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The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 9, 2024, at 12 p.m.

The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable
TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a Senator from the
State of Illinois.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Precious Lord, we praise You with all
our hearts because even when wrong
seems to rule, you remain sovereign.
You are our strength for today and our
hope for tomorrow.

As our lawmakers open their hearts
to You, may they sense that Your pres-
ence is as pervasive in statecraft as in
religion. Illuminate their finite minds
with Your eternal light, giving them
wisdom beyond their own. Lord, re-
mind our Senators that some problems
You will not solve until they are ready
to be used by You in working out the
solutions.

We pray in your awesome Name.
Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
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to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, April 8, 2024.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable TAMMY DUCKWORTH, a
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Ms. DUCKWORTH thereupon as-
sumed the Chair as Acting President
pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR—S.J. RES. 67, S.J. RES. 68,
S.J. RES. 69

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
understand there are three joint reso-
lutions at the desk due for a second
reading en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the joint reso-
lutions by title for the second time en
bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 67) to provide
for related procedures concerning the arti-
cles of impeachment against Alejandro Nich-
olas Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 68) providing
for the issuance of a summons, providing for
the appointment of a committee to receive
and to report evidence, and establishing re-
lated procedures concerning the articles of
impeachment against Alejandro Nicholas
Mayorkas.

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 69) to provide
for related procedures concerning the arti-
cles of impeachment against Alejandro Nich-
olas Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, in
order to place the joint resolutions on
the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I would object to further pro-
ceedings en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the joint reso-
lutions will be placed on the calendar.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
the Senate gavels back into session
today to pick up right where we left off
in March: confirming more of Presi-
dent Biden’s outstanding nominees and
advancing legislation that protects and
serves the American people.

There is much the Senate has to ac-
complish in the coming weeks, and get-
ting anything done—anything—will re-
quire bipartisan cooperation. It is not
easy but nevertheless essential.

Today, the Senate will commence by
voting to invoke cloture on the nomi-
nation of Susan Bazis to be a U.S. dis-
trict court judge for the District of Ne-
braska. I have also filed cloture on the
nominations of Robert White to be a
district judge for the Eastern District
of Maryland and the nomination of
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Ann Marie McIff Allen to be a district
judge for the District of Utah.

On the legislative front, Congress has
until April 19 to pass an extension of
FISA’s national security authorities.
That is the next major deadline we face
on the calendar. Preventing FISA from
lapsing will take bipartisan coopera-
tion and swift action. The House is cur-
rently working on the best path for-
ward on FISA, and the Senate stands
ready to jump into action to prevent
this important national security au-
thority from lapsing. We must get
FISA done this work period.

As the Congress gavels back into ses-
sion, I also urge Speaker JOHNSON and
House Republicans to snap out of their
paralysis and pass the Senate’s na-
tional security supplemental. The situ-
ation in Ukraine is desperate. Speaker
JOHNSON has now sat on his hands for
55 days as the national security supple-
mental has collected dust in the House.
That is 55 days of America standing on
the sidelines while our friends in
Ukraine fight and die on the battlefield
with no support; 55 days of our Euro-
pean allies wondering when the United
States will step up. With each passing
day, Ukraine continues to run out of
ammo, continues to run out of soldiers,
and continues to run out of hope that
it can successfully expel the Russians
from their borders.

Let’s be blunt. The biggest reason
Ukraine is losing the war is because
the hard right in Congress has para-
lyzed the United States from acting.
That is it. That is the reason. Speaker
JOHNSON has to decide for himself
whether or not he will do the right
thing for Ukraine, for America, and for
democracy, or if he will allow MAGA
Republicans to hand Vladimir Putin a
large victory.

I am confident that if the Speaker
puts the Senate’s national security
supplemental on the floor, it will pass.
It remains the best, quickest, and most
realistic way to get Ukraine the help it
needs.

So, again, there is a lot that the Sen-
ate must do in the coming weeks and
months, and to get anything done will
require bipartisan cooperation. I thank
my colleagues for their good work so
far in 2024 and look forward to working
with all of them to keep delivering for
the American people.

CAPITAL ONE AND DISCOVER
MERGER

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now on Capital One and Discover, near-
ly 2 months ago, Capital One and Dis-
cover quietly announced plans for an
unprecedented, multibillion-dollar
merger that in the long run could risk
higher costs for consumers and small
businesses alike.

Capital One and Discover are two of
the largest credit card-issuing institu-
tions in America. If they merge, the
new company would likely become the
largest credit card issuer in the United
States, with over 400 million cus-
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tomers. That could risk higher interest
rates, bigger fees, and diminished com-
petition.

But even so, most Americans today
have no idea that this merger is com-
ing, so yesterday I sent a letter to both
Capital One and Discover asking them
to share with my office more informa-
tion regarding antitrust and consumer
protections. I want to Kknow more
about market shares in this industry.
We have already had plenty of consoli-
dation throughout the economy. I want
to know about a potential increase in
fees. I want to know if workers will be
laid off. I would like to hear how con-
sumers are being made aware of this
deal.

One thing is certain about credit card
companies: Much of their bread and
butter is a myriad of fees and some-
times—sometimes—eye-popping inter-
est rates. That is why the proposed
merger of Capital One and Discover is
such a concern. History is very clear
that when big financial institutions get
even bigger, the American consumer
usually gets the short end of the stick.
So before a credit card merger takes a
potential swipe at consumers, every
question should be answered.

———

STUDENT LOAN DEBT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now on student loan debt, since the day
the President took office, I have urged
him to use every tool available to can-
cel as much student debt as possible.
Yesterday, the American people re-
ceived some exciting news. President
Biden, to his credit, announced a new
Executive action to provide student
debt relief to nearly 30 million more
Americans. Specifically, the Presi-
dent’s plan will automatically forgive
interest accrued on existing student
loans for 25 million borrowers. The
President’s plan will also automati-
cally cancel the full amount of debt for
over 4.5 million Americans who have
already qualified for forgiveness
through a decade in a repayment pro-
gram, and it will provide more than 10
million borrowers with at least $5,000
in debt relief.

This announcement is a clear sign
that the President is listening. He is
listening to Congress’s call to take ac-
tion, which I have done for years, and
he is listening to the pleas of millions
of borrowers who want to get their
lives back on track. So today’s an-
nouncement is good news. It is good
news for everyone, particularly for
young people and people of color.
Democrats will continue exploring
every option under the Sun to lower
costs and make college more afford-
able.

Already, the President’s plan has re-
moved the total debt burden for over 4
million Americans. This plan goes
much further. But, on the other hand,
unfortunately, our Republican col-
leagues continue to oppose student
debt relief and have wrapped their
arms firmly around the MAGA Su-
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preme Court’s cruel decision to block
student debt cancellation for millions
of Americans, and Democrats are going
to make sure the American people
won’t forget it.

————
RYAN CORBETT

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now on the Ryan Corbett resolution, it
has sadly been over 600 days since Ryan
Corbett, a New York native, has been
unjustly detained by the Taliban. Ryan
traveled there to renew his visa and
pay the local staff of his nonprofit
when he was taken without cause,
without explanation, without any sem-
blance of process.

Later this afternoon, I will meet with
the Corbett family to talk about our
efforts to bring Ryan home. His wife
Anna and their three children have
been so brave. I have met them already
a few times. They have been brave
through this tragic situation, and I am
in constant awe of their strength and
resolve.

Today, I am introducing a resolution,
alongside Leader MCCONNELL, calling
for Ryan’s immediate and uncondi-
tional release. I urge the Senate to
pass this resolution before Ryan’s
birthday, which is April 13.

Throughout this process, I have
worked closely with the Corbett fam-
ily, the White House, the State Depart-
ment, and other high-ranking officials
to make sure that Ryan’s safe return
remains a top priority. We made
progress last September when Ryan
was designated as ‘‘wrongfully de-
tained” by the State Department, giv-
ing his case a higher diplomatic pri-
ority, but we are still working.

Anna has spoken with Ryan a few
times, and he has been reportedly being
held in terrible conditions, which has
caused his health to deteriorate rap-
idly. So time is of the essence to get
him back.

As long as Ryan is held by the
Taliban, I will never stop fighting to
bring him back home and reunite him
with Anna, his children, and his family
as quickly as possible.

I want to thank Leader MCCONNELL
for joining me in this resolution and
everyone on both sides who has sup-
ported this resolution.

————

JUDICIAL CONFERENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
now on forum shopping, last month, I
wrote a letter to the chief judge of the
Northern District of Texas urging the
district to apply new reforms adopted
by the Judicial Conference to limit the
practice of judge shopping. I was dis-
appointed to learn that the chief judge
and his court have decided to ignore
the Judicial Conference’s reforms and
allow judge shopping to continue to
run rampant in his district.

The bottom line is this. It is very
simple. Judge shopping jaundices the
fairness of our entire legal system. No
one, regardless of ideology, should tol-
erate when interest groups cherry-pick
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judges of their choice to get a favor-
able outcome.

If courts like the Northern District
of Texas refuse to adopt commonsense
reforms to limit judge shopping, Con-
gress should consider legislation to end
this dangerous practice and restore
trust in our Federal judiciary.

—————

CHIPS AND SCIENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
Chips, well, this morning, another good
announcement from President Biden.
He and Commerce Secretary Raimondo
announced the preliminary agreement
with TSMC Arizona to provide billions
in Chips and Science incentives to sup-
port more than $65 billion in invest-
ments for three leading-edge fabs in
Phoenix, AZ.

Just like the announcement of
GlobalFoundries, Intel, and others, to-
day’s announcement proves Democrats
are delivering in a big way on our
promise to bring manufacturing back
to the United States, to strengthen our
national security, and to get ahead of
rising costs from supply chain short-
ages. Today’s announcement is pre-
cisely the kind of economic good news
we have worked for for years in the
Senate.

Five years ago, I approached my
friend Senator YOUNG and told him we
should work together on bipartisan leg-
islation to boost U.S. investment and
innovation in advanced manufacturing.
I knew that if America wanted to re-
main No. 1 in terms of scientific might
and industry, we had to get serious
about getting the Federal Government
to invest.

Thanks to the efforts of people like
Senators KELLY and BROWN and CANT-
WELL and WYDEN and WARNER and
many more, we passed Chips and
Science into law, and we are now deliv-
ering these historic investments to
power a new generation of American
manufacturing. And there is yet more
to come, with further investments in
projects like Micron’s proposed $100
billion project in Upstate New York.

So I am thrilled to see that Chips and
Science is delivering as intended and
congratulate President Biden and Sec-
retary Raimondo on this tremendous
effort.

————

SOLAR ECLIPSE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I have these glasses today, which
were given to me by the president of
Fordham University—special Fordham
eclipse glasses—so now I am going out-
side to my balcony to take a look at
the eclipse, which is reaching its peak
at about 87 percent right now.

I yield the floor.

———

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.
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CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Susan M. Bazis, of Nebraska,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of Nebraska.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
America’s adversaries are working
overtime to undermine our interests
and erode the alliances that protect
them.

And it is easy to concede that these
challenges as playing out exclusively
on the high seas of the Indo-Pacific or
the borderlands of Europe or the Mid-
dle East. But in reality, the competi-
tion is not an ‘‘away game.” America’s
greatest strategic rival is threatening
our security right here on U.S. soil in
tens of millions of American homes.

I am speaking, of course, of TikTok.
Today, 170 million Americans are ac-
tive users of the social media platform
that the People’s Republic of China
treats as a tool of surveillance and
propaganda.

TikTok officials like to insist that
U.S. wusers’ personal information,
browsing histories, Kkeystrokes, and
other sensitive data are kept out of the
reach of the PRC’s teams of censors
and propagandists. They claim that
what it shows young Americans is what
they want to see, not what the PRC
wants them to think. But the com-
pany’s own words shatter this fantasy:

Everything is seen in China.

That is the truth TikTok officials
were willing to admit in a leaked re-
cording from behind closed doors. And
it shouldn’t be all that surprising any-
way: Chinese law requires that
TikTok’s Beijing-based parent com-
pany coordinate closely with the PRC.

All sorts of social media platforms
can be fountains of disinformation and
propaganda. Just look at last week’s
news about the PRC’s efforts to manip-
ulate Taiwan’s elections with Twitter
accounts driven by AI.

But with TikTok, we are not talking
about meddling or hijacking an Amer-
ican platform. In this case, PRC influ-
ence and control has been baked in
from the very beginning.

With Beijing’s blessing, TikTok’s al-
gorithm pours gasoline on alarming
trends from the glorification of Hamas
terrorists to a particularly outrageous
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fad that emerged last year where
young people ‘‘discovered’ the wisdom
of Osama bin Laden.

I wish I was making this up. But let’s
be absolutely clear: This isn’t a debate
about restricting speech. After all, the
PRC does enough of that itself. Chinese
citizens are barred from accessing
TikTok at all.

No matter how loudly TikTok’s
apologists claim that reining in PRC
influence violates the First Amend-
ment, the question we will face is
about conduct, not content. I take a
backseat to no one when it comes to
protecting Americans’ First Amend-
ment rights. I have firmly defended
American’s right to even the most nox-
ious forms of free speech like flag burn-
ing. But there is a serious difference
between the views that Americans
might express on TikTok and the ac-
tions taken by a platform that is be-
holden to our foremost strategic com-
petitor.

Let me borrow an analogy from
someone who has been relentless on
this issue—FCC Commissioner Brendan
Carr. Here is what he had to say:

You can use a pen to write salacious anti-
American propaganda, and the government
can’t censor that content. Nor can it stop
Americans from seeking such messages out.
But if you use the same pen to pick a lock to
steal somebody else’s property, the govern-
ment could prosecute you for illegal con-
duct.

The PRC has spent years trying to
pick the lock of America’s communica-
tions infrastructure, and the Federal
Government has a long history of frus-
trating Beijing’s efforts.

Requiring the divestment of Beijing-
influenced entities from TikTok would
land squarely within established con-
stitutional precedent, and it would
begin to turn back the tide of an enor-
mous threat to America’s children and
to our Nation’s prospects in defining
the competition of the 21st century.

This is a matter that deserves
Congress’s urgent attention, and I will
support commonsense, bipartisan steps
to take one of Beijing’s favorite tools
of coercion and espionage off the table.

SUPPLEMENTAL GOVERNMENT FUNDING

Madam President, on a related mat-
ter, America’s national security de-
pends on sustained investment in both
cutting-edge capabilities and expanded
defense industrial capacity. That is
why I continue to insist on overdue
steps like the full-year Defense appro-
priations and national security supple-
mental the Senate passed earlier this
year. As 1 have said repeatedly,
outcompeting our top strategic adver-
sary, the PRC, means projecting Amer-
ican strength far, far beyond the Indo-
Pacific.

Beijing continues to menace Taiwan,
the Philippines, and other Asian part-
ners, but it is also conducting influence
campaigns across the developing world
and deepening its partnership with
Moscow and Tehran.

Our closest and strongest allies in
China’s backyard understand this re-
ality. Even as Japan deals with Chinese
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maritime incursions and predatory
trade practices at home, its leaders
continue to remind us that the threats
to Western prosperity and security are
all connected.

Prime Minister Kishida, who will
visit Washington this week and address
a joint session of Congress, said just
last week that ‘‘Russia’s aggression
against Ukraine . . . shakes the foun-
dation of the international order’ and
that ‘‘Japan will continue its coopera-
tion [with] Ukraine.”

Critically, our ally’s words are
backed up by actions. Over the past 2
years since Putin’s escalation, Japan
has pledged $12 billion to Ukraine’s re-
sistance. Prime Minister Kishida’s trip
to Kyiv last year made him the first
Japanese leader to visit a conflict zone
since World War II.

Just as importantly, Japan’s growing
investments in its Self-Defense Force,
including in cutting-edge capabilities
like long-range strike—have made
Japan an essential partner in deterring
aggression in the Indo-Pacific.

Today, there is still room to work
even more closely with committed al-
lies like Japan to protect our tech-
nology from Chinese theft, leverage our
advanced industries to improve collec-
tive security, and build more resilient
supply chains.

More and more, America’s allies and
partners—like the one we will welcome
this week—understand both the grav-
ity of the threats we face and the links
between them. But, if America intends
to remain the primary guarantor of our
own security, we have to lead by exam-
ple, and Congress has an opportunity to
do that this week.

RYAN CORBETT

Now, Madam President, on another
matter, the disastrous consequences of
America’s withdrawal from Afghani-
stan were both foreseeable and fore-
seen, and as Taliban rule terrorizes the
region and brutalizes the Afghan peo-
ple, it has also inflicted terrible pain
on American families.

I have worked closely with the fam-
ily of Ryan Corbett, an American cit-
izen detained in Afghanistan by the
Taliban.

For over a decade, prior to the fall of
Kabul, Ryan and his family Ilived
amongst the Afghan people, where they
served the community and ran a busi-
ness focused on providing Afghans with
education and training to start their
own businesses. As the Taliban re-
turned to power, the Corbett family
was forced to flee, but Ryan made the
difficult decision to return, hoping to
pay his staff and keep his business
afloat. And, on August 10, 2022, the
Taliban detained him without charge.

For 607 days, Ryan has been confined
to a 9-by-9 basement cell, with scraps
for food, little to no sunlight, and
intermittent contact with his family.
After nearly 2 years of wrongful deten-
tion, his hopes of ever returning to
America are dimming.

Earlier this afternoon, I had a chance
to meet with Ryan’s wife, Anna, their
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three teenaged children, and his par-
ents, Drue and Evelyn, from Louisville.
Now, more than ever, they fear for
Ryan’s life.

Today, the Democratic leader and I
have introduced a resolution calling for
Ryan’s immediate release. It reaffirms
America’s commitment to freeing
Ryan and raising the international
stakes of the Taliban’s wrongful deten-
tion of American citizens.

Unfortunately, while Ryan lan-
guishes in captivity, the Biden admin-
istration sends a different message to
his captors. Since his detention, the
U.S. Government has sent roughly $1
billion in aid to a country in the tight
grip of a medieval, theocratic regime.

It is time to put the Taliban’s violent
rule on notice. It is time to show our
enemies that the United States will
not let American citizens be used as
bargaining chips. It is time to bring
Ryan Corbett home.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The senior Senator from Illinois.
WORLD CENTRAL KITCHEN

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, last
week, we saw another tragedy in
Gaza—an attack that killed seven peo-
ple delivering desperately needed, life-
saving humanitarian aid. The victims
were employees of the World Central
Kitchen, an amazing organization run
by an extraordinary individual, Jose
Andres.

They started to feed people in Haiti
after the 2010 earthquake, and they
have continued their mission in some
of the most challenging parts of the
world. Andres’ innovative and coura-
geous team has been helping people in
Gaza since the crisis began in October,
providing critical food to millions of
innocents caught in the conflict.

I joined Mr. Andres in a meeting in
our Capitol just a few weeks ago with
a few other Senators. He told us of his
ambitious plans to increase food aid to
Gaza.

I have always admired his ingenuity
and tenacity in taking on these truly
lifesaving operations for those most in
need. Mr. Andres is truly a hero. So my
heart goes out to him and the families
of those on his team who were reck-
lessly and avoidably killed last week,
adding to the more than 200 aid work-
ers who have been killed in Gaza.

We have seen a series of seemingly
cascading crises in this conflict, and
the list keeps growing: October 7, the
Hamas attack on Israel that killed
1,200 and took more than 200 people
hostage; the widespread destruction
and loss of civilian life and growing hu-
manitarian crisis in Gaza amid Israel’s
response that Ilacks any Ilong-term
strategy and is made worse by Hamas’s
hiding among civilians; the continued
holding of Israeli hostages, including
one with ties to our home State of Illi-
nois, by Hamas and Hamas’s refusal to
accept a ceasefire in exchange for their
release; the bewildering and inexcus-
able failure of Israel to set up
deconfliction mechanisms for adequate
aid delivery; and the failure to recog-
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nize that a massive military-only re-
sponse by Israel will never provide a
long-term path to stability and end the
cycle of violence.

I have long said that I do not think
the current Israeli or Palestinian lead-
ership is really up to the challenge
needed to bring hope, stability, or a
viable two-state solution to the region.
Early in the conflict, I cautioned the
Israelis not to be blinded by their pain
from October 7 and make the same
types of mistakes we made after Sep-
tember 11—a warning I believe the cur-
rent leadership in Israel has failed to
heed.

But, if unable to learn from our
missteps, then perhaps they should lis-
ten to former Mossad Chief Meir
Dagan, who, before his death years ago,
concluded that Israel, over the decades,
““‘achieved a long string of impressive
tactical successes but also disastrous
strategic failures.” Tragically, I am
worried that that is the same case
today.

Chef Andres has made a similar point
with which I agree—that Israel’s strat-
egy in Gagza is futile and indefensible
with so much innocent loss of human
life.

I have long called for a ceasefire that
includes the release of the remaining
hostages as well as a sustained, U.S.-
led Gaza relief operation that includes
food, medicine, and other critical ba-
sics. The inexcusable deaths of the
World Central Kitchen staff in Gaza are
reminders that these steps are needed
now more than ever.

(The remarks of Mr. DURBIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. Res.
629 are printed in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.”’)

Mr. DURBIN. I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, as
we all know, 2 months ago, the House
of Representatives impeached Home-
land Security Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas, who has led the Department
of Homeland Security since the begin-
ning of the Biden administration.

For 3 years, Secretary Mayorkas has
overseen the record-breaking crisis at
the southern border. During that time,
Customs and Border Protection have
logged more than 7.4 million migrant
encounters—more than two previous
administrations combined—and that
was over a period of 12 years. In 3
years, the Biden administration has ac-
complished what took 12 years for the
Obama and Trump administrations.

Law enforcement’s focused response
on migrant crossings has caused secu-
rity missions, including drug interdic-
tion, to take a hit. Staffing shortages
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have led the Agency to temporarily
close international bridges and ports,
which have had a severe and negative
impact on Texas border communities.
And cities across the country, includ-
ing those located thousands of miles
from the border, are being crushed by
the weight of caring for migrants.

Well, that is hardly a positive reflec-
tion on Secretary Mayorkas’s tenure as
DHS Secretary. Throughout the Sec-
retary’s tenure, rather than acknowl-
edge the reality and double down on ef-
forts to deal with it, he essentially
tried to gloss over it or ignore it. The
American people have watched as he
has repeatedly downplayed the severity
of the border crisis, using watered-
down language like it is a ‘‘challenge’’
or ‘‘situation.” They have disputed his
claims that the border is secure as they
saw footage of migrants walking vir-
tually unimpeded across the border and
filling shelters to capacity and beyond.

The American people have raised
their eyebrows as he tried to blame
Congress for the crisis, even though
there are no new laws in effect or no
fewer laws in effect than there were
during the Trump administration, cer-
tainly nothing that Congress has done
or did not do which has prompted the
dramatic spike in illegal immigration.

The truth is, Secretary Mayorkas is
bad at his job. That is not news to any-
one. But incompetence, by itself, is not
an impeachable offense. We have had a
number of inept Cabinet Secretaries
throughout our country’s history who
ended their career without the stain of
impeachment.

Well, despite what some of our Demo-
cratic colleagues have claimed, Sec-
retary Mayorkas was not impeached
because he is unpopular or just because
he is incompetent. He was impeached
for two serious offenses, in my opinion,
the first of which is his willful and sys-
tematic refusal to enforce our immi-
gration laws. Secretary Mayorkas has
consistently defied the laws that Con-
gress has passed and which have been
signed into law by the President of the
United States. He has defied the law
and the will of Congress by ignoring de-
tention mandates.

Before the U.S. Supreme Court, his
lawyer said the words ‘‘shall detain”’
are permissive; it really means ‘“‘may.”’
Earlier this year, he told Border Patrol
agents in Eagle Pass, TX, that the cur-
rent release rate for migrants caught
crossing the border illegally was above
85 percent. So you had a 15-percent
chance of not being detained even if
you were caught. Apparently, he is
proud of that.

Secretary Mayorkas has made catch-
and-release the de facto policy of the
U.S. Government, which is in direct
contravention of our immigration laws.
And we can’t ignore the Secretary’s
unprecedented abuse of a process
known as parole. Parole was designed
to grant temporary entry to foreign
nationals in rare and dire cir-
cumstances, such as someone experi-
encing a medical emergency at a port
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of entry or donating a kidney or being
a witness in a trial. It was never de-
signed to be used categorically or more
than on a case-by-case basis.

Congress has made clear that parole
is intended for urgent circumstances
and should be only granted in extraor-
dinary individual cases. But the Sec-
retary violated that law, too, and has
used parole to wave broad classes of
migrants into the United States.

In less than 2 years, the Biden admin-
istration has used this case-by-case au-
thority to grant parole for more than
1.6 million migrants. That is in clear
and blatant violation of the law, but
that is OK with Secretary Mayorkas,
apparently.

The Secretary’s failures, though, ex-
tend far beyond policy decisions. As I
noted, he was impeached for two of-
fenses, the second of which is breaching
the public trust. The American people
have watched as Secretary Mayorkas
went on cable news programs or testi-
fied under oath before congressional
committees repeatedly proclaiming
that the border was secure. It was
clearly a lie. It doesn’t take an immi-
gration policy expert to see that his
claim has no basis in reality.

Day after day, the American people
have seen footage that shows how inse-
cure America’s southern border is.
From the roughly 15,000 migrants who
set up camp in Del Rio, TX, a few years
ago to the hundreds of migrants who
rushed Texas National Guard troops in
El Paso last month, there has been no
shortage of evidence about our insecure
border.

It is not just the misleading and false
statements on cable news networks. On
more than one occasion, Secretary
Mayorkas lied under oath to Congress.
He told Members of Congress that the
border was secure when, clearly, it was
anything but.

The United States will be dealing
with the consequences of this crisis for
years, maybe even decades. And Sec-
retary Mayorkas must be held account-
able. The House of Representatives was
completely correct to impeach Sec-
retary Mayorkas, and now the Senate
has a duty under the Constitution to
hold a trial.

Unfortunately, this has become a fa-
miliar process for a majority of our
Senate colleagues. In both 2019 and
2021, the Democratic-controlled House
impeached President Trump. At the
time, my Republican colleagues and I
criticized the motivations and process
behind these impeachment inquiries,
but those concerns didn’t impact the
process on the Senate floor.

Despite our personal views about the
House’s actions, the Republican-led
Senate still carried out our constitu-
tional duty to convene a Court of Im-
peachment. In both cases, Senators
were sworn as jurors. We listened pa-
tiently to both sides as they presented
their arguments. And, in the end, we
had a fair ‘“‘guilty’” or ‘‘not guilty”
vote.

Prior to the impeachment of Sec-
retary Mayorkas, the House had sent
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impeachment articles to the Senate 21
times, and the Senate has held a full
trial in all but four instances. In three
cases, all of whom were Federal judges,
the person resigned before the Senate
could vote to convict or acquit. And in
the final case, the impeached Senator
was expelled from this Chamber before
his trial.

There has never ever in U.S. history
been a case in which the Senate dis-
missed or tabled impeachment articles
and moved on. Not once. Unfortu-
nately, if reports in the news are cor-
rect, that is likely to change this week.
The House is expected to transmit the
Articles of Impeachment this Wednes-
day.

Senators haven’t received direct
guidance, but according to the press,
the majority leader is expected to take
the completely unprecedented step of
voting to table the impeachment arti-
cles and eliminate a trial entirely, in
violation of the Constitution. As I said,
this would be the first time in our Na-
tion’s history that the Senate failed to
do its duty to consider evidence, hear
witnesses, and allow Senators to vote
guilty or not guilty.

This would be a dangerous precedent
to set. It would give future Senates
carte blanche to dispense with serious
charges against our Nation’s most sen-
ior officials. What goes around comes
around. If Secretary Mayorkas’s im-
peachment articles are tabled, that
will become the common practice in
the future.

Impeachment is one of the most sol-
emn features in our democracy, and
the majority leader must not brush
these articles under the rug. I can un-
derstand why he may want to because
the evidence that will be adduced at
trial will be damning, both for Sec-
retary Mayorkas and for the Biden ad-
ministration’s policies, which are es-
sentially open-border policies. But at
least House impeachment managers
and Secretary Mayorkas’s defense
team deserve the opportunity to
present their best case before the Sen-
ate. And the majority leader should
not prevent that from happening.

I would like to remind the majority
leader of some words he spoke himself
back in 2019. At that point, the balance
of power in Washington was completely
the inverse of what it is today. We had
a Republican majority in the Senate, a
Democratic majority in the House, and
a Republican in the White House.

After House Democrats impeached
President Trump, the majority leader,
the Senator from New York, came to
the Senate floor to talk about the proc-
ess he would like to see in a Repub-
lican-led Senate. He said:

To my Republican colleagues: Our message
is a simple one. Democrats want a fair trial
that examines the relevant facts ... The
message from Leader MCCONNELL, at the mo-
ment, is that he has no intention of con-
ducting a fair trial, no intention of acting
impartially, no intention of getting the
facts.

But contrary to what Senator SCHU-
MER predicted, the Senate went on to
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fulfill its constitutional responsibility
to hold a trial. We spent more than 2
weeks hearing arguments from both
sides—so the American people could
judge for themselves—before holding a
vote at the conclusion of the presen-
tation of the evidence.

So now I would like to echo the Sen-
ator’s statement from a few years ago,
but with a few small changes. To my
Democratic colleagues, our message is
a simple one: Republicans want a fair
trial that examines the relevant facts.

The message from Leader SCHUMER,
at the moment, is that he has no inten-
tion of conducting a fair trial, no in-
tention of acting impartially, and no
intention of getting to the facts.

It would be completely unprece-
dented and unjustified for the Senate
to shirk its constitutional role as a
Court of Impeachment. The House
voted to impeach Secretary Mayorkas,
and the Senate has a duty to hold a
trial. The majority leader should per-
form his duty and should not impede or
ignore that constitutional require-
ment.

So I urge the majority leader to take
his own advice from 2019 and to give
the Senate an opportunity to hold a
thorough and fair impeachment trial
and let the chips fall where they may.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Maryland.

FRANCIS SCOTT KEY BRIDGE

Mr. CARDIN. Madam President, on
Tuesday morning, March 26, I received
a phone call early in the morning in-
forming me of a major tragedy in our
community.

The Francis Scott Key Bridge is a
vital link on the I-95 corridor. It is a
bridge that is about a mile and a half
long. It goes across the channel that is
for the Port of Baltimore, and it is in-
credibly important to our local econ-
omy and to our image. It is iconic to
Baltimore.

I was shocked to see the image.
There was a video that showed that
this bridge—a mile and a half long—
came down in a matter of seconds. It
was hit by a vessel, the Dali. That is a
container vessel. It is about the size of
the Eiffel Tower, a little less than a
thousand feet long, fully contained
with containers. Over several thousand
were on the Dali at the time.

It lost power, and, when you lose
power on this type of vessel, you can-
not steer. It hit the main support beam
of the suspension bridge, and it col-
lapsed almost immediately. Within a
minute, it was down.

It was just a tragic sight to see.
When we saw this sight, we recognized
that there was loss of life. That was
our first concern, as to how many peo-
ple were trapped on that bridge and
how many people were at risk of losing
their lives.

I want to tell you that there was an
immediate Federal response. I am
going to show you a picture of what we
saw on the morning when we woke up.
You saw the bridge before. This is the
bridge that came down in a matter of a
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minute, less than a minute. This is the
Dali, fully loaded with containers.

You can see that the bridge is actu-
ally lying in part on top of the Dali
ship, actually entrapping some of the
containers. And this is the main chan-
nel—the 50-foot main channel—to the
Port of Baltimore, completely blocking
the Port of Baltimore.

There was an immediate Federal re-
sponse, and I want to thank President
Biden. He initially said that the gov-
ernment would be there to do whatever
was needed, whatever we called upon.
He called each member of our stake-
holders—the Governor, our mayor,
Senator VAN HOLLEN, Congressman
MFUME, and myself—and pledged the
full support of the Federal Govern-
ment. In a matter of literally hours,
the personnel and resources of the Fed-
eral Government were deployed to Bal-
timore.

So I just really want to thank the
President, first, for this immediate re-
sponse, and let me just bring you up to
date on some of the facts concerning
this tragedy.

We now know that six immigrant
workers lost their lives. They were
trapped in the water and could not es-
cape. They were on the bridge at the
time that it collapsed. They were doing
dangerous work—Kkeeping our roads
safer, building America. They went to
work early that morning to work on
the bridge—or late at night—and did
not return home.

I need to point out that the first re-
sponders saved lives. We have looked at
the recordings. In a matter of just a
couple of minutes after the pilot broad-
cast an SOS, basically saying they lost
control of the vessel and it was aimed
toward the bridge, the first responders
went into action. Miraculously, they
closed the bridge within those couple of
minutes, so that there were no pas-
senger cars on the bridge when it col-
lapsed.

They were able to rescue two of the
workers. One was able to escape the
bridge by being called off the bridge.
The other went into the water and was
rescued and had, basically, minor inju-
ries.

But we lost six souls from this trag-
edy, and our prayers, our thoughts are
with those families. We have not yet
brought closure to those families. You
see, we are still in a recovery mission
to locate the remains so the families
can bring full closure.

The Port of Baltimore is so critical
to our economy. The 50-foot channel
that is 700 feet long, which is totally
blocked by the bridge collapse, basi-
cally shut down the Port of Baltimore.

Now, the Port of Baltimore has been
a port of commerce since the 1700s. It is
the third largest port in the United
States. It is the largest port for roll-on,
roll-off of automobiles, of farm equip-
ment, and construction equipment. It
moves about $80 billion—$80 billion—of
import-export products a year. It is es-
timated that there is between $100 and
$200 million of cargo moving every day
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through the Port of Baltimore. It
moves 1.1 million containers a year
through the Port of Baltimore.

So, as you can see, this catastrophic
event—yes, it affected the people of
Baltimore and our workers, but it also
affected the entire nation. Twenty
thousand workers are directly depend-
ent upon the Port of Baltimore, and
their jobs have been put at risk.

But the supply chains of autos affect
auto dealers throughout our Nation.
The farm equipment that comes
through the Port of Baltimore affects
farmers throughout the Nation. The
raw materials, the coal, the steel, the
aluminum, the iron—and the list goes
on and on and on—affect our entire
country. In fact, 20 percent of the ex-
ported coal from the United States is
exported through the Port of Balti-
more. So, yes, we have workers who are
out of work, and one of our top prior-
ities is to help them during this period
of time.

I met, for example, with a truck-
driver. He has two employees. This is
typical. Remember, moving 1.1 million
containers—many of those goes by
truck. Most of those trucking compa-
nies are small businesses.

As the Presiding Officer knows, in
the Small Business Committee, we are
very concerned about the strength of
small businesses during these types of
events. I am very pleased that we were
able to get the Small Business Admin-
istrator to Baltimore, and an emer-
gency declaration was made. But it not
only affects small businesses in Balti-
more, with this emergency, but also in
Pennsylvania, also in Virginia, also in
Delaware, also in West Virginia, and
also in DC. This is a national issue.

Our next priority is to reopen the
channel. This is a vessel that is almost
a thousand feet long and is fully load-
ed. I am going to show you a photo
that shows you the challenges that we
have.

This is the Dali, which you can clear-
ly see. This is the bridge that is lying
on top of the Dali. It is actually trap-
ping a lot of the containers. This is
part of what came down. This is a 4,000-
ton piece of the bridge that is on the
bow of the ship. That is going to have
to be removed.

We have looked at underground
photos of what is underneath the chan-
nel from the collapsed bridge, and we
see a real mess. We see concrete, rebar,
steel, all mixed together. And here is
the challenge—and I want to give a
shout-out to the Army Corps. I want to
give a shout-out to the divers who have
been under dangerous conditions and
have been going down and taking a
look at what is in the channel. Once
they remove a piece of the bridge, they
are going to have to cut it and make it
into smaller pieces to be able to re-
move it. We don’t know whether that
will cause a shift in the debris.

Our first priority is the safety of the
people performing this work. It is like
cutting a spring. You could have a re-
action. And we have to do surveys
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again after each one of the removals.
This is very, very difficult work, and it
is being done by true professionals.
And, again, I thank the Federal Gov-
ernment for providing the experts who
are all now in Baltimore, figuring out
how to get that channel open.

And we are going to need a replace-
ment bridge. This is a main corridor
along the I-95 east coast of the United
States, and 30,000 vehicles travel
through it a day. So we need to replace
that bridge. The bridge was built in
1977, 1.76 miles. It is an engineering
marvel of its time for a suspension
bridge, and it took 5 years to build. So
we have an enormous challenge.

I had the chance to personally visit
the site. Actually, I think I took this
photo from a Coast Guard vessel. You
see it. It is just a horrific site to see
the work that is being done.

But I want to give a shout-out to the
unified command headed by the Coast
Guard. They started the day of the
tragedy, and they have been there
every day, 24/7, leading a unified com-
mand that includes the Army Corps of
Engineers, which will do most of the
salvage work within the channel itself.
The Coast Guard, of course, is keeping
everyone safe.

We also have the Department of De-
fense because we need some of their
equipment in order to be able to move
the debris.

It includes the Department of Trans-
portation. Secretary Buttigieg was
there the day of the incident. I talked
to him early in the morning. A few
hours later, I was with him at the site.
And his team has been there every day,
and he has returned to provide relief.

I want to thank him for giving us the
emergency relief funds, immediately
approved, so we could start doing the
work in regards to the traffic problems
that we had and starting to plan for
the replacement of the bridge. I want
to thank him for that. Those emer-
gency funds of $60 million were des-
perately needed. We got it immediately
thanks to the commitment of the
Biden administration.

I want to thank Administrator
Guzman, of the Small Business Admin-
istration. She was there. I talked to
her, I think, a day or two after the epi-
sode. She came to Baltimore and had a
roundtable discussion to talk to the
small businesses as to what they need.
They are doing EIDL loans, and they
have set up business recovery centers—
one in Dundalk and one in Baltimore
City—so the businesses can get the
help they need on site.

And I was there. I have met with a
lot of small business owners. They have
lots of questions. They impressed upon
me the urgency of their needs and that
we need to coordinate our response.

I want to give a shout-out also to the
Department of Labor, which has been
there. They have provided us with dis-
placed worker grants in order to help
those who cannot get work so that we
can deal with those who have been di-
rectly impacted.
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Mayor Scott of Baltimore has been
one of our true great leaders through-
out this. County Executive Olszewski
from Baltimore County and County Ex-
ecutive Steuart Pittman from Anne
Arundel County—all have been in-
volved in this, along with Senator VAN
HOLLEN and Congressman MFUME.

I want to thank our colleagues. Sen-
ator SCHUMER was right there at the
beginning, saying he is there to help
wherever the Senate can.

I want to thank Senator MCCONNELL
for his comments, where he said: In sit-
uations like this, whether it is a hurri-
cane in Florida or an accident like
this, the Federal Government will step
up.

Now, the result of this has been that
we have provided support for the fami-
lies of the victims who lost their lives.
We have met with the workers—the
ILA workers—and we are trying to
make sure they can get through this
period of time.

We have met with small business
owners.

The engineers here have been unbe-
lievable. The Army Corps has been here
24/7. They have opened two alternative
channels—one 14 feet, one 11 feet. That
gets just a minimal amount of traffic
through. But they are working on the
northern part of the channel—that is
not where the Dali is, but the other
side of the channel—to open a 35-foot
channel by the end of this month. If we
can do that, that will return about 75
percent of the business to the Port of
Baltimore, which will be extremely im-
portant for our economy. By the end of
May, the engineers believe they can
have the entire 50-foot channel opened.

In the meantime, we have improved
Tradepoint Atlantic. Tradepoint Atlan-
tic is not affected by the bridge. We
were able to secure a grant for
Tradepoint Atlantic in 2020 to help pre-
pare it as a port facility. Those funds
were reallocated in a matter of days
from the accident so they could use it
to pave 10 acres of property for roll-on/
roll-off cargo that would normally go
to a port inside of the bridge that will
be now offloaded and can be done im-
mediately.

The bridge. We already started with
the design of the bridge. It may take
some time. Remember, it took 5 years
to build this originally. It may take
more time before we can get that done.
We need your support. We are going to
need our colleagues to help us through
this.

In Minnesota, the full-cost legisla-
tion was passed in a matter of days. We
are going to be coming to Congress
asking for some help in regard to the
funding to make sure that 100 percent
of it is paid for by the Federal Govern-
ment. We recognize that when you
have a catastrophic event like this,
that we come together as a nation. We
have done it in the past, and we are
going to ask for help this time.

I know that there is going to be
third-party liabilities. We hope there
are moneys that can be recovered from
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those responsible for this tragedy—in-
surance proceeds, et cetera. Those
funds will go to reimburse the tax-
payers. We are going to be aggressive
getting every dollar we can. But it can-
not delay the opening of the channel
and rebuilding of the bridge. We have
to make sure that is done as properly
as possible. Right now, traffic is de-
toured. It is a mess through that area.
We have to get that bridge replaced.
The story of the Francis Scott Key
Bridge does not end here. We will re-
build the bridge. In the 70 years that
bridge has been open, the capacity has
grown. Cargo capacity has grown in our
region by 3,000 percent. The Port of
Baltimore will remain strong and we

will, as Governor Moore said, be
“Maryland tough’” and ‘‘Baltimore
strong.”

I want to thank my colleagues for
their understanding of this tragedy and
their support as we move forward to
open the Baltimore channel and to re-
build the bridge.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ISRAEL

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, in
1948, President Truman recognized the
State of Israel on behalf of the United
States. He clearly called for the world
““to accord the State of Israel the right
of self-defense.”

In the decades since, American lead-
ers have stood by Israel. Our support
has been reliable, spanning Presi-
dential administrations and congres-
sional terms. It has been bipartisan.
President Eisenhower continued Presi-
dent Truman’s promise to stand with
Israel, establishing a bipartisan tradi-
tion cemented by Presidents from Ken-
nedy to Reagan, from Clinton to
Trump.

In America, voters regularly select
new parties to lead our country. Ad-
ministrations come and go. Congresses
come and go. That volatility makes it
all the more profound that we have al-
ways kept our solemn promise to stand
with our allies.

It has now been 75 years since Presi-
dent Truman made this vow. For those
many decades, Israel’s position has al-
ways been and will be to live peacefully
in its ancestral land alongside its Arab
and largely Muslim neighbors.

Slowly, often grudgingly, other na-
tions in that region have come around
to that position.

Egypt agreed to peace with Israel in
1979. Jordan has been a longtime U.S.
partner and has lived in peace with
Israel since 1994. Recently, the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain agreed to
partnership with Israel in the Abraham
Accords.
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One regime that has continually re-
jected the international consensus
about Israel is the Islamic Republic of
Iran. Three decades into the 21st cen-
tury, Iran and its proxies continue to
pursue Israel’s absolute annihilation.
Coexistence has never been the policy
of Iran or its terrorist proxy group
Hamas.

Disturbingly, we find adherents of
that view here at home. Last week in
Michigan, protesters chanted ‘‘Death
to Israel” and ‘‘Death to America,” re-
jecting either country’s right to even
exist. This is one example of the rise of
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic incidents
we have seen since October 7. They
show us what our Jewish friends and
allies fight against every day.

Of course, the protests and chants re-
mind us of a pivotal event. Yesterday,
we marked the 6-month anniversary of
the October 7 attacks. Hamas, backed
by Iran, demonstrated both its goal—
the annihilation of Israel—and its
strategy—the murder and hostage-tak-
ing of civilians.

October 7 was one of the worst at-
tacks on the Jewish people since the
Holocaust. It was a nightmare scenario
that eight decades of Israeli citizens
have had to guard against. In light of
those atrocities, our task is clear: We
need to reaffirm Israel’s right to self-
defense.

Since October 7, Hamas has contin-
ued to pursue its goal by the same
strategies. It single-mindedly seeks to
wipe Israel off the map and does not
care how many innocent people are lost
on the way, how many families are
burned alive. Hamas’s entire operation
is a violation of international law. By
contrast, Israel has essentially been
striving to administer civilian aid
while uprooting terrorists who hide be-
hind those civilians—all in dense urban
settings.

International friends and allies can
and should give advice and counsel to
each other on issues of mutual security
and diplomacy. That has always been
the practice between Israel and the
United States. On the other hand, it is
wrong to make demands of an ally and
to suggest that vital aid to them will
be withheld unless those demands are
met. This is especially true when those
conditions are ones which we ourselves
could never accept.

War is always a tragedy. On top of
that, it also carries accidental sorrows
in its wake. The killing of seven World
Central Kitchen aid workers was an
avoidable and unmitigated tragedy.
Our hearts break for their loved ones,
their colleagues, and others delivering
humanitarian assistance around the
world.

And this is personal to me. Teams
from World Central Kitchen have come
to the aid of my State of Mississippi.
World Central Kitchen was there on
the ground during the recent Jackson
water crisis. They answered the call in
the wake of the 2023 tornadoes. I am an
advocate and friend of Jose Andres. I
have worn the ‘“World Central Kitch-
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en” cap in Poland when I spent time
serving meals to refugees from the bru-
tal Russian invasion.

I believe that Israel takes the work-
ers’ deaths seriously too. The Israeli
Defense Forces assumed responsibility
right away. Its leaders promptly
launched an investigation. Since then,
the Israeli Government has said that
the military committed ‘‘serious viola-
tions” of protocol. They have admitted
this about themselves. They fired two
officers and disciplined three others for
mishandling information and breaking
the Israeli Defense Forces’ rules of en-
gagement.

That is more than the Biden adminis-
tration can say about themselves. In
the chaos of our disastrous Afghani-
stan withdrawal, our military shelled a
car in Kabul. Leaders initially feared
the vehicle carried explosives destined
for American servicemembers, but it
turned out to be a civilian vehicle, and
10 innocent people, including 7 chil-
dren, died at our hands. The Biden ad-
ministration took far longer than
Israel to own up to that mistake. I am
glad our country did eventually ac-
knowledge our fault.

This shows that the free world holds
ourselves to exacting standards of care
for the innocent caught in harm’s
way—including the thousands who
have died in Gaza since October 7.

Time and again, Israeli combatants
have published warnings before taking
a building. They regularly give evacu-
ation notices to civilians. In so pro-
tecting the innocent, they risk giving
the enemy a heads-up, but they do this.
Yet it has become fashionable to hold
Israel to wunachievable standards,
benchmarks to which we do not hold
ourselves or any other ally.

Hamas does not place itself under
such handicaps. This Iranian proxy,
Hamas, has no regard for the standards
of civilian protection. For one of many
examples, look no further than the hos-
tages taken October 7 and their often
brutal treatment.

Unfortunately, our President’s recent
call for a cease-fire plays directly into
Hamas’s hands. Our Commander in
Chief’s priority should be the release of
hostages and victory for our ally. But
instead of displaying American resolve,
our President seems to be mollifying
the left wing of his party.

Calling for a cease-fire instead of
hostage release and unconditional vic-
tory creates a false equivalence be-
tween Israel and Hamas. After Pearl
Harbor, no one asked us about a cease-
fire. After 9/11, no one asked the United
States about a cease-fire.

We need to remember that Israel is
fighting terrorists bent only on the de-
struction of the Jewish State. Hamas’s
leadership has vowed to commit re-
peats of the October 7 massacres. If
this terrorist group is not totally
eradicated, it will continue killing and
kidnapping.

To paraphrase former Israeli Prime
Minister Golda Meir, if Hamas put
down their weapons today, there would
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be no more violence; if Israel put down
their weapons today, there would be no
more Israel.

Hamas started this conflict, and they
could end it today. Hamas could let
hostages walk out of the tunnels and
into the sunshine. Its militants could
stop using women and children and aid
workers and healthcare workers as
human shields.

We need to give our steadfast ally
what it needs to win this battle. Vic-
tory has to be our position.

I believe we should keep our promises
to our friends. Our Commander in Chief
threatens to break that promise to
Israel today.

The President’s call for an imme-
diate cease-fire is tantamount to a call
for Hamas to remain in business, to re-
establish itself for future atrocities.
That is not something Israel will
allow—nor should they—and it is not
something we should ask of Israel or
any other partner or ally.

A world in which a terrorist organi-
zation can win by committing mass
murder is a more dangerous world for
us all. The allies who have stood by us
for 7% decades and who stood by us
after 9/11 understood that then, and we
should not forget that now.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

TRIBUTE TO RICK WEBB

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I rise
today to recognize Watco Executive
Chairman Rick Webb, who recently was
inducted into the American Short Line
and Regional Railroad Association’s
Short Line Hall of Fame.

Watco is a transportation and supply
chain service company headquartered
in Pittsburg, KS, with a 40-year legacy
of excellence in industrial transpor-
tation. Rick Webb has been, and con-
tinues to be, an integral part of that
legacy.

Rick’s father, Dick Webb, founded
the company in 1983, and Rick began
working on the Watco team while he
was finishing his degree at the local
Pittsburg State University.

He joined the family business full
time after graduating in 1984, taking
on a diverse portfolio of responsibil-
ities including operations, marketing,
hiring personnel, and raising capital.

In 1987, Watco purchased its first
short line to primarily serve its own
railcar repair shop. In 1998, Webb be-
came Watco’s chief executive officer,
taking the reins from his father. After
two decades of service as Watco’s chief
executive, Rick turned over leadership
to Dan Smith and took on the role of
executive chairman, where he con-
tinues to steward the growth of the
business and the family’s customer-
first model of service.
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Rick Webb has been with Watco from
the beginning, and during his tenure
with the company, it has grown from
one facility to more than 190 locations
operating in four countries. That
growth is in no small part due to Rick
Webb’s leadership.

Rick is the kind of person you want
to follow. He is the kind of person you
can always take at his word. When I
think about what it means to be a Kan-
san—a person of good character, strong
integrity, authenticity—Rick is that
person.

But I cannot talk about Rick’s char-
acter without recognizing the person
who played a tremendous role in shap-
ing him. Kaye Lynne Webb, his mom,
helped build Watco and raised a son of
the highest caliber. She is an amazing
woman and an integral part of the
Webb family and the company.

Knowing Rick and the quality of his
character, I was pleased to learn that
he was inducted into the American
Short Line and Regional Railroad As-
sociation’s Hall of Fame on March 25,
2024.

An article in the Pittsburg Morning
Sun notes that the American Short
Line and Regional Railroad Associa-
tion established this award in 2020 to
acknowledge ‘‘visionaries and stars
who through their dedication, commit-
ment and achievement best exemplify
the qualities of innovation,
entrepreneurialism, perseverance and
service that have advanced the short
line railroad industry.” Rick has met
and continues to exceed this standard.

The same article highlighted the cur-
rent Watco CEO Dan Smith’s praise of
Rick for his consistency as a leader.
The article included the following de-
scription of Rick by Smith:

He’s truly a great man. I would say that
he’s the best teammate I've ever had; he’s
the best coach I've ever had; he’s the best
friend I've had.

Throughout his time at Watco, Rick
has been driven by an unrelenting de-
sire to serve the best team possible to
serve customers in the best manner.
Rick has carried with him the belief
that if you want to learn how to grow
the top line, you listen to your cus-
tomer, and if you want to learn how to
grow the bottom line, you listen to
your team.

Rick’s business knowledge and Kan-
sas work ethic have earned him many
accolades over the years, including
being named the 2010 Ernst & Young
Entrepreneur of the Year in the Cen-
tral Midwest Region and winning the
2022 Railroad Innovator Award from
Progressive Railroading magazine.

In addition to Rick’s induction into
the American Short Line Hall of Fame,
the American Short Line and Regional
Railroad Association has honored
Watco with the Veterans Engagement
Award for their dedication to veteran
recruitment.

I want to congratulate Rick and the
entire Watco team on their successful
accomplishments and achievements. It
is certainly nice to have a great busi-
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nessman and a great business in Kan-
sas called Watco, but even better, it is
great to have a person of Rick’s cal-
iber, his character, and his interest in
the community.

Many towns the size of Pittsburg,
KS, and many communities in Kansas,
generally, have a set of people who are
always involved in whatever good hap-
pens in the community. Rick Webb and
his family have been consistent in
their support for the Pittsburg and
Southeast Kansas communities and for
their support for Pittsburg State Uni-
versity.

I look forward to seeing their busi-
ness continue to flourish as they fulfill
the mission of serving their customers,
their employees, and elevating the
standard for short line railroads for
Kansas, our Nation, and the world. But
I especially thank him for being the
kind of person he is and how much dif-
ference he makes in Pittsburg, in Kan-
sas, in the country, and the world.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Illinois.

Ms. DUCKWORTH. I ask unanimous
consent that the scheduled vote begin
immediately.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 534, Susan
M. Bazis, of Nebraska, to be United States
District Judge for the District of Nebraska.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Peter Welch, Laphonza Butler, Richard
Blumenthal, Alex Padilla, Tim Kaine,
Christopher A. Coons, Robert P. Casey,
Jr., Margaret Wood Hassan, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Gary C. Peters, Catherine
Cortez Masto, Jeanne Shaheen, Tammy
Duckworth, Tina Smith, Chris Van
Hollen.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Susan M. Bazis, of Nebraska, to be
United States District Judge for the
District of Nebraska, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Ohio (Mr. BROWN), the
Senator from  Pennsylvania (Mr.
FETTERMAN), the Senator from New
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING), the Senator
from New Mexico (Mr. LUJAN), the Sen-
ator from Connecticut (Mr. MURPHY),
the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
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MURRAY), and the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. WELCH) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY), the Sen-
ator from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO), and
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. VANCE).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 68,
nays 18, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 115 Ex.]

YEAS—68

Baldwin Heinrich Ricketts
Barrasso Hickenlooper Risch
Bennet Hirono Rosen
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Rounds
Blumenthal Johnson Sanders
Booker Kaine Schatz
Butler Kelly Schumer
Cantwell Kennedy
Capito Klobuchar gﬁ? h;en
Cardin Lee ema

. Smith
Carper Lummis Stabenow
Casey Manchin
Collins Markey Tester
Coons McConnell Thune
Cornyn Menendez Tillis
Cortez Masto Merkley Van Hollen
Crapo Moran Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Ossoff Warren
Fischer Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Paul Wicker
Graham Peters Wyden
Grassley Reed Young

NAYS—18
Boozman Daines Mullin
Braun Hagerty Schmitt
Britt Hawley Scott (FL)
Budd Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cotton Lankford Sullivan
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
NOT VOTING—14
Brown Hassan Romney
Cassidy King Rubio
Cramer Lujan Vance
Ernst Murphy Welch
Fetterman Murray
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

HEINRICH). On this vote, the yeas are
68, the nays are 18.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana.

MAYORKAS IMPEACHMENT

Mr. BRAUN. Mr. President, I come to
the floor this evening because we have
some serious business ahead of us soon.

For Laken Riley, Ruby Garcia, and
the countless Americans who have died
from fentanyl, the Senate must hold a
full impeachment trial for Secretary
Alejandro Mayorkas. Secretary
Mayorkas is breaking the law every
day he releases illegal immigrants into
the United States. The Department of
Homeland Security is required under
law to detain these immigrants. Biden
and Mayorkas’s catch-and-release pol-
icy releases illegal aliens into the
United States without even issuing a
notice to appear for immigration pro-
ceedings.

Secretary Mayorkas is the most im-
portant player in President Biden’s
open border agenda, but we must first
remember it is the President who is
calling the shots. President Biden took
the actions that opened our border. On
day one, he personally stopped con-
struction of the wall. He alone signed
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the Executive order to allow illegals to
be counted in the census to decide how
large congressional districts are. This
is a direct attack on our most impor-
tant democratic institution. It was
President Biden who ended the ‘‘Re-
main in Mexico’ policy, leading to mil-
lions released into our communities.

It was a criminal coward who killed
Laken Riley, but it was President
Biden and Secretary Mayorkas who
welcomed him into the country. It was
sanctuary city policies that kept him
here. Laken Riley’s death was a com-
plete failure of our government to pro-
tect our own citizens. Yet not one per-
son has lost a job due to it.

It is no wonder President Biden’s al-
lies want to sweep this impeachment
under the rug and break the rules of
the Senate by failing to hold an im-
peachment trial.

Every Senator must stand up for the
American people and vote down the
motion to Kkill the impeachment trial.
The American people deserve to hear
the truth of how President Joe Biden
opened their country’s borders to the
world and the American lives lost be-
cause of it.

I will be voting to hold a full im-
peachment trial of Secretary Alejandro
Mayorkas. If a full trial does not hap-
pen, he has clearly lost the faith of the
American people to protect our borders
and he should resign immediately and
President Biden should be held ac-
countable by the American public this
November.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri.

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise
to bring attention to the matter of
grave importance to the Senate. My
friend and colleague from Indiana just
spoke about this just a few minutes
ago. We are going to be delivered Arti-
cles of Impeachment to this Chamber,
which is a very important role that the
Senate plays in our constitutional
structure, our constitutional order. All
of us are sworn in as jurors. This is a
solemn act. We swear when we take our
oath that we will abide by the Con-
stitution, we will protect the Constitu-
tion. This is something we are sup-
posed to do.

Politically speaking, Secretary
Mayorkas has been a disaster. If you
could have a Mount Rushmore of worst
Cabinet members in the history of the
United States of America, he would be
on that Mount Rushmore. Legally
speaking, he has undermined the laws
of the United States.

But before we get there, we actually
have to have a trial. In no instance in
the history of this great Republic—in
240-plus years—has this body, the
world’s greatest deliberative body ever,
in the history of our country, dis-
missed or tabled Articles of Impeach-
ment for someone who is still serving
in office or alive. Let me repeat that: It
has never happened.

To quote my colleague from New
York who often says this: History is
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watching. CHUCK SCHUMER, history is
watching, because 200 years from now,
God willing, in this Republic, people
will be in our chairs. We don’t know
their names. They will be referring
back to the precedent that is set in
this Chamber to go down a road we
have never gone down.

Vote how you want to vote based on
the evidence, your point of view. Vote
how you want to vote. But the idea
that we would be setting this very dan-
gerous precedent because CHUCK SCHU-
MER doesn’t want it in the news cycle
for a couple of days is ridiculous. For
my friends on both sides of the aisle
that care about this place, this is, per-
haps, the most dangerous act you could
inflict upon us, short of blowing up the
filibuster, to say that we are not going
to hear the evidence; that we are not
going to vote as Senators because we
are afraid of a news cycle, which, by
the way, would highlight the total and
utter disaster that happens at our bor-
der.

Mr. President, 9 million people have
come across illegally. I rise to point
out just one aspect of that that is in-
credibly dangerous for this country—
the number of Chinese nationals that
are coming here. There have been 22,233
encounters of Chinese nationals cross-
ing illegally at the northern and south-
ern borders so far in fiscal year 2024.
There were 24,125 encounters last year.
To put that scale in perspective, there
were just 342 apprehensions of Chinese
nationals in 1987 and fiscal year 2022.
That is a dramatic increase.

They are our greatest adversary. The
21st century will be defined by who
wins this great power struggle. And if
you don’t think—there have been docu-
mented cases—that some of these folks
are coming here to spy on us, including
military installations, I have some
oceanfront property in Missouri I
would like to sell you.

Secretary Mayorkas, in his own
memo, advocated for ignoring U.S. law.
This is a big deal. Again, regardless of
how you feel about how you are going
to vote on this, my point of view is:
There is a lot of evidence that could be
presented and will be presented to show
that he has purposefully undermined
the sovereignty of the United States of
America. That is a serious charge. The
House of Representatives has voted to
send that here. Let’s hear it out. Let’s
do our constitutional duty. Let’s not be
afraid to do our jobs.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kansas.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President,
make no mistake about it, a vote to
block the impeachment of Secretary
Mayorkas is a vote to keep our borders
open. It is a vote to continue the dead-
ly track of lawlessness. It is a vote
that tells Laken Riley’s family and all
those who have been victims of violent
and gruesome crimes at the hands of il-
legal aliens, as well as the over 250,000
people who have died from fentanyl
poisoning—what it says is the Demo-
crats don’t care.
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Ask any American and they will tell
you that every State is now a border
State. We don’t feel safe in our own
communities. From inner cities to sub-
urbs and throughout rural America, we
are living in the consequences of this
wide-open southern border. So it
should come as no surprise to my col-
leagues across the aisle that Americans
are demanding accountability. They
want to know why the cartel has more
control of our border than the DHS
does.

Disgracefully, this week, we will wit-
ness a complete political charade that
undermines this Chamber’s responsi-
bility and the oath we swore to protect
this great Nation. Skirting justice, ac-
countability in the very fabric of our
democracy, the Senate Democratic
leader has taken a historical measure
to heighten the deadly border crisis his
party has created and embraced.

And why, you might ask, would they
do this? They are so afraid that if
Americans witnessed an open trial of
Secretary Mayorkas and his record was
exposed, it would seal the deal on the
Democratic Party losing the White
House and the majority of the Senate.
They are very clearly worried about
the next election and not the national
security threat our wide-open borders
pose to the sovereignty of our Nation.

My hope here today is that America
is watching. They will see the Senate
Democrats line up to block the im-
peachment of Secretary Mayorkas and
prevent his record from ever enduring a
public trial.

But make no mistake about this.
Come November, the good people from
Montana and Ohio, from Michigan and
Wisconsin, from Pennsylvania and Ne-
vada will make their voices heard and
hold their Senators accountable. These
Democrats had the opportunity this
week to address the border crisis and
send a clear message to the White
House to address our most immediate
national security threat and close the
border now. Unfortunately, they won’t
stand up. They will not allow the
American people to see the true law-
lessness that has been the direct result
of the abject failures of Secretary
Mayorkas. Their silence will send a
clear message to the thousands of fami-
lies that have been torn apart by the
consequences of our wide-open border.
They simply don’t care.

My colleagues across the aisle don’t
want answers. They want to shield Sec-
retary Mayorkas and the White House
from any accountability and spare
their party from the backlash in the
press when Senate Republicans outline
how dire the situation at our Nation’s
border is.

In orchestrating this cover-up, they
are willing to undermine our Constitu-
tion and disrespect the honor and in-
tegrity of the impeachment process
that has been observed and held fast by
this body for over 200 years.

In our Nation’s history, the Senate
has never tabled an impeachment trial.
That alone should tell every American
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how scared Senate Democrats are to
share the true realities of the lawless-
ness happening right now at our bor-
ders across the United States. Sec-
retary Mayorkas has failed his duty to
protect our borders and uphold our
laws.

We have 11 million reasons to hold
him accountable and impeach him.
That is the 11 million encounters, in-
cluding nearly 2 million ‘‘got-aways”’
who have shown up here on our soil
under Mayorkas’s watch. He is not just
derelict in his duties, he is complicit in
endangering the safety of every Amer-
ican.

Yes, we understand the Democratic
majority has the votes to table this
hearing. But know this: History will
not be so forgiving of this decision. The
American people will not forget the be-
trayal of this Chamber and their fam-
ily’s safety. Come November, we the
people will speak loudly. The people,
the citizens of this great Republic,
they are the true judges and the final
jury.

So, please, to my colleagues across
the aisle, there is still time to do the
right thing: to vote in support of hold-
ing Secretary Mayorkas accountable.
The American people will be watching.
We must impeach Secretary Mayorkas
for his failure to uphold his oath. If
this Chamber skirts its responsibility,
we shall hold every one of the Senators
who block this impeachment trial ac-
countable at the ballot box.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms.
SMITH). The Senator from North Caro-
lina.

Mr. BUDD. Madam President, in
order to be a strong Nation, we have to
have strong borders. Right now, we
don’t have that. We haven’t had that
for 3 years. I talk with sheriffs from all
over all of North Carolina—100 coun-
ties—and many of them tell me the
same things over and over: Every sin-
gle county is now a border county be-
cause of Joe Biden’s policies. And those
policies have been implemented by his
Secretary of Homeland Security,
Alejandro Mayorkas. From the very be-
ginning of his tenure at DHS, Sec-
retary Mayorkas has intentionally un-
dermined security at the southern bor-
der again and again and again.

I have a list right here. Now, I know
I have limited time, but let’s try and
run through some of the worst exam-
ples. On February 1, 2021, DHS imple-
mented a policy requiring ‘‘alter-
natives to removal including, but not
limited to, staying or reopening cases,
alternative forms of detention, custo-
dial detention, whether to grant tem-
porary deferred action, or other appro-
priate action.” This telegraphed the
Department’s complete unwillingness
to enforce the law and to detain illegal
aliens.

On March 20, 2021, the Mayorkas DHS
began issuing illegal border crossers a
Notice to Report to U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement, as opposed
to the standard notice to appear. The
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notice to report policy allows illegal
aliens to simply be released into the
United States, and it relies on them to
self-report to ICE at a later date. Now,
this, ladies and gentlemen, marked the
return of catch-and-release.

On July of 2021, the Mayorkas DHS
released at least 50,000 aliens without
giving them a notice to appear at all.
They were advised to self-report to ICE
on their own. To the shock of no one, 87
percent of them didn’t even report.

On August 17, 2021, the Mayorkas
DHS announced an expansion of alter-
natives to detention. It announced the
expansion of taxpayer-funded services
to illegal aliens in removal pro-
ceedings. This further supercharged the
policy of catch-and-release.

On August 31, 2021, the Biden admin-
istration disclosed that they released
over 100,000 aliens into the United
States without giving them a notice to
appear.

Again, they were asked to self-report
to ICE on their own. Nearly half of
them didn’t check in with ICE within
the 60-day deadline. On September 30,
2021, Secretary Mayorkas issued a
memo stating that ‘‘the fact an indi-
vidual is a removable [alien] should
[not be the sole] basis of an enforce-
ment action.”

This is willful misuse of prosecu-
torial discretion, and it effectively
gave deportable aliens a path to stay in
the United States.

On October 8, 2021, the Mayorkas
DHS canceled another large group of
border wall contracts related to the
Laredo and Rio Grande Valley border
sectors.

On October 27, 2021, Secretary
Mayorkas issued another memo prohib-
iting enforcement of immigration laws
in the following areas—now listen to
these: schools, healthcare facilities,
recreational areas, social service facili-
ties, ceremonial locations, as well as at
demonstrations and at political rallies.

On October 29, 2021, Secretary
Mayorkas formally terminated the
“Remain in Mexico” policy, inviting il-
legal aliens to America’s doorstep.

I could go on, but the bottom line is
that this is nothing short of a derelic-
tion of duty on the part of Secretary
Mayorkas. He must be held account-
able, and that is why he was the second
Cabinet Secretary in American history
ever to be impeached by the House of
Representatives.

The U.S. Senate has a constitutional
duty to take these charges seriously
and to conduct a full trial on the mer-
its. To do anything less would be an in-
sult to the victims of these open-border
policies.

We can’t wait. Too many people are
suffering. Too many people are dying.
We must say enough.

This administration must face ac-
countability for causing the worst bor-
der crisis in American history. Now is
the time to act.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana.
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Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, a
lot of history has unfolded in this
room. The U.S. Senate has been home
to some of the most formative debates
in our Nation’s tenure. These are fierce
arguments among passionate, intel-
ligent people. It is not all that dif-
ferent from the debates today.

The Senate has always welcomed
these sometimes intense disagreements
by respecting the rules and the tradi-
tions of the institution. It is how a
Senator like me, who is a Member of
the minority party, can stand here and
speak freely about the issues that mat-
ter to the American people and to the
people of Louisiana.

Now, my Democratic colleagues in
the Senate, today, may be about to
make some new history in this room.
Apparently, they think it is a brave
new world, and they want to set a dan-
gerous new precedent. For the very
first time, Senate Democrats are seek-
ing to table—maybe even dismiss—an
impeachment of a sitting Cabinet offi-
cial without even holding a trial. They
are summoning spirits they won’t be
able to control.

Please, my colleagues, don’t do it.

I fear though that Senate Democrats
are going to try to take the Articles of
Impeachment that our colleagues in
the U.S. House of Representatives
thoughtfully crafted and passed with a
majority vote and toss them into the
trash without hearing from either side.

They don’t want to let the House im-
peachment managers make their case.
They don’t want to let Secretary
Mayorkas make his case. They just
want to ignore the House’s evidence,
summarily sweep it under the rug, and
move on. And that is wrong.

The Senate has never in its history
tabled an impeachment—never. In the
more than 200 years that this body has
existed, the House of Representatives
has impeached an official 21 times, and
we have never once tabled the im-
peachment—not once.

Now, Senator SCHUMER may also try
to dismiss these charges instead of ta-
bling them, but that has never been
done before, either. If the Senate dis-
misses these charges without a trial, it
will be the first time in the Senate’s
long history that it has dismissed im-
peachment charges against an official
it has jurisdiction over without that
official first resigning. And that is a
fact.

I want you to consider this: The U.S.
House of Representatives has voted to
impeach an official 21 times—only 21
times—in our long history. The U.S.
Senate has only dismissed 3 of those
cases—3 out of 21.

Now, why did they dismiss them? In
two of those cases, the impeached offi-
cial chose to resign instead of facing a
trial. As a result, the Senate dismissed
the charges. In this case, Secretary
Mayorkas has not resigned. In one of
those dismissed cases, the impeached
official was a U.S. Senator, and the
Senate concluded that the Constitution
did not give it jurisdiction to remove a
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U.S. Senator through the impeachment
process.

Here, everyone agrees that the Con-
stitution gives Congress the power to
impeach and remove a sitting Cabinet
Secretary.

Now, listen to me carefully on this.
The U.S. Senate has the right and the
responsibility to hold this trial. Yet
Senate Democrats want to ignore our
Chamber’s history and forfeit our con-
stitutional authority by tabling or dis-
missing these charges without even
considering the evidence—without even
considering the evidence.

Americans need to hear what I am
about to say, even if my Democratic
colleagues won’t listen. Let me say it
again: A majority of the duly elected
Members of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, who represent all of the
communities across America, spent
months investigating the allegations
against Secretary Mayorkas. They
spent months drafting the Articles of
Impeachment, and a majority of the
House then voted yes to bring two very
serious charges.

The Senate Democrats are now treat-
ing those charges—those Articles of
Impeachment—Ilike spam that landed
in their inbox.

Americans, however, are not nearly
so sanguine about the border crisis
that has brought death, drugs, vio-
lence, chaos, criminals, and mayhem
into their neighborhoods. The Biden
administration’s border crisis is as un-
precedented as the majority leader’s
move to bury the evidence of who could
be to blame here.

I, for one, want to hear the House’s
evidence, and so do the American peo-
ple. The majority leader’s move is un-
precedented. It is undemocratic. And I
am confident that my Democratic col-
leagues, if they do this—please, don’t—
but if they do it, will regret this new
precedent when they find themselves in
the minority, just as they regretted
breaking the Senate precedent for con-
firming judicial nominees.

You see, Republicans do not like to
break precedent when we are in the
majority. We respect the traditions of
this Chamber because we respect the
voters who sent all 100 of us here.

If my Democratic colleagues set a
new precedent that tramples the rights
of the minority party and silences the
voices of the Americans who elected
them—if they do that—Senate Demo-
crats will have to own that decision
and bear its consequences.

Now, I have listened to the loon wing
of the Democratic Party spend the bet-
ter part of the past decade making pas-
sionate speeches about how important
it is to protect democracy, to uphold
the rule of law, and they are right.
President Biden even ran his campaign
on the idea of ‘‘restoring our norms,”’
as he called it, and ‘‘defending democ-
racy.” Apparently though, the rules of
the loon wing were of the ‘‘for thee and
not for me” variety. Whenever pro-
tecting democracy and upholding the
rule of law becomes politically chal-
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lenging, the loon wing has been happy
to ignore the rule of law and the will of
the people. Isn’t that special?

Their political expedience is in full
view today, but it is not the first time
that their cynicism has reared its ugly
Democratic head.

I am sure, Madam President, you will
remember. I will give you just two ex-
amples. The loon wing spent several
years promoting a conspiracy that the
Trump campaign was an arm of the
Kremlin, despite no objective evidence
to tie President Trump to Russia.
Democrats and several members of the
national security community rushed to
dismiss any information found on Mr.
Hunter Biden’s laptop as ‘“‘Russian mis-
information,” despite not having any
objective evidence, as we now know, to
make that claim. And those are just
two of many examples that I could
give.

Secretary Mayorkas’ impeachment
may be the best example of this hypoc-
risy to date. The same Senate Demo-
crats who have shouted for years about
defending democracy and upholding
the rule of law seem ready to disregard
serious impeachment charges without
so much as a second glance. These Sen-
ators, if they do that, won’t just be si-
lencing the House of Representatives.
They will be silencing the American
people—the American people who want
their border’s security back.

You can pick any poll—any one you
want—and you will find President
Biden’s approval rating on the issue of
immigration and border security is on
a journey to the center of the Earth. A
recent Associated Press poll, for exam-
ple, found that more than two-thirds of
Americans—69 percent of Americans—
disapprove of how the Biden adminis-
tration is handling border security.

I can’t imagine that these same
Americans would approve of Demo-
crats’ refusal to even hear the evidence
that Americans see play out in their
communities every day.

This poll is only surprising if you
peaked in high school. Under President
Biden and Secretary Mayorkas, the
southern border has become an open,
bleeding wound. It has become a cess-
pool of misery. Drug trafficking,
human trafficking, sexual abuse of
women, sexual abuse of children,
drowning, dehydration, widespread ill-
nesses, death—all have become com-
monplace.

In total, the Border Patrol has en-
countered illegal immigrants at the
southern border more than 9 million
times since President Biden took of-
fice. That is four Nebraskas. The Biden
administration has failed to remove 99
percent of foreign nationals that it has
released into this country.

The backlog of immigrant court
cases has doubled under the Biden ad-
ministration’s watch. These foreign na-
tionals have overwhelmed American
cities. Instead of investing in American
citizens, cities throughout the country
are raising taxes. They are cutting pro-
grams to fund prepaid debit cards for
migrants.
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America’s children have to stay
home from school because Democratic
officials turned their classrooms into
housing units. Democratic leaders in
New York City, Chicago, Denver, Hous-
ton, and Los Angeles have begged the
Biden administration to do something
to curb the flow of unvetted people into
their cities.

Of course, it is not just people flow-
ing illegally over that border; cartels
have flooded the United States with
poisonous fentanyl over that border,
too. Customs and Border Protection
seized nearly 53,000 pounds of fentanyl
from 2021 to 2023—not 53,000 grams,
53,000 pounds. That is enough to Kkill
the entire population of our planet.
This poison actually did kill more than
70,000 Americans in 2022. It is now the
leading cause of death among Ameri-
cans 18 to 40.

The Biden administration’s border
policies bring Americans nothing but
suffering. If you hate America, how-
ever, the Biden border strategy has
been a blessing. Cartels’ smuggling op-
erations saw revenues increase from
$500 million in 2012 to $12 billion—that
is “b”’ as in ‘‘billion’’—in 2022.

The policies that President Biden and
Secretary Mayorkas have implemented
are directly responsible for this dis-
aster at our southern border. At every
turn, the Biden administration has ig-
nored the laws of this land and this
Congress and the will of the American
people to facilitate their own broken
border security policies.

The House has detailed several exam-
ples in their Articles of Impeachment,
and we ought to hear their evidence.

To start, the law requires that all
foreign nationals who are not clearly
admissible must be ‘‘retained for a re-
moval proceeding.” Instead, Secretary
Mayorkas established a catch-and-re-
lease—catch, release, repeat—a catch-
and-release scheme that incentivized
illegal immigrants to flood our coun-
try.

The law also requires that law en-
forcement take an illegal immigrant
who commits a crime or has ties to ter-
rorism or both into Federal custody.
That is the law. Yet Secretary
Mayorkas told his Department not to
follow that law regarding the ‘‘manda-
tory arrest and detention’” of criminal
aliens.

Our law also says that law enforce-
ment must detain illegal immigrants.
Instead, Secretary Mayorkas has pa-
roled them wholesale by the thousands
into our country, where they could
catch a bus or a plane to any
unsuspecting community they desire.
Not only that, Secretary Mayorkas
even gave them the money to do it.

Secretary Mayorkas killed the ‘‘Re-
main in Mexico’ program. He quashed
contracts to build a border wall. He
ended the safe third country agree-
ments that allowed America to work
with other countries to find protection
for migrants in need.

By tabling or dismissing the Articles
of Impeachment without so much as a
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trial, my Senate Democratic col-
leagues will be endorsing the Biden ad-
ministration’s lawless approach to the
southern border. They will be setting a
precedent that the next administration
can ignore the laws of Congress and the
will of the American people too.

Impeachment matters. It is an im-
portant check we have on the executive
branch, and we have an obligation to
take it seriously. We have an obliga-
tion to give any charges brought the
full trial they deserve.

I am going to have a resolution, if I
am allowed to present it, that will give
the procedures we need to conduct this
trial fairly and efficiently. I will be
bringing that at the appropriate time.
It will be efficient. It will be fair. It
will be honest. It won’t uproot the
longstanding precedent we have given
to Articles of Impeachment in the past.

If the majority leader and my Demo-
cratic colleagues table or dismiss these
charges and destroy Senate precedent—
precedent that we have established to
conduct full and fair impeachment
trials—they will regret it. They will re-
gret it. Senate Democrats, if they do
that, will show the world that their
proclamations about rule of law and
protecting democracy are just tools of
their own political experience and ar-
rogance. Senate Democrats will let the
American people know that they en-
dorse the lawlessness and the misery
the Biden administration’s broken bor-
der has brought to this country.

I don’t think Americans’ future
should be beholden to the politics of
the moment, and that is why I want
the Senate to do its job and hear this
evidence.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida.

Mr. SCOTT of Florida. Madam Presi-
dent, I want to make one thing clear to
my Democrat colleagues: Your attempt
to brush Secretary Mayorkas’s im-
peachment trial under the rug is dis-
gusting and unacceptable. It is truly
unprecedented, violates Senate rules,
and is possibly unconstitutional.

The House of Representatives adopt-
ed two Articles of Impeachment
against Secretary Mayorkas. Let me
quote for you:

Throughout his tenure as Secretary of
Homeland Security, Alejandro N. Mayorkas
has repeatedly violated laws enacted by Con-
gress regarding immigration and border se-
curity. In large part because of his unlawful
conduct, millions of aliens have illegally en-
tered the United States on an annual basis
with many unlawfully remaining in the
United States.

Alejandro N. Mayorkas has knowingly
made false statements, and knowingly ob-
structed lawful oversight of the Department
of Homeland Security, principally to obfus-
cate the result of his willful and systemic re-
fusal to comply with the law.

Now, it is the constitutional duty of
the U.S. Senate to conduct an impeach-
ment trial to determine if Secretary
Mayorkas should be removed from of-
fice based on those Articles of Im-
peachment.
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I want to stress this again: Never in
the history of the U.S. Senate has such
a procedural move been attempted to
completely avoid an impeachment
trial.

Senate Democrats’ efforts to avoid
fulfilling their constitutional duty to
conduct this trial are just the latest
attack by the left against our demo-
cratic process and institution. Senate
Democrats want to eliminate the fili-
buster. They want to radically change
the U.S. Supreme Court. Now they
want to trash the impeachment proc-
ess. This is a disturbing series of direct
attacks on our democratic institutions.

My colleagues and I have called on
Senate leadership to conduct a trial. I
have also personally called on Vice
President KAMALA HARRIS, urging her
to fulfill her constitutional duty to
serve as the presiding officer of Sec-
retary Mayorkas’s trial. Her appoint-
ment as President Biden’s border czar
only makes her role in the Mayorkas
impeachment trial more critical.

President Biden and his administra-
tion have created a crisis at our south-
ern border. Secretary Mayorkas—a
complete puppet for this lawless ad-
ministration—has the audacity to
come falsely testify before Senate and
House committees that the border is
secure. Not just once but multiple
times Mayorkas has lied under oath in
committee that our border is secure.
He is lying to the American public. He
is not taking the action needed to de-
fend the homeland by securing the bor-
der or upholding the law. That is his
job, and he is simply not doing it.

Our Nation is reeling from the con-
sequences of Mayorkas’s failures. Our
Nation is a more dangerous place be-
cause of Secretary Mayorkas’s failures.
He is allowing criminals, drugs, terror-
ists, and others into our communities.
These are real consequences, and each
victim has a name. Real Americans
here to live their dream are being
killed. Real American families are
being torn apart by vicious crimes and
deadly drugs because we have a wide-
open border. Biden and Mayorkas
refuse to enforce Federal law to secure
the border, and innocent Americans
like Laken Riley are paying the ulti-
mate price for his failures.

Ten million people—ten million peo-
ple—have illegally crossed, and 6 mil-
lion have been let into our country.
There have been sexual assaults and
murders committed by illegal aliens all
across the country—even Florida,
where a young man was recently
killed. The man charged for his death
is an illegal alien.

I don’t get it. I do not understand
why my Democrat colleagues don’t
care. They don’t care about 70,000 peo-
ple dying of fentanyl overdose. They
don’t care about vicious crimes. They
don’t care about terrorists being let go
in our country. Senate Democrats are
saying they simply do not care.

They are using every power they
have to ignore this crisis, while inno-
cent Americans die, and keep Congress
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from holding Mayorkas accountable.
The proof is not just in this disgraceful
effort to dismiss the impeachment
trial. Let’s remember what Democrats
voted against. Democrats voted against
a bill to stop illegal aliens from getting
on a commercial flight with no
verifiable ID. Think about that. You
have to have an ID; they don’t. Demo-
crats voted against deporting illegal
aliens who hurt police, the people who
are here to take care of us. Democrats
voted against the Laken Riley Act,
which simply requires—it is a simple
act—simply requires ICE to take ille-
gal aliens who commit crimes into cus-
tody before tragedy strikes.

Does Biden hope that millions of im-
migrants will vote for him? Many in
his party want to allow illegal immi-
grants to vote. They even voted to
allow the census to keep counting ille-
gal aliens. It is because they want
sanctuary cities and States to have
more electoral votes and representa-
tion in Congress—not from Americans
but from illegal aliens. That is the fu-
ture the Democrats want.

Biden has intentionally dismantled
every ounce of border security Trump
put in place and completely under-
mined our immigration system, and
Mayorkas has done absolutely nothing
to stop it.

Mayorkas has clearly been derelict in
his duties. He has neglected to protect
the homeland—his job. He has allowed
criminals to come into our country,
into each and all of our communities,
drugs to flow into our country. When I
talk to Floridians, they are terrified.
They are concerned about their fam-
ily’s safety because of who and what
are coming across the southern border
and into each and all of our commu-
nities.

Mayorkas may simply be a puppet for
the administration, but he is fully re-
sponsible for his negligence and failure
to do his job. Mayorkas needs to either
resign or needs to have the full and
thorough trial that we are constitu-
tionally obligated to conduct, as the
American people, through their rep-
resentatives, voted for.

We must have an administration and
DHS Secretary who is willing to secure
the border, not ignore failure that is
killing our citizens.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. Madam President, an inva-
sion is taking place on American soil.
Over 8 million people have crossed our
border illegally since Mayorkas be-
came Secretary, and the numbers just
keep rising. They are not going away.
This unprecedented, lawless influx in-
cludes gang members. It includes drug
traffickers and dangerous individuals
from every country in the world, in-
cluding many thousands of military-
age males from China. What could go
wrong? In December alone, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security reported
302,000 encounters—in 1 month. This is
the highest month ever on record.
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To be clear, Secretary Mayorkas has
the tools to stop the invasion today. He
could do it right now if he wanted to. It
is almost turnkey. It is abracadabra. If
he decided to do it, we could have a se-
cure border, and we would. Not only
does he have the tools, but he has an
obligation and a responsibility, an af-
firmative duty under the laws of the
United States—laws that he agreed he
would faithfully enforce.

Let me say that again just to be very
clear. Just by enforcing the laws cur-
rently on the books, he could bring our
state of utter lawlessness on the border
to a state of order.

Secretary Mayorkas could bring a
complete stop to the crisis. He doesn’t
need legislative action from Congress.
This isn’t a policy disagreement. No, it
is a blatant defiance of the laws that
are already on the books and have been
for years.

So to my colleagues: If you are so
confident that the charges against Sec-
retary Mayorkas are baseless, then
why not hold a trial? Why try to just
sweep this under the rug? You realize,
don’t you, that when you do that, all
that does is just make you look more
conscious of what is going on, of what
is being done that is so very, very
wrong—especially where, as here, it is
such a departure from nearly two and a
half centuries of this institution oper-
ating faithfully as a Court of Impeach-
ment, nearly two and a half centuries
in which we have had 21 Articles of Im-
peachment destined for the Senate; at
least 20 of those arrived. In 18 of those
total of 21 cases during the Senate’s ex-
istence, 18 of those 21 culminated in a
trial resulting in a verdict of guilty or
not guilty. Those other three involved
cases that were rendered moot in be-
tween the time the House of Represent-
atives adopted the Articles of Impeach-
ment and the time they were presented
over here. They were rendered moot be-
cause of the death or departure—a new
vacancy in the office that had been oc-
cupied by the impeached official.

So this isn’t just an ordinary act of
sweeping it under the rug. It is an act
of sweeping it under the rug under the
circumstances where sweeping it under
the rug was never an option. It never
has been. We haven’t done it.

This isn’t just some invisible ‘‘Casper
the Friendly Ghost” coming in to get
rid of it. They are actively doing it,
and they are doing it under the full
view of the American people.

The American people should be really
upset by this, because Article I of the
Constitution gives the House of Rep-
resentatives the power to impeach and
the Senate the power to try all im-
peachments.

Remember, the Senate has only three
states of being—exactly three states of
being: the legislative calendar, where
we do a lot of our work, where we con-
sider law; Executive Calendar, where
we do things like confirm Presidential
nominees and consider treaties for rati-
fication; and the third state of being
for the Senate is as a Court of Im-
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peachment. We are always in one of
those three states of being, and yet we
have never operated in that third state
of being unless the case has been ren-
dered moot where the Senate doesn’t
hold a trial, as it is required to do
under the Constitution, culminating in
a verdict of guilty or not guilty.

Now, if you trust that Secretary
Mayorkas didn’t authorize millions of
individuals to enter illegally into our
country for swift and precursory re-
lease, then let’s hold a trial.

If you are certain that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t increased the pull fac-
tors incentivizing parents across the
globe to send 430,000 unaccompanied
children illegally into the TUnited
States, in many cases to have them end
up in the hands of traffickers—drug
traffickers and human sex traffickers
and otherwise—then let’s hold a trial.

If you are confident that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t created at least 13 il-
legal immigration parole programs de-
signed to increase the flow of people
into this country by the hundreds of
thousands, then let’s hold a trial.

If you are so sure that Secretary
Mayorkas—under Secretary Mayorkas’
leadership, Customs and Border Protec-
tion hasn’t dramatically decreased its
vetting process for allowing Chinese
immigrants to cross our border, includ-
ing military-aged Chinese males, then
let’s hold a trial.

If you believe that we haven’t seen a
dramatic increase in the known ter-
rorist encounters at our border, then
let’s hold a trial.

If you are confident that Secretary
Mayorkas hasn’t allowed enough
fentanyl to flow across the southern
border to kill every man, woman, and
child in this country, then let’s hold a
freaking trial.

These are not victimless crimes.

The tragic case of Laken Riley, a life
cut short by an illegal alien, one of the
millions whom Secretary Mayorkas

has recklessly, intentionally, delib-
erately, and maliciously allowed to
enter our country unchecked,

unvetted, is a reminder of the human
cost of this abdication of duty. Laken
isn’t alone. Her case represents hun-
dreds of thousands of families across
this Nation whose lives have been up-
ended by the invasion that our leaders
allowed to happen.

Think about that for a minute. They
allowed it to happen not by negligence,

oversight, carelessness, inattentive-
ness. No, no, no. They encouraged it to
happen.

Should Secretary Mayorkas be found
guilty, these are crimes of the highest
order. This sort of thing doesn’t happen
very often in this country—the sort of
thing that I hope we will never have to
experience again; the sort of thing that
otherwise would result in a Toby Keith
song, may he rest in peace; the sort of
thing that unites Americans in sur-
prising ways. The American people un-
derstand something is terribly wrong,
and they expect us to act.

In all previous impeachments sent to
the Senate, we held a trial, save those
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rare circumstances where the case was
rendered moot by death or vacancy of
the office—not facts present here. We
held a trial, and that trial culminated,
in each and every instance, in a verdict
of guilty or not guilty.

But the majority leader CHUCK SCHU-
MER now seems to want to take the
radical step, the unprecedented step,
the lawless step, the counter- and anti-
constitutional step of trying to table
these Articles of Impeachment without
even letting us examine the evidence.

This begs the question: What would
he do—what would he do—if he were
confident, if the majority leader were
confident that Secretary Mayorkas had
acted lawfully, honorably, in this of-
fice?

What would he do if he were con-
fident the American people wouldn’t
turn on his party because of this act of
lawlessness, this interminable succes-
sion of absurdities imposed by the my-
opic logic of their own border non-
enforcement strategy? This is exactly
what it looks like when someone is
aware that there is a problem and
wants to sweep the problem under the
rug.

There is no rug here. You can’t hide
this. There is no rug big enough to ac-
commodate that. And shame on us if
we play into that strategy.

To colleagues on my side of the aisle
and on the other, I implore you. I know
many of us are institutionalists.
Whether you are a Democrat or a Re-
publican, no matter how far to the left-
wing or rightwing or somewhere in be-
tween you are, I appeal to your sense
that we have an obligation to take se-
riously our oath to the Constitution.
We have an obligation that must be
honored to look out for the institu-
tional interests of the Senate and the
role that it plays in the sacred order
created by the U.S. Constitution.

When the Articles of Impeachment
arrive, we have a job to do. The Con-
stitution and our rules and our prece-
dents make that abundantly clear. To
ignore the evidence before us is to be-
tray the trust of those who sent us
here.

There is no doubt, at this point, that
the invasion at the southern border has
inflicted indescribable, incalculable,
intolerable pain and suffering on the
part of the American people. We are ob-
ligated to figure out who is responsible
and hold them accountable, beginning
with Secretary Mayorkas. I urge each
of my colleagues to oppose this shame-
less effort to sidestep our constitu-
tional duty and, by so doing, subvert
the constitutional order.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and
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be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO STEVE SHAVER

e Mr. DAINES. Madam President,
today I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Steve Shaver of Flathead
County for his courage and swift action
that ultimately saved a fellow Mon-
tanan’s life.

On a routine day working on a
project in Hungry Horse, MT, a woman
emerged from her home signaling to
Steve that she needed help because her
husband was in the home unconscious.
Steve acted without hesitation and
sprang into action as he began facili-
tating lifesaving cardiopulmonary re-
suscitation—CPR—until the man re-
gained consciousness and emergency
service personnel arrived to the scene.
Steve’s calm composure and effective
responsiveness demonstrated his abil-
ity to lead in a stressful emergency sit-
uation that many will never face.

Here in the Treasure State, folks
hold dear the principles of an honest
work ethic and lending a helping hand
when someone is in need. Steve’s ac-
tions exemplify Montanans’ commit-
ment to looking out for one another,
no matter the time of day or cir-
cumstances, and a man’s life was saved
because of his actions. Our famous
Montana skies cannot truly be meas-
ured and neither can a man’s ability to
help out his neighbor when he is needed
the most.

Today, as we acknowledge Steve’s
act of bravery, we also pay homage to
the deep-rooted values that Montana is
known for, further attributing to our
beloved State’s title as the Last Best
Place. John 13:34 states, ‘A new com-
mand I give you: Love one another. As
I have loved you, so you must love one
another.” Steve’s actions show that
Montanans live that verse out every
day.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Steve Shaver for his heroic act of self-
less service that saved a fellow Mon-
tanan’s life. May his bravery and com-
passion serve as inspiration to each of
us to stand by our neighbors in times
of trouble. You make Montana proud.e

———

RECOGNIZING BROWNELL, INC.

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Brownells of
Grinnell, IA, as the Senate Small Busi-
ness of the Week.

In 1938, Frank ‘‘Bob’” Brownell II
founded Brownells in Montezuma, IA.
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He owned and operated a gas station
and sandwich shop in Montezuma in
addition to being an avid gunsmithing
hobbyist. Bob combined his business
experience with his passion and found-
ed Brownells to fill a niche in the
gunsmithing industry: selling hard-to-
find gunsmithing tools to other gun-
smiths. In 1947, Brownells began print-
ing their catalog, and by 1951, he had
shifted the business from a gunsmith
store to a gunsmith product supplier.
In 1973, Brownells moved their head-
quarters to a larger location in Monte-
zuma until 2014 and have since moved
to nearby Grinnell. Brownells current
location in Grinnell includes a 200,000-
square-foot warehouse, corporate of-
fices, and a retail store that opened in
2016. Today, Brownells maintains a
supply of over 50,000 gun parts. They
supply and ship their products across
the world.

Three generations of the Brownell
family have worked at the company.
Bob’s son Frank joined Brownells in
1964 and became president in 1983 after
Bob became chairman of the board. Be-
fore working at Brownells, Frank
Brownell served in the U.S. Navy.
Frank’s son Pete joined the family
business in 1997 and became vice presi-
dent in 2000. In 2008, Pete became presi-
dent, with his father serving as the
chief executive officer. Bob Brownell
passed away in 1991, leaving behind a
legacy of hard work, community in-
volvement, and dedication to the fire-
arm industry.

Brownells is actively involved in
both the Poweshiek County commu-
nity and the national firearm industry.
Pete Brownell previously served on the
board of the National Rifle Associa-
tion—NRA—and served as president of
the NRA from 2017 until 2018. In 2014,
Frank Brownell received the NRA
Golden Bullseye Pioneer Award for his
continued dedication to the firearm in-
dustry. Pete Brownell has also been in-
volved in the Grinnell College Ignite
Program, a yearly program that brings
students from prekindergarten to
eighth grade experience workshops at
the college. Brownells celebrated its
85th business anniversary in 2024.

Brownells’ commitment to providing
high-quality gunsmithing tools while
maintaining its Poweshiek County
roots is clear. I want to congratulate
the Brownell family and the entire
team at Brownells for their continued
dedication to the firearm industry. I
look forward to seeing their continued
growth and success in Iowa.®

———

RECOGNIZING CANTEEN LUNCH IN
THE ALLEY

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the Senate Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship, each week I recognize an
outstanding Iowa small business that
exemplifies the American entrepre-
neurial spirit. This week, it is my
privilege to recognize Canteen Lunch
in the Alley of Ottumwa, IA, as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.
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After finding success selling loose
meat sandwiches to farmers, Dusty
Rhoades opened Canteen Lunch in the
Alley in 1927 with just five stools and a
single steamer to cook sandwiches. The
business’s name was inspired by its sig-
nature dish: delicious loose meat sand-
wiches often called canteens. Today, in
addition to their signature sandwiches,
Canteen Lunch in the Alley serves
homemade pies, ice cream, hot dogs,
and egg sandwiches. Their current lo-
cation has 17 seats and uses around 800
pounds of ground beef weekly to keep
up with demand.

From 1929 to 1936, Bill and Ruth Car-
ter were the proud owners of Canteen
Lunch in the Alley. Following their
passing, their daughter Bernita Carter
Popchuck became the sole owner. In
1936, the business was moved to its cur-
rent location on 2nd Street in
Ottumwa. Husband and wife Earnest
and Shirley McBeth purchased the res-
taurant in 1976 with the help of Shir-
ley’s sister Lauralee Staley and oper-
ated Canteen Lunch in the Alley until
2015, when Scott and Janice Pierce pur-
chased it. Scott, an Ottumwa native,
has been eating at the restaurant since
his childhood and understands the sig-
nificant role the business plays in the
community.

The mom-and-pop shop is well-recog-
nized for great food, hard work, and
commitment to customer satisfaction.
Owners Scott and Janice Pierce have
brought the community together by
hosting the World Championship Can-
teen Hating Contest thrice since 2018.
In 2019, professional competitive eater
Joey Chestnut won the competition by
eating 28 and a half canteens in 10 min-
utes. Notably, the award-winning tele-
vision show Roseanne used Canteen
Lunch in the Alley as inspiration for
the show’s fictional restaurant
“Lanford Lunch Box.” In 2019, Canteen
Lunch in the Alley won the People
Choice Award from the Iowa Tourism
Office, and in 2017, the business was
named the best loose meat sandwich in
Iowa by USA Today. Due to their hard
work, the Canteen Lunch in the Alley
team celebrated its 97th business anni-
versary in 2024.

For nearly 100 years, Canteen Lunch
in the Alley has preserved the essence
of tradition in Ottumwa by providing a
sprinkle of love with their well-loved
canteen sandwiches and desserts. I
want to congratulate the Pierce family
and the entire Canteen Lunch in the
Alley team for their continued dedica-
tion to serving Iowans while maintain-
ing an important piece of Ottumwa his-
tory. I look forward to seeing their
continued success in Iowa.®

RECOGNIZING KEG CREEK
BREWING COMPANY

e Ms. ERNST. Madam President, as
ranking member of the U.S. Senate
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, each week I recognize
an outstanding Iowa small business
that exemplifies the American entre-
preneurial spirit. This week, it is my
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privilege to recognize Keg Creek Brew-
ing Company of Glenwood, IA, as the
Senate Small Business of the Week.

In 2011, Randy Romens, John Bueltel,
Art Renze, and Grant Hebel founded
Keg Creek Brewing in Glenwood, IA.
Randy, John, Art, and Grant started in
the beer industry as homebrewers in
their garages and basements, brewing
10 gallons of beer at a time. After their
beer became a hit with friends and fam-
ily, they decided to start Keg Creek
Brewing Company, named after Keg
Creek in Glenwood. What began as one
location with three barrels quickly ex-
panded. In 2016, the team expanded
their production facility and, 2 years
later, moved into their current loca-
tion, where they now have 15 barrels.
In 2015, Keg Creek Brewing added a new
owner, Matt Kirsch, who has remained
instrumental in their continued suc-
cess.

Keg Creek Brewing offers 18 beers on
tap while distributing bottles and kegs
of beer throughout the Midwest. The
Brewery has a lively taproom and a
patio for customers and regularly hosts
trivia nights, live music, and karaoke.
During the spring and summer, they
hold sand volleyball and cornhole
leagues. In addition to beer, they also
support other local small businesses by
hosting food trucks, pizzas from Rober-
to’s Pizzas of Dunlap, and MinDee’s
Nuts of Malvern.

Keg Creek Brewing is actively in-
volved in the Glenwood community and
has been recognized for its rapid climb
in the brewery industry and craft
beers. In 2020, they were awarded a
bronze medal by the U.S. Open Beer
Championship for their ‘“‘Deviant of the
Depths” beer in the Rum Barrel Aged
Beer category and another bronze
medal for their ‘‘Old Marathon’ barley
wine in the Barrel-Aged Barley Wine
category. In 2017, the Brewers Associa-
tion’s list of 50 Fastest-Growing Small
and Independent Craft Breweries in the
United States recognized the Keg
Creek Brewery. Their beers have also
won awards at the Iowa State Fair and
are a staple at the craft beer tent. Keg
Creek Brewery has also hosted fund-
raising events for Relay for Life, the
Mills County K9 Unit, and the local li-
braries. In 2024, Keg Creek Brewing
celebrated its 13th business anniver-
sary.

Keg Creek Brewing Company’s com-
mitment to Glenwood and the craft
beer industry is clear. I want to con-
gratulate Matt Kirsch, Randy Romens,
John Bueltel, Art Renze, Grant Hebel,
and the entire Keg Creek Brewing Com-
pany team for their continued dedica-
tion to the Glenwood community. I
look forward to seeing their continued
growth and success in Iowa.e®

———

TRIBUTE TO TOM HENKE

e Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, I
rise today to recognize and honor a
model citizen Tom Henke. Tom’s out-
standing support of his family and
other families who have children with
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developmental disorders has earned
him the title of ‘“Champion of Mis-
souri.”

In addition to the accomplishment of
winning the World Series Champion-
ship with the St. Louis Cardinals as a
pitcher, his efforts in raising support
for a cause near and dear to him have
established him as a cornerstone of the
Jefferson City community. But before I
break down what makes him a cut
above the rest, let me tell you a little
about his family and what inspires
him.

Tom’s family motivates him both
professionally and personally. He and
his father used to play catch with a
baseball when he was a child. This sim-
ple act enabled him with a passion for
the sport that would serve him
throughout his life as he went on to
play on the highest stage possible, the
MLB. While in college, he met his wife
Kathy, married, and had four wonder-
ful children: Linsay, Ryan, Kim, and
Amanda. His family and his faith are
the centerpiece of his life.

Tom’s commitment to his family has
served as an inspiration in support of
the Special Learning Center in Jeffer-
son City. Inspired by his daughter
Amanda, Tom established the Tom
Henke Charity Classic Golf Tour-
nament, which pairs celebrities and
participants to play a round of golf to-
gether in support of the center.
Through his efforts, this event has
been pivotal in support of those with
disabilities and has raised over $1 mil-
lion in charity for the Special Learning
Center in Jefferson City. This center
empowers parents and their children
with skills that will serve them for
their entire lives.

Tom Henke is truly a Champion of
Missouri. As a father, I appreciate the
unwavering dedication it takes to sup-
port a family. I understand from per-
sonal experience that caring for some-
one with a special need requires love
and patience. My experiences with my
wife and children’s family have pushed
me to stand here today and honor this
distinguished man in his life’s jour-
ney.e

———

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT CROISANT

e Mr. TUBERVILLE. Madam Presi-
dent, in a time when we are facing
shortages in the trucking industry,
Alabama’s veterans are helping fill this
vital need in our economy. One such
veteran is Scott Croisant of Florence.
Scott joined the U.S. Marine Corps in
1982, after graduating from Wilson High
School.

While in the Marines, he trained to
become a truck driver. Scott deployed
twice to Lebanon, following the 1983
Beirut bombings. There, he helped
transport food, water, and ammunition
in combat zones. He was also part of
Operation Urgent Fury in Grenada.
After completing his time in the mili-
tary, Scott served in law enforcement
before entering the trucking industry.

And for more than 24 years, he has
driven a truck for Greenbush Logistics
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in Abbeville, out of its Tuscumbia loca-
tion. Scott spends many, many early
mornings and late nights on the road,
to keep our supply chains moving. He
is committed to ensuring folks across
the southeast get the building mate-
rials that they need on time. Scott has
an incredible record of more than 2
million accident-free miles.

Travis Williams, the director of Lo-
gistics for Greenbush, says that Scott
“‘epitomizes the essence of a profes-
sional driver. His unwavering dedica-
tion, skill, and attention to detail
make him a role model for all drivers.”

Scott is also a trusted mentor for up-
coming truckers. He has helped train
nearly 100 new truck drivers. Alabama
is thankful for Scott’s service to our
country, and his tireless efforts to keep
America’s economy moving.

It is my honor to recognize him as
the April Veteran of the Month.e

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his
secretaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
and a withdrawal which were referred
to the appropriate committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

————

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following joint resolutions were
read the second time, and placed on the
calendar:

S.J. Res. 67. Joint resolution to provide for
related procedures concerning the articles of
impeachment against Alejandro Nicholas
Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security.

S.J. Res. 68. Joint resolution providing for
the issuance of a summons, providing for the
appointment of a committee to receive and
to report evidence, and establishing related
procedures concerning the articles of im-
peachment against Alejandro Nicholas
Mayorkas.

S.J. Res. 69. Joint resolution to provide for
related procedures concerning the articles of
impeachment against Alejandro Nicholas
Mayorkas, Secretary of Homeland Security.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communication was
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and was referred as indicated:

EC-3960. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report relative to the des-
ignation as emergency requirements all
funding (including the transfer and
repurposing of funds) so designated by the
Congress in the Consolidated Appropriations
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Act, 2024 pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of
the of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as outlined in the
enclosed list of accounts received during ad-
journment of the Senate on March 25, 2024; to
the Committee on the Budget.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. MANCHIN, from the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, with an
amendment in the nature of a substitute:

S. 2581. A bill to extend the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-Determination
Act of 2000 (Rept. No. 118-163).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
CASSIDY):

S. 4074. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to approve interstate com-
merce carrier apprenticeship programs for
purposes of veterans educational assistance,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. HAGERTY:

S. 4075. A bill to prohibit payment card
networks and covered entities from requiring
the use of or assigning merchant category
codes that distinguish a firearms retailer
from a general merchandise retailer or sport-
ing goods retailer, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
FETTERMAN):

S. 4076. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
1077 River Road, Suite 1, in Washington
Crossing, Pennsylvania, as the ‘“‘Susan C.
Barnhart Post Office’; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Ms.
BUTLER):

S. 4077. A bill to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
180 Steuart Street in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia, as the ‘“‘Dianne Feinstein Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself, Mr. MORAN, Mr. CRAMER, Mr.
ROUNDS, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. THUNE,
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. DAINES,
Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mrs.
BRITT, Mrs. BLACKBURN, and Mr.
BUDD):

S.J. Res. 70. A joint resolution providing
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule
submitted by the Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection relating to ‘‘Credit Card Pen-
alty Fees (Regulation Z)’; to the Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
RISCH, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.
VAN HOLLEN, and Mr. ROMNEY):
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S. Res. 626. A resolution recognizing the
importance of the United States-Japan alli-
ance and welcoming the visit of Prime Min-
ister Kishida Fumio to the United States; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO):

S. Res. 627. A resolution honoring the
memory of Jereima ‘‘Jeri’’ Bustamante on
the sixth anniversary of her passing; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHATZ:

S. Res. 628. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of the Rise Up for LGBTQI+
Youth in Schools Initiative, a call to action
to communities across the country to de-
mand equal educational opportunity, basic
civil rights protections, and freedom from
erasure for all students, particularly
LGBTIQI+ young people, in K-12 schools; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr.
KAINE, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY,

Mr. COONS, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
KING, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. KLo-

BUCHAR, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. SHAHEEN,
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
WELCH, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WYDEN, and
Ms. WARREN):

S. Res. 629. A resolution condemning the
arbitrary arrest of United States citizens by
the Government of the Russian Federation
and calling for the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of such citizens; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 133
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 133, a bill to extend the National
Alzheimer’s Project.
S. 134
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 134, a bill to require an annual
budget estimate for the initiatives of
the National Institutes of Health pur-
suant to reports and recommendations
made under the National Alzheimer’s
Project Act.
S. 334
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CRrUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S.
334, a bill to modify the restriction in
section 3326 of title 5, United States
Code, relating to the appointment of
retired members of the Armed Forces
to positions in the Department of De-
fense to apply to positions at or above
the GS-14 level.
S. 566
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 566, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify and ex-
tend the deduction for charitable con-
tributions for individuals not itemizing
deductions.
S. 740
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
names of the Senator from California
(Ms. BUTLER), the Senator from Mary-
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land (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) and the
Senator from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ
MasTO) were added as cosponsors of S.
740, a bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to reinstate criminal pen-
alties for persons charging veterans un-
authorized fees relating to claims for
benefits under the laws administered
by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and for other purposes.
S. 815
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from Oregon
(Mr. MERKLEY) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 815, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to the female tele-
phone operators of the Army Signal
Corps, known as the ‘“‘Hello Girls’’.
S. 1426
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1426, a bill to improve the identi-
fication and support of children and
families who experience trauma.
S. 1462
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1462, a bill to amend title 18,
United States Code, to improve the
Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act
of 2004 and provisions relating to the
carrying of concealed weapons by law
enforcement officers, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1567
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1567, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to address the
teacher and school leader shortage in
early childhood, elementary, and sec-
ondary education, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1714
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1714, a bill to provide
paid family leave benefits to certain
individuals, and for other purposes.
S. 1979
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1979, a bill to amend title 9 of the
United States Code with respect to ar-
bitration of disputes involving age dis-
crimination.
S. 2307
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Ms.
SINEMA) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2307, a bill to support and strengthen
the fighter aircraft capabilities of the
Air Force, and for other purposes.
S. 2477
At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNg) and the Senator from Alas-
ka (Ms. MURKOWSKI) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2477, a bill to amend title
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XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide pharmacy payment of certain
services.
S. 2496
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2496, a bill to amend the National
Housing Act to include information re-
garding VA home loans in the Informed
Consumer Choice Disclosure required
to be provided to prospective FHA bor-
rowers.
S. 2515
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator
from Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2515, a bill to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 and the Small Business Act to ex-
pand the availability of employee
stock ownership plans in S corpora-
tions, and for other purposes.
S. 2825
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Washington
(Mrs. MURRAY), the Senator from Iowa
(Ms. ERNST), the Senator from Illinois
(Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the Senator from
New Mexico (Mr. HEINRICH) were added
as cosponsors of S. 2825, a bill to award
a Congressional Gold Medal to the
United States Army Dustoff crews of
the Vietnam War, collectively, in rec-
ognition of their extraordinary her-
oism and life-saving actions in Viet-
nam.
S. 2932
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2932, a bill to direct the
Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices to provide guidance to State Med-
icaid agencies, public housing agencies,
Continuums of Care, and housing fi-
nance agencies on connecting Medicaid
beneficiaries with housing-related serv-
ices and supports under Medicaid and
other housing resources, and for other
purposes.
S. 3231
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3231, a bill to enable the
people of Puerto Rico to choose a per-
manent, nonterritorial, fully self-gov-
erning political status for Puerto Rico
and to provide for a transition to and
the implementation of that permanent,
nonterritorial, fully self-governing po-
litical status, and for other purposes.
S. 3254
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 32564, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow expenses
for parents to be taken into account as
medical expenses, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3264
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
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fornia (Ms. BUTLER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3264, a bill to establish a
manufactured housing community im-
provement grant program, and for
other purposes.
S. 3519
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from California (Mr. PADILLA) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3519, a bill to
direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to issue guidance on
whether hospital emergency depart-
ments should implement fentanyl test-
ing as a routine procedure for patients
experiencing an overdose, and for other
purposes.
S. 3558
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3558, a bill to prohibit contracting with
certain biotechnology providers, and
for other purposes.
S. 3740
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3740, a bill to amend the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968 to reauthorize the residential sub-
stance use disorder treatment program,
and for other purposes.
S. 3961
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3961, a bill to amend the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
of 1978 to reform certain authorities
and to provide greater transparency
and oversight.
S. 3992
At the request of Mr. ScoTT of South
Carolina, the name of the Senator from
Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was
added as a cosponsor of S. 3992, a bill to
prohibit the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration from
directly making loans under the 7(a)
loan program, and for other purposes.
S. 3998
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the name
of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
3998, a bill to provide for the perma-
nent appointment of certain temporary
district judgeships.
8.J. RES. 57
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr.
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S.J.
Res. 57, a joint resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of
the rule submitted by the Department
of the Treasury relating to
“Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal
Recovery Funds’.
S. CON. RES. 32
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from California
(Ms. BUTLER) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were
added as cosponsors of S. Con. Res. 32,
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a concurrent resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of International
Transgender Day of Visibility.
S. RES. 537

At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 537, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that the United
States should recognize the 1994 geno-
cide in Rwanda as ‘‘the genocide
against the Tutsi in Rwanda’’.

S. RES. 616

At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 616, a resolution condemning
the treatment of Dr. Gubad Ibadoghlu
by the Government of Azerbaijan and
urging his immediate release, and for
other purposes.

——————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and
Ms. BUTLER):

S. 4077. A bill to designate the facil-
ity of the United States Postal Service
located at 180 Steuart Street in San
Francisco, California, as the ‘‘Dianne
Feinstein Post Office’”’; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise to speak in support of my bill to
rename a post office in San Francisco
after my former colleague, mentor, and
dear friend, the late Senator Dianne
Feinstein.

Dianne was a towering figure not just
in modern California politics, but in
the history of our State and our Na-
tion. She broke barriers throughout
her career. Her leadership as the first
woman to serve as the mayor of San
Francisco in the aftermath of the trag-
ic assassination of Mayor George
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk
showcased her unique ability to lead
with grace and strength in the face of
adversity.

As we look to honor her memory, I
believe that one small, but important,
way to remember Dianne would be to
rename a post office in her beloved
hometown after her. Just as Dianne
had a keen ability to bridge divides and
connect with people from all walks of
life, our local post offices symbolize
the importance of keeping Americans
connected to each other.

My bill would rename the postal fa-
cility at 180 Steuart Street in San
Francisco as the ‘‘Dianne Feinstein
Post Office.”

The site of this post office is rich
with decades of history for the Postal
Service, the city of San Francisco, and
Dianne’s career. It is located adjacent
to the Rincon Annex, which served as
the city’s main postal processing and
distribution center from 1940 to 1979.
This building is designed in the
Streamline Moderne style and is
adorned with 27 murals depicting the
history of San Francisco, which was



April 8, 2024

funded through the New Deal-era
Works Progress Administration. Due to
its history and timeless artwork, the
Rincon Annex is listed as a San Fran-
cisco Designated Landmark and on the
U.S. National Register of Historic
Places.

After the postal operations at the
Rincon Annex were relocated in 1979,
then-Mayor Feinstein oversaw the de-
velopment of the Rincon Center, which
opened in 1988. This large complex,
which includes the historic Rincon
Annex, contains a network of shops,
restaurants, offices, apartments, and
the post office that is the subject of my
bill.

Located just off the Embarcadero in
downtown San Francisco, the ‘“‘Dianne
Feinstein Post Office” would serve all
kinds of people—from workers on their
lunch break sending a letter, to local
residents picking up a package, to
tourists sending postcards back home
to family—all with a stunning view of
the Bay Bridge from its front door.

This post office dedication is just one
small way to remember Dianne’s leg-
acy. And just as she served her beloved
San Francisco for so many years, I
know that this post office will continue
to serve San Franciscans for years to
come.

I thank Senator BUTLER for joining
me in this effort, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 626—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
THE UNITED STATES-JAPAN AL-
LIANCE AND WELCOMING THE
VISIT OF PRIME  MINISTER
KISHIDA FUMIO TO THE UNITED
STATES

Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. RISCH,
Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, and Mr. ROMNEY) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. RES. 626

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance
remains a cornerstone of peace, security, and
prosperity and underscores the unwavering
commitment of United States to Japan and
the Indo-Pacific region;

Whereas the United States and Japan es-
tablished diplomatic relations with the sign-
ing of the Treaty of Peace and Amity on
March 31, 1854;

Whereas January 19, 2024, marked the 64th
anniversary of the signing of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security between
the United States and Japan;

Whereas, in May 2016, then-President
Barack Obama made a historic visit to Hiro-
shima Memorial Peace Park, and in Decem-
ber 2016, then-Prime Minister Abe Shinzo
made a historic visit to Pearl Harbor, dem-
onstrating the willingness both nations to
overcome the most sensitive aspects of our
shared history to form the powerful alliance
that exists today;

Whereas, during the U.S.-Japan Security
Consultative Committee (2+2) on January 11,
2023, both countries resolved to advance bi-
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lateral alliance modernization initiatives to
build a more capable, integrated, and agile
alliance that bolsters deterrence and ad-
dresses evolving regional and global security
challenges;

Whereas, under the premiership of Kishida
Fumio, the Government of Japan has taken
historic steps to modernize Japan’s national
security strategy and defense policy through
the release of the 2022 National Security
Strategy, the National Defense Strategy,
and Defense Buildup Program, including
commitments to increase defense spending
to 2 percent of GDP within 5 years and to de-
velop counterstrike capabilities;

Whereas the United States and Japan have
deepened their defense cooperation through
various bilateral and multilateral exercises
and across domains that include space and
cyber;

Whereas the Government of Japan shares
the costs of stationing approximately 55,000
members of the United States Armed Forces,
civilians, and family members in Japan, and
enables the United States to forward deploy
significant military resources such as the
USS Ronald Reagan and the F-35 Joint
Strike Fighter, to meet the alliance’s cur-
rent and future security challenges;

Whereas the United States’ extended deter-
rence commitments to Japan remain iron-
clad and backed by the full range of United
States capabilities;

Whereas the Senkaku Islands fall within
the scope of Article V of the U.S.-Japan
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security;

Whereas a strong trilateral relationship
between and among the United States, the
Republic of Korea, and Japan is vital for pro-
moting Indo-Pacific security, defending free-
dom and democracy, and upholding human
rights and rule of law;

Whereas, in August 2023, Japan Prime Min-
ister Kishida Fumio, Republic of Korea
President Yoon Suk Yeol, and United States
President Joseph R. Biden announced a ‘‘new
era of trilateral partnership’” at the Camp
David Summit, including a ‘‘commitment to
consult” in an expeditious manner regarding
regional challenges, provocations, and
threats affecting trilateral collective inter-
ests and security;

Whereas the United States, Japan, and the
Republic of Korea have deepened mutual co-
operation and dialogue in a series of fields,
including—

(1) the trilateral Indo-Pacific Dialogue;

(2) the expansion of a multi-year schedule
for trilateral military exercises, including
the first-ever trilateral aerial exercise;

(3) the activation of the real-time Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK)
missile warning data sharing mechanism;

(4) the establishment of new trilateral peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, including a tri-
lateral youth summit and a technology lead-
ers training program; and

(5) the creation of a trilateral Diplomatic
Working Group to counter cyber threats
posed by the DPRK;

Whereas the trilateral partnership cur-
rently faces a unique opportunity to drive
shared priorities at the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, while both Japan and the Re-
public of Korea serve as nonpermanent rep-
resentatives;

Whereas, in May 2023, during the G7 Hiro-
shima Summit, G7 leaders underscored their
enduring support for Ukraine’s sovereignty,
reaffirmed the importance of peace and sta-
bility in the Taiwan Strait, took steps to se-
cure critical supply chains, demonstrated
ongoing commitments to strengthening
global health security, and more;

Whereas Japan continues to work closely
with the United States and other G7 partners
to stand against economic coercion by adver-
saries, including through the establishment
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of the G7 Coordination Platform on Eco-
nomic Coercion;

Whereas, since the beginning of Russia’s
unprovoked and unjustified invasion of
Ukraine, Japan has demonstrated its strong
support for Ukraine, including through high-
level diplomatic engagements, humanitarian
and security assistance, financial support,
and coordinating sanctions against Russia
with the United States and other G7 coun-
tries;

Whereas, in February 2024, Japan hosted
the Japan-Ukraine Conference for Promotion
of Economic Growth and Reconstruction,
which facilitated cooperation between Japan
and Ukraine, including public-private part-
nerships, to support Ukraine’s future devel-
opment across sectors, including infrastruc-
ture, energy, agriculture, and information
technology, and announced the opening of a
new government trade office in Kyiv, as well
as $105,000,000 in new aid for Ukraine;

Whereas Japan has contributed to sup-
porting the Indo-Pacific region’s develop-
ment, stability, and prosperity through the
Quad’s positive, practical agenda with the
United States, Australia, and India, includ-
ing through the third in-person Quad Lead-
ers’ Summit in May 2023, where Quad mem-
bers reaffirmed their commitment to a ‘“‘free
and open Indo-Pacific that is inclusive and
resilient’’;

Whereas Japan has worked with the mem-
bers of the Quad to strengthen cooperation
on health security, environment, maritime
domain awareness, critical and emerging
technologies, space, infrastructure develop-
ment, cyber resilience, and more;

Whereas Japan has contributed to the pro-
motion of quality infrastructure investment,
and the United States and Japan continue to
share an interest in energy security and co-
operation on advanced energy technologies;

Whereas Japan has made critical contribu-
tions to the development of Open Radio Ac-
cess Network (O-RAN) technology and
worked closely with the United States to
promote an open, free, interoperable, reli-
able, and secure internet, including through
initiatives such as the Global Digital
Connectivity Partnership;

Whereas, in June 2023, Japan joined the
United States and Australia in signing an
agreement to develop a $95,000,000 undersea
cable project that is expected to connect
more than 100,000 individuals across three
countries in the Pacific;

Whereas Japan is one of the largest trading
partners of the United States, with bilateral
trade totaling over $300,000,000,000 in 2022,
and Japan continues to hold the largest
share of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in
the TUnited States, making the TUnited
States-Japan bilateral economic relationship
one of the world’s strongest;

Whereas, during an official visit in Novem-
ber 2017 to Japan, President Donald J. Trump
underscored the importance of expanding
trade and foreign direct investment between
the United States and Japan to strengthen
economic growth and job creation, and on
October 7, 2019, the Governments of the
United States and Japan signed the U.S.-
Japan Trade Agreement and U.S.-Japan Dig-
ital Trade Agreement, and these agreements
entered into force on January 1, 2020;

Whereas, in January 2022, the TUnited
States and Japan established the Economic
Policy Consultative Committee (‘‘Economic
2+2”), which convened for a second ministe-
rial meeting in November 2023, on the side-
lines of the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) Summit;

Whereas the Government of Japan-spon-
sored Japan Exchange and Teaching (JET)
program has more than 35,000 United States
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alumni and represents one of many ex-
changes that have cemented our close peo-
ple-to-people ties;

Whereas, every year, more than 1,000,000
individuals visit Washington, D.C., to cele-
brate the National Cherry Blossom Festival,
which serves as a reminder of the enduring
friendship between the United States and
Japan; and

Whereas, in April 2024, Prime Minister
Kishida Fumio will visit the United States
at the invitation of President Joseph R.
Biden, Jr.: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) welcomes Prime Minister
Fumio to the United States;

(2) reaffirms the strong and long-standing
partnership between the Governments of the
United States and Japan, rooted in a shared
commitment to upholding peace, security,
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and
beyond;

(3) stands ready to support efforts to build
a more capable and modernized alliance to
address regional and global security chal-
lenges;

(4) applauds the commitment of the Gov-
ernment of Japan to defense modernization,
including its goal to increase defense spend-
ing to 2 percent of GDP by 2027;

(5) reaffirms the commitment of the
United States to the defense of Japan under
Article V of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty;

(6) reaffirms that the Senkaku Islands fall
within the scope of Article V of the U.S.-
Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Se-
curity, and that the United States remains
opposed to any unilateral attempts to
change the status quo in the East China Sea
or undermine Japan’s administration of
these islands;

(7) recognizes the unprecedented conver-
gence of the national security and defense
strategies between our two nations, as well
as the need to further bolster deterrence in
the Indo-Pacific;

(8) supports Japan’s efforts to expand secu-
rity cooperation with other United States al-
lies and partners, most notably with the Re-
public of Korea, Australia, the United King-
dom, the Philippines and India;

(9) applauds recent advancements in tri-
lateral cooperation among the United
States, Japan, and the Republic of Korea
(ROK), as well as bilateral Japan-ROK rela-
tions;

(10) encourages efforts to strengthen en-
gagement with Japan in bilateral and multi-
lateral forums, including the Quad;

(11) acknowledges Japan’s leadership as the
G7 host nation in 2023, including its coordi-
nation among G7 members to address eco-
nomic coercion, as well as the announcement
of the G7 AI Principles and Code of Conduct,
and focus on support for Ukraine;

(12) calls for continued cooperation be-
tween the Governments of the United States
and Japan in promoting our shared demo-
cratic values and respect for human rights;
and

(13) commits to strengthening and deep-
ening diplomatic, economic, security, and
people-to-people ties between the United
States and Japan.

Kishida

———
SENATE RESOLUTION  627—HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF
JEREIMA “JERI” BUSTAMANTE

ON THE SIXTH ANNIVERSARY OF
HER PASSING

Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself
and Mr. RUBIO) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary:
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S. RES. 627

Whereas Jereima ‘‘Jeri” Bustamante (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘Jeri
Bustamante’’) lived the American Dream;

Whereas, after moving from Panama to the
United States with her family, Jeri
Bustamante—

(1) attended Miami Beach Senior High
School; and

(2) earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Commu-
nication and Media Sciences and a Master’s
Degree in Public Administration from Flor-
ida International University;

Whereas Jeri Bustamante had a tireless
work ethic and a passion for communication
and paid for her education by working while
enrolled in school;

Whereas that tireless work ethic propelled
Jeri Bustamante to professional success, be-
ginning with an internship at a Miami tele-
vision station and culminating in a period of
service as press secretary to Governor Rick
Scott;

Whereas the enthusiasm, compassion, te-
nacity, and vibrant energy of Jeri
Bustamante are greatly missed by her fam-
ily, friends, and coworkers;

Whereas the spirit of Jeri Bustamante
lives on through the Jereima Bustamante
Memorial Scholarship, which aims to help
graduates of Miami Beach Senior High
School achieve their goals and pursue the
American Dream through a college edu-
cation; and

Whereas April 8, 2024, marks 6 years since
the life of Jeri Bustamante was tragically
cut short in a fatal boating accident: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) honors the life and memory of Jereima
“Jeri” Bustamante (referred to in this reso-
lution as “‘Jeri Bustamante’’);

(2) offers heartfelt condolences to the fam-
ily, loved omes, and friends of Jeri
Bustamante;

(3) recognizes that living the American
Dream remains possible for any individual
who, following the example of Jeri
Bustamante, works hard to pursue and
achieve a goal; and

(4) encourages the recipients of the
Jereima Bustamante Memorial Scholarship
to carry on the legacy of Jeri Bustamante.

——
SENATE RESOLUTION  628—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND

IDEALS OF THE RISE UP FOR
LGBTQI+ YOUTH IN SCHOOLS INI-
TIATIVE, A CALL TO ACTION TO
COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE
COUNTRY TO DEMAND EQUAL
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY,
BASIC CIVIL RIGHTS PROTEC-
TIONS, AND FREEDOM FROM
ERASURE FOR ALL STUDENTS,
PARTICULARLY LGBTIQI+ YOUNG
PEOPLE, IN K-12 SCHOOLS

Mr. SCHATZ submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. RES. 628
Whereas young people, teachers, school

staff, families, and communities must be free
from transphobia, homophobia, racism,
sexism, and ableism in K-12 schools;

Whereas K-12 schools must be safe and in-
clusive learning environments that include
and affirm LGBTQI+ young people, espe-
cially those who are transgender, nonbinary,
intersex, Black, Indigenous, people of color,
and people with disabilities and those who
are from communities that experience
marginalization;

April 8, 2024

Whereas, for more than 2 decades, Congress
has supported a resolution for a National
Day of Silence, and, for a decade, Congress
has supported a resolution for No Name-Call-
ing Week;

Whereas advocates have designated 2024 to
2025 as a time for communities to support
the Rise Up for LGBTQI+ Youth in Schools
Initiative in support of LGBTQI+ young peo-
ple in schools by building on the goals of Na-
tional Day of (No) Silence and No Name-
Calling Week to create a sustained call to
action to demand equal educational opportu-
nities, basic civil rights protections, and
freedom from erasure for all students;

Whereas LGBTQI+ young people frequently
experience bias-based bullying and harass-
ment, discrimination, and punitive discipline
that increases the likelihood they will enter
the school-to-prison pipeline;

Whereas over 200 anti-LGBTQI+ education
bills have been introduced each year in State
legislatures across the country, the majority
of which specifically target transgender and
nonbinary young people, including—

(1) in Idaho, where on March 30, 2020, Gov-
ernor Brad Little signed the first bill into
law barring transgender students from play-
ing on the school sports teams that cor-
respond with their gender identity;

(2) in 24 additional States that enacted
policies between 2021 and 2024 that prohibit
transgender students from playing alongside
their peers on school sports teams;

(3) in Tennessee, where in 2021, Governor
Bill Lee signed a bill that allows any stu-
dent, parent, or employee to sue if they
interact with a transgender person in a
school bathroom or other facility; and

(4) in 10 States that, between 2021 and 2024,
enacted laws that prevent transgender stu-
dents from using the school bathroom or
locker room that corresponds with their gen-
der identity;

Whereas GLSEN’s 2021 National School Cli-
mate Survey found that LGBTQI+ students
who experienced discrimination on the basis
of their LGBTQI+ identity at school in the
past year, including being prevented from
using the restroom that aligns with their
gender identity and being barred from play-
ing on the school sports team that aligns
with their gender identity, were nearly 3
times as likely to have missed school in the
past month, had lower GPAs, reported lower
feelings of school belonging, and had higher
levels of depression compared to LGBTQI+
students who had not experienced similar
discrimination;

Whereas LGBTQI+ young people are more
likely than their non-LGBTQI+ peers to ex-
perience mental health concerns, including
stress, anxiety, and depression;

Whereas nearly half of LGBTQI+ young
people seriously considered suicide in the
last year, a trend that increases among In-
digenous, Black, and multiracial LGBTQI+
young people;

Whereas the GLSEN’s 2021 National School
Climate Survey found that, among LGBTQI+
students who said that they were considering
dropping out of school, 31.4 percent indicated
that they were doing so because of the hos-
tile climate created by gendered school poli-
cies and practices;

Whereas States have passed or attempted
to pass legislation that erases or censors
LGBTQI+ individuals, history, and contribu-
tions from classroom literature and cur-
ricula, including—

(1) in Florida, where in March 2022, Gov-
ernor Ron DeSantis signed HB 1557 into law,
censoring instruction related to LGBTQI+
people, commonly referred to as the “Don’t
Say LGBTQ+” law;

(2) in the 6 additional States that enacted
laws between 2022 and 2024 censoring instruc-
tion related to LGBTQI+ people;
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(3) in Arizona, where in May of 2021, Gov-
ernor Doug Ducey signed HB 2035, which re-
quires parental consent for a child to learn
about topics such as the United States Su-
preme Court ruling in Obergefell v. Hodges,
576 U.S. 644 (2015), in which the Court held
that the fundamental right to marry is guar-
anteed to same-sex couples; and

(4) in Arkansas, Florida, Montana, and
Tennessee, which in 2021 enacted laws that
treat instruction related to LGBTQI+ indi-
viduals in history, science, the arts, or any
academic class as a sensitive topic that re-
quires parental notification and allows par-
ents to opt their child out of such instruc-
tion;

Whereas these laws harm students and
force families to consider leaving their
homes, as demonstrated in a Williams Insti-
tute report, which found that 56 percent of
LGBTQI+ parents of students in Florida con-
sidered moving out of Florida and 16.5 per-
cent have taken steps to move out of Florida
because of HB 1557;

Whereas States have gone farther by spe-
cifically targeting transgender students and
their families with policies that attack men-
tal health counseling and gender-affirming
care for transgender students, including—

(1) in Texas, where in 2022, Governor Greg
Abbott issued a directive to the Department
of Family and Protective Services to inves-
tigate the parents of young people seeking
gender-affirming care for child abuse, which
purported to require school professionals to
report parents who are supportive of their
transgender child for investigation; and

(2) the introduction of at least 55 bills in 22
States, since the beginning of the 2024 legis-
lative session, that prohibit or create bar-
riers to the social affirmation of transgender
and nonbinary students in schools, such as
using a student’s chosen name and pronouns,
regardless of the risk to the student’s safety,
health, and well-being;

Whereas 85 percent of transgender and non-
binary young people say that recent debates
prompted by State legislation restricting the
rights of transgender individuals have nega-
tively impacted their mental health;

Whereas data provided by the Department
of Justice shows that the number of reported
anti-LGBTQI+ hate crimes in schools has in-
creased from 145 reported incidents in 2019 to
251 reported incidents in 2022;

Whereas every young person must have
equal educational opportunity and freedom
from the fear that their basic civil and edu-
cational rights will be taken away from
them;

Whereas young people who develop in posi-
tive school climates, free from bullying, har-
assment, and discrimination, report greater
physical and psychological safety, greater
mental well-being, and improved educational
and life outcomes;

Whereas positive school transformation
must recognize that safety is too low of a bar
and that all communities deserve to be ac-
knowledged and affirmed in schools;

Whereas students and families, educators,
and community members in Arizona, Arkan-
sas, Florida, Idaho, Montana, Tennessee,
Texas, and in all States and territories are
advocating for safe and inclusive learning
environments that affirm LGBTQI+ young
people, particularly those who are
transgender, nonbinary, Black, Indigenous,
people of color, and people with disabilities;

Whereas affirming policies, such as enu-
merated anti-bullying protections, gender
neutral dress code guidelines, and inclusive
learning practices, are proven strategies to
address hostile learning environments for all
students; and

Whereas we must all demand the best pos-
sible future for all young people in schools,
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particularly those who identify as LGBTQI+,
without exception: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of the Rise
Up for LGBTQI+ Youth in Schools Initiative
in demanding the best possible future for all
young people in schools, particularly those
who identify as LGBTQI+;

(2) recognizes the contributions of students
and families, educators, and community
members who participate in the Day of (No)
Silence to draw attention to the bullying,
harassment, assault, and discrimination
faced by LGBTQI+ students; and

(3) encourages each State, territory, and
locality to support the Rise Up for LGBTQI+
Youth in Schools Initiative and adopt laws
and policies that prohibit bias-based victim-
ization, exclusion, and erasure.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  629—CON-
DEMNING THE ARBITRARY AR-
REST OF UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS BY THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AND
CALLING FOR THE IMMEDIATE
AND UNCONDITIONAL RELEASE
OF SUCH CITIZENS

Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. KAINE,
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. CASEY, Mr. COONS,
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. KING, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BENNET, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER,
Mr. WELCH, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. WYDEN,
and Ms. WARREN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions:

S. REsS. 629

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has arbitrarily and cruelly ar-
rested United States citizens under false pre-
tenses in order to extract bargaining lever-
age on unrelated matters;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a per-
manent member of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council;

Whereas, on March 29, 2023, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation arrested
United States citizen and accredited Wall
Street Journal reporter Evan Gershkovich
on fraudulent charges of espionage for his re-
porting on the Russian economy;

Whereas Gershkovich has spent more than
one year in pretrial detention in the noto-
rious Lefortovo prison in Moscow, including
in isolation with limited access to medical
care and attorneys;

Whereas, even during the Cold War, the So-
viet Union never held a journalist from the
United States for similar long-term deten-
tion, with the closest parallel being the 1986
arrest and 13-day detainment of U.S. News
and World Report journalist Nicholas
Daniloff;

Whereas the Department of State deter-
mined on April 10, 2023, that Gershkovich has
been wrongfully detained by the Government
of the Russian Federation;

Whereas, on December 28, 2018, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation arrested
United States citizen Paul Whelan and later
convicted him on June 15, 2020, on fraudulent
espionage charges;

Whereas Whelan has spent nearly four
years in various high-security jails and labor
camps in the Russian Federation, while en-
during solitary confinement, forced labor,
and the denial of medical care;

Whereas the Department of State deter-
mined on April 10, 2023, that Whelan has been
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wrongfully detained by the Government of
the Russian Federation;

Whereas United States Ambassador to the
Russian Federation Lynne Tracy publicly
stated on March 26, 2024, following Evan
Gershkovich’s court hearing, ‘‘Evan’s case is
not about evidence, due process, or rule of
law. It is about using American citizens as
pawns to achieve political ends, as the Krem-
lin is doing in the case of Paul Whelan’’;

Whereas, on June 2, 2023, the Government
of the Russian Federation arrested United
States citizen and Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty journalist Alsu Kurmasheva on po-
litically motivated charges of working as a
foreign agent and ‘‘spreading falsehoods
about the Russian military,” and who now
faces a prison sentence up to 15 years;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has repeatedly denied consular
access, basic medical care, and ordered
Kurmasheva to remain in pre-trial detention
in prison conditions Kurmasheva described
as ‘‘inhumane’’;

Whereas, on August 14, 2021, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation arrested
United States citizen and international
schoolteacher Marc Fogel for possession of
medical marijuana prescribed by his physi-
cian, then sentenced him on June 16, 2022, to
an excessive l4-year sentence in a Russian
labor camp;

Whereas lawyers from the Russian Federa-
tion informed Fogel’s family that the typical
sentence for the offense is five years of pro-
bation, and in 2019, the same Russian court
sentenced a Russian defendant to eight years
in prison for the possession of 1,500 grams of
various narcotics;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation sentenced Fogel to punishment
vastly disproportionate to the severity of his
nonviolent crime, wildly dissimilar to the
typical punishments for comparable offenses
in the Russian Federation, and clearly moti-
vated by ongoing political tensions between
the Russian Federation and the United
States;

Whereas, on January 28, 2024, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation arrested
United States citizen and amateur ballerina
Ksenia Khavana on fraudulent charges of
high treason during a visit to the Russian
Federation after she donated $50 to a charity
supporting humanitarian aid for Ukraine;

Whereas Khavana has been held in a high-
security prison with no access to hot water
or heat during winter, and faces a 20-year
sentence with limited means of legal defense;

Whereas, on February 17, 2022, the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation arrested
Brittney Griner on trumped-up charges, kept
her in detention for approximately ten
months, and eventually released her on De-
cember 8, 2022, in exchange for notorious
Russian arms dealer Viktor Bout;

Whereas, on April 11, 2022, the Government
of the Russian Federation arrested United
States permanent resident Vladimir Kara-
Murza for criticizing renewed invasion of
Ukraine by the Russian Federation and re-
sulting ongoing war and the criminality of
the Government of the Russian Federation,
and sentenced Kara-Murza on April 17, 2023,
to a 25-year sentence for ‘‘high treason’’;

Whereas human rights groups in the Rus-
sian Federation estimate that the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation holds nearly
20,000 political prisoners in Russian jails, in-
cluding, until his February 2024 death in a
Siberian gulag, opposition leader Alexei
Navalny;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has kidnapped more than 19,000
Ukrainian children and abducted them to the
Russian Federation, resulting in President
Vladimir Putin being indicted by the Inter-
national Criminal Court for war crimes;
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Whereas, under Vladimir Putin, Russian
courts are neither independent nor fair in
the administration of justice and are en-
tirely beholden to the political whims of
Putin;

Whereas the Government of the Russian
Federation has refused to provide neither
minimal due process nor fair independent
legal proceedings for United States citizens
Gershkovich, Whelan, Kurmasheva, Fogel,
and Khavana;

Whereas the Department of State has
called for the release of Gershkovich,
Whelan, Kurmasheva, Fogel, and Khavana;

Whereas the arrest and continued deten-
tion of Gershkovich, Whelan, Kurmasheva,
Fogel, and Khavana amount to hostage tak-
ing by the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns—

(A) the arbitrary arrest and continued de-
tention of United States citizens Evan
Gershkovich, Paul Whelan, Alsu
Kurmasheva, Marc Fogel, and Ksenia
Khavana, and United States permanent resi-
dent Vladimir Kara-Murza by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation;

(B) the hostage taking of United States
citizens by a Permanent Member of the
United Nations Security Council; and

(C) the ongoing persecution, arrest, and po-
litical imprisonment of ordinary Russian
citizens and human rights defenders who call
for the end of the war in Ukraine and de-
mand freedom in the Russian Federation;

(2) urges the Department of State to deter-
mine that Alsu Kurmasheva, Marc Fogel,
Ksenia Khavana, and Vladimir Kara-Murza
have been wrongfully detained by the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation; and

(3) calls on the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of United States citizens Evan
Gershkovich, Paul Whelan, Alsu
Kurmasheva, Marc Fogel, and Ksenia
Khavana, and United States permanent resi-
dent Vladimir Kara-Murza.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I
want to address what can only be
called the hostage-taking of Americans
by the government of Vladimir Putin
of Russia. The list is troubling and
growing.

This month marks the 1-year anni-
versary of Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich’s dubious arrest in
Russia. He has spent more than a year
in pretrial detention in a notorious
Moscow prison, including in isolation,
with limited medical attention. Even
during the height of the Cold War, the
Soviet police state didn’t arrest and
hold American journalists in such a
brazen and transparently crude man-
ner. The longest was a U.S. News &
World Report reporter, who was re-
leased after 13 days.

But it is not just Evan whom Vladi-
mir Putin is holding hostage. In 2018,
Russia arrested American citizen Paul
Whelan and sentenced him to 16 years
in prison on fraudulent espionage
charges. He has spent 4 years in various
Russian high-security jails and labor
camps, enduring solitary confinement
and forced labor.

Last year, Russia arrested American
citizen and Radio Free Europe jour-
nalist Alsu Kurmasheva for being a for-
eign agent. She is facing a 5-year sen-
tence. While in pretrial detention, her
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conditions are being described as ‘‘in-
humane.”

In August 2021, Russia arrested
American citizen and international
schoolteacher Marc Fogel for pos-
sessing medical marijuana prescribed
by his physician. Then they sentenced
him to a ludicrous 14-year sentence in
Russian labor camps.

Earlier this year, Russia arrested
American citizen Ksenia Khavana on
nonsense charges of high treason after
she donated—get this—$50 to a charity
supporting humanitarian aid for
Ukraine. For that, she is facing a 20-
year sentence in prison.

Two years ago, Russia also arrested
U.S. legal permanent resident Vladimir
Kara-Murza, sentencing him to 25 years
for criticizing Putin’s disastrous war in
Ukraine.

These are some of the photographs of
the individuals whom I have just de-
scribed.

Mr. Kara-Murza was a visitor in my
office. I know him personally. I met
with him a month before his arrest.
And, despite two murder attempts by
poisoning, he was determined to go
back to Russia to fight for democracy.
Evgenia, his wife, is here this week for
a bipartisan event on the anniversary
of his arrest.

And let us not forget Brittney
Griner, whose arrest in 2022 on
trumped-up charges was cynically used
to secure the release of notorious Rus-
sian arms merchant Viktor Bout.

It is outrageous that Russia, a per-
manent member of the United Nations
Security Council, is holding hostage
American citizens. It is the act of a
desperate rogue regime, similar to the
criminal actions of countries like Iran,
North Korea, and Venezuela.

Today, I am introducing a resolution
condemning Russia’s hostage-taking,
calling for the immediate release of
these hostages and urging the adminis-
tration to comnsider ‘‘wrongfully de-
tained” status.

And, to those detained and their fam-
ilies, I want you to know you are not
forgotten. We will continue to advocate
for your release.

————

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 9,
2024

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President,
this is a very short one tonight.

I ask unanimous consent that when
the Senate completes its business
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m.
on Tuesday, April 9; that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon the conclu-
sion of morning business, the Senate
proceed to executive session to resume
consideration of the Bazis nomination
postcloture; further, that all time on
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the Bazis nomination be considered ex-
pired at 11:30 a.m. and that following
the cloture vote on the White nomina-
tion, the Senate recess until 2:15 p.m.
to allow for the weekly caucus meet-
ings, with all time during recess count-
ing postcloture; finally, that if any
nominations are confirmed during
Tuesday’s session, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 7:46 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday,
April 9, 2024, at 10 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRATION

SUBJECT TO QUALIFICATIONS PROVIDED BY LAW, THE
FOLLOWING FOR DIRECTOR, NATIONAL OCEANIC AND AT-
MOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION COMMISSIONED OFFICER
CORPS AND OFFICE OF MARINE AND AVIATION OPER-
ATIONS.

To be rear admiral
CHAD M. CARY

IN THE AIR FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203:

To be brigadier general

COL. KIMBERLY A. MCCUE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general

COL. JOHN A. CLUCK

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI-
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be brigadier general

COL. JACK R. ARTHAUD

COL. ANTHONY D. BABCOCK
COL. CATHERINE V. BARRINGTON
COL. ARIEL G. BATUNGBACAL
COL. CASSIUS T. BENTLEY IIT
COL. MICHAEL D. CURRY
COL. LINDSAY C. DROZ

COL. MASON R. DULA

COL. TODD R. DYER

COL. TRAVIS L. EDWARDS
COL. CHAD R. ELLSWORTH
COL. PAUL G. FILCEK

COL. BRIAN A. FILLER

COL. JOHN B. GALLEMORE
COL. TIMOTHY A. HERRITAGE
COL. JAMES V. HEWITT

COL. JAY A. JOHNSON

COL. MATTHEW E. JONES
COL. MICHELE A. LOBIANCO
COL. SEAN E. LOWE

COL. ROBERT P. LYONS IIT
COL. MARK A. MASSARO

COL. CRAIG D. PRATHER

COL. JOSEPH L. SHEFFIELD
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COL. ANDREW J. STEFFEN
COL. KRISTEN D. THOMPSON
COL. SHANE S. VESELY
COL. DOUGLAS P. WICKERT

THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE-
SERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12212:

To be brigadier general
COL. BRIAN E. VAUGHN

IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601,
AND FOR APPOINTMENT AS A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE
MILITARY STAFF COMMITTEE OF THE UNITED NATIONS
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION T711:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. JOSEPH P. MCGEE

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

IN THE MARINE CORPS

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. MICHAEL J. BORGSCHULTE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general

MAJ. GEN. ROBERTA L. SHEA

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS TO THE GRADE
INDICATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPOR-
TANCE AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C.,
SECTION 601:

To be lieutenant general
MAJ. GEN. PAUL J. ROCK, JR.

S2651

IN THE SPACE FORCE

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT
IN THE UNITED STATES SPACE FORCE TO THE GRADE IN-
DICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624:

To be major general
BRIG. GEN. DENNIS O. BYTHEWOOD
BRIG. GEN. JAMES E. SMITH

———

WITHDRAWALS

Executive Message transmitted by
the President to the Senate on April 8,
2024 withdrawing from further Senate
consideration the following nomina-
tions:

COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JEN-
NIFER J. ANDREW AND ENDING WITH CHRISTOPHER J.
YOUNG, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE SENT TO THE SEN-
ATE ON NOVEMBER 1, 2023.
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