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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WILLIAMS of New York). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 8, 2023. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRANDON 
WILLIAMS to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

MIKE JOHNSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Merciful God, look down on us from 
Your holy temple; from Your heavenly 
throne give heed to our prayers. For 
there is much we need to lay before 
You this day. 

Place on Your scales of justice the 
confusion that is the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict. Release the captives from the 
crosshairs of their enemies. Liberate 
the innocent victims of unspeakable 
and heinous criminality. Free those 
who find themselves hostages of hate, 
then expose those whose prejudice fuels 
their death grip on whole peoples. 

Unearth those who conceal them-
selves in the shadows. Draw them out 
from their hiding places and hold them 
hostage to the judgment they deserve 
for their cruelty. 

Lord, purge us all from the hate that 
motivates hostility wherever it is 
found. Save us from the vitriol that 
poisons even the most noble efforts in-
tended to disarm the violence that per-
vades our world and threatens our com-
munities. 

We stand in need of Your mercy and 
pray in the sovereignty of Your name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to five requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

CYBERSECURITY TRAINING 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last week, I introduced 
the Cybersecurity Skills Integration 
Act with Congresswoman and co-chair 
of the Career and Technical Education 
Caucus, SUZANNE BONAMICI. 

In high-risk critical infrastructure 
sectors, like telecommunications, agri-
culture, or healthcare, a workforce 
with basic cyber skills is essential to 
our public safety. Unfortunately, many 
skilled workers lack any cybersecurity 
training specific to the systems they 
work on daily. 

Our society is increasingly reliant on 
cyber technologies for our most crit-
ical infrastructure. As bad actors in-
crease cyberattacks, we must ensure 
we are protecting our most sensitive 
data. This legislation empowers the 
next generation of learners to have the 
most sophisticated and comprehensive 
education to better protect our essen-
tial systems and assets for years to 
come. 

The bipartisan Cybersecurity Skills 
Integration Act would fund the devel-
opment of critical infrastructure CTE 
programs that integrate cybersecurity. 
This is a bipartisan issue that both the 
Trump and Biden administrations have 
placed increased focus on. 

This legislation would align CTE pro-
grams with industry needs by giving 
businesses a seat at the table with 
postsecondary institutions crafting 
programs that ensure students are 
learning relevant skills, including cy-
bersecurity competencies. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support it. 

f 

KEEP THE GOVERNMENT OPEN 

(Mr. CASTEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CASTEN. Mr. Speaker, we oper-
ate on a September 30 fiscal year. Here 
we are 39 days later, and the majority 
has yet to even propose a way to keep 
the government open. 

Last September, they kicked the can 
down the road and kept the govern-
ment open for 45 days. In the words of 
Mr. SANTOS, that made you all ‘‘big 
mad.’’ You fired your Speaker. You 
have a new Speaker. A lot of you are 
still big mad. Instead of working, we 
are sitting here this week debating 
nonsense. 

Here is an example. Lots of American 
companies operate overseas. Outside of 
the U.S. Republican Party, climate 
change is real, which means that U.S. 
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companies have to comply with sci-
entifically informed policy. 

The Biden administration is appro-
priately trying to help develop U.S. cli-
mate reporting rules that are also sci-
entifically informed to minimize the 
hassle of multijurisdictional reporting. 

The Republican response to that is 
big mad. Today, we are voting on a bill 
that would defund the ability of regu-
lators to develop consistent climate ac-
counting rules instead of doing the 
work of the people. 

Mr. Speaker, science is real. We have 
real challenges. Please stop being big 
mad. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY CHIEF 
MIKE MERNICK OF THE WAR-
WICK FIRE DEPARTMENT 

(Mr. MAGAZINER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MAGAZINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the heroic actions of 
Deputy Chief Mike Mernick of the War-
wick Fire Department. 

Mike and his wife, Tara, were enjoy-
ing a night out in Providence, not long 
ago, when they noticed a fire had bro-
ken out at a nearby home on Goddard 
Street. 

When he saw the smoke coming out 
of the triple-decker and realized there 
were people trapped inside the build-
ing, the off-duty, 28-year-old firefighter 
sprang into action. 

He ran into the burning building with 
two Providence police officers at his 
side, covered in no protective gear or 
equipment. He just knew there was no 
time to waste. 

They headed up two flights of smoke- 
filled stairs where they found a mother 
with her two children and rushed them 
out to safety. Mernick remained in the 
building, clearing each floor, as the fire 
raged around him. 

Thanks to the quick actions of Dep-
uty Chief Mernick and the two officers, 
all eight people in the building were 
rescued safely. 

Deputy Chief Mernick’s actions are a 
reminder that firefighters are heroes in 
every sense of the word. 

f 

PROPOSED CUTS ON AMTRAK 

(Mr. LEVIN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, this week, 
President Biden announced more than 
$16 billion in Federal funding for the 
Northeast Corridor, the busiest in the 
United States, through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. 

While that is a very admirable and 
needed effort, I would like to call at-
tention to the LOSSAN Corridor, the 
second busiest rail corridor, which runs 
right through my district. It is the 
only rail link between San Diego and 
Los Angeles. 

The integrity of the LOSSAN Cor-
ridor is arguably at greater risk than 

any other corridor in the country. It 
runs along the Pacific Ocean and has 
repeatedly closed due to climate 
change-induced sea level rise, col-
lapsing bluffs, and eroding beaches. 
That has cost our economy millions of 
dollars per year and impacts my con-
stituents’ ability to get where they 
need to go. 

The LOSSAN Corridor is the busiest 
State-supported route for Amtrak, 
which is currently facing 64 percent 
funding cuts in the Republican T–HUD 
appropriations bill. 

This is the wrong approach. We must 
invest in Amtrak and associated infra-
structure. I will continue to advocate 
for the Biden administration to invest 
in the LOSSAN Corridor so California 
can get its fair share of resources. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank my partners 
in California, and especially Governor 
Newsom, for continuing to fight for 
this historic investment. 

f 

HONORING THE VETERANS OF OUR 
COUNTRY 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the veterans of our 
country. There are over 16,000 veterans 
in my district. 

Mr. Speaker, 16,000 people have given 
their heart and soul to our Nation. For 
so many, that call to serve has affected 
their health. 

In my district alone, the VA has re-
ceived 1,164 claims under the PACT Act 
as of this October. That was possible 
because of the incredible work of House 
Democrats to pass this law last Con-
gress. 

Currently, many VA centers lack the 
ability to provide care for gyneco-
logical cancers. That leaves female vet-
erans to search for their own care. 
That must change. We need to fight for 
our female veterans. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to re-
introducing the Veterans’ Cancer Care 
Coordinator Act this week. This bill 
would create coordinators to help fe-
male veterans receive the care they 
need from diagnosis through remission. 
This builds on the successful Maternal 
Care Coordination program at the VA. 

As a Nation, we must protect our Na-
tion’s heroes. We must also put vet-
erans above politics. We must thank 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank all the veterans 
for their service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING 
PAULA SANDS 

(Mr. SORENSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SORENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a local leader in broad-
cast news and fellow Quad citizen. 

For more than 40 years, families in 
our region could count on the friendly 

demeanor and seasoned professionalism 
of Paula Sands on KWQC TV 6 News. 

Paula boasts an accomplished career, 
taking the helm as the region’s young-
est woman to host her own TV show at 
the age of 23. Since then, and for the 
past three decades, she hosted ‘‘Paula 
Sands Live’’, a news show dedicated to 
current events and local businesses. 

She is an Emmy award winner. She 
has taken a seat in the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences’ 
Silver Circle. 

All the while, Paula served her home-
town as a trusted voice. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to enter 
the contributions of such a legendary 
figure into the RECORD. I wish Paula 
Sands my sincerest gratitude and well- 
wishes as she enters retirement. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2024 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 4664, 
and that I may include tabular mate-
rial on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 847 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4664. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. WILLIAMS) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 0912 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4664) 
making appropriations for financial 
services and general government for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
WILLIAMS of New York in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
General debate shall be confined to 

the bill and shall not exceed 1 hour 
equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member on 
the Committee on Appropriations or 
their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WOMACK) and the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to begin 
consideration of H.R. 4664, the fiscal 
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year 2024 Financial Services and Gen-
eral Government appropriations bill. 

Before I get into details, I would like 
to recognize the hard work of Chair-
woman GRANGER on this bill, and the 
entire appropriations process. 

We are one step closer to passing the 
last remaining few appropriations bills. 
I also want to thank my good friend, 
Ranking Member STENY HOYER, for his 
input on this bill. We have had many 
conversations. STENY is a dear friend of 
mine, somebody that I worked very 
closely with, not only with this bill, 
but other matters of importance to our 
country. I consider him a very, very 
dear friend, and it is an honor to have 
him at my side as the ranking member. 

Mr. Chairman, look at these people 
right here. This is my team. I know I 
am a bit prejudiced. STENY would prob-
ably say the same thing about his 
team. These are the best that we have. 
We have Lauren Flynn and her team 
and my personal staff. The work they 
have put into this process is truly re-
markable. 

I want the American people to know 
how dedicated these folks are in trying 
to deal with the challenges that face 
our country on an everyday basis, in 
this case, the funding of our govern-
ment. 

b 0915 

I could not do what I do, nor could 
any Member of this House of Rep-
resentatives, no Member can do what 
they do without the dedication of these 
people. It is not lost on me, and I want 
to publicly recognize them. 

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 4664 provides 
$25.279 billion in nondefense discre-
tionary spending across a number of 
critical agencies. The swath that we 
cover is incredible. 

It also includes $45 million in defense 
spending. It rejects over $6 billion in 
discretionary funding increases within 
the President’s budget request. 

The bill represents an adequate level 
of funding, given our fiscal constraints. 
It is 7 percent below the fiscal year ‘23 
enacted level and 2 percent below the 
fiscal year ‘22 enacted level. 

The bill provides the resources nec-
essary to combat threats and protect 
the integrity of our financial and judi-
cial system. 

We claw back over $10 billion of un-
used and unobligated Inflation Reduc-
tion Act IRS funding preventing the 
creation of a super army of IRS agents 
poised to target individuals and small 
business owners. This rescission does 
not touch taxpayer services or the 
modernization of business systems 
which means taxpayers will still be 
able to get the assistance they need to 
file their taxes, and the IRS can con-
tinue to modernize their systems and 
better protect taxpayer data from 
cyberattacks. 

We also rescind IRA money from the 
General Services Administration tar-
geted to make Federal buildings 
greener. Instead of leading by example 
in the construction of sustainable 

buildings, GSA should lead by example 
by bringing their employees back to 
the office like the private sector. 

I am proud this bill requires Federal 
agencies to return to the office at 
prepandemic telework levels. We must 
hold the Federal workforce account-
able for the quality of their work and 
the service they provide to the Amer-
ican people. The administration has 
been unwilling to make any real 
progress on this front, and we cannot 
afford to have vacant Federal buildings 
in the District and across our country. 

The bill demands that agencies con-
centrate on their core mission. Mr. 
Chair, let me say that again. It is im-
portant that our agencies that we fund 
stick to their core mission. The pursuit 
of job-killing, burdensome, and unnec-
essary regulations only serve to fur-
ther bloat a Federal bureaucracy that 
has become, in my strong opinion, too 
big, too intrusive, and counterintuitive 
to limited government. 

Specifically, we turn off rulemaking 
in the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission that lack proper cost-benefit 
analysis and aggregate income anal-
ysis. Further, we prohibit agencies like 
the SEC and the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau from collecting and 
storing personal data that is unconsti-
tutional and serves no regulatory pur-
pose. 

To be clear, the agencies under our 
jurisdiction perform important func-
tions; however, many have strayed 
from their purpose, and the results 
have been a true disservice to the 
American people. This bill responsibly 
returns them to their core mission. 

Mr. Chair, this bill is a strong bill 
with funding reductions and policy 
wins, I urge its adoption, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

First of all, Mr. Chairman, let me say 
that I echo the remarks of the chair-
man of this committee. The American 
public, I think, would be pleased and 
say: Look, this is how it ought to work. 

Mr. WOMACK and I have great respect 
for one another. We are great friends 
and have been long before we were 
chair and ranking member on this sub-
committee on the Appropriations Com-
mittee. He is a person of great integ-
rity, great insight, and a great work 
ethic. He is somebody who the House 
can be proud of. He is somebody whom 
I hold, as he said of me, as a dear 
friend. 

I also want to echo his comments 
about the staff. The public doesn’t see 
the staff for the most part as, frankly, 
they don’t see the overwhelming ma-
jority of Federal employees who are 
not known to the general public. There 
is a tendency to talk about bureauc-
racy. Bureaucracy is used as a pejo-
rative term and not as a descriptive 
term, and that is unfortunate because 
the overwhelming—overwhelming—ma-
jority of Federal employees carry out 
their duties with great fidelity to their 
responsibilities and to the American 

people. So this bill is not the bill that, 
for the most part, most people focus 
on. 

Nevertheless, it is one of the most 
important bills that we consider be-
cause all 11 other appropriation bills 
are reliant on the collections made 
through this bill, and that is why I 
think it is so critical. 

Mr. Chairman, every Member of this 
House ought to make it their goal to 
preserve America’s fiscal health. 

Sharing that common goal, President 
Biden, Speaker MCCARTHY and 149 Re-
publicans, and 165 Democrats—314 peo-
ple, which is 75 percent essentially of 
this House—agreed on a plan of going 
forward. 

The first thing you do on a plan, Mr. 
Chair, is to decide how much are we 
going to spend? 

The President had a higher level, and 
some in this House and the Senate had 
a lower level. Speaker MCCARTHY and 
President Biden came together, and 
they agreed on a spending level. That 
is what we call, if we had done it 
through the regular order, a 302(a) allo-
cation. In other words, it is what we 
are going to spend on the discretionary 
side of the ledger, which, by the way, is 
smaller than the mandatory side. 

We did that. We adopted that bill, as 
I said, with over 300 votes. Unfortu-
nately, a week later that agreement 
was broken by the Republican side of 
the aisle in saying: No, we are not 
going to do that. We are not going to 
follow that agreement. We are going to 
fund at a much lesser level. 

Now, the problem with that is Repub-
lican and Democratic Members of the 
Senate pursued under that agreement, 
and so they are literally billions of dol-
lars different than we will be when 
these 12 bills, assuming we pass these 
12 bills, are sent over to the Senate. 

There are some in this House who 
have a theory that, well, that gives us 
the opportunity to negotiate for more 
numbers. The problem with negoti-
ating for more numbers is that nobody 
believes they are real. 

That is not true. Some do. Some do. 
Some few in this body believe this is 
real and that they are going to some-
how leverage these numbers and force 
the Senate and the President to do 
what they want them to do. The Presi-
dent of the United States and his ad-
ministration have issued a veto threat 
on this bill if it were to be adopted. 
They are not going to have to exercise 
that veto because this bill is not going 
to be adopted. 

Nevertheless, I will tell you, Mr. 
Chair, if Mr. WOMACK and I were left to 
our own devices—and he has a different 
perspective than I do, and that is what 
makes this body work—then we would 
come to an agreement that we think 
would pass the Senate and be signed by 
the President. 

Why? 
It is because we would do what in a 

democracy you have to do, Mr. Chair. 
We would come together and com-
promise, realizing full well that we 
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have a Democratic President, a Demo-
cratic-controlled Senate, and a Repub-
lican almost majority. It is an absolute 
majority. I understand that politically. 
Nonetheless, it is not a majority that 
can always hold together, and; there-
fore, it can’t always effect the policies 
that it knows are reasonable and can 
be adopted. 

Now, I said at the beginning that we 
ought to preserve America’s fiscal 
health, and I believe that sincerely. 
The deal that we made, 67 percent of 
House Republicans voted for it. That 
bill that we have before us does not 
honor that agreement. As I said, it 
does not establish a foundation, really, 
for negotiation. It does nothing to 
avert the shutdown looming just a few 
days from today. 

Crucially, it will increase the deficit 
over time, and I will explain why. In 
fact, this legislation severely under-
mines the government’s ability to 
lower the deficit and to uphold the law 
of the land. It defunds crucial agencies 
that enforce laws, regulations, and 
rules established to protect the Amer-
ican people, American families, and 
America’s children. 

Those cuts include the FTC, the SEC, 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, the Election Assistance 
Commission, and the FCC. This is es-
sentially saying to Americans: You are 
on your own. We are going to reduce 
oversight. 

This bill defends justice, if you will. 
It dramatically cuts funding for the 
Federal public defender program which 
helps ensure every American can exer-
cise their constitutional right to an at-
torney. 

Other law enforcement agencies face 
dire cuts under this legislation. Among 
them, Mr. Chair, is the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network. We hear 
a lot about fentanyl, we hear a lot 
about money laundering, and we hear a 
lot about the drug cartels making a lot 
of money. 

Mr. Chair, we created the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, other-
wise known as FinCEN, for the specific 
purpose of following the money. That 
is how Willie Sutton, obviously, got 
caught: tax evasion. Follow the money. 
We have undermined that premise in 
this bill. 

We then decrease the Office of Ter-
rorism and Financial Intelligence. 

Terrorism is one of the great chal-
lenges of our time, and what do we do? 

We decrease the agencies that are 
charged with overseeing that, among 
other agencies. 

The Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, now you would think, Mr. 
Chair, given the expression that all of 
us have and concern we have about 
fentanyl, drug abuse, and drug deaths 
in this country, that we would beef up 
that office to make sure that we can, 
in fact, confront this scourge on our 
people and our country. No. We cut it. 

The emergency planning and security 
costs in this city, the Capital City, to 

which millions of our constituents 
come, are reduced. 

In total, this bill cuts $345 million, or 
6.2 percent, below the enacted for cru-
cial law enforcement agencies. It pro-
vides $1.32 billion, or 20.2 percent, less 
for law enforcement than what Presi-
dent Biden requested in his Office. 

Mr. Chair, in that context, I would 
ask: Who is defunding the police? 

Yet, Republicans have the nerve, 
frankly—not my chairman—some Re-
publicans have the nerve to accuse 
Democrats of trying to defund law en-
forcement. 

Paring back enforcement has dire 
consequences for the deficit, as well, 
Mr. Chair. This legislation is the latest 
salvo in some Republicans’ long cam-
paign to defund the Internal Revenue 
Service. The number of annual tax re-
turns, Mr. Chair, increased from 140.1 
million in 1979 to 269 million in 2021. 
That is a 92 percent increase in work-
load. 

So what is our response? 
It is over the years to reduce from 

85,000 people in 1979 trying to handle 
this extraordinary workload to in 2021 
78,661. This is an 8 percent decrease 
while a 92 percent workload increase 
occurred. That means refunds get de-
layed, returns aren’t audited, owed 
taxes go uncollected, tax cheats and 
lawbreakers are not held accountable, 
and our debt grows even bigger. 

Mr. Chair, if you are a business try-
ing to get the revenue you are owed, 
frankly, you don’t fire the collection 
department. If you had bad debts, you 
would go after them. This bill does just 
that. It cuts the collection department. 

Contrary to Republican claims, this 
issue isn’t about raising taxes on any-
one. My friend, the majority leader, 
opined on this floor that these agents 
were going to raise people’s taxes. 
Those agents can’t raise anybody’s 
taxes. The only people who can raise or 
lower taxes are the people who sit in 
this body and across the Hall and the 
President of the United States. No 
agent can do that. 

b 0930 

All the agents can do is collect what 
is owed under the laws that we passed. 
Those agents instead ensure that we 
each pay the share we legally owe, and 
they go after the cheats and 
lawbreakers who don’t. 

If you are for law and order, that is 
what you are for. If people cheat, if 
people break the law, you hold them 
accountable. If you are going to hold 
them accountable, you need the per-
sonnel to do so because some of them 
have scads of lawyers and accountants 
and very complicated returns of thou-
sands of pages. 

Too often, those lawbreakers are 
Americans with a lot of wealth and 
complex tax files. I am not talking 
about the overwhelming majority of 
Americans whose taxes are withheld on 
a weekly, biweekly, or monthly basis. I 
am talking about the select few who 
use passthroughs, shell companies, and 

offshore accounts to shield their vast 
wealth from taxation. I don’t want 
them to pay any more than is owed, 
and I don’t have any beef against any-
body who is wealthy. What I have beef 
against is people who cheat and cheat 
their country. 

Harvard and Treasury experts found 
that there is a 12-to-1 return on invest-
ment for IRS enforcement of the top 10 
percent of earners. If you spend $1, you 
get $12 back. That is a pretty good 
deal, and it makes a real difference. 

Years of budget and staffing cuts 
have limited the IRS’ ability to con-
duct these complex audits because they 
are extraordinarily time consuming 
and complex. 

Millionaires were 88 percent less like-
ly to face an audit in fiscal year 2022 
than they were in fiscal year 2010. That 
is an almost 100 percent reduction, 
from essentially $9-plus to $1. The re-
sult is a backdoor tax cut, but only for 
those with the means and guile to ex-
ploit accounting tricks to hide profits, 
income, and, in the end, tax obligation. 
They have a duty to support their 
country, the national security, and the 
healthcare investments we make in 
Medicare and Social Security. 

This bill includes a 22.2 percent cut 
below the request for IRS enforcement. 
My chairman will correctly observe 
that the other items he will point out 
have been held relatively harmless. It 
is only the collection department that 
was cut. 

By the way, a recent article from 
just last month pointed out that the 
IRS now estimates that there is $688 
billion in unpaid taxes. Let’s think of 
what that would do to the deficit over 
time if you collected the money that 
was due, not that you are increasing, 
but that was due. That is a disservice 
to hardworking Americans who patri-
otically and conscientiously pay their 
taxes. 

This bill defunds those agencies of 
government that keep us safe, with a 
cut below the enacted of $9.6 million 
for the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, which I talked about; $24.2 mil-
lion for FinCEN, the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network; and $9.2 million 
for the Office of Terrorism and Finan-
cial Intelligence that confronts ter-
rorism everywhere you find it. 

It disrupts the agencies that ensure 
the products we buy and the markets 
we invest in aren’t overrun with fraud 
by undermining the independence of 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau. 

By cutting the Consumer Products 
Safety Commission, it makes it very 
hard for consumers, Mr. Chair, to make 
the determination of: Is this product 
safe? Has it been tested? They rely on 
us to make sure that, yes, it has been 
tested and that, yes, it is safe so it 
won’t hurt or kill their children. 

They are cutting the SEC by $149 
million, which disrupts the markets if 
people don’t trust them. You didn’t 
have an overseer in 1920. Now, you have 
an overseer, and people have much 
more trust because of that overseer. 
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It hampers the agencies that make 

those who try to get one over on the 
rest of us think twice and that hold 
these people accountable with a cut of 
$7 million to the FEC, $53 million to 
the Federal Trade Commission, and $8 
million to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, which, by the way, 
in part is responsible for making sure 
we don’t get all those junk calls all the 
time that annoy the living daylights 
out of all of us. 

These are just some of the cuts. If 
Republicans want to be the party of fis-
cal responsibility, if they want to be 
the party of law enforcement, they 
need to shelve this bill. 

They know this legislation will never 
become law. They have loaded it with 
partisan poison pills, which I have not 
spoken of but that I am sure will be 
spoken of during the course of this, 
such as undermining a woman’s right 
to choose. 

I am sure that everybody saw what 
happened in Ohio yesterday. Ohio, for 
the most part, has been a red State, 
but it overwhelmingly said a woman’s 
right to choose needs to be protected. 
They believed in that so much that 
they are going to put it in the Ohio 
Constitution. 

This bill has been loaded with par-
tisan poison pills designed to varnish 
American history. We don’t want to 
talk about slavery. We don’t want to 
make anybody feel bad about what 
their country did to people because of 
the color of their skin or their sexual 
orientation. This bill undermines di-
versity, equity, and inclusion and exac-
erbates the climate crisis. 

Mr. Chair, we will talk about a lot of 
this bill for the next few hours. I hope 
it is a few hours, not more than that. I 
think the chair and I will try to 
achieve that objective. 

We ought to stop this nonsense. We 
are going to have a lot of amendments 
to reduce salaries to $1. That is not a 
serious Congress. It is not a serious 
Rules Committee to have 55 amend-
ments reducing salaries to $1. 

The only ones that have been ap-
proved have been approved by a voice 
vote. Every other one has been de-
feated, yet we keep dealing with these 
silly amendments while we undermine 
America’s ability to collect the reve-
nues it needs to protect the American 
people, play our role throughout the 
international community, and make 
America a safer and greater country. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, as I said earlier, 
Steny and I are really good friends, and 
this goes all the way back to when I 
first got here. He had already been here 
for a long time. I won’t say how much 
time, but quite a while, so I learn from 
people like that. 

That being said, we have a different 
view in many cases, sometimes about 
the role of the government or why we 
need to fund the government at levels 

that they would prefer. I am going to 
pick one issue. There are many we 
could talk about, but he mentioned 
fentanyl. 

Nobody in this country would argue 
that we don’t have a fentanyl problem. 
Mr. Chairman, 100,000 people a year are 
dying as a result of this synthetic, ille-
gal substance that is making its way 
across our borders. 

Mr. Chairman, what this side of the 
aisle believes is that instead of fighting 
the issue on the inside of the country— 
and let me remind you that on the 
High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas 
program, we fund HIDTA at a level 
higher than the President of the United 
States requested. It is a little bit less 
than last year but higher than the 
President’s request. 

I reject out of hand the notion that 
we are endangering the lives of Ameri-
cans because all of a sudden we don’t 
think that fentanyl is a problem. No, 
we believe fentanyl is a problem, but 
we believe the problem should be ad-
dressed at the border of this country, 
at our southern border, where a lot of 
this product is making its way across 
without any real effort to stop it. 

It is making its way into the house-
holds of America, from sea to shining 
sea. Then all of a sudden we get ac-
cused of wanting to cut budgets for 
agencies that target that illegal sub-
stance. For some reason, we are the 
bad guys. 

We think that if we had better border 
security, which is something that both 
sides of the aisle have argued about for 
decades, maybe we wouldn’t need as 
much money to fight these problems 
interior to our country. 

I use that as an example, and there 
are others, but let’s just agree on this: 
With the better part of a $2 trillion def-
icit this year, we have to address the 
root cause of what is causing such a 
difficult spot for this Nation, and that 
is the fiscal health of the country. 

Mr. Chairman, $2 trillion deficits, as 
far as the eye can see, are not a sus-
tainable outcome. We are over $33 tril-
lion in debt right now, and I guess the 
debt service of our country—I don’t 
know what the current numbers are, 
but it is approaching a trillion dollars 
a year. 

We should think for just a moment 
what we could do if, instead of paying 
our creditors, we are able to use that 
trillion dollars for programs that ben-
efit all Americans. That is a subject for 
a different day. 

Mr. Chair, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Iowa (Mrs. HINSON), 
my dear friend who is a very valued 
member of this subcommittee and a 
bright, shining star in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Chair, I thank the 
gentleman from Arkansas for yielding 
me the time to speak on this very im-
portant piece of legislation today and 
for his leadership on this bill. It is 
tough to craft a bill that funds the pri-
orities of the American people in a way 
that is targeted and respects tax-

payers, and I appreciate the gentle-
man’s approach to do that in a very 
meaningful way. 

Mr. Chair, it is why I am supporting 
this bill here today, the fiscal year 2024 
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment appropriations bill. 

This bill delivers on the promises 
that we have made to the American 
people. We are reining in out-of-control 
spending and regulation. We are restor-
ing accountability for taxpayers. We 
are deweaponizing the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Additionally, as the chairman men-
tioned, we are prioritizing national se-
curity against our foreign adversaries, 
both in dealing with the border and 
also in dealing with adversaries like 
China. 

This bill promotes a Federal Govern-
ment that works for the American peo-
ple. We are ensuring that bureaucrats 
who have been abusing the COVID–19 
telework policies and are still working 
from home actually go back to work 
and get back in the office like America 
is. They need to start putting in 100 
percent effort for the taxpayers that 
pay their salary. 

I am not sure how many of my col-
leagues here in the Chamber, Mr. 
Chair, are aware of the GAO report 
that came out over the summer, but it 
flagged that 17 of 24 Federal agencies 
here in Washington, D.C., were only 
using, on average, about 25 percent of 
their office space. 

Taxpayers fund the bill for these of-
fices. It is $7 billion a year. The lights 
were on, but no one was home. We need 
to make sure that they are putting 100 
percent effort in for the taxpayers that 
pay their salary. 

I am sure all of our offices are get-
ting the same calls mine are about re-
ductions in government services, and 
we need to make sure they are giving 
100 percent. 

This bill also restores accountability 
by reining in rogue overreaching agen-
cies like the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau that will now be subject 
to congressional oversight and will an-
swer to the American taxpayer rather 
than being able to pursue a partisan 
agenda that hurts our small businesses. 

This bill also protects American fam-
ilies and small businesses by rescinding 
funding for President Biden’s proposals 
to supercharge an army of IRS agents, 
while maintaining those very impor-
tant taxpayer service operations. We 
don’t want to see a reduction in serv-
ices for our taxpayers, and when they 
are calling, they should not be getting 
a dial tone. 

Our bill also protects Iowa farmers 
from onerous regulations like the 
SEC’s climate disclosure rule and the 
expansive Scope 3 emissions disclosure 
requirement. This would be disastrous 
for producers not only in my district 
but around the country. It would bury 
our hardworking farmers, who feed and 
fuel the world, in paperwork and com-
pliance costs. 
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We are also taking strong steps to 
ensure that we are bolstering national 
security against threats from our ad-
versaries, like the Chinese Communist 
Party. I also serve on the Select Com-
mittee on the Strategic Competition 
Between the United States and the Chi-
nese Communist Party. I think this is 
of utmost importance, Mr. Chair. We 
need to protect taxpayer resources 
from supporting the Wuhan Institute of 
Virology or any other laboratory oper-
ated by the CCP. 

Finally, this includes my language to 
require the GSA to investigate the sta-
tus of Chinese surveillance equipment 
on Federal property. It supports efforts 
to remove that telecom equipment 
from U.S. networks. 

The CHAIR. The time of the gentle-
woman has expired. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I yield an 
additional 30 seconds to the gentle-
woman from Iowa. 

Mrs. HINSON. Mr. Chair, I think this 
really hits the mark in investing in the 
priorities I continue to hear about 
from my constituents. It is why I am 
proud to support it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 6 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Con-
necticut (Ms. DELAURO), the distin-
guished former chair and current rank-
ing member of the Appropriations 
Committee. 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Chair, I thank 
Chairman WOMACK, Ranking Member 
HOYER, and the subcommittee staff, es-
pecially Matt Smith and Philip 
Tizzani, for all the work they do. 

This Financial Services and General 
Government bill put forth by the ma-
jority is unacceptable. The Republicans 
propose cutting critical agencies the 
American people depend on for a sta-
ble, secure, safe, and fair economy by a 
staggering 58 percent. 

My colleagues across the aisle often 
claim to support things like law and 
order, economic competition, and pro-
tecting children. Yet, their actions 
demonstrated by this bill suggest oth-
erwise. 

Cuts to the Small Business Adminis-
tration would cut off assistance and re-
sources that help small businesses 
start, grow, and compete. 

Cuts to the Securities and Exchange 
Commission would benefit market ma-
nipulators and inside traders over fam-
ilies saving for retirement. 

Cuts to the Federal Trade Commis-
sion would levy higher prices on Amer-
icans and make seniors more prone to 
be victimized by scammers. 

Cuts to the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission would enable dangerous 
products to hit store shelves and enter 
our homes, potentially harming our 
children. 

Finally, cuts to the Internal Revenue 
Service would protect cheats over hon-
est, hardworking families. We know an 
underfunded, understaffed, and over-
whelmed IRS means the wealthiest bil-
lionaires and corporations avoid paying 
taxes. According to Secretary Yellen, 

‘‘In 2019, the top 1 percent of Ameri-
cans was estimated to owe over one- 
fifth of unpaid taxes, leaving ordinary 
Americans to shoulder the burden.’’ 

Furthermore, in 2021, the Institute on 
Taxation and Economic Policy found 
that at least 55 of the largest corpora-
tions in America—in a year they saw 
over $40 billion in pretax income—had 
paid no Federal corporate income 
taxes. Corporations like Nike, Hewlett- 
Packard, and Dish Network paid zero 
Federal income taxes. 

Treasury recently announced that 
thanks to the resources provided in the 
Inflation Reduction Act, the IRS is 
pursuing back taxes owed from about 
1,600 taxpayers with incomes over $1 
million. They have so far closed 100 of 
those cases, collecting $122 million 
since September. That is not a tax in-
crease. That is collecting revenue le-
gally owed. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle frame the debt as a problem of 
our investments in the American peo-
ple. We have a revenue problem, and 
they refuse to let the IRS collect le-
gally owed taxes from their billionaire 
and corporate friends to address this 
problem. 

We cannot stand for the 
disadvantaging of small businesses, 
making seniors susceptible to 
scammers, exposing children to dan-
gerous products, and rigging the stock 
market for the well-connected and 
wealthiest. 

Earlier this year, I met with SBA Ad-
ministrator Guzman. The Administra-
tion is extraordinarily concerned with 
how they would provide the resources 
America’s entrepreneurs rely on to 
help start their businesses and grow if 
these cuts are enacted. Small busi-
nesses are an essential part of the 
American economy and really are the 
core to the financial security of our 
middle class. They define Main Street 
in neighborhoods across the country. 

This bill not only slashes funding for 
the IRS by $1.1 billion, but it takes 
back more than $10 billion in funding 
provided in the Inflation Reduction 
Act. This is on top of cuts to the IRS 
that the majority is pursuing as a con-
dition for providing aid to Israel, and 
in addition to the $57 billion in cuts to 
the IRS’ Inflation Reduction Act fund-
ing in the other 11 appropriations bills. 

These cuts would rob the Treasury of 
$130 billion and hand it directly to bil-
lionaires, the biggest corporations, 
fraudsters, and tax cheats. That is not 
according to me. That is according to 
the Congressional Budget Office. 

I have heard my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle talk about want-
ing to be tough on China, and yet this 
bill includes no funding for the Admin-
istration’s efforts to restrict outbound 
investment in countries like China 
that threaten our national security. 
The majority is giving a green light to 
the potential offshoring of critical 
United States’ supply chains to foreign 
adversaries like China and Russia. 

Of course, the majority doesn’t stop 
there. They have included dozens of 

problematic, pointless riders, including 
prohibitions on the SEC’s climate dis-
closure rule, prohibitions on healthcare 
and abortion, micromanaging the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s traffic laws at a 
level that is petty and deserves deri-
sion. 

The Financial Services and General 
Government bill is central to effec-
tively running the Federal Government 
and providing services to the American 
people. The majority’s bill instead fo-
cuses on protecting the tax dollars and 
priorities of billionaires and big cor-
porations. 

For all these reasons, I cannot sup-
port this bill. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I yield 3 min-
utes to the gentlewoman from Florida 
(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ). 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Chair, I recognize my dear friends, 
Chairman WOMACK and Ranking Mem-
ber HOYER, and I do mean that in the 
truest sense of the word, for their work 
on this bill, which does contain several 
of my priorities. 

I do want to respond quickly to the 
chairman’s comments about the border 
really being the problem with fentanyl 
coming across into the United States 
and that it is not necessary to fund the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy. 

When you focus on safety, making 
sure that you can keep people safe 
from harm that they can’t avoid on 
their own, we need layers of protection. 
So it is a fool’s errand to cut an office 
like the Office of National Drug Con-
trol Policy because we aren’t doing 
enough, in your mind, to handle drug 
entries into the country from the bor-
der. It is ‘‘both/and’’ when it comes to 
safety, not ‘‘either/or.’’ 

Unfortunately, this bill, although it 
does contain several of my priorities, 
has so many misguided, toxic, and ex-
treme provisions that it will make us 
all less safe and careens our govern-
ment once again toward a shutdown. 

This is a bill that is rather unsung. I 
always try to come and talk about this 
bill. It does have a whole lot of acro-
nym agencies that have far reach into 
Americans’ protection, security, and 
safety. It is so important that we make 
sure we shine a little bit of a spotlight 
on it as a result. 

This bill does prioritize reducing pool 
and spa deaths by providing $2.5 mil-
lion for programs authorized under my 
Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa 
Safety Act, for which I appreciate the 
chairman’s help. As the leading cause 
of unintentional death for children 
under 5 in the United States, drowning 
is clearly a public health threat that 
we must confront. 

However, sadly, overall this bill 
makes all of our constituents less safe. 
This bill handcuffs consumer watch-
dogs, leaving hardworking families 
more vulnerable to fraud or dangerous 
deadly products. It guts the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s already 
paltry budget, slashing resources at an 
agency that has a major focus on pro-
tecting children and families. We need 
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to keep families safe, not make them 
nervous to choose products when they 
walk down the aisles of a store. 

On top of protecting scammers and 
cheats, this bill hurts public servants 
and threatens our national security. 

How does it do that? The same Re-
publicans who claim to support our na-
tional defense and Armed Forces would 
cut the National Security Council in 
this bill and the Office of Terrorism 
and Financial Intelligence. 

The same Republicans who boast how 
tough they are on heroin and fentanyl 
actually cut the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy in this bill. 

Don’t believe Republicans who claim 
to be the party of law and order, either. 
This bill actually underfunds multiple 
levels of our Federal courts and the 
public defenders. This bill basically 
waves white-collar criminals right on 
through to do their sketchy business 
by cutting the SEC and the FTC. 

If you want to empower scammers 
and cheats or get more robocallers 
bothering you at home by ringing your 
phone off the hook, vote for this bill, 
but if you want to protect families, 
vote against it. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) 
for the purpose of engaging in a col-
loquy. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I thank Mr. 
WOMACK, chairman of the Financial 
Services and General Government Sub-
committee, not only for his leadership 
but his rabid support of the Razor-
backs. Kentucky and Arkansas have a 
big rivalry in basketball, but in this 
case we are on the same page because 
the chairman has rightly included in 
this year’s FSGG appropriations bill 
my legislation, H.R. 1382, the Taking 
Account of Bureaucrats’ Spending Act, 
or the TABS Act, which would separate 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau from the Federal Reserve System, 
make it an independent agency and 
subject it, importantly, to the congres-
sional appropriations process. 

The TABS Act would remedy the se-
rious constitutional defect in the 
structure of the CFPB as established 
by the Dodd-Frank Act under which 
the CFPB draws its funding uniquely 
from the Federal Reserve instead of 
from Congress, like most other execu-
tive branch agencies. Specifically, 
Dodd-Frank delegates to the Director 
of the CFPB the unilateral power to de-
cide in perpetuity how much money he 
wants for the agency to carry out its 
broad and potent regulatory and en-
forcement powers. 

The Director then requests such 
amount from the Fed, which is itself 
exempt from the congressional appro-
priations process, making it double in-
sulated from accountability. The Fed is 
then required to provide such amount 
to the Bureau, no questions asked. This 
is a constitutional aberration, and it is 
a violation of the separation of powers. 

Although the total amount the Di-
rector can request is capped in the law, 

the cap is so high that it effectively 
grants the CFPB Director unfettered 
discretion over the Bureau’s amount of 
funding and how it is spent. No other 
Federal agency in the entire Federal 
bureaucracy is funded in this manner. 
Indeed, there is no analogue for the 
CFPB anywhere in the history of the 
U.S. executive branch. 

Even among self-funded agencies, the 
Bureau is unique. It is a perpetual self- 
directed, double-insulated funding 
structure that goes a significant step 
further than that enjoyed by any other 
agency, again, in the history of our Re-
public. 

The TABS Act would fix this. It 
would bring much-needed account-
ability to the CFPB and uphold the 
Constitution’s separation of powers 
and the exclusive grants of the appro-
priations power to Congress. 

I want to make a couple of points 
about the TABS Act. First, the purpose 
of this bill is not to repeal or under-
mine consumer protection laws. Rath-
er, the purpose is to address the con-
stitutional defect in the CFPB’s fund-
ing structure. No one is objecting to 
the utility of some Federal consumer 
protections, but we should also agree 
that the Constitution reserves to Con-
gress the sole authority to set funding 
limits for the CFPB and other execu-
tive branch agencies. 

I note that the FY24 FSGG bill would 
fund the CFPB at near current levels. I 
also note that H.R. 2798, the CFPB 
Transparency and Accountability Re-
form Act, which was marked up out of 
the Financial Services Committee on 
April 26, included the TABS Act, and 
authorized to be appropriated from un-
obligated amounts contained in the 
Consumer Financial Civil Penalty 
Fund $650 million for FY24—again, at 
levels comparable to what the CFPB 
received from the Fed this year. 

My friends on the other side of the 
aisle can’t make the argument that we 
are trying to defund the agency, that 
we are trying to gut consumer protec-
tion laws because we are manifestly 
proving we are not doing that. We are 
funding the agency the way it should 
be. This clearly demonstrates that the 
TABS Act is not about eliminating 
consumer protections or the CFPB, but 
it is about upholding the Constitution. 
It is about defending the Congress, this 
institution. 

If this bill is enacted into law, the 
Bureau would continue to operate. The 
only difference would be that the Con-
gress would oversee their spending in 
the same way it does for all other con-
sumer protection agencies in most of 
the rest of the Federal Government. 

b 1000 

As you know, the Supreme Court re-
cently heard the case of Community 
Financial Services Association of 
America v. CFPB in which the agency’s 
funding structure was challenged as 
violating the Constitution’s separation 
of powers and the appropriations 
clause, which provides that: ‘‘No 

money shall be drawn from the Treas-
ury, but in Consequence of Appropria-
tions made by law . . . ’’ 

If the Supreme Court strikes down 
the CFPB’s funding structure, as it 
should in this case, this bill will ensure 
that the agency continues to operate. 

Following such a decision by the 
Court, chaos would not ensue, as some 
have suggested, nor would there be 
great uncertainty in the marketplace 
about the status of consumer protec-
tion laws and regulations. 

On the contrary, this legislation 
demonstrates that Congress is prepared 
to assert its appropriations power to 
stabilize preexisting consumer laws 
and make sure that the CFPB is funded 
with better and more meaningful over-
sight in the event that the Supreme 
Court strikes down the funding mecha-
nism. 

The Founding Fathers wanted to 
make sure that the legislative branch— 
the people’s elected Representatives in 
Congress—make the key decisions 
about our government, especially how 
tax dollars are spent. 

As Madison wrote in Federalist Paper 
No. 58: ‘‘This power over the purse 
may, in fact, be regarded as the most 
complete and effectual weapon with 
which any constitution can arm the 
immediate representatives of the peo-
ple, for obtaining a redress of every 
grievance, and for carrying into effect 
every just and salutary measure.’’ 

This is a sound principle, which in 
the context of the CFPB or any other 
executive branch agency, every mem-
ber of Congress, Republican and Demo-
crat, should defend. 

This is not a partisan issue. This is 
about defending this institution and 
our power of the purse. I ask my 
friends on the other side of the aisle: If 
Congress passed legislation funding the 
Department of Defense or the CIA in 
the same manner as the CFPB is cur-
rently funded, would that be accept-
able? Would we want those agencies to 
be completely unaccountable to our 
oversight? 

The appropriations process is the pri-
mary means by which Congress, on a 
bipartisan basis, oversees those agen-
cies, as well as all consumer protection 
agencies. 

Now, some will say that Congress can 
change the CFPB’s funding structure 
at any time so there is really no prob-
lem with the structure. Well, this is ri-
diculous. This is absurd. 

Our Constitution does not permit 
elected Representatives in Congress to 
delegate away our authority, which is 
textually reserved to the Congress, to 
some other branch of government or an 
executive branch official. It requires 
that the key decisions remain in the 
hands of the elected Representatives of 
the people. 

Congress cannot delegate away its re-
sponsibilities without undermining the 
separation of powers, even if it could 
pass legislation to retake such respon-
sibilities in the future. 

Instead, it is the Supreme Court’s 
duty to strike down laws that violate 
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the Constitution, even if Congress 
could remedy those violations. For ex-
ample, the Supreme Court strikes down 
laws that violate the First Amendment 
or the Commerce Clause, even though 
Congress could remedy those viola-
tions. There is no reason why the same 
should not be true of laws that violate 
the appropriations clause. 

Moreover, in Seila Law, the Court 
struck down the infringement of the 
President’s removal power over the di-
rector of the CFPB. I hope now it pro-
tects Congress’ power as it did the 
President’s power in Seila Law. 

After all, the Supreme Court’s role is 
not just to prevent the erosion of presi-
dential powers but also Congress’ 
power. The reason the CFPB’s funding 
structure is so problematic is that 
when Congress delegates its core re-
sponsibilities away to administrative 
agencies, the value of each American’s 
vote is diminished. 

As Congress has delegated more re-
sponsibilities and more authorities to 
administrative agencies, Americans 
have come to increasingly believe that 
their votes do not matter. They see 
that changes in Congress don’t change 
policies set by agencies. 

Lack of congressional control over 
the CFPB creates the opportunity for 
special interests to capture the CFPB 
who run the agency according to their 
own ideological vision, not according 
to the will of the American people. 
Changing the CFPB’s funding structure 
would be an important and common-
sense step in restoring faith in our de-
mocracy. 

It is important to recognize that the 
structure of the CFPB is an aberration 
in our government. No other agency is 
funded by the Federal Reserve at the 
level set by the director of the other 
agency. 

Now, I know a lot of people have 
raised concerns that striking down the 
funding structure of the bureau would 
open up the question of constitu-
tionality of the Federal Reserve and a 
few other agencies that are funded 
through assessments or other funding 
streams that they incur in their oper-
ations. 

The funding structure of the CFPB is 
unique. Unlike other agencies that 
may be funded by a specific source of 
funding that they raise in the course of 
their operations—seigniorage in the 
case of the Federal Reserve; fees on 
banks in the case of the Comptroller of 
the Currency; deposit insurance pre-
miums in the case of the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation; tariff rev-
enue in the case of the Customs Serv-
ice—the CFPB is different. There is no 
analog. It determines its own funding 
by taking funds from the Federal Re-
serve. No other agency obtains its 
funding by taking funds in this way. 
Further, there is no nexus between its 
statutory responsibilities, consumer 
protection, and its funding source, the 
Federal Reserve. 

In conclusion, while there has been 
much debate about where to draw the 

constitutional line on how agencies can 
be funded consistent with the appro-
priations clause, the funding structure 
of the CFPB is one we should all agree 
goes too far. 

As with the Supreme Court deter-
mination in the Free Enterprise Fund 
case that double insulation on removal 
was too far with respect to limits on 
the presidential removal authority, the 
same should apply here. 

The funding structure of the CFPB 
goes too far without having to answer 
or raise questions about other agen-
cies. Granting Federal agencies the au-
thority to derive their funding from 
the Federal Reserve outside of the ap-
propriations process is a dangerous 
precedent and is fundamentally incon-
sistent with the Constitution’s separa-
tion of powers. 

The Federal Reserve seigniorage for 
money creation is not a piggy bank. 
Forcing the Federal Reserve to pay for 
other government operations risks 
compromising the Fed’s monetary pol-
icy independence. 

For these reasons, I urge the Su-
preme Court of the United States to do 
the right thing: to vindicate the sepa-
ration of powers and to uphold Con-
gress’ appropriations authority over 
Federal executive branch agencies. 

I urge my colleagues to remedy this 
constitutional defect, pass the Womack 
appropriations bill, pass the TABS Act, 
and restore congressional appropria-
tions authority. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank Mr. BARR for his kind re-
marks and for his hard work in draft-
ing the TABS Act. We are pleased to 
include it in this year’s Financial Serv-
ices and General Government appro-
priations bill. 

Let me add that I fully agree with 
your assessment of the importance of 
making the CFPB part of the annual 
appropriations process. 

As you noted, most agencies are 
funded by Congress, including all the 
traditional consumer protection agen-
cies, as you have articulated. 

I also agree with you that the pur-
pose of this legislation is to uphold the 
Constitution. I mean, that is our oath. 
That is what we swear to on January 3 
every other year. This is a principled 
action. It is not an effort to kill the 
CFPB. That is why this bill funds the 
CFPB at the level it receives now. 

We merely want to create an ac-
countable funding structure for the 
CFPB that is like all other consumer 
protection agencies. That is why I will 
not support the amendment to elimi-
nate the funding. That is why this is 
about constitutional principles, not the 
CFPB’s existence. 

Finally, let me say the Appropria-
tions Committee has a critical con-
stitutional responsibility to oversee 
how the Federal Government spends 
taxpayer dollars. 

The annual process is the mechanism 
whereby our democracy ensures that 
the people’s priorities are reflected in 

how taxpayer dollars are allocated and 
spent. It is my hope the Supreme Court 
recognizes this fact and strikes down 
the funding structure of the CFPB. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

First, let me say I am sympathetic to 
the issue that the appropriations com-
mittee needs to conduct oversight, but 
I will tell everybody in this Chamber 
and those who are watching, this mat-
ter was a subject of very serious debate 
and resolution, and the resolution was 
we wanted to keep this agency inde-
pendent and free of any political pres-
sure. 

It was adopted on that basis by the 
House and the Senate and signed by 
the President of the United States. It 
is now the subject of a Supreme Court 
hearing. 

This is authorizing in the extreme an 
appropriation bill which, but for the 
waiver that was issued by the Rules 
Committee, a point of order would be 
applicable and would not be considered. 

I suggest that this is an authorizing 
matter. It is a matter that the Finan-
cial Services Committee needs to be 
seized of and report the gentleman’s 
legislation out to the floor and that 
ought to be considered in the regular 
order. 

This is not the regular order for a 
major authorizing change, which was 
very controversial at the time it was 
raised, and it was passed to make sure 
that consumers are, in fact, protected 
and insulated from political pressure. 

Therefore, at such time, I will sup-
port an amendment to take this from 
the bill. 

I yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LEVIN), my friend. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding time. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today to address 
our country’s urgent need for a Su-
preme Court code of ethics. Over the 
past year, we have seen troubling re-
ports of Justices receiving lavish gifts 
from political donors with connections 
to cases before the Supreme Court and 
who stand to benefit from rulings. 

This is unacceptable and unethical, 
and it has undermined public trust in 
the institution. It is time for the Su-
preme Court to adopt and abide by a 
judicial code of ethics. 

Currently, all Federal judges must 
abide by a code of ethics except for Su-
preme Court Justices. That must 
change. 

I introduced an amendment to the 
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment appropriations bill that would 
withhold $10 million in funding from 
the Supreme Court until the Justices 
adopt a code of ethics. 

This amendment, which I introduced 
with Congressman HANK JOHNSON, 
would have restored public confidence 
in this institution. 

It would have helped to solve one of 
the many problems our voters sent us 
to Washington, D.C., to fix—the cor-
rupt power of money and politics in our 
judicial system. 
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Sadly, Republicans on the Rules 

Committee would not even consider my 
amendment in order. We must do bet-
ter. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, I will be 
brief in response to my friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland, who makes the 
arguments that the authors of the 
Dodd-Frank law made, which was that 
we designed this to be independent. 
Well, that is fine. That is what they 
wanted, but they can’t do it unconsti-
tutionally. 

As the Fifth Circuit said very, very 
well, while the defenders of the struc-
ture of the agency, of the CFPB, con-
tend that there is no constitutional in-
firmity because the funding scheme 
was actually enacted by Congress in 
the Dodd-Frank law, and, therefore, it 
is constitutional. 

In essence, the bureau contends that 
because Congress spun the agency’s 
funding mechanism into motion when 
it passed the act, voila, the appropria-
tions clause is satisfied. 

That is not the way the Constitution 
works, Mr. Chair. This body cannot un-
constitutionally delegate away our 
most fundamental power, which is the 
power of the purse. 

Vote for the Womack appropriations 
bill. Restore the power of the purse. 
Defend this institution. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, may I 
ask the chair if he has any more speak-
ers? 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, we are 
prepared to close. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Number one on this issue—it is pend-
ing before the Supreme Court. The Su-
preme Court can decide whether it is 
constitutional or not. We can’t decide 
whether something is constitutional or 
not. Ultimately the Supreme Court de-
cides that. 

We pass laws, and we certainly hope 
and expect them to be constitutional. I 
would, again, reiterate my opposition 
to the gentleman’s amendment on this 
bill. 

Mr. Chairman, in closing, let me say 
this bill underfunds the most impor-
tant aspect of the Federal Government, 
and that is collecting the revenues to 
run it in a balanced way. It undermines 
that effort. I urge opposition to the 
bill. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

b 1015 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

As I stated in my opening, I have 
great respect for my friend, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
and his team over there. They do their 
work in accordance with what they feel 
are the emerging issues facing our 
country. We do the same on our side. 

Suffice it to say, though, what we 
need right now is a bill on this floor 

that we can use as a basis to go nego-
tiate with our Senate counterparts at 
the other end of this Capitol and, hope-
fully, come up with a conference report 
that we can all live with. 

We know that the clock is running. 
America knows that, on November 17, 
we are going to have a continuing reso-
lution of some form to be able to con-
tinue the work of this appropriations 
process. A lot of work has gone into it. 
We can have our differences. Those are 
well stated, as evidenced by the debate 
this morning, but we need to finish our 
work. 

We will have a big amendment proc-
ess going on throughout the day today, 
tonight, and into tomorrow, but we 
need right now to finish our work on 
this bill, get it across the finish line, 
make it a basis for negotiation in the 
Senate, get a conference report, and 
finish at least this portion of the 12-bill 
appropriations work. That is what we 
are responsible for doing here today. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. ROUZER). All 
time for general debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

The amendment in part A of House 
Report 118–269 shall be considered as 
adopted, and the bill, as amended, shall 
be considered as read. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 
H.R. 4664 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

DEPARTMENTAL OFFICES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Depart-
mental Offices including operation and 
maintenance of the Treasury Building and 
Freedman’s Bank Building; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; maintenance, repairs, and 
improvements of, and purchase of commer-
cial insurance policies for, real properties 
leased or owned overseas, when necessary for 
the performance of official business; execu-
tive direction program activities; inter-
national affairs and economic policy activi-
ties; domestic finance and tax policy activi-
ties, including technical assistance to State, 
local, and territorial entities; and Treasury- 
wide management policies and programs ac-
tivities, $248,109,000, of which not less than 
$9,000,000 shall be available for the adminis-
tration of financial assistance, in addition to 
amounts otherwise available for such pur-
poses: Provided, That none of the funds under 
this heading may be used to support the ac-
tivities of the Federal Insurance Office: Pro-
vided further, That of the amount appro-
priated under this heading— 

(1) not to exceed $350,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses; 

(2) not to exceed $258,000 is for unforeseen 
emergencies of a confidential nature to be 
allocated and expended under the direction 
of the Secretary of the Treasury and to be 
accounted for solely on the Secretary’s cer-
tificate; and 

(3) not to exceed $34,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2025, for— 

(A) the Treasury-wide Financial Statement 
Audit and Internal Control Program; 

(B) information technology modernization 
requirements; 

(C) the audit, oversight, and administra-
tion of the Gulf Coast Restoration Trust 
Fund; 

(D) the development and implementation 
of programs within the Office of Cybersecu-
rity and Critical Infrastructure Protection, 
including entering into cooperative agree-
ments; 

(E) operations and maintenance of facili-
ties; and 

(F) international operations. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN THE 
UNITED STATES FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in the United States, 
$21,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That the chairperson of the 
Committee may transfer such amounts to 
any department or agency represented on 
the Committee (including the Department of 
the Treasury) subject to advance notifica-
tion to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided further, That amounts so trans-
ferred shall remain available until expended 
for expenses of implementing section 721 of 
the Defense Production Act of 1950, as 
amended (50 U.S.C. 4565), and shall be avail-
able in addition to any other funds available 
to any department or agency: Provided fur-
ther, That fees authorized by section 721(p) of 
such Act shall be credited to this appropria-
tion as offsetting collections: Provided fur-
ther, That the total amount appropriated 
under this heading from the general fund 
shall be reduced as such offsetting collec-
tions are received during fiscal year 2024, so 
as to result in a total appropriation from the 
general fund estimated at not more than $0. 

OFFICE OF TERRORISM AND FINANCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the necessary expenses of the Office of 
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to safe-
guard the financial system against illicit use 
and to combat rogue nations, terrorist 
facilitators, weapons of mass destruction 
proliferators, human rights abusers, money 
launderers, drug kingpins, and other na-
tional security threats, $206,842,000, of which 
not less than $3,000,000 shall be available for 
addressing human rights violations and cor-
ruption, including activities authorized by 
the Global Magnitsky Human Rights Ac-
countability Act (22 U.S.C. 2656 note): Pro-
vided, That of the amounts appropriated 
under this heading, up to $16,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025. 

CYBERSECURITY ENHANCEMENT ACCOUNT 

For salaries and expenses for enhanced cy-
bersecurity for systems operated by the De-
partment of the Treasury, $150,000,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2026: Pro-
vided, That such funds shall supplement and 
not supplant any other amounts made avail-
able to the Treasury offices and bureaus for 
cybersecurity: Provided further, That of the 
total amount made available under this 
heading, $7,000,000 shall be available for ad-
ministrative expenses for the Treasury Chief 
Information Officer to provide oversight of 
the investments made under this heading: 
Provided further, That such funds shall sup-
plement and not supplant any other amounts 
made available to the Treasury Chief Infor-
mation Officer. 
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DEPARTMENT-WIDE SYSTEMS AND CAPITAL 

INVESTMENTS PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For development and acquisition of auto-
matic data processing equipment, software, 
and services and for repairs and renovations 
to buildings owned by the Department of the 
Treasury, $14,600,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2026: Provided, That these 
funds shall be transferred to accounts and in 
amounts as necessary to satisfy the require-
ments of the Department’s offices, bureaus, 
and other organizations: Provided further, 
That this transfer authority shall be in addi-
tion to any other transfer authority provided 
in this Act: Provided further, That none of 
the funds appropriated under this heading 
shall be used to support or supplement ‘‘In-
ternal Revenue Service, Operations Support’’ 
or ‘‘Internal Revenue Service, Business Sys-
tems Modernization’’. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of chapter 4 of title 5, United States 
Code, $43,000,000, including hire of passenger 
motor vehicles; of which not to exceed 
$100,000 shall be available for unforeseen 
emergencies of a confidential nature, to be 
allocated and expended under the direction 
of the Inspector General of the Treasury; of 
which up to $2,800,000 to remain available 
until September 30, 2025, shall be for audits 
and investigations conducted pursuant to 
section 1608 of the Resources and Ecosystems 
Sustainability, Tourist Opportunities, and 
Revived Economies of the Gulf Coast States 
Act of 2012 (33 U.S.C. 1321 note); and of which 
not to exceed $1,000 shall be available for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses. 

TREASURY INSPECTOR GENERAL FOR TAX 
ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Treasury In-

spector General for Tax Administration in 
carrying out the Inspector General Act of 
1978, as amended, including purchase and 
hire of passenger motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 
1343(b)); and services authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, at such rates as may be determined by 
the Inspector General for Tax Administra-
tion; $170,250,000, of which $5,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025; of 
which not to exceed $6,000,000 shall be avail-
able for official travel expenses; of which not 
to exceed $500,000 shall be available for un-
foreseen emergencies of a confidential na-
ture, to be allocated and expended under the 
direction of the Inspector General for Tax 
Administration; and of which not to exceed 
$1,500 shall be available for official reception 
and representation expenses. 

FINANCIAL CRIMES ENFORCEMENT NETWORK 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles; travel and 
training expenses of non-Federal and foreign 
government personnel to attend meetings 
and training concerned with domestic and 
foreign financial intelligence activities, law 
enforcement, and financial regulation; serv-
ices authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; not to ex-
ceed $25,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and for assistance to 
Federal law enforcement agencies, with or 
without reimbursement, $166,000,000, of 
which not to exceed $55,000,000 shall remain 
available until September 30, 2026. 

BUREAU OF THE FISCAL SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of operations of the 
Bureau of the Fiscal Service, $368,155,000; of 

which not to exceed $8,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2026, is for in-
formation systems modernization initia-
tives; and of which $5,000 shall be available 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

In addition, $225,000, to be derived from the 
Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund to reimburse 
administrative and personnel expenses for fi-
nancial management of the Fund, as author-
ized by section 1012 of Public Law 101–380. 

ALCOHOL AND TOBACCO TAX AND TRADE 
BUREAU 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of carrying out sec-

tion 1111 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002, including hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles, $135,038,000; of which not to exceed $6,000 
shall be available for official reception and 
representation expenses; and of which not to 
exceed $50,000 shall be available for coopera-
tive research and development programs for 
laboratory services; and provision of labora-
tory assistance to State and local agencies 
with or without reimbursement: Provided, 
That of the amount appropriated under this 
heading, $5,000,000 shall be for the costs of 
accelerating the processing of formula and 
label applications: Provided further, That of 
the amount appropriated under this heading, 
$5,000,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, shall be for the costs associ-
ated with enforcement of and education re-
garding the trade practice provisions of the 
Federal Alcohol Administration Act (27 
U.S.C. 201 et seq.). 

UNITED STATES MINT 
UNITED STATES MINT PUBLIC ENTERPRISE FUND 

Pursuant to section 5136 of title 31, United 
States Code, the United States Mint is pro-
vided funding through the United States 
Mint Public Enterprise Fund for costs asso-
ciated with the production of circulating 
coins, numismatic coins, and protective 
services, including both operating expenses 
and capital investments: Provided, That the 
aggregate amount of new liabilities and obli-
gations incurred during fiscal year 2024 
under such section 5136 for circulating coin-
age and protective service capital invest-
ments of the United States Mint shall not 
exceed $50,000,000. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL 
INSTITUTIONS FUND PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

To carry out the Riegle Community Devel-
opment and Regulatory Improvement Act of 
1994 (subtitle A of title I of Public Law 103– 
325), including services authorized by section 
3109 of title 5, United States Code, but at 
rates for individuals not to exceed the per 
diem rate equivalent to the rate for EX–III, 
$278,617,000. Of the amount appropriated 
under this heading— 

(1) not less than $170,000,000, notwith-
standing section 108(e) of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(e)) with regard to Small and/ 
or Emerging Community Development Fi-
nancial Institutions Assistance awards, is 
available until September 30, 2025, for finan-
cial assistance and technical assistance 
under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 
108(a)(1), respectively, of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(a)(1)(A) and (B)), of which up 
to $1,600,000 may be available for training 
and outreach under section 109 of Public Law 
103–325 (12 U.S.C. 4708), of which up to 
$3,153,750 may be used for the cost of direct 
loans, and of which up to $10,000,000, notwith-
standing subsection (d) of section 108 of Pub-
lic Law 103–325 (12 U.S.C. 4707(d)), may be 
available to provide financial assistance, 
technical assistance, training, and outreach 
to community development financial institu-
tions to expand investments that benefit in-
dividuals with disabilities: Provided, That 
the cost of direct and guaranteed loans, in-

cluding the cost of modifying such loans, 
shall be as defined in section 502 of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974: Provided fur-
ther, That these funds are available to sub-
sidize gross obligations for the principal 
amount of direct loans not to exceed 
$25,000,000: Provided further, That of the funds 
provided under this paragraph, excluding 
those made to community development fi-
nancial institutions to expand investments 
that benefit individuals with disabilities and 
those made to community development fi-
nancial institutions that serve populations 
living in persistent poverty counties, the 
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund shall prioritize Financial Assist-
ance awards to organizations that invest and 
lend in high-poverty areas: Provided further, 
That for purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘high-poverty area’’ means any census tract 
with a poverty rate of at least 20 percent as 
measured by the 2016–2020 5-year data series 
available from the American Community 
Survey of the Bureau of the Census for all 
States and Puerto Rico or with a poverty 
rate of at least 20 percent as measured by the 
2010 Island areas Decennial Census data for 
any territory or possession of the United 
States; 

(2) not less than $30,000,000, notwith-
standing section 108(e) of Public Law 103–325 
(12 U.S.C. 4707(e)), is available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, for financial assistance, 
technical assistance, training, and outreach 
programs designed to benefit Native Amer-
ican, Native Hawaiian, and Alaska Native 
communities and provided primarily through 
qualified community development lender or-
ganizations with experience and expertise in 
community development banking and lend-
ing in Indian country, Native American or-
ganizations, Tribes and Tribal organizations, 
and other suitable providers; 

(3) not less than $35,000,000 is available 
until September 30, 2025, for the Bank Enter-
prise Award program; 

(4) not less than $5,000,000, notwithstanding 
subsections (d) and (e) of section 108 of Pub-
lic Law 103–325 (12 U.S.C. 4707(d) and (e)), is 
available until September 30, 2025, for a 
Healthy Food Financing Initiative to provide 
financial assistance, technical assistance, 
training, and outreach to community devel-
opment financial institutions for the purpose 
of offering affordable financing and technical 
assistance to expand the availability of 
healthy food options in distressed commu-
nities; 

(5) not less than $5,000,000 is available until 
September 30, 2025, to provide grants for loan 
loss reserve funds and to provide technical 
assistance for small dollar loan programs 
under section 122 of Public Law 103–325 (12 
U.S.C. 4719): Provided, That sections 108(d) 
and 122(b)(2) of such Public Law shall not 
apply to the provision of such grants and 
technical assistance; 

(6) up to $33,617,000 is available for adminis-
trative expenses, including administration of 
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund programs and the New Markets 
Tax Credit Program, of which not less than 
$1,000,000 is for the development of tools to 
better assess and inform Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions investment 
performance and Community Development 
Financial Institutions program impacts, and 
up to $300,000 is for administrative expenses 
to carry out the direct loan program; and 

(7) during fiscal year 2024, none of the 
funds available under this heading are avail-
able for the cost, as defined in section 502 of 
the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, of com-
mitments to guarantee bonds and notes 
under section 114A of the Riegle Community 
Development and Regulatory Improvement 
Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4713a): Provided, That 
commitments to guarantee bonds and notes 
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under such section 114A shall not exceed 
$500,000,000: Provided further, That such sec-
tion 114A shall remain in effect until Decem-
ber 31, 2024: Provided further, That of the 
funds awarded under this heading, not less 
than 10 percent shall be used for awards that 
support investments that serve populations 
living in persistent poverty counties: Pro-
vided further, That for the purposes of this 
paragraph and paragraph (1), the term ‘‘per-
sistent poverty counties’’ means any county, 
including county equivalent areas in Puerto 
Rico, that has had 20 percent or more of its 
population living in poverty over the past 30 
years, as measured by the 1990 and 2000 de-
cennial censuses and the 2016–2020 five-year 
data series available from the American 
Community Survey of the Bureau of the Cen-
sus or any other territory or possession of 
the United States that has had 20 percent or 
more of its population living in poverty over 
the past 30 years, as measured by the 1990, 
2000 and 2010 Island Areas Decennial Cen-
suses, or equivalent data, of the Bureau of 
the Census. 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
TAXPAYER SERVICES 

For necessary expenses of the Internal 
Revenue Service to provide taxpayer serv-
ices, including pre-filing assistance and edu-
cation, filing and account services, taxpayer 
advocacy services, and other services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, at such rates as 
may be determined by the Commissioner, 
$2,780,606,000, of which not to exceed 
$100,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2025, of which not less than 
$12,000,000 shall be for the Tax Counseling for 
the Elderly Program, of which not less than 
$28,000,000 shall be available for low-income 
taxpayer clinic grants, including grants to 
individual clinics of up to $200,000, of which 
not less than $40,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025, shall be available 
for the Community Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance Matching Grants Program for tax 
return preparation assistance, and of which 
not less than $271,200,000 shall be available 
for operating expenses of the Taxpayer Advo-
cate Service: Provided, That of the amounts 
made available for the Taxpayer Advocate 
Service, not less than $7,000,000 shall be for 
identity theft and refund fraud casework. 

ENFORCEMENT 
For necessary expenses for tax enforce-

ment activities of the Internal Revenue 
Service to determine and collect owed taxes, 
to provide legal and litigation support, to 
conduct criminal investigations, to enforce 
criminal statutes related to violations of in-
ternal revenue laws and other financial 
crimes, to purchase and hire passenger 
motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 1343(b)), and to pro-
vide other services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, at such rates as may be determined by 
the Commissioner, $4,206,180,000; of which not 
to exceed $250,000,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2025; of which not less 
than $60,257,000 shall be for the Interagency 
Crime and Drug Enforcement program; and 
of which not to exceed $25,000,000 shall be for 
investigative technology for the Criminal In-
vestigation Division: Provided, That the 
amount made available for investigative 
technology for the Criminal Investigation 
Division shall be in addition to amounts 
made available for the Criminal Investiga-
tion Division under the ‘‘Operations Sup-
port’’ heading. 

OPERATIONS SUPPORT 
For necessary expenses to operate the In-

ternal Revenue Service to support taxpayer 
services and enforcement programs, includ-
ing rent payments; facilities services; print-
ing; postage; physical security; headquarters 
and other IRS-wide administration activi-

ties; research and statistics of income; tele-
communications; information technology de-
velopment, enhancement, operations, main-
tenance and security; the hire of passenger 
motor vehicles (31 U.S.C. 1343(b)); the oper-
ations of the Internal Revenue Service Over-
sight Board; and other services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, at such rates as may be de-
termined by the Commissioner; $4,100,826,000, 
of which not to exceed $275,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2025; of 
which not to exceed $10,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for acquisition of 
equipment and construction, repair and ren-
ovation of facilities; of which not to exceed 
$1,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, for research; and of which 
not to exceed $20,000 shall be for official re-
ception and representation expenses: Pro-
vided, That not later than 30 days after the 
end of each quarter, the Internal Revenue 
Service shall submit a report to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate and the Comp-
troller General of the United States detail-
ing major information technology invest-
ments in the Internal Revenue Service Inte-
grated Modernization Business Plan port-
folio, including detailed, plain language sum-
maries on the status of plans, costs, and re-
sults; prior results and actual expenditures 
of the prior quarter; upcoming deliverables 
and costs for the fiscal year; risks and miti-
gation strategies associated with ongoing 
work; reasons for any cost or schedule 
variances; and total expenditures by fiscal 
year: Provided further, That the Internal Rev-
enue Service shall include, in its budget jus-
tification for fiscal year 2025, a summary of 
cost and schedule performance information 
for its major information technology sys-
tems. 

BUSINESS SYSTEMS MODERNIZATION 
For necessary expenses of the Internal 

Revenue Service’s business systems mod-
ernization program, $150,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2026, and shall 
be for the capital asset acquisition of infor-
mation technology systems, including man-
agement and related contractual costs of 
said acquisitions, including related Internal 
Revenue Service labor costs, and contractual 
costs associated with operations authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109: Provided, That not later 
than 30 days after the end of each quarter, 
the Internal Revenue Service shall submit a 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate and the Comptroller General of the 
United States detailing major information 
technology investments in the Internal Rev-
enue Service Integrated Modernization Busi-
ness Plan portfolio, including detailed, plain 
language summaries on the status of plans, 
costs, and results; prior results and actual 
expenditures of the prior quarter; upcoming 
deliverables and costs for the fiscal year; 
risks and mitigation strategies associated 
with ongoing work; reasons for any cost or 
schedule variances; and total expenditures 
by fiscal year. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—INTERNAL 
REVENUE SERVICE 

SEC. 101. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall maintain an employee training pro-
gram, which shall include the following top-
ics: taxpayers’ rights, dealing courteously 
with taxpayers, cross-cultural relations, eth-
ics, and the impartial application of tax law. 

SEC. 102. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall institute and enforce policies and pro-
cedures that will safeguard the confiden-
tiality of taxpayer information and protect 
taxpayers against identity theft. 

SEC. 103. Funds made available by this or 
any other Act to the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice shall be available for improved facilities 

and increased staffing to provide sufficient 
and effective 1–800 help line service for tax-
payers. The Commissioner shall continue to 
make improvements to the Internal Revenue 
Service 1–800 help line service a priority and 
allocate resources necessary to enhance the 
response time to taxpayer communications, 
particularly with regard to victims of tax-re-
lated crimes. 

SEC. 104. The Internal Revenue Service 
shall issue a notice of confirmation of any 
address change relating to an employer mak-
ing employment tax payments, and such no-
tice shall be sent to both the employer’s 
former and new address and an officer or em-
ployee of the Internal Revenue Service shall 
give special consideration to an offer-in-com-
promise from a taxpayer who has been the 
victim of fraud by a third party payroll tax 
preparer. 

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available 
under this Act may be used by the Internal 
Revenue Service to target citizens of the 
United States for exercising any right guar-
anteed under the First Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Internal Rev-
enue Service to target groups for regulatory 
scrutiny based on their ideological beliefs. 

SEC. 107. None of funds made available by 
this Act to the Internal Revenue Service 
shall be obligated or expended on con-
ferences that do not adhere to the proce-
dures, verification processes, documentation 
requirements, and policies issued by the 
Chief Financial Officer, Human Capital Of-
fice, and Agency-Wide Shared Services as a 
result of the recommendations in the report 
published on May 31, 2013, by the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration 
entitled ‘‘Review of the August 2010 Small 
Business/Self-Employed Division’s Con-
ference in Anaheim, California’’ (Reference 
Number 2013–10–037). 

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available 
in this Act to the Internal Revenue Service 
may be obligated or expended— 

(1) to make a payment to any employee 
under a bonus, award, or recognition pro-
gram; or 

(2) under any hiring or personnel selection 
process with respect to re-hiring a former 
employee; 
unless such program or process takes into 
account the conduct and Federal tax compli-
ance of such employee or former employee. 

SEC. 109. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 6103 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 (relating to confidentiality and disclo-
sure of returns and return information). 

SEC. 110. The Secretary of the Treasury (or 
the Secretary’s delegate) may use the funds 
made available in this Act, subject to such 
policies as the Secretary (or the Secretary’s 
delegate) may establish, to utilize direct hire 
authority to recruit and appoint qualified 
applicants, without regard to any notice or 
preference requirements, directly to posi-
tions in the competitive service to process 
backlogged tax returns and return informa-
tion. 

SEC. 111. Notwithstanding section 1344 of 
title 31, United States Code, funds appro-
priated to the Internal Revenue Service in 
this Act may be used to provide passenger 
carrier transportation and protection be-
tween the Commissioner of Internal Reve-
nue’s residence and place of employment. 

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to de-
velop or provide taxpayers a free, public 
electronic return-filing service option, with-
out the prior approval of the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House and the Senate, 
House Ways and Means Committee, and Sen-
ate Finance Committee. 
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SEC. 113. None of the funds in this Act may 

be used to purchase firearms or ammunition 
for the Internal Revenue Service above the 
levels in the possession of the Internal Rev-
enue Service on July 13, 2023. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—DEPARTMENT 
OF THE TREASURY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 114. Appropriations to the Department 

of the Treasury in this Act shall be available 
for uniforms or allowances therefor, as au-
thorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901), including 
maintenance, repairs, and cleaning; purchase 
of insurance for official motor vehicles oper-
ated in foreign countries; purchase of motor 
vehicles without regard to the general pur-
chase price limitations for vehicles pur-
chased and used overseas for the current fis-
cal year; entering into contracts with the 
Department of State for the furnishing of 
health and medical services to employees 
and their dependents serving in foreign coun-
tries; and services authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109. 

SEC. 115. Not to exceed 2 percent of any ap-
propriations in this title made available 
under the headings ‘‘Departmental Offices— 
Salaries and Expenses’’, ‘‘Office of Inspector 
General’’, ‘‘Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network’’, ‘‘Bureau of the Fiscal Service’’, 
and ‘‘Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade 
Bureau’’ may be transferred between such 
appropriations upon the advance approval of 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate: 
Provided, That no transfer under this section 
may increase or decrease any such appro-
priation by more than 2 percent. 

SEC. 116. Not to exceed 2 percent of any ap-
propriation made available in this Act to the 
Internal Revenue Service may be transferred 
to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration’s appropriation upon the ad-
vance approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That no transfer 
may increase or decrease any such appro-
priation by more than 2 percent. 

SEC. 117. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act or otherwise available to the De-
partment of the Treasury or the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing may be used to rede-
sign the $1 Federal Reserve note. 

SEC. 118. The Secretary of the Treasury 
may transfer funds from the ‘‘Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service—Salaries and Expenses’’ to 
the Debt Collection Fund as necessary to 
cover the costs of debt collection: Provided, 
That such amounts shall be reimbursed to 
such salaries and expenses account from debt 
collections received in the Debt Collection 
Fund. 

SEC. 119. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used by the United States 
Mint to construct or operate any museum 
without the explicit approval of the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, the House Com-
mittee on Financial Services, and the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

SEC. 120. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act or source to the Department of the 
Treasury, the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, and the United States Mint, indi-
vidually or collectively, may be used to con-
solidate any or all functions of the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing and the United 
States Mint without the explicit approval of 
the House Committee on Financial Services; 
the Senate Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs; and the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

SEC. 121. Funds appropriated by this Act, 
or made available by the transfer of funds in 

this Act, for the Department of the Treas-
ury’s intelligence or intelligence related ac-
tivities are deemed to be specifically author-
ized by the Congress for purposes of section 
504 of the National Security Act of 1947 (50 
U.S.C. 414) during fiscal year 2024 until the 
enactment of the Intelligence Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2024. 

SEC. 122. Not to exceed $5,000 shall be made 
available from the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing’s Industrial Revolving Fund for 
necessary official reception and representa-
tion expenses. 

SEC. 123. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall submit a Capital Investment Plan to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate not 
later than 30 days following the submission 
of the annual budget submitted by the Presi-
dent: Provided, That such Capital Investment 
Plan shall include capital investment spend-
ing from all accounts within the Department 
of the Treasury, including but not limited to 
the Department-wide Systems and Capital 
Investment Programs account, Treasury 
Franchise Fund account, and the Treasury 
Forfeiture Fund account: Provided further, 
That such Capital Investment Plan shall in-
clude expenditures occurring in previous fis-
cal years for each capital investment project 
that has not been fully completed. 

SEC. 124. During fiscal year 2024— 
(1) none of the funds made available in this 

or any other Act may be used by the Depart-
ment of the Treasury, including the Internal 
Revenue Service, to issue, revise, or finalize 
any regulation, revenue ruling, or other 
guidance not limited to a particular tax-
payer relating to the standard which is used 
to determine whether an organization is op-
erated exclusively for the promotion of so-
cial welfare for purposes of section 501(c)(4) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (includ-
ing the proposed regulations published at 78 
Fed. Reg. 71535 (November 29, 2013)); and 

(2) the standard and definitions as in effect 
on January 1, 2010, which are used to make 
such determinations shall apply after the 
date of the enactment of this Act for pur-
poses of determining status under section 
501(c)(4) of such Code of organizations cre-
ated on, before, or after such date. 

SEC. 125. Within 45 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit an itemized report to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate on 
the amount of total funds charged to each of-
fice by the Franchise Fund including the 
amount charged for each service provided by 
the Franchise Fund to each office, a detailed 
description of the services, a detailed expla-
nation of how each charge for each service is 
calculated, and a description of the role cus-
tomers have in governing in the Franchise 
Fund. 

SEC. 126. (a) Not later than 60 days after 
the end of each quarter, the Office of Finan-
cial Stability and the Office of Financial Re-
search shall submit reports on their activi-
ties to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives, and the Senate 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

(b) The reports required under subsection 
(a) shall include— 

(1) the obligations made during the pre-
vious quarter by object class, office, and ac-
tivity; 

(2) the estimated obligations for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year by object class, of-
fice, and activity; 

(3) the number of full-time equivalents 
within each office during the previous quar-
ter; 

(4) the estimated number of full-time 
equivalents within each office for the re-
mainder of the fiscal year; and 

(5) actions taken to achieve the goals, ob-
jectives, and performance measures of each 
office. 

(c) At the request of any such Committees 
specified in subsection (a), the Office of Fi-
nancial Stability and the Office of Financial 
Research shall make officials available to 
testify on the contents of the reports re-
quired under subsection (a). 

SEC. 127. In addition to amounts otherwise 
available, there is appropriated to the Spe-
cial Inspector General for Pandemic Recov-
ery, $12,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for necessary expenses in carrying 
out section 4018 of the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security Act (Public Law 
116–136). 

SEC. 128. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to pro-
vide bonuses, raises, or promotions to any 
employee of the Department of Treasury 
until the Secretary produces a COVID-19 Na-
tional Emergency expenditure report as re-
quired by section 401(c) of Public Law 94-412 
. 

SEC. 129. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to approve, license, 
facilitate, authorize, or otherwise allow, 
whether by general or specific license, trav-
el-related or other transactions incident to 
non-educational exchanges described in sec-
tion 515.565(b) of title 31, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

SEC. 130. (a) The Secretary of the Treasury 
and the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall provide a joint report not later than 90 
days after the enactment of this Act regard-
ing travel pursuant to sections 515.565(b), 
515.560(a)(1), 515.560(c)(4)(i), and 515.561 of 
title 31, Code of Federal Regulations. 

SEC. 131. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of the Treasury to establish a United States 
Central Bank Digital Currency or dis-
continue circulation or use of paper currency 
as legal tender in the United States. 

SEC. 132. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network to implement 
or promulgate beneficial ownership report-
ing rules pursuant to Division F of the Wil-
liam M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, Pub-
lic Law 116-283, January 1, 2021, that do not 
reflect Congressional intent. 

SEC. 133. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement the 
single-family mortgage credit fee pricing 
framework of the enterprises announced by 
the Federal Housing Finance Agency on Jan-
uary 19, 2023. 

SEC. 134. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement an 
outbound investment review, prohibition, or 
notification program until the Assistant 
Secretary of Treasury for Investment Secu-
rity and equivalents from CFIUS member 
agencies provide a report to the Committees 
on Appropriations and Financial Services of 
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittees on Appropriations and Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Senate 
that contains the following— 

(1) A comprehensive list of Chinese tech-
nologies covered by the program that have 
been developed as a result of United States 
investments, including a description of the 
technologies’ specifications. 

(2) The value of United States private eq-
uity and venture capital investments in any 
specific Chinese technologies that would be 
subject to prohibitions under the program, in 
absolute and relative terms with respect to 
non-United States investment. 

(3) A detailed description of know-how or 
other essential information that has been 
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transferred by United States investors in 
support of Chinese technologies covered by 
the program, including an assessment of 
whether the information was available to 
non-United States persons or eligible for po-
tential control under the Export Control Re-
form Act. 

(4) An analysis of any estimated delay to 
China’s development of program-related 
technologies as a direct result of the pro-
gram’s implementation. 

(5) Any legislative or regulatory proposals 
to impose secondary sanctions involving in-
vestments by foreign persons in Chinese 
technologies covered by the program. 

(6) A detailed evaluation of the effective-
ness of investment restrictions administered 
by the Department of the Treasury with re-
spect to Chinese Military Industrial-Complex 
Companies. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Department 
of the Treasury Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE II 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

AND FUNDS APPROPRIATED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the White 
House as authorized by law, including not to 
exceed $3,850,000 for services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 105; subsistence ex-
penses as authorized by 3 U.S.C. 105, which 
shall be expended and accounted for as pro-
vided in that section; hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, and travel (not to exceed 
$100,000 to be expended and accounted for as 
provided by 3 U.S.C. 103); and not to exceed 
$19,000 for official reception and representa-
tion expenses, to be available for allocation 
within the Executive Office of the President; 
and for necessary expenses of the Office of 
Policy Development, including services as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 107, 
$55,000,000. 

EXECUTIVE RESIDENCE AT THE WHITE HOUSE 
OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Executive 
Residence at the White House, $14,050,000, to 
be expended and accounted for as provided by 
3 U.S.C. 105, 109, 110, and 112–114. 

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
For the reimbursable expenses of the Exec-

utive Residence at the White House, such 
sums as may be necessary: Provided, That all 
reimbursable operating expenses of the Exec-
utive Residence shall be made in accordance 
with the provisions of this paragraph: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, such amount for re-
imbursable operating expenses shall be the 
exclusive authority of the Executive Resi-
dence to incur obligations and to receive off-
setting collections, for such expenses: Pro-
vided further, That the Executive Residence 
shall require each person sponsoring a reim-
bursable political event to pay in advance an 
amount equal to the estimated cost of the 
event, and all such advance payments shall 
be credited to this account and remain avail-
able until expended: Provided further, That 
the Executive Residence shall require the na-
tional committee of the political party of 
the President to maintain on deposit $25,000, 
to be separately accounted for and available 
for expenses relating to reimbursable polit-
ical events sponsored by such committee 
during such fiscal year: Provided further, 
That the Executive Residence shall ensure 
that a written notice of any amount owed for 
a reimbursable operating expense under this 
paragraph is submitted to the person owing 
such amount within 60 days after such ex-
pense is incurred, and that such amount is 
collected within 30 days after the submission 

of such notice: Provided further, That the Ex-
ecutive Residence shall charge interest and 
assess penalties and other charges on any 
such amount that is not reimbursed within 
such 30 days, in accordance with the interest 
and penalty provisions applicable to an out-
standing debt on a United States Govern-
ment claim under 31 U.S.C. 3717: Provided fur-
ther, That each such amount that is reim-
bursed, and any accompanying interest and 
charges, shall be deposited in the Treasury 
as miscellaneous receipts: Provided further, 
That the Executive Residence shall prepare 
and submit to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate, by not later than 90 days after 
the end of the fiscal year covered by this 
Act, a report setting forth the reimbursable 
operating expenses of the Executive Resi-
dence during the preceding fiscal year, in-
cluding the total amount of such expenses, 
the amount of such total that consists of re-
imbursable official and ceremonial events, 
the amount of such total that consists of re-
imbursable political events, and the portion 
of each such amount that has been reim-
bursed as of the date of the report: Provided 
further, That the Executive Residence shall 
maintain a system for the tracking of ex-
penses related to reimbursable events within 
the Executive Residence that includes a 
standard for the classification of any such 
expense as political or nonpolitical: Provided 
further, That no provision of this paragraph 
may be construed to exempt the Executive 
Residence from any other applicable require-
ment of subchapter I or II of chapter 37 of 
title 31, United States Code. 

WHITE HOUSE REPAIR AND RESTORATION 
For the repair, alteration, and improve-

ment of the Executive Residence at the 
White House pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 105(d), 
$2,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for required maintenance, resolution 
of safety and health issues, and continued 
preventative maintenance. 

COUNCIL OF ECONOMIC ADVISERS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Council of 
Economic Advisers in carrying out its func-
tions under the Employment Act of 1946 (15 
U.S.C. 1021 et seq.), $4,120,000. 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL AND HOMELAND 

SECURITY COUNCIL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the National Se-
curity Council and the Homeland Security 
Council, including services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, $12,500,000, of which not to ex-
ceed $10,000 shall be available for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Ad-
ministration, including services as author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 3109 and 3 U.S.C. 107, and hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, $106,500,000, of 
which not to exceed $12,800,000 shall remain 
available until expended for continued mod-
ernization of information resources within 
the Executive Office of the President: Pro-
vided, That of the amounts provided under 
this heading, up to $7,000,000 shall be avail-
able for a program to provide payments 
(such as stipends, subsistence allowances, 
cost reimbursements, or awards) to students, 
recent graduates, and veterans recently dis-
charged from active duty who are performing 
voluntary services in the Executive Office of 
the President under section 3111(b) of title 5, 
United States Code, or comparable authority 
and shall be in addition to amounts other-
wise available to pay or compensate such in-
dividuals: Provided further, That such pay-
ments shall not be considered compensation 

for purposes of such section 3111(b) and may 
be paid in advance. 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of 
Management and Budget, including hire of 
passenger motor vehicles and services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, to carry out the 
provisions of chapter 35 of title 44, United 
States Code, and to prepare and submit the 
budget of the United States Government, in 
accordance with section 1105(a) of title 31, 
United States Code, $116,000,000, of which not 
to exceed $3,000 shall be available for official 
representation expenses: Provided, That none 
of the funds appropriated in this Act for the 
Office of Management and Budget may be 
used for the purpose of reviewing any agri-
cultural marketing orders or any activities 
or regulations under the provisions of the 
Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act of 
1937 (7 U.S.C. 601 et seq.): Provided further, 
That none of the funds made available for 
the Office of Management and Budget by this 
Act may be expended for the altering of the 
transcript of actual testimony of witnesses, 
except for testimony of officials of the Office 
of Management and Budget, before the Com-
mittees of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate on Appropriations or their sub-
committees: Provided further, That none of 
the funds made available for the Office of 
Management and Budget by this Act may be 
expended for the altering of the annual work 
plan developed by the Corps of Engineers for 
submission to the Committees on Appropria-
tions: Provided further, That none of the 
funds provided in this or prior Acts shall be 
used, directly or indirectly, by the Office of 
Management and Budget, for evaluating or 
determining if water resource project or 
study reports submitted by the Chief of En-
gineers acting through the Secretary of the 
Army are in compliance with all applicable 
laws, regulations, and requirements relevant 
to the Civil Works water resource planning 
process: Provided further, That the Office of 
Management and Budget shall have not more 
than 60 days in which to perform budgetary 
policy reviews of water resource matters on 
which the Chief of Engineers has reported: 
Provided further, That the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget shall notify 
the appropriate authorizing and appro-
priating committees when the 60-day review 
is initiated: Provided further, That if water 
resource reports have not been transmitted 
to the appropriate authorizing and appro-
priating committees within 15 days after the 
end of the Office of Management and Budget 
review period based on the notification from 
the Director, Congress shall assume Office of 
Management and Budget concurrence with 
the report and act accordingly: Provided fur-
ther, That no later than 14 days after the 
submission of the budget of the United 
States Government for fiscal year 2025, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget shall make publicly available on a 
website a tabular list for each agency that 
submits budget justification materials (as 
defined in section 3 of the Federal Funding 
Accountability and Transparency Act of 
2006) that shall include, at minimum, the 
name of the agency, the date on which the 
budget justification materials of the agency 
were submitted to Congress, and a uniform 
resource locator where the budget justifica-
tion materials are published on the website 
of the agency: Provided further, That 
amounts appropriated under this heading 
shall be available for the liquidation of valid 
obligations incurred for fiscal year 2017, as 
authorized by law, in excess of amounts that 
were available for obligation during such fis-
cal year. 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ENFORCEMENT 

COORDINATOR 
For necessary expenses of the Office of the 

Intellectual Property Enforcement Coordi-
nator, as authorized by title III of the 
Prioritizing Resources and Organization for 
Intellectual Property Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110–403), including services authorized by 5 
U.S.C. 3109, $1,838,000. 

OFFICE OF THE NATIONAL CYBER DIRECTOR 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
National Cyber Director, as authorized by 
section 1752 of the William M. (Mac) Thorn-
berry National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283), 
$21,000,000, of which not to exceed $5,000 shall 
be available for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG CONTROL POLICY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy; for research ac-
tivities pursuant to the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy Reauthorization Act of 
1998, as amended; not to exceed $10,000 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses; 
and for participation in joint projects or in 
the provision of services on matters of mu-
tual interest with nonprofit, research, or 
public organizations or agencies, with or 
without reimbursement, $18,952,000: Provided, 
That the Office is authorized to accept, hold, 
administer, and utilize gifts, both real and 
personal, public and private, without fiscal 
year limitation, for the purpose of aiding or 
facilitating the work of the Office. 

FEDERAL DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMS 
HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREAS 

PROGRAM 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy’s High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Areas Program, $296,600,000, 
to remain available until September 30, 2025, 
for drug control activities consistent with 
the approved strategy for each of the des-
ignated High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas (‘‘HIDTAs’’), of which not less than 
$280,741,415 shall be provided to the HIDTAs 
designated as of September 30, 2023: Provided, 
That each such designated HIDTAs shall re-
ceive an equal amount of funds from the 
total amount provided for such designated 
HIDTA: Provided further, That no less than 51 
percent shall be transferred to State and 
local entities for drug control activities and 
shall be obligated not later than 120 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act: Pro-
vided further, That up to 49 percent may be 
transferred to Federal agencies and depart-
ments in amounts determined by the Direc-
tor of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, of which up to $4,000,000 may be used 
for auditing services and associated activi-
ties and $1,500,000 shall be for the Grants 
Management System for use by the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy: Provided fur-
ther, That any unexpended funds obligated 
prior to fiscal year 2022 may be used for any 
other approved activities of that HIDTA, 
subject to reprogramming requirements: Pro-
vided further, That each HIDTA designated as 
of September 30, 2023, shall be funded at not 
less than the fiscal year 2023 base level, un-
less the Director submits to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate justification for 
changes to those levels based on clearly ar-
ticulated priorities and published Office of 
National Drug Control Policy performance 
measures of effectiveness: Provided further, 
That the Director shall notify the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the initial alloca-
tion of fiscal year 2024 funding among 

HIDTAs not later than 45 days after enact-
ment of this Act, and shall notify the Com-
mittees of planned uses of discretionary 
HIDTA funding, as determined in consulta-
tion with the HIDTA Directors, not later 
than 90 days after enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That upon a determination 
that all or part of the funds so transferred 
from this appropriation are not necessary for 
the purposes provided herein and upon notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate, such amounts may be transferred back 
to this appropriation. 

OTHER FEDERAL DRUG CONTROL PROGRAMS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For other drug control activities author-
ized by the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 and 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
Reauthorization Act of 1998, as amended, 
$135,450,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, which shall be available as follows: 
$109,000,000 for the Drug-Free Communities 
Program, of which not more than $12,780,000 
is for administrative expenses, and of which 
$2,500,000 shall be made available as directed 
by section 4 of Public Law 107–82, as amended 
by section 8204 of Public Law 115–271; 
$3,000,000 for drug court training and tech-
nical assistance; $14,000,000 for anti-doping 
activities; up to $3,000,000 for the United 
States membership dues to the World Anti- 
Doping Agency; $1,250,000 for the Model Acts 
Program; and $5,200,000 for activities author-
ized by section 103 of Public Law 114–198: Pro-
vided, That amounts made available under 
this heading may be transferred to other 
Federal departments and agencies to carry 
out such activities: Provided further, That 
the Director of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy shall, not fewer than 30 days 
prior to obligating funds under this heading 
for United States membership dues to the 
World Anti-Doping Agency, submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a spending 
plan and explanation of the proposed uses of 
these funds. 

UNANTICIPATED NEEDS 
For expenses necessary to enable the Presi-

dent to meet unanticipated needs, in further-
ance of the national interest, security, or de-
fense which may arise at home or abroad 
during the current fiscal year, as authorized 
by 3 U.S.C. 108, $1,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY OVERSIGHT AND 
REFORM 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses for the furtherance 

of integrated, efficient, secure, and effective 
uses of information technology in the Fed-
eral Government, $8,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended: Provided, That the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget may transfer these funds to one or 
more other agencies to carry out projects to 
meet these purposes. 

SPECIAL ASSISTANCE TO THE PRESIDENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to enable the Vice 
President to provide assistance to the Presi-
dent in connection with specially assigned 
functions; services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109 and 3 U.S.C. 106, including subsistence 
expenses as authorized by 3 U.S.C. 106, which 
shall be expended and accounted for as pro-
vided in that section; and hire of passenger 
motor vehicles, $4,839,000. 
OFFICIAL RESIDENCE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the care, operation, refurnishing, im-
provement, and to the extent not otherwise 

provided for, heating and lighting, including 
electric power and fixtures, of the official 
residence of the Vice President; the hire of 
passenger motor vehicles; and not to exceed 
$90,000 pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 106(b)(2), $311,000: 
Provided, That advances, repayments, or 
transfers from this appropriation may be 
made to any department or agency for ex-
penses of carrying out such activities. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—EXECUTIVE OF-

FICE OF THE PRESIDENT AND FUNDS APPRO-
PRIATED TO THE PRESIDENT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 201. From funds made available in this 

Act under the headings ‘‘The White House’’, 
‘‘Executive Residence at the White House’’, 
‘‘White House Repair and Restoration’’, 
‘‘Council of Economic Advisers’’, ‘‘National 
Security Council and Homeland Security 
Council’’, ‘‘Office of Administration’’, ‘‘Spe-
cial Assistance to the President’’, and ‘‘Offi-
cial Residence of the Vice President’’, the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget (or such other officer as the Presi-
dent may designate in writing), may, with 
advance approval of the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate, transfer not to exceed 10 per-
cent of any such appropriation to any other 
such appropriation, to be merged with and 
available for the same time and for the same 
purposes as the appropriation to which 
transferred: Provided, That the amount of an 
appropriation shall not be increased by more 
than 50 percent by such transfers: Provided 
further, That no amount shall be transferred 
from ‘‘Special Assistance to the President’’ 
or ‘‘Official Residence of the Vice President’’ 
without the approval of the Vice President. 

SEC. 202. (a) During fiscal year 2024, any 
Executive order or Presidential memo-
randum issued or revoked by the President 
shall be accompanied by a written statement 
from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget on the budgetary impact, 
including costs, benefits, and revenues, of 
such order or memorandum. 

(b) Any such statement shall include— 
(1) a narrative summary of the budgetary 

impact of such order or memorandum on the 
Federal Government; 

(2) the impact on mandatory and discre-
tionary obligations and outlays as the result 
of such order or memorandum, listed by Fed-
eral agency, for each year in the 5-fiscal-year 
period beginning in fiscal year 2024; and 

(3) the impact on revenues of the Federal 
Government as the result of such order or 
memorandum over the 5-fiscal-year period 
beginning in fiscal year 2024. 

(c) If an Executive order or Presidential 
memorandum is issued during fiscal year 
2024 due to a national emergency, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget 
may issue the statement required by sub-
section (a) not later than 15 days after the 
date that such order or memorandum is 
issued. 

(d) The requirement for cost estimates for 
Presidential memoranda shall only apply for 
Presidential memoranda estimated to have a 
regulatory cost in excess of $100,000,000. 

SEC. 203. Not later than 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall issue a memorandum to all Federal de-
partments, agencies, and corporations di-
recting compliance with the provisions in 
title VII of this Act. 

SEC. 204. In fiscal year 2024 and each fiscal 
year thereafter— 

(1) the Office of Management and Budget 
shall operate and maintain the automated 
system required to be implemented by sec-
tion 204 of the Financial Services and Gen-
eral Government Appropriations Act, 2022 
(division E of Public Law 117–103) and shall 
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continue to post each document appor-
tioning an appropriation, pursuant to sec-
tion 1513(b) of title 31, United States Code, 
including any associated footnotes, in a for-
mat that qualifies each such document as an 
open Government data asset (as that term is 
defined in section 3502 of title 44, United 
States Code); and 

(2) the requirements specified in subsection 
(c), the first and second provisos of sub-
section (d)(1), and subsection (d)(2) of such 
section 204 shall continue to apply. 

SEC. 205. Not later than 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Director 
of the Office of Management and Budget 
shall conduct an audit of appropriations and 
issue a report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate listing the unobligated 
amounts that remain available under the 
Coronavirus Preparedness and Response Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act, 2020 (Public 
Law 116–123), the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act (Public Law 116–127), the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act (Public Law 116–136), the Paycheck 
Protection Program and Health Care En-
hancement Act (Public Law 116–139), Divi-
sions M and N of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260), and the 
American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (Public 
Law 117–2). 

SEC. 206. If, during fiscal year 2024 and each 
year thereafter, the President fails to submit 
to Congress the annual budget request to 
Congress on or before the first Monday in 
February as required by section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, the total 
amount available for obligation under the 
heading ‘Executive Office of the President 
and Funds Appropriated to the President’ 
during the fiscal year in which the President 
failed to make such submission shall be re-
duced by $52,000,000 until the budget is sub-
mitted. 

SEC. 207. None of the funds made available 
in this Act under the heading ‘‘Office of Man-
agement and Budget’’ may be used to issue 
any waiver or otherwise carry out section 265 
of the Administrative Pay-As-You-Go Act of 
2023 (title III of Public Law 118-5). 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Executive 
Office of the President Appropriations Act, 
2024’’. 

TITLE III 
THE JUDICIARY 

SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For expenses necessary for the operation of 
the Supreme Court, as required by law, ex-
cluding care of the building and grounds, in-
cluding hire of passenger motor vehicles as 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1343 and 1344; not to 
exceed $10,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and for miscellaneous 
expenses, to be expended as the Chief Justice 
may approve, $124,201,000, of which $1,500,000 
shall remain available until expended. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief justice and asso-
ciate justices of the court. 

CARE OF THE BUILDING AND GROUNDS 
For such expenditures as may be necessary 

to enable the Architect of the Capitol to 
carry out the duties imposed upon the Archi-
tect by 40 U.S.C. 6111 and 6112 under the di-
rection of the Chief Justice, $20,420,000, to re-
main available until expended. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE 
FEDERAL CIRCUIT 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries of officers and employees, and 

for necessary expenses of the court, as au-
thorized by law, $38,991,000. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief judge and judges 
of the court. 

UNITED STATES COURT OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For salaries of officers and employees of 

the court, services, and necessary expenses 
of the court, as authorized by law, $22,103,000. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of the chief judge and judges 
of the court. 

COURTS OF APPEALS, DISTRICT COURTS, AND 
OTHER JUDICIAL SERVICES 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the salaries of judges of the United 
States Court of Federal Claims, magistrate 
judges, and all other officers and employees 
of the Federal Judiciary not otherwise spe-
cifically provided for, necessary expenses of 
the courts, and the purchase, rental, repair, 
and cleaning of uniforms for Probation and 
Pretrial Services Office staff, as authorized 
by law, $6,050,974,000 (including the purchase 
of firearms and ammunition); of which not to 
exceed $27,817,000 shall remain available 
until expended for space alteration projects 
and for furniture and furnishings related to 
new space alteration and construction 
projects. 

In addition, there are appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary under current law 
for the salaries of circuit and district judges 
(including judges of the territorial courts of 
the United States), bankruptcy judges, and 
justices and judges retired from office or 
from regular active service. 

In addition, for expenses of the United 
States Court of Federal Claims associated 
with processing cases under the National 
Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986 (Public 
Law 99–660), not to exceed $9,975,000, to be ap-
propriated from the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Trust Fund. 

DEFENDER SERVICES 
For the operation of Federal Defender or-

ganizations; the compensation and reim-
bursement of expenses of attorneys ap-
pointed to represent persons under 18 U.S.C. 
3006A and 3599, and for the compensation and 
reimbursement of expenses of persons fur-
nishing investigative, expert, and other serv-
ices for such representations as authorized 
by law; the compensation (in accordance 
with the maximums under 18 U.S.C. 3006A) 
and reimbursement of expenses of attorneys 
appointed to assist the court in criminal 
cases where the defendant has waived rep-
resentation by counsel; the compensation 
and reimbursement of expenses of attorneys 
appointed to represent jurors in civil actions 
for the protection of their employment, as 
authorized by 28 U.S.C. 1875(d)(1); the com-
pensation and reimbursement of expenses of 
attorneys appointed under 18 U.S.C. 983(b)(1) 
in connection with certain judicial civil for-
feiture proceedings; the compensation and 
reimbursement of travel expenses of guard-
ians ad litem appointed under 18 U.S.C. 
4100(b); and for necessary training and gen-
eral administrative expenses, $1,411,116,000, 
to remain available until expended. 

FEES OF JURORS AND COMMISSIONERS 
For fees and expenses of jurors as author-

ized by 28 U.S.C. 1871 and 1876; compensation 
of jury commissioners as authorized by 28 
U.S.C. 1863; and compensation of commis-
sioners appointed in condemnation cases 
pursuant to rule 71.1(h) of the Federal Rules 
of Civil Procedure (28 U.S.C. Appendix Rule 
71.1(h)), $59,902,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That the compensation 
of land commissioners shall not exceed the 

daily equivalent of the highest rate payable 
under 5 U.S.C. 5332. 

COURT SECURITY 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, incident to the provision of protec-
tive guard services for United States court-
houses and other facilities housing Federal 
court or Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts operations, the procurement, 
installation, and maintenance of security 
systems and equipment for United States 
courthouses and other facilities housing Fed-
eral court or Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts operations, building in-
gress-egress control, inspection of mail and 
packages, directed security patrols, perim-
eter security, basic security services pro-
vided by the Federal Protective Service, and 
other similar activities as authorized by sec-
tion 1010 of the Judicial Improvement and 
Access to Justice Act (Public Law 100–702), 
$782,727,000, of which not to exceed $20,000,000 
shall remain available until expended, to be 
expended directly or transferred to the 
United States Marshals Service, which shall 
be responsible for administering the Judicial 
Facility Security Program consistent with 
standards or guidelines agreed to by the Di-
rector of the Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts and the Attorney Gen-
eral: Provided, That funds made available 
under this heading may be used for man-
aging a Judiciary-wide program to facilitate 
security and emergency management serv-
ices among the Judiciary, United States 
Marshals Service, Federal Protective Serv-
ice, General Services Administration, other 
Federal agencies, state and local govern-
ments and the public; and for purposes au-
thorized by the Daniel Anderl Judicial Secu-
rity and Privacy Act of 2022 (Public Law 117- 
263, Division C, Title LIX, subtitle D) and 28 
U.S.C. 604(a)(24). 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE UNITED 
STATES COURTS 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Administra-

tive Office of the United States Courts as au-
thorized by law, including travel as author-
ized by 31 U.S.C. 1345, hire of a passenger 
motor vehicle as authorized by 31 U.S.C. 
1343(b), advertising and rent in the District 
of Columbia and elsewhere, $107,295,000, of 
which not to exceed $8,500 is authorized for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

FEDERAL JUDICIAL CENTER 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal Ju-
dicial Center, as authorized by Public Law 
90–219, $34,174,000; of which $1,800,000 shall re-
main available through September 30, 2025, 
to provide education and training to Federal 
court personnel; and of which not to exceed 
$1,500 is authorized for official reception and 
representation expenses. 

UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For the salaries and expenses necessary to 
carry out the provisions of chapter 58 of title 
28, United States Code, $22,503,000, of which 
not to exceed $1,000 is authorized for official 
reception and representation expenses. 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—THE JUDICIARY 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 301. Appropriations and authoriza-

tions made in this title which are available 
for salaries and expenses shall be available 
for services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109. 

SEC. 302. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Judiciary in this Act may 
be transferred between such appropriations, 
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but no such appropriation, except ‘‘Courts of 
Appeals, District Courts, and Other Judicial 
Services, Defender Services’’ and ‘‘Courts of 
Appeals, District Courts, and Other Judicial 
Services, Fees of Jurors and Commis-
sioners’’, shall be increased by more than 10 
percent by any such transfers: Provided, That 
any transfer pursuant to this section shall be 
treated as a reprogramming of funds under 
sections 604 and 608 of this Act and shall not 
be available for obligation or expenditure ex-
cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in section 608. 

SEC. 303. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the salaries and expenses appro-
priation for ‘‘Courts of Appeals, District 
Courts, and Other Judicial Services’’ shall be 
available for official reception and represen-
tation expenses of the Judicial Conference of 
the United States: Provided, That such avail-
able funds shall not exceed $11,000 and shall 
be administered by the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts in the capacity as Secretary of the 
Judicial Conference. 

SEC. 304. Section 3315(a) of title 40, United 
States Code, shall be applied by substituting 
‘‘Federal’’ for ‘‘executive’’ each place it ap-
pears. 

SEC. 305. In accordance with 28 U.S.C. 561– 
569, and notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, the United States Marshals Service 
shall provide, for such courthouses as its Di-
rector may designate in consultation with 
the Director of the Administrative Office of 
the United States Courts, for purposes of a 
pilot program, the security services that 40 
U.S.C. 1315 authorizes the Department of 
Homeland Security to provide, except for the 
services specified in 40 U.S.C. 1315(b)(2)(E). 
For building-specific security services at 
these courthouses, the Director of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the United States 
Courts shall reimburse the United States 
Marshals Service rather than the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

SEC. 306. Section 3006A(d)(1) of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘, or the 

attorney’s law firm,’’ after ‘‘appointed pur-
suant to this section’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting ‘‘, or the 
attorney’s law firm,’’ after ‘‘paid to an attor-
ney’’ each place it appears; 

(C) in paragraph (5), by inserting ‘‘, or the 
attorney’s law firm’’ after ‘‘paid to the at-
torney’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f), by inserting ‘‘, or the 
attorney’s law firm’’ after ‘‘paid to the ap-
pointed attorney’’. 

SEC. 307. (a) Section 203(c) of the Judicial 
Improvements Act of 1990 (Public Law 101– 
650; 28 U.S.C. 133 note), is amended in the 
matter following paragraph 12– 

(1) in the second sentence (relating to the 
District of Kansas), by striking ‘‘32 years and 
6 months’’ and inserting ‘‘33 years and 6 
months’’; and 

(2) in the sixth sentence (relating to the 
District of Hawaii), by striking ‘‘29 years and 
6 months’’ and inserting ‘‘30 years and 6 
months’’. 

(b) Section 406 of the Transportation, 
Treasury, Housing and Urban Development, 
the Judiciary, the District of Columbia, and 
Independent Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2006 (Public Law 109– 115; 119 Stat. 2470; 28 
U.S.C. 133 note) is amended in the second 
sentence (relating to the eastern District of 
Missouri) by striking ‘‘30 years and 6 
months’’ and inserting ‘‘31 years and 6 
months’’. 

(c) Section 312(c)(2) of the 21st Century De-
partment of Justice Appropriations Author-
ization Act (Public Law 107–273; 28 U.S.C. 133 
note), is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence by striking ‘‘21 
years’’ and inserting ‘‘22 years’’; 

(2) in the second sentence (relating to the 
central District of California), by striking 
‘‘20 years and 6 months’’ and inserting ‘‘21 
years and 6 months’’; and 

(3) in the third sentence (relating to the 
western district of North Carolina), by strik-
ing ‘‘19 years’’ and inserting ‘‘20 years’’. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Judiciary 
Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE IV 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

FEDERAL FUNDS 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR RESIDENT TUITION 
SUPPORT 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia, to be deposited into a dedicated 
account, for a nationwide program to be ad-
ministered by the Mayor, for District of Co-
lumbia resident tuition support, $40,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such funds, including any interest ac-
crued thereon, may be used on behalf of eli-
gible District of Columbia residents to pay 
an amount based upon the difference be-
tween in-State and out-of-State tuition at 
public institutions of higher education, or to 
pay up to $2,500 each year at eligible private 
institutions of higher education: Provided 
further, That the awarding of such funds may 
be prioritized on the basis of a resident’s aca-
demic merit, the income and need of eligible 
students and such other factors as may be 
authorized: Provided further, That the Dis-
trict of Columbia government shall maintain 
a dedicated account for the Resident Tuition 
Support Program that shall consist of the 
Federal funds appropriated to the Program 
in this Act and any subsequent appropria-
tions, any unobligated balances from prior 
fiscal years, and any interest earned in this 
or any fiscal year: Provided further, That the 
account shall be under the control of the 
District of Columbia Chief Financial Officer, 
who shall use those funds solely for the pur-
poses of carrying out the Resident Tuition 
Support Program: Provided further, That the 
Office of the Chief Financial Officer shall 
provide a quarterly financial report to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate for these 
funds showing, by object class, the expendi-
tures made and the purpose therefor. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR EMERGENCY PLANNING 
AND SECURITY COSTS IN THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA 

For a Federal payment of necessary ex-
penses, as determined by the Mayor of the 
District of Columbia in written consultation 
with the elected county or city officials of 
surrounding jurisdictions, $28,000,000, to re-
main available until expended, for the costs 
of providing public safety at events related 
to the presence of the National Capital in 
the District of Columbia, including support 
requested by the Director of the United 
States Secret Service in carrying out protec-
tive duties under the direction of the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, and for the 
costs of providing support to respond to im-
mediate and specific terrorist threats or at-
tacks in the District of Columbia or sur-
rounding jurisdictions. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA COURTS 

For salaries and expenses for the District 
of Columbia Courts, including the transfer 
and hire of motor vehicles, $301,210,000 to be 
allocated as follows: for the District of Co-
lumbia Court of Appeals, $15,655,000, of which 
not to exceed $2,500 is for official reception 
and representation expenses; for the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia, 
$144,035,000, of which not to exceed $2,500 is 
for official reception and representation ex-
penses; for the District of Columbia Court 

System, $90,210,000, of which not to exceed 
$2,500 is for official reception and representa-
tion expenses; and $51,310,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, for capital 
improvements for District of Columbia 
courthouse facilities: Provided, That funds 
made available for capital improvements 
shall be expended consistent with the Dis-
trict of Columbia Courts master plan study 
and facilities condition assessment: Provided 
further, That, in addition to the amounts ap-
propriated herein, fees received by the Dis-
trict of Columbia Courts for administering 
bar examinations and processing District of 
Columbia bar admissions may be retained 
and credited to this appropriation, to remain 
available until expended, for salaries and ex-
penses associated with such activities, not-
withstanding section 450 of the District of 
Columbia Home Rule Act (D.C. Official Code, 
sec. 1–204.50): Provided further, That notwith-
standing any other provision of law, all 
amounts under this heading shall be appor-
tioned quarterly by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and obligated and expended 
in the same manner as funds appropriated 
for salaries and expenses of other Federal 
agencies: Provided further, That 30 days after 
providing written notice to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate, the District of Colum-
bia Courts may reallocate not more than 
$9,000,000 of the funds provided under this 
heading among the items and entities funded 
under this heading: Provided further, That 
the Joint Committee on Judicial Adminis-
tration in the District of Columbia may, by 
regulation, establish a program substan-
tially similar to the program set forth in 
subchapter II of chapter 35 of title 5, United 
States Code, for employees of the District of 
Columbia Courts. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR DEFENDER SERVICES IN 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 

For payments authorized under section 11– 
2604 and section 11–2605, D.C. Official Code 
(relating to representation provided under 
the District of Columbia Criminal Justice 
Act), payments for counsel appointed in pro-
ceedings in the Family Court of the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia under 
chapter 23 of title 16, D.C. Official Code, or 
pursuant to contractual agreements to pro-
vide guardian ad litem representation, train-
ing, technical assistance, and such other 
services as are necessary to improve the 
quality of guardian ad litem representation, 
payments for counsel appointed in adoption 
proceedings under chapter 3 of title 16, D.C. 
Official Code, and payments authorized 
under section 21–2060, D.C. Official Code (re-
lating to services provided under the District 
of Columbia Guardianship, Protective Pro-
ceedings, and Durable Power of Attorney Act 
of 1986), $46,005,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That funds provided 
under this heading shall be administered by 
the Joint Committee on Judicial Adminis-
tration in the District of Columbia: Provided 
further, That, notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, this appropriation shall be 
apportioned quarterly by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget and obligated and ex-
pended in the same manner as funds appro-
priated for expenses of other Federal agen-
cies: Provided further, That of the unobli-
gated balances from prior year appropria-
tions made available under this heading, 
$25,000,000, are hereby rescinded not later 
than September 30, 2024. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE COURT SERVICES 
AND OFFENDER SUPERVISION AGENCY FOR THE 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

For salaries and expenses, including the 
transfer and hire of motor vehicles, of the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:45 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A08NO7.002 H08NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5565 November 8, 2023 
Court Services and Offender Supervision 
Agency for the District of Columbia, as au-
thorized by the National Capital Revitaliza-
tion and Self-Government Improvement Act 
of 1997, $287,271,000, of which not to exceed 
$2,000 is for official reception and representa-
tion expenses related to Community Super-
vision and Pretrial Services Agency pro-
grams, and of which not to exceed $25,000 is 
for dues and assessments relating to the im-
plementation of the Court Services and Of-
fender Supervision Agency Interstate Super-
vision Act of 2002: Provided, That, of the 
funds appropriated under this heading, 
$202,289,000 shall be for necessary expenses of 
Community Supervision and Sex Offender 
Registration, to include expenses relating to 
the supervision of adults subject to protec-
tion orders or the provision of services for or 
related to such persons, of which $4,253,000 
shall remain available until September 30, 
2026, for costs associated with the relocation 
under replacement leases for headquarters 
offices, field offices, and related facilities: 
Provided further, That, of the funds appro-
priated under this heading, $84,982,000 shall 
be available to the Pretrial Services Agency, 
of which $2,503,000 shall remain available 
until September 30, 2026, for costs associated 
with relocation under a replacement lease 
for headquarters offices, field offices, and re-
lated facilities: Provided further, That not-
withstanding any other provision of law, all 
amounts under this heading shall be appor-
tioned quarterly by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget and obligated and expended 
in the same manner as funds appropriated 
for salaries and expenses of other Federal 
agencies: Provided further, That amounts 
under this heading may be used for pro-
grammatic incentives for defendants to suc-
cessfully complete their terms of super-
vision. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE 

For salaries and expenses, including the 
transfer and hire of motor vehicles, of the 
District of Columbia Public Defender Serv-
ice, as authorized by the National Capital 
Revitalization and Self-Government Im-
provement Act of 1997, $57,329,000, of which 
$3,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2026, for costs associated with re-
location under a replacement lease for head-
quarters offices, field offices, and related fa-
cilities: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, all amounts under 
this heading shall be apportioned quarterly 
by the Office of Management and Budget and 
obligated and expended in the same manner 
as funds appropriated for salaries and ex-
penses of Federal agencies: Provided further, 
That the District of Columbia Public De-
fender Service may establish for employees 
of the District of Columbia Public Defender 
Service a program substantially similar to 
the program set forth in subchapter II of 
chapter 35 of title 5, United States Code, ex-
cept that the maximum amount of the pay-
ment made under the program to any indi-
vidual may not exceed the amount referred 
to in section 3523(b)(3)(B) of title 5, United 
States Code: Provided further, That for the 
purposes of engaging with, and receiving 
services from, Federal Franchise Fund Pro-
grams established in accordance with section 
403 of the Government Management Reform 
Act of 1994, as amended, the District of Co-
lumbia Public Defender Service shall be con-
sidered an agency of the United States Gov-
ernment: Provided further, That the District 
of Columbia Public Defender Service may 
enter into contracts for the procurement of 
severable services and multiyear contracts 
for the acquisition of property and services 
to the same extent and under the same con-
ditions as an executive agency under sec-

tions 3902 and 3903 of title 41, United States 
Code. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
COORDINATING COUNCIL 

For a Federal payment to the Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council, $2,150,000, to 
remain available until expended, to support 
initiatives related to the coordination of 
Federal and local criminal justice resources 
in the District of Columbia. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR JUDICIAL COMMISSIONS 

For a Federal payment, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025, to the Commis-
sion on Judicial Disabilities and Tenure, 
$330,000, and for the Judicial Nomination 
Commission, $300,000. 
FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT 
For a Federal payment for a school im-

provement program in the District of Colum-
bia, $52,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, for payments authorized under the 
Scholarships for Opportunity and Results 
Act (division C of Public Law 112–10): Pro-
vided, That, to the extent that funds are 
available for opportunity scholarships and 
following the priorities included in section 
3006 of such Act, the Secretary of Education 
shall make scholarships available to stu-
dents eligible under section 3013(3) of such 
Act (Public Law 112–10; 125 Stat. 211) includ-
ing students who were not offered a scholar-
ship during any previous school year: Pro-
vided further, That within funds provided for 
opportunity scholarships, up to $1,750,000 
shall be for the activities specified in sec-
tions 3007(b) through 3007(d) of the Act and 
up to $500,000 shall be for the activities speci-
fied in section 3009 of the Act. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA NATIONAL GUARD 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia National Guard, $600,000, to remain 
available until expended for the Major Gen-
eral David F. Wherley, Jr. District of Colum-
bia National Guard Retention and College 
Access Program. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT FOR TESTING AND 
TREATMENT OF HIV/AIDS 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia for the testing of individuals for, 
and the treatment of individuals with, 
human immunodeficiency virus and acquired 
immunodeficiency syndrome in the District 
of Columbia, $4,000,000. 

FEDERAL PAYMENT TO THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY 

For a Federal payment to the District of 
Columbia Water and Sewer Authority, 
$8,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended, to continue implementation of the 
Combined Sewer Overflow Long-Term Plan: 
Provided, That the District of Columbia 
Water and Sewer Authority provides a 100 
percent match for this payment. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FUNDS 
Local funds are appropriated for the Dis-

trict of Columbia for the current fiscal year 
out of the General Fund of the District of 
Columbia (‘‘General Fund’’) for programs 
and activities set forth under the heading 
‘‘District of Columbia Budget for the Fiscal 
Year ending September 30, 2024’’ and at the 
rate set forth under such heading, as in-
cluded in the Fiscal Year 2024 Local Budget 
Act of 2023 submitted to Congress by the Dis-
trict of Columbia, as amended as of the date 
of enactment of this Act: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
except as provided in section 450A of the Dis-
trict of Columbia Home Rule Act (section 1– 
204.50a, D.C. Official Code), sections 816 and 
817 of the Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations Act, 2009 (secs. 
47–369.01 and 47–369.02, D.C. Official Code), 

and provisions of this Act, the total amount 
appropriated in this Act for operating ex-
penses for the District of Columbia for fiscal 
year 2024 under this heading shall not exceed 
the estimates included in the Fiscal Year 
2024 Budget Request Act of 2023 submitted to 
Congress by the District of Columbia, as 
amended as of the date of enactment of this 
Act or the sum of the total revenues of the 
District of Columbia for such fiscal year: 
Provided further, That the amount appro-
priated may be increased by proceeds of one- 
time transactions, which are expended for 
emergency or unanticipated operating or 
capital needs: Provided further, That such 
increases shall be approved by enactment of 
local District law and shall comply with all 
reserve requirements contained in the Dis-
trict of Columbia Home Rule Act: Provided 
further, That the Chief Financial Officer of 
the District of Columbia shall take such 
steps as are necessary to assure that the Dis-
trict of Columbia meets these requirements, 
including the apportioning by the Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of the appropriations and 
funds made available to the District during 
fiscal year 2024, except that the Chief Finan-
cial Officer may not reprogram for operating 
expenses any funds derived from bonds, 
notes, or other obligations issued for capital 
projects. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘District of 
Columbia Appropriations Act, 2024’’. 

TITLE V 
INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Administra-

tive Conference of the United States, author-
ized by 5 U.S.C. 591 et seq., $3,523,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2025, of 
which not to exceed $1,000 is for official re-
ception and representation expenses. 

CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
authorities of the Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau, $635,000,000 to remain avail-
able until expended. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—CONSUMER 
FINANCIAL PROTECTION BUREAU 

SEC. 501. Section 1017 of the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5497) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by amending the heading of such sub-

section to read as follows: ‘‘BUDGET, FI-
NANCIAL MANAGEMENT, AND AUDIT.—’’; 

(B) by striking paragraphs (1), (2), and (3); 
(C) by redesignating paragraphs (4) and (5) 

as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively; and 
(D) by striking subparagraphs (E) and (F) 

of paragraph (1), as so redesignated; 
(2) by striking subsections (b) and (c); 
(3) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) 

as subsections (b) and (c), respectively; and 
(4) in subsection (c), as so redesignated— 
(A) by striking paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) 

and inserting the following: — 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated to the Bureau $650,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2024 to carry out the authorities of the 
Bureau.’’; and 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (2). 

SEC. 502. (a) IN GENERAL.—The Consumer 
Financial Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 
5481 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 1011-— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘in the Federal Reserve Sys-

tem,’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘independent bureau’’ and 

inserting ‘‘independent agency’’; 
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(B) by striking subsections (b), (c), and (d); 
(C) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-

section (j); 
(D) in subsection (j), as so redesignated, by 

striking ‘‘, including in cities in which the 
Federal reserve banks, or branches of such 
banks, are located,’’; and 

(E) by inserting after subsection (a) the 
following new subsections: 

‘‘(b) AUTHORITY TO PRESCRIBE REGU-
LATIONS.—The commission of the Bureau 
may prescribe such regulations and issue 
such orders in accordance with this title as 
the Bureau may determine to be necessary 
for carrying out this title and all other laws 
within the Bureau’s jurisdiction and shall 
exercise any authorities granted under this 
title and all other laws within the Bureau’s 
jurisdiction. 

‘‘(c) COMPOSITION OF THE COMMIS-
SION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The management of 
the Bureau shall be vested in a commission, 
which shall be composed of 5 members who 
shall be appointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, 
and at least 2 of whom shall have private 
sector experience in the provision of con-
sumer financial products and services. 

‘‘(2) STAGGERING.—The members of the 
commission shall serve staggered terms, 
which initially shall be established by the 
President for terms of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 years, 
respectively. 

‘‘(3) TERMS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except with respect to 

the initial staggered terms described under 
paragraph (2), each member of the commis-
sion, including the Chair, shall serve for a 
term of 5 years. 

‘‘(B) REMOVAL.—The President may re-
move any member of the commission for in-
efficiency, neglect of duty, or malfeasance in 
office. 

‘‘(C) VACANCIES.—Any member of the 
commission appointed to fill a vacancy oc-
curring before the expiration of the term to 
which that member’s predecessor was ap-
pointed (including the Chair) shall be ap-
pointed only for the remainder of the term. 

‘‘(D) CONTINUATION OF SERVICE.—Each 
member of the commission may continue to 
serve after the expiration of the term of of-
fice to which that member was appointed 
until a successor has been appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Senate, ex-
cept that a member may not continue to 
serve more than 1 year after the date on 
which the term of that member would other-
wise expire. 

‘‘(E) OTHER EMPLOYMENT PROHIBITED.—No 
member of the commission shall engage in 
any other business, vocation, or employ-
ment. 

‘‘(d) AFFILIATION.—Not more than three 
members of the commission shall be mem-
bers of any one political party. 

‘‘(e) CHAIR OF THE COMMISSION.— 
‘‘(1) INITIAL CHAIR.—The first member 

and Chair of the commission shall be the in-
dividual serving as Director of the Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection on the day 
before the date of the enactment of this sub-
section. Such individual shall serve until the 
President has appointed all 5 members of the 
commission in accordance with subsection 
(c). 

‘‘(2) SUBSEQUENT CHAIR.—Of the 5 mem-
bers appointed in accordance with subsection 
(c), the President shall appoint 1 member to 
serve as the subsequent Chair of the commis-
sion. 

‘‘(3) AUTHORITY.—The Chair shall be the 
principal executive officer of the commis-
sion, and shall exercise all of the executive 
and administrative functions of the commis-
sion, including with respect to— 

‘‘(A) the appointment and supervision of 
personnel employed under the commission 

(other than personnel employed regularly 
and full time in the immediate offices of 
members of the commission other than the 
Chair); 

‘‘(B) the distribution of business among 
personnel appointed and supervised by the 
Chair and among administrative units of the 
commission; and 

‘‘(C) the use and expenditure of funds. 
‘‘(4) LIMITATION.—In carrying out any of 

the Chair’s functions under the provisions of 
this subsection, the Chair shall be governed 
by general policies of the commission and by 
such regulatory decisions, findings, and de-
terminations as the commission may by law 
be authorized to make. 

‘‘(5) REQUESTS OR ESTIMATES RE-
LATED TO APPROPRIATIONS.—Requests 
or estimates for regular, supplemental, or 
deficiency appropriations on behalf of the 
commission may not be submitted by the 
Chair without the prior approval of the com-
mission. 

‘‘(6) DESIGNATION.—The Chair shall be 
known as both the ‘Chair of the commission’ 
of the Bureau and the ‘Chair of the Bureau’. 

‘‘(f) INITIAL QUORUM ESTABLISHED.— 
For the 6 month period beginning on the 
date of enactment of this subsection, the 
first member and Chair of the commission 
described under subsection (e)(1) shall con-
stitute a quorum for the transaction of busi-
ness until the President has appointed all 5 
members of the commission in accordance 
with subsection (c). Following such appoint-
ment of 5 members, the quorum require-
ments of subsection (g) shall apply. 

‘‘(g) NO IMPAIRMENT BY REASON OF 
VACANCIES.—No vacancy in the members 
of the commission after the establishment of 
an initial quorum under subsection (f) shall 
impair the right of the remaining members 
of the commission to exercise all the powers 
of the commission. Three members of the 
commission shall constitute a quorum for 
the transaction of business, except that if 
there are only 3 members serving on the 
commission because of vacancies in the com-
mission, 2 members of the commission shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. If there are only 2 members serving 
on the commission because of vacancies in 
the commission, 2 members shall constitute 
a quorum for the 6-month period beginning 
on the date of the vacancy which caused the 
number of commission members to decline 
to 2. 

‘‘(h) SEAL.—The Bureau shall have an offi-
cial seal. 

‘‘(i) COMPENSATION.— 
‘‘(1) CHAIR.—The Chair shall receive com-

pensation at the rate prescribed for level I of 
the Executive Schedule under section 5313 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMIS-
SION.—The 4 other members of the commis-
sion shall each receive compensation at the 
rate prescribed for level II of the Executive 
Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, United 
States Code.’’; 

(2) in section 1012(c)— 
(A) in the heading, by striking ‘‘AUTON-

OMY OF THE BUREAU’’ and inserting ‘‘CO-
ORDINATION WITH THE BOARD OF GOV-
ERNORS’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘(1) COORDINATION WITH 
THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS.—’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraphs (2), (3), (4), and 
(5); and 

(3) in section 1014(b), by striking ‘‘Not 
fewer than 6 members shall be appointed 
upon the recommendation of the regional 
Federal Reserve Bank Presidents, on a rotat-
ing basis.’’ and inserting ‘‘Not fewer than 
half of all members shall have private sector 
experience in the provision of consumer fi-
nancial products and services.’’. 

(b) DEEMING OF NAME.—Any reference 
in a law, regulation, document, paper, or 

other record of the United States to the Di-
rector of the Bureau of Consumer Financial 
Protection, except in subsection (e)(1) of sec-
tion 1011 of the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5491), as added by 
this Act, shall be deemed a reference to the 
commission leading and governing the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection, as 
described under section 1011 of the Consumer 
Financial Protection Act of 2010. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) CONSUMER FINANCIAL PROTECTION 

ACT OF 2010.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 

subparagraph (B), the Consumer Financial 
Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5481 et seq.) 
is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘Director of the Bureau’’ 
each place such term appears, other than 
where such term is used to refer to a Direc-
tor other than the Director of the Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection, and insert-
ing ‘‘Bureau’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘Director’’ each place such 
term appears and inserting ‘‘Bureau’’, other 
than where such term is used to refer to a 
Director other than the Director of the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection; and 

(iii) in section 1002, by striking paragraph 
(10). 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Consumer Financial 

Protection Act of 2010 (12 U.S.C. 5481 et seq.) 
is amended— 

(I) in section 1013(c)(3)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘Assistant Director of the 

Bureau for’’ and inserting ‘‘Head of the Of-
fice of’’; and 

(bb) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘As-
sistant Director’’ and inserting ‘‘Head of the 
Office’’; 

(II) in section 1013(g)(2)— 
(aa) by striking ‘‘ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’’ 

and inserting ‘‘HEAD OF THE OFFICE’’; and 
(bb) by striking ‘‘an assistant director’’ 

and inserting ‘‘a Head of the Office of Finan-
cial Protection for Older Americans’’; 

(III) in section 1016(a), by striking ‘‘Direc-
tor of the Bureau’’ and inserting ‘‘Chair of 
the Bureau’’; and 

(IV) by striking section 1066. 
(ii) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

contents for the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act is amend-
ed by striking the item relating to section 
1066. 

(2) DODD-FRANK WALL STREET RE-
FORM AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
ACT.—The Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act (12 U.S.C. 5301 
et seq.) is amended— 

(A) in section 111(b)(1)(D), by striking ‘‘Di-
rector’’ and inserting ‘‘Chair’’; and 

(B) in section 1447, by striking ‘‘Director of 
the Bureau’’ each place such term appears 
and inserting ‘‘Chair of the Bureau’’. 

(3) ELECTRONIC FUND TRANSFER 
ACT.—Section 921(a)(4)(C) of the Electronic 
Fund Transfer Act (15 U.S.C. 1693o– 
2(a)(4)(C)), as added by section 1075(a)(2) of 
the Consumer Financial Protection Act of 
2010, is amended by striking ‘‘Director of the 
Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection’’ 
and inserting ‘‘Chair of the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection’’. 

(4) EXPEDITED FUNDS AVAILABILITY 
ACT.—The Expedited Funds Availability Act 
(12 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.) is amended by striking 
‘‘Director of the Bureau’’ each place such 
term appears and inserting ‘‘Bureau’’. 

(5) FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE 
ACT.—Section 2 of the Federal Deposit In-
surance Act (12 U.S.C. 1812) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Director of the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau’’ each place such 
term appears and inserting ‘‘Chair of the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection’’. 

(6) FEDERAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
EXAMINATION COUNCIL ACT OF 1978.— 
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Section 1004(a)(4) of the Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council Act of 1978 
(12 U.S.C. 3303(a)(4)) is amended by striking 
‘‘Director of the Consumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau’’ and inserting ‘‘Chair of the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection’’. 

(7) FINANCIAL LITERACY AND EDU-
CATION IMPROVEMENT ACT.—Section 513 
of the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9702) is amended by 
striking ‘‘Director’’ each place such term ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Chair’’. 

(8) HOME MORTGAGE DISCLOSURE ACT 
OF 1975.—Section 307 of the Home Mortgage 
Disclosure Act of 1975 (12 U.S.C. 2806 et seq) 
is amended by striking ‘‘Director of the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection’’ 
each place such term appears and inserting 
‘‘Bureau of Consumer Financial Protection’’. 

(9) INTERSTATE LAND SALES FULL 
DISCLOSURE ACT.—The Interstate Land 
Sales Full Disclosure Act (15 U.S.C. 1701 et 
seq) is amended— 

(A) in section 1402— 
(i) by striking paragraph (1); and 
(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (2) 

through (12) as paragraphs (1) through (11), 
respectively; 

(B) in section 1403(c)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘him’’ and inserting ‘‘the 

Bureau’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘he’’ and inserting ‘‘the Bu-

reau’’; 
(C) in section 1407— 
(i) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘he’’ and 

inserting ‘‘the Bureau’’; and 
(ii) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘Director 

or anyone designated by him’’ and inserting 
‘‘Bureau’’; 

(D) in section 1411(a)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘his findings’’ and inserting 

‘‘the findings of the Bureau’’; and 
(ii) by striking ‘‘his recommendation’’ and 

inserting ‘‘the recommendation of the Bu-
reau’’; 

(E) in section 1415— 
(i) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘he may, 

in his discretion,’’ and inserting ‘‘the Bureau 
may, in the discretion of the Bureau,’’; 

(ii) in subsection (b)— 
(I) ) by striking ‘‘in his discretion’’ each 

place such term appears and inserting ‘‘in 
the discretion of the Bureau’’; 

(II) by striking ‘‘he deems’’ and inserting 
‘‘the Bureau determines’’; and 

(III) by striking ‘‘he may deem’’ and in-
serting ‘‘the Bureau may determine’’; and 

(iii) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘the Di-
rector, or any officer designated by him,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘the Bureau’’; 

(F) in section 1416(a)— 
(i) by striking ‘‘Director of the Bureau of 

Consumer Financial Protection who may 
delegate any of his’’ and inserting ‘‘Bureau 
of Consumer Financial Protection, which 
may delegate any’’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘his administrative’’ and 
inserting ‘‘administrative’’; and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘himself’’ and inserting 
‘‘the commission of the Bureau’’; 

(G) in section 1418a(b)(4), by striking ‘‘Sec-
retary’s determination’’ and inserting ‘‘de-
termination of the Bureau’’; and 

(H) by striking ‘‘Director’’ each place such 
term appears and inserting ‘‘Bureau’’. 

(10) REAL ESTATE SETTLEMENT PRO-
CEDURES ACT OF 1974.—Section 5 of the 
Real Estate Settlement Procedures Act of 
1974 (12 U.S.C. 2604) is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘The Director of the Bu-
reau of Consumer Financial Protection 
(hereafter in this section referred to as the 
‘Director’)’’ and inserting ‘‘The Bureau of 
Consumer Financial Protection (hereafter in 
this section referred to as the ‘Bureau’)’’; 
and 

(B) by striking ‘‘Director’’ each place such 
term appears and inserting ‘‘Bureau’’. 

(11) S.A.F.E. MORTGAGE LICENSING ACT 
OF 2008.—The S.A.F.E. Mortgage Licensing 
Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.) is amend-
ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Director’’ each place such 
term appears in headings and text and in-
serting ‘‘Bureau of Consumer Financial Pro-
tection’’; and 

(B) in section 1503, by striking paragraph 
(10). 

(12) TITLE 44, UNITED STATES CODE.— 
Section 3513(c) of title 44, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘Director of 
the’’. 

SEC. 503. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement sec-
tion 1071 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act. 

CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, including hire 
of passenger motor vehicles, services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, but at rates for in-
dividuals not to exceed the per diem rate 
equivalent to the maximum rate payable 
under 5 U.S.C. 5376, purchase of nominal 
awards to recognize non-Federal officials’ 
contributions to Commission activities, and 
not to exceed $4,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $139,050,000, of 
which $2,500,000 shall remain available until 
expended, to carry out the program, includ-
ing administrative costs, required by section 
1405 of the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and 
Spa Safety Act (Public Law 110–140; 15 U.S.C. 
8004), and of which $2,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended, to carry out the 
program, including administrative costs, re-
quired by section 204 of the Nicholas and 
Zachary Burt Memorial Carbon Monoxide 
Poisoning Prevention Act of 2022 (title II of 
division Q of Public Law 117–103). 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—CONSUMER 
PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION 

SEC. 510. During fiscal year 2024, none of 
the amounts made available by this Act may 
be used to finalize or implement the Safety 
Standard for Recreational Off-Highway Vehi-
cles published by the Consumer Product 
Safety Commission in the Federal Register 
on November 19, 2014 (79 Fed. Reg. 68964) 
until after— 

(1) the National Academy of Sciences, in 
consultation with the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration and the De-
partment of Defense, completes a study to 
determine— 

(A) the technical validity of the lateral 
stability and vehicle handling requirements 
proposed by such standard for purposes of re-
ducing the risk of Recreational Off-Highway 
Vehicle (referred to in this section as 
‘‘ROV’’) rollovers in the off-road environ-
ment, including the repeatability and repro-
ducibility of testing for compliance with 
such requirements; 

(B) the number of ROV rollovers that 
would be prevented if the proposed require-
ments were adopted; 

(C) whether there is a technical basis for 
the proposal to provide information on a 
point-of-sale hangtag about a ROV’s rollover 
resistance on a progressive scale; and 

(D) the effect on the utility of ROVs used 
by the United States military if the proposed 
requirements were adopted; and 

(2) a report containing the results of the 
study completed under paragraph (1) is deliv-
ered to— 

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; and 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 511. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission to prohibit the use of 
or sale of gas-powered stoves, cooktops, 
ranges, or ovens in the United States. 

ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
Help America Vote Act of 2002 (Public Law 
107–252), $20,000,000, of which $1,500,000 shall 
be made available to the National Institute 
of Standards and Technology for election re-
form activities authorized under the Help 
America Vote Act of 2002. 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal 
Communications Commission, as authorized 
by law, including uniforms and allowances 
therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 5901–5902; 
not to exceed $4,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses; purchase and hire 
of motor vehicles; special counsel fees; and 
services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
$381,950,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided, That $381,950,000 of offset-
ting collections shall be assessed and col-
lected pursuant to section 9 of title I of the 
Communications Act of 1934, shall be re-
tained and used for necessary expenses and 
shall remain available until expended: Pro-
vided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated shall be reduced as such offsetting 
collections are received during fiscal year 
2024 so as to result in a final fiscal year 2024 
appropriation estimated at $0: Provided fur-
ther, That any offsetting collections received 
in excess of $381,950,000 in fiscal year 2024 
shall not be available for obligation: Provided 
further, That remaining offsetting collec-
tions from prior years collected in excess of 
the amount specified for collection in each 
such year and otherwise be coming available 
on October 1, 2023, shall not be available for 
obligation: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing 47 U.S.C. 309(j)(8)(B), proceeds from 
the use of a competitive bidding system that 
may be retained and made available for obli-
gation shall not exceed $136,167,000 for fiscal 
year 2024: Provided further, That, of the 
amount appropriated under this heading, not 
less than $12,686,000 shall be for the salaries 
and expenses of the Office of Inspector Gen-
eral. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

SEC. 520. Section 302 of the Universal Serv-
ice Antideficiency Temporary Suspension 
Act is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2023’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘December 31, 2024’’. 

SEC. 521. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to modify, amend, or 
change its rules or regulations for universal 
service support payments to implement the 
February 27, 2004, recommendations of the 
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service regarding single connection or pri-
mary line restrictions on universal service 
support payments. 

SEC. 522. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Federal Com-
munications Commission or the Universal 
Service Administrative Company to update 
the currently applicable minimum service 
standards for fixed or mobile broadband 
Internet access services pursuant to 47 
C.F.R. §54.408 without further consideration 
through notice and comment rulemaking 
procedures of the impact these minimum 
standards have on affordability and con-
sumer choice and to reduce the support level 
pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §54.403(a)(2): Provided 
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further, That, the FCC shall consider through 
notice and comment rulemaking procedures 
the impact that the support level for voice 
service as set forth in 47 C.F.R. §54.403(a)(2) 
has on low-income consumers’ access to pub-
lic safety. 

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$46,500,000, to be derived from the Deposit In-
surance Fund or, only when appropriate, the 
FSLIC Resolution Fund. 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out the 
provisions of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act of 1971, $74,500,000, of which not to exceed 
$5,000 shall be available for reception and 
representation expenses. 

FEDERAL LABOR RELATIONS AUTHORITY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Federal Labor Relations Author-
ity, pursuant to Reorganization Plan Num-
bered 2 of 1978, and the Civil Service Reform 
Act of 1978, including services authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, and including hire of experts 
and consultants, hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles, and including official reception and 
representation expenses (not to exceed $1,500) 
and rental of conference rooms in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and elsewhere, $28,000,000: 
Provided, That public members of the Fed-
eral Service Impasses Panel may be paid 
travel expenses and per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5703) 
for persons employed intermittently in the 
Government service, and compensation as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 3302, funds 
received from fees charged to non-Federal 
participants at labor-management relations 
conferences shall be credited to and merged 
with this account, to be available without 
further appropriation for the costs of car-
rying out these conferences. 
FEDERAL PERMITTING IMPROVEMENT STEERING 

COUNCIL 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW IMPROVEMENT FUND 
For necessary expenses of the Environ-

mental Review Improvement Fund estab-
lished pursuant to section 41009(d) of Public 
Law 114-94, $9,775,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

FEDERAL TRADE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Federal 
Trade Commission, including uniforms or al-
lowances therefor, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
5901–5902; services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and 
not to exceed $2,000 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $376,530,000, to re-
main available until expended: Provided, 
That not to exceed $300,000 shall be available 
for use to contract with a person or persons 
for collection services in accordance with 
the terms of 31 U.S.C. 3718: Provided further, 
That, not more than $165,000,000 shall be for 
the Bureau of Competition: Provided further, 
That, none of the funds made available to 
the Federal Trade Commission and used by 
the Bureau of Consumer Protection shall be 
reprogrammed to the Bureau of Competition: 
Provided further, That, notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, not to exceed 
$278,000,000 of offsetting collections derived 
from fees collected for premerger notifica-
tion filings under the Hart-Scott-Rodino 
Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976 (15 
U.S.C. 18a), regardless of the year of collec-
tion, shall be retained and used for necessary 

expenses in this appropriation: Provided fur-
ther, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, not to exceed $14,000,000 in offset-
ting collections derived from fees to imple-
ment and enforce the Telemarketing Sales 
Rule, promulgated under the Telemarketing 
and Consumer Fraud and Abuse Prevention 
Act (15 U.S.C. 6101 et seq.), shall be credited 
to this account, and be retained and used for 
necessary expenses in this appropriation: 
Provided further, That the sum herein appro-
priated from the general fund shall be re-
duced as such offsetting collections are re-
ceived during fiscal year 2024 so as to result 
in a final fiscal year 2024 appropriation from 
the general fund estimated at no more than 
$84,530,000: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available to the Federal Trade 
Commission may be used to implement sub-
section (e)(2)(B) of section 43 of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Act (12 U.S.C. 1831t). 
ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—FEDERAL TRADE 

COMMISSION 
SEC. 530. None of the funds appropriated by 

this Act may be used to finalize, implement 
or enforce the rulemaking entitled ‘‘Motor 
Vehicle Dealers Trade Regulation Rule’’ (87 
Fed. Reg. 42012 (July 13, 2022)). 

SEC. 531. None of the funds in this Act may 
be used to finalize or enforce the ‘‘Trade 
Regulation on the Use of Earnings Claims’’ 
or the ‘‘Review of the Business Opportunity 
Rule’’ rulemakings without a clear state-
ment of need or unless overlapping rule-
making and improvements in self-regulation 
and consumer protection of industries that 
would be impacted is considered. 

SEC. 532. None of the funds in this Act may 
be used to implement, administer, or enforce 
the July 9, 2021 Statement of the Commis-
sion on the Withdrawal of the Statement of 
Enforcement Principles Regarding ″Unfair 
Methods of Competition″ under section 5 of 
the Federal Trade Commission Act. 

SEC. 533. None of the funds in this Act may 
be used to implement, administer, or enforce 
the October 25, 2021, Statement of the Com-
mission on Use of Prior Approval Provisions 
in Merger Orders. 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
REAL PROPERTY ACTIVITIES 
FEDERAL BUILDINGS FUND 

LIMITATIONS ON AVAILABILITY OF REVENUE 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

Amounts in the Fund, including revenues 
and collections deposited into the Fund, 
shall be available for necessary expenses of 
real property management and related ac-
tivities not otherwise provided for, including 
operation, maintenance, and protection of 
Federally owned and leased buildings; rental 
of buildings in the District of Columbia; res-
toration of leased premises; moving govern-
mental agencies (including space adjust-
ments and telecommunications relocation 
expenses) in connection with the assignment, 
allocation, and transfer of space; contractual 
services incident to cleaning or servicing 
buildings, and moving; repair and alteration 
of Federally owned buildings, including 
grounds, approaches, and appurtenances; 
care and safeguarding of sites; maintenance, 
preservation, demolition, and equipment; ac-
quisition of buildings and sites by purchase, 
condemnation, or as otherwise authorized by 
law; acquisition of options to purchase build-
ings and sites; conversion and extension of 
Federally owned buildings; preliminary plan-
ning and design of projects by contract or 
otherwise; construction of new buildings (in-
cluding equipment for such buildings); and 
payment of principal, interest, and any other 
obligations for public buildings acquired by 
installment purchase and purchase contract; 
in the aggregate amount of $9,297,817,000, of 
which— 

(1) $28,290,000 shall remain available until 
expended for construction and acquisition 
(including funds for sites and expenses, and 
associated design and construction services), 
in addition to amounts otherwise provided 
for such purposes, the San Juan, Clemente 
Ruiz-Nazario U.S. Courthouse and Federico 
Degetau Federal Building in Puerto Rico: 

Provided, That each of the foregoing limits of 
costs on construction and acquisition 
projects may be exceeded to the extent that 
savings are effected in other such projects, 
but not to exceed 20 percent of the amounts 
included in a transmitted prospectus, if re-
quired, unless advance approval is obtained 
from the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
of a greater amount; 

(2) $568,848,000 shall remain available until 
expended for repairs and alterations, includ-
ing associated design and construction serv-
ices, in addition to amounts otherwise pro-
vided for such purposes, of which— 

(A) $106,405,000 is for Major Repairs and Al-
terations as follows: 

Kentucky: 
Paducah, Federal Building and U.S. court-

house, $40,479,000; 
Oklahoma: 
Oklahoma City, William J. Holloway, Jr. 

U.S. Courthouse and Post Office, $65,926,000; 

(B) $388,710,000 is for Basic Repairs and Al-
terations; and 

(C) $73,733,000 is for Special Emphasis Pro-
grams: 

Provided, That funds made available in this 
or any previous Act in the Federal Buildings 
Fund for Repairs and Alterations shall, for 
prospectus projects, be limited to the 
amount identified for each project, except 
each project in this or any previous Act may 
be increased by an amount not to exceed 20 
percent unless advance approval is obtained 
from the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate 
of a greater amount: Provided further, That 
additional projects for which prospectuses 
have been fully approved may be funded 
under this category only if advance approval 
is obtained from the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided further, That the 
amounts provided in this or any prior Act for 
‘‘Repairs and Alterations’’ may be used to 
fund costs associated with implementing se-
curity improvements to buildings necessary 
to meet the minimum standards for security 
in accordance with current law and in com-
pliance with the reprogramming guidelines 
of the appropriate Committees of the House 
and Senate: Provided further, That the dif-
ference between the funds appropriated and 
expended on any projects in this or any prior 
Act, under the heading ‘‘Repairs and Alter-
ations’’, may be transferred to ‘‘Basic Re-
pairs and Alterations’’ or used to fund au-
thorized increases in prospectus projects: 
Provided further, That the amount provided 
in this or any prior Act for ‘‘Basic Repairs 
and Alterations’’ may be used to pay claims 
against the Government arising from any 
projects under the heading ‘‘Repairs and Al-
terations’’ or used to fund authorized in-
creases in prospectus projects; 

(3) $5,719,298,000 for rental of space to re-
main available until expended; and 

(4) $2,981,381,000 for building operations to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That the total amount of funds made avail-
able from this Fund to the General Services 
Administration shall not be available for ex-
penses of any construction, repair, alteration 
and acquisition project for which a pro-
spectus, if required by 40 U.S.C. 3307(a), has 
not been approved, except that necessary 
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funds may be expended for each project for 
required expenses for the development of a 
proposed prospectus: Provided further, That 
funds available in the Federal Buildings 
Fund may be expended for emergency repairs 
when advance approval is obtained from the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate: Provided 
further, That amounts necessary to provide 
reimbursable special services to other agen-
cies under 40 U.S.C. 592(b)(2) and amounts to 
provide such reimbursable fencing, lighting, 
guard booths, and other facilities on private 
or other property not in Government owner-
ship or control as may be appropriate to en-
able the United States Secret Service to per-
form its protective functions pursuant to 18 
U.S.C. 3056, shall be available from such rev-
enues and collections: Provided further, That 
revenues and collections and any other sums 
accruing to this Fund during fiscal year 2024, 
excluding reimbursements under 40 U.S.C. 
592(b)(2), in excess of the aggregate new 
obligational authority authorized for Real 
Property Activities of the Federal Buildings 
Fund in this Act shall remain in the Fund 
and shall not be available for expenditure ex-
cept as authorized in appropriations Acts. 

GENERAL ACTIVITIES 
GOVERNMENT-WIDE POLICY 

For expenses authorized by law, not other-
wise provided for, for Government-wide pol-
icy associated with the management of real 
and personal property assets and certain ad-
ministrative services; Government-wide pol-
icy support responsibilities relating to ac-
quisition, travel, motor vehicles, informa-
tion technology management, and related 
technology activities; and services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and evaluation ac-
tivities as authorized by statute; $68,720,000. 

OPERATING EXPENSES 
For expenses authorized by law, not other-

wise provided for, for Government-wide ac-
tivities associated with utilization and dona-
tion of surplus personal property; disposal of 
real property; agency-wide policy direction 
and management; and services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; $50,955,000, of which not to 
exceed $7,500 is for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses. 

CIVILIAN BOARD OF CONTRACT APPEALS 
For expenses authorized by law, not other-

wise provided for, for the activities associ-
ated with the Civilian Board of Contract Ap-
peals, $9,580,000, of which $2,000,000 shall re-
main available until expended. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General and services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109, $69,000,000: Provided, That 
not to exceed $1,500,000 shall be available for 
information technology enhancements re-
lated to providing modern technology case 
management solutions: Provided further, 
That not to exceed $50,000 shall be available 
for payment for information and detection of 
fraud against the Government, including 
payment for recovery of stolen Government 
property: Provided further, That not to ex-
ceed $2,500 shall be available for awards to 
employees of other Federal agencies and pri-
vate citizens in recognition of efforts and 
initiatives resulting in enhanced Office of In-
spector General effectiveness. 

ALLOWANCES AND OFFICE STAFF FOR FORMER 
PRESIDENTS 

For carrying out the provisions of the Act 
of August 25, 1958 (3 U.S.C. 102 note), and 
Public Law 95–138, $5,500,000. 

FEDERAL CITIZEN SERVICES FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For expenses authorized by 40 U.S.C. 323 
and 44 U.S.C. 3604; and for expenses author-

ized by law, not otherwise provided for, in 
support of interagency projects that enable 
the Federal Government to enhance its abil-
ity to conduct activities electronically, 
through the development and implementa-
tion of innovative uses of information tech-
nology; $55,000,000, to be deposited into the 
Federal Citizen Services Fund: Provided, 
That the previous amount may be trans-
ferred to Federal agencies to carry out the 
purpose of the Federal Citizen Services 
Fund: Provided further, That the appropria-
tions, revenues, reimbursements, and collec-
tions deposited into the Fund shall be avail-
able until expended for necessary expenses of 
Federal Citizen Services and other activities 
that enable the Federal Government to en-
hance its ability to conduct activities elec-
tronically in the aggregate amount not to 
exceed $150,000,000: Provided further, That ap-
propriations, revenues, reimbursements, and 
collections accruing to this Fund during fis-
cal year 2024 in excess of such amount shall 
remain in the Fund and shall not be avail-
able for expenditure except as authorized in 
appropriations Acts: Provided further, That, 
of the total amount appropriated, up to 
$5,000,000 shall be available for support func-
tions and full-time hires to support activi-
ties related to the Administration’s require-
ments under title II of the Foundations for 
Evidence-Based Policymaking Act of 2018 
(Public Law 115–435): Provided further, That 
the transfer authorities provided herein shall 
be in addition to any other transfer author-
ity provided in this Act. 

PRE-ELECTION PRESIDENTIAL TRANSITION 
For activities authorized by the Presi-

dential Transition Act of 1963, as amended, 
not to exceed $10,413,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2025: Provided, That such 
amounts may be transferred to ‘‘Acquisition 
Services Fund’’ or ‘‘Federal Buildings Fund’’ 
to reimburse obligations incurred for the 
purposes provided herein in fiscal years 2023 
and 2024: Provided further, That amounts 
made available under this heading shall be in 
addition to any other amounts available for 
such purposes. 

ASSET PROCEEDS AND SPACE MANAGEMENT 
FUND 

For carrying out section 16(b) of the Fed-
eral Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 (40 
U.S.C. 1303 note), $4,000,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

WORKING CAPITAL FUND 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the Working Capital Fund of the Gen-
eral Services Administration, $4,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, for nec-
essary costs incurred by the Administrator 
to modernize rulemaking systems and to 
provide support services for Federal rule-
making agencies. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 540. Funds available to the General 

Services Administration shall be available 
for the hire of passenger motor vehicles. 

SEC. 541. Funds in the Federal Buildings 
Fund made available for fiscal year 2024 for 
Federal Buildings Fund activities may be 
transferred between such activities only to 
the extent necessary to meet program re-
quirements: Provided, That any proposed 
transfers shall be approved in advance by the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate. 

SEC. 542. Except as otherwise provided in 
this title, funds made available by this Act 
shall be used to transmit a fiscal year 2025 
request for United States Courthouse con-
struction only if the request: (1) meets the 
design guide standards for construction as 

established and approved by the General 
Services Administration, the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States, and the Office 
of Management and Budget; (2) reflects the 
priorities of the Judicial Conference of the 
United States as set out in its approved 
Courthouse Project Priorities plan; and (3) 
includes a standardized courtroom utiliza-
tion study of each facility to be constructed, 
replaced, or expanded. 

SEC. 543. None of the funds provided in this 
Act may be used to increase the amount of 
occupiable square feet, provide cleaning 
services, security enhancements, or any 
other service usually provided through the 
Federal Buildings Fund, to any agency that 
does not pay the rate per square foot assess-
ment for space and services as determined by 
the General Services Administration in con-
sideration of the Public Buildings Amend-
ments Act of 1972 (Public Law 92–313). 

SEC. 544. From funds made available under 
the heading ‘‘Federal Buildings Fund, Limi-
tations on Availability of Revenue’’, claims 
against the Government of less than $250,000 
arising from direct construction projects and 
acquisition of buildings may be liquidated 
from savings effected in other construction 
projects with prior notification to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate. 

SEC. 545. In any case in which the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate adopt a resolution 
granting lease authority pursuant to a pro-
spectus transmitted to Congress by the Ad-
ministrator of the General Services Adminis-
tration under 40 U.S.C. 3307, the Adminis-
trator shall ensure that the delineated area 
of procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus for all lease 
agreements, except that, if the Adminis-
trator determines that the delineated area of 
the procurement should not be identical to 
the delineated area included in the pro-
spectus, the Administrator shall provide an 
explanatory statement to each of such com-
mittees and the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate prior to exercising any lease au-
thority provided in the resolution. 

SEC. 546. With respect to projects funded 
under the heading ‘‘Federal Citizen Services 
Fund’’, the Administrator of General Serv-
ices shall submit a spending plan and expla-
nation for each project to be undertaken to 
the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate not 
later than 60 days after the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 547. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act for the General Services Ad-
ministration or any other Federal agency 
may be obligated or expended for the leasing 
of facilities for temporary or permanent use 
by the United States Space Command for 
headquarters operations until the report re-
quired under subsection (b) is submitted. 

(b) The Administrator of the General Serv-
ices Administration, in coordination with 
the Secretary of the Air Force, shall submit 
to the Committees on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate a 
report on all leased facilities associated with 
the United States Space Command head-
quarters. 

HARRY S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For payment to the Harry S Truman 
Scholarship Foundation Trust Fund, estab-
lished by section 10 of Public Law 93–642, 
$2,500,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 
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MERIT SYSTEMS PROTECTION BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Merit Systems Protection Board 
pursuant to Reorganization Plan Numbered 2 
of 1978, the Civil Service Reform Act of 1978, 
and the Whistleblower Protection Act of 1989 
(5 U.S.C. 5509 note), including services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia and else-
where, hire of passenger motor vehicles, di-
rect procurement of survey printing, and not 
to exceed $2,000 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $47,000,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, and in ad-
dition not to exceed $2,345,000, to remain 
available until September 30, 2025, for admin-
istrative expenses to adjudicate retirement 
appeals to be transferred from the Civil 
Service Retirement and Disability Fund in 
amounts determined by the Merit Systems 
Protection Board. 

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL 
FOUNDATION 

MORRIS K. UDALL AND STEWART L. UDALL 
TRUST FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For payment to the Morris K. Udall and 
Stewart L. Udall Foundation, pursuant to 
the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall 
Foundation Act (20 U.S.C. 5601 et seq.), 
$1,800,000, to remain available for direct ex-
penditure until expended, of which, notwith-
standing sections 8 and 9 of such Act, up to 
$1,000,000 shall be available to carry out the 
activities authorized by section 6(7) of Public 
Law 102–259 and section 817(a) of Public Law 
106–568 (20 U.S.C. 5604(7)): Provided, That all 
current and previous amounts transferred to 
the Office of Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of the Interior will remain available 
until expended for audits and investigations 
of the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall 
Foundation, consistent with the Inspector 
General Act of 1978, as amended, and for an-
nual independent financial audits of the Mor-
ris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall Foundation 
pursuant to the Accountability of Tax Dol-
lars Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–289): Provided 
further, That previous amounts transferred 
to the Office of Inspector General of the De-
partment of the Interior may be transferred 
to the Morris K. Udall and Stewart L. Udall 
Foundation for annual independent financial 
audits pursuant to the Accountability of Tax 
Dollars Act of 2002 (Public Law 107–289). 

ENVIRONMENTAL DISPUTE RESOLUTION FUND 

For payment to the Environmental Dis-
pute Resolution Fund to carry out activities 
authorized in the Environmental Policy and 
Conflict Resolution Act of 1998, $3,296,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS 
ADMINISTRATION 

OPERATING EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses in connection with 
the administration of the National Archives 
and Records Administration and archived 
Federal records and related activities, as 
provided by law, and for expenses necessary 
for the review and declassification of docu-
ments, the activities of the Public Interest 
Declassification Board, the operations and 
maintenance of the electronic records ar-
chives, the hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
and for uniforms or allowances therefor, as 
authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5901), including 
maintenance, repairs, and cleaning, 
$427,250,000, of which $30,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended for expenses nec-
essary to enhance the Federal Government’s 
ability to electronically preserve, manage, 
and store Government records. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Reform Act of 
2008, Public Law 110–409, 122 Stat. 4302–16 
(2008), and the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
and for the hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
$6,400,000. 

REPAIRS AND RESTORATION 
For the repair, alteration, and improve-

ment of archives facilities, and museum ex-
hibits, related equipment for public spaces, 
and to provide adequate storage for holdings, 
$8,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL PUBLICATIONS AND 
RECORDS COMMISSION 

GRANTS PROGRAM 
For necessary expenses for allocations and 

grants for historical publications and records 
as authorized by 44 U.S.C. 2504, $10,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION ADMINISTRATION 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT REVOLVING LOAN 

FUND 
For the Community Development Revolv-

ing Loan Fund program as authorized by 42 
U.S.C. 9812, 9822, and 9910, $3,500,000 shall be 
available until September 30, 2024, for tech-
nical assistance to low-income designated 
credit unions. 

OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ETHICS 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Office of Government Ethics pur-
suant to the chapter 131 of tile 5, United 
States Code, the Ethics Reform Act of 1989, 
and the Representative Louise McIntosh 
Slaughter Stop Trading on Congressional 
Knowledge Act of 2012, including services as 
authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, rental of con-
ference rooms in the District of Columbia 
and elsewhere, hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles, and not to exceed $1,500 for official re-
ception and representation expenses, 
$22,377,000. 

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF TRUST FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses to carry out func-

tions of the Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) pursuant to Reorganization Plan 
Numbered 2 of 1978 and the Civil Service Re-
form Act of 1978, including services as au-
thorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109; medical examina-
tions performed for veterans by private phy-
sicians on a fee basis; rental of conference 
rooms in the District of Columbia and else-
where; hire of passenger motor vehicles; not 
to exceed $2,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and payment of per 
diem and/or subsistence allowances to em-
ployees where Voting Rights Act activities 
require an employee to remain overnight at 
his or her post of duty, $164,934,000: Provided, 
That of the total amount made available 
under this heading, $1,167,805 may be made 
available for strengthening the capacity and 
capabilities of the acquisition workforce (as 
defined by the Office of Federal Procurement 
Policy Act, as amended (41 U.S.C. 4001 et 
seq.)), including the recruitment, hiring, 
training, and retention of such workforce 
and information technology in support of ac-
quisition workforce effectiveness or for man-
agement solutions to improve acquisition 
management; and in addition $174,714,000 for 
administrative expenses, to be transferred 
from the appropriate trust funds of OPM 
without regard to other statutes, including 
direct procurement of printed materials, for 
the retirement and insurance programs: Pro-
vided further, That the provisions of this ap-
propriation shall not affect the authority to 

use applicable trust funds as provided by sec-
tions 8348(a)(1)(B), 8958(f)(2)(A), 8988(f)(2)(A), 
and 9004(f)(2)(A) of title 5, United States 
Code: Provided further, That no part of this 
appropriation shall be available for salaries 
and expenses of the Legal Examining Unit of 
OPM established pursuant to Executive 
Order No. 9358 of July 1, 1943, or any suc-
cessor unit of like purpose: Provided further, 
That the President’s Commission on White 
House Fellows, established by Executive 
Order No. 11183 of October 3, 1964, may, dur-
ing fiscal year 2024, accept donations of 
money, property, and personal services: Pro-
vided further, That such donations, including 
those from prior years, may be used for the 
development of publicity materials to pro-
vide information about the White House Fel-
lows, except that no such donations shall be 
accepted for travel or reimbursement of 
travel expenses, or for the salaries of em-
ployees of such Commission: Provided further, 
That not to exceed 5 percent of amounts 
made available under this heading may be 
transferred to an information technology 
working capital fund established for pur-
poses authorized by subtitle G of title X of 
division A of the National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law 
115–91; 40 U.S.C. 11301 note): Provided further, 
That the OPM Director shall notify, and re-
ceive approval from, the Committees on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate at least 15 days in advance of 
any transfer under the preceding proviso: 
Provided further, That amounts transferred 
to such a fund under such transfer authority 
from any organizational category of OPM 
shall not exceed 5 percent of each such orga-
nizational category’s budget as identified in 
the report required by section 608 of this Act: 
Provided further, That amounts transferred 
to such a fund shall remain available for ob-
ligation through September 30, 2027. 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF TRUST FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, in-
cluding services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
3109, hire of passenger motor vehicles, 
$5,150,000, and in addition, not to exceed 
$28,083,000 for administrative expenses to 
audit, investigate, and provide other over-
sight of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment’s retirement and insurance programs, 
to be transferred from the appropriate trust 
funds of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, as determined by the Inspector Gen-
eral: Provided, That the Inspector General is 
authorized to rent conference rooms in the 
District of Columbia and elsewhere. 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses to carry out func-
tions of the Office of Special Counsel, includ-
ing services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, 
payment of fees and expenses for witnesses, 
rental of conference rooms in the District of 
Columbia and elsewhere, and hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles, $31,904,000. 

PRIVACY AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OVERSIGHT 
BOARD 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For necessary expenses of the Privacy and 

Civil Liberties Oversight Board, as author-
ized by section 1061 of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
(42 U.S.C. 2000ee), $13,700,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2025. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS REFORM BOARD 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For salaries and expenses of the Public 
Buildings Reform Board in carrying out the 
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Federal Assets Sale and Transfer Act of 2016 
(Public Law 114–287), $3,605,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses for the Securities 
and Exchange Commission, including serv-
ices as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109, the rental 
of space (to include multiple year leases) in 
the District of Columbia and elsewhere, and 
not to exceed $3,500 for official reception and 
representation expenses, $1,999,663,000, to re-
main available until expended; of which not 
less than $20,050,000 shall be for the Office of 
Inspector General; of which not to exceed 
$275,000 shall be available for a permanent 
secretariat for the International Organiza-
tion of Securities Commissions; and of which 
not to exceed $100,000 shall be available for 
expenses for consultations and meetings 
hosted by the Commission with foreign gov-
ernmental and other regulatory officials, 
members of their delegations and staffs to 
exchange views concerning securities mat-
ters, such expenses to include necessary lo-
gistic and administrative expenses and the 
expenses of Commission staff and foreign 
invitees in attendance including: (1) inci-
dental expenses such as meals; (2) travel and 
transportation; and (3) related lodging or 
subsistence; and of which not more than 
$644,719,000 shall be for the Division of En-
forcement. 

In addition to the foregoing appropriation, 
for move, replication, and related costs asso-
ciated with a replacement lease for the Com-
mission’s District of Columbia headquarters 
facilities, not to exceed $25,243,000, to remain 
available until expended; and for move, rep-
lication, and related costs associated with a 
replacement lease for the Commission’s At-
lanta Office facilities, not to exceed 
$14,415,000, to remain available until ex-
pended. 

For purposes of calculating the fee rate 
under section 31(j) of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78ee(j)) for fiscal 
year 2024, all amounts appropriated under 
this heading shall be deemed to be the reg-
ular appropriation to the Commission for fis-
cal year 2024: Provided, That fees and charges 
authorized by section 31 of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78ee) shall be 
credited to this account as offsetting collec-
tions: Provided further, That not to exceed 
$1,999,663,000 of such offsetting collections 
shall be available until expended for nec-
essary expenses of this account; not to ex-
ceed $25,243,000 of such offsetting collections 
shall be available until expended for move, 
replication, and related costs under this 
heading associated with a replacement lease 
for the Commission’s District of Columbia 
headquarters facilities; and not to exceed 
$14,415,000 of such offsetting collections shall 
be available until expended for move, rep-
lication, and related costs under this heading 
associated with a replacement lease for the 
Commission’s Atlanta Office facilities: Pro-
vided further, That the total amount appro-
priated under this heading from the general 
fund for fiscal year 2024 shall be reduced as 
such offsetting fees are received so as to re-
sult in a final total fiscal year 2024 appro-
priation from the general fund estimated at 
not more than $0: Provided further, That if 
any amount of the appropriation for move, 
replication, and related costs associated with 
a replacement lease for the Commission’s 
District of Columbia headquarters facilities 
or if any amount of the appropriation for 
move, replication, and related costs associ-
ated with a replacement lease for the Com-
mission’s Atlanta Regional Office facilities 
is subsequently de-obligated by the Commis-
sion, such amount that was derived from the 
general fund shall be returned to the general 

fund, and such amounts that were derived 
from fees or assessments collected for such 
purpose shall be paid to each national securi-
ties exchange and national securities asso-
ciation, respectively, in proportion to any 
fees or assessments paid by such national se-
curities exchange or national securities asso-
ciation under section 31 of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78ee) in fiscal 
year 2024. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—SECURITIES AND 
EXCHANGE COMMISSION 

SEC. 550. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘The Enhancement and Standardization of 
Climate-Related Disclosures for Investors’’ 
(87 Fed. Reg. 21334 (April 11, 2022)) or any sub-
stantially similar rule. 

SEC. 551. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the rulemaking entitled 
‘‘Open-End Fund Liquidity Risk Manage-
ment Programs and Swing Pricing; Form N- 
PORT Reporting’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 77172 (Decem-
ber 16, 2022)). 

SEC. 552. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the rulemaking entitled 
‘‘Regulation Best Execution’’, ‘‘Order Com-
petition Rule’’, and ‘‘Regulation NMS: Min-
imum Pricing Increments, Access Fees, and 
Transparency of Better Priced Order’’. 

SEC. 553. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Commission 
to compel a private company to make a pub-
lic offering under the Securities Act of 1933 
by amending the ‘‘held of record’’ definition 
under section 12(g)(1) of the Securities Ex-
change Act of 1934. 

SEC. 554. None of the funds made available 
by Act may be used by the Securities and 
Exchange Commission to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the rulemaking entitled 
‘‘Safeguarding Advisory Client Assets’’ (88 
Fed. Reg. 14672 (March 9, 2023)). 

SEC. 555. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used, during the 270- 
day period beginning on the date of enact-
ment of this Act, to collect, or implement 
any program that would collect, retail inves-
tor personally identifiable information (in 
this section referred to as ‘‘PII’’) by the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission, the Fi-
nancial Industry Regulatory Authority, the 
Consolidated Audit Trail, LLC, Customer Ac-
count Information System, or any other 
legal entity under Securities and Exchange 
Committee Rule 613. 

(b) The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall submit a report to Congress, not 
later than 270 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, on analysis of— 

(1) the privacy concerns, the constitu-
tionality, and the current law in the Federal 
judicial circuits and the Supreme Court re-
garding the legality of the collection of re-
tail investor PII by a regulator without any 
evidence of wrongdoing; and 

(2) whether Congress has given the SEC the 
implicit or explicit statutory authority to 
create a national database that collects the 
PII of retail investors. 

SEC. 556. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the rulemaking entitled 
‘‘Amendments Regarding the Definition of 
‘‘Exchange’’ and Alternative Trading Sys-
tems (ATSs) That Trade U.S. Treasury and 
Agency Securities, National Market System 
(NMS) Stocks, and Other Securities’’. 

SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses of the Selective 
Service System, including expenses of at-
tendance at meetings and of training for uni-

formed personnel assigned to the Selective 
Service System, as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 
4101–4118 for civilian employees; hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles; services as authorized 
by 5 U.S.C. 3109; and not to exceed $1,000 for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses; $31,300,000: Provided, That during the 
current fiscal year, the President may ex-
empt this appropriation from the provisions 
of 31 U.S.C. 1341, whenever the President 
deems such action to be necessary in the in-
terest of national defense: Provided further, 
That none of the funds appropriated by this 
Act may be expended for or in connection 
with the induction of any person into the 
Armed Forces of the United States. 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro-
vided for, of the Small Business Administra-
tion, including hire of passenger motor vehi-
cles as authorized by sections 1343 and 1344 of 
title 31, United States Code, and not to ex-
ceed $3,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses, $278,378,000, of which 
not less than $15,000,000 shall be available for 
examinations, reviews, and other lender 
oversight activities: Provided, That the Ad-
ministrator is authorized to charge fees to 
cover the cost of publications developed by 
the Small Business Administration, and cer-
tain loan program activities, including fees 
authorized by section 5(b) of the Small Busi-
ness Act: Provided further, That, notwith-
standing 31 U.S.C. 3302, revenues received 
from all such activities shall be credited to 
this account, to remain available until ex-
pended, for carrying out these purposes with-
out further appropriations: Provided further, 
That the Small Business Administration 
may accept gifts in an amount not to exceed 
$4,000,000 and may co-sponsor activities, each 
in accordance with section 132(a) of division 
K of Public Law 108–447, during fiscal year 
2024: Provided further, That $6,100,000 shall be 
available for the Loan Modernization and 
Accounting System, to be available until 
September 30, 2024: Provided further, That 
$20,500,000 shall be available for costs associ-
ated with the certification of small business 
concerns owned and controlled by veterans 
or service-disabled veterans under sections 
36A and 36 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 657f–1; 657f), respectively, and section 
862 of Public Law 116–283, to be available 
until September 30, 2024. 

ENTREPRENEURIAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

For necessary expenses of programs sup-
porting entrepreneurial and small business 
development, $299,250,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2024: Provided, That 
$140,000,000 shall be available to fund grants 
for performance in fiscal year 2024 or fiscal 
year 2025 as authorized by section 21 of the 
Small Business Act: Provided further, That 
$41,000,000 shall be for marketing, manage-
ment, and technical assistance under section 
7(m) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(m)(4)) by intermediaries that make 
microloans under the microloan program: 
Provided further, That $20,000,000 shall be 
available for grants to States to carry out 
export programs that assist small business 
concerns authorized under section 22(l) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 649(l)). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 

For necessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$32,020,000. 

OFFICE OF ADVOCACY 

For necessary expenses of the Office of Ad-
vocacy in carrying out the provisions of title 
II of Public Law 94–305 (15 U.S.C. 634a et seq.) 
and the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (5 
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U.S.C. 601 et seq.), $9,466,000, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

BUSINESS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 

For the cost of direct loans, $6,000,000, to 
remain available until expended: Provided, 
That such costs, including the cost of modi-
fying such loans, shall be as defined in sec-
tion 502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 
1974: Provided further, That subject to section 
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
during fiscal year 2024 commitments to guar-
antee loans under section 503 of the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 and commit-
ments for loans authorized under subpara-
graph (C) of section 502(7) of the Small Busi-
ness Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696(7)) 
shall not exceed, in the aggregate, 
$12,500,000,000: Provided further, That during 
fiscal year 2024 commitments for general 
business loans authorized under paragraphs 
(1) through (35) of section 7(a) of the Small 
Business Act shall not exceed $32,500,000,000 
for a combination of amortizing term loans 
and the aggregated maximum line of credit 
provided by revolving loans: Provided further, 
That during fiscal year 2024 commitments to 
guarantee loans for debentures under section 
303(b) of the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 shall not exceed $5,000,000,000: Pro-
vided further, That during fiscal year 2024, 
guarantees of trust certificates authorized 
by section 5(g) of the Small Business Act 
shall not exceed a principal amount of 
$15,000,000,000. In addition, for administrative 
expenses to carry out the direct and guaran-
teed loan programs, $163,000,000, which may 
be transferred to and merged with the appro-
priations for Salaries and Expenses. 

DISASTER LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For administrative expenses to carry out 
the direct loan program authorized by sec-
tion 7(b) of the Small Business Act, 
$178,000,000, to be available until expended, of 
which $1,600,000 is for the Office of Inspector 
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion for audits and reviews of disaster loans 
and the disaster loan programs and shall be 
transferred to and merged with the appro-
priations for the Office of Inspector General; 
of which $168,000,000 is for direct administra-
tive expenses of loan making and servicing 
to carry out the direct loan program, which 
may be transferred to and merged with the 
appropriations for Salaries and Expenses; 
and of which $8,400,000 is for indirect admin-
istrative expenses for the direct loan pro-
gram, which may be transferred to and 
merged with the appropriations for Salaries 
and Expenses: Provided, That, of the funds 
provided under this heading, $143,000,000 shall 
be for major disasters declared pursuant to 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122(2)): 
Provided further, That the amount for major 
disasters under this heading is designated by 
the Congress as being for disaster relief pur-
suant to section 251(b)(2)(D) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act 
of 1985. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—SMALL BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 560. Not to exceed 5 percent of any ap-
propriation made available for the current 
fiscal year for the Small Business Adminis-
tration in this Act may be transferred be-
tween such appropriations, but no such ap-
propriation shall be increased by more than 
10 percent by any such transfers: Provided, 
That any transfer pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be treated as a reprogramming of funds 
under section 608 of this Act and shall not be 
available for obligation or expenditure ex-

cept in compliance with the procedures set 
forth in that section. 

SEC. 561. Not to exceed 3 percent of any ap-
propriation made available in this Act for 
the Small Business Administration under 
the headings ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ and 
‘‘Business Loans Program Account’’ may be 
transferred to the Administration’s informa-
tion technology system modernization and 
working capital fund (IT WCF), as authorized 
by section 1077(b)(1) of title X of division A of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2018, for the purposes specified in 
section 1077(b)(3) of such Act, upon the ad-
vance approval of the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That amounts 
transferred to the IT WCF under this section 
shall remain available for obligation through 
September 30, 2027. 

SEC. 562. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out an en-
forcement action against a recipient of Fed-
eral assistance for a major disaster or emer-
gency under the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) in any case in which such 
recipient— 

(1) is unable to make monthly repayments 
for a duplication of benefits under section 312 
of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5155); 
and 

(2) has not yet received Community Devel-
opment Block Grant funds for which such re-
cipient is eligible. 

SEC. 563. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Small Busi-
ness Administration to further fund or trans-
fer funds to the Community Navigator Pilot 
Program established under section 5004 of 
the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (15 
U.S.C. 9013). 

SEC. 564. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Small Busi-
ness Administration to fund climate change 
initiatives. 

UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 
PAYMENT TO THE POSTAL SERVICE FUND 

For payment to the Postal Service Fund 
for revenue forgone on free and reduced rate 
mail, pursuant to subsections (c) and (d) of 
section 2401 of title 39, United States Code, 
$35,424,000: Provided, That mail for overseas 
voting and mail for the blind shall continue 
to be free: Provided further, That none of the 
funds made available to the Postal Service 
by this Act shall be used to implement any 
rule, regulation, or policy of charging any of-
ficer or employee of any State or local child 
support enforcement agency, or any indi-
vidual participating in a State or local pro-
gram of child support enforcement, a fee for 
information requested or provided con-
cerning an address of a postal customer: Pro-
vided further, That none of the funds provided 
in this Act shall be used to consolidate or 
close small rural and other small post of-
fices: Provided further, That the Postal Serv-
ice may not destroy, and shall continue to 
offer for sale, any copies of the Multi-
national Species Conservation Funds 
Semipostal Stamp, as authorized under the 
Multinational Species Conservation Funds 
Semipostal Stamp Act of 2010 (Public Law 
111–241). 

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses of the Office of In-

spector General in carrying out the provi-
sions of the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
$274,467,000, to be derived by transfer from 
the Postal Service Fund and expended as au-
thorized by section 603(b)(3) of the Postal Ac-
countability and Enhancement Act (Public 
Law 109–435). 

UNITED STATES TAX COURT 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For necessary expenses, including contract 

reporting and other services as authorized by 
5 U.S.C. 3109, and not to exceed $3,000 for offi-
cial reception and representation expenses, 
$46,375,000, of which $1,000,000 shall remain 
available until expended: Provided, That the 
amount made available under 26 U.S.C. 7475 
shall be transferred and added to any 
amounts available under 26 U.S.C. 7473, to re-
main available until expended, for the oper-
ation and maintenance of the United States 
Tax Court: Provided further, That travel ex-
penses of the judges shall be paid upon the 
written certificate of the judge. 

TITLE VI 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 

(INCLUDING RESCISSION OF FUNDS) 
SEC. 601. None of the funds in this Act shall 

be used for the planning or execution of any 
program to pay the expenses of, or otherwise 
compensate, non-Federal parties intervening 
in regulatory or adjudicatory proceedings 
funded in this Act. 

SEC. 602. None of the funds appropriated in 
this Act shall remain available for obliga-
tion beyond the current fiscal year, nor may 
any be transferred to other appropriations, 
except for transfers made pursuant to the 
authority in section 3173(d) of title 40, United 
States Code, unless expressly so provided 
herein. 

SEC. 603. The expenditure of any appropria-
tion under this Act for any consulting serv-
ice through procurement contract pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 3109, shall be limited to those 
contracts where such expenditures are a 
matter of public record and available for 
public inspection, except where otherwise 
provided under existing law, or under exist-
ing Executive order issued pursuant to exist-
ing law. 

SEC. 604. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be transferred to any depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the 
United States Government, except pursuant 
to a transfer made by, or transfer authority 
provided in, this Act or any other appropria-
tions Act. 

SEC. 605. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be available for any activ-
ity or for paying the salary of any Govern-
ment employee where funding an activity or 
paying a salary to a Government employee 
would result in a decision, determination, 
rule, regulation, or policy that would pro-
hibit the enforcement of section 307 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1307). 

SEC. 606. No funds appropriated pursuant to 
this Act may be expended by an entity un-
less the entity agrees that in expending the 
assistance the entity will comply with chap-
ter 83 of title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 607. No funds appropriated or other-
wise made available under this Act shall be 
made available to any person or entity that 
has been convicted of violating chapter 83 of 
title 41, United States Code. 

SEC. 608. Except as otherwise provided in 
this Act, none of the funds provided in this 
Act, provided by previous appropriations 
Acts to the agencies or entities funded in 
this Act that remain available for obligation 
or expenditure in fiscal year 2024, or provided 
from any accounts in the Treasury derived 
by the collection of fees and available to the 
agencies funded by this Act, shall be avail-
able for obligation or expenditure through a 
reprogramming of funds that: (1) creates a 
new program; (2) eliminates a program, 
project, or activity; (3) increases funds or 
personnel for any program, project, or activ-
ity for which funds have been denied or re-
stricted by the Congress; (4) proposes to use 
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funds directed for a specific activity by the 
Committee on Appropriations of either the 
House of Representatives or the Senate for a 
different purpose; (5) augments existing pro-
grams, projects, or activities in excess of 
$5,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less; (6) 
reduces existing programs, projects, or ac-
tivities by $5,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever 
is less; or (7) creates or reorganizes offices, 
programs, or activities unless prior approval 
is received from the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate: Provided, That prior to any 
significant reorganization, restructuring, re-
location, or closing of offices, programs, or 
activities, each agency or entity funded in 
this Act shall consult with the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate: Provided further, That 
not later than 60 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, each agency funded by 
this Act shall submit a report to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives and the Senate to establish 
the baseline for application of reprogram-
ming and transfer authorities for the current 
fiscal year: Provided further, That at a min-
imum the report shall include: (1) a table for 
each appropriation, detailing both full-time 
employee equivalents and budget authority, 
with separate columns to display the prior 
year enacted level, the President’s budget re-
quest, adjustments made by Congress, ad-
justments due to enacted rescissions, if ap-
propriate, and the fiscal year enacted level; 
(2) a delineation in the table for each appro-
priation and its respective prior year enacted 
level by object class and program, project, 
and activity as detailed in this Act, in the 
accompanying report, or in the budget ap-
pendix for the respective appropriation, 
whichever is more detailed, and which shall 
apply to all items for which a dollar amount 
is specified and to all programs for which 
new budget authority is provided, as well as 
to discretionary grants and discretionary 
grant allocations; and (3) an identification of 
items of special congressional interest: Pro-
vided further, That the amount appropriated 
or limited for salaries and expenses for an 
agency shall be reduced by $100,000 per day 
for each day after the required date that the 
report has not been submitted to the Con-
gress. 

SEC. 609. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law, not to exceed 50 percent of 
unobligated balances remaining available at 
the end of fiscal year 2024 from appropria-
tions made available for salaries and ex-
penses for fiscal year 2024 in this Act, shall 
remain available through September 30, 2025, 
for each such account for the purposes au-
thorized: Provided, That a request shall be 
submitted to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate for approval prior to the expendi-
ture of such funds: Provided further, That 
these requests shall be made in compliance 
with reprogramming guidelines. 

SEC. 610. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used by the Execu-
tive Office of the President to request— 

(1) any official background investigation 
report on any individual from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; or 

(2) a determination with respect to the 
treatment of an organization as described in 
section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 and exempt from taxation under sec-
tion 501(a) of such Code from the Department 
of the Treasury or the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall not apply— 
(1) in the case of an official background in-

vestigation report, if such individual has 
given express written consent for such re-
quest not more than 6 months prior to the 
date of such request and during the same 
presidential administration; or 

(2) if such request is required due to ex-
traordinary circumstances involving na-
tional security. 

SEC. 611. The cost accounting standards 
promulgated under chapter 15 of title 41, 
United States Code shall not apply with re-
spect to a contract under the Federal Em-
ployees Health Benefits Program established 
under chapter 89 of title 5, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 612. For the purpose of resolving liti-
gation and implementing any settlement 
agreements regarding the nonforeign area 
cost-of-living allowance program, the Office 
of Personnel Management may accept and 
utilize (without regard to any restriction on 
unanticipated travel expenses imposed in an 
appropriations Act) funds made available to 
the Office of Personnel Management pursu-
ant to court approval. 

SEC. 613. No funds appropriated by this Act 
shall be available to pay for an abortion, or 
the administrative expenses in connection 
with any health plan under the Federal em-
ployees health benefits program which pro-
vides any benefits or coverage for abortions. 

SEC. 614. The provision of section 613 shall 
not apply where the life of the mother would 
be endangered if the fetus were carried to 
term, or the pregnancy is the result of an act 
of rape or incest. 

SEC. 615. In order to promote Government 
access to commercial information tech-
nology, the restriction on purchasing non-
domestic articles, materials, and supplies set 
forth in chapter 83 of title 41, United States 
Code (popularly known as the Buy American 
Act), shall not apply to the acquisition by 
the Federal Government of information 
technology (as defined in section 11101 of 
title 40, United States Code), that is a com-
mercial item (as defined in section 103 of 
title 41, United States Code). 

SEC. 616. Notwithstanding section 1353 of 
title 31, United States Code, no officer or em-
ployee of any regulatory agency or commis-
sion funded by this Act may accept on behalf 
of that agency, nor may such agency or com-
mission accept, payment or reimbursement 
from a non-Federal entity for travel, subsist-
ence, or related expenses for the purpose of 
enabling an officer or employee to attend 
and participate in any meeting or similar 
function relating to the official duties of the 
officer or employee when the entity offering 
payment or reimbursement is a person or en-
tity subject to regulation by such agency or 
commission, or represents a person or entity 
subject to regulation by such agency or com-
mission, unless the person or entity is an or-
ganization described in section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and ex-
empt from tax under section 501(a) of such 
Code. 

SEC. 617. (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, an Executive agency cov-
ered by this Act otherwise authorized to 
enter into contracts for either leases or the 
construction or alteration of real property 
for office, meeting, storage, or other space 
must consult with the General Services Ad-
ministration before issuing a solicitation for 
offers of new leases or construction con-
tracts, and in the case of succeeding leases, 
before entering into negotiations with the 
current lessor. 

(2) Any such agency with authority to 
enter into an emergency lease may do so 
during any period declared by the President 
to require emergency leasing authority with 
respect to such agency. 

(b) For purposes of this section, the term 
‘‘Executive agency covered by this Act’’ 
means any Executive agency provided funds 
by this Act, but does not include the General 
Services Administration or the United 
States Postal Service. 

SEC. 618. (a) There are appropriated for the 
following activities the amounts required 
under current law: 

(1) Compensation of the President (3 U.S.C. 
102). 

(2) Payments to— 
(A) the Judicial Officers’ Retirement Fund 

(28 U.S.C. 377(o)); 
(B) the Judicial Survivors’ Annuities Fund 

(28 U.S.C. 376(c)); and 
(C) the United States Court of Federal 

Claims Judges’ Retirement Fund (28 U.S.C. 
178(l)). 

(3) Payment of Government contribu-
tions— 

(A) with respect to the health benefits of 
retired employees, as authorized by chapter 
89 of title 5, United States Code, and the Re-
tired Federal Employees Health Benefits Act 
(74 Stat. 849); and 

(B) with respect to the life insurance bene-
fits for employees retiring after December 
31, 1989 (5 U.S.C. ch. 87). 

(4) Payment to finance the unfunded liabil-
ity of new and increased annuity benefits 
under the Civil Service Retirement and Dis-
ability Fund (5 U.S.C. 8348). 

(5) Payment of annuities authorized to be 
paid from the Civil Service Retirement and 
Disability Fund by statutory provisions 
other than subchapter III of chapter 83 or 
chapter 84 of title 5, United States Code. 

(b) Nothing in this section may be con-
strued to exempt any amount appropriated 
by this section from any otherwise applica-
ble limitation on the use of funds contained 
in this Act. 

SEC. 619. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by the Federal Trade 
Commission to complete the draft report en-
titled ‘‘Interagency Working Group on Food 
Marketed to Children: Preliminary Proposed 
Nutrition Principles to Guide Industry Self-Reg-
ulatory Efforts’’ unless the Interagency Work-
ing Group on Food Marketed to Children 
complies with Executive Order No. 13563. 

SEC. 620. (a) The head of each executive 
branch agency funded by this Act shall en-
sure that the Chief Information Officer of 
the agency has the authority to participate 
in decisions regarding the budget planning 
process related to information technology. 

(b) Amounts appropriated for any execu-
tive branch agency funded by this Act that 
are available for information technology 
shall be allocated within the agency, con-
sistent with the provisions of appropriations 
Acts and budget guidelines and recommenda-
tions from the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, in such manner as 
specified by, or approved by, the Chief Infor-
mation Officer of the agency in consultation 
with the Chief Financial Officer of the agen-
cy and budget officials. 

SEC. 621. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
chapter 29, 31, or 33 of title 44, United States 
Code. 

SEC. 622. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used by a governmental 
entity to require the disclosure by a provider 
of electronic communication service to the 
public or remote computing service of the 
contents of a wire or electronic communica-
tion that is in electronic storage with the 
provider (as such terms are defined in sec-
tions 2510 and 2711 of title 18, United States 
Code) in a manner that violates the Fourth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States. 

SEC. 623. No funds provided in this Act 
shall be used to deny an Inspector General 
funded under this Act timely access to any 
records, documents, or other materials avail-
able to the department or agency over which 
that Inspector General has responsibilities 
under chapter 4 of title 5, United States 
Code, or to prevent or impede that Inspector 
General’s access to such records, documents, 
or other materials, under any provision of 
law, except a provision of law that expressly 
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refers to the Inspector General and expressly 
limits the Inspector General’s right of ac-
cess. A department or agency covered by this 
section shall provide its Inspector General 
with access to all such records, documents, 
and other materials in a timely manner. 
Each Inspector General shall ensure compli-
ance with statutory limitations on disclo-
sure relevant to the information provided by 
the establishment over which that Inspector 
General has responsibilities under the chap-
ter 4 of title 5, United States Code. Each In-
spector General covered by this section shall 
report to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate within five calendar days any failures to 
comply with this requirement. 

SEC. 624. None of the funds appropriated by 
this Act may be used by the Federal Commu-
nications Commission to modify, amend, or 
change the rules or regulations of the Com-
mission for universal service high-cost sup-
port for competitive eligible telecommuni-
cations carriers in a way that is inconsistent 
with paragraph (e)(5) or (e)(6) of section 
54.307 of title 47, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, as in effect on July 15, 2015: Provided, 
That this section shall not prohibit the Com-
mission from considering, developing, or 
adopting other support mechanisms as an al-
ternative to Mobility Fund Phase II: Pro-
vided further, That any such alternative 
mechanism shall maintain existing high-cost 
support to competitive eligible tele-
communications carriers until support under 
such mechanism commences. 

SEC. 625. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act may be used to maintain or 
establish a computer network unless such 
network blocks the viewing, downloading, 
and exchanging of pornography. 

(b) Nothing in subsection (a) shall limit 
the use of funds necessary for any Federal, 
State, Tribal, or local law enforcement agen-
cy or any other entity carrying out criminal 
investigations, prosecution, adjudication ac-
tivities, or other law enforcement- or victim 
assistance-related activity. 

SEC. 626. None of the funds appropriated or 
other-wise made available by this Act may 
be used to pay award or incentive fees for 
contractors whose performance has been 
judged to be below satisfactory, behind 
schedule, over budget, or has failed to meet 
the basic requirements of a contract, unless 
the Agency determines that any such devi-
ations are due to unforeseeable events, gov-
ernment-driven scope changes, or are not 
significant within the overall scope of the 
project and/or program and unless such 
awards or incentive fees are consistent with 
section 16.401(e)(2) of the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation. 

SEC. 627. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able under this Act may be used to pay for 
travel and conference activities that result 
in a total cost to an Executive branch de-
partment, agency, board, or commission 
funded by this Act of more than $500,000 at 
any single conference unless the agency or 
entity determines that such attendance is in 
the national interest and advance notice is 
transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate that includes the basis of 
that determination. 

(b) None of the funds made available under 
this Act may be used to pay for the travel to 
or attendance of more than 50 employees, 
who are stationed in the United States, at 
any single conference occurring outside the 
United States unless the agency or entity de-
termines that such attendance is in the na-
tional interest and advance notice is trans-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate that includes the basis of that deter-
mination. 

SEC. 628. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for first-class or 
business-class travel by the employees of ex-
ecutive branch agencies funded by this Act 
in contravention of sections 301–10.122 
through 301–10.125 of title 41, Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

SEC. 629. In addition to any amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available for ex-
penses related to enhancements to 
www.oversight.gov, $850,000, to remain avail-
able until expended, shall be provided for an 
additional amount for such purpose to the 
Inspectors General Council Fund established 
pursuant to section 11(c)(3)(B) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978: Provided, That these 
amounts shall be in addition to any amounts 
or any authority available to the Council of 
the Inspectors General on Integrity and Effi-
ciency under section 424 of title 5, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 630. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be obligated on contracts in 
excess of $5,000 for public relations, as that 
term is defined in Office and Management 
and Budget Circular A–87 (revised May 10, 
2004), unless advance notice of such an obli-
gation is transmitted to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

SEC. 631. Federal agencies funded under 
this Act shall clearly state within the text, 
audio, or video used for advertising or edu-
cational purposes, including emails or Inter-
net postings, that the communication is 
printed, published, or produced and dissemi-
nated at U.S. taxpayer expense. The funds 
used by a Federal agency to carry out this 
requirement shall be derived from amounts 
made available to the agency for advertising 
or other communications regarding the pro-
grams and activities of the agency. 

SEC. 632. When issuing statements, press 
releases, requests for proposals, bid solicita-
tions and other documents describing 
projects or programs funded in whole or in 
part with Federal money, all grantees re-
ceiving Federal funds included in this Act, 
shall clearly state— 

(1) the percentage of the total costs of the 
program or project which will be financed 
with Federal money; 

(2) the dollar amount of Federal funds for 
the project or program; and 

(3) percentage and dollar amount of the 
total costs of the project or program that 
will be financed by non-governmental 
sources. 

SEC. 633. None of the funds made available 
by this Act shall be used by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to finalize, issue, 
or implement any rule, regulation, or order 
regarding the disclosure of political con-
tributions, contributions to tax exempt orga-
nizations, or dues paid to trade associations. 

SEC. 634. Not later than 45 days after the 
last day of each quarter, each agency funded 
in this Act shall submit to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate a quarterly budget re-
port that includes total obligations of the 
Agency for that quarter for each appropria-
tion, by the source year of the appropriation. 

SEC. 635. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to procure electric 
vehicles, electric vehicle batteries, electric 
vehicle charging stations or infrastructure. 

SEC. 636. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out section 
205 of Executive Order No. 14008 (relating to 
tackling climate crisis at home and abroad) 
until a stable supply of domestic-mined crit-
ical minerals can be achieved. 

SEC. 637. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to carry out any 
program, project, or activity that promotes 
or advances Critical Race Theory or any con-
cept associated with Critical Race Theory. 

SEC. 638. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act may be 
made available to implement, administer, 
apply, enforce, or carry out the Equity Ac-
tion Plans of the Department of Treasury, 
the Federal Communications Commission, 
the General Services Administration, the Of-
fice of Personnel Management or any other 
Federal agency diversity, equity, or inclu-
sion initiative, as well as Executive Order 
No. 13985 of January 20, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 
7009, relating to advancing racial equity and 
support for underserved communities 
through the Federal Government), Executive 
Order No. 14035 of June 21, 2021 (86 Fed. Reg. 
34596, relating to diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and accessibility in the Federal workforce), 
or Executive Order No. 14091 of February 16, 
2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 10825, relating to further 
advancing racial equity and support for un-
derserved communities through the Federal 
Government). 

SEC. 639. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be made available to sup-
port, directly or indirectly, the Wuhan Insti-
tute of Virology, or any laboratory owned or 
controlled by the governments of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, the Republic of 
Cuba, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the 
Russian Federation, the Bolivarian Republic 
of Venezuela under the regime of Nicolás 
Maduro Moros, or any other country deter-
mined by the Secretary of State to be a for-
eign adversary. 

SEC. 640. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used to enforce 
the requirements in section 316(b)(4)(D) of 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 
1971 (52 U.S.C. 30118(b)(4)(D)) that the solici-
tation of contributions from member 
corporations stockholders and execu-
tive or administrative personnel, and 
the families of such stockholders or 
personnel, by trade associations must 
be separately and specifically ap-
proved by the member corporation in-
volved prior to such solicitation, and 
that such member corporation does not 
approve any such solicitation by more 
than one such trade association in any 
calendar year. 

SEC. 641. (a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding 
section 7 of title 1, United States Code, sec-
tion 1738C of title 28, United States Code, or 
any other provision of law, none of the funds 
provided by this Act or any other Act shall 
be used in whole or in part to take any dis-
criminatory action against a person, wholly 
or partially, on the basis that such person 
speaks, or acts, in accordance with a sin-
cerely held religious belief, or moral convic-
tion, that marriage is, or should be recog-
nized as, a union of one man and one woman. 

(b) DISCRIMINATORY ACTION DEFINED.—As 
used in subsection (a), a discriminatory ac-
tion means any action taken by the Federal 
Government to— 

(1) alter in any way the Federal tax treat-
ment of, or cause any tax, penalty, or pay-
ment to be assessed against, or deny, delay, 
or revoke an exemption from taxation under 
section 501(a) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 of, any person referred to in sub-
section (a); 

(2) disallow a deduction for Federal tax 
purposes of any charitable contribution 
made to or by such person; 

(3) withhold, reduce the amount or funding 
for, exclude, terminate, or otherwise make 
unavailable or deny, any Federal grant, con-
tract, subcontract, cooperative agreement, 
guarantee, loan, scholarship, license, certifi-
cation, accreditation, employment, or other 
similar position or status from or to such 
person; 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:45 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A08NO7.002 H08NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5575 November 8, 2023 
(4) withhold, reduce, exclude, terminate, or 

otherwise make unavailable or deny, any en-
titlement or benefit under a Federal benefit 
program, including admission to, equal 
treatment in, or eligibility for a degree from 
an educational program, from or to such per-
son; or 

(c) ACCREDITATION; LICENSURE; CERTIFI-
CATION.—The Federal Government shall con-
sider accredited, licensed, or certified for 
purposes of Federal law any person that 
would be accredited, licensed, or certified, 
respectively, for such purposes but for a de-
termination against such person wholly or 
partially on the basis that the person speaks, 
or acts, in accordance with a sincerely held 
religious belief or moral conviction described 
in subsection (a). 

SEC. 642. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able in Public Law 117-169, $6,065,000,000 
available under section 10301(1)(A)(ii); 
$4,101,000,000 available under section 
10301(1)(A)(iii); and $3,210,000,000 available 
under sections 60502, 60503, and 60504 as of the 
date of the enactment of this Act are re-
scinded. 

TITLE VII 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—GOVERNMENT- 
WIDE 

DEPARTMENTS, AGENCIES, AND CORPORATIONS 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 701. No department, agency, or instru-
mentality of the United States receiving ap-
propriated funds under this or any other Act 
for fiscal year 2024 shall obligate or expend 
any such funds, unless such department, 
agency, or instrumentality has in place, and 
will continue to administer in good faith, a 
written policy designed to ensure that all of 
its workplaces are free from the illegal use, 
possession, or distribution of controlled sub-
stances (as defined in the Controlled Sub-
stances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)) by the officers 
and employees of such department, agency, 
or instrumentality. 

SEC. 702. Unless otherwise specifically pro-
vided, the maximum amount allowable dur-
ing the current fiscal year in accordance 
with section 1343(c) of title 31, United States 
Code, for the purchase of any passenger 
motor vehicle (exclusive of buses, ambu-
lances, law enforcement vehicles, protective 
vehicles, and undercover surveillance vehi-
cles), is hereby fixed at $30,126 except station 
wagons for which the maximum shall be 
$31,266: Provided, That these limits may be 
exceeded by not to exceed $7,775 for police- 
type vehicles: Provided further, That the lim-
its set forth in this section may not be ex-
ceeded by more than 5 percent for electric or 
hybrid vehicles purchased for demonstration 
under the provisions of the Electric and Hy-
brid Vehicle Research, Development, and 
Demonstration Act of 1976: Provided further, 
That the limits set forth in this section may 
be exceeded by the incremental cost of clean 
alternative fuels vehicles acquired pursuant 
to Public Law 101–549 over the cost of com-
parable conventionally fueled vehicles: Pro-
vided further, That the limits set forth in this 
section shall not apply to any vehicle that is 
a commercial item and which operates on al-
ternative fuel, including but not limited to 
electric, plug-in hybrid electric, and hydro-
gen fuel cell vehicles. 

SEC. 703. Appropriations of the executive 
departments and independent establishments 
for the current fiscal year available for ex-
penses of travel, or for the expenses of the 
activity concerned, are hereby made avail-
able for quarters allowances and cost-of-liv-
ing allowances, in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 
5922–5924. 

SEC. 704. Unless otherwise specified in law 
during the current fiscal year, no part of any 
appropriation contained in this or any other 

Act shall be used to pay the compensation of 
any officer or employee of the Government 
of the United States (including any agency 
the majority of the stock of which is owned 
by the Government of the United States) 
whose post of duty is in the continental 
United States unless such person: (1) is a cit-
izen of the United States; (2) is a person who 
is lawfully admitted for permanent residence 
and is seeking citizenship as outlined in 8 
U.S.C. 1324b(a)(3)(B); (3) is a person who is 
admitted as a refugee under 8 U.S.C. 1157 or 
is granted asylum under 8 U.S.C. 1158 and has 
filed a declaration of intention to become a 
lawful permanent resident and then a citizen 
when eligible; or (4) is a person who owes al-
legiance to the United States: Provided, That 
for purposes of this section, affidavits signed 
by any such person shall be considered prima 
facie evidence that the requirements of this 
section with respect to his or her status are 
being complied with: Provided further, That 
for purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3) such af-
fidavits shall be submitted prior to employ-
ment and updated thereafter as necessary: 
Provided further, That any person making a 
false affidavit shall be guilty of a felony, and 
upon conviction, shall be fined no more than 
$4,000 or imprisoned for not more than 1 
year, or both: Provided further, That the 
above penal clause shall be in addition to, 
and not in substitution for, any other provi-
sions of existing law: Provided further, That 
any payment made to any officer or em-
ployee contrary to the provisions of this sec-
tion shall be recoverable in action by the 
Federal Government: Provided further, That 
this section shall not apply to any person 
who is an officer or employee of the Govern-
ment of the United States on the date of en-
actment of this Act, or to international 
broadcasters employed by the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors, or to temporary employ-
ment of translators, or to temporary em-
ployment in the field service (not to exceed 
60 days) as a result of emergencies: Provided 
further, That this section does not apply to 
the employment as Wildland firefighters for 
not more than 120 days of nonresident aliens 
employed by the Department of the Interior 
or the USDA Forest Service pursuant to an 
agreement with another country. 

SEC. 705. Appropriations available to any 
department or agency during the current fis-
cal year for necessary expenses, including 
maintenance or operating expenses, shall 
also be available for payment to the General 
Services Administration for charges for 
space and services and those expenses of ren-
ovation and alteration of buildings and fa-
cilities which constitute public improve-
ments performed in accordance with the 
Public Buildings Act of 1959 (73 Stat. 479), 
the Public Buildings Amendments of 1972 (86 
Stat. 216), or other applicable law. 

SEC. 706. In addition to funds provided in 
this or any other Act, all Federal agencies 
are authorized to receive and use funds re-
sulting from the sale of materials, including 
Federal records disposed of pursuant to a 
records schedule recovered through recycling 
or waste prevention programs. Such funds 
shall be available until expended for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

(1) Acquisition, waste reduction and pre-
vention, and recycling programs as described 
in Executive Order No. 14057 (December 8, 
2021), including any such programs adopted 
prior to the effective date of the Executive 
Order. 

(2) Other Federal agency environmental 
management programs, including, but not 
limited to, the development and implemen-
tation of hazardous waste management and 
pollution prevention programs. 

(3) Other employee programs as authorized 
by law or as deemed appropriate by the head 
of the Federal agency. 

SEC. 707. Funds made available by this or 
any other Act for administrative expenses in 
the current fiscal year of the corporations 
and agencies subject to chapter 91 of title 31, 
United States Code, shall be available, in ad-
dition to objects for which such funds are 
otherwise available, for rent in the District 
of Columbia; services in accordance with 5 
U.S.C. 3109; and the objects specified under 
this head, all the provisions of which shall be 
applicable to the expenditure of such funds 
unless otherwise specified in the Act by 
which they are made available: Provided, 
That in the event any functions budgeted as 
administrative expenses are subsequently 
transferred to or paid from other funds, the 
limitations on administrative expenses shall 
be correspondingly reduced. 

SEC. 708. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be 
available for interagency financing of boards 
(except Federal Executive Boards), commis-
sions, councils, committees, or similar 
groups (whether or not they are interagency 
entities) which do not have a prior and spe-
cific statutory approval to receive financial 
support from more than one agency or in-
strumentality. 

SEC. 709. None of the funds made available 
pursuant to the provisions of this or any 
other Act shall be used to implement, admin-
ister, or enforce any regulation which has 
been disapproved pursuant to a joint resolu-
tion duly adopted in accordance with the ap-
plicable law of the United States. 

SEC. 710. During the period in which the 
head of any department or agency, or any 
other officer or civilian employee of the Fed-
eral Government appointed by the President 
of the United States, holds office, no funds 
may be obligated or expended in excess of 
$5,000 to furnish or redecorate the office of 
such department head, agency head, officer, 
or employee, or to purchase furniture or 
make improvements for any such office, un-
less advance notice of such furnishing or re-
decoration is transmitted to the Committees 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives and the Senate. For the purposes of 
this section, the term ‘‘office’’ shall include 
the entire suite of offices assigned to the in-
dividual, as well as any other space used pri-
marily by the individual or the use of which 
is directly controlled by the individual. 

SEC. 711. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346, or 
section 708 of this Act, funds made available 
for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act shall be available for the inter-
agency funding of national security and 
emergency preparedness telecommunications 
initiatives which benefit multiple Federal 
departments, agencies, or entities, as pro-
vided by Executive Order No. 13618 (July 6, 
2012). 

SEC. 712. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able by this or any other Act may be obli-
gated or expended by any department, agen-
cy, or other instrumentality of the Federal 
Government to pay the salaries or expenses 
of any individual appointed to a position of 
a confidential or policy-determining char-
acter that is excepted from the competitive 
service under section 3302 of title 5, United 
States Code, (pursuant to schedule C of sub-
part C of part 213 of title 5 of the Code of 
Federal Regulations) unless the head of the 
applicable department, agency, or other in-
strumentality employing such schedule C in-
dividual certifies to the Director of the Of-
fice of Personnel Management that the 
schedule C position occupied by the indi-
vidual was not created solely or primarily in 
order to detail the individual to the White 
House. 

(b) The provisions of this section shall not 
apply to Federal employees or members of 
the armed forces detailed to or from an ele-
ment of the intelligence community (as that 
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term is defined under section 3(4) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3003(4))). 

SEC. 713. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be 
available for the payment of the salary of 
any officer or employee of the Federal Gov-
ernment, who— 

(1) prohibits or prevents, or attempts or 
threatens to prohibit or prevent, any other 
officer or employee of the Federal Govern-
ment from having any direct oral or written 
communication or contact with any Member, 
committee, or subcommittee of the Congress 
in connection with any matter pertaining to 
the employment of such other officer or em-
ployee or pertaining to the department or 
agency of such other officer or employee in 
any way, irrespective of whether such com-
munication or contact is at the initiative of 
such other officer or employee or in response 
to the request or inquiry of such Member, 
committee, or subcommittee; 

(2) removes, suspends from duty without 
pay, demotes, reduces in rank, seniority, sta-
tus, pay, or performance or efficiency rating, 
denies promotion to, relocates, reassigns, 
transfers, disciplines, or discriminates in re-
gard to any employment right, entitlement, 
or benefit, or any term or condition of em-
ployment of, any other officer or employee 
of the Federal Government, or attempts or 
threatens to commit any of the foregoing ac-
tions with respect to such other officer or 
employee, by reason of any communication 
or contact of such other officer or employee 
with any Member, committee, or sub-
committee of the Congress as described in 
paragraph (1); 

(3) unjustifiably refuses to comply with a 
duly issued and valid congressional sub-
poena. 

SEC. 714. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any other Act may be obli-
gated or expended for any employee training 
that— 

(1) does not meet identified needs for 
knowledge, skills, and abilities bearing di-
rectly upon the performance of official du-
ties; 

(2) contains elements likely to induce high 
levels of emotional response or psychological 
stress in some participants; 

(3) does not require prior employee notifi-
cation of the content and methods to be used 
in the training and written end of course 
evaluation; 

(4) contains any methods or content associ-
ated with religious or quasi-religious belief 
systems or ‘‘new age’’ belief systems as de-
fined in Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission Notice N–915.022, dated Sep-
tember 2, 1988; or 

(5) is offensive to, or designed to change, 
participants’ personal values or lifestyle out-
side the workplace. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall prohibit, 
restrict, or otherwise preclude an agency 
from conducting training bearing directly 
upon the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 715. No part of any funds appropriated 
in this or any other Act shall be used by an 
agency of the executive branch, other than 
for normal and recognized executive-legisla-
tive relationships, for publicity or propa-
ganda purposes, and for the preparation, dis-
tribution or use of any kit, pamphlet, book-
let, publication, radio, television, or film 
presentation designed to support or defeat 
legislation pending before the Congress, ex-
cept in presentation to the Congress itself. 

SEC. 716. None of the funds appropriated by 
this or any other Act may be used by an 
agency to provide a Federal employee’s 
home address to any labor organization ex-
cept when the employee has authorized such 
disclosure or when such disclosure has been 
ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

SEC. 717. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to pro-
vide any non-public information such as 
mailing, telephone, or electronic mailing 
lists to any person or any organization out-
side of the Federal Government without the 
approval of the Committees on Appropria-
tions of the House of Representatives and 
the Senate. 

SEC. 718. No part of any appropriation con-
tained in this or any other Act shall be used 
directly or indirectly, including by private 
contractor, for publicity or propaganda pur-
poses within the United States not here-
tofore authorized by Congress. 

SEC. 719. (a) In this section, the term 
‘‘agency’’— 

(1) means an Executive agency, as defined 
under 5 U.S.C. 105; 

(2) includes a military department, as de-
fined under section 102 of such title; and 

(3) includes the United States Postal Serv-
ice. 

(b) Unless authorized in accordance with 
law or regulations to use such time for other 
purposes, an employee of an agency shall use 
official time in an honest effort to perform 
official duties. An employee not under a 
leave system, including a Presidential ap-
pointee exempted under 5 U.S.C. 6301(2), has 
an obligation to expend an honest effort and 
a reasonable proportion of such employee’s 
time in the performance of official duties. 

SEC. 720. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346 
and section 708 of this Act, funds made avail-
able for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act to any department or agency, 
which is a member of the Federal Account-
ing Standards Advisory Board (FASAB), 
shall be available to finance an appropriate 
share of FASAB administrative costs. 

SEC. 721. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346 
and section 708 of this Act, the head of each 
Executive department and agency is hereby 
authorized to transfer to or reimburse ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Government- 
wide Policy’’ with the approval of the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
funds made available for the current fiscal 
year by this or any other Act, including re-
bates from charge card and other contracts: 
Provided, That these funds shall be adminis-
tered by the Administrator of General Serv-
ices to support Government-wide and other 
multi-agency financial, information tech-
nology, procurement, and other management 
innovations, initiatives, and activities, in-
cluding improving coordination and reducing 
duplication, as approved by the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, in 
consultation with the appropriate inter-
agency and multi-agency groups designated 
by the Director (including the President’s 
Management Council for overall manage-
ment improvement initiatives, the Chief Fi-
nancial Officers Council for financial man-
agement initiatives, the Chief Information 
Officers Council for information technology 
initiatives, the Chief Human Capital Officers 
Council for human capital initiatives, the 
Chief Acquisition Officers Council for pro-
curement initiatives, and the Performance 
Improvement Council for performance im-
provement initiatives): Provided further, 
That the total funds transferred or reim-
bursed shall not exceed $15,000,000 to improve 
coordination, reduce duplication, and for 
other activities related to Federal Govern-
ment Priority Goals established by 31 U.S.C. 
1120, and not to exceed $17,000,000 for Govern-
ment-wide innovations, initiatives, and ac-
tivities: Provided further, That the funds 
transferred to or for reimbursement of ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Government- 
Wide Policy’’ during fiscal year 2024 shall re-
main available for obligation through Sep-
tember 30, 2025: Provided further, That not 
later than 90 days after enactment of this 

Act, the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, in consultation with the 
Administrator of General Services, shall sub-
mit to the Committees on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate, and the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability 
of the House of Representatives a detailed 
spend plan for the funds to be transferred or 
reimbursed: Provided further, That the spend 
plan shall, at a minimum, include: (I) the 
amounts currently in the funds authorized 
under this section and the estimate of 
amounts to be transferred or reimbursed in 
fiscal year 2024; (ii) a detailed breakdown of 
the purposes for all funds estimated to be 
transferred or reimbursed pursuant to this 
section (including total number of personnel 
and costs for all staff whose salaries are pro-
vided for by this section); (iii) where applica-
ble, a description of the funds intended for 
use by or for the benefit of each executive 
council; and (iv) where applicable, a descrip-
tion of the funds intended for use by or for 
the implementation of specific laws passed 
by Congress: Provided further, That no trans-
fers or reimbursements may be made pursu-
ant to this section until 15 days following 
notification of the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate by the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

SEC. 722. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, a woman may breastfeed her 
child at any location in a Federal building or 
on Federal property, if the woman and her 
child are otherwise authorized to be present 
at the location. 

SEC. 723. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346, or 
section 708 of this Act, funds made available 
for the current fiscal year by this or any 
other Act shall be available for the inter-
agency funding of specific projects, work-
shops, studies, and similar efforts to carry 
out the purposes of the National Science and 
Technology Council (authorized by Execu-
tive Order No. 12881), which benefit multiple 
Federal departments, agencies, or entities: 
Provided, That the Office of Management and 
Budget shall provide a report describing the 
budget of and resources connected with the 
National Science and Technology Council to 
the Committees on Appropriations, the 
House Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology, and the Senate Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation 90 
days after enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 724. Any request for proposals, solici-
tation, grant application, form, notification, 
press release, or other publications involving 
the distribution of Federal funds shall com-
ply with any relevant requirements in part 
200 of title 2, Code of Federal Regulations: 
Provided, That this section shall apply to di-
rect payments, formula funds, and grants re-
ceived by a State receiving Federal funds. 

SEC. 725. (a) PROHIBITION OF FEDERAL AGEN-
CY MONITORING OF INDIVIDUALS’ INTERNET 
USE.—None of the funds made available in 
this or any other Act may be used by any 
Federal agency— 

(1) to collect, review, or create any aggre-
gation of data, derived from any means, that 
includes any personally identifiable informa-
tion relating to an individual’s access to or 
use of any Federal Government Internet site 
of the agency; or 

(2) to enter into any agreement with a 
third party (including another government 
agency) to collect, review, or obtain any ag-
gregation of data, derived from any means, 
that includes any personally identifiable in-
formation relating to an individual’s access 
to or use of any nongovernmental Internet 
site. 

(b) EXCEPTIONS.—The limitations estab-
lished in subsection (a) shall not apply to— 
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(1) any record of aggregate data that does 

not identify particular persons; 
(2) any voluntary submission of personally 

identifiable information; 
(3) any action taken for law enforcement, 

regulatory, or supervisory purposes, in ac-
cordance with applicable law; or 

(4) any action described in subsection (a)(1) 
that is a system security action taken by the 
operator of an Internet site and is nec-
essarily incident to providing the Internet 
site services or to protecting the rights or 
property of the provider of the Internet site. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this 
section: 

(1) The term ‘‘regulatory’’ means agency 
actions to implement, interpret or enforce 
authorities provided in law. 

(2) The term ‘‘supervisory’’ means exami-
nations of the agency’s supervised institu-
tions, including assessing safety and sound-
ness, overall financial condition, manage-
ment practices and policies and compliance 
with applicable standards as provided in law. 

SEC. 726. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act may be used to enter into or 
renew a contract which includes a provision 
providing prescription drug coverage, except 
where the contract also includes a provision 
for contraceptive coverage. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall apply to a 
contract with— 

(1) any of the following religious plans: 
(A) Personal Care’s HMO; and 
(B) OSF HealthPlans, Inc.; and 
(2) any existing or future plan, if the car-

rier for the plan objects to such coverage on 
the basis of religious beliefs. 

(c) In implementing this section, any plan 
that enters into or renews a contract under 
this section may not subject any individual 
to discrimination on the basis that the indi-
vidual refuses to prescribe or otherwise pro-
vide for contraceptives because such activi-
ties would be contrary to the individual’s re-
ligious beliefs or moral convictions. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to require coverage of abortion or 
abortion-related services. 

SEC. 727. The United States is committed 
to ensuring the health of its Olympic, Pan 
American, and Paralympic athletes, and sup-
ports the strict adherence to anti-doping in 
sport through testing, adjudication, edu-
cation, and research as performed by nation-
ally recognized oversight authorities. 

SEC. 728. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, funds appropriated for official 
travel to Federal departments and agencies 
may be used by such departments and agen-
cies, if consistent with Office of Management 
and Budget Circular A–126 regarding official 
travel for Government personnel, to partici-
pate in the fractional aircraft ownership 
pilot program. 

SEC. 729. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, none of the funds appropriated or 
made available under this or any other ap-
propriations Act may be used to implement 
or enforce restrictions or limitations on the 
Coast Guard Congressional Fellowship Pro-
gram, or to implement the proposed regula-
tions of the Office of Personnel Management 
to add sections 300.311 through 300.316 to part 
300 of title 5 of the Code of Federal Regula-
tions, published in the Federal Register, vol-
ume 68, number 174, on September 9, 2003 (re-
lating to the detail of executive branch em-
ployees to the legislative branch). 

SEC. 730. Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, no executive branch agency shall 
purchase, construct, or lease any additional 
facilities, except within or contiguous to ex-
isting locations, to be used for the purpose of 
conducting Federal law enforcement train-
ing without the advance approval of the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate, except 

that the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Centers is authorized to obtain the tem-
porary use of additional facilities by lease, 
contract, or other agreement for training 
which cannot be accommodated in existing 
Centers facilities. 

SEC. 731. Unless otherwise authorized by 
existing law, none of the funds provided in 
this or any other Act may be used by an ex-
ecutive branch agency to produce any pre-
packaged news story intended for broadcast 
or distribution in the United States, unless 
the story includes a clear notification within 
the text or audio of the prepackaged news 
story that the prepackaged news story was 
prepared or funded by that executive branch 
agency. 

SEC. 732. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used in contravention of 
section 552a of title 5, United States Code 
(popularly known as the Privacy Act), and 
regulations implementing that section. 

SEC. 733. (a) IN GENERAL.—None of the 
funds appropriated or otherwise made avail-
able by this or any other Act may be used for 
any Federal Government contract with any 
foreign incorporated entity which is treated 
as an inverted domestic corporation under 
section 835(b) of the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 395(b)) or any subsidiary of 
such an entity. 

(b) WAIVERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Any Secretary shall waive 

subsection (a) with respect to any Federal 
Government contract under the authority of 
such Secretary if the Secretary determines 
that the waiver is required in the interest of 
national security. 

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Any Secretary 
issuing a waiver under paragraph (1) shall re-
port such issuance to Congress. 

(c) EXCEPTION.—This section shall not 
apply to any Federal Government contract 
entered into before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, or to any task order issued 
pursuant to such contract. 

SEC. 734. During fiscal year 2024, for each 
employee who— 

(1) retires under section 8336(d)(2) or 
8414(b)(1)(B) of title 5, United States Code; or 

(2) retires under any other provision of 
subchapter III of chapter 83 or chapter 84 of 
such title 5 and receives a payment as an in-
centive to separate, the separating agency 
shall remit to the Civil Service Retirement 
and Disability Fund an amount equal to the 
Office of Personnel Management’s average 
unit cost of processing a retirement claim 
for the preceding fiscal year. Such amounts 
shall be available until expended to the Of-
fice of Personnel Management and shall be 
deemed to be an administrative expense 
under section 8348(a)(1)(B) of title 5, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 735. (a) None of the funds made avail-
able in this or any other Act may be used to 
recommend or require any entity submitting 
an offer for a Federal contract to disclose 
any of the following information as a condi-
tion of submitting the offer: 

(1) Any payment consisting of a contribu-
tion, expenditure, independent expenditure, 
or disbursement for an electioneering com-
munication that is made by the entity, its 
officers or directors, or any of its affiliates 
or subsidiaries to a candidate for election for 
Federal office or to a political committee, or 
that is otherwise made with respect to any 
election for Federal office. 

(2) Any disbursement of funds (other than 
a payment described in paragraph (1)) made 
by the entity, its officers or directors, or any 
of its affiliates or subsidiaries to any person 
with the intent or the reasonable expecta-
tion that the person will use the funds to 
make a payment described in paragraph (1). 

(b) In this section, each of the terms ‘‘con-
tribution’’, ‘‘expenditure’’, ‘‘independent ex-

penditure’’, ‘‘electioneering communica-
tion’’, ‘‘candidate’’, ‘‘election’’, and ‘‘Federal 
office’’ has the meaning given such term in 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 
(52 U.S.C. 30101 et seq.). 

SEC. 736. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other Act may be used to pay 
for the painting of a portrait of an officer or 
employee of the Federal Government, includ-
ing the President, the Vice President, a 
Member of Congress (including a Delegate or 
a Resident Commissioner to Congress), the 
head of an executive branch agency (as de-
fined in section 133 of title 41, United States 
Code), or the head of an office of the legisla-
tive branch. 

SEC. 737. (a)(1) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, and except as otherwise 
provided in this section, no part of any of the 
funds appropriated for fiscal year 2024, by 
this or any other Act, may be used to pay 
any prevailing rate employee described in 
section 5342(a)(2)(A) of title 5, United States 
Code— 

(A) during the period from the date of expi-
ration of the limitation imposed by the com-
parable section for the previous fiscal years 
until the normal effective date of the appli-
cable wage survey adjustment that is to take 
effect in fiscal year 2024, in an amount that 
exceeds the rate payable for the applicable 
grade and step of the applicable wage sched-
ule in accordance with such section; and 

(B) during the period consisting of the re-
mainder of fiscal year 2024, in an amount 
that exceeds, as a result of a wage survey ad-
justment, the rate payable under subpara-
graph (A) by more than the sum of— 

(i) the percentage adjustment taking effect 
in fiscal year 2024 under section 5303 of title 
5, United States Code, in the rates of pay 
under the General Schedule; and 

(ii) the difference between the overall aver-
age percentage of the locality-based com-
parability payments taking effect in fiscal 
year 2024 under section 5304 of such title 
(whether by adjustment or otherwise), and 
the overall average percentage of such pay-
ments which was effective in the previous 
fiscal year under such section. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no prevailing rate employee described in 
subparagraph (B) or (C) of section 5342(a)(2) 
of title 5, United States Code, and no em-
ployee covered by section 5348 of such title, 
may be paid during the periods for which 
paragraph (1) is in effect at a rate that ex-
ceeds the rates that would be payable under 
paragraph (1) were paragraph (1) applicable 
to such employee. 

(3) For the purposes of this subsection, the 
rates payable to an employee who is covered 
by this subsection and who is paid from a 
schedule not in existence on September 30, 
2023, shall be determined under regulations 
prescribed by the Office of Personnel Man-
agement. 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, rates of premium pay for employees sub-
ject to this subsection may not be changed 
from the rates in effect on September 30, 
2023, except to the extent determined by the 
Office of Personnel Management to be con-
sistent with the purpose of this subsection. 

(5) This subsection shall apply with respect 
to pay for service performed after September 
30, 2023. 

(6) For the purpose of administering any 
provision of law (including any rule or regu-
lation that provides premium pay, retire-
ment, life insurance, or any other employee 
benefit) that requires any deduction or con-
tribution, or that imposes any requirement 
or limitation on the basis of a rate of salary 
or basic pay, the rate of salary or basic pay 
payable after the application of this sub-
section shall be treated as the rate of salary 
or basic pay. 
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(7) Nothing in this subsection shall be con-

sidered to permit or require the payment to 
any employee covered by this subsection at a 
rate in excess of the rate that would be pay-
able were this subsection not in effect. 

(8) The Office of Personnel Management 
may provide for exceptions to the limita-
tions imposed by this subsection if the Office 
determines that such exceptions are nec-
essary to ensure the recruitment or reten-
tion of qualified employees. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a), the ad-
justment in rates of basic pay for the statu-
tory pay systems that take place in fiscal 
year 2024 under sections 5344 and 5348 of title 
5, United States Code, shall be— 

(1) not less than the percentage received by 
employees in the same location whose rates 
of basic pay are adjusted pursuant to the 
statutory pay systems under sections 5303 
and 5304 of title 5, United States Code: Pro-
vided, That prevailing rate employees at lo-
cations where there are no employees whose 
pay is increased pursuant to sections 5303 
and 5304 of title 5, United States Code, and 
prevailing rate employees described in sec-
tion 5343(a)(5) of title 5, United States Code, 
shall be considered to be located in the pay 
locality designated as ‘‘Rest of United 
States’’ pursuant to section 5304 of title 5, 
United States Code, for purposes of this sub-
section; and 

(2) effective as of the first day of the first 
applicable pay period beginning after Sep-
tember 30, 2023. 

SEC. 738. (a) The head of any Executive 
branch department, agency, board, commis-
sion, or office funded by this or any other ap-
propriations Act shall submit annual reports 
to the Inspector General or senior ethics offi-
cial for any entity without an Inspector Gen-
eral, regarding the costs and contracting 
procedures related to each conference held 
by any such department, agency, board, com-
mission, or office during fiscal year 2024 for 
which the cost to the United States Govern-
ment was more than $100,000. 

(b) Each report submitted shall include, for 
each conference described in subsection (a) 
held during the applicable period— 

(1) a description of its purpose; 
(2) the number of participants attending; 
(3) a detailed statement of the costs to the 

United States Government, including— 
(A) the cost of any food or beverages; 
(B) the cost of any audio-visual services; 
(C) the cost of employee or contractor 

travel to and from the conference; and 
(D) a discussion of the methodology used 

to determine which costs relate to the con-
ference; and 

(4) a description of the contracting proce-
dures used including— 

(A) whether contracts were awarded on a 
competitive basis; and 

(B) a discussion of any cost comparison 
conducted by the departmental component 
or office in evaluating potential contractors 
for the conference. 

(c) Within 15 days after the end of a quar-
ter, the head of any such department, agen-
cy, board, commission, or office shall notify 
the Inspector General or senior ethics offi-
cial for any entity without an Inspector Gen-
eral, of the date, location, and number of em-
ployees attending a conference held by any 
Executive branch department, agency, board, 
commission, or office funded by this or any 
other appropriations Act during fiscal year 
2024 for which the cost to the United States 
Government was more than $20,000. 

(d) A grant or contract funded by amounts 
appropriated by this or any other appropria-
tions Act may not be used for the purpose of 
defraying the costs of a conference described 
in subsection (c) that is not directly and pro-
grammatically related to the purpose for 
which the grant or contract was awarded, 

such as a conference held in connection with 
planning, training, assessment, review, or 
other routine purposes related to a project 
funded by the grant or contract. 

(e) None of the funds made available in this 
or any other appropriations Act may be used 
for travel and conference activities that are 
not in compliance with Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Memorandum M–12–12 
dated May 11, 2012 or any subsequent revi-
sions to that memorandum. 

SEC. 739. None of the funds made available 
in this or any other appropriations Act may 
be used to increase, eliminate, or reduce 
funding for a program, project, or activity as 
proposed in the President’s budget request 
for a fiscal year until such proposed change 
is subsequently enacted in an appropriation 
Act, or unless such change is made pursuant 
to the reprogramming or transfer provisions 
of this or any other appropriations Act. 

SEC. 740. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement, administer, enforce, or apply the 
rule entitled ‘‘Competitive Area’’ published 
by the Office of Personnel Management in 
the Federal Register on April 15, 2008 (73 Fed. 
Reg. 20180 et seq.). 

SEC. 741. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be used to begin or announce 
a study or public-private competition re-
garding the conversion to contractor per-
formance of any function performed by Fed-
eral employees pursuant to Office of Manage-
ment and Budget Circular A–76 or any other 
administrative regulation, directive, or pol-
icy. 

SEC. 742. (a) None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this or any 
other Act may be available for a contract, 
grant, or cooperative agreement with an en-
tity that requires employees or contractors 
of such entity seeking to report fraud, waste, 
or abuse to sign internal confidentiality 
agreements or statements prohibiting or 
otherwise restricting such employees or con-
tractors from lawfully reporting such waste, 
fraud, or abuse to a designated investigative 
or law enforcement representative of a Fed-
eral department or agency authorized to re-
ceive such information. 

(b) The limitation in subsection (a) shall 
not contravene requirements applicable to 
Standard Form 312, Form 4414, or any other 
form issued by a Federal department or 
agency governing the nondisclosure of classi-
fied information. 

SEC. 743. (a) No funds appropriated in this 
or any other Act may be used to implement 
or enforce the agreements in Standard 
Forms 312 and 4414 of the Government or any 
other nondisclosure policy, form, or agree-
ment if such policy, form, or agreement does 
not contain the following provisions: ‘‘These 
provisions are consistent with and do not su-
persede, conflict with, or otherwise alter the 
employee obligations, rights, or liabilities 
created by existing statute or Executive 
order relating to (1) classified information, 
(2) communications to Congress, (3) the re-
porting to an Inspector General or the Office 
of Special Counsel of a violation of any law, 
rule, or regulation, or mismanagement, a 
gross waste of funds, an abuse of authority, 
or a substantial and specific danger to public 
health or safety, or (4) any other whistle-
blower protection. The definitions, require-
ments, obligations, rights, sanctions, and li-
abilities created by controlling Executive 
Orders and statutory provisions are incor-
porated into this agreement and are control-
ling.’’: Provided, That notwithstanding the 
preceding provision of this section, a non-
disclosure policy form or agreement that is 
to be executed by a person connected with 
the conduct of an intelligence or intel-
ligence-related activity, other than an em-

ployee or officer of the United States Gov-
ernment, may contain provisions appropriate 
to the particular activity for which such doc-
ument is to be used. Such form or agreement 
shall, at a minimum, require that the person 
will not disclose any classified information 
received in the course of such activity unless 
specifically authorized to do so by the 
United States Government. Such nondisclo-
sure forms shall also make it clear that they 
do not bar disclosures to Congress, or to an 
authorized official of an executive agency or 
the Department of Justice, that are essential 
to reporting a substantial violation of law. 

(b) A nondisclosure agreement may con-
tinue to be implemented and enforced not-
withstanding subsection (a) if it complies 
with the requirements for such agreement 
that were in effect when the agreement was 
entered into. 

(c) No funds appropriated in this or any 
other Act may be used to implement or en-
force any agreement entered into during fis-
cal year 2024 which does not contain substan-
tially similar language to that required in 
subsection (a). 

SEC. 744. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
enter into a contract, memorandum of un-
derstanding, or cooperative agreement with, 
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan 
guarantee to, any corporation that has any 
unpaid Federal tax liability that has been as-
sessed, for which all judicial and administra-
tive remedies have been exhausted or have 
lapsed, and that is not being paid in a timely 
manner pursuant to an agreement with the 
authority responsible for collecting the tax 
liability, where the awarding agency is 
aware of the unpaid tax liability, unless a 
Federal agency has considered suspension or 
debarment of the corporation and has made 
a determination that this further action is 
not necessary to protect the interests of the 
Government. 

SEC. 745. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to 
enter into a contract, memorandum of un-
derstanding, or cooperative agreement with, 
make a grant to, or provide a loan or loan 
guarantee to, any corporation that was con-
victed of a felony criminal violation under 
any Federal law within the preceding 24 
months, where the awarding agency is aware 
of the conviction, unless a Federal agency 
has considered suspension or debarment of 
the corporation and has made a determina-
tion that this further action is not necessary 
to protect the interests of the Government. 

SEC. 746. (a) Notwithstanding any official 
rate adjusted under section 104 of title 3, 
United States Code, the rate payable to the 
Vice President during calendar year 2024 
shall be the rate payable to the Vice Presi-
dent on December 31, 2023, by operation of 
section 747 of division E of Public Law 117– 
328. 

(b) Notwithstanding any official rate ad-
justed under section 5318 of title 5, United 
States Code, or any other provision of law, 
the payable rate during calendar year 2024 
for an employee serving in an Executive 
Schedule position, or in a position for which 
the rate of pay is fixed by statute at an Ex-
ecutive Schedule rate, shall be the rate pay-
able for the applicable Executive Schedule 
level on December 31, 2023, by operation of 
section 747 of division E of Public Law 117– 
328. Such an employee may not receive a rate 
increase during calendar year 2024, except as 
provided in subsection (i). 

(c) Notwithstanding section 401 of the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 (Public Law 96–465) 
or any other provision of law, a chief of mis-
sion or ambassador at large is subject to sub-
section (b) in the same manner as other em-
ployees who are paid at an Executive Sched-
ule rate. 
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(d)(1) This subsection applies to— 
(A) a noncareer appointee in the Senior Ex-

ecutive Service paid a rate of basic pay at or 
above the official rate for level IV of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule; or 

(B) a limited term appointee or limited 
emergency appointee in the Senior Execu-
tive Service serving under a political ap-
pointment and paid a rate of basic pay at or 
above the official rate for level IV of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule. 

(2) Notwithstanding sections 5382 and 5383 
of title 5, United States Code, an employee 
described in paragraph (1) may not receive a 
pay rate increase during calendar year 2024, 
except as provided in subsection (i). 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, any employee paid a rate of basic pay 
(including any locality based payments 
under section 5304 of title 5, United States 
Code, or similar authority) at or above the 
official rate for level IV of the Executive 
Schedule who serves under a political ap-
pointment may not receive a pay rate in-
crease during calendar year 2024, except as 
provided in subsection (i). This subsection 
does not apply to employees in the General 
Schedule pay system or the Foreign Service 
pay system, to employees appointed under 
section 3161 of title 5, United States Code, or 
to employees in another pay system whose 
position would be classified at GS–15 or 
below if chapter 51 of title 5, United States 
Code, applied to them. 

(f) Nothing in subsections (b) through (e) 
shall prevent employees who do not serve 
under a political appointment from receiving 
pay increases as otherwise provided under 
applicable law. 

(g) This section does not apply to an indi-
vidual who makes an election to retain Sen-
ior Executive Service basic pay under sec-
tion 3392(c) of title 5, United States Code, for 
such time as that election is in effect. 

(h) This section does not apply to an indi-
vidual who makes an election to retain Sen-
ior Foreign Service pay entitlements under 
section 302(b) of the Foreign Service Act of 
1980 (Public Law 96–465) for such time as that 
election is in effect. 

(i) Notwithstanding subsections (b) 
through (e), an employee in a covered posi-
tion may receive a pay rate increase upon an 
authorized movement to a different covered 
position only if that new position has higher- 
level duties and a pre-established level or 
range of pay higher than the level or range 
for the position held immediately before the 
movement. Any such increase must be based 
on the rates of pay and applicable limita-
tions on payable rates of pay in effect on De-
cember 31, 2023, by operation of section 747 of 
division E of Public Law 117–328. 

(j) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, for an individual who is newly appointed 
to a covered position during the period of 
time subject to this section, the initial pay 
rate shall be based on the rates of pay and 
applicable limitations on payable rates of 
pay in effect on December 31, 2023, by oper-
ation of section 747 of division E of Public 
Law 117–328. 

(k) If an employee affected by this section 
is subject to a biweekly pay period that be-
gins in calendar year 2024 but ends in cal-
endar year 2025, the bar on the employee’s 
receipt of pay rate increases shall apply 
through the end of that pay period. 

(l) For the purpose of this section, the 
term ‘‘covered position’’ means a position 
occupied by an employee whose pay is re-
stricted under this section. 

(m) This section takes effect on the first 
day of the first applicable pay period begin-
ning on or after January 1, 2024. 

SEC. 747. In the event of a violation of the 
Impoundment Control Act of 1974, the Presi-
dent or the head of the relevant department 

or agency, as the case may be, shall report 
immediately to the Congress all relevant 
facts and a statement of actions taken: Pro-
vided, That a copy of each report shall also 
be transmitted to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate and the Comptroller General 
on the same date the report is transmitted 
to the Congress. 

SEC. 748. (a) Each department or agency of 
the executive branch of the United States 
Government shall notify the Committees on 
Appropriations and the Budget of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate and any 
other appropriate congressional committees 
if— 

(1) an apportionment is not made in the re-
quired time period provided in section 1513(b) 
of title 31, United States Code; 

(2) an approved apportionment received by 
the department or agency conditions the 
availability of an appropriation on further 
action; or 

(3) an approved apportionment received by 
the department or agency may hinder the 
prudent obligation of such appropriation or 
the execution of a program, project, or activ-
ity by such department or agency. 

(b) Any notification submitted to a con-
gressional committee pursuant to this sec-
tion shall contain information identifying 
the bureau, account name, appropriation 
name, and Treasury Appropriation Fund 
Symbol or fund account. 

SEC. 749. Notwithstanding section 1346 of 
title 31, United States Code, or section 708 of 
this Act, funds made available by this or any 
other Act to any Federal agency may be used 
by that Federal agency for interagency fund-
ing for coordination with, participation in, 
or recommendations involving, activities of 
the U.S. Army Medical Research and Devel-
opment Command, the Congressionally Di-
rected Medical Research Programs and the 
National Institutes of Health research pro-
grams. 

SEC. 750. (a)(1) Not later than 100 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget 
(in this section referred to as the ‘‘Direc-
tor’’), in coordination with the Architectural 
and Transportation Barriers Compliance 
Board and the Administrator of General 
Services (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Administrator’’), shall disseminate amend-
ed or updated criteria and instructions to 
any Federal department or agency (in this 
section referred to as an ‘‘agency’’) covered 
by section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 
1973 (29 U.S.C. 794d) for the evaluation re-
quired pursuant to paragraph (3)(B). 

(2) Such criteria and instructions shall— 
(A) include, at minimum, requirements 

that information technologies and digital 
services must– 

(i) conform to the technical standards ref-
erenced in subsection (a)(2)(A) of such sec-
tion 508, as determined by appropriate con-
formance testing; and 

(ii) be accessible to and usable by individ-
uals with disabilities as determined from 
consultation with individuals with disabil-
ities, including those with visual, auditory, 
tactile, and cognitive disabilities, or mem-
bers of any disability organization; and 

(B) provide guidance to agencies regarding 
the types and format of data and informa-
tion to be submitted to the Director and the 
Administrator pursuant to paragraph (3), in-
cluding how to submit such data and infor-
mation, the metrics by which compliance 
will be assessed in the reports required in 
subsection (b), and any other directions nec-
essary for agencies to demonstrate compli-
ance with accessibility standards for elec-
tronic and information technology procured 
and in use within an agency, as required by 
such section 508. 

(3) Not later than 225 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the head of each 
agency shall— 

(A) evaluate the extent to which the elec-
tronic and information technology of the 
agency are accessible to and usable by indi-
viduals with disabilities described in sub-
section (a)(1) of such section 508 compared to 
the access to and use of the technology and 
services by individuals described in such sec-
tion who are not individuals with disabil-
ities; 

(B) evaluate the electronic and informa-
tion technology of the agency in accordance 
with the criteria and instructions provided 
in paragraph (1); and 

(C) submit a report containing the evalua-
tions jointly to the Director and the Admin-
istrator. 

(b)(1) Not later than 1 year after the date 
of enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, the Administrator, in consulta-
tion with the Director, shall prepare and 
submit to the Committees on Appropriations 
and Homeland Security and Governmental 
Affairs of the Senate and the Committees on 
Appropriations and Oversight and Account-
ability of the House of Representatives a re-
port that shall include— 

(A) a comprehensive assessment (including 
information identifying the metrics and data 
used) of compliance by each agency, and by 
the Federal Government generally, with the 
criteria and instructions disseminated under 
subsection (a)(1); 

(B) a detailed description of the actions, 
activities, and other efforts made by the Ad-
ministrator over the year preceding submis-
sion to support such compliance at agencies 
and any planned efforts in the coming year 
to improve compliance at agencies; and 

(C) a list of recommendations that agen-
cies or Congress may take to help support 
that compliance. 

(2) The Administrator shall ensure that the 
reports required under this subsection are 
made available on a public website and are 
maintained as an open Government data 
asset (as that term is defined in section 3502 
of title 44, United States Code). 

SEC. 751. Notwithstanding 31 U.S.C. 1346 
and section 708 of this Act, the head of each 
Executive department and agency is hereby 
authorized to transfer to or reimburse ‘‘Gen-
eral Services Administration, Federal Cit-
izen Services Fund’’ with the approval of the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, funds made available for the current 
fiscal year by this or any other Act, includ-
ing rebates from charge card and other con-
tracts: Provided, That these funds, in addi-
tion to amounts otherwise available, shall be 
administered by the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services to carry out the purposes of the 
Federal Citizen Services Fund and to support 
Government-wide and other multi-agency fi-
nancial, information technology, procure-
ment, and other activities, including serv-
ices authorized by 44 U.S.C. 3604 and enabling 
Federal agencies to take advantage of infor-
mation technology in sharing information: 
Provided further, That the total funds trans-
ferred or reimbursed shall not exceed 
$15,000,000 for such purposes: Provided further, 
That the funds transferred to or for reim-
bursement of ‘‘General Services Administra-
tion, Federal Citizen Services Fund’’ during 
fiscal year 2024 shall remain available for ob-
ligation through September 30, 2025: Provided 
further, That not later than 90 days after en-
actment of this Act, the Administrator of 
General Services, in consultation with the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a detailed spend plan 
for the funds to be transferred or reimbursed: 
Provided further, That the spend plan shall, 
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at a minimum, include: (i) the amounts cur-
rently in the funds authorized under this sec-
tion and the estimate of amounts to be 
transferred or reimbursed in fiscal year 2024; 
(ii) a detailed breakdown of the purposes for 
all funds estimated to be transferred or reim-
bursed pursuant to this section (including 
total number of personnel and costs for all 
staff whose salaries are provided for by this 
section); and (iii) where applicable, a descrip-
tion of the funds intended for use by or for 
the implementation of specific laws passed 
by Congress: Provided further, That no trans-
fers or reimbursements may be made pursu-
ant to this section until 15 days following 
notification of the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives 
and the Senate by the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget. 

SEC. 752. (a) Any non-Federal entity receiv-
ing funds provided in this or any other ap-
propriations Act for fiscal year 2024 that are 
specified in the disclosure table submitted in 
compliance with clause 9 of rule XXI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives or 
Rule XLIV that is included in the report or 
explanatory statement accompanying any 
such Act shall be deemed to be a recipient of 
a Federal award with respect to such funds 
for purposes of the requirements of 2 CFR 
200.334, regarding records retention, and 2 
CFR 200.337, regarding access by the Comp-
troller General of the United States. 

(b) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to limit, amend, supersede, or restrict 
in any manner any requirements otherwise 
applicable to non-Federal entities described 
in paragraph (1) or any existing authority of 
the Comptroller General. 

SEC. 753. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act may be provided 
to States, cities, or localities that allow non- 
citizens to vote in Federal elections. 

SEC. 754. None of the funds made available 
by this Act, or any other Act, may be used to 
make investments under the Thrift Savings 
Plan in certain mutual funds that make in-
vestment decisions based primarily on envi-
ronmental, social, or governance criteria. 

SEC. 755. None of the funds appropriated or 
otherwise made available by this Act or any 
other Act may be available to— 

(a) classify or facilitate the classification 
of any communications by a United States 
person as mis-, dis-, or mal-information; or 

(b) partner with or fund nonprofit or other 
organizations that pressure or recommend 
private companies to censor lawful and con-
stitutionally protected speech of United 
States persons, including recommending the 
censoring or removal of content on social 
media platforms. 

SEC. 756. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act shall be used or 
transferred to another Federal agency, 
board, or commission to recruit, hire, pro-
mote, or retain any person who either has 
been convicted of a Federal or State child 
pornography charge, has been convicted of 
any other Federal or State sexual assault 
charge or has been formally disciplined for 
using Federal resources to access, use, or sell 
child pornography. 

SEC. 757. None of the funds made available 
by this Act or any other Act may be provided 
for insurance plans in the Federal Employees 
Health Benefits program to cover the cost of 
surgical procedures or puberty blockers or 
hormone therapy for the purpose of gender 
affirming care. 

SEC. 758. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be used to im-
plement, administer, or otherwise carry out 
Executive Order 14019 (86 Fed. Reg. 13623; re-
lating to promoting access to voting), except 
for sections 7, 8, and 10 of such Order. 

SEC. 759. None of the funds made available 
by this or any other Act may be obligated or 

expended until each agency reinstates and 
applies the telework policies, practices, and 
levels of the agency as in effect on December 
31, 2019, within thirty days after the date of 
enactment of this Act. In this section— 

(1) the term ‘‘agency’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code; and 

(2) the term ‘‘telework’’ has the meaning 
given in section 6501 of such title, and in-
cludes remote work. 

SEC. 760. Except as expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ con-
tained in any title other than title IV or VIII 
shall not apply to such title IV or VIII. 

TITLE VIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

SEC. 801. There are appropriated from the 
applicable funds of the District of Columbia 
such sums as may be necessary for making 
refunds and for the payment of legal settle-
ments or judgments that have been entered 
against the District of Columbia govern-
ment. 

SEC. 802. None of the Federal funds pro-
vided in this Act shall be used for publicity 
or propaganda purposes or implementation 
of any policy including boycott designed to 
support or defeat legislation pending before 
Congress or any State legislature. 

SEC. 803. (a) None of the Federal funds pro-
vided under this Act to the agencies funded 
by this Act, both Federal and District gov-
ernment agencies, that remain available for 
obligation or expenditure in fiscal year 2024, 
or provided from any accounts in the Treas-
ury of the United States derived by the col-
lection of fees available to the agencies fund-
ed by this Act, shall be available for obliga-
tion or expenditures for an agency through a 
reprogramming of funds which— 

(1) creates new programs; 
(2) eliminates a program, project, or re-

sponsibility center; 
(3) establishes or changes allocations spe-

cifically denied, limited or increased under 
this Act; 

(4) increases funds or personnel by any 
means for any program, project, or responsi-
bility center for which funds have been de-
nied or restricted; 

(5) re-establishes any program or project 
previously deferred through reprogramming; 

(6) augments any existing program, 
project, or responsibility center through a 
reprogramming of funds in excess of 
$3,000,000 or 10 percent, whichever is less; or 

(7) increases by 20 percent or more per-
sonnel assigned to a specific program, 
project or responsibility center, unless prior 
approval is received from the Committees on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate. 

(b) The District of Columbia government is 
authorized to approve and execute re-
programming and transfer requests of local 
funds under this title through November 7, 
2024. 

SEC. 804. None of the Federal funds pro-
vided in this Act may be used by the District 
of Columbia to provide for salaries, expenses, 
or other costs associated with the offices of 
United States Senators or United States 
Representatives under section 4(d) of the 
District of Columbia Statehood Constitu-
tional Convention Initiatives of 1979 (D.C. 
Law 3–171; D.C. Official Code, sec. 1–123). 

SEC. 805. Except as otherwise provided in 
this section, none of the funds made avail-
able by this Act or by any other Act may be 
used to provide any officer or employee of 
the District of Columbia with an official ve-
hicle unless the officer or employee uses the 
vehicle only in the performance of the offi-
cer’s or employee’s official duties. For pur-

poses of this section, the term ‘‘official du-
ties’’ does not include travel between the of-
ficer’s or employee’s residence and work-
place, except in the case of— 

(1) an officer or employee of the Metropoli-
tan Police Department who resides in the 
District of Columbia or is otherwise des-
ignated by the Chief of the Department; 

(2) at the discretion of the Fire Chief, an 
officer or employee of the District of Colum-
bia Fire and Emergency Medical Services 
Department who resides in the District of 
Columbia and is on call 24 hours a day; 

(3) at the discretion of the Director of the 
Department of Corrections, an officer or em-
ployee of the District of Columbia Depart-
ment of Corrections who resides in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and is on call 24 hours a 
day; 

(4) at the discretion of the Chief Medical 
Examiner, an officer or employee of the Of-
fice of the Chief Medical Examiner who re-
sides in the District of Columbia and is on 
call 24 hours a day; 

(5) at the discretion of the Director of the 
Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, an officer or employee of the 
Homeland Security and Emergency Manage-
ment Agency who resides in the District of 
Columbia and is on call 24 hours a day; 

(6) the Mayor of the District of Columbia; 
and 

(7) the Chairman of the Council of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

SEC. 806. (a) None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used by the Dis-
trict of Columbia Attorney General or any 
other officer or entity of the District govern-
ment to provide assistance for any petition 
drive or civil action which seeks to require 
Congress to provide for voting representa-
tion in Congress for the District of Colum-
bia. 

(b) Nothing in this section bars the Dis-
trict of Columbia Attorney General from re-
viewing or commenting on briefs in private 
lawsuits, or from consulting with officials of 
the District government regarding such law-
suits. 

SEC. 807. None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used to distribute 
any needle or syringe for the purpose of pre-
venting the spread of blood borne pathogens 
in any location that has been determined by 
the local public health or local law enforce-
ment authorities to be inappropriate for 
such distribution. 

SEC. 808. Nothing in this Act may be con-
strued to prevent the Council or Mayor of 
the District of Columbia from addressing the 
issue of the provision of contraceptive cov-
erage by health insurance plans, but it is the 
intent of Congress that any legislation en-
acted on such issue should include a ‘‘con-
science clause’’ which provides exceptions 
for religious beliefs and moral convictions. 

SEC. 809. (a) None of the Federal funds con-
tained in this Act may be used to enact or 
carry out any law, rule, or regulation to le-
galize or otherwise reduce penalties associ-
ated with the possession, use, or distribution 
of any schedule I substance under the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) 
or any tetrahydrocannabinols derivative. 

(b) No funds available for obligation or ex-
penditure by the District of Columbia gov-
ernment under any authority may be used to 
enact any law, rule, or regulation to legalize 
or otherwise reduce penalties associated 
with the possession, use, or distribution of 
any schedule I substance under the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 801 et seq.) 
or any tetrahydrocannabinols derivative for 
recreational purposes. 

SEC. 810. No funds available for obligation 
or expenditure by the District of Columbia 
government under any authority shall be ex-
pended for any abortion except where the life 
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of the mother would be endangered if the 
fetus were carried to term or where the preg-
nancy is the result of an act of rape or in-
cest. 

SEC. 811. (a) No later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Chief Financial Officer for the District of 
Columbia shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress, the Mayor, and the 
Council of the District of Columbia, a re-
vised appropriated funds operating budget in 
the format of the budget that the District of 
Columbia government submitted pursuant to 
section 442 of the District of Columbia Home 
Rule Act (D.C. Official Code, sec. 1–204.42), 
for all agencies of the District of Columbia 
government for fiscal year 2024 that is in the 
total amount of the approved appropriation 
and that realigns all budgeted data for per-
sonal services and other-than-personal serv-
ices, respectively, with anticipated actual 
expenditures. 

(b) This section shall apply only to an 
agency for which the Chief Financial Officer 
for the District of Columbia certifies that a 
reallocation is required to address unantici-
pated changes in program requirements. 

SEC. 812. No later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Chief Financial Officer for the District of 
Columbia shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress, the Mayor, and the 
Council for the District of Columbia, a re-
vised appropriated funds operating budget 
for the District of Columbia Public Schools 
that aligns schools budgets to actual enroll-
ment. The revised appropriated funds budget 
shall be in the format of the budget that the 
District of Columbia government submitted 
pursuant to section 442 of the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act (D.C. Official Code, 
sec. 1–204.42). 

SEC. 813. (a) Amounts appropriated in this 
Act as operating funds may be transferred to 
the District of Columbia’s enterprise and 
capital funds and such amounts, once trans-
ferred, shall retain appropriation authority 
consistent with the provisions of this Act. 

(b) The District of Columbia government is 
authorized to reprogram or transfer for oper-
ating expenses any local funds transferred or 
reprogrammed in this or the four prior fiscal 
years from operating funds to capital funds, 
and such amounts, once transferred or repro-
grammed, shall retain appropriation author-
ity consistent with the provisions of this 
Act. 

(c) The District of Columbia government 
may not transfer or reprogram for operating 
expenses any funds derived from bonds, 
notes, or other obligations issued for capital 
projects. 

SEC. 814. None of the Federal funds appro-
priated in this Act shall remain available for 
obligation beyond the current fiscal year, 
nor may any be transferred to other appro-
priations, unless expressly so provided here-
in. 

SEC. 815. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by law or under this Act, not to ex-
ceed 50 percent of unobligated balances re-
maining available at the end of fiscal year 
2023 from appropriations of Federal funds 
made available for salaries and expenses for 
fiscal year 2024 in this Act, shall remain 
available through September 30, 2025, for 
each such account for the purposes author-
ized: Provided, That a request shall be sub-
mitted to the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Sen-
ate for approval prior to the expenditure of 
such funds: Provided further, That these re-
quests shall be made in compliance with re-
programming guidelines outlined in section 
803 of this Act. 

SEC. 816. (a)(1) During fiscal year 2025, dur-
ing a period in which neither a District of 
Columbia continuing resolution or a regular 

District of Columbia appropriation bill is in 
effect, local funds are appropriated in the 
amount provided for any project or activity 
for which local funds are provided in the Act 
referred to in paragraph (2) (subject to any 
modifications enacted by the District of Co-
lumbia as of the beginning of the period dur-
ing which this subsection is in effect) at the 
rate set forth by such Act. 

(2) The Act referred to in this paragraph is 
the Act of the Council of the District of Co-
lumbia pursuant to which a proposed budget 
is approved for fiscal year 2025 which (subject 
to the requirements of the District of Colum-
bia Home Rule Act) will constitute the local 
portion of the annual budget for the District 
of Columbia government for fiscal year 2025 
for purposes of section 446 of the District of 
Columbia Home Rule Act (sec. 1–204.46, D.C. 
Official Code). 

(b) Appropriations made by subsection (a) 
shall cease to be available— 

(1) during any period in which a District of 
Columbia continuing resolution for fiscal 
year 2025 is in effect; or 

(2) upon the enactment into law of the reg-
ular District of Columbia appropriation bill 
for fiscal year 2025. 

(c) An appropriation made by subsection 
(a) is provided under the authority and con-
ditions as provided under this Act and shall 
be available to the extent and in the manner 
that would be provided by this Act. 

(d) An appropriation made by subsection 
(a) shall cover all obligations or expendi-
tures incurred for such project or activity 
during the portion of fiscal year 2025 for 
which this section applies to such project or 
activity. 

(e) This section shall not apply to a project 
or activity during any period of fiscal year 
2025 if any other provision of law (other than 
an authorization of appropriations)— 

(1) makes an appropriation, makes funds 
available, or grants authority for such 
project or activity to continue for such pe-
riod; or 

(2) specifically provides that no appropria-
tion shall be made, no funds shall be made 
available, or no authority shall be granted 
for such project or activity to continue for 
such period. 

(f) Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to affect obligations of the govern-
ment of the District of Columbia mandated 
by other law. 

SEC. 817. (a) Section 244 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States relating to the 
District of Columbia (sec. 9–1201.03, D.C. Offi-
cial Code) does not apply with respect to any 
railroads installed pursuant to the Long 
Bridge Project. 

(b) In this section, the term ‘‘Long Bridge 
Project’’ means the project carried out by 
the District of Columbia and the Common-
wealth of Virginia to construct a new Long 
Bridge adjacent to the existing Long Bridge 
over the Potomac River, including related 
infrastructure and other related projects, to 
expand commuter and regional passenger 
rail service and to provide bike and pedes-
trian access crossings over the Potomac 
River. 

SEC. 818. Not later than 45 days after the 
last day of each quarter, each Federal and 
District government agency appropriated 
Federal funds in this Act shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives and the Senate a quar-
terly budget report that includes total obli-
gations of the Agency for that quarter for 
each Federal funds appropriation provided in 
this Act, by the source year of the appropria-
tion. 

SEC. 819. None of the funds available for ob-
ligation or expenditure by the District of Co-
lumbia government under any authority 
may be used to carry out the Reproductive 

Health Non-Discrimination Amendment Act 
of 2014 (D.C. Law 20-261) or to implement any 
rule or regulation promulgated to carry out 
such Act. 

SEC. 820. (a) Section 602(a) of the District of 
Columbia Home Rule Act (sec. 1 206.02(a), 
D.C. Official Code) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or’’ at the end of paragraph 
(9); 

(2) by striking the period at the end of 
paragraph (10) and inserting ‘‘; or ;’’ and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(11) enact any act, resolution, rule, regu-
lation, guidance, or other law to permit any 
person to carry out any activity, or to re-
duce the penalties imposed with respect to 
any activity, to which subsection (a) of sec-
tion 3 of the Assisted Suicide Funding Re-
striction Act of 1997 (42 U.S.C. 14402) applies 
(taking into consideration subsection (b) of 
such section).’’. 

(b) The Death With Dignity Act of 2016 
(D.C. Law 21 182) is hereby repealed. 

SEC. 821. (a) No later than 60 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act 
the District of Columbia shall submit a re-
port to the Committees regarding the Dis-
trict of Columbia’s enforcement of the Par-
tial Birth Abortion Ban Act. 

(b) The report submitted shall include: 
(1) how health care providers within the 

District of Columbia are alerted to their re-
sponsibility to comply with the Partial Birth 
Abortion Ban Act; 

(2) how the District of Columbia responds 
to potential violations; 

(3) how many potential violations have 
been investigated in the District of Columbia 
in the past five years; 

(4) whether the District of Columbia pre-
served each child’s remains for appropriate 
examination during the investigation; 

(5) whether the District of Columbia con-
ducted a thorough investigation of the death 
of each child and what each investigation 
showed; 

(6) whether the Chief Medical Examiner 
was directed to perform an autopsy on each 
child to determine the method and cause of 
death in accordance with section 2906 of the 
Establishment of the Office of the Chief Med-
ical Examiner Act of 2000 (sec. 5–1405 of D.C. 
Official Code); 

(7) whether the District of Columbia di-
rected a subsequent autopsy to be completed 
by an independent, licensed pathologist to 
confirm the findings of the Chief Medical Ex-
aminer; and 

(8) whether the District of Columbia en-
sured the proper and respectful burial of 
each child. 

SEC. 822. No later than 30 calendar days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Committee directs the District of Colum-
bia to submit a report to the Committees on 
Appropriations regarding maternity care ac-
cess for D.C. residents. The report should be 
organized by ward, birth rate, pregnancy-re-
lated death rate, and maternal death rate. 
The report should also include, organized by 
ward, the number of facilities providing pre-
natal care, the number of facilities with ma-
ternity units, the number of facilities with 
neonatal intensive care units, and the num-
ber of facilities of each type that accept 
Medicaid. 

SEC. 823. None of the funds available for ob-
ligation or expenditure by the District of Co-
lumbia government under any authority 
may be used by the District of Columbia to 
enact or carry out any law which prohibits 
motorists from making right turns on red, 
including ‘‘Safer Streets Amendment Act of 
2022 D.C. Law 24-0214). 

SEC. 824. None of the funds available for ob-
ligation or expenditure by the District of Co-
lumbia government under any authority 
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may be used to carry out title IX of the Fis-
cal Year 1997 Budget Support Act of 1996 (sec. 
50-2209.01 et seq., D.C. Official Code. 

SEC. 825. (a) Section 5 of the Corrections 
Oversight Improvement Omnibus Amend-
ment Act of 2022 (D.C. Law 24–344) is re-
pealed, and the provision of law amended by 
such section (section 16–5505, District of Co-
lumbia Official Code) is restored as if such 
section had not been enacted into law. 

(b) Subsection (a) shall take effect as if in-
cluded in the enactment of the Corrections 
Oversight Improvement Omnibus Amend-
ment Act of 2022. 

SEC. 826. None of the funds available for ob-
ligation or expenditure by the District of Co-
lumbia government under any authority 
may be used to carry out the Comprehensive 
Policing and Justice Reform Amendment 
Act of 2022 (D.C. Law 24–345). 

SEC. 827. An individual who has a valid 
weapons carry permit from any United 
States state or territory may possess and 
carry a concealed handgun in the area gov-
erned by the District of Columbia and Wash-
ington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority 
(WMATA). 

SEC. 828. The Scholarships for Opportunity 
and Results Act (division C of Public Law 
112-10) is amended in section 3014 (sec. 38— 
1853.14 D.C. Official Code)— 

(1) In subsection (a) In the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘through 
fiscal year 2023’’ and inserting ‘‘through fis-
cal year 2027’’; 

(2) In paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘one- 
third’’ and inserting ‘‘one-half’’; 

(3) In paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘one- 
third’’ and inserting ‘‘one-sixth’’; and 

(4) In paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘one- 
third’’ and inserting ‘‘one-third’’. 

SEC. 829. Except as expressly provided oth-
erwise, any reference to ‘‘this Act’’ con-
tained in this title or in title IV shall be 
treated as referring only to the provisions of 
this title or of title IV. 

TITLE IX 
ADDITIONAL GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SPENDING REDUCTION ACCOUNT 
SEC. 901. $0. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Finan-

cial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 2024’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. All points of 
order against provisions of the bill are 
waived. No further amendment to the 
bill, as amended, shall be in order ex-
cept those printed in part B of House 
Report 118–269, amendments en bloc de-
scribed in section 3 of House Resolu-
tion 847, and pro forma amendments 
described in section 4 of this resolu-
tion. 

Each further amendment printed in 
part B of the report shall be considered 
only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be consid-
ered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally di-
vided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent, shall not be subject 
to amendment except as provided by 
section 4 of House Resolution 847, and 
shall not be subject to a demand for di-
vision of the question. 

It shall be in order at any time for 
the chair of the Committee on Appro-
priations or her designee to offer 
amendments en bloc consisting of fur-
ther amendments printed in part B of 
the report not earlier disposed of. 
Amendments en bloc shall be consid-

ered as read, shall be debatable for 20 
minutes equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees, 
shall not be subject to amendment, ex-
cept as provided by section 4 of House 
Resolution 847, and shall not be subject 
to a demand for division of the ques-
tion. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations or their respective des-
ignees may offer up to 10 pro forma 
amendments each at any point for the 
purpose of debate. 

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. 
WOMACK OF ARKANSAS 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, I offer amend-
ments en bloc. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendments en bloc. 

Amendments en bloc consisting of 
amendment Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 
14, 17, 20, 22, 23, 29, 33, 34, 36, 66, 67, 71, 
and 75 printed in part B of House Re-
port 118–269, offered by Mr. WOMACK of 
Arkansas: 

AMENDMENT NO. 1 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 
OF NEW YORK 

Page 2, line 22 after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000) (reduced by 
$10,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MR. GOTTHEIMER 

OF NEW JERSEY 
Page 5, line 9, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $3,000,000)’’. 
Page 99, line 11, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $3,000,000)’’. 
Page 102, line 5, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(decreased by $3,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR. GOTTHEIMER 

OF NEW JERSEY 
Page 5, line 9, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $90,000) (re-
duced by $90,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 5 OFFERED BY MR. GOTTHEIMER 

OF NEW JERSEY 
Page 5, line 9, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $37,000,000)’’. 
Page 99, line 11, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $37,000,000)’’. 
Page 102, line 5, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $37,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 6 OFFERED BY MR. SCHWEIKERT 

OF ARIZONA 
Page 7, line 23, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MRS. BEATTY OF 

OHIO 
Page 8, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (reduced by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MR. DAVID 
SCOTT OF GEORGIA 

Page 8, line 18, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $1,000,000) (decreased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 10 OFFERED BY MS. WATERS OF 

CALIFORNIA 
Page 10, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $62,861,000) (increased by 
$62,861,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 13 OFFERED BY MR. 
SCHWEIKERT OF ARIZONA 

Page 16, line 2, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 14 OFFERED BY MR. HUDSON OF 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Page 16, line 12 after the first dollar 
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (in-
creased by $5,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 17 OFFERED BY MRS. RAMIREZ 

OF ILLINOIS 
Page 41, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $27,200,000)’’. 
Page 41, line 23, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $27,200,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 20 OFFERED BY MR. DAVID 

SCOTT OF GEORGIA 
Page 73, line 14, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $2,000,000) (decreased by 
$2,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MS. WILLIAMS 
OF GEORGIA 

Page 91, line 8, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)(increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 23 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 

OF NEW YORK 
Page 95, line 25, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $50,000,000) (reduced by 
$50,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 29 OFFERED BY MR. LUCAS OF 
OKLAHOMA 

Page 119, line 21, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000,000) (increased 
by $1,000,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MR. CASTRO OF 

TEXAS 
Page 132, line 12, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $5,000,000) (reduced by 
$5,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 34 OFFERED BY MR. 
GOTTHEIMER OF NEW JERSEY 

Page 132, line 12, after the first dollar 
amount insert the following: ‘‘(increased by 
$1,000,000) (reduced by $1,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 36 OFFERED BY MR. NEGUSE OF 

COLORADO 
Page 132, line 12, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000,000) (increased by 
$5,000,000)’’. 

AMENDMENT NO. 66 OFFERED BY MS. JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the sale or trans-
fer of the National Archives facility located 
at 6125 Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, Wash-
ington, 98115. 

AMENDMENT NO. 67 OFFERED BY MRS. KIM OF 
CALIFORNIA 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to oppose a proposal to admit 
Taiwan as a member of the International 
Monetary Fund. 
AMENDMENT NO. 71 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 

OF NEW YORK 
Page 132, line 12 after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $10,000,000) (increased by 
$10,000,000)’’. 
AMENDMENT NO. 75 OFFERED BY MS. MOORE OF 

WISCONSIN 
Page 133, line 9, after the first dollar 

amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $500,000) (re-
duced by $500,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) and the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) 
each will control 10 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:25 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A08NO7.002 H08NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5583 November 8, 2023 
Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I rise 

in support of this bipartisan en bloc 
amendment that has the endorsement 
of my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. 

Breaking news: This en bloc has 
proven that Democrats and Repub-
licans can work together and find com-
mon solutions—on some things any-
way. 

The amendments set forth in this en 
bloc highlight the priorities in the Fi-
nancial Services and General Govern-
ment bill that address critical policies 
to strengthen our economy and bolster 
our workforce, and I look forward to 
incorporating these amendments into 
my bill. 

Mr. Chair, I thank my colleague and 
good friend Ranking Member HOYER for 
his consultation and all Members who 
have worked with me on this bill. 

Mr. Chair, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the 
en bloc amendment, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
2 minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. MOLINARO). 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chairman, let 
me highlight three amendments within 
the en bloc that are particular to com-
munities in districts like mine. 

First, financial literacy is critically 
important, particularly in rural com-
munities like the ones I represent in 
upstate New York. The best path for-
ward for someone to achieve independ-
ence is obviously hard work and good 
financial decisionmaking. 

Amendment No. 1 encourages the De-
partment of the Treasury to continue 
to invest in financial literacy initia-
tives for students and, in particular, 
reach young people in rural commu-
nities like those in upstate New York. 

I was shocked, Mr. Chairman, upon 
becoming a Member of Congress, that 
there are constituents within many 
districts across the country, in par-
ticular in upstate New York, who were 
not receiving actual mail delivery. I 
know this is perhaps not unique to my 
district. However, with thousands of 
individuals who have moved into up-
state New York, the Catskill region 
communities, the post office has yet to 
acknowledge their very existence, 
whether it is simply offering them a 
physical mailing address or delivering 
their mail. 

Amendment No. 71 that I have sub-
mitted would address this glaring over-
sight and, quite frankly, incompetence 
within Sullivan County in upstate New 
York in my district, where the United 
States Postal Service has completely 
ignored these constituents and where 
thousands of them are not yet able to 
receive mail. 

Therefore, this amendment high-
lights the need that the American tax-
payer should be entitled to the con-
stitutionally recognized delivery of 
mail service. 

Lastly, amendment No. 23 addresses 
for senior citizens spam calls and tar-

geted fraud cases. The FTC data shows 
that consumers lost an estimated $8.8 
billion to scams in 2022. My amend-
ment encourages the FTC to coordi-
nate with other agencies like the DOJ 
and the FCC to ensure our data is pro-
tected and seniors are not victims. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Mrs. BEATTY). 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Maryland 
(Mr. HOYER) for yielding. 

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of the en 
bloc amendment, which highlights the 
importance of the Financial Crimes 
Enforcement Network, FinCEN, to pro-
tect our financial system from illicit 
activities, combat money laundering, 
and promote the United States’ na-
tional security. 

As we speak, oligarchs, kleptocrats, 
and other criminals are using anony-
mous shell companies to engage in 
money laundering, terrorist financing, 
tax fraud, corruption, bribery, and 
other illicit activities. 

FinCEN is working tirelessly to im-
plement the Corporate Transparency 
Act’s beneficial ownership rule to in-
crease transparency and, yes, to follow 
the money to pursue bad actors, from 
Russian oligarchs to drug traffickers 
and, more recently, terrorist groups. 

Particularly in the wake of the re-
cent Hamas attack, it is evident how 
vital the bureau’s work is to direct and 
deter financial streams for terrorist 
groups, so I ask that we support this 
amendment. 

Unfortunately, House Republican’s 
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment Appropriations Act cuts 
FinCEN’s funding by more than 12 per-
cent and would necessitate significant 
personnel layoffs. 

My colleagues across the aisle claim 
to prioritize national security while si-
multaneously undermining the very of-
fices at the Treasury tasked with safe-
guarding our financial system. This of-
fice is already stretched thin, working 
hard to fulfill its mandate with the 
limited resources it has. Let’s not fur-
ther hamstring the bureau’s national 
security efforts with a 12-percent budg-
et cut. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support my amendment. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I am 
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I support 
the gentleman’s amendment, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I am 
proud to have introduced a bipartisan amend-
ment to the Financial Services and General 
Government Appropriations bill to highlight the 
importance of protecting election workers with 
my friends, Congressmen MIKE LEVIN, JUAN 
CISCOMANI, SEAN CASTEN, and CHRIS DELUZIO. 

From the failed former President doxxing 
Ruby Freeman and Shaye Moss to the Fulton 
County election director, registration chief, and 
their staff getting death threats and being 

called every racial slur imaginable, my state 
has become ground zero for harassment and 
attacks on election workers. Y’all, when I say 
Georgia is the center of the political universe, 
this is not what I usually have in mind. 

The Federal government needs to step up 
to protect election workers: the foot soldiers of 
our democracy. They ensure our constituents’ 
voices are heard at the ballot box smoothly 
and efficiently, and ensure we all get election 
results quickly and reliably. But because of the 
constant attacks and harassment they face, 
election workers are leaving their jobs at a ter-
rifying rate, depriving our constituents of their 
right to a well-functioning democratic system. 
That’s why I’m so grateful for this bipartisan 
group of Members who have come together to 
advocate for anti-doxxing protections and data 
and physical security resources for election 
workers, so that we support them the way 
they support our democracy. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendments en bloc offered by 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WOMACK). 

The amendments en bloc was agreed 
to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 2 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 4, line 6, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(increased by $21,000,000) (reduced by 
$21,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. MOLINARO) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New York. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chair, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investments in the 
United States, CFIUS, is the chief body 
responsible for monitoring foreign fi-
nancial influence in our Nation and the 
national security risk it poses. 

My amendment would direct CFIUS 
to evaluate the rising threat of U.S. ag-
ricultural operations owned by adver-
sarial nations. 

Food security is national security, 
and recent reports have indicated a dis-
turbing trend of increased ownership of 
farm operations by entities with ties to 
the Chinese and Russian Governments, 
which is alarming and dangerous. 

Whether it is actual farmland or ad-
vanced agribusinesses, adversarial con-
trol over these entities provides adver-
saries the opportunity to spy on our 
military assets, steal revolutionary ag 
technology and research, and under-
mine the United States food system. 

This issue has garnered bipartisan 
support on the Agriculture Committee 
because it is essential for the protec-
tion of American agriculture and for 
the protection of our family farms. 

CFIUS could be a critical tool in bet-
ter evaluating this risk and improving 
our response to this threat. 
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Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 

to adopt this amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment, of course, is an add and subtract 
and will have no fiscal impact, and the 
policies do bear problems on this side 
of the aisle as to the implications they 
may have. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chairman, send-
ing a powerful message to our adver-
saries that America’s food security is 
our national security is important and 
critical. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. MOLINARO. Mr. Chair, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from New York will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. GROTHMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 9 printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

In title I, strike the item relating to 
‘‘Community development financial institu-
tions fund program account’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. GROTHMAN) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment eliminates funding for the 
Department of the Treasury’s Commu-
nity Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund. 

This amendment, if passed, would 
save $280 million in fiscal year 2024. 

Let me emphasize one more time 
that in putting together all these ap-
propriations bills, the goal of all Mem-
bers should be to reduce the level of 
spending. 

In the year that has just wrapped up, 
we are borrowing 22 percent of every 
dollar spent. If you are borrowing 22 
percent of every dollar spent, you have 
a big problem. Even if we stick to the 
numbers that we agreed to in raising 
the debt limit bill, next year, the 

amount we are borrowing will be equal 
to 23 percent of every dollar spent. 

Mr. Chair, we have a real crisis here. 
Things are getting worse and worse as 
we go through these appropriations 
bills, so we should be looking for fewer 
ways to spend money and return it to 
the Treasury. 

The CDFI Fund provides grants to 
community development financial in-
stitutions, community development 
entities, and other private financial in-
stitutions. As a result of that, this 
amendment not only saves money but 
saves money by taking away money 
from a fund that frequently results in 
public-private partnerships. 

b 1030 

I think there is nothing worse than 
public-private partnerships, because it 
means what you are doing is you wind 
up enriching already wealthy people at 
the expense of the taxpayer and allow-
ing people in the community to become 
wealthier, not by necessarily doing 
something that is better for the com-
munity or successful in the free mar-
ket. You become wealthier by 
schmoozing with the local elected offi-
cials. 

I think it is corporate welfare. I don’t 
like corporate welfare. I think over 
time, more and more people are getting 
wealthy, not by providing something 
that would be winnable in the free mar-
ket, but they do something by taking 
advantage of grants and credits offered 
by the government. 

I will quote The Heritage Founda-
tion: ‘‘The only rigorous empirical as-
sessment of the NMTC to date found 
the program to be largely ineffective at 
meeting its goals of increasing commu-
nity investment and development. The 
study found that most CDE invest-
ments were relocated investments 
rather than new net investments’’—in 
other words, transferring one business 
to another area—‘‘suggesting that ‘all 
NMTC investments do not likely rep-
resent new funds to low-income com-
munities.’ ’’ 

President Trump tried to eliminate 
this in his 2021 budget, showing that 
President Trump was sometimes a 
President who was pushing for less 
spending. In his budget, they noted 
that the CDFI fund was created to 
jump-start an industry at a time when 
CDFIs had limited access to private 
capital. The CDFI industry now has 
ready access to capital needed to ex-
tend credit and offer financial services 
to underserved communities, elimi-
nating the need for such grants. 

In the interest of ending cronyism, 
saving some tax dollars, stopping gov-
ernment waste, and getting rid of a 
program that I think too frequently 
makes wealthy development types still 
wealthier, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Arkansas is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, Commu-
nity Development Financial Institu-
tions stimulate economic growth and 
create and sustain employment oppor-
tunities in rural and low-income areas, 
like a lot of America. 

The CDFI fund ensures CDFIs are 
able to provide these underserved com-
munities access to capital by awarding 
certified CDFIs with tax credits and 
monetary support. 

I am proud that my own State great-
ly benefits from the CDFI fund and 
have seen the far-reaching impact it 
has had on the community. Defunding 
the program would only serve to harm 
the most vulnerable communities in 
America. 

So it is under that pretense, Mr. 
Chairman, that I oppose the amend-
ment, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I will 
just make one more point here. Assum-
ing some of this money benefits Ameri-
cans, not just the wealthy wheeler- 
dealers, we right now—at least if Wis-
consin is any indication—have huge 
surpluses in our State coffers. If it is a 
good idea, it should be handled by the 
States, not by the Federal Government 
that is broke out of its mind. 

One of the reasons we are so broke is 
too many of my colleagues don’t look 
at the Constitution and realize that 
some things are supposed to be handled 
by the State and local government and 
other things are supposed to be handled 
by the Federal Government. By the 
time you drip the money down from 
the Federal Government, there is a 
huge amount of waste there. 

In any event, in the interest of trying 
to keep our dollar the strong currency 
it has been throughout our lifetime, I 
urge adoption of this amendment and 
send these programs back to the 
States. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, for the rea-
sons stated previously, I urge rejection 
of the amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Wisconsin will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 11 OFFERED BY MR. 
SCHWEIKERT 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 11 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 
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Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I have 

an amendment at the desk. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 

designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
Page 133, line 9, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, a cou-
ple years ago, we dove into post offices, 
particularly those that did not appear 
to be financially vibrant and surviving. 
We realized much of the data we were 
working on had holes in it. We couldn’t 
get certain lease costs or were they 
real estate owned. 

All I am trying to do here is just get 
updated data, because at some point we 
are going to go back through. You have 
all been watching the accounts. We are 
going to go back through that discus-
sion again of how we shore up the fi-
nances of the U.S. postal system. It 
would be nice if we go into that having 
actually high-quality information and 
the optionality that information would 
provide us. That is as complicated as 
this one is. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I recognize 
my friend and thank him once again 
for his courtesy on the floor. I reluc-
tantly oppose his amendment. 

The United States Postal Service is a 
service. Every one of us knows that 
there are some of the facilities that 
serve rural areas, in particular, that on 
a cost basis would not be there if it 
were not a service and we did not deem 
the rural areas needing service. There-
fore, it is across the enterprise itself 
that we are looking at their finances. 

Therefore, to put the United States 
Post Office to the pretty extensive ana-
lytical chore of determining each post 
office, particularly in rural areas—now, 
I represent some rural and some subur-
ban, but I think this would be a burden 
and add paperwork without giving us a 
result. 

When I say not giving us a result, Mr. 
Chair, let us say that post office A, B, 
and C were making a profit and D, E, 
and F, if you look at the unit, that is 
the single post office, were not making 
a profit, but nevertheless that neigh-
borhood needs to be served. It is the 
overall profit or loss of the postal de-
partment providing the service to all 
Americans that I think is the criteria 
that we ought to be looking at. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, what 
the ranking member is saying is fair. 

The goal here is to have much better 
information, because the reality is we 
are going to go back through that un-
comfortable exercise again. It is prob-
ably a year or 2, maybe 3 years out. 
The world has changed. This is one of 
the great difficulties we have around 
here, and it is sometimes hard to ac-
cept. 

In a weird way, we are sort of a pro-
tection racket. We protect incumbent 
models of business, incumbent proc-
esses, incumbent bureaucracies, but 
how many of us are now paying our 
bills on this thing? How many of us are 
communicating on this thing and not 
licking an envelope with the risk of a 
paper cut? Come on, that was funny. 

The world is different. I know we 
have a certain sensitivity to the his-
tory and to the communities, but we 
are going to have to deal with the fi-
nancial realities that is modern Amer-
ica. That is all I am trying to do. If we 
are going to deal with those, let’s have 
quality information so we understand. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 12 OFFERED BY MRS. BICE 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 12 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 16, line 2, after the dollar amount, in-
sert ‘‘(reduced by $5,000) (increased by 
$5,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Oklahoma. 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
support of this amendment. My amend-
ment directs the Commissioner of the 
Internal Revenue Service to provide 
Congress with the quantity and types 
of weapons, weapons systems, ammuni-
tion, explosive devices, armored vehi-
cles, drones, UAVs, and chemical weap-
ons, such as tear gas, in their posses-
sion. 

Since taking office, the Biden admin-
istration has repeatedly attempted to 
supercharge an already weaponized 
IRS. 

According to the watchdog organiza-
tion Open The Books, the IRS has 
spent over $35 million since 2006 to 
stockpile weapons, ammunition, and 
gear. Nearly one-third of this $35 mil-
lion, or roughly $10 million, has been 
spent in the last 3 years alone. The re-
port also mentions the purchase of tac-
tical lighting, optical sights, ballistic 
helmets, and similar items. 

This is not a new issue, and it is not 
new to Oklahomans. The late Dr. Tom 
Coburn, the godfather of oversight and 
a great Oklahoman, previously raised 
similar questions and never received 
adequate responses from the IRS. 

In July, I sent a letter to IRS Com-
missioner Daniel Werfel requesting in-
formation on this issue, including: 

Details on the accounts that the IRS 
had used to purchase such weapons, 
gear, and ammunition. 

Data on the quantity and types of 
items used in the possession of the IRS. 

Information on the specific types of 
modifications to IRS-issued weapons 
that had been approved, and the num-
ber of these requests that have been ap-
proved. 

This is vital information, because 
part 9 of the Internal Revenue Manual, 
titled Criminal Investigation, outlines 
modifications that can be made to 
weapons and the process for exceptions. 
Proper oversight dictates that we un-
derstand the process and the practice. 

The IRS still has not replied to my 
letter. They must be reminded that 
Congress controls the power of the 
purse and has oversight authority. 
Americans are rightly concerned by 
the IRS’s lack of accountability, and 
they are frustrated that agencies con-
tinue to abuse their power. 

Mr. Chair, it comes down to trans-
parency. I fully recognize the historical 
significance of the IRS and their abil-
ity to take down criminal entities. 
However, the IRS needs to tell the 
American people exactly what capabili-
ties they have. 

When the IRS audits an American 
business or individual, they first and 
foremost ask for an asset inventory 
list. If you don’t have one, it is a seri-
ous problem. Why does the same agen-
cy refuse to provide their own asset 
list? What are the materials stock-
piled? 

This is increasingly concerning as we 
look at recent funding increases due to 
the so-called Inflation Reduction Act 
in which the Biden administration pro-
vided millions of dollars to hire tens of 
thousands of new agents. 

I will remind my colleagues of the 
strict rules and processes that are in 
place on our military as it relates to 
firearms and munitions. Every mili-
tary commander must keep a detailed 
and precise record of munitions, both 
spent and otherwise. They are expected 
to measure to the ounce and can re-
ceive significant punishment if those 
numbers do not match up. The IRS 
should be no different. 

Today, the number of armed Federal 
agents is rapidly approaching the size 
of the United State Marine Corps. The 
lines have been blurred between the 
IRS’s role as a regulatory tax agency 
and a law enforcement agency. 

The American taxpayers are pro-
viding the funding for these assets. The 
least they deserve is an accounting of 
their purchases. My amendment pro-
vides much-needed transparency on 
this issue. 
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Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-

sition to the amendment. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, this is a con-
tinuation of the majority party’s con-
tention that there are these thousands 
of agents that are going to be at your 
door armed to the teeth and ready to 
intimidate you. 

b 1045 

That is not true. It is a good political 
scenario, but it is again the demonizing 
of people who are trying to catch tax 
cheats, tax dodgers, criminals, drug 
dealers, and others; many of whom are 
very dangerous people and who are 
very heavily armed themselves. 

This is a defund the police argument 
that the Republicans are making. Why? 

Because they want to somehow in-
timidate. 

Frankly, I don’t care much about 
getting this information. I think this 
information is certainly worthwhile 
having. It is not worthwhile in terms of 
its intent to continue ad nauseam and 
contend something that is not true. 

Most of the agents that are going to 
be hired and have been hired are ac-
countants, tax attorneys, and inves-
tigators to go through these volumi-
nous tax returns that are filed by cor-
porations and individuals. 

We could have included this in the re-
port language. This is an add-in and 
then add-out language. It has no fiscal 
impact. It is unnecessary. 

Here we are some 10 days from the 
close-down of government. We are 
spending time on a number of these 
amendments, some of which votes have 
been asked for, while we twiddle our 
thumbs until February 17, without hav-
ing resolved that issue. 

I think it is unfortunate that we con-
tinue to misrepresent to the American 
public that we are trying to make sure 
that people who do not pay their taxes 
do not put a greater burden on patri-
otic Americans—small, medium, and 
large—who do pay their taxes, and to 
somehow give this misnomer or 
mischaracterization or misinformation 
that somehow, as they have said over 
and over again, these armed 87,000 
agents—absolutely untrue—are going 
to be at somebody’s door trying to col-
lect their taxes. 

We are trying to collect taxes from 
some pretty bad people. The agents we 
asked to do that work are doing it for 
their country and putting themselves 
in harm’s way. 

Some assertion that somehow the 
IRS has become an army of agents 
showing up at doors with machine guns 
is absolutely wrong. I hear it all the 
time. 

Apparently, it makes good politics. 
Apparently, some don’t believe that 
people ought to pay their fair share of 
taxes, that drug dealers who try to hide 
their money ought to not have some-

body come to their door or come to 
their place of illegal business and say: 
You are a lawbreaker. You are a crimi-
nal. You owe us and the American peo-
ple money, legally. You are doing it il-
legally and avoiding your taxes. 

I hope that this aspersion that some-
how the IRS has become this armed 
army that is assaulting the American 
people is retracted by those who, for 
political purposes, continue to spew 
this argument. It is not fair to those 
people we ask to conduct the law en-
forcement business of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this amendment. I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. BICE. Mr. Chairman, they could 
prove that they are not hiding any-
thing and not stockpiling weapons by 
providing the report that I requested. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield the balance of 
my time to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, let me cor-
rect the record on one thing my friend 
said. He referred to the continuing res-
olution that expires not February 17, 
but this month, November 17. I just 
didn’t want him to give the American 
people the appearance that we had a 
lot more time because we don’t. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I can assure 
my friend, I understood the proximity 
of the date being this month on No-
vember 17. 

Mr. WOMACK. Exactly. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, if I said Feb-

ruary, I thank the gentleman for cor-
recting me. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the gentlewoman’s amend-
ment. 

In full committee we had a robust 
discussion. I think the information we 
are working on right now is back in 
2018 from the GAO. It is time for the 
IRS Commissioner to give us this infor-
mation. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate the gen-
tlewoman for the Bedlam battle vic-
tory that they had this past week. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Oklahoma (Mrs. BICE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MRS. 

HARSHBARGER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 15 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 23, beginning on line 12, strike ‘‘above 
the levels in the possession of the Internal 
Revenue Service on July 13, 2023’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Chair, I rise to address the Biden 
administration’s reckless decision to 
use taxpayer dollars to purchase weap-
ons and ammunition for the IRS, which 
is a tax collection agency. 

Last year, the American people were 
shocked to learn that the Biden admin-
istration was providing billions of dol-
lars to the IRS to hire 80,000 new 
agents, whose job it will be to go after 
hardworking, middle-class Americans. 

The IRS should be focused on assist-
ing our constituents with tax compli-
ance and ensuring Americans receive 
their entitled refund, not focusing on 
arming its agents with the aim of fur-
ther extorting the American taxpayer. 

The majority of Americans don’t 
trust the government to be good stew-
ards of their tax dollars. Arming the 
IRS certainly will not inspire new hope 
in our system. 

Let me make one thing clear. Wash-
ington does not have a tax collection 
problem. It has a spending problem. 

By disarming our tax collectors, this 
amendment offers us an opportunity to 
refocus the image of the IRS and re-
store faith in our government. After 
all, under President Biden, our agen-
cies have been weaponized enough. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition to the gentle-
woman’s amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Arkansas is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, as I men-
tioned before in the previous debate, 
we had a robust debate in full com-
mittee and adopted an amendment 
which capped IRS firearms and ammu-
nition levels as of July 13, 2023. I think 
that is reasonable. 

This amendment would remove that 
cap. I understand that some of my col-
leagues have concerns about Federal 
agencies holding vast amounts of fire-
power. We need to be careful not to de-
prive our agencies of the ability to pur-
chase firearms to carry out their law-
ful duties. 

Mr. Speaker, it is under that cir-
cumstance that I oppose the amend-
ment, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chairman, 
I understand why the IRS criminal in-
vestigation agents carry weapons. I am 
looking at a 2019 report where it was 
reported that by the end of 2017 the IRS 
already had 4,487 guns and over 5 mil-
lion rounds of ammunition. I don’t 
know what they need that for. 

When we have more agents carrying 
weapons than we do marines carrying 
weapons, that is a problem. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 
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Mr. WOMACK. I yield to the gen-

tleman from Maryland, the ranking 
member of the subcommittee. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I adopt 
not only his premise that we have lan-
guage in the bill that was fully debated 
in committee that will achieve the 
knowledge that we need. 

In addition, I would reiterate, we 
need to respect law enforcement— 
whether it is called IRS agents—be-
cause people are breaking the law. For 
whatever reasons, people who are tax 
cheats or drug dealers laundering 
money or some ilk like that, any dan-
gerous group of people, particularly 
when they have got criminal gains, are 
not paying any taxes, although, it is 
clearly owed. 

It is unfortunate that we continue to, 
A, defund those folks and limit them. I 
think the chairman is absolutely right 
in his objection to this. It demeans the 
officers who are risking their lives to 
do the duty that we have given them 
and they have a sworn responsibility to 
do. 

If they were called the Rolling 
Heights Police Department, and you 
said we are going to cap their weapons 
and do this, I think people on your side 
of the aisle, with all due respect, would 
be standing up and saying they are 
defunding the Rolling Hills Police De-
partment. Isn’t that awful? 

Because they are called IRS agents 
who enforce the law, they confront 
crimes, that somehow they are lesser 
law enforcement officers and are at 
lesser risk, I think that is not the case. 

Mr. Chairman, I join the chairman in 
opposition. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I would 
say, notwithstanding the fact that 
these Federal agencies engage in law 
enforcement activities, whether it is 
IRS or FBI, it doesn’t make any dif-
ference. They are engaged in some very 
dangerous activities. Notwithstanding 
the fact that they are engaged in ac-
tivities, we should all remember that 
part of their mission is also to train for 
these dangerous circumstances. 

There are training events and weap-
ons qualifications and all kinds of 
thing that require the expense of am-
munition, maybe not for a nefarious 
target down range, but in order to be 
able to make them better at their 
trade should that circumstance present 
itself. 

Mr. Chairman, it is under those con-
ditions that I reluctantly oppose the 
gentlewoman’s amendment. I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chairman, 
the last thing I heard is that we have a 
couple people who haven’t paid taxes. 
Hunter Biden is one, and more than 
likely so is President Biden. The IRS 
should not be the agency that goes 
after criminals. That is an agency 
called the FBI. 

If they want to enforce the border 
with guns, then go after the 8 million 
plus illegals that are coming across the 
border and also the known terrorists 
that we have in this country. 

Mr. Chairman, this is my amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. CRAWFORD). 
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentlewoman from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Tennessee will 
be postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 16 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIDSON 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 16 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Department 
of the Treasury to design or develop a Cen-
tral Bank Digital Currency, or establish a 
United States Central Bank Digital Currency 
as legal tender. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment expands upon the base tax. 

The base tax says that none of these 
funds may be used to establish a cen-
tral bank digital currency. A central 
bank digital currency shouldn’t be es-
tablished. Establishing could mean 
that it has already been created and 
waiting in the wings just in case we 
need it. 

For ‘‘Star Wars’’ fans, imagine if we 
let the empire build the Death Star, as 
long as they promise not to turn it on. 
Let’s not do that. 

Let’s not build this thing in the first 
place. We shouldn’t design it or develop 
it. It shouldn’t exist. That is the point 
of this amendment. Stop wasting your 
time on something that the American 
people don’t want and Congress hasn’t 
authorized. I think the base tax sort of 
gets at that, but I wanted to expand 
upon that to be clear. We don’t even 
want it to exist. 

Why is this important? 
On March 9 of 2022, the Biden admin-

istration released an executive order 
outlining the administration’s ap-
proach to the risks stemming from dig-
ital assets and blockchain technology. 
This included a directive to explore a 
United States central bank digital cur-
rency. 

b 1100 

On March 1, 2023, the Under Sec-
retary for Domestic Finance Nellie 

Lang gave a speech focusing on the ad-
ministration’s efforts thus far to de-
sign and develop a central bank digital 
currency: ‘‘ . . . a CBDC would involve 
both a new form of central bank money 
and, potentially, a new set of payment 
rails. Both real time payment systems 
and CBDCs present opportunities to 
build a more efficient, competitive, and 
inclusive U.S. payment system.’’ 

She announced the creation of the 
Treasury-led CBDC Working Group to 
complement the Fed’s work on the U.S. 
CBDC. 

These are excerpts from her speech. 
Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve has 

made substantial steps toward devel-
oping a central bank digital currency, 
as well. They have done numerous re-
search on projects on the design, but 
the San Francisco Fed is actually re-
cruiting and hiring for a senior crypto 
architect of a central bank digital cur-
rency to develop a U.S. central bank 
digital currency. 

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitu-
tion is clear. The authority for cre-
ating money rests with this body, and 
we clearly aren’t authorizing that. 

In testimony the chairman of the 
Federal Reserve has made it clear that 
they couldn’t actually establish it 
without congressional authorization. 

We want them to stop building it. 
What is a central bank digital cur-

rency? 
It is a corruption of the concept of 

money from its proper use as a store of 
value and a means of exchange into a 
tool for coercion and control. 

The version that is being studied is 
the same version that the Chinese 
Communist Party is implementing in 
China, which is a centrally managed, 
centrally controlled database. 

Now, I am not saying the United 
States would automatically do the 
same things China is doing with it, but 
it would have the same features where 
the central government actually sees 
every single transaction. There is no 
intermediary. In fact, the central gov-
ernment becomes the intermediary be-
tween the person and their own prop-
erty. It would have a claim on it, but 
their claim would rest with the Federal 
Government. 

We do not need that kind of money in 
the United States. We don’t want that 
kind of money in the United States. It 
is Orwellian, and it is dystopian. Every 
dystopian future has some version of 
corrupted money where the money 
itself is used as a tool for coercion and 
control. 

In fact, the Book of Revelation, what 
I consider Scripture, talks about this, 
and in our time we are seeing the tech-
nology that could do it. In over 100 
countries this kind of design and devel-
opment work is underway. The United 
States should not partake in it. It is al-
ways depicted as evil, and we should 
have no part in it. 

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of this 
amendment. To be very clear, not only 
do we not want it established, we do 
not want it to exist. 
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Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I claim 

the time in opposition. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I have a cred-
it card in my pocket. It is a piece of 
plastic, and I am sure that 150 years 
ago or 100 years ago somebody said: 
Well, that plastic is not money. 

Nonetheless, very frankly, most of us 
no longer carry significant sums of 
money because we use our credit cards. 

Now, I am not an expert on this. This 
is an authorizing issue. The authorizers 
on the Financial Services Committee 
and the experts who deal with this 
should be deciding whether we ought to 
even look at it, and that is what this 
amendment would preclude, looking at 
an option. 

Now, I am sure it is much more com-
plicated than my simple analogy of a 
credit card, but I guarantee you, Mr. 
Chairman, if people 100 years ago were 
told that you can spend this plastic, 
they would have said: Are you crazy? 

Now, I don’t know whether or not 
Treasury or the Federal Reserve will 
see something that makes it more effi-
cient and effective to transfer money 
from one place to another, which is 
what we do with a credit card. We 
transfer from our bank not by going to 
the bank and doing a withdrawal slip, 
we do it by giving somebody plastic, 
and they then put it in the system and 
the system puts my money from my 
account into the seller’s account. 

Now, I don’t know that that is so 
simplistic as to be inaccurate, but I do 
say, Mr. Chairman, that it is putting 
your head in the sand in a very techno-
logical age in which we live in which 
things may be made more effective, 
more accurate, and more user-friendly. 
I don’t know the answer to that. 

Nevertheless, I certainly don’t be-
lieve that we ought to say: Don’t look 
at the options. 

So I would oppose this amendment. I 
am sure it is well-meaning, and I cer-
tainly believe the gentleman is con-
cerned about what China does, and I 
don’t know exactly what they do. I 
heard his brief explanation, but the 
fact of the matter is looking at an op-
tion—and the gentleman is correct, we 
would have to approve that option. We, 
the Congress of United States, the Rep-
resentatives of the American people, 
and the Senate, would have to approve 
that option, and we would have author-
ity over that because, as he said, that 
is what the Constitution says. 

Nonetheless, not looking at options I 
don’t think is a good policy for this 
country, for any business, or for any 
family. Look at your options. 

Mr. Chair, I urge us to reject this 
amendment, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, the 
gentleman’s argument is not against 
the language of this text. The gentle-
man’s argument is about studying 

something or researching it, and the 
clear language does not prohibit re-
search or study. It does prevent design-
ing or developing it. We don’t want 
them to create it. 

Research all you like, Mr. Chairman, 
understand how evil it is. I assure the 
gentleman I am actually an expert on 
this field, and I am on the authorizing 
committee. We have as a committee 
passed language that prohibits the use 
of a central bank digital currency by 
the United States of America. 

So the appropriation is aligning with 
the work of our authorizing com-
mittee. This is not legislating or it 
wouldn’t have been made in order. It is 
a simple prohibition of the use of funds 
to do certain activities. 

We don’t want them to create this. 
They can research, they can come and 
say: We have studied this, and we think 
there are some really interesting ideas, 
and here is a proposal for something 
that might exist someday. 

Mr. Chairman, we simply don’t want 
them to create it, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Is the gentleman op-
posed to the working group that now 
exists? 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. The working group I 
think is within the purview of study 
and research. We just want to make 
sure that they don’t cross the line into 
designing and developing, and it looks 
like they are starting to do that. We 
don’t want them to create something 
and say: See, it already exists. 

We didn’t appropriate money for 
them to do that. We didn’t tell them to 
create it. We just want to be more 
clear on what we want you to do. By all 
means, research. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time. 
First, the gentleman is an expert and 
knows much more than I do about this. 
I take that as a given. 

Secondly, he is on the authorizing 
committee. That committee has full 
authority to do that. He says it 
wouldn’t be in order. It is not author-
izing, but it says none of the funds, 
which means that whatever is going on 
can’t use any funds to do this. 

He says it is about creating and not 
studying. I hear him, but this is an au-
thorizing issue, and it ought to be in 
the hands and the consideration of the 
committee of jurisdiction. Apparently, 
it hasn’t moved, which is why the gen-
tleman is now trying to get it through 
by a backdoor, in effect, of saying none 
of the funds can be used for the pur-
poses that are ongoing. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I oppose this 
amendment, I urge its rejection, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 18 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 73, line 14, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $635,000,000)’’. 

Page 217, line 16, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $635,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, ever 
since its ill-advised inception and in-
clusion in the Dodd-Frank Act, Repub-
licans have been largely unified about 
many, many issues with the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau. 

Its unconstitutional, unaccountable 
leadership structure has been litigated 
before the Supreme Court. Its unac-
countable funding structure—chiefly, 
the fact that its funding comes from 
the Federal Reserve and not the duly 
elected Members of Congress—will 
likely be addressed during the Court’s 
October session. 

None of us know, nor should we pre-
sume to know, what the Court will de-
cide on the latter issue. Nevertheless, 
as written, the underlying bill address-
es concerns with the funding structure 
by funding the CFPB through the reg-
ular appropriations process. 

This amendment retains that provi-
sion at a level of zero. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to this amendment. 

The CFPB is vital in safeguarding 
the interests of American consumers. 

You are on your own. That is the on-
going message that Americans hear 
from our Republican colleagues. You 
are on your own, and we are not going 
to protect you. 

The CFPB serves as an independent 
agency dedicated to ensuring that fi-
nancial products and services are fair, 
transparent, and free from deceptive 
practices. 

Very frankly, we are dealing with 
trillion-dollar financial institutions. 
There is no consumer except the most 
expert who can, on their own, make 
sure they are getting a fair shake and 
who can, on their own, make sure they 
are not getting rolled and make sure 
that they are not being ripped off. 

That is what this agency is supposed 
to do. 

By holding financial institutions ac-
countable, the CFPB protects con-
sumers from predatory lending, fraud, 
and other forms of financial exploi-
tation. 

That is the little guy. That is the lit-
tle guy who can’t do it for himself or 
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herself and is counting on us to make 
sure that what is represented to them 
is, in fact, fair and not, as I said, rip-
ping them off. 

The CFPB promotes fair and trans-
parent financial markets by enforcing 
regulations and consumer protection 
laws. This oversight helps maintain the 
integrity of the financial system, fos-
tering trust and confidence among con-
sumers and businesses alike. 

If we don’t have it, if we zero fund it, 
then guess what, Mr. Chairman? 

Confidence is going to go away. 
Guess what, Mr. Chairman? 
Financial institutions—some very 

small, some medium size, the large, 
maybe they will get away with it, they 
will be able to sustain themselves—but 
the financial system will lack con-
fidence, and we know that confidence is 
critical to the financial community 
and our economy operating effectively. 

The CFPB conducts investigations, 
issues fines, and enforces compliance 
to deter companies from engaging in 
harmful or fraudulent activities, ulti-
mately reducing the risk of financial 
crises and market instability. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to oppose this 
amendment. 

Very frankly, as I have said in the 
past, in the twenties, we didn’t have 
these—the 1920s, not the 2020s. In the 
1920s we didn’t have any of these pro-
tection agencies. The reason they were 
created in the thirties was to try to 
stabilize the markets. Very frankly, we 
have had an extraordinary market for 
the most part. 

Now, I have been here when we have 
had some real downturns, and con-
fidence was lost. Nevertheless, if we 
eliminate CFPB and other like agen-
cies or, frankly, reduce the resources 
that some agencies like the SEC have 
to make sure that our markets are 
safe, secure, and transparent, then our 
economy is not going to be the kind of 
economy, frankly, that we want. Very 
frankly, our economy is not going to be 
the kind that we have now in terms of 
a pretty vital, vibrant market creating 
some 13 million, 14 million jobs over 
the last 24 months. 

So, Mr. Chairman, this is not about 
politics. This is about our economy, its 
stability, and the confidence that peo-
ple have in it. I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to vote ‘‘no’’ on 
this amendment, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, it is 
amazing to me somehow this country 
made it a couple hundred years with-
out the CFPB, and now we can’t wake 
up in the morning without it. 

The CFPB operates off a fundamen-
tally flawed assumption that our fellow 
Americans, the little guy, is a rube and 
they lack the agency and the intel-
ligence to choose products and services 
that fit their needs and, instead, must 
be infantalized while further empow-
ering a government that does not have 
their best interests at heart. 

Their vilification of mundane serv-
ices provided by banks and credit 

unions leaves our constituents with 
fewer and more expensive options. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DONALDS). 
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Mr. DONALDS. Mr. Chair, we should 

be in support of this amendment for 
one very important reason: The CFPB 
is unconstitutional. 

It is an agency that was given legis-
lative powers through Dodd-Frank, one 
of the worst pieces of financial regu-
latory legislation ever to come through 
this Chamber, and it has no account-
ability and no oversight from Members 
of Congress. 

They go to the Federal Reserve to 
get their money. They go out to the 
public, and they actually are writing 
regulations that Congress has not even 
contemplated and putting out over-
sight that Congress has never actually 
voted for. They are doing it with no 
oversight from the people’s body. 

Just yesterday, the CFPB went to 
Apple, Google, and the payment firms 
and came up with new proposed rules 
on digital wallets when this Chamber 
has not even come out with legislation 
around digital wallets or digital assets. 
We have not done that work in the peo-
ple’s House, so to allow an agency like 
this to continue to operate with no 
oversight, to go in and out of any com-
pany they choose to based upon the 
whims of Mr. Chopra, is not constitu-
tional. Furthermore, it is not befitting 
for an agency under the government of, 
by, and for the people. 

Let me also add that the bill pre-
sented by Mr. BARR from Kentucky is a 
good step in the right direction because 
it would at least give Congress Article 
I oversight powers over the CFPB and 
allow us to do the thing that Mr. 
PERRY is arguing for, which is zeroing 
out this agency and eliminating it al-
together. 

Let’s speak to the consumer protec-
tions that the gentleman from Mary-
land has talked about. 

Before CFPB, consumer protections 
actually were within the purview of all 
the other Federal agencies that are 
under the oversight guise of Congress. 
CFPB was created so that they 
wouldn’t have to come here for over-
sight. 

I have no problem with making sure 
that consumers are protected, but not 
by a rogue, unconstitutional agency 
that should not exist. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, we had this 
discussion a little earlier on Mr. 
BARR’s legislation. 

This is before the Supreme Court. 
You are making a representation that 
this is unconstitutional. You are going 
to find out the answer to that probably 
by early summer of next year. We will 
be in session. We can respond to that. 

This is a matter that ought to be 
considered out of the Financial Serv-
ices Committee and reported to the 
floor, and we ought to consider it. 

This was not adopted without 
thought. You may disagree with the 

conclusion that was arrived at, but it 
had a lot of discussion. By the way, for 
those of you who have not been here a 
long time, it had a conference. You 
may not know what a conference is, 
but what a conference is, is we pass 
legislation, the Senate passes legisla-
tion, and they go meet. 

We hardly do that anymore, unfortu-
nately. That is sad, in my view. I have 
been here for a long time, and con-
ferences are good. That is the way the 
process ought to work, as opposed to 
just putting something here and zero 
funding an agency that was created. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. Members are re-
minded to direct their remarks to the 
Chair rather than to other Members. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I remind ev-
erybody that the CFPB was an all- 
Democrat conference. There were no 
Republicans. 

Mr. Chair, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
NORMAN). 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I fully sup-
port Chairman PERRY’s amendment. 

This agency is a rogue agency. Let 
me give an example to my friend to my 
left. The CFPB is irresponsible and 
reckless. In February 2023, a CFPB em-
ployee made an unauthorized transfer 
of records to a personal email account 
containing personal information of 
256,000 customers. It affected over 45 in-
stitutions. 

We sat with Mr. Chopra during a 
hearing. He is unregulated. I don’t 
know if you have ever been on a bank 
board, but they are the most regulated 
group. 

Do you know who pays the price, the 
fines, that they come up with through 
vague, in today’s world, climate 
change? All these customers up here 
that are trying to borrow money. 

It never should have existed. To keep 
it funded and to keep it as it exists 
with the personnel, we are going back-
ward. 

Mr. Chair, I fully support this amend-
ment. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I yield the re-
mainder of my time to the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
friend from Pennsylvania, and I com-
pliment and applaud him for intro-
ducing a very legitimate amendment 
to address the unconstitutional struc-
ture of the agency and the fact that 
they are a rogue agency. 

There is no greater critic of the 
CFPB than me. Ask Mr. Chopra about 
that. However, I reluctantly rise in op-
position, which may surprise my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle, 
to the amendment. It is not because 
the agency doesn’t deserve a check the 
way Mr. PERRY wants but because it is 
important for this institution that we 
assert, in the long run, the appropria-
tions power of this body. That is why I 
support the Womack bill, which funds 
the agency and deprives the Court of 
the excuse to uphold the agency. 
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Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will 
be postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 19 OFFERED BY MRS. RAMIREZ 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 19 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 73, line 14, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $635,000,000) (reduced by 
$635,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Illinois. 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Chair, the bot-
tom line is this: Undermining the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau 
harms Americans’ financial security. 

That is why today I am offering my 
amendment supporting the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau, the 
CFPB, and its independence, which is 
essential in protecting Americans from 
predatory practices. 

I offer this amendment at the urging 
of the Illinois Coalition For Immigrant 
and Refugee Rights, an invaluable or-
ganization in my district. 

Established after the 2008 financial 
crisis, the CFPB protects Americans 
from predatory financial practices and 
lenders while fighting discrimination 
in the financial sector. In its first 12 
years, the CFPB has been able to re-
turn or restore over $17.5 billion to 
American consumers in compensation, 
canceled debts, and other relief. It has 
filed over 4 million complaints against 
companies on behalf of consumers. 

My amendment affirms that Congress 
should not meddle in an independent 
agency and acknowledges the impor-
tance of the Bureau in protecting con-
sumers from exploitative practices, in-
cluding when it comes to questionable, 
crushing medical debt. The CFPB’s 
work is incredibly important, espe-
cially as medical debt continues to 
burden communities in my State of Il-
linois and disproportionately impacts 
Black and Brown people. 

Across the country, 41 percent of U.S. 
adults currently have unpaid medical 
or dental bills. I know many of them, 
and many of them are in my own fam-
ily. 

During my time serving as executive 
director of an organization that 
worked to advance economic oppor-
tunity, I have seen medical debt de-
stroy individual’s and families’ finan-
cial security and rob them of their fi-
nancial futures. 

Medical debt puts people in impos-
sible positions. They have to choose be-
tween seeking necessary healthcare 
and paying for their basic needs like 
food, housing, and heat when it is 20 
degrees in Chicago. 

While we could solve the challenge of 
crushing medical debt through uni-
versal healthcare and Medicare for All, 
medical debt continues to plague the 
American people. 

We have to protect our communities 
from abusive and deceitful practices 
that compound the challenges that ev-
eryday Americans face when navi-
gating medical emergencies. One of 
those deceitful practices is deferred in-
terest medical credit cards. Research 
from CFPB is exposing the exploitive 
practices around these medical credit 
cards, which have average interest 
rates 10 times higher than our average 
credit cards. 

Let’s think about that. Our credit 
cards already have extremely high in-
terest rates. These are 10 times higher. 
Patients seeking medical help who are 
given this option are almost always un-
aware of the exploitative charges and 
costs if the full balance is not paid by 
their deadline. 

The CFPB’s vital role also includes 
cracking down on debt collectors who 
try to trick and coerce patients into 
paying medical debt that unlawfully 
exceeds cost caps. 

CFPB has been working to remove 
medical debt from credit reports as 
medical debt should never be an indi-
cator of someone’s worth and should 
never limit a person’s opportunity for a 
prosperous and thriving life, including 
access to safe, stable housing and em-
ployment opportunities. 

That is why, Mr. Chair, it is critical 
for the CFPB to maintain its independ-
ence from congressional meddling so 
that it can continue to address prac-
tices that are harming consumers, es-
pecially predatory lending that leads 
to medical debt, and to hold bad actors 
accountable. 

As someone who is deeply concerned 
with housing access and affordability, 
CFPB’s work to remove medical debt 
from credit reports would literally 
change the outcome for thousands of 
working families. It would improve the 
credit scores of millions of Americans, 
opening up access to rental housing, in-
surance, the purchase of their first 
home, and even employment for many 
who experience barriers due to their 
low credit scores. 

We know that CFPB has reported 
that debt collectors use inaccurate or 
outdated information about their med-
ical debt. It is clear that the CFPB 
serves an essential function in pro-
tecting hardworking, everyday Ameri-
cans from predatory practices and fi-
nancial exploitation. 

Let me say this loud and clear: An 
attack on the CFPB is an attack on ev-
eryday Americans and working fami-
lies. We must protect the independent 
funding of the CFPB, and we have to 
reject every assault on its funding 
structure. 

We have to allow CFPB to move for-
ward with its number one job of pro-
tecting the American consumer. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Illinois (Mrs. RAMIREZ). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 21 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 88, line 25, after the first dollar 
amount, insert ‘‘(reduced by $13,050,000)’’. 

Page 217, line 16, after the first dollar 
amount, insert ‘‘(increased by $13,050,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, my amend-
ment reduces funding for the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, CPSC, to 
fiscal year 2019 levels, something that 
Republicans have made a central piece 
of any spending arrangements in this 
Congress. 

Under the Democrats’ fiscal year 2023 
omnibus, which every Republican last 
year voted against, Congress appro-
priated over $152 million. The fiscal 
year 2019 appropriation for CPSC was 
$127 million, which, when measured 
against the proposed appropriation in 
this bill, represents a relatively modest 
$12 million cut. 

No one opposes the good intentions 
behind the CPSC. In fact, this amend-
ment doesn’t gut the agency at all. Ev-
eryone here wants to make sure that 
our fellow citizens are safe. However, it 
is fair to say that the CPSC has cer-
tainly gone well beyond basic con-
sumer protection. 

Earlier this year, the CPSC indicated 
that they planned to take action on 
banning gas stoves. Obviously, that ef-
fort failed, but the fact that the CPSC 
even considered taking action on gas 
stoves—heaven forbid that the Amer-
ican people feed themselves—is an indi-
cation of just how far this agency has 
gone off the rails. If an agency can reg-
ulate indoor air, what can’t they regu-
late? 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 
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Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, helping the 

consumer does not seem to be the ob-
jective of the amendments that are 
made to this bill. 

My colleagues have heard numerous 
statements by Ranking Member 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ and others about 
how the consumer is confronted with 
extraordinarily complicated and big 
agencies, and relying on the fact that 
what is being sold to them or given to 
them—sold to them, for the most 
part—is safe to use. 

They don’t have labs to analyze 
whether that is the case. They don’t 
have researchers able to understand 
that. It is not that they are dumb. 
Somebody said that I thought that 
they were rubes. That is baloney. I 
think they are smart, bright people. 

b 1130 

They don’t have the capacity to real-
ly know what is in that product. They 
can’t analyze it. They don’t know what 
toxins may or may not be in it. That is 
what this agency is about. 

This would reduce the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission’s funding 
below the fiscal year 2019 levels. Well, 
that was now 5 years ago. We are doing 
the fiscal year 2024 budget now. It 
clearly would harm individual con-
sumers who rely on their work, period. 
It would harm the Commission’s abil-
ity to halt dangerous imports from 
China, investigate deaths associated 
with consumer products, and research 
emerging hazards. 

This cut of $13 million would bring 
the CPSC’s funding level down from its 
fiscal year 2023 funding level of $153 
million to its fiscal year 2019 level of 
$127 million, a 20 percent reduction. 

Well, consumer, you are on your own. 
That is what the mantra is: Consumer, 
you are on your own. I hope that the 
committee chair would oppose this. As 
you know, these levels are signifi-
cantly below the President’s budget. 

Last year, 32 million people sought 
medical attention for an injury related 
to a consumer product. Mr. Chair, 32 
million people sought redress for an in-
jury related to consumer products. 
There were an estimated 57,000 deaths 
in 2021 related to consumer products. 

Under this amendment, imports of 
consumer goods would be significantly 
slowed. Companies seeking help with 
recalls would face significant delays, 
and CPSC’s efforts to address the on-
line sale of dangerous recalled products 
would be greatly harmed. 

Consumer, you are on your own. That 
is unfortunate because the consumer— 
our constituents, our fellow Ameri-
cans—needs to have confidence. They 
need to have confidence in the banking. 
They need to have confidence in prod-
ucts that are sold to them, so they 
have the confidence to buy them, to let 
their children use them, to have them 
present in their homes and in their 
businesses, and, yes, even in their cars. 

Mr. Chair, I urge us, as protectors of 
consumers—not Republicans and 
Democrats, but as people who want to 

protect consumers—to reject this 
amendment. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I agree, 
and I think we all can agree that we 
want to keep consumers safe, but this 
is a modest $12 million cut to an agen-
cy that has gone beyond its purview. 

I live in a rural community. I live 
back in a valley on top of a hill, and on 
occasion we have ice storms, so having 
a gas stove is important to me and my 
family. In rural America, having gas 
stoves, propane, is important to Amer-
ica, and yet this agency tried to ban 
gas stoves. 

Why? Because they are driven by a 
political agenda far beyond their mis-
sion statement of keeping Americans 
safe. 

This is why we need a modest cut to 
a rogue agency, to send them a mes-
sage to get back on track to do their 
job and quit pushing the woke Biden 
administration’s agenda. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, first of 
all, let me address the gas stoves. That 
was a sidebar comment. It wasn’t any-
thing about taking gas stoves out of 
people’s homes or out of their yard or 
anything of that nature. It was a polit-
ical gem that has been seized on by the 
majority party to pretend somehow 
that there was an active effort to take 
away their Weber from their yard. 

It is absolutely untrue. It was a side-
bar comment by one commissioner 
about we need to look at gas stoves. It 
is like defunding the police or the IRS 
being an army. 

Furthermore, this is not a minor cut. 
This is a 20 percent cut. Not this 
amendment, but when you add it to 
that which was reduced in the bill 
itself, it is a 20 percent cut in pro-
tecting consumers. I think that is a 
pretty big cut. I urge its rejection, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I guess 
that is Common Core math because at-
tempting to block an increase isn’t a 
cut. We are talking about $12 million 
off the current appropriations. That is 
a modest cut. 

By the way, the gas stoves, that was 
attempted through rulemaking. So my 
colleague, who I greatly respect, must 
assume that the American people are 
stupid because they attempted to regu-
late and ban gas stoves. That is a fact. 
It can’t be disputed. I am appalled that 
that was even mentioned, even in pass-
ing. 

That being said, it should be noted 
that two Democrat Presidents reduced 
the size of this agency’s budget—both 
Carter and Clinton—at a time when bi-
partisan support was there for fiscal re-
straint. That is what we are asking for. 
That is what we should do. We should 
send them a message that enough is 
enough. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption of my 
amendment. We are in a crisis in this 
country. Our southern border is over-
run, spending is out of control, and 
agencies have gone woke. This Presi-

dent has failed us. It is time we get our 
fiscal house in order. 

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of my 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee will be 
postponed. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I have a 
pro forma amendment at the desk. I 
rise as the designee of the ranking 
member. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I think my 
friend has left the floor. Maybe he 
hasn’t left the floor, but let me read 
this message. They are going to reject 
it out of hand because it comes from 
the CPSC. The message says: 

For what it is worth, we never proposed a 
gas stove ban, period. Total nonsense. We 
had one commissioner say something in an 
interview, and then the chair shot it down, 
but there is no staff working on anything 
like this, no proposal to do anything like 
this. Same as saying that Congress is doing 
something because one Member of Congress 
is introducing the bill. 

Defund the police. An army of thou-
sands from the IRS. They ought to stop 
scaring the American people and giving 
them misinformation. 

That gas stove story is baloney that 
the gentleman talked about. But it is a 
really great political talking point 
they think because the guy with the 
Weber stove in their yard is going to 
think the Feds are out to get my 
Weber. Baloney. However, it is a good 
talking point because if someone keeps 
saying a lie over and over and over 
again, maybe somebody will believe it. 

I try to tell the truth when I am on 
the floor. The Bible tells me the truth 
shall set you free. Be honest with 
America. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 24 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 95, line 25, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $66,830,000)’’. 

Page 217, line 16, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $66,830,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman 

from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, this 

amendment reduces the amount avail-
able for salaries and expenses of the 
Federal Trade Commission to FY19 lev-
els at just over $306 million. 

It should come as no surprise that I 
disagree with the Biden administra-
tion’s weaponization of the Federal 
Trade Commission. 

Much like other Biden administra-
tion approaches to financial services 
regulation, the FTC policies under 
Chair Lina Khan threaten to disrupt 
entire sectors of the American econ-
omy by moving away from the con-
sumer welfare standard toward arbi-
trary metrics that aim to break up 
companies—or stop them from merg-
ing—simply because they are too big. 

I mean, we can’t even be bothered, as 
my friend on the other side of the aisle 
says, with the consumer not having the 
capacity to determine what is in their 
best interests, which is affronting 
enough. I mean, all us dumb rubes out 
here in America, we don’t know what 
the heck we are going to do without 
the government to tell us what to do. 
We can’t even do that now. We just 
have to come up with arbitrary things 
that we don’t like and then weigh in. 

The FTC has targeted the following 
standard businesses and business prac-
tices, citing several concerns, includ-
ing, the charging of advertising and 
other fees to sellers that sell on Ama-
zon or advertise using online plat-
forms. 

Mr. Chairman, when you want to buy 
something, it is going to cost you 
something. Somebody has to pay for 
that. That is how business is done. 

Other FTC concerns include the use 
of noncompete clauses in contracts, 
and the idea that mergers themselves— 
rather than downstream effects on con-
sumers—negatively impact consumers. 

Unfortunately, this government 
seems focused on killing successful 
American business instead of staying 
out of its way. 

Most, if not all, of these practices are 
agreed upon in contracts between two 
willing parties. If you don’t like what 
is in the contract provisions, whether 
it is a noncompete clause or you have 
to pay for your advertising, there is a 
simple remedy not involving the gov-
ernment: Just don’t sign the contract. 
It is pretty easy. 

In the last couple years, the level of 
FTC salaries and expenses has in-
creased from just over $300 million to 
$430 million in FY23. That is $130 mil-
lion in extra salaries and expenses. I 
don’t need to tell everybody here, I 
hope, but we are $33.7 trillion in debt— 
the last time I checked the debt clock, 
2 days ago—and there ain’t no end in 
sight. 

As my young daughter told me when 
she looked at the debt clock for the 
first time, she said, Well, it doesn’t 
stop. Yeah, no kidding. It doesn’t stop, 
because this place just keeps spending 
like there is no tomorrow. If we keep 

going, there might not be a tomorrow 
for this country. 

I appreciate that the bill’s author 
wrote it at a lower level than FY24. It 
shouldn’t be too tall a request to lower 
that number even further to 
prepandemic levels when, oh, by the 
way, just a couple years ago, the gov-
ernment was still too big and was 
spending more money than it took in 
then, especially given the questionable 
tactics of this administration’s FTC. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, You are on 
your own, consumer. You are on your 
own, Mom. You are on your own, Dad. 
That is what they said in the 1920s. I 
keep repeating it: You are on your 
own. The markets went wild, and they 
crashed, and millions and millions and 
millions of people suffered badly. 

This bill already cuts FTC, and this 
amendment brings salaries and ex-
penses down to its fiscal year 2019 lev-
els, that is to say that it cuts in half 
the complement of employees at the 
FTC. That is not a nick. That is a you 
are on your own. 

Boy, the pleaders for doing things 
that are not legitimate, Mr. Chairman, 
must be a long line. We don’t want to 
be regulated. Now, I am not calling 
anybody a rube, but I will tell you, 
maybe you can. 

When I go to the gas station and I 
put the pump on, and the gas goes in, 
there is not a single way that I can tell 
whether that product is what they say 
it is. 

Do you know what I rely on, Mr. 
Chairman? I rely on—both at the State 
and Federal level—that somebody is 
checking on that gas to make sure it is 
not going to blow up my car. I can’t do 
that. I rely on the government to do it, 
to make sure that I am safe, to make 
sure my car is not damaged when I pull 
that pump and some liquid goes into it. 

b 1145 

Why do I presume that? Not because 
the gasoline company says it is, be-
cause the gasoline company may have 
some incentive to, hey, maybe short-
change a little bit of this and short-
change a little bit of that. 

If somebody is checking, that incen-
tive is eliminated. Just like when peo-
ple are checking on making sure you 
are paying your taxes or doing the 
speed limit on the road. They think 
somebody’s checking, so they are more 
likely to do that. They are more likely 
to pay their taxes. 

To the extent that the other side 
continues to try to nip away at the 
protections for the consumers and the 
investors and the purchasers of food 
and drugs and other items of consumer 
products, to the extent that we erode 
that, we are going to erode this econ-
omy, and we are going to diminish the 

quality of life for people and their se-
curity. 

This agency was reduced signifi-
cantly by this committee, and this is 
not just a nick at it. It is a cut of the 
muscle and the ability to do the job 
consumers and constituents, we call 
them, expect it to do for them, their 
families, and their children. I oppose 
this amendment and urge its rejection. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, the good 
gentleman from the State of Maryland 
says, well, you are on your own. You 
are on your own. I don’t know. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. PERRY. I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. PERRY says that. I 
don’t say that. 

Mr. PERRY. Well, the gentleman 
said it over and over again—you are on 
your own, implying that we are saying 
you are on your own. 

In 2019, we were on our own somehow, 
I guess, because that is what this goes 
back to. Somehow, we made it to 2023, 
by the grace of God, I guess, because 
the good gentleman also refers to the 
twenties, so I imagine it is the 1920s. 

Well, it is the 2020s, and things have 
changed a little bit. I know that my 
good friend from the other side of the 
aisle and I are a little bit older, but 
neither of us were around in 1920. 
Things have changed a little bit. 

Now, as a young man, I pumped gas 
for a living. I do know the difference 
between gasoline and diesel and ker-
osene because I have a nose, and I can 
read. 

Sure. Do mistakes happen? Do people 
put gasoline in diesel and diesel in gas-
oline? They changed the size of the 
nozzle, by the way, in case you can’t 
figure that out. If you can read, and 
most people in America can read, they 
can figure it out. 

The point is, we are not a bunch of 
rubes, and we don’t need the govern-
ment to figure out all this stuff for us. 

We don’t need the government wiping 
our rear end every time we go to the 
bathroom, but that is what you would 
have us believe, that that is what we 
need, that Americans are so dumb, 
they can’t do it without the Federal 
Government. 

Somehow this country survived a 
couple hundred years, and not only sur-
vived, became the greatest country on 
the planet, and it wasn’t because the 
Federal Government was wiping our 
rear end the whole way. 

I urge adoption, and I yield the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I don’t 
know that I am going to dignify that 
with an extensive response. I think the 
American public are very bright, but 
they don’t have assets. 

You may smell the gasoline. You 
may be an expert on gasoline. I know 
what gasoline smells like. I put it in 
my lawn mower. I put it in my chain 
saw. I put it in my car. I have no idea 
beyond the smell what is in there. 
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That is my point. My point is they 

expect us to be making sure that when 
that big gas tanker rolls in that gas 
station and puts that liquid in there 
that it is something they can use in 
their car and it won’t hurt their car 
and it won’t hurt them. That is my 
point. 

Don’t misrepresent my position as 
saying Americans are dumb. They are 
not dumb. They are smart. They are 
smart enough to know that they need 
somebody checking up on the quality 
of that gas before they put it in their 
car. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote and 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
PERRY). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will 
be postponed. 

The Chair understands that amend-
ment No. 25 will not be offered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 26 OFFERED BY MR. BRECHEEN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 26 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 99, line 11, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $12,735,000)’’. 

Page 102, line 5, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $12,735,000)’’. 

Page 217, line 16, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(increased by $12,735,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Oklahoma (Mr. BRECHEEN) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment is going to return funding 
for the General Services Administra-
tion, GSA, real property activities of 
the Federal buildings fund back to fis-
cal year 2019 levels. It is a modest cut 
of $12.7 million. 

For context, this amendment would 
cut 0.5 percent of the entire bill. I will 
repeat that: 0.5 percent is what this 
amendment proposes. This is one-half 
of one percent. 

This amendment returns spending for 
this specific funding back to pre- 
COVID discretionary spending levels. 
To my colleagues, discretionary out-
lays by our Federal Government to-
taled $1.7 trillion last year, and last 
year’s deficit was $1.7 trillion. 

That means 100 percent of discre-
tionary spending is borrowed from our 
kids and our grandkids. That means 100 

percent of all that we are discussing 
these last many weeks is borrowed 
money. We have to start cutting sig-
nificantly. 

Can we not go back to fiscal year 2019 
as a start? Is that not enough govern-
ment that we experienced in 2019? 

This amendment cuts a modest $12.7 
million from a $5.7 billion allotted 
amount for rental space that is not 
even being fully utilized by our Federal 
agencies. 

The Government Accountability Of-
fice, GAO, released a report titled Fed-
eral Real Property Preliminary Results 
that show Federal buildings remain un-
derutilized due to longstanding chal-
lenges and increased telework. 

This report assessed 24 different Fed-
eral agencies’ and departments’ use of 
building space. The review was con-
ducted between January and March of 
this year, long after the COVID–19 pan-
demic ended. 

Mr. Chairman, 17 of those 24 agencies 
the GAO identified and listed utilized 
only 25 percent or less of their head-
quarter building capacity. Even on the 
higher range, these agencies only used 
between 39 to 49 percent of their head-
quarters on average. 

For one agency the GAO did not 
name, GAO calculated that even if all 
of its agency staff were physically 
present in its headquarters, only 67 
percent of the facilities would be occu-
pied. 

The same report detailed that under-
utilized office space cost 24 agencies 
mentioned in the report $2 billion a 
year—$2 billion a year—lost due to 
wasted office space, and that was only 
for maintenance and operation costs. 
These agencies spend over an addi-
tional $5 billion on leasing space. 

At a January 2023 meeting between 
the Federal Real Property Council, 
more than half of the participating 
agencies acknowledged that their head-
quarter buildings had excess space even 
prior to the pandemic. These are the 
headquarter offices. Not much less do 
we need to talk about the satellite of-
fices. 

The GAO report also mentioned that 
all 24 agencies have reduced their in-of-
fice work and have not returned to 
prepandemic levels because of remote 
work. 

Even before the pandemic, Federal 
agencies struggled to determine how 
much space they needed to fulfill their 
missions. 

Retaining excess and underutilized 
space is one of the main reasons Fed-
eral real property management has re-
mained on the GAO high-risk list since 
2003. For 20 years, GAO lists this prob-
lem among its high-risk list. It is a 20- 
year problem. 

The GAO high-risk list seems to iden-
tify and help resolve serious weak-
nesses in areas that involve substantial 
resources. 

More than half of GSA’s leases, 
which account for 83 million square 
feet, are set to expire between 2023 and 
2027. Therefore, the time to reduce this 

inefficiency must be now. This amend-
ment can help achieve that. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, first of 
all, this bill urges every Federal agen-
cy to return people to the offices, and 
then where are you? Well, we don’t 
need the offices now, so we can save 
money. 

You can’t have it both ways. If you 
want people to return, you are going to 
need office space for them, and you are 
going to need to maintain it. 

By the way, operational costs are 
going to go up and capital costs are 
certainly going up when you purchase 
Federal space. Existing Federal space 
may not be in the right place, and 
maybe you need to go rent something, 
as well. 

Here, rental space is already cut by 
$158 million. It is not a nickel-and- 
dime there. It is a significant decrease. 
This amendment brings that total 
down to fiscal year, as has been said, 
2019 levels. 

I don’t know. I haven’t read the 
amendment, so I don’t know whether it 
keeps rental costs down to 2019 levels 
or construction costs down to 2019 lev-
els or other expenses attributable to 
the maintenance and acquisition of 
property. I think it doesn’t and, obvi-
ously, constitutionally it couldn’t do 
that. 

Reducing the revenues without re-
ducing the costs is going to cause, ob-
viously, a very substantial imbalance 
in the ability of GSA to operate effec-
tively. 

This cut would bring the GSA’s rent-
al of space funding level down from fis-
cal year 2023 to fiscal year 2019 $5.4 bil-
lion, a 3 percent reduction. It is six 
times higher than a 0.5 reduction, but, 
nevertheless, not insignificant. 

GSA plays a critical role, as all of us 
know, in managing Federal real estate 
procurement and tech services, by the 
way, including our own offices. 

Reduced funding may lead to delays, 
inefficiencies, and increased costs in 
government activities. The chairman is 
not here, but I know that he believed, 
because that is what he proposed and 
that is what was adopted, that the ap-
propriate reduction was $158 million. 

Now, in addition to that, of course, 
we had an agreement at 2023 levels, and 
149 Republicans voted for that agree-
ment. I don’t know whether the gen-
tleman who offered this amendment, 
Mr. Chairman, was one of them. It 
doesn’t really matter. A large number 
of us voted for that—314 Members in 
total. 

Mr. Chairman, 75 percent of the Con-
gress voted for a level of funding, 
which the Senate is doing because they 
believe that is the appropriate level. 

In light of the fact that it has al-
ready been reduced very substantially, 
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I would strongly oppose this amend-
ment and urge the Congress to reject it 
and the House to reject it. 

Remember, they have office space, 
and they are worried about their own 
office space either as rented in the pri-
vate sector or in public buildings. They 
pay an offset in the public buildings. 

Each Member should think of what 
has happened to their costs and act ac-
cordingly and don’t expect others in 
the Federal Government to do what we 
are not doing ourselves. 

I would ask my colleagues to reject 
this amendment and stay with the re-
duction that has been made which I, 
frankly, think is excessive myself, but, 
nevertheless, a very substantial reduc-
tion already. 

Going to fiscal year 2019 levels was 
not contemplated by anybody that 
voted just a short while ago on the 
agreed funding levels in this bill. 

Now, I want to be fair. The agreed 
funding levels were not by item. It was 
an overall cap. Contemplating a cut of 
this nature is going to severely under-
mine the ability to operate in an effi-
cient, effective way. GSA, I think, does 
that and needs the resources to do it on 
behalf of all Americans. 

Getting those people back in offices 
is a good optic, but reducing the ability 
to maintain those at the same time is 
not good business. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

b 1200 
Mr. BRECHEEN. Mr. Chairman, let 

me reiterate that, this last year, GAO 
said 17 of the 24 agencies that they sur-
veyed used only 25 percent of their 
headquarters office space. That means 
75 percent of office space in the head-
quarters of the largest agencies is va-
cant. 

This is just returning back to 2019 
levels. We are talking about $12 million 
in cuts for what the GAO says is a $7 
billion problem. 

For 20 years, they have been talking 
about this, so much so that it has been 
on their high-risk list for years. 

If we are going to account for a $1.7 
trillion deficit, can we start by cutting 
millions out of billion-dollar problems? 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
BRECHEEN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 27 OFFERED BY MR. BURLISON 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 27 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 115, line 22, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $20,000) (increased by 
$20,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 

from Missouri (Mr. BURLISON) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. BURLISON. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of this amendment, which 
would increase/decrease funding to ex-
press that the Office of Personnel Man-
agement should renew the security 
clearance of David Grusch. 

Mr. Grusch formerly served as a Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office represent-
ative to the UAP Task Force, from 2019 
to 2021. He recently testified before 
Congress, claiming that partial frag-
ments and even intact vehicles have 
been found for decades by the Federal 
Government, our allies, and defense 
contractors. According to Mr. Grusch, 
objects and vehicles retrieved are of 
‘‘exotic origin . . . based on the vehicle 
morphologies and material science 
testing and the possession of unique 
atomic arrangements and radiological 
signatures.’’ 

Mr. Grusch also told us that the U.S. 
is in possession of ‘‘nonhuman space-
craft’’ and dead pilots. 

Finally, Mr. Grusch told us that he 
has spoken with intelligence officials 
whom the U.S. military had briefed 
about football field-sized aircraft, that 
the U.S. Government transferred some 
crashed UAPS to a defense contractor, 
and that intelligence officials were also 
briefed on malevolent activity from ex-
traterrestrial beings. 

Now, of course, all of this was very 
interesting to me and a number of my 
colleagues on the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. My first 
question for Mr. Grusch, when I had 
the opportunity, was to say that those 
were pretty incredible claims, but I am 
from the Show-Me State, so he would 
have to show me. I requested specific 
information that could not be conveyed 
in that hearing but in a secure setting. 
Unfortunately, he is unable to provide 
us with any supporting evidence to 
back up his claims because his security 
clearance has lapsed. 

My understanding is that Mr. Grusch 
did go through the proper channels by 
turning over classified information to 
the IC inspector general. He ultimately 
filed a complaint to the IC inspector 
general, alleging that the information 
he presented to the IC has been ille-
gally withheld from Congress. 

Mr. Chair, I would like to know more 
about these claims, and so would a 
number of my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. 

I am certainly pleased that the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Account-
ability is working hard to bring in the 
relevant inspector general so we can 
cut through all the roadblocks that 
have been presented since Mr. Grusch 
stepped forward. We need to cover all 
possible angles here, and if we can get 
Mr. Grusch in a SCIF with an active se-
curity clearance, that would go a long 
way. 

This amendment simply expresses 
support for the Office of Personnel 

Management to renew the security 
clearance of David Grusch so that he 
can show us his work. 

As a freshman Member, I have seen a 
lot of these increase/decrease amend-
ments. While on its face they appear to 
not do anything, it is my under-
standing that the agencies generally 
pay attention to the legislative history 
and intent, which is why I am offering 
this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. BURLISON). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-

stands that amendment number 28 will 
not be offered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 30 OFFERED BY MR. 
SCHWEIKERT 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 30 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 127, line 20, after the dollar amount, 
insert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my friend and colleague from 
Arizona and the ranking member. 

Mr. Chairman, we remember the 
EIDL loans from during the pandemic. 
We have some documents that say 
there may be as much as $62 billion in 
impairment. Understand that there is a 
difference between impairment and de-
linquency behind those. 

We actually have an intense concern 
on some of the articles and other 
things that have come to our attention 
that the collection—look, this is never 
a happy conversation when you are 
talking about going out and collecting 
loans, but this is money that is owed to 
the hardworking taxpayers. It is only 
fair. We made a deal. 

We actually believe if we take the 
mean of some of the reports we have 
been best able to get, there is about $33 
billion that is ready for, functionally, 
some type of hard collection. They are 
substantially delinquent. 

We are here fighting over dollars. We 
are fighting over pennies sometimes. If 
there are billions of dollars out there 
that are owed back to the Small Busi-
ness Administration and those things, 
we have the legal obligation to go col-
lect. That is the deal. 

The amendment is trying to move 
away from an article in The Wash-
ington Post that was basically saying 
the Small Business Administration had 
either slowed down or stopped pursuing 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:45 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00046 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08NO7.049 H08NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5595 November 8, 2023 
collections. Let’s go collect the money. 
As we are lifting every seat cushion 
around here trying to find resources, 
there is a stack of resources here. 

The other thing it would also help us 
understand is how much fraud ulti-
mately there was in the program, but 
without the collection efforts, you ac-
tually cannot truly document those 
numbers. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I would 
make an observation. I understand 
what the gentleman is saying. The IRS 
says there are $688 billion. That is not 
chump change, not behind the sofa 
cushion, $688 billion. They say that if 
they have the resources, they can col-
lect a large sum of that, which is really 
what the gentleman is looking to do in 
this amendment with this agency. 

Mr. Chair, this bill provides for a 23- 
percent cut in enforcement on moneys 
that are due and owing under the cur-
rent law to the Government of the 
United States. The gentleman and pre-
vious speakers have said how con-
cerned they are with the deficit. I 
would think that—again, I will use the 
collection department of a corporation 
as the example—you would want to col-
lect that money. 

If the principle that the gentleman 
espouses is a good one, and I frankly 
think it is, then we ought to apply that 
to that $688 billion, which would have a 
substantial impact on collections. 

Let’s say we just collected a third of 
that. That would be more money than 
all of these cuts combined and perhaps 
all of these bills. I find it confusing and 
contradictory that the gentleman 
would want to collect these debts—of 
course, the agency says it would cost 
more to collect than would be col-
lected. That is their position. Whether 
that is true or not, I am not arguing 
that, but that is their position, as I un-
derstand it. 

In the case of the $688 billion, it is, 
essentially, if you are at the upper end, 
$1 of expenditure for $12 of revenue. 
Frankly, at the lower end, it is much 
less, $1 to maybe $1.67 or $1.87. That is 
a relatively small return on the invest-
ment but a big return on the bigger 
taxpayers, whether they are corporate 
or individual. 

Mr. Chair, I think the principle the 
gentleman enunciates is a good one. I 
hope he would pursue it in talking 
about the IRS’ ability to oversee very 
complicated and lengthy returns that 
have resources that are not very trans-
parent and are from sources that aren’t 
withdrawn because that might in fact 
help us get to where he wants to get in 
reducing that debt. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chairman, 
may I inquire as to how much time is 
remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Arizona has 3 minutes remaining. 

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Chair, let me 
say to the gentleman from Maryland 
that he will be happy to know that he 
actually accepted, en bloc, two of my 
amendments. 

Mr. Chair, I am blessed to chair the 
Oversight Subcommittee of the Ways 
and Means Committee, and within 
there is the use of technology. We have 
actually had to deal with the reality, if 
you are actually reading some of the 
reports that are coming from the IRS, 
that they can’t seem to hire the people 
to do the audits. Apparently, there is a 
shortage of people with accounting and 
that type of talent. 

We actually brought two amend-
ments—both made it into the en bloc, 
so I appreciate that—to actually go 
and use AI and technology to talk 
about exactly what the gentleman 
from Maryland said. 

I actually believe in many ways that 
is more ethical and moral because I can 
audit an algorithm. I can’t audit some-
one’s heart or their personal politics. 
We actually have demonstrations also 
on the customer service side with the 
use of chat AI and those things, but 
that is IRS. We are here talking about 
the Small Business Administration. 

I am trying to be intellectually con-
sistent. We did our amendments there 
to pursue a rational use of technology. 
If it is true that there may be, accord-
ing to this article, an estimated $62 bil-
lion in past due pandemic loans, if it 
costs more than $62 billion for the 
Small Business Administration to go 
collect $62 billion, the world has come 
to an end. I mean, let’s be intellectu-
ally consistent here. 

This agency has the legal obligation 
to collect these loans. My fear is there 
may have been so much fraud that 
there is almost this discomfort of peel-
ing back the onion and saying one- 
third of the book or 20 percent of book, 
whatever it is, will never be performing 
loans. 

Mr. Chairman, to my friend from 
Maryland, this is actually just moving 
some money around so the Small Busi-
ness Administration does what they 
are actually supposed to be doing and 
what is actually already part of the 
loan. We are actually moving some re-
sources so it can be accomplished. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. 
SCHWEIKERT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 31 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 32 printed in part B of House 
Report 118–269. 

The Chair understands that amend-
ment No. 35 will not be offered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MR. BARR 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 37 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be made available to implement or enforce 
General License No. 8H, issued by the Office 
of Foreign Assets Control on October 25, 2023. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment would prohibit the Treas-
ury Department from issuing General 
License No. 8H, which was issued by 
the Office of Foreign Asset Control on 
October 25. 

It represents a fundamental policy 
shift in our approach to Russia and 
ending its aggression against Ukraine. 
This amendment is a recognition that 
the Biden Treasury Department’s Rus-
sian oil price cap policy has failed. It is 
not curbing Moscow’s war spending be-
cause the cap has proven unenforce-
able, especially outside of the G7. 

Russian oil is trading well above the 
cap, funneling billions of dollars and, 
in fact, trillions of rubles into Putin’s 
war machine. 

b 1215 

It is also a recognition that Presi-
dent Biden and Climate Czar John 
Kerry’s climate agenda and war on 
American energy has come in direct 
conflict with our national security and 
our efforts to counter Russian aggres-
sion. Their climate policies have lim-
ited the tools available to them and 
pushed our country into pursuing a 
woefully ineffective price cap strategy 
in lieu of closing the huge loophole 
they created for energy-related trans-
actions in their sanctions on Russian 
banks. 

That is right. For the Americans 
watching on television who have been 
given the impression that President 
Biden is being tough on Moscow, the 
truth is, they are allowing oil sales to 
finance the war. That is the Biden pol-
icy, to create a huge loophole for en-
ergy-related transactions that allows 
Putin to finance this war. 

License number 8H is an extension of 
authorizations by this administration 
going back to the very start of the war 
in Ukraine. It permits U.S. persons to 
engage in any transaction with sanc-
tioned Russian financial institutions if 
the transaction involves Russian en-
ergy. This is the Biden administra-
tion’s weak policy toward Russia. 

It includes not only Russian energy 
sales but even production, refinement, 
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and transport. Despite sanctions, 
again, on Russia’s leading banks, in-
cluding restrictions on the Central 
Bank, OFAC licensing has exempted 
dealings that support the most vital 
source of export earnings for Moscow. 

Why this administration punishes 
American energy but rewards Putin’s 
energy is beyond comprehension. This 
is simply perverse. On the one hand, 
the Biden administration is 
greenlighting Russia’s efforts to earn 
hard currency for its war machine even 
as it asks Congress for billions of dol-
lars to defend and reconstruct Ukraine. 
The left hand destroys while the right 
hand rebuilds, but somehow the admin-
istration is stumped that this war 
grinds on without end. 

Had Biden continued the Trump ad-
ministration’s energy dominance strat-
egy, he would not be as constrained as 
he is today, and global energy markets 
would be far less dependent on Russian 
oil and gas, making a full embargo or 
sanctions without a general license far 
less painful for us and our allies. 

My amendment says enough is 
enough. If we really want to help the 
Ukrainian freedom fighters, we have to 
end Russia’s ability to wage war. That 
means cutting off every avenue avail-
able for it to fund its hostilities. 

As The Wall Street Journal reported 
just this week, Russian tax revenues 
for oil and gas surpassed $17 billion last 
month, an increase of 25 percent from 
the previous year. These revenues are 
bolstering Moscow’s abilities to threat-
en Ukraine with the government plan-
ning to increase military spending by 
70 percent next year. 

Under my amendment, the United 
States will not be complicit in these 
energy sales. It will ensure that sanc-
tioned Russian banks are, in fact, sanc-
tioned. The loopholes that Russia has 
enjoyed for over a year, thanks to 
President Biden, will be closed, and we 
will send a signal to the world that 
turning a blind eye to Russian exports 
is over. 

At the same time, passage of this 
amendment must be viewed in the 
broader context of the administration’s 
multilateral efforts to ensure the con-
tinued supply of Russian energy. 

Even if we close off the U.S. and its 
financial system from these trans-
actions, the Treasury Department has 
convinced our European allies to roll 
back EU sanctions under a price cap 
scheme for oil. Treasury’s own data has 
shown that the price cap still allows 
Russia to earn billions of dollars each 
month in oil sales. Moreover, with 
Urals crude prices rising, the World 
Bank recently concluded that the price 
cap ‘‘appears increasingly unenforce-
able.’’ 

The only way to counteract this 
trend will be to acknowledge once and 
for all that the war in Ukraine will not 
end until Russian energy dries up. That 
means enforcing sanctions, not rolling 
them back. The first place to start is 
here at home with OFAC licensing. 

My amendment is an important step 
toward this goal. If you want to get 

tough on Putin, stop his energy ex-
ports. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure and bring energy 
dominance back to the United States. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman from Kentucky has expired. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, if you want 
to get tough on Putin, don’t elect one 
of his friends President of the United 
States. 

This legislation that has been of-
fered, as I understand it, wants to see a 
full sanction and prohibition on deal-
ing with Russian oil. That may be a 
worthy objective, but I think the way 
to do it is to do it. We can pass legisla-
tion on that. 

As I understand it, 8H is one of the 
principle ways in which we implement 
sanctions that we urge. To do away 
with that ability without replacing it— 
and I may be wrong in what I am say-
ing, so the gentleman can correct me— 
does not seem to be a worthwhile ob-
jective. In other words, if you need 
more, let’s legislate more sanctions. 
We can do that. Don’t take away sanc-
tions that currently exist, even 
though, as the gentleman hypothesizes, 
they are not as effective as they ought 
to be. 

I hear what he is saying. I very much 
want to help Ukraine. I hope your 
Speaker brings Ukraine to the floor 
pretty soon. That is really going to 
help Ukraine. We need to do it sooner 
rather than later. We have 300 votes on 
average to help Ukraine on his side and 
my side of the aisle, Mr. Chairman. 

It seems to me that is the way we 
ought to go about it, rather than try-
ing to do it through what is a rel-
atively clumsy, in one sense, way of ac-
complishing an objective with which I 
may agree. I don’t know all the rami-
fications of that, and I don’t have the 
information from Treasury as to what 
adverse impact they think it will have. 
It seems to me the way to do it is to do 
it and do it through the legislative 
process and have that debate and know 
the consequences of the action that the 
gentleman proposes. 

For that reason, I am opposing the 
amendment and urge its rejection. 

Mr. Chair, I yield to the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I appreciate 
the sentiment, and I am with Mr. 
HOYER on providing support for 
Ukraine, but the 8H license is actually 
the loophole. It is the exception to the 
sanctions. 

I give President Biden credit and Sec-
retary Yellen credit and Wally 
Adeyemo credit for the sanctions on 
Russian banks and the Central Bank. 
The problem is the huge loophole they 
have created with the general license. 

What my amendment proposes to 
do—and I just came from a meeting 
with Deputy Treasury Secretary 

Adeyemo, a great patriot—but what we 
are trying to say is the price cap is not 
working; close the loophole, sanction 
Russian energy exports. I offer that as 
a bipartisan amendment. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, reclaiming 
my time. 

Let me ask something. As I under-
stand it—again, not having the infor-
mation that he has available to him— 
one of the reasons those exemptions 
are given is because of the fear that 
there will be a substantial price hike if 
that oil is not on the market and that 
price hike will then go to what a lot of 
his colleagues have been talking about, 
these awful prices at the pump. 

Am I correct? 
I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, to answer the 

question, that is a very good question. 
That is the key question. 

To the administration’s credit, they 
are trying to solve this difficult ques-
tion: How do we impose sanctions on 
Russia and Putin without hurting our 
allies? 

Mr. HOYER. And our consumers. 
Mr. BARR. And us, because unfortu-

nately our allies are overdependent on 
Russian sources of energy. 

The problem is because of this price 
cap scheme that they have concocted, 
Russian oil is trading above the cap, so 
it is not exactly affecting anything. 

The truth is, there are two solutions. 
Number one is to decrease our and our 
allies’ dependence on Russian gas by 
increasing our own production. This is 
where the administration’s climate 
agenda is in conflict with our national 
security. 

Secondly, the general license is the 
problem. If they repealed the general 
license and did what Treasury does all 
the time on sanctions and to help our 
allies in case-by-case scenarios with a 
special license—let’s say, for Germany 
in a particular case, okay, that is fine; 
they retain that authority, Treasury 
would—but a general license that says 
Putin can sell all of his energy with no 
ramifications whatsoever through a 
general license is not tough on Russia. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman from Maryland has expired. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I demand a re-
corded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MR. BARR 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 38 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 
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At the end of the bill (before the short 

title), insert the following: 
SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce Executive Order 14008 ti-
tled ‘‘Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home 
and Abroad’’ (January 27, 2021) or any rule or 
regulation to implement such Order. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. BARR) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Chair, my amend-
ment prohibits funds from being used 
to implement the Biden administra-
tion’s January 2021 executive order ti-
tled ‘‘Tackling the Climate Crisis at 
Home and Abroad.’’ 

The Biden administration issued this 
executive order under the guise of pro-
tecting United States’ national secu-
rity and foreign policy, yet Repub-
licans see right through this. 

This executive order is yet another 
example of the Biden administration’s 
effort to circumvent the people’s House 
and advance their radical anti-Amer-
ican energy agenda by depriving the 
energy industry of the financing it 
needs from our capital markets. 

Perhaps if we want to work in our na-
tional security interests, Mr. Chair, we 
should bring energy independence and 
dominance back to the United States 
by promoting, not working to prevent, 
the financing of the very capital-inten-
sive energy sector. 

We should block misguided ESG ini-
tiatives where the ultimate goal is to 
politicize the allocation of capital and 
steer investments into the Democrats’ 
desired climate transition. To protect 
national security interests, we should 
pass H.R. 1 and unleash American en-
ergy not just for our economy but for 
our national security. 

Instead, unsurprisingly, the Biden 
administration releases this executive 
order that calls for the U.S. to rejoin 
the Paris Agreement, creates a Na-
tional Climate Task Force consisting 
of members from multiple Federal 
agencies, including the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the Secretary of De-
fense, which will result in agencies 
taking their eye off the ball of real sys-
temic risks in our financial system and 
global stability to focus on political 
initiatives and calls for a government- 
wide approach to the climate crisis. 

What might be the most egregious is 
the executive order’s call to tamper 
with financial flows to align with a 
pathway toward low greenhouse gas 
emissions and climate-resilient devel-
opment. The Biden administration is 
calling for the government to put its 
thumb on the scale of free-flowing cap-
ital, pick winners and losers, and pur-
sue an agenda to starve energy compa-
nies of the financing that they need 
and redirect capital into speculative 
green energy technologies that, frank-
ly, are unproven and will not actually 
fix the climate. 

This is in direct contradiction with 
our national security interests, in-

creases our energy dependence on our 
adversaries, and is once again showing 
us Democrats are exploiting the most 
envied capital system in the world to 
pursue their most radical and detri-
mental agendas. My amendment will 
put a stop to this. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues, for 
the interest of our economy but also 
for the interests of national security, 
to support this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, first of all, 
our economy is doing better than al-
most any economy in the world. I have 
had numerous debates, Mr. Chair, or 
discussions with the majority leader in 
the last Congress. He kept talking to 
me about American energy. I kept 
pointing out to him, almost every time 
he raised it, we were producing more 
energy than we had under the previous 
President, and yet they kept wringing 
their hands about how we were under-
mining the energy industry. 

Now, at the same time we are not un-
dermining the energy industry, we are 
also trying to deal with an extraor-
dinary crisis that confronts the global 
community, and that is climate 
change. This amendment blocks any 
whole-of-government strategy led by 
the White House to build a resilience 
both at home and abroad against the 
impacts of climate change. 

Nationwide, communities are already 
facing severe impacts that will con-
tinue to intensify. In 2022, there were 18 
separate billion-dollar weather and cli-
mate disasters that impacted the 
United States: hurricanes, floods, 
wildfires, droughts, among other 
events. 

b 1230 

We had a very substantial invest-
ment we made in alternative energy. 
Now, I happen to be a huge supporter of 
alternative energy, particularly in nu-
clear. I have been a supporter of nu-
clear energy for a very long period of 
time. I have a big nuclear plant in my 
district. It is an alternative clean en-
ergy option. I want to see that further 
expanded. Right now it is somewhat 
cost prohibitive in terms of getting 
loans. 

Mr. Chairman, at the time of tremen-
dous need and challenge, this amend-
ment will make us less prepared to pre-
vent and withstand the severe impacts 
of climate change that our country al-
ready faces on a regular basis, as does 
the world. 

Industries have recognized that need 
and are pursuing that need—not as vig-
orously as they were perhaps last year 
or the year before that—but pursuing it 
vigorously. I visited a number of the 
energy companies themselves who were 
involved in the fossil fuel industry, 
also looking at alternative energy be-
cause they see that as the future. 

This amendment undermines both 
the focus and the process of moving to-
ward that, which the White House is 
trying to do. Why? 

Because they have a responsibility 
for all Americans. They have a respon-
sibility to look at more than 24-month 
cycles. 

We, in Congress, are sort of hide-
bound by 24-month cycles. We need to 
look long term. That is what President 
Biden is trying to do; look long term 
and be prepared. Be prepared for a time 
when we are smothering our little 
globe and heating it up and melting the 
ice of the world. We are making agri-
culture unattainable in certain areas. 
We are making life difficult in certain 
areas. 

It is necessary that we look long 
term. It is necessary that we have a 
longer vision. It is necessary that we 
have an administration that has the 
ability and inclination to do just that. 
That is what they are doing. 

I think this amendment certainly 
speaks to one segment of the energy 
that we have in this country, and that 
is fossil fuel. We are going to be using 
fossil fuel for some years to come, 
maybe some decades to come. We need 
to look long term at more efficient and 
effective energy sources that do not 
cause a danger to humanity. 

Mr. Chair, I urge that we not pursue 
this, we allow the administration to 
continue its efforts, and we admit that 
climate change is a crisis happening 
now. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. BARR). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 39 OFFERED BY MR. BEAN OF 
FLORIDA 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 39 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the Community Advan-
tage Small Business Lending Companies pro-
gram in the final rule of the Small Business 
Administration entitled ‘‘Small Business 
Lending Company (SBLC) Moratorium Re-
scission and Removal of the Requirement for 
a Loan Authorization’’, issued on April 12, 
2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 21890). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
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from Florida (Mr. BEAN) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Chairman, 
I rise today in full support of my 
amendment No. 39 to H.R. 4664. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank Chairman 
WILLIAMS and my colleagues on the 
Committee on Small Business for their 
support. This May, the Small Business 
Administration implemented a rule 
which disregards Congress’ authority 
and makes its Community Advantage 
Pilot Program permanent. 

This program was created in 2011 and 
had been continuously reauthorized on 
a short-term basis by Congress. In fact, 
it is already authorized to continue op-
erating through September 2024. Not so 
fast. 

The SBA got tired of relying on Con-
gress and taking our directions and de-
cided to make the program permanent 
by creating an entire new class of lend-
ing entities. These new entities are 
called Community Advantage SBLCs. 
Now the SBA no longer has to come to 
Congress to make sure the program 
continues to operate. 

We all know this is not how agencies 
are supposed to work. If the Commu-
nity Advantage program was success-
ful, then it is the duty of Congress to 
evaluate it to make sure it should be 
permanent. Unfortunately, the SBA 
does not want to operate in this fash-
ion and removed the elected Members 
of this body from the equation. 

This amendment reasserts congres-
sional authority over the process by 
prohibiting any funds from imple-
menting and administrating any li-
censes for the new Community Advan-
tage SBLC’s licenses. 

Not only does this amendment ensure 
that Congress’ authority is not ig-
nored, but it sends a strong message to 
all Federal agencies that they cannot 
act outside of their jurisdiction with-
out consulting Congress. 

This is an important step to holding 
the Federal Government accountable 
to the American people, and I urge my 
colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, this pro-
gram has been a very successful pro-
gram. It has been a successful program 
for the little guy—the small business. 
The pilot program has proved to be 
very successful and has been operating 
over three Presidential administra-
tions. 

The program expands access to small 
business financing for underserved 
communities, including women, mi-
norities, veterans, and people in low-in-
come areas. Obviously, the lending 
community believes this is a program 
that works. The permanent program 
includes all 112 of the pilot’s lenders 

who wanted to continue SBA lending, 
along with 31 new mission-driven lend-
ers that were recently approved. 

Mr. Chairman, by blocking the SBA 
from continuing this program, the 
amendment would deny economic op-
portunities for communities and small 
businesses that need them the most. 

I have talked about, you are on your 
own. This is an area where small busi-
nesses need help. This is an area where 
apparently three administrations 
thought it was working. Now we are ex-
tending it. We hear that it is in the 
Congress’ ambit. Of course it is. We 
could prohibit this, but the administra-
tion has made a judgment that it 
works. The lending community has 
made a judgment—apparently they are 
not losing money on it—that it works. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
CHU). 

Ms. CHU. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment, which would prohibit the Small 
Business Administration from imple-
menting the Community Advantage 
SBLC program. This amendment is an 
attack on veterans, rural, and low-in-
come entrepreneurs, and it should be 
rejected resoundingly. 

One of small businesses’ greatest 
challenges is obtaining access to finan-
cial capital. For over a decade now, the 
Community Advantage program has 
been helping close this funding gap. 
Community Advantage lenders are re-
quired to make at least 60 percent of 
their loans to underserved markets de-
fined as veteran-owned businesses, 
rural businesses, new businesses, busi-
nesses located in HUBZones, empower-
ment zones, and other low-income com-
munities. 

These are the types of businesses 
that too often find themselves on the 
margins. Their owners lack the ability 
to qualify for more traditional loans 
because they may lack a credit history 
or preexisting relationship with a 
bank. 

What is unique about Community 
Advantage lenders is that they are mis-
sion-based, primarily nonprofits fo-
cused on economic and community de-
velopment. They go beyond just pro-
viding loans. They provide technical 
assistance to the businesses they serve. 
As a result, Community Advantage has 
been far more successful than the tra-
ditional Small Business Administra-
tion 7(a) loan program at reaching un-
derserved groups like veterans. 

Community Advantage was operating 
as a pilot up until the SBA, just this 
past month, established the Commu-
nity Advantage SBLC program to pro-
vide more permanency for the program 
and lenders. 

Congress needs to build on these ef-
forts by providing statutory perma-
nency for Community Advantage so 
veteran, rural, and low-income small 
business owners can continue to be 
served. This amendment would do the 

exact opposite, eradicating this proven 
program and undoing all our progress. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support our Nation’s veterans, rural, 
and low-income entrepreneurs by re-
jecting this amendment. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Chairman, 
it is really irrelevant whether or not 
the program is doing good or not. They 
do not have the authority to make up 
their own rules and own programs 
without Congress. 

It is as if they have left the band and 
the SBA is starting a solo career on 
their own. We are a team. We work to-
gether. The way it works is Congress is 
the one that enacts new programs to 
work with them. 

Whether or not it is a good program 
is irrelevant. They do not have the au-
thority. 

Why have a Congress if all Federal 
agencies are just going to go out and 
do what they want? 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to 
the distinguished gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS), who just hap-
pens to be the chairman of the Small 
Business Committee. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in full support of 
Congressman BEAN’s amendment to 
H.R. 4664. Mr. BEAN’s approach is non-
controversial in ensuring government 
agencies do not overstep their author-
ity. 

Serving on both the Committee on 
Small Business and Education and the 
Workforce, Congressman BEAN is a pas-
sionate voice for our job-creators in 
Congress. I am grateful to serve with 
him. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I under-
stand you say it is irrelevant whether 
it works or not. On my side I think we 
probably think it is relevant. 

As the gentlewoman from California 
said, we think it is working. We think 
it is advantageous for small businesses. 
We think it is advantageous for minori-
ties. We think it is advantageous for 
veterans. In that context, we think it 
is very relevant that it seems to work. 

The gentleman who is the chair of 
the committee didn’t say it didn’t 
work, he just said they hadn’t come to 
Congress. Now, if they don’t have the 
authority to do that, then we ought to 
raise that issue. I am not sure that is 
the issue you are raising. I think that 
is the issue you were raising. 

The fact of the matter is, fine, then 
let’s have a hearing on it and begin. 
Let’s have the authorizing committee 
that is responsible for this say this is 
not working or we think it is working 
and we ought to continue it. Absent a 
vote on continuing it, then one could 
draw the conclusion that Congress 
withdraws its approval of it. 

I think by simply doing this, Mem-
bers are going to be voting, in effect, 
blind on a program that we on this side 
think is working for the people that it 
needs to help. 

Mr. Chairman, I would urge that we 
reject this amendment. 
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Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Chairman, 

I thank the gentleman from Maryland 
for his interest. The issue is one thing. 
The issue is: Does this agency or any 
agency have the ability to go out on 
their own on a solo career and not have 
congressional oversight? I say no. I say 
no. 

We can talk about the program in the 
cloakroom or in the fireplace room and 
talk about how great it is. Hopefully, 
we will see eye-to-eye that Federal 
agencies that don’t have the authority 
to go in a particular direction 
shouldn’t go in that particular direc-
tion. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, my point 
is we have the right to oversight. The 
gentleman has the right to call them 
to come and testify and call others to 
testify on whether this program works 
or doesn’t. We haven’t given up that 
authority of oversight, as the gen-
tleman refers to. I think we ought to 
exercise that. 

b 1245 

What I don’t think we ought to do is 
eliminate a program that apparently 
works on behalf of people I think all of 
us want to help. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. BEAN). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 40 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 40 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. llll. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used in contraven-
tion of section 642(a) of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsibility 
Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1373(a)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to offer my straightforward 
amendment that prohibits funds within 
this act from being used in violation of 
Federal immigration law for sanctuary 
city policies. 

The concept of sanctuary city poli-
cies directly violate the rule of law. Ar-
ticle I, Section 8, Clause 4 of the United 
States Constitution gives Congress 
clear jurisdiction on immigration mat-
ters. A nation of laws must enforce es-
tablished laws and not seek ways to 
circumvent them. These sanctuary cit-
ies are disregarding Federal statutes 
by harboring thousands of illegal im-
migrants and providing a safe haven 
for violent criminals. 

My amendment prohibits the use of 
funds that are appropriated by this act 
from being used in contravention of 
section 642(a) of the Illegal Immigra-
tion Reform and Immigrant Responsi-
bility Act of 1996. 

This Federal law prohibits sanctuary 
policies that obstruct law enforcement 
officials from sharing information re-
garding a person’s immigration status 
within the Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service. 

More than 200 State and municipal 
jurisdictions across the country have 
established policies that directly vio-
late the law and shield criminal illegal 
aliens from enforcement. 

There is a complete and total inva-
sion taking place at our southern bor-
der due to the Biden administration 
and the left’s radical open border agen-
da. 

Since Biden has taken office, Border 
Patrol has encountered more than 6.3 
million illegal aliens who have ille-
gally entered America, released nearly 
2.9 illegal aliens into our communities, 
and let more than 1.7 million known 
got-aways evade Border Patrol and 
enter the country with no record or 
knowledge of who these people are. 

The number of illegal aliens who 
have entered the interior of the United 
States under the Biden administration 
now is greater than the population of 
at least 22 States, as well as Wash-
ington, D.C. 

It is not just illegal immigrants com-
ing across the southern border, but 
enough fentanyl to kill every American 
15 times over. This drug, mostly im-
ported from China and continuously 
smuggled through our southern border, 
is killing children and destroying fami-
lies throughout the country. 

Equally concerning is that in the last 
fiscal year alone, the FBI stopped more 
than 172 illegals on the terrorist watch 
list. Our porous southern border is lit-
erally a major national security risk. 

These open borders and sanctuary 
city policies are destroying America. 
Cities like Chicago, Denver, Houston, 
Los Angeles, and New York have con-
tinued to beg the Federal Government 
for more money to handle the unprece-
dented influx of illegal aliens rather 
than changing their illegal alien poli-
cies that have exacerbated the prob-
lem. 

Mr. Chair, I thank the chairman and 
the committee for their work on this 
bill. I respectfully ask that my col-
leagues join me in support of the rule 
of law by voting in favor of my amend-
ment, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
perplexion which I presume is objec-
tion. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I ask the gen-
tlewoman to yield for a question. 

Ms. BOEBERT. It is not my time. 
Mr. HOYER. I ask you to yield. 
Ms. BOEBERT. I have reserved. You 

are free to speak. 
Mr. HOYER. I am asking if you will 

yield for a question. 
Ms. BOEBERT. Sure. Ask your ques-

tion. 
Mr. HOYER. What funds in this bill 

are used for the purposes you are op-
posed to? 

Ms. BOEBERT. I am sorry. I couldn’t 
hear the gentleman. I was getting clar-
ification. 

This is precautionary. 
Mr. HOYER. Precautionary for what? 
I am asking— 
Ms. BOEBERT. There are sanctuary 

city policies that are in place that are 
allowing the refuge of illegal aliens 
into these cities, and there is an influx 
in crime and drugs into these cities. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand that. 
Ms. BOEBERT. There is no way for 

these folks to even report what is tak-
ing place because they are protected 
under this fake policy that has been 
created that is subduing the actual 
rule of law that we have in the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. HOYER. I understand that, but 
what you have said is that none of the 
funds in this bill can be spent for that 
objective. 

Ms. BOEBERT. That is pre-
cautionary. 

Mr. HOYER. What funds are in this 
bill to be spent for that objective? 

Ms. BOEBERT. I have seen this ad-
ministration use all sorts of funds to 
protect illegal aliens, and this is pre-
cautionary to ensure that it will not be 
used. 

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time, 
Ms. Boebert. There are no funds in this 
bill to do that, so this is just an oppor-
tunity for you to stand and perhaps 
speak about an important subject. I 
understand that. Nevertheless, there 
are no funds in this bill to accomplish 
that objective. 

You don’t believe the chairman 
would put funds in to accomplish that 
objective, do you? 

I yield. 
Mrs. BOEBERT. I do not trust this 

administration with any of the tax-
payer funding that they are handling. 
They are mishandling our taxpayer 
funds. 

If the gentleman says that there are 
no funds and agrees that this is pre-
cautionary, then I would urge that you 
support this amendment. 

Mr. HOYER. Do you understand if we 
do this amendment, then any subject 
that anybody has an interest in would 
be subject to such an amendment? 

Now, the Rules Committee has 
waived points of order contrary to 
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what they said they wanted done when 
we were in charge because then they 
didn’t want points of order so they 
could raise them. 

There are no funds in this bill, Mr. 
Chair, for the objective that the gentle-
woman wants to prevent. 

I guarantee you Chairman WOMACK 
would not have included any funds to 
protect such activity. 

I know him, and I know he feels 
strongly about this. 

This amendment has no place in this 
bill because there is no money in this 
bill. You can argue about sanctuary 
cities, you can argue about the border, 
and you can do all of that, but this is 
not the bill to do it on. 

This raises, therefore, a suspicion 
that somehow there is money in this 
bill that Mr. WOMACK would have put 
in or that I would have sanctioned to 
accomplish that objective. 

That is simply not true, Mr. Chair-
man, and this has no place in this bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair would 
remind Members to direct all remarks 
to the Chair, and to formally yield and 
reclaim time when under recognition. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chairman, I want 
to state one more time that the White 
House has had a reputation of spending 
funds to protect illegal aliens who have 
broken our Nation’s laws to illegally 
enter our country. I want to make very 
clear in this financial services bill that 
these funds cannot be allocated in that 
way. 

If we don’t put the cuffs on this ad-
ministration somewhere, they will con-
tinue to go rogue and waste the tax-
payer dollars that are being brought in 
by the hardworking Americans to fund 
these services for illegal aliens and to 
protect them in these sanctuary cities. 

I am putting the handcuffs on the 
Biden administration with this com-
monsense amendment. If the gen-
tleman, as I said, agrees that there are 
no funds, then there should be no prob-
lem to say we cannot allocate funds to 
protect these sanctuary cities and 
these illegal aliens. 

Mr. Chair, I have spoken my piece on 
this amendment. I am prepared to 
close, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, the gentle-
woman has said that I have said that 
there are no funds. There are no funds. 
Nevertheless, she said that because of 
this amendment, she is going to hand-
cuff the administration. 

You can’t handcuff the administra-
tion prohibiting funds that don’t exist. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge opposition, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
BOEBERT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 41 OFFERED BY MS. BOEBERT 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 41 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to pay a perform-
ance award under section 5384 of title 5, 
United States Code, to any employee of the 
Internal Revenue Service. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Colorado (Ms. BOEBERT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Colorado. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today to offer my amendment to the 
Financial Services and General Gov-
ernment Appropriation Act for fiscal 
year 2024 to prohibit performance 
awards or bonuses for Senior Executive 
Service employees at the IRS. 

Joe Biden has weaponized the Inter-
nal Revenue Service against the Amer-
ican people. He started off with a Big 
Brother proposal directing the IRS to 
snoop on the American people’s bank 
accounts to monitor transactions of 
$600 or more. He then spent $80 billion 
to build an army of 87,000 armed IRS 
agents to target middle- and low-in-
come families and small businesses 
with a flood of audits and draconian 
enforcement activities. 

It is clear the IRS has long lost its 
touch with its mission, which is to 
serve taxpayers. American families 
don’t need more audits and red tape. 
My amendment helps return the IRS to 
its original mission and ensure hard-
working taxpayers receive satisfactory 
customer service without having to 
fear a supercharged IRS. 

We need to protect the taxpayers, 
rein in an unaccountable Federal agen-
cy, and reverse course from this dan-
gerous path of growing bureaucracy 
and heavy-handed Federal Govern-
ment. 

I have a message to all of my col-
leagues here today: If you disapprove of 
the IRS leaking tax information about 
the President’s political opponents, 
then support my amendment. 

If you disapprove of the IRS tar-
geting conservative groups for their po-
litical beliefs, then support my amend-
ment. 

If you disapprove of the IRS ignoring 
congressional subpoenas, then support 
my amendment. 

If you disapprove of this agency 
stonewalling Congress, destroying evi-
dence, and lying to the American peo-
ple, then support my amendment. 

Finally, if you disapprove of IRS sen-
ior executives receiving bonuses for 
their work, then support my amend-
ment. 

Again, I thank the chairman and 
ranking member for their continued 
work on the committee. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. BOST). The 
gentleman from Maryland is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, it is so 
sad to hear on this floor assumptions 
made that have little or no basis in 
truth. It is so sad to hear a debate that 
if you are for or against something 
that is awful, then you are going to be 
against giving people who perform 
their services in extraordinary ways 
recognition of that as the private sec-
tor does all the time. 

It is so sad to hear representation 
that we are eliminating gas stoves that 
we heard during the course of this de-
bate on this bill, not in this instant de-
bate, because it is totally untrue, and 
it is defaming. 

Now, luckily, for Members of Con-
gress, we are essentially constitu-
tionally protected from defaming peo-
ple. We can do that in the course of our 
business on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. 

Nonetheless, it is sad that some of us 
do it. It is sad that some of us demean 
people who are performing an out-
standing and absolutely essential serv-
ice for the United States Government, 
for the people of this country, and to 
carry out the duties that we give them. 

This assertion of this army of 87,000 
people, armed guards at everybody’s 
door, has been repeated, I think, prob-
ably one million times over the last 2 
years or year and a half. 

b 1300 

It is not true, and they know it is not 
true, but they don’t care whether it is 
true. They believe that the constant 
assertion through social media and 
other means becomes fact for people 
who do not know the facts. How sad 
that we have come to this point. 

I say we have come to the point, but 
we have been at that point for probably 
a long period of time, where people as-
sert things that are not true but do it 
over and over again. We had a Presi-
dent of the United States who did that, 
and because he did assert it, they be-
lieved it. 

Then along comes their chief of staff, 
and says: We know it wasn’t true, but 
we kept telling the American people 
until they believed it. They believed it 
so much that they perpetrated an in-
surrection and tried to overthrow the 
legitimate course and duty of the Con-
gress of the United States. 

This amendment ought to be rejected 
because it is irrational to say that, in 
our enterprise, if you do outstanding 
work, do what we ask you to do, and do 
it effectively, we are not going to rec-
ognize the fact that you did out-
standing service because you are an 
IRS agent or an IRS executive. 

The IRS is the biggest agency in this 
Treasury Department and in this bill, 
and it is the basis of which all other 
agencies and departments operate be-
cause that is where the revenue comes 
from. The revenue comes from that as 
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well to pay the debt when we don’t 
have enough dollars to do what we 
have asked them to do. 

I hope that we would not continue to 
defame and demote—maybe my hope is 
misplaced—as we reduce Federal em-
ployees one after another over and over 
to $1 in salary because we don’t like 
what they do and don’t like the poli-
cies they pursue for the administra-
tion. 

Mr. Chair, I ask my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this amendment, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Chair, I have 
never been more thrilled to be a part of 
the Republican Party. I would much 
rather stand with the American people 
than stand in this Chamber and defend 
87,000 armed IRS agents. 

I have seen the recruiting require-
ments that say you must carry a fire-
arm and be prepared to use deadly 
force. This amendment is straight-
forward, saying we don’t want to give 
more money to IRS agents. We do not 
want to give bonuses to IRS agents 
who target conservative groups, who 
release tax information about the 
President’s political opponents, or who 
ignore congressional subpoenas. 

We have had IRS whistleblowers be-
fore the Oversight Committee who said 
that they were told that they must 
protect Joe Biden’s son. That is why 
they became whistleblowers. They said 
enough is enough. We are here for jus-
tice. We want what is fair. We are not 
supporting a particular party. They 
saw the rot within the IRS and came 
forward. 

I am proud to stand with the Amer-
ican people and say that we should not 
issue bonuses to IRS agents. 

Taxation is theft, and arming 87,000 
IRS agents to go after the hardworking 
middle class is just flatout armed rob-
bery. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support my amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Colorado (Ms. 
BOEBERT). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 42 OFFERED BY MR. BURCHETT 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 42 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. The salary of Gary Gensler, 
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, shall be reduced to $1. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. BURCHETT) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment is very simple. It deals 
with a man named Gary Gensler, who 
is the head of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. He has been im-
plementing woke policies and abusing 
the rulemaking process. 

One of the Security and Exchange 
Commission’s primary responsibilities 
is to protect investors. However, rather 
than implementing rules to protect and 
grow investments, which he is supposed 
to do, Mr. Chair, Gensler is focusing on 
catering to the leftwing mob. He is 
forcing companies to prioritize Green 
New Deal-style climate initiatives and 
diversity quotas over the interests of 
investors. 

Additionally, Mr. Chair, Chairman 
Gensler abuses the rulemaking process, 
for which he has been called on the car-
pet by both parties. He continues to 
put forward many highly controversial 
rules with little time for public com-
ments. During the last Congress, Re-
publicans and Democrats both ex-
pressed their concerns, as I mentioned, 
regarding Gensler’s habit of proposing 
rules without allowing adequate time 
for public comment. 

Biden’s Securities and Exchange 
Commission has proposed nearly twice 
as many rules as the Trump adminis-
tration had proposed in the same time-
frame. This drastic increase under 
Gensler’s leadership demonstrates 
where his real priorities lie, Mr. Chair. 
He is more committed to pushing polit-
ical agendas on publicly traded compa-
nies, which he has no business doing, 
than performing his official duties as 
Chairman of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission. 

Chairman Gensler’s insistence on 
corrupting the rulemaking process to 
further the Biden administration’s rad-
ical agenda at the expense of investors 
contradicts his duties as Chairman of 
the SEC. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support my amendment in the Finan-
cial Services and General Government 
appropriations bill that reduces Chair-
man Gensler’s salary to $1. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, there have 
been over 55 of these amendments. 
There have been some passed on voice 
vote. Every one put on the roll has 
lost, and this one will lose. 

It is a nonserious amendment and 
not offered as a serious effort to legis-
late as so many requested be done, 
which is why they wanted so many 
amendments. 

These are not serious amendments, 
and I oppose them. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WOMACK), my friend and men-
tor. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
friend from Tennessee for yielding. 

Mr. Chair, I rise in support of this 
amendment. 

To be clear, I have a record through-
out this entire appropriations process 
that will demonstrate that I am not a 
supporter writ large of the Holman 
rule. I personally think it has been 
overused, and the record can reflect 
that I don’t think I am on the record 
voting for any of the Holman rules to 
date. I wanted to make that disclosure 
up front, but that is just a personal 
opinion. That is what I believe. 

The Holman rule is a serious tool in 
Congress, and I think we have to be 
careful when we are establishing prece-
dents on the use of it, but I do think 
there are times when the Holman rule 
is justified. Unfortunately, in my opin-
ion, the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission under Chairman Gary Gensler 
is an example of a time when I think 
the Holman rule can be used as a mes-
senger to the SEC Chairman. 

The health and vibrancy of our mar-
kets and our economy at large can be 
tested by an aggressive and overzealous 
rulemaking agenda. Over the last 3 
years, that has defined the Securities 
and Exchange Commission. 

Let me be clear: This is not just 
about how the regulatory process is 
conducted. The weight of the issues 
and topics under review by Chairman 
Gensler must be considered thought-
fully and comprehensively. Unfortu-
nately, they have not been. 

Reckless rulemaking requires cli-
mate disclosures from not only public 
companies that the SEC claims but 
also the private suppliers far down-
stream from these public companies. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Chair, I yield an 
additional 45 seconds to the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, in the in-
terest of time, this list goes on and on, 
to the tune of about 50 proposed and fi-
nalized rules by Chairman Gensler, a 
breakneck speed of rulemaking given 
that he has been Chairman for 3 years. 

To me, it is unacceptable, and we 
have had that dialogue in hearings. 
Speed and volume should not be defin-
ing characteristics of the rulemaking 
process. 

Mr. Chair, I stand with the gen-
tleman from Tennessee and the gen-
tleman from South Carolina, the au-
thors of this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I support the Holman rule 
in this particular case. 

Mr. BURCHETT. Mr. Chair, I thank 
my friend and mentor, the gentleman 
from Arkansas, for his friendship. 
When I first got here, he was probably 
one of the most influential people in 
my life on this floor, so I thank him for 
that, and I thank him for his support of 
this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
BURCHETT). 
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The question was taken; and the Act-

ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 43 OFFERED BY MRS. CAMMACK 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 43 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be made available to finalize any rule or reg-
ulation that meets the definition of section 
804(2)(A) of title 5, United States Code. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Mrs. CAMMACK) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today in support of my amendment, 
which would restrict funds at Federal 
agencies falling under the Financial 
Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act from being used to fi-
nalize any rule or regulation that 
would have an annual effect on the 
economy of $100 million or more. 

The Biden administration has contin-
ually hamstrung the American people 
with agency rules that circumvent con-
gressional oversight. Agencies like the 
SEC and CFPB do nothing to combat 
the hundreds of billions of dollars in 
regulatory costs that our constituents 
have been faced with since President 
Biden took office. In fact, they perpet-
uate them. 

Unreasonable regulations relating to 
climate and ESG disclosure require-
ments, as well as aggressive and abu-
sive IRS enforcement measures, are ex-
amples of hurdles that our financial 
agencies place upon everyday Ameri-
cans. 

My amendment seeks to prevent 
these types of abuses from these agen-
cies before finalizing major rules or 
regulations, which often involve major 
policy decisions that should be decided 
by Congress’ elected officials, not 
unelected bureaucrats. 

b 1315 

By including my amendment in this 
bill, we restore Congress’ Article I au-
thority by preventing agencies from 
imposing rules behind closed doors. In-
stead, we commit ourselves to the way 
the process is intended—transparent, 
open governance in Congress, in the 
people’s House. 

For example, under Chairman Gary 
Gensler, the SEC has bombarded the fi-

nancial sector with more rules and reg-
ulatory proposals than any other pred-
ecessor since the 2008 global financial 
crisis. The SEC has put forward a total 
of 47 proposals that substantially affect 
financial markets since Gensler took 
the chair. In fact, these 47 proposals all 
have $100 million more of industry im-
pact apiece. 

According to the Financial Times, 
the current SEC stands out for their 
number of proposals that are not man-
dated by congressional legislation. 
Just 17 percent of Gensler’s SEC pro-
posals were required under the Dodd- 
Frank Financial Reform Act, meaning 
that the majority of the SEC’s pro-
posals may not be necessary, let alone 
constitutional. This regulatory regime 
is the quintessential example of execu-
tive overreach. As The Wall Street 
Journal editorial board puts it: If it 
moves, the SEC will regulate it. 

Specifically, the SEC’s predictive 
analytics rule and climate disclosure 
rule are perfect examples of costly, 
misguided agency regulations. The pre-
dictive analytics rule seeks to prohibit 
certain technologies that investment 
firms and advisers use to automati-
cally inform investors about financial 
news. Under this rule, companies who 
offer accessible, zero-commission trad-
ing would be hamstrung by compliance 
costs that favor firms with larger in-
vestment operations. 

Speaking of compliance costs, the 
SEC rule of climate-related disclosure 
requirements would litter public com-
panies and financial disclosures and in-
stitutions with unnecessary reporting 
requirements. Banks and companies 
would have to disclose greenhouse gas 
emissions and conjure up plans to miti-
gate these climate-related risks. Like 
many other Federal agency rules, there 
is no clear legal basis for these require-
ments, as they are meant to ultimately 
advance a political agenda rather than 
the will of the people. 

It is simple, Congress should have 
oversight of these burdensome rules 
and regulations. We should have an 
open and transparent process. The 
great thing about this amendment is it 
is bipartisan. This same language was 
passed earlier this year on this very 
floor. 

Let’s reassert Article I authority. 
Let’s make Congress accountable, 
open, transparent, and take the power 
back from this overreach. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment will block all major rulemaking 
by the administration. That is not a 
policy that we ought to adopt. It would 
be challenging at best and harmful at 
worst to our country, our economy, 
and our people. I urge its rejection. I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chair, I greatly 
respect my colleague on the other side 

of the aisle, but I am not quite sure 
why he is thinking that this would be 
harmful to put more power in the 
hands of the people’s elected Rep-
resentatives. 

In fact, this would encourage trans-
parency. This would encourage Mem-
bers of Congress to do the work that we 
are hired to do rather than unelected, 
nameless, faceless bureaucrats in a 
basement somewhere in Washington. I 
think it is critically important that we 
reassert our authority as prescribed by 
the Constitution. 

Mr. Chair, may I inquire as to the 
time remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
has 1 minute remaining. 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chair, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. CARTER). 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding. 

I rise today in support of the amend-
ment by the gentlewoman from Florida 
to ensure that Congress is conducting 
the proper oversight of the executive 
branch. 

This amendment mirrors the REINS 
Act, of which I am a proud original co-
sponsor. This bill passed in the House 
earlier this year with overwhelming 
support. It is clear that the American 
people believe the overreach by the ex-
ecutive branch must come to an end. 

There are over 2.1 million bureau-
crats and not nearly enough trans-
parency into the rulemaking process. 
This amendment appropriately defines 
a major rule so that more attention is 
put into a rule or regulation that has 
an effect on the economy. 

It is our constitutional duty to keep 
the executive branch accountable, and 
that is exactly what this amendment 
does. Checks and balances must be re-
asserted, and we must stop wasteful 
spending. The American people do not 
want bureaucrats making impactful 
decisions when they are struggling to 
afford everyday items. I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mrs. CAMMACK. Mr. Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, the reason I 
am opposed to this is not because I am 
opposed to making regulations more 
clear, less burdensome, and less under-
mining of economic development. 

The reason I am opposed to this 
amendment is because it is a blanket 
amendment across the board. That I 
think is harmful to the administration 
of government by any administration, 
Republican or Democrat, no matter 
how many or how few those regulations 
may be if they make a determination 
that regulation is necessary. 

I appreciate the gentlewoman saying 
we ought to do our work. This Congress 
is not doing that very well, of course. 
They had trouble electing a Speaker, 
had trouble electing a second Speaker, 
and they are having trouble passing ap-
propriations bills. Somebody has got to 
sometimes act. We are not doing a very 
good job of that, and we ought not to 
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preclude across the board an adminis-
tration from doing any major rule-
making. I think that is a mistake, and 
I urge opposition to this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Mrs. 
CAMMACK). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR. COLLINS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 44 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the salary or ex-
penses of any officer or employee of the Of-
fice of the Vice President. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Georgia. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment prohibits any funding from 
being used by the Office of the Vice 
President for salaries and other ex-
penses. 

KAMALA HARRIS has been a failure as 
Vice President, from her inability to 
manage her team effectively, leading 
to high turnover, to her disastrous job 
as border czar, where she has failed to 
secure anything. 

Let’s look at the numbers. Since the 
Biden-Harris administration took of-
fice, there have been over 6.2 million il-
legal crossings of our southern border. 
In September alone, there were 269,735 
illegal immigrants encountered at the 
southern border. That is an increase of 
over 300 percent since September of 
2020. 

Customs and Border Protection has 
seized over 27,000 pounds of fentanyl 
just in FY23. 

There have been 169 people whose 
names were on the terrorist list 
stopped while trying to cross the bor-
der. 

Cartels are making more than $13 bil-
lion a year from smuggling people 
across our border. 

The Biden-Harris far-left border poli-
cies are to blame for this crisis. 

What has this border czar done about 
it? Nothing. The only thing our Vice 
President has succeeded at is failing 
us. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment, and I hope 
the chairman will also be in opposition 
to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, there are a 
lot of Vice Presidents I haven’t agreed 
with. I would never have contemplated 
offering, Mr. Chairman, an amendment 
to strike their ability to carry out the 
duties to which they were elected by 
the American people any more than I 
would suggest a Member of Congress 
that doesn’t perform very well or very 
efficiently or very effectively have 
their offices defunded. They were elect-
ed by the people. They are entitled to 
the resources to carry out those duties 
and responsibilities given to them by 
the American people. 

I hope this amendment is overwhelm-
ingly rejected. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Chairman, I think 
that the facts speak for themselves on 
our border czar, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK), 
the chairman of our committee. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my ranking member for yield-
ing. With all due respect to my col-
league, I rise in opposition to the 
amendment. 

This bill funded the Office of the Vice 
President at a 20 percent cut from last 
year, so we have taken steps to send 
that message, that power of the purse 
message to the Office of the Vice Presi-
dent. This amendment would com-
pletely eliminate funding for the sal-
ary and expenses of any employee in 
the office. 

Now, I agree that the Biden adminis-
tration is pursuing an agenda that is in 
conflict with what I believe, there is no 
question about that. 

However, I think it is wrong for us to 
take our grievances out by just carte 
blanche eliminating funding for the Of-
fice of the Vice President of the United 
States. Now, that is just a bridge too 
far, as far as I am concerned. 

We need to have these debates about 
whether or not border security is cor-
rect or, you know, pick from the menu 
of all of the various things that divide 
Republicans and Democrats. But to go 
this far, I would strongly encourage 
the House of Representatives to take a 
very sober view of an amendment like 
this and understand that these kinds of 
things cut both ways. 

I would caution us not to enter into 
the territory where because of an issue 
that we might have some disagreement 
on that we find it within our ability or 
the course of action to just eliminate 
the funding for the Office of the Vice 
President. I strongly oppose this 
amendment. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Chairman, I am 
prepared to close. 

I am going to tell you something. I 
am a businessman. The one problem in 
this country is that southern border 
down there is wide open. We have folks 
flooding across that place. We have hot 
spots all over the world. We have al-

ready announced how many terrorists 
from the watch list we have caught 
down there. 

As a businessman, I look at that and 
I say, who is in charge of that? That is 
Vice President KAMALA HARRIS. If you 
can’t change out who is in charge of it, 
then it is our duty as Representatives 
to make sure that she doesn’t get paid 
for not doing her job. The American 
people should no longer be on the hook 
for Vice President HARRIS’ failures. 

Mr. Chair, I urge all my colleagues to 
adopt this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 45 OFFERED BY MR. DAVIDSON 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 45 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds appropriated 
by this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to support an increase in the 
weight of the Chinese renminbi in the Spe-
cial Drawing Rights basket of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, we 
rightly recognize one of the chief rivals 
to the United States is China. Really, 
more specifically, the Chinese Com-
munist Party that has a grip on power 
over the people of China, and one of the 
key tools for their power is their cur-
rency. 

The amendment I am offering today 
would limit the Treasury’s ability to 
go along with an organization we 
helped to create, the International 
Monetary Fund. The International 
Monetary Fund is supposed to support 
financial stability in the world. Part of 
the way they do that is with something 
called special drawing rights. 

b 1330 

This is a basket of currencies that 
they extend to others, and they added 
the Chinese RMB. In 2016, they offi-
cially joined the IMF’s elite basket of 
currencies, which determines the value 
of the IMF’s Special Drawing Rights. 
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Special Drawing Rights are not only 

a reserve asset in central banks around 
the world, they also serve as a unit of 
account for the IMF. 

The IMF’s decision was something of 
a coup for Beijing as the RMB now sits 
in this exclusive club with only the 
dollar, the euro, the pound sterling, 
and the yen. 

I believe the IMF’s elevation of the 
RMB was premature at the time. China 
lacked rule of law, as it still does 
today. Nevertheless, the IMF thought 
validating Beijing anyway would some-
how encourage their government to 
pursue reform and work within the 
international community. 

None of this has come to pass, of 
course. China went on to assault Hong 
Kong’s democracy. They have in-
creased state control of their economy. 
They threaten Taiwan actively. They 
act as a lifeline to Putin’s regime in 
Russia, and they are actively carrying 
out a genocide against Uyghurs in 
their own country. 

Rather than look at these facts, the 
IMF chose last year to not only have 
the RMB in the Special Drawing Rights 
basket but to increase its weight from 
10.92 percent to 12.28 percent, making it 
the third-most prominent currency in 
the basket behind the dollar and the 
euro. 

Even leaving aside China’s aggression 
at home and abroad, the IMF under-
took this move despite China’s lack of 
an independent central bank and a 
free-floating currency, as well as Chi-
na’s nontransparent policies for their 
exchange rate management. 

I want to highlight this point. The 
CCP controls China’s currency manage-
ment and monetary policy, and the 
value and interest rates of the Special 
Drawing Rights are influenced by that 
now. 

In turn, the Special Drawing Rights 
interest rate helps determine the bor-
rowing costs for IMF member coun-
tries, and that rate should be based on 
transparent economic governance, not 
black box deliberations of the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Chairman, enough is enough. My 
amendment would prohibit the Treas-
ury Secretary from supporting an in-
crease in the RMB’s weight in the Spe-
cial Drawing Rights currency basket. 

A similar initiative, the Chinese Cur-
rency Accountability Act, passed the 
Financial Services Committee unani-
mously in February. This amendment 
aligns our appropriations with our au-
thorizing committee. 

While I remain baffled as to why 
Treasury would have allowed the RMB 
to enter the Special Drawing Rights 
currency basket in the first place and 
certainly to increase its weight, we 
must prevent this bad situation from 
getting worse, and that is what this 
amendment does. 

I urge all of our colleagues to support 
it, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to articulate the Treasury’s 
position. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, their re-
sponse to this amendment is at first, it 
is unnecessary as the IMF executive 
board will not review the SDR basket 
during this U.S. fiscal year, so this will 
not have an impact on this fiscal year. 

Moreover, Treasury says while we 
agree with the goal of this amendment 
to limit the internationalization of the 
RMB, we believe that it is important to 
retain some flexibility over the com-
position of the SDR basket so that we 
can incentivize China to improve its 
behavior in the international monetary 
system, including with respect to its 
foreign exchange practices. 

Treasury then says we will continue 
to urge the IMF to push countries with 
SDR basket currencies to adhere to the 
highest levels of transparency and to 
correct deficiencies or inaccuracies in 
their reported data. 

Essentially, they believe, A, it is un-
necessary at this time; and, B, that it 
will not be considered during this fiscal 
year. Therefore, I oppose the amend-
ment. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, I am 

pleased to receive the update that the 
administration doesn’t anticipate 
changing it, but let’s be clear. 

That doesn’t prohibit them having 
flexibility. They can actively work to 
decrease the weight of the RMB. They 
simply can’t work to increase it. Since 
they say that is their stated policy 
goal, I think it provides them exactly 
what they need. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
Mr. DAVIDSON. Mr. Chairman, this 

is a commonsense amendment. It 
checks the power and growth of the in-
fluence of the Chinese Communist 
Party and their currency, the RMB. It 
should not grow in its influence. That 
is what this amendment could help ac-
complish. 

I urge all our colleagues to support 
it, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. DAVIDSON). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 46 OFFERED BY MR. EMMER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 46 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to carry out an 
enforcement action related to a crypto asset 
transaction. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 

from Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Chair, regulation 
by enforcement is a practice all too 
common with this administration. This 
is particularly the case at the SEC and 
Chair Gary Gensler’s approach toward 
our capital markets and financial serv-
ices industry but especially with our 
emerging digital assets community. 

My amendment seeks to put an end 
to Chair Gensler’s pattern of regu-
latory abuse—a pattern that is crush-
ing American innovation and capital 
formation—without undermining our 
ability to go after criminals and 
fraudsters. 

Specifically, my amendment pro-
hibits the SEC from using funds for en-
forcement activities related to digital 
asset transactions until Congress 
passes legislation that gives the SEC 
jurisdiction over this asset class. This 
will keep Chair Gensler—who has prov-
en himself to be ineffective and incom-
petent—in check while Congress con-
tinues working to give this industry a 
chance to grow and develop right here 
in the United States. 

Let’s just look at the facts. Under 
Gensler’s leadership, the SEC has pur-
sued dozens of enforcement actions 
against the digital asset industry, de-
spite never finalizing a single rule or 
regulation for the industry to follow. 
Chair Gensler refuses to provide the 
marketplace with clear criteria for dig-
ital assets that he would consider to be 
a security. How can this industry com-
ply if there are no rules or guidelines 
to follow? 

On top of that, Chair Gensler has de-
veloped a track record of going after 
actors like Coinbase, a publicly traded 
company desperately trying to survive 
and innovate right here in the United 
States instead of going offshore like so 
many are forced to do. Gensler has 
done this while missing the bad actors, 
like FTX and Terra Luna. 

At a time when clear guidance is des-
perately needed, Chair Gensler instead 
spends taxpayer resources praising 
himself for targeting celebrities like 
Kim Kardashian while Sam Bankman- 
Fried was running a Ponzi scheme 
right under his nose. 

What is worse is the SEC doesn’t 
even have jurisdiction from Congress 
over this asset class to begin with. Yet, 
the SEC has no shame in trying to ex-
pand their jurisdiction to swallow and 
destroy the digital assets industry 
through regulation by enforcement. 

Last year, the SEC’s director of en-
forcement admitted during a House Fi-
nancial Services Committee hearing 
that the SEC pursues enforcement ac-
tions on entities that are actually out-
side of its jurisdiction. One of these 
extra-jurisdictional enforcement cases 
was the SEC’s landmark crypto en-
forcement case against Ripple alleging 
that XRP is a security. In July, the 
Southern District of New York sided 
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against the SEC, asserting that XRP is 
not itself a security. 

In August, the United States Court of 
Appeals for the District of Columbia 
circuit found the SEC to be acting arbi-
trarily and capriciously in its refusal 
to approve Grayscale’s Bitcoin spot 
ETF application. Just last month, the 
Government Accountability Office 
found the SEC to have created an ille-
gal crypto accounting rule that is actu-
ally out of compliance with the Admin-
istrative Procedure Act and the Con-
gressional Review Act. 

The unique characteristics of digital 
assets make it hard to fit this asset 
class into any existing regulatory 
framework. That doesn’t mean crypto 
is up for grabs by whatever Federal bu-
reaucratic agency has the most tax-
payer-funded enforcement resources to 
burn. Congress is working on legisla-
tion to establish a framework for how 
we classify specific digital assets, as a 
security or a commodity, which will 
dictate the regulator of jurisdiction. 

Importantly, while Congress works 
to pass this necessary legislation, my 
amendment will not prevent future bad 
actors like FTX from being pursued 
and punished to the fullest extent of 
the law. The Department of Justice, 
Treasury, and the Office of Foreign 
Asset Control all have existing and suf-
ficient authority to prosecute criminal 
acts of fraud, abuse, tax, or sanctions 
evasion. Some would even argue that 
these entities have done a better job of 
attacking fraud and criminal activity 
in this space than Gary Gensler and the 
SEC. 

This amendment is designed to send 
an important signal not just to the 
SEC but to every regulatory entity in 
the Federal Government. Congress will 
hold unelected bureaucrats account-
able. SEC Chair Gensler cannot con-
tinue to abuse the powers of his agency 
to fulfill a political agenda of driving 
the new and promising digital asset in-
dustry offshore. Congress must be al-
lowed to finish its legislative work so 
the future of digital asset innovation is 
determined by Americans, not by 
unelected bureaucrats in December. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I want to 
say, however, that we are doing finan-
cial services business in this bill, and 
we are the Financial Services Com-
mittee to fund regulatory agencies. 

To that extent, I understand its rel-
evance. I must say that it is going to 
be difficult for Members who haven’t 
seen this process by the Financial 
Services Committee to fully under-
stand the ramifications of the proposal, 
and I think that is unfortunate. 

Having said that, I also believe, again 
from a nonmember of the committee, 
that this cryptocurrency and crypto fi-
nancial instruments certainly need to 

be looked at and are being looked at on 
both sides of the Congress to ensure 
that Bankman-Fried actions don’t hap-
pen to defraud a lot of people. 

I really think what will happen here 
is when we go to conference, assuming 
we go to conference, that this is going 
to be looked at. We are going to hear 
from Treasury on it and also, obvi-
ously, the SEC, to see where we ought 
to land on this issue of no funds to 
carry out, I presume, any enforcement 
action related to crypto asset trans-
actions. 

I understand the gentleman’s com-
ment that there are at least three 
other agencies that would have the 
ability to move. 

Mr. Chairman, I think that the best 
thing to do—this amendment, obvi-
ously, is going to move forward, and 
I’m going to urge both SEC and Treas-
ury and the administration to look at 
it as it moves through conference. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Chairman, I appre-

ciate our friend from Maryland and his 
comments, and I do want to point out 
that he is absolutely correct. 

The concerns here are bipartisan con-
cerns. This is not a Republican or Dem-
ocrat issue. This is an issue about the 
digital asset space in this country. The 
whole purpose of this amendment is to 
try and stop what we—— 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Chairman, I urge 
support. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. EMMER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 47 OFFERED BY MRS. 

FISCHBACH 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 47 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for regulating or re-
quiring the disclosure of information or data 
with respect to scope 3 emissions (as defined 
in the proposed rule titled ‘‘The Enhance-
ment and Standardization of Climate-Re-
lated Disclosures for Investors’’ published by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission in 
the Federal Register on April 11, 2022 (87 Fed. 
Reg. 21334)) of producers. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Minnesota (Mrs. FISCHBACH) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Minnesota. 

b 1345 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
support of my amendment to prohibit 

funds from being used by the SEC to 
regulate or require the disclosure of 
data regarding agricultural emissions. 

Mr. Chairman, the SEC under Chair 
Gensler has been marked by a radical 
and tyrannical enforcement agenda 
that stretches the bounds of the SEC’s 
jurisdiction and buries hardworking 
men and women in bureaucratic 
busywork. 

Look no further than the SEC’s cli-
mate-related disclosure rule, which 
would require public companies to dis-
close the emissions data of their supply 
chains. For food companies and agri-
businesses that rely on farmers and 
ranchers, that means collecting emis-
sions data at the farm level. 

Let me be clear, Mr. Chairman, the 
SEC has no authority to regulate farm-
ers and ranchers. Yet, that is exactly 
what the Chair is attempting to do. 

The SEC is charged with protecting 
investors and facilitating financial 
market activity, not policing the tens 
of thousands of family farms in my dis-
trict. Yet, the proposed rule would bur-
den my constituents with mountains of 
paperwork and regulatory burdens if 
they want to do business with a public 
company. 

These are farmers that, unlike their 
publicly traded counterparts, do not 
have the compliance, legal, and sci-
entific departments to satisfy the re-
quirements under this rule. 

Production agriculture is already 
regulated by the EPA, the USDA, and 
State and local governments. As a re-
sult, farmers and ranchers are climate 
champions, not villains. The last thing 
they need is more unelected bureau-
crats in Washington, D.C., who have 
never set foot on a farm telling them 
how to do their jobs. 

Mr. Chair, this amendment elimi-
nates the duplicative, unnecessary, 
burdensome, and ultimately inappro-
priate regulatory effort and allows 
farmers in my district and throughout 
the country to do what they do best: 
feed and fuel the world. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support my amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, section 
550 of the bill seems to do the same 
thing. 

Reading from the bill itself, it says: 
‘‘None of the funds made available in 
this act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the proposed rule en-
titled ‘The Enhancement and Stand-
ardization of Climate-Related Disclo-
sures for Investors,’’ Federal reg, et 
cetera—‘‘or any substantially similar 
rule.’’ 

Is that the same effect as this amend-
ment? 

Mr. WOMACK. Would the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I yield to the 
gentleman. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:45 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00057 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08NO7.084 H08NOPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5606 November 8, 2023 
Mr. WOMACK. It may be duplicative, 

but it is twice as nice, so we will pro-
ceed. 

Mr. HOYER. Well, I will be half as ar-
ticulate about it. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Chairman, I 
feel that there is no issue in being du-
plicative and very clear on what we are 
trying to accomplish with this amend-
ment because it is important to make 
sure that we are protecting the farm-
ers, those people, like I said before, 
who feed and fuel the world. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to 
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentlewoman for her amend-
ment, and I rise in support. 

Plainly and simply, environmental 
policing is not within the SEC’s scope. 
It is just not. I know this process that 
we have undergone this morning 
sounds a lot like we are ganging up on 
Gensler, and maybe we are, and for 
good reason. 

Scope 3 emissions are hard to quan-
tify, requiring the shifting of informa-
tion needed from outside partnering 
companies like family farmers. The in-
formation that would need to be re-
ported to bigger companies the farmers 
rely on for business is overly burden-
some. 

Farmers are American heroes. They 
don’t need any more negative input 
factors on how they feed, clothe, and 
fuel this Nation. They already have 
enough to deal with—high inflation, 
markets, weather. 

Somebody has to stand up for the 
family farmer, and that is why I am 
proud to support my colleague from 
Minnesota’s amendment here, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Chair, the farmer needs an advo-
cate, and that is what we are doing. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, from what I 
understand, the chairman is saying 
that standing up twice is twice as good 
as standing up once. 

Mr. Chair, let me say something 
about my friend Mr. Gensler, whom I 
have known since he was a young boy. 
His father was a friend of mine when I 
was in the Maryland Senate. Chair 
Gensler is a good man. He has been in 
at least two administrations, at this 
point in time, doing an important job. 
Some people may differ with him, but 
he is an honest, hardworking, extraor-
dinarily intelligent representative cho-
sen by the administration to carry out 
their policies. 

I would be negligent not to say that 
of somebody I have known so long and 
who I believe has great integrity, al-
though he may have differences with 
people. 

Mr. Chairman, we have already said 
this, but we are going to say it again. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Chairman, 
may I inquire how much time is re-
maining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Minnesota has 1 minute remain-
ing. 

Mrs. FISCHBACH. Mr. Chairman, let 
me echo some of the things that the 
chairman said regarding protecting the 
farmers. 

We have to protect the farmers. It is 
a national security issue. It is a food 
issue. It is a fuel issue. 

It is important that we make sure 
that we get the legislation and the bills 
right, the language right, in order to 
protect them. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Minnesota (Mrs. 
FISCHBACH). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 48 OFFERED BY MR. 

FITZGERALD 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 48 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Federal In-
surance Office to implement, administer, or 
enforce subsection (e)(6) of section 313 of 
title 31, United States Code. Additionally, 
none of the funds made available by this Act 
may be used by the Office of Financial Re-
search to implement, administer, or enforce 
section 5343(f) of title 12, United States Code. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZGERALD) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment would repeal the sub-
poena authority of the Treasury’s Fed-
eral Insurance Office. Additionally, it 
removes the subpoena authority of the 
Office of Financial Research. 

For over 150 years, State insurance 
regulators and the law as passed by 
those State legislatures have regulated 
insurance companies, and it has 
worked out very well. 

The Federal Insurance Office, FIO, 
created under Dodd-Frank, has grown 
increasingly aggressive in collecting 
data from insurance companies, most 
recently issuing a proposed data collec-
tion to assess ‘‘climate-related finan-
cial risk.’’ 

Despite working with State regu-
lators on previous efforts, FIO inten-
tionally chose not to collaborate with 
State regulators on this climate data 
call. 

Not only has the office been unclear 
with how they intend to use the data 
they collect, but the effort would be 
duplicative in many ways as many 
States already collect a similar but 

maybe not exact set of data, as re-
quired by the Federal Government. 

Mr. Chair, any efforts by Treasury or 
FIO to sidestep State insurance regu-
lators blatantly undermine congres-
sional intent. That is why I introduced 
the Insurance Data Protection Act to 
repeal FIO’s subpoena power. The 
amendment would have the same effect 
as the bill, and I am pleased many of 
my colleagues have supported that. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this amendment, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, this is 
another time when we retreat from 
oversight. We talk a lot about over-
sight on the Committee on Appropria-
tions. We talk a lot about oversight in 
the authorizing committees, that we 
need to find out what the people are 
doing, what we asked them to do, that 
they are doing it properly, and that 
they are serving the American people 
as we want them to do. 

The same is true, of course, of those 
folks who serve in the regulatory agen-
cies, Treasury and others, to make sure 
that the consumers are being treated 
fairly. I don’t know why we keep re-
treating from that. 

If they do wrong, we ought to call 
them out for doing that. If they are 
doing too much, we ought to call them 
out for doing too much. To say that 
they can’t do it undermines the con-
sumer and undermines the American 
people who are expecting us to make 
sure that people are treating them fair-
ly, on the up and up, and not taking ad-
vantage of them, not because they are 
not smart, because they are, but they 
may not be expert on what they are 
dealing with. 

Mr. Chairman, I oppose this amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, I 
once again say that State regulators 
have done a wonderful job in this area 
for many years, and I think they 
should continue to be the focus of any 
of this data collection. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 49 OFFERED BY MR. 

FITZGERALD 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 49 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 
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SEC. 902. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce any rule defining or de-
scribing unfair methods of competition for 
purposes of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZGERALD) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment would prohibit funds 
being made available to the FTC from 
being used to issue any rule defining or 
describing unfair methods of competi-
tion for purposes of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act. 

The FTC has issued substantive rules 
concerning ‘‘unfair methods of com-
petition,’’ UMC, as it is referred to in 
financial services, including a near- 
blanket ban on noncompete agree-
ments. 

Since Chair Khan has taken over, the 
FTC has become a partisan weapon to 
enact sweeping antitrust policy that 
expands agency power and discards dec-
ades of precedent. Chair Khan is basing 
this authority on tenuous legal ground 
that predates the major questions doc-
trine. 

As the Supreme Court made clear in 
West Virginia v. EPA, an executive 
agency needs clear authorization from 
Congress to issue a regulation that has 
great ‘‘economic and political signifi-
cance.’’ 

Unfair competition rulemaking 
would be a claim of quasi-legislative 
power that would distract the agency 
from its core mission of case-by-case 
expert application of the FTC Act 
through administrative adjudication. 
It would also be inconsistent with the 
explicit grants of rulemaking author-
ity that Congress has given the FTC on 
consumer protection issues. 

This is not what they are looking for 
on competitive grounds. Allowing this 
much authority to the FTC, which 
oversees nearly all aspects of our econ-
omy, would open the door to signifi-
cantly more harmful rules that would 
empower this administration to coerce 
companies to bow to what I consider to 
be a radical agenda. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Maryland is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, let me 
read the remarks of the Commission in 
response to this amendment. It says: 
The amendment would prevent the 
FTC from implementing, admin-
istering, or enforcing any rule it may 
promulgate pursuant to the Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking that proposed a 
ban on employers imposing noncom-
pete restrictions on workers. 

Workers are locked in sometimes be-
cause they have no other option. 

b 1400 

It then goes on to say that evidence 
shows that noncompete restrictions are 
reducing the competitiveness of labor 
markets and depriving businesses of a 
talent pool they need to enter, build, or 
expand. The FTC estimates that the 
proposed rule would increase workers’ 
total earnings by nearly $300 billion per 
year, and about 30 million Americans 
are bound by a noncompete clause. 

In other words, what the effect of 
this amendment would be is having 30 
million workers get less pay because of 
the noncompete because they have no 
place to go. 

We passed legislation on noncom-
petes, which have been used by busi-
nesses over time to trap their employ-
ees. 

This amendment is so broad that it 
may be used to implement, administer, 
or enforce any rule defining or describ-
ing unfair methods of competition. 

Why would we adopt an amendment 
that says the FTC cannot tell people 
about unfair competition? I can’t con-
ceive of any Member wanting to say to 
the American public that we are not 
going to let them even tell you that 
there are unfair competitive practices 
going on. 

That doesn’t seem to me to make 
common sense, and it certainly doesn’t 
make sense for employees. 

I hope that we will defeat this 
amendment as way too broad and way 
too harmful to men and women in the 
workplace. I don’t know the figure, but 
the FTC says 30 million people, as 
much as $300 billion in reduced wages— 
that is 30 million people, so that is a 
lot of people. 

Mr. Chair, I urge that Congress, at 
this point in time, on this bill, not do 
this without much greater thought 
about the ramifications to 30 million 
people. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, my 
short answer would be because this is 
our job, not the Commission’s job. This 
is our job. That is the point of the 
amendment, to put the power back in 
the hands of Congress and not have 
these rogue agencies. 

Mr. Chair, I yield 2 minutes to the 
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
support of the gentleman’s amend-
ment. 

I agree that it is our job. The once 
measured, productive, and independent 
FTC has, in recent years, certainly 
under this administration and Chair-
woman Khan, turned into an agency 
that has disposed of tested and proven 
operations and rulemakings. 

Gone are the days of competition 
based on prices, products, and business 
innovation. Today, we have an FTC 
that is guided by political whims and I 
guess the overall notion that big has to 
be bad. 

As a result, numerous rulemakings 
have raised serious questions for the 

American people and American busi-
nesses of all sizes, which is especially 
true for rules developed under the 
FTC’s unfair methods of competition 
standard, which this amendment pro-
hibits, including the ill-advised non-
compete rulemaking. 

I stand here today in support of my 
friend from Wisconsin’s amendment in 
order to rein in the Biden administra-
tion’s FTC by prohibiting section 5 ac-
tions and the suspension of the early 
termination to premerger notification 
filings. 

Mr. Chair, I thank my colleague for 
his thoughtful amendment, and I en-
courage my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I think we all 
understand that the Chair of the FTC 
is a controversial figure. I get that. To 
draw a piece of legislation this broadly, 
I think, misserves the role that the 
Congress established the Commission 
to pursue. 

We can certainly step in when there 
are abuses. This says any rule—good 
rule, bad rule, no rule. None of the 
funds to implement, administer, or en-
force any rule, not the rule that is nec-
essarily under consideration that we 
have been discussing, but any rule. 

I think that is bad policy, and I 
think, as I have said, it is dangerous to 
the American worker and the Amer-
ican purchaser of goods. I think that 
we ought to hone in on the particular 
and not paint with such a broad brush 
that will cause harm to the ability of 
the agency to do what we set it up to 
do. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, I sim-
ply, once again, urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will 
now resume on those amendments 
printed in part B of House Report 118– 
269 on which further proceedings were 
postponed, in the following order: 

Amendment No. 2 by Mr. MOLINARO 
of New York. 

Amendment No. 9 by Mr. GROTHMAN 
of Wisconsin. 

Amendment No. 15 by Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER of Tennessee. 

Amendment No. 18 by Mr. PERRY of 
Pennsylvania. 

Amendment No. 21 by Mr. OGLES of 
Tennessee. 

Amendment No. 24 by Mr. PERRY of 
Pennsylvania. 

Amendment No. 37 by Mr. BARR of 
Kentucky. 

Amendment No. 38 by Mr. BARR of 
Kentucky. 

Amendment No. 39 by Mr. BEAN of 
Florida. 

Amendment No. 42 by Mr. BURCHETT 
of Tennessee. 
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Amendment No. 44 by Mr. COLLINS of 

Georgia. 
The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes 

the minimum time for any electronic 
vote after the first vote in this series. 

AMENDMENT NO. 2 OFFERED BY MR. MOLINARO 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 2, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
MOLINARO), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 336, noes 86, 
not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 623] 

AYES—336 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Auchincloss 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blunt Rochester 
Boebert 
Bost 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Case 
Casten 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Connolly 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crane 

Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Evans 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foster 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 

Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hayes 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 

Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Murphy 
Neguse 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Panetta 

Pappas 
Pascrell 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pfluger 
Plaskett 
Porter 
Posey 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Santos 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Schweikert 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Self 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 

Soto 
Spanberger 
Spartz 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Tenney 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—86 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Balint 
Barragán 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Brown 
Bush 
Carson 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Correa 
Crockett 
Davis (IL) 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Fletcher 
Foushee 

Frost 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Gomez 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (PA) 
Lieu 
Lynch 
Matsui 
McBath 
Moore (WI) 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Ramirez 
Ross 
Sablan 
Sánchez 
Schakowsky 
Sherman 
Smith (WA) 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (MS) 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Torres (NY) 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Williams (GA) 

NOT VOTING—16 

Bishop (NC) 
Cammack 
Franklin, Scott 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 
James 

Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
McGovern 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pressley 
Salazar 
Scalise 
Wilson (FL) 

b 1433 

Mses. CLARKE of New York, 
BALINT, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, and 
Ms. PELOSI changed their vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr. 
BERA, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Messrs. 

AUCHINCLOSS, EVANS, CONNOLLY, 
HOYER, Mses. HOYLE of Oregon, LOIS 
FRANKEL of Florida, Messrs. SCOTT 
of Virginia, SOTO, MFUME, GOLD-
MAN of New York, TONKO, Ms. SE-
WELL, Messrs. LEVIN, CARTER of 
Louisiana, BISHOP of Georgia, and Ms. 
SCANLON changed their vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Chair, during rollcall 

Vote No. 623 on amendment 2 to H.R. 4664, 
I mistakenly recorded my vote as ‘‘aye’’ when 
I should have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
AMENDMENT NO. 9 OFFERED BY MR. GROTHMAN 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 9, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the noes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 115, noes 306, 
not voting 17, as follows: 

[Roll No. 624] 

AYES—115 

Allen 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Banks 
Bean (FL) 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Curtis 
Davidson 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Ellzey 
Estes 
Fallon 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 

Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Loudermilk 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
McClintock 
McCormick 
Miller (IL) 

Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moran 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Steube 
Strong 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Zinke 

NOES—306 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 

Allred 
Amodei 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 

Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
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Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Edwards 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 

Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Mast 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Posey 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOT VOTING—17 

Babin 
Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Jackson Lee 

James 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Mullin 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1438 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER changed his 
vote from ‘‘present’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Chair, I 

was absent from this vote. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
No. 624. 

AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MRS. 
HARSHBARGER. 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 15, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentlewoman from Tennessee 
(Mrs. HARSHBARGER), on which further 
proceedings were postponed and on 
which the noes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 187, noes 238, 
not voting 13, as follows: 

[Roll No. 625] 

AYES—187 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 

Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 

Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kustoff 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 

McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 

Pfluger 
Posey 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 

Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—238 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Edwards 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 

Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 

Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
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Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 

Valadao 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 

Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 

NOT VOTING—13 

Armstrong 
Arrington 
Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 

Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pressley 
Salazar 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1442 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 18 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 18, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. PERRY), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 140, noes 286, 
not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 626] 

AYES—140 

Alford 
Allen 
Arrington 
Babin 
Banks 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Ellzey 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 

Fitzgerald 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kustoff 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 

Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Norman 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 

Spartz 
Stauber 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 

Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Duyne 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 

Westerman 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—286 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Edwards 
Emmer 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Feenstra 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 

Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 

Moylan 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Orden 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 

Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 

NOT VOTING—12 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 

Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Nehls 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Scalise 
Webster (FL) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1446 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 21, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
OGLES), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This is a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 183, noes 246, 
not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 627] 

AYES—183 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 

Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 

Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
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Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Santos 
Schweikert 

Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Tiffany 

Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—246 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 

Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Molinaro 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 

Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 

Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 

Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 

NOT VOTING—9 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 

Larsen (WA) 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1450 

Mrs. RADEWAGEN changed her vote 
from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 24, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. PERRY), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This is a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 172, noes 257, 
not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 628] 

AYES—172 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 

Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 

Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 

Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 

Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Wagner 

Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 

NOES—257 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 

Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Molinaro 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Santos 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steel 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
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Wild 
Williams (GA) 

Williams (NY) 
Wilson (FL) 

Womack 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—9 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 

Larsen (WA) 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1454 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 37 OFFERED BY MR. BARR 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. STAUBER). 
The unfinished business is the demand 
for a recorded vote on amendment No. 
37, printed in part B of House Report 
118–269 offered by the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. BARR), on which further 
proceedings were postponed and on 
which the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 250, noes 174, 
not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 629] 

AYES—250 

Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Barragán 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Costa 
Craig 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 

D’Esposito 
Davidson 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gallagher 
Gallego 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harder (CA) 
Harris 

Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Houlahan 
Hudson 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Leger Fernandez 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 

Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Manning 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 

Palmer 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Peters 
Pfluger 
Plaskett 
Posey 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Spanberger 

Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Sykes 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wild 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—174 

Adams 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Courtney 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 

Frost 
Gaetz 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Greene (GA) 
Grijalva 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Norton 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Stansbury 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—14 

Bishop (NC) 
Crenshaw 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 

Larson (CT) 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 
Pressley 

Salazar 
Scalise 
Scanlon 
Spartz 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1459 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MR. BARR 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 38, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 219, noes 210, 
not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 630] 

AYES—219 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 

Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 

Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
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Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 

Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 

Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—210 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 

Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—9 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 

Larsen (WA) 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1505 

Mr. FERGUSON changed his vote 
from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 39 OFFERED BY MR. BEAN OF 

FLORIDA 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 39, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
BEAN), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 205, noes 220, 
not voting 13, as follows: 

[Roll No. 631] 

AYES—205 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 

Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 

Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moran 

Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 

Rutherford 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 

Timmons 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—220 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 

Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaHood 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 

Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
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NOT VOTING—13 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
Miller (WV) 

Moore (UT) 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 
Posey 

Pressley 
Salazar 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1508 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia. Mr. Chair, 

had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall No. 631, Bean of Florida amend-
ment 39. 
AMENDMENT NO. 42 OFFERED BY MR. BURCHETT 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 42, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
BURCHETT), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 175, noes 252, 
not voting 11, as follows: 

[Roll No. 632] 

AYES—175 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 

Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 

Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ogles 
Owens 

Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Radewagen 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 

Sessions 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 

Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOES—252 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Edwards 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 

Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Mullin 

Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steel 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Vargas 

Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 

Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—11 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Griffith 
Hoyle (OR) 

Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pressley 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1512 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 44 OFFERED BY MR. COLLINS 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 44, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
COLLINS), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 106, noes 322, 
not voting 10, as follows: 

[Roll No. 633] 

AYES—106 

Alford 
Arrington 
Babin 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Boebert 
Bost 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Emmer 
Estes 
Fallon 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Gallagher 
Good (VA) 

Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (OH) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 

Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moylan 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ogles 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Roy 
Santos 
Schweikert 
Self 
Smith (MO) 
Spartz 
Steube 
Strong 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Williams (TX) 
Wittman 

NOES—322 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 

Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 

Bentz 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
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Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brecheen 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Foxx 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 

Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Griffith 
Grijalva 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (LA) 
Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Issa 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (SD) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Langworthy 
Larson (CT) 
Latta 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Luna 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Massie 
Matsui 
McBath 
McCarthy 
McClellan 
McClintock 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 

Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Pingree 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Radewagen 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Rouzer 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Wexton 
Wild 

Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wilson (FL) 

Wilson (SC) 
Womack 
Yakym 

Zinke 

NOT VOTING—10 

Bishop (NC) 
Gimenez 
Hoyle (OR) 
Jackson Lee 

Larsen (WA) 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pressley 
Scalise 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 

There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1516 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 50 OFFERED BY MR. 

FITZGERALD 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 50 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. 902. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the November 10, 2022, 
‘‘Policy Statement Regarding the Scope of 
Unfair Methods of Competition Under Sec-
tion 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act, 
Commission File No. P221202’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZGERALD) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment would prohibit the 
FTC from bringing cases under Section 
5 that deviate from traditional anti-
trust statutes commonly known as the 
Sherman Act and the Clayton Act. 

Since the start of the administration, 
the FTC has taken several steps that 
stray from traditional procedures and 
norms while pushing the limit on stat-
utory bounds Congress had already 
placed in this area. 

The FTC act does not define ‘‘unfair 
methods of competition.’’ In 2015, the 
FTC issued the statement of enforce-
ment principles that clarified the pri-
ority of consumer welfare in the appli-
cation of the antitrust laws through 
the FTC Act. 

In particular, it has confined its Sec-
tion 5 cases to conduct that diminishes 
consumer welfare by harming competi-
tion or the competitive process as op-
posed to conduct that merely harms in-
dividual competitors or poses public 
policy concerns unrelated to competi-
tion. 

The 2015 statement was replaced by 
an ambiguous new statement in No-
vember of 2022 that causes confusion 
and strays from the rule of law. 

Rather than promoting competition, 
the FTC is imposing more costs on 
businesses, driving up prices for con-
sumers that simply pile onto inflation. 

If the FTC and the unaccountable bu-
reaucrats at other agencies such as the 

FDIC continue to stray from the rule 
of law, Americans will face higher 
prices, less innovation, and reductions 
in quality as these agencies seek un-
checked authority to regulate and 
micromanage the American economy. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this amendment, and I reserve the 
balance of my. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. This amend-
ment would prevent the FTC from im-
plementing its policy statement ex-
plaining the scope of the commission’s 
authority over unfair methods of com-
petition. 

It will create confusion and legal un-
certainty in cases in which the FTC 
seeks to use this authority to stop un-
fair methods of competition that hurts 
consumers, honest small businesses, 
and workers. 

The November 2022 policy statement 
informs the public, business commu-
nity, and antitrust bar how the agency 
interprets the law based on principles 
from prior case law and agency. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no,’’ 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, I 
would just say that is the issue, that 
there is more confusion now that the 
FTC has kind of wandered away from 
what ultimately was legal precedent. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose, 

and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Chairman, I 
simply would urge an ‘‘aye’’ vote, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1530 

AMENDMENT NO. 51 OFFERED BY MR. 
FITZGERALD 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 51 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. 902. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the February 4, 2021, sus-
pension of early termination to filings made 
under section 7A of the Clayton Act (15 
U.S.C. 18a). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZGERALD) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Wisconsin. 
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Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, 

this amendment would prohibit funds 
from being made available to the FTC 
to enforce the suspension of early ter-
minations to merger filings made 
under the Hart-Scott-Rodino Act. 

The FTC is authorized to terminate 
this waiting period early upon the re-
quest of the parties or on their own. 
After determining that the transaction 
does not pose significant competitive 
concerns, the ruling will be made. 

In February 2021, the early termi-
nation process was ‘‘temporarily’’ sus-
pended due to the impact of COVID, 
and the suspension remains in place 
nearly 3 years later. Prior to the sus-
pension, early termination was granted 
in approximately half of all reported 
transactions. 

The world obviously has moved on 
from COVID, and it is time for the FTC 
to move on, as well. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘aye’’ on the amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. 

Current law requires that a party 
wishing to complete an acquisition 
must delay the transaction for at least 
30 days following the submission of a 
pre-merger notification to give the 
FTC and DOJ an opportunity to review 
the transaction and determine whether 
to investigate it further. The statute 
gives the FTC and DOJ the ability to 
grant an individual case exemption 
from this requirement to wait 30 days. 
Granting this early termination, how-
ever, consumes agency resources, and 
the delay for parties associated with 
suspending early termination is mini-
mal. 

I strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Chairman, I 
simply move an ‘‘aye’’ vote, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
the amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. FITZ-
GERALD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 52 OFFERED BY MS. FOXX 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 52 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
in this Act may be used to implement the 

proposed revisions, published on April 6, 2023, 
to OMB Circular A–4. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
support of my amendment to prohibit 
the Office of Management and Budget, 
OMB, from implementing its April 6, 
2023, revisions to OMB Circular A–4. 

These revisions are an attempt to re-
write and water down the regulatory 
guardrails currently in place so that 
the Biden administration can promul-
gate regulations that dramatically 
overstate the benefits and underrep-
resent the costs. 

The Biden administration has big 
plans to spend your hard-earned money 
and reshape your way of life. They are 
working to concoct all manner of mas-
sively expensive regulations, including 
rules on climate change, social equity, 
income redistribution, and creating a 
‘‘social cost of carbon.’’ 

However, even the profligate Biden 
administration has realized that it 
faces checks and guardrails on its regu-
latory authorities as a result of OMB’s 
Circular A–4, which provides objective 
and nonpartisan guidance to agencies 
for considering the impacts of different 
regulatory actions. 

OMB Circular A–4 came from a 1993 
Clinton-era executive order providing 
agencies with a framework and guard-
rails for considering different regu-
latory approaches that truly maximize 
benefits for the American people and 
minimize costs. 

The April 6, 2023, revisions to OMB 
Circular A–4 are a departure from bi-
partisan and widely accepted practices 
and principles and are a thinly veiled 
attempt to push through the radical 
leftist agenda by stacking the deck in 
favor of extremely costly regulations. 

Perhaps the most egregious part of 
these revisions to Circular A–4 is that 
they will allow agencies to consider 
not only the benefits of regulations to 
Americans, who are the ones footing 
the bill, but benefits that accrue across 
the entire world. This would surely re-
sult in agencies dramatically over-
stating the purported benefits of regu-
lations that can be seen as having glob-
al benefits, such as anything invoking 
the phrases ‘‘climate change’’ or ‘‘so-
cial cost of carbon.’’ 

In order to enact its radical agenda, 
the Biden administration needs to re-
write OMB Circular A–4 so that the 
cost of its regulatory regime can be 
minimized and the benefits dramati-
cally overstated. 

We must reject the attempt to 
‘‘stack the deck’’ so the Biden adminis-
tration can radically reshape our lives 
and reach even deeper into our pockets. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to support my amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in 
strong opposition to this amendment. 

The proposed revisions that this 
amendment seeks to block to OMB Cir-
cular A–4 include updates that consider 
the social cost of carbon and other cli-
mate-related factors in regulatory im-
pact analyses. This change recognizes 
the urgency of addressing climate 
change and aligns Federal agencies 
with efforts to mitigate its impacts. 

I strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, we do not 
need this concoction of ‘‘social cost of 
carbon’’ visited upon us in this country 
that will cost us lots and lots of 
money. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote in favor of this, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
this amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, again, we 
need to stop the Biden administration 
from implementing its revisions to 
OMB Circular A–4. We don’t need to 
water down the regulatory guardrails 
currently in place and dramatically 
overstate the benefits and underrep-
resent the costs of their rules. This 
needs to be stopped. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
my amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 53 OFFERED BY MR. FRY 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 53 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the salary or ex-
penses of any officer or employee of the De-
partment of the Treasury Climate Hub. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. FRY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Chairman, I rise today 
to introduce an amendment that pro-
hibits the funding of the Treasury De-
partment’s wasteful Climate Hub ini-
tiative, which was rolled out by the 
Biden administration in 2021. 

My constituents sent me to Wash-
ington to restore fiscal sanity to our 
Federal Government and get back to 
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the basics. It makes zero sense to have 
a climate hub under the Treasury De-
partment. 

This country is over $33 trillion in 
debt. Americans are tired of seeing 
their tax dollars used to bloat and em-
bolden Federal agencies. They are tired 
of seeing these agencies usurping power 
to pursue extreme agendas. They are 
tired of this Biden administration 
turning a blind eye to address real 
problems that Americans face while 
pursuing an agenda that only liberal 
elites benefit from. 

They have loosely defined their so- 
called climate strategy while pumping 
billions and billions of dollars into pur-
suing and enforcing out-of-touch regu-
lations. 

Mr. Chairman, as our country sinks 
deeper and deeper into debt every day, 
I see no basis for a climate hub to exist 
in the Department that should be fo-
cused on our country’s finances. In-
stead of prioritizing legitimate func-
tions within the Treasury Department, 
such as promoting economic growth in 
America, managing our government’s 
finances effectively, and ensuring the 
soundness of our financial system, Mr. 
Chairman, the Treasury Department’s 
Climate Hub is just another example of 
how Democrats and this administra-
tion want our Federal Government to 
grow in scope and power and ignore the 
core functions of their mission. 

Time and time again, we have seen 
this administration embark upon a 
rogue spending spree in the name of 
climate change and apply its own defi-
nition of fiscal responsibility to its de-
cisionmaking. Rather than confronting 
the immediate challenges that face our 
country, Washington bureaucrats are 
caught up in their own climate policy 
echo chamber, and it seems to me that 
many of them care more about a photo 
op than enacting sound and well- 
thought-out policy. 

This administration has telegraphed 
to the American people that climate 
change is the only threat to our hu-
manity and is more serious than nu-
clear war. Everyday Americans can see 
right through the hypocrisy of this ad-
ministration. I remind everyone that 
Americans deserve better from their 
government. 

My amendment would put an end to 
the Treasury Department’s wasteful 
Climate Hub. The United States Treas-
ury has absolutely no reason to use 
taxpayer funds for this initiative. 

I am committed to standing up for 
fiscal responsibility, and I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. 

Treasury’s Climate Hub was created 
to leverage the Department’s finance 
and financial mitigation efforts to con-

front the growing threat of climate 
change. 

In just over 2 years, the hub has been 
instrumental in the implementation of 
the tremendously successful Inflation 
Reduction Act. The hub also contrib-
uted to successful negotiations that led 
to a substantial public-private climate 
finance commitment with South Africa 
and Indonesia. 

This amendment would impede the 
Treasury’s climate policy strategy as 
our Nation faces growing climate 
threats. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Chairman, again, I 
think the basis of this is that we must 
get back to the basics. The Treasury 
Department has no basis for under-
taking this initiative. 

Mr. Chair, I continue to urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
the amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. FRY. Mr. Chairman, we cannot 
accept that every agency can focus its 
time and resources on aspects outside 
of their design and control. If we ever 
hope to get our economy back on track 
and our country back on track, we 
can’t continue to allow this adminis-
tration or the Treasury Department to 
ignore its core responsibilities. 

I am proud to introduce this amend-
ment, and I once again urge my col-
leagues to support it. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. FRY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 54 OFFERED BY MR. GAETZ 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 54 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the acquisition 
of property for a new fully consolidated 
headquarters of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. GAETZ) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Chairman, the FBI 
wants a massive new complex for their 
Washington, D.C., area activities. They 
want to spend more than $300 million 
on that complex. 

Though the FBI has an employee 
base that is about 2.3 percent of the 
United States military, Mr. Chairman, 

they are literally asking for something 
that is larger than the Pentagon for 
the FBI. 

My amendment would disallow any 
planning, spending, or distribution of 
funds for that purpose. I don’t believe 
that the FBI deserves a massive new 
headquarters or Washington field of-
fice. 

The activities inside of Washington, 
the Greater Washington metro area, 
have really driven a lot of the inves-
tigative work we have done. It is not 
bad folks from the FBI out of some 
field office in middle America or else-
where in the country. It is the Wash-
ington, D.C.-based activities that have 
pressured other field offices for no good 
law enforcement reason. It is the D.C.- 
based entities that have suppressed 
credible investigative leads into crimi-
nal conduct over the objections of 
other bureaus and offices, and they 
have initiated investigations into 
American citizens merely for engaging 
in constitutionally protected speech. 

They have attempted to entrap Mem-
bers of the United States Senate by 
holding false classified briefings. That 
is the testimony we got from Senator 
GRASSLEY and Senator JOHNSON. 

They have also worked hard to cen-
sor factual information harmful to 
their preferred political candidates, no-
tably the Hunter-Biden laptop story 
that the FBI based in the D.C. metro 
area was involved in cajoling censor-
ship of. 

Building a new headquarters would 
condone, reinforce, and enable the 
Washington field office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation’s nefarious be-
havior. We shouldn’t do it, and we 
should adopt this amendment to ensure 
that is the case. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

b 1545 
Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 

time in opposition to the amendment. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, my thanks 
to the minority side for giving me an 
opportunity to speak. I rise in opposi-
tion to the gentleman from Florida’s 
amendment. 

We are not always going to hate the 
FBI. I realize there are people on my 
side of the aisle that don’t like some of 
the activities of the FBI. I am not 
going to pick an argument on that. 

What I will argue is that it is bad 
policy for the Congress to be taking 
steps to deny a Federal agency that is 
in serious need, in my opinion, of an 
improvement to their headquarters. 

Now, notice I said improvement. I 
didn’t say some massive, big expansion, 
necessarily. What I do know is that 
when I toured the FBI headquarters, I 
saw it in a state of disrepair that is 
going to need the attention of the own-
ers of that property. That is us. To 
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deny the FBI the opportunity to be 
able to explore other alternatives, I 
think, is a bit shortsighted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield an ad-
ditional 30 seconds to the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. WOMACK. The fact is the build-
ing is crumbling, and there is going to 
be a need to do something. What that 
something is, I am not an expert on. I 
think it would be wrong for us to be 
taking this action today pursuant to 
this amendment without having at 
least a hearing and an opportunity for 
the people responsible for the facili-
ties—FBI, GSA, any other stake-
holder—to be able to help us under-
stand what the situation is today and 
what the needs are of tomorrow. That 
discussion can take place, should take 
place, but I think it is a bit short-
sighted and premature for us to be tak-
ing the action that this amendment 
would call for here today. 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Chair, it is not my 
grave concern that the FBI’s building 
is crumbling. It is my grave concern 
that the civil liberties of Americans 
are crumbling. I wish we were more 
worried about that and less worried 
about whether or not we have new car-
pet and wallpaper at the FBI building. 

My colleague from Arkansas says 
that the FBI headquarters is in a state 
of disrepair. Mr. Chair, it is the FBI 
itself that is in a state of disrepair. 

While my colleague from Arkansas 
may be right that we may not always 
hate the FBI, how about while we are 
most concerned about the things they 
are doing we not go build them a new 
$300 million building. 

My colleague says there needs to be a 
hearing. Let me tell you about the 
hearing that mattered to me. Frankly, 
many of my Democrat colleagues are 
also worried about civil liberties. That 
was the hearing where we learned that 
the FBI has conducted over 278,000 ille-
gal queries on the FISA system, or the 
hearing that said that the Inspector 
General found that 38 times an hour 
these people were violating FISA. 

The notion that we would stand here 
and defend them, frankly, is deeply dis-
appointing. I think those folks deserve 
to sit in the rat-infested J. Edgar Hoo-
ver Building until they get their act 
straight with America’s civil liberties. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER). 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
friend for yielding, and I thank the 
chairman for his comments. 

I understand what the gentleman, 
Mr. GAETZ, is saying. His ire is directed 
at people. The people will be transi-
tory. People come and go. Members 
come and go from the Congress of the 
United States. 

What will not be transitory is the 
ability to have a critically important 
agency for us in the long-term to carry 

out its duty, which is, after all, to de-
fend America, our Constitution, from 
enemies both foreign and domestic, and 
their duties have been changed to a sig-
nificant degree since 9/11. 

What this structure that is proposed 
to be built is supposed to do is to ac-
commodate the fact that the present 
building is falling down and is dan-
gerous to those who work there, some 
of whom are clerical people not making 
any decisions with respect to policy. I 
would think the gentleman would be 
concerned about their safety, as am I, 
and as is the chairman, and the safety 
of those, frankly, who walk around the 
building. If the gentleman visited 
there, he is going to see netting around 
the building because the concrete is 
falling off the building. 

I would share, obviously, the chair-
man’s view. I am not totally objective. 
They are going to build it somewhere 
in this region. I live in this region. I 
am supportive of this region. 

I think we shouldn’t transfer ire 
against the people who are in positions 
in the FBI at this point in time. 

This building, when and if it is built, 
is going to be built sometime in the fu-
ture and is absolutely essential. FBI 
Directors preceding the present FBI Di-
rector a number of times have said this 
is needed. Experts have said it is need-
ed. The GSA says it is needed. I would 
hope that we would not, because of the 
temporary displeasure or ire or anger 
or stronger feeling, if you want to ex-
press it, of the present occupants or 
the actions they are taking, would not 
adversely reflect on the judgment as to 
whether or not a new capital facility 
for a critically important agency is 
necessary at this time. 

I would hope the gentleman would 
withdraw his amendment. I don’t ex-
pect that to happen. If he doesn’t with-
draw it, I hope it is defeated. 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Chair, where I think 
Leader HOYER is correct is that this ef-
fort would be incomplete in the ab-
sence of major reforms to FISA and the 
other authorities that are abused, no 
matter who the people are. The people 
have changed and the corruption has 
remained the same at the FBI. Under 
Republican and Democrat leadership, 
we have seen consistent abuses of 
Americans’ civil liberties. To take tax 
money away from our fellow Ameri-
cans, who are the victims at times of 
these abuses, and then build a new cen-
ter for the FBI seems deeply unwise to 
me. 

Mr. Chair, I yield to the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for the 
purposes of a colloquy. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chair, I don’t want 
any misinterpretation that I adopted 
the gentleman’s premise as to the ac-
tivities of the FBI. I disagree with 
that. 

Mr. GAETZ. I appreciate that clari-
fication, and I don’t think anyone 
would confuse his views with mine as it 
relates to the FBI. 

Mr. HOYER. Thank God for that. 
Let me say that in the concept of 

what we are doing, this is necessary, 

forgetting about any of the other 
issues. 

I understand what he is saying. I dis-
agree with him, but I appreciate his po-
sition and why he is saying it. To be so, 
in my opinion, shortsighted that we 
delay further—this building has been 
delayed. The first request for new fa-
cilities was 2009, so we are now talking 
a decade-and-a-half essentially. That 
was my point, but I don’t want to be 
confused that I adopt his premise on 
the FBI activities. 

Mr. GAETZ. Reclaiming my time. 
Mr. Chair, I appreciate the distinc-

tion, and I am grateful that there are a 
number of Democrats, like Ms. LOF-
GREN and Mr. NADLER, who are working 
very closely with Republicans to try to 
reform these authorities so that peo-
ple’s Fourth Amendment rights are not 
violated. Doing that alongside creating 
some new $300 million monstrosity for 
the FBI, that is, quite literally, larger 
than the Pentagon, sends entirely the 
wrong message, and that would support 
adoption of this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I stand with 
the bipartisan statesmen who have ar-
gued against this amendment. I oppose 
the amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GAETZ). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Florida will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 55 OFFERED BY MR. GOOD OF 
VIRGINIA 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 55 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to require any individual to re-
ceive a vaccine against COVID–19. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOOD) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
rise today in support of my amendment 
that would ensure that no taxpayer 
dollars are used to implement a vac-
cine mandate. This amendment applies 
across the Federal Government as well 
as to the District of Columbia since the 
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District falls under the oversight of the 
Congress and uses taxpayer dollars for 
its operation as the seat of the United 
States Government. 

We cannot forget how the COVID 
lockdowns were exploited by the gov-
ernment to infringe on the personal 
liberties of Americans. These tyran-
nical lockdowns and mandates were 
used to inflict unneeded economic dam-
age on small towns in rural America 
and on businessowners across the coun-
try. 

The government crushed the econ-
omy during COVID with unjustified 
lockdowns, lockouts, restrictions, man-
dates, and more. The government 
harmed and mistreated our children 
during COVID by closing schools, re-
quiring masks, and enforcing vaccines 
on those who were never truly at risk 
from the virus. The government sup-
pressed information and perpetuated 
lies. The government prevented doctors 
and healthcare providers from doing 
what they believed was best for their 
patients to combat COVID. 

The government trampled on basic 
liberties such as the freedom of speech 
and expression, the freedom of worship, 
the freedom of assembly, the freedom 
to make a living or to operate your 
business, the freedom of movement and 
travel, the freedom to educate your 
children, and much more. 

The government lied about the risk 
of the virus. The government lied 
about the effectiveness of the vaccine. 
The government lied about the need to 
wear a mask. The government treated 
everyone like those who were truly at 
risk, the elderly and those with extra 
comorbidity factors. 

The government forced the termi-
nation of frontline medical personnel, 
first responders, law enforcement, and 
military personnel for not getting a 
vaccine, regardless of whether or not 
they were at serious risk or had al-
ready had the virus, and therefore, had 
natural immunity. The government 
stripped away the right to privacy, 
medical freedom, and bodily autonomy. 
The government didn’t follow the 
science. 

History will judge the government 
harshly for the harm done to the Amer-
ican people, especially to our children, 
during the pandemic. 

President Biden mercifully, finally 
declared the COVID–19 public health 
emergency over just on May 11 of this 
year. This was long past due. 

Unfortunately, though, vaccine man-
dates are still in place in some places 
across the country. In fact, nearly 100 
universities across the country still re-
quire a COVID–19 vaccine just to at-
tend school this year, for college stu-
dents who were never at serious risk 
for the virus. 

It is time we protect taxpayers from 
unwillingly funding more restrictive 
mandates. More importantly, it is time 
we protect Americans’ most basic fun-
damental liberties. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to support this 

commonsense amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to this amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. BOST). The 
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I strongly 
oppose this amendment. This amend-
ment would prohibit the District of Co-
lumbia from using its local funds to re-
quire an individual to receive a COVID– 
19 vaccine. 

How D.C. spends its local funds, 
which consists of local taxes and fees, 
should be a decision for D.C., not Con-
gress. If D.C.’s local elected officials 
want to spend local funds on requiring 
individuals to receive a COVID–19 vac-
cine, they should have the authority to 
do so. If they do not want to spend 
local D.C. funds on requiring individ-
uals to receive a COVID–19 vaccine, 
they should have the authority not to 
do so. 

D.C.’s local elected officials are ac-
countable to D.C. residents. If D.C. 
residents do not like the decisions of 
their local elected officials, they can 
vote them out of office. 

D.C. residents, a majority of whom 
are Black and Brown, are capable and 
worthy of governing themselves. If 
House Republicans cared about demo-
cratic principles or D.C. residents, they 
would bring my D.C. statehood bill 
which would give D.C. residents voting 
representation in Congress and full 
local self-government to this floor. 

Congress has the constitutional au-
thority to admit the State of Wash-
ington, D.C. It simply lacks the will. 

I say to every Member of Congress, 
keep your hands off D.C. If you want to 
legislate on local D.C. matters, become 
a D.C. resident and get elected Mayor 
or councilmember. 

Mr. Chair, I urge colleagues to oppose 
this amendment, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
agree with my colleague from the other 
side that, yes, this amendment would 
prohibit the requirement of the COVID 
vaccine in Washington, D.C.—not just 
the COVID–19 vaccine, though. Can you 
believe they really still want to require 
the COVID–19 vaccine now, nearly 4 
years later? 

b 1600 

We are talking about vaccines more 
generally and more broadly. We need to 
protect the minority from the tyranny 
of the majority. 

Unfortunately, D.C. has dem-
onstrated they certainly need the con-
gressional oversight that is afforded to 
this body in the Constitution. 

Mr. Chairman, COVID–19 restrictions 
hurt millions of Americans, countless 
businesses, and many communities in 
our great Nation. Too many people 
were forced to make a choice between 
freedom—basic fundamental freedom— 
and keeping their job. 

The virus was going to do what the 
virus was going to do. We all got it. 

There was nothing we could do to pre-
vent us from getting it. The Federal 
Government was the worst offender, 
imposing draconian measures and man-
dates to stop the spread. We all remem-
ber that. 

How many employees were fired be-
cause they made their own personal 
medical choices; not to mention our 
servicemembers who were dishonorably 
discharged for exercising their freedom 
not to get the vaccine. 

Taxpayer dollars should never flow to 
any entity that forces people to take 
an experimental shot. We must safe-
guard personal freedoms. Isn’t that the 
fundamental responsibility of this gov-
ernment and Congress? 

We need to protect the right for all 
Americans to make the best medical 
decisions for themselves. We must say, 
in no uncertain terms, never again. 
Never again would we allow govern-
ment to do what they did to the Amer-
ican people during the COVID pan-
demic. 

My amendment simply blocks fund-
ing from going toward any authori-
tarian vaccine mandate. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in support of this amend-
ment, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 56 OFFERED BY MR. GOOD 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 56 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
rise as the designee of Mr. GOODEN of 
Texas, and I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to prohibit the vol-
untary disclosure policy for White House vis-
itor access records. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. GOOD) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Virginia. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, 
the Biden administration promised us 
that they would be the most trans-
parent administration in our Nation’s 
history. 

Unfortunately, but not surprisingly, 
they have not followed through on that 
promise. In fact, the White House vis-
itor log policy provides the American 
people the ability to see who is lob-
bying this administration. 

However, the Biden administration 
has made significant efforts to ensure 
this policy is nearly impossible to take 
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effect as intended. Despite Republicans 
sending correspondence to the adminis-
tration requesting the disclosure of 
this information, the White House has 
not followed through and remains high-
ly secretive. While they released some 
portions of visitor logs, the American 
people deserve full transparency. 

Here are just a few examples of the 
Biden administration’s secrecy. The 
White House has deliberately omitted 
Hunter Biden’s visitor logs from the 
database. 

They have made it apparent that no 
records of visitors to the Delaware resi-
dence exists. When asked to disclose 
the details, they denied any intent to 
publish visitor access logs at the Presi-
dent’s Delaware home. 

Mind you, the President has spent 
well over 200 days of his Presidency at 
that location, which was also inves-
tigated when confidential classified 
documents were found. 

Their failure to disclose all visitor 
logs between the White House and the 
President’s Delaware property have di-
rectly contradicted this administra-
tion’s claims of being the most trans-
parent administration. 

These failures prove the administra-
tion’s commitment to restore integ-
rity, transparency, and trust in govern-
ment is merely lip service. We have 
seen this across all levels of the Biden 
administration, whether it is the press 
secretary selectively allowing only 
cherry-picked questions, or the White 
House hiding the visitor logs to his re-
treat in Delaware where he was keep-
ing classified documents. 

This amendment will require the 
White House to be transparent and pro-
hibit them from failing to disclose vis-
itor logs in a timely and accurate man-
ner in any way. 

We can no longer allow the Biden ad-
ministration to use a lack of trans-
parency as a shield to mask their ac-
tions from public accountability. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote in favor of this amendment, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, the amend-
ment doesn’t do anything. It simply 
says funds in the bill can’t be used to 
prevent voluntary disclosures. The ad-
ministration is already doing this. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chair, I 
would help my friend across the aisle 
with the examples that I just gave. 
They have deliberately omitted Hunter 
Biden’s visitor logs, and they certainly 
have omitted visitor logs from the 
President’s residence in Delaware 
where he spent over 200 days. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, the 
amendment does nothing, and we op-
pose it. I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman, 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. GOOD). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 57 OFFERED BY MR. GRAVES OF 

LOUISIANA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 57 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Chair, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to promulgate new 
rules that the Administrator of the Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs of the 
Office of Management and Budget finds has 
resulted in or is likely to result in— 

(1) an annual effect on the economy of 
$100,000,000 or more; 

(2) a major increase in costs or prices for 
consumers, individual industries, Federal, 
State, or local government agencies, or geo-
graphic regions; or 

(3) significant adverse effects on competi-
tion, employment, investment, productivity, 
innovation, or the ability of United States- 
based enterprises to compete with foreign- 
based enterprises in domestic and export 
markets. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Louisiana. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Chairman, when our constituents go to 
the ballot box and they vote for their 
Member of Congress, they expect that 
it is going to be someone that actually 
represents them, represents their val-
ues, and represents the community. 

What we have seen in this adminis-
tration is bureaucrats—people that are 
unelected and unaccountable—draft 
new regulations that impose incredible 
financial hardship on the American 
people. 

In fact, during the first 2 years of the 
Biden administration, there are esti-
mates that show that hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in new regulatory costs 
were heaped upon American businesses 
and heaped upon American families. 

Let me say that again. Hundreds of 
billions of dollars in additional regu-
latory compliance costs. Otherwise 
said, it is a hidden tax. 

Mr. Chairman, this is not you and I— 
these are not Members of Congress— 
that are approving and drafting these 
regulations. They are bureaucrats. 
What our amendment simply does is it 
says that those bureaucrats can con-
tinue to draft the amendments. If their 
regulation is going to cause over $100 
million in compliance costs, then it 
must be submitted to the Congress to 
allow for their elected Representatives 
to either affirm or deny that regula-

tion—that cost on the American peo-
ple. 

Mr. Chairman, it is a very simple 
amendment. I make note that this 
amendment has been included in pre-
vious appropriations bills. I hope my 
friends on the other side agree that we 
need to be representing our constitu-
ents, not unelected bureaucrats. 

I hope that they share the concern I 
have that hundreds of billions of dol-
lars in invisible taxes being heaped 
upon American businesses and families 
is inappropriate. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I claim 
the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I rise in 
opposition to this amendment. 

This amendment would fully block 
any rulemaking that the Office of Man-
agement and Budget’s, Office of Infor-
mation Regulatory Affairs determines 
to be significant. Each year that divi-
sion can review anywhere from 300 to 
700 rules. 

There is no available data to deter-
mine how many of these reviews result 
in a significant determination. How-
ever, roughly, 100 rules each year clear 
the higher economically significant 
threshold. 

This amendment would block any 
work on the roughly 100 economically 
significant rules the government pro-
mulgates annually and likely blocks 
countless others that result in a sig-
nificant determination. 

This amendment would grind govern-
ment to a halt and interrupt vital work 
to improve the lives of Americans 
across a range of policy areas. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Chairman, I appreciate the gentleman’s 
concerns, but let’s go ahead and think 
about what his concerns are based 
upon. The gentleman raised concerns 
that if this amendment passes, it is 
going to prevent the Biden administra-
tion from unilaterally implementing 
regulations 100 times that each cost 
over $100 million to comply with. 

I am sure my friend shares the con-
cern that these really need to be ac-
tions of the Congress. We come in and 
affirm congressional intent. We come 
in and affirm the interpretations of 
law. 

If a bureaucrat is going to impose 
that kind of cost on American busi-
nesses and, most importantly, on 
American families that are already 
struggling with record-high energy 
costs, interest rates, and inflationary 
costs that are all being imposed on 
these family members, this harms 
those who can least afford it the most. 

It really seems like my friend could 
reconsider the objection, that we could 
simply allow for Members of Congress 
to represent their constituents as op-
posed to unelected bureaucrats. 
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Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption of this 

amendment, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
the amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Chairman, I would simply say I regret 
that the gentleman is opposed. Earlier 
this year, he voted in support of an ad-
ministrative PAYGO provision that 
takes a very similar approach here 
that puts in a threshold that requires 
that additional scrutiny be applied to 
any regulation, or it be offset with ad-
ditional costs. I think this is compat-
ible with that. It takes the next step to 
ensure that American citizens are rep-
resented by their Members of Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption of the 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 58 printed 
part B of House Report 118–269. 

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 59 printed in part B of House 
Report 118–269. 

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 60 printed in part B of House 
Report 118–269. 

It is now in order to consider amend-
ment No. 61 printed in part B of House 
Report 118–269. 

b 1615 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 62 printed 
in part B of House Report Number 118– 
269. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I move to 
strike the last word. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Arkansas is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I rise to 
point out something that is pretty ob-
vious to everybody, and that is that 
this process that we are going through 
right now can come across very com-
plicated, but it is a broken budget 
process system. 

What I would like to see happen as 
we matriculate through the remainder 
of the Financial Services-General Gov-
ernment bill and as we move toward 
trying to get something done on Com-
merce-Justice-Science and Labor- 
Health and Human Services is that 
maybe we would have this moment of 
sobriety as a House and recognize that 
fixing this broken budget process is 
going to be essential if this Congress is 
going to be successful. 

We are sitting here today with a 
clock ticking and the sand is in the 
hourglass running right through to 
where on November 17 we could be fac-
ing a government shutdown. There 
have been many opportunities for us to 
complete our work on appropriations, 
move bills through the House, get them 
conferenced with the Senate, and get 
them signed into law. Of course, we are 

working against a deadline at the end 
of this year that will require a 1 per-
cent sequester if we don’t get all 12 
bills through. 

So it is my fervent belief that Con-
gress can fix this issue if Congress will 
recognize that it has an issue. I think 
the American people recognize it. We 
are looking right down the barrel of a 
government shutdown. If we can’t find 
the resources to prevent a lapse in gov-
ernment funding by next weekend and 
then even at the end of this year, we 
are, as I said, facing that 1 percent se-
quester. 

So we have a lot of work to do that 
is going to require the cooperation of 
the left and the right to be able to 
come to terms, fix our broken budget 
process system, and get this regular 
order system back and working for the 
American people. 

I was hoping for some buy-in from 
my friends on the left because they, 
too, recognize this process, but I guess 
they look at us and say: You are the 
governing majority, and it is up to you 
to make this thing work. 

Nevertheless, it has been broken with 
both sides being in control, so it is es-
sential, I think, that we do that. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

AMENDMENT NO. 63 OFFERED BY MRS. 
HARSHBARGER 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 63 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used— 

(1) for the salary or expenses of an officer 
or employee of the Gender Policy Council of 
the Executive Office of the President; or 

(2) to carry out the duties and responsibil-
ities of such Council. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER) 
and a Member opposed each will con-
trol 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Tennessee. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chairman, 
I rise today to urge my colleagues to 
support my commonsense amendment 
which would defund and effectively 
eliminate the Biden administration’s 
pro-abortion and pro-transgender pol-
icy council which is housed in the Ex-
ecutive Office of the President. The 
Biden administration has declared war 
on science, basic biology, and the con-
cept of gender. 

The American taxpayer should not be 
funding an office in the White House 
that is dedicated to spreading this ad-
ministration’s woke DEI agenda. 
Americans should know what DEI real-
ly stands for: division, exclusion, and 
indoctrination. 

Through various directives such as 
the Department of Education, Presi-
dent Biden has made it abundantly 
clear that his priorities are not pro-
moting the policies that benefit the 
majority of Americans but are pro-
moting an extreme agenda. 

They are forcing our daughters to 
compete against biological males in 
sports, forcing young women to share 
locker rooms and bathrooms with men, 
and launching pressure campaigns to 
encourage minors to take life altering 
hormones or undergo experimental sur-
geries. 

One must ask: Why are we promoting 
these radical policies, and why is the 
taxpayer funding it? 

The White House Gender Policy 
Council’s executive director wants to 
lecture Americans, specifically our 
children, about her belief that racism 
and sexism are somehow built into our 
health system. The White House Gen-
der Policy Council exists in a White 
House that is incapable of defining 
what a woman is. 

This amendment is as much about 
curbing wasteful and unnecessary gov-
ernment spending and being good stew-
ards of taxpayer money as it is about 
putting an end to the Biden adminis-
tration’s far left ideology being forced 
on Americans and their children. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. To my distinguished col-
league from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK): I 
so appreciate your promptness that we 
run on your subcommittee, I was just 
giving you the promptness through 
this process. So that is why I was al-
lowing you to use the time you had. I 
just want to explain that so you realize 
why I was sitting back. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong opposi-
tion to this amendment. The White 
House Gender Policy Council is vital in 
advancing gender equity and equality. 
It helps ensure that all individuals, re-
gardless of their gender, have equal op-
portunities and rights. The council 
takes a holistic approach to addressing 
gender issues and looking at areas such 
as economic security, healthcare, edu-
cation, and violence prevention. 

This comprehensive strategy allows 
for a more effective response to gender- 
related challenges leading to better 
outcomes for individuals and commu-
nities. 

By establishing a dedicated council 
at the highest levels of government, 
the White House sends a clear message 
about the importance of gender equity 
and inclusion. The White House Gender 
Policy Council is important for ad-
vancing gender, equity, and equality. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chairman, 
I have a question as to why we even 
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have a gender policy council when that 
authority should fall under the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
under Secretary Becerra. I think it is a 
redundancy that we do not need. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield 1 
minute to the distinguished gentleman 
from New York (Mr. JEFFRIES). 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Chair, I thank 
my distinguished colleague from the 
great State of Wisconsin for yielding 
time to me on this amendment and on 
the underlying bill. 

The question was just asked: Why do 
we have a White House Gender Policy 
Council? 

It is a pretty simple answer to that 
question. It is because here in America 
there are two contrasting visions as it 
relates to reproductive freedom. 

Democrats believe in a woman’s free-
dom to make her own reproductive 
healthcare decisions. Extreme MAGA 
Republicans have a very different view. 
Extreme MAGA Republicans want to 
criminalize abortion care. 

Extreme MAGA Republicans want to 
impose a nationwide ban. Extreme 
MAGA Republicans want us to live in a 
society where women have government 
mandated pregnancies. That is the di-
chotomy that we confront right now. 

Reproductive freedom is at issue all 
across America, and you are either on 
the right side of that issue, Mr. Chair-
man, or you are on the wrong side. We 
believe that my Republican colleagues 
continue to march us toward a nation-
wide abortion ban. 

Mr. Chairman, just look at the un-
derlying legislation which, by its very 
definition, restricts hundreds of thou-
sands of people here in the District of 
Columbia as it relates to reproductive 
freedom. 

Why is it in this bill? 
It is because there is a real policy dif-

ference. House Democrats support a 
woman’s freedom to make her own re-
productive healthcare decisions. Pe-
riod. Full stop. 

It is a choice that should be between 
a woman, her doctor, her faith, and her 
family, and not a bunch of extreme 
politicians. Nevertheless, that is the 
vision that is being offered to us by our 
friends on the other side. That is the 
reason why the White House has taken 
the step forward to make sure that 
they are protecting women all across 
America from efforts to try to crim-
inalize abortion care. 

I wonder, Mr. Chairman, what lesson 
has been learned from the events of 
just this week? 

What lesson was learned in Ohio? 
What lesson was learned in Virginia? 
What lesson was learned in Ken-

tucky, the deepest of red States? 
Why does this continue to happen? 
They jam an extreme rightwing ide-

ology down the throats of the women 
of America. That is what we are 
against. That is why we oppose this 
amendment. That is one of the reasons 
why we oppose this underlying bill. 

Now, from the very beginning of this 
Congress, House Democrats have made 
it clear: We want to find common 
ground with our Republican colleagues 
on any issue whenever and wherever 
possible if it relates to making life bet-
ter for everyday Americans. 

House Democrats are all about put-
ting people over politics: fighting for 
things like lower costs, growing the 
middle class, and safer communities. 
These are things that will make a dif-
ference and solve problems in the lives 
of everyday Americans. 

Part of the challenge that we face is 
that the extreme MAGA Republican 
agenda continues to be focused on the 
wrong things. The extreme MAGA Re-
publican agenda is focused on default-
ing on America’s debt, shutting down 
the government, crashing the economy, 
criminalizing reproductive freedom, 
cutting Social Security and Medicare, 
impeaching President Biden, and doing 
nothing to deal with affordability 
issues or improving the quality of life 
of everyday Americans. 

That is a shame. 
So, yes, we are going to continue to 

oppose Republican efforts to crim-
inalize abortion care now, tomorrow, 
next month, next year, and forever 
until this effort to take away reproduc-
tive freedom is buried in the ground 
never to rise again. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, no-
where in my remarks did I mention the 
Hyde amendment. I am talking about a 
gender policy council that should not 
exist. 

For over 40 years we have had the 
Hyde amendment in place to where 
American taxpayer dollars didn’t go to 
fund abortion. 

Nowhere did I say that a woman 
shouldn’t have a right to do what she 
wanted to do, but with the Roe v. Wade 
reversal, that decision went back to 
the States where it rightly belonged. In 
my opinion, over the last 40 to 50 years 
women have been indoctrinated to 
think it was a constitutional right to 
abortion, and it never was. 

b 1630 

I am here to set the record straight. 
It went back to the States where it be-
longs. All I am trying to say is that we 
need to get rid of the Gender Policy 
Council. If they want to put that any-
where, HHS is the Department that it 
should fall under. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, you heard 
from our Democratic leader. Demo-
crats strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mrs. HARSHBARGER. Mr. Chair, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Tennessee (Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Tennessee will 
be postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 64 OFFERED BY MR. HILL 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 64 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to support the allocation of Spe-
cial Drawing Rights to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, I rise today to 
offer an amendment that I hope will 
garner bipartisan support. I do this 
with my colleagues on the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee. Chairman 
BLAINE LUETKEMEYER of Missouri is 
here with me today. 

In 2021, Mr. Chair, the Treasury De-
partment approved $650 billion in an al-
location of Special Drawing Rights at 
the International Monetary Fund. That 
is a bunch of technical words, but in 
plain English, this means that they 
were lavishing $650 billion on all the 
countries of the world with no strings 
attached. 

The Biden administration claims 
that this allocation is necessary to 
have the global adequacy of funding in 
reserves in each of the sovereign coun-
tries of the world. In other words, these 
reserves from the IMF went to healthy 
countries, countries that don’t need 
the money, like countries in Europe or 
the United States. Many countries 
ended up using this IMF money just to 
pay short-term bills. 

Worst of all, this Special Drawing 
Rights allocation provided billions of 
dollars of unconditional liquidity to 
some of the worst regimes in the world: 
$40 billion went to China; $17 billion 
went to the Putin regime in Moscow; 
and Iran, the world’s leading state 
sponsor of terrorism, the funder of 
Hamas, the killer of Israelis on October 
7, received $5 billion to boost its re-
serves. 

That is completely at odds with 
American policy, completely at odds 
with our sanctions policy against some 
of the worst regimes in the world. 

The amendment we propose today 
would prohibit the Treasury Depart-
ment from allocating any more Special 
Drawing Rights from the IMF to the 
ayatollahs in Tehran. 
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Following the October 7 attack by 

Hamas against our friends in Israel, it 
would be unacceptable for the IMF to, 
once again, bolster the reserves of Iran. 
Money is fungible, and that money 
goes to Hezbollah and Hamas. 

Some of our colleagues might 
counter that prohibiting more SDRs 
for Iran means prohibiting them for ev-
erybody. That is simply not true. 

Mr. Chairman, the IMF has the au-
thority to do special allocations and al-
locate these Special Drawing Rights re-
serves to countries of a particular need 
or concern. We don’t have to give this 
kind of largesse to wealthy countries 
like the Netherlands or the United 
States or to rogues like China and 
Iran. 

Some may argue that excluding this 
is too dramatic and that Treasury 
itself can designate the whole country 
as a jurisdiction of primary money 
laundering concern, and therefore, Iran 
can’t get it. 

This administration has already 
freed up money for Iran in their recent 
hostage deal. If Treasury really wants 
to argue that Iran, the world’s fore-
most state sponsor of terrorism, should 
receive more no-strings-attached 
money, then come to Congress to make 
the case, but this is significant and 
should be decided by the elected offi-
cials in this body, not agency officials 
at the Treasury. 

Last month’s assault on Israel was a 
clarifying moment for so many people 
around the world. This amendment 
sends a unified message: No more 
money for bad regimes around the 
world. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. This amend-
ment doesn’t belong in this bill. We 
don’t deal with the IMF and Special 
Drawing Rights. That would be in the 
State-Foreign Operations bill, which 
we have already taken up on the floor. 

Mr. Chair, I urge the sponsor to take 
up that bill in the fiscal year 2025 bill, 
assuming we ever get to that. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, I don’t consider 
that a very convincing argument on 
this amendment. This amendment is a 
good idea to counter a bad policy. 

Blanket money for rogue regimes 
through the IMF, approved by our 
Treasury Department and encouraged 
by the Biden administration, is bad. 

Voting for this amendment is good. 
It sends a message to rogue regimes: 
You don’t get a free lunch from the 
United States of America. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, as I said, we 
are not debating the merits of the 

amendment. It is just not appropriate 
in this bill, period. 

Mr. Chair, I oppose the amendment, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, may I inquire 
as to the time remaining. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Arkansas has 1 minute remaining. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Chair, let me say, in 
conclusion, that this is the Treasury 
bill. This is the bill that appropriates 
money for the Treasury. 

The Rules Committee made this 
amendment in order because it con-
cerns spending money at the Treasury 
for bad ideas. Those on this side of the 
aisle want to counter terrorism, 
counter bad ideas, counter profligate 
spending by the IMF to back up rogue 
regimes. 

Mr. Chair, I encourage all Members 
who want to counter terrorism, 
counter rogue regimes, speak up for 
freedom in Israel, speak up for freedom 
in Ukraine, speak up for freedom on 
the island of Taiwan to support this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 65 OFFERED BY MR. HUIZENGA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 65 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds appropriated 
or otherwise made available by this Act may 
be made available to authorize a transaction 
by a United States financial institution (as 
defined under section 561.309 of title 31, Code 
of Federal Regulations) for a person whose 
property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to Executive Order 13902, 
other than a transaction for the sale of agri-
cultural commodities, food, medicine, or 
medical devices. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Chair, this is 
sort of a continuation of my friend Mr. 
HILL’s amendment and Mr. BARR’s, and 
other amendments that we have talked 
about today, which is really about 
whether we are going to allow the larg-
est state funder of terrorism to con-
tinue to have access to hard dollars 
and continue to have access to the cap-
ital that is funding groups like Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and Palestine Islamic Jihad. 

Mr. Chair, the deadly terror attacks 
of October 7 made one thing abun-
dantly clear: The United States cannot 
continue to allow the Iranian regime 

access to funding that, in turn, could 
be used against our allies and even 
American citizens. 

I am pleased to offer this amendment 
today, and I hope it will receive bipar-
tisan support because a very similar 
amendment, Mr. Chair, received a 
voice vote in 2016 right along these 
lines. 

Last month’s barbaric attack against 
our friends and allies in Israel was a 
powerful reminder of the dangers posed 
by Hamas and others. 

By the way, Hamas, receives 93 per-
cent of their total funding from 
Tehran. As we mentioned, Tehran and 
Iran, being the world’s leading state 
sponsor of terrorism, must be cut off 
from their ability to wage hostilities 
abroad. 

As far-reaching as our Iranian sanc-
tions are, it may surprise some of my 
colleagues that we have not actually 
closed all the financing loopholes. The 
administration still enjoys significant 
discretion to permit trade and finan-
cial services with these bad actors even 
if it has nothing to do with humani-
tarian purposes. My amendment would 
change this. 

Under Executive Order No. 13902, the 
Trump administration made the con-
struction, mining, manufacturing, and 
textile sectors of the Iranian economy 
subject to U.S. sanctions, in addition 
to sanctions in place, many going back 
to the 2012 NDAA. The Treasury De-
partment later added the financial sec-
tor to this group, blacklisting 18 Ira-
nian banks in October 2020. At the 
same time, the Treasury’s Office of 
Foreign Asset Control, also known as 
OFAC, retains broad discretion to li-
cense transactions with sanctioned Ira-
nians. 

Under the Obama administration’s 
nuclear deal, for example, Treasury li-
censed aircraft sales to Iran Air, which 
had previously been sanctioned for pro-
viding support to the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps, also known as the 
IRGC, and to the Defense Ministry. 

An amendment to the FSGG appro-
priations bill to prohibit these licenses 
was adopted by the House in 2016 by 
voice vote. 

We must not let licenses undermine 
sanctions under these executive orders, 
which is why my amendment would 
prohibit them if they allow Iran to use 
the U.S. financial system. It is that 
simple. 

The attack on Israel has underscored 
how we cannot become complacent 
when it comes to blocking Iran from 
the goods, technology, and hard cur-
rency it needs to fund terrorist groups, 
such as Hamas, Hezbollah, Palestine Is-
lamic Jihad, and many others. 

In addition to being the world’s lead-
ing state sponsor of terrorism, Iran has 
been designated by Treasury as a juris-
diction of primary laundering concern. 

Mr. HILL just referenced in his 
amendment that Treasury does have 
the ability to put these jurisdictions on 
money laundering, but they have re-
scinded that, Mr. Chair. They allow 
these exemptions. 
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That is why Mr. HILL’s amendment, 

my amendment, and other amendments 
are trying to narrow that down and 
tighten that down. Clearly, we should 
shield our financial institutions from 
contact with the country to the fullest 
extent possible. 

Now, let me address potential objec-
tions. Some might ask about humani-
tarian aid under this measure. 

My amendment does nothing—let me 
repeat, nothing—to affect existing ex-
emptions for agricultural commodities, 
food, medicine, or medical devices. 
These exemptions have long been codi-
fied into our laws, and this amendment 
does not change that. This is explicit 
in the text of the amendment. 

Mr. Chair, you may have heard and 
seen those media reports about phan-
tom false billing that might be hap-
pening or black market deals where 
those goods and services are delivered 
and being misused and even sold on the 
black market for that cash. That is an-
other issue, and we need to address 
that, but that is not what we are get-
ting at here in this one. 

Others might ask whether this 
amendment could limit Treasury’s 
ability to license transactions as fu-
ture ransom for hostages, for example, 
or even as part of a new nuclear deal. 

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Chair, I encour-
age my colleagues to vote for my 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition to the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. 

The Treasury Department has identi-
fied significant technical concerns with 
this amendment. Specifically, the 
agency has concerns about how the 
amendment’s construction would im-
pact general licenses authorized by the 
Office of Foreign Assets Control. 

I strongly agree with the need to en-
force the sanctions included in Execu-
tive Order No. 13902 with respect to any 
person determined to operate in the 
construction, mining, manufacturing, 
or textile sectors of the Iranian econ-
omy. However, some terms like ‘‘Is-
lamic Republic of Iran’’ and ‘‘for, or on 
behalf of’’ are vague and would create 
confusion as to how they would relate 
to existing authorizations. 

Treasury believes this phrasing could 
cause unintended consequences outside 
of the intended scope. 

Mr. Chair, for these reasons, I oppose 
the amendment and recommend a ‘‘no’’ 
vote, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

b 1645 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. HUIZENGA). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 68 OFFERED BY MR. 
LUETKEMEYER 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 68 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds made avail-
able in this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to support a quota increase for 
the People’s Republic of China at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Missouri (Mr. LUETKEMEYER) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Missouri. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Chair, I 
am pleased to offer this amendment 
today with the gentleman from Arkan-
sas (Mr. HILL) as a cosponsor, who was 
here a minute ago. I am confident it 
will garner bipartisan support. 

My amendment would prohibit funds 
from this bill from being used to sup-
port a shareholding increase for China 
at the International Monetary Fund, 
the IMF. 

The IMF is the world’s lender of last 
resort and plays a critical role in en-
suring multilateral cooperation on a 
wide array of financial matters. 

As the IMF’s largest shareholder, the 
U.S. is the only member to wield a veto 
over important decisions at the Fund. 
This includes decisions that change 
countries’ shareholding weight at the 
institution. 

Across administrations, the U.S. has 
advocated for the IMF to support fiscal 
responsibility among borrowers, re-
sponsible governance of exchange 
rates, and transparency in sovereign 
lending. These principles support glob-
al financial stability, but they have 
now been put at risk by China’s dicta-
torship. 

Put simply, the emergence of China 
as the world’s largest official creditor 
has saddled countries around the world 
with opaque and onerous debt that the 
IMF has been called upon to resolve. 
None of this lending complies with 
international rules and norms like 
those established by the Paris Club and 
the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development. 

Although Chinese lending to devel-
oping countries has declined since its 
heyday in 2016, it still racked up $79 
billion in commitments across the 
board in 2021. Much of this lending is 
shifting from infrastructure to emer-
gency lending. In other words, China 
itself is adopting a role that the IMF 
has been traditionally playing. 

Moreover, China’s flouting of inter-
national lending standards mirrors its 
nontransparent management of its do-
mestic currency, the renminbi. It is 

shocking, but undeniably true, that the 
IMF has limited insight into the ex-
change rate regime of the world’s sec-
ond largest economy. This is why my 
amendment is so important. 

The IMF is finishing a review of its 
shareholding by the end of this year. 
China continues to argue that its 
shares, referred to as a quota at the 
Fund, don’t accurately reflect its 
weight in the world economy. It has 
pushed and will continue to push for a 
greater say on the board of IMF. 

My argument boils down to this: 
Shareholding at these institutions is 
not about the size of a country’s econ-
omy, but, rather, its commitment to 
international rules and good-faith co-
operation. As long as China dismisses 
every principle of the IMF’s founda-
tion, we cannot reward it with a 
stronger voice at the Fund. It would be 
absurd to increase its shareholding 
weight at the IMF when it is refusing 
to restructure much of its predatory 
lending to the Fund’s borrowers. 

The Treasury Department represents 
us at the Fund, and I am pleased that 
it has conveyed Congress’ skepticism 
toward a quota increase for China. 
However, there is no formal agreement 
at the IMF yet. This amendment will 
help ensure that boosting China’s influ-
ence is off the table. The amendment 
also sets a marker for future 
shareholding reviews, where my col-
leagues on the Financial Services Com-
mittee and I will insist on real ac-
countability from Beijing. 

China would have us believe that the 
U.S. threatens global cooperation by 
denying it a more prominent seat at 
the table, but the opposite is true. It is 
China’s disregard for transparency 
making our opposition to its influence 
at the IMF and other multilateral or-
ganizations absolutely vital. 

I would add that China’s abuse of 
human rights at home, including its 
genocide of the Uyghurs is yet another 
reason why legitimizing Beijing at an 
international institution is unaccept-
able. 

We must draw a line in the sand, 
which is what my amendment does. I 
urge my colleagues to support it, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. This amend-
ment doesn’t belong in this bill. We 
don’t deal with the IMF and 
shareholding. That would be part of the 
State and Foreign Operations bill, 
which has already gone through this 
body. 

I urge the sponsor to take up the 
issue in that bill, and I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Chair, I 
would just argue that the Treasury De-
partment is in charge of various activi-
ties with regard to the governance of 
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these boards, whether the World Bank, 
IMF, et cetera. These are entities that 
we fund. We are on these boards, and 
these boards direct funds that we have 
put in these entities. It is our job to 
make sure that the Treasury Depart-
ment does its job, which is to monitor 
this, be on the boards, behave in a re-
sponsible fashion, and also to stop the 
nonsense going on around the world 
with bad actors such as Iran and this 
situation where I am talking about 
here with China. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I oppose the 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Chair, I 
yield back the balance of my time, as 
well. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. LUETKE-
MEYER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-

stands that amendment No. 69 will not 
be offered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 70 OFFERED BY MR. MEUSER 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 70 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce the final rule of the 
Small Business Administration entitled ‘‘Af-
filiation and Lending Criteria for the SBA 
Business Loan Programs’’, issued on April 10, 
2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 21890). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MEUSER) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chair, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. I rise 
today in support of my amendment No. 
70 to H.R. 4664. 

In May of this year, the Small Busi-
ness Administration implemented a 
final rule on affiliation and lending cri-
teria that eliminated longstanding 
guardrails and prudent lending stand-
ards for its flagship 7(a) loan program. 

Chief among these changes is the 
SBA’s decision to eliminate the pre-
scriptive lending criteria that has al-
lowed the program to function with in-
tegrity for decades. 

The 7(a) lending program offers gov-
ernment-backed loans to businesses 
that are guaranteed by the taxpayer up 
to 85 percent. By removing the prudent 
underwriting standards for all lenders 
in the program, the SBA has opened up 
the program to increased fraud and 
losses. These changes will add risk to 

the SBA’s loan portfolio. If enough of 
these loans go bad, Congress will have 
to step in and bail out the program to 
keep it operational, meaning the weak 
underwriting standards implemented 
by this rule could lead to a significant 
loss of taxpayer dollars. Mr. Chairman, 
such added risk is unacceptable when 
taxpayers are on the hook. 

This year our country experienced 
the largest bank failures we have seen 
since the 2008 financial crisis. The SBA 
should not be moving forward with 
their plan to reduce underwriting 
standards in the 7(a) lending program 
during these uncertain economic times. 

This important amendment would 
undo the troubling underwriting 
changes made by the Biden administra-
tion. This commonsense measure will 
restore guardrails on these loans and 
ensure the longevity of the 7(a) loan 
program. 

Mr. Chair, I thank Small Business 
Committee Chairman ROGER WILLIAMS 
along with Representatives Luetke-
meyer, Stauber, Ellzey, and Alford for 
their cosponsorship of this amendment. 
I urge my colleagues to support it. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MOLINARO). 
The gentleman from Wisconsin is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. 

For years, the Small Business Ad-
ministration has rightly been con-
cerned about small businesses from un-
derserved communities accessing SBA 
loans. Through the agency’s affiliation 
rule, the agency aims to combat per-
sistent gaps in accessing capital that 
affects these small businesses. 

By modernizing the lending criteria 
and conditions for SBA’s small busi-
ness loan programs and reducing red 
tape for SBA lenders, we will see im-
proved access to capital for under-
served businessowners, including 
women, minorities, veterans, and rural 
entrepreneurs. 

Unfortunately, this amendment pulls 
the rug out from underneath the SBA’s 
important effort to better support 
these businesses. 

I strongly oppose this amendment. I 
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment will strengthen the already 
meaningful piece of legislation we are 
considering today, which cuts wasteful 
spending and reduces burdensome, 
costly regulations on small businesses. 

Of particular importance, the under-
lying legislation prohibits the Biden 
administration from implementing the 
SEC’s climate disclosure rule, which 
prioritizes ideology over capital forma-
tion for investors. 

The legislation also rightfully brings 
the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau under the purview of the congres-
sional appropriations process. The 
CFPB has lacked transparency and ac-

countability for years while being 
funded directly by the Federal Reserve, 
and this bill will give Congress the au-
thority to provide appropriate over-
sight. 

Additionally, the bill will halt the 
CFPB’s implementation of its onerous 
1071 small business data collection 
rule, which places undue costs and 
compliance burdens on America’s small 
businesses and lenders. 

Mr. Chairman, H.R. 4664 is a win for 
taxpayers, consumers, and for the 
American financial system. My amend-
ment will help make it an even greater 
win for small businesses by protecting 
the soundness and integrity of a pro-
gram that offers access to affordable 
and reliable capital for entrepreneurs. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense amendment and the un-
derlying legislation, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
MEUSER). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 72 OFFERED BY MR. MOONEY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 72 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the CBDC Work-
ing Group led by the Department of the 
Treasury. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from West Virginia. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to push back against what could 
become one of the greatest government 
surveillance threats of our time, a cen-
tral bank digital currency, or CBDC. 

My amendment would simply pro-
hibit funding for the CBDC Working 
Group led by the Treasury Department. 
A CBDC, commonly referred to as a 
digital dollar, would be issued and eas-
ily tracked by the Federal Govern-
ment. 

Make no mistake, a Federal digital 
dollar can very easily be used to spy on 
American citizens and become a social 
credit system. In Communist China, 
the digital yuan is being used to spy on 
its citizens and crack down on dissent. 
Do not think for a second that the 
Biden administration would not use a 
digital dollar to track your gun pur-
chases. 

House Republicans have been clear 
that the Federal Reserve does not have 
the authority to issue a digital dollar 
without an act of Congress, and we re-
affirmed that in the Financial Services 
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Committee, on which I serve. However, 
right now the Federal Reserve is con-
tracting with the private sector to 
build potential digital dollars for the 
United States far beyond what could be 
considered traditional research. 

Early last year, President Biden 
issued an executive order directing 
government agencies to study creating 
a Federal digital currency, which led to 
the creation of this CBDC Working 
Group. This working group is vaguely 
tasked with supporting the Federal Re-
serve’s central bank digital currency 
efforts. 

To be clear, Congress has not given 
the executive branch or the Federal 
Reserve any direction when it comes to 
Federal digital currencies. I am grate-
ful that the underlying bill prohibits 
Federal funding for the establishment 
of a Federal digital currency, but Con-
gress cannot give an inch. Regardless 
of your thoughts on a potential digital 
dollar in the United States, I have se-
vere concerns that Congress should not 
surrender any authority on such a sig-
nificant issue. 

If this White House wants to research 
a government surveillance tool that 
the overwhelming majority of Ameri-
cans oppose, that direction should 
come from Congress. That is why my 
amendment prohibits funding for the 
CBDC Working Group, to prevent the 
executive branch from bypassing the 
will of Congress. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support the amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I claim the 
time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Wisconsin is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I rise in oppo-
sition to this amendment. It seems 
shortsighted to defund an effort to 
even look at an issue. The Central 
Bank Digital Currency Working Group 
is intended to complement the Fed’s ef-
forts by considering the implications of 
a U.S. CBDC. 

b 1700 
It would be a good idea to examine 

whether there are economic benefits, 
including lower transaction and bor-
rowing costs for U.S. households, busi-
nesses, and government. 

In addition, the U.S. uses sanctions 
and other financial measures to ad-
dress national security threats and 
deny criminals and other illicit actors 
access to the U.S. and international fi-
nancial system. 

Development of foreign CBDCs, in-
cluding multi-CBDC platforms, could 
diminish the use of our dollar and the 
effectiveness of our tools in this space. 
I think it is at least worth letting 
Treasury look at the issue. 

I oppose this amendment, urge a 
‘‘no’’ vote, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield 2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. LYNCH). 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

I do want to point out that 130 coun-
tries right now, 90 percent of the 
world’s central banks, are studying and 
doing research on digital currencies, 
and, in particular, government-backed 
digital currencies. 

This amendment would prevent the 
United States from researching an area 
that 130 countries are right now re-
searching. It would put us very far 
back at the end of the pack. 

Mr. Chairman, as the ranking mem-
ber of the Subcommittee on Digital As-
sets, Financial Technology and Inclu-
sion, I rise in strong opposition to H.R. 
4664, the Financial Services appropria-
tions bill and the misguided amend-
ment that would essentially prevent 
our government from exploring and re-
searching a government-issued central 
bank digital currency. 

This year witnessed the collapse of 
Silicon Valley Bank, Signature Bank, 
and other U.S. midsize banks holding a 
combined $500 billion in assets, an in-
stitutional banking crisis requiring de-
cisive action by the FDIC, Treasury, 
and the Federal Reserve to protect 
American investors and the U.S. econ-
omy. 

We are also in the immediate after-
math of a catastrophic demise of the 
crypto market following the abrupt im-
plosion of FTX, Celsius, BlockFi, and 
other crypto companies. 

Just this week, FTX founder Sam 
Bankman-Fried was convicted of seven 
counts of financial fraud and con-
spiracy after he stole up to $14 billion 
from FTX customers and investors. 

Yet, in this climate that demands 
regulatory oversight and thorough un-
derstanding of this market, this appro-
priations bill actually guts funding for 
critical agencies that serve to protect 
American investors, including the Se-
curities and Exchange Commission. 

Moreover, to the great detriment of 
U.S. global economic leadership, the 
amendment under consideration would 
prevent the Treasury from even exam-
ining a government-backed central 
bank digital currency. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chair, I yield an ad-
ditional 1 minute to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. LYNCH. As I said, Mr. Chairman, 
more than 130 countries and 90 percent 
of the world’s central banks are explor-
ing their own government-backed dig-
ital currencies. 

We should not be suppressing innova-
tive approaches without fully evalu-
ating its benefits and the risks to the 
American public. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to join me in opposing this bill and the 
amendment that would impede com-
monsense regulation and research and 
innovation. 

Mr. POCAN. Mr. Chairman, I oppose 
this amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-

tleman from West Virginia (Mr. MOON-
EY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 73 OFFERED BY MR. MOONEY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 73 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the rule entitled ‘‘Private Fund Advis-
ers; Documentation of Registered Invest-
ment Adviser Compliance Reviews’’ (88 Fed. 
Reg. 63206 (September 14, 2023)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from West Virginia (Mr. MOONEY) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from West Virginia. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
today to push back against one of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission’s 
or SEC’s many reckless and irrespon-
sible rules. My amendment simply pro-
hibits funding for the costly and unnec-
essary private fund adviser rule. I op-
pose this rule because the over-
whelming majority of private equity 
investments, which this rule would af-
fect, go to small businesses. This rule 
will have a detrimental impact on the 
many small businesses across America 
and in my home State of West Vir-
ginia. 

Private funds are essentially pools of 
money collected from multiple inves-
tors that the adviser then invests pri-
marily in small- and medium-sized 
businesses. This SEC rule will reduce 
the ability of private fund advisers to 
continue supporting small businesses 
in West Virginia and America by plac-
ing burdensome compliance costs on 
these funds such as new quarterly 
statements and annual audits. 

Furthermore, the SEC has been un-
able to articulate how this rule will in-
crease funding for small businesses. 
Private fund advisers who manage 
these funds are already well regulated 
and legally required to act in the best 
interest of the investors. Unlike the 
public stock market, it is wealthy indi-
viduals and sophisticated institutions 
like pension funds and university en-
dowments that invest in these private 
funds. This is nothing more than regu-
lating for the sake of regulating. 

When the SEC proposed this rule, my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle ex-
pressed concerns about the negative 
impacts this rule would have on small 
businesses. Just last year, Congress 
asked the SEC to conduct a full eco-
nomic analysis of this rule, which the 
commission failed to do. Many of my 
colleagues also wrote to the SEC ex-
pressing concerns about the negative 
effects and impact of this rule on the 
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access to funds for small companies. 
However, the SEC has not addressed 
these concerns and has not adequately 
responded to letters sent by many 
Members, including Chairman WOMACK. 

Given high interest rates and the new 
capital rules that will further restrict 
bank lending to companies, now is not 
the time to restrict the ability of pri-
vate funds to invest in West Virginia’s 
thousands of small businesses. Accord-
ing to the American Investment Coun-
cil, 85 percent of equity-backed compa-
nies are small businesses, and 89 per-
cent of public pensions invest in pri-
vate equity funds. 

This rule would only unnecessarily 
restrict the efficient operation of pri-
vate funds, and it will crowd out small-
er and emerging funds and increase the 
costs to investors. SEC Commissioner 
Hester Peirce put it best when she said 
that this rulemaking is ‘‘ahistorical, 
unjustified, unlawful, impractical, con-
fusing, and harmful.’’ 

Under Gary Gensler, instead of mak-
ing the public markets more attrac-
tive, the SEC has focused on making 
the private markets less attractive. My 
amendment will refocus the SEC on its 
core mission of protecting retail inves-
tors while promoting capital formation 
and efficient markets. The private fund 
adviser rule needlessly imposes a one- 
size-fits-all approach and restrictions 
on sophisticated institutional inves-
tors. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
amendment and support funding for 
the small businesses in their district. I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. It is 
an admirable thing, what the gen-
tleman from West Virginia is pro-
posing, protecting investors, making 
sure investment money is secure and 
well protected, but this is attacking 
the SEC’s private fund adviser rule, 
and that is something that protects in-
vestors. 

It has been designed with the intent 
to enhance regulatory oversight and 
transparency within the private fund 
industry. 

The private fund adviser rule in-
creases investor protection by sub-
jecting private fund advisers to reg-
istration and regulatory scrutiny by 
the SEC. 

When you hear the word ‘‘regula-
tion,’’ think protection. The rule pro-
motes market integrity and stability 
by minimizing the risk associated with 
private fund operations. 

Private funds can significantly im-
pact financial markets due to their size 
and the extent of their investments. 

The SEC’s private fund adviser rule 
aims to enhance investor protection. It 
improves market integrity, and it es-
tablishes a consistent regulatory 
framework for private fund advisers. 

This is exactly the kind of protection 
we need to instill confidence by inves-
tors in the market and keep capital 
flowing in this country. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. MOONEY. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of the gentleman’s amend-
ment. Despite what my colleague on 
the other side says, when I hear regula-
tion, I don’t necessarily hear protec-
tion. Sometimes I hear just more red 
tape and more bars to success. 

The private fund adviser rulemaking 
is a perfect example of the aggressive 
regulatory posture Chairman Gensler 
has taken that has threatened our mar-
kets and financial systems. 

Bureaucratic overreach has been a 
hallmark of this administration’s SEC. 
It is past time, Mr. Chairman, that 
these rules be stopped. 

The sweeping proposal for private 
fund advisers is a prime instance of the 
agency’s failure to conduct thorough 
economic analysis, missing the serious 
potential impact of underserved busi-
ness and emerging asset managers. 

This proposal could create additional 
hyper-regulatory hurdles for those who 
have overcome obstacles of their own 
to break into the market. 

Therefore, I support the gentleman’s 
amendment and yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. MOON-
EY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 74 OFFERED BY MR. MOORE OF 

UTAH 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 74 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Chair, I 
have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to develop, finalize, 
or implement the proposed regulation titled 
‘‘Revising Scope of the Mining Sector of 
Projects that are Eligible for Coverage 
Under Title 41 of the Fixing America’s Sur-
face Transportation Act’’ (88 Federal Reg-
ister 65350). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. MOORE) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Chairman, 
in 2015, the Federal Permitting Im-
provement Steering Council was cre-
ated specifically to improve ‘‘the 
transparency, predictability, and out-
comes of the Federal environmental re-

view and authorization process for cer-
tain large-scale critical infrastructure 
projects.’’ 

One of its core missions is to enhance 
coordination between Federal and 
State environmental reviews and pro-
vide more transparency. 

As my constituents in Utah and my 
colleagues here know, our permitting 
system has long been too complex. Ear-
lier this year, the House passed H.R. 1, 
the landmark bill aimed at lowering 
energy costs and improving our permit-
ting process. 

We also passed the Fiscal Responsi-
bility Act this year, which includes im-
portant wins to expedite permitting. It 
was broadly accepted, broadly sup-
ported. 

Members of Congress on both sides of 
the aisle understand the importance of 
permitting reform because we cannot 
reduce emissions, lower energy prices, 
or address vulnerabilities in our supply 
chain without it. 

Unfortunately, in September, the 
Federal Permitting Improvement 
Steering Council proposed a rule to 
limit the scope of mining projects eli-
gible for this expedited process. 

This proposed change is shortsighted 
and exacerbates the permitting delays 
that stifle the domestic mining indus-
try and our efforts to produce cheaper, 
cleaner energy. This will hurt criti-
cally important mining projects in my 
home State of Utah and across our en-
tire Nation. 

Congress established the steering 
council to address the delays that con-
tinue to be one of the most substantial 
risks to meeting mineral production 
goals. This proposed change will 
threaten U.S. national security and 
mineral production objectives. 

I urge the administration to reverse 
course, and I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I will just close with 
this: We have a shortage. We have to 
rely on foreign sources for some of our 
critical minerals. 

If this rule goes through, it will limit 
the scope of what we need. It will limit 
the scope of what we need for our De-
partment of Defense, for national secu-
rity, and for the environmental agen-
cies. 

We have to be able to look at what 
we can do better here in America so we 
can provide cleaner technology. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1715 

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 76 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 
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At the end of the bill (before the short 

title), insert the following: 
SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 

by this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘Conflicts of Interest Associated with the 
Use of Predictive Data Analytics by Broker- 
Dealers and Investment Advisers’’ (88 Fed. 
Reg. 53960 (August 9, 2023)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, what my 
amendment does is prohibits the use of 
funds to finalize, implement, or enforce 
a proposed rule titled: ‘‘Conflicts of In-
terest Associated With the Use of Pre-
dictive Data Analytics by Broker-Deal-
ers and Investment Advisers.’’ 

On July 26, 2023, the SEC proposed a 
new rule that requires broker-dealers 
and investment advisers to confront 
challenges posed by predictive data 
analytics and related technologies like 
artificial intelligence. They did this de-
spite no evidence that this technology 
harms investors. 

While technological innovation has 
significantly enhanced the financial in-
dustry’s capabilities in auditing, re-
porting, recordkeeping, trading, and 
surveillance, the SEC’s proposed rule, 
despite claiming to be technology-neu-
tral, appears to be fundamentally hos-
tile to these advancements. 

This rule creates a comprehensive 
regulatory regime governing any ana-
lytical or computational tool whereby 
information potentially relevant to in-
vestments is presented to the public. 

This misguided, paternalistic rule de-
clares it is a ‘‘conflict of interest’’ for 
a firm to communicate to customers 
any information generated using tech-
nology that so much as ‘‘takes into 
consideration’’ any interest of the 
firm. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise in opposition to this particular 
amendment. 

Again, it is about protecting inves-
tors. The SEC’s rule addressing con-
flicts of interest in the use of this so- 
called predictive data analytics by 
broker-dealers and investment advisers 
places a strong emphasis on protecting 
investor interests. This rule promotes 
unbiased decisionmaking by requiring 
firms to proactively manage and dis-
close conflicts associated with pre-
dictive data analytics. 

By addressing conflicts of interest, 
the SEC’s rule contributes to market 
integrity and fairness, and that is what 
we need for the constant flow of capital 
to where it needs to go in this country. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, just like 
my good friend from Arkansas said, 
any time I hear an arm of the Federal 
Government say it is going to protect 
the public, that means another fine, 
that means another tax, that means 
another regulatory commission con-
trolled by bureaucrats. 

This proposal is misguided and rests 
on the false premise that delivering in-
formation to customers should be pre-
sumed harmful simply because it is 
consistent with the firm’s interests. 

The new rules would also impose sig-
nificant operational challenges and ex-
pensive burdens on broker-dealers and 
investment advisers that use virtually 
any technology to any degree, without 
citing any compelling authority or evi-
dence of abuse or wrongdoing. 

It is abuse at its highest. It is vague 
at its highest. 

The scope of the new rule also pre-
sents challenges. As SEC Commissioner 
Hester Peirce observed, the proposed 
definition of covered technology could 
include technologies long used by 
broker-dealers and investment advis-
ers, such as spreadsheets, commonly 
used software, math formulas, and sta-
tistical tools. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
support my amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
the amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
the balance of my time to the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my friend from South Carolina 
for yielding. 

Look, I am just going to be really 
brief. What we don’t need is a disrup-
tion of innovation. That is what we 
don’t need. What we do need in the fi-
nancial industry are clear rules of the 
road, not confusing compliance stand-
ards within the analytics space. 

Mr. Chair, I am pleased to support 
the gentleman from South Carolina’s 
amendment. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 77 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 77 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Office of 
Management and Budget to consider the so-
cial cost of greenhouse gases in the develop-
ment and implementation of a budget for a 
Federal agency, in any Federal procurement 

processes, or when preparing an environ-
mental review pursuant to the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 
et seq.). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, what 
my amendment does is prohibit the use 
of funds by the OMB to consider the 
‘‘social cost of greenhouse gases.’’ Try 
to define ‘‘social costs.’’ It will just re-
sult in another fine by government bu-
reaucrats. It is used in the develop-
ment and implementation of budgets, 
Federal procurement processes, or en-
vironmental reviews. 

President Biden is directing agencies 
to consider the flawed social cost of 
greenhouse gases in the development 
and implementation of budgets, the 
Federal procurement process, and envi-
ronmental reviews. 

Democrats use the social cost of 
greenhouse gas metrics to justify 
sweeping climate policies, strict regu-
lations, and, I might add, strict fines. 

This impacts everything, from pur-
chasing goods or services to conducting 
environmental reviews for all kinds of 
projects and levying climate penalties 
against private businesses. This is 
against every private business that is 
under a lot of stress right now in this 
country. This is all this bureaucratic 
process does. 

The social cost of greenhouse gases is 
an extremely inefficient policymaking 
tool that can easily be manipulated. By 
boosting the climate cost of projects, 
regulators could use the social cost of 
carbon to derail everything from en-
ergy to infrastructure projects, not to 
mention the cost of complying. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment. 

The inclusion of the social cost of 
greenhouse gases in regulatory anal-
yses ensures that the full spectrum of 
costs associated with greenhouse gas 
emissions is considered. 

This is about full, open, and honest 
accounting. It includes not only eco-
nomic costs but also health, environ-
mental, and societal costs, providing a 
more accurate and comprehensive as-
sessment. 

The social costs of greenhouse gases 
account for the health-related impacts 
of climate change, such as heat-related 
illnesses, air pollution, and the spread 
of diseases from mosquitos, ticks, and 
fleas. 

Inclusion in regulatory analysis leads 
to decisions that prioritize the protec-
tion of public health, reducing the bur-
den on healthcare systems. This leads 
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to a more comprehensive cost evalua-
tion, encourages emissions reduction, 
preserves the environment, and pro-
motes sustainable economic growth. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no’’ on this amendment, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, again, 
this is just another attempt by this 
radical administration to put up an-
other commission to fleece the Amer-
ican taxpayers who are struggling as it 
is. 

On January 21, 2021, President Biden 
signed the radical climate Executive 
Order No. 13990, which established an 
Interagency Working Group on the So-
cial Cost of Greenhouse Gases and di-
rected the working group to publish in-
terim estimates of the social cost of 
carbon, nitrous oxide, and methane. 

President Biden is now directing 
agencies to consider the SC-GHG in the 
development and implementation of 
their budgets, Federal procurement 
processes, and environmental reviews. 

Social cost of greenhouse gases 
metrics are inefficient policymaking 
tools used to justify sweeping, radical 
climate policies and strict regulations 
that are interpreted by lifelong bureau-
crats. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to adopt my amendment, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, 12 
States, including South Carolina, filed 
a lawsuit against the Biden adminis-
tration, claiming his calculations and 
use of the social cost of greenhouse 
gases are arbitrary and capricious and 
would harm their local economies. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge the passage of 
my amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 78 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 78 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, final-
ize, or enforce the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘Substantial Implementation, Duplication, 
and Resubmission of Shareholder Proposals 
Under Exchange Act Rule 14a–8’’ (87 Fed. 
Reg. 45052 (July 27, 2022)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, what 
my amendment does is prohibits fund-
ing for the SEC’s proposed rule titled: 
‘‘Substantial Implementation, Duplica-
tion, and Resubmission of Shareholder 
Proposals Under Exchange Act Rule 
14a-8.’’ 

Since its origins in the 1940s, the 
shareholder proposal process has 
evolved from a modest effort to give 
shareholders an additional tool for in-
fluencing corporate governance to a 
complex and overpoliticized process. 

Under the current SEC rules, even 
small shareholders who meet the $2,000 
ownership requirement for at least 3 
years can submit proposals on public 
company ballots. This process is over-
whelmingly exploited by activists driv-
en by social or political agendas and 
leads to hundreds of resolutions being 
filed related to environmental, social, 
and political issues rather than focus-
ing on a company’s growth and com-
petitiveness. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise in opposition to this particular 
amendment, which would block a rule 
that promotes meaningful shareholder 
engagement by requiring a higher level 
of shareholder support for resubmitted 
proposals. 

This rule helps streamline the share-
holder proposal process by discour-
aging the repetitive submission of pro-
posals that have failed to gain substan-
tial support in the past. By requiring 
shareholders to demonstrate substan-
tial support for their proposals, the 
rule encourages responsible activism 
and discourages the use of the share-
holder proposal process for purely sym-
bolic or nuisance proposals. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no’’ on this amendment, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, any 
time I hear the Federal government 
say they are going to streamline any-
thing, it kind of raises my eyebrows. 

In fact, based on the SEC’s own data, 
a single shareholder proposal can im-
pose costs of more than $100,000, with 
many firms reporting significantly 
higher costs, which are ultimately 
borne by that company’s shareholders. 

Congress never granted the SEC au-
thority to make it mandatory for com-
panies to include shareholder proposals 
in corporate proxy statements, espe-
cially after companies already rejected 
substantially similar politically 
charged proposals. 

Not only does this rule overstep the 
authority given to the SEC, but it also 
raises numerous constitutional con-
cerns and is a clear violation of the 
First Amendment’s prohibition on gov-
ernment-compelled speech. 

Political performance does not be-
long in the boardroom. Instead, compa-

nies should focus on maximizing share-
holder value. 

Again, all this does is add another 
bureaucratic nightmare to the tax-
payers that are already struggling. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, I urge 
adoption of this amendment, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 79 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 79 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement, final-
ize, or enforce the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘Enhanced Disclosures by Certain Invest-
ment Advisers and Investment Companies 
About Environmental, Social, and Govern-
ance Investment Practices’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 
36654 (June 17, 2022)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

b 1730 
Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, this is just 

another long list that you have wit-
nessed today and really all through 
this administration of bureaucratic 
overreach and fines to administer on 
the taxpayer. 

What my amendment does is prohibit 
use of funds to implement, finalize, or 
enforce a proposed rule titled: ‘‘En-
hanced Disclosures by Certain Invest-
ment Advisers and Investment Compa-
nies About Environmental, Social, and 
Government Investment Practices.’’ 

On May 25, 2022, the SEC proposed 
rules that mandate additional disclo-
sures for funds incorporating or con-
templating ESG factors in their invest-
ment strategies. 

If adopted, the rule would reflect a 
significant shift in the SEC’s current 
disclosures regime for private fund 
sponsors by focusing disclosure on a 
particular targeted aspect of the in-
vestment process. 

The primary purpose of this rule is to 
address the risk of greenwashing and 
furnish investors with more com-
prehensive information regarding ESG 
strategies. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to this 
amendment. 
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The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment, as 
well. 

Contrary to the misrepresentations 
made by environmental, social, and 
governance opponents, the SEC’s dis-
closure rule on ESG investments takes 
no position on the merits of these ap-
proaches. 

The rule does not define ESG or stip-
ulate any particular approach to it. In-
stead, this is a rule that requires, for 
those who make such investments, the 
disclosure of information about how 
ESG is defined and implemented in ap-
plicable investment portfolios. 

The rule will offer increased trans-
parency for investors and protect them 
from exaggerated or unfounded claims 
related to ESG investments being 
made. 

Now, if it passes, my friend from 
South Carolina’s amendment would 
leave investors in the dark and leave 
them vulnerable to getting misled or 
bamboozled about ESG claims. 

I strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I take issue 
with my good friend on the opposite 
aisle. In fact, I would note the Supreme 
Court’s recent decision in West Vir-
ginia v. EPA raises concerns about the 
Commission’s ability to implement 
both this proposal and the broader Cli-
mate Disclosure Rule under the major 
questions doctrine. 

This is overexcessive. It is exces-
sively broad, intricate, overly prescrip-
tive, and vague. Again, this is just an-
other bureaucratic commission set up 
to fleece the taxpayers and fleece the 
people that made this country. 

Mr. Chair, I urge the adoption of my 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, for 
the reasons previously stated, this 
amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 80 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF 

IOWA 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 80 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I have 
amendment No. 80 at the desk, the cy-
bersecurity incident disclosure rule. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the final rule of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission titled ‘‘Cybersecurity 

Risk Management, Strategy, Governance, 
and Incident Disclosure’’ (88 Fed. Reg. 51896; 
published August 4, 2023). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. NUNN) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today to offer an amendment, which I 
am proud to co-lead with my colleague 
from New York, Mr. GARBARINO. 

This amendment prohibits funding to 
implement the Cybersecurity Risk 
Management, Strategy, Governance, 
and Incident Disclosure rule. 

Now, as someone who has served for 
more than two decades in cybersecu-
rity both in the U.S. military, as well 
as the chief of counterintelligence at 
ODNI for cyber, the National Cyber 
Counterintelligence Officer, as well as 
service in the Obama administration’s 
White House as part of the National 
Security Council, combating 
cyberattacks from foreign adversaries 
are important to both my colleagues 
on the left and to us here on the right. 

Irrespective of the SEC’s intent to 
standardize these requirements, these 
new and expansive disclosure require-
ments have the opposite effect on our 
cybersecurity and safeguards here at 
home. Instead of working to achieve a 
regulatory harmonization across the 
Federal Government, this rulemaking 
creates duplicative, burdensome regu-
lations and causes even more confusion 
in our public and private sectors. 

Worse yet, the SEC’s cybersecurity 
disclosure rule compromises the con-
fidentiality of each company’s cyberse-
curity program, opening them up to po-
tentially further attacks that can 
harm instead of protect both the com-
panies and the investors that they are 
charged with protecting. 

This rule mandates disclosure of any 
material cybersecurity incident within 
4 business days. The disclosure requires 
companies to disclose when it is the 
victim of a cyberattack, as well as the 
nature, the timing, the scope of an in-
cident, and its material impact, often-
times before law enforcement has even 
had the opportunity to fully evaluate 
this. 

Disclosure of this type of information 
to the public before it is remediated 
would achieve the same effect as dis-
closing these vulnerabilities before 
there is even a patch, leading other bad 
actors to exploit the same vulnerabili-
ties potentially for themselves, in ef-
fect providing a best practices to the 
worst actors. 

It is clear that we must work to-
gether to be able to increase resiliency 
in cybersecurity across the board, but 
the SEC’s rule falls short and fails to 
strike the right balance between the 
regulatory burden and improving secu-
rity outcomes. 

Therefore, Mr. Chair, I am offering 
this amendment to ensure that we do 
not inadvertently jeopardize compa-
nies’ confidentiality reporting strate-

gies and publicly divulge bad informa-
tion to bad actors to further threaten 
the United States. 

Mr. Chair, I would urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment, 
and I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. It is 
an amendment that would block the 
SEC’s rule to require companies to dis-
close material cybersecurity incidents 
to their investors. 

As SEC Chair Gary Gensler puts it: 
Whether a company loses a factory in a 
fire—or millions of files in a cybersecu-
rity incident—it may be material to in-
vestors. 

Mr. Chair, many public companies al-
ready provide their investors with cy-
bersecurity incident disclosures. These 
rules merely make such disclosures 
more consistent and comparable in a 
way that can be useful for those mak-
ing investment decisions. 

Why in the world would you want to 
invest in a company that hides its cy-
bersecurity incidents? 

Efforts like this amendment would 
undermine transparency and provide 
investors with less useful information 
regarding material cybersecurity 
events. 

I strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I re-
spectfully disagree with both the 
premise and the impact my colleague 
has represented here. 

We have multiple lines of effort when 
it comes to protecting cybersecurity, 
particularly for Americans in our small 
and medium businesses in this area. 

First and foremost, the Department 
of Homeland Security has primacy on 
this issue. When there is a violation, 
the Department of Justice must be in-
formed. When we have CISA who lays 
out the requirements for reporting 
standards and then we have unelected 
individuals at the SEC who weigh on 
top of this with new regulations that 
are actually in conflict, we find our-
selves not only confusing the issue but 
exposing some of our most sensitive in-
formation to our adversaries. 

We have seen time and time again 
the threat imposed by foreign actors 
who look at what we are doing and dis-
closing as a way to attack us. They are 
using it not only as a model but as a 
playbook to go after us. 

Let’s secure our cybersecurity and 
ensure that our investors and our cyber 
hygiene are protected before we ram-
pantly put out in the public space in-
formation which could truly harm na-
tional security. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 
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Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I urge 

my colleagues to support a strong cy-
bersecurity hygiene in this space, hold 
the SEC accountable, and support this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 81 OFFERED BY MR. NUNN OF 

IOWA 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 81 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used by the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to approve the 
proposed rule of the Public Company Ac-
counting Oversight Board titled ‘‘Proposing 
Release: Amendments to PCAOB Auditing 
Standards related to a Company’s Non-
compliance with Laws and Regulations; And 
Other Related Amendments’’ (published June 
6, 2023). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. NUNN) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Iowa. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today, like many of my colleagues, to 
offer an amendment to push back on 
yet another ill-informed and arguably 
reckless proposal. 

This amendment, which I am proud 
to co-lead with the chairwoman of the 
Subcommittee on Capital Markets, 
Mrs. WAGNER, is a straightforward 
amendment to protect businesses in 
States like mine in Iowa and many 
communities across America and to 
mitigate harm to investors at every 
level. 

This amendment would prohibit 
unelected bureaucrats at the SEC from 
using funds in this legislation to re-
quire a small business to be forced to 
consider unrelated external factors as 
they review financial statements. 

Like my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle, I agree that preventing fraud 
and maintaining financial reporting in-
tegrity is essential to U.S. capital mar-
kets. However, this proposal is unnec-
essary and extremely burdensome. If 
passed, it would divert valuable re-
sources away from a business’ principle 
responsibility to rigorously evaluate fi-
nancial statements and make every 
auditor into some kind of pseudo attor-
ney, a situation no small business can 
afford. 

Small businesses are already the sub-
ject of highly complex and often tech-
nical laws and regulations that both 
Federal, State, and even local authori-
ties impose upon them. The vague and 
complex language included in this pro-

posal creates ambiguity that would 
only lead to adverse outcomes for U.S. 
businesses, including increased legal 
and compliance costs for all that ulti-
mately are passed on to everyday 
Americans. 

In fact, estimates report that this 
proposal could triple the annual costs 
for public companies to the tune of 
more than $55 billion per year. 

Mr. Chair, I came to Congress, like so 
many in this room, to be able to serve 
my constituents and to roll back the 
type of bureaucracy and bureaucratic 
requirements that are crushing every-
day Main Street businesses in my 
hometown and towns like it across 
Iowa by an imposed, non-elected person 
somewhere in Washington who sits be-
hind a desk and writes these regula-
tions with no consideration of the im-
pact to hometown America. We do our-
selves a disservice. 

With this amendment, I believe it is 
a step forward to fulfilling so many of 
our commitments that we share on 
both the left and the right, and I urge 
my colleagues to support this amend-
ment. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. It is 
an amendment that would block the 
Public Company Accounting Oversight 
Board’s proposal to strengthen stand-
ards for public company auditors to 
more proactively identify, evaluate, 
and communicate a company’s non-
compliance with laws and rules. 

Why in the world wouldn’t we want 
to warn investors about scofflaw com-
panies? 

The PCAOB’s proposal will increase 
auditor vigilance against fraud and 
general noncompliance with laws and 
regulations. Steps like these would en-
courage companies to take more time-
ly action to remediate issues and re-
duce harm to investors. 

This amendment would represent a 
significant setback to PCAOB’s com-
monsense efforts to combat fraud. 
Let’s protect investors. I strongly op-
pose this amendment, and I urge a 
‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. NUNN of Iowa. Mr. Chair, like 
the roughly 80 percent of businesses 
that commented on this proposal, I 
would have to respectfully disagree 
with my Democratic colleague. 

We have a folklore hero in the heart-
land called Will Rogers. He says: You 
should write your Member of Congress 
frequently, because even if they don’t 
read it, they will at least know there is 
a problem out there. 

We have heard back overwhelmingly 
from individuals who are operators in 
this space. The feedback highlights the 

imperative in evaluating the effective-
ness of any rule and striking the right 
balance between not only fraud preven-
tion and audit quality but by pre-
serving the essential financial report-
ing duties, something that they have 
been doing ardently for years. 

The PCAOB has failed to engage in a 
productive dialogue with so many not 
only in my district but across the 
country on this critical matter to take 
into account the detrimental impact 
that it is going to have to small busi-
nesses across America. 

While I respect my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, I would urge 
them to consider all the good work 
that is already being done in this area 
and ask that the PCAOB do its job and 
start listening to Americans and imple-
menting exercises that will assist, not 
regulations that will terminate. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. NUNN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

b 1745 

AMENDMENT NO. 82 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 82 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to enforce any 
COVID–19 mask mandates. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment prohibits the funds appro-
priated by this act from being used to 
enforce any COVID–19 mask mandates. 

I was fortunate enough to introduce 
this amendment during both the En-
ergy and Water as well as the Interior 
appropriations, and I am happy to do it 
again today. 

That being said, we are in the post- 
COVID world. People are educated on 
masks and whether or not they want to 
use them. Instead of imposing this type 
of mandate on individuals, let’s trust 
their judgment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER), my colleague 
and friend. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of Mr. 
OGLE’s amendment, which will prohibit 
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the funds from being used to institute 
mask mandates. 

Mr. Chairman, when President Biden 
admitted that there is no Federal solu-
tion to COVID–19, he admitted that the 
mask and vaccine mandates were never 
about public health, they were about 
control. 

Placing mask mandates on the Amer-
ican people and dictating that they 
must comply, or else, runs contrary to 
our commitment to America. Let’s not 
forget that throughout the entire pan-
demic Democrats ignored their own 
masking rules while forcing children to 
wear them at school, and even outside 
on extremely hot days. 

Liberal elites were spotted without 
their masks at hair salons, fancy res-
taurants, and more. Those same hypo-
critical leaders shamed others who did 
not comply with the mask mandates 
that they ignored. 

The American people see right 
through Democrats’ masking political 
theater and will never forget how they 
played politics with our children by 
shuttering their schools and masking 
their faces, even as doctors were noting 
the harm those mandates were causing 
our children. 

As a pharmacist, I trust patients to 
work with medical professionals and 
their families to make healthcare deci-
sions that work best for them. 

A decision to receive a vaccine or 
wear a mask is a personal one and 
should only be done in consultation 
with a trusted healthcare professional. 

That is why we need policies that 
empower workers to work, allows chil-
dren and families to thrive, and en-
courages patients to foster relation-
ships with their healthcare providers. 
One-size-fits-all mandates are nothing 
short of government overreach in its 
most tyrannical form. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank Representa-
tive OGLES for working on this amend-
ment. I encourage my colleagues to 
support this amendment and oppose 
President Biden’s unconstitutional 
mask mandates. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
acknowledge that there is probably no 
Member of this House happier than I 
am not to have to wear a mask this 
afternoon. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in opposition to 
this amendment. It is a useless amend-
ment. The COVID public health emer-
gency has ended. This is water over the 
dam. We should stop wasting the 
House’s time on useless amendments. 

Mr. Chairman, I oppose the amend-
ment, and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I would 
point out with mask mandates, that in-
cludes any mask that can be utilized or 
worn. As to N–95 masks, the gold stand-
ard of masking, it was pointed out in 
The New York Times opinion piece by 

epidemiologist, Tom Jefferson, that 
masks did not show as an effective 
means to blocking the virus. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask adoption of this 
amendment. I ask my colleagues and 
my friends from the other side to sup-
port my amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
the amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 83 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 83 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the final rule of the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau entitled ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Lending Under the Equal Credit Oppor-
tunity Act (Regulation B)’’ and published on 
May 31, 2023 (88 Fed. Reg. 35150). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment prohibits funds to imple-
ment or enforce the Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau’s rule titled: 
‘‘Small Business Lending Under the 
Equal Credit Opportunity Act.’’ Mr. 
Chairman, that is a mouthful. 

Mr. Chairman, I would argue the 
CFPB is unconstitutional and should 
not exist. They should not be making 
this rule. The CFPB’s final rule imple-
menting section 1071 of the Dodd-Frank 
Act, requires lenders to report data on 
small business loan applications, in-
cluding applications from minority- 
owned, women-owned and LGBTQ- 
owned small businesses. This is infor-
mation that is private to them and 
should have no bearing on credit-
worthiness, but rather is an intrusion 
into their privacy. 

There is no reason why the govern-
ment should be requiring the collection 
and disclosure of this information. 
There is no reason why money should 
be allocated to enforce this rule. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
rise in opposition to this amendment 
which would hinder efforts to promote 
transparency and accountability in 

small business lending and create hur-
dles for lenders and community organi-
zations working to help women-owned 
businesses and minority-owned busi-
nesses access capital. 

The CFPB’s rulemaking would pro-
vide small business owners, lenders, 
and the public with critical informa-
tion about the $1.7 trillion small busi-
ness financing market. 

This amendment would harm all 
those who stand to benefit from this 
expanded transparency and account-
ability. 

Small businesses are the engines of 
our American economy. Congress 
should not take action such as this 
amendment to hurt their ability to 
prosper. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I respect 
and appreciate my colleague’s com-
ments. I would point out that the 
CFPB, which I would argue, is an un-
constitutional bogeyman for so many 
small American businesses. They want 
to force lenders to report data from 
women-owned businesses. 

In the committee hearing, I asked 
Mr. Chopra: What is a woman? He 
couldn’t answer the question. He chose 
not to answer the question. 

I would argue, how is this informa-
tion and data even reliable when they 
can’t define what a woman is. 

Mr. Chairman, this is one of those 
situations that in the name of trans-
parency the government is collecting 
more information, information that 
they don’t need in order to warrant or 
grant creditworthiness. 

There is a point at which you stop 
collecting data. There is a point at 
which you have an obligation to pro-
tect the consumer, especially when you 
look at all the data breaches that our 
government and banks have had over 
and over again. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge adoption, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
oppose the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
my colleague for his comments, and I 
respect his opinion. 

Mr. Chair, I would urge adoption, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 84 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 84 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, or enforce the proposed rule titled 
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‘‘Upholding Civil Service Protections and 
Merit System Principles’’ (88 Fed. Reg. 63862 
(September 18, 2023)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, our Re-
public depends on our bureaucracies 
faithfully implementing the laws and 
policies set forth by our elected offi-
cials. 

A misguided rule proposed by the Of-
fice of Personnel Management could 
threaten a President’s ability to ensure 
that the executive branch is appro-
priately staffed to carry out his or her 
policies. 

During the Trump administration, 
some career Federal employees were ei-
ther unwilling to appropriately carry 
out President Trump’s agenda or, 
maybe more often, found themselves 
ill-equipped to make, implement, or 
communicate policies with which they 
disagreed. 

All Presidents, Republican or Demo-
crat, have this problem to some degree. 
They have a right to staff their offices. 

President Biden now, outrageously, 
finds himself facing resistance by State 
Department employees who disagree 
with his opposition to Hamas. 

Mr. Chairman, I would urge that we 
allow this amendment to pass. It em-
powers a President, regardless of pol-
icy, regardless of party, to do their job 
to staff their offices. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to the amendment. 

A nonpartisan civil service ensures 
Federal agencies carry out their mis-
sions with professionalism, safeguards 
the rule of law over partisanship, and 
ensures continuity between Presi-
dential administrations. 

This didn’t use to be a dispute in 
Washington, D.C. There was a clear, 
longstanding bipartisan consensus be-
hind these principles until the previous 
administration attempted to under-
mine statutory merit-based protections 
for Federal civil servants. 

Their effort would have moved tens 
of thousands of career Federal employ-
ees to a new job classification that 
would remove their employment pro-
tections. 

This amendment seeks to block the 
Office of Personnel Management’s ef-
forts to uphold these vital protections 
and works to undermine the integrity 
of a merit-based, nonpartisan civil 
service. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
my colleague for his comments. 

We have civil service protections to 
protect career Federal employees from 
being fired or demoted just because the 
President or their supervisor disagrees 
with them politically. We must allow 
an administration the flexibility to de-
cide that certain people are a bad fit 
for certain key roles and to let them 
transfer people so that the role can be 
filled with someone better suited for it. 
That is all we are asking. That is all 
this does. 

To accomplish this, the Trump ad-
ministration created schedule F, which 
identified positions that had a ‘‘con-
fidential, policy-determining, policy-
making, or policy-advocating char-
acter,’’ and provided that the adminis-
tration could change who served in 
those specific roles to make sure that 
they were willing and able to advance 
the agenda the President chose to pur-
sue. 

This would apply to Biden. This 
would apply to Trump. This would have 
applied to Obama—regardless of party. 

My amendment simply defunds a 
Biden rule that blocks Presidents from 
using a similar policy in the future. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield 3 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. CON-
NOLLY). 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment, which would block the Biden ad-
ministration’s proposed rule titled: 
‘‘Upholding Civil Service Protections 
and Merit System Principles,’’ which 
would help prevent any future adminis-
tration from reinstating the so-called 
schedule F. 

The gentleman who is the author of 
this amendment says all we are asking 
for is flexibility. Balderdash. We al-
ready know that the Trump putative 
Presidency in exile have plans for mov-
ing 50,000 Federal employees initially 
into this new schedule F not author-
ized by Congress. 

That is not flexibility. That is gut-
ting civil service protection that has 
been in place since the 1880s. Congress 
created by statute a politics-free pro-
fessional cadre of Federal employment 
to protect Federal employees and the 
public from the previous corrupt spoil 
system and political interference of 
President after President, irrespective 
of party. 

Going back to that system is an 
enormous step backward and a huge 
disservice to Federal employees and to 
the public they serve and we serve. 

b 1800 

If we are going to do this, then Con-
gress has to be consulted. No President 
should have the unilateral authority to 
create a new profound schedule for the 
civil service. If it was created by stat-
ute, then a change to it this profound 
must also be heard by Congress and 
acted on by statute. 

Schedule F would be a destructive in-
strument at the whim of any Presi-

dent. The gentleman says: Well, Obama 
could have had it if this were in place. 

So could Trump and so could Biden. 
That is the problem. No President 
should have this kind of breathtaking 
power. I think the time is ripe for Con-
gress to stand up for its own preroga-
tives and protect the original legisla-
tion creating a nonpartisan political 
service and protect the Federal em-
ployees who serve our public. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I would 
argue that it is time that Congress em-
powers any President to be able to staff 
their office, and if they have a member 
of their administration who is under-
mining their policies that they are able 
to—and it is not that we are saying to 
fire these individuals. It is a matter of 
putting them in another role where 
they are better suited so the President 
can carry forward on their policies. 

It is my understanding that we have 
people within Biden’s own administra-
tion who don’t agree with him on pol-
icy. That is not their call. That is the 
President’s call. That is the call of 
Congress. So this is empowering the 
President, the administrative office, to 
be able to run more like a business. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask adoption of this 
amendment. I think it is good, sound 
policy, and it puts a check and balance 
in place on career politicians who are 
more focused on their agenda than 
serving Congress or serving the Presi-
dent. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee will be 
postponed. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands that amendment No. 85 will not 
be offered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 86 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 86 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to finalize, imple-
ment, administer, or enforce the proposed 
rule titled ‘‘Registry of Nonbank Covered 
Persons Subject to Certain Agency and 
Court Orders’’ published by the Bureau of 
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Consumer Financial Protection in the Fed-
eral Register on January 30, 2023 (88 FR 6088). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment prohibits funds to finalize, 
implement, administer, or enforce the 
CFPB’s rule entitled ‘‘Registry of 
Nonbank Covered Persons Subject to 
Certain Agency and Court Orders.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, there is a recurring 
theme here. That is because the CFPB 
is unconstitutional and their funding is 
unconstitutional. I would hope and ex-
pect the Supreme Court to rule in that 
way so that Congress can rule and ad-
minister funds appropriately. 

That being said, we have an obliga-
tion to rein in their out-of-control reg-
ulation. 

The CFPB’s proposed rule seeks to 
publicly identify so-called repeat finan-
cial law offenders by establishing a 
database of enforcement actions taken 
against certain nonbank covered enti-
ties. 

Specifically, the proposed rule would 
require certain nonbank entities to 
register with the bureau and to provide 
regular updates on such covered orders. 

The proposed rule also includes ob-
taining enforcement actions against 
organizations that have already settled 
with State or local authorities. 

Mr. Chairman, this is empowering an 
agency that has already gone too far. 
It has gone beyond its mandate, it is 
unconstitutional, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
Congress gave the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau, the CFPB, the job 
of ensuring that consumer protection 
laws are enforced consistently and that 
companies do not engage in unfair, de-
ceptive, or abusive practices. 

The statute is clear that this author-
ity extends to oversight of nonbank 
companies that offer financial services 
or products. 

Consistent with its mission of pro-
tecting consumers from abusive prac-
tices, the CFPB’s nonbank registry will 
provide increased transparency over 
this sector and deter bad behavior. 
This amendment would stymie the 
CFPB’s important effort on behalf of 
consumers and block the agency from 
preventing abusive practices by 
nonbanks that offer Financial Services 
or products. 

Congress has to focus its attention on 
strengthening consumer protections 
for working people and investors, pre-
venting companies from charging junk 
fees, and supporting enforcement to 
crack down on unscrupulous behavior. 
These are things we should be doing. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, the CFPB 
is essentially orchestrating a name- 
and-shame scheme with this registry, 
and it is openly weaponizing the power 
of the Federal Government to target 
market participants. 

It could be weaponized, and it could 
be leveraged. So if they don’t like how 
you operate, Mr. Chairman, if you are 
not woke enough, or if you are not 
green enough, then they can put on a 
registry. 

To be clear, the CFPB does not have 
the authority to promulgate a robust 
set of registration requirements, nor 
does it have the authority to establish 
a database for a particular category of 
information. Such a registry will result 
in cost compliances and measures for 
covered nonbank entities, many of 
which are small businesses. 

We are hearing this from the banking 
sector and from the adjacent sectors as 
well that the cost of compliance, be-
cause of the CFPB and because of the 
rulemaking, is off the charts. Ulti-
mately, the consumer pays that cost. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
oppose the amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Again, Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my colleague. Obviously, I ask 
that this amendment be adopted and 
ultimately that the CFPB be disman-
tled. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 87 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 87 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. No funds made available by this 
Act may be used to finalize the proposed rule 
entitled ‘‘Miscellaneous and General Re-
quirements’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 78014 (December 
21, 2022)). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Tennessee. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment prohibits funds to finalize 
the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority’s proposed rule which would 
restrict Federal employees’ ability to 
opt out of membership in a labor 
union. 

I am not against the union, per se, 
but the right for someone to opt out. 
They should have that right. 

In its Janus decision, the Supreme 
Court affirmed that government em-
ployees have a First Amendment right 
to retain their jobs while choosing to 
abstain from funding or participating 
in a public-sector union. 

However, the Federal Labor Rela-
tions Authority has proposed a rule to 
violate the intention of that ruling. 

First, it restricts Federal employees 
to a limited window each calendar year 
to opt out of having union dues de-
ducted from their paychecks. Then, 
preposterously, it requires agencies to 
assume that employees who have al-
ready opted out of paying dues want to 
resume paying dues in the future, 
which requires the employee to then 
opt out again. 

This is not the intent of the Supreme 
Court decision. The employees should 
be empowered and not basically 
hemmed in by a regulatory rule. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. I claim the time 
in opposition, Mr. Chairman. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, 
the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority’s proposed changes to rules 
around how and when Federal employ-
ees can cancel payments of their union 
dues merely restores a longstanding 
policy about dues payments that had 
been in place since 1981. 

The policy merely establishes that 
employees may opt out of their union 
dues payments during a certain time 
period each year. 

Under this longstanding procedure, 
Federal employees who choose to join 
their agency’s union are made aware of 
the annual dues revocation period. 
Every year some members choose to re-
voke their membership and cease pay-
ing dues, a fair process that has worked 
well for decades. 

This amendment would block these 
decades-old rules and introduce less 
stability, less financial security, and 
less predictability for Federal em-
ployee unions. 

Mr. Chairman, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, again, I 
want to point out in its Janus decision, 
the Supreme Court affirmed that em-
ployees have a First Amendment right 
to opt out. The decision didn’t say that 
the employee has a First Amendment 
right 1 month out of the year. It said 
that they have the right. 

This rule is unreasonable in that it 
requires an employee, if they need or 
decide they want to opt out, to wait 11 
months. That is not what the decision 
says. 

Mr. Chairman, you have a First 
Amendment right to say no. 

Furthermore, once you have opted 
out, why, then can the union then ig-
nore your First Amendment right and 
opt you back in the following year? 

That is not the intent of this deci-
sion, and it is not our obligation to en-
sure the stability of a union. Moreover, 
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this decision was to protect the rights 
of workers. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. OGLES. Mr. Chairman, I urge 
adoption, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. OGLES). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Tennessee will be 
postponed. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Chair under-
stands amendment No. 88 will not be 
offered. 
AMENDMENT NO. 89 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 89 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to enforce the ‘‘Fed-
eral Supplier Climate Risks and Resilience 
Proposed Rule’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 269, the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment No. 89 will prohibit any 
funds made available in this act from 
being used to enforce the Federal sup-
plier climate risks and resilience pro-
posed rule. 

This rule is part of the Biden admin-
istration’s plan for the Federal Govern-
ment to reach net-zero procurement. 

The rule seeks to impose impractical 
and overly burdensome climate report-
ing standards on large- and medium- 
sized government contractors of which 
small businesses make up 29 percent 
and 64 percent respectively. 

Climate and emissions standards 
should not be integrated into financial 
reporting, especially for the small busi-
nesses who lack the resources to meet 
these environmentalists’ extreme 
standards. 

These government contractors play a 
critical role in providing essential 
goods and services such as weapons 
systems to our military and the very 
uniforms that they wear. Wool from 
Montana is used in the design and the 
production of our Army uniforms. 

Currently, only 10 percent of me-
dium-sized contractors and 31 percent 

of large contractors disclose their GHG 
emissions. 

These reporting requirements rep-
resent a substantial burden, especially 
for contractors who lack the infra-
structure to collect emissions data. To 
comply with these overly burdensome 
regulations, these small businesses will 
be required to invest significant 
amounts of time, money, and man-
power to establish entirely new emis-
sions reporting regimes. Such an en-
deavor will be financially crippling for 
many of them. 

As Congress, we should ensure that 
the best companies for the job are the 
ones who get the contract, not just 
massive government contractors who 
can produce time-consuming reports. 
We should not be imposing these im-
practical emissions reporting standards 
on any businesses, particularly on the 
family ranches that produce our mili-
tary uniforms. 

This amendment is about ensuring 
that our government remains impartial 
and does not become a platform for 
large corporations to stifle competi-
tion. 

b 1815 

We must champion true and fair com-
petition within the government con-
tract space, promoting economic fair-
ness and a level playing field over an 
environmentalist agenda. 

Mr. Chair, I urge all of my colleagues 
to support this amendment, which 
aims to protect the interests of small 
businesses and uphold the principles of 
fairness, competitiveness, and financial 
responsibility. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

This amendment blocks an important 
rule requiring major Federal contrac-
tors to publicly disclose their green-
house gas emissions and climate-re-
lated financial risks and sets science- 
based emissions reduction targets. 

The Federal Government is the 
world’s single-largest buyer of goods 
and services, purchasing over $630 bil-
lion in the last fiscal year alone. Ac-
cordingly, the rule recognizes that the 
Federal Government also faces signifi-
cant financial risks from climate 
change. 

This amendment would have us bury 
our heads in the sand, ignore the Fed-
eral Government’s exposure to climate 
change impacts, and prevent us from 
working toward commonsense climate 
goals. For those reasons, I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, just so 
everybody understands, this proposed 
rule from the Biden administration re-

quires major contractors to annually 
disclose scope 1, 2, and 3 emissions and 
to establish science-based target re-
quirements. 

Let me tell you what scope 1 is: 
greenhouse gas emissions from sources 
that are owned or controlled by the re-
porting entity. If I am raising wool, am 
I supposed to follow around behind 
each and every sheep that runs through 
the pasture to check the flatulence 
that they are releasing from their 
derrieres? This is absolutely ridiculous, 
and this is the kind of thing that the 
other side of the aisle is requiring. 

I am not going to the south end of a 
northbound sheep to try to find out 
how much is being emitted. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I think 
that we have very quickly dem-
onstrated how ridiculous this standard 
is, and I hope that all of my colleagues 
support this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 90 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 90 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act may be used for the pur-
chase or construction of any new Federal 
building in Washington, D.C. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, my 
amendment No. 90 would prohibit any 
funds made available by this act from 
being used for the purchase or con-
struction of any new Federal building 
in Washington, D.C. 

Our Nation is over $33 trillion in 
debt, with an expected annual deficit 
this year of nearly $2 trillion. We need 
to find innovative ways to reduce this 
spending. 

The Federal Government spends ap-
proximately $25 billion annually to op-
erate, maintain, or lease over 278,000 
buildings. Some Realtors out there are 
getting very wealthy managing these 
properties. 

A recent GAO report found that, in 
early 2023, well past COVID at-home 
working, two-thirds of Federal agen-
cies used a mere 25 percent or less of 
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their space at headquarters. You can-
not keep vacancy rates like that on 
any commercial enterprise and stay in 
business. 

The same report also found that, on 
the higher range, agencies used an esti-
mated 39 to 49 percent of the capacity 
of their headquarters. 

The Federal Government wastes bil-
lions of taxpayer dollars to own and 
maintain buildings and barely uses 
them. This is unacceptable, and quite 
frankly, it is an insult to the taxpayers 
of Montana. Moreover, having all of 
our Federal agencies in Washington, 
D.C., makes them less accountable to 
the American people. 

One of President Trump’s accom-
plishments was moving the Bureau of 
Land Management headquarters to Col-
orado. Agencies should be close to the 
constituents where their actions have 
the biggest impact. Unfortunately, 
Secretary Haaland reversed course and 
moved the BLM’s headquarters back to 
Washington, D.C. If the BLM was still 
headquartered in Colorado, maybe Di-
rector Stone-Manning would be more 
accessible to the constituents whom 
her disastrous rules have harmed. 

Our Nation is trillions in debt and 
wastes billions on underutilized Fed-
eral buildings. No organization can op-
erate this way successfully. The status 
quo must change. My commonsense 
amendment would simply prohibit 
funds for constructing or purchasing 
new buildings in Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

This amendment would block the 
construction of Federal buildings in 
Washington, D.C., and with all due re-
spect to the gentleman from Montana, 
it is based on a fundamental mis-
conception. It is not like these projects 
go up at the whim of the administra-
tion. Buildings have to have appro-
priated funding, and there is a pro-
spectus process on the authorizing side. 

This is a misguided amendment. 
Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 

vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, let me 
reiterate this again: Two-thirds of Fed-
eral agencies used 25 percent or less of 
their space at headquarters. This was 
not during the peak of COVID when we 
had a lot of people working from home. 
This is a report that the GAO just pro-
duced in 2023. 

We have vacant buildings. People are 
probably wandering around there, won-
dering what the echo sound is. 

In January 2023, at a meeting of the 
Federal Real Property Council, more 
than half of the agency officials ac-
knowledged that their headquarters 
buildings had excess space prior to the 
pandemic. 

Mr. Chair, we have too much real es-
tate. We need to liquidate some of 
these assets. We need to get some of 
those buildings off the books. Then, we 
can have a conversation about where 
new construction can take place. 

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I yield 
3 minutes to the distinguished gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
(Ms. NORTON). 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I thank my 
good friend for yielding. 

Mr. Chair, I strongly oppose this 
amendment. 

This amendment would prohibit the 
use of funds in this bill for the pur-
chase or construction of any new build-
ing in the District of Columbia. The 
purchase or construction of new Fed-
eral buildings can save taxpayers 
money and improve government oper-
ations. 

The ongoing consolidation of the De-
partment of Homeland Security’s head-
quarters at St. Elizabeth’s in the Dis-
trict of Columbia is a prime example of 
how new construction can result in sig-
nificant savings for taxpayers. 

The Department is currently housed 
in more than 50 separate locations 
throughout the national capital region, 
and 79 percent of those leases will ex-
pire in the next 5 years. Consolidating 
the Department at St. Elizabeth’s will 
reduce the Department’s leasing port-
folio and costs by at least 20 percent in 
accordance with the Reduce the Foot-
print policy of the General Services 
Administration as required by Con-
gress and is estimated to result in $1.17 
billion in savings. 

If this amendment were adopted, the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Secu-
rity Agency and the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis would be forced to 
extend expensive short-term leases at 
significant taxpayer cost. 

The consolidation of the Department 
at St. Elizabeth’s is important for 
streamlining operations and coordina-
tion among key Department agencies 
and offices. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this amendment. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 91 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 91 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. The amount otherwise made 
available by this Act for the Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission is hereby reduced by 
50 percent. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, my 
amendment No. 91 would reduce fund-
ing to the Commission by 50 percent, 
saving American taxpayers approxi-
mately $69 million. This does not in-
clude the savings from the unnecessary 
regulations on the industry and the ob-
ligation that the regulatory state has 
created on them. 

The Biden-appointed CPSC Commis-
sioners began talking about banning 
gas stoves this past January. After 
major pushback, the Chair of the CPSC 
said that they weren’t looking into a 
ban on gas stoves. However, the Biden 
administration still moved forward 
with the Department of Energy rule on 
gas stove emissions. 

I was proud to vote for Representa-
tive KELLY ARMSTRONG’s Gas Stove 
Protection and Freedom Act in June, 
and I am pleased that the base text of 
this bill includes a provision to protect 
Americans from unserious and invasive 
emissions standards. 

However, this ordeal has led me to 
lose any confidence in the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, which 
should probably not exist in the first 
place and should only issue rec-
ommendations. 

These unelected bureaucrats get paid 
to work out of a beltway office and de-
cide what products Americans can buy. 
It is time to rein them in. American 
people and businesses should be the 
ones making those decisions. If there is 
a particularly egregious product, con-
sumers have legal recourse, and Con-
gress can step in and make a law. It 
shouldn’t be done by unaccountable bu-
reaucrats who are invested in keeping 
themselves employed by continuing to 
overregulate products. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

For more than 50 years, the United 
States Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission has worked to fulfill its statu-
tory mission to protect the public 
against unreasonable risk of injuries 
and deaths associated with consumer 
products. 

By cutting the CPSC’s budget by 
half, this amendment would gut the 
agency’s staff and undermine its mis-
sion. 

It is an extreme measure that would 
place children, families, and commu-
nities around the country at greater 
risk of injury and death from product 
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hazards. This amendment would leave 
consumers vulnerable to products that 
pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or me-
chanical hazard or that can injure chil-
dren. 

Mr. Chair, I strongly oppose this 
amendment, and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, besides 
trying to ban gas stoves, the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission has also 
proposed other ridiculous rules. 

For example, on October 25, 2023—not 
the early 1900s, 2023—the Commission 
proposed a rule on furnaces that states: 
The U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has determined prelimi-
narily that there is an unreasonable 
risk of injury and death associated 
with residential gas-fired central fur-
naces, boilers, wall furnaces, and floor 
furnaces. 

This is all gas furnaces and boilers. 

b 1830 
Let’s get to the crux of this. This 

agency is trying to put the natural 
fuels that we have in our country out 
of business. This is another ploy by the 
Biden administration to drive us all to 
this broken idea of relying upon renew-
able energy. It is not realistic. This is 
just another agency that is trying to 
perpetuate that, and they do not need 
more money to attack the American 
people and American industries. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, this 
amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, under 
the legal theory espoused by the Com-
mission, all manufacturers and retail-
ers would be liable for injuries caused 
by consumers’ negligence or even in-
tentional misuse of a safe product, 
even when the manufacturer provided 
warnings and instructions on safe use. 
This is nothing more than a trial attor-
ney’s dream come true. I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Montana will be 
postponed. 
AMENDMENT NO. 92 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 92 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, I have 
an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available by this 
Act may be used for the Office of Gun 
Violence Prevention in the Executive 
Office of the President. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Montana (Mr. ROSENDALE) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, my 
amendment No. 92 would prohibit fund-
ing for President Biden’s new Office of 
Gun Violence Prevention. 

Since President Biden took office in 
January of 2021, our Second Amend-
ment rights have been under assault. 
Now, with the stroke of a pen, Presi-
dent Biden created the Office of Gun 
Violence Prevention, allowing his ad-
ministration to bypass Congress uni-
laterally and implement the left’s gun 
control agenda. 

This office would be overseen by Vice 
President KAMALA HARRIS and staffed 
with radical former gun control lobby-
ists, allowing the swamp to have total 
control of Biden’s gun control agenda. 

In Montana, 64 percent of the house-
holds have firearms. Montanans will 
not go along with the White House’s 
attempt to undermine our Second 
Amendment rights. 

People often say, what are they 
afraid of out there in Montana? Why do 
they need so many firearms? I will tell 
you, we are not afraid of anything, and 
it is because we do have our firearms. 

It is unacceptable for the hard-earned 
tax dollars of gun owners in Montana 
to fund the salaries of unelected, gun- 
grabbing bureaucrats who are hell-bent 
on branding law-abiding, responsible 
gun owners as criminals. 

My amendment would throw a 
wrench in the gun control lobbyists’ 
plans and severely hamper the Biden 
administration’s ability to impose fur-
ther restrictions on our Second Amend-
ment rights. It is time we drained the 
swamp and kicked the gun control 
lobby out of the White House. I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this senseless amend-
ment. 

The White House gun violence task 
force is committed to treating gun vio-
lence as the public health crisis it is. 
By approaching this issue from a public 
health perspective, the task force aims 
to reduce the staggering number of 
deaths and injuries caused by firearms 
in the United States. 

The task force emphasizes the impor-
tance of data-driven and evidence- 
based policy decisions that will create 
solutions that balance the rights of 
law-abiding gun owners with the need 
for public safety. 

Mr. Chair, as a gun owner myself, I 
tell you that task force seeks to enact 
commonsense gun safety measures that 

the majority of Americans support. 
These include: background checks for 
all gun sales, closing the gun show and 
online sale loopholes, and imple-
menting red flag laws temporarily to 
disarm individuals who pose a danger 
to themselves or others. 

I strongly oppose this amendment, 
and I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, as I 
have referenced, Vice President HARRIS 
possesses no special credentials to run 
the Office of Gun Violence Prevention 
and will act as nothing more than a 
figurehead. The office will rely on left-
wing special interests and lobbyists to 
enact the Democrats’ war on the Sec-
ond Amendment while also rewarding 
President Biden’s donors with cushy 
jobs at the White House. 

Rob Wilcox, the Deputy Director of 
the Office of Gun Violence Prevention, 
led Federal policy at Everytown for 
Gun Safety, which is primarily fi-
nanced by Michael Bloomberg. All the 
time my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle are trying to undermine and 
compromise our Second Amendment 
rights, they fail to recognize the pros-
ecutors that they have put in place 
around the country that refuse to 
charge and prosecute the criminals 
that should not have guns, that have 
been doing crimes with illegal fire-
arms. That is where the focus needs to 
be. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I yield 
2 minutes to the distinguished gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FROST). 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
strong opposition to this amendment 
to eliminate the White House Office of 
Gun Violence Prevention, which Presi-
dent Biden took historic action to cre-
ate. 

This year, there have been more 
shootings than days in the year. It has 
been a deadly year, and that is why the 
American people want to see us take 
action, not tear down the simple ef-
forts they are owed. 

However, my colleagues aren’t listen-
ing to the American people. They are 
listening to the gun manufacturers. 
They are listening to the gun lobby, 
the gun lobby that emailed everyone 
about this amendment that we are de-
bating right now, saying they would 
endorse against any politician who 
votes with common sense. It was an 
email filled with pure hyperbole saying 
that this office was made to take guns 
away. 

This office is not created to take 
guns away, it is created to save lives. 
The American people fear for their 
safety, and that should be more impor-
tant than Republican politicians’ fear 
for their careers. 

How many more dreams need to be 
extinguished until we say enough is 
enough? 

The swamp radicals that we are re-
ferring to are people like Greg Jack-
son, a survivor of gun violence who was 
shot not too far from this Chamber and 
fought for his life in the hospital. He 
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almost died due to senseless gun vio-
lence, and he has committed his life to 
saving all of our lives. I am offended 
that someone would call him or Rob 
Wilcox, another survivor of gun vio-
lence, the swamp. 

The White House Office of Gun Vio-
lence Prevention will save lives, and 
voting ‘‘no’’ means trying to eliminate 
a FEMA-like response for communities 
after shootings and the coordination of 
gun violence prevention programs that 
will save lives. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no.’’ 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, again, 
what my colleagues fail to recognize 
time and time again is the fact that we 
have so much crime that takes place, 
criminal on criminal, or criminals 
committing these crimes and an inno-
cent victim gets tied up in the cross-
fire. 

They also refuse to recognize that 
these communities and cities that are 
led by Democrat leaders have had in-
creased crime rates over the last sev-
eral years since the Biden administra-
tion has taken over, and that is be-
cause they have prosecutors who are 
not charging and prosecuting these 
criminals and letting them off without 
proper punitive measures taking place. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I yield 
1 minute to the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. FROST). 

Mr. FROST. Mr. Chair, my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle will make 
this about criminal-on-criminal activ-
ity. One of the core tenets of this office 
is for community violence interven-
tion, one of the only such programs in 
our country that go into communities, 
find out people who are most likely to 
shoot someone, and people who are 
most likely to be shot, create relation-
ships, and intervene before the violence 
happens. This office is working to solve 
exactly the problem that was just 
iterated by the other side. 

I hope if my colleagues follow their 
own logic that they will vote ‘‘no’’ on 
this amendment so we can save lives 
across the entire country. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROSENDALE. Mr. Chair, forgive 
me if I don’t trust a Federal agency to 
be policing a community and using 
their discretion about who may or may 
not be committing a crime in the fu-
ture. 

My gosh, we have just witnessed the 
FBI conducting surveillance on Catho-
lics because they were attending Latin 
masses. 

We watched them conduct surveil-
lance on parents because they dared at-
tempt to attend school board meetings. 

Now we are going to unleash the Fed-
eral agencies to conduct surveillance 
on people who might own a firearm, 
who may not own a firearm, who might 
commit a crime in the future, and they 
are going to be the sole judge of that? 

The people across Montana will not 
support that. They will not tolerate 
that, and this amendment deems to get 
rid of an agency that is trying to do 
those exact kinds of acts. 

I ask my colleagues to please support 
this amendment. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Montana will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 93 OFFERED BY MR. ROY 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 93 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. lll. None of the funds made avail-
able by this Act, including titles IV and VIII, 
may be used to carry out section 3a of the 
Immunization of School Students Act of 1979 
(sec. 38–502.01, D.C. Official Code). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ROY) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, the amendment 
that I am offering would prohibit the 
District of Columbia from using Fed-
eral funding to require that elementary 
or secondary school students take the 
COVID–19 vaccine and all the boosters 
to attend school. 

In 2021, the D.C. City Council voted 
to create an unscientific mandate that 
D.C. students be fully vaccinated 
against COVID–19 including boosters. 
It was repeatedly delayed, as the par-
ents of more than 40 percent of chil-
dren over 12 in D.C. decided the 
COVID–19 vaccine was not worth the 
risks and declined to get vaccinated. 

Today, the mandate would keep 73 
percent of all D.C. students between 
the ages of 12 and 17 out of classrooms. 

Now, the issue here, obviously, is 
twofold. One is whether Congress 
should have a role in impacting policy 
choices in the District of Columbia, 
which the Constitution clearly con-
templates. 

In fact, the District of Columbia is 
not a State. It was not designed to be 
a State. It is not going to be a State 
because the District of Columbia was 
set up in our Constitution to be our Na-
tional Capital, by design, very specifi-
cally. 

One of the things that we are able to 
do as a Congress is effect policy in the 

District of Columbia, whereas we are 
not supposed to intervene for the most 
part in the laboratories of democracy 
among the States. My colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle never find 
any limit to their ability to want to 
interject into the States. 

One of the things we can do in D.C. is 
try to impact policy here. Now, the 
fact is, these vaccine mandates were 
completely ineffective; and, in fact, 
they were destructive. The CDC’s own 
website states that when cases have oc-
curred, they have most frequently been 
seen in adolescent and young adult 
males. 

The Pfizer website states myocarditis 
and pericarditis have occurred in some 
people who have received the vaccine, 
more commonly in adolescent males. 

The FDA has placed a warning label 
on both the Moderna and Pfizer vac-
cines. I could go on and on with the 
evidence and the indication of the con-
cerns these mandates have on freedom 
and, importantly, our children. 

Now, obviously, the rule for this was 
passed before yesterday when the D.C. 
City Council unanimously voted to re-
peal this unscientific mandate. 

b 1845 

There is not some vast Republican 
conspiracy afoot in D.C. The Depart-
ment of Health, Office of State Super-
intendent of Education, and the Dep-
uty Mayor of Education each testified 
in favor of repealing the vaccine man-
date. 

What we are doing here in offering 
this is making clear that it is the posi-
tion of the United States Congress who 
is constitutionally charged with ensur-
ing that the District of Columbia is 
managed appropriately is no longer 
foisting upon the children who live in 
the Nation’s Capital a, frankly, intru-
sive and harmful vaccine mandate, and 
it should not continue. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I rise to 

claim the time in opposition to this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentlewoman 
from Washington, D.C., is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I strongly 
oppose this amendment. This amend-
ment would prohibit the District of Co-
lumbia from using its local funds to 
carry out the section of D.C.’s Immuni-
zation of School Students Act of 1979 
that required students to receive a 
COVID–19 vaccine. 

D.C. has already repealed this sec-
tion. While the repeal of the section ex-
pires on January 23, 2024, yesterday the 
D.C. Council passed legislation that 
would permanently repeal this section. 

Nevertheless, how D.C. spends its 
local funds, which consist of local taxes 
and fees, should be a decision for D.C., 
not Congress. 

If D.C.’s locally elected officials want 
to spend local D.C. funds to carry out 
COVID–19 vaccine requirements for 
students, they should have the author-
ity to do so. 
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If they do not want to spend D.C.’s 

local funds to carry out COVID–19 vac-
cine requirements for students, they 
should have the authority not to do so. 

D.C.’s locally elected officials are ac-
countable to D.C. residents. If D.C. 
residents do not like the decisions of 
their locally elected officials, they can 
vote them out of office. 

D.C. residents, the majority of whom 
are Black and Brown, are capable of 
governing themselves. If House Repub-
licans cared about democratic prin-
ciples or D.C. residents, they would 
bring my D.C. statehood bill, which 
would give D.C. residents voting rep-
resentation in Congress and full local 
self-government, to this floor. 

Congress has the constitutional au-
thority to admit the State of Wash-
ington, D.C. It simply lacks the will. 

I say to every Member of Congress: 
Keep your hands off D.C. If you want to 
legislate on local D.C. matters, become 
a D.C. resident and get elected Mayor 
or councilmember. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this 
amendment, and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chairman, in March of 
this year President Biden signed legis-
lation that we moved through this 
body overturning the criminal code re-
visions of the D.C. City Council that 
reduced the maximum penalties for 
burglary, carjacking, and robbery. 

Our own colleague, the gentleman 
from Texas, was carjacked at gunpoint 
nine blocks from where we are right 
here. 

The fact of the matter is D.C. needs 
continued oversight from this body. I 
am glad that we acted and passed that 
legislation and forced change to the 
code, and I am glad that President 
Biden signed it. 

What we are doing here is not just 
academic. I understand the D.C. City 
Council acted yesterday, but it is im-
portant for this body, for the House of 
Representatives, to make clear that 
the students in this country should not 
be subjected to mandatory vaccine 
mandates that undermine their health 
through pseudoscience. 

We have an obligation to ensure that 
we are ensuring that Nation’s Capital 
is doing the right thing, and, frankly, 
we have the ability to influence that in 
ways we should not when interfering 
directly with the laboratories of de-
mocracy. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Chair, I yield back 

the balance of my time. 
Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, I yield back the 

balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIR. The question is 

on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ROY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 94 OFFERED BY MR. ROY 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 94 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title) insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement any of 
the following Executive orders: 

(1) Executive Order 13990, relating to Pro-
tecting Public Health and the Environment 
and Restoring Science To Tackle the Cli-
mate Crisis. 

(2) Executive Order 14008, relating to Tack-
ling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad. 

(3) Section 6 of Executive Order 14013, re-
lating to Rebuilding and Enhancing Pro-
grams To Resettle Refugees and Planning for 
the Impact of Climate Change on Migration. 

(4) Executive Order 14030, relating to Cli-
mate-Related Financial Risk. 

(5) Executive Order 14057, relating to Cata-
lyzing Clean Energy Industries and Jobs 
Through Federal Sustainability. 

(6) Executive Order 14082, relating to Im-
plementation of the Energy and Infrastruc-
ture Provisions of the Inflation Reduction 
Act of 2022. 

(7) Executive Order 14096, relating to Revi-
talizing Our Nation’s Commitment to Envi-
ronmental Justice for All. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ROY) and a Member 
opposed each will control 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, the amendment 
that I am offering here prohibits any of 
the funding in the Financial Services 
and General Government Appropria-
tions Act from being used to carry out 
President Biden’s executive orders on 
climate change. 

This is something I have been offer-
ing in each of the appropriations bills 
because I believe that the implications 
of the President’s executive orders on 
climate change are significant. 

They are undermining our well-being. 
They are undermining the prosperity of 
American citizens. They are harming 
the economy. They are driving up in-
flation. They are minimizing options 
for the people of this country to go 
about doing their jobs. They are driv-
ing up the price of energy. They are 
making cars more expensive. They are 
making homes more expensive. 

You wonder why we have high infla-
tion? Look no further than the radical 
environmental policies of my Demo-
cratic colleagues. 

In September, the Department of the 
Treasury issued its ‘‘Principles for Net- 
Zero Financing & Investment,’’ which 
highlighted best practices for net-zero 
commitments and approaches to imple-
menting them. 

The SEC has proposed rules to force 
all public companies to report on their 
emissions and all the emissions in their 
value chains. The bill defunds that. 

The IRS is implementing the vast 
majority of $1.2 trillion in climate sub-
sidies included in the IRA—again, $1.2 
trillion in climate subsidies included in 
the IRA. 

The goal is clear: Force divestment 
from oil and gas—one of our largest 
geopolitical assets, one of our strong-
est blessings from the good Lord that 
this country has to be able to stand 

independently, energy independent, 
and to be able to have a significant 
force in the world. 

These orders have directed the Gen-
eral Services Administration to over-
haul the Federal building portfolio and 
vehicle fleet. 

Each agency’s light-duty vehicle ac-
quisitions shall be zero-emission vehi-
cles by the end of fiscal year 2027. Each 
agency shall achieve net-zero emis-
sions across its portfolio of buildings, 
campuses, and installations by 2045 and 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 50 
percent. 

This rapid overhaul of the Federal 
footprint should concern everyone. We 
are going to make our Federal vehicle 
fleet dependent on an EV supply chain 
that is 90 percent dominated by China. 

Eight of the ten largest solar equip-
ment makers are headquartered in 
China, and 10 of the 15 largest wind 
equipment makers are Chinese. 

The fact of the matter is the imple-
mentation of the President’s executive 
orders undermines our national secu-
rity, empowers our enemies, and under-
mines our ability to have a prosperous 
economy. 

For that reason, I am glad it has 
been adopted in virtually every one of 
the appropriations bills that we have 
moved forward, and I hope that it will 
be here. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 

claim the time in opposition. 
The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 

from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in strong opposition to this amend-
ment. Climate-related financial risks 
can have significant adverse economic 
impacts on businesses, communities, 
and the financial sector. 

Come on. Addressing these risks is 
essential to safeguard economic sta-
bility and resilience, and these things 
are crucial in the face of a changing 
climate. 

Financial institutions and Federal 
agencies ought to consider climate 
risks in their decisionmaking proc-
esses, particularly in investment and 
lending practices. By doing so, it pro-
motes responsible and sustainable in-
vestment choices that support projects 
and businesses with low environmental 
impacts. 

These executive orders underscore 
the importance of the United States 
taking a leadership role in global ef-
forts to combat climate change. By set-
ting ambitious domestic goals and en-
gaging with international partners, the 
United States can encourage other 
countries to follow suit, resulting in a 
more effective global response to cli-
mate change. The United States should 
be leading this effort. 

These executive orders are essential 
for combating climate change because 
they address climate-related financial 
risks, encourage responsible invest-
ment, promote global leadership, 
strengthen resilience, and accelerate 
the transition to clean energy. 
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They collectively contribute to a 

more comprehensive and effective ap-
proach to mitigating the impacts of 
climate change and advancing environ-
mental sustainability. 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose 
this amendment, and I do urge a ‘‘no’’ 
vote. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chairman, the gen-
tleman says ‘‘come on’’ to my asser-
tions about the damage that this 
causes, but I would just say come on 
with respect to the family that has to 
choose between fuel and food this 
month because that is what is hap-
pening. 

It was the Secretary of Transpor-
tation who literally said earlier this 
year: The American people need to feel 
pain. 

Now, imagine if the Secretary of 
Transportation, allegedly in charge of 
making sure we have roads and the 
ability for people to move around this 
country, engage in commerce, take 
care of their families, have a strong 
economy for our national security, for 
our well-being, our prosperity, imagine 
if that Secretary says to all of the fam-
ilies out there: Oh, I am sorry. Come 
on. Looks at them and says: Well, too 
bad. You have got to experience some 
pain, don’t you understand. 

Never mind the 1,100 coal-fired plants 
in China compared to our 250. Never 
mind they have two a week they keep 
adding. 

Never mind that if you eliminate the 
internal combustion engine, you are 
not going to dent CO2 production 
around the world. 

We are pursuing a radical agenda to 
the detriment of the American people, 
and they know it. They feel it. They 
see it every single day with the high 
price of gas, the high price of elec-
tricity, the increase in the cost of their 
homes, and the inability to buy goods 
and services that rely on that energy. 

They see it every day in a world de-
stabilized around the globe because we 
are not pushing out American energy, 
liquefied natural gas. We are not build-
ing nuclear power. 

We are not doing all the things we 
could do to be significantly energy 
independent here using our resources 
to make sure that we are not buying 
into unicorn energy, undermining our 
national security and our prosperity. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, this 

amendment is opposed, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, I yield the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. ROY). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 95 OFFERED BY MS. SALAZAR 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 95 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. 902. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to produce docu-
ments containing the term ‘‘latinx’’ or the 
term ‘‘latin-x’’. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentlewoman 
from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida. 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today in support of my amendment, 
which would simply prohibit the execu-
tive branch from using the term 
‘‘Latinx’’ in official public documents. 

Although 98 percent of Latinos reject 
the term ‘‘Latinx,’’ the White House 
has made a point to continue referring 
to us, the Latinos, as ‘‘Latinx.’’ 

Mr. Chair, let’s talk about the epi-
demic of wokeness in our community. 
Wokeness has taken over our schools 
and our children, and now it wants to 
take over the Hispanic culture. 

The reality is that the Spanish lan-
guage has two genders, masculine and 
feminine—male and female, period. 
There is no x. 

A new generation wants to modify a 
universal Hispanic reality. It wants to 
erase a grammatical rule that has been 
place for centuries. 

In 2004, the term ‘‘Latinx’’ first ap-
peared online on Google Trends. It is 
supposed to signify a nonbinary option 
for Hispanics by removing the ‘‘a’’ for 
female or the ‘‘o’’ for male when ad-
dressing someone. 

b 1900 

‘‘Latinx’’ has been overwhelmingly 
rejected by the Hispanic community in 
this country. Only 2 percent of the His-
panic population uses the term 
‘‘Latinx,’’ while 90 percent prefer to 
use ‘‘Hispanic’’ or ‘‘Latino.’’ 

What we are seeing is that the use of 
‘‘Latinx’’ is growing in university 
classrooms, where gender ideology and 
political correctness have taken over 
academics and intellectual rigor. 

Listen to this. We are seeing the use 
of ‘‘Latinx’’ in government documents 
at a time when the people it refers to 
don’t even want to use it. How could 
that be? That is imposing on us. We 
don’t even want it. 

That is why I have introduced this 
amendment to prohibit the Biden ad-
ministration from using ‘‘Latinx’’ in 
official, public-facing government doc-
uments. 

This is an important move that 
would prevent this wokeness from 
being forced onto us, the Hispanics, a 
conservative community that uses 
‘‘male’’ and ‘‘female,’’ period. 

Mr. Chair, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to support my amendment and 
to stand with the Latino community— 
‘‘Latino’’ with an o and ‘‘Latina’’ with 
an a, not with an x. I urge them to 
choose our traditional Hispanic culture 

over woke culture, to choose our his-
tory over political correctness to 
please a small group of people who 
don’t even know anything about us. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Chair, I demand a 
recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida will be 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 96 OFFERED BY MR. SESSIONS 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 96 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for 18F within Tech-
nology Transformation Services at the Gen-
eral Services Administration. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Chairman, this 
past March, the inspector general of 
the General Services Administration 
issued a report into the identity verifi-
cation and validation service 
Login.gov. 

Login.gov is managed by the Tech-
nology Transformation Service within 
GSA and was built by a group called 
18F, which lies within TTS and de-
scribes itself as a technology design 
consultancy for the U.S. Government. 

Login.gov was intended to provide 
the public with a single website 
through which they can access digital 
services with a single username and 
password. 

For agencies, it is supposed to ensure 
persons trying to access services are 
who they claim to be so that security 
and convenience are met. 

What could go wrong? Well, the 
March IG report that I will include in 
the RECORD detailed how employees at 
Login.gov knowingly misrepresented 
the level of security they provided to 
their clients within the government. It 
even billed agency clients over $10 mil-
lion for services that they did not pro-
vide and for products that did not 
exist. Without getting too technical, 
Login.gov claimed that it offered a 
level of security that included biomet-
ric comparisons for applicants. 

I realize there had been and still are 
concerns about the biometric compari-
sons returning false positives within 
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certain ethnic groups, but if there were 
these concerns, the proper way to deal 
with the situation was not to lie and 
say you provided a service that you did 
not, in fact, provide. 

When the IG report came out, the 
House Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability, which I was the chairman 
of at the time, held hearings into fraud 
in Federal programs. We heard how 
taxpayers had lost hundreds of billions 
of dollars to bad actors from the IRS, 
and a central tactic in such fraud was 
identity theft, which is at the very 
heart of what the 18F group is about. 

Here we have a Federal entity mar-
keting a service to Federal customers 
that is intended to assure identity, but 
that Federal entity is not telling the 
truth. 

Mr. Chair, this amendment targets 
18F. Why 18F and not Login.gov itself? 
Because since its inception in 2014, in 
the wake of the healthcare.gov debacle, 
trouble has followed 18F around. It was 
envisioned to be a tech-savvy group 
within the Federal Government that 
would bring a startup mentality and a 
high level of competence to help usher 
Federal agencies into the digital age. 
In practice, it has been more like a 
group run amok, a group run amok 
that intended to deceive people about 
what they were doing. 

In 2016, the IG issued a report de-
scribing how 18F had run up a deficit of 
$31 million between 2014 and the third 
quarter of 2016, even though it was sup-
posed to generate enough revenue to 
cover its costs. 

In 2017, the IG issued another report 
describing how 18F routinely cir-
cumvented fundamental security poli-
cies and guidelines established by our 
government. 

In the 2023 report on Login.gov, the 
IG reported that despite the concerns 
raised in the two previous reports, the 
culture of 18F and its parent group, 
TTS, was still a problem. One Federal 
tech executive is quoted as saying 
about 18F that they came in to solve 
one problem and created two different 
problems. 

Mr. Chairman, my amendment takes 
care of 18F by not allowing them to be 
funded. 18F has been in operation for 
over a decade, leaving a trail of expen-
sive problems and questionable value. 

The Committee on Oversight held a 
hearing on this. It was a bipartisan 
hearing. My colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle had an opportunity to talk 
about this, and we came up with this 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. MOYLAN). 
The question is on the amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 97 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 97 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, as the des-
ignee of Mr. STEIL, I have an amend-
ment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the staff legal bulletin entitled ‘‘Share-
holder Proposals: Staff Legal Bulletin No. 
14L (CF)’’ (published November 3, 2021). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, like so 
many amendments that I, along with 
many others, introduced today, this is 
an assault on the taxpayers and more 
bureaucratic red tape that they want 
the taxpayers to pay for. 

Mr. Chair, this amendment prohibits 
the use of funds to implement the 
SEC’s ‘‘Staff Legal Bulletin 14L,’’ also 
known as SLB 14L. This staff legal bul-
letin allows the SEC staff to open up a 
big loophole for activist proposals to 
the detriment of American workers and 
retirement savers. 

It is either doing one or two things: 
paying staff twice or hiring staff to do 
something that was not anticipated by 
the SEC. 

Traditionally, under rule 14a-8, pub-
lic companies could request a no-action 
letter from the SEC allowing them to 
exclude shareholder proposals that are 
irrelevant to the company’s business. 

The SLB, or staff legal bulletin, said 
they will not issue no-action letters if 
a proposal concerns an issue with a 
broad societal impact. I don’t even 
know what that is, ‘‘a broad societal 
impact.’’ Try defining that. 

In other words, it doesn’t matter if a 
shareholder proposal is illegal or irrel-
evant to the company. If it is on a sig-
nificant social policy issue of broad so-
cietal impact—whatever that is—it has 
to be considered. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

The SEC guidance that this rule 
would block provides clearer guidance 
for companies for disclosure of non- 
generally accepted accounting prin-
ciples, non-GAAP. This clarity helps 
investors better understand a com-
pany’s financial performance, making 
investment decisions more informed. It 
is as simple as that. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, basi-
cally, what my friends on the opposite 
side of the aisle are saying is that in-
vestors are too stupid to know where 

they put their money, if it is legiti-
mate or not—get this—and they need 
help from staff judgments to decide 
which societal policy issues to 
prioritize. This is basically saying the 
American people are stupid. 

Nobody should be surprised that this 
has led to a spike in ESG-related share-
holder proposals. 

Again, this political performance 
does not belong in the boardrooms. 
Companies should be governed to a 
maximum shareholder value on our re-
tirement plans that should work to-
ward healthy returns. I guess they are 
going to get the staff judgments to say 
if they are healthy returns or not. 

Allowing the SEC to politicize the 
shareholders’ proposals hurts workers, 
retirement savers, and the American 
people. 

Mr. Chair, I urge the adoption of my 
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
oppose this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 98 OFFERED BY MR. NORMAN 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 98 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, as the des-
ignee of Mr. STEIL, I have an amend-
ment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to implement or en-
force the final rule of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission entitled ‘‘Proxy Voting 
Advice’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 43168; published July 
19, 2022). 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) and 
a Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from South Carolina. 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chairman, much 
like the previous amendment to stop 
the assault on the American taxpayer, 
I rise in support of this amendment to 
prohibit funds for the SEC’s 2022 proxy 
adviser rule. 

By issuing this new rule, the Biden 
SEC gutted key safeguards from the 
previous administration. Those safe-
guards provided sorely needed account-
ability and transparency for the proxy 
adviser industry. 

ISS and Glass Lewis, the two main 
proxy adviser firms, control 97 percent 
of the market for proxy advice. The 
businesses that manage our retirement 
savings rely on these firms when decid-
ing how to vote on corporate govern-
ance issues. 

The two that they rely on control 97 
percent. They are the ones that have 
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the expertise, and to say anything dif-
ferent is just flatout wrong and not in 
reality. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chairman, I 
claim the time in opposition. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

The SEC’s 2022 proxy adviser rule 
promotes transparency and account-
ability by requiring proxy advisory 
firms to provide more disclosure about 
their methodologies, their potential 
conflicts of interest, and their engage-
ment with issuers. This rule aims to 
improve the accuracy and reliability of 
proxy advisory recommendations, 
which play a crucial role in corporate 
governance. 

The SEC’s 2022 proxy adviser rule 
strikes a balance among the interests 
of issuers, investors, and proxy advi-
sory firms. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no,’’ and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1915 

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Chair, I will close 
with the fact that, instead, this power-
ful duopoly is fueling a movement to 
weaponize your retirement funds to ba-
sically push a political agenda that 
this Biden administration has been so 
adamant on. Both firms often rec-
ommend in favor of harmful ESG meas-
ures and proposals that violate State 
or local law. They have a long track 
record of costly factual errors and un-
controlled conflicts of interest. 

The 2022 Biden administration rule 
lets proxy advisers continue to push a 
political agenda and make bad rec-
ommendations. Our retirement savings 
should be geared toward higher returns 
and not political objectives. 

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to 
accept this amendment, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose this amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. NOR-
MAN). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 99 OFFERED BY MR. STEUBE 
The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 

to consider amendment No. 99 printed 
in part B of House Report 118–269. 

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, I have an 
amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: 

SEC. ll. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used for the Communica-
tions Equity and Diversity Council at the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 847, the gentleman 

from Florida (Mr. STEUBE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida. 

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, our Federal 
bureaucracy is riddled with wasteful 
and purposeless offices that do nothing 
but fuel the flames of divisiveness in 
our government. 

Why is our Federal Government more 
concerned with advancing programs 
that fuel racism over the needs of the 
American people? These offices seek to 
treat people differently based on im-
mutable characteristics like the color 
of their skin or their gender. That 
should be offensive to all of us in Con-
gress. 

Mr. Chair, my amendment would 
eliminate funding for the Communica-
tions Equity and Diversity Commission 
within the FCC. The mission of this 
woke DEI office is to advance ‘‘equity 
in the provision of and access to digital 
communication services.’’ Further, it 
seeks to advance progressive priorities 
by elevating certain small businesses 
based merely on the race or gender of 
the businessowner. 

Through the establishment of this 
council, it is clear that the FCC is 
working for special, politically favored 
groups instead of the American people 
as a whole. 

We are already seeing the products of 
these DEI policies at the FCC through 
draft rules implementing an obscure 
provision of the 2021 infrastructure bill 
that directed the FCC to prevent ‘‘dig-
ital discrimination.’’ Your guess is as 
good as mine as to what that has to do 
with infrastructure. 

Democrats on the FCC seek to go be-
yond the plain letter of this law to de-
fine ‘‘digital discrimination’’ to in-
clude disparate impact as evidence of 
discrimination. This means that the 
FCC could find that internet providers 
are guilty of discrimination simply be-
cause some areas of the country have 
slightly better access to the internet 
than others, regardless of whether 
there is any evidence of actual, legiti-
mate discrimination. Unfortunately, 
even our internet access is not immune 
to the scourge of DEI ideology. 

Mr. Chair, these divisive DEI policies 
deserve no place in our Federal Govern-
ment, and I encourage my colleagues 
to join me in rooting out this radical, 
progressive, and woke ideology. 

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I 
claim the time in opposition to the 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I rise 
in opposition to this amendment. 

The Communications Equity and Di-
versity Council at the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, the FCC, is in-
strumental in promoting inclusivity 
within the organization. By cham-
pioning diversity, it ensures that the 

workforce represents a broader spec-
trum of perspectives, fostering a more 
inclusive and equitable workplace. 

The council’s existence improves de-
cisionmaking at the FCC by incor-
porating diverse viewpoints. Diverse 
teams are more likely to generate in-
novative ideas, leading to better poli-
cies and regulations that benefit a 
wider range of people in the ever-evolv-
ing communications and technology 
sector. 

The Communications Equity and Di-
versity Council also plays a crucial 
role in ensuring that the FCC complies 
with American law as well as ethical 
guidelines related to diversity and eq-
uity in employment. 

For these reasons, I strongly oppose 
this amendment. 

Mr. Chair, I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, section 60506 
of the IIJA mandates that the FCC de-
velops a regulation to prevent digital 
discrimination of broadband access 
based on income level, race, ethnicity, 
color, religion, or national origin. 

Progressive groups and FCC Demo-
cratic Commissioners want to use this 
provision to promulgate a regulation 
that goes beyond intentional discrimi-
nation. They want to include disparate 
impact as a form of discrimination 
under the rule. 

Under a disparate impact analysis, 
evidence of discrimination can be 
found solely in the outcome of certain 
practices. Essentially, internet service 
providers would have to provide the 
same exact product at the same speed 
to every customer in order to avoid a 
potential government investigation. If 
there is even a small difference in 
connectivity in an area inhabited by 
low-income individuals in comparison 
with wealthier areas, the FCC could 
claim the provider is guilty of dis-
crimination under the draft rules pro-
moted by these progressive groups and 
FCC Democrats. 

Mr. Chair, I encourage my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this amendment, and 
I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Chair, I op-
pose the amendment, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. STEUBE. Mr. Chair, I encourage 
my colleagues to vote for this very 
good amendment, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Chair, I move that 

the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
STEUBE) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
MOYLAN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 4664) making appropria-
tions for financial services and general 
government for the fiscal year ending 
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September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses, had come to no resolution there-
on. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 7 o’clock and 22 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 2100 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WEBER of Texas) at 9 p.m. 

f 

FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GEN-
ERAL GOVERNMENT APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2024 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 847 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 4664. 

Will the gentleman from Guam (Mr. 
MOYLAN) kindly resume the chair. 

b 2101 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
4664) making appropriations for finan-
cial services and general government 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes, with Mr. 
MOYLAN (Acting Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
amendment No. 99 printed in part B of 
House Report 118–269 offered by the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEUBE) 
had been disposed of. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 

clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will 
now resume on those amendments 
printed in part B of House Report 118– 
269 on which further proceedings were 
postponed, in the following order: 

Amendment No. 54 by Mr. GAETZ of 
Florida. 

Amendment No. 63 by Mrs. 
HARSHBARGER of Tennessee. 

Amendment No. 84 by Mr. OGLES of 
Tennessee. 

Amendment No. 87 by Mr. OGLES of 
Tennessee. 

Amendment No. 91 by Mr. ROSENDALE 
of Montana. 

Amendment No. 92 by Mr. ROSENDALE 
of Montana. 

Amendment No. 95 by Ms. SALAZAR of 
Florida. 

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes 
the minimum time for any electronic 
vote after the first vote in this series. 

AMENDMENT NO. 54 OFFERED BY MR. GAETZ 
The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 

business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 54, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 

GAETZ), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 145, noes 273, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 19, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 634]
AYES—145

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Bean (FL) 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Brecheen 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Graves (LA) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kiggans (VA) 
LaMalfa 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Loudermilk 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Molinaro 

Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moran 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Self 
Smith (NE) 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Tenney 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—273 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barr 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bice 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Budzinski 
Bush 

Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cole 
Correa 
Costa 

Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Duarte 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Feenstra 

Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Flood 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Granger 
Graves (MO) 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
Lamborn 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 

Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McCormick 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
McHenry 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Moylan 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ross 
Ruiz 

Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sessions 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Simpson 
Slotkin 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Smucker 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Strong 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wenstrup 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 
Womack 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Connolly 

NOT VOTING—19 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
Gimenez 
Houlahan 
Hoyle (OR) 

Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Miller-Meeks 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Scholten 
Wexton 

b 2127 

Mr. MCCORMICK and Ms. LETLOW 
changed their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. BURLISON, KELLY of Mis-
sissippi, and JAMES changed their 
vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

AMENDMENT NO. 63 OFFERED BY MRS. 
HARSHBARGER 

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. YAKYM). The 
unfinished business is the demand for a 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5644 November 8, 2023 
recorded vote on amendment No. 63, 
printed in part B of House Report 118– 
269 offered by the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. HARSHBARGER), on 
which further proceedings were post-
poned and on which the ayes prevailed 
by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 205, noes 211, 
not voting 22, as follows: 

[Roll No. 635] 

AYES—205 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 

Garbarino 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 

Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—211 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Garcia, Mike 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 

Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—22 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Fallon 
Gimenez 
Gooden (TX) 
Green (TN) 
Houlahan 

Jackson Lee 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Miller-Meeks 
Morelle 
Murphy 

Norcross 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Wexton 

b 2132 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Chair, my voting 
card was deactivated; and I didn’t realise it 
was not registering my votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall 
No. 634 and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 635. 

AMENDMENT NO. 84 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 84, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
OGLES), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 198, noes 221, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 636] 

AYES—198 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 

Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 

Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H5645 November 8, 2023 
NOES—221 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Molinaro 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 

Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—19 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Fallon 
Gimenez 
Gooden (TX) 
Green (TN) 

Houlahan 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Waltz 
Wexton 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 2135 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. FALLON. Mr. Chair, had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 635 
and ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 636. 

AMENDMENT NO. 87 OFFERED BY MR. OGLES 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 87, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. 
OGLES), on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 196, noes 223, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 637] 

AYES—196 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 

Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 

McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 

Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 

Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 

Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—223 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Bacon 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Bergman 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Huizenga 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stauber 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Van Drew 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—19 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Gimenez 
Houlahan 
Hoyle (OR) 
Jackson Lee 

Langworthy 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee (NV) 
Loudermilk 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Wexton 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 2138 

So the amendment was rejected. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5646 November 8, 2023 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Ms. LEE of Nevada. Mr. Chair, during roll-

call Vote No. 637 on Amendment No. 87 to 
H.R. 4664, my vote was not successfully reg-
istered. Had my vote been registered, it would 
have been a ‘‘no.’’ 
AMENDMENT NO. 91 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 91, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 142, noes 277, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 638] 

AYES—142 

Allen 
Babin 
Baird 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burlison 
Cammack 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Davidson 
DesJarlais 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garcia, Mike 

Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lesko 
Loudermilk 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (WV) 

Mills 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Nehls 
Norman 
Ogles 
Palmer 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steube 
Strong 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 

NOES—277 

Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Auchincloss 

Bacon 
Balderson 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bentz 
Bera 

Beyer 
Bice 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 

Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buchanan 
Budzinski 
Burgess 
Bush 
Calvert 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carey 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Ciscomani 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Clyde 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
De La Cruz 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Diaz-Balart 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garbarino 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Guthrie 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 

Higgins (NY) 
Hill 
Himes 
Hinson 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
James 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Joyce (OH) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kelly (PA) 
Khanna 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kildee 
Kiley 
Kilmer 
Kim (CA) 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
LaLota 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (FL) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Letlow 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lucas 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Meuser 
Mfume 
Miller (OH) 
Miller-Meeks 
Molinaro 
Moore (UT) 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Newhouse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Owens 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 

Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rutherford 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salazar 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, Austin 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Tenney 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thompson (PA) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Valadao 
Van Orden 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wagner 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Williams (NY) 
Wilson (FL) 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—19 

Alford 
Arrington 
Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Gimenez 
Greene (GA) 

Houlahan 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 
Phillips 

Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Webster (FL) 
Wexton 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 2141 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 92 OFFERED BY MR. ROSENDALE 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 92, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
ROSENDALE), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 208, noes 212, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 639] 

AYES—208 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 

Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gonzales, Tony 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 

Latta 
LaTurner 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
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Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 

Steube 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 

Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—212 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Kean (NJ) 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lawler 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Mace 
Magaziner 
Malliotakis 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 

Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Turner 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—18 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Clyde 
Crenshaw 
Gimenez 
Gooden (TX) 

Houlahan 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Sessions 
Wexton 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 

The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 
There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 2145 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 95 OFFERED BY MS. SALAZAR 

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on amendment No. 95, printed in 
part B of House Report 118–269 offered 
by the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
SALAZAR), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the ayes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote 
has been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 222, noes 198, 
not voting 18, as follows: 

[Roll No. 640] 

AYES—222 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 

Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
González-Colón 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 

LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Moylan 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Peltola 
Pence 
Perez 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 

Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 

Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 

Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (NY) 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOES—198 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 

Garcia, Robert 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Huffman 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norton 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 

Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Plaskett 
Pocan 
Porter 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Sablan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—18 

Bishop (NC) 
Bucshon 
Crenshaw 
Fischbach 
Gimenez 
Houlahan 

Issa 
Jackson Lee 
Larsen (WA) 
McCarthy 
Morelle 
Norcross 

Phillips 
Pingree 
Pressley 
Radewagen 
Torres (CA) 
Wexton 

b 2148 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Chair, I 

move that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
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Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
YAKYM) having assumed the chair, Mr. 
RUTHERFORD, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 4664) making appropria-
tions for financial services and general 
government for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2024, and for other pur-
poses, had come to no resolution there-
on. 

f 

GRAND RONDE RESERVATION ACT 
AMENDMENT OF 2023 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1722) to amend the Grand 
Ronde Reservation Act, and for other 
purposes, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Oregon (Ms. SA-
LINAS) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HERSHEL ‘‘WOODY’’ WILLIAMS NA-
TIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR 
MONUMENT LOCATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2717) to authorize the Na-
tional Medal of Honor Museum Foun-
dation to establish a commemorative 
work on the National Mall to honor the 
extraordinary acts of valor, selfless 
service, and sacrifice displayed by 
Medal of Honor recipients on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. MOORE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. MOORE of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 

HONORING TIM MALCHAK 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate Tim 
Malchak, a Savannah native and mem-
ber of the Band of Brothers, on being 
nominated for Christian Country Art-
ist of the Year. 

This nomination is an incredible 
honor, and I cannot think of anyone 
more deserving than Tim. He has spent 
over 40 years in the music business as 
a singer-songwriter and as a former 
MCA/Universal recording artist. 

Tim first became known in the music 
industry when multiple songs of his 
made it to the top 40 hit singles in Bill-
board’s Hot Country Music Charts. 

He has 24 albums in which he shares 
his love of Jesus Christ through music 
and testimony. Tim considers himself 
extremely blessed to be able to let 
God’s light shine through him and min-
ister to others through his music. 

Tim has made the First District in 
the State of Georgia proud. Great 
work. I look forward to what else he 
will accomplish in the world of music. 

f 

b 2200 

MAGA REPUBLICANS DRIVE FOR 
GOVERNMENT SHUTDOWN 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to question the Republicans’ 
commitment to the American people. 

We are 9 days away from the end of 
government funding for critical pro-
grams nationwide. Republicans should 
be working with Democrats to con-
tinue funding in the best interests of 
the American people. Instead, they are 
holding the government funding hos-
tage to demand cuts to programs 
Americans need every day. 

They want to cut Social Security and 
Medicare and deny food and medicine 
to seniors and lower income American 
families. They want to cut funding to 
efforts to provide clean air and water 
nationwide and allow polluters to 
threaten the lives of Americans, espe-
cially American children. 

They want to cut IRS funding that 
will force the wealthy, tax-cheating 
Americans and corporations to pay 
their fair share and rob our country of 
$3 trillion in new revenue. 

These are not the actions of a party 
dedicated to the best interests of 
Americans. 

f 

HONORING WWII VETERAN 
HERMAN ‘‘PAT’’ PAWLICKI 

(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor a true American hero, 

Herman ‘‘Pat’’ Pawlicki, a 102-year-old 
veteran from Elma, New York, in my 
district, who served our Nation with 
unwavering dedication and valor. 

On December 7, 1941, Pat heard re-
ports of the attacks on Pearl Harbor on 
the radio. He was so moved with love 
for our country and for his fellow 
Americans that he drove to the mili-
tary recruitment station and enlisted 
the very next day. 

Pat went on to serve as a bomber 
pilot in the United States Army Air 
Force, completing an astounding 23 
bombing missions over Austria and 
southern Germany, even striking Adolf 
Hitler’s infamous retreat in the Bavar-
ian Alps. 

Pat’s dedication to our country ex-
tended beyond the battlefield. After 
the war, he continued to serve his com-
munity, working as a tool and die 
maker at Trico and was active in labor 
unions until he retired. 

He was a dedicated husband to his 
wife, Frances, and they raised two 
daughters together in western New 
York. 

His remarkable contributions to our 
community have also been recognized 
by Elma Supervisor, Wayne Clark. 

Now, at the age of 102, Pat Pawlicki 
is a shining example of sacrifice, serv-
ice, and unwavering dedication to our 
great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Pat. I thank 
Pat for his service and his unyielding 
commitment to the principles that 
make America the land of the free and 
the home of the brave. 

f 

LOWERING THE TEMPERATURE IN 
GAZA AND AT HOME 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 1 month after the October 7 terror 
attack on Israel by Hamas, the number 
of people killed during this horrible 
conflagration tragically exceeds well 
over 11,000 lives: 

Over 1,400 Israeli civilians, including 
women and children; over 10,000 Pales-
tinian civilians, nearly half women and 
children, with at least 20 U.S. citizens 
still being held by Hamas among 240 
hostages. 

The latest war follows wars between 
Israel and Hamas in 2008, 2008–09, 2014, 
and all these ended in cease-fires with 
no resolution. 

The question is what will be the plan 
for stabilizing this chronic standoff. 

How will Gaza be governed going for-
ward? 

The diplomatic path forward being 
forged by several Arab nations, Fatah, 
some European states, the Arab 
League, and the United Nations is con-
structive. Let us promote it and ele-
vate it. 

Earlier this week, President Biden 
spoke with Prime Minister Netanyahu. 
Both acknowledged the value of a 
multi-day pause in fighting to secure 
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the release of hostages and ensure that 
humanitarian relief can reach those in 
need. Let us echo the call for such a 
pause and let the violence and retribu-
tion once and for all end through diplo-
matic initiatives. 

f 

CELEBRATING SOUTHWOOD 
VOLLEYBALL CLASS 1A STATE 
CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. YAKYM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate excellence in athletics for a 
special group of Hoosiers. 

This past weekend, the Southwood 
volleyball team out of Wabash, Indi-
ana, won the 1A State championship 
for the very first time in program his-
tory. 

Southwood had made it to the final 
round twice back in 2009 and 2014, only 
to fall just short, but the third time 
proved to be the charm for the Knights. 
To capture their first State title, 
Southwood first had to go through 
reigning Class 1A State runners-up and 
top-ranked Tecumseh. It wasn’t easy. 

The Knights found themselves in an 
early hole to the Braves after dropping 
the first set 25–15, but the Knights 
never wavered or lost faith, winning 
the next three straight sets en route to 
victory. 

In their exhilarating win, the 
Knights were led by Junior, Grace 
Drake, whose triple-double perform-
ance proved to be a difference maker. 

Congratulations to longtime head 
coach Tom Finicle and all the Knights 
on bringing home the hardware. 

Thank you for making your parents, 
peers, and entire Wabash community 
so very proud. 

Mr. Speaker, may God bless the 
Southwood volleyball team, and may 
God bless America. 

f 

HONORING GARY KARNES 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor a pillar of my district’s activist 
community, Gary Karnes. 

Throughout his extraordinary life, 
Gary was the conscience of the local 
Democratic Party and a cornerstone 
for promoting, protecting, and perpet-
uating the values of our country. 

Gary was born to be an activist. He 
walked with JFK in the 1950s; he pro-
tested the Vietnam war in the 1960s; he 
stood with farmworkers in the 1970s; 
and throughout his life, he always 
fought for peace, human rights, and 
dignity. 

The thing about Gary, though, is he 
knew that American activism is not 
just about yelling and screaming or 
just being outraged. Gary understood 
that it is about doing the hard work, of 
walking precincts, banging on doors, 

and bringing out the votes. This in-
cluded his work of supporting over 70 
election campaigns throughout his life. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not just his advo-
cacy and principles that shaped our 
local Democratic Party, but Gary 
Karnes’ work and personality added to 
the collective story of what we stand 
for as a community, and that is why 
Gary Karnes helped strengthen our de-
mocracy. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MIKE ANDERSEN 

(Mrs. KIM of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. KIM of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor the life and legacy of 
Mike Andersen, a U.S. Army veteran 
and owner of Veteran Air. 

Mike led a life of service and made a 
lasting impact in his 40 years of life. He 
joined the Army in 2001 after the 9/11 
attacks, serving 4 years and deploying 
to Iraq. When he returned, he started 
Veteran Air, an HVAC company that 
has become a pillar of California’s 40th 
District and throughout Orange Coun-
ty. 

From holiday donations to restoring 
the Prado Dam Mural, Veteran Air is 
everywhere and always giving back to 
our community and to our area. 

His efforts expanded even further 
when Veteran Air launched Operation 
Water Drop. Mike packed up supplies 
and drove to Texas to provide support 
during the historic 2021 freeze. My 
heart is with Mike’s family, his wife, 
Jessica; their six children; and the Vet-
eran Air family as we mourn Mike’s 
passing and honor his legacy. 

His impact will not be forgotten. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF DR. BRENDA C. SNIPES 

(Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. 
Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that 
I rise to honor the life and legacy of 
Dr. Brenda C. Snipes. 

This powerful and inspirational 
woman gave 55 years of her life as a 
public servant to our schools, to our 
democracy, and to the people of 
Broward County, Florida. 

She moved to Florida in 1964 with her 
husband, each beginning their careers 
as educators, and she eventually be-
came principal of C. Robert Markham 
Elementary School before retiring in 
2003. 

Soon after, Governor Jeb Bush ap-
pointed Dr. Snipes as supervisor of 
elections, where she served for four 
terms. 

Dr. Brenda, as she is affectionately 
known by so many, is celebrated for 
many achievements, but I will mention 
just one: 

She helped register more than 50,000 
local high school and college students 
to vote during her tenure. 

A champion of voter education, 
awareness, and outreach, Dr. Brenda 
Snipes was not only a leader in our 
community, she was a friend of over 
two decades. 

Mr. Speaker, her impact and commit-
ment to the people of Broward County 
will never be forgotten. 

Rest well, my friend. 
f 

b 2210 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
MEMORY OF ADAM JOHNSON 

(Mr. STAUBER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and memory of 
Adam Johnson of Hibbing, Minnesota. 

Adam was a star hockey player for 
Hibbing High School who went on to 
play for the University of Minnesota 
Duluth Bulldogs for 2 years. 

After college, Adam played profes-
sionally with the Pittsburgh Penguins 
and eventually went overseas to con-
tinue his love of the game. 

On October 28, Adam’s life was trag-
ically cut short during an on-ice inci-
dent. He passed away playing the game 
he loved. 

Many in our State will remember 
Adam as a talented and dynamic hock-
ey player who possessed incredible 
skills on the ice, skills that many of us 
could only dream of having. 

He will also be remembered as a won-
derful person. He was kind, he was 
humble, and he never forgot where he 
came from. He was a hometown hero. 

To his parents, Dave and Sue; his 
brother, Ryan; his fiance, Ryan; and 
countless other loved ones, please 
know that our prayers are with you 
and that the State of Hockey will al-
ways be there for you. 

I thank Adam for the memories. My 
he rest in peace. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 3 MONTHS 
SINCE THE MAUI WILDFIRES 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the 3-month anniversary of the 
Maui wildfires that destroyed Lahaina 
and took its somber place in history as 
the deadliest wildfire in the United 
States in over a century. 

As the sole Representative of the 
people for Maui in the United States 
House of Representatives, I have trav-
eled there every week since the fires 
first broke, sometimes three or four 
times a week, to connect people with 
the services and support that they 
need, to advocate for Federal assist-
ance, and to receive and listen to their 
stories. 

These are stories of loved ones lost, 
homes burned, businesses in limbo, vic-
tims and first responders alike dealing 
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with grief and anguish, but these are 
also the stories of hope, the aloha, the 
gratitude, and the ability of a commu-
nity coming together to find the 
strength to heal. 

This is the story of Maui. 
Today and every week, I will come to 

the House floor to uplift their voices, 
the voices of her people, so that you 
know what help is still very much 
needed and understand the important 
role each Member of Congress can play 
in rebuilding this beautiful place that 
we love. 

f 

OPTIMISM IN THE TOWN OF 
PARADISE, CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks the 5-year anniversary since the 
town of Paradise and surrounding areas 
were tragically burned. Eighty-six lives 
were lost in a town that was dev-
astated; 90 percent gone. 

You can see how graphic it is. People 
trying to escape in their automobiles 
on a narrow path up and down, out of 
the city. 

Five years later, we have much to be 
optimistic about. Indeed, we see people 
building. With every reopened business, 
with every new house permit, with 
every community event, the optimism, 
the resiliency of the people of Paradise 
and the surrounding areas after the 
Camp fire are indeed an inspiration. 

We have much to do to still help 
them. We have to pass legislation so 
they are not taxed for the damages 
that were caused to them, which I hope 
to get to this House floor. We need to 
help them still with some infrastruc-
ture and getting rid of the dead trees 
and such that are in the area. Indeed, 
they are bouncing back, and we are 
very proud of them. 

God bless them as they continue to 
bounce back from that horrible day 5 
years ago that will be forever remem-
bered as we remember the loss of the 
loved ones and the damage it had. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE MILITARY AND 
VETERANS RESOURCES CENTER 
AT EAST CAROLINA UNIVERSITY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as we prepare for Veterans 
Day and as it is Military Family Ap-
preciation Month, I wish to highlight 
work taking place at East Carolina 
University. 

ECU has unveiled a new Military and 
Veterans Resource Center, a beacon of 
support for our active military, vet-
erans, and their families, those who 
have served our Nation with unwaver-
ing dedication. 

This resource center is more than 
just bricks and mortar. It embodies our 

commitment to honor and assist those 
who have sacrificed so much for our 
Nation. 

The resource center offers many 
amenities, including study and 
wellness rooms, academic workshops, 
and peer advising. 

The East Carolina University Mili-
tary and Veterans Resource Center will 
help our servicemembers, veterans, and 
their families create a brighter future 
in eastern North Carolina. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Kevin F. McCumber, Acting Clerk of 
the House, reported that on November 
7, 2023, the following bill was presented 
to the President of the United States 
for approval: 

H.R. 366. To amend title 38, United States 
Code, to treat certain individuals who served 
in Vietnam as a member of the armed forces 
of the Republic of Korea as a veteran of the 
Armed Forces of the United States for pur-
poses of the provision of health care by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 10 o’clock and 15 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, November 9, 2023, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, 
EC–2363. A letter from the Assistant Sec-

retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Transmittal 
No. DDTC 23-068 Certification of Proposed 
Issuance of an Export License Pursuant to 
Sec 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
was taken from the Speaker’s table, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS (for herself, 
Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mrs. CHAVEZ- 
DEREMER, Ms. MANNING, Ms. 
MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
KEAN of New Jersey, and Ms. 
SPANBERGER): 

H.R. 6283. A bill to improve services pro-
vided by pharmacy benefit managers; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on Ways and 
Means, Education and the Workforce, and 
Oversight and Accountability, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. FLOOD (for himself and Mr. 
TRONE): 

H.R. 6284. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to establish a 
working group to formulate recommenda-

tions for standardizing the measurements of 
loneliness and isolation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. STAUBER (for himself, Mrs. 
PELTOLA, Mr. HERN, and Mr. 
PFLUGER): 

H.R. 6285. A bill to ratify and approve all 
authorizations, permits, verifications, exten-
sions, biological opinions, incidental take 
statements, and any other approvals or or-
ders issued pursuant to Federal law nec-
essary for the establishment and administra-
tion of the Coastal Plain oil and gas leasing 
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. CLINE: 
H.R. 6286. A bill to amend section 212 of the 

Immigration and Nationality Act to ensure 
that efforts to engage in espionage or tech-
nology transfer are considered in visa 
issuance, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BACON (for himself and Mr. 
JACKSON of North Carolina): 

H.R. 6287. A bill to extend the requirement 
to staff Department of Defense Education 
Activity schools to maintain maximum stu-
dent-to-teacher ratios; to the Committee on 
Armed Services, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BERA (for himself and Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania): 

H.R. 6288. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to provide for 
a Pediatric Brain Tumor Real-World Data 
Registry Program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BRECHEEN (for himself, Mr. 
GROTHMAN, and Mr. BURLISON): 

H.R. 6289. A bill to provide that Executive 
Order 14027 shall have no force or effect; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. BROWN (for herself, Mr. CAR-
TER of Louisiana, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-
ginia, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, 
Mr. TRONE, Mr. CARSON, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Mr. IVEY, and 
Ms. JACKSON LEE): 

H.R. 6290. A bill to modify the report re-
quirements under the Adult and Juvenile Of-
fender State and Local Reentry Demonstra-
tion Projects grant; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY: 
H.R. 6291. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to make grants to eligible 
entities for the purpose of carrying out Ask 
the Question Campaigns, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Ms. CARAVEO (for herself and Mr. 
FEENSTRA): 

H.R. 6292. A bill to amend the National Ag-
ricultural Research, Extension, and Teach-
ing Policy Act of 1977 to extend grants and 
fellowships for food and agricultural sciences 
education; to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CLEAVER (for himself, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. LEE 
of California, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, and Ms. BUSH): 

H.R. 6293. A bill to require coverage of in-
carcerated workers under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. CROW (for himself and Mr. WIL-
SON of South Carolina): 

H.R. 6294. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to expand the set of individuals 
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eligible to transfer Post-9/11 educational as-
sistance to eligible dependents; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. DELBENE (for herself, Mr. 
NEWHOUSE, Mrs. PELTOLA, Mr. KIL-
MER, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Ms. 
STRICKLAND, and Ms. PEREZ): 

H.R. 6295. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide that the 50 per-
cent limitation on the deduction for meal ex-
penses does not apply to meals provided on 
certain fishing boats or at certain fish proc-
essing facilities; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 6296. A bill to provide for an emer-

gency increase in Federal funding to State 
Medicaid programs for expenditures on home 
and community-based services; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. FOSTER (for himself, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, and Mr. GOTTHEIMER): 

H.R. 6297. A bill to assess the State by 
State impact of Federal taxation and spend-
ing; to the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability. 

By Ms. GARCIA of Texas (for herself, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. LEE of 
California, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. GARCÍA 
of Illinois, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, 
and Ms. DEGETTE): 

H.R. 6298. A bill to safeguard the humane 
treatment of pregnant women by ensuring 
the presumption of release and prohibiting 
shackling, restraining, and other inhumane 
treatment of pregnant detained noncitizens, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GIMENEZ (for himself and Mr. 
KIM of New Jersey): 

H.R. 6299. A bill to require origin and loca-
tion disclosure for new products of foreign 
origin offered for sale on the internet; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on Agriculture, 
and Ways and Means, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself, 
Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. DESJARLAIS, 
Mr. NORMAN, Mr. MIKE GARCIA of 
California, Mr. CARL, Mr. DONALDS, 
Mr. TIFFANY, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, 
Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. WILSON 
of South Carolina, Mr. MOOLENAAR, 
Mr. PFLUGER, and Ms. TENNEY): 

H.R. 6300. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the elimination 
of delimiting dates under the educational as-
sistance programs of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN (for himself, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. HIGGINS 
of New York, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. 
MORELLE, and Ms. MATSUI): 

H.R. 6301. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
require a group health plan (or health insur-
ance coverage offered in connection with 
such a plan) to provide for cost-sharing for 
oral anticancer drugs on terms no less favor-
able than the cost-sharing provided for 
anticancer medications administered by a 
health care provider; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. POCAN, Mr. CASTEN, and 
Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 6302. A bill to amend title XXVII of 
the Public Health Service Act to establish 

requirements for the disclosure of certain in-
formation relating to health care sharing 
ministries, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio: 
H.R. 6303. A bill to assess and improve the 

competitiveness of United States nuclear 
commerce, to expedite Department of En-
ergy review of certain nuclear technology 
exports, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. LALOTA (for himself and Mr. 
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas): 

H.R. 6304. A bill to increase coverage under 
the National Flood Insurance Program for 
costs of compliance, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mrs. LUNA (for herself, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, and Mr. CRANE): 

H.R. 6305. A bill to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to impose a limi-
tation on regulations relating to the control 
of communicable diseases, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, and in addition to the Committee on 
Rules, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MILLS: 
H.R. 6306. A bill to amend the State De-

partment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to 
prohibit the acquisition or lease of a con-
sular or diplomatic post built or owned by an 
entity beneficially owned by the People’s Re-
public of China, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa (for himself and 
Ms. SPANBERGER): 

H.R. 6307. A bill to prohibit certain actions 
and require reporting to defend against the 
economic and national security risks posed 
by foreign adversarial blockchain networks, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Financial Services, Intelligence 
(Permanent Select), and Oversight and Ac-
countability, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. PLASKETT (for herself and Mr. 
MOLINARO): 

H.R. 6308. A bill to amend the Richard B. 
Russell National School Lunch Act to reau-
thorize the farm to school program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. 

By Ms. ROSS (for herself and Mrs. 
MCBATH): 

H.R. 6309. A bill to improve data collection 
related to student parents pursuing higher 
education, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. RUIZ: 
H.R. 6310. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to extend incentive pay-
ments for participation in eligible alter-
native payment models under the Medicare 
program; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, and in addition to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. SALAZAR (for herself, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. CURTIS, and Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER): 

H.R. 6311. A bill to require the Federal 
Government to produce a national adapta-
tion and resilience strategy, and for other 

purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Ms. SCANLON (for herself, Mr. SAR-
BANES, and Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 6312. A bill to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to prohibit certain 
donations to Inaugural Committees, to es-
tablish limitations on donations to Inau-
gural Committees, to require certain report-
ing by Inaugural Committees, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration, and in addition to the Committee 
on Oversight and Accountability, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska (for him-
self, Mr. LAHOOD, Ms. SEWELL, and 
Ms. STANSBURY): 

H.R. 6313. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to improve the accuracy 
of geographic adjustment factors under the 
Medicare program and to permanently ex-
tend certain adjustments to such factors for 
certain localities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington (for him-
self and Mr. HUFFMAN): 

H.R. 6314. A bill to expand the authoriza-
tion of voluntary Federal grazing permit re-
tirement, provide increased flexibility for 
Federal grazing permittees, promote the eq-
uitable resolution or avoidance of conflicts 
on Federal lands managed by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture or the Department of 
the Interior, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SMUCKER (for himself and Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina): 

H.R. 6315. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to waive the requirement of 
certain veterans to make copayments for 
hospital care and medical services in the 
case of an error by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. TITUS (for herself and Mr. 
PERRY): 

H.R. 6316. A bill to amend title 40, United 
States Code, to establish an expiration date 
of certain committee resolutions with re-
spect to leases or projects, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Ms. TITUS: 
H.R. 6317. A bill to require the Adminis-

trator of the General Services Administra-
tion to submit a report describing a process 
for seeking public comment about proposed 
changes to mandatory design standards for 
public buildings, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Ms. TLAIB (for herself and Ms. 
OCASIO-CORTEZ): 

H.R. 6318. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development to identify 
and make available information regarding 
best practices utilizing mixed-income, pub-
licly owned housing to increase the supply of 
affordable housing, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California (for her-
self and Mr. FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 6319. A bill to require the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget to re-
view and make certain revisions to the 
Standard Occupational Classification Sys-
tem, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 
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By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 

H.R. 6320. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to ensure the application of the 
‘‘Rule of Two’’ to certain acquisitions, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Small Business. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY: 
H. Res. 851. A resolution expressing the 

support of the House of Representatives for 
the naming of new or undedicated facilities 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs after 
women veterans and minority veterans in 
order to reflect the diversity of all who have 
served in the Armed Forces of the United 
States; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. CARTER of Louisiana: 
H. Res. 852. A resolution supporting the 

goals and ideals of National High School 
Seniors Voter Registration Day and recog-
nizing annually the first Tuesday in May as 
National High School Seniors’ Voter Reg-
istration Day; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Mr. FITZPATRICK, and Ms. BLUNT 
ROCHESTER): 

H. Res. 853. A resolution expressing support 
for the recognition of the week of November 
5 through November 11, 2023, as ‘‘Drowsy 
Driving Prevention Week’’; to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin (for her-
self, Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, 
Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. 
MULLIN, Mr. ALLRED, Ms. WILLIAMS 
of Georgia, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. CÁRDENAS, and Mr. BOYLE of 
Pennsylvania): 

H. Res. 854. A resolution expressing support 
for the designation of November 8, 2023, as 
‘‘National First-Generation College Celebra-
tion Day’’; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Ms. NORTON: 
H. Res. 855. A resolution recognizing the 

service of all District of Columbia veterans, 
condemning the denial of voting representa-
tion in Congress and full local self-govern-
ment for veterans and their families who are 
District of Columbia residents, and calling 
for statehood for the District of Columbia 
through the enactment of the Washington, 
D.C. Admission Act (H.R. 51 and S. 51), par-
ticularly in light of the service of District of 
Columbia veterans in every American war; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, and in addition to the Committees 
on Rules, Armed Services, the Judiciary, En-
ergy and Commerce, and Veterans’ Affairs, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 
Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 

and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS: 
H.R. 6283. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Legislation to lower costs and increase ef-

ficiency in the commercial insurance mar-
ket. 

By Mr. FLOOD: 
H.R. 6284. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To have the Secretary of Health and 

Human Services establish a working group 
for the purpose of recommending standard-
ized measurements for loneliness and isola-
tion. 

By Mr. STAUBER: 
H.R. 6285. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The purpose of this bill is restore oil and 

gas development in the Alaska National 
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) and the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR–A). 

By Mr. CLINE: 
H.R. 6286. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, section 8, clause 4 and clause 18 

of the U.S. Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill is related to the denial of visas to 

individuals who have committed acts of espi-
onage or intellectual property theft against 
the United States. 

By Mr. BACON: 
H.R. 6287. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of which this 

bill rests is the power of Congress to make 
rules for the government and regulation of 
the land and naval forces, as enumerated in 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 14 of the United 
States Constitution 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To extend the requirement to staff Depart-

ment of Defense Education Activity schools 
to maintain maximum student-to-teacher 
ratios. 

By Mr. BERA: 
H.R. 6288. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Pediatric Brain Cancer Registry 

By Mr. BRECHEEN: 
H.R. 6289. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide that Executive Order 14027 shall 

have no force or effect. 
By Ms. BROWN: 

H.R. 6290. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reducing recidivism and reporting trans-

parency 
By Ms. BROWNLEY: 

H.R. 6291. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Veteran Affairs 

By Ms. CARAVEO: 
H.R. 6292. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorize grants for agriculture and 

food education. 
By Mr. CLEAVER: 

H.R. 6293. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Due to Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Requiring coverage of incarcerated work-

ers under the Fair Labor Standards Act of 
1938 

By Mr. CROW: 
H.R. 6294. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, United States Con-

stitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To expand the set of individuals eligible to 

transfer Post-9/11 educational assistance to 
eligible dependents 

By Ms. DELBENE: 
H.R. 6295. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tax 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 6296. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, Section 8 of the United States Con-
stitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide additional support for HCBS. 

By Mr. FOSTER: 
H.R. 6297. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To assess the state-by-state impact of fed-

eral taxation and spending. 
By Ms. GARCIA of Texas: 

H.R. 6298. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
women’s issues; immigration; health 

By Mr. GIMENEZ: 
H.R. 6299. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the Con-

stitution stating that Congress has the au-
thority to ‘‘make all laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into execution 
the foregoing powers, and alll other powers 
vested by the Constitution’’. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
COOL Online Act: To require origin and lo-

cation disclosure for new products of foreign 
origin offered for sale on the internet. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia: 
H.R. 6300. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Enabling veterans and their families ac-

cess to their education benefits by removing 
various delimiting dates. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN: 
H.R. 6301. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. HUFFMAN: 
H.R. 6302. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
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Health Shares 

By Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio: 
H.R. 6303. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To advance nuclear energy by strength-

ening nuclear competitiveness, maintaining 
Price-Anderson indemnification, and encour-
aging efficient licensing for new non electric 
uses of nuclear energy and nuclear manufac-
turing 

By Mr. LALOTA: 
H.R. 6304. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Flood Insurance 

By Mrs. LUNA: 
H.R. 6305. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would limit the authority that 

the CDC can take in the event of an emer-
gency. 

By Mr. MILLS: 
H.R. 6306. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the State Department Basic Au-

thorities Act of 1956 to prohibit the acquisi-
tion or lease of a consular or diplomatic post 
built or owned by an entity beneficially 
owned by the People’s Republic of China, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. NUNN of Iowa: 
H.R. 6307. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit certain actions and require re-

porting to defend against the economic and 
national security risks posed by foreign ad-
versarial blockchain networks, and for other 
purposes. 

By Ms. PLASKETT: 
H.R. 6308. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To reauthorize and enhance the farm to 

school program. 
By Ms. ROSS: 

H.R. 6309. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve data collection related to stu-

dent parents pursuing higher education. 
By Mr. RUIZ: 

H.R. 6310. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of Rule XII and 

Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the following state-
ments are submitted regarding (1) the spe-
cific powers granted to Congress in the U.S. 
Constitution to enact the accompanying bill 
or joint resolution and (2) the single subject 
of the bill or joint resolution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 

Extend Incentive Payments for Participa-
tion in Eligible Alternative Payment Models 
under the Medicare Program. 

By Ms. SALAZAR: 
H.R. 6311. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Environmental Resilience 

By Ms. SCANLON: 
H.R. 6312. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 3 Section 8 of Article 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Address loopholes in the Inaugural Com-

mittee structure. 
By Mr. SMITH of Nebraska: 

H.R. 6313. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Medicare reimbursement 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 
H.R. 6314. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV Section 3. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To expand the authorization of voluntary 

Federal grazing permit retirement, provide 
increased flexibility for Federal grazing per-
mittees, promote the equitable resolution or 
avoidance of conflicts on Federal lands man-
aged by the Department of Agriculture or 
the Department of the Interior, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. SMUCKER: 
H.R. 6315. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Section VIII of Article I 
of the U.S. Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill authorizes the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs to waive the requirement of 
certain veterans to make copayments for 
hospital care and medical services in the 
case of an error by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs. 

By Ms. TITUS: 
H.R. 6316. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Public Buildings 

By Ms. TITUS: 
H.R. 6317. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress enacts this bill pursuant to 

Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Public Buildings 

By Ms. TLAIB: 
H.R. 6318. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1 of the Constitution. 
Single Subject Statement: 
This bill requires the Secretary of Housing 

and Urban Development to identify and 
make available information regarding best 
practices utilizing mixed income, publicly 
owned housing to increase the supply of af-
fordable housing, and for other purposes. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California: 
H.R. 6319. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
According to Article 1: Section 8: Clause 

18: of the United States Constitution, seen 

below, this bill falls within the Constitu-
tional Authority of the United States Con-
gress. 

Article 1: Section 8: Clause 18: To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Office of Management and Budget to re-

view and make certain revisions to the 
Standard Occupational Classification Sys-
tem 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ: 
H.R. 6320. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution, which gives Congress the 
power ‘‘to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers and all other Pow-
ers vested by this Constitution in the Gov-
ernment of the United States, or in any De-
partment or Officer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation would clarify when federal 

agencies have to utilize small businesses 
during federal procurements. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 82: Mr. SCALISE. 
H.R. 396: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 522: Mrs. RADEWAGEN and Mr. VAN 

ORDEN. 
H.R. 529: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 542: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 561: Mr. NORCROSS. 
H.R. 630: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 661: Mr. MCCAUL. 
H.R. 709: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 716: Mr. KHANNA and Ms. WILSON of 

Florida. 
H.R. 724: Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 727: Mr. VEASEY. 
H.R. 789: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 798: Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. 
H.R. 807: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 919: Mr. LAMALFA. 
H.R. 974: Ms. CHU and Ms. BONAMICI. 
H.R. 1015: Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. 

RYAN, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Mrs. LUNA. 
H.R. 1066: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 1083: Mr. POCAN. 
H.R. 1097: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1173: Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 1191: Ms. SHERRILL, Mrs. FLETCHER, 

and Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 1247: Mr. SOTO and Mr. LARSEN of 

Washington. 
H.R. 1255: Mr. MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 1413: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 1492: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. 
H.R. 1493: Mr. LIEU. 
H.R. 1503: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 1526: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 1624: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. ROBERT 

GARCIA of California, Ms. LEE of California, 
and Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California. 

H.R. 1750: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 1764: Mr. GARAMENDI. 
H.R. 1770: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 1833: Mrs. RAMIREZ and Mr. DAVIS of 

Illinois. 
H.R. 2370: Ms. SCANLON. 
H.R. 2395: Mr. SMITH of Washington and Ms. 

JAYAPAL. 
H.R. 2400: Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. 
H.R. 2411: Mr. CISCOMANI and Mr. GOLDMAN 

of New York. 
H.R. 2412: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
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H.R. 2439: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 2583: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 2742: Mr. LANGWORTHY. 
H.R. 2745: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 2766: Mr. LAHOOD. 
H.R. 2809: Mrs. RADEWAGEN. 
H.R. 2864: Mr. GUEST. 
H.R. 2870: Mr. MEEKS, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-

ginia, Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Mr. 
VEASEY, Mr. TORRES of New York, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. MANNING, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 
Mr. MOULTON, Mr. CARSON, Mr. JACKSON of Il-
linois, and Ms. BROWNLEY. 

H.R. 2880: Mrs. HARSHBARGER. 
H.R. 2908: Mr. FROST, Ms. CASTOR of Flor-

ida, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, and Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 

H.R. 2915: Ms. CRAIG, Mr. VARGAS, and Mrs. 
TRAHAN. 

H.R. 2941: Mr. MCGOVERN. 
H.R. 2987: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 3032: Mr. VAN ORDEN. 
H.R. 3036: Mr. THOMPSON of California. 
H.R. 3090: Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania and Mr. 

MIKE GARCIA of California. 
H.R. 3092: Mrs. MCBATH. 
H.R. 3133: Ms. STANSBURY and Mr. GRI-

JALVA. 
H.R. 3139: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 3170: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina and 

Mr. SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida. 
H.R. 3216: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 3238: Ms. SLOTKIN, Mr. NEWHOUSE, Ms. 

KAPTUR, and Mr. VAN DREW. 
H.R. 3240: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. 
H.R. 3312: Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 3347: Mr. MFUME and Mr. 

LANGWORTHY. 
H.R. 3350: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 3381: Ms. LETLOW. 
H.R. 3494: Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 3539: Mr. MRVAN. 
H.R. 3545: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 3656: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 3702: Mr. IVEY. 
H.R. 3739: Ms. CHU. 
H.R. 3768: Mr. CISCOMANI. 
H.R. 3842: Mr. VALADAO. 
H.R. 3850: Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. FROST, Mr. 

NICKEL, Ms. ROSS, and Mrs. DINGELL. 
H.R. 3879: Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.R. 3910: Ms. CRAIG. 
H.R. 3940: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 3970: Mrs. HAYES, Mr. CARSON, Mr. 

ROBERT GARCIA of California, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. NICKEL, 
Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. ROSS, and Ms. PEREZ. 

H.R. 4148: Mr. KILDEE and Mr. NEWHOUSE. 
H.R. 4157: Mr. CLINE, Mr. FERGUSON, and 

Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 4184: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 4204: Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 4227: Mr. MOYLAN and Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 4261: Ms. CRAIG, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-

nois, Ms. JACKSON LEE, and Mr. CLEAVER. 
H.R. 4286: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4326: Ms. ROSS. 

H.R. 4335: Mrs. FLETCHER, Mrs. KIGGANS of 
Virginia, and Mr. LYNCH. 

H.R. 4340: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 4375: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4403: Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. 
H.R. 4416: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.R. 4566: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4581: Mr. CONNOLLY. 
H.R. 4610: Mr. CRENSHAW. 
H.R. 4627: Mrs. RADEWAGEN and Ms. TITUS. 
H.R. 4663: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 4708: Mrs. KIM of California. 
H.R. 4745: Mr. SOTO. 
H.R. 4752: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 4779: Mr. FEENSTRA. 
H.R. 4867: Mr. CARBAJAL. 
H.R. 4896: Ms. KELLY of Illinois and Mr. 

FLOOD. 
H.R. 4904: Mr. WEBER of Texas and Mr. 

MCCAUL. 
H.R. 4940: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4963: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 5041: Mr. FOSTER, Mrs. HAYES, and Mr. 

GOMEZ. 
H.R. 5074: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 5075: Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 5097: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5155: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York. 
H.R. 5159: Ms. SHERRILL and Mr. 

MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 5203: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 5213: Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 5246: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 5275: Mr. LAHOOD and Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.R. 5284: Ms. PINGREE. 
H.R. 5290: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 5291: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 5292: Ms. DELBENE and Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 5293: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 5294: Ms. DELBENE. 
H.R. 5295: Ms. DELBENE and Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ. 
H.R. 5322: Ms. DELBENE, Ms. CHU, Ms. 

BUSH, Mr. MFUME, and Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 5383: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5399: Ms. ADAMS, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. 

MIKE GARCIA of California, Ms. PORTER, and 
Mrs. HAYES. 

H.R. 5401: Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H.R. 5510: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5526: Mr. DUNN of Florida, Mr. CROW, 

Mr. BUCSHON, and Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 5530: Mrs. LESKO and Ms. BUDZINSKI. 
H.R. 5539: Mr. PETERS, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. 

GOTTHEIMER, and Mr. SMUCKER. 
H.R. 5555: Mr. MEUSER. 
H.R. 5578: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5589: Ms. CARAVEO. 
H.R. 5611: Ms. WILD. 
H.R. 5641: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 5669: Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas. 
H.R. 5685: Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. 

VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. JACKSON LEE, and Mrs. DIN-
GELL. 

H.R. 5689: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 5713: Mr. GOSAR. 

H.R. 5757: Ms. ESCOBAR. 
H.R. 5815: Ms. BROWNLEY and Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 5829: Mr. GOTTHEIMER. 
H.R. 5863: Mr. NEWHOUSE, Mr. MORAN, Mr. 

SCOTT FRANKLIN of Florida, and Mr. BARR. 
H.R. 5915: Ms. TITUS and Ms. DAVIDS of 

Kansas. 
H.R. 5917: Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. CRENSHAW, 

Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia, Mrs. PELTOLA, 
Mr. ELLZEY, and Ms. TENNEY. 

H.R. 5920: Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr. SCOTT 
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. MORAN, Mrs. BICE, 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina, Mr. 
MOOLENAAR, Ms. TENNEY, and Mr. ROUZER. 

H.R. 5929: Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.R. 5937: Mr. CARSON and Mr. PAPPAS. 
H.R. 5944: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 5985: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. OBERNOLTE, 

Mr. SCHIFF, and Ms. BARRAGÁN. 
H.R. 5995: Mr. TONKO, Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. 

D’ESPOSITO, and Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 6031: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. NICKEL, 

Mr. ALLRED, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. CORREA, Ms. 
ESHOO, and Ms. TOKUDA. 

H.R. 6063: Mrs. HAYES. 
H.R. 6114: Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 6121: Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. 
H.R. 6131: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 6147: Ms. LEE of California. 
H.R. 6171: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 6175: Mr. ALLEN. 
H.R. 6215: Mr. PALMER, Mr. WILSON of 

South Carolina, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. 
PFLUGER, and Ms. TENNEY. 

H.R. 6221: Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 6224: Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER. 
H.R. 6227: Mrs. LESKO. 
H.R. 6230: Mr. MCCORMICK. 
H.R. 6244: Mr. SESSIONS. 
H.R. 6249: Mr. RYAN. 
H.R. 6262: Mr. ARMSTRONG. 
H.R. 6269: Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. 

STRICKLAND, Mr. CLYBURN, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. 
ADAMS, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mrs. SYKES, Ms. 
CROCKETT, Ms. BROWN, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 
Ms. OMAR, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
GREEN of Texas, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. DAVIS of Il-
linois, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 

H.J. Res. 13: Ms. SÁNCHEZ. 
H.J. Res. 41: Mr. GOSAR. 
H.J. Res. 76: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, 

Ms. BUSH, and Mr. NEGUSE. 
H.J. Res. 97: Mr. NEHLS and Mr. DONALDS. 
H. Res. 430: Mr. CONNOLLY and Mr. LIEU. 
H. Res. 627: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H. Res. 674: Mr. ALLRED. 
H. Res. 750: Ms. BROWNLEY. 
H. Res. 793: Mr. SANTOS and Mr. 

KRISHNAMOORTHI. 
H. Res. 801: Mr. TIFFANY. 
H. Res. 802: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H. Res. 806: Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. 
H. Res. 837: Mr. VARGAS and Mr. MCCOR-

MICK. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable PETER 
WELCH, a Senator from the State of 
Vermont. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, by whose providence 

our forebears brought forth this Na-
tion, give to our Senators a passion to 
protect those liberties for which so 
many have given their lives to defend. 

Lord, give them also the wisdom to 
trust You with all their hearts and to 
passionately and humbly pursue Your 
purposes, knowing that You have 
promised to direct their steps. 

Today, may each lawmaker experi-
ence the constancy of Your presence 
that will enable him or her to cleave to 
the sunnier side of his or her doubts. 
Guide our Senators with Your higher 
wisdom and bring them to the end of 
this day with their hearts at peace 
with You. 

We pray in Your precious Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 8, 2023. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable PETER WELCH, a Sen-
ator from the State of Vermont, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WELCH thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Ramon Ernesto 
Reyes, Jr., of New York, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of New York. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

ELECTIONS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, an-
other election night in America, an-
other win for women’s choice, another 
win for democracy, another win for the 
Democratic agenda of jobs, infrastruc-

ture, and lowering costs for the middle 
class. 

Another terrible defeat for the 
MAGA agenda. Americans don’t want 
hard-right extremists to govern this 
country. At stake last night was a 
woman’s right to choose in Ohio, the 
Governorship in Kentucky, cannabis 
reform in Ohio, control of the legisla-
ture in Virginia, State Supreme Court 
seats, and so much more. 

In almost every major election, 
Democratic candidates and Democratic 
issues prevailed. This continued and 
strengthened the trend of Democratic 
victories last year. There is no possible 
takeaway from last night other than 
this: Americans fiercely oppose MAGA 
extremism, fiercely oppose total abor-
tion bans, and want bipartisan leaders 
who can put America’s needs first. 

After last night’s results, I have a 
message to my Republican colleagues: 
When the MAGA agenda can’t win in 
deep red Kentucky or in Ohio or help 
you in Virginia, it is time to recognize 
MAGA extremism is the wrong answer, 
not just for the country, but even for 
the GOP. 

I hope Republicans in Congress see 
that after last night, extremism must 
be rejected and bipartisanship em-
braced. Time will tell if House Repub-
licans choose the right path. 

I want to say one more thing about 
the results in Ohio. With strong sup-
port, the people of Ohio have voted to 
legalize the recreational use of mari-
juana. Americans think it is long past 
time to enact cannabis reform. So here 
in the Senate, I will continue to work 
with colleagues on both sides and my 
good friend Senator BROWN to keep 
moving on bipartisan cannabis legisla-
tion as soon as we can. 

Last night shows just how precious 
and vital and sacrosanct our system of 
elections is. It shows how much work 
we have to do to preserve democracy so 
that it can survive in the 21st century. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Today, Senators from both sides of 

the aisle will take the next step in 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5408 November 8, 2023 
keeping our elections secure—this time 
from the powerful changes wrought by 
artificial intelligence, AI. 

This morning, I will join with col-
leagues from both sides and with ex-
perts from across the country for our 
AI Insight Forum on elections and de-
mocracy. It is one of the most impor-
tant forums that we will hold this 
year, because of all the ways AI will 
shape our lives, and few are as imme-
diate and stark as the impact it could 
have on elections. 

This is the problem we now face: If 
left unchecked, AI has the potential to 
erode our democracy from within and 
from abroad. 

Political ads have already been re-
leased this year using AI-generated im-
ages and text-to-voice converters to de-
pict certain candidates in a negative 
light. Uncensored chatbots can already 
be deployed in a massive scale to tar-
get millions of individual voters for po-
litical persuasion. And, unfortunately, 
once damaging information is sent to 
100 million homes, it is hard—and at 
times impossible—to put the genie 
back in the bottle. 

If we don’t enact the right guardrails 
soon, we could soon live in a world 
where political campaigns regularly 
deploy totally fabricated yet totally 
believable images and footage of Demo-
cratic or Republican candidates, dis-
torting their statements and greatly 
harming their election chances. 

Protecting our elections from AI’s 
risks isn’t just an issue for Democrats 
or just Republicans. Everyone—every-
one—will be affected. Time is of the es-
sence, as Americans prepare to go to 
the polls in 2024. So I encourage all my 
colleagues to come to this AI forum 
this morning. 

GLOBAL ISSUES 
Mr. President, now on global issues 

and challenges. The global community 
is facing a great number of challenges 
these days: Israel and Hamas are at 
war, with Iran itching to join the fray; 
Russian aggression in Ukraine chal-
lenges the stability of the Western alli-
ance; the Chinese government threat-
ens Taiwan’s independence. 

The United States is uniquely posi-
tioned and, I would argue, needed to 
play a role in ensuring the peaceful ex-
istence of the people of Israel, Gaza, 
Ukraine, and Taiwan. I believe that 
most Members of this body would agree 
with me. However, some Members on 
the other side of the aisle—not all— 
seem to prefer that the United States 
sit on the sidelines or, in other words, 
put their heads in the sand as we face 
these global battles. 

Some Members on the other side of 
the aisle seem to prefer that Putin, Xi, 
and Hamas pursue their ambitions 
unthwarted. 

I state right here and now that I do 
not agree with those Republican col-
leagues. I believe that the United 
States of America must make a stand 
against totalitarianism and terrorism. 
I would hope that everyone would 
agree with me. But here in the Senate, 

it seems that some of my Republican 
colleagues are siding with Putin and 
placing unrealistic conditions on aid to 
Ukraine. 

But we are not giving up. We are 
going to keep pushing, and we will suc-
ceed. Whether it is aid to Israel or aid 
to Ukraine or aid for Taiwan or hu-
manitarian aid for the people of Gaza 
or keeping the government open or 
avoiding default, Republicans must 
shun doing the thing that some hard- 
right Republicans want them to do: 
take issues that, on their own, have 
strong bipartisan support and inject 
them with toxic provisions that make 
it impossible to get anything done. 
That is what happened last week with 
the House Israel bill. It is what is hap-
pening this week with a Senate GOP 
immigration proposal. 

At a moment when the world is in 
crisis, when our friends abroad need 
our help, when our troops face in-
creased attacks in Iraq and Syria, and 
with a government shutdown looming 
over us, this moment calls for biparti-
sanship. This moment calls for Repub-
licans and Democrats to be realistic 
and clear-eyed about what we can pass 
through both Chambers on immigra-
tion, border, and all other issues. 

Israel, Ukraine, civilians in Gaza, the 
Indo-Pacific, all of these things have 
bipartisan support in both Chambers. 
All of them deal with our national se-
curity. None of them should be turned 
into bargaining chips for hard-right 
policies. We must win on all of them. 

Now, it has been over a month since 
Israel endured the deadliest terrorist 
attack in her entire history. There are 
still over 250 hostages held by Hamas, 
including American hostages and 
women and children. We promised to 
send Israel aid as soon as we could, and 
we will work hard—hopefully, in a bi-
partisan way—to get this done. 

In the last 2 days, I have spoken with 
senior officials in the Israeli govern-
ment—including President Isaac 
Herzog, Prime Minister Netanyahu, De-
fense Minister Gallant, Minister Gantz, 
and Opposition Leader Lapid—and reit-
erated that the United States has 
Israel’s back in this dark hour. I made 
clear that 1 month after Hamas’ at-
tack, America’s commitment to Israel 
and to the Israeli people is ironclad, 
and America will always be Israel’s 
strongest ally. I assured them that I 
am doing everything to pass the Presi-
dent’s assistance package ASAP. 

In my conversations, I stressed to 
Israeli leaders that as Israel works to 
radically reduce the threat of Hamas, 
which they must do, they also have a 
responsibility to protect innocent Pal-
estinian civilian life. We know this is 
not easy, but it must be done. We must 
likewise work together to send critical 
humanitarian aid to innocent civilians 
in Gaza who have nothing to do with 
Hamas. 

I also strongly urged the Israeli gov-
ernment to quickly clamp down on set-
tler violence against and displacement 
of Palestinian civilians in the West 

Bank. Violence and displacement 
against these Palestinian civilians are 
not just wrong, it risks spreading the 
current crisis beyond Gaza at a time 
when Israel and America are working 
hard to deter other actors from taking 
advantage of the situation. In the long 
run, it also makes it much harder to 
achieve a two-state solution, which I 
support and which the vast majority of 
Americans support, and which Hamas 
does not. 

We also talked about my meetings 
with the families of the hostages. I 
shared how I was moved by the stories 
of families of hostages held by Hamas 
whom I met in Israel and in the United 
States, and I discussed the need to lo-
cate and secure the release of all hos-
tages held by Hamas through all means 
possible. 

Finally, I encouraged Israeli leaders 
to do all they can to support the Sen-
ate’s comprehensive packnage, includ-
ing robust humanitarian assistance for 
Gaza, so that innocent civilians, who 
have nothing to do with Hamas, can 
get the food, water, and necessities 
they need. 

At every point during my conversa-
tion with Israeli leaders, one idea re-
mained constant: We will stand strong 
with Israel. We will support Israel’s 
right to defend themselves, and we will 
work hard to pass emergency assist-
ance for Israel and Ukraine and hu-
manitarian assistance for Gaza and the 
Indo-Pacific as soon as we can. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 
Mr. President, finally, on judges, last 

night, the Senate reached a major 
milestone. We confirmed our 100th 
woman and our 150th judge overall to 
the Federal bench since Democrats 
took the majority. It is not only double 
the amount confirmed by President 
Trump in all his 4 years, it is signifi-
cantly more women than any full term 
of any President. 

We are going to hold more votes 
today. We will begin by confirming 
Ramon Reyes, Jr., as district judge for 
the Eastern District of New York, who 
will become only the second Hispanic 
man to sit on the Eastern District. We 
will also advance highly qualified 
judges and nominees—other ones—in 
the afternoon. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 

The Republican leader is recognized. 
SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDING 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
challenges facing America and our al-
lies today are not an a la carte menu of 
projects we can address at our leisure. 
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No. The most dangerous threats we 
face are all linked together—all linked 
together. 

Take it from the author of the last 
administration’s National Security 
Strategy. Russia, Iran, and China ‘‘see 
the U.S. as weak and in decline’’ and 
are willing ‘‘to put aside their dif-
ferences to collude against American 
interests.’’ They are extraordinarily 
willing. 

Finland is investigating a case of sus-
pected sabotage by a Chinese ship 
against an undersea communications 
cable and gas line connecting the new-
est member of NATO to Estonia—one 
of the alliance’s most stalwart backers 
of Ukraine. 

Putin’s Russia is reportedly helping 
Iran develop a space launch vehicle—a 
critical step toward building inter-
continental ballistic missiles. In re-
turn, Iran isn’t just sending Russia ka-
mikaze drones to kill Ukrainians; it is 
helping build an entire drone factory— 
a drone factory—on Russian soil. 

A Russia state energy company is re-
portedly providing China with highly 
enriched uranium. China is swarming 
social media platforms with pro-Hamas 
propaganda and protecting both Iran 
and Russia in the U.N. Security Coun-
cil. 

America doesn’t have the luxury of 
facing these threats individually. Our 
ability to contend with complex, si-
multaneous threats is exactly what our 
adversaries are testing: a Russian war 
in Europe, Chinese aggression in Asia, 
Iran-backed terror in the Middle East, 
and a southern border that is dan-
gerously lacking in credible enforce-
ment. This is the reality we face right 
now. The Biden administration’s sup-
plemental request falls short of ade-
quately addressing all of these linked 
threats. 

Let me explain again what this mo-
ment actually requires. 

In Europe, the administration needs 
to provide a clear strategy for a 
Ukrainian victory. That means 
prioritizing the lethal military capa-
bilities Ukraine needs right now—no 
more half measures, no more hesi-
tation. 

As former Secretary of State Pompeo 
put it last week, Americans should be 
‘‘accelerating the flow of weapons and 
ammunition to Kyiv’’ because aban-
doning Ukraine would bolster our ad-
versaries. 

We should be empowering Agency in-
spectors general to continue the un-
precedented oversight and account-
ability work we have built into U.S. as-
sistance since the beginning of Putin’s 
escalation last year. We should con-
tinue to invest in expanding America’s 
defense industrial base both to replace 
capabilities Ukraine is using with 
newer for our own use and to ramp up 
production of the ones Israel, Taiwan, 
and our Indo-Pacific allies and partners 
need. 

In Israel’s case, it is especially im-
portant that we take stringent meas-
ures to ensure no humanitarian assist-

ance bound for the people of Gaza can 
be intercepted by Hamas terrorists. 

I have said before, for any of this sup-
plemental security funding to pass the 
Senate, we will also need to implement 
serious policy changes at the southern 
border. Senate Republicans will not 
rubberstamp the Biden administra-
tion’s bailout for a problem it created. 
We are focused on policies to slow the 
flow—slow the flow—of illegal migra-
tion and secure the border. 

America’s strategic goals are crystal 
clear: degrade Russian military 
strength and prevent major war in Eu-
rope; reestablish credible deterrence 
against Iran and its terrorist networks; 
grow our defense industrial base to 
equip our military and our allies in the 
Indo-Pacific to raise the costs of Chi-
nese aggression; and restore real border 
security right here at home. That is ex-
actly what the Senate should be fo-
cused on. 

ANTI-SEMITISM 
Now, Mr. President, on another mat-

ter, since October 7, a nationwide reck-
oning with the ancient scourge of anti- 
Semitism has centered on America’s 
most elite academic institutions, and 
the eye of the storm has been a cadre 
of the country’s most radical leftist 
faculty. 

Recently, the University of Califor-
nia’s Ethnic Studies Faculty Council 
released a letter condemning Israel as 
a ‘‘globally acknowledged apartheid.’’ 
The council called the UC system’s of-
ficial response, which correctly identi-
fied the butchery committed by Hamas 
and Palestinian Islamic jihad as ter-
rorism, irresponsible, and it claimed 
for itself the mantle of moral—moral— 
authority. 

Well, of course, tenured Marxists do 
not have to worry much about real- 
world consequences, but university ad-
ministrators, recruiters, fundraisers, 
and students—well, they do. 

So, in response to this faculty 
group’s terrorist propaganda, one mem-
ber of the University of California’s 
Board of Regents published a strongly 
worded letter of his own. Here is what 
he said: 

Let me be crystal clear with no ifs, ands, 
or buts—I . . . will do everything in my 
power to protect our Jewish students, and 
for that matter, everyone . . . from your in-
flammatory and out of touch rhetoric. 

Unfortunately, too many other ad-
ministrators have been unable or un-
willing to speak with such moral clar-
ity, and the consequences for their in-
stitutions are actually piling up. 

The billionaire philanthropist who 
just a few years ago made the biggest 
donation in the history of Penn’s 
Wharton School is now leading a revolt 
among influential donors that 
stretches across the Ivy League. He has 
pledged to close his checkbook, and by 
one account, he is talking to ‘‘half of 
Wall Street,’’ urging them to do like-
wise. One prominent national law firm 
has gone as far as setting up a legal as-
sistance hotline for students experi-
encing anti-Semitism on campus. 

Apparently, the most successful 
alumni of the most elite schools in 
America want nothing—nothing—to do 
with institutions that aid or abet anti- 
Semitism. Well, good for them. Good 
for them. 

And it is not just private funding on 
the line. This week, the Secretary of 
Education called a play from his Re-
publican predecessor’s playbook and 
told major universities that he was 
willing to use title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act to withhold Federal funds if 
they permit anti-Semitic discrimina-
tion on their campuses. Of course, the 
Secretary couldn’t help but couch his 
warning in ‘‘both sides’’ rhetoric about 
Islamophobia, as has been the Biden 
administration’s practice in the past 
month. 

Well, tomorrow, our colleagues on 
the HELP Committee will convene a 
roundtable discussion addressing the 
topic at hand: a glaring rise in anti-Se-
mitic hate on campuses. I am very 
grateful to Ranking Member CASSIDY 
for leading this effort to highlight the 
legal responsibility universities have 
to protect Jewish students. 

As our former colleague, the presi-
dent of the University of Florida, put it 
without hesitation after October 7, 
‘‘our Constitution protects the rights 
of people to make abject idiots of 
themselves.’’ 

Fortunately, the Constitution also 
protects our right to condemn these 
people in the strongest possible terms. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip. 

JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, over the 
past 2 years, something profound has 
taken place on this Senate floor. We 
have been building one of the most im-
portant accomplishments of the Biden 
era’s administration: the confirmation 
of highly qualified, independent, even-
handed judges to the Federal bench. 

This week, the Senate will confirm 
the 150th lifetime judge since President 
Biden took office. This is a historic 
slate of judges who I believe will rule 
with reason and restraint. These judges 
respect the rule of law, adhere to prece-
dent, and, above all, answer only to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

Some Senate Republicans, including 
their leader, have not been shy in criti-
cizing these nominees. According to 
the minority leader’s retelling of his-
tory, under the former President, Sen-
ate Republicans ‘‘spent 4 years con-
firming staggeringly qualified and in-
credibly brilliant men and women to 
the courts.’’ I would like to set the 
record straight. 

For each judicial nominee who comes 
before the Senate, the American Bar 
Association conducts a nonpartisan 
peer review and ranks their qualifica-
tions. Those rankings are based on in-
tegrity, professional competence, and 
judicial temperament. 

During the Trump administration, 
Senate Republicans confirmed eight— 
eight—Trump nominees who were 
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found unqualified to serve on the Fed-
eral bench by the American Bar Asso-
ciation. Compare that to President 
Biden’s record. 

During the Biden administration, not 
one—not one—of the 150 judges we have 
confirmed had an unqualified rating— 
not one. So when I hear some Senate 
Republicans waxing about the glory 
days of judicial nominees under Presi-
dent Trump, I can’t help but wonder 
what they are talking about. 

Are they talking about that district 
court nominee who had never tried a 
case but had instead worked as a ghost 
hunter and written blog posts defend-
ing the Ku Klux Klan? 

What about another Trump trial 
court nominee who had never tried a 
case, never examined a witness, never 
taken a deposition, never argued a mo-
tion? 

Or the Sixth Circuit nominee who 
likened abortion to slavery? 

How about the Ninth Circuit nominee 
whose colleagues called him ‘‘arrogant, 
lazy, an ideologue, and lacking in 
knowledge of the day-to-day practice’’ 
of law? 

In addition, Senate Republicans re-
lied on increasingly absurd criticism in 
an attempt to undermine President 
Biden’s nominees. Some Republicans 
on the Senate Judiciary Committee 
criticized one of Biden’s nominees as 
soft on crime because she had dedi-
cated her career to exonerating wrong-
fully imprisoned individuals, mainly 
using DNA evidence. That is right. 
Senate Republicans argued that releas-
ing people from prison who did not ac-
tually commit the crime is somehow 
dangerous for society. 

Just last week, one of my Republican 
colleagues criticized a nominee who 
had served as a Federal prosecutor for 
16 years because he did not ask a judge 
to impose a sentence that was higher 
than the maximum sentence allowed 
by law in one case. 

Let me be clear. This nominee would 
have been asking a Federal judge to 
violate the law if he had made such a 
request. Those types of attacks are 
simply not credible. 

President Biden’s nominees are quali-
fied, and they have demonstrated im-
peccable temperament. 

Something that stands out about 
these nominees, aside from their excep-
tional qualifications and loyalty to the 
rule of law, is the professional and de-
mographic diversity they bring to the 
bench. When you go into a Federal 
courthouse today and look at the 
judges who are likely to be trying or 
deciding a case, you are going to find 
more diversity than ever before. 

Under President Biden, in fact, we 
have made history, confirming more 
Black women to the Federal circuit 
courts than all prior Presidents com-
bined. Of course, we also confirmed the 
first-ever Black woman to serve on the 
Supreme Court, Justice Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, and we have confirmed his-
toric numbers of Asian-American 
judges, Latino judges, and LGBTQ 
judges. 

It is not just demographic diversity 
that we have seen under President 
Biden. It is also professional diversity. 
In the past 2 years, we have confirmed 
more circuit judges with experience as 
public defenders than all prior Presi-
dents combined. 

For the record, I voted over and over 
again for former prosecutors—White 
males. The bench is made up of a lot of 
people whom I have voted for in the 
past, and I believe that they were 
ready for the job and competent to 
handle it. But we believe now that 
there should be more diversity, and 
this President is making sure the 
nominees sent our way meet that 
standard. 

We have confirmed State court 
judges, Federal magistrates, bank-
ruptcy judges, and prosecutors who 
have made significant and critical con-
tributions to this country’s justice sys-
tem. One of President Biden’s nominees 
served as a special prosecutor in the 
trial of Derek Chauvin for the murder 
of George Floyd. And we have con-
firmed jurists with experience pro-
tecting the rights of voters, the rights 
of workers, civil rights, women’s 
rights, and LGBTQ rights. 

Another notable aspect of this 
record—and this, I am very happy to 
report—is that the vast majority, near-
ly 90 percent, of all these judicial con-
firmations have been bipartisan. Even 
on the appellate courts, over three- 
quarters of President Biden’s nominees 
have received support from both sides 
of the aisle. This focus on qualified, 
consensus nominees goes a long way 
toward restoring trust and faith in our 
judiciary. 

Let me also remind you that, in the 
first 2 years of the Biden administra-
tion, we had a 50–50 Senate and a 50–50 
Judiciary Committee. We needed bipar-
tisanship for anything to work. 

The American people deserve Federal 
judges who not only look like America 
but understand what it means to be an 
American. That is an important part of 
our work that we began under Presi-
dent Biden. It is a work we must finish. 

We celebrate these 150 judges, and we 
will continue elevating jurists who are 
qualified, principled, and committed, 
above all, to protecting our constitu-
tional rights. The American people de-
serve nothing less. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

VETERANS DAY 
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, engraved 

on a wall at the Korean Veterans Me-
morial in Washington, DC, are these 
words: ‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ 

‘‘Freedom is not free.’’ 

It is a stark reminder that our free-
dom has come at a cost; that it has 
been bought and paid for in blood, in 
dark days and terrifying nights of bat-
tle, in fear and loneliness, in Christ-
mases and holidays and birthdays 
spent far from home, in visible wounds 
and in invisible wounds. 

And on Veterans Day, above all, we 
remember this. We remember that we 
live in peace and freedom because men 
and women have answered our coun-
try’s call, have stepped up and said, ‘‘I 
will serve,’’ and have paid a price for 
that service. 

One of my greatest honors as a U.S. 
Senator is having the opportunity to 
interact with military veterans. And in 
addition to meeting veterans around 
South Dakota, I have had the immense 
privilege of visiting with veterans who 
come to Washington, DC, on Honor 
Flights. 

For anyone not familiar with the or-
ganization, Honor Flight is a nonprofit 
that exists to bring military veterans 
to Washington, DC, to visit the memo-
rials that have been created in their 
honor. 

At its inception, it focused on bring-
ing World War II veterans to DC, but 
now, with members of the ‘‘greatest 
generation’’ few and far between, 
Honor Flights have been filling up with 
veterans of Korea and Vietnam as well 
as critically ill veterans from all eras. 

I have been lucky enough to partici-
pate in three Honor Flight visits so far 
this year, organized by Midwest Honor 
Flight, which is our local Honor Flight 
hub in South Dakota. And the chance 
to interact with these heroes who have 
sacrificed to defend and preserve Amer-
ican freedoms is not something I take 
for granted. Seeing the look in their 
eyes as they visit the memorials— 
knowing that for some it will be the 
last opportunity they have to visit—is 
a profound privilege and a reminder of 
all these men and women have given 
for our country. 

It is also deeply moving to hear from 
the family members who accompany 
these veterans, a number of whom have 
told me how cathartic these visits have 
been for their loved ones—sometimes 
marking the first time they really 
talked about their wartime experience. 

On multiple occasions when I have 
been down at the memorials visiting 
with Honor Flight veterans, I have 
seen students with school groups come 
up to these veterans and thank them. 
It is really an amazing thing to wit-
ness. And it has made me reflect on 
just how important it is that children 
have these opportunities to see and 
thank our veterans and to understand 
what they have given us. 

Ronald Reagan once said that free-
dom is always only one generation re-
moved from extinction. It can’t be 
passed on in the bloodstream. It has to 
be fought for and defended and handed 
down for our children to do the same or 
one day we will spend our sunset years 
telling our children’s children what it 
was once like to live in the United 
States of America where men are free. 
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Freedom is, indeed, a fragile thing. It 

is easy to take it for granted when you 
have it. But it is not a guarantee, and 
it must, indeed, be fought for and de-
fended constantly by each generation. 

Seeing those schoolchildren interact 
with veterans who have helped secure 
our freedom reminded me of the impor-
tance of handing down an under-
standing of that freedom to our chil-
dren, of teaching them just what our 
military men and women have fought 
and died for, and of reminding them 
that it will be their responsibility to 
preserve it. 

Seeing those schoolchildren and vet-
erans interact also reminded me that 
we should hold up our veterans to 
young people, not just as examples to 
revere but as examples to imitate. We 
should make sure that young people 
know that serving their country in the 
U.S. military is one of the noblest 
paths that they could take and that 
while military life is a life of sacrifice, 
it is also a life of meaning and purpose, 
one that offers pride and brotherhood 
and the lasting knowledge that your 
labor has made a difference. 

On Veterans Day and every day, I am 
grateful to those who have answered 
our Nation’s call and taken up arms in 
defense of liberty. May God bless all 
the men and women who serve or have 
served in the U.S. military and may He 
help us to live lives worthy of their 
sacrifice. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

ANTI-SEMITISM 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today to talk about 
this dangerous rise that we are seeing 
in anti-Semitism. We are seeing it in 
this country, and we are seeing it all 
around the world. 

One of the most important vows that 
our Nation made to the Jewish people 
is the vow of ‘‘never again.’’ I have a 
simple question. Are we doing every-
thing that we can to keep that vow in 
the wake of October 7 and the Hamas 
terrorist attack against Israel? A 
month ago, Hamas killed more Jews in 
a single day than at any time since the 
Holocaust. Yet some students, profes-
sors, and public officials in our country 
are indulging and even endorsing this 
act, which to me is torture and mass 
murder, and anyone who has witnessed 
the videos could say nothing but tor-
ture and mass murder. 

Once again, the Jewish people are 
being threatened simply for who they 
are and for what they believe. It is hap-
pening to individuals all around the 
country and around the world. There 
are those who are praising the horrific 

mass murder, torture, and kidnapping 
of Jews by Hamas terrorists. Some of 
that praise is even coming from right 
here in Washington, DC, and across our 
country. 

Anti-Semitic incidents of vandalism, 
harassment, and assault are up almost 
400 percent compared to this time a 
year ago. In October of 2022, there were 
64 total anti-Semitic incidents re-
ported in America. October 7, 2023—the 
day Hamas attacked Israel—since that 
day to today, over 300 reported inci-
dents. That is a 400-percent increase 
compared to last year, and that is in 
America alone. 

Anti-Semitism is festering on college 
campuses. You probably heard about 
several of these incidents. Fifty-one 
student groups, including at Berkeley, 
the University of Michigan, and UCLA, 
signed a letter in support of Hamas’s 
brutal terrorist, murderous attacks. 
Students at George Washington Uni-
versity, right here, located in our Na-
tion’s Capital, held a vigil that they 
described as a ‘‘Vigil for the Martyrs of 
Palestine.’’ And they projected ‘‘Glory 
to our Martyrs’’ right on the library 
wall. It is disturbing and it is hateful. 

A pro-Hamas mob at Cooper Union 
University in New York City stormed 
the library. The mob started banging 
on doors and windows. Jewish students 
were trapped. They feared for their 
lives. Eventually, they had to be es-
corted to safety. No one has been pun-
ished. 

A Cornell student was arrested last 
week for posting anti-Semitic death 
threats on the school’s messaging 
boards. Weeks earlier, a Cornell pro-
fessor said he was exhilarated by 
Hamas’s brutality. Students at Tulane 
University, which is 40 percent Jewish, 
were also attacked. Pro-Hamas pro-
testers tried to burn an Israeli flag. 
One speaker at Princeton University 
went so far as to equate Israel with 
Nazi Germany. After a mass murder of 
innocent Jewish mothers, fathers, chil-
dren, and Holocaust survivors, radical 
students and professors in this country 
have the gall to compare the Jews to 
those who sought to systemically kill 
them during the holocaust. 

Let’s imagine that we are Jewish stu-
dents who go to these schools and live 
in these communities. Here is how one 
Jewish student describes her situation 
on campus. This young lady said: 

It is terrifying to see classmates call for 
violence against Jews so confidently and so 
publicly. 

In other words, for many Jewish stu-
dents, ‘‘never again’’ has turned into 
‘‘nowhere is safe.’’ 

The University of Wyoming, rightly, 
has called out the evil in the wake of 
the terrorist attack against Israel. Our 
University President, Ed Seidel, and 
our Provost, Kevin Carman, condemned 
the ‘‘heinous . . . acts of terrorism’’ 
against Israel. Every university should 
do the same. 

America can’t turn its back on the 
Jewish people of Israel or on Israel. 
That is exactly what I fear we are see-
ing right now. 

Hamas’s brutality is front page news 
every single day. Israel is clear-eyed in 
its mission to destroy Hamas. Instead 
of standing shoulder to shoulder with 
our closest ally in the Middle East, the 
Biden administration is currently call-
ing for a ‘‘pause.’’ The United Nations’ 
120 members recently voted in favor of 
a resolution calling for a cease-fire. In 
the House of Representatives right 
down the hall, a group of Members 
known as the Squad are also demand-
ing a cease-fire. I didn’t hear them call 
for a cease-fire when Hamas attacked 
Israel. They only want Israel to stop 
defending itself. That is the role of the 
Squad. 

There already was a cease-fire before 
October 7. Hamas broke that cease-fire. 
More than 1,400 innocent Israelis and 
Americans are now dead. A pause or a 
cease-fire now would only help Hamas 
dig in and rearm. I am against a pause. 
I am against a cease-fire. America 
should never take action that could 
help terrorists prevail. To me, that is 
what a cease-fire would do. 

Instead of a cease-fire, we need to 
cease paying Hamas; we need to cease 
paying Iran; and we need to cease being 
silent in the face of anti-Semitism. 

Moments like this are very con-
cerning and also moments like this are 
very clarifying. America has existed 
from the very beginning to protect our 
freedom of religion. As President 
George Washington wrote in a letter to 
a Newport synagogue in 1790—he said 
America promises to give ‘‘bigotry no 
sanction.’’ 

America stands on the values of re-
spect and toleration. 

When we vowed ‘‘never again,’’ we 
meant it and continue to mean it 
today. As we confront the worst mas-
sacre of Jews since the Holocaust, our 
entire Nation must do everything we 
can to keep our word. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to bring attention to a problem 
that is plaguing our great country. 

Americans and the rest of the world 
woke up on October 7 to horrific scenes 
in Israel, and the ensuing news reports 
of Hamas’s terrorist attack brought to 
light even more gruesome details— 
thousands of innocent Israelis slaugh-
tered, babies decapitated, people 
burned alive, horrific scenes of bru-
tality and brazen disregard for human-
ity by Hamas terrorists. Israel and 
American hostages are still awaiting 
rescue. 

These past few weeks following the 
terrorist attack, there has been a 
frightening rise of anti-Semitism, par-
ticularly on college campuses and from 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:28 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G08NO6.008 S08NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5412 November 8, 2023 
younger generations in America’s 
major cities. 

Jewish students at Cooper Union in 
New York City had to shelter in a li-
brary while pro-Palestinian students 
banged on windows and doors in a 
frightening incident. Anonymous post-
ers on a Cornell message board threat-
ened violence, all while a Cornell pro-
fessor proclaimed Hamas terrorist at-
tacks to be ‘‘exhilarating’’ and ‘‘ener-
gizing.’’ Countless videos show stu-
dents and even teachers tearing down 
missing posters for Israeli hostages. 
The list goes on and on. 

Some may be surprised by these inci-
dents, but for those who have been pay-
ing attention, it is anything but shock-
ing. For years, the American left has 
embraced identity politics—DEI and 
critical race theory. For years, stu-
dents at some of this country’s most 
elite colleges have had this race essen-
tialism, this oppressor-versus-op-
pressed ideology, hammered into their 
heads. 

They have tried to make moral 
equivalence between Israel and Hamas. 
Every single situation or issue is 
viewed through the lens of race or 
other immutable characteristics. 

If you don’t rank high enough on the 
totem pole of grievances or score well 
on the oppression matrix, well, then 
your views aren’t as important. Being 
right has taken a back seat to your 
skin color. 

DEI and CRT are fruit of the poi-
sonous tree of cultural Marxism, and it 
is playing out right now in our streets. 
The proof is in the numbers as well. A 
Harvard CAPS/Harris poll states that 
when voters were asked whom they 
sided with in the Israeli-Hamas con-
flict, 95 percent of voters age 65 or 
older said Israel, while only 5 percent 
said Hamas. In the 18-to-24 age range, 
52 percent said Israel, while 48 percent 
said Hamas. That is a startling genera-
tional divide and shows just how en-
trenched this divisive ideology is. 

This ideology completely strips peo-
ple of their individuality. Ideas don’t 
really matter as much as what the per-
son speaking looks like. It is com-
pletely antithetical to the core tenets 
of our Constitution and the American 
experiment. It places an unhealthy em-
phasis on race. It strips people of their 
dignity and the many layers that de-
fine us. It rips away the ties that bind 
us, and that is exactly the point for 
these cultural Marxists. 

We need to return to the American 
idea—equality of opportunity, not cer-
tainty of outcome or so-called equity. 
We need to prioritize merit over char-
acteristics that people have no control 
over. We need to push back against the 
poisonous DEI and CRT ideology—an 
ideology that has even made its way 
into grade schools, where school-age 
kids are being forced to participate in 
things called a privilege walk. Until we 
do that, we will continue to see more 
race essentialism from groups like 
Black Lives Matter and more chants of 
‘‘from the river to the sea.’’ That is not 

what America is about, but we better 
get real about the problem before it is 
too late to fix it. 

NOMINATION OF RAMON ERNESTO REYES, JR. 
Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today 

the Senate will vote to confirm Ramon 
Reyes to the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of New York. 

Judge Reyes received his B.S. from 
Cornell University, his J.D. from 
Brooklyn Law School, and his LL.M. 
from NYU Law School. 

Judge Reyes began his legal career 
with the New York City Council as a 
legislative attorney. After taking a 
year to clerk for Judge David Trager 
on the Eastern District, he spent 3 
years in private practice before joining 
the U.S. attorney’s office in the South-
ern District of New York as an assist-
ant U.S. attorney. While in the U.S. at-
torney’s office, Judge Reyes handled a 
wide range of civil and criminal mat-
ters, including cases involving civil 
rights violations, healthcare fraud, 
false claims, and environmental issues. 
In 2004, he was appointed deputy chief 
of appeals. 

In recognition of his broad experience 
and legal acumen, including three jury 
trials and three bench trials as an 
AUSA, Judge Reyes was appointed in 
2006 to serve as a Federal magistrate 
judge in the Eastern District of New 
York. Since taking the bench, he has 
presided over 33 trials that cover a 
range of issues including criminal mat-
ters, employment suits, and civil rights 
cases. 

The American Bar Association unani-
mously rated Judge Reyes as ‘‘well 
qualified,’’ and he has the strong sup-
port of Senators SCHUMER and GILLI-
BRAND. 

I will be supporting his nomination, 
and I urge my colleagues to do so, as 
well. 

Mr. SCHMITT. I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

HICKENLOOPER). The clerk will call the 
roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I would re-
quest that the scheduled vote be initi-
ated. 

VOTE ON REYES NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Reyes nomination? 

Mr. REED. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 48, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 299 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—48 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 

Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Scott (SC) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 373, Char-
lotte A. Burrows, of the District of Colum-
bia, to be a Member of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission for a term ex-
piring July 1, 2028. (Reappointment) 

Bernard Sanders, Catherine Cortez 
Masto, Jack Reed, Richard J. Durbin, 
Ben Ray Luján, Peter Welch, Alex 
Padilla, Brian Schatz, Robert P. Casey, 
Jr., Tina Smith, Tammy Baldwin, 
Jeanne Shaheen, Christopher A. Coons, 
Patty Murray, Benjamin L. Cardin, 
Sheldon Whitehouse, Tammy 
Duckworth. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Charlotte A. Burrows, of the District 
of Columbia, to be a Member of the 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com-
mission for a term expiring July 1, 2028 
(Reappointment), shall be brought to a 
close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 
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The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The yeas andnays resulted—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 300 Ex.] 
YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Ernst Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). On this vote, the yeas are 
51, the nays are 47. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Charlotte A. 
Burrows, of the District of Columbia, 
to be a Member of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission for a 
term expiring July 1, 2028 (Reappoint-
ment). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

BIDENOMICS 
Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, I 

rise today, really, to speak on behalf of 
the American people that I represent— 
and those are my great West Vir-
ginians—but Americans all across the 
country—many, many of whom have 
been left behind in President Biden’s 
pursuit of Bidenomics and who are di-
rectly feeling the scars that his admin-
istrative policies have left on the 
American dream. 

American families are experiencing 
ever-increasing financial pressure due 
to the state of our Nation’s economy, 
which is jeopardizing our ability to 
succeed. And it is jeopardizing our abil-
ity to feel confident. 

It is simply unfair that Americans 
are compromised at every turn due to 
inflation—increased interest rates, 
costly regulations, and tax hikes on es-
sential items that we all need to live. 

But not only is this unfair, but for a 
country as strong and resourceful as 
our country is, it is unacceptable. 

So let’s just take a quick refresher 
on what exactly Bidenomics means. 
What began as sort of an ambiguous 
term to recognize the economic poli-
cies of this administration has quickly 
come to mean one thing: You are 
spending more and getting less. 

It means that we see inflation reach 
a 40-year high and remain persistently 
above the Fed’s target rate and pre- 
Biden administration levels. It also 
means that mortgage rates would 
reach and remain at a 30-year record 
and that interest rates would rise at 
the fastest pace over the last four dec-
ades. 

It is just truly astounding that the 
difference in interest that Americans 
are paying now, compared to what they 
were paying just last year. Look at 
some of your statements, and you will 
see it. The Fed aggressively raised in-
terest rates 11 times between early 2022 
and now, from nearly zero to 5.5 per-
cent in less than 2 years. 

The historic increase comes at a cost. 
It comes at a cost that Americans have 
to pay and is making that dream of af-
fording a home, buying a new car, or 
building a business seemingly impos-
sible. 

Bidenomics means that consumer 
prices are skyrocketing, and it means 
that everything from groceries to en-
ergy to gasoline will stay at nearly 
unaffordable levels. 

Well, we just saw it last week with 
the Halloween candy. I saw several 
comparisons of how much more Hal-
loween candy was this year than last. 
And you know what? We are going to 
see it again when we all gather at 
Thanksgiving and we look at the cost 
of providing a family meal. 

President Biden refers to Bidenomics 
as an ‘‘investment in America.’’ But 
the reality is Bidenomics is making 
sure that Americans have nothing left 
to invest. Nor do they have anything in 
their savings accounts. We see lots of 
studies on this. We can’t invest in our 
small businesses, not investing in re-
pairing and replacing your home, and, 
certainly, not investing in the future of 
our families. 

I hear about this from West Vir-
ginians every single time I go home, 
which is every weekend. I had the op-
portunity to hear the story of a gen-
tleman who owns a bus company that 
operates in West Virginia. 

The challenges his business is facing 
come from all levels. He owns 38 buses, 
but not all of them are operational. In 
addition to elevated fuel costs, he can-
not find enough drivers. So workforce 
shortages are everywhere, and lin-
gering supply chain issues have ham-
pered his ability to conduct much need-
ed maintenance. He said that even 

when he gets a bus rolling and the 
group asks: Let’s stop for some food—I 
think often, when we see a bus stop-
ping for food and we are wanting to get 
some food at the same restaurant, we 
keep going because we know what that 
means—but he says, often he as the 
driver of the bus is often met by res-
taurant owners in the parking lot who 
say that their staffing shortages are 
preventing them from being able to 
provide service to the passengers. 

And that is just one interaction, but 
it proves the multifaceted challenges 
created by Bidenomics, the growing 
negative impact that these policies 
have made, and the handcuffs that are 
being placed on business owners that 
prevent them from doing their jobs. 

Sustained high inflation and interest 
rates mean that operating costs are at 
levels where, even if prices are raised, 
business owners can’t reinvest into 
their business or hire to maintain a 
good workforce. 

And because they are forced to raise 
prices, those costs are passed on to the 
consumer who continues to make dif-
ficult choices about how they will 
spend their money. 

Additionally, I hear from West Vir-
ginians who are facing difficulties as 
they are beginning to start their adult 
lives. They have graduated from 
school; they have got a job; maybe got-
ten married, thinking about maybe 
starting a family and a life together. 
But due to rising interest rates, high 
inflation, and stagnated wages, they 
are unable to do so. It is unaffordable. 

These are children who came of age 
in the time of economic success, who 
saw how their parents were able to pro-
vide for them, but they are unable to 
use that blueprint now because of 
Bidenomics. 

This shows the direct damage, I 
think, that the President and his poli-
cies have inflicted on the American 
people and the American dream and 
the disadvantages that some of our 
children will continue to grapple with 
if we do not change course soon. 

For reasons I do not understand, 
President Biden continues to travel the 
country to try to claim credit and con-
vince people that the state of the econ-
omy is good for them. The President 
has the right, certainly, to take that 
credit. But my question is, Why would 
he want to do it? I don’t think he has 
done his own grocery shopping lately. 
And anytime you are in the grocery 
store, you can see what is going on. 

So truth be told, I think he is selling 
us—he is trying to sell us a false bill of 
goods, one that the American people 
are not buying because, you know 
what? There again, they can’t afford 
to. They can’t afford to. 

Recent polls show that 76 percent of 
Americans think that our country is on 
the wrong track, and 66 percent—that 
is two-thirds of all Americans—rate 
our Nation’s economy as bad. These 
numbers shouldn’t surprise any of us, 
as Americans are continuing to feel the 
squeeze. 
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American workers are continually 

becoming increasingly concerned that 
they won’t have enough to retire as 
they had originally planned. The opti-
mism of our small business owners is 
continuing to decline and the credit 
card debt is rising, and it is being car-
ried by Americans as it hits a new 
record of over $1 trillion. 

On top of all of this, the dis-
appointing October jobs report saw un-
employment rise and manufacturing 
decline. So Americans are concerned— 
deservedly so. 

One thing is clear: Our country can-
not continue on the path that 
Bidenomics has led us. It makes no 
sense to continue to focus Federal time 
and resources to push burdensome ESG 
government policies—that is environ-
ment, social, and corporate govern-
ment policies—instead of promoting 
pro-growth policies to help bring the 
United States out of the difficult re-
ality that our people are finding them-
selves in. Americans remember times 
of past economic success. The progress 
that was generated by lowering taxes, 
supporting small businesses, and in-
vesting in American energy and tech-
nology. 

Our Republican colleagues and I con-
tinue to craft solutions that we believe 
will promote fiscal responsibility, cut 
redtape, cut Executive overreach, and 
unleash the American energy that we 
have right here at home. Each of these 
areas is of vital importance to our 
economy and would provide the relief 
that American families need at a time 
when they need it the most. 

I encourage President Biden and my 
colleagues to heed the calls of the 
American people who face challenges 
in their pocketbooks every single day, 
every single trip they make to the gro-
cery store, every time they fill up their 
gas tank, every time they look at their 
checkbook. The focus should be on 
them, not on the President and the 
empty pursuit of Bidenomics. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Nebraska. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Madam President, 

last winter a restaurant and a bakery 
near Omaha NE, well, they both closed 
their doors. The restaurant owner said: 
We have to close. There is no way 
around it. The owner simply couldn’t 
keep up with food and labor costs that 
were going through the roof, costs that 
have been catapulting higher and high-
er ever since President Biden imple-
mented his so-called Bidenomics agen-
da. 

The bakery owner, well, she had a 
similar story as she closed her doors. 
She said that rising costs made it im-
possible to continue. Inflation took a 
sledgehammer to those small busi-
nesses as well as the livelihoods of 
their owners and their employees. That 
is Bidenomics in Nebraska. 

Starting and sustaining a family 
business is already a massive under-
taking. That work, combined with the 
burden of oppressive inflation, becomes 

too heavy for some families to carry. 
And the coming months may add even 
more to that heavy load. 

As we close in on the winter season, 
days are getting colder; days are get-
ting darker; and that means that many 
family-owned shops—well, they are 
going to lose significant business. 
Fewer customers are going to venture 
out to shop at small businesses and 
they will do it for fewer hours during 
the day and that is going to cut down 
on the amount of profit that these 
businesses make. 

But not only that, while profit de-
creases, costs will go up. Because it is 
colder, small businesses will spend 
more of their money on energy bills to 
heat the buildings. Winter in Nebraska, 
well, it can pose challenges for family- 
owned businesses every year. And this 
year, that is especially the case. 

Since President Biden took office, 
energy prices have risen by 44 percent. 
The burden of a higher energy bill dur-
ing the winter months is 44 percent 
heavier. Fuel oil is 51 percent more ex-
pensive. That is an astounding number. 
Electricity has gotten 26 percent more 
expensive, and natural gas, well, it is 22 
percent more expensive. 

This winter, there may be Nebraska 
businesses that follow in the footsteps 
of that Omaha restaurant and that 
Omaha bakery, losing so much money 
to inflation that they are going to be 
forced to close up shop. 

Spending hundreds more dollars on 
basic business necessities is 
unsustainable for a family-owned busi-
ness, and that is Bidenomics in Ne-
braska. 

Inflation burdens businesses, but 
that is not where it stops. Inflation is 
costing the average Nebraska house-
hold $988 a month. That is almost 
$12,000 more a year. Families are pay-
ing more for everything, from eggs to 
gas to their mortgage payments, and 
this October—for the second year in a 
row—candy. Candy inflation hit double 
digits. When buying Halloween candy 
contributes to a middle-class family’s 
financial struggle, we have got a seri-
ous problem. And that is Bidenomics in 
Nebraska. 

Nebraskans know Bidenomics isn’t 
working and so do the American peo-
ple. In a New York Times poll this 
weekend, 81 percent of respondents said 
that the economy is less than good. 
Over half said that economic condi-
tions are poor. Our economy is sick, 
and this administration is making it 
sicker with every reckless financial de-
cision. 

Since January 2021, this administra-
tion has been trigger-happy with 
heavy-handed regulations, instead of 
listening to people and putting a stop 
to these outrageous levels of inflation. 

We know how to heal the economy. It 
is just a matter of getting it done. The 
administration has got to stop with its 
reckless spending. The President needs 
to reverse course on damaging regula-
tions like his ineffective Inflation Re-
duction Act, and he certainly needs to 
refrain from passing more of it. 

We need to unleash American energy 
so our economy can breathe again. 
Bidenomics means sky-high prices, 
hollowed-out savings, and costly inter-
est rates. We can combat it with less 
spending, less regulation, and more 
American energy. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
Mr. SCHMITT. Madam President, the 

Biden administration is constantly try-
ing to sell Americans that the economy 
is improving. They offer miniscule 
morsels of improvement. The big pic-
ture shows an economy that is strug-
gling mightily, and Americans are 
struggling along with it. 

The Biden administration wants to 
tout Bidenomics as a success. Young 
Americans, families, elderly Ameri-
cans, and everyone in between are 
being crushed under the weight of eco-
nomic stagnation. According to the 
New York Times, 81 percent of Ameri-
cans rated economic conditions as 
‘‘fair’’ or ‘‘poor.’’ CBS News states that 
66 percent of Americans rate the na-
tional economy as ‘‘bad.’’ ABC News 
has a poll that says 76 percent of Amer-
icans say the country is headed in the 
wrong direction. About two in three 
Americans say their household ex-
penses have risen in the last year, but 
only one in four says their income has 
increased in the same period, according 
to an AP poll. 

Higher prices, stagnant wages, and 
skyrocketing interest rates are ham-
mering the American people across all 
demographics. 

Typically, young Americans are 
looking to buy a house, condo, or prop-
erty, and build some equity. It is a sta-
ple of building a fiscally healthy future 
and the foundation of the American 
dream. Not only can young people not 
afford homes with the current obscene 
interest rates, they can barely afford 
to keep their heads above water. 

While Biden tries to distract young 
voters with his climate alarmism and 
that the Earth is going to boil, it is ac-
tually Biden’s woeful mismanagement 
of the economy that is the real existen-
tial threat to the economy, the real ex-
istential threat to the American 
dream, the real existential threat to 
their future. Furthermore, it is Biden’s 
insane energy policies that have stifled 
domestic energy production and made 
everything more expensive. 

For families, it is even tougher in 
this economy. Household goods and 
food costs are more expensive now. 
Families are dipping into their savings 
and incurring more expenses and credit 
card debt, which is now at record lev-
els. 

Overall prices have risen 17 percent 
and are costing the average American 
household $940 more per month. For el-
derly Americans who are retired or 
who are about to retire, this economy 
poses a dire threat. Higher prices on 
everything doesn’t bode well for those 
on a fixed income, and with people dip-
ping into their retirement savings just 
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to cover the costs, it doesn’t bode well 
for those hoping to retire soon either. 

It turns out that, when you spend 
trillions and trillions and trillions of 
dollars you don’t have and declare war 
on domestic energy production, infla-
tion runs rampant. The cost of every-
thing goes up. That is what Americans 
are living through. They don’t need 
slogans. They are not buying it. No 
matter how many times he says 
Bidenomics is working, the American 
people are struggling with higher costs, 
and they know it is not. 

The antidote to the Bidenomics’ poi-
son is clear: Stop deficit spending. Be-
come energy dominant to ease the bur-
den on working families. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

ROSEN). The Senator from Nebraska. 
GOVERNMENT FUNDING AND BORDER SECURITY 
Mr. RICKETTS. Madam President, 

our Nation is facing many challenges 
at this point. Yet, this week, the ma-
jority leader doesn’t have us addressing 
them. Look around this room. There is 
nobody here. 

We should be voting Monday through 
Friday until we get our work done. We 
have a national debt that is almost $34 
trillion. That is $256,000 per household. 
That is about equal to a second mort-
gage for homeowners in Nebraska. 

We also have a humanitarian and se-
curity crisis at our southern border. I 
was just down there for the fourth 
time. What I saw was a humanitarian 
disgrace. Record numbers of illegal im-
migrants are crossing the border. Chil-
dren are being trafficked. People are 
dying. Cartels are profiting. The Biden 
administration is directly responsible 
for this humanitarian crisis. They 
should be ashamed of themselves. 

The Biden administration’s policies 
are also creating a major security cri-
sis. A record number of encounters 
with individuals on the Terror 
Watchlist has gone on when that num-
ber used to be in the single digits just 
in the past few years. 

Washington has an important role in 
dealing with these challenges. The 
ideal time to address them is through 
the appropriations process. As we all 
know, Congress must pass 12 appropria-
tions bills every year, and this would 
avoid a government shutdown. This 
year, for the first time in 5 years, the 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
passed out all 12 of those appropria-
tions bills. The first 2 came out on 
June 22, and the other 10 came in July. 

For months, the majority leader has 
refused to bring those bills to the floor 
for votes. We could have been amend-
ing those bills, debating those bills, 
and then voting on those bills. Instead, 
he has played games with the Senate’s 
calendar to try and force a false choice 
between a shutdown and more Big Gov-
ernment spending. 

As a result, we have missed the dead-
line for regular order. The short-term 
bill that we passed, which funds the 
government, runs out on November 17. 
That is just a little over a week from 

today. Once again, we are on the brink 
of another government shutdown, and 
the majority leader is still playing the 
same games. 

We should be debating. We should be 
amending. We should be voting on leg-
islation to fund the government and se-
cure our border right now. Instead, we 
have spent the entire week voting on 
nominations for a few blue State 
judges and the employment for some-
one to the National Institutes of 
Health. 

If that weren’t bad enough, once 
again, the majority leader will be send-
ing us home on Thursday afternoon for 
the weekend. The majority leader 
should have kept us in session Monday 
through Friday every week until all 
appropriations bills had passed. In-
stead, he chose to recess early or start 
voting late, week after week after 
week. He could have canceled our Octo-
ber State work period, like the House 
did. Many of my colleagues joined me 
in asking him to do so. He did not. The 
September shutdown face-off proved 
that there is no time to waste. 

Most Americans work Monday 
through Friday. In Nebraska, many of 
my constituents work longer hours 
than that. The U.S. Senate should 
work Monday through Friday. I know 
it is a crazy idea, but we could be here 
all week like normal Americans. We 
could work 8 a.m. until 5 or 6 p.m. like 
most Americans do. We should remain 
in DC until we complete our work of 
funding the government and securing 
the border. It is not a radical idea to 
suggest that we should have an open 
government and a closed border. 

So I will close with this: Let’s vote. 
Let’s do what it takes to get the job 
done for our constituents. I am com-
mitted to working with my colleagues 
to deliver meaningful results. Nebras-
kans and Americans across the country 
deserve no less. 

NOMINATION OF CHARLOTTE A. BURROWS 
Mr. SANDERS. Madam President, I 

support the nomination of Charlotte 
Burrows to be a Member of the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission, 
EEOC. Charlotte Burrows has been a 
member of the EEOC since 2015. She 
was first confirmed by the Senate by a 
vote of 93–2. When she was renominated 
in 2019, the Senate confirmed her by 
voice vote. I look forward to her being 
confirmed a third time. 

Charlotte Burrows is dedicated to en-
suring that the EEOC plays a critical 
role in addressing systemic discrimina-
tion and advancing equal opportunity. 
Her priorities include advancing pay 
equity, preventing unlawful retaliation 
and harassment, addressing the use of 
artificial intelligence and other tech 
tools in employment decisions, and 
protecting vulnerable workers, includ-
ing people with disabilities, older 
workers, temporary workers, and low- 
wage workers. 

During her tenure as Chair, Ms. Bur-
rows has helped rebuild the EEOC and 
its capacity to enforce Federal anti-
discrimination laws—restoring staffing 

levels to meet the public demand for 
agency services. Under Ms. Burrows’ 
leadership, the EEOC has secured more 
than $500 million in monetary relief for 
some 38,000 victims of employment dis-
crimination, and the EEOC has filed 
over 140 employment discrimination 
lawsuits in fiscal year 2023, a 50-percent 
increase over fiscal year 2022. 

Chair Burrows is committed to en-
suring that workers are aware of their 
rights and employers are aware of their 
responsibilities. To help accomplish 
this goal, in fiscal year 2022, EEOC con-
ducted over 3,300 outreach and training 
events and provided more than 225,000 
people nationwide with information 
about their rights and responsibilities 
in the workplace. In order to reach 
more vulnerable workers, the EEOC 
conducted 1,000 outreach events for 
vulnerable workers that reached nearly 
80,000 individuals. Often, these events 
were in partnership with local organi-
zations that know these vulnerable and 
underserved communities the best. 

During her time as Chair, she has 
overseen the implementation of the 
Pregnant Worker’s Fairness Act, in-
cluding advancing a bipartisan pro-
posed rule to implement this important 
and much-needed law. She has also ad-
vanced a much-needed proposal to up-
date harassment guidance and issued 
technical assistance on practices to 
prevent harassment in the Federal 
workplace. She has updated EEOC re-
sources related to individuals with vis-
ual disabilities and employment pro-
tections for Americans with disabil-
ities. 

Further, she launched the Artificial 
Intelligence and Algorithmic Fairness 
Initiative in 2021 to ensure that these 
systems are used in ways that reflect 
values of fairness and equality. The 
main goal of the Chair’s initiative is to 
assist applicants, workers, employers, 
and vendors to understand how Federal 
equal employment opportunity laws 
apply to these new technologies. Under 
her leadership, the EEOC is working to 
address potentially harmful uses of 
this technology in the workforce. 

Chair Burrows’ dedication to improv-
ing the lives of working families and 
making sure they receive the wages 
and benefits they deserve make her the 
right person to lead this agency. I 
thank her for her service, and I strong-
ly support her nomination to continue 
as Chair of the EEOC. 

Mr. RICKETTS. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Washington. 
VOTE ON BURROWS NOMINATION 

Ms. CANTWELL. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the vote 
occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Burrows nomi-
nation? 

Ms. CANTWELL. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 301 Ex.] 

YEAS—51 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Ernst Scott (SC) 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 310, Brandy 
R. McMillion, of Michigan, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Michigan. 

Richard J. Durbin, Tammy Duckworth, 
Mazie K. Hirono, Richard Blumenthal, 
Christopher A. Coons, Alex Padilla, 
Patty Murray, Sheldon Whitehouse, 
Debbie Stabenow, Tina Smith, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Chris Van Hollen, Tim 
Kaine, Brian Schatz, Christopher Mur-
phy, Peter Welch. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Brandy R. McMillion, of Michigan, 
to be United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, shall 
be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk called the roll. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 
are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 54, 
nays 44, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 302 Ex.] 

YEAS—54 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—44 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Ernst Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. BUT-
LER). On this vote, the yeas are 54, the 
nays are 44. 

The motion is agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The bill clerk read the nomination of 
Brandy R. McMillion, of Michigan, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY AD-
MINISTRATION RELATING TO 
‘‘WAIVER OF BUY AMERICA RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRIC VE-
HICLE CHARGERS’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session and proceed to 
the consideration of S.J. Res. 38, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A Joint resolution (S.J. Res. 38) providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration relating to ‘‘Waiver of Buy America 
Requirements for Electric Vehicle Char-
gers.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan. 

NOMINATION OF BRANDY R. MCMILLION 
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, 

first, I will speak more tomorrow about 
Brandy McMillion, whom we just for-
warded to a final confirmation vote to-
morrow. She is an extraordinary nomi-
nee for the district court in Michigan, 
and I so appreciate the bipartisan sup-
port today. 

S.J. RES. 38 
At this moment, Madam President, I 

rise in opposition to S.J. Res. 38. 
The result of passing this resolution 

is actually the opposite of what the 
sponsor is going to say. It reminds me 
a lot of last week when we were debat-
ing school meals and when what was 
argued was exactly the opposite of 
what it would do. This is one of those 
similar kinds of situations. So let me 
just explain this. 

Last Congress, we worked hard to 
pass the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act despite the opposition from 
the senior Senator from Florida, who is 
authoring this resolution, by the way. 
From fixing our roads and bridges and 
airports and railways to expanding 
high-speed internet and creating jobs, 
this was a great bill with a great bipar-
tisan effort. We are now seeing the pro-
found effects of this historic law in 
every corner of the country. 

The Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act included my Make It in Amer-
ica Act, which created, for the first 
time, a Made in America Office. This 
office is charged with reviewing waiv-
ers that have been around for a long 
time, toughening them up, requiring 
more transparency, in that any waiver 
be put on a website for businesses and 
workers and taxpayers to be able to 
see, and it ensured complying with 
other ‘‘Buy America’’ laws. 

So, as we are going forward on elec-
tric vehicles and electric vehicle charg-
ing, we have the administration now 
looking at waivers. We have a long-
standing waiver called the Manufac-
tured Products General Waiver. This 
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blanket waiver has been in effect since 
1983, and it has allowed foreign manu-
factured products to be used by the 
Federal Highway Administration. 

Our administration, the Biden ad-
ministration, doesn’t want to see that 
continue. So it put in place a short- 
term waiver. It took EV chargers out 
of that and put in place a short-term 
waiver until next July and said: We 
will give you a little bit of time, but 
then you are going to have to have 
American companies that are making 
EV chargers if we are going to buy 
them with Federal taxpayer dollars. 

So it was very significant in expand-
ing ‘‘Buy America’’ policies. Now, you 
will somehow hear the opposite. This is 
expanding ‘‘Buy America’’ policies by 
basically saying: Instead of a perma-
nent waiver, we will give you until 
July 1, 2024, to ensure that new char-
gers can meet ‘‘Buy America’’ require-
ments, and we can move forward with 
American-made products. So the key is 
temporary. This is temporary. 

Therefore, this resolution would ac-
tually weaken ‘‘Buy America’’ require-
ments. The resolution would result in 
EV chargers not needing to meet any 
U.S. manufacturing or any ‘‘Buy Amer-
ica’’ content requirements far in the 
future. This would significantly set 
back American jobs and American 
manufacturing. If you want American 
taxpayer dollars to be required to pur-
chase American-made products, includ-
ing EV chargers, you need to vote no 
on this resolution, and I urge my col-
leagues to do that. 

I am so pleased to be here with an-
other wonderful champion on this 
issue, Senator TAMMY BALDWIN from 
Wisconsin, who has really championed 
this effort in a very, very effective 
way. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wisconsin. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, I 

rise today to speak on the resolution 
submitted by Senator RUBIO of Florida. 
I wanted to also start with sort of an 
explanation of where we find ourselves. 

You hear the expression ‘‘Made in 
America’’ and ‘‘Buy America’’ policies. 
What are those? That is the simple 
proposition that when we are spending 
Federal tax dollars, your tax dollars, 
we want to see those ultimately benefit 
U.S. workers and U.S. small businesses 
and medium-size businesses. That is 
what ‘‘Make it in America’’ or ‘‘Buy 
America’’ policies accomplish. 

But I want to start also with what 
this Congressional Review Act resolu-
tion would do. This resolution would 
prohibit the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration’s February 2023 rule, which, as 
you heard from Senator STABENOW, re-
moves electric vehicle chargers from 
the Agency’s blanket ‘‘Buy America’’ 
waiver from taking effect. 

The Federal Highway Administra-
tion’s rule implements what we would 
call a phase-in policy or an onramp pol-
icy that increases ‘‘Buy America’’ re-
quirements for electric vehicle char-

gers. By July 2024, all EV chargers pur-
chased with Federal Highway Adminis-
tration dollars, your taxpayer dollars, 
must be in full compliance with the 
‘‘Build America,’’ ‘‘Buy America’’ 
rules. 

If you eliminate this rule, as the 
Rubio resolution would do, it would re-
move all ‘‘Buy America’’ restrictions 
for EV charger purchases, allowing 
Federal taxpayer dollars, your dollars, 
to buy chargers from China, which is 
rapidly scaling up their charger manu-
facturing in order to offer the lowest 
cost product. 

Because of this FHA rule, manufac-
turers are locating their facilities in 
the United States. For example, 
Ingeteam, the European market leader, 
has built a facility in Milwaukee, WI, 
where hundreds of union workers will 
make half a million EV chargers. This 
is because this rule requires EV char-
gers to be assembled in the United 
States when they are funded with Fed-
eral taxpayer dollars. 

Under the Rubio resolution, those re-
quirements go away. They vanish. The 
requirements go away because chargers 
will once again become subject to the 
Federal Highway Administration’s 
blanket waiver for manufactured prod-
ucts, which has been in place since 
1983. 

I am no fan of this blanket waiver. 
Since I got to the Senate, I have been 
pushing to get rid of it. Frustration 
with this waiver is one of the reasons I 
worked with my colleagues—Senators 
BROWN, PORTMAN, STABENOW, BRAUN, 
and PETERS—to get ‘‘Buy America’’ re-
quirements into the infrastructure law. 
Because of our work, that law requires 
the Federal Highway Administration 
to request public notice and comment 
on its blanket waiver—something it did 
in May of this year. 

If you are a Senator who opposes the 
Federal Highway Administration’s 
blanket waiver, like me, you might, 
say, submit a comment during the open 
comment period—something I did—or 
ask the Secretary of Transportation to 
commit to rescinding the blanket 
waiver in a committee hearing—some-
thing I did—or maybe even vote for the 
legislation that requires the Agency to 
review the waiver—something I did, 
along with 19 of my Republican col-
leagues. But the sponsor of this resolu-
tion, Senator RUBIO, did not do any of 
the things I just mentioned. It makes 
me think and the resolution itself sug-
gests that he is more interested in 
scoring political points rather than 
doing the hard work of increasing the 
number of products and the number of 
programs that are subject to ‘‘Buy 
America’’ requirements. 

That is why United Steelworkers, 
who represent thousands of workers in 
Wisconsin and in Florida and who actu-
ally make things—that is why they op-
pose this resolution, and that is why I 
encourage my colleagues to do the 
same. 

Am I fully satisfied with the job this 
administration has done to implement 

‘‘Buy America’’? The answer is no, I 
am not. But this resolution makes 
things worse, not better. If we want to 
improve the administration’s imple-
mentation of ‘‘Buy America,’’ we need 
to give Agencies the resources they 
need to do outreach to industry. 

I have supported ‘‘Buy America’’ for 
as long as I have been in the U.S. Con-
gress. It used to be a lonely battle, and 
it has been at times. So I am very 
pleased that I have many new allies on 
the Republican side of the aisle who 
claim to support ‘‘Buy America.’’ 

Welcome to the team. I look forward 
to working with you and to getting 
this administration the resources it 
needs to successfully implement ‘‘Buy 
America’’ instead of supporting this 
resolution that would make things 
worse. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Delaware. 
Mr. CARPER. Madam President, 

good afternoon. 
I rise to join my two colleagues who 

just spoke in opposition to S.J. Res. 38, 
a Congressional Review Act resolution 
to disapprove of the Biden administra-
tion’s temporary waiver of the ‘‘Buy 
American’’ requirements for the elec-
tric vehicle charging infrastructure. 

Why is this important? Why should 
Americans care about this issue? Well, 
we continue to see, on almost a daily 
basis, daily reminders that our planet 
is on fire. Scientists tell us that we are 
running out of time to reduce green-
house gas emissions and to avoid the 
worst of the climate crisis. The rest 
the world is looking at us. The rest of 
the world is looking at us, the United 
States, for leadership right now on this 
issue. Instead, we are voting on a reso-
lution that President Biden will cer-
tainly veto. That means it will not go 
into effect. 

Having said all of that, let me ex-
plain why I oppose the resolution of-
fered by our colleague from Florida. 
The way this resolution works is more 
than a little bit confusing, so let’s take 
a couple of minutes to try to make 
clear what it would actually do. My 
colleagues have already referred to 
this. To better understand that, it is 
important to understand how we got to 
this point. 

As I mentioned, addressing the exis-
tential threat of climate change is one 
of the most challenging events we cur-
rently face as a planet. We also know 
that our transportation sector, includ-
ing the cars, trucks, and vans on our 
roads, is the largest source of green-
house gas emissions in the U.S. econ-
omy. In fact, the cars, trucks, and vans 
we drive create nearly 30 percent of our 
greenhouse gas emissions in America. 

To that end, we included $7.5 bil-
lion—billion with a ‘‘b’’—in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law to help build 
out a national network of electric vehi-
cle charging infrastructure, supporting 
our climate goals and creating jobs— 
lots of jobs—right here in America. 

We are already seeing the impact of 
our investment. Since enacting the bi-
partisan infrastructure law nearly 2 
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years ago, the electric vehicle charging 
industry has announced investments of 
over $500 million in more than 40 plants 
for assembling American-made EV 
chargers. Let me say that again. The 
electric vehicle charging industry has 
announced investments of over $500 
million in more than 40 plants for as-
sembling American-made EV chargers. 
These plants in States like Michigan, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Illinois, and North 
Carolina are bringing more manufac-
turing jobs back to the United States— 
back to the United States. That means 
relying less on countries like China to 
enable our clean energy transition. 

If enacted, Senator RUBIO’s resolu-
tion would undermine this progress. 
His resolution would create greater un-
certainty for our domestic EV charging 
industry, directly contradicting our 
goal of having this equipment made 
and assembled right here in the U.S. of 
A. That is why groups like the AFL– 
CIO and, as we have just heard, the 
United Steelworkers oppose the Rubio 
resolution. They oppose it. The reason 
why they oppose it is because its adop-
tion would mean shipping jobs overseas 
instead of building our supply chain 
right here at home. 

So, in reality, this resolution would 
actually weaken ‘‘Buy American’’ re-
quirements. It would result in more EV 
charging products being built overseas, 
not here. It would undermine American 
workers and our Nation’s ability to be 
global leaders in electric vehicles. 

Put simply, a vote for this resolution 
is a vote against American manufac-
turing of EV chargers. That is why I 
oppose this resolution, and I urge my 
colleagues to do so as well. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
I am looking to see if there is anyone 

else to speak. I don’t see anyone, so I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REMEMBERING NESTOR R. WEIGAND, JR. 
Mr. MORAN. Madam President, 

today, I join many who mourn the 
passing and I honor the life of a Kansan 
I had the privilege of knowing and 
working with: Nestor R. Weigand, Jr. 

Mr. Weigand was a blessing to all 
who knew him, and he improved the 
lives of many around him each and 
every day of his life. 

He was raised in Wichita. Nestor’s 
family later moved to Minnesota, 
where he attended St. Thomas Acad-
emy school, and later graduated with a 
degree in finance from the University 
of Notre Dame in 1960. Nestor then 
went on to serve his country in the 
U.S. Army Reserve. 

Following his time in the Reserve, 
Nestor devoted much of his adult life 
to the real estate business. It was a 
tremendous passion of his. It wasn’t 

just a job; it was something he enjoyed 
and loved doing, something he found 
satisfaction in, in putting a buyer and 
a seller together, in making a project 
work. 

He originally joined the family real 
estate business in Kansas in 1961. His 
hard work led him to become the presi-
dent and CEO of J.P. Weigand & Sons 
in 1983. Through this role, he succeeded 
in building one of Kansas’s most re-
spected businesses. 

Continuing his passion for real es-
tate, Nestor was elected to be the 
president of the Kansas Association of 
Realtors in 1978 and eventually became 
the president of the National Associa-
tion of Realtors 10 years later. Nestor 
worked tirelessly in his role to improve 
the lives of Kansans and Americans by 
fighting for fair housing laws through-
out the country. 

Weigand real estate agent Alissa 
Unruh said: 

One of the most impressive of his personal 
attributes was that Nestor would call every 
employee and agent on their birthday like 
clockwork. [He] never missed my birthday in 
20 years. 

Nestor cared about details, and he 
cared about people. In 1990, with no 
prior political experience, Nestor made 
the decision to run for Governor of the 
State of Kansas, and while he ended up, 
by a very small margin, on the short 
end, his expertise and knowledge was 
something I truly admired and have 
learned from during my time in public 
service. His race for Governor earned 
him an appreciation by many Kansans 
who might not otherwise have met 
him. 

Before running for public office, one 
of the first people I sought out was 
Nestor Weigand, for some advice. I en-
joyed conversations with Nestor over 
breakfast and lunch and greatly bene-
fited from those conversations and his 
wisdom. 

Often in Washington, DC, here in the 
Nation’s Capital, or in my travels 
across the country and certainly across 
Kansas, when I would tell somebody 
outside the State of Kansas that I am 
from Kansas, they would say: Well, do 
you know Nestor Weigand? 

He had many, many friends in many 
places. He was a giant in the real es-
tate industry and made a huge dif-
ference in people’s lives. 

Not only was he an expert in real es-
tate, but he was also a leader of the 
Wichita community and understood 
the people of the State of Kansas. Nes-
tor was a booster for Wichita, for Sedg-
wick County, and for our State. 

Nestor took his commitment to his 
community seriously. He sat on so 
many boards, including being a board 
member and chairman of Wesley Hos-
pital for over 40 years. 

Nestor’s life truly reflected the love 
for business, for real estate, his passion 
for public service, and his dedication to 
people. He knew lots of people, but he 
knew them well, and they knew him 
and they respected him. 

You meet Nestor Weigand, and you 
decided this was the real deal, a person 

who cared about you and who wanted 
to see good things happen in your life. 

His legacy will not be forgotten. He 
is already dearly missed. Robba joins 
me in our prayers for his children, his 
grandchildren, and the entire Weigand 
family. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. HAWLEY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—S. 85 
Mr. HAWLEY. Madam President, on 

October 7, Hamas terrorists crossed the 
border of Israel and committed atroc-
ities, the full extent of which we are 
only just now coming to understand. 

Thousands of innocent Israelis have 
lost their lives. Israeli babies were be-
headed—literally beheaded—put into 
ovens, according to news reports. Inno-
cent civilians were shot in their homes 
when they answered their front doors. 
Soldiers who were asleep in their beds 
were executed. And the terrorist at-
tacks have continued. 

Amazingly, in the United States— 
even as this terrible attack was unfold-
ing in Israel—in the United States, 
hundreds and thousands of students 
and others took to America’s campuses 
to express solidarity, not with innocent 
Israelis who had lost their lives but 
with Hamas, and to voice support for 
the genocidal campaign that Hamas 
has sought to carry out and continues 
to advance and advocate even as we 
stand here today. 

Take a look at just some of the 
things that have been said by students 
on America’s college campuses. Stu-
dents at Harvard University said they 
held the Israeli regime ‘‘entirely re-
sponsible’’—entirely responsible—‘‘for 
all the unfolding violence.’’ You had 
students at the University of North 
Carolina who said they believed it was 
their ‘‘moral obligation to be in soli-
darity with the dispossessed, no matter 
the pathway to liberation they choose 
to take. This includes violence.’’ 

Oh, and Hamas is violent. There is no 
doubt we have seen extraordinary vio-
lence, unbelievable violence, in the 
most brutal attack on Israel and the 
Jewish people in 50 years. 

Students at New York University 
School of Law wrote that they ex-
pressed first and foremost their unwav-
ering and absolute solidarity with Pal-
estinians and their resistance against 
oppression toward liberation and self- 
determination. ‘‘Israel,’’ they said, 
‘‘bears full responsibility for this tre-
mendous loss of life.’’ 

I could go on. And I am happy to say 
that this body has unanimously con-
demned these statements—this 
progenocidal rhetoric—by students in 
this country. 

I wish that it had stopped at rhetoric, 
but it hasn’t. We have seen the assaults 
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on Jewish students right on our cam-
puses. We have seen Jews barricaded in 
university libraries, unable to leave, as 
pro-Hamas demonstrators shout and 
scream outside calling for the destruc-
tion of Israel. We have seen Jewish stu-
dents physically assaulted—if you 
don’t believe me, just go look on the 
internet—physically assaulted on 
American campuses by pro-Hamas 
demonstrators. 

We have even seen it in high schools, 
where students are chanting: 

From the river to the sea, Palestine must 
be free. 

What does that mean? It is a call for 
the destruction of the State of Israel. 
It is a call for the execution of Jews in 
the Middle East, in this country, every-
where. That is the Hamas agenda. 

And so many Americans, including 
me, have been absolutely stunned to 
see so many students and others echo-
ing these claims. And it has raised the 
question: Where is this coming from? 
Where are these students and young 
people—teenagers—where are they 
hearing this? Where are they seeing it? 
Where are they being fed this propa-
ganda? Because propaganda, it is. 

At least one of the answers is, they 
are finding it on TikTok. Yes, TikTok, 
that Chinese-based, Chinese-owned so-
cial media app that is a back door for 
the Chinese Communist Party to track 
the movements, the key strokes, the 
whereabouts, the information of every 
American who has the app on their 
phone. 

What we know now is that for many, 
many younger Americans—the so- 
called Generation Z; those in their 
teens and early twenties—so many of 
them—74 percent of them, in fact—use 
TikTok as a search engine. And, in 
fact, a majority of them prefer TikTok 
to Google as a principle search engine. 
So where are Americans and Genera-
tion Z increasingly getting their news? 
What are they using to search for in-
formation? They are using TikTok. 
They are getting their news from 
TikTok. 

At the same time, this same cohort 
of young Americans, more than 50 per-
cent of them—this is young Americans 
between the ages of 18 and 24—more 
than 50 percent of them say they be-
lieve Hamas’s murder of civilians was 
justified. Let me repeat that. More 
than 50 percent of young Americans— 
Gen Z, between the ages of 18 and 24— 
believe Hamas’s murder of civilians 
was justified. 

These are the same people who are 
going on TikTok to get their news, to 
get their information, to be influenced. 
And they certainly are being influ-
enced. Media reports have analyzed the 
prevalence of anti-Israel, anti-Semitic, 
pro-Hamas content on TikTok. It is 
really quite astounding. 

Just take a look at the trending 
hashtags: ‘‘Stand with Palestine,’’ 285 
million views, impressions, according 
to the news site Axios and their recent 
analysis. By contrast, ‘‘Stand With 
Israel’’ has far, far less—64 million. 

This doesn’t actually begin to tell the 
story because the truth is, there are 
other hashtags, other pro-Hamas, pro- 
Palestinian sources of information 
where the views are even larger. Take, 
for instance ‘‘Free Palestine.’’ That 
has received actually 917 million views, 
far outpacing even ‘‘Stand with Pal-
estine’’ and dramatically outpacing the 
content that is actually supportive of 
the State of Israel. 

Here is my point. TikTok has become 
a haven for anti-Semitic content, a 
haven for propaganda for genocide. Of 
course, TikTok denies this, as they 
deny any responsibility for anything 
they actually do. 

They have tried to say, in fact, these 
numbers are skewed. But you can’t 
change the facts. You can’t deny the 
reality that their site is absolutely 
awash with this content. And we know 
that part of the problem, the danger of 
TikTok, is it gives the Chinese Com-
munist Party enormous influence— 
enormous influence—to shape the 
news, the content of the information of 
the folks who look at it. 

They have done this before. Back in 
2019, the Chinese Communist Party 
used TikTok to suppress content that 
criticized the Chinese Government over 
their oppression and enslavement of 
the Uighurs in that country. They have 
a pattern of using this application to 
try and shape the narrative in the way 
they want it shaped. How they are 
shaping it now is pumping out the 
most virulent, toxic pro-Hamas propa-
ganda. 

Madam President, the time has come 
to take another look at TikTok. I will 
say this: As virulent and offensive as 
this content is, that is not a reason to 
ban them. The real reason to ban 
TikTok is that it is a spy app for the 
Chinese Communist government. Let’s 
just look at what we have learned since 
I was last on this floor trying to pass 
legislation that would hold TikTok ac-
countable and ban it from American 
phones. 

On the 24th of this year, the New 
York Times reported that driver’s li-
censes, addresses and photos—just to 
be clear, Americans’ driver’s licenses, 
addresses, and photos—were accessed 
by TikTok engineers based in China. 
What is extraordinary about this is 
TikTok has told us over and over and 
over again that this was impossible. 
They have come to this Congress, they 
testified before us and said this never 
happens. American data is absolutely 
sequestered. You can’t access it in 
China. It is completely safe. 

Yet we learned this year what, real-
ly, we already knew: That simply is 
not true. Let’s not forget, the law of 
China—the People’s Republic of China, 
a dictatorship—their law requires all 
major corporations, including, espe-
cially, data corporations, to make in-
formation available upon request to 
the Chinese Communist Party. That 
means your data. That means our per-
sonal information. 

On May 30, Forbes magazine reported 
that TikTok creators’—that means 

American users’—financial informa-
tion, Social Security numbers were, in 
fact, being stored in China. We had also 
been told this wasn’t true. We have 
been told by TikTok: No, no, no, Amer-
icans’ data is always stored in Amer-
ica. It can’t be accessed anywhere but 
in America. There is a firewall between 
America and China. 

Not true. Not true. 
Americans don’t realize that their 

data is being tracked. They are just on 
there to make their videos and put out 
their content. And what is happening? 
The Chinese Government is able to ac-
cess it. Their personal information is 
being stored, not in this country, but 
in China, with full availability to the 
Chinese Communist Party. 

On November 1, just a few days ago, 
Forbes further reported that a plat-
form storing TikTok corporate secrets 
was inspected by the Chinese Govern-
ment. Of course, it was. Chinese law re-
quires it. It requires TikTok and its 
parent company ByteDance to make 
available all of this information to the 
Chinese Government. 

We have confronted dangers like this 
before from China. Huawei is a prime 
example. Huawei, another Chinese- 
based corporation also subject to the 
laws of China requiring the sharing of 
personal information and data. And 
what did we do? We stood up a sanc-
tions regime that sanctioned Huawei 
and prevented its use here in the 
United States. And we went further 
than that. We actually went to our al-
lies and partners and said that we 
would not cooperate with them and 
offer them security assistance. We are 
talking about other countries right 
now. We would not cooperate with 
them or offer security assistance un-
less they took Huawei out of their 5G 
networks. 

We should do the same with TikTok. 
We should protect the people of this 
Nation. We should be honest with them 
about what TikTok actually does. And 
we should protect them from the re-
lentless spying and surveillance by a 
foreign government. 

I want to be clear. I don’t like a lot 
of what American Big Tech does. I 
doubt you will find a harsher critic of 
Big Tech than I am in this Chamber. 
But there is a big difference between an 
American company looking at Ameri-
cans’ data—accessing Americans’ 
data—and a foreign government track-
ing Americans, building dossiers on 
Americans, and using it as a back door 
into the life of every American citizen 
who has that app on his or her phone. 

It is time to put an end to this. We 
have already voted to do it. We voted 
to strip TikTok off of every govern-
ment device just 10 months ago. States 
are doing it all across the country. It is 
time we took the step to protect the 
American people, to protect the integ-
rity of Americans’ personal informa-
tion and their personal privacy. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
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S. 85 and the Senate proceed to its im-
mediate consideration. I further ask 
that the bill be considered read a third 
time and passed, and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Is there objection? 

The Senator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, reserv-

ing the right to object, we are here 
once again faced with the proposal to 
ban TikTok and to forbid millions of 
Americans from expressing their opin-
ion. 

This is not a subject that we should 
entertain lightly. If there is a better 
national strategy to permanently lose 
elections for a generation, I have not 
heard of it. Banning TikTok, a social 
media app used by 150 million Ameri-
cans, primarily young Americans, is a 
recipe for electoral disaster for Repub-
licans. 

This GOP strategy comes just after 
an election year in which a national 
survey indicated that 71 percent of 
young women and 53 percent of young 
men voted for the Democrat candidate 
for Congress. Now, admittedly, many 
Democrats have also joined Repub-
licans in calling for this ban, but like 
most issues, the blame tends to stick 
to Republicans more. 

The banning TikTok strategy also 
comes while the GOP simultaneously 
complains of liberal U.S. social media 
companies canceling and censoring 
conservatives. So without a hint of 
irony, many of these same ‘‘conserv-
atives’’ now agitate to censor view-
points they don’t like. 

So on the one hand, Republicans 
complain about censorship, while with 
the other hand, these same Repub-
licans advocate to censor social media 
apps that they worry are influenced by 
the Chinese. The concern over TikTok 
seems to be over what the social media 
app might do. Propagating hysteria 
and fear of subtle communist subver-
sion from the People’s Republic of 
China through a social media app in 
the 21st century, is similar or akin to 
basically McCarthyist paranoia. 

Today, in a move that Chairman Mao 
himself would approve, the Senate con-
siders banning a platform because it 
seems one Member doesn’t approve of 
how it handled content about the war 
between Israel and Hamas. 

Just this week, the Senator from 
Missouri wrote to Secretary Yellen: 

While data security issues are paramount, 
less often discussed is TikTok’s power to 
radically distort the world-picture that 
America’s young people encounter. 

The Senator from Missouri wants to 
censor TikTok users who are biased 
against Israel. The Senator from Mis-
souri wants to ban the speech of young 
TikTok users he disagrees with. 
Sounds more like a Chinese solution 
than an American one. 

The Chinese solution to combating 
speech those in power do not like is to 
ban it. In fact, TikTok is banned in 
China. So is YouTube, Twitter, and 
Facebook. 

There is an app similar to TikTok 
called Douyin that operates in China, 
but it is heavily censored. Try to 
search for ‘‘Tiananmen 1989’’ on 
Douyin, and nothing will come up. 

The American solution, with the high 
value that our country places on the 
free exchange of ideas, is to counter 
flawed ideas—flawed ideas—or falsities 
with more speech and better arguments 
that persuade and reveal the truth. 

Do we really want to emulate China’s 
speech bans? Do we really want to in-
trude into the lives of Americans and 
deprive them of their First Amendment 
right to receive and consider informa-
tion? 

The ham-fisted ban under consider-
ation today empowers the government 
to determine what Americans are al-
lowed to see, hear, and contemplate. 
The headline of an opinion piece re-
cently by John Tamny says it all: 
‘‘Nauseating Harassment of TikTok 
Presumes Americans Will Be Saved 
From Chinese Authoritarianism If U.S. 
Politicians Act Like Chinese Authori-
tarians.’’ 

A ban on TikTok is what they do in 
China. You are worried about Chinese 
communism and Chinese 
authoritarianism, and you want to ban 
speech in our country? It is incon-
sistent with our very American pri-
mary principles. TikTok must be 
banned, the censors say, because they 
are owned and controlled by the Chi-
nese Communist Government. In actu-
ality, TikTok is owned by inter-
national investors and two Chinese 
software engineers who designed the 
app. 

Does TikTok do the Chinese Govern-
ment’s bidding? Well, go to the app and 
search for Falun Gong, the anti-com-
munist religious sect that is persecuted 
in China. Go to TikTok and search for 
videos advocating Taiwan’s independ-
ence, criticism of Chinese Premier Xi 
Jinping. These videos are all over 
TikTok that are critical of Chinese po-
sitions. That is why TikTok is banned 
in China. 

TikTok is banned in China, but you 
want to ban it in the United States. We 
are going to become like the Chinese to 
prevent the Chinese from taking over 
our country? 

As Drs. Mueller and Farhat of Geor-
gia Tech write, ‘‘If nationalist fears 
about Chinese influence operations 
lead to a departure from American con-
stitutional principles supporting free 
and open political discourse, we will 
have succeeded in undermining our 
[very] system of government more ef-
fectively than any Chinese propaganda 
could ever do.’’ 

We will be doing what the Chinese 
want. If you are worried about becom-
ing Chinese communists, you will now 
be emulating them by banning speech. 
To those who were worried that the 
Chinese Government might somehow 
have access to millions of American 
teenagers’ info, realize that all social 
media, regardless of whether their own-
ership is foreign or domestic, sucks up 

all your personal data, and this is what 
people provide voluntarily. 

And, people, if you don’t want your 
information—don’t join these groups. If 
you are going to ban TikTok, what is 
next? Arguably, several domestic apps 
censor conservatives more. I know be-
cause I have been censored and banned 
by American companies. I have got no 
love lost with any of these companies. 
I have a host of complaints about do-
mestic social media platforms that 
cancel conservatives, but I am not in 
favor of banning them or forcing them 
to accept my opinion. They are private 
companies. They have speech rights. I 
have speech rights, but I don’t have the 
right to force them or to ban them if 
they don’t post my stuff. 

If you don’t like TikTok or Facebook 
or YouTube, don’t use them. But don’t 
think any interpretation of the Con-
stitution gives you the right to ban 
them. The First Amendment isn’t nec-
essary to protect speech that every-
body likes or everybody accepts. The 
First Amendment exists to protect 
speech that might be unpopular or 
might be controversial. 

I hope saner minds will reflect on 
which is more dangerous, videos of 
teenagers dancing or the President of 
the U.S. Government banning speech. 
For me, it is an easy answer. I will de-
fend the Bill of Rights against all 
comers, even, if need be, from Members 
of my own party. 

I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from Missouri. 
Mr. HAWLEY. Madam President, 

let’s just be clear about one thing. The 
Chinese Communist Government is not 
covered by the U.S. Bill of Rights. 

The Chinese Communist Government 
does not have free speech rights, and 
we are not talking about free speech. 
We are not talking about speech at all. 
The sanctions that I am proposing have 
nothing to do with speech; they have 
everything to do with spying, for the 
same reasons that we have banned 
Huawei in this country. 

If the Senator would like to have a 
debate about whether or not Huawei 
and its affiliates ought to be banned, 
whether it ought to be a sanctions re-
gime for those that engage in espio-
nage, I welcome it. That is the same 
debate we are having here. 

I just say this. If all of those teen-
agers and other creators from around 
the world who are putting all of the 
pro-genocidal Hamas content onto 
TikTok want to go do it on other plat-
forms, be my guest. I will be right here 
to criticize them and call them out for 
their moral atrocities wherever they do 
it. 

But the reason to ban TikTok in this 
country is that it is a spying apparatus 
of the Chinese Communist Party. The 
facts simply cannot be disputed. 
ByteDance is subject to the laws of 
China, which make American data 
available to, accessible to, upon re-
quest for Chinese corporations and the 
Chinese Government. 
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I just lament that we cannot seem to 

move forward with a step that we have 
already taken with regard to Huawei, 
with sensible protection of Americans’ 
privacy and their personal data. 

But let me just close with this. With 
regard to the speech itself, while the 
content of the speech on TikTok is no 
reason to ban them, I just want to say, 
since we are here in this moment of 
great dispute, apparently, in some 
quarters of this country over whether 
it is right or wrong to call for the geno-
cide of Jewish people, I want to say, 
clearly, it is wrong. And I want to say 
to those creators who are pumping out 
this content on TikTok: You may have 
a First Amendment right to do so, but 
you don’t really have moral standing. 

We need to be clear. There is a right. 
There is a wrong. There is good. There 
is evil. And calling for the genocide of 
Jewish people, whether it is in the Mid-
dle East, the State of Israel, or in this 
country is wrong. Whether you do it on 
TikTok or Meta or YouTube or just on 
the streets and plazas of your college 
campus, it is wrong. 

And at this time, above all times, I 
think, we need to stand and make that 
clear. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kentucky. 
Mr. PAUL. Madam President, the bill 

before us to ban TikTok is clearly in-
fringement of the First Amendment. It 
would ban 150 million people who regu-
larly post on TikTok from expressing 
themselves. 

It is without question speech. These 
folks, the 150 million users of TikTok, 
would have standing in court to sue 
over infringement of their speech. 

This isn’t about who was advocating 
for this or that in the Middle East or in 
Israel or in the Hamas situation. The 
Supreme Court has looked at speech 
over time, and there is some speech 
that is not protected. 

But in Europe, they have gone one 
step further, in the sense that they ban 
all kinds of speech in Europe. You have 
certain opinions that can’t be ex-
pressed. We have never done that in 
our country. You can have a foul, des-
picable opinion in our country, and we 
counter it with better ideas. We 
counter it with better speech. It is 
very, very dangerous to the primary 
principles of our founding, of our gov-
ernment, of our Bill of Rights, of the 
Bill of Right that is listed first, and 
that is freedom of speech. And my hope 
is that this will not be seen as a serious 
proposal and will be rejected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Florida. 

Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for up to 5 
minutes prior to the scheduled rollcall 
vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

S.J. RES. 38 
Mr. RUBIO. So I think one of the 

things that has become increasingly 
accepted here is that 

deindustrialization was a terrible mis-
take for America. No. 1, it hurt us and 
wiped out good-paying jobs that we re-
lied on to build strong communities, 
and the other is it left us vulnerable in 
our supply chains. 

And one of the things that is talked 
a lot about in terms of industries is 
these provisions called ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican.’’ We have laws called ‘‘Buy Amer-
ican.’’ I think it is especially impor-
tant when we are spending taxpayer 
dollars on propping up an industry that 
it have strong provisions that do so. 

What is called the infrastructure bill 
has $5 billion of American taxpayer 
funds to build electric vehicle charging 
stations in the United States, and it 
has, in that bill embedded, very spe-
cific ‘‘Buy American’’ requirements 
that those funds may be used only so 
that all the iron, the steel, the manu-
factured products, the construction 
materials that are used are produced in 
the United States. 

It is very simple. It is pretty 
straightforward. That is what the law 
reads, both a broader law that already 
exists and then the provisions of this 
bill. 

The Biden administration, after pass-
ing this, however, didn’t just fail to im-
plement this provision—they were al-
most a year late in even issuing any 
findings on it, but they have now come 
out with this waiver. A waiver of that 
‘‘Buy American’’ requirement that al-
lows foreign-made EV chargers—trans-
lation, Chinese-made electric vehicle 
chargers—up until October of 2024. 

But there is more. They actually give 
the Federal Highway Administrator 
the ability to extend that deadline by 5 
years. And so we are now facing, under 
this waiver they are requesting, the 
real prospect that significant portions 
of the $5 billion that is going to go to 
electric vehicle charging stations is 
going to be spent on Chinese compa-
nies—taxpayer dollars. 

So we are either serious about restor-
ing America’s industrial capabilities or 
we are not. We should be especially se-
rious about it when we are spending 
Federal funds on it. 

Now, I have watched some of the de-
bate, some of the things the adminis-
tration is telling people about how 
somehow this is going to be the oppo-
site effect. There is this 1983 general 
regulation that they have written or 
waiver that they have in place. Every-
one knows here that specific statutory 
language, such as that that exists both 
in this bill and in other law, supersedes 
any of these. But the other is very sim-
ple. The administration, as they have 
done with a bunch of other regulations, 
can either amend it or get rid of it. But 
they are using that as a threat. 

What they are basically telling peo-
ple is, if you vote for this, if this thing 
passes, we will interpret that 1983 gen-
eral provision to just do anything we 
want with regard to this. 

So it is pretty straightforward. Get 
rid of it. Don’t use it that way. Commit 
yourself to rebuilding American indus-
try, American jobs. 

The bottom line is this. You can play 
all the jiujitsu games you want with 
regard to language, the bottom line is 
this: If we are going to spend $5 billion 
of taxpayer money to build electric ve-
hicle charging stations in the United 
States, it should be made by Ameri-
cans, in America, using American prod-
ucts. 

And if you agree with me, I am going 
to give you a chance right now to vote 
for something that wipes out this waiv-
er that the Biden administration wants 
to put in place that will guarantee that 
that may never happen and that most 
of this money—taxpayer money—will 
go into the hands of Chinese companies 
to build electric vehicle charging sta-
tions in the United States. 

We shouldn’t allow that to happen. I 
urge everyone to vote for this. 

I yield the floor. 
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent for up to 1 
minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection. 

The Senator from Michigan. 
Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 

just want to make clear, as the person 
who authored the Make It in America 
Act in the infrastructure bill—which 
my colleague from Florida did not sup-
port—that we have a Made in America 
Office now, and I am so appreciative of 
what the Biden administration is doing 
to make sure that we are not giving 
waivers unless absolutely necessary. 

We had a general manufacturing 
waiver for years—years and years and 
years. What they have done is taken 
the EV chargers out of that and said: 
OK, we will give you until July of next 
year. We will phase out any kind of a 
waiver because we want these Amer-
ican made. We want these American 
made. 

And so the effect of voting for this 
resolution is to forever have EV char-
gers as part of the waiver, where they 
never have to be American made. They 
can always be Chinese made. 

We want them American made, and I 
urge a ‘‘no’’ vote on this resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading and 
was read a third time. 

VOTE ON S.J. RES. 38 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint 
resolution having been read the third 
time, the question is, Shall the joint 
resolution pass? 

Mr. RUBIO. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 48, as follows: 
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[Rollcall Vote No. 303 Leg.] 

YEAS—50 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—48 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 

Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Ernst Scott (SC) 

The joint resolution (S.J. Res. 38) 
was passed as follows: 

S.J. RES. 38 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Federal 
Highway Administration relating to ‘‘Waiver 
of Buy America Requirements for Electric 
Vehicle Chargers’’ (88 Fed. Reg. 10619 (Feb-
ruary 21, 2023)), and such rule shall have no 
force or effect. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

OSSOFF). Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume executive session. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 126, Monica 
Ramirez Almadani, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the Central 
District of California. 

Richard J. Durbin, Brian Schatz, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Gary C. Peters, Mark Kelly, Jack Reed, 
Tammy Duckworth, Christopher Mur-
phy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Mazie K. Hirono, Ben-
jamin L. Cardin, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Tammy Baldwin, Angus S. King, Jr., 
Alex Padilla, Robert Menendez, Mi-
chael F. Bennet. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Monica Ramirez Almadani, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Central District of Cali-
fornia, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Iowa (Ms. ERNST) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 304 Ex.] 
YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Butler 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—46 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 

Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Ernst Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 46. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read the nomination of Monica Rami-
rez Almadani, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Central District of California. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that all 
postcloture time on the Almadani nom-
ination be considered expired and that 
a confirmation vote be at 11:30 a.m. to-
morrow, Thursday, November 9. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate consider the following nominations 
en bloc: Calendar Nos. 267 and 276; that 
the Senate vote on the nominations en 
bloc without intervening action or de-
bate; that the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; and that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the following nomi-
nations en bloc: Mark W. Libby, of 
Massachusetts, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan; and Edgard D. Kagan, 
of Virginia, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Malaysia? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session and 
be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DALE MONTGOMERY 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it is 

my honor to recognize an outstanding 
Senate Stationery Room employee, 
Dale Montgomery, who is retiring 
today after more than 50 years of serv-
ice to the U.S. Senate. 

For Dale, working in the Senate was 
more than just a calling; it is in his 
blood. Dale’s father worked in the Sen-
ate Library for 35 years, and his grand-
father worked with the Architect of 
the Capitol dating back to 1914. So, 
when the opportunity arose to follow 
in his family’s footsteps, Dale couldn’t 
refuse. Without ever even filling out an 
application, Dale accepted a job where 
he would spend the next half-century of 
his life. 

Dale’s first day in the Stationery 
Room was in 1973, in a different world 
and a very different Senate. He rose 
through the ranks, starting in the 
warehouse doing deliveries before mov-
ing to the Stationery Store as a clerk 
and then as a sales associate. No mat-
ter the title he held, Dale approached 
each task with a great level of care and 
attention to detail. His contributions 
to the day-to-day operations of the 
Senate are truly immeasurable. 

Dale quickly became one of the Sen-
ate community’s most beloved mem-
bers. His affable nature and affinity for 
music attracted friends and strangers 
alike, people from all around the coun-
try. Dale was a sought-after DJ and 
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was known to make an appearance at 
Senator Ford’s Kentucky Derby par-
ties. It didn’t matter where, when, or 
how you met Dale, he was sure to leave 
a lasting impression. 

The mark of a good employee is a 
steadfast commitment to the work. 
The mark of a good friend is a stead-
fast presence for each other. To every-
one he encountered over the last 50 
years, Dale was both—and so much 
more. 

On behalf of the entire Senate com-
munity, we thank Dale for his years of 
dedicated service, and we wish him and 
his family the best in retirement. 

f 

VETERANS DAY 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, on this 
Veterans Day, I want to express my 
profound admiration for the unwaver-
ing service and sacrifices of our vet-
erans. Their commitment to our Na-
tion, its people, and the values we hold 
dear transcends generations. Democ-
racy requires constant vigilance, and it 
is facing tough challenges at home and 
abroad. Despots and authoritarians 
worldwide would like nothing more 
than to see us retreat from defending 
freedom. But in the face of adversity, 
the United States stands resilient 
thanks to the courageous men and 
women who have worn the uniform. 

From the American Revolution, 
where the Maryland Line fought brave-
ly under General George Washington, 
to the defense of Fort McHenry in Bal-
timore that inspired the Star-Spangled 
Banner during the War of 1812, to 
today, where Maryland is home to al-
most 400,000 veterans, our State has a 
proud history of fighting for freedom. 

Our veterans are among the best our 
country has produced. Each one an-
swered the call to serve their country, 
leaving friends and family to go in 
harm’s way. In today’s divisive world, I 
especially want to thank our veterans 
for coming together from all walks of 
life to serve a purpose greater than 
themselves. Our veterans come from 
all over the country, from all back-
grounds, races, and religions. Time and 
time again, veterans put their country 
before themselves and make sacrifices 
that most Americans do not even real-
ize. They miss birthdays, anniver-
saries, births, funerals, and countless 
other life events so they can stand 
guard on the frontlines of our Nation’s 
defense. Most servicemembers volun-
teer to join the military not long after 
graduating high school or college. 
Some serve a few years, and others 
make the military a career. All of 
them have earned the title of veteran. 

In Maryland, prominent military in-
stallations stretch across the State 
from Aberdeen Proving Ground in the 
north to Patuxent River in the south. 
Marylanders have always answered the 
call when our liberties have been at-
tacked. During World War II, Maryland 
produced over 5,000 B–26 Marauder air-
crafts that bombed Nazi fortifications 
in advance of Allied landings on D-Day. 

Baltimore’s shipyards built 384 Liberty 
cargo ships during the war to transport 
troops and supplies to Europe. Mary-
landers have stood shoulder to shoul-
der, unphased in the face of monu-
mental challenges. 

Marylanders from across the State 
continue to volunteer to serve our 
country, both overseas and at home 
with our Active-Duty military compo-
nents, Reserves, and National Guard 
units. Our veterans’ dedication to 
country and democracy is felt around 
the world. Unfortunately, many of our 
veterans know all too well the cost of 
war. Our brave men and women con-
tinue to serve their communities even 
after their time in uniform is over. 

Our veterans are humble patriots, 
and while I know they appreciate the 
public thanking them for their service, 
I want to encourage each Marylander 
to go a step further this Veterans Day: 
shop at a veteran-owned business, do-
nate to a veteran’s charity, hire a vet-
eran for your company, or call a vet-
eran and ask them to share stories 
about their time in the service. Our 
veterans are among the most highly 
trained, educated, and responsible citi-
zens, and their skills make them in-
credibly valued members of their com-
munities and their companies. On this 
Veterans Day—and every day of the 
year—put your thoughts into action 
and show our veterans how much we 
truly appreciate their service. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BOBETTE FRANKLIN 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I rise to 
honor and pay tribute to one of the 
most patriotic and dedicated Kentuck-
ians I have had the pleasure of know-
ing, Mrs. Bobette Franklin. 

A Bowling Green, KY, native, 
Bobette is a graduate of Western Ken-
tucky University. She married Steve 
Franklin, and they made their home in 
Bowling Green. They have been mar-
ried for 24 years and have a son, Noah, 
who is their pride and joy. 

Upon being elected to office in 2010, I 
set out to hire a director of constituent 
services for my State office in Bowling 
Green. I asked for recommendations for 
the very best and received one clear an-
swer from many: Bobette Franklin. 
Bobette began her congressional career 
in constituent services with Congress-
man Ron Lewis and, upon his retire-
ment, continued her career with Con-
gressman BRETT GUTHRIE. I was 
thrilled when Bobette accepted my 
offer to lead my constituent services 
operation. My constituent services 
team is second to none and would not 
be known for their stellar reputation 
throughout the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky without Bobette’s leadership. 
Anyone who knows Bobette knows she 
takes tremendous pride in her work 
and strives to excel in all aspects of her 
life. Her commitment to excellence and 
attention to detail is evident in every 
interaction she has with Kentuckians 
who need assistance, no matter the size 
or scope of the request. During 

Bobette’s tenure in my office, she has 
overseen more than 20,000 constituent 
service cases, which has directly im-
pacted thousands of Kentuckians and 
people across the Nation. 

While Bobette has served Kentuck-
ians in numerous ways, her out-
standing reputation is most evident 
through her outreach and advocacy for 
veterans. Bobette has received numer-
ous awards from the veteran commu-
nity. In 2016, the Southern Kentucky 
Veterans Council presented her with 
its Distinguished Service Award for 
over 20 years of devoted service assist-
ing veterans. And earlier this year, the 
Department of Defense Joint Executive 
Council of Veterans presented her with 
an award in recognition of her work for 
veterans and their families across Ken-
tucky. 

After 29 years of Federal service and 
nearly 13 years in my office alone, 
Bobette has decided to retire and close 
this chapter in her lifelong commit-
ment to serving her community and 
her country. I will always be thankful 
to have had Bobette as a part of my 
team from the very beginning. Thank 
you, Bobette, for your service to Ken-
tucky and to this country. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO JACK RUTLAND, JR. 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, it 
is an honor to pay tribute to Mr. Jack 
Rutland, Jr., of Lincoln County, MS, 
who for more than 10 years has shown 
an inspiring dedication to sharing the 
stories and memories of armed service 
veterans in Mississippi. By conducting 
radio interviews with veterans, their 
experiences can be appreciated by citi-
zens all across Mississippi. Mr. Rutland 
has shown that his appreciation and re-
spect for the men and women who have 
served in our armed forces goes beyond 
that of an average citizen, and America 
needs more people like Jack. 

Jack Rutland, Jr., was born on May 
20, 1948, in Birmingham, AL, while his 
father was stationed at an Air Force 
base there. His father, Jack Rutland, 
Sr., enlisted in the U.S. Army Air 
Corps prior to World War II, and he 
served during the war for 3 years in 
countries like England, North Africa, 
and Italy. During his World War II 
service, the senior Mr. Rutland earned 
five battle stars. Upon the completion 
of the war, he remained in the Air 
Force for over 20 years. Once he re-
tired, the family returned to Lawrence 
County, MS. From experiencing his fa-
ther’s patriotic dedication to our Na-
tion, Jack grew up with a sincere rev-
erence for the veterans who served to 
defend the United States of America. 

In 2003, the Military Memorial Mu-
seum in Brookhaven, MS, opened to in-
form the public of local veterans and 
the town’s service history through ar-
tifacts, newspaper clippings, and other 
memorabilia. The museum is operated 
completely by volunteers, one of them 
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being Jack Rutland, Jr. On the 10-year 
anniversary of the Military Memorial 
Museum’s opening, Jack interviewed 
four veterans. His interviews were cap-
tivating and respectfully executed, 
leading the public to want more. 
Today, Jack has conducted more than 
50 interviews with veterans, some as 
recently as a few weeks ago. These 
interviews can be heartbreaking, like 
the story of World War II veteran Mr. 
Howard Britt who had to leave his be-
loved lieutenant in the field after he 
had been wounded. While in enemy ter-
ritory, there was no time to wait. A 
story from Mr. Don Hemphill was simi-
larly moving, detailing his arrival on 
the beaches of Normandy on the 
evening of D-day and seeing the wreck-
age of equipment left behind, as well as 
American soldiers who had not made 
it. The scene was so harrowing that Mr. 
Hemphill still could not talk about it 
when he was interviewed. In addition 
to these poignant interviews were in-
spirational recollections, like Mr. 
Hoyte Case who saw the iconic flag 
raised on Iwo Jima atop Mount 
Suribachi from his ship as he left the 
battle. Mr. Herbert Savell recounted 
his long journey home from the Pacific 
following the end of the war, traveling 
by cattle car to return to his small 
hometown in the Mississippi Delta. 
Walking down the aisle of the church 
and sitting in the pew beside his moth-
er was how he returned. Each interview 
shows another side of the tragedies and 
triumphs faced by veterans. 

The work that Jack has done is nec-
essary to help younger generations un-
derstand the commitments and sac-
rifices made by our Nation’s veterans. 
Preserving the oral histories of those 
who served helps us better understand 
the challenging circumstances they un-
derwent and the emotional impacts 
they experienced during that time. 
These veterans had immense influence 
on our country from their brave and 
selfless duty of protecting our Nation’s 
values and freedoms. Through the dili-
gent work of Jack Rutland, Jr., we can 
learn a bit more about the Nation we 
are today from those who served in the 
armed forces for us. 

My life has truly been enhanced by 
knowing Jack and his wife Shirley, 
who reside in my corner of the world. 
They have an outstanding family that 
includes their daughter Jamie, son-in- 
law Joshua Grosshans, and three 
grandchildren: Avery Rose, Jack 
Seton, and Alice Faye. 

In conclusion, I am incredibly grate-
ful to Mr. Jack Rutland, Jr., for dedi-
cating his time to serving those who 
have served our country. I commend 
him for his accomplishments, and I 
hope his story and the veterans’ stories 
he brings to light will inspire future 
generations.∑ 

f 

REMEMBERING VIC FISCHER 
∑ Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
rise to pay tribute to an extraordinary 
Alaskan, Victor Fischer, who passed 

away on October 22, 2023, after an in-
credible 99-year life where he made an 
indelible mark on the State of Alaska. 
Vic’s legacy of dedicated public service 
continues to touch the lives of all Alas-
kans, and we will miss his kindness, 
compassion, and mentorship. 

In his early life, Vic Fischer wit-
nessed firsthand the regimes of Nazi 
Germany and Stalinist Russia. He 
came to the United States at 15 years 
old and quickly immersed himself in 
his new country, first through edu-
cation and later through military serv-
ice. His service in the Army during 
World War II took him to France, Ger-
many, and the Philippines. This experi-
ence, along with his early years in Ber-
lin and Moscow, helped shape his life-
long belief in the intrinsic value of de-
mocracy and human life, values which 
influenced his many contributions to 
the State of Alaska. After the war, Vic 
obtained a graduate degree at MIT and 
then came to Alaska in 1950 as Anchor-
age’s first city planner, drawn by the 
promise of adventure and the freedom 
of opportunity. 

Vic’s many contributions were in-
valuable to the formation of Alaska as 
we know it today. He served in the last 
territorial legislature and was an ac-
tive participant in Operation State-
hood from its inception, believing 
strongly that Alaskans should be able 
to make decisions for their own com-
munities as full members of the Union. 
As a member of this legislature, Vic co-
sponsored the repeal of Alaska’s death 
penalty, work he remained proud of 
throughout his life as someone who 
witnessed the power of an authori-
tarian state to kill its citizens. He 
played an important role as a delegate 
to the Alaska Constitutional Conven-
tion, helping draft the Alaska Con-
stitution for our new State. Several 
decades later, as a State senator, Vic 
worked with colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to improve Alaskan edu-
cation, promote women’s rights, social 
infrastructure, fishing rights, and 
much more. He remained politically 
active until his final months, edu-
cating Alaskans about our constitu-
tion, governance structures, and advo-
cacy at all levels. As the author and 
journalist Charles Wohlforth wrote 
shortly after Vic’s passing, ‘‘Time on 
Earth is only an opportunity. Fischer 
had a large share, and made use of it 
all. He remained optimistically en-
gaged deep into his 90s, always making 
friends, always committed, always con-
necting.’’ 

Generations of Alaskans will remem-
ber Vic Fischer as a kind man with 
strong, clear values who committed his 
life to serving Alaska. Vic had a funda-
mental belief in the value of democ-
racy, encouraging people to participate 
in their local communities, their 
State, and their government and to 
stand up against authoritarianism. He 
opposed discrimination in any form 
and emphasized the need to dedicate 
time and effort to those without power. 
Above all, he encouraged Alaskans to 

exercise the civic power to vote, believ-
ing that we all have an obligation to 
each other and to our State to do so. 
Vic’s lifelong work and political activ-
ism reflect his belief that Alaskans can 
come together to solve any problem, 
provided we share a love for Alaska and 
a willingness to do what is right. 

The life and legacy of Vic Fischer 
will continue to inspire Alaskans 
across our State, and we will all miss 
his integrity and friendship. Our condo-
lences are extended to his wife Jane 
Angvik, his children, and grand-
children.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN RICHARDS 

∑ Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize an outstanding lead-
er from Missouri, Mr. John Richards. 
John is the CEO and general manager 
of Sho-Me Power Electric Cooperative 
out of Marshfield, MO. 

In March 2023, John announced he 
would be retiring at the end of the year 
to close out a long and distinguished 
career of over 48 years with Sho-Me 
Power. He began his career with Sho- 
Me Power in September 1975 as a super-
visor trainee in their accounting de-
partment. Less than a year later, John 
was promoted to an accountant, and in 
1979, he became the manager of finance, 
later referred to as chief financial offi-
cer, a position he would hold for 37 
years. In 2016, John was appointed by 
Sho-Me Power’s board of directors to 
become the Cooperative’s fifth CEO 
and general manager. 

John graduated college in 1975 after 
studying accounting at Missouri 
Southern State College and University 
of Tulsa. He later received his master 
of business administration from Drury 
University in 1978. While in school, 
John interned for KAMO Power and 
was later hired on full-time before 
moving to Sho-Me Power. 

John has been a resident of Spring-
field, MO, for several decades and is 
glad to call it home. He is involved in 
his community and has volunteered at 
his church for many years. He wel-
comes more opportunities for commu-
nity engagement that retirement will 
offer. In his retirement, John most 
looks forward to spending more time 
with his four granddaughters, traveling 
with his wife, golfing, and ‘‘not having 
to drive on I–44 every day.’’ 

I applaud John for his 48 years of 
leadership, dedication, and selfless 
service to Sho-Me Power Electric Coop-
erative, and I ask my Senate col-
leagues to join me in honoring his in-
credible career and wish him the best 
in his well-deserved retirement.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING CHOWAN 
UNIVERSITY 

∑ Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Chowan University, a 
North Carolina institution of higher 
education that has long served our 
great State and this Nation. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5425 November 8, 2023 
This year, Chowan University, lo-

cated in Murfreesboro, NC, is cele-
brating the 175th anniversary of its 
founding, which occurred on October 
11, 1848. Chowan’s demisemiseptcenten 
nial is a time to commemorate the in-
stitution, honor the heritage, and ap-
plaud the people who accomplished and 
are accomplishing extraordinary things 
by creating positive change in the lives 
of others. 

Chowan is a Christian educational in-
stitution founded by Baptist families 
and named Chowan ‘‘people of the 
south,’’ to honor the Native American 
Algonquin Chowanoke Tribe. In the 
spring of 1848, a group of fathers gath-
ered at the home of Dr. Godwin Cotton 
Moore, moderator of the Chowan Bap-
tist Association. These men were deter-
mined to have an institution that 
would give their daughters a well- 
rounded education, and they presented 
a resolution to the association. The as-
sociation appointed the first trustees 
for the ‘‘female high school,’’ to be 
called Chowan Female Institute. Dr. 
Archibald McDowell of South Carolina 
was elected first principal, and the in-
stitute opened on October 11, 1848, with 
11 students—thus began the institu-
tion, which now boasts over 15,000 
alumni who live around the world. 
These alumni, friends, students, fami-
lies, faculty, and staff are held in high 
regard. They are transforming the 
world by solving problems, sharing tal-
ents, and spreading Chowan Univer-
sity’s rich story. 

Today, we honor Chowan University’s 
commitment to the education of past, 
present, and future generations. I ask 
my fellow Senators to join me in hon-
oring Chowan University for its serv-
ice.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 12:54 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Alli, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to 20 U.S.C. 
2103(b), and the order of the House of 
January 9, 2023, the Speaker appoints 
the following individual to the Board of 
Trustees of the American Folklife Cen-
ter in the Library of Congress on the 
part of the House of Representatives 
for a term of 6 years: Ms. Amy Kitch-
ener of Fresno, California. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 8468(a), and the 
order of the House of January 9, 2023, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Member on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Board of Visi-
tors to the United States Naval Acad-
emy: Mr. DELUZIO of Pennsylvania. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 7455(a), and the 
order of the House of January 9, 2023, 
the Speaker appoints the following 
Member on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Board of Visi-
tors to the United States Military 
Academy: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–2751. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel of Legal Policy, Department of Jus-
tice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Civil Monetary Pen-
alties Inflation Adjustment for 2023’’ (Docket 
No. OLP 175) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 6, 2023; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2752. A communication from the Chief 
of the Immigration Law Division, Executive 
Office for Immigration Review, Department 
of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Office of the 
Chief Administrative Hearing Officer, Re-
view Procedures’’ (RIN1615–AB28) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 1, 2023; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC–2753. A communication from the Solic-
itor General, Department of Justice, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the decision not to seek Supreme Court re-
view of the Abbot v. Biden decision of the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2754. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a legislative proposal 
that would instruct and provide statutory 
authority for the federal district court over-
seeing the criminal case against alleged Pan 
Am Flight 103 bombmaker Abu Agila Mo-
hammed Mas’ud Kheir Al-Marimi to provide 
victims of the Pan Am Flight 103 bombing 
remote video and telephonic access to pro-
ceedings in the case; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC–2755. A communication from the Assist-
ant Attorney General, Office of Legislative 
Affairs, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Rafael Ramos and Wenjian Liu National 
Blue Alert Act Report to Congress Sep-
tember 2023’’; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary. 

EC–2756. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of Toler-
ances for Emergency Exemptions; Multiple 
Chemicals’’ (FRL No. 11517–01–OCSPP) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

EC–2757. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Supervisory Letter 
- Minimum Liquidity and Cash Flow Calcula-
tion Under Advisory Bulletin 2018–07’’ re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–2758. A communication from the Dep-
uty Director of Congressional Affairs, Bu-
reau of Industry and Security, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Entry List Ad-
ditions’’ (RIN0694–AJ41) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 1, 2023; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2759. A communication from the Chair 
and President of the Export-Import Bank, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel-
ative to a transaction involving U.S. exports 

to Ethiopia; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–2760. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Reliability 
Standards to Address Inverter-Based Re-
sources’’ ((RIN1902–AG07) (Docket No. RM22– 
14–000)) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on November 1, 2023; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–2761. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Updating Regu-
lations for Engineering and Design Materials 
for Liquefied National Gas Facilities Related 
to Potential Impacts Caused by Natural Haz-
ards’’ (Docket No. RM22–8–000) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 1, 2023; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC–2762. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Returning the Urban Sea to 
Abundance: A Two-Year Review (2020–2021) of 
Implementation of the Comprehensive Con-
servation and Management Plan’’; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2763. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Changes to Report-
ing Requirements for Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances and to Supplier 
Notifications for Chemicals of Special Con-
cern; Community Right-to-Know Toxic 
Chemical Release Reporting’’ ((RIN2070– 
AK97) (FRL No. 8741–04–OCSPP)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 1, 2023; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

EC–2764. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Approval of Air 
Quality Implementation Plans; Vehicle 
Miles Traveled Emissions Offset Demonstra-
tions for the 2015 Ozone Standards; Cali-
fornia’’ (FRL No. 10386–02–R9) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 1, 2023; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–2765. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval 
and Disapproval; Colorado; Serious Attain-
ment Plan Elements and Related Revisions 
for the 2008 8-Hour Ozone Standard for the 
Denver Metro/North Front Range Nonattain-
ment Area’’ (FRL No. 11237–02–R8) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 1, 2023; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2766. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
North Carolina; Revisions to Miscellaneous 
Particulate Matter Rules’’ (FRL No. 11368– 
02–R4) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 1, 2023; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2767. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
FL; Miscellaneous SIP Revision’’ (FRL No. 
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11369–02–R4) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 1, 2023; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub-
lic Works. 

EC–2768. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Revisions; 
California; Antelope Valley Air Quality Man-
agement District; Imperial County Air Pol-
lution Control District; Correcting Amend-
ments’’ (FRL No. 11409–01–R9) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 1, 2023; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–2769. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Determination to 
Defer Sanctions; California; California Air 
Resources Board’’ (FRL No. 11425–02–R9) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC–2770. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Hospital Outpatient 
Prospective Payment System: Remedy for 
the 340B–Acquired Drug Payment Policy for 
Calendar Years 2018–2022’’ (RIN0938–AV18) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–2771. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Calendar Year (CY) 2024 
Home Health (HH) Prospective Payment Sys-
tem Rate Update; HH Quality Reporting Pro-
gram Requirements; HH Value-Based Pur-
chasing Expanded Model Requirements; 
Home Intravenous Immune Globulin Items 
and Services; Hospice Informal Dispute Reso-
lution and Special Focus Program Require-
ments, Certain Requirements for Durable 
Medical Equipment Prosthetics and 
Orthotics Supplies; and Provider and Sup-
plier Enrollment Requirements’’ (RIN0938– 
AV03) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 1, 2023; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC–2772. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; End-Stage Renal Dis-
ease Prospective Payment System, Payment 
for Renal Dialysis Services Furnished to In-
dividuals with Acute Kidney Injury, End- 
Stage Renal Disease Quality Incentive Pro-
gram, and End-Stage Renal Disease Treat-
ment Choices Model’’ (RIN0938–AV05) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–2773. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare Program; Hospital Outpatient 
Prospective Payment and Ambulatory Sur-
gical Center Payment Systems; Quality Re-
porting Programs; Payment for Intensive 
Outpatient Services in Hospital Outpatient 
Departments, Community Mental Health 
Centers, Rural Health Clinics, Federally 
Qualified Health Centers, and Opioid Treat-
ment Programs; Hospital Price Trans-
parency; Changes to Community Mental 

Health Centers Conditions of Participation, 
Changes to the Inpatient Prospective Pay-
ment System Medicare Code Editor; Rural 
Emergency Hospital Conditions of Participa-
tion Technical Correction’’ (RIN0938–AV09) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–2774. A communication from the Regu-
lations Coordinator, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Medicare and Medicaid Programs; CY 2024 
Payment Policies under the Physician Fee 
Schedule and Other Changes to Part B Pay-
ment and Coverage Policies; Medicare 
Shared Savings Program Requirements; 
Medicare Advantage; Medicare and Medicaid 
Provider and Supplier Enrollment Policies; 
and Basic Health Program’’ (RIN0938–AV07) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 1, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–2775. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
section 36(c) of the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license 
amendment for the export of defense arti-
cles, including technical data, and defense 
services to Israel in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more (Transmittal No. DDTC 
23–068); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–2776. A communication from the Regu-
latory Policy Analyst, Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revoca-
tion of Uses of Partially Hydrogenated Oils 
in Foods’’ (RIN0910–AI15) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on No-
vember 6, 2023; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2777. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a petition which 
was filed on behalf of workers at the Sandia 
National Laboratory, in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, to be added to the Special Exposure 
Cohort; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–2778. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Office of the Treasury 
Inspector General for Tax Administration’s 
Semiannual Report for the period of October 
1, 2022 through March 31, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. SANDERS, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute: 

S. 2840. A bill to improve access to and the 
quality of primary health care, expand the 
health workforce, and for other purposes. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. BUT-
LER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. COONS, Ms. COR-

TEZ MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. REED, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 3247. A bill to safeguard the humane 
treatment of pregnant women by ensuring 
the presumption of release and prohibiting 
shackling, restraining, and other inhumane 
treatment of pregnant detained noncitizens, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself, 
Mr. CRUZ, and Mrs. BLACKBURN): 

S. 3248. A bill to prohibit money services 
businesses from engaging in any transaction 
that involves a central bank digital currency 
issued by the People’s Republic of China, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. 3249. A bill to designate the outpatient 
clinic of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Wyandotte County, Kansas City, Kansas, 
as the ‘‘Captain Elwin Shopteese VA Clinic’’; 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mrs. 
GILLIBRAND): 

S. 3250. A bill to provide remote access to 
court proceedings for victims of the 1988 
Bombing of Pan Am Flight 103 over 
Lockerbie, Scotland; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 3251. A bill to modify the boundary of 

the Lincoln Home National Historic Site in 
the State of Illinois; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCHMITT: 
S. 3252. A bill to terminate the authorities 

of certain entities of the Federal Govern-
ment, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 3253. A bill to amend the Federal Crop 

Insurance Act to require research and devel-
opment on frost or cold weather insurance, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 3254. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow expenses for par-
ents to be taken into account as medical ex-
penses, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 3255. A bill to establish a new non-
immigrant category for alien relatives of 
United States citizens and lawful permanent 
residents seeking to enter the United States 
temporarily for family purposes, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr. COR-
NYN): 

S. 3256. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to establish the Veterans Expe-
rience Office, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. DURBIN, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 3257. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to extend to Black veterans of 
World War II, and surviving spouses and cer-
tain direct descendants of such veterans, eli-
gibility for certain housing loans and edu-
cational assistance administered by the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs. 
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By Mr. COONS (for himself and Ms. 

MURKOWSKI): 
S. 3258. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 

Social Security Act to provide coverage of 
ALS-related services under the Medicare 
program for individuals diagnosed with 
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. LUJÁN, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 3259. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize and expand tech-
nical assistance and support for recovery 
community organizations and peer support 
networks, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. RICKETTS: 
S. 3260. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to establish a 
working group to formulate recommenda-
tions for standardizing the measurements of 
loneliness and isolation, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. REED, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. COLLINS, 
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. BENNET): 

S. 3261. A bill to require the Federal Gov-
ernment to produce a national adaptation 
and resilience strategy, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. YOUNG, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. CORNYN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, and 
Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 3262. A bill to establish a commission on 
fiscal stability and reform; to the Committee 
on Rules and Administration. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mrs. CAP-
ITO, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. Res. 454. A resolution designating No-
vember 8, 2023, as ‘‘National Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics 
(STEM) Day’’ and celebrating the impor-
tance of science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics in education and the work-
force in the United States; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. KING (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. Res. 455. A resolution recognizing the 
40th anniversary of the Congress-Bundestag 
Youth Exchange, the 30th anniversary of the 
Future Leaders Exchange, and the 20th anni-
versary of the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Ex-
change and Study; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SCOTT 
of South Carolina, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. KING, and Mr. GRASSLEY): 

S. Res. 456. A resolution designating No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National College Applica-
tion Month’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. HAWLEY: 
S. Res. 457. A resolution honoring the dis-

tinguished service of Captain Samuel Farm-
er of the United States Marine Corps and the 
Marines and sailors of 1st Platoon, Company 
G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment; con-
sidered and agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 106 

At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-

lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 106, a bill to amend title 
38, United States Code, to authorize 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
award grants to States to improve out-
reach to veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 140 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 140, a bill to combat organized 
crime involving the illegal acquisition 
of retail goods for the purpose of sell-
ing those illegally obtained goods 
through physical and online retail mar-
ketplaces. 

S. 359 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. BUTLER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 359, a bill to amend title 
28, United States Code, to provide for a 
code of conduct for justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 489 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT of Flor-

ida, the name of the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 489, a bill to prohibit 
any direct or indirect United States 
funding for the territory of Gaza unless 
certain conditions are met. 

S. 552 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 552, a bill to extend duty- 
free treatment provided with respect to 
imports from Haiti under the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act. 

S. 597 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
597, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to repeal the Govern-
ment pension offset and windfall elimi-
nation provisions. 

S. 644 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 644, 
a bill to expand the take-home pre-
scribing of methadone through phar-
macies. 

S. 909 
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the 

name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. DAINES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 909, a bill to allow members of fed-
erally recognized Tribes to use their 
Tribal government identification docu-
ments in obtaining a firearm from a 
federally licensed firearms dealer. 

S. 1467 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) and the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1467, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
allow a refundable tax credit against 
income tax for the purchase of quali-
fied access technology for the blind. 

S. 1800 
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1800, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to reauthor-
ize and extend the Fetal Alcohol Spec-
trum Disorders Prevention and Serv-
ices program, and for other purposes. 

S. 1905 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1905, a bill to expand the cat-
egories of forfeited property available 
to remediate harms to Ukraine from 
Russian aggression, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1906 
At the request of Mr. BRAUN, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mrs. CAPITO) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1906, a bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
to establish a time-limited provisional 
approval pathway, subject to specific 
obligations, for certain drugs and bio-
logical products, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2090 
At the request of Mr. MULLIN, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2090, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to prevent the elimination of the 
sale of motor vehicles with internal 
combustion engines. 

S. 2258 
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2258, a bill to amend the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 to per-
mit supplemental nutrition assistance 
program benefits to be used to pur-
chase additional types of food items. 

S. 2311 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2311, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the 2028 
Olympic and Paralympic Games in Los 
Angeles, California. 

S. 2372 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2372, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to stream-
line enrollment under the Medicaid 
program of certain providers across 
State lines, and for other purposes. 

S. 2442 
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name 

of the Senator from Oklahoma (Mr. 
LANKFORD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2442, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to extend Federal 
Pell Grant eligibility to certain short- 
term workforce programs. 

S. 2444 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2444, a bill to establish an 
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interactive online dashboard to im-
prove public access to information 
about grant funding related to mental 
health and substance use disorder pro-
grams. 

S. 2515 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) and the Senator from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FETTERMAN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2515, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 and the Small Business Act to ex-
pand the availability of employee 
stock ownership plans in S corpora-
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 2626 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2626, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the Supreme Leader of Iran 
and the President of Iran and their re-
spective offices for human rights 
abuses and support for terrorism. 

S. 2888 
At the request of Mr. KING, the name 

of the Senator from Michigan (Ms. 
STABENOW) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2888, a bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to authorize representa-
tives of veterans service organizations 
to participate in presentations to pro-
mote certain benefits available to vet-
erans during preseparation counseling 
under the Transition Assistance Pro-
gram of the Department of Defense, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2932 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2932, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to pro-
vide guidance to State Medicaid agen-
cies, public housing agencies, Contin-
uums of Care, and housing finance 
agencies on connecting Medicaid bene-
ficiaries with housing-related services 
and supports under Medicaid and other 
housing resources, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 3027 
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator 
from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3027, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to extend the energy credit for 
qualified fuel cell property. 

S. 3028 
At the request of Ms. ERNST, the 

names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr. 
GRASSLEY), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE- 
SMITH) were added as cosponsors of S. 
3028, a bill to continue in effect certain 
Executive orders imposing sanctions 
with respect to Iran, to prevent the 
waiver of certain sanctions imposed by 
the United States with respect to Iran 
until the Government of Iran ceases to 
attempt to assassinate United States 
officials, other United States citizens, 
and Iranian nationals residing in the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

S. 3182 

At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3182, a bill to prohibit ac-
tions recognizing the Islamic Emirate 
of Afghanistan, and for other purposes. 

S. 3192 

At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 
names of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
SCOTT) and the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. LANKFORD) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 3192, a bill to designate 
Ansarallah as a foreign terrorist orga-
nization and impose certain sanctions 
on Ansarallah, and for other purposes. 

S. 3225 

At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3225, a bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to any foreign person that the 
President determines engages in or has 
engaged in a significant transaction or 
transactions, or any dealings with, or 
has provided material support to or for 
a military or intelligence facility of 
the People’s Republic of China in Cuba, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 3236 

At the request of Mr. WELCH, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3236, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to provide 
Medicare coverage of ambulance serv-
ices that do not include transportation. 

S.J. RES. 47 

At the request of Mrs. BLACKBURN, 
the name of the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a 
cosponsor of S.J. Res. 47, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Justice 
relating to ‘‘Office of the Attorney 
General; Home Confinement Under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act’’. 

S. RES. 320 

At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. WELCH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 320, a resolution calling for 
the immediate release of Eyvin Her-
nandez, a United States citizen and Los 
Angeles County public defender, who 
was wrongfully detained by the Ven-
ezuelan regime in March 2022. 

S. RES. 333 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 333, a resolution designating 
2024 as the Year of Democracy as a 
time to reflect on the contributions of 
the system of Government of the 
United States to a more free and stable 
world. 

S. RES. 408 

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the 
names of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mrs. BRITT) and the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. BENNET) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 408, a resolution 

condemning Hamas for its premedi-
tated, coordinated, and brutal terrorist 
attacks on Israel and demanding that 
Hamas immediately release all hos-
tages and return them to safety, and 
for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 408, supra. 

S. RES. 426 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

names of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) and the Senator from 
Colorado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. Res. 426, a 
resolution designating November 4, 
2023, as ‘‘National Bison Day’’. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. DURBIN: 
S. 3251. A bill to modify the boundary 

of the Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site in the State of Illinois; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3251 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lincoln 
Home National Historic Site Boundary Modi-
fication Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LINCOLN HOME NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

BOUNDARY MODIFICATION. 
Public Law 92–127 (54 U.S.C. 320101 note; 85 

Stat. 347) is amended— 
(1) in the first section— 
(A) by striking ‘‘That, in order to’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘SECTION 1. ESTABLISHMENT OF LINCOLN HOME 

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—To’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.—The bound-

ary of the Lincoln Home National Historic 
Site established under subsection (a) is 
modified as generally depicted on the map 
entitled ‘Proposed Boundary Expansion of 
the Lincoln Home National Historic Site’ 
and dated February 26, 2021.’’; 

(2) in section 2— 
(A) by striking the section designation and 

all that follows through ‘‘The’’ and inserting 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 2. ADMINISTRATION. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(b) ACCESSIBILITY.—To improve accessi-

bility, the Secretary of the Interior shall 
modify the following areas located within 
the boundary of the Lincoln Home National 
Historic Site to provide universal design and 
accessibility without the use of sloped sur-
faces: 

‘‘(1) The intersection at 8th Street and 
Jackson Street. 

‘‘(2) The area in front of the home of Abra-
ham Lincoln.’’; and 

(3) in section 3, by striking the section des-
ignation and all that follows through ‘‘There 
are’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are’’. 
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By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, 

Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. LUJÁN, and 
Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 3259. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize and 
expand technical assistance and sup-
port for recovery community organiza-
tions and peer support networks, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions. 

Ms. COLLINS. Madam President, 
today I rise to introduce the Peer Sup-
port Services Center of Excellence Act, 
a bipartisan bill that I have authored 
to help combat the vast and growing 
opioid epidemic. I want to acknowledge 
and thank Senator SHAHEEN for her 
leadership on this effort, and I look for-
ward to continuing to work with her 
and others on this important legisla-
tion. 

Last year in Maine, 716 people died 
from a drug overdose—a record num-
ber. Tragically, this was the third con-
secutive year that Maine set a record 
for fatal overdoses. Nationwide, nearly 
110,000 Americans were lost in 2022 to 
overdoses. It is clear that we need to 
take an all-of-the-above approach to 
tackle this crisis. This includes support 
for education and prevention, treat-
ment, law enforcement, and border se-
curity. No single focus will be enough 
on its own. 

One ongoing challenge to reducing 
the number of overdose deaths is that 
far too often individuals suffer an ad-
diction relapse. Indeed, a nonfatal 
overdose is a leading predictor for a fu-
ture fatal overdose. We must do more 
to address this reality. Between 40 and 
60 percent of individuals in treatment 
for substance use disorders relapse, and 
this rate is often much higher for those 
struggling with opioid addiction. Re-
lapse rates are high, but that does not 
mean relapse is inevitable. 

One way that individuals struggling 
with addiction are finding support is 
through peer recovery groups. In 2018, 
Senator SHAHEEN and I introduced the 
Opioid Peer Support Networks Act, 
much of which was enacted as part of 
the SUPPORT for Patients and Com-
munities Act that year. Our bill fos-
tered the expansion of peer support 
networks through the creation of a Na-
tional Peer-Run Training and Tech-
nical Assistance Center for Addiction 
Recovery Support. This center provides 
no-cost training and assistance to re-
covery community organizations, or 
RCOs, and peer support networks to in-
tegrate peer support workers into non-
traditional settings, build and 
strengthen the capacity of RCOs, en-
hance the professionalism of peers 
through workforce development, as 
well as provide evidence-based and 
practice-based tool kits and resource 
information to stakeholders. 

This national center has enhanced 
the field of peer recovery support serv-
ices. Through the center’s work, in fis-
cal year 2022, nearly 2,000 individuals 
were trained in how to support RCOs 
and peer support networks, and nearly 

200 individuals were trained to provide 
specialized technical assistance, evalu-
ate and improve the effectiveness of 
services provided by RCOs, and offer 
translation and interpretation services, 
data collection support, and capacity 
building expertise. This training is im-
proving the services that are offered by 
organizations across our country, and 
the center has provided a platform for 
experts and recovery centers to learn 
from each other’s experiences. 

In peer support networks, individuals 
and families battling addiction help 
one another stay firm on the road to 
recovery by assisting with employ-
ment, education, housing, health and 
overall well-being. I have visited the 
Bangor Area Recovery Network, or 
BARN, in Brewer, ME, which is a vol-
unteer-led organization that provides 
support to individuals recovering from 
addiction. BARN is a model for peer-led 
counseling and brings hope, recovery 
support, and healing to those strug-
gling with substance abuse. Individuals 
who are themselves in recovery can 
make that critical connection to oth-
ers facing addiction, which, in turn, 
can make the recovery process sustain-
able and reduce the stigma of addiction 
and treatment. 

In recent years, in response to grow-
ing need and community efforts to ex-
pand recovery programming, Maine has 
seen the presence of RCOs like BARN 
grow across our State. As of January 
2023, there were 19 recovery centers— 
from Sanford to Caribou—operated by 
people in recovery who are serving 
their local communities by offering 
peer-based support services, among 
other activities. 

After touring BARN and other simi-
lar organizations, I believe the emer-
gence of peer-based and other recovery 
support services is one of the most sig-
nificant trends in the addiction field. 
Peer-based recovery support services 
are unique in that they cover a wide 
range of activities not generally of-
fered by treatment providers. This in-
cludes recovery coaching, support 
groups, sober social activities, as well 
as housing, transportation, and em-
ployment services. In offering services 
beyond treatment, this model provides 
the strong support system that is es-
sential to recovery. As one of BARN’s 
core beliefs tells us, ‘‘A supportive 
community is vital to a successful re-
covery.’’ 

The Opioid Peer Support Networks 
Act brought critical training and as-
sistance to these on-the-ground peer- 
to-peer networks and helped build up 
these important recovery support sys-
tems. Our new bill reauthorizes the Na-
tional Peer-Run Training and Tech-
nical Assistance Center for Addiction 
Recovery Support that is set to expire, 
and it expands upon the work made 
possible by our bill that was enacted 5 
years ago. In addition to reauthorizing 
the center, our bill would create a pilot 
program for a regional center of excel-
lence that could assist the national 
center and tailor its work to the needs 
of a particular region. 

We believe that the development of 
regional assistance programs, along 
with the continuation of a national 
center, will promote coordination and 
effectiveness of technical assistance 
delivery. According to the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration, utilizing a regional 
model to grow the national center’s 
reach may be an effective way to triage 
and distribute technical assistance re-
quests and ensure that all entry points 
are coordinated centrally by retaining 
the National Center. 

Tackling the opioid epidemic, both 
its causes and consequences, requires a 
multi-pronged approach. The bipar-
tisan bill I have introduced continues 
and builds upon one proven way to re-
spond to this growing problem—sup-
porting individuals in recovery through 
proven support systems. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important bill. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 454—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 8, 2023, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL SCIENCE, TECH-
NOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS (STEM) DAY’’ 
AND CELEBRATING THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF SCIENCE, TECH-
NOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND 
MATHEMATICS IN EDUCATION 
AND THE WORKFORCE IN THE 
UNITED STATES 
Ms. ROSEN (for herself, Mrs. CAPITO, 

and Ms. SMITH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 454 

Whereas the Bureau of Labor shows that 
there are currently over 10,000,000 Americans 
employed in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) occupations in 
the United States; 

Whereas STEM occupations are projected 
to grow more than 10 percent between 2022 
and 2032 to nearly 11,500,000 jobs; 

Whereas over 821,000 new STEM job open-
ings will become available within the next 
decade; 

Whereas, in 2018, only 20 percent of high 
school graduates in the United States were 
fully prepared for college-level STEM cur-
riculum courses; 

Whereas women are largely underrep-
resented in the STEM workforce and hold 
less than 1⁄3 of all STEM jobs; 

Whereas the National Center for Science 
and Engineering Statistics shows that, in 
2021, Hispanic workers represented only 15 
percent of the STEM workforce and Black 
workers represented only 9 percent; and 

Whereas teaching STEM subjects to stu-
dents in the classroom can help inspire them 
to consider STEM career paths: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 8, 2023, as ‘‘Na-

tional Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics (STEM) Day’’; 

(2) celebrates the importance of science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics in 
education and the workforce in the United 
States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National STEM Day with appro-
priate programs and activities. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 455—RECOG-

NIZING THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG 
YOUTH EXCHANGE, THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE FUTURE 
LEADERS EXCHANGE, AND THE 
20TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
KENNEDY-LUGAR YOUTH EX-
CHANGE AND STUDY 
Mr. KING (for himself and Mr. 

YOUNG) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 455 

Whereas 2023 marks the 40th anniversary of 
the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange (re-
ferred to in this preamble as ‘‘CBYX’’); 

Whereas CBYX was established by Con-
gress to allow participants and communities 
to benefit from mutual understanding and 
the sharing of ideas; 

Whereas CBYX participants represent the 
spirit, values, and diversity of the United 
States on an international stage; 

Whereas CBYX provides high school stu-
dents and young professionals in the United 
States and Germany with a valuable oppor-
tunity to live and study in the other country 
for an academic year; 

Whereas, for the youth of the United 
States and Germany, CBYX strengthens ties 
between them, improves their career skills 
through formal study and work experience, 
and expands their perspectives and aware-
ness of the culture, society, history, and pol-
itics of each other; 

Whereas maintaining a strong, mutually 
beneficial relationship with Germany, a key 
ally, remains a top priority for the United 
States; 

Whereas, since 1983, more than 29,000 stu-
dents have participated in CBYX; 

Whereas 2023 marks the 30th anniversary of 
the Future Leaders Exchange (referred to in 
this preamble as ‘‘FLEX’’); 

Whereas FLEX was established by Con-
gress after the fall of the Soviet Union to 
allow students from former Eastern Bloc na-
tions to live and study in the United States; 

Whereas FLEX students gain leadership 
skills, learn about the society and values of 
the United States, and teach the people of 
the United States about their home coun-
tries and cultures; 

Whereas FLEX students perform commu-
nity service in their United States commu-
nities and act as ambassadors of their home 
countries; 

Whereas FLEX produces world leaders, in-
cluding Rustem Umierov, the current Min-
ister of Defense of Ukraine, who go on to 
promote democratic values on the world 
stage; 

Whereas the best way to ensure long-last-
ing peace and mutual understanding between 
the United States and the countries of Eur-
asia is to enable young people to learn about 
the United States and the people of the 
United States firsthand; 

Whereas, since 1993, more than 30,000 stu-
dents from more than 22 countries have par-
ticipated in FLEX; 

Whereas 2023 marks the 20th anniversary of 
the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Exchange and 
Study (referred to in this preamble as 
‘‘YES’’); 

Whereas YES was established by Congress 
after the events of September 11, 2001, to 
build bridges between citizens of the United 
States and countries around the world, par-
ticularly those with significant Muslim pop-
ulations; 

Whereas YES participants from abroad live 
with volunteer host families in the United 
States, attend high school, and engage in 

community service and civic education ac-
tivities; 

Whereas YES offers participants from the 
United States full scholarships for 1 aca-
demic year to live and study abroad in se-
lected YES countries; 

Whereas, since 2003, approximately 15,000 
students from more than 45 countries have 
participated in YES and YES Abroad; and 

Whereas CBYX, FLEX, and YES advance 
key foreign policy goals by empowering 
young people around the globe, supporting 
civil society and democratic ideals, and pro-
moting mutual understanding between the 
United States and other countries: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes— 
(A) the 40th anniversary of the Congress- 

Bundestag Youth Exchange; 
(B) the 30th anniversary of the Future 

Leaders Exchange; and 
(C) the 20th anniversary of the Kennedy- 

Lugar Youth Exchange and Study; 
(2) recognizes and congratulates all past 

and present participants of the programs de-
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(3) encourages continued support by Con-
gress and the President for the important 
mission of the Bureau of Educational and 
Cultural Affairs of the Department of State, 
which is to design, implement, and oversee 
educational, professional, and cultural ex-
change programs and public engagement ac-
tivities to increase mutual understanding be-
tween the people of the United States and 
the people of other countries; 

(4) supports the use of international ex-
change programs to build future leaders who 
can meet global challenges that promote 
mutual understanding, cross-cultural net-
works, inclusive leadership development, and 
civic education; and 

(5) encourages families and high schools in 
the United States to consider opportunities 
to host youth exchange programs adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs, including the Congress-Bundes-
tag Youth Exchange, the Future Leaders Ex-
change, and the Kennedy-Lugar Youth Ex-
change and Study, to help build mutual un-
derstanding in their communities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 456—DESIG-
NATING NOVEMBER 2023 AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL COLLEGE APPLICATION 
MONTH’’ 
Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. SCOTT of 

South Carolina, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
KING, and Mr. GRASSLEY) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 456 

Whereas equality of opportunity for all 
people is one of the noblest aspirations of the 
United States; 

Whereas data on the benefits of higher edu-
cation demonstrates that, in spite of ongoing 
barriers to access and student success, col-
leges and universities can still provide path-
ways to economic opportunity; 

Whereas the United States built a thriving 
middle class by funding colleges and univer-
sities to provide avenues to individual eco-
nomic opportunity and shared economic 
growth; 

Whereas higher education enhances the 
economic mobility of individuals, which is 
evidenced by— 

(1) a finding by the Georgetown University 
Center on Education and the Workforce that 
the median lifetime earnings of holders of an 
associate degree are uniformly greater than 
the median lifetime earnings of holders of 
solely a high school diploma; and 

(2) a finding by the Pew Economic Mobility 
Project that, for an individual born in the 
lowest income quintile, obtaining a 4-year 
degree or a higher degree is associated 
with— 

(A) an approximately 80-percent dif-
ference in the probability of that indi-
vidual earning an income outside the low-
est income quintile; and 

(B) a threefold difference in the prob-
ability of that individual going on to earn 
an income in the highest income quintile; 
Whereas the Bureau of Labor Statistics re-

ports that— 
(1) the unemployment rate of recent high 

school graduates not enrolled in college was 
18.3 percent, nearly 5 times higher than the 
overall unemployment rate of the United 
States; 

(2) approximately 38 percent of 2022 high 
school graduates did not immediately ma-
triculate to an institution of higher edu-
cation the following fall semester, about the 
same percent as in 2021, and a 4.2 percentage 
point decline since 2012 in the rate of imme-
diate matriculation of new high school grad-
uates to an institution of higher education; 

(3) the decline described in paragraph (2) 
was most notable among Hispanic and male 
high school graduates, who faced 12 percent-
age point and 6 percentage point declines, re-
spectively, from 2012 in immediate matricu-
lation to an institution of higher education; 
and 

(4) the unemployment rate of adults with a 
bachelor’s degree is nearly half that of the 
unemployment rate of adults whose highest 
credential is a high school degree; 

Whereas the National Student Clearing-
house reports that overall undergraduate en-
rollment in colleges and universities con-
tinues to decline; 

Whereas the complexity of financial aid 
systems and rising college costs can serve as 
additional deterrents or barriers for students 
and families as they assess the viability of 
higher education programs as a postsec-
ondary option; 

Whereas many students struggle to iden-
tify and compare postsecondary options due 
to— 

(1) difficulties accessing school counseling 
services, which is evidenced by an esti-
mation of the American School Counselor 
Association that the average student-to- 
counselor ratio in the United States is 408 to 
1; 

(2) an absence of reliable programmatic 
and institutional outcome data; and 

(3) a lack of comparable and understand-
able college financial aid offers; 

Whereas, in addition to expanding out-
reach and support to recent high school 
graduates, colleges and universities must 
also expand outreach and support to all un-
dergraduate students; 

Whereas applications for State-based fi-
nancial aid are available in many States for 
students who do not qualify for Federal stu-
dent aid; and 

Whereas the data on the benefits of higher 
education underscores and reinforces the 
value of ensuring that all individuals, includ-
ing students enrolled in high school and 
working adults— 

(1) understand their postsecondary options; 
(2) understand college financing opportuni-

ties; and 
(3) have support to navigate the college ap-

plication and financial aid processes: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates November 2023 as ‘‘National 

College Application Month’’; 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to— 
(A) evaluate options for pursuing higher 

education; 
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(B) submit a Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid or an appropriate application 
for State-based financial aid in order to re-
ceive college financing opportunities; and 

(C) support every student, regardless of the 
background, age, or resources of the student, 
in obtaining the skills and knowledge needed 
to thrive; 

(3) supports efforts to better assist low-in-
come and first-generation college students 
throughout the financial aid and college ap-
plication process; 

(4) urges public officials, educators, par-
ents, students, and communities in the 
United States to observe National College 
Application Month with appropriate activi-
ties and programs designed to encourage stu-
dents to consider, research, and apply to col-
lege and for financial aid; and 

(5) commends teachers, counselors, men-
tors, and parents who support students 
throughout the college application process, 
as well as the organizations and institutions 
partnering to eliminate barriers to higher 
education. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 457—HON-
ORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF CAPTAIN SAMUEL 
FARMER OF THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS AND 
THE MARINES AND SAILORS OF 
1ST PLATOON, COMPANY G, 2ND 
BATTALION, 1ST MARINE REGI-
MENT 

Mr. HAWLEY submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 457 

Whereas Captain Samuel Farmer, from the 
State of Missouri, a dedicated and coura-
geous officer of the United States Marine 
Corps, faithfully served the United States for 
more than 4 years; 

Whereas Captain Samuel Farmer displayed 
an unwavering devotion to duty throughout 
his military career; 

Whereas then-First Lieutenant Samuel 
Farmer demonstrated outstanding bravery 
and selflessness while commanding the Ma-
rines and sailors of 1st Platoon, Company G, 
2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment during 
Operation Allies Refuge in Afghanistan; 

Whereas then-First Lieutenant Samuel 
Farmer led the Marines and sailors under his 
command in assisting and protecting civil-
ians under deteriorating conditions at Abbey 
Gate during the Kabul airlift; 

Whereas the Marines and sailors of 1st Pla-
toon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment, in acts of noble humanitarianism, 
provided their own food and water to women 
and children attempting to flee Kabul; 

Whereas the Marines and sailors of 1st Pla-
toon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment displayed heroism in combat with 
the enemy at Abbey Gate, including the 
critically wounded Marines who refused 
treatment in order to save fallen comrades; 

Whereas 9 members of 1st Platoon, Com-
pany G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment 
were killed in action and 14 members were 
wounded at Abbey Gate; 

Whereas then-First Lieutenant Samuel 
Farmer and the Marines and sailors of 1st 
Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Regiment reflected great credit upon 
themselves and upheld the highest traditions 
of the United States Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service; and 

Whereas Captain Samuel Farmer honor-
ably completed his service in the United 
States Marine Corps on October 30, 2023: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) extends its deepest gratitude to Captain 

Samuel Farmer for his dedicated service to 
the United States; 

(2) recognizes the sacrifices that Captain 
Samuel Farmer and the Marines and sailors 
of 1st Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment made for the United 
States; 

(3) commends the heroism shown by Cap-
tain Samuel Farmer and the Marines and 
sailors under his command in the line of 
duty; and 

(4) honors Captain Samuel Farmer and the 
Marines and sailors of 1st Platoon, Company 
G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment for 
their devotion to duty and decisive leader-
ship in the face of enemy action at Abbey 
Gate in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1363. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the bill 
S. 670, to improve services for trafficking 
victims by establishing, in Homeland Secu-
rity Investigations, the Investigators Main-
tain Purposeful Awareness to Combat Traf-
ficking Trauma Program and the Victim As-
sistance Program. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1363. Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 670, to improve services for traf-
ficking victims by establishing, in 
Homeland Security Investigations, the 
Investigators Maintain Purposeful 
Awareness to Combat Trafficking 
Trauma Program and the Victim As-
sistance Program; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘IMPACTT 
Human Trafficking Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INVESTIGATORS MAINTAIN PURPOSEFUL 

AWARENESS TO COMBAT TRAF-
FICKING TRAUMA PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established, 
in Homeland Security Investigations of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the 
Investigators Maintain Purposeful Aware-
ness to Combat Trafficking Trauma Program 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘IMPACTT 
Program’’). 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The IMPACTT Program 
shall— 

(1) provide outreach and training to Home-
land Security Investigations employees who 
have been exposed to various forms of trau-
ma in working with victims of human traf-
ficking, including— 

(A) self-awareness training for the relevant 
employees on recognizing the signs of burn-
out, compassion fatigue, critical incident 
stress, traumatic stress, posttraumatic 
stress, secondary traumatic stress, and vi-
carious trauma; 

(B) training material that— 
(i) provides mechanisms for self-care and 

resilience and notification of resources that 
are available through U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, such as the Employee 
Assistance Program, the Peer Support Pro-
gram, the Chaplain Program, and other rel-
evant accredited programs that are avail-
able; and 

(ii) provides examples of potential re-
sources that are available outside of U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, which 
may include, faith-based and community- 
based resources; and 

(C) provide additional training to first line 
supervisors of relevant employees on recog-
nizing the signs referred to in subparagraph 
(A) and the appropriate responses to employ-
ees exhibiting such signs; 

(2) include training modules that are car-
ried out by— 

(A) licensed and accredited clinicians 
who— 

(i) have been trained on the exposure of 
various forms of trauma and other stressors 
experienced in working with victims; and 

(ii) may have experience working with 
faith-based organizations, community-based 
organizations, counseling programs, or other 
social service programs; and 

(B) additional subject matter experts who 
are available; and 

(3) be overseen and coordinated by the De-
partment of Homeland Security Center for 
Countering Human Trafficking to ensure 
that— 

(A) appropriate program materials are dis-
tributed; 

(B) training is offered to all relevant em-
ployees; and 

(C) any needed travel and equipment is 
provided. 
SEC. 3. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS 

VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title IV of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
251 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 447. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGA-

TIONS VICTIM ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) FORENSIC INTERVIEW SPECIALIST.—The 

term ‘forensic interview specialist’ is an 
interview professional who has specialized 
experience and training in conducting trau-
ma-informed forensic interviews with vic-
tims of crime. 

‘‘(2) VICTIM.—The term ‘victim’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 503(e)(2) 
of the Victims’ Rights and Restitution Act 
of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20141(e)(2)). 

‘‘(3) VICTIM ASSISTANCE SPECIALIST.—The 
term ‘victim assistance specialist’ is a vic-
tim assistance professional who— 

‘‘(A) has experience working with victims 
of crime in a service capacity; 

‘‘(B) has been trained on the exposure of 
various forms of trauma and other stressors 
experienced in working with victims; and 

‘‘(C) may have experience working with 
local government and community-based or-
ganizations, including victim advocacy cen-
ters, child advocacy centers, child welfare 
agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
other social service programs. 

‘‘(b) IN GENERAL.—There is established, in 
Homeland Security Investigations of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the 
Victim Assistance Program. 

‘‘(c) FUNCTIONS.—The Victim Assistance 
Program shall— 

‘‘(1) provide oversight, guidance, training, 
travel, equipment, and coordination to 
Homeland Security Investigations victim as-
sistance personnel throughout the United 
States; 

‘‘(2) recruit not fewer than— 
‘‘(A) 1 forensic interview specialist and 1 

victim assistance specialist for each Home-
land Security Investigations Special Agent 
in Charge office; 

‘‘(B) 1 victim assistance specialist for— 
‘‘(i) every Homeland Security Investiga-

tions office participating in a human traf-
ficking task force; and 

‘‘(ii) every Homeland Security Investiga-
tions office participating in a child sexual 
exploitation task force; 

‘‘(3) support Homeland Security Investiga-
tions regional attaché offices, to the extent 
necessary; 
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‘‘(4) provide training regarding victims’ 

rights, victim-related policies, roles of foren-
sic interviewers and victim assistance spe-
cialists, and an approach that is— 

‘‘(A) victim-centered; 
‘‘(B) trauma-informed; and 
‘‘(C) linguistically appropriate, to the ex-

tent feasible; and 
‘‘(5) purchase emergency items that are 

needed to assist identified victims in Home-
land Security Investigations criminal inves-
tigations, including food, clothing, hygiene 
products, transportation, and temporary 
shelter that is not otherwise provided by a 
nongovernmental organization.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–296) is amended— 

(1) in section 1(b) (6 U.S.C. 101 note)— 
(A) by striking the item relating to section 

442 and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 442. U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.’’; 

and 
(B) by inserting after the item relating to 

section 446 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 447. Homeland Security Investigations 
Victim Assistance Program.’’; 

(2) in section 442— 
(A) by amending the section heading to 

read as follows: ‘‘U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUS-
TOMS ENFORCEMENT’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘bureau’’ each place such 
term appears (except in subsection (a)(1)) 
and inserting ‘‘agency’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘the Bureau of Border Se-
curity’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement’’; 

(D) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘OF BUREAU’’; 
(ii) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘affect-

ing the Bureau of’’ and inserting ‘‘affecting 
U.S.’’; and 

(iii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘the Bu-
reau.’’ and inserting ‘‘the agency.’’; and 

(E) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘Bureau of Border Security’’ 
and inserting ‘‘U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the 
Bureau of’’ before ‘‘Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services’’ and inserting ‘‘U.S.’’; and 

(3) in section 443(2), by striking ‘‘such bu-
reau’’ and inserting ‘‘such agency’’. 
SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall submit a report to Congress that iden-
tifies, with respect to the reporting period— 

(1) the number of trainings that were pro-
vided through the IMPACTT Program and 
the number of personnel who received such 
training; and 

(2) the number of human trafficking vic-
tims who were assisted by the Homeland Se-
curity Investigations Victim Assistance Pro-
gram. 
SEC. 5. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this Act. 
SEC. 6. SUNSET. 

This Act and the amendments made by 
this Act shall cease to have force or effect 
beginning on October 1, 2030. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, I have seven requests for commit-

tees to meet during today’s session of 
the Senate. They have the approval of 
the Majority and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 
The Committee on Finance is author-

ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, November 8, 
2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, No-
vember 8, 2023, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, November 8, 
2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, November 8, 
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
8, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, November 
8, 2023, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

f 

NATIONAL COLLEGE APPLICATION 
MONTH 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 456, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The resolution (S. Res. 456) designating No-
vember 2023 as ‘‘National College Applica-
tion Month’’. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 456) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF CAPTAIN SAMUEL 
FARMER OF THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS AND 
THE MARINES AND SAILORS OF 
1ST PLATOON, COMPANY G, 2ND 
BATTALION, 1ST MARINE REGI-
MENT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 457, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the resolution by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 457) honoring the dis-
tinguished service of Captain Samuel Farm-
er of the United States Marine Corps and the 
Marines and sailors of 1st Platoon, Company 
G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 457) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PRO-
TECTION OFFICER RETIREMENT 
TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS ACT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation Calendar No. 217, S. 311. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 311) to correct the inequitable de-
nial of enhanced retirement and annuity 
benefits to certain U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection Officers. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs with an amendment to 
strike all after the enacting clause and 
insert in lieu thereof the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection Officer Retirement Tech-
nical Corrections Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ADJUSTMENT RELATED TO TRANSITION 

RULES. 
(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this section the term 

‘‘Eligible Individual’’ means any individual 
who— 
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(1) received a tentative offer of employment as 

a U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officer 
before July 6, 2008; and 

(2) entered into duty as a U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officer on or after July 6, 
2008, as a result of an offer described in para-
graph (1). 

(b) TREATMENT OF ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.— 
Eligible Individuals— 

(1) are considered to be individuals serving as 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officers on 
July 6, 2008, for purposes of section 535(e) of the 
Department of Homeland Security Appropria-
tions Act, 2008 (division E of Public Law 110– 
161; 121 Stat. 1844); and 

(2) are entitled to— 
(A) the minimum annuity amount required 

under section 535(e)(2)(C) of such Act; and 
(B) an exemption from mandatory retirement 

otherwise required under section 8425(b)(1) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION.—Not later 

than 120 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall— 

(A) create a list of all Eligible Individuals; 
(B) notify each Eligible Individual of the an-

nuity correction described in subsection (b); and 
(C) provide the Director of the Office of Per-

sonnel Management with all of the information 
that is necessary for making annuity corrections 
with respect to Eligible Individuals. 

(2) COMPLETION OF ANNUITY CORRECTION.— 
After receiving the information described in 
paragraph (1)(C), the Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management shall make the annuity 
correction described in subsection (b) with re-
spect to each Eligible Individual, including a 
retroactive annuity adjustment for Eligible Indi-
viduals who retired before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act. 

(d) WAIVERS AND GUIDANCE.— 
(1) WAIVERS.—The Secretary of Homeland Se-

curity may retroactively waive the maximum 
entry age requirement under 3307(g) of title 5, 
United States Code, to the extent necessary, to 
ensure that each Eligible Individual is eligible 
for immediate retirement with the annuity cor-
rection described in subsection (b). 

(2) GUIDANCE.—The Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management, in consultation with 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall issue 
appropriate guidance to assist in the implemen-
tation of the annuity correction described in 
subsection (b). 

(e) GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE.— 
The Comptroller General of the United States— 

(1) shall review U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection (referred to in this subsection as ‘‘CBP’’) 
hiring practices, policies, and procedures related 
to eligibility for enhanced retirement benefits re-
ferred to in this section by assessing— 

(A) the process for determining whether an 
employee qualifies for such benefits, including 
considering any potential factors that would 
make an employee ineligible for such enhanced 
retirement benefits; 

(B) the internal controls used by CBP to en-
sure that all eligible employees, and only eligible 
employees, receive such enhanced retirement 
benefits; 

(C) the policies regarding the use of employ-
ees’ personnel files to ensure compliance with 
current laws governing retirement benefits; and 

(D) the adequacy of the training provided to 
CBP senior executives regarding human re-
sources and hiring practices at CBP; and 

(2) not later than 18 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, shall submit a report 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the House 
of Representatives that describes the results of 
the review conducted pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the committee-reported 

substitute amendment be agreed to; 
that the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment, 
in the nature of a substitute, was 
agreed to. 

The bill (S. 311), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

IMPACTT HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
ACT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 45, S. 670. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 670) to improve services for traf-
ficking victims by establishing, in Homeland 
Security Investigations, the Investigators 
Maintain Purposeful Awareness to Combat 
Trafficking Trauma Program and the Victim 
Assistance Program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the Peters 
substitute amendment, which is at the 
desk, be considered and agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1363) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘IMPACTT 
Human Trafficking Act’’. 
SEC. 2. INVESTIGATORS MAINTAIN PURPOSEFUL 

AWARENESS TO COMBAT TRAF-
FICKING TRAUMA PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established, 
in Homeland Security Investigations of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the 
Investigators Maintain Purposeful Aware-
ness to Combat Trafficking Trauma Program 
(referred to in this Act as the ‘‘IMPACTT 
Program’’). 

(b) FUNCTIONS.—The IMPACTT Program 
shall— 

(1) provide outreach and training to Home-
land Security Investigations employees who 
have been exposed to various forms of trau-
ma in working with victims of human traf-
ficking, including— 

(A) self-awareness training for the relevant 
employees on recognizing the signs of burn-
out, compassion fatigue, critical incident 
stress, traumatic stress, posttraumatic 
stress, secondary traumatic stress, and vi-
carious trauma; 

(B) training material that— 
(i) provides mechanisms for self-care and 

resilience and notification of resources that 
are available through U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement, such as the Employee 
Assistance Program, the Peer Support Pro-
gram, the Chaplain Program, and other rel-
evant accredited programs that are avail-
able; and 

(ii) provides examples of potential re-
sources that are available outside of U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement, which 
may include, faith-based and community- 
based resources; and 

(C) provide additional training to first line 
supervisors of relevant employees on recog-
nizing the signs referred to in subparagraph 
(A) and the appropriate responses to employ-
ees exhibiting such signs; 

(2) include training modules that are car-
ried out by— 

(A) licensed and accredited clinicians 
who— 

(i) have been trained on the exposure of 
various forms of trauma and other stressors 
experienced in working with victims; and 

(ii) may have experience working with 
faith-based organizations, community-based 
organizations, counseling programs, or other 
social service programs; and 

(B) additional subject matter experts who 
are available; and 

(3) be overseen and coordinated by the De-
partment of Homeland Security Center for 
Countering Human Trafficking to ensure 
that— 

(A) appropriate program materials are dis-
tributed; 

(B) training is offered to all relevant em-
ployees; and 

(C) any needed travel and equipment is 
provided. 
SEC. 3. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS 

VICTIM ASSISTANCE PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title IV of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
251 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
‘‘SEC. 447. HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGA-

TIONS VICTIM ASSISTANCE PRO-
GRAM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) FORENSIC INTERVIEW SPECIALIST.—The 

term ‘forensic interview specialist’ is an 
interview professional who has specialized 
experience and training in conducting trau-
ma-informed forensic interviews with vic-
tims of crime. 

‘‘(2) VICTIM.—The term ‘victim’ has the 
meaning given such term in section 503(e)(2) 
of the Victims’ Rights and Restitution Act 
of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20141(e)(2)). 

‘‘(3) VICTIM ASSISTANCE SPECIALIST.—The 
term ‘victim assistance specialist’ is a vic-
tim assistance professional who— 

‘‘(A) has experience working with victims 
of crime in a service capacity; 

‘‘(B) has been trained on the exposure of 
various forms of trauma and other stressors 
experienced in working with victims; and 

‘‘(C) may have experience working with 
local government and community-based or-
ganizations, including victim advocacy cen-
ters, child advocacy centers, child welfare 
agencies, faith-based organizations, and 
other social service programs. 

‘‘(b) IN GENERAL.—There is established, in 
Homeland Security Investigations of U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement, the 
Victim Assistance Program. 

‘‘(c) FUNCTIONS.—The Victim Assistance 
Program shall— 

‘‘(1) provide oversight, guidance, training, 
travel, equipment, and coordination to 
Homeland Security Investigations victim as-
sistance personnel throughout the United 
States; 

‘‘(2) recruit not fewer than— 
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‘‘(A) 1 forensic interview specialist and 1 

victim assistance specialist for each Home-
land Security Investigations Special Agent 
in Charge office; 

‘‘(B) 1 victim assistance specialist for— 
‘‘(i) every Homeland Security Investiga-

tions office participating in a human traf-
ficking task force; and 

‘‘(ii) every Homeland Security Investiga-
tions office participating in a child sexual 
exploitation task force; 

‘‘(3) support Homeland Security Investiga-
tions regional attaché offices, to the extent 
necessary; 

‘‘(4) provide training regarding victims’ 
rights, victim-related policies, roles of foren-
sic interviewers and victim assistance spe-
cialists, and an approach that is— 

‘‘(A) victim-centered; 
‘‘(B) trauma-informed; and 
‘‘(C) linguistically appropriate, to the ex-

tent feasible; and 
‘‘(5) purchase emergency items that are 

needed to assist identified victims in Home-
land Security Investigations criminal inves-
tigations, including food, clothing, hygiene 
products, transportation, and temporary 
shelter that is not otherwise provided by a 
nongovernmental organization.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—The Homeland Security Act of 2002 
(Public Law 107–296) is amended— 

(1) in section 1(b) (6 U.S.C. 101 note)— 
(A) by striking the item relating to section 

442 and inserting the following: 

‘‘Sec. 442. U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement.’’; 

and 
(B) by inserting after the item relating to 

section 446 the following: 

‘‘Sec. 447. Homeland Security Investigations 
Victim Assistance Program.’’; 

(2) in section 442— 
(A) by amending the section heading to 

read as follows: ‘‘U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUS-
TOMS ENFORCEMENT’’; 

(B) by striking ‘‘bureau’’ each place such 
term appears (except in subsection (a)(1)) 
and inserting ‘‘agency’’; 

(C) by striking ‘‘the Bureau of Border Se-
curity’’ each place such term appears and in-
serting ‘‘U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement’’; 

(D) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘OF BUREAU’’; 
(ii) in paragraph (3)(C), by striking ‘‘affect-

ing the Bureau of’’ and inserting ‘‘affecting 
U.S.’’; and 

(iii) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘the Bu-
reau.’’ and inserting ‘‘the agency.’’; and 

(E) in subsection (b)(2)— 
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph 

(A), by striking ‘‘Bureau of Border Security’’ 
and inserting ‘‘U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement’’; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the 
Bureau of’’ before ‘‘Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services’’ and inserting ‘‘U.S.’’; and 

(3) in section 443(2), by striking ‘‘such bu-
reau’’ and inserting ‘‘such agency’’. 

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and annually there-
after, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall submit a report to Congress that iden-
tifies, with respect to the reporting period— 

(1) the number of trainings that were pro-
vided through the IMPACTT Program and 
the number of personnel who received such 
training; and 

(2) the number of human trafficking vic-
tims who were assisted by the Homeland Se-
curity Investigations Victim Assistance Pro-
gram. 

SEC. 5. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 
No additional funds are authorized to be 

appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this Act. 
SEC. 6. SUNSET. 

This Act and the amendments made by 
this Act shall cease to have force or effect 
beginning on October 1, 2030. 

The bill (S. 670), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON 
INDIAN EDUCATION IMPROVE-
MENT ACT 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions be discharged from fur-
ther consideration of S. 749 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 749) to ensure that the National 

Advisory Council on Indian Education in-
cludes at least 1 member who is the presi-
dent of a Tribal College or University and to 
require the Secretaries of Education and In-
terior to consider the National Advisory 
Council on Indian Education’s reports in the 
preparation of budget materials. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the bill be considered read 
a third time and passed and that the 
motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 749) was ordered to be en-
grossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed as follows: 

S. 749 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Ad-
visory Council on Indian Education Improve-
ment Act’’ or the ‘‘NACIE Improvement 
Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL ON IN-

DIAN EDUCATION. 
(a) MEMBERSHIP OF NACIE.—By not later 

than 180 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act and notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of section 6141 of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
7471), the President shall ensure that the Na-
tional Advisory Council on Indian Education 
established under such section includes at 
least one member who is a president of a 
Tribal College or University (as defined in 
section 316(b) of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1059c(b)). 

(b) CONSIDERATION OF REPORTS.— 
(1) SHARING OF REPORT WITH SECRETARIES 

OF EDUCATION AND INTERIOR.—By not later 
than June 30 of each year, the National Advi-
sory Council on Indian Education shall pro-
vide the NACIE annual report submitted to 
Congress under section 6141(b)(3) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 

1965 (20 U.S.C. 7471(b)(3)) for such year to the 
Secretary of Education and the Secretary of 
the Interior. 

(2) DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.—The Sec-
retary of Education, in preparing the budget 
materials submitted to Congress by the Sec-
retary in support of the budget of the United 
States Government that is submitted under 
section 1105 of title 31, United States Code, 
shall consider the most recent NACIE annual 
report. 

(3) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR.—The 
Secretary of the Interior, in consultation 
with the Education Subcommittee of the 
Tribal-Interior Budget Council, in preparing 
the budget materials submitted to Congress 
by the Secretary of the Interior in support of 
the budget of the United States Government 
that is submitted under section 1105 of title 
31, United States Code, shall consider the 
most recent NACIE annual report. 

(c) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term 
‘‘NACIE annual report’’ means the report 
prepared under section 6141(b)(3) of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act of 
1965 (20 U.S.C. 7471(b)(3)). 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 9, 2023 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
finally ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned until 10 a.m. 
on Thursday, November 9; that fol-
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour-
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
the morning hour be deemed expired, 
the time for the two leaders be re-
served for their use later in the day, 
and morning business be closed; that 
upon the conclusion of morning busi-
ness, the Senate proceed to executive 
session to resume consideration of the 
Almadani nomination postcloture; fur-
ther, that following the disposition of 
the Almadani nomination, the Senate 
vote on confirmation of the McMillion 
nomination, and that at 1:45 p.m., the 
Senate vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the de Alba nomination; fi-
nally, that if any nominations are con-
firmed during Thursday’s session, the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table and the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:56 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
November 9, 2023, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate November 8, 2023: 

THE JUDICIARY 

RAMON ERNESTO REYES, JR., OF NEW YORK, TO BE 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN 
DISTRICT OF NEW YORK. 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

MARK W. LIBBY, OF MASSACHUSETTS, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN. 

EDGARD D. KAGAN, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO MALAYSIA. 

EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY COMMISSION 

CHARLOTTE A. BURROWS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OP-
PORTUNITY COMMISSION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JULY 1, 
2028. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:25 Nov 09, 2023 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 9801 E:\CR\FM\A08NO6.005 S08NOPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E1073 November 8, 2023 

BRITISH FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to the attention of the Congress and Citi-
zens of the United States a praiseworthy 
statement signed by thousands of our staunch 
ally, the United Kingdom, whose thought lead-
ers and public figures declared solidarity with 
Israel and the Jewish people during one of the 
greatest periods of catastrophe, suffering, and 
trial since the Nazi Holocaust. As Co-Chair of 
the Congressional Hellenic-Israel Alliance, as 
well as the International Religious Freedom 
Caucus, I feel it a duty highlight and commend 
these significant gestures. 

At a time when the world is in urgent need 
of moral clarity, leaders of media, government, 
business, sport, and the arts of the UK have 
risen masterfully to the occasion to establish 
British Friends of Israel with its clear-eyed 
statement—the October Declaration, signed 
by, as of this moment, nearly 100,000 of some 
UK’s most influential, accomplished, and nota-
ble citizens. Many excerpts best express what 
much of the world holds true regarding our 
Jewish brothers and sisters who are tragically 
confronting the ugliness of anti-Semitism in 
real time. In part, the Declaration reads: 

‘‘We unequivocally condemn all acts of ter-
rorism against civilians in Israel, especially 
the massacre on 7 October 2023. 

‘‘On 7 October 2023 the State of Israel and 
her citizens, both Jews and non-Jews, were 
subjected to a brutal terrorist attack, which 
resulted in the murder, torture, rape and 
kidnapping of over 1,500 people. 

‘‘More Jews were killed on that day than 
on any other day since the Holocaust. We are 
aware that Jews are not the only victims of 
this tragedy. Hamas knew that there would 
be consequences to 7 October, but the con-
sequences did not weigh with Hamas. 

‘‘Its ongoing terrorist operation is cal-
culated to cause maximum fear and distress. 
The people of Israel have been subjected to a 
near constant bombardment of rockets from 
Gaza and Lebanon. Civilians of all kinds—in-
cluding the elderly, disabled, women, chil-
dren, and babies—have been targeted in a di-
rect breach of the rules of war. 

‘‘We call for all the hostages taken on 7 Oc-
tober to be released immediately. It is an es-
sential step on the path to peace and the ces-
sation of hostilities. 

‘‘We stand in support of British Jews and 
condemn acts of anti-Semitism. 

‘‘British Jews should not live in fear be-
cause of actions taken by the state of Israel 
to defend itself. The British state must do 
everything in its power to protect them. 

‘‘We ask the media, members of all polit-
ical parties and everyone in public life to 
call out Hamas for what it is: a terrorist 
organisation. 

‘‘Hamas, whose actions have led directly 
and indirectly to the tragic deaths of many 
Palestinian civilians as well as Israelis, is a 
proscribed terrorist organisation in the UK 
as well as in many other states. The Home 
Secretary and the Prime Minister have iden-

tified Hamas as a terrorist organisation. 
Failure to use the correct language—describ-
ing Hamas as ‘militants’ or ‘fighters’, for in-
stance—creates the false impression that 
Hamas and Israel’s armed forces are morally 
equivalent and is an affront to the group’s 
victims—the dead, their families, and those 
currently being held hostage. 

Mr. Speaker, in our time, who could have 
anticipated the need to take such a stand in 
nations like the United States and the United 
Kingdom against unspeakable events that un-
folded exactly one month ago today. But re-
grettably, denial of the atrocities and the will-
ingness of some to side with Hamas have ex-
posed a layer of society that raises concerns 
about the value placed on Jewish lives. 

The idea for British Friends of Israel came 
from leading British public figures including 
journalists Laura Dodsworth, Allison Pearson, 
Toby Young, legal scholar Francis Hoar, Think 
Tank head Emma Webb and others who rec-
ognize the duty to express solidarity with glob-
al Jews. The speed at which the media nar-
rative shifted from the savagery of Hamas at-
tacks to concern about the destruction in Gaza 
is disheartening. 

We have witnessed bias and antagonism by 
public figures, some in this Congress, some in 
the media, and some at leading American uni-
versities in the face of these atrocities. This is 
beyond troubling. 

In the words of Sir Tom Stoppard, ‘‘Before 
we take up a position on what’s happening 
now, we should consider whether this is a 
fight over territory or a struggle between civili-
zation and barbarism.’’ 

Let us stand united with British Friends of 
Israel and The October Declaration. By lend-
ing our voices, we send a powerful message 
of support to our Jewish brothers and sisters 
in Israel and around the world. The stakes are 
critical in the fight for Civilization over barba-
rism. 

f 

HONORING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE PIKES PEAK FIRE-
ARMS COALITION OF COLORADO 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 30th anniversary of the Pikes Peak 
Firearms Coalition of Colorado, a leading 
voice for firearms rights in my Congressional 
District. The organization’s purpose is to advo-
cate, support, and protect the right to keep 
and bear arms as enumerated in the Second 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution and Arti-
cle II, Section 13 of the Colorado Constitution, 
and to promote the safe, responsible, and law-
ful use of firearms. 

Initially formed in 1992 as the Colorado 
Springs Chapter of the Firearms Coalition of 
Colorado, in 1993 the group formed their own 
local organization as the Pikes Peaks Fire-
arms Coalition and incorporated as a Colorado 

non-profit. Since then, they have advocated 
for firearm rights before the Colorado Springs 
City Council, the El Paso County Board of 
Commissioners, and the Colorado General As-
sembly. The effect of their advocacy is far- 
reaching. They sponsor groups that teach 
young people the safe handling and storage of 
firearms. Additionally, they provide financial 
support to local gun ranges including the 
Cheyenne Mountain Shooting Complex at Fort 
Carson and previously assisted in cleanup ef-
forts for the U.S. Forest Service Rampart 
Range shooting area while it was in operation. 
In their monthly meetings, they promote the 
safe and lawful use of firearms. They invite 
speakers to present programs on various fire-
arm issues, equipment, training, and tech-
niques. Hundreds of people have benefited 
from the Pikes Peak Firearms Coalition of 
Colorado’s educational and practical ap-
proach. 

At their core, Pikes Peak Firearms Coalition 
members believe that the Second Amendment 
protects an individual’s right to keep and bear 
arms in defense of their home, person, and 
property and to protect against a tyrannical 
government. Ultimately, they believe the fire-
arms issue to be entered entwined with civil 
rights, and object to all anti-gun proposals 
which limit the ability of the elderly, the poor, 
the handicapped, or other legally armed citi-
zens to defend themselves. Finally, they firmly 
believe that to control crime, we must focus on 
the perpetrator rather than his instrument. The 
irresponsible banning of a weapon based sole-
ly on emotion only serves to empower crimi-
nals, as law-abiding citizens, by definition, do 
not break the law. 

I would like to offer my sincere congratula-
tions on 30 years of advocacy to a group that 
upholds and protects the Second Amendment 
so well. 

f 

REMEMBERING WACONIA 
FIREFIGHTER JEFFREY BORG 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Waconia Firefighter Jeffrey 
Borg who passed away late last month. 

Jeff’s passion for helping others was evident 
in everything he did. As a firefighter for more 
than 27 years, he risked his life to protect the 
safety of his community. Over his years of 
service to the department, he went on to train 
many new firefighters, including his son Car-
ter. The father-son duo served together in the 
Waconia Fire Department during the last few 
years of Jeff’s life. 

As an employee of the City of Victoria, Jeff 
took pride in his work and put the needs of 
others first, often working 18-hour shifts plow-
ing snow for the city and then coming home 
to plow his driveway. During his tenure at the 
City of Victoria, he joined the Victoria Fire De-
partment while simultaneously serving as a 
firefighter for the City of Waconia. 
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Jeff will be remembered as a loving father, 

husband and son. Whether it was serving as 
pit crew to his father LeRoy in local demolition 
derbies or being the number-one fan at his 
kids’ sports games. Jeff’s happiest moments 
were by his family’s side. 

We offer our deepest condolences to Jeff’s 
family, friends and colleagues. May his mem-
ory bring them comfort during this challenging 
time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EISNER MEMO-
RIAL RED BANK PUBLIC LI-
BRARY 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to congratulate the Eisner Memorial Red Bank 
Public Library as its administration, Board of 
Trustees, volunteers, and community mem-
bers gather to kick off the commemoration of 
its 100th anniversary. The Red Bank Public Li-
brary has been an integral part of the local 
community since its establishment and con-
tinues to uphold its mission to provide resi-
dents with an inclusive environment to learn 
and gather. 

Although the community had a library since 
1878, patrons were charged a subscription fee 
by the institution, and were restricted to bor-
rowing one book at a time. In 1923, residents 
voted to create a free public library—no longer 
limiting access to those who could afford it— 
and on January 2, 1924, the Borough took 
control of the assets in this endeavor. Today, 
the library is a member of the Libraries of Mid-
dlesex Automation Consortium, significantly 
expanding its circulation materials and acces-
sibility. 

Throughout its history, the Eisner Memorial 
Red Bank Public Library has supported and 
been supported by the community. Sigmund 
Eisner was a prominent Red Bank resident 
and longtime benefactor of the library. The li-
brary’s current location is the former Eisner 
residence, which was gifted to the library by 
his sons. The family continues to support the 
library today. 

The Eisner Memorial Red Bank Public Li-
brary maintains outstanding resources and ac-
cessibility for its patrons. Over the years, the 
library has expanded its collection and offer-
ings. It has evolved with technology and the 
changing needs of its visitors and pivoted dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic to still meet the 
needs of the community while observing 
health protocols and precautions. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
marking the 100th anniversary of the Eisner 
Memorial Red Bank Public Library. Its contin-
ued service to the community is truly deserv-
ing of this body’s recognition. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JENNIFER A. KIGGANS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained due to local and 

state elections in my district, and I regret miss-
ing the votes on the Amendments to H.R. 
4820, Making Appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, HUD, an related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2024. Had I been present, I would have 
voted nay on Roll Call No. 613; yea on Roll 
Call No. 614; nay on Roll Call No. 615; nay on 
Roll Call No. 617; nay on Roll Call No. 618; 
yea on Roll Call No. 619; and nay on Roll Call 
No. 620. 

f 

ADDRESSING VOTES ON H. RES. 
559, H.R. 340, H.R. 3774, AND H. 
RES. 798 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ad-
dress my votes on bills passed through the 
House of Representatives under suspension 
of the Rules the week of October 30. 2023: H. 
Res. 559, H.R. 340, H.R. 3774, and H. Res. 
798. 

I voted no on H. Res. 559 because it con-
tained language that could insinuate U.S. sup-
port for potential military action against Iran at 
a moment when de-escalation is necessary. 
This legislation was overly broad, and without 
an opportunity for proper debate on the House 
Floor, this bill has the potential to give license 
to the United States to use any means, includ-
ing military action, against Iran without Con-
gressional approval. 

I voted no on H.R. 340, the Hamas Inter-
national Financing Prevention Act, because it 
was intentionally amended to delay humani-
tarian aid to Gaza, where people are suffering 
without access to food, drinking water, fuel, 
and medical care. The United States has right-
ly designated Hamas as a terrorist organiza-
tion since 1997—but holding Hamas account-
able cannot come at the expense of Pales-
tinian civilians living in Gaza, roughly 40 per-
cent of which are under 14 years of age. This 
is dangerous, as civilians must be protected 
under international law. 

I voted no on H.R. 3774, the SHIP Act, be-
cause the bill contains overly broad language 
that would have serious impacts on the global 
economy and the U.S. economy as well. 
Sanctions are one of the most important and 
impactful diplomatic tools that we have in 
managing our relationships and security 
around the globe. The Executive Branch that 
administers them needs to be able to adjust 
and scale sanctions for them to be effective. 
The waiver within this bill provides the Execu-
tive with limited flexibility—rendering the waiv-
er provision nearly unusable. 

I voted yes on H. Res. 798 condemning the 
support of Hamas, Hezbollah, and other ter-
rorist organizations at institutions of higher 
education because every student deserves a 
safe environment in which to learn and live. 
This resolution fails to mention the concurrent 
rise in anti-Muslim and anti-Arab hate. It is a 
glaring omission not to include other protected 
classes. Antisemitism and Islamophobia are 
on the rise in the U.S., and hatred in all its 
forms is unacceptable and must not be toler-
ated anywhere. 

All people deserve safety and security, and 
the only sustainable path forward is one where 

international human rights and international 
law are at the forefront and democratic ideals 
are upheld. Peace must remain our utmost 
goal in the days, weeks, and months ahead. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SERGEANT DANIEL 
J. SWIFT OF THE HORNELL PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT FOR HIS 
SERVICE AND SACRIFICE 

HON. NICHOLAS A. LANGWORTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
privilege to rise today and commemorate Ser-
geant Daniel J. Swift of Hornell, New York for 
his service and sacrifice to the City of Hornell. 
On October 24, 1973, Sergeant Swift was tar-
geted and murdered by a young man who had 
stolen his father’s car with the intention to 
wreak havoc within his community. At only 25 
years old, Daniel was cruelly taken from our 
world: a world which he only sought to protect. 
His badge number—16—has been retired 
from use within the City of Hornell Police De-
partment ever since. 

On October 28, 2023, constituents of the 
Hornell community and greater Southern Tier 
assembled to view the unveiling of a memorial 
honoring Sergeant Swift, for his service and 
sacrifice to his community. While some 
choose to target and defame members of law 
enforcement because their presence in our 
lives, members of my district chose instead to 
rally around the memory of one of the many 
police officers who chose every day to leave 
the safety of their homes and families in order 
to protect all of ours. 

I am honored to join the City of Hornell in 
recognizing Sergeant Daniel J. Swift for his 
service and dedication to the City of Hornell. 
May his memorial forever remind us of the 
vital role which our law enforcement officers 
play in protecting our communities and free-
doms. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, due 
to the last minute House floor schedule 
changes, I had previously committed to an 
event in my home state of Florida which I 
could not miss, so I missed the vote on H. 
Res. 845. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea on Roll Call No. 622. 

f 

HONORING THE CAPTAIN JAMES 
MCFARLAND AMERICAN LEGION 
POST 79 

HON. ANDY KIM 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. KIM of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Captain James McFarland 
American Legion Post 79 in Burlington City as 
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they celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
construction of the Post’s building this Vet-
erans Day. 

After starting operations in 1919, both vet-
erans and community members of Burlington 
City came together to erect the building that 
currently stands today. Originally constructed 
to honor those who bravely served our nation 
in World War I and completed in 1923, this 
weekend marks the Post’s 100 years of serv-
ice to our community and continued mission of 
honoring the service of our veterans. Named 
after Captain James McFarland, a resident of 
Burlington, who served as a medical doctor in 
the 113th Infantry during the first World War, 
his legacy lives on today in Post 79 and the 
veteran community that continues service to 
others by following in his footsteps. 

While many community members locally 
know Post 79 for their success in maintaining 
a Drum and Bugle Corps and attending many 
local events and parades, the Post has also 
coordinated many efforts to connect our neigh-
bors with crucial resources. From blood drives 
to their annual Thomas Ryan Scholarship for 
students, they have made an indelible impact 
on those around them. Now as an organiza-
tion consisting of 55 members, Post 79 is un-
doubtedly an integral pan of what makes our 
community thrive. 

Beyond these first 100 years of service to 
our community, Post 79 is taking even more 
steps to honor our veterans’ stories through 
establishing their Memorial Walkway. This will 
provide all families of veterans with a place to 
reflect and honor our servicemembers’ sac-
rifice for many years to come. 

This weekend as we honor both the 100th 
anniversary of Post 79 and Veterans Day, I 
wish our veteran community all the best in 
honoring this momentous occasion. I look for-
ward to continuing to work to honor our vet-
erans’ memories for many more years to 
come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ANTHONY D’ESPOSITO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. D’ESPOSITO. Mr. Speaker, due to un-
foreseen circumstances, I was unable to par-
ticipate in voting on the passage of H. Res. 
845. Had I been present, I would have voted 
yea on Roll Call No. 622. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF MR. 
LARRY W. SWALES 

HON. MICHAEL GUEST 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. GUEST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Larry W. Swales, a vital mem-
ber of our community in Rankin County, Mis-
sissippi. Currently serving our community as 
the Chancery Clerk of Rankin County since 
2008, Mr. Swales is the only person to serve 
as president of both the Mississippi Associa-
tion of Supervisors and Mississippi Chancery 
Clerks Association. 

Mr. Larry Swales has been a vital part of his 
community for many years starting with his 

membership since 1977 at the St. Mark’s 
United Methodist Church. He has served as a 
lay delegate to the United Methodist Church 
Annual Conference and as an usher, as well 
as on various church committees through the 
years. 

Mr. Swales is a dedicated Hinds Community 
College alumnus. Having graduated from 
Hinds Community College, he was the alum-
nus of the year in 1998, served on the founda-
tion board, and was named one of the 100 
people most passionate about Hinds Commu-
nity College. Throughout his time, he has 
served in various other capacities at Hinds, in-
cluding as a member of the Rankin Alumni As-
sociation and as President of the alumni asso-
ciation; and since 2023 he has served on the 
board of trustees. 

As a Veteran of the United States Navy, Mr, 
Swales is a proud American. He has volun-
teered with the fire department and the Mis-
sissippi State Fire Academy in various roles, 
saving lives and gaining certificates in EMS, 
basic firefighting, and a certificate of apprecia-
tion for his role in aiding the people of Web-
ster County in recovering from a courthouse 
fire. 

His service continues with the Rankin Coun-
ty American Cancer Society, Rankin County 
Heart Association, Rankin County Rotary 
Club, Northwest Rankin High School Football 
Chain Gang, and other various organizations 
throughout Rankin County. In 2021 he was 
named the Citizen of the Year by the Junior 
Auxiliary of Rankin County. 

While his community is important to him, 
more important is his relationship with his fam-
ily. He has been married for 53 years to Linda 
and is the father of Josh Swales and Megan 
Rushing. Larry is also the loving grandfather 
of five grandchildren: Jackson, Aiden, Jake, 
Baker, and Remy. 

Mr. Swales’ service spans many years and 
many organizations, and I am proud to recog-
nize his service in Rankin County and the 
state of Mississippi as he prepares to retire 
from public office. 

f 

HONORING MARY ANN GOSSETT 
MOORE’S LIFE AND LEGACY 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Mary Ann Gossett 
Moore of Tyler, Texas. Mary Ann was born on 
March 26, 1926, in Troup, Texas and was 
later baptized and joined Big Springs Baptist 
Church in Blackjack, Texas. From an early 
age, Mary Ann had a quest for education and 
graduated from Troup High School, in Troup, 
Texas, and later was the second of her ten 
siblings to pursue a higher education degree. 

Mary Ann would go on to spend two years 
at Texas College in Tyler, Texas, where she 
majored in Home Economics. Prior to college, 
Mary Ann worked alongside her siblings and 
parents in the cotton fields, where her grand-
father owned several hundred acres of farm-
land. 

Mary Ann would go on to marry Robert 
Moore Jr. for 50 years and have two children, 
Edward Don, and Della Marie. Mary Ann and 
her husband lived in North Tyler and were ac-

tive members of True Light Missionary Baptist 
Church, Tyler, Texas, where she served as 
president of the senior choir and the dea-
coness auxiliary, and was a trusted member of 
the Pastor’s Aide Committee for over 35 
years. She also dutifully worked for Trane 
Technologies (formerly General Electric) for 26 
years, where she later retired. 

As the Matriarch of the Moore family, Mary 
Ann, was a devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother, and great-great-grandmother. She 
served her family with a steadfast commitment 
to her deep-rooted values of respect, hard 
work, and kindness. Mary Ann was also an 
avid baker and had a deep love for her 
church, serving as Church Mother until she 
departed this life. 

I extend my prayers to all Mary Ann’s loved 
ones during this time. May her memory be a 
blessing. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HEROIC SERV-
ICE OF KADRI CAKRANI DURING 
THE HOLOCAUST 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
take this opportunity to recognize the humani-
tarian efforts of Albanian Commandant-Gen-
eral Kadri Cakrani. 

On Saturday, November 11, 2023, the Alba-
nian and Southeastern European Studies Pro-
gram at DePaul University will host an event 
entitled, The Cakrani Family of Albania: Re-
pairing the Fabric of History, that will honor 
the work of General Cakrani in protecting 
Jews during the Holocaust and advancing De-
mocracy in Albania. Illinois is the home of 
many relatives of General Cakrani, including 
my constituents Elizabeth Cakrani Vrato, Evan 
Metaj, and Abigail Vrato—his granddaughter, 
great-great-grandson, and great-grand-
daughter, respectively. 

During the German occupation of Albania, 
Commandant-General Cakrani led the protec-
tion of over 600 Jewish refugees and resi-
dents in the Berat region from Nazi capture 
during the Holocaust. At risk of death, General 
Cakrani lied to Nazi officials about the where-
abouts of Jews hiding in Albania and guided 
efforts to shelter Jews in safe hiding locations, 
including his own home. His courage and 
leadership contributed to Albania being the 
only European country that ended World War 
II with more Jewish residents than at the start 
of the war. Further, General Cakrani sheltered 
three American Army nurses and secretly re-
turned them to Allies after their plane crashed 
in Albania. 

In 1951, General Cakrani moved to the 
United States after President Harry Truman 
granted him political asylum. He worked with 
the U.S. Intelligence to try to bring Democracy 
to Albania for the remainder of his life. The 
lives and safety of families and individuals de-
pended on General Cakrani’s silence about 
his efforts during his lifetime. The DePaul 
event is a step to recognize his humanitarian 
work during and after the war. 

The Auschwitz Memorial Museum, the 
United States Holocaust Museum, the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum, the Jerusalem Post, and 
the Israel Hayom have all recognized General 
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Cakrani’s service and bravery. Illinois Gov-
ernor J.B. Pritzker recently issued an execu-
tive proclamation recognizing November 11, 
2023, as Kadri Cakrani Day in Illinois. 

I wish to add my voice to those recognizing 
the service and bravery of Commandant-Gen-
eral Kadri Cakrani in the protection of Jews 
during the Holocaust and his work to promote 
Democracy in Albania. I wish his family well 
as they honor his work this week at the 
DePaul event on Kadri Cakrani Day in Illinois. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JENNIFER A. KIGGANS 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unavoidably detained due to local and 
state elections in my district, and I regret miss-
ing the votes on the Amendments to H.R. 
4820, and the motion to table H. Res. 845 
Transportation, HUD, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Yea 
on Roll Call No. 608; Nay on Roll Call No. 
609; Yea on Roll Call No. 610; Nay on Roll 
Call No. 611; and Nay on Roll Call No. 612. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SFC WILLIAM MONT-
GOMERY ON RECEIVING THE 
PURPLE HEART 

HON. LAUREN BOEBERT 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Ms. BOEBERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sergeant First Class William Montgomery, a 
true American hero who has finally been 
awarded the Purple Heart for injuries suffered 
in the line of duty in service to our great coun-
try. The price of freedom is not free, and I am 
overjoyed that my office can help heroes like 
Sergeant First Class Montgomery receive the 
recognition they so richly deserve. 

Sergeant First Class Montgomery was born 
in Tucson, Arizona, and graduated high school 
in Spring Creek, Nevada. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army as a 19D Cavalry Scout and at-
tended One Station Unit Training in Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, graduating with honors. His long 
and distinguished military career includes de-
ployments in Operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom, where he earned numer-
ous awards and accolades including the 
Bronze Star, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
the Army Commendation Medal, the Valorous 
Unit Award, and the Iraq Campaign Medal 
with 3 Stars, reflecting his exceptional service 
to our country. He has now earned the Purple 
Heart, an award reserved only for those who 
are wounded or killed in service to our nation. 
In July of 2015, Sergeant First Class Mont-
gomery was medically discharged from the 
United States Army and now resides in Colo-
rado’s Third District with his six wonderful chil-
dren: Rain, Porter, Lexington, Izabella, Kai, 
and Koda. 

Mr. Speaker, Sergeant First Class Mont-
gomery’s service is a shining example for all 
Americans. His distinguished career has been 
marked with selfless courage and an unwaver-

ing willingness to put everything on the line for 
our nation and everything it stands for. I urge 
all Americans to join me in congratulating Ser-
geant First Class Montgomery for receiving 
the Purple Heart and for being a beacon of 
American pride and inspiration for Colorado’s 
Third Congressional District and America. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MT. ZION BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. GREG CASAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. CASAR. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege 
to recognize Mt. Zion Baptist Church on the 
celebration of its 150th anniversary this year. 

Founded 1873 in Williamson Creek, this 
church soon faced its first challenges. Only 10 
years after its founding, a flood destroyed the 
church building. Through resilience and faith, 
the congregation worshipped and held serv-
ices in their homes while their community re-
built what was lost. 

In 1948, the old walls of Mt. Zion Williamson 
Creek were transported and reinstalled at their 
new home in Austin, where it became Mt. Zion 
Missionary Baptist Church. Beginning in 1970, 
under the leadership of the late Rev. Dr. G. V. 
Clark, the church experienced a large increase 
in membership and expanded its facilities on 
and around East 13th Street. With a deep 
commitment to his faith and community, Dr. 
Clark served the congregants of Mt. Zion for 
five decades. Our whole community is greatly 
indebted to him for a lifetime of service. 

For over 150 years, Mt. Zion has been a pil-
lar of East Austin. Under the current leader-
ship of Reverend Dr. Daryl Horton, Mt. Zion 
continues a tradition of commitment and serv-
ice to our community through charity and vol-
unteerism, like housing the elderly, feeding 
children, and the poor. As the Congressman 
for the 35th District of Texas. I am proud to 
congratulate them on their 150 years of faithful 
service and dedication to improving the lives 
of so many in Austin. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH PASTORAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF BISHOP DON-
ALD HILLIARD, JR. 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
join with the congregation of Cathedral Inter-
national in honoring Bishop Donald Hilliard, Jr. 
on his 40th Pastoral Anniversary. Bishop 
Hilliard’s dedication to faith and community are 
truly deserving of this body’s recognition. 

As Senior Pastor of Cathedral International, 
Dr. Hilliard has ushered immense expansion 
of the church. When Dr. Hilliard became Sen-
ior Pastor at the age of 26, there were 125 
congregants; today membership has grown to 
10,000 and serves the communities of Perth 
Amboy, Asbury Park, and Plainfield. His vision 
to embrace technology and add streaming ca-
pabilities to the church not only allows the 
church to reach those who are unable to wor-

ship in person, but also served the full con-
gregation during the COVID–19 pandemic. 

Throughout his tenure, Dr. Hilliard has en-
couraged his congregants to practice faith in 
action, serving the needs of people through 
several worship and outreach ministries. Like-
wise, the Cathedral Community Development 
Corporation that Dr. Hilliard founded provides 
support and services to uplift the local commu-
nity. His leadership has fostered greater spir-
ituality, fellowship, and community involvement 
of diverse populations. 

His contributions to the community have 
been recognized with several awards and 
board positions, including the Drew University 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Humanitarian Award, 
the National Conference for Community and 
Justice Humanitarian Award, and the Perth 
Amboy Chamber of Commerce Executive of 
the Year Award. Additionally, he is a lifetime 
member of the NAACP. 

Mr. Speaker, I sincerely hope my colleagues 
will join me in congratulating Bishop Donald 
Hilliard, Jr. on his 40th Pastoral Anniversary. 
Dr. Hilliard continues to provide outstanding 
spiritual leadership to the Perth Amboy, As-
bury Park, and Plainfield communities and his 
service is to be celebrated. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for votes on November 2, 2023, 
I would have voted in the following manner: 
Roll Call No. 579 on the Crane Amendment 
No. 85, I would have voted No; Roll Call No. 
580 on the Crane Amendment No. 86, I would 
have voted No: Roll Call No. 581 on the 
Fulcher Amendment No. 89, I would have 
voted No; Roll Call No. 582 on the Gosar 
Amendment No. 91, I would have voted No; 
Roll Call No. 583 on the Greene Amendment 
No. 94, I would have voted No; Roll Call No. 
584 on the McCormick Amendment No. 101, 
I would have voted No; Roll Call No. 585 on 
the McCormick Amendment No. 102, I would 
have voted No; Roll Call No. 586 on the Miller 
Amendment No. 103, I would have voted No; 
Roll Call No. 587 on the Nehls Amendment 
No. 107, I would have voted No; Roll Call No. 
588 on the Norman Amendment No. 110, I 
would have voted No; Roll Call No. 589 on the 
Norman Amendment No. 112, I would have 
voted No; Roll Call No. 590 on the Norman 
Amendment No. 113, I would have voted No; 
Roll Call No. 591 on the Norman Amendment 
No. 115, I would have voted No; and Roll Call 
No. 592 on the Ogles Amendment No. 116, I 
would have voted No. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BLAIR OAKS 
VOLLEYBALL ON THEIR CLASS 3 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Blair Oaks High School on their 
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victory in Missouri’s Class 3 Volleyball State 
Championship. 

The team claimed the Class 3 title for the 
third straight year by beating the Ursuline 
Bears in a tightly contested match. After falling 
behind early, Seniors Gabby Horn and Au-
tumn Bax led the Lady Falcons to an improb-
able comeback in the final three sets. The 
team should be commended for all their hard 
work throughout the past year and for bringing 
home another state championship to their 
school and community. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the Blair Oaks volleyball team for a job well 
done. 

f 

HONORING RIVER ROCK 
OUTFITTER 

HON. ABIGAIL DAVIS SPANBERGER 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Ms. SPANBERGER Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate April and Keith Peterson and the 
River Rock Outfitter team on their hard-earned 
nomination for the United States Chamber of 
Commerce’s 2023 Top Small Business award. 

Located in Downtown Fredericksburg, River 
Rock Outfitter provides apparel, gear, and 
guided outdoor experiences to customers 
while bringing awareness to local recreational 
opportunities in the region. River Rock Outfit-
ters is committed to supporting access to 
recreation and conservation efforts in the com-
munity and is widely known for its friendly and 
knowledgeable staff. Notably, over 70 percent 
of its staff are women—actively challenging 
gender biases in the outdoor sector and cre-
ating an inviting environment for women to ex-
plore the outdoors through their programming, 
like their GirlsGO! initiative. 

In response to supply chain backlogs and 
an increased interest in the outdoors during 
the pandemic, April and her team imple-
mented the ‘‘Re-Boot with River Rock consign-
ment program.’’ This initiative expanded River 
Rock Outfitter’s reach to a national level, en-
couraged people across the country to explore 
the outdoors, and promoted sustainability. 

April’s contributions as an owner extend 
past River Rock Outfitter’s storefront—she has 
become a prominent fixture in the community 
as an active member of the Fredericksburg 
Virginia Main Street, serving as its president 
from 2020 to 2021. She has also earned mul-
tiple accolades from organizations such as the 
Rotary Foundation, Chesapeake Conservancy, 
and Blue Ridge Outdoors, for her contributions 
to the community and philanthropy. 

River Rock Outfitter has embraced commu-
nity, inclusivity and representation, and sus-
tainability throughout their journey. These at-
tributes distinguish them as an outstanding 
small business, and Fredericksburg is lucky to 
have them in our community. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating River Rock Outfitter, a finalist for 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s 2023 Top 
Small Business award. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
No. 611, I mistakenly voted Aye when I in-
tended to vote Nay. 

f 

SPECIAL RECOGNITION OF DON-
ALD JAMES KEEHAN UPON HIS 
INDUCTION INTO THE OHIO VET-
ERANS HALL OF FAME 

HON. ROBERT E. LATTA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize and remember the life of a dedicated 
veteran upon his induction into the Ohio Vet-
erans Hall of Fame. Donald James Keehan, 
who sadly passed away last year, has been 
inducted posthumously after his years of serv-
ice and contributions to his community and 
Ohio. 

Donald’s leadership both in and out of uni-
form was exemplary, whether it was through 
his service to our nation in the Korean War or 
as founder and CEO of globally recognized 
Advanced Polymer Coatings. His work as an 
entrepreneur in the polymers and resins indus-
try included numerous patents and the devel-
opment of multiple companies that employed 
many Ohioans. 

It was Donald’s philanthropic work with 
youth and military families that established him 
as a community leader when it came to sup-
port for military families, military transition 
issues, and the broader Northeast Ohio vet-
erans’ community. He was instrumental in pro-
viding housing for wounded warriors with his 
rental properties in northeast Ohio. He was 
also a tremendous mentor to both the profes-
sional business community and to the youth of 
the area. 

Passionate about philanthropy, Donald sup-
ported education by providing more than one 
million dollars to St. Edward High School in 
Lakewood, Ohio, where he served as a trust-
ee, for students to study innovative engineer-
ing and entrepreneurship. He also supported 
and helped grow Young Men’s Chance for 
Change whose mission is to help inner-city 
young men achieve better lives and opportuni-
ties. 

Donald’s life also revolved around his fam-
ily. He was married to his wife, Arlene, for 63 
years. During that time, they raised six chil-
dren and became grandparents and then 
great-grandparents. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask our colleagues to join me 
in paying special tribute to the life and service 
of Donald James Keehan. On behalf of the 
people of the Fifth Congressional District of 
Ohio, I recognize the devotion and compas-
sion that Donald had for his family, commu-
nity, and Nation. I applaud the special ac-
knowledgment that accompanies his induction 
into the Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE FLOOD 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. FLOOD. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
610, I mistakenly voted no when I intended to 
vote aye. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMERICAN AMBU-
LANCE ASSOCIATION STAR OF 
LIFE NOMINEE TOM FENNELL 

HON. TOM EMMER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a first responder in my district, Tom 
Fennell. Tom has been nominated for the 
American Ambulance Association’s Star of Life 
Award; a prestigious recognition given to 
those who have made exceptional contribu-
tions to the emergency medical services 
(EMS) community. 

Tom’s journey into emergency medical serv-
ices began in his childhood, growing up with 
ambulances in his garage. His father owned a 
local ambulance service, instilling in Tom a 
deep appreciation for the lifesaving work of 
EMS providers. 

After leaving home, Tom continued to his in-
volvement in EMS, working with a Basic Life 
Support ambulance service which he helped 
evolve into an Advanced Life Support service. 

Tom’s dedication and expertise were evi-
dent and he quickly became recognized as a 
leader in the field. He went on to serve as a 
regulator for the State of Minnesota’s EMS 
Section, gaining valuable insights into the 
challenges faced by ambulance service pro-
viders across the state. 

Tom has made a profound impact on the 
emergency medical services community in St. 
Cloud and across Minnesota. He is an inspira-
tion to all those who have had the opportunity 
to work alongside him. 

Throughout the years, we have been grate-
ful to see many exceptional Minnesotans hon-
ored as American Ambulance Association Star 
of Life recipients. America’s first female Emer-
gency Medical Technician and Star of Life Re-
cipient, Rose Pelzel, and her fellow Star of 
Life recipient, Marcia Anderson, were both 
panelists in our office’s Young Women’s Lead-
ership Program. Both women are pioneers in 
the emergency medical services field, and we 
were lucky to have them participate. 

Congratulations to Tom on joining these im-
pressive ranks, and I thank him for all his work 
on behalf of EMTs and first responders in Min-
nesota. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF PASTOR RALPH E. 
KELLY, SR. 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life and legacy of Pastor Ralph 
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E. Kelly, Sr. who was welcomed home with 
the Lord on December 21, 2022. 

Pastor Kelly accepted the call of ministry in 
1985 as the assistant pastor at Good News 
Church of Christ Holiness U.S.A. in Pasadena, 
CA. Six years later, God moved Pastor Kelly 
and his family to Colorado Springs where he 
served at Focus on the Family for 23 years. 

On September 6, 1992, Pastor Kelly and his 
family joined two other families to establish 
Good News Church, initialing meeting in a 
small room at New Hope Baptist Church. 
Good News Church mission statement was 
founded on Matthew 28; 18–20, ‘‘Reaching 
families and our community with the trans-
forming power of Jesus Christ through Evan-
gelism, Education, and Exhortation.’’ 

In addition to shepherding local congrega-
tions such as Good News Church, Pastor 
Kelly served the Pikes Peak Region for over 
23 years. As the Regional Manager of Pas-
toral Ministries in California and Colorado 
under the leadership of H.B London Jr. Pastor 
Kelly graced and served other pastors of 
every denomination and faith. He provided en-
couragement and counsel to countless pastors 
and their families. 

Pastor Kelly and his wife, Daisy together 
raised four children: Darnell, Nicole, Crystal, 
and Ralph, Jr. Their family heritage continues 
with nine grandchildren: Amari, Jocelyn, Sa-
vannah, Kai’Lon, McKenzie, Justice, Kennedy, 
Kai’Lynn and Brooklynn. Pastor Kelly and 
Daisy blessed the Colorado Springs commu-
nity by living out the example of how to bring 
your family up in the Lord. Further, as evi-
dence of their true ministry partnership, Pastor 
Kelly and Daisy together received their Bach-
elor of Religious Education from the United 
Theological Bible College & Seminary in 1998, 
in Colorado Springs. 

Pastor Kelly’s life of ministry to pastors epit-
omizes the pastoral epistles, ‘‘I have fought a 
good fight, I have finished my course, I have 
kept the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day; 
and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing,’’ (2 Tim. 4:7–8). Rest in 
peace Christian Soldier; his duty has ended. 
He has fought the good fight. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. WILLIAM 
THOMAS CHARTRAND 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. William Thomas 
Chartrand, who tragically passed away on Oc-
tober 3, 2023. at the age of 82. 

Mr. Chartrand was born in Troy, New York 
to Ernest and Eva Chartrand. He was the mid-
dle of five children. From an early age, he 
learned the values of hard work and persever-
ance, spending his youth working on a farm in 
upstate New York. Mr. Chartrand joined the 
U.S. Navy shortly after high school, where he 
served as a jet engine mechanic. Mr. 
Chartrand retired having achieved the rank of 
Chief Petty Officer. Some of his fondest 
memories were from his time spent as a navi-
gator on an A–3 Skywarrior Aircraft. During his 
more than twenty years of service, he devel-

oped lifelong friendships with his fellow offi-
cers, and kept in close contact with them 
throughout his life. 

After retiring from the Navy, Mr. Chartrand 
moved to Hanford, where he attended College 
of the Sequoias and earned his associate of 
arts degree. He was later hired by Sears, 
Roebuck and Co., and received training in ap-
pliance repair in Los Angeles and Chicago. 
After a long career with the company, Mr. 
Chartrand started his own appliance repair 
business in Hanford. Mr. Chartrand was pas-
sionate about helping his friends and family 
with their appliances and continued to lend a 
helping hand in his retirement. This past May, 
Mr. Chartrand and his wife. Velma, celebrated 
36 years of marriage, Together, they devoted 
themselves to their Christian faith. Mr. 
Chartrand served on the Diaconate for First 
Baptist Hanford in his later years. He is re-
membered by his loved ones and members of 
the Hanford community for his kind spirit and 
compassion for everyone he crossed paths 
with. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask all my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the incredible life of Mr. William Thomas 
Chartrand. His service to our country, commit-
ment to his family, and dedication to the Cen-
tral Valley community will be felt for genera-
tions to come. My thoughts and prayers are 
with his family during this difficult time. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, on November 7, 
2023, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Yea on Roll Call 
No. 547; Yea on Roll Call No. 548; Yea on 
Roll Call No. 549; Yea on Roll Call No. 550; 
Yea on Roll Call No. 551; Yea on Roll Call 
No. 552; Yea on Roll Call 553; Yea on Roll 
Call No. 554; Yea on Roll Call No. 555; Yea 
on Roll Call No. 556; Nay on Roll Call No. 557 
and Nay on Roll Call No. 558. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No-
vember 9, 2023 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

NOVEMBER 14 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 

Forestry 
To hold hearings to examine innovation 

in American agriculture, focusing on 
leveraging technology and artificial in-
telligence. 

SR–328A 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine oversight of 

financial regulators, focusing on pro-
tecting Main Street not Wall Street. 

SD–538 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To receive a closed briefing on the cur-
rent security situation in the Middle 
East. 

TBA 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine standing up 

against corporate greed, focusing on 
how unions are improving the lives of 
working families. 

SD–430 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Environment and Public 
Works 

Subcommittee on Fisheries, Water, and 
Wildlife 

To hold hearings to examine challenges 
and opportunities to facilitate wildlife 
movement and improve migration cor-
ridors. 

SD–406 
Committee on Finance 
Subcommittee on Health Care 

To hold hearings to examine ensuring 
Medicare beneficiary access, focusing 
on a path to telehealth permanency. 

SD–215 
2:45 p.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 
Spending Oversight 

To hold hearings to examine Federal 
COVID-era spending and preventing fu-
ture fraud. 

SD–562 

3 p.m. 
Committee on Rules and Administration 

Business meeting to consider S. Res. 444, 
providing for the en bloc consideration 
of military nominations. 

SR–301 

NOVEMBER 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine opportuni-

ties in industrial decarbonization, fo-
cusing on delivering benefits for the 
economy and the climate. 

SD–406 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine United 
States leadership on artificial intel-
ligence in an era of strategic competi-
tion. 

SD–419 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine pending 
nominations. 

SD–226 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs 

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Harry Coker, Jr., of Kansas, 
to be National Cyber Director, Jeff 
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Rezmovic, of Maryland, to be Chief Fi-
nancial Officer, Department of Home-
land Security, and Suzanne Elizabeth 
Summerlin, of Florida, to be General 
Counsel of the Federal Labor Relations 
Authority. 

SD–562 

2:30 p.m. 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine veteran en-

trepreneurship, focusing on from serv-
ice to small business success. 

SR–428A 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine aging Amer-
icans and a waning workforce, focusing 
on demographic drivers of our deficit. 

TBA 

3:30 p.m. 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine VA’s Fourth 
Mission, focusing on supporting our na-
tion’s emergency preparedness and re-
sponse. 

SR–418 
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Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

Daily Digest 
Senate 

Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S5407–S5435 
Measures Introduced: Sixteen bills and four resolu-
tions were introduced, as follows: S. 3247–3262, and 
S. Res. 454–457.                                                Pages S5426–27 

Measures Reported: 
S. 2840, to improve access to and the quality of 

primary health care, expand the health workforce, 
with an amendment in the nature of a substitute. 
                                                                                            Page S5426 

Measures Passed: 
Waiver of Buy America Requirements for Elec-

tric Vehicle Chargers: By 50 yeas to 48 nays (Vote 
No. 303), Senate passed S.J. Res. 38, providing for 
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the 
Federal Highway Administration relating to ‘‘Waiver 
of Buy America Requirements for Electric Vehicle 
Chargers’’.                                                              Pages S5416–22 

National College Application Month: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 456, designating November 2023 
as ‘‘National College Application Month’’. 
                                                                                            Page S5432 

Honoring Captain Samuel Farmer: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 457, honoring the distinguished 
service of Captain Samuel Farmer of the United 
States Marine Corps and the Marines and sailors of 
1st Platoon, Company G, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment.                                                              Pages S5432–33 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection Officer Re-
tirement Technical Corrections Act: Senate passed 
S. 311, to correct the inequitable denial of enhanced 
retirement and annuity benefits to certain U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Officers, after agreeing 
to the committee amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute.                                                                      Pages S5432–33 

IMPACTT Human Trafficking Act: Senate 
passed S. 670, to improve services for trafficking vic-
tims by establishing, in Homeland Security Inves-
tigations, the Investigators Maintain Purposeful 
Awareness to Combat Trafficking Trauma Program 

and the Victim Assistance Program, after agreeing to 
the following amendment proposed thereto: 
                                                                                    Pages S5433–34 

Whitehouse (for Peters) Amendment No. 1363, in 
the nature of a substitute.                              Pages S5433–34 

National Advisory Council on Indian Education 
Improvement Act: Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions was discharged from further 
consideration of S. 749, to ensure that the National 
Advisory Council on Indian Education includes at 
least 1 member who is the president of a Tribal Col-
lege or University and to require the Secretaries of 
Education and Interior to consider the National Ad-
visory Council on Indian Education’s reports in the 
preparation of budget materials, and the bill was 
then passed.                                                                   Page S5434 

McMILLION NOMINATION: Senate resumed 
consideration of the nomination of Brandy R. 
McMillion, of Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan. 
                                                                                            Page S5416 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 54 yeas to 44 nays (Vote No. EX. 302), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S5416 

ALMADANI NOMINATION—AGREEMENT: 
Senate resumed consideration of the nomination of 
Monica Ramirez Almadani, of California, to be 
United States District Judge for the Central District 
of California.                                                                 Page S5422 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 52 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 304), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                                   Page S5422 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that all post-cloture time on the nomination 
be considered expired and Senate vote on confirma-
tion of the nomination at 11:30 a.m., on Thursday, 
November 9, 2023.                                                   Page S5422 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding for further consideration of the nomination, 
post-cloture, at approximately 10 a.m., on Thursday, 
November 9, 2023; that following disposition of the 
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nomination of Monica Ramirez Almadani, Senate 
vote on confirmation of the nomination of Brandy R. 
McMillion, of Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan; and that 
at 1:45 p.m., Senate vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Ana de Alba, of Cali-
fornia, to be United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit.                                                              Page S5434 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

By 51 yeas to 48 nays (Vote No. EX. 299), 
Ramon Ernesto Reyes, Jr., of New York, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern District 
of New York.                                                       Pages S5407–12 

By 51 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 301), Char-
lotte A. Burrows, of the District of Columbia, to be 
a Member of the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission for a term expiring July 1, 2028. 
                                                                                    Pages S5413–16 

During consideration of this nomination today, 
Senate also took the following action: 

By 51 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. EX. 300), Senate 
agreed to the motion to close further debate on the 
nomination.                                                           Pages S5412–13 

Mark W. Libby, of Massachusetts, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Edgard D. Kagan, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to Malaysia.                                                           Pages S5434–35 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S5425 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S5425–26 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S5427–28 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S5428–31 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S5423–25 

Amendments Submitted:                           Pages S5431–32 

Authorities for Committees to Meet:         Page S5432 

Record Votes: Six record votes were taken today. 
(Total—304)                              Pages S5412–13, S5416, S5422 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:56 p.m., until 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
November 9, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the 
remarks of the Acting Majority Leader in today’s 
Record on page S5434.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

HHS AND DHS SUPPLEMENTAL REQUEST 
Committee on Appropriations: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the President’s supplemental re-
quest for the Departments of Health and Human 
Services and Homeland Security, after receiving tes-

timony from Xavier Becerra, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services; and Alejandro N. Mayorkas, Sec-
retary of Homeland Security. 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 
Committee on the Budget: Committee concluded a hear-
ing to examine fairness and fiscal responsibility, after 
receiving testimony from Natasha Sarin, Yale Law 
School and School of Management, New Haven, 
Connecticut; Nathaniel Hendren, MIT, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts; and Chris Edwards, Cato Institute, 
Washington, D.C. 

CLEAN WATER INFRASTRUCTURE 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine accessing 
clean water infrastructure assistance, focusing on 
small, rural, disadvantaged and underserved commu-
nities, after receiving testimony from Shellie R. 
Chard, Oklahoma Department of Environmental 
Quality Water Quality Division Director, Oklahoma 
City; Olga Morales-Pate, Rural Community Assist-
ance Partnership Incorporated, Washington, D.C.; 
and John J. Byrum II, Nueces River Authority, 
Uvalde, Texas. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Finance: Committee ordered favorably 
reported an original bill entitled, ‘‘Better Mental 
Health Care, Lower-Cost Drugs, and Extenders Act’’. 

UKRAINE: U.S. NATIONAL SECURITY 
INTERESTS 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Committee concluded 
a hearing to examine U.S. national security interests 
in Ukraine, after receiving testimony from James C. 
O’Brien, Assistant Secretary for European and Eur-
asian Affairs, and Geoffrey R. Pyatt, Assistant Sec-
retary for Energy Resources, both of the Department 
of State; and Erin McKee, Assistant Administrator, 
Europe and Eurasia, United States Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs: Committee concluded a hearing to examine the 
philosophy of AI, focusing on learning from history 
and shaping our future, after receiving testimony 
from Daron Acemoglu, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Cambridge; Margaret Hu, William and 
Mary Law School Digital Democracy Lab, Williams-
burg, Virginia; and Shannon Valor, The University 
of Edinburgh, Edinburgh, United Kingdom. 

AI IN HEALTH CARE 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions: 
Subcommittee on Primary Health and Retirement 
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Security concluded a hearing to examine policy con-
siderations for Artificial Intelligence in health care, 
after receiving testimony from Tom Inglesby, Johns 
Hopkins Center for Health Security Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, Baltimore, Maryland; Ken-
neth D. Mandl, Boston Children’s Hospital and Har-
vard Medical School, Boston, Massachusetts; Chris-
tine J. Huberty, Greater Wisconsin Agency on 
Aging Resources, Madison; and Keith Sale, The Uni-
versity of Kansas Health System, Kansas City. 

FENTANYL IN NATIVE COMMUNITIES 
Committee on Indian Affairs: Committee concluded an 
oversight hearing to examine fentanyl in Native 
communities, focusing on Native perspectives on ad-
dressing the growing crisis, after receiving testimony 
from Anthony Hillaire, Lummi Nation, Bellingham, 
Washington; Jamie Azure, Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians, Belcourt, North Dakota; Bryce 
Kirk, Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck 

Reservation, Poplar, Montana; A. Aukahi Austin 
Seabury, I Ola Lahui, Inc., Honolulu, Hawaii; Eric 
Gettis, and Corey P. Cox, both of the Southeast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium, Juneau; and 
Claradina Soto, University of Southern California Ini-
tiative for California American Indian Health Re-
search and Evaluation, Los Angeles. 

PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Intellec-
tual Property concluded a hearing to examine re-
forming the Patent Trial and Appeal Board, focusing 
on the PREVAIL Act and proposals to promote U.S. 
innovation leadership, after receiving testimony from 
former Representative Lamar Smith; Michelle E. 
Armond, Armond Wilson LLP, Newport Beach, 
California; Joseph Matal, Clear IP, LLC, Wash-
ington, D.C.; and Joe Kiani, Masimo Corp, Irvine, 
California. 

h 

House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 38 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 6283–6320; and 5 resolutions, H. 
Res. 851–855, were introduced.                 Pages H5650–52 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H5653–54 

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today. 
Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Williams to act as Speaker 
pro tempore for today.                                             Page H5549 

Financial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 2024: The House considered 
H.R. 4664, making appropriations for financial serv-
ices and general government for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2024. Consideration is expected 
to resume tomorrow, November 9th. 
                                                                             Pages H5550–H5643 

Pursuant to the Rule, the amendment printed in 
part A of H. Rept. 118–269 shall be considered as 
adopted in the House and in the Committee of the 
Whole.                                                                             Page H5557 

Agreed to: 
Womack en bloc amendment No. 1 consisting of 

the following amendments printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269: Molinaro (No. 1) that increases and 
decreases the Department of the Treasury to encour-
age the Department to continue to improve its Fi-
nancial Literacy for Students Initiative and to con-

sciously target rural areas; Gottheimer (No. 3) that 
increases funding by $3 million for the Treasury’s 
Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to 
support efforts to counter criminal and terrorist 
groups through the acquisition of improved 
blockchain analysis tools, training on cryptocurrency 
and cryptocurrency-related investigations, and inves-
tigative support to reduce crimes involving 
ransomware attacks or exploiting the use of 
cryptocurrency; Gottheimer (No. 4) that increases 
and decreases funding for the Treasury Department 
to deploy a finance attaché to work out of the US 
Embassy in Jerusalem; Gottheimer (No. 5) that in-
creases funding by $37 million, for the Treasury’s 
Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence to 
support efforts to implement sanctions on Iran, 
Hamas, Hezbollah, Russia, China, North Korea and 
other terrorist groups; Schweikert (No. 6) that in-
creases and decreases funding for the Treasury In-
spector General for Tax Administration by $1 mil-
lion to provide a report to Congress on the Internal 
Revenue Service’s use of artificial intelligence in 
compliance efforts and in investigating complex tax 
evasion cases through information on the no-change 
rate of cases selected, dollar amounts recovered 
through this technology, human controls on the 
technology’s decision-making ability and processes, 
and privacy controls of taxpayer data; Beatty (No. 7) 
that increases and decreases funding for the Financial 
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Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) to highlight 
the importance of the office to protect our financial 
system from illicit activity, combat money laun-
dering, and promote national security; David Scott 
(GA) (No. 8) that increases and decreases support ef-
forts to assist financial institutions and entities in 
identifying, recognizing, detecting, curtailing, and 
preventing suspicious activities in relation to fund-
ing streams that could benefit Hamas; Waters (No. 
10) that increases and decreases funding for the 
Community Development Financial Institutions 
(CDFI) Fund; Schweikert (No. 13) that increases and 
decreases funding for the Internal Revenue Service’s 
Taxpayer Service by $1 million to provide an update 
to Congress on the agency’s use of artificial intel-
ligence and chatbot technology at the taxpayer and 
customer service level and to detail plans to expand 
the use of chatbot technology to include providing 
taxpayers with tools, information, and assistance 
needed to comply with tax filing obligations with 
the goal of reducing delays in email or text response 
and telephone wait times further, decreasing the 
complexity of the tax code, and improving taxpayer 
resolution and satisfaction; Hudson (No. 14) that in-
creases and decreases the Taxpayer Advocate Services 
Account by $5 million to highlight the importance 
of timely taxpayer advocate services; Ramirez (No. 
17) that increases and decreases funding to the Of-
fice of National Drug Control Policy’s High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area Programs by 
$27,200,000; David Scott (GA) (No. 20) that in-
creases and decreases the Consumer Protection Finan-
cial Bureau’s Salaries and Expenses account by $2 
million, with the intent of urging the Bureau’s Di-
rector work with the Civil Penalty Fund Adminis-
trator to craft a plan that allocates funding for finan-
cial literacy programming from the Civil Penalty 
Fund; Williams (No. 22) that increases and decreases 
the Election Assistance Commission to highlight the 
importance of protecting election workers; Molinaro 
(No. 23) that increases and decreases the Federal 
Trade Commission to encourage the agency to col-
laborate with the FCC, DOJ, and Department of 
Treasury to pursue and deter fraud and scams tar-
geted towards seniors; Lucas (No. 29) that decreases 
and increases funding for the Securities and Ex-
change Commission by $1,000,000,000 to under-
score the importance that the Securities and Ex-
change Commission refrain from moving forward 
with requirements that are inconsistent with existing 
regulatory frameworks enforced by the Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission or the federal banking 
agencies; Castro (TX) (No. 33) that increases and de-
creases funding in the Postal Service Fund to be used 
for repairing and replacing clusterbox units for cer-
tain neighborhoods; Gottheimer (No. 34) that in-

creases and decreases funding for the U.S. Postal In-
spection Service to hire more Postal Police Officers 
with the intent of holding mail fraudsters account-
able; Neguse (No. 36) that increases and decreases 
the USPS Postal Service Fund by $5 million to 
highlight the need for reliable, consistent mail deliv-
ery in rural and mountain communities; Jayapal (No. 
66) that prohibits the sale or transfer of the Seattle 
Archives; Kim (CA) (No. 67) that prohibits the use 
of funds made available by this Act to oppose a pro-
posal to admit Taiwan to the International Monetary 
Fund; Molinaro (No. 71) that increases and decreases 
funding to emphasize it should be the policy of the 
USPS to provide mailbox delivery to those who wish 
to receive it, rather than being forced to only use a 
P.O. box; and Moore (WI) (No. 75) that increases 
and decreases funding for the U.S. Postal Service In-
spector General to allow that Office to assess ongo-
ing U.S. Postal Service efforts to prevent attacks on 
letter carriers and other postal employees and to 
make recommendations on how to strengthen those 
efforts;                                                                      Pages H5582–83 

Schweikert amendment (No. 11 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases 
funding by $1 million to instruct the Postal Service 
IG to provide Congress with the operating expenses 
and annual revenue for each post office location for 
the last five years in addition to a financial analysis 
of postal service locations owned by the USPS, the 
location’s current market value, its operating costs, 
and estimates on the revenue raised through leasing 
or selling of USPS-owned locations;         Pages H5584–85 

Bice amendment (No. 12 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases funding 
for the Internal Revenue Service by $5,000 with the 
intent to direct the Commissioner to provide Con-
gress with the quantity and types(s) of: weapons, 
weapons systems, ammunition, explosive devices, ar-
mored vehicles, drones/UAVs, and chemical weapons 
such as tear gas and calming agents in their posses-
sion;                                                                           Pages H5585–86 

Davidson amendment (No. 16 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that ensures no funds may be 
used by the Department of the Treasury to design 
or develop a Central Bank Digital Currency, or es-
tablish a United States Central Bank Digital Cur-
rency as legal tender;                                        Pages H5587–88 

Ramirez amendment (No. 19 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Consumer Financial Protection Bu-
reau by $635,000,000;                                            Page H5590 

Brecheen amendment (No. 26 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that reduces funding for the 
General Services Administration’s (GSA) Real Prop-
erty Activities to FY19 spending levels; 
                                                                                    Pages H5593–94 
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Burlison amendment (No. 27 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Office of Personnel Management by 
$20,000 to provide for the renewal of a security 
clearance for Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP) 
whistleblower David Grusch;                               Page H5594 

Schweikert amendment (No. 30 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases 
funding for the Small Business Administration’s Of-
fice of the Inspector General by $1 million to pro-
vide Congress a report on the estimated fiscal impact 
of selling off delinquent loans within the 
COVID–19 portfolio to third parties and a cost-ben-
efit analysis of not pursuing aggressive loan recollec-
tion efforts to recoup the estimated $33.4 billion in 
either past due, delinquent, in liquidation or charged 
off EIDL loans;                                                    Pages H5594–95 

Boebert amendment (No. 40 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the use of funds 
made available by this Act to be used to provide fi-
nancial assistance to Sanctuary Cities; 
                                                                             Pages H5599–H5600 

Boebert amendment (No. 41 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits performance 
awards or bonuses for senior executive service em-
ployees at the Internal Revenue Service (IRS); 
                                                                                    Pages H5600–01 

Cammack amendment (No. 43 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from 
being used to finalize any rule or regulation that has 
resulted in or is likely to result in an annual effect 
on the economy of $100 million or more; 
                                                                                    Pages H5602–03 

Davidson amendment (No. 45 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that ensures no funds are used 
to support an increase in the weight of the Chinese 
renminbi in the Special Drawing Rights basket of 
the International Monetary Fund;              Pages H5603–04 

Emmer amendment (No. 46 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that ensures none of the funds 
made available by this Act may be used by the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission to carry out an en-
forcement action related to a crypto asset transaction; 
                                                                                    Pages H5604–05 

Fischbach amendment (No. 47 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from 
being used to regulate or require farmers disclose 
scope 3 emissions;                                              Pages H5605–06 

Fitzgerald amendment (No. 48 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that repeals the subpoena au-
thority of Treasury’s Federal Insurance Office and the 
Office of Financial Research;                                Page H5606 

Fitzgerald amendment (No. 49 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding the 
FTC to issue Unfair Competition rulemakings; 
                                                                                    Pages H5606–07 

Molinaro amendment (No. 2 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that increases and decreases the 
Committee on Foreign Investment in the United 
States (CFIUS) to encourage the Committee to evalu-
ate the rising threat of farmland owned by adver-
sarial nations (by a recorded vote of 336 ayes to 86 
noes, Roll No. 623);                           Pages H5583–84, H5608 

Barr amendment (No. 37 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that ensures none of the funds ap-
propriated or otherwise made available by this Act 
may be made available to implement or enforce Gen-
eral License No. 8H, issued by the Office of Foreign 
Assets Control on October 25, 2023 (by a recorded 
vote of 250 ayes to 174 noes, Roll No. 629); 
                                                                      Pages H5595–96, H5612 

Barr amendment (No. 38 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that ensures none of the funds made 
available by this Act may be used to implement, ad-
minister, or enforce Executive Order 14008 titled 
‘‘Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad’’ 
(January 27, 2021) or any rule or regulation to im-
plement such Order (by a recorded vote of 219 ayes 
to 210 noes, Roll No. 630);     Pages H5596–97, H5612–13 

Fitzgerald amendment (No. 50 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding for the 
FTC to enforce Sec. 5 of the FTC Act in a manner 
that is inconsistent with the Sherman Act and the 
Clayton Act;                                                                  Page H5615 

Fitzgerald amendment (No. 51 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding for the 
FTC’s suspension of early termination to premerger 
notification filings;                                            Pages H5615–16 

Foxx amendment (No. 52 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that prohibits implementation of 
the April 6, 2023 proposed revisions to OMB Cir-
cular A–4 to minimize projected costs and maximize 
projected benefits of new regulations;             Page H5616 

Fry amendment (No. 53 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding for the Treas-
ury Department’s Climate Hub;                 Pages H5616–17 

Good (VA) amendment (No. 55 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds in the 
bill from being used to implement COVID–19 vac-
cine mandates;                                                     Pages H5618–19 

Good (VA) amendment (No. 56 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the White 
House from failing to disclose visitor access records 
or ‘‘visitor logs’’;                                                 Pages H5619–20 

Graves (LA) amendment (No. 57 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the use of 
funds to promulgate new major rules if OMB deter-
mines that the regulation is likely to result in a sig-
nificant impact on the economy, a major increase in 
prices for consumers, or adverse effects on American 
global competition;                                           Pages H5620–21 
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Hill amendment (No. 64 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding from being 
used to support the allocation of IMF reserve assets 
(Special Drawing Rights) to Iran;              Pages H5622–23 

Huizenga amendment (No. 65 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds to be 
made available to authorize U.S. financial institu-
tions whose property and interests in property are 
blocked pursuant to Executive Order 13902 other 
than a transaction for the sale of agricultural com-
modities, food, medicine, or medical device; 
                                                                                    Pages H5623–24 

Luetkemeyer amendment (No. 68 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits support for 
an increase in the People’s Republic of China’s 
shareholding at the International Monetary Fund; 
                                                                                    Pages H5624–25 

Meuser amendment (No. 70 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the SBA from 
using the new affiliation and lending criteria for the 
7(a) lending program;                                              Page H5625 

Mooney amendment (No. 72 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding for the 
CBDC (Central Bank Digital Currency) Working 
Group led by the Department of Treasury; 
                                                                                    Pages H5625–26 

Mooney amendment (No. 73 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding for the 
SEC’s Private Fund Adviser Rule;             Pages H5626–27 

Moore (UT) amendment (No. 74 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from 
being used to develop, finalize, or implement the 
proposed rule titled ‘‘Revising Scope of the Mining 
Sector of Projects That Are Eligible for Coverage 
Under Title 41 of the Fixing America’s Surface 
Transportation Act’’;                                                Page H5627 

Norman amendment (No. 76 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the use of funds 
to finalize, implement, or enforce the proposed rule 
entitled ‘‘Conflicts of Interest Associated with the 
Use of Predictive Data Analytics by Broker-Dealers 
and Investment Advisers’’;                            Pages H5627–28 

Norman amendment (No. 77 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits use of funds by 
the OMB to consider the Social Cost of Greenhouse 
Gases (SC–GHG) in the development and imple-
mentation of budgets, federal procurement processes, 
or environmental reviews;                              Pages H5628–29 

Norman amendment (No. 78 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funding to imple-
ment, finalize, or enforce the proposed rule entitled 
‘‘Substantial Implementation, Duplication, and Re-
submission of Shareholder Proposals Under Exchange 
Act Rule 14a–8’’;                                                       Page H5629 

Norman amendment (No. 79 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits use of funds to 

implement, finalize, or enforce the proposed rule en-
titled ‘‘Enhanced Disclosures by Certain Investment 
Advisers and Investment Companies About Environ-
mental, Social, and Governance Investment Prac-
tices’’;                                                                       Pages H5629–30 

Nunn amendment (No. 80 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that ensures none of the funds 
made available by this Act may be used to imple-
ment or enforce the final rule of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission titled ‘‘Cyber security Risk 
Management, Strategy, Governance, and Incident 
Disclosure’’;                                                           Pages H5630–31 

Nunn amendment (No. 81 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that ensures none of the funds 
made available by this Act may be used by the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission to approve the pro-
posed rule of the Public Company Accounting Over-
sight Board titled ‘‘Proposing Release: Amendments 
to PCAOB Auditing Standards related to a Com-
pany’s Non-compliance with Laws and Regulations; 
And Other Related Amendments’’;                  Page H5631 

Ogles amendment (No. 82 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from use to 
impose a COVID–19 mask mandate;      Pages H5631–32 

Ogles amendment (No. 86 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds to finalize, 
implement, administer, or enforce the CFPB’s rule 
entitled ‘‘Registry of Nonbank Covered Persons Sub-
ject to Certain Agency and Court Orders’’; 
                                                                                    Pages H5633–34 

Rosendale amendment (No. 89 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits any funds made 
available in this act from being used to enforce the 
‘‘Federal Supplier Climate Risks and Resilience Pro-
posed Rule’’;                                                                 Page H5635 

Rosendale amendment (No. 90 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits any of funds 
made available by this Act from being used for the 
purchase or construction of any new Federal build-
ings in Washington, D.C.;                            Pages H5635–36 

Roy amendment (No. 93 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the District of Co-
lumbia (DC) from using federal or local funds to re-
quire that students in elementary or secondary 
schools receive a COVID–19 vaccination; 
                                                                                    Pages H5638–39 

Roy amendment (No. 94 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from being 
used to implement any of President Biden’s execu-
tive orders on climate change;                     Pages H5639–40 

Sessions amendment (No. 96 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from being 
used for 18F within the Technology Transformation 
Service at GSA;                                                   Pages H5640–41 

Norman amendment (No. 97 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the use of funds 
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to implement or enforce the SEC’s Staff Legal Bul-
letin (SLB) 14L;                                                          Page H5641 

Norman amendment (No. 98 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits the use of funds 
for implementing or enforcing the SEC’s 2022 Proxy 
Advisor Rule;                                                       Pages H5641–42 

Steube amendment (No. 99 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that defunds the Communica-
tions Equity and Diversity Council at the FCC; and 
                                                                                    Pages H5642–43 

Salazar amendment (No. 95 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that prohibits funds from being 
used to produce official documents containing the 
term ‘‘latinx’’ or ‘‘ ‘latin-x’’ (by a recorded vote of 
222 ayes to 198 noes, Roll No. 640). 
                                                                            Pages H5640, H5647 

Rejected: 
Grothman amendment (No. 9 printed in part B 

of H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to eliminate fund-
ing for the Department of Treasury’s Community 
Development Financial Institutions Fund (by a re-
corded vote of 115 ayes to 306 noes, Roll No. 624); 
                                                                                    Pages H5608–09 

Harshbarger amendment (No. 15 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to strike all 
funding for firearms and ammunition for the IRS (by 
a recorded vote of 187 ayes to 238 noes, Roll No. 
625);                                                      Pages H5586–87, H5609–10 

Perry amendment (No. 18 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that sought to reduce CFPB funding 
to $0 (by a recorded vote of 140 ayes to 286 noes, 
Roll No. 626);                                       Pages H5588–90, H5610 

Ogles amendment (No. 21 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to reduce funding 
for Consumer Product Safety Commission to FY 
2019 level (by a recorded vote of 183 ayes to 246 
noes, Roll No. 627);                     Pages H5590–91, H5610–11 

Perry amendment (No. 24 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that sought to reduce the amount 
for Salaries and Expenses of the FTC to FY19 levels 
(by a recorded vote of 172 ayes to 257 noes, Roll 
No. 628);                                            Pages H5591–93, H5611–12 

Bean amendment (No. 39 printed in part B of H. 
Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit the SBA 
from implementing the CA SBLC program (by a re-
corded vote of 205 ayes to 220 noes, Roll No. 631); 
                                                                Pages H5597–99, H5613–14 

Burchett amendment (No. 42 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to reduce salary of 
SEC chairman Gary Gensler to $1 (by a recorded 
vote of 175 ayes to 252 noes, Roll No. 632); 
                                                                      Pages H5601–02, H5614 

Collins amendment (No. 44 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit funding 
for the Executive Office of the Vice President (by a 

recorded vote of 106 ayes to 322 noes, Roll No. 
633);                                                            Pages H5603, H5614–15 

Gaetz amendment (No. 54 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit funds 
from being used for the acquisition of property for 
a new Federal Bureau of Investigation headquarters 
(by a recorded vote of 145 ayes to 273 noes with one 
answering ‘‘present’’, Roll No. 634); 
                                                                      Pages H5617–18, H5643 

Harshbarger amendment (No. 63 printed in part 
B of H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit 
funding for the White House Gender Policy Council 
(by a recorded vote of ayes to noes, Roll No. 205 
ayes to 211 noes, Roll No. 635); 
                                                                      Pages H5621–23, H5644 

Ogles amendment (No. 84 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit funds 
from being used to finalize, implement, or enforce 
the proposed rule titled ‘‘Upholding Civil Service 
Protections and Merit System Principles’’, which 
would prohibit a future administration from rein-
stating President Trump’s Schedule F policy for Fed-
eral employees (by a recorded vote of 198 ayes to 
221 noes, Roll No. 636);           Pages H5632–33, H5644–45 

Ogles amendment (No. 87 printed in part B of 
H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prohibit funds to 
finalize the Federal Labor Relations Authority’s pro-
posed rule entitled ‘‘Miscellaneous and General Re-
quirements’’ which would restrict federal employees’ 
ability to opt out of membership in a labor union 
(by a recorded vote of 196 ayes to 223 noes, Roll 
No. 637);                                                  Pages H5634–35, H5645 

Rosendale amendment (No. 91 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to cut funding to 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission by 50% 
(by a recorded vote of 142 ayes to 277 noes, Roll 
No. 638); and                                         Pages H5636–37, H5646 

Rosendale amendment (No. 92 printed in part B 
of H. Rept. 118–269) that sought to prevent funds 
from being used for the Office of Gun Violence Pre-
vention (by a recorded vote of 208 ayes to 212 noes, 
Roll No. 639).                                 Pages H5637–38, H5646–47 

H. Res. 847, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 4664) was agreed to yesterday, No-
vember 7. 
Recess: The House recessed at 7:22 p.m. and recon-
vened at 9 p.m.                                                           Page H5643 

Suspensions—Proceedings Resumed: The House 
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following 
measures. Consideration began Monday, November 
6. 

Grand Ronde Reservation Act Amendment of 
2023: H.R. 1722, to amend the Grand Ronde Res-
ervation Act; and                                                        Page H5648 
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Hershel Woody Williams National Medal of 
Honor Monument Location Act: H.R. 2717, amend-
ed, to authorize the National Medal of Honor Mu-
seum Foundation to establish a commemorative work 
on the National Mall to honor the extraordinary acts 
of valor, selfless service, and sacrifice displayed by 
Medal of Honor recipients.                                   Page H5648 

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet 
at 9 a.m. tomorrow, November 9.                    Page H5648 

Quorum Calls—Votes: Eighteen recorded votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H5608, H5608–09, H5609–10, H5610, 
H5610–11, H5611–12, H5612, H5612–13, 
H5613–14, H5614, H5614–15, H5643, H5644, 
H5644–45, H5645, H5646, H5646–47, and 
H5647. 
Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 10:15 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Education and Workforce: Full Committee 
held a markup on H.R. 5933, the ‘‘DETERRENT 
Act’’. H.R. 5933 was ordered reported, as amended. 

UNITED NATIONS’ BIGOTRY TOWARDS 
ISRAEL UNRWA ANTI-SEMITISM POISONS 
PALESTINIAN YOUTH 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Global 
Health, Global Human Rights, and International 
Organizations held a hearing entitled ‘‘United Na-
tions’ Bigotry Towards Israel UNRWA Anti-semi-
tism Poisons Palestinian Youth’’. Testimony was 
heard from public witnesses. 

FRIEND AND ALLY: U.S. SUPPORT FOR 
ISRAEL AFTER HAMAS’ BARBARIC ATTACK 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Friend and Ally: U.S. Support for 
Israel after Hamas’ Barbaric Attack’’. Testimony was 
heard from Barbara A. Leaf, Assistant Secretary, Bu-
reau of Near Eastern Affairs, Department of State; 
and Dana Stroul, Deputy Assistant Secretary of De-
fense for the Middle East, Department of Defense. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Homeland Security: Full Committee held 
a markup on H.R. 1516, the ‘‘DHS Restrictions on 
Confucius Institutes and Chinese Entities of Concern 
Act’’; H.R. 4403, the ‘‘Securing the Cities Improve-
ment Act’’; H.R. 5969, the ‘‘Improving Travel for 
Families Act’’; H.R. 6174, the ‘‘DHS Biodetection 
Improvement Act’’; and H.R. 6231, the ‘‘Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Policy Issuance Review 

Act’’. H.R. 1516 and H.R. 5969 were ordered re-
ported, as amended. H.R. 4403, H.R. 6174, and 
H.R. 6231 were ordered reported, without amend-
ment. 

FREE SPEECH ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES 
Committee on the Judiciary: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Free Speech on College Campuses’’. 
Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Natural Resources: Full Committee held 
a markup on H.R. 1121, the ‘‘Protecting American 
Energy Production Act’’; H.R. 4385, the ‘‘Drought 
Preparedness Act’’; H.R. 6008, to prohibit the im-
plementation of certain documents until the Assist-
ant Administrator for Fisheries of the National Ma-
rine Fisheries Service issues documents relating to 
the Rice’s whale; and H.J. Res. 96, the ‘‘Compact of 
Free Association Amendments Act of 2023’’. H.R. 
1121, H.R. 4385, and H.J. Res. 96 were forwarded 
to the full Committee, without amendment. H.R. 
6008 was forwarded to the full Committee, as 
amended. 

ADVANCES IN DEEPFAKE TECHNOLOGY 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Sub-
committee on Cybersecurity, Information Tech-
nology, and Government Innovation held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Advances in Deepfake Technology’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Full Com-
mittee held a markup on H.R. 6093, the ‘‘Weather 
Act Reauthorization’’. H.R. 6093 was ordered re-
ported, as amended. 

BURDENSOME REGULATIONS: EXAMINING 
THE EFFECTS OF DEPARTMENT OF 
ENERGY REGULATIONS ON AMERICA’S JOB 
CREATORS 
Committee on Small Business: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Burdensome Regulations: Exam-
ining the Effects of Department of Energy Regula-
tions on America’s Job Creators’’. Testimony was 
heard from public witnesses. 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Affairs held a legis-
lative hearing on H.R. 1753, the ‘‘Jax Act’’; H.R. 
3790, the ‘‘Justice for ALS Veterans Act of 2023’’; 
H.R. 4016, the ‘‘Veteran Fraud Reimbursement 
Act’’; H.R. 4190, the ‘‘Restoring Benefits to De-
frauded Veterans Act’’; H.R. 4306, the ‘‘Michael 
Lecik Military Firefighters Protection Act’’; H.R. 
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5559, the ‘‘Protecting Veterans Claim Options Act’’; 
H.R. 5891, the ‘‘Veteran Appeals Decision Clarity 
Act’’; H.R. 5870, the ‘‘Veteran Appeals Trans-
parency Act of 2023’’; H.R. 5890, the ‘‘Review 
Every Veterans Claim Act of 2023’’; and H.R. 5938, 
the ‘‘Veterans Exam Expansion Act of 2023’’. Testi-
mony was heard from Chairman Bost, and Rep-
resentatives Luttrell, Ciscomani, Spanberger, Self, 
Trone, and Issa; Beth Murphy, Executive Director, 
Veterans Benefits Administration, Department of 
Veterans Affairs; Kevin Friel, Deputy Director, Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; Kenneth Arnold, Vice Chairman, 
Board of Veterans’ Appeals, Department of Veterans 
Affairs; and public witnesses. 

Joint Meetings 
No joint committee meetings were held. 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 9, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-

committee on Aviation Safety, Operations, and Innova-
tion, to hold hearings to examine addressing close calls 
to improve aviation safety, 10 a.m., SR–253. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Resources: to hold hear-
ings to examine the implementation of federal coal mine 
land reclamation and abandoned coal mine land economic 
revitalization programs, 10 a.m., SD–366. 

Committee on Finance: to hold hearings to examine how 
the tax code affects high-income individuals and tax plan-
ning strategies, 10 a.m., SD–215. 

Committee on the Judiciary: business meeting to consider 
an authorization for subpoenas relating to the Supreme 
Court ethics investigation, and the nominations of 
Mustafa Taher Kasubhai, to be United States District 
Judge for the District of Oregon, and Eumi K. Lee, to 
be United States District Judge for the Northern District 
of California, 10 a.m., SH–216. 

House 

Committee on Financial Services, Full Committee, hearing enti-
tled ‘‘Member Day’’, 9 a.m., 2128 Rayburn. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

10 a.m., Thursday, November 9 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Senate will continue consider-
ation of the nomination of Monica Ramirez Almadani, of 
California, to be United States District Judge for the 
Central District of California, post-cloture, and vote on 
confirmation thereon at 11:30 a.m. 

Following disposition of the nomination of Monica Ra-
mirez Almadani, Senate will vote on confirmation of the 
nomination of Brandy R. McMillion, of Michigan, to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern District of 
Michigan. 

At 1:45 p.m., Senate will vote on the motion to invoke 
cloture on the nomination of Ana de Alba, of California, 
to be United States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9 a.m., Thursday, November 9 

House Chamber 

Program for Thursday: Complete consideration of H.R. 
4664—Financial Services and General Government Ap-
propriations Act, 2024. 
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