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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOLINARO).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 30, 2023.

I hereby appoint the Honorable MARCUS J.
MOLINARO to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond
11:50 a.m.

———

REALITIES AND NECESSITIES OF
WAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, the
attack on Israel by Hamas on October
7 was an unprovoked act of barbarity
and butchery that targeted innocent
civilians and broke every rule of war
dating back to medieval times.

The sinister nature of this attack
and the genocidal character of the gov-
ernment behind it should shock the

conscience of every man and woman of
good will on this planet.

As the Nazis were systemically mur-
dering 6 million Jews, the civilized na-
tions of the world took up arms in de-
fense of the defenseless, annihilated
the scourge of Hitler and Hitlerism,
and vowed to never allow such crimes
to be permitted again.

To assure this objective, these United
Nations restored the Jewish state to
the Jewish homeland, whose roots in
Israel trace back to the dawn of human
history.

Never again. Israel exists today to
maintain and uphold that sacred vow
of mankind.

Never again. The generation that
survived those times knew how vital
that declaration is and how essential
the existence of Israel is to fulfill it.

Yet, the genocidal hatred that pro-
duced the Holocaust was never com-
pletely extinguished. It has now
morphed into a more virulent strain of
Nazism that came on full display on
October 7. Shockingly, we are seeing
support for that ideology in the riots
unfolding on our streets and on our
campuses, and it has even seeped into
the Halls of Congress.

Now, I oppose punishing anyone for
their opinions, even vicious opinions,
but they should be denounced at every
opportunity, and the destructive poli-
cies they advocate should be decisively
defeated; which brings me to the folly
of the Biden administration.

Now, Hamas is the popularly elected
government of Gaza. When it attacked,
Israel responded the only way it mor-
ally could, by waging war with all of
its might and resources.

Gaza was not provoked by Israel.
Quite the contrary: In 2006, Israel
granted the people of Gaza the right of
self-government, and they promptly re-
sponded by electing Hamas. Last week,
a poll of Palestinians found over-
whelming support for that government
and the atrocities that it has com-

mitted. There is no moral equivalency
here. Israel has practiced tolerance to-
ward all its Arab mneighbors while
Hamas is dedicated to the annihilation
of Israel.

War is hell on Earth. A nation forced
into it has a moral obligation to put all
of its resources behind its soldiers and
to achieve unconditional victory as
quickly as possible, and then to reso-
lutely destroy the government and cul-
ture that unleashed it.

The demands for a cease-fire by the
Biden administration, the provision of
so-called humanitarian aid to Hamas-
controlled Gaza, and demands for pro-
portionality are utterly self-destruc-
tive to all involved because their prac-
tical effect is to prolong the conflict
indefinitely.

In war, you don’t want a proportional
response; you want the most dispropor-
tional response you can muster. The
more disproportional it is, the sooner
it is ended.

Humanitarian aid is what you send
after the enemy has unconditionally
surrendered and not a moment before.
Can you imagine sending food and fuel
into Nazi Germany during World War
II? That is lunacy.

The fountainhead of this problem is
Iran. It is funding the most extensive
terrorist network in history. The sanc-
tions against Iran were producing a
growing popular resistance to that re-
gime, yet each time it was about to
boil over, Obama, and later Biden, took
billions of dollars owned by the Iranian
people and instead turned it over to
their oppressors in Iran.

Biden’s refusal to enforce sanctions
has meant an estimated $30 billion of
revenues to Iran. It was about to re-
lease another $6 billion when the at-
tack on Israel embarrassed them into
temporarily backing down.

When  President Biden releases
money to Iran or relaxes sanctions, he
is funding the very terrorist operations
unleashed against Israel. When he
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leaves our borders wide-open, he is cre-
ating an open pathway for terrorists
into our country. When he sends aid to
Hamas-controlled Gaza, he gives aid
and comfort to the very forces that un-
leashed such terror upon Israel and as-
pire to unleash it against America.

For our own sake, and for the sake of
humanity, America must stand uncon-
ditionally with Israel, cutting off any
resources to its adversaries and pro-
viding the arms, ammunition, and
moral support it desperately needs.

This is the only way to restore the
full force of civilization behind these
two sacred words ‘‘never again.”

——

ISRAEL AND UKRAINE NEED
SUPPLEMENTAL AID

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PERRY). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for
5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have
less than 3 weeks scheduled in the re-
mainder of this year for us to act.

We have less than 3 weeks to secure
aid for Israel and Ukraine before we re-
turn to our districts in December.

They cannot afford that time. Each
day we wait, winter grows colder in
Ukraine. Each day we sit on our hands,
American and Israeli hostages in Gaza
become more fearful that they have
been forgotten, as do their families.

Each day we idle, our allies sacrifice
more lives in their fight against tyr-
anny and terror. Each day we fail to
act, America’s reputation as the
world’s greatest defender of freedom
and democracy decays.

Inaction suggests to our friends and
foes alike that our Congress chooses
doubt over determination, reluctance
over resolve, and contention over con-
viction. We embolden those assaulting
democracy in Israel, Ukraine, and else-
where to set their sights on the rest of
the free world, including our own
shores.

We must not project uncertainty in
our willingness to oppose despots and
international terrorists. Securing this
supplemental aid without condition
and without delay needs to be this
House’s priority.

I have served in Congress for over 42
years, including 28 years in the leader-
ship. In that time, I have seen Demo-
crats and Republicans work together to
defend democracy and further freedom.

Earlier this year, I went with former
Speaker McCarthy to meet with Israeli
leaders to reaffirm our vital U.S.-Israel
relationship. I worked with him to pre-
serve the overwhelming bipartisan sup-
port our Congress has had for Israel for
the past 75 years, just as I did with past
Republican leaders.

Now, Mr. Speaker, we come together
in solidarity as Vladimir Putin threat-
ens freedom, democracy, international
law, and the lives of Ukrainians.

A few years ago, I stood with Repub-
licans in Kyiv’s Independence Square
to lay wreaths for the prodemocracy
protesters who were gunned down there
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during the Revolution of Dignity in
2014. Republicans also joined me on my
codel to Ukraine’s border just last
year.

When I met with President
Zelenskyy and House leaders on both
sides of the aisle in September in this
House, we expressed our unanimous
commitment to Ukraine’s cause, to
America’s cause, to freedom’s cause.

We saw that same bipartisanship on
the House floor in recent weeks when
some 75 percent of us voted to approve
additional funding for UkKkraine. All
seven times, perhaps eight times if you
count a couple of bills, that issue came
up for consideration, 75 percent of us
voted for Ukraine’s funding.

We ought to act on the strong con-
sensus that exists in this body to de-
liver aid for Israel and Ukraine now,
today, perhaps tomorrow, but certainly
very soon.

Neither dysfunction nor disagree-
ment ought to undermine that effort.
Victory is our objective; delay is our
enemy.

I have spoken with Israeli and
Ukrainian leaders. I have met with of-
ficials from NATO partners and other
allies. I have talked with the families
of American hostages held captive by
Hamas and Gaza. Their question is the
same: Is America still willing to pay
the price of freedom? Our answer, Mr.
Speaker, and the answer of America
must be yes. Now.

We must send a deafening message to
our friends and to the enemies of free-
dom and democracy. We will defend our
allies and our shared values, not only
in the next few days, but in all the days
to come.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to act. It is
time to act without condition. Ukraine
needs us, Israel needs us, and freedom,
democracy, and international law need
us.

Let us act now.

———

HONORING EXCEPTIONAL AMER-
ICAN HEROES FOR THEIR SELF-
LESS COMMITMENT TO SERVING
OUR NATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. SELF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
morning to lay out that this House has
passed an Israel supplemental bill, $14.3
billion. Today, I call on the Senate to
pass this aid to Israel forthwith.

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to
recognize our veterans by honoring ex-
ceptional American heroes and their
selfless commitment to serving our Na-
tion and their communities. It is a mo-
ment to acknowledge those who have
sacrificed much and devoted all to safe-
guard our country.

This year, Texas’ Third District is sa-
luting the brave veterans who have ex-
hibited remarkable service, leadership,
integrity, and dedication. These vet-
erans represent true role models within
our community, deserving our utmost
respect, acknowledgment, and honor.
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The veterans from Texas’ Third Con-
gressional District receiving the 2023
Congressional Veteran Commendation
Award are as follows:

Lieutenant Colonel James Angelino,
U.S. Army;

Commander Paul Chabot, U.S. Navy;

Command Sergeant Major Shane
Chapman, U.S. Army;

Sergeant Dave Cornette, U.S. Army;

Colonel William George, U.S. Army;

Colonel Larry Greene, U.S. Army;

Sergeant Michael Karson, U.S. Army;

Lieutenant Colonel Shawn Keefe,
U.S. Marine Corps;

Staff Sergeant Casey McEuin, U.S.
Army;

Sergeant James Owsley, U.S. Army;

Lance Corporal Ramil Paredes, U.S.
Marine Corps;

Petty Officer 1st Class
Rulli, U.S. Navy;

Sergeant First Class Ruben Tobar,
U.S. Army.

I salute these 13 veterans. God bless
them, and God bless America.

——

CELEBRATING TOLUCA LAKE’S
CENTENNIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. CARDENAS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, today,
I rise to celebrate the centennial of a
beautiful neighborhood that has con-
tributed to the rich culture of the San
Fernando Valley, Toluca Lake.

Prior to the first Europeans’ arrival,
the Tongva people were the first inhab-
itants of Toluca Lake. They estab-
lished their homes on the banks of the
Los Angeles River there.

In 1889, General Charles Forman pur-
chased the territory on which modern-
day Toluca Lake lies and, by 1893, ap-
plied for the first post office and named
the town Toluca Ranch, which he
claimed was a Paiute Indian word for
beautiful and fertile valley.

Just like the rest of the San Fer-
nando Valley at the time, Toluca Lake
was lined with crops of satsuma plums,
cling peaches, Moorpark apricots, and
much more.

The lake in Toluca Ranch, which has
starred in many movies, was very at-
tractive for movie producers, which in
turn resulted in the movie industry be-
ginning to develop there. In 1915, Carl
Laemmle built Universal Studios in
the area, after which several other stu-
dios, like Warner Bros. Studios and
others, started flooding into the com-
munity.

After the general’s death in 1919, the
ranch was sold to a group of investors,
who tried to build a bedroom commu-
nity around the studios and named the
area Toluca Lake Park. By 1923, an-
other group of investors purchased the
property and built a housing commu-
nity, which is now called Toluca Lake.

Toluca Lake has been home to many
famous American artists and celeb-
rities, such as Frank Sinatra, Bob

Anthony



November 30, 2023

Hope, Bing Crosby, Bette Davis, Steve
Carell, Andy Garcia, Melissa McCar-
thy, Amelia Earhart, and many more.
President Ronald Reagan and his wife,
Nancy Reagan, even had their wedding
reception in Toluca Lake.

Today, Toluca Lake is a key commu-
nity of the entertainment industry,
where working families can pursue the
American Dream and tell stories to the
world. Toluca Lake is a place of work
for many below-line workers, such as
hairdressers, painters, carpenters, and
caterers.

One person I would like to acknowl-
edge was an immigrant. He came from
Jalisco, Mexico, and worked at Toluca
Lake’s famous diner, Patys, for over 10
years. His name is Santos Padilla, the
father of our U.S. Senator ALEX
PADILLA.

Like Santos, thousands of people can
provide for their families there in
Toluca Lake, and some even make it
their home. Many of these hardworking
people are a part of organizations such
as Toluca Lake Homeowners Associa-
tion, Toluca Lake Chamber of Com-
merce, Toluca Lake Garden Club,
Greater Toluca Lake Neighborhood
Council, Toluca Lake Beautification
Partners, and even a magazine called
Toluca Lake Magazine.

They have volunteered thousands of
hours for the community. They have
organized countless community clean-
ups, holiday parades, and farmers mar-
kets. Each organization is committed
to addressing the diverse needs of resi-
dents, property owners, businesses, and
local stakeholders.

With its rich culture and diverse con-
stituents, Toluca Lake continues to be
an extraordinary part of the San Fer-
nando Valley. There are many commu-
nities named Toluca—in Mexico, Mon-
tana, Illinois, and North Carolina—but
there is only one Toluca Lake.

Congratulations to Toluca Lake on
its 100-year anniversary.

REMEMBERING MANUEL ‘‘MANNY”’ FIGUERAS

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor Manuel ‘“‘Manny’’ Figueras, an
amazing public servant who spent his
entire life improving the lives of many
people from the city of Los Angeles and
the San Fernando Valley.

Manny was born on New Year’s Eve
in 1961 in Banes, Cuba. Just like many
Cuban families, the Figuerases left
Cuba in 1968 to pursue their dream of
liberty and freedom here in the United
States. The Figuerases immigrated
first to Miami, Florida, and then came
to Los Angeles, California.

Manny attended Roosevelt Middle
School and Hoover High School in
Glendale and finished his education at
Glendale College with a degree in busi-
ness administration.

Manny began his career in public
service working for Councilmember
Richard Alarcon. I saw Manny’s love
for and commitment to his constitu-
ents firsthand. As a field deputy, he
was the first person a constituent saw
when they were trying to solve a dif-
ficult issue in their community.
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Manny had a special talent for help-
ing mom-and-pop businesses. His abil-
ity to listen compassionately and then
develop a plan to cut through the red
tape of government made a difference
in the lives of many businessowners
and families.

Even after Manny moved on from his
life of service in the Los Angeles City
Council, constituents had his personal
phone numbers and would always call
him, and he was always there to help.
In his trademark calm and caring man-
ner, Manny would advocate for con-
stituents in communities in North Hol-
lywood, Mission Hills, Sylmar, and be-
yond.

We lost Manny on October 11, 2023. He
was surrounded by family and friends.
Manny is survived by his mother, Ana
Figueras; his brother, Juan Figueras;
his sister-in-law, Dora Figueras; his
nephew, Andrew Figueras; his niece,
Ariana LaBorico; and his nephew-in-
law, Dylan LaBorico.

We miss Manny very much.

CONGRATULATING CULLEN
TALTON ON HIS RETIREMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the
achievements of Cullen Talton, the
longest-serving active sheriff in the
Peach State, the State of Georgia.

After 51 years of serving his commu-
nity, Mr. Talton has decided to com-
plete his final term serving Houston
County before retiring. Sheriff Cullen
Talton was elected in 1972, and he
served as a commissioner before be-
coming a sheriff. He is known for being
a trusted, respectable, and devoted
servant of the community.

To honor his many years of service
and dedication, local leaders, commu-
nity members, and his family gathered
at the Houston County Annex before
the commissioners meeting to cele-
brate the longtime sheriff.

I congratulate Sheriff Talton on his
remarkable achievements and well-de-
served retirement. His dedication and
yvears of service are admirable and
greatly appreciated.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HOMELESSNESS
AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize November
as National Homelessness Awareness
Month.

In Georgia, over 10,000 people do not
have housing. This includes fathers,
mothers, and nearly 700 veterans.

During this month of recognition,
many groups across the country are
putting on events designed to help peo-
ple struggling with homelessness. Oli-
ver Maner LLP in Savannah is one of
the many groups helping to fight
homelessness during this month of rec-
ognition. Events such as Oliver
Maner’s Donation Drive and the Home-
less Veterans Stand Down event are es-
sential to highlighting and helping to
fight this critical issue.
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This month is a time when we come
together as a community and as a na-
tion to reflect on the issue of homeless-
ness and its impact on countless lives.
By raising awareness, we can show our
support and help those who need it the
most because every family, especially
veterans, deserves a safe and stable
home.

REMEMBERING BILL MILTIADES

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of Bill
Miltiades, who passed away on August
31, 2023.

Bill was a knowledgeable and com-
mitted Realtor. For many years, he
had been dedicated to the success of
the Savannah Area Realtors Associa-
tion. He served on countless boards and
received many awards in both his work
and personal lives. This past year was
Bill’s 24th year as a member of the Dis-
tinguished Sales Society.

Bill received his bachelor’s degree at
the University of Georgia and his mas-
ter’s at the Institute of Textile Tech-
nology in Charlottesville, Virginia. He
started Bill Miltiades Management in
2011 and then became a broker of his
own realty company in 2018.

Bill was loved by many, including
but not limited to his devoted sister,
Marta; brother-in-law, Sean; and his fa-
vorite person in the world, his niece,
Starlyn. He will always be remembered
as a genuine soul with endless Kindness
and care for the people around him.
Bill was very proud of his family, his
country, his church, his friends, and
his community.

CONGRATULATING CONNOR DANIEL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate Connor
Daniel, who won sixth place at the
Junior World FITASC Championship
this summer.

FITASC is a unique and difficult
shooting sport. It requires participants
to keep their guns still until the shoot-
ing clay they are targeting becomes
visible.

This summer, Connor joined Team
Beretta USA, an honor in its own right.
From there, he traveled and competed
in the 2023 World FITASC Sporting
Championship Finale Beretta World
Cup in Hungary. Connor said that he is
honored to have joined Team Beretta,
and his results show that he has rep-
resented them and his country well.

I again congratulate Connor on win-
ning sixth place. I look forward to see-
ing his sporting career continue to
flourish.

———

PROMOTING HOUSING ACCESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes.

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, we face a
housing crisis in our country. In metro
Detroit, there are three extremely low-
income renter households for each unit
that is both affordable and available.

In response, State and local public
developers are using innovative policy
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tools to build new housing develop-
ments that are financially sustainable
and affordable.

That is why I co-led the introduction
of the Public Housing for the 21st Cen-
tury Act, which provides public hous-
ing authorities and housing finance
agencies with the latest best practices
for mixed-income public housing.

While Federal subsidies have long
been insufficient to address the hous-
ing crisis in our country, Mr. Speaker,
the Public Housing for the 21st Century
Act would ensure that communities
have access to the latest models and
policy options, creating a pathway for
real affordable housing.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
please join me in promoting housing
access in every single district across
our Nation by cosponsoring this bill.

RHETORIC INCITES VIOLENCE AGAINST
PALESTINIANS

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, Hisham,
Kinnan, and Tahseen are all Pales-
tinian college students who were shot
while wearing a keffiyeh and speaking
Arabic on their way to a family dinner
in Vermont.

Just weeks ago, a 6-year-old Pales-
tinian-American child, Wadea, was
stabbed 26 times in a hate crime in I1li-
nois. They had to take the knife out of
his body.

Mr. Speaker, the constant dehuman-
ization of Palestinians has real con-
sequences. It is fueling anti-Pales-
tinian racism and violence. The dehu-
manization and rhetoric repeated by
many elected officials, many in this
Chamber, is inciting violence against
Palestinians.

My heart goes out to every family af-
fected by violence, Islamophobia, anti-
Palestinian racism, and any form of
hate.

One of the Palestinian victims who
was shot in Burlington, Hisham, wrote:
“This hideous crime did not happen in
a vacuum. As much as I appreciate and
love every single one of you here today,
I am but one casualty in this much
wider conflict.

‘“Had I been shot in the West Bank,
where I grew up, the medical services
that saved my life here would likely
have been withheld by the Israeli
Army. The soldier who shot me would
go home and never be convicted. . . .
Any attack like this is horrific, be it
here or in Palestine.

“That is why when you say your
wishes and light your candles today,
your mind should not just be focused
on me as an individual but, rather, as a
proud member of a people being op-
pressed.”’

When I talk about Hisham, Kinnan,
and Tahseen, I think of my two Pales-
tinian boys living right here in the
United States.

REMEMBERING WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’> GOODMAN

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, today I rec-
ognize my friend William ‘‘Bill”’ Good-
man, a true people’s lawyer who never
wavered in his pursuit of justice.

I met Bill over 15 years ago when he
was president of the Maurice and Jane
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Sugar Law Center for Economic and
Social Justice. He was a mentor of
mine and so many movement lawyers
and a hero to those who sought justice.

Over the course of his career, Bill
sought to focus his work on the protec-
tion of civil liberties, holding the pow-
erful accountable to the Constitution,
and fighting for the working class at
home and around the world. He was al-
ways ready and willing to fight for the
most vulnerable among us.

Bill was a pioneering people’s lawyer,
both in private practice in Detroit and
leading the Center for Constitutional
Rights and the National Lawyers
Guild.
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He was proud of representing the At-
tica prisoners, the Guantanamo Bay
detainees, the Vietnam survivors of
Agent Orange, and so many victims of
police violence and corrupt persecu-
tion.

It speaks to Bill’s character that one
of the most important lawyers in
American history will best be remem-
bered by those close to him and for his
endless jokes and bottomless love for
his children and comrades. Please join
me in honoring Bill Goodman and re-
membering his life and legacy.

———————

HONORING ALBERT BURR “A.B.”
McCALL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROSE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the life of a one-of-a-kind
man, father, husband, businessowner,
U.S. veteran, and a great friend of
mine, Mr. Albert Burr McCall, or A.B.,
as many called him.

Mr. McCall passed away on Sep-
tember 13, 2023, at the grand age of 94.
Living to that age is obviously quite a
feat, but in A.B.’s case, the real feat
was the full life he lived and the ac-
complishments he achieved.

A.B. was a man of faith, a loving and
loyal family man, a proud and patriotic
American. He was an unwavering be-
liever in the preservation of the free-
doms we enjoy as Americans, and he
contributed generously to those causes
that shared his convictions.

He saw the importance of hard work
at a young age when he worked at the
general store his grandparents started
in 1896. That entrepreneurial spirit
would prove to run in the family.

A.B. graduated from Smith County
High School in Carthage, Tennessee,
and later earned an undergraduate col-
lege degree in agriculture from my
alma mater, Tennessee Tech. He then
earned a master’s degree in animal nu-
trition from the University of Mis-
souri.

Mr. McCall started his professional
career as a teacher, but after only 1
year, he found himself answering the
Nation’s call to serve in the military in
the Korean war from 1952 to 1954. He
was later discharged with the rank of
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first lieutenant after being wounded in
combat by enemy fire.

When he returned to the States, A.B.
headed back to the classroom to teach
agriculture to World War II veterans at
an Iowa high school. While holding
down that job and four others, he also
worked toward a Ph.D. at Iowa State
University, and most importantly, he
met his wife, Virginia.

They wed just 9 months after their
first meeting and soon thereafter
moved to Smith County, Tennessee,
where he would buy into his father’s
furniture and appliance business and
eventually open D.T. McCall & Sons,
which is still thriving today in the
Smith County town of Carthage and
surrounding middle Tennessee towns
and cities.

A.B.’s success in business is attrib-
utable in no small part to his uncanny
ability to sense a profitable oppor-
tunity when it came along. In 1958, he
learned that a local cheese company
was changing the way it made its prod-
uct, which he realized would in turn re-
quire approximately 1,700 Tennessee
dairy farmers to obtain a new type of
industrial cooler in order to keep sup-
plying milk.

A.B. did some digging and found a
surplus of these coolers in North Caro-
lina that were perfect to fill the needs
of dairy farmers in Tennessee. After
several trips east, he bought approxi-
mately 1,000 of these coolers to sell to
Tennessee dairy farmers. He even
stopped in South Carolina on the way
home, filling one of the coolers with
peaches to sell back in Carthage.

Mr. McCall clearly had an eye for
finding deals and passing savings on to
his customers, but he was also a mar-
keting genius. He is still known
throughout middle Tennessee from his
days as a regular on Nashville’s ‘“The
Ralph Emery Show.”” Thousands would
tune in to watch him list all the deals
he had on furniture because he made
them laugh while doing it. He ended his
live television ads by holding up his
right hand and fist and saying, ‘‘hey,”
which became an unofficial trademark
of his.

According to Home Furnishings
Daily, D.T. McCall & Sons is ranked in
the country’s top 50 independently
owned furniture dealers today. In
terms of warehouse and sales floor
footage, it is the largest furniture and
appliance store in the United States.

Albert and Virginia McCall leave be-
hind two children, A.J. McCall and
Menda McCall Holmes, four grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren.
Menda and her husband Howard are
with us in the gallery today.

D.T. McCall & Sons continues to be a
family business, something in which
A.B. took great pride. Mr. Speaker,
A.B. McCall’s life is a lesson for us
all—that while a long life is a wonder-
ful blessing, having a life well lived is
the superior goal. Albert McCall did
both.

My prayers go out to all of his family
and friends as they continue to mourn
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the passing of their loved one and this
great Tennessee man. Mr. Speaker,
with that, I say ‘‘hey.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erencing occupants in the gallery.

HONORING DR. JAMES WEST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. NICKEL) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor Dr. James West, a revered
Wake County commissioner and a true
champion for the people of North Caro-
lina. It is with deep sorrow that we
mark his passing but with immense
gratitude that we celebrate his legacy.

His journey, from protesting segrega-
tion in the sixties along with Jesse
Jackson to serving as a Raleigh City
councilman and Wake County commis-
sioner, was marked by a relentless
commitment to justice and equality.

Dr. West’s legacy is not just in the
numerous programs he initiated or the
pivotal policies he championed but in
the countless lives that he touched,
mine included, the community leaders
he inspired, and the unquantifiable im-
pact of his vision and compassion.

We remember Dr. West for his Dr.
West-isms, his wisdom, and his unwav-
ering faith in the power of community.

As we mourn Dr. James West’s pass-
ing, we also celebrate his extraordinary
life, a life dedicated to service, equal-
ity, and the betterment of Wake Coun-
ty and its people.

CELEBRATING MR. IRA DAVID WOOD III

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor and celebrate an icon of North
Carolina’s cultural landscape, Mr. Ira
David Wood III, as we celebrate the
50th anniversary of his legendary por-
trayal of Ebenezer Scrooge in Ira David
Wood’s ‘A Christmas Carol.”

Mr. Wood’s unique and comedic adap-
tation of this Christmas classic has be-
come a beloved holiday tradition for
the Raleigh community.

His visionary leadership in theater,
coupled with his remarkable talents as
an actor, author, singer, and play-
wright, has left a profound impact on
the arts in North Carolina.

As the founder and executive director
of Theatre in the Park in Raleigh, Mr.
Wood has been a cornerstone of Ra-
leigh’s vibrant art scene since 1972.

His leadership and vision have earned
him prestigious recognitions, including
two Medal of Arts awards and The
Order of the Long Leaf Pine, the high-
est civilian honor in North Carolina.

As we celebrate this milestone, let’s
applaud Mr. Wood’s extraordinary con-
tributions not only to the arts but to
the heart and soul of North Carolina.

Please join me in congratulating Mr.
Wood on this remarkable achievement
and wishing him continued success.

SCHOOL SAFETY

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, last week

I visited the site of the 2018 Marjory
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Stoneman Douglas school shooting in
Parkland, Florida. Meeting the vic-
tims’ families was a heartbreaking ex-
perience that I will never forget.

There is no way to describe what it
felt like to see the bullet-riddled,
bloodstained classrooms and hallways
that remain frozen in time.

We owe it to each victim and family
impacted by this tragedy to stop the
epidemic of gun violence plaguing our
Nation.

Just this week, another act of sense-
less violence rocked my district when a
student was tragically killed and an-
other seriously injured at Southeast
Raleigh Magnet High School. My
thoughts are with the victims’ families
and loved ones affected by this un-
speakable tragedy.

I am sure a lot more details will be
released in the coming days, but for
now our mission remains clear: We can
and must do more to keep our kids safe
in school.

I remain committed to working with
anyone on solutions to protect our
kids.

STANDING WITH ISRAEL

Mr. NICKEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of the No Funds for Iranian
Terrorism Act.

For years, the Iranian regime has
aided and abetted terrorist organiza-
tions, including Hamas.

On October 7, we saw Iranian-backed
Hamas terrorists carry out a brutal
and barbaric assault against the Jew-
ish people and the State of Israel.

Both Iran and Hamas seek to destroy
democracy, and we must hold them ac-
countable for their actions.

I am proud to support this bill com-
ing to the floor today that will ensure
that not a single dollar of this funding,
whether directly or indirectly, goes to
support Hamas or its efforts to destroy
Israel.

We must continue to stand with
Israel and ensure they have the funding
and resources to disarm and dismantle
Hamas and every Iranian-backed ter-
rorist threat.

———

HONORING DR. AMBROUS OLIVER
“BUTCH” FINDLEY, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROSE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. CLYDE) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to honor and celebrate the life of
Dr. Ambrous Oliver Findley, Jr., affec-
tionately known as ‘‘Butch,” who re-
cently passed and is survived by his
loving wife, Wanda, and his children,
grandchildren, sister, nephews, and
dear friends.

Butch’s life was filled with tremen-
dous acts of service. After obtaining a
bachelor’s in psychology from the Uni-
versity of South Florida, Butch’s com-
mitment to the well-being of others led
him to the U.S. Navy where he self-
lessly served as a hospital corpsman. A
man of diverse talents and interests,
Butch then returned to the University
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of South Florida and obtained a bach-
elor’s in biology and premed.

Butch’s devotion to the medical pro-
fession later led him to attend the
West Virginia School of Osteopathic
Medicine and complete his residency at
the General Hospital in Pinellas Park,
Florida. After this pivotal chapter,
Butch once again answered the call of
duty, this time as a physician in the
United States Army where he served at
the rank of captain in Fort Stewart,
Georgia.

For 42 years, Butch then dedicated
himself to the well-being of Georgians
in Rabun County, leaving an indelible
mark on the northeast Georgia com-
munity that he served—{first at
Ridgecrest Hospital and later at
MedLink Rabun. He was not merely a
physician; he was a beacon of hope and
healing, touching countless lives.

Beyond the stethoscope, Butch rev-
eled in the simple joys of life. Whether
exploring new adventures or finding
solace in the comfort of home, he cher-
ished precious moments with his fam-
ily and friends.

Butch’s kindness, compassion, and
profound sense of duty will forever res-
onate in the hearts of those who knew
him. As we bid farewell to a beloved
husband, father, grandfather, brother,
and friend, we find peace knowing that
he is now with our Heavenly Father.

Georgia’s Ninth District will always
remember and honor the incredible leg-
acy that Dr. Butch Findley, Jr. left be-
hind.

15TH ANNUAL INDUSTRY APPRECIATION
LUNCHEON

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Hall County’s top in-
dustries for 2023. Earlier this month,
the Greater Hall County Chamber of
Commerce held its 156th Annual Indus-
try Appreciation Luncheon at Lanier
Technical College in Gainesville. On
behalf of the Ninth District, I would
like to recognize this year’s winners.

First, congratulations to Mar-Jac
Poultry for receiving the Top Large
Employer award for 2023. Based in
Gainesville, the poultry capital of the
world, Mar-Jac Poultry plays a pivotal
role in our community’s economic
prosperity.

With the help of its 1,400 dedicated
employees, Mar-Jac Poultry processes
2.4 million birds per week with plans to
expand capacity by 50 percent and cre-
ate 100 new jobs. I am proud to recog-
nize Mar-Jac Poultry for this exciting
award, and I thank the company for in-
vesting in our community.

This year’s top Medium Sized Em-
ployer award is Corporate Storage, a
successful third-party logistics pro-
vider with 56 hardworking employees.

Over the years, Corporate Storage
has evolved from the initial moving
and storage company, Adams Transfer
Company, which was founded in Athens
back in 1903, into a thriving business
that provides commercial warehousing,
records management, and logistic serv-
ices.



H5992

Corporate Storage recently com-
pleted a $15 million expansion to im-
prove service for manufacturing,
healthcare, and food processing cus-
tomers throughout north Georgia. Con-
gratulations, Corporate Storage, for
this well-deserved recognition.

Last but not least, I would like to
honor the Top Small Employer,
pdblowers, Incorporated, which em-
ploys 28 Georgians at its headquarters
in Gainesville.

Founded in 1990, pdblowers is a cus-
tom manufacturer of positive displace-
ment blower systems, including fab-
rication, design, and systems integra-
tion. The business has built an out-
standing reputation as a leading dis-
tributor in its field due to years of ex-
ceptional customer service, innovative
solutions, and on-time delivery. Con-
gratulations, pdblowers, Incorporated.

Additional companies honored by the
Greater Hall County Chamber of Com-
merce include: Carroll Daniel Con-
struction for workforce development,
Performance Foodservice for workforce
excellence, Marel for safety perform-
ance, ZF for corporate responsibility,
and Harris Products Group for environ-
mental responsibility.

Congratulations to Hall County’s 2023
top industry winners. I thank each of
the recognized companies for investing
in our community, driving innovation,
and fostering economic growth in Hall
County.

——
O 1045
END HUNGER NOW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, this
holiday season, I am thankful for the
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts
for once again organizing a 43-mile
march through Western Massachusetts
to raise awareness about hunger and
fundraise for families in need.

I am proud to announce that this
year’s march, the 14th annual, raised
$500,000. I couldn’t be more grateful to
all the marchers, fundraisers, and com-
munity organizers who made this hap-
pen.

I was so proud to join them on No-
vember 20 and 21 as we walked sunup to
sundown, traveling from Springfield to
Greenfield. We stopped at crucial com-
munity centers that work hard to feed
anyone who is hungry.

A huge thank you to our fearless
leader, radio personality Monte
Belmonte, who has been the inspiration
for the march for the past 14 years. He
pushed an empty shopping cart all 43
miles and stopped to pose with roaring
crowds every chance he could. He is a
true local icon and hero.

We were joined by dozens of hunger
advocates who marched on against
freezing Massachusetts winds but kept
their heads up the whole way. We were
fed by the brand-new Holyoke Culinary
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Arts food truck, Wake the Dead
Donuts, Berkshire Brewing, Richard-
son’s Candy, and, finally, a hot meal
from pay-what-you-can Stone Soup
Cafe. Of course, there were countless
volunteers who made sure we had plen-
ty of Dunkin’.

We peeked into community action
centers like Lorraine’s Soup Kitchen in
Chicopee, Kate’s Kitchen of Holyoke,
and Amherst Survival Center.

I also thank the rest stops set up by
the MLK Family Services Center,
Fame of Holyoke, the WRSI and NEPM
radio stations, Adventure East, Hawks
and Reed, and Home Depot.

I thank Congressman Richie Neal for
joining us at the kickoff. I thank Con-
gressman JOE KENNEDY for keeping me
company for several hours on Route
116, and Governor Maura Healey for
being the first-ever Governor to join
this incredible event.

I was proud of the many State legis-
lators who joined the march, including
State senators, Jo Comerford and Jake
Olivera; and representatives Natalie
Blais, Mindy Domb, Dan Carey, and
Lindsay Sabadosa.

Special thanks to Andrew More-
house, the executive director of the
Food Bank of Western Massachusetts;
Tim Garvin with the United Way; the
Franklin County Chamber of Com-
merce; Dr. Dave; Jamie Hoag, and the
amazing staff at Attorney General An-
drea Campbell’s office, who marched
with us; as well as District Attorney
Dave Sullivan, and so many more.

Although the march was hard, we all
know being hungry is harder. Across
the country, 44 million people are food
insecure. In Massachusetts, one in five
families don’t have reliable access to
affordable, nutritious food. That is a
disgrace.

As I say every week on this floor,
hunger is a political condition.

In this Congress, we have seen House
Republicans attack antihunger pro-
grams every chance they get, from ad-
vocating for onerous—and let me just
say, ineffective—work requirements, to
slashing programs that feed hungry
moms, infants, and children. It appears
this extreme MAGA majority will stop
at nothing to turn the clock back on
the progress we have made to fight
hunger.

That is why the March for the Food
Bank in Western Massachusetts is so
critical. It is a display of care and gen-
erosity, in spite of the fact that some
here in Washington are hell-bent on
taking food from people who need it
most.

With the half a million dollars that
these volunteers raise, the food bank
will serve 1.5 million meals, but char-
ity alone will not address the root
causes that plunge people into hunger.

Food banks are a Band-Aid, but we in
Congress should be pressing for deeper,
enduring solutions. People shouldn’t
have to turn to a food bank every
month. They should just have enough
money to be able to buy groceries.

Programs like SNAP, the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,

November 30, 2023

keep hardworking families from having
to choose between buying food and pay-
ing rent. SNAP gives participants the
dignity of shopping for their own food.

We ought to fund, not cut, these pro-
grams. By the way, even if you don’t
agree with me that ending hunger is a
moral imperative, you ought to still
get on board because it saves us money
in the long run.

SNAP lifted 2.8 million Americans
out of poverty in 2021 and can generate
almost double the economic output for
each dollar invested in it.

Why do so many on the other side in-
sist on cutting it every chance they
get?

Let us instead choose to invest in
SNAP, in WIC, and in our whole
antihunger safety net. Instead of cut-
ting services for those in need, we need
to invest in our people, in our commu-
nities, and in our country.

We can end hunger now. What we
need is the political will, and the peo-
ple who marched with me on November
20 and 21 have the political will. They
are counting on us here in Congress to
live up to the promise of our country
and make sure that nobody, absolutely
nobody goes hungry.

If we do that, we can end hunger now.

————

PROTECT OUR COUNTRY BY
SECURING OUR BORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Mrs. MILLER) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, the Federal Government’s primary
role is to protect the country by secur-
ing our borders.

The Biden administration has al-
lowed, even facilitated, an invasion of
more than 8 million foreign nationals
led by drug cartels, terrorists, and
human traffickers.

Joe Biden has created a fentanyl cri-
sis, a national security crisis, and a
child trafficking disaster, making the
U.S. vulnerable in every way. In addi-
tion, this invasion costs taxpayers bil-
lions of dollars every year.

Cartels are bringing unaccompanied
minors across the border, and these
taxpayer dollars are being used to fly
unaccompanied children across the
country on secret flights.

Secretary Mayorkas has lost track of
85,000 children, and he must be held ac-
countable through impeachment.

Americans miss President Trump. He
made border security his top priority.
In Congress, I will always defend chil-
dren and fight for strong borders.

——
GUN HOMICIDES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Pennsylvania (Ms. SCANLON) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, while
gun deaths in the United States far
outpace those of other countries and
now are the leading cause of death
among children under 18, recent CDC
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data shows a glimmer of hope: Gun
homicides are down slightly from 2021.

We have seen this reduction in places
like Philadelphia and Chester as a host
of community violence prevention pro-
grams, funded by the American Rescue
Plan and the Bipartisan Safer Commu-
nities Act, take hold.

Tragically, the data also shows gun
suicides reached a record high last year
with nearly 27,000 people across the
United States dying from gun suicide.
More than half of gun deaths in Penn-
sylvania alone were from suicides last
year.

We have ways to reduce gun suicide
in this country, red flag laws, safe stor-
age, and waiting periods, all of which
have been proven to reduce gun suicide,
but the NRA and extremist Repub-
licans continue to block these com-
monsense constitutional measures
which can save lives.

When we speak about gun violence,
we often say there are solutions, re-
search-based solutions. We don’t have
to live this way. Today, I will add that
in the case of gun suicide, we should
also be mindful that people don’t have
to die this way.

By creating legal space between a
person in crisis and access to a firearm,
more people will live and more families
will be spared the immeasurable pain
of losing a loved one. We need Congres-
sional action now.

ELECTION MISINFORMATION CONTINUES

Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, election
misinformation continues to plague
our country as leaders who know better
repeat or fail to contradict baseless
conspiracy theories and lies about the
integrity of our elections. Not only do
these lies and conspiracy theories un-
dermine public faith in our democracy
and elections, they cost taxpayer dol-
lars.

Since the 2020 election, in the county
where I live, we have seen multiple
baseless lawsuits filed seeking to over-
turn or audit election results. None of
them have produced evidence of mis-
conduct or inaccurate results. What
they have done is cost taxpayer dollars
in legal fees, court resources, and time
and effort by county employees and
election officials that have to be di-
verted to defending these groundless
suits.

I am proud of the professional admin-
istrators and volunteers who work so
diligently every election to safeguard
our democracy and make it work, but
it is also important that leaders from
across the political spectrum step up
and stand up for our democratic proc-
esses and call out those who are trying
to undermine them, as well as call out
those who are wasting taxpayer dol-
lars.

—————

SABINO HIGH SCHOOL STATE
CHAMPIONSHIP
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. CISCOMANI) for 5 minutes.
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Sabino High
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School football team, who recently
won the Arizona’s 3A Division State
Championship defeating their opponent
68-46.

This win holds special significance in
my district because this is the first
time in 8 years that a Tucson-area high

school clenched the football State
title.

I also recognize Head Coach Ryan
McBrayer and his staff. Coach

McBrayer has a record of 57 wins and
only 19 losses throughout his coaching
career. This title is a testament to the
dedication of the players and the
coaches, an incredible accomplishment
they won’t soon forget.

I am confident that the lessons of de-
termination, teamwork, and persever-
ance will stay with these young players
for a lifetime.

Congratulations again to the Sabino
Sabercats for their successful 2023 sea-
son. This victory is a true reflection
that hard work does pay off.

HONORING DEBI AND MARK HALL FOR
ADVOCATING AGAINST ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, today

I rise to honor the remarkable efforts
of Debi and Mark Hall for their activ-
ism and their fight against Alzheimer’s
disease.

Earlier this year, I had the privilege
of sitting down and speaking with the
Halls, as well as participating in this
yvear’s Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

Debi, who spent 40 years as a nurse,
was diagnosed with this devastating
disease at the age of 65 in 2020. Her di-
agnosis spurred the couple’s mission to
raise money and support efforts to find
a cure for Alzheimer’s.

Now, they are known as tireless ad-
vocates in the fight to raise awareness,
find a cure, and support those who suf-
fer from Alzheimer’s and their loved
ones.

I have to tell you, I have been around
Debi and Mark a few times, and their
love and support for each other is
unmatchable. It is lovely to see the
way they look at each other, support
each other, and, yes, even dance with
each other. It is something amazing to
see.

Our community and the fight against
Alzheimer’s are stronger because of the
work of the Halls in Southern Arizona.

As we conclude Alzheimer’s Aware-
ness Month, I extend my heartfelt grat-
itude to them for the dedication and
compassion that they bring to Arizo-
na’s Sixth Congressional District.

REMEMBERING AND HONORING THE LIFE OF

FREDDY ORTIZ

Mr. CISCOMANI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember and honor the life
of Freddy Ortiz, a devoted CBP agent
who tragically lost his life in the line
of duty.

On November 13, Agent Ortiz was re-
sponding to reports of illegal border ac-
tivity when he was involved in a fatal
ATV crash in Douglas, Arizona.

Agent Ortiz dedicated his life to serv-
ice to our country, serving in the U.S.
Navy before spending the last 13 years
in CBP.
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The loss of Freddy Ortiz underscores
a harsh reality: Our law enforcement
and Border Patrol put their lives on
the line every day when they wake up
and put on their uniforms.

As we gather with family and friends
this holiday season, I encourage you all
to remember families like the Ortizes
who will be missing a loved one at
their table because he made the ulti-
mate sacrifice.

Freddy’s service, sacrifice, and leg-
acy will never be forgotten. It will
never be forgotten.

————
O 1100

REMEMBERING SAUNDRA GRAHAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. PRESSLEY) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember three generational
leaders who have earned the honor of
being eulogized in this great Chamber
and in perpetuity in our CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD: Saundra Graham,
Pearline James, and Mukiya Baker-
Gomez, three incredible Black women
whose love for community was mani-
fest in their historic achievements and
legacy they invite us all to aspire to.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to mark the pass-
ing of Ms. Saundra Graham. Saundra
Graham’s contributions to Cambridge
and the Commonwealth far outpace her
impressive and well-earned list of ti-
tles: first woman of color elected to the
Cambridge City Council, the first
woman of color to be the vice mayor,
six-term State representative, sec-
retary to the National Black Caucus of
Local Elected Officials, founder of the
Massachusetts Childcare Coalition, co-
founder of the Riverside Cambridgeport
Community Development Corporation,
among others.

Saundra Graham truly was a trail-
blazer on a mission to do good along
the way, and she wasn’t afraid to make
good trouble in the name of justice
both inside and outside of politics.

She was a tenacious truth-teller, and
I count myself amongst those who will
miss her righteous reprimands. Her im-
pact is an indelible one which will en-
dure throughout our Commonwealth
and in her loving family, which I know
was her greatest legacy as she was a
proud mother, grandmother, great-
grandmother, and great-great-grand-
mother.

May she rest in peace and power.

PAYING TRIBUTE TO PEARLINE JAMES

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to an incredible
woman of faith, Pearline James. In
church, I grew up singing a song,
“They Will Know We Are Christians by
Our Love.” Indeed, Mrs. James was
God’s love in action.

Pastor Pearline James served God
and her community as an associate
pastor at Full Life Gospel Center in
Dorchester. She did this with love,
dedication, and compassion for all
God’s children.
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It is no surprise, as one of 21 siblings
and the second eldest, that she was a
mother and nurturer to many. She
brought life and love to every child and
family that passed through her and her
beloved husband Evans’ childcare cen-
ter in their home, J.P. Family
Childcare, in the 1970s. She was pas-
sionate about education, and at the age
of 60, she returned to school, earning a
degree and graduating with a 3.8 GPA.

While Mrs. James laid in hospice, the
true impact of the love she imparted to
the city was on full display, and nurses
were quoted saying she had no less
than 300 visitors.

Her daughter Denella said her moth-
er often would invoke the lyrics of “It
Is Well With My Soul,” a gospel hymn
whose words include: ‘‘Whatever my
lot, Thou has taught me to say, it is
well, it is well with my soul.”

She is survived by the great love of
her life, Evan, by her daughters,
Denella, Rosemarie, and Debby, and 10
grandchildren and 15 great-grand-
children.

HONORING MUKIYA BAKER-GOMEZ

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to pay tribute to a woman, leader,
mentor, and brilliant strategist on
whose shoulders so many electoral
firsts stand on, including myself,
Mukiya Baker-Gomez.

In 2018, I became the first person of
color to represent the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts in the House of Rep-
resentatives in the Commonwealth’s
230-year history. That foundation, that
possibility, the literal electoral blue-
print to winning elections in Boston
and building coalitions, began with
Mukiya Baker-Gomez. Her political
acumen and shrewd counsel were envi-
able, and her commitment to commu-
nity unwavering and unshakeable, es-
pecially to Black people.

Her every move and impact outside
of politics has been even greater. She
played a key role in an inclusive econ-
omy, fighting to ensure that contrac-
tors of color would be prioritized. She
was a historymaker, although she
never chased a title.

It was important to me to eulogize
her because I will not have her con-
tributions erased or unacknowledged.

I thank Mukiya for everything. I love
and miss her.

She is survived by the love of her life,
Kevin; her loving children, Talisha and
Kenyatta; her siblings; and a host of
family by blood and by bond.

I thank Mukiya for her sacrifice and
tenacity and for always speaking truth
to power.

——————

STANDING STRONG IN SUPPORT
OF JAPAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. WILLIAMS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, for over 70 years, the United
States and Japan have been bound to-
gether by a steadfast and loyal alli-
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ance. Our nations have come together
in decades of peace and cooperation.

Today, however, our Japanese allies
are facing mounting threats. China is
ramping up its expansionist efforts,
and the tyrannical regime of North
Korea continues to develop its arsenal
of nuclear weapons and intermediate-
range ballistic missiles, which pose a
direct threat to the civilian population
of Japan.

In this increasingly unstable and bel-
licose environment, it has never been
more important for the United States
to stand strong in support of Japan.

North Korea, in particular, is guilty
of grave human rights abuses against
Japanese citizens. Since the 1970s,
North Korea has covertly abducted 17
Japanese citizens from the homeland
islands, some while they slept in their
beds. In addition to these 17 officially
recognized abductees, there are numer-
ous other cases of missing Japanese
citizens for whom the possibility of
having been abducted and taken to
North Korea simply can’t be ruled out.
The agony of not knowing haunts these
families, and the fear of abductions in
the night from the sea has haunted
coastal communities in Japan for dec-
ades.

Every single one of these abductions
is a horrific tragedy that has caused
untold suffering. Perhaps even more
disturbing is North Korea’s heartless
and transparent deception concerning
the status of these victims. For exam-
ple, while North Korea claims eight of
these abductees have died from causes
like suicide, heart attacks, and traffic
accidents inside North Korea, the re-
gime has never produced any objec-
tively verifiable evidence of their
deaths to the families who just want to
know.

The North Koreans have conven-
iently claimed that the remains of
some of the abductees were washed
away in floods. They have even handed
over alleged abductee remains to Japan
only for the DNA testing to later show
that these alleged remains do not
match the identities of the abducted
victims. It is unimaginably cruel.

North Korea’s treatment of Japan
and its citizens is nothing short of evil
and an inhuman crime. America
doesn’t allow its allies to be bullied.
That is why I introduced H. Res. 620, a
resolution that seeks to carry out jus-
tice for the Japanese citizens abducted
by North Korea. This resolution ac-
complishes three major goals.

First, it provides official congres-
sional recognition of the horrific ab-
ductions of Japanese citizens by the
North Koreans. This includes an ac-
knowledgment that North Korea has
violated the basic human rights of
these Japanese citizens and that only 5
of the 17 officially recognized
abductees have been returned to Japan.

Second, this resolution urges North
Korea to take action on rectifying
these abuses. It calls upon North Korea
to release all foreign abducted nation-
als, including those from Japan. It also
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urges North Korea to return the re-
mains of all deceased abductees, pro-
vide information about their demise,
and make reparations for these crimes.

Lastly, the resolution reaffirms Con-
gress’ commitment to our alliance with
Japan and to American strength
abroad. When America is weak, our en-
emies are empowered; our allies are en-
dangered; and our national security is
put at risk. When America is strong,
we hold our enemies accountable for
their actions; we defend our allies; and
we keep our country safe.

The alliance with Japan is the bed-
rock of America’s influence in Asia and
our security. Strong and unapologetic
support for Japan is an essential com-
ponent of American foreign policy. We
in Congress must all speak as one and
stand with Japan. We will not let such
a faithful and crucial ally be pushed
around by a tyrannical and rogue re-
gime.

I am incredibly proud to introduce
this resolution. I thank Congress-
woman TOKUDA for co-leading this bi-
partisan effort.

Stop for a moment and remember the
suffering of these families who have
had their family members taken from
them without any knowledge of their
well-being.

——

HISTORY OF CIVIL RIGHTS
ABUSES AT THE DEPARTMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUARTE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) for
5 minutes.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, today, I rise to introduce my first
piece of legislation, the JUST Act.

When the United States Department
of Agriculture was established by
President Lincoln in 1862, it reflected a
recognition of the strategic importance
of agriculture in the Nation’s develop-
ment. It aimed to address the needs of
farmers, promote scientific advance-
ments in agriculture, and contribute to
rural development. However, racism
perpetuated by the rules and the laws
of Jim Crow remained strong.

This was in the early years of the
Civil War. Sixty-one years later, we re-
member in 1923 the massacre, the re-
moval of Black, prosperous farmers in
Rosewood, Florida, where Black farm-
ers were taken off of their land.

In the 1920s, 30 percent of America’s
families lived in rural America on
farmlands. The USDA was created to
provide a safety net for America’s
farmers, ranchers, and growers, which
included assistance for struggling in-
dustries, disaster assistance, crop in-
surance, technical assistance, access to
credit, and help for producers to imple-
ment conservation practices.

For decades, the USDA has had an
unfortunate and checkered history re-
garding civil rights, manifesting most
notably in discriminatory lending
practices, unequal program access,
civil rights violations, land loss, and
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limited representation. Reports dating
back to the 1960s have found discrimi-
nation at the USDA in both program
delivery and the treatment of its em-
ployees of African-American descent.

Today, USDA continues to be the
subject of a number of lawsuits
brought by minority farmers and
ranchers alleging discrimination. This
reputation is so pervasive that the
USDA has been called the last planta-
tion on numerous occasions.

When Secretary Tom Vilsack began
his tenure as Secretary of Agriculture
in 2009, he promised a new era of civil
rights at the USDA. I applaud him for
his recognition, honesty, candor, and
willingness to confront a very hard
truth, not fixing the blame but trying
to fix the problem to make sure that
America’s agricultural access, re-
sources, and industry would be open to
all.

At that time, there were over 14,000
unresolved discrimination complaints
in the Department of Agriculture. The
discrimination perpetuated through
USDA’s farm lending programs, under-
mining Black farmers’ ability to con-
tinue their operations during the 20th
century, resulting in over 900,000 Black
farmers losing their lands from the
people who were originally the
custodians of this land, African Ameri-
cans who had been Kkidnapped, cap-
tured, and enslaved and who made cot-
ton king. When they had the oppor-
tunity to farm, the USDA had turned
their back on these family farmers.

Between 1920 and 1997, African-Amer-
ican farmers had declined by 98 percent
because of government policy. Right
here, down Pennsylvania Avenue, in
1925, we remember when the Ku Klux
Klan was a mainstream organization.
We remember that when President Har-
ding died in Indiana, there was a Klan
rally at the fairgrounds commemo-
rating his death. That ghost still lin-
gered on.

Contemporary data shows that Afri-
can Americans still account for only
1.4 percent of the country’s 3.4 million
producers. Equity issues remain in pro-
gram delivery to this very day.

An NPR analysis most recently found
that, in 2022, only 36 percent of Black
farmers received direct loans from
USDA while their White counterparts
received 72 percent loan acceptance.
Perhaps some of the biggest gaps in the
loan demographics can also be seen in
the rejection numbers, where 16 per-
cent of Black farmers are rejected. The
highest corresponding figure for White
farmers was 4 percent. Forty-eight per-
cent of Black farmers withdrew their
applications in frustration, and that
number corresponds with Asian Ameri-
cans, compared to only 24 percent of
those identifying as Caucasian.
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While efforts are underway to address
this current crisis through the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, and other meas-
ures, there must be a process in place
to clarify and bolster civil rights pro-
tections at the USDA.
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The Just USDA Standards and Trans-
parency Act of 2023, 100 years after
Rosewood, would correct this.

——

GOD REST YE MERRY,
GENTLEMEN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
as Christmastime approaches, I rise to
share the history of one of the most be-
loved carols—and there are more to
come.

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen.”’

The first line means, gentlemen, may
God keep you in good spirits—a bless-
ing.

Immensely popular throughout its
history, this carol even merits a men-
tion by Charles Dickens in his famous
tale, ‘“A Christmas Carol.” It is also a
very old carol and was almost certainly
sung by wandering groups of singers
called waits. In Merrie Olde England,
music was an important part of every-
day life. Minstrels carried the news of
the day from town to town and were
often handsomely rewarded for their ef-
forts.

In many towns, the waits played the
role of town criers, singing the hours of
the day and reporting local happenings.
Christmastime kept them especially
busy. As they strolled through the
snowy streets, they told the story of
the nativity in song, adding to the fes-
tive atmosphere. Townspeople would
show their appreciation by giving the
singers money or food.

These are the words of that famous
carol:

God rest ye merry, gentlemen; let nothing
you dismay.

Remember, Christ our Savior was born on
Christmas Day.

To save us all from Satan’s power, when we
were gone astray.

otidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.

otidings of comfort and joy.

In Bethlehem, in Israel, this blessed
babe was born,

And laid within a manger upon this
blessed morn;

The which His mother Mary did noth-
ing take in scorn.
otidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.
otidings of comfort and joy.

From God our Heavenly Father, a blessed
angel came;

And unto certain shepherds brought tidings
of the same;

How that in Bethlehem was born the Son of
God by name.

otidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.

otidings of comfort and joy.

I hope that you keep this history in
mind of this beautiful song as you cele-
brate during the holiday season.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the people
of central Texas, I wish you all a Merry
Christmas and a happy holiday.

——
EXPULSION OF REPRESENTATIVE
GEORGE SANTOS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. IVEY) for 5 minutes.
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Mr. IVEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
on this solemn occasion to urge my
colleagues to take the rare step of ex-
ercising the expulsion clause of the
United States Constitution.

Congressman GEORGE SANTOS has
failed to uphold the principles of scru-
pulous, selfless public service. He has
violated the law and he has violated
this body’s ethics rules.

As a member of the Ethics Com-
mittee, I can report that the evidence
against him is substantial and damn-
ing. I can also report that there was no
rush to judgment.

During the course of our investiga-
tion, the Ethics Committee authorized
37 subpoenas, issued 43 requests for in-
formation, obtained and reviewed over
172,000 pages of documents, interviewed
over 40 witnesses, and reviewed rel-
evant public information, including the
Federal indictments in the criminal
case in New York.

Our bipartisan investigation revealed
that he laundered $50,000 of his cam-
paign donors’ money through two per-
sonal accounts and spent it on himself
on designer clothes, a car payment, a
credit card, and personal debts.

He cheated the government out of
$24,000 in unemployment benefits dur-
ing the pandemic when he was earning
a salary of $120,000 from an investment
firm.

He lied and said he loaned his unsuc-
cessful campaign for Congress over
$80,000, and repaid himself for the ficti-
tious loan, netting a personal profit of
$27,000.

In the second—this time successful
campaign for Congress—he lied again,
this time to the tune of $500,000.

He also transferred and hid from the
FEC a sum of $50,000 from his congres-
sional campaign to his State Political
Action Committee. He spent over
$40,000 of campaign funds on personal
expenses, like expensive travel and
meals, casino stays, an adult website,
and cosmetic procedures, personally
enriching himself at his donors’ ex-
pense—all of this on top of his constant
lying about his resume and his family
history.

There are charges of fraud, identity
theft, credit card skimming, and swin-
dling a disabled veteran.

In short, the evidence of criminal and
ethical violations is extensive and
overwhelming.

Mr. SANTOS has complained that he
has not received due process. He also
suggested that he was unaware of the
fraud and misconduct, apparently try-
ing to shift the blame to his treasurer
and others.

Mr. SANTOS worked closely with his
treasurer, who pled guilty just last
month to her role in this scheme. The
text messages they exchanged about
the fake loans show that he was a
knowing and active participant in the
misconduct.

The campaign staffers we interviewed
as part of our investigation also made
clear that he was certainly aware of
the campaign’s financial abuses.
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In addition, his campaign consult-
ants gave him a 141-page vulnerability
report that detailed many of his frauds
and lies. They demanded that he drop
out of the race. When he refused—just
like he is doing today—three of his
staffers quit in protest.

The Ethics Committee also offered
Mr. SANTOS a chance to meet with us
for an interview or deposition to ex-
plain his side. He has done countless
interviews and gave a press conference
just a few feet from here earlier this
morning, but somehow he never found
time to meet with us. Somehow he
never even tried to offer a plausible ex-
planation for his conduct. In fact, all
he said today was that he would ad-
dress our report at a later time.

He said something over the weekend
that stuck with me. He said he would
wear expulsion as a badge of honor.
When all this is over, I am afraid he
won’t be wearing a badge of honor, he
will be wearing an orange jumpsuit.

This is a historic moment. The House
has only expelled five Members in our
entire history.

The Constitution is clear that we
don’t have to wait until Mr. SANTOS is
remanded to the Bureau of Prisons be-
fore we can vote to expel him from the
House of Representatives.

The Constitution is also clear in the
safeguards it provides to ensure that
the power to expel a duly elected Mem-
ber was not abused. The Framers—in
their wisdom—set the high bar of a
two-thirds vote.

Unlike some of the rushed motions to
censure that we have seen here on this
floor just in the past year, Mr. SANTOS
received a full and extensive investiga-
tion, and a detailed report from the
Ethics Committee. The evidence of
criminal and ethical misconduct is ex-
tensive, overwhelming, and undisputed.

Finally, the Ethics Committee’s in-
vestigation and report was bipartisan,
and its findings were unanimous.

Given all of these safeguards and all
of this evidence, now is the time to
hold Mr. SANTOS accountable. Now is
the time to show the American people
that we can hold ourselves to at least a
minimal standard of conduct. Now is
the time to vote to expel GEORGE
SANTOS from the United States House
of Representatives.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND
SERVICE OF MRS. SUE NELL
BOENKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. FALLON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the life and
service of Mrs. Sue Nell Boenker of
Fort Worth, Texas, who passed away
October 16, 2021.

Mrs. Boenker was a dedicated moth-
er, grandmother, and a stalwart Chris-
tian. She was married to a dear friend
of mine, Al Boenker, who is really one
of the most magnificent human beings
I have ever had the good fortune to en-
counter.
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Mrs. Boenker was born on April 27,
1949, in Hot Springs, Arkansas. On De-
cember 5, 1970, she married Al Boenker,
and they lived together and had a very
happy marriage for over a half century.

Sue Boenker personified the Amer-
ican Dream. In 1998, she started her
own Allstate Insurance Agency firm
and quickly became one of the largest
firms in the State of Texas. She contin-
ued to operate it successfully for many
years. Without a doubt, she was an in-
spirational role for many people and
many entrepreneurs, in particular, in
the north Texas area and beyond.

Mrs. Boenker was also an exemplary
member of her community and a leader
in the business world. She was a de-
voted woman of faith, who never hesi-
tated to pray for the health and well-
being of others. She was very selfless.
Those that knew her knew that she was
incredibly gracious and very generous
with her wealth, but also—and far
more importantly—her time.

Beyond that of a familial nature, she
was dedicated to human service. She
will forever be remembered in the
hearts and minds of those individuals
that she cared for and served.

Mr. Speaker, I requested that a U.S.
flag be flown over our Nation’s Capitol
to recognize the wonderful American
life that Sue Boenker led. She always
put God first. She put her country
first. She put her family first. She put
her friends first.

Mr. Speaker, I know that she has
been sorely missed. Al Boenker lost his
soulmate 2 years ago.

Al is a great salesman and is a self-
made guy. He has done incredibly well
and is very generous. The reason for
his success was Sue and the virtues
that they shared, which were honesty,
integrity, and loyalty.

Do you know what we are all striving
for in our lives?

It doesn’t matter if it is personal, po-
litical, professional, we are searching
and striving for authenticity and for
people to be genuine. That is one of the
reasons why so many people do succeed
in business, you have to have these vir-
tues in place. Al Boenker has those. He
touches the lives of the folks that he
encounters in such a tremendous and
magnificent way.

For me, he is not only a dear friend,
a mentor, and really an inspiration to
recognize and make sure you put fam-
ily first and to make sure you rep-
resent, as a Member of this august
Chamber, 767,000 people. You have to
serve them. That is what Al Boenker
did. That is why he was so successful.
Not only did he make great commer-
cials, but he gave great rates and
helped people a little bit more when
they needed home, auto, or life insur-
ance. He was there and people trusted
him.
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I just wanted to take this moment,
Mr. Speaker, to recognize the loss that
Al Boenker suffered when his wife, Sue,
left the surly bonds of this Earth.
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I think the greatest compliment any
one of us can pay to another person is
to look them in the eye and say, the
world is a better place because you are
in it.

The world was certainly a better
place when Sue Boenker was in it, and
the world is a better place because Al
is still with us.

Mr. Speaker, God bless the Boenker
family, and God bless Texas.

————
ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO EXIST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it is a
little over 1 month now, 1% months,
since October 7 and the horrific things
that happened to the good and peaceful
people of Israel.

Many, many deaths and unspeakable
demonic actions were taken by Hamas
against innocent Israeli citizens at-
tending a festival or other events in
their neighborhoods. I can’t begin to
speak about how ugly some of these
things are. The rape, the murder, and
the beheadings are beyond polite com-
pany. Maybe we need to be a little less
polite in talking about just what kind
of horrific activity Hamas has been up
to. Even the Gazan people are subject
to the terrorism of not being able to
make a move or make a change in that
area they are trying to live in.

Nonetheless, Israelis have bent over
backwards for decades in so-called
land-for-peace deals and so-called two-
state solutions. Yet when Israel gives
99 percent of what they asked for to
the Palestinian Authority, previously
to Arafat, and to Hamas, they aren’t
really there at the table to negotiate.
They are not there to acknowledge the
State of Israel as a Jewish state or its
right to exist. They want it eliminated.

When they talk about ‘from the
river to the sea,’” there is no room for
compromise with them for acknowl-
edging a Jewish state and a Jewish
people in the State of Israel.

So why are we pussyfooting around
saying, cease-fire, more land for peace,
more two-state solution?

They do not want the existence of
Israel.

That is the first question we should
ask any of them when we sit down:
Okay, do you want this solution?

Do you want that solution?

Do you agree that there should be the
existence of the State of Israel as a
Jewish state?

They will turn away from the table
because there is not a negotiation.
There is not an agreement. They do not
care to have peace. They care to wipe
Israel off the face of the map.

So what does that mean right now in
the short term?

Yes, it looks like a seventh day of
cease-fire, at least in the Gaza area,
but when you squeeze that balloon, Mr.
Speaker, then you get other problems
like the violence in Jerusalem, on the
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West Bank, and others that will pop
up. Whether it is Hamas here one day
or Hezbollah in another area up north,
we still know that Iran is sponsoring
this terrorism and that Qatar is happy
to help finance it.

It is time to get very real about this.
What Israel really needs to be able to
do is to root out the problems, the cor-
ruption, and the deep problems that
exist within Gaza. Many, many miles
of tunnels go sometimes 200 feet under-
ground, the shafts go up inside houses,
inside mosques, and inside hospitals
and they use the innocent citizens
there as shields. All those areas Hamas
happily hides behind so they can try to
make Israel look bad when they sur-
gically go in and try to remove these
evil terrorists.

There is a dramatic difference in the
two sides even though our universities
and the media are duping our young
people into waving their Palestinian
flags. There is a dramatic difference in
the two sides. One seeks peace, one
seeks existence, and the other seeks to
wipe Israel off the map. They don’t
want peace. They don’t want existence.

So I call upon the Biden administra-
tion to stand behind Israel in a real
way and in a meaningful way. The IDF
needs to be able to do what it needs to
get the job done in northern Gaza and
to finish the job of wiping out the ex-
istence of Hamas who will continue to
launch rockets and commit terrorism
against Israel and even its so-called
own people.

Allow Israel to finish the job instead
of us duplicitously saying, oh, we need
to have a cease-fire.

That is because there wouldn’t be a
fire to cease to begin with had not
Hamas started, really, with the first
moments of deeding the Gaza strip over
to that side years ago when the rockets
were launched even before the ink was
dry on the agreement.

That is what we need to have done.
The Biden administration needs to
show it is firmly behind Israel and
what needs to get done instead of these
half measures.

Israel has a right to exist. Israel
needs us as a firm ally. We need to get
off our backsides and get the aid to
them that they really need that we
passed in this House.

———
ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to highlight
the critical point that we, as Ameri-
cans, stand at with our domestic en-
ergy supply. We are living in a self-cre-
ated energy crisis because of bad en-
ergy policy. It is unacceptable that
many hardworking Americans are
struggling to make ends meet because
this administration refuses to utilize
the abundant resources that we, as a
Nation, are blessed with.
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Pennsylvania is key to restoring
American energy independence. Before
President Biden took office, America
was the largest energy producer in the
world. In just over 3 years, the Biden
administration has effectively waged
war on our domestic energy production
and kneecapped innovation in our oil
and gas industries. As a result, Amer-
ican consumers are seeing increased
demand and higher prices for conven-
tional fuels.

By utilizing the Commonwealth’s re-
sources, we can provide jobs and invest
directly into our communities that
have suffered at the hand of the Biden
administration’s antienergy policies.
Thankfully, my colleagues and I in the
House have passed several bills that
will put America back on top as the
global leader in energy production.

For example H.R. 1, the Lower En-
ergy Costs Act, will allow our energy
producers to remain market-responsive
by removing bureaucratic red tape and
streamline the production of our crit-
ical energy resources. We also updated
the flexible air permitting rule, a Fed-
eral air emissions permit, by ensuring
that operators can have changes made
to their production approved up front,
without having to wait for subsequent
reviews of the changes. This flexibility
allows owners and operators to act
quickly and without government regu-
lation slowing down the production of
critical energy resources.

In my fight to restore energy inde-
pendence, I was proud to cosponsor the
Natural Gas Tax Repeal Act which will
eliminate President Biden’s plan to in-
crease burdensome fees and taxes on
energy companies. This bill will pre-
vent further cost increases for con-
sumers, a burden that falls most heav-
ily on lower-income Americans.

House Republicans also led on a num-
ber of permitting reforms that were in-
cluded in the Fiscal Responsibility Act.
Most notably, we passed the first sig-
nificant reforms to the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act, NEPA, that re-
moved burdensome environmental con-
sideration requirements and reduced
redundancies within Federal agencies
to end the delays to critical energy in-
frastructure projects.

Mr. Speaker, another key aspect of
unleashing American domestic energy
is that we need to invest in renewable
energy to counteract high gas prices
and global volatility. No amount of
talk of electric vehicles or speaking in
platitudes about a green economy will
change the fact that everyday Ameri-
cans are paying an unnecessary price
at the pump. We cannot go electric
overnight. However, we can unleash
American energy production in the
short term and allow our producers to
fill both domestic and global demand.
The United States has an abundance of
clean-burning natural gas, especially
in Pennsylvania, which is the second
largest producer of natural gas in the
United States. Unleashing domestic
production of energy can only add cer-
tainty to the United States energy sup-
ply.
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It is my hope that with our continued
work here in the House, we can ulti-
mately return to our status as a lead-
ing producer of energy.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 and 38 minutes
a.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

Holy God, we approach Your eternal
light with humble hearts, in hope that
we will use the opportunities You give
us this day to reflect Your divine good-
ness. Shine forth in the work we do and
in the words we speak, the kindness,
gentleness, forbearance, and love You
offer to all people.

But who are we to be bearers of such
immeasurable grace? Who are we to be
so bold in our anointing as messengers
of Your mercy?

As if to answer us in our hesitation,
You set before us countless individual
men and women whose lives have prov-
en remarkably influential. Remind us
that You use the singular impact of
people, such as the controversial yet
competent Henry Kissinger and the
kind and compassionate Rosalynn Car-
ter, to demonstrate the difference one
person can make.

Even as we pay tribute this week to
their contributions on both the global
and domestic fronts, remind us once
again that You call each one of us to
live, likewise, into the time and place
to which You have called us.

May we have the courage to let the
light You shine through us to shine
forth to others. May we do nothing
that would attempt to defeat Your
most gracious purpose, but when our
days are done, may You be glorified.

We pray in the name of the one in
whom we live and move and have our
being.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

CONGRATULATING EMMA
ZACHERL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate
Emma Zacherl, a student at Clarion-
Limestone, for her award-winning art-
work.

Emma is a talented artist who con-
tinues to wow teachers and profes-
sionals alike. At the Laurel Festival in
Brookville this past summer, she
earned the best of show for her water-
color of Till Lindemann, a German
singer and songwriter.

During Clarion’s Autumn Leaf Fes-
tival this year, the teenager earned
third place in the professional cat-
egory. Zacherl competed in that divi-
sion because she was commissioned to
do illustrations in ‘““The Iron Furnaces
of the Cove!”” That is a book by her rel-
ative, Byron Smail.

Earlier this year in Clarion, during
Summerfest, Zacherl won in her age
group with her chalk drawing of Bat-
man. She has also received recognition
for her work of the Juniata furnace.

Mr. Speaker, Emma continues to pur-
sue her passion while also maintaining
straight A’s, being a member of her
local Girl Scout troop, playing on her
high school volleyball team, and being
a member of a band.

I congratulate Emma on her art
awards. I wish her the best of luck as
she continues to pursue her dreams.

—————

RECOGNIZING MILTON “RUSS”
BULLOCK

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I am glad to join the
residents back home in honoring the
service of Milton ‘“Russ” Bullock.

Milton Bullock, born in Princeville,
North Carolina, is widely known for his
tenor voice as a singer in the legendary
group The Platters, with Billboard hits
like ‘““(You’ve Got) The Magic Touch”
and ‘“‘Only You.”

While he has captivated many world-
wide, it is his impact in his hometown
that I wish to applaud.

After touring with The Platters, Mil-
ton Bullock returned to eastern North
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Carolina, where he ran for office and
has been a dedicated community lead-
er. As a commissioner on the
Princeville Town Council, he has
served as a role model for youth,
helped with disaster assistance, and
preserved the rich history of
Princeville, which is the first African-
American settlement in the Nation.

Milton Bullock has been on many
stages. However, we are glad he didn’t
forget home.

Milton, ‘“Only You.”

————

CONGRATULATING UBLY
BEARCATS FOOTBALL

(Mrs. MCCLAIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of the Ubly
High School varsity football team for
winning the Michigan Division 8 State
championship.

The Bearcats from Ubly High School
took home their first-ever State cham-
pionship in football, winning 21-6 and
capping off their undefeated season as
champions.

I congratulate Coach Sweeney and all
the young men on the varsity team for
their remarkable accomplishment.
They have made Michigan’s Ninth Dis-
trict proud, and I hope they cherish
this memory for the rest of their lives.

Again, I congratulate Ubly High
School.

Go Bearcats.

————————

RECOGNIZING JENNIFER
KUMIYAMA

(Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to ac-
knowledge Jennifer Kumiyama, a tal-
ented performer, advocate, and con-
stituent from Long Beach, California.

I am so proud that she was cast as
the voice of Dahlia in the new Disney
movie ‘“Wish.”

Jennifer was born with
arthrogryposis and uses a wheelchair.
She broke barriers when she became
the first person in a wheelchair to ac-
tually perform on a Disney stage.

In addition to her career as a per-
former, she does vital work every day
as the accessibility coordinator for the
city of Long Beach.

In ““Wish,” her character, Dahlia, is a
courageous leader who also uses a
wooden crutch to help her walk. This is
a huge deal for representation. People
with disabilities remain dramatically
underrepresented in the media. Despite
over 25 percent of American adults hav-
ing some type of disability, movie and
TV shows that feature people with dis-
abilities or hire folks with disabilities
are few and far between. I think we can
all agree that this representation, espe-
cially for young people, is so impor-
tant.

We couldn’t be more proud of Jen-
nifer for breaking barriers all across
her life and for this latest performance.
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REMEMBERING CASEY HATCHER

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, ear-
lier this month, we marked 5 years
since the 2018 Camp fire struck Para-
dise and surrounding areas of northern
California. It was the deadliest and
most destructive wildfire in California
history.

Recovery has not been easy and will
take continued coordination of all lev-
els of government and, importantly,
also the citizens. One of the most in-
strumental people in the recovery ef-
forts was Casey Hatcher, who sadly
passed away just days before the anni-
versary.

I especially want to recognize Casey,
who was the deputy chief administra-
tive officer for Butte County. We are
all grateful for her fantastic work. Ms.
Hatcher served in Butte County’s
emergency operations center during
many activations, including the 2017
Oroville Dam spillway crisis, the Wall
and Ponderosa fires, the 2017 La Porte
and Cherokee fires, the 2018 Camp fire,
the 2020 North Complex fire, and the
2021 Dixie fire. There is a theme here of
fire.

She served Butte County diligently
as the Camp fire recovery director,
working closely with the California Of-
fice of Emergency Services and FEMA.
Her dedication, perseverance, and lead-
ership have been paramount to the re-
covery of the entire region. We would
not have gotten this far without her or
in as timely a fashion.

As I remember the 5 years since the
Camp fire, I am also remembering
Casey Hatcher, her dedication, and her
caring and compassionate approach to
helping her neighbors. God bless her
and her family.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
ADOPTION MONTH

(Mr. NUNN of Iowa asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Madam Speaker,
this month is National Adoption
Month. As the proud dad of six and a
foster parent, adoption is personal to
me.

On April 5 of this year, my wife,
Kelly, and I were blessed to adopt our
two foster kids and our two youngest
daughters, Jayna and Aliya. These two
sweet sisters complete our family and
bring us so much joy together.

The journey of adopting opened my
eyes to the challenges families across
America face through the adoption
process. In honor of my daughters and
so many Iowa families in the same
boat, we are fighting to simplify the
adoption process right here in America
and make it easier for every child to
join their forever family.

That is why, in Congress, I have in-
troduced the Fight for Families Act to
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make adoption more affordable for low-
and middle-income families as well as
grandparents and seniors on fixed in-
comes.

Every child in America deserves a
loving home, and this forever oppor-
tunity I will fight for every day and
refuse to let a D.C. bureaucracy get in
the way of that. I look forward to join-
ing my friends on both sides of the
aisle to make this a reality.

———
HONORING KEVIN FUHR

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the commit-
ment of a devoted central Washington
public servant, Kevin Fuhr.

Formerly the chief of police for
Moses Lake, Chief Fuhr has concluded
an illustrious 32-year career in law en-
forcement and is now ready to move on
to the next chapter of his life.

While other regions of Washington
had trouble hiring new police officers,
Chief Fuhr’s leadership drew people to
his department in the pursuit of work-
ing with him. Chief Fuhr’s force also
spearheaded an exceptional outreach
program, and his leadership on my Cen-
tral Washington Fentanyl Task Force
has fostered a remarkable level of trust
within our communities.

When most folks retire, they look
forward to all the spare time they will
have. Not Chief Fuhr, as he has re-
cently been hired as the city manager
for Moses Lake, underscoring his un-
wavering dedication to central Wash-
ington.

I have known Kevin for a long time
and am proud to call him a dear friend.
His leadership, integrity, and commit-
ment to the prosperity of our region
have resulted in a wonderful career
with so much to show for it. It has been
a pleasure working with him, and I am
looking forward to that continuing in
his new role.

———
HONORING PACE ROBINSON

(Mr. BURCHETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURCHETT. Madam Speaker, I
appreciate you and the great work you
do.

I rise to honor my good friend, Pace
Robinson, who recently passed away at
the age of 656. My buddy Steven Rosen
called me the other day and gave me
the bad news. They had been playing
golf just the day before, and things
seemed to be going really well.

Pace grew up in Knoxville and was a
family man through and through. He
worked with his dad, Mitchell, at the
Modern Supply until Mitchell passed
away, and Pace became the company’s
president until he retired in 2017.

He met the love of his life, Karen, at
the 1982 World’s Fair, and they were
married for 38 great years. They had
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two sons together, Eli and Asher, and
he loved them dearly. He also had a
granddaughter, Poppy, and he loved
her with all his heart.

Pace was a respected leader in his
community. He helped lead the Knox-
ville Jewish Federation, The Knoxville
Jewish Alliance, the Webb School of
Knoxville, and many other groups over
the years.

He was also a great businessman. He
was respected by his employees. He
loved his regular poker game where, for
over 30 years, the stakes were still at a
quarter a chip.

I have known Pace for a long time,
Madam Speaker, and he and his family
supported me through my career, even
though they didn’t always agree with
me on every issue.

I send my condolences, especially to
his wonderful family: Karen, Eli,
Asher, Poppy, and all the friends and
family that knew and loved him.

I will never forget what a good friend
he was to me. I know next year when I
go to that first UT football game, and
I walk up to the tailgate and not see
him there, it will be a big void there.
He was quite a man.

————
ACHIEVING THE AMERICAN
DREAM
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, sadly, under Biden,
only 36 percent of voters said the
American Dream is achievable—that is,
if you work hard, you will get ahead,
especially with equality and not being
held back by forced equity sameness.
This is according to a recent Wall
Street Journal national opinion poll.

This gruesomely indicates it has been
reduced from 53 percent 10 years ago to
where it is now at 36 percent. Even
“CBS News” reports with the failing
Biden economy:

The typical American household
must spend an additional $11,443 annu-
ally just to maintain the same stand-
ard of living they enjoyed in January
of 2021.

That is before inflation even soared
to 40-year highs.

Republicans, led by Speaker MIKE
JOHNSON, will continue to fight and
push for legislation to reduce inflation
and create jobs.

We send our sympathy and apprecia-
tion for the life of Secretary of State
Henry Kissinger, who served with
President Richard Nixon. He is beloved
in South Carolina because he became a
naturalized citizen in our State at
Camp Croft in Spartanburg.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
who successfully protected America for
20 years as the global war on terrorism
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with Biden
open borders for terrorists. It is sadly
clear that there will be more 9/11s
across America imminent in our coun-
try.
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CONGRATULATING WISCONSIN
STATE CHAMPIONS

(Mr. TIFFANY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. TIFFANY. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to congratulate all the
young athletes from Wisconsin’s Sev-
enth District that took home a State
championship title this fall sports sea-
son.

These winners include: Nora
Gremban from Northland Pines High
School in Eagle River; Autumn
Michalski of Chequamegon High
School for girls’ cross country; the
Rhinelander Hodags girls’ swim and
dive team; the St. Croix Falls Saints
girls’ volleyball team; and the Edgar,
Florence, Stratford, and Rice Lake
football teams.

Congratulations to each and every
one of these State champions.

Madam Speaker, let us all wish them
the best of luck in their future seasons.

———

HONORING JIM HOESSLE

(Mr. MILLER of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise to recognize Vietnam war vet-
eran Jim Hoessle. Since 2016, Jim has
served on the board of the Medina
County Veterans Service Commission.

Jim has spent 10 years as a member
of the Honor Guard team for both VFW
Post 5137 and American Legion Post
202.

He also serves as a mentor in the Me-
dina County Valor Court where he as-
sists veterans who have run into dif-
ficulties with the law.

Jim even serves the youth in Medina
County where he works closely with
the juvenile detention center, selecting
opportunities for teens to provide com-
munity service.

For the last 8 years, Jim has spent
each summer at Buckeye Boys State,
mentoring high school juniors in local,
county, and State government.

Jim’s love and service to country has
never wavered. His life and work for
the people of my district, our district,
the State of Ohio, and our country
make a better America.

Madam Speaker, let us thank Jim
Hoessle for his service.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO OFFER
RESOLUTION RAISING A QUES-
TION OF THE PRIVILEGES OF
THE HOUSE

Mr. SANTOS. Madam Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 2(a)(1) of rule IX, I rise
to give notice of my intention to raise
a question of the privileges of the
House.

The form of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

In the matter of Representative
JAMAAL BOWMAN from New York;

Whereas, Representative JAMAAL
BOWMAN is a Member of the United
States House of Representatives;
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Whereas, on September 30, 2023, Rep-
resentative JAMAAL BOWMAN Kknow-
ingly and willingly gave a false fire
alarm in the Cannon House Office
Building;

Whereas, on October 26, 2023, Rep-
resentative JAMAAL BOWMAN pleaded
guilty to one count of falsely pulling
the alarm; and

Whereas, Representative JAMAAL
BOWMAN’s actions caused the closing of
the Cannon House Office Building and
resulted in the disruption of an official
proceeding in the Congress.

Now, therefore, be it resolved that
pursuant to Article I, Section 5, Clause
2 of the Constitution of the United
States, Representative JAMAAL BoOw-
MAN, be and he hereby is, expelled from
the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
LETLOW). Under rule IX, a resolution
offered from the floor by a Member
other than the majority leader or the
minority leader as a question of the
privileges of the House has immediate
precedence only at a time designated
by the Chair within 2 legislative days
after the resolution is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gen-
tleman from New York will appear in
the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Avery M.
Stringer, one of his secretaries.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE SHRI THANEDAR, MEM-
BER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. TIF-
FANY) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Honor-
able SHRI THANEDAR, Member of Con-
gress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, November 30, 2023.
Hon. MIKE JOHNSON,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I, the
Honorable Shri Thanedar, U.S. Representa-
tive for the 13th Congressional District of
Michigan, have been served with a third-
party subpoena to testify in litigation before
the 36th District Court for the State of
Michigan.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is inconsistent with
the rights and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
SHRI THANEDAR,
Member of Congress.
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NO FUNDS FOR IRANIAN
TERRORISM ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD for H.R. 5961.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 891 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5961.

The Chair appoints the gentlewoman
from Louisiana (Ms. LETLOW) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5961) to
freeze certain Iranian funds involved in
the 2023 hostage deal between the
United States and Iran, and for other
purposes, with Ms. LETLOW in the
chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the
bill is considered read the first time.
General debate shall be confined to the
bill and shall not exceed 1 hour equally
divided and controlled by the Chair and
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs or their re-
spective designees.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAUL) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. MEEKS), each will control 30
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. MCCAUL).

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Chair, we are
here today because the Biden adminis-
tration cut a dangerous, reckless hos-
tage deal that puts a price on every
American head all over the world. We
have a responsibility to the American
people to repair this damage.

First, let me say that I am relieved
that Americans held hostage by Iran
are safely at home. They have been
through a terrible ordeal and should
never have been imprisoned in the first
place.

As part of this deal, the administra-
tion dropped charges against five Ira-
nian criminals charged with endan-
gering our national security, including
by aiding Iran’s nuclear program.

At Iran’s request, the administration
waived sanctions on $6 billion of Ira-
nian funds, which have been frozen in
South Korea to allow that that money
be transferred and funneled to a bank
account in Doha, Qatar—an undis-
closed bank, Madam Chair.

Under this deal, Iran is getting ac-
cess to $1.2 billion per blue passport,
per American citizen. It is obvious that
this agreement incentivizes more hos-
tage taking.
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The administration is claiming this
money can only be used for humani-
tarian purchases like food and medi-
cine.

We all know that Iran has a long his-
tory of sanctioned evasion and money
laundering. It means that we cannot
truly know where the funds end up or
how they will be used.

If we had any doubt about Iran’s in-
tentions, look no further than DOJ’s
2019 indictment under the previous ad-
ministration against a Turkish bank.

This bank played a central role in fa-
cilitating billions of dollars’ worth of
fraudulent Iranian transactions.

These transactions were manipulated
to look like humanitarian expenses
when, in fact, no such purchases took
place.

This is nothing new, but let’s look at
Iran’s own words. Iran’s President
Raisi bragged to the world that Iran
would spend the $6 billion ‘‘wherever
we need it.”

What more evidence do we need,
Madam Chair, than that? This is not
going for humanitarian purposes. It is
going toward terrorism—wherever we
need it.

Money is fungible, as everybody
knows. Given Iran’s access to these
funds for any purpose frees up money
for its malign activities, including its
support to proxies like we saw on Octo-
ber 7 to Hamas.

Blocking money to Iran is the most
consequential thing we can do here in
this Congress to stop Iran’s financing
of terrorism to Hamas and other prox-
ies to help keep our troops safe who are
now under fire from Iran-backed mili-
tias.

After Hamas’ brutal October 7 mas-
sacre of over 1,200 innocent people in
Israel, the largest attack on Jewish
people since the Holocaust, Madam
Chair, and over 70 attacks on our forces
by Iran-backed proxies this fall, no one
can deny Iran’s role as the world’s
leading state sponsor of terror.

Put simply, the Middle East is on
fire, and Iran’s proxies are becoming
more aggressive every day with in-
creasing attacks, threatening to throw
the Middle East into complete desta-
bilization.

Now Iran’s destabilization influence
extends beyond the Middle East. They
continue to supply deadly drones to
Russia, supporting their unprovoked
war of aggression in Ukraine.
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Iran is going to keep throwing tens of
millions of dollars to Hamas and other
terror groups propping them up with
our adversaries, like China, Russia, and
North Korea, with weapons. We need to
take every measure possible to stop
Iran from giving its proxies another
dime.

Madam Chair, after the October 7 at-
tack by Hamas in which they took 240
hostages, it is absolutely undeniable
this hostage deal was a catastrophic
mistake.

Madam Chair, we met with some of
the families yesterday, and it was one
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of the most horrific experiences to hear
what their loved ones are going
through right now in Gaza. Americans
held hostage, who we have still not
been able to get out, they are in abso-
lute hell right now, in darkness.

The narrative was something before
October 7. Now, after October 7, they
are trying to hide from this deal be-
cause they know what they did was
wrong, and they know what they are
doing is funding terror in the Middle
East.

This body, this Congress needs to re-
pair that damage. That is why my bill,
the No Funds For Iranian Terrorism
Act, imposes new sanctions to perma-
nently prevent the transfer of $6 billion
in Iranian funds covered under the 2023
hostage deal; which, by the way,
Madam Chair, I haven’t seen this deal.
The administration says there is a
deal. They have not provided that deal
to me nor to my colleagues, to my
knowledge.

One thing is clear, this is a moment
of moral clarity. With such instability
in the region, the last thing we need to
do is to give Iran access to $6 billion to
be diverted to more Iranian-sponsored
terrorism. We must sanction anyone
who enables the transfer or processing
of transactions of these funds, period.

Put very simply and succinctly, I
can’t imagine how anybody can vote
against this bill. How can anybody sup-
port $6 billion going into Iran when we
know, both in classified space, which
we can’t talk about here, but in the de-
classified space, exactly who was be-
hind October 7.

Iran is the head of the snake, and the
snake had its tentacles all throughout
the Middle East: in Gaza with Hamas;
in Yemen with the Houthi rebels; and
in Iran and Syria with Iran-backed mi-
litias, who, by the way, Madam Chair,
are hitting our troops every day. They
are under fire by Iran. We are going to
give them $6 billion?

Now, the other side will say that is
Iran’s money. It is sanctioned money.
This administration chose to lift the
sanctions on the $6 billion.

My bill says, no, Mr. President. We,
in the Congress, say no to this policy.
We are going to put sanctions on the
money so Iran cannot get access to this
to fund more terrorism, more killing of
innocent Jewish people. I don’t have to
go into graphic detail of what happened
on October 7, but we all saw the Hamas
video and the gruesomeness of it.

I, Madam Chair, will not sit by idly
and allow this to happen while Ameri-
cans are under fire and the Jewish peo-
ple are being killed by these terrorists.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to support this, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me first start off by saying the
President of the United States did the
right thing. It is easy to say why we
should vote against this bill.

My good friend, the chairman, has
talked about October 7 over and over.
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Our committee has had several family
members come before our committee
where we have vowed to do everything
we can to get their family members
back home.

For me, it has been very personal.
Yesterday, we talked to a group of fam-
ily members. We told them we will not
stop until we get their family members
back home.

Negotiating to bring our hostages
home is hard because you have to do it
with bad people.

Guess what? Hamas committed the
heinous acts on October 7, but who are
we negotiating with to get the hos-
tages home? Hamas. It is not easy, but
we vowed in front of these witnesses.

I wonder what we would say to those
five individuals and families, who are
now safe at home, before they were re-
leased? Would we have promised them
and didn’t we promise them we would
do everything we could to get them
back home?

Yes, President Biden did the right
thing. He brought five Americans home
who were rotting in Iran’s notorious
Evan prison.

Every Member of Congress—I repeat,
every Member of this Congress who was
aware of these cases wanted our fellow
citizens to come home. Now, they are
saying they should not have come
home.

This was done, wanting them to come
home, with a bipartisan voice. Presi-
dent Biden thus succeeded in doing
what his predecessors could not. He got
them home.

Iran, of course, as is Hamas, is a mur-
derous and corrupt regime. They are
not pleasant, and this isn’t easy.
Thanks to this agreement, five Amer-
ican families are now whole again, and
Iran has lost the leverage of holding
these American hostages.

Now, H.R. 5961 would sanction parties
that carry out the financial terms of
the hostage agreement in question.
These include three European commer-
cial banks and the Central Bank of
Qatar, who, by the way, has been very
instrumental in working with us to get
hostages home that were taken on Oc-
tober 7, but let’s really talk about the
facts.

Yes, I have been in classified sessions
and nonclassified sessions and have
heard it, as all of us have. Let’s talk
about the facts.

Billions of Iran’s own profits from oil
sales were sitting in a restricted ac-
count in South Korea. It was done by
the prior administration. It was estab-
lished by the Trump administration for
Iran to make approved humanitarian
purchases. This wasn’t done by the
Biden administration. It was sitting in
South Korea, by the Trump adminis-
tration, for humanitarian purchases.

The United States had no control
over that account while it was sitting
there. The agreement moved that $6
billion from the restricted account in
South Korea, converted it to euros, and
relocated it into the restricted account
in Qatar, which now the United States
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has visibility over—not a single
penny—facts, not conjecture, facts.

I don’t think anyone can refute the
fact that not a single penny has moved
into Iran. Not one. Not a penny, much
less a dime. Not a penny has moved
into Iran.

Under the terms of the agreement,
Iran can use the money in Qatar to
make approved humanitarian pur-
chases to acquire medicine, medical
equipment, agricultural goods, and
food. Iran’s government physically will
never touch this money. The entirety
of the transaction occurs outside of
Iran, and Iran only receives the vetted
humanitarian goods.

By the way, that is consistent with
our values, and that is why we, in all of
this, are talking about humanitarian
concerns for people who are just vic-
timized by bad people.

Thus far, Iran has not made any re-
quests of the humanitarian fund, and
nothing has been gained by Iran. All of
the money remains in the account, an
account that the United States can
watch.

We have leverage over that account
due to our relationship with the cor-
respondent banks in Europe that would
help process any transactions. In other
words, we know we now have more con-
trol over this money than we did when
it was sitting in South Korea. In fact,
this account provides us with leverage,
not the other way around.

Furthermore, following the horrific
attacks in Israel on October 7, the
United States and Qatar froze the hu-
manitarian fund, so it is frozen now in
Qatar. No humanitarian purchases will
be approved any time soon. Again,
nothing has changed.

The money remains in the account
and we continue to have leverage.
Nothing has changed from when the
money was sitting in South Korea.

The only thing that has changed is
five American citizens are no longer
sitting in an Iranian prison. They are
back home with their families.

Madam Chair, if H.R. 5961 is passed
into law, that leverage will be gone. It
will disappear. We will also lose our
ability to conduct diplomacy with Iran
and others in the future. If we blow up
this agreement by passing this bill, we,
the United States, will be the ones
breaking yet another sensitive nego-
tiated agreement.

Our word and integrity will no longer
be good in negotiations, whether it is
with Iran or any other parties. The
United States must continue to ad-
dress—and here is where I think we
agree—no one is saying that the United
States needs to continue to address
Iran’s backing of groups like Hezbollah
and Hamas.

The Iranian-supported Hamas terror-
ists unleashed pure evil when they
broke a cease-fire in the attacks on Oc-
tober 7. The population of Gaza would
not be engulfed in war right now if it
were not for Hamas. But we must also
remain sober and serious about the
challenge of Iran’s nefarious nuclear
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program. None of the bad options we
possess to stop Iran’s nuclear ambi-
tions are better than the diplomatic
track, which has already proven suc-
cessful.

It was the United States who actu-
ally violated the JCPOA, not Iran.
Pulling out of this hostage agreement
will be the second time we violate an
agreement with Iran’s leaders. Passage
of this bill would mean potentially
slamming the door closed on future di-
plomacy, leaving us only with dan-
gerous and highly risky options of con-
fronting Iran’s nuclear program.

We all agree, Iran must not ever have
a nuclear weapon, but guess what,
since we pulled out of JCPOA, they are
closer to getting a nuclear weapon
than had we been in there.

Madam Chair, the prisoner swap con-
firms to the Iranian regime that the
United States is a reliable negotiating
partner, just as we see taking place
right now.

As we bring the hostages home from
Gaza, they have to deal with Hamas.
Both sides have to keep their word. We
have warned Israel, who is a strong,
diplomatic, honest country moving for-
ward, fighting for its existence but
have to deal with Hamas. They made
an agreement, and they are living by
that agreement. Hostages are coming
home, and we want that to continue for
each and every one of them. They are
not just simply being released, Israel is
giving something back in return.

In our case, Iran is actually not get-
ting anything because they are not get-
ting a dime to be utilized for their ne-
farious purposes.

Madam Chair, let me conclude with
this: The agreement has freed five
Americans—I repeat, five American
citizens—who were suffering in an Ira-
nian prison, who we all, in a bipartisan
way, said we would do anything to get
them home. We wanted them to be
home.

It shifted Iran’s own money from an
account in Korea that we did not con-
trol, to one where we play a role and
have control that we didn’t in South
Korea.
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Not a single penny has left the ac-
count. I don’t think anybody can refute
that. Not a single penny has left the
account. Not a single penny has en-
tered Iran. Not a single U.S. taxpayer
dollar has been involved.

This fund remains frozen indefinitely
by the United States in Qatar, which
has been working closely with us and
Israel.

There is no reason to jeopardize fu-
ture negotiations or further inflame an
already dangerous situation by passing
this bill. The fact of the matter is, I
don’t see why we would want to pass
this bill. We know that diplomacy is
the first thing we need to move forward
in bringing our people home.

Lastly, let me just say this because 1
want to be absolutely clear: I don’t
want Iran’s leaders to benefit from our
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actions in any shape, fashion, or form.
This hostage agreement that stands
today, they have not benefited from it
and will not benefit from it.

Unfortunately, this legislation will
shoot American global credibility in
the foot without even touching Iranian
regime leaders. We encourage this
House not to rush into passing this bill.
Let’s keep the door open for diplomacy.

This stands as an example with Iran
and others because we have adver-
saries, but you always have to deal
with those adversaries and negotiate
and talk to try to figure out how we
can live in a better place.

Let’s think ahead. Let’s not play
checkers. Let’s play chess. That is
what this is all about.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. SELF), a member of the Foreign
Affairs Committee.

Mr. SELF. Madam Chair, I rise today
in support of Chairman MCCAUL’s bill
to ensure no funding for Iranian ter-
rorism. While I am stunned by what I
heard from my colleague across the
aisle, I will try to bring clarity to this.

In August, President Biden surren-
dered access to $6 billion to Iran—make
no mistake about it—for five hostages.
Once again, he demonstrated weakness
to our adversaries. In doing so, he sig-
naled to Hamas that his administra-
tion is willing to reward hostage tak-
ing.

The policy of the United States for
years was no negotiations with terror-
ists or with hostage takers. We knew
at that time that precedent was power-
ful. Now, weak precedent is dangerous.

In October, Hamas official Ali
Baraka said of the $6 billion deal: ‘“The
U.S. conducts prisoner swaps. Only re-
cently, it did one with Iran. Why
wouldn’t it conduct a prisoner swap
with us?”’

Now, Hamas is holding the West hos-
tage, the entire West hostage, as they
fortify their defenses while Israeli hos-
tages are traded for Palestinian pris-
oners, including terrorists.

There is only one language that is
understood by our adversaries, and
that is strength.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to support this bill and send a message
that we will not fund the radical
jihadist agenda.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me just say that I keep hearing
this demonstrates weakness. The Biden
administration demonstrated strength
in being willing to stand with your en-
emies and negotiate.

I can recall, for me, even in our own
country, what I learned to live by.
Many folks were thinking that when
Dr. King was moving forward with non-
violence, he was demonstrating weak-
ness and that we should go back and
fight. He demonstrated strength.
Sometimes when dealing and negoti-
ating, that is where strength comes
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from, and if you just go out swinging,
you demonstrate weakness.

What Joe Biden has done was kept
his word, number one. He said that he
would bring, whenever he could, Amer-
ican hostages home. This body has said
to American families that we would do
everything and anything to bring their
families home. We should keep our
word.

President Biden Kkept his word to
those five American hostages, and the
United States House of Representatives
should keep its word and not challenge
the agreement that the President made
to return those five American hos-
tages.

Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. MIKE GARCIA), a member of
the Committee on Armed Services.

Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California.
Madam Chair, it should not take an act
of Congress to stop our President, the
President of the United States, from
sending $6 billion to Iran. Iran is the
world’s most prolific sponsor of ter-
rorism, but here we are, having to go
through this.

This administration has said that
this money is to be used for humani-
tarian purposes only. Madam Chair,
that is like giving money to a junkie
and expecting them to buy food with it.
You can tell them to buy food with it,
and they can promise you that they
will buy food with it. We all know he
ain’t buying food with it.

In this case, Iran will not use this
money for humanitarian assistance.
Even if they did, it would just free up
other cash so they could fund their
international terror organizations and
nuclear ambitions. Now that we have
control of these assets, let’s not let
this money be weaponized against us,
our allies, and especially Israel.

Madam Chair, I urge support of the
bill.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Again, I haven’t heard a reply. Not
one penny has gone to Iran. If T am
wrong, then someone tell me. Not one
cent. The money is frozen in Qatar. Not
one penny.

None of this could have been used by
Hamas, Iran, or anyone for October 7.
They didn’t have a dime.

The money was there already, put
there for humanitarian purposes by the
Trump administration. It was in South
Korea, but we didn’t have any control
over it.

I didn’t hear anybody talk about that
when the Trump administration was
there, that he should not have sent the
money to South Korea. This should not
be something that we are playing poli-
tics on.

The money shifted from South Korea
and was changed into euros and sent to
Qatar, where we have now more visi-
bility than ever. Not a dime is going to
Iran. We have five American hostages
home, and then we are going to ques-
tion the deal.
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Madam Chair, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LAMALFA).

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Chair, this is
a preemptive effort. Why fight so hard?
If a single penny has not been cut loose
yet, good. That means we are taking
action here that is going to prevent
that. Had the Biden administration not
cut loose the $6 billion in frozen assets
to begin with, we wouldn’t have to do
this.

Why do we have a nonsensical effort
to allow Iran to have the option? That
is why we need to head this off at the
pass with H.R. 5961, the No Funds for
Iranian Terrorism Act.

We saw a sophisticated attack
launched in Gaza by Hamas, and we are
continuing this process to allow Iran to
be the biggest state sponsor of terror in
the world. We need to head it off at the
pass, as I said.

It is ridiculous that we have to fight
so hard to have this preemptive effort.
I just don’t understand it. I don’t un-
derstand a lot of things coming out of
the Middle East with the pro-Pales-
tinian efforts all over this country and
all over the world when Israel is simply
a country that seeks peace.

Yes, we got five wrongfully detained
American hostages in exchange for
these frozen assets, but the President
must impose sanctions on the foreign
financial institutions involved in proc-
essing the transfer of these funds. Head
it off at the pass. Don’t allow it to hap-
pen. Why would we be in the business
of helping Iran to destroy Israel?

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Chair, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Madam Chair, I yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. KiM), the chair of the Com-

mittee on Foreign Affairs’ Sub-
committee on Indo-Pacific.
Mrs. KIM of California. Madam

Chair, I thank Chairman MCCAUL for
yielding.

Madam Chair, I rise in strong support
of H.R. 5961, the No Funds for Iranian
Terrorism Act, to keep Iran from ac-
cessing the $6 billion in assets that
were unfrozen in September.

This bill imposes sanctions on inter-
national financial institutions that
process, participate in, or facilitate
transactions using or involving the $6
billion in unfrozen Iranian assets that
were transferred from South Korea to
Qatar in exchange for five hostages
kept in Iran in September.

While I am glad the hostages came
back to their homes, we cannot
incentivize more hostage taking by the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

The administration claims that this
funding could be used only for humani-
tarian purposes, but Iranian President
Raisi has countered that the Islamic
Republic of Iran can use the assets
“wherever we need it.” Those are his
words.

Allowing Iran to access these funds
would be foolish. Hamas’ October 7 at-
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tack on Israel showed the world how
much destruction Iran is capable of
through its illicit finance of terrorist
organizations.

We also now see Iran’s proxy militia
and terrorist organizations carrying
out attacks on U.S. troops and mili-
tary assets in Syria and Iraq.

Congress must take strong action to
bolster our sanctions policy and stop
Iran from accessing assets that it can
use to carry out its terrorist agenda
across the Middle East.

Madam Chair, I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. MEEKS. Madam Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me say this: The United States
has values. What is taking place and
what took place in Israel and is taking
place in Gaza right now is why we are
fighting so hard to make sure that we
have a supplemental that includes hu-
manitarian aid.

We know that there are people in
Gaza, Palestinians, who are not part of
Hamas. Everyone wants to make sure,
as we are doing in this pause, that hu-
manitarian aid is getting to them. It
shows the best of who we are as Ameri-
cans.

It is also so in Iran. Every Iranian is
not part of the regime. In fact, the re-
gime is cruel and does not provide hu-
manitarian aid to many of its citizens.

We don’t want to be like the regime.
We want to show our humanity. Yes,
when human beings are suffering, we
want to make sure that we get in hu-
manitarian aid so that we can take
care of them. That is what is hap-
pening right now. That is why we are
having the pause in the Middle East, in
Gaza.

Doing the hostage exchange, bringing
people home, is what we should be
doing. What we are also doing is bring-
ing in humanitarian aid to those indi-
viduals who Hamas would never aid.

So people around the world will re-
spect and know who we are, we should
never give up on our values. The money
that we are talking about is not going
to be used or getting into the hands of
the Iranian regime. We are talking
about trying to show that we have care
and humanity for those who are the
victims of the regime.
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Humanitarian aid. That is who we
should be. We should be proud of the
fact that we want to try to take care of
those who are a part, unfortunately, of
dictators and authoritarian regimes
who will not take care of their people.
That is not who we are.

If, in the future, through the con-
straints that we have and the approval
that needs to take place we can help
somebody that has been victimized, I
think that is the right thing to do.

To say that we don’t care is the
wrong thing to do. I just wonder if we
would invite those five families of
those who have now returned home,
what would we say to them?

We wish your folks would have
stayed in the prison because the Presi-
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dent should not have made this deal be-
cause of humanitarian aid?

What would we say to them?

What can we say to them now? They
are listening to us.

We should renege on the deal and let
their loved ones stay in prison?

Thank God President Biden under-
stands being a humanitarian, bringing
our folks home, and at the same time
having a hard line against Iran and
Hamas and its affiliates.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Chairman I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CARTER).

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I know it is hard to believe, and
I know that my friends across the
other side of the aisle find it hard to
believe, but the Iranian regime is not
our friend. They are no friend to the
U.S., nor to our allies.

It is not that we don’t care. Yes, we
do care. The Iranian regime is one of
the world’s leaders in state sponsored
terrorism, and they cannot be ap-
peased. We know that. That is why it
was alarming when President Biden
freed up $6 billion in previously frozen
funds for Iran in September. I am glad
that this was later refrozen due to the
pushback from my colleagues and I—
who don’t trust Iran any further than
we can pick them up and throw them—
to use that money responsibly.

The expectation of receiving the
funds no doubt contributed to the up-
tick in terror we have seen in the Mid-
dle East. I think everyone would agree
with that.

According to our intelligence com-
munity, Iran provides $1 million a year
to foreign terrorist organizations, in-
cluding Hamas and Hezbollah.

On October 7, Iranian-backed Hamas
terrorists brutally attacked Israel,
killing 1,400 people and taking over 200
hostages. This legislation, the No
Funds for Iranian Terrorism Act,
places immediate and mandatory sanc-
tions on foreign financial institutions
that facilitate the transfer of the re-
stricted Iranian funds covered under
President Biden’s deal.

It is imperative that the $6 billion re-
mains permanently off-limits to the
Iranian regime.

So long as President Biden and his
administration continue to weaken our
country on the world stage, House Re-
publicans stand ready to respond with
strength.

Mr. Chair, I look forward to voting
for this legislation, and I urge my col-
leagues to pass this vital legislation.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, one question that I think
remains unanswered to my colleagues
on the other side: Are you willing to go
and tell the family members of those
five hostages that are now home that
they should still be in that prison?

Are you willing to tell them that we
should not have worked out a deal with
the $6 billion frozen for humanitarian
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concern and that we should renege on
the deal and they should go back to
prison?

The one thing that is missing is that
we got these hostages home, and that
can’t be held over our heads by Iran
anymore.

I don’t hear an answer to that.

What do you say to those families?

We have talked to families who have
loved ones that are hostages. What do
you say to them? You should still be
there? We should not have made the
deal?

Is that what you are saying? I think
that what I am hearing is that this
deal should not have been made and
those American hostages should still
be sitting in that Iranian prison?

I ask my colleagues on the other
side: What do you say to those five
families?

Do we renege on the deal?

Do you tell them they should not be
home, so we should not have made the
deal?

We have hostages before us all the
time. What do you say to them?

I know what I am going to say to
them. I am glad their family members
are home and I am glad Joe Biden
made the deal to get them home. He is
not threatening and not using any U.S.
dollars. There is no threat from Iran in
regard to that $6 billion to be utilized
for any aggression on their part.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Chairman, I am
ready to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, let me
just say this. First, the debate on the
House floor today is a rare moment
where the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee is debating legislation under a
rule, rather than under suspension.

For those who don’t know what that
means, it signifies that this bill is not
bipartisan. That is in contrast to the
great majority of legislation that
comes out of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

This is the first primary Foreign Af-
fairs bill this year that we are debating
under a rule this Congress. In the pre-
vious two Congresses, under the Demo-
cratic leadership, we debated a total of
one bill under a rule.

One thing I will say, as I have talked
throughout this debate, one thing that
is a fact is that Mr. McCAUL is my
friend. We always try to reach an
agreement on all bills. There is no
question about that. I am not ques-
tioning that at all. We are frequently,
as we did yesterday, very successful.

We had a completely bipartisan
markup, including on a potentially
game-changing bill that would codify
an outbound investment regime to pro-
tect our economy and our national se-
curity. I would say that that is the way
I do believe this committee is ran, and
we work very closely together.

On this bill is one of those times
where I do fundamentally disagree with
the arguments put forward by the ma-
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jority. I submitted an amendment that
would have added a national security
waiver to the legislation. Such a waiv-
er is a very restrictive standard. The
President can only waive the sanctions
if it was vital to the national security
of the United States. He could not
waive the sanctions for trivial reasons,
nor even for an important economic
reason. He could only waive the sanc-
tions to protect our national security.
Of course, that amendment was not
made in order.

Every major sanctions bill over the
last 20 years has had basic exemptions
and waivers, like the amendment I of-
fered to this bill. This history includes
numerous Republican sanctions, bills
targeting Iran. By moving a bill today
without those very basic guardrails, we
are undermining bipartisan practices
that have been held for decades. We are
also forfeiting leverage to promote
American interests and undercutting
our credibility around the world.

As such, I oppose this legislation. It
is the wrong time for this legislation.
It is improper. It will hurt down the
road. We need to look and have a vision
for down the road because, for me,
what we do is not just about today. It
is about—I have three granddaughters,
and I say this everywhere—it is about
5, 2, and 6 months, so it is about what
takes place and what opportunities
might be available 60 years from now.

As we look back at prior history,
things that were done by prior Con-
gresses had an effect 50 and 60 years
later. People that are our allies now, 60
years ago were our enemy. Time
changes things. People who were our
enemies 60 years ago are now our al-
lies.

Let’s think forward. Let’s vote this
bill down—at least we should have the
waivers in there. I must oppose this
legislation, and I encourage all of my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, let me say to my dear
friend from New York, I have great ad-
miration and respect for him. He is
right, we do work things out. Of all the
committees, we are the most bipar-
tisan committee, and it is important
that we speak with one voice as a Na-
tion to the world.

However, as we also have agreed,
there are times we just can’t get to an
agreement. This is one of those times.
I just can’t in good faith support the
administration’s position on this.

The gentleman asked a couple ques-
tions about why didn’t this pass on sus-
pension, and that is always our goal.
The fact is that five Members on his
side of the aisle voted in support of this
bill. I think what we are going to find
on the vote on this floor today is you
are going to have more than five Mem-
bers vote for this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I admire him and his
support for the President. I would prob-
ably do the same in his case, but I have
to, with all due respect, disagree.
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What would I say to the five Amer-
ican families?

I would say: Thank God your loved
ones are home. I would say: We are
with you. I don’t think this is just
about the five American hostages.
There is something else going on that
just doesn’t make sense.

Mr. Chairman, you have five inno-
cent Americans exchanged for five in-
dicted Iranians on charges related to
national security. That alone is a bad
deal. We talk about negotiations—that
is not a good negotiation.

Mr. Chairman, if you throw $6 billion
on top of this—what is that all about?

I have to ask the question: Why was
this money that was frozen in a South
Korean bank transferred to an undis-
closed Doha bank account to then be
made available for humanitarian pur-
poses to Iran?

What they will say is: Well, it is still
frozen.

Why was the money transferred to an
undisclosed Doha bank account? If it
was for humanitarian purposes, why
couldn’t the South Korean bank trans-
fer it?

I will tell you why it was transferred
to the Doha bank account—and we
don’t even know the name of the bank,
Mr. Chairman. It was transferred at
the request of the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

Why did they want that?

They know that they can get access
to the Doha bank account. They know
that in Qatar they are going to be more
friendly to them than the South Kore-
ans. This didn’t happen by accident, it
happened by design. That is precisely
why the money was money laundered
to this other bank account to funnel
into Iran.

For what purpose, humanitarian?
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I get that. I don’t doubt my good
friend from New York’s heart and sin-
cerity. He believes this. Nevertheless,
facts are stubborn things.

Under the previous administration, a
bank was prosecuted for the same
scheme that this administration is per-
petuating. A Turkish bank—this is
from the Department of Justice Public
Affairs Office—was facilitating trans-
actions to appear to be purchases of
food and medicine by Iranian cus-
tomers in order to appear to fall within
the so-called humanitarian exception.

Mr. Chair, don’t take my word for
this. Take the President of Iran’s word
for this: I will do whatever I want with
the money.

Let’s be clear-eyed and sober about
this. Let’s not be naive about putting
$6 billion into Iran at this critical
time, Mr. Chairman, after October 7,
the bloodiest day of killing Jews since
the Holocaust. This is why their nar-
rative is changing.

Now, it is like: But the President of
Iran hasn’t asked for the money yet.
And by the way, it is frozen.

Then why did you transfer it to the
Doha Bank account?
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Mr. Chairman, I will tell you why. It
is because Iran requested it. The idea
that Iran is not going to ask for this
money, I have to say, with all due re-
spect, is incredulous. Of course, they
want this money.

The question is: Why hasn’t it been
transferred already?

Do you know what, Mr. Chairman?
The answer is October 7. That is why it
hasn’t been transferred. They got
caught with their pants down. Now,
they realize: Oh, my God, we can’t
transfer this money. Think of the op-
tics here. This is going to look really
bad.

There is another thing that is very
nefarious going on here. There is some
deal going on, Mr. Chairman, that we
don’t know about, and we have every
right of oversight. They won’t call
things treaties because the Senate
won’t confirm them. They call them
deals.

What is going on? It is not just about
the hostages, and thank God they are
home. Let me tell the families: God
bless them.

Nevertheless, there is something else
going on here. There is an undercur-
rent of another deal going on, and it is
the JCPOA, the Iran nuclear agree-
ment. That is why the money was
transferred. In my judgment, it is to
facilitate another deal with Iran.

The irony of all ironies, Mr. Chair-
man, is the Special Envoy for Iran is
now under investigation by the FBI for
violations of his security clearance.
The very man negotiating the JCPOA,
the Iran deal, is under investigation by
the FBI for violating his national secu-
rity clearance.

You can’t make this up, Mr. Chair-
man. You really can’t make this up.

He talked about the Presidential
waiver. We said that the whole point of
this bill is to ensure they cannot use
the $6 billion unless they do two
things: one, cease their support for
international terrorism, and, two, stop
their nuclear weapons and weapons of
mass destruction programs.

This bill doesn’t undercut our lever-
age; it turns this money into leverage
to stop their most dangerous activities.

I think this is a bad deal. I think that
the underlying intent is something
more secretive.

Mr. Chairman, I have to ask the
question: Has any Member of Congress
seen this deal that we are talking
about? Has the gentleman from New
York seen this hostage deal with Iran?

I haven’t seen it. I haven’t seen it,
classified or not. Where is the deal?
Why won’t the administration present
the deal to the Congress pursuant to
our oversight responsibilities?

That is transparency. That is why we
introduced the bill because Congress
has every right on behalf of the Amer-
ican people, before the $6 billion was
transferred into Iran, to see what the
deal is.

We met with these hostage families
yesterday, and it is brutal. I was in the
kibbutz at the Gaza border in southern
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Israel, Kfar Azza. They went into the
daycare center and killed the children
I saw there. They decapitated them,
and they killed everybody I met in the
kibbutz.

I can’t look at these families of the
victims or the families of the hostages
in good faith. I cannot look them in
the eye and say: Do you know what? I
support your efforts to get your loved
ones home. But guess what? I also sup-
port this deal that the President has
decided to do to put $6 billion into the
Islamic Republic of Iran, the largest
state sponsor of terror and the very
country responsible for the Hamas at-
tacks Kkilling more Jews than I have
seen in my lifetime.

My father was a bombardier on a B-
17 in World War II. He bombed the
Nazis. He saw the Holocaust in his life-
time. I never thought I would see any-
thing like that in my lifetime, but
guess what, Mr. Chairman? This is the
largest killing since the Holocaust.

I can’t look those families in the eye,
Mr. Chairman, and tell them that I am
going to support this deal to add addi-
tional money for terrorism, especially
$6 billion.

This is not about the five Americans.
We released five Iranians guilty of espi-
onage, in my judgment. This is about
the undercurrent of a deal that we
don’t know about. They are secretive
about it, and they need to come for-
ward to the American people through
the Congress and let us know what that
deal was.

Nevertheless, I, for one, will not sit
here in this Chamber and allow this to
happen. That is why if they won’t do it,
then we will. Congress will stop this
money from going into Iran not just
for politics and not even for the Amer-
ican people but for the victims of ter-
rorism around the world, especially the
people of Israel.

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes,” and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. VALADAO).
All time for general debate has expired.

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the 5-
minute rule.

In lieu of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by
the Committee on Foreign Affairs,
printed in the bill, an amendment in
the nature of a substitute consisting of
the text of Rules Committee Print 118-
14, modified by the amendment printed
in part B of House Report 118-280, shall
be considered as adopted. The bill, as
amended, shall be considered as an
original bill for purpose of further
amendment under the 5-minute rule
and shall be considered as read.

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows:

H.R. 5961

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“No Funds for

Iranian Terrorism Act”’.
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) On October 7, 2023, Iran-backed Hamas
terrorists launched a massive, unprovoked war
on Israel by air, land, and sea, in which they
engaged in the brutal murder of over 1,300 peo-
ple and kidnapped 130 people who are now
being held hostage.

(2) Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and
Hezbollah have all been designated by the
United States as Foreign Terrorist Organiza-
tions pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189).

(3) According to an unclassified United States
government assessment, ‘“‘Iran has historically
provided up to $100 million annually in com-
bined support to Palestinian terrorist groups, in-
cluding Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J),
and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Pal-
estine-General Command.”’.

(4) As National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
stated on October 10, 2023, ‘““‘Iran is complicit in
this attack in a broad sense because they have
provided the lion’s share of the funding for the
military wing of Hamas, they have provided
training, they have provided capabilities, they
have provided support, and they have provided
engagement and contact with Hamas over years
and years.”’.

(5) President Biden reached an agreement
with the Iranian regime to bring home Siamak
Namazi, Morad Tahbaz, Emad Shargi, and two
additional American hostages all of whom were
wrongfully detained in Iran.

SEC. 3. IMPOSITION OF SANCTIONS WITH RE-
SPECT TO COVERED IRANIAN AS-
SETS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On and after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the President shall im-
pose the sanction described in subsection (c)
with respect to each foreign financial institution
that the President determines engages in an ac-
tivity described in subsection (b).

(b) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—A foreign finan-
cial institution engages in an activity described
in this subsection if the institution processes,
participates in, or facilitates a transaction using
or involving covered Iranian funds.

(c) BLOCKING OF PROPERTY.—The sanction
described in this subsection is the exercise of all
of the powers granted to the President under the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.) to the extent necessary to
block and prohibit all transactions in property
and interests in property of a foreign financial
institution described in subsection (a) if such
property and interests in property are in the
United States, come within the United States, or
are or come within the possession or control of
a United States person.

(d) PENALTIES.—The penalties provided for in
subsections (b) and (c) of section 206 of the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1705) shall apply to a person that vio-
lates, attempts to violate, conspires to violate, or
causes a violation of this section or any regula-
tions promulgated to carry out this section to
the same extent that such penalties apply to a
person that commits an unlawful act described
in section 206(a) of that Act.

(e) TERMINATION OF SANCTIONS.—The Presi-
dent shall not be required to impose sanctions
under this section with respect to a foreign fi-
nancial institution or international financial in-
stitution described in subsection (a) if the Presi-
dent certifies in writing to the appropriate con-
gressional committees that the Government of
Iran—

(1) no longer repeatedly provides support for
international terrorism as determined by the
Secretary of State pursuant to—

(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A) of the Export Control
Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4318(c)(1)(A));

(B) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371);

(C) section 40 of the Arms Export Control Act
(22 U.S.C. 2780); or

(D) any other provision of law; and
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(2) has ceased the pursuit, acquisition, and
development of, and verifiably dismantled its,
nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons and
ballistic missiles and ballistic missile launch
technology.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term “‘appropriate congressional
committees” means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the
Committee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations and
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate.

(2) COVERED IRANIAN FUNDS.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered Iranian funds’ means any funds trans-
ferred from accounts in the Republic of Korea to
Qatar pursuant to or under the authority or
guaranty of a waiver, license, assurance letter,
or other guidance issued pursuant to or in fur-
therance of the waiver determination made pur-
suant to sections 1244(i) (22 U.S.C. 8803(i)) and
1247(f) of the Iran Freedom and Counter-Pro-
liferation Act of 2012 (22 U.S.C. 8806(f)) and sec-
tion 1245(d)(5) of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 (22 U.S.C.
8513a(d)(5)) that is the subject of the document
entitled ‘“‘Waiver of Sanctions with Respect to
the Transfer of Funds from the Republic of
Korea to Qatar’” and was transmitted to Con-
gress in September 2023.

(3) FOREIGN FINANCIAL INSTITUTION.—The
term  “‘foreign financial institution’ has the
meaning given such term under section 561.308
of title 31, Code of Federal Regulations.

(f) EXCEPTION RELATING TO IMPORTATION OF
GOODS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The authorities and require-
ments to impose sanctions authorized under this
Act shall not include the authority or require-
ment to impose sanctions on the importation of
goods.

(2) GOOD DEFINED.—In this subsection, the
term ‘“‘good’’ means any article, natural or man-
made substance, material, supply, or manufac-
tured product, including inspection and test
equipment, and excluding technical data.

The Acting CHAIR. No further
amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed
in part C of House Report 118-280. Each
such further amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the
report, by a Member designated in the
report, shall be considered read, shall
be debatable for the time specified in
the report, equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent, shall not be subject to amend-
ment, and shall not be subject to a de-
mand for division of the question. All
points of order against such further
amendments are waived.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.
FITZPATRICK

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 1 printed in
part C of Report 118-280.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 1, after line 15, insert the following:

(3) Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and
associated terrorist organizations backed by
Iran routinely and unabashedly use civilians
as ‘‘human shields’ to shield their weapons
and terrorist militants from legitimate mili-
tary engagement, a contravention of inter-
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national humanitarian law and a heinous
violation of the rights and dignity of civilian
noncombatants.

(4) Only the cessation of Hamas’ oper-
ations, the unconditional surrender of
Hamas, and the immediate dismantlement of
Hamas and all other Iran-backed terrorist
organizations that participated in the mas-
sacre of Israelis on and since October 7, 2023,
will ensure that innocent Israeli and Pales-
tinian civilian lives are saved.

Page 1, line 16, strike “(3)”
“(5)”.

Page 2, line 5, strike ‘‘(4)”” and insert ‘“(6)”".

Page 2, line 13, strike ¢(5)” and insert
RN

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK)
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in favor of
my amendment to H.R. 5961, the No
Funds for Iranian Terrorism Act.

Mr. Chair, this Congress has a re-
sponsibility to unequivocally denounce
the cruelty and inhumanity per-
petrated by the terrorist organizations
funded by Iran, especially Hamas.

As we work to prohibit further funds
from being used by the ruthless Iranian
regime to prop up terrorists and sub-
sidize terror attacks, we must also en-
sure that we swiftly and clearly con-
demn the criminal acts already carried
out by Iran’s agents of terror.

The deliberate use of innocent civil-
ians as humanitarian infrastructure by
Hamas and other Iran-backed terrorist
groups to shield themselves, their
weapons, and their operations is en-
tirely unconscionable.

Their unabashed and irredeemable
disregard for human life is equally out-
rageous. Hamas and other terrorist or-
ganizations are placing innocent, non-
combatant women, children, elderly,
and other vulnerable individuals in
harm’s way. This must stop.

This is a blatant contravention of
international humanitarian law.

Beyond all of that, Mr. Chair, it is a
fundamental violation of human dig-
nity.

My amendment ensures that the
United States emphatically condemns
these actions of Iran-backed terrorist
organizations. It further demands the
immediate and unconditional sur-
render of Hamas and other terrorist or-
ganizations so that innocent civilian
lives may be saved in both Israel and
Palestine.

This has not and should not be a par-
tisan issue. This Congress and this gov-
ernment must continue to be united in
our condemnation of terror and terror-
ists.

Anything less is a betrayal of our ob-
ligation as a global leader for human
rights, human dignity, and human free-
dom.

Mr. Chairman, I urge the adoption of
my amendment, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

and insert
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The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FITZPATRICK).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will
be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MRS.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 2 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Chair, I have an amendment at the
desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Redesignate section 4 as section 5.

Insert after section 3 the following:

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the ter-
rorist-funding, human rights-violating Ira-
nian regime should receive no additional
funds but that basic humanitarian assistance
for the people of Iran is important.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentlewoman
from Florida (Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK) and a Member opposed each will
control 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. Mr.
Chair, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
my amendment.

I am offering my amendment to H.R.
5961 to reaffirm what I hope should be
a bipartisan principle: Our problem lies
with the Iranian regime, not the Ira-
nian people.

Innocent Iranians have suffered at
the hands of cruel authoritarian lead-
ers who have zero regard for human
rights. The Ayatollah and his regime
have racked up a laundry list of gross
abuses.

Iranian security forces and prison
personnel torture and sexually assault
detainees. The country sees staggering
levels of repression, without any room
for peaceful dissent. Iranian authori-
ties disable the internet during pro-
tests to mask their human rights viola-
tions. Women and girls are treated as
second-class citizens and without any
form of basic dignity.

We must cut off any source of fund-
ing for the terrorist-supporting, human
rights-violating Iranian regime, but
not at the expense of basic humani-
tarian assistance. The Iranian people
are suffering enough. Any attempt to
restrain the flow of aid would exacer-
bate this pain.

Let me also emphasize that there are
robust safeguards on the funds cur-
rently in Qatar.
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First, the Biden administration has
made it abundantly clear that the
funds are going nowhere anytime soon.
There are guardrails to ensure that
food and medicine and similar goods
alone can be purchased. No other trans-
actions will be approved. Iran does not
have access to this money currently,
nor will they in the future. They can
only contract with third-party sup-
pliers to receive the goods. Those sup-
pliers will work with financial institu-
tions to process the payments.

In other words, it is humanitarian
aid or nothing at all.

My amendment emphasizes that we
should support humanitarian aid for
the Iranian people. All of us can take
issue with Iran’s tyrannical leaders,
but we cannot penalize Iranian citizens
who have been forced to endure a harsh
and repressive regime.

A threat to the Iranian people is a
threat to all of us. As Americans, we
must uphold our responsibility as
world leaders and stand with the Ira-
nian people.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment and remember
that the duality of our great leadership
is in our strength and our compassion
and not in further exacerbating any
pain or oppression but in ensuring that
we stand as world leaders and support
humanitarian aid while continuing to
fight the authoritarian regime.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

O 1330

Mrs. CHERFILUS-McCORMICK. I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York, Ranking Member MEEKS.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I strongly
support this amendment.

The United States must stand for hu-
manitarian aid and must stand for
helping the people of Iran, even while
we condemn the Iranian governing re-
gime. The regime’s medieval views on
women’s rights and religious freedom
and their depraved agenda of financing
terrorists around the region are sepa-
rate from the people of Iran.

This amendment simply separates
the government from the people, and I
encourage all of my colleagues to vote
for this very good and humanitarian
amendment.

Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCcCORMICK. Mr.
Chair, I close by encouraging all of my
colleagues to vote in support of this
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs.
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. GOTTHEIMER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 3 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Chair, I have
an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:
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Page 1, line 10, strike ‘130 people’ and in-
sert ‘‘at least 230 people’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) and
a Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Chair, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chair, I rise today in support of
my amendment to correct the number
of hostages that Hamas terrorists took
when they attacked Israel on October
7. It was the deadliest day for the Jew-
ish people since the Holocaust.

That day, Hamas terrorists brutally
murdered, raped, burned alive, and de-
capitated more than a thousand inno-
cent babies, children, women, men, and
elderly, including dozens of Americans.

Let me be very clear: More than 230
people were abducted and taken hos-
tage by Hamas, a terrorist organiza-
tion, including nearly a dozen Ameri-
cans. Again, Americans were Kkilled.
Americans remain hostage.

There are some people who equivo-
cate about Hamas, a foreign terrorist
organization. There should be no
equivocation. They are designated by
the United States of America as a for-
eign terrorist organization. They are
terrorists, and anybody who spent time
looking at images of the barbaric, hei-
nous, and unthinkable acts that took
place on October 7, like I have, knows
what Hamas is capable of. We will
never unsee it. I know the ranking
member was there, as well, and has
seen it.

We cannot forget that Hamas is an
evil terrorist organization. Their char-
ter advocates jihad against the Jewish
people and the destruction of the Jew-
ish state.

In the region, militarily, beyond
their support for Hamas, Iran is back-
ing proxies that have attacked Amer-
ican troops in Iraq and Syria. We have
seen an uptick in skirmishes between
Hezbollah and Israel near the Lebanese
border.

President Biden has been phenomenal
with his resolve and unwavering sup-
port for our key ally Israel, which is
critical to America’s national security
and the fight against terror and is the
democracy in the region.

The President has taken action in
Syria in response to attacks by Ira-
nian-backed proxies on American per-
sonnel, regular attacks. We have seen
them in Syria. We have seen it in Iraq.
We have seen it from the Houthis.

The President understands that you
have to actually hold terrorists who
commit atrocities against our country
accountable, or they will strike again
and be stronger. Hamas terrorists,
their leadership, have even made it
clear that they will not back down and
are committed to ‘‘a second, third, and
fourth” October 7 against Israel.

The President has continued to dem-
onstrate strength, resolve, and leader-
ship to get hostages home. Thankfully,
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in recent days, groups of hostages have
been rescued, including 4 year old Abi-
gail, an American citizen.

As of today, there are still nearly 160
hostages, including Americans. Forty
American citizens were slaughtered by
Hamas, and other terrorists have been
living in horrifying fear and uncer-
tainty at the hands of terrorists for
more than 50 days. It blows my mind
that this isn’t talked about every sin-
gle day in our country that Americans
remain hostage.

Americans were Kkilled and are still
suffering in Gaza. May all their memo-
ries be a blessing.

This should be the beginning and end
of the argument of why we must crush
Hamas and stop Iranian-backed ter-
rorist proxies. These terrorists con-
tinue to attack Israel and American
personnel around the globe.

The names and ages of the Americans
still held hostage by the terrorists in
Gaza are as follows: Gad Haggai, 73
years old; Judith Weinstein, 70 years
old; Keith Samuel Siegel, 64 years old;
Sagui Dekel-Chen, 35 years old; Hersh
Goldberg-Polin, 23 years old; Omer
Neutra, 22 years old; Itay Chen, 19
years old.

The eighth American still held hos-
tage 1is 19-year-old Edan Alexander
from Tenafly, New Jersey, in my dis-
trict. Here is Edan. He is a wonderful,
wonderful person. I have met with his
family. They are phenomenal.

After Edan graduated from Tenafly
High School in 2022, he began serving
with the Israel Defense Forces. He grew
up in northern New Jersey, became a
swimmer, and went to the prom. I have
seen all the photos.

Since day one, I have been in con-
stant contact with the Alexander fam-
ily. Their unimaginable strength in the
face of unfathomable pain gives all of
us hope. I don’t know how they do it.

It is time to get our Americans and
all of the hostages home. It is in Amer-
ica’s interest and critical to our na-
tional security to ensure that October
7 can never and must never happen
again. Our objectives are clear: to
stand by Israel, our key ally, the de-
mocracy in the region, our partner in
the fight against terror; to get all of
the Americans and all the hostages
home; to crush the terrorists and pro-
vide much-needed humanitarian aid to
innocent Palestinian civilians being
used by Hamas as human shields.

Mr. Chair, you will notice that
Hamas does not allow any of the inno-
cent Palestinians to go underground to
be protected. There is no protection for
them. They use them as human shields.
Israel must eliminate every single ter-
rorist responsible from Hamas for the
atrocities committed on October 7.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
GOTTHEIMER).

The amendment was agreed to.
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AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 4 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 4, line 6, after ‘‘committees” insert
“not later than 45 days before the termi-
nation of such sanctions”.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and
a Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from South Carolina.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, what my
amendment does is allow a 45-day wait-
ing period between certification and re-
moval of sanctions.

I heard my good friend, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, mention how this admin-
istration is the best friend Israel has. If
that is the case, why is he wanting to
give $6 billion to Iran which is the
sponsor of terror? If he is so interested
in protecting Americans, why does he
have our border wide open for people to
come illegally from every country
around the world?

This amendment is in response to an
administration that has done anything
but be on the side of Israel.

Mr. Chair, I applaud the work of
Chairman McCAUL and the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee for this commonsense
legislation that effectively freezes the
$6 billion of Iranian funds by imposing
immediate and mandatory sanctions on
financial institutions attempting to
engage in transactions with these
funds.

Despite claims by the administration
to the contrary, the $6 billion handed
over to Iran by the Biden administra-
tion—to the country that is the leading
sponsor of terror that has taken all of
the hostages in that he shows pictures
of—this money is fungible and Iran is
complicit in the attacks launched on
October 7 that killed close to 1,500 in-
nocent people, some of which were at a
music festival.

I wholeheartedly support this legisla-
tion. However, I have one concern. Sec-
tion 3 of this legislation contains lan-
guage that allows President Biden to
terminate sanctions if the President
simply certifies in writing that Iran no
longer provides support for terrorism
and has ceased the development of nu-
clear weapons.

This President simply will not do
that. That is why he is letting the
money go.

As currently written, this legislation
provides no opportunity for Congress
to exercise oversight. The President
can simply terminate sanctions if he
thinks Iran meets certain require-
ments.

In September 2023, the Biden admin-
istration waived sanctions to allow the
$6 billion in Iranian funds in South Ko-
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rean banks to be transferred to banks
in Qatar in exchange for the release of
five hostages.

No matter what the Biden adminis-
tration says, money is fungible. This
deal gave Iran access to more money to
fund its terrorist activities, including
support for regional proxies like Hamas
and Hezbollah.

Just 1 month after this deal, Hamas
launched its brutal attack on Israel,
killing innocent civilians and taking
dozens of hostages. We have seen what
happens when we give too much au-
thority to this executive branch. Their
actions speak louder than their words.
I don’t want this to happen again.

This is why my amendment would re-
quire a 45-day waiting period between
Presidential certification and removal
of sanctions to provide an opportunity
for congressional oversight. The Presi-
dent shouldn’t be doing this anyway.
To not have a 45-day waiting period to
try to correct and let Congress deal
with what his actions are is incompre-
hensible to me.

Mr. Chair, in closing, let me say I
named some things that this President
is doing. The purpose of my amend-
ment is because of the $6 billion that is
going to the leading sponsor of terror
that the Biden administration is
okaying.

I will add another thing that has not
been widely publicized. We have a sit-
ting Member of Congress, CORY MILLS,
from Florida, who had to charter his
own airplane to rescue hostages. When
he contacted the Biden administration
for support, they gave him no support.
The Biden administration gave no sup-
port to rescue the hostages. The pic-
tures were shown by my good friend,
JOSH GOTTHEIMER. This is a wayward
administration that is lawless.

This amendment simply builds in ad-
ditional time for Congress to conduct
proper oversight of executive branch
certifications. We should not continue
to further delegate legislative author-
ity derived from Article I of the Con-
stitution to the executive branch.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 5 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that all United
States allies in the Middle East should pub-
licly and unequivocally condemn the anti-
semitism displayed by Iranian-backed ter-
rorist groups, including Hamas.
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The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, the
unprovoked assault on Israel on Octo-
ber 7 shocked millions around the
world and demonstrated the unrelent-
ing brutality of Hamas.

While many countries around the
world supported Israel as it confronted
this single deadliest day for the Jews
since the Holocaust, many did not.
Many of the countries that pointedly
refused to condemn Hamas are located
in the Middle East.

Mr. Chairman, my amendment ex-
presses a sense of Congress that all
U.S. allies in the Middle East should
publicly and unequivocally condemn
the anti-Semitism displayed by the
Iranian-backed terror groups, including
Hamas.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. Chairman, Kuwait, a country
that American soldiers liberated from
Saddam Hussein, expressed its grave
concern and blamed Israel for the bla-
tant attacks. Kuwait further urged the
international community to stop the
provocative practices by the occupa-
tion.

Talk about victim blaming, Mr.
Chairman, especially when the guilty
party, Hamas, has proudly taken re-
sponsibility for attacking and raping
Jewish civilians.

Lebanon, a country which at this
point is effectively controlled by the
terrorist group Hezbollah, congratu-
lated the resisting Palestinian people.
Hezbollah hailed Hamas for its large-
scale heroic operation, an operation
that saw an 8-year-old girl have her
hands cut off and then being left to
bleed to death.

Tunisia declared its full and uncondi-
tional solidarity with the Palestinian
people following Hamas’ brutality on
October 7, an attack that saw a preg-
nant woman have her mouth duct-
taped and her baby cut out of her stom-
ach. In no uncertain terms, the coun-
try, a listed major non-NATO ally,
maintained their position to fully
stand by the Palestinian people until
they recover their entire land.

Qatar, a country whose state-con-
trolled media outlet, Al Jazeera, which
should also be known as the Qatari
news network, is the mouthpiece of
Hamas terrorists and blamed Israel for
being solely responsible for the ongoing
escalation and stressed their unwaver-
ing stance on the justice of the Pales-
tinian cause and for the international
community to compel Israel to cease
its blatant violation of international
law. These attacks saw women bound,
gang-raped, and then murdered, at-
tacks that saw a baby put in an oven
and baked alive, the father’s eyes
gouged out and the mother raped.
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On November 1, the Kingdom of Jor-
dan, a country which was given well
over half a billion in taxpayer dollars
in this last year’s omnibus, recalled its
Ambassador to Israel.

Other countries, including Oman,
Turkiye, and Egypt, choose to equivo-
cate instead of condemning Hamas.

Wherever you are on the political
spectrum, the attack was inhumane. It
was brutal. It was blatant, and those
culpable should be punished.

The international community, in-
cluding many of the Arab states that I
have mentioned, should join with the
international community in con-
demning Hamas and should speak for
the innocent.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 6 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON FUNDS.

No federal funds may be used to make any
funds (as such term is defined in section
2339C(e)(1) of title 18, United States Code)
available to Iran.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, most
Americans would be surprised and dis-
gusted to learn that Iran has been
given approximately $50 billion in a
sanctions relief package by the Biden
administration.

More to the point, it was done in ex-
change for a promise from Iran that
they wouldn’t produce weapons-grade
uranium. That is it. That is all we ap-
parently got.

Think about the implications of this
deal. The Ayatollah, who embraces
chants of ‘“Death to America’” and
“Death to Israel,” can produce even
more deadly long-range missiles, but
that is fine by Joe Biden. How about
highly enriched uranium? Somewhere
in Foggy Bottom, Antony Blinken is
nodding his head: Sure, why not?

The Ayatollah can put his country on
the cusp of the nuclear threshold and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

hold it over us as a constant threat. He
can continue to pocket billions of tax-
payer dollars made available by the so-
called adults in charge at our State De-
partment.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, I claim
the time in opposition to this amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New York is recognized for 56 min-
utes.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment is counterproductive. The
House has voted in a bipartisan manner
to support general licenses to Iran to
allow open internet access to the pro-
testers against the regime of Iran.
That could violate this vaguely drafted
amendment. In the recent past, the
United States has spent very small
sums of money to promote civil society
and democratic ideals in Iran, and that
could violate this amendment.

This amendment, I believe, with all
due respect, is carelessly drafted and
unvetted. Therefore, I must oppose it.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, civil. On Oc-
tober 7, Iran sponsored the murder,
rape, and torture of innocent civilians.

Civil. I do not trust Iran with nuclear
material.

Civil. They raped little girls.

Civil. I should think not.

This is a no-brainer, Mr. Chairman.
This administration—whether due to
side deals, incompetence, or just sell-
ing out America—is bringing the
world’s most grievous, grotesque spon-
sor of state terrorism closer to nuclear
capabilities.

Mr. Chairman, I am from the South.
You can put lipstick on a pig, but it is
still a pig.

Iran should be punished for what hap-
pened in Israel. Hamas should be driven
into the sea. Respectfully to my col-
league, we should take extraordinary
measures to send a message to the
world that this will never happen
again.

Iran must pay and pay dearly. This is
but a first step.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, the world
is in a precarious place. We see the CCP
making moves in the Pacific against
Taiwan. Russia has made a move
against Ukraine. Iranian-backed ter-
rorists killed innocent civilians.

There should be no relief for Iran.
There should be no sanctions relief for
Iran, for they are not civil. They do not
belong at a seat at the table with the
rest of the world. They need to be driv-
en into the stone age, where they be-
long and how they behave.

Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption of my
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES).
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The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee will be
postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 7 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. 5. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON QATAR.

It is the sense of Congress that the Govern-
ment of Qatar should publicly condemn
Hamas, turn Hamas leadership over the
United States or Israeli control, and pledge
never to facilitate the transfer of any cov-
ered Iranian funds to Iran or any agency or
instrumentality of Iran.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, while
Hamas terrorists were brutalizing
Israeli citizens, Hamas’ top leadership
was celebrating from a penthouse in
Doha.

Qatar claims to be our ally. They
want to hold a special place with the
United States. We have a forward oper-
ating base there.

While they are claiming to be our
friend, they are literally housing, aid-
ing, and abetting terrorists from
Hamas, roughly a dozen who are worth
billions, flying on private jets, drink-
ing champagne, and partying while
Israeli citizens are being slaughtered.

Qatar has the opportunity to stand
with the United States, stand with the
innocent people of Israel who were
murdered.

This sense of Congress simply urges
that Qatar should condemn Hamas,
turn over Hamas leadership to U.S. and
Israeli custody, and pledge never to fa-
cilitate the transfer of covered Iranian
funds to Iran.

Mr. Chairman, there is a direct link
between the money that was wired to
Doha and terrorism. Iran has said they
will use the money however they see
fit. It is time for our allies or so-called
allies to be our allies.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, I claim
the time in opposition to this amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New York is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment targets Qatar, the most
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important partner of the United States
in freeing Americans and Israelis held
hostage by Hamas.

Passage of this amendment and, in
my opinion, this overall bill would
jeopardize sensitive, ongoing diplo-
macy related to the hostage crisis in
Gaza and further endanger Americans
and Israelis in harm’s way. Israel’s Na-
tional Security  Adviser publicly
praised Qatar’s role as crucial to ongo-
ing efforts to facilitate humanitarian
solutions.

Furthermore, it was reported in late
October that Qatar’s Emir told Sec-
retary of State Blinken that his gov-
ernment was open to reconsidering the
presence of Hamas in Qatar once the
hostage crisis is resolved.

I agree that Hamas’ continued pres-
ence in Qatar and Turkiye is problem-
atic. These terrorist leaders are living
a life of luxury while their people suf-
fer in Gaza. They should be held ac-
countable, but this is not the way to go
about it.

Let’s free our hostages. Then, we can
talk and work with Qatar to hold
Hamas’ leadership in Doha account-
able.

This amendment is simply
grandstanding and not the best way to
deal with this issue, and certainly, it is
being offered at the worst possible
time.

O 1400

Diplomacy is very important. If we
challenge or damage these diplomatic
channels, it further endangers Ameri-
cans.

We can’t pass this legislation. We
should not pass this legislation. I ask
my colleagues to please join me in vot-
ing ‘“no” on this amendment. We
shouldn’t even need the bill.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, a thief
that robs your house, then 2 days later
mows your lawn, is still a thief. A
country that houses terrorists is still
an accomplice. It is a fact.

While they are giving over or assist-
ing with the release of the hostages,
they have the opportunity to give over
the Hamas leaders who planned and or-
chestrated the attack, but will they do
it? Of course not, because they are
guilty.

Qatar reportedly gives Hamas be-
tween $360 million and $480 million per
year. To my friend, I wonder how many
of those dollars from Qatar given to
Hamas bought bullets, bought antitank
mines, paid for the training of the sol-
diers that raped children.

I wonder how many of those millions
of dollars built the training camps in
Gaza. When the militants, the terror-
ists went in, they were well armed.
They were well trained. I wonder how
many of the millions of dollars Qatar
gave Hamas to pay for that. Al
Jazeera, the terrorist news network,
has praised the attack. It is controlled
by Qatar.

If my child or children that I love
stick their hand in the cookie jar, just
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because I love them doesn’t mean that
they will escape punishment.

Qatar may claim to be our friend, but
they just got caught with their hand in
the cookie jar, and perhaps they should
be punished.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GOODEN).

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Chair, 1
appreciate the spirit of this amend-
ment. I appreciate my colleague. I ap-
preciate this bill, which I am sup-
porting. I agree that Hamas is a ter-
rorist organization, and I want nothing
more than for them to be taken down.

What I have not heard from my col-
league within my party is all the good
that has happened thanks to Qatar’s ef-
forts in the last few weeks.

There is a whole lot of bad to talk
about, but I didn’t hear anything about
the hostage negotiations that would
not be happening without the people of
Qatar, without the leadership there. I
thank the Qatari leadership for helping
us get those hostages out.

A couple weeks ago, I had a family
member of a 12-year-old boy in my of-
fice that said, Congressman, will you
do anything you can? We are trying to
get these hostages out. The people of
Israel want them out, and we are not
making any progress. What can you
do?

You know what I did? I went down to
the Qatari Embassy. I sent someone
down and said, I want to speak to you
guys. We need some action. We need
more efforts. We need more results.

In the last week, what we have seen
are hostages coming out of the Gaza
strip.

Now, there are those that say we
shouldn’t negotiate with terrorists.
The people of Israel—and I defer to the
Israelis on this matter because they
are the ones living among these folks.
They are saying they want these hos-
tages back. They are saying they want
to work with the Qataris in bringing
them back. They have thanked them
for their efforts.

The other thing I haven’t heard from
my colleague within my party—and
frankly, I am disappointed some of my
colleagues within my party have not
spoken up against this amendment in
particular—is about the great, fan-
tastic United States Air Force base
that we have in Qatar.

If they are such accomplices to ter-
ror, if they are such bad folks over
there running the Qatari Government,
why do we have an Air Force base
there?

This amendment is badly timed.

I agree with the concepts in this
amendment. I agree that I would love
everyone on Earth to condemn Hamas.

This amendment right now does not
help us achieve our goal, and that is to
bring these hostages back. That is
what our friends in Israel want. They
want these hostages back.

If you don’t want these hostages
back, if you don’t want a United States
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Air Force presence over in the Middle
East, then go ahead and vote for this
amendment.

What you are saying to the Qataris is
we want you to cease efforts. We want
you to turn over whoever it is that you
have that you are negotiating with.

By the way, the American Govern-
ment, we are the ones that asked them
to keep this channel open with Hamas.
We are the ones, the United States,
that said Hamas needs to be close and
able to be accessible.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I yield an ad-
ditional 1 minute to the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. GOODEN of Texas. Mr. Chair, I
ask colleagues and staffers that are
watching this amendment debate back
in the office to go back to your boss,
especially if you are Republican, and
say, you know what? We have a Mem-
ber from our own party saying this is a
bad idea because we have hostage nego-
tiations that are happening right now
that will not be helped if this amend-
ment is passed.

Everyone in this Chamber knows this
amendment is going nowhere if it gets
on the bill, but that doesn’t matter.

The concept of giving the middle fin-
ger to the one group in the Middle East
that is actually helping us achieve
some hostage releases, and that is the
Qataris, I think is a bad policy, and I
urge opposition to this amendment.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I am pre-
pared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, with respect
to Qatar’s recent activities on the
world stage, I will just say this: Qatar
should not get a pass whenever it de-
cides to stop playing law breaker in
order to start playing first responder.

I think it is a misnomer to think
that without Qatar, that somehow ne-
gotiations wouldn’t take place. The re-
ality of the situation on the ground is
the reason why Hamas is negotiating,
because Israel is kicking their butt and
is going to continue to do so. These ne-
gotiations would happen with or with-
out Qatar.

Qatar benefits from our Air Force
base there.

If my colleague from my own party
thinks giving money to Qatar so that
Hamas can rape little girls, then that
is his choice, not mine.

You can’t pretend to be our friend
when you are funding an organization
that attacks and brutalizes innocent
civilians. You can’t have it both ways.
It just doesn’t work that way. You
can’t have your network praising the
attacks.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I will just
simply say, very briefly, when you hear
from Israel, its leaders, Israel’s na-
tional security advisor publicly prais-
ing Qatar’s role as crucial, and when I
visited Israel and talked to the head of
their defense, talked to Prime Minister
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Netanyahu, all said that Qatar was cru-
cial to this negotiation.

Let’s not do this. It is the wrong
time.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MOOLENAAR).
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. OGLES).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 8 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as
follows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . SENSE OF CONGRESS ON THE HOUTHIS.

It is the sense of Congress that the
Houthis, an Iran-backed terrorist group
which has hijacked a Japanese-operated
cargo ship, kidnapped and tortured United
States citizens, and supports Hamas’ ongoing
war against Israel, continues to benefit from
the Biden Administration’s failure to un-
equivocally condemn it.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, if I were
to describe to you a group that has just
seized a cargo ship and what Israel has
since referred to as an Iranian act of
terrorism, you might come to the con-
clusion that perpetrators can’t distin-
guish between civilians and military
targets.

If T were to also tell you that the
same group just earlier this week shot
two ballistic missiles at a U.S. warship,
you might come to the conclusion that
these perpetrators are the enemies of
the United States.

Finally, if I told you that this group
is guilty of kidnapping and torturing
U.S. citizens, you might come to the
conclusion that we need to wipe these
people off the face of the Earth.

You might think that the Biden ad-
ministration would agree, but appar-
ently it does not, and that is to the
detriment of our national security.

This is a sense of Congress that the
Houthis continue to benefit from the
Biden administration’s unwillingness
to unequivocally condemn.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair,
claim the time in opposition.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from New York is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment is needless and simply not rooted
in fact. The sponsor bases his claims
for this amendment on the assertion
that the administration has not con-
demned Houthi militants for their vio-

I rise to
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lent actions and continued desta-
bilizing behavior. This simply is not
accurate.

The Biden administration has repeat-
edly called out the violence of Houthi
militants that they have perpetuated
against civilians, including recent mis-
sile launches toward Israel, as well as
our Gulf partners.

In fact, as recently as this past Tues-
day, November 28, the State Depart-
ment called out the violence of Iranian
proxies across the region as well, and
especially called on the Houthis to im-
mediately cease attacks.

The United States led other G-7 na-
tions in this public effort, which fol-
lows other similar statements. These
statements include the State Depart-
ment’s condemnation of Houthi mili-
tants seizing the cargo ship Galaxy
Leader on November 20.

Spokesperson Matt Miller called such
actions flagrant violations of inter-
national law and demanded the imme-
diate release of the ship and its crew.

The administration made similar
statements earlier this year and last,
calling out Houthi abuses against Yem-
eni civilians, missile launches against
Gulf partners, and more.

I, along with many of my colleagues,
have and will continue to call out
abuses, escalatory actions, and vio-
lence throughout the region, just as
the administration has.

This amendment is an unnecessary
and ill-conceived attempt to misrepre-
sent the facts, so I must oppose it, and
I encourage all of my colleagues to do
50 as well.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. SCALISE).

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Chairman, I thank
my colleague for yielding. I support his
amendment, and I support the under-
lying bill.

Mr. Chairman, if you look at this
piece of legislation, both the bill and
the underlying amendment, if you go
back to when this $6 billion swap for $6
billion in cash was initially negotiated
earlier this year, many could argue, me
included, that it was an ill-advised ne-
gotiation back then, and this was prior
to the invasion of Israel by Hamas.

I think it is important to understand
the context. Everybody in the world
knows that Iran is the world’s largest
state sponsor of terrorism, including
funding Hamas.

The idea that you can just take
Hamas and keep it separate from Iran
has always been a farce. Iran funds
Hamas, and everybody knows it.

The idea that you would be negoti-
ating in August or September to help
Iran get $6 billion boggles the mind
prior to the invasion and attacks on
Israel. After the attacks, the adminis-
tration should be joining us in sup-
porting this bill.

0 1415

The administration should be stand-
ing there saying: We are not giving
them the money anymore.
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Who is the money going to? The
President of Iran has already told you
what he is going to do with the $6 bil-
lion.

You have the Biden administration
saying, don’t worry, it is all about hu-
manitarian aid. The problem is that
the people that are getting the $6 bil-
lion aren’t saying that.

Mr. Chairman, the President of Iran
himself went on TV, 60 Minutes, and
said: This money belongs to the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran. And naturally,
we will decide, the Islamic Republic of
Iran will decide, to spend it wherever
we need it.

They can give it to Hamas tomorrow
if they got this money, and the Presi-
dent of Iran said so.

I don’t care what John Kerry says
when he flies around over there, or
what Joe Biden might even say. Once
the President of Iran gets the $6 bil-
lion, it is his money, and he said he is
going to do whatever he wants with it.

Why would we give it to him today?
We shouldn’t have even thought about
giving it to him prior to the attacks by
Hamas in October. We surely shouldn’t
be thinking about it today.

Thank goodness in this House we are
going to take a vote, and we are going
to pass this bill. Hopefully, it is an
overwhelming bipartisan vote to send
it to the Senate and help wake up our
Senate friends to say that this is a po-
sition that we should be vocal on, as
they still haven’t figured out what to
do with funding for Iran.

We passed a bipartisan bill to help
Israel get the funding that they need to
push back on the attacks, to go get
more hostages, as we are seeing.

We are hearing senators talking
about a permanent cease-fire, or more
conditions. We ought to be all coming
together to support Israel on whatever
tools they need.

This House has been vocal in a pretty
bipartisan way almost every step of the
way to do that. Today can be another
one of those moments where we don’t
just stand up to Hamas, but we stand
up to the group who funds Hamas, as
well.

Everybody knows who funds Hamas.
It is Iran; $6 billion going to the Presi-
dent, who said he is going to take the
money for whatever purposes he wants.

They shouldn’t get the money. Let’s
keep it.

Let’s continue to support our great
ally in that region at the time they
need it the most. We will be there with
Israel every step of the way, with all
the tools they need to be successful at
destroying this terrorist organization,
Hamas, and anybody else who wants to
join with them in helping embolden
terrorism against the Jews, against the
anti-Semitism we see growing not just
in the Middle East, but here in this
country as well.

We all ought to be vocal with one
united voice against it. It is wrong.
Let’s stand with Israel. Let’s stand
with our friends, and let’s stand
against anybody who wants to support
terrorism around the world.
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Let’s pass this amendment, let’s pass
the bill, and let’s get the Senate to put
this bill on the President’s desk.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I urge adop-
tion of my amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, let me
just say this.

Joe Biden has been one of the
staunchest Israel supporters of any
President of the United States.

You are going to take the word of the
Ayatollah over the word of the Presi-
dent of the United States?

The President of the United States
has said not a penny will get to the
Ayatollah, but yet you want to take
the side or believe in that brutal au-
thoritarian dictator.

I think that the American people
know better than that. I think that the
American people understand better
than that. I think that the American
people can look at the facts and see
what side Joe Biden is on, as he talks
on a regular basis with the leadership
of Israel, almost every day since Octo-
ber 7.

I wouldn’t trust or believe anything
that the Ayatollah says, but I do be-
lieve in Joe Biden.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. OGLES).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 9 printed in
part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Redesignate section 4 as section 5.

Insert after section 3 the following:

SEC. 4. LIMITATION OF APPLICABILITY OF CER-
TAIN LICENSES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, on and after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the President
may not—

(1) exercise the waiver authority described
in section 1245(d)(5) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012 and
sections 1244(i) and 1247(f) of the Iran Free-
dom and Counter-Proliferation Act of 2012
permitting the Government of Iran or any
Iranian person access to any account estab-
lished or maintained pursuant to or in ac-
cordance with section 1245(d)(4)(D)(ii)(II) of
the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2012; or

(2) issue a general or specific license, fre-
quently asked question, or any other licens-
ing action or guidance permitting the Gov-
ernment of Iran or any Iranian person access
to or to benefit directly or indirectly from
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any account established pursuant to or in ac-
cordance with any account described in
1245(d)(4)(D)(ii)(II) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2012.

(b) IMPORTATION OF GOODS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The exercise of the au-
thorities and requirements under paragraph
(1) or (2) of subsection (a)—

(A) shall not include the authority or re-
quirement to impose sanctions on the impor-
tation of goods; and

(B) shall not apply to any procurement
sanctions.

(2) GooD DEFINED.—In this subsection, the
term ‘‘good” means any article, natural or
manmade substance, material, supply or
manufactured product, including inspection
and test equipment, and excluding technical
data.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

On October 7, the world watched in
horror as Hamas brutally attacked in-
nocent civilians inside Israel, and I am
glad to see that we have bipartisan
agreement on standing with Israel,
standing firm against Hamas.

However, I have major concerns when
it comes Iran. Iran, the world’s largest
state sponsor of terror globally, use fa-
naticism and extremism to stoke insta-
bility in the Middle East to expand
their influence and threaten the exist-
ence of Israel and to threaten the
United States. So far dozens and dozens
of attacks since October 7 have been
carried out at the behest of Iranian
proxies in the Middle East toward U.S.
troops.

The only currency that is recognized
by the Iranian regime is strength,
something that the administration has
not shown.

This attack, and Israel’s valid de-
fense of its sovereignty in the wake of
this barbaric invasion, is a wake-up
call to the threats Iran-backed ter-
rorist groups pose, not just to the Mid-
dle East but also to the rest of the
world. This is a watershed moment and
it demands a resolute response.

The United States must increase
pressure on the Iranian regime by de-
nying it the access to the funds abroad.
Deterrence is the name of the game.

In August and September of 2023, the
Biden administration facilitated
Tehran’s access to $6 billion in oil reve-
nues, sanctions that had previously
been placed on Iran as a signal of
strength, waivers that had been moved
by the Biden administration.

As currently written, in H.R. 5961 the
only thing that is being frozen is the $6
billion of Iranian funds currently in
Qatar. It does not freeze other Iranian-
sanctioned funds, such as the sanctions
waiver announced by the Biden admin-
istration last week which would allow
Iraq to send $10 billion to Iran.

The Founders intended us to have a
system of checks and balances, and
that is exactly what my amendment
would do.
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My amendment would freeze all Ira-
nian-sanctioned funds, not just the $6
billion in Qatar. Additionally, it would
prohibit the President from using any
sort of waiver authority, including li-
censes, guidance, or FAQs to lift the
sanctions.

As we have seen, we cannot trust this
administration to hold fast, to have a
strong deterrent policy, and to send
the Iranian regime a strong signal.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, I claim
the time in opposition to this amend-
ment.

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from New York for
5 minutes.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, this
amendment would be counter-
productive to America’s interest.

No President, whether he be Demo-
cratic or Republican, has used this
waiver for anything but the most
pressing reasons.

Rescinding this waiver would likely
prevent the administration from
waiving sanctions that allow Iraq to
pay for electricity imports from Iran.
Without this waiver, Iraq likely will be
unable to import electricity from Iran,
leading to electricity outages and in-
stability across Iraq.

We have seen what instability in Iraq
looks like over the past decade: the
decay of central governance, the rise of
ISIS, and a growing terrorist ideology
that struck America and Europe in nu-
merous deadly attacks.

America has many interests in the
Middle East, and this waiver is impor-
tant for ensuring that this administra-
tion or any future administration has
the flexibility it needs to promote
American interests.

It is important for the Presidents,
this one and those in the future, to
have that flexibility. Thereby, I oppose
my good friend from Texas’ amend-
ment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chairman, I yield
1 minute to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. CLYDE), my good friend.

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Chair, I rise today
in strong support of this amendment
offered by my colleague from Texas,
Representative PFLUGER.

It will strengthen H.R. 5961 by un-
equivocally blocking sanctioned Ira-
nian funds from potentially being
unfrozen and keeping these dollars out
of the hands of the world’s leading
state sponsor of terror.

This amendment will close troubling
loopholes that allow President Biden to
abuse waiver or license authorities to
release billions in frozen Iranian as-
sets.

Enough is enough. We cannot con-
tinue policies that enrich Iran, em-
bolden terrorists like Hamas, and put
American troops in harm’s way.

Representative PFLUGER’s amend-
ment also aligns with and reaffirms the
goal of my bill, the Standing Against
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Houthi Aggression Act, because the
Houthis are also proxy terrorists for
Iran.

His amendment prevents Iranian
funds from being used against our na-
tional security interests and limits
President Biden’s ability to cir-
cumvent Congressional oversight.

Mr. Chair, I applaud Representative
PFLUGER for his work on this critical
amendment, and as a cosponsor of it, I
urge all Members to support it.

We must stand united in stopping
Iran from financing terrorists and in
protecting American troops and allies
abroad.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Iowa
(Mr. NUNN), my good friend and fellow
Air Force veteran.

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I begin
by thanking a fellow combat veteran
for leading this effort to hold the ter-
rorist group Hamas accountable by
cutting off its number one funding
source, that coming from Iran. This ex-
tends to Hezbollah, it extends to the
IRGC, and it extends to Houthi rebels
throughout the region.

In the last week alone, we have seen
attack after attack threatening Amer-
ican forces, including those of our
friends still serving in uniform today.

The effort that I am proud to co-lead
with Congressman PFLUGER highlights
revoking Iran’s funding act, an effort
that the administration has taken a
first step on—without a firm plan by
Congress to prevent this waiver from
going forward—which has time and
time again been exploited by the Presi-
dent of Iran.

The $20 billion that came out of the
Turk Bank, the funding, illicitly, of
money coming through on this side for
frozen assets needs to be stopped.

Congress must act. I applaud my
friend for leading this charge, and I am
proud to cosponsor it going forward.

Mr. Chair, I urge the support of the
entire body.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, may I in-
quire how much time I have remain-
ing?

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas has 30 seconds remaining.

Mr. PFLUGER. Mr. Chair, the failed
strategy of appeasement has not
worked. Deterrence is what is needed.

President Biden must reverse course
on his policy toward Iran to stop ter-
rorism from impacting us here. The
system is blinking red.

My amendment strengthens this bill.
It puts deterrence at the forefront of
the global stage. It restricts any
money from going to Iran that they
would use to foment terrorism and
chaos throughout not only the Middle
East but also here in our home.

Mr. Chair, our Homeland Security de-
pends on this amendment and depends
on passage of this bill. I urge all of my
colleagues across the aisle here on the
Republican side to support this amend-
ment and to pass this bill.
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Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. PFLUGER).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Texas will be post-
poned.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MS. PORTER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 10 printed
in part C of House Report 118-280.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON POLICY RELATING TO
HUMAN RIGHTS, NUCLEAR PRO-
LIFERATION, BALLISTIC MISSILES,
AND REGIONAL TERRORISM IN IRAN.

Not later than 120 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the President
shall submit to Congress a report (which
may contain a classified annex) outlining
the policy of the United States with respect
to human rights, nuclear proliferation, the
ballistic missile program, and regional ter-
rorism in Iran.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PORTER) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Chair, the Iranian
regime is a danger to international se-
curity and democratic order every-
where.

The regime has funded terrorism
across the Middle East for years, ena-
bling groups like Hamas to attack
Israel and commit other atrocities. The
Iranian regime doesn’t stop with sup-
porting regional terrorism. It commits
its own atrocities, consistently and
brutally cracking down on its own citi-
zens fighting for basic freedoms.
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If all that weren’t enough, the Iran
regime further refuses to abandon its
pursuit of nuclear weapons, putting the
world at risk.

Challenges like these require Con-
gress to make policy that meets the
moment, but we can only do that if
Members of Congress and the people we
represent can do oversight and fully
understand our administration’s policy
toward Iran.

Americans will benefit from more in-
formation on how our Nation is ap-
proaching preventing Iran from devel-
oping a nuclear weapon and ending
Iran’s support for terrorist networks.
Congress will also benefit from this in-
formation so that we can better legis-
late on Iran, consistent with the secu-

H6013

rity interests and values of the United
States.

Under President Obama’s administra-
tion, the United States Government
issued periodic reports on its evolving
policy in Syria. This set a model for
the executive branch sharing informa-
tion with lawmakers and the public re-
garding United States foreign policy
toward countries of concern.

In Congress, we know that the details
of our Nation’s Iran policy are complex
and fluid, but precedent exists for our
administration to provide a more com-
plete window into its foreign policy ob-
jectives in specific countries.

This bipartisan amendment would
commission a detailed report on United
States policy with regard to Iran with
regard to human rights, nuclear pro-
liferation, the ballistic missile pro-
gram, and regional terrorism.

We don’t need talking heads force-
feeding us conclusions about this ad-
ministration’s Iran policy. Let’s get an
oversight report about what that pol-
icy is and let everyone draw their own
conclusions. Then, lawmakers on both
sides of the aisle can better make pol-
icy that addresses the challenges we
face operating from a shared platform
of information.

Mr. Chair, let’s trust the American
people and each other with informa-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
this bipartisan amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. POR-
TER).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Chair, I demand a
recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentlewoman from California will
be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MS. PORTER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 11 printed
in part C of House Report 118-280.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON IRANIAN INTERNET CENSOR-
SHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of State shall
jointly submit to Congress a report regard-
ing Iranian internet censorship and applica-
ble United States licensing requirements.
Such report shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of the Iranian Govern-
ment’s ability to impose internet shutdowns,
censor the internet, and track Iranian dis-
sidents, labor organizers, political activists,
or human rights defenders inside Iran
through targeted digital surveillance or
other digital means.

(2) An assessment of the impact of General
License D-2, issued on September 23, 2022, on
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the availability of private communications
tools inside Iran, including encryption tools
to assist the people of Iran in circumventing
targeted digital surveillance by the Iranian
Government.

(3) A determination of whether additional
updates to General License D-2 or other li-
censes are needed to keep up with the pace of
technology and ensure that United States re-
strictions do not unintentionally inhibit the
flow of vital communication tools to the
people of Iran, including cloud technology,
hardware, software, and services incident to
personal communications, including set-top
boxes (STB), satellites, and web developer
tools.

(4) A strategy to ensure that resources are
available for digital rights experts to study
Iran’s online repression and identify oppor-
tunities to counter it.

(5) A strategy to prevent the Government
of Iran from acquiring or developing tools
that could be exploited against activists, in-
cluding facial recognition software.

(b) ForRM.—The report required pursuant to
subsection (a) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form but may include a classified annex
if such annex is provided separately from
such unclassified version.

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term
‘“‘targeted digital surveillance’® means the
use of items or services that enable an indi-
vidual or entity (with or without the know-
ing authorization of the product’s owner) to
detect, monitor, intercept, collect, exploit,
preserve, protect, transmit, retain, or other-
wise gain access to the communications, sen-
sitive or protected information, work prod-
uct, browsing data, research, identifying in-
formation, location history, or online or off-
line activities of other individuals, organiza-
tions, or entities.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. PORTER) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Chair, in Iran, we
see a familiar pattern. Iranians are
standing up, demanding change for
themselves, their families, and their
country. Then, the Iranian regime
cracks down, arresting protesters and
journalists and unleashing violence
against its own people. Instead of giv-
ing its people the freedoms they seek,
the regime limits freedoms, including
restricting internet access.

For authoritarian governments like
the Iranian regime, restricting internet
access couldn’t be more crucial as a
tool in repressing their own citizens.
The internet is a portal to information
about human rights, democratic order,
economic prosperity, and thriving civil
society. These things support freedom,
and freedom is exactly the opposite of
what the Iranian regime wants.

To give Iranians a better future, we
need to support them in having real ac-
cess to the internet, and that means
the internet without censorship, with-
out digital surveillance, and without
online repression. My amendment will
help us do that.

First, the amendment will require an
assessment of the ways the Iranian
Government shuts down, censors, and
weaponizes the internet. Then, it will
commission an assessment of whether
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United States policy is currently best
supporting the flow of communication
tools to the Iranian people.

Finally, it will require the United
States to develop strategies to counter
Iran’s online repression and prevent
the Iranian regime from using tools of
digital repression.

Iranians have struggled for decades
against threats to their basic freedoms.
The more the Iranian people have tools
like real internet access, the better po-
sition they will be in to fight the re-
pression of the Iranian regime. That is
why Members on both sides of the aisle
who care deeply about creating a bet-
ter future for the Iranian people have
supported and collaborated with me on
this amendment.

Mr. Chair, I urge all of my colleagues
to support this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. POR-
TER).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MR. JACKSON OF
ILLINOIS

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 12 printed
in part C of House Report 118-280.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. 5. SUNSET.

This Act shall terminate on the date that
is b years after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 891, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
rise today to speak on my amendment,
amendment No. 12 to H.R. 5961, the No
Funds for Iranian Terrorism Act.

My amendment is simple. It adds a 5-
year sunset provision. My amendment
is in line with the majority leader’s
floor protocols for the 118th Congress.
Specifically, the majority leader’s floor
protocols on legislation call for sunset
requirements to advance the policies
“‘originally outlined in the Pledge to
America to adopt a requirement that
programs end or ‘sunset’ by a date cer-
tain.” That should include new sanc-
tion authorities, as well.

It is important for Congress to main-
tain its Article I powers over foreign
policy, and it does that by including a
sunset provision. If we are going to be
consistent with the floor protocols that
the majority has established for new
programs, if we want to reclaim our
Article I powers, this act should not go
into force without a sunset provision.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposi-
tion to the amendment.
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, this bill al-
ready contains behavior-based termi-
nation criteria for the sanctions de-
scribed. Our sanctions on Iran should
not disappear on an arbitrary date. Our
sanctions need to remain in place until
Iran stops threatening the TUnited
States, as already described in the bill.

Iran has been a state sponsor of ter-
rorism for over 40 years under, I might
add, the same terrorist administration
in Iran. If we put a 5-year sunset on
this bill, Iran and its terrorist proxies
will think they can just wait us out.

After October 7, it became clear that
we need to take every possible measure
available to deter Iran and its proxies.
The best way to project American
strength is to make it absolutely clear
that our sanctions will remain in place
until Iran no longer poses a threat to
the United States.

Therefore, I oppose this amendment
to add an arbitrary sunset, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MEEKS), the ranking
member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Chair, I rise in
strong support of the Jackson amend-
ment.

The world in 2023 does not look like
the world in 2018. Russia has invaded
Ukraine. Hamas has attacked Israel.
The Burmese partial democracy has
collapsed in a coup.

On the positive side of the ledger,
NATO is more united than divided. The
AUKUS pact has fortified our relation-
ship with our closest allies. Japan and
Korea are cooperating with each other
like never before.

In 2018, most of us were unfamiliar
with the term ‘‘coronavirus.” In 2023,
many of us are trying to forget it. The
point here is that the world can change
dramatically in just 5 years.

Congress does itself a disservice when
we lock into policies without oversight
or a chance to reconsider. Mr. JACK-
SON’s amendment would fix that flaw
in the bill, and I strongly support his
amendment.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I yield 1
minute to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. CLYDE).

Mr. CLYDE. Mr. Chair, I rise today
to oppose Representative JACKSON’s
amendment to add a 5-year sunset pe-
riod. We cannot risk funds going to ter-
rorism ever, certainly not now and cer-
tainly not in b years.

Additionally, the only thing standing
in the way of $14.3 billion going to sup-
port Israel’s eradication of Hamas is
Joe Biden and CHUCK SCHUMER. The
House has done its job. The Senate and
the President have so far done nothing
but be a roadblock. Yes, we are wit-
nessing a Biden-Schumer roadblock, a
B-S roadblock, and it is totally unac-
ceptable. It is a dangerous state of af-
fairs, and Biden and Schumer are the
problem.
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How can we support our closest ally
in the Middle East when the President
and the Senate stand in the way?

The House has done its job. It is now
time for the President and Mr. SCHU-
MER to clear their B-S roadblock.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, may I inquire
as to the time remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
from Texas has 3 minutes remaining.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, deterrence is
based on strength and the willingness
to use it.

In my time in the Middle East, I un-
derstood that our adversaries there, in-
cluding Iran and its proxies, under-
stand only strength. If we put an arbi-
trary sunset clause in this bill, it will
be demonstrating weakness and not
strength.

Mr. Chair, I oppose this amendment.
I encourage my colleagues to vote
against it, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. JACKSON of Illinois. Mr. Chair, I
demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Illinois will be
postponed.

Mr. SELF. Mr. Chair, I move that the
Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
SELF) having assumed the chair, Mr.
CLYDE, Acting Chair of the Committee
of the Whole House on the state of the
Union, reported that that Committee,
having had under consideration the bill
(H.R. 5961) to freeze certain Iranian
funds involved in the 2023 hostage deal
between the United States and Iran,
and for other purposes, had come to no
resolution thereon.

————
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RAISING A QUESTION OF THE
PRIVILEGES OF THE HOUSE

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to a question of the privileges of the
House and offer the resolution that was
previously noticed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MOOLENAAR). The Clerk will report the
resolution.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 878

Whereas Representative George Santos is a
Member of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives;

Whereas soon after his election in Novem-
ber 2022, Representative Santos’ background
came under public scrutiny;

Whereas, on February 28, 2023, the Com-
mittee on Ethics of the House unanimously
voted to impanel an Investigative Sub-
committee (hereinafter in this resolution re-
ferred to as the “ISC’’) to review whether
Representative Santos may have engaged in
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unlawful activity with respect to his 2022
congressional campaign, failed to properly
disclose required information on statements
filed with the House, violated Federal con-
flict of interest laws in connection with his
role in a firm providing fiduciary services,
and engaged in sexual misconduct towards
an individual seeking employment in his
congressional office;

Whereas the ISC met nine times and, over
the course of its investigation, authorized 37
subpoenas and 43 voluntary requests for in-
formation (RFIs) leading to its receipt of
over 172,000 pages of documents, contacted or
interviewed over 40 witnesses, and reviewed
materials received from the Office of Con-
gressional Ethics and relevant court records;

Whereas the ISC determined in its inves-
tigation that there was substantial evidence
of violations of Federal law, the Rules of the
House, and other applicable standards re-
lated to many of the allegations charged in
the indictment, and substantial evidence of
additional unlawful and unethical conduct
not charged in the indictment;

Whereas these additional violations relate
to falsely reported loans reportedly received
by his 2020 campaign and leadership political
action committee, GADS PAC, improper
loan repayments to himself, systemic report-
ing errors in his 2020 and 2022 campaign’s
Federal Election Commission filings, and
substantial evidence that campaign funds
were converted to personal use;

Whereas the ISC also identified additional
errors and omissions in his 2020 and 2022 Fi-
nancial Disclosure Statements, as well as
violations of Federal law and the Rules of
the House related to his unfiled 2021 and 2023
Financial Disclosure Statements, which
were not charged in the indictment;

Whereas the ISC also found that Rep-
resentative Santos failed to meet his duty of
candor with respect to the ISC’s investiga-
tion, and instead presented the ISC with mis-
representations and delay tactics;

Whereas, on May 10, 2023, Representative
Santos was charged in Federal court in the
Eastern District of New York with wire fraud
in connection with a fraudulent political
contribution scheme, unlawful monetary
transactions in connection with the wire
fraud allegations, theft of public money in
connection with his alleged receipt of unem-
ployment benefits, fraudulent application for
and receipt of unemployment benefits, and
false statements in connection with his 2020
and 2022 House of Representatives Financial
Disclosure Statements;

Whereas Nancy Marks, who served as
Treasurer to Representative Santos’ cam-
paign, pleaded guilty to conspiracy to com-
mit wire fraud, falsifying records, and iden-
tity theft in connection with the Santos
campaign;

Whereas a superseding indictment was
filed on October 10, 2023, charging Represent-
ative Santos with additional violations re-
lated to his 2022 campaign, including allega-
tions of falsifying Federal Election Commis-
sion reports in connection with a $500,000
personal loan that was never made, fal-
sifying the names of contributors to his cam-
paign, engaging in aggravated identity theft
and access device fraud, and enriching him-
self through a fraudulent contribution
scheme;

Whereas Sam Miele, who served as a fund-
raiser to Representative Santos’ campaign,
pleaded guilty to a Federal wire fraud charge
after impersonating a senior congressional
aide for the purposes of soliciting funds;

Whereas the ISC that was established to
review the allegations against Representa-
tive Santos adopted a report of its findings
and submitted the report to the full com-
mittee;
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Whereas the Committee on Ethics of the
House unanimously voted to adopt the ISC
report based upon the investigation pro-
viding substantial evidence that Representa-
tive Santos—

(1) knowingly caused his campaign com-
mittee to file false or incomplete reports
with the Federal Election Commission, used
campaign funds for personal purposes, en-
gaged in fraudulent conduct in connection
with RedStone Strategies LLC, and engaged
in knowing and willful violations of the Eth-
ics in Government Act as it relates to his Fi-
nancial Disclosure Statements filed with the
House;

(2) was a knowing and active participant in
the wrongdoing; and

(3) was given an opportunity, pursuant to
Committee Rule 17(b), to submit a signed
written statement responding to the allega-
tions raised in a complaint filed by his fellow
Members but did not do so;

Whereas the ISC—

(1) requested that Representative Santos
provide all documents and information re-
sponsive to its Request for Information, but
he did not do so;

(2) asked Representative Santos to volun-
tarily testify, but he did not do so; and

(3) provided Representative Santos the op-
portunity, pursuant to Committee Rule
19(b)(3), to provide a statement under oath,
but he did not do so;

Whereas as a Member of the United States
House of Representatives, Representative
Santos must be held accountable to the high-
est standards of conduct in order to safe-
guard the public’s faith in this institution;

Whereas the Constitution of the United
States charges the House with policing the
behavior of its own Members, and the House
should take action against Representative
Santos commensurate with his violations of
Federal law and the Rules of the House; and

Whereas given his egregious violations,
Representative George Santos is not fit to
serve as a Member of the United States
House of Representatives: Now, therefore, be
it

Resolved, That pursuant to article I, sec-
tion 5, clause 2 of the Constitution of the
United States, Representative George
Santos, be, and he hereby is, expelled from
the United States House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
olution qualifies.

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule IX, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
D’EspPosSITO) and the gentleman from
New York (Mr. SANTOS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. D’ESPOSITO).

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, we are here this after-
noon at a point that none of us wanted
to ever be at. The Ethics Committee of
the House of Representatives has filed
their report, which revealed a complex
web of illegal activities that involved
Representative GEORGE SANTOS’ cam-
paign, his personal finances, and busi-
ness finances.

SANTOS tried to exploit every aspect
of his candidacy for personal financial
gain. Records subpoenaed by the Com-
mittee on Ethics show that Congress-
man SANTOS stole from his campaign
by deceiving donors into providing con-
tributions that were actually payments
for his personal benefit.

SANTOS also reported fictitious loans
to his political committees to induce
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donors in party committees to con-
tribute more to his campaign, keeping
the elaborate scheme moving forward.

GEORGE SANTOS is a liar; in fact, he
has admitted to many of them. He has
used his position of public trust to per-
sonally benefit himself from day one.

SANTOS now faces 23 criminal charges
in connection with his long list of mis-
deeds. We have already seen two former
SANTOS staffers, including his former
treasurer, plead guilty to Federal
charges in connection with SANTOS’
corrupt campaign.

Despite blaming others, including his
former treasurer for the numerous
campaign violations, all signs point to-
ward Mr. SANTOS that he knowingly
and actively participated in a wide-
spread misconduct of his campaign. In
fact, the Ethics Committee records
demonstrate this to a tee.

GEORGE SANTOS has continuously
said that he has not received his due
process. I ask my colleagues: If we do
not take the Ethics Committee and
their results seriously, then why even
have the committee in the first place?

Through the ISC investigation,
SANTOS has been awarded due process,
and has been provided ample oppor-
tunity to be heard during both the in-
vestigation by the House Committee on
Ethics and throughout the expulsion
process.

Even after being offered multiple op-
portunities to present his side of the
story, Mr. SANTOS refused to engage
with the Ethics Committee in good
faith and refused to cooperate with
those tasked with leading the inves-
tigation.

The ISC report notes that he failed to
submit a written response to the alle-
gations. He failed to provide numerous
documents requested. He refused to
testify voluntarily. He failed to provide
a statement under oath.

SANTOS also informed the committee
that if he was subpoenaed, he would
plead the Fifth Amendment.

We continually hear that the expul-
sion of Congressman SANTOS would set
a new precedent. Mr. Speaker, it would.

To my colleagues that have said that
it would start a new precedent and to
those that are here with us in this in-
stitution in this great Chamber today
that are arguing about precedent, I
would simply say this: The American
people expect us to do the right thing.
The American people are watching for
us to do the right thing.

Mr. Speaker, if we have an oppor-
tunity in this great institution to start
a new precedent, one that means we
hold Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives to a higher standard, I am
pretty confident that the American
people would applaud that. I am pretty
confident that the American people ex-
pect that.

Mr. Speaker, I hope tomorrow in this
great Chamber we set that precedent. I
hope we set a precedent that we, as
Members of America’s oldest institu-
tion, are held to a higher standard.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Ms. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, every Member expelled
in the history of this institution has
been convicted of crimes or were Con-
federate turncoats guilty of treason.
Neither of those apply to me, but here
we are.

On what basis does this body feel
that precedent must be changed for
me?

Mr. Speaker, I am an American cit-
izen, duly elected, and elected to rep-
resent the Third District of New York.
I have been convicted of no crimes.

My loyalty to this country that gave
me life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness is true and unquestionable. I
stand here today debating for the sec-
ond time in less than a month for the
same exact reasons that were brought
up last time.

The difference is that one can say I
have been indicted once more by the
findings of the Ethics Committee—a
process that, by the admission of the
chair himself, was not complete and
conclusive because they didn’t want to
put more time into it, as if this com-
mittee runs on a schedule that, quite
frankly, is in a rush.

Mr. Speaker, some Members have
been under investigation for over 5
years. Some leave while still under in-
vestigation. I am not trying to be arro-
gant or spiteful or disrespectful of the
committee, but I am curious to know:
What is the schedule of the Ethics
Committee?

Why rush this? To deliver a predeter-
mined outcome sought out by some
Members of our Conference or some
Members of this body?

This is what it looks like to me. It is
a predetermined necessity for some
Members in this body to engage in this
smear campaign to destroy me. I will
not stand by quietly. If they want me
out of this body—the people of the
Third District of New York sent me
here—if they want me out, they are
going to have to go silence those people
and take the hard vote.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I am
not sure how a predetermined outcome
happens from a committee reviewing
170,000 pages of documents, numerous
subpoenas, and weeks and months of
investigation. I am not sure how a pre-
determined outcome is generated from
that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Mississippi (Mr. GUEST), who is the
chairman of the House Ethics Com-
mittee.

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, GEORGE
SANTOS has built his persona, his per-
sonal and his political life, on a founda-
tion of lies. Many of those lies are well-
documented. We know that Mr. SANTOS
lied about his education, both graduate
and postgraduate, claiming that he at-
tended universities where he was never
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enrolled and claiming that he obtained
degrees that he did not earn.

We know that Mr. SANTOS lied about
his employment when he claimed that
he worked for two prestigious financial
institutions, Citigroup and Goldman
Sachs.

We know that Mr. SANTOS lied about
his religious faith when he said he was
Jewish and then later, when called out,
said he meant to say he was Jew-ish.

We know Mr. SANTOS lied when he
said that he had four employees who
were Killed in a mass shooting in Flor-
ida.

Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, those lies,
while troubling, did not justify his re-
moval from this body. However, these
and other misleading statements re-
flect directly on Mr. SANTOS’ credi-
bility.

In May, Mr. Speaker, GEORGE SANTOS
said that he looked forward to seeing
the ethics process play out and that if
the committee finds reason to remove
him, then that is the process.

Today, Mr. Speaker, GEORGE SANTOS
would have you believe that the proc-
ess that he endorsed in May is fatally
flawed and that he, instead, is the sub-
ject of a political witch hunt.

Mr. SANTOS has described the report
issued by the Ethics Committee as
slanderous. He said that if there was a
single ounce of ethics in the Ethics
Committee then they would not have
released the biased report. He referred
to the report as a political hit piece.

Mr. Speaker, I want to remind you
that in March of this year, GEORGE
SANTOS promised to fully cooperate
with the ethics investigation. Just
weeks ago, Mr. SANTOS said: I have
been very cooperative since the inves-
tigation started, and I have no plans to
change that.

Nonetheless, Mr. Speaker, the record
of the investigation reveals otherwise.
The report of the Ethics Committee
noted these things, Mr. Speaker: first,
that Mr. SANTOS failed to submit a
written response to the allegations
filed by his fellow Members; that Mr.
SANTOS failed to provide many of the
documents requested by the investiga-
tive subcommittee; that when given an
opportunity to provide a statement
under oath that Mr. SANTOS declined to
do so; and that when asked to volun-
tarily testify, Mr. SANTOS refused.

The committee learned through his
counsel that if the investigative sub-
committee were to subpoena Mr.
SANTOS that he would plead the Fifth
Amendment and not give any testi-
mony for fear that it may incriminate
him.

So while Mr. SANTOS has failed to
speak with the committee, Mr. Speak-
er, he has spoken freely to the media.
Just this past weekend, he was partici-
pating in a 3-hour X Livestream
Podcast with Monica Matthews.

In that 3-hour interview, he said:

I have made it very clear, I am not running
for reelection, not because this was a damn-
ing report. I am not running for reelection
because I don’t want to work with a bunch of
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hypocrites. It is gross. I have colleagues who
are more worried about getting drunk every
night with the next lobbyist that they are
going to screw and pretend none of us know
what is going on, and sell off the American
people, not show up to vote because they are
too hungover or whatever the reason is or
not show up to vote at all and just give their
card out like candy for someone else to vote
for them.

He went on to say regarding the Eth-
ics report:

It is flawed. It was designed to smear me.
It was designed to force me from my seat.
That was the intention of the report. This
wasn’t a finding of fact.

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to talk a few
minutes about the report of the inves-
tigative subcommittee and the report
of the Ethics Committee and the work
that they did over an 8-month period. I
will tell you that the findings of the
committee were shocking.

We know that the Ethics Committee
authorized 37 subpoenas, they issued 43
requests for information, they inter-
viewed 40 witnesses, they reviewed
172,000 pages of documents, and they
issued a 56-page investigation report.

In addition to this 56-page investiga-
tion report, Mr. Speaker, these are the
exhibits that they attached to the in-
vestigative report. The 50-plus page re-
port goes into great detail, and it
paints a picture of the fraud committed
by Mr. SANTOS. In many cases it also
tracks the allegations for which Mr.
SANTOS has been indicted in the East-
ern District of New York.

Mr. Speaker, if you look at the lan-
guage of the report, the language of the
report says, the investigative sub-
committee revealed a complex web of
unlawful activity involving Represent-
ative SANTOS’ campaign, personal, and
business finances.

It says that Representative SANTOS
sought to fraudulently exploit every
aspect of his House candidacy for his
own personal profit.

The report says that he blatantly
stole from his campaign and that he
deceived donors into providing what
they thought were contributions to his
campaign, but they were, in fact, pay-
ments for his personal benefit.

The report goes on to say that he re-
ported fictitious loans to his political
committees to induce donors and party
committees to make further contribu-
tions to his campaign.

Then later the report said that de-
spite SANTOS’ efforts to blame his
former treasurer for the numerous
campaign violations, the ISC’s record
demonstrates that Representative
SANTOS knowingly and actively partici-
pated in the misconduct.

Mr. Speaker, through records that
were subpoenaed by the Ethics Com-
mittee, we learned that Mr. SANTOS
spent campaign-related funds on per-
sonal rent, on personal credit card pay-
ments, and on ATM withdrawals. We
know that he made luxury designer
purchases at at least two high-end
stores, that he spent money on pay-
ments made at OnlyFans, and that Mr.
SANTOS spent almost $3,000 on Botox
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treatments, in addition to questionable
expenses involving travel expenses for
trips to Atlantic City; Las Vegas, Ne-
vada; and The Hamptons.

Mr. Speaker, in addition to this,
there was additional fraud that was un-
covered and contained in this report
issued by the Ethics Committee.

The Ethics Committee found in 2020
that bank records indicate that Mr.
SANTOS was repaid over $29,000 for ficti-
tious loans that he never made to his
campaign.

The report goes on to say that in 2021
he falsely reported loaning his cam-
paign $580,000, and he falsely reported
loaning an additional $25,000 to his
leadership PAC.

The report goes on to document that
the committee found, according to
bank records, that Mr. SANTOS trans-
ferred $200,000 from RedStone Strate-
gies and they were found to be an un-
registered super PAC controlled by Mr.
SANTOS, and that he transferred in 2022
alone over $200,000 into his personal ac-
count.

Mr. Speaker, I know that some Mem-
bers of this body have expressed con-
cern about due process. They believe
that Mr. SANTOS was not given due
process, therefore that this should not
go forward.

Mr. Speaker, I want to address the
argument of due process. Mr. Speaker,
you are well aware that due process
was referred to in the Fifth and 14th
Amendments. In the Fifth Amendment
it says no person shall be deprived of
life, liberty, or property without due
process of law.

We know the 14th Amendment then
applies the Fifth Amendment to the
States where it says no State shall de-
prive any person of life, liberty, or
property without due process of law.

Then as you are also well aware, Mr.
Speaker, the Sixth Amendment talks
about criminal proceedings and the
rights that attach to a criminal pro-
ceeding.

Mr. Speaker, we are not here today
on a criminal proceeding. The rights of
the Sixth Amendment do not apply,
but due process under the Fifth and
14th Amendments do apply here at
these proceedings, and so it is impor-
tant to talk about due process.

The due process that is contained in
the Fifth and 14th Amendments, if you
study due process, Mr. Speaker, you
will know that there are two sub-
sections; two components, if you will;
two legs upon which due process must
stand.

That first subsection, that first leg,
is substantive due process.

What is substantive due process?

Substantive due process asks this
question: Is there a right to bring the
action in question?

Mr. Speaker, I say that there is. We
know that that right exists because
that right is found in the United States
Constitution. The expulsion clause,
which is found in Article I, Section 5,
Clause 2 of the United States Constitu-
tion says this, Mr. Speaker: Each
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House may determine the rules of its
proceedings, punish its Members for
disorderly behavior, and, with the con-
currence of a two-thirds vote, expel a
Member.

So, Mr. Speaker, I tell you that as it
relates to substantive due process,
clearly substantive due process applies
in this case. Nonetheless, that second
leg of the stool of due process, is proce-
dural due process.

Procedural due process is a process
that governs the fairness of the pro-
ceedings.

There are three primary require-
ments, three primary tenets of proce-
dural due process.

Those requirements are,
adequate notice given?

Mr. Speaker, I hold in this case that
adequate notice was given. Adequate
notice was given by the fact that the
investigative subcommittee notified
Mr. SANTOS in February that the inves-
tigation was going to be ongoing. It ac-
tually had contact with him and his of-
fice well before that in January shortly
after he was sworn in.

I would argue that Mr. SANTOS had
notice of this hearing because the mo-
tion was filed 2 weeks ago, the resolu-
tion was filed to expel him from this
body. So, clearly, Mr. SANTOS has been
given proper notice.

The second requirement of due proc-
ess says: Did Mr. SANTOS have an op-
portunity to be heard?

Mr. Speaker, I will tell you that he
has had an opportunity to be heard. He
had an opportunity repeatedly to be
heard by the Ethics Committee. He had
the opportunity to submit a written
statement, but he refused to do so. He
had an opportunity to submit a state-
ment under oath. He refused to do so.
He had an opportunity to come in and
testify, and he declined to do so.

Even when faced with a subpoena, he
was planning to come in before the
Ethics Committee and exercise his
Fifth Amendment right not to testify.

So, Mr. Speaker, I hold that he has
had ample opportunity to be heard by
the investigative subcommittee, and he
has been, once again, presented the op-
portunity here today, before this body
and before the American people, he has
the opportunity today to rebut the
findings of the Ethics Committee. He
has the opportunity to point out any
errors or omissions that he claims are
in the report.

So, clearly, Mr. Speaker, Mr. SANTOS
has had the opportunity to be heard.

Then finally, the third and final
point is the opportunity to have a fair
tribunal. We are following the Con-
stitution which says that the body of
other elected Members, this body as a
whole, must be the body that conducts
a vote in this case.

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to remind
you of a statement I earlier referenced,
that statement made by Mr. SANTOS in
May, that statement where he said
that he looked forward to seeing the
ethics process play out and that if the
Ethics Committee finds a reason to re-
move him, then that is the process.

first, was
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Mr. Speaker, the Ethics Committee
found substantial evidence—this is lan-
guage taken directly from the report:
Substantial evidence that Representa-
tive SANTOS knowingly caused his cam-
paign to file false or incomplete re-
ports with the Federal Election Com-
mission.

The Investigative Subcommittee
found substantial evidence that he used
campaign funds for personal purposes.
It found substantial evidence that he
engaged in fraudulent conduct in con-
nections with RedStone Strategies,
LLC. It found substantial evidence that
Mr. SANTOS did knowingly and will-
fully engage in violations of the Ethics
and Government Act.

Mr. Speaker, I ask in accordance
with Article I, Section 5, Clause 2 of
the United States Constitution, that
all Members vote to support the expul-
sion of Representative SANTOS.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, we hear a
lot about process. We hear a lot about
findings. Before I yield some time to
my colleague from Texas, I just want
to point out in the resolution that the
distinguished chairman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. GUEST) filed, he states
that I engaged in sexual misconduct
when his own report states otherwise.
That is just a clear evidence of how
this process has been skewed, how this
process is sloppy, and how it is con-
tradictory to the core.

The fact that in the report it states
that that was not the case, but they
still bring it to the floor of the House
of Representatives shows you the lack
of respect for one’s reputation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. NEHLS).

Mr. NEHLS. Mr. Speaker, we are in
unchartered waters. The swamp water
is very murky and it is deep, and you
try to mnavigate those treacherous
waters. Every once in a while you try
to find that safe lily pad to land on,
but for GEORGE SANTOS there doesn’t
appear to be a safe lily pad.

The United States’ House of Rep-
resentatives is attempting to expel a
Member of Congress who has not been
convicted of a crime. In the history of
our country, Mr. Speaker, only five
Members have been expelled from Con-
gress.

In 1861, John Clark, John Reid, and
Henry Burnett were expelled on the
grounds of treason for supporting the
Confederate rebellion. In 1980, Michael
Myers was convicted of bribery involv-
ing an FBI sting that led to the convic-
tions of seven Members of Congress.

Six Members resigned, and Myers was
expelled on a vote of 376-30.

Then in 2002, James Traficant was
convicted on 10 counts, including brib-
ery, conspiracy to defraud the United
States, corruption, and obstruction of
justice.

All five of these men had one thing in
common: They were all convicted
under Federal law and then rightfully
expelled from Congress.
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Kicking out Mr. SANTOS is setting a
very dangerous precedent. Never before
has Congress expelled a Member based
on indictments. Indictments require
nothing more than probable cause. An
indictment is not a conviction.

Then why today would we remove a
Member from this House based on an
indictment? It has never been done be-
fore. It shouldn’t happen today.

In this country, I thought everyone is
presumed innocent until proven guilty
in a court of law. I do not and have not
and will not support the removal of
Representative SANTOS, and I encour-
age my colleagues to agree.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentlewoman
from Pennsylvania (Ms. WILD), the
ranking member of the Ethics Com-
mittee.

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, as ranking
member of the Committee on Ethics, I
rise in support of H. Res. 878, which
seeks to expel GEORGE SANTOS from the
House of Representatives.

One of our most basic obligations as
Members of Congress is to adhere to
the principle that public office is a
public trust. As the Ethics Commit-
tee’s report lays out in thorough de-
tail, Mr. SANTOS has repeatedly, egre-
giously, and brazenly violated the
public’s trust. Mr. SANTOS is not a vic-
tim; he is a perpetrator of a massive
fraud on his constituents and the
American people.

In fewer than 9 months, and despite
Mr. SANTOS’ noncooperation and nu-
merous attempts to mislead the com-
mittee, the Ethics Committee compiled
a staggering factual record against
him. My colleague, Chairman GUEST,
has already outlined all of the sub-
poenas and pages of documents and
witnesses, and I am not going to go
through that again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield an additional 30 seconds to the
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania.

Ms. WILD. Mr. Speaker, this achieve-
ment owes to the superb work of the
committee’s nonpartisan attorneys and
investigative staff who I would like to
sincerely thank for their efforts and
dedicated service to the House. I just
want to remind everyone that the Eth-
ics Committee is the only committee
in Congress that is completely bipar-
tisan, an equal number of Democrats
and Republicans, and this was a unani-
mous decision.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. HIG-
GINS).

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, many times in the course of
my life as a military police officer and
civilian police officer, I have had occa-
sion to say: Calm down, son. I have
heard your argument. I feel your pas-
sion. I understand your position, but
you are about to go too far. Just calm
down and step back.

This is what I advise my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to do. One of

November 30, 2023

my brothers here, whom I love and re-
spect, he is the man seated here, is
making a mistake.

Mr. Speaker, one of the gentleman
said we should be held to a higher
standard. We are talking about the re-
moval of a Member of Congress. Do we
want the American people to believe
that the opinions of Congressmen is a
higher standard than the deliberate
vote of the American people? Is a re-
port from a committee a higher stand-
ard than the 2-year election cycle as
established by our Founding Fathers
and enshrined in our Constitution?

Let’s calm down.

Mr. Speaker, I have spoken for 7
years to this body here, and very rarely
have I had a prepared statement, nor
do I today, but I am going to read a let-
ter that I distributed to my Republican
colleagues for the benefit of my Demo-
cratic colleagues that did not receive a
copy of the letter. Perhaps, I am wrong
for that. I considered sending you all
this letter. I did not, and I apologize
for that. The media has gotten it. It is
out there. It reads as follows:

‘““Although I completely respect the
work of our colleagues on the Ethics
Committee, I have serious concerns
about the way this particular case is
being handled, and I'll oppose the
GEORGE SANTOS expulsion.

“In the 7 years I've been a Member of
Congress, many Members have been
subject to campaign expenditure ethics
investigations. To my recollection,
Members have always had the oppor-
tunity to settle the matter by restitu-
tion, even if they disagreed with the
Ethics Committee conclusions. Fur-
ther, in many prior instances of allega-
tions of misconduct, I recall no mas-
sive media release from the Ethics
Committee. After a bit of a whispered
brush fire, the matter just went away.
Maybe the Member left Congress,
maybe the Member didn’t leave Con-
gress, but they weren’t publicly cru-
cified and expelled. The very fact that
we have all read the ‘investigative re-
port’ indicates a level of public char-
acter assassination that I have not wit-
nessed through four terms of congres-
sional service. It’s troubling to me,
that a Republican-led Ethics Com-
mittee would present itself as so
judgmental. Previous Ethics Com-
mittee investigations have always been
conducted quietly, reflective of our
constitutional standards of innocent
until proven guilty in a court of law.
Reports of similar allegations of cam-
paign finance violations like family va-
cations overseas and cosmetic dental
procedures and sexual adventures of
every sort have not historically been
released to the public. This particular
Ethics Committee investigation seems
to be quite public, and I am not seeing
any allowance for the Member to make
restitution of alleged campaign finance
violations. Full media disclosure, com-
bined with intention to move straight
to expulsion, appears weaponized to
me.

‘““‘Colleagues, you can believe what
you like, but the 56-page ‘Investigative
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Subcommittee Report’ is most cer-
tainly not written within the param-
eters normally found in an unbiased,
impartial investigative report. It’s
filled with conjecture, opinion, and pej-
orative language that no professional
investigative report should include, no
experienced cop would present to a
D.A., and no impartial D.A. would ever
present to a court as unbiased. You
may accept this report as grounds for
expulsion from Congress, but I say no.
It’s not right, the totality of cir-
cumstance appears biased, it stinks of
politics, and I'll oppose this action in
every way. Perhaps my colleagues
should step back from expulsion, look
in the mirror, reflect upon the long es-
tablished historical record of congres-
sional behavior, consider the Founders’
intent, and let we the people of New
York determine their Representative.
This report is posing as an objective
presentation of fact, yet it is most cer-
tainly written with notable disregard
for professional objectivity, and it is
wrapped in a media incensed public dis-
closure that any reasonable man can
see is the congressional equivalent of a
public crucifixion. I'm stunned that
Members would cheer for this public
shaming and expulsion. It’s like wit-
nessing an otherwise fair and compas-
sionate village gather to celebrate the
burning of an alleged witch.

‘“‘Since the Civil War, only two Mem-
bers of Congress have been expelled,
and both had been convicted in court of
Federal crimes. That’s the standard,
and the House of Representatives
should not deviate from that standard.
I'm a solid no on expulsion, and I en-
courage every Member to carefully
consider what kind of precedent we are
setting.”

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate this oppor-
tunity to encourage my colleagues sin-
cerely on both sides of the aisle to step
back from this expulsion.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
fully respect my friend from Louisiana
and have much love for him. I want to
reassure: No one is cheering for this
Ethics report.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LALOTA), a fellow Long
Islander and friend.

Mr. LALOTA. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to address three issues in hopes of
persuading my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle who at this time are
either against or undecided about ex-
pelling GEORGE SANTOS to ultimately
vote ‘‘yes.”” Those three issues are:
fraud, due process, and election integ-
rity.

Regarding fraud, Mr. Speaker, both
Federal and State laws would require
jail time or a monetary fine or both for
any of our constituents who tricked
another person into an agreement to
another American’s disadvantage.

Here, in the 2022 election, by his own
admission, GEORGE SANTOS induced
New York voters and donors through-
out the Nation to support him by
fraudulently creating an entire new
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person that donors and voters would
support. SANTOS did this intentionally,
figuring the uneducated, under-
employed, and person of simple means
he actually is could not earn the sup-
port of voters and donors.
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The facts of GEORGE SANTOS’ fraud
are not in dispute. GEORGE SANTOS is
not the person he offered to voters. He
didn’t work where he said he did. He
didn’t go to school where he said he
did. He is far from rich. He is not Jew-
ish. His mother was not in the South
Tower during 9/11.

Therefore, the argument that New
Yorkers voted GEORGE SANTOS in and
that we should wait until November
2024 for voters to decide his fate is in-
herently flawed since voters weren’t
given a fair chance to determine who
they were actually voting for, Mr.
Speaker.

While our constituents would go to
jail or be fined for similar lies, one
question we have before us today is
whether we are going to hold GEORGE
SANTOS to the same standard to which
our constituents are held or a lesser
one.

Regarding due process, Mr. Speaker,
we should clear up some things. It has
been a while since I took Professor
Sample’s civil procedures class or Pro-
fessor Ku’s constitutional law class,
but the due process clauses in our Fifth
and 14th Amendments do not apply to
House proceedings.

Rather, the constitutional pro-
ceeding which does apply here is Arti-
cle I, Section 5, Clause 2, which states
clearly and simply: ‘“Each House may
determine the rules of its proceedings,
punish its Members for disorderly be-
havior, and, with the concurrence of
two-thirds, expel a Member.”” It is that
simple, Mr. Speaker.

While constitutional due process does
not apply here, GEORGE SANTOS has ac-
tually been afforded every single ele-
ment of it through the bipartisan Eth-
ics Committee process. Due process re-
quires notice and opportunity to be
heard and a decision by a fair and im-
partial tribunal.

First, SANTOS got his notice when the
Ethics Committee informed him of the
probe into his conduct.

Second, SANTOS had every oppor-
tunity to be heard when the Ethics
Committee invited him to confront the
accusations against him, an invitation
SANTOS rejected.

Finally, his tribunal is us, the House
of Representatives, whose collective
impartiality is proven every day by the
partisan fights we have day in and day
out.

Mr. Speaker, while this proceeding is
not covered by the Due Process Clause,
GEORGE SANTOS has indeed been af-
forded much more process than a per-
son in his shoes deserves.

Mr. Speaker, let me speak on the
matter of election integrity. Before I
came to the House, I was my county’s
elections commissioner for 7 years,
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where I fought for more integrity in
our elections. As elections commis-
sioner, I fought for removing deceased
voters from our rolls, for voter ID,
against fraudulently submitted absen-
tee ballots, and against voters being
registered in two different places.

Following the 2016 and 2020 elections,
Members of Congress from both sides of
the aisle voted not to certify those
elections, stating the results were not
reliable.

Tomorrow, by voting ‘‘yes” to expul-
sion, Republicans and Democrats can
stand for election integrity and against
voter fraud because there is no more
provable case of election fraud before
this Congress than GEORGE SANTOS’
2022 election fraud.

Mr. Speaker, I offer that New York-
ers from Queens and Nassau Counties
deserve better than GEORGE SANTOS, a
total fraud and serial liar, representing
them in Congress. Each day that Mr.
SANTOS is allowed to remain a Member
of Congress, my New York neighbors to
the west are being denied real represen-
tation in these Halls. That is because
their Representative is incapable of
getting a bill passed, a project funded,
or even sitting on a committee because
he lacks the minimum amount of trust
necessary to be a Member of Congress.

Today, the best way to support my
fellow New Yorkers and overcome
GEORGE SANTOS’ fraud is to expel
GEORGE SANTOS from the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ).

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, I do not be-
lieve that the Long Island crew is act-
ing in bad faith, just exceedingly bad
judgment. Here is why. Since the be-
ginning of this Congress, there are only
two ways you get expelled: You get
convicted of a crime, or you partici-
pated in the Civil War. Neither apply
to GEORGE SANTOS.

I rise not to defend GEORGE SANTOS,
whoever he is, but to defend the very
precedent that my colleagues are will-
ing to shatter.

Let’s speak to due process. Mr.
SANTOS hasn’t been convicted of any-
thing, but we haven’t even moved to
expel the people who have.

Mr. BOWMAN pled guilty to a mis-
demeanor for his little fire alarm stunt
weeks ago. While the Ethics Com-
mittee is marching to throw GEORGE
SANTOS out of Congress, they take no
action as to someone who actually pled
guilty to a crime? What is that all
about?

Then, there is all this talk about,
well, he could have testified to the Eth-
ics Committee, and he didn’t, so he had
his due process. That belies the fact
that he faces a trial. Had Mr. SANTOS
testified before the Ethics Committee,
an argument could have been made
that he waived any of his rights that he
would have had at trial, that any
American would enjoy. It was a proce-
dural double bind that shouldn’t be
held against Mr. SANTOS as some sort
of adverse inference.
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Let’s also talk about this precedent.
The fact pattern as to Mr. SANTOS is
remarkably similar to the fact pattern
of former Representative Duncan Hun-
ter. Duncan Hunter used campaign
money on girlfriends, trips, home im-
provements, and all sorts of personal
lavishes. He was indicted for those
crimes and continued to serve in Con-
gress. He pled guilty to a number of
those crimes and continued to serve in
Congress. He was in Congress for, like,
an additional pay period after having
pled guilty to the very same things
that Mr. SANTOS has been indicted for.

I think it is persuasive to me that
Mr. HIGGINS and Mr. NEHLS, two law
enforcement officials with sterling rep-
utations, are here not necessarily to
defend Mr. SANTOS but to defend this
precedent and this due process that is
being shattered.

I was struck when the author of this
resolution said the quiet part out loud.
He didn’t try to shoehorn the expulsion
of GEORGE SANTOS into some existing
construct or precedent. He said, yep,
we are making a whole new precedent,
and we are making whole new rules
right now. However, he defends that by
saying that the new rules are better,
that it is a higher standard, so we
should just throw away everything
that has happened from the First Con-
gress to the 118th because the new
precedent is more robust. The problem
is, it is a lower standard for due proc-
ess without merit.

Mr. Speaker, whatever Mr. SANTOS
did with Botox or OnlyFans is far less
concerning to me than the indictment
against Senator MENENDEZ, who is
holding gold bars inscribed with Arabic
on them from Egypt while he is still
getting classified briefings today. He is
not getting thrown out of the Senate.
He is getting classified briefings. He is
under indictment for bribery, but be-
cause SANTOS was buying Botox and
OnlyFans, we have to throw him out?

If GEORGE SANTOS is convicted, he
ought to be expelled. Until then, it is
an incredibly dangerous thing for peo-
ple in Washington, D.C., to substitute
their judgment for the judgment of
voters.

Winston Churchill said that in a de-
mocracy people get the government
that they deserve. Well, the people of
Mr. SANTOS’ district elected him. This
is not some district in rural Mississippi
with, like, one newspaper. This is New
York City, and GEORGE SANTOS rolls in
there, wins, and do you know what? It
is between him and his voters, him and
the justice system.

The fact that the Ethics Committee
has done this incredible violation of
precedent will do grave damage to this
institution for many years to come be-
cause now there is no requirement for
any conviction. There is a departure
from the precedent from the Duncan
Hunter matter and many others, and I
fear that may indicate what lies ahead
for the future of due process in the
House of Representatives.
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Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROBERT GARCIA).

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.
Mr. Speaker, truth and justice are cru-
cial components of a healthy and
strong democracy. It speaks to the
public trust we hold and the dignity of
this institution.

As a freshman Member of Congress, 1
take the oath very seriously. I love
this country deeply, and we should all
have intentions to defend it.

That is why I rise today to defend the
integrity of the House and to support
the expulsion of Representative
SANTOS. I wish no personal harm to the
Representative from New York, and I
imagine it is a difficult moment for
him and for the institution. However, 1
believe strongly that he must be held
accountable for his actions as well as
his lies.

He fabricated his qualifications and
his background. He lied to the FEC and
participated in unemployment fraud.
That is why he is under a serious 23-
count indictment.

The bipartisan report is out. It is
damning. It should convince all Mem-
bers to vote for this expulsion.

People want better from Congress.
They want good and ethical govern-
ment. They deserve the truth.

I once again ask the Representative
from New York to resign and save him-
self and the country from this vote. If
not, I encourage a ‘‘yes’ vote to re-
store integrity to the body and to expel
Representative SANTOS.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, you
know, I hear a lot the lines, ‘I encour-
age Representative SANTOS to resign,”
and, ‘“Do the right thing,” which is re-
sign. What I hear is people don’t want
to take this vote.

I am just here. I am willing to take
the vote. Take the vote, guys. I am
okay with it. This is your time. This is
what they have all built up to all year.

The most damning feature of this
farce is the total perversion of the pri-
orities of this body and this Con-
ference, which ran on the Commitment
to America.

Yes, witch hunting GEORGE SANTOS is
great. Right there, I remember that on
the top line of the Commitment to
America.

This Conference has failed to pass
four different appropriations bills, Mr.
Speaker. It had rules fail on the floor.
We had Members weaponizing the
Rules Committee because it didn’t do
what they wanted. Our borders are
wide open. It is a no man’s land being
run by NGOs.

Yet, this Congress has now taken
three measures and the insurmount-
able amount of time that goes behind
them to expel a Member duly elected
by the people of the Third District of
New York.

I didn’t think that my tenure in Con-
gress would be this way, Mr. Speaker. I
came here to do work. I came here to
pass and work on conservative legisla-
tion. I have a stellar conservative
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record that I am proud of. The work I
have done in this body I am proud of.
The votes I have taken in this body I
am proud of. Every vote that I have
taken that might have been against
leadership, I stand by those votes not
because I disrespect leadership but be-
cause I want a more conservative agen-
da for our country.

Now, I can’t say the same thing
about some of my colleagues, espe-
cially the ones most adamant to re-
move me, almost as if we remove him,
there is no comparison. It is that much
simpler. They can go home and say
they are conservative. They won’t
know what a real conservative will
look like on Long Island. That is just
the reality. The votes are there.

Now, let’s talk about the fact of due
process that everybody seems to say
that I have taken and have received.
You know, it is no secret in this body
that, obviously, I have an ongoing
process with the DOJ. I was given a
deadline, an unrealistic deadline, to
testify before the committee the same
day that I had to go to court. They
gave us a hard-line, yes or no answer.
They wouldn’t settle for anything else.

That was the deadline. I could not
surpass that date, which means it was
either I go to New York City to adhere
to my DOJ case or go to the Ethics
Committee. No disrespect to the com-
mittee—I have incurred over $200,000 of
legal fees that have been predomi-
nantly paid for, so to suggest that I
have not complied with them is yet an-
other lie.

They have received every document
they have asked for. Documents we did
not have, we have told them that we
don’t have them. We don’t have access
to what you are asking for. They per-
sisted and insisted in inventing docu-
ments, communication between myself
and people that did not exist—thus,
communication. We informed them.
This was all on the record.

However, I rise and question again to
the chairman: Will he set the record
straight that his expulsion resolution
contradicts the findings of his report?
Which one is it? Am I guilty of a sexual
harassment claim, or am I not? The re-
port says I am not. His filing on this
expulsion resolution says I am. That is
a very serious allegation, one that I
sought to see the end of where the Of-
fice of Congressional Ethics sent a re-
ferral to the investigative sub-
committee saying that they did not
suggest further investigation into the
matter because it lacked credibility,
yet it sits on their expulsion resolu-
tion.
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Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I call that hypocrisy,
more lying, more swamp behavior from
this body, the same reason that Ameri-
cans have no trust in this body because
unfortunately, far too often too many
of our colleagues here will speak from
both sides of their mouths without re-
gard to who it might hurt.
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As it is said, people in this town will
hurt people a whole lot so they can
benefit just a little bit.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, may
I inquire as to how much time is re-
maining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
D’ESPOSITO) has 2 minutes remaining.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MOLINARO).

Mr. MOLINARO. Dear God, Mr.
Speaker, my future former colleague is
divorced from reality. He has manufac-
tured his entire life to defraud the vot-
ers of his district of an honest choice
for a Member of Congress.

He has lied to donors and to col-
leagues, taking advantage of election
law, using campaign funds to person-
ally benefit himself, and he has de-
famed not only his office but the insti-
tution itself.

I was not elected, nor any of us, to
defend a precedent. I was elected to de-
fend the United States Constitution.
My colleague, in the most truthful
thing he said today, said, we don’t
want to be compared to him. My col-
league is damn right. I do not want to
be compared to him.

The voters that sent me here expect
an independent voice, expect us to use
the rules of the House, and expect us to
stand up for the very decency and laws
of this country in protecting the Con-
stitution.

He has lost the right to serve in this
House, and I will vote to expel him.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, may
I inquire as to how much time is re-
maining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
D’EsSPOSITO) has 1 minute remaining.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 45 seconds to the gentleman from
New York (Mr. LAWLER).

Mr. LAWLER. Mr. Speaker, of all the
lies that GEORGE SANTOS told, two are
the most jarring: that his mother per-
ished in 9/11—was in the building, got
cancer from 9/11, or that his parents or
grandparents fled the Holocaust. In
both instances, Mr. SANTOS used tragic
events in history to try and propel
himself to public office.

Worse than that, he not only de-
frauded the voters of the Third Dis-
trict, he also defrauded donors, steal-
ing their money for personal gain.

The facts and the evidence are clear.
He can defend himself in a court of law,
but for the purposes of this body, he
has to go. It is time to expel GEORGE
SANTOS.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, may I in-
quire as to how much time is remain-
ing.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SANTOS)
has 8 minutes remaining.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Mr. D’ESPOSITO. May I inquire as to
how much time is remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from New York (Mr.
D’ESPOSITO) has 15 seconds remaining.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 15 seconds to my friend from Ohio
(Mr. MILLER).

Mr. MILLER of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
will keep this very brief.

I, myself, have been a victim of
GEORGE SANTOS, as well as other Mem-
bers of Congress, in terms of defrauding
through public donations.

I received an ethics complaint from
the FEC for which I had to spend tens
of thousands to defend myself.

You, sir, are a crook.

I know I should direct my comments
to the Chair.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
have the gentleman from Ohio’s words
stricken from the record, please.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is not timely. I would
remind Members to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, hypocrisy, as I men-
tioned. My colleague wants to come up
here and call me a crook, the same col-
league who is accused of being a
woman beater.

Are we really going to ignore the fact
that we all have pasts, and we all have
the media coming out against us on a
daily basis?

Every last one of us has struggled
with every little ounce of what happens
in public service. I can go and read
about all my colleagues.

I am not going to stand here to
smear them. I am not going to stand
here and use the time I have to say ill
things about my colleagues. I refuse to
stoop to that level.

The only thing I want to make clear
is if tomorrow when this vote is on the
floor, it is in the conscience of all my
colleagues that they believe that this
is the correct thing to do, so be it.

Take the vote. I am at peace. Wheth-
er I get expelled or I don’t, I have ac-
cepted that I cannot control that fate,
Mr. Speaker.

I have done the best I can to serve in
this body and to deliver the best I can
in my campaign promises to vote as a
conservative voice in this body. I stand
by that.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. HIGGINS).

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, what I ask of my colleagues,
again, very respectfully on both sides
of the aisle, is to just step back from
this moment and reflect upon the sa-
cred right of the American people to
determine their representation in our
representative Republic. This is not a
right that has been enumerated for this
Congress.

The American people run this thing.
I believe the people of the Third Dis-
trict of New York are quite capable of
removing Representative SANTOS if
they choose to do so.
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In the history of our Nation, we have
never done what we are poised to do.
Since the Civil War, two Members of
Congress have been removed by expul-
sion, both having been convicted of
Federal crimes. The people of these
United States own the sacred right to
remove their Representative.

This is reflective of our oath. I say
this sincerely to my beloved col-
leagues, to step back from this egre-
gious act that you have threatened.

Reflect upon the American people
that we serve, the oath that we have
sworn, and allow the people of New
York to cast their vote as they see fit.

Mr. Speaker, I am prayerful that
righteousness will, indeed, touch the
heart of every Member of Congress in
this consideration, just as I am prayer-
ful that righteousness touches the
heart as voting Americans across the
country determine who their Rep-
resentative will be.

I have faith that this anointed Na-
tion, touched by the hand of God as our
Constitution was debated and devel-
oped and the writ thereof was deter-
mined, I have faith in that document,
and I am prayerful that my colleagues
Republican and my colleagues Demo-
crat will grant that sacred right as de-
termined by our Constitution to the
people to whom it belongs—in this
case, the people of the Third District of
New York.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all Mem-
bers to oppose the expulsion of Rep-
resentative GEORGE SANTOS.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the previous question is or-
dered on the resolution.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on adoption of the resolu-
tion.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

——

NO FUNDS FOR IRANIAN
TERRORISM ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 891 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 5961.

Will the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
STEUBE) kindly take the chair.

0 15653
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
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House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5961) to freeze certain Iranian funds in-
volved in the 2023 hostage deal between
the United States and Iran, and for
other purposes, with Mr. STEUBE (Act-
ing Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 12, offered by the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. JACKSON) had
been postponed.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments
printed in part C of House Report 118-
280 on which further proceedings were
postponed, in the following order:

Amendment No. 1 by
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania.

Amendment No. 5 by Mr. OGLES of
Tennessee.

Amendment No. 6 by Mr. OGLES of
Tennessee.

Amendment No. 8 by Mr. OGLES of
Tennessee.

Amendment No. 9 by Mr. PFLUGER of
Texas.

Amendment No. 10 by Ms. PORTER of
California.

Amendment No. 12 by Jackson of Illi-
nois.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the minimum time for any electronic
vote after the first vote in this series.

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR.
FITZPATRICK

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 1, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FITZPATRICK), on which further
proceedings were postponed and on
which the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate the
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

Mr.

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 412, noes 11,
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 16, as
follows:

[Roll No. 680]

AYES—412
Adams Beatty Buchanan
Aderholt Bentz Buck
Aguilar Bera Bucshon
Allen Bergman Budzinski
Allred Beyer Burchett
Amo Bice Burgess
Amodei Biggs Burlison
Armstrong Bilirakis Calvert
Arrington Bishop (GA) Cammack
Auchincloss Bishop (NC) Caraveo
Babin Blumenauer Carbajal
Bacon Blunt Rochester ~ Cardenas
Baird Boebert Carey
Balderson Bonamici Carl
Balint Bost Carson
Banks Boyle (PA) Carter (GA)
Barr Brecheen Carter (LA)
Barragan Brown Carter (TX)
Bean (FL) Brownley Cartwright

Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Connolly
Correa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)

Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee

Kiley
Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch

Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann
Manning
Mast

Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
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McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Moylan
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Norton
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Peltola
Pence
Perez

Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Plaskett
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Quigley
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Ross
Rouzer

Roy

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salinas
Séanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
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Soto Tiffany Waltz
Spanberger Timmons Wasserman
Spartz Titus Schultz
Stansbury Tokuda Waters
Stanton Tonko Watson Coleman
Stauber Torres (CA) Weber (TX)
Steel ) Torres (NY) Webster (FL)
Stelfamk Trahan Wenstrup
Steil Trone Westerman
Steube Turner Wexton
Stevens Underwood X
Strickland Valadao Wud,
Strong Van Drew Williams (GA)
Swalwell Van Duyne Williams (NY)
Sykes Van Orden Williams (TX)
Takano Vargas Wilson (FL)
Tenney Vasquez Wittman
Thanedar Veasey Womack
Thompson (CA) Velazquez Yakym
Thompson (MS) Wagner Zinke
Thompson (PA) Walberg

NOES—11
Bowman Green, Al (TX) Pressley
Bush Lee (PA) Ramirez
Casar Massie Tlaib
Garcia (IL) Omar

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Santos
NOT VOTING—16
Alford Kelly (PA) Radewagen
Costa McCarthy Sablan
Gonzalez-Colon  Moore (WI) Salazar
Jackson (TX) Ocasio-Cortez Wilson (SC)
Jackson Lee Pelosi
Johnson (OH) Phillips
0O 1625
Messrs. SCOTT of Virginia and

JOHNSON of Georgia changed their
vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Chair, had |
been present, | would have voted “aye” on
rollcall No. 680.

AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 5, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
OGLES), on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the ayes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 422, noes 1,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 16, as
follows:

[Roll No. 681]

AYES—422
Adams Bacon Bice
Aderholt Baird Biggs
Aguilar Balderson Bilirakis
Alford Balint Bishop (GA)
Allen Banks Bishop (NC)
Allred Barragan Blumenauer
Amo Bean (FL) Blunt Rochester
Amodei Beatty Boebert
Armstrong Bentz Bonamici
Arrington Bera Bost
Auchincloss Bergman Bowman
Babin Beyer Boyle (PA)
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Brecheen
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Bush
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey
Carl
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Clyde
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott

Frost

Fry

Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes

Hern

Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill

Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur

Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee

Kiley

Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
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Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Moylan
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Norton
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Pingree
Plaskett
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Ross
Rouzer
Roy

Ruiz
Ruppersberger

Rutherford Stansbury Van Drew
Ryan Stanton Van Duyne
Salinas Stauber Van Orden
Sanchez Steel Vargas
Sarbanes Stefanik Vasquez
Scalise Steil Veasey
Scanlon Steube Velazquez
Schakowsky Stevens Wagner
Schiff Strickland Walber
. g
Schneider Strong Waltz
Scholten Swalwell
Schrier Sykes Wasserman
Schweikert Takano Schultz
Scott (VA) Tenney Waters
Scott, Austin Thanedar Watson Coleman
Scott, David Thompson (CA) ~ Weber (TX)
Self Thompson (MS)  Webster (FL)
Sessions Thompson (PA) Wenstrup
Sherman Tiffany Westerman
Sherrill Timmons Wexton
Simpson Titus wild
Slotkin Tlaib Williams (GA)
Smith (MO) Tokuda Williams (NY)
Smith (NE) Tonko Williams (TX)
Smith (NJ) Torres (CA) Wilson (FL)
Smith (WA) Torres (NY) Wilson (SC)
Smucker Trahan Wittman
Sorensen Trone
Womack
Soto Turner
Spanberger Underwood Y?kym
Spartz Valadao Zinke
NOES—1
Massie
ANSWERED “PRESENT’—1
Santos
NOT VOTING—16
Barr Johnson (OH) Phillips
D’Esposito Kelly (PA) Radewagen
Gonzalez, McCarthy Sablan
Vicente Ocasio-Cortez Salazar
Gonzalez-Colon  Omar Sewell
Jackson Lee Pelosi

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1629

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated for:

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, had | been present, |
would have voted “aye” on rollcall No. 681.

AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 6, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
OGLES), on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the ayes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 241, noes 181,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 17, as
follows:

[Roll No. 682]

AYES—241
Aderholt Babin Bean (FL)
Alford Bacon Bentz
Allen Baird Bergman
Amodei Balderson Bice
Armstrong Banks Biggs
Arrington Barr Bilirakis

Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Castor (FL)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud

Clyde

Cole

Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell

Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)

Adams
Aguilar
Allred

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Carbajal
Cardenas

Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hoyer
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Morelle
Moylan

NOES—181

Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Davids (KS)

H6023

Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Pappas
Peltola
Pence

Perez

Perry

Peters
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stevens
Strong
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao

Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Veasey
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
wild
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Davis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)



H6024

Garcia, Robert McBath Schiff
Goldman (NY) McClellan Schneider
Gomez McCollum Scholten
Green, Al (TX) McGarvey Schrier
Grijalva McGovern Scott (VA)
Hayes Meeks Sewell
Higgins (NY) Menendez Sherman
Himes Meng Sherrill
Horsford Moore (WI) Slotkin
Houlahan Moskowitz Smith (WA)
Hoyle (OR) Moulton Sorensen
Huffman Mrvan Soto
Ivey Mullin Spanberger
Jackson (IL) Nadler Stansbury
Jackson (NC) Napolitano Stanton
Jacobs Neal Strickland
Jayapal Neguse Swalwell
Jeffries Nickel Sykes
Johnson (GA) Norcross Takano
Kamlager-Dove Norton Thompson (CA)
Keating Panetta Thompson (MS)
Kelly (IL) Pascrell Titus
Khanna Payne Tlaib
Kildee Pettersen Tokuda
Kilmer Pingree Tonko
Kim (NJ) Pocan Torres (CA)
Krishnamoorthi  Porter Torres (NY)
Kuster Pressley Trahan
Larsen (WA) Quigley Trone
Larson (CT) Ramirez Underwood
Lee (CA) Raskin Vargas
Lee (PA) Ross Vasquez
Leger Fernandez Ruiz Velazquez
Levin Ryan Wasserman
Lieu Salinas Schultz
Lofgren Sanchez Watson Coleman
Lynch Sarbanes Wexton
Magaziner Scanlon Williams (GA)
Matsui Schakowsky Wilson (FL)
ANSWERED “PRESENT’"—1
Santos
NOT VOTING—17

Carson Johnson (OH) Phillips
Gonzalez, Kelly (PA) Plaskett

Vicente McCarthy Radewagen
Gonzalez-Colon  Ocasio-Cortez Sablan
Griffith Omar Salazar
Jackson Lee Pelosi Waters

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1633

Mr. PETERS and Ms. LEE of Nevada
changed their vote from ‘‘no” to ‘‘aye.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 8, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
OGLES), on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the ayes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 226, noes 199,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 14, as
follows:

[Roll No. 683]

AYES—226
Aderholt Allen Armstrong
Alford Amodei Arrington

Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks

Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Gimenez

Adams
Aguilar
Allred

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson

Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez-Colon
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney

NOES—199

Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
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Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Moskowitz
Moylan
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Owens
Palmer
Pappas
Peltola
Pence

Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert

November 30, 2023

Goldman (NY) Massie Schakowsky
Gomez Matsui Schiff
Gonzalez, McBath Schneider

Vicente McClellan Scholten
Gottheimer McCollum Schrier
Grgen, Al (TX) McGarvey Scott (VA)
Grijalva McGovern Sewell
Harder (CA) Meeks Sherman
Hayes Menendez Sherrill
Higgins (NY) Meng Slotkin
Himes Mfume X
Horsford Moore (WI) Smith (WA)
Houlahan Morelle Sorensen
Hoyer Moulton Soto
Hoyle (OR) Mrvan Spanberger
Huffman Mullin Stansbury
Ivey Nadler Stanton
Jackson (IL) Napolitano Stevens
Jackson (NC) Neal Strickland
Jacobs Neguse Swalwell
Jayapal Nickel Sykes
Jeffries Norcross Takano
Johnson (GA) Norton Thanedar
Kamlager-Dove Omar Thompson (CA)
Kaptur Pallone Thompson (MS)
Keating Panetta Titus
Kelly (IL) Pascrell Tlaib
Khanna Payne Tokuda
Kildee Peters Tonko
Kilmer Pettersen Torres (CA)
Kim (NJ) Pingree

X : Torres (NY)
Krishnamoorthi  Plaskett Trahan
Kuster Pocan Trone
Landsman Porter
Larsen (WA) Quigley Underwood
Larson (CT) Ramirez Vargas
Lee (CA) Raskin Vasquez
Lee (PA) Ross Veasey
Leger Fernandez Ruiz Velazquez
Levin Ruppersberger Wasserman
Lieu Ryan Schultz
Lofgren Salinas Watson Coleman
Lynch Sanchez Wexton
Magaziner Sarbanes Wwild
Manning Scanlon Williams (GA)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Santos
NOT VOTING—14
Dingell McCarthy Radewagen
Jackson Lee Ocasio-Cortez Sablan
Johnson (OH) Pelosi Waters
Kelly (PA) Phillips Wilson (FL)
Lee (NV) Pressley

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1636

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

Stated against:

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Chair, had | been
present, | would have voted “no” on rolicall
No. 683, Ogles No. 8.

AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. PFLUGER

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 9, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
PFLUGER), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 231, noes 198,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 11, as
follows:



November 30, 2023

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesdJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino

Adams
Aguilar
Allred

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera

Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown

[Roll No. 684]

AYES—231

Garcia, Mike
Gimenez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez-Colon
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt

Issa

Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)

Lee (NV)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Malliotakis
Maloy

Mann

Mast

McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills

NOES—198

Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
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Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Moskowitz
Moylan
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles

Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Peltola
Pence

Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stevens
Strong
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette

DeLauro Kuster Ruiz
DelBene Larsen (WA) Ruppersberger
Deluzio Larson (CT) Ryan
DeSaulnier Lee (CA) Salinas
Dingell Lee (PA) Sanchez
Doggett Leger Fernandez Sarbanes
Escobar Levin Scanlon
Eshoo Lieu Schakowsky
Espaillat Lofgren Schiff
Evans Lynch Schneider
Fletcher Magaziner Scholten
Foster Manning Schrier
Foushee Massie Scott (VA)
Frankel, Lois Matsui Sewell
Frost McBath Sherman
Gallego McClellan Sherrill
Garamendi McCollum Slotkin
Garcila (IL) McGarvey Smith (WA)
Garcia (TX) McGovern Sorensen
Garcia, Robert Meeks Soto
Golden (ME) Menendez Spanberger
Goldman (NY) Meng Stansbury
Gomez Mfume Stanton
Gonzalez, Moore (WI) Strickland
Vicente Morelle Swalwell
Green, Al (TX) Moulton Sykes
Grijalva Mullin Takano
Harder (CA) Nadler Thompson (CA)
Hayes Napolitano Thompson (MS)
Higgins (NY) Neal Titus
Himes Neguse Tlaib
Horsford Nickel Tokuda
Houlahan Norcross Tonko
Hoyer Norton Torres (CA)
Hoyle (OR) Omar Torres (NY)
Huffman Panetta Trahan
Ivey Pappas Trone
Jacobs Pascrell Underwood
Jayapal Payne Vargas
Jeffries Peters Vasquez
Johnson (GA) Pettersen Veasey
Kamlager-Dove Pingree Velazquez
Kaptur Plaskett Wasserman
Keating Pocan Schultz
Kelly (IL) Porter Waters
Khanna Pressley Watson Coleman
Kildee Quigley Wexton
Kilmer Ramirez Wwild
Kim (NJ) Raskin Williams (GA)
Krishnamoorthi  Ross Wilson (FL)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Santos
NOT VOTING—11
Jackson (IL) McCarthy Phillips
Jackson Lee Mrvan Radewagen
Johnson (OH) Ocasio-Cortez Sablan

Kelly (PA)

Pelosi

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1639

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MS. PORTER

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 10, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PORTER), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 399, noes 28,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 12, as
follows:

Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Alford
Allen
Allred
Amo
Amodei
Armstrong
Auchincloss
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Balint
Banks
Barr
Barragan
Beatty
Bentz
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Bice
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brecheen
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burchett
Burgess
Bush
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey
Carl
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Cline
Cloud
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Comer
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crane
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Dayvis (NC)
De La Cruz
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier

[Roll No. 685]
AYES—399

DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ezell
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, Scott
Frost
Fry
Gaetz
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gongzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gonzalez-Colon
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Issa
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson (TX)
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove

H6025

Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Lynch
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Massie
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Moylan
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Norton
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Pallone
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Palmer Schneider Timmons
Panetta Scholten Titus
Pappas Schrier Tlaib
Pascrell Schweikert Tokuda
Payne Scott (VA) Tonko
Peltola Scott, Austin Torres (CA)
Pence Scott, David Torres (NY)
Perez Sewell Trahan
Peters Sherman Trone
Pettersen Sherrill Turner
Pfluger Slotkin Underwood
Pingree Smith (MO) Valadao
Plaskett Smith (NE) Van Drew
Pocan Smith (NJ) Van Duyne
Porter Smith (WA) Van Orden
Pressley Smucker Vargas
Quigley Sorensen Vasquez
Ramirez Soto Veasey
Raskin Spanberger Velazquez
Reschenthaler Spartz Wagner
Rodgers (WA) Stansbury Walberg
Rogers (AL) Stanton Wasserman
Rogers (KY) Stauber Schultz
Rose Steel Waters
Ross Stefanik Watson Coleman
Rouzer Steil Webster (FL)
Ruiz Steube Wenstrup
Ruppersberger Stevens Westerman
Rutherford Strickland Wexton
Ryan Strong Wild
Salazar Swalwell Williams (GA)
Salinas Sykes Williams (NY)
Sanchez Takano Williams (TX)
Sarbanes Tenney Wilson (FL)
Scalise Thanedar Wilson (SC)
Scanlon Thompson (CA) Wittman
Schakowsky Thompson (MS)  Womack
Schiff Thompson (PA) Yakym
NOES—28

Babin Fulcher Roy
Bean (FL) Gosar Self
Bishop (NC) Harris Sessions
Buck Hunt Simpson
Burlison Lee (NV) Tiffany
Clyde Mills Waltz
Collins Omar Weber (TX)
Crawford Perry Zinke
Ellzey Posey
Fallon Rosendale

ANSWERED “PRESENT”’—1

Santos
NOT VOTING—12

Arrington LaMalfa Pelosi
Jackson Lee Loudermilk Phillips
Johnson (OH) McCarthy Radewagen
Kelly (PA) Ocasio-Cortez Sablan

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1643

Ms. LEE of Nevada changed her vote
from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

So the amendment was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Chair, during Roll
Call votes on amendments to H.R. 5961, two
of my votes were not recorded correctly. On
Ogles No. 8, | intended to vote “aye”. On Por-
ter No. 10, | intended to vote “aye”. Had my
vote been recorded correctly, | would have
voted “aye” on rollcall No. 683 and “aye” on
rollcall No. 685.
AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MR. JACKSON OF

ILLINOIS

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 12, printed in
part C of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
JACKSON), on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the noes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

the

The Clerk redesignated the amend-

ment.

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-

minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 194, noes 236,
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 9, as

follows:

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Burchett
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Crockett
Crow
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frost

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)

[Roll No. 686]

AYES—19%4

Gaetz
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Lee (PA)
Levin
Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Massie
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Nickel

NOES—236

Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burgess

Norcross
Norton
Omar
Panetta
Pascrell
Payne

Perez
Pettersen
Pingree
Plaskett
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin

Ross

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Veasey
Velazquez
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud
Clyde

Cole
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Collins Hunt Owens
Comer Issa Pallone
Craig Jackson (NC) Palmer
Crane Jackson (TX) Pappas
Crawford James Peltola
Crenshaw Johnson (SD) Pence
Cueuar Jordan Perry
Cl}rms ) Joyce (OH) Peters
D'E§p051to Joyce (PA) Pfluger
Davidson Kean (NJ) Posey
De La Crpz Kglly (MS) Reschenthaler
DesJarlais Kiggans (VA) R

) . odgers (WA)
Diaz-Balart Kiley Rogers (AL)
Donalds Kim (CA)
Duarte Kustoff Rogers (KY)
Duncan LaHood Rose
Dunn (FL) LaLota Rosendale
Edwards LaMalfa Rouzer
Ellzey Lamborn Roy
Emmer Landsman Rutherford
Estes Langworthy Ryan
Ezell Latta Salazar
Fallon LaTurner Scalise
Feenstra Lawler Schneider
Ferguson Lee (FL) Scott, Austin
Finstad Lee (NV) Self
Fischbach Leger Fernandez Sessions
Fitzgerald Lesko Simpson
Fitzpatrick Letlow Smith (MO)
Fleischmann Lieu Smith (NE)
Flood Loudermilk Smith (NJ)
Foxx Lucas Smucker
Frankel, Lois Luetkemeyer Soto
Franklin, Scott Luna Stauber
Fry Luttrell Steel
Fulcher Mace Stefanik
Gallagher Malliotakis Steil
Garbarino Maloy Steube
Ggrcia, Mike Mann‘ Strong
Gimenez Manning Tenney
Golden (ME) Mast Thompson (PA)
Gonzales, Tony McCau} Tiffany
C hoente McClinock  Lmmons
Gonzalez-Colon  McCormick $E§lﬁ )
Good (VA) McHenry Valadao
Gooden (TX) Meuser Van Drew
Gosar Miller (IL) Van Duyne
Gottheimer Miller (OH) Van Orden
Granger Miller (WV) v
Graves (LA) Miller-Meeks asquez
Graves (MO) Mills Wagner
Green (TN) Molinaro Walberg
Greene (GA) Moolenaar Waltz
Grothman Mooney Wasserman
Guest Moore (AL) Schultz
Guthrie Moore (UT) Weber (TX)
Hageman Moran Webster (FL)
Harris Moskowitz Wenstrup
Harshbarger Moylan Westerman
Hern Murphy Williams (NY)
Higgins (LA) Nehls Williams (TX)
Hill Newhouse Wilson (SC)
Hinson Norman Wittman
Houchin Nunn (IA) Womack
Hudson Obernolte Yakym
Huizenga Ogles Zinke

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Santos

NOT VOTING—9

Jackson Lee McCarthy Phillips
Johnson (OH) Ocasio-Cortez Radewagen
Kelly (PA) Pelosi Sablan

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. BERGMAN)
(during the vote). There is 1 minute re-

maining.

O 1647

So the amendment was rejected.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to the
rule, the committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
STEUBE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BERGMAN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
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the bill (H.R. 5961) to freeze certain Ira-
nian funds involved in the 2023 hostage
deal between the United States and
Iran, and for other purposes, and, pur-
suant to House Resolution 891, he re-
ported the bill, as amended by that res-
olution, back to the House with sundry
further amendments adopted in the
Committee of the Whole.

Under the rule, the previous question
is ordered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 307, nays
119, answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 8,
as follows:

[Roll No. 687]

YEAS—307
Adams Clyde Golden (ME)
Aderholt Cole Gonzales, Tony
Aguilar Collins Gonzalez,
Alford Comer Vicente
Allen Costa Good (VA)
Allred Courtney Gooden (TX)
Amodei Craig Gosar
Armstrong Crane Gottheimer
Arrington Crawford Granger
Babin Crenshaw Graves (LA)
Bacon Cuellar Graves (MO)
Baird Curtis Green (TN)
Balderson D’Esposito Greene (GA)
Banks Davids (KS) Griffith
Barr Davidson Grothman
Bean (FL) Davis (NC) Guest
Bentz De La Cruz Guthrie
Bera Deluzio Hageman
Bergman DesJarlais Harder (CA)
Bice Diaz-Balart Harris
Biggs Donalds Harshbarger
Bilirakis Duarte Hayes
Bishop (NC) Duncan Hern
Boebert Dunn (FL) Higgins (LA)
Bost Edwards Hill
Boyle (PA) Ellzey Hinson
Brecheen Emmer Horsford
Brownley Espaillat Houchin
Buchanan Estes Hoyer
Buck Ezell Hoyle (OR)
Bucshon Fallon Hudson
Budzinski Feenstra Huizenga
Burchett Ferguson Hunt
Burgess Finstad Issa
Burlison Fischbach Ivey
Calvert Fitzgerald Jackson (NC)
Cammack Fitzpatrick Jackson (TX)
Caraveo Fleischmann James
Carbajal Flood Jeffries
Carey Foxx Johnson (LA)
Carl Frankel, Lois Johnson (SD)
Carter (GA) Franklin, Scott Jordan
Carter (TX) Fry Joyce (OH)
Cartwright Fulcher Joyce (PA)
Case Gaetz Kaptur
Castor (FL) Gallagher Kean (NJ)
Chavez-DeRemer Gallego Keating
Ciscomani Garbarino Kelly (MS)
Cline Garcia, Mike Kiggans (VA)
Cloud Gimenez Kiley

Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Manning
Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran

Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Brown
Bush
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Casten
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Crockett
Crow
Dayvis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar

Morelle
Moskowitz
Mrvan
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norcross
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Pallone
Palmer
Pappas
Peltola
Pence
Perez

Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Porter
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Ross
Rouzer

Roy

Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Salazar
Salinas
Scalise
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill

NAYS—119

Eshoo

Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee

Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez

Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Houlahan
Huffman
Jackson (IL)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee

Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)

Lee (PA)
Lofgren
Lynch

Massie

Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
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Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Stevens
Strickland
Strong
Sykes
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trone
Turner
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Wasserman
Schultz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wild
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Meeks

Moore (WI)
Moulton
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse

Omar
Panetta
Pascrell
Payne
Pingree
Pocan
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Scott (VA)
Smith (WA)
Stansbury
Takano
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus

Tlaib

Tokuda
Tonko
Trahan
Underwood
Velazquez
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”'—1

Santos

H6027

NOT VOTING—8

Jackson Lee McCarthy Phillips
Johnson (OH) Ocasio-Cortez Swalwell
Kelly (PA) Pelosi
O 1655
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER changed

her vote from ‘‘yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

Ms. PETTERSEN changed her vote
from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PROTECTING OUR COMMUNITIES
FROM FAILURE TO SECURE THE
BORDER ACT OF 2023

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CURTIS). Pursuant to House Resolution
891 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the further consideration of the
bill, H.R. 5283.

Will the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
STEUBE) kindly take the chair.

0O 1700
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
5283) to prohibit the use of Federal
funds to provide housing to specified
aliens on any land under the adminis-
trative jurisdiction of the Federal land
management agencies, with Mr.
STEUBE (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole House rose on
Wednesday, November 29, 2023, a re-
quest for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 2 printed in part A of House
Report 118-280 offered by the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms.
VELAZQUEZ) had been postponed.
AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MS. VELAZQUEZ

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, the unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 2, printed in
part A of House Report 118-280 offered
by the gentlewoman from New York
(Ms. VELAZQUEZ), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the noes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 206, noes 223,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 10, as
follows:
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Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Cuellar
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Garamendi
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert

Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice
Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon

[Roll No. 688]

AYES—206

Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin
Lieu
Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Norcross
Norton
Omar

NOES—223

Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl

Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline

Cloud

Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
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Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Plaskett
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Wwild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flood

Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry

Fulcher Latta Rodgers (WA)
Gaetz LaTurner Rogers (AL)
Gallagher Lawler Rogers (KY)
Gallego Lee (FL) Rose
Garbarino Lesko Rosendale
Garcia, Mike Letlow Rouzer
Gimenez Loudermilk Roy
Golden (ME) Lucas Rutherford
Gonzales, Tony Luetkemeyer Salazar
Gonzalez-Colon Luna ;
Good (VA) Luttrell :iilvlvi?k ort
Gooden (TX) Mace Scott. Austin
Gosar Malliotakis Self ’
Granger Maloy .
Graves (LA) Mann Sessions
Graves (MO) Massie Slmpson
Green (TN) Mast Sm}th (MO)
Greene (GA) McCaul Sm%th (NE)
Griffith McClain Smith (NJ)
Grothman McClintock Smucker
Guest McCormick Spartz
Guthrie McHenry Stauber
Hageman Meuser Steel
Harris Miller (IL) Stefanik
Harshbarger Miller (OH) Steil
Hern Miller (WV) Steube
Higgins (LA) Miller-Meeks Strong
Hill Mills Tenney
Hinson Molinaro Thompson (PA)
Houchin Moolenaar Tiffany
Hudson Mooney Timmons
Huizenga Moore (AL) Turner
?unt ﬁoore UuT) Valadao
ssa oran
Jackson (TX) Moylan giﬁ g;;‘ie
James Murphy Van Orden
Johnson (SD) Nehls Wagner
Jordan Newhouse Walberg
Joyce (OH) Norman
Joyce (PA) Nunn (I4) Waltz
Kean (NJ) Obernolte Weber (TX)
Kelly (MS) Ogles Webster (FL)
Kiggans (VA) Owens Wenstrup
Kiley Palmer Westerman
Kim (CA) Peltola Williams (NY)
Kustoff Pence Williams (TX)
LaHood Perez Wilson (SC)
LaLota Perry Wittman
LaMalfa Pfluger Womack
Lamborn Posey Yakym
Langworthy Reschenthaler Zinke

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Santos
NOT VOTING—10

Aderholt McCarthy Radewagen
Jackson Lee Ocasio-Cortez Sablan
Johnson (OH) Pelosi
Kelly (PA) Phillips

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

0 1700

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. WILLIAMS of
New York). There being no further
amendment, under the rule, the Com-
mittee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
STEUBE) having assumed the chair, Mr.
WILLIAMS of New York, Acting Chair of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 5283) to pro-
hibit the use of Federal funds to pro-
vide housing to specified aliens on any
land under the administrative jurisdic-
tion of the Federal land management
agencies, and, pursuant to House Reso-
lution 891, he reported the bill back to
the House with an amendment adopted
in the Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
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The question is on the amendment.
The amendment was agreed to.

The

question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the

third time.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr.

RECORDED VOTE
GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I de-

mand a recorded vote.
A recorded vote was ordered.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.
The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 224, noes 203,
answered ‘‘present’ 1, not voting 7, as

follows:

Aderholt
Alford
Allen
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Banks
Barr

Bean (FL)
Bentz
Bergman
Bice

Biggs
Bilirakis
Bishop (NC)
Boebert
Bost
Brecheen
Buchanan
Buck
Bucshon
Burchett
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Carey

Carl
Carter (GA)
Carter (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Ciscomani
Cline
Cloud
Clyde

Cole
Collins
Comer
Crane
Crawford
Crenshaw
Cuellar
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davidson
Dayvis (NC)
De La Cruz
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Donalds
Duarte
Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Estes

Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick

[Roll No. 689]
AYES—224

Fleischmann
Flood
Foxx
Franklin, Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Gaetz
Gallagher
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Gongzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Good (VA)
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Granger
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Greene (GA)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt
Issa
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kean (NJ)
Kelly (MS)
Kiggans (VA)
Kiley
Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler
Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Mace

Malliotakis
Maloy
Mann
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClain
McClintock
McCormick
McHenry
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Peltola
Pence
Perez

Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer

Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Simpson
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Steube
Strong
Tenney
Thompson (PA)
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
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Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Amo
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Boyle (PA)
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Courtney
Craig
Crockett
Crow
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Dean (PA)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcla (IL)
Garcia (TX)

Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)

NOES—203

Garcia, Robert
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gottheimer
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Houlahan
Hoyer

Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey

Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kildee
Kilmer

Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lee (CA)

Lee (NV)

Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin

Lieu

Lofgren
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
Meeks
Menendez
Meng

Mfume
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Neguse
Nickel
Norcross
Omar
Pallone
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Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym

Zinke

Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Payne
Peters
Pettersen
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Ross
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Ryan
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scanlon
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Scott (VA)
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Slotkin
Smith (WA)
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stevens
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Titus
Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Underwood
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson Coleman
Wexton
Wild
Williams (GA)
Wilson (FL)

ANSWERED “PRESENT”—1

Jackson Lee
Johnson (OH)
Kelly (PA)

Santos

NOT VOTING—T7

McCarthy
Ocasio-Cortez
Pelosi

Phillips

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing.
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So the bill was passed.
The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

REPORT ON FRAUD RELATING TO
CERTAIN COVID-19 LOANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill (H.R. 4666) to require the Inspector
General of the Small Business Admin-
istration to submit a quarterly report
on fraud relating to certain COVID-19
loans, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RETURNING ERRONEOUS COVID
LOANS ADDRESSING ILLEGAL

AND MISAPPROPRIATED TAX-
PAYER FUNDS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4667) to require the Adminis-
trator of the Small Business Adminis-
tration to issue guidance and rules for
lenders and the Small Business Admin-
istration on handling amounts of Pay-
check Protection Loans returned by
borrowers, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. WIL-
LIAMS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 591, NO
FUNDS FOR IRANIAN TERRORISM
ACT

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that the
Clerk be authorized to make technical
corrections in the engrossment of H.R.
5961, to include corrections in spelling,
punctuation, section numbering, and
cross-referencing, and the insertion of
appropriate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 972

Mr. WENSTRUP. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to remove the gen-
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tlewoman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY)
from cosponsorship of H.R. 972.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
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AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATION
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHIL-
IPPINES CONCERNING PEACEFUL
USES OF NUCLEAR TECH-
NOLOGY—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 118-86)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JAMES) laid before the House the fol-
lowing message from the President of
the United States; which was read and,
together with the accompanying pa-
pers, referred to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Con-
gress, pursuant to the subsections 123
b. and 123 d. of the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b),
(d)) (the ‘““‘Act’), the text of an Agree-
ment for Cooperation between the Gov-
ernment of the United States of Amer-
ica and the Government of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines Concerning
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (the
‘““Agreement’’).

I am also pleased to transmit my
written approval, authorization, and
determination concerning the Agree-
ment and an unclassified Nuclear Pro-
liferation Assessment Statement
(NPAS) concerning the Agreement. In
accordance with section 123 of the Act,
a classified annex to the NPAS, pre-
pared by the Secretary of State, in con-
sultation with the Director of National
Intelligence, summarizing relevant
classified information, will be sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. The
joint memorandum submitted to me by
the Secretaries of State and Energy
and a letter from the Chair of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission stating
the views of the Commission are also
enclosed. An addendum to the NPAS
containing a comprehensive analysis of
the export control system of the Re-
public of the Philippines with respect
to nuclear-related matters, including
interactions with other countries of
proliferation concern and the actual or
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile-
related transfers to such countries,
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (560 U.S.C.
3024(w)), is being submitted separately
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence.

The Agreement has been negotiated
in accordance with the Act and other
applicable law. In my judgment, it
meets all applicable statutory require-
ments and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy
interests of the United States of Amer-
ica.
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The Agreement contains all of the
provisions required by subsection 123 a.
of the Act. It provides a comprehensive
framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with the Republic of the
Philippines based on a mutual commit-
ment to nuclear nonproliferation. It
would permit the transfer of material,
equipment (including reactors), compo-
nents, and information for peaceful nu-
clear purposes. It would not permit the
transfer of Restricted Data or sensitive
nuclear technology. Any special fis-
sionable material transferred could
only be in the form of low enriched
uranium, with the exception of small
quantities of material for use as sam-
ples, standards, detectors, or targets,
or for such other purposes as the par-
ties may agree.

Through the Agreement, the Repub-
lic of the Philippines would affirm its
intent to rely on existing international
markets for nuclear fuel services rath-
er than acquiring sensitive nuclear
technology (i.e., for enrichment and re-
processing), and the United States
would affirm its intent to support the
supply of reactors, material, and equip-
ment in order to ensure a reliable sup-
ply of low enriched uranium fuel to the
Republic of the Philippines.

The Agreement has a term of 30
years, although it can be terminated
by either party upon providing 1 year’s
advance written notice. In the event of
termination or expiration of the Agree-
ment, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls will continue in effect as
long as any material, equipment, or
components subject to the Agreement
remain in the territory of the party
concerned or under its jurisdiction or
control anywhere, or until such time as
the parties agree that such material,
equipment, or components are no
longer usable for any nuclear activity
relevant from the point of view of safe-
guards.

The Republic of the Philippines has
an excellent track record on non-
proliferation and has consistently reit-
erated its commitment to nonprolifera-
tion. Through its constitution, the Re-
public of the Philippines has adopted
and pursued a policy of freedom from
nuclear weapons in its territory. It is a
party to the Treaty on the Non-Pro-
liferation of Nuclear Weapons and has
concluded a Comprehensive Safeguards
Agreement and Additional Protocol
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. The Republic of the Phil-
ippines was also among the early spon-
sors of and is a State Party to the
Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear
Weapon-Free Zone. A more detailed
discussion of the Republic of the Phil-
ippines’ domestic civil nuclear activi-
ties and its nuclear nonproliferation
policies and practices is provided in the
NPAS and its classified annex.

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the
Agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will
not constitute an unreasonable risk to,
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the common defense and security. Ac-
cordingly, I have approved the Agree-
ment and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favor-
able consideration.

This transmission shall constitute a
submittal for purposes of both sub-
sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Act. My
Administration is prepared to begin
immediately consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee
and the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as provided in subsection 123 b.
Upon completion of the 30 days of con-
tinuous session review provided for in
subsection 123 b., the 60 days of contin-
uous session review provided for in sub-
section 123 d. shall commence.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN, Jr.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 30, 2023.

———
CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS OF SHERIFF CULLEN

TALTON

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the
achievements of Cullen Talton, the
longest-serving active sheriff in the
State of Georgia.

After 51 years of serving his commu-
nity, Mr. Talton has decided to com-
plete his final term serving Houston
County before retiring.

Sheriff Cullen Talton was elected in
1972, where he served as a commis-
sioner before becoming a sheriff. He is
known for being a trusted, respectable,
and devoted servant of his community.

To honor his many years of service
and dedication, local leaders, commu-
nity members, and his family gathered
at the Houston County Annex before
the commissioners meeting to cele-
brate the longtime sheriff.

I congratulate Sheriff Talton on his
remarkable achievements and well-de-
served retirement. His dedication and
years of service are admirable and
greatly appreciated.

———

CELEBRATING HUDSON RIVER
TUNNEL GROUNDBREAKING

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the groundbreaking
of the country’s most important infra-
structure project, the Hudson River
Tunnel.

Officials are about to start construc-
tion of a new Tonnelle Avenue Bridge.
It will help connect New Jersey to a
new Hudson River Tunnel.

The benefits of the Hudson River
Tunnel project are numerous. It will
create more than 72,000 jobs, generate
more than $87 million per month for
local communities, and utilize Amer-
ican suppliers and manufacturers
through the Buy America requirement.
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It will increase opportunities for mi-
nority-, women-, and veteran-owned
businesses on the project. In addition,
it will create a faster, more effective
means of transportation for 200,000
daily commuters.

I fought to include $66 billion for
projects such as this one in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, and I am
proud that my work will finally result
in a new Hudson River Tunnel.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF CHIEF BRADLEY HAAS

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the life and bravery
of New Hampshire’s own Bradley Haas,
who was killed in the line of duty while
protecting the staff and patients at
New Hampshire Hospital on November
17, preventing what likely would have
been a tragic mass shooting in our psy-
chiatric hospital.

There is no doubt that Chief Haas’
courage saved countless lives. Our com-
munity, our State, and our country
owe him and his family a debt that can
never be repaid.

Throughout his life of service, Chief
Haas always devoted himself to work-
ing for others. He will be remembered
as many things: a hero, a patriot, a
community leader, and, most of all, a
friend. May he rest in peace.

———

CONGRATULATING BARB ICKES ON
HER RETIREMENT

(Mr. SORENSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a journalist who,
through hard work and determination,
brought the news to the people of Illi-
nois’ 17th Congressional District. Barb
Ickes has been in newspaper story-
telling for more than 30 years. She has
broken countless news stories, exposed
corruption, and helped Quad-City
Times readers through record floods,
tough economic times, and monu-
mental political events.

She helped us navigate crossing the
Mississippi River with her ‘‘bridge
beat” and took us to her ‘‘off-limits
places.”” Barb has seen it all, and she
has shared it with our community.

As Barb retires from her position as
managing editor with the Quad-City
Times, we recognize her accomplish-
ments and the legacy that she leaves
for the next generation of news report-
ers.

I am honored to wish her the best as
she turns the page to her next chapter.

TYING ASYLUM CHANGES TO AID
FOR ALLIES
(Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. Mr.
Speaker, when I helped clients win asy-
lum cases as a young law student, I
heard the tragic stories of how they
fled their countries, carrying with
them fear and pain but little else.

It is already very hard to win asy-
lum. You must first show that you
have a credible fear of being persecuted
in your home country. Asylum seekers
must later prove their claims in an ad-
ministrative or court process.

There are many things wrong with
our immigration system, but showing
credible fear is the right first step.
Now, we are seeing major permanent
proposed changes to our asylum law as
a condition for emergency funding for
Ukraine, Israel, and the Indo-Pacific.

I stand in strong support of this
emergency aid. It is essential, but just
as it was wrong to tie Israeli aid to
gutting the IRS’ ability to go after tax
cheats, it is wrong to tie harmful, sig-
nificant, and permanent changes to
asylum law to passing essential aid for
our allies.

Instead, we need comprehensive im-
migration reform. We need to protect
our Dreamers, and we need to support
our allies. Our Latino communities,
our asylum seekers, and our allies
abroad deserve better.

————

CELEBRATING THE BLESSING OF
OSCAR ORTIZ IN OUR LIVES

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life and legacy of
my friend and constituent, Oscar Ortiz,
a devoted champion for educational eq-
uity.

Oscar was a visionary. He believed
that education was a powerful tool to
realize our collective potential and
dreams. As a teacher, ‘‘el maestro,”
“teacher,” Ortiz helped the students
find their power and joy in learning. As
an organizer with the Chicago Teachers
Union, he energized our community to
advance social justice and equity
through education.

Oscar committed his time on Earth
to building a future for everyone. His
passion and optimism were infectious. I
am going to miss him dearly, and I
know countless others will, too.

To his family and loved ones, know
you are in my heart and prayers. To-
gether, let’s celebrate the blessing he
was in our lives and the mark he has
left in our city of Chicago. A bullhorn
will never be the same after Oscar
Ortiz. May his passion for change and
love of community always guide us.

Rest in power, Oscar Ortiz. We love
you.

———

LOURDES UNIVERSITY LEADS THE
WAY
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and applaud
Lourdes University of Sylvania, Ohio,
and its new president, William Bisset,
who held a vital convening last week as
part of the university’s Courage Con-
versations Town Hall series. It focused
on the Israel-Palestine conflict, with
dozens of students, staff, and faculty
taking part.

University President Bisset and Pro-
fessor Mary Robinson, who chairs the
history, geography, and political
science departments at Lourdes, said
their goal was to offer a historical per-
spective to develop an understanding of
the past history of Israel and Palestine
to help people grasp the full scope of
what is taking place in that war-torn
region. They hope the conversations
will help provide a better under-
standing of a longstanding conflict in
which world leaders have long sought a
true path toward a lasting peace and a
two-state solution.

Thoughtful discussions in which his-
tory is examined, as was done at
Lourdes University last week, is the
way a breakthrough for peace and rec-
onciliation will come about. May other
organizations follow the lead of
Lourdes University.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a copy of an editorial from the Toledo
Blade that recognizes this event and its
important contribution to human un-
derstanding.

[From The Blade, Nov. 25, 2023]
EDITORIAL: LOURDES LEADS
(By The Blade Editorial Board)

Kudos to Lourdes University for showing
us the way forward on the future of Palestine
and Israel.

Not afraid to tackle probably the most
emotionally fraught topic of our day, the
university last week offered a ‘‘town hall”
on the topic of the Israeli-Hamas War.

Would that others who have taken to the
streets shouting chants and waving signs and
issuing orders to U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D.,
Toledo) would show some of the same aware-
ness of how complicated this problem is.

The university in Sylvania devoted its
Courageous Conversations Town Hall to the
topic.

Conscious of the ethnic and religious ten-
sions, there was security stationed at the
door, but it wasn’t needed.

About 40, including administration staff,
faculty members, and students, attended.

“My goal was to offer this from a histor-
ical perspective because I think the more
people understand the past and the history,
the better understanding they will have of
the subject and be able to better understand
both sides of the story,” said Mary Robinson,
associate professor of history and depart-
ment chairman of history, geography, and
political science at Lourdes.

President William Bisset said, ‘“We needed
to start with a conversation that explained
that this has been a very, very complicated
part of the world for many, many years, that
leaders throughout the world have tried to
figure out.

“We felt that it was important, especially
for our students, but also for our community
members to start the conversation [about
Israel and Palestine] with a historical per-
spective,”” Mr. Bisset said.

Israel and the Palestinian people, and the
armed guerilla groups, Hamas and Hezbollah,
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who nurture the bitterness of the Palestin-
ians over their displacement from the land
that officially became Israel in 1948, are at
an impasse, with both sides claiming owner-
ship of the land between Jordan River and
the Mediterranean Sea.

But yet, there have been instances under
at least two U.S. presidents, Jimmy Carter
and Bill Clinton, that the Palestinian people
came close to securing a Palestinian state.

Among the Arab states of the Middle East,
there appears to be a willingness to once
again take up the possibility of a so-called
two-state solution.

It’s not going to happen, though, if Hamas
remains in power in the Gaza Strip. Whether
by Israel’s current invasion of Gaza or
through the diplomatic intervention of Arab
leaders in the neighboring Islamic countries,
Hamas and Hezbollah have to be neutralized.

Calm discussion in which the history is ex-
amined, as was done in Lourdes University’s
Courageous Conversations Town Hall last
week, is the way a breakthrough will come
about.

——
0 1730

PROGRESS IN NORTH CAROLINA

(Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. JACKSON of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I am proud to represent
Mecklenburg and Gaston Counties and
just want to report back on some bi-
partisan progress we have had lately.

We have a huge problem with
fentanyl across the State, as we do
across the country, but we have new
funding both to prevent overdoses and
to crack down on the organized crime
that is trafficking fentanyl into our
communities.

We also got bipartisan support to
close the weather radar gap which ex-
ists in Charlotte. We have the largest
weather radar gap in the country. We
are working on new technology to
make sure we have more accurate fore-
casts to keep people safe.

We are also working on the Junk Fee
Prevention Act to save your family
money and prevent all of those fees
that attach as we make purchases on-
line. It is a solid bipartisan start with
more work to do. I will keep you post-
ed.

———

REMEMBERING TRINIDAD “TRINI”
GARZA

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the extraor-
dinary life of Trinidad Garza, better
known in our community as ‘“Trini.”

Trini was just a tremendous indi-
vidual, a great person. I cannot say
enough about this man. He loved try-
ing to help kids when it came to edu-
cation in the community. He was an in-
credible businessman. He served our
country in the U.S. Navy. He did so
much for the city of Dallas. I love the
Oak Cliff neighborhood that he lived
in.

He was just such a tremendous lead-
er. He was part of the city’s first Mexi-
can-American Leadership Conference.
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He was also educated here in the north
Texas area.

He was the first Hispanic member of
the board of trustees at one of our local
colleges. He was also appointed as a re-
gional director of the U.S. Department
of Education under President Clinton.

The life and legacy of Trini Garza
just goes on and on and on. He is going
to be deeply missed by so many be-
cause of everything he has done and ac-
complished. Everything that is going
to be said about him and how it will be
commemorated will be well deserved.

Great job, Trini. Please rest in peace.
My condolences to his entire family.

——
THE AMERICAN DREAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. ROY) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the majority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, we are sitting
here on the precipice of entering De-
cember, a month in which those of us
who profess the Christian faith and be-
lief in Jesus Christ as our Lord and
Savior, celebrate his birth into this
world to give the world, and each and
every one of us in it, hope for eternal
life and eternal salvation.

We are immeasurably blessed to live
in a country where we can carry out
our faith and exercise our beliefs.

It is critically important that we just
came out of the weekend of Thanks-
giving. At Thanksgiving, of course, we
are thankful to live in a country in
which we have In God We Trust embla-
zoned over the dais on which the
Speaker sits in front of the American
flag.

The Wall Street Journal eloquently
prints every Wednesday before Thanks-
giving “The Desolate Wilderness” edi-
torial that has run in that paper for—
I don’t know—probably some 60 years.

It eloquently lays out all of the hard-
ships that faced those Europeans who
came to the North American Con-
tinent, and what it was like, and what
they experienced going out into the
desolate wilderness, and what that
meant for mankind throughout the
world.

I am always struck at how often we,
as Americans in this generation and in
this day and age, are too often either
actually apologetic or forced to be
apologetic or taught to be apologetic
for being American, for our existence
as Americans because of both actual
and, frankly, perceived or taught past
wrongs.

I started this talking about my
Christian faith. My colleagues and con-
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stituents and people across this coun-
try who share that faith know that we
are taught in Romans that we all fall
short of the glory of God for we are all
sinners.

That is inherently true. It is true in
the United States. It is true in Great
Britain. It is true in Russia and China
and throughout the world. We are all
sinners and fall short of the glory of
God.

The thing that is unique about this
country is that we have set up a sys-
tem that is designed to protect us
against the worst impulses of man in
terms of the centralization of power in
the hands of a few to be used tyranni-
cally against the many.

That is the great gift that we have
inherited from our forefathers who
bled, died, and fought so that we could
live here and live free, so that we could
exercise our conscience, so that we
could live according to the dictates of
our conscience.

That is why I am thankful. That is
what I was thankful for over Thanks-
giving because that is what it is sup-
posed to be about.

It is not just about the football
game. It is not just about the turkey.
It is not just about Friendsgiving or
whatever people talk about these days.

It is a specific holiday about our
thankfulness as Americans and why
that is so critically important to the
ethos of being an American because
you aren’t an American simply because
of DNA or blood.

You are an American because of the
idea that is embodied in this Chamber,
in the people’s House. It is for that rea-
son that I came to the House floor on
the Thursday before we adjourned for
Thanksgiving week, after this body had
passed by a suspension of the rules—
that is, without the normal debate
process, without the regular order that
was such a central part of the debates
last year in this body—we passed
through suspension of the rules some
$400 billion to $500 billion of additional
spending up and through late January
and early February of 2024.

I found that then, and I continue to
find it to be repulsive, that that is how
we would conduct business, that that is
how we would carry out the business of
the people’s House.

I made clear then that I thought that
it was destructive and that it was car-
rying on the continued policies of the
previous regime passed last December
over the loud objections of my col-
leagues on this side of the aisle to pass
a $1.7 trillion omnibus spending bill
chock full of leftist priorities that are
destroying the American Dream—noth-
ing short of that.

A Wall Street Journal poll from this
month found that only 36 percent of
voters said the American Dream still
holds true.

The American Dream is dying be-
cause Americans’ government is failing
them. It is actively working against
them, and our people feel it.

Our country, our society, our culture,
our people, the people we represent, are
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in deep despair. $11,400. According to
“CBS News,” the typical American
household must spend an additional
$11,434 annually just to maintain the
same standard of living they enjoyed in
January of 2021.

That is a problem. The average
American family in this country is
hurting. I watched the Democrat White
House press secretary walk up to the
microphone and just dismiss it and just
pretend that the average American
family is totally fine and can walk
right out and go buy their Thanks-
giving dinner, and there is no harm, no
foul. They are all good. The Biden ad-
ministration policies and the Democrat
policies, they are having no negative
effect. Ignore these numbers. Ignore
the cost of goods and buying food. Ig-
nore the cost of housing. Ignore the
cost of car ownership. That is what this
administration wants the American
people to do.

Our constituents are literally being
priced out of the American Dream of
owning a home. My staff, making de-
cent money relative to some people in
the world, come to me and say, I don’t
know how to buy a house. I don’t know
how I can possibly ever buy a house,
certainly not in the Nation’s Capitol.

Housing prices have nearly doubled
since 2010. In the second quarter of 2023,
the median home price was $416,100. In
2010, it was $219,500.

In May of 2023, median mortgage pay-
ments hit an all-time high of $2,165 a
month. According to The Wall Street
Journal, the buyer of a typical home
faces a monthly principal and interest
payment of nearly $2,200, more than
double the level of early 2021. Goldman
Sachs’ Housing Affordability Index hit
a new record low in August.

That is just homes. What about cars,
kind of the second biggest expense?
Americans can’t even afford to pur-
chase a car because of the efforts of my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
and this administration to ban the in-
ternal combustion engine in pursuit of
unicorn energy policies that are going
to do nothing to actually reduce CO,,
and they are driving the American peo-
ple into bankruptcy with an inability
to afford an automobile to go about
their lives and their jobs.

A new car costs $50,000, nearly double
the cost just 10 years ago. Electric ve-
hicles are piling up on the lots of deal-
ers across this country because the
American people know they can’t work
for them. They can’t afford them. They
can’t stop to charge like the Secretary
of Energy did when she showed up and
made a pregnant woman and her family
get out of the way for a photo op while
she charged her EV driving across the
country.

That is the truth. The truth of this
administration and my Democratic
colleagues is they are perfectly con-
tent, as they have admitted to me in
the Rules Committee and on this floor,
to drive the American family into
bankruptcy so they can pursue climate
change reform.
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That is absolutely a dereliction of
duty on the part of the leadership of
this country. When we have 250 coal-
fired plants in this country and China
has 1,100, and they are building two a
week and we are building none, and we
think we are going to dent CO, by forc-
ing American families into expensive
electric vehicles, the batteries for
which are produced by our enemies in
China with elements that are mined by
child labor across the world, that is
what this Democratic Party stands for.

They are bankrupting American fam-
ilies, empowering our enemies, under-
mining our national security, and ex-
ploiting child labor, all in pursuit of
things cooked up by radical leftists and
universities, all enriching, by the way,
through the so-called Inflation Reduc-
tion Act massive billion-dollar cor-
porations with subsidies from tax-
payers. That is the truth.

We are destroying the American
Dream through the policies specifically
chosen by my Democratic colleagues in
the White House, in this body, and in
the Senate.

This administration’s EPA has issued
a rule to make two-thirds of new vehi-
cles electric by 2032. That is in a mere
8 years.

This body didn’t vote on that. The
administration could do it by fiat.
That is not how this is supposed to
work.

That was my point in the opening of
this speech. This country is designed to
protect against power resting in the
hands of a few being exploited against
the many.

There are 330 million people in this
country whose lives are getting deci-
mated and destroyed while this admin-
istration tyrannically uses its power in
the bureaucratic and executive branch
to level the American Dream.
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The average EV costs $16,000 more
than an internal combustion engine
equivalent.

When I asked my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle in the Rules
Committee: Well, do you think that is
worth it? They say yes. They say yes.

They want every American family to
have to cough up another $16,000 for an
imperceptible, ineffective, alleged re-
duction in CO, production. Meanwhile,
we haven’t done anything to produce
nuclear power, which is actually reli-
able.

The American people fully recognize
that their lives have been upended.
They are not 100 percent sure why, al-
though I think they are starting to fig-
ure it out as they watch the President
of the United States dawdling along,
completely unaware of what is going
on, while the bureaucrats in the admin-
istration are cooking up all these
schemes to use their bureaucratic pow-
ers to undermine the American Dream
and drive up the price of cars; drive up
the price of oil; vehicles; drive up the
goods and services; drive up the price
of houses; spend money we don’t have;
rising interest rates.
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The Federal Government spent $2
trillion more than it took in in fiscal
yvear 2023. We spent a total of $4.4 tril-
lion in 2019. In 2023, we spent over $6
trillion. Our national debt is some-
where around $33.865 trillion, and we
are doing nothing about it.

Earlier this week, my friend JODEY
ARRINGTON, the chairman of the Budget
Committee had a hearing on debt com-
missions. It is important and it is good
that we have those hearings and figure
out what we are going to do on a bipar-
tisan basis. However, I have to be very
honest, if we cannot in this body figure
out how to limit even just the discre-
tionary spending being used to fund bu-
reaucrats and laws and regulations
that are undermining our freedom—
driving up the price of cars; driving up
the price of houses; funding a Depart-
ment of Justice to go target a guy like
Scott Smith, a dad in Loudon County;
funding an EPA to go shut down peo-
ple’s livelihoods; arrest a guy on his
ranch for building a pond; funding a
DOJ to go after some of my col-
leagues—if we can’t reduce that spend-
ing as Republicans, then how in God’s
green earth are we going to sit down
and stare an elderly American in the
face and tell them that we are going to
do something with their Social Secu-
rity benefits or Medicare benefits.

We are not. I have to be honest, we
have been profoundly unserious in this
body, on both sides of the aisle, about
spending and about the abuse of power
that we fund with taxpayer dollars and
borrowed dollars to fund a bureaucracy
that is at war with the American peo-
ple and at war with the American
Dream. That is the truth.

In my Thursday speech just prior to
adjourning for the Thanksgiving re-
cess, I mnoted fairly explicitly and
pointedly that we had not produced a
significant win for the American peo-
ple in this Chamber this Congress.

I asked the question: What have we
done? And all of my colleagues that are
sitting around the complex, I asked
then and I ask now: Come to the floor
and come tell me what we have been
able to do through this body, the Sen-
ate, and the White House. What have
we been able to do in the last year to
make the lives of the American people
better, to make them more free, to se-
cure their border, to make their coun-
try more secure, or to make their mili-
tary more focused on its mission rather
than social engineering?

I know what we have done here on
the Republican side. We have passed a
lot of good stuff through the hard work
of my colleagues unifying around pass-
ing a strong National Defense Author-
ization bill that undoes the abortion
tourism, the transgender surgery, the
DEI, the critical race theory that is de-
stroying the mission and the soul and
the culture of the United States mili-
tary, driving down recruiting and mak-
ing us less safe and secure.

We passed the strongest border secu-
rity bill we have ever passed. We did
that here united as Republicans. We
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passed seven appropriations bills. We
are on the precipice of passing more ap-
propriations bills to take the power out
of the hands of a few and return it to
the body.

We have done a number of great
things fighting here as Republicans,
but they don’t mean a thing if we are
not willing to sit down at the negotia-
tion table and look at our Democratic
colleagues in the Senate and look at
the President of the United States and
tell him: This is how it is going to be
done or you are not going to get your
funding. This is how it is going to be
done or don’t even think about another
dollar for Ukraine.

That is my message to my Repub-
lican colleagues who, frankly, are get-
ting a little too wound up at that ques-
tion I asked: What have we done?

The simplest solution to your frus-
tration about that question being
asked is to have an answer.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY), my
friend, and wonder if he might agree.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I do agree.
Whether it is in your personal life,
your business life, your family life—
anything at all—your family, the peo-
ple, your colleagues around you, the
people that you work around demand
some deliverable. Deliverable might be
showing up on time with a good atti-
tude, but at least you delivered some-
thing.

I remember that speech from my
good friend, the gentleman from Texas,
because I watched it. He started out
and he said: What the hell is wrong
with this country?

Well, nothing is wrong with this
country. The problem is with this
place.

There are a lot of good people on this
side of the aisle, and maybe we haven’t
produced a deliverable, but I would also
say this: There has been no help, no
help at all from the other side of the
building, the other side of the aisle or
down the street at the White House; no
help at all.

I have car manufacturers now coming
to see me and they are saying: Well, we
are forced to build these electric cars;
nobody wants them. Then when they
don’t have anything else to buy, they
buy them. And then they don’t work,
so they bring them back in and they
trade them in for something else, and
then they sit there and we can’t sell
them. Congressman, what are you
going to do for me?

My goodness, Joe Biden is the Presi-
dent.

The regulators, every single day an-
other rule, another regulation, they
just keep coming and coming.

Members of Congress, I don’t know
that we are irrelevant, but if we are
not willing to stop funding these agen-
cies that keep on prevailing against
the American people, well that is what
we are going to be.

The Founders made each body to
jealously guard its own power. Instead
of jealously guarding our power, we
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have given it to bureaucrats; nameless,
faceless people that have an agenda
that pass rules with the force of law.
These rules that spend all this money
make your Thanksgiving dinner more
expensive.

My mom went out to get a turkey for
our family. My mom makes a turkey
for our family and we all get together.
She called her son up to say that the
turkey costs $70.

Mr. Speaker, from lettuce to lumber,
people can’t afford in America just to
live their lives. They can’t afford their
bills; they can’t afford groceries; they
can’t afford gas in their car; they can’t
afford their credit card payments while
they try and just live the life that they
have lived.

As the slide or the poster over there
shows, their bills have gone up that
much. They are paying, between the
government and the increased cost, an
extra month of their pay; every year an
extra month for things that they didn’t
have to just 3 years ago.

This body is the only one that has
the power of the purse. This is the only
body that can control the spending
that is driving up every single cost,
every single cost. It starts here.

If we don’t have the courage—we can
have the conviction—people vote for
their Member saying: Well, this guy
said when he goes to Washington, he is
going to fight the swamp. He is going
to fight the bureaucracy. He is going to
fight the spending. However, when the
bill shows up on the floor and we see
the amendment up there, oh, my good-
ness, every single time you get 100
votes, 150 votes.

Mr. Speaker, it takes 217 to pass
these amendments to cut spending. If
you said you are going to cut spending
at home, then your opportunity hap-
pens right here on the floor. If you are
not going to do it here, if you are not
going to vote that way, don’t go home
to your constituents and say, I am
sorry you can’t afford lettuce and a
holiday turkey. I am sorry you can’t
afford your bills: your car payment,
your home payment, your insurance
payment, your heating bill. I am sorry
you can’t afford it—because I didn’t do
anything to help you. Your oppor-
tunity, the leverage, the moment is
here. It is now.

We have been working on spending
bills for months, and the reason that
we can’t pass them here is because we
are spending too much.

Oh, by the way, that is a fight among
this side of the aisle that actually
some of us want to do something to
save our constituents from this over-
bearing weight of the Federal Govern-
ment and the regulatory agencies—and
I have to say this to my good friend
from Texas—with no help whatsoever
from the other side of the aisle. No
help.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, my friend
from Pennsylvania is 100 percent cor-
rect. This was a point that I made in
the remarks I made right before
Thanksgiving, which is what are we
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going to say that we have accom-
plished, other than to say that we are
less bad than Democrats.

That is my question here for my Re-
publican colleagues. When we are get-
ting zero help from our Democrat col-
leagues, who are intent on spending
money we don’t have to fund bureau-
crats; to undermine our freedom; our
way of life; our ability to afford our
lives; our ability to have jobs; our abil-
ity to have a secure border; our ability
to have secure streets; our ability to
have education that is controlled by
parents and not by leftist bureaucrats;
our ability to have a military that can
defend our country rather than being
woke and socially engineered, we get
zero help from our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle.

Which means what? It means that
this Republican majority has to unite
and ensure that we are going to force
Senate Democrats and the President to
come to the table using the leverage
that we have for the things that they
want.

The Senate majority leader has pro-
fessed a desire that we continue to fund
a proxy war in Ukraine. It is very well
documented. The President of the
United States, the Senate majority
leader, CHUCK SCHUMER, our colleagues
on the other side of the aisle in this
Chamber, want us to continue to fund a
proxy war in Ukraine.

Now, we can have that debate on the
floor of the House. We can debate the
merits of it. We can debate how much
it should be lethal aid versus not. We
can debate how to make it more trans-
parent; debate how to make it more fo-
cused, or whether to do it at all, but a
fundamental and core question that
ought to be asked: Why would we ever
debate giving another dollar to
Ukraine when our borders are wide
open, Americans are being killed and
endangered by cartels and fentanyl and
violence and terrorists and gang mem-
bers that come across our border, and
this administration refuses to do a
thing about it?

Why, to my friend from Pennsyl-
vania, would we even utter the word
Ukraine on the floor of the House ever
again until we have H.R. 2, the strong
border security bill that we passed,
signed into law by the President of the
United States, metrics guaranteeing
and demonstrating that we do not have
continued flow and automatic entry
and releases into the United States?

Why would we do that?

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, there is no
reason that we should do it. There is
not a person in this Chamber on that
side of the aisle or this side of the aisle
that agrees with Vladimir Putin, the
Russian Federation, the invasion of
Ukraine, the atrocities that have been
committed there. There is not one per-
son that agrees with it.

At the same time, our country is
under assault, our country is being in-
vaded, and our country can’t afford its
bills.

Before we have the audacity, the te-
merity to demand, under force of law,
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that our citizens get up in the morn-
ing, go to work, and pay their taxes to
pay for the pensions and the salaries of
government workers in Ukraine—my
goodness, are we tone deaf to the fact
that the people in this country, the
people in the gentleman from Texas’
communities, and the people that I rep-
resent, can’t afford to pay their bills?
They can’t afford to pay their bills.

None of us agree with what is hap-
pening overseas in regard to Ukraine,
but we have a duty. We were not elect-
ed by Ukrainian citizens. We were
elected by United States citizens,
American citizens that are paying
their taxes under penalty of law.

They will be thrown in jail if they
don’t pay their taxes. It is the height
of insult and injury to tell them you
have to pay your taxes and you can’t
afford a holiday meal, but you can rest
assured that that money is going to go
over to Ukraine to pay for their sala-
ries and their pensions.

The American people are sick of it.
They sent us here to do something
about it, and every time we have an op-
portunity, every single time we have
an opportunity, we need to seize that
opportunity.

Quite honestly, it just comes down to
this, Mr. RoOY, when the Senate de-
mands this, when the President de-
mands it, the Speaker of House, this
Republican majority, respectfully, just
says no.
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Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I agree with
my friend from Pennsylvania.

While he is still on the floor, I will
close with a couple of questions.

I assume that the gentleman from
Pennsylvania, my friend, when he ran
for Congress, and when he has run
every term since, he ran under a prom-
ise to fight to reduce and cut Federal
spending. I assume that is correct.

Mr. PERRY. That is correct.

Mr. ROY. To my friend from Pennsyl-
vania, do you think that it is a fulfill-
ment of your promise and pledge to
work here to try to cut spending to
pass continuing resolutions that fund
government at the preceding year’s as-
tronomically high spending levels, par-
ticularly that of NANCY PELOSI’s $1.7
trillion omnibus spending bill? Does
my friend think that gets it done?

Mr. PERRY. Of course not. My con-
stituents, my bosses, just like your
bosses, were vehemently opposed to
that last December’s cram-down of all
this money to all kinds of things, om-
nibus spending, everything in there.
They didn’t want it, and as a signal to
what we would do if we governed, Re-
publicans, every single one, voted
against it.

Now, 9 or 10 months later, we are sup-
posed to act like, well, we didn’t get
our work done so we are just going to
continue that, but don’t worry about
it. Forget about what happened 9 or 10
months ago.

The American people have not for-
gotten. Do you know how I know they
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have not forgotten? Because I was at
the grocery store on Monday before I
came here, and a woman came up to me
with her grocery cart. She recognized
me and said: Don’t the people that you
work with grocery shop? Don’t they
know how much this costs?

She knows, and she demands that we
do better and that I be accountable and
not vote for things I voted against 9
months ago and just act like they are
okay. They are not okay 9 months
later.

Mr. ROY. That woman, your con-
stituent, recognizes the impact from
the policies of this current administra-
tion and, frankly, I must say, the poli-
cies that are perpetuated by this body,
including some on both sides of the
aisle that have resulted in families
having to spend $11,400 more just to
break even to where they were at the
beginning of this administration.

The question is, what are we going to
do about it? I mean, I think that is the
fundamental question. Did your con-
stituents send you here to file bills, to
file amendments, to simply vote, and
then say: Oh, isn’t it so great that we
voted and passed something out of
committee? Do your constituents know
when we pass something out of com-
mittee, as a general matter? Do they
know how many bills you have filed?
Do they know whether or not you got
some amendment inserted in whatever
unless you tell them? Or are they look-
ing for results? Do they want the bor-
der to actually be secure? Do they
want spending to actually go down so
there is less inflation and they can af-
ford to live?

Do they want us to have a military
that is focused rather than woke? Do
they want us to deliver results, or do
they just want us to sit up here and
pound our chest about how we got cer-
tain bills introduced and I got some
vote on some measure on the floor of
the House?

Mr. PERRY. I imagine my district is
just like yours.

I visited a local construction com-
pany with 400 hardworking Americans.
Men and women come in. They have
steel-toed boots on, jeans, jackets with
stains on them. They come in out of
the cold. They don’t have time to
worry about what amendment or bill
you got passed through the House but
there was no signature.

Here is what they worry about, to my
friend from Texas, and I think your
bosses feel the same way: We sent you
to Washington to make our lives bet-
ter. My prices are going up. My selec-
tions are going down, and my choices
are going down. The government is im-
posing itself on me about whether I
want to install a gas stove in my home
or whether I want to speak out about
my political views and not end up on
some list, or if I want to go deer hunt-
ing today and worry that I got the
wrong ammunition or that my gun
isn’t configured so that the Federal
Government doesn’t come arrest me.

They say: We are counting on you to
do this, so don’t come home and talk to
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us about amendments and bills and “‘I
had a meeting with,”” because it doesn’t
affect my life. All the things that are
happening to me every day from this
administration are affecting my life. I
am sick of it, and I am sending you
down there to stop it.

Mr. ROY. I assume your constituents,
like mine, totally understand that we
don’t have both Chambers and the
White House. They know that we can’t
move all the mountains. Nevertheless,
they want us not to just shrug and give
up and send a bill over to the Senate
and say, ‘‘Sorry, we don’t have the Sen-
ate. Blame CHUCK SCHUMER,’’ and then
g0 campaign.

Even when we had the majority in
the House, had a majority in the Sen-
ate, and had the White House, how
many times did you hear the excuse:
““Oh, I am sorry, Congressman PERRY.
We don’t have 60 votes in the Senate.”
Did you ever hear that one?

Mr. PERRY. There is always some
excuse. When we have the House or the
Senate, or we have both and the Presi-
dency, there is always some excuse for
why it can’t be done.

I will tell you this. There is no ex-
cuse for the radical march of the left
creeping into everybody’s life, into
every decision that you make, into ev-
erything you do. It just keeps hap-
pening.

Our bosses are not down here in
Washington, D.C. They don’t under-
stand committee rules and the process
here on the floor. What they under-
stand is that they are getting up in the
morning when it is dark outside, pack-
ing their lunch, and kissing their kids
good-bye before they get on the school-
bus, and they don’t know why this is
happening to them, but they sure know
it is happening.

They think about the extra costs
every single week when they are trying
to manage their budget. They are like:
“We are making more money, but we
still can’t afford to live the way we did.
We can’t afford our food. We can’t af-
ford, heaven forbid, if the car breaks
down.”” No, they don’t understand why.

What they demand, to the good gen-
tleman from Texas, is results, is some
product. They don’t care about why it
can’t be done. They are not asking for
everything to change overnight. They
know we didn’t get here overnight, but
they want something, some win, to
show them some light at the end of
this tunnel, but there isn’t any. I
haven’t seen one yet.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
good gentleman from Pennsylvania. He
is a good friend, and I am honored to
serve with him. I agree with him.

I will say that our constituents don’t
send us to Washington to campaign.
They don’t send us to Washington to
run around trying to figure out how we
are going to score some political vic-
tory and set up votes so we can run
against our colleagues.

Our constituents recognize that our
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
are continuing to leave them behind
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and ignore them in pursuit of fantasy
energy policies, woke ideology, and
radical leftist views of open borders
that empower our enemies and endan-
ger Americans. They fully get that.

They expect us to stand up and fight
for them. They expect us to do the
right thing and then let the voters de-
cide.

I would submit that it is a critical
juncture in this country, that we are
facing existential threats, that it is
critical that the 200 and however many
Republicans we have right now unite
together and go over to the Senate to
tell the Senate that we have to solve
problems for the American people, se-
cure borders, strengthen our military,
reduce spending, get inflation down,
make the American people believe that
the American Dream exists again.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, before I go,
I will say that the gentleman from
Texas is right. We have to unite so that
we can be effective against these forces
of evil that are destroying the Amer-
ican Dream. It is not uniting for the
sake of uniting. It is uniting around a
purpose.

Our bosses are very forgiving. They
are very gracious. They understand if
you fight the good fight and you lose.
What they will not accept, what they
cannot accept, and what they should
not accept is not fighting at all or sur-
rendering before the fight even begins.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate
that. I know my colleague is about to
leave. I know that he appreciates and
we share our faith in the good Lord and
our faith in Jesus Christ. He will appre-
ciate the words of Paul in 2 Timothy: I
have fought the good fight. I have fin-
ished my course. I have kept the faith.
Henceforth there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, will award
to me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have loved him ap-
pearing.

That is obviously a spiritual ref-
erence and speaking in spiritual terms,
but they are the kind of words that I
think my friend agrees with me should
be inspiring us as Members of this
body, regardless of party, that we ad-
vance, that we move forward, that we
defend this country.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, that is our
job. Our job is to defend this Constitu-
tion. My constituents, my bosses, know
I carry one with me every day.

It is a piece of paper, Mr. Speaker. It
cannot defend itself. It relies on the in-
tegrity, fortitude, courage, and convic-
tion of good people willing to come
here to serve and fight on its behalf,
like the good gentleman from Texas.

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
friend from Pennsylvania. When 1
started this speech, I talked about The
Wall Street Journal poll from this
month finding that only 36 percent of
voters said the American Dream still
holds true and that our country, our
society, is in deep despair and needs
help. I talked about the $11,400, accord-
ing to CBS, that the typical American
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household must spend additionally
every year just to maintain the same
standard of living that they enjoyed in
January 2021.

The fact of the matter is, the Amer-
ican people are suffering. We in this
body know it, yet we are doing nothing
about it. All we are doing is making it
worse by spending more money we
don’t have, indebting our children and
grandchildren.

We are now $34 trillion in debt, and
all I get from my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle is lip service
about taxes when we have been bring-
ing in revenue to the Treasury at the
top level we have ever done in the his-
tory of this country, 19.2 percent. We
have plenty of revenue. What we refuse
to do is deal with our spending prob-
lem, promises that we have made but
cannot honestly deliver on without
printing money.

I talked about the extent to which
the average American family can no
longer afford a car. A new car costs
$50,000, nearly double what it cost 10
years ago. Why? Because of absurd reg-
ulations and mandates coming out of
this administration unilaterally,
through bureaucrats, backed up by my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
passing legislation to mandate EVs
that are piling up on the lots of dealer-
ships that people can’t afford and that
don’t allow them to do their job. Debt
is piling up. Interest rates are going
up. Houses are unaffordable.

With healthcare, Americans are ex-
pected to spend $6,500 for a family pol-
icy and $1,400 for an individual. They
are expecting 2024 premiums to in-
crease 8 percent for group rates.
Healthcare is completely unaffordable
for the average American.

All this is happening as Big
Healthcare gets richer, and the Federal
Government continues to flood more
money into the market. Big Insurance
revenue is $1.25 trillion. The CBO esti-
mates Federal subsidies to health in-
surance for Americans under 65 will
reach $1 trillion.

Nobody in America knows what these
numbers mean. What they mean is you
can’t afford healthcare, can’t go to the
doctor, and can’t choose the doctor of
your choice.

We are enriching bureaucrats and
healthcare companies. We are enrich-
ing bureaucrats, pharma, hospitals,
and Big Insurance. We are doing it
through crony capitalism that was in-
flated under ObamaCare.

I have a constituent who came up to
me last week who is on ObamaCare and
can’t go to MD Anderson for the cancer
that is killing her, yet my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle pat them-
selves on the back for coverage.

I would like to know if any of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
want to call up my constituent and
congratulate her for having coverage
she can’t use. She can’t use it to go get
healthcare while we enrich the insur-
ance companies at levels they were
never enriched before, while we dev-
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astate them. She literally can’t go get
the care she needs under the coverage
of ObamaCare, while healthcare com-
panies are rolling in money.

I can’t go back to MD Anderson, if
my cancer comes back, on the plan
that I would have under ObamaCare as
a Member of Congress. That is the
truth.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle pretend that it is not dev-
astating the American family that we
are driving up the cost of healthcare,
making it impossible to get the doctor
of your choice, making it impossible
for people to live and enjoy the Amer-
ican Dream.

On the southern border in Texas, my
constituents text and call me every
single day—every day. I have constitu-
ents and friends in south Texas calling
me about the devastation being
wrought in south Texas.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle don’t care. They don’t care
about the little girls getting sold into
the sex trafficking trade, the almost
1,000 migrants who died along the Rio
Grande and southern border last year.
They don’t care about the fentanyl
pouring into Texas that is killing my
constituents. Last year, I had six kids
die in the school district I live in from
fentanyl poisoning. It is pouring into
our communities through wide open
borders, and everybody knows it.

Mayorkas goes down to the border
and won’t even apologize to the Border
Patrol agents he accused of whipping
people, which didn’t happen.
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Mr. Speaker, there have been 6.6 mil-
lion illegal aliens since January 21 and
1.7 million known got-aways. That is
bigger than the entire population of
San Antonio, Texas, which I represent
and is the seventh largest city. We
don’t know who they are.

I had members of the Texas legisla-
ture showing me videos of people they
saw over Thanksgiving weekend in
south Texas, single adult males run-
ning away from Border Patrol. If you
are running away from Border Patrol
in 2023, I assure you it is because you
are up to no good.

The entire world knows that if you
come here and you go up to Border Pa-
trol and you say the word asylum, you
are going to get released into the
United States.

Texas is under siege. We spent $12.5
billion of our own money to do the job
the Federal Government refuses to do,
while my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle, Secretary Mayorkas,
President Biden, Senate Democrats,
and CHUCK SCHUMER ignore the crisis
and pretend that sending more money
down to process more people will make
a damn difference. It won’t.

Texas would be well within its rights
to tell this Federal Government to go
straight to hell. Stop sending any tax
receipts and do what we need to do to
secure Texas. Frankly, Governor Ab-
bott should do that. Shut off the flow
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across the border because this Federal
Government refuses to do it.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle don’t care. The fact of the
matter is, this current Democrat ad-
ministration and my Democratic col-
leagues are all too fine while the Amer-
ican family suffers, losing the Amer-
ican Dream. They have $11,000 of addi-
tional costs every year under this ad-
ministration. Kids die in their schools
from fentanyl. People pour into com-
munities in Texas and Arizona and
throughout the country. They are pil-
ing up in New York, so bad that they
had to cut a deal to move them onto
military installations and Federal
properties.

All of our streets are unsafe because
DAs refuse to enforce the laws—funded
by George Soros—DAs in Texas and
throughout this country. Literally, the
DA in San Antonio, it was just re-
ported, has dismissed more than 6,000
criminal cases in the first 3 months of
2023. That is a 50 percent rise in dis-
missed cases.

One of these dismissed cases led ca-
reer criminal Michael Kirkland to be
free to shoot at police officers and mo-
torists in San Antonio while evading
arrest, leading to an officer being in-
jured this past August. Those are the
policies of this Democrat regime and of
Democrats across this country.

Violent crime is surging, borders are
open, fentanyl is pouring into our
schools, inflation is up, interest rates
are up, and life expectancy is down.

The fact of the matter is, Repub-
licans have a duty to check this admin-
istration and my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle. It is why I de-
mand and implore my Republican col-
leagues that we answer the question:
What have we done?

I can assure you my Democratic col-
leagues—the answer to what they have
done is destroy the Republic by passing
legislation that bankrupts the Amer-
ican family, pursuing unicorn energy
policies, forcing EVs to pile up on deal-
ership lots, driving families into bank-
ruptcy, and now they are unable to af-
ford houses.

Democrats are actively doing that.
Republicans basically say, well, we got
elected, we are at least stopping that.
We are at least stopping the passage of
really bad bills, like the so-called Infla-
tion Reduction Act or the American
Rescue Plan. These bills all spend
money we don’t have. It is driving us
into debt, funding and enriching White,
elitist liberals in their big, supposedly,
green corporations.

Every time Republicans run for office
we make a lot of promises about things
like cutting spending, shrinking bu-
reaucracy, or securing the border. That
is what you do when you run for office,
you make a lot of promises. You make
a lot of pledges.

We don’t have the luxury of grading
ourselves on our intentions. The road
to hell is paved with good intentions.
The American people, the history
books, and the good Lord are going to
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judge based on the actions we take and
the results we deliver and whether or
not we deliver for the American people.

To deliver for the American people,
Republicans must force the Senate
Democratic leadership, Majority Lead-
er SCHUMER, and President Biden, to
understand a handful of very Kkey
truths. Under no circumstances should
we give another dollar to Ukraine. No
bills should come to the House floor
until H.R. 2 is signed by the President
and the flow stops across our southern
border.

That ought to be the very clear mes-
sage that is sent to the President and
Majority Leader SCHUMER. If my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
and the Senate want to choose to
refuse to secure the border, then they
can call up Mr. Zelenskyy and the peo-
ple of Ukraine and explain why.

They can explain that it is more im-
portant to keep open borders in Amer-
ica and undermine our sovereignty and
our security and our well-being. They
can call up Israel and explain to Israel
that they refuse to actually fund sup-
port for Israel because they are more
interested in funding Internal Revenue
Service bureaucrats to go after the
American people.

That is what our Democratic col-
leagues in the Senate have chosen to
do, and they know it. They know it. We
pass a bipartisan bill that chooses to
move dollars that were allocated to ex-
pand the IRS to go after the American
people, take those dollars and give it to
our friends from Israel. Our Demo-
cratic colleagues in the Senate, on a
party-line vote, voted no.

They refused to fund our friends in
Israel because they were more com-
mitted to the leftist makeover of this
country. They are more committed to
open borders than they are to securing
the communities of the American peo-
ple and allowing us to have a full and
open debate about Ukraine and how we
can proceed to fund our government.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are sick of excuses. They want us to do
our job. I understand the difficulty of
dealing with a razor-thin majority with
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
who have no interest in doing the
things that we want to do to secure the
United States, secure our border, re-
duce spending, reduce inflation, focus
the military on what it needs to be fo-
cused on, and to do our job under the
Constitution in our limited powers. I
understand the difficulty of that.

We have done a great job and we have
been united as a Republican Party to
send good bills over to the Senate. Now
we should hold the Senate accountable
to doing the work of the American peo-
ple to follow up on what we have al-
ready done. To send a border security
bill, H.R. 2, that would do the job of se-
curing the border. Sending a National
Defense Authorization bill that would
restore our military to its mission
rather than social engineering.

There are seven appropriations bills,
and others that are ready to go if our
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Democratic colleagues on the other
side of the Capitol in the Senate will
sit down with us to actually reduce
spending year over year from 2023 to
2024. We can constrain spending. We
can constrain inflation. We can con-
strain the bureaucrats that are inter-
fering with the lives of the American
people and undermining their freedom
and their ability to produce and pros-
per according to their God-given tal-
ents.

Voters are watching what we are
doing. They are watching whether we
are going to stand up and actually do
our job, and whether or not we are
going to deliver for them rather than
engaging in lip service. I think we need
to do our job.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

ISRAELI HOSTAGE CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to lead my col-
leagues in a Special Order hour.

On October 7, Hamas launched a hor-
rific attack against Israeli civilians,
murdering over 1,400 people and taking
hostage more than 244 women, chil-
dren, families, and the elderly. Hamas
spared no one.

The hostage crisis has left hundreds
of families desperate and searching for
answers on the health and safety of
their loved ones. This past month has
been gut-wrenching. I have never felt
this magnitude of pain, shock, and
anger burning in the hearts of the Jew-
ish people.

The intentional, genocidal violence
inflicted on Israeli civilians and the
unconscionable apathy of many na-
tions is a sobering reminder of the fact
that Israel remains surrounded by hos-
tility and danger.

For me, and for so many of us, this
goes beyond our belief in the survival
of the Jewish State. It rises far above
politics as usual. It is a moment in his-
tory that begs for humanity, unity, and
solidarity with Israel.

I am wrecked by how quickly people
in this country have forgotten the hos-
tages still being held in Gaza by
Hamas. I find myself having to reit-
erate over and over again that Israel
was attacked by a terrorist organiza-
tion whose mission is the eradication
of Israel and the Jewish people.
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We must all remember not only the
horrifying statistic of 240 captured, but
who they are as people. These are real
human beings. That is why we are here
tonight.

We will continue to come to this
floor to call attention to all of the
human beings who are brutally being
held captive by Hamas in Gaza, until
every last one of them is released.

Each of my colleagues who are join-
ing me will speak about a hostage or
family of hostages, show their beau-
tiful faces, and remind all of us not to
forget these victims who are suffering
under terrorist brutality.

Thankfully, Israel has welcomed
home many children and some women
this week. I am extremely grateful for
President Biden’s efforts to help make
that possible. We cannot and we will
not stop until all hostages are reunited
with their families.

Tonight, I will be sharing the story
of the Bibas family, parents Shiri and
Yarden, 4-year-old Ariel, and 10-month-
old Kfir from Kibbutz Nir Oz. Look at
this beautiful family.

Kfir, the youngest hostage, was just 9
months old on October 7. He had just
learned to crawl when he was abducted.
His family is worried Kfir doesn’t have
access to formula. Look at Kfir’s beau-
tiful face. How could anyone justify
kidnapping and taking hostage a 9-
month-old.

As a Jewish mother, I remember
when my babies were that age. I re-
member nursing them. I remember
holding them in my arms and being
joyful about their first crawling, their
first steps, and looking forward to the
beauty of their lives unfolding.

Looking at Kfir and Ariel’s faces is
heartbreaking and is deeply personal.
Many of us have had the opportunity to
meet with the families of these hos-
tages. Yesterday, Hamas claimed that
Shiri, Ariel, and Kfir were killed in
Gaza. I pray with all my heart that
that is false. The barbarism and cru-
elty of Hamas knows no bounds.

The Bibas family would never have
been in harm’s way in Gaza if Hamas
did not launch its murderous attack on
Israel and take children as leverage on
October 7.
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On that fateful day, Shiri, Yarden,
and their boys were hiding in a safe
room when militants fired semiauto-
matic weapons outside the family’s
window as Yarden texted relatives: ‘I
love you all.” One-half hour later, he
texted, ‘“They are coming in,”” just be-
fore communication ceased.

Since then, the world has seen a dis-
tressing video of Shiri holding her two
young boys wrapped in a blanket close
to her chest while surrounded by
Hamas militants. Another video de-
picts Yarden with a head injury forc-
ibly being taken away on a motorcycle.

On Monday, the IDF announced the
Bibas family was transferred by Hamas
to another Palestinian terror group in
Gaza as if they were a commodity to
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give leverage to another terrorist orga-
nization.

While we know the facts about Octo-
ber 7 and have seen the family’s pic-
tures and videos, it is important to re-
member the light and love of this fam-
ily. Shiri is described by loved ones as
a woman who touches everyone’s heart,
gentle and full of tenderness, which
you can clearly see when she was try-
ing to shield her children and the ter-
ror on her face. She was reborn with
her two little sons. They were the light
that filled her life. Under her loving
wing, they were growing up happily.

Ariel loves anything with wheels and
a motor. He dreams of superheroes and
dresses up as Batman.

Yarden is a sensitive and loving fa-
ther and husband. Ofri says that while
her brother looks big and strong, inside
he is the most sensitive and gentle per-
son she knows.

Shiri’s cousin Yifat said in an inter-
view about her family: “I can only
hope they are together. I hope they
didn’t separate her from her children. I
try not to think about the worst. This
is the only thing that keeps me going.
But every day that goes by, we can’t go
the same path anymore. Things need to
be changed. Israel is going to be
changed after this. We are all trauma-
tized, okay? This touched every family
that is involved in Israel.”

My heart goes out to Ofri, Yifat, and
their whole family. Make no mistake,
Hamas will be held responsible.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER).

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this is a
time of sadness, of wrenching pain, of
anger, and of determination.

It is my solemn duty, Mr. Speaker, to
speak on this floor today about a cou-
rageous, talented, and generous young
man, Itay Chen. His family is in the
gallery. I had the opportunity to speak
to them just a few minutes ago. As any
family would be, knowing that their
child is at great risk and not knowing
his present welfare, they are grieving
but determined.

Itay is an American-Israeli dual cit-
izen bravely serving his nation in the
IDF.

That is probably incorrect. This is
his nation. IDF is the land of his fore-
bears and of his ancestors and a land
that offers sanctuary and safety to the
Jewish people who have been savaged,
hated, Kkilled, and maligned for mil-
lennia.

On October 7, Itay was taken hostage
during Hamas’ brutal criminal and sav-
age attack on Israel and on innocent
civilians in the land that is not con-
tested by anybody.

Itay is only 19 years old. Mr. Speak-
er, I have not met Itay, though I hope
to do so in person in the near future.
However, I met with his father, Ruby,
who is with us in the gallery today, as
I said, and his mother, Hagit, is joining
us, as well.

Mr. Speaker, everything I have heard
about their son has only reinforced my
resolve to help bring Itay home and the
other hostages home, as well.
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Itay was raised in New York City, the
city in which I was born, Mr. Speaker.
He was always a precocious kid and a
kindhearted young man. Like his dad,
he is an avid lover of basketball. Un-
like his dad, however, he is a diehard
Lakers fan. So, there is a little conflict
in the family, but that has not affected
the deep love and concern that his fam-
ily has for Itay.

I want to assure them, Mr. Speaker,
that is shared by the 435 Members of
this body. It is not a partisan issue but
a human issue.

Itay may not have inherited his fa-
ther’s basketball loyalties, Mr. Speak-
er, but he did inherit his New York
grit. Itay also developed a calling for
service at a very young age, partici-
pating in Boy Scouts and serving his
community. That commitment to serv-
ing others drove Itay to join the IDF.

I know his experience in captivity, as
awful as it is. Very frankly, Mr. Speak-
er, the Red Cross has seen the horror of
how these hostages are being kept, and
they ought to tell the world that truth.
Nevertheless, we know that his experi-
ence will not break his generous spirit
nor his dedication to the sacred Jewish
principle of tikkun olam, repairing the
world and doing good so that others
may do better.

His parents, Ruby and Hagit; his
brothers, Roy and Alon; and the rest of
his family and friends continue to show
tremendous resilience and courage. We
can do no less in the Congress, no less
in the White House, and no less in
America than make sure we bring this
American home alive and healthy.

I think, Mr. Speaker, how I would
feel if one of my three daughters or one
of my three grandchildren or one of my
four great-grandchildren were in some
tunnel or crevice illegally and crimi-
nally. I would do everything I could to
get them back, and we must do every-
thing to get back not only Itay but all
those pictures that we will see of inno-
cent people killed, maimed, and taken
hostage by a criminal group we call
Hamas.

I want Itay and his loved ones to
know that we are going to make sure
this Congress does everything it can to
bring him and the other hostages home
as quickly as possible. Mr. Speaker, as
a symbol of that promise, I am wearing
a dog tag that Ruby gave me just
weeks ago.

Until they return safely to our
shores, we will continue to stand
strong with their families. Their grief
is our grief. Their hope is our hope, and
that hope grows with every hostage re-
leased. It will not end until they are all
home, safe in the arms of their families
and loved ones.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from Florida for taking this
Special Order and for yielding to me.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Maryland for his poignant remarks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER).

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ for this
Special Order.
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I rise tonight, Mr. Speaker, because,
on October 7, Hamas terrorists at-
tacked Israel and abducted more than
230 people, including many Americans.
Hamas brutally murdered, raped,
burned alive, and decapitated more
than 1,000 innocent babies, children,
women, men, and the elderly. It was
the deadliest day for the Jewish people
since the Holocaust.

Mr. Speaker, 40 American citizens
were slaughtered by Hamas, and 9 have
been living in horrifying fear at the
hands of terrorists for more than 50
days. It blows my mind that this isn’t
talked about every single day in this
country, that Americans were Kkilled
and Americans remain hostages.

Hamas killed Americans, and terror-
ists still hold American hostages inside
Gaza. That should be the beginning and
end of the argument of why we must
crush and kill Hamas.

Thankfully, because of President
Biden’s resolve and strong leadership,
groups of hostages have been rescued,
including 4-year-old Avigail, an Amer-
ican citizen. Nevertheless, as of today,
there are still 160 hostages.

One of the eight American hostages
is Edan Alexander, a 19-year-old from
Tenafly in my district in northern New
Jersey. You can see him in this photo
that was shared with me by his family,
his mom.

I have spent time with his family.
They are phenomenal people and just
such wonderful, warm people. His sister
is at Tenafly High School. After grad-
uating from Tenafly High School in
2022, Edan began serving in the Israel
Defense Forces.

Edan is the type of person who would
regularly call his mother to check in,
and his sister considers him to be her
best friend. He is devoted to his friends
and is always there for his family. He
swam in high school. I have seen pic-
tures of him at the prom. He is just
like any other American kid we know.

Since day one, I have been in con-
stant contact with the Alexander fam-
ily and the State Department. Their
unimaginable strength in the face of
unfathomable pain gives us all great
hope.

It is time to get all of these hostages
home.

There are some people who equivo-
cate about Hamas. There should be no
equivocation. They are designated by
the United States of America as a for-
eign terrorist organization, and any-
body who has spent time looking at im-
ages that many of us saw in the videos
of barbaric, heinous, and unthinkable
acts that took place on October 7
knows what Hamas is capable of.

Look what they are doing to inno-
cent Palestinian civilians every single
day. Are they welcoming them under-
ground and giving them safe haven?
No. They take no responsibility. They
use innocent people as human shields.
That is what Hamas does.

Hamas’ charter advocates jihad
against the Jewish people and the
elimination of the Jewish state. Israel



November 30, 2023

is surrounded by terror groups that
want to kill their people, including
Arab Israelis.

Israel is and remains the only vi-
brant, progressive, and inclusive de-
mocracy in the region. They are our
key ally because they are critical to
our national security and stand up for
values that we share, strong demo-
cratic values. They are key to our fight
against terror in the region, against
Hezbollah, Palestinian Islamic Jihad,
and Hamas.

In Israel, Arab parties serve in the
Knesset; women serve at the highest
levels of military; and the country re-
mains an oasis for LGBTQ people in a
region hostile toward the community.

It sickens me that some people are
trying to romanticize Hamas. They
should be reminded that in Gaza, under
Hamas rule, same-sex relations are
outlawed. Make no mistake, Mr.
Speaker, your life would be at risk
every day if you were openly gay in
Gaza or the West Bank.

Additionally, Hamas’ 1988 charter
states that Muslim women are impor-
tant because they ‘‘manufacture men.”
Hamas even enforces what women wear
in public. There is also no law in Gaza
that criminalizes violence against
women within the family, including
sexual violence.
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Hamas allows honor Kkillings, the
murder of women and girls accused of
what they call ‘“‘immoral sexual con-
duct.”

Yet, it took U.N. women a month and
a half to recognize that women and
girls were raped in Israel, and, even
then, they still refused to mention
Hamas.

Do they not believe the fact that
Hamas terrorists committed horrifying
and unspeakable acts against innocent
girls and women, including many that
we have seen images of? As you see all
of these hostages being released, you
can’t imagine what they have been
through; and I think, of course, of the
images we are seeing this evening,
those who are still hostages.

Thankfully, President Biden has been
phenomenal, as I said, with his unwav-
ering support for the State of Israel
and the Jewish people. The President
understands that you have to actually
hold terrorists who commit atrocities
accountable or they will strike again
and be stronger.

Hamas terrorists have made it clear
that they will not back down and are
committed to ‘‘a second, third, and
fourth” October 7 against Israel.

Mr. Speaker, let me conclude by say-
ing: We must stand by our key ally to
get all hostages home, crush the ter-
rorists, and provide humanitarian aid
to innocent Palestinian civilians being
used by Hamas as human shields.

Israel must eliminate every single
terrorist responsible for the atrocities
committed on October 7, and we must
get these hostages home.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Debbie for her
leadership. I thank all of my colleagues
for being here this evening.
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Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
New Jersey for his words.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. TRONE).

Mr. TRONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call for the release of Abra-
ham Munder, who was taken hostage
by Hamas during their brutal attack
on October 7.

Mr. Munder is a 78-year-old father
and grandfather. Who does that? He has
been in captivity for 54 days and count-
ing.

Abraham and his wife, Ruti, lived
and raised their family in Kibbutz Nir
Oz for nearly 60 years. They built a
home. They built a life. It is all gone.
Nir Oz was one of the hardest hit by
Hamas on October 7, almost a quarter
of their population was murdered or
kidnapped.

The Munder family has endured un-
speakable hardship and tragedy in
these weeks. That day, Abraham and
Ruti’s daughter, Keren, was visiting
her parents with her son, Ohad. They
were all taken hostage by Hamas. Ohad
spent his ninth birthday as a hostage
in Gaza.

A few weeks ago, I had the solemn
honor of meeting with the hostages’
family members in my Capitol office,
including Keren’s cousin Meirav and
her son, Itay.

All they wanted was for the hostages
to be brought home, for the world to
not forget about their loved ones.
Many of us here in Congress took these
meetings, and we all pledged we would
do all we could to bring them home.

For the last 54 days, Abraham has
been held separately and was feared
dead by his family. For the last 54
days, he hasn’t known that his son was
murdered in the attacks. For the last
54 days, he hasn’t known that his wife
and his daughter and grandson sur-
vived and were taken hostage.

As a grandfather and a parent my-
self, I can’t begin to imagine the night-
mare. By the grace of God, Ruti, Keren,
and Ohad were returned to Israel on
November 24 as part of the negotiated
cease-fire and hostage exchange.

Today, we call for Abraham to be
brought home. Let him grieve and heal
with his family. We continue to call for
Hamas to release all the hostages. We
must bring them all home.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
participation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. NADLER).

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on October 7, the State
of Israel was treacherously attacked by
the terrorist group Hamas. They mur-
dered 1,200 peaceful people, many of
them at a musical festival, some from
Kibbutz Nir Oz near the border. They
kidnapped 250 people illegally, of
course, and took them into Gaza.

We know that some of them have
been released in a deal that was made,
one of them was an American Israeli
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named Abigail, just 4 years old. She
was kept together with three other
hostages and was given one piece of
pita, Middle East bread, for the four of
them per day. When they came home,
they had to be deloused. Their hair and
their clothes were full of lice, and they
said that if they had to go to the bath-
room, they had to wait 2 hours.

Mr. Speaker, Hamas has said over
and over again, they will attack over
and over again, again and again until
Israel is no more. When people demand
a cease-fire, we should think what we
would have thought about people de-
manding a cease-fire 7 or 8 weeks after
Pearl Harbor. A cease-fire would sim-
ply permit Hamas to regroup and to at-
tack Israel again and again and again,
which they have told us they would do.

By the way, there had been cease-
fires. There have been four cease-fires,
every one of which Hamas broke, in-
cluding breaking a cease-fire on Octo-
ber 7.

One of the hostages who was taken
was a fellow named Danny Elgarat,
brother of Yitzchak Elgarat. I want to
read what Danny said about that.

He said, ‘““‘My name is Danny, Danny
Elgarat. Around 10:30 a.m., my brother
calls me, my Dbrother, Yitzchak
Elgarat. He lives in Kibbutz Nir Oz. He
tells me that his hand is crushed, flood-
ed with blood. He was hysterical and
stressed, and I didn’t quite understand
what was going on with him, and I
tried to guide him how to apply a tour-
niquet to stop the blood.

‘‘Suddenly, while I am still trying to
guide him, I hear screams in the back-
ground and shouts. Then Itzik, my
brother Itzik, shouts ‘Danny, it’s the
end. It’s the end,” and our call is cut
off.

“Afterwards we checked the matter
of Itzik’s phone, the location of the
phone. We found out that his phone is
located in Gaza, the center of the city
of Gaza.

“When he would come back to us, we
would sit in the porch with a good
glass of Whiskey and we would say it
was just a bad dream.”

Mr. Speaker, I pray for Yitzhak and
all the remaining hostages who were so
barbarically taken from their families.
Bring them home and defeat Hamas so
they can’t do this again and again and
again.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. FRANKEL).

Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on October 7, the deadliest
day for the Jewish people since the
Holocaust, Hamas terrorists took over
200 hostages from Israel—men, women,
children, the elderly, and the young,
including dozens of IDF soldiers who
Hamas has refused to release. I want to
tell you about one of them.

That beautiful young lady is Naama
Levy. She is the second of four chil-
dren. She is an athlete, loves soccer,
the triathlon. During her summer in
high school, she was a participant in
the Hands of Peace project in the
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United States working toward peace
between Israelis and Palestinians.

After she graduated high school, like
other Israeli youth, she completed her
coursework to be an observation sol-
dier, and she began her military service
on October 5 at the Nahal Oz base. It
was 2 days later, on October 7 at 6:32
a.m., she woke to red alerts and went
into a safe room with her friends. She
then texted her mom. There is the text:

Mom, we are in the safe room. I have
never heard anything like this.

Her mother says:

What is happening, my darling?

What her mother then saw on a video
loop over and over was her daughter
being dragged off by her hair by Hamas
into the back of a truck.

Her mom lives the same nightmare
as the other families of the hostages.
She thinks about her every day. Where
is her daughter now? What kind of life
is she living? Where does she sleep?
Does she have water? Does she have
air? Is she being treated well?

Mr. Speaker, look at this young lady,
just starting her life with hopes and
dreams. Let’s bring her back.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. NORCROSS).

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank Debbie and all my colleagues for
being here today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak on
behalf of Aviv Atzili. I was supposed to
be here speaking about him being held
hostage by Hamas and the need to
bring him home safely and without
delay.

Instead, I am sadly here to speak
about the memory of Aviv. Aviv was a
dedicated family man, who just hours
ago it was confirmed that he was killed
by Hamas.

According to his father-in-law, a New
Jerseyan, Aviv bravely fought back
against terrorists, but they had not
heard anything since that day in Octo-
ber. The news of his death comes hours
after his wife, Liat, an American, was
released from captivity after 54 days.

While we are grateful for her release,
we mourn the loss of Aviv as he leaves
behind Liat and her three children.

We are keeping friends, family, and
certainly his community in our pray-
ers, but, unfortunately, Aviv’s story is
one of thousands, many that you will
hear tonight about American citizens,
many who have been Kkilled or taken
hostage by Hamas terrorists.

When I traveled with Debbie in a bi-
partisan group just 2 days after the at-
tack when we were in Israel, we heard
the stories from the families. We lis-
tened as two children talked about how
their mother and father hid in that
shelter until they broke through and
took her father away while she hid, and
we are still waiting to hear what hap-
pened there. It is impossible to try to
fathom exactly the pain that they are
going through, to watch and to hear
what happened as they are hiding.

Many Israelis continue to live that
dark day and they are waiting to hear
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about those who have been taken away.
It is time to bring them all home. The
images, the videos of the reuniting
children and families bring that joy to
our heart in such time of pain. It is a
reminder that we must bring all the re-
maining hostages home without delay.

I am proud to join with my col-
leagues here today to highlight our
commitment to bring every single one
of them home. We cannot and we will
not be silent until all those held by
that terrorist organization are re-
united with their families.

As a father and grandfather, it
breaks my heart to listen to the pain of
those families and what they are going
through, and I cannot fathom what the
Atzili family across Israel had to live
through since its brutal attack.

Mr. Speaker, Aviv and Liat’s story is
a reminder that every single hostage
and Israeli loss is a son, daughter,
mother, father, brother, or sister. May
Aviv’s memory be a blessing to his
family and to all of us.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
New Jersey so much for his words, and
I can say it was so incredibly moving
and meaningful to be able to join him
and Mr. PANETTA from California and
Senator ERNST just days after those
horrific attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from New York (Mr. GOLDMAN).

Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from Florida for organizing this very
important Special Order hour, and I
thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving us
the time to do this.

Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to shine a
light on the Metzger family from Kib-
butz Nir Oz, which suffered the un-
imaginable loss of 38 members of the
kibbutz, and from where a shocking 75
innocent people were taken captive by
Hamas. That is almost one-third of the
innocent hostages who were abducted
by Hamas on October 7.

Two of those abducted were Tamar
Metzger, age 78, and her husband
Yoram, age 80. They are grandparents.

Mrs. Metzger was released 2 days ago,
after 52 days in captivity.

My family had an opportunity to
spend some time with the Metzger’s
son, Nir, and his two children, Ran and
Omer, this week in New York.

According to Nir, the Hamas terror-
ists, teenagers, dragged his mom out of
her bathroom, bashed her face in with
a rifle, and severely injured her knees
and legs as they violently took a 78-
year-old woman to the tunnels of Gaza.
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In Gaza, both Metzgers were kept in
a tiny, dark, and moist room in an un-
derground tunnel, where there were 12
mattresses on the floor for the 2 of
them and 10 other hostages from Kib-
butz Nir Oz.

There was essentially nowhere for
them to walk or move. They were not
allowed to speak. If they did speak, the
terrorists would beat them. This hap-
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pened to a number of them, including
78-year-old Mrs. Metzger at least one
time.

Yoram remains held captive in that
dank darkness underground, unable to
move, unable to speak, under constant
fear of being beaten by Hamas terror-
ists.

We cannot allow another day to go
by before these innocent civilians are
released back to their homes in Israel.
We cannot stop pushing and pressing
Hamas to release them and putting
pressure on allies and other countries
in the Middle East—in Qatar, in
Egypt—to put pressure on Hamas to re-
lease the illegally abducted civilians
who are kept captive in the tunnels of
Gaza without any light, without food,
and without any ability to move
around.

It is time to bring them home. It is
time to bring them all home.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. STEVENS), who is
the co-chair of the Congressional Task

Force on American Hostages and
Americans Wrongfully Detained
Abroad.

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my colleague from Florida for her lead-
ership in the House of Representatives
during this incredibly sobering and try-
ing moment.

When the Congressional Task Force
on American Hostages and Americans
Wrongfully Detained Abroad was cre-
ated, we never envisioned a moment
like the one that we found ourselves in
on October 7.

As Americans, as Members of the
House of Representatives, we don’t just
call for the release of the American
hostages in Gaza, but we call for the
release of all the hostages, for what
took place on October 7 was an attack
on innocent people. It was an attack on
all of humanity, an attack on those liv-
ing freely and peacefully, going about
their daily business in free society.

They were attacked by terrorists.
They were attacked by those who seek
to do evil. They were attacked because
of what Israel means to the world.
That cannot stand.

Behind me is a picture of a woman,
Karina Ariev, age 19, a surveillance sol-
dier who was taken captive on October
7 when Hamas terrorists attacked the
base at Nahal Oz, where she was sta-
tioned. Her family is still eagerly wait-
ing for her release, including her par-
ents and her 24-year-old sister, Sasha.

Sasha’s plea for the return of her sis-
ter has been heard around the world.
As I join my colleagues this evening in
bringing attention to the individuals
like Karina and the remaining hos-
tages, it is incredibly sobering.

Sasha’s words, which I would like to
read, about her beloved sister are as
follows:

‘“‘She called us in the morning [of Oc-
tober 7], and she said that the base had
been raided and attacked. She basi-
cally called to tell us good-bye. And so,
if she won’t live, she asked us to con-
tinue our life. The last message was:
‘The terrorists, they are here.’
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“A few hours later, we identified her
in a video. This was a video that the
terrorists took and then published on
their Telegram channels. This is our
last confirmation that she is alive. She
is alive on the video, but we don’t
know what is going on now.

“We know that they probably took
her. She was in their jeep, with other
girls. We went to the police to show
them the video and to say that we
identify my sister so they can do some-
thing.

“The same evening, military officers
came to our door, and they said to us
that my sister, Karina, is held in the
hands of a terror organization. From
this moment, we do not know any
other information.

“We sit, watch TV, and hope for the
best.”

She continues: ‘“She is all I have, you
know. I love my parents and all, but
she is the one my heart belongs to. She
is the only one I love in this world and
the only one I want to be with me. She
always comforts me.

“Even [though] she is my little sis-
ter, I can always come to her, and she
will be logical with me and make me
come together. She is very lovely. She
is very innocent. She is very childish,
although she is now a teenager. She
likes to decorate her room. She likes
stickers and the fluffy dolls of the ani-
mals. She loves to paint. She loves cos-
metics; she is always doing my make-
up. I do not understand anything about
it.

“I remember the day she was born
because the gap between us is 5 years.
I was in the hospital, and I saw her. All
this life, since the moment she was
born till now, is just rolling in my head
like a film.”

Hamas, release the hostages now.
Bring Karina home to her family.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman for
her poignant remarks and her dedica-
tion to this cause.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs. TORRES).

Mrs. TORRES of California. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my good friend from
Florida for bringing us together to
bring awareness and to never forget the
folks who still need to be returned
home.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to demand the im-
mediate release and safe return of the
remaining hostages in Gaza held by
Hamas terrorists.

I am grateful for President Biden’s
leadership that has led to the release of
hostages. However, many remain cap-
tive, including  22-year-old Omer
Neutra.

Omer was born in the United States
and is the son of Ronen and Orna and
now has spent over 50 days in captivity.
He grew up in Long Island, where he
was the regional president of the
United Synagogue Youth and captain
of many sports teams.

His friends and family describe Omer
as a natural-born leader known for his
compassion, seeing the best in people,
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and bringing communities together, a
peaceful soul. His kindness and sense of
duty led him to defer his future at
Binghamton University to defend his
grandparents’ land with the hope of
bringing communities together. Put-
ting his future on hold to serve others,
that is Omer.

His drive to lead and to serve now
puts him last in line to be released
from captivity. His family, who are
with us here this evening, have been in
agony for the past 7 weeks with no
word if Omer is even alive. We will con-
tinue to pray for him.

As the mother of an Air Force vet-
eran, I can only imagine their agony.
This is something that no parent, no
mother, no father, no grandparent
could ever imagine would happen to
their loved one.

I join my colleagues in calling for the
immediate release of hostages held by
Hamas, and I urge the administration
to continue to do everything in their
power to help free hostages like Omer
and ensure their safe return home.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I yield to the gentlewoman
from North Carolina (Ms. MANNING),
the co-chair of the Bipartisan
Taskforce for Combating Anti-Semi-
tism.

Ms. MANNING. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my dear friend, Congresswoman
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for putting this
evening together and for meeting with
me and so many other of our Members
with hostage families for week after
week.

On October 7, we woke in horror to
Hamas’ brutal and despicable terrorist
attacks, invading Israel, firing rockets
at innocent civilians, going house to
house, murdering babies, executing
parents in front of their children, and
massacring 250 young people at a music
festival.

As if killing 1,200 people was not
enough, Hamas took an estimated 240
innocent civilians hostage in Gaza, in-
cluding elderly women, babies, young
children, and Holocaust survivors.

Like many of my colleagues, I have
spent the past 7 weeks meeting with
the families of hostages, hostages in-
cluding Keith Siegel from Chapel Hill,
North Carolina, and his wife Aviva,
who were kidnapped from Kibbutz Kfar
Aza.

I met with Keith’s sister, Lucy, and
his niece, Emily, who spoke so lovingly
of their family members.

Keith and Aviva are the parents of
four children and the proud grand-
parents of five grandchildren. Keith
grew up in my home State of North
Carolina. He moved to Israel as a
young man, where he met Aviva, who
was born in South Africa and had
moved to Israel at the age of 8. Keith
and Aviva have lived happily in Kib-
butz Kfar Aza for 40 years.

On the morning of October 7, Keith
and Aviva were having a quiet day at
home when they were brutally at-
tacked and abducted by Hamas terror-
ists, who drove them into Gaza in their
own car.
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After 51 days of grueling captivity,
Aviva was finally released earlier this
week as part of a temporary cease-fire.
Keith is still being held hostage. I can’t
even imagine what Aviva has gone
through or the agony the entire family
is going through waiting for their be-
loved Keith to be freed from captivity.

I have met with other hostage fami-
lies and learned about their loved ones.
I realized that just like the stories of
Holocaust survivors, each story about
a hostage is unique. Each story is
heartbreaking because each of these
hostages has loving family members
whose lives have been torn apart, who
are living the agony of not knowing
what has become of their loved ones:
Are they okay? Are they healthy? Are
they injured? Are they alive? Will they
ever see them again?

I have heard stories that have
brought me to tears, that haunt my
dreams, and that should make all of us
redouble our efforts to bring those hos-
tages home. I have met with several of
these families so often that I feel like
they are my own extended family mem-
bers.

Over the past few days, we have seen
some of the hostages released and
brought home to their families, and I
thank President Biden and this admin-
istration, along with Israelis and our
regional partners who have worked to
ensure that the agreed-upon hostage
exchanges took place, but there is still
much more work to do.
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There are still more than 130 people
being held hostage, and we have only
begun to learn about the terrible cir-
cumstances of their captivity. This has
told us we have absolutely no time to
waste.

Earlier this week, I was proud to help
lead the debate on the House floor on a
bipartisan resolution that we passed
unanimously demanding the release of
the hostages, but passing a resolution
is not enough. We must do more.

Hamas has still not allowed the
International Red Cross to visit the
hostages. This is unacceptable. Our
country and countries around the
world must join together and demand
the immediate release of all the re-
maining hostages: the children, the
women, the men, the civilians, and the
soldiers. We have no time to waste.

I look forward to rejoicing with the
Siegel family when Keith is finally re-
leased, and I look forward to bringing
all the hostages home.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from North Carolina for her remarks,
and I yield to the gentleman from Mas-
sachusetts (Mr. AUCHINCLOSS).

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Florida for
her leadership on this issue.

I rise today to tell the story of Ofer
Kalderon. On October 7, the deadliest
day for the Jewish people since the
Holocaust, Ofer, along with his chil-
dren Sahar, 16, and Erez, 12, was taken
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hostage by Hamas from the Nir Oz Kib-
butz close to the Gaza Strip.

During that brutal attack, 29 of Kib-
butz Nir Oz’s 400 residents were mur-
dered, and 80 were taken captive. These
are not just numbers. Those residents
who were murdered were individuals
with hopes now extinguished, with
lives now cut short.

Those taken hostage are living in un-
imaginable terror, and their families
are waiting, hoping for good news and
fearing the worst.

Ofer is a father of four, a carpenter.
He loves to build and to rebuild en-
gines, to travel, to take family camp-
ing trips, to race and ride dirt bikes, to
help cook Shabbat dinner for his fam-
ily.

When asked about Ofer, his family
describes his easygoing energy and a
huge smile.

We cannot lose sight of the fact that
there is a family and a story like this
one behind each one of these names of
those murdered and of those taken hos-
tage. Ofer is one of them.

Ofer’s children have thankfully been
returned, but their family will not be
made whole again until Ofer is re-
leased, as well. His relatives are my
constituents, and my office is pro-
viding any support that we can, but the
ultimate responsibility is on Hamas to
release Ofer and all hostages imme-
diately and unconditionally.

I urge those terrorists to salvage a
shred of humanity by releasing him
and by releasing all the others held
hostage, but I understand also that the
hopes of finding a shred of humanity
within Hamas are close to nil, which is
why I remind my colleagues here today
that we cannot handcuff Israel with
calls for a unilateral cease-fire as they
work to achieve their primary shared
goal we all have: bringing all of the
hostages home.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Massachusetts for his remarks, and I
yield to the gentleman from New York
(Mr. RYAN).

Mr. RYAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague from Florida for the time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of my
Hudson Valley community to honor
the memories of the community mem-
bers we lost on October 7 and to plead
and to demand the safe return of all of
the Hudson Valley families and friends
still held hostage by Hamas.

Judith and Gadi Haggai, who you can
see behind me, are both dual American
and Israeli citizens, Judith was born in
the Hudson Valley in Goshen, New
York, in Orange County.

On October 7, Judith and Gadi were
on their usual morning walk around
Kibbutz Nir Oz when they were am-
bushed by Hamas, shot, and the last lo-
cation of their phone was traced to
Gaza.

Judith and Gadi are not combatants
or soldiers. They are a schoolteacher
and a musician. They are peace-loving
people whose only crime was being
Jewish.
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Their niece, Ofri, took a one-way
flight to the United States, came to my
office, and made two powerful requests:
Never allow our country to forget her
aunt and her uncle and to fight with
everything that we have to bring them
back. I promised her I would do that,
and I stand here today to honor that
commitment.

Mr. Speaker, I served 27 months in
combat. Our rule was that we never
leave a fallen sister or brother behind.

I ask all to not forget Judith and
Gadi, and I refuse, and I know my fel-
low Americans refuse to leave behind
our Hudson Valley brothers and sisters.

Tragically, the Haggais are not the
only Hudson Valley family grieving.
Maurice Shnaider of Kingston, New
York, my hometown, lost his sister,
Margit, and his brother-in-law, Yosi, in
these barbaric attacks.

While we honor their loss, it is im-
possible to mourn properly while the
fate of their daughter, Shiri, and their
grandsons, Ariel and Kfir, hang in the
balance—Ariel, 4, Kfir, 10 months old.

My children, my two boys, Theo and
Cameron, are 4 and 1. I cannot think
every night as I put my boys to bed of
anything other than the faces of the
Bibas family.

These are not prisoners of war. These
are children, babies ripped away from
their home and taken hostage by
Hamas terrorists. This is pure, unadul-
terated evil.

To the Haggai family, the Bibas fam-
ily, to their friends, to my whole com-
munity, to every Jewish person wor-
ried about their safety amidst the his-
toric rise in anti-Semitism, know this:
We are here for you, we see you, and we
will not give up until every single hos-
tage comes home safely.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
remarks, and I yield to the gentleman
from California (Mr. PANETTA), who I
also had the privilege of traveling with
to Israel in the days after the attacks.

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, Rep-
resentative WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and I
were in the Middle East on October 7 of
this year. We were part of a congres-
sional delegation trip led by Senator
JONI ERNST, and we went there to talk
about peace. Unfortunately, due to the
bloodthirsty attack by Hamas, we left
the region talking about war.

Despite the change in the tone of our
trip, we became the first congressional
delegation to visit Israel in the after-
math of the October 7 attack.

While we were in country, though, we
met with family members of victims of
that attack, including David and Noam
Peri, a brother and sister whose 79-
year-old father, Haim Peri, was Kkid-
napped by Hamas from his home in the
Kibbutz Nir Oz, a peaceful agricultural
town whose name means meadow of
strength in Hebrew, a town whose 400
citizens probably could be seen prior to
the attack taking to the streets to
peacefully protest the prime minister’s
rightwing government.

On the morning of October 7, that
town was anything but peaceful as the
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Hamas attack left it smashed up and
smoldering with one in four of its resi-
dents either murdered or kidnapped.

That day, Hamas lived up to its defi-
nition as a genocidal terrorist organi-
zation as it attacked Israel to Kkill
Jews, to kill the Jewish society, and to
kill peace.

As part of that goal, Hamas attacked
Nir Oz and murdered 27 of its inhab-
itants and took 73 hostages to Gaza.

At the time of the attack, Haim was
not only the leader in that community,
he was also a long-time peace activist
for the Israeli-Palestinian issues.

He is the type that would drive sick
Palestinians from Gaza into Israel to
be cared for at Israeli hospitals.

A father of five and grandfather of 13,
Haim is now most likely isolated in the
dungeons of the Gazan tunnels.

Although Noam Peri describes her fa-
ther as strong and brave, she also ad-
mits that he is not young. A metal-
worker by trade, Haim has had two
heart surgeries and now has been with-
out his heart medication for 7 weeks.

I will never forget when we met
them. All that Noam was concerned
about was that he didn’t have his medi-
cation to survive.

Mr. Speaker, it is going to be tough
going forward. We hope that the hos-
tages are released and that there are
more pauses in the conflict.

We hope to pass and provide mean-
ingful support and humanitarian as-
sistance so that Israel can continue to
defend itself from the existential and
constant threat of Hamas.

Mr. Speaker, although things may
never be the same for Nir Oz, for Haim,
and for the family, we do know that be-
cause of its determination to survive
and succeed, the same determination it
has shown for over 75 years in its exist-
ence, Israel will continue to be that
meadow of strength in the Middle East
for peace, for prosperity, and for de-
mocracy.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for his
poignant words.

Mr. Speaker, may I inquire as to how
much time is remaining?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentlewoman has expired.

———

THE STATE OF QATAR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BERGMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.

SCHNEIDER).
Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my colleague, DEBBIE

WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for organizing
this hour. I thank the Speaker for his
indulgence and attention as we have
gone through a long list typical of con-
versations talking about the hostages.
I thank my friend from Michigan, Gen-
eral BERGMAN, for the time.

We should not have to be here to-
night. We should not be forced to talk
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about some of the 250 people brutally
kidnapped and taken hostage on Octo-
ber 7.

It should not be necessary to call for
the immediate, unconditional release
of these hostages. We should not be
here because Hamas should not be
holding hostages.

I am grateful that more than 100 hos-
tages have been released and returned
to Israel, but 143 hostages remain in
captivity, held by Hamas, by the Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad, and by others in
Gaza.

The families don’t know the status of
their loved ones. They don’t know
where their loved ones are. They don’t
know when they will be coming home.

I will talk tonight about one hostage,
Hersh Goldberg-Polin. Hersh’s parents,
Rachel and Jon, are from Chicago. I
have been friends with his aunt, Abby,
for more than 30 years. I know his
grandmother Leah. Hersh’s family is
now my family.

Hersh was born in northern Cali-
fornia. His family moved to Virginia
when Hersh was 4 and to Israel when he
was 7. That was in 2008. Hersh grew up
in Jerusalem, reached adulthood, and
was known widely as a Kkind, gentle
mensch.

On Friday, October 6, of this year,
Hersh was with his family in Jeru-
salem. It was the evening of the Sab-
bath, Shabbat, and the holiday of
Simchat Torah.

The family went to synagogue and
then went to dinner at a friend’s house
with two other families. After dinner,
Hersh grabbed his backpack and left to
meet his friend Aner. They later
learned that Hersh and his friend were
going to a concert in the south, a
music festival.

That was on Saturday, October 7. I
will read at length some of the words of
Hersh’s father, Jonathan Polin, pub-
lished in Time magazine.

He says, describing his circumstance
on Sunday, having learned that Hersh
was taken hostage on Saturday, at
some time—I think it was Sunday
morning—a picture started to circulate
online that was from an outdoor bomb
shelter. They are not uncommon in the
south of Israel.

Our son was in the picture, as was
Aner. Through social media, we started
to search for other families of people
who were in the shelter and to try to
piece together a story.

What we have subsequently pieced
together, based on conversations with
the three witnesses who were in the
shelter with him, is the following:
Sometime around 7:30 Saturday morn-
ing, those in the bomb shelter came
under heavy gunfire. Grenades were
being tossed into the shelter.

Hersh’s friend Aner, who was by the
entrance of the bomb shelter, is respon-
sible for the lives of anybody who is
still alive—he was picking up grenades
and tossing them back out and taking
control of the situation. But it was
total chaos. At least 11 grenades were
thrown into the shelter. Aner picked
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up eight and threw them back out.
Three exploded inside.
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People were critically wounded. What
we next know from witnesses is that at
roughly 9 a.m., gunmen came into the
shelter calmly, not shooting, and they
said anybody who can get on their feet
and walk out, walk out of here. And
our son was one of the small number to
walk out.

That was 55 days ago: Seven Shabbat
dinners with an empty seat in the
Hersh Goldberg family; seven weeks of
uncertainty not knowing where Hersh
is; seven weeks of not knowing how
Hersh is doing; seven weeks of not
knowing when Hersh is coming home.

Tonight, we have heard about so
many of these hostages, 143 of the 250-
plus hostages taken still are in cap-
tivity. The IRC must be able to see
Hersh in every one of the other hos-
tages.

Hersh and all the other hostages
must come home. Not someday, not
soon, but now. We owe it to these hos-
tages to bring them home. We owe it to
our families, and we must make sure
that Hamas can never take hostages,
can never attack Israel ever again.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman, my
friend from Michigan, General
Bergman, for his indulgence and his
generosity.

Mr. Speaker, I close by reminding the
American public the names and faces
you saw tonight are only a fraction of
those who remain held hostage in Gaza
by cowardly terrorists, by Hamas.

I hope every American understands
that Israel is fighting to protect her
citizens from this diabolic terrorist or-
ganization and to rescue her hostages.

There is only one culprit to blame for
this war, and that is Hamas. Their sin-
gular goal is to destroy Israel and kill
Jews.

Mr. Speaker, this Chamber has al-
ways and will always continue to stand
strong with Israel and work to release
these victims from terrorist tyranny
and support, preventing an attack like
this from being perpetrated against
Israel by Hamas ever again.

“Am Yisrael Chai,” ‘““The people of
Israel live.”

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
LANDSMAN) as he provides his state-
ment.

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding, and
to my colleague, Ms. WASSERMAN
ScHULTZ, for bringing us all together
today.

I would just say a word or two about
Doris Liber, who I met a few weeks
ago. She came to the Capitol with
other families who have loved ones who
were taken hostage. Her son, Guy, was
taken hostage by Hamas on October 7;
26 years old.
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He was at a festival with his friends,
and terror took over. He was shot in
the arm and called his mother. That
was the last time she heard his voice.
We hope and pray that he is alive and
that he will be released.

Every single one of these hostages
must be released. Hamas must release
every single hostage, and they must
surrender.

They can end this nightmare, and
they can end this war.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire how much time I have remain-
ing?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Michigan has 22 minutes
remaining.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and submit extra-
neous materials for the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, the
State of Qatar poses the gravest and
most profound threat to the national
security interest of the United States
in the Middle East.

This was true before October 7, but it
is now undeniable in the aftermath of
the unspeakable horrors of that day,
where at least 32 Americans were bru-
tally murdered, and another 12 Ameri-
cans were taken hostage.

Qatar poses a threat to the U.S. not
through its military. Nor does Qatar
threaten the U.S. by training and di-
rectly equipping terrorist groups the
same way that the Ayatollah and the
mullahs from Iran do.

Qatar threatens the U.S. even though
it does not call Israel the Little Satan,
nor does it call the United States the
Great Satan. It is true that Qatar does
not loudly proclaim that it wants to
wipe Israel off the map, just as it does
not publicly chant ‘‘death to America.”
But it is precisely because Qatar does
not espouse extremism so boldly and
brazenly that this tiny but wealthy
emirate is so dangerous to our national
security interests.

The nature of this threat is best un-
derstood by comparing and contrasting
the two main state sponsors of
Hamas—Qatar and Iran.

Qatar has access to the corridors of
power and the ability to mingle with
world elites. Iran, on the other hand,
simply does not have the ability to in-
fluence our glad-hand Western leaders.

Iran does not get involved and in-
vited to the G20. Qatar does.

Iran does not attend Davos.
does.

Iran does not host the forward head-
quarters of CENTCOM, Central Com-
mand. Qatar does.

The Iranian Ayatollah can’t simply
get President Biden on the phone for a
friendly call, but the Qatari Emir can,
and does.

The Islamic Republic of Iran in its
current form run by the mullahs would

Qatar
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never be designated as a major non-
NATO ally. Yet just last year, Presi-
dent Biden bestowed this prestigious
designation on the State of Qatar.

Qatar has used its enormous influ-
ence with the West to help terrorist
groups, such as Hamas, Hezbollah, and
the Taliban. Qatar’s singularly unique
support for Hamas has proved invalu-
able for the bloodthirsty terrorist
group.

Hamas leaders not only planned the
unprecedented error campaign from
luxury villas and penthouse suites in
Doha, provided to them by the State of
Qatar, but they have been allowed to
promote blood libels daily since Octo-
ber 7 on Al Jazeera, the propaganda
outlet owned and ultimately controlled
by the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani.

For years and continuing to this day,
Qatar has promoted and whitewashed
Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Taliban,
among other terrorist groups, includ-
ing with fawning coverage on Al
Jazeera. Qatar also effectively serves
as the diplomatic arm for these ter-
rorist groups, including when they
claim to act as mediators with the ter-
rorists from the West. And, of course,
Qatar also funds these and other ter-
rorist groups, sometimes overtly and
sometimes quietly.

But Qatar has also provided direct
and material support to Hamas here in
the United States, such as aggressively
protecting the terrorist group by suc-
cessfully killing legislation that was to
enact harsh sanctions on the state
sponsors of Hamas.

As I will soon explain in more detail,
the State of Qatar was single-handedly
responsible for killing the Hamas Sanc-
tions Bill, which was first introduced
in 2017 by my friend and colleague,
Congressman BRIAN MAST.

The State of Qatar not only killed
the Hamas Sanctions Bill in the 115th
Congress, but after it was reintroduced
in 2019, the emirate once again killed
the legislation in the 116th Congress.

While it is impossible to know for
sure, it is distinctly possible that if
Qatar had not gone to such extraor-
dinary lengths to protect Hamas from
sanctions, that the atrocities of Octo-
ber 7 might never have happened.

Almost the entire Beltway foreign
policy establishment, not just Demo-
crats but also Republicans, have gotten
Qatar wrong for the past 25-plus years.
The establishment’s conventional wis-
dom is that although almost all out-
ward indicators show that Qatar is
firmly aligned with Iran, Islamists, and
jihadists, the supposed truth is that
they are secretly moderate and pro-
America.

Unfortunately, our foreign policy
elites have chosen to cling to the illu-
sion of who the Qataris privately claim
to be, while ignoring the harsh reality
of who they actually are.

It is simply not true that Qataris are
reluctantly close with Iran, Islamists,
and jihadists, engaging with these ma-
lign actors out of necessity or to help
the United States and the West.
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The overwhelming evidence shows
that, in fact, the Qataris are true be-
lievers.

Qatar’s apologists claim that the
emirate only has dealings with Iran be-
cause they jointly own the North Field,
the world’s largest natural gas reserve.

Yet time and again, Qatar acts in
sync with Iran across the Middle East,
where both regimes just so happen to
try and destabilize the same govern-
ments, especially those that are strong
allies of the United States. And Qatar
and Iran both sponsor some of the same
terrorist groups, including Hamas and
Hezbollah.

There is no support for Ambassador
Al Thani’s allegation. The most gen-
erous interpretation for the emirate is
that Qatar wanted to serve as the home
for Hamas headquarters and its lead-
ers, and that it convinced the Obama
administration to allow them to be-
come joined at the hip with this blood-
thirsty terrorist group.

Similarly, Qatar is also no reluctant
supporter of Hamas. Qatar’s Ambas-
sador to America, Meshal Al Thani, im-
plied in a Wall Street Journal op-ed
earlier this month that the United
States essentially requested Doha to
host Hamas’ world headquarters and to
provide sanctuary to the terrorist
group’s leaders.

The best evidence that Qatar genu-
inely supports Hamas and generally
shares the same world view and goals
as the terrorist organization is what
you see when Hamas leaders, such as
Ismail Haniyeh or Khaled Mashaal,
meet with the Emir of Qatar, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.

As you can see in photos of their
meetings, the Emir warmly embraces
Mashaal, terrorists with blood on their
hands, and the Emir clearly dem-
onstrates with his smile and body lan-
guage that he considers these Hamas
thugs to be his close, personal friends.

There are two other powerful indica-
tors that Qatar agrees with the radi-
cals who hate America.

The first is the ruling Al Thani fam-
ily’s close relationship with the long-
time spiritual leader of the Inter-
national Muslim brotherhood, Yusuf
Al-Qaradawi. The other is something
available for anyone to see for them-
selves, the stomach-turning content of
Al Jazeera, the Qatari state-owned
propaganda outlet.

Until Yusuf Al-Qaradawi died last
year at the age of 96, he was not only
the top religious cleric for the Muslim
Brotherhood, but also for the ruling Al
Thani family.

The Qatar Foundation, which is actu-
ally a private company owned by the
Emir of Qatar and his parents, worked
closely with Qaradawi for decades,
spending hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to export and promote Qaradawi’s
deranged brand of Islam.

To understand just how much of an
extremist Qaradawi was, all you would
have to do is watch the old broadcasts
of his show on Al Jazeera. Over the
yvears, Qaradawi used his platform to
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endorse violent jihad against the West,
and he specifically advocated for ter-
rorist attacks on Israel, as well as at-
tacks on U.S. soldiers in Iraq.

Qaradawi also praised the Holocaust
and repeatedly used his show to pro-
mote the mass murder of Jews.

On his Al Jazeera show in 2011,
Qaradawi proclaimed that Allah used
Adolf Hitler to wreak the Holocaust
upon the Jews as divine punishment,
and he praised Hitler for putting Jews
in their place.

Qaradawi was also well known for
praising Hamas during the Al Jazeera
broadcasts. Unfortunately, the entirety
of Al Jazeera is now well known for
praising Hamas.

Al Jazeera has served as an un-
abashed cheerleader for Hamas for
years, and especially since October 7.
The broadcasts of state-owned Al
Jazeera have been rife with explicit
cheerleading for Hamas and spreading
blood libels about the Jewish State.

Not only does Al Jazeera reveal its
repugnant biases in hailing Hamas as
the resistance and casting Israel as the
occupiers, but among its earliest re-
porting on Hamas’ October 7 terrorist
attack was a story praising the brutal
kidnapping as ‘‘humanitarian,” under
the headline, ‘“‘Activists praise the re-
sistance’s humanitarian treatment of
an Israeli woman and her children.”’

In the time since, Qatar’s propaganda
outlet has continued to interview top
Hamas leaders, often in-studio in Doha,
allowing them to promote dangerous
falsehoods designed to incite viewers
against not just Israel, but also Amer-
ica and the West.

For years, Hamas has tried to sell
the West a fiction, the idea that there
is an armed wing and a political wing
of the terrorist organization. Well, it is
safe to say that since October 7, Al
Jazeera has become the media wing of
Hamas.

If someone wants to know about
Qatar’s true foreign policy positions,
all they need to do is check out Al
Jazeera’s Arabic language coverage.
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That way, it wouldn’t be a surprise to
anyone that Qatar’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs issued a statement on Oc-
tober 7 that holds Israel solely respon-
sible for the mass murder of 1,200 inno-
cents and the kidnapping of another
200-plus.

BEarlier this month, at a Gulf Co-
operation Council gathering, Qatar’s
Emir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani doubled down on this position
when he had the audacity to condemn
the world for allowing Israel sup-
posedly to be above the law, as if a na-
tion should not be allowed to defend
itself from mass murders at its border,
even as the Emir himself very much
treats the Hamas leaders as above the
law by refusing to arrest them.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES).

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Speaker, if Ameri-
cans knew that the Biden administra-
tion was treating a state sponsor of
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terrorism like a major ally, they would
be infuriated, but that is exactly what
is going on with Qatar, a tiny but very
wealthy country in the Persian Gulf.

Qatar is a friend to anti-Semites. As
the general stated, clearly, they must
hate Israel and the Jewish people. They
are one of the largest sponsors of state
terrorism in the world. They regularly
play host to leaders of Hamas and the
Taliban. In fact, Qatar provided Hamas
leadership with a venue to celebrate
the horrific atrocities of October 7.

Only in a world where Joe Biden is
President would we be supporting a
terrorist country as part of our foreign
policy. Last year, President Biden des-
ignated Qatar as a Major Non-NATO
Ally, a special designation given to
about 20 countries, like Taiwan and
Israel, and an honor meant to highlight
an extremely close bilateral relation-
ship. In a sense, we do have a close re-
lationship with Qatar, far too close.

Qatar has given over $56 billion—that
is b as in bravo—to U.S. colleges, which
makes them the number one foreign
donor to our very own educational in-
stitutions. Researchers at the Institute
for the Study of Global Antisemitism
and Policy have presented a strong
link between the funding of U.S. uni-
versities by Doha and the active pres-
ence of anti-Semitic groups on those
campuses.

Needless to say, we should be ex-
tremely wary about the impact of
these donations on our young people.
For decades, Congress has allowed
these donations to flow into our uni-
versities without any supervision or
meaningful disclosure requirements.

Meanwhile, American Jews are har-
assed on campuses or compelled not to
reveal their Jewish heritage. Since the
start of the October 7 war, 73 percent of
Jewish students in the U.S. have been
victims or witnesses to on-campus
anti-Semitism.

Qatar has the honor of hosting a
major airbase outside of Doha. The
presence of that airbase all but ensures
their safety and that they will never be
attacked. You would hope, at the very
least, Qatar would try hard to ensure
that it is not spreading anti-Semitism
or supporting anti-American senti-
ments, but we have seen this anti-Sem-
itism. We have seen it alive and well on
Qatar’s state-owned media outlet, Al
Jazeera, or, as I like to say, AJTN, Al
Jazeera terrorist network.

Unfortunately, criticisms of Qatar
come in muted in this town. Doha has
certainly poisoned the well, purchasing
the loyalties of university elites, influ-
ential think tanks, some of the best
lobbyists that money can buy, and
even politicians, which is why so many
D.C. institutions whitewash Qatar’s
support for terrorism.

On top of this, as I mentioned earlier,
Qatar lets the leaders of Hamas and the
Taliban stay at the most expensive ho-
tels in Doha and provides up to $480
million, half a billion dollars, to
Hamas to keep their military afloat.

Qatar will tell you that this is going
to nonmilitary uses, but we have heard
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throughout testimony today that
money flowing to Qatar, flowing to
Iran, is fungible.

As the former chairwoman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, Ms.
Ros-Lehtinen, once put it, in Qatar,
there are three buckets: terror fi-
nanced by the government, terror fi-
nanced through Qataris, and terror fi-
nancing that Qatar doesn’t stop.

That is the former chairwoman of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee com-
menting on something that has been
known for decades, known in this town,
that Qatar openly and actively sup-
ports terrorism.

Let’s look at a few more examples. In
2003, Congress was informed of Qatar’s
funding to charities that support al-
Qaida, including the bin Laden-en-
dorsed charity, the Qatar Charity. The
same year, The New York Times also
reported that Khalid Sheikh Moham-
med, the mastermind of 9/11 and one of
the terrorists responsible for mur-
dering 3,000 Americans, fled to Qatar
from Kuwait in order to avoid appre-
hension.

We also know that Qatar has pro-
vided support for al-Qaida’s affiliate in
Syria, al-Nusrah Front. Qatar has pro-
vided support to numerous terrorist
groups, including the Taliban, the Mus-
lim Brotherhood, and, of course, its
most visible beneficiary, Hamas.

What would you call a group that
supports terrorists or a country that
supports terrorist groups like al-Qaida,
al-Nusrah, the Taliban, the Muslim
Brotherhood, and Hamas? You would
call them a state sponsor of terrorism.

That is what this administration
needs to do. It needs to remove Qatar’s
Major Non-NATO Ally status until
such time that Qatar denounces ter-
rorism and any support for terrorism
or terrorist groups. If they don’t,
maybe it is time to label them as a
state sponsor of terrorism.

Earlier today, this House passed, in a
unanimous fashion, my amendment to
call on Qataris to condemn Hamas,
turn over Hamas leadership to the U.S.
or Israeli custody, and prevent Iran
from receiving any funds.

If the Emir of Qatar were here on the
House floor, I would tell him to pick a
side. Either you are with us, or you are
with the terrorists. Enough equivo-
cating.

Let me be clear. I do not wish ill on
Qatar. In fact, I am open to dialogue.

To the people of Qatar, I wish them
well, but I want to ensure that my
country has partners it can trust.
Qatar has demonstrated time and again
its unwillingness to abandon its two-
faced approach toward relations with
the United States and with terrorists.

Mr. Speaker, regarding the atroc-
ities, what does Qatar have to say when
a mom and her 10- to 12-year-old
daughter were brutally raped, left
naked, and murdered in their home?

What does Qatar have to say when a
baby was put into an oven, the father
murdered, and the wife brutally raped?
What does Qatar have to say?
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When women were being gang-raped,
their breasts cut off, and the terrorists
were playing with them, tossing them
around like toys, what does Qatar have
to say?

When they were sexually abusing
men and cutting off their genitals,
what does Qatar have to say?

When the pregnant mom, her mouth
gagged, was being held while they cut
the baby out of her womb, what does
Qatar have to say?

They blame Israel.

They need to pick a side. For too
long, they have been on the wrong side.

Let me make one final note on Qatar,
and it is in reference to a comment
made earlier by my colleague from
Texas. He mentioned Qatar’s role in
helping to release hostages from the
clutches of the Hamas dogs, the terror-
ists of Hamas. Most Americans taken
by Hamas on October 7 are still in cus-
tody. What has Qatar done?

Many people, Israeli and otherwise,
are still in Hamas custody. What has
Qatar done?

I would say they are stalling for time
to allow Hamas to regroup, to flee, and
to rebuild. It is time that families and
children be reunited. We want every
hostage released now.

We pose a question to you: Do you
think Qatar is the best intermediary
for releasing hostages? I don’t think
they are.

I am grateful for every hostage that
has been released, but while Qatar is
helping to release some hostages, they
are also ensuring Hamas’ preservation.

I said earlier today that someone
who robs your home and then offers to
cut your grass 2 days later is still a
thief. It does not change who they are.

Given the level of financing Qatar
provides Hamas on an annual basis,
they could have at least compelled the
release of all Americans.

Let me mention briefly, Mr. Speaker,
my Trust But Verify Act, which would
delist Qatar’s MNNA status, Major
Non-NATO Ally status, until the Presi-
dent certifies that they are no longer
providing support for international ter-
rorism, and the President must recer-
tify this every 90 days.

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, time is
finite because once a minute is gone, it
is lost forever.

I have countless examples here of
how Qatar’s influence is so deep in
Washington, D.C. That includes hack-
ing. That includes targeting committee
chairmen. Most importantly, the big-
gest example that is read, The Gray
Lady, The New York Times, is a busi-
ness partner, to an extent, with Hamas.

It is time that we stop treating
Hamas’ benefactors and the govern-
ment as an ally. The time is now for
the U.S. to force Qatar to choose be-
tween the U.S. and Hamas. They can-
not embrace both. If they choose to
continue embracing Hamas, we must
treat them as we treat any other state
sponsor of terrorist groups that murder
Americans.
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Mr. Speaker, the State of Qatar poses the
gravest and most profound threat to the na-
tional security interests of the United States in
the Middle East.

This was true before October 7th, but it is
now undeniable in the aftermath of the un-
speakable horrors of that day—where at least
32 Americans were brutally murdered and an-
other 12 Americans were taken hostage.

Qatar poses a threat to the U.S. not through
its military. Nor does Qatar threaten the U.S.
by training and directly equipping terrorist
groups the same way that the Ayatollah and
the Mullahs from Iran do.

Qatar threatens the U.S., even though it
does nor call Israel the Little Satan, nor does
it call the United States the Great Satan. And
it is true that Qatar does not loudly proclaim
that it wants to wipe Israel “off the map,” just
as it does not publicly chant, “Death to Amer-
ica.”

But it is precisely because Qatar does not
espouse extremism so boldly and brazenly
that this tiny but wealthy emirate is so dan-
gerous to our national security interests.

The nature of this threat is best understood
by comparing and contrasting the two main
state sponsors of Hamas—Qatar and Iran.

Qatar has access to the corridors of power
and the ability to mingle with world elites. Iran,
on the other hand, simply does not have the
ability to influence or glad-hand Western lead-
ers.

Iran does not get invited to the G-20—
Qatar does.

Iran does not attend Davos—Qatar does.
Iran does not host the forward headquarters of
CENTCOM—Qatar does.

The Iranian Ayatollah can’t simply get Presi-
dent Biden on the phone for a friendly call.

But the Qatari Emir can—and does.

The Islamic Republic of Iran in its current
form run by the mullahs would never be des-
ignated as a “Major Non-NATO Ally.” Yet just
last year, President Biden bestowed this pres-
tigious designation on the State of Qatar.

Qatar has used its enormous influence with
the West to help terrorist groups, such as
Hamas, Hezbollah, and the Taliban. Qatar’s
singularly unique support for Hamas has
proved invaluable for the bloodthirsty terrorist
group.

Hamas leaders not only planned the unprec-
edented terror campaign from luxury villas and
penthouse suites in Doha—provided to them
by the State of Qatar—but they have been al-
lowed to promote blood libels daily since Octo-
ber 7th on Al Jazeera, the propaganda outlet
owned and ultimately controlled by the Emir of
Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamnad Al Thani.

For years and continuing to this day, Qatar
has promoted and whitewashed Hamas,
Hezbollah and the Taliban—among other ter-
rorist groups—including with fawning coverage
on Al Jazeera. Qatar also effectively serves as
the diplomatic arm for these terrorist groups,
including when they claim to act as “medi-
ators” with the terrorists for the West.

And of course, Qatar also funds these and
other terrorist groups, sometimes overtly and
sometimes quietly.

But Qatar has also provided direct and ma-
terial support to Hamas here in the United
States, such as aggressively protecting the
terrorist group by successfully killing legislation
that was intended to enact harsh sanctions on
state sponsors of Hamas.

As | will soon explain in more detail, the
State of Qatar was single-handedly respon-
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sible for killing the Hamas Sanctions Bill,
which was first introduced in 2017, by my
friend and colleague, Congressman BRIAN
MAST.

The State of Qatar not only killed the
Hamas Sanctions Bill in the 115th Congress,
but after it was reintroduced in 2019, the emir-
ate once again killed the legislation in the
116th Congress.

And while it is impossible to know for sure,
it is distinctly possible that if Qatar had not
gone to such extraordinary lengths to protect
Hamas from sanctions, that the atrocities of
October 7th might never have happened.

Almost the entire Beltway foreign policy es-
tablishment—not just Democrats, but also Re-
publicans—have gotten Qatar wrong for the
past 25-plus years. The establishment’s con-
ventional wisdom is that although almost all
outward indicators show that Qatar is firmly
aligned with Iran, Islamists and jihadists, the
supposed “truth” is that they are secretly mod-
erate and pro-America.

Unfortunately, our foreign policy elites have
chosen to cling to the illusion of who the
Qataris privately claim to be, while ignoring
the harsh reality of who they actually are.

It is simply nor true that the Qataris are “re-
luctantly” close with Iran, Islamists and
jihadists, engaging with these malign actors
out of necessity or to “help” the United States
and the West. The overwhelming evidence
shows that, in fact, the Qataris are true believ-
ers.

Qatar’'s apologists claim that the emirate
only has dealings with Iran because they joint-
ly own the North Field, the world’s largest nat-
ural gas reserve.

Yet time and again, Qatar acts in sync with
Iran across the Middle East, where both re-
gimes just so happen to try and destabilize the
same governments—especially those that are
strong allies of the United States. And Qatar
and Iran both sponsor some of the same ter-
rorist groups, including Hamas and Hezbollah.

But there is no support for Ambassador Al
Thani’s allegation.

The most generous interpretation for the
emirate is that Qatar wanted to serve as the
home for Hamas headquarters and its leaders,
and that it convinced the Obama Administra-
tion to allow them to become joined at the hip
with the bloodthirsty terrorist group.

Similarly, Qatar is also no “reluctant” sup-
porter of Hamas. Qatar's Ambassador to
America, Meshal Al Thani, implied in a Wall
Street Journal op-ed earlier this month that
that the United States essentially requested
Doha to host Hamas’ world headquarters and
to provide sanctuary to the terrorist group’s
leaders.

The best evidence that Qatar genuinely sup-
ports Hamas and shares the same worldview
and goals as the terrorist organization is what
you see when Hamas leaders, such as Ismail
Haniyeh or Khaled Mashaal, meet with the
Emir of Qatar, Sheikh Tamim bin Hamnad Al
Thani.

As you can see in photos of their meetings,
the Emir warmly embraces Haniyeh and
Mashaal—terrorists with blood on their
hands—and the Emir clearly demonstrates
with his smile and body language that he con-
siders these Hamas thugs to be his close, per-
sonal friends.

There are two other powerful indicators that
Qatar agrees with the radicals who hate Amer-
ica.
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The first is the ruling Al Thani family’s close
relationship with the longtime “spiritual leader”
of the International Muslim Brotherhood, Yusuf
Al-Qaradawi.

The other is something available for anyone
to see for themselves—the stomach-turning
content of Al Jazeera, the Qatari state-owned
propaganda outlet.

Until Yusuf Al-Qaradawi died last year at
age 96, he was not only the top religious cleric
for the Muslim Brotherhood, but also for the
ruling Al Thani family.

The Qatar Foundation, which is actually a
private company owned by the Emir of Qatar
and his parents, worked closely with Qaradawi
for decades, spending hundreds of millions of
dollars to export and promote Qaradawi’s de-
ranged brand of Islam.

To understand just how much of an extrem-
ist that Qaradawi was, all you would have to
do is watch the old broadcasts of his show on
Al Jazeera. Over the years, Qaradawi used
his Al Jazeera platform to endorse violent
jihad against the West, and he specifically ad-
vocated for terrorist attacks on Israel, as well
as attacks on U.S. soldiers in Iraq.

Qaradawi also praised the Holocaust, and
repeatedly used his show to promote the
mass murder of Jews.

On his Al Jazeera show in 2011, Qaradawi
proclaimed that “Allah” used Adolf Hitler to
wreak the Holocaust upon the Jews as “divine
punishment,” and he praised Hitler for “putting
(Jews) in their place.”

Qaradawi was well-known for praising
Hamas during his Al Jazeera broadcasts. Un-
fortunately, the entirety of Al Jazeera is now
also well-known for praising Hamas.

Al Jazeera has served as an unabashed
cheerleader for Hamas for years, and espe-
cially since October 7th. The broadcasts of
state-owned Al Jazeera have been rife with
explicit cheerleading for Hamas and spreading
blood libels about the Jewish state.

Not only does Al Jazeera reveal its repug-
nant biases in hailing Hamas as the “resist-
ance” and casting Israel as the “occupiers,”
but among its earliest reporting on Hamas’
October 7th terrorist attack was a story prais-
ing the brutal kidnappings as “humanitarian,”
under the headline, “Activists praise the resist-
ance’s humanitarian treatment of an Israeli
woman and her children.”

In the time since, Qatar’s propaganda outlet
has continued to interview top Hamas leaders,
often in-studio in Doha—allowing them to pro-
mote dangerous falsehoods designed to incite
viewers against not just Israel, but also Amer-
ica and the West.

For years, Hamas has tried to sell to the
West a fiction, the idea that there is an
“armed wing” and a “political wing” of the ter-
rorist organization. Well, it is safe to say that
since October 7th, Al Jazeera has become the
media wing of Hamas.

If someone wants to know about Qatar’s
true foreign policy positions, all they need to
do is check out Al Jazeera’s Arabic language
coverage.

That way, it wouldn’t be a surprise to any-
one that Qatar's Ministry of Foreign Affairs
issued a statement on October 7th that it
holds “Israel solely responsible” for the mass
murder of 1,200 innocents and the kidnapping
of another 200-plus.

Earlier this month at a Gulf Cooperation
Council gathering, Qatar's Emir Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani doubled down on this po-
sition, when he had the audacity to condemn
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the world for allowing Israel supposedly to be
“above the law”—as if a nation should not be
allowed to defend itself from mass murderers
at its border—even as the Emir himself very
much treats the Hamas leaders as “above the
law” by refusing to arrest them.

Qatar has been able to hoodwink the State
Department and the foreign policy “elites” for
years through a two-tiered, carrot-and-stick
approach.

They lavish money in all directions to pur-
chase “friends” and supporters. And when
they encounter the principled few who can’t be
bought off, Qatar has used its considerable
espionage capabilities to target those critics it
views as harmful to their interests.

In short, Qatar’s influence strategy can be
summed up in three words—Dbuy or destroy.

The “visible” portion of Qatar’s strategy has
been to spread billions and billions of dollars
across the U.S. Here’s a srnall sampling of
Qatar’s largesse inside the U.S.:

A total of $6 billion given to our universities,
which doesn’t include the millions it gives to
radical, anti-American campus groups, such
as Students for Justice in Palestine.

An unknown dollar amount, but probably
hundreds of millions of dollars in total, to think
tanks.

Millions and millions of dollars to The New
York Times—yes, the “Gray Lady’—in the
form of co-hosting dubious “Art for Tomorrow”
conferences in Doha, as well as sponsoring
other New York Times junkets, such as its “Oil
and Money” conferences.

Since 2017, Qatar has engaged at least 75
lobbying and PR firms, according to the FARA
website, and it has paid these firms approxi-
mately $225 million, for an average of $3 mil-
lion paid to each registered FARA agent.

And most recently, Qatar’'s sovereign wealth
fund, the Qatar Investment Authority, or QIA,
“invested” $200 million dollars to purchase 5
percent of Monumental Sports Entertainment,
founded and run by Ted Leonsis, and which is
the parent company of the NBA and NHL fran-
chises right here in Washington, D.C., the
Wizards and the Capitals.

Qatar’s lavish spending habits on lobbyists
and now for sportswashing have garnered at
least some media attention. But the dirty se-
cret is that it is the darker side of Qatar's
“buy-or-destroy” approach that has probably
been even more effective.

Qatar has engaged in hacking operations to
intercept the communications of Americans
whom the wealthy emirate believes to be
harmful to its interests, reportedly by hiring
firms such as Global Risk Advisors, founded
and owned by former CIA agent Kevin Chalk-
er, to plan and orchestrate these so called
“hack-and leak” operations.

In recent years, Qatari espionage activities
have used hacked materials to smear a long
list of powerful and influential figures, including
both former and current U.S. government offl-
cials.

Here are a few examples of the American
critics of Qatar that the emirate went after
through targeted dissemination of hacked ma-
terials to friendly media outlets:

the former Homeland Security Advisor to the
President, Fran Townsend;

a former U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations, Mark Wallace;

the former Deputy National Security Advisor,
Elliott Abrams;

the former acting head of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency, Michael Morell: and
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the then-sitting Chairman of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee, Ed Royce.

The decision to target Chairman Royce is
as stunning as it was brazen. But here is the
cold, hard reality: a foreign government that
sponsors numerous terrorist organizations
used American citizens and others to intimi-
date and neutralize one of the most powerful
U.S. government officials in matters of foreign
policy, who at that time was the Chairman of
this body’s Foreign Affairs Committee.

Although Qatar has never publicly stated
why they unleashed their espionage forces on
Chairman Royce, the reason seems obvious.

It was to protect Hamas.

In late 2017, Chairman Royce’s committee
unanimously passed the Hamas Sanctions
Bill, whose findings mentioned two state spon-
sors of Hamas—Iran and Qatar. It was no se-
cret at that time that Qatar’s top priority was
killing the legislation, and Qatari lobbyists
were swarming Capitol Hill, desperately at-
tempting to halt the bill.

Just a few months later, in early 2018,
Qatar’s high-priced PR agents worked in ca-
hoots with media outlets, including The New
York Times, to smear Chairman Royce—a
good man, known and loved by many in this
body—with splashy “news” stories that cre-
ated false narratives through the use of
hacked materials.

What makes the whole operation to smear
Chairman Royce even more outrageous is the
very significant ethical conflict of the primary
media outlet that relied on hacked materials to
do Qatar’s bidding—The New York Times.

What the “Gray Lady” did not mention in
any of the many stories it published based on
emails hacked by Qatar is that The New York
Times was in business with Qatar.

In fact, Qatar and Brookfield had reached
an agreement to purchase 42 percent of the
New York Times Building in Times Square by
January 2018.

The New York Times also neglected to
mention in these stories placed by Qatar’s In-
telligence services that Qatar had been lining
the pockets of The New York Times for at
least several years by this time, with untold
millions of dollars for “sponsoring” junkets
hosted by The New York Times.

So when the tiny but wealthy emirate need-
ed to “teach a lesson” to any other Congress-
man or Senator thinking of criticizing Qatar—
or even Hamas—the State of Qatar turned for
help to its own business partner, The New
York Times, which dutifully published a hit
piece smearing the then-current Chairman of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee.

The hit pieces that Qatar generated had the
desired effect.

Even though the Hamas Sanctions Bill, H.R.
2712, had been unanimously passed by the
Foreign Affairs Committee in November 2017
and was expected to easily pass a Floor vote
in this body.

But after the Qataris successfully
weaponized hacked materials to smear Chair-
man Royce, the Hamas Sanctions bill died a
quiet death, never even making it to a Floor
vote.

Could anyone imagine the Chairman Royce
scenario playing out the same way, but with
different countries or a different target?

For example, if Russia had targeted a
Democratic Congressman or Senator that
same way, does anyone doubt that the media
and foreign policy “elites” would have been up
in arms?
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Or if it had been Iran smearing a Demo-
cratic Congressman or Senator with hacked
materials? This is yet another example of the
unique threat posed by Qatar.

There’s no other nation that would be so
daring as to intercept the communications of
prominent Americans—let alone high-ranking
U.S. government officials—that also has a
cozy relationship with top media outlets or that
has financial ties to a wide array of prominent
and influential Americans.

Who in academia would dare step up to
criticize Qatar for openly targeting American
critics, including U.S. government officials?

Not likely someone affiliated with Harvard,
which has received at least $17 million from
Qatar.

Probably not anyone affiliated with North-
western University, which has raked in over
$600 million from Qatar.

The same goes for anyone affiliated with
Georgetown University—which has received
over $800 million in Qatari cash—or Cornell
University, which Qatar has paid a staggering
$2 billion.

The top ranks of the think tank world are
also surprisingly reluctant to criticize Qatar—
which is no surprise given the millions upon
millions of dollars that Qatar spreads to think
tanks.

And in case you might think that major law
firms would be outraged at a foreign govern-
ment hacking the communications of its Amer-
ican critics and then weaponizing those
hacked materials, that has certainly not hap-
pened with Qatar.

Among the law firms retained by Qatar is
Covington, a law firm that acts as personal
counsel to President Biden.

Three Covington partners serve as the trust-
ees of Biden’s Vice Presidential Archives.

Covington partner Dana Remus was the first
White House Counsel in this Administration,
and before that, she was the general counsel
for the Biden 2020 Presidential campaign.

Another Covington partner, Robert Lenhard,
served as the lead outside counsel for the
Biden 2020 Presidential campaign.

And Lenhard’s wife, Viveca Novak, was an
editor at McClatchy News when that outlet
was publishing stories based on materials
hacked by Qatar in 2017-2018.

Even with its tentacles everywhere in Amer-
ican society, the State of Qatar is looking to
extend its influence operations into one of the
last areas in the U.S. that has been immune
from foreign influence—American professional
sports.

The Qatar Investment Authority has pur-
chased 5 percent of Monumental Sports En-
tertainment, the parent company of the NBA
and NHL franchises right here in Washington,
D.C.—the Wizards and the Capitals.

Over the past month, | have sent multiple
letters about QIA’s proposed investment to the
NBA, the NHL, and Monumental Sports.

All three of them responded to my initial let-
ters with dismissive replies, and then the NBA
and Monumental ignored my following-up let-
ters sent two weeks ago, which included
straightforward questions that would shed light
on some of the basic details regarding this
business deal that is obviously of significant
importance to the American public.

There should be no doubt that Qatar’s sole
motivation for its investment into the Wash-
ington Wizards and the Washington Capitals is
to give it a uniquely powerful tool for further
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cementing its death grip on our Nation’s cap-
ital.

Congress must investigate this business ar-
rangement. And because Monumental's Presi-
dent, Ted Leonsis, is seeking $600 million in
taxpayer money to pair with Qatar's $200 mil-
lion “investment” in order to renovate the
Verizon Center, Congress has a duty to inves-
tigate.

As my time comes to a close, let me con-
clude by saying that it is of paramount impor-
tance that the United States immediately begin
to reassess its relationship with the State of
Qatar.

The only path forward is to pressure Qatar.
It is unconscionable that Hamas is holding as
hostages nine Americans and almost 200 oth-
ers, while Hamas leaders live freely—and lux-
uriously—in Doha, just miles from the United
States Air Base at Al Udeid.

We owe it to the memory of the 32 Ameri-
cans murdered on October 7. And we owe it
to the American people, whose government
should not be treating Hamas’ benefactors as
an “ally.”

The time is now for the U.S. to force Qatar
to choose between the U.S. and Hamas. They
cannot embrace both. And if they choose to
continue embracing Hamas, we must treat
them as we treat any other state sponsor of
terrorist groups that murder Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 7 o’clock and 57 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, December 1, 2023, at 9
a.m.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-2439. A letter from the Under Sec-
retary, Acquisition and Sustainment, De-
partment of Defense, transmitting the De-
partment’s Explosives Safety Board 2022 Re-
port to Congress, pursuant to Public Law
116-283, Sec. 354(a); (134 Stat. 3545); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-2440. A letter from the Supervisory
Workforce Analyst, Employment and Train-
ing Administration, Department of Labor,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Wagner-Peyser Act Staffing [Docket No.:
ETA-2022-0003] (RIN: 1205-AC02) received No-
vember 24, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Education
and the Workforce.

EC-2441. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
summary presentation of final rules — Fed-
eral Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acqui-
sition Circular 2024-01; Introduction [Docket
No.: FAR-2023-0051, Sequence No. 6] received
November 21, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Oversight
and Accountability.

EC-2442. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
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wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s
Small Entity Compliance Guide — Federal
Acquisition Regulation; Federal Acquisition
Circular 2024-01 [Docket No.: FAR-2023-0051,
Sequence No. 6] received November 21, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-2443. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation;
Technical Amendments [FAC 2024-01; Item II;
Docket No.: FAR-2023-0052; Sequence No. 5]
received November 21, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Oversight and Accountability.

EC-2444. A letter from the Director, Office
of Acquisition Policy, Office of Government-
wide Policy, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final
rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation: New
Designated Country — North Macedonia
[FAC 2024-01, FAR Case 2023-019, Item I;
Docket No.: 2023-0019; Sequence No. 1] (RIN:
9000-A067) received November 21, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

EC-2445. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel/Rules Administrator, Federal
Bureau of Prisons, Department of Justice,
transmitting the Department’s interim rule
— Federal Tort Claims Act—-Technical
Changes [BOP-1180-I] (RIN: 1120-AB80) re-
ceived November 21, 2023, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

EC-2446. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Development Division, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, Department
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — General Technical, Orga-
nizational, Conforming, and Correcting
Amendments to the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Regulations [Docket No.: FMCSA-
2023-0174] (RIN: 2126-AC60) received November
22, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

EC-2447. A letter from the Chief, Regu-
latory Development Division, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Agency, Department of Trans-
portation, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — Broker and Freight Forwarder
Financial Responsibility [Docket No.:
FMCSA-2016-0102] (RIN: 2126-AC10) received
November 22, 2023, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure.

————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. CAREY (for himself,
MORELLE, and Mr. STEIL):

H.R. 6513. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to confirm the require-
ment that States allow access to designated
congressional election observers to observe
the election administration procedures in
congressional elections; to the Committee on
House Administration.

By Mr. ALFORD (for himself, Mr.
MEUSER, and Mr. FINSTAD):

H.R. 65614. A bill to require agencies to no-

tify the Archivist of the date on which a

Mr.
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final rule is submitted to Congress and the
Government Accountability Office; to the
Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself and
Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 6515. A bill to combat illegal deforest-
ation by prohibiting the importation of prod-
ucts made wholly or in part of certain com-
modities produced on land undergoing illegal
deforestation, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means, and in addi-
tion to the Committees on Foreign Affairs,
Financial Services, Oversight and Account-
ability, and the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self, Ms. MANNING, Ms. STEFANIK, Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. WILSON of
South Carolina, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and
Mr. MOOLENAAR):

H.R. 6516. A bill to reauthorize the Director
of the United States Holocaust Memorial
Museum to support Holocaust education pro-
grams, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. CROW (for himself and Ms. JA-
COBS):

H.R. 6517. A Dbill to direct the Director of
National Intelligence to submit to Congress
annual reports on civilian casualties caused
by certain operations of foreign govern-
ments, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Intelligence (Permanent Select).

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina (for
himself and Mr. NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 65618. A bill to require the Secretary of
Labor to take initiatives to measure the im-
pact of automation on the workforce in order
to inform workforce development strategies,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Education and the Workforce.

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Mr.
FITZPATRICK, and Ms. KUSTER):

H.R. 6519. A bill to amend the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to ban the use
of intentionally added perfluoroalkyl or
polyfluoroalkyl substances in cosmetics, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. EDWARDS (for himself, Mr.
DUNCAN, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr. NEHLS,
Mr. MOORE of Alabama, Mr. PALMER,
Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. JACKSON of
Texas, Mr. WEBER of Texas, and Mr.
ROSE):

H.R. 6520. A bill to exclude individuals who
are not citizens of the United States from
the number of persons used to determine the
apportionment of Representatives and the
number of electoral votes; to the Committee
on Oversight and Accountability.

By Mrs. FISCHBACH (for herself, Mr.
STAUBER, and Mr. HIGGINS of Lou-
isiana):

H.R. 6521. A Dbill to authorize a Law En-
forcement Education Grant program to en-
courage students to pursue a career in law
enforcement; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce.

By Mrs. HINSON (for herself, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. LAMBORN, Mrs.
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. BURGESS, Ms.

HAGEMAN, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr.
LATURNER, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr.

KUSTOFF, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS, Ms. STEFANIK, Mrs.
LuNA, Mr. CISCOMANI, Mr. VAN DREW,
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr.
JOHNSON of South Dakota, Mr.
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FLEISCHMANN, Ms. FoxXX, Mr. HIGGINS
of Louisiana, Mrs. CAMMACK, Mr.
FEENSTRA, Mr. ROSENDALE, Mr. HUNT,
Mr. OWENS, Mrs. HOUCHIN, Mr. SES-
SIONS, and Mr. WEBER of Texas):

H.R. 65622. A bill to require the Secretary of
Homeland Security to fingerprint noncitizen
minors entering the United States who are
suspected of being victims of human traf-
ficking, to require the Secretary to publicly
disclose the number of such minors who are
fingerprinted by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) officials and the number of
child traffickers who are apprehended by
CBP, to impose criminal penalties on noncit-
izen adults who use unrelated minors to gain
entry into the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mrs. HINSON (for herself, Mr. TONY
GONZALES of Texas, Mr. MOOLENAAR,
Mr. BURGESS, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr.
EDWARDS, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, Mr.
KUSTOFF, Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mrs.
MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. WALBERG, Mr.
CISCOMANI, Mrs. BICE, Mr. VAN DREW,
Mr. CRAWFORD, Mr. JOHNSON of South
Dakota, Mr. FLEISCHMANN, Ms. FOXX,
Mr. FEENSTRA, Mr. HUNT, Mrs.
HOUCHIN, Mr. SESSIONS, and Mr.
WEBER of Texas):

H.R. 6523. A bill to require the Department
of Homeland Security to publish various
publications and reports regarding the num-
ber of aliens seeking entry along the south-
ern border of the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, and in addition to
the Committee on Homeland Security, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. HOULAHAN (for herself, Mr.
GALLAGHER, Mrs. BICE, and Mr.
MOULTON):

H.R. 65624. A Dbill to authorize the Director
of the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Se-
curity Agency to establish an apprenticeship
program and to establish a pilot program on
cybersecurity training for veterans and
members of the Armed Forces transitioning
to civilian life, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security, and in ad-
dition to the Committees on Education and
the Workforce, Oversight and Account-
ability, and Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon (for herself,
Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. HARDER of Cali-
fornia, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms. SALINAS,
Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. STANSBURY):

H.R. 6525. A bill to provide mandatory
funding for hazardous fuels reduction
projects on certain Federal land, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Committee
on Agriculture, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. HUDSON (for himself and Ms.
SCHRIER):

H.R. 6526. A bill to facilitate the efficient
licensing and deployment of advanced civil-
ian nuclear technologies; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
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sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. JACKSON of Illinois (for him-
self, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi,
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
THANEDAR, Mr. COHEN, Ms. TLAIB, Mr.
TRONE, and Mr. FROST):

H.R. 6527. A bill to enhance civil rights ac-
countability and enforcement in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota (for
himself, Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. WITT-
MAN, Mrs. HINSON, and Mr. GIMENEZ):

H.R. 6528. A bill to encourage State and
local governments to prohibit certain invest-
ment activities in the People’s Republic of
China, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

By Ms. KUSTER (for herself,
SMUCKER, and Mr. HUIZENGA):

H.R. 6529. A bill to establish a national reg-
istry to provide for the linking of State and
tribal responsible father registries to facili-
tate the timely notification of adoption pro-
ceedings to out-of-State possible biological
fathers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself and Mr.
NEWHOUSE):

H.R. 65630. A bill to amend the Energy Act
of 2020 to provide for energy parity, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural
Resources, and in addition to the Committee
on Agriculture, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. PAPPAS (for himself and Mr.
VAN ORDEN):

H.R. 65631. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to develop a training pro-
gram for certain senior executives and super-
visors employed by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself and
Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 6532. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide credits for the
production of renewable chemicals and in-
vestments in renewable chemical production
facilities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. RUIZ (for himself, Mr. BACON,
Mr. COLE, and Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas):

H.R. 65633. A bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to require a Federal
medical assistance percentage of 100 percent
for urban Indian organizations, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself and Mrs.
HARSHBARGER):

H.R. 65634. A bill to establish a home-based
telemental health care demonstration pro-
gram for purposes of increasing mental
health and substance use services in rural
medically underserved populations and for
individuals in farming, fishing, and forestry
occupations; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Ms. SLOTKIN:

H.R. 65635. A bill to provide for an emer-
gency response by the Department of Home-
land Security to migration surges, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Ways and Means, Transportation
and Infrastructure, and the Judiciary, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Ms. LOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. FROST, Ms.
CASTOR of Florida, and  Mrs.
GONZALEZ-COLON):

Mr.
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H.R. 65636. A bill to provide that local gov-
ernments may receive grants to carry out
HOMES rebate programs and high-efficiency
electric home rebate programs in States in
which the applicable State energy office is
not carrying out such a program, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Ms. STRICKLAND:

H.R. 6537. A bill to waive General Schedule
qualification standards related to work expe-
rience for nurses at military medical treat-
ment facilities, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. TAKANO (for himself and Mr.
BOST):

H.R. 6538. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide for a definition of
‘“‘establishment, determination, or adjust-
ment of employee compensation’ for pur-
poses of the collective bargaining of certain
Department of Veterans Affairs employees;
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Ms. TITUS (for herself and Mr.
BUCHANAN):

H.R. 6539. A bill to promote United States-
Mongolia trade by authorizing duty-free
treatment for certain imports from Mon-
golia, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for
herself and Ms. SALAZAR):

H.R. 6540. A bill to realign L-29 at full Fed-
eral expense for the Miccosukee Tribe to ex-
pand the area for the Tigertail camp, which
is a residential area; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Mr. WENSTRUP (for himself and
Ms. BROWN):

H.R. 6541. A bill to provide for the liquida-
tion or reliquidation of certain entries of
steel and aluminum products retroactively
approved for exclusion from certain duties;
to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania (for
himself and Mr. AUCHINCLOSS):

H. Res. 897. A resolution expressing support
for the goals of November National Lung
Cancer Awareness Month and for the early
detection and treatment of lung cancer; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. EVANS (for himself and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H. Res. 898. A resolution recognizing No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National Family Caregivers
Month’’; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, and Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. GARBARINO (for himself, Mr.
RYAN, Mr. SELF, Mr. MORELLE, Ms.
MALLIOTAKIS, and Ms. TENNEY):

H. Res. 899. A resolution recognizing the
Suicide Awareness and Remembrance Flag;
to the Committee on Armed Services, and in
addition to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself, Mrs.
PELTOLA, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr.
COLE, Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ, and Mr.
JOYCE of Ohio):

H. Res. 900. A resolution recognizing Na-
tional Native American Heritage Month and
celebrating the heritages and cultures of Na-
tive Americans and the contributions of Na-
tive Americans to the United States; to the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability.

By Mr. MCcCORMICK (for himself and
Mr. KILDEE):

H. Res. 901. A resolution expressing support
for democracy and human rights in Paki-
stan; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.
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CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. CAREY:

H.R. 6513.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Sections 4 and 5

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend the Help America Vote Act of
2002 to confirm the requirement that States
allow access to designated congressional
election observers to observe the election ad-
ministration procedures in congressional
elections.

By Mr. ALFORD:

H.R. 6514.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require agencies to notify the Archivist
of the date on which a final rule is submitted
to Congress and the Government Account-
ability Office.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 6515.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 3 of Article Section 8 of Article I of
the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Trade

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia:

H.R. 6516.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To reauthorize the Director of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum to sup-
port Holocaust education programs, and for
other purposes.

By Mr. CROW:

H.R. 6517.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, United States Con-
stitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

The single subject of this legislation is: To
direct the Director of National Intelligence
to submit to Congress annual reports on ci-
vilian casualties caused by certain oper-
ations of foreign governments.

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina:

H.R. 6518.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the Secretary of Labor to take
initiatives to measure the impact of automa-
tion on the workforce in order to inform
workforce development strategies.

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 6519.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To ban the use of intentionally added
PFAS in cosmetics.

By Mr. EDWARDS:

H.R. 6520.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

‘“‘Regulate commerce with foreign nations,
and among the several states, and with the
Indian tribes.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Excludes individuals who are not citizens
of the United States from the number of per-
sons used to determine the apportionment of
Representatives and the number of electoral
votes.

By Mrs. FISCHBACH:

H.R. 6521.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Providing educational assistance to stu-
dents pursuing a career in law enforcement.

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 6522.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Allows DHS and Customs and Border Pro-
tection the authority to fingerprint non-
citzens under the age of 14 in order to com-
bat trafficking and child recycling, and
criminalizes child recycling.

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 6523.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Requires DHS to issue reports detailing
the total number of illegal immigrants en-
countered at the Southern Border and re-
leased into the country.

By Ms. HOULAHAN:

H.R. 6524.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Strengthening cyber workforce

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon:

H.R. 6525.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Wildfire

By Mr. HUDSON:

H.R. 6526.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of Article I of the Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Energy

By Mr. JACKSON of Illinois:

H.R. 6527.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Sec. 8.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To enhance civil rights accountability and
enforcement in the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, and for other purposes.

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota:

H.R. 6528.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 10

The single subject of this legislation is:

To encourage state and local governments
to prohibit certain investment activities in
the People’s Republic of China.

By Ms. KUSTER:

H.R. 6529.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion, Congress has the power ‘‘to make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
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carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or any Department or Officer there-
of.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Adoption

By Mr. LAMBORN:

H.R. 6530.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section VIII of the US Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Energy production fees oversight

By Mr. PAPPAS:

H.R. 6531.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United
States Constitution states that ‘‘Congress
shall have the authority to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by the Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or in any Department or Officer thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Veterans

By Mr. PASCRELL:

H.R. 6532.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Taxation

By Mr. RUIZ:

H.R. 6533.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the
United States Constitution, to provide for
the general welfare and make all laws nec-
essary and proper to carry out the powers of
Congress.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would apply a Federal Medical
Assistance Percentage (i.e., the federal
matching rate under Medicaid) of 100% with
respect to amounts expended as medical as-
sistance for services received through an
Urban Indian organization under a grant or
contract with the Indian Health Service.

By Ms. SALINAS:

H.R. 6534.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3

The single subject of this legislation is:

Telemental Health Care

By Ms. SLOTKIN:

H.R. 6535.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill authorizes the President to de-
clare an extraordinary migration event that
is of such magnitude that the existing infra-
structure, including Department of Home-
land Security (DHS) staffing levels and rel-
evant government resources, is unable to
provide an appropriate government response.
Such a declaration authorizes DHS to take
various actions to respond to the migration
event, such as (1) utilizing the capabilities of
the Southwest Border Coordination Center
(2) reassigning US Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services asylum officers and

By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 6636.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

HOMES energy rebate program.

By Ms. STRICKLAND:

H.R. 6537.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To address nursing staff shortages in the
Department of Defense

By Mr. TAKANO:

H.R. 6538.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Government Reform

By Ms. TITUS:

H.R. 6539.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the United
States Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Foreign trade

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ:

H.R. 6540.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, Clause 3
relating to the power of Congress to regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Authorizes the Army Corp of Engineers to
design and construct modifications to the L—
29 Levee component of the Central and
Southern Florida Project.

By Mr. WENSTRUP:

H.R. 6541.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Trade

———

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 16: Ms. MCCLELLAN.

H.R. 211: Mr. SMUCKER and Mr. CALVERT.

H.R. 291: Mr. EDWARDS.

H.R. 308: Mr. AMO, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.
BUDZINSKI, Mr. CARDENAS, Mrs. CHERFILUS-
McCORMICK, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. COHEN, Ms.
DELBENE, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mrs. DINGELL,
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms. LoOIS
FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr.
IVEY, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MFUME, Ms. MOORE of
Wisconsin, Ms. NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ,
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mrs. RAMIREZ,
Ms.  SALINAS, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
SCHOLTEN, Ms. SHERRILL, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms.
STEVENS, Ms. TITus, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs.
TRAHAN, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. VEASEY, Ms.
WATERS, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. WILSON
of Florida, Mr. NADLER, Ms. ROSS, Ms.
BoNnaMICI, Mr. FROST, Ms. JACOBS, Ms.
PRESSLEY, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. POCAN, Mr.
THANEDAR, and Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 345: Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 358: Mr. LAMALFA.

H.R. 431: Mr. LOUDERMILK.

H.R. 435: Mr. BURLISON.

H.R. 529: Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. POSEY,
Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, and Mr. DONALDS.

H.R. 537: Mr. RASKIN.
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. 618: Mr. OWENS.

. 703: Mr. KHANNA.

. 807: Mr. LUETKEMEYER and Mr. BANKS.
. 830: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

. 903: Mr. LAMALFA.

. 967: Mr. SARBANES.

. 1087: Ms. NORTON.

. 1097: Mr. ScoTT FRANKLIN of Florida.
. 1102: Mr. VAN DREW.

. 1111: Mr. VARGAS.

. 1118: Ms. CRAIG and Mr. GOMEZ.

. 1250: Mr. DUARTE.

. 1262: Mr. NEHLS.

. 1380: Mr. LIEU.

. 1403: Ms. CARAVEO.

. 1406: Mr. NADLER.

. 1413: Ms. CRAIG.

. 1437: Mr. MEUSER.

. 1468: Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 1477: Mr. STEIL.

H.R. 1491: Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. DAVIS of
North Carolina, and Mrs. KiM of California.

H.R. 1536: Mr. CUELLAR.

H.R. 1540: Ms. TOKUDA.

H.R. 1619: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. TRONE,
and Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 1624: Mr. IVEY, Mr. PHILLIPS, and Mr.
MENENDEZ.

H.R. 1627: Ms. LEE of Florida.

H.R. 1705: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.

H.R. 1737: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
and Mr. FINSTAD.

H.R. 1774: Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas.

H.R. 1833: Ms. SPANBERGER and Mrs. SYKES.

H.R. 2377: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 2423: Mr. VALADAO.

H.R. 2426: Mr. ESTES, Mr. NUNN of Iowa,
and Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 2474: Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Ms. CHU, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. EVANS, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio, Mr. LEVIN,
Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mrs. BICE, Ms.
BARRAGAN, and Ms. SCHAKOWSKY.

H.R. 2530: Ms. STANSBURY and Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 2720: Ms. BONAMICI.

H.R. 2748: Mr. BisHOP of Georgia and Ms.
BROWNLEY.

H.R. 2830: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine.

H.R. 2851: Ms. HOYLE of Oregon and Mrs.
SYKES.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

2889: Ms. PINGREE.
2891: Mr. HORSFORD.
2923: Mr. LAMALFA.
2949: Mr. LAWLER.
2952: Mrs. RAMIREZ.
3005: Mr. CONNOLLY.

H.R. 3058: Mr. NUNN of Iowa.

H.R. 3090: Mr. MENENDEZ
GARAMENDI.

H.R. 3139: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

H.R. 3176: Mr. POSEY.

H.R. 32568: Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, and Mr. CARSON.

H.R. 3325: Mr. GARBARINO.

H.R. 3333: Mr. STANTON.

H.R. 3375: Mr. STANTON.

H.R. 3381: Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. HIGGINS of
Louisiana, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. WALBERG, and
Ms. ADAMS.

H.R. 3413: Mrs. SYKES.

H.R. 3425: Mr. STEIL.

H.R. 3433: Mr. NORMAN, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr. MOULTON.

H.R. 3611: Mrs. Kim of California.

H.R. 3649: Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 3713: Ms. WATERS.

H.R. 3781: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 3842: Mr. MANN.

H.R. 3847: Mr. GARCIA of Illinois.

H.R. 3851: Mrs. HAYES.

H.R. 3874: Mr. MOYLAN.

H.R. 3910: Mr. FITZGERALD.

H.R. 3946: Mr. FALLON.

H.R. 3955: Mr. SORENSEN.

H.R. 4127: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

and Mr.
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H.R. 4157: Mr. WALTZ.

H.R. 4293: Mr. PAPPAS.

H.R. 4315: Mr. WALBERG, Mr. PFLUGER, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, and Mr. BUCSHON.

H.R. 4326: Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Mrs.
SYKES, and Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 4333: Mr. VAN ORDEN and Mr. BEAN of
Florida.

H.R. 4335: Mr. DELUZIO.

H.R. 4438: Mr. THOMPSON of California.

H.R. 4583: Mr. VASQUEZ.

H.R. 4682: Ms. SALAZAR.

H.R. 4758: Mrs. KM of California and Ms.
WILD.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.
NOLLY.

H.R. 5266: Mr. D’EspPosITO and Mr. KIM of
New Jersey.

H.R. 528T7:

H.R. 5302:

H.R. 5333:

H.R. 5399:

H.R. 5401:

H.R. 5455:

H.R. 5547: Mr. BUCSHON.

H.R. 5578: Ms. STANSBURY.

H.R. 5601: Mr. BEYER, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr.
CASTRO of Texas, and Mr. MORELLE.

H.R. 5631: Ms. SALINAS, Mr. CASE, and Mr.
BACON.

H.R. 5641: Mr. CLOUD.

H.R. 5644: Mr. TRONE, Mr. TORRES of New
York, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. MCBATH, and
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia.

H.R. 5749: Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 5779: Mr. THOMPSON of California and
Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 5785 Ms. SCHOLTEN
GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 5790: Mr. DUARTE.

H.R. 5799: Mr. BABIN and Mrs. GONZALEZ-
COLON.

H.R. 5867: Mr. DIAZ-BALART.

H.R. 5871: Ms. SCANLON.

H.R. 5879: Mr. VAN ORDEN and Mr. KEAN of
New Jersey.

H.R. 5896: Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 5983: Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. DELBENE,
Mr. CASTEN, Ms. CHU, Ms. ADAMS, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, and Mr. KILDEE.

H.R. 5985: Ms. PELOSI, Mr. SWALWELL, Ms.
LOFGREN, and Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE.

H.R. 5995: Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 6013: Mr. LIEU.

H.R. 6020: . WILSON of South Carolina.

. 6023: . HOYLE of Oregon.

. 6046: . BRECHEEN.

. 6053: . BoNaMICI and Ms. JACOBS.
. 6063: . TORRES of New York.

. 6076: Ms. LEE of California.

. 6090: Mr. RUTHERFORD.

H.R. 6103: Mr. KHANNA.

H.R. 6163: Mr. DESAULNIER.

H.R. 6172: Ms. NORTON, Mr. TONKO, Mr.
FrROST, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. THANEDAR, Ms.
STANSBURY, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. TORRES of
New York, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. RA-
MIREZ, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms.
BALINT, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms.
SEWELL, Ms. PORTER, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. TRONE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr.
GOLDMAN of New York, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms.
LEE of California, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia,
Mr. IVEY, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
MAGAZINER, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. CASAR, Mr.

4851:
4878:
4891:
4937:
4968:
4974:
4995:
5003:
5073:
5074:
5077:

Mr. PAPPAS and Mrs. RAMIREZ.
Mr. BACON.

Ms. MATSUI.

Mrs. HOUCHIN.

Ms. MANNING.

Mr. MOLINARO.

Mrs. FLETCHER.

Mrs. FLETCHER.

Mr. DUNCAN.

Mr. MOORE of Utah.

Mr. KILMER.

5085: Mr. CONNOLLY.

5141: Mr. MAGAZINER and Ms. NORTON.
5155: Mrs. FLETCHER and Mr. CON-

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

ROSENDALE.

TONY GONZALES of Texas.
ALFORD.

MEUSER.

PALLONE.

WESTERMAN.

and Mr.
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DELUZIO, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. MCGARVEY, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. KELLY of
Illinois, Mr. RASKIN, and Ms. TITUS.

H.R. 6203: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California.

H.R. 6301: Mr. ALLRED, Ms. BROWNLEY, and
Mr. PANETTA.

H.R. 6323: Mr.

H.R. 6335: Mr.

H.R. 6349: Mr. PHILLIPS.

H.R. 6373: Mr. HUIZENGA.

H.R. 6377: Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. BOWMAN, Ms.
SALINAS, Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Mr.
CASTEN.

H.R. 6380: Mrs. LUNA.

H.R. 6438: Mr. ESPAILLAT.

H.R. 6455: Mr. HUFFMAN and Mr. CASTRO of
Texas.

H.R. 6467: Ms. TOKUDA.

BUCHANAN.
DAVIDSON.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

H.R. 6493: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Ms.
TENNEY.

H.R. 6508: Mr. BACON.

H.J. Res. 97: Mr. SELF and Mr. OGLES.

H.J. Res. 98: Mr. BALDERSON.

H.J. Res. 99: Mr. BoST and Mr. CALVERT.

H.J. Res. 103: Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas.

H. Con. Res. 38: Mr. TORRES of New York,

Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Mr.
ESPAILLAT.
H. Con. Res. 75: Mr. MFUME and Mr.
GOTTHEIMER.

H. Con. Res. 76: Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. MFUME,
and Mr. GOTTHEIMER.

H. Res. 195: Mr. CROW, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
GARCIA of Illinois, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia,
Mr. TRONE, Mr. KiM of New Jersey, Ms.
TITUS, and Mrs. HAYES.

H. Res. 627: Ms. RoSS and Mr. VEASEY.

November 30, 2023

H. Res. 806: Mr. DUNN of Florida.

H. Res. 817: Mrs. BEATTY.

H. Res. 874: Ms. CRAIG, Ms. NORTON, Mrs.
HAYES, and Mr. KILMER.

H. Res. 881: Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mr.
CASTEN, Ms. NORTON, Ms. TOKUDA, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Ms. Ross, and Mr. TAKANO.

H. Res. 886: Mr. CARSON and Mrs. HAYES.

H. Res. 889: Mr. GARBARINO.

———

DELETION OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows:

H.R. 972: Ms. KELLY of Illinois.
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