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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WILLIAMS of New York). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 11, 2024. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRANDON 
WILLIAMS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2024, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

WASTEWATER SEWAGE IS AN 
EMBARRASSMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. PETERS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
address an issue that may not be on the 
top of the agenda for most politicians 
in Washington but could very well be 
the greatest ongoing environmental 
disaster in the United States today. I 
am referring to the billions of gallons 
of raw wastewater sewage, industrial 
waste, and other pollutants that flow 
from Mexico down the Tijuana River 
into San Diego and onto our beaches. 

Those flows sicken our communities, 
they shutter our local businesses, they 
harm our tourism industry, and they 
threaten our servicemembers and Bor-
der Patrol agents stationed in San 
Diego. 

The solution is simple. The United 
States owns and operates a wastewater 
treatment plant on our side of the bor-
der that in the past decades has not 
been maintained and is in desperate 
need of repair and expansion to handle 
the flows. President Biden included 
$310 million in his supplemental fund-
ing request that would make those re-
pairs and upgrades possible. It is not a 
small price, but is there any more wor-
thy investment than in the health of 
our constituents? 

Air quality monitors that were re-
cently installed in the region have con-
firmed what residents have felt for 
years—that unhealthy levels of pollu-
tion are present not only in the ocean, 
but sewage that washes up on land 
dries up and is sending dangerous lev-
els of hydrogen sulfide into the air 
around people’s homes. 

Many of the communities hit hardest 
by this are low income and commu-
nities of color. I can’t help but think 
that if this was happening somewhere 
that wasn’t 3,000 miles from here like 
the Chesapeake Bay or even the Great 
Lakes, it would already have been 
taken care of. 

The public health disaster alone 
should be enough to force action. The 
harm it causes our local small busi-
nesses alone should be enough to force 
action. But in addition to all of that, 
the cross-border pollution poses a 
grave national security threat. 

Coronado, which is in my district, is 
home to the Naval Special Warfare 
Command where Navy SEALs train in 
waters polluted with human feces. I am 
proud to represent these brave 
warfighters, but I am ashamed that we 
have not done more to protect their 
health. 

Everyone expects this training to be 
tough and uncomfortable, but it should 
not pose potential long-term health 
problems. 

Some former SEALs who now serve 
in Congress—all Republicans, by the 
way—have told me about the dis-
gusting waters they had to train in, 
and I am thankful to have their sup-
port to get this funding. 

Now, we know that Mexico must also 
do its part, and much of their infra-
structure has also fallen into disrepair. 
The good news is that Mexico is bound 
by a treaty we signed in San Diego in 
2022 to spend nearly $150 million to fix 
their pipes and their treatment plant. 
That is on top of the $2 million plus 
that Mexico pays the United States an-
nually to treat these contaminated 
waters. 

Mexico, to its credit, has made great 
strides in the last year on their side of 
the border. They have repaired and re-
placed key infrastructure like sewage 
pipes that redirect the contaminated 
water. And just today, January 11, they 
are breaking ground on replacing the 
wastewater treatment plant on their 
side of the border that has been bro-
ken, as well. 

We should be embarrassed—embar-
rassed—that Mexico is acting with 
more urgency than we are. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, this is an ur-
gent public health, business, and na-
tional security disaster. The more we 
delay in addressing cross-border pollu-
tion, the more costly and difficult it 
will be to fix it in the future. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this funding, and I ask that congres-
sional leadership and appropriators in-
clude this funding in any upcoming 
spending package. 

f 

KANSAS COLD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 
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Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to thank the farmers and ranchers 
whose work does not stop. Even in the 
face of extreme freezing temperatures 
and abnormal snowfall, Kansans are 
standing strong and getting the job 
done. 

The Big First District of Kansas is 
one of the most productive agricultural 
areas in the country. It is home to 
more than 60,000 farms and ranches and 
is made up of farmers, ranchers, feed 
lot managers, nutritionists, ethanol 
producers, ag lenders, millers, and agri-
business owners who feed, clothe, and 
fuel the world. 

I grew up in the Big First, and I spent 
thousands of hours on a tractor in 
fields and on horseback doctoring cat-
tle in our family’s feed yard. I know 
well agriculture’s working conditions 
are demanding on a good day but espe-
cially so when our business partner, 
Mother Nature, is as unforgiving as she 
has been lately. 

In the past few days, parts of Kansas 
have seen 15-plus inches of snow, elec-
tricity outages for days, and road clo-
sures that stretch from every corner of 
the State. But those who stand with 
snow up to their knees in the depths of 
winter or haul water in the drought of 
summer know agriculture does not 
take days off. In fact, in weather like 
this, producers work even harder to 
keep livestock and commodities safe 
and secure. No matter the tempera-
ture, they go to work long before most 
of us are awake and stay out until 
many of us have already laid down our 
heads at night. 

They are the people volunteering 
their time to move snow at nearby feed 
lots so cattle can continue to be fed 
and watered. They are the people haul-
ing new cows on their truck floor-
boards out of snowbanks and onto 
dryer ground. They are the people 
breaking ice at all hours of the day. 
They are the men and women staying 
up through the night so a baby animal 
gets a shot at life, a piece of equipment 
is ready to go early the next morning, 
the neighboring producer has the help 
they need to milk their herds, and so 
people like you and I have a safe and 
secure food supply. 

As many across the country have 
learned in the past few years, our food 
does not come from a grocery store 
shelf. The importance of agriculture in 
the food supply chain cannot be over-
stated. This supply chain represents 
millions of people working every day in 
the U.S. It begins with farmers, ranch-
ers, and growers, and it includes food 
processors and manufacturers, millers, 
shippers, transportation workers, and, 
finally, those working in grocery stores 
and restaurants all across the country. 
Each of these people are vital in ensur-
ing we have food on our plates. 

While most of us in the Big First of 
Kansas know how important agri-
culture is, I know that message can 
sometimes get lost on the way to the 
grocery store. So on behalf of all of 
Kansans and Americans, I sincerely 

thank the farmers, ranchers, and pro-
ducers who supply our food, fuel, and 
fiber. I thank them for pulling the baby 
calf out of the snowbank and nursing it 
back to life. I thank them for busting 
ice early and feeding hay late. I thank 
them for putting the needs of their 
livestock before themselves. I thank 
them for their never-ending, back- 
breaking days. I thank them especially 
on cold days for working so hard for 
the extra hours and extra strength. 
Their efforts keep all of us warm and 
fed. 

It is an honor to represent them in 
the House of Representatives on the 
House Agriculture Committee. May 
God bless them and keep everybody 
safe. 

f 

COMMEMORATING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING JR. DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
and honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

This is an important day to Michi-
gan’s 12th District Strong. It is a re-
minder of the legacy of a man who 
dedicated his last breath to the pursuit 
of equality and justice for all. 

I am honored, Mr. Speaker, to rep-
resent the most beautiful, Blackest 
city in the country, the city of Detroit, 
where we birth movements, where 
every corner reminds us of the civil 
rights movement, of the labor move-
ment. 

Dr. King knew the struggles to end 
racism, poverty, and war were all 
interconnected, as well, and 2 weeks 
before he was assassinated, Dr. King 
speaking to sanitation workers on 
strike said: ‘‘All labor has dignity . . . 
You are reminding the Nation that it is 
a crime for people to live in this rich 
nation and receive starvation wages.’’ 

As we strive to make Dr. King’s 
dream a reality, may we continue to 
fight for justice for all. 

SOUTH AFRICA’S GENOCIDE 
Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today 

South Africa will present its case 
against the Israeli Government at the 
International Court of Justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
the link for the case: https:// 
d12t4t5x3vyizu.cloudfront.net/ 
tlaib.house.gov/ uploads/2024/01/192- 
20231228-app-01-00-en.pdf 

It is incredibly powerful to witness 
people who defeated apartheid in their 
own country hold the Israeli apartheid 
regime accountable for its crime of 
genocide in Gaza. 

Today, I am thinking of Nelson 
Mandela’s powerful words: ‘‘We know 
too well that our freedom is incomplete 
without the freedom of the Palestin-
ians.’’ 

In the past 3 months, Israeli forces 
have killed over 23,350 Palestinians, in-
cluding more than 9,600 children. They 
have injured more than 59,400 Palestin-
ians. More than 8,000 Palestinians are 
still missing under the rubble. 

This week, Secretary of State 
Blinken called the case meritless. Let 
me read directly from the case file 
starting on page 59: ‘‘Expressions of 
Genocidal Intent Against the Pales-
tinian People by Israeli State Officials 
and Others’’ so you can hear directly 
from the Israeli officials in their own 
words, not mine. 

President Herzog said: ‘‘It’s an entire 
nation out there that is responsible. 
It’s not true this rhetoric about civil-
ians not aware not involved. It is abso-
lutely not true. . . . and we will fight 
until we break their backbone.’’ 

He is one of the many Israeli officials 
to have handwritten messages on the 
bombs to be dropped on the children of 
Gaza. 

Netanyahu said in his own words: ‘‘A 
struggle between the children of light 
and the children of darkness, between 
humanity and the law of the jungle.’’ 
And he continues to say: ‘‘This is a bat-
tle not only of Israel against these bar-
barians, it’s a battle of civilization 
against barbarism.’’ 

Israel’s Minister of Defense said: 
‘‘imposing a complete siege on Gaza. 
No electricity, no food, no water, no 
fuel. Everything is closed. We are 
fighting human animals . . .’’ Again, 
that is a direct quote from the Minister 
of Defense. 

He continues on to say: ‘‘Gaza won’t 
return to what it was before. We will 
eliminate everything.’’ 

Israeli Minister for National Secu-
rity—again, an official within the 
Israeli Government—speaking of those 
living in Gaza said: ‘‘ . . . they’re all 
terrorists, and they should also be de-
stroyed.’’ 

Israeli Minister of Energy and Infra-
structure said: ‘‘All the civilian popu-
lation in Gaza is ordered to leave im-
mediately. . . . They will not receive a 
drop of water or a single battery until 
they leave the world.’’ 

Israeli Minister of Heritage said: 
‘‘The north of the Gaza Strip, more 
beautiful than ever. Everything is 
blown up and flattened, simply a pleas-
ure for the eyes . . . we will hand over 
lots to all those who fought for Gaza 
over the years.’’ 

I am not done. 
The Israeli Minister of Agriculture 

said: ‘‘[w]e are now actually rolling out 
the Gaza Nakba.’’ 

Deputy Speaker of the Knesset said: 
‘‘ . . . we all have one common goal— 
erasing the Gaza Strip from the face of 
the Earth. Those who are unable will 
be replaced.’’ 

Israeli Army Coordinator of Govern-
ment Activities in the Territories 
speaking of the Palestinians living in 
Gaza said: ‘‘Human animals are dealt 
with accordingly.’’ 

The Israeli Army Reservist said: 
‘‘. . .don’t leave anyone behind. Erase 
the memory of them. Erase them, their 
families, mothers and children. These 
animals can no longer live. . . .Let 
them drop bombs on them and erase 
them.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
the entire South African genocide case 
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against Israel in the International 
Court of Justice: https:// 
d3i6fh83elv35t.cloudfront.net/static/2024/ 
01/192–20231228-app-01-00-en.pdf 

Mr. Speaker, there is simply time to 
save lives, to stop the Israeli Govern-
ment from carrying out the genocide in 
Gaza. This body and the Biden adminis-
tration are complicit in this genocide. 
Congress must stop funding the geno-
cide of the Palestinian people with our 
American tax dollars. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

f 

b 1015 

BORDER CRISIS REACHED BOILING 
POINT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, yesterday, 3,400 students at 
James Madison High School in Brook-
lyn, New York, were unable to attend 
their classes in person. Instead of 
learning in their classrooms, being 
with their fellow students, and eating 
lunch in the cafeteria, these students 
were forced from their own school in 
order to make room for 2,000 illegal im-
migrants who recently came to New 
York City. 

This crisis has reached a boiling 
point, and action must be taken to ad-
dress the impact that it is having on 
our communities. We know the historic 
learning loss that occurred with school 
lockdowns during COVID. Now, instead 
of using the proven and effective re-
main in Mexico policy, President Biden 
has thrown open our doors to a record 
number of illegal immigrants in the 
past year. 

It is time to secure our border. It is 
time to stop making American families 
pay the price for President Biden’s 
weak leadership and failed policies. It 
is time for President Biden to join us 
and demand that the Senate pass the 
Secure the Border Act and finally ad-
dress this catastrophe impacting Amer-
ican families because of the porous 
southern border. 

ADDRESS MEDICARE PAY CUT 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, in rural communities like 
those in south central and south-
western Pennsylvania, millions of pa-
tients rely on Medicare to see their 
doctors, fill their prescriptions, and 
live healthy lives. 

Now, if Congress fails to act, those 
patients will be in jeopardy. Medicare 
pay cuts, when compiled with a 4.6 per-
cent medical inflation, will ultimately 
result in higher costs for Medicare 
beneficiaries. 

When I first came to Congress, I 
pledged to support Medicare and 
pledged to support the patients who 
rely on those Medicare benefits. These 
cuts will make it impossible for rural 
providers to keep their doors open. 
These cuts will mean longer travel and 

wait times for patients to see family 
doctors, to see surgeons, and to see spe-
cialists. 

Right now, thousands of Medicare pa-
tients are in need of a primary care 
physician. These Medicare cuts will 
drive further consolidation and force 
patients into higher cost settings of 
care that will both increase their wait 
times and increase their out-of-pocket 
expenses. 

Congress must step in and address 
these cuts before they do irreversible 
damage to our healthcare system. 
America and our patients are relying 
on us to make the right choices. 

f 

HONORING JACKIE WALLIN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Jackie Wallin, 
a beloved figure in Laughlin, Nevada, 
and the architect of so much success 
across our community. 

Jackie is retiring from her position 
as the president and CEO of the 
Laughlin Chamber of Commerce after 
dedicating 36 years of service to south-
ern Nevada and the tristate area. She 
has been instrumental in promoting 
small businesses, tourism, and philan-
thropic work for families, veterans, 
and seniors across the community. 

Just last week, I had the pleasure of 
meeting with Jackie during a round-
table conversation with the chamber. 
We discussed issues that face local 
businesses and how I can better help 
them here in Washington. We are work-
ing together to make sure that life is 
more affordable and to cut through red 
tape. 

Notably, I got to see Jackie’s work in 
action—not only her persistence in 
fighting for the interests of her com-
munity but also the genuine care and 
charisma she brings to every inter-
action. 

Throughout the day, I had the pleas-
ure of touring the beautiful riverfront 
in the downtown area in Laughlin, 
where I witnessed the incredible com-
munity development that would not 
have been possible without Jackie’s 
decades of hard work. I wish Jackie the 
best of luck as she moves on from lead-
ing the chamber. 

Laughlin is a tight-knit community 
that looks out for one another. Rest as-
sured, Jackie will never stop looking 
out for her neighbors, no matter where 
she is. I expect to see her riding a mo-
torcycle in the future. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Jackie for all 
she has done for our community. 
Laughlin and all of southern Nevada 
are better off because of her. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MIKE HULL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, today, 
I rise to recognize a newly retired pub-

lic servant from central Washington, 
Mr. Mike Hull of Pateros. 

Mike has been an educator for 42 
years and has taught some of the most 
important subjects that engage our 
students to become better informed on 
the democratic process. It is more im-
portant than ever to instill this in our 
young people, and Mike has done so by 
fostering an environment of inclusion, 
curiosity, and learning. In fact, it was 
not uncommon for former students to 
return to his classroom to visit with 
him and to speak about the positive 
impact that he had on their lives. 

His work in education extended well 
beyond the classroom. As those of us 
living on the West Coast know, 
wildfires significantly impact our daily 
lives and our safety. During the 2014 
Carlton Complex recovery, Mike was 
the principal of the Pateros school, the 
central location for food distribution 
and temporary shelter, and was instru-
mental in coordinating recovery efforts 
and volunteer work. Mike led his com-
munity even when his own home was at 
risk from the flames. 

He is truly deserving of an honorable 
public service recognition. I wish him 
the best in his well-deserved retire-
ment. 

f 

TIME TO END THE FAILED WAR 
ON DRUGS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 
will enter in the RECORD my comments 
that I would have made today. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sad and I am 
angry. 

I have been working for 50 years lead-
ing the effort to end the failed, unfair, 
cynical, dangerous war on drugs that 
targeted Black people, that discour-
aged the legal use of a therapeutic 
good, something that could have en-
riched our economy, but instead 
criminalized behavior, had unintended 
consequences, and continues to fail us 
today. 

You have been reading comments 
lately about the problems we have in 
terms of the use of cannabis for some 
pregnant women who are unaware of 
the impact that that can have on a de-
veloping fetus. We are looking at im-
pacts on our children from a cannabis 
that is much more potent than it used 
to be. 

We don’t have a system that regu-
lates it, that taxes it, that keeps it out 
of the hands of children. No neighbor-
hood drug dealer looks for identifica-
tion, and they are perfectly happy to 
sell kids other, more dangerous and po-
tent drugs. We don’t have to do this. 

The House of Representatives has 
passed a number of items that would 
remedy this situation. We passed the 
comprehensive MORE Act that would 
put it on equal footing. Frankly, we 
have legislation that would stop the 
unfair practice of taxing State-legal 
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cannabis businesses two or three times 
higher than regular businesses. No 
wonder they can’t compete with the 
black market. 

We have a situation now where the 
State-legal cannabis companies have to 
pay their taxes with shopping bags full 
of $20 bills, because we still deny them 
access to banking services. That is not 
just unfair; it is insane. It promotes 
money laundering, and it inhibits the 
opportunity of enterprises that are 
legal now for most Americans for ei-
ther medical or adult use. 

It is time that the Federal Govern-
ment get its act together and stop 
making these problems worse. The 
Biden administration has taken some 
halting, positive steps, pardoning peo-
ple who didn’t need to be caught up in 
this in the first place, and they are 
looking at rescheduling cannabis to 
make it easier to do the research, and 
it would overnight end the unfair tax-
ing situation. They would be able to 
deduct their business expenses. How 
novel. It is time for Congress to stop 
making this problem worse. 

The Federal Government created the 
situation with the failed war on drugs, 
unfair to millions of Americans, and 
denied an opportunity for something 
that the American public has dem-
onstrated time after time they want to 
happen by their State votes legalizing 
it. 

It is not too late for this Congress to 
take the legislation that we have in 
the process to solve this problem, to be 
fair in the failed war on drugs, be able 
to allow State-legal businesses to not 
be at a disadvantage to the cartels and 
the cheaters, and get this right. 

After 50 years, it is time to finally 
end the failed war on drugs and be fair 
to the American people. 

Let’s reflect for a moment on the cost of our 
failure to act on the critical cannabis reform 
proposals before this Congress. 

Tens of millions of Americans have been 
trapped by the deplorable failed war on drugs 
and archaic prohibition of marijuana. 

While this prohibition has harmed Ameri-
cans across the board, it has not been en-
forced equally. 

In every single state, Black people are more 
likely to be arrested for marijuana possession 
than their white neighbors. 

Black people are more than three times as 
likely than whites to be arrested for marijuana 
possession, despite comparable usage rates. 

The public finally recognizes this injustice. 
Ending to this failed policy is more popular 

than ever before. 
Seventy percent of Americans support legal-

izing marijuana, including majorities of Repub-
licans and Independents as well as Demo-
crats. 

It is states, led by my home state of Or-
egon, that have led the way to end this prohi-
bition. 

Twenty-four states and multiple territories 
having legalized adult-use marijuana. 

Many of these states have worked valiantly 
to make these markets accessible to those di-
rectly impacted, especially communities 
harmed in the weaponization of marijuana pro-
hibition. 

They have invested in equity licensing struc-
tures, tax relief, and more. 

However, it is clear, that without a com-
prehensive federal framework for legalization, 
these programs will continue to fall woefully 
short. 

A state-by-state patchwork of legalization 
doesn’t work. 

To meaningfully address the harms facing 
our communities—particularly Black and 
Brown Americans targeted in federal cannabis 
prohibition—we must act on the critical pro-
posals before this Congress. 

Obviously the MORE Act is the gold stand-
ard for comprehensive reform. This critical leg-
islation: 

Deschedules marijuana; 
Expunges prior convictions; 
Implements a real federal tax structure for 

these products; 
Makes SBA funds available to these small 

businesses; and 
Invests in programs that minimize barriers to 

marijuana licensing and employment for the 
individuals most adversely impacted by the 
failed war on drugs. 

The House has twice passed this legislation 
with bipartisan support. It is devastating that 
the Senate has failed to act. 

The SAFE Banking Act makes banking 
services available to regulated marijuana busi-
nesses—denying the benefits that keep em-
ployees safe and lower costs for vulnerable 
small businesses by getting cash off the 
streets. 

The Veterans Equal Access Act allows vet-
erans to work with their preferred providers to 
decide if medical marijuana is the right treat-
ment option for them instead of denying them 
their preferred provider for care. 

And, finally, perhaps most important for 
struggling cannabis businesses is tax reform. 

Under Section 280E of the federal tax code, 
marijuana businesses are not able to deduct 
any business expenses from their federal 
taxes. 

This exponentially increases their tax bur-
den compared to other regulated businesses. 

My Small Business Tax Equity Act would 
end this inequity, making it far more acces-
sible for small businesses to enter the legal 
marijuana markets and fairly compete with the 
illicit market. 

While Congress considers these critical 
pieces of legislation, President Biden has 
taken some action to address the ongoing 
harms of criminalization. 

In 2022, he issued thousands of pardons for 
simple federal marijuana possession convic-
tions and challenged governors across the 
country to do the same for state convictions. 

This past December, he expanded this relief 
to convictions in D.C. and to those with federal 
convictions for attempted possession of mari-
juana. 

For the people eligible, these pardons are 
tremendously impactful—restoring their rights 
to education and housing and so much more. 

The Drug Enforcement Administration has 
also confirmed their authority to deschedule 
marijuana. 

Descheduling marijuana will allow full de-
duction of costs of marijuana business. 

Allowing these businesses to deduct their 
expenses as the tax code was intended will 
help level the playing field for those who do 
not have the benefit of existing dominance in 
the industry. 

Descheduling is a vital, common-sense leap 
forward that will make the federal government 
the partner our states and communities need 
to address the ongoing harms of our failed 
cannabis policies. 

Congress must act on the common-sense 
reforms to meaningfully end the failed war on 
drugs and repair the harms caused by a state- 
by-state patchwork of marijuana legalization. 

It is past time for simple bipartisan reform. 
f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PAULA 
TROUTMAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LANGWORTHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today with a heavy heart to pay 
tribute to a remarkable individual 
whose impact on western New York, 
the southern tier, and our educational 
system is immeasurable. Paula J. 
Troutman, the beloved principal of 
Fredonia Middle School, left us unex-
pectedly on New Year’s Day at the age 
of 60. 

I have had the honor to know Paula 
Troutman and her beautiful family 
since the late 1990s when I was a stu-
dent at Pine Valley High School. Her 
passing has left a void that is deeply 
felt by her family, her friends, her col-
leagues, and the thousands of students 
whose lives she touched. 

Paula Troutman was a lifelong edu-
cator, a coach, a school administrator, 
and a proud alumnus of Pine Valley 
Central School who went on to teach 
young people in her hometown. She ul-
timately went on to be the principal of 
Fredonia Middle School. 

In our small towns in the southern 
tier, our schools are the epicenter of 
our communities, and Paula Troutman 
was a community leader who touched 
many, many lives. 

Her ultimate legacy is her beautiful 
family. Married for 40 years to her hus-
band, Dan, they operated a family 
farm. They have four amazing children, 
Danielle, Kourtney, Justina, and Cody, 
all of which have followed in their 
mother’s footsteps in education or 
coaching. Paula was a loving grand-
mother to six beautiful grandchildren. 

A shocked community is mourning 
her sudden passing, expressing their 
love and support for her family, and 
also reflecting on the leadership role 
she played for many in the community. 

Fredonia Central School District Su-
perintendent Brad Zilliox aptly cap-
tured Paula’s essence, stating: ‘‘It is 
Paula’s impact on fostering relation-
ships, a work family, that our staff is 
leaning on as strength to be there for 
our students and each other.’’ 

Colleagues and friends have shared 
heartwarming stories of Paula’s un-
wavering support and genuine care. 
From reassuring a worried mother 
about a school transition to coaching 
with passion and dedication, Paula left 
an enduring mark on the lives of those 
around her. 

As we mourn the loss of Paula Trout-
man, we remember her not only for her 
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professional accomplishments but for 
the kindness and understanding that 
made her a cherished figure in the lives 
of many. 

In one of her very last social media 
posts, Paula Troutman said her new 
year’s resolution for 2024 was to ‘‘Love 
More.’’ I think that is a resolution that 
we could all strive for. In her passing, 
it is clear that she gave her community 
and those around her a lot of love, and 
those people that she touched truly 
loved her back. 

Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and pray-
ers go out to Paula’s family during this 
very difficult time. May her legacy in-
spire us to embrace the values that she 
held dear, values of compassion, dedi-
cation, and the unwavering belief in 
the transformative power of education. 

f 

b 1030 

HONORING SERGEANT PHILIP 
DALE NIX 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. MANNING) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor the late Sergeant Philip Dale 
Nix of the Greensboro Police Depart-
ment. 

On December 30, Sergeant Nix, while 
off duty, was at a gas station, where he 
saw three young people stealing several 
cases of beer. When he approached the 
robbers’ car, the 18-year-old thief shot 
Sergeant Nix five times, killing him 
for over less than $100 worth of beer. 

Dale Nix’s loss is a tragedy that has 
been a terrible blow to Greensboro and 
the Triad. Our entire community is 
grieving, from his fellow officers and 
emergency responders, to those he 
helped at the Guilford County Family 
Justice Center, to people across the 
city who, like me, are shocked and sad-
dened over the loss of this fine man. 

Sergeant Nix joined the Greensboro 
Police Department in 2001, where he 
served our community with distinction 
for 22 years. As mentioned at our re-
cent community vigil by so many of 
his colleagues, Sergeant Nix was a 
standout leader. He went above and be-
yond in all his roles on the force and 
was dedicated to justice and helping 
others. 

In his 22 years on the force, Sergeant 
Nix served as a Criminal Investigation 
Division detective, a patrol corporal, 
patrol sergeant, team leader for the 
peer support team for 12 years, assist-
ant team leader of the GPD Honor 
Guard, and his latest assignment was 
as detective sergeant of the Family 
Victims Unit, where he worked closely 
with the Family Justice Center, help-
ing victims of crimes, particularly 
women and children, who were the vic-
tims of domestic violence. 

As Catherine Johnson, who runs the 
Family Justice Center, said at the 
vigil, Dale Nix had an extraordinary 
ability to connect with people, espe-

cially people in pain. He was able to 
work so well with the victims of crimes 
because he listened to them. He gained 
their trust. They knew he would fight 
for them because they knew he cared. 

The impact Sergeant Nix made on 
families in Greensboro is incalculable. 
The stories have poured in from people 
he impacted, stories that have been 
both heartwarming and heartbreaking. 
Here was a man who was devoted to 
others, a man who made a real dif-
ference, whose ability to help those in 
need was cut far too short. 

In addition to his valiant service to 
our community, Dale Nix was a beloved 
husband and father, a true family man. 
At this difficult time, my heart breaks 
for his wife, son, parents, and his entire 
family. I share my condolences with 
the Greensboro Police Department, the 
fire department, the 911 emergency 
center, those at the Family Justice 
Center, and all who served with him. 

Sergeant Nix was a man of integrity, 
family, and service. He protected the 
innocent, advocated for victims, and 
made a difference in countless lives. It 
is truly tragic that, while Sergeant Nix 
dedicated his career to preventing 
crimes and helping victims, he lost his 
life to violent criminals. 

As a Member of Congress and a mem-
ber of the Greensboro community, I am 
outraged by the act of senseless vio-
lence that stole Sergeant Nix’s life. I 
will continue to use my role in Con-
gress and in my community to work 
towards solutions that will stop this 
painful cycle of violence that has 
claimed far too many innocent lives. 

I know that Sergeant Nix’s legacy 
will live on. He will long be remem-
bered as a father, a husband, a man of 
integrity and service, an advocate, a 
true hero, and a pillar of justice in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. 

May his memory be a blessing to all. 
f 

A CALL TO CHAMPION FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on this body to champion 
fiscal responsibility. 

It is no secret that the U.S. is steam-
rolling its way to fiscal ruin, rapidly 
barreling toward economic collapse 
and unfairly burdening future genera-
tions, yet few here in Washington seem 
to notice this fiscal calamity, let alone 
care enough to fix it. Far too many 
have not only become numb to our bal-
looning national debt and out-of-con-
trol deficit, but completely addicted to 
spending money that we simply don’t 
have. 

The U.S. national debt climbs higher 
every second, swelling at such an 
alarming rate that hitting new trillion- 
dollar milestones has now become rou-
tine. In fact, in June, just 7 months 
ago, the national debt reached $32 tril-
lion. This figure surged to $33 trillion 3 
months later in September, and, just 

days ago, in just another 3.5 months, 
our national debt surpassed $34 trillion, 
amounting to roughly $100,000 for every 
American, for our constituents. 

Racking up more than $2 trillion in 
national debt in just 7 months’ time is 
not a historic milestone; it is a historic 
failure. At this rate, we are adding 
roughly a trillion dollars to our na-
tional debt every 90 days—think about 
that—a trillion dollars every 90 days, 
setting us up to hit, if not exceed, $37 
trillion by the end of the fiscal year. 
Unsustainable is an understatement. 

Every solitary Member should be en-
raged by this ill-fated trend, but de-
spite all the warning signs, it is busi-
ness as usual here in Washington, as 
evidenced by the recently announced 
agreement on the overall price tag for 
fiscal year 2024 appropriations. 

Make no mistake, the bipartisan 
spending deal is a total sham. No 
amount of smoke and mirrors can hide 
the swamp’s irresponsible, wasteful, 
and reckless spending agenda. While 
leaders from both parties claimed that 
the top-line spending level matches the 
$1.59 trillion statutory cap set last year 
by the Fiscal Responsibility Act, the 
true total of programmatic spending is 
actually more than $68 billion higher 
at $1.658 trillion. 

The statutory FRA cap, which, in my 
opinion, is already far too high, should 
have been the ceiling, not the floor, to 
hide or excuse this excessive spending. 
That is right: New year, same uniparty. 

I vehemently oppose this sham bipar-
tisan spending deal, and I am deeply 
disappointed that, yet again, at Presi-
dent Biden and Senate Leader SCHU-
MER’s pleasure, critical leverage and 
key policy wins were abandoned. 

My constituents didn’t send me here 
to greenlight more of the swamp’s 
spending as usual, exacerbate our na-
tional debt, or concede in conservative 
policy battles. They sent me here to 
change the course of Congress, to 
change the status quo. 

I am fighting to do just that, but, if 
we are ever going to save our Nation, 
economy, and future generations from 
financial failure, we need more Repub-
licans in both Chambers to join the 
fight. After all, we should be far more 
afraid of fiscal calamity than fighting 
the swamp. 

Therefore, I urge my colleagues to 
take our rapidly approaching financial 
ruin seriously by rejecting this irre-
sponsible deal. Let’s champion fiscal 
responsibility and return fiscal sanity 
to Washington by cutting spending, not 
carrying on business as usual while our 
fiscal House falls into a sinkhole of 
skyrocketing debt. 

f 

IMMIGRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. SLOTKIN) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, now that 
we are back in Washington and start-
ing some very serious conversations, I 
wanted to make clear where I stand on 
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an issue that I think most Americans, 
certainly most Members of Congress, 
believe is of urgent importance, and 
that is on the issue of immigration. 

Immigration is now part of a larger 
negotiation that is going on, largely in 
the Senate, in addition to funding 
things like Ukraine, the Middle East 
conflict, and support in Taiwan. It is 
all in the mix. 

Truth be told, since becoming a 
Member of Congress, I have never seen 
an issue more politicized than the issue 
of immigration. I think most of us, re-
gardless of party, would agree that our 
immigration system is broken. It is not 
working for anyone—not the commu-
nities struggling to handle thousands 
of migrants; not our own economy, 
where we actually really need immi-
gration; not the migrants themselves 
who are walking, in some cases, a thou-
sand miles with their children to get to 
our border. 

Both Democrats and Republicans 
share blame on this situation. We have 
had chances to reform this totally bro-
ken system in the past, but we have 
fallen short over and over again. 

It does not have to be this way. I 
think, as rational, practical people, we 
should be able to come together and 
have a conversation about how we 
think this most American of issues 
should go, and as we do, we should fol-
low what I consider the five core pillars 
to address this comprehensive crisis: 

Number one, immigration in the 
United States should be based on the 
needs of the U.S. economy and the em-
ployers in the United States. Right 
now, every single employer that I know 
is looking for legal labor, and our econ-
omy can take new people coming into 
the workforce. 

We should key our immigration num-
bers to the economy. Immigration 
numbers, visa numbers, are set by Con-
gress—not by the White House, but by 
this body that I sit in, so if we want to 
raise the caps of legally allowed visas 
in the United States, that is on this 
body. 

Number two, we have to change the 
system so that immigrants can come 
to this country by applying from their 
home countries. Have it be faster to 
get a legal work permit from your 
home country rather than walking, as I 
said, a thousand miles, making this 
dangerous journey to the border, or 
paying a whole bunch of unsavory peo-
ple to get themselves over. 

This is how it works on the northern 
border. I am from Michigan. You don’t 
have border agents making decisions 
about whether someone gets to come 
into our country or not. They are 
checking the visas and the paperwork, 
stamping approved or unapproved and 
moving them through. 

Number three, we need to invest in 
border security. Every country in the 
world deserves to know who is coming 
inside their borders. 

I am a national security person. I 
spent my entire life trying to make 
sure our homeland was protected. 

Every country has the right to know 
who is coming in. We need strong bor-
der security, and there are plenty of bi-
partisan proposals, including ones that 
I have presented, that can accomplish 
this. 

Number four, we have to address the 
root causes of migration. Why are peo-
ple risking their life to come to this 
country in the first place? It is pov-
erty. It is violence back home. We have 
got to help those countries improve 
their situation, so we don’t have such a 
flood of people feeling desperate to 
come to the United States. That is in 
their interests and ours. 

Lastly, we need to live up to our val-
ues and morals as a country of immi-
grants, as a Nation of immigrants. I 
am guessing everyone in this room 
right now owes their lives in America 
to an immigration story, and we al-
ways should remain a place where peo-
ple fearing persecution and death can 
come to for a chance to live. 

I am willing to talk with anyone, 
Democrat or Republican, who wants to 
uphold commonsense conversations. I 
am willing to make progress, even if it 
is not popular, even if plans are imper-
fect. The truth is there are a lot of bi-
partisan ideas out there. They are just 
not sexy. They just don’t get attention. 

I am the cosponsor of something 
called the Dignity Act. It is a com-
prehensive reform plan. It is bipar-
tisan. It was put together by folks in 
the Problem Solvers Caucus. To be 
honest about those future negotiations, 
we have to be honest that our immigra-
tion system is broken because of that 
partisanship, because all sides—Mem-
bers of the House, the Senate, and the 
White House—are pointing fingers at 
everybody else. 

There is a way out of this mess. It is 
the same thing our constituents do 
every day. They go to work. They have 
negotiations. Not everyone is happy, 
but they come up with a compromise. 

As we kick off 2024, we know that 
this issue of immigration is on the top 
of all of our news feeds. It is being dis-
cussed in the Senate right now. I am 
willing to work with anyone who is ac-
tually focused on getting something 
done. 

f 

CONGRATULATING SUNY 
CORTLAND FOOTBALL TEAM ON 
FIRST-EVER NATIONAL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GARBARINO). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor SUNY Cortland’s foot-
ball team for winning its first-ever na-
tional championship. 

In a thrilling showdown at the 50th 
Amos Alonzo Stagg Bowl, the Red 
Dragons defeated the previously un-
beaten and top-ranked North Central 
College by a narrow 38–37. 

This victory marks the culmination 
of a phenomenal season where 

Cortland’s junior quarterback, Zac 
Boyes, showcased brilliance with 349 
passing yards, 5 touchdowns, and 123 
rushing yards. 

b 1045 
The championship game, a showcase 

of two prolific offenses, unfolded in 
dramatic fashion, featuring three lead 
changes and three ties. In the closing 
moments, North Central sought a 
comeback, narrowing Cortland’s lead 
to 38–37, with a 60-yard pass, but the 
Red Dragons held firm, stopping the 
two-point conversion and securing the 
win. 

This triumph is not just a win for the 
team, but a testament to their resil-
ience defeating a program that held a 
29-game winning streak and defending 
the Division III national champions. 
Cortland’s journey through the play-
offs, with five consecutive wins against 
top 25 opponents, underscores their ex-
ceptional prowess. 

As we applaud this victory, we also 
acknowledge the broader significance. 
This is the first New York school to 
reach the Division III title game since 
1991. 

In a season that saw them ranked 
11th nationally, the Red Dragons 
soared to unparalleled heights, achiev-
ing their 26th team title overall. Today 
let’s recognize and celebrate their hard 
work, dedication, and indomitable spir-
it that defines champions. 

On behalf of the people of the 19th 
Congressional District, congratulations 
to SUNY Cortland on this historic and 
well-deserved win. May their success 
inspire future generations to strive for 
greatness on and off the field. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF JIM 
DUNHAM 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of a 
cherished member of our community, 
Mr. Jim Dunham of Kinderhook, New 
York. 

Jim passed away on December 18, 
leaving behind a legacy of selfless dedi-
cation and a profound impact on the 
Kinderhook community. Jim’s early 
life was shaped by the support of his 
family, and he went on to become an 
exemplary son, husband, father, and 
grandfather. 

A devoted public servant, Jim volun-
teered for over five decades, ultimately 
serving as a village trustee and mayor. 
This summer, Dunham Park in the vil-
lage square was named in his honor, 
recognizing his extensive service and 
lasting impact. 

Jim’s commitment to family, com-
munity, and public service extended to 
his roles in the Kinderhook Reformed 
Church, as a volunteer firefighter, and 
a Little League coach. An avid baseball 
fan, he found joy rooting for Cleveland 
and his hometown Kinderhook Robins. 

In addition to his civic contributions, 
Jim earned a B.S. in civil engineering 
and had a 35-year distinguished career 
with the New York State Department 
of Transportation. 

Today, as we express our condolences 
to Jim’s family and friends, let us also 
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celebrate the life of a man whose hu-
mility, sincerity, kindness, and love for 
his community were the hallmarks of 
his character. 

May Jim rest in peace, and may his 
memory inspire us all to serve. 

f 

INVESTING IN RURAL 
COMMUNITIES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. VASQUEZ) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. VASQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to proudly announce that two of 
my communities in various parts of 
southern New Mexico will receive $63 
million in Federal investment to con-
struct two medium- and heavy-duty 
commercial electric truck charging 
stations along Interstate 10 thanks to 
the bipartisan infrastructure law. 

Lordsburg, in Hidalgo County, is 
home to only 2,300 people, and Vado in 
Dona Ana County is home to nearly 
3,000 people. 

This type of investment in these 
small, rural communities will spur eco-
nomic development in these places for 
generations to come. 

While we talk about these new elec-
trification opportunities across the 
country, I am always asked: What jobs 
will this bring to the rural commu-
nities like mine? 

This $63 million award coming to 
New Mexico is the largest award in the 
United States and will go a long way to 
not just helping us transition to clean-
er trucks and transportation but it will 
also boost economic development in 
rural communities. 

Larger metropolitan areas continu-
ously benefit from Federal invest-
ments, so this is why I fight to make 
sure that towns like Lordsburg and 
Vado are not being left behind by the 
decisions here in Washington. 

The construction of these new charg-
ing centers will provide critical resting 
places along the I–10 corridor, a route 
that facilitates the transportation of 
millions of dollars in goods from the 
Ports of Los Angeles through New Mex-
ico and through the rest of the coun-
try. 

Along with this project comes new 
jobs and other investments like lodg-
ing, food services, and fuel stations 
that will serve the truckers who are 
utilizing the new center. 

This critical funding is also helping 
grow American manufacturing, includ-
ing in my district in New Mexico. In 
fact, in September, Hota, an auto parts 
maker, announced that they are open-
ing a factory in Santa Teresa that will 
support 350 new jobs building these 
parts for electric vehicles. 

I am committed to growing the rural 
economies in my district, whether that 
is supporting new manufacturing jobs 
or establishing new charging hubs 
along I–10. This shows that we can 
work together in a bipartisan way and 
deliver for the American people and for 
our rural communities. 

SECRETARY MAYORKAS HAS 
FAILED TO UPHOLD HIS OFFICE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. LALOTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans have had enough. 

I rise today to call upon the House of 
Representatives to impeach Homeland 
Security Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas and for the Senate to con-
vict and remove him from the office he 
has failed to uphold. 

Since being sworn in 3 years ago, 
Secretary Mayorkas has neglected his 
duty to secure the border; he has 
abused his power to exercise proper dis-
cretion over America’s immigration 
process by refusing to enforce Federal 
laws, and he has breached the public 
trust and put the safety of the Amer-
ican people at risk. 

Secretary Mayorkas is the worst 
Cabinet-level official in our Nation’s 
proud history, and he has subverted our 
Nation’s laws so many times. With re-
spect to his impeachment and removal, 
I want to focus on two main points: the 
reassigning of Border Patrol agents 
away from the border, and the lack of 
vetting of migrants paroled into our in-
terior. 

First, Secretary Mayorkas continues 
to require Border Patrol agents be 
taken off of the border and, instead, sit 
behind a desk at migrant processing 
centers to process more and more dubi-
ous asylum claims and facilitate mi-
grants’ parole into our Nation’s inte-
rior. 

This is an abuse of power by the Sec-
retary to exercise proper discretion 
over our Nation’s immigration process. 
The diversion of border agents away 
from the border leaves the already 
mostly unsecured border even more 
vulnerable to cartels looking to ille-
gally traffic people and narcotics, in-
cluding fentanyl. 

Fentanyl has been coming through 
legal and illegal border crossings, over-
whelming our law enforcement. The 
open and agentless border can be tied 
to the death of the 73,000 Americans 
who were poisoned by fentanyl in 2022 
alone. In redirecting personnel away 
from the border, leaving it wide open 
for tens of miles in many places, Sec-
retary Mayorkas has neglected his 
duty to secure America’s southern bor-
der and to keep our communities safe. 

Second, Mr. Speaker, Secretary 
Mayorkas’ scheme of paroling hundreds 
of thousands of migrants into the 
United States who have not and cannot 
be properly vetted undermines our na-
tional security efforts to keep America 
safe in a post-9/11 world. 

In just 2 years in office, Secretary 
Mayorkas paroled and allowed 541,000 
migrants to enter the United States 
through immigration parole authority, 
which gives Federal officials the power 
to authorize the entry of foreigners 
who lack visas. Moreover, while this 
number on its own is objectionable, the 
impeachmentworthy part is Secretary 
Mayorkas has allowed these individ-

uals into our communities without a 
proper understanding of their criminal 
backgrounds or national security in-
tentions. 

According to the not-so-conservative 
New York Times, more than 24,000 Chi-
nese citizens illegally crossed into the 
United States in a 1-year time period 
under Secretary Mayorkas. Mayorkas 
then paroled a large fraction of them 
into the United States without any 
proper vetting whatsoever. 

This has brought us to this week, 
where the Homeland Security Com-
mittee opened impeachment pro-
ceedings against Secretary Mayorkas. 
This was not an easy decision, but it is 
necessary for the well-being of our Na-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, House Republicans’ 
calls for the Secretary’s impeachment 
and removal from office comes after 
exhausting all other efforts. 

In May of last year, the House took 
action and passed H.R. 2, the Secure 
the Border Act, which, among other 
things, would counter Secretary 
Mayorkas’ alternative immigration 
scheme by reinstating the remain in 
Mexico policy and requiring the con-
struction of more physical barriers at 
the border. Yet, this bill languishes on 
Senator SCHUMER’s desk. 

Despite the inaction from our Senate 
counterparts, we House Republicans 
have hosted multiple public hearings to 
show the American people the failures 
of Secretary Mayorkas’ alternative im-
migration process with the hope that 
he would change course. These hear-
ings have been complemented by nu-
merous trips to the southern border to 
allow Members of this Chamber to hear 
directly from border communities, 
local officials, law enforcement, and 
families harmed by his crisis. House 
Republicans understand Americans 
want a more secure border, as is dem-
onstrated by the staggering 68 percent 
disapproval rating on the President’s 
handling of immigration. 

Mr. Speaker, to summarize, Sec-
retary Mayorkas has, one, neglected 
his duty to secure the border; two, 
abused his power to exercise proper dis-
cretion over America’s immigration 
process; and, three, breached the public 
trust. 

Secretary Mayorkas is intentionally 
circumventing the immigration and 
border security laws passed by multiple 
Congresses and signed by previous 
Presidents of both parties, and I be-
lieve he holds partial responsibility for 
thousands of our children dying from 
fentanyl poisoning. The majority of 
Americans want accountability. 

f 

FIRST-YEAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, during the first year of the 
118th Congress, my focus was clear: en-
suring the people of eastern North 
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Carolina were seen and heard in Wash-
ington, D.C., and not forgotten. 

It was essential to champion 
healthcare, and I am glad North Caro-
lina expanded Medicaid, securing over 
3,000 jobs, making healthcare acces-
sible for 95,000 residents, and saving 
rural hospitals in eastern North Caro-
lina. 

I voted to support our community 
health centers and twice to keep the 
government open, realizing the dev-
astating impact a shutdown would 
have on eastern North Carolinians. 

I am proud to say our office resolved 
over 970 constituent cases. We held 
over 1,000 meetings, returned over $3 
million to families, distributed over 
$260 million in grants, and submitted 
more than $16 million in community 
project funding. I crisscrossed our dis-
trict and visited all 19 counties mul-
tiple times hearing from constituents. 

We are working to create a brighter 
future in eastern North Carolina by 
empowering young leaders, and that is 
why I visited schools in all 19 counties 
to talk to students as a part of our 
Live the Dream Down East Tour. 

We honored Sarah Keys Evans, an 
American hero, highlighted the avia-
tion sciences program at Elizabeth 
City State University, and Lady Pirate 
Marissa, the first live female pirate 
mascot at East Carolina University. 

We stood staunchly with our farmers, 
servicemembers, veterans, and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, we must secure the bor-
der, so it was essential to travel to the 
southern border and speak with Border 
Patrol agents within my first 4 months 
of office to hear from those on the 
ground about their challenges. 

I made it clear that we must always 
stand with our ally, Israel, in their 
fight against Hamas terrorists and 
keep our F–15 Strike Eagles at Sey-
mour Johnson Air Force Base. 

I have proudly sponsored 17 bills, 12 
bipartisan, and cosponsored over 350 bi-
partisan pieces of legislation. 

As we now forge ahead in 2024, I will 
continue to provide hope and keep the 
American Dream within reach for East-
ern North Carolinians. 

f 

HONORING NASSAU COUNTY 
COUNCIL ON AGING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BEAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it 
is trivia time. 

What year was it, ‘‘Sanford and Son’’ 
and ‘‘All in the Family’’ were the most 
popular shows on television; the top 
songs on the radio were ‘‘The Way We 
Were’’ and ‘‘The Loco-Motion;’’ the top 
movie in America that year was ‘‘Blaz-
ing Saddles;’’ and Gerald Ford was our 
brand-new President? 

What year was it? 
It was 1974, 50 years ago. 
It was that same year a group of for-

ward-looking and caring citizens in 
Nassau County, Florida, who met, in-

cluding George Crady, Elsie Harper, 
Edgar Lindsay, and Buddy Jacobs fresh 
out of law school. They met to estab-
lish the Nassau County Council on 
Aging. 

Today, I rise to honor Nassau County 
Council on Aging for turning 50 years 
old and for 50 years of service to Nas-
sau’s wise and seasoned residents. I 
think we can all agree they don’t look 
a day over 29. 

From its inception, the council has 
selflessly met the needs of our senior 
citizens, providing meal delivery, 
household chores, and transportation 
needs in its early days. 

Then it launched its core mission of 
remaining steadfast to enhance the 
lives of older adults with compas-
sionate care. Today, they are led by a 
young and dynamic CEO, Janice 
Ancrum. Under her leadership, the 
council has thrived. It has a brand-new 
headquarters, and it is poised for fu-
ture greatness. 

Soon, there will be a fancy black-tie 
gala in Nassau County to celebrate— 
hopefully, there will be cake—the self-
less thousands of volunteers who have 
participated to serve the tens of thou-
sands of residents who have taken ad-
vantage of the Nassau Council on 
Aging’s services. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in celebrating this 
signature milestone for the Nassau 
Council on Aging. I thank everybody 
who has been involved. The future of 
Nassau County citizens is, indeed, 
bright. 

b 1100 
PRESIDENT BIDEN’S POLICIES CAUSING CHAOS AT 

BORDER 
Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

can you guess how many times Presi-
dent Biden visited the border in 2023 
compared to how many days he went 
on vacation? One versus 138. Maybe if 
President Biden spent more time at the 
border, he would understand the chaos 
his policies have created. 

This is my first term in Congress, 
and I just returned from my second 
visit to the border. I went with Speak-
er JOHNSON and a record number of 
other Members to see firsthand just 
what is going on. What I saw was 
shocking. 

Illegal immigrants simply walk 
across what was formerly known as our 
border. They are walking across as-
sisted by Border Patrol and then chauf-
feured to the processing center where 
they have been given free bus and air-
line tickets to cities all across Amer-
ica. 

Mr. Speaker, our porous border is 
open. It is an open wound being taken 
advantage of by bad actors, criminals, 
traffickers, cartels, and even terrorists 
from around the world. The massive 
caravans will not stop until we secure 
our border. No, taxpayer funding 
shouldn’t be going forward to continue 
our same old policies of processing 
more immigrants around our Nation. 

This administration can deflect, 
deny, and detract, but President Biden 

cannot escape the fact there is an inva-
sion going on at our southern border, 
the root cause of which is his senseless 
and reckless open border policies. 

In typical fashion, President Biden 
has attempted to shift the blame for 
the influx of illegal immigration to one 
of his favorite political targets—House 
Republicans. Mr. Speaker, here is the 
truth: It was President Biden who 
ended the remain in Mexico policy. It 
was President Biden who ended title 42. 
It was President Biden who stopped the 
construction of the border wall. It was 
President Biden who instructed Border 
Patrol to cut the razor wire to allow 
more to come in. 

Furthermore, as a result of his poli-
cies, just recently in New York City, 
students—can you believe this?—are 
being kicked out of a school in order to 
house illegal immigrants who have 
willingly broken our laws, and our tax-
payer dollars are funding every bit of 
it. 

Our southern border remains open for 
one reason and one reason alone: be-
cause President Biden refuses to shut 
it down. 

One question, Mr. Speaker: Why? 
Why is President Biden keeping our 
border open? Why? 

It is time for President Biden to stop 
turning his back on America and its 
citizens, the hardworking and tax-
paying men and women who make this 
country great, and secure our border. 

f 

COMMEMORATING KANSAS CITY 
CHIEFS’ FIRST SUPER BOWL VIC-
TORY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. ALFORD) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
stand before you with immense pride 
and a spirited ‘‘Go Chiefs’’ to introduce 
a resolution commemorating a historic 
moment in sports history. 

We gather to recognize the 54th anni-
versary of the Kansas City Chiefs’ first 
Super Bowl victory, a day that remains 
etched in the hearts of many. 

On January 11, 1970, the Chiefs tri-
umphed over the Minnesota Vikings in 
Super Bowl IV with a score of 23–7, 
with the late, great Lenny Dawson, 
pictured here, leading the way. 

By the way, you may not know this, 
Mr. Speaker, but the term ‘‘Super 
Bowl’’ was coined by the Chief’s owner, 
Lamar Hunt, who saw his kids playing 
with a Superball. He thought, hey, that 
sounds like a great name for a contest, 
so he named it the ‘‘Super Bowl,’’ and 
the rest is history. 

This wasn’t just any Super Bowl. It 
was a historic moment as it was the 
final game played at an American 
Football League franchise before the 
AFL-NFL merger. 

This resolution is a tribute to that 
victory, a celebration of the team’s en-
during legacy, and an acknowledgment 
of the joy and unity it brought to fans, 
our community, and our State. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 

join me in supporting this resolution. 
As we prepare to attend the Chiefs’ 
playoff game this Saturday at Arrow-
head, which could be the coldest NFL 
game since 2016, a balmy 5 degrees, I 
say, once again: Go Chiefs. 

202ND ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREAT SEAL OF 
MISSOURI 

Mr. ALFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 202nd anniver-
sary of the adoption of the great seal of 
the State of Missouri, seen right here 
and above our very heads on the ceiling 
of this distinguished Chamber. 

On January 11, 1822, the Missouri 
General Assembly adopted an act that 
established a symbol of the State of 
Missouri for the people of Missouri. 
This seal symbolizes the bravery, 
strength, and unity of the Show-Me 
State. 

‘‘Salus populi suprema lex esto,’’ our 
State motto, means: the welfare of the 
people shall be the supreme law. The 
great seal designer, William Wells, in-
tended the motto to represent the very 
fabric of the State government. 

The crescent Moon symbolizes Mis-
souri at the time of the seal’s cre-
ation—of small population and wealth 
but would increase soon, just like the 
crescent Moon. 

The two bears represent the strength 
of our State. 

There are 24 stars. Twenty-three of 
them represent the States that were al-
ready in existence when Missouri be-
came the 24th. 

The clouds surrounding the stars rep-
resent the rocky process that led to 
Missouri becoming a State. 

The seal itself declares and empha-
sizes: ‘‘United We Stand, Divided We 
Fall.’’ Our founders knew that if we 
work together, we can accomplish 
great things for our State and our Na-
tion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JIM LEYLAND 
ON ELECTION TO BASEBALL 
HALL OF FAME 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Iowa (Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to congratulate Jim Leyland on 
his well-deserved election to the Na-
tional Baseball Hall of Fame. 

Jim Leyland was the baseball man-
ager of the Clinton Pilots for three sea-
sons and is now the first member of the 
team to enter the museum in Coopers-
town, New York. 

During his time with the Pilots, 
Leyland took the team to the playoffs 
in 1973 with a 73–51 record. The Pilots 
impressively ended the ‘73 season in 
first place for the North Division. 
Leyland finished his three seasons 
managing the Pilots with a satisfying 
record of 189–189. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Jim 
Leyland and the Clinton Pilots. 

CONGRATULATING MADISON HERRING FOR 
EARNING GIRL SCOUTS’ SILVER AWARD 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to recognize Madison Her-

ring, a Girl Scout from Maquoketa, 
Iowa, who received the Girl Scouts’ Sil-
ver Award. 

Madison collaborated with Vestas 
American Wind Technology on her sus-
tainability project to construct a gaga 
ball pit, a popular children’s game. 

After visiting a Vestas facility and 
learning about wind energy possibili-
ties, she pitched her idea to the city 
manager, Josh Boldt, to create this 
recreational area with recycled mate-
rials from wind turbines. 

With design and material support 
from both Vestas and Canvus, as well 
as assistance from the Maquoketa 
Parks Department, Madison’s idea was 
brought to life. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Madison 
on her award for making our commu-
nity in Maquoketa better and more 
beautiful, and for her commitment to 
sustainability and our community. 
RECOGNIZING SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF QUAD 

CITIES VETERANS OUTREACH CENTER 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to recognize the seventh 
anniversary of the Quad City Veterans 
Outreach Center in Davenport, Iowa. 

The Quad City Veterans Outreach 
Center was founded by Lola 
VanDeWalle in memory of her father, 
Emerson ‘‘Ted’’ Walters, who served in 
World War II. 

The center is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides various outreach 
services to veterans in the Quad Cities 
and surrounding areas. 

With them, I have handed out and de-
livered food to over a thousand vet-
erans in line when they do their food 
drives. The center also helps with job 
placement, housing assistance, and vet-
erans benefit counseling, and it pro-
vides monthly programming free of 
charge. 

Most importantly, it provides our 
veterans a place to go where there is no 
judgment, no questions. I have seen re-
markable recovery of veterans who are 
suffering from PTSD and have not had 
contact with their families. 

They recently have acquired a build-
ing in Davenport that they will be 
turning into a housing center for 
homeless veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Lola and 
the Quad City Veterans Outreach Cen-
ter on their seventh anniversary. I 
thank them so much for all they do for 
our veterans and for their continued 
generosity. 

CONGRATULATING NORTH SCOTT VOLLEYBALL 
Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 

I rise today to congratulate the North 
Scott Volleyball team for winning 
their first State championship since 
1985. 

In true Cinderella story fashion, the 
Lancers beat out the top-ranked Clear 
Creek Amana in the semifinals. 

For their final match, North Scott 
defeated Indianola 25–12 in set three to 
secure the State championship title. 

What does this say about persever-
ance and tenacity? 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate North 
Scott Lancers for bringing the 4A 
State championship back to Eldridge. 

Mr. Speaker, I offer best wishes and a 
very good retirement to my sister, 
Marianne, the oldest girl of the eight 
children, and I wish her a very happy 
birthday. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF COMMANDER DEL-
BERT AUSTIN OLSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
North Dakota (Mr. ARMSTRONG) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and service 
of Commander Delbert Austin Olson. 

Commander Olson was born on Janu-
ary 4, 1926, in Arthur, North Dakota. In 
1943, while still in high school, Com-
mander Olson enlisted in the Navy Re-
serves, listing Casselton, North Da-
kota, as his home. 

Commander Olson was designated as 
a naval aviator in 1947. He served hon-
orably in World War II, the Korean 
war, and then Vietnam. 

Commander Olson’s service was one 
of distinction. He was a member of the 
secret Observation Squadron 67, with 
his final mission declassified in 1998. 

In existence for just 500 days, the Ob-
servation Squadron consisted of 12 9- 
man crews that flew along the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail in Laos and Cambodia. The 
purpose of the mission was to place 
sensors along the trail to monitor hos-
tile movements and to listen in on con-
versations. This strategy was named 
‘‘McNamara’s Line’’ after Defense Sec-
retary Robert McNamara. These mis-
sions were dangerous as they were re-
quired to fly close to the ground, mak-
ing them prime targets. 

On January 11, 1968, Commander 
Olson’s plane went down. Commander 
Olson lost his life, along with his other 
crewmen and their mascot, a dog 
named ‘‘Skippy.’’ 

In 1968, Commander Olson was first 
listed as missing in action and later 
changed to killed in action. 

While ground conditions made recov-
ery extremely dangerous, we are grate-
ful that the U.S. military sent out mul-
tiple teams and that the remains of all 
the crew were recovered. 

Commander Olson was laid to rest at 
the Arlington National Cemetery in 
2003. 

Commander Olson earned multiple 
awards for his service, including the 
Navy Commendation Medal with Valor, 
Purple Heart, National Defense Service 
Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and Re-
public of Vietnam Campaign ribbon 
bar. 

His name is inscribed on the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial wall on The Na-
tional Mall here in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Speaker, I know I speak for all 
North Dakotans when I say that we are 
proud of Commander Olson’s dedicated 
service to our Nation. By honoring him 
today, we ensure that Commander 
Olson has a permanent place in our 
country’s history and that his memory 
will live on forever. 
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b 1115 

CORPORATE AVERAGE FUEL 
ECONOMY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, there is 
a proposal by the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration, often 
coupled with EPA as well on this topic, 
regarding corporate average fuel econ-
omy. This is a standard that was devel-
oped many years ago in order to in-
crease the fuel efficiency of auto-
mobiles and trucks sold in America. 

They have been cranking up that 
standard over the years, including a 
giant leap during the Obama era, where 
the manufacturers basically came into 
hearings and acquiesced to these really 
far-reaching standards they would 
have. This basically means the fleet of 
vehicles that the manufacturers would 
sell has to meet a certain level of aver-
age miles per gallon for cars and for 
light trucks. 

Years ago, when it was first estab-
lished, these were within reach, with 
work, with new technology, with the 
efforts modern manufacturers were 
making. During the Obama era they 
wanted to raise it from the ultimate 
goal of, I believe, 27 miles per gallon by 
X year to 55 miles per gallon by, I be-
lieve, 2025 at the time. Think about 
that a minute, 55 miles per gallon. This 
is before any of this electric car mess 
we are talking about right now being 
forced upon consumers. 

How many cars do you know of today 
that get 55 miles per gallon that are 
not electric assist or electric in total, 
which gets, I guess, infinite miles per 
gallon in that sense? Now, the elec-
tricity still comes from somewhere, 
whether it is a coal plant, a natural gas 
plant, or a windmill that runs only 
when the wind blows or a solar plant 
that is taking up many hundreds of 
acres of land that only works when it 
is daylight or not cloudy or rainy or 
snow covering the solar panels, but I 
digress a bit. 

Basically, during the Obama era they 
wanted to double it to 54. There are not 
a lot of cars that most people want to 
drive day in and day out that get 54, 55 
miles per gallon. Indeed, right now, the 
fleet, when you average trucks and 
cars, at this moment is about 26.4 miles 
per gallon across the board. This is 
after some years of fuel efficiency since 
this first came out. Consumers have 
voted for what they want. They vote 
with their wallets, and that is where 
the average is right now. 

Some folks want a high-mileage car 
for their commute or that is what they 
use every day, or what have you. Some 
folks want electric cars. They think 
they are being part of an ecological so-
lution. However, a lot of Americans 
have shown already that they don’t 
want to have electric cars forced upon 
them, the EVs. Indeed, we are seeing 
the manufacturers, after all this enthu-

siasm, the CEOs coming out and say-
ing, Oh, it is the wave, it is the future; 
they are finding that after an initial 
jolt of people buying these vehicles, 
that market has more or less become 
saturated for this moment. 

It has taken a lot of incentives, a lot 
of government money thrown around 
to help manufacturers put these out, 
and then giant incentives to buyers to 
buy these electric cars. Now we have 
the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration trying yet again to 
push even harder on these fuel stand-
ards to be what might take 58 miles per 
gallon to reach the goals that they set 
out. 

They say ‘‘our’’ goals. Whose goals 
are these? This is government, this is 
not people’s goals. You are going to be 
even availed less choice of vehicle to 
drive and use, and it has shown by 
sales. People are less inclined to want 
to buy an electric vehicle unless they 
are forced to. They like internal com-
bustion engines. 

What has not really been given a 
whole lot of credit is that in the last 
30, 40, 50 years there has been an incre-
mental gain. When electronic fuel in-
jection really started hitting in the 
1990s on more and more, and pretty 
much all vehicles, the efficiency 
jumped up as far as MPG; it improved. 
Emissions dramatically improved, as 
well. However, nobody really gives 
credit for that. 

It is like, oh, no, that doesn’t count 
because we have the California Air Re-
sources Board in California just dream-
ing up a new regulation every month 
because that is what they do. They just 
grind them out. Other States follow 
along blindly and say, oh, let’s be like 
California, the so-called progressive 
States. We find out that we are going 
to have fewer choices. We find out that 
we are going to have an issue where 
people can’t buy what they need. 

If a person needs an F–150, F–250 
truck to do their job, it is not going to 
be solved by buying four Priuses, okay? 
Other people just like what they like. I 
personally am a car enthusiast. I like a 
Mustang with a V–8. It feels good, and 
it is fun to drive. I don’t want that 
taken away from me or even the people 
who drive Camaros. They may not have 
as good a taste. I am kidding. 

It is a deal where the car enthusiasts 
have this thing they like to do to-
gether, whether it is a rivalry, but it 
all works together, car shows, the 
whole thing. That is an important part 
of Americana, including politicians 
who like to ride in these cars in pa-
rades. Who doesn’t like a 1972 Cadillac 
convertible to use in a parade? No, I 
am going to go back to using my Prius 
or acting like I am later on. 

This corporate average fuel economy 
is going to take away choices that peo-
ple want, that people can afford. This 
forced mandate of electric vehicles by 
NHTSA is basically what they are 
doing here. They are not even supposed 
to be using electric vehicles in calcu-
lating the corporate average fuel econ-

omy standard, yet they are sneaking 
that in there in this proposal. They 
take away consumer choice via this. 

f 

STOP ILLICIT SUBSTANCES IN 
PRISONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 5266, because the Fed-
eral prison system is in a crisis. 
Overdoses have skyrocketed 600 per-
cent in prisons and jails, with 65 per-
cent of inmates suffering from active 
substance abuse disorders. 

The influx of fentanyl and contra-
band into the prisons through fentanyl- 
soaked mail and forged legal cor-
respondence is a threat to inmates and 
our prison staff who risk exposure to 
tainted mail. 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons de-
ployed successful pilot programs at two 
Federal prisons which digitized all 
mail for 1 year. During the trial, 100 
percent of fentanyl was intercepted, 
and no opioids or other drugs were in-
troduced into the facilities via the 
mail. 

I introduced H.R. 5266 with Rep-
resentative CARTWRIGHT to ensure the 
safety of staff and inmates in custody. 
The bill calls for stringent inspection 
protocols to halt the flow of illicit sub-
stances. We must reverse the dan-
gerous trend of drug consumption and 
trafficking in our prisons. I urge the 
House to embrace this legislation and 
pass it. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 21 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. DESJARLAIS) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Today, O Lord, may we hear Your 
voice. Inspire us not to harden our 
hearts, as we are so often inclined to 
do. Keep us from our quarreling when 
we find ourselves without answers, 
without direction. Save us from our 
anger when we are tested by demands 
and doubts and frustrated with mis-
givings and mistrust. 

Though we test Your patience day 
after day, do not be angry with us nor 
abandon us even when we turn away 
from You. 
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Show us how to mend fences with one 

another, to turn disputes into discus-
sions, to bridge impasses with compas-
sion, and to set aside our irritation and 
yield to Your direction. 

Today, O Lord, may we hear Your 
voice and set our will aside and obey 
Your own. 

In Your merciful name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
DAVIS) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

BIDEN MAKES FALSE CLAIMS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, Biden issued a statement in 
December falsely claiming job creation 
and reduced inflation as the American 
people have endured the highest infla-
tion in 40 years. His war on energy 
independence has led to devastating 
fuel costs for cars and homes. 

The reality is much different, as 
American families know. As described 
by Stephen Moore of the Committee to 
Unleash Prosperity, also last month: 
‘‘The economy is still creating jobs. 
. . . The bad news: It is government 
spending and debt that continue to fi-
nance the job creation. This year . . . 
the largest employers have been Fed-
eral, State, and local governments. 
. . .’’ 

I am grateful that, last year, Repub-
licans passed the largest deficit reduc-
tion package in American history, sup-
porting job creation. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with Biden 
open borders for terrorists. It is sadly 
clear there will be more 9/11 attacks 

across America imminent, as our coun-
try has been warned by the FBI. 

f 

COMMITTING TO AFFORDABLE 
CHILDCARE 

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, it is the new year. Congress is 
back in session; students are back in 
school; and parents are preparing for 
the year ahead. For many families, 
that means figuring out childcare. 

I remember when I was a young 
mother running a small law firm with 
two other women. Two of us were 
working mothers. We worked with our 
kids literally on our hips, and we were 
lucky to be able to do that. This isn’t 
the case for millions of parents, and it 
shouldn’t have to be. 

Fourteen million parents rely on 
childcare, and daycare, on average, 
costs $11,000 per year. That is if parents 
can even find it. 

It is often an impossible cycle. Par-
ents can’t find work if they can’t se-
cure childcare and can’t pay for 
childcare without working, which is 
why we need to bring bills to the floor 
like the Child Care for Every Commu-
nity Act. Under this bill, half of Amer-
ican families would pay no more than 
$10 a day for childcare. 

High-quality, accessible, and afford-
able childcare deserves our attention 
and commitment this year and every 
year because it is good for our econ-
omy, good for parents and children, 
and good for our future. 

f 

CALIFORNIA GUN LAW BLOCKED 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, yet an-
other California law forbidding resi-
dents of the State from carrying guns 
in most public areas has, thankfully, 
been blocked from taking effect, at 
least for now. This is good news for 
California, for other States that tend 
to copy our bad ideas, and for the con-
stitutional right to bear arms. 

This is not, however, Governor 
Newsom’s first unconstitutional attack 
on our Second Amendment, and it is 
certainly not going to be his last. The 
law, SB 2, would increase California’s 
requirements for trying to lawfully ob-
tain a concealed carry permit and also 
ban carrying concealed weapons in 
most public areas. 

Many county sheriff’s offices 
throughout the State, including in 
northern California, opposed the law. 
Sutter and Yuba Counties made the de-
cision to ‘‘exercise [their] common 
sense and discretion to ensure the law 
is not enforced in a way that would 
violate the rights of our citizens.’’ 
Good on them. 

As the Member of Congress rep-
resenting Yuba and Sutter Counties, I 

applaud their decision to stand up 
against the State’s unconstitutional 
attack on the Second Amendment. 
Law-abiding concealed carry permit 
holders are not the problem. It is the 
criminals that are the problem. Start 
going after the bad guys and leave the 
good guys alone. 

Mr. Speaker, other States that are 
watching this should not act like we do 
in California. 

f 

BURDEN OF RISING COSTS 
(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to shed light on a press-
ing issue weighing heavily on residents 
of eastern North Carolina: the burden 
of high costs. 

One constituent shared: ‘‘On a retired 
educator’s budget and as a part-time 
employee, it is impossible to keep up 
with rising costs. I can’t win for losing. 
I find myself borrowing from Peter to 
pay Paul.’’ 

Many are finding it extremely dif-
ficult to put food on the table. Another 
constituent shared: ‘‘Groceries are ex-
tremely expensive. We are just a fam-
ily of two and have to budget so much 
of our paychecks for groceries.’’ 

In North Carolina, approximately 10 
percent of the population is battling 
food insecurity. The need for good-pay-
ing jobs in eastern North Carolina is 
more critical now than ever. 

I strongly encourage Congress to 
prioritize the Southeastern Crescent 
Economic Empowerment Act and 
broader access to healthy, safe, and af-
fordable foods. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF PASTOR 
CLARENCE SEXTON 

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor the life of my dear, good 
friend, Pastor Clarence Sexton, who 
passed away on December 12 at the age 
of 75. He was very kind to me through 
some tough times and would often pray 
with me and congratulate me on tough 
wins and an occasional loss. 

Pastor Sexton loved the Lord, and 
everything he did was to serve Him. He 
founded Crown College in 1991 to train 
students to serve Jesus Christ in local 
churches and all across our great world 
and to help spread the Gospel. 

Everyone who met him knew of his 
faithfulness as well as his support for 
conservative ideals and family values, 
which is why he was given the oppor-
tunity to conduct the funeral of Robert 
Trump in 2020. 

My dad always used to say that if 
preachers would just preach the Gos-
pel, we would solve most of the world’s 
problems. Pastor Sexton did preach the 
Gospel faithfully, without any agenda 
except to serve the Lord. 
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I offer my sincere condolences to his 

lovely wife, Evelyn, of 56 years, his two 
sons, Shannon and Matt, and everyone 
else who knew him and loved him. Ms. 
Evelyn said her husband loved people, 
his country, and, most of all, loved his 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. She said 
he lived his life to advance God’s king-
dom on Earth. 

We will certainly miss Pastor Sex-
ton, but he is with the Lord now. We 
will never forget him. 

On a personal note, I always remem-
ber that when I adopted my little girl, 
he came and prayed for us. He will be 
missed. 

f 

END HUNGER NOW 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, after 
the 2022 White House Conference on 
Hunger, Nutrition, and Health, Demo-
crats, led by Speaker PELOSI and Presi-
dent Biden, established a program to 
provide eligible families $120 per child 
over the summer for nutritious food. 

I thank Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack and Deputy Under Sec-
retary Stacy Dean for standing up the 
new summer EBT program. 

Thirty-five States, including my own 
State, Massachusetts, five territories, 
and four Tribes signed up to partici-
pate in 2024, helping 21 million kids 
across the country. 

I hope that the States that are work-
ing with the USDA to adopt programs 
in 2025 keep at it. Hungry kids are 
counting on them. 

To the Republican Governors who re-
jected this program, like Iowa Gov-
ernor Kim Reynolds, who said it ‘‘does 
nothing to promote nutrition,’’ or Ne-
braska Governor Jim Pillen, who said, 
‘‘I don’t believe in welfare,’’ oh my 
God, what the hell is wrong with these 
people, Mr. Speaker? I say to them: 
Shame on you for taking food from 
hungry kids. 

Summer EBT will make a huge dif-
ference as we work to end hunger now. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JUDGE KENNETH 
SPANAGEL 

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Parma Municipal 
Court Judge Kenneth Spanagel. Judge 
Spanagel served his community with 
distinction for 36 years as a municipal 
court judge. 

After graduating from Northwestern 
University and Case Western Reserve 
School of Law, Judge Spanagel ran his 
own law office until 1988, when he was 
first elected as Parma’s municipal 
court judge. 

Over his three decades of service, 
Judge Spanagel has distinguished him-
self with his kind heart and commu-

nity outreach, and he has received mul-
tiple awards and honors. He leaves a 
legacy of fairness and justice in north-
east Ohio. 

On behalf of Ohio’s Seventh Congres-
sional District, I thank Judge Spanagel 
for his dedication to our community. 
We all wish him a happy retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KOREAN AMERICAN 
DAY 

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the immense contributions of 
Korean Americans and in support of 
my resolution honoring Korean Amer-
ican Day. 

It has been 121 years since the first 
Korean Americans arrived in the 
United States. Over that period of 
time, they changed our country’s his-
tory, from business to music to even 
the foods we eat. 

That is why I am proud that we are 
developing the first Korean-American 
national museum in the United States 
in the heart of Los Angeles’ 
Koreatown. I am proud to have secured 
the first $7 million that will help not 
only design it but get it off the ground. 

In our communities, Korean soldiers 
who served alongside Americans in 
Vietnam were shut out for too long. 
With my colleagues, we secured vet-
erans benefits for these heroes. 

Now, I am pushing to name a local 
post office in honor of Korean Amer-
ican leader Dosan Ahn Chang Ho. This 
Korean American Day, let’s celebrate 
these stories that are intertwined with 
the fabric of our Nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ANNETTE LEWIS ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

(Mr. CLINE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Annette Lewis of Total Ac-
tion for Progress on her retirement 
after 35 years of service. 

Annette began her career with TAP 
as a summer youth counselor and 
quickly rose to eventually become 
president of the organization with 
which she started. 

Since TAP’s inception, Annette, with 
the help of donors and volunteers, has 
improved countless lives in our com-
munity, serving several cities in the 
Sixth District of Virginia. 

The organization focuses on helping 
the most vulnerable citizens and fami-
lies achieve sustainable and equitable 
economic and personal independence 
through education, employment, af-
fordable housing, and safe and healthy 
environments. 

Because of her outstanding work, 
many folks in the Shenandoah Valley 
have been assisted by the organization 
and are now thriving both personally 
and financially. 

I congratulate Annette Lewis on her 
many years of success, and I wish her a 
wonderful retirement. 

f 

b 1215 

ANNIVERSARY OF ALABAMA’S 
DEVASTATING TORNADOES 

(Ms. SEWELL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to observe the 1-year anniver-
sary of the devastating tornadoes of 
January 12, 2023, that struck Alabama’s 
Seventh Congressional District, includ-
ing my hometown of Selma, Alabama. 
In the year since the disaster, my team 
and I have been working diligently 
with our Federal, State, and local part-
ners to coordinate an effort and a re-
sponse to this disaster. 

We are immensely grateful to Presi-
dent Biden for his expedited approval 
of Governor Ivey’s disaster declaration 
and for granting my request to in-
crease the Federal cost share for debris 
removal to 100 percent. 

Following the storms, I hosted our 
first community conversation, so that 
our friends and neighbors could share 
their thoughts about our recovery. 
With that in mind, we were able to suc-
cessfully secure a $500,000 Federal plan-
ning grant from EDA to support long- 
term recovery efforts in Selma and 
Dallas County. 

Working together, we have delivered 
more than $22 million in FEMA and 
SBA, small business assistance, to 
Greene County, Hale County, Sumter 
County, and Dallas County. We also se-
cured $2 million from the Delta Re-
gional Authority to repave Selma 
roads, and a $500,000 CHOICE grant 
from HUD to build more affordable 
housing. 

While there is so much more work to 
be done, Mr. Speaker, I am proud of the 
progress we have made, and I extend 
my sincere thanks to every individual, 
every agency that has helped us. We 
are on the road to recovery, and we 
will build back better because of your 
efforts. 

f 

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
TARVER MICKEL BRADDOCK 

(Ms. LETLOW asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LETLOW. Mr. Speaker, today my 
community is hurting. They are 
mourning the loss of Tarver Mickel 
Braddock, a student athlete at Neville 
High School in Monroe, Louisiana, who 
left an indelible mark on everyone who 
knew him. 

Tarver was known for his contagious 
positive attitude and his love of mak-
ing people laugh. To know Tarver 
meant your life was made better just 
by being in his presence. 

As I look up into the House gallery 
at the faces of his classmates who are 
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with us here today, Mr. Speaker, I see 
them. My heart aches with them, and 
our prayers will be with them as they 
face the coming days and weeks ahead. 
Please know that Tarver will never be 
forgotten, and today, we celebrate his 
legacy. 

I pray his loved ones find comfort in 
knowing that Tarver’s life will have a 
ripple effect for years to come. 

As those who loved Tarver experience 
the pain of losing him, it is my prayer 
that the Lord will bless you and keep 
you, make His face to shine upon you, 
be gracious unto you, turn His coun-
tenance towards you, and give you 
peace. 

f 

HONORING ED SMITH 

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a tireless champion 
for working people, a mentor, a dear 
friend, and a wonderful human being, 
Ed Smith, a native of southern Illinois 
and a lifelong supporter of workers. 

Ed Smith made a difference and in-
spired so many, including myself. When 
I needed a place to stay during the 
Kerry-Edwards campaign in 2004, Ed 
and his wife, Betty, took me in. I will 
always remember Ed waiting up most 
evenings to have a beer and talk about 
the latest happenings on the campaign 
trail. 

He loved politics, and he had the best 
instincts of anyone I have met. I have 
leaned on him for advice in every step 
of my career since. 

When I got to Congress and before de-
ciding to run, Ed was one of the very 
first people to be on board. You never 
forget the people that believe in you, 
especially when you have your own 
doubts. 

Ed was special to so many people be-
cause he himself was a special person— 
always generous, smart, kind, dedi-
cated, and full of wisdom. 

Ed was like a father to me, and I will 
miss him so much. 

Rest in power, my dear friend. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF CHARLETTE 
DAVIS 

(Mr. CISCOMANI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Charlette Davis, a 
seventh grader from Sonoran Science 
Academy East. 

Charlette is the winner of the Con-
gressional App Challenge from Arizo-
na’s Sixth Congressional District for 
the app titled, ‘‘The Best Pets App.’’ 
This app is used to assist people in se-
lecting the most suitable pet for their 
preferences while providing insight 
into the most popular pets. 

Charlette told me she designed this 
app with the intention of guiding peo-

ple towards a pet that aligns with their 
personality and lifestyle. As a dog 
owner myself of Louie, our Corgi, I 
know that having a well-suited pet is 
undeniably beneficial, offering compan-
ionship that can bring great joy to the 
whole family. 

The Congressional App Challenge was 
established in 2013 and involves middle 
and high school students from all over 
the country. Charlette and her fellow 
winners from other districts have been 
featured on the House of Representa-
tives website. I am impressed every day 
by the students in my district and the 
potential of our young people across 
the State. 

Once again, congratulations, 
Charlette. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO THE SUPREME 
COURT RULING ON IDAHO ABOR-
TION BAN 

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to the Supreme Court’s 
recent decision allowing Idaho’s ex-
treme abortion ban to go into effect. 

The Idaho law will prevent women 
from accessing abortion even when the 
health of the mother is at risk. This 
dangerous decision rejects medical 
science, ignores established precedent, 
and imperils the rights and safety of 
women. I am terrified that women will 
die, and doctors will be treated like 
criminals. 

Unfortunately, this isn’t the only 
case before the High Court with grave 
implications for our reproductive 
healthcare. As the Supreme Court re-
views the disastrous decision from the 
Fifth Circuit, restricting the avail-
ability of mifepristone, the future of 
abortion access nationwide now hangs 
in the balance. 

Mr. Speaker, women across America 
will not accept this assault on our 
basic rights. We won’t do it without a 
fight, and we will make our voices 
heard this year. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO IMMIGRATION 
POLICIES ON THE SOUTHERN 
BORDER 

(Ms. LEE of Florida asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. LEE of Florida. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, I joined Speaker JOHNSON and a 
group of my House Republican col-
leagues in Eagle Pass, Texas, where we 
witnessed firsthand the catastrophe 
that is ensuing at our southern border. 
Illegal immigrant encounters have 
reached an all-time high, and human 
trafficking and fentanyl smuggling are 
destroying our communities. 

We heard from local law enforce-
ment, ranchers, and community mem-
bers about the catastrophic effects of 
this lawlessness happening in their 

backyard, and we spoke with Customs 
and Border Patrol personnel, who 
shared the profound physical and emo-
tional burden of working every day on 
the front lines of this crisis. 

These agents are ready, willing, and 
able to secure our border, but are being 
prevented from doing so by the reck-
less immigration policies of this ad-
ministration. 

It is past time for us to secure our 
border, restore accountability, and 
bring back law and order in America. 

f 

FUND THE AFFORDABLE 
CONNECTIVITY PROGRAM 

(Ms. WILD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, as we are all 
aware, we are living in a digital age, 
where access to high-speed, reliable 
internet is a necessity. It is no longer 
a luxury. I have heard from so many 
constituents in urban and rural com-
munities about the detrimental effect 
that slow, spotty, or a nonexistent 
internet connection has on them, 
whether it is trouble logging on for vir-
tual school days, telehealth appoint-
ments, a job interview, or anything 
else. 

The Affordable Connectivity Pro-
gram has allowed millions of Ameri-
cans, including one in seven households 
in my district, to access broadband 
internet and, with it, expand edu-
cational and economic opportunities, 
more easily access telehealth, and con-
nect with loved ones. 

With 22.5 million Americans depend-
ing on this program, you would think 
that Congress would be acting to pro-
tect the funding for the ACP, but you 
would be wrong, because extremists in 
the GOP leadership have refused to 
bring a bill forward to extend the fund-
ing for the Affordable Connectivity 
Program, which runs out at the end of 
April. 

We must get this funding done. It is 
far too important to every American. 

f 

SUPPORTING AMERICA’S CREDIT 
UNIONS 

(Mr. FITZGERALD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank over 4,700 credit 
unions across the Nation, including 111 
in my home State of Wisconsin, who 
are improving the financial well-being 
of Americans and their communities. 

Starting this month, these credit 
unions are represented by a newly 
launched America’s Credit Unions, 
which will serve 3.8 million Wisconsin-
ites who are members of a credit union 
now. This new organization will be 
headquartered in the great State of 
Wisconsin. I congratulate them on this 
new endeavor. 

I have recently introduced legisla-
tion to allow credit unions to provide 
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their members with an expanded offer 
of loan products. My bill, the Expand-
ing Access to Lending Options Act, will 
increase the cap on the maturity of a 
loan from 15 to 20 years, allowing the 
flexibility to offer longer terms with 
lower monthly payments for con-
sumers, while offering greater competi-
tion for lending products, including 
products for small business, student, 
and agricultural loans. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on this bipartisan bill to 
support Wisconsin credit unions and 
their members. 

f 

HONORING THE KING KAMEHA-
MEHA III ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
REBUILDING CREWS 
(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, among 
the cherished symbols of our Lahaina 
community burned and lost last Au-
gust was the former King Kamehameha 
III Elementary School. 

If the historic banyan tree represents 
the proud roots and history of this 
community, then King Kamehameha 
III, right next to it, represents its fu-
ture. Since the 1880s, generations of 
Lahaina residents went to school here. 
Our commitment and promise to 
Lahaina keiki are that they and their 
children will one day go to King Kame-
hameha III Elementary again. 

Last month, while many of us took 
off for the holidays, I visited construc-
tion crews on Maui working around the 
clock to build a temporary school that 
will give some stability to the 600 stu-
dents and staff displaced by the fires. 

This project is personal for every sin-
gle person involved. Some went to 
school there. Others have family cur-
rently enrolled. Each person on the 
build site has a strong sense of 
‘‘kuleana,’’ ‘‘responsibility’’ to get this 
done right. So committed to their mis-
sion, crews worked even on Christmas 
and New Year’s Day to keep on track. 

To the Army Corps and the crew of 
Pono Aina Management who worked so 
hard over the holidays and continue to 
do so, mahalo, and I cannot wait to 
walk through the new school again. 

f 

HONORING ALAN C. YOVICH 
(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Alan 
Yovich, who passed on September 14, 
2023, at the age of 77. 

Alan was born in Union City, Penn-
sylvania, and later on moved to Savan-
nah, Georgia, with his wife. Promptly 
after his high school graduation, he 
joined the Marine Corps and proudly 
served our country as an E5 sergeant in 
Vietnam. 

Alan then became a pharmacist, re-
ceiving his degree from the University 

of Pittsburgh. Alan always enjoyed 
cars, boating, and travel. In his retire-
ment, Alan was active with the Marine 
Corps League and served on the board 
of the Savannah Navy League Council 
of the United States. He was a role 
model for so many of the enlisted men 
and women. 

He will be remembered by many, in-
cluding his family; his patients; his 
friends; his best buddy, Dexter; and his 
community and Nation, which he 
served well. 

f 

b 1230 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DONA 
ADELA OBREGON 

(Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the life of Dona 
Adela Obregon who passed away on De-
cember 14. 

Adela was born in Nuevo Laredo, 
Mexico, where she met her husband and 
started a family. Eventually they made 
their way north in search of a better 
life for their children. Like many Mexi-
can immigrants in my district, Adela 
was undocumented for several years. 
After two of her sons served in the U.S. 
Army, she applied for residency, and 
years later she became a citizen. 

Whether it was fighting for better 
healthcare for seniors in our State cap-
ital, or as president of the Harrison 
Park Seniors Club where she organized 
folkloric dance groups, or legendary 
games of loteria and much more, Adela 
became a pillar of our community. 

Throughout her life, Adela won many 
awards. Indeed, the list is far too long 
to mention in 1 minute, but they con-
firm what many in our community al-
ready know. 

Adela was the definition of service 
and activism. We are grateful for her 
life, and my heart is with her family as 
they mourn her passing. 

f 

REFORMING THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT 

(Mr. MOULTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MOULTON. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans bought nearly 60 million guns be-
tween 2020 and 2022. It is not hard to 
understand why. People are scared. 
Each day brings news of another gun 
violence tragedy, and most don’t even 
make the headlines. 

It is natural to think that we need 
guns to feel safe, but the way to stop 
gun violence is not with more guns. 
The risk of homicide is three times 
higher when there are guns in a home. 
Women who own handguns are 35 times 
more likely to commit suicide than 
those who don’t; men are eight times 
more likely. 

To be clear, this isn’t about taking 
away guns from responsible gun own-

ers. We can live in a country with a 
healthy Second Amendment but where 
we don’t have multiple mass shootings 
or 68 gun suicides a day. 

Democrats want reasonable solutions 
to get us there, and we stand ready to 
work with Republicans and gun owners 
on policies that will save lives. 

A few commonsense steps are to ban 
high-capacity weapons of war, to ex-
pand background checks and red flag 
laws, to increase access to mental 
health care, and to hold gun manufac-
turers accountable. 

This is the number one cause of 
death for American children, so let’s 
stop the denial. This crisis won’t end 
until we take decisive action. We can’t 
just shoot our way out of it. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which 
the vote incurs objection under clause 
6 of rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

NO RUSSIAN AGRICULTURE ACT 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 4768) to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to instruct the United 
States Executive Directors at the 
international financial institutions to 
advocate for investment in projects 
that decrease reliance on Russia for ag-
ricultural commodities, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4768 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘No Russian Ag-
riculture Act’’. 
SEC. 2. UNITED STATES ADVOCACY FOR INVEST-

MENT IN PROJECTS THAT DECREASE 
RELIANCE ON RUSSIA FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL COMMODITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XIV of the Inter-
national Financial Institutions Act (22 U.S.C. 
262n–262n–3) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 1405. ADVOCACY FOR INVESTMENT IN 

PROJECTS THAT DECREASE RELI-
ANCE ON RUSSIA FOR AGRICUL-
TURAL COMMODITIES. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall instruct the United States Execu-
tive Director at each international financial in-
stitution (as defined in section 1701(c)(2)) to use 
the voice, vote, and influence of the United 
States, to the maximum extent practicable, to 
encourage the respective institution to— 

‘‘(1) support projects that decrease the reli-
ance of countries on Russia for agricultural 
commodities, particularly fertilizer and grain; 

‘‘(2) ensure the resilience of global grain sup-
plies; and 

‘‘(3) stimulate private investment in the 
projects. 

‘‘(b) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of 
the Treasury may waive subsection (a) with re-
spect to a project upon notifying Congress that 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:48 Jan 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 6333 E:\CR\FM\K11JA7.026 H11JAPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H69 January 11, 2024 
the waiver is in the national interest of the 
United States.’’. 

(b) REPEAL.—Section 1405 of such Act, as 
added by this section, is repealed effective on 
the earlier of— 

(1) the date that is 5 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act; or 

(2) the date that is 30 days after the date the 
President reports to the Congress that the termi-
nation of such section 1405 is important to the 
national interest of the United States, with an 
explanation of the reasons therefor. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) and the 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATERS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 

4768, the No Russian Agriculture Act, 
introduced by the ranking member of 
the Financial Services Committee, the 
former chair, MAXINE WATERS. 

Since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 
2022, the global agricultural markets 
have been severely disrupted. 

Post invasion, Russia withdrew from 
an agreement allowing Ukrainian grain 
shipments to pass through the Black 
Sea to international markets, thus 
eliminating a major competitor to 
Russian exports in the process. 

As a result, Russian agricultural ex-
ports have remained robust. Addition-
ally, Moscow-imposed export taxes and 
quotas have only further secured its 
own domestic food supply at the ex-
pense of the international community. 

Nearly 2 years later, Moscow con-
tinues to diligently weaponize its agri-
cultural trade to ensure dependence on 
Russian exports. Russia’s actions have 
not only impacted farmers in Ukraine 
and Europe but across America, as 
well. As with many things, the United 
States should never have to rely on for-
eign adversaries for our food supply. 

Diversifying agricultural supplies is 
imperative for our economic growth 
and our national security. Inter-
national financial institutions like the 
World Bank and the IMF can play a 
critical role in providing financial and 
technical assistance to develop the ag-
ricultural sectors of poorer countries. 

Ranking Member WATERS’ bill is a 
critical step in the right direction. It 
will deter Russia’s calculated acts by 
limiting the reliance of other countries 
on Russian agricultural commodities. 

The voice, the vote, and the influence 
of the United States is a powerful 
mechanism at the international finan-
cial institutions that we are a part of, 
and it will allow the world to continue 
to fight Russia in its path of destruc-
tion and injustice. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the ranking 
member of the committee, Ms. 
WATERS, for her leadership on this leg-
islation. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my 
bill, H.R. 4768, the No Russian Agri-
culture Act. I thank Chairman 
MCHENRY for his support of my bill and 
his efforts to get it to the House floor. 
I certainly appreciate the ability to 
start the new year on this bipartisan 
note. 

Over nearly 2 years, Russia’s 
unprovoked and criminal war against 
Ukraine—led by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, his military, and his 
mercenaries—has inflicted tremendous 
harm to Ukraine’s people and infra-
structure. 

Among its many horrific acts, Russia 
has endeavored to strangle Ukraine’s 
economy by restricting the country’s 
exports, including those of its agricul-
tural sector, which is critical to main-
taining the world’s food supply. 

Prior to the war, Ukraine was the 
world’s fourth largest corn exporting 
country and the fifth largest wheat ex-
porting country. Annually, 400 million 
people were fed with Ukrainian food 
products with more than 50 nations re-
ceiving those goods. It is why Ukraine 
has been called the breadbasket of Eu-
rope. 

Russia previously agreed to the 
Black Sea grain initiative, pledging to 
allow for Ukrainian commercial food 
and fertilizer exports from three 
Ukrainian ports in the Black Sea. 

In July of last year, however, Russia 
withdrew from that initiative, causing 
global food prices to spike and hunger 
and pain around the world. Since then, 
Russia has attacked ports and grain 
stores in Ukraine, limiting the en-
trance of its agricultural products into 
the global market. 

Today, Russia is not only trying to 
unjustly seize Ukrainian land, but it is 
also trying to sell its own grain and 
stolen Ukrainian grain into the world’s 
market to support its war efforts. 

This bill will help to push back on 
Russia while also increasing grain sup-
ply resiliency in the face of the shocks 
that Russia is causing in the world’s 
agricultural markets. Specifically, 
H.R. 4768 would require the Treasury to 
press the World Bank, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, and other 
multilateral development banks to 
fund projects that decrease the reliance 
that countries around the world have 
on Russian agricultural commodities, 
particularly fertilizer and grain. 

Doing so will help to undercut the fi-
nancing of Russia’s war and will help 
to improve global resiliency to the food 
supply disruptions that are caused by 
Russian President Putin. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 4768, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

The brutality that Russia has un-
leashed upon the Ukrainian people is 
having profound effects in Ukraine and 
around the world. This includes signifi-
cant cuts to global food supply and 
steep prices for countless foods and fer-
tilizers. 

This bill provides a novel way for the 
United States to further counter Rus-
sia; to stand with our fellow democ-
racy, Ukraine; to reduce the world’s re-
liance on Russian food; and to undercut 
Putin’s use of food as a weapon. How-
ever, I would emphasize that this bill is 
not a substitute for providing addi-
tional funding for Ukraine so that it 
can stand up to Putin and his invasion. 
Congress must come together to stand 
behind Ukraine and to display U.S. 
strength in the face of injustice. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this critical bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just reiterate 
that Ranking Member WATERS’ bill is a 
critical step in the right direction. We 
are trying to deter Russia’s calculated 
acts by limiting the reliance of other 
countries on Russia’s agricultural com-
modities. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. MCHENRY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4768, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I object 
to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make a 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 42 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1330 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BUCSHON) at 1 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

Agreeing to the motion to reconsider 
House Resolution 947, if ordered; and 

Adoption of House Resolution 947, if 
ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, the remaining 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 

f 

MOTION TO RECONSIDER ON 
HOUSE RESOLUTION 947, PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 788, STOP SETTLEMENT 
SLUSH FUNDS ACT OF 2023; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.J. RES. 98, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
UNDER THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE NATIONAL LABOR RELA-
TIONS BOARD RELATING TO 
‘‘STANDARD FOR DETERMINING 
JOINT EMPLOYER STATUS’’; AND 
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF S.J. RES. 38, PROVIDING FOR 
CONGRESSIONAL DISAPPROVAL 
UNDER THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY AD-
MINISTRATION RELATING TO 
‘‘WAIVER OF BUY AMERICA RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRIC VE-
HICLE CHARGERS’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to reconsider adoption of the reso-
lution (House Resolution 947) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 788) 
to limit donations made pursuant to 
settlement agreements to which the 
United States is a party, and for other 
purposes; providing for consideration of 
the joint resolution (H.J. Res. 98) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the National Labor Relations Board re-
lating to ‘‘Standard for Determining 
Joint Employer Status’’; and providing 
for the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 38) 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Federal Highway Administration 
relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy America 
Requirements for Electric Vehicle 
Chargers’’ offered by the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. MOORE). 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recon-
sider. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 210, nays 
201, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 
21, as follows: 

[Roll No. 4] 

YEAS—210 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 

Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—201 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 

Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 

Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 

Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 

Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Luna 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 

Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Roy 

NOT VOTING—21 

Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bost 
Buck 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Crane 

Davis (IL) 
Hinson 
Jeffries 
Kelly (IL) 
Kim (NJ) 
Nunn (IA) 
Pappas 

Phillips 
Rogers (KY) 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Underwood 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1359 

Mr. MORELLE and Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin changed their vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mrs. SPARTZ, 
Messrs. DAVIDSON, MEUSER, HIG-
GINS of Louisiana, RUTHERFORD, 
and JOHNSON of South Dakota 
changed their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to 
‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to reconsider was 
agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 211, noes 202, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 18, as 
follows: 
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[Roll No. 5] 

AYES—211 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 

Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 

Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—202 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 

Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 

Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Luna 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 

Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 

Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Roy 

NOT VOTING—18 

Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Buck 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Hinson 

Jeffries 
Kelly (IL) 
Kim (NJ) 
Nunn (IA) 
Pappas 
Phillips 

Rogers (KY) 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Underwood 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1409 
Mr. ROY changed his vote from 

‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘present.’’ 
So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

b 1415 

STOP SETTLEMENT SLUSH FUNDS 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 947, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 788) to limit dona-
tions made pursuant to settlement 
agreements to which the United States 
is a party, and for other purposes, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

NEWHOUSE). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 947, in lieu of the amendment in 
the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on the 
Judiciary, printed in the bill, an 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 118–18 is adopted, and 
the bill, as amended, is considered 
read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 788 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Stop Settlement 
Slush Funds Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. LIMITATION ON DONATIONS MADE PUR-

SUANT TO SETTLEMENT AGREE-
MENTS TO WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES IS A PARTY. 

(a) LIMITATION ON REQUIRED DONATIONS.—An 
official or agent of the Government may not 
enter into or enforce any settlement agreement 
on behalf of the United States directing or pro-
viding for a payment to any person or entity 
other than the United States, other than a pay-
ment that provides restitution for or otherwise 
directly remedies actual harm (including to the 
environment) directly and proximately caused 
by the party making the payment, or constitutes 
payment for services rendered in connection 
with the case. 

(b) PENALTY.—Any official or agent of the 
Government who violates subsection (a) shall be 
subject to the same penalties that would apply 
in the case of a violation of section 3302 of title 
31, United States Code. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsections (a) and (b) 
apply only in the case of a settlement agreement 
entered on or after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(d) DEFINITION.—The term ‘‘settlement agree-
ment’’ means a settlement agreement resolving a 
civil action or potential civil action. 

(e) REPORTS ON SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than at the end of 

the first fiscal year that begins after the date of 
enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the head of each Federal agency shall submit 
electronically to the Congressional Budget Of-
fice a report on each settlement agreement en-
tered into by that agency during that fiscal year 
that directs or provides for a payment to a per-
son or entity other than the United States that 
is providing restitution for or otherwise directly 
remedies actual harm (including to the environ-
ment) directly and proximately caused by the 
party making the payment, or that constitutes 
payment for services rendered in connection 
with the case, which shall include the parties to 
each settlement agreement, the source of the set-
tlement funds, and where and how such funds 
were and will be distributed. 

(2) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—No 
additional funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this subsection. 

(3) SUNSET.—This subsection shall cease to be 
effective on the date that is 7 years after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(f) ANNUAL AUDIT REQUIREMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than at the end of 

the first fiscal year that begins after the date of 
enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, 
the Inspector General of each Federal agency 
shall submit a report on any settlement agree-
ment entered into in violation of this section by 
that agency to— 

(A) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on the Budget, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com-
mittee on the Budget, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives. 

(2) PROHIBITION ON ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—No 
additional funds are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out this subsection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The bill, 
as amended, shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on the Judiciary, 
or their respective designees. 
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After 1 hour of debate, it shall be in 

order to consider the amendment print-
ed in House Report 118–342, if offered by 
the Member designated in the report, 
which shall be considered read, shall be 
separately debatable for the time spec-
ified in the report equally divided and 
controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, and shall not be subject to a 
demand for a division of the question. 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
GOODEN), and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. NADLER) each will control 30 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 788. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support 
of H.R. 788, the Stop Settlement Slush 
Funds Act. This legislation seeks to re-
pair a loophole that has been exploited 
by the executive branch agencies to re-
direct funds from Federal law enforce-
ment settlements to outside, non-
government entities. 

Under this third-party settlement 
policy, agencies reach a settlement and 
include mandatory donation terms to 
externally divert these funds to third 
parties instead of either depositing 
them with the Treasury or exclusively 
using them to provide restitution to 
the victims. 

Instead of depositing these settle-
ments with the Treasury or compen-
sating the victims, which should be the 
only appropriate use of these funds, 
agencies give sizable chunks to third 
parties diluting the share of the vic-
tims and even cutting out the Treasury 
completely. 

Let me summarize this. Currently, 
when the Department of Justice 
reaches a settlement, oftentimes we 
don’t know where it goes. More often 
than not, they give favorable terms to 
whoever they are settling with and say, 
if you divert XYZ dollars—in many 
cases millions—to a charity of our 
choosing, then we will call this quits, 
we will let you off, and you will get out 
of here. 

What is happening, though, is, one, 
the people don’t know where these set-
tlements are going; two, Congress has 
no oversight of where this money is 
going and how it is spent; and, three, 
executive branch is going around Con-
gress and spending dollars without 
going through the appropriations proc-
ess. That is wrong. 

Mr. Speaker, what you will hear from 
the other side today is that this is an 
essential tool. I would like to go back 
and forth and give you examples of fail-
ures of this policy, Mr. Speaker. 

To be fair, this is not just something 
that the Biden administration is guilty 
of. This has happened in prior Presi-
dential administrations. Fortunately, 
under President Trump’s administra-
tion, this policy was stopped tempo-
rarily. Unfortunately, Congress did not 
end it because it was stopped. 

What we should have done when 
President Trump was President is 
ended this policy then. Unfortunately, 
here we are. The Biden administration 
has reactivated it, and millions of dol-
lars that could have gone to victims or 
could have gone to the U.S. Treasury 
for this Congress to then appropriate 
are now going to special groups, often 
liberal groups that are pet projects of 
this administration. It is my goal to 
end this policy once and for all. It is 
bad business for the American people, 
it is wrong, and it needs to be stopped 
no matter who the President is. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in opposition to 
H.R. 788, the so-called Stop Settlement 
Slush Funds Act of 2023. 

This harmful legislation would pre-
vent the Justice Department from ne-
gotiating settlements to include pay-
ments to third parties, primarily non-
profits and community-based organiza-
tions, that are best positioned to rem-
edy harms to society at large that were 
caused by a corporate wrongdoer’s vio-
lation of Federal environmental, labor, 
consumer, and financial protections. 

This bill is nothing short of a gift to 
large corporations that would leave 
victims of their misconduct out in the 
cold. 

No credible facts justify H.R. 788. 
This bill is based on the false premise 
that the Justice Department uses these 
types of settlements as illegitimate fa-
vors for an administration’s political 
allies, with the bill’s supporters de-
scribing such settlements as politically 
motivated slush funds. 

This is an outlandish attack on a per-
fectly legal and constitutional type of 
remedy and is an argument that both 
the Government Accountability Office 
and the Congressional Research Serv-
ice have thoroughly debunked. 

Yet, House Republicans have spent 
countless hours and taxpayer dollars 
over several Congresses, going back at 
least a decade, chasing the conspiracy 
theory that the Justice Department is 
attempting to fund liberal activist 
groups and causes through negotiated 
settlements. 

This included a multiyear investiga-
tion of the settlements that the Jus-
tice Department entered into with sev-
eral big banks following the 2008 finan-
cial crisis, banks whose greedy appetite 
for mortgage-backed securities led to 
predatory lending practices that ulti-
mately left millions of homeowners 
facing foreclosure. The big banks 
turned a blind eye to these practices, 
while they packaged mortgages that 
they knew were of questionable value 

as securities and sold them to indi-
vidual and institutional investors 
alike. 

Although the big banks’ illegal con-
duct led directly to the 2008 financial 
crisis, it was difficult, if not impos-
sible, for individual borrowers or home-
owners to hold them legally account-
able for the harms they suffered from 
the bank’s near implosion of the Na-
tion’s financial system. 

In response, roughly 1 percent—a 
tiny fraction—of the settlement mon-
ies in suits brought by the government 
ultimately went to third-party organi-
zations specializing in aiding private 
homeowners to obtain mortgage relief 
or other related community services—a 
perfectly reasonable way to help rem-
edy the harm caused by these large fi-
nancial institutions’ irresponsible be-
havior. 

Unsurprisingly, the House Repub-
lican investigation into these settle-
ments produced not one shred of cred-
ible evidence to support their allega-
tions that this represented some sort of 
improper action—a common result 
when it comes to the majority’s over-
sight priorities it seems. 

Nonetheless, the majority seeks to 
enact H.R. 788, a bill that purports to 
address a problem that does not exist 
while its proposed solution would cre-
ate real negative consequences for the 
American public. 

Were Congress to pass H.R. 788, it 
would reward corporate lawbreakers 
and further victimize the families and 
communities suffering from the con-
sequences of corporate misconduct, in-
cluding injuries from civil rights viola-
tions, environmental justice harms, or 
harms caused by fraudulent lending 
practices. 

During the Rules Committee hearing 
earlier this week, my colleagues on the 
other side began to argue that these 
settlements are, in fact, a sweet deal 
for corporate lawbreakers at the ex-
pense of the taxpayer. Nothing could be 
further from reality. 

First, let us not lose sight of the fact 
that the majority of settlement funds 
go to the U.S. Treasury. 

Second, these settlements enable 
Federal agencies to efficiently resolve 
enforcement actions. In many of the 
kinds of cases from which these types 
of settlements arise, litigation is com-
plex, expensive, and time consuming. It 
could take the government years to 
hold wrongdoers accountable if they 
are unable to reach a settlement. 

Justice delayed is justice denied. 
These settlements save the taxpayers 
millions of dollars in litigation costs, 
boosting the value of the settlements 
to the U.S. Treasury beyond the listed 
dollar figure, while at the same time 
providing more immediate relief for 
victims of corporate lawbreaking. 

H.R. 788 is simply a tired attempt by 
the majority to paint a constitutional 
veneer upon their unpopular 
antiregulatory agenda, which includes 
enacting legislation that will under-
mine critical financial, environmental, 
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public health, and safety protections 
for the American public. 

This antiregulatory bill is a solution 
in search of a problem, designed to 
serve deep-pocketed corporate inter-
ests at the American people’s expense. 

It is a shame that House Republicans 
have chosen this unjustified and harm-
ful bill as one of their first measures to 
bring to the floor in this new year. We 
could have started the new year by 
considering bipartisan legislation to 
address a real problem. At the same 
markup where the Judiciary Com-
mittee considered this bill, we also 
considered legislation that would have 
addressed bipartisan concerns about 
Federal civil asset forfeiture laws. 
That bill passed the committee by a 26– 
0 vote in favor, and I have no doubt we 
would have enjoyed strong bipartisan 
support on the floor. 

Be that as it may, here we are, once 
again, at the precipice of a possible 
government shutdown, and House Re-
publicans have chosen instead to waste 
time on H.R. 788, recycling an unneces-
sary bill that has no chance of passage 
in the Senate at a time when the House 
should be working expeditiously to en-
sure that the government stays open. 

In short, rather than considering ill- 
conceived and harmful legislation, we 
ought to be devoting this first legisla-
tive week of the new year focused on 
serving the actual needs of the Amer-
ican people, which is the basic job that 
we were elected to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 788, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me read this to you. 
This is from Bob LeClair, head of the 
Hawaii Legal Aid Foundation and exec-
utive director of the Hawaii Justice 
Foundation: ‘‘I would be willing to 
have us build a statue [to Obama DOJ 
Associate Attorney General Tony 
West] and then we could bow down to 
this statue each day after we get our 
$200,000.’’ 

Now, what is that about? 
That is about one of these liberal 

groups getting money from the Justice 
Department in backroom settlements, 
and this is just one little quote that we 
found in an email that we were privy 
to, because at the end of the day, we 
don’t even know about all these settle-
ments. 

I want to show you all this. Let’s as-
sume that everything my colleague 
said was true about these settlements 
and how great they are. Let’s just as-
sume for a second that we all agree 
that all these groups that are getting 
settlements are good groups and that 
this is a worthy cause and a worthy use 
of settlement. 

Everything he just told you only re-
lates to the 1.4 percent of where these 
settlements have gone because the rest 
of the 99 percent of settlement funds, 
we have no idea where they went. We 
don’t even know what groups got them 

because the DOJ is making these back-
room deals. 

One of the problems that I have with 
my friends across the aisle is saying 
that this is a gift to big business. 

Mr. Speaker, what they are going for 
is to preserve the status quo. The sta-
tus quo is giving breaks to big busi-
nesses. 

Mr. Speaker, let me give you an ex-
ample. Bank of America settled with 
the government in exchange for getting 
to walk away from these charges. They 
were allowed to pay some money to 
some of these liberal groups to help 
with banking needs, et cetera. If they 
are not forced to admit guilt and write 
a check to the U.S. Treasury and say 
we are guilty, then we are letting them 
get away. That is what Democrats 
want to do. 

Democrats want a corporate violator 
to be able to come forward and say, 
hey, I made this big donation to this 
great group, and don’t tell anyone that 
we actually pled, and we didn’t have to 
admit guilt. 

So the shreds of evidence are actu-
ally much greater than just shreds. We 
have so many instances of waste and 
corruption within this process, but, un-
fortunately, everything I am telling 
you and everything the gentleman is 
telling you only relates to 1.4 percent 
of it. We don’t even know how bad the 
other 99 percent of it is. 

It is Congress’ job to appropriate 
funds; it is the Department of Justice’s 
job to carry out justice, and that is 
that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Wyoming (Ms. 
HAGEMAN). 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, it 
should come as no surprise that this 
administration, known for its reckless 
spending and misuse of congressionally 
appropriated money, has resumed the 
Obama-era practice of redirecting set-
tlement funds away from the American 
people and to activist groups cham-
pioning the radical left’s projects. 

b 1430 
Instead of going to those harmed by 

a defendant or placing such funds into 
the U.S. Treasury to serve the Amer-
ican people, vast sums of money, lit-
erally millions and tens of millions of 
dollars, are instead being directed to 
Democratic Party-aligned groups by 
Federal agencies, placing these newly 
acquired Federal funds outside of Con-
gress’ purview while also funding rad-
ical progressive agendas to boot. 

These groups are then free to spend 
dollars on partisan priorities expressly 
denied by Congress or to fund their 
own sue-and-settle tactics against the 
Federal Government. 

Simply put, these funds are 
weaponized against the American peo-
ple and are yet another way Democrats 
are abusing their power. Twice, the 
Trump administration limited this 
practice, only to have each attempt re-
versed by Joe Biden. 

Clearly, this is not a partisan abuse. 
It is coming from only one side. As a 

Member of Congress, such actions are a 
blatant affront to our power of the 
purse and an effort to sidestep congres-
sional oversight. 

These slush fund activities deprive 
victims of the proper restitution our 
justice system promises. 

H.R. 788 will end this unconstitu-
tional, fraudulent, and immoral prac-
tice and provide Americans greater 
transparency in Federal settlement 
practices. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this bill. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman from Texas and the gentle-
woman from Wyoming are simply 
wrong as they describe the situation. 

In all of these settlements, the Fed-
eral Government is given money, the 
bulk of the money. It doesn’t go to a 
third-party group. A small fraction 
then goes to a small group to help 
make the victims of the fraud or the 
malfeasance somewhat whole, but the 
Federal Government gets the bulk of 
the funds in the first place. 

It is a two-part payout. The Federal 
Government gets most of the funds, 
and then a third party helps some of 
the victims get a little part of the 
funds. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Mrs. FOUSHEE). 

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to oppose this bill that undermines our 
ability to hold corporate wrongdoers 
accountable for unlawful conduct. This 
bill will prevent Federal agencies from 
entering into settlements that set 
aside funds for third parties, such as 
legal aid, housing, or financial coun-
seling groups, or community assist-
ance, settlements that provide some re-
lief for victims of corporate mis-
conduct. 

For this reason, at the appropriate 
time, I will offer a motion to recommit 
this bill back to committee. If the 
House rules permitted, I would have of-
fered the motion with an important 
amendment to this bill. My amend-
ment would have provided for excep-
tions in the case that a settlement 
agreement pertains to the abuse of 
opioids, and that includes allegations 
of false claims against the United 
States related to a healthcare benefit 
program. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope my colleagues 
join me in voting for this motion to re-
commit. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of this amend-
ment into the RECORD immediately 
prior to the motion to recommit. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 788, the Stop 
Settlement Slush Funds Act of 2023. 

This act is one step in the reform 
process to return spending power back 
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to the hands of Congress and ensure the 
proper use of every dollar that comes 
into the Treasury. 

This bill would help to ensure the 
damages owed to victims of wrong-
doing actually reach them rather than 
being used to support organizations 
that are friends of the executive 
branch, regardless of the party. 

For those who don’t know, settle-
ment slush funds result when defend-
ants settle with government agencies 
and, based on the terms of that settle-
ment, direct the settlement proceeds to 
politically favored third parties in-
stead of victims or the U.S. Treasury 
for use in correcting the actual wrong-
doing. 

In these cases, the victims often have 
little to no say in how the settlement 
will be structured and certainly have 
no redress when the government di-
rects these monetary settlements else-
where. 

In the past, these types of settle-
ments have been used to support the 
pet projects of prior administrations or 
the friends of prior administrations, 
and this is simply unacceptable. 

Settlement funds should go to the 
victims and to remedy the actual harm 
created by these wrongdoers, not to 
help and support friends of the current 
administration—again, regardless of 
which party is in power. 

Reform is needed to end this prac-
tice, and Congress should enact H.R. 
788, the Stop Settlement Slush Funds 
Act of 2023, immediately because not 
only do we see that these funds are re-
directed in inappropriate ways but 
these settlements amount to a form of 
executive branch spending that has not 
been approved or even reviewed by Con-
gress. 

Accordingly, these settlement slush 
funds undermine congressional over-
sight, agency accountability, and the 
power of the purse. The responsibility 
of the power of the purse falls solely on 
Congress, and we should have the au-
thority to direct the funding of these 
settlement agreements, not the execu-
tive branch’s special interests. 

Moreover, money from settlements 
with companies and individuals should 
benefit the harmed and remedy the un-
derlying actual wrongdoing. Those 
funds should not be redirected to non-
profits supporting the political agendas 
of the administration. 

Let’s stop this practice today. We 
can do it if we pass this bill. Let us 
pass the Stop Settlement Slush Funds 
Act of 2023. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member of the full 
committee and the manager of this 
presentation on the floor for dealing 
with H.R. 788. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to save lives. This 
baffles me when good work is being 
done and has been done over the years. 
No one has complained about mis-
conduct of the recipients of the settle-

ment funds helping people who have 
been impacted negatively, sometimes 
with irreparable harm. They are as-
sisted by a number of organizations 
making a difference. 

Rather, we want to go forward with 
the corporate unaccountability act, 
making this an unreasonable attempt 
and unconstitutional attempt by Mem-
bers on the other side to stop pro-
tecting victims and protect wrong-
doers, which is a continuation of the 
dangerous behavior that has brought 
about this settlement. 

What do Americans look to their 
Federal Government for? They look to 
the government to be their rock, their 
anchor in times of natural disasters, 
man-made and otherwise. They look to 
their government in times of war and 
peace for us to defend this Nation. 
They certainly look to make sure that 
in the normal comings and goings of 
their work with their families, their 
communities, that someone is looking 
out for them. That is what the settle-
ment opportunities give to our various 
agencies. 

This would allow the continued work, 
rather than the taking away of these 
dollars from legitimate groups that are 
helping to make life better. This weak-
ens the Federal Government’s ability 
to settle these issues. It takes away 
the idea of legal aid and legal aid orga-
nizations being able to help individuals 
without access to legal assistance. It 
helps develop community banking, fi-
nancial institutions. It gives housing 
opportunities to those who have been 
taken advantage of. 

We know that we are in a condition 
of toxic air and toxic contamination in 
our neighborhoods, and what does the 
ability to settle the disaster that has 
been created do? It tells those offenders 
this is how they make the community 
whole. This is how they save lives. 

I know it well in Fifth Ward, Texas, 
and the surrounding areas. For a long 
time, a corporate offender contami-
nated the soil. They were growing 
plants and flowers, so whole neighbor-
hoods had an epidemic of cancer. There 
were whole generations that lived 
around this particular toxic site, but it 
was only the Federal Government—the 
EPA, in particular—under the Biden 
administration that came in and got a 
handle on this and insisted that the 
health needs of these individuals, the 
cleanup needs of these individuals, was 
going to be taken care of. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield an 
additional 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Texas. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from New York, 
the ranking member, for yielding addi-
tional time. 

This is not that s-word. I don’t even 
want to say it because it means that it 
is something wrong. This is a good set-
tlement opportunity that will help the 
public in fighting against bad actors. It 
will work on improving the criminal 

justice system, bankruptcies, the envi-
ronment, civil rights laws, the Fair 
Housing Act, and the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act. 

This is a pathway to disaster. That is 
what H.R. 788 is. Don’t be fooled, Mr. 
Speaker. What we want to do is help 
the American people and eliminate 
H.R. 788, which is going to take away 
the tools to be able to help them. 

Mr. Speaker, I started out by saying 
we want to save lives, and that is what 
we want to continue to do in these das-
tardly conditions that have happened 
all over the Nation. We want the Fed-
eral Government to be standing next to 
Americans and to be able to help them. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter from several organizations 
that oppose H.R. 788. 

JANUARY 8, 2024. 
Re Oppose H.R. 788—The Prevention of Com-

munity Restoration Act. 
DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: We urge you to op-

pose H.R. 788, the so-called ‘‘Stop Settlement 
Slush Funds Act of 2023’’. The bill prohibits 
settlement agreements where the United 
States is a party from including certain ‘‘do-
nations’’ to non-federal actors, primarily 
non-profits, educational, and community- 
based organizations. 

Under existing laws, settlements from fed-
eral enforcement actions can include pay-
ments to third parties to advance programs 
that assist with recovery, benefits, and relief 
for communities harmed by lawbreakers, to 
the extent such payments further the objec-
tives of the enforcement action. H.R. 788 
would cut off any payments to third parties 
other than individualized restitution and 
other forms of direct payment for ‘‘actual 
harm.’’ That restriction would handcuff fed-
eral enforcement officials by limiting the 
ability of federal enforcement officials to ne-
gotiate real relief for harms caused to the 
public by illegal conduct that is the subject 
of federal enforcement actions. 

This bill would be a gift to lawbreakers at 
the expense of families and communities suf-
fering from injuries that cannot be addressed 
by direct restitution because the bill would 
prevent federal agencies from negotiating 
forms of relief that would address injuries to 
the public that may be either non-quantifi-
able or indeterminate. These forms of relief 
are crucial when harm is difficult to mone-
tize, such as damage to the environment, the 
collateral consequences to communities re-
sulting from predatory lending by financial 
institutions, or unknown health outcomes to 
individuals resulting from chemical expo-
sures in the workplace. 

Under current law, the legitimacy and util-
ity of federal enforcement settlements that 
include payments to third parties is clear, as 
long as such payments bear a nexus to the 
prosecutorial objectives of the agency. This 
bill would supplant the wisdom of officials at 
DOJ and federal agencies to craft appro-
priate remedies. 

This bill is also just another example of 
Congressional overreach into executive 
branch decision-making. Not only does it 
disregard the needs of future Administra-
tions, but the bill is sloppily crafted, failing 
to provide even a basic definition of the ‘‘do-
nations’’ or payments in question. 

Further, the bill assumes that the govern-
ment is always going to be the party seeking 
to enforce the law, but this is a fallacy. Laws 
are often enforced against the government, 
and the government sometimes pays restitu-
tion to litigants. There is a role for third 
parties to ensure that settlements involving 
the government are followed and enforced. 
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Third parties that receive third-party pay-

ments include nonprofits, community orga-
nizations, or trusts or foundations that pro-
vide vital services in their communities. 
Members of Congress should applaud the 
good work of these organizations that serve 
the public good rather than vilify them. 

We urge you to oppose H.R. 788. 
Sincerely, 

Yosef Robele & Brielle Green, Earthjustice, 
American Association of Justice, American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME), American Federation 
of Teachers, Center for Biological Diversity, 
Center for Justice & Democracy, Center for 
Progressive Reform, Clean Water Action, 
Earthjustice, Environmental Defense Fund, 
Environmental Law & Policy Center, Envi-
ronmental Working Group, Government In-
formation Watch, Impact Fund, League of 
Conservation Voters, National Association of 
Consumer Advocates, National Consumers 
League, NRDC, Nuclear Information and Re-
source Service, Public Justice, Union of Con-
cerned Scientists, Waterkeeper Alliance. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to vote against 
H.R. 788. Don’t take that tool away. 
Help the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong opposi-
tion to H.R. 788, the Stop Settlement Slush 
Funds Act of 2023. 

This bill would undermine our ability to hold 
corporate wrongdoers accountable for unlawful 
conduct. 

H.R. 788, which otherwise could be called 
the ‘‘Corporate Unaccountability Act,’’ is an-
other unconscionable attempt by some ex-
treme members on the other side of the aisle 
to protect corporate wrongdoers at the ex-
pense of their victims and a continuation of 
this majority’s dangerous quest to prevent fed-
eral agencies from enforcing key protections. 

H.R. 788 is yet another in a series of harm-
ful bills that pose a direct threat to a broad 
range of critical protections Americans rely on 
in their daily lives by making it harder for fed-
eral agencies to implement, execute and en-
force the laws passed by Congress. 

These bills are part of the extreme MAGA 
Republican agenda, which seeks to render the 
federal government ineffective by any means 
necessary. 

First, they proposed defunding and abol-
ishing agencies that do not suit their radical 
views. 

Then, they broadened their scope and put 
forward their Default on America Act, and later 
their extreme CR, which would have massively 
underfunded the federal government, hurting 
its ability to address our nation’s most impor-
tant priorities. 

This week, the sabotage continues with leg-
islation that puts corporate interests over com-
munities by making it harder for agencies to 
hold corporations accountable for unlawful 
conduct and depriving victims of meaningful 
relief. 

H.R. 788 would prohibit federal agencies 
from entering or enforcing legal settlement 
agreements that include payments to third par-
ties in cases of corporate misconduct. 

These third-party payments are important 
when the conduct at issue results in general-
ized harm, such as violations of public health, 
environmental or consumer protections. 

Recipients are often nonprofit, educational 
and community-based organizations. 

For example, the Department of Justice has 
reached settlement agreements in connection 
with the mortgage lending practices of major 

banks that required payments to legal aid or-
ganizations, community development financial 
institutions and housing counseling groups. 

Eliminating this practice, as H.R. 788 threat-
ens to do, would materially weaken the federal 
government’s ability to hold bad actors ac-
countable for their unlawful conduct in a way 
that effectively addresses the societal injuries 
they have caused. 

This extreme and misguided legislation has 
earned opposition from both the Biden Admin-
istration and a broad coalition of groups, has 
zero Democratic cosponsors and only ad-
vanced out of the House Judiciary Committee 
by a party-line vote. 

According to President Biden’s Statement of 
Administration Policy, H.R. 788 is unnecessary 
and ‘‘would have adverse effects on the Fed-
eral government’s ability to enforce key laws 
protecting the public, including criminal, bank-
ruptcy, environmental and civil rights laws 
such as the Fair Housing Act and the 
Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act.’’ 

It should also be noted that the following 
groups who have come out in opposition of 
this irresponsible and dangerous bill: 

American Association for Justice; American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees; American Federation of Teachers; 
Center for Biological Diversity; Center for Jus-
tice & Democracy; Center for Progressive Re-
form; Clean Water Action; Coalition for Sen-
sible Safeguards; Earthjustice; Environmental 
Defense Fund; Environmental Law & Policy 
Center; Environmental Working Group; Gov-
ernment Information Watch; Impact Fund; 
League of Conservation Voters; National As-
sociation of Consumer Advocates; National 
Consumers League; NRDC; Nuclear Informa-
tion and Resource Service; Public Justice; 
Union of Concerned Scientists; and 
Waterkeeper Alliance. 

Let me also highlight the fact that the Ad-
ministration strongly opposes the House pas-
sage of H.R. 788, the Stop Settlement Slush 
Funds Act of 2023, because the legislation is 
unnecessary and would harm the public inter-
est. 

H.R. 788 would prohibit the Federal govern-
ment from entering into settlement agreements 
that include payments directed to appropriate 
parties. 

This legislation seeks to address a problem 
that does not exist—the Federal government 
does not create or use ‘‘slush funds.’’ 

When the Federal government settles a 
case with those who violate the law, it seeks 
to hold bad actors accountable, to appro-
priately remedy the harm they have caused, 
and to prevent the recurrence of those harms. 

H.R. 788 would have adverse effects on the 
Federal government’s ability to enforce key 
laws protecting the public, including criminal, 
bankruptcy, environmental, and civil rights 
laws such as the Fair Housing Act and the 
Servicemembers’ Civil Relief Act. 

This bill would needlessly prohibit a widely 
respected and effective enforcement tool. 

Specifically, it would block many agencies 
from including certain terms providing for pay-
ment to third parties in settlement agreements 
to which the United States is a party. 

In the past, agencies have sometimes opted 
to work with entities that have violated regu-
latory requirements to agree to alternative 
forms of remediation. 

These efforts have resulted in settlement 
agreements that include payments by those 

entities to third parties to advance programs 
that assist with recovery, benefits, or relief for 
communities harmed by the wrongdoing ad-
dressed in the enforcement action. 

In this way, H.R. 788 would thwart federal 
enforcement officials’ ability to negotiate ap-
propriate relief for harm caused to the public 
by parties that are the subject of the enforce-
ment action. 

The criticisms of third-party settlements are 
misplaced: they do not unduly undermine con-
gressional appropriation power, and they must 
satisfy basic requirements to be used. 

The Congressional Research Service has 
found settlement payments to non-federal ac-
tors are permissible remedies to the extent 
they bear a nexus to the prosecutorial objec-
tives of the agency. 

Moreover, developing guidelines on appro-
priate scope, purpose, and use of third-party 
payments appropriately lie with the executing 
agency, which has the benefit of expertise and 
experience. 

In sum, this bill is counterproductive and 
would undermine law enforcement goals by 
reducing the availability of effective remedies 
to address injuries to individuals and commu-
nities caused by illegal conduct. We therefore 
urge you to oppose H.R. 788, the Stop Settle-
ment Slush Funds Act of 2023. 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ZINKE). 

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 788. 

First of all, we should ask what good 
governance looks like. I know that in 
the House of Representatives today, 
perhaps we are not reflective of good 
governance, but good governance, I 
would say, should include trans-
parency. It should also include, I think, 
fairness, rule of law, and defending the 
Constitution, to which we all have 
sworn an oath. 

Article I, Section 9 in the Constitu-
tion says what? No money should be re-
moved from the Treasury unless by 
consequence of appropriations by law. 
It is in the Constitution. 

Let me share a story about when I 
was Secretary. It is called sue, settle, 
and seal. I am sure that my good 
friend, the gentleman from New York, 
is aware of it. 

Let’s say an administration writes a 
rule that is somewhat flawed. Let’s say 
the administration invites a lawsuit 
from, let’s say, the Center for Biologi-
cal Diversity or other nonprofits. Let’s 
say that department then decides to 
settle. On what conditions? Those con-
ditions are met by the Department of 
Justice and not the Department of the 
Interior in this example. They are set-
tled, and then the final act is that they 
seal them. 

In one case, I asked the President of 
the United States, which would be 
President Trump, I said: Mr. President, 
I have serious concerns about the con-
ditions of this settlement. I would like 
you to ask the Attorney General to 
allow the Secretary of the Interior to 
view those. 

The President’s answer was: I don’t 
have the authority. 

Then, I asked Congress: Mr. Speaker, 
you have the power of the purse by the 
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Constitution. I would like you, sir, to 
tell me the conditions of the settle-
ment. Follow the money. Where did the 
money go? 

His answer was: I don’t have the au-
thority. 

When neither the President of the 
United States, the executive, nor the 
House of Representatives, which con-
trols the purse, have the authority to 
look at sue, settle, and seal, something 
is wrong. That is what is called corrup-
tion. 

All of this should attain to the same 
thing—transparency. Furthermore, 
whose money is it? I have heard today 
it is the Federal Government’s money. 
It is not. The government does not 
have the money. It is the taxpayers’. It 
is the citizens of this great Nation 
whose money we allocate and, by Con-
stitution, we appropriate. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand in strong sup-
port of this bill, and I thank the great 
gentleman from Texas for bringing it 
forward. 

b 1445 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

My Republican friends seem to be 
under a misconception about the bill. 
They keep saying that it unconsti-
tutionally removes money from the 
Treasury without appropriation. It 
does no such thing. It removes not a 
dime from the Treasury. None of this 
money is the government’s money to 
start with. 

The government sues some group or 
company for malefaction, for damaging 
people. A settlement is reached. Under 
the terms of that settlement, the bulk 
of the money goes to the Treasury, and 
there it stays. A small proportion of 
that money goes to an organization 
that attempts to make somewhat 
whole the victims of the corporate 
malfeasance that caused the lawsuit in 
the first place, but no money is re-
moved from the Treasury. On the con-
trary, money is placed into the Treas-
ury, money from the corporate male-
factor. Some money from the corporate 
malefactor, a small proportion, goes to 
an organization that tries to help make 
not whole but a little better the vic-
tims of the malefaction by the corpora-
tion in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

It is really not always the case that 
the government gets a cut of these set-
tlements. Let me give one example. A 
recent and shocking example involves 
the Epstein scandal. JPMorgan Chase 
entered into a $75 million settlement 
for its role facilitating Mr. Epstein’s 
heinous practices. 

It has been reported—of course, we 
don’t know all the details here—that of 
the $75 million settlement that they 
had in the Virgin Islands, $30 million 
went to charity—we don’t know which 
ones—$25 million went to enhance Vir-

gin Islands infrastructure—I am sure 
that was all appropriately spent—and 
$20 million went to attorneys’ fees. 
None of it went to the U.S. Treasury. 
We now have reports of another settle-
ment that they are working on with 
the Justice Department. We don’t 
know where that went. 

Again, I will bring you back to this 
graphic I have. Of all the settlement 
funds, no one in this Chamber, no one 
in this building, no Member of Con-
gress knows where 98.6 percent of that 
money went. 

Whatever you are hearing about how 
great these settlement slush funds are 
by the other side, they are only talking 
about what they think they know of 
the 1.4 percent, and what they think 
they know is what they are told be-
cause there is no accountability for 
these funds. 

Unlike Federal funds, which Congress 
should be appropriating, where we hold 
organizations accountable—if an entity 
is receiving Federal dollars, they have 
to account for it—when these settle-
ment slush funds go out to whatever 
organization they go to, we don’t have 
any idea how they are being spent. No 
Member of Congress has any control 
over that money. 

Mr. NADLER is right, it doesn’t belong 
to the Federal Government, but when 
it is deposited into the Treasury in-
stead of given to some aid group or 
whatever alleged great cause that the 
Justice Department is telling us exists, 
when it is deposited into the Treasury, 
then Congress gets to appropriate it be-
cause it is the people’s money to han-
dle as they see fit. 

First of all, victims should be given 
restitution, not some slush fund that 
claims to do right by victims. Sec-
ondly, after the victims, the money, if 
we want to do right, if we want to go 
enhance the soils after a disaster in 
Congresswoman JACKSON’s district, 
that is something that the executive 
branch should oversee with Federal 
dollars that this body appropriates. 
That is not something that we should 
outsource to some group at the direc-
tion of the executive branch. 

I share my colleague’s concerns 
about victims. I am disappointed that 
the other side would stand up for these 
big businesses that are actually getting 
great deals, unfair deals where they get 
to write some slush fund check to some 
group that we have no way of showing 
any kind of accountability over. These 
big businesses are walking away. It is 
shocking to me that the other side is 
standing up for a process that actually 
lets big offenders walk away with a 
sweet deal and a good little PR press 
release. It is a shame. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill and oppose this prac-
tice. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
NORMAN). 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of H.R. 788, the Stop 
Settlement Slush Funds Act of 2023. 

To be honest with you, I am amazed 
we are even debating this. The other 
side always takes the position they are 
for the little man. We are talking 
about giving money to people who have 
been harmed instead of letting the Fed-
eral Government keep it. 

I also heard my colleague from Texas 
cite how government is the gold stand-
ard, how government provides clean 
air, clean water, clean streets. The 
very State that she and Representative 
GOODEN are from, Texas, is being over-
run by illegals. Where is the govern-
ment? Where is the government in 
stopping this illegal invasion on the 
border? It is for pure power. It is for re-
election purposes. They are putting the 
American people at severe risk. 

Let me give Congressman GOODEN 
some other examples of money that did 
not go to the victim. It went to a slush 
fund that was not revealed until people 
were asking about it. It is the example 
of the Obama-era EPA settlement with 
Volkswagen, where billions were di-
verted to projects Congress explicitly 
chose not to fund. It went to projects 
Congress didn’t even fund. 

We have to restore accountability 
and order. This bill will correct a hor-
rible trend that is developing in gov-
ernment, and the people who support 
government now is less than 5 percent. 
They have lost trust in government. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate Mr. 
GOODEN bringing this bill up. It is a 
great bill, and I hope we can get it 
passed. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Before I close, I will be nice and give 
my friends across the aisle a little gift. 
I realize they think all these are great, 
so for the sake of being bipartisan, I 
am going to give an example of a bad 
actor that was a Republican with re-
spect to these slush funds. 

Back in 2005, then-United States At-
torney Chris Christie required the 
pharmaceutical company Bristol Myers 
Squibb to donate to his law school 
alma mater, Seton Hall University. In 
exchange for not charging the drug- 
making giant with securities fraud, 
Christie’s office would require it to 
fund a professorship at Seton Hall Uni-
versity Law School, Christie’s alma 
mater. 

Do we really think that is good pol-
icy? 

It doesn’t matter who is in the White 
House, what party is controlling the 
executive branch, this is a wrong pol-
icy. I hope this bill passes. 

My colleague did say it is dead in the 
Senate. Let’s just assume it is dead in 
the Senate. I pledge here before this 
entire body that if we have a Repub-
lican President someday, I will carry 
this bill forward, and I am willing to 
bet that someone across the aisle will 
join me because they won’t like the 
conservative, far-right groups that a 
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Republican Justice Department is di-
verting slush funds to. 

I hope that my colleagues will get on 
board now. If this bill should not make 
it to the President’s desk, I will be 
right back here in a year, God willing, 
if a Republican is President, and I hope 
my colleagues will join me then. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 

I reiterate that H.R. 788 is a solution 
in search of a problem that if enacted 
would seriously hamstring the ability 
of Federal agencies to hold corporate 
wrongdoers accountable to the Amer-
ican public. 

Given its potentially broad impact, 
H.R. 788 is opposed by a wide range of 
environmental, civil justice, labor, and 
consumer advocacy groups, including 
the American Federation of State, 
County, and Municipal Employees, the 
American Federation of Teachers, 
Earthjustice, the Environmental De-
fense Fund, the League of Conservation 
Voters, the American Association for 
Justice, the National Association of 
Consumer Advocates, and the National 
Consumers League. 

If the underlying practice, as my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
say, were really such a gift to corpora-
tions, why has the Chamber of Com-
merce come out in favor of this bill? 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 788, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
this is really bad business for the 
American people. These settlement 
slush funds are wrong no matter who is 
in power and, frankly, victims are 
being overlooked. Victims should be 
made whole, and any other kind of set-
tlement the government wants to work 
out with wrongdoers should be a fine to 
the United States Treasury because 
whatever good cause we may agree or 
disagree about for restitution for larg-
er groups of victims, perhaps, that is 
something this Congress should decide 
through the appropriations process. 

I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in stopping this practice. We have seen 
abuses all the way from the Bush ad-
ministration to the present, and it 
needs to stop. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support H.R. 788, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate on the bill has expired. 
AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. MCCORMICK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. It is now 
in order to consider amendment No. 1 
printed in House Report 118–342. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 3, line 13, after ‘‘submit’’ insert ‘‘, and 
make available on a publicly accessible 
website,’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 947, the gen-

tleman from Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to offer an amendment to H.R. 788. 

I thank Representative GOODEN and 
the Judiciary Committee for crafting 
this crucial piece of legislation that 
will further our mission of holding the 
executive branch accountable. 

The underlying bill is trying to fix an 
important issue. The Biden administra-
tion, or any administration for that 
matter, should not be directing settle-
ment funds to support their radical so-
cial agendas by financing politically 
favored third-party entities or pro-
grams, sometimes completely unre-
lated to the original litigation. This 
practice is just wrong. 

My amendment is simple. It creates 
transparency by requiring the annual 
violation audits conducted by the in-
spector generals in section 2(f) of this 
bill to be made publicly available on an 
accessible website. The American peo-
ple deserve to know what their govern-
ment is doing. If a government agency, 
in violation of law, is directing these 
settlement payments to support polit-
ical agendas, the public should know. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I claim 
the time in opposition, though I am 
not opposed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from New 
York is recognized for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I will not 

take 5 minutes. 
Mr. Speaker, for all the reasons I 

have stated here, this is a terrible bill. 
This amendment makes it no worse. 
Therefore, I don’t oppose it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, I am glad he does not oppose it 
because it is transparency on a bill 
that is meant to create transparency. I 
hope nobody opposes that. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the previous question 
is ordered on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
MCCORMICK). 

The question is on the amendment. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

MOTION TO RECOMMIT 
Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, I have 

a motion to recommit at the desk. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will report the motion to recom-
mit. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Mrs. Foushee of North Carolina moves to 

recommit the bill H.R. 788 to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mrs. FOUSHEE is as follows: 

Mrs. Foushee moves to recommit the bill 
H.R. 788 to the Committee on the Judiciary 
with instructions to report the same back to 
the House forthwith with the following 
amendment: 

Page 2, line 7, insert after ‘‘settlement 
agreement’’ the following: ‘‘(except as pro-
vided in subsection (g))’’. 

Add at the end of the bill the following: 
(g) EXCEPTION.—The provisions of this Act 

do not apply in the case of a settlement 
agreement that pertains to the abuse and di-
version of prescription and synthetic opioids, 
including fentanyl, and that includes allega-
tions of false claims against the United 
States related to a health care benefit pro-
gram (as such term is defined in section 24 of 
title 18, United States Code). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 2(b) of rule XIX, the pre-
vious question is ordered on the motion 
to recommit. 

The question is on the motion to re-
commit. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the noes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. FOUSHEE. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned. 

f 

b 1500 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY THE FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION RE-
LATING TO ‘‘WAIVER OF BUY 
AMERICA REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS’’ 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, pursuant to House Resolution 947, I 
call up the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 
38) providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy 
America Requirements for Electric Ve-
hicle Chargers,’’ and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 947, the joint 
resolution is considered read. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

S.J. RES. 38 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Federal 
Highway Administration relating to ‘‘Waiver 
of Buy America Requirements for Electric 
Vehicle Chargers’’ (88 Fed. Reg. 10619 (Feb-
ruary 21, 2023)), and such rule shall have no 
force or effect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure or their re-
spective designees. 
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The gentleman from Missouri (Mr. 

GRAVES), and the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. LARSEN), each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S.J. Res. 38. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to urge sup-
port for S.J. Res. 38, which was intro-
duced by Senator RUBIO of Florida 
under the Congressional Review Act, 
which would invalidate the Federal 
Highway Administration’s waiver of 
Buy America requirements for electric 
vehicle chargers. 

The joint resolution is intended to 
ensure our Federal dollars support 
American-made products rather than 
products from foreign competitors like 
China. 

In November of 2021, the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act created 
the National Electric Vehicle Infra-
structure Formula Program and the 
Charging and Fueling Infrastructure 
Grant Program, funding these pro-
grams at $5 billion and $2.5 billion, re-
spectively. 

The Federal Highway Administration 
was quick to move a waiver of Buy 
America requirements for EV chargers 
to help achieve the Biden administra-
tion’s very progressive policy agenda, 
citing a public interest need. 

There is no public interest need here, 
Mr. Speaker. Rather, there is just a de-
sire for the administration to continue 
to push its woke agenda without fully 
considering the far-reaching ramifica-
tions. 

It is not better for the climate as 
China is the number one emitter of 
greenhouse gas emissions around the 
world, and it is certainly not better for 
American competitiveness or security 
as China has already demonstrated it 
will utilize infrastructure footholds as 
it did with telecommunications and 
Huawei to undermine America’s na-
tional security. 

Simply put, a waiver undercuts do-
mestic investments and risks empow-
ering foreign nations. If the adminis-
tration is going to continue to push for 
a massive transition to EVs, it should 
ensure and comply with the Buy Amer-
ica requirements. 

This joint resolution received bipar-
tisan support in the Senate, under-
scoring the support of Congress for en-
suring that these dollars aren’t fun-
neled to China. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of the 
joint resolution, I and reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

I rise in opposition to this resolution. 
On the Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee, we know that invest-
ing in infrastructure means jobs for 
American workers and economic 
growth. 

Our goal is for taxpayer dollars to de-
liver returns at home, not just for 
those who travel on the roads and 
bridges but for the women and men 
who build our highway infrastructure. 

The Biden administration shares that 
goal and has made Buy America one of 
the centerpieces of its infrastructure 
policy as we build out modern trans-
portation systems that are cleaner, 
greener, safer, and more accessible. 

There is strong bipartisan support in 
Congress for strengthening Buy Amer-
ica, rebuilding the U.S. industrial base, 
and creating jobs. 

We saw the result of this broad sup-
port with the passage of the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, or BIL, which in-
cluded a new domestic content require-
ment for all Federal infrastructure 
spending. 

Congress should be focused on sup-
porting implementation of these new 
Buy America and domestic content re-
quirements so we can maximize the re-
turn of our infrastructure investments 
and support job creation. 

Instead, we are here today debating a 
resolution that would undercut the BIL 
and the administration’s aim to bolster 
a domestic EV charger supply chain. 

Federal highway and transit pro-
grams have had Buy America standards 
for decades. These standards have in-
sured that any investment in U.S. in-
frastructure is also an investment in 
U.S. workers. 

Since 1983, all manufactured products 
have been exempted from Buy America 
under the Federal highway programs. 

Under this policy, EV chargers fund-
ed by the Federal Highway Administra-
tion would not have been required to be 
built in the U.S. 

Further, there would have been no 
requirements for those chargers to in-
clude any domestic content beyond the 
iron and steel components. 

If this policy had been applied to the 
$7.5 billion for EV charging included in 
the BIL, we would have supported jobs 
overseas instead of jobs for U.S. work-
ers. The Biden administration took ac-
tion to make sure that would not hap-
pen. 

First, it deemed that the general 
manufactured products Buy America 
waiver would no longer apply to EV 
chargers. 

Further, the administration created 
a new, stronger standard for domestic 
content in EV chargers. Under the new 
policy, and for the first time, all feder-
ally funded EV chargers must be manu-
factured in the U.S. 

The new policy also includes domes-
tic content requirements for all compo-
nents, not just those made of iron and 
steel. 

The domestic content requirements 
ramp up over time to allow manufac-
turers to expand their capacity in the 
U.S. 

The policy is working. Since 2021, pri-
vate companies have announced $500 
million in investments across the coun-
try in EV charging manufacturing fa-
cilities, according to the Department 
of Energy. The investment is creating 
jobs in an emerging and growing indus-
try. 

This is exactly how Buy America 
policies are supposed to work. You can-
not change course overnight on a 40- 
year-old policy. You need to give time 
to the private sector to prepare. 

That is exactly what the administra-
tion is doing. Beginning on July 1 of 
this year, all federally funded EV char-
gers will be assembled in the U.S. and 
will have at least a 55 percent U.S. con-
tent—consistent with the Build Amer-
ica Buy America policy included in the 
BIL. 

This approach is a win for U.S. work-
ers, the private sector, and all Ameri-
cans will benefit from a more sustain-
able transportation system. 

While this new standard is tech-
nically called a waiver, it meets the in-
dustry’s current needs with greater 
precision and has a much stronger Buy 
America policy than the broad waiver 
it replaces. 

Unfortunately, this resolution before 
us today would erase that progress. If 
we repeal the new Biden administra-
tion approach, EV chargers would once 
again fall under the broad general man-
ufactured products exemption from 
Buy America. 

We would lose the requirement that 
all federally funded EV chargers be 
built in the U.S., we would lose the do-
mestic content requirements for com-
ponents not made from iron and steel, 
and we would create uncertainty for 
the private sector who have based their 
investments and job creation on the 
new Buy America standards. 

Many Members of Congress share the 
same goal of the strong Buy America 
standards. Repealing a Buy America 
waiver may sound great, but this reso-
lution would actually weaken Buy 
America. 

Some may argue the Biden adminis-
tration could just repeal the general 
manufactured products waiver. In fact, 
the administration is in the process of 
reconsidering that waiver as we are re-
quired under the BIL. 

It is a complex process to reconsider 
a 40-year-old policy that applies to 
hundreds of products ranging from 
traffic cameras to the changeable mes-
sage signs that we see every day on our 
highways. 

That process is going to take time to 
get it right and should not be used as a 
rationale for weakening Buy America 
standards that exist today. 

The reality is that this resolution 
would weaken Buy America at a time 
when we are making record invest-
ments in EV chargers. 

In fact, this week I expect the Fed-
eral Highway Administration to an-
nounce hundreds of millions of dollars 
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in funding to strategically deploy pub-
licly accessible electric vehicle charg-
ing infrastructure in communities and 
along vital travel corridors. 

EV charging investment is already 
paying dividends for communities and 
creating jobs. After launching the first 
federally funded EV charging station, 
Mike DeWine, the Governor of Ohio, 
said electric vehicles are the future of 
transportation, and we want drivers in 
Ohio to have access to this technology 
today. 

This resolution before us today would 
slow down similar investments across 
the U.S. and create incoherent indus-
trial policy. 

It is not just my opinion. This resolu-
tion is opposed by the women and men 
of the United Steelworkers, the AFL– 
CIO, the United Auto Workers, and the 
International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers—those whose jobs will 
actually be affected by this policy. 

The United Steelworkers said this 
resolution is shortsighted and mis-
guided and would undercut American 
manufacturing, both near and long 
term. 

The resolution is also opposed by the 
Zero Emission Transportation Associa-
tion and the National Electrical Manu-
facturers Association whose members 
include EV charger and component 
manufacturers. 

In a letter of opposition, these asso-
ciations said that if this resolution 
were enacted, it would cause major dis-
ruption of major infrastructure 
projects across the country. 

We know infrastructure investment 
creates family-wage jobs for U.S. work-
ers. The Biden administration’s ap-
proach to Buy America delivers on that 
promise. 

I urge my colleagues to support Buy 
America and to reject this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS), the chair-
man of the Small Business Committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, in full disclosure to everybody here, 
I am a car dealer, and I rise today in 
opposition to the rule submitted by the 
Federal Highway Administration that 
waives the Buy America requirements 
for electric vehicle chargers built in 
the U.S. 

This allows for federally funded elec-
tric charging stations to be built in the 
U.S. without the use of American steel, 
iron, manufactured products, and con-
struction materials, ultimately send-
ing billions of taxpayer dollars to 
China. 

The $7.5 billion investment builds on 
Biden’s mission to force his inefficient, 
expensive, and unreliable green energy 
agenda onto the American people. 

Now, I can tell you exactly what a 
government charging station is going 
to look like. It is going to have graffiti 
on it after the first week; it is going to 
be broken, and it will never be fixed. 
That is what it is going to look like. 

Instead, we should allow competi-
tion, not government, to drive innova-
tion. Let the private sector decide 
when and how much to invest in the 
charging infrastructure. 

When taxpayer dollars are spent, 
they should be used to invest in Amer-
ican businesses and quality manufac-
turing, not to line the pockets of the 
CCP. 

I urge my colleagues to vote in favor 
of the CRA and stop the Biden adminis-
tration’s America last, China first poli-
cies. In God we trust. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. TRONE). 

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise in opposition to S.J. Res. 38 and 
urge my colleagues to do the same. 

For months, my colleagues across 
the aisle have strongly opposed efforts 
to support clean energy jobs, fight cli-
mate change, and deliver investments 
in our future. 

The proposed legislation is no dif-
ferent. This resolution undermines ef-
forts to expand our Nation’s electric 
grid by weakening Buy America re-
quirements and reverting back to out-
dated manufacturing guidelines of 
1983—40 years ago. 

This will allow taxpayer dollars—in-
cluding $7.5 billion for the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act—to be 
spent in competitor nations like China 
instead of right here in the U.S. by 
American workers. 

This legislation will harm American 
manufacturing jobs and communities 
and worsen our country’s reliance on 
foreign supply chains. 

Currently, 44 manufacturing facili-
ties in the U.S. are dedicated to mak-
ing EV charger components, amount-
ing to a combined investment of $313 
million and approximately 6,000 manu-
facturing jobs. We must let American 
innovation and technology protect 
good-paying jobs. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LAMALFA). 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I guess 
the question here is: Yes, is it going to 
be buy American or not? 

Now, these components we are talk-
ing about are, indeed, being force-fed 
upon the public with the whole big 
push for electrifying vehicles. 

As we are seeing, the market has 
softened dramatically since the addi-
tional influx of electric vehicles has 
been pushed forward. 

We are seeing them sitting on deal-
ers’ lots, so chargers probably still 
need to be made to catch up, to a cer-
tain point. 

We don’t need to be in such a giant 
hurry that we have to instead send all 
this business to the manufacturing 
leaders in China. Let’s let Americans 
catch up to this. 

Indeed, since we are going to spend 
the money that is in the trough any-
way from the measure I did not vote 
for—that many of us did not vote for— 
at least spend it on American jobs and 

keep the spirit of producing electric ve-
hicle chargers in the United States. 

We can catch up and we will catch 
up, especially if these artificial man-
dates to force electric cars are relaxed 
somewhat. 

b 1515 

Now, we see the Biden administra-
tion setting the goal of half a million 
chargers by the year 2030—and they say 
that their goal has been met so far— 
but a recent article says that they 
have only built one charger under this 
program in the last 2 years. There is a 
long way to go to get to half a million. 

Instead of realizing that the goals are 
unworkable and let the rules be what 
they have been on keeping Buy Amer-
ica, Make It In America as the pri-
ority, they are force-feeding something 
in such a hurry that hasn’t been 
thought out for a market that is dra-
matically softening after the initial 
wave of electric vehicles. 

Instead, let Americans work and not 
favor the Chinese Communist Party 
and their workers. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
GARAMENDI). 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, 
sometimes it is a mistake to listen to 
each other, and perhaps that is where 
we are right now. 

I am hearing Mr. LARSEN present the 
legislation, which actually would re-
peal the Make It In America provisions 
into the future. I hear Mr. LARSEN talk 
about how the President’s rule would 
actually waive the Buy America re-
quirements that we put into the bipar-
tisan infrastructure bill until July 1, 
2024—5 months from now. That waiver 
is for 5 months going forward, at which 
time the Buy America rules that we 
put into the law are back in effect. 

I hear my colleagues who are pro-
posing this CR say something quite dif-
ferent, that somehow this CR would re-
establish the Buy America provisions. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t. It is just the 
opposite. It would eliminate going on 
beyond July 1 the requirement to Buy 
America. 

Maybe I am confused. I think not. 
I do know that in our T&I Committee 

we spent a lot of time on Buy America, 
but the CR not only eliminates the cur-
rent Federal regulation that delays 
until July 1 the implementation of the 
Buy America requirements; it goes be-
yond that. It also reinstates another 
provision, that is a 1983 waiver of the 
Buy America requirements. 

So if indeed we want to help Amer-
ican industry, if we want to help Amer-
ican labor, and if we want to really 
build out the infrastructure necessary 
for electric vehicles, then we are going 
to need to have those charging sta-
tions. Those charging stations can be 
made in America if we stay with the 
current regulations that the adminis-
tration has put forward, which only ex-
tends the Buy America waiver to July 
1, 2024. 
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If I am wrong, I am wrong; it is not 

the first time in my life. Read care-
fully what we are doing here. It is not 
just taking on the Biden administra-
tion, which is great fun for some, it is 
really about are we going to have Make 
It In America requirements or not. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Wyoming (Ms. HAGEMAN). 

Ms. HAGEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague for yielding me this time. 
I rise in favor of S.J. Res. 38 to rescind 
the Biden administration’s careless 
rule, which waives Buy America re-
quirements for federally funded EV 
charging infrastructure projects. 

Instead of abandoning this crackpot 
environmental project that has wasted 
billions of taxpayer dollars with no 
tangible benefit, the Biden administra-
tion is now doubling down, waiving the 
Buy America requirements in a des-
perate attempt to save the floundering 
EV industry. 

Under this change, hard-earned tax-
payer dollars will not only be wasted 
on useless charging infrastructure; no, 
now these funds will be squandered on 
useless charging infrastructure pro-
duced from foreign materials. Mean-
while, China continues to maintain an 
outsized hold on EV manufacturing and 
the critical materials required to con-
struct them. 

In other words, rather than invest in 
domestic energy resources and infra-
structure, the Biden administration 
will prop up a failed industry whose en-
tire existence is dependent upon gov-
ernment subsidies while increasing our 
reliance on China and other adversarial 
nations. 

These actions will force millions of 
more Americans into a state of energy 
poverty and undermine American sov-
ereignty all to kowtow before the cli-
mate gods. 

Mr. Speaker, we must resist the 
Biden administration’s forceful at-
tempts to transition us to an electric 
future, whatever that means, while 
also advocating for solutions that em-
power America to restore its energy 
and manufacturing independence. 

It is for these reasons that I sought 
to defund one of these useless EV pro-
grams through an amendment amid 
our appropriations process. 

The fact is that this rule is wrong-
headed at the wrong time and should 
not be implemented. I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. 
BROWNLEY). 

Ms. BROWNLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to speak in opposition to this resolu-
tion. This resolution is nothing more 
than a stunt to obstruct the progress 
and the success of the Bipartisan Infra-
structure Law. 

Since the passage of this historic, 
once-in-a-generation investment in our 
Nation’s infrastructure, we have seen 
strong economic growth and the cre-
ation of over 7 million good-paying 
American jobs. 

The investments in this trans-
formative legislation are reaching 
communities across our country, in-
cluding communities in my district in 
Ventura County in California. 

This week, the Biden administration 
announced the award of $12 million for 
the construction of countywide electric 
vehicle charging centers, off-grid EV 
charging, and solar battery storage, as 
well as fast-charging ports. 

As a member of the House Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee, I 
have seen firsthand the critical need to 
not only complete long overdue repairs 
to our Nation’s infrastructure, but I 
have also seen the need to invest in 
clean energy and alternative fueling 
infrastructure in our country. 

It takes bold action to tackle the cli-
mate crisis and reduce our carbon foot-
print, and the bipartisan infrastructure 
law does just that. The law is working 
to help communities plan their growth, 
connect our cities, and significantly 
improve safety along our roads, 
bridges, and rail systems. The law is 
working to grow our local, regional, 
and national economy. The law is 
working to accelerate the Biden ad-
ministration’s efforts to grow our Na-
tion’s middle class from the bottom up 
and the middle out. 

Mr. Speaker, the bottom line is that 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law is 
working for the American people, and 
this resolution is both bad for innova-
tion, bad for job creation, and bad for 
America. That is why I urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE). 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Speaker, since Presi-
dent Biden took office, he has not only 
waged a full-scale assault on American 
energy production but also on widely 
used gas-powered automobiles in order 
to cater to electric vehicles. 

Despite EVs accounting for only 14 
percent of all vehicles sold in 2022, this 
administration is proceeding forward 
with its goal to install 500,000 EV char-
gers by 2030. 

While I oppose the continued push to-
ward electrification, especially when 
America’s baseload power is unable to 
keep pace with current demands, I was 
at least pleased that Congress put in 
place requirements for the IIJA that 
we ‘‘Buy American.’’ 

However, even this is now being ig-
nored. The Federal Highway Adminis-
tration is attempting to issue new 
waivers to bypass the mandate. 

Instead of upholding the safeguards 
that are critical to protect taxpayer 
dollars, the administration decided to 
increase our country’s reliance on bad 
actors like China, who already control 
the EV sector. 

Communities are already struggling 
with electric transformer shortages. 
Our grid is in need of major upgrades, 
and the last thing we should do is em-
power our adversaries by issuing these 
waivers to build charging stations for 

vehicles whose battery components pri-
marily come from China. 

I find it incredible that President 
Biden, who pushed so hard for this leg-
islation, now wants to completely ig-
nore a key provision that was added to 
safeguard our Nation from China and 
protect American jobs. 

This is wrong. 
I call upon the Federal Highway Ad-

ministration to rescind this onerous 
rule, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the resolution of disapproval. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. 
DESAULNIER). 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, this 
pointless resolution would not only 
harm the advancement of EVs in the 
United States, but it would also allow 
more work to be offshored to other 
countries. I strongly oppose this reso-
lution, and I urge my colleagues to do 
the same. 

Among its many historic firsts, the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law invested 
$7.5 billion in EV charging infrastruc-
ture through the National Electric Ve-
hicle Infrastructure Program. I am 
proud of the work that we did on this 
landmark funding that stems from a 
bill that I introduced, the Clean Cor-
ridors Act, that was incorporated into 
the infrastructure bill. It is already 
helping create a network of EV char-
gers to help with the implementation 
of alternative fuels and the dynamic 
investment in electric vehicles and hy-
drogen-fueled cars. 

On a side note, one of the grants was 
included in the district I represent be-
tween the local library district and the 
Federal Government to install chargers 
at public libraries. 

Unfortunately, the resolution we are 
considering today would remove cer-
tainty from EV charger construction 
and put good-paying jobs here in the 
U.S. at risk in the long-term and in the 
short-term. The lack of certainty 
would also further delay construction 
deployment and hinder consumers’ use 
of EVs. 

With the transportation sector mak-
ing up almost 30 percent of the coun-
try’s greenhouse gas emissions, we 
must continue to do everything we can 
to transition to cleaner fuels and pro-
vide certainty for the industry to help 
combat climate change. We need avail-
able, reliable EV chargers to make that 
a reality considering the global impli-
cations. 

I strongly oppose this bill and the 
partisan efforts to thwart EV deploy-
ment. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. MILLER). 

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in strong support 
of this resolution. 

Congress has the power to invalidate 
this bureaucratic rule that, simply put, 
would, once again, sell out the greatest 
strength of the American economy— 
our American workers. 
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The Build America, Buy America Act 

was bipartisan legislation that was in-
cluded in the Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act. 

We must ensure that any infrastruc-
ture projects across America uses 
American-made and sourced products 
when they are available. 

When the government spends Amer-
ican taxpayer money on an infrastruc-
ture project, it is common sense that 
the materials used in the project 
should be made in America. 

We have the world’s best workers 
making the best materials we need 
right here at home. This administra-
tion’s radical push to end consumer 
choice and force electric vehicles upon 
us is completely wrong. 

When Chinese- or Russian-made prod-
ucts and materials are used instead of 
those from America, it steals jobs from 
U.S. workers. This administration can-
not be allowed to enable brutal dic-
tators and thugs on the backs of Amer-
ican workers. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support 
opposition of this radical rule from the 
Biden administration and support the 
American worker by voting for this 
resolution. 

b 1530 
Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the gentle-
woman from Virginia (Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN). 

Ms. MCCLELLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in opposition to S.J. Res. 38, 
which undermines the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration’s efforts to supercharge 
our transition to a clean-energy future 
and deploy more sustainable tech-
nologies. 

With this resolution, extreme House 
Republicans are actively trying to 
hamper the progress made through the 
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act and the Inflation Reduction Act. 
They are threatening the burgeoning 
electric vehicle industry and harming 
our communities, our economy, and 
our planet. 

It is clear we are in an infrastructure 
decade thanks to these transformative 
investments, yet House Republicans 
would rather try to undermine these 
efforts than acknowledge the clear ben-
efits for communities across the Na-
tion. 

In fact, thanks to the IIAJ, Henrico 
County, in my district, will receive 
over $1.4 million to build 38 EV charg-
ing ports at 7 publicly accessible facili-
ties throughout the community. Simi-
lar awards are going out to localities 
across the Nation. 

House Republicans’ solution would 
impede the growth of our EV industry 
across the country at a time when we 
must do more to address the climate 
crisis and as more Americans are 
switching to electric vehicles. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 
Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in support of this im-

portant Congressional Review Act reso-
lution, which prevents the Biden ad-
ministration from lining the Chinese 
Communist Party’s pockets in an ef-
fort to further its rush-to-green agen-
da. 

Last Congress, my colleagues across 
the aisle and the Biden administration 
forced through massive spending pack-
ages with billions and billions of dol-
lars for their Green New Deal agenda. 
In fact, the IIJA included $7.5 billion 
for EV charging grant programs. 

One of my colleagues’ biggest argu-
ments in support of their massive 
spending packages was that it was all 
in the name of bringing businesses and 
manufacturing back to America. How 
does waiving the Buy America require-
ment help American manufacturing? I 
will tell you that it doesn’t. It benefits 
Chinese producers with lower wage and 
environmental standards and can un-
dercut American industry. 

China may be producing so-called 
clean energy technologies like EVs and 
solar panels, but it is being done with 
an engineering portfolio that increases 
emissions. 

Forcing Americans into EVs as fast 
as possible is not going to reduce glob-
al emissions when the planet’s largest 
emitters are enabled by our demand. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this measure. 
Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 

Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON 
LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Washington, 
the ranking member, for his leadership. 

There is more work to be done, and I 
am glad our previous speaker, my col-
league and friend from California, 
made it clear that this is for 5 months. 

This is about getting more jobs and 
getting them done now. This is to em-
phasize that this new emphasis on EV 
infrastructure is going to help each and 
every one of my colleagues. 

I am rising because I am so proud of 
the State of Texas. It is one of the few 
States that has announced American- 
made EV charger investments as of 
September 2023. We are already out 
front in the State of Texas, which is 
not often known for moving fast on 
these kinds of environmentally focused 
efforts. I thank Texas. 

It is because of the AFL–CIO Trans-
portation Trades Department, United 
Steelworkers, International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers, United 
Auto Workers, Siemens, and Alliance 
for American Manufacturing working 
together for these EV chargers to make 
sure that we will have the waiver for 
only 5 months. Then, all the chargers 
will be required to contain 55 percent 
domestic content on the cost of compo-
nents. 

The infrastructure in which EV char-
gers are housed is predominantly steel 
and iron, which are excluded from this 
waiver now. 

The explanation is that this is to do 
better, to help America do better, and 
to get us ready for July 2024, to help 

more States have EV investments that 
create jobs, move us into a new level of 
technology, and provide the oppor-
tunity for more science-based mobility, 
transportation that is safe, that is 
clean, and that is job-creating. 

What more can we want? 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to oppose this leg-

islation because I want more jobs and a 
safer environment. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. FLOOD). 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, time and 
time again, we see President Biden 
picking winners and losers in the mar-
ketplace to force a radical climate 
agenda on the American people. 

In his 2020 campaign, President Biden 
claimed a Buy America policy. The 
first year of his Presidency included 
lots of posturing on the virtues of 
American-made products, yet when 
push comes to shove, the President has 
made it clear that if given a choice be-
tween buying American and pushing an 
activist climate agenda fueled by EV 
batteries made in China, he sides with 
the woke environmentalists over 
American workers. 

If the Biden administration is going 
to distort the energy market with its 
Green New Deal and all of its subsidies, 
one would hope that they would at 
least fund the products made here in 
the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of this 
resolution to stop the Biden adminis-
tration from crippling not only our do-
mestic energy production but also our 
American manufacturing economy. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Minnesota (Mr. STAUBER). 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, let’s 
make one thing perfectly clear: The 
Biden administration is building their 
so-called green energy on the backs of 
children, on poor individuals enslaved 
by Communist China. 

I wonder what it must be like for the 
Biden administration to sit in ivory 
towers and drive their electric vehicles 
and pretend to be doing something 
positive for the environment. 

As long as I am here in Congress, I 
will expose the truth. The Biden ad-
ministration finds it to be perfectly ac-
ceptable to use child slave labor in for-
eign lands to meet their insincere and 
deceptive green agenda, forcing chil-
dren, under horrific conditions, to dig 
up, often with their bare hands, the 
minerals that they need in their EV 
charging stations. It is immoral, it is 
unethical, and it is wrong. 

The rule to waive the Buy America 
requirement for electric vehicle char-
gers is just the latest in this adminis-
tration’s efforts to eliminate good-pay-
ing union jobs for American workers 
and instead offshore cheap slave labor 
in foreign countries with zero environ-
mental standards. 

For the Biden administration, when 
overseas, it is out of sight, out of mind. 
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The Biden administration continues to 
have their agenda on mining and en-
ergy anywhere but America, any work-
er but American. 

I ask my colleagues not to turn a 
blind eye. We need to mine here and 
buy American. The reason the Biden 
administration wants to waive the Buy 
America requirement is because they 
refuse to allow domestic mining to 
happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I live in a district where 
the biggest copper-nickel mine in the 
world is, and this administration 
pulled the mining leases for purely po-
litical reasons. They won’t let us mine 
in Minnesota, North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Washington, Nevada, Utah, 
Texas, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Wis-
consin, and so many other States. They 
are okay with using child slave labor in 
Congo, where 15 of the 19 mines are 
owned by the Communist country of 
China. 

The Biden administration continues 
to assault the American worker. We 
must not let that happen. 

Mr. Speaker, when the infrastructure 
law passed, we supported Build Amer-
ica, Buy America. This is a slap in the 
face when Joe Biden wants us now to 
waive the requirement. It is unaccept-
able. Buy America, mine here in Amer-
ica, period. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE). 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

President Biden’s attempt to block 
the sale of gas-powered vehicles and 
mandate electric vehicles in the next 
decade would have disastrous con-
sequences for American families, 
American businesses, and the Amer-
ican economy. 

In its quest to implement Green New 
Deal initiatives, President Biden and 
his administration are using American 
taxpayer dollars to buy electric vehicle 
charging stations from the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Let me say that again. Biden and his 
administration are using American 
taxpayer dollars to buy electric vehicle 
charging stations from the Chinese 
Communist Party. They are sending 
taxpayer dollars to China. 

President Biden’s attempt to dodge 
the bipartisan Buy America rule is a 
realization that his electric vehicle 
policies are impractical and irrespon-
sible. 

Come on. Americans aren’t fooled. 
An electric vehicle with a Chinese bat-
tery is a Chinese car. 

Last year, this House passed my leg-
islation, the Preserving Choice in Vehi-
cle Purchases Act, with a bipartisan 
majority. This body has recognized 
that electric vehicles are unable to sus-
tain our economy and unable to sus-
tain the American Dream. 

It is critical that we speak with one 
voice and pass this legislation to stop 

the Biden administration from sending 
American taxpayer dollars to compa-
nies run by the Chinese Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important leg-
islation. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, may I inquire as to how much 
time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington has 121⁄2 min-
utes remaining. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I want to close by first going 
back to a point someone made by start-
ing their comment with saying, ‘‘since 
the Biden administration has come in.’’ 
I want to quickly make some points on 
that. 

Since the Biden administration has 
come in, unemployment has dropped 
precipitously. We have seen continued 
economic growth in the United States. 
Manufacturing jobs have increased. 

We have passed legislation to bring 
$35 copays for Medicare enrollees and 
have seen the private sector now adopt 
$35 copays for their enrollees for diabe-
tes medications. 

Since the Biden administration has 
come in, we have passed the PACT Act 
to support veterans needing 
healthcare. 

Since the Biden administration has 
come in, although there is still work to 
do, I recognize inflation has dropped 65 
percent. 

There are a lot of things that have 
happened during the Biden administra-
tion, including the passage of the bi-
partisan infrastructure law, which 
today is putting women and men to 
work around the country building 
next-generation infrastructure, next- 
generation bridges, roads, and high-
ways and next-generation transit sys-
tems, spreading broadband around the 
country and closing the digital divide 
in so many communities, as well as 
supporting the adoption of electric ve-
hicle use around the country. 

It was noted that 14 percent of vehi-
cles sold last year were electric vehi-
cles. I didn’t know it was that high. I 
thought it was a little lower than that. 
I am glad it is that high. It shows an 
increasing adoption of electric vehicles 
in the United States. 

To support that, the administration, 
through the BIL, is now beginning to 
implement the distribution and deploy-
ment of federally funded electric vehi-
cles to complement what is already 
being done in many States around the 
country supporting electric vehicle de-
ployment, including in my district. 

b 1545 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. The 
city of Mount Vernon has received a 
grant to put in electric vehicle charg-
ing stations at their new Library Com-
mons project, a project I supported and 
will continue to support, so we need to 
break the EV bond that the United 
States has with China and start by re-
jecting this resolution, because, when 

we buy America, we are going to say 
good-bye to our bond with China. 

I would ask my colleagues, all Mem-
bers, to reject S.J. Res. 38, to support 
this waiver, to give our private sector 
the time to develop what it needs to do 
to support the broader economy in the 
United States and the broader future of 
American transportation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, passing S.J. Res. 38 is 
important. If the Biden administration 
continues to push its aggressive agenda 
on American families and consumers, 
at a minimum, they should have to 
comply with the Buy America require-
ments, at a minimum. 

In 2021, despite Congress expanding 
Buy America requirements in IIJA to 
ensure our Nation’s infrastructure 
comes from and is built by American 
companies, the administration is all 
too willing to issue a waiver of Buy 
America requirements for EV chargers 
in pursuit of its EV-for-all pipe dream. 
A Buy America waiver undermines do-
mestic investments, and it risks em-
powering foreign adversaries like 
China. 

We should not funnel taxpayer dol-
lars to China in order to achieve this 
administration’s unrealistic EV goals, 
which families and businesses have sig-
naled that they are not ready for. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this 
joint resolution, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the previous 
question is ordered on the joint resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the third reading of the 
joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pro-
ceedings will resume on questions pre-
viously postponed. Votes will be taken 
in the following order: 

The motion to recommit H.R. 788; 
Passage of H.R. 788, if ordered; 
And passage of S.J. Res. 38. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
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to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

STOP SETTLEMENT SLUSH FUNDS 
ACT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 788) 
to limit donations made pursuant to 
settlement agreements to which the 
United States is a party, and for other 
purposes, offered by the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Mrs. FOUSHEE), 
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 189, nays 
205, not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 6] 

YEAS—189 

Adams 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 

Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 

Williams (GA) 

NAYS—205 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 

Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 

Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—38 

Aguilar 
Beatty 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Cárdenas 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Craig 
Dean (PA) 
Garbarino 
Goldman (NY) 

Gosar 
Hinson 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kelly (IL) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kuster 
Langworthy 
Moran 
Nunn (IA) 
Pappas 
Phillips 

Rogers (KY) 
Ryan 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Tenney 
Underwood 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 
Wilson (SC) 

b 1619 

Messrs. BAIRD, ROGERS of Ala-
bama, BURLISON, RESCHENTHALER, 
EMMER, RUTHERFORD, Ms. SALA-
ZAR, Mr. VAN DREW, Mrs. 
CAMMACK, Messrs. WENSTRUP, 
BEAN of Florida, MANN, and DAVID-

SON changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Mrs. PELTOLA, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Messrs. DAVIS of Illinois, TORRES of 
New York, Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCOR-
MICK, Mses. TLAIB, LEE of Pennsyl-
vania, Messrs. GREEN of Texas, 
ALLRED, Ms. LEE of Nevada, Mr. 
IVEY, and Ms. SCHOLTEN changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 

present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 6. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 6. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STEUBE). The question is on passage of 
the bill. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 

5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 211, nays 
197, not voting 24, as follows: 

[Roll No. 7] 

YEAS—211 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 

Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 

Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
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Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 

Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 

Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—197 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 

Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—24 

Beatty 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Buck 
Cárdenas 

Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Gosar 
Hinson 
Jeffries 

Kelly (IL) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kuster 
Langworthy 
Nunn (IA) 

Pappas 
Phillips 
Rogers (KY) 

Scalise 
Scanlon 
Trone 

Underwood 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1627 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER THE RULE 
SUBMITTED BY THE FEDERAL 
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION RE-
LATING TO ‘‘WAIVER OF BUY 
AMERICA REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGERS’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 38) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the Federal Highway Administration 
relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy America 
Requirements for Electric Vehicle 
Chargers’’, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the joint 
resolution. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 209, nays 
198, not voting 26, as follows: 

[Roll No. 8] 

YEAS—209 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 

Crane 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Granger 

Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 

Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Maloy 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 

Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 

Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—198 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amo 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Carson 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 

Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Krishnamoorthi 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
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NOT VOTING—26 

Beatty 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Buck 
Cárdenas 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Crawford 
Gosar 

Higgins (LA) 
Hinson 
Jeffries 
Kelly (IL) 
Kim (NJ) 
Kuster 
Langworthy 
Mills 
Nunn (IA) 

Pappas 
Phillips 
Rogers (KY) 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Underwood 
Wexton 
Wilson (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1635 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
Stated for: 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, 

had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on rollcall No. 8. 

Stated against: 
Ms. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I was un-

able to attend votes today. However, if I was 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on the pas-
sage of S.J. Res. 38, rollcall No. 8. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, I regret that I 
was not able to be present to vote today. Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on 
rollcall no. 4, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall no. 5, ‘‘yea’’ on 
rollcall no. 6, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall no. 7, and ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall no. 8. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 4. Motion to 
Reconsider H. Res. 947, ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 
5, H. Res. 947, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 6, Motion 
to Recommit, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 7, H.R. 788 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 8, S.J. Res. 35. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, due to a 
sick family member, I was unable to be 
present for votes in the 2nd vote series today. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall No. 6, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 7, and 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 8. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, in order to 
attend a funeral of a student who was a victim 
in the Perry school shooting in my District, I 
was unable to be present for the floor votes 
today. Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 4, Motion to Reconsider 
H. Res. 947; ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 5, Adopiton 
of the Rule; ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 6, Motion to 
Recommit; ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 7, H.R. 788; 
and ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 8, S.J. Res. 38. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF THE HONORABLE 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 

(Ms. CROCKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, on the 
last day of 2023, Texas’ 30th Congres-
sional District laid to rest a legend 
who served in this Chamber and was a 
champion of the Lone Star State: 
Chairwoman Eddie Bernice Johnson 
passed away. 

As her successor representing Texas’ 
30th Congressional District, I see the 
impact of her 30-year tenure in Con-
gress and her half century legacy of 
public service everywhere I look. 
Whether it was securing millions of 
dollars in public investment to north 
Texas, to the thousands of jobs she 
helped to create under the Chips and 
Science Act, she led with conviction 
and passion. 

As Chairwoman of the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee, she 
was unapologetic in advocating for 
Texas as the future of space explo-
ration. Thanks to her leadership, Texas 
is helping us go back to the Moon and 
beyond and has transformed into a 
technological powerhouse. 

I have described Chairwoman John-
son as a quiet storm. She didn’t need to 
make a lot of noise to create change, 
and through her tireless work for 
equality and equity, she made space for 
louder storms, like me, to continue her 
work. 

Every member of the Texas delega-
tion can remember a time when the 
chairwoman put politics aside and 
crossed the aisle in order to advance 
and better the lives of the people of the 
Lone Star State and American families 
across the country. 

The country and delegation have lost 
a giant, but her work and legacy will 
continue to live on. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I ask that all 
those who are present in the Chamber 
as well as Members and staff through-
out the Capitol please rise for a mo-
ment of silence to remember the late 
Honorable Congresswoman Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson. 

f 

b 1645 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL MILK 
DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise before you today to 
recognize a special day for our dairy 
farmers, National Milk Day. 

National Milk Day originates back to 
January 11, 1878, when milk was first 
delivered in glass bottles in the United 
States. 

Milk is consumed by millions of 
Americans every year because not only 
is it delicious but also provides key nu-
trients like calcium, potassium, and 
other vitamins. 

This is one of the reasons why I am 
so thankful for the passing of my bill, 
the Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act of 
2023, which will provide these key nu-
trients to children and schools nation-
wide. 

Milk is also very important to my 
home State of Pennsylvania. The Penn-
sylvania dairy industry alone gen-
erates 52,000 jobs and $14.7 billion in 
revenue in the State. 

Furthermore, Pennsylvania is ranked 
second nationally in the number of 

dairy farms. I am so proud of all that 
they have accomplished. 

As a descendant of a long line of 
dairy farmers, let’s raise a glass of 
milk in honor of these dairy farmers 
who work around the clock to bring 
fresh, nutritious, and delicious milk to 
our tables every day. 

f 

SEEKING THE TRUTH 
(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss blatant Republican 
hypocrisy. Yesterday, the House Over-
sight Committee discussed whether to 
hold Hunter Biden in contempt of Con-
gress because he rejected a congres-
sional subpoena. 

It is insulting and ironic, given that 
elected Republicans JIM JORDAN, MO 
BROOKS, SCOTT PERRY, ANDY BIGGS, and 
former Speaker KEVIN MCCARTHY did 
the same thing. 

They took an oath of allegiance to 
America, but the issue is not congres-
sional subpoenas. The issue is the 
truth. 

Hunter Biden wants to tell the truth 
in a public hearing, but Republicans do 
not want the truth. They want a story 
based on lies and deceit. 

They want Americans to think Hun-
ter Biden is the problem with our coun-
try, but it is failed and incompetent 
Republican leadership that is the prob-
lem. 

It is the unpopular and dangerous Re-
publican agenda. That is the problem. 
Their blatant hypocrisy to cover up the 
truth is a national tragedy. 

f 

ACCOUNTING FOR TAXPAYER 
FUNDS 

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, this week the EPA inspector 
general reported that the EPA has 
failed to accurately report the use of $7 
billion in 2022. 

This jarring report is the clearest 
sign yet that the EPA is unable and un-
willing to adequately serve the Amer-
ican people. 

Under President Biden’s leadership, 
this failure in accountability is what 
we have come to expect. No one is sur-
prised. 

Whether it is creating burdensome 
regulations on our Nation’s coal-pow-
ered generation plants or constructing 
extreme methane rules for natural gas 
producers or attempting to ban the 
sale of gas-powered vehicles, the EPA 
has repeatedly shown that it is unable 
to govern effectively. 

The inspector general’s report out-
lines how 99 percent of the EPA’s total 
award-level outlays were not reported 
in fiscal year 2022. 

If the EPA cannot adequately ac-
count for the taxpayer funds that it 
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distributes, how can it possibly be re-
lied upon to effectively regulate our 
energy industry? 

It is time to rein in the out-of-con-
trol EPA and hold the EPA account-
able to the American people. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER KYLE 
CUNNINGHAM 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Officer Kyle 
Cunningham from the Akron Police 
Department as the champion of the 
week for Ohio’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Officer Cunningham heroically saved 
a man’s life who was attempting to 
jump over the side of the bridge. How-
ever, Officer Cunningham held on until 
he and another officer were able to pull 
the man over the railing. 

Officer Cunningham represents the 
very best of our dedicated law enforce-
ment officers who answer the call to 
serve and dedicate themselves to pro-
tect members in our community. 

Through swift action and incredible 
bravery, Officer Cunningham was able 
to save a life and give this person a 
chance to receive the care and re-
sources they need. 

We are grateful for Officer 
Cunningham’s act of heroism and his 
continued service with the Akron Po-
lice Department and look to him as a 
leader in the birthplace of champions. 

Once again, on behalf of Ohio’s 13th 
Congressional District, I offer con-
gratulations and thanks to our cham-
pion of the week, Officer Kyle 
Cunningham. 

f 

HONORING REAR ADMIRAL BRIAN 
DAVIES 

(Mr. WILLIAMS of New York asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to commemorate the 
life and service of Rear Admiral Brian 
Davies, a distinguished nuclear sub-
marine warfare officer who succumbed 
to illness on December 30. 

The floor of Congress is a fitting 
place to remember his dedication to 
our country and our security, where he 
served beneath the seas, out of sight, 
ever vigilant, ensuring America’s 
dominance of the seas. 

I honor Admiral Davies’ full life and 
his dutiful service. A graduate of the 
U.S. Naval Academy, Brian com-
manded our most secret and most deco-
rated submarine, the USS Jimmy Carter. 
Later, he commanded a submarine 
squadron. 

His service took him under the Arc-
tic, the western Pacific, the northern 
Atlantic, and the Indian Oceans. All 
other details are hidden, even from his 
own family. 

I ask that our Nation also remember 
Brian’s shipmates who continue to sac-
rifice so much for our Nation in si-
lence. 

I ask that we honor and remember 
Brian’s wife, Kacey, and their daugh-
ter, Caitlin, who endured with courage 
the many hardships of his time in the 
Navy and who now mourn the loss of 
his honorable life. 

f 

OPIOID SETTLEMENT FUNDS 
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
introduce with Congresswoman ASHLEY 
HINSON of Iowa, my appropriations col-
league, H.R. 6956, the bipartisan Opioid 
Settlement Accountability Act. 

This legislation will ensure that 
money from opioid settlements related 
to the ongoing crisis are used for opioid 
treatment, prevention, and enforce-
ment rather than slush funds for road 
maintenance or local debts. 

The opioid crisis is far from over. In 
2022, more than two-thirds of the re-
ported 107,081 drug overdoses in the 
United States involved opioids. 

While opioid settlements have to-
taled $55.79 billion, many of these funds 
are not being used to address the ongo-
ing damage done by the ongoing opioid 
epidemic. 

We must learn our lesson from the 
tobacco settlements of the 1990s. States 
used money they received for transpor-
tation projects and balancing budgets 
instead of prevention efforts. 

Today’s opioid settlement funds must 
be used to help fight the ongoing opioid 
epidemic and not as piggy banks for 
politicians to break open and play 
around with. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
sign on with us. 

f 

CUTS TO THE MEDICARE 
PHYSICIAN FEE SCHEDULE 

(Mr. WENSTRUP asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today because I am deeply concerned 
by the impact that recent cuts to the 
Medicare Physician Fee Schedule will 
have on patient access to healthcare 
across our great country. 

On January 1, 2024, a 3.4 percent 
Medicare cut took effect, impacting 
providers all across the United States. 
This is in addition to previous cuts. 

Providers have continued to bear the 
cost of many challenges that arose dur-
ing the pandemic and after the pan-
demic, including staffing shortages, 
supply chain shortages, and continuing 
rising inflation—all of these. 

As the cost of providing care con-
tinues to rise, the reimbursement to 
physicians who provide the care con-
tinues to be cut. 

If we do not swiftly act to address 
these cuts now and in the long term, 

patients will suffer the most. The phy-
sician shortage will continue to wors-
en. 

Hospitals and independent commu-
nity-based providers will continue to 
shutter their doors, and, sadly, Amer-
ica’s seniors will be left with no option 
for high-quality, affordable healthcare. 

I urge congressional leadership to put 
the health of Americans first by stop-
ping the Medicare cuts and ensuring 
that patients and Medicare bene-
ficiaries have access to the providers 
who care for them by not cutting them 
out. 

f 

KEEPING THE GOVERNMENT OPEN 

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of bipartisanship. 
There are more than 300 of us in this 
Chamber that will support a bipartisan 
budget agreement. Yet, there are a few 
who want to see the government shut 
down. 

A shutdown will lead to any number 
of awful things with our economy. It 
will hurt millions of workers and every 
single American. 

There are more of us who are deter-
mined to keep this government open, 
but we need a bill, and that is what we 
are asking for, a bipartisan budget bill 
that we can pass. 

Mr. Speaker, this is as serious a mo-
ment as it gets. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
EXPENSING 

(Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to stress the impor-
tance that Congress address section 174 
of the Tax Cuts and Job Act and con-
tinue to allow immediate and full re-
search and development expensing by 
American small businesses. 

Not allowing for full expensing would 
devastate small businesses across the 
country, resulting in layoffs, increased 
debt, and likely forcing thousands of 
businesses to close their doors for good. 

The looming January 15 deadline 
highlights the growing need for Con-
gressional action to provide continued 
tax relief to millions of small busi-
nesses and hardworking Americans. 

As chairman of House Committee on 
Small Business and owner and operator 
of a small business in Texas for over 52 
years, I am uniquely aware of the relief 
full expensing has provided to small 
businesses. 

In 2017, Republicans led the way on 
once-in-a-generation tax reform in the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act and provided 
much-needed relief to the American 
people. 

Amid historic inflation and increas-
ing rates, we must continue to build on 
it. We can start by making the tax cuts 
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permanent and ensure that pro-growth 
policies such as full R&D expensing are 
included. 

In God we trust. 
f 

STOPPING THE FENTANYL CRISIS 

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SALINAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart. Across 
America, countless families have lost 
loved ones to the fentanyl crisis. In my 
home State of Oregon, it is now esti-
mated that five people die every week 
from this dangerous drug. 

We are expecting an epidemic of mas-
sive proportions, and in order to stop 
it, we need an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach. 

Just last week, I held a roundtable 
with law enforcement officers, commu-
nity organizations, and local elected 
officials to understand how we can con-
front this crisis head on. 

I participated in many other discus-
sions like this one, and I always hear a 
common theme—more resources and 
more flexibility. 

Congress needs to deliver more fund-
ing to help our communities fight back 
against fentanyl, and I will keep work-
ing to ensure our police and local lead-
ers have the tools they need to get 
these drugs off the streets and more 
people into treatment. 

No more families torn apart by addic-
tion. No more suffering and loss. It is 
time we put an end to this epidemic 
once and for all. 

f 

b 1700 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HONOR-
ABLE EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 

(Mr. ELLZEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLZEY. Mr. Speaker, there are 
few people in the world who can say 
they impacted their community as 
much as Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

She dedicated 50 years of her life to 
public service. She took care of her pa-
tients, veterans, and the people of 
Texas’ 30th Congressional District. 

EBJ embodied a no-nonsense ap-
proach that you would expect from a 
woman born in Waco, Texas. She didn’t 
care who you were, where you were 
from, or what party you represented. 
Her open arms extended a welcoming 
embrace to everyone, a trait that I ex-
perienced firsthand when I showed up 
as the junior Member of the United 
States House in the summer of 2021. As 
the dean of the Texas delegation, she 
made it clear that regardless of which 
side of the aisle I was on, she saw me as 
a Texan, first and foremost. 

Chairwoman Johnson welcomed me 
to the Texas delegation and her Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. She ran a very tight ship, and 

she also guided me through the intrica-
cies of becoming an effective member 
of her committee. 

I will forever be grateful to Congress-
woman Johnson for her support for her 
country, her State, and the Texas con-
gressional delegation. She will be 
missed. 

f 

CONGRESS NEEDS TO ADDRESS 
THE HOUSING CRISIS 

(Mr. KHANNA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, we have 
a housing crisis in this country. People 
are struggling to afford rent, and many 
can’t even think of buying a house. 

Basic housing is an economic and 
human right. 

Here are five things we must do: 
First, we need 7 million new housing 

units to fill the gap and a $445 billion 
investment in the housing trust fund. 

Second, we need to pass my Stop 
Wall Street Landlords Act to help pre-
vent Wall Street from buying up sin-
gle-family homes. 

Third, we need to provide down pay-
ment assistance for first-time home-
buyers. 

Fourth, we need to—as Representa-
tive CORI BUSH called for—provide pro-
tection for tenants and provide finan-
cial assistance before tenants get 
evicted. 

Finally, we need to provide grants for 
neighborhood stabilization, like the 
culinary union did, so rent doesn’t in-
crease beyond inflation. 

We need to address the Housing cri-
sis. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING AWARENESS DAY 

(Mr. FRY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Human Trafficking Aware-
ness Day, which is today, January 11. 

Last year alone, nearly 28 million in-
dividuals were victims of human traf-
ficking worldwide. These inhumane 
crimes don’t just happen in the far 
nether regions of the world, they are 
happening right here in communities 
across this country. 

In fact, Horry County, where I grew 
up, reside in, and represent, is one of 
the top five counties in South Carolina 
in reported human trafficking. 

Today, and throughout the month of 
January, which is National Human 
Trafficking Prevention Month, I aim to 
raise awareness and support victims of 
these horrible crimes and their fami-
lies. 

I am firmly committed to working to 
find solutions to prevent this modern- 
day form of slavery and to support 
those who have suffered. 

CELEBRATING BERNIE SINGER’S 
101ST BIRTHDAY 

(Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize one 
of my constituents, Mr. Bernie Singer, 
who just celebrated his 101st birthday. 

Bernie is a living testament to cour-
age and resilience. He fought for de-
mocracy in World War II, embodying 
the values of the Greatest Generation. 

During the Battle of the Bulge, he 
was captured on his birthday and was 
later held in Stalag 9B in Germany. 
While in captivity, Bernie displayed 
unparalleled bravery and sacrifice in 
serving our Nation. 

After serving in the military, Bernie 
ran his own family business for over 70 
years, driven by an entrepreneurial 
spirit and the promise of the American 
Dream. He married his beloved wife, 
Marilyn, whom he has called his spouse 
for over 70 wonderful years. 

In addition to being a devoted hus-
band, Bernie is known as a loving fa-
ther, grandfather, father-in-law, and 
uncle. In all these roles, he has en-
riched the lives of those around him 
with kindness and wisdom. 

On behalf of Florida’s 20th Congres-
sional District, I am honored to recog-
nize Bernie for his exceptional life 
marked by valor and an enduring love 
for others. 

f 

QUESTIONING DIVERSITY IN THE 
MILITARY 

(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier today we had a subcommittee hear-
ing in the Oversight Committee regard-
ing foreign affairs, the border, and the 
military. We had an interesting topic 
that the press ought to follow up on, 
and that is the progressive march 
through our military. 

It can be kind of summarized as an 
obsession with race in our military, an 
obsession with dividing people, and it 
was also summed up by the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Charles Q. 
Brown, Jr., who believes we ought to 
cut the number of White officers in the 
military to 42 percent from where it is 
now at over 60 percent. 

The supposed reason for this is diver-
sity, which I think has an entirely rac-
ist connotation itself. We ought to be 
spending more time wondering what 
exactly do these people mean by people 
from different ethnic backgrounds 
going back generations will add some-
thing to a unit if we pick them by 
where they are from. If I have one of 
my four grandparents from Mexico, 
how do I carry a different viewpoint to-
ward being in the military or being at 
an engineering firm or being at a law 
firm. 

The press has to ask these diversity 
experts to give us examples of how you 
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improve the makeup of a decision by 
having people who are one-quarter 
from different parts of the world. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GENERAL LLOYD 
AUSTIN 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to pay acknowledgment and have 
my colleagues recognize a medaled 
combat veteran in the name of our Sec-
retary of Defense, and that is General 
Lloyd Austin. 

Over the last couple of weeks, there 
have been enormous criticism of the 
nature of his health condition and the 
alleged communication or noncommu-
nication in the chain of command. 

I rise today only to be able to ac-
knowledge the work of a soldier and 
one who has, through his years of serv-
ice, continued to act excellently and 
with excellence. 

With that in mind, I hope that all 
Members of this body will allow the 
process to proceed, will allow a person 
to achieve the health services that 
they need, and will allow respect to be 
given to a medaled combat officer who 
now serves this Nation as the Sec-
retary of Defense. Let us do that for 
his family, for the Secretary, for the 
men and women of the military, and 
for this Nation. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUAL TO 
THE PUBLIC INTEREST DECLAS-
SIFICATION BOARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BRECHEEN). The Chair announces the 
Speaker’s appointment, pursuant to 
section 703(c) of the Public Interest De-
classification Act of 2000 (50 U.S.C. 3161 
note), and the order of the House of 
January 9, 2023, of the following indi-
vidual on the part of the House to the 
Public Interest Declassification Board 
for a term of 3 years: 

Mr. Ezra Cohen, Chevy Chase, Mary-
land. 

f 

HONORING CONGRESSWOMAN 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. CROCKETT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, for the 
past 12 days, the people of Texas and 
those serving in this Chamber have 
been mourning the loss of a leader, a 
colleague, and an advocate for 
change—the late Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. 

She was a leader who never let polit-
ical differences come at the expense of 
public service and regularly reached 
across the aisle to promote policies 
that advanced access to healthcare and 
helped our Nation dominate in techno-
logical and scientific innovation. 

Chairwoman Johnson was a cham-
pion of bipartisanship, and from the 
Texas delegation to her colleagues on 
the Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee, there are many people in 
this building that have benefited from 
her wisdom, experience, generosity, 
and mentorship. 

I can personally say that the Texas 
delegation has a well-earned reputa-
tion for bipartisanship, and we con-
tinue to honor the chairwoman’s leg-
acy by finding areas where we can meet 
each other halfway to get things done 
for the 30 million Texans we are blessed 
to represent. 

While I never served with her, I was 
humbled to be tapped by her as her 
hand-picked successor. This honor is 
and will continually be a reminder that 
I have big shoes—or in the case of the 
great EBJ, a fancy pair of St. John’s— 
to fill. She believed I could; therefore, 
I will. Her legacy will continually be 
held up by me all the days that I serve 
in this Chamber. 

There is no better way to give tribute 
to the chairwoman than by giving 
space to some of her colleagues to 
speak about her life and legacy in the 
many ways she impacted the people’s 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI), 
the Speaker Emerita. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding and for 
calling this Special Order in honor of 
the very special person that many of us 
have had the privilege to serve with— 
in my case for over three decades. She 
was so proud that Congresswoman 
CROCKETT would be following in her 
footsteps, so it is so appropriate that 
she is bringing us together now for this 
formidable force in public service. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson sat in that 
chair reigning for the whole time. She 
reigned. We always went to her for 
guidance and advice. Not only did 
Eddie Bernice make history, Mr. 
Speaker, she did make a difference as 
the first African American and the 
first woman to wield the gavel of the 
powerful Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee. 

Not only did she make history and 
make a difference, she enabled our 
country to make progress. We mar-
veled at the respect that she com-
manded in the scientific community, 
the academic community, in industry, 
from her constituents, and from her 
colleagues on Capitol Hill. The cap-
stone of her career, our Chips and 
Science Act in her last term in Con-
gress, will drive decades of scientific 
discovery while recruiting a diverse, 
inclusive workforce for the industries 
of tomorrow. 

Indeed, she insisted on it. She in-
sisted on investing in STEM education 
so American minds of all kinds could 
solve our greatest challenges, the chal-
lenges of our time. 

Eddie Bernice was always talking 
about taking our Nation into the fu-
ture. We chatted quite a bit—she was 

soft-spoken toward the end but with 
great force. And we chatted and 
laughed about and admired what is 
written on the walls of the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee, a 
quote from the poet Tennyson, and it is 
so much about Eddie Bernice: 
For I dipt into the future, 
far as human eye could see, 
Saw a vision of the world, 
and all the wonder that would be 

She understood that wonder. May it 
be a comfort to her beloved son, Kirk; 
dear grandchildren Kirk, II, David, and 
James and her entire family that we 
mourn their loss. We pray for them 
during this sad time. We thank them 
for sharing Eddie Bernice Johnson with 
us in this Congress, but, more impor-
tantly, with our country. May our dar-
ling Eddie Bernice Johnson, whom we 
all loved so dearly, rest in peace. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. 
HORSFORD), the chairman of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. 

Mr. HORSFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman from Texas for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
our late former colleague, Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson. I am 
honored to have served with and to 
have been able to learn from such a 
legend in our Congress. 

She was a true trailblazer, becoming 
the first registered nurse to serve in 
this body. She was the first Black 
woman ever elected to public office 
from the city of Dallas when she was 
elected to the Texas State House and 
the first woman to ever lead a com-
mittee in the Texas chamber. She was 
also a Presidential appointee appointed 
by then-President Jimmy Carter as a 
regional director of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare. 

b 1715 
She then returned to the Texas Leg-

islature as a State senator, becoming 
the first Black senator from the Dallas 
area since Reconstruction. 

Mr. Speaker, she acknowledged the 
challenges of being both Black and a 
woman, once telling a reporter: ‘‘Being 
a woman and being Black is perhaps a 
double handicap. When you see who is 
in the important huddles, who is mak-
ing the important decisions, it is men.’’ 
That drove her to fight for equity and 
to give women and people of color more 
opportunity and access. 

She came to Congress in 1993 and 
would later serve as the 17th chair of 
the Congressional Black Caucus. Dur-
ing her tenure, one of the things that 
she helped establish is the Tri-Caucus, 
represented through the coalitions of 
the Congressional Black, Hispanic, and 
Asian Pacific American Caucuses that 
exist to this day. 

She became the first African Amer-
ican and the first woman to be the 
ranking member of the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology and subsequently became the 
chairwoman of that committee. 
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Mr. Speaker, Chairwoman Eddie Ber-

nice Johnson helped many of us. As a 
young freshman, it was Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson who en-
couraged and pushed for people like me 
and Leader JEFFRIES to pursue leader-
ship roles. 

Today, I am honored to serve as chair 
of the CBC, and Leader JEFFRIES is our 
Democratic leader. It is that type of 
mentorship, that type of encourage-
ment, that I will always hold dear. 
Like Representative CROCKETT, we will 
do our part to live out her legacy. 

We truly miss Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson, but she will be proud 
of the legacy she blazed, and we will 
honor her memory for generations to 
come. 

Rest in power, Chairwoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS). 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman not only for taking 
the time to initiate this important dis-
cussion about our former colleague, the 
gentlewoman, Eddie Bernice Johnson, 
but also thank her for gathering to-
gether what I think is evidence of a 
solid performance that Eddie Bernice 
Johnson gave not just to the people of 
Texas, not just to the people of the 
United States Congress, but really to 
the people who all across the country 
benefited from Eddie Bernice Johnson’s 
character, her desire to be friendly, her 
desire to work across the aisle, and her 
desire to make sure that she led a life 
that she would be proud of. I can attest 
to each of those in a strong way. 

I had an opportunity to work with 
Eddie Bernice Johnson, the Congress-
woman from the 30th District of Texas, 
for some 22 years. During those 22 
years, we had an opportunity to fly 
back and forth. We would meet at DFW 
Airport and get on the airplane and 
come up. She did not offer small talk. 
She offered talk of things that she saw. 
She would offer talk and discussions 
about things that she would hope that 
we would become, and not just Texas, 
but people. 

It was really an amazing opportunity 
for us, whether we were sitting, wait-
ing for a plane, or on a plane and at-
tempting to move back and forth, to 
hear not just the benefit of what I be-
lieve was an outward view of very posi-
tive things but really how she wanted 
to work together and do her part in 
that process. 

She knew and I knew that I was born 
in Waco, Texas, and she was born in 
Waco, Texas. Another Member of Con-
gress, Joe Barton, was also born and 
raised in Waco, Texas. I think she held 
that certainly in not just her mind but 
in her heart because she knew where 
she had come from and where I had 
come from, and we both knew where we 
were trying to head. 

I thank the gentlewoman, Congress-
woman CROCKETT, for bringing to-
gether Eddie Bernice Johnson’s friends, 
who will all speak not just about her 

authorship of good things but how we 
will miss her very much. I thank the 
gentlewoman for allowing me time to 
be on the floor tonight to say: Job well 
done, Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson. You not only are but you will 
be missed. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
JACKSON LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
am glad the gentleman from Waco em-
phasized Waco, Texas, and I thank Con-
gresswoman CROCKETT for bringing us 
together. 

Our friend, our colleague, was mighty 
proud of being born in Waco, Texas. 
For that reason, I want to take note of 
her loving parents, Edward Johnson, a 
tailor, and Lillie Mae White Johnson, a 
stay-at-home mother. They, of course, 
instilled in our friend, our sister, the 
love of this country and that you could 
do anything you wanted to do. She was 
surrounded by their love and the love 
of her siblings. She had in her the gifts 
of faith and charity and the impor-
tance of education. 

As a child, she knew she wanted to be 
a doctor, but how many have heard the 
word ‘‘no’’ from those who were part of 
her educational journey? Some said it 
was because she was a woman. Others 
knew it was because of her race. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson was not to be 
denied. She left the State of Texas ulti-
mately and went to St. Mary’s College 
in Notre Dame. We have heard some 
stories about how even the veterans 
hospital thought they were hiring a 
man when she finally came back and 
became chief of psychiatric medicine 
as it relates to the Veterans Adminis-
tration. 

As I speak about her today, I simply 
want to say that she elevated the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology. I remember staying on that 
committee for a while before going to 
the Homeland Security Committee, 
and she would always say that she will 
continue to invest in that committee 
so that she could lead, for she was 
science and technology. 

She loved diversity. That is why the 
Taiwanese community loved her. The 
LGBTQ+ community loved her because, 
before anyone else would recognize 
their diversity and their humanity, she 
did. They loved her in Dallas. 

No matter what walk of life you may 
have had, what faith you may have 
had, what walk of life you may have 
had, or the neighborhoods you came 
from, Eddie Bernice Johnson was there 
to be a fighter for your rights, to be a 
spokesperson, and to be one of strength 
when you needed it. 

She knew the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. Yes, she was a friend of President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson, President 
Jimmy Carter, and all those who came 
after. 

I am glad to stand here today to be 
able to honor her parents, her siblings, 
and her wonderful son, Kirk, and the 
beautiful grandchildren and great- 
grandchildren that she loved. 

Her homegoing service was simply 
that, a homegoing celebration. I re-
member saying that night that she was 
truly a yellow rose. To fellow Texans, 
she loved Texas. A yellow rose she was, 
and she was a strong Texas woman. 

She will be strongly missed. The Con-
gressional Black Caucus will miss her. 
Our colleagues will miss her. I will tell 
you, Texas and the Nation will miss 
our iconic friend, the Honorable Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. EBJ is what we 
called her. The 30th District of Texas 
will never be the same, but she has 
given her successor the tools to carry 
on. 

God bless you. May you rest in peace 
and rest in power. 

Mr. Speaker, we have come together on this 
day to celebrate, cherish, and honor the ex-
traordinary life of Congresswoman Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson, for a life well lived. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson was born in Waco, 
Texas to her proud and loving parents Edward 
Johnson, a tailor, and Lillie Mae White John-
son, a stay-at-home mother. 

She was surrounded by the love of three 
siblings who grew up attending Toliver Chapel 
Baptist Church, where her mother instilled in 
her children the gifts of faith, charity, and the 
importance of education. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson as a child knew she 
wanted to become a doctor but was told by a 
High School guidance counselor that it would 
be impossible for her to be a doctor because 
of her gender. 

This attempt to crush her spirit was not suc-
cessful—she graduated high school at 16, with 
a determination to pursue a career in medi-
cine. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson moved to Indiana to 
attend Saint Mary’s College of Notre Dame, 
where she earned her nursing certificate. She 
then transferred to Texas Christian University, 
to successfully pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
nursing. 

She later attended Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and earned a Master of Public Admin-
istration in 1976. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson with passion and 
determination used her nursing education to 
enter a career in medicine; and broke barriers 
to become the first African American to serve 
as Chief Psychiatric Nurse at the Dallas Vet-
erans Administration Hospital, where she 
worked for 16 years. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson has amassed a leg-
acy of being—the first—to accomplish many 
goals during and following her medical career. 

She entered public service following the en-
actment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965, because these 
laws enabled African Americans in the South 
to register and vote for the first time since Re-
construction. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson in 1972, during her 
first race for public office won a landslide vic-
tory to serve in the Texas State House, where 
she became the first black woman to be ap-
pointed to Chair the Labor Committee. 

In 1977, President Jimmy Carter appointed 
her regional head of the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, making her the first 
African American woman in that position. 

In 1986, she returned to elected office as a 
member of the Texas State Senate. 

And, in 1993 was sworn into the House of 
Representatives as the Member serving the 
30th District of Texas. 
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During her time in Washington, DC she 

served as ranking member and chair of the 
House Committee on Science and Tech-
nology; and sat on the influential Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee. 

She also served on many Caucuses includ-
ing the influential Congressional Black Caucus 
and served as its 17th chair from 2001 to 
2003. 

Rep. Johnson was a dear friend and will be 
truly missed by all who knew her. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. LOFGREN). 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor to join my colleagues in paying 
tribute to the incredible life and career 
of our friend and colleague, Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson. 

When I walked into Congress as a 
freshman, Eddie was already here. 
When I walked into the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology as a 
freshman, Eddie was already there. 

Those of us who worked with her 
know what an unstoppable force she 
was. She worked hard for her constitu-
ents, and she worked hard to advance 
American science. 

One of her focuses was on building a 
better future for everyone, where ev-
eryone could pursue STEM, no matter 
their race, gender, background, or ZIP 
Code. That was not just because of fair-
ness for those individuals but because 
our country, unless we are able to get 
all the smart young people into STEM, 
is going to lose out. She made a dif-
ference there. 

There are countless rising genera-
tions who will see doors opened because 
of Eddie Bernice Johnson, even though 
they may not know that she did that 
for them. 

She always referred to the Science 
Committee as the committee of the fu-
ture. It was also the committee of an 
island of bipartisanship. I am now the 
ranking member of the Science Com-
mittee, and I can see the tremendous 
work she did with our current chair-
man to make sure that the committee 
was focused on our mission, just to get 
the work done. 

I know the job she did was excellent 
because of the excellent staff that she 
built to carry forward her legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I miss EBJ. We can all 
think of her as someone who helped 
America have a brighter future. She 
was one of a kind. I miss her greatly, 
and I honor her. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
WEBER). 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it 
is with deep sadness that I rise to cele-
brate the extraordinary life of our 
friend, our Texan, our true public serv-
ant, and as has been pointed out here, 
a trailblazer, the much respected and 
much loved Eddie Bernice Johnson, or 
EBJ, as my friend from Texas pointed 
out. 

I had the honor of serving with her in 
the Texas delegation and on the 
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee, where she served as the chair-

woman. Before then, we went over to 
Europe on a T&I codel with her and her 
son, Kirk. I got to know her quite well. 

Let me tell you, when you spend 
time, you eat and drink, you laugh and 
cry, and you see other places, you get 
to know people really quickly. It was 
an absolute pleasure to know her and 
her son, Kirk, an absolute pleasure, 
with the southern charm and the intel-
lect that she had. 

There was nothing that she loved 
more than her family, and she let that 
show. 

Mr. Speaker, we lost one heck of a 
lady, a wonderful lady. My prayers are 
with her and her family, especially her 
son, Kirk. We are forever grateful to 
the trailblazer that she was—quite 
frankly, the trailblazer that she is and 
will be for a long time, never forgotten. 
We are grateful for her service to the 
United States and grateful for her serv-
ice to the 30th District in Texas. 

Eddie Bernice, you will be missed but 
not forgotten. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. 
BONAMICI). 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative CROCKETT for orga-
nizing this Special Order. 

I am grateful to join my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to remember 
our esteemed former colleague, the 
late Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson. I expect to see her sitting 
over there, where she always sat. 

Affectionately known as EBJ, Con-
gresswoman Johnson showed tremen-
dous leadership, and that is especially 
true on the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology. 

I have been on the Science Com-
mittee since I first joined Congress 
about a dozen years ago. I learned a lot 
from her example of hard work, civil-
ity, and perseverance. 

EBJ was a civil rights trailblazer, as 
we heard from Mr. HORSFORD. 

She led with the philosophy that 
building compassionate relationships, 
fostering curiosity, and working in 
good faith can yield successful, long- 
term policies. 

Her leadership left a lasting, positive 
influence on the Science Committee, 
which continues to shine as a refresh-
ingly bipartisan body in this Congress 
today and should continue to serve as 
an example of collaborative work for 
years to come. 

In the last Congress, as the com-
mittee chair, she oversaw the passage 
of the bipartisan Chips and Science 
Act, some of the most significant sci-
entific research and manufacturing 
legislation the committee has ever 
passed. 

I will be forever grateful for her sup-
port of several issues I brought to the 
committee, issues important to the dis-
trict I represent, including ocean 
health, conservation of marine life, and 
investing in clean energy technologies 
that will protect our planet and ad-
dress the climate crisis. 

I share in mourning Congresswoman 
Johnson passing. I send condolences to 

her family and friends. I know her leg-
acy will live on through the many peo-
ple she inspired and mentored through-
out her storied career and through the 
legislation and policies she helped craft 
to help improve our country. 

Colleagues, please remember, with 
open hearts and fond memories, Con-
gresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

b 1730 
Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

to the gentlewoman from Michigan 
(Ms. STEVENS). 

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, during 
my first term in Congress as a fresh-
man member of the Science, Space, and 
Technology Committee, we had a hear-
ing at which we heard from a young 
woman researcher at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology, who had 
taken the very first image ever of a 
black hole. 

Congresswoman JOHNSON, my chair, 
Chairwoman Johnson, took us to 
places that no one has been. She was 
constantly reaching and asking for 
more. 

In this term of Congress, I can’t 
think of a time in which we have had a 
special order that has been bipartisan, 
but, for EBJ, we do, because that is 
who she was. When people were glad- 
handing and taking photos, she was 
cutting deals. 

The Chips and Science bill that got 
done under her leadership—and I spent 
a lot of hours on the phone with EBJ 
on that one—I watched her mastery on 
how that was going to get cooked up, 
because we are the House, and we think 
it starts with us, but the Senate had 
their vision. 

She changed my life. Her story is an 
American story, and it is an America- 
at-its-best story. Her legacy is pro-
found, her friendships were enormous, 
and I will always remember what she 
taught me. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield to the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR). 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Congresswoman Eddie Bernice 
Johnson, a true American trailblazer, 
patriot, and real friend. 

I am wearing the red, white, and blue 
heart pin she kindly presented me over 
15 years ago. Her kindness was leg-
endary. Her keen political judgment al-
lowed her to cut to the quick. 

She scaled above the walls of dis-
crimination in her region, State, and 
Nation, devoting her lifetime to racial 
justice, advanced education, high 
science, and healing. An adopted 
daughter of our region, when southern 
schools refused her admission to study 
due to discrimination, she was accept-
ed to seek a nursing degree at Saint 
Mary’s in South Bend, Indiana. 

She would become the first registered 
nurse in congressional history and the 
first Black woman to represent Dallas, 
Texas, serving ably for three decades 
and retiring as dean of the Texas dele-
gation. She rose to chair the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, where she championed NASA, 
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as others have referenced, and issues of 
import for the health, safety, and well- 
being for all Americans. 

May the angels carry her softly to 
her homegoing. May her loved ones and 
associates know they have been blessed 
by her life, as have we been, a life of 
fierce devotion to a more beloved na-
tion and people. 

Ms. CROCKETT. At this time, Mr. 
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from 
Oklahoma, Congressman LUCAS. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague for the opportunity to speak 
this evening on my dear friend. 

Chairwoman Johnson came to Con-
gress in the regular election cycle of 
1992, and I joined her 15 months later in 
a special election, so for 28.5 years we 
worked together, most of that on the 
Science Committee. 

After I finished my time as chairman 
of the Ag Committee, I went over to be 
vice chairman of the Science Com-
mittee, and then ultimately ranking 
member for the 4 years that EBJ, as I 
lovingly called her, was the chair-
woman of the committee. 

Eddie Bernice Johnson was an excep-
tional human being. She was, yes, a 
good Liberal. Yes, she was a good stew-
ard of her constituents. Yes, she was a 
great member of the CBC. Yes, she was 
an outstanding legislator and a mem-
ber of Presidential administrations. 
But the thing that I admired the most 
was the fact that she was willing to 
give anyone the benefit of the doubt. 

It took me a little while to convince 
her of our commonality, our common 
spirit, and our common goals, but then 
she worked with me hand in glove. She 
treated me and my side of the Science 
Committee as decently as any chair-
person could. 

Was she goal-oriented? Absolutely. 
Was she a great human being? Without 
a doubt. However, the one thing that 
would stress, in my opinion, the key to 
the intensity of that personality, after 
she had gone to Indiana for her ad-
vanced training, wherein after she de-
veloped that skill set, she could have 
stayed anywhere in any part of the 
country that at that time would have 
treated her dramatically better. 

In spite of that, she went home to 
make a difference, to make changes, to 
do and enable the next generation. 
That is so admirable, and, yes, EBJ, 
my dear, wherever you are, you are 
looking down on us, and we miss you. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Thank you so much, 
Congressman LUCAS. 

I can recall when she first introduced 
me to the gentleman from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LUCAS), and she had a genuine af-
fection for their relationship, so I 
thank the gentleman for his kind 
words. 

At this time, Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Houston, Texas 
(Mr. GREEN of Texas). 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. I thank the 
gentlewoman. 

And still I rise, Mr. Speaker. And 
still I rise to pay tribute to the Honor-
able Eddie Bernice Johnson, the first 
lady of Texas politics. 

Yes, she has given new meaning to 
the name first lady, as the gentle-
woman from Texas was the first Black 
woman ever elected to public office 
from Dallas. 

She was the first woman in Texas 
history to chair a major Texas House 
committee, the Labor Committee. 

Yes, she was the first African-Amer-
ican woman to hold the position of re-
gional director for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Wel-
fare. 

She was the first registered nurse 
elected to the United States Congress. 

She was the first Black person from 
Dallas to serve in Congress. 

Yes, she was a first. She was the first 
woman to chair the House Committee 
on Science, Space, and Technology, Mr. 
Speaker. 

She was a history-making, glass-ceil-
ing-breaking first lady who blazed huge 
trails in the sands of time, such that 
those who may traverse later will 
know that, where she was the first, she 
will not be the last. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON). 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. I thank 
the gentlewoman for her hospitality 
while we were in Texas for this funeral. 

Today, I rise to honor the extraor-
dinary legacy of Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson, a trailblazer, a public 
servant, and a tireless advocate for her 
constituents. Congresswoman JOHNSON 
leaves behind a legacy that will inspire 
generations to come. 

However, for those of you who may 
not know, EBJ did not die of natural 
causes. She died of poisoning after ne-
glect by workers at a Texas rehab facil-
ity, resulted in her lying in her own 
feces and urine, which resulted in in-
fection setting up in the back-surgery 
incision she was recovering from. 

This was malpractice, but HB4, 
passed by the Texas legislature, limits 
damages in medical negligence cases to 
$250,000. HB4, pushed by the giant U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce lobby, was 
passed to protect corporations from so- 
called junk lawsuits. 

EBJ’s life is worth more than 
$250,000. Her pain and suffering alone 
was worth more than that. Her griev-
ing family has more than a junk law-
suit. That is why the so-called tort re-
form that the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce lobbies for is bad for consumers 
and good for corporate wrongdoers who 
put their patients at risk by cutting 
costs and failing to properly staff their 
facilities. 

I thank EBJ for telling her lawyer to 
use her misfortune to help make things 
better for medical negligence victims 
by advocating for repeal on damage 
caps for wrongful death and pain and 
suffering. 

Rest in peace, EBJ. 
Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, at this 

time, I yield to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE). 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman from Texas for giving 

me the opportunity to speak on my 
mentor, my hero, EBJ, who, you see, 
when I arrived in Congress 11 years ago 
after the death of my father, the late 
Donald Payne, Sr., EBJ put her arm 
around me and said, everything is 
going to be all right, and whatever you 
need, I will be there for you. 

So I rise today to honor a mentor, a 
trailblazer, and an esteemed former 
Member of Congress, Representative 
Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

Representative Johnson served the 
30th Congressional District in Texas 
with distinction for 30 years, and she 
was the first registered nurse ever 
elected to Congress. 

We hear of all the firsts, that our 
honored colleague was able to break 
through those ceilings. In the 1960s, 
Representative Johnson fought for mi-
nority women’s rights, and her work 
inspired her to start a long and distin-
guished career in politics. 

As we have heard, she was first elect-
ed to the Texas House of Representa-
tives in 1972. I have a picture that 
hangs in my office of my father on the 
rostrum, as freshman Members are al-
lowed to take their picture there when 
they arrive here in Congress. My father 
is standing there at the podium, and 
right next to him is EBJ. So I am for-
tunate that I will have a memory of 
her every time I enter my office in New 
Jersey. 

She really, on the personal side, 
looked out for us, gave us guidance, 
very quiet, but when she told you 
something, you understood that she 
was not playing around—that is for 
sure—and it was always to your ben-
efit. You may not have appreciated it 
at the time or felt it was a little terse, 
but, in the long run, it was always 
right. 

So I am here just to pay honor and 
homage to a great woman—a great 
woman, a woman that defied odds that 
were surmountable and was able to ac-
complish so much with everything 
stacked against her. She still was able 
to accomplish incredible things, and so 
I am grateful for my colleague—and I 
am not surprised—the gentleman from 
Georgia, Mr. JOHNSON, for keeping it 
real. 

We need to understand what did hap-
pen to her, because it is a crime and a 
tragedy. After serving this country all 
these years and, in her retirement, 
having to suffer like that is wrong. 

We will remember the good things. 
We will remember the parts about her 
that we loved. 

b 1745 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
VEASEY), who is from the other part of 
Dallas. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
sort of paint a picture for everybody 
about what Dallas, Texas, was like. 
Like most other cities in Texas, when 
Eddie Bernice Johnson came from 
Waco and decided to settle in Dallas, it 
was not a great place for Black people 
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to grow and prosper. It was very seg-
regated, so much to the point to where 
if you were Black and you went into 
clothing stores in downtown Dallas, 
Mr. Speaker, you couldn’t even try the 
clothes on. 

Nonetheless, that didn’t stop Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. When she had the op-
portunity from Stanley Marcus to go 
and work at Neiman Marcus, instead of 
being happy and content to have an op-
portunity to work at what at the time 
was one of the premiere retail centers 
in the entire world, Eddie Bernice 
Johnson decided that she was going to 
shake some trees to make sure that no 
one else had to live through that indig-
nity. 

She made changes when it came to 
retail in Dallas that led to the integra-
tion of stores and retail establishments 
in the city of Dallas. 

She did the same thing in nursing 
where there were not any nurses of 
color who worked at the VA. So every 
step of the way when Eddie Bernice 
Johnson went into a room, she always 
made sure that not only did she break 
glass ceilings, but she blazed trails for 
others who were going to follow behind 
her. 

She did the same thing in the Texas 
Senate. I will tell you, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause so much has been said about the 
feats that she accomplished when it 
came to transportation, a lot of people 
don’t realize this, but Dallas, Texas, 
has probably the premiere light rail 
commuter rail system in the entire 
South. Had it not been for Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson who had the vision that, 
hey, this DART system can actually 
work and be something, it is hard to 
imagine that DART would be what it is 
today. I can remember when I was a 
small child, a lot of people thought 
that there was no way that you could 
connect Dallas County and the sur-
rounding counties by light rail. They 
said that it was too spread out. 

Nonetheless, Eddie Bernice Johnson 
knew better, and she became a cham-
pion for DART. That is why the down-
town station is named after her. 

We had regional disputes between our 
two airports, and Eddie Bernice John-
son played a very key role and ulti-
mately helped work out a decision that 
has helped both DFW and Love Field 
grow and prosper and become two of 
the busiest airports in the entire coun-
try. That was Eddie Bernice Johnson 
who played a role in that. 

When you think about where trans-
portation is going tomorrow, Mr. 
Speaker, and where it currently is 
today, so much of the technology that 
is going to be needed to power the next 
generation of technology and the next 
generation of transportation, it was 
the Chips and Science Act and it was 
Eddie Bernice Johnson on the Science, 
Space, and Technology Committee who 
really put all that together. 

Mr. Speaker, I want you to think 
about her career when she first got 
into politics working on the more tra-
ditional means of transportation and 

the more traditional modes that we are 
all familiar with; and think about this 
new technology and how the new chips 
are going to tie in the old ways of how 
we move around and bring the new 
ways and empower America to a clean-
er and better future of being able to 
move people. That was Eddie Bernice 
Johnson who played a huge role in 
that. 

We can’t say enough about this 
woman and what she did to overcome, 
stay focused, and blaze trails for so 
many other people. Her legacy will live 
on forever, and the people of Dallas 
will always hold on to her legacy and 
her memories because what she did was 
just absolutely amazing and worthy of 
all of the great things that you will 
hear about her this evening. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from Dallas for putting 
this hour together. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentlewoman from California 
(Ms. LEE). 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise this evening to 
honor the life and legacy of our dear 
friend and former colleague, the ex-
traordinary and the honorable Eddie 
Bernice Johnson. 

First, let me just send my deepest 
condolences to her loved ones. This Na-
tion has lost a powerful force for good. 

When I was first elected, I served on 
the Science and Technology Com-
mittee with Eddie Bernice Johnson, 
and one of my very first congressional 
delegations, of course, led by Congress-
woman Eddie Bernice Johnson was to 
visit technology companies in her dis-
trict. 

She was adamant about making sure 
that I, as a new member, focused on 
the inclusion of women and people of 
color in all aspects of science and tech-
nology which led to my forming the 
Congressional Black Caucus’ Tech 2020 
and now Tech 2025 initiative. 

Nevertheless, Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice insisted. She told me, as you 
probably have heard tonight and as she 
had always said: You have got to do the 
work. You have got to do the work. 

Now, the global HIV/AIDS initiative, 
PEPFAR, which has saved over 25 mil-
lion lives, was actually talked about 
and begun when Congresswoman and 
then-Chairwoman Eddie Bernice John-
son was chair of the Congressional 
Black Caucus. She organized the first 
meeting with President George Bush. I 
will never forget. She asked me what I 
wanted to talk about at the meeting. I 
said that I want to talk about all these 
people in Africa and throughout the 
world dying of AIDS. 

She looked at me, she smiled, and she 
said: That is what you want to talk to 
President Bush about? 

I said, Yes, ma’am. 
She said: Okay, talk to him and tell 

him what you think we should do. 
The rest is history. That was the be-

ginning of our discussions about the 
global AIDS initiative, but had she not 

allowed me to raise that with Presi-
dent Bush, then who knows where we 
would be? 

Again, the rest is history. 
Her mark is on so much of what has 

been good, and that has been moved 
forward through this House of Rep-
resentatives. She cared about all peo-
ple. She cared about people of color, 
which was so important to her because 
she talked about our common human-
ity. That led her to forming the Tri- 
Caucus which consists of today the 
Congressional Black Caucus, the Con-
gressional Hispanic Caucus, and the 
Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus. The Tri-Caucus has been a 
powerful force for good not only for 
communities of color but for our entire 
country. 

Congresswoman and Chairwoman 
Eddie Bernice Johnson’s life was re-
markable. I have had the privilege to 
travel with her all over the world, and 
she was greeted as royalty in many 
countries. I will never forget her form-
ing her organization, A World of 
Women for World Peace. She would in-
vite all of us to meet with these phe-
nomenal women from all around the 
world. She wanted to connect women 
because she knew that we would fight 
for peace and security together 
throughout the world. That was her 
idea. That was her idea. 

I tell you, Mr. Speaker, we are going 
to miss her. Her legacy will endure in 
the lives of those she touched, but also 
her legacy will endure right here in 
Washington, D.C., throughout our 
country, and throughout the entire 
world. 

As the Scriptures remind us, she 
fought the good fight, she finished the 
race, and, yes, she kept the faith. May 
her soul rest in peace and in power. 

Ms. CROCKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for her re-
marks. 

Mr. Speaker, she is a living legend. 
We lost her, but she will always live on 
in the Halls of Congress. 

Leader JEFFRIES is unable to be here, 
but he tells a story that always makes 
me laugh. He talks about the fact that 
he and Chairman HORSFORD as fresh-
men were called in by Eddie Bernice. 
She told them: One of you all is going 
to lead the Special Order hour. 

So they said: Okay. Yes, ma’am. 
Of course, they did that. They did 

whatever she asked of them because 
she saw leadership in them probably 
before they saw leadership in them-
selves. 

He tells the story about how they led 
a Special Order hour at the behest of 
Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

Leader JEFFRIES always says that he 
could count on three people who would 
be watching: Steven’s mom, his mom, 
and Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

Mr. Speaker, as I conclude this Spe-
cial Order hour, I know that if there is 
one person who is watching as a fresh-
man who had to do this job and lead 
her first Special Order hour, I know it 
is Eddie Bernice Johnson. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:55 Jan 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JA7.081 H11JAPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H93 January 11, 2024 
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 

of my time. 
f 

ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. PERRY) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, in Wash-
ington, every time that you think you 
have seen it all and heard it all, you 
couldn’t be surprised, amazed, dis-
appointed, what have you, more than 
you already are, but it never fails to 
deliver. 

I am going to talk about a few things 
this evening. I am going to start with 
this. I am a member of the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, and I just attended a 
hearing on the Afghan reconstruction 
after withdrawal, so to speak. 

So we left, as you know, Mr. Speaker, 
Afghanistan. Our Nation left there in a 
bit of a hurry. We won’t get into that 
much, but what I do want to talk about 
is where we stand at this point because 
whether or not the American people 
know it, we are still spending billions 
of dollars in Afghanistan. So we had a 
hearing today to talk about that. 

We have spent a couple of billion dol-
lars. Now, at the same time we are 
spending billions of dollars in aid in Af-
ghanistan where the Taliban rules, we 
have got a guy named Ryan Corbett 
who has been detained and held in Af-
ghanistan wrongly by the Taliban. 
They are holding him hostage appar-
ently among other Americans and 
Westerners who are being held hostage 
in Afghanistan. In spite of this, we are 
giving them billions of dollars in aid. 

Now, the gentleman who came to 
talk to us is the Special Representative 
for Afghanistan and the Deputy Assist-
ant Secretary for the Bureau of South 
and Central Asian Affairs at the U.S. 
State Department. His name is Thomas 
West. He came to speak to us and an-
swer questions about that. 

I asked him: Well, how are we 
leveraging these billions of dollars to 
get Ryan Corbett out? Why would we 
give billions of dollars to this country? 

We just had a 20-year war with them, 
and, unfortunately, the United States 
left without winning the war because 
the Taliban is now in charge. 

I said: We give them a couple billion 
dollars a year here. 

He said: Well, it doesn’t go through 
the Taliban, it goes through non-
governmental organizations. 

That is a whole other story that we 
will get into, but the point is that we 
have American hostages in Iran—cor-
rection—Afghanistan. That is a Freud-
ian slip because Iran is on my mind, 
too. That is another problem. However, 
we will stick to Afghanistan for a 
minute. 

It seems to me that if they want a 
couple of billion dollars—let’s be clear. 
We are $34 trillion in debt right now. 
We just went to 34, and by May of this 

year, we will be at 35. We are going to 
pay $1 trillion in interest this year. 
That is no new tanks, that is no new 
social programs, and that is no new 
missiles. That is just interest. That is 
paying for money that has already 
been spent, and now that you have bor-
rowed it, you get nothing for the $1 
trillion. 

So it is a long way from $1 trillion to 
a couple of billion dollars in Afghani-
stan, but those couple of billion over 
time add up, and the people whom I am 
representing are paying for that. 

First of all, they paid a couple of tril-
lion dollars for the war in Afghanistan 
for 20 years, and now we are paying bil-
lions more for what? 

I said: When are you going to use 
your leverage to get this guy, Ryan 
Corbett, out? 

In the course of the hearing, we 
learned about Afghan women and chil-
dren, little girls, who can’t go to 
school. They are oppressed, and the 
women can’t leave their house, they 
can’t get an education, and they can’t 
work. They are being oppressed as we 
knew the Taliban was going to do. We 
told everybody that that is what is 
going to happen if you leave the 
Taliban in charge. 

b 1800 
One of the folks on the dais asked 

one of these poor panelists: What are 
you doing about the mental health 
state of these Afghan women? They are 
depressed because of the circumstances 
they are in. 

There was a lot of conversations 
about, well, we talk to them, and we 
are trying to work with them, and so 
on and so forth. I am listening to this 
like my head is going to explode. 

When it was my turn to ask ques-
tions, I said: This poor woman here 
can’t help these people, these women 
and children in Afghanistan, the lady 
that was sitting there testifying. 

Afghanistan is a terrorist superstate, 
Mr. Speaker. It is a terrorist 
superstate with multiple terrorist or-
ganizations operating in the country 
with impunity. 

We are spending a couple billion dol-
lars there, and we are asking people 
who we are paying what they are doing 
about the mental health and depression 
standards of Afghanistan women and 
children. How absurd can this be? 

I asked Mr. West if he could talk to 
me about the open-source reporting. 
Open source is not classified. That is 
what you can read in the newspaper, 
see on the TV, hear on the radio about 
this guy, Abdul Rasheed Munib, who 
reportedly traveled to North Korea to 
obtain nuclear weapons technology and 
collaborate with North Korea. What 
can he tell me about that? 

He couldn’t tell me anything about 
that because he didn’t know anything 
about that. He had never heard of that, 
yet I see it on open-source reporting. 

Shouldn’t he know about that? He is 
the Special Representative for Afghan-
istan and Deputy Assistant Secretary. 
He should know. 

I asked him about open-source re-
porting about the Taliban trying to 
take Pakistan’s nuclear weapons. I 
would think that nuclear weapons in 
the Middle East with a rogue regime 
like the Taliban would be a security 
concern for the United States of Amer-
ica. I asked: What is the endgame to 
this billions of dollars going to Afghan-
istan? What is the mission? When does 
it end? Does it ever end? 

Of course, I got some kind of long- 
winded answer that is circular and 
never gets anywhere. I asked: What is 
our national security interest in Af-
ghanistan at this point? 

He said: We have spent $2 trillion 
there over the last 20 years. 

I said: Stop. Please don’t tell me we 
are spending billions of dollars to se-
cure the $2 trillion that we spent dur-
ing our 20 years in Afghanistan be-
cause—I have bad news for everybody— 
it is gone. The money is gone. 

Mr. Speaker, this is just another ex-
ample of the fantasy land that is Wash-
ington, D.C., because the Taliban is in 
charge in Afghanistan after kicking 
the United States of America out after 
America spent $2 trillion there—forget 
the $2 trillion, a couple thousand lives 
in Afghanistan. Here today, in 2024, you 
are going to be expected to spend a 
couple billion dollars more in Afghani-
stan. 

Mr. Speaker, this can’t continue. I 
will bet one thing, though. I will bet 
the Taliban controls Afghanistan’s bor-
der. I bet they do. I will bet if some-
body tries to get into Afghanistan that 
doesn’t belong there, I bet the Taliban 
doesn’t allow that. 

I will move on to the next subject, 
which I think we are going to spend the 
bulk of the time on, which is the south-
ern border of the United States of 
America. 

Now, I am not advocating to hire the 
Taliban to come patrol the south-
western border of the United States of 
America, but it seems to me that we 
could certainly do a better job. 

We just recently took a trip—and I 
say ‘‘we,’’ Members of Congress, only 
on this side of the aisle. The other side 
of the aisle doesn’t care to see what is 
happening on the border. I know some 
of them go as a token trip so they can 
act like they care about it. 

While I am on that subject about car-
ing about it, we are hearing today, in 
the last couple of days, about people 
here illegally in the United States of 
America residing in the State of New 
York. They moved them into a school 
and kicked the kids out of the school. 
The people in New York and the leader-
ship of New York are saying this has to 
end. This is a crisis. 

One of the States, I think, just de-
clared an emergency. This is a crisis. 
We need resources. We need to deal 
with all these people who are here ille-
gally. They are here, and we don’t have 
what we need to deal with them. 

Do you know what I am waiting to 
hear? It is quiet here on the floor, but 
I am waiting to hear, ‘‘We in the State 
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of New York hereby revoke our status 
as a sanctuary State,’’ or New York 
City, ‘‘We revoke our status as a sanc-
tuary city.’’ I haven’t heard that. I 
don’t know if you have heard that, Mr. 
Speaker, but I haven’t heard that. 

What that means is that we have a 
problem here, but the way to fix it, Mr. 
Speaker, is to kick your kids out of 
your school, take your tax money, and 
let people who are here illegally stay in 
the school that your kids are supposed 
to be learning in. That is apparently 
the answer. 

The difference is that instead of the 
taxpayers of New York paying for it, 
they want the taxpayers of the entire 
United States to pay for those in New 
York, Pennsylvania, Arizona, Texas, 
and all the 50 States. That is what they 
want. They don’t want to fix the prob-
lem. They want you to pay for more of 
the problem. 

I suspect it is the whole cause and ef-
fect thing, supply and demand, et 
cetera, age-old precepts that seem to 
make sense. It seems to me that if we 
are going to pay for more of that, we 
are probably going to get more of that. 
That is what it seems to me. I might be 
wrong. 

Anyhow, back to where I was. We 
took this trip down to the border. We 
went down to Eagle Pass, Texas. Thou-
sands of people were coming across the 
border at Eagle Pass, Texas, for days 
and days on end. 

I am going to recognize my good 
friend, the gentleman from Arizona, 
here in a moment, but we have seen it 
on TV. We have seen it. We have heard 
it. We have read it in the papers. Thou-
sands of people are coming illegally. 

Merry Christmas. You are in America 
now. You crossed the river, and here 
you are. 

When we went there, we went to a 
processing facility where they proc-
essed the people in. Understand, it is 
not like our Border Patrol has orders 
to say: Dear kind sir, or ma’am, I know 
you have come from one of the 170 
countries that is currently infiltrating 
the United States, but we are going to 
have to turn you around and send you 
back. 

No, it is: Here, get in the truck. We 
will take you to the processing facility. 
Make sure you are all cleaned up and 
get what you need. We will send you 
wherever you want to go in the United 
States of America. 

By December 20, there were about 
10,000 people at this processing facility 
at Eagle Pass, Texas, about 9,800, 260 
percent of its capacity. They knew we 
were coming, so when we got there, 
somehow it went from 10,000 to 600. 

Interestingly enough, when we got 
there, even though there were only 600, 
we think we are representative of the 
people. I am seeing this. My good 
friend from Virginia, Mr. GOOD, who is 
here with us this evening, has eyes in 
his head. He was seeing it. My good 
friend from Arizona, Mr. BIGGS, was 
there. He has eyes in his head, so he 
saw it, too. 

We thought: Well, wouldn’t it be nice 
if we showed our bosses, the people who 
pay our salary, our constituents? Why 
don’t we take a picture of this? 

Hold on a second. You get your cam-
era out, and the Border Patrol says: No 
photographs allowed. 

Some Members of Congress are a lit-
tle recalcitrant. Maybe they didn’t 
hear, I don’t know, but they took pic-
tures anyhow, or they got their phones 
out, and then Border Patrol said: You 
have to delete that photo. 

Mr. Speaker, at the very same time, 
this whole codel of 60 Members of Con-
gress had cameras pointed at us from 
the Border Patrol. 

I said: Hold on a second, here. You 
are taking pictures of us, but we can’t 
take pictures of this for our constitu-
ents? What is the policy? Who came up 
with this policy? What is the purpose 
for this policy? 

Mr. Speaker, I have this letter here, 
to the Honorable Secretary Alejandro 
Mayorkas, asking about that policy. 
We don’t have the answer yet, but what 
is interesting is that right after we 
left, the media went into that very 
same facility, the television media. 
What do you think they did, Mr. 
Speaker? They filmed in that facility. 

Let me get this straight: If you are a 
member of the leftist media, God bless 
you. Take all the pictures you want of 
a facility that is at a fraction of what 
it was in capacity just days before, 260 
percent. 

When Congress gets there, it is down 
to, I guess, manageable levels, if there 
is such a thing. We can’t take pictures 
and show our constituents, our bosses, 
but the media sure can. The media sure 
can go in there and take pictures to 
show their viewers. Nothing to see 
here. Isn’t it amazing? 

Mr. Speaker, unaccompanied minors 
increased 62 percent from 2011. The 
number of persons prosecuted for 
human trafficking increased 84 percent. 

We are being told that this policy of 
letting anybody from 170 countries 
come to the United States of America 
illegally across our borders is humane 
because whatever they are dealing with 
in their country must be worse, even 
though they have to pay the cartels, 
even though there are rape trees, even 
though there is indentured servitude 
and modern-day slavery associated 
with every single one of these individ-
uals who come through the cartels, and 
the cartels have operational control 
over the border. 

Do you know how I know? Not be-
cause Secretary Mayorkas said so. He 
lied when he came to Congress and said 
he had operational control because the 
chief of the Border Patrol told us that 
they don’t have operational control. 
After the chief of the Border Patrol 
told us that, the Secretary changed his 
position on it. He lied for a while, and 
now, I guess, he feels he is absolved 
from lying the first time he was here 
and lied to the American people. 

The other thing that you might not 
realize is that anybody under 14 who 

comes across the border illegally, no 
background check. Guess what, Mr. 
Speaker? Probably no documentation 
either. If you say that you are 14, no 
background check—whether you are 19, 
21, or 13. No background check, so 
there is no way to prove it. 

The other thing is that people are 
coming from 170 countries, and one of 
them might be Afghanistan. One of 
them might be Iran. One of them might 
be North Korea, for all I know. I saw 
some crazy things—Germany, the 
Netherlands, Spain. I saw them on the 
list. 

Are these oppressed countries coming 
to America illegally? I don’t think so, 
but they are coming illegally. 

What about the ones that don’t have 
any relationship with the United 
States, other than a bellicose relation-
ship? 

What about the Taliban? What about 
Syria? I don’t know. What about Iran? 
Are any of those folks coming? Any 
folks coming from Hamas or 
Hezbollah? I don’t know. Apparently, 
they don’t know either because, do you 
know what, Mr. Speaker? When they do 
a background check, they check all the 
United States’ references. That is awe-
some unless you are not a United 
States citizen or in the United States 
crime registry. Then we don’t know 
what you have done. 

If you are Iranian coming across the 
Mexican border, and we ask Mexico to 
help us: Do you have anything on this 
Iranian person? He is of military age. 
He is not from America. He seems to be 
from Iran. He speaks Iranian. He 
speaks Persian. What do you have on 
him? 

I don’t know. We are Mexico. We 
don’t have anything on him. 

So, he is clear. That is what happens, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Sometimes they bring a minor with 
them, and this is where it really gets 
ugly. To have a minor with you, the 
background check, first of all, is often 
waived anyhow, or we can’t get any in-
formation, even if they are not a cit-
izen. 

We have this minor who comes into 
the country illegally. We are sending 
him somewhere. They have a phone 
number, send him there. We don’t ask 
if that person is a citizen because we 
can’t. 

If the person isn’t a citizen and has a 
deportation order, and the minor is 
going to go to that person, the deporta-
tion order is not valid grounds to not 
send that minor to that person. 

That means we are sending a minor 
to a person that the United States is 
going to deport. Where is the minor 
going to be then? Look, I think we all 
know that is not really a problem be-
cause we are not going to deport any-
body in the United States of America. 

b 1815 

How about this? If you have a crimi-
nal history or you refuse to submit to 
a background check, but you are claim-
ing an unaccompanied minor, that is 
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not grounds for you to not have that 
unaccompanied minor. 

Mr. Speaker, I hate to say it this 
way, but it seems to me that in the 
United States of America it is probably 
easier to adopt a stray cat or a stray 
dog than to receive an unaccompanied 
minor coming across the Texas border 
through the cartels. That is one hell of 
a damn statement to make on this 
House floor, but I think it is reality. 

I yield to the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. BIGGS) for the purpose of a 
colloquy. Maybe he has got some 
thoughts on it. Am I wrong? 

Mr. BIGGS. No. Let’s pick up with 
Mayor Adams of New York. Here is a 
guy who presides over a sanctuary 
city—that is awesome, that is awe-
some—but he doesn’t want to experi-
ence what is a daily occurrence along 
the border, for those who live in a bor-
der community. 

They got some rain and wind in New 
York. It was blowing down the tents 
that the illegal aliens were dwelling in 
in New York at a park, so he decides 
this is what we are going to do: We are 
going to clear out a school. We are 
going to tell those 4,000 kids with no 
notice to the parents really, no notice 
to the teachers, no notice to the dis-
trict. Boom, all these families, all 
these individuals—they are not all just 
families; you have got men of military 
age—2,000 of them plus—they are going 
to dwell in the school that your kid 
was getting ready to go to. 

He is like: What could go wrong? Why 
is everybody so upset? 

He says about that, the illegal aliens: 
I didn’t see illegal migrants. I saw chil-
dren. I saw children, and this commu-
nity will always stand with children. 

What about the 4,000 kids at the 
school? What about those families? 

I didn’t see children. I mean, he 
didn’t say that, but that is really what 
he is implying: You are only a child of 
value if you are in the country ille-
gally. You are not a child of value if 
you are going to a New York public 
school. That is the very attitude of this 
administration. 

Mr. PERRY was down in Eagle Pass, 
and I was down in Eagle Pass with Rep-
resentative GOOD. When I talked to the 
Speaker, he was a little miffed with 
me. 

He said: Why aren’t you coming with 
us on our tour? Why are you going on 
your own tour? 

I said: Because I have got to go back 
to Arizona a little early, I am going to 
need to leave the bus. 

His staff tells my staff: Oh, BIGGS 
can’t come then because he has got to 
be on the bus the whole time. 

I said: I am going down a day early. 
I am going to rent a car and invite a 
few friends. SCOTT is a friend, but I am 
sorry, the car filled up too fast. 

We went down early. You know what 
CBP did? Because I go down often, I 
know a lot of people in CBP. They rou-
tinely take us on tours, but in this in-
stance they said they had a new guy 
coming in, he hasn’t been sworn in yet. 

He says, look—he tells my staff—you 
can come, but then he says, no, no, you 
can’t come. 

We reached out to the chief judge of 
the Western District of Texas. We said: 
Look, we are going to be down there, 
we would like to visit with you. We 
want you to tell us what is going on. 

She says: Are you going to take them 
to the border? 

I said: No, they withdrew the border. 
She makes the call and says: I will be 

with BIGGS and his group; we want a 
tour of the border. 

That night you did not see anything; 
you didn’t see a lot of people crossing, 
did you? 

Mr. PERRY. No. We saw a few. 
Mr. BIGGS. Right. Right. I will tell 

you why in a second. That night it was 
cold, really cold, unseasonably cold in 
south Texas. It was raining cats and 
dogs. We are in the van, and they are 
taking us down there. 

I have been down there many times. 
We see it. It is cleaned up. They have 
moved 12,000 people in 24 hours because 
you guys, you yahoos are coming down 
there the next day and Secretary 
Mayorkas was down there yesterday. 
They cleaned it up. We can’t have this. 
The media is coming down, a big gaggle 
of media, they can’t see this. We can’t 
have this, so they cleaned it up. They 
actually mowed the grass. 

I asked the guy, I said: Where’s the 
garbage, man? I know there is garbage. 
I know there is clothing. As we are 
driving along, there is this massive pile 
of clothing. 

Did you see it, BOB? I said: Hey, is 
this one of the piles of clothing? 

Yeah, that is one of the piles right 
there. 

As we are going down, there are peo-
ple all along the way there, right? That 
is what you see. 

Now, why did you not see anybody? 
We met the next day with a lot of 

folks you didn’t get to meet with— 
sorry—one of which informed us very 
clearly that the flow of people at the 
ports of entry are controlled by the 
CBP One app, so they will give you a 
green light. 

Mr. PERRY. I think my good friend 
from Arizona has to explain what the 
CBP One app is? What is that? 

Mr. BIGGS. If you want to come into 
the country illegally, they want to 
slow—they want to get some of you to 
come into the port of entry, so they 
have created an app. You preregister as 
an illegal alien say: I am going to be 
coming, and I want to be able to de-
clare asylum, which is also illegal, by 
the way. That is not what the law is. 
So you have got an app. 

Mr. PERRY. You are telling me I 
have got an app on my phone where I 
can make a reservation to come ille-
gally into the country, and I am mak-
ing the reservation with the law en-
forcement agency charged with keep-
ing me out of the country illegally? 

Mr. BIGGS. The gentleman is cor-
rect. The reason is because they want 
to facilitate you getting through faster 

and we want to distribute you through-
out the country, at least this adminis-
tration does. You register with the 
CBP One app. Well, they are going to 
tell you where the green lights are, and 
they are going to gray out where you 
can’t come. 

So they started graying out Eagle 
Pass. This bridge we are talking about, 
there is a port of entry on the bridge. 
They said: No, we are not going to take 
any more people that way. You are 
going to need to go to some other port 
of entry, and so they do. That is how 
they slow that down. 

However, in the meantime, between 
the ports of entry, they are coming in 
droves. 

Mr. PERRY. What was the number, if 
you don’t mind, the record number in 
December? 

Mr. BIGGS. The record number for 
apprehensions was 302,000 plus—302,000 
people. That would have put it clearly 
within the top 20 largest cities in this 
country, when you think about that. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to have a colloquy with the 
gentleman from Arizona regarding an 
illustration relative to the CBP One 
app. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to 
the gentleman from Virginia for the 
purposes of a colloquy. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Think about 
this, Mr. Speaker. If this Biden Federal 
Government was the local police and 
home burglaries were up, you have got 
rising crime, home burglaries, which 
are up under the Biden administration. 
In this case, if there were too many 
break-ins into homes across the coun-
try, their solution would be for the po-
lice to schedule the break-in with the 
criminals, meet them at the house, and 
let them in? 

That is essentially what they are 
doing. These illegals are coordinating 
with the government to schedule their 
illegal entry into our country, and 
they count that differently within 
their numbers than if they just go to 
the border on their own with the crimi-
nal cartels instead of scheduling it 
with our own Department of so-called 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. PERRY. It certainly is an as-
tounding eventuality that we are real-
izing, and we also know that the Bor-
der Patrol wants to do its job. I firmly 
believe that 99.9 percent of the good 
members of Customs and Border Pro-
tection want to do their job. They want 
to protect the homeland, but they have 
been given orders. 

They have been given orders to proc-
ess these people, not bar entry to this 
country, but process them to the point 
where we don’t even have anybody out 
on the line. I am sure the gentleman 
from Arizona can talk about that. 

Mr. BIGGS. Yes, I will speak to that 
for just a second. A couple weeks ago 
now, I took a group of people to 
Lukeville, Arizona. Now, Lukeville is 
an incredibly remote port of entry, 35 
people or so live by there. You come 
through Ajo, if you are coming from 
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Phoenix or Tucson, and you are going 
to go to Rocky Point down in Mexico, 
it is very heavy traffic. 

Well, they actually had to close that 
port of entry. Why? Because the num-
ber of people pouring through, cutting 
holes in the fences, and we had to bring 
these people—we are talking multiple 
thousands a day, multiple thousands a 
day, 30,000 people in the last couple 
weeks, right? Think about that. 

What do they do? All they could do is 
take the personnel that they have, and 
they start working the line, right? No, 
they don’t. They actually start trans-
porting them to an off-the-border facil-
ity, a soft-sided facility kind of like 
the one you saw except smaller for the 
first wait, because it is so remote, it 
literally takes hours to get to a soft- 
sided facility in Tucson, Arizona. They 
will go there, and they will spend a few 
hours, maybe a day or two before they 
are distributed. 

What happens? When I was there, I 
thought, oh, man, we missed the flood 
because we got there a little late in the 
morning. I went and talked to these 
people. 

I said: Where are you from? 
Guinea, Burkina Faso, Senegal, 

India, Pakistan, a few from Guatemala. 
Where are you going? You know what 

they do? They look around, they find a 
paper, it is a laminated card. It has the 
names of the people they are going to 
be in contact with, with phone num-
bers and an address where they are 
going to be taken. Everywhere from 
the Bronx to Missouri, to L.A., to 
Houston. They are going all over. 

Anyway, I said: This is interesting. 
Let’s go on down, and we will drive the 
border road for a while. We drive the 
border road. There is a family of 10 peo-
ple or so. 

I said: How did you get here? 
We came about 2 hours ago. No, they 

were 4 hours. 
We came 4 hours ago. We came 

through a hole in the fence down here 
that the coyote showed us, and we 
walked on up and we are just waiting. 
We haven’t seen a CBP agent. 

In 4 hours? 
No, we haven’t. We are just waiting. 

We are assured that someone will be 
along. 

They were from Mexico, within Mex-
ico, so we were able to speak Spanish 
and talk to them. 

Then we go on down, and as we are 
going along, there isn’t anybody. There 
is no CBP agent. We go a few miles, 
and we stop. 

We are like, you know, we have kind 
of missed the rush. One of the people I 
am with said: That looks like a group 
right there, over here, down to the 
right, on the road. 

Sure enough, there’s 30 or 40 people 
walking, right? We wait, and they get 
by, and there is another group right be-
hind them and another group and an-
other group. We asked them where 
they were from. They are from all over. 

Where are you going? All over. 
How did you get in? There is a hole in 

the fence right down here a couple 
miles. 

We drove down there. Again, no CBP 
agents. Why? They are working their 
tail off having to transport and proc-
ess. They can’t do what they were hired 
to do, what we need them to do. 

We happened to run into a con-
tractor: Hey, what are you doing? 

He has got a truck, and we had just 
seen the welding guy, who I knew was 
fixing the fence, and he had just driven 
by. We talked to this guy and said: 
What is up? Well, you know, he gets 
this notebook out and starts showing 
us all the holes in the fence they have 
had to repair. 

He said on this day—I can’t remem-
ber the actual day; I think it was De-
cember 14—there were something like 
28 holes in the fence that they had to 
repair. We were there at 10:30, 11:00 in 
the morning, they had already repaired 
six holes in the fence. 

I asked: What is happening? How does 
this happen? He says: Well, you will see 
along the Mexico side there is a high-
way. The coyote will come in, con-
trolled by the cartel. He has got his 
own torch to cut the holes in the fence. 
They will wrap chains around it, they 
will pull out the slats, and people will 
just flood through, and that is what 
you saw. 

That day they had already repaired 
six holes, and we said: Well, where’s 
the agents? We were looking for 
agents, as well. I love the agents; I talk 
to them all the time. 

They said: Oh, they are back at the 
facility processing. 

Mr. PERRY. Back at the facility 
processing? 

Mr. BIGGS. Because they can’t get 
there. You know what? My colleagues 
on the Democrat side, they will tell 
you that there is no problem down on 
the border because they really don’t 
think there is. I think this is an exis-
tential crisis. 

Mr. PERRY. I disagree. They do 
know there is, but they want to deny 
that there is to the American people. 
They want these people to keep coming 
illegally in the numbers that they have 
been and will continue to come, and 
every policy that they support pro-
motes that. Every policy that we sup-
port to stem that tide they object to. 

b 1830 

Mr. PERRY. My good friend from 
Virginia, I know you were there and 
talked to some of the folks, regular 
residents, not Border Patrol, not law 
enforcement, just people trying to get 
through their day as American citi-
zens. 

I talked to a husband and wife who 
have a ranch there. The lady told me 
horrific stories. They have an 18-year- 
old daughter. The lady came home, and 
there were people who came across the 
border illegally, men, in her home. 

She was worried her daughter was up-
stairs, and she kicked those people out 
of her home and went to check on her 
daughter. Her daughter was upstairs 
listening to music and didn’t even 
know anybody was in the house. 

I said: Well, what were they doing in 
your house? 

She said: Well, I keep a refrigerator 
out on the front porch because we get 
a bunch of migrants that come 
through, and we put water and stuff in 
it. We put beer in it, too. They wanted 
beer, but they didn’t like the beer that 
I had out in that refrigerator, so they 
came into the house. 

How would you like that? 
If that is not enough, she told me she 

went to get in her truck, and some lady 
was in her truck bleeding to death be-
cause she had gotten her foot cut off 
trying to jump off the train that goes 
through their property. 

She said in the period of time be-
tween the end of the year, so the end of 
December, and when we were there, 
which is the beginning of January, I 
think essentially 3 or 4 days, there 
were 77 cuts in their fence. 

Mr. BIGGS. Three days. 
Mr. PERRY. The U.S. Government— 

your tax dollars—is paying for the cuts 
in the fence that Mr. BIGGS from Ari-
zona is talking about. 

These people, citizens of the United 
States who are taxpayers depending 
upon their government to protect them 
from invasion, guess who pays to fix 
their fence? 

They can’t even have animals on 
their land anymore because they can’t 
keep them in the fenced area because 
the fences get cut by people coming 
across illegally. 

Is that any way to live, my good 
friend from Virginia? 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. It is not any 
way to live. I have heard our Speaker 
say and members of our Conference 
echo him when he says that the border 
is the hill to die on, that the border is 
the fight to have. 

My question to them is: What does 
that mean? When members of leader-
ship or members of our Conference say 
the border is the hill to die on, what do 
they mean by that? What are they pre-
pared to do? 

This was my sixth trip in my 3 years 
in Congress. The first one was led by 
our friend from Arizona, and this most 
recent one was also led by Mr. BIGGS 
from Arizona. 

What struck me about this time was 
even though they knew we were com-
ing—they knew at least a larger con-
tingent was coming the next day. We 
got there a little earlier the day before, 
as you know, Tuesday night last week 
before the main deal on Wednesday. 

I have never seen the brazen, bold 
amount of flow that we observed, doz-
ens at a time while we were there. 

In my previous experience, we were 
talking to ranchers, local law enforce-
ment, National Guard, Border Patrol, 
and residents who live on the border, 
but we looked a little bit official. We 
have these Border Patrol guides, some 
friends guiding us and so forth, so it is 
pretty sparse. Not this time. They were 
coming across right in front of us by 
the dozens, most of them military-age 
males, single males, coming across 
themselves, not concerned. 
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They are looking for Border Patrol 

personnel to surrender to, to get the 
free travel, the free housing, the free 
healthcare, the free social services, the 
free education if there are children in-
volved, and to be taken up and taken 
care of at taxpayer expense. 

However, as we talked to the chief of 
that sector that we were at, the Del 
Rio sector, this past week, he told us 
that of the 240 miles there that they 
were responsible for, only about 4 miles 
had been patrolled during this recent 
period of time when there were thou-
sands coming across because they were 
all so busy processing. 

Mr. PERRY. Wait. Four miles? 
Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Out of 240. The 

sector chief that we met with told us 4 
out of 240 miles had been secured or pa-
trolled, I should say, during this period 
of time before we had gotten there be-
cause the Border Patrol agents were 
busy processing illegals into the coun-
try. 

We talked to a judge, as Mr. BIGGS 
mentioned, who said when she orders 
individuals detained, they are still re-
leased. 

We talked to a senior DHS official 
who told us that they don’t know 
where 75 percent of the people who 
they have released into the interior of 
the country have gone over these last 3 
years. 

They acknowledge that they have ap-
prehended 8 million and released essen-
tially 8 million. Last year, it was 3.2 
million, and they only released, or re-
turned, rather, 140,000. 

Mr. Speaker, 3 million last year re-
leased in the country, and they don’t 
know where 75 percent of them are be-
cause, as Mr. BIGGS says, they get a 
piece of paper saying they have a no-
tice to appear at a court date in the fu-
ture. 

We will get in touch with you if we 
can find you and tell you when that 
court date is a few years down the 
road. 

They catch 100 on the terrorist watch 
list from the dumb ones who surrender 
to the Border Patrol and who don’t 
think they are going to get caught be-
cause we are so generous and do so lit-
tle vetting at the border. They still 
caught 100 among the 8 million who 
come and surrender to Border Patrol. 

How troubling is it that there are an 
estimated 2 million, at least, got- 
aways, the ones who don’t surrender 
because they are trafficking the women 
and children. They are trafficking 
fentanyl and other harmful drugs. 
They recognize the terrorist ties and 
the criminal backgrounds. They don’t 
surrender. 

There are an estimated 2 million. 
How many dangerous individuals might 
be among that 2 million? What percent-
age do you think it might be? Ten per-
cent? So 90 percent are confused and 
don’t know about all the free stuff? 
They don’t know to use the CBP app? 
They don’t know to surrender to Bor-
der Patrol to get all the free stuff? If 
only 10 percent of them are bad guys, 

that would be 200,000. About 2,000 peo-
ple perpetrated the Hamas attack in 
Israel. 

When we have let individuals in this 
country from 170 different countries. 
They are coming from China, Russia, 
the Middle East, hostile nations. We 
don’t even know where they are com-
ing from. 

That is on top of the same adminis-
tration, by the way, that brought 
200,000 people here from Afghanistan in 
2 weeks and didn’t vet them either. 
Most of them were military-age males. 
They claim they were doing it to bring 
our interpreters and our translators. 

I know General Perry served in the 
military and wore the uniform, and our 
friend who has joined us here, Mr. 
CRANE, served in the military and wore 
the uniform as a Navy SEAL. 

I went to Fort Pickett to visit those 
Afghanis in my district after they had 
brought several thousand there to 
house them. I took a Marine veteran 
who works in my district office. We 
went together to visit that fort. We did 
the official tour first. 

They told us we couldn’t come. By 
the way, they allowed a colleague of 
mine from the Virginia delegation— 
they allowed her to come from the 
neighboring district, but they didn’t 
want me to come. She gave a very dif-
ferent report than I did, by the way. 

We said we are coming anyway. We 
had DHS and military personnel show 
us around. After we were done, we did 
our own wandering around. We went 
and talked to the Afghanis who were 
there. I remind you that these are the 
translators and interpreters. Guess how 
many of them spoke English? About 1 
out of 10. 

They finally acknowledged they 
didn’t vet those people, and they don’t 
know where they are. You wonder to 
what end and to what limit. 

Why would our own President per-
petrate this border invasion on pur-
pose? Why would he do this? When in 
the history of our country has our own 
President done more to intentionally 
harm the United States than what this 
President has done? If he sealed the 
border today, irreparable harm has 
been done. 

Mr. PERRY. I want to tell a story 
about getting on the plane in San 
Antone to come home. Before I do that, 
we are joined by the great Eli Crane 
from the State of Arizona, out of that 
uniform and into this uniform, fighting 
for the great people of Arizona. 

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague for allowing me to join to-
night to talk about this crisis at our 
southern border. 

Mr. GOOD, when you talk about how 
many got-aways we have right now in 
this country, how many individuals on 
the terror watch list, it is about 300 
since Biden took office. 

To give the American people some 
context, I know that number under the 
last administration was under 20. I be-
lieve it was about 14 people who were 
encountered on the southern border 
that were on the terrorist watch list. 

That is something that really piques 
my interest because like a lot of Amer-
icans who are still alive today and have 
jobs, families, who love this country, 9/ 
11 changed my life. 

I dropped out of school my senior 
year and joined the Navy the week 
after 9/11. I remind Americans it only 
took 19 people to perpetrate those acts 
on 9/11. 

When you are talking about this 
amount of numbers, this invasion—I 
hate to say it. I hate to sound like an 
alarmist, but as somebody who con-
siders myself a sheepdog, somebody 
who considers myself the type of indi-
vidual who wants to protect other peo-
ple—and we have other sheepdogs 
around this Capitol right now. There 
are some in the balcony. There are 
some out there. 

We know what this is going to lead 
to. I hate to say it, but I am going to 
say it because Americans need to 
know. It is not a question of if. It is a 
question of when. 

It breaks my heart, but it enrages me 
at the same time because Americans 
deserve better. They deserve leader-
ship. They deserve a government that 
puts their safety and security as a top 
priority. We are not—I repeat, we are 
not—doing that. 

It is one of the reasons right now in 
the Homeland Security Committee 
that we are working on impeaching 
Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas. 

I hope it is something that we are ac-
tually able to conclude this time, even 
though a couple of weeks ago we tried 
that in this very Chamber, and eight 
Republicans voted against it. 

It is imperative that we do that, not 
because we are going to get a better re-
placement. It is imperative that we do 
that because the American people are 
watching. 

They are sick and tired of this place. 
They are sick and tired of the politi-
cians here. One of the biggest reasons 
they are sick and tired of it is because 
nobody ever gets held accountable. 

It has been a long time since a Cabi-
net Secretary was impeached. I am not 
sure it has ever even happened. 

Mr. BIGGS, has that ever even hap-
pened? 

Mr. BIGGS. One hundred fifty years 
ago. 

Mr. CRANE. There have been a lot of 
historic things that have happened in 
this Congress, Mr. BIGGS, and I am hop-
ing that the impeachment of a Cabinet 
Secretary, Alejandro Mayorkas, is one 
of the next things that happens be-
cause I want the American people to 
know that there is not one set of rules 
for them and one set of rules for the 
people up there. They know for a fact 
they could not come up here and do the 
exact opposite of what their job de-
scription was. 

Look at his job title: Secretary of 
Homeland Security. I don’t know about 
you. I am not an English major, but 
that would make me believe, Mr. 
PERRY, that his job might be to protect 
the homeland. 
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What do you think about that? 
Mr. PERRY. Well, I was around when 

that agency was enacted, and there was 
a reason we called it that. It was sup-
posed to help all the disparate agencies 
collaborate toward one singular focus, 
which was protecting America. 

Mr. BIGGS. Can I interject some-
thing? We have been talking about 
Eagle Pass, and I have a bit of breaking 
news for you. 

Those who were with me, we actually 
drove through the golf course to get to 
a couple of our points. 

Mr. PERRY. People don’t know that, 
Mr. BIGGS from Arizona, but there is a 
golf course right on the river at Eagle 
Pass, Texas. 

While people are coming illegally 
across the border, you could be teeing 
off or on the green trying to get one in 
the cup. They are walking right across 
in front of you, yelling. They were 
yelling ‘‘Venezuela’’ when I was there. 

I don’t know why you come from 
Venezuela to America illegally yelling 
‘‘Venezuela.’’ You would think you 
would at least have the sense to say 
‘‘USA,’’ but that is another story. 

What is your story on the golf 
course? 

Mr. BIGGS. The breaking news is 
this: That park area has now been— 
today, Governor Abbott of Texas, be-
cause he feels so overrun, has declared 
a state of emergency, and that prop-
erty has been taken over by the State 
of Texas. 

They will arrest anybody who enters 
that property for criminal trespass and 
prosecute them. I guess it underlines 
kind of a finer point that we have been 
talking about. Is this a crisis? Are we 
chasing phantoms, or is this a real cri-
sis? Well, it is a real crisis, and as we 
sit here, this administration is a law-
less administration. They are not going 
to do anything to actually enforce the 
border. 

I say this often. We can pass every 
kind of policy we want, but believe me, 
title 8 forbids Mayorkas from doing 
what he is doing. 

b 1845 
He can’t catch and release. Courts 

have told him to reinstate MPP, the 
migrant protocol protections. He won’t 
do that. This administration is lawless, 
and I can only think of one thing, and 
the Founders gave it to us. They were 
crystal clear. They said: Your check, 
legislative branch, is the purse strings. 
It is the funding. I do not know how we 
can continue to fund an administration 
that chooses willfully to facilitate an 
invasion of the United States of Amer-
ica. How can we? 

Mr. PERRY. Well, Mr. BIGGS of 
Texas, I am glad you brought that up. 
Now, on my trip home, I went to the 
airport in San Antonio. It was early in 
the morning. People are around, but, 
you know, we know what to look for 
because we have heard the stories. 
There is a brown envelope, and people 
are carrying it. 

Now, you know, you either have your 
app on your phone—not the CBP One 

app, but the app for the airline you are 
flying—so you get your boarding pass 
or you are carrying a physical boarding 
pass, and it says, you know, zone one, 
whatever, right, to tell you when you 
are boarding. People not from this 
country that have never been on an 
airplane before don’t know what any of 
that is. They want to get to the next— 
and I happened to be going to Char-
lotte, South Carolina, for my connec-
tion to get back home to the great 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. I am 
sitting listening to the announce-
ments, and I am going to show up in 
line at the appropriate time. But the 
folks that don’t understand English 
and don’t know what a boarding pass 
is, they just all go to the front of the 
line. 

These people that work for the air-
lines, they are trying to hold back this 
horde of people that just want to get in 
the airplane. Now, it is one thing—Mr. 
BIGGS, you speak Spanish. My mother 
is Colombian, so I know a little bit; 
you know, I can make my way through 
it. But if you have got people coming 
from 170 different countries, the gate 
agent likely doesn’t know what you 
speak in Burkina Faso or maybe you 
don’t know Farsi or something like 
that. They are trying to explain to 
these people, no, you have to wait your 
turn. 

Now, while all that is happening, it is 
going through my mind that these peo-
ple that came from some other country 
other than Mexico, which is important 
because they flew into Mexico and then 
walked across the border, so they had 
some means to get there. It wasn’t like 
they were just out in a boat floating 
around in the ocean and all of a sud-
den, oh, we are on the Rio Grande and 
we are coming into America now. I 
mean, this is all planned, right? 

Now the American taxpayer is paying 
for these folks to get on this plane. 
They just came across illegally, and 
they are going to Charlotte. I don’t 
know where they are going after that, 
but I know a bunch of them were going 
to Charlotte because I was on the plane 
with them. We are going to pay for 
that. 

We are talking about funding, last 
year’s funding. We are not into this 
year’s funding. We are still trying to 
figure out last year’s funding. And I 
think, Mr. BIGGS, right now we are 
being asked to just continue to fund 
what we have been talking about for 
the last hour; is that not right? 

Mr. BIGGS. You are being asked to 
fully fund the Department of Homeland 
Security today with no policy changes 
even. That is what you are being asked. 
But more than that, you are being 
asked to continue all the other pro-
grams, the crazy subsidies for Green 
New Deal stuff, which was forecast at 
$350 billion, which is now forecast at 
$2.5 trillion. But they are asking you to 
basically get on board that. So you are 
getting a weak sauce plan from the 
Senate that even Senators are rebel-
ling against, saying this will do noth-
ing, which it won’t do anything. 

Mr. CRANE. But, Congressman 
BIGGS, it is an election year. We 
couldn’t possibly disrupt things be-
cause it is an election year, right? That 
was one of the arguments I heard today 
why we can’t do anything about the 
border—it is an election year, and 
there are politics on the line. 

Mr. BIGGS. Well, so the question is 
really then are you content with ap-
proximately 5 million more people ille-
gally entering the country over the 
next 12 months or are you going to try 
to do something about it? Because 
302,000 plus at least—they acknowledge 
50,000 on the got-aways. They don’t 
know what the unknown got-aways 
are, but—a lot of people don’t this, but 
I am going to explain it. 

When you have a group that you 
can’t catch up to—and we get that a lot 
in Arizona. Arizona is the number one 
known got-away place. Why? Because 
it is rugged. It is really desolate. If you 
see a group, and you can’t tell how 
many it is, do you know what you get 
to mark down? Twenty plus. They 
count it as 20. It may be 75. It may be 
50. It may be 22. But it is inaccurate. 
And the people I talk to tell me it is at 
least one for one. If it is 50,000, it is 
100,000 because they don’t know what 
the real number is. That is 402,000 last 
month alone. And do you want to con-
tinue that? How can we as a country 
continue that? And they are coming 
from 170 different nations. 

Mr. PERRY. So in the 5 minutes we 
have remaining, now, Mr. CRANE is new 
here, so maybe he is excited to vote to 
continue that. I don’t think he is, but 
that is between him and his constitu-
ents. 

Mr. GOOD was here not this last 
Christmas last month but the Christ-
mas before, and we got a present from 
the United States Senate called an om-
nibus. Everything was in it: all kinds 
of spending, trillions of dollars, bad 
policy that is leading to the destruc-
tion of this country, including a wide- 
open border. 

If I am not mistaken, Mr. GOOD, you 
voted ‘‘no’’ on that. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. It was $1.6 
trillion, later increased and scored up 
to $4.6 trillion. And the deal that we 
heard about announced over the week-
end, the deal between Senate and 
House leadership is $1.66 trillion, $20 
billion higher than what the current 
score is for the omnibus that we appro-
priately attacked, criticized, and 
fought against a year ago. 

We are now being ask to vote for an 
increase in spending for the very poli-
cies that we campaign against, Mr. 
CRANE, Mr. BIGGS, that we run against, 
that we rail against, that are destroy-
ing the country, and the spending lev-
els that are bankrupting our kids and 
our grandkids while this border inva-
sion continues. 

Mr. PERRY. In the 4 minutes we 
have left, I am standing with great 
American patriots here that have de-
cided to serve in Congress, do the right 
thing no matter what Washington, 
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D.C., tells them. It seems to me—I 
don’t know, maybe I am cynical, 
maybe I am jaded—we are getting no 
help from our colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle on this border issue or 
on this spending issue. Likewise, we 
are getting little to no help from the 
other side of the building. 

Are we the only four Americans that 
care about this? There are other good 
colleagues here that care about it. 
Well, they are on this side of the aisle, 
and they are on this side of the build-
ing. Mr. BIGGS, is there anybody—you 
come from a State where there are 
Democrats elected. I come from Penn-
sylvania. We have 12.5, 13 million Penn-
sylvanians. During the course of the 4- 
year Biden administration there is 
going to be a whole new Pennsylvania 
in this country, right? That is how 
many people are coming. Do our 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
have no constituency that says, hold 
on a second, I am tired of paying for 
this? Mr. Speaker, is there anybody in 
your State on the other side of the 
aisle that will say I have had enough? 
Mr. BIGGS? 

Mr. BIGGS. I will tell you this: There 
may be three people over here I can 
name. I won’t name them to protect 
them because they always talk like 
they are going to help us out, but they 
don’t ever help us out. I love them to 
death, but they never quite can deliver 
it. But I will tell you, when you go 
along the border from RGV to San 
Ysidro, which is San Diego, and you go 
talk to the local folks, many of whom 
are Democrat leaders of those cities 
and those counties, they want some-
thing done. They will stand with you. 

And do you know what you guys 
heard in your group, and we happened 
to be there? They said shut the govern-
ment down until you shut the border 
down. And do you know what? That is 
a common sentiment all along the bor-
der. It is common in my district in Ari-
zona. And I have got a great plan for 
that, but I can’t introduce it in 2 min-
utes, but, Mr. Speaker, I will tell you, 
that is the facts. Even the Democrats 
who are facing the brunt of this—and I 
don’t care what New York is doing. 
You go tell the people down in Ajo, Ar-
izona, why they are getting overrun 
right now. They would like to hear it 
from you. 

Mr. PERRY. That is right. In the re-
maining 11⁄2 minutes, I will kind of end 
this where I started it out for all of us. 
We have got friends on the other side of 
the aisle here in this building, friends 
in the other party around the country 
in charge of cities, in charge of States. 
All of them are complaining. They are 
all complaining. This is a crisis. It is 
an emergency in our State. It is an 
emergency in our city and our commu-
nity. We have to have something done 
about it. 

I am still waiting. I am still waiting 
for the first one to say we are going to 
revoke the sanctuary city, the sanc-
tuary State status. But until that hap-
pens, Mr. Speaker, they are not serious 

about any of this. They don’t care 
about any of this. They don’t care 
about any of the citizens that elected 
them, that pay taxes in those political 
subdivisions. They don’t care about 
them. They want to appear to care, but 
they don’t care because they are allow-
ing this. They are not only allowing it 
like Secretary Mayorkas, like my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
and the other side of the building, they 
are not just allowing it; they are pro-
moting it. They want it to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would remind Members to direct 
all remarks to the Chair, to formally 
yield, and to reclaim time when under 
recognition. 

f 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
EXPENSING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Kansas (Mr. ESTES) for 
30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material on the subject of this Special 
Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, it is a new 

year, and the House is already busy 
tackling issues important to Ameri-
cans. Something that should be high on 
our list is advancing legislation that 
will benefit our economy, U.S. 
innovators, and American workers— 
and that is immediate R&D expensing. 

Tonight my colleagues and I want to 
talk about how this critical provision 
encourages research and development 
in the United States, and, in turn, 
helps fuel job growth and keeps manu-
facturing inside our borders. 

Recognizing this, for nearly 70 years 
the tax code allowed businesses to fully 
deduct their R&D expenses in the same 
year in which they were incurred. How-
ever, since the beginning of 2022, busi-
nesses have been required to spread 
out, or amortize, R&D expenses over 5 
years for domestic R&D or 15 years for 
foreign R&D. 

As you can see on this graph, since 
amortization took place, the growth 
rate of R&D spending has slowed dra-
matically from 6.6 percent on average 
over the previous 6 years to less than 
one half of 1 percent over the last 12 
months. 

This slump in U.S. R&D investment 
is hurting the American economy at a 
time when rising inflation is hurting 
workers and holding back job creators. 

As companies spend far less on R&D, 
the sector is down by more than 14,000 
jobs. Three-quarters of research and de-
velopment spending is on salaries and 

wages, making R&D amortization pri-
marily a jobs issue. 

On the other hand, our main compet-
itor, China, has seen its R&D invest-
ment increase by 400 percent in just 
two decades. While the United States’ 
share of global R&D investment in 2019 
had dropped to 30 percent, China’s 
share had moved up to 24 percent—in 
fact, up from 15 percent in 2009, a jump 
of nearly 10 percentage points in 10 
years. 

They achieved this impressive 
growth by implementing the deduction 
of 200 percent on eligible R&D invest-
ments. Without action, the United 
States will fall even further behind. 

But we have the solution, and it is 
backed by Members in 43 States and 
from both sides of the aisle. 

On tax day of this year, I reintro-
duced H.R. 2673, the American Innova-
tion and R&D Competitiveness Act. 
This bipartisan bill corrects the R&D 
amortization issue and will spur home-
grown research and development. And 
we know that where R&D occurs, jobs 
and economic opportunities follow. 

b 1900 

Mr. Speaker, the American Innova-
tion and R&D Competitive Business 
Act has 212 cosponsors in addition to 
myself and a lead Democrat. Those are 
nearly evenly split between Democrats 
and Republicans. It is the 17th most co-
sponsored piece of legislation in this 
Congress. Tonight, my colleagues are 
going to help me share the decisive dif-
ference it would make for workers and 
innovators in each of their districts. 

As I wrote in an op-ed in December, 
the best time to address R&D amorti-
zation was at the end of 2021. The best 
next time is now. We need to pass R&D 
immediate expensing for the American 
people and our U.S. economy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON), the chair 
of the Budget Committee and my good 
friend. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Kansas who 
represents a district that may be the 
second largest production ag district 
only to west Texas, the food, fuel, and 
fiber capital of the world. 

In all seriousness, spending is out of 
control like never before in this coun-
try. Our debt is unsustainable, which is 
an understatement, maybe the biggest 
one of the night, and America’s fiscal 
health is in rapid decline. 

What is the formula? Reverse Biden’s 
spending spree, right-size this bloated 
and weaponized bureaucracy, rein in 
mandatory spending, reform entitle-
ments, root out all of this trillions in 
waste and fraud, and then return to 
progrowth, prowork, proenergy poli-
cies. 

That last piece is critical. In order 
for us to bring this indebtedness in this 
great country of ours—it has surpassed 
World War II as the highest levels of 
indebtedness in the history of our 
country. We have to have growth. 
Growth is essential not only to reining 
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in deficits. It generates more revenue 
for the country and reduces spending 
by giving Americans better-paying jobs 
and allowing people to save and invest 
more of their hard-earned money. 

CBO projects over the next 10 years 
we will have a paltry 2 percent eco-
nomic growth. If we grow 1 more per-
cent, we can help bring the deficit 
down by $3 trillion. We need $16 tril-
lion, Mr. Speaker, in order to balance 
the budget, so growth will play a crit-
ical role. 

In 2017, Republicans and President 
Trump passed tax reform. After that, 
we saw unprecedented, record invest-
ment in R&D, capital investment, 
growth, job creation, lowest unemploy-
ment, lowest poverty rates, lifting 6 
million people out of poverty in this 
country. It had tremendous value to 
the country as a whole. All boats rose 
on the tide of prosperity. 

In fact, the CBO projected that we 
would only grow the revenue from the 
tax cuts by $327 billion in 2021, the year 
after, and the revenues actually grew 
by tens of billions more. The following 
year, 2022, the CBO projected $353 bil-
lion. They were off by $100 billion. We 
got record revenue. 

One of the biggest progrowth provi-
sions in the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was 
100 percent business expensing. We 
need to give businesses the certainty to 
make the investment, supercharge 
America’s competitiveness, and create 
more things in this country instead of 
depending on other countries for im-
portant products, making sure that we 
stave off what is projected to be a sus-
tained recession if not stagnation. 

We can do this, address inflation, 
save this country from a debt crisis, 
and reverse the curse of these failed 
economic policies and this unbridled 
spending. We can do it in part with 
progrowth, prowork, and proenergy 
policies. 

I am proud to work alongside my 
friend from Kansas, a true leader on 
the Budget Committee, on the Ways 
and Means Committee, and on all 
things progrowth and making America 
the most powerful, most prosperous 
Nation in the world. I thank Mr. ESTES 
for his leadership. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
ARRINGTON has obviously delved into 
this issue and particularly focused on 
economic growth and what the impact 
is in terms of the value for not just the 
economy and workers across the coun-
try but also the tax revenue to help 
make sure we can fund the operations 
here in government. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. HERN), the chair 
of the Republican Study Committee, a 
fellow member of the Ways and Means 
Committee, and my friend and neigh-
bor to the south. 

Mr. HERN. Mr. Speaker, it is great to 
see my colleague from Oklahoma from 
the Second District, our newest mem-
ber of our Oklahoma delegation. I cer-
tainly know where his heart is on these 
issues that American taxpayers rely on 

us to be responsible for and for the 
money to be put to good use. 

We have a critical tax cliff fast ap-
proaching at the end of 2025, with the 
majority of the TCJA’s progrowth tax 
policies expiring. We are already seeing 
the devastating economic effects of 
TCJA’s expired provisions, including 
the EBITDA interest deduction limita-
tion, immediate deduction of R&D, and 
100 percent bonus depreciation. 

Ernst & Young projects that over 10 
years, if the increased limitation on 
the interest deductibility is not re-
pealed, 900,000 jobs will be lost; em-
ployee compensation will be reduced by 
$58 billion; and GDP will fall by more 
than $108 billion. 

Twenty-six OECD countries use earn-
ings before interest, tax, depreciation, 
and amortization, otherwise known as 
EBITDA, as an earnings-stripping 
limit, and zero countries in the OECD 
use the new U.S. EBIT-based limita-
tion. 

This stricter limitation on businesses 
will fall on the American worker in the 
form of lower wages and employment 
and make the U.S. less competitive in 
the global marketplace. We need to re-
store the EBITDA interest deduction 
limitation immediately. 

Since the harmful R&D amortization 
requirement took effect in 2022, R&D 
spending’s rate of growth has slowed 
dramatically, from 6.6 percent on aver-
age over the previous 5 years to less 
than 1 percent over the past 12 months. 

China continues to offer a 200 percent 
super-deduction for R&D, and the 
United States remains uncompetitive 
at 20 percent. We need to restore imme-
diate deduction for R&D costs, some-
thing that has been around since the 
middle 1950s. 

Bonus depreciation will continue to 
ramp down for ensuing years: 80 per-
cent in 2023, 60 percent for this year, 40 
percent for 2025, 20 percent for 2026, and 
zero percent beginning in 2027. 

Last year, the U.K. announced its 
commitment to make permanent its 
progrowth policy for full expensing. 
The U.S. should be looking to do the 
same to remain competitive in the 
global marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, this is more than just 
an economic issue. This is a national 
security issue. How can we expect to 
compete with China when it is more ex-
pensive to invest, innovate, and grow 
here in the United States of America? 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, Mr. HERN 
highlighted that it is so important for 
us to have a strong America. It means 
we need to have a strong economy and 
good-paying jobs for workers, which 
means we need to have these provisions 
that make things work and make the 
economy grow. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from West Virginia (Mrs. MIL-
LER), a member of the Ways and Means 
Committee and a good friend of mine. 

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to express my 
support for American innovation and 
to highlight the importance of a 
progrowth tax code. 

The United States was built on re-
sourcefulness and good ideas. The de-
sire to be successful in whatever we do 
has made America the top place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 

Part of what makes the United 
States the best place in the world to do 
business is that we respect our work-
force and encourage them to think out-
side of the box. 

Because of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, our tax code was strengthened, 
jobs were created, and the economy 
flourished. Some of the provisions have 
now expired. It is a problem. It is im-
perative that we make the TCJA per-
manent. 

For example, if we cement the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act, we can reverse the 
current limitation on the deductibility 
of interest payments on business loans. 
That will save over 850,000 American 
jobs. 

Another example is in research and 
development. While it was once a paid 
expense, R&D is now a cost that many 
small businesses cannot afford. China 
is subsidizing their R&D costs, giving 
them a huge advantage over the United 
States. Modernization and national se-
curity shouldn’t suffer because of any 
lapsed tax change. 

Our tax code should work for Amer-
ican workers and businesses and not 
against them. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. ESTES for 
this Special Order tonight. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I am glad 
Mrs. MILLER highlighted the impact on 
small businesses because that is one of 
the things that sometimes we think 
about, business provisions that affect 
large businesses, but small businesses 
are greatly affected as well by some of 
these provisions just because of being 
able to manage their cash flow. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF), another 
good friend of mine who is also on the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Mr. KUSTOFF. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
our colleague from Kansas for getting 
this together this evening to discuss 
our important issues so the American 
public can hear from us. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak 
about three progrowth tax policies that 
are critical for businesses and workers 
across west Tennessee and across the 
Nation: bonus depreciation, business 
interest deductibility, and immediate 
expensing for research and develop-
ment costs. These policies help busi-
nesses grow, create jobs, and invest in 
our communities. 

It is crucial that Congress extend 
these policies to ensure our tax code 
remains competitive and encourages 
economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans passed the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017, and it 
led to one of the strongest economies 
in our Nation’s history. 

One important piece of the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, known as bonus depre-
ciation, allows businesses to fully and 
immediately deduct the cost of certain 
capital investments. If we want busi-
nesses to continue investing in their 
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workers and in their future, bonus de-
preciation must be extended. 

Domestic investment will also be 
strengthened by restoring business in-
terest deductibility. Interest deduct-
ibility has served as a vital tool for 
manufacturing and other capital-inten-
sive businesses. Restoring this provi-
sion will protect American jobs and 
keep manufacturing right here at home 
in the U.S. 

Mr. Speaker, for decades, America 
has been the global leader in innova-
tion and the go-to destination for 
startups and entrepreneurs. It is im-
portant that we keep it that way. 

Allowing U.S. businesses to imme-
diately deduct research and develop-
ment costs will lead to more innova-
tion, more domestic investment, and 
more jobs. 

I have heard from west Tennessee 
businesses, large, medium, and small, 
and they are asking Congress to pass 
these three provisions. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my col-
leagues in the House of Representa-
tives to stand with American busi-
nesses and workers and extend these 
critical provisions. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank Mr. 
KUSTOFF. It is so important, as he 
highlighted, to have innovation and to 
support that so that we can have good 
economic growth. That is a key thing 
that has always helped America over 
the long term. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. MOORE), the vice chair-
man of the House Republican Con-
ference and a fellow member serving on 
the Ways and Means Committee. 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this evening, along with my col-
leagues, in support of critical 
progrowth tax policies House Repub-
licans are supporting to bolster good- 
paying jobs and strong wage growth for 
earners. These are solutions that will 
ultimately help Utah families flourish 
and help the entire Nation. 

We have seen that tax policy can 
make a difference for the American 
people. In 2018 and 2019, following the 
passage of TCJA, real median house-
hold income rose by $5,000 and real 
wage growth increased 4.9 percent, the 
fastest 2-year growth in real wages in 
over 20 years. 

Since then, we have seen the expira-
tion of three important tax provisions 
that support these job creators and 
workers. It is not an exaggeration to 
say that my team and I have had thou-
sands of conversations over the last 
few years about how these provisions 
contribute to the ability of businesses 
to expand, innovate, and invest in 
workers, communities, and the econ-
omy. These include the ability to im-
mediately deduct R&D expenses, the 
more generous limitation on business 
interest expenses, and the 100 percent 
bonus depreciation for equipment and 
vehicles. These provisions of the tax 
code were crucial for job creators, 
workers, and their families in Utah. 

Lastly, according to SBA, over 600,000 
Utahns are employed by small busi-

nesses. My Small Business Growth Act, 
which would lift the deduction cap for 
qualifying equipment for small busi-
nesses, would help these small busi-
nesses grow their workforce in north-
ern Utah. 

Mr. Speaker, I will close by noting 
that these policies are fundamentally 
about the American workers in every 
congressional district across the coun-
try and the investments that we can 
make in them as well as their families 
and their communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to work together to get these 
policies over the finish line. 

b 1915 
Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 

gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE). It 
is important to talk about these very 
important issues. 

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire how 
much time is remaining. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Kansas has 11 minutes re-
maining. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. YAKYM), who has shown great in-
terest in being engaged in this issue of 
how do we actually reinstate the R&D 
immediate expensing. 

Mr. YAKYM. I thank the gentleman 
from Kansas, my good friend, for the 
time and for organizing this important 
event and for this Special Order. 

I also thank the gentleman for his 
leadership on promoting pro-growth re-
search and development policies. 

Mr. Speaker, we are living through a 
time of great economic uncertainty 
created by the Biden administration. 

This Republican House has an oppor-
tunity to provide some certainty to all 
American families and businesses by 
bringing back full and immediate de-
ductions for research and development, 
capital expenditures, as well as by 
undoing lower interest deductibility 
limitations. Doing so would help create 
high-quality, good-paying jobs across 
our economy for businesses of all 
shapes and sizes. 

My district in northern Indiana is no 
different. Many Hoosier companies 
have reached out to tell me what fixing 
those provisions would mean to them. 

A major medical device company in 
my district had a $60 million impact in 
2022, because they couldn’t fully deduct 
their research and development ex-
penses, and they expect a similar hit 
for 2023. That is a huge sum of money 
to be sucked out of our local economy 
unnecessarily. 

However, the impacts aren’t just felt 
in large gashes. There are thousands of 
less-visible cuts across Main Streets in 
my district, in our State, and across 
our country. 

Family owned restaurants have told 
me they are putting off buying new 
kitchen equipment. Engineering firms 
that build our roads and bridges are 
holding off on new cutting-edge soft-
ware. Also, suppliers to the R.V. and 
auto industry are spending less money 
on new machinery. 

Mr. Speaker, the small businesses 
that are the engines of our economy 
have sand in their gears, and we have 
an opportunity to fix it. 

About a month and a half ago, I was 
proud to lead a letter to Speaker MIKE 
JOHNSON signed by 145 of my non-Ways 
and Means colleagues calling for the 
return of full expensing for R&D and 
capital expenditures, as well as pro- 
growth interest deductibility. The high 
turnout shows just how important 
these provisions are to small busi-
nesses and workers across our great 
Nation. 

I know my friend, Ways and Means 
Chairman JASON SMITH, is hard at work 
on negotiations to fix these provisions. 
I hope both sides can come together on 
an agreement that provides wins for 
hardworking Hoosiers of Indiana’s Sec-
ond District. 

I want to close by thanking Mr. 
ESTES once more for his leadership in 
organizing this Special Order. 

Mr. ESTES. I thank the gentleman. 
It is so important that the gentleman 
has taken such an active interest. 

I now recognize for 2 minutes the 
gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
STRONG), a friend of mine, and a good 
guy. 

Mr. STRONG. I thank the gentleman 
from Kansas for yielding. 

I rise to support the extension of 
critical provisions from President 
Trump’s signature tax law, the 2017 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. This tax policy 
unleashes America’s ingenuity and the 
full potential of the American econ-
omy. It helps individuals and families 
take home more pay each month. It 
supports American investments in re-
search and development. It signals to 
our business community that America 
values and supports domestic innova-
tion. 

This tax policy is also necessary to 
stay ahead of global competitors. 
Small businesses in north Alabama di-
rectly benefit from research and devel-
opment expensing. It allows them to 
reinvest in their products and people. 
It stimulates the economy, encourages 
investment, and creates jobs. 

President Trump’s legislation started 
an era of increased investment in the 
U.S. and produced an economy with 
record gains. If we fail to extend this 
critical tax provision, we fail American 
businesses. 

I urge Congress to act and extend 
these provisions. 

Mr. ESTES. I thank the gentleman 
for speaking about some of the impor-
tant impacts on businesses within his 
district. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. DE LA CRUZ). 

Ms. De La CRUZ. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for hosting this 
Special Order. 

I stand before you today as a mom 
and a lifelong small business owner to 
champion the cause of small businesses 
by encouraging my colleagues to work 
swiftly to extend three vital tax provi-
sions from the TCJA. 
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These provisions include the full ex-

pensing of critical research and devel-
opment, the full expensing of invest-
ments in new equipment, machinery, 
and technology, and also business in-
terest deductibility. 

These provisions are tools that em-
power small businesses to drive innova-
tion, create jobs, and make ‘‘el Sueno 
Americano,’’ ‘‘the American Dream,’’ a 
reality for families all across America. 

I urge my colleagues to join me. 
Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, it is great 

that we have so many people from so 
many different districts talking about 
issues that are important to them and 
seeing the wide impact across the 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I recognize for 2 min-
utes the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
MORAN), another member of the Texas 
delegation, and a good friend of mine. 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, more jobs, 
better pay, and a stronger economy— 
that is the result when taxes are low. 

I rise today in support of extending 
the pro-growth tax provisions of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 that are 
critical to families and businesses, 
items like immediate R&D expensing 
and allowing for full bonus deprecia-
tion in the year in which those ex-
penses were incurred. 

Through provisions like these, the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 ushered 
in a competitive Tax Code that encour-
aged companies to invest in American 
jobs, and it served as a catalyst for in-
novation nationwide. These provisions 
lifted more than 6 million people out of 
poverty, grew wages by 4.9 percent, and 
spurred American innovation to new 
heights. 

Also, these pro-business and pro-fam-
ily tax provisions will play a vital role 
in advancing the American economy, 
boosting wages, and maintaining U.S. 
competitiveness worldwide into the fu-
ture, but only if we make them perma-
nent. 

Unfortunately, allowing these pro- 
growth tax provisions expire or remain 
expired would be devastating to our 
economy. They would slow the econ-
omy, decrease wages, halt job growth, 
and stifle investment and innovation. 
This is not the direction that hard-
working Americans want us to go. This 
is not the direction of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand with American 
businesses and hardworking Americans 
everywhere, including in east Texas 
that I represent, and I encourage my 
colleagues to make these expiring tax 
provisions permanent. We must act 
now to make these provisions perma-
nent and reduce the tax burdens on our 
businesses, to see our economy thrive 
and grow and to see our families ben-
efit as a result. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman participating and 
highlighting how important it is in the 
Congressman’s district and the impact 
on that part of the country in Texas. 

Wichita, where I am from, is known 
as the Air Capital of the World for its 
pioneering role in the early days in 

American aviation. Today, in south 
central Kansas, it is brimming with 
companies continuing to push the lim-
its of the aerospace industry, including 
in general and commercial aviation, 
but also space, defense, and unmanned 
aircraft systems. 

All of these new advances in Kansas 
that developers, engineers, and manu-
facturers want require technology, and 
they require research and development, 
but these innovators tell me that the 
incentive just isn’t there. Knowing 
that they have to amortize their R&D 
costs prohibits them from pursuing 
these technological advances. Let’s 
change that by restoring immediate 
R&D expensing. 

As I mentioned earlier, R&D expens-
ing is primarily a jobs issue, and, with-
out an incentive for home-grown R&D, 
the U.S. loses out on creating new jobs. 
As the R&D Coalition says, for every $1 
billion of U.S. R&D spending, 17,000 
jobs earning $1.4 billion are supported 
in the United States. 

They also note that, if the R&D am-
ortization policy is not reversed, the 
United States stands to lose 410,000 
jobs, $57.5 billion in labor income, and 
$71 billion in R&D spending over the 
next year, and it is going to make 
America less competitive on the world 
stage. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the Members 
who shared their experiences and what 
we have heard from districts all across 
the country on this very important 
issue. As we have discussed here to-
night, R&D expensing legislation is 
critical for our job creators, 
innovators, and everyday Americans. 
The health of our economy depends on 
us passing this bipartisan, common-
sense legislation. 

The legislation has broad support 
from Members in 43 States and both 
parties. As I said in my opening re-
marks and in the op-ed last month, the 
time to address R&D amortization may 
have been at the end of 2021, but with 
the start of the new tax-filing season a 
few weeks away, the next best time is 
now. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT 
R. HREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9th, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California, Mr. KILEY, 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I take a 
moment tonight to share with people 
across America a little bit about the 
life of an extraordinary person from 
my district, Bob Hren. 

There are so many things I could say 
about Bob. He was a great friend of 
mine. He had the best sense of humor. 
He was an extraordinary leader, and he 
was just a great man. 

In the world of politics, you will not 
find a better man. He was just so clear-
ly in it for the right reasons. He be-

lieved in this country. He wanted to do 
everything that he could to make his 
community in Nevada County a better 
place. 

There are so many things I could tell 
you about Bob that whatever I might 
say would actually pale in comparison 
to a beautiful tribute that was pre-
pared by his wife, Cindy, as well as his 
friend and associate and successor, Mac 
Young. 

Cindy is a wonderful, wonderful 
woman who was always by Bob’s side 
at events. They were truly a team. 

In addition, Mac worked very closely 
with him on everything he did in Ne-
vada County and is now doing a tre-
mendous job of filling his very, very 
big shoes as the head of the Nevada 
County Republican Party. 

This is the tribute that was prepared 
by Cindy and Mac: 

Robert Ralph Hren was an out-
standing citizen who dedicated his life 
to making a positive difference in the 
world. A loving husband of 50 years and 
father of two sons, he was a beacon of 
light for his family and community. 

Born in Chisholm, northern Min-
nesota, on September 19, 1948, and 
passed away peacefully from multiple 
strokes on September 26, 2023. 

Bob had a way of seeing the goodness 
and the potential in people. Even when 
facing adversity, Bob gained respect 
from others for his fair and calm man-
ner. He was a mentor and guidance 
counselor to many. He approached life 
with his dry sense of humor, kindness, 
determination, and forward thinking. 

Bob gained more than 40 years of ex-
perience in the electric power genera-
tion field. He combined his technical 
expertise as a mechanical engineer and 
legal knowledge with his law degree to 
work as a project development man-
ager for Bechtel Enterprises, Incor-
porated. He focused on the develop-
ment, construction, ownership, and op-
eration of electric-generation facili-
ties. He traveled worldwide to develop 
projects in Japan, New Zealand, Brazil, 
Mexico, Canada, and across the United 
States. 

Bob joined International Generating 
Company, Intergen, as vice president in 
1999 and opened an office in Sac-
ramento in 2001 to respond to the Cali-
fornia energy crisis and develop new 
power projects. His two notable natural 
gas projects that he legislated and 
oversaw the development of are now 
bringing power to citizens through 
Roseville Electric and the Ocotillo 
plant in Palm Springs. 

In 2002, Bob became an independent 
consultant through his company, Vista 
Enterprises, and brought his expertise 
to advise solar energy companies, such 
as NextLight and Eight Minute En-
ergy—that is the amount of time it 
takes to receive energy from the Sun. 

He retired from the energy con-
sulting business in 2016 to dedicate his 
time to his family, hobbies, and trav-
eling to favorite destinations in the 
U.S. and abroad. 

Bob loved gardening and was known 
for growing an abundance of large, lus-
cious tomatoes. He would plant up to 
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98 plants in raised beds, creating a to-
mato forest. When his wife objected 
after processing them, he said: Okay, I 
only planted 49 this year. 

b 1930 

Bob was passionate about making his 
award-winning wines that he distrib-
uted and enjoyed with family and 
friends. Having sampled some myself, 
Mr. Speaker, I can tell you they are 
truly outstanding. 

In 2017, Bob was elected chair of the 
Nevada County Republican Party. He 
dedicated over 6 years to growing the 
party into what it is today. He re-
cruited candidates for local county of-
fices and supported their efforts to win. 
He led fundraising events by organizing 
and presenting dinners and other 
events to establish the largest reserve 
fund in our local party’s history. He re-
cruited volunteers to help at events, 
established a Republican headquarters, 
and managed the daily activities, 
meetings, and issues of the party. 

Bob was good at managing people, 
keeping calm and order, even when de-
bates became heated. He could subdue 
controversy in disputes and recognized 
the innate good in people. Bob used his 
practical experience in negotiations 
with both friends and adversaries to 
advance the prospects for Republican 
candidates and issues. 

His colleagues at the Nevada County 
Republican Party knew Bob as a 
thoughtful and reasoned leader who 
carefully weighed the ramifications of 
each decision. He applied his engineer-
ing mindset in planning large and 
impactful projects. His technological 
mind understood the value of digital 
campaigning for the 21st century. He 
was a key figure in several Statewide 
initiatives that fundamentally changed 
the political dynamic in California. 

Bob left a legacy that made a posi-
tive difference in many, many lives and 
in our entire community. His presence 
is greatly missed, and his legacy will 
be felt for a long, long time to come. 

INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR RULE 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, the Depart-

ment of Labor has just announced its 
so-called independent contractor rule 
which severely restricts or even elimi-
nates gig work, freelancing, self-em-
ployment, and alternate work arrange-
ments that 70 million Americans have 
chosen. 

With this unilateral action, the 
Biden administration has taken a 
sledgehammer to the American work-
force putting millions of livelihoods at 
risk. This is not a matter of specula-
tion. We have already seen the damage 
this policy has caused in California. 

Biden’s rule is modeled on Califor-
nia’s infamous AB 5 law which was 
signed by Gavin Newsom in 2019 and 
which Newsom’s own deputy chief of 
staff called ‘‘one of the most destruc-
tive pieces of legislation in the past 20 
years.’’ 

Countless livelihoods have been de-
stroyed with the law’s victims coming 
from over 600 professions. That is the 

stark reality, and that is what is now 
in store for workers across the entire 
country. 

As a warning to those who could see 
their life’s work taken from them by 
this new policy, I wanted to take a few 
minutes to highlight each and every 
one of those 600 professions, 600 profes-
sions that have been devastated by AB 
5 in California and that the Biden ad-
ministration is now targeting Nation-
wide: 

3D animators; 3D designers; accom-
panists; actors; acupuncturists; ad-
junct faculty; adult performers; aerobic 
instructors; after-school program ven-
dors; animal shelter consultants; ani-
mal trainers; animators; announcers; 
antique property appraisers; appoint-
ment setters; architectural designers; 
architectural rendering illustrators; 
art appraisers; art consultants; art cu-
rators; art teachers; art therapists; art-
ists; ASL/CDI interpreters; athletic 
coaches; auctioneers; audio engineers; 
audio mixers; audio techs; audiovisual 
techs; authors; babysitters; ballet com-
panies; ballet dancers; ballet musi-
cians; balloon artists; bandleaders; bar-
bershop quartets; bartenders, bee-
keepers; bloggers; boat captains; boat 
hull divers; body painting artists; body 
piercers; bookkeepers; brand ambas-
sadors; brand advertising and design 
professionals; bubble fairies; 
bubbleologists; bug bounty programs; 
building inspectors; burlesque dancers; 
CAD designers; cake decorators; cam 
girls; camera directors; camera opera-
tors; camera techs; cancer registrars; 
captioners; caricature artists; care-
givers; cartographers; cartoonists; ca-
sino night dealers; casting assistants; 
casting directors; catastrophe adjust-
ers; caterers; celebrity impersonators; 
certified athletic trainers; childbirth 
educators; children’s theater compa-
nies; chiropractors; choir directors; 
choreographers; Christmas carolers; 
churches; cinematographers; circus 
performers; clergy; closed captioners; 
clowns; club industry; college admis-
sions consultants; color guard instruc-
tors; columnists; comedians; commer-
cial drone pilots; commercial pro-
ducers; community playhouses; com-
posers; computer consultants; com-
puter programmers; computer techni-
cians; computer validation; computer 
independent testers; concealed carry 
weapons instructors; construction 
workers; consultants; content artists; 
content developers; contract reviewers; 
contract tech writers; contributing edi-
tors; convention booth installers; con-
vention decorators; copyeditors; copy-
writers; costume designers; costumed 
characters; counselors; court reporters; 
digital court reporters; notaries; CPR/ 
first aid instructors; creative directors; 
crop dusters; crowd funding specialists; 
cultural music and dance groups; dance 
studio owners; dance teachers; dance 
troupes; dancers; dental billers; dental 
consultants; dental technicians; deposi-
tion reporters; designers; dieticians; 
digital animators; digital imaging 
technicians; digital marketing consult-

ants; digital marketing specialists; di-
rectors of operations; disaster cleanup 
services; DJs; dog groomers; dog train-
ers; doulas; drafters; drag queen per-
formers; dress designers; drivers; edi-
tors; education counselors; education 
specialists; embroiders; emcees; emer-
gency/disaster response services; engi-
neers; entertainers; environmental en-
gineers; environmental inspectors; en-
vironmental planning consultants; en-
vironmental technicians; equestrian 
professionals; ESL teachers; 
estheticians; ethical hackers; event 
carpenters; event coordinators; event 
crew; event EMT/paramedics; event flo-
rists; event planners; event producers; 
event production assistants; event pro-
duction managers; event riggers; event 
staff members; event technologists; ex-
ecutive coaches; executive recruiters; 
exhibit installation technicians; fab-
ricators; face painting artists; family 
caregivers; farm consultants; farriers; 
festival producers; festivals. 

In film, TV, and presentations you 
have animators; art directors; assist-
ant cameramen; assistant directors; as-
sistant video editors; boom operators; 
cameramen; casting personnel; color-
ists; composers; costumers; COVID 
compliance officers; crafts services; 
deck managers; dialect coaches; drone 
operators; editors; electricians; execu-
tive producers; foley artists; foley engi-
neers; gaffers; grips; hairstylists; jib 
and crane operators; line producers; lo-
cations scouts; makeup artists; 
narrators; producers; production assist-
ants; production coordinators; produc-
tion managers; prop personnel; script 
supervisors; script writers; set con-
struction personnel; set designers; set 
medics; sound design artists; sound 
recordists; special effects artists; spe-
cial effects personnel; stage managers; 
stunt coordinators; stuntmen/women; 
talent agents; teleprompter operators; 
transportation personnel; visual effects 
artists; voice teachers; wardrobe art-
ists; storyboard artists; digital info 
technicians; and finally within film 
and TV presentations, directors. 

Also included in the list are finance 
experts; fire performers; fitness in-
structors; fly fishing guides; food 
deliverers; forensic cleaners; forensic 
nurses; foresters; franchisee business 
owners; funeral officiants; game devel-
opers; genealogists; golf caddies; grant 
researchers; graphic designers; handy-
men; health coaches; healthcare IT 
professionals; hearing reporters; high 
school and college sports reporters; ho-
listic healers; home health care pro-
viders; home health rehabilitation 
therapists; home health social workers; 
home organizers; home school program 
vendors; home services providers; horse 
ranches; horse trainers; horseback 
riding instructors; hypnotherapists; il-
lustrators; independent filmmaking 
crews; independent owner-operator 
truckers; indie film documentarians; 
indie film producers; insurance adjust-
ers; insurance brokers; insurance in-
spectors; interpreters; interventionists; 
IT consultants; IT techs; journalists; 
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audio journalists, radio journalists, 
TV; film and theater productions; jug-
glers; keynote speakers; lactation con-
sultants; landscape designers; legal 
support; legal transcriptionists; life 
coaches; lifeguards; lighting designers; 
lighting directors; lighting techni-
cians; live caricaturists; livestreamers; 
loan agents; loan officers; location 
managers; logging-based owner opera-
tors; luthiers (guitar makers); magi-
cians; makeup artists; manicurists; 
mariachi bands; market analysts; mar-
keting and ad agencies; marriage and 
family therapists; massage therapists; 
medical billing specialists; medical 
models; medical transcriptionists; 
medical translators; meeting and con-
ventions planners; mental health pro-
fessionals; metal fabricators; midwives; 
model builders; models; mold makers; 
mortgage bankers; mortgage brokers; 
mortgage field inspectors; movement 
instructors; Mrs. Clauses; multimedia 
artists; museum consultants; museum 
mountmakers; music arrangers; music 
composers; music contractors; music 
copyists; music directors; music pro-
ducers; music tour managers; music 
transcribers; musical instrument mak-
ers; musical instrument teachers; mu-
sical theater; musician production 
crews; casual musicians; church musi-
cians; musician headliners at venue 
with 1,500 attendees; musical theater, 
musicians - not more than once a week 
at same venue; musicians orchestral; 
musicians symphony; musicians theme 
parks; musicians touring; newspaper 
delivery carriers; non-profit assistants; 
notaries; nude models; nurse anes-
thetists; nurse educators; nurse mid-
wives; nurse practitioners; nurses; nu-
tritionists; occupational therapists; 
off-duty security; online event pro-
ducers; online teachers; opera; opera 
companies; opera singers; optometrists; 
orchestra conductors; orchestra man-
agers; orchestrators; PA announcers; 
paralegals; party planners; pattern 
makers/accessory designers; pediatric 
therapists; performing arts instructors; 
personal assistants; personal chefs; per-
sonal property appraisers; personal 
trainers; pet sitters; pharmacists; 
phlebotomists; photo booth operators; 
photo digital techs; photo editor; 
photojournalists; photo shoot animal 
trainers; photo shoot assistants (first, 
second, third); photo shoot digital 
techs; photo shoot hair stylists/ 
groomers; photo shoot location man-
agers; photo shoot makeup artists; 
photo shoot nail techs; photo shoot on- 
set teachers; photo shoot PAs; photo 
shoot photographer; photo shoot post- 
production; photo shoot producers; 
photo shoot production design; photo 
shoot set construction; photo shoot set 
dressers; photo shoot wardrobe; photo 
digital techs; photo stylist assistants; 
photographers; photographers’ assist-
ants; physical therapists; physiology 
specialists; pianists; piano teachers; 
picture editors; pilates instructors; 
pilates studios; placenta encapsulators; 
podcast producers/managers; political 
petitioners; pool cleaners; post-produc-

tion captioners; premium auditors; 
presentation designers; presentation 
specialists; press photographers; prin-
cess parties for children; process serv-
ers; production assistants; production 
managers; production runners; pro-
grammers; projectionists; proofreaders; 
property inspectors; property man-
agers; psychic readers; 
psychotherapists; public relations prac-
titioners; public relations 
spokespeople; publicists; publishers; 
puppeteers; pyrotechnicians; rabbis; 
radio engineers; real estate appraisers; 
real estate photographers; real estate 
stagers; realtime captioners; recipe de-
velopers; recording studios; recruiters; 
referees; rehab specialists; reiki thera-
pists; reiki/meditation/mindfulness 
teachers; remediators; researchers; 
resin casters; respiratory therapists; 
rig welders; rural residents; S Corps; 
safety and loss control inspectors; 
Santa Clauses; Santa’s helpers; school 
picture photographers; scopists; screen-
writers; seamstresses; seasonal festival 
crafters/performers; security officers; 
seniors/retirees; set designers; sheep 
shearers; sheetmetal workers; ship dis-
mantlers; shorthand reporters—cer-
tified; show caller; sign makers; signa-
ture gatherers; singers; single mothers; 
small business owners; social media 
managers; social workers (licensed 
clinical); software developers; software 
product management; sommeliers; 
songwriters; sound designers; sound en-
gineers; sound mixers; sound practi-
tioners; special education services; spe-
cial effects artists; special inspector— 
construction; speech language patholo-
gists; speech therapists; speechwriters; 
spoken language interpreters; 
spokesmodels; sports psychologists; 
sports registrars; stage directors; stage 
manager; stagehands; State contrac-
tors; statisticians; stay-at-home moms; 
stenographers; stilt walkers; story tell-
ers; storyboard artists; strike crews; 
strike crews (theatrical); strippers/ex-
otic dancers; students (college/univer-
sity); studio owners; stunt specialists 
(auto, combat, water, aerial, etcetera); 
stylists; substitute teachers for private 
schools; subtitlers; summer day camps; 
survival skills experts; tailors; talent 
agents; talent managers; Tarot card 
readers; tattoo artists; tax preparers; 
teaching artists; tech support techni-
cians; tech startup founders; technical 
directors; technical writers; tele-
marketers; telephonic interpreters; 
teleprompter operators; tennis coaches; 
tennis pros; terminal managers; test 
proctors; testers (independent); theater 
actors; theater companies; theater de-
signers; theater directors; theater elec-
tricians; theater stage managers; the-
atrical technical designers; timber 
cruisers; timber fallers; tour guides; 
tour managers; transcribers; trans-
lators; travel directors; traveling 
butchers; truckers—independent 
owner-operators; tutors; TV post pro-
ducers; umpires; vacation rental clean-
ers; vacation rental site managers; va-
riety artists; ventriloquists; venue 
owners; video crews; video editors; 

video engineers; video game developers; 
video production companies; video 
switchers; videographers; virtual as-
sistants; virtual call center agents; vir-
tual office managers; vocal coaches; 
voiceover artists; wardrobe stylists; 
web designers; web developers; wedding 
caterers; wedding florists; wedding 
makeup artists; wedding officiants; 
wedding photographers; wedding plan-
ners; wedding stylists; wedding 
videographers; window/door installers; 
women’s self-defense instructors; work-
shop leaders; writers; yacht captains; 
yoga instructors; yoga studios; youth 
athletic coaches; youth orchestras; 
youth theaters; and YouTube creators. 

Mr. Speaker, those are the 600 profes-
sions where people in California have 
had their livelihoods taken from them 
by AB 5 and where people across the 
United States will have their liveli-
hoods taken from them under this new 
regulation that has just been issued by 
Joe Biden’s Department of Labor. In 
fact, the long and short of it is an eco-
nomic analysis by the Chamber of 
Progress shows that the full-time or 
part-time jobs that between 3.2 and 3.8 
million independent contractors could 
be lost because of this new rule. 

That is equivalent to roughly one- 
half of the jobs lost in the Great Reces-
sion, and up to 70 million Americans 
who engage in independent work could 
be negatively affected and lose the 
workplace flexibility that they have 
chosen. 

Now, because AB 5 is so toxic, there 
has been an effort to try to disasso-
ciate this new rule from AB 5 by say-
ing: No, this is not the same thing. 

In fact, Julie Su, when she testified 
before our Education and Workforce 
Committee, when I asked her if AB 5 
was a good law, she couldn’t even say 
one way or the other even though she 
herself was the architect and chief en-
forcer of that law. 

Nonetheless, the reality is this: We 
know that the independent contractor 
rule just announced by the Biden Labor 
Department is designed to do the exact 
same thing as AB 5. 

How do we know that? 
First, President Biden has cited AB 5 

expressly as his ‘‘model’’ for labor pol-
icy nationwide. Second, Biden tried to 
get the exact language of AB 5 through 
Congress with the PRO Act and only 
resorted to agency rulemaking when 
that failed. 

b 1945 
Third, the factors set forth in the 

independent contractor rule are plainly 
designed to mimic AB 5 as closely as 
possible while giving the enforcer of 
the rule maximum discretion to en-
force it as they see fit. 

Fourth, and perhaps most tellingly, 
Biden has nominated the architect and 
chief enforcer of AB 5 itself, Julie Su, 
elevating her from her State role in 
California to be his Secretary of Labor 
and enforce the new independent con-
tractor rule. 

Biden, in fact, is so desperate to na-
tionalize AB 5 that he has even law-
lessly installed Julie Su as permanent 
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Acting Secretary despite the Senate re-
jecting her nomination. 

Once more, the damage from this 
rule would be even more far-reaching 
than AB 5, not just in terms of the 
scale and scope of a nationwide policy 
but also because AB 5 contained many 
exceptions. Well over a hundred profes-
sions were exempted from being sub-
ject to the law. There are no such ex-
ceptions in the new DOL rule, meaning 
many more professions will be en-
snared. 

We are going to fight this new rule in 
every way that we can. First, as soon 
as the rule gets transmitted to Con-
gress, which will be any day now, I am 
introducing legislation under the Con-
gressional Review Act to nullify it. 
This is a fast-track procedure by which 
Congress can override a rule imposed 
by an executive agency. 

Second, I have secured language in 
the base text of the Education and 
Labor appropriations bill providing 
that no funds may be spent by the De-
partment of Labor to enforce the rule. 
That would effectively render it a dead 
letter. 

Third, I have joined with Representa-
tive ELISE STEFANIK to author the 
Modern Worker Empowerment Act, 
which creates a clear definition and 
standard across Federal laws to protect 
independent workers. 

Fourth, I have introduced the De-
partment of Labor Succession Act, 
which has already passed the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee, 
to stop Julie Su, the architect of AB 5, 
from continuing to act as Secretary of 
Labor despite the Senate rejecting her 
nomination. 

Fifth, I expect there will be legal 
challenges to the new rule, based both 
on the dubious legality of Su remain-
ing in power and the overly broad na-
ture of the rule itself. 

Finally, as the chair of the House 
Subcommittee on Workforce Protec-
tions, I will continue to conduct rig-
orous oversight of the Department of 
Labor, and we will do everything pos-
sible to protect workers against over-
reaching policies, which is going to be-
come especially necessary now because 
we know the way that Julie Su handled 
AB 5. 

She even previewed it. This is what 
she said after the law had been signed, 
but before it went into effect. Su said: 
‘‘We will be doing investigations and 
audits.’’ She threatened fines and pen-
alties so that, and this is a quote, 
‘‘those who want to comply with the 
need to reclassify can do so and those 
who don’t will understand that is not 
the kind of economy we want in Cali-
fornia.’’ 

‘‘Not the kind of economy we want in 
California.’’ Julie Su didn’t want an 
economy in California where you can 
pursue your calling, support your fam-
ily on your own terms, and thrive. She 
doesn’t want that for America either. 
That is why Joe Biden has selected her 
for Secretary of Labor, to wage his war 
on independent contractors. 

Our committee has a very different 
vision for the American workforce. We 
believe in promoting work and sup-
porting workers. We believe inde-
pendent contractors are critical to the 
21st century economy. We will protect 
the freedom of Americans to earn a liv-
ing as they choose. We will fight every 
effort to take that right away. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 48 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, January 12, 2024, at 9 
a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–2914. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Office of Civil Rights, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting 
the Department’s Major final rule — Safe-
guarding the Rights of Conscience as Pro-
tected by Federal Statutes (RIN: 0945-AA18) 
received January 10, 2024, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–2915. A letter from the Regulations Co-
ordinator, Office of the National Coordinator 
for Health IT, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Health Data, 
Technology, and Interoperability: Certifi-
cation Program Updates, Algorithm Trans-
parency, and Information Sharing (RIN: 0955- 
AA03) received January 10, 2024, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

EC–2916. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting a report ti-
tled ‘‘Politically Motivated Boycotts of, Di-
vestment from, and Sanctions Against 
Israel’’ Department Report Number: 005571, 
pursuant to 19 U.S.C. 4452(d)(1); Public Law 
114-125, Sec. 909(d)(1); (130 Stat. 238); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–2917. A letter from the Chief Adminis-
trative Officer, U.S. House of Representa-
tives, transmitting the Statement of Dis-
bursements of the House of Representatives 
covering the period October 1, 2023 to Decem-
ber 31, 2023 (H. Doc. No. 118—98); to the Com-
mittee on House Administration and ordered 
to be printed. 

EC–2918. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Adjustment of Civil Penalties 
for Inflation for Fiscal Year 2024 [NRC-2022- 
0045] (RIN: 3150-AK73) received January 5, 
2024, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 

for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Ms. FOXX: Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. H.R. 3400. A bill to amend the 
National Labor Relations Act to adjust the 
dollar thresholds for National Labor Rela-
tions Board jurisdiction over certain labor 
disputes, and for other purposes; with an 
amendment (Rept. 118–343). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. FOXX (for herself, Mr. OWENS, 
Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
SMUCKER, Mrs. MCCLAIN, Mrs. STEEL, 
and Mr. WILLIAMS of New York): 

H.R. 6951. A bill to lower the cost of post-
secondary education for students and fami-
lies; to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mr. MOORE of Utah (for himself, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. BARR, and Mr. PA-
NETTA): 

H.R. 6952. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to provide for a joint meeting of 
the Congress to receive a presentation from 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
regarding the audited financial statement of 
the executive branch, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on House Administration, 
and in addition to the Committees on Rules, 
and the Budget, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. MOORE of Utah (for himself 
and Ms. PEREZ): 

H.R. 6953. A bill to establish comprehen-
sive, annual congressional budgeting; to the 
Committee on Rules, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Budget, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey (for him-
self and Ms. SALAZAR): 

H.R. 6954. A bill to reauthorize and amend 
the Nicaraguan Investment Conditionality 
Act of 2018 and the Reinforcing Nicaragua’s 
Adherence to Conditions for Electoral Re-
form Act of 2021, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Financial Serv-
ices, the Judiciary, and Ways and Means, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD (for himself and 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi): 

H.R. 6955. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that the positions of 
the Chief and Assistant Chief of the Uni-
formed Division of the United States Secret 
Service are within the Senior Executive 
Service, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Ms. KAPTUR (for herself and Mrs. 
HINSON): 

H.R. 6956. A bill to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to prohibit the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services from 
treating any Medicaid-related funds recov-
ered from one or more pharmaceutical com-
panies or drug distributors with respect to 
opioid litigation as an overpayment under 
such title, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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By Mr. SMUCKER (for himself and Mr. 

GOLDEN of Maine): 
H.R. 6957. A bill to require that the Presi-

dent’s annual budget submission to Congress 
and any concurrent resolution on the budget 
include the ratio of the public debt to the es-
timated gross domestic product of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Budget, and in addition to 
the Committee on Rules, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. BEAN of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, Ms. 
HAGEMAN, Mr. MILLER of Ohio, Mrs. 
LUNA, Mr. OGLES, and Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER): 

H.R. 6958. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to require cabinet officials to 
notify Congress in the event such an official 
is temporarily unable to perform the func-
tions and duties of their position, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY (for herself and 
Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 6959. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that dependent chil-
dren under the age of 26 are eligible for cov-
erage under the Federal Employees Dental 
and Vision Insurance Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. 
JOYCE of Pennsylvania, and Ms. 
SCHRIER): 

H.R. 6960. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the Emer-
gency Medical Services for Children pro-
gram; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Ms. CHU (for herself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, 
and Mr. BACON): 

H.R. 6961. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide coverage of 
medical nutrition therapy services for indi-
viduals with eating disorders under the 
Medicare program; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. EMMER (for himself, Mr. HILL, 
Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. POSEY, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Mr. 
FITZGERALD, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. 
DONALDS, Mr. BARR, and Mr. ROSE): 

H.R. 6962. A bill to place the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council and the Office of Fi-
nancial Research under the regular appro-
priations process, to provide for certain 
quarterly reporting and public notice and 
comment requirements for the Office of Fi-
nancial Research, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Ms. ESHOO (for herself, Ms. 
DEGETTE, and Ms. SCHRIER): 

H.R. 6963. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to enter into 
agreements with drug manufacturers to es-
tablish reserve supplies of covered pediatric 
cancer drugs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mrs. FISCHBACH (for herself, Mr. 
STAUBER, Mr. ROGERS of Alabama, 
and Ms. CRAIG): 

H.R. 6964. A bill to establish limitations on 
advanced payments for bus rolling stock, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. FROST (for himself and Ms. 
MATSUI): 

H.R. 6965. A bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act, the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, and 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to estab-
lish requirements with respect to cost shar-
ing for epinephrine injectors under group 
health plans and group and individual health 
insurance coverage; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committees on Ways and Means, and Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 6966. A bill to amend the Communica-

tions Act of 1934 and title 17, United States 
Code, to provide greater access to in-State 
television broadcast programming for cable 
and satellite subscribers in certain counties; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 
(for himself, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. 
MOSKOWITZ, Ms. MACE, Mr. OGLES, 
and Mrs. LUNA): 

H.R. 6967. A bill to require the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion to establish procedures and reporting 
requirements for incidents relating to un-
identified anomalous phenomena, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HARDER of California: 
H.R. 6968. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to give marriage 
and family therapists participating in the 
National Health Service Corps Loan Repay-
ment Program the option of completing a 
postgraduate degree clinical training pro-
gram that is accredited by the State in 
which the program is located in lieu of such 
a program that is accredited by the Commis-
sion on Accreditation for Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapy Education; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. MEUSER, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. WILD, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. 
DINGELL, Ms. TITUS, Mrs. MCCLAIN, 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. THOMPSON of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. MACE, Mr. PAPPAS, 
Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. KEATING, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. WITT-
MAN, Mr. LATTA, Mr. KILDEE, and 
Mrs. BICE): 

H.R. 6969. A bill to direct the Joint Com-
mittee on the Library to procure a statue of 
Benjamin Franklin for placement in the Cap-
itol; to the Committee on House Administra-
tion. 

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon (for herself 
and Mr. CARBAJAL): 

H.R. 6970. A bill to provide rental vouchers 
for the homeless, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, and in 
addition to the Committee on Financial 
Services, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. HUNT: 
H.R. 6971. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to immediately initiate 

removal proceedings for aliens whose visas 
are revoked on security or related grounds; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia (for her-
self, Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina, Mr. 
WITTMAN, Mr. FALLON, Mr. VAN 
ORDEN, Ms. MACE, Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. 
MOYLAN, and Mr. OWENS): 

H.R. 6972. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to require an Executive agency 
whose head is a member of the National Se-
curity Council to notify the Executive Office 
of the President, the Comptroller General of 
the United States, and congressional leader-
ship of such head becoming medically inca-
pacitated within 24 hours, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. LALOTA (for himself, Ms. 
SPANBERGER, Mrs. KIM of California, 
and Ms. PEREZ): 

H.R. 6973. A bill to permit COPS grants to 
be used for the purpose of increasing the 
compensation and hiring of law enforcement 
officers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. MALOY: 
H.R. 6974. A bill to direct the Adminis-

trator of the Western Area Power Adminis-
tration to reduce rates for firm electric serv-
ice customers due to shortfalls in generation 
from certain Bureau of Reclamation hydro-
electric facilities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MOONEY (for himself and Mrs. 
MILLER of West Virginia): 

H.R. 6975. A bill to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 500 West Pike 
Street in Clarksburg, West Virginia, as the 
‘‘Irene M. Keeley United States Courthouse’’, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. MOORE of Alabama: 
H.R. 6976. A bill to amend the Immigration 

and Nationality Act to provide that aliens 
who have been convicted of or who have com-
mitted an offense for driving while intoxi-
cated or impaired are inadmissible and de-
portable; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NADLER (for himself and Ms. 
PORTER): 

H.R. 6977. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for a dem-
onstration project for the development and 
publication of independent value assess-
ments for drugs, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself and Ms. 
LEE of Florida): 

H.R. 6978. A bill to establish incentive pay 
for positions requiring specialized skills to 
combat fentanyl trafficking, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Ms. DEAN 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. BACON, Mr. 
TRONE, Mr. LAWLER, and Mr. 
CISCOMANI): 

H.R. 6979. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide a credit to small 
businesses for research activities related to 
the mitigation of certain drug threats; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. NEHLS (for himself, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, Ms. STEFANIK, Mr. DAVIS 
of North Carolina, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SALAZAR, Ms. 
SEWELL, Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, 
Mr. CASTEN, Mrs. HINSON, Ms. SALI-
NAS, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. BERA, Mr. 
COSTA, and Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of 
Texas): 

H.R. 6980. A bill to amend the Immigration 
and Nationality Act to provide for the re-
allocation of unused waivers of the foreign 
residency requirement for certain J-visa 
holders; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. GOLDMAN of 
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New York, Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. 
MULLIN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. SALINAS, 
Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. TAKANO, and 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia): 

H.R. 6981. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to prohibit unauthorized pri-
vate paramilitary activity, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. SALINAS: 
H.R. 6982. A bill to authorize the Assistant 

Secretary for Mental Health and Substance 
Use to award formula grants to the States to 
address gambling addiction, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia (for 
himself, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. FERGUSON, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, Mr. MCCORMICK, 
Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. CLYDE, Mr. COL-
LINS, Mr. LOUDERMILK, Mr. ALLEN, 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, and Ms. 
GREENE of Georgia): 

H.R. 6983. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
15 South Valdosta Road in Lakeland, Geor-
gia, as the ‘‘Nell Patten Roquemore Post Of-
fice’’; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. BACON, and Mr. FLOOD): 

H.R. 6984. A bill to designate the Federal 
building located at 300 E. 3rd Street in North 
Platte, Nebraska, as the ‘‘Virginia Smith 
Federal Building’’, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. TRONE (for himself, Mr. MOORE 
of Alabama, Mr. MORAN, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
ARMSTRONG, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. CRENSHAW, 
Ms. HOULAHAN, Mrs. WATSON COLE-
MAN, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. MFUME, 
Mr. BACON, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, 
and Mr. MCCLINTOCK): 

H.R. 6985. A bill to require the Bureau of 
Prisons to issue identification documents to 
prisoners being released from Federal cus-
tody, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
H. Res. 957. A resolution denouncing the 

Biden administration’s open-borders policies, 
condemning the national security and public 
safety crisis along the southwest border, and 
urging President Biden to end his adminis-
tration’s open-borders policies; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to 
the Committee on Homeland Security, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ALFORD: 
H. Res. 958. A resolution recognizing the 

202d anniversary of the adoption of the Great 
Seal of the State of Missouri; to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Mr. ALFORD: 
H. Res. 959. A resolution recognizing the 

Kansas City Chiefs on the 54th anniversary 
of their first Super Bowl victory; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability. 

By Ms. LEE of California (for herself, 
Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Ms. NORTON, Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 
ADAMS, and Mr. MCGOVERN): 

H. Res. 960. A resolution urging action to 
increase equity within cannabis policy and 
the legal cannabis marketplace; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on the Judiciary, 
Education and the Workforce, and Foreign 
Affairs, for a period to be subsequently de-

termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. STEUBE: 
H. Res. 961. A resolution providing for the 

consideration of the bill (H.R. 5863) to pro-
vide tax relief with respect to certain Fed-
eral disasters; to the Committee on Rules. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Ms. FOXX: 
H.R. 6951. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To lower the cost of postsecondary edu-

cation for students and families. 
By Mr. MOORE of Utah: 

H.R. 6952. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Budget 

By Mr. MOORE of Utah: 
H.R. 6953. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Budget 

By Mr. SMITH of New Jersey: 
H.R. 6954. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
International Financial Services 

By Mr. RUTHERFORD: 
H.R. 6955. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Adding the Chief and Assistant Chief of the 

Uniformed Division of the United States Se-
cret Service to the Senior Executive Service. 

By Ms. KAPTUR: 
H.R. 6956. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section VIII, to regulate com-

merce 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Commerce 

By Mr. SMUCKER: 
H.R. 6957. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 of section 8 article 1 of the Con-

stitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Debt-to-GDP Stabilization Act re-

quires that the President’s annual budget 
submission to Congress and any concurrent 
resolution on the budget include the current 
ratio of the public debt to the estimated 
gross domestic product (GDP). 

By Mr. BEAN of Florida: 
H.R. 6958. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: The Con-
gress shall have Power . . . To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require cabinet officials to notify Con-

gress in the event such an official is tempo-
rarily unable to perform the functions and 
duties of their position. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY: 
H.R. 6959. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia: 
H.R. 6960. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Public Health Service Act to 

reauthorize the Emergency Medical Services 
for Children program 

By Ms. CHU: 
H.R. 6961. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. EMMER: 
H.R. 6962. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill seeks to bring the Financial Sta-

bility Oversight Council and the Office of Fi-
nancial Research under congressional appro-
priations. 

By Ms. ESHOO: 
H.R. 6963. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare. 

By Mrs. FISCHBACH: 
H.R. 6964. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend tho payment structure used by 

the Federal Transit Authority. 
By Mr. FROST: 

H.R. 6965. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 and 18 of the 

U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title XXVII of the Public Health 

Service Act, the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to establish require-
ments with respect to cost sharing for epi-
nephrine injectors under group health plans 
and group and individual health insurance 
coverage. 

By Mr. GALLAGHER: 
H.R. 6966. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To increase access to local media markets 

for Wisconsinites. 
By Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California: 

H.R. 6967. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
UAP transparency 

By Mr. HARDER of California: 
H.R. 6968. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services to give marriage and family 
therapists participating in the National 
Health Service Corps Loan Repayment Pro-
gram the option of completing a post-
graduate degree clinical training program 
that is accredited by the State in which the 
program is located in lieu of such a program 
that is accredited by the Commission on Ac-
creditation for Marriage and Family Ther-
apy Education. 

By Ms. HOULAHAN: 
H.R. 6969. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8 of the 
Constitution of the United States. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To place a statue of Benjamin Franklin in 

the U.S. Capitol Building before 2026. 
By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon: 

H.R. 6970. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation provides assistance to low- 

and middle-income Americans for safe and 
affordable housing. 

By Mr. HUNT: 
H.R. 6971. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clauses 11–16 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Immigration 

By Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia: 
H.R. 6972. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation only pertains to: oversight 

of the National Security Council 
By Mr. LALOTA: 

H.R. 6973. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 9 of Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Law Enforcement 

By Ms. MALOY: 
H.R. 6974. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To direct the Administrator of the Western 

Area Power Administration to reduce rates 
for firm electric service customers due to 
shortfalls in generation from certain Bureau 
of Reclamation hydroelectric facilities, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. MOONEY: 
H.R. 6975 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Courthouse renaming 

By Mr. MOORE of Alabama: 
H.R. 6976. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Deporting illegal aliens who are convicted 

of driving under the influence of alcohol or 
drugs. 

By Mr. NADLER: 
H.R. 6977. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. NEGUSE:: 
H.R. 6978. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish incentive pay for positions re-

quiring specialized skills to combat fentanyl 
trafficking, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 6979. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to provide a credit to small businesses 
for research activities related to the mitiga-
tion of certain drug threats. 

By Mr. NEHLS: 
H.R. 6980. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill or joint resolution. Congress has the 
power to enact this legislation pursuant to 
the following: Article I, Section 8 of the 
United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
It would require state agencies to report to 

the Secretary of State how many unused 
Conrad 30 waivers they retained at the end of 
each fiscal year for the Secretary to then 
calculate the total unused waivers and dis-
burse those equally back to the states that 
used their maximum 30 slots in the previous 
fiscal year, divisible by three. 

By Mr. RASKIN: 
H.R. 6981. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The single subject of this legislation is to 

prohibit unauthorized private paramilitary 
activity. 

By Ms. SALINAS: 
H.R. 6982. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Gambling Addiction 

By Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia: 
H.R. 6983. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To designate the facility of the United 

States Postal Service located at 15 South 
Valdosta Road in Lakeland, Georgia, as the 
‘‘Nell Patten Roquemore Post Office’’. 

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska: 
H.R. 6984. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Building naming 

By Mr. TRONE: 
H.R. 6985. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide a valid photo-identification 

card to qualified individuals upon release 
from BOP custody. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 524: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 537: Mr. LUETKEMEYER, Ms. BROWN, 

and Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 619: Mr. PASCRELL and Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 625: Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. HOYLE of Or-

egon, Mr. DELUZIO, and Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 807: Mr. GUEST and Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.R. 977: Mr. BURCHETT. 
H.R. 1077: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 1179: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 1209: Mr. BAIRD, Mrs. BICE, and Mr. 

SELF. 
H.R. 1359: Mr. PHILLIPS and Mr. PANETTA. 
H.R. 1390: Mr. SORENSEN. 
H.R. 1403: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 1437: Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.R. 1465: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1582: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 1610: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H.R. 1755: Mr. MOORE of Utah. 
H.R. 1770: Mr. FLOOD and Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 1806: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 1812: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 1831: Ms. JACOBS, Mr. JOHNSON of 

South Dakota, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. LARSON of 
Connecticut, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. NADLER, 
and Mr. BLUMENAUER. 

H.R. 2367: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 2440: Mrs. SPARTZ. 
H.R. 2532: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 2534: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 2663: Mr. TONKO, Ms. BUSH, and Ms. 

ESCOBAR. 
H.R. 2666: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. 
H.R. 2826: Mr. FINSTAD. 
H.R. 2827: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 2874: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 2909: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 2952: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 2953: Mr. MAGAZINER. 
H.R. 3074: Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 3125: Mr. BERGMAN. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. TIFFANY. 
H.R. 3394: Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 

MEEKS, and Ms. SCHOLTEN. 
H.R. 3405: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 3433: Ms. JACOBS and Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 3541: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 3639: Mr. CARTER of Georgia and Ms. 

PINGREE. 
H.R. 3654: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Ms. 

LEE of California. 
H.R. 3702: Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 3713: Ms. STEVENS. 
H.R. 3805: Mr. RUTHERFORD. 
H.R. 3850: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 3875: Ms. BARRAGÁN and Mr. LUETKE-

MEYER. 
H.R. 3913: Mr. BILIRAKIS and Mr. WILLIAMS 

of New York. 
H.R. 3916: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 3940: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 3962: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 3970: Mr. MEEKS. 
H.R. 4047: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 4172: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 4335: Mr. NEWHOUSE and Ms. WILLIAMS 

of Georgia. 
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H.R. 4438: Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 4581: Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. 
H.R. 4663: Ms. CROCKETT and Mrs. MILLER 

of Illinois. 
H.R. 4708: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 4721: Mr. FRY. 
H.R. 4736: Mr. VAN ORDEN and Mr. HARDER 

of California. 
H.R. 4769: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER and Mr. 

VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 4848: Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 4860: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 4898: Mr. SCHIFF. 
H.R. 4942: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 5005: Mr. MORAN. 
H.R. 5048: Mr. MCGARVEY and Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 5097: Mr. SWALWELL. 
H.R. 5202: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 5275: Mr. SCHWEIKERT, Mr. KUSTOFF, 

and Mr. ESTES. 
H.R. 5333: Mr. GARBARINO. 
H.R. 5351: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5555: Mr. CARL. 
H.R. 5566: Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. 
H.R. 5644: Mr. COHEN, Ms. NORTON, Mrs. 

HAYES, Ms. BALINT, and Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 5669: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 5767: Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 5840: Mrs. HINSON and Mrs. WATSON 

COLEMAN. 
H.R. 5856: Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. 
H.R. 5909: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 5917: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 
H.R. 5931: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and 

Mr. EDWARDS. 

H.R. 5960: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 5979: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H.R. 5995: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI and Mr. 

MULLIN. 
H.R. 6013: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 6046: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Mr. 

MOYLAN, and Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 6159: Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia and 

Mr. BAIRD. 
H.R. 6163: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 6205: Mr. LATURNER. 
H.R. 6227: Mrs. BICE and Ms. LEGER 

FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 6283: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 6284: Mr. BERA. 
H.R. 6341: Ms. JACKSON LEE. 
H.R. 6349: Mr. MILLS. 
H.R. 6377: Ms. LEE of California, Mr. MAG-

AZINER, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. DAVIS of North 
Carolina, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. 
WILLIAMS of Georgia, and Mr. GOLDEN of 
Maine. 

H.R. 6381: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 6394: Ms. SHERRILL. 
H.R. 6460: Mr. PFLUGER. 
H.R. 6506: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 6516: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 6542: Ms. SALAZAR and Mr. SCHNEIDER. 
H.R. 6592: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 6593: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 6600: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. 
H.R. 6620: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois and Mr. 

BURCHETT. 
H.R. 6625: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS. 
H.R. 6673: Mr. STEUBE. 

H.R. 6681: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 6730: Mr. GROTHMAN. 
H.R. 6734: Ms. DE LA CRUZ. 
H.R. 6744: Mr. MOONEY and Mr. CLOUD. 
H.R. 6760: Mr. GOODEN of Texas. 
H.R. 6762: Ms. VAN DUYNE. 
H.R. 6765: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon. 
H.R. 6818: Mr. WEBER of Texas. 
H.R. 6914: Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. 
H.R. 6918: Mr. TIMMONS, Mr. KELLY of 

Pennsylvania, Mr. ESTES, Mr. MOOLENAAR, 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. LANGWORTHY, and Mr. 
GUEST. 

H.R. 6920: Ms. SALINAS. 
H.R. 6944: Mr. FROST. 
H.J. Res. 13: Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.J. Res. 37: Mr. ROY. 
H. Con. Res. 76: Ms. WATERS. 
H. Res. 145: Mr. ROSE. 
H. Res. 310: Mr. BERA. 
H. Res. 318: Mr. STANTON. 
H. Res. 380: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H. Res. 527: Mr. DOGGETT and Ms. 

MALLIOTAKIS. 
H. Res. 561: Mrs. BEATTY. 
H. Res. 612: Mr. BURLISON and Mr. OGLES. 
H. Res. 882: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Ms. 

SCHOLTEN, Ms. CHU, and Ms. WILLIAMS of 
Georgia. 

H. Res. 929: Ms. NORTON. 
H. Res. 955: Ms. TENNEY, Mr. FITZGERALD, 

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Ms. KUSTER, Mr. MCCORMICK, and Mr. AMO. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the 
State of Georgia. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Our Father in Heaven, You soar on 

the wings of the wind. You are our 
strength, our rock, and our fortress. 
Without You, we do not know from 
whence we have come, why we are here, 
and where we are going. Without You, 
life is a narrow valley between the cold 
and barren peaks of two eternities. 
With You, life becomes an open gate 
into eternity. 

Merciful God, be a shield of protec-
tion for our lawmakers, our Nation, 
and our world. Place Your arms of love 
around us all, for You are our hope for 
the years to come. 

We pray in Your powerful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 11, 2024. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK, 
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Erika L. 
McEntarfer, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be Commissioner of Labor Sta-
tistics, Department of Labor, for a 
term of four years. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, as the 
Senate begins its work for the year, 
the most immediate need on the cal-
endar is avoiding a government shut-
down and fully funding the government 
for fiscal year 2024. 

A shutdown is looming over us start-
ing on January 19, about a week away. 
For the most part, both parties—Demo-

crats and Republicans—agree we don’t 
want a shutdown. Instead, we want to 
work together to pass the 12 appropria-
tions bills based off top-line funding 
levels that Congressional leadership 
agreed to last Sunday. 

Chair MURRAY, Vice Chair COLLINS, 
Chair GRANGER, and Ranking Member 
DELAURO are all committed to working 
as quickly as possible to make that 
happen. Unfortunately, it has become 
crystal clear that it will take more 
than a week to finish the appropria-
tions process. 

So, today, I am taking the first pro-
cedural step for the Senate to pass a 
temporary extension of government 
funding, so the government does not 
shutdown on January 19. What I am 
doing today is filing cloture on a shell 
bill we can act on next week. Members 
should be ready to take the first proce-
dural vote on this vehicle upon our re-
turn after the Martin Luther King, Jr., 
holiday. I am taking this step because 
even a temporary extension of govern-
ment funding takes about a week to 
pass through the Senate. So we want to 
act with enough time before the Janu-
ary 19 deadline. 

I urge my Republican colleagues in 
the Senate to work with us to keep 
this process moving quickly on the 
floor. Leader MCCONNELL and I are in 
discussions about this very issue. The 
vast majority of us are all on the same 
page that a government shutdown 
would be a recipe for chaos. 

Now, there are those on the hard 
right, over in the House, who think 
they can bully their colleagues and the 
House and the country into a shut-
down. Amazingly, this band of hard- 
right extremists actually say a shut-
down would be a good thing. 

But to those 30 or so hard-right ex-
tremists, how on earth would it be 
good for the country to freeze, for ex-
ample, nutrition programs that benefit 
7 million women, infants, and chil-
dren—many of those women pregnant? 
How would it be good for the country 
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to close regional VA offices and keep 
our veterans who served us—many of 
whom risked their lives for us—waiting 
in line to get the benefits they are en-
titled to? How would it be good for the 
country to furlough food inspectors to 
ensure that the groceries we buy don’t 
make us sick, or delay new applicants 
for military retirement benefits? 

These are just a few of the things 
that will happen if we shut down next 
week. When the hard right says they 
want a shutdown, they are saying they 
want these things—VA closures, no 
food inspections, delayed military ben-
efits, and so much more. This shows 
you that the hard right is not serious 
about governing. The only tactic in 
their playbook is to try and bully the 
rest of Congress and the country to 
bend to their extremist views. 

But here is the incontrovertible 
truth. The White House is controlled 
by a Democrat. The Senate has a 
Democratic majority. And the Repub-
lican majority in the House is about as 
narrow as it can get. So it takes com-
promise to get anything done in these 
conditions of divided government. The 
top-line agreement we reached last 
week has borne that out. And I am 
hopeful that reasonable Members, on 
both sides of the aisle, in both Cham-
bers, are ready to work together to en-
sure a government shutdown is avoid-
ed. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. President, now, on artificial in-

telligence, as we begin the new year, 
one of the Senate’s top priorities will 
be to legislate on artificial intel-
ligence. 

Mr. President, 2023 was a year to re-
member in the world of AI, with the 
popularization of technologies like 
generative AI. It is impossible to pre-
dict what 2024 will bring. So we must 
act and act quickly to ensure that the 
United States keeps leading the way. 

Thankfully, thanks to our bipartisan 
AI Insight Forums and the leadership 
of our committees, the Senate has 
come very far in understanding how AI 
works and what we should do. We have 
listened to experts in tech, labor, busi-
ness, academia, civil rights, and more. 

We have discussed everything, from 
AI’s impacts on democracy, on our 
workforce, on national security, and 
the thorny but important technical 
issues like transparency, 
explainability, bias, and more. 

AI, for sure, will be one of the most 
difficult issues that the Senate has 
ever faced. But if there has been any 
consensus so far in these forums, it is 
that Congress must intervene to pro-
mote safe AI innovation. 

So AI is going to be a big focus for 
many Senators this year. My col-
leagues in the bipartisan AI gang—Sen-
ators BROWN and YOUNG and HEINRICH— 
agree that the Senate will work in tan-
dem with the regular order committee 
process, using findings and insights 
that our AI Insight Forums have un-
covered. Our committees have already 
done great work, and I thank all the 

chairs and ranking members for their 
continued leadership. 

And I want to emphasize, underline, 
underscore that our work on AI re-
mains wholly bipartisan. Both sides 
recognize the need to get something 
done on AI. So I thank my colleagues 
on both sides for their work on AI, and 
I look forward to making more 
progress on this very difficult issue in 
the months to come. 

NEW YORK 
Mr. President, now, on bad weather, 

across my home State of New York, 
thousands of our friends and neighbors 
are just having their power restored 
after enduring the first major storm of 
2024. We have seen heavy rain, coastal 
flooding, and hurricane force winds 
across much of Upstate New York. 

While communities are just begin-
ning on the road to recovery, we must 
remain vigilant. Weather reports al-
ready show more snow and wind storms 
are expected this upcoming weekend 
that could hit communities just as 
they are starting to recover and re-
build. Senator GILLIBRAND and I have 
sent a ‘‘stand ready’’ letter to FEMA, 
urging them to stand ready to provide 
New York the support it needs if re-
quested. 

I will continue to work with the Gov-
ernor and local officials to ensure New 
York communities have the tools they 
need to recover from this storm. 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY 
Mr. President, finally, on M.L.K. 

Day, this Monday, America will cele-
brate a national holiday in honor of 
the great Martin Luther King, Jr. It is 
a great holiday, and I was proud as a 
Congressman to be one of those leaders 
in helping to pass this legislation. And 
you would be surprised at some of the 
bigotry we heard when we tried to do 
it. 

But just one point today, when you 
think about it, this is the only Federal 
holiday named for one person. We have 
Mother’s Day for the mothers and Fa-
ther’s Day for the fathers and Veterans 
Day for the veterans and Independence 
Day for our Founding Fathers and 
Mothers, but only one day for one man. 
And the reason for that is simple: Dr. 
King was unique. 

And, I like to say, he hoisted a giant 
mirror on his shoulders, and with his 
eloquence, with his brilliance, and with 
his faith, he forced America to look 
into that mirror, and America didn’t 
like what it saw. And that began our 
slow march to racial equality, on 
which we are still trodding and still 
have a long way to go. 

But I think every American should 
be saluting one of the greatest Ameri-
cans who ever lived, Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and I look forward to joining 
with many of my friends in New York 
to celebrate and commemorate this 
holiday. 

I yield the floor. 
RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican leader is recog-
nized. 

NATIONAL SECURITY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as I 

noted earlier this week, the Senate’s 
first major business of the year is ad-
dressing a historic array of national se-
curity challenges. For the first time 
since 1945, there is a land war in Eu-
rope. A Russian imperialist is deploy-
ing North Korean and Iranian weapons 
in his assault on Ukraine, with addi-
tional support from the People’s Re-
public of China. 

After the deadliest day for Jews since 
the Holocaust, there is a land war in 
the Middle East. Iran, the world’s most 
active state sponsor of terror, is living 
up to its title, underwriting 
multiprong aggression against Israel, 
brazen attacks on U.S. personnel in 
Iraq and Syria, and a growing war on 
the global commerce in the Red Sea. 

And just today—just today—Iran 
itself has reportedly hijacked an inter-
national oil shipment on the high seas, 
a further reminder that the Biden ad-
ministration’s failure to impose serious 
costs and restore credible deterrence is 
emboldening Tehran. 

Our single greatest strategic adver-
sary is supporting this worldwide chal-
lenge to the West, interfering more ag-
gressively with peaceful neighbors and 
investing relentlessly in the capabili-
ties to outcompete us. 

Meanwhile, record-setting illegal ar-
rivals have rendered America’s own 
southwest border functionally non-
existent. 

This is the most serious crisis of 
America’s credibility in decades, and I 
don’t use the word ‘‘crisis’’ lightly. It 
implies that a situation requires ur-
gent action. 

Of course, that is exactly why the 
Biden administration spent years 
twisting itself in knots to avoid ac-
knowledging the record-shattering hu-
manitarian and security crisis that un-
folded on their watch and because of 
their policies at the southern border. 
Remember how the White House en-
gaged in damage control back in 2021 
when the President himself slipped up 
and called the situation facing CBP 
and ICE a crisis. It was a big deal be-
cause a crisis is something that re-
quires action. 

Well, right now, the Senate is very 
close to an opportunity to finally do 
something meaningful to address the 
Biden administration’s border crisis. 
Thanks to our colleague Senator 
LANKFORD, we are inching closer to a 
chance to restore sanity, commonsense 
enforcement mechanisms, and the rule 
of law. Our colleague’s efforts are the 
foundation of supplemental legislation 
to address each of the glaring national 
security challenges that we face: secur-
ing America’s sovereign borders, in-
vesting heavily in American leadership 
and strength, and equipping America’s 
military with critical capabilities and 
expanding our defense industrial capac-
ity to deter threats from major adver-
saries like China. These requirements 
go hand in hand, and the world is 
watching to see whether we are willing 
to meet them. 
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With an arsenal stocked by North 

Korea and Iran, Russia, literally, 
mocks Western hesitation. With brazen 
terrorist aggression, Iran defies Amer-
ican strength. With intense focus, 
China bets against America’s resolve. 

So none of the challenges we face 
from our southern border to the Red 
Sea get any easier the longer we wait 
to address them. Unfortunately, our 
own allies and adversaries alike have 
every reason to doubt us. Three years 
of this administration’s hesitation, 
self-deterrence, and half measures have 
exacted a steep price. So our work this 
month is the clearest possible test of 
America’s credibility as a global super-
power, as the leader of allies, and as 
the nation capable of upholding our 
own sovereignty. The Senate simply 
must not fail this test. 

CRIME 
Mr. President, on a different subject, 

residents of blue cities across America 
likely began the new year with the 
simple wish for the Democrats charged 
with keeping them safe, that this year 
would be the year they finally get seri-
ous about addressing violent crime. 
Unfortunately, if our Nation’s Capital 
is any indication, 2024 is already off to 
a bleak—a bleak—start. Just 3 days 
into the year, the city has recorded 53 
car thefts; one week in, there have 
been at least 125 carjackings and 44 
robberies; and one of the year’s first 
homicide cases involved a body found 
in a trash can within sight of the Cap-
itol Building. 

Unsurprisingly, violent crime in the 
new year is already following familiar 
patterns. To the surprise of absolutely 
no one involved, the perpetrator of a 
drug store robbery last week was the 
same man who had attempted to rob a 
single establishment six times—six 
times—last year. A six-time offender 
was still on the streets to try again. 

Washington’s radical local govern-
ment has lost the plot. The city’s lead-
ers aren’t just failing to get rampant 
crime under control, they are actively 
making matters worse. Less than 4 
years ago in a fit of woke righteous-
ness, the city cut police funding by $15 
million. Two years ago, prosecutors de-
cided to prosecute two-thirds of the 
criminals officers brought in. 

And if catch-and-release wasn’t 
enough, MPD officers are still subject 
to bizarre do-not-pursue orders that 
prevent them from doing their jobs. No 
wonder the department is suffering a 
recruiting crisis—and at the exact time 
that law enforcement is needed the 
most. 

So I am sorry to say that the list of 
local disgraces doesn’t end there. Late 
last year, the city’s Mayor announced 
a program to fight the epidemic of 
carjackings in Washington by distrib-
uting free tracking devices for resi-
dents’ valuables. Apparently, even if 
you can’t expect the police to hunt 
them down, at least residents of our 
Nation’s Capital can watch them— 
watch them—as they escape. 

The American people deserve to walk 
the streets of their Capital City with-

out fear. They deserve leaders who care 
more about safety than about keeping 
up with the far left’s new soft-on-crime 
orthodoxies. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE SOUTH DA-
KOTA STATE UNIVERSITY JACK-
RABBITS ON WINNING THE 2024 
NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION DIVISION I 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP SUB-
DIVISION TITLE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, winter in 
South Dakota can be tough going, but 
no matter how low the temperatures go 
or how high the snowbanks rise, you 
can count on South Dakota sports fans 
coming out to support local athletes. 
After all, there are games, tour-
naments, and trophies on the line this 
time of the year. For sports fans like 
me, there is no better place to be than 
on the sidelines cheering for South Da-
kota’s athletes. 

This year, we have not been dis-
appointed. On Sunday, the South Da-
kota State University football team 
won its second consecutive national 
title. That is right—the Jackrabbits 
are back-to-back FCS champions. 

This Jacks team has a lot of talent 
and an awful lot to be proud of. Sun-
day’s win closed out SDSU’s first 
undefeated season as a Division I pro-
gram. They now boast a 29-game win-
ning streak—the third longest in FCS 
history. 

Their defense was impenetrable this 
season, allowing an average of just 9.27 
points per game and allowing just 15 
points to be scored against them in 
four postseason games. I want you to 
think about that. When you get into 
the postseason, these are the playoffs. 
These are the best teams. In the four 
postseason games that they played, in-
cluding the national title game, they 
gave up a total—total—of just 15 
points. 

I think that record of accomplish-
ment this year was perhaps best per-
sonified in the title game, when Mon-
tana was driving the ball in the first 
quarter down in SDSU territory, and 
they had a fourth and goal at the 1- 
yard line, and the SDSU defense made 
a stand. In an iconic play, linebacker 
Adam Bock stopped the Montana ball 
carrier at the 1-yard line, stood him up, 
and took him down before the ball 
could cross the end zone and give them 
a touchdown. The Jacks got the ball 
back, and from then, it was on to a 23- 
to-3 victory. 

Jacks quarterback Mark Gronowski 
won the Walter Payton Award for out-

standing offensive player—the first 
SDSU player to win this award—and I 
don’t believe there was a close second. 
He was richly deserving of it. Gus Mil-
ler, center, from Brookings, SD, won 
the Rimington Award for best FCS cen-
ter—also incredibly well-deserved. 

As one reporter put it, ‘‘This team is 
just dynamite.’’ I couldn’t agree more. 
Their hard work and commitment to 
each other and to the team has brought 
them success this year, and Jacks na-
tion is incredibly proud of them. 

I want to congratulate the Jack-
rabbits players, coaches, and staff on 
this incredible championship season. 
There is much to celebrate now, but I 
am sure Coach Rogers will soon have 
the team working hard again to keep 
that winning streak going. 

Mr. President, at this point, I want 
to recognize the South Dakota State 
University Jackrabbits football team 
by entering a resolution into the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. 

I would ask, as in legislative session, 
unanimous consent the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of S. Res. 519, 
which is at the desk. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 519) congratulating 
the South Dakota State University Jack-
rabbits on winning the 2024 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division I Foot-
ball Championship Subdivision title. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. THUNE. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LUJÁN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

(The resolution, with its preamble, is 
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, as I said, 

it is not just football championships 
keeping South Dakota sports fans busy 
this time of the year. There is just as 
much excitement—sometimes even 
more—at a Friday night basketball 
game in towns across our State. 

Over the holidays, I was able to get 
around South Dakota for some of those 
games. I caught up with Coach Phillips 
and the Northern State University bas-
ketball team last week. I brought my 
grandkids to see the Sioux Falls Jeffer-
son girls take on the O’Gorman 
Knights girls for some Friday night 
hoops. I went to a girls hoops matchup 
between the Faulkton Trojans and 
Highmore-Harrold Pirates. I got to see 
some of the Hoop City Classic at the 
Corn Palace in Mitchell, SD, and Sat-
urday was able to see a cross-State 
matchup between the boys teams from 
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Rapid City Central and Sioux Falls 
Roosevelt. 

As I travel around the State, I take 
every opportunity I can to stop in to a 
local game or a sporting event. I can 
count on catching a good matchup 
wherever I go. It is a chance to connect 
with people across South Dakota and 
to support South Dakota’s athletes. 

This weekend, I am looking forward 
to being back in my hometown of 
Murdo for the Jones County Invita-
tional Basketball Tournament. For 3 
days in January, the gym at Jones 
County High School is the center of the 
universe for the eight teams that are 
competing for the tournament title. 
For West River basketball fans, the 
Jones County Invitational is just in 
our DNA, and it certainly has a special 
place in my heart. 

The 1969 inaugural tournament was 
organized by my high school basketball 
coach, Jerry Applebee; and my dad 
Harold Thune, who was our school’s 
athletic director; plus Murdo Super-
intendent Maurice Haugland. When 
they organized that first tournament, 
they weren’t sure how long it would 
last. But each year, the entire commu-
nity would come together to make it a 
success. And now it is the longest run-
ning tournament of its kind in South 
Dakota, which is a fitting tribute to 
the impact that my dad and Coach 
Applebee had in our community and on 
countless young athletes, myself in-
cluded. 

I can remember sitting in the stands 
as a kid, dreaming about the oppor-
tunity to play in the big tournament 
one day. I remember the rush of adren-
aline that I got coming out of the lock-
er room to a packed house for those 
games. Nothing could compare to the 
thrill of winning the whole thing with 
my teammates, which is something 
that we were able to do a couple of 
times when I was in high school. 

The Jones County Invitational was 
also how I got introduced to an impor-
tant influence in my life, and that was, 
at that time, Congressman Jim 
Abdnor. 

In the Friday night semifinal game 
in my freshman year, I had six at-
tempts at the free-throw line, and I 
made five of them. The next day, we 
had to play again, the Saturday night 
game. I was at the Main Street depart-
ment store in my hometown at the 
checkout counter, getting ready to buy 
something, and somebody in the line 
behind me tapped me on the shoulder. 
I turned around, and he says: I noticed 
you missed one last night. 

I am like: Who is this smart aleck? I 
made five out of six. I am a freshman, 
right? Give me a break. 

Well, he introduced himself as then- 
Congressman Jim Abdnor. 

Jim would go on to be a great friend 
and mentor, and I would eventually 
have the opportunity to work for him 
when he served in the U.S. Senate and 
as head of the Small Business Adminis-
tration under President Reagan. But 
the Jones County Invitational is how I 

got introduced to him, and that chance 
meeting is what first opened the door 
that would lead me to public service. 

Sports are a part of the fabric of 
South Dakota’s way of life. They are 
one of the places we come together and 
connect as a community and, as I said, 
particularly on these cold winter eve-
nings. 

For many of us, sporting events bring 
back good memories of our days com-
peting for our school and remind us of 
the important lessons that we learn 
from competitive sports—lessons that 
have often had an impact far beyond 
the field or the court. 

So I am looking forward to being in 
the bleachers once again this season 
and watching South Dakota’s athletes 
keep our great heritage going. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

DONALD TRUMP 
Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I get it. 

I understand that people are tired of 
hearing about whatever insane thing 
Donald Trump just said or did. I get 
that it is emotionally exhausting; it is 
intellectually exhausting; it is cer-
tainly politically exhausting to be pan-
icked and outraged all the time. And, 
frankly, it is not possible. 

We have now been living in this re-
ality of Trump’s unending lies and 
chaos for almost a decade, and people 
understandably just want to live their 
lives. They want to go to school. They 
want to drop their kids off at school. 
They want to make dinner. They want 
to maybe get some exercise or read a 
book or watch a show. They want their 
life to continue. And so you can’t wake 
up every morning and be one of those 
people, one of those people who says: 
Did you see what Trump said? Did you 
see how crazy it was? Aren’t you wor-
ried? You can’t live life like that. I to-
tally understand. 

But Trump’s lawyers said something 
this week in a courtroom just a few 
blocks from here that is impossible to 
ignore, and it must cause alarm be-
cause it was the clearest indication 
that Trump and his team believe that 
he can commit any crime in the book— 
crimes as clear as day—and get away 
with it without any consequences 
whatsoever. 

When asked by a Federal judge if a 
President could be criminally pros-
ecuted for ordering SEAL Team Six to 
assassinate a political rival, Trump’s 
lawyer responded, ‘‘He would have to 
be, and would speedily be, impeached 
and convicted before the criminal pros-
ecution could proceed.’’ 

What does that mean as a practical 
matter? It means that the President 
could commit any crime—it means 

that the President could commit any 
crime—up to and including ordering 
the U.S. military to murder a political 
rival, and there would be no way to 
hold him accountable as long as 34 U.S. 
Senators stood ready to vote to acquit. 

Do you think 34 U.S. Senators stand 
ready to vote to acquit? I don’t know, 
honestly. I don’t know. But I can tell 
you that way more than 34 U.S. Sen-
ators voted to acquit former President 
Trump, who was impeached and then 
tried by the U.S. Senate twice. 

So I guess what we are saying is, this 
time, the Senate would stand up be-
cause that crime would be more egre-
gious than the other ones. 

Let’s back up for a second because 
during the impeachment trial 3 years 
ago, Trump’s legal team and a major-
ity of Senate Republicans argued that 
it was the job of the criminal justice 
system to deal with statutory crimes— 
crimes that are in the law books, 
right—not the Senate. They said the 
question before Congress was whether 
or not Trump’s actions rose to the 
level of crimes against the country, 
which are different from statutory 
crimes—a novel argument. And it 
worked, right? It doesn’t have be to a 
good argument. It doesn’t have to be a 
compelling argument. It just has to 
work in this body because we have 100 
jurors, all politicians, and however the 
chips fall is however the chips fall. 

But their argument was explicit, 
which is: This is not the venue. And 
now Trump’s lawyers are arguing in 
the other venue—I am sorry. What I 
meant was this is the venue. So what 
they are really saying is: Our guy gets 
to commit crimes. Our guy gets to 
commit crimes. 

I want everybody who is right of cen-
ter—far right of center, center right, 
right in the center, I don’t care. I want 
everyone to think about the con-
sequences of accepting this argument: 
Any President can commit any crime. 

Not only that, by the way, it is not a 
matter of just committing a crime, it 
is a matter of commanding the U.S. 
military; it is a matter of being the 
most powerful individual on the planet. 

It is a matter of being the Com-
mander in Chief and using those re-
sources to assassinate a political rival. 
And you can’t even get a Trump lawyer 
to say: Yeah, that would probably be il-
legal and cause him to go to jail. 

Their question is: Well, that would 
depend on how the votes fell in the 
Congress. 

I am alarmed. Trump’s team is in 
court arguing that it is up to Congress; 
that the political system, not the jus-
tice system, should render judgment 
even on statutory crimes. 

I say this as a Senator and someone 
who believes deeply in the awesome re-
sponsibility of this institution. ‘‘If the 
Senate says so’’ is not a serious legal 
argument. ‘‘If the Senate says so’’ is 
not a legal argument. 

What is being contemplated here— 
the ordering of a murder—is a crime. It 
is a violation of the criminal code, and 
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every other person in the land would be 
arrested and tried for it. But, appar-
ently, the official view of Donald 
Trump’s lawyers is that he, and he 
alone, should be exempt from the law. 

In the authoritarian future that he is 
clamoring for, he gets to do anything 
he wants, wielding unparalleled power 
in the Presidency and zero repercus-
sions. That is not a President; that is a 
dictator. That is not equal justice 
under the law; that is one law for 
Trump and another for everybody else. 

Think about what they are saying 
and ask yourselves: Are you com-
fortable with that? Are you com-
fortable with a democratic President 
with those kinds of authorities? Is that 
the kind of country that you want to 
live in? 

To be clear, this can’t be dismissed 
as, like, ‘‘I don’t read the tweets’’ or 
‘‘Oh, that guy is crazy; he just says 
stuff’’ or, ‘‘What a showman.’’ Right? 
That was always the kind of hand wav-
ing away of whatever Trump said or 
did. 

But now there are two differences. 
First, we now have 4 years of the 
Trump Presidency, two impeachments, 
and many—both statutory and con-
stitutional—crimes to look straight at. 
The other thing is, again, this is not a 
tweet. This is not a comment in a 
townhall, right? What this is is the of-
ficial position of the lawyers for the 
former President of the United States. 

Authoritarianism is no longer just a 
remote problem in foreign lands. I just 
joined the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee a couple of years ago, and one of 
the things that we do as members of 
the Foreign Relations Committee is we 
go to other countries and encourage 
them to adopt democratic reforms. We 
encourage them to adopt democratic 
reforms. And, now, when we have our 
meetings, they are encouraging us to 
maintain our democracy. 

And make no mistake, this is not 
some nebulous movement that is dif-
ficult to decipher. This is because Don-
ald J. Trump was President and does 
not believe in American-style democ-
racy. He doesn’t. He doesn’t believe he 
should be accountable. He believes he 
should be immune. And he believes 
that when and if he becomes President 
again, he will exact revenge, that he 
will be a dictator from day one, and 
that if he is held accountable for his 
crimes, there will be bedlam. 

Now, does that sound like a rhetor-
ical flourish? It sure does, doesn’t it, 
except that I am quoting him. 

So, again, I want everybody to be 
able to live a life. I don’t want every-
body to wake up every morning freaked 
out about whatever Donald Trump 
says. But, today, this week, it is worth 
marking what his lawyers said because 
it is an official position of a Presi-
dential candidate, and it is a position 
that is antithetical to everything that 
we all believe in. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Texas. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDING 
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, well, 

just like a bad movie, Congress finds 
itself within days of a government 
shutdown threat. Of course, this isn’t 
an accident. This is a choice made by 
the majority leader in particular be-
cause, rather than take up the appro-
priations bills, which is the most basic 
responsibility of the government—to 
try to keep the lights on and keep the 
functions of government operating— 
the majority leader has decided not to 
process bipartisan appropriations bills 
across the Senate floor. 

And so here we are—portions of the 
Federal Government scheduled for a 
shutdown a week from tomorrow. This 
is not the first nor the second time we 
have found ourselves scrambling to 
avoid a shutdown in the past few 
months. 

You know, I wonder what the Amer-
ican people, when they watch this, 
must be thinking. They must be think-
ing: These folks can’t run a two-car fu-
neral. This is the very picture of in-
competence. 

But the truth is, like I said, this is a 
choice. This marks the third time since 
the end of September that we have just 
been days away from the funding dead-
line without a plan in place. I person-
ally find this embarrassing. And it is 
unnecessary drama because funding the 
government, as I said, is one of the 
most basic functions of the Congress. 
Congress has all year to prepare for the 
end of the fiscal year, which was the 
end of September. But here we are, 31⁄2 
months past the funding deadline, and 
not a single regular appropriations bill 
has been signed into law. 

This is a sad state of affairs, but it is 
not a reflection on the work of our 
Senate Appropriations Committee. 
Under the leadership of Senator MUR-
RAY and Senator COLLINS, the com-
mittee has passed all 12 bipartisan ap-
propriations bills in June and July. 
That was last summer. Each bill re-
ceived strong bipartisan support, and 
more than half of them passed unani-
mously. 

Well, you might wonder, if the lead-
ing Democrat, the leading Republican, 
and the Appropriations Committee— 
composed of Republicans and Demo-
crats—passed bipartisan bills last sum-
mer, why do we find ourselves days 
away from a potential government 
shutdown? The Appropriations Com-
mittee handed the majority leader, 
who manages the floor—he is the only 
one who can schedule bills for a vote— 
12 bipartisan funding bills on a silver 
platter. They put the Senate in the 
strongest possible position to return to 
regular order and pass, on time, bipar-
tisan appropriations bills, but that is 
not what happened. 

And you might wonder why—why in 
the world would the majority leader ig-
nore the bipartisan work of the Appro-
priations Committee and put us in this 
posture? Well, there is an answer for 
that, and that is because this is about 
power. The majority leader wants the 

power to be able to shape these appro-
priations bills to deny rank-and-file 
Members an opportunity to participate 
in the process on the Appropriations 
Committee and on the floor and then 
present us with a fait accompli, saying: 
Vote for this; it is up or down. Either 
you shut down the government or you 
vote for this ominous appropriations 
bill—not an omnibus but an ominous 
appropriations bill. 

Well, by the end of September, it was 
clear that there wasn’t enough time to 
pass all 12 appropriations bills before 
the deadline. So we had to go to a stop-
gap bill. That set a new deadline of No-
vember 17. When that deadline came 
and went, Congress had to punt one 
more time, this time setting up two 
funding deadlines: one January 19, just 
about a week from today; and February 
2, which is, perhaps ironically, Ground-
hog Day. That brings us to today, 8 
days from the first deadline, and no 
closer to passing regular appropria-
tions bills. 

Well, more than 100 days have passed 
since the start of the new fiscal year, 
and the Senate has been in session 39 
days. Let me say that again. Over 100 
days have passed since the start of the 
current fiscal year, and, out of 100 
days, the Senate has been in session 39 
days. That amounts to working an av-
erage of 21⁄2 days a week. 

Again, the majority leader, Senator 
SCHUMER, the Senator from New York, 
is the only one who can schedule the 
Senate. Rank-and-file Members have 
no power to do that. 

But, frankly, I don’t know any busi-
ness in America where people can work 
roughly a third of the time and expect 
to receive a paycheck. And it is no sur-
prise that, if you are only working a 
third of the time, you are not going to 
be able to get your work done. 

How have we spent that time? Well, 
we know that the world is on fire, be-
tween Ukraine, Israel, the Indo-Pacific, 
the border. The President has re-
quested more than $100 billion in an 
emergency supplemental appropriation 
bill in order to fund those causes, those 
issues—it is very important—but the 
Senate hasn’t even acted on that Presi-
dential request, even though the House 
passed an Israel aid bill on November 2. 
It hasn’t moved in the Senate. The ma-
jority leader hasn’t made it a priority. 
As a matter of fact, he is waiting to 
bundle that, making our job a lot more 
complicated, to be honest. And so that 
remains undone. 

We haven’t passed a long-term reau-
thorization of a very important law 
called section 702 of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act. I think this 
is probably the most important law 
that nobody has heard of because it au-
thorizes our intelligence community to 
collect necessary intelligence in order 
to keep our country safe. 

We haven’t reauthorized the Federal 
Aviation Administration. The news 
today is full of news of near misses and 
accidents occurring on airlines, and we 
haven’t even taken up to debate or 
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vote on the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration reauthorization. 

And, as I said, we haven’t taken ac-
tion to address the border crisis, the 
fentanyl epidemic that killed 71,000 
Americans last year alone, or other 
issues that are urgent issues. 

Instead, the majority leader has fo-
cused almost all of the Senate’s time, 
such as it is, on nominations. Well, to 
be clear, considering nominees is im-
portant work, but there is no world in 
which nominees should take priority 
over funding the government. 

This entire saga could have been 
avoided if the majority leader had 
prioritized the appropriations process. 
It could have allowed this Chamber to 
start voting on individual funding bills 
over the summer as soon as they were 
approved by the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Instead, here we are, a week 
away from a partial government shut-
down and 3 weeks away from a poten-
tial full government shutdown. 

As he said, I can’t imagine any line 
of work in any business, large or small, 
across America where you work 21⁄2 
days a week, you blow through your 
deadlines, and you ignore your most 
important work. This is insanity and 
no way to run a railroad, much less the 
U.S. Senate. 

The majority leader had ample time 
and countless opportunities to move 
funding bills through regular order. 
Our colleagues on the Appropriations 
Committee, on a bipartisan basis, gave 
him a long runway to land thoughtful 
and on-time appropriations. But, re-
grettably, he has prioritized virtually 
everything but that most basic respon-
sibility, putting us in the embarrassing 
and unenviable position we find our-
selves in today. I should say that I find 
this embarrassing, and I bet other col-
leagues do as well. I guess the majority 
leader doesn’t find it embarrassing. 

Again, this is purposeful because it 
maximizes his power to force through 
an end-of-the-year appropriations bill 
on an emergency basis that he basi-
cally gets to write. And, of course, it 
turns the rest of the Members of the 
Senate into virtual potted plants— 
spectators in the process rather than 
full participants. 

Well, it looks like another con-
tinuing resolution is in the future. We 
have run out of time because of this in-
tentional planning by the majority 
leader. And so we don’t really have 
much alternative but a government 
shutdown, other than to pass another 
continuing resolution—basically, kick-
ing the can down the road. 

Of course, the Senate is only half of 
the equation here. Our colleagues in 
the House are still weighing various 
options, and I am eager to see the 
route they choose. 

The House has its own challenges, to 
be sure, but we ought to be leading by 
example. We ought to be passing bipar-
tisan appropriations bills and sending 
them to the House. Then we can work 
out in a conference committee a com-
promise and send them to the Presi-

dent to keep the lights on, to keep the 
Border Patrol paid, to keep our com-
mitments to our veterans, to pay our 
Active-Duty military and their fami-
lies. That is what is at risk here, and it 
is completely avoidable. 

Stopgap funding bills should not be 
the norm. They fail to provide govern-
ment Agencies with the certainty they 
need to plan for the future. The Pen-
tagon—the Defense Department—is the 
single largest discretionary appropria-
tion that Congress passes every year. 
They can’t plan for how to deal with 
the crisis in the Middle East or in the 
Indo-Pacific or in Ukraine or even at 
the border. If you are on a continuing 
resolution, they can’t plan because 
they don’t know what the future holds. 

Well, the consequences of a con-
tinuing resolution or these stopgap, 
kick-the-can pieces of legislation are 
especially dire when it comes to our 
national defense and military readi-
ness. 

Despite the drawbacks of a stopgap 
funding bill, though, it is obviously 
better than a shutdown. I am not a fan 
of shutdowns. Nobody wins in a govern-
ment shutdown because when you re-
open the government, you are still 
staring in the face the same problems 
that caused you to shut down the gov-
ernment in the first place. Shutdowns 
penalize innocent people and hurt our 
economy. When the government shuts 
down, critical programs are paralyzed. 
Government services are put on hold, 
and millions of Federal workers are 
left without pay. Given the challenges 
we face, a shutdown would be a terrible 
mistake. 

Mr. President, as is probably pain-
fully obvious, I am extremely dis-
appointed we find ourselves where we 
are today. Again, this is not an acci-
dent. This is not even negligent. This is 
intentional on the part of the majority 
leader. I think he bears responsibility 
for where we are today. I hope we can 
make some progress in the near future. 
But this is no way to run a railroad, 
much less the U.S. Congress or the 
business of the American people. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 375, Erika 
L. McEntarfer, of the District of Columbia, 

to be Commissioner of Labor Statistics, De-
partment of Labor, for a term of four years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Bernard Sanders, 
Christopher Murphy, Richard J. Dur-
bin, Tammy Baldwin, Margaret Wood 
Hassan, Tina Smith, Alex Padilla, Gary 
C. Peters, Robert P. Casey, Jr., Mazie 
K. Hirono, John W. Hickenlooper, 
Patty Murray, Debbie Stabenow, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Elizabeth Warren, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Peter Welch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Erika L. McEntarfer, of the District 
of Columbia, to be Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, 
for a term of four years, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant executive clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL) is necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 88, 
nays 8, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 6 Ex.] 
YEAS—88 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 
Reed 

Ricketts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—8 

Crapo 
Cruz 
Hawley 

Kennedy 
Lee 
Risch 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 

NOT VOTING—4 

Cantwell 
Cramer 

Moran 
Mullin 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KING). On this vote, the yeas are 88, the 
nays are 8. 

The motion is agreed to. 
The Senator from North Carolina. 

REMEMBERING HAROLD LEE FRANK 

Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to remember the life of Harold 
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Lee Frank and to recognize his dedica-
tion to family, freedom, and service. 

Born in 1924 in Davidson County, NC, 
Harold Frank came of age during the 
Great Depression. When his country 
needed him, he answered the call to 
serve during the Second World War. As-
signed to the U.S. Army’s 90th Infantry 
Division, he landed on Utah Beach, 
Normandy, France, on June 6, 1944: D- 
day. 

After receiving a gunshot wound to 
his shoulder, he was captured by Ger-
man troops on July 8, 1944, and held as 
a prisoner of war by the Nazis. As a 
prisoner, his wound was treated for in-
fection by a fellow American medic 
POW, and the bullet was eventually re-
moved on October 13, 1944. PFC Frank 
was actually allowed to keep the Ger-
man bullet that was extracted from his 
shoulder. 

On July 5, 1945, he was released from 
prison and was found by an American 
Army unit. 

After the war, PFC Frank was award-
ed the Purple Heart and a Bronze Star. 
He was also knighted by the French 
Ambassador to the United States and 
awarded the French Medal of Honor for 
his courage and for his valor. 

Once home, he married the love of his 
life: Reba Mae McDaniel Frank. They 
were married for 68 years, until her 
passing in 2016. 

Harold continued to give back to his 
community as a county commissioner 
and a special deputy sheriff. He also as-
sisted in organizing the Cornatzer- 
Dulin Volunteer Fire Department. 

Throughout his life, Harold main-
tained a desire to serve, and he trav-
eled as a motivational speaker at nu-
merous military and veteran events. 

Friend, travel companion, and fellow 
U.S. Army veteran Mark Hager wrote a 
book about Harold titled ‘‘The Last of 
the 357th Infantry.’’ He would later 
produce a documentary titled ‘‘From 
BAR to POW,’’ highlighting his experi-
ences as a POW. 

Harold returned to Normandy for the 
75th anniversary of D-day in 2019. He 
visited the National World War II Me-
morial in Washington, DC, on an Honor 
Flight and was recognized by the Gary 
Sinise Foundation’s Soaring Valor 
flight to visit the National World War 
II Museum in New Orleans, LA. 

Later in life, Harold would often be 
seen around his home in Davie County, 
my home—in Davie County, NC, vis-
iting with friends at the Davie County 
Senior Center, Miller’s Restaurant, or 
the Forks of the Yadkin and Davie 
County Museum. 

He was a fixture at area veterans 
events right up to his passing on New 
Year’s Eve, December 31, 2023. 

Mr. President, please join me in a 
moment of silence for Mr. Harold Lee 
Frank, a man who embodied the 
‘‘greatest generation,’’ and in recogni-
tion of a life well lived. 

(Moment of silence.) 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

PETERS). The Senator from Con-
necticut. 

UKRAINE 
Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, the 

weapons that we send to Ukraine 
aren’t used in military parades. They 
don’t sit in warehouses. They are used 
by the Ukrainians to fend off the bru-
tal Russian invasion of that country. 
They are used by Ukraine to maintain 
that country’s sovereignty and inde-
pendence. 

At the height of the summer offen-
sive, Russia was firing 10,000 artillery 
rounds per day at Ukraine. In response, 
Ukraine was firing back 7,000 rounds 
per day. But by the end of last year, 
just a few weeks ago, Ukraine’s stocks 
were so low that they were firing just 
2,000 rounds per day. Russia is still fir-
ing 10,000 rounds per day. 

I want my colleagues to step back for 
a moment and imagine you are in a 
duel with an opponent where, in each 
round, your opponent has five bullets 
for every one that you have. You are 
not going to survive that fight. That is 
not a fair fight. Soon, you won’t even 
have one bullet. How long do you think 
that fight continues for you? 

Right now, ammunition levels are so 
low that a Ukrainian artillery brigade 
that used to fire 50 to 90 shells per day 
is now forced to ration its supplies 
down to 10 to 20 shells per day. That is 
barely enough for them to just defend 
themselves, let alone push forward or 
reclaim any additional territory. 

And it is not just ammunition that 
Ukraine desperately needs right now. 
It is supplies for their air defense sys-
tem as well. 

For 2 years now, Russia has not had 
air superiority, except once, in the city 
of Mariupol, and there Russian bombs 
flattened the city. In 2 months, 95 per-
cent of the city was destroyed, and 
25,000 people were killed. But, else-
where in Ukraine, the casualties are 
much more limited because Russian 
planes were being shot down. 

So, perhaps, it is no coincidence that, 
just a few days ago, Russia launched a 
major missile barrage at Kyiv in what 
was the single largest attack since the 
start of the war. 

Why do I say that perhaps it wasn’t a 
coincidence? Well, maybe it is because 
Russia is pushing all its chips in on a 
bet that Ukraine is not only going to 
run out of ammunition, but it is going 
to run out of air defense missiles. 

And with no American funding to re-
plenish those systems, Russia would 
then be able to destroy the missile de-
fense batteries themselves, finally giv-
ing them a free hand to completely 
decimate every single Ukrainian city. 
They will apply the Mariupol tactics— 
the Mariupol playbook—to Odessa, to 
Kharkiv, and to Kyiv. And millions 
will die, and Kyiv will become a Rus-
sian city. 

While this body hesitates to resupply 
Ukraine, Russia is putting one-third of 
its entire budget for 2024 toward its war 
effort. Russia is receiving new ballistic 
missiles, artillery rounds, military 
equipment, and attack drones from its 
allies—North Korea, China, and Iran. 

And yet we are still deciding whether 
we, as Ukraine’s primary ally, are 
going to support them in the fight to 
come. 

I just want to remind my colleagues 
what is at stake in this fight. We are 
making a decision, as we speak, right 
now, as to whether Ukraine is an inde-
pendent, sovereign nation, or whether 
Ukraine, once again, is a Russian state, 
a Russian vassal, a Russian province; 
whether Kyiv is an independent city or 
whether Kyiv is a Russian city. 

Never before in our lifetime has a 
large, nuclear-armed nation like Rus-
sia invaded a neighboring country with 
the sole purpose of destruction, annihi-
lation, and annexation. If they succeed, 
if Kyiv does become a Russian city, the 
post-World War II order is over. It is 
over, and no one here is really prepared 
to deal and live with those con-
sequences. 

The rules that have governed the 
past 70 years and that have provided us 
with relative global stability, the rules 
that have protected our country and 
our economy, which relies on a stable 
global system—they will all be perma-
nently broken. Consider the Pandora’s 
box open. 

I wish it were hyperbole to say that 
the fate of the free world is at stake, 
and I wish we weren’t in a position 
where my Republican colleagues, who 
say that they support Ukraine, weren’t 
making funding for Ukraine dependent 
on solving one of the most vexing, 
most difficult political issues in Amer-
ican politics: the issue of immigration 
and border policy. But that is where we 
are. 

My Republican colleagues say they 
will let Vladimir Putin destroy and oc-
cupy Ukraine if we can’t come to a 
conclusion on immigration policy and 
border policy. I wish we weren’t here, 
but we are. And so Democrats are at 
the table trying to find a compromise 
that helps the Biden administration 
and future administrations better man-
age the situation at the border while 
also living up to our fundamental 
American values. 

I wish we weren’t here. I wish we 
could just all say that we believe it is 
in the interest of the United States of 
America to support Ukraine, to make 
sure that they have what they need to 
defend themselves, and we are going to 
get that job done. And we are going to 
sit down and try to work together on 
the crisis of a broken immigration sys-
tem. Tying the two together in this 
way threatens to become the biggest 
gift America has ever given Vladimir 
Putin. 

IMMIGRATION 
And so, Mr. President, I want to 

focus the remaining part of my re-
marks today on what I think we can do 
to help the administration manage the 
border, but I also want to tell you what 
I think we cannot and should not do— 
the changes to immigration law that 
would fundamentally compromise our 
Nation’s values and our moral 
underpinnings as a nation built by im-
migrants. 
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I think it is easy for us here in Wash-

ington to forget, when we are talking 
about asylum, that we are often talk-
ing about a life-and-death choice for 
people. We are talking about men, 
women, and children who are not safe 
in their home countries, who will die if 
they stay, who don’t want to leave 
their family, their neighbors, every-
thing that they know. But they are so 
desperate that they feel they have no 
choice but to make the often life- 
threatening journey to the United 
States of America. 

We are talking about people like 
Sandra Gutierrez. She lived in Hon-
duras, and, like any parent, Sandra 
wanted to make sure that her kids 
were safe at the school they attended 
every day, but they weren’t. They were 
under regular threat from armed 
gangs. 

So she joined together with her local 
parents board in her Honduran town 
and started working with other moms 
to try to get the violent gangs that 
were a constant presence at her kids’ 
school away from the campus. 

But guess what happened to Sandra. 
That work made Sandra a target. 
These armed gangs stalked her. They 
hunted her. They threatened to kill her 
and her children if she didn’t stop and 
if she didn’t meet their demands. And 
so she did what any of us would do, 
what any parent would do. She pro-
tected her children. She left Honduras, 
where she would be hunted by these 
gangs, and she came to find asylum in 
the United States of America. 

It is people like Aliyah, a journalist 
in Cameroon, who wrote powerful sto-
ries exposing discrimination by the 
Cameroonian Government and sexual 
assaults committed by powerful people 
in her country. She reported the truth, 
and that made her a target. She was 
attacked, beaten, detained, and impris-
oned, not by gangs but by her own gov-
ernment. 

After she escaped and fled her coun-
try—the place where she had lived her 
entire life, where she had built a rep-
utation, a career—she found asylum 
here in the United States of America. 

It is true that many people who come 
to the United States seeking asylum do 
not have a story like Sandra or Aliyah. 
It is true that many immigrants seek-
ing asylum are actually here as eco-
nomic migrants. And so I agree that we 
should come together and do what we 
can to provide a fully funded and much 
more effective and efficient asylum 
system to determine which people 
showing up at our border are like San-
dra and Aliyah, with legitimate asylum 
cases, where the United States of 
America is a place where they can have 
their life saved, versus people who are 
just trying to use the asylum system 
to find work. 

So I support building a better sys-
tem, but I don’t support proposals that 
completely shut off the ability for peo-
ple to come to the United States to 
save their lives. I think it is really im-
portant that we understand that, when 

you are talking about asylum, you are 
talking about a system that works for 
thousands of people who are fleeing 
terror and torture. It does not work 
when many people are using it as an 
end route to come to the United States 
to work. 

But we can solve that problem, we 
can fix that system, while still allow-
ing people, like those brave women 
that I talked about, to have the ability 
to come to the United States to save 
their lives. 

We are also talking about another 
topic, a topic that a lot of Republicans 
are discussing in the hallways these 
days, and that is parole. It is one of the 
most important tools that the adminis-
tration has at its disposal to respond to 
humanitarian crises all around the 
world and to manage the flow of indi-
viduals at the border. 

Immigration parole authority has 
been used by every single President for 
the last 70 years to provide relief for 
individuals who are fleeing danger and 
persecution. Republican and Demo-
cratic Presidents have used this au-
thority to protect Soviet Jews fleeing 
persecution, Cubans during the Cold 
War, and, most recently, Ukrainians 
and Afghans fleeing violence and un-
rest. 

Despite what some Republicans will 
have you believe, the Biden adminis-
tration’s use of parole has created 
more, not less, order at the border. The 
Uniting for Ukraine and Cuba, Nica-
ragua, Haiti, and Venezuela parole pro-
grams have enabled more than a quar-
ter of a million people to come to the 
United States safely after having 
passed an extensive vetting and back-
ground check process and also obtain-
ing private sponsorship, families here 
in the United States. They have the 
ability to work, and they are not 
forced to take that dangerous journey 
to the southern border. It denies smug-
glers and cartels the ability to exploit 
all of these people. It gives us a chance 
to vet those individuals before they 
show up in the United States. 

What has happened since these pro-
grams have been put into place? A sig-
nificant drop in unlawful encounters at 
the southern border from individuals 
from these countries. Unlawful cross-
ings of Venezuelans are down 50 per-
cent. Unlawful crossings of Cubans, 
Nicaraguans, and Haitians are down 90 
percent. This is stunning but impor-
tant progress. 

In November of last year, for in-
stance, Border Patrol encountered 
34,000 Nicaraguans on the border—a 
year and a half ago. This past Novem-
ber, Border Patrol encountered 4,000. 
Mr. President, 34,000 before parole; 4,000 
after parole. 

No other tool at the President’s dis-
posal has been so effective in reducing 
unauthorized crossings as has parole. 
Limiting this ability will only push 
more people to cross in between the 
ports of entry, exacerbating the very 
problem that Republicans claim they 
want to solve. 

I am not saying that we shouldn’t 
have a conversation about reforming 
this practice. I am at the table. But to 
completely deny the President the 
ability to use parole is to make the sit-
uation at the southwest border more 
unmanageable, not less unmanageable. 

I think we all do agree that what is 
happening at the southwest border 
today, the number of people who are 
crossing every day compared to the re-
sources we have, is untenable. Demo-
crats—we do want to give the adminis-
tration tools to better manage the bor-
der, but we are not interested in taking 
away tools that have a proven track 
record of success. 

This work is not easy. I wish we 
weren’t here. I wish we were passing 
immigration reform and moving fund-
ing for Ukraine, that the two hadn’t 
been tied together. But I accept that 
this is what has been made necessary 
by Republicans to get Ukraine the 
funding it needs. 

I am really grateful for the progress 
we have been able to make. Senator 
LANKFORD, Senator SINEMA, myself, the 
White House, and members of leader-
ship have been working together 
throughout the holiday nonstop, every 
single day, trying to find a compromise 
that lets us fund Ukraine, that lets us 
fund Israel, that gives the President 
new tools to manage the southwest 
border but that also respects funda-
mental American values, that honors 
our tradition of immigration. 

We are not there yet, but we are 
close. To get to that finish line so that 
we can all join together in the effort to 
support Ukraine—that is going to 
mean that both Democrats and Repub-
licans have to compromise. Neither 
side is going to get everything they 
want. I wish Republicans would choose 
to support Ukraine just because it is 
the right thing to do, but we are where 
we are. We have made a lot of progress, 
and, to me, the stakes are just far too 
high to give up. 

NOMINATION OF ERIKA L. MCENTARFER 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I 

would like to say a few words on the 
nomination of Erika McEntarfer to be 
the Commissioner of Labor Statistics 
at the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
at the Department of Labor. 

President Biden nominated Ms. 
McEntarfer to the position on July 12, 
2023, and last October, she was reported 
out of the HELP Committee by a unan-
imous vote of 21–0. Ms. McEntarfer has 
had a long career as an economist at 
the U.S. Census Bureau, currently serv-
ing as the lead economist in the labor 
markets section of the Center for Eco-
nomic Studies. She has worked at the 
Census Bureau since July 2002, with the 
exception of July 2008 through January 
2010, when she was an economist at the 
Treasury Department. She also did a 1- 
year detail assignment at the Council 
of Economic Advisers as a senior econ-
omist from 2022–2023. 

Ms. McEntarfer has written or co-
written economic reports that cover a 
wide range of issues, from the effects of 
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macroeconomics on older workers and 
retirements, to job displacement and 
job mobility. She focuses her own re-
search on U.S. labor market and wage 
dynamics over the business cycle. 

Ms. McEntarfer holds a B.A. from 
Bard College and a Ph.D. from Virginia 
Tech. 

I have no doubt that her experience 
and dedication to public service will 
help her succeed as Commissioner of 
Labor Statistics, and I urge my col-
leagues to support her nomination. 

Mr. MURPHY. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON MCENTARFER NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, The question is, 
Will the Senate advise and consent to 
the McEntarfer nomination? 

Ms. HASSAN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Washington (Ms. CANT-
WELL), the Senator from West Virginia 
(Mr. MANCHIN), and the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) are necessarily 
absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the 
Senator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), and 
the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
MULLIN). 

The result was announced—yeas 86, 
nays 8, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 7 Ex.] 

YEAS—86 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Butler 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 

Reed 
Ricketts 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—8 

Crapo 
Cruz 
Hawley 

Kennedy 
Lee 
Risch 

Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 

NOT VOTING—6 

Cantwell 
Cramer 

Manchin 
Moran 

Mullin 
Sanders 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-

LER). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made 
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The majority leader. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

AMENDING THE PERMANENT 
ELECTRONIC DUCK STAMP ACT 
OF 2013—Motion to Proceed 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 243, H.R. 2872. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant bill clerk read as 
follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 243, 
H.R. 2872, a bill to amend the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow 
the Secretary of the Interior to issue elec-
tronic stamps under such Act, and for other 
purposes. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 243, H.R. 
2872, a bill to amend the Permanent Elec-
tronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow the 
Secretary of the Interior to issue electronic 
stamps under such Act, and for other pur-
pose. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Alex 
Padilla, Gary C. Peters, Jack Reed, 
Tina Smith, Sheldon Whitehouse, Mar-
garet Wood Hassan, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Richard J. Durbin, Tim Kaine, Tammy 
Baldwin, Peter Welch, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Christopher Murphy, Richard 
Blumenthal, Mark R. Warner. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the mandatory quorum call 
for the cloture motion filed today, Jan-
uary 11, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 

with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING HERB KOHL 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, over 

the holiday recess, the U.S. Senate and 
the people of Wisconsin experienced a 
profound loss: the passing of Herb 
Kohl. 

I had the pleasure of serving with 
Herb in the Senate for 15 years. He was 
a tremendous Senator and an even bet-
ter man. Born in Milwaukee to two 
Jewish immigrant parents, Herb went 
to school at the University of Wis-
consin-Madison and later earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Harvard University. 
He went on to serve in the Army Re-
serve. 

In many ways, Herb’s story is the 
American dream personified. A Mid-
western boy from humble roots who 
teamed up with his father and brothers 
to grow a family business into an 
iconic retail chain, becoming a success-
ful businessman and philanthropist in 
the process. Herb took what he learned 
from the world of business—hard work, 
integrity, and humility—and pivoted to 
politics. Getting his start in Wisconsin 
politics in the 1970s, he went on to 
chair the Wisconsin State Democratic 
Party. And in 1988, he ran for the U.S. 
Senate. Unsurprisingly to all of us who 
knew Herb, he was a beloved candidate, 
and he faithfully served the people of 
Wisconsin for four terms. 

In his conduct and commitment to 
his constituents, Herb proved that the 
Midwest’s reputation for kindness and 
loyalty does not stop at the doors of 
the Senate. He had a quiet manner 
about him, with little ego. In many 
ways, he was an anomaly. He put his 
head down, and he focused squarely on 
how he could improve the lives of those 
who entrusted him to serve. 

Even with his success, Herb never 
forgot his roots and used every position 
he found himself in to give back to his 
beloved Wisconsin. In 1970, he was in-
strumental in bringing a professional 
baseball team to Milwaukee. When Mil-
waukee’s professional basketball team, 
the Milwaukee Bucks, threatened to 
leave town, Herb purchased the team 
to ensure they remained in his home-
town. When he saw educational need in 
his State, he founded the Herb Kohl 
Educational Foundation to provide 
scholarships and fellowships to stu-
dents, teachers, and schools. When his 
alma mater found itself in need of a 
new athletic facility and arena, it was 
Herb’s donation that helped bring it to 
life. 

A fellow Midwesterner, Herb and I 
worked together on many issues. He 
was a colleague, a friend, and above all, 
the resident dairy expert. I can still re-
call when Herb retired in 2013, I quick-
ly realized I had lost my most trusted 
adviser on all things dairy. It was im-
portant to his constituents, so it was 
important to him. And no one knew 
more than Herb. 
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Notably, we also served together on 

the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
where we worked to confirm fair and 
qualified judges and pass legislation 
that made this Nation more just and 
equitable. Specifically, in 2011, he co-
sponsored the DREAM Act, legislation 
that is very close to my heart. 

I send my deepest condolences to 
Herb’s family, friends, and constitu-
ents. With Herb’s passing, we lost one 
of the very best of us. I am honored to 
have called Herb a friend, and I will 
miss him dearly. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, in a 
few short days, our Nation will honor 
the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. 

For many, it will be a day to envision 
a future in which America, as Dr. King 
dreamed, is ‘‘free at last.’’ For others, 
it will be a time to remember the 
ideals Dr. King fought so hard for, 
namely his dream for everyone in this 
country to finally receive the fair and 
equal treatment promised to them 
under the Constitution. 

Today, we should honor Dr. King’s 
legacy by continuing to fight to realize 
his dreams—and also recognize the 
brave people who stood alongside Dr. 
King at the foot of history’s doorstep, 
like Memphis sanitation worker and 
civil rights activist Elmore 
Nickelberry. 

Mr. Nickelberry was one of the last 
surviving Memphis sanitation workers 
who fought for better working condi-
tions in 1968, and he marched with Dr. 
King during the sanitation workers’ 
strike. He was a man of great integrity 
and a pillar within his community. 
When others wanted to give up and 
stop the strike, he said: ‘‘Keep on 
marching, keep on doing the right 
thing. If they’re doing the right thing, 
everything will be good. But keep the 
dream alive.’’ 

Because of Mr. Nickelberry’s bravery 
and determination, the Black Memphis 
sanitation workers received better 
working conditions and pay and were 
finally afforded rights equal to those of 
their White counterparts. Last week, 
Elmore Nickelberry took his last 
breath on this earth. But the legacy 
left behind by Mr. Nickelberry, Dr. 
King, and the rest of the visionary ac-
tivists who fought for a freer, fairer, 
and more just America will stand the 
test of time. 

The impact of Reverend Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., on our Nation is, in 
many ways, immeasurable. Dr. King 
taught us that no change comes with-
out hard work and determination. He 
used to say, ‘‘The ultimate measure of 
a man is not where he stands in mo-
ments of comfort and convenience, but 
where he stands at times of challenge 
and controversy.’’ 

As chair of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee, I am committed to con-
tinuing the work to which Dr. King 

committed his life: the work of advanc-
ing justice and equality for all. We are 
moving toward that goal by continuing 
our efforts to bring balance to our Fed-
eral judiciary. Throughout America’s 
history, our courts have too often been 
the venue in which justice is denied 
rather than delivered. If we want to 
fulfill the promise of equal justice 
under the law, we need a Federal bench 
that looks like America. And, under 
President Biden, we are finally build-
ing that bench. We must continue to 
advance well-qualified judicial nomi-
nees who reflect the diversity of Amer-
ica. 

Under President Biden’s leadership, 
the Senate has confirmed more Black 
women to the Federal circuit courts 
than all prior Presidents combined, in-
cluding the first-ever Black woman to 
serve on the Supreme Court: Justice 
Ketanji Brown Jackson. 

We have also confirmed a historic 
number of Asian American, Latino, and 
LGBTQ+ judges, and we have con-
firmed more circuit judges with experi-
ence as public defenders than all prior 
Presidents combined. In the past cou-
ple of years, our Nation has made his-
toric progress, both in rectifying the 
injustices of our past, and building Dr. 
King’s ‘‘Beloved Community.’’ And 
that progress was made possible by my 
fellow Democratic Members of Con-
gress who have advanced Dr. King’s 
march for justice in every form: racial 
justice, social justice, and economic 
justice. 

I would like to close by evoking the 
words of another great American and 
civil rights activist—my friend, the 
late John Lewis. A disciple of Dr. King, 
Congressman Lewis believed in the 
power of community, justice, and love. 
He is famously known for his belief 
that people should ‘‘get in good trou-
ble, necessary trouble’’ to help redeem 
the soul of America. 

Today, as we reflect on how we can 
honor Dr. King’s memory and live by 
his legacy, I hope we can all commit to 
getting into the kind of ‘‘good trouble’’ 
that John Lewis urged, the kind of 
trouble that challenges our Nation to 
live up to its lofty ideals, the kind of 
trouble that is hard, and costly but ul-
timately brings us closer to realizing 
Dr. King’s dream. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO KATHY WEBB 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam President, I 
rise today to recognize Kathy Webb, 
who is retiring as chief executive offi-
cer at the Arkansas Hunger Relief Alli-
ance after a tremendous 11 years advo-
cating greater food security for all Ar-
kansans. 

Kathy started her work with the Ar-
kansas Hunger Relief Alliance as a vol-
unteer in 2006 before serving on the 
board of directors and ultimately lead-
ing the nonprofit as CEO since 2012. 
She has been a champion of anti-hun-

ger efforts, helping many Natural 
State residents access nutritious food 
while partnering with State and Fed-
eral lawmakers to enact meaningful 
policy solutions, as well as increasing 
awareness and mobilizing others to ad-
dress this issue. 

Under Kathy’s leadership, the Alli-
ance hosted the first legislative SNAP 
challenge, created the Arkansas Legis-
lative Hunger Caucus—the first of its 
kind in the country—and organized 
new partnerships in sectors previously 
not engaged in fighting hunger. Her 
leadership was instrumental in success-
fully expanding access to healthy food 
and enhancing State and Federal nutri-
tion policies to help hungry kids. With 
a common goal of improving child nu-
trition programs, I was proud to col-
laborate with Kathy on a landmark 
measure to ensure children have access 
to healthy, nutritious meals year- 
round. 

She is a dedicated public servant 
whose has spent her career striving to 
make Arkansas better. As city director 
and vice mayor of Little Rock, a mem-
ber of the civic advisory board for the 
Little Rock School District, a former 
member of the Arkansas House of Rep-
resentatives, and volunteer at Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure events, her sus-
tained presence and passion have bene-
fited countless lives. 

Kathy exemplifies what it means to 
give back to her community. I am 
grateful for all she has contributed lo-
cally and beyond to combat hunger 
over many years with so much impor-
tant progress achieved. I appreciate 
our longtime friendship, and I know 
her impact will continue to be seen for 
generations to come. I wish her the 
best of luck in retirement.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY ERICKSON 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Madam President, 
today I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Mary Erickson, forest super-
visor for the Custer Gallatin National 
Forest, for her years of service. 

Mary has been active in the steward-
ship of natural resources for nearly 40 
years, the last 15 as forest supervisor in 
Montana. During her tenure, she 
worked to consolidate the Custer and 
Gallatin National Forests into one Na-
tional Forest that Montanans enjoy 
today. The Custer Gallatin National 
Forest stretches over 3.1 million acres 
and covers portions of southern Mon-
tana and western South Dakota. It is 
known for its wildlife, breathtaking 
scenery, and opportunities for industry 
and recreation. 

Mary graduated from Oregon State 
University’s College of Forestry with a 
bachelor of science in forest manage-
ment in 1982 and received a master of 
science in forest economics in 1986. In 
her time with the Forest Service, Mary 
has supported numerous collaborative 
efforts to better the connection be-
tween communities, organizations and 
the Forest Service and led the Custer 
and Gallatin Forest through a forest 
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plan revision process that engaged pub-
lic users and local communities. 

Mary’s support of the communities 
who enjoy and rely on their public 
lands is exemplary and personifies 
what it means to be a public servant. 
With her retirement at the end of De-
cember, Montana recognizes her distin-
guished career and thanks her for her 
contributions and dedication to our 
wonderful State, the natural resources 
we enjoy, and the people who call it 
home.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING COLLET’S PUB 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Madam President, as a 
member and former chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship, each month I 
recognize and celebrate the American 
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting 
the success of a small business in my 
home State of Idaho. Today, I am 
pleased to honor Collet’s Pub as the 
Idaho Small Business of the Month for 
January 2024. 

Collet’s opened in 1930 during Prohi-
bition as a pool hall in Firth, ID. Gen-
erations of the Collet family owned the 
smalltown bar before closing for 2 
years due to the COVID–19 pandemic. 
In September 2022, Holly and Brian 
Johnson purchased the business and 
brought Collet’s back to life. Despite 
much-needed repairs to the building, 
Holly and Brian’s fond memories of 
eating hamburgers there as children 
encouraged them to preserve the origi-
nal look and feel of Collet’s, including 
the iconic teal sign. Customers who 
have frequented Collet’s for 20 or even 
30 years still admire the original 
sketches and engravings etched into 
the bar by the former owner. 

Collet’s was the first bar in Idaho to 
serve Budweiser Beer on tap, and 
today, the pub is a family-friendly res-
taurant known for good food, burgers, 
and karaoke on the weekends. As the 
only dining establishment in Firth, 
Holly and Brian have given the com-
munity a place to grab lunch, meet up 
with friends, play cards or pool, and 
visit. 

Congratulations to the Johnsons and 
all of the employees at Collet’s Pub on 
their selection as the Idaho Small 
Business of the Month for January 2024. 
Thank you for serving Idaho as small 
business owners and entrepreneurs. 
You make our great State proud, and I 
look forward to your continued growth 
and success.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 

States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

PRIVILEGED NOMINATIONS 
REFERRED TO COMMITTEE 

On request by Senator RON WYDEN, 
under the authority of S. Res. 116, 112th 
Congress, the following nomination 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: Andrew G. Biggs, of Oregon, to 
be a Member of the Social Security Ad-
visory Board for a term expiring Sep-
tember 30, 2024. 

On request by Senator RON WYDEN, 
under the authority of S. Res. 116, 112th 
Congress, the following nomination 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: Sharon Beth Lewis, of Oregon, 
to be a Member of the Social Security 
Advisory Board for a term expiring 
September 30, 2028. 

On request by Senator RON WYDEN, 
under the authority of S. Res. 116, 112th 
Congress, the following nomination 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: Andrew G. Biggs, of Oregon, to 
be a Member of the Social Security Ad-
visory Board for a term expiring Sep-
tember 30, 2030. 

On request by Senator RON WYDEN, 
under the authority of S. Res. 116, 112th 
Congress, the following nomination 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: Kathryn Rose Lang, of Mary-
land, to be a Member of the Social Se-
curity Advisory Board for a term expir-
ing September 30, 2026. 

On request by Senator RON WYDEN, 
under the authority of S. Res. 116, 112th 
Congress, the following nomination 
was referred to the Committee on Fi-
nance: Corey Anne Tellez, of Illinois, to 
be a Deputy Under Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3203. A communication from the Attor-
ney, Office of the General Counsel, Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Safety Standard for Button Cell or Coin 
Batteries and Consumer Products Containing 
Such Batteries’’ (Docket No. CPSC–2023–0004) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3204. A communication from the Attor-
ney, Office of the General Counsel, Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Amending Safety Standard for Button Cell 
or Coin Batteries and Consumer Products 
Containing Such Batteries’’ (Docket No. 
CPSC–2023–0004) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 6, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3205. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Maritime Administration, De-

partment of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Amendment to the Federal Ship Financing 
Program Regulations; Financial Require-
ments’’ (RIN2133–AB98) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
6, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3206. A communication from the Attor-
ney for Regulatory Affairs Division, Office of 
the General Counsel, Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Stand-
ard for the Flammability of Clothing Tex-
tiles’’ (Docket No. CPSC–2019–0008) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 6, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3207. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis-
sion’s nineteenth annual report on ethanol 
market concentration; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3208. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary of the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Carrier Automated 
Tariffs’’ (RIN3072–AC86) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 18, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3209. A communication from the Senior 
Attorney Advisor/Regulations Officer, Fed-
eral Highway Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘National 
Standards for Traffic Control Devices; the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
for Streets and Highways; Revision’’ 
(RIN2125–AF85) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 20, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3210. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
2022 Closure for Spiny Lobster in the U.S. 
Exclusive Economic Zone Around Puerto 
Rico’’ (RIN0648–XC071) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 15, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3211. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; Histor-
ical Captain Permits Conversions’’ (RIN0648– 
BI12) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3212. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; Coral 
and Coral Reefs of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Amendment 9’’ (RIN0648–BI61) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
15, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3213. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
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Snapper-Grouper Fishery Off the Southern 
Atlantic Region; Regulatory Amendment 29’’ 
(RIN0648–BI81) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3214. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Greater Amberjack Management Measures; 
Correction’’ (RIN0648–BJ08) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 15, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3215. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 
Provisions; Fisheries of the Northeastern 
United States; Northeast Multispecies Fish-
ery; Framework Adjustment 59’’ (RIN0648– 
BJ12) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3216. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Recreational 
Management Measures for the Summer 
Flounder Fishery; Fishing Year 2020’’ 
(RIN0648–BJ66) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3217. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources in the 
Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Region; Frame-
work Amendment 8’’ (RIN0648–BJ69) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 15, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3218. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Ex-
clusive Economic Zone off Alaska; Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Halibut Abun-
dance-Based Management of Amendment 80 
Prohibited Species Catch Limit’’ (RIN0648– 
BL42) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3219. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Monitoring Require-
ments for Pot Catcher/Processors Partici-
pating in Bering Sea/Aleutian Islands 
Groundfish Fisheries’’ (RIN0648–BL69) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 15, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3220. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-

rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South At-
lantic; Amendment 52’’ (RIN0648–BM12) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 15, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3221. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Atlantic Surfclam 
and Ocean Quahog Fisheries; 2024 Fishing 
Quotas for Atlantic Surfclams and Ocean 
Quahoogs; and Suspension of Atlantic 
Surfclam Minimum Size Limit’’ (RIN0648– 
XD380) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3222. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
2022 Commercial Hook-and-Line Closure for 
South Atlantic Golden Tilefish’’ (RIN0648– 
XC154) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3223. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Coastal Migratory 
Pelagic Resources of the Gulf of Mexico and 
Atlantic Region; Commercial Closure for At-
lantic Spanish Mackerel in the Northern 
Zone’’ (RIN0648–XC105) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 15, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3224. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘International Fish-
eries; Eastern Pacific Tuna Fisheries; West-
ern and Central Pacific Fisheries for Highly 
Migratory Species; Area of Overlap Between 
the Convention Areas of the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission and the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission’’ 
(RIN0648–BH59) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3225. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘International Fish-
eries; Eastern Pacific Tuna Fisheries; West-
ern and Central Pacific Fisheries for Highly 
Migratory Species; Area of Overlap Between 
the Convention Areas of the Inter-American 
Tropical Tuna Commission and the Western 
and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission’’ 
(RIN0648–BH59) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3226. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens 
Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West Coast 

States; Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery; 
2021–2022 Biennial Specifications and Man-
agement Measures; Inseason Adjustments’’ 
(RIN0648–BL85) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3227. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Magnuson-Stevens 
Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West Coast 
States; Vessel Movement, Monitoring, and 
Declaration Management for the Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery’’ (RIN0648–BI45) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 15, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3228. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Permitting and 
Reporting for Private Recreational Tilefish 
Vessels’’ (RIN0648–XH043) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 15, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3229. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Summer Floun-
der, Scup, and Black Sea Bass Fisheries; Re-
vised 2020 and Projected 2021 Black Sea Bass 
and Scup Specifications’’ (RIN0648–XH043) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 15, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3230. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the 
Northeastern United States; Atlantic Sea 
Scallop Fishery; 2022 Closure of the Northern 
Gulf of Maine Scallop Management Area to 
the Limited Access General Category Fish-
ery’’ (RIN0648–XC033) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 15, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3231. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fisheries; 
Rebuilding Chinook Salmon Stocks’’ 
(RIN0648–BI04) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3232. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘International Fish-
eries; Pacific Tuna Fisheries; Procedures for 
the Active and Inactive Vessel Register’’ 
(RIN0648–BI48) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3233. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
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Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Gray Snapper Management Measures’’ 
(RIN0648–BJ20) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 15, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3234. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Red Snapper Resources of the Gulf of Mex-
ico; 2024 Red Snapper Private Angling Clo-
sure in Federal Waters Off Texas’’ (RIN0648– 
XD535) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 15, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3235. A communication from the Fish-
eries Regulations Specialist, National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service, Department of Com-
merce, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries of the Car-
ibbean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico; 
Partial Holdback of Commercial Quota for 
Gag in the Gulf of Mexico’’ (RIN0648–XD523) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 15, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3236. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Inclusion of Additional 
Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broad-
cast (ADS–B) Out Technical Standard Or-
ders; Incorporation by Reference; Direct 
Final Rule: Confirmation of Effective Date’’ 
((RIN2120–AL70) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1836)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3237. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of United 
States Area Navigation (RNAV) Routes T– 
440, T–4555, T–457, T–459, and T–476, and 
Amendment of RNAV Routes T–358, T–416, 
and T–445; Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1329)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 6, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3238. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Very High 
Frequency Omnidirectional Range (VOR) 
Federal Airway V–16; Northeast United 
States; Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2097)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 6, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3239. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Renaming of Restricted 
Areas R–3002A, R–3002B, R–3002C, R–3002D, R– 
3002E, R–3002F, R–3002G; Fort Benning, GA’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2041)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3240. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 

transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Renaming of Restricted 
Areas R–2103A and R–2103B; Fort Rucker, 
AL’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023– 
2042)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 6, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3241. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Renaming of Restricted 
Areas R–5311A, R–5311B, and R–5311C; Fort 
Bragg, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–0243)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 6, 2023; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC–3242. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Canadian 
Area Navigation Routes Q–907 and Q–951, and 
Establishment of United States Area (RNAV) 
Route T–739; Eastern United States’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1296)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3243. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace, and Establishment of Class 
E Airspace; Winston Salem, NC’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1899)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 13, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3244. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4087’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31517)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3245. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4088’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31518)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3246. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4090’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31520)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3247. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 

and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4089’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31519)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3248. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airworthiness Criteria: Primary Category 
Airworthiness Design Criteria for the ICON 
Aircraft Inc., Model A5–8 Airplane’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1378)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 6, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3249. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22597’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1722)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 6, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3250. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22596’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1804)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 6, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3251. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
The Boeing Company Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22616’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2228)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3252. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Embraer S.A. (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by Yabora Industria Aeronautica S.A.; 
Embraer S.A) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22612’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2154)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3253. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22607’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2152)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3254. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Rolls-Royce Deutschland Ltd & Co KG En-
gines; Amendment 39–22615’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1888)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De-
cember 13, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC–3255. A communication from the Man-

agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22610’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1409)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 13, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3256. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
ATR–GIE Avions de Transport Regional Air-
planes; Amendment 39–22582’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1713)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 13, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3257. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc., Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22600’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1710)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 13, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3258. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4091’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31521)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 26, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3259. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Ap-
proach Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums 
and Obstacle Departure Procedures; Mis-
cellaneous Amendments; Amendment No. 
4092’’ ((RIN2120–AA65) (Docket No. 31522)) re-
ceived during adjournment of the Senate in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 26, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3260. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Renaming of Restricted 
Areas R–2103A, R–2130B; Fort Rucker, AL’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2042)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3261. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Renaming of Restricted 
Areas R–5311A, R–5311B, and R–5311C; Fort 
Bragg, NC’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2043)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3262. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Establishment of United 
States Area Navigation (RNAV) Routes T– 

440, T–455, T–457, T–259, and T–476 and 
Amendment of RNAV Routes T–358, T–416, 
and T–445; Eastern United States’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1329)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 26, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3263. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Restricted 
Area R–2512 Holtville, CA’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–2220)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3264. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Cedartown, GA’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1186)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3265. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace; Latrobe, PA’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2256)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 26, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3266. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace; Ozark, AL and Columbus, 
GA’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023– 
1352)) received during adjournment of the 
Senate in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3267. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class D and 
Class E Airspace; Wilmington, DE’’ 
((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket No. FAA–2023–2192)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3268. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Mount Pleasant, MI’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1787)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3269. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Amendment of Class E Air-
space; Roseau, MN’’ ((RIN2120–AA66) (Docket 
No. FAA–2023–1786)) received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on December 26, 2023; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3270. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-

tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22621’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1719)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3271. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Dassault Aviation Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22608’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1721)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3272. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22606’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1815)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3273. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22605’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1723)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3274. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus SAS Airplanes; Amendment 39–22613’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1645)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3275. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Bombardier, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22622’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1505)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3276. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Embraer S.A. Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22578’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1717)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3277. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
CFM International, S.A. Turbofan Engines; 
Amendment 39–22614’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1216)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:25 Jan 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11JA6.019 S11JAPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S93 January 11, 2024 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3278. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Helicopters Deutschland GmbH 
(AHD) Helicopters; Amendment 39–22599’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1816)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3279. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Honeywell International Inc. Turbofan En-
gines; Amendment 39–22620’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1050)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3280. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Piper Aircraft, Inc. Airplanes; Amendment 
39–22629’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2241)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3281. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type Certificate Pre-
viously Held by Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22604’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1639)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3282. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Safran Helicopter Engines, S.A. (Type Cer-
tificate Previously Held by Turbomeca, S.A.) 
Engines; Amendment 39–22626’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1397)) received 
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 26, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3283. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Helicopteres Guimbal Helicopters; Amend-
ment 39–22627’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. 
FAA–2023–2239)) received during adjournment 
of the Senate in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–3284. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Deutsche Aircraft GmbH (Type Certificate 
Previously Held by 328 Support Services 
GmbH; Avcraft Aerospace GmbH; Fairchild 
Dornier GmbH; Dornier Luftfahrt GmbH) 
Airplanes; Amendment 39–22609’’ ((RIN2120– 
AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1881)) received 

during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem-
ber 26, 2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3285. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Viking Air Limited (Type Certificate Pre-
viously Held by Bombardier, Inc. and de 
Havilland) Airplanes; Amendment 39–22601’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA–2023–1821)) 
received during adjournment of the Senate 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 26, 2023; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3286. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Diamond Aircraft Industries Inc. Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22578’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1812)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3287. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
MHI RJ Aviation ULC (Type Certificate Pre-
viously Held by Bombardier, Inc.) Airplanes; 
Amendment 39–22619’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(Docket No. FAA–2023–1496)) received during 
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 26, 
2023; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC–3288. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Embraer S.A. (Type Certificate Previously 
Held by Yabora Industria Aeronautica S.A.; 
Embraer S.A) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22618’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–1807)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–3289. A communication from the Man-
agement Analyst, Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Airbus Canada Limited Partnership (Type 
Certificate Previously Held by C Series Air-
craft Limited Partnership (CSALP); Bom-
bardier, Inc.) Airplanes; Amendment 39– 
22617’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (Docket No. FAA– 
2023–2229)) received during adjournment of 
the Senate in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 26, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. RICKETTS (for himself and 
Mrs. FISCHER): 

S. 3577. A bill to designate the Federal 
building located at 300 E. 3rd Street in North 
Platte, Nebraska, as the ‘‘Virginia Smith 
Federal Building’’, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. WICKER, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, and Mr. BARRASSO): 

S. 3578. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to prohibit Federal Med-
icaid funding for the administrative costs of 
providing health benefits to individuals who 
are unauthorized immigrants; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL: 
S. 3579. A bill to authorize the Assistant 

Secretary for Mental Health and Substance 
Use to award formula grants to the States to 
address gambling addiction, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CASSIDY (for himself and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 3580. A bill to require institutions of 
higher education participating in Federal 
student aid programs to share information 
about title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
including a link to the webpage of the Office 
for Civil Rights where an individual can sub-
mit a complaint regarding discrimination in 
violation of such title, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KELLY (for himself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 3581. A bill to direct the Administrator 
of the Western Area Power Administration 
to reduce rates for firm electric service cus-
tomers due to shortfalls in generation from 
certain Bureau of Reclamation hydroelectric 
facilities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. BUDD, and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 3582. A bill to require annual reporting 
on the availability of Federal funds to per-
sons and entities of China and activities con-
ducted in collaboration with China, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. 
BRAUN, and Ms. KLOBUCHAR): 

S. 3583. A bill to address patent thickets; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Ms. 
ERNST, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 3584. A bill to require enforcement 
against misbranded egg alternatives; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. HAWLEY): 

S. 3585. A bill to amend title 9, United 
States Code, with respect to arbitration of 
disputes involving human trafficking; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. OSSOFF: 
S. 3586. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 

Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to estab-
lish a grant program to recruit, retain, cer-
tify, and train bilingual law enforcement of-
ficers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. VANCE, 
and Mr. LEE): 

S. 3587. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to immediately initiate 
removal proceedings for aliens whose visas 
are revoked on security or related grounds; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. TILLIS (for himself, Mr. VANCE, 
Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. BUDD, Ms. 
LUMMIS, and Mr. MULLIN): 

S. 3588. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to prohibit Federal funds for 
election administration for States misusing 
the Fourteenth Amendment for political pur-
poses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration. 
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SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 

SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. Res. 519. A resolution congratulating the 
South Dakota State University Jackrabbits 
on winning the 2024 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division I Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision title; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. Res. 520. A resolution congratulating the 
University of Michigan Wolverines football 
team for winning the 2024 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association College Football 
National Championship; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. RICKETTS, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BUDD, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. TILLIS, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida, Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. GRAHAM, Mrs. BRITT, 
Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. 
BENNET, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, and Mr. COTTON): 

S. Res. 521. A resolution commending Tai-
wan for its history of democratic elections, 
and expressing support of Taiwan’s demo-
cratic institutions; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. Res. 522. A resolution to authorize testi-
mony and representation in United States v. 
Todd; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL, 
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mrs. BRITT, Mr. BROWN, Mr. BUDD, 
Ms. BUTLER, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, 
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. FISCHER, Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. 
KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, 
Mr. LEE, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. RICKETTS, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, 
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. SCOTT 
of Florida, Mr. SCOTT of South Caro-
lina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, 

Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. VANCE, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. Res. 523. A resolution honoring the life 
and legacy of the late Senator Herb Kohl; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. SCHMITT (for himself and Mr. 
HAWLEY): 

S. Res. 524. A resolution congratulating the 
University of Missouri Tigers for winning 
the 2023 Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 91 
At the request of Mr. HAGERTY, the 

names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. MULLIN) and the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 91, a bill to award a 
Congressional Gold Medal to 60 dip-
lomats, in recognition of their bravery 
and heroism during the Holocaust. 

S. 173 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 173, a bill to amend chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, to require 
the safe storage of firearms, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 711 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
711, a bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com-
memoration of the invaluable service 
that working dogs provide to society. 

S. 1026 

At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1026, a bill to authorize the appro-
priation of funds to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention for con-
ducting or supporting research on fire-
arms safety or gun violence prevention. 

S. 1442 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
names of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) and the Senator from Wy-
oming (Ms. LUMMIS) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1442, a bill to amend the 
Community Development Banking and 
Financial Institutions Act of 1994 to 
adjust for inflation the maximum 
amount of assistance provided by the 
Community Development Financial In-
stitutions Fund, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1474 

At the request of Mr. MARSHALL, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1474, a bill to amend the Food and 
Nutrition Act of 2008 to establish a 
dairy nutrition incentive program, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1527 

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the 
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN), the Senator 
from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) and the 

Senator from Maine (Mr. KING) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1527, a bill to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to 
ensure that members of the Armed 
Forces and their families have access 
to the contraception they need in order 
to promote the health and readiness of 
all members of the Armed Forces, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1631 

At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
YOUNG) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1631, a bill to enhance the authority 
granted to the Department of Home-
land Security and Department of Jus-
tice with respect to unmanned aircraft 
systems and unmanned aircraft, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1992 

At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1992, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to expand the 
earned income and child tax credits, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2003 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) and the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2003, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of State to provide addi-
tional assistance to Ukraine using as-
sets confiscated from the Central Bank 
of the Russian Federation and other 
sovereign assets of the Russian Federa-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 2337 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2337, a bill to require the 
Administrator of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to promulgate cer-
tain limitations with respect to pre- 
production plastic pellet pollution, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2458 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Ms. BUTLER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2458, a bill to amend the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act to promote crop in-
surance support for beginning farmers 
and ranchers, and for other purposes. 

S. 3348 

At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3348, a bill to amend the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research 
and Control Act of 1998 to address 
harmful algal blooms, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3454 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3454, a bill to prohibit the use of 
Federal funds to purchase at-home 
tests for SARS–CoV–2 from certain for-
eign entities. 
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S. 3564 

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3564, a bill to amend title 
40, United States Code, to include In-
dian Tribes among entities that may 
receive Federal surplus real property 
for certain purposes, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3566 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3566, a bill to require a full audit of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Federal reserve 
banks by the Comptroller General of 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3571 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of South 

Carolina, the names of the Senator 
from Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) and the Sen-
ator from Oklahoma (Mr. MULLIN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3571, a bill to 
protect the right of parents to direct 
the upbringing of their children as a 
fundamental right. 

S. 3576 
At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 

the name of the Senator from Utah 
(Mr. LEE) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 3576, a bill to authorize certain 
States to take certain actions on cer-
tain Federal land to secure an inter-
national border of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 333 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 333, a resolu-
tion designating 2024 as the Year of De-
mocracy as a time to reflect on the 
contributions of the system of Govern-
ment of the United States to a more 
free and stable world. 

S. RES. 515 
At the request of Mr. CRUZ, the 

names of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) and the Senator 
from North Dakota (Mr. HOEVEN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 515, a 
resolution condemning attacks by Ira-
nian military proxies on the armed 
forces of the United States in Iraq and 
Syria and emphasizing the urgency of 
responding to and deterring such at-
tacks. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 519—CON-
GRATULATING THE SOUTH DA-
KOTA STATE UNIVERSITY JACK-
RABBITS ON WINNING THE 2024 
NATIONAL COLLEGIATE ATH-
LETIC ASSOCIATION DIVISION I 
FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP SUB-
DIVISION TITLE 
Mr. THUNE (for himself and Mr. 

ROUNDS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 519 
Whereas, on January 7, 2024, the South Da-

kota State University (referred to in this 
preamble as ‘‘SDSU’’) Jackrabbits defeated 
the University of Montana Grizzlies by a 
score of 23-3 in the 2024 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (referred to in this pre-
amble as the ‘‘NCAA’’) Division I Football 
Championship Subdivision (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘FCS’’) championship 
game in Frisco, Texas; 

Whereas the SDSU Jackrabbits football 
program, for the second consecutive year, 
have won the national championship; 

Whereas the SDSU Jackrabbits finished 
the 2023–2024 season undefeated with an over-
all record of 15 wins and 0 losses, with 8 wins 
and 0 losses in the Missouri Valley Football 
Conference, and earned the #1 seed in the 
FCS playoffs; 

Whereas the SDSU Jackrabbits have quali-
fied for the FCS playoffs in each of the past 
12 seasons; 

Whereas, during the 2023–2024 season, the 
SDSU Jackrabbits— 

(1) averaged 37.33 points and 449.9 yards per 
game; and 

(2) allowed only 9.27 points and 257.2 yards 
per game on average; 

Whereas the Head Coach Jimmy Rogers 
was introduced as the 21st head football 
coach for SDSU on January 20, 2023; 

Whereas Coach Rogers was awarded the 
Stats Perform 2023 Eddie Robinson Award, 
given to the FCS coach of the year; and 

Whereas President Barry Dunn and Ath-
letic Director Justin Sell have cultivated a 
standard of excellence within SDSU ath-
letics and guided the athletic programs at 
SDSU to national prominence: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates and honors the South Da-

kota State University football team on a 
successful season and for winning the 2024 
National Collegiate Athletic Association Di-
vision I Football Championship Subdivision 
title; 

(2) recognizes the hard work, dedication, 
determination, and commitment of the 
South Dakota State University football 
players, coaches, and staff; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) the President of South Dakota State 
University, Barry Dunn; 

(B) the Athletic Director of South Dakota 
State University, Justin Sell; and 

(C) the Head Coach of the South Dakota 
State University Jackrabbits football team, 
Jimmy Rogers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 520—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MICHIGAN WOLVERINES 
FOOTBALL TEAM FOR WINNING 
THE 2024 NATIONAL COLLEGIATE 
ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION COL-
LEGE FOOTBALL NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Ms. STABENOW (for herself and Mr. 

PETERS) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

S. RES. 520 

Whereas, on January 8, 2024, the University 
of Michigan Wolverines football team (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Michigan 
Wolverines’’) won the 2024 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association College Football 
National Championship, defeating the Uni-
versity of Washington Huskies by a score of 
34–13; 

Whereas this victory follows a thrilling 
and historic Rose Bowl playoff victory and 
the team’s 3rd consecutive Big Ten Con-
ference Championship Game victory; 

Whereas the Michigan Wolverines played 
an undefeated season, becoming the first 
football team in school history to achieve a 
perfect 15–0 record in a single season; 

Whereas, this season, the Michigan Wolver-
ines became the first college football pro-
gram in history to win 1,000 games; 

Whereas 46 players on this championship- 
winning team are also Fall 2023 Academic 
All-Big Ten honorees; 

Whereas this national championship vic-
tory marks the 12th time in program history 
the Michigan Wolverines have won the pres-
tigious title of national champions; 

Whereas this victory is a testament to the 
dedication, perseverance, and hard work 
ethic of the players, coaches, and staff of the 
Michigan Wolverines football program; and 

Whereas this remarkable team has made 
the entire State of Michigan deeply proud: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the University of Michi-

gan Wolverines football team for an incred-
ible season and for winning the 2024 National 
Collegiate Athletic Association Football Na-
tional Championship; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of all play-
ers, coaches, and staff who contributed to 
the team’s success; and 

(3) respectfully requests that the Secretary 
of the Senate transmit an enrolled copy of 
this resolution to— 

(A) the President of the University of 
Michigan, Santa Ono; 

(B) the Athletic Director of the University 
of Michigan, Warde Manuel; and 

(C) the Head Coach of the University of 
Michigan Wolverines football team, Jim 
Harbaugh. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 521—COM-
MENDING TAIWAN FOR ITS HIS-
TORY OF DEMOCRATIC ELEC-
TIONS, AND EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT OF TAIWAN’S DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS 

Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. SCHMITT, Mr. RICKETTS, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. BUDD, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
SCHATZ, Mr. ROMNEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. GRAHAM, 
Mrs. BRITT, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. BARRASSO, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, 
and Mr. COTTON) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 521 

Whereas Taiwan, the government of which 
officially calls itself the Republic of China 
(ROC), began transitioning to a liberal de-
mocracy in the late 1980s, lifting martial law 
in 1987 and holding the first direct legislative 
election in 1992 and the first direct presi-
dential election in 1996; 
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Whereas Taiwan has now held 7 presi-

dential, 9 legislative, and many local elec-
tions since the democratic transition, all of 
which were free, fair, and representative of 
the will of the people of Taiwan; 

Whereas Taiwan has peacefully transferred 
presidential power between political parties 
3 times and peacefully transferred par-
liamentary power between political parties 3 
times; 

Whereas the peaceful transfer of power is a 
bedrock of a free, stable, and representative 
political system; 

Whereas the democratic institutions of 
Taiwan codify the freedoms of speech, press, 
assembly, and religion into law, and the citi-
zens of Taiwan have exercised these free-
doms in practice, building a vibrant civil so-
ciety, strong journalistic and media sector, 
and an advanced business community; 

Whereas the rule of law and vibrant civil 
society, diverse economy, and stable polit-
ical system form the basis for the prosperity 
and freedoms of Taiwan, which rank far 
above the global average; and 

Whereas, on January 13, 2024, Taiwan will 
hold its eighth presidential election and 
tenth legislative election since beginning the 
transition to democracy, after which a new 
president, vice president, and legislature will 
take office: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

The Senate— 
(1) commends Taiwan for the example it 

has set for self-governance, not just for the 
Pacific region, but for the world; 

(2) regards the democracy of Taiwan as a 
great strategic strength for the free world 
and an indispensable component of contem-
porary United States-Taiwan relations; 

(3) remains concerned about interference 
in Taiwan’s 2024 elections by the Chinese 
Communist Party; 

(4) is committed to continuing a strong 
partnership across diplomatic, information, 
economic, and cultural domains, regardless 
of the outcome of Taiwan’s 2024 elections; 
and 

(5) remains committed to United States 
policy as established by the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act (Public Law 96–8; 22 U.S.C. 3301 et 
seq.), the Three Communiqués, and the Six 
Assurances towards Taiwan. 
SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as an authorization for the use of 
military force. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 522—TO AU-
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND REP-
RESENTATION IN UNITED 
STATES V. TODD 
Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr. 

MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 522 

Whereas, in the case of United States v. 
Todd, CR. No. 22–166, pending in the United 
States District Court for the District of Co-
lumbia, the prosecution has requested the 
production of testimony from Daniel 
Schwager, a former employee of the Office of 
the Secretary of the Senate; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the 
Senate may direct its counsel to represent 
current and former officers and employees of 
the Senate with respect to any subpoena, 
order, or request for evidence relating to 
their official responsibilities; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand-

ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
may, by the judicial or administrative proc-
ess, be taken from such control or possession 
but by permission of the Senate; and 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate may promote the administration of 
justice, the Senate will take such action as 
will promote the ends of justice consistent 
with the privileges of the Senate: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Daniel Schwager, a former 
employee of the Office of the Secretary of 
the Senate, is authorized to provide relevant 
testimony in the case of United States v. 
Todd, except concerning matters for which a 
privilege should be asserted. 

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author-
ized to represent Mr. Schwager, and any cur-
rent or former officer or employee of the 
Secretary’s office, in connection with the 
production of evidence authorized in section 
one of this resolution. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 523—HON-
ORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE LATE SENATOR HERB 
KOHL 

Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mr. JOHN-
SON, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
BARRASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BUDD, Ms. BUTLER, Ms. 
CANTWELL, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORNYN, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. ERNST, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRA-
HAM, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. HAWLEY, Mr. HEINRICH, 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. KELLY, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEE, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. MANCHIN, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. MULLIN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. MUR-
PHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
REED, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCHMITT, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. TESTER, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. TUBERVILLE, 
Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. VANCE, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. YOUNG) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 523 

Whereas Herb Kohl grew up in the Sher-
man Park neighborhood of Milwaukee, Wis-
consin; 

Whereas Herb Kohl earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from the University of Wisconsin, which 
is now home to the basketball and hockey 
center that bears his name, as well as the 
Herb Kohl Public Service Research Competi-
tion to advance evidence-based policy and 
governance research by faculty members and 

students, which were supported through his 
gifts to the University; 

Whereas, as president of the Kohl’s Cor-
poration, Herb Kohl followed in his father’s 
footsteps and built with his brothers a chain 
of over 50 Kohl’s grocery stores across the 
Midwest; 

Whereas, when the Milwaukee Bucks were 
put up for sale and in danger of being bought 
and moved to another city, Herb Kohl 
stepped forward in 1985 and bought the team 
with the promise to Bucks fans that the 
team would never leave—a promise he ful-
filled when the time came to sell the team in 
2014, donating $100,000,000 to help build a new 
arena for the community; 

Whereas, in 1990, Herb Kohl started the 
Herb Kohl Educational Foundation, which 
has provided more than $34,000,000 in grants 
and scholarships to Wisconsin students, 
teachers, and schools; 

Whereas Herb Kohl answered a call to pub-
lic service in 1988 and ran for the United 
States Senate with a commitment to being 
‘‘nobody’s Senator but yours’’ and working 
across party lines for the people of the State 
he loved; 

Whereas Herb Kohl served Wisconsin in the 
United States Senate for 24 years, bringing 
his business experience to his Senate office 
and treating his more than 5,000,000 Wis-
consin constituents as his customers; 

Whereas Herb Kohl championed issues im-
portant for the people of Wisconsin, fighting 
every day for dairy farmers, working to pro-
tect kids from the threat of gun violence, 
helping seniors secure and keep high quality 
health care, and supporting education at all 
levels, from early childhood through adults 
attending technical colleges and univer-
sities; 

Whereas Herb Kohl served on the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate and was 
Chairman of the Special Committee on 
Aging of the Senate; 

Whereas, throughout his Senate tenure and 
as Chairman of the Special Committee on 
Aging of the Senate, Herb Kohl championed 
initiatives to get individuals, families, and 
communities the health insurance and care 
they needed, focusing on the most vulner-
able—children and seniors—and the most dif-
ficult to reach—rural communities; 

Whereas Herb Kohl used his position as 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate 
to advance Wisconsin’s dairy interests and 
strengthen nutrition programs for children, 
including by expanding after-school feeding 
programs, launching school breakfast start- 
up grants, expanding summer food service 
for students, and leading the charge to fund 
the special supplemental nutrition program 
for women, infants, and children (commonly 
referred to as ‘‘WIC’’), which provides nutri-
tion assistance to pregnant women, infants, 
and children; 

Whereas, as a member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the Senate, Herb Kohl 
worked to provide funding for police depart-
ments across Wisconsin, advance legislation 
for child safety locks on handguns, strength-
en efforts in the State to fight drug traf-
ficking, and institute ratings for video 
games; 

Whereas Herb Kohl’s office assisted Wis-
consinites through individual casework for 
more than 2 decades, earning a reputation as 
having one of the best customer service oper-
ations in the United States Senate; and 

Whereas, on December 27, 2023, at the age 
of 88, Herb Kohl died, leaving behind a legacy 
of dedication and service to the people of 
Wisconsin: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
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(1) the Senate— 
(A) recognizes with profound sorrow and 

deep regret the death of the Honorable Herb 
Kohl, former Senator for the State of Wis-
consin; and 

(B) respectfully requests that the Sec-
retary of the Senate— 

(i) communicate this resolution to the 
House of Representatives; and 

(ii) transmit an enrolled copy of this reso-
lution to the family of the Honorable Herb 
Kohl; and 

(2) when the Senate adjourns today, it 
stands adjourned as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the Honorable Herb 
Kohl. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 524—CON-
GRATULATING THE UNIVERSITY 
OF MISSOURI TIGERS FOR WIN-
NING THE 2023 GOODYEAR COT-
TON BOWL CLASSIC 

Mr. SCHMITT (for himself and Mr. 
HAWLEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

S. RES. 524 

Whereas, on December 29, 2023, the Univer-
sity of Missouri Tigers football team (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘Tigers’’) 
defeated the nationally ranked Ohio State 
University Buckeyes, 14 to 3, to win the 2023 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic (referred to in 
this preamble as the ‘‘Cotton Bowl’’); 

Whereas the victory in the Cotton Bowl is 
a testament to the skill, dedication, and 
hard work of the Tigers; 

Whereas the Tigers demonstrated excep-
tional teamwork and sportsmanship during 
the Cotton Bowl and throughout the 2023 sea-
son; 

Whereas, during the 2023 season, the Tigers 
achieved a record of 11 wins and 2 losses, de-
feating the Ohio State University Buckeyes, 
the University of Arkansas Razorbacks, the 
University of Florida Gators, the University 
of Tennessee Volunteers, the University of 
South Carolina Gamecocks, the University 
of Kentucky Wildcats, the Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Commodores, the University of Mem-
phis Tigers, the Kansas State University 
Wildcats, the Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity Blue Raiders, and the University of 
South Dakota Coyotes; 

Whereas the Tigers attained a final rank-
ing of 8th in the 2023 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘NCAA’’) Division I Football Bowl 
Subdivision (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘FBS’’) football season; 

Whereas the coaching staff, led by the head 
coach of the Tigers, Eliah Drinkwitz, pro-
vided outstanding leadership and strategy, 
contributing significantly to the victories 
throughout the season that culminated with 
the victory in the Cotton Bowl and Eliah 
Drinkwitz being awarded the 2023 South-
eastern Conference (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘SEC’’) Football Coach of the Year; 

Whereas the entire student-athlete roster 
for the Tigers proved to be instrumental in 
the victory in the Cotton Bowl, including 
Brady Cook, Sam Horn, Jake Garcia, Cody 
Schrader, Nathaniel Peat, Jamal Roberts, 
Tavorus Jones, Theo Wease Jr., Marquis 
Johnson, Ja’Marion Wayne, Mookie Cooper, 
Joshua Manning, Mekhi Miller, Tyler Ste-
phens, Brett Norfleet, Jordon Harris, Javon 
Foster, Marcellus Johnson, Xavier Delgado, 
Logan Reichert, Connor Tollison, Bence 
Polgar, Drake Heismeyer, Cam’Ron Johnson, 
Tristan Wilson, Armand Membou, Mitchell 
Walters, Darius Robinson, Nyles Gaddy, Aus-

tin Firestone, Jayden Jernigan, Josh 
Landry, Marquis Gracial, Realus George Jr., 
Kristian Williams, Johnny Walker Jr., Joe 
Moore, DJ Wesolak, Chuck Hicks, Dameon 
Wilson, Ty’Ron Hopper, Triston Newson, 
Daylan Carnell, Sidney Williams, Kris 
Abrams-Draine, Marcus Clarke, Joseph 
Charleston, Tre’Vez Johnson, Phillip Roche, 
Jaylon Carlies, Marvin Burks Jr., Ennis 
Rakestraw Jr., Dreyden Norwood, Shamar 
McNeil, Luke Bauer, Riley Williams, Har-
rison Mevis, Blake Craig, Brett Le Blanc, 
Trey Flint, Luther Burden III, Daniel Blood, 
Andrew Serrano, Nick Quadrini, Jalen Mar-
shall, Sam Williams, Ky Montgomery, Ryan 
Hoerstkamp, Logan Muckey, Jack Meyer, 
Shawn Hendershot, Brandon Solis, Curtis 
Peagler, Jack McGarry, Xavier Machado, 
MaKyi Lee, Jack Kautz, Nate Norris, 
Tommy Reese, Jahkai Lang, Tyson Ellison, 
Ben Straatmann, Isaac Thompson, Carmycah 
Glass, Caimin Hayes, Christopher Kreh, 
Tucker Miller, Devyn Butler, Michael Cox, 
Boyton Cheney, Ricardo Merriweather, 
Bryce Jackson, Serigne Tounkara, Nasir 
Pogue, Anthony Favrow, Noah Flaskamp, 
Micah Manning, Nicholas Deloach Jr., Will 
Norris, Dylan Laible, Brayshawn Littlejohn, 
Tommy Lock, Brett Brown, Demariyon 
‘‘Peanut’’ Houston, and Chad Bailey; 

Whereas Brady Cook, named the Offensive 
Most Valuable Player for the Cotton Bowl, 
and Johnny Walker Jr., named the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player for the Cotton Bowl, 
were acknowledged for their outstanding 
performances during the Cotton Bowl; 

Whereas several players on the Tigers re-
ceived recognition during the 2023 season, in-
cluding— 

(1) 7 players earning 1st or 2nd Team All- 
SEC honors; 

(2) 2 players earning Walter Camp All- 
America honors; and 

(3) 4 players earning Associated Press All- 
America honors; 

Whereas Cody Schrader, who finished the 
season with an impressive 1,627 rushing yards 
and 14 touchdowns, was recognized for his 
outstanding contributions to the success of 
the Tigers, receiving the 2023 Burlsworth 
Trophy, which is awarded annually to the 
most outstanding college football player at 
the FBS level who began their college career 
as a walk-on; and 

Whereas fans of the Tigers demonstrated 
true passion and dedication in supporting 
their team throughout the 2023 NCAA Divi-
sion I FBS football season: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the University of Missouri 

Tigers football team (referred to in this reso-
lution as the ‘‘Tigers’’) on winning the 2023 
Goodyear Cotton Bowl Classic; 

(2) recognizes the achievements, contribu-
tions, and dedication of the players, coaches, 
management, and support staff of the Tigers; 

(3) congratulates the alumni, students, and 
faculty of the University of Missouri; 

(4) recognizes the hard work and commit-
ment of the staff of Faurot Field and AT&T 
Stadium; and 

(5) respectfully directs the Secretary of the 
Senate to transmit an enrolled copy of this 
resolution to— 

(A) the chancellor of the University of Mis-
souri, Mun Choi; 

(B) the director of athletics of the Univer-
sity of Missouri, Desiree Reed-Francois; and 

(C) the head coach of the Tigers, Eliah 
Drinkwitz. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have two requests for committees to 

meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, January 11, 2024, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, January 11, 2024, at 10 a.m., 
to conduct a hearing. 

f 

AUTHORIZING TESTIMONY AND 
REPRESENTATION IN UNITED 
STATES V. TODD 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 522 
submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 522) to authorize tes-
timony and representation in United States 
v. Todd. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, in 
this criminal case pending in Federal 
district court in the District of Colum-
bia and arising out of the events of 
January 6, 2021, the prosecution has re-
quested testimony from a Senate wit-
ness. 

In this case, brought against John 
George Todd III, trial is expected to 
commence on January 22, 2024, and the 
prosecution has requested testimony 
from Daniel Schwager, formerly coun-
sel to the Secretary of the Senate, con-
cerning his knowledge and observa-
tions of the process and constitutional 
and legal bases for Congress’s counting 
of the Electoral College votes. Senate 
Secretary Berry would like to cooper-
ate with this request by providing rel-
evant testimony in this trial from Mr. 
Schwager. 

In keeping with the rules and prac-
tices of the Senate, this resolution 
would authorize the production of rel-
evant testimony from Mr. Schwager, 
with representation by the Senate 
legal counsel. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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The resolution (S. Res. 522) was 

agreed to. 
The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF THE LATE SENATOR HERB 
KOHL 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent the Senate pro-
ceed to the consideration of S. Res. 523, 
which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 523) honoring the life 

and legacy of the late Senator Herb Kohl. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 523) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. SCHUMER. And let me just say, 
speaking on behalf of so many of us in 
the Senate, we dearly miss Herb Kohl. 
He was just a fine man, a fine Senator, 
and a gentle voice—something we very 
much miss in the Senate. 

f 

WORKING DOG HEALTH AND 
WELFARE ACT OF 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 281, S. 2414. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant bill clerk read as fol-
lows: 

A bill (S. 2414) to require agencies with 
working dog programs to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Government Account-
ability Office relating to the health and wel-
fare of working dogs, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Working Dog 
Health and Welfare Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPLEMENTATION OF WORKING DOG REC-

OMMENDATIONS. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given the term in section 551 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

(2) WORKING DOG.—The term ‘‘working dog’’ 
means a dog that has received specialized train-

ing in order to perform a particular productive 
function. 

(3) WORKING DOG PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘work-
ing dog program’’ means a program, the oper-
ations of which include the employment of 
working dogs. 

(4) WORKING DOG RECOMMENDATIONS.—The 
term ‘‘working dog recommendations’’ means 
the recommendations included in the report of 
the Government Accountability Office entitled 
‘‘Working Dogs: Federal Agencies Need to Better 
Address Health and Welfare’’, as published in 
October 2022. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after 

the date of enactment of this Act, the head of 
each agency that manages a working dog pro-
gram shall implement the working dog rec-
ommendations. 

(2) CONTRACTORS.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, a con-
tractor that manages a working dog program on 
behalf of an agency shall implement the work-
ing dog recommendations. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the 
date on which the head of an agency or a con-
tractor that manages a working dog program on 
behalf of an agency implements the working dog 
recommendations under this subsection, the 
head of the agency shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Oversight and Accountability of the House of 
Representatives a report on the explicit steps the 
agency or contractor has taken to complete the 
implementation. 

(c) FOREIGN PARTNERS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of State shall take appropriate steps 
to ensure that donations of working dogs pro-
vided to foreign partners by the Department of 
State are executed and monitored according to 
the working dog recommendations. 

(d) NEW WORKING DOG PROGRAMS.—With re-
spect to an agency that establishes a working 
dog program, or enters into a contract for the 
establishment of a working dog program, after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the head of 
the agency shall ensure that the working dog 
program implements the working dog rec-
ommendations. 

(e) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated for the 
purpose of carrying out this Act. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported sub-
stitute amendment be agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 2414), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 
12, 2024, THROUGH TUESDAY, 
JANUARY 16, 2024 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned under the 
provisions of S. Res. 523 to convene for 
a pro forma session only, with no busi-
ness being conducted, at 8:45 a.m. on 
Friday, January 12; that when the Sen-
ate adjourns on Friday, it stand ad-

journed until 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 16; that on Tuesday, following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; that upon conclusion of 
morning business, the Senate resume 
consideration of the motion to proceed 
to Calendar No. 243, H.R. 2872, and that 
the cloture motion with respect to the 
motion to proceed ripen at 5:45 p.m.; 
further, that if a motion to discharge 
the Committee on Foreign Relations 
from further consideration of S. Res. 
504 is made during Tuesday’s session, 
that the Senate vote in relation to the 
motion to discharge at 5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. So for the informa-
tion of all Senators, we expect Senator 
SANDERS to move to discharge his reso-
lution on Tuesday. Senator SANDERS’ 
resolution is privileged so Senators 
should expect a vote in relation to the 
resolution on Tuesday at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by a vote on cloture on the mo-
tion to proceed to the legislative vehi-
cle for the CR. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. If there is no further 
business to come before the Senate, I 
ask that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order following the remarks of 
Senators SULLIVAN and KAINE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Alaska. 
f 

COMMENDING TAIWAN FOR ITS 
HISTORY OF DEMOCRATIC ELEC-
TIONS, AND EXPRESSING SUP-
PORT OF TAIWAN’S DEMOCRATIC 
INSTITUTIONS 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam President, I 
am honored to be on the floor with my 
colleague, Senator KAINE from Vir-
ginia, and we are getting ready to pass 
in the U.S. Senate, unanimously, a res-
olution commending Taiwan for its his-
tory of democratic elections and ex-
pressing support of Taiwan’s demo-
cratic institutions and its upcoming 
elections this Saturday. 

This resolution we have has half the 
U.S. Senate as cosponsors, and we are 
going to pass it here in a few minutes. 
That means every Senator in the U.S. 
Senate is supporting this. 

So why are we doing this? Well, it is 
very important. Taiwan has a Presi-
dential election this Saturday. And, of 
course, the Chinese Communist Party 
and Xi Jinping are doing everything 
they can to coerce the Taiwanese peo-
ple to interfere in the election, and 
that is something that we are not sup-
portive of at all. 

This resolution goes through the his-
tory of Taiwan’s democracy. It men-
tions that on Saturday, January 13, 
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Taiwan will hold its 8th Presidential 
election and 10th legislative election 
since it began its transition to democ-
racy. 

It then moves to the sense of the U.S. 
Senate, where we are commending Tai-
wan for the example it has set for self- 
governance—not just in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, but throughout the whole 
world where the Senate regards the de-
mocracy of Taiwan as a great strategic 
strength for the free world and an in-
dispensable component of contem-
porary United States-Taiwan relations, 
and a sense of the Senate in this reso-
lution that we all—all 100 of us—re-
main concerned about the Chinese 
Communist Party’s aggressive inter-
ference that is happening right now. 

We have had two very good articles 
recently in our American press. Here is 
one from the Wall Street Journal. 

(Mr. BOOKER assumed the Chair.) 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the Wall Street Journal arti-
cle entitled ‘‘China Isn’t Backing Off 
Taiwan: President Xi Jinping is using 
military pressure and propaganda to 
sway the island’s presidential election 
in January’’ be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Wall Street Journal, Nov. 24, 2023] 

CHINA ISN’T BACKING OFF TAIWAN 
(By the Editorial Board) 

President Biden’s recent meeting with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping in San Francisco 
has been portrayed by both sides as a step 
forward in relations. But for all the good vi-
brations, Mr. Xi isn’t giving up his ambition 
to retake Taiwan, not least by meddling in 
the island’s January presidential election. 

Mr. Xi warned Mr. Biden in California to 
stop arming Taiwan and not to interfere in 
the election in favor of the ruling Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (DPP) that China 
dislikes. Mr. Biden said he told Mr. Xi that 
he ‘‘didn’t expect any interference, any at 
all,’’ in Taiwan’s campaign. 

But that’s not how Beijing sees it. China 
deploys propaganda and military intimida-
tion to nudge Taiwanese toward the Kuo-
mintang, the party friendlier to Beijing. Bei-
jing works hard to infiltrate Taiwan’s civil 
society—from media to the business commu-
nity. 

One popular Chinese theme is to promote 
suspicion of the U.S. and its intentions. A re-
cent report by the Information Operations 
Research Group in Taiwan found 84 examples 
over three years of Chinese government and 
media suggesting that Washington will aban-
don Taiwan, and that the elite of the U.S. 
and Taiwan are colluding to exploit Taiwan, 
among other propaganda. 

The Communist Party is also ratcheting 
up its military harassment. Chinese military 
aircraft violate the island’s air defense zone 
‘‘on an almost daily basis,’’ as the U.S.- 
China Economic and Security Review Com-
mission said in a November report to Con-
gress. 

The People’s Liberation Army (PLA) ran 
1,737 such sorties in 2022, according to the re-
port, up from a mere 20 sorties in 2019. Jets 
flew over the Taiwan Strait’s dividing line in 
2019 for the first time since 1999—and now 
those median incursions are routine. 

Beijing is running increasingly sophisti-
cated military exercises—joint operations to 
seize ‘‘control of the sea, air, and informa-
tion domains around Taiwan,’’ as the report 

to Congress notes. These dress rehearsals are 
making the PLA more capable. Next year 
could be rough if the Taiwanese dare to elect 
the DPP’s Lai Ching-te on Jan. 13. 

The U.S. will hold its own election next 
year, and Mr. Xi might see an opening to 
strike while Americans are consumed with 
internal divisions. Mr. Xi has told his mili-
tary to be ready to fight for Taiwan by 2027, 
but his economy is struggling and neighbors 
such as Japan are building up their defenses. 
He could perceive that his window of oppor-
tunity is closing. 

A D-Day-style amphibious assault is not 
the only scenario the U.S. and Taiwan might 
face. Mr. Xi could provoke a crisis by seizing 
an outlying island. Taiwan this year accused 
Chinese-flagged vessels of ‘‘deliberately cut-
ting the two undersea internet cables’’ to 
Taiwan’s Matsu Island, as the report to Con-
gress details. 

Beijing could also try to choke off Taiwan 
in a blockade, either on its own or as a prel-
ude to an assault. Would America send the 
U.S. Navy to escort ships and risk a shooting 
war? Or watch as the island’s economy runs 
out of food and fuel? 

The U.S. will wish it had deterred the cri-
sis when faced with these grim choices. Far 
better to avoid this conflict than to fight it 
in any form. Call it an early new year’s reso-
lution for President Biden: Arm Taiwan at a 
faster clip, and show U.S. national will by 
building up America’s Pacific defenses so Mr. 
Xi believes that taking Taiwan isn’t worth 
the cost. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Wash-
ington Post article entitled ‘‘4 ways 
China is trying to interfere in Taiwan’s 
presidential election’’ be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Washington Post, Jan. 11, 2024] 
4 WAYS CHINA IS TRYING TO INTERFERE IN 

TAIWAN’S PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
(By Lily Kuo, Pei-Lin Wu, Vic Chiang and 

Joseph Menn) 
TAIPEI, TAIWAN—Floating high-altitude 

balloons over the island, funding pro-Beijing 
social media influencers, and hosting local 
officials on lavish trips to China: These are 
among the tactics Beijing is accused of de-
ploying to influence Taiwan’s presidential 
election to be held on Saturday. 

For years, Taiwan—which Beijing claims is 
an ‘‘inalienable’’ part of China—has been the 
target of Chinese influence campaigns aimed 
at convincing citizens that coming under 
Chinese Communist Party rule is their best 
option. Those efforts have come to the fore 
ahead of what is expected to be the closest 
presidential and legislative race for the is-
land democracy in decades. 

Taiwanese authorities are investigating 102 
cases of foreign interference related to this 
year’s election, according to the Supreme 
Prosecutors Office—the highest number 
since Taiwan enacted an anti-infiltration 
law in 2019. Many of them are related to 
China, which has an interest in unseating 
the ruling Democratic Progressive Party 
(DPP), which it sees as promoting formal 
independence, and seeing a more Beijing- 
friendly president in office. 

How these attempts fare matter beyond 
Taiwan. The next Taiwanese president’s 
stance toward Beijing will be a factor in 
whether China initiates conflict in the Tai-
wan Strait, one that could draw in the 
United States and neighboring countries, 
disrupting global shipping lanes and supplies 
of critical technology. 

What’s more, influence tactics that prove 
useful in Taiwan could be replicated else-

where. Taiwanese Foreign Minister Joseph 
Wu warned on Tuesday: ‘‘In 2024, there are 
more than 40 important democratic elections 
in the world. If China succeeds in Taiwan, 
China will use that experience to interfere in 
the elections of other countries.’’ 

But measuring the impact or even the 
presence of Chinese influence efforts is be-
coming more difficult. Aware that overly 
blunt tactics could push voters away from 
China’s preferred party—the Kuomintang 
(KMT)—and toward the DPP, which is lead-
ing in polls, China appears wary of overdoing 
it. 

‘‘There’s a real potential for it to back-
fire,’’ said Alexander Dukalskis, an associate 
professor at University College Dublin and 
the author of ‘‘Making the World Safe for 
Dictatorship.’’ ‘‘People don’t want to be 
bullied and intimidated into being told how 
to vote.’’ 

The Biden administration has warned 
China against interfering, while Beijing has 
accused the DPP of ‘‘hyping up’’ the military 
threat from China for votes. 

‘‘The Chinese have been hammering away 
at them with so many different kinds of 
mechanisms, and it looks at least right now 
that their least favorite candidate is going 
to win,’’ said a senior U.S. administration of-
ficial, who spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity because of the matter’s sensitivity. 
‘‘So that is an indication that the system is 
more resilient.’’ 

Whether or not these measures affect the 
election, they can still further China’s aims 
in Taiwan steadily and gradually. ‘‘If I can 
influence 3 to 5 percent of the people, then I 
can influence the election result,’’ said 
Chang Chun-Hao, a professor of political 
science at Tunghai University in Taiwan. 
‘‘And even if you don’t affect the election re-
sults, you have still furthered the unifica-
tion campaign.’’ 

These are the four main ways Beijing has 
been accused of trying to interfere in Tai-
wan’s presidential election this year: 

1. SOWING INFORMATION CHAOS 
Chinese misinformation in Taiwan used to 

be easier to catch, with news articles or so-
cial media posts clunkily written with vo-
cabulary used mainly in China or in sim-
plified Chinese text instead of the tradi-
tional script used in Taiwan. Now, that cam-
paign has been localized, and Chinese propa-
gandists have been encouraged to amplify 
authentic local disputes and divisions, said 
Tim Niven, head of research at Taiwan’s 
Doublethink Lab. ‘‘It’s putting Taiwanese 
polarization on steroids,’’ he said. 

In the past year, Taiwan has been awash 
with rumors, including that Taiwanese offi-
cials, under orders from Washington, were 
collecting blood samples from citizens to en-
gineer genetic weapons against China, or 
that the United States pushed Taiwanese 
chipmaker TSMC to set up a factory in Ari-
zona so it could abandon Taiwan and its chip 
supply chains. 

For months, the idea that the United 
States is not a reliable partner, a concept 
known as yimeilun, or ‘‘America skep-
ticism,’’ has gained traction thanks to con-
sistent amplification by Chinese media. 

Beijing’s influence campaign has also 
tapped networks of local Beijing-friendly 
content creators. Taiwanese authorities are 
investigating a digital media company that 
runs more than 20 Facebook pages with large 
followings and regularly criticizes the DPP. 

The group’s owner was offered content and 
financial support by a Chinese state media 
journalist, according to screenshots of the 
conversations shared with The Washington 
Post by a security officer involved in the 
case. 

The officer, who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to share details of an ongoing in-
vestigation, said Chinese propagandists often 
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pay Taiwanese influencers to spread nar-
ratives that undermine Taiwan’s democratic 
process. Sometimes the goal isn’t nec-
essarily to support a particular candidate, 
but rather to disrupt the election and ‘‘make 
it chaotic,’’ he said. 

2. CO-OPTING LOCAL OFFICIALS 
Over the past year, China has taken hun-

dreds of local-level Taiwanese officials to 
Chinese cities. There, sway efforts have been 
as blatant as handing out vouchers for the 
streaming platform iQiyi and instructing the 
visitors to vote for pro-unification can-
didates, according to Taiwan’s prosecutors 
office. 

These exchanges, in which Taiwanese offi-
cials are hosted in China on heavily sub-
sidized trips, have long been seen as an ave-
nue for grass-roots influence operations, 
with the expectation that they will return 
with a pro-China message. Taiwanese au-
thorities are investigating 40 people in rela-
tion to these visits and potential election in-
terference. 

In other cases, the message was more sub-
tle. Chinese officials told their Taiwanese 
guests to remember that the two sides of the 
Taiwan Strait are ‘‘one family,’’ according 
to officials who went on these exchanges. In 
some, the Chinese hosts were careful not to 
say anything about the election for risk of 
jeopardizing these visits. 

‘‘They would say that the mainland very 
much hopes the two sides of the Taiwan 
Strait can be united and that everyone can 
sit down and talk,’’ said one village chief 
from the Taipei area who went on two trips 
to China last year. He spoke on the condition 
of anonymity because he is among those 
being investigated. 

‘‘They all want to push unification, or to 
infiltrate your thinking. It’s just some use 
more subtle methods and others use more 
crude methods,’’ he said. 

3. WIELDING ECONOMIC STICKS AND CARROTS 
Starting Jan. 1, China canceled pref-

erential tariffs on 12 chemical compounds 
from Taiwan. On Tuesday, China’s Com-
merce Ministry said it was studying the pos-
sibility of canceling other tariff concessions 
for agriculture, fish, machinery, auto parts 
and textiles, measures that Chinese officials 
said would continue if the DPP maintains its 
‘‘pro-independence position.’’ 

At the same time, Beijing is dangling car-
rots to others that show some fealty to 
China. In June, Chinese authorities resumed 
previously banned imports of sugar apples 
from some companies after the mayor of 
Taitung, where the fruit is grown, visited 
China along with the KMT’s vice chairman. 

In December, China said it would resume 
some imports of grouper after banning it in 
June. But only imports from six individuals 
and one company, whose chairman visited 
China the month before, will be allowed. 

‘‘The goal is telling those voters who have 
economic ties with China that they better 
vote for the candidate [Beijing] prefers,’’ 
said Chiou Yi-Hung, an associate professor of 
international relations at National Yang 
Ming Chiao Tung University. 

4. RAMPING UP ‘GRAY ZONE’ MILITARY 
INTIMIDATION 

China’s military, the People’s Liberation 
Army, has increased military incursions 
near Taiwan over the past year to remind 
citizens of Beijing’s promise to ‘‘reunite’’ 
with Taiwan by force if necessary. 

Ahead of the election, China appears to be 
using new forms of ‘‘gray zone’’ tactics, ag-
gressive measures that stop short of open 
conflict and are meant to intimidate. Since 
December, China has sent at least 31 high-al-
titude balloons—similar to the one discov-
ered and shot down over the United States 

last year—into Taiwan’s airspace. Taiwan’s 
Defense Ministry described the balloons as 
‘‘cognitive warfare’’ intended to demoralize 
Taiwan’s 23 million people. 

On Tuesday, days before polls were to 
open, China launched a satellite that unex-
pectedly crossed over southern Taiwan be-
fore entering space, according to Taiwan’s 
Defense Ministry. The launch prompted a 
rare nationwide emergency alert, whose 
English version mistakenly described the ob-
ject in question as ‘‘a missile flyover,’’ 
alarming residents. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, we 
are almost certainly facing a volatile 
and maybe even dangerous period in 
the Taiwan Strait because of the Chi-
nese Communist Party. The election is 
January 13. The inauguration won’t 
take place until May. So what we need 
to do as a country is to provide steady, 
unwavering resolve and support of Tai-
wan’s democracy, and, of course, we 
need to continue to critically enhance 
cross-strait deterrence. 

I will end with one final thing before 
my colleague from Virginia, I know, 
wants to say a few words on this impor-
tant resolution. But this is also a vul-
nerability for the Chinese Communist 
Party and Xi Jinping himself. Think 
about it. This undermines—this elec-
tion—all of these elections in Taiwan— 
undermine the central premise of the 
Chinese Communist Party’s rule that 
one dictator knows what is best for 1.4 
billion people, in perpetuity, for as 
long as he is alive. 

What I guarantee you the dictators 
in Beijing are worried about is that 
people in China are going to look 
across the Taiwan Strait and go: Wait 
a minute. How come we can’t do that? 
Chinese democracy, how come we can’t 
do that? 

What we are doing right now is show-
ing commitment and resolve for Tai-
wanese democracy. 

I am proud to say, many, many years 
ago, on the eve of Taiwan’s first elec-
tion, the Chinese Communist Party 
moved its military up. They shot mis-
siles over Taiwan. This is now referred 
to as the ‘‘Third Taiwan Strait Crisis.’’ 
It was a huge crisis in 1995, 1996. And 
President Clinton, to his credit, sent 
two carrier strike groups and a Marine 
amphibious ready group to show Amer-
ican commitment and resolve. 

I was a young infantry officer on one 
of those Navy ships during that time in 
the Taiwan Strait, showing American 
commitment and resolve, and that is 
what we are doing with this resolution 
on now their eighth Presidential elec-
tion in Taiwan, and I am honored to be 
here with Senator KAINE to pass this 
unanimous Senate resolution in sup-
port of Taiwan democracy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise with 
my colleague from Alaska, Senator 
SULLIVAN. He and I are good col-
leagues. We work together on the 
Armed Services Committee. I work 
closely with him. I learn a lot from 
him. And, usually, on Thursday after-
noons, I am learning about an Alaskan 

of the week from Senator SULLIVAN. 
But here it is on a Thursday afternoon, 
and we are standing to offer a unani-
mous consent resolution in support of 
Taiwanese democracy. 

I want to drill that just a little bit 
more of what a good news story Tai-
wanese democracy is. As many of you 
know, Taiwan was a single-party na-
tion under martial law through much 
of its history through the end of the 
1980s. In the late 1980s, Taiwan made a 
decision. It made a fundamental deci-
sion to move toward democracy. 

It had its first legislative elections in 
the early 1990s and its first Presi-
dential election in 1996. And since that 
election, as my colleague mentioned, it 
has had numerous Presidential elec-
tions, numerous legislative elections; 
and, often, those elections have led to 
transfer in power—transfer of the Pres-
idency from one party to another, 
transfer of legislative majority from 
one party to another. 

But Taiwan has built a democracy 
that is stable enough to withstand 
that, and its respect for human rights, 
freedom of religion, free press, and its 
successful economy has borne proof to 
the notion that allowing all Taiwanese 
to participate in democracy has been 
wonderful for Taiwanese society. 

I think Taiwan is a great example. 
Often in this Chamber, we are grap-
pling with really tough issues around 
the world. We wonder: Will Cuba ever 
be a human rights respecting democ-
racy? Look at Taiwan. What about 
Venezuela? Look at Taiwan. What 
about the People’s Republic of China? 
Look at Taiwan. What about Russia? 
Look at Taiwan. 

It is important that we shine a spot-
light on nations that have made the 
transition from authoritarian to de-
mocracy and succeeded socially, politi-
cally, culturally, economically in that 
transition. 

As my colleague said, that is a good- 
news sign, but it is also a sign that 
makes dictators very, very worried. 

The purpose for this resolution is to 
stand and support Taiwanese democ-
racy. As my colleague mentioned, 
China has been very engaged in dis- 
and misinformation campaigns sur-
rounding this election. 

The election is this weekend. The in-
auguration will not be until May. We 
could even foresee some potential chal-
lenge between the election and the in-
auguration, and we need to stand 
strong and support Taiwanese democ-
racy to do so. 

Last thing I will say is this: I led a 
delegation from the Senate about ex-
actly a month ago to Guatemala under 
some similar circumstances, and the 
President who was in the chair just a 
few minutes before you, Senator BUT-
LER, came along with me, along with 
some other Senate and House col-
leagues. 

There was a Presidential election in 
Guatemala and President-elect 
Bernardo Arevalo was swept into office 
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on an anti-corruption campaign, prom-
ising Guatemalan citizens a real de-
mocracy that they have deserved for a 
very long time. 

The outgoing government was trying 
to disrupt the prospect of a peaceful 
transfer of power, and so we took a bi-
cameral delegation down to talk tough 
to the outgoing government and to 
speak up for the incoming government 
and try to preserve democracy in Gua-
temala. 

Why do I bring that up now? I bring 
it up because Guatemala is one of the 
few nations in the world that recog-
nizes Taiwan, and there had been a 
very furious and corrupt effort by 
China to get the government or Presi-
dential candidates to guarantee they 
would switch allegiance from Taiwan 
to the People’s Republic of China. 

When we were there supporting the 
will of the Guatemalan people who 
overwhelmingly elected Bernardo 
Arevalo to be their next President, he 
made a commitment to us that they 
weren’t going to change, they weren’t 
going to succumb to Chinese pressure. 
They were going to continue to stand 
together with another democracy that 
is moving forward. 

That inauguration will happen on 
Sunday. The Taiwanese election hap-
pens on Saturday. We are standing here 
together, Senator SULLIVAN and I, to 
support democracies around the world, 
whether it be Taiwan in East Asia, 
Guatemala in Central America; the 
United States should stand up for those 
who are embracing a democratic path, 
and I am proud to support—along with 
so many of our colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle—this UC resolution. 

And with that, I yield to my col-
league from Alaska. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I 
want to thank my colleague from Vir-
ginia. And right here, I have the reso-
lution. As I mentioned, half the U.S. 
Senate—Democrats and Republicans— 
are cosponsors of this important reso-
lution commending Taiwan for its his-
tory of democratic elections, express-
ing concern about the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s interference in this up-
coming election, and expressing our 
support for Taiwan’s democratic insti-
tutions. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of S. Res. 521, submitted 
earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 521) commending Tai-

wan for its history of democratic elections, 
and expressing support of Taiwan’s demo-
cratic institutions. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 

and that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 521) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, for 
those watching all over the world, this 
Senate resolution, with 50 Democratic 
and Republican Senate cosponsors, has 
now passed the U.S. Senate as an offi-
cial resolution commending the people 
of Taiwan for their democratic elec-
tions and expressing our support for 
the upcoming election this Saturday. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 8:45 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order and pursuant to S. 
Res. 523, the Senate stands adjourned 
until 8:45 a.m. on Friday, January 12, 
and does so as a further mark of re-
spect to the late Herb Kohl, Senator 
from Wisconsin. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3:11 p.m., 
adjourned until Friday, January 12, 
2024, at 8:45 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

JAMES R. IVES, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL, DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY, VICE ERIC M. 
THORSON. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

NELSON W. CUNNINGHAM, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE A DEPUTY UNITED STATES TRADE REP-
RESENTATIVE (WESTERN HEMISPHERE, EUROPE, THE 
MIDDLE EAST, LABOR, AND ENVIRONMENT), WITH THE 
RANK OF AMBASSADOR, VICE JAYME RAY WHITE. 

MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE CORPORATION 

STUART ALAN LEVEY, OF MARYLAND, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MILLENNIUM 
CHALLENGE CORPORATION FOR A TERM OF THREE 
YEARS, VICE MICHAEL O. JOHANNS, TERM EXPIRED. 

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
AND DEVELOPMENT 

LEONARDO MARTINEZ–DIAZ, OF MARYLAND, TO BE 
UNITED STATES EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP-
MENT FOR A TERM OF TWO YEARS, VICE ADRIANA DEB-
ORA KUGLER, RESIGNED. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

JENNIFER M. ADAMS, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF CAREER 
MINISTER, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF CABO VERDE. 

B. BIX ALIU, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER–COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO MONTENEGRO. 

ARTHUR W. BROWN, OF PENNSYLVANIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO TO THE REPUBLIC OF ECUADOR. 

ROBERT WILLIAM FORDEN, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA. 

DAVID J. KOSTELANCIK, OF ILLINOIS, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA. 

RICHARD MILLS, JR., OF GEORGIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA. 

LISA PETERSON, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF BURUNDI. 

RICHARD H. RILEY IV, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF SOMALIA. 

ELIZABETH ROOD, OF PENNSYLVANIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO TURKMENISTAN. 

MICHAEL SFRAGA, OF ALASKA, TO BE AMBASSADOR AT 
LARGE FOR ARCTIC AFFAIRS. 

STEPHANIE SANDERS SULLIVAN, OF MARYLAND, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER, TO BE REPRESENTATIVE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE AFRICAN 
UNION, WITH THE RANK AND STATUS OF AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY. 

MARGARET L. TAYLOR, OF MARYLAND, TO BE LEGAL 
ADVISER OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, VICE JEN-
NIFER GILLIAN NEWSTEAD, RESIGNED. 

MARK TONER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF LIBERIA. 

PAMELA M. TREMONT, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF ZIMBABWE. 

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

STEPHEN H. RAVAS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE INSPECTOR 
GENERAL, CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMU-
NITY SERVICE, VICE DEBORAH J. JEFFREY, RESIGNED. 

FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH REVIEW 
COMMISSION 

MOSHE Z. MARVIT, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A MEM-
BER OF THE FEDERAL MINE SAFETY AND HEALTH RE-
VIEW COMMISSION FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS EXPIRING 
AUGUST 30, 2028, VICE ARTHUR R. TRAYNOR III, TERM EX-
PIRED. 

THE JUDICIARY 

ADRIENNE JENNINGS NOTI, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE FREDERICK HOWARD 
WEISBERG, RETIRED. 

TANYA MONIQUE JONES BOSIER, OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPE-
RIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE 
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE GERALD FISHER, RE-
TIRED. 

DANNY LAM HOAN NGUYEN, OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE FERN FLANAGAN SADDLER, 
RETIRED. 

KENECHUKWU ONYEMAECHI OKOCHA, OF THE DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SU-
PERIOR COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE 
TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS, VICE WILLIAM WARD NOOTER, 
RETIRED. 

KATHERINE E. OLER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE JOHN M. CAMPBELL, RETIRED. 

JUDITH E. PIPE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, TO BE 
AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS, VICE MICHAEL L. RANKIN, RETIRED. 

CHARLES J. WILLOUGHBY, JR., OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS, WILLIAM M. JACKSON, RETIRED. 

FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY 

ANNE MARIE WAGNER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY FOR A 
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JULY 1, 2024, VICE ER-
NEST W. DUBESTER, TERM EXPIRED. 

ANNE MARIE WAGNER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY FOR A 
TERM OF FIVE YEARS EXPIRING JULY 1, 2029. (RE-
APPOINTMENT) 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

GARY D. GRIMES, SR., OF ARKANSAS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF AR-
KANSAS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE GREGORY 
SCOTT TABOR, RESIGNED. 

JOSEPH R. ADAMS, OF WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
WEST VIRGINIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE J. 
C. RAFFETY, TERM EXPIRED. 

UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION 

JOHN GLEESON, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2029. (REAPPOINTMENT) 
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CLARIA HORN BOOM, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A MEMBER 

OF THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR 
A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2029. (REAPPOINTMENT) 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
JOHNNY C. GOGO, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED 

STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF GUAM AND 
CONCURRENTLY UNITED STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS FOR 
THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE ALICIA ANNE GARRIDO 
LIMTIACO, TERM EXPIRED. 

JOSHUA S. LEVY, OF MASSACHUSETTS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES ATTORNEY FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHU-
SETTS FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE RACHAEL S. 
ROLLINS, RESIGNED. 

APRIL M. PERRY, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JOHN R. LAUSCH, 
JR., RESIGNED. 

REBECCA C. LUTZKO, OF OHIO, TO BE UNITED STATES 
ATTORNEY FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO FOR 

THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JUSTIN E. HERDMAN, 
RESIGNED. 

ROY W. MINTER, JR., OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF 
GEORGIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE DAVID L. 
LYONS, TERM EXPIRED. 

MICHAEL PURNELL, OF MISSISSIPPI, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
MISSISSIPPI FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE DAN-
IEL R. MCKITTRICK, TERM EXPIRED. 

DALE L. BELL, OF MISSISSIPPI, TO BE UNITED STATES 
MARSHAL FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI 
FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE MARK B. SHEP-
HERD. 

DAVID O. BARNETT, JR., OF NEW MEXICO, TO BE 
UNITED STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW 
MEXICO FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE SONYA K. 
CHAVEZ, TERM EXPIRED. 

CLINTON J. FUCHS, OF MARYLAND, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE JOHNNY LEWIS 
HUGHES, TERM EXPIRED. 

DAVID L. LEMMON II, OF WEST VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES MARSHAL FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF 
WEST VIRGINIA FOR THE TERM OF FOUR YEARS, VICE 
MICHAEL T. BAYLOUS, TERM EXPIRED. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate January 11, 2024: 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

ERIKA L. MCENTARFER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE COMMISSIONER OF LABOR STATISTICS, DE-
PARTMENT OF LABOR, FOR A TERM OF FOUR YEARS. 
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EVELYN HICKMAN 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Evelyn Hickman for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Evelyn has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Evelyn, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Evelyn’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Three Creeks K–8 
School and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Evelyn Hick-
man on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
DUTCHESS COUNTY DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY WILLIAM GRADY 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the career of Dutchess County District 
Attorney William Grady. William is retiring after 
40 years of serving the Dutchess County com-
munity as District Attorney. 

William began his career in the District At-
torney’s Office in 1970 after his service in the 
U.S. Army, where he reached the rank of cap-
tain and received a Bronze Star. He started as 
an Assistant DA and was first elected as Dis-
trict Attorney in 1983. William has been re- 
elected 10 times and is currently the longest 
serving district attorney in New York State. 

Under William’s leadership, the Dutchess 
County District Attorney’s Office has grown to 
a full-time staff of 39 attorneys which includes 
20 female prosecutors. During his tenure Wil-
liam worked with Dutchess County to develop 
programs that address issues that lead to 
crime, such as substance abuse and mental 
health. These programs include the Dutchess 
County Drug Task Force, the Domestic Abuse 
Response Team, and the DWI Bureau. Wil-
liam has truly worked tirelessly to improve the 
criminal justice system in Dutchess County 
and keep residents safe. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in honoring the career of 
Dutchess County District Attorney William 
Grady. We wish him nothing but the best in 
his well-earned retirement. 

COMMENDING THE HONORABLE 
JOSH KEENAN ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and commend The Honorable Josh 
Keenan, on his retirement. 

Born in the City of Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania in 1937, The Honorable Mayor Josh 
Keenan attended and graduated from North-
east Catholic High School as a member of 
their Philadelphia Inter League Commission 
Championship Basketball Team in 1956. After 
graduating from High School, Mayor Josh 
Keenan matriculated to Erskine College in 
Due West, South Carolina, graduating with a 
bachelor’s degree in science. His desire to 
continue his education led him to earn a mas-
ter’s degree in science and physical education 
at Ithaca College in Ithaca, New York as well 
as earn a Certificate in Educational Adminis-
tration from Glassboro College in Glassboro, 
New Jersey. 

The Honorable Josh Keenan has been 
heavily involved within his community. He is a 
member of several organizations including the 
Knights of Columbus, Stratford’s Joint Land 
Use Board, and the Free Public Library Board 
of Trustees, as well as the Stratford Ambu-
lance Association Inc. He formerly served as 
president of the Stratford Board of Education, 
which he was a part of for 22 years before 10 
years as Treasurer for the Sterling Regional 
High School Board of Education. Mayor Keen-
an paid close attention to the development of 
the borough as a committeeman concerning 
Stratford’s Economic Development. He is also 
a member of the Holy Family Council & 
Bishop Eustace General Assembly, St. Luke 
R.C. Church, and Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church. 

The Honorable Mayor Keenan served as 
Edgewood Regional High School’s Athletic Di-
rector for 30 years. Throughout his career, 
Mayor Keenan served on the New Jersey 
State Interscholastic Athletic Association’s Ex-
ecutive Committee, National Council of Sec-
ondary School Athletic Directors Executive 
Committee, and formerly led as President of 
the South Jersey Coaches Association. For 
his commitment to Athletics Mayor Josh Keen-
an was inducted into the Philadelphia Basket-
ball Association and the South Jersey Coach-
es Hall of Fame. 

Today, in his retirement, Mayor Keenan will 
have more time with his family. A resident of 
the Borough of Stratford for 59 years, Mayor 
Keenan shared 57 years with the late Medge 
Keenan, whom together, they had three sons 
John, Mike and Matt who are all residents of 
Stratford. He is the proud grandfather of three 
and great-grandfather of two. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring and commending The Honorable Mayor 
Josh Keenan of the Borough of Stratford, New 

Jersey, a resident dedicated to his community 
who has thoroughly served them to the best of 
his ability. 

f 

STUDENT THESPIANS ACT 
AGAINST FOOD INSECURITY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, on 
Sunday, January 14, 2024, high school stu-
dents, troupe members of New Jersey Thes-
pians, will be honored for their leadership and 
contributions to a statewide program designed 
to help those facing food insecurity in our 
state. 

Their charitable efforts are part of a program 
known as Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat, a 
community service venture in which students 
participate statewide to make a difference and 
help their neighbors in need. In just one 
month, October 2023, this humanitarian effort 
collected over 8,953 pounds of food. Eleven 
New Jersey schools with 255 Thespians par-
ticipated, including four from the Fourth Con-
gressional District of New Jersey: Toms River 
North, Manasquan and Brick high schools, 
and Ocean County Vocational Technical 
School Performing Arts Academy, all of which 
will be honored at a closing ceremony at 
Robbinsville High School. 

I note that Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat 
had been previously run by the Educational 
Theatre Association before being discontinued 
in 2018. However, the students and adults that 
make up the New Jersey Thespians State 
Board saw the value and impact of the pro-
gram, stepped up and revived the 2018 effort 
into the program that we now honor. As part 
of the program, theater students collect 
canned and dry goods from their neighbors 
and friends to then be delivered to local char-
ities and food banks. 

New Jersey Thespians serves as a leading 
honor society of the arts, holding a festival 
each year for high school students in January 
and a festival for junior high students in May 
in the Garden State. New Jersey has one of 
the fastest-growing Junior Thespian chapters 
in the country, doubling in membership in 
each of the last two years. New Jersey also 
has both high school and junior high Thespian 
officers who participate in events locally, re-
gionally, and nationally. 

Congratulations and thanks to the students 
of Thespians Troupe 7455, based out of Toms 
River High School North who collected over 
450 pounds of food for one of the largest food 
bank organizations in the state, Fulfill of Mon-
mouth and Ocean Counties: 

Alexa De Los Santos, Allyson Olivera, Bai-
ley Terrett, Betania Esparza, Brianna Fredella, 
Darlene Penn, Delaney Koovits, Elizabeth Dia-
mond, Emma York, Faith Moreno, Gage 
Alburger, Hannah Kemp, Joey Beatty, Joey 
Scholz, Jose Padilla, Kara Kube, Kayla Fred-
ericks, Kelly Nide, Leah Hugo, Levi Dudek, 
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Liam Ryan, Lillyanne Smith, Lucas Maciel, 
Madison McPhee, Mars Byles, Mycah Subai, 
Peyton Mendes, Riley Poll, Saniya Williams, 
Yazmin Beita, Zachary Menth and Danielle 
Brooks; as well as their advisor, Dr. Michael 
Penna. 

Congratulations and thanks to the students 
of Thespians Troupe 6185, based out of the 
Ocean County Vocational Technical School 
Performing Arts Academy in Toms River, N. 
J., whose students have collected 514 pounds 
of food for the Beachwood Thanksgiving Food 
Drive: 

Emily Altomare, Joshua Arneth, Enrique 
Bartolo, Zel Bollard, Ava Brierley, Christopher 
Castaneda, Colin Chaplin, Noelle Coburn, 
Lluvia Cohen, Adeon-Ethan Congdon, Cath-
erine Cullen, Brooke DeFazio, Paige Derco, 
Lana Dubrow, Mia Dungan, Haley East, Julia 
Emer, Miley Ferriolo, Zoe Frantz, Keira 
Gabbai, Sophie Gabriel, Ariana Gallagher, 
Cassandra Gariepy, Jose Gonzalez, Irene 
Gross, Susan Guida, Gracie Hammel, Ken-
neth Hankins, Lauren Harry, Allyson Hovance, 
Riley Hubert, Maya Jackson, Alani Jasinski, 
Zoey Jastrzebski, Saturn Johnson, Keira 
Kennis, Alexis Kinsey, Joseph LaManna, 
Olivia Linton, Raine Lopez, Samantha 
Martı́nez, Dakota Mason, Mia Matviiv, 
Gabrielle McColley, Madelynn McDevitt, Maci 
McNeil, Regina Messenger, Gianna Minardi, 
Riley Paluszak, Molly Pease, Jordan Perucki, 
Alexandra Reed, Benjamin Ricker, Victoria 
Roberts, Tayden Rock, Hannah Rowley, Cali 
Scott, Andrew Shuberda, Kristin Uphold, Isa-
bella Vitello, Samantha Voss, Katie Wallace, 
Christina Watrous, Mia Whalen, Kai Williams, 
Ella Ytterberg and Aronas Zajan; as well as 
their Troupe Directors Carolyn Little and Jo-
seph Puliafico. 

Congratulations and thanks to the students 
of Thespians Troupe 3411, based out of Brick 
Memorial High School, whose students col-
lected 414 pounds of food for the Manasquan 
Food Pantry : 

Michael Wells, Jules Fuches, Jenna Barry, 
Isabel Bartlucci, Jessica O’Brien, Ky Morghan, 
Joseph Wronko, Molly and Emma Idzahl, Ava 
Hasen, Luca Buckno, Skylar Hillin, Emily 
Farrel, Alexis Marrleveled and Jess 
Corsentino; as well as their advisor, Jessica 
O’Brien. 

Congratulations and thanks to the students 
of Thespians Troupe 2430, based out of 
Manasquan High School, who collected 374 
pounds of much needed food for the 
Manasquan Food Pantry: 

Casey Finnegan, Cormac Lawrence, Janelle 
Slovak, Jessica Slovak, Olivia Maes, Lexi 
Drent, Charlotte Dery and Bridget Freeman; 
as well as their advisor, Maddi Schille. 

Working together, these students, and their 
advisors, have made a significant and positive 
impact in our communities, helping to feed the 
hungry. Their noble and generous efforts are 
inspiring and deeply appreciated. 

f 

AARON LANE 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Aaron Lane for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Aaron has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Aaron, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Aaron’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Moore Middle School and is 
clearly just the beginning of a bright and prom-
ising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Aaron Lane 
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
WILLIAM A. SHAFER II 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of William A. Shafer II, a 
pillar of the Broome County community who 
was beloved by all who knew him. William re-
cently passed away on November 6, 2023, at 
the age of 79. 

William attended public school in Erie, 
Pennsylvania and enlisted in the United States 
Air Force after graduating high school. He 
spent his early career as an Electronics War-
fare Officer before his discharge in 1966. He 
then worked for Spectrum Control in Erie be-
fore moving to Binghamton in 1988 where he 
worked for Lockheed Martin and later BAE 
Systems. He also spent several years in the 
Civil Air Patrol where he attained the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel. 

William, also known as ‘‘Bill,’’ was known 
throughout the community for his selflessness 
and integrity. A devoted member of the Civil 
Air Patrol, he was committed to mentoring 
young cadets in his community and was 
awarded Communicator of the Year during 
several years of his service. His contributions 
to Broome County will endure for generations 
to come, and he will be dearly missed by all 
who knew him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in recognizing the life of Wil-
liam A. Shafer II, a remarkable man who 
made a lasting difference in his community. 

f 

NAYELI LECHUGA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Nayeli Lechuga for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Nayeli has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Nayeli, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Nayeli’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Jefferson Jr./Sr. High School 
and is clearly just the beginning of a bright 
and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Nayeli 
Lechuga on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF AUDIE LEON MURPHY 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize the extraordinary life and legacy 
of Audie Murphy. Audie Leon Murphy was 
born the son of sharecroppers on June 29, 
1925, near Kingston, Texas, and rose to na-
tional fame as the most decorated U.S. com-
bat soldier of World War II. Among his 33 
awards and decorations he was awarded the 
Medal of Honor, the highest military award for 
bravery that can be given to any individual in 
the United States, for ‘‘conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty’’. He also received 
nearly every decoration for valor that our 
country had to offer, as well as honors from 
Belgium and France. Murphy is credited with 
killing over 240 enemy soldiers, and wounding 
and capturing many others. Beginning his 
service as an Army Private, Murphy quickly 
rose to the enlisted rank of Staff Sergeant, 
then was given a ‘‘battlefield commission’’ as 
2nd Lieutenant. He fought in 9 major cam-
paigns across the European Theater, and he 
was wounded three times. 

Upon returning to the United States after the 
end of World War ll, Murphy received a hero’s 
welcome. He appeared on the cover of Life 
Magazine, which led James Cagney to invite 
Murphy to Hollywood in September 1945. His 
1949 autobiography ‘‘To Hell and Back’’ was a 
best seller which was made into a movie in 
1955, in which Audie Murphy starred as him-
self. The movie held the record as Universal’s 
highest grossing picture until 1975 when it 
was surpassed by the movie ‘‘Jaws.’’ Over 
Murphy’s time in Hollywood, he made a total 
of 44 feature films and a 26-episode western 
television series. 

In 1955, Murphy became interested in Free-
masonry. Encouraged by his close friend, 
Texas theater owner Skipper Cherry, he peti-
tioned and joined the Masonic Order in Cali-
fornia. Later he returned to Texas to conduct 
his 32-degree work where he joined the 
Shriners. Murphy remained active in various 
masonic events and was a member of good 
standing at the time of his death. 

Murphy suffered from what is now known as 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and 
suffered from chronic insomnia and depres-
sion. Always an advocate for the needs of vet-
erans, Murphy spoke out candidly about his 
personal problems with PTSD, then referred to 
as ‘‘Battle Fatigue.’’ He publicly called for the 
United States government to study the emo-
tional impact war has on veterans and to ex-
tend health care benefits to address PTSD 
and other mental health problems of returning 
war veterans. 

On May 28, 1971, Murphy was killed when 
the small plane in which he was a passenger 
crashed on the side of a mountain near Roa-
noke, Virginia. On June 7, 1971, Audie Mur-
phy was buried with full military honors in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. His gravesite is the 
second most visited gravesite in the Ceme-
tery. 

On June 9, 1999, the Texas Legislature offi-
cially designated his birthday, June 20th, as 
Audie Murphy Day. Governor George W. Bush 
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of Texas made a similar proclamation declar-
ing June 20th officially to be Audie Murphy 
Day in the State of Texas. On October 29, 
2013, Governor Rick Perry posthumously pre-
sented him with the Texas Legislative Medal 
of Honor. Audie Murphy is an American hero 
and a distinguished Texan. I am proud to 
honor his legacy today. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. PEGGY 
UPCHURCH 

HON. RALPH NORMAN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the outstanding work of Peggy 
Upchurch in Lake Wylie, South Carolina and 
the tremendous impact she has had on our 
great state and our local government. 

Peggy is an active member of the York 
County GOP where she currently serves as 
the Precinct President for the River Hills Pre-
cinct. She is the first Republican member of 
the York County Council since Reconstruction. 
She also served as a founding member of the 
Clover and Lake Wylie South Carolina Federa-
tion of Republican Women as both the Presi-
dent and Legislative Chair. Under her leader-
ship, five additional clubs have been added to 
the SCFRW, including the first federated wom-
en’s club in the 6th District of South Carolina. 
Peggy is continually looking for ways to best 
serve the people of South Carolina and has 
changed the lives of many by welcoming them 
into service alongside her. 

In addition to her commitment to service, I 
would like to recognize the impact that Peggy 
has had on South Carolina legislation. Peggy 
was instrumental in spotlighting state legisla-
tion, recruiting members to help advocate for 
South Carolina legislators to pass both the 
Heartbeat Bill and the Saving Women’s Sports 
bill. Peggy has been a tireless proponent of ju-
dicial reform during the 2023 legislative sea-
son, organizing statewide meetings with mul-
tiple judicial leaders to address the issues that 
face South Carolina and our nation. Peggy 
has also been elected as a delegate or alter-
nate delegate to the National Federation of 
Republican Women convention, and most re-
cently led the South Carolina delegation in 
campaigning for the successful election of 
2024–2025 officers who are dedicated to pro-
tecting the dignity of biological women in lead-
ership and society. 

Peggy is a leader among leaders and the 
impact she has had on South Carolina is built 
to last. On behalf of the 5th District of South 
Carolina, it is my most sincere pleasure to rec-
ognize her. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, due to an un-
foreseen matter, I was absent for Roll Call No. 
2. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY. 

JAYDEN CORN 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jayden Corn for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Jayden has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Jayden, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Jayden’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Arvada K–8 School and 
is clearly just the beginning of a bright and 
promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Jayden Corn 
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

HONORING THE 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ONE STOP AUTO CARE 

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 35th anniversary of One 
Stop Auto Care, an outstanding community 
auto shop that exemplifies the entrepreneurial 
spirit of small businesses. One Stop Auto 
Care has served the communities of Northeast 
Los Angeles, Pasadena, and Glendale since 
opening for business on Eagle Rock Blvd in 
1989. 

One Stop Auto Care was founded by Gerry 
Vicario when he was 25 years old. Prior to 
opening the small business, Mr. Vicario 
worked at his uncle’s tire shop, which is where 
he discovered the need for an auto repair 
shop in the community. 

Mr. Vicario and his wife enthusiastically 
opened their business and have since ex-
panded their services to include tires, oil 
changes, tune-ups, brake repair, and more. 
One Stop Auto Care grew from one employee 
to eight experienced technicians, and they 
have remained focused on helping the people 
of our community. 

I congratulate Mr. Vicario and the entire 
team at One Stop Auto Care for their contin-
ued dedication to providing exceptional auto-
mobile repair service to Angelenos. I would 
also like to recognize Mr. Vicario for sup-
porting various community events and organi-
zations throughout Northeast Los Angeles. I 
look forward to seeing One Stop Auto Care’s 
continued growth and success. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and celebrating One Stop Auto 
Care on its 35th anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GLENN JOHNSON 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Glenn Johnson for 

his 20 years of service as Mayor of Pullman 
and his dedication to the highest standards of 
servant leadership. 

Glenn has been a trusted member of the 
Pullman community for more than four dec-
ades. In 1979, he left behind a successful ca-
reer in Sacramento, Calif. to become a pro-
fessor at Washington State University’s Ed-
ward R. Murrow College of Communications. 
For thirty-five years, he taught courses in com-
munications and television news, always push-
ing his students to reach their full potential. 

Glenn quickly became beloved on campus, 
not only by his students. but by all of Cougar 
Nation for the spirit, talent, and tradition he 
embodied as ‘‘The Voice of the Cougs.’’ Even 
before Martin Stadium put in a quality set of 
loudspeakers, Glenn led the crowd in a call- 
and-response that has become legendary in 
Cougar football. To this day, every time Glenn 
calls out ‘‘And that’s another . . .,’’ the crowd 
enthusiastically responds with, ‘‘Cougar first 
down!’’ 

In 2004, Glenn began his first term as 
Mayor of Pullman. Over the next twenty years 
and five terms, he earned the trust of Pullman 
residents, city officials, and business leaders 
alike through dedicated leadership and a com-
mitment to making Pullman a special place to 
call home. He spearheaded investments and 
initiatives like Project Downtown, which con-
tinues to revamp the city center and inspire in-
credible growth. 

Mayor Johnson has also led with tremen-
dous vision about the future of the Pullman- 
Moscow Regional Airport. I have been blessed 
to work with him on various projects over the 
years to remodel the airport’s infrastructure, 
the services it provides, and create the space 
for new economic opportunities across the re-
gion. Glenn’s vision and determination were 
the primary reasons why the airport added a 
new runway back in 2019 and have been the 
driving force behind the brand new terminal 
that is set to open later this year. His leader-
ship has been absolutely essential to the air-
port’s success and ensuring it will continue to 
connect the Palouse and residents all across 
Eastern Washington with the rest of the world 
for decades to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for Glenn’s com-
mitted service to the Pullman community. He 
has been a fierce advocate for the city, and as 
he enters his well-deserved retirement, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in thanking him for 
his years of devoted service and wishing him 
well in this next chapter. 

f 

HONORING THE COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE OF DEBORAH A. ZULOAGA 

HON. VERONICA ESCOBAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. ESCOBAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
mend the 20 years of dedicated service that 
Ms. Deborah A. Zuloaga has provided as 
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
United Way of El Paso County (UWEPC). 

Ms. Zuloaga, a native El Pasoan and alum-
na of North Texas State University, dedicated 
11 years to various roles in political and gov-
ernment service in Washington, D.C., before 
returning to her hometown. Upon her return to 
El Paso, she continued her service to the 
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community as an Associate Director and then 
Resource Development Director at the 
UWEPC. In 2003, she was appointed the 
President and Chief Executive Officer, marking 
the beginning of a transformative era for the 
organization. 

Under Ms. Zuloaga’s leadership, the 
UWEPC not only faced challenges head-on 
but also thrived. The generous donation from 
philanthropist Mackenzie Scott in 2020 stands 
as a testament to the organization’s impact 
and the trust placed in Ms. Zuloaga’s steward-
ship. Her unwavering leadership during difficult 
times, including the response to the August 3, 
2019 tragedy, and the ongoing COVID–19 
pandemic, underscores her commitment to 
community resilience. 

Ms. Zuloaga’s involvement in various non-
profit initiatives, state boards, and community 
events further highlights her dedication to the 
well-being of El Paso. Her accolades, includ-
ing being honored as one of six Women of Im-
pact by El Paso Inc. in 2019, receiving the 
Outstanding Child Advocate—West Texas 
award from Children at Risk in 2021, and 
being nominated for El Paso Inc.’s 2023 El 
Pasoan of the Year, are a testament to her 
lasting impact to our community. 

Today, it is my privilege to honor Ms. Debo-
rah A. Zuloaga for her exemplary service, 
leadership, and dedication to our community, 
and wish her and her family the best upon her 
retirement. 

f 

KALEIGH MELINGER 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Kaleigh Melinger for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Kaleigh has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Kaleigh, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Kaleigh’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Jefferson Jr./Sr. High 
School and is clearly just the beginning of a 
bright and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Kaleigh 
Melinger on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

REMEMBERING SERGEANT JUAN 
ERIC CANTU 

HON. GREGORY F. MURPHY 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor an incredible person, honorable soldier, 
and remarkable community member, the late 
Sergeant Juan ‘‘Eric’’ Cantu. Sergeant Cantu 
honorably served our Nation in the U.S. Army 
during the Vietnam War. A native of Lenoir 
County, graduating in 1964 and immediately 
enlisting in the Army. After working in Illinois 
for a few years, he returned home to Kingston, 

earning his industrial maintenance degree 
from Lenoir Community College in 1986. He 
served as the Commander of Veterans of For-
eign Wars, President of Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 892, and a founding member 
of AmVets Post 1111. 

Mr. Cantu is most known for founding the 
G.I. Joe Living Military History Museum, dis-
playing memorabilia, uniforms, weapons, and 
photos from all major conflicts starting with the 
Revolutionary War. More than just a museum; 
it is a place of solace where veterans freely 
share their experiences and heal their 
wounds. Thanks to him, many veterans’ lives 
have been saved due to the community and 
camaraderie fostered at the museum. 

According to those who knew him the best, 
they cherished his work ethic, optimism, and 
community involvement. I thank them for join-
ing me in celebrating the life of this wonderful 
Veteran. I wish Mr. Cantu’s family the best in 
the future and hope that Mr. Cantu’s creation, 
the G.I. Joe Living Military History Museum, 
can continue to serve those who gave it all. 

f 

HOW ILLINOIS CAN USE SUBCRIT-
ICAL NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY TO 
DEAL WITH NUCLEAR SPENT 
FUEL 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, on December 
8th, Governor Pritzker signed into law a meas-
ure that will allow new small modular reactor 
(SMR) technology to proceed in Illinois. A 
moratorium on new construction has been in 
place since 1987. Illinois and 15 other states 
imposed bans primarily because, even with 
Congressional authorization and funding, the 
proposed permanent storage repository at 
Yucca Flats Nevada to this day has not re-
ceived a single pound of spent nuclear fuel 
(SNP). 

The estimated 87,000 metric tons of com-
mercial SNF has been stored temporarily in 
holding ponds and dry casks primarily at the 
sites of U.S. nuclear power plants, both cur-
rently operating and shut down. The storage 
and security costs have been imposed on rate 
payers. 

The law, which takes effect next June 1st, 
authorizes a state regulatory structure for 
SMRs and limits them to 300 MWe, or from a 
fourth to a third the power of the state’s six 
operating reactors. 

I have recently been paying special atten-
tion to subcritical advanced nuclear tech-
nology, which can consume the remaining en-
ergy in the SNP. The approach is based on 
pioneering molten salt research done at Oak 
Ridge National Lab (ORNL) in the 1960s. It 
takes advantage of the large number of neu-
trons that can be produced by super-
conducting linear accelerators like the one 
brought online at the ORNL Spallation Neutron 
Source in the years since 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, Illinois has been first in the nu-
clear age, dating from the first nuclear reactor 
in the basement of Professor Fermi’s lab at 
the University of Chicago in the fall of 1942. 
The first commercial nuclear power plant was 
built in 1957. Today, more than half of Illinois’ 
power generated comes from nuclear energy. 

That is the most of any state. We have more 
SNP stored temporarily here than any state, 
more than 11,000 metric tons. We have even 
proposed constructing permanent storage 
sites, but without success. 

Again, we can lead the nation and the world 
into the next generation of clean, safe, afford-
able power. 

The pending FY 2024 Energy & Water Ap-
propriations legislation contains a line item for 
more than $1 billion for advanced modular 
power research and development. I urge that 
a significant amount be devoted to accelerator 
driven subcritical projects. 

Therefore, I include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing article on the new legislation from the 
Capital News Illinois dated December 8, 2023: 
PRITZKER SIGNS MEASURE ALLOWING NEW 

SMALL-SCALE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY IN IL-
LINOIS 

(By Jerry Nowicki & Andrew Adams) 
Gov. JB Pritzker on Friday signed into law 

a measure that will allow for the limited de-
velopment of new nuclear power generation 
technology in the state. 

The measure, House Bill 2473, does not 
allow new large-scale power generation fa-
cilities like the six plants that are already 
operational in the state, but rather allows 
for new smaller-scale emergent technology. 

Since 1987, the state has had a moratorium 
on any new nuclear power construction until 
the federal government designates a long- 
term disposal site for nuclear waste—some-
thing that has never occurred. The new law 
will take effect on June 1, 2024, but because 
permitting nuclear energy takes many years 
at the federal level, the earliest a nuclear 
project could be brought online in Illinois 
would be in the 2030s. 

HB 2473 creates a regulatory structure for 
the construction of small modular nuclear 
reactors, or SMRs. The bill limits the name-
plate capacity of such reactors to 300 
megawatts, about one-third the size of the 
smallest of the six existing nuclear power 
plants in Illinois. It also requires the state 
to perform a study that will inform rules for 
regulating SMRs, which must be adopted by 
the Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
by January 2026. 

The bill’s proponents say it’s a necessary 
step as Illinois tries to end its reliance on 
carbon-emitting power sources over the next 
two decades. But its opponents say it dis-
tracts from Illinois’ efforts to deploy 100 per-
cent renewable energy production and is an 
endorsement of unproven technology. 

The bill passed with bipartisan support in 
the Senate, 44–7, and the House, 98–8, on the 
final day of the fall veto session last month. 
The opposition came exclusively from Demo-
crats. Pritzker vetoed an earlier version of 
the measure but helped usher the com-
promise through the legislature. 

The bill’s sponsors said after its passage 
that it has the potential to bolster Illinois’ 
electric grid reliability as the state’s energy 
mix becomes increasingly reliant on inter-
mittent technologies such as wind and solar. 

Sen. Sue Rezin, R–Morris, sponsored the 
bill in the Senate, while Rep. Lance 
Yednock, D–Ottawa, was its House sponsor. 
Rezin noted last month that she is particu-
larly interested in the potential for SMRs to 
be developed at the sites of former coal 
plants, avoiding the need to build new trans-
mission lines, although that process could 
take many years. 

David Kraft, an outspoken critic of nuclear 
energy and head of the Chicago-based advo-
cacy group Nuclear Energy Information 
Service, testified against the measure at sev-
eral points during the legislative process. 

Kraft said he was concerned about the lack 
of existing SMR installations and the 
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unproven nature of the technology. While 
some nuclear reactors of this scale exist in 
other countries, no commercial SMRs have 
ever been built in the United States. 

Counting Illinois, 11 states currently have 
some level of nuclear construction bans on 
the books. Since 2016, five other states have 
either repealed or weakened their bans. Sev-
eral of the states that have lifted their bans 
have done so to pave the way for SMR tech-
nology. 

But the biggest U.S. player in that indus-
try has seen several recent setbacks. 

In November, NuScale Power—the only 
company with a federally approved SMR de-
sign—announced that it was canceling its 
highly watched ‘‘Carbon Free Power 
Project’’ in Utah, which would have been the 
first commercial project with a NuScale re-
actor. Still, its leaders say the company will 
continue with its other projects, which are 
at varying steps of regulation and planning. 

Rezin told Capitol News Illinois last month 
she hopes Illinois’ and other states’ moves to 
reverse their construction bans will encour-
age nuclear energy development in the U.S. 

Pritzker did not issue a statement but 
signed the bill along with 15 others that were 
sent to his desk following November’s fall 
veto session. That included a measure a that 
would require the state to purchase exclu-
sively ‘‘zero-emission vehicles,’’ such as elec-
tric vehicles, after Jan. 1, 2030. 

Senate Bill 1769 excludes law enforcement 
vehicles and vehicles purchased by the Illi-
nois Department of Transportation as part of 
a program that provides buses to some mass 
transit systems. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE MALAKOFF 
TIGERS STATE FOOTBALL CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. LANCE GOODEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to celebrate the extraordinary achievement of 
the Malakoff Tigers in clinching the 3A Divi-
sion 1 State Football Championship. Their re-
markable undefeated season, culminating in a 
16–0 record, has not only brought home the 
school’s first-ever football title but has also 
showcased the exceptional talent and spirit of 
Henderson County. 

Special congratulations to Head Coach 
Jamie Driskell, quarterback Mike Jones, the 
Offensive MVP, and middle linebacker Parker 
Poteete, the Defensive MVP, for their out-
standing leadership and skill. The unwavering 
dedication and hard work of the entire team 
and coaching staff are inspirational. The 
Malakoff Tigers have set a high bar for excel-
lence, and I eagerly anticipate more triumphs 
and great success for both the team and 
Malakoff High School in the future. 

f 

LARRY HELMUTH 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Larry Helmuth for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Larry has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Larry, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Larry’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Jefferson Jr./Sr. High School 
and is clearly just the beginning of a bright 
and promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Larry Helmuth 
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT MARION LEE 

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to a gifted carpenter, church leader, 
and good friend. Robert ‘‘Marion’’ Lee 
transitioned from this life on January 6, 2024. 
His love, kindness, warmth, and generosity will 
be well remembered and sorely missed. 

Robert Marion Lee was born on December 
20, 1932, in Charleston County, South Caro-
lina. He was raised by his grandmother, Mary 
Middleton, and attended Charleston County 
schools. As a young boy, Marion learned the 
values of family and hard work, having worked 
on the family farm while also caring for his sib-
lings. He maintained this devotion towards 
family as he became a father to his first son, 
Marshall Lee Cohen, and later married his 
wife of 49 years, Vermel Lee. This union was 
blessed with a daughter, Vera. 

As an adult, Marion learned the trade of 
cabinetry and worked as a contractor. He built 
homes for countless families in Charleston 
County, and he took great pride in ensuring 
families had access to clean water in John’s 
Island, Peters Field, Hollywood, and other 
rural areas. He later worked as a rehabilitation 
specialist and a building inspector until he re-
tired to care for his wife. Marion was known 
for building picnic tables for members of the 
community and delivering them in his old blue 
truck. 

I came to know Mr. Lee through his activi-
ties throughout the Sea Islands of Charleston 
County. He served on various residential 
home builder commissions, the St. John’s 
Constituent School Board for District 9, the St. 
John’s Precinct No. 2 Election Commission, 
the Sea Island Health Care Center Board of 
Directors, the Rural Missions Board of Direc-
tors, the SC Fire Commission, and the St. 
John’s Water Company on the Board of Direc-
tors and as Treasurer. In addition, he and his 
wife fed and clothed people in need, visited 
the sick and shut in, and wrote encouraging 
letters to incarcerated individuals throughout 
their lives. 

A man of deep faith, Marion joined Ferry 
Field Baptist Church in 1947, where he wor-
shiped for 76 years. He was ordained a Dea-
con in 1967, served on the prayer and tarry 
service, and used his carpentry skills to repair 
and enhance the church’s beauty. He was 
equally devoted to the church’s youth, trans-
porting carloads of children to Sunday school 
every week, and serving as Sunday school 
teacher and Superintendent. Marion also be-
lieved strongly in scripture’s words to ‘‘come 

as you are.’’ As a young man, he often had to 
attend church service in work clothes, which 
imbued him with a commitment to making 
Ferry Field a welcoming place for all people, 
regardless of their attire. Marion loved singing 
hymns that embodied his love and trust in 
God and served on the Senior Choir and Male 
Choir for many years. 

Left to cherish his memory are his two de-
voted children, six grandchildren, 12 great- 
grandchildren, nine great-great-grandchildren, 
four adopted grandchildren, God-grand-
children, nieces and nephews, cousins, care-
givers, and the entire neighborhood of Lincrest 
Road. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in recognizing the life and leg-
acy of Robert ‘‘Marion’’ Lee. Marion often re-
marked that he felt ‘‘mighty blessed’’ for all the 
people and experiences he encountered 
throughout his life. I and the entire Charleston 
community are likewise blessed for having 
known Marion. His rich legacy will continue to 
touch generations of Charlestonians for years 
to come. 

f 

APPRECIATING AMBASSADOR 
HASAN MURAT MERCAN 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus 
on U.S.-Türkiye Relations and Turkish Ameri-
cans, I am grateful to recognize the Honorable 
Hasan Murat Mercan, Ambassador of Türkiye 
to the United States, for his past three years 
of service reinforcing Türkiye as a crucial 
NATO ally of America. This significant alliance 
is mutually beneficial for our nations, NATO 
membership with courageous troop participa-
tion in the Korean War in 1950, promotion of 
important fuel pipelines for European energy 
independence, facilitation of grain shipments 
to Egypt and Africa, restored economic rela-
tions with Armenia, to early crucial drone sup-
port of Ukraine, and Swedish admission to 
NATO. 

Prior to being appointed as Ambassador of 
Türkiye to the U.S., Mercan served as Ambas-
sador to Tokyo, in Japan, Deputy Minister of 
Energy and Natural Resources, and Chairman 
of the Turkish Foreign Affairs Committee dur-
ing the 23rd Term of the Turkish Parliament. 
Mercan also served as Chairman of the Turk-
ish Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe and the European 
Interparliamentary Defense and Security As-
sembly as well as the vice-president of the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope. 

Türkiye has been well represented with Am-
bassador Mercan and Mrs. Inci Mercan. 

A highlight of my service in Congress was 
in August of last year, when I presented a 
wreath on behalf of the American people at 
the Mostafa Kemel Atatürk Memorial at 
Antikabir in Ankara. I am grateful for my op-
portunity to coordinate with Ambassador 
Mercan in supporting the warmest relationship 
for Türkiye with their appreciated ally America 
and look forward to continuing that work with 
his successor. 
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RECOGNIZING BILL HANEKE 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize First District constituent and U.S. 
Army veteran, Bill Haneke upon his retirement 
from the Families of the Wounded Fund 
Board. 

A graduate of Hampton High School and a 
1966 graduate of the United States Military 
Academy, Bill Haneke attended both the Army 
Ranger and Airborne Schools. After several 
Infantry assignments in the U.S. and Ger-
many, he served as Commanding Officer of 
Camp Gates, Marktredwitz, West Germany. 
He then attended the Army Special Warfare 
School at Ft. Bragg, NC, where he was 
trained as an Advisor in preparation for a tour 
with Advisory Team 37 in Hoa Da District, 
Binh Thuan Province, South Vietnam in 1968. 

Captain Haneke was instrumental in estab-
lishing and directing this new Advisory Team 
with the Vietnamese Regional Forces/Popular 
Forces. He was awarded three Bronze Star 
Medals (one with ‘‘V’’ for Valor), a Purple 
Heart, the Combat Infantry Badge, and the Vi-
etnamese Cross of Gallantry for his service in 
Vietnam. 

On November 13, 1968, Bill suffered mas-
sive traumatic injuries when he was blown up 
by a Viet Cong Command Detonated Mine, 
causing multiple amputations, massive head 
injuries requiring five neurosurgical operations, 
severance of his carotid artery, and severe 
shrapnel wounds over 90 percent of his body. 
Following his extensive treatment and suc-
cessful rehabilitation, he earned a master’s 
degree in healthcare and business administra-
tion from Virginia Commonwealth University. 
He has worked for over thirty years managing 
organizations in all sectors of the Healthcare 
Field and is a true patient advocate. 

Haneke has been a member of MOAA, 
Blinded Veterans of America, the DAV, Viet-
nam Veterans of America, as well as continu-
ously volunteering as a patient advocate and 
counselor for Amputees, Head Injured, and 
those with severe traumatic injuries. Bill was 
presented with the prestigious award of the 
National Veteran of the Year by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and is currently 
serving on the Veterans Service Board of Vir-
ginia. 

Moreover, Bill is the Co-Founder and Board 
Member of The Families of the Wounded 
Fund, Inc., a charity gathering donated funds 
to provide assistance to family members and 
caregivers of combat wounded or injured mili-
tary patients receiving treatment at McGuire 
Veterans Administration Medical Center, Ft. 
Belvoir Warrior Transition Medical Center, 
Walter Reed Medical Center, Hampton Road 
Medical Center and recently, combat wounded 
Special Immigration Visa holders from Iraq 
and Afghanistan service in supporting U.S. & 
Coalition forces. Under Bill’s leadership, Fami-
lies of the Wounded Fund has awarded 800 
family caregiver grants totaling $5.2 million 
since 2005. 

Bill Haneke’s memoirs were published with 
the title Trust Not which recounts the 
harrowing events in Vietnam where he was 
given up for dead, until he was miraculously 
saved by a caring Army medical staff and a 
voice from above to reassure him. 

I congratulate Bill on his recent retirement 
from the FOTWF Board after 18 years of serv-
ice. Bill represents the best of Virginia, a Com-
monwealth made stronger through our ability 
to keep our promises to our veterans, our mili-
tary families, and our allies. I thank Bill 
Haneke for his advocacy, his compassion, and 
his deep and abiding sense of service to our 
veterans, our country and our Commonwealth. 

f 

MAURICIO GARCIA 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mauricio Garcia for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Mauricio has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Mauricio, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Mauricio’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Arvada K–8 School and 
is clearly just the beginning of a bright and 
promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Mauricio Gar-
cia on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FRED JOSEPH 
JOHNSON, JR. 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Fred Joseph Johnson, 
Jr., on the occasion of his recognition as a 
2024 Southern University at New Orleans 
Center for African and African American Stud-
ies Living Legend. Mr. Johnson is receiving 
this high honor because of his dedicated serv-
ice to the citizens of New Orleans. 

For over 30 years, Mr. Johnson has dedi-
cated his life to counseling families and indi-
viduals in the process of becoming and main-
taining the rights, responsibilities, and privi-
leges of homeownership. In 1993, Mr Johnson 
served as a co-founder of The Black Men of 
Labor Parade Club. BMOL focus is on pre-
serving the history and culture of traditional 
jazz music, which is passed on from genera-
tion to generation, seeking to preserve tradi-
tional New Orleans Jazz by hiring musicians 
that play New Orleans Jazz Music as it was 
performed by such great Brass Bands as the 
Olympia, the Onward, the Tuxedo and the Eu-
reka. 

Fred J. Johnson, Jr. is known best as a 
community and cultural activist who focuses 
on creating social change. He has been em-
ployed with the Neighborhood Development 
Foundation since its inception in 1986 and 
was appointed as Chief Executive Officer in 
2009. He remains committed to directly serv-
ing the needs of clients in asset building 
through the homeownership process. As a 
counselor and advocate for homeownership 

who has a no-nonsense delivery of the mes-
sage, he is often asked to deliver that mes-
sage by participating in numerous community 
lectures, forums, and television and radio talk 
show appearances. 

As a counselor, Mr. Johnson provides hous-
ing and financial counseling to individuals and 
families seeking to build their assets through 
the purchase of property. He assists clients in 
the development of action plans to build their 
assets and resolve credit issues and advo-
cating for clients throughout the entire home 
purchase process. Moreover, Mr. Johnson 
provides educational services to non-profit or-
ganizations and businesses around the coun-
try to enable them to provide those same 
services to their communities. As a housing 
advocate, Mr. Johnson participates in several 
housing organizations that shape housing poli-
cies and the industry that is responsible for its 
governance. He is presently the President of 
the Louisiana Housing Education Collaborative 
and a Board Member of the Greater New Or-
leans Housing Alliance. 

I am humbled to know and call him a per-
sonal friend. Fred is such a great man who 
has done so much to improve the lives of 
countless residents across my district. We are 
so honored to have Mr. Johnson, a true advo-
cate for mankind. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SYLVIA R. GARCIA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, due to 
severe weather in D.C., my flight was rerouted 
and I was unable to vote during the Quorum 
Call on January 9, 2024. Had I been able to 
vote, I would have voted: PRESENT on Roll 
Call No. 1. 

f 

COMMENDING ROBERT EDMUND 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and commend Robert Edmund on his 
retirement. 

On June 24, 2022, Robert Edmund retired 
from Edmund Optics as its Chief Executive Of-
ficer. Over the years Robert Edmund has 
made a substantial impact during his tenure 
and fulfilled many achievements that ad-
vanced the growth of the small family com-
pany into a successful and accredited indus-
try. 

Prior to his accomplishments in the optics 
world, Robert Edmund graduated from the 
University of Buffalo’s Organizational Develop-
ment Program. He also received a Bachelor of 
Science in Business Management at George-
town University’s School of Business. Not only 
was Robert Edmund a vital part of Edmund 
Optics, Inc., he was in the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, and was a former in-
structor officer, and vice-captain. He was also 
the past president of the Barrington Lions 
Club, as well as a SPIE Fellow in 2021, found-
ing chair of the Advisory Board at the Univer-
sity of Arizona College of Optical Sciences, 
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former president and board member of the Di-
rect Marketing Association, and past chair and 
board member of the Optical Society of Amer-
ica. 

Over the span of fifty years, Robert Edmund 
applied many different approaches that carried 
the business to where it is today. When he 
first began at Edmund Optics, Inc., he created 
an innovative telescope, while also creating 
processes in direct marketing known by all in-
dustries, beyond optics. Robert Edmund was 
recognized for all his work by being named Di-
rect Marketer of the Year in 1983 by the Phila-
delphia Direct Marketing Association. 

Today, Edmund Optics has become the 
world leader in optics, thanks to Robert 
Edmund’s metamorphic strategies. Edmund 
Optics is now a leading global supplier of op-
tics, imaging, and photonics technology that 
has served a variety of markets including Life 
Sciences, Biomedical, Industrial Inspection, 
Semiconductor, R and D, and Defense since 
1942. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring and commending Robert Edmund, a 
Barrington resident dedicated to his commu-
nity and who is a true leader of his industry. 

f 

MIA QUINONES 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mia Quinones for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassador for 
Youth Award. 

Mia has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Mia, who strive to make 
the most of their education, develop crucial 
skills and a work ethic that will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Mia’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Arvada High School and is 
clearly just the beginning of a bright and prom-
ising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Mia Quinones 
on achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF PATSY ANN (PAT) DAN-
NER 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, it is with im-
mense pride that I rise today to honor a great 
Missourian, former Congresswoman Pat Dan-
ner (MO–6) on her 90th birthday. An experi-
enced leader, innovative thinker, and dedi-
cated professional, Pat serves as a prime ex-
ample of a true public servant and moreover, 
a kind human being. 

Born January 13, 1934, in Louisville, Ken-
tucky, Pat grew up in Bevier, Missouri where 
she attended public schools and then grad-
uated from Northwest Missouri State Univer-
sity Cum Laude with a BA in political science. 
On the pursuit to grow as a leader and further 

involve herself in public service, Pat went on 
to work as the District Administrator to Con-
gressman Jerry Litton following graduation. As 
a testament to the unwavering commitment to 
her community and serving others, she was 
appointed to a sub-cabinet position in the Ad-
ministration of President Jimmy Carter. 

In 1982, Pat attained a momentous mile-
stone in her career by securing a coveted po-
sition in the Missouri State Senate through a 
triumphant electoral victory over incumbent 
Senator Hardin Cox and was re-elected in 
1986 and 1990. As a pivotal turning point, Pat 
successfully ran for Congress in 1992, defeat-
ing the incumbent Republican Tom Coleman 
and secured her seat in Missouri’s Sixth Dis-
trict. She was re-elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives in 1994, 1996, and 1998. 

Beyond her extraordinary career accom-
plishments, Pat’s courageousness and resil-
ience as she underwent breast cancer stand 
as evidence of her unshakeable willpower. As 
a proud breast cancer survivor, Pat has 
shared her positivity, vibrance and fearless-
ness to all those around her. Her dedication 
and love for her family has created long last-
ing bonds with a marriage of over 41 years 
with her husband Markt Meyer and four chil-
dren, Stephen, Stephanie, Shane, and 
Shavonne. Their close-knit family made up of 
10 grandchildren and 17 great grandchildren 
have continued to serve as an important pillar 
in Pat and Markt’s life, bringing them joy and 
fulfillment to their lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
and Missouri’s Fifth Congressional District as 
we forever enshrine Pat’s legacy and wish her 
the happiest of birthdays. On this special oc-
casion, let us celebrate this milestone and Pat 
Danner’s achievements throughout her distin-
guished career but most importantly, her im-
pact as a lifelong friend, partner, mother and 
a proud Missourian. 

f 

URGING THE EXTENSION OF PRO- 
GROWTH TAX PROVISIONS 

HON. GUY RESCHENTHALER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of extending the pro-growth tax pro-
visions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA). 

In 2017, President Donald J. Trump signed 
the TCJA into law, which ushered in prosperity 
to the American economy. These benefits in-
cluded significant investments in American 
workers, families, and local communities. 
Thanks to House Republican leadership and 
Chairman JASON SMITH, Congress has 
prioritized the restoration of these important 
provisions, such as the full and immediate ex-
pensing for research and development, full ex-
pensing of investments in new equipment, ma-
chinery, and technology, and business interest 
deductibility. 

Under these important TCJA provisions, job 
creators across our nation increased innova-
tion, expanded facilities, and reinvested in 
their employees. For example, the Inter-
national Paper Company utilized the research 
and design expensing reforms to advance effi-
ciency and safety standards at their box plant 
in Eighty-Four, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I hear across southwestern 
Pennsylvania the need to restore these vital 

TCJA provisions. I urge Congress and the Ad-
ministration to recognize the opportunity be-
fore us. Restoring these provisions can 
strengthen the U.S. economy, help create new 
American jobs, and increase our nation’s com-
petitiveness. I stand with the businesses and 
workers in my district, and I encourage my 
colleagues to extend these expired provisions 
immediately. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
WILLIAM PAGE 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of William (Bill) Henry 
Page, a fixture of the Dutchess County com-
munity who was beloved by all who knew him. 
William recently passed away on December 
23, 2023, at the age of 82. 

William was a lifelong resident of Dutchess 
County and active in his community. In 1962, 
he married the love of his life, Helen Marie 
Wilser, in Poughkeepsie, NY. Today, their 
three sons are raising their families in 
Dutchess County. William served on the Board 
of Directors of H.G. Page, the company found-
ed by his father Henry Page, Sr. He and his 
beloved wife Helen successfully grew Park 
Page Associates into a prominent real estate 
development company. In addition, he served 
on many boards throughout the community 
and received honors including the Lagrange 
Symbol of Freedom Award, Family of the 
Year, and LaGrange Rotarian of the Year. 

William, who was also known as ‘‘Bill,’’ will 
be remembered for his tenacity and affection 
for those around him. At the age of eighteen, 
he was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes, but 
he never let his diagnosis stand in his way. He 
enjoyed conversation, red wine, and time 
spent with his family. He will be dearly missed 
by all who knew him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in honoring the memory of Wil-
liam Henry Page, a man who made a lasting 
difference in his community. 

f 

ALLI GIBSON 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Alli Gibson for earning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Alli has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Alli, who strive to make 
the most of their education, develop crucial 
skills and a work ethic that will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Alli’s hard work, determination, and 
perseverance at Mandalay Middle School and 
is clearly just the beginning of a bright and 
promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Alli Gibson on 
achieving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth Award. 
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CELEBRATING THE FORTY- 

FOURTH PASTORAL ANNIVER-
SARY OF REVEREND DOCTOR 
NORMAN N. FRANCIS 

HON. TROY A. CARTER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to celebrate the forty-four years of 
Pastoral excellence of Reverend Doctor Nor-
man Nathan Francis. Reverend Doctor Nor-
man Nathan Francis was born to the union of 
the late Norman Francis and the late Eartha 
Singleton Cambrice on January 9, 1954, in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. He is the oldest of 
twelve siblings. 

He is a product of the Jefferson Parish 
School System. He attended McDonogh No. 
27 Elementary School and is a 1971 West Jef-
ferson Senior High School graduate. Reverend 
Francis accepted Christ in his life in 1974 and 
was baptized at the St. Stephen Missionary 
Baptist Church by the late Reverend Doctor 
Arthur Monday, Jr. He acknowledged his call 
to preach the gospel of Christ and was li-
censed to preach on December 19, 1975. He 
received his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees 
in Theology from the Union Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
He became an ordained minister in April 1980. 
Following the untimely death of the late Rev-
erend Doctor Arthur Monday, Jr., Reverend 
Francis was elected pastor by a unanimous 
vote of the church’s congregation. He was in-
stalled as the church’s third pastor on June 
20, 1980, under the auspices of the Westside 
Missionary Baptist Association. 

The church has a functioning youth ministry, 
a weekly prayer service, and Bible Study. He 
has implemented the following ministries: New 
Members, Evangelistic, Senior Citizens, Pris-
on, Drug Prevention, Transportation, and 
many other ministries and committees. Pastor 
Francis encourages the entire membership to 
participate in all church functions. He believes 
there is a place for everyone who wishes to 
contribute to the work of the Almighty Father. 
He has officiated hundreds of baptisms, Chris-
tenings, funerals, and weddings. 

Pastor Francis is a member of the Free and 
Accepted Prince Hall Masonic Lodge No. 102 
and a Third Degree Mason, a member of the 
Louisiana State Missionary Baptist Convention 
and the National Baptist Convention, LSA In-
corporated. He is the First Vice-President of 
the West New Orleans Missionary Baptist 
Education Association. He is the Senior Advi-
sor to the Westside Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation President—Reverend Doctor Orin D. 
Grant, Sr. 

Pastor Francis received numerous acco-
lades from Civic organizations; he was the first 
recipient of the Global Citizen Award, a Pastor 
of the Month Recipient, and a Civilians’ Clergy 
Honoree. He was awarded his Honorary Doc-
torate Degree in Theology from Christian Bible 
College on April 3, 2011, the Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity’s 2016 Citizen of the Year Award 
and the 2020 Union Baptist College and Theo-
logical Seminary Distinguished Alumni Citizen 
Award. He is listed in Who’s Who Among 

American Ministers’ Registry and many other 
organizations for his dedicated spirit, but he 
knows his real reward is in heaven. 

Pastor Francis is the loving and devoted 
husband of First Lady Nedra Washington 
Francis. He is the proud and caring father of 
Nathaniel, Chiquita, and Imani Francis, and 
Willie Moore, Jr. 

f 

COMMENDING FERN BILLET ON 
HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DONALD NORCROSS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and commend Fern S. Billet on her 
retirement. 

Fern S. Billet is a graduate of the University 
of Pennsylvania where she earned the status 
of cum laude, graduating with a Bachelor of 
the Arts in Anthropology before she continued 
her education at Rutgers University-Camden 
School of Law. Her illustrious career began as 
a Law Clerk for Kelly, Harrington, McLaughlin 
& Foster in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and 
for three years she was an Associate Attor-
ney, drafting pleadings and preparing written 
correspondence with courts, witnesses, and 
clients. 

Fern S. Billet would go onto work in the of-
fice of Congressman Joesph M. Hoeffel of 
Pennsylvania’s 13th District as a part-time Dis-
trict Representative until 2003 when she 
stepped into the role full-time for one year. 
She held many roles in the representative’s of-
fice including assisting in planning events, at-
tending events on behalf of the Congressman, 
and working as a constituent service case-
worker. In February of 2005, Fern S. Billet 
joined the staff at the Corporal Michael J. 
Crescenz VA Medical Center as a Cor-
respondence Analyst and Congressional Liai-
son, a role that she has held to the present 
day. She has also headed several other roles 
during her time at the Medical Center, such as 
a one-year tenure as the Interim Vice-Presi-
dent of External Affairs Product Line, three 
years effectively as the Center’s Public Affairs 
Officer as well as the Community Relations 
Coordinator and Interim Privacy/FOIA Officer. 

Across her several roles throughout her ca-
reer, Fern S. Billet held responsibility for sev-
eral staff members in Medical Media and Vol-
untary Service, helped implement and manage 
the facility’s Privacy and Freedom of Informa-
tion Act programs, manage, and track oral and 
written correspondence as well as provide 
Congressional briefings, visits, and tours as 
she worked to support Veterans. She also 
oversaw media interaction, community rela-
tions, and all communication with internal and 
external stakeholders. She worked diligently to 
promote attention to veteran’s affairs as well 
as, planned, coordinated, and supervised spe-
cial events to raise spirits and moral of both 
staff and patients of the center. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you to join me in hon-
oring and commending Fern S. Billet of 
Phliadephia, Pennsylvania, a public servant 
dedicated to the veteran community, upon her 

retirement from the Corporal Michael J. 
Crescenz VA Medical Center. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JEFFREY B. SENFT 

HON. MARCUS J. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Jeffrey B. Senft, a man 
dedicated to the Dutchess County community 
who was beloved by all who knew him. Jeffrey 
recently passed away on October 25, 2023, at 
the age of 71. 

Jeffrey was the Founder, CEO, and Presi-
dent of S&O Construction Services, Inc., 
based in Pleasant Valley, NY. He earned his 
Bachelor of Science in Construction Manage-
ment from Utica College of Syracuse Univer-
sity before starting a career in construction. 
He worked at several firms while developing 
the expertise that led to him founding S&O. 

In the community, Jeffrey served on the 
Town of Pleasant Valley Planning Board as 
Vice Chairman and later Chairman, as Presi-
dent of the Northeast Subcontractors Associa-
tion, and Vice President of the Empire State 
Subcontractors Association, Inc. He also 
served as Vice Chair, and later Chair of the 
Board of the Dutchess County Regional 
Chamber of Commerce. Jeffrey was also a 
longtime member of the Construction Manage-
ment Advisory Board and a member of the 
Pioneer Society at Utica University. 

Jeffrey will be remembered for his zest for 
life, sense of humor, work ethic, and love for 
family and friends. He will be dearly missed by 
all who knew him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues in the 
House join me in honoring the memory of Jef-
frey B. Senft, a man whose involvement in the 
Dutchess County community left a lasting im-
pact. 

f 

DAYANA BANUELOS 

HON. BRITTANY PETTERSEN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Ms. PETTERSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Dayana Banuelos for earning the 
Arvada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for 
Youth Award. 

Dayana has achieved great things, all while 
overcoming adversity and challenges along 
the way. Students like Dayana, who strive to 
make the most of their education, develop cru-
cial skills and a work ethic that will guide them 
for the rest of their lives. This award is a testa-
ment to Dayana’s hard work, determination, 
and perseverance at Arvada High School and 
is clearly just the beginning of a bright and 
promising future. 

It is my honor to congratulate Dayana 
Banuelos on achieving the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth Award. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:56 Jan 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11JA8.034 E11JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



D28 

Thursday, January 11, 2024 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S79–S102 
Measures Introduced: Twelve bills and six resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 3577–3588, and 
S. Res. 519–524.                                                    Pages S93–94 

Measures Passed: 
Congratulating the South Dakota State Univer-

sity Jackrabbits: Senate agreed to S. Res. 519, con-
gratulating the South Dakota State University Jack-
rabbits on winning the 2024 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association Division I Football Champion-
ship Subdivision title.                                                  Page S81 

Authorize Testimony and Representation: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 522, to authorize testimony and 
representation in United States v. Todd.       Pages S97–98 

Honoring the Life of Senator Herb Kohl: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 523, honoring the life and legacy 
of the late Senator Herb Kohl.                                Page S98 

Working Dog Health and Welfare Act: Senate 
passed S. 2414, to require agencies with working 
dog programs to implement the recommendations of 
the Government Accountability Office relating to 
the health and welfare of working dogs, after agree-
ing to the committee amendment in the nature of 
a substitute.                                                                       Page S98 

Taiwan Democratic Elections: Senate agreed to 
S. Res. 521, commending Taiwan for its history of 
democratic elections, and expressing support of Tai-
wan’s democratic institutions.                       Pages S98–101 

Measures Considered: 
Amending the Permanent Electronic Duck 
Stamp Act—Cloture: Senate began consideration of 
the motion to proceed to consideration of H.R. 
2872, to amend the Permanent Electronic Duck 
Stamp Act of 2013 to allow the Secretary of the In-
terior to issue electronic stamps under such Act. 
                                                                                                Page S87 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the motion to proceed to consideration of the bill, 
and, in accordance with the provisions of Rule XXII 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, and pursuant to 
the unanimous-consent agreement of Thursday, Jan-

uary 11, 2024, a vote on cloture will occur on Tues-
day, January 16, 2024.                                                Page S87 

Prior to the consideration of the motion to pro-
ceed to consideration of the bill, Senate took the fol-
lowing action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                       Page S87 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the mo-
tion to proceed to consideration of the bill at ap-
proximately 3 p.m., on Tuesday, January 16, 2024; 
and that the motion to invoke cloture on the motion 
to proceed to consideration of the bill ripen at 5:45 
p.m.                                                                                       Page S98 

Israel’s Human Rights Practices—Agreement: A 
unanimous-consent agreement was reached providing 
that if a motion to discharge the Committee on For-
eign Relations from further consideration of S. Res. 
504, requesting information on Israel’s human rights 
practices pursuant to section 502B(c) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961, is made during the session 
of Tuesday, January 16, 2024, Senate vote on or in 
relation to the motion to discharge at 5:30 p.m. 
                                                                                                Page S98 

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination: 

By 86 yeas 8 nays (Vote No. EX. 7), Erika L. 
McEntarfer, of the District of Columbia, to be Com-
missioner of Labor Statistics, Department of Labor, 
for a term of four years.                       Pages S79–81, H81–87 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 88 yeas to 8 nays (Vote No. EX. 6), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                       Page S84 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

James R. Ives, of Virginia, to be Inspector Gen-
eral, Department of the Treasury. 

Nelson W. Cunningham, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Deputy United States Trade Rep-
resentative (Western Hemisphere, Europe, the Mid-
dle East, Labor, and Environment), with the rank of 
Ambassador. 
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Stuart Alan Levey, of Maryland, to be a Member 
of the Board of Directors of the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation for a term of three years. 

Leonardo Martinez-Diaz, of Maryland, to be 
United States Executive Director of the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Development for a 
term of two years. 

Jennifer M. Adams, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Cabo Verde. 

B. Bix Aliu, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to 
Montenegro. 

Arthur W. Brown, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Ecuador. 

Robert William Forden, of California, to be Am-
bassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia. 

David J. Kostelancik, of Illinois, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Albania. 

Richard Mills, Jr., of Georgia, to be Ambassador 
to the Federal Republic of Nigeria. 

Lisa Peterson, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to 
the Republic of Burundi. 

Richard H. Riley IV, of California, to be Ambas-
sador to the Federal Republic of Somalia. 

Elizabeth Rood, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambas-
sador to Turkmenistan. 

Michael Sfraga, of Alaska, to be Ambassador at 
Large for Arctic Affairs. 

Stephanie Sanders Sullivan, of Maryland, to be 
Representative of the United States of America to 
the African Union, with the rank and status of Am-
bassador. 

Margaret L. Taylor, of Maryland, to be Legal Ad-
viser of the Department of State. 

Mark Toner, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambassador to 
the Republic of Liberia. 

Pamela M. Tremont, of Virginia, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Zimbabwe. 

Stephen H. Ravas, of Maryland, to be Inspector 
General, Corporation for National and Community 
Service. 

Moshe Z. Marvit, of Pennsylvania, to be a Mem-
ber of the Federal Mine Safety and Health Review 
Commission for a term of six years expiring August 
30, 2028. 

Adrienne Jennings Noti, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia for the term of fifteen 
years. 

Tanya Monique Jones Bosier, of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years. 

Danny Lam Hoan Nguyen, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years. 

Kenechukwu Onyemaechi Okocha, of the District 
of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia for the term 
of fifteen years. 

Katherine E. Oler, of the District of Columbia, to 
be an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Judith E. Pipe, of the District of Columbia, to be 
an Associate Judge of the Superior Court of the Dis-
trict of Columbia for the term of fifteen years. 

Charles J. Willoughby, Jr., of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia for the term of fif-
teen years, William M. Jackson, retired. 

Anne Marie Wagner, of Virginia, to be a Member 
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority for a term 
of five years expiring July 1, 2024. 

Anne Marie Wagner, of Virginia, to be a Member 
of the Federal Labor Relations Authority for a term 
of five years expiring July 1, 2029. 

Gary D. Grimes, Sr., of Arkansas, to be United 
States Marshal for the Western District of Arkansas 
for the term of four years. 

Joseph R. Adams, of West Virginia, to be United 
States Marshal for the Northern District of West 
Virginia for the term of four years. 

John Gleeson, of New York, to be a Member of 
the United States Sentencing Commission for a term 
expiring October 31, 2029. 

Claria Horn Boom, of Kentucky, to be a Member 
of the United States Sentencing Commission for a 
term expiring October 31, 2029. 

Johnny C. Gogo, of California, to be United States 
Attorney for the District of Guam and concurrently 
United States Attorney for the District of the North-
ern Mariana Islands for the term of four years. 

Joshua S. Levy, of Massachusetts, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Massachusetts for 
the term of four years. 

April M. Perry, of Illinois, to be United States 
Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois for the 
term of four years. 

Rebecca C. Lutzko, of Ohio, to be United States 
Attorney for the Northern District of Ohio for the 
term of four years. 

Roy W. Minter, Jr., of Georgia, to be United 
States Marshal for the Southern District of Georgia 
for the term of four years. 

Michael Purnell, of Mississippi, to be United 
States Marshal for the Northern District of Mis-
sissippi for the term of four years. 

Dale L. Bell, of Mississippi, to be United States 
Marshal for the Southern District of Mississippi for 
the term of four years. 
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David O. Barnett, Jr., of New Mexico, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of New Mex-
ico for the term of four years. 

Clinton J. Fuchs, of Maryland, to be United States 
Marshal for the District of Maryland for the term of 
four years. 

David L. Lemmon II, of West Virginia, to be 
United States Marshal for the Southern District of 
West Virginia for the term of four years. 
                                                                                    Pages S101–102 

Executive Communications:                         Pages S89–93 

Additional Cosponsors:                                   Pages S94–95 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                        Pages S95–97 

Additional Statements:                                    Pages S88–89 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:             Page S97 

Record Votes: Two record votes were taken today. 
(Total—7)                                                               Pages S84, S87 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed, as a further mark of respect to the memory 
of the late Senator Herb Kohl, at 3:11 p.m., until 
8:45 a.m. on Friday, January 12, 2024. (For Senate’s 
program, see the remarks of the Majority Leader in 
today’s Record on page S101.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

FENTANYL 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs: 
Committee concluded a hearing to examine stopping 

the flow of fentanyl, focusing on public awareness 
and legislative solutions, including S. 1271, to im-
pose sanctions with respect to trafficking of illicit 
fentanyl and its precursors by transnational criminal 
organizations, including cartels, S. 993, to prohibit 
certain uses of xylazine, S. 1507, to provide grants 
to State, local, territorial, and Tribal law enforce-
ment agencies to purchase chemical screening devices 
and train personnel to use chemical screening devices 
in order to enhance law enforcement efficiency and 
protect law enforcement officers, S. 1532, to suspend 
the entry of covered aliens in response to the 
fentanyl public health crisis, S. 2824, to secure the 
borders of the United States, S. 1514, to amend the 
National Housing Act to establish a mortgage insur-
ance program for first responders, S. 2059, to impose 
sanctions with respect to pharmaceutical companies 
of the People’s Republic of China and certain cartels 
that traffic fentanyl into the United States, and S. 
2669, to require the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network to issue guidance on digital assets, after re-
ceiving testimony from Patrick Yoes, Fraternal Order 
of Police, and Jason DeFord, both of Nashville, Ten-
nessee; and Christopher J. Urben, Nardello and Co., 
Washington, D.C. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: Committee 
concluded a hearing to examine federal electric vehi-
cle incentives including the federal government’s role 
in fostering reliable and resilient electric vehicle sup-
ply chains, after receiving testimony from David 
Turk, Deputy Secretary of Energy; and Adewale 
Adeyemo, Deputy Secretary of the Treasury. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 35 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 6951–6985; and 5 resolutions, H. 
Res. 957–961, were introduced.                 Pages H105–107 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H108–109 

Report Filed: A report was filed today as follows: 
H.R. 3400, to amend the National Labor Rela-

tions Act to adjust the dollar thresholds for National 
Labor Relations Board jurisdiction over certain labor 
disputes, and for other purposes, with an amendment 
(H. Rept. 118–343).                                                  Page H105 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein she 
appointed Representative Williams to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                                 Page H55 

Recess: The House recessed at 11:21 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m.                                                     Page H64 

Suspension—Proceedings Postponed: The House 
debated the following measure under suspension of 
the rules. Further proceedings were postponed. 

No Russian Agriculture Act: H.R. 4768, amend-
ed, to require the Secretary of the Treasury to in-
struct the United States Executive Directors at the 
international financial institutions to advocate for in-
vestment in projects that decrease reliance on Russia 
for agricultural commodities.                           Pages H68–69 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:04 Jan 12, 2024 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0627 Sfmt 0627 E:\CR\FM\D11JA4.REC D11JAPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 D
IG

E
S

T



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — DAILY DIGEST D31 January 11, 2024 

Recess: The House recessed at 12:42 p.m. and re-
convened at 1:30 p.m.                                                 Page H69 

Stop Settlement Slush Funds Act of 2023: The 
House passed H.R. 788, to limit donations made 
pursuant to settlement agreements to which the 
United States is a party, by a yea-and-nay vote of 
211 yeas to 197 nays, Roll No. 7. 
                                                                        Pages H70–77, H83–85 

Rejected the Foushee motion to recommit the bill 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, by a yea-and-nay 
vote of 189 yeas to 205, Roll No. 6.                  Page H83 

Pursuant to the Rule, an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of Rules 
Committee Print 118–18 shall be considered as 
adopted, in lieu of the amendment in the nature of 
a substitute recommended by the Committee on the 
Judiciary now printed in the bill.                         Page H71 

Agreed to: 
McCormick amendment (No. 1 printed in H. 

Rept. 118–342) that requires the violation audits 
within this Act submitted by each Inspector General 
to be made available on a publicly accessible website. 
                                                                                                Page H77 

H. Res. 947, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 788) and the joint resolutions (H.J. 
Res. 98) and (S.J. Res. 38) was agreed to by a re-
corded vote of 211 yeas to 202 nays with one an-
swering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 5, after the motion to 
reconsider the vote was agreed to by a yea-and-nay 
vote of 210 yeas to 201 nays with one answering 
‘‘present’’, Roll No. 4. Consideration began yester-
day, January 10th.                                                 Pages H70–71 

Providing for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the 
rule submitted by the Federal Highway Admin-
istration relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy America Re-
quirements for Electric Vehicle Chargers’’: The 
House passed S.J. Res. 38, providing for congres-
sional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by the Federal 
Highway Administration relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy 
America Requirements for Electric Vehicle Char-
gers’’, by a yea-and-vote of 209 yeas to 198 nays, 
Roll No. 8.                                                Pages H77–82, H84–85 

H. Res. 947, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 788) and the joint resolutions (H.J. 
Res. 98) and (S.J. Res. 38) was agreed to by a re-
corded vote of 211 yeas to 202 nays with one an-
swering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 5, after the motion to 
reconsider the vote was agreed to by a yea-and-nay 
vote of 210 yeas to 201 nays with one answering 
‘‘present’’, Roll No. 4. Consideration began yester-
day, January 10th.                                                 Pages H70–71 

Public Interest Declassification Board—Appoint-
ment: The Chair announced the Speaker’s appoint-

ment of the following individual on the part of the 
House to the Public Interest Declassification Board 
for a term of three years: Mr. Ezra Cohen of Chevy 
Chase, Maryland.                                                            Page H88 

Quorum Calls Votes—Four yea-and-nay votes and 
one recorded vote developed during the proceedings 
of today and appear on pages H70, H71, H83, 
H83–84, and H84–85. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 7:48 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
LOWERING COSTS AND INCREASING 
ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE WITH 
EMPLOYEE-DRIVEN INNOVATION 
Committee on Education and Workforce: Subcommittee 
on Health, Employment Labor, and Pensions held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Lowering Costs and Increasing Ac-
cess to Health Care with Employer-Driven Innova-
tion’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

SAFEGUARDING AMERICANS’ 
COMMUNICATIONS: STRENGTHENING 
CYBERSECURITY IN A DIGITAL ERA 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Subcommittee on 
Communications and Technology held a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Safeguarding Americans’ Communications: 
Strengthening Cybersecurity in a Digital Era’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

OVERSIGHT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
AND THE FEDERAL HOUSING 
ADMINISTRATION 
Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held 
a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development and the Federal 
Housing Administration’’. Testimony was heard 
from Marcia Fudge, Secretary, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 

EXAMINING THE BIDEN 
ADMINISTRATION’S AFGHANISTAN 
POLICY SINCE THE U.S. WITHDRAWAL: 
PART II 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the 
Middle East, North Africa, and Central Asia held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Examining the Biden Administra-
tion’s Afghanistan Policy Since the U.S. Withdrawal: 
Part II’’. Testimony was heard from Thomas West, 
Special Representative for Afghanistan, and Deputy 
Assistant Secretary, Bureau of South and Central 
Asian Affairs, Department of State; Rina Amiri, Spe-
cial Envoy for Afghan Women, Girls, and Human 
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Rights, Office of Global Women’s Issues, Depart-
ment of State; and Michael Schiffer, Assistant Ad-
ministrator, Bureau for Asia, U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

EXPLOITATION AND ENFORCEMENT PART 
II: IMPROVING ENFORCEMENT IN 
COUNTERING UYGHUR FORCED LABOR 
Committee on Homeland Security: Subcommittee on 
Oversight, Investigations, and Accountability held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Exploitation and Enforcement Part 
II: Improving Enforcement in Countering Uyghur 
Forced Labor’’. Testimony was heard from Christa 
Brzozowski, Acting Assistant Secretary for Trade and 
Economic Security Policy, Office of Strategy, Policy, 
and Plans, Department of Homeland Security; Thea 
Lee, Deputy Undersecretary for International Affairs, 
Bureau of International Labor Affairs, Department of 
Labor; and Eric Choy, Executive Director, Trade 
Remedy Law Enforcement Directorate, Office of 
Trade, U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

THE IMPACT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION 
ON SOCIAL SERVICES 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Immi-
gration, Integrity, Security, and Enforcement held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘The Impact of Illegal Immigration 
on Social Services’’. Testimony was heard from 
Manuel Mello III, Fire Department Chief, Eagle 
Pass, Texas; Danyela Souza Egorov, Vice President, 
Community Education Council, New York City 
School District 2, New York; and public witnesses. 

EXAMINING THE BIDEN 
ADMINISTRATION’S LIMITS ON ACCESS TO 
THE OCS: IMPACTS ON CONSUMERS, 
STATES, AND OPERATORS 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Mineral Resources held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Examining the Biden Administration’s Limits on 
Access to the OCS: Impacts on Consumers, States, 
and Operators’’. Testimony was heard from Chris 
Blankenship, Commissioner, Alabama Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources; Mark Heavens, 
Chief Clerk, Texas General Land Office; Walter 
Cruickshank, Deputy Director, Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management, Department of the Interior; and 
public witnesses. 

THE RISKS OF PROGRESSIVE IDEOLOGIES 
IN THE U.S. MILITARY 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Sub-
committee on National Security, the Border, and 
Foreign Affairs held a hearing entitled ‘‘The Risks of 
Progressive Ideologies in the U.S. Military’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

CRIME ON THE RISE: HOW LAWLESSNESS 
IS IMPACTING MAIN STREET AMERICA 
Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Crime on the Rise: How Lawless-
ness is Impacting Main Street America’’. Testimony 
was heard from Chief Reuben Roach, Chief of Police, 
Norwich, New York; and public witnesses. 

PROPOSALS FOR A WATER RESOURCES 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2024: MEMBERS’ 
DAY HEARING 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Water Resources and Environment 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘Proposals for a Water Re-
sources Development Act of 2024: Members’ Day 
Hearing’’. Testimony was heard from Chairman 
Steil, and Representatives Miller of West Virginia, 
Meng, Case, Higgins of Louisiana, Kaptur, Houchin, 
Kilmer, Newhouse, Perez, Fry, Tlaib, Luna, 
Budzinski, Donalds, Fletcher, Sorensen, LaLota, 
Costa, Mullin, Davis of North Carolina, Schrier, Mil-
ler of Illinois, Wasserman Schultz, Garbarino, Pas-
crell, Lee of Nevada, Moylan, Carter of Georgia, 
Allen, Garcia of Texas, Scott of Virginia, Soto, Se-
well, and Porter. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a 
business meeting on a committee resolution to au-
thorize a subpoena. The committee resolution to au-
thorize a subpoena was agreed to. 

RURAL ACCESS: IS VA MEETING ALL 
VETERANS WHERE THEY LIVE? 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Rural Access: Is VA Meeting All 
Veterans Where They Live?’’. Testimony was heard 
from Alyssa Hundrup, Director, Healthcare, Govern-
ment Accountability Office; Shereef Elnahal, Under 
Secretary for Health, Veterans Health Administra-
tion, Department of Veterans Affairs; Joshua Jacobs, 
Under Secretary for Benefits, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration, Department of Veterans Affairs; Marisa 
Schultz, Veteran, U.S. National Guard; and public 
witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Ways and Means: Full Committee held 
a markup on H.R. 6918, the ‘‘Supporting Pregnant 
and Parenting Women and Families Act’’. H.R. 
6918 was ordered reported, as amended. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY, 
JANUARY 12, 2024 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 
No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

8:45 a.m., Friday, January 12 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Friday: Senate will meet in a pro forma 
session. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9 a.m., Friday, January 12 

House Chamber 

Program for Friday: Consideration of H.J. Res. 98— 
Providing for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the National Labor Relations Board relating to ‘‘Standard 
for Determining Joint Employer Status’’. 
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