;

Whereas, after he retired from Major
League Baseball, Mr. Erskine became the
head coach at his alma mater, Anderson Uni-
versity, for over 12 seasons;

Whereas, while Mr. Erskine was the head
coach, the Anderson College baseball team
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won 4 Hoosier Conference championships and
reached the National Association of Inter-
collegiate Athletics (NAIA) World Series in
1965 after a season of 20 wins and 5 losses;

Whereas, in 1979, Mr. Erskine was inducted
into the inaugural class of the Indiana Base-
ball Hall of Fame;

Whereas Mr. Erskine also enjoyed a suc-
cessful corporate career as an executive and
board member of a bank and an advisor and
trustee for organizations such as the Special
Olympics, Babe Ruth Baseball, Anderson
College, and the Baseball Assistance Team
(BAT), a nonprofit organization that assists
former Major League Baseball, Minor League
Baseball, and Negro League Baseball players
with financial and medical difficulties;

Whereas Mr. Erskine conducted numerous
summer baseball camps and was an active
member of the First Baptist Church of An-
derson;

Whereas the Carl D. Erskine Rehabilita-
tion and Sports Medicine Center in Ander-
son, Indiana, was named in his honor and has
a statue of him at its facility;

Whereas, in the early 2000s, the Erskine
family sold 30 acres of land at a discounted
price for the construction of Anderson Com-
munity Schools;

Whereas Erskine Elementary School in An-
derson, Indiana, was named in honor of Mr.
Erskine and his family;

Whereas Mr. Erskine’s son Jimmy com-
peted in the Special Olympics for over 50
years, leading Mr. Erskine and his wife,
Betty, to become active volunteers with the
organization;

Whereas, to recognize Mr. Erskine’s leg-
acy, the Special Olympics of Indiana named
its planned giving society, which helps the
Special Olympics of Indiana expand its reach
and promote its vision of a more inclusive
world for people with intellectual disabil-
ities, “The Carl and Betty Erskine Society’’;

Whereas, after more than 4 decades as a
volunteer, Mr. Erskine was awarded the Spe-
cial Olympics’ highest honor, the Spirit of
the Special Olympics Award;

Whereas the Erskine Green Training Cen-
ter in Muncie, Indiana, is a postsecondary
vocational training program for those with
special needs, which was partially named in
his honor;

Whereas Mr. Erskine was a charter mem-
ber of both the Fellowship of Christian Ath-
letes and the Baseball Assistance Team;

Whereas Mr. Erskine was added to the Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes Hall of Cham-
pions in 2002;

Whereas, in 2010, Governor Mitch Daniels
presented Mr. Erskine with the Sachem
Award, the State of Indiana’s highest honor,
which recognizes a lifetime of excellence and
moral virtue that has brought credit and
honor to Indiana;

Whereas, in 2022, a documentary about his
life, ““The Best We Got: The Carl Erskine
Story’’, by Ted Green, was released;

Whereas, known as the ‘“‘Last of the Boys
of Summer’’, Mr. Erskine received the John
Jordan ‘‘Buck’ O’Neil Lifetime Achievement
Award from the National Baseball Hall of
Fame in 2023;

Whereas the Hall of Fame presents the
John Jordan ‘“‘Buck” O’Neil Lifetime
Achievement Award every 3 years to an indi-
vidual whose character, integrity, and dig-
nity has had a positive impact on society;
and

Whereas Carl Erskine passed away on April
16, 2024: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the life and legacy of Carl Daniel
Erskine, including the dedication of Mr. Er-
skine—

(A) in particular, to the game of baseball
and fans in the Hoosier State;
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(B) to his work on and off the field in the
State of Indiana; and

(C) to the various lives he improved
through his kindness and compassion in his
various philanthropic endeavors;

(2) recognizes the success of Mr. Erskine as
a source of continuing pride for the entire
State of Indiana;

(3) gives a heartfelt thank you to Mr. Er-
skine for all of the memories and will con-
tinue to remember his legacy; and

(4) respectfully requests that the Secretary
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of
this resolution to the family of Mr. Erskine.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 697—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF MAY 12
THROUGH MAY 18, 2024, AS ‘“NA-
TIONAL POLICE WEEK”

Mr. GRAHAM (for himself, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LEE,
Mr. CooNs, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
Mr. HAWLEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. COTTON,
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr.
OSSOorFF, Mr. TIiLLIS, Mr. REED, Mrs.
BLACKBURN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. McCON-
NELL, Mr. BROWN, Ms. COLLINS, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. TESTER, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. BENNET, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. WICKER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.
RISCH, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
KING, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. PETERS, Mr. RUBIO, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. HASSAN,
Mr. PAUL, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
ScoTT of South Carolina, Ms. SINEMA,
Mrs. FISCHER, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
LANKFORD, Mr. DAINES, Mr. ROUNDS,
Ms. ERNST, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. YOUNG,
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
ROMNEY, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, Ms. LuMMIS, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. MULLIN,
Mr. BUDD, Mr. VANCE, Mr. SCHMITT,
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. CARDIN,
and Mr. WARNOCK) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 697

Whereas Federal, State, local, and Tribal
police officers, sheriffs, and other law en-
forcement officers across the United States
serve with valor, dignity, and integrity;

Whereas each law enforcement officer is
charged with—

(1) pursuing justice for all individuals; and

(2) performing the duties of a law enforce-
ment officer with fidelity to the constitu-
tional and civil rights of the public the offi-
cer serves;

Whereas law enforcement officers swear an
oath to uphold the public trust even though,
through the performance of the duties of a
law enforcement officer, the officers may be-
come targets for senseless acts of violence;

Whereas, in 1962, President John Fitzgerald
Kennedy signed Public Law 87-726 (76 Stat.
676) (referred to in this preamble as the
‘“‘Joint Resolution’), which authorizes the
President to proclaim May 15 of every year
as ‘“‘Peace Officers Memorial Day’’ in honor
of the Federal, State, and local officers who
have been killed, disabled, or otherwise in-
jured in the line of duty;

Whereas the Joint Resolution also author-
izes the President to designate the week in
which Peace Officers Memorial Day falls as
‘““National Police Week’’;
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Whereas the National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial, dedicated on October 15,
1991, is the national monument to honor
those law enforcement officers who have died
in the line of duty;

Whereas Peace Officers Memorial Day 2024
honors the 227 law enforcement officers
killed in the line of duty during 2023, includ-
ing—

(1) Michael S. Abbate;

(2) Trevor A. Abney;

(3) William Anthony;

(4) Anthony B. Ashe;

(5) Kolby L. Baber;

(6) James R. Bailey;

(7) Gerald T. Barbato;

(8) Joseph L. Barlow;

(9) Chanda D. Barnes;

(10) Michael E. Barnes;

(11) Terrance N. Bateman;

(12) Patrick C. Bauer;

(13) Julian G. Becerra;

(14) Tucker C. Blakely;

(15) David W. Bosecker;

(16) Frederick C. Bowens;

(17) William P. Brautigam;

(18) Emily A. Breidenbach;

(19) Mark N. Bressack;

(20) Lawrence J. Bromm;

(21) Tyee M. Browne;

(22) Shawn A. Burnell;

(23) Robert M. Burney;

(24) Lorenzo Bustos;

(25) Darnell Calhoun;

(26) Eric Calleja;

(27) Pedro A. Candia;

(28) Scotty W. Canezaro;

(29) Joseph E. Carey;

(30) Steven A. Carnes;

(31) Gonzalo Carrasco Duenas;

(32) Richard Carrero Mendez;

(33) Robert C. Castioni;

(34) William J. Cherry;

(35) Robert D. Clark;

(36) Ryan M. Clinkunbroomer;

(37) Joshua L. Clouse;

(38) Anthony E. Cloyd;

(39) Thomas P. Compitello;

(40) Caleb K. Conley;

(41) David E. Cook;

(42) Donald E. Cossean;

(43) Timothy E. Coyne;

(44) Kevin M. Cram;

(45) Garrett C. Crumby;

(46) Christopher B. Cummings;

(47) Stephen A. Darby;

(48) Jeris D. Davis;

(49) William J. DeBlock;

(50) Francisco DeCastro;

(51) Rodrigo Delgado;

(62) Michael A. DeVecchis;

(63) Charles F. Dotson;

(54) John A. Durm;

(65) Jessica M. Ebbighausen;

(56) Angel F. Esquerete;

(57) Alberto E. Felix;

(68) Anthony D. Ferguson;

(59) Christopher D. Fitzgerald;

(60) George Flores;

(61) Clifford V. Fontaine;

(62) Pedro A. Foruria;

(63) Anthony J. Francone;

(64) 1.B. Fugate;

(65) Christopher J. Garrow;

(66) Robert C. Garten;

(67) Anthony J. Garvey;

(68) William J. Gawron;

(69) Francis A. Gaynor;

(70) Nicholas A. Georgeadis;

(71) James A. Geraghty;

(72) Stephen L. Gibson;

(73) Barry P. Giglio;

(74) Maureen Gill-Donohue;

(75) Todd C. Gillerlain;

(76) Steven P. Gitlin;

(77) Heather J. Glenn;

(78) Michael S. Godawa;

(79) Ivan Gonzalez;
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(80) Thomas J. Graham;
(81) Roland A. Gray;

(82) Almondo Greer-Travis;
(83) Mason E. Griffith;

(84) Timothy J. Guyer;

(85) Asson A. Hacker;

(86) Joshua I. Hamilton;
(87) Matthew L. Hare;

(88) Emil Harnischfeger;
(89) Brett M. Harris;

(90) Mark U. Heinl;

(91) Charles H. Herring;
(92) John J. Hess;

(93) Ronald E. Higgins;

(94) Patrick J. Hogan;

(95) Patrick J. Hogan;

(96) Nicholas Holovinsky;
(97) John G. Horan;

(98) Victor A. Hunter;

(99) Jeff D. Hust;

(100) Billy J. Ihrig;

(101) Jon A. Jenson;

(102) Peter E.C. Jerving;
(103) Joseph W. Johnson;
(104) Jason S. Jones;

(105) Russell Earl Lavarl Jones;
(106) Daniel A. Kammerzell;
(107) Michael J. Kearns;
(108) William J. Keating;
(109) Michael R. Keel;

(110) Shawn K. Kelly;

(111) William M. Kelly;
(112) Edward T. Kiluk;
(113) Carl D. Kimball;

(114) Robert J. Kirwan;
(115) Nevada Krinkee;

(116) Michael P. Kunovich;
(117) Lawrence W. Lakeman;
(118) Shannon E. Lang;
(119) Tuan Q. Le;

(120) David J. Lee;

(121) Kaitlin R. Leising;
(122) James M. Lett;

(123) Thomas M. Lilly;
(124) Scott G. Lovendahl;
(125) Gerald F. Liynch;
(126) Christopher J. Marcello;
(127) Paul S. Martin;

(128) James A. Mastricovo;
(129) Cory S. Maynard;
(130) Marylin A. Mayo;
(131) Scott C. McArdle;
(132) John F. McArdle;
(133) Jeremy D. McCain;
(134) John J. McCauley;
(135) James S. McCormick;
(136) Justin C. McIntire;
(137) Marc A. MclIntyre;
(138) Robert W. McKinney;
(139) Darrin C. McMichael;
(140) Kyle M. Melancon;
(141) Jared J. Miller;

(142) Matthew D. Mitchell;
(143) Jacqueline M. Montanaro;
(144) Gregorio Morales;
(145) Michael A. Moran;
(146) Steven C. Mosiello;
(147) Jovian J. Motley;
(148) Robert Mouradian;
(149) James M. Muhlbauer;
(150) Frank H. Murillo;
(151) Donald M. Neiswinger;
(152) Alberto Nieves;

(153) Philip D. Nix;

(154) Scott C. Norcutt;
(1565) Nicholas F'. Ortiz;
(156) Freddy Ortiz;

(157) Jonah Oswald;

(158) Joshua A. Owen;

(159) Vincent A. Parks;
(160) Anthony J. Pasquarello;
(161) Jorge 1. Pastore;

(162) Troy D. Patterson;
(163) Nicholas N. Pepper;
(164) Santos Perez;

(165) Aubrey H. Phillips;
(166) Delberth I. Phipps;
(167) Martin M. Podolski;
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(168) David J. Poirrier;

(169) Lawrence C. Prather;

(170) Aréanah M. Preston;

(171) Michael G. Prettitore;

(172) Jason S. Pulliam;

(173) Isam M. Qasem;

(174) Andrew L. Quinlan;

(175) Marcos Quinones;

(176) Frank D. Randall;

(177) John R. Randolph;

(178) Geoffrey B. Redd;

(179) Trinity L. Reinhart;

(180) Milton G. Resendez;

(181) Auston S. Reudelhuber;

(182) Anthony W. Rickerson;

(183) Scott D. Ritchey;

(184) Kimberly D. Roberts Sickafoose;

(185) Thomas F. Roche;

(186) Christopher P. Rock;

(187) Robert D. Rodgers;

(188) Kelly B. Rolando;

(189) Michael Romano;

(190) Jacques F. Rougeau;

(191) Brian G. Rousseau;

(192) Richard L. Ruiz;

(193) James M. Russ;

(194) John C. Ryan;

(195) Jacob E. Salrin;

(196) Janelle Sanders;

(197) Bill M. Sapolu;

(198) Hunter T. Scheel;

(199) Paul Schippereit;

(200) Karl J. Sederholt;

(201) Ralph E. Serrano;

(202) Robert J. Shisler;

(203) James M. Sides;

(204) Jordan Silver;

(205) Zachary Slavin;

(206) Sean L. Sluganski;

(207) Aaron N. Smith;

(208) Jack S. Stewart;

(209) Becky V. Strong;

(210) Chad E. Swanson;

(211) Carlos E.J. Taylor;

(212) Richard E. Tesauro;

(213) Paul J. Tracey;

(214) Phoukham Tran;

(215) Sammy J. Trujillo;

(216) Horren R. Tyler;

(217) Timothy J. Unwin;

(218) Victor Vargas;

(219) Andres M. Vasquez Lasso;

(220) Mark C. Wagner;

(221) John J. Walker;

(222) Jake R. Wallin;

(223) James L. Ward;

(224) Richard Weber;

(225) Clarence L. Williams;

(226) Michael C. Wood, Jr.; and

(227) Marcus L Zeigler; and

Whereas, according to the Law Enforce-
ment Officers Killed and Assaulted Program
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (also
known as the “LEOKA Program’’), since the
beginning of 2024, 45 law enforcement officers
were reported to have been Kkilled in the line
of duty: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates the week of May 12 through
May 18, 2024, as ‘‘National Police Week’’;

(2) expresses unwavering support for law
enforcement officers across the United
States in the pursuit of preserving safe and
secure communities;

(3) recognizes the need to ensure that law
enforcement officers have the equipment,
training, and resources that are necessary in
order to protect the health and safety of the
officers while the officers protect the public;

(4) acknowledges that police officers and
other law enforcement personnel, especially
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice,
should be remembered and honored;

(b) expresses condolences and solemn ap-
preciation to the loved ones of each law en-
forcement officer who has made the ultimate
sacrifice in the line of duty; and

(6) encourages the people of the United
States to observe National Police Week by
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honoring law enforcement personnel and pro-
moting awareness of the essential mission
that law enforcement personnel undertake in
service to their communities and the United
States.

SENATE RESOLUTION 698—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE
DESIGNATION OF JUNE 9, 2024,
AS “VETERANS GET OUTSIDE
DAY”

Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mr. KING,
and Mr. CRAMER) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to:

S. RES. 698

Whereas, between 2000 and 2023, the Sec-
retary of Defense found that more than
460,000 members of the Armed Forces were
diagnosed with traumatic brain injuries;

Whereas studies have found that, after dec-
ades of combat in Afghanistan and Iraq, 20
percent of veterans suffer from post-trau-
matic stress and depression;

Whereas the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
found that veterans suffer a disproportion-
ately higher rate of suicide compared to non-
veterans, and post-traumatic stress, trau-
matic brain injury, depression, and anxiety
are root causes of the suicide epidemic in the
veteran community, with an estimated 17.5
suicides per day in 2021;

Whereas, despite a strong effort by Con-
gress and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to reduce veterans suicides, there are still
gaps in mental health care for veterans, and
the United States needs to use every treat-
ment available to support the veteran com-
munity;

Whereas studies have shown that exposure
to nature and the outdoors has a positive
therapeutic impact on mental health, includ-
ing by resulting in lower risks of depression
and improved focus and attention, and even
a single day outside can improve an individ-
ual’s overall mood and lessen feelings of iso-
lation;

Whereas studies have found that individ-
uals with increased access to green space
have a lower suicide risk;

Whereas the Forest Service sponsors a Na-
tional Get Outdoors Day on the second Sat-
urday in June to promote the health benefits
of outdoor recreational activities;

Whereas the National Park Service spon-
sors a National Get Outdoors Month in June
to promote the health benefits of outdoor
recreational activities;

Whereas the United States has recognized
the need to connect veterans with nature by
providing free admission to national parks
and forests; and

Whereas a targeted outreach effort, such as
Veterans Get Outside Day, to veterans living
with post-traumatic stress, traumatic brain
injury, depression, and anxiety may lead to
further participation in outside events and
improved mental health outcomes: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) expresses support for the designation of
“Veterans Get Outside Day’ on June 9, 2024;
and

(2) encourages the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, the Chief of the Forest Service, and
the Director of the National Park Service to
coordinate and cooperate in promoting ‘“Vet-
erans Get Outside Day” with National Get
Outdoors Day and Get Outdoors Month of
June 2024.
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SENATE RESOLUTION  699—CON-
GRATULATING THE STUDENTS,
PARENTS, TEACHERS, AND

LEADERS OF CHARTER SCHOOLS
ACROSS THE UNITED STATES
FOR MAKING ONGOING CON-
TRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION AND
SUPPORTING THE IDEALS AND
GOALS OF THE 25TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK, TO BE HELD MAY 12
THROUGH MAY 18, 2024

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. BENNET, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr.
JOHNSON, Mr. RIscH, Mr. CRAPO, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr.
HAGERTY, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TUBERVILLE,
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CRAMER,
Mr. CrRUZ, Mr. RUBIO, Ms. HASSAN, Mr.
MCcCONNELL, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. BRAUN, and Mrs. BLACKBURN) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which
was considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 699

Whereas charter schools are public schools
that do not charge tuition and enroll any
student who wants to attend, often through
a random lottery when the demand for en-
rollment is outmatched by the supply of
available charter school seats;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools deliver a high-quality public edu-
cation and challenge all students to reach
their potential for academic success;

Whereas high-quality public charter
schools promote innovation and excellence
in public education;

Whereas public charter schools throughout
the United States provide millions of fami-
lies with diverse and innovative educational
options for the children of those families;

Whereas high-performing public charter
schools and charter management organiza-
tions are increasing student achievement
and attendance rates at institutions of high-
er education;

Whereas public charter schools are author-
ized by a designated entity and—

(1) respond to the needs of communities,
families, and students in the United States;
and

(2) promote the principles of quality, ac-
countability, choice, high-performance, and
innovation;

Whereas, in exchange for flexibility and
autonomy, public charter schools are held
accountable by the authorizers of the public
charter schools for improving student
achievement and for sound financial and
operational management;

Whereas public charter schools are re-
quired to meet the student achievement ac-
countability requirements under the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) in the same man-
ner as traditional public schools;

Whereas public charter schools often set
high expectations for students to ensure that
the public charter schools are of high quality
and truly accountable to the public;

Whereas 45 States, the District of Colum-
bia, Guam, and Puerto Rico have public
charter schools;

Whereas, as of the 2021 to 2022 school year,
approximately 8,000 public charter schools
served approximately 3,700,000 children in
the United States;

Whereas enrollment in public charter
schools grew from 660,000 students in 2002, to
3,700,000 students in 2021, a more than five-
fold increase in 20 years;

Whereas in the United States—

(1) in 270 school districts, more than 10 per-
cent of public school students are enrolled in
public charter schools; and
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(2) in at least 26 school districts, at least 30
percent of public school students are en-
rolled in public charter schools;

Whereas high-quality public charter
schools improve the achievement of students
enrolled in the charter schools and collabo-
rate with traditional public schools to im-
prove public education for all students;

Whereas public charter schools—

(1) give parents the freedom to choose pub-
lic schools;

(2) routinely measure parental satisfaction
levels; and

(3) must prove the ongoing success of the
charter schools to parents, policymakers,
and the communities served by the charter
schools or risk closure;

Whereas a 2023 report from the Center for
Research on Education Outcomes at Stan-
ford University found significant improve-
ments for students from low-income back-
grounds in public charter schools, and when
compared to peers in traditional public
schools, each year, those students completed
the equivalent of 16 more days of learning in
reading and 6 more days of learning in math;
and

Whereas the 25th Annual National Charter
Schools Week is scheduled to be celebrated
the week of May 12 through May 18, 2024:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) congratulates the students, families,
teachers, leaders, and staff of public charter
schools across the United States for—

(A) making ongoing contributions to pub-
lic education;

(B) making impressive strides in closing
the academic achievement gap in schools in
the United States, particularly in schools
with some of the most disadvantaged stu-
dents in both rural and urban communities;
and

(C) improving and strengthening the public
school system throughout the United States;

(2) supports the ideals and goals of the 25th
Annual National Charter Schools Week, a
week-long celebration to be held May 12
through May 18, 2024, in communities
throughout the United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to hold appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities during National Char-
ter Schools Week to demonstrate support for
high-quality public charter schools.

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHATZ. Madam President, I
have seven requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet in open and closed
session during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 9:15
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.
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COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 10 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May
16, 2024, at 10:30 a.m., to conduct a
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, May 16, 2024, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 16,
2024, at 10 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. YOUNG. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that DeMark
Schulze, a State Department Pearson
fellow from my office and a 2005 grad-
uate of the University of Notre Dame,
be granted floor privileges until August
3, 2024.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 4361

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I under-
stand there is a bill at the desk, and I
ask for its first reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bill by title for the
first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 4361) making emergency supple-
mental appropriations for border security
and combatting fentanyl for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses.

Mr. SCHATZ. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the bill
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

The bill will be read for the second
time on the next legislative day.

—

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the en bloc consideration of
the following Senate resolutions: S.
Res. 695, S. Res. 696, S. Res. 697, S. Res.
698, and S. Res. 699.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to,
the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

————————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY, MAY 20,
2024

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it
stand adjourned until 3 p.m., Monday,
May 20; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, the time for the two
leaders be reserved for their use later
in the day, and morning business be
closed; that upon the conclusion of
morning business, the Senate proceed
to executive session to resume consid-
eration of the Lanham nomination;
further, that if any nominations are
confirmed during Monday’s session, the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s actions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. SCHATZ. If there is no further
business to come before the Senate, I
ask that it stand adjourned under the
previous order following the remarks of
Senator LANKFORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Oklahoma.

———

BORDER ACT

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, can I
just recap for this body. Starting in
last October, a group of us sat down to
have a serious conversation about the
border.

We had a Democrat Senator from
Connecticut, CHRIS MURPHY; we had an
Independent Senator, KYRSTEN SINEMA,
from Arizona; and a conservative Sen-
ator from Oklahoma.

We all understood the problem is se-
rious, and there are very real threats
to our national security, our economy.
It was spiraling out of control on the
border.

October was the highest month ever
in the history of our country. Novem-
ber was the highest number ever in the
history of our country. December was
the highest number ever in the history
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of our country, with the largest day of
illegal crossings in the history of our
country, in December, of 12,000 people
in a single day. Things were spiraling
out of control at the border, and they
continued.

So we sat down in a serious conversa-
tion and said we had differences of how
to be able to resolve this, but we all
want to be able to fix this. So we spent
months trying to be able to hammer
out a resolution.

It was a serious dialogue that we
hoped to be able to get to a conclusion,
but we failed to do that. We created a
bill that, I felt like, was a great bill
with common ground in it. It didn’t
have everything that I wanted in it,
but it did have the essentials in it to be
able to change the way we do asylum,
to be able to change the processing. It
literally took it from the very first
person that crossed the border each
day would be detained, quickly
screened, and then deported—the very
first person.

If we had a caravan of up to 5,000 peo-
ple across the day, we can’t control
that; so in that situation, instead of
detaining, quickly screening, and de-
porting, we would just detain and de-
port, because there was no time to do
the screening. We weren’t going to re-
lease people in; we were going to turn
people around.

It changed the structure dramati-
cally from what was happening on the
border. I felt like this was a good bill
to be able to move forward, and I
moved in good faith to be able to get
that done.

But it is also well-known here that I
had disagreements, some within my
own party—the majority within my
own party—that said this is not the
time to be able to resolve this. It is
what it is.

It is the political nature of what is
going on right now. I understand that.
But the problem is still unresolved.

Yesterday, we had 5,500 people that
illegally crossed the border yesterday—
yesterday.

Last month, we had 174,000 people
that illegally crossed our border last
month. That would have been the high-
est month ever—in fact, it would have
been the highest month in the past 20
years if it wasn’t for the last 3 years
under the Biden administration. It
would have been higher than any
month under President Obama, under
President Bush, under President
Trump. It would have been higher than
any of those months, but it doesn’t
beat even the records that were even
set in the previous months before
under the Biden administration be-
cause of their dramatic change in pol-
icy.

That 1.5 million people now illegally
cross the border this fiscal year—1.5
million people. And they continue to be
able to come across our border with al-
most no restraint.

I have said for a long time, this is a
serious issue that we need to address.
My own party has said this was not the
time to be able to do that.
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Now I am hearing rumors that next
week, the folks I was sitting down with
to be able to have serious dialogue to
fix it may bring bills back up again and
to say: Let’s do a political thing on the
other side of the aisle.

Listen, if we are going to solve the
border issues, it is not going to be by
doing competing messaging bills. If we
are going to solve this, let’s sit down
like adults and let’s figure out how we
are going to actually resolve this to-
gether.

If there is a messaging bill that
comes back—even the bill that I helped
negotiate—next week just to bring it
up again to try to be able to poke Re-
publicans in the eye for some sort of
messaging piece, why are we doing
this? All the American people see it.

Everybody sees this is political, but
everyone in the country also sees: Why
don’t you guys and ladies fix this in-
stead? Why don’t you actually resolve
it?

There are a couple of quotes that
have come out lately. My Democratic
colleagues have put out a memo, and
this was the memo, saying:

ToM Suo0zzI flipped the script on his Repub-
lican opponent, successfully painting her as
unserious about border security because of
her opposition to the bipartisan border bill,
and turned what could have been a dev-
astating political liability into an advan-
tage. Democrats should learn a lesson from
NY-03. Quite simply, we risk losing the 2024
election if we do not seize this opportunity
to go on offense on the issue of the border
and turn the tables on Republicans on a key
fall voting issue.

Senator SCHUMER put out a state-
ment or he made this statement say-
ing:

It’s a win if Republicans abandon us at the
last minute, because if Democrats could put
together a tough, bipartisan border bill on
border, it would not take border away as an
issue for the Republicans, but it would at
least give us a 50-50 chance to combat it.

Listen, I understand the politics of
the moment. I do. We are in a Presi-
dential election year. Everybody in
America is watching what is happening
on the border and saying something
needs to be fixed. And it is easy for Re-
publicans to look at the White House
and to say there are 94 executive orders
that the White House has proactively
done that changed how the border was
enforced under President Trump and
under President Obama. OK? A high
number—a high number—under Presi-
dent Obama was 2,000 people in a day.
Yesterday, we had 5,500 people.

If President Biden would just enforce
the border the same way President
Obama did, much less the same way
President Trump did, the border would
be very different. Everybody sees that.

Everybody also sees that we need a
change in the way we do asylum policy.
That is a change that has to be done in
Congress. That is a vote that we would
have to be able to take.

So instead of us pointing at each
other and doing political stunts, let’s
solve this. Let’s actually sit down and
figure out how we are going to resolve
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it. We can’t do everything. The bill
that I worked with Senator MURPHY
and Senator SINEMA on, we are not
going to be able to pass. So let’s find
the sections on it that we can pass.

The worst case scenario is doing
nothing. That is what we are currently
doing.

Now, the House of Representatives
passed a bill yesterday saying that if
someone who is not legally present
here in the country attacks a law en-
forcement officer, whether that is
State, local, county, Federal, Tribal, or
whoever it may be, if they attack a law
enforcement officer, they are going to
be deported.

Well, it bipartisan passed over in the
House yesterday. Is that coming here
to the Senate? Probably not. It prob-
ably won’t be taken up. But in a bipar-
tisan way, it passed the House yester-
day.

We have had two different votes of
the House bill that passed called H.R. 2
that was a very comprehensive bill
dealing with all areas of border secu-
rity. It passed the House. It came to
the Senate. It has had two votes, and it
has failed both times. So Republicans
can now say: Democrats didn’t take
our bill.

And Democrats, it looks like, are
going to bring things up and say: Well,
Republicans wouldn’t take the bipar-
tisan bill.

And we would point at each other,
and we are still in the same spot.

Listen, the American people expect
us to actually solve this, not just do
politics on it.

So here is my counsel: Stop doing all
the political games. Let’s stop bringing
up the messaging bills. This is a na-
tional emergency.

Of the 5,500 people who crossed the
border yesterday illegally—I haven’t
seen the number yet, but I would tell
you, in all likelihood, if it is tracking
similar to other days—several dozen of
those folks were designated by the De-
partment of Homeland Security—this
Department of Homeland Security—as
special interest aliens; that is, they are
coming from areas of known terrorism.
They were designated at the border as
a potential national security risk, and
then they were released into the coun-
try awaiting a hearing. And by this
afternoon, we will have no idea where
they are. That happens every day now,
because there is a large percentage of
the people who are crossing the border
every day now who are not from the
Western Hemisphere.
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They are from West Africa. They are
from all the ‘‘stan’ countries. They are
from Pakistan. They are from India.
They are from China. They are from
Russia. They are from areas where we
know there are active terrorist cells,
but we just don’t know this person.
They are not on our list. But we do
know that clan that they are from and
that there are people from that clan in
their particular tribe or their par-
ticular location that have been an
issue. But because we don’t have derog-
atory information, they are being re-
leased every day.

This has been the bell I have been
ringing for months now. The immigra-
tion issue is not the same as what it
was 2 years ago. There has been a huge
shift in who is crossing the border, and
we are not taking this seriously. This
is a national security risk, and we need
to be attentive to who is crossing our
border every single day and take that
seriously.

This body knows full well I am not
anti-immigration. We are a nation that
has welcomed people in from all over
the world, and we should continue to
do that. We have a million people a
year who legally become citizens of our
country. But in the last 6 months, we
have had 1% million people illegally—
illegally—cross into our country.

That million that came in that be-
came citizens of our country, they were
vetted. They went through the process.
They are being welcomed and inte-
grated.

That million and a half other folks
who crossed illegally, we have no idea.
Some are coming to join family. Some
are coming to be able to find a job. But
some are, no doubt, also coming for ne-
farious purposes, and we can’t tell the
difference.

So my counsel to us is: Let’s take
this as serious as it actually is. Press
conferences take one person; passing
law takes 60. That means we have to sit
down together to be able to talk this
through. We have to be able to figure
out how we are going to actually get
something done and at least make
some progress.

What is DHS currently doing? Well,
DHS has just announced they are doing
a rebranding of Homeland Security In-
vestigations, or HSI. They are HSI-
ICE. Well, they are going to rebrand
them and take away the “ICE” des-
ignation. So we are going to have a
new logo and a new something else, and
we are expecting a whole new listing of
what they are actually going to do.
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At the same time, they are saying:
We don’t have enough money to be able
to get more Border Patrol, to be able
to detain more people, to be able to de-
port more people. We are spending mil-
lions of dollars. We haven’t seen the
amount yet, but we are spending mil-
lions of dollars on rebranding HSI.

We should take this moment as seri-
ous as it actually is. In the past 3
years, the price of groceries has gone
up 20 percent. The price of gasoline has
gone up 55 percent. But the price of
fentanyl has gone down on the streets.
We should take this moment as serious
as it is.

We have more drugs coming across
our border, based on the porous nature
of what is going on. Where migrants
will come in, Border Patrol will engage
with them for humanitarian purposes,
and then the cartels will smuggle drugs
2 miles upriver or through the desert
when they know that no one is watch-
ing that area. So we have a dramatic
increase in fentanyl coming into our
country, directly connected to 5,500
people who illegally crossed yesterday,
and 174,000 people last month, and 1.5
million in the last 6 months.

What are we going to do about that?
I hope not just talk about it. I hope not
just do political messaging. I hope not
just saying: We will bring up this bill
to fail, that we all know is going to
fail.

I hope it is actually to sit down to-
gether and say: Let’s do the work to
actually resolve this issue.

That is what people sent us to do.

I fully understand it is hard. I have
personally experienced it. But we were
sent here to do hard things. So we
should probably start doing them.
Let’s get this solved.

I yield the floor.

————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
MAY 20, 2024, AT 3 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
adjourned until 3 p.m. on Monday.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:51 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, May 20, 2024,
at 3 p.m.

————

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate May 16, 2024:
THE JUDICIARY

CAMELA C. THEELER, OF SOUTH DAKOTA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF
SOUTH DAKOTA.
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RECOGNIZING BRETT MERLINA

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Emergency Medical Technician
Brett Medina, of Pasco County MedFleet.
Technician Merlina exemplifies the epitome of
dedication and compassion. With unwavering
commitment, Technician Merlina has consist-
ently gone above and beyond the call of duty,
showcasing exceptional skill and poise in the
face of adversity. Whether responding to
emergency calls or routine transports, Techni-
cian Merlina’s professionalism and excellent
patient care have undoubtedly made a pro-
found impression on his patients and those he
works with. His tireless efforts extend beyond
his normal duties in the field, as he actively
steps up as a field training officer, striving to
empower new hires in our organization with
his skills and knowledge. Technician Merlina
looks to continue to move up in his profession
and is starting Paramedic School this spring
with aspirations to become a critical care
Paramedic within his organization. His leader-
ship and mentorship serves as an inspiration
to his peers and aspiring first responders
alike.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Technician Merlina exhibits
every day when he goes to work. He is a shin-
ing example of what it means to be a First Re-
sponder. His work ethic should be a bench-
mark for which other first responders should
strive to attain. It is evident that Technician
Merlina has made a profoundly positive impact
on our community and is qualified to be recog-
nized as a First Responder of the Year for
Florida’s 12th Congressional District.

HONORING JOHN J. CONNERS, JR.

HON. BRANDON WILLIAMS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr. Speaker, it
is my honor today to recognize Army veteran,
John J. Conners, Jr., for his many years of
service to our country and community.

John J. Conners, Jr. was drafted into the
United States Army on August 11, 1970. He
received basic training at Fort Dix, New Jersey
followed by Advanced Individual Training for
Infantry at Fort Ord in California. John was
sent to Vietham where he served from Janu-
ary 10, 1971, until October 1971 with the
American Division (23rd Infantry), and with the
11th and 198th Infantry Brigades in Chu Lai in
the Central Highlands. On June 15, 1971,
John was wounded in action and received the
Purple Heart. In addition, John received the

National Defense Medal, the Vietnam Defense
Medal, the Vietnam Campaign Medal with De-
vice, the Bronze Star, and the Combat Infantry
Badge. After Vietham, he was stationed at
Fort Carson Colorado and was discharged on
February 14, 1972, with the rank of SP4.

After discharge, John married Mary Lou and
together they raised three beautiful children:
Kelly, Sean, and Shannon. They have 4
grandchildren.

John is a life member of VFW Post 2246
and served on the E-Board. He is also a life
member and the current 1st Vice Commander
of Henry Post 24 American Legion where he
served four terms as Commander and also
held the positions of Chaplain, Color Guard,
and E-Board member. He has been a mem-
ber of the Rome Veterans Council and is a life
member of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart and Disabled American Veterans.

On behalf of New York’s 22nd District, | am
pleased to recognize the service and accom-
plishments of John J. Conners, Jr., and thank
him for his courage and dedication.

—————

HONORING MAGNOLIA ANUAL
FORDE AS A DISTINGUISHED
LEADER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA
FOR ASIAN AMERICAN AND NA-
TIVE HAWAITAN/PACIFIC IS-
LANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Magnolia Anual
Forde was born on December 28, 1964, in
Bacolod City, Negros Occidental, Philippines,
and is the daughter of Remy and Thelma
Anual. She graduated from West Negros Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Arts in English.

On August 25, 1988, at the age of 23, Mag-
nolia immigrated to the United States with the
help of an American veteran couple from Flor-
ida whom she was a caretaker for. They sent
her to nursing school and helped with her
room and board. During her free time, she
used to volunteer in the school’s cafeteria dur-
ing lunchtime. She also was a volunteer serv-
er for the South Venice Firefighter Spaghetti
Dinner, which raised funds for the local fire
department.

In 1990, Magnolia met her husband and has
been married to him for 33 years and count-
ing. She is a member of the Central Florida
Filipino Helping Hands Association, a commu-
nity organization that helps Filipino families in
the Central Florida area get back on their feet
when facing hardship. In her free time, Mag-
nolia volunteers at the Osceola Council on
Aging. She also volunteers at Commissioner
Viviana Janers food distribution events
throughout the year. Currently, she is working
at the VA Hospital in Lake Nona as a mid-in-
stitute instrument tech, preparing veterans for
cardiovascular evaluation. In her role, Mag-
nolia has received numerous outstanding per-

formance evaluations and accolades for her
care of veterans. She is very proud to serve
those who served and advocates for timely
care.

Magnolia remains a proud resident of Osce-
ola County and overall enjoys her time assist-
ing her community and partaking in various
festivals and activities around the area.

RECOGNIZING JARED BUNCH
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jared Bunch for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Jared has overcome many challenges along
his journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Jared,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Jared’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Ralston Val-
ley High School and is clearly just the begin-
ning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Jared Bunch
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth Award.

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JOHN J. CONYERS, JR. BY
COMMENDING HIS ACHIEVE-
MENTS ON HIS 95TH BIRTHDAY

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and achievements of John
James Conyers Jr., my friend, civil rights ad-
vocate, esteemed representative from Detroit,
Michigan, and former Chair of the House Judi-
ciary Committee.

Today, May 16, 2024, marks his 95th Birth-
day.

Congressman Conyers served 52 years as
a U.S. Representative from three different dis-
tricts in Detroit, Michigan from 1965 to 2017.

He was one of the longest serving members
of the United States Congress and the longest
serving African-American Member of Con-
gress.

Mr. Conyers won his first election to Con-
gress with 108 votes more than his opponent.

Following that election, he won reelections
with 80 percent of the vote for the rest of the
time he served as an elected member of the
U.S. House of Representatives.

During his earlier years, education was the
road to success.

After graduating from Northwestern High
School, Mr. Conyers served in the Michigan

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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National Guard from 1948 to 1950; the U.S.
Army from 1950 to 1954; and the U.S. Army
Reserves from 1954 to 1957.

He served during the Korean War as an offi-
cer in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and
was awarded combat and merit citations.

After discharge from the military, he earned
both his B.A (1957) and Law Degree (1958)
from Wayne State University.

Once admitted to the bar, he was an aide
to Congressman John Dingell.

He also served as counsel to several De-
troit-area labor union locals, and was a referee
for Michigan’s workmen’s compensation de-
partment (1961-1963);

John Conyers was one of 13 U.S. Rep-
resentatives who cofounded the Congressional
Black Caucus in 1969 and helped create the
CBC Foundation.

During his time in the House of Representa-
tives he sat on the House Committee on the
Judiciary where he rose in seniority to become
the Ranking Democratic member from 1995 to
2007 and again from 2011 to 2017.

Mr. Conyers became Chairman of the Judi-
ciary Committee from 2007 to 2011; and
served as chairman of the House Oversight
Committee from 1989 to 1995.

He was the longest-serving member of Con-
gress, and in that capacity, he was the Dean
of the House of Representatives from 2015 to
2017.

His longstanding credentials were sharp-
ened by his work to establish equity and fair-
ness for all.

In March 2016, Mr. Conyers and Represent-
ative HANK JOHNSON introduced legislation to
protect consumers’ access to civil courts enti-
tled the “Restoring Statutory Rights Acts”.

Mr. Conyers was a sponsor of the United
States National Health Care Act (Expanded
and Improved Medicare for All Act), a bill he
reintroduced each session until his retirement
from the House.

Another prominent bill Mr. Conyers spon-
sored was the “Commission to Study Repara-
tion Proposals for African Americans Act’ in
January 1989.

He also re-introduced this bill each congres-
sional term in which he served.

H.R. 40 calls for establishing a commission
to research the history of slavery in the United
States and its effects on current society with
recommended ways to remedy this injustice.
Since 1997, the bill has been designated
“H.R. 40”.

Upon leaving the House, he passed the re-
sponsibility for H.R. 40 to me.

| introduced H.R. 40 in the 117th and each
Congress thereafter.

My bill does four things: It acknowledges the
fundamental injustice and inhumanity of slav-
ery; It establishes a commission to study slav-
ery, its subsequent racial and economic dis-
crimination against freed slaves; It studies the
impact of those forces on today’s living African
Americans; and the commission would then
make recommendations to Congress on ap-
propriate remedies to redress the harm in-
flicted on living African Americans.”

John Conyers as a former “Dean’ of the
Congressional Black Caucus, also joined the
American Sikh Congressional Caucus; Con-
gressional Progressive Caucus; United States
Congressional International Conservation Cau-
cus; Out of Afghanistan Caucus (Co-chair);
Congressional Full Employment Caucus; Con-
gressional Arts Caucus; Afterschool Cau-
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cuses; and the Congressional NextGen 9—1-1
Caucus.

John Conyers was a dedicated public serv-
ant who worked for the good of his constitu-
ents and the Nation.

| offer thanks to him and his family for the
legacy he has left for those who continue to
serve in the U.S. House of Representatives.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, unfortunately,
the chair closed the tally as | was attempting
to vote on Roll Call No. 217. | would have
voted NAY on H.R. 8369, to preserve Presi-
dent Biden’s ability to carry out decisions for
our national security. The bill condemns Presi-
dent Biden for his policy adjustment on arms
sales to Israel and would prevent both the Ad-
ministration and Congress from slowing weap-
ons transfers in light of credible evidence of
human rights violations.

———

RECOGNIZING ERIK ORTIZ

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Firefighter/Paramedic Erik Ortiz,
of the Brooksville Fire Department. Firefighter/
Paramedic Ortiz has worked for the City since
November 2021. From day one, he has left an
impression on those he works alongside, as
this young man carries himself in a profes-
sional manner, is always upbeat, positive, and
does not complain about anything. He is a
member of the Local 4661, serves as Coordi-
nator for our Community Outreach CPR Pro-
gram, coordinates Supply/Restock for the de-
partment, and organizes the city’s Fire Depart-
ment Merchandise Program. While he still rel-
atively young in his career, Firefighter/Para-
medic Ortiz seems wise beyond his years and
operates in a manner that brings great credit
to himself, his family, the City, and the citizens
he serves.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Firefighter/Paramedic Ortiz
exhibits every day when he goes to work. He
is a shining example of what it means to be
a Brooksville First Responder. His work ethic
should be a benchmark for which other first
responders should strive to attain. It is evident
that Firefighter/Paramedic Ortiz has made a
profoundly positive impact on our community
and is qualified to be recognized as a First
Responder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District.

May 16, 2024

HONORING PRAYONG DEEYING AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Prayong Deeying
was born in Surin, Thailand. He received a full
scholarship, “Krome Pra-ya Dhumrong,” from
the Thai Royal Family to study fine arts at
Silpa Korn University in Bangkok, Thailand.

After receiving his BFA in sculpting, he was
employed by the United States Army as an art
instructor and did freelance work as well.
Prayong is recognized as an accomplished
artist in Thailand. He was honored by having
four life-sized sculptures placed on permanent
exhibition in the Ancient City Park in Bang
Poo.

Prayong moved to the U.S. in 1974 and re-
ceived a master's in painting from North-
western State University in Natchitoches, Lou-
isiana. After graduating, he taught art for 10
years at St. Mary’'s High School in
Natchitoches. He received numerous juried art
show awards. In 1985, he was one of 17 art-
ists selected for Louisiana Limited Edition 1, a
publication from a non-profit organization sup-
porting the arts in Louisiana.

In 1987, he relocated to Orlando, Florida,
where he worked as a preparatory artist and
senior preparatory artist at Walt Disney World.
As a cast member, he was an active
VoluntEAR.

Once in Florida, he became close to the
Thai community through his association with
Wat Florida Dhammaram in Kissimmee. He
has honored his parents’ tradition of commu-
nity service, as his parents and aunt and uncle
donated the land to build the primary school
and a Temple in their hometown of Surin by
assisting in organizing ceremonies, fund-
raising, and supporting his fellow congregates.

In 1994, Phra Tepvaraporn, the founder of
Wat Florida Dhammaram, and Phra
Wijitdhammapani, the abbott of the Temple,
honored him by requesting he act as president
of the congregation, a role he continues to fill
today.

From 2000 to 2003, he voluntarily sculpted,
cast, and installed two 16-foot Giant Guards to
grace the exterior of the Temple, sharing tradi-
tional Thai art with the community.

In 2014, he was recruited by the Asian-
American Heritage Council to represent the
Central Florida Thai community. He served a
term as chair of that organization and con-
tinues to support the council by assuring Thai
representation continues.

Since retiring from this role in 2007, he has
continued his support of the Temple and the
Asian-American community, as well as patrtici-
pating in several “Walks for Peace”—an event
organized by Buddhist monks across the U.S.
in which groups walk from Key West, Florida
to Niagara Falls, New York.

Prayong lives in Ocoee, Florida, surrounded
by friends and family, including his daughter
Gibb, his son Michael, his granddaughters
Faith, Grace, and Ellie, and his wife Cindy.
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RECOGNIZING RONIN MARASCO

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ronin Marasco for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Ronin has overcome many challenges along
his journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Ronin,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Ronin’s hard work,
determination, and perseverance at Oberon
Middle School and is clearly just the beginning
of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Ronin
Marasco on achieving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

RECOGNIZING OFFICER KENNETH
KORCHAK

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Officer Kenneth Korchak, of the
Port Richey Police Department. Officer
Korchak started his career at the Port Richey
Police Department as a part-time Telecommu-
nicator. He had already attended and grad-
uated from the law enforcement academy and
was subsequently hired as a Reserve Officer
in addition to his telecommunicator duties. Of-
ficer Korchak volunteered to work patrol when-
ever Patrol Supervisors requested coverage
for a shift. His work ethic and proactive
mindset resulted in him being hired as a full-
time Officer. After being promoted, he volun-
teered for dual duties whenever Telecommuni-
cator coverage was needed. Officer Korchak
put the agency’s needs ahead of his desire to
work as a Patrol Officer. He also has dem-
onstrated an ongoing commitment to profes-
sional development, as evidenced by his par-
ticipation in coursework to continually refine
his skill set. Officer Korchak is one of the most
proactive officers in the agency, and this is re-
flected in agency’s monthly statistical data.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Officer Korchak exhibits
every day when he comes to work. He is a
shining example of what it means to be a Port
Richey Law Enforcement Officer. His work
ethic should be a benchmark for which other
first responders should strive to attain. It is
evident that Officer Korchak has made a pro-
foundly positive impact on our community and
is qualified to be recognized as a First Re-
sponder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District.
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HONORING MARK ALAN
BURROUGHS, SR.

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the extraordinary life and legacy
of former Denton Mayor, Mark Alan Bur-
roughs, Sr. His recent, sudden passing has
left a void in the hearts of many, but the im-
print of his life has left an indelible mark on all
who had the privilege of knowing him.

Mayor Burroughs was not only a public
servant; he was a devoted husband, father,
grandfather, esteemed attorney, and cherished
friend. Born November 3, 1957, in Cincinnati,
Ohio, Mayor Burrough'’s journey led him to be-
come a pillar of the Denton community. As the
second of seven children, Mayor Burroughs
attended Klein High School in Klein, TX. He
then attended Stephen F. Austin State Univer-
sity, in Nacogdoches, TX, honing the political
and leadership skills the Mayor would later
rely on by serving as SFA’s Student Body
President.

After earning his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Law in 1982, Mayor
Burroughs briefly practiced ad valorem prop-
erty tax in the Houston area, then joined a
Fort Worth firm, working as defense counsel
for federal contractors across the United
States and as managing partner of Huke &
Burroughs, P.C. In 1994, he partnered with
Greg J. Sawko and established Sawko & Bur-
roughs P.C. It was at this point that Mayor
Burrough’s influence and leadership began
shaping Denton’s future that | honor today.

Beyond his legal practice, Mayor Burroughs
devoted himself to a variety of civic endeav-
ors, serving on numerous local boards and
volunteering with several charitable organiza-
tions. Known for his active engagement and
diligence on the boards he served, at the time
of his passing, he was the sitting Board Chair
of the Medical City Denton Hospital Board,
Solutions of North Texas, Denton State As-
sisted Living Center Volunteer Services Coun-
cil and the Denton Public School Foundation.
His broad legacy of community leadership ex-
tended much further, heading the Greater
Denton Arts Council and serving on the
boards of the Cumberland Presbyterian Chil-
dren’s Home, Denton Humanitarian Associa-
tion, CASA of Denton County, DISD Adopt-A-
School, State Bar of Texas’ Pro Bono College,
Denton Business and Education Coalition, the
Denton Teen Court and as Past President and
active member of the Denton Rotary Club and
the Denton Chamber of Commerce. The Den-
ton Chamber recognized his numerous im-
pacts in 2016 with its highest honor, the Otis
L. Fowler Award.

As engaged as he was with community or-
ganizations, it was in his role as a public serv-
ant that Mayor Burroughs truly excelled. He
was elected and served three 2-year terms on
the Denton City Council as a Member at
Large, during which his colleagues appointed
him Mayor Pro Tem. In 2008 he was elected
Mayor of the City of Denton, serving from
2008 to 2014. In this capacity he effectively
led a divided council to invest in not only City
assets such as the Denton Regional Airport
and Denton Municipal Electric, but also in the
infrastructure and other needs of a community
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that added over 30,000 residents during his
tenure on the Denton City Council.

The reach of his public service extended be-
yond the city limits through his national and
regional affiliations. He held memberships in
the U S. Conference of Mayors, National
League of Cities and Metroplex Mayors Asso-
ciation and served as Secretary for the West-
ern Metroplex Mobility Coalition. Arguably, it
was through his influence outside Denton that
his impact benefited the city to the greatest
degree. As Chair of the North Central Texas
Council of Government Regional Transpor-
tation Council and service on the boards of
TEX-21 Transportation Excellence, the North
Texas Commission and DFW Partners in Mo-
bility, he developed significant connections
and influence as an advocate for the Phase |
expansion of 1-35E, which began in 2013.

Through all of his affiliations and accom-
plishments, Mayor Burroughs never took his
privilege serve for granted, recognizing that
the opportunity was provided by the people he
was elected to represent. Above all though,
Mayor Burroughs cherished his family. His
love for his wife, Diana “Annie” McKee Bur-
roughs, their children, Madeline and Mark Jr.,
and grandson, Greyson knew no bounds. His
devotion to his family was evident in every as-
pect of his life.

As we mourn the loss of Mayor Burroughs,
let us also celebrate the remarkable life and
profound impact he had on our lives. Through
his humor, diplomacy, and the legacy of love,
integrity, and service, his inspiring spirit re-
mains as a guide to a brighter future for gen-
erations to come.

HONORING DR. YA LAN CHIEN AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Ya Lan Chien,
a Taiwanese American who holds a Ph.D.
from National Taiwan University, is a promi-
nent figure in Florida’s Taiwanese community.
As the president of the Taiwanese American
Association of Greater Orlando, she is deeply
committed to fostering unity, community
bonds, and cultural understanding.

Dr. Chien is also known for her altruism,
serving as an executive member of the Florida
Taiwanese Emergency Assistance Association
for seven years. Additionally, she holds execu-
tive positions in the Global Federation of Chi-
nese Business Women Orlando. Since relo-
cating to the U.S., Dr. Chien has been a tire-
less advocate for cultural exchange and envi-
ronmental stewardship. In 2019, she led Team
Taiwan’s adoption of South Econ Community
Park, a project that not only enhances local
green spaces but also serves as a gathering
point for community engagement and cultural
activities. Through her leadership, the park
has become a symbol of the Taiwanese com-
munity’s dedication to environmental and so-
cial well-being in Florida’s Ninth Congressional
District.

Dr. Chien’s efforts extend beyond environ-
mental initiatives. She is also passionate
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about integrating Taiwanese cultural values
into the broader American fabric. By orga-
nizing cultural events and educational pro-
grams, she strives to bridge the gap between
Taiwanese traditions and American society,
enriching the multicultural landscape of Cen-
tral Florida and enhancing Taiwanese-Amer-
ican visibility and integration.

Balancing her influential public endeavors
with her roles as a devoted mother to two
daughters and partner to her supportive hus-
band, Dr. Chien embodies the resilience, gen-
erosity, and communal spirit of the Taiwanese
American community. Her enduring dedication
makes her a commendable honoree during
Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage
Month, underscoring her significant impact on
community cohesion and cultural under-
standing.

————

RECOGNIZING RAIN OLLENBERGER

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Critical Care Paramedic Rain
Ollenberger, of Hernando County MedFleet.
Paramedic Ollenberger has been a shining ex-
ample of excellence since arriving at MedFleet
Ambulance. Although a relatively new Para-
medic, Ollenberger has developed a wealth of
knowledge and shows a level of expertise in
the profession of critical care paramedicine.
Paramedic Ollenberger consistently delivers
top-notch care to those in need and her ad-
vanced skills and quick thinking have undoubt-
edly made a difference in the patients she has
transported. Paramedic Ollenberger’'s dedica-
tion to ongoing professional development sets
her apart as a leader in her field. Whether she
is participating in advanced medical training or
sharing her knowledge with colleagues, her
passion for excellence is evident in everything
she does. Her compassion, skill, and unwaver-
ing commitment to providing the best possible
care makes her a true asset to the team and
the communities they serve. Paramedic
Ollenberger has been tasked with mentoring
new paramedics and EMTs as a field training
officer and continues to have outstanding re-
views with excellent overall development of
trainees.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Paramedic Ollenberger ex-
hibits every day when she goes to work. She
is a shining example of what it means to be
a First Responder. Her work ethic should be
a benchmark for which other first responders
should strive to attain. It is evident that Para-
medic Ollenberger has made a profoundly
positive impact on our community and is quali-
fied to be recognized as a First Responder of
the Year for Florida’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict.
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RECOGNIZING JONATHAN SLABY
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jonathan Slaby for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Jonathan has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Jonathan, develop crucial skills and a work
ethic that will guide them for the rest of their
lives. This award is a testament to Jonathan’s
hard work, determination, and perseverance at
Oberon Middle School and is clearly just the
beginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Jonathan
Slaby on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

HONORING DAVID B. COMBS
HON. BRANDON WILLIAMS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr. Speaker, it
is my honor today to recognize Army veteran
and former Police Chief, David B. Combs for
his distinguished career of service.

David was born in Rome, New York, to the
late Vaughn and Edna Combs. He attended
Rome schools and graduated from Rome Free
Academy in 1967. Shortly after graduation,
David enlisted in the United States Army. After
basic training at Fort Dix, New Jersey, he
went to Fort Gordon, Georgia where he
trained as a telephone lineman. Upon gradua-
tion, David was assigned to A Company, 37th
Signal Battalion, 1st Signal Brigade in Vietnam
where he installed and maintained telephones
and telephone lines in military installations
throughout DaNang and the surrounding area.
After working with that battalion for 18 months,
David returned to Fort Bragg NC where he
completed his tour at the rank of Sgt. E-5. He
was awarded the National Defense Service
Medal, the Vietnam Service Medal, the Viet-
nam Campaign Medal, and the New York
State Medal for Merit.

After receiving an honorable discharge,
David continued his service to the community
by joining the Rome Police Department. He
began his career in July 1971 as a patrolman
and was promoted through every uniform
rank, retiring as Chief of Police in 1993.

Apart from his personal military service,
David designed and constructed over 60 flag
boxes which were presented to each member
of the 174th Fighter Wing upon their return
from Bagram Airfield in Afghanistan. For this
selfless act, David received a Certificate of

Appreciation from the commander of the
squadron.
Additionally, David is a member of the

Rome VFW Post 2246 and a member and offi-
cer of the Lee Center American Legion Post
1794. David is also a member of the Rome
Coin Club, the Point Rock Gun Club, the Lee
Center Gun Club, the Rome Police and Fire
Department Retirees Group and the Lake
Delta Kiwanis.
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On behalf of New York’s 22nd District, | am
pleased to recognize the service and accom-
plishments of David B. Combs and thank him
for his dedication to our country and commu-
nity.

——————

NATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS
AND INFORMATION ADMINISTRA-
TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF
2024

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 14, 2024

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 4510, the NTIA Reauthoriza-
tion Act, bipartisan legislation to reauthorize
the National Telecommunications and Informa-
tion Administration (NTIA), update the statu-
tory mission and policy of the agency, author-
ize certain offices and activities of the agency,
and provide greater Congressional oversight
of the NTIA. H.R. 4510 also contains two bills
| introduced regarding Cybersecurity, the Un-
derstanding Cybersecurity of Mobile Networks
Act, and the American Cybersecurity Literacy
Act.

THE UNDERSTANDING CYBERSECURITY OF MOBILE

NETWORKS ACT

Every day Americans make calls, send
texts, and access data on 2G, 3G, and 4G
networks, yet we lack a comprehensive as-
sessment of what vulnerabilities exist on these
networks, what issues have been resolved,
and where mobile cybersecurity policymaking
should be focused. Since cellphones became
common in the 1990s, government agencies,
academics, think tanks, industry associations,
and independent researchers have discovered
various Cybersecurity vulnerabilities in our
wireless networks. Wireless network compa-
nies, mobile device manufacturers, and other
companies have responded to many of these
vulnerabilities, but recent cybersecurity devel-
opments depict that vulnerabilities continue to
exist in mobile cybersecurity. For example,
Stingray’s cell site simulators continue to inter-
cept calls, texts, and mobile data of unwitting
victims; SIM swaps are increasing as a means
of identity fraud; and mobile spyware made by
NSO Group and others have threatened the
safety of journalists, activists, dissidents, and
government officials around the globe. In each
of these instances companies have taken cer-
tain actions to mitigate threats, but we lack a
sophisticated, comprehensive, and inde-
pendent assessment of what vulnerabilities
persist, what issues have been resolved, and
where mobile cybersecurity policymaking
should be focused.

The Understanding Cybersecurity of Mobile
Networks Act solves this lack of information.
The legislation requires the National Tele-
communications and Information Administra-
tion (NTIA), in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS), to conduct
a comprehensive study on the cybersecurity
vulnerabilities of our 2G, 3G, and 4G net-
works.

Specifically, the study will include an as-
sessment of responses to known
vulnerabilities and deployment of best prac-
tices, an estimate of the prevalence of effec-
tive encryption and authentication techniques,
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along with a discussion of barriers to adopting
more efficacious techniques; a discussion of
the prevalence, costs, availability, and usage
of cell site simulators and other surveillance
and interception technologies.

In addition to coordinating with DHS, the
NTIA is required to consult the various federal
agencies with relevant expertise . . . aca-
demic and independent researchers, multi-
stakeholder and international organizations,
and industry groups. While the report will be
public, it will include a classified annex so de-
tails about vulnerabilities that could aid our ad-
versaries are not publicized.

THE AMERICAN CYBERSECURITY LITERACY ACT

Cyberattacks and data breaches are in-
creasingly common, costing private companies
and consumers billions of dollars and expos-
ing the private information of countless Ameri-
cans. As attackers become more sophisti-
cated, Americans must have the tools to iden-
tify risks and protect themselves from attacks.

The American Cybersecurity Literacy Act re-
quires the NTIA to conduct a public education
campaign to improve cyber literacy of the
American populace by providing information
about common cybersecurity risks and best
practices that can mitigate those risks. When
the government or private businesses identify
Cybersecurity risks, they are only fighting half
the battle. Consumers have to be able to pro-
tect themselves from those risks, and this bill
will give them the information to do so.

RECOGNIZING JOHN MANN
HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Telecommunicator John Mann, of
the Port Richey Police Department. Tele-
communicator Mann is a highly dedicated em-
ployee who on many occasions has referred
to the Port Richey Police Department employ-
ees as his family. Telecommunicator Mann
has reported to work on numerous occasions,
barely able to walk without a cane when a
lesser person would stay home. Not unlike
other law enforcement agencies around the
country, the Port Richey Police Department
has experienced a shortage of qualified per-
sonnel to fill vacancies. This puts a strain on
existing personnel, but Telecommunicator
Mann has helped ease that burden by step-
ping up to the plate whenever possible. He
has covered the shifts of fellow telecommu-
nicators when they are ill, or when the depart-
ment otherwise requires coverage. His self-
lessness and dedication to the safety of the
officers on the road have outweighed his med-
ical issues in too many instances. As U.S. Ma-
rine Corps Veteran, he embraces the notion of
service above self and this is truly evident in
his interactions with others. He takes care of
his law enforcement family and they are tre-
mendously grateful for his continued efforts to
keep our community safe.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Telecommunicator Mann
exhibits every day when he goes to work. He
is a shining example of what it means to be
a Port Richey First Responder. His work ethic
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should be a benchmark for which other first
responders should strive to attain. It is evident
that Telecommunicator Mann has made a pro-
foundly positive impact on our community and
is qualified to be recognized as a First Re-
sponder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District.
——

HONORING MATTHEW CHIANG AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, originating from a
proud Taiwanese heritage, Matthew’s aca-
demic Journey culminated in the attainment of
a bachelor's degree from Rutgers University,
The State University of New Jersey. Although
he was brought up in the United States, Mat-
thew possesses a remarkable fluency in Man-
darin Chinese, a skill that has proven invalu-
able in his dedication to aiding the AAPI com-
munity.

Matthew’s professional trajectory com-
menced in the medical field, where he first
served as an emergency medical technician
before advancing to the role of paramedic at
Atlantic Health Systems. During his 14-year
tenure in emergency medicine, he spear-
headed the establishment of the Disaster Re-
sponse Team and lent his expertise to several
disaster deployments in collaboration with the
Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA). Notably, his compassionate care ex-
tended to the pediatric emergency room,
where he witnessed firsthand the devastating
impact of sex crimes and human trafficking on
individuals, igniting within him a resolute deter-
mination to transition into law enforcement.

In 2020, Matthew embarked on a new chap-
ter as he joined the esteemed ranks of the Or-
ange County Sheriff's Office, assuming the
role of deputy sheriff in an area marked by
heightened incidences of violent crimes. His
exemplary service led to a subsequent pro-
motion to detective within the Orange County
Sex Crimes Unit in 2023, where he tirelessly
works to prevent such heinous acts and en-
sure justice for victims.

In 2022, under the leadership of Sheriff
John Mina, Matthew played an instrumental
role in the inception of the OCSO Asian Amer-
ican Pacific Islander (AAPI) Liaison Group. Ac-
cepting a pivotal role as liaison, Matthew dedi-
cated himself to bridging the gap between the
AAPI community and law enforcement. In Or-
ange County, Florida, where the AAPI commu-
nity comprises approximately 7 percent of the
population, Matthew’s contributions have been
profound. His adeptness in Mandarin Chinese
has facilitated communication in numerous in-
vestigations involving the AAPI community, in-
cluding offenses of violent crimes, sex crimes,
human trafficking, economic crimes, and prop-
erty crimes. Matthew has also assisted outside
agencies such as the Army Criminal Investiga-
tive Division, the Metropolitan Bureau of Inves-
tigation, and the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement with investigations pertaining to
the AAPI community. Through his efforts, Mat-
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thew ensures that victim’s voices are heard
and their stories are duly recognized.

Matthew Chiang embodies the spirit of ex-
cellence and unwavering dedication to public
service. His profound impact on the law en-
forcement, medical, and AAPI communities
exemplifies the highest standards of profes-
sionalism and compassion.

RECOGNIZING LYNNEA MASON
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Lynnea Mason for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Lynnea has overcome many challenges
along her journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Lynnea, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Lynnea’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at
Oberon Middle School and is clearly just the
beginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Lynnea
Mason on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

————

HONORING HUNTER HONGHYUN
KIM AS A DISTINGUISHED LEAD-
ER IN CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR
ASIAN AMERICAN AND NATIVE
HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Hunter Honghyun
Kim was born in Seoul, South Korea, in 1971.
He was the youngest of four children. From
his early childhood, he was adventurous in
spirit and fearless when facing new chal-
lenges.

After completing his military duties in Korea,
he embarked on a journey to America that
changed the course of his life. Rather than a
big city, Hunter chose to begin a new chapter
of his life in a small town called Vincennes, In-
diana. In Vincennes, Hunter quickly adapted to
the new environment and culture by making
lasting friendships with fellow students and
professors. He served as the first Asian Amer-
ican Student Association president and advo-
cated for equity and diversity. Hunter contin-
ued his studies at the University of Florida and
became a lifelong Gator fan.

In his professional life, Hunter founded Flor-
ida International College in 2008 in Orlando,
Florida, with the vision to provide new oppor-
tunities and open doors for students. In 2016,
Florida International College established a
new campus in Kissimmee, and Hunter be-
came an active member of the Osceola Coun-
ty professional community. Hunter found a
unique balance in Osceola County, where the
preservation of history and heritage coexist
with the drive toward the future and techno-
logical advancement. Hunter began promoting
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economic growth and development in the
community by advocating and establishing re-
lationships with international companies, uni-
versities, and research institutions to expand
their operations to the County.

Through his efforts, Osceola County is forg-
ing strategic partnerships for global innovation
and ecosystem building. His strength in build-
ing relationships, both personal and business,
expands across borders and cultures, bringing
prosperity to all.

Hunter is a loving husband of Jessica and
a proud father of their five children—Gianna,
Elianna, Noah, Rheanna, and Sianna.

————

HONORING NEW CALVARY BAP-
TIST CHURCH ON ITS 90TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor New Calvary
Baptist Church on its 90th Anniversary.

New Calvary Baptist Church traces its ori-
gins to the Second Calvary Baptist Church,
which served the community from 1879 until it
was forced to close during the Great Depres-
sion. Members of the Second Calvary Baptist
Church congregation reopened the church as
the New Calvary Baptist Church on May 16,
1934.

Since its establishment, New Calvary Bap-
tist Church has prioritized serving the City of
Norfolk’s disadvantaged through mission and
donation. New Calvary’s outreach ministry has
provided food, groceries, clothing, and more to
people in need. New Calvary also operates a
community development corporation that con-
nects people with affordable housing, support
services, and job opportunities. The members
of this congregation uplift the Norfolk commu-
nity, for which | thank them.

| also want to acknowledge the leadership
of then five pastors over the course of their
history. They are Reverend Dr. D.Y. Campbell,
Reverend Dr. Samuel A. Wilson, Reverend Dr.
Milton Reid, Reverend Dr. Gilbert G. Camp-
bell, Jr., and their current pastor Reverend Dr.
William Marcus Small, who has served since
2010. Under Dr. Small’s leadership, the mem-
bership of the church has grown tremen-
dously. Dr. Small has found new innovative
ways to preach and teach, and he has en-
hanced numerous church ministries to address
the needs of the Hampton Roads community.

Mr. Speaker, | want to congratulate New
Calvary Baptist Church on its 90th anniversary
and thank its members and leaders for all they
have done for the Norfolk community. | wish
them many more years of success.

RECOGNIZING JOHN EHNIS

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Captain John Ehnis, of the Citrus
County Fire Department. Captain Ehnis’s dedi-
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cation to recruiting and training the best and
brightest new hires is a testament to his pas-
sion for cultivating and inspiring future genera-
tions of firefighters. He has also fostered a
positive culture among both new and existing
employees—a commendable feat that helps
set this amazing team apart from other depart-
ments throughout the nation. Captain Ehnis
sets a high standard for professionalism, serv-
ing as a role model for others in the depart-
ment. Because of his daily contributions, the
entire team’s effectiveness and morale has
dramatically improved.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Captain Ehnis exhibits
every day when he goes to work. Captain
Ehnis is a shining example of what it means
to be a Citrus County First Responder. His
work ethic should be a benchmark for which
other first responders should strive to attain. It
is evident that Captain Ehnis has made a pro-
foundly positive impact on our community and
is qualified to be recognized as a First Re-
sponder of the Year for Florida’s 12th Con-
gressional District.

HONORING MAI-HUONG NGUYEN AS
A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, through her love
for dance and education, Ms. Mai-Huong
Nguyen proudly dedicates herself to rep-
resenting Vietnamese culture and fostering
cultural education and community outreach in
the international settings of Central Florida
and beyond. She holds active roles in shaping
the community with Asia Trend, Avalon Park
Group, FusionFest Orlando, and her own
Kissimmee- and Orlando-based nonprofit or-
ganization, Thuyen May Productions.

In 1975, Ms. Mai and her family escaped
Vietnam before the fall of Saigon. Only ten
years old at the time, she was a Vietnam War
refugee who learned the necessity of commu-
nity and belonging. Her passion for cultural
outreach sparked during her college years at
N.C. State University and stayed with her
when she moved to Central Florida in 1996.
No matter where she went, dance, music, and
choreography were her instruments for ex-
pressing and representing Vietnamese culture
in the diaspora. As a Florida resident, Ms. Mai
helps create communities and plan cultural
events as part of the Asia Trend board,
FusionFest board of directors, FusionFest
steering committee, and as the former 2017—
19 AAHC vice chair.

Formerly a schoolteacher, Ms. Mai focuses
on connecting and building strong bonds with
diverse Florida communities and younger gen-
erations alike. She continues more than 30
years of teaching experience through volun-
teer instruction of Viethamese language at St.
Philip Phan Van Minh Catholic Church, youth
enrichment programs at Phap Vu, Phat An,
and Phap Lac Buddhist Temples, and online
private tutoring of core school subjects. Her
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outreach also includes monthly Asian-themed
workshops at Avalon Park, as well as mixed-
media dance tours brought to libraries,
schools, and museums.

Ms. Mai's foremost belief is that cultural
education and sharing open doors to under-
standing, acceptance, and appreciation.
Through dance and education, she continually
seeks innovative ways to set the stage for di-
versity and inclusion for future generations to
come.

RECOGNIZING DUSTIN MOORE

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Dustin Moore for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Dustin has overcome many challenges
along his journey to success, demonstrating
perseverance at every step. Students who
strive to make the most of their education, like
Dustin, develop crucial skills and a work ethic
that will guide them for the rest of their lives.
This award is a testament to Dustin’s hard
work, determination, and perseverance at
Oberon Middle School and is clearly just the
beginning of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Dustin Moore
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth Award.

———

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE
EFFECT OF JACK KOSAKOWSKI
ON THE YOUNG PEOPLE OF THE
PIKES PEAK REGION

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the effect of Jack
Kosakowski on the young people of the Pikes
Peak region, the United States of America,
and around the world through his work with
Junior Achievement for fifty years.

Headquartered in Colorado Springs, Junior
Achievement is our nation’s largest organiza-
tion that provides access to knowledge and
skills which create economic flourishing for
youth in their communities and teaches prac-
tical steps to plan for the future. Founded in
1919, Junior Achievement started as an after-
school program for high school students. Later
expanded to middle school students that also
included in school programs as well. With a
presence in all fifty states and a network of
volunteers around the world, Junior Achieve-
ment reaches over 4.4 million students in
America and over 13 million students in over
100 countries around the world.

Jack began his Junior Achievement journey
in Toledo, Ohio, as a high school student in
the Junior Achievement program. He received
a Junior Achievement scholarship as he at-
tended the University of Toledo. Starting in
1974, Jack served in a variety of roles proving
both his abilities and his passion for the peo-
ple he serves. In his role as President and
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Chief Executive Officer of Junior Achievement,
Jack continues to lead the organization with
the same drive for excellence and impact that
he has strived for throughout his career.

In addition to his roles at Junior Achieve-
ment, Jack was appointed by President
George W. Bush to serve a two-year term on
the President’s Advisory Council on Financial
Literacy in January 2008. He currently serves
on the Board of Directors of the Achievement
Foundation, is a past member of the United
States Commission for UNESCO (United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization), and serves on the Council on Com-
petitiveness’ Learn to Compete Commission.
Jack has also been named a Trustee of Amer-
ica’s Promise Alliance.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in
Congress join me in honoring and celebrating
Jack Kosakowski for his fifty years of distin-
guished leadership and service to the youth in
the Pikes Peak region, the United States of
America, and around the world.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RAUL RUIZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, had | been present,
| would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 211.

———

RECOGNIZING PATRICK
DUDKIEWICZ

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents,  Firefighter/Paramedic  Patrick
Dudkiewicz, of the Pasco County Fire Depart-
ment. On May 25, 2023, and again on June 1,
2023, while off-duty and working out at a local
CrossFit gym, Firefighter Paramedic Patrick
Dudkiewicz sprang into action to provide life-
saving care to two individuals experiencing
cardiac arrest. Firefighter/Paramedic
Dudkiewicz performed Cardiopulmonary Re-
suscitation (CPR) and applied an Automated
External Defibrillator (AED). In each instance,
he successfully obtained Return of Sponta-
neous Circulation (ROSC) prior to the arrival
of Fire Rescue. These actions not only saved
the lives of two community members, but also
serve as a testament to the dedication, profes-
sionalism, and readiness of Firefighter/Para-
medic Patrick Dudkiewicz. Firefighter/Para-
medic Patrick Dudkiewicz’s actions highlight
the importance of hands-only CPR, a simple
yet effective technique that can be the dif-
ference between life and death in the event of
cardiac arrest. His actions also serve as a
powerful reminder of the critical role that first
responders play in our communities and the
lives that they save every day.

These are just two examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Firefighter/Paramedic
Dudkiewicz exhibits every day when he goes
to work. He is a shining example of what it
means to be a Pasco County First Responder.
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His work ethic should be a benchmark for
which other first responders should strive to
attain. It is evident that Firefighter/Paramedic
Dudkiewicz has made a profoundly positive
impact on our community and is qualified to
be recognized as a First Responder of the
Year for Florida’s 12th Congressional District.
—

HONORING KANNAN SRINIVASAN
AS A DISTINGUISHED LEADER IN
CENTRAL FLORIDA FOR ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
IAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Kannan Srinivasan
is a former president of the Asian American
Chamber of Commerce, Central Florida. He
served in the chamber for six years as a
board member and advisor. He is an accom-
plished leader, entrepreneur, and tech execu-
tive with over 30 years of information tech-
nology experience. He is a visionary commu-
nity leader with years of experience in tech-
nology, sourcing, non-profit management, and
strategic planning. His career is hallmarked by
exceptional leadership, relationship building,
and creative thinking.

As the founder and CEO of Global KTech,
he grew the company from scratch into one of
the leading tech staffing companies in Central
Florida. Kannan served on the board of Or-
lando Economic Partnership and on the lead-
ership committee for the National Entre-
preneur Center. He also served as president
and board member of Tamil Sangam (MSCF)
of Central Florida. In 2012, he cofounded the
MSCF Charity, which has given more than
350 educational scholarships to underprivi-
leged students in India and Central Florida.
Kannan currently serves as a member of the
Steering Committee of UCF’s India Center and
is a board member of Shakthi US, an organi-
zation that helps survivors of domestic and in-
timate partner abuse with a focus on Central
Florida’s South Asian community. He is a life-
long volunteer at the Hindu Society of Central
Florida and a proud Rotarian.

His leadership was recognized by the Or-
lando Sentinel, which named him Central Flor-
ida 100—one of the 100 most influential lead-
ers in Central Florida. In 1991, Kannan immi-
grated to Central Florida from India. He is a
proud alumnus of the University of Central
Florida, where he received his master's in
computer engineering. He lives with his wife,
Dr. Anita Ekambaram, and their twin daugh-
ters.

——————

RECOGNIZING LUKAS CLEVENGER
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Lukas Clevenger for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Lukas has overcome many challenges along
his journey to success, demonstrating perse-
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verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Lukas,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Lukas’s hard work,
determination, and perseverance at Oberon
Middle School and is clearly just the beginning
of a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Lukas
Clevenger on achieving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

RECOGNIZING EFFORTS TO DES-
IGNATE A “NATIONAL ROOFING
WEEK”’

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the National Roofing Con-
tractors Association, headquartered in Rose-
mont, lllinois, and its efforts to designate the
week of June 2-8, 2024, as National Roofing
Week.

The roof is one of the most important com-
ponents of any home or business. It is the first
line of defense against natural elements, such
as rain, snow, or wind, and yet it is often
taken for granted until it falls into disrepair.
National Roofing Week honors the thousands
of roofing-related businesses and workers
across the country, as well as the industry’s
commitment to public service. National Roof-
ing Week is a valuable reminder of the signifi-
cance quality roofing has on every home and
business in the U.S.

Established in 1886, NRCA is one of the
Nation’s oldest trade associations and the
voice of professional roofing contractors world-
wide. NRCA has nearly 4,000 roofing com-
pany members who represent the entire roof-
ing supply chain. Using its vast network of
roofing contractors and industry-related mem-
bers, NRCA is responsible for the installation
of new construction and replacement roof sys-
tems on commercial and residential structures
in America. Most of its members are small,
privately held businesses that provide family-
sustaining jobs for thousands of hardworking
individuals who are the backbone of our econ-
omy.

Professional roofing contractors provide vital
services to their communities, on and off the
clock. NRCA members will recognize National
Roofing Week June 2—-8 by supporting numer-
ous charitable projects, employee training pro-
grams and other activities across the Nation.
| commend NRCA and the vital role the orga-
nization and its members play in every com-
munity, and | ask my colleagues to join me in
acknowledging their contributions during Na-
tional Roofing Week.

——

HONORING AND REMEMBERING

RETIRED MARINE BURTON RAY
GIGOUX

HON. MATTHEW M. ROSENDALE, SR.

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to remember and honor retired Marine Burton
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Ray Gigoux for his selfless dedication to our
country and his lifelong commitment to serving
communities across Montana. On December
283, 2023, Burt, as his friends called him, went
home to his Lord and Savior after a coura-
geous battle with cancer. However, this ex-
traordinary Montanan left a legacy that con-
tinues to inspire all of us today.

Since graduating High School, Burt has
lived a life dedicated to public service, which
led him to bravely answer the call of duty to
serve in the United States Marine Corps. Fol-
lowing his courageous service in the Marine
Corps, Burt married Anita, who became his
lifelong partner in all his endeavors. After
marrying, they both moved to Billings, Mon-
tana, where they had their son, David. Since
moving to Billings, Burt, and Anita dedicated
their time to serving veterans across the
Treasure State. Burt’'s dream was to have a
national veteran’s cemetery in Yellowstone
County, a land he found fitting as a final rest-
ing place for our Nation’s finest men and
women.

After persuading the county commissioners
to join in his efforts, legislation was introduced
in the Montana Legislature to establish the
Yellowstone County Veteran’s Cemetery, and
it was approved. Burt's determination was
enough to give the veterans of Yellowstone
County a rightful resting place deserving of
their accomplishments. However, Burt kept
pushing to make it a national cemetery. After
nearly a decade of convincing the VA, with all
the odds stacked against him, his efforts were
rewarded on Memorial Day in 2014, when the
U.S. Undersecretary of the VA dedicated the
Yellowstone County Veteran’s Cemetery to
national status. Thanks to Burt, Yellowstone
National Cemetery is now the resting place of
our Nation’s finest heroes in Montana.

In addition, Burt proudly assisted 750 WWII
veterans in visiting their national monument
here in Washington, D.C. Through these ac-
tions and more, Burton Ray Gigoux left a last-
ing legacy and serves as an example to us all.
May God bless the Gigoux family as they
mourn the passing of this true hero.

It is a privilege to recognize his accomplish-
ments and his lifelong service to our country
in the United States House of Representa-
tives.

RECOGNIZING STEVEN MARKFORD
HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents,  Firefighter/Paramedic ~ Steven
Matthew “Steve” Markford, of the Hernando
County Fire Department. Firefighter/Paramedic
Markford was selected for this honor by his
peers because he has made many significant
contributions to the Department during the
past year. Furthermore, throughout his 12-year
tenure with the Department, he has dem-
onstrated superior abilities when responding to
a wide variety of emergency incidents. Be-
cause of his steady leadership, impressive
skill and relentless mentorship of new recruits,
Firefighter/Paramedic Markford has advanced
to his current rank of Driver-Engineer.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
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ant leadership that Firefighter/Paramedic
Markford exhibits every day when he goes to
work. He is a shining example of what it
means to be a Hernando County First Re-
sponder. His work ethic should be a bench-
mark for which other first responders should
strive to attain. It is evident that Firefighter/
Paramedic Markford has made a profoundly
positive impact on our community and is quali-
fied to be recognized as a First Responder of
the Year for Florida’s 12th Congressional Dis-
trict.

———

HONORING LIN LIN AS A DISTIN-
GUISHED LEADER IN CENTRAL
FLORIDA FOR ASIAN AMERICAN
AND NATIVE HAWAIIAN/PACIFIC
ISLANDER HERITAGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Lin Lin was born in
Northeast China and came to the United
States in 2002. She is a certified public ac-
countant with more than 18 years of experi-
ence in financial leadership. The last 14 years
of her career have been with Orlando Health.
During Lin’s remarkable professional career,
she has managed large-scale projects in
healthcare and developed consistent proc-
esses in finance, operations, budgets, and
forecasts. She is currently the senior director
of finance at Orlando Health St. Cloud Hos-
pital in St. Cloud, Florida. Previously, she was
a senior auditor at Vesel & Wiler, CPAs in Or-
lando, Florida.

After earning her Bachelor of Arts in Inter-
national Tourism Management at the Univer-
sity of North London, London, United King-
dom, Lin earned a Master of Science in Ac-
counting at the University of Central Florida,
Orlando, Florida, where she remains an active
UCF Alumni member.

Lin is fluent in English and Chinese. She is
an active mentor of other financial health care
professionals and has managed many interns
and promoted their development in finance.

Lin is a member of the Florida Institute of
CPAs (FICPA) and the Healthcare Financial
Management Association (HMFA). She is also
a member of the Asian American Chamber of
Commerce for Orlando, Florida. Lin is a com-
munity volunteer with the Adult Literacy
League, helping Central Floridians to become
thriving members of the community. Lin also
gives her time to volunteer at Give Kids the
World Village in Kissimmee, Florida, providing
a range of accommodation facilities to more
than 75,000 children and families suffering
from life-threatening illnesses.

RECOGNIZING OLIVIA MACIAS
HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Olivia Macias for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.

Olivia has overcome many challenges along
her journey to success, demonstrating perse-
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verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Olivia,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Olivia’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Oberon Mid-
dle School and is clearly just the beginning of
a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Olivia Macias
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth Award.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. VAL T. HOYLE

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day | mistakenly voted Yea on Roll Call No.
202, passage of H. Res. 1210, the Resolution
“Condemning the Biden border crisis and the
tremendous burdens law enforcement officers
face as a result.”

| intended to vote Nay, as I've consistently
done on similar politically-charged, non-bind-
ing resolutions that play politics instead of
work to achieve a bipartisan solution to the
border. | regret the error.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE AND CAREER
OF ZELL STEEVER

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of a great environ-
mental champion from southeastern Con-
necticut whom we lost recently, Mr. E. Zell
Steever, V. A fierce advocate for climate resil-
ience and sustainability policy, Zell spent his
career in ecology and biology, serving as Di-
rector of Water and Related Resources at the
Connecticut Department of Environmental Pro-
tection, along with other roles in water re-
sources protection and management at agen-
cies such as the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, the U.S. Department of Interior,
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers. His decade-span-
ning support for environmental conservation
and dedication to robust civic participation has
been instrumental in the great strides our
State has taken to realize a sustainable, cli-
mate-resilient future.

Zell began life with his family in Noank,
Connecticut, where he settled after graduating
from the University of Connecticut. He at-
tended graduate school at Connecticut Col-
lege, studying the local coastal salt march
ecosystem and building a repository of evi-
dence of the importance of healthy wetlands
to fisheries, one of southeastern Connecticut’s
mainstay professions. In his free time, Zell
was frequently seen sailing up and down the
Long Island Sound, designing and renovating
homes, and building Aleutian kayaks.

Zell's impact has reached far beyond the
limits of Eastern Connecticut, as he held mul-
tiple national level positions. He advised Presi-
dent Nixon as a staff member of the Presi-
dent’s Council on Environmental Equality. In
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1993 he was selected for the 1992 delegation
to the UN Earth Summit where he led negotia-
tions on five chapters of Agenda 21 on behalf
of the United States. He continued his high-
stakes environmental work and advocacy until
his retirement in 2004. Luckily for Eastern
Connecticut, Zell's retirement was only in
name. He continued his tireless work in Grot-
on town committees including the Town Coun-
cil's Climate Change and Sustainable Commu-
nity Task Force, the Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Committee, and the Utility Drink-
ing Water Quality Management Plan.

Zell was tirelessly active in municipal efforts
to prepare for climate change, serving the
community with groups such as the Groton
Energy Efficiency and Conservation Commis-
sion and the advisory board for the Groton
Utility Drinking Water Quality Management.
One of Zell's most ambitious local efforts fo-
cused on the expansion of the area’s com-
muter rail service, Shoreline East. His vision
included extending the existing rail line from
New London to Westerly, Rhode Island, mak-
ing a route from New London to Norwich, and
creating new stations in Groton and
Stonington. He worked tirelessly to bring to-
gether stakeholders from across the region,
creating a coalition of advocates with
environmentalism and equity at the heart of its
mission. Zell was at the forefront of this bur-
geoning expansion effort, leveraging his dec-
ades of experience in government and con-
servation to successfully push for legislation
that called for an Eastern Connecticut Rail and
Transit Feasibility Study, which was finalized
and published in later 2023. This study will be
instrumental in the further development of
widely available and accessible rail in south-
eastern Connecticut, for which we have Zell to
thank.

| ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in honoring Zell
Steever's service and spirit. His loss is felt
deeply across the state and Nation. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Elizabeth, two sons, John
and Scott, two stepsons, Jonathan and Ga-
briel, six grandchildren, and his brother San-
ford. His resolute mission to protect the planet
we call home and his devoted service to his
communities will serve as a lasting legacy in
the hearts and minds of Connecticut’s future
environmentalists and conservationists as they
continue the work he dedicated his life to.

RECOGNIZING MICHAEL WHITAKER

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Communications Officer Michael
Whitaker, of the Citrus County Sheriff’s Office.
On Friday, Dec. 8, 2023, Officer Whitaker was
working in the Communication Section as an
Intake Operator when a constituent called 911
to advise that his 3-month-old daughter,
Harmonie, was choking and could not breath.
After de-escalating the parent and helping him
become calm enough to follow instructions,
Officer Whitaker proceeded to provide life-
saving instructions on how to clear the baby’s
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airway. The father followed all the instructions
and was able to clear her airway. With
Harmonie able to breathe fresh oxygen again,
EMS arrived on scene and transported her to
a nearby hospital for observation. Thanks to
Officer Whitaker's swift actions, profes-
sionalism, and composure, Baby Harmonie is
doing great today.

This is just one example of the hard work,
dedication, eagerness to help, and servant
leadership that Communications  Officer
Whitaker exhibits every day when he goes to
work. Officer Whitaker is a shining example of
what it means to be a Citrus County First Re-
sponder. His work ethic should be a bench-
mark for which other first responders should
strive to attain. It is evident that Officer
Whitaker has made a profoundly positive im-
pact on our community and is qualified to be
recognized as a First Responder of the Year
for Florida’s 12th Congressional District.

—————

HONORING JESSICA KIM AS A DIS-
TINGUISHED LEADER IN CEN-
TRAL FLORIDA FOR  ASIAN
AMERICAN AND NATIVE HAWAI-
JIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER HERIT-
AGE MONTH

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, Jessica received
her B.S. in psychology and business adminis-
tration from the University of Florida. She met
her husband, Hunter, at UF. She continued
her studies and received her Juris Doctorate
from Barry University School of Law.

She believed that education had the power
to transform lives and dedicated her early pro-
fessional career to making education acces-
sible. As the chief operating officer for NeoCity
Links, Jessica helps develop strategic initia-
tives to promote economic growth. She coordi-
nates business development efforts by work-
ing with public, private, and nonprofit sectors.
She has proven expertise in a wide range of
areas and successfully developed new inter-
national partnerships for Osceola County.

Jessica focuses her time outside of work on
empowering women leaders through
mentorship. She serves as the president of
the PCUSA National Korean Presbyterian
Women and actively strives to create opportu-
nities for engagement and enablement for
women to reach the highest level of leadership
and potential.

Jessica resides in Windermere, Florida, with
her husband and loves snuggling with her five
children, reading, cooking, and kickboxing.

——————

RECOGNIZING JAZZY MODECKER

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Jazzy Modecker for earning the
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth Award.
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Jazzy has overcome many challenges along
her journey to success, demonstrating perse-
verance at every step. Students who strive to
make the most of their education, like Jazzy,
develop crucial skills and a work ethic that will
guide them for the rest of their lives. This
award is a testament to Jazzy’s hard work, de-
termination, and perseverance at Oberon Mid-
dle School and is clearly just the beginning of
a bright and promising future.

It is my honor to congratulate Jazzy
Modecker on achieving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award.

————
HONORING THE CRITICAL CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF SUPER-

INTENDENT PAM CONKLIN

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Superintendent Pam Conklin
upon her retirement as Superintendent of the
Travis Unified School District after more than
25 years of service in education. Ms. Conklin’s
steadfast dedication to enhancing the quality
of education in Solano County and advocating
for her students has left a lasting impact on
the Solano County community.

Ms. Conklin began her educational career
as a teacher with the Novato Unified School
District. Throughout her twenty-year tenure
with the District, Ms. Conklin demonstrated a
genuine commitment to fostering an environ-
ment of community and respect in her class-
rooms. She ultimately became the Assistant
Superintendent for Human Resources for the
District, where she spearheaded efforts to en-
sure all students, regardless of their back-
ground, can reach their full potential.

In 2015, her passion for education led her to
serve as the Oakley Union Elementary School
District Superintendent. During her tenure, her
collaboration with the Contra Costa County
community and her critical leadership helped
ensure the continued success of the Oakley
Union School District.

Upon her departure from the Oakley Union
School District, Ms. Conklin began working at
the Travis Unified School District as the
Human Resources Administrator and in 2017,
she began serving as Superintendent. Her crit-
ical efforts to advocate for the students, teach-
ers, and families of Solano County and Travis
Air Force Base were indispensable to our
community.

As Superintendent, Ms. Conklin played a
pivotal role in supporting Travis Air Force
Base and helping nine schools in the District
earn the designation of “Purple Star Schools,”
schools that are committed to and equipped to
meet the unique needs of military-affiliated
students and their families.

While her leadership as Superintendent will
surely be missed, Ms. Conklin’s decades of
service to the students of Northern California
and Travis Unified School District have left an
indelible legacy. | would like to extend my sin-
cere gratitude to Ms. Conklin and wish her the
best in her future endeavors.
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HONORING HAYDEN MARCHANT’S
GRADUATION FROM THE
HOCKADAY SCHOOL

HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to Hayden Marie Marchant’s graduation
from The Hockaday School in Dallas, Texas.
Hayden entered The Hockaday School as a
pre-K student and attended the school for her
entire academic career. Her graduation, years
in the making, as she highly distinguished her-
self both inside and outside of the classroom
and earned the respect of her peers and
teachers.

Among her many accomplishments at
Hockaday was to serve as the editor of the
school yearbook Cornerstones. The Hockaday
yearbook is an exceptional annual challenge,
trying to capture the year for the over 1,000
students coming not just from the Dallas/Ft.
Worth metroplex, but from across Texas and
the globe. This was in addition to her many
athletic talents, being a member of the high
school crew, soccer, and track & field teams.

Her extracurricular experiences were not
limited to journalism and sports, but also in-
cluded a significant focus on religious life and
values. Hayden frequently led Bible study at
Hockaday and served as an active member of
North Dallas Young Life. She is also a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church and is a major vol-
unteer at the Fields Youth Group. Each Sun-
day morning, she manages the sound and
lights for the youth service, mainly out of view,
but her service is essential. She has dem-
onstrated servant leadership at both ends of
the spectrum, being out in front and behind
the scenes. This balanced leadership ap-
proach will serve her well in the future and will
benefit many as she continues to grow.

Hayden is the daughter of proud parents
Matthew and Lindsay Marchant of Dallas and
the sister of Kendall who graduated from
Hockaday two years ago. Her supportive
grandparents, Rodney and Sherry Hill of Fris-
co, and Kenny and Donna Marchant of
Coppell, join in celebrating her graduation.

The Hockaday School prides itself on their
four cornerstones of character, courtesy,
scholarship, and athletics. For fourteen years,
Hayden has lived up to and excelled at these
school values, and they will guide her well as
she starts college.

Hayden Marchant will attend Baylor Univer-
sity in Waco, Texas in the fall of 2024. Hay-
den was admitted to the Hankamer Scholars
and Business Fellows programs, as well as
the Honors College. Hayden has chosen to be
a Business Fellow which is a highly selective
program for high-ability students. Through the
Business Fellows program, Hayden will be a
student in both entrepreneurship and religion.
She has already taken the entrepreneurship
mantra very seriously at a young age, as she
is the creator and head designer of the Rock-
ing M Beads jewelry business.
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| ask all of my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Hayden Marchant on her high school
graduation and all of her classmates on this
important milestone. Our best wishes for her
continued success as she starts her studies at
Baylor University this fall, sic’em Bears.

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW HARE

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor the service of one of my
constituents, Lt. Matthew Hare, of the Inver-
ness Fire Department. For the past three
years, the Inverness Fire Department has
been going through a rebuilding phase. Lt.
Hare has been a vital part of this process and
has been the go-to guy for any project that
needs to be completed. He is constantly work-
ing to improve his skills and further his edu-
cation. His excellent work ethic has allowed
him to become one of the department leaders
and he is a role model to his peers. Lt. Hare
operates in a manner that brings great credit
to himself, his family, the City, and the citizens
he serves.

These are just a few examples of the hard
work, dedication, eagerness to help, and serv-
ant leadership that Lt. Hare exhibits every day
when he goes to work. He is a shining exam-
ple of what it means to be an Inverness First
Responder. His work ethic should be a bench-
mark for which other first responders should
strive to attain. It is evident that Lt. Hare has
made a profoundly positive impact on our
community and is qualified to be recognized
as a First Responder of the Year for Florida’s
12th Congressional District.

———

RECOGNIZING HANDS OF THE
CARPENTER

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Hands of the Carpenter from
Golden, Colorado on receiving the 2024 Gold-
en Rotary Club’s Ethics in Business Award.

For over two decades, Hands of the Car-
penter has provided crucial support to single
mothers through free and low-cost automobile
repairs and maintenance. Hands of the Car-
penter has grown significantly since its incep-
tion, going from assisting a handful of women
each year to helping over 600 last year alone.
For many single mothers, a reliable vehicle
can make a world of difference. Hands of the
Carpenter helps bring stability to often uncer-
tain circumstances.

On behalf of the people of Colorado’s Sev-
enth Congressional District, it is my honor to
recognize the Hands of the Carpenter organi-
zation for all they do for our community.

May 16, 2024
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK T. McHENRY

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen circumstances, | was unable to cast my
votes for H. Res. 1210, H.R. 4510, H.R. 6571,
and H.R. 3950. Had | been present, | would
have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 202; YEA on
Roll Call No. 205; YEA on Roll Call No. 211;
and YEA on Roll Call No. 212.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
MRS. ANN DOUGHERTY KRAUS

HON. MARC A. VEASEY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the life and accomplishments of
Mrs. Ann Dougherty Kraus—a pillar of our
Dallas community.

Mrs. Kraus’s journey is one of remarkable
achievements and selflessness. She grad-
uated second in her class from Western Ken-
tucky University. She subsequently moved to
Japan in 1952 to care for American soldiers
injured in the Korean War. She later married
William Kraus in France in 1956.

A Dallas resident from 1959 until 2024, Mrs.
Kraus was a giant in our community. She
raised her four children here, along with her
community service as a member of the Dallas
County Medical Alliance, Medical Center
Board, and President of the Parent’'s Club at
the St. Mark’s School of Texas. She was also
a member of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish in
Dallas, Texas.

My heart goes out to all who knew and
loved Ann, especially her sister, Margie Joy,
her children, Greg, Peter, Sharon, and Ste-
phen, her six grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. May her memory be a source
of comfort and strength.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 16, 2024

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, | missed
the first vote in the 4:45 p.m. vote series on
final passage of H.R. 7530, the DC Crimes
Act on May 15, 2024. Had | been present, |
would have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 201,
on the final passage of H.R. 7530, the DC
Crimes Act.
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Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

See Final Résumé of Congressional Activity (including the History of
Bills) for the First Session of the 118th Congress.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $3741-83762

Measures Introduced: Fourteen bills and nine reso-
lutions were introduced, as follows: S. 4353—-4366,
S.J. Res. 86-88, and S. Res. 694—699.

Pages S3754-55

Measures Reported:

S. 594, to require the Secretary of Agriculture and
the Secretary of the Interior to prioritize the comple-
tion of the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail,
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. (S.
Rept. No. 118-175)

S. 636, to establish the Dolores River National
Conservation Area and the Dolores River Special
Management Area in the State of Colorado, to pro-
tect private water rights in the State, with amend-
ments. (S. Rept. No. 118-176)

S. 2615, to amend the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act to provide that Village Corporations
shall not be required to convey land in trust to the
State of Alaska for the establishment of Municipal
Corporations. (S. Rept. No. 118-177)

S. 3045, to provide for the transfer of administra-
tive jurisdiction over certain Federal land in the
State of California, with amendments. (S. Rept. No.
118-178)

S. 3046, to make permanent the authority to col-
lect Shasta-Trinity National Forest marina fees. (S.
Rept. No. 118-179)

S. 1979, to amend title 9 of the United States
Code with respect to arbitration of disputes involv-
ing age discrimination. Page S3753

Measures Passed:

Securities and Exchange Commission Rule: By
60 yeas to 38 nays (Vote No. 169), Senate passed
H.J. Res. 109, providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States
Code, of the rule submitted by the Securities and
Exchange Commission relating to “Staff Accounting
Bulletin No. 121", Pages S3741-45

Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month: Senate
agreed to S. Res. 695, expressing support for the
designation of May 2024 as “Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month”. Pages S3755, S3760

Honoring the Life of Carl Daniel Erskine: Sen-
ate agreed to S. Res. 696, honoring the life and leg-
acy of Carl Daniel Erskine. Pages S3755, S3760

National Police Week: Senate agreed to S. Res.
697, designating the week of May 12 through May
18, 2024, as “National Police Week”.

Pages S3755, S3760

Veterans Get Outside Day: Senate agreed to S.
Res. 698, expressing support for the designation of
June 9, 2024, as “Veterans Get Outside Day”.

Pages S3755, S3760

25th Annwual National Charter Schools Week:
Senate agreed to S. Res. 699, congratulating the stu-
dents, parents, teachers, and leaders of charter
schools across the United States for making ongoing
contributions to education and supporting the ideals
and goals of the 25th Annual National Charter
Schools Week, to be held May 12 through May 18,
2024. Pages $3755, S3760
Aframe Nomination—Agreement: Senate resumed
consideration of the nomination of Seth Robert
Aframe, of New Hampshire, to be United States Cit-
cuit Judge for the First Circuit. Pages S3746-47

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 52 yeas to 43 nays (Vote No. EX. 171), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Page S3747

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that all time on the nomination be considered
expired and the vote on confirmation of the nomina-
tion be at 5:30 p.m., on Monday, May 20, 2024.

Page S3747

Lanham Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Krissa M. Lanham,
of Arizona, to be United States District Judge for
the District of Arizona. Pages S3747-48

A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Seth Robert Aframe, of New
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Hampshire, to be United States Circuit Judge for
the First Circuit. Pages S3747-48
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S3747
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S3747
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the nomi-
nation at approximately 3 p.m., on Monday, May
20, 2024. Page S3761

Martinez Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Angela M. Martinez,
of Arizona, to be United States District Judge for
the District of Arizona. Pages S3748-50
A motion was entered to close further debate on
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition
of the nomination of Krissa M. Lanham, of Arizona,
to be United States District Judge for the District
of Arizona. Page S3748
Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action:
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session. Page S3748
Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.  Page S3748

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination:

By 90 yeas to 4 nays (Vote No. EX. 170), Camela
C. Theeler, of South Dakota, to be United States
District Judge for the District of South Dakota.

Pages S3745-46, S3762
Messages from the House: Pages S3751-52
Measures Referred: Page S3752
Measures Read the First Time: Page S3752
Executive Communications: Pages $3752-53
Executive Reports of Committees: Pages S3753-54
Additional Cosponsors: Pages S3755-57

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S3757-60

Additional Statements: Page S3751
Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S3760
Privileges of the Floor: Page S3760

Record Votes: Three record votes were taken today.
(Total—171) Pages S3745-47

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 3:51 p.m., until 3 p.m. on Monday, May
20, 2024. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
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the Acting Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S3761.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported 3,549 nominations in the Army, Navy,
Air Force, and Marine Corps.

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded
open and closed hearings to examine the posture of
the Department of the Navy in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for Fiscal Year 2025
and the Future Years Defense Program, after receiv-
ing testimony from Carlos Del Toro, Secretary of the
Navy, Admiral Lisa M. Franchetti, USN, Chief of
Naval Operations, and General Eric M. Smith,
USMC, Commandant of the Marine Corps, all of the
Department of Defense.

U.S. FINANCIAL REGULATORS

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded an oversight hearing to exam-
ine United States financial regulators, focusing on
accountability and financial stability, including S.
2190, a bill to amend the Federal Deposit Insurance
Act to increase bank executive accountability and to
improve financial stability, after receiving testimony
from Michael S. Barr, Vice Chair for Supervision,
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System;
Martin J. Gruenberg, Chairman, Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation; and Michael J. Hsu, Acting
Comptroller of the Currency, Department of the
Treasury.

FOREST SERVICE BUDGET

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee
concluded a hearing to examine the President’s pro-
posed budget request for fiscal year 2025 for the
Forest Service, after receiving testimony from Randy
Moore, Chief, Forest Service, Department of Agri-
culture.

RURAL HEALTH CARE

Committee on Finance: Committee concluded a hearing
to examine rural health care, focusing on supporting
lives and improving communities, after receiving
testimony from Keith J. Mueller, University of Iowa
College of Public Health Rural Policy Research In-
stitute, Jowa City; Lori Rodefeld, Rural Wisconsin
Health Cooperative, Sauk City; Michael Topchik,
Chartis Center for Rural Health, Chicago, Illinois;
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and Jeremy Davis, Grande Ronde Hospital, La
Grande, Oregon.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE MODERNIZATION

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine Department of State mod-
ernization and management, focusing on building a
Department to address 21st century challenges, after
receiving testimony from Richard R. Verma, Deputy
Secretary of State for Management and Resources.

DENTAL CARE CRISIS

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the den-
tal care crisis in America, focusing on making dental
care more affordable and more available, after receiv-
ing testimony from Lisa Simon, Brigham and Wom-
en’s Hospital and Harvard Medical School, and
Myechia Minter-Jordan, CareQuest Institute for Oral
Health, both of Boston, Massachusetts; Brian J.
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Swann, Remote Area Medical, Rockford, Tennessee,
on behalf of the National Dental Association; and
Gordon R. Isbell III, Academy of General Dentistry,
Gadsden, Alabama.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following bills:

S. 930, to amend the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide public safety of-
ficer benefits for exposure-related cancers, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute;

S. 3335, to amend the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to establish a grant
program to help law enforcement agencies with ci-
vilian law enforcement tasks, with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute; and

S. 4235, to amend the Omnibus Crime Control
and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to reauthorize grants to
support for law enforcement officers and families.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 26 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 8418-8443; and 12 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 144-149; and H. Res. 1232-1237, were intro-
duced. Pages H3327-29

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H3330-31

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Miller (IL) to act as Speak-
er pro tempore for today. Page H3277

Recess: The House recessed at 11:09 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m. Page H3284

Recess: The House recessed at 3:28 p.m. and recon-
vened at 4 p.m. Page H3308

LEOSA Reform Act: The House passed H.R. 354,
to amend title 18, United States Code, to improve
the Law Enforcement Officer Safety Act and provi-
sions relating to the carrying of concealed weapons
by law enforcement officers, by a yea-and-nay vote of
221 yeas to 185 nays, Roll No. 213.

Pages H3294-97, H3308

Pursuant to the Rule, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules
Committee Print 118-34 shall be considered as
adopted, in lieu of the amendment in the nature of

a substitute recommended by the Committee on the
Judiciary now printed in the bill. Pages H3294-95

H. Res. 1227, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 8369), (H.R. 7530), (H.R. 7343),
(H.R. 8146), (H.R. 7581), (H.R. 354) and the reso-
lutions (H. Res. 1213) and (H. Res. 1210) was
agreed to yesterday, May 15th.

Police Our Border Act: The House passed H.R.
8146, to require a report by the Attorney General
on the impact the border crisis is having on law en-
forcement at the Federal, State, local, and Tribal
level, by a yea-and-nay vote of 254 yeas to 157 nays,
Roll No. 215. Pages H3297-S3308, $3308-10

Pursuant to the Rule, the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the Committee
on the Judiciary now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted in the House and in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. Page H3302

Agreed to:

D’Esposito amendment (No. 3 printed in part B
of H. Rept. 118-511) that adds a provision to the
required report to also include the impact that the
Biden border crisis has had on law enforcement re-
cruitment; Page H3302

Nunn amendment (No. 4 printed in part B of H.
Rept. 118-511) that requires the attorney general’s
report to include costs States had to expend on local
law enforcement efforts to investigate, intercept, and
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process, which includes the collection, analysis, stor-
age, and eventual destruction, fentanyl trafficked
from the United States border; Pages H3302-04

Nunn amendment (No. 5 printed in part B of H.
Rept. 118-511) that requires the attorney general’s
report to include data on how many law enforcement
officers have been reassigned and local resources re-
allocated to investigate, intercept, and process as evi-
dence fentanyl trafficked from the United States bor-
der; Pages H3304-05

LaLota amendment (No. 7 printed in part B of H.
Rept. 118-511) that requires nationality of an illegal
alien to be reported on, once they have exposed a
law enforcement officer to fentanyl during an en-
counter at the border and in the United States; and

Pages H3306-07

Miller (IL) amendment (No. 8 printed in part B
of H. Rept. 118-511) that adds to the findings sec-
tion that it is in the best interest of law enforcement
officers and the communities they serve for President
Biden to use longstanding authorities, including
under section 212(f) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, to secure the southern border.

Pages H3307-08

Rejected:

Houlahan amendment (No. 6 printed in part B of
H. Rept. 118-511) that sought to strike Sec (2)
lines 17-19 and strike the word ‘Biden’ throughout
the text (by a recorded vote of 197 ayes to 213 noes,
Roll No. 214). Pages H3305-06, S3309

H. Res. 1227, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 8369), (H.R. 7530), (H.R. 7343),
(H.R. 8146), (H.R. 7581), (H.R. 354) and the reso-
lutions (H. Res. 1213) and (H. Res. 1210) was
agreed to yesterday, May 15th.

Israel Security Assistance Support Act: The
House passed H.R. 8369, to provide for the expedi-
tious delivery of defense articles and defense services
for Israel and other matters, by a yea-and-nay vote
of 224 yeas to 187 nays, Roll No. 217.

Pages H3287-94, S3310-11

Rejected the Meeks motion to recommit the bill
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs by a yea-and-
nay vote of 202 yeas to 210 nays, Roll No. 216.

Pages H3310-11

H. Res. 1227, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 8369), (H.R. 7530), (H.R. 7343),
(H.R. 8146), (H.R. 7581), (H.R. 354) and the reso-
lutions (H. Res. 1213) and (H. Res. 1210) was
agreed to yesterday, May 15th.

Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea-and-nay votes and
one recorded vote developed during the proceedings
of today and appear on pages H3308, H3309,
H3309-10, H3310-11, and H3311.
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Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:28 p.m.

Committee Meetings

APPROPRIATIONS—FEDERAL
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Committee on Appropriations: Subcommittee on Finan-
cial Services and General Government held a budget
hearing on the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. Testimony was heard from Jessica Rosenworcel,
Chairwoman, Federal Communications Commission;
and Brendan Carr, Commissioner, Federal Commu-
nications Commission.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on the Budget: Full Committee held a mark-
up on H.R. 8341, the “Cost Estimates Improvement
Act”; H.R. 8195, the “Strengthening Administrative
PAYGO Act of 2024”; H.R. 8342, the “Improper
Payments Transparency Act”; H.R. 8343, the “En-
hancing Improper Payment Accountability Act”; and
H.R. 8372, the “Debt Per Taxpayer Information
Act”. H.R. 8372 was ordered reported, as amended.
H.R. 8341, H.R. 8195, H.R. 8342 and H.R. 8343
were ordered reported, without amendment.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on
Health held a markup on H.R. 3227, the “Ensuring
Seniors” Access to Quality Care Act”; H.R. 468, the
“Building America’s Health Care Workforce Act”;
H.R. 3433, the “Give Kids a Chance Act”; H.R.
7188, the “Shandra Eisenga Human Cell and Tissue
Product Safety Act”; H.R. 6020, the “Honor Our
Living Donors Act”; H.R. 455, to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to fix a technical error in the
definitions; H.R. 7213, the “Autism Collaboration,
Accountability, Research, Education, and Support
Act of 2024”; H.R. 4534, the “Women and Lung
Cancer Research and Preventive Services Act of
2023”; H.R. 670, the “Think Differently Database
Act”; H.R. 8084, the “LIVE Beneficiaries Act”;
H.R. 7858, the “Telehealth Enhancement for Mental
Health Act of 2024”; H.R. 8111, to amend rtitle
XIX of the Social Security Act to ensure the reli-
ability of address information provided under the
Medicaid program; H.R. 8089, the “Medicare and
Medicaid Fraud Prevention Act of 2024”; H.R.
8112, to amend title XIX of the Social Security Act
to further require certain additional provider screen-
ing under the Medicaid program; H.R. 6033, the
“Supporting Patient Education And Knowledge Act
of 2023”; H.R. 7623, the “Telehealth Modernization
Act of 2024”; H.R. 1406, the “Sustainable
Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Services in the
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Home Act”; H.R. 7856, the “PREVENT DIABE-
TES Act”; H.R. 5394, the “Expanding Remote
Monitoring Access Act”; H.R. 1199, the “Facili-
tating Innovative Nuclear Diagnostics Act of 2023”;
and H.R. 4758, the “Accelerating Kids’ Access to
Care Act”. H.R. 3227, H.R. 468, H.R. 3433, H.R.
7188, H.R. 6020, H.R. 7213, H.R. 4534, H.R.
670, H.R. 7858, H.R. 8089, H.R. 8112, H.R.
6033, H.R. 7623, H.R. 1406, H.R. 7856, and H.R.
5394 were forwarded to the full Committee, as
amended. H.R. 455, H.R. 8084, H.R. 8111, H.R.
1199, H.R. 4758 were forwarded to the full Com-

mittee, without amendment.
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held
a markup on H.R. 758, the “Promoting Access to
Capital in Underbanked Communities Act”; H.R.
3161, the “CDFI Fund Transparency Act’; H.R.
8337, the “Bank Resilience and Regulatory Im-
provement Act”; H.R. 8338, the “Clarity in Lending
Act”; H.R. 8339, the “SEC Reform and Restruc-
turing Act”; H.R. 4551, the “Protecting Investors’
Personally Identifiable Information Act”; H.R. 8302,
the “HUD Evaluation and Optimization Act of
2024”; H.R. 3507, the “Yes in My Backyard Act”;
H.R. 7480, the “Disabled Veterans Housing Support
Act”; H.R. 8340, the “Housing Unhoused Disabled
Veterans Act”’; and H.J. Res. 100, providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission relating to “Cy-
bersecurity Risk Management, Strategy, Governance,
and Incident Disclosure”. H.R. 758, H.R. 3161,
H.R. 8337, H.R. 8338, H.R. 8339, H.R. 4551,
H.R. 8302, H.R. 3507, H.R. 7480, and H.R. 8340
were ordered reported, as amended. H.J. Res. 100
was ordered reported, without amendment.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Full Committee held a
markup on H.R. 8361, to impose sanctions with re-
spect to economic or industrial espionage by foreign
adversarial companies, and for other purposes; H.R.
8152, to amend the Export Control Reform Act of
2018 to provide for control of remote access of
items, and for other purposes; H.R. 3012, to reau-
thorize the North Korean Human Rights Act of
2004, and for other purposes; H.R. 8001, to impose
sanctions on the Houthis for attacks on international
shipping, and for other purposes; H.R. 8046, to im-
pose sanctions with respect to Rosatom, and for
other purposes; H.R. 3246, to authorize the imposi-
tion of sanctions with respect to any foreign person
endangering the integrity or safety of the
Zaporzhzhia nuclear power plant; H.R. 681, to reau-
thorize the READ Act; H.R. 8310, to require strate-
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gies on United States policy towards the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, and for other purposes; H.R.
7586, to establish a Department of State Domestic
Protection Mission relating to unmanned aircraft sys-
tem and unmanned aircraft; H.R. 8368, to establish
a Coordinator for Afghan Relocation Efforts in the
Department of State, and for other purposes; H. Res.
1056, recognizing the importance of trilateral co-
operation among the United States, Japan, and South
Korea; H. Res. 1063, reaffirming the United States
full and unwavering commitment to the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization in its 75th anniversary
year and its goals of achieving collective security
through transatlantic partnerships; H.R. 8362, to di-
rect the Secretary of State to host regular U.S.-Africa
Leaders Summits, and for other purposes; and H.R.
8234, to authorize the Secretary of State to designate
additional persons eligible to serve as passport ac-
ceptance agents, and for other purposes. H.R. 3012,
H. Res. 1063, H.R. 8310, H.R. 8046, H.R. 3246,
H.R. 8234, and H.R. 8368 were ordered reported,
as amended. H.R. 8361, H.R. 8152, H. Res. 1056,
H.R. 8001, H.R. 681, H.R. 8362, and H.R. 7586

were ordered reported, without amendment.

UNMANNED AERIAL SYSTEMS: AN
EXAMINATION OF THE USE OF DRONES IN
EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Committee on  Homeland Security: Subcommittee on
Emergency Management and Technology; and Sub-
committee on Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement,
and Intelligence held a joint hearing entitled “Un-
manned Aerial Systems: An Examination of the Use
of Drones in Emergency Response”. Testimony was
heard from Kaz Daughtry, Deputy Commissioner,
Operations, New York City Police Department; John
M. Chell, Chief of Patrol, Patrol Services Bureau,
New York City Police Department; and public wit-
nesses.

SECURITY RISK: THE UNPRECEDENTED
SURGE IN CHINESE ILLEGAL
IMMIGRATION

Committee on  Homeland Security: Subcommittee on
Oversight, Investigations, and Accountability held a
hearing entitled “Security Risk: The Unprecedented
Surge in Chinese Illegal Immigration”. Testimony
was heard from public witnesses.

AMERICAN CONFIDENCE IN ELECTIONS:
PREVENTING NONCITIZEN VOTING AND
OTHER FOREIGN INTERFERENCE

Commattee on Howuse Administration: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “American Confidence in
Elections: Preventing Noncitizen Voting and Other
Foreign Interference”. Testimony was heard from



D510

Cord Byrd, Secretary of State, Florida; and public
witnesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee held a
markup on a Report Recommending that the House
of Representatives Cite United States Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick B. Garland for Contempt of Congress;
and H.R. 7803, to amend title 35, United States
Code, to provide a good faith exception to the impo-
sition of certain fines, and for other purposes. A Re-
port Recommending that the House of Representa-
tives Cite United States Attorney General Merrick B.
Garland for Contempt of Congress was ordered re-
ported, as amended. H.R. 7803 was ordered re-
ported, without amendment.

EXAMINING THE COUNCIL ON
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY FISCAL YEAR
2025 BUDGET REQUEST AND RELATED
POLICY MATTERS

Committee on Natural Resources: Full Committee held
a hearing entitled “Examining the Council on Envi-
ronmental Quality Fiscal Year 2025 Budget Request
and Related Policy Matters”. Testimony was heard
from Brenda Mallory, Chair, Council on Environ-
mental Quality, Executive Office of the President.

EXAMINING THE PRESIDENT’S FY 2025
BUDGET PROPOSAL FOR THE U.S. BUREAU
OF RECLAMATION, U.S. FISH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE, NATIONAL OCEANIC
AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION,
AND THE POWER MARKETING
ADMINISTRATIONS

Committee on  Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Water, Wildlife and Fisheries held a hearing entitled
“Examining the President’s FY 2025 Budget Pro-
posal for the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and the Power Marketing
Administrations”.  Testimony was heard from
Camille Touton, Commissioner, Bureau of Reclama-
tion, Department of the Interior; Martha Williams,
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior; Richard Spinrad, Under Secretary of
Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and Adminis-
trator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, Department of Commerce; John Hairston,
Administrator and Chief Executive Officer, Bonne-
ville Power Administration, Department of Energy,
Portland, Oregon; Tracey LeBeau, Administrator and
Chief Executive Officer, Western Area Power Ad-
ministration, Department of Energy, Lakewood, Col-
orado; Mike Wech, Administrator, Southwestern
Power Administration, Department of Energy, Tulsa,
Oklahoma; and Virgil Hobbs, Administrator and
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Chief Executive Officer, Southeastern Power Admin-
istration, Department of Energy, Elberton, Georgia.

OVERSEEING THE OVERSEERS: A HEARING
WITH NIH DEPUTY DIRECTOR LAWRENCE
TABAK

Committee on Ouversight and Accountability: Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Pandemic held a hear-
ing entitled “Overseeing the Overseers: A Hearing
with NIH Deputy Director Lawrence Tabak”. Testi-
mony was heard from Lawrence Tabak, Principal
Deputy Director, National Institutes of Health, De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

INTRUDER ALERT: ASSESSING THE
CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY’S ONGOING
INFILTRATION OF U.S. MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS

Committee  on  Quersight and — Accountability:  Sub-
committee on National Security, the Border, and
Foreign Affairs held a hearing entitled “Intruder
Alert: Assessing the CCP’s Ongoing Infiltration of
U.S. Military Installations”. Testimony was heard
from John Dixson, Director for Defense Intelligence,
Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Intel-
ligence and Security, Department of Defense; and
Jill  Murphy, Deputy Assistant Director, China
Branch, Counterintelligence Division, Federal Bureau
of Investigation. A portion of this hearing was
closed.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE

Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Full Com-
mittee held a markup on a resolution recommending
that the House of Representatives find Attorney
General Merrick B. Garland in Contempt of Con-
gress for refusal to comply with a subpoena duly
issued by the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability. A resolution recommending that the House
of Representatives find Attorney General Merrick B.
Garland in Contempt of Congress for refusal to com-
ply with a subpoena duly issued by the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability was ordered re-
ported, as amended.

OVERSIGHT AND EXAMINATION OF THE
NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION’S
PRIORITIES FOR 2025 AND BEYOND

Committee on  Science, Space, and Technology: Sub-
committee on Research and Technology held a hear-
ing entitled “Oversight and Examination of the Na-
tional Science Foundation’s Priorities for 2025 and
Beyond”. Testimony was heard from Sethuraman
Panchanathan, Director, National Science Founda-
tion; and a public witness.
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ENSURING VA’S SECURITY: HOW CAN
CONGRESS BEST SUPPORT VA’S LAW
ENFORCEMENT

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations held a hearing entitled “En-
suring VA’s Security: How Can Congress Best Sup-
port VA’s Law Enforcement”. Testimony was heard
from Alfred Montoya, Deputy Assistant Under Sec-
retary for Health Operations, Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, Department of Veterans Affairs; and
public witnesses.

ALL ROADS LEADING TO BEIJING? THE
CCP’S GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT OFFENSIVE

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party: Full
Committee held a hearing entitled “All Roads Lead-
ing to Beijing? The CCP’s Global Development Of-
fensive”. Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

Joint Meetings
UKRAINE

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe: Com-
mission concluded a hearing to examine Ukraine and
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its defensive needs, ongoing battlefield dynamics,
and policy recommendations to inform the develop-
ment of future military aid packages, after receiving
testimony from Nataliya Bugayova, Institute for the
Study of War; John Herbst, Atlantic Council; and
Michael Ryan, former Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense.

N —

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
MAY 17, 2024

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate

No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

Committee on Foreign Affairs, Subcommittee on Global
Health, Global Human Rights, and International Organi-
zations, hearing entitled “Eliminating U.S. Aid to Terror-
ists—New Policies for the U.S. Government and Its Part-
ners”’, 2 p.m., 2172 Rayburn.
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Final Résumé of Congressional Activity

FIRST SESSION OF THE ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS

The first table gives a comprehensive résumé of all legislative business transacted by the Senate and House.
The second table accounts for all nominations submitted to the Senate by the President for Senate confirmation.

DATA ON LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY
January 3, 2023 through January 3, 2024

Senate House
Days in session .........cccccoevvviiiiinicenene. 178 182
Time in SESSION ...cccvvvrveeveeeiieieeeiaeenns 841 hrs., 117 657 hrs., 43"
Congressional Record:
Pages of proceedings ..........cc...... 6,087 7,031
Extensions of Remarks ................ .. 1,270
Public bills enacted into law ............... 40 23
Private bills enacted into law
Bills in conference .. ..
Measures passed, total ..o 401 330
Senate bills .....ccoovvieiiiiiiiiiins 84 12
House bills 19 186
Senate joint resolutions .............. 7 4
House joint resolutions ............... 10 13
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 1 ..
House concurrent resolutions ...... 6 11
Simple resolutions 274 104
Measures reported, total *256 332
Senate bills .....ccoocvvieiiiiiiiiiis 223 ..
House bills 274
Senate joint resolutions ..
House joint resolutions ............... .. 11
Senate concurrent resolutions ...... 2 ..
House concurrent resolutions ...... .. 5
Simple resolutions ............ccccee.e. 31 42
Special reports 19 5
Conference reports 1 1
Measures pending on calendar ............. 236 156
Measures introduced, total 4,149 8,036
3,555 6,903
Joint resolutions ........cccceceevernnene 53 106
Concurrent resolutions 24 81
Simple resolutions 517 946
Quorum calls .....ccooceviiiiiiniiin, 2 5
Yea-and-nay votes .........cccoceverreuinne. 352 274
Recorded votes .......ccocveniiiiiiniiiien, .. 445
Bills vetoed .......ccoocevieiiiriiniiiieeeeen 4 5

Vetoes overridden .......ccccoevvvieniiencen.

Total

588

12,185

*These figures include all measures reported, even if there was no accom-

panying report. A total of 148 written reports have been filed in the Senate,

338 reports have been filed in the House.

DISPOSITION OF EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS
January 3, 2023 through January 3, 2024

Civilian nominees, totaling 402, disposed of as follows:

CONFITME ..ottt 188

Unconfirmed .......oooeiiiiiiiiii e 95

Withdrawn 9

Returned to the White House 110
Other Civilian nominees, totaling 1,901, disposed of as follows:

Confirmed 1,156

Unconfirmed 745
Air Force nominees, totaling 6,063, disposed of as follows:

Confirmed . 5,952

Unconfirmed 111
Army nominees, totaling 8,714, disposed of as follows:

CoNfIrmMed ....oiiiiiiiiiii e 6,808

Unconfirmed .....cc.oooooiviiiiiiiiece e 1,906
Navy nominees, totaling 5,025, disposed of as follows:

CONFITME ..iiiiiieiiieiieiee ettt 5,018

Unconfirmed .......ooooiiiiiiiiii e 7
Marine Corps nominees, totaling 2,426, disposed of as follows:

CONFITMEA ..o 2,420

Unconfirmed ......covieieierieiieiece e 6
Space Force nominees, totaling 815, disposed of as follows:

CONFITME .oiiiiiiiiicii e 813

Unconfirmed .......ocooiiiiiiiiiiiiecic e 2

Summary

Total nominees carried over from the First Session 0
Total nominees received this Session . 25,346
Total confirmed 22,355
Total unconfirmed 2,872
Total withdrawn 9
Total returned to the White HOUSE ...cccoeviiiriiiiiiiiiiiiiinicciceceeee, 110



HISTORY OF BILLS ENACTED
INTO PUBLIC LAW

(118th Cong., 1st Sess.)
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BILLS ENACTED INTO PUBLIC LAW (118TH, 1ST SESSION)

Law No. Law No. Law No. Law No.
S. S. 2747 oo H.R 118-21 H.R. : 118-5 H.J. Res. 26 ........... 118-1
S. S. 2787 H.R ... 118-32 H.R. .. 118-13
S. S. 2795 i HR e 118-23 H.R. .. 118-17 H.J. Res. 62 ........... 118-28
g- HR oo 118-14 E%' . 118-15
. H.R. 346 H.R ... 118-31 .R. .. 118-22 H.J. Res. 63 oo, 118-29
S. H.R. 366 ... HR ... 118-33 | HR. 118-34 J
S. HR. 423 e 118-11 | HR .. 118-24 HJ. Res. 64 ......... 118-30
S. H.R. 1096 .............. 118-10 | H.R 118-12 H]J. 118-3

BILLS VETOED

H.J. Res. 30, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the Department of Labor relating to “Prudence and Loyalty in Selecting Plan Investments and Exercising Shareholder Rights”.
Vetoed Mar. 20, 2023.

H.J. Res. 27, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers, Department of Defense and the Environmental Protection Agency relating
to “Revised Definition of “Waters of the United States™. Vetoed Apr. 6, 2023.

H.J. Res. 39, disapproving the rule submitted by the Department of Commerce relating to “Procedures Covering Suspension
of Liquidation, Duties and Estimated Duties in Accord With Presidential Proclamation 10414”. Vetoed May 16, 2023.

H.J. Res. 42, disapproving the action of the District of Columbia Council in approving the Comprehensive Policing and
Justice Reform Amendment Act of 2022. Vetoed May 25, 2023.

H.J. Res. 45, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the Department of Education relating to “Waivers and Modifications of Federal Student Loans”. Vetoed June 7, 2023.

S.J. Res. 11, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the Environmental Protection Agency relating to “Control of Air Pollution From New Motor Vehicles: Heavy-Duty Engine
and Vehicle Standards”. Vetoed June 14, 2023.

S.J. Res. 9, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service relating to “Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken;
Threatened Status with Section 4(d) Rule for the Northern Distinct Population Segment and Endangered Status for the Southern
Distinct Population Segment”. Vetoed Sept. 26, 2023.

S.J. Res. 24, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service relating to “Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered Species
Status for Northern Long-Eared Bat”. Vetoed Sept. 26, 2023.

S.J. Res. 32, providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted
by the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection relating to “Small Business Lending Under the Equal Credit Opportunity Act
(Regulation B)”. Vetoed Dec. 19, 2023.
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May 16, 2024

Next Meeting of the SENATE
3 p.m., Monday, May 20

Senate Chamber

Program for Monday: Senate will resume consideration
of the nomination of Krissa M. Lanham, of Arizona, to

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
9 a.m., Friday, May 17

House Chamber

Program for Friday: Consideration of H. Res. 1211—
A resolution regarding violence against law enforcement

be United States District Judge for the District of Ari-  officers.
zona.

At 5:30 p.m., Senate will vote on confirmation of the
nomination of Seth Robert Aframe, of New Hampshire,

to be United States Circuit Judge for the First Circuit.

Extensions of Remarks, as inserted in this issue
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