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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. D’ESPOSITO). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
March 19, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ANTHONY 
D’ESPOSITO to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

BIDEN’S ENERGY CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, on his first day in office, 
President Biden turned his attention to 
a campaign promise that he made in 
May of 2020, and he canceled the Key-
stone XL pipeline. 

Since then, President Biden has con-
tinued his campaign against the energy 
resources that are underneath the feet 
of my constituents. He has created 

more red tape regulations, he has can-
celed new permits, and he has imposed 
a ban on the shipment of liquefied nat-
ural gas. 

All of these efforts are coordinated to 
appease President Biden’s far-left base, 
all at the expense of American energy 
prices. 

In 2022, the national average for a 
gallon of gas reached over $5 a gallon 
for the first time in our history. Now, 
the average price for a gallon of gas is 
once again on the rise, recently hitting 
a 4-month high. 

Pennsylvanians cannot afford these 
rising prices and cannot afford a Presi-
dent who puts politics ahead of what is 
best for American families. 

It is time to put a stop on the war 
against American energy and return to 
using the baseload power that we can 
produce right here at home. 

BIDEN’S BUDGET FAILURE 
Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, last week, President Biden of-
fered a budget that fails to address the 
concerns of the American people. 

Instead of working to secure our bor-
der, get a handle on inflation, and grow 
our economy, this budget proposal of-
fers handouts to the far left, it grows 
bureaucracy, and it wastes taxpayers’ 
dollars. 

Instead of working to cut spending, 
this bill would include $4.9 trillion in 
new taxes and spend $86 trillion over 
the next 10 years. 

Worst of all, this budget fails to se-
cure our border. Instead of directing 
funds toward border security, Presi-
dent Biden has allocated $4 billion in 
the Homeland Security budget for 
Green New Deal climate initiatives. 
The climate that he should be address-
ing is the porous open border that 
brings drugs and crime into our coun-
try. 

It is clear that this administration is 
more focused on growing its agencies, 
investing in liberal policies, and spend-
ing trillions of taxpayer dollars at the 

same time that our debt continues to 
spiral out of control. This is all unac-
ceptable. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHARLA 
SCHAFER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
every year, the Washington-Centerville 
Public Library sponsors the Erma 
Bombeck writing competition, focused 
on humor and human-focused essays. 
Only four winners are chosen out of 
hundreds of entries from across the 
world. Among this year’s winners is 
Charla Schafer from Muscatine, Iowa, 
who won the global humor category 
with her piece ‘‘Funeral Notes.’’ In a 
world often fraught with challenges, 
Charla’s ability to infuse humor and 
humanity into her writing is a true 
gift. 

After serving with distinction in var-
ious leadership roles, including the 
vice president of marketing and retail 
banking at First National Bank of 
Muscatine, and executive director at 
the Muscatine Center for Social Ac-
tion, she continues to lead by example 
as president of the Community Foun-
dation of Greater Muscatine and as a 
board member of the Iowa Council of 
Foundations. 

I congratulate Charla on this re-
markable achievement. 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today in recognition of National 
Agriculture Day. 

In Iowa, agriculture isn’t just an in-
dustry; it is a way of life. Our farmers, 
with their unwavering dedication and 
tireless efforts, not only feed our com-
munities but also sustain our economy, 
nourish our Nation, and fuel the world. 

The fertile soils of Iowa have long 
been recognized as some of the most 
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productive in the world. With over 80 
percent of Iowa’s land dedicated to ag-
ricultural purposes, our farmers serve 
as the backbone of our communities, 
economy, and State. Iowa stands as a 
leading producer of soybeans, corn, 
pork, and eggs in the United States. 
Notably, we also lead the Nation in 
ethanol biodiesel production, contrib-
uting to both domestic and global 
needs. 

Throughout my tenure in Congress, I 
have had the privilege of engaging with 
many of Iowa’s farmers, listening to 
their concerns, and championing their 
ideas. Today, I am proud to recognize 
their hard work and vow to continue 
fighting here in Congress to ensure 
that farmers have access to the re-
sources and incentives they need to 
continue to feed and fuel our Nation. 

CONGRATULATING THE UNITED WAY OF 
MUSCATINE, IOWA 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I am proud to congratulate United Way 
of Muscatine for 70 years of service to 
Muscatine County and the surrounding 
area. United Way of Muscatine has 
played a pivotal role in feeding the 
hungry, housing the homeless, and edu-
cating children for several decades, and 
I laud them and their staff for their 
tireless service to make our commu-
nities better. 

With rising food and rent prices caus-
ing mass uncertainty and anxiety 
among hardworking Americans, United 
Way serves as a beacon of hope for 
those in need of help. Their food and 
housing assistance programs, as well as 
their programs to help victims of abuse 
and trafficking, are an integral helping 
hand to southeastern Iowa. Their tire-
less work to serve their community is 
commendable, and I hope my col-
leagues will join me in celebrating the 
70th anniversary of this wonderful or-
ganization. 

RECOGNIZING DR. DAVID C. HILMERS 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

it is with great enthusiasm that I an-
nounce the induction of Dr. David C. 
Hilmers, an Iowa-born former astro-
naut and retired U.S. Marine Corps 
colonel, into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of 
Fame. 

Dr. Hilmers, raised in DeWitt, Iowa, 
began his journey after graduating 
from Central Community High School 
in 1968. With five academic degrees, he 
stands as the second-most formally 
educated U.S. astronaut, showcasing 
his intellectual prowess and dedication. 
His illustrious career spans four space 
missions with NASA, totaling over 493 
hours in space, and he is not the only 
Iowa-born and -raised astronaut. 

Beyond his space endeavors, Dr. 
Hilmers earned his M.D. with honors 
from Baylor College of Medicine. 
Today, as professor at Baylor College 
of Medicine in Houston, Texas, he con-
tinues his impactful work in global 
health and humanitarian relief efforts. 

Dr. Hilmers’ remarkable journey in-
spires us to pursue knowledge, explore 
new horizons, and serve our fellow 
human beings with compassion and 
dedication. 

CELEBRATING KAITLYN THEDE, MADELYN 
THEDE, GRADY CLAUSSEN, COLLIER ROCKOW, 
AND LEXI HENNING 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate students 
Kaitlyn and Madelyn Thede, Grady 
Claussen, Collier Rockow, and Lexi 
Henning from Wilton Junior-Senior 
High School for being the statewide 
winners of the 14th annual Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow national STEM 
competition. 

They invented a grain elevator level 
tracker that will help farmers track 
the height of their grain with a system 
of lights that helps farmers determine 
the grain height inside the silo. This 
invention will protect hardworking 
Iowa farmers from dangerous grain ele-
vator accidents and represents a monu-
mental step forward in agricultural 
safety. 

The Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 
competition is a national competition 
that picks one winner from each of the 
50 States. These students beat out hun-
dreds of other submissions with their 
clever invention that will save lives 
and protect farmers across Iowa. These 
students will now aim to compete to be 
one of the 10 finalists, with 3 being 
named national winners. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating this incredible 
achievement and wishing these stu-
dents the best as they continue march-
ing toward the finish line. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend birthday wish-
es and greetings to my daughter. 
Happy birthday, Taylor. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 10 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

O Righteous One, we pause in still-
ness before You. We wait patiently for 
You as this new week begins. For we 
know You will give us the desires of 
our heart, speaking to us Your Word of 
truth. 

On our part, may we come to trust 
You. Then may our trust in You know 
no boundaries. May no uncertainty, no 
doubt, no fear, or anxiety serve as bar-
riers for our trust in Your steadfast 
love for us. 

May our faith in You encourage us to 
walk closer to You, to follow where 

You lead us, and to go where You call 
us to go, sure of Your grace plan. 

Keep our eyes above the waves that 
threaten us. Keep our feet on the foun-
dation You have laid beneath us. Keep 
our will away from the temptations 
that surround us, and keep our hearts 
within Your own loving embrace. 

Today, on this day, in all we say or 
do, may we trust in You, O Lord, and 
do what is good. 

Sure of Your omniscience and omnip-
otence, we are bold to pray. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. MILLER- 
MEEKS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WILTON JUNIOR-SENIOR HIGH 
SCHOOL—SAMSUNG COMPETITION 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate stu-
dents Kaitlyn and Madelyn Thede, 
Grady Claussen, Collier Rockow, and 
Lexi Henning from Wilton Junior-Sen-
ior High School for being the statewide 
winners of the 14th annual Samsung 
Solve for Tomorrow national STEM 
competition. 

They invented a grain elevator level 
tracker that would help farmers track 
the height of their grain with a system 
of lights that helps farmers determine 
the grain height inside the silo. This 
invention will protect hardworking 
Iowa farmers from dangerous grain ele-
vator accidents and represents a monu-
mental step forward in agricultural 
safety. 

The Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 
competition is a national competition 
that picks one winner from each of the 
50 States. These students beat out hun-
dreds of other submissions with their 
clever invention that will save lives 
and protect farmers across Iowa. 

These students will now aim to com-
pete to be one of the 10 finalists, with 
3 being named national winners. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to join me in celebrating this incred-
ible achievement and wishing these 
students the best as they continue 
marching toward the finish line. 
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I wish my daughter a happy birthday. 

Happy birthday, Taylor. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, 
the Biden-Harris administration re-
cently announced nearly $1.7 billion in 
new commitments as part of the White 
House Challenge to End Hunger and 
Build Healthy Communities. 

In 2022, when President Biden hosted 
the second-ever White House Con-
ference on Hunger, Nutrition, and 
Health, I told those in attendance that 
the event could not be a one-off. We 
couldn’t gather in D.C., pat each other 
on the back, and not deliver on our am-
bitious goals. 

These new bold commitments from 
141 stakeholders from across the Na-
tion, including health systems, insur-
ers, nonprofits, philanthropic groups, 
academia, and local elected officials, 
show that we are not taking our foot 
off the gas to meet the President’s goal 
of ending hunger and reducing diet-re-
lated diseases by 2030. 

I want to thank President Biden; my 
good friend, Chef Jose Andres, from the 
President’s Council on Sports, Fitness, 
and Nutrition; Agriculture Secretary 
Tom Vilsack; Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Xavier Becerra; and ev-
eryone who is playing a part big and 
small to end hunger once and for all. 

f 

A THWARTED FLEECE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, a Biden 
agency called PBGC wanted to fleece 
the taxpayer of $127 million by funding 
pensions for dead participants. 

Let me repeat: $127 million for dead 
pension participants. 

Only after repeated calls by the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce 
for PBGC to correct its work has it de-
cided to claw back those funds. Thanks 
to the tireless work of the committee, 
PBGC is being held accountable. 

Accountability and fiscal responsi-
bility were once shared, bipartisan val-
ues. 

A former Republican Senator has 
been famously quoted as saying: ‘‘A 
billion here, a billion there, and pretty 
soon you are talking real money.’’ 

This Senator’s colleague, William 
Proxmire, notoriously presented the 
Golden Fleece Award to the govern-
ment organization that had fleeced the 
American taxpayer the worst on any 
given week. 

The American people are tired of 
being fleeced. President Biden has al-
ready misspent billions in fraudulent 
COVID payments. I say not a dollar 
more. 

TRUMP AND HIS EXTREME MAGA 
RETROGRESSIVE AGENDA 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 
this Women’s History Month, we find 
ourselves confronted by the regressive 
forces of Donald Trump and extreme 
MAGA Republicans. This faction seeks 
to propel our Nation backwards at the 
sacrifice of centuries of progress and 
the well-being of American lives for 
their own self-serving interests. 

Their agenda aims to strip women of 
their reproductive freedoms nation-
wide, slash Social Security and Medi-
care, rip healthcare away from mil-
lions, and funnel even more wealth to 
the already wealthy through massive 
tax breaks for big corporations and bil-
lionaires. This radical agenda is some-
thing everyday Americans, including 
Virgin Islanders, who continue to re-
ceive the brunt of inequity in benefits 
and access to resources, simply cannot 
afford. 

Extreme Republicans and the former 
President attack not just the American 
people, including veterans and elected 
officials, but as we saw January 6, the 
democratic institutions that are a bed-
rock of our Nation when things don’t 
go their way. Their actions are an un-
equivocal declaration of war against 
our democracy. 

Madam Speaker, Republicans must 
secure and defend our Republic and se-
cure the rights and safety of all Ameri-
cans, especially American women. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FOXX). The Chair reminds Members to 
refrain from engaging in personalities 
toward presumptive nominees for the 
Office of President. 

f 

SCHOOLCHILDREN SUFFER FROM 
DISPARATE POLICIES 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. As I traveled 
through the airport, I could sense the 
degree of excitement of many of the 
students who were traveling on spring 
break. 

As I entered the Capitol, it was a joy 
to see so many classes and families en-
joying the wonderment of democracy 
in this great place, the citadel of de-
mocracy. 

Nonetheless, I rise today to talk 
about America’s schoolchildren and 
particularly to talk about those who 
are impacted by disparate policies such 
as the policies in Barbers Hill. 

I want to acknowledge the Congres-
sional Black Caucus and the advocates 
who have supported and surrounded 
Mr. George. Mr. George is a young man 
who is isolated in a classroom, who has 
been going to school with no academic 
teaching, no ability to fraternize with 
his fellow students, no ability to eat in 

the lunchroom, and no expectation of 
any kind of spring break. 

Madam Speaker, you ask: Well, he 
has obviously misbehaved. 

No. He has over a 3.0 grade point av-
erage. He is an excellent student, but 
he is being there because of his hair-
style. I need the Secretary of Edu-
cation to help this young man and go 
to his classroom. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s time has expired. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Save him from 
this isolation and prison-like environ-
ment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s time has expired. The gen-
tlewoman is no longer recognized. 

f 

CHEROKEE GIRLS BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EDWARDS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate the Cher-
okee High School Girls Varsity Basket-
ball team for winning the North Caro-
lina High School Athletic Association’s 
1A State Championship title for the 
first time since 1996. 

The Cherokee Lady Braves defeated 
their opponent by a dominating 42 
points, making the final score 74–32. 

The entire team contributed to a his-
toric State championship with every 
player on the Cherokee roster making 
an appearance in the game. 

The Lady Braves showcased the very 
best high school athletics, and I am 
confident that their determination, 
leadership, and perseverance will pre-
pare them for success on and off the 
court. 

Fans tuned in at home and across the 
country, including Shaquille O’Neal, 
who shared his congratulations on 
Instagram. 

Congratulations to the Lady Braves 
on a remarkable victory. They have 
made western North Carolina proud. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 11 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1530 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. HILL) at 3 o’clock and 30 
minutes p.m. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M. 
Stringer, one of his secretaries. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

EMBASSY CONSTRUCTION 
INTEGRITY ACT OF 2023 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6306) to amend the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to 
prohibit the acquisition or lease of a 
consular or diplomatic post built or 
owned by an entity beneficially owned 
by the People’s Republic of China, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6306 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Embassy 
Construction Integrity Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. RESTRICTIONS ON CONSULAR AND DIP-

LOMATIC POSTS BUILT OR OWNED 
BY CERTAIN ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) shall take such steps as may be nec-
essary to avoid or minimize— 

(1) acquiring or leasing a covered build-
ing— 

(A) with respect to which a covered entity 
performed covered construction on or after 
January 1, 1949; or 

(B) in which a covered entity has an owner-
ship interest; or 

(2) entering into or renewing a contract or 
other agreement with a covered entity to 
perform covered construction with respect to 
a covered building. 

(b) NOTIFICATION OF INCONSISTENT ACTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall notify 

the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Foreign Relations of the Senate— 

(A) not later than 7 days before entering 
into an acquisition, lease, or agreement after 
the date of enactment of this Act that the 
Secretary is aware is inconsistent with the 
restriction under subsection (a); and 

(B) not later than 7 days after becoming 
aware of an acquisition, lease, or agreement 
occurring after the date of enactment of this 
Act that is inconsistent with the restriction 
under subsection (a). 

(2) DETERMINATION OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTEREST.—The notification required under 
paragraph (1) shall also include, to the ex-
tent applicable— 

(A) a determination of whether the incon-
sistent acquisition, lease, or agreement is in 
the national security interest of the United 
States; 

(B) an identification of the interest ad-
vanced by such inconsistent action; 

(C) a detailed explanation for such deter-
mination; and 

(D) any action the Secretary has taken or 
intends to take to mitigate national security 
vulnerabilities that may be posed by such in-
consistent action. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) COVERED BUILDING.—The term ‘‘covered 
building’’ means a building that is used or 
intended to be used by personnel, or for a 
function, of a consular or diplomatic post lo-
cated outside of the United States. 

(2) COVERED CONSTRUCTION.—The term 
‘‘covered construction’’— 

(A) means any construction, development, 
conversion, extension, alteration, repair, or 
maintenance performed with respect to a 
building; and 

(B) includes the installation or mainte-
nance of electrical, plumbing, heating, ven-
tilation, air conditioning, communication, 
fire protection, and energy management sys-
tems with respect to such building. 

(3) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
entity’’ means an entity with respect to 
which the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, or an agent or instrumen-
tality of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China, directly or indirectly, in-
cluding through any contract, arrangement, 
understanding, or relationship— 

(A) owns or controls a significant percent 
of the ownership interest; or 

(B) otherwise exercises substantial control. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 

minutes to the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. MILLS), the author of this bill. 

Mr. MILLS. Mr. Speaker, the Em-
bassy Construction Integrity Act is 
very simple: America’s adversaries 
must not be involved in building our 
diplomatic and consular posts. 

This, in my opinion, is a common-
sense bill, or at least it should be. Last 
year, Congress was made aware that a 
Chinese state-owned enterprise was in-
volved in the construction of a post in 
south Asia. 

Despite all of the bureaucratic red 
tape the State Department goes 
through to establish these posts, some-
how checking whether the Chinese 
Government controls the companies 
constructing the building didn’t quite 
make the list. 

The Chinese Government has estab-
lished a pattern of leveraging its state- 
owned enterprise to serve dual func-
tions during and after construction to 
spy on sensitive facilities. 

Chinese-owned companies built the 
African Union headquarters. Like 
many things, they can’t just build 
something, they have to build it with 
Chinese characteristics. In this case, 
those Chinese characteristics were 
spyware that was utilized to quietly si-
phon enormous amounts of data every 
night for the Chinese Government. 

According to a study by Joshua 
Meservey, an expert in African geo-

politics, Chinese companies have built 
nearly 200 government facilities in Af-
rica, a number that is sure to have 
only increased since the study was pub-
lished. 

I am not telling other countries who 
they can or cannot employ to con-
struct their buildings. My bill is sim-
ple, however, that when our adver-
saries show us how they operate, that 
we should believe them and take steps 
to mitigate those risks. 

Specifically, this bill requires the 
State Department, before establishing 
a new diplomatic or consular post, to 
identify the beneficial owners of the 
companies involved in the construction 
and maintenance of those buildings. 

Further, this bill prohibits the State 
Department from entering into con-
tracts or agreements if the beneficial 
owners of the companies are affiliated 
with the Chinese Government. 

Finally, if inconsistent actions are 
discovered, the Secretary of State 
would be required to report it to Con-
gress within 7 days. 

Briefly, it is important to address the 
fact that it would be impossible for the 
State Department to operate in China 
if they weren’t allowed to contract 
with some of these companies. The bill 
is carefully crafted to avoid stifling the 
important work of the State Depart-
ment in China or the limited other lo-
cations where inconsistent measures 
may be the only option. However, even 
in these cases, Congress should be noti-
fied so that we do our job and have 
proper oversight for all of these activi-
ties. 

Aside from those extraordinarily lim-
ited circumstances, the State Depart-
ment must conduct greater due dili-
gence to secure the integrity of our 
embassies and other consular posts 
around the world. 

I express my sincere gratitude to 
Chairman MCCAUL, Ranking Member 
MEEKS, my bipartisan colleagues on 
the Foreign Affairs Committee who 
unanimously voted in favor of this bill 
during its markup, and each of their 
staffs who worked with me to secure it. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support passage of H.R. 6306. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 6306. Over the past 3 years, our 
country has made critical headway in 
expanding the United States’ diplo-
matic footprint, including opening 
new, strategically located facilities in 
the Indo-Pacific region. Our Nation has 
always been at its best when we engage 
intensely in diplomatic efforts to de-
fend and advance both interests and 
ideals around the world, and that is 
why it is so critical that we equip our 
diplomats with the resources they 
need. 

As part of this work, the State De-
partment works regularly to open, 
renew, or modernize its facilities 
around the world so that U.S. dip-
lomats can effectively advance our in-
terests around the world. I am proud 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Mar 20, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19MR7.008 H19MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1195 March 19, 2024 
that this work has included reestab-
lishing our embassy operations in Kyiv 
to stand with Ukraine after Russia’s 
unprovoked, full-scale invasion in 2022. 

When we raise the U.S. flag on a new 
or updated diplomatic facility abroad, 
it is a powerful signal of our commit-
ment to democracy and peaceful, pro-
ductive engagement between nations. 

In maintaining its facilities around 
the world, the State Department miti-
gates security and counterintelligence 
risks through tailored, site-specific 
measures that address the particular 
challenges of a specific locale. The De-
partment has deep expertise in this 
area, informed by decades of experience 
to harden our security posture, counter 
our adversaries, and open our doors to 
those who wish to learn about and en-
gage with the United States. 

Congress has played a role in devel-
oping this expertise, too, as evidenced 
in bipartisan reforms to the Secure 
Embassy Construction and Counterter-
rorism Act that we passed into law last 
Congress. We must continue to ensure 
the State Department has the flexi-
bility to balance bold, expeditionary 
diplomacy, while mitigating oper-
ational risks. 

With this bill before us today, the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee 
worked in a bipartisan fashion to en-
sure the Department has the needed 
flexibility to advance the Department’s 
ongoing efforts to maintain and open 
new facilities, even as we seek to mini-
mize risks in embassy construction or 
maintenance that our competitors 
could exploit. 

I am pleased to support this measure, 
and I invite my colleagues to do the 
same. I encourage my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this measure. 

In closing, the State Department’s 
efforts to expand our diplomatic foot-
print and enhance its existing facilities 
worldwide showcase America’s dedica-
tion to effective diplomacy and inter-
national cooperation. 

The operational security and effec-
tiveness of these facilities is para-
mount, and the State Department has 
demonstrable success in building facili-
ties tailored to mitigate country-spe-
cific risks. Our congressional reforms 
have supported this mission, providing 
the necessary framework for safe and 
dynamic diplomacy while ensuring 
that State has the flexibility it needs 
to build and maintain its facilities 
around the world. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
supporting H.R. 6306, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank Congress-
man MILLS for his leadership in fixing 
this national security vulnerability. I 
also thank Chairman MCCAUL, Ranking 
Member MEEKS, and our Committee on 
Foreign Affairs colleagues for bringing 
this critical, bipartisan bill to the 
floor. 

This legislation will ensure that our 
diplomatic buildings overseas do not 

fall victim to the active, ongoing sur-
veillance and espionage efforts of the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge unanimous sup-
port for H.R. 6306, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6306, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of State to avoid or minimize 
the acquisition or lease of a consular or 
diplomatic post built or owned by an 
entity owned or controlled by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of 
China, and for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

UPHOLDING THE DAYTON PEACE 
AGREEMENT THROUGH SANC-
TIONS ACT 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4723) to provide for the imposi-
tion of sanctions with respect to for-
eign persons undermining the Dayton 
Peace Agreement or threatening the 
security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
and for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4723 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Upholding 
the Dayton Peace Agreement Through Sanc-
tions Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 

It is the policy of the United States— 
(1) to support Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 

sovereignty, territorial integrity, multi-eth-
nic character and the prosperity of the 
Republika Srpska entity, the Federation of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina entity, and the 
Brcko District within one Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; 

(2) to support Bosnia and Herzegovina’s 
progress towards Euro-Atlantic integration; 

(3) to encourage officials in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina to resume institutional partici-
pation at all levels of government to advance 
functionality and common-sense reforms for 
greater prosperity; 

(4) to call on Bosnia and Herzegovina to 
implement the rulings of the European Court 
of Human Rights; 

(5) to support the robust use of targeted 
sanctions against persons who undermine 
the Dayton Peace Agreement, as well as the 
democratic institutions and Constitution of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, to support peace 
and stability in that country; 

(6) to urge the European Union to join the 
United States and United Kingdom in sanc-
tioning Milorad Dodik, a member of the 
Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina, for 
his actions that undermine the stability and 
territorial integrity of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; 

(7) to expose and condemn the Government 
of Russia for its role in fueling instability in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and undermining the 
Dayton Peace Agreement, the role of the Of-
fice of the High Representative, and the Eu-
ropean Union Force in BiH’s Operation Al-
thea; 

(8) to work with other regional states, in-
cluding Serbia and Croatia, to support the 
territorial integrity and stability of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina; and 

(9) to encourage the United States to use 
its voice and vote at the United Nations, the 
Peace Implementation Council and its Steer-
ing Board, and other relevant international 
bodies to support the Office of the High Rep-
resentative. 
SEC. 3. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-

SPECT TO FOREIGN PERSONS UN-
DERMINING THE DAYTON PEACE 
AGREEMENT OR THREATENING THE 
SECURITY OF BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA. 

(a) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.— 
(1) LIST REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 180 days thereafter, the President 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a list of foreign persons 
that are determined— 

(A) to be responsible for or complicit in, or 
to have directly or indirectly engaged in, 
any action or policy that threatens the 
peace, security, stability, or territorial in-
tegrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina, including 
actions that seek to undermine the author-
ity of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s state-level 
institutions, such as forming illegal parallel 
institutions or actions that threaten the Of-
fice of the High Representative; 

(B) to be responsible for or complicit in, or 
to have directly or indirectly engaged in, 
any action or policy that undermines demo-
cratic processes or institutions in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina; 

(C) to be responsible for or complicit in, or 
to have directly or indirectly engaged in, or 
to have attempted, a violation of, or an act 
that has obstructed or threatened the imple-
mentation of, the Dayton Peace Agreement 
or the Conclusions of the Peace Implementa-
tion Conference Council held in London in 
December 1995, including the decisions or 
conclusions of the Office of the High Rep-
resentative, the Peace Implementation 
Council, or its Steering Board; 

(D) to be a member, official, or senior lead-
er of an illegal parallel institution or any 
other institution that engages in activities 
described in subparagraph (A), (B) or (C), as 
determined by the Secretary of State; 

(E) to be responsible for or complicit in, or 
to have directly or indirectly engaged in, or 
attempted to engage in, corruption related 
to Bosnia and Herzegovina, including corrup-
tion by, on behalf of, or otherwise related to 
the government in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
or a current or former government official at 
any level of government in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, such as the misappropriation of 
public assets, expropriation of private assets 
for personal gain or political purposes, cor-
ruption related to government contracts or 
the extraction of natural resources or brib-
ery; 

(F) to be an adult family member of any 
foreign person described in subparagraph (A), 
(B), (C), (D), or (E), unless the President de-
termines that the adult family member— 

(i) has condemned the activity or activities 
of the foreign person described in any such 
subparagraph; and 

(ii) has taken tangible steps to oppose the 
activity or activities; 

(G) to have knowingly facilitated a signifi-
cant transaction or transactions for or on 
behalf of a foreign person described in sub-
paragraph (A), (B), (C), (D), or (E); 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:03 Mar 20, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19MR7.009 H19MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1196 March 19, 2024 
(H) to be owned or controlled by, or to 

have acted or purported to act for or on be-
half of, directly or indirectly, a foreign per-
son described in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), 
(D), or (E); or 

(I) to have knowingly materially assisted, 
sponsored, or provided financial, material, or 
technological support for, or goods or serv-
ices to or in support of, a foreign person de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), (B), (C), (D), or 
(E). 

(2) IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS.—Upon the 
submission of each list required by para-
graph (1), the President shall impose the 
sanctions described in subsection (c) with re-
spect to each foreign person identified on the 
list. 

(b) ADDITIONAL MEASURE RELATING TO FA-
CILITATION OF TRANSACTIONS.—The Secretary 
of the Treasury may, in consultation with 
the Secretary of State, prohibit or impose 
strict conditions on the opening or maintain-
ing in the United States of a correspondent 
account or payable-through account by a for-
eign financial institution that the President 
determines has, on or after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, knowingly conducted 
or facilitated a significant transaction or 
transactions on behalf of a foreign person on 
the list required by subsection (a)(1). 

(c) SANCTIONS DESCRIBED.—The sanctions 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) PROPERTY BLOCKING.—Notwithstanding 
the requirements of section 202 of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701), the President may exercise 
of all powers granted to the President by 
that Act to the extent necessary to block 
and prohibit all transactions in all property 
and interests in property of the foreign per-
son if such property and interests in prop-
erty are in the United States, come within 
the United States, or are or come within the 
possession or control of a United States per-
son. 

(2) ALIENS INADMISSIBLE FOR VISAS, ADMIS-
SION, OR PAROLE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—An alien on the list re-
quired by subsection (a)(1) is— 

(i) inadmissible to the United States; 
(ii) ineligible for a visa or travel to the 

United States; and 
(iii) otherwise ineligible to be admitted or 

paroled into the United States or to receive 
any other benefit under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.). 

(B) CURRENT VISAS REVOKED.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The visa or other docu-

mentation issued to an alien on the list re-
quired by subsection (a)(1) shall be revoked, 
regardless of when such visa or other docu-
mentation is or was issued. 

(ii) EFFECT OF REVOCATION.—A visa or 
other entry documentation revoked under 
clause (i) shall, in accordance with section 
221(i) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1201(i)), no longer be valid for 
travel to the United States. 

(d) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(1) EXCEPTION FOR INTELLIGENCE, LAW EN-

FORCEMENT, AND NATIONAL SECURITY ACTIVI-
TIES.—Sanctions under this section shall not 
apply to any authorized intelligence, law en-
forcement, or national security activities of 
the United States. 

(2) EXCEPTION TO COMPLY WITH UNITED NA-
TIONS HEADQUARTERS AGREEMENT.—Sanctions 
under subsection (c)(2) shall not apply with 
respect to the admission of an alien to the 
United States if the admission of the alien is 
necessary to permit the United States to 
comply with the Agreement regarding the 
Headquarters of the United Nations, signed 
at Lake Success June 26, 1947, and entered 
into force November 21, 1947, between the 
United Nations and the United States, the 
Convention on Consular Relations, done at 

Vienna April 24, 1963, and entered into force 
March 19, 1967, or other applicable inter-
national obligations. 

(3) EXCEPTION RELATING TO THE PROVISION 
OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE.—Sanctions 
under this section may not be imposed with 
respect to transactions or the facilitation of 
transactions for— 

(A) the sale of agricultural commodities, 
food, medicine, or medical devices; 

(B) the provision of humanitarian assist-
ance; 

(C) financial transactions relating to hu-
manitarian assistance or for humanitarian 
purposes; and 

(D) transporting goods or services that are 
necessary to carry out operations relating to 
humanitarian assistance or humanitarian 
purposes. 

(4) EXCEPTION RELATING TO THE IMPORTA-
TION OF GOODS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and re-
quirements under this section shall not in-
clude the authority or a requirement to im-
pose sanctions on the importation of goods. 

(B) GOOD DEFINED.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘good’’ means any article, natural or 
manmade substance, material, supply, or 
manufactured product, including inspection 
and test equipment, and excluding technical 
data. 

(e) WAIVER.—The President may, on a case- 
by-case basis and for periods not to exceed 
180 days each, waive the application of sanc-
tions or restrictions imposed with respect to 
a foreign person under this section if the 
President certifies to the appropriate con-
gressional committees not later than 15 days 
before such waiver is to take effect that the 
waiver is vital to the national security inter-
ests of the United States. 

(f) REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, not 

later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, prescribe regulations as 
necessary for the implementation of this 
Act. 

(2) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not later 
than 10 days before the prescription of regu-
lations under paragraph (1), the President 
shall notify the appropriate congressional 
committees regarding the proposed regula-
tions and the provisions of this Act that the 
regulations are implementing. 

(g) IMPLEMENTATION.—The President may 
exercise all authorities provided under sec-
tions 203 and 205 of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1702 
and 1704) to carry out this Act. 

(h) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for 
in subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person 
that violates, attempts to violate, conspires 
to violate, or causes a violation of regula-
tions prescribed to carry out this Act to the 
same extent that such penalties apply to a 
person that commits an unlawful act de-
scribed in subsection (a) of such section 206. 

(i) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of sanc-
tions under this section with respect to a 
foreign person if the President determines 
and reports to the appropriate congressional 
committees not later than 15 days before the 
termination of the sanctions that— 

(1) credible information exists that the for-
eign person did not engage in the activity for 
which sanctions were imposed; 

(2) the foreign person has been prosecuted 
and sentenced appropriately for the activity 
for which sanctions were imposed; or 

(3) the foreign person has credibly dem-
onstrated a significant change in behavior, 
has paid an appropriate consequence for the 
activity for which sanctions were imposed, 
and has credibly committed to not engage in 
an activity described in subsection (a)(1) in 
the future. 

SEC. 4. CODIFICATION OF SANCTIONS RELATING 
TO THE WESTERN BALKANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each sanction imposed 
through Executive orders described in sub-
section (b), including each sanction imposed 
with respect to a person under such an Exec-
utive order, as of the date of the enactment 
of this Act, shall remain in effect, except as 
provided in subsection (c). 

(b) EXECUTIVE ORDERS SPECIFIED.—The Ex-
ecutive orders specified in this subsection 
are— 

(1) Executive Order 13219 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property of per-
sons who threaten international stabiliza-
tion efforts in the Western Balkans), as in ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act; 
and 

(2) Executive Order 14033 (50 U.S.C. 1701 
note; relating to blocking property and sus-
pending entry into the United States of cer-
tain persons contributing to the desta-
bilizing situation in the Western Balkans), 
as in effect on such date of enactment. 

(c) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent may terminate the application of a 
sanction described in subsection (a) with re-
spect to a person if the President certifies to 
the appropriate congressional committees 
that— 

(1) such person— 
(A) is not engaging in the activity that was 

the basis for such sanctions; or 
(B) has taken significant verifiable steps 

toward stopping such activity; and 
(2) the President has received reliable as-

surances that such person will not know-
ingly engage in activity subject to such 
sanctions in the future. 

(d) SANCTIONS RELATING TO THE IMPORTA-
TION OF GOODS UNCHANGED.—This section 
may not be construed to create any new au-
thorities or requirements related to sanc-
tions on the importation of goods. 
SEC. 5. CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN INFORMA-

TION IN IMPOSING SANCTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after receiving a request from the chairman 
and ranking member of one of the appro-
priate congressional committees with re-
spect to whether a person or foreign person, 
as the case may be, meets the criteria of a 
person described in section 3(a)(1) or a person 
described in Executive Order 13219 or Execu-
tive Order 14033 as provided for in section 
4(b), or any Executive order issued pursuant 
to this Act or under the Balkans regulatory 
regime, the President shall— 

(1) determine if the person or foreign per-
son, as the case may be, meets such criteria; 
and 

(2) submit a classified or unclassified re-
port to such chairman and ranking member 
with respect to such determination that in-
cludes a statement of whether or not the 
President imposed or intends to impose sanc-
tions with respect to such person or foreign 
person. 

(b) SUNSET.—This section shall terminate 
on the date that is 5 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 6. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADMITTED; ALIEN.—The terms ‘‘admit-

ted’’ and ‘‘alien’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 101 of the Immigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101). 

(2) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate. 

(3) CORRESPONDENT ACCOUNT; PAYABLE- 
THROUGH ACCOUNT.—The terms ‘‘cor-
respondent account’’ and ‘‘payable-through 
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account’’ have the meanings given those 
terms in section 5318A of title 31, United 
States Code. 

(4) DAYTON PEACE AGREEMENT.—The term 
‘‘Dayton Peace Agreement’’, also known as 
the ‘‘Dayton Accords’’, means the General 
Framework Agreement for Peace in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, initialed by the parties in 
Dayton, Ohio, on November 21, 1995, and 
signed in Paris on December 14, 1995. 

(5) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘foreign financial institution’’ has the 
meaning of that term as determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury by regulation. 

(6) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means a person that is not a United 
States person. 

(7) ILLEGAL PARALLEL INSTITUTION.—The 
term ‘‘illegal parallel institution’’ means an 
agency, structure, or instrumentality at the 
Republika Srpska entity level that disrupts 
the authority of the state-level institutions 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and undermines 
its constitutional order. 

(8) KNOWINGLY.—The term ‘‘knowingly’’, 
with respect to conduct, a circumstance, or a 
result, means that a person has actual 
knowledge, or should have known, of the 
conduct, the circumstance, or the result. 

(9) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’’ means an 
individual or entity. 

(10) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means— 

(A) a United States citizen or an alien law-
fully admitted to the United States for per-
manent residence; 

(B) an entity organized under the laws of 
the United States or any jurisdiction within 
the United States, including a foreign branch 
of such an entity; or 

(C) any person in the United States. 
SEC. 7. SUNSET. 

This Act and the authorities provided by 
this Act shall terminate on the date that is 
7 years after the date of the enactment of 
this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, in 1995, the Dayton Ac-

cords brought an end to more than 3 
horrific years of war and genocide in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and ushered in 
a new era of peace. 

Today, this peace is being threat-
ened. Self-serving, corrupt politicians 
like Milorad Dodik are engaged in a 
sustained attack on Bosnia’s unity, 
sovereignty, and multiethnic char-
acter. 

As Dodik and his cronies know well, 
a prosperous and western-facing Bosnia 
and Herzegovina threatens their per-
sonal power and ill-gotten wealth. 
They are willing to tear the country 
apart to maintain control over their il-

licit patronage networks, aided and 
abetted by the destructive Putin re-
gime, which fears Bosnia’s integration 
with the west. 

Dodik, who has been under U.S. sanc-
tions for more than 2 years, continues 
to threaten secession in public inter-
views and through reckless and inflam-
matory policies. 

According to Treasury, he: ‘‘Has used 
his official BiH position and a network 
of personal ties and companies to accu-
mulate personal wealth through graft, 
bribery, and other forms of corrup-
tion.’’ 

These actions have drastic con-
sequences. The 2024 Annual Threat As-
sessment of the U.S. Intelligence Com-
munity concluded that the Western 
Balkans will face an increased risk of 
localized interethnic violence during 
2024. 

At a time when the United States 
faces conflicts and crises around the 
world, we cannot afford to see the 
Western Balkans descend into chaos. 

The Dayton Peace Agreement that 
ended the Bosnian war may be flawed, 
but it is holding Bosnia together dur-
ing this period of rising ethnic tension, 
corruption, and Russian aggression. 
However, because of the reckless ac-
tions of a few cynical elite, Bosnia’s 
stability and sovereignty are at risk. 

As a guarantor of the Dayton Peace 
Agreement, the United States must use 
its economic toolkit to deter corrup-
tion, obstructionism, and secessionism 
in Bosnia and promote its accession to 
Euro-Atlantic institutions. 

My bill, the Upholding the Dayton 
Peace Agreement Through Sanctions 
Act, does just this. Through this bill, 
we will impose and codify sanctions 
against bad actors like Milorad Dodik, 
who continue their agenda of seces-
sionism, corruption, and destabiliza-
tion. 

b 1545 

Mr. Speaker, sanctions work. In a 
hearing before the Europe Sub-
committee of the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, Deputy Assistant 
Secretary Gabriel Escobar shared with 
us that officials in Bosnia’s Dodik-con-
trolled Serb entity begged the U.S. to 
please, please, no more sanctions. 

However, much more leverage needs 
to be brought to bear against Dodik’s 
inner circle, their Russian backers, and 
the corrupt politicians who recklessly 
use their country’s dysfunction to grow 
their power and their wealth. My bill 
would hold these criminals and politi-
cians accountable and deter others who 
would seek to undermine peace and 
stability in the region. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
TURNER, Representative KEAN, and 
Representative WILD for introducing 
this bill with me. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this legislation, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES, 

Washington, DC, February 8, 2024. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: Thank you for 
consulting with the Committee on Financial 
Services regarding H.R. 4723, the Upholding 
the Dayton Peace Agreement Through Sanc-
tions Act. I agree that the Committee shall 
be discharged from further consideration of 
the bill so that it may proceed expeditiously 
to the House Floor. The Committee takes 
this action with the mutual understanding 
that, by foregoing consideration of H.R. 4723 
at this time, we do not waive any jurisdic-
tion over the subject matter contained in 
this or similar legislation, and that the Com-
mittee will be appropriately consulted and 
involved on this or similar legislation as it 
moves forward. The Committee also reserves 
the right to see appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any conference 
with the Senate involving this or similar leg-
islation, and we request your support for any 
such request. 

Finally, as you mentioned in your letter, I 
ask that a copy of our exchange of letters on 
this bill be included in your Committee’s re-
port to accompany the legislation, as well as 
in the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration thereof. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICK MCHENRY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 11, 2024. 
Hon. PATRICK MCHENRY, 
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCHENRY: Thank you for 
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 4723, the Up-
holding the Dayton Peace Agreement 
Through Sanctions Act, so that the measure 
may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation 
in the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointment of an appropriate number 
of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on this bill 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation 
regarding this legislation and look forward 
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, March 11, 2024. 
Hon. MICHAEL MCCAUL, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCCAUL: I write regarding 
H.R. 4723, the Upholding the Dayton Peace 
Agreement Through Sanctions Act. Provi-
sions of this bill fall within the Judiciary 
Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction, and I ap-
preciate that you consulted with us on those 
provisions. The Judiciary Committee agrees 
that it shall be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill so that it may proceed 
expeditiously to the House floor. 

The Committee takes this action with the 
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way 
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alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive 
any future jurisdictional claim over these 
provisions or their subject matter. We also 
reserve the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees in the event 
of a conference with the Senate involving 
this measure or similar legislation. 

I ask that you please include this letter in 
your committee’s report to accompany this 
legislation or insert this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
H.R. 4723 on the House floor. I appreciate the 
cooperative manner in which our commit-
tees have worked on this matter, and I look 
forward to working collaboratively in the fu-
ture on matters of shared jurisdiction. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
JIM JORDAN, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC, March 11, 2024. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for 
consulting with the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and agreeing to be discharged from 
further consideration of H.R. 4723, the Up-
holding the Dayton Peace Agreement 
Through Sanctions Act, so that the measure 
may proceed expeditiously to the House 
floor. 

I agree that your forgoing further action 
on this measure does not in any way dimin-
ish or alter the jurisdiction of your com-
mittee, or prejudice its jurisdictional prerog-
atives on this measure or similar legislation 
in the future. I would support your effort to 
seek appointment of an appropriate number 
of conferees from your committee to any 
House-Senate conference on this legislation. 

I will seek to place our letters on this bill 
into the Congressional Record during floor 
consideration. I appreciate your cooperation 
regarding this legislation and look forward 
to continuing to work together as this meas-
ure moves through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, 

Chairman. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

As the lead Democrat on H.R. 4723, I 
rise in strong support of this bill. 

The United States, working alongside 
Croatia, Bosnia, and Serbia, crafted a 
tenuous diplomatic settlement to end 
the fighting and keep the peace in Bal-
kans in the wake of the devastating 
wars of the 1990s. The resulting frame-
work has been frustratingly imperfect, 
but it has provided a path forward for 
Bosnia and, indeed, for the entire re-
gion. 

This legislation calls attention to the 
difficulties facing Bosnia as it seeks to 
join the EU. It calls for critically need-
ed reforms to ensure that all Bosnians 
can have a voice in their government, 
and it addresses the forces that threat-
en the region’s fragile peace. 

Neither progress nor peace in the re-
gion are inevitable. These trends re-
quire an enduring commitment to fos-
tering them. The bill reaffirms that 
U.S. commitment, along with our part-
ners in Europe, to actively maintain 
peace. 

The sanctions imposed under this bill 
provide a necessary disincentive to en-
sure that the Dayton Agreements hold 

strong and do not unravel under polit-
ical pressure. The sanctions section in-
clude waiver language and appropriate 
exceptions for intelligence activities, 
humanitarian aid, and to comply with 
our international agreements. 

Despite clear challenges, Bosnia has 
made strides on meeting the EU mem-
bership criteria for integration. It is in 
the interest of the United States to 
help ensure that Bosnia meets its com-
pliance with EU rules and standards, so 
that its accession to the bloc can hap-
pen as soon as viable. 

I want to take a moment to recognize 
and thank my colleague, Representa-
tive WAGNER, for leading this effort, as 
well as for her longstanding work to 
support peace and progress in this re-
gion. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, this bill 
turns our attention to a region where 
U.S. presence and diplomacy go a long 
way. 

The European Union also realizes 
that progress in Bosnia and the sur-
rounding region is not inevitable. In 
that light, I welcome the EU’s decision 
to open membership negotiations. 

Transatlantic cooperation between 
the U.S. and the EU is essential to not 
only keeping the peace in the western 
Balkans, but also ensuring a demo-
cratic and prosperous future. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting H.R. 4723, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

Mr. Speaker, as the vice chair of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee and 
as Representative of the largest Bos-
nian community outside of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, I know what the con-
sequences will be if we fail to stand 
strong against destructive politicians 
who seek to undo years of peace. 

If we let the Dayton Accords—a sym-
bol of American leadership and com-
mitment—collapse, then we risk seeing 
violence return to Bosnia. Adversaries 
like Russia and China would welcome 
these upheavals and solidify a stronger 
economic and security foothold. 

I remind my colleagues that Congress 
has acted on this once before. Last 
Congress, I introduced a similar 
version of this bill which passed the 
U.S. House of Representatives with 
overwhelming bipartisan support. 

This time, the stakes are much high-
er. With our adversaries emboldened 
like never before, Congress must act 
and confront these potent threats to 
peace and stability. 

Will we turn a blind eye to corrupt 
autocrats like Milorad Dodik, or will 
we uphold the peace secured by the 
Dayton Accords many years ago? 

To me, the choice is obvious. 
Time is running out to send a strong 

deterrent message to bad actors intent 
on destabilizing the country. 

Let’s pass this bill again and get it to 
the President’s desk so that the United 
States has the tools that it needs to 
break the ethnonationalist and Rus-
sian hold on Bosnia’s future. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4723, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

PASSPORT SYSTEM REFORM AND 
BACKLOG PREVENTION ACT 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 6610) to provide for the mod-
ernization of the passport issuance 
process, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6610 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Passport System Reform and Backlog 
Prevention Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Findings. 
Sec. 3. Sense of Congress. 
Sec. 4. Standards for passport issuance proc-

ess. 
Sec. 5. Enhanced information technology so-

lutions to improve the passport 
issuance process. 

Sec. 6. Research on commercially available 
information technology solu-
tions. 

Sec. 7. GAO Report. 
Sec. 8. Rule of construction. 
Sec. 9. Definitions. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) Following the COVID–19 pandemic, the 

United States experienced a major backlog 
of passport applications and passport proc-
essing wait times of up to 13 weeks, exclusive 
of shipping times. 

(2) Over the past several years, the Depart-
ment has experienced repeated delays in its 
attempts to modernize the passport issuance 
process. 

(3) The adoption of additional commer-
cially available information technology solu-
tions at several stages of the passport 
issuance process could greatly enhance and 
accelerate such process. 

(4) The United States passport is a widely 
recognized and trusted identity and travel 
document that is of tremendous importance 
to its bearer around the globe. 
SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) as a routine matter, an adult who has 

submitted a routine new or renewal passport 
application should be reliably able to expect 
that such application will be adjudicated by 
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the Department, at a reasonable cost, in a 
time frame which is conducive to inter-
national travel; 

(2) the Department should seek to further 
modernize and streamline the passport 
issuance process to enable a decrease in proc-
essing times below pre-pandemic levels of 
six-to-eight weeks, specifically for routine 
adult passport renewals with respect to 
which the Department should seek to de-
crease average processing times to less than 
30 days; and 

(3) the Department should take all reason-
able steps, including the use of available 
technology and best practices, to protect the 
integrity of the passport issuance process, 
the privacy of passport holders, and the effi-
ciency of processing passport issuance re-
quests. 
SEC. 4. STANDARDS FOR PASSPORT ISSUANCE 

PROCESS. 
In administering and modernizing the pass-

port issuance process, the Assistant Sec-
retary shall evaluate the performance of 
such process against the following criteria: 

(1) To maintain a service standard of proc-
essing a routine new or renewal adult pass-
port application from document submission 
until mailing of final documents in an expe-
ditious and reliable timeframe. 

(2) To maintain affordable passport fees 
and surcharges. 

(3) To ensure world-class technical, secu-
rity, and cybersecurity standards for United 
States passports and the passport issuance 
process. 

(4) To minimize downtime for the Travel 
Document Issuance System. 

(5) To minimize the suspense rate resulting 
from typographical, clerical, or picture- 
based errors, including by enabling such sus-
pensions to be resolved electronically. 

(6) To provide a streamlined customer ex-
perience for passport applicants. 

(7) To provide reasonably convenient pass-
port services to United States citizens and 
nationals living a significant distance from a 
passport agency, particularly residents in a 
significant population center more than a 5- 
hour drive from a passport agency. 
SEC. 5. ENHANCED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

SOLUTIONS TO IMPROVE THE PASS-
PORT ISSUANCE PROCESS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary, 
in consultation with the Chief Information 
Officer, shall implement the information 
technology solutions described in subsection 
(b) in accordance with the timelines de-
scribed in such subsection. 

(b) ENHANCED INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS AND TIMELINES DESCRIBED.—The 
enhanced information technology solutions 
and timelines described in this subsection 
are the following: 

(1) Not later than 2 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Assistant Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Chief Infor-
mation Officer, shall, including if necessary 
through the awarding of a contract or ex-
panding an existing, establish a tool to en-
able congressional offices to monitor the sta-
tus of individual passport applications being 
handled as casework by such offices. 

(2)(A) Not later than 2 years after the date 
of the enactment of this Act, the Assistant 
Secretary, in consultation with the Chief In-
formation Officer, shall take all reasonable 
steps, including if necessary the awarding of 
a contract for the establishment and ongoing 
maintenance of a service to provide to pass-
port applicants automated, voluntary 
proactive communications, by email or text 
message, for each progress point in the pass-
port issuance process, and for the notifica-
tion of application errors, and delivery of 
mail tracking numbers, and reminders of re-
newal eligibility. 

(B) Applicants shall be provided the choice 
of whether to use the services described in 
subparagraph (A) and data gained as a result 
of participation in such services shall not be 
transferred to any third party outside the 
Department or its contract awardees. 

(C) The services described in subparagraph 
(A) shall provide separate options for email 
and text message notification, as well as sep-
arate options for processing-related notifica-
tions and renewal eligibility notifications. 

(3)(A) Consistent with the Bureau’s mod-
ernization plans and timelines, and subject 
to the availability of funds, the Assistant 
Secretary, in consultation with the Chief In-
formation Officer, shall seek to enter into a 
contract or contracts as appropriate, for the 
establishment and maintenance of a mobile 
application to allow for the centralization of 
applicant communication with the Depart-
ment, including document submission, appli-
cation status tracking, virtual appoint-
ments, access to the notification of applica-
tion errors, and allowing for passport holders 
to receive messages from the Department 
and communicate emergencies to the De-
partment. 

(B) The Assistant Secretary shall provide 
each passport applicant with the option of 
whether to use the mobile application de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or another serv-
ice of the Department. 

(C) As a condition for awarding any con-
tracts described in subparagraph (A), the 
awardee shall demonstrate that it can begin 
tests on the solution within one year of the 
award of the contract and complete imple-
mentation, including bug fixes, cybersecu-
rity audits, and customer service testing, 
not later than two years from the award of 
the contract. 

(4)(A) Consistent with existing law, the As-
sistant Secretary, in consultation with the 
Chief Information Officer, shall expand the 
online passport renewal system, including to 
accommodate electronic acceptance of rou-
tine first-time adult applications as applica-
ble, in addition to adult renewal applications 
in sufficient volume to be able to accommo-
date most applications by the date that is 
four years from the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(B) Planning carried out to implement sub-
paragraph (A) shall prepare the Bureau to 
verify applications without recourse to the 
information gained through appearance in 
person described in section 1 of the Act of 
June 15, 1917 (22 U.S.C. 213), subject to any 
additional authorities required. 

(C) To meet the objectives described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B), the Assistant 
Secretary, in consultation with the Chief In-
formation Officer, shall, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, make use of commercially- 
available technology solutions, including by 
seeking to enter into a contract or contracts 
for the expansion and maintenance of the on-
line passport renewal system to accommo-
date the functionality described in such sub-
paragraphs. 

(D) In expanding the online passport re-
newal system pursuant to subparagraph (C), 
the following services should be included or 
otherwise accounted for: 

(i) A customer-friendly, user-friendly 
internet website or portal to facilitate inter-
net-based submission of passport applica-
tions by adults. 

(ii) To the extent possible, remote docu-
ment verification tools and infrastructure, 
to allow for a passport transaction to be 
completed entirely remotely. 

(iii) To the extent possible, information 
technology infrastructure not already main-
tained by the Department. 

(5)(A) The Assistant Secretary, in con-
sultation with the Chief Information Officer, 
shall take all reasonable steps and to the 

maximum extent practicable make use of 
commercially-available technology solutions 
to implement additional rules-based tools, 
including by seeking to enter into a contract 
or contracts for such tools and their mainte-
nance, to adjudicate online passport renewal 
applications in which no biographical infor-
mation was changed for citizenship, identity, 
and entitlement against internal and com-
mercial databases. 

(B) The tools described in subparagraph (A) 
shall be fully operational within 4 years of 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(C) The Chief Information Officer shall en-
sure that the use of the tools do not make 
passport adjudication more vulnerable to 
cyberattack. 

(D) The Assistant Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Chief Information Officer, shall 
ensure that the tools described in subpara-
graph (A) are implemented consistent with 
the maintenance of standards appropriate to 
ensuring the integrity of the United States 
passport. 

(E) For purposes of using the tools de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), the requirement 
that a passport be issued by the personnel 
described in the first section of the Act enti-
tled ‘‘An Act to regulate the issue and valid-
ity of passports, and for other purposes’’, ap-
proved July 3, 1926 (22 U.S.C. 211a), shall be 
satisfied provided that such personnel over-
see the tools described in such subparagraph 
consistent with the requirements in subpara-
graph (D). 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—In addition to other re-
quirements in this section, not later than 30 
days before the Assistant Secretary begins 
work to procure internally any of the infor-
mation technology solutions described in 
subsection (b), the Assistant Secretary, in 
coordination with the Chief Information Of-
ficer, shall certify to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that— 

(1) the reasons for procuring such service 
internally; 

(2) the Bureau has sufficient capacity to 
implement and maintain such services; and 

(3) the Bureau cannot procure such serv-
ices for significantly reduced cost exter-
nally. 

(d) PREFERENCE.—In procuring and imple-
menting the information technology solu-
tions described in subsection (b), preference 
should be given to entities with the tech-
nical expertise necessary for the project and 
capacity to deliver timely solutions. 

(e) ROLE OF CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Chief Information Of-

ficer’s concurrence shall be required before 
the Assistant Secretary awards a contract 
pursuant to this section. 

(2) RELATING TO SYSTEMS.—With respect to 
the contracting and implementation of the 
systems described in subsection (b), the 
Chief Information Officer shall have— 

(A) final decision making authority on the 
technical feasibility and specifications, cy-
bersecurity requirements, compatibility 
with existing Department information tech-
nology infrastructure, and the feasibility of 
timelines from a technical standpoint; and 

(B) final approval of all technical matters 
before full implementation. 

(3) EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS.—In select-
ing the services described in subsection (b), 
the Assistant Secretary and the Chief Infor-
mation Officer shall include in the criteria 
for selection— 

(A) the ability of the proposal to maintain 
security, including the cybersecurity, stand-
ards appropriate to the United States pass-
port and to protect personally identifiable 
information; 

(B) scalability to accommodate current 
and future passport demand; and 

(C) long-term viability and upgradability. 
(f) INTERIM ACTION PLAN.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Assistant Secretary, in consultation 
with the Chief Information Officer, shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees an action plan on how the Bureau 
plans to complete the modernization de-
scribed in this section in conjunction with 
other related, ongoing steps to modernize 
the passport issuance process. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The action plan required by 
paragraph (1) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) Progress made on implementing the in-
formation technology solutions described in 
subsection (b) within specific timelines, and 
additional steps planned. 

(B) The expected cost and timeline for im-
plementation of the information technology 
solutions described in subsection (b). 

(C) An evaluation of the information tech-
nology solutions described in subsection (b) 
to determine whether the full implementa-
tion of such solutions will require additional 
funding or authorities, including budget esti-
mates and a description of such authorities, 
as appropriate. 

(D) Efforts to ensure world-class cyberse-
curity standards for protection of passport 
applicant data and the passport issuance 
process infrastructure, particularly such in-
frastructure involved in adjudication of pass-
port applications. 

(E) Other specific planned steps that the 
Bureau will take to achieve the criteria de-
scribed in section 4. 

(g) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Assistant Secretary, in consultation 
with the Chief Information Officer, shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on the following: 

(1) Progress on each information tech-
nology solution described in subsection (b). 

(2) Additional information technology so-
lutions the Bureau intends to adopt. 

(3) Changes in the cost for implementation 
of the steps described in the action plan, if 
applicable. 

(h) FORM.—The plans and report required 
by this section shall be submitted in an un-
classified form and may include a classified 
annex, if necessary. 
SEC. 6. RESEARCH ON COMMERCIALLY AVAIL-

ABLE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
SOLUTIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the enactment of this Act, the Assist-
ant Secretary, in coordination with the Chief 
Information Officer, shall establish a work-
ing group of appropriate Department em-
ployees, and contractors as appropriate, to 
liaise with the private sector for the pur-
poses of identifying commercially available 
technologies that may be adopted by the Bu-
reau to advance the criteria described in sec-
tion 4, evaluating proposed technological so-
lutions, and augmenting the Bureau’s ongo-
ing modernization efforts. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The working group es-
tablished pursuant to subsection (a) shall be 
composed of personnel who can consult on 
the policy, legal, and technical aspects of the 
passport issuance process with entities that 
wish to provide such technologies to the De-
partment. 

(c) PILOT PROJECTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the working group established pursuant 
to subsection (a) should consider piloting not 
fewer than three commercial information 
technology systems with potential to accel-
erate the passport renewal process, reduce 
the backlog of requests, and backup legacy 
systems with cloud-based software solutions. 

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Assistant Secretary, in coordination with 

the Chief Information Officer, shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
a report— 

(1) describing the usefulness of the working 
group to the Department’s ongoing mod-
ernization efforts and its reception by pri-
vate sector actors; 

(2) containing a summary of each proposal 
made to the working group pursuant to this 
section and whether the Secretary intends to 
adopt each proposal; 

(3) providing recommendations to scale 
successful solutions. 
SEC. 7. GAO REPORT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a com-
prehensive review of the passport issuance 
process, including— 

(1) the Bureau’s goals for timeliness of 
passport issuance, the basis for such goals, 
and its performance compared to those goals; 

(2) key factors affecting timeliness of pass-
port issuance and the extent to which the 
Bureau has addressed those factors; 

(3) key factors affecting the implementa-
tion of technological solutions by the Bu-
reau; 

(4) the Bureau’s efforts to implement the 
Travel Document Issuance System (TDIS) 
and other related information technology 
systems that support the passport issuance 
process with a focus on— 

(A) whether the Bureau is following lead-
ing practices for developing, acquiring, and 
overseeing related system and infrastructure 
investments and leveraging existing tech-
nologies where appropriate; 

(B) whether the program has the workforce 
to resolve technical issues within the sys-
tems; and 

(C) identifying any vulnerabilities and lim-
itations of the system that may impact per-
formance, including single points of failure; 

(5) opportunities to streamline, expedite, 
and otherwise enhance the Bureau’s passport 
issuance processes, including opportunities 
to reduce costs in the passport issuance proc-
ess; 

(6) opportunities to partner with other 
Federal and State agencies and leverage ex-
isting United States Government informa-
tion sources, such as biometric databases, in 
support of the application and identity 
verification and resolution components of 
the passport issuance process; and 

(7) other matters as the Comptroller Gen-
eral may deem appropriate. 

(b) SUBMISSION.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General shall— 

(1) brief the appropriate congressional 
committees on the review required by sub-
section (a); and 

(2) submit a final report upon completion 
of such review. 

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS IMPLEMENTATION RE-
PORT.—Not later than one year after the date 
on which the report required by subsection 
(b)(2) is submitted, the Assistant Secretary 
and the Chief Information Officer shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a report on progress toward resolu-
tion of each recommendation made in the re-
port required by such subsection and planned 
steps that will be taken to resolve each rec-
ommendation. 
SEC. 8. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act may be construed as an 
offer to procure a service or services or as a 
guarantee of a contract for such services. 
SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 
(1) the term ‘‘appropriate congressional 

committees’’ means— 
(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 

the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(2) the term ‘‘Assistant Secretary’’ means 
the Assistant Secretary of State for Con-
sular Affairs; 

(3) except as otherwise provided, the term 
‘‘Bureau’’ means the Bureau of Consular Af-
fairs of the Department; 

(4) the term ‘‘Chief Information Officer’’ 
means the Chief Information Officer of the 
Bureau; 

(5) except as otherwise provided, the term 
‘‘Department’’ means the Department of 
State; 

(6) the term ‘‘passport issuance process’’— 
(A) means all steps of passport issuance for 

a new passport or renewal of a passport, as 
appropriate, from the applicant’s submission 
of documents through document processing 
and application adjudication to mailing of 
printed passports; and 

(B) includes— 
(i) the passport application submission, 

which includes— 
(I) the portion of the passport issuance 

process from and including passport accept-
ance by a passport acceptance agent until 
documents are received by the Department; 
and 

(II) payment processing and mail shipping 
times; and 

(ii) the passport application processing, 
which includes the portion of the passport 
issuance process from the reception of com-
pleted applications and their distribution to 
passport agencies for adjudication until fin-
ished passports and application documents 
are mailed to applicants; and 

(7) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of State. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on this bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. ISSA), 
who is the author of this bill. 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I will try not 
to take more time than is necessary for 
a bipartisan bill that has broad sup-
port, but I do rise today in support of 
H.R. 6610, the Passport System Reform 
and Backlog Prevention Act. 

I became the author of this bill not 
in the usual way as a member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, but actu-
ally as a man who has three con-
stituent service personnel who spend a 
great deal of their time dealing with 
the fact that when a backlog becomes 
pervasive, what ends up happening is 
every passport renewal becomes an 
emergency, and it becomes an expe-
dited payment. It becomes, in short, a 
problem that should not have hap-
pened. 
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We certainly understand that during 

COVID there were a number of prob-
lems. One of them was the State De-
partment had never prepared for being 
able to, in any remote way, process 
passports. So during that time, the 
backlog became understandably im-
mense. 

Be that as it may, in the several 
years since COVID has passed, the 
backlog has continued, and it has never 
reached an acceptable point for the 
American people. 

Even today, Mr. Speaker, when you 
surrender a passport for renewal, you 
have no idea whether it will be weeks 
or even months before you get one. 
Most people are advised to pay the ex-
pedited fee. In fact, the expedited fee 
seldom gives them the speed that was 
intended. 

We have talked to several countries, 
if you will, not necessarily our peers, 
but countries that have the same chal-
lenges we have. Britain, Japan, and 
Australia routinely reauthorize within 
a matter of days while we take a 5- to 
8-week turnaround. 

That is unacceptable. We are the 
country that effectively created the 
computer, created automation, and 
created the ability for something as 
mundane as adding a new picture to a 
previously issued passport. We should 
and could beat this. 

The modernization is the first since 
the days of the early modem, the item 
that made sound and certainly could 
transport only a small amount of infor-
mation. 

Congressional intervention is needed. 
The State Department understands 
that, and for that reason, we have five 
basic principles in this, the most im-
portant of which is that we ask for pri-
vate-sector techniques to be used and, 
in fact, for the State Department to 
work with the private sector that is 
more than capable of creating a faster 
system. In fact, some American compa-
nies are processing passports for other 
countries. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 6610. 

As we all recall, the State Depart-
ment experienced an unprecedented 
level of demand for passports after a 
global slowdown in travel during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. Many of our con-
stituents were frustrated by the sig-
nificant processing wait times they 
faced in securing their passports. 

As this bill moved through the For-
eign Affairs Committee, we were 
pleased to learn that the State Depart-
ment had achieved prepandemic pass-
port processing times again. Nonethe-
less, the work we must undertake 
going forward is to ensure that the Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs and other rel-
evant department entities have the 
tools, analysis, and resources that they 
need to sustain ups and downs in con-
sular demand. The State Department is 

already working to modernize and 
streamline its passport processing, and 
this legislation supports those efforts. 

This bill, as amended by the Foreign 
Affairs Committee, will further mod-
ernize passport processing through a 
range of important mechanisms. We 
must not saddle the department with 
unfunded mandates or inefficient solu-
tions. 

Congress must offer guidance and 
support to ensure that the State De-
partment can get the job of moderniza-
tion done. Americans deserve the best 
practices and smartest technologies to 
inform the department’s provision of 
consular services. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to partner 
with my colleagues in Congress, at the 
State Department, and beyond to ad-
vance this objective. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, the unprece-
dented demand for passports 
postpandemic created significant back-
logs at the Department of State and 
frustratingly long passport processing 
times. I am glad that those processing 
times are now back at prepandemic 
levels and that the State Department’s 
consular bureau is already modernizing 
its passport processing. 

Be that as it may, it is our responsi-
bility to ensure that the department 
has what it needs to handle any future 
shifts in demand. This bill will ensure 
that American travelers can always 
count on efficient and reliable passport 
services by integrating cutting-edge 
practices and technologies into our 
consular services. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting H.R. 6610, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have 
worked with Mr. ISSA and our Foreign 
Affairs colleagues to bring this bill be-
fore the House today. 

H.R. 6610 modernizes processing capa-
bilities at the State Department’s Bu-
reau of Consular Affairs. That means 
new performance standards for issuing 
passports, new tools for our case-
workers to track our constituents’ 
passport requests, and new text and 
email notifications for Americans 
throughout the whole passport process 
so they know where their applications 
stand and how much longer the process 
is likely to take. 

Finally, H.R. 6610 requires the State 
Department to expand the online pass-
port renewal system so that Americans 
can apply for and get the travel docu-
ments they need as efficiently as pos-
sible. 

I commend Representative ISSA for 
prodding the State Department to 
adopt the best commercially available 
technology solutions. The private sec-
tor has much to offer that will reduce 
wait times and streamline bureaucracy 
at the State Department. 

I also thank Chairman MCCAUL, 
Ranking Member MEEKS, and the bi-
partisan members of the Foreign Af-

fairs Committee who voted unani-
mously for this bill during the com-
mittee markup. 

The American people deserve a more 
responsive passport process when they 
seek to exercise their right to travel. 
For that reason, H.R. 6610 deserves our 
unanimous support. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
EDWARDS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 6610, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1600 

CONDEMNING THE ILLEGAL AB-
DUCTION OF CHILDREN FROM 
UKRAINE TO THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
resolution (H. Res. 149) condemning the 
illegal abduction of children from 
Ukraine to the Russian Federation, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 149 

Whereas, on January 12, 1951, the Conven-
tion on the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide (commonly known as 
the ‘‘Genocide Convention’’), of which the 
Russian Federation is a party, came into ef-
fect; 

Whereas, on February 24, 2022, the Russian 
Federation escalated its eight-year-long oc-
cupation of sovereign Ukrainian territory by 
launching an unprovoked large-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine; 

Whereas, on March 9, 2022, Russian Forces 
attacked a maternity hospital in Mariupol, 
Ukraine, resulting in the deaths of 5 individ-
uals and injuries to 17 other individuals; 

Whereas, on March 22, 2022, the Ukrainian 
Foreign Ministry announced that the Rus-
sian military had illegally abducted and 
forcibly transferred 2,389 Ukrainian children 
from temporarily occupied areas of Ukraine; 

Whereas, on June 2, 2022, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy stated that 
200,000 children are among the Ukrainians 
who have been forcibly transferred to Russia; 

Whereas forcibly transferring children of 
one group to another group is a violation of 
Article II(e) of the Genocide Convention; 

Whereas Maria Lvova-Belova, Children’s 
Rights Commissioner for the President of 
Russia, admitted to abducting and forcibly 
transferring Ukrainian children and facili-
tating forced adoptions to Russian families; 

Whereas Ukrainian authorities have stated 
that a number of the abducted and forcibly 
transferred Ukrainian children have families 
who remain in Ukraine, but have been sepa-
rated due to the renewed Russian invasion; 

Whereas, on June 16, 2022, Russian authori-
ties announced that children born in occu-
pied Ukrainian territories after the February 
24, 2022, invasion will be deemed Russian citi-
zens; 
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Whereas, on June 22, 2022, the United Na-

tions Human Rights Office of the High Com-
missioner verified that at least 320 children 
have been killed since Russia’s renewed inva-
sion began; 

Whereas, on July 11, 2022, United Nations 
Secretary General António Guterres ordered 
an investigation into the deaths and injuries 
of Ukrainian children; and 

Whereas, on July 13, 2022, Secretary of 
State Antony J. Blinken issued a statement 
calling upon Russia to ‘‘immediately halt its 
systemic filtration operations in Ukraine’’, 
which have caused the disappearance, deten-
tion, or forcible deportation of between 
900,000 and 1,600,000 Ukrainians (approxi-
mately 260,000 of whom are children): Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) declares that the abduction and forcible 
transfer of children and facilitation of illegal 
adoptions is contrary to Russia’s obligations 
under the Genocide Convention and amounts 
to genocide; 

(2) further declares that the Russian Fed-
eration is attempting to wipe out a genera-
tion of Ukrainian children, thereby crippling 
Ukraine’s ability to nurture the next genera-
tion of Ukrainian citizens and leaders and to 
rebuild their country after Russia’s 
unprovoked war, with the purpose of demol-
ishing Ukraine’s unique language, culture, 
history, and identity; 

(3) notes with concern that the invasion of 
Ukraine by the Russian Federation has sig-
nificantly increased the risks of children 
being exposed to human trafficking and ex-
ploitation, child labor, gender-based vio-
lence, hunger, injury, trauma, deprivation of 
education and shelter, and death; and 

(4) holds the Government of the Russian 
Federation, under the leadership of Vladimir 
Putin, responsible for the wrongful and ille-
gal abduction and forcible transfer of chil-
dren from Ukraine and officially condemns 
these actions in the strongest terms. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) and the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, since the beginning of 

Russia’s unprovoked war against 
Ukraine, we continue to witness un-
speakable acts perpetrated by Vladimir 
Putin’s forces. Since the start of the 
war, Ukrainian officials estimate that 
over 120,000 war crimes have been com-
mitted by lawless Russian invaders. 

One of the most horrific acts being 
conducted by the Putin regime is the 
kidnapping of Ukrainian children to 
Russia and occupied territories. Since 
February 2022, more than 19,000 chil-
dren have been forcibly deported from 
their homeland—possibly many, many 
more. 

Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United 
Nations has stated that: ‘‘Ukraine has 

strong grounds to believe that several 
hundred thousand Ukrainian children 
were forcibly, unlawfully taken.’’ 

Not only have these children been 
kidnapped and handed over to Russian 
families, but they have also been 
forced into pro-Russia reeducation sys-
tems. They are being brainwashed, 
taught to hate their home country and 
to love their oppressors, Russia. 

Kidnapped Ukrainian children are 
being taught that Ukraine does not 
exist as a sovereign country and that 
Russia is conducting some sort of justi-
fied mission for mankind. Additionally, 
if they don’t comply or fall in line, 
these children face punishment and 
abuse. 

Russia’s depravity gets even more 
twisted, Mr. Speaker. There are reports 
that kidnapped Ukrainian teenagers 
are being conscripted to fight in 
Ukraine on behalf of the Russian Fed-
eration. Ukrainian officials say Rus-
sia’s efforts specifically target teen-
agers so that they can be turned into 
soldiers once they reach the age of 18. 

Vladimir Putin and his commissioner 
for children’s rights, Maria Lvova- 
Belova, can claim all they want that 
they are saving these children, but we 
know their true intent—the complete 
eradication of Ukrainian culture and 
identity. 

Both U.S. statute and international 
law define genocide as acts committed 
with intent to destroy a people, in 
whole or in part, including forcibly 
transferring children of the group to 
another group. 

I was proud to join my colleague 
from Pennsylvania, Representative 
WILD, in introducing the resolution be-
fore us today. It rightfully condemns 
this barbarism and calls it what it is: 
genocide. We were there together on 
the Ukrainian border. We were there 
and saw Ukrainian refugees and chil-
dren who have suffered this kind of 
abuse at the hands of Vladimir Putin. 

Mr. Speaker, during our markup, this 
resolution received unanimous bipar-
tisan support from the Foreign Affairs 
Committee. Today, the entire House 
has the opportunity and the moral 
duty to denounce Russia’s genocide 
against these children of Ukraine. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my good friend, 
Representative WILD, for shedding 
light on these heartbreaking abuses. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our col-
leagues to support this important reso-
lution, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 149. I introduced this resolu-
tion on behalf of my district, which 
counts one of the country’s largest 
Ukrainian-American communities. To-
gether, we have advocated and orga-
nized for this moment, and I recognize 
my Ukrainian-American constituents 
and all the extraordinary Ukrainian- 
American leaders whose tireless efforts 
led to this legislation coming to the 
floor of the House for a vote. 

I also remember the time that Rep-
resentative WAGNER and I and a couple 
of other members of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee stood right at the bor-
der of Ukraine on the Poland side and 
watched as children and mothers 
streamed across the border. It was 
tragic and really hard to watch, but 
those were the fortunate children, as 
we have learned. Far too many Ukrain-
ian children have been abducted to 
Russia. 

This vote is about sending an un-
equivocal message to Vladimir Putin 
that we stand with the Ukrainian peo-
ple and that we will not stop working 
for justice and accountability when it 
comes to the atrocities that Russian 
forces have systemically employed in 
this war of aggression. 

We must be clear. Russian forces 
have engaged in an effort to destroy 
Ukraine’s democracy, its sovereignty, 
its territorial integrity, and, ulti-
mately, its identity itself. Their crimes 
against children stand out as the most 
heinous aspect of a much larger strat-
egy, a relentless campaign of state vio-
lence against the most vulnerable 
members of Ukrainian society. 

As part of this effort, Russian forces 
have abducted and forcibly relocated 
thousands of Ukrainian children to 
Russian-occupied and affiliated areas 
in blatant violation of Article II(e) of 
the Genocide Convention. 

The Russian objective is clear: to 
eradicate the young generations of the 
Ukrainians by attempting to destroy 
their sense of national and cultural 
identity. We cannot be silent in the 
face of these violations of Ukrainians’ 
most fundamental rights and dignity. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle for working 
to pass this legislation unanimously 
through the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. 

Finally, as meaningful as this vote is 
to me and my constituents, I call on 
the leadership of this House to hold an 
even more consequential vote. Mr. 
Speaker, the people’s Representatives 
must be able to vote on the Senate’s 
supplemental package containing crit-
ical assistance for Ukraine as well as 
humanitarian assistance for the people 
of Ukraine, for the Palestinian people, 
and for so many other populations 
around the world who are in dire need 
of assistance. We must come together 
in support of this national and global 
priority. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
think about the Ukrainian Americans 
across this country whose relatives in 
Ukraine are facing a relentless cam-
paign of aggression simply because of 
their unrelenting quest for a demo-
cratic Ukrainian state. 

We must stand with them. We must 
stand with the next generation of 
Ukrainians and ensure that they are 
able to continue their proud legacy. 

As a people, Ukrainians have endured 
despite extraordinary hardship experi-
enced across generations. Today, they 
are fighting for their future as a sov-
ereign, independent democracy whose 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:24 Mar 20, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A19MR7.008 H19MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1203 March 19, 2024 
freedom has been hard-won and is im-
periled today. 

Together, let us join in passing this 
resolution here on the floor of the 
House of Representatives by a resound-
ing bipartisan margin, and let us work 
toward passing the assistance for the 
Ukrainian people that they so urgently 
need. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this resolu-
tion, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, Vladimir Putin’s barba-
rism knows no bounds. The actions of 
his lawless forces against the people of 
Ukraine, including the forcible depor-
tation of innocent Ukrainian children, 
constitute genocide. 

We have the opportunity to state 
that truth plainly today and to stand 
with the grieving families of Ukraine 
whose children are still kidnapped in-
side Russia. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge unanimous sup-
port for this resolution, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 149, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

REVIEW OF INTERAGENCY 
DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6602) to amend the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 relating to 
the review of the interagency dispute 
resolution process, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6602 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REVIEW OF INTERAGENCY DISPUTE 

RESOLUTION PROCESS. 
Section 1763(c) of the Export Control Re-

form Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4822(c)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘In any case’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In any case’’; 
(2) by inserting ‘‘countries subject to a 

comprehensive United States arms embar-
go,’’ after ‘‘matters relating to’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘may be decided’’ and in-
serting ‘‘shall be decided’’; 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The chair of the Committee is authorized to 
decide any case or matter described in the 
preceding sentence in which the Committee 
is unable to decide the case or matter by ma-
jority vote.’’; and 

(5) by further adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(2) DEFINITION.—In paragraph (1), the 
term ‘country subject to a comprehensive 
United States arms embargo’ means— 

‘‘(A) any country listed on table 1 to para-
graph (d)(1) of section 126.1 of title 22, Code 
of Federal Regulations (as such section is in 
effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of this paragraph); and 

‘‘(B) the Russian Federation.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) and the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
WILD) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on this measure. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, the People’s Republic of 
China, under the leadership of the Chi-
nese Communist Party, is waging an 
all-out economic war against the 
United States. The CCP is using unfair 
and illegal means to try to dominate 
the market in dual-use technologies 
that are shaping the modern battle-
field. 

Fortunately, the CCP still signifi-
cantly relies on technologies from the 
United States, our allies, and our part-
ners to develop advanced dual-use ca-
pabilities. For that reason, export con-
trols are a critical tool for the United 
States to slow down and, in some cases, 
stop China’s ability to develop certain 
capabilities. 

For this strategy to work, we have to 
deny Chinese licenses to use American 
technology. Unfortunately, based on 
data reviewed and released by the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
those licenses are rarely denied by the 
Commerce Department’s Bureau of In-
dustry and Security, known as BIS. 

For instance, during a 6-month pe-
riod spanning 2020 and 2021, BIS denied 
less than 2 percent of licenses and ap-
proved $100 billion worth of licenses to 
Huawei and SMIC. Both of those com-
panies are considered CCP military 
companies by the Department of De-
fense and are CCP national champion 
technology firms. 

When deciding whether to approve or 
deny a license, BIS generally consults 
other agencies that make up the Oper-
ating Committee for Export Policy, the 
Departments of Defense, Energy, State, 
and Commerce. 

However, BIS is not required to fol-
low those other agencies’ advice. 
Sometimes, BIS actively ignores it. 
Statistics provided by BIS for fiscal 
years 2017 through 2019 show that there 
was a 60 percent increase of noncon-
sensus decisions by the operating com-

mittee during that time. In other 
words, over half the time, 60 percent of 
the time, they ignored everybody else’s 
objections and went ahead and did 
whatever they wanted to, just one per-
son’s decision. That is not good. 

More than 10 percent of the time, it 
appears the operating committee chair, 
which is part of the BIS, took the posi-
tion that only one other operating 
committee member supported—also 
not good. 

Since the Department of Commerce 
is both the chair and a member, this 
data raises concerns that Commerce 
may be abusing its position on the op-
erating committee to override the con-
sidered objections of other agencies. 
Otherwise, why even be there? 

b 1615 

This bill provides a commonsense so-
lution to those dangers: When a license 
for China comes before the operating 
committee, the decision to approve or 
deny the license should be based on a 
majority vote by all of its members. 

Each agency brings a unique view to 
a license and should have a voice and a 
vote. It makes little sense for BIS to 
have sole discretionary and decisional 
authority on those consequential 
issues. 

In fact, when dealing with satellites 
and hot section jet engines, the oper-
ating committee already requires a 
majority vote. So my bill simply puts 
licenses to China on the same level as 
licenses for certain advanced tech-
nologies. 

Chairman Xi has ordered his military 
to have the capability to invade Tai-
wan by 2027. This is a country that pro-
duces 100 percent of the chips in AI 
that we consume here in America, I 
might add. 

It makes no sense for our Depart-
ment of Defense to not have a vote on 
what capabilities may fall into the 
hands of the Chinese military. 

I thank my colleagues on the Foreign 
Affairs Committee for their unani-
mous, bipartisan support for this im-
portant national security reform bill 
during the committee markup back in 
December. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 6602, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6602. 

In recent years, our use of export 
controls to safeguard our national se-
curity has expanded greatly. However, 
these efforts have not come with a 
commensurate increase in the budget 
of the Department of Commerce’s Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, or BIS, 
which is the U.S. Government entity 
leading export control efforts. 

The Biden administration has vastly 
expanded controls against Russia and 
Belarus since the horrific invasion of 
Ukraine and has imposed unprece-
dented unilateral controls against 
China in the semi-conductor space. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:24 Mar 20, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K19MR7.021 H19MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH1204 March 19, 2024 
This has resulted in a large increase in 
the license review and enforcement 
burden at BIS, which now processes 
nearly 40,000 licenses per year. 

For our controls to be effective, I 
strongly believe that they need to be 
laser-focused on the highest priority 
cases where the national security con-
cerns are most clear. At the moment, 
the Departments of State, Defense, En-
ergy, or Commerce can individually 
block the approval or denial of a li-
cense by an interagency committee by 
escalating a decision if they don’t 
agree with it. 

This legislation will allow the chair 
of the operating committee to decide 
cases where the agencies are divided 2– 
2, which should mitigate the number of 
escalations that we see and result in a 
more streamlined and effective process. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
MCCORMICK and Chairman MCCAUL for 
working with the minority to address 
our concerns. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in supporting this 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, to safeguard our na-
tional security in an ever-changing 
global landscape and to ensure that we 
are putting American workers and fam-
ilies first, our policies must be robust 
and effective, not counterproductive. If 
we want our export controls to work, 
we need to do a few things. 

First and foremost, we need to make 
sure that we are blocking the trans-
actions that pose a clear threat to our 
national security. This requires focus-
ing on key chokepoints and specific 
technologies and not having blanket 
rules that will inundate the Bureau of 
Industry and Security with a review of 
items that are not problematic. 

Second, we need to ensure that those 
controls are multilateral, so that the 
intended party isn’t simply able to buy 
the same goods from other global sup-
pliers or nations. Unilateral actions 
don’t work, and they hurt American 
workers and families by ceding market 
share to foreign competitors resulting 
in job losses here at home. 

Third, we need to ensure that the li-
cense review process is fast, effective, 
and that BIS has the resources and 
tools necessary to effectively imple-
ment and enforce controls. 

So while I stand in support of Mr. 
MCCORMICK’s bill, I also urge the House 
to think seriously about increasing 
funding for BIS. I hope my colleagues 
will join me in supporting this bill, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I thank 
Chairman MCCAUL, Ranking Member 
MEEKS, and my bipartisan colleagues 
on the Foreign Affairs Committee for 
supporting this bill before us today. 

The committee is made up of a five- 
member panel with representatives 

from the Departments of Commerce, 
Defense, State, and Energy, with the 
chair being the Bureau of Industry and 
Security representative who, per the 
governing statute, should act impar-
tially when the Operating Committee 
for Export Policy convenes. 

Under current law, OCEP, which is 
the Operating Committee for Export 
Policy, may resolve these issues and 
disputes by a majority vote. However 
in practice, the chair typically issues a 
ruling without calling a vote and most 
often rules in favor of the Department 
of Commerce, which draws into ques-
tion their adherence to the directive to 
be impartial. 

It is critical that we deny our adver-
saries the opportunity to access our 
American private sector innovation. 
Our innovation should not be giving a 
leg up to our enemies in competition. 

An increasingly aggressive Chinese 
Communist Party is posing a growing 
threat to American values and Amer-
ican interests around the world. In 
many cases, they are threatening us 
with our own technology. 

For that reason, we must ensure that 
our national security agencies have a 
real voice and vote in deciding what 
technologies can be exported to the 
People’s Republic of China. We want to 
ensure that the BIS does not produce 
BS. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
MCCORMICK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6602, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DR. MICHAEL C. BURGESS PRE-
VENTIVE HEALTH SAVINGS ACT 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 766) to amend the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974 respecting the scor-
ing of preventive health savings, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 766 

[REPORT NO. 118–426] 
To amend the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974 respecting the scoring of preventive 
health savings. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Dr. Michael C. 
Burgess Preventive Health Savings Act’’. 
SEC. 2. SCORING OF PREVENTIVE HEALTH SAV-

INGS. 
Section 202 of the Congressional Budget and 

Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 602) 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(h) SCORING OF PREVENTIVE HEALTH SAV-
INGS.— 

‘‘(1) DETERMINATION BY THE DIRECTOR.—Upon 
a request by the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on the Budget of the 
Senate and chairman and ranking minority 
member of the committee of primary jurisdiction 
of the Senate or by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on the Budg-
et of the House of Representatives and the 
chairman and ranking minority member of the 
committee of primary jurisdiction of the House 
of Representatives, the Director shall determine 
if proposed legislation would result in net reduc-
tions in budget outlays in budgetary outyears 
through the use of preventive health care. 

‘‘(2) PROJECTIONS.—If the Director determines 
that proposed legislation would result in net re-
ductions in budget outlays as described in para-
graph (1), the Director— 

‘‘(A) shall include, in any projection prepared 
by the Director on such proposed legislation, a 
description and estimate of the reductions in 
budget outlays in the budgetary outyears and a 
description of the basis for such conclusions; 
and 

‘‘(B) may prepare a budget projection that in-
cludes some or all of the budgetary outyears, 
notwithstanding the time periods for projections 
described in subsection (e) and sections 308, 402, 
and 424. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATION.—Any estimate provided by 
the Director pursuant to paragraph (1) shall be 
used as a supplementary estimate and may not 
be used to determine compliance with the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974 or any other budg-
etary enforcement controls. 

‘‘(4) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this sub-
section— 

‘‘(A) the term ‘budgetary outyears’ means the 
2 consecutive 10-year periods beginning with the 
first fiscal year that is 10 years after the current 
fiscal year; and 

‘‘(B) the term ‘preventive health care’ means 
an action that focuses on the health of the pub-
lic, individuals, and defined populations in 
order to protect, promote, and maintain health 
and wellness and prevent disease, disability, 
and premature death, including through the 
promotion and use of effective, innovative 
health care interventions that are demonstrated 
by credible and publicly available evidence from 
epidemiological projection models, clinical trials, 
observational studies in humans, longitudinal 
studies, and meta-analysis.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. BURGESS) and the gentle-
woman from Minnesota (Ms. OMAR) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material into the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 766, the Dr. Michael C. Burgess 
Preventive Health Savings Act. 

This pivotal piece of legislation seeks 
to establish a mechanism for the Con-
gressional Budget Office to more accu-
rately reflect the long-term, cost-sav-
ing potential of preventive healthcare 
initiatives. 

This bipartisan, bicameral effort un-
derscores our commitment to pro-
moting the health and well-being of all 
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Americans. We encourage the use of 
data-informed preventive health meas-
ures, and we are taking proactive steps 
toward not only saving lives, but also 
saving taxpayer dollars in the long run. 

Chronic illnesses account for over 70 
percent of all our healthcare spending, 
and they continue to pose a significant 
burden on our system and our econ-
omy. 

However, by enacting measures like 
H.R. 766, we can begin to bend the cost 
curve and provide a more accurate un-
derstanding of the long-term cost sav-
ings from preventive healthcare poli-
cies. 

H.R. 766 specifically allows the Con-
gressional Budget Office, upon the in-
struction of Congress, to extend its 
analysis beyond the existing 10-year 
budget window to two additional 10- 
year periods. This provision will enable 
us to conduct a fuller analysis of the 
potential budgetary savings and the 
impact of preventive health legisla-
tion, ensuring that we make informed 
decisions based on sound evidence and 
data. 

Moreover, the Dr. Michael C. Burgess 
Preventive Health Savings Act nar-
rowly defines preventive health to en-
compass actions that focus on the 
health of the public, individuals, and 
defined populations. 

By relying on credible and publicly 
available evidence from various 
sources, such as epidemiological pro-
jection models, clinical trials, and 
meta-analysis, we can ensure that our 
policies are both meaningful and 
impactful. 

Lastly, H.R. 766 protects against esti-
mates being used to justify partisan 
policies that might be used as budget 
gimmicks by requiring the request for 
a long-term estimate to be bipartisan 
and by stipulating such estimates can-
not be used to comply with budget 
rules. 

The successes of past legislation, 
such as the passage of Medicare part D 
in 2003, under a Republican majority in 
Congress, serves as a reminder of the 
profound impact preventive care can 
have on our healthcare. Despite initial 
concerns about its costs, Medicare part 
D has proven to be a wise investment, 
yielding savings and benefits that far 
outweigh its initial expenses. 

In conclusion, I believe that an ounce 
of prevention is, indeed, worth a pound 
of cure, and preventive care in 2003 has 
yielded more than a pound of cure 
today. This undeniable truth under-
scores the case for preventive, person-
alized medicine and should only serve 
to encourage us to redouble our efforts 
and pass this important bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter of support signed by 53 organi-
zations as part of H.R. 766. 

MARCH 4, 2024. 
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY 
LEADER JEFFRIES: We, the 53 undersigned or-

ganizations, would like to express our sup-
port for H.R. 766, the ‘‘Dr. Michael C. Burgess 
Preventive Health Savings Act,’’ which re-
moves outdated statutory constraints which 
currently prevent Congressional Budget Of-
fice (CBO) estimates from correctly assess-
ing preventive health initiatives that might 
achieve long-term health savings in federal 
programs. 

As leaders in health care representing pa-
tients, providers, associations, and employ-
ers, we all agree on the need for a continued 
focus on wellness and disease prevention if 
healthcare costs are to be contained. We 
share a bipartisan, bicameral view with 
many in Congress that to move forward with 
policy solutions to address the growing bur-
den of long-term chronic disease, Congress 
needs new tools to rise above traditional leg-
islative approaches to health care. 

Simply put, we know we can’t ‘‘cut’’ our 
way to a healthier America by shaving dol-
lars from federal programs that provide care 
to people in need every time Congress finds 
a new approach. As such, we all agree that 
the statutory constraints that CBO must 
currently follow to ‘‘score’’ legislation se-
verely constrains the ability of policymakers 
to accurately assess legislation that would 
prevent chronic disease. We believe this leg-
islation represents a significant step toward 
the goal of including new ideas and tactics to 
improve care that have proven successful in 
the private sector, or in health systems 
abroad that don’t have the same regulatory 
or budgetary constraints. 

Chronic disease places a significant burden 
on our health and economy, but it can be re-
versed: 

We know that chronic diseases are respon-
sible for 7 of 10 deaths among Americans 
each year, and they account for 90 percent of 
the $4.1 trillion our nation spends annually 
on medical care. These figures will worsen as 
the population ages. 

Much of the illness, suffering, and early 
death related to chronic diseases is caused 
by modifiable health risk behaviors such as 
lack of physical activity, poor nutrition, to-
bacco use, and alcohol and substance misuse. 

Preventing or delaying the onset of new 
cases and mitigating the progression of 
chronic disease will improve the health of 
people in America while lowering healthcare 
costs and overall spending. 

The current scoring process does not give 
Congress a complete picture of efforts to 
combat chronic disease: 

Research has demonstrated that certain 
expenditures for preventive health interven-
tions generate savings when considered in 
the long term, but those cost savings may 
not be apparent when assessing only the first 
ten years—those in the ‘‘scoring’’ window. 

Long-term benefits from current preven-
tive health expenditures may not be fully re-
flected, if at all, in cost estimates from CBO. 

Lawmakers need sound information, and 
today’s methods and procedures may not 
work as well as needed in analyzing certain 
efforts to prevent costly complications of 
chronic diseases. 

CBO has already begun to examine preven-
tion in new ways: 

In 2012, CBO published long-term estimates 
of the effect of a hypothetical tobacco tax on 
the federal budget. 

Also, in 2012, CBO published a study which 
found greater prescription drug access and 
adherence can reduce healthcare costs in 
other areas. 

In the 118th Congress, the House of Rep-
resentatives continues to require CBO to 
score certain large bills by considering pro-
jected impacts on revenue and spending from 
assumed economic effects the bills. 

The Preventive Health Savings Act will 
permit leaders in Congress to request that 

CBO estimate the long-term health savings 
that are possible from preventive health ini-
tiatives: 

This legislation provides that the Chair-
man or Ranking member of either budget or 
health-related committees can request an 
analysis of the two 10-year periods beyond 
the existing 10-year window. 

The bill requires CBO to conduct an initial 
analysis to determine whether the provision 
would result in substantial savings outside 
the normal scoring window. 

CBO must include a description of those fu-
ture-year savings in its budget projections 
but would retain the option of creating a for-
mal projection that includes some or all the 
budgetary out years. 

This bill is necessary to bring greater at-
tention to the longer-term value of wellness 
and prevention policies specifically. 

The bill defines preventive health as an ac-
tion designed to avoid future healthcare 
costs that are demonstrated by credible and 
publicly available epidemiological projection 
models, incorporating clinical trials or ob-
servational studies in humans. 

This narrow, responsible approach discour-
ages abuse while encouraging a sensible re-
view of health policies and programs Con-
gress believes will further the public’s 
health. 

As the chronic disease epidemic continues 
to worsen, so does the need for legislation 
that will properly allow Congress to see the 
full savings of enacting prevention-focused 
policy measures. 

We applaud your efforts in sponsoring this 
important legislation and look forward to 
joining with you in transforming our nation 
to one that prioritizes efforts to achieve 
wellness and wellbeing for all. 

Sincerely, 
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, Alli-

ance for Aging Research, American Academy 
of Family Physicians, American Association 
of Clinical Endocrinology, American Asso-
ciation of Nurse Practitioners, American 
College of Gastroenterology, American Col-
lege of Lifestyle Medicine, American College 
of Occupational and Environmental Medi-
cine, American College of Preventive Medi-
cine, American Society for Nutrition, Ascen-
sion, Association of Diabetes Care & Edu-
cation Specialists, Avery’s Hope. 

Biocom California, Blooming Health, Inc., 
California Chronic Care Coalition, Caregiver 
Action Network, Chronic Care Policy Alli-
ance, Connected Health Initiative, COPD 
Foundation, Council For Affordable Health 
Coverage, Determined Health, Fight 
Colorectal Cancer, FundPlay Foundation, 
Geneoscopy, Gerontological Society of 
America, Global Liver Institute. 

Healthcare Leadership Council, 
HealthyWomen, HIV + Hepatitis Policy In-
stitute, Johnson & Johnson, Marshfield Clin-
ic Health System, MemorialCare Health Sys-
tem, Merck, National Minority Quality 
Forum, Nevada Chronic Care Collaborative, 
NourishedRx, NTM Info & Research, Obesity 
Action Coalition, Obesity Medicine Associa-
tion. 

Partnership to Fight Chronic Disease, 
Partnership to Fight Infectious Disease, 
PLAY Sports Coalition, Premier Inc., Sports 
& Fitness Industry Association, Team Titin, 
Texas Health Resources, The Obesity Soci-
ety, Tivity Health, UsAgainstAlzheimer’s, 
Vizient, Wellvana, YMCA of the USA. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
all my fellow colleagues to join me in 
supporting H.R. 766 and ensuring that 
we continue to prioritize preventive 
healthcare initiatives for the better-
ment of all Americans, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

766. The Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preven-
tive Health Savings Act provides Con-
gress with more information on the 
budgetary impact of preventive 
healthcare services. 

Investing in prevention, such as early 
detection screenings, could improve 
healthcare outcomes while lowering 
healthcare costs in the long run. 

Such lifesaving, evidence-based poli-
cies often have significant fiscal bene-
fits for the government. The bill also 
ensures that the requests for this out-
year estimate are bipartisan. 

Both the chair and the ranking mem-
ber of the Budget Committee and the 
primary committees of jurisdiction 
must all together request this informa-
tion. 

This request should be about our con-
tinued focus on wellness and disease 
prevention for the American people and 
not be used to justify any partisan 
policies. 

b 1630 

Finally, the bill ensures that the out- 
year impact of prevention healthcare 
policies are only used as a supple-
mental estimate. It cannot be used for 
any budgetary enforcement controls. 
This would simply help Congress make 
more informed policy decisions and 
prevent out-year estimates to be used 
for any budget gimmicks. 

I fully support this sensible piece of 
legislation, bringing us closer to more 
transparent and holistic budget report-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Mrs. FISCHBACH). 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my colleague from Texas for 
yielding me the time and for bringing 
this piece of legislation forward. 

Mr. Speaker, we know that investing 
in preventive care benefits an individ-
ual’s health and pocketbook in the 
long run. Unfortunately, current stat-
ute only allows the Congressional 
Budget Office to assess a 10-year cost 
estimate window, despite the fact that 
assessing the impact of preventive care 
usually takes much longer than that. 

I proudly support the Dr. Michael C. 
Burgess Preventive Health Savings 
Act, which allows the CBO to score the 
long-term cost benefit of preventive 
care. This is a simple bill, and it will 
not only benefit the health of Ameri-
cans, but it will also save taxpayer dol-
lars. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Col-
orado (Ms. DEGETTE), the coauthor of 
the legislation. 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Dr. Michael C. 
Burgess Preventive Health Savings 
Act. 

A great frustration for those of us 
who work a lot on healthcare policy is 
the difficulty in accurately predicting 
the cost of preventive care. Right now, 

as you heard from my coauthor of the 
bill, Dr. BURGESS, when Congress looks 
at the cost and benefits of preventive 
healthcare, we only look at a 10-year 
window. That is true even when the 
savings associated with preventive care 
would accrue 15, 20, 30 years in the fu-
ture. 

That is why Dr. BURGESS and I wrote 
this bill, so that we could look at pre-
ventive care over a longer time frame 
and actually see the cost savings that 
it will give us. That will help us 
refocus our healthcare legislation on 
prevention rather than waiting until 
serious diseases occur. 

Preventive care averts illnesses, 
helps catch problems before they get 
too bad, and also saves lives. It has an-
other benefit. It saves money. There-
fore, Congress should be able to con-
sider how preventive healthcare saves 
taxpayers’ dollars when we prepare to 
vote on legislation. 

This bill provides a framework for 
committees to request an extended es-
timate for legislation related to pre-
ventive healthcare from the Congres-
sional Budget Office. With the frame-
work laid out in this bill, committees 
can, on a bipartisan basis, request an 
estimate of the effects of a preventive 
healthcare bill up to a 30-year window. 

This sounds a little technical but, 
frankly, I believe it will revolutionize 
how Congress considers preventive 
healthcare legislation. It is going to 
make it so Congress will have long- 
term cost estimates on preventive care 
legislation from a nonpartisan, trusted 
source. 

As new innovations to keep Ameri-
cans healthy are developed, we can bet-
ter consider their long-term effects as 
we try to make them more available to 
the American people. 

At the same time, as you heard, this 
bill does not allow any new budgetary 
gimmicks. Instead, it just gives us the 
framework to get the information we 
need. 

Part of the genesis of this bill was 
when Dr. BURGESS and I and others 
were working on the Affordable Care 
Act. I really wanted to put in the man-
dated benefits the inclusion of smoking 
cessation. 

Now, everybody in this room and in 
the gallery knows, helping Americans 
stop smoking cigarettes is one of the 
most obvious areas where preventive 
care can just save lives but also save 
money. We all know the terrible re-
sults of smoking: higher risks of lung 
cancer, diabetes, stroke, heart disease, 
COPD, and more. Treating these condi-
tions is expensive, but it is also deadly 
for people. 

CBO was working on this 10-year win-
dow when it made an estimate on my 
ideas, and they said: Congresswoman, 
we think the idea of smoking cessation 
is a great idea, but, unfortunately, the 
smoking cessation programs like the 
patch and Nicorette and things like 
that are just too expensive, and so we 
can’t afford to pay for them as part of 
the mandated benefits of the ACA. To 

me, that is crazy, and that is why we 
need this bill. 

Dr. BURGESS and I have been working 
on this bill ever since, over 10 years 
now, and I am proud to see it come to 
the floor. Here it is now. It is among 
the first bipartisan bills from the 
Budget Committee to be reported to 
the full House in years. 

We talk a lot about needing a long- 
term view. I can’t think of a better ex-
ample of a long-term view than a bill 
that takes more than 10 years, but yet 
we persevere. 

Finally, I thank MIKE BURGESS for 
his partnership on this bill and his 
partnership on the Energy and Com-
merce Committee for many other bills. 
We disagree a lot, but we have found a 
lot of common ground, and we always 
work in good faith to deliver for our 
constituents and the American people. 

This bill is a perfect example of how 
we work together to write common-
sense legislation that centers on what 
Americans need to lead healthy lives. 
It is truly a bipartisan victory. It is 
good legislation. I am going to miss Dr. 
BURGESS and his vision on the com-
mittee. I hope that we can work to-
gether to get this bill through the 
other body just as quickly as we can. I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this bill. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, it is 
now my great privilege and high honor 
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON), the chair-
man of the Budget Committee, as we 
debate the first bipartisan budget bill 
to pass the floor of the House I think in 
the history of Congress. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Texas. What 
a great career he has had in public 
service. He has truly been an inspira-
tion and a leader among his equals here 
in the people’s House on healthcare 
issues. He was the founder of the Doc-
tors Caucus. He was the Health Sub-
committee chair at the Energy and 
Commerce Committee and the chair of 
the Health Care Task Force on the 
Budget Committee. There is nobody in 
this Chamber, and I would submit in 
the United States Congress, who knows 
more about healthcare and who has en-
deavored more over the years to make 
healthcare work. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my Democratic 
colleagues, Ms. OMAR and Ms. 
DEGETTE. This is proof that we can 
work together in good faith, find com-
mon ground and consensus solutions to 
make this country and its government 
work for the people. 

I thank Ms. DEGETTE for her kind 
words. We have young people in the 
gallery who got to hear something they 
don’t often hear on cable news, which 
is a colleague from one side of the aisle 
complimenting another. What great de-
corum. What a great example of civil 
discourse in their Nation’s Capitol. 
They need to see more of it. 

I am grateful that we have an oppor-
tunity to address the triple aim in 
healthcare that often is underutilized 
because of simply the way we score it. 
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Healthcare innovation and technology 
can improve access and quality out-
comes while bending the curve on 
costs, not just to our patients and to 
our fellow Americans, but also to the 
taxpayers. Healthcare is a third of the 
budget. It is a big driver of our debt, 
and we have got to look for common-
sense solutions to improve across the 
board these important outcomes. 
Again, I thank Ms. OMAR and Ms. 
DEGETTE for their leadership. 

To my friend from the great State of 
Texas, what a legacy. We named this 
bill after Dr. BURGESS. He was loath to 
allow that, but it is appropriate be-
cause of all that he has done to leave 
this country better than he found it. 
This no doubt will have a tremendous 
impact for the future. May God bless 
my friend, and Godspeed. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I am prepared to 
close. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. WENSTRUP), the co-chair of the 
Doctors Caucus. 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I am 
here today in support of the Dr. Mi-
chael C. Burgess Preventive Health 
Saving Act, a bill aptly named after 
my colleague and friend, my co-chair 
on the Doctors Caucus, Dr. MICHAEL 
BURGESS. 

This important legislation is going to 
allow the Congressional Budget Office 
to measure the long-term impact of 
health policies, breaking free from the 
arbitrary 10-year budget window that 
currently constrains our ability to help 
our fellow Americans to live a 
healthier and longer life. 

This is something that we as the 
Doctors Caucus have met with CBO on. 
They were not sure how to do it. Dr. 
BURGESS put forward a way that we can 
get this done. We worked in a bipar-
tisan manner to enact policies that can 
bring patients more access to drugs, 
treatments, cures. 

Yet, when looking at the initial cost 
of bringing new treatments and drugs 
to patients, the long-term savings that 
are associated with keeping Americans 
healthier for longer are not considered. 
They need to be. The Congressional 
Budget Office should have the ability 
to fully score the impact that reduc-
tions in obesity, access to early and 
preventive treatments, and keeping pa-
tients healthier will have on Medicare, 
for example. 

It has been my great honor to serve 
with Dr. BURGESS on the Doctors Cau-
cus and here in Congress. I am glad to 
support this bill led by Dr. BURGESS, 
whose expertise and desire for quality 
care for all Americans has inspired 
many to practice medicine and encour-
age them to get involved with govern-
ment. I encourage support of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from the American Medical As-
sociation supporting H.R. 766. 

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
Chicago, IL, March 18, 2024. 

Hon. MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. HAKEEM JEFFRIES, 
Minority Leader, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER JOHNSON AND MINORITY 
LEADER JEFFRIES: On behalf of the physician 
and medical student members of the Amer-
ican Medical Association (AMA), I am writ-
ing in support of H.R. 766, the ‘‘Dr. Michael 
C. Burgess Preventive Health Savings Act.’’ 
This bipartisan bill would provide leaders in 
Congress with the ability to request that the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) provide 
an estimate of the long-term health savings 
that are possible from preventive health ini-
tiatives. 

Chronic disease is a leading cause of death 
and disability in the United States. Accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, each year more than 877,500 
Americans died of heart disease or stroke, 
more than 1.7 million people were diagnosed 
with cancer, and more than 37.3 million 
Americans have diabetes, with an additional 
96 million adults diagnosed with prediabetes, 
which puts them at risk for type 2 diabetes. 
These diseases, along with other conditions 
such as obesity, Alzheimer’s, and mental 
health issues, place a significant burden on 
the economy, accounting for 90 percent of 
our nation’s $4.1 trillion in annual health 
care spending. These figures will undoubt-
edly worsen as the population ages. 

Congress should be able to consider the 
long-term economic benefits of legislation 
that would promote wellness and disease pre-
vention initiatives that reduce chronic con-
ditions. However, the way in which the CBO 
currently ‘‘scores’’ legislation severely con-
strains the ability of policymakers to accu-
rately assess legislation that would prevent 
chronic disease. For example, while research 
has demonstrated that certain expenditures 
for preventive medicine generate savings 
when considered in the long term, those cost 
savings may not be evident when evaluating 
only the first 10-year ‘‘scoring’’ window. 

We believe this legislation represents a sig-
nificant step towards providing Congress 
with the means to obtain a more relevant 
long-term economic picture of the benefits of 
legislation to prevent chronic diseases. The 
legislation would allow, among other things, 
the Chair and Ranking member of the budget 
and health-related committees in the House 
or Senate to jointly request an analysis of 
the two 10-year periods beyond the existing 
initial 10-year window. The provisions re-
quiring these requests to come jointly from 
the Chair and Ranking Member of the budget 
and health-related committees in the House 
or the Senate will ensure the CBO is not di-
verted to frivolous or overly partisan anal-
yses. Furthermore, the legislation’s defini-
tion of ‘‘preventive health’’ appropriately 
captures the unique nature of this concept 
by including actions that focus on the health 
of the public, individuals, and defined popu-
lations to protect, promote, and maintain 
health and wellness, as well as prevent dis-
ease, disability, and premature death as 
demonstrated in credible, publicly available 
studies and data. 

The AMA applauds your leadership in 
bringing this important legislation to the 
House floor for consideration and looks for-
ward to working with you on this and other 
efforts to promote wellness and increase 
chronic disease prevention. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES L. MADARA, MD. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BUCSHON), a member of the Energy 
and Commerce Committee and a mem-
ber of the Doctors Caucus. 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, I recog-
nize the legacy of Dr. MICHAEL BUR-
GESS and support this bill, H.R. 766. 

If Members of Congress can agree on 
one thing, it is that we seek to improve 
the lives of our constituents. Unfortu-
nately, CBO’s current approach to how 
it develops cost estimates for 
healthcare legislation interferes with 
that goal by failing to take into ac-
count all the future benefits of the leg-
islation. 

CBO’s current approach keeps Fed-
eral healthcare programs stuck in the 
status quo of simply providing care 
when you get sick, including expensive 
care, instead of focusing on providing 
care that keeps you healthy and hope-
fully from needing more expensive 
forms of care down the road. 

CBO’s current approach defies com-
mon sense, and it is imperative that 
Congress directs CBO to more accu-
rately reflect the long-term cost saving 
potential of preventive healthcare ini-
tiatives. That is why I am proud to 
support H.R. 766. 

To ensure Congress can better evalu-
ate meaningful and impactful 
healthcare policies that bolster access 
and quality of care, Congress must pass 
this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from the Community Oncology 
Alliance supporting H.R. 766. 

COMMUNITY ONCOLOGY ALLIANCE, 
Washington, DC, March 18, 2024. 

Re Community Oncology Alliance Support of 
The Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preventative 
Health Savings Act (H.R. 766). 

Hon. JODEY ARRINGTON, 
Chairman, House Budget Committee, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ARRINGTON: On behalf of 
the Board of Directors of the Community On-
cology Alliance (‘‘COA’’), we applaud the 
House Budget Committee for advancing The 
Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preventative Health 
Savings Act (H.R. 766) to a floor vote of this 
important bipartisan legislation sponsored 
by Congressman Dr. Burgess with Congress-
woman Diana DeGette. 

As you know, COA is an organization dedi-
cated to advocating for the complex care and 
access needs of patients with cancer and the 
community oncology practices that serve 
them. COA is the only non-profit organiza-
tion in the United States dedicated solely to 
independent community oncology practices, 
which serve the majority of Americans re-
ceiving treatment for cancer. Since its grass-
roots founding over 20 years ago, COA’s mis-
sion has been to ensure that patients with 
cancer receive quality, affordable, and acces-
sible cancer care in their own communities 
where they live and work, regardless of their 
racial, ethnic, demographic, or socio-
economic status. 

The limitation of the 10-year scoring win-
dow is a severe obstacle to realizing the sav-
ings from preventive health care legislation. 
It is unrealistic to expect that many, if not 
most, preventative health care initiatives 
can return positive savings by 10 years. As a 
result of the current scoring mandate on the 
Congressional Budget Office, many, if not 
most, preventative health care initiatives 
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are not implemented because of funding con-
straints. 

With cancer, we have more effective treat-
ments, but it is essential that we look for 
ways of preventing this disease that impacts 
so many Americans. Unfortunately, artifi-
cial scoring mandates undermine the adop-
tion of preventive care initiatives. As a re-
sult, COA supports the passage of H.R. 766, 
and we greatly appreciate your work and 
that of your staff in the landmark advance-
ment of this legislation out of your com-
mittee. 

Sincerely, 
TED OKON, 

Executive Director. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Mis-
souri (Mr. SMITH), the chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, 
I wish to commend Dr. BURGESS for his 
steadfast leadership working in a bi-
partisan and bicameral manner to 
bring this important piece of legisla-
tion forward. 

This bill ensures that the Congres-
sional Budget Office, the official score-
keepers of Congress, is more accurately 
reflecting the long-term fiscal impact 
of policies; in this case, policies that 
have the potential to lower the cost of 
the ever-growing Federal spending on 
healthcare, a major part of our Na-
tion’s annual budget. 

It also has the added benefit of en-
couraging preventive healthcare poli-
cies that can lower the risk of illness 
and chronic disease among our fellow 
citizens, leading to a healthier Nation. 

As chairman of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, these are exactly 
the type of policies I want our com-
mittee to consider, which can truly 
upend the healthcare system as we 
know it. 

In short, this bill promotes both the 
fiscal health of the country and the 
physical health of its people. 

b 1645 

As the former Republican leader of 
the House Budget Committee, I have 
had the honor of fighting alongside Dr. 
BURGESS in the trenches of fiscal pol-
icy. Together, we have worked to en-
sure CBO is aiding, not preventing, in-
vestments in bold healthcare reform. 

This bill is a key victory in every ef-
fort. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. CARTER), a fellow member of the 
Energy and Commerce Committee. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in strong support of 
H.R. 766, the Dr. Michael C. Burgess 
Preventive Health Savings Act. 

This bipartisan legislation will re-
form the Congressional Budget Office’s 
scoring to better reflect the savings 
from preventive health initiatives by 
expanding the budgetary window that 
CBO evaluates. Currently, CBO scores a 
bill’s budget impacts over a 10-year 
window, often missing the long-term 

savings achieved through preventative 
care. 

As we all know, preventative 
healthcare lowers costs and ensures 
Americans can live healthier lives, 
while also saving money for patients 
and taxpayers. However, current re-
strictions prevent CBO from consid-
ering long-term savings generated by 
preventative healthcare when it evalu-
ates legislation. 

The Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preven-
tive Health Savings Act would allow 
CBO to expand its analysis beyond the 
existing 10-year budget window to two 
additional 10-year periods, which will 
enable Congress to better evaluate 
meaningful and impactful policies. 

As Dr. BURGESS often says, an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 
This bipartisan bill is commonsense 
legislation that would help bend the 
cost curve and provide better patient 
care. 

I thank Dr. BURGESS for working on 
this important issue, and I urge my 
colleagues to support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from the Council for Affordable 
Health Coverage supporting H.R. 766. 

COUNCIL FOR AFFORDABLE 
HEALTH COVERAGE, 

March 18, 2024. 
Hon. JODEY ARRINGTON, 
Chairman, Committee on the Budget, 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. BRENDAN BOYLE, 
Ranking Member, House Budget Committee, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN ARRINGTON AND RANKING 
MEMBER BOYLE: The Council for Affordable 
Health Coverage (CAHC) writes to express 
our support for H.R. 766, the Dr. Michael C. 
Burgess Preventive Health Savings Act be-
cause it will begin to change how Congress 
views preventing health illnesses before they 
become expensive chronic conditions. 

In any given year, the healthiest half of 
the population accounts for less than 3 per-
cent of health care spending. Most spending 
goes toward the treatment of chronic condi-
tions, such as heart failure or diabetes, 
which are long in duration and have no defi-
nite cure. Patients with two or more chronic 
diseases account for 84 percent of health 
spending. Left untreated, chronic conditions 
multiply. For example, diabetes carries high 
risks of heart disease and hypertension, 
which in turn carry high risks of heart at-
tacks and strokes. For this reason, self-ne-
glect is a major driver of medical spending. 
Many patients under care for chronic condi-
tions fail to take their medicines—a problem 
that could cost as much as $6 trillion over 
the next decade. Obesity, a precursor to dia-
betes, is among the most expensive cost driv-
ers. 

When Congress first enacted the Medicare 
Modernization Act, Medicare Part D, CBO 
gave Congress no savings that would accrue 
to the benefits of taking medicines that pre-
vent heart attacks, stroke, cancers, diabetes, 
obesity, and other chronic conditions. None. 
Faced with mountains of evidence, CBO re-
vised their methodology in 2012 to reflect the 
benefit of adherence to medications as a way 
to lower spending on medical services, giving 
partial savings to increased drug utilization. 
That change reflects common sense—people 
take medicines to stay healthy and treat dis-
ease. 

The way CBO scores legislation downplays 
the long term benefit of preventing illness in 
the first place. This constrains the ability of 

Congress to judge the merits of health legis-
lation by skewing costs in favor of benefits. 
A balanced approach is required to allow 
sound decisions. 

The Preventive Health Savings Act will 
permit leaders in Congress to request that 
CBO estimate the long-term health savings 
that are possible from preventive health ini-
tiatives. Without an independent and unbi-
ased understanding of how these benefit 
mandates impact premiums, we cannot un-
derstand how policy changes may impact 
taxpayer and individual costs. 

We applaud your leadership on this critical 
issue and encourage Congress to pass the leg-
islation quickly to bring more clarity to its 
deliberations. 

Sincerely, 
JOEL C. WHITE, 

President. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the reintroduction 
of H.R. 766, the Dr. Michael C. Burgess 
Preventive Health Savings Act, named 
in honor of my fellow Texan, friend, 
and champion for patients, Dr. Bur-
gess. 

This bipartisan, bicameral, lifesaving 
legislation would direct the CBO to 
more accurately reflect the long-term 
cost-saving potential of preventive 
healthcare initiatives. 

Congress should recognize the impact 
that preventive healthcare can have on 
an individual’s life, as well as the long- 
term cost-saving potential. 

Current restrictions prevent the CBO 
from fully examining the accurate eco-
nomic impacts of preventive measures 
when they evaluate health legislation, 
but H.R. 766 goes beyond the normal 10- 
year window to allow Congress to bet-
ter evaluate the potential for budg-
etary savings of preventive healthcare 
legislation and to ensure that it is done 
with the best interest of the American 
taxpayers in mind. 

If we are going to tackle the growing 
cost of medical care for individuals and 
find legislative solutions to mandatory 
healthcare parameters that account for 
at least one-third of the Federal budg-
et, then we must seek transparency 
first. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 766. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. YAKYM). 

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong support for 
the Dr. Michael C. Burgess Preventive 
Health Savings Act. 

This bipartisan bill is essential to 
helping us, as lawmakers, make the 
most informed decisions possible when 
it comes to preventive healthcare leg-
islation. 

So often, when the CBO scores pre-
ventive health measures, the 10-year 
scoring window greatly limits their 
ability to show the full impact of the 
legislation. This bill would allow such 
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measures to be scored over a 30-year 
timeframe, giving us a more accurate 
picture of the impact the policy would 
have. 

I am proud to be a cosponsor of this 
bill, which originated in the House 
Budget Committee. I look forward to 
voting in favor of this piece of legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from the Bipartisan Policy 
Center in support of H.R. 766. 

BIPARTISAN POLICY CENTER ACTION, 
Washington, DC, March 18, 2024. 

Hon. MICHAEL C. BURGESS, M.D., 
Washington, DC. 
Hon. DIANA DEGETTE, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CONGRESSMAN BURGESS AND CON-
GRESSWOMAN DEGETTE, BPC Action com-
mends you for your leadership in introducing 
and advancing H.R. 766, The Preventive 
Health Savings Act (PHSA). BPC Action sup-
ports this bipartisan effort to better account 
for the full impact of preventive health care 
in Congressional Budget Office (CBO) esti-
mates and encourages all members to sup-
port the bill on the House floor this week. 

The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) has 
long focused on the importance of preven-
tion. In 2014, BPC’s Prevention Task Force— 
advised by former Senate Majority Leader 
Bill Frist, Agriculture Secretary Dan Glick-
man, and former CBO director Alice Rivlin— 
recommended that the CBO use ‘‘present dis-
count accounting’’ to bring long-term sav-
ings from prevention ‘‘up’’ in time and to 
align better with CBO’s current 10-year scor-
ing window. This could have helped ensure 
that CBO accounts for benefits that might be 
seen 20–25 years out. While slightly distinct 
in method but similar on principle, the Pre-
ventive Health Savings Act would provide 
policymakers with information related to 
the benefits of disease prevention and health 
promotion beyond the 10-year scoring win-
dow to 20- and 30-years out. 

Further, in 2019, BPC Chief Medical Advi-
sor Dr. Anand Parekh in his book Prevention 
First (advised by former Senate Majority 
Leaders Bill Frist and Tom Daschle) rec-
ommended greater funding for prevention re-
search so that there are more published stud-
ies and a better evidence-base for CBO to de-
termine the cost-effectiveness of prevention 
interventions and more appropriately score 
future federal legislation related to preven-
tion. 

BPC Action applauds your commitment to 
this issue and urges Congress to pass the 
Preventive Health Savings Act. 

Sincerely, 
MICHELE STOCKWELL, 

President. 
Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, may I 

inquire as to how much time is remain-
ing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 61⁄2 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I have 
no further speakers, and I reserve the 
balance of my time to close. 

Ms. OMAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, preventive healthcare 
services can save lives and lower costs 

for families. It is time for Congress to 
evaluate and prioritize such innovative 
policies that have the potential to im-
prove our healthcare system. 

I appreciate the hard work of Rep-
resentative BURGESS and congratulate 
him on his retirement and Representa-
tive DEGETTE in championing this im-
portant effort 11 years in the making. I 
was proud to vote for this bill in com-
mittee, and I urge my colleagues to 
support it today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I express my sincere 
gratitude to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ARRINGTON), my friend and the 
chairman of the Budget Committee, for 
his leadership. Also, I extend my appre-
ciation to my fellow members of the 
Budget Committee for their unwaver-
ing support of this critical legislation. 

I thank my former and current staff: 
James Paluskiewicz, Alexa Roberts, 
and Jacquelyn Incerto. Additionally, I 
express my appreciation for the Budget 
Committee staff—namely, Gary An-
dres, Paige Decker, Braden Murphy, 
and Charles Chapman—for their work 
in advancing this incredibly important 
bill. 

I introduced the Preventive Health 
Savings Act back in 2012, driven by the 
belief that, too often, potentially 
transformative legislation is sidelined 
due to short-sighted budget con-
straints. We cannot afford to overlook 
the long-term benefits of preventive 
health measures for the well-being of 
our patients and the well-being of our 
Nation. 

Preventive healthcare is not just 
about addressing immediate health 
concerns. It is about laying a founda-
tion for a healthier future by 
proactively managing risks, reducing 
the incidence of chronic illnesses, and, 
ultimately, cutting down on healthcare 
costs. 

With over 70 percent of healthcare 
spending attributed to chronic dis-
eases, it is clear that investing in pre-
vention is not just prudent but essen-
tial. 

H.R. 766 is a crucial step forward. By 
establishing a mechanism for the Con-
gressional Budget Office to accurately 
assess the long-term cost-savings po-
tential of preventive health initiatives, 
this legislation enables us to make a 
more informed and forward-thinking 
policy decision. 

Once again, I am grateful to everyone 
who played a part in moving this bill. 
I express my gratitude to Congress-
woman DEGETTE for her invaluable 
partnership. I thank the gentlewoman 
from Minnesota (Ms. OMAR), for her 
kind words today. Donna Christian- 
Christensen, our former colleague from 
the Virgin Islands, also assisted in this 
effort. 

Words cannot express how grateful 
and honored I am. Let me just say, as 
a general rule, Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
think it is a good idea that things be 

named after people while they are still 
alive. However, in this case, I actually 
made an exception. I am happy that 
my name is attached to this critical 
piece of legislation. 

Let’s continue to work together to-
ward a future where preventive health 
is not just an afterthought but a cor-
nerstone of our national healthcare 
policy and our public strategy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. BUR-
GESS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 766, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FEDERAL OVERSIGHT OF CON-
STRUCTION USE AND SAFETY 
ACT 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 6260) to provide 
for certain reviews of the use and safe-
ty of Federal buildings, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6260 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal Over-
sight of Construction Use and Safety Act’’ or 
the ‘‘FOCUS Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ELIMINATING PROJECT ESCALATIONS. 

Section 3307(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘The Administrator shall notify, in writing, the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Environment and Public Works of 
the Senate of any increase of more than 5 per-
cent of an estimated maximum cost or of any in-
crease or decrease in the scope or size of a 
project of 5 or more percent. Such notification 
shall include an explanation regarding any 
such increase or decrease. The scope or size of a 
project shall not increase or decrease by more 
than 10 percent unless an amended prospectus is 
submitted and approved pursuant to this sec-
tion.’’ 
SEC. 3. PUBLIC SAFETY AT FEDERAL BUILDINGS. 

(a) DATA COLLECTION.—The Administrator of 
General Services shall collect data from tenant 
Federal agencies reports of any safety incidents 
as a result of criminal or other activity impact-
ing public safety in and around public build-
ings, as defined in section 3301 of title 40, United 
States Code. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
shall submit to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works of the Senate a report that— 

(1) contains the data collected under sub-
section (a); and 

(2) describes any actions taken or planned, if 
necessary, to improve building management and 
operations to address such incidents. 
SEC. 4. REDUCING WASTE IN NEW PROJECTS. 

Section 3307(b) of title 40, United States Code, 
is amended— 
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(1) in paragraph (7) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; 
(2) in paragraph (8) by striking the period at 

the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(9) information on any space occupied by the 

relevant agency in the geographical area of the 
proposed facility, including uses, utilization 
rates, any proposed consolidations, and, if not 
proposed to be consolidated, a justification for 
such determination; 

‘‘(10) a statement by the Administrator of 
whether the public building needs of the Gov-
ernment for the proposed space to be leased were 
formerly met by a federally owned building, in-
cluding any building identified for disposal or 
sale; and 

‘‘(11) details on actual utilization rates, in-
cluding number of personnel assigned to the fa-
cility, number of personnel expected to work in- 
person at the facility and whether all personnel 
identified reflect filled and authorized posi-
tions.’’. 
SEC. 5. REVIEW OF SPECIAL USE SPACE. 

(a) REVIEW.—The Comptroller General of the 
United States shall review the use of special use 
spaces in Federal buildings, including con-
ference centers, fitness centers, and similar 
spaces to determine levels of utilization, oppor-
tunities for sharing, collocating, and other effi-
ciencies. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Comptroller 
General shall submit to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works of the Senate a report 
containing the review under subsection (a). 
SEC. 6. INTERAGENCY SPACE COORDINATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 33 of title 40, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘§ 3319. Interagency space coordination 
‘‘Unless a Federal agency specifically restricts 

the sharing of the information described in this 
section for national security purposes, the Ad-
ministrator of General Services shall share with 
tenant Federal agencies pursuing new or re-
placement office space information on any other 
Federal agencies located in the same geo-
graphical area for purposes of determining op-
portunities for consolidations, collocations, or 
other space sharing to reduce the costs of space 
and maximize space utilization.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
chapter 33 of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘3319. Interagency space coordination.’’. 
SEC. 7. NOTIFICATION OF MILESTONES. 

Section 3307 of title 40, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) NOTIFICATION REQUIRED.—For each 
project approved under this section, the Admin-
istrator shall notify, in writing, the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works of the Senate of 
any project milestones that are accomplished, 
including— 

‘‘(1) the solicitation and award of design and 
construction services; 

‘‘(2) the completion of any actions required for 
such project pursuant to the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.); 

‘‘(3) any ceremonies for the beginning or com-
pletion of such project; 

‘‘(4) a naming ceremony for such project; and 
‘‘(5) the completion of such project.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on H.R. 6260, as amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, first, I thank the bill’s 
sponsor, the gentlewoman from Oregon 
(Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER), for her lead-
ership on H.R. 6260, the FOCUS Act. 

The gentlewoman is a remarkable 
Member of Congress. She is hard-
working, diligent, and smart as a whip. 
H.R. 6260 is just one of the many exam-
ples of her leadership that she has 
blessed the 118th with. 

Specifically, the FOCUS Act in-
creases transparency and oversight. It 
does that by implementing a number of 
measures that increase the information 
that the General Services Administra-
tion provides to Congress that is going 
to give us a better opportunity to 
strengthen oversight of Federal space 
and public building projects. 

More specifically, this bill would en-
sure Congress is notified if the costs for 
authorized GSA projects change by 
more than 5 percent. 

We have all seen, I suspect, outside of 
government how often cost overruns 
have been happening in the broader 
economy and what kind of costs and 
confusion they can impose. This bill 
would help us get better data on what 
is going on with government projects, 
and it would require GSA to include in 
its new project proposals more details 
on space utilization rates and ensures 
GSA’s tenant agencies have informa-
tion on other agencies nearby to sup-
port consolidation of space. 

I think this has taken on renewed 
importance as we have seen additional 
studies about the low occupancy rates 
that we continue to see within a num-
ber of GSA-managed buildings. 

This bill would also require GSA to 
collect data and report on criminal ac-
tivity that may be impacting public 
safety in and around public buildings. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6260, as amended. H.R. 6260, the Federal 
Oversight of Construction Use and 
Safety Act, introduced by Representa-
tive CHAVEZ-DEREMER, makes a good 
faith effort at reducing the costs of the 
General Service Administration’s cap-
ital projects. 

The bill requires GSA to notify the 
House Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure and the Senate 
Committee on the Environment and 

Public Works—GSA’s congressional au-
thorizers—when GSA construction or 
renovation project costs increase or de-
crease by 5 percent. It also requires 
GSA to submit an amended prospectus 
to congressional authorizers when 
project costs increase or decrease by 
more than 10 percent. 

The FOCUS Act requires GSA to col-
lect data from tenants about safety in-
cidents in and around public buildings 
and submit that data to congressional 
authorizers. 

It requires GSA to include utilization 
and occupancy data and prospectuses 
submitted to congressional author-
izers. Additionally, the bill requires 
GSA to share location information be-
tween Federal agencies in the same 
geographical area to facilitate opportu-
nities for space sharing and consolida-
tions. 

b 1700 

This bill also requires GSA to notify 
congressional authorizers when project 
milestones are accomplished, such as 
the solicitation and award of design 
services, the completion of any actions 
required under the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969, and when 
the project is completed. 

Finally, the bill requires the Govern-
ment Accountability Office to require 
the use of special spaces, such as fit-
ness centers and conference centers, in 
Federal buildings. 

With strong provisions like these, 
this bill will likely help reduce the 
costs of GSA capital projects. 

I support H.R. 6260, as amended, and 
I urge my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER). 

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of the 
FOCUS Act, a bill that makes much- 
needed reforms to the Federal Govern-
ment’s real estate practices. 

With our national debt at $34 trillion 
and rising, it is our duty as lawmakers 
to root out wasteful spending and re-
store fiscal responsibility. 

Recently, the Government Account-
ability Office reviewed 24 Federal agen-
cies to analyze office space usage. The 
study found that of the 24 offices re-
viewed, 17 of the agencies used just 25 
percent or less of the building’s capac-
ity. 

It is clear that office space utiliza-
tion has decreased dramatically in 
both the public and private sectors. 
Many companies have adjusted by 
downsizing or selling office space to 
save money. 

As a small business owner myself, 
consolidating office space to reduce 
costs would be a straightforward, sen-
sible decision to make. 

Unfortunately, we often see the bu-
reaucracy treat Americans’ tax dollars 
like monopoly money. We throw it 
around. The FOCUS Act would change 
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that and, by promoting consolidation, 
ensure taxpayer money isn’t being 
wasted on unused real estate. 

Transparency leads to account-
ability, and that is why this bill also 
requires Congress to be notified of sig-
nificant increases in rent payments. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this commonsense proposal to 
rein in unnecessary spending and im-
prove transparency in Federal real es-
tate practices. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 
6260, the Federal Oversight of Con-
struction Use and Safety Act, intro-
duced by my colleague, Representative 
CHAVEZ-DEREMER, makes a good faith 
effort at reducing the costs of GSA’s 
capital projects. 

I support this bill, and I encourage 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

So often our attention is pulled to 
the massive issues, the sexy fights that 
sometimes divide this Chamber. The 
bill before us, Mr. Speaker, of course, is 
not that. It is commonsense legisla-
tion. It is the kind of meat and pota-
toes, blocking and tackling legislation 
that so many Americans, I think, are 
hungry for. It is a data-driven proposal. 

We heard from Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER that 17 of 24 buildings in the 
study that she cited were dramatically 
underutilized. This is an opportunity 
for good managers within the GSA and 
good managers within Congress to use 
the data that her bill would provide to 
make better decisions. What a delight-
ful outcome that would be. 

As we have discussed, this bill would 
increase transparency, strengthen ac-
countability, assist the committee in 
its oversight of Federal space utiliza-
tion, and help us increase safety at our 
public buildings. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
bill, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6260, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

IMPACT OF CRIME ON PUBLIC 
BUILDING USAGE ACT OF 2023 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 6261) to direct 
the Comptroller General to conduct a 
review on the impact of crime on pub-
lic building usage, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6261 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Impact of 
Crime on Public Building Usage Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. REPORT ON IMPACT OF CRIME ON PUB-

LIC BUILDING USAGE. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a review 
and submit to Congress a report outlining— 

(1) the effects of increased crime rates and 
safety concerns, including use of fentanyl 
and other drugs and homelessness, in urban 
areas on building usage for in-person work at 
Federal buildings; 

(2) how usage of different commuting 
modes of transportation to Federal buildings 
are affected by increased crime rates; 

(3) the effects of low office utilization rates 
on safety around Federal buildings; 

(4) any agency exceptions given to the pol-
icy set forth in the memorandum of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget titled 
‘‘Measuring, Monitoring, and Improving Or-
ganizational Health and Organizational Per-
formance in the Context of Evolving Agency 
Work Environments’’ and issued on April 13, 
2023, due to unsafe commuting conditions; 
and 

(5) any costs associated with safety issues 
impacting Federal building. 
SEC. 3. REPORT ON COSTS OF CRIME AROUND 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the inspector general of 
the General Services Administration shall 
submit to Congress a report on the impacts 
on and costs associated with building oper-
ations related to crime and public safety in 
and around Federal buildings. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD on H.R. 6261. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Periodically, we get 1,000-page bills 
or 2,000-page bills or 4,000-page bills 
that we debate on this floor. It can be 
a little hard for the people in the gal-
lery and the people at home to make 
sense of what we are doing. This bill is 
not that. 

This excellent piece of legislation 
from Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER fits on a 
single piece of paper. She and I were 
talking about that, Mr. Speaker, before 
we began debate on this bill, about how 
much good wisdom is packed into a sin-
gle page. We will probably talk about 
the merits of this legislation for longer 
than it would take us to read the en-
tirety of the bill, but it is just that 
good. 

The Impact of Crime on Public Build-
ing Usage Act of 2023, which is this 
piece of paper, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6261, 
directs the Government Accountability 
Office, or the GAO, to examine how 
crime in and around public buildings 
affects building usage, how it affects 
how workers might commute to the of-
fice, and how it might impose any addi-
tional costs to maintain those public 
buildings. 

In 2020, Mr. Speaker, we saw crime 
rates spike across the country. In 
many of the downtown areas in many 
of our States, areas that used to be 
bustling with workers became near 
ghost towns that changed the crime 
profile in many of those areas, to be 
sure. 

We are in a little bit different era 
today, and now we have differing, con-
flicting data community by commu-
nity. In some, crime rates are con-
tinuing to go up. In some, they are 
going down. In some, the data might 
differ between property crimes and vio-
lent crimes. 

One thing we do know, Mr. Speaker, 
is that, of course, the crime that exists 
can continue to have an impact—a per-
haps profound impact—on how we use 
our Federal buildings. 

I will just give you one example, Mr. 
Speaker, from perhaps 6 months ago. In 
August 2023, employees who worked in 
a Federal building in San Francisco 
were told not to come to work because 
of safety concerns. These weren’t safe-
ty concerns related to an earthquake 
or to a blizzard, an occurrence that we 
might experience at Federal buildings 
in South Dakota but not in San Fran-
cisco. No, those weren’t the safety con-
cerns. They weren’t weather related. 
They were crime related. 

It seems like, as good managers, we 
would want to better understand that 
issue and what we can do to have it be 
less common in the future. 

It is particularly true as we work to 
bring employees back to the office. We 
know there is study after study that 
shows that people working in close 
physical proximity can share real bene-
fits. Remote work has benefits, too, 
but as we talk to employees about 
coming back to the office in those 
times and in those places where it 
makes sense, it is incumbent upon us 
to make sure that their public safety is 
well cared for—not just when they are 
in the building, but when they are on 
their way to or from work as well. 

I thank the bill’s sponsor, the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER). She has exhibited real lead-
ership on this legislation. She has 
shown real advocacy to make sure that 
Federal employees are able to return 
safely to Federal office buildings and 
that, while they are there, they are ef-
fective and efficient. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
legislation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-

MITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND AC-
COUNTABILITY, 

Washington, DC, March 4, 2024. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation and 

Infrastructure, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRAVES: Thank you for 
consulting with the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. The Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability agrees to be dis-
charged from further consideration of H.R. 
6261, the Impact of Crime on Public Building 
Usage Act of 2023, so that it may proceed ex-
peditiously to the House Floor. 

I agree that by foregoing consideration of 
H.R. 6261 at this time, the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability does not waive 
any jurisdiction over the subject matter con-
tained in this or similar legislation. The 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
should be appropriately consulted and in-
volved on this or similar legislation as it 
moves forward. I support your effort to rep-
resent the House Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability on the conference com-
mittee if a conference on the bill becomes 
necessary. 

As discussed, I appreciate your inclusion of 
a copy of our exchange of letters on this bill 
in the bill report filed by the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure and in the 
Congressional Record during House floor 
consideration thereof. I appreciate your co-
operation regarding this bill and look for-
ward to future opportunities to work to-
gether on matters of shared jurisdiction. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES COMER, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 4, 2024. 
Hon. JAMES COMER, 
Chairman, Committee on Oversight and Ac-

countability, Washington, DC. 
DEAR CHAIRMAN COMER: I write to you con-

cerning H.R. 6261, the Impact of Crime on Pub-
lic Building Usage Act of 2023. The bill was re-
ferred primarily to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, with additional 
referrals to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability and the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

I ask that you allow the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability to be dis-
charged from further consideration of the 
bill so that it may be scheduled by the Ma-
jority Leader. This discharge in no way af-
fects your jurisdiction over the subject mat-
ter of the bill, and it will not serve as prece-
dent for futural referrals. In addition, should 
a conference on the bill be necessary, I would 
support your request to have the Committee 
on Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability represented on the conference com-
mittee. Finally, I would be pleased to in-
clude this letter and any response in the 
Congressional Record during floor consider-
ation, to memorialize our understanding. 

Thank you for your consideration of my 
request. 

Sincerely, 
SAM GRAVES, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 

Washington, DC, March 4, 2024. 
Hon. SAM GRAVES, 
Chairman, Committee on Transportation & In-

frastructure, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN GRAVES: I write regarding 
H.R. 6261, the Impact of Crime on Public 

Building Usage Act of 2023. Provisions of this 
bill fall within the Judiciary Committee’s 
Rule X jurisdiction, and I appreciate that 
you consulted with us on those provisions. 
The Judiciary Committee agrees that it 
shall be discharged from further consider-
ation of the bill so that it may proceed expe-
ditiously to the House floor. 

The Committee takes this action with the 
understanding that forgoing further consid-
eration of this measure does not in any way 
alter the Committee’s jurisdiction or waive 
any future jurisdictional claim over these 
provisions or their subject matter. We also 
reserve the right to seek appointment of an 
appropriate number of conferees in the event 
of a conference with the Senate involving 
this measure or similar legislation. 

I ask that you please include this letter in 
your committee’s report to accompany this 
legislation or insert this letter in the Con-
gressional Record during consideration of 
H.R. 6261 on the House floor. I appreciate the 
cooperative manner in which our commit-
tees have worked on this matter, and I look 
forward to working collaboratively in the fu-
ture on matters of shared jurisdiction. 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
JIM JORDAN, 

Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, March 4, 2024. 
Hon. JIM JORDAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN JORDAN: Thank you for 
your letter regarding H.R. 6261, the Impact of 
Crime on Public Building Usage Act of 2023. 
I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively to ensure that H.R. 6261 is consid-
ered expeditiously before the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

In response to your letter, I recognize that 
this bill contains provisions that fall within 
the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. I also acknowledge that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary’s decision to forgo 
consideration would not prejudice your Com-
mittee regarding the appointment of con-
ferees, to any future jurisdictional claim 
over the subject matter contained in the bill, 
or to similar legislation falling under you 
Committee’s Rule X jurisdiction. In addi-
tion, should a conference on this bill become 
necessary, I would support your request to 
have members of the Committee on the Judi-
ciary represented on the conference com-
mittee. 

I will ensure that our exchange of letters is 
included our Committee report to accom-
pany this legislation and in the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of H.R. 
6261 on the House floor. Thank you again, I 
appreciate your cooperation regarding this 
legislation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you as this measure moves 
through the legislative process. 

Sincerely, 
SAM GRAVES, 

Chairman. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6261. This bill introduced by my col-
league, Representative CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER, directs the Government Ac-
countability Office to study and report 
to Congress on the effects that crime 
and safety concerns have on in-person 
work in Federal buildings. 

Federal buildings must be safe and 
secure places for Federal employees, 
contractors, and the American public. 

Evaluating the safety in and around 
Federal buildings is a good idea. I rec-
ommend that the GAO gather and in-
clude in the report data from the Fed-
eral Protective Service, the agency re-
sponsible for protecting Federal build-
ings and assessing the security of Fed-
eral buildings, as well as the employees 
who populate them. 

I also recommend that GAO include 
the Office of the Inspector General of 
the Department of Homeland Security 
in the development of the report. DHS’ 
OIG has access to historical data and 
current trends which may assist in the 
evaluation of the impacts noted in the 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion, and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Oregon (Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER). 

Mrs. CHAVEZ-DeREMER. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of H.R. 6261, 
which would commission a Federal 
study on public safety issues in and 
around public office buildings. 

In Oregon and in communities across 
the country, rampant fentanyl use and 
homelessness understandably cause 
workers to worry about their safety, 
and some just might choose to stay 
home as a result. 

Public buildings are running parallel 
to private buildings. Let me quote from 
an article in Willamette Week from 
August 16, 2023—I know my colleague 
recognized San Francisco—titled: 

Empty and Unwanted, the Iconic Buildings 
of Portland’s Skyline Are in Trouble. The 
question—and it is a contentious one—is 
whether Portland is worse than any place 
else because of blight. Plywood that went up 
during the protests is still there. Homeless 
camps that took root during the pandemic 
are only now being removed. On some down-
town blocks, you will see someone smoking 
fentanyl while drinking a Frappuccino. 

That has the same effect on our Fed-
eral buildings. Additionally, the GAO 
would be required to examine any costs 
that are associated with safety issues 
at these buildings. 

To make more informed spending de-
cisions on Federal real estate moving 
forward, Congress needs to understand 
how factors like crime contribute to 
building costs and employee decisions. 

H.R. 6261 will shine a light on public 
safety concerns and help Congress iden-
tify improvements that can be made to 
protect Federal workers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, Fed-
eral buildings must be safe and secure 
places for Federal employees, contrac-
tors, and the American public. 

I believe evaluating the safety in and 
around Federal buildings is a good 
idea, which is why I support this bill 
and encourage my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time for closing. 

As we encourage Federal employees 
to return to an in-person working pos-
ture, at those times when it is appro-
priate, it is crucial that we ensure that 
they are coming back to a safe work 
environment. 

I urge support of H.R. 6261 so we can 
ultimately address the unsafe working 
conditions deterring employees from 
returning to work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6261. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

OCEAN SHIPPING REFORM 
IMPLEMENTATION ACT OF 2023 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 1836) to amend 
title 46, United States Code, to make 
technical corrections with respect to 
ocean shipping authorities, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1836 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ocean Shipping 
Reform Implementation Act of 2023’’. 

TITLE I—FEDERAL MARITIME 
COMMISSION 

SEC. 101. PURPOSES. 
Section 40101 of title 46, United States Code, is 

amended— 
(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘with’’ and 

all that follows through ‘‘regulatory costs’’; 
(2) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘in the ocean 

commerce of the United States’’ and inserting 
‘‘for the common carriage of goods by water in 
the foreign commerce of the United States’’; 

(3) in paragraph (3) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 
end; 

(4) in paragraph (4)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘promote’’ and inserting ‘‘sup-

port’’; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘, and’’ and all that follows 

through the period and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(5) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) promote reciprocal trade in the common 

carriage of goods by water in the foreign com-
merce of the United States.’’. 
SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 40102(9) of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), respectively and by 
moving the margins of clauses (i) and (ii), as re-
designated, accordingly; 

(2) by striking ‘‘means an ocean common car-
rier’’ and inserting the following: ‘‘means— 

‘‘(A) an ocean common carrier’’; 
(3) in subparagraph (A)(ii), as so redesig-

nated, by striking the period and inserting ‘‘; 
or’’; and 

(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) such a carrier that is owned or con-

trolled by, a subsidiary of, or otherwise related 
legally or financially (other than a minority re-
lationship or investment) to a corporation based 
in a country— 

‘‘(i) identified as a nonmarket economy coun-
try (as defined in section 771(18) of the Tariff 
Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1677(18))) as of the date of 
enactment of this paragraph; 

‘‘(ii) identified by the United States Trade 
Representative in the most recent report re-
quired by section 182 of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 
U.S.C. 2242) as a priority foreign country under 
subsection (a)(2) of that section; or 

‘‘(iii) subject to monitoring by the United 
States Trade Representative under section 306 of 
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2416).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
46106(b)(7) of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended by striking ‘‘ocean common carriers, 
particularly such carriers that are controlled 
carriers’’ and all that follows through the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘controlled car-
riers;’’. 
SEC. 103. COMPLAINTS AGAINST SHIPPING EX-

CHANGES. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 40504(c) of title 46, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(1) in the subsection heading by striking ‘‘EX-

EMPTION’’ and inserting ‘‘EXEMPTION AND IN-
VESTIGATION’’; 

(2) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting ‘‘; and’’; 

(3) by striking ‘‘may exempt’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘may— 

‘‘(1) exempt’’; and 
(4) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) investigate complaints submitted under 

section 40505.’’. 
(b) COMPLAINTS AGAINST SHIPPING EX-

CHANGES.—Chapter 405 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘§ 40505. Complaints against shipping ex-
changes 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A person may submit to 

the Federal Maritime Commission, and the Com-
mission shall accept, information concerning al-
leged incidents of market manipulation or other 
anticompetitive practices by shipping exchanges 
registered under section 40504. 

‘‘(b) INVESTIGATION.—Upon receipt of a sub-
mission of information under subsection (a), the 
Commission shall promptly investigate the accu-
racy of such information. 

‘‘(c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Commission 
shall submit to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate the results of 
any investigation in which the Commission 
finds incidents of market manipulation or anti-
competitive practices by shipping exchanges reg-
istered under section 40504.’’. 

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
chapter 405 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘40505. Complaints against shipping ex-
changes.’’. 

SEC. 104. REPEAL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 40706 of title 46, 

United States Code, is repealed. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 

chapter 407 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended by striking the item relating to section 
40706. 
SEC. 105. DATA COLLECTION. 

Section 41110 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Federal Maritime Com-
mission’’ and inserting ‘‘(a) QUARTERLY RE-
PORT.—The Federal Maritime Commission’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) LIMITATION ON DUPLICATION.—Unless the 

data described in paragraphs (1) and (2) is not 

available in a timely manner or in a form that 
allows the Commission to meet the requirements 
of subsection (a), data required to be reported 
under subsection (a) may not duplicate informa-
tion— 

‘‘(1) submitted to the Corps of Engineers pur-
suant to section 11 of the Act entitled ‘An Act 
authorizing the construction, repair, and preser-
vation of certain public works on rivers and 
harbors, and for other purposes’, approved Sep-
tember 22, 1922 (33 U.S.C. 555), by an ocean com-
mon carrier acting as a vessel operator; 

‘‘(2) submitted pursuant to section 481 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1481) to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection by merchandise im-
porters; or 

‘‘(3) submitted to the Department of Commerce 
pursuant to section 301 of title 13.’’. 
SEC. 106. NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

(a) NATIONAL SHIPPER ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—Section 42502 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘Committee.’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Committee (in this section re-
ferred to as the ‘Shipper Committee’).’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b); 
(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-

section (b); and 
(4) in subsection (b), as so redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘Committee’’ each place it appears and 
inserting ‘‘Shipper Committee’’. 

(b) NATIONAL PORT ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 
Chapter 425 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating section 42503 as section 
42506; and 

(2) by inserting after section 42502 the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘§ 42503. National Port Advisory Committee 

‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 
National Port Advisory Committee (in this sec-
tion referred to as the ‘Port Committee’). 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Port Committee shall 

consist of 13 members appointed by the Commis-
sion in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Port 
Committee shall have particular expertise, 
knowledge, and experience in matters relating to 
the function of the Port Committee. 

‘‘(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Port 
Committee shall be appointed as follows: 

‘‘(A) 5 members shall represent marine ter-
minal operators, as defined in section 40102. 

‘‘(B) 5 members shall represent port authori-
ties. 

‘‘(C) 3 members shall represent longshore and 
maritime labor. 
‘‘§ 42504. National Ocean Carrier Advisory 

Committee 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a 

National Ocean Carrier Advisory Committee (in 
this section referred to as the Carrier Com-
mittee’). 

‘‘(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Carrier Committee 

shall consist of 9 members appointed by the 
Commission in accordance with this section. 

‘‘(2) EXPERTISE.—Each member of the Carrier 
Committee shall have particular expertise, 
knowledge, and experience in matters relating to 
the function of the Committee. 

‘‘(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Car-
rier Committee shall represent ocean carriers 
serving such seaports and terminals, of which at 
least three shall be ocean transportation inter-
mediaries (as such term is defined in section 
40102)’’. 
‘‘§ 42505. Function 

‘‘The covered Committees shall advise the 
Federal Maritime Commission on policies relat-
ing to the competitiveness, reliability, and effi-
ciency of the international ocean freight deliv-
ery system.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) DEFINITIONS.—Section 42501 of title 46, 

United States Code, is amended by striking 
paragraph (2) and inserting the following: 
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‘‘(2) COVERED COMMITTEE.—The term ‘covered 

Committee’ means— 
‘‘(A) the National Shipper Advisory Committee 

established under section 42502; 
‘‘(B) the National Seaport Advisory Committee 

established under section 42503; and 
‘‘(C) the National Ocean Carrier Advisory 

Committee established under section 52504.’’. 
(2) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 42506 of title 46, 

United States Code, as redesignated by sub-
section (b)(1), is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘The Committee’’ each place it 
appears except in subsection (k) and inserting 
‘‘Each covered Committee’’; 

(B) in subsection (a) by striking ‘‘the Com-
mittee’’ and inserting ‘‘each such Committee’’; 

(C) in subsections (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), and (j) 
by striking ‘‘the Committee’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘a covered Committee’’; 

(D) in subsection (h)— 
(i) in paragraph (1)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘Chair of the Committee’’ and 

inserting ‘‘Chair of each covered Committee’’; 
and 

(II) by striking ‘‘function of the Committee’’ 
and inserting ‘‘function of the applicable Com-
mittee’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘the Com-
mittee’’ and inserting ‘‘each covered Com-
mittee’’; 

(E) in subsection (i)— 
(i) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘the Com-

mittee if the function of the Committee’’ and in-
serting ‘‘any relevant covered Committee if the 
function of such Committee’’; 

(ii) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘the Com-
mittee’’ and inserting ‘‘each such Committee’’; 

(iii) in paragraph (3)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘from the Committee’’ and in-

serting ‘‘from a covered Committee’’; and 
(II) in subparagraph (B) by striking ‘‘to the 

Committee’’ and inserting ‘‘to the submitting 
Committee’’; and 

(iv) in paragraph (4) by striking ‘‘from the 
Committee’’ and inserting ‘‘from a covered Com-
mittee’’; and 

(F) in subsection (k) by striking ‘‘The Com-
mittee’’ and inserting ‘‘Covered Committees’’. 
SEC. 107. ANNUAL REPORT AND PUBLIC DISCLO-

SURES. 
(a) REPORT ON FOREIGN LAWS AND PRAC-

TICES.—Section 46106(b) of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end; and 
(B) by striking ‘‘under this part’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘under chapter 403’’; 
(2) in paragraph (7)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘anticompetitive, nonrecip-

rocal trade, or’’ before ‘‘otherwise concerning 
practices’’; 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or marine terminal opera-
tors’’ after ‘‘controlled carriers’’; and 

(C) by striking the period at the end and in-
serting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) an analysis of any trade imbalance re-

sulting from the business practices of ocean 
common carriers, including an analysis of the 
data collected under section 41110; and 

‘‘(9) the aggregated findings and results of the 
Vessel-Operating Common Carrier Audit Pro-
gram established by the Commission on July 18, 
2021, pursuant to the Commission rule inter-
preting section 41102(c).’’. 

(b) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE.—Section 46106(d)(2) 
of title 46, United States Code, is amended by in-
serting ‘‘or marine terminal operator’’ after 
‘‘common carrier’’. 
SEC. 108. CONTAINERIZED FREIGHT INDEXES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Federal 
Maritime Commission shall promulgate an ad-
vance notice of proposed rulemaking on price 
indexes for containerized ocean freight for ship-
pers (as such term is defined in section 40102 of 
title 46, United States Code) in the United States 

published by a shipping exchange registered 
under section 40504 of title 46, United States 
Code. 

(b) FINAL RULE.— Not later than 3 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Commis-
sion shall publish a final rule with respect to 
the advance notice of proposed rulemaking 
under subsection (a). 

TITLE II—OTHER AGENCIES 
SEC. 201. DATA STANDARD FOR MARITIME 

FREIGHT LOGISTICS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the Fed-
eral Maritime Commission shall promulgate an 
advance notice of proposed rulemaking on a 
data standard for maritime freight logistics and 
ocean transportation in the foreign commerce of 
the United States. 

(b) CONSULTATION.—During the public com-
ment period for the rulemaking under subsection 
(a), the Commission shall consult with— 

(1) the National Shippers Advisory Board es-
tablished under section 42502 of title 46, United 
States Code; and 

(2) the Secretaries of Transportation, Com-
merce, and Agriculture. 

(c) CONTENTS.—The rulemaking under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(1) develop a data standard for the voluntary 
sharing of appropriate supply chain data with— 

(A) a common lexicon of standard terms and 
methods of measurements; 

(B) a method to exchange data in real time 
amongst relevant stakeholders; 

(C) appropriate data protections to ensure 
confidentiality of proprietary business informa-
tion; and 

(D) appropriate cybersecurity measures to pro-
tect data from unauthorized use; 

(2) incorporate data from stakeholders to fa-
cilitate— 

(A) the arrival, unloading, loading, and de-
parture of vessels; 

(B) cargo availability and pick up reservation; 
(C) chassis availability; and 
(D) other data elements the Commission con-

sider prudent; and 
(3) consider relevant data standards used or 

under development within the private sector and 
whether to adopt or otherwise incorporate such 
standards into the rule finalized under this sub-
section, with priority given to standards that— 

(A) are developed in open, transparent, impar-
tial, balanced, consensus-based processes; 

(B) are performance-based, technology neu-
tral, and vendor neutral; 

(C) are interoperable, allowing for the ex-
change and use of data between devices and 
systems; 

(D) are market relevant and globally applica-
ble; 

(E) are nonduplicative of, and coherent with, 
other relevant standards, guides, best practices, 
and frameworks; and 

(F) allow information owners to control what 
information is shared, when information is 
shared, with whom, and for what purpose; and 

(4) be consistent with section 12(d) of the Na-
tional Technology Transfer and Advancement 
Act of 1995 (Public Law 104–113; 15 U.S.C. 272 
note) including any standard for the voluntary 
sharing of appropriate supply chain data devel-
oped thereunder. 

(d) THIRD-PARTY AGREEMENT.—The Commis-
sion may enter into an agreement with 1 or more 
appropriate independent entities based in the 
United States that operate as voluntary con-
sensus standards setting organizations as de-
fined for purposes of section 12(d) of the Na-
tional Technology Transfer and Advancement 
Act of 1995 (Public Law 104–113) and Office of 
Management and Budget Revised Circular A– 
119, published in the Federal Register on Janu-
ary 27, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 4673), to develop the 
data standard for maritime freight logistics and 
ocean transportation in the foreign commerce of 
the United States for the rulemaking under sub-

section (a) and for procurement or other rel-
evant programmatic activities, consistent with 
the requirements of this section. 

(e) GRANT CRITERION.—If the rulemaking 
under subsection (a) is finalized, the Secretary 
of Transportation may require a covered port 
authority to adopt any data standard issued 
pursuant to this section for relevant operational 
use cases, as determined by the Secretary. 

(f) DEFINITION OF COVERED PORT AUTHOR-
ITY.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered port au-
thority’’ means a port authority that receives 
funding after the date on which a rule is final-
ized under this section under— 

(1) the port infrastructure development pro-
gram under section 54301(a) of title 46, United 
States Code; or 

(2) the maritime transportation system emer-
gency relief program under section 50308 of title 
46, United States Code. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall be construed to require the Com-
mission to develop a data standard that violates 
the confidentiality and disclosure policies estab-
lished under subchapter III of chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code. 
SEC. 202. INDEPENDENT STUDY AND REPORT ON 

SHANGHAI SHIPPING EXCHANGE. 
(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the 

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Transportation shall enter into an agreement 
with an appropriate independent entity de-
scribed in subsection (d) to conduct a study and 
assessment of the business practices of the 
Shanghai Shipping Exchange, including— 

(1) any anticompetitive advantages benefitting 
the Shanghai Shipping Exchange; and 

(2) the ability of the Ministry of Transport of 
the People’s Republic of China and the Shang-
hai Shipping Exchange to manipulate container 
freight markets. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study and assessment re-
quired under subsection (a) shall address the 
following: 

(1) The influence of the government of the 
People’s Republic of China on the Shanghai 
Shipping Exchange. 

(2) The impact of such business practices or 
influence on American consumers and busi-
nesses. 

(3) The ability of a shipping exchange reg-
istered under section 40504 of title 46, United 
States Code, and based in the United States to 
identify market manipulation as described in 
subsection (a)(2) or any otherwise concerning 
practices by the Shanghai Shipping Exchange 
and report such incidents to the Federal Mari-
time Commission and other Federal regulators. 

(4) Any other matters the Secretary or the ap-
propriate independent entity that enters into an 
agreement under this section determines to be 
appropriate for the purposes of the study. 

(c) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date on which the Secretary of Transpor-
tation enters into an agreement under this sec-
tion, the appropriate independent entity shall 
submit to the Secretary, the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Sen-
ate, and the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives a 
report setting forth the results of the study con-
ducted under subsection (a). 

(2) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall 
publish the report required under paragraph (1) 
on a publicly accessible website of the Depart-
ment of Transportation. 

(d) APPROPRIATE INDEPENDENT ENTITY DE-
SCRIBED.—An appropriate independent entity 
described in this subsection is— 

(1) a federally funded research and develop-
ment center sponsored by a Federal agency; 

(2) the Transportation Research Board of the 
National Academies; 

(3) the Government Accountability Office; or 
(4) an organization described in section 501(c) 

of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from taxation under section 501(a) of such 
Code. 
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(e) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The appro-

priate independent entity that enters into an 
agreement under this section may secure directly 
from any department or agency of the Federal 
Government information necessary to enable 
such entity to carry out this section. Upon re-
quest of such entity, the head of such depart-
ment or agency shall furnish such information 
to the appropriate independent entity, unless 
doing so would not be in the public interest. 
SEC. 203. POLICY WITH RESPECT TO LOGINK. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 503 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 
‘‘§ 50309. Prohibited use 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A covered entity shall not 
utilize covered logistics software. 

‘‘(b) GUIDANCE.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall publish on the website of the De-
partment of Transportation, and update regu-
larly, a list of prohibited logistics information 
technologies provided by the People’s Republic 
of China or Chinese state-affiliated entities. 

‘‘(c) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall con-
sult with the United States-China Economic and 
Security Review Commission established under 
section 1238 of the Floyd D. Spence National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 
(Public Law 106–398) in carrying out this sec-
tion. 

‘‘(d) REVIEW.—In preparing the guidance 
under subsection (b), the Secretary shall review 
the list of Chinese state-affiliated entities in-
cluded in— 

‘‘(1) the list of Communist Chinese military 
companies released by the Department of De-
fense in accordance with section 1260H of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 113 note); and 

‘‘(2) the most recent ‘Non-SDN Chinese Mili-
tary-Industrial Complex Companies List’ pub-
lished by the Secretary of the Treasury pursu-
ant to Executive Order 14032 of June 3, 2021 (86 
Fed. Reg. 30145; relating to Addressing the 
Threat From Securities Investments That Fi-
nance Certain Companies of the People’s Repub-
lic of China). 

‘‘(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED LOGISTICS SOFTWARE.—The term 

‘covered logistics software’ means— 
‘‘(A) the public, open, shared logistics infor-

mation network known as the ‘National Public 
Information Platform for Transportation & Lo-
gistics’ by the Ministry of Transport of China or 
any affiliate or successor entity; 

‘‘(B) any other transportation logistics soft-
ware designed to be used by covered entities 
subject to the jurisdiction, ownership, direction, 
or control of a foreign adversary; or 

‘‘(C) any other logistics platform or software 
that shares data with a system described in 
paragraphs (a) or (b). 

‘‘(2) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘covered en-
tity’ means an entity that receives funding after 
the date of enactment of this section under— 

‘‘(A) the port infrastructure development pro-
gram under subsections (a) and (b) of section 
54301; or 

‘‘(B) the maritime transportation system emer-
gency relief program under section 50308.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
chapter 503 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘50309. Prohibited use.’’. 

TITLE III—TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS 
SEC. 301. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

(a) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 15109 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2) by striking ‘‘15102,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘15102’’; and 

(2) in subsection (k)(1) by inserting ‘‘or to 
which this chapter applies’’ after ‘‘under this 
chapter’’. 

(b) INVESTIGATIONS.—Section 41302(a) of title 
46, United States Code, is amended by striking 
‘‘conduct agreement’’ and inserting ‘‘conduct, 
agreement’’. 

(c) AWARD OF REPARATIONS.—Section 41305(c) 
is amended by striking ‘‘section subsection’’ and 
inserting ‘‘subsection’’. 

(d) NATIONAL SHIPPER ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE.—Section 42502(b)(3) of title 46, United 
States Code, as redesignated by the preceding 
provisions of this Act, is amended by striking 
‘‘(3) REPRESENTATION’’ and all that follows 
through ‘‘Twelve members’’ and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(3) REPRESENTATION.—Members of the Com-
mittee shall be appointed as follows: 

‘‘(A) Twelve members’’. 
(e) MONETARY PENALTIES OR REFUNDS.—The 

analysis for chapter 411 of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended by striking the item relating to 
section 41107 and inserting the following: 
‘‘41107. Monetary penalties or refunds.’’. 

(f) NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—The 
analysis for subtitle IV of title 46, United States 
Code, is amended by striking the item relating to 
chapter 425 and inserting the following: 
‘‘425. National Advisory Committees ..... 42501’’. 

(g) ANALYSIS.—The heading and analysis for 
chapter 425 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘CHAPTER 425—NATIONAL PORT 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

‘‘Sec. 
‘‘42501. Definitions. 
‘‘42502. National Shipper Advisory Committee. 
‘‘42503. National Seaport Advisory Committee. 
‘‘42504. National Ocean Carrier Advisory Com-

mittee. 
‘‘42505. Function. 
‘‘42506. Administration.’’. 

(h) ANNUAL REPORT AND PUBLIC DISCLO-
SURE.— 

(1) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—The heading 
for section 46106 of title 46, United States Code, 
is amended by inserting ‘‘and public disclo-
sure’’ after ‘‘report’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis for 
chapter 461 of title 46, United States Code, is 
amended by striking the item relating to section 
46106 and inserting the following: 
‘‘46106. Annual report and public disclosure.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
South Dakota (Mr. JOHNSON) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MENENDEZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material in the RECORD on 
H.R. 1836. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CHAVEZ-DEREMER). Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
South Dakota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I am pleased to rise in support of my 
bill, H.R. 1836, my bill with Mr. 
GARAMENDI, who has been a partner in 
this work for years. This bill builds 
upon our work from last Congress to 
improve our maritime supply chain. 

There are three main goals of this 
bill that I would like to highlight. 
First, our bill seeks to get tough on 
China. It protects U.S. ports and ship-
pers from the influence of the Chinese 

Communist Party, or CCP, by first 
banning LOGINK and other state-spon-
sored logistics software. Second, it es-
tablishes a formal process to report 
complaints against shipping exchanges 
like the Shanghai Shipping Exchange. 
They will be able to make those re-
ports to the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion for investigation. Third, the bill 
directs the U.S. DOT to contract an 
independent auditor to examine the in-
fluence of the People’s Republic of 
China on the business practices of the 
Shanghai Shipping Exchange and re-
port to Congress. 

The second major thrust of this bill 
is that it will help streamline data 
sharing throughout the supply chain. It 
requires the FMC to work with indus-
try experts to set a new data standard 
for maritime freight logistics including 
their ability to contract with an expert 
third party to develop a new standard, 
if needed. 

Finally, our bill enacts general good 
government policies. It prohibits the 
FMC from requiring ocean carriers to 
report duplicative information that is 
already reported to other Federal agen-
cies. 

As I noted at the top of my com-
ments, I do thank my partner, Mr. 
GARAMENDI. He and I serve on the 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee and have really had a pas-
sion for the ocean supply chain. 

A lot of people wonder why somebody 
in a landlocked State like South Da-
kota would care so much about mari-
time law. The reality is that 60 percent 
of South Dakota soybeans are exported 
overseas. South Dakota exports $7 bil-
lion a year of manufactured and agri-
cultural goods. Madam Speaker, that is 
$7,700 a year for every single South Da-
kotan. Clearly, maritime law matters. 
Clearly, supply chains matter, and 
clearly, the Ocean Shipping Reform 
Implementation Act matters. 

Madam Speaker, I urge support of 
the legislation, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

I rise in support of H.R. 1836, as 
amended. 

The Ocean Shipping Reform Imple-
mentation Act is bipartisan legislation 
championed by my colleagues, Rep-
resentative DUSTY JOHNSON and Rep-
resentative GARAMENDI. This bill im-
proves upon the Ocean Shipping Re-
form Act of 2022, which passed into law 
last Congress. 

Throughout the pandemic, Members 
of Congress from across the country 
were hearing from shippers in their dis-
tricts about problems importing and 
exporting cargo. This bill protects 
American importers and exporters, 
standardizes data, establishes the Na-
tional Port and National Ocean Carrier 
Advisory Committees, and builds upon 
efforts to improve the resiliency of the 
U.S. supply chain. 

I thank Representative DUSTY JOHN-
SON and Representative GARAMENDI for 
their work on this legislation, and I 
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thank Chairman GRAVES and Ranking 
Member LARSEN for their continued 
support. 

Madam Speaker, the Ocean Shipping 
Reform Implementation Act is bipar-
tisan legislation that will protect 
American importers and exporters and 
build upon past efforts to improve the 
resiliency of the U.S. supply chain. 

Madam Speaker, I support this bill. I 
encourage my colleagues to do the 
same, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time to close. 

Madam Speaker, I serve on the Select 
Committee on the Chinese Communist 
Party, and we have heard expert after 
expert talk to us about the Chinese 
Government working to get coercive 
economic power over our country and, 
frankly, every other country in the 
world, and one of the primary tools of 
that push for coercive economic power 
is data. 

One real focus of this bill before us is 
that it makes it harder for the Chinese 
Communist Party to be able to use the 
Shanghai Shipping Exchange or the 
LOGINK platform to be able to gather 
up all of this exquisite data about the 
world’s supply chains and shipping in-
formation and have it be used against 
our country and others. 

This also builds upon the strong bi-
partisan track record that Mr. MENEN-
DEZ spoke of, and it will make for a 
fuller and fairer supply chain and 
ocean shipping environment. 

Madam Speaker, I would urge sup-
port of this legislation, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from South Dakota (Mr. 
JOHNSON) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1836, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
Madam Speaker, on that I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

PROTECTING AMERICANS’ DATA 
FROM FOREIGN ADVERSARIES 
ACT OF 2024 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I move to suspend the 
rules and pass the bill (H.R. 7520) to 
prohibit data brokers from transferring 
sensitive data of United States individ-
uals to foreign adversaries, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7520 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 

Americans’ Data from Foreign Adversaries 
Act of 2024’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON TRANSFER OF PERSON-

ALLY IDENTIFIABLE SENSITIVE 
DATA OF UNITED STATES INDIVID-
UALS TO FOREIGN ADVERSARIES. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—It shall be unlawful for a 
data broker to sell, license, rent, trade, 
transfer, release, disclose, provide access to, 
or otherwise make available personally iden-
tifiable sensitive data of a United States in-
dividual to— 

(1) any foreign adversary country; or 
(2) any entity that is controlled by a for-

eign adversary. 
(b) ENFORCEMENT BY FEDERAL TRADE COM-

MISSION.— 
(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-

TICES.—A violation of this section shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or a deceptive act or practice under 
section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Com-
mission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) POWERS OF COMMISSION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall en-

force this section in the same manner, by the 
same means, and with the same jurisdiction, 
powers, and duties as though all applicable 
terms and provisions of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were 
incorporated into and made a part of this 
section. 

(B) PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES.—Any per-
son who violates this section shall be subject 
to the penalties and entitled to the privi-
leges and immunities provided in the Federal 
Trade Commission Act. 

(3) AUTHORITY PRESERVED.—Nothing in this 
section may be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Commission under any other 
provision of law. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 

means the Federal Trade Commission. 
(2) CONTROLLED BY A FOREIGN ADVERSARY.— 

The term ‘‘controlled by a foreign adver-
sary’’ means, with respect to an individual 
or entity, that such individual or entity is— 

(A) a foreign person that is domiciled in, is 
headquartered in, has its principal place of 
business in, or is organized under the laws of 
a foreign adversary country; 

(B) an entity with respect to which a for-
eign person or combination of foreign per-
sons described in subparagraph (A) directly 
or indirectly own at least a 20 percent stake; 
or 

(C) a person subject to the direction or 
control of a foreign person or entity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) or (B). 

(3) DATA BROKER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘data broker’’ 

means an entity that, for valuable consider-
ation, sells, licenses, rents, trades, transfers, 
releases, discloses, provides access to, or oth-
erwise makes available data of United States 
individuals that the entity did not collect di-
rectly from such individuals to another enti-
ty that is not acting as a service provider. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘data broker’’ 
does not include an entity to the extent such 
entity— 

(i) is transmitting data of a United States 
individual, including communications of 
such an individual, at the request or direc-
tion of such individual; 

(ii) is providing, maintaining, or offering a 
product or service with respect to which per-
sonally identifiable sensitive data, or access 
to such data, is not the product or service; 

(iii) is reporting or publishing news or in-
formation that concerns local, national, or 
international events or other matters of pub-
lic interest; 

(iv) is reporting, publishing, or otherwise 
making available news or information that 
is available to the general public— 

(I) including information from— 
(aa) a book, magazine, telephone book, or 

online directory; 
(bb) a motion picture; 
(cc) a television, internet, or radio pro-

gram; 
(dd) the news media; or 
(ee) an internet site that is available to the 

general public on an unrestricted basis; and 
(II) not including an obscene visual depic-

tion (as such term is used in section 1460 of 
title 18, United States Code); or 

(v) is acting as a service provider. 
(4) FOREIGN ADVERSARY COUNTRY.—The 

term ‘‘foreign adversary country’’ means a 
country specified in section 4872(d)(2) of title 
10, United States Code. 

(5) PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE SENSITIVE 
DATA.—The term ‘‘personally identifiable 
sensitive data’’ means any sensitive data 
that identifies or is linked or reasonably 
linkable, alone or in combination with other 
data, to an individual or a device that identi-
fies or is linked or reasonably linkable to an 
individual. 

(6) PRECISE GEOLOCATION INFORMATION.— 
The term ‘‘precise geolocation information’’ 
means information that— 

(A) is derived from a device or technology 
of an individual; and 

(B) reveals the past or present physical lo-
cation of an individual or device that identi-
fies or is linked or reasonably linkable to 1 
or more individuals, with sufficient precision 
to identify street level location information 
of an individual or device or the location of 
an individual or device within a range of 
1,850 feet or less. 

(7) SENSITIVE DATA.—The term ‘‘sensitive 
data’’ includes the following: 

(A) A government-issued identifier, such as 
a Social Security number, passport number, 
or driver’s license number. 

(B) Any information that describes or re-
veals the past, present, or future physical 
health, mental health, disability, diagnosis, 
or healthcare condition or treatment of an 
individual. 

(C) A financial account number, debit card 
number, credit card number, or information 
that describes or reveals the income level or 
bank account balances of an individual. 

(D) Biometric information. 
(E) Genetic information. 
(F) Precise geolocation information. 
(G) An individual’s private communica-

tions such as voicemails, emails, texts, di-
rect messages, mail, voice communications, 
and video communications, or information 
identifying the parties to such communica-
tions or pertaining to the transmission of 
such communications, including telephone 
numbers called, telephone numbers from 
which calls were placed, the time calls were 
made, call duration, and location informa-
tion of the parties to the call. 

(H) Account or device log-in credentials, or 
security or access codes for an account or de-
vice. 

(I) Information identifying the sexual be-
havior of an individual. 

(J) Calendar information, address book in-
formation, phone or text logs, photos, audio 
recordings, or videos, maintained for private 
use by an individual, regardless of whether 
such information is stored on the individ-
ual’s device or is accessible from that device 
and is backed up in a separate location. 

(K) A photograph, film, video recording, or 
other similar medium that shows the naked 
or undergarment-clad private area of an in-
dividual. 

(L) Information revealing the video con-
tent requested or selected by an individual. 

(M) Information about an individual under 
the age of 17. 

(N) An individual’s race, color, ethnicity, 
or religion. 
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(O) Information identifying an individual’s 

online activities over time and across 
websites or online services. 

(P) Information that reveals the status of 
an individual as a member of the Armed 
Forces. 

(Q) Any other data that a data broker sells, 
licenses, rents, trades, transfers, releases, 
discloses, provides access to, or otherwise 
makes available to a foreign adversary coun-
try, or entity that is controlled by a foreign 
adversary, for the purpose of identifying the 
types of data listed in subparagraphs (A) 
through (P). 

(8) SERVICE PROVIDER.—The term ‘‘service 
provider’’ means an entity that— 

(A) collects, processes, or transfers data on 
behalf of, and at the direction of— 

(i) an individual or entity that is not a for-
eign adversary country or controlled by a 
foreign adversary; or 

(ii) a Federal, State, Tribal, territorial, or 
local government entity; and 

(B) receives data from or on behalf of an 
individual or entity described in subpara-
graph (A)(i) or a Federal, State, Tribal, terri-
torial, or local government entity. 

(9) UNITED STATES INDIVIDUAL.—The term 
‘‘United States individual’’ means a natural 
person residing in the United States. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
take effect on the date that is 60 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Mrs. RODGERS) and the 
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. PAL-
LONE) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Washington. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that all Members may have 5 leg-
islative days in which to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material in the RECORD on the 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of H.R. 7520, 
the Protecting Americans’ Data from 
Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024. 

Data brokers are harvesting people’s 
sensitive data and selling or sharing it 
without people’s knowledge or consent. 
To make matters worse, they often do 
this without any safeguards against 
this sensitive information going to for-
eign adversaries who could easily ex-
ploit it for nefarious purposes. 

This sensitive information includes 
everything from a person’s physical 
and mental health to their geolocation 
data. Oftentimes, it is sold to the high-
est bidder, including to foreign adver-
saries like China and the companies 
they control. 

H.R. 7520 will limit how data brokers 
are able to share Americans’ personally 
identifiable and sensitive information 
abroad. 

I commend my Energy and Com-
merce Committee colleague Ranking 
Member PALLONE for his leadership on 
this legislation. It is an important 

complement to our ongoing efforts to 
establish a comprehensive data privacy 
standard, one that cracks down on 
abuses of Americans’ personal informa-
tion by narrowing the information that 
is collected in the first place and put-
ting people back in control of their per-
sonal information. 

Today is an opportunity to send a 
very clear message that the U.S. will 
not tolerate the continued targeting, 
surveilling, and exploitation of Ameri-
cans’ data. 

This bill advanced out of our com-
mittee with a unanimous, bipartisan 
50–0 vote. I look forward to it passing 
the House this week, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 7520, the Protecting Amer-
icans’ Data from Foreign Adversaries 
Act. I thank Chair RODGERS for all her 
help in bringing this bill to the floor 
today. 

National security experts are sound-
ing the alarm, warning that the gov-
ernment of Beijing in China and other 
foreign adversaries are amassing troves 
of sensitive data about individual 
Americans. That information can be 
used to launch sophisticated influence 
campaigns, conduct espionage, under-
mine Americans’ privacy expectations, 
and otherwise impair American inter-
ests. 

Just last week, this Chamber took 
decisive, bipartisan action to mitigate 
the national security and privacy 
threat that was posed by foreign-owned 
or -controlled social media applica-
tions collecting Americans’ informa-
tion by passing H.R. 7521, the Pro-
tecting Americans from Foreign Adver-
sary Controlled Applications Act. 

Today, we take further action to 
close the pipeline of Americans’ sen-
sitive information flowing to our for-
eign adversaries. This bill prohibits the 
data brokers from selling Americans’ 
sensitive personal information to 
China, Russia, North Korea, Iran, and 
to entities controlled by those coun-
tries. 

Data brokers collect and sell billions 
of data elements on nearly every con-
sumer in the United States, including 
information about children and active 
members of the U.S. military. 

With this sensitive information, data 
brokers and their customers can make 
invasive inferences about an indi-
vidual, including inferences about a 
person’s travel patterns, health, polit-
ical beliefs, personal interests, and fi-
nancial well-being. Right now, there 
are no restrictions on who they can sell 
this information to. 

Most Americans are unaware that 
data brokers complete detailed dossiers 
about their interests, beliefs, actions, 
and movements. Even when they are 
aware that these dossiers of sensitive 
information are being compiled, Amer-
icans are powerless to stop this inva-
sion of privacy. While the best response 

to the privacy risk posed by data bro-
kers is a comprehensive national data 
privacy law, I firmly believe we must 
do what we can now to prevent data 
brokers from selling Americans’ per-
sonal data to our foreign adversaries. 

The breadth and scope of sensitive 
personal information aggregated by 
data brokers makes the sale of that 
data to our foreign adversaries a 
unique threat to national security and 
individual privacy. The Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence has 
concluded that commercially available 
data provides foreign adversaries with 
a valuable stream of intelligence, rival-
ing the effectiveness of sophisticated 
surveillance techniques. Researchers 
from Duke University successfully pur-
chased sensitive information about Ac-
tive-Duty members of the military, 
their families, and veterans from data 
brokers. 

b 1730 

Their research has concluded that 
foreign and malicious actors could use 
data from data brokers to undermine 
America’s national security. 

This legislation complements the 
work done by this body last week to 
curb the threat posed by apps owned or 
controlled by foreign adversaries by 
closing a loophole that would allow 
those entities to simply buy sensitive 
information on Americans from data 
brokers. Unless we pass H.R. 7520, data 
brokers will still be permitted to ag-
gregate information with vast amounts 
of Americans’ sensitive data and sell it 
to the highest bidder, including foreign 
adversaries. 

Again, I thank our chair, CATHY 
MCMORRIS RODGERS, for her partner-
ship on the Protecting Americans’ 
Data from Foreign Adversaries Act, 
which unanimously passed the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee by a 
50–0 vote. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS), who is the chairman of the sub-
committee. 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H.R. 7520, the 
Protecting Americans’ Data from For-
eign Adversaries Act. 

Last week, the House took historic 
action to protect Americans’ data from 
foreign-owned subsidiaries such as 
ByteDance. Today, we have legislation 
that will protect Americans’ data pri-
vacy from data brokers seeking to sell 
our personally identifiable sensitive in-
formation to these foreign entities. 

The subcommittee that I chair has 
done significant work to get this done 
to lay the foundation for why we need 
a strong Federal data privacy and secu-
rity law and why a Federal standard is 
needed to protect Americans here at 
home while balancing the needs of 
business, government, and civil soci-
ety. 
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As there is no Federal comprehensive 

data privacy and security law, data 
brokers are often unfettered when it 
comes to selling personally identifiable 
information. Our adversaries can all 
too easily purchase this sensitive data 
of American citizens, including infor-
mation that identifies our servicemen 
and -women, and can target individuals 
based on their connection to the mili-
tary and the Federal Government more 
broadly. 

H.R. 7520 will prohibit data brokers 
from selling our personally identifiable 
sensitive information and ensure prop-
er enforcement authorities are in place 
to go after these bad actors. 

This small and targeted change to an 
otherwise free market will help ensure 
citizens’ personal data is kept safe 
from entities seeking to manipulate 
Americans, while still respecting 
broader business decisions in the mar-
ketplace. 

I thank Chair RODGERS and Ranking 
Member PALLONE for their great work 
here on this particular issue. It takes 
leadership, Madam Speaker, and we 
have it here in the Energy and Com-
merce Committee. Our wonderful staff 
is the best. They are second to none, 
and they got this done. 

To me, this only underscores the 
need to complete our subcommittee’s 
top priority this Congress. We must 
enact a comprehensive Federal data 
privacy and security law as soon as 
possible. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support H.R. 7520. This is 
vital for our national security. As 
many alluded to last week, I urge my 
colleagues to support our efforts on 
moving forward toward enacting 
stronger data privacy and security pro-
tections broadly for Americans nation-
wide. So great work has been done by 
the leadership and the committee in 
the full Congress. Let’s get this across 
the finish line and over to the United 
States Senate and the President’s desk. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY), who is 
the ranking member of our Sub-
committee on Innovation, Data, and 
Commerce. 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, 
I am thankful for the opportunity to 
talk about this because Americans are 
very worried about how their data is 
being used. They want to know who is 
collecting it, where it is going, and how 
it is being used. 

For far too long, people’s privacy has 
been invaded. They don’t know exactly 
how, and they don’t know exactly who. 
In fact, one of the big players, of 
course, are the data brokers. 

Now, Madam Speaker, ask anyone on 
the street: Who are data brokers? What 
do they do? 

These are the people who buy, sell, 
and trade your information. Most peo-
ple don’t have a clue about that. 

So this legislation makes a good step 
forward when it says that none of this 
information that is collected by data 

brokers can go to China or any other 
adversary information that we have 
listed in this legislation. 

It is time, though, I want to add, that 
while this bill is important for national 
security and for the security of our 
people, right now people’s data is at 
risk and children’s data is at risk. 

We need comprehensive reform on 
privacy, and we did that in the Energy 
and Commerce Committee last Con-
gress where we passed the American 
Data and Privacy Protection Act, and 
we need to go forward. 

People are tired of not only won-
dering how are so many people col-
lecting our data but how are they buy-
ing and selling it. It is a national secu-
rity interest. This bill is important, 
but we have to go a step further. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I yield 1 minute to 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
WALBERG). 

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairwoman for the time. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 7520, the Protecting Amer-
icans’ Data from Foreign Adversaries 
Act. 

H.R. 7520 is the next step in securing 
Americans’ sensitive data from China 
and other adversaries. The bipartisan 
legislation would prohibit data brokers 
from selling our constituents’ health 
history, precise geolocation, biometric 
data, and other extremely personal in-
formation to North Korea, Iran, China, 
and Russia, or any entity controlled by 
those countries. 

It also specifically includes protec-
tions for servicemembers and for any 
data from those under the age of 17. 

This is a commonsense measure that 
piggybacks off our efforts to decouple 
TikTok from the Chinese Communist 
Party and protect our national secu-
rity. 

Our foreign adversaries should not 
have access to our most sensitive data. 
Allowing so risks manipulation and es-
pionage. 

The bill is also another step in our ef-
forts to protect Americans’ privacy on-
line. We will continue to work toward 
comprehensive data privacy protec-
tions, and especially protections for 
kids and teens online. 

Madam Speaker, this legislation is 
the right move for our constituents’ 
privacy and security, and I encourage 
my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI), who is 
the ranking member of the Select Com-
mittee on the Chinese Communist 
Party and was the Democratic sponsor 
of the other bill that we passed last 
week. 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Madam 
Speaker, I thank Chair MCMORRIS ROD-
GERS and Ranking Member PALLONE for 
their extraordinary leadership in pro-
tecting our privacy and our data pri-
vacy. I thank them for their excellent 
leadership in helping to pass legisla-
tion last week that is going to force 

ByteDance to sell TikTok precisely be-
cause the CCP can access Americans’ 
sensitive data under its current owner-
ship. 

This bill is extremely, extremely im-
portant. 

Why? 
It is important because it prevents 

our foreign adversaries from buying 
American data through other sources. 

Right now, so-called data brokers can 
sell Americans’ sensitive data in bulk, 
including internet browsing history 
and geolocation data, and they can re-
sell it to foreign adversaries who can 
then target military personnel, public 
officials, and others. 

This bill addresses this national secu-
rity threat head-on by prohibiting data 
brokers from selling our data to for-
eign adversaries. It is an excellent 
complement to the bill that we passed 
just last week with regard to 
ByteDance, TikTok, and foreign adver-
sary-owned social media applications. 

This bill needs to pass, and it needs 
to pass now. 

Madam Speaker, I am so proud to 
strongly support H.R. 7520, and I ask 
all of my colleagues to unanimously 
pass this bill today. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I yield 11⁄2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
JOYCE). 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding. 

Madam Speaker, at a time when the 
Chinese Communist Party is con-
tinuing to expand its reach, we in Con-
gress must act quickly to protect 
American user data. 

Preventing data brokers from selling 
this information to those who wish to 
harm Americans is a vital step toward 
protecting our interests and securing 
sensitive and vulnerable information 
from falling into the hands of our ad-
versaries. 

This legislation would ensure that 
nations like China, North Korea, Iran, 
and Russia would no longer be able to 
purchase geolocation or biomedical 
data on our servicemembers. Personal 
information of our Active-Duty mili-
tary must be safeguarded. 

Above all, we must ensure that all 
Americans have confidence that their 
data is being protected and that their 
information is secure. This legislation 
is a commonsense step to help keep all 
Americans safe. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to vote in favor of H.R. 7520. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time to 
close. 

Madam Speaker, this bill, in my 
opinion, is an excellent example of how 
our committee, the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, works together on a 
bipartisan basis. 

We, frankly, heard from the various 
Federal agencies, whether it was the 
Justice Department, national security, 
or FBI, that it was necessary to ad-
dress the issue of data that was being 
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basically passed on to our adversaries, 
particularly Beijing, and we crafted 
two bills. One has been referred to as 
the TikTok bill which we passed last 
week, and the other is the data brokers 
bill that will pass today. 

It is no surprise that in our com-
mittee in a roll call vote we had 50 
members, Democrats and Republicans, 
vote for this. None voted against it. 

I am certainly suggesting that this is 
something that is very important. 
Both bills need to pass. One already 
did. I also think it is an excellent ex-
ample of how this Congress, this House, 
and our committee, in particular, can 
work together on something that re-
lates to national security and privacy. 

As Ms. SCHAKOWSKY has said, and I 
know Chair RODGERS has said, we need 
a national data privacy bill. This is the 
beginning, I believe, of that process. It 
is also one of the most important as-
pects of it because it does affect our 
national security. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud I can say 
that we worked together on this. I will 
certainly urge that the House do the 
same: vote this bill unanimously and 
send it over to the Senate for further 
action. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. 
Madam Speaker, I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time to close. 

Madam Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote 
on this bill that would prohibit data 
brokers from profiting off the sale or 
the transfer of sensitive data of U.S. 
individuals and specifically that of 
U.S. military servicemembers to a for-
eign adversary country or any entity 
that is controlled by such country. 

The term ‘‘controlled by a foreign ad-
versary’’ parallels the definition of 
H.R. 7521, the Protecting Americans 
from Foreign Adversary Controlled Ap-
plications Act, that we passed last 
week out of the House 352–65. 

I believe that this is very important 
legislation also to complement that ef-
fort and our continued work to enact 
legislation that would bring a national 
privacy and data security law into 
place. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

b 1745 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Washington 
(Mrs. RODGERS) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 7520, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE 
PRESIDENT—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118–96) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations 
and ordered to be printed: 

f 

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE 
PRESIDENT 

To the Congress of the United States: 
When I was elected President, a pan-

demic was raging and our economy was 
reeling. We were in the midst of the 
most devastating downturn in nearly a 
century. I came into office determined 
to fundamentally change things, by re-
building our economy from the middle 
out and bottom up, not the top down— 
because when the middle class does 
well, the poor have a ladder up and the 
wealthy still do well. We all do. We can 
give everyone a fair shot and leave no 
one behind. 

Our work started with the American 
Rescue Plan, which vaccinated the Na-
tion, delivered immediate economic re-
lief to people who badly needed it, and 
sent funding to States and cities to 
keep key services going. It continued 
with the biggest investment in our Na-
tion’s infrastructure since the 1950s. 
More than 46,000 new projects have 
been announced to date, rebuilding our 
roads, bridges, railroads, ports, air-
ports, public transit, water systems, 
high-speed internet, and more. At the 
same time, we are making the most 
significant investment in fighting cli-
mate change in the history of the 
world. I have seen Americans’ courage 
and resilience in the wake of dev-
astating natural disasters, and I will 
always have their backs as we rebuild 
and boost resilience to extreme weath-
er. We are building a cleaner, more re-
silient and sustainable power grid, and 
making America’s biggest investment 
in rural electricity since the New Deal. 
We are revitalizing fence-line commu-
nities that have shouldered the burden 
of harmful pollution for generations. 
We are lowering energy costs for hard-
working families and strengthening 
our energy security with clean energy 
breakthroughs. Across the board, we 
are supporting advanced manufac-
turing, ensuring the industries of the 
future are made in America by Amer-
ican workers. 

Our plan is working. Already, my In-
vesting in America agenda has at-
tracted $650 billion in private invest-
ment from companies that are building 
factories and moving production back 
to America. We are making things here 
in America again, with American union 
workers. We have ignited a manufac-
turing boom, a semiconductor boom, 
an electric-vehicle boom, and more. My 
agenda is creating hundreds of thou-
sands of union jobs, so folks never have 

to leave their hometowns to find good- 
paying work they can raise a family 
on. Today, America once again has the 
strongest economy in the world. We 
have created a record 15 million jobs, 
with unemployment under four percent 
for the longest stretch in over 50 years. 
Growth is strong. Wages are rising and 
inflation is down by two-thirds, with 
costs having fallen for key household 
items from a gallon of gas to a gallon 
of milk. We have more to do, but folks 
are starting to feel the benefits. Con-
sumer sentiment has surged more in 
recent months than any time in 30 
years. Americans have filed a record 16 
million new business applications since 
I took office; each one of them is an act 
of hope. 

Importantly, we made these historic 
investments in a fiscally responsible 
way, while making our tax system fair-
er. In 2022, I signed a law that imposed 
a new minimum tax of 15 percent on 
the Nation’s largest corporations, 
saved $160 billion by giving Medicare 
the authority to negotiate prescription 
drug prices and limit price increases, 
and boosted funding to the Internal 
Revenue Service to crack down on 
wealthy and corporate tax cheats. This 
is just the beginning. My Budget would 
do more to close loopholes. It would 
save another $200 billion by enabling 
Medicare to negotiate prices on even 
more drugs and by limiting other drug 
price increases. It would cut wasteful 
subsidies to Big Oil and other special 
interests; and it would introduce a 
minimum tax on billionaires, which 
alone would raise $500 billion for the 
American people. 

So far, we have already cut the def-
icit by $1 trillion since I took office, 
one of the biggest, reductions in his-
tory, and I have signed legislation to 
cut it by $1 trillion more. My Budget 
would reduce it by another $3 trillion 
over the next 10 years as well, while 
continuing to pay for our investments 
in America. 

And we are just getting started. 
My Administration will keep fighting 

to lower costs for working families, on 
everything from housing to childcare 
to student loans. After decades of talk 
in Washington, we beat Big Pharma 
and capped the cost of insulin for sen-
iors at $35 a month, down from as much 
as $400. Starting next year, no senior 
on Medicare will pay more than $2,000 a 
year in total out-of-pocket prescription 
drug costs, even for expensive cancer 
medications that now cost many times 
more. We are cracking down on price 
gouging by requiring drugmakers that 
raise prices of certain drugs faster than 
inflation to pay a rebate back to Medi-
care. At the same time, we have pro-
tected and expanded the Affordable 
Care Act, with a record 21 million 
Americans enrolled in marketplace 
plans this past year, while saving mil-
lions of Americans $800 per year on 
their premiums. Today, more Ameri-
cans have health insurance than ever 
before. My Budget builds on those 
gains. 
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I also know that for too many hard-

working families, it costs too much to 
find a good home, so we are working to 
lower costs and boost supply of housing 
nationwide. My Budget will make 
monthly mortgage payments more af-
fordable for middle-class first-time 
home buyers by providing a $5,000 an-
nual mortgage relief credit for two 
years. My Budget will expand rental 
assistance to hundreds of thousands of 
additional families, continuing the 
largest expanstion in 20 years. It will 
also help to ease America’s long-
standing shortage of affordable hous-
ing, including by cutting red tape, so 
that more builders can get Federal fi-
nancing to build more affordable hous-
ing. Important progress is underway: 
more families own homes today than 
before the pandemic; rents are easing; 
and a record 1.7 million housing units 
are under construction nationwide. 

My Budget also makes key invest-
ments in childcare and education, so 
every child in America can have the 
strong start they need to thrive. It re-
stores the Child Tax Credit expansion I 
signed into law, which cut child pov-
erty nearly in half in 2021; and it guar-
antees the vast majority of families 
high-quality childcare for no more 
than $10 a day, while boosting pay for 
childcare workers. It offers universal 
free preschool for all four million of 
America’s four-year-olds. Building on 
the American Rescue Plan’s invest-
ment in public education, the biggest 
in history, it also helps States expand 
tutoring, afterschool, and summer pro-
grams; and boosts recruiting to ease 
teacher shortages. 

At the same time, I am keeping my 
promise to ease the crushing burden of 
student debt. Despite legal challenges, 
we have canceled some $138 billion in 
student debt for nearly four million 
Americans, including more than 750,000 
teachers, nurses, firefighters, social 
workers, and other public servants. 
That is freeing people to finally con-
sider buying a home, having a child, or 
starting that small business they al-
ways dreamed of. 

We are also working to secure our 
border. In October, I sent an emergency 
request for more funding; my Budget 
renews that request for additional re-
sources, including for 1,300 more Border 
Patrol agents, 375 immigration judges, 
and 1,600 asylum officers, and for cut-
ting-edge technology to help detect 
fentanyl. We need to pass the Senate’s 
bipartisan border deal as well, which 
would make urgent additional invest-
ments to secure the border and help to 
fix our broken immigration system. 

Today, the world is facing an inflec-
tion point in history, at home and 
abroad. My Administration has re-
stored America’s leadership on the 
world stage, rallying more than 50 na-
tions to support Ukraine in the face of 
brutal Russian aggression, strength-
ening and expanding NATO, revital-
izing our alliances and partnerships in 
the Indo-Pacific—including with 
Japan, South Korea, and Australia— 

and strengthening democracy across 
the globe. But we need to do more to 
prove that America can once again be 
relied on to stand up for freedom. In 
October, I submitted a national secu-
rity supplemental request to cover ur-
gent needs, including support for 
Ukraine and Israel, and humanitarian 
aid and relief for Palestinians. My 
Budget reiterates that request and con-
tinues other critical support for NATO 
allies and partners around the world. It 
strengthens our deterrence capacity in 
the Indo-Pacific, expanding our capa-
bilities in the region. It also works to 
keep our military the best-trained, 
best-equipped fighting force in the 
world, integrating advanced innovation 
technologies, and improving overall 
readiness. My Budget also takes impor-
tant steps to honor our Nation’s most 
sacred obligation—to protect and equip 
our troops when they are in harm’s 
way, and to care for them and their 
families throughout and after their 
service. Since I took office, I have 
signed over 30 significant bipartisan 
bills to support veterans, including the 
PACT Act, the biggest-ever expansion 
of benefits for servicemembers exposed 
to toxic burn pits during their service; 
and I have issued the most comprehen-
sive executive actions to date to boost 
economic security for military fami-
lies. My Budget builds on that work. 

The story of America is one of 
progress and resilience, of always mov-
ing forward and never giving up. It is a 
story unique among Nations. We are 
the only Nation that has emerged from 
every crisis we have entered stronger 
than we went in. While my Administra-
tion has seen great progress since day 
one, there is still work to do. My Budg-
et will help make that promise real. 

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 2024. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 57 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1830 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MORAN) at 6 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Motions to suspend the rules with re-
spect to the following measures: 

H.R. 4723; and 

H. Res. 149. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

UPHOLDING THE DAYTON PEACE 
AGREEMENT THROUGH SANC-
TIONS ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4723) to provide for the impo-
sition of sanctions with respect to for-
eign persons undermining the Dayton 
Peace Agreement or threatening the 
security of Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
and for other purposes, as amended, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 365, nays 30, 
not voting 36, as follows: 

[Roll No. 87] 

YEAS—365 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 

Cherfilus- 
McCormick 

Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 

Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harris 
Hayes 
Hern 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Joyce (PA) 
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Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 

Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 

Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—30 

Biggs 
Boebert 
Brecheen 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Crane 
Donalds 

Gaetz 
Good (VA) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Hageman 
Harshbarger 
Higgins (LA) 
Jordan 
Luna 

Massie 
Miller (IL) 
Norman 
Ogles 
Omar 
Perry 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Steube 
Tenney 

NOT VOTING—36 

Arrington 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Casar 
Cole 
Costa 
Davis (IL) 
Frankel, Lois 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Golden (ME) 
Gosar 

Green (TN) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Horsford 
Jackson (IL) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kildee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Mooney 
Neal 

Nehls 
Payne 
Ramirez 
Salazar 
Simpson 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Swalwell 
Titus 
Van Orden 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1854 

Mr. JORDAN, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, 
Mr. NORMAN, and Mrs. MILLER of Il-

linois changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Ms. SPANBERGER changed her vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill, as amended, was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I was not 

able to vote on H.R. 4723. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 87. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE ILLEGAL AB-
DUCTION OF CHILDREN FROM 
UKRAINE TO THE RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 149) condemning 
the illegal abduction of children from 
Ukraine to the Russian Federation, as 
amended, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Missouri (Mrs. 
WAGNER) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, as 
amended. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 390, nays 9, 
not voting 32, as follows: 

[Roll No. 88] 

YEAS—390 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amo 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 

Burchett 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carson 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 

Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 

Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Frost 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Gimenez 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 

Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Ogles 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 

Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Suozzi 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Timmons 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—9 

Biggs 
Burlison 
Davidson 

Greene (GA) 
Higgins (LA) 
Massie 

Rosendale 
Roy 
Tiffany 
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NOT VOTING—32 

Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Buck 
Cole 
Davis (IL) 
Frankel, Lois 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Golden (ME) 
Gosar 
Green (TN) 
Grijalva 

Harder (CA) 
Horsford 
Jackson (IL) 
Kildee 
Kim (NJ) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Mooney 
Neal 
Nehls 
Ramirez 

Salazar 
Simpson 
Spartz 
Stanton 
Titus 
Tonko 
Trahan 
Van Orden 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1901 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
condemning the illegal abduction and 
forcible transfer of children from 
Ukraine to the Russian Federation.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 88. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
able to attend votes due to a death in 
the family. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 87 
(H.R. 4723) and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 88 
(H. Res. 149). 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. HARDER of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unable to vote today. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 87 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 88. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. STANTON. Mr. Speaker, I was nec-
essarily absent and missed two votes on the 
House Floor. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 87, H.R. 4723 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 88, H. Res. 149. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I was absent from 
the floor today and missed the roll call votes. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 87, H.R. 4723 and ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall No. 88, H. Res. 149. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1139 

Ms. MACE. Mr. Speaker, I hereby re-
move my name as cosponsor of H.R. 
1139. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s request is granted. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 1068 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, I hereby re-
move my name as cosponsor of H. Res. 
1068. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman’s request is granted. 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 1068 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I hereby 
remove my name as cosponsor of H. 
Res. 1068. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is granted. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 1068 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I hereby re-
move my name as cosponsor of H. Res. 
1068. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is granted. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 1068 

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I hereby remove my name as 
cosponsor of H. Res. 1068. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is granted. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
National Agriculture Day. Today is a 
day for Congress to come together to 
share their appreciation. 

This day serves to highlight the vital 
work our farmers, ranchers, foresters, 
and farmworkers do in providing the 
safest, highest quality supply of food, 
fiber, and fuel in human history. 

Agriculture touches our lives daily. 
If you have eaten today, thank a farm-
er. If you have clothes on your back, 
thank a farmer. Agriculture also pro-
vides the foundation upon which the 
entire American economy rests. 

It is more important than ever to en-
sure our farmers, ranchers, and for-
esters have their voices heard in the 
Halls of Congress. That is why it is my 
honor to represent farm families in 
rural America as the chairman of the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

Rural America deserves policies that 
help, not hinder, economic vitality and 
global competitiveness. Consumers de-
serve affordable and abundant food, 
fiber, and fuel. Every farmer I have 
met across nearly 40 States says the 
same thing: They want a government 
to work for them, not against them. 

Getting a farm bill across the finish 
line is a tall task, and each reauthor-
ization has its own unique set of chal-
lenges. This year’s farm bill can show 
the best of America—farmers—that we 
have their backs. 

f 

QUESTIONING THE REPUBLICAN 
COMMITMENT TO AMERICAN 
FAMILIES 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to question the Republican com-
mitment to American families. 

Recently, actions in Alabama have 
led a nationwide discussion on the pop-
ular in vitro fertilization, or IVF, preg-
nancy treatments. More than 8 million 
American babies have been born 
through IVF, and it has helped create 
parents and families nationwide. 

The Republicans want to ban IVF 
across the country. First, Republicans 
want to force women to have children. 
Now, they want to stop women from 
having them. It is very confusing and 
very hypocritical. 

Democrats want women to choose 
when they have their children. We also 
want to protect that right with the 
Women’s Health Protection Act. The 
American people should make repro-
ductive health choices, not politicians. 

f 

HONORING JOE LANDSMAN 

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor my dear friend Joe Landsman, 
who is retiring from his position as 
CEO of the University of Tennessee 
Medical Center in April. Joe started at 
the UT Medical Center in 1999 and has 
been the CEO since 2005. In that time, 
he significantly increased the hos-
pital’s patient capacity and services. 
He added clinics and regional health 
centers across east Tennessee, ren-
ovated and added surgical units, and 
built parking garages to accommodate 
the rapidly growing number of patients 
who were coming to the medical cen-
ter. 

He has also been known to treat his 
employees well and drive everyone to 
success. During Joe’s time as CEO, the 
hospital’s revenue increased by 451 per-
cent. Only the most passionate, effec-
tive leader could achieve that, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The UT Medical Center has received 
many awards under Joe’s leadership. 
One of his favorites is when the U.S. 
News & World Report named the UT 
Medical Center as one of the best hos-
pitals in America in 2012. The news just 
happened to come out on his birthday. 

The UT Medical Center wouldn’t be 
the great hospital it is today without 
Joe’s leadership. 

I wish my dear friend good luck in 
his retirement, and I wish Dr. Keith 
Gray the best as he takes over that po-
sition. 

f 

b 1915 

HONORING NEW MEXICO STATE 
POLICE OFFICER JUSTIN HARE 

(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 
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Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise to honor New Mexico 
State Police Officer Justin Hare, a 
dedicated law enforcement officer and 
protector of our beloved New Mexico 
communities. 

Officer Hare was known for kindness 
and consideration for those who travel 
New Mexico’s long roads. Last week, he 
stopped to help a driver on the side of 
the road with a flat tire. That driver 
tragically shot and killed Officer Hare. 

Officer Hare dedicated his life to the 
people of Quay County. He coached 
sports teams, volunteered, and lent a 
helping hand to whomever needed it. 
He loved his partner, Daizzare Quin-
tana; their daughters, Juliann and 
Caydence; and the unborn child they 
expected in September. 

Today, we honor Officer Hare and the 
sacrifice he made for the community 
he loved so dearly. 

I send my deepest condolences to his 
family and to his colleagues in the New 
Mexico State Police. 

Mr. Speaker, when you next see a 
State Police officer on the road, send 
them a quiet prayer of remembrance 
for Officer Hare. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BLAIR COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES CHRIS-
TOPHER HANNA AND BRANDON 
LASURE 
(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Blair 
County Deputy Sheriffs Christopher 
Hanna and Brandon Lasure. 

It is because of their quick thinking 
and rush to action to stop the effects of 
an overdose that a Blair County 
woman is still alive today. 

Deputy Hanna and Deputy Lasure 
followed their training to the letter, 
being aware of the signs and symptoms 
of an opioid overdose these sheriff’s 
deputies did not hesitate to step up and 
helped to save a human being. 

Upon recognizing that the woman 
had become unresponsive, the deputies 
immediately called for an ambulance 
and delivered the appropriate doses of 
naloxone, a lifesaving drug designed to 
reverse the effects of an opioid over-
dose. 

On behalf of the people of Blair Coun-
ty and Pennsylvania’s 13th Congres-
sional District, I am grateful for these 
sheriff’s deputies and their tireless 
work to serve our community. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF STE-
PHEN MACKIN, SR. OF THORN-
BURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
(Mr. DELUZIO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DELUZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Stephen 
Mackin, Sr., of Thornburg, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Steve was born on November 7, 1960, 
and was a lifelong Pittsburgher. He 
graduated from Bishop Canevin in 1979 
where he made many lifelong friends. 

A hard worker always seeking perfec-
tion, for the past 42 years Steve worked 
at and co-owned Liberty Fuel & Supply 
in Carnegie, working alongside his fa-
ther, brothers, sons, nephews, and 
many friends. 

He was a good man who knew how to 
have a good time when he could. He 
loved to get away to the beach to spend 
time with his family and cracking open 
an Iron City. He was a very proud 
grandfather, a loyal brother, and a de-
voted member of a big family. 

Steve was committed to supporting 
the kids in our western Pennsylvania 
community. He was my basketball 
coach at St. Philip’s, and I can tell 
you, Mr. Speaker, Steve was tough, but 
he always brought out the best in us. 

Sadly, Steve passed away unexpect-
edly from a heart attack on March 6 of 
this year. He was just 63. 

Steve will be missed by his loving 
family, including Ruth, his wife of 35 
years, their three children, and his sib-
lings, nieces, nephews, and grand-
children, all of whom wish they had 
more time together. 

To the Mackin family, whom I am 
proud to call my friends: Our whole 
community mourns Steve’s passing. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 1068 
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I hereby 

remove my name as cosponsor of H. 
Res. 1068. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAMALFA). The gentleman’s request is 
granted. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
ARTHUR M. GIGNILLIAT, JR. 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to today to remember the life 
of Arthur Gignilliat, Jr. 

Art was a man of the community and 
served in a myriad of ways. Art retired 
from Savannah Electric and Power 
Company as president and CEO after 
his remarkable 40-year career. 

He was also elected to serve for eight 
terms as chairman of the University 
System of Georgia Committee in the 
Georgia House of Representatives. 

Art was appointed to serve as chair-
man to the Board of Regents and Geor-
gia Ports Authority and was a member 
of numerous other boards, including 
the Metropolitan Atlanta Olympic 
Games Authority. 

Local organizations that Art donated 
his time to include the Rotary Club of 
Savannah, Armstrong State College 
Foundation, Georgia International 
Maritime Trade Center Authority, and 
Bethesda Union Society. 

A devout member of First Pres-
byterian of Savannah for most of his 

life, Arthur also served as a deacon, 
elder, and Clerk of Session. 

He exemplified a life well lived and 
was best known for unwavering devo-
tion to wife, Molly, their two children, 
and six grandchildren. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 10TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE OSO LAND-
SLIDE 
(Ms. SCHRIER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SCHRIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 10th anni-
versary of the Oso landslide. On that 
tragic day, 43 people lost their lives 
when an entire hillside collapsed, 
smothering the town and burying it in 
mud. 

Washington State was forever 
changed. Among the victims were vet-
erans, a nurse, and even elementary 
school students. They were parents, 
grandparents, sons, daughters, broth-
ers, sisters, and children, all beloved 
members of their tight-knit commu-
nity along State Route 530, and we re-
member them today. 

As we mark 10 years since this trag-
edy—and it feels as if it was yester-
day—I would like to extend my condo-
lences to the friends and family mem-
bers of those victims. While we can’t 
change the past, we can honor those 
who passed away by working toward a 
safer future. 

As the Representative of this com-
munity, I have worked to increase 
funding for emergency communica-
tions and services and supported the 
National Landslide Preparedness Act, 
all of which help ensure that we under-
stand what conditions make such a 
landslide more likely and are ready if 
such a disaster strikes again. 

People of Oso and the surrounding 
communities along SR 530 are in my 
heart today. 

f 

BIDEN ASSAULT ON HOUSING 
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, with Bidenomics of borrow, 
tax, and spend, American families have 
endured the highest inflation in 40 
years, costing the average family 
$12,000 more annually to buy basics, in-
cluding housing. 

Stephen Moore of the Heritage Foun-
dation has revealed ‘‘housing afford-
ability has hit a 40-year low under Mr. 
Biden after affordability surged under 
Mr. Trump.’’ 

The average monthly payment has 
risen from $1,500 a month to $2,600 
today. 

‘‘What Mr. Biden fails to understand 
is that two factors drive homeowner-
ship: the interest rate and real income 
growth.’’ 

House Republicans will continue to 
fight to reduce inflation and create 
jobs led by Speaker MIKE JOHNSON. 
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As a former real estate attorney my-

self, I especially appreciate the 
achievements of the real estate indus-
try as it is the basis of good schools 
and safe communities. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years, as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from Afghanistan 
safe havens to America. 

We do not need new border laws. We 
need to enforce existing laws. Biden 
safely opened borders for dictators as 
more 9/11 attacks across America as 
imminent as warned by the FBI. 

Our prayers today are for the family 
of DAN KILDEE. 

f 

NORTHWEST OHIO HEALTHCARE 
ROUNDTABLE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, during 
this Women’s History Month, I rise to 
tell the story of a constituent strug-
gling to deal with our challenged 
healthcare system. 

Yesterday, I hosted a roundtable in 
Toledo, Ohio, with Democratic Leader 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES and our northwest 
Ohio healthcare community. 

During this roundtable, a constituent 
told us a story of her niece who was 
newly diagnosed with breast cancer. 
The niece is employed by a company 
based in Texas, but she works remotely 
from northwest Ohio, and she helps 
take care of her elderly grandmother. 

Nonetheless, because her employer is 
out of State, local Ohio facilities will 
not accept her health insurance be-
cause she is outside the carrier net-
work as it is called. Thus, for more 
than 2 weeks, she has had to delay 
treatment for her newly diagnosed 
breast cancer prognosis. 

She wants to be near her family and 
not be alone while she receives treat-
ment, but, unfortunately, she is being 
squeezed between the sides of our bro-
ken health insurance system. 

If members of our medical commu-
nity cannot even help their own family 
navigate this system, something must 
be done to fix it. This provider failure 
is simply unacceptable. 

f 

NATIONAL AG DAY 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today 
in the United States it is National Ag-
riculture Day. This is a day that we 
recognize that the food on your table 
came from somewhere, Mr. Speaker, 
and it isn’t just a supermarket, or a 
truck, or maybe even a taco truck like 
in California. No. It came from the 
hard work of a farmer or a rancher pro-
ducing for all of us. 

One of my goals here as a member of 
the Agriculture Committee is to make 

sure they can keep producing and keep 
the food on the table. American grown 
products are of the highest quality and 
the highest responsibility as far as 
labor, environment, and the whole 
works. 

Nonetheless, do you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? 

They still need the tools to be able to 
do that into the future. We need to 
pass, more immediately, another 5-year 
farm bill like in my home State of 
California. We also need to have the 
input. We need to have a water supply 
that is steady and growing. As the pop-
ulation grows, we need to increase the 
State’s water supply because more and 
more of it is going to other things than 
sustaining agriculture which has been 
so strong in the Sacramento Valley, 
the San Joaquin Valley, and the whole 
State. 

As we celebrate National Ag Day, Mr. 
Speaker, if there is food on your plate, 
remember it came from a farmer. 

If you are going to complain about 
the farmer, Mr. Speaker, just don’t do 
it with your mouth full. 

f 

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
(Ms. PORTER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, in a time 
when books and libraries are under at-
tack, I rise to celebrate National Li-
brary Week which begins April 7. 

Libraries bring people together and 
foster growth and collaboration in our 
communities. From story time and 
summer lunches for kids to continuing 
education and book clubs for adults of 
all ages, our libraries are truly a place 
for all. 

In Orange County alone, our library 
system served over 3 million people 
just last year, including my family. 
Yet, these community institutions are 
increasingly targets of extremist, hate-
ful attempts. Libraries should be places 
where all Americans are free to read, 
learn, and come together without in-
terference from politicians. 

During National Library Week, I 
urge my colleagues to recognize the 
value libraries bring to all our commu-
nities and recommit to supporting 
these important institutions. 

f 

HERE THEY GO AGAIN 
(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the students of 
South Glens Falls. Here they go again, 
as they celebrate another year of ex-
traordinary commitment to their com-
munity. 

Earlier this month, they hosted their 
47th annual South High Marathon 
Dance, a student-led event to raise 
money for worthy causes, from dedi-
cated community organizations to 
local families in need. 

This year they raised nearly $750,000, 
adding to an astonishing total of more 
than $11 million raised since 1978. 

I was honored to join them at this 
year’s event where I saw firsthand the 
enthusiasm and compassion that keep 
this tradition alive. 

United by music, dance, and a spirit 
of giving, these leaders of today and to-
morrow demonstrate the power that 
lies in a commitment to community 
and a desire to do good—tremendous 
good. 

To the students of South Glens Falls, 
I extend my congratulations on an-
other incredible year of giving and my 
heartfelt thanks for filling me with in-
spiration and hope for our collective 
future. 

Go Bulldogs. They are a loving and 
caring inspiration and strength for our 
future. 

f 

b 1930 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURE DAY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise on National Agriculture 
Day to honor all farmers, farmworkers, 
ranchers, fishers, foresters, and agri-
culture workers, all who feed and 
clothe the American people and those 
beyond. Our Nation counts on you, and 
you deliver every single day. 

Mr. Speaker, may I add that there is 
nothing more exciting than seeing the 
iconic blue jacket and FFA emblem 
and, of course, a young person wearing 
it who is interested in agriculture. I 
can attest firsthand to the talent, pas-
sion, and dedication of our young agri-
culture leaders, who are indeed the 
lifeline. 

In North Carolina, agriculture is our 
leading industry and, in the east, a big 
part of our heritage and way of life. 
Agriculture plays a crucial role in 
shaping the future of our region. 

There is no better time than now to 
recognize the significance of our agri-
culture community as we continue cul-
tivating our agriculture leaders of to-
morrow. 

f 

BORROWING PER SECOND 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

LAMALFA). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the 
gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, we 
are going to try to do three things to-
night. 

One, I am going to spend a few min-
utes sort of talking about folklore. I 
have tried this a couple of times. It 
hasn’t worked, but hope springs eter-
nal. I will sort of walk through some of 
the comments you get and try to ex-
plain where reality is, and maybe they 
are bots or maybe they are made up. 
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The second thing, we are going to 

walk through the borrowing numbers 
off of the Treasury’s website so they 
are up to date on what is actually hap-
pening. I need to do it over and over be-
cause I am trying to get this place to 
understand how fast the numbers are 
moving away from us. 

Number three, we are going to do 
some thought experiments. I am going 
to show some ideas in technology that 
actually could fairly substantially 
change the borrowing and debt curve. 

First off, last week, I appreciate that 
Forbes put up on YouTube last week’s 
floor speech. I think now 640,000 people 
have viewed it, which is wonderful. 
However, you then read some of the 
comments, and you accept some of the 
comments are from Russian troll 
farms, Chinese troll farms, or Iranian 
troll farms, or they are bots. It is just 
lunacy. Every once in a while, you get 
the person who says: Why aren’t there 
any people in the Chamber? 

They are not supposed to be here. 
The work of the day is done. Now, we 
do our floor speeches. Some evenings, 
they are still in committee until late 
at night. It is right now—what?—7:30 
here in Washington. 

If they are hanging out here, they 
should be in their offices reading, but 
one of the reasons I do these presen-
tations, is that we are probably on a 
thousand televisions around this cam-
pus right now. Maybe there are some 
staffers who all of a sudden are willing 
to listen to math. Remember our run-
ning joke that this is a math-free zone. 

Second thing, I am going to do this 
because I am tired of people who don’t 
think. Stop being trite. The scale of 
the debt problem is real, and whether 
you are on the left or the right, you 
have to understand the solutions. We 
move our mouths about saying we are 
going to raise taxes on rich people, and 
you get about 11⁄2 percent of GDP, but 
you are borrowing them at 9.6. 

Those of us who want to cut things 
have to be honest. I can find you 11⁄2, 2 
percent of cuts, but if you are bor-
rowing 9.6 percent of GDP, which we 
are this year, you are not really mov-
ing the needle. 

One of the comments, just to under-
stand how absurd and how stupid—ex-
cuse me. That is not fair. I take that 
back. I apologize. 

Please take this seriously. When you 
have the person who says—and maybe 
it was a bot, and you see in the com-
ments 20, 30 times—if you just got rid 
of congressional salaries. We are prob-
ably overpaid for our work product. 

In an entire year, every U.S. Senator, 
every Member of the House, if you get 
rid of their salaries, it would cover 16 
minutes of borrowing in an entire year. 
In a day, it would cover 2.6 seconds of 
borrowing. This is what we call fun 
rhetoric, and it is stupid math. 

When you have someone willing to 
say things like that, it once again 
shows you are not willing to under-
stand the scale that is moving against 
this country. 

Remember, over and over, it is debt 
that has crushed republics, so let’s ac-
tually go through some of the other 
math. Then, there are a number of 
things we are going to go through here, 
just trying to understand how absurd 
what is going on is. 

I grabbed The Economist magazine, a 
wonderful magazine. It is a little lib-
eral, a little European-centric, but you 
see their cover. Their cover is trying to 
make the point that we have actually a 
remarkably healthy economy, consid-
ering all the stupid that has gone on. 
Yet, what does it mean to you when 
magazines like this have covers saying: 
The amazing American economy is 
still growing. 

At the same time, last week I was 
here and told you we were borrowing 
over $95,000 a second. Now, it is no 
longer $95,000. It is, I think, $98,300 a 
second. If we try a little harder, maybe 
we will get over $100,000 a second. 

If you go over the last 365 days, as of 
today, we are borrowing over $98,000 a 
second, and almost every dime of that 
growth in borrowing is interest and dif-
ferent types of healthcare. Yet, when 
you look at these, I keep trying to ex-
plain over and over every dime. 

This is a more updated version. Here 
is what we call discretionary. You see 
there in the blue or purple or whatever 
that color is, about half of that is De-
fense. About half of that is everything 
you think of as government. It is the 
FBI. It is the Park Service. It is every-
thing else other than mandatory 
earned benefits. 

Every dime a Member of Congress 
votes on is borrowed. All Defense is 
borrowed. All discretionary is bor-
rowed. 

Also, we are heading toward a time 
where we may actually see—and this is 
off. If we actually get close to $2.8 tril-
lion and all discretionary is about— 
start thinking that. When you start 
having another $800 billion of Medicare, 
things of that nature, borrowed, 
shouldn’t that actually start to create 
a little sense of stress, of panic? 

Are we going to continue to play the 
game around here where the left lies, 
saying we are going to raise taxes, and 
then we do stupid things like, well, if 
we got rid of foreign aid, yes, it would 
take care of a whole week or so of bor-
rowing. 

What I am asking for is to think with 
a calculator. We have to change poli-
cies in a big-time way to save this 
country, and it is going to be complex. 
It is going to be hard. You are going to 
have to read and understand, but there 
is hope. 

I can show you over and over. I have 
come to this floor and said: If you do 
these things, you can crash the price of 
healthcare. If you adopt these tech-
nologies, you can crash the price of 
this government. 

Yet, these hallways around here are 
full of people who are not here to help 
us cut spending. They are here to actu-
ally help themselves. They want 
money. They want it either to defend 

their bureaucracies or to defend their 
business models, and they use Congress 
as a barrier to entry. 

Let’s walk through some more of 
this. 

One of my other frustrations is how 
you plan. Last May, when we were sup-
posed to be building the 2024 budget, a 
year ago May—and we are going to 
vote on the rest of it this week, which 
shows just how dysfunctional we have 
been, but we have been too busy trying 
to get rid of a Speaker. 

Think of this. In that time, we were 
fighting over $16 billion. We are bor-
rowing about $9 billion a day. We have 
gone how many months, and we never 
got around to actually working on the 
real problems because of the theatrics 
around here. 

The Congressional Budget Office last 
year said that we may only borrow 
$1.744 billion. I like to use gross num-
bers instead of publicly borrowed, and 
over here when you borrow from the 
trust funds, because you have to pay 
them back—and we do pay interest to 
the trust funds—when you borrow out 
of Social Security, borrow out of Medi-
care part A trust fund, when you bor-
row out of Transportation—and we do 
borrow that money right out—it goes 
to Treasury, goes out the door, and 
then we give them Treasury note IOUs 
with interest. 

Then OMB, Office of Management 
and Budget, last June, said that we are 
only going to borrow $1.988 trillion in 
the 2024 fiscal year, and that bottom 
number is just what we have already 
borrowed to date, which, if you work it 
out per month, you are looking at the 
number of $2.8 trillion, $2.9 trillion. 

How do we keep missing the number 
by a trillion dollars? Is that part of the 
scam? Is it part of the game to say that 
we are going to give our number pre-
diction—and that is what all the talk-
ing heads on television, radio, and the 
newspapers and the really diligent 
press around here fixate on because it 
is in their little book and they are not 
paying attention. That first board I 
showed you, you could go onto the 
Treasury’s website and do the math 
yourself and see where we are actually 
at. 

Part of one of the drivers is nothing 
you get to vote on here. It is the con-
tinuation of rising interest rates, so I 
have had to adjust this. Understand, 
today’s 10 years, I think, was at 4.3, so 
this is the blend interest rate, which 
means—let me see if I can make this 
make sense. 

You have a country with about $341⁄2 
trillion of borrowing, but it is really 
closer to $27 trillion, $28 trillion is sold 
to the public. The rest of that is bor-
rowed internally. What is sold to the 
public has a couple of factors on it. It 
is duration. They sold a 6-month. They 
sold a 1-year. They sold a 5-year. They 
sold a 10-year. They sold a 30-year. 
These are bonds. These are notes. 
These are paper. It is just different 
names for the different durations. 
Some were sold years ago when inter-
est rates were basically close to zero. 
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This year, in the 2024 year, with the 

new issuances of bonds because of our 
current borrowing and then the refi-
nancing of old, there is about $10 tril-
lion that gets subject to the new inter-
est rates. As bonds are rolling off, and 
then you saw when we had that 
stressed bond auction—what was it?— 
last November where the market mak-
ers had to buy 24 percent of it, and a 
couple of weeks later, Treasury rolls 
out and says maybe we are just going 
to start selling shorter on the curve be-
cause at least that way we know we 
have the demand, but, yes, we are 
going to pay higher premiums on it. 

Every couple of weeks, we get the 
calculation of what our interest load 
is, and it keeps ticking up on us. I am 
going to show a couple of boards here. 
If you look, interest on outstanding 
debt, the nonnegotiable is the debt in-
ternally. Publicly held is right now 
about 3.259 and may continue to tick 
up as they go shorter on the curve. 

I know this is geeky. If you don’t like 
math, please go watch something else. 
We are selling more and more of our 
debt short because there is demand 
there, but that interest, we are paying 
a premium. Then, you want to know 
why the debt and borrowing keeps 
going up. 

It is about how we are financing. 
What that ends up creating is this situ-
ation here where my predictions—and I 
will take responsibility if I am wrong 
because, understand, my darkness is 
about $800 billion to almost a trillion 
dollars over what our Congressional 
Budget Office says, what Office of Man-
agement and Budget said. So far, I 
have been right. I also look at it every 
single day, where they put a number 
and then several months go by. 

b 1945 

We are right now on track for coming 
in over $2.8 trillion in borrowing. Re-
member, I just showed you an eco-
nomic magazine saying: Isn’t it amaz-
ing how healthy the U.S. economy is? 
How do you borrow close to $3 tril-
lion—that is a gross number that is 
both publicly borrowed and internal 
borrowing—how do you borrow close to 
$3 trillion when the economy is good? 

I need you to think about this be-
cause tax collections are not that far 
off from the historical average. When 
we have had very high marginal rates, 
when we have had very low marginal 
rates, they are always there at about 
17.5 percent, 18.5 percent, sometimes it 
is as high as 19 percent of the economy, 
it comes in as taxes. 

Does this let you know there is some-
thing structural out there? It is the 
dirty little secret that we all know, but 
we are afraid to say because it gets us 
unelected. We tell the truth about 
where the drivers are. 

Mr. Speaker, 100 percent of U.S. bor-
rowing from today through the next 30 
years will be interest, healthcare, and 
Social Security. In 8 or 9 years, when 
the Social Security trust fund is 
emptied out, we have to decide whether 

we will let the immorality of doubling 
senior poverty in America with seniors 
taking a 25 percent cut go on, or do we 
backfill it with general fund revenues? 
If we do that, those three things will be 
100 percent of the borrowing for the 
next 30 years. Everything else is mod-
eled to be pretty flat. As a matter of 
fact, the general fund, as related to dis-
cretionary, actually is going to be 
slightly positive over the 30 years. 

We got old. It is demographics. We 
are not supposed to say that around 
here because we might hurt someone’s 
feelings. I brought the charts here a 
couple weeks ago with the update in 
fertility rates. In 15 years, this country 
has had more deaths than births. 

What are we doing to plan for that? 
What are we doing to plan for the re-
ality that we are heading toward a 
time where we are going to have 2.3, 2.4 
workers for every person in retirement 
on Social Security? 

We know it is coming. It is not a 
black swan. It is what they nicknamed 
a white swan. It means you see it and 
you still don’t do anything about it be-
cause we are too busy knifing each 
other with rhetoric that doesn’t make 
mathematical sense because it is good 
politics. 

And now we have done the updates 
again and our latest update this year is 
no longer fitting just interest in this 
year. I want to say this in a way where 
I get it fairly accurate. Our latest 
model says interest in the 2024 fiscal 
year will be $1.076 trillion. 

When I came here a couple months 
ago and said: We could be heading for 
$1 trillion—I got mocked, even from 
some of my colleagues saying: 
SCHWEIKERT, you have got to stop mak-
ing things up. 

Well, it turns out I am right. 
Mr. Speaker, why don’t we take it se-

riously? We sit here and fight and fight 
over—it is real money we fight over, 
but in the same day, we will spend all 
day fighting over a few million here, 
which is important, and I am fine. I am 
willing to cut these things. However, 
we are picking pennies up off the 
ground as the avalanche is crushing us. 
That same day we fought over those 
millions; we borrowed $9 billion that 
day when we were fighting over mil-
lions. I understand that millions has a 
lot of zeroes. A trillion has 12 zeroes, so 
you can understand the scale. 

I put up this slide just because this is 
our prediction slide, but also to make 
another point. Here is how spending 
will work this year, just so people un-
derstand the hierarchy. 

Social Security, we expect $1.450 tril-
lion to go out the door. This is an 
earned benefit. You worked in Amer-
ica; you paid your FICA tax. If you 
worked your 40 quarters, you maxed 
out, but you earned this. 

The next biggest spend in your gov-
ernment isn’t coming from a running 
tax and trust fund; it is borrowing, in 
both net and gross. The difference 
there, once again, is net is just the in-
terest we pay out the door to people 

who bought our bonds. Gross is also be-
cause we owe interest to Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and all the other 
trust funds. Both are coming in as the 
second biggest expense to the U.S. Gov-
ernment. 

Number three, Medicare. 
Number four is now defense. 
If you and I walked down the street 

and said to someone: Hey, what is the 
number one spend in the U.S. Govern-
ment? What is the number two? Would 
they say interest is the number two ex-
pense of this government? If you think 
interest rates are about to crash down 
to where they were in the last decade, 
remember the last decade was a fan-
tasy. 

If you take a look, if you remove sort 
of the previous decade with the value 
of money manipulation in interest 
rates, if we remove that and look at 
the 35-year average, we are not even 
high enough to be in the 35-year aver-
age yet. The fantasy has to come to an 
end here. This is reality. This is one of 
my continuing frustrations. 

CBO, we try to work with them. They 
do their best. They have to operate 
with the GDP growth they expected, 
that is where Treasury tells them what 
receipts are coming in. We call tax rev-
enue receipts. That is the proper term. 

But over and over, we keep missing 
the numbers. And when you start miss-
ing your numbers by a trillion dollars, 
it makes the job a little trickier when 
the people you rely on, the data you 
rely on—because we missed how high 
interest rates—remember, last October 
everyone was saying that the Fed is 
going to start cutting, and inflation in 
the last 2 months really hasn’t gone 
down. 

This isn’t a non sequitur. We suffer 
inflation because we spent too much 
money. Even the leftwing academic 
studies from last year, which wanted to 
blame the supply chain, had that as 
part of it. Some of them said as much 
as half was supply chain. Some said it 
was only about 40 percent, but supply 
chains are fixed. 

We are a couple years later, how are 
we still running hot again? We are pay-
ing the price for spending money in 
ways that did not actually spike pro-
ductivity. When you subsidize things, 
do you get the most efficient, the 
cheapest, the best way to produce 
them? It doesn’t work that way. 

You need to make it so there is a 
level of competition that the best, fast-
est product and the reinvestment in 
your capital—it is the difference be-
tween supply side and sort of the 
Keynesian investments, and now you 
have seen both. 

You saw the productivity gains with 
the tax reform and now you have seen 
what happened with inflation reduction 
where you got inflation. Now, the last 
2 months, it hasn’t been going down 
the way it is supposed to. So expect 
these interest rates I just showed you 
to continue. 

If you live in my neighborhood, if 
you live in the Scottsdale-Phoenix 
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area, it is a wonderful area. It is abso-
lutely incredibly beautiful this time of 
year. From January 2021 until 2 
months ago, if you are not making 23.6 
percent more, you are poorer today 
than you were in January 2021. You 
want to know why people are cranky? 

Try and understand how many of our 
brothers and sisters around the coun-
try, particularly in the working class, 
are poorer today. In my area, if you are 
not making 23.6 percent more than 
that January 2021 date, you are poorer 
today. 

Look, if you want to go down the rab-
bit hole, part of the idea of stabilizing 
debt—when someone says: We are going 
to go pay it all off. Really? Let’s see, 
the debt basically equals the entire size 
of this economy, just the debt. You are 
going to go pay it off? 

From an economic standpoint, right 
now, be joyful if we could just stabilize 
it. That means the growth of the debt 
can only grow as fast as we are being 
productive as a society, as the growth 
of this economy. 

Right now you have a problem in 2023 
at that time—this is publicly-held 
debt; this isn’t my gross debt—we bor-
rowed $2.6 trillion from the public and 
the estimate is the economy grew 
about $1.5 trillion. But it is that delta 
that kills you. Until you squeeze those 
two back together, so if you only, only 
grow debt at the pace you grow the 
economy, that is stability. Then maybe 
you can get some more discipline, 
adoption of technologies, and better 
ways to do things, and you start to sep-
arate those so you can start to pay 
down that principal because the inter-
est doesn’t buy you anything. 

I am not going to make you have to 
deal with some of these. How do I say 
this nicely? Here is where I hurt peo-
ple’s feelings. 

Remember a moment ago how I was 
trying to explain that the primary 
driver is the U.S. sovereign debt? I 
need to update this board because the 
30-year number was $116 trillion of bor-
rowing and that is from a year or two 
ago. Our best math right now is close 
to $130 trillion of borrowing over the 
next 30 years. 

If you are still a decade from retire-
ment and you think you are going to 
live another 20 years, you have got to 
understand the dystopian level of what 
we are going to have to do to the U.S. 
dollar, to your savings, to those things. 
You don’t think this is going to crush 
your retirement? 

How about me? I accept I am an old 
dad, but I have a 20-month-old and I 
have an 8-year-old, do they deserve to 
have prosperity? Understand, my little 
boy, when he is 23 years old, I believe 
is the number, every U.S. tax has to be 
double what it is today just to cover 
projected spending, and that is baseline 
spending. That is no war, no recession, 
no pandemic, just baseline. 

If any of you plan to be around here 
in 20-some years, are you prepared to 
have your taxes doubled? That is the 
math. I know this is a math-free zone, 

but I am pitching to your self-interest. 
Do you care? 

It doesn’t have to be that way. There 
are solutions. The hard part of this 
board is trying to explain to people 
that 100 percent of the borrowing that 
is coming over the next 30 years is 
Medicare and Social Security—if we 
backfill Social Security when the trust 
fund is gone in 8, 9 years—and interest. 
The rest of the budget actually has a 
slightly positive balance, meaning it 
comes in under its growth curve, un-
derneath the projected receipts. 

Now, we are going to first talk about 
understanding one of the key problems 
in our society. Then we are going to 
see if we can be creative in under-
standing the problem and be disrup-
tive. 

What could we do to have a healthier, 
more prosperous society? First, you 
have got to understand some of the 
things that are wrong here. The U.S. is 
an outlier in disease and disability 
trends. For some reason, we are dra-
matically sicker than much of the rest 
of the industrialized world. It is just 
math. We have the data. 

You are all smart; at least if you are 
punishing yourself enough to watch an 
idiot like me talk, you have got to be 
either interested or not have a life, but 
understand that there is something 
wrong in the U.S. We are sicker than 
much of the rest of the world. The fact 
of the matter is healthcare costs are 
the primary driver of U.S. debt. 

So what are the good things? What 
can we do to disrupt that? 

There are a couple of amazing arti-
cles from a couple years ago. For my 
Democrat colleagues, who tell me how 
important taking on income inequality 
is, they are really interesting abstract 
studies that sort of say: Is it edu-
cation? Yeah, that is a big play. 

It turns out health was actually 
above everything else in the disparity 
of creating income inequality: urban 
poor, Tribal poor in a place like Ari-
zona, and rural poor. 

When diabetes is 33 percent of all of 
our healthcare spend in America, why 
doesn’t this place go nuts in trying to 
fix diabetes? Instead what we did was 
something that is absolutely absurd. 

In the Inflation Reduction Act, they 
took $16 billion and gave it to Big 
Pharma who they complain was 
gouging the price of insulin. At the 
same time, 75 miles from here, there is 
a co-op making three brands of generic 
insulin cheaper than the subsidized 
price. 

b 2000 

Why wouldn’t we take a fraction, a 
fraction, a fraction of that money and 
put it into saying we want competi-
tion, we want everyone battling to give 
us the best product and the best prices? 
I am going to show a weird little tech-
nology just as a part of the thought ex-
periment. 

However, instead, we subsidized. Ex-
cuse me, they subsidized the very Big 
Pharma that they complained about 

was gouging people, and then they 
crushed the competition that was try-
ing to come in cheaper because now 
they can’t compete against the sub-
sidized price. This is the absurdity of 
this place. 

We need more of this. Finally, you 
start to see the curve because of some 
of the breakthroughs in synthetic biol-
ogy. We are going to talk a little bit 
about AI. Artificial intelligence is 
about to have a revolution in bringing 
cures to market dramatically faster, 
dramatically faster. We have actually 
now had the first couple of AI drugs de-
signed to make it through the FDA. 

As you know, 6 weeks ago we had the 
first genetic drug cure sickle cell ane-
mia. Excuse me. Yeah, no, sickle cell. 
What we learned from that technology, 
there is more coming. How do we make 
it possible that it doesn’t take $100 mil-
lion or $1 billion to bring one of these 
drugs to market when we now have the 
ability to crunch data in ways that we 
were never able to do before, to under-
stand efficacy and safety and effective-
ness? 

We could do it by policies. Is that Re-
publican or Democrat or is that just 
sort of joining into this century? 

This is a wonderful chart, trying to 
just point out the capital markets are 
starting to spend money in places to 
cure people. I will argue, one of the 
most moral things we could do and one 
of the most powerful things we could 
do for U.S. sovereign debt, make Amer-
icans much less sick. 

Now, this is where I will get some 
really nasty comments. I have brought 
the charts and the reports and the aca-
demic studies. If diabetes is 33 percent 
of all spending, half of human dis-
eases—so there are 3,000-plus human 
conditions—half of them are related to 
obesity. 

Do we think about things we could do 
in farm policy, in nutrition policy, in 
helping our brothers and sisters live 
better, healthier, more prosperous? An 
ability to join into the labor force, 
maybe family formation, crushing in-
come inequality. 

Is that Republican or Democrat? 
Yes, it will really, really annoy a 

whole bunch of incumbent business 
models that need sick people, but even 
they have souls. We are on the cusp of 
miracles. Why aren’t we doing this? 

Poor health reduces labor force par-
ticipation. This is an absurd chart ex-
cept for the fact, this is from Goldman 
Sachs, and they were just doing this 
thought experiment. 

These semaglutides, I think there is 
a generic one that is going to be here 
in May. There are a couple great arti-
cles if you want to use your favorite 
search engine about some small mol-
ecule versions that will cost dramati-
cally less to make, and they are com-
ing. There is going to be competition, 
the prices are coming down. These are 
these GLP–1s. 

They were just doing the thought ex-
periment of what would happen if all of 
a sudden we started to get healthier as 
a society. 
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Okay, is that Republican or Demo-

crat? 
It would be the most powerful thing 

we could do for U.S. sovereign debt. 
Are we ready to step up and take on 

the armies of lobbyists here who are 
upset with us every time we come up 
with—do you remember when we were 
trying to do telehealth? Before the 
pandemic, telehealth was one of the 
most lobbied-against technologies in 
Washington, D.C. Then the pandemic 
hit, and it turns out people had figured 
out how to work their phones. 

Believe in the American people. Stop 
treating them like children, but also 
stop coddling those who make money 
off of our illnesses. 

Let’s actually take a look. This was 
fascinating. Once again, I want to 
thank Joint Economic Republican staff 
for being willing to go down the rabbit 
hole, talk to the Goldman Sachs econo-
mists, and try to understand how they 
got these numbers. 

The basic pitch here is they were try-
ing to figure out if there was a wider 
use and accessibility for the 
semaglutides, the GLP–1s. These are 
the hormone molecules your gut pro-
duces to tell you that you are full. It 
helped reduce diabetes and helped re-
duce obesity in America. 

It actually had a substantial effect 
on growing the economy. It actually 
increased GDP. It is at least worth 
thinking about. This is the thought ex-
periment portion of this program. 
Think about it. 

If I came to you tomorrow—actually 
today, let’s just do it right now—and 
said I need something from you we 
could roll out, and in the next 6 
months we could have a major effect on 
reducing U.S. spending. 

Okay, I have all sorts of things I 
could cut. I know my brothers and sis-
ters on the left, they would want to 
raise taxes on people, but I need a pol-
icy that could have a major effect. 

We have multiple academic studies 
that make it clear that about 16 per-
cent of U.S. healthcare spending is peo-
ple actually not adhering to their 
drugs. Someone like me, can you be-
lieve I have high blood pressure? As 
long as I take my calcium inhibitor, I 
don’t stroke out. It is a pill that 
costs—in many ways, it is pennies. It 
has been off patent for decades and dec-
ades and decades. I just have to do my 
drug adherence. 

Sixteen percent of U.S. healthcare 
spending is people not adhering to 
their pharmaceutical policy or what-
ever the right way to say that. 

You do realize 16 percent of U.S. 
healthcare spending is close to $600 bil-
lion? What if you cut a third of that? 
What if I came to you and said, hey, we 
can get $200 billion in savings and 
make our brothers and sisters 
healthier and maybe keep a few of 
them from dying? 

It turns out there are crazy, simple, 
little things, like the pill bottle cap 
that just beeps at you if you don’t open 
it in the morning. It is like 99 cents. 

How many of us have a phone that the 
pharmacy, the doctor’s office, however 
you want to do it, could beep at you in 
the morning, hey, remember, it is that 
time, you should really do this. 

It is not the way this place thinks. 
This place thinks about subsidies and 
giveaways. Remember, ObamaCare, the 
ACA was a finance bill. It was who had 
to pay and who got subsidized, and 
then how much Federal money also 
went into subsidizing. It was a financ-
ing package. The Republican alter-
native was a financing package. Medi-
care for All is a financing bill. 

How about the revolution of thought? 
Why don’t we change what we pay by 
making our brothers and sisters 
healthier or maybe curing some 
things? 

This is one of the simplest thought 
experiments I can give you. If U.S. 
healthcare, 16 percent of it is people 
not engaging in adherence, why not 
take that on? 

Is that Republican or Democrat or is 
that just the adoption of technology? 
Is it just trying to be creative? 

Look, there are other quirky things. 
This is more my personal fascination. I 
actually am blessed to have a couple 
staffers who are doing experiments 
with some of the different wearables 
that actually can use the data to help 
them stay healthier, to find out about 
their bodies. The beauty of this is, you 
get data off you for 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, and it starts to tell you 
things. Oh, when I ate that, my body 
didn’t like it. When I slept this way, 
my body did like it. 

These have crashed in price. There 
are even some health insurance compa-
nies now that are working with you, 
asking if you will do a wearable. 

Look, a couple years ago, I came 
here, I had met a material science pro-
fessor who had come up with this 
thing. We always joked; we called it 
the flu kazoo. It was something you 
blew into. It was a breath biopsy. It 
could almost tell you within a couple 
moments if you had a certain type, cat-
egory of virus. It could bang off your 
health records, and then it could order 
you antivirals. 

Would that help us? Would that make 
us healthier? Would that cut down the 
cycle time so you don’t wait in the 
waiting room? 

Yes. Except the problem is, in most 
places that technology would be illegal 
because it would be the algorithm writ-
ing a prescription. Every time I say 
this, I will get someone who says: 
David, we are going to try to run ads 
against you because we make money 
writing prescriptions. 

I am just trying to make America 
healthier, and I am trying to find a 
way to take down the debt so we don’t 
crush ourselves. 

The adoption of technology, if it is as 
accurate—and, statistically, a model 
like that is more accurate than you 
and I can be as humans—why don’t we 
promote it? Why don’t we allow people 
the freedom to take care of themselves 
by using technology? 

All right, now here is a crazy one. I 
am going to do this one just because it 
amused me. Remember how a couple 
minutes ago I was complaining about 
Democrats and the way they ap-
proached insulin because it was a great 
campaign issue, but it was techno-
logically vacuous? 

Here is one: How about if you had 
taken a couple dollars or just actually 
helped this? It turns out, they have 
succeeded at doing a DNA tweak to 
some cattle, and the cattle will 
produce insulin at a fraction, fraction, 
fraction of the price, and you could ac-
tually do different tweaks for different 
types of insulin. 

I am just starting to read the aca-
demic article, but it exists. These are 
quirky solutions. 

When you have debates around here, 
it becomes a debate of give away 
money or give away more money. It is 
not embrace something that disrupts 
and makes people healthier and actu-
ally at the same time doesn’t blow up 
the U.S. debt and deficit. You can be 
moral and also have a fiscal brain 
around here. It just requires some lit-
eracy. 

Maybe along with being a math-free 
zone, we don’t read things. I subscribe 
to a lot of crazy journals, so I come up 
with this stuff. 

I guess my reason for the thought ex-
periment, Mr. Speaker, we are in real 
trouble. There is hope, but the hope 
only works if this body finds some way 
to think differently. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

f 

HONORING FLORIDA’S THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
CAMMACK) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to submit ex-
traneous material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT). Is there objection to the 
request of the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida? 

There was no objection. 
REMEMBERING ALPHONSO LEE GORDON, SR. 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in honor of a beloved and invalu-
able neighbor who will be remembered 
by our community for years to come. 
His name was Alphonso Lee Gordon, 
Sr., affectionately known as Mr. Al. 

Mr. Al passed away unexpectedly last 
year. He was an institution at the Mar-
ion County Board of County Commis-
sioners and a proud Army veteran. He 
loved hosting annual banquets, bring-
ing in cupcakes for coworkers and pro-
viding radio correspondence for emer-
gency telecommunicators and public 
safety agencies during emergencies, in-
cluding hurricanes and severe storms, 
of which Florida is no stranger. 
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He was a friend to all who knew him, 

as he gave so much of himself every 
single day. He was a true public serv-
ant, and his loss came as a shock to ev-
eryone who treasured his friendship. 

Several members of our team worked 
closely with him in Marion County and 
remember him fondly for his smile and 
his helping hand. 

Thank you, Mr. Al, for having served 
our community. The lives you touched 
won’t forget and can never repay your 
hand of friendship. 

b 2015 

HONORING DR. JUAN GILBERT 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

in celebration of Gator Nation’s very 
own Dr. Juan Gilbert. A professor from 
the University of Florida, Dr. Gilbert 
has his Ph.D. in and teaches computer 
science. 

On campus, he leads the Computing 
for Social Good Lab, dedicates time to 
the National Society of Black Engi-
neers, and mentors students. Addition-
ally, he has 17 publications and 40 
awards and distinctions. It is impres-
sive. 

His entire career is decorated with 
outstanding and admirable works, but 
today, there is one milestone in par-
ticular that I would like to recognize. 
Dr. Gilbert was awarded the National 
Medal of Technology and Innovation, 
the highest honor given only to trail-
blazers who have made technological 
advancements for the betterment of 
our Nation and fellow Americans. 

Applauded for his expertise in 
human-centered computing, he is the 
inventor of a universal voting system 
that revolutionized the accessibility 
and reliability of elections around the 
world. 

This honor is a tremendous one, not 
just for Mr. Gilbert but for the entire 
University of Florida community. Go 
Gators. 

I have never been shy about the ac-
complishments of our beloved univer-
sity and the incredible talent that it 
brings to Gainesville and certainly the 
world. This is no exception. 

Thank you, Dr. Gilbert, for your 
commitment to serving our country. 
Go Gators. 

HONORING OLAJUWON WHITE 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor Mr. Olajuwon White, 
Florida’s Third Congressional District 
Veteran of the Year for 2023. 

Mr. White currently serves as the di-
rector of veteran services for Levy 
County, Florida. In this role, he works 
to help veterans with casework related 
to compensation, pension, burial bene-
fits, educational assistance, and so 
much more. 

His career began as a hospital corps-
man in the United States Navy. He cer-
tified as an independent duty corpsman 
and surgical technician. 

Following his military service, Ollie, 
as we like to call him, worked with 
Alachua County as a senior veterans 
claims counselor, working with hun-
dreds of veterans to file claims and 

leading educational sessions for our 
local veterans and their dependents. He 
also has experience working with the 
VA as a field examiner in Tampa. 

Outside of his professional capacity, 
Mr. White works hard to engage vet-
erans in Levy County and the sur-
rounding area, turning what was once a 
quiet area for our heroes into a vibrant 
community where veterans know that 
they will receive the attention and sup-
port that they need at the Federal and 
local levels. 

It was an honor to recognize Ollie in 
our Gainesville district office in Janu-
ary for all of his hard work leading to 
this honor. He is a treasured member of 
our district veteran community and an 
irreplaceable leader in Levy County. 

Congratulations, Ollie. 
RECOGNIZING RODNEY AND LORETTA TYRE 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to recognize two constituents of 
mine, Rodney and Loretta Tyre, the 
owners of T&T BBQ and Southern 
Home Cooking in Jasper, Florida. 

As Hurricane Idalia made its way 
across north-central Florida, thou-
sands of Floridians were left without 
power for days. The small community 
of Jasper, located just a few miles 
south of the Georgia border, is a tight- 
knit community, and, quite frankly, 
when disaster struck, they sprang into 
action. 

The owners of T&T BBQ worked to 
serve the community using a standby 
generator, providing fresh meals to all 
those whose homes and businesses had 
been damaged or lost in the storm. 

They worked out of the kindness of 
their hearts during a time of need for 
many. It is folks like the Tyree family 
who make north-central Florida the 
best place to live, work, play, and raise 
a family. 

Thank you, Rodney and Loretta, for 
everything that you do for our commu-
nity. 

HONORING FULBRIGHT SCHOLAR CALEB 
APPERSON 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge an extraordinary 
student and scholar with ties to Flor-
ida’s Third Congressional District, the 
Gator Nation, Mr. Caleb Apperson. 

Caleb is a recent graduate from the 
University of Illinois and a current 
Fulbright Scholar at the National 
Chengchi University, also known as 
NCCU. 

For his undergraduate degree, he ma-
jored in East Asian languages and cul-
ture, minored in political science, and 
earned a critical language scholarship 
through the Department of State. 

Studying in Mandarin, he is earning 
his graduate degree in international 
law and business to deepen his under-
standing of the cultural, religious, po-
litical, and historical identity of Tai-
wan. 

He dreams of becoming a language 
analyst with our national security 
agencies to facilitate productive con-
versations between the United States 
and Taiwan on the global stage. 

Caleb is using his skills and edu-
cation to become a diplomatic prob-

lem-solver in our ever-modernizing and 
complicated world. 

We are especially proud of his work 
to continue the great relationship be-
tween the United States and Taiwan, 
one of our strongest allies in Asia. 

We will need skilled young men like 
him to serve as leaders, and I am proud 
to have someone with his intellectual 
curiosity and caliber willing to take on 
the challenge. 

Congratulations on your scholarship, 
Caleb, and we look forward to seeing 
all that is ahead in your career of pub-
lic service. 

REMEMBERING CHARLES CHESTNUT III 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in honor of a beloved and invalu-
able neighbor who will always be re-
membered in our community for his 
servant leadership, selflessness, and 
good will to all. 

Charles Chestnut III was a beloved 
husband, father, grandfather, and 
friend. As a young man, he served in 
the U.S. Army and attended Bethune- 
Cookman University and the Eckels 
School of Mortuary Science in Phila-
delphia. 

After returning home to Gainesville, 
he was elected to the Alachua County 
school board and worked for 16 years to 
represent all students and families. 

He was the first Black Alachua Coun-
ty school board member and went on to 
become a commissioner for the Board 
of Alachua County Commissioners. He 
was also recognized as a talented busi-
nessman, operating Chestnut Funeral 
Home for over six decades. 

In addition to his impressive career, 
he led the Alachua County NAACP 
Youth Council and was an active mem-
ber in the Mount Pleasant United 
Methodist Church of Gainesville. 

He was a staunch advocate of civil 
rights, a believer in education, and a 
friend to all who had the privilege of 
knowing him. 

Mr. Chestnut was married to Gaines-
ville City Commissioner Cynthia 
Moore Chestnut for more than 45 years 
and was the father to six children: 
Alachua County Commissioner Charles 
‘‘Chuck’’ Chestnut IV, local business-
man and attorney Christopher Chest-
nut, and daughters Pamela, Janice, 
Tia, and Candace. 

I thank him for his service to our 
country and our community. I am so 
grateful for the example that he set for 
generations to come. He will be missed. 

CONGRATULATING SUSAN CROWLEY 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to thank and congratulate my 
friend Susan Crowley on her retire-
ment from the University of Florida. 

Ms. Crowley retired in January from 
her role as assistant vice president for 
community relations after an impres-
sive 17 years serving the Gator Nation. 

Her efforts to connect Alachua Coun-
ty and the university were felt across 
the last two decades and will undoubt-
edly impact future Gators. 

She has fostered a community of 
service and connection through her two 
signature programs, ‘‘Discovery Break-
fasts,’’ of which I have attended many, 
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and ‘‘Gators Volunteer,’’ also a pro-
gram I have been a part of. These pro-
grams have educated, connected, and 
served our neighbors in the greater 
Gainesville area, connecting UF stu-
dents with surrounding communities. 

Susan also served as a point of con-
tact and liaison between the University 
of Florida, local chambers of com-
merce, and local governments, and has 
spearheaded fundraisers for keystone 
organizations. 

She has helped raise millions of dol-
lars for organizations, including the 
Boys and Girls Club of Northeast Flor-
ida, Florida Wildlife Care, and the 
Lupus Foundation of America. She has 
also spearheaded the UF Campaign for 
Charities, an annual $1 million giving 
effort. 

Susan, your impact has been monu-
mental in bettering the lives of our 
neighbors in north-central Florida. 
Thank you for everything that you 
have done, and we hope that you enjoy 
your well-earned retirement. Of course, 
Go Gators. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOSEPH FRICKS 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor the life and memory of 
Joseph Eugene Fricks of Ocala, Flor-
ida, who passed away in December 2023. 

Joe was a gifted aviator and a treas-
ured family man. During his life, Joe 
had the honor of serving on the flight 
deck and transporting the Presidential 
press corps during the Presidencies of 
Nixon, Ford, Reagan, Bush Sr., and 
Clinton. 

Later in life, Joe proudly flew count-
less American troops home from the 
Middle East while transporting critical 
equipment and supplies. 

Whether it was fundraising by pilot-
ing airplanes at local air shows, trans-
porting the Presidential press corps, or 
volunteering to clean the bathrooms 
every Sunday after Mass at Ocala’s 
Blessed Trinity Church, he continued 
giving until the very end. 

He was considered an expert and an 
authority among his peers, a smiling 
face to his neighbors, a daddy to his 
children, and a loving pa to his grand-
children and great-grandchildren. His 
family, friends, and community miss 
him dearly. 

Joe, you will be sincerely missed. 
Thank you for your service. 

RECOGNIZING UF PROVOST SCOTT ANGLE 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize Dr. Scott Angle, the 
University of Florida’s newest provost, 
appointed by President Ben Sasse. 

An author of over 300 scientific publi-
cations and holder of seven patents, Dr. 
Angle’s knowledge is unparalleled. 

During his time as a professor with 
UF/IFAS, Dr. Angle’s areas of expertise 
included management of natural re-
sources, food sciences, soil sciences, 
and more. 

He most recently served as the senior 
vice president for agriculture and nat-
ural resources before transitioning to 
his role as current provost. 

As vice president of IFAS, he un-
doubtedly made the University of Flor-

ida’s Institute of Food and Agricul-
tural Sciences a center of excellence 
and actively strived to improve the 
education of each and every student. 

In this role, he promised an 
immersive education, and he certainly 
delivered. His mentorship and example 
encouraged students to immerse them-
selves in internships, study abroad ex-
periences, professional internships, 
competitive teams, leadership develop-
ment, the ambassador’s program, and 
the Leadership Institute. 

Of course, a first-rate university like 
UF would only have a first-rate leader 
such as Dr. Scott Angle in the position 
of leadership to guide the next few 
years of this top five public university. 

Congratulations on your new and ex-
citing role at the University of Florida, 
Dr. Angle. It is such an honor to know 
you and to have worked with you over 
the years. I have no doubt that you will 
continue to do amazing things. As al-
ways, it is great to be a Florida Gator. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF WARD SCOTT 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a titan in 
conservative politics and thought in 
north-central Florida, Mr. Ward Scott. 

Ward graduated with a bachelor’s of 
arts in English in 1966 and a master’s of 
education in 1969 from the University 
of Florida. 

After his studies, he became a long- 
time Santa Fe College English instruc-
tor, from 1969 until 2007. He served as 
president of the college senate for mul-
tiple years in the early 2000s. 

He returned to Santa Fe as a pro-
fessor emeritus in 2008 and received the 
Santa Fe Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 2009. 

Ward served the public in a variety of 
ways over the years, including on the 
city of Alachua’s Affordable Housing 
Committee, the Economic Advisory 
Committee, and the Weed and Seed 
Grant Committee. 

He also served on the Alachua Coun-
ty Rural Concerns Advisory Committee 
and, in 2009, as the city of Archer’s in-
terim city manager. 

He was an avid tennis player, skier, 
and supporter of the arts. Most re-
cently, in his retirement, Ward hosted 
the ‘‘Ward Scott Files,’’ a podcast/live 
show that he broadcast on Facebook to 
discuss local, State, and national 
issues. 

I was honored to join his show on a 
number of occasions after my election 
to Congress, and it was always wonder-
ful to talk with him and hear his pas-
sion for our country and the issues that 
mattered the most to him. 

His loss is one that we will feel for a 
long time in our Gainesville commu-
nity, and we send our condolences to 
Ward’s wife, Barbara, and his family. 
His legacy will surely live on with 
those who had the honor of knowing 
him. 

Rest in peace, Ward. We will miss 
you. 

b 2030 

HONORING THE LIFE AND MEMORY OF ROGER 
WEST 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise to honor the life and memory of 
Mr. Roger West, who passed away 
peacefully at home last month. He 
fought against a recent reoccurrence of 
lung cancer with great courage. 

Roger would say that he was a cattle 
rancher his entire life, learning about 
raising cattle from his grandfather in 
Polk County, Florida. He was the first 
in his family to attend college at the 
University of Florida, where he focused 
his studies on the cattle industry and 
agri-science research. 

While at UF, he met fellow Gator 
Ellen from Miami, who would later be-
come his wife. 

Roger earned a bachelor’s and master 
of science in animal science and later 
moved his young family to College Sta-
tion, Texas, to attend Texas A&M Uni-
versity for his PhD in meat science and 
muscle biology. 

The West family then returned to 
Gainesville and UF shortly thereafter 
where Roger taught and did research 
before becoming a professor in 1983. 

After 20 years on the UF faculty, 
Roger retired as a professor emeritus 
in 2003 and spent his retirement doing 
what he loved most: spending time 
with his family and developing his cat-
tle ranch. 

Roger served the ag community in 
Florida with gusto, serving with the 
American Meat Association, the USDA, 
NCBA, the Florida Cattlemen’s Asso-
ciation, and the Florida Farm Bureau. 
He proudly supported FFA and young 
students interested in ranching and ag-
riculture in the Sunshine State. 

Dr. West was an amazing husband, fa-
ther, and friend to so many. I certainly 
considered him a friend of mine. His 
legacy will certainly live on in those 
who had the honor of knowing and 
working alongside him. He will be 
missed. 

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how 
much time I have remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman has 11 minutes remaining. 

RECOGNIZING BLACKWATER RESTAURANT 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Chris and Ania 
Wakeman, the owners of Blackwater 
Restaurant in Yankeetown, Florida. 

Now, for those unfamiliar, 
Yankeetown is a very small town on 
the banks of the Withlacoochee River 
in north Florida. It is pretty rural. 
While it is just a small town to some, 
the Yankeetown community has al-
ways rallied in ways that many cannot 
imagine during times of need. 

Hurricane Idalia was no different. 
Last August, when power was still 

not yet restored and residents were 
working to pick up the pieces and sur-
vey the damage to their homes and 
businesses—heck, while many of their 
homes and businesses were still under-
water—Chris and Ania opened their 
restaurant to anyone who needed a 
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meal or a place to spend time over the 
next couple days. 

While they were in no way obligated 
to serve their community, they stepped 
up to support their neighbors out of the 
kindness of their hearts, expecting 
nothing in return. They demonstrate 
the best of Florida’s Third Congres-
sional District and remind me why I 
am so terribly proud of our region and 
our district, especially our resiliency 
in the face of a natural disaster of this 
magnitude. 

On behalf of Florida’s Third Congres-
sional District, I thank the Wakemans 
for embodying the spirit of service that 
we all strive to represent. We are 
grateful for everything that you do and 
the example that you set for others in 
the Sunshine State. 

HAWTHORNE HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to congratulate the Hawthorne 
Hornets on their State championship 
title in the 2023 Class 1R. With a 22–13 
defeat of Madison County, the Hornets 
took home the top spot in the class. 

The Hornets’ varsity football team 
won 13 games in their season before 
going on to the State tournament 
where they won for a second year in a 
row. 

Their coach, Cornelius Ingram, a pre-
vious football player for the University 
of Florida and the NFL, turned the pro-
gram around for the past few years and 
has led his student athletes to a series 
of impressive wins. In the wise words of 
Vince Lombardi: ‘‘The measure of who 
we are is what we do with what we 
have.’’ 

These young men gave it their abso-
lute best and have made their high 
school, their community, and our Con-
gressional District so incredibly proud 
over these past 2 years. 

Congratulations to the Hawthorne 
Hornets and to Coach Ingram for tak-
ing home the football State champion-
ship. Go Hornets. 

BRADFORD HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to congratulate the Bradford 
Tornadoes on their State qualifying 
football team. 

This varsity football team coached 
by Jamie Rogers won 14 games before 
going on to the State tournament 
where they played their absolute best 
and showed their school spirit. 

Bradford High School and the sur-
rounding community is so proud of this 
football team and their hard work. I 
know I am. 

Congratulations again to this amaz-
ing team of talented young men on an 
outstanding season. Go Tornadoes. 

K9 LEO 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the bravery and her-
oism of downed K9 deputy K9 Leo, a be-
loved member of the Marion County 
Sheriff’s Office. 

K9 Leo was shot on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 17, and died from his injuries on 
Tuesday, February 20. K9 Leo and his 
handler were responding to a battery 

and strangulation call when the sus-
pect at the scene fired shots at K9 Leo 
and other law enforcement officers. 

The Marion County Sheriff’s Office 
transported Leo to the University of 
Florida’s emergency veterinary clinic 
where he was treated, but he ulti-
mately succumbed to his injuries. 

Paying the ultimate price, K9 Leo did 
exactly what he was trained to do: 
serve and protect. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
handler, Corporal Justin Tortora, the 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office, and the 
Ocala and Marion County commu-
nities. 

K9 Leo won’t soon be forgotten, and 
we know that his legacy and superior 
training will be passed on to the next 
generation of law enforcement K9s in 
Marion County and in the Sunshine 
State. 

Rest in peace, K9 Leo. We have got 
the watch. 

THE VILLAGES WOOD SHOP 
Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to thank The Villages’ Wood-
workers Club. 

For over a decade, these carpenters 
have been working to provide their 
community with handcrafted toys and 
other wooden products, including urns 
for our veterans. 

What began as a small group of peo-
ple making Christmas toys for children 
in Florida’s Third Congressional Dis-
trict grew into what is now an organi-
zation of more than 1,400 people mak-
ing more than 6,000 toys a year. 

While these woodworkers deliver 
Christmas joy throughout the holiday 
season, they also play an important 
role during other times of the year out 
of respect for our veterans in need of a 
dignified burial. 

All too often our veterans are forgot-
ten when they return home, and this, 
sadly, is no different when they pass 
away. Inspired to provide beautifully 
made urns for veterans who do not 
have family or the financial means to 
afford funeral costs, our Village car-
penters give veterans a beautiful—and 
a final—resting place. 

The Villages’ Woodworkers Club 
works closely with six cemeteries in 
north central Florida to ensure that 
each cemetery always has 10 urns on 
hand. They have also donated 50 urns 
to the Missing in America Project. 

These patriots have selflessly given 
their time, expertise, and craftsman-
ship to ensure that our veterans are re-
membered and respected. 

I thank them for taking care of our 
own. We certainly are grateful for their 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 38 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 

Wednesday, March 20, 2024, at 10 a.m. 
for morning-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–3471. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, 
Office of Housing, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Indexing Method-
ology for Title I Manufactured Home Loan 
Limits [Docket No.: FR-6207-F-02] (RIN: 2502- 
AJ52) received March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services. 

EC–3472. A letter from the Chairman, Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, trans-
mitting the Corporation’s FY 2022 report ti-
tled ‘‘Preservation and Promotion of Minor-
ity Depository Institutions’’, pursuant to 12 
U.S.C. 1463 note; Public Law 101-73, Sec. 
308(c) (as amended by Public Law 111-203, 
Sec. 367(4)(B)); (124 Stat. 1556); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

EC–3473. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary for Legislation, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting the De-
partment’s Fiscal Year 2020 Report to Con-
gress on Community Services Block Grant 
Discretionary Activities — Community Eco-
nomic Development and Rural Community 
Development Programs; to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce. 

EC–3474. A letter from the Regulatory Pol-
icy Analyst, Regulations and Management 
Staff, FDA, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Frozen Cherry Pie; Rev-
ocation of a Standard of Identity and a 
Standard of Quality [Docket No.: FDA-2020- 
N-1690] (RIN: 0910-AI17) received March 12, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3475. A letter from the Policy Analyst, 
Regulations Policy and Management Staff, 
FDA, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Advisory Committee; Digital 
Health Advisory Committee; Addition to 
List of Standing Committees [Docket No.: 
FDA-2024-N-0017) received March 12, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3476. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standards, Consumer Information; 
Standard Reference Test Tire [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2020-0067] (RIN: 2127-AL92) received 
February 28, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–3477. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.202(b) 
FM Broadcast Stations (Lihue and 
Princeville, Hawaii) [MB Docket No.: 23-209; 
RM-11951; RM-11971] received March 13, 2024, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3478. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(j) 
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Television Broadcast Stations (Greenville, 
South Carolina) [MB Docket No.: 23-406; RM- 
11969] received March 13, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–3479. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.202(b) 
FM Broadcast Stations [MB Docket No.: 23- 
197; RM-11949; RM-11973] received March 13, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–3480. A letter from the Secretary, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting a 
six-month periodic report on the national 
emergency with respect to significant mali-
cious cyber-enabled activities that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13694 of April 1, 
2015, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

EC–3481. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal 
No. DDTC 23-050 Certification of Proposed 
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to 
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–3482. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Glob-
al Magnitsky Sanctions Regulations re-
ceived March 11, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs. 

EC–3483. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting a notification of a designation 
of acting officer and action on nomination, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105- 
277, Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3484. A letter from the Associate Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting a notification of a federal va-
cancy, designation of acting officer, nomina-
tion, and action on nomination, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, Sec. 
151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3485. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel, General Law, Ethics, and Regu-
lation, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting two (2) notifications of a federal va-
cancy and designation of acting officer, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 
Sec. 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3486. A letter from the Board Chairman 
and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Ad-
ministration, transmitting the Administra-
tion’s FY 2023 Federal Information Security 
Modernization Action Report; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3487. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison, Workforce Policy and Innovation, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit-
ting the Office’s final rule — Prevailing Rate 
Systems; North American Industry Classi-
fication System Based Federal Wage System 
Wage Surveys [Docket ID: OPM-2023-0028] 
(RIN: 3206-AO64) received March 12, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3488. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison, Workforce Policy Innovation, Office 
of Personnel Management, transmitting the 
Office’s final rule — Prevailing Rate Sys-
tems; Abolishment of Allegheny, Pennsyl-
vania, as a Nonappropriated Fund Federal 

Wage System Wage Area [Docket ID: OPM- 
2023-0017] (RIN: 3206-AO60) received March 12, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3489. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison, Workforce Policy and Innovation, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit-
ting the Office’s final rule — General Sched-
ule Locality Pay Areas [Docket ID: OPM- 
2023-0009] (RIN: 3206-AO58) received March 12, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3490. A letter from the Federal Register 
Liaison, Workforce Policy and Innovation, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit-
ting the Office’s final rule — Advancing Pay 
Equity in Governmentwide Pay Systems 
[RIN: 3206-AO39] received March 12, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3491. A letter from the Secretary and 
Chief Administrative Officer, Postal Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s FY 2023 No FEAR Act report, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107- 
174, Sec. 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 
109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

EC–3492. A letter from the Fisheries Regu-
lations Specialist, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries-SER, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, transmitting the Ad-
ministration’s final rule — Fisheries of the 
Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan-
tic; Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South 
Atlantic Region; Amendment 51 [Docket No.: 
231127-0277] (RIN: 0648-BM03) received March 
13, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

EC–3493. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone, Illinois 
River MM 165-166, Peoria, IL [USCG-2023- 
0935] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received March 12, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3494. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary interim rule — Safety Zone; La-
guna de Lobina, Culebra, Puerto Rico [Dock-
et Number: USCG-2023-0965] (RIN: 1625-AA00) 
received March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3495. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Ports of 
Los Angeles and Long Beach, San Pedro Bay, 
CA [Docket Number: USCG-2023-0987] (RIN: 
1625-AA00) received March 12, 2024, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3496. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Ohio 
River Mile Markers 2.5-3, Brunot Island, PA 
[Docket Number: USCG-2024-0010] (RIN: 1625- 
AA00) received March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3497. A letter from the Legal yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Little 
Potato Slough, Stockton, CA [Docket Num-

ber: USCG-2024-0070] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re-
ceived March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3498. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulation; Atlantic Intracoastal Wa-
terway, Jupiter, FL [Docket No.: USCG-2023- 
0652] (RIN: 1625-AA09) received March 12, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3499. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Drawbridge Operation Regula-
tion; Saugatuck River, Westport, CT [Docket 
No.: USCG-2022-0518] (RIN: 1625-AA09) re-
ceived March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3500. A letter from the Legal yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Drawbridge Operation Regula-
tion; Housatonic River, Stratford, CT [Dock-
et No.: USCG-2022-0519] (RIN: 1625-AA09) re-
ceived March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3501. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Drawbridge Operation Regula-
tion; Mianus River, Greenwich, CT [Docket 
No.: USCG-2022-0520] (RIN: 1625-AA09) re-
ceived March 12, 2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3502. A letter from the Director, Rule-
making Operations, National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Uniform Procedures for 
State Highway Safety Grant Programs 
[Docket No.: NHTSA-2022-0036] (RIN: 2127- 
AM45) received February 28, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–3503. A letter from the Legal Tech, CG- 
LRA, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Drawbridge Oper-
ation Regulation; Atlantic Intracoastal Wa-
terway, Savannah, GA [Docket No.: USCG- 
2023-0814] (RIN: 1625-AA09) received March 2, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–3504. A letter from the Staff Attorney, 
International Trade Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Procedures and Rules for 
Article 10.12 of the United States-Mexico- 
Canada Agreement [Docket No.: 231127-0278] 
(RIN: 0625-AB20) received March 12, 2024, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 
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Mrs. RODGERS of Washington: Committee 

on Energy and Commerce. H.R. 6185. A bill to 
require coordination among Federal agencies 
on regulatory actions that affect the reliable 
operation of the bulk-power system (Rept. 
118–427). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER: Committee on 
Rules. House Resolution 1085. Resolution 
providing for consideration of the bill (H.R. 
1023) to repeal section 134 of the Clean Air 
Act, relating to the greenhouse gas reduc-
tion fund; providing for consideration of the 
bill (H.R. 1121) to prohibit a moratorium on 
the use of hydraulic fracturing; providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 6009) to re-
quire the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management to withdraw the proposed rule 
relating to fluid mineral leases and leasing 
process, and for other purposes; providing for 
consideration of the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 86) expressing the sense of Con-
gress that a carbon tax would be detrimental 
to the United States economy; providing for 
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 987) 
denouncing the harmful, anti-American en-
ergy policies of the Biden administration, 
and for other purposes; and providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7023) to amend 
section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution 
Control Act to codify certain regulatory pro-
visions relating to nationwide permits for 
dredged or fill material, and for other pur-
poses. (Rept. 118–428). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. JACOBS (for herself and Mr. 
MILLS): 

H.R. 7710. A bill to authorize and encourage 
the United States Agency for International 
Development to pursue a model of locally led 
development and humanitarian response and 
expand engagement with local partners and 
increase its local partner base; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself and Mr. 
BERGMAN): 

H.R. 7711. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to make permanent cer-
tain telehealth flexibilities under the Medi-
care program; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BANKS (for himself and Mr. 
GOOD of Virginia): 

H.R. 7712. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to prohibit an institution 
of higher education that employs unauthor-
ized aliens from receiving funds from Federal 
student assistance or Federal institutional 
aid and to require institutions of higher edu-
cation to participate in the E-Verify Pro-
gram in order to be eligible to participate in 
any program authorized under title IV of 
such Act; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BERGMAN: 
H.R. 7713. A bill to amend title 38, United 

States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit to Congress the an-
nual performance plans for Department of 

Veterans Affairs political appointees; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. CARAVEO (for herself, Mr. 
PAYNE, Ms. STEVENS, and Ms. SE-
WELL): 

H.R. 7714. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, acting 
through the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, to make grants 
to States to increase awareness and edu-
cation for colorectal cancer and improve 
early detection of colorectal cancer in young 
individuals, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7715. A bill to authorize additional 

funding for Food and Drug Administration 
monitoring and prevention of illicit nicotine 
products at ports of entry, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7716. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide for enforce-
ment of standards for reasonable and rel-
evant contract terms and conditions and es-
sential retail pharmacy protections under 
the Medicare program; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7717. A bill to amend title XI of the 

Social Security Act to enhance pharmacy 
benefit manager transparency requirements; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7718. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to assure pharmacy ac-
cess and choice for medicare beneficiaries; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 7719. A bill to provide for the removal 

of abandoned vessels, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services, and Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KEAN of New Jersey (for him-
self and Mr. VAN DREW): 

H.R. 7720. A bill to permit the Byrne JAG 
grant to be used for the purchase of fentanyl 
testing kits and opioid reversal agents; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself, Mr. BOW-
MAN, and Ms. TLAIB): 

H.R. 7721. A bill to direct the heads of cer-
tain Federal agencies to develop and support 
worker-owned cooperative businesses, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Financial Services, and Energy 
and Commerce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. KILMER (for himself and Mr. 
NEWHOUSE): 

H.R. 7722. A bill to establish the Integrated 
Blue Economy and Blue Energy Technologies 

Program, and a Blue Economy Center of Ex-
cellence, to support research and develop-
ment of blue energy technologies; to the 
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. 
LALOTA, Mr. NEGUSE, and Mr. 
OBERNOLTE): 

H.R. 7723. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit the so-
licitation and acceptance of a recurring con-
tribution or donation in a campaign for elec-
tion for Federal office by any method which 
does not require the contributor or donor to 
give affirmative consent to making the con-
tribution or donation on a recurring basis, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

By Ms. LOFGREN: 
H.R. 7724. A bill to establish, under article 

I of the Constitution of the United States, a 
court of record to be known as the United 
States Immigration Courts; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on the Budget, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. MURPHY (for himself, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. NORMAN, Mr. WENSTRUP, 
Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. HARRIS, Mr. 
BABIN, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. JACK-
SON of Texas, Mr. BRECHEEN, Mr. 
SELF, Ms. GREENE of Georgia, Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. MCCOR-
MICK, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, 
Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. ROUZER, Mr. 
LAMBORN, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. WIL-
LIAMS of New York, Mr. VAN DREW, 
Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. TIMMONS, 
Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina, Mr. 
BENTZ, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. VAN 
ORDEN, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. 
HERN, and Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of 
Florida): 

H.R. 7725. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to prohibit graduate med-
ical schools from receiving Federal financial 
assistance if such schools adopt certain poli-
cies and requirements relating to diversity, 
equity, and inclusion; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Ms. NORTON (for herself and Mr. 
CARSON): 

H.R. 7726. A bill to amend chapter 77 of 
title 5, United States Code, to clarify certain 
due process rights of Federal employees serv-
ing in sensitive positions, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mrs. PELTOLA (for herself, Mr. 
BAIRD, Mr. AMODEI, and Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington): 

H.R. 7727. A bill to establish an Ambas-
sador-at-Large for the Arctic Region; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. PERRY (for himself, Mr. MOON-
EY, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. GOOD of Virginia, 
and Mr. OGLES): 

H.R. 7728. A bill to repeal section 115 of the 
Clean Air Act; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER (for him-
self, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. JOYCE of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. MEUSER, Mr. KELLY of 
Pennsylvania, and Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 7729. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to expand eligibility for 
headstones, markers, and burial receptacles 
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to certain individ-
uals who died before November 11, 1998; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 
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By Ms. SPANBERGER (for herself, Mr. 

HUNT, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, and 
Mr. CRENSHAW): 

H.R. 7730. A bill to require a GAO study on 
the sale of illicit drugs online, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
(for himself, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
LANGWORTHY, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 
ALFORD, and Ms. PORTER): 

H.R. 7731. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Education to award grants for new agricul-
tural education programs in secondary 
schools; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN (for himself and 
Mr. BOST): 

H.R. 7732. A bill to amend titles 10 and 38, 
United States Code, to make improvements 
to certain programs for a member nearing 
separation, or for a veteran who recently 
separated, from the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed 
Services, and in addition to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas (for him-
self, Mr. POSEY, Mr. BIGGS, and Mr. 
JOHNSON of South Dakota): 

H.R. 7733. A bill to amend section 236A of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act with 
respect to the requirement to cross reference 
the terrorist screening database; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ALFORD (for himself, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. DAVIS of 
North Carolina, Mr. MANN, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. 
NEWHOUSE, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. POSEY, 
Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, 
Mr. SOTO, Mr. BALDERSON, Mr. BISHOP 
of Georgia, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, 
Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. 
FEENSTRA, Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. BACON, Mr. 
FLOOD, Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. 
WESTERMAN, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, 
Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Ms. PEREZ, 
Mr. DUARTE, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. 
LANGWORTHY, Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. 
SMITH of Missouri, Mr. JOHNSON of 
South Dakota, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-
ida, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. 
BOST, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. NUNN 
of Iowa, Mr. CURTIS, Mr. KEAN of New 
Jersey, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. LUCAS, Mr. 
AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. BAIRD, 
Ms. CRAIG, Mrs. FISCHBACH, Mr. 
ADERHOLT, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. MILLER 
of Ohio, Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. STEIL, Ms. 
CARAVEO, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Mrs. 
HINSON, Mr. LATURNER, Mr. ROUZER, 
Mr. ROSE, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. KUSTOFF, 
Mrs. HOUCHIN, Mr. STEUBE, Ms. 
TOKUDA, and Mrs. HARSHBARGER): 

H. Res. 1086. A resolution expressing sup-
port for the designation of March 19, 2024, as 
‘‘National Agriculture Day’’ and celebrating 
the importance of agriculture as one of the 
most impactful industries in the United 
States; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. COHEN (for himself and Mr. 
WILSON of South Carolina): 

H. Res. 1087. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
any attempt by the President of the Russian 
Federation Vladimir Putin to remain in of-
fice beyond May 7, 2024, shall warrant non-

recognition on the part of the United States; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CORREA: 
H. Res. 1088. A resolution designating ‘‘Na-

tional Zoroastrian Day’’ on the day of the 
vernal equinox of each year; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Ms. 
WILD, and Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia): 

H. Res. 1089. A resolution recognizing the 
seriousness of widespread health care worker 
burnout in the United States and the need to 
strengthen health workforce well-being, and 
expressing support for the designation of 
March 18, 2024, as the inaugural ‘‘Health 
Workforce Well-Being Day of Awareness’’; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. NORTON, and 
Ms. BARRAGÁN): 

H. Res. 1090. A resolution supporting the 
designation of the first week of April as ‘‘Ad-
olescent Immunization Action Week’’ and 
recognizing the importance of encouraging 
vaccination for adolescents and young adults 
to protect against serious illness; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. GRANGER (for herself, Ms. 
DELAURO, and Ms. BALINT): 

H. Res. 1091. A resolution recognizing and 
thanking the Nation’s women’s colleges and 
universities and recognizing March 5 as ‘‘Na-
tional Women’s Colleges and Universities 
Day’’; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. HERN (for himself, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. 
TENNEY, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. FERGUSON, 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. KUSTOFF, Mrs. 
MILLER of West Virginia, Mr. KELLY 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. WENSTRUP, and 
Mr. LAHOOD): 

H. Res. 1092. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of the economic relationship be-
tween the United States and Israel and af-
firming that trade facilitated by the United 
States-Israel Free Trade Agreement is a tool 
to support the economy of Israel during the 
conflict with Hamas; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. LEE of California (for herself, 
Mr. TONKO, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, 
Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, and 
Ms. GARCIA of Texas): 

H. Res. 1093. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of Social Work Month and 
World Social Work Day; to the Committee 
on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. MORELLE: 
H. Res. 1094. A resolution recognizing the 

significance of Sjögren’s as a serious and sys-
temic autoimmune disease and designating 
April as ‘‘Sjögren’s Awareness Month’’; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mrs. MCBATH, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas, and Mr. KIM of New 
Jersey): 

H. Res. 1095. A resolution expressing sup-
port for designation of March 2024 as Music 
in Our Schools Month; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

f 

MEMORIALS 
Under clause 3 of rule XII, 
ML-95. The SPEAKER presented a memo-

rial of the Senate of the State of Nevada, rel-

ative to Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 5, 
urging the expansion of comprehensive car-
diovascular screening programs and direct-
ing the Joint Interim Standing Committee 
on Health and Human services to conduct a 
study concerning such programs and certain 
other matters relating to cardiovascular dis-
ease; which was referred jointly to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Ms. JACOBS: 
H.R. 7710. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To encourage and enable the United States 

Agency for International Development to 
pursue a model of locally led development 
and humanitarian response and expand en-
gagement and partners with local entities. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 7711. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To make permanent Medicare telehealth 

flexibilities 
By Mr. BANKS: 

H.R. 7712. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion, specifically clause 18 (relating to the 
power to make all laws necessary and proper 
for carrying out the powers vested in Con-
gress). 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
illegal immigration 

By Mr. BERGMAN: 
H.R. 7713. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Requires the Secretary of VA to submit to 

Congress the annual performance plans for 
VA political appointees no more than 30 days 
after completion. 

By Ms. CARAVEO: 
H.R. 7714. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Constitutional Authority—Necessary and 

Proper Clause (Art. I, Sec. 8, Clause 18) 
THE U.S. CONSTITUTION 
ARTICLE I, SECTION 8: POWERS OF 

CONGRESS 
CLAUSE 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To authorize the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services, acting through the Director 
of the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, to make grants to States to in-
crease awareness and education for 
colorectal cancer and improve early detec-
tion of colorectal cancer in young individ-
uals, and for other purposes. 
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By Mr. GALLEGO: 

H.R. 7715. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority to enact this 

legislation is provided by Article 1, Section 8 
of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tobacco Control 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7716. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7717. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. GALLEGO: 
H.R. 7718. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle 1, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. GARAMENDI: 
H.R. 7719. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 and Article 4, Section 

3, Clause 2 of the U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide for the removal of abandoned 

vessels, and for other purposes. 
By Mr. KEAN of New Jersey: 

H.R. 7720. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To permit the Byrne JAG grant to be used 

for the purchase of fentanyl testing kits and 
opioid reversal agents. 

By Mr. KHANNA: 
H.R. 7721. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
to promote the development and growth of 

worker-owned cooperative businesses in the 
United States through coordinated federal 
support, including improved access to cap-
ital, technical assistance, education, and re-
lated regulatory reform. 

By Mr. KILMER: 
H.R. 7722. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
energy policy. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
H.R. 7723. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Campaign finance reform 

By Ms. LOFGREN: 
H.R. 7724. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 4 provides Con-
gress with the power to establish a ‘‘uniform 
rule of Naturalization.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is. 
To establish under article I of the Con-

stitution of the United States, a court of 
record to be known as the United States Im-
migration Courts. 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
H.R. 7725. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 

to prohibit graduate medical schools from 
receiving Federal financial assistance if such 
schools adopt certain policies and require-
ments relating to diversity, equity, and in-
clusion. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H.R. 7726. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would clarify certain due process 

rights of federal employees serving in sen-
sitive positions. 

By Mrs. PELTOLA: 
H.R. 7727. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
A bill to establish an Ambassador-at-Large 

for the Arctic Region 
By Mr. PERRY: 

H.R. 7728. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Repeals section 115 of the Clean Air Act. 

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER: 
H.R. 7729. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 38, United States Code, to 

expand eligibility for headstones, markers, 
and burial receptacles under the laws admin-
istered by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to certain individuals who died before No-
vember 11, 1998. 

By Ms. SPANBERGER: 
H.R. 7730. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Target and address the sale of illicit drugs 

online, including fentanyl. 
By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 7731. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S. 

Constitution in that the legislation exercises 
legislative powers granted to Congress by 
that clause ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be 
necessary and proper for carrying into Exe-
cution the foregoing Powers and all other 
Powers vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States or any De-
partment or Office thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
to direct the Secretary of Education to 

award grants for new agricultural education 
programs in secondary schools. 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN: 
H.R. 7732. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 

Article I, Section 8, clause 14 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend titles 10 and 38, United States 

Code, to make improvements to certain pro-
grams for a member nearing separation, or 
for a veteran who recently separated, from 
the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas: 
H.R. 7733. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Requires Customs and Border Patrol 

agents to screen all migrants entering the 
United States against the Federal Terrorist 
Screening Database. CBP must detain mi-
grants until the results are returned which 
determine the individual is not on the ter-
rorism watch list. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 16: Mr. EVANS, Mrs. CHERFILUS- 
MCCORMICK, Mr. BERA, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. SORENSEN, Mr. HIMES, Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ, Ms. SCANLON, and Mr. CARSON. 

H.R. 40: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 130: Mr. BAIRD and Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 191: Mr. CRANE. 
H.R. 234: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 314: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 396: Mr. SCHNEIDER and Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 435: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 549: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 

and Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 802: Mr. FLEISCHMANN and Mr. MORAN. 
H.R. 807: Mrs. STEEL and Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 830: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Mr. 

WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 833: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 856: Mr. GOTTHEIMER and Mrs. NAPOLI-

TANO. 
H.R. 889: Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 953: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 977: Mr. ROY. 
H.R. 982: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 997: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 1015: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 1025: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 1045: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 1065: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 1088: Mr. AMO and Mr. JACKSON of Illi-

nois. 
H.R. 1092: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

and Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 1102: Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. 
H.R. 1139: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 1167: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 1184: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 1255: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 1263: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 1273: Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 1279: Mrs. HOUCHIN. 
H.R. 1293: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 1385: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 1403: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 1407: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 1440: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 1477: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 1513: Mr. WALBERG. 
H.R. 1572: Mr. FLOOD, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. 

SCHIFF, and Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 1631: Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina, 

Mr. BENTZ, and Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.R. 1767: Mr. TAKANO and Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 1770: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. 

GREEN of Tennessee, and Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.R. 1774: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 1784: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 1826: Ms. SALINAS. 
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H.R. 1831: Ms. STANSBURY. 
H.R. 2403: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 2439: Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Mississippi, and Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 2630: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Ms. 

JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 2677: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 2693: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 2742: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI, Mr. 

HORSFORD, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, and Mr. JOYCE of 
Ohio. 

H.R. 2803: Mr. AMO. 
H.R. 2827: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania, Ms. 

MENG, and Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 
H.R. 2828: Mr. TRONE and Ms. MCCLELLAN. 
H.R. 2845: Ms. ESHOO, Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. 

RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 2864: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 2880: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 2889: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 2891: Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. BOWMAN, and 

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
H.R. 2892: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 
H.R. 2897: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 2906: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 2923: Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 2955: Mr. NUNN of Iowa and Mr. 

OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 2966: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 2987: Mr. KIM of New Jersey. 
H.R. 3005: Mr. CASTRO of Texas. 
H.R. 3012: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 3039: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 3046: Ms. SEWELL. 
H.R. 3086: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 3106: Mr. SWALWELL and Mr. GREEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 3113: Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 3170: Ms. ADAMS and Ms. BROWN. 
H.R. 3183: Mr. BERA, Mrs. PELTOLA, and Mr. 

MEEKS. 
H.R. 3239: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 3240: Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 3265: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3333: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 3334: Mrs. BICE, Mr. EZELL, Mr. GUEST, 

and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 3350: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois and Ms. 

ROSS. 
H.R. 3381: Mr. SUOZZI and Mr. NUNN of 

Iowa. 
H.R. 3382: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 3387: Mr. COHEN, Ms. ESCOBAR, and Mr. 

NEGUSE. 
H.R. 3404: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 3413: Mr. SARBANES. 
H.R. 3416: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 3433: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 3470: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 3478: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 3481: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 3497: Mr. BENTZ. 
H.R. 3519: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 3537: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. 
H.R. 3542: Mr. KILMER and Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 3548: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 3576: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. STANTON, and 

Mr. CASAR. 
H.R. 3601: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 3605: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 3606: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 3607: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 3662: Mr. KIM of New Jersey. 
H.R. 3713: Mr. KIM of New Jersey. 
H.R. 3776: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 3869: Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 3910: Mr. GALLAGHER. 
H.R. 3933: Ms. DELBENE, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, 

Ms. CRAIG, Ms. PINGREE, Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER, and Mr. CASTRO of Texas. 

H.R. 3940: Ms. SCHRIER, Ms. STANSBURY, 
Mr. THANEDAR, and Ms. KELLY of Illinois. 

H.R. 3949: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 
H.R. 3951: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 3970: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 4035: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4050: Mrs. TORRES of California. 

H.R. 4052: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 4070: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 4115: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 4148: Mr. SUOZZI and Mr. MCHENRY. 
H.R. 4157: Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. PETERS, Ms. 

PINGREE, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, 
and Mr. YAKYM. 

H.R. 4189: Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr. YAKYM, and Mr. 
VALADAO. 

H.R. 4202: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 4217: Mr. VALADAO and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4249: Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 4303: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY and Mr. CASAR. 
H.R. 4334: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4335: Mr. BERA, Mr. MOORE of Ala-

bama, Ms. MENG, and Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 4340: Ms. WILD and Mr. GREEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 4352: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 4363: Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 4392: Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 4438: Mr. LAWLER and Mr. WILLIAMS of 

New York. 
H.R. 4456: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 4519: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 4588: Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 4713: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 
H.R. 4752: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 4769: Mr. PANETTA, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. 

HUFFMAN, and Mr. KHANNA. 
H.R. 4794: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 4817: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 4840: Mr. RASKIN. 
H.R. 4858: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 4878: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 4896: Mr. LATURNER. 
H.R. 4907: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 4966: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4978: Mr. SCHIFF and Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 4979: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5012: Mr. DUNN of Florida, Ms. SCHA-

KOWSKY, and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 5077: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5084: Mr. GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 5138: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 5141: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 5163: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. BACON, 

and Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. 
H.R. 5182: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 5245: Ms. TITUS and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 5294: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 5403: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 5419: Mr. ALFORD and Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 5443: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 5507: Mr. CRANE. 
H.R. 5547: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska, Mr. 

MEUSER, and Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 5569: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 5572: Mr. SMITH of Washington. 
H.R. 5577: Mr. CRANE and Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 5604: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 5611: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 5658: Mr. NADLER and Mr. LATURNER. 
H.R. 5683: Mr. AMO and Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 5707: Ms. SÁNCHEZ and Mr. CAREY. 
H.R. 5761: Ms. VAN DUYNE and Mr. MOORE 

of Utah. 
H.R. 5800: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H.R. 5813: Mr. CASTEN. 
H.R. 5827: Mr. LYNCH. 
H.R. 5854: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 5855: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 5934: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 5979: Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 
H.R. 5985: Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California 

and Mr. CALVERT. 
H.R. 5995: Ms. STRICKLAND. 
H.R. 6003: Ms. MCCOLLUM and Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 6013: Mr. SARBANES. 
H.R. 6031: Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 6049: Ms. SCHRIER, Mr. MOULTON, Mr. 

VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas, and Mr. SCOTT 
FRANKLIN of Florida. 

H.R. 6090: Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 6094: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 6097: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 6201: Mr. SOTO, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. 

LAWLER, Ms. WILD, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. 

SMITH of Missouri, Mr. HUNT, Mr. SESSIONS, 
Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, and Mr. 
LATURNER. 

H.R. 6203: Ms. GARCIA of Texas and Ms. 
STRICKLAND. 

H.R. 6221: Mr. MULLIN and Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN. 

H.R. 6284: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 
H.R. 6288: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 6306: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr. 

BAIRD, Mr. D’ESPOSITO, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. 
NUNN of Iowa, Mr. DONALDS, and Mr. TONY 
GONZALES of Texas. 

H.R. 6311: Mrs. MCBATH and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 6318: Mr. THANEDAR. 
H.R. 6342: Ms. LEE of Florida. 
H.R. 6377: Mr. MORELLE, Mr. BOYLE of 

Pennsylvania, and Ms. JACOBS. 
H.R. 6414: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 6438: Mr. SUOZZI. 
H.R. 6490: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 6492: Mrs. RODGERS of Washington and 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 6551: Mr. LANGWORTHY and Mr. WIL-

LIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 6555: Mr. LAHOOD, Mr. THOMPSON of 

Pennsylvania, and Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 6600: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 6610: Ms. NORTON, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-

ESTER, and Mr. LALOTA. 
H.R. 6618: Ms. WILD, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-

vania, Ms. NORTON, Mr. FROST, Ms. PORTER, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. STANTON, Ms. OCASIO- 
CORTEZ, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. CASAR, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. LEE of California, Mrs. RA-
MIREZ, and Ms. GARCIA of Texas. 

H.R. 6652: Mr. TRONE and Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ. 

H.R. 6696: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 6698: Ms. SCHRIER. 
H.R. 6720: Mrs. HAYES and Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 6727: Mr. WALTZ and Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 6756: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 6814: Mr. DONALDS. 
H.R. 6830: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 6831: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 
H.R. 6929: Mr. BERA, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. MAT-

SUI, Ms. KUSTER, and Mr. JACKSON of North 
Carolina. 

H.R. 6951: Mr. TIMMONS. 
H.R. 7007: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 7046: Mr. FLOOD. 
H.R. 7055: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas and Mr. 

LATURNER. 
H.R. 7073: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 7082: Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 7085: Mr. WENSTRUP. 
H.R. 7101: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 7108: Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. PANETTA, 

and Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 7119: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mr. KIM of New 

Jersey, and Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 7130: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 7131: Mr. BAIRD and Mrs. MILLER- 

MEEKS. 
H.R. 7137: Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. 
H.R. 7138: Mr. SMITH of Washington, Mr. 

MCGOVERN, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 7142: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 7145: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Mr. 

CASTEN. 
H.R. 7149: Ms. PETTERSEN and Mr. SMITH of 

Nebraska. 
H.R. 7152: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 7165: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 7170: Mr. BENTZ. 
H.R. 7187: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 7198: Ms. HAGEMAN. 
H.R. 7202: Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 7203: Mr. D’ESPOSITO and Mr. CASE. 
H.R. 7218: Mr. TORRES of New York. 
H.R. 7227: Mr. NADLER and Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 7248: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 7251: Mr. BACON. 
H.R. 7257: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. KELLY 

of Pennsylvania, and Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 7288: Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. GOLDMAN of 

New York, and Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
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H.R. 7297: Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. MANN, 

and Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 7333: Mr. KILDEE. 
H.R. 7342: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 7346: Mr. MULLIN and Mr. HUFFMAN. 
H.R. 7365: Mr. CROW. 
H.R. 7366: Mr. FLOOD. 
H.R. 7373: Mr. GALLAGHER and Mrs. 

TRAHAN. 
H.R. 7374: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr. 

GREEN of Texas. 
H.R. 7384: Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 7397: Mr. CLEAVER and Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 7455: Mr. GUTHRIE. 
H.R. 7457: Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. WASSERMAN 

SCHULTZ, and Mr. MOULTON. 
H.R. 7468: Mr. ALFORD and Ms. JACKSON 

LEE. 
H.R. 7469: Mr. DELUZIO. 
H.R. 7470: Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
H.R. 7513: Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota, 

Mr. GOLDEN of Maine, and Mr. DUNCAN. 
H.R. 7516: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7525: Mr. KILMER, Mr. DAVIS of North 

Carolina, and Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 7543: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 7546: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 7559: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 7565: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 7580: Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 7581: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 7597: Ms. ROSS, Mr. NADLER, and Mr. 

VALADAO. 
H.R. 7600: Mr. AMO, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. 

SMITH of Washington, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
COSTA, and Ms. TLAIB. 

H.R. 7625: Mr. ESPAILLAT. 
H.R. 7627: Mrs. BEATTY. 

H.R. 7629: Mr. RYAN, Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr. 
D’ESPOSITO. 

H.R. 7631: Mr. BURLISON. 
H.R. 7633: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 7634: Mr. MULLIN and Mr. CASTRO of 

Texas. 
H.R. 7660: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 7661: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 7663: Mr. ELLZEY and Ms. HOYLE of Or-

egon. 
H.R. 7667: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 7676: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois and Mr. 

COHEN. 
H.R. 7677: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 7683: Mr. OWENS and Mr. WILSON of 

South Carolina. 
H.R. 7698: Ms. ESCOBAR and Mr. KIM of New 

Jersey. 
H.R. 7700: Mr. LATTA and Mr. D’ESPOSITO. 
H.R. 7701: Mr. KEATING and Mr. LAWLER. 
H.J. Res. 18: Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.J. Res. 37: Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina. 
H.J. Res. 116: Mr. JAMES and Mr. BIGGS. 
H.J. Res. 117: Mr. ROUZER, Mr. MOOLENAAR, 

Mr. MEUSER, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. CARTER of Geor-
gia, Mr. FERGUSON, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr. 
CISCOMANI, Mr. GUTHRIE, Mr. GROTHMAN, and 
Mr. SELF. 

H. Con. Res. 31: Ms. NORTON. 
H. Con. Res. 42: Ms. NORTON. 
H. Con. Res. 86: Ms. TENNEY, Mr. CRANE, 

Mrs. BICE, Mr. FINSTAD, Mr. PENCE, Mr. 
PALMER, Mr. DONALDS, and Mrs. HOUCHIN. 

H. Con. Res. 95: Ms. BUSH and Ms. MANNING. 
H. Res. 149: Mr. COSTA and Mr. LALOTA. 
H. Res. 237: Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. 
H. Res. 389: Ms. CROCKETT. 
H. Res. 434: Ms. CROCKETT. 

H. Res. 481: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H. Res. 561: Mr. PAYNE. 
H. Res. 643: Mr. CASE. 
H. Res. 735: Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr. AMO, Ms. 

CROCKETT, and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H. Res. 738: Ms. PLASKETT. 
H. Res. 861: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. AMO, and 

Mr. LAWLER. 
H. Res. 901: Mr. SHERMAN. 
H. Res. 904: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 

KELLY of Illinois, Ms. TITUS, Mr. LAWLER, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. BALINT, and Mr. 
THANEDAR. 

H. Res. 990: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H. Res. 1037: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H. Res. 1050: Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H. Res. 1063: Mr. CARTER of Georgia and 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H. Res. 1072: Ms. LEE of California, Ms. 

NORTON, and Ms. TOKUDA. 
H. Res. 1079: Mr. SWALWELL. 
H. Res. 1080: Mr. LAWLER. 
H. Res. 1084: Mr. LIEU, Mr. LAWLER, Ms. 

TITUS, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr. KEATING. 

f 

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows: 

H.R. 1139: Ms. MACE. 
H. Res. 1068: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, 

Mr. VARGAS, Ms. WILD, Mr. SCHIFF, and Mr. 
LEVIN. 
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