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Thursday, March 7, 2024

Dazily Digest

HIGHLIGHTS

Senate passed S. 3853, Radiation Exposure Compensation Reauthorization

Act.

House and Senate met in Joint Session to receive a State of the Union
Address from the President of the United States.

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $2249-82294

Measures Introduced: Six bills and five resolutions
were introduced, as follows: S. 3890-3895, S. Res.
580-583, and S. Con. Res. 30. Page $2279

Measures Passed:

Radiation Exposure Compensation Reauthoriza-
tion Act: By 69 yeas to 30 nays (Vote No. 75), Sen-
ate passed S. 3853, to extend the period for filing
claims under the Radiation Exposure Compensation
Act and to provide for compensation under such Act
for claims relating to Manhattan Project waste, and
to improve compensation for workers involved in
uranium mining, by the order of the Senate of
Thursday, February 29, 2024, 60 Senators having
voted in the affirmative. Pages S2256-65

House Messages:

1-27 Numbering Act: Senate concurred in the
amendment of the House of Representatives to S.
992, to amend the Intermodal Surface Transpor-
tation Efficiency Act of 1991 to designate the Texas
and New Mexico portions of the future Interstate-
designated segments of the Port-to-Plains Corridor
as Interstate Route 27. Pages S2252-53

Message from the President: Senate received the
following message from the President of the United
States:

Transmitting the report on the State of the Union
delivered to a Joint Session of Congress on March 7,
2024; which was ordered to lie on the table.
(PM—-41) Pages S2272-77

Schydlower and Gonzalez Nominations—Agree-
ment: A unanimous-consent-time agreement was
reached providing that at a time to be determined
by the Majority Leader, in consultation with the Re-
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publican Leader, Senate begin consideration of the
nominations of Leon Schydlower, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Texas, and Ernest Gonzalez, of Texas, to be
United States District Judge for the Western Dis-
trict of Texas; that there be two minutes for debate
equally divided in the usual form on each nomina-
tion; that upon the use or yielding back of time,
Senate vote without intervening action or debate on
the nominations in the order listed. Page S2271

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations:

By 51 yeas to 45 nays (Vote No. EX. 76), Adri-
enne Jennings Noti, of the District of Columbia, to
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen years.

Pages S2249-52, S2265-71

During consideration of this nomination today,
Senate also took the following action:

By 52 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 74), Senate
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the
nomination. Pages S2253-56

Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland, to be Member of
the National Mediation Board for a term expiring
July 1, 2024.

Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland, to be Member of
the National Mediation Board for a term expiring
July 1, 2027.

Deirdre Hamilton, of the District of Columbia, to
be a Member of the National Mediation Board for
a term expiring July 1, 2025.

Rebecca Kelly Slaughter, of Maryland, to be a
Federal Trade Commissioner for the term of seven
years from September 26, 2022.

Fara Damelin, of Virginia, to be Inspector Gen-
eral, Federal Communications Commission.
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Loren E. Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the National Mediation Board for a term expiring
July 1, 2023.

Loren E. Sweatt, of Virginia, to be a Member of
the National Mediation Board for a term expiring
July 1, 2026.

Douglas Dziak, of Virginia, to be a Commissioner
of the Consumer Product Safety Commission for the
remainder of the term expiring October 26, 2024.

Andrew N. Ferguson, of Virginia, to be a Federal
Trade Commissioner for the unexpired term of seven
years from September 26, 2016.

Andrew N. Ferguson, of Virginia, to be a Federal
Trade Commissioner for the term of seven years from
September 26, 2023.

Melissa Holyoak, of Utah, to be a Federal Trade
Commissioner for the unexpired term of seven years
from September 26, 2018.

Kelly Harrison Rankin, of Wryoming, to be
United States District Judge for the District of Wy-

oming. Pages $2271, $2293-94
Messages from the House: Page S2277
Measures Referred: Page S2277

Executive Communications: Pages $2277-78

Petitions and Memorials: Page $2278

Executive Reports of Committees: Page S2278

Additional Cosponsors: Pages $2279-80

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S$2280-85

Additional Statements: Page $2272

Amendments Submitted: Pages $2285-93

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S2293

Privileges of the Floor: Page S2293

Record Votes: Three record votes were taken today.
(Total—76) Pages S2256, S2265

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:59 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Friday,
March 8, 2024. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on
page S2293.)

Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION REQUEST AND
FUTURE YEARS DEFENSE PROGRAM

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded
open and closed hearings to examine the posture of
United States Central Command and United States
Africa Command in review of the Defense Author-
ization Request for Fiscal Year 2025 and the Future
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Years Defense Program, after receiving testimony
from General Michael E. Kurilla, USA, Commander,
United States Central Command, and General Mi-
chael E. Langley, USMC, Commander, United States
Africa Command, both of the Department of De-
fense.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee ordered favorably reported the nomina-
tion of Ron Borzekowski, of Maryland, to be Direc-
tor, Office of Financial Research, Department of the
Treasury.

SEMIANNUAL MONETARY POLICY REPORT

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
Semiannual Monetary Policy Report to the Congress,
including S. 2190, to amend the Federal Deposit In-
surance Act to increase bank executive accountability
and to improve financial stability, after receiving tes-
timony from Jerome H. Powell, Chair, Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve System.

NOMINATIONS

Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded
a hearing to examine the nominations of Margaret L.
Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Adviser, who was
introduced by  Senator  Cardin, Erik  John
Woodhouse, of Virginia, to be Head of the Office of
Sanctions Coordination, with the rank of Ambas-
sador, Robert William Forden, of California, to be
Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia, who was
introduced by Senator Schatz, B. Bix Aliu, of Vir-
ginia, to be Ambassador to Montenegro, who was in-
troduced by Senator Duckworth, and Michael Sfraga,
of Alaska, to be Ambassador at Large for Arctic Af-
fairs, who was introduced by Senator Murkowski, all
of the Department of State, after the nominees testi-
fied and answered questions in their own behalf.

OLDER AMERICANS ACT

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine the
Older Americans Act, focusing on supporting efforts
to meet the needs of seniors, after receiving testi-
mony from Alison Barkoff, Principal Deputy Admin-
istrator, performing the delegable duties of Assistant
Secretary for Aging and Administrator of the Ad-
ministration for Community Living, Department of
Health and Human Services; Ramsey Alwin, Na-
tional Council on Aging, and Ellie Hollander, Meals
on Wheels America, both of Arlington, Virginia;
Michelle Branham, Florida Department of Elder Af-
fairs, Tallahassee; Martha Kubik, George Mason Uni-
versity, Fairfax, Virginia; and Dorothy M. Hutchins,
Alexandria, Virginia.
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BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the nominations of Amir H. Ali, to be
United States District Judge for the District of Co-
lumbia, Melissa R. DuBose, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the District of Rhode Island, Sunil R.
Harjani, to be United States District Judge for the
Northern District of Illinois, Robert J. White, to be
United States District Judge for the Eastern District
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of Michigan, Jasmine Hyejung Yoon, to be United
States District Judge for the Western District of
Virginia, Almo J. Carter, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be a Commissioner of the United States Pa-
role Commission, and Joshua S. Levy, to be United
States Attorney for the District of Massachusetts, Re-
becca C. Lutzko, to be United States Attorney for
the Northern District of Ohio, and Roy W. Minter,
Jr., to be United States Marshal for the Southern
District of Georgia, all of the Department of Justice.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 13 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 7576-7588; and 4 resolutions, H.]J.
Res. 118; H. Con. Res. 95; and H. Res. 1065-1066,
were introduced. Page H1033

Additional Cosponsors: Page H1034

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows:

H.R. 6136, to amend the Workforce Innovation
and Opportunity Act to authorize the Reentry Em-
ployment Opportunities Program, and for other pur-
poses (H. Rept. 118-413);

H.R. 6277, to amend the Federal Assets Sale and
Transfer Act of 2016 to improve such Act, and for
other purposes (H. Rept. 118-414);

H. Con. Res. 83 authorizing the use of the Cap-
itol Grounds for the National Peace Officers Memo-
rial Service and the National Honor Guard and Pipe
Band Exhibition (H. Rept. 118-415); and

H.R. 2925, to amend the Omnibus Budget Rec-
onciliation Act of 1993 to provide for security of
tenure for use of mining claims for ancillary activi-
ties, and for other purposes, with an amendment (H.
Rept. 118-416). Page H1032

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he
appointed Representative Guest to act as Speaker pro
tempore for today. Page H1003

Recess: The House recessed at 11:06 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m. Page H1010

Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a
National Museum of Asian Pacific American
History and Culture—Appointment: The Chair
announced the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing individual on the part of the House to the
Commission to Study the Potential Creation of a
National Museum of Asian Pacific American History
and Culture to fill the vacancy thereon: Dr. Masum
Momaya of Gilberts, Illinois. Page H1013

Recess: The House recessed at 1:19 p.m. and recon-
vened at 1:30 p.m. Page H1020

Laken Riley Act: The House passed H.R. 7511,
to require the Secretary of Homeland Security to
take into custody aliens who have been charged in
the United States with theft, by a yea-and-nay vote
of 251 yeas to 70 nays, Roll No. 66.

Pages H1013-20, H1020-21

H. Res. 1052, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 2799) and (H.R. 7511) was agreed
to yesterday, March 6¢h.

Suspensions—Proceedings Resumed: The House
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following
measure. Consideration began Tuesday, March Sth.

Action for Dental Health Act: H.R. 3843, to
amend title IIT of the Public Health Service Act to
reauthorize grants to address dental workforce needs,
by a 2/3 yea-and-nay vote of 391 yeas to 32 nays,
Roll No. 67; Page H1021

Eradicating Narcotic Drugs and Formulating
Effective New Tools to Address National Yearly
Losses of life Act: S. 206, to require the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protection to reg-
ularly review and update policies and manuals re-
lated to inspections at ports of entry; and Page H1025

DHS Biodetection Improvement Act: HR. 6174,
to improve the biodetection functions of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. Page H1025

Expanding Access to Capital Act: The House
considered H.R. 2799, to make reforms to the cap-
ital markets of the United States. Consideration is
expected to resume tomorrow, March 8th.

Pages H1021-25

Agreed to:

Lawler amendment (No. 1 printed in part B of H.
Rept. 118-407) that was debated on March 6th that
clarifies the definition of “general solicitation” and
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“angel investor” for purposes of the federal securities
laws to ensure that startups can discuss their prod-
ucts and business plans at certain events, known as
“demo days” (by a recorded vote of 278 ayes to 146
noes, Roll No. 68); Pages H1021-22

Huizenga amendment (No. 2 printed in part B of
H. Rept. 118-407) that was debated on March 6th
that directs the Securities and Exchange Commission
to promulgate rules with respect to the electronic
delivery of certain required disclosures to investors
(by a recorded vote of 269 ayes to 153 noes, Roll
No. 69); Pages H1022-23

Lucas amendment (No. 3 printed in part B of H.
Rept. 118-407) that was debated on March 6th that
amends Federal securities laws to allow 403(b) plans
to invest in collective investment trusts (CITs) and
insurance contracts that currently may be invested in
by comparable retirement plans, such as 401(k)s (by
a recorded vote of 301 ayes to 125 noes, Roll No.
70); and Page H1023

Wagner amendment (No. 4 printed in part B of
H. Rept. 118-407) that was debated on March 6th
that allows a closed-end investment company, an en-
tity that invests in securities using money raised in
its initial public offering, to invest its assets in secu-
rities issued by private funds (by a recorded vote of
270 ayes to 154 noes, Roll No. 71).  Pages H1023-24

Rejected:

Sherman amendment (No. 5 printed in part B of
H. Rept. 118-407) that was debated on March 6th
that sought to allow an individual to invest not
more than 5 percent of the net worth of the indi-
vidual excluding the individual’s primary residence
in any one private offering (by a recorded vote of
203 ayes to 223 noes, Roll No. 72).  Pages H1024-25

H. Res. 1052, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 2799) and (H.R. 7511) was agreed
to yesterday, March 6th.

Recess: The House recessed at 2:43 p.m. and recon-
vened at 8:36 p.m. Pages H1025-26

State of the Union Address: President Joseph
Biden delivered his State of the Union address to a
joint session of Congress, pursuant to the provisions
of H. Con. Res. 93. He was escorted into the House
Chamber by a committee comprised of Representa-
tives Scalise, Emmer, Stefanik, Hudson, Palmer,
Moore (UT), McClain, Cole, Reschenthaler, Rogers
(KY), Jeftries, Clark (MA), Aguilar, Lieu, DelBene,
Clyburn, Neguse, Underwood, Escobar, Trahan, and
Kildee, and Senators Schumer, Durbin, Murray, Sta-
benow, Klobuchar, Warner, Baldwin, McConnell,
Thune, Barrasso, Capito, and Ernst. The President’s
message was referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union and ordered to be
printed (H. Doc. 118-94). Pages H1026-32
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Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
appears on page H1011.

Quorum Calls—Votes: Two yea-and-nay votes and
five recorded votes developed during the proceedings
of today and appear on pages H1020-21, H1021,
H1022, H1022-23, H1023, HI1024, and
H1024-25.

Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:59 p.m.

Committee Meetings

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MONITORING
OF COVID-19

Committee on Armed Services: Subcommittee on Mili-
tary Personnel held a hearing entitled “Department
of Defense Monitoring of COVID-19”. Testimony
was heard from Lester Martinez-Lopez, Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Health Affairs, Office of the
Secretary of Defense, Department of Defense; and
Shauna Stahlman, Senior Epidemiologist, Epidemi-
ology and Analysis Branch, Armed Forces Health
Surveillance Division, Defense Health Agency.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE

Committee on the Budget: Full Committee held a mark-
up on legislation on the Concurrent Resolution on
the Budget for Fiscal Year 2025. Legislation on the
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year
2025 was ordered reported, without amendment.

DIVISIVE, EXCESSIVE, INEFFECTIVE: THE
REAL IMPACT OF DIVERSITY, EQUITY,
AND INCLUSION ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

Committee on Education and Workforce: Subcommittee
on Higher Education and Workforce Development
held a hearing entitled “Divisive, Excessive, Ineffec-
tive: The Real Impact of DEI on College Campuses”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

LEGISLATION TO PROTECT AMERICANS
FROM THE NATIONAL SECURITY THREATS
POSED BY FOREIGN ADVERSARY
CONTROLLED APPLICATIONS

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Full Committee
held a hearing entitled “Legislation to Protect Amer-
icans from the National Security Threats Posed by
Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications”. Part of
this hearing was closed.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Energy and Commerce: Full Committee
held a markup on H.R. 7521, the “Prohibition of
Foreign Adversary Controlled Applications Act”; and
H.R. 7520, the “Protecting Americans’ Data from
Foreign Adversaries Act of 2024”. H.R. 7521 and
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H.R. 7520 were ordered reported, without amend-
ment.

POLITICIZED FINANCIAL REGULATION
AND ITS IMPACT ON CONSUMER CREDIT
AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Committee on Financial Services: Subcommittee on Fi-
nancial Institutions and Monetary Policy held a hear-
ing entitled “Politicized Financial Regulation and its
Impact on Consumer Credit and Community Devel-
opment”. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses.

THE AGENTS OF ANTISEMITISM IN LATIN
AMERICA

Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on West-
ern Hemisphere held a hearing entitled “The Agents
of Antisemitism in Latin America”. Testimony was
heard from Deborah Lipstadt, Special Envoy to Mon-
itor and Combat Antisemitism, Office of the Special
Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism, De-
partment of State.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on
Counterterrorism, Law Enforcement, and Intelligence
held a markup on H.R. 7443, to authorize a dedi-
cated transnational repression office within the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s Homeland Security
Investigations to analyze and monitor transnational
repression and related terrorism threats and require
Homeland Security Investigations to take actions to
prevent transnational repression; H.R. 7433, to
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to estab-
lish a transnational repression hotline and conduct a
transnational repression public service announcement
campaign, and for other purposes; and H.R. 7439,
to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to re-
quire the Secretary of Homeland Security to
prioritize strengthening of State and local law en-
forcement capabilities to combat transnational re-
pression and related terrorism threats, and for other
purposes. H.R. 7443, H.R. 7433, and H.R. 7439
were forwarded to the full Committee, without
amendment.

HEARING ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Committee on the Judiciary: Select Subcommittee on
the Weaponization of the Federal Government held
a hearing entitled “Hearing on the Weaponization of
the Federal Government”. Testimony was heard from
public witnesses.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGEST

March 7, 2024

PRESIDENTIAL POWER TO SECURE THE
BORDER

Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Immi-
gration, Integrity, Security, and Enforcement held a
hearing entitled “Presidential Power to Secure the
Border”. Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on Fed-
eral Lands held a hearing on H.R. 1584, the “Plum
Island National Monument Act”; H.R. 1647, the
“Salem Maritime National Historical Park Redesig-
nation and Boundary Study Act”; H.R. 3047, the
“Apache County and Navajo County Conveyance Act
of 2023”; H.R. 3173, the “Northern Nevada Eco-
nomic Development and Conservation Act of 2023”;
H.R. 6852, the “Holcombe Rucker Park Landmark
Act”’; and H.R. 7332, the “Utah State Parks Adjust-
ment Act”. Testimony was heard from Representa-
tives Amodei, Espaillat, Crane, Lalota, and Maloy;
Mike Reynolds, Deputy Director, National Park
Service, Department of the Interior; Greg Smith, As-
sociate Deputy Chief—National Forest System, U.S.
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture; Daryl
Seymore, Supervisor, Navajo County, Arizona; Scott
Strong, Director, Division of State Parks, Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, Utah; Bryce Shields,
District Attorney, Pershing County, Nevada; and
public witnesses.

MONETIZING NATURE AND LOCKING UP
PUBLIC LAND: THE IMPLICATIONS OF
BIDEN’S STRATEGY FOR NATURAL
CAPITAL ACCOUNTING

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled
“Monetizing Nature and Locking up Public Land:
The Implications of Biden’s Strategy for Natural
Capital Accounting”. Testimony was heard from
Marlo Oaks, State Treasurer, Utah; and public wit-
nesses.

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES

Committee on Quersight and Accountability: Full Com-
mittee held a markup on H.R. 4552, the “Federal
Information Security Modernization Act of 2023”;
H.R. 7523, the “Governmentwide Executive Coun-
cils Reform Act”; H.R. 7532, the “Federal Al Gov-
ernance and Transparency Act”; H.R. 7528, the
“Comment Integrity and Management Act of 2024”;
H.R. 7533, the “Modernizing Retrospective Regu-
latory Review Act”; H.R. 7525, the “Special District
Grant Accessibility Act”; H.R. 7530, the “D.C.
Criminal Reform to Immediately Make Everyone
Safer Act”; H.R. 7526, the “D.C. Consumer Vehicle
Choice Protection Act”’; H.R. 7527, the “Mail Traf-
fic Deaths Reporting Act”; and H.R. 5301, the
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“Eliminate Useless Reports Act”. H.R. 4552, H.R.
7523, H.R. 7532, H.R. 7528, H.R. 7533, H.R.
7525, H.R. 7530, H.R. 7526, H.R. 7527, and H.R.
5301 were ordered reported, as amended.

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISCRETIONARY GRANTS: STAKEHOLDER
PERSPECTIVES

Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Full
Committee held a hearing entitled “Department of
Transportation Discretionary Grants: Stakeholder
Perspectives”. Testimony was heard from Jared W.
Perdue, Secretary, Florida Department of Transpor-
tation; and public witnesses.

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-
OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT PILLAR
1: ENSURING THE BIDEN
ADMINISTRATION PUTS AMERICANS
FIRST

Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on Tax
held a hearing entitled “OECD Pillar 1: Ensuring
the Biden Administration Puts Americans First”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

GROWING STAKES: THE BIOECONOMY
AND AMERICAN NATIONAL SECURITY

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party: Full
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Committee held a hearing entitled “Growing Stakes:
The Bioeconomy and American National Security”.
Testimony was heard from public witnesses.

Joint Meetings

DAV LEGISLATIVE PRESENTATION

Joint Hearing: Senate Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
concluded a joint hearing with the House Com-
mittee on Veterans' Affairs to examine the legislative
presentation of Disabled American Veterans, after re-
ceiving testimony from Nancy Espinosa, Barry
Jesinoski, Bryan Van Boxel, Edward R. Reese, Jr.,
Jim Marszalek, Joy Ilem, John Kleindienst, Ryan
Burgos, and AnnMarie Hurley, all of Disabled
American Veterans.

R —

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
MARCH 8, 2024

(Committee meetings arve open unless otherwise indicated)
Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.

House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE
10 a.m., Friday, March 8

Senate Chamber

Program for Friday: Senate will resume consideration of
the House Message to accompany H.R. 4366, Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act, 2024.

Senators should expect a live quorum at approximately
10 a.m., with the motion to invoke cloture on the mo-
tion to concur ripening at 12 noon.

Additional votes are expected during Friday’s Session.

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
9 a.m., Friday, March 8

House Chamber

Program for Friday: Complete consideration of H.R.
2799—Expanding Access to Capital Act.
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