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RECOGNIZING DR. JULIE GAFNEY 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, as 
a celebration of Women’s History Month, I 
want to highlight the work and life of Dr. Julie 
Gafney. She has pushed both inclusive and 
equitable learning environments as well as en-
vironmental justice forward by leaps and 
bounds throughout her long career in both 
public policy and higher education. 

Dr. Gafney began her own educational jour-
ney at Tufts University and earned a Bach-
elor’s in English Language and Literature. She 
then enrolled in the prestigious University of 
Chicago to pursue a Master’s in Comparative 
Literature, and later completed her doctorate 
in English Language and Literature at The City 
University of New York. Dr. Gafney would later 
return to the University of Chicago to serve as 
a Project Manager for the Dean of Students 
and served as both an Adjunct Professor and 
later as a Senior Advisor to the President at 
the City University. Dr. Gafney has spent 
much of her life in higher education as both a 
student and administrator, making her work 
uniquely situated to bridge gaps in educational 
access. 

Dr. Gafney currently serves as the Assistant 
Vice President for Strategic Mission Initiatives 
at Fordham University, where she also teach-
es in the English department. Dr. Gafney and 
her team plan to soon launch the Bronx Re-
search Institute for Community Solutions, a 
public think tank dedicated to leveraging high-
er education as a means for effecting change 
in the Bronx through partnerships with local 
policymakers and community leaders. Dr. 
Grande has also spearheaded many of 
Fordham’s environmental justice initiatives and 
serves as the Chair of Fordham’s Sustain-
ability Council. Her work in sustainable devel-
opment led to her role as the Thriving Com-
munities Grantmaker Project Lead and Prin-
cipal Investigator, where she spearheads 
Fordham’s newly acquired $50 million dollar 
grant program that will focus on environmental 
justice across New York, Puerto Rico, and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands. 

In addition to her role as Assistant Vice 
President for Strategic Mission Initiatives, Dr. 
Gafney is also the Executive Director of the 
Center for Community Engaged Learning 
(CCEL) at Fordham University. She focuses 
on student success, faculty development, and 
enhancing the University’s levels of engage-
ment within its own community, as well as with 
the wider Bronx and New York. 

Dr. Gafney is proudly recognized as a 
changemaker and pioneer, and her work will 
continue to inspire others to greater heights. I 
know that her work, especially the grant maker 
program, will be extremely transformative for 
so many communities across the region. 

RECOGNIZING THE 2023 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY DESIGN AND ENVIRON-
MENTAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD-
EES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the recipients of the 2023 Fairfax 
County Design and Environmental Achieve-
ment Awards. 

This annual event celebrates Environmental 
Excellence awardees, Friends of Trees award-
ees, as well as James M. Scott Exceptional 
Design awardees. Each of these three awards 
celebrate dedicated individuals, county em-
ployees, and organizations or businesses who 
have made a lasting impact in our community. 

The Environmental Excellence Awards rec-
ognize individual county residents, county em-
ployees, and organizations or businesses who 
advance or support the county’s environmental 
goals and policies, dedicate personal time and 
expertise beyond their normal fiscal and civic 
responsibilities, and demonstrate leadership 
within the community. It is with great pride that 
I include in the RECORD the names of the fol-
lowing: 

Individual County Resident Category: Mei 
Torrey, Langley High School 

County Employee Category: Craig Carinci, 
Director of Department of Public Works and 
Environmental Services, Stormwater Planning 
Division (retired); Joseph Gorney, Principal 
Environmental Planner with the Department of 
Planning and Development, Environmental 
Policy and Plan Development Branch; Hugh 
Whitehead, Urban Forest Management Divi-
sion (retired) 

Organization and Business Category: 
Trace—The Zero Waste Store, Vienna; 
Montebello Condominium Unit Owners Asso-
ciation, Grounds Committee 

Since 1999, the Friends of Trees Awards 
have highlighted exceptional, outstanding, and 
innovative tree conservation actions in Fairfax 
County that meet one or more criteria: to pro-
tect and preserve existing trees and associ-
ated habitats, to increase the urban tree can-
opy and its related habitats, to educate and in-
spire people to plant more trees and properly 
maintain them, and to convey an under-
standing of the value and benefits of trees. It 
is with great pride that I include in the RECORD 
the names of the following recipients: 

Individual County Resident Category: Steve 
Lagerfeld, McLean Trees Foundation; Jim 
McGlone, Virginia Department of Forestry (re-
tired); Bob Vickers, Tree Commission 

Non-profit Citizens Group Category: McLean 
Citizens Association, Environment, Parks and 
Recreation Committee 

Non-profit Business Category: Inova Health 
Systems Office of Sustainability 

Schools Category: Fairhill Elementary 
School, FCPS; Liberty Middle School, FCPS 

Development Awardee: Kaiser Foundation 
Health Plan of the Mid-Atlantic States 

Established in 1984, the James M. Scott Ex-
ceptional Design Awards recognize achieve-
ment in the total design of a building and its 
site. The awards aim to raise awareness of 
outstanding planning and design projects 
among design professionals and the general 
public. It is with great pride that I include in 
the RECORD the names of the following recipi-
ents: 

Honor Award: G+G House, Robert M. 
Gurney, FAIA, Architect; Capital One Hall, 
HGA, Architect 

Merit Award: Spring Mill House, Robert M. 
Gurney, FAIA, Architect; The Residence at 
Colvin Run, Architecture, Incorporated 

Honorable Mention: 1800 Tysons Amenity, 
WDG Interior Architecture; Lorton Community 
Center and Library, Grimm + Parker Archi-
tects; The Crossroads Building at the Langley 
School, CGS Architects 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the 2023 Fairfax 
County Design and Environmental Achieve-
ment awardees and thank them for their im-
pact on our community. Their efforts, which 
are deserving of our highest praise, provide 
immeasurable benefits to their fellow residents 
and serve as a reminder of why Fairfax Coun-
ty remains such a great place to live, work, 
and raise a family. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in applauding this group of remarkable citi-
zens. 

f 

HONORING MARY ESTHER 
RODRIGUEZ 

HON. JOAQUIN CASTRO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. CASTRO of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor to recognize the life and legacy of 
Mary Esther Rodriguez, who passed away on 
Sunday, March 10, 2024, in the town of 
Losoya, Texas. 

Mary Esther Rodriguez was born October 4, 
1944, in San Antonio, Texas. The oldest of ten 
children, she was a devoted wife, mother, and 
community servant who enjoyed volunteering 
her time to help those in need. 

As a young woman right out of high school 
she began working as a nurse’s aide at the 
San Antonio State Hospital and later focused 
her energy as a Home Health Aide for the sick 
and elderly. 

A woman of deep faith she began teaching 
religious education at 19 years of age and 
eventually became the Director of Religious 
Education at El Carmen Catholic Church in 
Losoya. She was moved to instill and 
strengthen the role of faith in the lives of chil-
dren in the same manner that faith guided her 
life. 

An active member of The Ladies of Charity 
of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, she 
lived by their motto ‘‘to serve rather than be 
served, in humility, simplicity and charity.’’ As 
a member she visited parishioners in nursing 
homes and the homebound, offering assist-
ance to the poor in the community. She 
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helped run their community service programs 
including the thrift store and wellness center. 

She leaves behind her husband, Ramon 
Rodriguez, a veteran of the U.S. Air Force, 
whom she shared a life of love, joy, and many 
blessings over more than 57 years. She will 
be remembered by her daughters Rosalinda 
and Elizabeth, her sons-in-law Henry Macias 
and Estuardo Rodriguez and her most treas-
ured grandchildren, Maria Isabella, Valencia 
Lael, Nicolas, Fidel, Abram, and Emilio. She 
will forever remain the heart of the Rodriguez 
family and serve as an unyielding call to char-
ity and service for those she leaves behind. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JENNIFER 
BERNSTEIN 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to recognize the work of Jennifer Bern-
stein during this Women’s History Month. Jen-
nifer is a distinguished leader renowned for 
her exceptional management prowess and 
commitment to philanthropy within the realms 
of culture, education, and environmental advo-
cacy. As the CEO and William C. Steere Sr. 
President of the esteemed New York Botanical 
Garden, she has orchestrated transformative 
initiatives that underscore her visionary leader-
ship. 

Upon assuming her role in 2021, Jennifer 
spearheaded the launch of a groundbreaking 
master site planning process, resulting in the 
formulation of ‘‘Branching Out: A Strategic 
Plan for 2024–2030.’’ This blueprint, which 
was ratified by the Board of Trustees in No-
vember 2023, charts a course for the Gar-
den’s evolution by revitalizing over 100 acres 
of its property, reinforcing its stature as a glob-
al scientific hub, and enriching programs dedi-
cated to empowering the Bronx community. 

Jennifer’s deep-rooted passion for environ-
mental conservation drew her to NYBG, with 
its rich legacy of plant research and preserva-
tion. Prior to her tenure at the Garden, she 
served as the Chief Development Officer and 
interim Chief Operations Officer at the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. At NYBG, she 
champions the institution’s mission to educate 
others on the pivotal role of plants in sus-
taining a vibrant ecosystem and nurturing a 
healthier planet. 

Jennifer’s dedication extends beyond her 
professional career, as evidenced by her ac-
tive involvement in organizations such as the 
Women’s Forum of New York and the board 
of the City University of New York’s Lehman 
College Foundation. Earlier in her career, she 
honed her fundraising abilities in leadership 
roles at institutions such as Pace University, 
Playwrights Horizon, and Roundabout Theatre. 
Her impressive resume exemplifies commit-
ment to leveraging expertise in fundraising 
and board development to effect positive 
change on the cultural, educational, and envi-
ronmental landscape of New York City and 
beyond. 

I would like to wish her continued success 
at the NYBG and am excited to see all the 
projects and programs she successfully leads 
at the garden. 

RECOGNIZING INGLEWOOD BAP-
TIST CHURCH’S 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. ANDREW OGLES 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I honor Inglewood Baptist Church in 
Nashville as it celebrates its 100th anniver-
sary. 

First meeting on November 18, 1923, 
Inglewood Baptist was officially ‘‘called to 
order’’ on March 18th the following year. In the 
late 1920’s, its congregation moved to its cur-
rent location on Gallatin Road, meeting in a 
basement auditorium on the site where it still 
meets today. Its seventh and current pastor, 
Dr. Kevin Shrum, has shepherded his commu-
nity since 1995. 

Existing to ‘‘make known the Glory of God 
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,’’ Inglewood 
Baptist seeks to edify believers in their per-
sonal and saving relationship with their Lord. 
Over the past century it has continued to grow 
and build its community, completing its current 
auditorium in 1948 and finishing a four-story 
educational complex in 1955. In addition to its 
other ministries; it has instituted the Allegro 
School of Music, which provides an oppor-
tunity for music education and skill develop-
ment for those living in the Nashville area. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Inglewood Baptist Church on its 100th 
anniversary and wishing it well as it starts its 
second century as a congregation. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF MIKE WAGNER 
OF SILER CITY, NORTH CARO-
LINA FOR HIS MANY YEARS OF 
DEDICATED SERVICE 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate Chief Mike Wag-
ner on his retirement from the Siler City Police 
Department and to honor his years of faithful 
service to the people of Chatham County, 
North Carolina. 

Wagner began his career in law enforce-
ment with the Albemarle County Police De-
partment, in Albemarle County, Virginia in 
1991, retiring on May 31, 2019, after 28 years 
of service. Subsequently, Wagner was ap-
pointed Chief of Police for Siler City, North 
Carolina on June 3rd, 2019, a position he has 
held up until this day. While serving as chief, 
Wagner served on the Board of Directors for 
the Chatham Outreach Alliance (CORA) and 
remains a member of the Chatham Juvenile 
Crime Prevention Council and Chairman of the 
Animal Appeals Board. 

Wagner has earned numerous degrees and 
academic accolades over the course of his ca-
reer. Some of these include an associate de-
gree in Police Science from Piedmont Virginia 
Community College, a bachelor’s degree in 
Criminal Justice from Bluefield College, a 
Master’s Degree from Liberty University along 
with various leadership credentials from such 
institutions as the University of Louisville and 
at the University of Richmond. 

On top of this, Wagner served honorably in 
our nation’s military. He is a veteran with 13 
years of service in the United States Army and 
the Virginia Army National Guard. During his 
time in the service, he was deployed overseas 
as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom in 2010. 

Chief Wagner is a dedicated public servant, 
husband, father, and patriot. I know I speak 
for the whole community when I wish him well 
in this next chapter of his life. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating Mike Wagner on his retirement and 
thanking him for his many years of dedicated 
service to both our state and country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SPRING GARDEN 
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL TEAM WIN-
NING THE AHSAA 1A STATE 
TITLE 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the Spring Garden 
High School Girls Basketball Team for winning 
the AHSAA 1A State Title for the second time. 

On February 29th, the Spring Garden Pan-
thers beat Marion County 63–31 to secure 
their title win. The game was played at Legacy 
Arena in Birmingham. 

The Spring Garden girls have won back-to- 
back state titles just like they did in 2004 and 
2005. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating Coach Ricky Austin, the Spring Garden 
Girls Basketball team, students, faculty and all 
the fans. Go Panthers. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DENISE ROSARIO 
ADUSEI 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, as 
we celebrate Women’s History Month, I want 
to honor some of the amazing and powerful 
women who live and work in the Bronx. 
Women like Denise Rosario Adusei, the Exec-
utive Director of the Bronx Children’s Museum. 
Denise has left an indelible mark on the Bronx 
and in the greater New York area since begin-
ning her journey in social entrepreneurship, 
authorship, and early childhood education 
leadership. Armed with a Master of Business 
Administration from Columbia Business School 
and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Brown 
University, she embarked on a journey in-
spired by a fervent desire to foster the growth 
of future generations. She assumed leadership 
of the Children’s Museum in 2023 and has 
since spearheaded efforts to provide inclusive 
learning opportunities for Bronx children and 
families centered around transformative arts 
and science programs. 

Prior to joining the Children’s Museum, Di-
rector Adusei founded the Peartree Preschool 
in Harlem, which stands as a testament to her 
dedication to innovative and collaborative edu-
cation for children in New York City. Over the 
past twelve years, her initiative has aided the 
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educational and emotional development of 
more than 1,500 students, as well as provided 
over 58 million dollars in tuition assistance for 
families pursuing education with private, com-
petitive programs. Director Adusei’s influence 
has also extended beyond the classroom: her 
work as an author and creative have led to the 
founding of Latinx Pitch and Black Creators 
HQ, a platform that provides resources and 
support for Black and Latinx authors and illus-
trators looking to bring diversity into children’s 
literature. She is also a published author, with 
many of her books highlighting parts of her 
own identity and experience. Director Adusei’s 
initiatives amplify underrepresented voices and 
have helped positively shape the world of chil-
dren’s literature. 

Denise Rosario Adusei’s life is a testament 
to the transformative power of community, 
education, and cultural heritage. Her multi-
faceted background and educational pedigree 
serve as the bedrock for her remarkable ca-
reer, and her dedication to building up com-
munity around the youth has shaped many 
young lives. I am thrilled she is part of the 
Bronx community and am excited to continue 
watching her amazing work. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIGADIER 
GENERAL FRED A. HOCKETT, JR. 

HON. SHRI THANEDAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. THANEDAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Colonel Promotable Fred A. 
Hockett, Jr., a constituent of Michigan’s 13th 
District, on his promotion to Brigadier General 
in the United States Army Reserve. 

His military career started in 1987 as an 
Army Reserve Infantryman with the 70th Divi-
sion. He later transitioned to active duty with 
the 4th Infantry Division at Ft. Carson, Colo-
rado. After attending the United States Military 
Academy Prep School and the United States 
Military Academy at West Point, he was com-
missioned as a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. 
Serving in various leadership, command, and 
staff positions, he currently serves as the Dep-
uty Commanding Officer for Support for the 
U.S. Army Recruiting Command, Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. 

Colonel Promotable Hockett has been rec-
ognized for distinguished performance of duty 
that represents exemplary achievement in the 
finest traditions of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Throughout his career, his leadership has 
positively impacted the lives of countless serv-
ice members. There is no doubt that his serv-
ice and achievements will have a lasting im-
pact on the Army’s future ability to protect and 
defend the freedoms guaranteed by the United 
States Constitution. I am humbled to offer him 
the thanks and congratulations of a grateful 
Nation. 

WAKING UP TO THE IMPORTANCE 
OF SLEEP FOR MENTAL HEALTH 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, as our nation 
confronts political chaos, the civilizational 
emergency of climate change, and existential 
threats to our democracy, I have found myself 
unable to sleep. This is an experience that it 
turns out I share with millions of Americans. 
The Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion have found that more than one third of all 
adults in the United States sleep fewer than 
the clinically recommended seven hours per 
night. As we mark Sleep Awareness Week, 
recognized this year by the National Sleep 
Foundation between March 10–16, we must 
elevate the importance of sleep health to our 
mental and physical health and confront the 
sleep disparities that closely correspond to ra-
cial and socioeconomic inequalities. 

Sleep quality, it turns out, has been causally 
linked to mental health. Researchers from 
Keele University and the University of Shef-
field found that greater improvements in sleep 
quality led to greater improvements in mental 
health. Though we have progressed by leaps 
and bounds in our society’s discourse on men-
tal health, we have yet to sufficiently empha-
size the links between getting enough sleep 
and feeling mentally well. 

The call to ‘‘get more sleep’’ is a tall order 
for many Americans, especially in light of the 
social disparities that already affect sleep 
health for so many. African Americans are 65 
percent more likely and Hispanic Americans 
are 59 percent more likely to report poor sleep 
quality than white Americans, even though all 
groups report a similar ease in falling asleep. 
Americans who earn enough to make ends 
meet are much more likely to report a good 
night’s sleep than people who are struggling to 
get by and living paycheck to paycheck. Clos-
ing these divides and achieving sleep equity 
must be one of our national public health pri-
orities. 

Our nationwide quest to get a good night’s 
sleep is inextricable from our work for a more 
democratic society, where we want everyone 
to be fully functional and participatory. We 
need well-rested citizens who can participate 
and govern themselves, their families, and 
their communities. Our struggle to create the 
conditions for a peaceful night’s sleep is as 
much a societal imperative as an individual 
question. During this National Sleep Aware-
ness Week, we must commit to the funda-
mental importance of a good night’s rest for all 
Americans. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 2024 FAIRFAX 
COUNTY STUDENT PEACE 
AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the recipients of the 2024 Fairfax 
County Student Peace Awards. 

The Fairfax County Stdent Peace Awards 
began with one high school in 2006 to encour-

age high school-aged students to think about 
peace as both a means and an end, and to 
recognize young people who work as peace-
makers. By 2013, the program was being of-
fered in every public high school in Fairfax 
County, as well as in many private schools. 

Participating high schools choose one Jun-
ior or Senior, or one student group active in 
promoting peace or removing the causes of 
conflict. Examples of outreach include commit-
ting to peace by engaging in activities that 
strive to end conflict, either locally or globally, 
promoting the understanding of divisive issues 
and situations to bridge differences, and work-
ing to resolve conflicts among students or 
members of the community who feel isolated 
or alienated. 

I am pleased to include in the RECORD the 
names of this year’s Student Peace Award 
winners: 

Husna Basiri, Annandale High School 
Level the Field, Centreville High School 
Ria Jakhete, Chantilly High School 
Edison Minds Matter, Edison High School 
Tranh Dinh, Fairfax High School 
Hiena Hailemariam, Falls Church High 

School 
Ajanae Elise Massenburg, Hayfield Sec-

ondary School 
Susy Reyes, Herndon High School 
Dalya Paka, Justice High School 
Jenna Naffa, King Abdullah Academy (KAA) 
Mackenzie Craig, Lake Braddock Secondary 

School 
Lina Liakakos, Langley High School 
Daniel J. Gonzales, John. R. Lewis High 

School 
Sophie Massoudi, Madison High School 
Aymar Ahmed, Marshall High School 
Kaiya Amani Williams, McLean High School 
Phillip Ha, Mount Vernon High School 
Mountain View Mirror, Mountain View High 

School 
Jason Saenz-Hernandez, Quander Road 

School 
Samantha Katz, Robinson Secondary 

School 
Eden Aklog, South County High School 
Virginia Banton, South Lakes High School 
Namaste, Thomas Jefferson High School for 

Science and Technology 
Eli Kopp, West Potomac High School 
Roeen Zahid, West Springfield High School 
Westfield Student Ambassadors, Westfield 

High School 
National Art Honor Society, Woodson High 

School 
Mr. Speaker, the efforts of these young peo-

ple are the building blocks of a more peaceful 
and tolerant world. I commend them on their 
efforts and dedication and ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating each award recipi-
ent and thanking them as well as Fairfax 
County Public School System and sponsor or-
ganizations for all they have done for our com-
munity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ASHA MCKENZIE 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, in 
an era defined by the relentless flow of infor-
mation and never-before-seen levels of inter-
connectedness, some of the people we rely 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:08 Mar 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11MR8.008 E11MRPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE236 March 11, 2024 
most upon are our journalists. Their dedication 
to bringing the truth to light, to fostering public 
discourse and to accuracy and integrity in their 
reporting is what makes their role that much 
more pivotal. News 12 anchor and reporter 
Asha McKenzie embodies these qualities, and 
I want to recognize her during this Women’s 
History Month. 

An Emmy and Associated award-winning 
journalist, Asha has spent a decade in service 
to New York, including eight years spent in 
our own Bronx community, where she dedi-
cated herself to being a voice for the voice-
less. Her dedication has helped ensure that 
quality, fact-based reporting remains acces-
sible to the wider public, and this effort has 
absolutely aided New Yorkers in staying in-
formed and up to date on the most pressing 
issues we face. Her commitment to amplifying 
marginalized voices is admirable, and a trait 
we should hope to see within more of our 
media personalities. 

Asha’s work has centered primarily around 
providing coverage on pressing social issues. 
Her award-winning documentary, ‘‘No Blind 
Eye’’, is a necessary deep dive into the reality 
of bullying and school violence, a threat so 
many of our young people sadly face. Her re-
port on the Bronx-based startup ‘‘Health in Her 
H.U.E.’’, an organization dedicated to ending 
the racial disparity in healthcare, brought crit-
ical attention and awareness to this pressing 
problem and brought a potential solution to 
many New Yorkers. Asha leads by example, 
and her empathetic and insightful contributions 
have served as a cornerstone for journalistic 
integrity in her field. 

Asha’s passion for change and belief that 
everybody’s voice must be heard have made 
her a leader and icon in our community. I look 
forward to seeing more of her phenomenal 
work and cheer her on as she continues to 
mentor and inspire the youth across New 
York. 

f 

HONORING LINDA MALLON 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Linda Mallon on the occasion of her 
retirement as Executive Director of the New 
Hampshire Office of the Public Guardian. 

Linda has long been at the forefront of pro-
viding guardianship and advocating for individ-
uals who experience intellectual, cognitive, 
and mental health challenges. Her hard work 
and dedication helped develop the Office of 
the Public Guardian (OPG) from a small group 
in a borrowed space to a team of over fifty 
people serving over 1,200 incapacitated 
adults. From creating standard policies and 
procedures to budgeting and outreach, Linda 
fulfilled many different roles to support the of-
fice’s work and help those in need. 

I commend Linda on her retirement after 40 
years with the OPG and her unwavering dedi-
cation and commitment to helping individuals 
who face these complex health challenges. On 
behalf of my constituents in New Hampshire’s 
Second Congressional District, I thank Linda 
for her many years of service and for being a 
part of what makes the Granite State great. I 
am honored to recognize and congratulate 

Linda on her retirement, and wish her the best 
of luck in the years ahead. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VAL T. HOYLE 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, unfor-
tunately, on Friday, March 8, 2024, I was un-
avoidably detained and missed a Roll Call 
vote. Had I been present, I would have voted: 
YEA on Roll Call No. 73. 

f 

REINTRODUCTION OF THE BIO-
MASS FOR TRANSPORTATION 
FUEL ACT 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, today I re-
introduce the ‘‘Biomass for Transportation Fuel 
Act,’’ formerly titled the ‘‘Biomass and Biogas 
for Electric Vehicles Act’’ last Congress. I 
thank U.S. Senators ANGUS S. KING, Jr. (I– 
ME) and JEANNE SHAHEEN (D–NH) for spon-
soring the companion bill and Congressman 
JARED F. GOLDEN (D–ME) for cosponsoring 
my House bill. 

In passing the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 (Public Law 110–140), 
Congress made electricity from renewable bio-
mass—including biogas and waste-to-energy 
from feedstocks such as separated yard or 
food waste—eligible under the Renewable 
Fuel Standard (RFS). Despite years of Con-
gressional urging, the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (USEPA) has yet to approve a 
single biomass electricity facility under the pro-
gram. Some applications for biomass elec-
tricity—known as ‘‘pathway petitions’’ under 
the RFS program—have been pending now 
for nearly 10 years. 

Current law and USEPA regulations already 
define ‘‘renewable biomass’’ to include biogas, 
namely methane captured from livestock and 
agricultural byproducts, food waste, or resi-
dential yard waste. As such, our bicameral bill 
complements the significant investments Cali-
fornia is making under the state’s successful 
Dairy Digester Research and Development 
Program. 

Currently, the USEPA requires facilities to 
prove with near-perfect traceability that the 
electricity generated is used as a transpor-
tation fuel to participate in the RFS program. 
Most renewable biomass facilities are selling 
electricity into the grid and, therefore, cannot 
prove definitively that each electron generated 
is used exclusively by electric vehicles. 

The ‘‘Biomass for Transportation Fuel Act’’ 
would enable biomass facilities generating re-
newable electricity to finally participate in the 
RFS program. Instead of requiring that bio-
mass facilities meet the impossible task of 
proving that the electricity generated and sold 
into the grid is used directly as a transpor-
tation fuel, our bill directs the USEPA to final-
ize the long-overdue federal regulations nec-
essary for renewable biomass electricity pro-
ducers to participate in the RFS program. 

Our bill would also authorize USEPA to col-
lect a reasonable fee from industry to cover 
the costs of reviewing any applications for re-
newable electricity submitted under the RFS 
program. In a 2016 ‘‘advance notice of pro-
posed rulemaking,’’ the USEPA cited inad-
equate agency resources as a major impedi-
ment to approval of renewable electricity 
under the RFS program. The USEPA could 
waive these application fees for municipally or 
tribally owned biomass facilities under our bill. 
This fee-for-service model is based on the 
USEPA’s regulatory regime under the Pes-
ticide Registration Improvement Act of 2003 
(title V of Public Law 108–199), which is wide-
ly regarded as successful and enjoys broad- 
based support in Congress. 

Lastly, our bill would make biomass from 
federal forestlands eligible under the RFS. 
Current law only allows biomass collected 
from non-federal lands, including privately- 
owned land, state- or locally-owned public 
lands, and tribal land held in trust by the fed-
eral government, to qualify as renewable bio-
mass under the RFS. This restriction is arbi-
trary and hampers market-driven incentives to 
reduce the overload of hazardous fuels for 
wildfires on our National Forests and other 
federal forestlands. However, I want to be 
clear that our bill would not open federal 
forestland to timber harvests or commercial 
hazardous fuels removal where such activities 
are prohibited currently. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members to cospon-
sor the ‘‘Biomass for Transportation Fuel Act.’’ 
As California and other western states face in-
creasingly severe and year-round fire seasons 
due to the climate crisis, we must create a 
market for forest byproducts to incentivize 
commonsense hazardous fuels reduction. Re-
newable electricity from biomass also helps to 
reduce our nation’s greenhouse gas emissions 
and transition to a clean energy economy. 
While these measures alone will not solve the 
climate crisis or prevent all catastrophic 
wildfires, they are undoubtedly part of the so-
lution. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUREY I. MIRANDA- 
ALACÓN 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, to 
celebrate Women’s History Month, I want to 
highlight the life and work of Surey I. Miranda- 
Alarcón. Born in Puerto Rico in 1989. Surey 
Miranda-Alarcón would grow into a passionate 
community organizer and equal-opportunity 
policy advocate across her home island and 
within the Bronx. She was educated in public 
schools in Hatillo, Camuy and Lares, then 
later earned a bachelor’s degree in political 
science from the University of Puerto Rico and 
a master’s in economics from The New School 
in New York City. Surey began a career in 
public policy while still in university, working in 
both the United States House of Representa-
tives and the Puerto Rico House of Rep-
resentatives. 

Surey’s upbringing would continue to inform 
and influence her work: while living in New 
York, she played an integral role in forming a 
coalition dedicated to supporting beneficial ini-
tiatives for Puerto Rico and Puerto Ricans liv-
ing in the United States. She is the founder 
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and President of Diaspora for Puerto Rico, 
which aided at-risk Puerto Ricans arriving in 
New York after the devastation of Hurricane 
Maria. She later worked in the New York May-
or’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, the New York 
City Commission on Human Rights, and the 
Mayor’s Community Affairs Office under 
former Mayor Bill De Blasio. During the 
COVID–19 pandemic. Surey worked to ensure 
that resources and information made their way 
through all of New York’s communities, dedi-
cating the strenuous years of the pandemic to 
aiding her fellow New Yorkers through distrib-
uting more than three million vaccines and 
PPE within the Bronx. Our community had one 
of the highest rates of hospitalizations and 
deaths due to COVID–19, making her work 
essential. 

Her dedication and ambition continue to in-
spire students to greater heights: she currently 
serves as a professor of economics at the 
State University of New York and works as the 
Director of Campus and Community Engage-
ment at Fordham University. Her work at Ford-
ham has centered around fostering initiatives 
and partnerships with neighboring commu-
nities, and under her leadership. Fordham Uni-
versity received a $50 million dollar grant that 
will go towards aiding communities in New 
York and Puerto Rico affected by climate 
change. Surey’s work will positively impact 
communities in both New York and Puerto 
Rico for generations to come, and her dedica-
tion to community outreach and influential, 
impactful policy makes her an inspiration to 
many. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CAREER OF MR. 
GARY NELSON 

HON. DEREK KILMER 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Gary Nelson for his many years 
of public service to our community as he en-
ters his retirement. As the Executive Director 
of the Port of Grays Harbor for nearly 24 
years, Mr. Nelson has demonstrated unparal-
leled leadership and advocacy for the Grays 
Harbor community. 

Mr. Nelson joined the Port of Grays Harbor 
in 2000, when there were only 21 vessel calls 
handling 85,000 tons of cargo. When Mr. Nel-
son stepped into leadership, the Port of Grays 
Harbor, like many other communities in my 
district, had fallen on hard times when the tim-
ber industry took it on the chin. Some folks 
feared that good things couldn’t happen in 
Grays Harbor County anymore. 

But not Gary. Under his visionary leadership 
over the last 24 years, the number of vessel 
calls increased nearly 500 percent, and the 
number of metric tons of cargo was up over 3 
million in 2023. 

During his tenure at the Port of Grays Har-
bor, Mr. Nelson oversaw the diversification of 
the Port’s revenue streams and business ven-
tures. This includes the operations at Satsop 
Business Park and recreational facilities at 
Friends Landing. He oversaw more than $275 
million in private investment throughout Port 
facilities, as weII as millions of dollars in fed-
eral and state grants to modernize and im-
prove the Westport Marina, Marine Terminals 

in Aberdeen, and the Bowerman Airport, posi-
tioning the Port to accommodate current and 
future economic growth. 

Gary’s leadership will continue to impact the 
entire region for years to come. Put simply, 
because of Gary Nelson, there are people in 
Grays Harbor who now have jobs. Because of 
Gary Nelson, there are families that can now 
put food on the table. Because of Gary Nel-
son, the future for our region is brighter. 

Beyond his local impact, Mr. Nelson is a na-
tionally recognized leader in the industry. He 
served as the Chair of the American Associa-
tion of Port Authorities from 2019 to 2020, 
chaired the Washington Public Ports Associa-
tion Legislative Committee, and served on the 
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association Ex-
ecutive Board. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and thank Gary Nel-
son for his amazing tenure. Gary’s passionate 
and caring stewardship of the Port of Grays 
Harbor has impacted the future of the commu-
nity and shown that not only can good things 
happen in Grays Harbor County—great things 
can. I wish him the best in his retirement. He 
will be sorely missed. I am pleased to recog-
nize Mr. Gary Nelson in the United States 
Congress. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF NEW MEXICO 
PRESS WOMEN 

HON. MELANIE A. STANSBURY 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Ms. STANSBURY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of 
New Mexico Press Women. 75 years ago, 
New Mexico Press Women was founded by 
women committed to expanding opportunities 
in journalism for women. New Mexico Press 
Women is New Mexico’s oldest, largest, and 
most diverse women’s press organization. 

New Mexico Press Women will celebrate its 
75th Anniversary Conference in just a few 
days. Countless members—both men and 
women—have left their marks on the commu-
nications professions. New Mexico Press 
Women will honor and profile courageous 
communicators at its 75th Anniversary Con-
ference. 

New Mexico Press Women encourages ex-
cellence through its professional communica-
tions contest and through its annual Zia 
Award, which honors outstanding woman au-
thors who personally or whose book has a 
connection to New Mexico. New Mexico Press 
Women has provided encouragement and real 
assistance to college students entering com-
munications professions by awarding thou-
sands of dollars in scholarship funds over the 
years. 

Through monthly luncheons, statewide con-
ferences, and legislative workshops, New 
Mexico Press Women and its geographic 
chapters have brought together major players 
in New Mexico’s history. New Mexico Press 
Women’s gatherings have served as a forum 
for informing communicators and the public 
about the implications of current events. 

New Mexico Press Women’s 75th anniver-
sary is a significant milestone, and I am proud 
to extend my congratulations to all of its mem-
bers during the 75th Anniversary Conference. 

RECOGNIZING THOMAS CONG 

HON. MICHAEL LAWLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, today I’m proud 
to recognize a remarkable young constituent, 
Thomas Cong from Ossining, New York, for 
becoming a top 40 finalist in the Regeneron 
Science Talent Search, the Nation’s premier 
science competition for high school seniors. 

This achievement places Thomas among 
the brightest young minds in our country, con-
tinuing a tradition of excellence that has pro-
pelled alumni to the highest echelons of sci-
entific honor, including Nobel Prizes and Na-
tional Medals of Science. 

Thomas’s success is a testament to his 
hard work, our community’s supportive edu-
cational environment, and the potential of our 
youth to lead us into a better future. 

Let’s celebrate Thomas’s achievement as 
an inspiration and a reminder of the critical 
role education plays in unlocking the immense 
potential of our youth. Congratulations to 
Thomas for making Ossining and our Nation 
proud. 

f 

HONORING GLENDELL BENNETT 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a specia] man, Glendell Bennett of Lex-
ington, Kentucky. Mr. Bennett celebrated his 
100th birthday on March 2, 2024. 

Mr. Bennett was born in Chicago and 
moved with his family to Texas soon after his 
birth. When he was in high school, World War 
II broke out. He and a friend heard about the 
all-Black regiment that was training in Ala-
bama, so they jumped on a train and headed 
to Tuskegee to volunteer. They worked clear-
ing brush for landing strips and working on air-
craft maintenance. Mr. Bennett was later draft-
ed into the Army and sent to Fort Eustis in Vir-
ginia, then to Europe. He served with the 
Quartermaster Truck Company and the Red 
Ball Express in France, delivering goods and 
ammunitions to those on the front lines. He 
served in the Army from 1943 to 1947. 

When World War II ended, Mr. Bennett at-
tended Prairie View A&M College in Houston. 
He farmed and later moved to Chicago. While 
in Chicago, he worked with civil rights leaders, 
including the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
to promote equality and justice. Mr. Bennett 
has nine children and three stepchildren. In 
2012, he moved to Lexington, KY to be near 
his children Glenda Bennett Mulder, Kimberly 
Bennett, Brian Bennett, and Diane Minniefield. 
Mr. Bennett worked with the Kentucky Senior 
Employment Program at the Gainesway Com-
munity Center and the Goodwill Industries 
store for several years. 

Mr. Bennett is known as a loving, giving 
person. He and his fellow veterans are true 
heroes. As members of the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion’’, they willingly served to protect and de-
fend the freedoms that we enjoy today. I am 
humbled to honor Mr. Glendell Bennett and 
celebrate his 100th birthday before the United 
States Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING DR. DAISY COCCO 

DE FILIPPIS 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, to 
celebrate Women’s History Month, I want to 
highlight Dr. Daisy Cocco De Filippis. She is 
the President and leader of Hostos Commu-
nity College who has more than earned all our 
heartfelt admiration and thanks for her tireless 
work in administration and academia. 

Dr. Cocco De Filippis’ work in higher edu-
cation began with her role as Provost and 
Senior Vice President of Student Affairs at 
Hostos Community College in 2002, where her 
unwavering commitment to compassion 
shaped the lives and academic careers of her 
students until her departure in 2008, when she 
took on the role of President at Naugatuck 
Valley Community College in Waterbury, Con-
necticut. She served this institution for twelve 
years, inspiring students to new academic 
heights. 

She inspired these students with her own 
work and her own academic journey. Dr. 
Cocco De Filippis herself graduated summa 
cum laude from Queens College, with a Bach-
elor’s in English and Spanish Literature, and 
then went on to pursue a Master of Arts in 
Spanish Literature, again from Queens Col-
lege. Dr. Cocco De Filippis didn’t stop there: 
she pursued a Master of Philosophy in Span-
ish Literature and a Ph.D. in Latin American 
Literature from the City University of New York 
Graduate Center. She was also the first per-
son of Dominican ancestry to do so, cement-
ing her legacy as a legendary pioneer in Do-
minican women’s studies, Caribbean, and Do-
minican Diaspora literatures. For her work in 
these fields, she was awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the University of Santo Do-
mingo, the oldest university in the Americas. 
Dr. Cocco De Filippis’ resume is no doubt an 
inspiration to her students, just as it is an in-
spiration to me. 

Dr. Cocco De Filippis returned to Hostos 
Community College in 2020 as President and 
led the school through the unprecedented 
COVID–19 pandemic, navigating the difficult 
world of online learning and community pre-
paredness with grace and hope. Hostos Col-
lege reported significant advancements under 
her leadership. A myriad of impactful initiatives 
aimed at improving student life and accessi-
bility have been implemented during her ten-
ure, positively impacting both enrollment and 
retention. In early 2023, Hostos College un-
veiled a brand-new, cutting-edge research 
center established due to the generous dona-
tions garnered under Dr. Cocco De Filippis’ 
leadership, which has allowed members of the 
Hostos faculty to explore new and more effec-
tive ways of teaching, all with the goal of im-
proving Hostos’ learning environment for stu-
dents and professors alike. 

We are honored to recognize Dr. Cocco De 
Filippis’ leadership and her achievements 
today. Her contributions have been invaluable 
to the lives of many, and we thank her for her 
relentless dedication to empowering others 
through education. 

HONORING THE ARC NASSAU’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. AARON BEAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of The 
Arc Nassau’s founding. On this remarkable 
milestone, we commemorate five decades of 
service and their commitment to enhancing 
the lives of adults with intellectual and devel-
opmental differences in Northeast Florida. 

The Arc Nassau’s vision of education and 
motivation is realized through life skills train-
ing, vocational opportunities, and long-term 
employment. These programs provide the indi-
viduals with a sense of belonging in their com-
munity. 

As we celebrate The Arc Nassau’s impres-
sive tenure, let us look towards the future with 
a renewed commitment to their mission. In this 
spirit, I am pleased to announce that The Arc 
Nassau and Northeast Florida Advocates for 
Autism and Related Disabilities have merged 
to strengthen their long-standing services to 
the community, 

Northeast Florida, let us follow The Arc Nas-
sau’s example, and see the able, not the 
label. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing The Arc Nassau. Here’s to another 
fifty years of impact, progress, and trans-
formation. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF TOM 
KAMERLING 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the memory of a beloved member of 
our community, Tom Kamerling. On Tuesday, 
we lost a true legend, a man whose voice res-
onated through the halls of Arkansas Tech 
Univerity for many years. Tom’s contributions 
to our community, both on and off the air-
waves, will be forever cherished and remem-
bered. 

As the public address voice of the Arkansas 
Tech Wonder Boys and Golden Suns, Tom 
was more than just a broadcaster; he was the 
embodiment of professionalism and dedica-
tion. His voice became synonymous with Tech 
athletics, guiding fans through countless mem-
orable moments with his unmistakable tone 
and unrivaled passion for the game. 

His impact extended far beyond the broad-
casting booth. Tom’s kindness and generosity 
touched the lives of everyone he encountered. 
Whether as a mentor to aspiring broadcasters 
or as a friend to those in need, he always 
went above and beyond to make a positive 
difference. 

His unwavering faith and commitment to 
serving others serve as an inspiration to us all. 
Even in his absence, his spirit will continue to 
guide and uplift our community for generations 
to come. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Tom’s 
family and loved ones during this difficult time. 
May they find solace in the knowledge that his 

legacy will live on in the hearts of all who 
knew him. In honor of his memory, let us 
strive to embody the same kindness, profes-
sionalism, and unwavering faith that defined 
Tom Kamerling’s life. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
DAVID E. LUCAS AND THE HON-
ORABLE ELAINE HUCKABEE 
LUCAS 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor two distin-
guished public servants, community leaders, 
and dear friends of longstanding, Georgia 
State Senator David E. Lucas and Macon-Bibb 
Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas. Their 
collective service of over more than six dec-
ades to the people of Macon-Bibb, the State 
of Georgia and humankind was recognized on 
Sunday, March 10, 2024, at 5:00 p.m. during 
a community celebration at the Saint Peter 
Missionary Baptist Church in Macon, Georgia. 

State Senator David E. Lucas was born to 
the union of the late David Lucas and Beatrice 
Poole Lucas, both educators on April 23, 1950 
in Byron, Georgia. He graduated from Lanier 
High School in Bibb County in 1968 and went 
on to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Political 
Science from Tuskegee University, attended 
Atlanta Law School in 1980, and has been 
awarded an Honorary Doctorate from the Mer-
cer University Medical School. At Tuskegee, 
he was on the 1971 SIAC Championship foot-
ball team and after graduation in 1973, he re-
turned home to Macon. In 1974, he was elect-
ed to the Georgia House of Representatives, 
becoming the youngest member of that body. 
He has tirelessly represented Bibb County and 
Middle Georgia in both the Georgia House 
and State Senate for almost 50 years, becom-
ing the most senior member. 

Throughout his career Senator Lucas has 
fought for civil rights, voting rights and equal 
opportunity. He championed policies that uplift 
Georgia’s seniors and improve healthcare ac-
cess and outcomes in urban and rural commu-
nities. In the General Assembly, he has 
served on committees crucial to the economic 
development and wellbeing of our state, in-
cluding Insurance, Energy, Utilities, Tele-
communication, Appropriations and Transpor-
tation. I was blessed to serve with him for 16 
years and can say without reservation, that 
there is no one who knows how to leverage 
the inner workings of state government for his 
constituents better than State Senator David 
Lucas. 

In addition to his public service, Senator 
Lucas is a self-employed independent Insur-
ance Agent and owner of TBL Inc., an enter-
tainment promotions business. He has been a 
social studies teacher, football, basketball, and 
tennis coach; owner of the Macon Chiefs 
semi-professional football team and the Geor-
gia Titans basketball team; and a charter 
member of the 100 Black Men of Macon-Mid-
dle Georgia. He has been married to the love 
of his life, Commissioner Elaine Huckabee 
Lucas for more than 47 years and reared four 
children—David, Jr., Aris, Leonard and Albert 
(deceased) with 13 grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. 
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Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas is a 

lifelong resident of Macon and the wife of Sen-
ator David Lucas. She is and has been his 
support and helpmate throughout their mar-
riage, keeping him grounded during his nu-
merous career and life pursuits. But, this 
‘‘Queen’’ of East Macon is a monumental pub-
lic servant in her own right. Born to the union 
of Ella Appling Huckabee and Leonard 
Huckabee, she graduated from Miller Senior 
High School, completed work in English at 
Macon Junior College and received her BS 
Degree, Magna Cum Laude from Savannah 
State College in Elementary Education. She 
earned a Master’s Degree from Fort Valley 
State University and an Education Specialist 
Degree from Georgia College and State Uni-
versity. She is certified in early childhood edu-
cation, middle grades, data collection and 
counseling. She taught elementary school for 
18 years, was an elementary and high school 
counselor for 12 years, coordinated counseling 
and advisement for the Bibb County Teen Par-
ent Center for 5 years, and after retirement, 
was counselor, graduation specialist and com-
munity service coordinator at the Hutching Ca-
reer Center for 8 years. 

First elected to the Macon City Council in 
1983, Commissioner Lucas has continued her 
uninterrupted elective service, making history 
as the first female commissioner of the 
Macon-Bibb Consolidated Government. She 
has served on key committees including Com-
munity Resources and Development; Appro-
priations; and Employee Development and 
Compensation. She served as President, Vice 
President and Treasurer of the Georgia Asso-
ciation of Black Elected Officials; The Macon 
Bibb Board of Health; Martin Luther King 
Commission; Cemetery Preservation Board; 
and the Recreation Planning Committee. Her 
prolific record portrays a champion for voting 
rights, civil rights and equal access to services 
for all citizens. She is a founding member and 
first president of the Bibb County Voter Reg-
istration and Education League, member of 
NAACP, SCLC, Bibb County Democratic Ex-
ecutive Committee, and Golden Life Member 
of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 

In 2011, she opened EL High School Acad-
emy where over 1,800 school dropouts have 
reentered school and earned their high school 
diplomas. She is a 40-year blood donor, organ 
donor, and runs E. Lucas Consulting and 
Lenny’s Handy Services in partnership with 
her son, Lenny. 

Commissioner Elaine Lucas and Senator 
David Lucas are indeed a power couple and 
truly icons in the Middle Georgia area. Active 
members of Steward Chapel AME Church, 
they are indeed persons of faith. Moreover, 
they are my trusted friends of longstanding for 
over 50 years. It has been said that ‘‘You 
make your living by what you get. You make 
your life by what you give!’’ David and Elaine 
Lucas have truly made their lives by giving so 
much to so many for so long. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join my wife, Viv-
ian, and me, along with the 765,000 people of 
Georgia’s Second Congressional District in 
recognizing and honoring the careers, service 
and legacies of State Senator David E. Lucas 
and Commissioner Elaine Huckabee Lucas. 
To God be the glory for the things they have 
done in support of humanity. 

TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JEROME 
KERN CHISOLM 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a great American, Major Jerome 
Kern Chisolm. Major Chisolm was born De-
cember 5, 1950, in Moncks Corner, South 
Carolina and passed away on January 17, 
2024, in Pensacola, Florida. 

Growing up he graduated from my alma 
mater Mather Academy in Camden, South 
Carolina where he excelled as a student lead-
er and athlete. Major Chisolm also graduated 
from South Carolina State University and was 
commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the 
U.S. Army. When he retired from the Army, he 
became principal of an alternative high school 
for at risk students known as Escambia Char-
ter School in Pensacola, Florida. Major 
Chisolm was a principal, but he wore many 
hats, such as teacher, mentor, and coach. He 
was a strict disciplinarian but was committed 
to being a positive role model with an empha-
sis on education. In 2014, his school won the 
National USA Today Weekend Make A Dif-
ference Award. The award was given for com-
munity service volunteering. In addition, the 
Escambia Charter School Board named a 
building in his honor, The Jerome K. Chisolm 
Building. 

Throughout his life, Jerome Chisolm has 
been a humanitarian in his community. He and 
his wife Barbara have helped so many people 
improve their quality of life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in celebrating Major Chisolm’s 
remarkable career and his dedication to help-
ing the least among us. Jerome Chisolm will 
remain a pillar in the Mather Academy, South 
Carolina State University, and military commu-
nities forever. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BOROUGH OF 
WHITE HAVEN 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize the Borough of White Haven, Penn-
sylvania, in honor of its bicentennial celebra-
tion. The Borough of White Haven is situated 
on the eastern edge of Luzerne County and 
borders the beautiful Lehigh River at the en-
trance of the Pocono Mountains. 

White Haven was founded as a settlement 
in 1824, making it the oldest established com-
munity in this area of Luzerne County. Incor-
porated as a Borough in 1842, White Haven 
was named after Josiah White, an enterprising 
citizen and builder of the old-fashioned ‘‘bear 
trap’’ locks that made the Lehigh River navi-
gable. 

The early settlers could not have predicted 
the immense importance of White Haven in 
Pennsylvania’s—and the nation’s—economic 
growth and industrialization efforts. By the 
1840s, anthracite coal mining was booming in 
the nearby Wyoming Valley and White Haven 

would become a central trade hub. A railroad 
was built from the Wyoming Valley to White 
Haven, where the canal system allowed the 
coal to be carried to market on barges. The 
Borough also boasted Pennsylvania’s busiest 
lumber depots at the time, producing 20 mil-
lion feet of lumber annually at its peak. 

Today, White Haven is a quaint town fea-
turing a main street with shops and res-
taurants and lovely tree-lined streets. It also 
serves as a recreational hub with the Lehigh 
Gorge State Park on its border and the Dela-
ware and Lehigh Anthracite Trail in its down-
town. With its picturesque views, charming ar-
chitecture, and friendly residents, it is easy to 
see why so many choose to call White Haven 
home. 

White Haven played a critical role in Penn-
sylvania’s history and the industrialization of 
our nation. Over the past two centuries, the 
Borough has demonstrated a commitment to 
persistence and progress, a trend which will 
no doubt continue and contribute to the pros-
perity of this treasured community for cen-
turies to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BRANDON WILLIAMS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 11, 2024 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
due to a delayed elevator in the Capitol, I 
missed voting on Amendment No. 6 to H.R. 
2799, the Expanding Access to Capital Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 73. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 12, 2024 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

MARCH 13 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold a joint hearing with the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of 
The American Legion and multiple vet-
erans service organizations: JWV, 
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TAPS, NCHV, MOAA, NACVSO, NCAI, 
VVA, NGAUS, and FRA. 

390–CHOB 

MARCH 14 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine the posture 
of United States Northern Command 
and United States Southern Command 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for Fiscal Year 2025 and the 
Future Years Defense Program; to be 
immediately followed by a closed ses-
sion in SVC–217. 

SH–216 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2025 for the Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

SD–215 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine workers 

benefitting from new technology and 
increased productivity. 

SD–430 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine responding 

to the increasing wildfire threat. 
SD–342 

Committee on the Judiciary 
Business meeting to consider S. 1306, to 

reauthorize the COPS ON THE BEAT 
grant program, and the nomination of 
David O. Barnett, Jr., to be United 
States Marshal for the District of New 
Mexico, Department of Justice. 

SD–G50 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine U.S. strat-

egy in the Pacific Islands region. 
SD–419 
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