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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LANGWORTHY). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 27, 2023. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable NICHOLAS 
A. LANGWORTHY to act as Speaker pro tem-
pore on this day. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 9, 2023, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

HONORING JOYCE HAMLETT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise, 
Mr. Speaker, and I rise today for a very 
special occasion. It is special to me be-
cause I have the opportunity today to 
acknowledge the friendship that I have 
had for some 15 years with a member of 
this august body but not as a Member 
of Congress. 

I rise, Mr. Speaker, to pay honor and 
homage to a great and noble American, 
a person who has made a difference in 

my life. This great and noble American 
works here on the floor of the House of 
Representatives. I can tell you that she 
has done her job well. While she is a 
comely, courtly, stately lady, she is a 
person who is well respected. She is 
well respected because her job as As-
sistant Sergeant at Arms requires her 
to sometimes approach us when we are 
out of order. 

I must tell you, Mr. Speaker, I am a 
recidivist, a repeat offender. On more 
than one occasion, she has had to bring 
me to order. I remember the first time 
when I was on my phone, and she came 
over to me and kindly asked that I put 
my phone away. There was a second 
time, and she kindly came over to me 
and said, ‘‘You know better,’’ and I did. 

I always respected her, and I believe 
all the Members respect her for one 
principal reason, that reason being, Mr. 
Speaker, of all the people in Wash-
ington, D.C., there are very few who 
come to work and do not associate 
themselves closely with one party or 
another. 

Now, I don’t know what her political 
affiliation is, but I think I speak for a 
good many people. Let’s just say I 
speak for myself and everybody who 
agrees with me. A good many people 
believe that she could be a member of 
either party because of the way she has 
treated her job. She has been exceed-
ingly fair at all times. I believe that 
she truly deserves the position that she 
has as the first African-American 
woman to be the Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms, and that makes her also the 
only. 

She has done her job well. My prog-
nostication is this: While she may be 
the first, because of the way she has 
conducted herself, she will not be the 
last. 

I would add this, as I come to my 
close, Mr. Speaker: There are times 
when you feel good about what you are 
doing, yet you are saddened because 
you know that something is about to 

happen that will, at some point, cause 
you to lose contact with a friend. I see 
her on a daily basis when I am here. 
Knowing that she is leaving does sad-
den me, but knowing that she has set a 
record for others to follow makes my 
heart warm. 

I would say to her, you truly have 
come a long way from the watermelon 
patch, the tobacco fields, and Broad-
way, North Carolina. You have come a 
long way. 

No one could have prognosticated at 
your birth that you would sit in that 
seat and hold this position, but you are 
a God-fearing person, and you have 
said to me that you believe that it was 
destiny. 

I am proud that you have fulfilled 
your destiny here, but there are still 
greater things for you to do. I want to 
keep in touch with you, and I want to 
be a part of them to the extent that I 
can. 

I want you to know that we appre-
ciate the great job that you have done. 
You have served your country well. 

You have earned the title the Honor-
able Joyce Hamlett, the first but not 
the last African American to hold the 
position of Assistant Sergeant at 
Arms. 

God bless you, and thank you. I have 
a few special gifts that I will present to 
you, and I look forward to continuing 
to serve you in other ways. 

f 

REQUIRING ALL VEHICLES TO 
HAVE AM RADIO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, AM 
radio has been an integral part of 
American history. From FDR’s ‘‘Fire-
side Chats’’ to the Emergency Alert 
System, the importance of this form of 
media, both culturally and function-
ally, cannot be overstated. 
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Forty-one percent of Arkansans live 

in rural counties, and of those, only 60 
percent have access to standard 
broadband internet. Many of these in-
dividuals have long and often haz-
ardous commutes to work. Along many 
of the beautiful back roads of my dis-
trict, cell service is oftentimes non-
existent or spotty at best. 

I was glad to cosponsor, along with 
my friend Representative JOSH 
GOTTHEIMER, bipartisan legislation, the 
AM Radio for Every Vehicle Act of 
2023, that will require all new motor 
vehicles to have access to AM radio in 
an attempt to put the safety of Ameri-
cans first. 

This access has and will continue to 
save lives during emergencies, improve 
lives during travel, and support hard-
working Americans all over the Na-
tion. 

REMEMBERING MARY MAE FISHER 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to express my deepest condolences 
to the family and friends of Mrs. Mary 
Mae Fisher, who passed away on Satur-
day. 

Mary was an active member of the 
Dardanelle Rotary Club and Dardanelle 
Chamber of Commerce, and she was a 
dedicated community leader in both 
Dardanelle and Danville, Arkansas. 

For over 50 years, Mary was the edi-
tor and publisher of the Yell County 
RECORD and the Dardanelle Post Dis-
patch. Mary had a heart for commu-
nity service, and her mark on the 
Fourth District will not be soon forgot-
ten. 

My prayers go out to her husband, 
David Fisher, and all Arkansans 
mourning this loss. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARK LOWERY 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

now invite two of my colleagues from 
Arkansas, Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. 
WOMACK, to join me. 

We are here today and rise to honor 
the life of former State legislator and 
Arkansas Treasurer Mark Lowery. A 
Maumelle native, Mark was a devoted 
public servant. He served as editor of 
the Maumelle Monitor and the Sher-
wood Voice and taught communica-
tions at the University of Central Ar-
kansas and Henderson State Univer-
sity. 

In 2013, Mark began his nearly 10- 
year career as a State legislator, serv-
ing Arkansas’s 39th District, where I 
had the pleasure of serving alongside 
him. Although his time as State treas-
urer was short, he was passionate 
about serving our State. 

On behalf of the Arkansas delegation, 
I want to express our deepest condo-
lences to his family, friends, and staff 
during this time. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK). 

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, thank 
you for the opportunity to speak on be-
half of an incredible leader and a dedi-
cated public servant, who we lost yes-
terday. 

Mark Lowery committed much of his 
life to serving Arkansans as an elected 
official, educator, and journalist. 

During his time as State representa-
tive for 10 years, he had Arkansas 
youth and families top of mind. He 
brought significant reforms to the edu-
cation system and fought hard for fair-
ness in elections. Most recently, he was 
elected the Arkansas State treasurer. 
Although Mark will be deeply missed, 
his legacy lives on. 

My prayers are with Mark’s family 
and friends as they navigate this in-
credibly sad and difficult time. I offer 
them my sincere condolences. 

My hope is that we can all find solace 
in knowing Arkansas is better off be-
cause of Mark Lowery’s dedicated work 
for the people of Arkansas. 

f 

CELEBRATING 75TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 9981 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

STRONG). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tlewoman from Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) 
for 5 minutes. 

Ms. SEWELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the 75th anniversary 
of Executive Order No. 9981, which de-
segregated the U.S. Armed Forces. 

It was in my home State of Ala-
bama—I should say, ‘‘our home State 
of Alabama’’—in 1941 that 1,000 brave 
Black men trained at the great 
Tuskegee University to become the 
first Black pilots in U.S. history. They 
challenged the status quo by showing 
White pilots and U.S. military leader-
ship that they were more than quali-
fied to defend the United States in a 
combat role. 

Segregation in the military finally 
ended on July 26, 1948, with President 
Truman’s Executive Order No. 9981, but 
progress has been slow, Mr. Speaker. It 
took another 40 years before Colin 
Powell made history and became the 
first Black Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. Furthermore, it was 
just 2 years ago when Lloyd Austin was 
confirmed as the very first Black Sec-
retary of Defense in our Nation’s his-
tory. 

The battle to end discrimination in 
the military is one that we are still 
fighting today. Just this month, House 
Republicans voted to strip diversity, 
equity, and inclusion programs from 
the Armed Forces, undermining dec-
ades of strides toward racial equality. 

That is why, yesterday, I joined Con-
gresswoman MARILYN STRICKLAND in 
introducing a bill to finally codify non-
discrimination in the military. As our 
servicemembers risk their lives daily 
to protect our country, the least we 
can do is to protect them from dis-
crimination. 

I am immensely proud to honor the 
enormous contributions of the 
Tuskegee Airmen today. We must 
never forget the precious gift of free-
dom that is preserved because of their 
dedication and courage. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
MONSIGNOR DINO LORENZETTI 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

New York (Mr. LANGWORTHY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor and celebrate the extraor-
dinary life of Monsignor Dino 
Lorenzetti. 

Monsignor Dino Lorenzetti, the eld-
est priest of the Buffalo Catholic Dio-
cese, whose priesthood spanned 70 
years and at least a dozen parishes and 
who headed the Office of Family Life 
for 20 years, died July 12, 2023, just 11 
days short of his 102nd birthday. 

In the monsignor’s powerful voice, he 
would famously start each Mass he 
celebrated with: ‘‘Good morning, all 
you beautiful people of faith. You are 
loved.’’ 

b 1015 
Dino served an incredible 70-year 

priesthood and undoubtedly impacted 
the lives of thousands of people across 
western New York with his warmth, his 
enthusiasm, and his upbeat person-
ality. 

When you met him, you immediately 
realized you had just been in the pres-
ence of a very special and holy person. 

Monsignor Lorenzetti co-officiated 
my wife, Erin, and my wedding, as well 
as officiating my mother-in-law and fa-
ther-in-law’s wedding, and he baptized 
all their children. Many, many western 
New York families can say the same 
thing across multiple generations. 

Dino Lorenzetti served as a priest 
under 9 different Popes and 10 Bishops 
of Buffalo during his lifetime. He was 
born in Buffalo to Italian immigrants. 

Dino Lorenzetti’s life of service and 
faith began with courage and dedica-
tion. As a young man he answered the 
call of duty during World War II, serv-
ing in the U.S. Army Air Corps in Afri-
ca and Italy from 1941 to 1945. His brav-
ery and commitment during those 
challenging times foreshadowed the 
depth of character that would define 
his entire life. 

Monsignor Lorenzetti was a longtime 
pastor of Our Lady of Sacred Heart 
church in Orchard Park. He led efforts 
to purchase a former West Seneca 
school building to establish the parish 
school. It thrived to rank among the 
largest grade schools in the entire dio-
cese. 

His influence extended globally when 
Pope Paul VI appointed him as a spir-
itual adviser to the National Federa-
tion of Catholic Physicians’ Guilds. In 
1978, he was honored to address the 
World Conference of Physicians in 
India alongside Mother Teresa where 
they both received prestigious awards. 

Until shortly before his passing, he 
faithfully celebrated weekly masses at 
St. John the Baptist Church in Ken-
more and St. Martha’s in Depew. 

In memory of Monsignor Lorenzetti, 
we celebrate a life well-lived, a life of 
profound service, and a life that will 
forever shine as an example of God’s 
love. 

May he rest in eternal peace knowing 
that his impact will continue to touch 
hearts and transform lives for genera-
tions to come. 
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KEEP FLAVORED MILK IN SCHOOLS 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of my colleagues’ bipar-
tisan amendment to prevent the funds 
made available by our agricultural ap-
propriations bill to go toward funding a 
rule that will ban flavored milk, like 
chocolate milk in our schools. 

School nutrition programs play a 
vital role in providing our students 
with healthy meals that contribute to 
their growth and well-being. Flavored 
and unflavored milk options have been 
an essential part of these programs, 
and research has consistently shown 
that flavored milk is a powerful tool 
for successfully delivering essential nu-
trients to our school-aged children. 

Dairy products are the cornerstone of 
a balanced diet and are an unparalleled 
source of calcium, protein, potassium, 
phosphorus, and vitamin D for kids of 
all ages. These nutrients are crucial for 
bone growth, immune health, and opti-
mal brain development during their 
school years. 

Numerous studies have demonstrated 
that removing flavored milk from 
schools leads to a decrease in overall 
milk consumption. Our children are 
more likely to enjoy and consume milk 
when they have flavorful options avail-
able to them. By preserving the allow-
ance of nonfat and low-fat flavored 
milks at all grade levels, we encourage 
higher milk consumption and promote 
healthier habits among our youth. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment, and by doing 
so we show our commitment to the 
well-being of our Nation’s children and 
their access to nutrition options in our 
schools. 

f 

INCREASE FUNDING FOR THE VA 
STATE HOME CONSTRUCTION 
GRANT PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Ms. TLAIB) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I am so in-
credibly grateful that the House passed 
my amendment to the Military Con-
struction and VA appropriations bill. 

Earlier this year, I was proud to lead 
64 of our colleagues in calling for a sig-
nificant increase to address the funding 
gap in our State Veterans Homes sys-
tem. My amendment increases the 
funding for the VA State Veterans 
Home Construction Grant Program by 
$5 million. 

As many in the Michigan delegation 
know, southeast Michigan is home to 
the largest concentration of veterans 
in the Midwest, however, we don’t have 
a VA home in the Detroit area. State 
Veterans Homes are a critical counter-
part for our VA system in providing 
long-term care and services for our vet-
erans. 

With more than 30,000 beds nation-
wide, the State Veterans Home pro-
gram is the largest provider of long- 
term care for our Nation’s veterans 
with services that include nursing care 
and adult daycare. 

The program enables States to con-
struct, renovate, or repair these State- 
owned facilities with the VA providing 
up to 65 percent of the cost of construc-
tion. 

Currently, there are more than $600 
million in unfulfilled Priority 1 grant 
requests by the States, demonstrating 
that the States are eager, willing, and 
prepared to take on an important re-
sponsibility, as well as a share of the 
cost, of caring for our Nation’s vet-
erans. 

Unfortunately, only $150 million was 
appropriated in the fiscal year 2023, and 
this bill only allocates $164 million, 
leaving many grant requests unfulfilled 
and an inability for States to move for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker, if we cannot take care 
of our Nation’s veterans, we shouldn’t 
be sending them to war. My amend-
ment, with the support of all of you, is 
a small step toward addressing that 
funding gap. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the committee 
for their support in this effort, and I 
am grateful to my colleagues for sup-
porting this amendment. I look for-
ward to continuing this fight to ensure 
that our veterans get the care they de-
serve. 

CREDIT IS AN OBSTACLE FOR MEETING BASIC 
NEEDS 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, credit and 
consumer reports that often contain 
errors are increasingly an obstacle for 
many of our residents from meeting 
their basic needs. 

Victims of financial abuse and fraud, 
or those strapped with medical debt, 
are regularly denied access to employ-
ment, housing, and transportation be-
cause of their credit history. 

Our neighbors should not have to go 
without basic necessities because they 
fell victim to fraudulent activity or 
predatory lenders. 

Survivors of domestic abuse, for in-
stance, do not deserve to have debt re-
sulting from the abuse of their credit 
report. 

Medical debt should not prevent 
someone from securing shelter or an 
education. 

That is why I am reintroducing the 
Restoring Unfairly Impaired Credit and 
Protecting Consumers Act to provide 
credit restoration for victims of preda-
tory lending, fraud, and other financial 
abuse; prohibiting the reporting of 
medical debt; and to reduce the length 
of time that adverse information ap-
pears on credit reports from 7 down to 
4 years. 

Economists say 7 years is not a good 
indicator. Many of the residents, espe-
cially in our districts, will tell you 
that reducing it down to 4 years can be 
transformative for their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
please support this bill. 
RECOGNIZING THE 1-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

MAMAS’ CAUCUS 
Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, it is the 1- 

year anniversary of the Congressional 
Mamas’ Caucus that I founded with 
Congresswomen Jayapal, Bush, Meng, 
and Williams. 

The Mamas’ Caucus is not only com-
mitted to advocating for mothers of 
color and working families, but com-
mitted to making sure that all mothers 
have a seat at the table where policy 
decisions are made. 

We can’t be talking about mothers 
without mothers at the table. For in-
stance, the cost of raising a child in 
our country is among the highest in 
the world, and our policies and social 
safety nets too often leave many be-
hind. 

We must build childcare policies that 
support every family, and ones that en-
sure providers are paid a living wage. 

Whether on Black maternal health, 
reproduction justice, paid leave, and so 
many other issues, mothers must be 
centered in the policies that we ad-
vance here in Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank all of my col-
leagues who have joined us in this fight 
and know that we have many efforts in 
store in the year to come. 

f 

THREATENING AMERICAN 
BUSINESSES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to condemn the bullying and 
threatening of American businesses 
being conducted by the United States 
Department of Commerce. 

This was brought to my attention by 
a small business owner just this week. 

In the Census Bureau’s Annual Busi-
ness Survey, businessowners are now 
asked if they invest in a list of so- 
called ‘‘green’’ initiatives to fight cli-
mate change. 

If your local baker, dry cleaner, or 
peanut farmer hasn’t been able to in-
vest in geothermal energy or a renew-
able purchase power agreement or 
extra battery storage, they are asked 
these threatening questions: 

Are you afraid of lost sales? 
Do you foresee getting a bad reputa-

tion? 
Do you think it might be harder to 

raise capital or secure lines of credit? 
Do you think you might be fined by 

the government? 
Do you think your business will suf-

fer if we implement a carbon tax? 
The bottom line from the radical 

leftists in charge of our executive 
branch: That’s a nice business you have 
there, it would be a shame if something 
happened to it. 

Surveys with leading questions are 
often called push polls. This is more 
like a shove poll. This is the Federal 
Government threatening American 
businesses to engage in government- 
pushed policy, or else. 

Here is a warning of my own. If you 
work at the Department of Commerce 
and you are responsible for this dis-
gusting language, you will be hearing 
from Congress very soon. Be prepared 
to explain yourselves. The time for bu-
reaucratic overreach must come to an 
end. 
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The Federal Government exists to 

serve and protect Americans and their 
livelihoods, not to pick winners or los-
ers, not to destroy industries, and not 
to impose climate change ideology on 
hundreds of thousands of businesses 
that bring prosperity to American fam-
ilies every day. 

Semper Fidelis. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-

bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today, but first, before 
I begin, I want to associate myself with 
the remarks of Reverend Green. It is 
always great to be in the presence of 
someone who has performed so extraor-
dinarily well and is indeed a great 
American. I congratulate, Joyce. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to talk 
about the 88th birthday of Social Secu-
rity, which will take place on August 
14. We are calling upon Members all 
across this Nation joined by great 
groups like the National Committee to 
Preserve and Protect Social Security, 
Social Security Works, the AFL–CIO, 
and the list goes on, to please save the 
date as a date of action. It is a date of 
action because Congress hasn’t taken 
any action. 

It might interest people in the gal-
lery to know that Congress hasn’t done 
anything to enhance Social Security in 
more than 52 years. 

We found ourselves in the midst of a 
pandemic, a pandemic that in this 
country has impacted people over the 
age of 65 more severely than any other 
group. Slightly over a million people 
have perished. Over 856,000 were over 
the age of 65. 

Those same individuals are the ones 
that because of global inflation have 
found themselves in the situation, as 
people on fixed incomes often do, where 
they are most severely hurt. 

As Reverend King would say, ‘‘the 
fierce urgency of now’’ is upon the 
United States Congress. 

What are we asking the United 
States Congress to do? 

Vote. 
How hard is that? 
Whether it is in the United States 

Senate or whether it is in the House of 
Representatives, everybody claims how 
much they respect and love and admire 
Social Security. If that is true, then 
why don’t we vote on it? 

It hasn’t been enhanced in 52 years. 
The last time something was done was 
in 1983. Ronald Reagan was President, 
Bob Dole ran the United States Senate, 
and Tip O’Neill was Speaker of the 
House. They extended Social Security 
at that time, its solvency, but they 
didn’t do anything to enhance the pro-
gram. 

I dare say that things have changed a 
lot since Richard Nixon was President 

in terms of the cost of procuring goods 
and services in this country, and yet 
we have not done anything as a Con-
gress to enhance the benefit of the 
more than 66 million people who are on 
Social Security. That number will ex-
ceed 70 million within a year and a 
half. Mr. Speaker, that is 70 million of 
our fellow Americans. 

Here is the real deal: 5 million of 
them get below-poverty level checks 
from the government. After having 
worked all their lives, paid into a sys-
tem to get an earned benefit, they find 
themselves getting a below-poverty 
level check because the United States 
Congress has not acted on their behalf. 

Mr. Speaker, 23 million of our fellow 
Americans get taxed on their work in 
their job for what they are doing, and 
they shouldn’t be. That tax should be 
eliminated. There needs to be an 
across-the-board increase for all Social 
Security recipients. 

b 1030 
That is why we call attention to this 

day of action. 
The day of action that is needed 

most, though, is by the United States 
Congress and for us to act in a bipar-
tisan manner across the board and 
make sure that the people are getting 
the benefits that they have richly 
earned. 

Mr. Speaker, 10,000 baby boomers a 
day become eligible for Social Secu-
rity, and still Congress does not act. 
America needs to rise up and prevail 
upon their Members of Congress to act, 
and by act, I mean vote—vote to bring 
Social Security 2100 to the floor for a 
vote and vote in the Senate to bring 
those bills forward. 

Mr. Speaker, if you have a better 
idea, if you have a better plan, then lay 
it out there for the public to see, but 
for God’s sake, vote on it for the sake 
of the American people. 

The American people deserve more 
from their Congress than lip service. 
They need action. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS 
OVERSEAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank our servicemen and 
-women, our military personnel who 
are stationed all around this world who 
are standing in the gap and who are en-
suring that our freedoms are pro-
tected—not only our freedoms, but 
those of our kids, our kids’ opportunity 
to grow up in the greatest country in 
the world. 

We all know there are enemies out 
there all around who would like noth-
ing better than to see this country, our 
freedoms, and our way of life be de-
stroyed and taken away. 

That is why, Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the veterans appro-
priations bill that will support our 
troops overseas and will let them know 
that we have their backs. 

You see, Mr. Speaker, House Repub-
licans are providing over $800 million 
above the President’s budget request 
for new military construction that is 
focusing on the Indo-Pacific theater to 
counter China. 

H.R. 4366 also funds new barracks and 
other quality-of-life projects just so 
our men and women in uniform can 
perform at their best while out there 
defending our Nation. 

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker, our 
troops and their families make great 
sacrifices in defending our country, and 
it is our duty to support them and give 
them that support they deserve. 

f 

BIDENOMICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. LIEU) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, today 
Bloomberg reported that U.S. GDP 
growth accelerated to 2.4 percent blow-
ing past economists’ estimates. 

Consumer confidence is also at the 
highest level in over 2 years, and infla-
tion has now declined for 12 consecu-
tive months to a low of 3 percent. The 
United States has the highest GDP 
growth and the lowest inflation of all 
the G–7 countries. 

So growth is up, consumer confidence 
is up, and inflation is down. This is 
Bidenomics, and it did not happen by 
accident. 

When Democrats were in control last 
term, we passed numerous laws to grow 
our economy from the bottom up and 
the middle out. We passed the Amer-
ican Rescue Plan, the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, the CHIPS and Science Act, 
and the infrastructure law. All those 
laws have now grown our economy and 
grown the middle class. 

What are Republicans focused on? 
Putting women in jail for concealing 

abortions. 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. LIEU. Mr. Speaker, as a recov-
ering computer science major, I am ex-
cited about artificial intelligence. AI 
has moved society forward and will 
continue to do amazing things in the 
medical field and many other fields. 

At the same time, there are potential 
risks to artificial intelligence, and we 
need to make sure we can harness the 
benefits of AI and reduce these risks. 

That is why I have proposed a na-
tional AI commission that is a bipar-
tisan blue ribbon commission that will 
make recommendations to Congress as 
to what kinds of AI we should regulate 
and how we might go about doing so. 

This legislation is coauthored by Re-
publican Congressman KEN BUCK with 
Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO, and on 
the Senate side it will be carried by 
Senator SCHATZ. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Speaker to 
put this legislation on the floor for a 
vote. 

In addition, AI can also destroy the 
world. We can never ever let AI control 
nuclear weapons. I have also intro-
duced bipartisan legislation that would 
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prevent AI from ever launching a nu-
clear weapon by itself. We need to have 
meaningful human control. 

Mr. Speaker, I also request the 
Speaker to allow that bill to be voted 
on on the floor. 

f 

FLORIDA LOVES SMALL BUSINESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. BEAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
the new rankings are out, and Florida 
is number one. It is not football, al-
though I would understand one making 
that assumption. Florida is number 
one for small business. 

According to a recent Venture 
Smarter’s study that considered nu-
merous factors like business climate, 
tax structure, and burdensome business 
regulations, Florida has just been 
ranked the number one State in Amer-
ica. 

Today, I rise to congratulate my 
home State, the free State of Florida, 
on this outstanding accomplishment. 

In the Sunshine State, we support 
small businesses to do what they do 
best: invest, hire, and grow. When we 
shop small, we all win big. Spending 
your money at that local small busi-
ness can make a big difference. 

Today, 2.8 million businessowners 
and entrepreneurs call Florida home, 
but, Mr. Speaker, there is room for one 
more. 

Mr. Speaker, if you are considering 
coming to Florida to open a business, 
then I urge you to make a plan. Frank-
ly, you should have a plan of what to 
do with all that extra money you will 
have in your pocket because Florida 
has no income tax. 

As a member of the House Small 
Business Committee, I am working to 
ensure every small business has the op-
portunity to thrive and fuel our econ-
omy in communities all across Amer-
ica. 

HONORING NATHALIE WU 
Mr. BEAN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as 

a member of the Small Business Com-
mittee, I rise today to honor Florida’s 
Main Street Award for Business Owner 
of the Year, Nathalie Wu. 

Ms. Wu is a resident of Nassau Coun-
ty, and I am proud to represent her in 
Florida’s Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

Nathalie opened the wonderful Wick-
ed Bao Restaurant 5 years ago. For the 
first time, amazing Asian street food 
was available to patrons of downtown 
Fernandina Beach’s historic district. 

Delectable and scrumptious are 
words we use to describe our food, but 
what about innovative? 

Who knew that tater tots made with 
rice instead of potatoes—rice tots— 
could be so delicious? 

That would be Ms. Wu. With her es-
tablishment, she has inspired what was 
once an overlooked area off the beaten 
path into a popular destination. 

In addition to serving up delicious 
treats, Ms. Wu is a steadfast advocate 

for local small businesses. She is a 
Fernandina Beach Main Street No Cost 
Ways to Promote Your Business pan-
elist and a prominent supporter of the 
Fernandina Beach window painting 
event, inspiring local high school art-
ists to showcase their work. She is also 
an awesome mother to her two sons, 
Phillip and Martin Toxldorf. 

Ms. Wu’s dedication to her business 
and our community will have a lasting 
impact on Fernandina Beach. My col-
leagues and I on the Small Business 
Committee are inspired by her story. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of my col-
leagues in Congress join me in hon-
oring Florida Secretary of State’s Flor-
ida Main Street Award for Business 
Owner of the Year, Ms. Nathalie Wu. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MULLIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, extreme 
weather is climate change unfolding 
before our very eyes. This past week-
end, the San Francisco Bay Area re-
corded temperatures in the 90s and 
100s—a far cry from our usual tem-
perate summer weather. 

My region wasn’t the only part of the 
country feeling the heat. The month of 
July has been a scorcher for the whole 
country with no end in sight. In fact, 
the Fourth of July was one of the hot-
test days on Earth in at least 50 
years—a record that scientists said 
would have been virtually impossible 
without climate change. 

The story doesn’t end with heat 
waves. Other climate disasters, like se-
vere storms and wildfires, have been 
and will continue to be more intense 
and more frequent. 

Earlier this year, atmospheric rivers 
and devastating flooding pummeled my 
district, nestled between the Pacific 
Ocean and the San Francisco Bay, 
causing millions of dollars in damage. 

Many Americans can afford to shield 
their properties from climate disasters 
and have done so over the years, but 
families who are already struggling to 
make ends meet are often left behind. 
This is especially true for households 
of color, many of whom live in more 
disaster-prone areas. 

We need to ensure everyone, regard-
less of their income, can shield their 
properties against the most dev-
astating consequences of climate 
change. 

That is why I introduced the Weath-
erization Resilience and Adaptation 
Program, or WRAP Act, along with 20 
of my colleagues from across the coun-
try, from California, but, also, Texas, 
Pennsylvania, Louisiana, Ohio, and 
Michigan. We stand together. 

My bill would help low-income home-
owners, affordable housing providers, 
and mobile home communities harden 
their property so they are more resil-
ient to climate-driven natural disas-
ters. Homeowners would get help to 
pay for things like double-pane win-

dows, heat resistant roofing, artificial 
berms and dunes, and more. 

The Biden administration recently 
announced a nearly $1 billion invest-
ment through the Inflation Reduction 
Act that will assist the owners of feder-
ally subsidized affordable housing 
buildings to become more resilient to 
climate disasters. 

The WRAP Act would build on this 
historic action by helping individual 
property owners and the owners of 
other types of low-income housing who 
are left out of the IRA program. 

It is unfortunate that climate resil-
ience-building measures are seen 
through a partisan lens. The reality is 
far different. Climate disasters don’t 
distinguish between so-called red 
States and blue States. We are all im-
pacted. Congress has the opportunity 
to shield our most vulnerable commu-
nities before disaster strikes. 

f 

BIDENOMICS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. MCCLAIN) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk about the reality of 
Bidenomics. 

We have heard the President say 
time and time again that his economic 
policies have worked. He actually be-
lieves that the American economy is 
better today than it was before he took 
office. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s look at the facts 
because we know this administration 
has a habit of changing terms, rede-
fining issues, and really not looking at 
the facts. 

So let’s look at the facts. 
Gas is up 34 percent since Joe Biden 

took office, energy prices are up 28.5 
percent, and the average American 
family is paying almost $1,200 more per 
month in everyday needs. 

Now, tell me, Mr. Speaker, does that 
sound like an economy that is strong? 

The clear answer is no, the economy 
is not strong. It is actually a lot weak-
er than it was before Joe Biden took of-
fice. 

The sad reality is that hardworking 
taxpayers are footing the bill for 
Biden’s policy failures. I think it is 
time we tell the truth, that Bidenomics 
has been a complete and utter failure. 

f 

b 1045 

ADDRESSING PASSPORT DELAYS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. AUCHINCLOSS) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring attention to the ex-
tended processing times for passports, 
global entry applications, and tax re-
turns. 

On average, Americans are waiting 2 
to 4 months for passport renewals and 
4 to 6 months for global entry appoint-
ments. Many are waiting even longer. 
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There are also 2.6 million Americans 

still waiting on their 2023 tax refunds 
while facing hours-long wait times 
when calling the IRS. 

Since the start of this year alone, my 
office has assisted with more than 500 
passport requests, nearly triple the 
number we assisted with all of last 
year. These numbers are unacceptable. 
This backlog exacerbates American 
citizens’ frustration with Federal insti-
tutions and undermines their trust in 
our government’s ability to serve them 
effectively. 

This is not the fault of our Federal 
workers. They are working tirelessly, 
including nights and weekends, to im-
prove these delays, but they don’t have 
the resources and bandwidth that they 
need. 

Now, House Republicans have pro-
posed funding cuts to the IRS and the 
State Department that would only 
worsen these delays and the backlog, 
inhibiting Americans from accessing 
these essential services. Congress must 
reject these cuts and, instead, support 
these agencies with increased staffing 
and reliable funding. 

f 

SUPPORTING SMALL BUSINESSES 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Guam (Mr. MOYLAN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Chair ROGER WILLIAMS and Ranking 
Member NYDIA VELÁZQUEZ of the Com-
mittee on Small Business for allowing 
me to sit in on their hearing yesterday 
focused on the challenges that face 
rural small businesses. 

I thank Representative SHRI 
THANEDAR for allowing me to be the 
Republican lead on his bill, H.R. 4661, 
also known as the One Stop Shop for 
Small Business Licensing Act of 2023. 

Small businesses are vital to Guam’s 
economy and are the embodiment of 
the American Dream and entrepre-
neurial spirit. 

Guam’s economy thrives thanks to 
the hard work of committed, dedicated, 
and resourceful small business owners. 
It is not easy owning and running a 
small business, and these enterprises 
face issues that are not concerning to 
large corporations. 

A common issue that I have heard 
about from small business owners from 
the Guam Chamber of Commerce and 
the witness panel in yesterday’s hear-
ing is the limited access to capital. 
This continues to be increasingly dif-
ficult with high interest rates and in-
flation continuing to be a burden on 
how business is conducted. 

Consequently, small businesses are 
forced to invest less in their company 
and find it difficult to expand, offer 
more goods and services, and provide 
more jobs. 

While Guam is not exempt from the 
macroeconomic issues that plague our 
economy, we have our own set of chal-
lenges that make doing business in 
Guam more difficult. 

Every business across the Nation is 
currently feeling the effects of infla-

tion, labor shortages, and supply chain 
issues. In Guam, these challenges are 
magnified because of the island’s geo-
graphic location. Shipping costs great-
ly increase the cost of goods, and 
Guam’s labor shortage is worsened be-
cause of this isolation, requiring the 
use of H–2B visa workers. 

As a small island in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, nearly every business in 
my district qualifies as a rural small 
business. 

The issues small businesses face are 
my issues, and I will continue to do ev-
erything in my power to support them 
and, by extension, the people of Guam. 

CONGRATULATING THE GUAM ASSOCIATION OF 
REALTORS 

Mr. MOYLAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to congratulate the Guam Associa-
tion of Realtors, or GAR, for the 
launch of their assistance program for 
both homeowners and renters and for 
receiving a grant of $500,000 to fund 
their program. 

It was several months ago when my 
island community was struck by Ty-
phoon Mawar, leaving it in devasta-
tion. Many were left stranded, home-
less, and without the means to rebuild 
their lives. It is through programs like 
this that we can rebuild our commu-
nity and provide a much-needed lifeline 
for our people. 

GAR’s legacy dates back several dec-
ades and is part of one of the largest 
and most influential trade industries in 
the Nation, the National Association of 
Realtors. Their primary objectives in-
clude promoting and maintaining high 
standards of conduct, providing a uni-
fied medium for real estate owners, and 
creating an atmosphere of unity. 

I applaud the executive director, 
Peggy Llagas, the hardworking staff 
and management of GAR, and the 
board of directors for their contribu-
tions on Guam and for giving our com-
munity hope. 

f 

SUPPORTING OUR MILITARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ELLZEY). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
MEUSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this year, during the debt ceiling nego-
tiations, some of my colleagues across 
the aisle baselessly claimed that Re-
publicans were cutting funding for our 
Nation’s veterans, which was entirely 
unfounded and untrue. 

As Members of this House, Repub-
licans have always supported those 
who served our country, and our 
MILCON-VA funding legislation this 
past week further proves this fact. 

In this year’s appropriations bill, not 
only did we not cut funding for vet-
erans, but rather we fully fund their 
healthcare and benefits programs to 
ensure our veterans receive the timely 
care they have rightfully earned and 
deserve. 

Additionally, the GOP is continuing 
to fight to improve the quality of life 
of Active Duty servicemembers by sup-

porting the construction of new family 
housing units and childcare centers. In 
my district, Fort Indiantown Gap is re-
ceiving a significant level of funding 
for necessary upgrades. 

Our bill, Mr. Speaker, also keeps ide-
ology and politics out of the care of 
veterans by, quite frankly, rightfully 
prohibiting from our military the use 
of funds to advance such things as crit-
ical race theory and disallowing the 
implementation, administration, and 
enforcement of President Biden’s exec-
utive orders on diversity, equity, and 
inclusion. 

These functions and plans probably 
have a place in society, where appro-
priate, but certainly not in our mili-
tary because in the military, we con-
tinue to respect all Americans who are 
willing to serve. 

Republicans as well, Mr. Speaker, 
just recently passed the strongest 
NDAA in history, which included the 
largest pay raise in 20 years for our sol-
diers, our sailors, our airmen, and our 
marines. Despite this, only a handful, 
Mr. Speaker, of our Democrat col-
leagues voted for it. 

House Republicans have supported 
and will continue to support our mili-
tary and those who risk their lives and 
make the sacrifices necessary to serve 
our great country, and I am appre-
ciative. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
continue to support H.R. 4366. 

f 

NYC OVERWHELMED BY 
MIGRANTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. SANTOS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SANTOS. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
rise to bring attention to the state of 
chaos that the Biden administration’s 
border policies have created in New 
York’s Third District. 

Today, at 1 p.m., there is a press con-
ference taking place back home in 
front of the new mega-structure tent 
being built at Creedmoor Center across 
the street from an elementary school, 
P.S. 18, in Queens. 

Mr. Speaker, when I visited the bor-
der just a couple of weeks ago, I toured 
a similar facility to the one being built 
in my district. It is safe to say what is 
going on at the southern border can be 
felt as far north as New York. 

This problem is no longer out of 
sight, out of mind. Thanks to the Biden 
administration’s policies, all districts 
are border districts. 

I am calling on Mayor Eric Adams to 
stop this madness, declare a state of 
emergency for New York City, and stop 
taking in these migrants. The city is 
overwhelmed by a constant influx of 
migrants, alongside being plagued by 
rising crime. 

As the only Republican representing 
Queens in Congress, I call on my coun-
terparts on the other side of the aisle 
to join me in efforts to end this mad-
ness in our county and in our city. New 
Yorkers deserve a better quality of life 
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than the one imposed by its one-party 
rule government. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
BLUEBERRY MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize July as Na-
tional Blueberry Month. 

Georgia might be known as the 
Peach State, but our top fruit is actu-
ally blueberries, making it a critical 
part of our State’s economy. 

From May to July, this fruit is har-
vested, and a 2019 study found Georgia 
blueberries generate an annual eco-
nomic impact of over $520 million. 

Being a farmer is difficult. Most of 
their success depends on things outside 
of their control, such as supply chain 
issues, worker shortages, and, most no-
tably, weather issues. 

In March 2021, Georgia’s blueberry 
farmers lost more than $140 million 
worth of crops to freezes, which, con-
trary to popular belief, we do get from 
time to time down in south Georgia. 

Unfortunately, freezes are not cov-
ered losses and do not qualify for Fed-
eral assistance funds. That is why, in 
this year’s farm bill, I am fighting for 
freezes to qualify for the same protec-
tions as other natural disasters such as 
floods or hurricanes. 

This small legislative fix will give se-
curity to growers of Georgia’s number 
one export. Let’s make this National 
Blueberry Month the last one without 
this commonsense protection for blue-
berry farmers. 

REMEMBERING HOWARD ALLAN POE 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in remembrance of 
Howard Allan Poe. 

Howard was born on January 6, 1961, 
in Sanford, North Carolina, to Allan 
Augustus Poe and Evelyn Grace H. Poe. 

Mr. Poe was a resident of Brunswick 
for 22 years, where he was a member of 
Cowboy Church, as well as the owner of 
American Dock Builders and Coastal 
Marine Center. 

He was the life of the party. He was 
loved by all who were blessed enough 
to know him. Fondly known as Captain 
HAP, Howard competed in the South-
ern Kingfish Association trail and SKA 
Pro Tour for over 25 years. He was 
proud to be the 1996 SKA National An-
gler of the Year. 

However, Mr. Poe’s proudest accom-
plishment was his children, who he 
watched grow and succeed, both per-
sonally and professionally. 

Howard’s legacy will live on in the 
positive impact he had on his commu-
nity, and I extend my deepest sym-
pathies to his family. 

CELEBRATING MARION VIRGINIA DELOACH 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate the 90th 
birthday of Marion Virginia DeLoach, 
a lifelong educator from Chatham 
County and mother of Eddie DeLoach, 

the former mayor of Savannah, Geor-
gia. 

Throughout her career in education, 
Marion served as a substitute teacher, 
middle school teacher, Sunday school 
teacher, curriculum specialist, prin-
cipal, and president of her local parent- 
teacher association. 

There is no doubt that over her dec-
ades of service to her community, Vir-
ginia has impacted thousands of stu-
dents’ lives, helping instill in them val-
ues of hard work, courage, and dedica-
tion. 

In her free time, Virginia enjoyed 
softball, reading, and camping. As she 
celebrates nine decades of life this Sep-
tember, I wish her good health and 
bountiful enjoyment and pleasure from 
these hobbies over the next decade of 
life. 

CELEBRATING MILITARY MARRIAGE DAY 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in celebration of the up-
coming Military Marriage Day, which 
is celebrated on August 14 of each year. 

My district is particularly blessed to 
have such a large veteran and Active- 
Duty servicemember population, and 
Military Marriage Day provides an op-
portunity to honor the sacred bonds 
these servicemembers share with their 
spouses. 

Strong military marriages are vitally 
important to the strength and well- 
being of our Armed Forces. When one 
spouse decides to serve their country, 
both spouses take on that responsi-
bility. They can’t do it alone, and we 
are so appreciative of all the sacrifices 
made by our servicemembers and their 
families to defend our freedoms. 

I congratulate our district’s new 
military marriages on their recent 
unions and vows, and I am continually 
inspired by the persistence, strength, 
commitment, and love of the many 
longstanding military marriages in our 
district. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 58 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MOORE of Utah) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Gracious God, in this summer season, 
when many have opportunity to take 
time with friends and family to enjoy 
rest and relaxation, we pray that in the 
August recess that is before this body 

that You would grant to our legislators 
respite to their bodies, counsel to their 
spirits, and renewal to their souls. 

When year-round so much draws so 
necessarily yet heavily on their energy 
and attention, grant them opportunity 
in these coming weeks to allow their 
minds and their souls to pause from 
their grueling schedules. In the quiet of 
these moments, may they listen for 
Your voice, yield their wills to Your 
will, and realign their priorities to 
Your desired direction for their efforts. 

Remind the rest of us, too, to take 
Sabbath from the onslaught of news 
and media. Silence our desire for the 
buzzing of the latest sound bite or the 
thrill of the hottest political contest. 
Give us pause from the critique and 
analysis and inspire in us the compas-
sion and concern for those whom we 
have elected to carry the heavy mantle 
of responsibility of governing our Na-
tion. May we dedicate this break in the 
congressional grind to pray for the 
health and welfare of our leadership. 

May all who labor and who are heavy 
laden come to You in this season and 
always, that in You they would find 
rest for their bodies and peace in their 
souls. 

To You be the glory as we offer our-
selves and our prayers to You. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
ROSS) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. ROSS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has agreed to the following 
resolution: 

S. RES. 316 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.— 
(1) was born in Paris, France, in 1931; and 
(2) graduated from Yale University, in New 

Haven, Connecticut, and the University of 
Virginia Law School; 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. served in 
the United States Army from 1953 through 
1955, achieving the rank of first lieutenant; 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. was elected 
to the House of Representatives in 1968; 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. was first 
elected to the Senate in 1970 and was re-
elected in 1976 and 1982; 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. served on 
the Senate Watergate Committee, where he 
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was the first Republican senator to call for 
the resignation of President Richard Nixon, 
an act of political courage and dedication to 
public service; 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. was an 
early and strong advocate in the Senate for 
the Americans with Disabilities Act or 1990 
(42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), which prohibits dis-
crimination based on disability in everyday 
activities; 

Whereas, while serving in the Senate, Low-
ell P. Weicker, Jr. was a strong advocate for 
protecting public health, shown through his 
efforts to— 

(1) prevent cuts in funding for the National 
Institutes of Health; 

(2) support scientific and medical research 
efforts; and 

(3) secure funding for human 
inmumodeficiency virus (HIV) and acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) treat-
ment; 

Whereas, after his tenure in the Senate, 
Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. was elected Governor 
of Connecticut in 1990; 

Whereas, as Governor of Connecticut, Low-
ell P. Weicker, Jr. secured the passage of a 
state income tax that, while unpopular, bal-
anced the budget of the State; 

Whereas, as Governor of Connecticut, Low-
ell P. Weicker, Jr. signed many laws that 
sought to improve the quality of life for resi-
dents of the State, including a ban on as-
sault rifles for the first time in State his-
tory; 

Whereas, after leaving public office, Lowell 
P. Weicker, Jr. continued his work to im-
prove the public health, founding Trust for 
America’s Health, a nonprofit working on 
disease prevention, and serving as the presi-
dent of the organization from 2001 through 
2011; and 

Whereas Lowell P. Weicker, Jr. is survived 
by his wife, Claudia Weicker, as well as his 5 
sons, 2 stepsons, 12 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate has heard with profound sor-

row and deep regret the announcement of the 
death of Lowell P. Weicker, Jr., former 
member of the Senate; 

(2) the Senate directs the Secretary of the 
Senate to communicate this resolution to 
the House of Representatives and transmit 
an enrolled copy of this resolution to the 
family of Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.; and 

(3) when the Senate adjourns today. it 
stand adjourned as a further mark of respect 
to the memory of the late Lowell P. Weicker, 
Jr. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has agreed to without amend-
ment a concurrent resolution of the 
House of the following title: 

H. Con. Res. 57. Concurrent resolution ex-
pressing the sense of Congress supporting the 
State of Israel. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed bills of the following 
titles in which the concurrence of the 
House is requested: 

S. 546. An act to amend the Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to au-
thorize law enforcement agencies to use 
COPS grants for recruitment activities, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 994. An act to amend Omnibus Crime 
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide that COPS grant funds may be used for 
local law enforcement recruits to attend 
schools or academies if the recruits agree to 
serve in precincts of law enforcement agen-
cies in their communities. 

S. 1387. An act to reauthorize the Project 
Safe Neighborhoods Grant Program Author-
ization Act of 2018, and for other purposes. 

S. 2051. An act to reauthorize the Missing 
Children’s Assistance Act, and for other pur-
poses. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO STUART 
MACVEAN 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I am grateful to recognize 
Stuart MacVean, president and CEO of 
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions, 
who will be retiring today. 

Stuart has led SRNS since 2016, and 
since that time has overseen numerous 
successes and unprecedented growth at 
the Savannah River site. 

Under his leadership, SRNS has made 
significant strides in its development 
of the Savannah River Plutonium 
Processing Facility, the American plu-
tonium pits for nuclear deterrence. The 
site has also begun shipping 
downblended surplus plutonium to 
achieve progress in its environmental 
remediation and cleanup activities. 

His contributions have made South 
Carolina, and our neighbor Georgia, 
safer. I offer best wishes to Stuart and 
his wife, Kelly, for continued success. 

Welcome to Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni of our valued ally Italy to 
Washington. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America with open 
Biden borders. 

f 

TRAIN DERAILMENT IN WHITE 
MARSH 

(Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, last week another train de-
railment alarmed a Pennsylvania com-
munity. This time 15 CSX cars derailed 
in Whitemarsh Township in the heart 
of my district. Fortunately, no one was 
hurt and there was no environmental 
harm. Authorities believe it was due to 
a sinkhole after the area endured 
major flooding in the days before. 

Whitemarsh is just another example 
of a train derailment, two in Pennsyl-
vania this year, and, of course, the dis-
aster in neighboring East Palestine, 
Ohio. This is a growing and alarming 
trend that cannot be overlooked. 

These are different scenarios, but 
whether it is a repercussion of im-
proper oversight or a consequence of 
growing climate crises, we must meet 
this moment. 

Whether it is a sinkhole or over-
heated wheels, we must do better at 
monitoring freight trains and their 
rails because we rely upon our rails to 
feed us, heat and cool our homes, and 
bring other necessities. Many of these 
freight trains carry hazardous chemi-
cals. These trains run through Penn-
sylvania neighborhoods directly 
threatening the safety of our residents. 

In the face of this climate crisis, re- 
imagining and investing in America is 
what we must do. Investing in our in-
frastructure is vital, and that is ex-
actly what we are doing. Freight trains 
are essential to our Nation and should 
never be a threat to our communities. 

f 

CRUCIAL LEGISLATION THAT AIMS 
TO ENSURE SAFE HOUSING FOR 
OUR VETERANS 
(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H.R. 4366, the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies appropriations 
bill for fiscal year 2024, in particular, 
the allocation of $6.61 million for the 
Department of Defense Family Housing 
Improvement Fund. 

This crucial legislation aims to en-
sure that the brave families of our 
servicemembers receive the dignified 
and safe housing they truly deserve. 

Our military families sacrifice so 
much for the security and prosperity of 
our country. They endure the long de-
ployments, frequent relocations, and 
the emotional toll that comes with 
having a loved one in harm’s way. The 
least we can do is provide them with 
housing that meets the standards that 
they deserve. 

Regrettably, we have heard from 
many of these families that their cur-
rent housing situation is inadequate, 
and in some cases, unsafe and unsuit-
able for raising a family. This is unac-
ceptable. 

The Department of Defense Family 
Housing Improvement Fund will bring 
about much-needed changes and im-
provements to the lives of those that 
selflessly serve our Nation. We cannot 
afford to fail them any longer. 

Investing in our military families is 
not a matter of gratitude, it is a mat-
ter of national security and readiness. 
Our servicemembers perform at their 
very best. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR THE U.S. WOMEN’S 
NATIONAL SOCCER TEAM 

(Ms. ROSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to express my support for the U.S. 
Women’s National Soccer team which 
is currently playing in the World Cup. 
It was quite the match last night. 

Mr. Speaker, I give special recogni-
tion to the five players on the team 
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who have connections to my home 
State of North Carolina: Aubrey 
Kingsbury, who played at Wake Forest 
University; Lynn Williams, who played 
on the North Carolina Courage in my 
district; Casey Murphy, who currently 
plays on the North Carolina Courage; 
and Emily Fox and Crystal Dunn, who 
played at UNC and are currently on the 
North Carolina Courage. 

As we cheer them on and while they 
are representing the USA abroad, it is 
important that we also support them 
at home. We must ensure that all 
women athletes receive the same pay, 
treatment, and resources as their male 
counterparts. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud of all the 
strong, talented women on our na-
tional team. We are rooting for them. 

f 

ALICIA MONSON BREAKS THE 
AMERICAN RECORD IN THE 5,000 
METERS 
(Mr. TIFFANY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIFFANY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Alicia Monson of 
Amery, Wisconsin, on breaking the 
American record in the 5,000 meters 
this past weekend. She ran 5,000 meters 
in 14 minutes and 19.45 seconds, beating 
the previous record by 4.47 seconds. 

This is not the only record she has 
set this year. In February, she broke 
the North American indoor record in 
the 3,000 meters, and in March she set 
a new North American 10,000 meters 
record. 

Alicia has been representing Wiscon-
sin’s Seventh District since she was in 
high school running cross country and 
track. She went on to become one of 
the top runners for the University of 
Wisconsin—Madison before becoming 
an Olympian in 2021. 

Mr. Speaker, I can’t wait to see what 
record she breaks next. Keep making 
Wisconsin proud, Alicia. 

f 

HONORING ELAINE NEWBERG ON 
HER 100TH BIRTHDAY 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Elaine 
Newberg, who will celebrate her 100th 
birthday on August 24. 

Born in 1923, she grew up in Philadel-
phia and attended the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

A gifted pianist, Elaine once per-
formed with the Philadelphia Sym-
phony Orchestra. She went on to be-
come a music teacher, producing a 
number of popular musicals worthy of 
the best theaters. 

Passionate about helping students 
find their way, Elaine became a guid-
ance counselor, serving as president of 
both the Long Island and New York 
State School Counselor Association. 

Elaine and her husband, Marvin, a 
World War II veteran, raised two chil-

dren, Richard and Shanti. Richard is 
an Emmy-winning journalist in Buffalo 
and Shanti is a social worker. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Elaine Newberg’s 
dedicated life of service, passion, and 
creativity as we wish her a very happy 
100th birthday. 

f 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEMETERY 
(Mr. COLLINS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss how the Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies appropriations bill will 
honor those who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice in defense of freedom here and 
abroad. 

Arlington National Cemetery is the 
final resting place of hundreds of thou-
sands of veterans who died fighting for 
us. 

It is a tremendous honor to be buried 
at Arlington, but the cemetery is run-
ning out of space and is currently un-
dergoing an expansion that requires 
funding from Congress to be completed. 

The Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies appro-
priations bill fully funds the ceme-
tery’s Southern Expansion Project, 
which will increase burial capacity 
until at least 2060. 

Those who pay the ultimate sacrifice 
for our Nation must be honored, and 
the Military Construction, Veterans 
Affairs, and Related Agencies appro-
priations bill ensures America’s most 
hallowed ground can continue to be the 
final resting place for our fallen he-
roes. 

f 

RELEASE CUBAN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as we 
mark the second anniversary of the 
July 11, 2021, protest in Cuba, I call on 
the Cuban Government to release all 
those imprisoned for exercising their 
rights to protest, to freedom of expres-
sion, and association. 

Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago, Cubans 
took to the streets to demand better 
living conditions and more freedoms 
amid a grim economic crisis. There is 
no excuse for these largely peaceful 
protests to have been met with govern-
ment repression, arrests, and internet 
blackouts. 

According to reputable reports, over 
1,500 people were arrested in connec-
tion with these protests, and over 680 
remain in prison. 

However, U.S. policies contribute di-
rectly to the hardships that Cubans en-
dure, but the Cuban Government’s re-
pression only exacerbates the many 
challenges facing its people. 

Cuba should release all remaining 
protesters, and the United States of 

America should end all policies, includ-
ing taking Cuba off the State Sponsors 
of Terrorism list, that only increase 
the suffering of the Cuban people. 

f 

b 1215 

FOOD INSECURITY IN PUERTO 
RICO 

(Mrs. RAMIREZ asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. RAMIREZ. Mr. Speaker, the 
Third Congressional District of Illinois 
is home to a historic Puerto Rican 
community directly linked to the leg-
acy, present, and future of Puerto Rico. 

The lack of food sovereignty in Puer-
to Rico is a policy choice that threat-
ens lives and livelihoods. 

When I visited Puerto Rico last year, 
I was shocked to learn that food inse-
curity was a major motivation for the 
second biggest Puerto Rican migration 
since the 1950s. 

Mr. Speaker, 85 percent of their food 
is imported, and Puerto Rico is sub-
jected to much higher grocery prices. 
When Hurricane Maria hit, food im-
ports couldn’t come in. Many of my 
Puerto Rican constituents came to 
Chicago because of Hurricane Maria 
and because of food insecurity. 

This body has the responsibility to 
act now on supporting food sovereignty 
in Puerto Rico. We can start today by 
using every legislative tool at our dis-
posal through the upcoming farm bill. 

f 

MEDICARE IS AN INVESTMENT 
FOR ALL 

(Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I am a proud cosponsor of 
Medicare for All here in the House. 

Medicare for All isn’t controversial 
or radical. It is commonsense policy to 
ensure that our healthcare is not de-
pendent on where we work. We all 
know that Medicare already works in 
this country for so many older adults. 

When I was mayor of Long Beach, I 
was proud to have cofounded the May-
ors for Medicare Coalition which 
brought together leaders from across 
the country to support Medicare for 
All. As mayor, I saw the impact every 
day that barriers to healthcare can 
have on a community. That is why 
over 100 local cities and jurisdictions 
support Medicare for All nationally. 

Medicare for All isn’t just a commit-
ment to address injustices in the 
healthcare system. It is an investment 
in the American people. We owe it to 
our country to prioritize healthcare, 
and Medicare for All is the way. 

Healthcare is a human right. Let’s 
pass Medicare for All. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 

DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE UNITED STATES FISH 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE RELAT-
ING TO ‘‘ENDANGERED AND 
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND 
PLANTS; LESSER PRAIRIE- 
CHICKEN; THREATENED STATUS 
WITH SECTION 4(D) RULE FOR 
THE NORTHERN DISTINCT POPU-
LATION SEGMENT AND ENDAN-
GERED STATUS FOR THE SOUTH-
ERN DISTINCT POPULATION SEG-
MENT’’ 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to House Resolution 614, I call up 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 9) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken; Threatened Status 
With Section 4(d) Rule for the North-
ern Distinct Population Segment and 
Endangered Status for the Southern 
Distinct Population Segment’’, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 614, the joint 
resolution is considered read. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

S.J. RES. 9 
Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service relating to 
‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken; Threatened 
Status With Section 4(d) Rule for the North-
ern Distinct Population Segment and Endan-
gered Status for the Southern Distinct Popu-
lation Segment’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 72674 (Novem-
ber 25, 2022)), and such rule shall have no 
force or effect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA), each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN). 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on S.J. Res. 9. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of S.J. 
Res. 9, sponsored by Senator MARSHALL 
of Kansas. This bipartisan resolution 
will protect voluntary conservation 
while eliminating the litigation-driven 
listing of the lesser prairie-chicken. 

Last year, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service published a final rule listing 
the lesser prairie-chicken as an endan-
gered species. The rule created two dis-
tinct population segments. In the 
northern segment, which covers Colo-
rado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and the Texas 
panhandle, the lesser prairie-chicken 
will be considered threatened in that 
area, while in the southern segment, 
which covers New Mexico and west 
Texas, it would be considered endan-
gered. 

The lesser prairie-chicken is a boom- 
and-bust species that is extremely sus-
ceptible to precipitation in its native 
range. Simply put, when it rains the 
lesser prairie-chicken populations 
grow, and in droughts their popu-
lations often shrink. 

To ensure a healthy lesser prairie- 
chicken population, a private, vol-
untary conservation effort, known as 
the range-wide plan, was developed and 
implemented in 2013. At the time, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service declared that 
the voluntary conservation efforts 
being undertaken to be an unprece-
dented collaborative effort that pro-
duced a sound conservation plan for 
the lesser prairie-chicken. 

As part of the range-wide plan, vol-
untary conservation agreements were 
formed that allow private landowners 
and businesses who operate on Federal 
lands to implement voluntary meas-
ures to conserve habitat. These pro-
grams have proven to be successful 
with private industry investing $65 mil-
lion into species conservation and 
nearly 6 million acres of habitat con-
served for the lesser prairie-chicken. 

These investments have produced re-
sults. They have resulted in population 
growth from less than 20,000 birds in 
2013 to more than 35,000 birds in 2020. 
However, the listing puts all of the vol-
unteer conservation efforts to date in 
jeopardy. 

The unavoidable truth about the ESA 
is that a listing means less private in-
vestment which harms conservation ef-
forts. 

Mr. Speaker, some people might ask 
why is it so important that we talk 
about the lesser prairie-chicken on the 
House floor? 

Some people might say: Why on 
Earth would the Fish and Wildlife 
Service move a species from threatened 
to endangered that went from 20,000 to 
35,000 in its population in less than 10 
years because of conservation efforts? 

What would inspire the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to do such a thing? 

Mr. Speaker, you would think that if 
a species were increasing, they 
wouldn’t go from threatened to endan-
gered, they would go the other way. 
However, I think this map behind me 
tells the motivation behind the Biden 
administration and the motivation be-

hind this U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to make the lesser prairie-chicken not 
threatened but endangered. 

Mr. Speaker, you see the two ranges 
here, the northern range where they 
would remain threatened and the 
southern range where they would be 
listed as endangered. 

So what is so unique about these 
areas? 

It happens to be where the largest 
production of oil and gas in America is 
located. The area that this Fish and 
Wildlife Service decided to make the 
lesser prairie-chicken endangered is in 
the Permian Basin—not just the Per-
mian Basin, but the Delaware Basin 
and the Permian Basin. It is the rich-
est deposit of oil in our country. 

So this is just a tool for the Fish and 
Wildlife Service to go implement the 
Biden administration’s none-of-the- 
above energy policy, except their hand-
picked energy policies, and it is an-
other attack on low-cost energy for the 
American taxpayer. It is an attack on 
jobs in America, and at the same time 
it is weakening our national security. 
It is making us more dependent on 
member countries of OPEC, on Russia, 
and on OPEC+, like Venezuela, all be-
cause this administration is using 
every tool in the tool pouch to stop oil 
and gas and low-cost energy and safe 
energy production on U.S. lands and 
waters. 

We just had a hearing this morning 
in the Natural Resources Committee 
about how BOEM has delayed the 5- 
year plan in the Gulf of Mexico and the 
earliest we could get a new sale in the 
Gulf of Mexico is 2026. That is the re-
sult of this Biden administration en-
ergy policy. 

The ESA should be about protecting 
endangered species and about restoring 
habitat for endangered species. It 
shouldn’t be something used that is 
going to attack the very heart of our 
economy and our energy production, 
that is going to harm our national se-
curity, and that at the end of the day 
it is just going to make prices higher 
for Americans. 

That is why it is important to talk 
about something like the lesser prai-
rie-chicken on the House floor because 
this administration made a rule—Con-
gress didn’t make a rule—this adminis-
tration made a rule that said they are 
going to list the species as endangered 
that has shown dramatic increases in 
population. 

Voluntary conservation is working, 
and this listing puts that at risk. That 
is why repealing the Biden administra-
tion’s listing of the prairie-chicken is 
crucial. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in opposi-
tion to this resolution. There was a lot 
I could say and thought about saying 
about this resolution and the one that 
we will see after it. I could talk about 
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how badly these two measures under-
mine conservation efforts for species 
that are endangered and threatened 
across our Nation and across the globe. 

I could talk about how these resolu-
tions give industry and not science the 
upper hand in making decisions about 
our endangered species. 

I could talk about how this latest of-
fering from team extreme takes the 
GOP’s vendetta against the Endan-
gered Species Act to a level that should 
offend us all. 

Nevertheless, as I thought about it, I 
realized that what is more offensive 
than these resolutions themselves is 
the fact that these resolutions are on 
the floor right now today. 

We are about to leave the House for 
6 weeks. By the time we come back, 
summer will be nearly over. If the cur-
rent temperatures stay on track, it 
will have been one of the most brutal 
summers in this country’s recorded 
history. 

In my home State of Arizona, Phoe-
nix has now broken records with what 
is now a 27-day streak of more than 110- 
degree heat. In Florida, the ocean heat 
wave has warmed the waters to 5 to 7 
degrees above normal. That level of 
heat is a disaster for corals, marine 
life, and all the local businesses and 
economies that depend on them. 

Tragically, last month a heat wave in 
Texas was so oppressive it claimed 13 
lives. That also happened to be the 
same month that was awarded the grim 
honor of being the hottest June ever on 
record. July isn’t looking any dif-
ferent. 

Climate change isn’t about some dis-
tant warning about melting ice caps in 
the far-off future. The climate crisis is 
here. It is now. People are suffering, 
and people are dying, and the GOP isn’t 
doing anything about it. 

This year, in the Natural Resources 
Committee, the Republican majority 
has had zero hearings on climate 
change. They have introduced zero bills 
to seriously address climate change. 
They have introduced zero bills to help 
communities being hurt by climate 
change, and they have accepted zero 
Democratic amendments to include cli-
mate change in any of their legislation. 

Today, Republicans have decided 
that the most important thing they 
could do before we leave for 6 weeks 
would be a couple of resolutions to kill 
off the lesser prairie-chicken and the 
northern long-eared bat. 

We are about to go back to our dis-
tricts where our constituents will have 
questions about what we are doing to 
protect their homes, their businesses, 
and their livelihoods from the increas-
ing threat of climate change. 

I have to wonder if my Republican 
colleagues think that bullying chick-
ens and bats would be a sufficient an-
swer. I don’t agree, and I am certain 
our constituents won’t agree either. 

Fortunately for Democrats, we can 
assure our constituents that we passed 
the country’s biggest ever investment 
in climate and clean energy through 

the Inflation Reduction Act last year 
and that the Biden administration is 
working to get that funding out the 
door as quickly and as equitably as 
possible against ongoing efforts in ap-
propriations to defund those initiatives 
and to dismantle, as we see today, ex-
isting environmental protections. 

Unfortunately, the Big Gas and Big 
Oil industry in this country is making 
Americans more and more dependent 
on fossil fuels as their source of energy 
and thus increasing the climate crisis 
that we are experiencing now. 

Common sense says that the new 
party in charge of the House would 
want to keep that historic momentum 
going, but sometimes common sense 
ain’t that common. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on this resolution. I urge my 
Republican colleagues to come back in 
September with a better plan to help 
the American people than a couple of 
go-nowhere resolutions that beat up on 
bats and chickens, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would say the only science that went 
into this decision by Fish and Wildlife 
was political science. It is all about 
this administration’s attack on Amer-
ican energy. 

People all around the world are going 
to die as a result of food shortages 
from this administration’s attack on 
natural gas. Natural gas is the main in-
gredient in fertilizer, and fertilizer is 
the main ingredient in agriculture. 

These are serious problems that have 
huge impacts to society. That is why it 
is important that we push back on 
these ridiculous rules that the adminis-
tration makes. 

Do you think we enjoy coming out on 
the House floor and speaking about 
prairie-chickens and bats? 

Not necessarily, but when an admin-
istration uses that for a weapon 
against the energy production in this 
country, then somebody has to speak 
out against it and has to speak out for 
the rural communities and the workers 
across this country. 

b 1230 

Mr. DUARTE. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
stand before you to express my support 
for S.J. Res. 9. My colleagues and I 
have deep concerns about the harms of 
listing the lesser prairie-chicken under 
the Endangered Species Act. While the 
intent of this act is to protect vulner-
able species, we must carefully con-
sider the consequences of such a deci-
sion. 

Listing the lesser prairie-chicken as 
endangered will have far-reaching neg-
ative impacts on rural communities, 
working families, and conservation ef-
forts, all while ignoring the best avail-
able science. 

First and foremost, this action will 
place more red tape on farmers, ranch-
ers, and small businesses, leading to 
more Federal control and less personal 
freedom. Rural America already faces 
significant challenges, and more Fed-

eral red tape will only limit job growth 
and crush rural communities. 

Furthermore, listing the lesser prai-
rie-chicken might not guarantee its re-
covery. The Endangered Species Act’s 
track record has shown limited success 
in saving species from extinction, often 
requiring substantial amounts of tax-
payer dollars and enormous economic 
impacts with minimal positive out-
comes. 

Instead, we should prioritize coopera-
tive conservation efforts that involve 
collaboration between private land-
owners and government agencies to en-
sure a more holistic, sustainable ap-
proach. 

Listing the lesser prairie-chicken 
will divert attention and resources 
away from other critical conservation 
priorities. We need a comprehensive 
strategy that addresses broader eco-
logical challenges and the conservation 
of multiple species, not just focusing 
on a single one. 

Let us not rush into listing the lesser 
prairie-chicken without carefully eval-
uating the potential harms and explor-
ing alternative conservation measures. 
Effective conservation requires a bal-
anced approach that protects both our 
natural heritage and the livelihoods of 
working families throughout rural 
America. 

Together, we can find innovative so-
lutions to preserve the species while 
promoting responsible economic 
growth and safeguarding our environ-
ment for generations to come. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
again, this move by Fish and Wildlife is 
actually going to hurt the population 
of the lesser prairie-chicken because it 
is going to disincentivize private in-
vestment that is shown to work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. JACKSON). 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I strongly support S.J. Res. 9, which 
disapproves of the disastrous rule sub-
mitted by the Biden administration to 
re-list the lesser prairie-chicken under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

This is another example of the Biden 
administration’s blatant disregard for 
rural America in order to push Green 
New Deal initiatives and appease the 
radical environmentalists. 

For nearly a decade, the lesser prai-
rie-chicken population has been on the 
rebound due to voluntary conservation 
efforts of farmers and ranchers in the 
Texas panhandle. This new rule dis-
regards these efforts and empowers bu-
reaucrats, who have no local knowl-
edge of farming or ranching, to micro-
manage the grazing plans of respon-
sible landowners in my district. 

This listing is a shortsighted effort 
that will have little benefit in increas-
ing the lesser prairie-chicken popu-
lation but will have a devastating ef-
fect on my district, our Nation’s en-
ergy production, and the agricultural 
industry as a whole. 
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Make no mistake, this effort by the 

Biden administration is about destroy-
ing the agriculture industry and the 
livelihoods of those who depend on it. 

It is time we stopped this destructive 
overreach by the Federal Government 
and protect our farmers and ranchers. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, during the markup of 
this particular bill, the chair of the 
Natural Resources Committee agreed 
with the Democrats that these CRA 
resolutions are extreme. He said: 

The CRA process is an extreme process be-
cause it does take that ability away from a 
Federal agency, and if we enact this resolu-
tion, the agency can’t take those steps 
again. 

That was repeated right now by my 
colleague who spoke. 

I ask my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle who are taking this ex-
treme step what their plan is. When 
the lesser prairie-chicken or the north-
ern long-eared bat slips closer to ex-
tinction, what is the backup? 

There is no backup. The CRA is per-
manent, and extinction then becomes 
the only avenue and the only prob-
ability. 

Mr. Speaker, I suggest that 99 per-
cent of the species that have been list-
ed on the Endangered Species Act con-
tinue to exist. That is the track record 
that should be highlighted, and that is 
the track record, on this 50-year anni-
versary of the Endangered Species Act, 
that we should all be proud of. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 
when an administration takes bad ac-
tions, then Congress has to take ex-
treme measures to pull back the power 
that has been granted to the adminis-
tration. 

I gladly stand behind the statement 
that it is time for Congress to reel 
back that power that the administra-
tion is abusing. 

It is not just me saying that. It is 
also a Democrat-controlled Senate that 
sent this bill to the House with Demo-
crat votes in the Senate. 

We need to put it on President 
Biden’s desk and let him answer to the 
American people on what he is going to 
do about truly protecting endangered 
species and what he is going to do 
about energy production in America. 

Speaking of energy production in 
America and agriculture in America, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. LUCAS), who knows a 
lot about both. 

Mr. LUCAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of this resolution. I thank my 
fellow chairman and my fellow Member 
from the adjoining State of Arkansas 
for yielding time to me to speak on 
this important piece of legislation. 

Oklahomans and those who call the 
West home are proud conservationists 
and great stewards of our land. Sus-
tainable, healthy land is the lifeblood 
of our rural communities, and no one 
understands that better than the farm-

ers, ranchers, and landowners them-
selves. 

When we work with and not against 
producers, we have seen the impossible 
accomplished. For years, landowners 
have partnered with local and State 
government and industry to increase 
the production of energy and agricul-
tural goods. They were able to do this 
all while improving soil health and 
wildlife habitats, creating an environ-
ment and an economy that is beneficial 
to both wildlife and the residents of 
rural America. 

My father used to say there is a fine 
line between doing something for peo-
ple and doing something to people. Let 
me be clear: Listing the lesser prairie- 
chicken under the Endangered Species 
Act is government doing something to 
people, not for them. 

This listing creates unnecessary and 
burdensome restrictions on Okla-
homa’s agriculture and oil and gas in-
dustries and limits our ability as a 
country to provide for ourselves and 
the world. That is why I support this 
resolution before us today. 

This resolution ensures that U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife regulations do not in-
fringe on the property owners who live 
and work their land every day. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this resolution. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, oil and gas companies 
raked in record profits last year, but it 
appears that House Republicans aren’t 
done trying to give them handout after 
handout. 

This week, they are trying to give 
them a free pass to avoid conserving 
the lesser prairie-chicken and the En-
dangered Species Act in and of itself. 

H.R. 1, their top priority, the pol-
luters over people act, lays out a blue-
print on exactly how to reward the in-
dustry, how to make those handouts 
permanent, how to undermine and dis-
mantle protections and laws that have 
been put in place for 50-plus years in 
reaction to the need to conserve spe-
cies and, more importantly, to protect 
the American people and their health. 

Going forward, we have to under-
stand that while these two resolutions 
we are dealing with today are part of 
it, there is a bigger agenda, a bigger 
blueprint, that talks about turning 
over the public policy and legislative 
arm of Congress to the oil and gas com-
panies, to the big corporate interests 
that are raking in profits, ensuring 
that we continue to be dependent on 
their source of energy and not develop 
the renewable and clean energy the 
American people need and want and 
that is cheaper and will create jobs. 
That is what is on the agenda, as well. 

As we debate these two particular 
resolutions, let’s not forget or ignore 
the underlying reality of what we are 
talking about in terms of energy pol-
icy, period, in this country. 

Let’s not forget that, during the hos-
tage taking on the debt ceiling, the 
principal point and the principal at-

tack was against those fundamental 
environmental laws, again moving us 
in a direction that increases depend-
ence on polluting industries and 
lessens our ability to respond to what 
the American people need, and that is 
a safe, secure environment for them-
selves and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN). 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend, the chairman from Arkansas, 
for his leadership on this effort and for 
the time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to discuss 
the importance of this resolution, 
which pushes back on unnecessary and 
burdensome regulation that threatens 
the livelihoods of people throughout 
rural America. I introduced the House 
version earlier this year, and I am 
proud to see the Senate version passed 
the Senate earlier, and we are finally 
now coming to the House today. 

The designation of the lesser prairie- 
chicken as ‘‘threatened’’ in places like 
Kansas is unacceptable, and this rule 
should have no force or effect until 
Congress is consulted. 

Farmers, ranchers, and agriculture 
producers are American heroes. They 
are the backbone of America, and they 
are working tirelessly every day to 
keep us all fed while dealing with the 
burdens of inflation, drought, and mar-
ket fluctuations. The last thing they 
need is the Federal Government 
handcuffing them with senseless red 
tape. 

One southwest Kansas rancher re-
cently told me that he spotted a lesser 
prairie-chicken on one of his pastures 
where his cattle were grazing. He did 
the right thing and reported that, and 
then he had to move all the cattle from 
not only that pasture but the adjoining 
pastures adjacent to it, just because 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife recorded that 
bird. 

The truth is, Kansas producers have 
voluntarily conserved more than 40,000 
acres of habitat for the lesser prairie- 
chicken through both private invest-
ment and conservation programs at the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 
population of the lesser prairie-chicken 
rises and falls with rainfall, not the 
normal activity of farmers and ranch-
ers. 

Last year, we were in a historic 
drought throughout the Great Plains. 
It is obviously affecting the lesser prai-
rie-chicken population and also the 
wheat harvest, which was devastat-
ingly small this year. 

Big Government doesn’t need to step 
in and force farmers and ranchers to 
upend their operations for the sake of 
this bird, whose population is predicted 
to bounce back on its own with rainfall 
as it did in 2016 after another dev-
astating drought in 2013. 

Make no mistake, the lesser prairie- 
chicken is being used as a proxy in the 
administration’s war on fossil fuel and 
production agriculture. 
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With this vote today, we can either 

stand for Big Government overregula-
tion that puts producers out of busi-
ness, or we can stand with producers’ 
rights to private property and self-de-
termination. 

Mr. Speaker, I know where I stand, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
this resolution. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, 1 mil-
lion species globally are at risk of ex-
tinction, and one of the main drivers is 
climate change. Let’s stop picking on 
these species and instead start address-
ing the real issue of climate change. 

E.O. Wilson, the father of modern 
biodiversity, estimated the world is 
losing three species per hour. We have 
a biodiversity crisis on our hands, and 
we have a climate crisis on our hands, 
but House Republicans decided this 
week is a good time to legislate the ex-
tinction of a couple of species. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER), 
my good friend. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I stand in 
steadfast opposition to both S.J. Res. 9 
and S.J. Res. 24. These resolutions rep-
resent a deeply concerning, misguided 
attempt to undermine the Endangered 
Species Act. These partisan resolutions 
are also out of step with what Ameri-
cans care about. 

Our constituents are looking for us 
to lead, to take action to restore a 
healthy, biodiverse, and climate-stable 
planet. We took important actions in 
the last Congress, and we are seeing 
the results now—funding for cities like 
Alexandria to transition to electric 
schoolbuses that are healthier for kids, 
creating jobs for climate-ready coasts 
so these communities are resilient to 
extreme weather, new clean energy 
manufacturing so that people have jobs 
and healthier workspaces for a 
healthier planet for us all. 

These resolutions are part of an 
agenda that puts polluters over people. 
Americans don’t want to see politi-
cians interfering to reverse science- 
based endangered species protections, 
cementing a species’ path to extinc-
tion, just like they don’t want to see us 
cementing the country on a path of 
more fossil fuel pollution, causing ex-
treme weather and the overheating 
that is destroying the country right 
now. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle spent 2 years shouting about 
things like inflation and public safety, 
but now, in power, they are heading 
into a 6-week recess focused on strip-
ping protections from bats and lesser 
prairie-chickens. 

How does this help inflation? How 
does it help make people safer? It 
doesn’t. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
see that these resolutions are mis-
guided, even silly, and vote ‘‘no.’’ 

b 1245 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s talk about infla-
tion a little bit. My colleagues across 
the aisle want to talk about inflation. 
They know a lot about it because they 
passed laws that put inflation on a 
steady increase here in our country. 

This so-called Inflation Reduction 
Act, which around D.C. is called the 
Green New Deal, put money into the 
economy to push their agenda that has 
caused prices to increase across the 
country. Now the administration is 
doing things like listing species that 
shouldn’t be listed so they can attack 
American energy even more and drive 
up inflation even more. 

America needs energy. The world 
needs energy. Attacking domestic en-
ergy doesn’t mean that the demand for 
energy is going away. It just means 
somebody else in the world is going to 
produce it. 

Through their great idea of the Infla-
tion Reduction Act to build a lot of 
windmills and solar farms, they are 
now taking American wealth and ex-
porting it to China so we can buy those 
solar panels and windmills and the 
components. 

China has hoarded the world’s re-
sources on minerals and rare earth ele-
ments which go into all of this tech-
nology. We have that here in America, 
but it is a not-in-my-backyard policy 
that my friends across the aisle want 
to implement. They turn a blind eye to 
what goes on in the rest of the world 
that affects the climate and want to 
put all of the burden on America and 
on American taxpayers when America 
is leading the world in reducing green-
house gas emissions. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ARRINGTON), who knows just how dev-
astating rules like this can be to the 
fine people that he represents in west 
Texas. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in opposition to the Biden administra-
tion’s listing of the lesser prairie- 
chicken, and I rise in support of the 
prairie people in rural America who 
provide the food, fuel, and fiber for this 
great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, we wouldn’t have the 
luxury of energy independence or food 
security if it wasn’t for the hard-
working, God-fearing, freedom-loving 
people in rural America. This CRA 
would put some common sense into 
this matter of conserving our natural 
resources. 

By the way, no one conserves natural 
resources better than those who make 
a living off of the natural resources, so 
our ag and energy producers are our 
best stewards. As such, when they did 
their voluntary public-private partner-
ship program of conservation for the 
lesser prairie-chicken, the lesser prai-
rie-chicken increased 50 percent. 

It is actually hard to even say this 
without laughing because we are talk-
ing about the lesser prairie-chicken, 
which has expanded under their vol-
untary efforts, and we are talking 
about a threat to American energy 
independence. 

This isn’t about the lesser prairie- 
chicken. This is about political chick-
ens who pander to the left’s extreme 
climate agenda. As a result, we are 
compromising not only our economic 
strength and our national security but 
America’s leadership in the world. This 
is insane. 

By the way, examples of this abound. 
It is not just the prairie-chicken. It is 
canceling pipelines, a moratorium on 
oil and gas leases on public lands, the 
signing of the Paris climate agree-
ment, giving China and Russia a pass, 
delaying 4,800 drilling permits, deplet-
ing the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
and other more covert actions by the 
SEC and the ESG that run amok 
throughout every appendage of this 
Federal Government because it is a 
whole-of-government assault on the oil 
and gas industry, our fossil fuels, and 
our energy producers who have blessed 
this great Nation of ours. 

My God, I cannot believe that we are 
having this debate, Mr. Speaker, but I 
appeal to the common sense of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to do 
what is best for our country and not 
put the lesser prairie-chicken over the 
prairie people who bless this great 
land. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, with regard to rural 
America and the important role that 
they play in this great Nation of ours, 
I am patiently waiting with, I hope, 
good expectations that if the agri-
culture appropriations bill ever gets 
done that it will reflect that commit-
ment to rural America, that electric 
co-ops will continue to function, that 
nutrition will continue to be important 
in this America, that women and chil-
dren will receive the nutrition that 
they need, and that the loan program 
for rural America’s small farmers con-
tinues to be intact. Let’s see. Some-
times pronouncements that are not fol-
lowed with action are just that, polit-
ical banter. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. ESTES), who lives right in 
the heart of lesser prairie-chicken 
country. 

Mr. ESTES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of Kansas farmers, ranchers, 
and energy producers who take it upon 
themselves to conserve the land and 
vulnerable species in rural Kansas each 
and every day. 

In recent months, these Kansans 
have felt the Biden administration’s 
massive overreach as D.C. bureaucrats 
use the Federal Government to over-
regulate hardworking Americans a 
thousand miles from the swamp. 

In 2015, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
listed the lesser prairie-chicken as en-
dangered, only to delist it a year later 
as their analysis was flawed. Despite 
losing a court case and seeing an ac-
tual increase in the lesser prairie- 
chicken population, they are now clas-
sified as threatened and endangered in 
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two distinct population segments in 
the United States. 

Kansas farmers, ranchers, and energy 
producers, those closer to the lesser 
prairie-chicken habitat, are excellent 
stewards of natural resources. They 
have repeatedly demonstrated respon-
sible actions as they tend the land that 
feeds and fuels the world. What they 
don’t need is a heavy-handed govern-
ment approach to land management, 
especially when those mandates are un-
founded and not based on actual 
science. 

Today, we can correct this mistaken 
classification with a Congressional Re-
view Act. Even in a divided Senate, the 
CRA resolution passed with bipartisan 
support. 

Successful, voluntary, public-private 
conservation practices have prompted 
the lesser prairie-chicken population 
to nearly double through 2021, with a 
statistically insignificant decrease be-
tween 2021 and 2022. Federal and State 
governments have spent millions of 
dollars to determine the population is 
stable, yet the Biden administration is 
engaging in insidious actions like cre-
ating the north and south regions to 
help prop up their narrative that the 
lesser prairie-chicken population was 
declining. 

While it may seem extreme to 
squawk about a single species, it is rep-
resentative of the tone of the Biden ad-
ministration—force unworkable man-
dates on hardworking Kansans to ap-
pease bureaucrats and elitists who 
aren’t impacted by their decisions. 
They have used this playbook before, 
and this encroachment on private prop-
erty rights will be replicated in State 
after State across the country. 

Today, as we vote on this Congres-
sional Review Act, it is critical that we 
hold the line and prevent the Biden ad-
ministration from pursuing this hostile 
land grab. Kansas agriculture and en-
ergy producers are doing their part, 
and millions of taxpayer dollars have 
confirmed that the current conserva-
tion plan is working. 

Mr. Speaker, this humble bird has 
benefited through Kansans’ voluntarily 
conserving its habitat, and today we 
have an opportunity to put an end to 
the Biden administration’s attack on 
rural Americans through this common-
sense CRA. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my understanding 
that this resolution and the other reso-
lution to follow will be the last items, 
as was predicted, that this Congress 
does before it goes on recess for 6 
weeks. 

The agriculture appropriations legis-
lation is not done yet, and so rural 
America can hold its breath until the 
Republican majority satisfies an ex-
treme agenda on the part of their Mem-
bers, and we all wait. 

However, we are going to vote on 
these two resolutions, resolutions that 
are not necessary, minor, almost petty, 
while the American people wait for 

some real solutions and some real ac-
tions on the part of the Republican ma-
jority. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time and 
am prepared to close. I continue to re-
serve. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time to close. 
To be clear, I agree that the lesser 
prairie-chicken is important. All 
threatened and endangered species are 
important. We are in the midst of a 
biodiversity crisis, as we speak. 

What I find patently unimportant is 
this resolution that doesn’t respect the 
science, doesn’t respect our imperative 
to protect biodiversity and slow down 
climate change, and certainly doesn’t 
respect the important things that the 
American people have sent us here to 
do that are not being done. 

This resolution is a polluter-re-
quested, partisan attack that my Re-
publican colleagues seem to be able to 
defend only with opinions, anecdotes, 
and industry talking points. I will re-
mind us all; it will go nowhere. Good 
policy is not built solely on opinions. It 
is built on science, facts, and the needs 
of the American people. 

The fact is that climate change, not 
the chicken, is killing Americans and 
costing us hundreds of billions of dol-
lars each year. I urge my colleagues to 
oppose S.J. Res. 9. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 
Republicans care about the environ-
ment. The word ‘‘conservation’’ is de-
rived from the word ‘‘conservative,’’ 
and a true conservative is one who is a 
good steward of the environment and 
takes care of what we have got so it 
will be better in the future. 

This rule by the Fish and Wildlife 
Service listing the lesser prairie-chick-
en is not about conservation. It is 
about moving a political agenda. 

I had the great opportunity to study 
forestry at—Yale School of the Envi-
ronment, as it is now called—Yale For-
est School. There was somebody who 
went through that program decades be-
fore I did. His name was Aldo Leopold. 
He is quoted probably as often as any-
body in the world of conservation. One 
of my favorite quotes of his is: ‘‘There 
are two spiritual dangers in not owning 
a farm. One is the danger of supposing 
that breakfast comes from the grocery, 
and the other that heat comes from the 
furnace.’’ 

How applicable that is today in the 
world that we live in where you have 
got an urban America that doesn’t re-
alize what rural America provides for 
the rest of the country. They really 
think food comes from the grocery 
store and energy comes from the plug- 
in or heat comes from the furnace 
without giving any thought to where 
that comes from. 

When you keep attacking the very 
people who are providing the food and 

the energy for this country, some day 
you are going to go to the grocery 
store and there is not going to be food 
there. You are going to try to flip on 
the light switch, and the lights aren’t 
going to come on. You are going to be 
in a cold winter, and there is not going 
to be heat. Ask people in Europe who 
got dependent on Russia for their en-
ergy about what it means to have en-
ergy shortages. This is serious busi-
ness. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
think about the American farmer and 
rancher and the oil and gas worker who 
are living in this species’ range. They 
are people who wake up before dawn 
and go to bed late at night, working to 
provide food and energy for the Amer-
ican people, who have likely made sub-
stantial investments to modify their 
operations to benefit the lesser prairie- 
chicken and has contributed to the suc-
cessful recovery of the species; some-
body who does the right thing—they do 
it day in and day out—yet the Federal 
Government comes in and says: That is 
not good enough. 

To the extremist environmental com-
munity, it does not matter that the 
lesser prairie-chicken numbers are in-
creasing and millions of acres and 
hard-earned dollars have been volun-
tarily contributed toward benefiting 
the species. They pay no mind to the 
conservation efforts of these hard-
working men and women. Instead, they 
seek to wield the ESA as a hammer to 
separate the people from the land and 
their way of life. 

The ESA hammer has come down, 
and flexibility is gone. That is both un-
fair and unjust, and at the end of the 
day, it is going to hurt the very people 
who are pushing these rules, who 
think, again, that breakfast comes 
from the grocery and heat comes from 
the furnace. They are putting so many 
burdens on the men and women of this 
country who provide those things. 
These are the men and women who 
didn’t work from home during COVID. 
They went to their job every day so 
that the world could keep going 
around, yet they are highly 
unappreciated and are attacked every 
day in this country. 

This bipartisan CRA, which again 
was passed by the Senate and sent 
here, will put an end to the Biden ad-
ministration’s unjust listing decision. I 
ask my colleagues to support this reso-
lution and return sanity to the ESA de-
cisionmaking process. 

Let’s make the ESA something that 
is really about restoring habitat and 
helping endangered species, not using 
animals as a tool to move political 
agendas. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage support of 
the CRA, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to speak in opposition to S.J. Res. 
9, a resolution that provides for con-
gressional disapproval to legislatively 
de-list the lesser prairie-chicken from 
protection under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act. 
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Specifically, this bill calls on Con-

gress to disapprove the rules submitted 
by the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to protections for en-
dangered and threatened wildlife and 
plants. 

The population and habitat of the 
lesser prairie-chicken, an endangered 
southwestern prairie grouse, is under 
growing threat. 

Originally numbering in the millions, 
the population of this bird has de-
creased by as much as 97 percent and it 
now only inhabits 16 percent of its 
former habitat. 

Aerial survey results from 2012 
through 2022 estimate a five-year aver-
age lesser prairie-chicken population of 
32,210 across the five-state region in 
Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, New Mex-
ico, as well as my state of Texas. 

The conversion of natural grasslands 
to agriculture, energy development, 
fire suppression, drought, and the use 
of herbicides to kill Shinnery Oak 
habitat are all ongoing challenges that 
cause habitat loss and fragmentation. 

Additional harm is caused to these 
birds’ habitats by fencing, power wires, 
and other tall structures that entice 
perching by predatory animals. 

The lesser prairie-chicken is a sign of 
healthy prairies and grasslands because 
it requires huge, undamaged natural 
grassland parcels to support self-sus-
taining populations. 

This makes them a crucial indicator 
of the general wellbeing of America’s 
grasslands, a treasured and iconic ter-
rain. 

It is essential that we work together 
to uphold the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA), which is responsible for the re-
covery of iconic species like the Bald 
Eagle. 

I urge my colleagues to support 
science-based decisions and join me in 
opposing this bill, S.J. Res. 9. 

b 1300 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KUSTOFF). All time for debate has ex-
pired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the previous 
question is ordered on the joint resolu-
tion. 

The question is on the third reading 
of the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 

declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1321 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MILLER of Ohio) at 1 
o’clock and 21 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

The motion to recommit on H.R. 4366; 
Passage of H.R. 4366; and 
Passage of S.J. Res. 9. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Pursuant 
to clause 9 of rule XX, remaining elec-
tronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to recommit on the bill (H.R. 4366) 
making appropriations for military 
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes, offered by 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), on which the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk will redesignate the mo-
tion. 

The Clerk redesignated the motion. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion to recommit. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 206, nays 
219, not voting 9, as follows: 

[Roll No. 379] 

YEAS—206 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 

Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 

Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 

Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 

Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 

Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NAYS—219 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 

De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 

Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
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McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 

Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 

Stewart 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NOT VOTING—9 

Doggett 
Gallego 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 

Gottheimer 
Huffman 
Molinaro 
Spartz 

Wexton 
Williams (NY) 

b 1343 

Mr. EDWARDS and Ms. SALAZAR 
changed their vote from ‘‘yea’’ to 
‘‘nay.’’ 

Mr. HARDER of California, Mses. 
KUSTER, CLARK of Massachusetts, 
PELOSI, and Mr. SCHNEIDER changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the motion to recommit was re-
jected. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

Stated for: 
Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I missed 

the following vote, but had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall No. 379. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 

Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 
yeas and nays were ordered. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 219, nays 
211, not voting 4, as follows: 

[Roll No. 380] 

YEAS—219 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buchanan 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 

Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 

Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 

Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 

McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 

Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—211 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Buck 
Budzinski 
Burchett 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Cuellar 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 

Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 

Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 

Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 

Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 

Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—4 

Gallego 
Huffman 

Wexton 
Williams (NY) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1352 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise for 
the purpose of making a scheduling an-
nouncement. 

Mr. Speaker, Members are advised 
that votes are no longer expected in 
the House tomorrow. We still have 
more work to do. Don’t celebrate too 
early. Last votes for the week and the 
month are expected now at approxi-
mately 2:50 today. We will have one 
more vote series today and then we 
will be finished for the August work pe-
riod. 

Mr. Speaker, I will remind the House 
that just this month, this House has 
completed the National Defense Au-
thorization Act, the FAA Reauthoriza-
tion Act, the Schools Not Shelter Act, 
and we just passed, of course, the Mili-
tary Construction, Veterans Affairs, 
and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act to make sure that we fully fund 
healthcare for our veterans, we support 
suicide prevention, and we also fund 
housing and other services for our men 
and women in uniform who keep us 
safe. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
CLARK), the minority whip. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I appreciate the leader for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I think we have very 
different definitions of success for the 
American people. As Democrats, we 
have been focused and have been suc-
cessful in growing our economy by 
growing the middle class, lowering 
healthcare costs, making sure that we 
are addressing climate change, and 
having safer communities. 

Now the Republican Conference is 
saying they are sending us home for 6 
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weeks without funding the govern-
ment? 

We have 1 bill out of 12 completed be-
cause extremists are holding your Con-
ference hostage. That is not the full 
story. The extremists are holding the 
American people hostage. 

b 1400 
We will have 12 days when we return 

to fund the government and to live up 
to the job the American people sent us 
here to do. 

This is a reckless march to a MAGA 
shutdown, and for what? In pursuit of a 
national abortion ban? 

Is that what we are doing here? 
The American people see through 

this. They know who is fighting for 
them and fighting for solutions. 

Your time is coming, Mr. Speaker. 
The American people are watching, and 
they are going to demand account-
ability. 

We should be staying here, com-
pleting these appropriation bills, strip-
ping out the toxic, divisive, and big-
oted riders that have been put on these 
bills and getting back to work for free-
dom, for our economy, and the Amer-
ican family. 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
agree with the gentlewoman on one 
thing that she just said: The American 
people are watching. What the Amer-
ican people just watched is every single 
Democrat vote against funding vet-
erans benefits—every single one. 

Nevertheless, thank goodness this 
Republican majority stuck together 
and put the votes on the board, $138 bil-
lion, so our veterans will get the bene-
fits that they deserve and earned. 

If the Democrats are going to be ex-
treme and walk away from that respon-
sibility, we will be here standing to 
make the call, to make the tough 
votes, and to get that work done as the 
Appropriations Committee has done 
over and over again on bills that in 
committee Democrats have walked 
away from over and over again. So it is 
a little rich to complain about going 
home. We could stay here and watch 
you vote against every single other ap-
propriations bill. 

We are going to continue the negotia-
tions during the August recess to make 
sure we get back to funding the prior-
ities of the Nation. 

By the way, Mr. Speaker, when I talk 
about funding the priorities of the Na-
tion, let’s talk about our Nation’s de-
fense, as we just funded our Nation’s 
veterans. 

Let’s get back to funding things that 
actually help our military focus on the 
threats from China, not teaching ha-
tred of America from within. Yes, we 
defunded that. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we will continue to 
do our job through the next weeks and 
months. We invite all to come to work, 
as we have, to try to come to an agree-
ment, not just to vote ‘‘no,’’ but to 
come to an agreement to solve these 
problems and to pass these bills. If 
both sides won’t, we still will do that 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
CLARK). 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, we are going to continue to 
stand in this country for some basic 
principles that we are sent here for the 
American people, that we are sent here 
to defend their freedom, and that we 
are sent here to work an economy that 
isn’t just for the wealthy and well con-
nected but that is for the American 
family. 

That is the work we are doing. That 
is the basis of the great economic news 
coming out, and we are going to con-
tinue that fight. 

We hope that Republicans will say no 
to extremism, to hatred, and to bigotry 
that is put into these appropriation 
bills and say yes to solutions and fair-
ness for the American people and to 
build an economy where they can see 
themselves. 

Funding our government is our basic 
job. The comments from the GOP Con-
ference about how we could go into a 
MAGA shutdown and it wouldn’t mat-
ter are outrageous. The last time we 
had a shutdown, it was $11 billion out 
of this economy. 

Don’t talk to us about standing for 
our veterans when the GOP was the one 
that has cut veterans housing, has cut 
their healthcare, and has said to our 
women, our Active-Duty military 
women, that it is okay to fight for free-
dom for our country, but we are going 
to take your freedom away. That is not 
okay. 

Mr. SCALISE. Once again, Mr. 
Speaker, it is interesting that the 
other side would talk about cutting 
healthcare benefits when we just had a 
bill to fund healthcare benefits to the 
tune of $138 billion, and every Demo-
crat voted ‘‘no.’’ We passed the bill 
with Republican votes. 

We will continue to do our work. We 
will continue standing up to the ex-
tremists on the left who want to bring 
our country to a socialist direction 
with lies and misrepresentations. We 
heard it. They said that benefits would 
be cut. We just passed a bill that 
strengthened those benefits. They 
voted ‘‘no,’’ so maybe that means they 
wanted to cut those benefits. 

We didn’t. We stood in the brink, and 
we voted to support our veterans. 

We are going to continue negotia-
tions during this work period to keep 
working to get the job done and to 
work for the people who sent us here; 
not to work for the people who want to 
change this country to something that 
is unrecognizable in socialist nations. 

Let’s stand up for America. Let’s 
keep getting the job done. We have 
more work to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE UNITED STATES FISH 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE RELAT-
ING TO ‘‘ENDANGERED AND 
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND 
PLANTS; LESSER PRAIRIE- 
CHICKEN; THREATENED STATUS 
WITH SECTION 4(d) RULE FOR 
THE NORTHERN DISTINCT POPU-
LATION SEGMENT AND ENDAN-
GERED STATUS FOR THE SOUTH-
ERN DISTINCT POPULATION SEG-
MENT’’ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the vote on passage of 
the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 9) pro-
viding for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser 
Prairie-Chicken; Threatened Status 
With Section 4(d) Rule for the North-
ern Distinct Population Segment and 
Endangered Status for the Southern 
Distinct Population Segment’’, on 
which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the joint 
resolution. 

This is a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 221, nays 
206, not voting 7, as follows: 

[Roll No. 381] 

YEAS—221 

Aderholt 
Alford 
Allen 
Amodei 
Armstrong 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Caraveo 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 

Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davids (KS) 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 

Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
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Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 

Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 

Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Vasquez 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—206 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 
Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 

Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Golden (ME) 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 
McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 

Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 

Underwood 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Velázquez 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 
Watson Coleman 

Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—7 

Buchanan 
Gallego 
Huffman 

Lamborn 
Miller-Meeks 
Wexton 

Williams (NY) 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BICE) (during the vote). There are 2 
minutes remaining. 

b 1409 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I regret 
that I was not able to be present for Roll Call 
votes 379, 380, and 381 today. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 
No. 379, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 380, and ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall No. 381. 

f 

b 1415 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO 
MAKE CORRECTIONS IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 4366, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION, VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2024 

Mr. CARTER of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Clerk be authorized to make tech-
nical corrections in the engrossment of 
H.R. 4366, to include corrections in 
spelling, punctuation, section num-
bering, cross-referencing, and the in-
sertion of appropriate headings. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

UNMANNED AERIAL SECURITY 
ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-
ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill 
(H.R. 1501) to prohibit the Secretary of 
Homeland Security from operating or 
procuring certain foreign-made un-
manned aircraft systems, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
GUEST) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIRST RESPONDER ACCESS TO 
INNOVATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin-

ished business is the question on sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill 
(H.R. 3254) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to establish a process 
to review applications for certain 
grants to purchase equipment or sys-
tems that do not meet or exceed any 
applicable national voluntary con-
sensus standards, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. 
GUEST) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONGRESSIONAL 
DISAPPROVAL UNDER CHAPTER 
8 OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES 
CODE, OF THE RULE SUBMITTED 
BY THE UNITED STATES FISH 
AND WILDLIFE SERVICE RELAT-
ING TO ‘‘ENDANGERED AND 
THREATENED WILDLIFE AND 
PLANTS; ENDANGERED SPECIES 
STATUS FOR NORTHERN LONG- 
EARED BAT’’ 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 614, I call 
up the joint resolution (S.J. Res. 24) 
providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United 
States Code, of the rule submitted by 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endan-
gered Species Status for Northern 
Long-Eared Bat’’, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 614, the joint 
resolution is considered read. 

The text of the joint resolution is as 
follows: 

S.J. RES. 24 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service relating to 
‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Endangered Species Status for 
Northern Long-Eared Bat’’ (87 Fed. Reg. 
73488 (November 30, 2022)), and such rule shall 
have no force or effect. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
joint resolution shall be debatable for 1 
hour, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Natural Re-
sources or their respective designees. 

The gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. 
WESTERMAN) and the gentleman from 
Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Arkansas. 
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GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on S.J. Res. 24. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 

I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
S.J. Res. 24 sponsored by Senator 
MULLIN of Oklahoma. This resolution 
will ensure that the northern long- 
eared bat remains protected as a 
threatened species under the Endan-
gered Species Act. 

Last November, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service announced it would 
uplist the bat from threatened to en-
dangered. The Service freely admits 
that a disease known as white-nose 
syndrome, not human activity, is the 
bat’s main threat. 

Why is that relevant? The bat’s habi-
tat spans 37 States. Uplisting the spe-
cies will increase the bureaucratic red 
tape critical infrastructure and forest 
management projects will have to go 
through. 

Yet, because a fungal disease is its 
main threat, those actions will not 
help the bat. Actually, the actions by 
Fish and Wildlife will hurt the bat. 

The Service is pursuing a preserva-
tionist approach to recovering the spe-
cies by restricting forest management 
activities, an approach that will prove 
to be unlikely to benefit the bat but is 
guaranteed to leave our forests 
unmanaged, unhealthy, and vulnerable 
to catastrophic events such as 
wildfires. 

Non-forest management projects, 
such as roads, bridges, and pipelines 
that travel through the bat’s habitat, 
will also face bureaucratic red tape. In 
fact, the Service has identified over 
3,000 projects that will require addi-
tional permits to operate due to the 
uplisting. 

In my home State of Arkansas, we 
have a few million acres of Federal 
land, and we do a great job managing 
that land. Our Federal land managers 
will now be focused on the bat instead 
of managing the habitat that is actu-
ally good for the bat. 

An example of this is what was done 
on Federal land in Arkansas to help re-
store the red-cockaded woodpecker, 
which is an endangered species. 

As you can see by this poster, this is 
what the forest looks like unmanaged. 
You see management activity of 
thinning and burning, and you end up 
with a habitat that is an open, sa-
vanna-type forest that is actually a 
good habitat for the bat. It is a good 
habitat for the red-cockaded wood-
pecker. 

With these practices put in place, not 
only has the woodpecker thrived, but 
so too have the bobwhite quail, wild 

turkey, deer, a flourish of new vegeta-
tion, and more biodiversity for plant 
and animal species, all because of good 
management practices. 

They now capture red-cockaded 
woodpeckers from this land and relo-
cate them to other places. This is a 
success story, much like other manage-
ment activities that we saw with the 
lesser prairie-chicken in the last bill 
we debated. 

When U.S. Fish and Wildlife comes in 
with an uplisting, it will stop the man-
agement, and it will actually create 
worse habitat for the bat, as well as 
many other species. This is hurting— 
let me repeat, this is hurting—an en-
dangered species more than it is help-
ing an endangered species. 

None of the actions Fish and Wildlife 
has proposed will address the bat’s 
main threat, which is white-nose syn-
drome. 

I want to be clear: The CRA will not 
remove the bat from the endangered 
species list. Instead, it returns the spe-
cies to its previous status as threat-
ened. This approach will allow States 
to continue their efforts to develop ef-
fective, voluntary conservation agree-
ments to benefit the northern long- 
eared bat as a species while also ensur-
ing the long-term viability of local 
communities. 

To date, 6 of the 37 States in the bat’s 
range have developed habitat conserva-
tion plans to benefit the bat while pro-
viding reasonable assurances to stake-
holders that forest management and 
infrastructure projects can continue. 
These plans should continue to be de-
veloped and implemented. 

Again, this is a bipartisan resolution 
that was sent to us from the Senate. 
The Democrat-controlled Senate sent 
us this bill. It is now our obligation to 
pass this bill and send it to President 
Biden so that he can sign it into law 
and stop this egregious action by Fish 
and Wildlife, which continues to go 
above and beyond their authority— 
which has been given to them by Con-
gress—by making rules that are based 
on political science, not real science. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support the resolution, and I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, today, I rise in op-
position to the resolution, but before I 
go into that part, I was thinking. 
Today doesn’t feel like it is a day that 
we are debating chickens and bats. It 
feels strangely like Groundhog Day and 
that we are doing this over and over 
again. 

Anyway, Madam Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the resolution. Like the 
one we just saw, this resolution doesn’t 
do anything the American people have 
asked for. 

In my 20 years in Congress, no con-
stituent has ever asked me what we are 
doing to put the northern long-eared 
bat on the brink of extinction. I sus-
pect I am not alone. 

That raises a question. If the Repub-
licans aren’t answering to the Amer-
ican people with these absurd resolu-
tions, who are they answering to? 

Unfortunately, the answer is the 
same as it has been since the beginning 
of this Congress. Nowhere is the answer 
clearer than on the Natural Resources 
Committee, where we see countless 
hearings and bills just like this one 
that attack the Endangered Species 
Act and our other fundamental envi-
ronmental protections like the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act. 

To put it simply, the GOP’s environ-
mental and energy agenda is designed 
for one constituency and one constitu-
ency only—the polluting industry. 

If you have any doubts, let’s just do 
a brief recap. Starting back in Janu-
ary, after they finally finished the 15 
votes it took to elect a Speaker, the 
Republican majority wasted no time in 
getting H.R. 21, their first and appar-
ently last open rule bill, to the floor. 

That bill was a shameless giveaway 
of our public lands to Big Oil. Despite 
the fact that they already have mil-
lions of acres of leases and they don’t 
even use them, it was still the first im-
portant bill for the Republican major-
ity. 

Next, we had H.R. 1, fittingly dubbed 
the polluters over people act. Bill num-
ber ‘‘H.R. 1‘‘ is typically reserved for 
the majority party’s most important 
and visionary piece of legislation. In 
this case, it seems the GOP’s vision for 
America is a desperate and deliberate 
attempt to give oil, gas, and mining 
companies every handout and every 
loophole they can dream up. 

H.R. 1 lowered royalty rates, repealed 
interest fees, reinstated noncompeti-
tive leasing, weakened public health 
and safety guardrails, and, of course, 
systematically gutted NEPA. 

Given the bill’s unpopularity and the 
grim outlook anywhere beyond this ex-
tremist House majority, Republicans 
decided that the only way to pass it 
would be to hold the American people 
hostage with their MAGA-manufac-
tured debt ceiling crisis and make the 
polluters over people act part of that 
ransom note. 

Unfortunately for all of us, that 
wasn’t the end of their pro-polluter 
crusade. Industry’s favorite GOP 
enablers have already signaled that 
they are planning to use the next 
must-pass legislation opportunity that 
they have, likely our appropriations 
bills, as the next hostage situation. 

I guess a policy agenda that only pol-
luters want isn’t something you can 
pass through regular order in this 
House, which brings us back to where 
we are today. 

These resolutions attack the Endan-
gered Species Act, one of the country’s 
most beloved and successful environ-
mental laws. In the 50 years since it 
was signed into law, the ESA has pro-
tected 99 percent of listed species from 
extinction. 

No time is more important than now, 
while we are facing the compounding 
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crisis of climate change and biodiver-
sity loss. We should be strengthening 
and supporting ESA science and imple-
mentation, not pecking at it in order 
to destroy ESA. 

Before we go further, we heard from 
Republicans in the previous debate 
about how it is hurting energy and Big 
Oil. We have heard a lot from my col-
leagues about how the lesser prairie- 
chicken and the northern long-eared 
bat are supposedly hurting oil and gas 
development. 

I want to take a moment to assure 
my Republican colleagues that they 
don’t need to worry about Big Oil. Last 
year, the top oil companies—BP, Chev-
ron, Equinor, ExxonMobil, Shell, and 
TotalEnergies—more than doubled 
their profits from 2021. 

Combined, these companies raked in 
$219 billion in just profits. That is not 
revenue; it is just profits. This windfall 
of cash allowed these companies to pay 
out a record $110 billion in dividend 
buybacks to investors and CEO bo-
nuses. 

Needless to say, Big Oil is doing 
okay. The chicken and the bat are not 
a threat to them, and any crocodile 
tears about their dire circumstances 
are just that. Let’s remember we work 
for the American people and not these 
industry polluters. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, we talk about the 
northern long-eared bat, this genera-
tion’s version of the spotted owl from 
the West Coast. 

What happened with the spotted owl? 
Radical groups, which were, again, 
using political science instead of real 
science, got the spotted owl listed, and 
they shut down most of the timber in-
dustry on the West Coast. 

Guess who the largest importer of 
timber in the world is today. The good 
old United States. We import more 
timber than anybody else while we 
watch wildfires devastate these lands 
in the West that were ‘‘protected’’ so 
we could save the spotted owl. 

We have not saved the spotted owl 
and restored its habitat on our public 
lands. It is private landowners who are 
doing the management to create the 
habitat that benefits the spotted owl. 

This is just another attempt by the 
Biden administration to kowtow to 
radical environmental groups and use 
this as a weapon to stop timber produc-
tion, stop mining, and stop construc-
tion projects. 

They are not focusing on the bat. 
They are not focusing on the real prob-
lem of white-nose syndrome. They are 
using the bat as a tool to stop the 
things that make America strong, that 
put America first. 

They are using these tools in the 
next gentleman’s district, and he can 
talk firsthand about how these burden-
some regulations hurt his constituents. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
STAUBER). 

b 1430 
Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, I 

rise today in support of S.J. Res. 24, 
the Congressional Review Act dis-
approval of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s 
listing of the northern long-eared bat 
under the Endangered Species Act. 

I was proud to introduce the House 
companion to this resolution. I thank 
Senator MARKWAYNE MULLIN for his 
partnership and leadership on this 
issue. 

The intended purpose of the Endan-
gered Species Act when it was passed 
into law half a century ago was to pro-
tect and conserve species. Once the spe-
cies is restored and stabilized, it is sup-
posed to be delisted and its population 
responsibly managed. 

Unfortunately, this well-intentioned 
law is abused time and time again by 
radical activist extremists who would 
rather see a species stay listed forever 
to help their own agenda than follow 
the original intent of the law. 

Time and time again, radical activist 
extremists have weaponized the Endan-
gered Species Act, using it as a tool to 
block development, block progress, and 
block society from moving forward. 

Rather than utilizing the law to pro-
tect different species, radical extreme 
activists see the Endangered Species 
Act as a basis for their frivolous law-
suits and as a tool to force their rad-
ical ideology onto the rest of the coun-
try. 

Take the Center for Biological Diver-
sity, one of the greatest abusers of this 
scheme, as an example. When the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service decided 
against listing the Minnesota and Mid-
western moose in 2020, they shared 
with the Minneapolis Star Tribune: 
‘‘Now it’s going to be a lot harder to 
ensure that things like mines and 
other habit-destroying projects don’t 
go forward. . . .’’ 

Madam Speaker, the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity said the quiet part 
out loud. Their intent was not to pro-
tect the species but abuse the Endan-
gered Species Act to advance their rad-
ical anti-mining, antidevelopment 
agenda. 

Today, the northern long-eared bat 
can be found across more than half of 
the lower 48. Its listing under the En-
dangered Species Act is not based in 
science. The northern long-eared bat is 
affected by white-nose syndrome, a dis-
ease that has no ties to human activ-
ity. 

Unjustified concern for the northern 
long-eared bat is being used to stop im-
portant development and infrastruc-
ture projects left and right. 

While my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle cheer its listing, I have 
to break it to them that this irrespon-
sible listing will hurt other projects as 
well. This listing will block renewable 
energy projects, transmission projects, 
and wind and solar projects. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I yield an additional 1 minute to the 
gentleman from Minnesota. 

Mr. STAUBER. Madam Speaker, its 
listing will jeopardize wildfire mitiga-
tion, road and infrastructure construc-
tion, and agriculture. What my col-
leagues might not realize is this listing 
will even block projects that would 
benefit the species. 

The Endangered Species Act is an im-
portant law that can help move our 
country forward. We should return to 
its intended purpose as a tool for con-
servation and good stewardship of our 
environment, not a tool for the radical 
activist extreme agenda. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues to support this resolution. This 
is a good piece of legislation that came 
out of the Democrat-controlled Senate, 
and we ought to pass it this afternoon 
on the House floor. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 
this week in the Rules Committee, we 
heard one House Republican say: Long- 
eared bats? I hope the white-nose syn-
drome wipes them all out and we don’t 
have to worry about it. 

A vote for this resolution is a vote 
for the extinction of the northern long- 
eared bat. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
NEGUSE), the ranking member on the 
Federal Lands Subcommittee of the 
Natural Resources Committee. 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the ranking member for his serv-
ice and for yielding me time. I cer-
tainly concur with the sentiments that 
he has expressed. 

We hear from our colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle that this resolu-
tion is somehow designed to modernize 
the Endangered Species Act. Of course, 
the American people know better. They 
understand that this resolution is de-
signed to undermine the Endangered 
Species Act, and we heard that over 
and over again during the Rules Com-
mittee proceeding that the ranking 
member referenced. 

Putting that aside for a moment, I 
suspect many Americans who are 
watching today, Madam Speaker, are 
wondering what in the world is the 
House of Representatives debating 
today? They are not the only ones. 

Earlier this afternoon, the majority 
leader from the Republican side an-
nounced that this House would be ad-
journing this evening. Now, as you 
know, Madam Speaker, in 65 days, the 
Federal Government will not be able to 
function absent this Congress passing a 
budget and averting a government 
shutdown. 

The congressional recess that Repub-
lican leadership has announced that 
apparently is set to commence in less 
than 2 hours is 45 days long. Madam 
Speaker, you can do the math. That 
leaves this Congress with precious lit-
tle time to do the people’s business: To 
pass a budget to fund the government. 

Instead of doing that, we are debat-
ing, what? The northern long-eared 
bat. That is how Republicans in Wash-
ington have determined to spend the 
waning hours of this congressional ses-
sion. It is consistent with the way that 
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they have conducted their majority in 
this House for the better part of the 
last 7 months. 

No bills to lower costs, no bills to 
grow the middle class, no bills to build 
safer communities. Bills on gas stoves, 
hearings on gas stoves, three hearings 
on gas stoves, bills on the lesser prai-
rie-chicken and the northern long- 
eared bat. 

The priorities that House Repub-
licans have pursued in this Chamber 
are grossly out of step with the prior-
ities of the American people. The 
American people expect us to do the 
people’s work, and we are not doing 
that today. 

I believe that in 65 days, when House 
Republicans shut down the govern-
ment—which they seem determined to 
do, given that they have passed one ap-
propriation bill before they have de-
cided to send everybody home—the 
American people will be right to ques-
tion the priorities of congressional Re-
publicans; why they dither instead of 
working in good faith with their col-
leagues to fund the government, to do 
the basic work of governing. It is an 
important question, and one I hope 
every American asks of my colleagues 
on the other side of the aisle. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, as Republicans, we 
care about Americans, American com-
panies, American small businesses, and 
American workers. My colleagues 
across the aisle were talking about the 
record profits of U.S. oil and gas com-
panies. Well, they might need to read 
the news a little bit deeper and look at 
the profits of Aramco, the Saudi-owned 
oil company. 

There was an article in March of this 
year that said that Aramco’s profits 
were $161 billion, ‘‘ . . . the largest an-
nual profit ever recorded by an oil and 
gas company. . . .’’ Aramco, the Saudi- 
owned company. The Saudis, the ones 
President Biden went to and begged 
them to send us more oil because of his 
attack on energy here in America. 
Look who now has the largest profits 
of any oil company in the history of 
the world. 

That is what these kinds of policies 
add up to. It is a thousand cuts. It is 
death by a thousand cuts. It is using 
every rule, every opportunity that they 
have to attack American energy, which 
makes America less strong, which feeds 
into the hands of our adversaries. In-
stead of us dominating energy, we be-
come dependent on others to supply en-
ergy—OPEC and OPEC+ countries. 

How does Putin fund his war in 
Ukraine? He funds it with high reve-
nues off his oil and gas. We can change 
that. We can produce more gas and ex-
port it to our allies in Europe, but not 
under this administration, not when 
they are promoting rules like the less-
er prairie-chicken, the northern long- 
eared bat. They don’t do a 5-year plan, 
they don’t do leases on Federal lands 
or Federal waters. It is an all-out at-

tack on American energy. This is just 
another spoke in the wheel, another 
cut against the American people, 
against the American economy, and 
against the future of our country. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON), chairman of the Ag Com-
mittee, who knows a little bit about 
the northern long-eared bat. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, yes, this is an area 
that I have worked on for some time, 
northern long-eared bats. I have actu-
ally spent a lot of time in caves with a 
Pennsylvania bat biologist who works 
for the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion, where we did bat counts. 

We looked at white-nose syndrome, 
which really has nothing to do with hu-
mans. This is a fungus. I think it has 
been around now for at least 20 years. 
In 2013, we had this same debate. In Oc-
tober 2013, there was an effort to try to 
list these northern long-eared bats as 
endangered. It was an extended debate. 

Quite frankly, under the Obama ad-
ministration, just a few years later, we 
were successful in keeping them from 
being listed as endangered. They were 
listed as threatened because what we 
needed more than anything else was re-
search. We have provided that research 
now for 10 years, and there are good 
findings. We know that the tempera-
ture within those dwellings where they 
hibernate, the colder the temperature, 
the more that we can reduce how often 
they wake up. Quite frankly, it is when 
they wake up, when their hibernation 
is interrupted that weakens the bat, 
and they have more difficulties repro-
ducing because they just don’t have the 
energy for it, I guess. 

This is like, here we go again. The 
distinguished ranking member men-
tioned Groundhog Day. I thank him for 
doing that. That is my district, Punx-
sutawney, Pennsylvania, Groundhog 
Day. Here we are again, trying to re-
litigate through the Biden administra-
tion something that doesn’t line up 
with the science. The science has al-
ready been established in the past. 

Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong support of this joint resolution 
to nullify the final rule classifying the 
northern long-eared bat as an endan-
gered species as inappropriate. We need 
to continue to do the research. We need 
to allow the professionals to continue 
the work that they are doing and mak-
ing the advancements that they are 
doing on how we can help with the en-
vironment to mitigate that. 

The U.S. bat population plays an ex-
tremely important role in Pennsylva-
nia’s ecosystem and, quite frankly, 
America’s number one industry, which 
is agriculture. The existing classifica-
tion of the northern long-eared bats as 
a threatened species does not help the 
bats. It does not help the bats. We need 
to strike a balance between species 
conservation and economic activity. 

Uplisting this species is shortsighted, 
and this top-down approach to species 
conservation is inflexible and outdated. 

There is no question this bat popu-
lation has been in decline, but it is im-
portant to understand why. Study after 
study, including by Penn State Univer-
sity, which is in my district, has shown 
the decline is attributed to white-nose 
syndrome. This is a disease, a fungus 
that has no cure and is not caused by 
human activity. 

With this decision, the Biden admin-
istration is punishing small businesses, 
farmers, foresters, energy producers, 
those who transmit electricity because 
this would impact the ability to clear 
fallen timber off of power lines. I mean, 
the impact is just extensive, to cover 
the cost of something they have no 
control over. 

This uplisting will delay everything 
from broadband expansion to critical 
infrastructure repairs. Restrictions ac-
companying this decision will have sig-
nificant and detrimental economic im-
pacts in my district and others across 
the region. There is zero evidence that 
listing this bat as endangered will stop 
the spread of this disease. 

b 1445 

It is vital a decision of this mag-
nitude be based on actual data and real 
science, not political science, and in-
clude input from impacted commu-
nities and landowners. 

As we search for a cure, States 
should be able to take the lead on 
local, voluntary conservation efforts 
that help affected populations. 

I support this joint resolution which 
protects landowners from unnecessary 
government regulation, and I urge all 
of my colleagues to do so, as well. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, 
supporters of this resolution, my Re-
publican colleagues claim that pro-
tecting these species will upend timber 
industries and forest management and 
a list of economic activities. That is 
simply not true. 

What specifically about forest man-
agement practice would be altered by 
the rule, especially given the preemp-
tive consultations that the southern 
and eastern forest service regions com-
pleted last year. 

Last year, in anticipation of these 
new listing statuses, the U.S. Forest 
Service preemptively completed con-
sultation on thousands of permits to 
ensure that they faced no delays in on-
going or previously approved projects 
with the new listing status. 

In addition, my colleagues and I se-
cured over $1 billion in funding last 
year for Federal agencies to hire staff 
and expedite Federal permitting, but 
Republicans voted against that effort 
and are now pushing extreme CRAs to 
worsen the dire state of America’s 
wildlife. 

It should be noted that bats are criti-
cally important to U.S. agriculture and 
timber industries. Bats have provided 
up to $53 billion yearly in pest control 
services to the U.S. agricultural indus-
try. The northern long-eared bat pro-
vides these services throughout the 37 
States that it inhabits. 
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We keep seeing the signs about mod-

ernizing the Endangered Species Act. 
Republicans keep saying that they just 
want to modernize the Endangered 
Species Act, but this giveaway to dirty 
oil and gas looks like they want to 
monetize the Endangered Species Act. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Madam Speaker, 
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE), the 
chairman of the Congressional Western 
Caucus. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Arkansas 
for letting me be part of this conversa-
tion today. 

Madam Speaker, as you understand, I 
rise in support of S.J. Res. 24, which is 
an effort to disapprove the endangered 
listing of the northern long-eared bat 
by the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

As you just heard, I am chairman of 
the Western Caucus, and I can tell you 
that I know firsthand how radical envi-
ronmental groups will, unfortunately, 
weaponize the Endangered Species Act 
in an attempt to end development of 
resources in our country and prevent 
responsible forest management. This is 
just beyond the pale that these groups 
will do that, impacting communities 
around our country. 

The northern long-eared bat exists in 
37 States in the United States, ranging 
from eastern Montana, all the way to 
South Carolina and up to the State of 
Maine. 

Last year, at the urging of some of 
these groups, Fish and Wildlife uplisted 
the bat from threatened to endangered. 
But as you have heard, the decline is 
not due to any human activity. It is, 
rather, an incurable fungal disease 
known as White-Nose Syndrome. 

Even the Fish and Wildlife Service 
themselves, in the uplisting, stated 
that the White-Nose Syndrome is the 
main threat to the bat, meaning that 
the endangered status will do little, if 
anything, to recover the population. 

Instead, what I will bet will happen, 
you can rest assured will happen, forest 
management will be further restricted. 

Infrastructure projects, as the chair-
man mentioned, solar farms, wind 
farms, all kinds of infrastructure 
projects on both public as well as pri-
vate lands, will be hampered, slowed, 
or even stopped with additional, unnec-
essary and burdensome regulations. 

This administration continues to ig-
nore our Nation’s farmers, ranchers, 
and landowners in favor of these rad-
ical groups. So this resolution, I think, 
is critical to preventing government 
overreach, and I will continue to push 
for commonsense reform to the Endan-
gered Species Act alongside my col-
leagues on our ESA working group. 

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this CRA. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, a 
comprehensive review of all 88,000-plus 
ESA consultations from 2008 to 2015 
found that no project was stopped or 
extensively altered as a result of Fish 

and Wildlife finding jeopardy or ad-
verse modification during this period, 
and that the medium consultation du-
ration is far lower than the maximum 
allowed by the Act. 

Setting the record straight on that, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, we 
have heard it said, this won’t affect the 
timber industry. This won’t affect the 
construction activities of the country, 
and I am sure this was said back in the 
1990s when the spotted owl was listed. 
This won’t affect the timber compa-
nies. Go tell that to the mill towns on 
the West Coast that were devastated by 
this weaponized rule. 

This, again, is just another attempt 
by the Biden administration to use 
whatever tool they can to go against 
the things that they oppose. It is not 
based on science. It is based on—it is 
science, it is political science, that 
they are trying to push an agenda. I 
don’t understand why they are trying 
to push this agenda. 

Why do they not want America to 
succeed? Why do they not want rural 
America to be able to supply the goods 
and the services that this country de-
pends on? 

It is another obstacle that they will 
use as a weapon that is not going to 
help the long-eared bat. It is not going 
to help other species. It is actually 
going to hurt them when we stop man-
agement on our Federal lands and also 
on private lands where these bats are 
located. 

Again, this is something that is im-
portant. It shouldn’t be downplayed. I 
think it is an affront to rural America 
to say this isn’t an important issue, 
and I think it is an affront to all Amer-
icans, even those that believe that 
breakfast comes from the grocery store 
and heat comes from the furnace, that 
don’t appreciate the hardworking men 
and women across this country that 
provide those things. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time and I am prepared to 
close. I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, as we end this debate on 
this particular issue, I had mentioned 
in the previous debate that let’s not 
forget the underlying issue here. It is 
about energy policy. It is about energy 
development policy, and it is about a 
transition of dealing with the climate 
crisis and making the transition to re-
newable and clean energy across this 
country that is cheaper and is provided 
equitably. That is the goal. That is 
where we need to be. 

The effort on the part of Republican 
majority is to continue to grow the de-
pendency on fossil fuels and polluting 
industries that have contributed sig-
nificantly to this climate crisis that we 
are involved with. 

We see it around us every day. We are 
all going to go home to our States and 
our districts to deal with the issues of 
heat, drought, wildfires, et cetera, lack 
of water availability and nutrition 
availability. 

To continue to go on a path where we 
reinforce the past practice by picking 
at and beginning to dismantle funda-
mental issues like clean air, clean 
water laws, Endangered Species Act 
that deals with preserving biodiversity 
that is critical to our lives, and the 
public’s right to know and to partici-
pate with the National Environmental 
Policy Act, that is the agenda. 

To reward Big Oil and big industry 
one more time, to build a dependency, 
maximize their profits, and then some-
where down the line, when the crisis of 
the climate is so untenable for the 
American people, we will deal with it. 
At that point it will be expensive, it 
will be painful, and people will suffer 
while we get to that point. 

At the Rules Committee hearing ear-
lier this week, one of my Republican 
colleagues admitted that he hoped the 
white-nose syndrome wipes out all the 
northern long-eared bats so that we 
won’t have to worry about it. It was a 
pretty bold thing to admit out loud, 
and a little shortsighted, I might add. 

The northern long-eared bat, like 
every species of bat we are fortunate 
that we have left, is critical to our eco-
system and the agricultural industry. 
So if these bats are wiped out, I want 
to point out that we actually do have 
to worry about it. 

I also can’t help but be struck by the 
similarities between my Republican 
colleagues’ let’s call it unique wildlife 
conservation strategy and the ap-
proach they are taking on many of the 
other issues facing the American peo-
ple right now, ignoring the facts, ignor-
ing the science, and just letting the 
damage ensue that has become an all- 
too-common GOP policy plan. 

Climate change, of course, is one of 
the most pressing issues where the 
GOP plan is all too clear. 

So as we wrap up here and head back 
to our districts, I leave my colleagues 
with some final thoughts. If the north-
ern long-eared bat goes extinct, we 
need to worry about it. If the lesser 
prairie-chicken goes extinct, we need 
to worry about it. 

If the climate crisis keeps barreling 
forward over these next 2 years, while 
our Republican colleagues refuse to do 
a single thing to protect communities, 
local businesses, and our health, we 
most certainly need to worry about 
that. 

The issue for me is not singular to 
these two CRAs. It is about a very co-
ordinated and deliberate effort to undo 
protections for the American people 
and for species, and to deny and to 
avoid dealing with the monumental 
crisis that we have before us, which is 
climate. 

If we prepare in transition now, we 
can make it an equitable and less pain-
ful process. If we continue to pass reso-
lutions like this and continue to follow 
a Big Oil, Big Gas agenda that the GOP 
presses upon this Congress and the 
American people, then that climate 
crisis is going to be painful, expensive, 
and costly to both humans and to our 
economy. 
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Mr. Speaker, I urge opposition to the 

resolution, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

We are having productive talks with 
our commonsense friends across the 
aisle on permitting reform. We made 
some progress in the debt limit bill, 
and putting some sideboards on NEPA, 
on pushing back against these out-of- 
control agencies that are delaying 
projects. 

I would just caution my friends on 
the other side of the aisle that these 
rules that are based on a political 
agenda can cut both ways. Those rules 
can be used to stop projects that my 
friends would support, as well as stop-
ping ones that they don’t like. 

It almost seems like there is this at-
mosphere of stopping everything. It is 
what I call the preservationist ap-
proach. I believe the central question 
facing us today is do we support a pres-
ervationist approach to not just recov-
ering the northern long-eared bat, or 
do we support a conservationist ap-
proach? 

I wholeheartedly believe that a con-
servationist approach is what will be 
most successful in maintaining bat 
habitat, in maintaining lesser prairie- 
chicken habitat, and helping all of our 
endangered species if we will actively 
work for conservation to create habitat 
that supports these species. 

A preservationist approach will do 
nothing. It is basically this idea that 
we take a hands-off approach. We put 
an invisible fence around our public 
lands and these habitat areas and just 
hope for the best. 

I often tell people that when you talk 
about conservation, you are talking 
about being a good steward. It is like 
being a gardener. It is like taking care 
of what you have got, leaving the 
Earth in a better place than you found 
it for future generations. 

A preservationist wants to lock up 
the natural world and say we are going 
to keep it here like that piece of art on 
the wall. I say that conservation is for 
critters and preservation is for pickles. 

The only way we preserve the out-
doors with nature that is a living dy-
namic organism—it is like when you 
pluck a cucumber and you boil it in 
vinegar and you put it in a jar, you pre-
serve it. That is not going to work for 
species habitat. It is not going to work 
for rural America that provides the ne-
cessities that our country needs. 

b 1500 

The preservationist approach bene-
fits no one, least of all the northern 
long-eared bat. By returning the status 
of the bat to threatened, Congress will 
be telling this administration that it 
believes in conservation, not preserva-
tion. Again, I remind this Chamber, 
this is a bipartisan bill that was sent 
to the House from a Democratic-con-
trolled Senate. 

We should pass this CRA, which 
would put it on President Biden’s desk. 

If he cares about America, especially if 
he cares about rural America, he 
should sign this and stop his out-of- 
control administration. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 
CRA, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
speak in opposition to S.J. Res. 24, which re-
lates to the endangered species status of the 
Northern Long-Eared Bat. 

S.J. Res. 24 is a resolution of congressional 
disapproval to legislatively down-list the North-
ern Long-Eared Bat from ‘‘endangered’’ to 
‘‘threatened.’’ 

Not only would this downgrade the Northern 
Long-Eared Bat’s status today, but it would ef-
fectively block the species from being moved 
up to a higher endangered threat level, no 
matter how close the species comes to extinc-
tion. 

It would be irresponsible to use extreme leg-
islation, not science, to down-list the Northern 
Long-Eared Bat, thereby effectively scaling 
back its protections under the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). 

Without ESA protections, states, industries, 
and other entities will have little incentive to 
conserve or recover the Northern Long-Eared 
Bat. 

It is highly likely that the bat populations 
would dwindle further toward extinction. 

Moreover, by using the Congressional Re-
view Act Process, this Congress is effectively 
limiting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service from 
making similar future listings for this bat spe-
cies. 

This proposition would prevent the agency 
from using its discretion to take the necessary 
measures for species conservation and will 
impede long-term recovery efforts. 

Ultimately, Congressional action in this re-
gard gives industries, not science, the upper 
hand in species listings. 

It is clear that some of my colleagues are 
doing the bidding of the timber and agriculture 
industries, despite the consequences that 
Northern Long-Eared Bat extinction could 
have on biodiversity and long-term agriculture 
and timber industry practices. 

Down-listing this species would be espe-
cially dangerous in the current moment be-
cause the Northern Long-Eared Bat population 
is actively under threat from white nose syn-
drome, a deadly fungus that has caused a 
rapid decline in bat populations. 

The Northern Long-Eared Bat’s current en-
dangered status provides adequate protec-
tions while wildlife scientists work to address 
the underlying causes of white-nose syn-
drome. 

Congress should not be interfering with the 
work of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
under its Endangered Species Act authority. 

Species populations are constantly fluc-
tuating based on environmental factors, 
invasive species, climate change, and other 
emerging threats. 

To remain up to date, the ESA requires 
periodic study and updates to ensure protec-
tions align with the best available science. 

By blocking future up-listing decisions, using 
the Congressional Review Act undercuts the 
ESA’s inherent flexibility and agencies’ 
science-based decision-making for species 
conservation. 

I urge my colleagues to support science- 
based decisions for endangered and threat-
ened species and oppose this bill. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to S.J. Res. 24. 

This year, we’re celebrating the 50th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Endangered 
Species Act. 

This milestone anniversary is very special to 
me. Not only is protecting America’s imperiled 
species one of my top priorities, but it’s a 
value that was shared by my husband. 

As an avid outdoorsman, strengthening our 
Nation’s conservation and environmental poli-
cies was a core value of his, which is why he 
was 1 of the lead authors of the Endangered 
Species Act 50 years ago. 

But instead of celebrating this historic legis-
lation’s successes over the course of the last 
half century, our colleagues across the aisle 
are pushing legislation to worsen the already- 
dire state of America’s wildlife and attack the 
Endangered Species Act. 

We are in the midst of a biodiversity crisis 
that’s threatening the future of some of Amer-
ica’s most treasured species. A report has re-
cently found that 49 percent of bird species 
worldwide have declining populations, and 
monarch butterflies have declined 85 percent 
in 2 decades. This should alarm all of us. 

That’s why I’m so disappointed with the res-
olution under consideration, and further attack 
the ESA by using the Congressional Review 
Act to gut protections for the lesser prairie- 
chicken and northern long-eared bat. 

I want to take a moment to point out how ri-
diculous and ill-timed these resolutions are. 

We are all preparing to go home and spend 
the next 6 weeks working in our districts. So 
this week, the last time we will be passing leg-
islation until September, our colleagues have 
decided to use these final moments to push 
bats and chickens to the brink of extinction in-
stead of doing anything to actually address 
our Nation’s worsening biodiversity crisis, like 
making proactive investments in wildlife to pre-
vent the need for additional listings in the first 
place. 

In the middle of an expanding heatwave 
that’s directly harming communities across the 
Nation, I find inaction on the climate and bio-
diversity crisis irresponsible and these resolu-
tions entirely misguided. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MORAN). All time for debate has ex-
pired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the previous 
question is ordered on the joint resolu-
tion. 

The question is on the third reading 
of the joint resolution. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on passage of the joint reso-
lution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, on that 
I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 220, nays 
209, not voting 4, as follows: 

[Roll No. 382] 

YEAS—220 

Aderholt 
Alford 

Allen 
Amodei 

Armstrong 
Arrington 
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Babin 
Bacon 
Baird 
Balderson 
Banks 
Barr 
Bean (FL) 
Bentz 
Bergman 
Bice 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (NC) 
Boebert 
Bost 
Brecheen 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burchett 
Burgess 
Burlison 
Calvert 
Cammack 
Carey 
Carl 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chavez-DeRemer 
Ciscomani 
Cline 
Cloud 
Clyde 
Cole 
Collins 
Comer 
Crane 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Cuellar 
Curtis 
D’Esposito 
Davidson 
De La Cruz 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donalds 
Duarte 
Duncan 
Dunn (FL) 
Edwards 
Ellzey 
Emmer 
Estes 
Ezell 
Fallon 
Feenstra 
Ferguson 
Finstad 
Fischbach 
Fitzgerald 
Fleischmann 
Flood 
Foxx 
Franklin, C. 

Scott 
Fry 
Fulcher 
Gaetz 
Gallagher 
Garbarino 
Garcia, Mike 
Gimenez 

Golden (ME) 
Gonzales, Tony 
Good (VA) 
Gooden (TX) 
Gosar 
Granger 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Green (TN) 
Greene (GA) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guest 
Guthrie 
Hageman 
Harris 
Harshbarger 
Hern 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Hinson 
Houchin 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hunt 
Issa 
Jackson (TX) 
James 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson (SD) 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Joyce (PA) 
Kean (NJ) 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
Kiggans (VA) 
Kiley 
Kim (CA) 
Kustoff 
LaHood 
LaLota 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Langworthy 
Latta 
LaTurner 
Lawler 
Lee (FL) 
Lesko 
Letlow 
Loudermilk 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
Luna 
Luttrell 
Mace 
Malliotakis 
Mann 
Massie 
Mast 
McCaul 
McClain 
McClintock 
McCormick 
McHenry 
Meuser 
Miller (IL) 
Miller (OH) 
Miller (WV) 
Miller-Meeks 

Mills 
Molinaro 
Moolenaar 
Mooney 
Moore (AL) 
Moore (UT) 
Moran 
Murphy 
Nehls 
Newhouse 
Norman 
Nunn (IA) 
Obernolte 
Ogles 
Owens 
Palmer 
Pence 
Perry 
Pfluger 
Posey 
Reschenthaler 
Rodgers (WA) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rose 
Rosendale 
Rouzer 
Roy 
Rutherford 
Salazar 
Santos 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Self 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smucker 
Spartz 
Stauber 
Steel 
Stefanik 
Steil 
Steube 
Stewart 
Strong 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Tiffany 
Timmons 
Turner 
Valadao 
Van Drew 
Van Duyne 
Van Orden 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Waltz 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams (TX) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Yakym 
Zinke 

NAYS—209 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Allred 
Auchincloss 
Balint 
Barragán 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Bowman 
Boyle (PA) 
Brown 
Brownley 
Budzinski 
Bush 
Caraveo 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson 
Carter (LA) 
Cartwright 

Casar 
Case 
Casten 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Cherfilus- 

McCormick 
Chu 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Correa 
Costa 
Courtney 
Craig 
Crockett 
Crow 
Davids (KS) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (NC) 
Dean (PA) 
DeGette 

DeLauro 
DelBene 
Deluzio 
DeSaulnier 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Escobar 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Evans 
Fitzpatrick 
Fletcher 
Foster 
Foushee 
Frankel, Lois 
Frost 
Garamendi 
Garcı́a (IL) 
Garcia (TX) 
Garcia, Robert 
Goldman (NY) 
Gomez 
Gonzalez, 

Vicente 
Gottheimer 

Green, Al (TX) 
Grijalva 
Harder (CA) 
Hayes 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Horsford 
Houlahan 
Hoyer 
Hoyle (OR) 
Ivey 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson (NC) 
Jackson Lee 
Jacobs 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Kamlager-Dove 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Khanna 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kim (NJ) 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster 
Landsman 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee (CA) 
Lee (NV) 
Lee (PA) 
Leger Fernandez 
Levin 
Lieu 
Lofgren 
Lynch 
Magaziner 
Manning 
Matsui 
McBath 
McClellan 
McCollum 
McGarvey 

McGovern 
Meeks 
Menendez 
Meng 
Mfume 
Moore (WI) 
Morelle 
Moskowitz 
Moulton 
Mrvan 
Mullin 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal 
Neguse 
Nickel 
Norcross 
Ocasio-Cortez 
Omar 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pappas 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peltola 
Perez 
Peters 
Pettersen 
Phillips 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Porter 
Pressley 
Quigley 
Ramirez 
Raskin 
Ross 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan 
Salinas 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Scanlon 
Schakowsky 

Schiff 
Schneider 
Scholten 
Schrier 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell 
Sherman 
Sherrill 
Slotkin 
Smith (WA) 
Sorensen 
Soto 
Spanberger 
Stansbury 
Stanton 
Stevens 
Strickland 
Swalwell 
Sykes 
Takano 
Thanedar 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tlaib 
Tokuda 
Tonko 
Torres (CA) 
Torres (NY) 
Trahan 
Trone 
Underwood 
Vargas 
Vasquez 
Veasey 
Velázquez 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson Coleman 
Wexton 
Wild 
Williams (GA) 
Wilson (FL) 

NOT VOTING—4 

Buchanan 
Gallego 

Huffman 
Williams (NY) 

b 1523 

Mr. MCHENRY changed his vote from 
‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So the joint resolution was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 380, ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall No. 381, and ‘‘nay’’ 
on rollcall No. 382. 

f 

SUPPORTING RURAL 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, the Agri-
culture, Rural Development, Food and 
Drug Administration, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024, sup-
ports our rural communities and 
strengthens our national security and 
food supply by continuing critical in-
vestments in agriculture research, 
rural broadband, and animal and plant 
health programs. 

The bill also provides sufficient funds 
to ensure the safety of food, drugs, and 
medical devices, which is especially 
important after the Biden administra-
tion’s failure to protect our children 
from the baby formula debacle last 
year at the FDA. It reins in harmful 

regulations that dictate how poultry 
and livestock producers raise and mar-
ket their animals. 

These provisions will be sure to help 
those farmers and agricultural pro-
ducers in my district and across Ten-
nessee who are fed up with bureaucrats 
in Washington telling them how to 
farm and tend to their land and ani-
mals. 

f 

b 1530 

HUDSON RIVER TUNNEL FUNDING 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to thank President Biden for 
helping me provide $7 billion for the 
Hudson River tunnel project. The Hud-
son River tunnel project is the most 
important infrastructure project in the 
country. 

Every day, more than 200,000 people 
travel through the Hudson River tun-
nel between New Jersey and New York. 
If it were to suffer a safety shutdown, 
it could cost America $100 million in 
lost economic activity. 

The current tunnel is 113 years old, 
and it needs to be upgraded to avoid fu-
ture shutdowns. The Hudson River tun-
nel project will repair the current tun-
nel, and it would build a new tunnel 
next to it to improve travel throughout 
the Northeast corridor. 

I worked diligently to get the funds 
for the Hudson River tunnel and the 
entire Gateway Program. The $7 billion 
grant is the largest Federal transpor-
tation grant in American history. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to work 
with a President that understands the 
importance of the Hudson River tunnel 
project and what it will do for Amer-
ican prosperity. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CRISP 
COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPUTY 
TYEE BROWNE 

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of Crisp County Sheriff’s Deputy Tyee 
Browne, who lost his life in the line of 
duty on July 10 at the age of 26. 

Deputy Browne was a graduate of 
Mary Persons High School in Monroe 
County, and he served the Crisp County 
community with the sheriff’s depart-
ment for less than a year before he was 
shot and killed in a traffic stop. 

Before serving Crisp County, he 
served our Nation in the Army Na-
tional Guard and dedicated his life to 
protecting others. His service is a pow-
erful reminder of the sacrifice our law 
enforcement officers make daily to 
keep our communities safe. 

To the family of Deputy Tyee 
Browne, I offer my deep condolences on 
behalf of Georgia’s Eighth District. I 
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thank Sheriff Billy Hancock and the 
Crisp County Sheriff’s Department for 
their dedication to protecting our dis-
trict and the people of Georgia. 

f 

LARRY TERKEL IS CHAMPION OF 
THE WEEK 

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. SYKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Larry Terkel from 
Hudson as Ohio’s 13th Congressional 
District Champion of the Week. 

Larry recently competed at the Na-
tional Senior Games in Pittsburgh, 
bringing home an impressive seven 
gold medals. Held every 2 years, the 
National Senior Games brings athletes 
over the age of 50 from around the 
country to compete in all sports. 

At the age of 76, Mr. Terkel won indi-
vidual gold medals in the 50- and 100- 
yard freestyle, the 50- and 100-yard 
breaststroke, and the 50-yard butterfly. 
He also won two gold medals in the 4- 
by-50 mixed medley relay and the 4-by- 
50 mixed freestyle relay. 

While expanding our community’s 
longstanding legacy as the birthplace 
of champions this year, he also con-
tinues to hold the nationwide records 
for the 50- and 100-yard freestyle at the 
Senior Games and is a U.S. Masters 
Swimming national champion. 

When he is not in the pool, Mr. 
Terkel is a professor at Kent State 
University and a YouTube yoga sensa-
tion. Mr. Terkel is proof that no mat-
ter your age, your physical condition 
can be optimal, and you should never 
count anyone out. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Mr. 
Larry Terkel on earning seven gold 
medals and representing Ohio’s 13th 
Congressional District. He has made us 
all proud. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TREY AND ERIN 
THOMPSON 

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Trey and 
Erin Thompson, the Muscular Dys-
trophy Association’s first Savannah 
Toast to Life Gala honorees. 

The MDA is honoring Trey and Erin 
due to their tireless efforts to increase 
muscular dystrophy awareness within 
the Savannah community. 

Trey’s father, Robbie Thompson, 
passed away on March 18, 2012, after a 
brave fight with ALS. Robbie was a 
strong, kind man who lived his life to 
the fullest no matter what trials he 
faced in his life. His legacy lives on 
through Trey and Erin Thompson’s ad-
vocacy for the neuromuscular disease 
community in Savannah. 

Through events like the Toast to Life 
Gala, the MDA funds research, treat-
ments, and technology that increase 

quality of life for those with muscular 
dystrophy and related neuromuscular 
diseases, as well as their families. 

Trey and Erin will be honored at the 
Third Annual MDA Savannah Toast to 
Life Gala on August 31, 2023. I thank 
them for their efforts in the fight 
against muscular dystrophy. 

f 

HONORING SINEAD O’CONNOR 

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LANDSMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and work of 
Sinead O’Connor. For me, Sinead was 
the first truly incredible singer song-
writer, and she made me think. 

She made all of us think about jus-
tice and about fairness. She made us 
think about who gets left behind and 
why it is on us to care for those left 
out. She stood up for the most vulner-
able, not only in her songs, but at the 
expense of her own career. 

Mr. Speaker, I will take this 1 
minute to make sure that her family, 
friends, and fans know how much she 
meant to so many of us. 

May we all, especially those of us in 
Congress, honor her by fighting for 
those in our communities who are most 
marginalized. 

f 

NATIONAL INTERN DAY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Na-
tional Intern Day. Today is dedicated 
to recognizing and celebrating the fu-
ture leaders of the world: interns. 

National Intern Day has served as an 
opportunity for thousands of employers 
to commemorate and thank their hard-
working interns. 

At this time I recognize and thank 
the interns who joined me this sum-
mer, both in my personal office and on 
the Agriculture Committee. 

Justin and Tessa served in my per-
sonal office and have been instru-
mental in helping serve the people of 
Pennsylvania’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict. Bailee, Callie, and Kylie help 
support myself and the Agriculture 
Committee staff through dozens of 
hearings, roundtables, and other com-
mittee events as we work toward 
crafting a farm bill. 

From conducting research to drafting 
speeches and statements to guiding 
tours and responding to constituents, 
these interns were fantastic additions 
to my team this summer. 

Mr. Speaker, our interns today are 
truly the leaders of tomorrow, and 
they deserve recognition for their out-
standing work. I thank them again for 
joining us this summer. 

CONGRATULATING SPECIALIST 
RENE J. RODRIGUEZ ON RECEIV-
ING THE SOLDIER’S MEDAL 

(Ms. TOKUDA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate and honor Specialist 
Rene J. Rodriguez of El Paso, Texas, 
for his courage and heroism while sta-
tioned with the 25th Infantry Division 
at Schofield Barracks in my district. 

Earlier this month, Specialist Rodri-
guez was awarded the Soldier’s Medal, 
the highest individual decoration the 
United States Army can give for an act 
of valor in a noncombat event. 

He received that award for defending 
a local woman who was being violently 
assaulted outside of a coffee shop in 
Wahiawa last October. With disregard 
for his own safety, Specialist Rodriguez 
put himself in the middle and took the 
brunt of the attack, giving the woman 
space and time to get to safety in his 
vehicle. 

Specialist Rodriguez’ actions that 
day represent the very best of our sol-
diers and the highest values of courage 
and sacrifice in the United States 
Army. We are so very proud of him and 
so grateful for his service and commit-
ment to our Hawaii community. 

f 

PASS THIS YEAR’S FARM BILL 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, soon 
the House Committee on Rules will 
begin its consideration of this year’s 
farm bill. This is a bill to include some 
of the top priorities for not only north-
ern California, but the whole country, 
as my own district is home to some of 
the most productive agricultural re-
gions in the world. 

We are the second largest rice-grow-
ing region in the Nation, and we grow 
over half of all the dried plums, also 
known as prunes, produced in the 
world. Our farmers are international 
leaders in almond and walnut produc-
tion, among other crops. 

The farm bill gives farmers the tools 
they need to manage their risks during 
a difficult economic year or a natural 
disaster with the insurance that has 
been so successful over the recent 
years. It strengthens incentives for our 
next generation of farmers, as our 
farmers’ average age is well into the 
sixties now. 

Beyond agriculture, it allocates re-
sources to programs that are vital to 
the economic well-being of our area, 
and all rural areas that have agri-
culture, by funding rural health 
projects that help our communities ad-
dress a growing opioid addiction issue 
and other substance abuse disorders. 

It provides funding to close the rural 
and urban digital divide by improving 
broadband connectivity in rural areas. 
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It is really important that we get on-
board with the farm bill this fall and 
pass it on time. 

f 

HONORING MADELENE MACIAS, 
JACK A. LOPEZ, CLYDE A. 
LOPEZ, AND MANUEL MACIAS 

(Mr. CORREA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, all gave 
some and some made the ultimate sac-
rifice. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to honor 
The American Legion volunteer 
Madelene Macias and her three broth-
ers, Jack Lopez, Clyde Lopez, and 
Manuel Macias. 

All of Madelene’s brothers served 
honorably and fought in some of our 
Nation’s toughest battles. Private 
First Class Jack Lopez was a techni-
cian, Clyde Lopez served in World War 
II, and Staff Sergeant Manuel Macias 
served in the Vietnam war. 

Jack Lopez was tragically killed in 
action in Okinawa, and Madelene 
reached out to my office to make sure 
he was honored 77 years later. Mr. 
Lopez’s ultimate sacrifice earned him 
our country’s recognition with the 
Bronze Star and Purple Heart. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Madelene for 
her commitment to our country and 
our community. I thank each of her 
brothers for their service and sacrifice 
for this great Nation. 

f 

REMEMBERING EMMA SHAFER 

(Ms. BUDZINSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BUDZINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand before you with a heavy heart to 
remember a young woman whose pas-
sion and dedication touched the lives of 
many in the Springfield community 
and beyond. 

Emma Shafer was a remarkable ac-
tivist who sought to create positive 
change in the world around her. From 
an early age, she understood the power 
of her voice and the importance of cre-
ating good trouble. 

Her commitment to social justice 
and equality was unwavering, and she 
inspired people of all ages to join her in 
the pursuit of a better world. Whether 
she was serving as a board member for 
the Resistor Sisterhood organization or 
volunteering to deliver groceries for 
the Springfield Immigrant Advocacy 
Network, the list of Emma’s involve-
ment in the community was endless. 

Not only was Emma an outspoken 
advocate, she was also an avid reader 
and lover of theater and passionate 
supporter of the arts. 

As we mourn her loss, we celebrate 
her life by continuing the work she 
started by carrying the torch of activ-
ism and by striving to create a world 
she dreamed of: one filled with love, 
equality, and opportunity for all. 

b 1545 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
STRONG). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia? 

There was no objection. 

f 

HONORING NORTH RIVERSIDE’S 
100TH ANNIVERSARY 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to celebrate the centennial 
anniversary of the village North River-
side, Illinois. 

This area now known as North River-
side sits on Potawatomi land that was 
purchased by a real estate and fur trad-
ing company in 1835. 

By 1900, onion farmers had begun to 
move to the area, and the village grew 
from there. 

The bright neon lights and blaring 
brass sounds of the legendary Melody 
Mill ballroom that were a mainstay of 
the big band era attracted people from 
all over who were looking for a lindy- 
hopping night of jazz and swing music. 

North Riverside continues to be a 
thriving place with a vibrant theater 
scene, sports, scouting, and even a 
quilting club. Every street has a block 
captain who helps neighbors and sen-
iors with errands and much more. 

Here is to the next 100 years, North 
Riverside. 

f 

UNIVERSITY OF IOWA AND 
ASTROPHYSICS 

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to acknowledge the many 
stellar accomplishments the Univer-
sity of Iowa has achieved in astro-
physics. The University of Iowa has 
been a longstanding leader in the field. 
They built instruments flown on 70 
spacecraft in 60 successful missions. 

Between 1958 and 1998, the University 
of Iowa developed more spaceflight in-
struments than any other university. 
These instruments were used in the 
first observations by spacecraft at 
seven of the eight planets in our solar 
system. Iowa’s technology produced 
the first evidence of Earth’s radiation 
belts. 

Without the contributions of the Uni-
versity of Iowa to the field of astro-
physics, space research would not be 
the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the University 
of Iowa for their out-of-this-world 
work. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND CAREER OF JOHNNY 
LUJACK 

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to honor the life and career of the 
indestructible Johnny Lujack who 
passed away at the age of 98. 

In 1947, Johnny Lujack won the 
Heisman trophy capping off a college 
football career as Notre Dame’s quar-
terback where he won three national 
championships. 

He was unanimously named All- 
American twice. He was named the 1947 
AP Athlete of the Year. He also served 
our country as a Navy ensign in World 
War II. 

After college, he played for the Chi-
cago Bears and he made two Pro Bowls. 
In 1949, Johnny Lujack led the NFL in 
passing touchdowns and passing yards. 

After retiring from football, he and 
his wife moved to Patricia’s hometown 
of Davenport, Iowa, and ran the largest 
Chevy dealership in the State of Iowa. 

He spent the next 67 years in the 
Quad Cities and was a titan in our com-
munity and even served on the Board 
of Trustees for St. Ambrose University. 

He moved to Naples, Florida, in 2021 
to be closer to his grandson, much to 
the dismay of many Iowans who missed 
him dearly. My prayers are with his 
family as they mourn the loss of such 
a remarkable man as Johnny Lujack. 

f 

THE HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS 
OF TEXAS GOVERNOR ABBOTT 

(Ms. GARCIA of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
extreme MAGA Republicans have gone 
from Trump’s caging children to Ab-
bott’s trapping children in the river. 

Razor wire-wrapped barrels in the 
river, pushing children back into the 
river, and denying water during ex-
treme heat are simply acts of delib-
erate, inhumane, and horrific torture. 
It goes beyond politics and crosses a 
line into human rights violations. 

These buoys by the Governor will not 
stop migrants from crossing the Rio 
Grande. Instead, they will pose a grave 
threat to Border Patrol agents and in-
crease the risk of drowning for chil-
dren, disabled people, mothers and oth-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, what if this were one of 
your own children, your niece or neph-
ew, or your grandchildren? 

Mr. Speaker, how would you respond 
if you saw your family treated this 
way? 

Governor Abbott’s anti-life actions 
do not reflect our Texas values. It is 
just simply bad and inhumane actions. 

Migrants deserve to be treated with 
dignity and compassion, not by this re-
lentless dehumanization. 

f 

NATIONAL INTERN DAY 

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 
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Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, on National Intern Day, I rise 
to shine a spotlight on North Caro-
lina’s First Congressional District’s 
amazing interns. 

First, let’s give a big shout-out to 
Andrea Knight who holds down the fort 
in Greenville, North Carolina, at our 
district office. 

Here at our Nation’s Capital we have 
Cierra Gilliam, Alice Chatterjee, and 
Saahil Rao. These dynamic interns and 
their hard work have tremendously im-
pacted our legislative efforts, and I 
thank them. Our future is in good 
hands. 
RECOGNIZING JOYCE HAMLETT, KEEPER OF THE 

MACE, ON HER RETIREMENT 

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I also rise to recognize Joyce 
Hamlett, keeper of the mace. She grew 
up in the tobacco fields of North Caro-
lina to become the bearer of the his-
toric House mace. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Joyce for being 
fair and getting on me just like she got 
on everyone else. She has fulfilled her 
duties, and she hasn’t dropped the 
mace. 

Congratulations on her retirement, 
and I look forward to seeing her in 
North Carolina. 

f 

DENOUNCING THE RADICAL 
RIGHTWING WAR ON WOMEN 

(Mr. CARBAJAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to denounce, yet again, the rad-
ical rightwing war on women, which is 
attacking fundamental rights and put-
ting our military readiness at risk. 

Before I came to Congress, I served 
our Nation in the United States Marine 
Corps. As a marine, I am appalled to 
see that for the first time in over 150 
years marines are without a Senate- 
confirmed leader because of this mis-
guided war on reproductive freedom, 
one of more than 200 confirmations 
being held up in the United States Sen-
ate. 

I thoroughly condemn using these 
promotions as hostages and every sin-
gle Member of Congress who is choos-
ing to put their radical agenda over our 
national security, the same agenda 
that warped this year’s NDAA with 
countless culture war amendments. 

Our servicemembers give their lives 
to protect our country. We owe it to 
them to protect their basic rights to 
privacy and healthcare. 

For the sake of our servicemembers 
and for women across America, I urge 
my colleagues to drop reckless prece-
dent-setting blockade. 

f 

PROTECTING BEAUTIFUL LIVES IN 
OUR WONDERFUL COUNTRY 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the 
beauty and wonderment of this Nation 
is that every single person born in this 
country has the privilege of living 
under the flag of the United States of 
America. 

Today, I rise to reinforce our love of 
country, our love of our soldiers and 
our veterans, but also our love of jus-
tice. 

I am introducing today the Chyna 
Gibson stop transgender murder epi-
demic act of 2023 to respect those who 
are different. 

This particular bill will provide a 
commission to understand why so 
many women or so many trans have 
been killed over the last decade. 

It will establish a commission to 
study and develop proposals to combat 
the epidemic of the murdering of non-
conforming gender expansive and 
transgender women of color. The duties 
of the commission shall be to docu-
ment and research issues regarding 
gender nonconforming, gender expan-
sive, transgender women of color face, 
including, but not limited to, limited 
access to healthcare and limited access 
to housing. 

I simply want to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that we live in this beautiful country. 
I want this commission to tell us the 
truth and to protect people who de-
serve to be protected and to live their 
lives. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, July 21, 2023. 

Pursuant to section 201(a)(2) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, and upon rec-
ommendations by the House and Senate 
Budget Committees, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
President pro tempore hereby appoint Dr. 
Phillip Swagel as the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office for the term expir-
ing January 3, 2017. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker, United States 

House of Represent-
atives. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore, 

U.S. Senate. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
July 27, 2023. 

I hereby designate the period from Friday, 
July 28, 2023, through Monday, September 11, 
2023, as a ‘‘district work period’’ under sec-
tion 3(z) of House Resolution 5. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

SUPPORTING OUR PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentlewoman from 
Vermont (Ms. BALINT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the public schools. 
I am a parent. I am a former middle 
school teacher. I am also the child of a 
working-class mom and an immigrant 
dad. I understand so deeply that edu-
cation is the bedrock of this great de-
mocracy. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, I am wor-
ried about our public schools. I am 
worried about the news stories about 
banning books and erasing Black cur-
riculum from schools. These Repub-
lican actions are not supportive of our 
public schools or teachers or parents or 
our students. This assault on public 
education does not make us a stronger 
nation, a kinder nation, or a more 
thoughtful one. 

We don’t have any fear about facing 
the complexity of our Nation’s history. 
Our democracy is stronger than that. 
It can withstand the ugly details, the 
inconvenient truths, and the uncom-
fortable nuance. We have a robust de-
mocracy, and we have a republic that 
can face tough questions about its his-
tory. 

We need not be afraid of this. Age-ap-
propriate curriculum about our Na-
tion’s history must include the hard 
parts. Our students, our parents, and 
our teachers can handle it. Let’s trust 
them. 

It is concerning to me that in some 
districts we have movements to pre-
vent students from learning about slav-
ery or the Trail of Tears or Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., or Rosa Parks or Anne 
Frank. 

As the grandchild of an immigrant, a 
man who was killed in the Holocaust— 
a grandchild of someone killed in the 
Holocaust, I know the importance of 
knowing history. I know the impor-
tance of speaking frankly and clearly 
about what happens when we don’t 
know the details and when we simply 
demonize a group or dehumanize a 
group of people. 

What we need to do is shine the light 
of day on complex history. When we 
use our time here in Congress to fan 
the flames of culture wars instead of 
investing in our schools, then we are 
not doing the job that we were sent 
here to do and that parents want us to 
do. 

It doesn’t matter what your political 
stripe is, Mr. Speaker, or whether you 
are not involved in politics at all. Mr. 
Speaker, what you want for your chil-
dren and grandchildren is essentially 
the same. You want a strong education 
for your kids and grandkids. You want 
schools where all students feel safe and 
supported and can be the very best 
selves. 

We know that kids suffer when they 
don’t have the resources that they 
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need. We should be investing our time 
and energy into making sure all of our 
schools regardless of ZIP Code have the 
resources they need for every single 
American kid to be successful. That is 
our job. 

b 1600 
Balance is at the core of who we are 

as Americans. It is not banning Judy 
Blume or trying to pretend that racism 
wasn’t part of our past and, indeed, in 
many instances, isn’t still a part of our 
present. We should not be afraid of 
these details. 

To ensure that the next generation of 
Americans is equipped for adulthood, 
we have to support well-rounded, holis-
tic education that sets up our children 
for success. 

I have a 13-year-old—almost 13; she 
will be 13 in a couple of weeks—and a 
15-year-old. I will tell you that every 
time we sit down to dinner at my 
house, we have robust conversations 
about the news. 

In fact, when I first started in Con-
gress, I used to walk through the door 
on Friday afternoons and my son would 
say, ‘‘Mom, let’s talk about your 
votes.’’ 

We have complex conversations 
about geopolitics. I don’t shy away 
from talking about the hard stuff with 
my son or my daughter. I trust them to 
ask questions of me that are age-appro-
priate. 

I wish that we would trust our fami-
lies across this country to be able to 
have rich and complex conversations 
with their students about curriculum 
that is often complicated. 

That is the human experience. That 
is the American experience. It is not 
tidy, nor would we want it so. We are a 
nation of ideas. We wrestle with con-
cepts. This is who we are at our best. 
We should not be afraid of this hap-
pening in our public schools. 

I know the impact that quality edu-
cation can have on our young people 
and the danger that lies ahead if we use 
our positions as elected officials to be 
proscriptive about what should be dis-
cussed in our public schools. 

The continued attack on our public 
education, which is often fueled by di-
visive rhetoric and often, unfortu-
nately, manufactured controversies, is 
an affront to parents and students ev-
erywhere. As I said, they know how to 
navigate complex issues. Why are we so 
afraid of this? 

Our continued dependency within 
this building on creating groups of peo-
ple to demonize and dehumanize for po-
litical ends then, unfortunately, gets 
played out in public schools across this 
country. How is this possibly helping 
our democracy? 

I want students who ask hard ques-
tions. When I was a teacher, I wel-
comed them. I welcomed people from 
across the political spectrum and their 
parents to be able to come into my 
classroom and have deep conversations 
about difference. 

It is not about indoctrinating people. 
It is about having a place where we are 

not afraid to talk about hard things. 
Isn’t that what we want for our schools 
and for our communities? 

I fear that we are so afraid of having 
hard conversations that we have 
stopped talking at all. Better to shut 
down any conversation about some-
thing that somebody perceives as con-
troversial than to try to come together 
with differing opinions, wrestle with 
ideas, wrestle with complexities. 

This is who we are at our best. This 
is actually what this body was sup-
posed to be and what our public schools 
can be at their best: a microcosm of 
the democracy. 

As a public schoolteacher, I taught 
middle school. People often say middle 
school is great preparation for being in 
Congress for a whole lot of reasons, 
that public schoolteachers and the par-
ents that support those teachers and 
those students are some of the most 
committed, compassionate members of 
our communities. 

They are invested in their students. 
They are committed to their commu-
nities. Unfortunately, they have be-
come targets of baseless attacks that 
have come from divisive politics. 

I have to say, the attack on public 
schools, the attack on teachers, is not 
serving us as a nation. It is not, as I 
said, making us stronger. It is not 
making us more thoughtful. It is not 
making us more equipped to deal with 
the complicated world of geopolitics 
that we must confront. 

I welcome hard conversations, and I 
always have in my classroom. This is 
what teachers across this country are 
trying to do, to hold space for hard 
conversations. Why are we so afraid of 
that? 

I also have to say, as a woman who 
has two kids, and my spouse is another 
woman, I want my kids to be able to go 
to a school where their teacher is not 
going to be reprimanded for acknowl-
edging that my kids have a particular 
kind of family. I want my kids to feel 
like they have as much of a right to be 
in a classroom to get an education as 
anyone else. Why are we so afraid of 
difference? 

For many years in this country, dif-
ference, diversity of experience, diver-
sity of background—we talked about 
our Nation as a great melting pot. 

Sometimes it was called a fruit salad. 
Sometimes it was called a potpourri of 
experiences. It used to be that we cele-
brated that, that we did not see that as 
a danger to our very democracy. 

We are in what I feel like is not just 
uncharted territory. It is dangerous 
territory for the Republic. 

I know from representing Vermont, 
which is a rural State with hundreds of 
communities dotted across our wooded 
landscape, that the public schools are 
the heart and soul of our communities. 
They are where young minds are nur-
tured, where curiosity is fueled, where 
community itself is fostered. 

Our teachers, in conjunction with the 
parents in those communities, play an 
invaluable role in shaping our chil-

dren’s futures. They deserve to be ac-
knowledged for the work that they do, 
not vilified. 

One of the things that I heard as I 
was campaigning across Vermont to 
represent my State in Congress—didn’t 
matter what community I was in—peo-
ple would come up to me at the end of 
events and say: I don’t want to hate my 
neighbors. I don’t want to feel like the 
only way forward is to be fearful of 
other Americans, people within my 
own community. 

I try to live my life here in Congress 
and as a former teacher as someone 
who is always thinking about how we 
bring the community of man back to-
gether. How do we move away from a 
meanness of spirit that is not just cor-
roding our work here but is actually 
corroding our Nation? 

Schools are an important part of peo-
ple being able to come together and 
speak honestly about their experiences 
and histories. It is a way forward for us 
as a nation. Why are we so afraid of 
having difficult conversations? 

Now, I never imagined that, as the 
child of an immigrant and a working- 
class mom, I would be standing here 
before you. As a gay woman, I never 
thought that I would be walking in 
these Halls, but I am here. I have a 
place here, and I am going to use my 
voice to continue to ask questions. 

What happened to our ability to have 
tough conversations without demoniz-
ing each other, without dehumanizing 
each other? 

We know what happens when norms 
are upended, when rights are attacked. 
We have seen this across the globe. We 
have seen it here in our own country. 

Public schools are an important part 
of building back the strength and vi-
brancy of our democracy. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague 
from Michigan (Ms. TLAIB). 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
good colleague from Vermont for her 
incredible courage. 

I know I come from and grew up in 
the most beautiful, Blackest city in 
the country, the city of Detroit, where 
every corner is a reminder of the civil 
rights movement, a reminder of dif-
ferent movements that ensured that 
our Black neighbors had human dig-
nity. 

Across the country, far-right extrem-
ists, elected officials like the Governor 
of Florida, are attempting to white-
wash Black history and ban books in 
our children’s classrooms. 

Florida’s own Board of Education 
just approved new Black history stand-
ards, and public school students will be 
now taught that enslaved Black folks 
benefited from slavery. 

The audacity. There are no two sides, 
Mr. Speaker, to slavery. Slavery was 
cruel, was inhumane. It was a violent 
practice that denied our Black neigh-
bors and communities their basic 
human dignity. It had no redeeming 
qualities. 

Many of the Founding Fathers in this 
Chamber even owned human beings 
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themselves. These are just facts. This 
is our history. 

You cannot teach the truth about 
American history without teaching Af-
rican-American history. 

We must teach our children, Mr. 
Speaker, the truth about our Nation’s 
history. That means reckoning with 
racism, oppression, lynching, dehuman-
ization, and white supremacist vio-
lence. 

We cannot learn from our past if our 
past is no longer being taught. 

We will not allow anyone to rewrite 
our history. Again, it is so important 
that this Chamber understands that 
Black history is American history. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my good col-
league from Vermont, Representative 
BALINT, for really, truly championing 
this issue today. 

Again, being from a community that 
taught me that oppression against any-
one needs to continue to be fought 
against, I can’t stand idly by, even if it 
is another State doing it, and say that 
it is okay. I can’t stand on the side-
lines. We must continue to speak 
truth. 

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, parents 
and voters across this country under-
stand the biggest challenges facing 
America’s students in our public 
schools, and it is not about curriculum 
that includes details about slavery or 
the Trail of Tears or Anne Frank. That 
is not what most voters and parents 
care about. 

What do they care about? 
Number one, they care about getting 

students the support they need, and in 
some instances, that is one-on-one sup-
port to meet the needs of their stu-
dents. 

They care deeply about addressing 
the educator shortages that we see 
across the country. 

They care deeply about ensuring that 
their students have the mental health 
services that they need. 

They care deeply about the dangers 
of gun violence in their schools. 

They want candidates to address 
these issues. They want leaders who 
will address these issues. 

I will say the needs of parents are 
really not that different from the needs 
and desires of students. I have spent 
quite a bit of time traveling across 
Vermont, speaking to predominantly 
middle school and high school students 
about what it is that they are con-
cerned about. They talk about the 
same kinds of things. 

They talk about needing mental 
health support. They talk about how 
afraid they are to go to school because 
they are worried about the epidemic of 
gun violence. They are concerned that 
they won’t be prepared for the future. 

b 1615 

They are not clamoring to have cur-
riculum restricted. They want to have 
those hard conversations. I taught mid-
dle school for many years. I run into 
some of my former students who are 
now adults, and we talk about the con-

versations that we had in my class-
room that were on hard issues, but 
they were age appropriate. I trusted 
them and their families to be engaged 
in the work that was happening in my 
classroom. 

I fear that where we are headed is a 
future in which what it is that teachers 
are allowed to discuss with students 
will be so restricted that our students 
will not be prepared for the future out-
side of their little communities. 

History is complicated. It is often 
ugly, sometimes really distasteful. I 
studied African-American history and 
Native-American history when I was 
earning my master’s in history. I stud-
ied African-American communities 
post-Reconstruction, during an era 
known as racial uplift. I looked at 
Black women’s community organiza-
tions and the work that they did post- 
Reconstruction to have vital supports 
within their communities. I studied 
Native-American land claims and the 
missteps and mistakes and atrocities 
that happened in history regarding 
Tribal claims to land. 

I am a better person for knowing 
these things. It did not fundamentally 
make me a less patriotic American. It 
did not make me less grateful that my 
father came here as an immigrant to 
build a new life. 

Every nation has its complex his-
tories, its difficult chapters, its 
reckonings. No nation is without dark 
spots in its past. 

Where we can rise above as a nation 
is to say, we will embrace head-on the 
complexity and the nuance and trust 
that our students, parents, and teach-
ers can have those conversations, and 
it will not make them less likely to 
love their country. 

Having taught middle school for a 
very long time, and community col-
lege, I will tell you that students feel 
betrayed when they are not given age- 
appropriate curriculum about the hard 
stuff, and then they find out about it 
later, and they feel like we have been 
withholding history from them, that 
we don’t trust them enough to ask the 
good questions. 

I wish so sincerely that we would 
trust parents more across this country 
to be able to have a relationship with 
their local public school and their 
teachers and together have those 
meaningful, sometimes difficult con-
versations. 

One of the things that I am also quite 
concerned about is that we are not in-
vesting even in the infrastructure of 
schools. I am concerned that there are 
so many aging buildings across this 
country that in a decade or two they 
are not going to be structurally sound 
for our students. It is going to take a 
big investment of money to make sure 
that every single student has a safe 
building to learn inside. However, our 
priorities often in this building are not 
around investing in the needs of our 
children and our families. 

I know that bill is going to come due, 
and there is going to be a time when 

parents and communities say: Why 
didn’t we make those investments 
when we should have? Is it not true 
that our children are truly the most 
precious resource for the Nation? 

Now, the other thing that I have been 
thinking about is that we, as parents, 
need to be willing to show up for our 
schools and our students even when 
there is no controversy. Take an inter-
est in what is happening, not because 
you have any kind of agenda but just 
because you want to know what is hap-
pening in the schools. 

I can tell you that most of the 
schools that I know of in Vermont 
would welcome involvement from the 
community, whether it is a community 
garden or helping to lead after-school 
programs. What the most frustrating 
thing is when people are not involved 
in the work of the school or what is 
happening there, and there is a sense of 
suspicion about what is happening 
there. I can tell you, as somebody who 
volunteered as much as I could at my 
kids’ school when they were little, I 
knew what was happening in their 
schools because I was there commu-
nicating. 

Public schools are not the enemy 
here. Teachers are not the enemy, nor 
are trans people and queer people that 
seem to be on the receiving end right 
now of a lot of the vitriol around public 
schools. 

I went into teaching for one reason— 
alleviating suffering. That is the same 
reason why I ran for State senate, and 
it is the same reason why I ran for Con-
gress, alleviating suffering in all of its 
forms. When you are a teacher, you 
have to do that in real time because 
kids come into the classroom with 
whatever they were dealing with that 
morning at home, and it is the job of 
the teacher to hold all students where 
they are and make the classroom envi-
ronment a place where all feel safe and 
supported. 

It is not an easy job; I can tell you. 
Oftentimes when you are a teacher, 
you get to the end of the day and you 
haven’t remembered to eat or use the 
bathroom or take care of any of your 
personal needs because there is only 
one thing that is important to you, 
which is making sure your students get 
what they need when they are with you 
that day. 

Can we please stop demonizing teach-
ers? Can we please stop thinking there 
is some sinister agenda? 

People serve in that capacity because 
they want to make a positive dif-
ference in the lives of children, and 
sometimes it is as simple as sitting 
with a student who had a rough time 
on the bus in the morning or someone 
who is carrying with them a deep inse-
curity about themselves and that is 
getting in the way of their learning. 

We talk in education about differen-
tiated learning, and we use that to talk 
about how students come in with dif-
ferent levels of success at a particular 
topic, particular curriculum, and you 
try to differentiate, make it possible 
for them to be successful. 
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I have often thought when we talk 

about differentiated learning, we forget 
that that is what teachers do day in 
and day out with every single student 
they have. What does this student need 
right now? How can I help them get 
what they need so they can be success-
ful? It is both exhausting and reward-
ing. 

Can we please stop attacking teach-
ers? 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. TOKUDA). 

Ms. TOKUDA. Mr. Speaker, I am defi-
nitely out of breath. I ran here from 
my other hearing because this was just 
such an important hour that we par-
ticipate in. 

Patsy Takemoto Mink is the mother 
of Title IX. She had a vision and a 
dream for her daughter and for all of 
our children, to live a life free from the 
kind of discrimination she suffered as a 
woman of color. 

Her groundbreaking advocacy and re-
forms have since paved the way to 
allow all of our children to fully par-
ticipate and engage in their education, 
in sports, and in all other forms of 
learning as their true, authentic selves. 

Removing discrimination and in-
equity on the basis of sex was personal 
for Congresswoman Mink. Throughout 
her pursuit of higher education, she 
faced racial discrimination, segrega-
tion, and limited opportunities simply 
because she was a woman. 

Many of us serving here in Congress 
on both sides of the aisle are here be-
cause of Patsy’s perseverance and cour-
age, and I am humbled to serve in the 
seat that she held with such grit and 
such grace. Like Patsy, I see every ac-
tion or inaction we take here in Con-
gress through the lens of a mother. 

While we cowardly delay action on 
gun legislation, I leave home each 
week terrified that one day an active 
shooter drill at my sons’ school might 
not be a drill at all. 

As we fight book bans and the per-
verse culture wars of the far right, I 
wonder how my boys will feel when 
they see less and less of themselves in 
what is represented as history, and in 
the books that are on the library 
shelves. 

While we watch as bullies in Congress 
try to push our loved ones back into 
the closet through guilt and shame, I 
hug my babies, now teenagers, every 
single chance I get, and I remind them, 
as I have since they were little, of my 
unconditional love for them and my 
only wish for them to be whomever 
they seek to be. 

As we fight in this Chamber, kicking 
and screaming against what is nothing 
less than a movement to use our chil-

dren as a means to institutionalize rac-
ism, legitimize discrimination, and op-
press marginalized people and commu-
nities of color around our country, I 
often sit and ask myself: What would 
Patsy say? What would Patsy do? 

I cannot speak for this great tower of 
a woman, but I know in my heart that 
she would not stand for this kind of 
politicization of our children. She 
would stand shoulder to shoulder with 
all of us and say: Hell, no, not today. 
Not today. 

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, we have 
important work to do in this country. 
We need to continue to invest in 
schools so that we can reduce poverty. 
We need to alleviate hunger. We need 
to work together to build better out-
comes for kids. We need to give teach-
ers a living wage and create equitable 
systems that don’t leave anyone be-
hind. Your ZIP Code should not deter-
mine whether you get a robust, rich 
education or not. 

b 1630 

Students, parents, educators deserve 
more. They need partners, not par-
tisans. They don’t need bullies. What 
they need is for us to stand up for ro-
bust, rich education and not be afraid 
to talk about the tough stuff. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIR OF 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chair of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure, which was read and referred 
to the Committee on Appropriations: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND 

INFRASTRUCTURE, 
Washington, DC, July 27, 2023. 

Hon. KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker of the House, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: On July 27, 2023, pursu-
ant to section 3307 of Title 40, United States 
Code, the Committee on Transportation and 
Infrastructure met in open session, with a 
quorum being present, to consider 15 resolu-
tions included in the General Services Ad-
ministration’s Capital Investment and Leas-
ing Programs. 

I have enclosed copies of the resolutions 
adopted by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure on July 27, 2023. 

Sincerely, 
SAM GRAVES, 

Chairman. 
Enclosures. 

COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, THE VILLAGES, FL 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 

of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 140,144 net usable square feet of 
space, and 950 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in The 
Villages, FL to replace an existing lease at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $5,482,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-
cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, JACKSONVILLE, NC 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 188,917 net usable square feet of 
space, and 1,300 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Jack-
sonville, NC to replace an existing lease at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $6,316,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, CLARKSVILLE, TN 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 215,175 net usable square feet of 
space, and 1,500 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Clarksville, TN to replace an existing lease 
at a proposed unserviced annual cost of 
$7,517,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years, 
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, PLANO, TX 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 94,769 net usable square feet of 
space, and 650 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Plano, TX to replace an existing lease at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $4,200,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, SARASOTA, FL 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 109,770 net usable square feet of 
space, and 750 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Sara-
sota, FL to replace an existing lease at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $4,463,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4084 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, TAMPA, FL 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 153,528 net usable square feet of 
space, and 200 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Living Center in Tampa, FL at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $5,884,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4088 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MD 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 85,116 net usable square feet of 
space, and 600 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Prince George’s County, MD to replace and 
consolidate two existing leases at a proposed 
unserviced annual cost of $3,740,000 for a 
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-
cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 

Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-
vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4092 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, HAMPDEN COUNTY, MA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 76,685 net usable square feet of 
space, and 550 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Hampden County, MA to replace an existing 
lease at a proposed unserviced annual cost of 
$3,977,000 for a lease term of up to 20 years, 
a prospectus for which is attached to and in-
cluded in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4096 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, KANSAS CITY, MO 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 102,736 net usable square feet of 
space, and 700 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Kan-
sas City, MO at a proposed unserviced annual 
cost of $4,332,000 for a lease term of up to 20 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4100 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, NASHVILLE, TN 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 157,260 net usable square feet of 
space, and 1,100 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Nash-
ville, TN to replace and consolidate three ex-
isting leases at a proposed unserviced annual 
cost of $8,633,000 for a lease term of up to 20 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4104 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, KILLEEN, TX 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 196,382 net usable square feet of 
space, and 1,350 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Killeen, TX at a proposed unserviced annual 
cost of $8,207,000 for a lease term of up to 20 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4108 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, SALT LAKE CITY, UT 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 85,046 net usable square feet of 
space, and 600 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Salt 
Lake City, UT at a proposed unserviced an-
nual cost of $3,837,000 for a lease term of up 
to 20 years, a prospectus for which is at-
tached to and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4112 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, HAMPTON ROADS, VA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 182,230 net usable square feet of 
space, and 1,250 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in 
Hampton Roads, VA at a proposed 
unserviced annual cost of $7,891,000 for a 
lease term of up to 20 years, a prospectus for 
which is attached to and included in this res-
olution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4116 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN AFFAIRS 
TRI-CITIES, WA 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 98,635 net usable square feet of 
space, and 700 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Tri- 
Cities, WA at a proposed unserviced annual 
cost of $4,504,000 for a lease term of up to 20 
years, a prospectus for which is attached to 
and included in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:00 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00082 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.033 H27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4117 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00083 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.033 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
69

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
40

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4118 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00084 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.033 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
70

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
41

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4119 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00085 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.033 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
71

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
42

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4120 July 27, 2023 
COMMITTEE RESOLUTION 

LEASE—U.S. DEPARTMENT OF VETERAN 
AFFAIRS, BALTIMORE, MD 

Resolved by the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure of the United States House 
of Representatives, that pursuant to 40 U.S.C. 
§ 3307, appropriations are authorized for a 
lease of up to 112,624 net usable square feet of 
space, and 800 parking spaces, for the U.S. 
Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) for a 
Community Based Outpatient Clinic in Bal-
timore, MD to replace an existing lease at a 
proposed unserviced annual cost of $6,479,000 
for a lease term of up to 20 years, a pro-
spectus for which is attached to and included 
in this resolution. 

Approval of this prospectus constitutes au-
thority to execute an interim lease for all 
tenants, if necessary, prior to the execution 
of the new lease. 

Provided that, to the maximum extent 
practicable, the Administrator shall include 
in the lease contract(s) a purchase option 
that can be exercised at the conclusion of 
the firm term of the lease. 

Provided further, if the General Services 
Administration delegates to any other agen-

cy the authority granted by this resolution, 
the Administrator of General Services shall 
oversee and monitor such delegation of au-
thority to ensure such delegation is carried 
out consistent with the law and authority 
provided. 

Provided further, that the Administrator 
shall require that the delineated area of the 
procurement is identical to the delineated 
area included in the prospectus, except that, 
if the Administrator determines that the de-
lineated area of the procurement should not 
be identical to the delineated area included 
in the prospectus, the Administrator shall 
provide an explanatory statement to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives 
prior to exercising any lease authority pro-
vided in this resolution. 

Provided further, not later than 30 calendar 
days after the date on which a request from 
the Chairman or Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives is 
received by the Administrator of General 
Services, the Administrator shall provide 
such Member a response in writing that pro-

vides any information requested regarding 
the project. 

Provided further, prior to entering into this 
lease or approving a novation agreement in-
volving a change of ownership under this 
lease, the Administrator of General Services 
shall require the offeror or the parties re-
questing the novation, as applicable, to iden-
tify and disclose whether the owner of the 
leased space, including an entity involved in 
the financing thereof, is a foreign person or 
a foreign-owned entity; provided further, in 
such an instance, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall notify the occupant agen-
cy(ies) in writing, and consult with such oc-
cupant agency(ies) regarding security con-
cerns and necessary mitigation measures (if 
any) prior to award of the lease or approval 
of the novation agreement. 

Provided further, the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services shall require tenant agency(ies) 
to agree to reporting actual utilization data 
on at least an annual basis during occupancy 
and such reports are transmitted to the 
Committee. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 08:00 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00086 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.034 H27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4121 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00087 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.034 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
74

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
43

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4122 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00088 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.034 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
75

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
44

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H4123 July 27, 2023 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00089 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY7.034 H27JYPT1 In
se

rt
 o

ffs
et

 fo
lio

 1
45

2/
76

 h
er

e 
E

H
27

07
23

.0
45

S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4124 July 27, 2023 
ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. ROY) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, as I was pre-
paring to give remarks, I was listening 
to my colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle, and one of the points being 
raised was about champions of Title IX 
and what would they say. I think that 
is a fantastic question. 

Just today, in the House Judiciary 
Committee we had a witness, a young 
lady who is a swimmer for the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. I asked her 
whether Lia Thomas is a man or a 
woman. This female swimmer replied 
without hesitation that, indeed, that 
swimmer is a biological male. 

Now, that gets sometimes dismissed 
as, I don’t know, humorous or absurd 
or whatever in these culture battles, 
but the fact is the young lady testi-
fying was a victim of sexual assault 
and didn’t want to have to be in a bath-
room changing with a biological male. 

Yet, my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle dismiss it. They dismiss 
Riley Gaines’ concern about competing 
against a biological male, while they 
champion Title IX. You literally can’t 
even make it up. Come to the floor, 
champion Title IX, and yet they de-
stroy Title IX by virtue of saying, oh, 
yeah, it is fine. It doesn’t matter if you 
are a dude. Suit up, jump in the pool 
and swim. 

I asked one of the witnesses today, I 
said, well, you know, is the inter-
national federation of swimming, or 
whatever it is called, is that some 
grand rightwing conspiracy? 

She kind of chuckled and said no. 
She knew where I was going, which is, 
that organization had banned Lia 
Thomas and other biological males 
from competing against women in the 
2024 Olympics because of course they 
did, at least if they are being at all ra-
tional. It doesn’t mean that won’t 
change. It doesn’t mean that the irra-
tional won’t take over. It doesn’t mean 
that the absurd won’t define how we 
live our lives. 

But at least, in this case, the com-
mittee said, huh, yeah, maybe a dude 
shouldn’t swim against girls in the 
swim meets. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle dismiss that as rightwing lu-
nacy, MAGA extremism. I never know 
what I am. I support Ron DeSantis and 
I am a MAGA hater. On the floor of the 
House, I am a MAGA extremist because 
I dare to stand up for the American 
people who are sick of having their 
world turned upside down. 

I have my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle saying, well, we have 
important work to do, but all they care 
about are book bans. Well, that is just 
a lie. It is just a straight-up lie, the ac-
cusations of book banning. 

Do you know what kind of books 
have been put on the chopping block in 
Florida? Books that have straight-up 

pornography in them that parents 
dared to say, wait a minute, I don’t 
think I want that in the public schools 
library. 

Now, wait, is that what a book ban 
is? Because if it is, sign me up. Sign me 
up because I don’t want that in my 
kids’ library, and that is actually the 
fundamental question. 

Are we going to stand up and say we 
are going to stand up for our kids? Are 
we, in this body, are people who just 
want normalcy and their lives back in 
legislatures across this country and in 
governors’ mansions across this coun-
try going to stand up and say yes, 
there is man and there is woman; and 
no, the men shouldn’t compete against 
women in their swim meets or their 
track meets. 

No, we shouldn’t put pornography of 
any kind, straight, gay, otherwise, in 
the public libraries of our kids’ schools, 
and then be labeled as book banners; 
because if that is what you are going to 
do, I am going to stand up and say yes. 

Meanwhile, my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle want to shut 
down free speech. They want to say 
anything I am saying—in fact, what I 
am saying right now, they would say is 
disinformation. What I am saying right 
now, they would say if I put it on social 
media, they would be all too happy to 
have Big Tech companies with the 
power of government shut down my 
speech. 

Now, I am protected on the floor of 
the House, but every American is sup-
posed to be protected with free speech. 
I am going to keep saying it. I am 
going to keep saying that Lia Thomas 
is a dude, and I will say it here, and I 
will say it on social media, and I will 
say it on the streets. If they dare try to 
stop me, that is what the First Amend-
ment is all about, and we are going to 
stand up and defend that. We are going 
to stand up and defend normalcy. 

We had accusations that, oh, this is 
all made up. We actually had somebody 
in one of the hearings today in which 
we were talking about transgender 
issues and so-called dysphoria, we had 
a young lady who, I could barely speak 
after I heard her testimony. I could 
barely figure out what to say to her be-
cause she had started to be 
transitioned, changed sex, realized that 
she was going to lose the ability as a 
woman to breastfeed her children— 
hopefully one day—and she stopped. 

She was testifying today about the 
horrors of the pressure being placed 
upon her to change her sex. She broke 
down in tears. 

Then she was talking about one of 
the other witnesses at the table, a 
mom that was talking about her child, 
the Democratic witness, and saying 
how important it was to be able to 
have the transition. 

Here is what our witness, Chloe Cole 
said: 

‘‘I understand that Mrs. Reynolds is 
scared for her child and I just want to 
set the record straight that I don’t 
hate her. I don’t think anyone in this 
room hates her. 

‘‘In fact,’’ she said as she began to 
cry, and all of us, by the way, on the 
dais were holding back tears, ‘‘I see my 
own mother and my own father in her, 
and that clearly she dearly loves her 
child and she is doing the best with 
that she has been given and, unfortu-
nately, it is not much, and for that I 
am sorry.’’ 

She remained emotional and she con-
tinued, she said: 

‘‘I think every parent deserves the 
utmost grace and guidance with how to 
help their child. I don’t wish for her 
child to have the same result as I did. 

‘‘I don’t wish for anyone to regret 
transition or detransition because it is 
incredibly difficult. It comes with its 
own difficulties and it is not easy.’’ 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle call that hate speech. They 
say that if we bring these questions up 
about transitioning people’s sex, their 
God-given chromosomes and sex be-
cause you have got pressure on social 
media and the devil that is or are these 
devices that our kids spend hundreds of 
hours on, and you wonder, if I dare say 
that, oh, no, that is hate speech. 

If you think I am crazy, look around 
the world. Look around the world. We 
had a public official in Finland who 
was being prosecuted last year, pros-
ecuted, and is still having to go 
through it, for daring to have distrib-
uted materials saying that she believed 
in traditional marriage instead of 
same-sex marriage. She was being pros-
ecuted, despite being a member of the 
Parliament. 

I am just telling you, America, it is 
coming to a theater near you. Don’t 
think for a minute that the people who 
are decrying what I am saying as hate 
speech don’t want me to be in jail for 
it. They do, in a heartbeat. I would be 
put in jail for daring to stand up in de-
fense of my faith, my values, my be-
liefs and, in this case, for simply say-
ing there is man and there is woman. 
That is where we stand as a society. 

I heard my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle—this is not what I 
came to the floor to talk about, by the 
way. But I heard my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle talking about 
schools and how we want to, you know, 
scare parents, by talking about these 
issues. This is all to scare parents they 
said in the hearing. 

Well, how about this? Today, news 
report: Vermont school district re-
moves male and female from the repro-
ductive system lessons. 

Let that sink in for a minute. I want 
you to think about it. 

What is the first thing you do if you 
are a farmer and you get a new calf, or 
you are trying to—what do you do? Is 
it a boy or a girl? 

What is the first thing you do when 
your baby is born? Is it a boy or a girl? 

They are literally taking out of the 
lessons in the Vermont school district 
on reproductive system, they are tak-
ing out male and female. That is so 
bat-crap crazy I can’t even possibly put 
it into words. 
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Yet, I am the one, according to my 

colleagues on other side of the aisle, 
who is hateful because we are trying to 
pass in a National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act language to say that per-
haps—color me crazy—our Defense De-
partment should be focused on a mis-
sion to kill people and blow stuff up 
when called upon to do so, hopefully, 
on a limited basis, but really dadgum 
effectively when called upon to do so. 

I think if I polled most Americans, 
they would say I want my defense to be 
better than every other country, by an 
order of magnitude, highly trained; and 
I don’t think any of them would rank 
diversity, equity, inclusion, or 
transgender surgeries high on the na-
tional defense authorization list of pri-
orities, or climate change. 

I don’t think most of my constitu-
ents care that they drive around bat-
tery-powered jeeps or battery-powered 
Hummers or battery-powered tanks. 
They actually want them to work. 
They actually want them to blow 
things up. 

So we dare to say, how about the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act focus 
on defense? 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle come down crying hate, cry-
ing that we are injecting culture wars 
into the Defense Department. Well, 
wait. Who exactly is it that injected 
culture wars into the Defense Depart-
ment? This administration, my Demo-
cratic colleagues, and we are trying to 
get defense back on track. We did so, 
by the way. 

But our Democratic colleagues in the 
Senate are going to refuse to take up 
the version of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act that we passed. They 
are going to want to cleanse it. 

Let’s not forget, some of my col-
leagues from the other side of the aisle, 
that when they cleanse it, what they 
are really doing is polluting the De-
partment of Defense, which is driving 
down recruiting and driving down our 
effectiveness. We are losing simula-
tions by the day. Our numbers are 
going down by the day. Our effective-
ness is going down by the day. Our 
stockpiles are going down by the day 
because they have turned the Depart-
ment of Defense into a social engineer-
ing experiment wrapped in a uniform, 
and that is criminal and we shouldn’t 
stand for it. 

That is not the only thing we 
shouldn’t stand for. Yesterday, I had 
the pleasure of having Alejandro 
Mayorkas, the Department of Home-
land Security Secretary before us in 
the Judiciary Committee. I reminded 
the Secretary that about 15 months 
ago he appeared before the Judiciary 
Committee. 

When he did so, I asked him, point 
blank, Mr. Secretary, do you have, in 
your job as the Secretary, operational 
control of the border? He said, I do. 

I said, wait. You have operational 
control of the border? I pulled up the 
statute, the Secure Fence Act, which 
requires this country and the Sec-

retary carrying out his job to maintain 
operational control. 

b 1645 

I pulled up a second board with the 
statute definition of operational con-
trol. It means you do not allow any-
body to come across the border and 
into our country without papers and 
knowing who they are. You don’t allow 
illegal trafficking. You don’t allow 
narcotics to come across. You have 
operational control of the border. 

I put all that up. I said, are you sure 
you have operational control of the 
border? The Secretary said, I do. I 
pushed on it multiple times. 

Funny enough, in a different hearing 
later this year over in the Senate, the 
Secretary changed his tune. He said: 
Well, by that definition under the Se-
cure Defense Act, I don’t use that one. 
Under that definition, nobody has ever 
had operational control. 

The fact is, the Secretary wants the 
American people to believe that our 
country is in charge of our border when 
anybody with eyes knows that it is the 
cartels that have operational control of 
our border. It is wide open and lawless 
while Americans are dying as a result 
of fentanyl poisonings; migrants are 
dying in the false name of compassion, 
as my Democratic colleagues pat them-
selves on the back while 53 people roast 
in a tractor-trailer in San Antonio, 
which I represent; and little girls are 
sold into the sex trafficking trade, as 
exposed in the ‘‘Sound of Freedom.’’ 
Cartels are making tens of billions of 
dollars moving human beings for prof-
it. 

That is what is happening, and my 
Democratic colleagues don’t care, and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 
doesn’t care. The Secretary of Home-
land Security lied in front of me, in 
front of the entire Judiciary Com-
mittee, in front of all America, by say-
ing that he has operational control of 
the border when faced with the statute, 
knowing what it means and knowing 
full well that he does not, we do not, 
our country does not. 

Governor Abbott was being criticized 
on the floor today by my colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle because he is 
putting up barriers. He is putting 
Texas DPS, Department of Public Safe-
ty, troopers down on the Rio Grande. 
He is deploying barriers in the middle 
of the Rio Grande. He is being criti-
cized for being heartless. 

Who is it that is heartless? Those 
who want the rule of law enforced and 
to tell the world that you don’t flood 
our borders in a way that is going to 
empower cartels and endanger yourself, 
or is it heartless to allow all of those 
people to get sold into the sex traf-
ficking trade, die in the Texas heat, get 
abused, get used by cartels like the 
Federal judge in Texas who upward de-
parted a few weeks ago from the pen-
alties under our statutes and the sen-
tencing guidelines because he ran 
across a case where the cartels had a 
stash house in Fort Worth, Texas, a 

man illegally here, a father who was in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and he was being 
told by the cartels his daughter would 
be raped if he didn’t pay $23,000. 

That is happening every day in our 
country, every single day in the sup-
posed greatest country on the face of 
the Earth and in history. We stand 
here, 435 of us, in front of that flag, and 
that flag is supposed to mean some-
thing, and it sure as hell doesn’t mean 
anything if little girls are getting 
raped right here in D.C., up the road in 
Baltimore, in Houston, in San Antonio, 
in Laredo, in Fort Worth. 

We have evidence it is happening 
every day, and we don’t do anything 
about it except pat ourselves on the 
back and say, well, we can just inter-
pret parole and interpret asylum laws 
and just tell the world to come on up 
through Mexico, but don’t mind the 
fact that thousands of you are going to 
die. You are going to get used by the 
cartels. You are going to pay millions 
of dollars, and your little girls are 
going to get exploited—the sound of 
freedom, indeed. 

We should be ashamed of ourselves. 
By the way, that goes for Republicans 
and Democrats because it has happened 
under both of our watches for far too 
long. 

Why am I standing in front of this 
chart? Because, about 4 months ago, we 
passed in this body H.R. 2. We passed 
legislation that we know—we don’t be-
lieve; we know—would take significant 
strides to securing the border of the 
United States, reestablishing oper-
ational control, limiting the flow, lim-
iting the power of cartels, empowering 
ICE, empowering Border Patrol, rees-
tablishing the rule of law so that we 
can be the beacon of hope that people 
want to aspire to come here to live 
under. Of course, that bill is sitting 
over in the Senate that doesn’t give a 
whit. 

What do we do about it? That is my 
question for Republicans. I can sit here 
and bash my Democratic colleagues all 
day long for not caring about what is 
happening in Texas, for not caring 
about the five kids in the school dis-
trict where I live who died from 
fentanyl poisoning, not caring about 
the 200 a day dying from fentanyl poi-
soning while fentanyl pours cross our 
border, not caring about what is hap-
pening to Border Patrol agents, not 
caring that the Secretary of Homeland 
Security lied about Border Patrol 
agents allegedly whipping Haitian mi-
grants, which we knew didn’t happen 
and the Secretary knew didn’t happen 2 
hours before he went to the micro-
phone and said they did it and they did 
it because of systemic racism. 

All of that is true, and my Demo-
cratic colleagues will not want to pass 
H.R. 2. So, what will Republicans do 
about it? That is the question, and the 
answer is that we should recognize the 
power of the purse. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 06:09 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00091 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K27JY7.062 H27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4126 July 27, 2023 
James Madison, Federalist Paper No. 

58: ‘‘The House of Representatives can-
not only refuse, but they alone can pro-
pose the supplies requisite for the sup-
port of government. They, in a word, 
hold the purse. . . . This power over the 
purse may, in fact, be regarded as’’— 
and this is the most important part— 
‘‘the most complete and effectual 
weapon with which any constitution 
can arm the immediate representatives 
of the people for obtaining a redress of 
every grievance and for carrying into 
effect every just and salutary meas-
ure.’’ 

What that means is, we get to decide 
how the tax dollars and the borrowed 
dollars are spent to carry out the laws 
of the United States and no one else. 
We control the power of the purse. We 
are the people’s House. It is our job to 
decide how those dollars are spent and 
then hold the executive branch ac-
countable for carrying out the laws 
using those taxpayer dollars. 

That is not only our opportunity; it 
is our duty in the House of Representa-
tives. 

That is the question for Republicans. 
Will we take inventory and decide 
whether we care more about steak din-
ners at night, making a golf event, or 
coming down to do three votes in a 
week and then getting home for the 
weekend? 

I mean, I noticed today is Thursday. 
We have one appropriations bill passed. 
We are not coming in tomorrow. We 
are blowing out for a 6-week recess. 
The government is going to run out of 
money on September 30. That is one 
thing we know. 

Most people I represent would tell 
you that they don’t think we ought to 
spend more money, that we ought to 
spend less. So, the question is, between 
now and September 30, approximately 
60 days from now, are we going to find 
the ability to pass appropriations bills 
that reduce spending, take our country 
back, and, most importantly, check the 
executive branch from the tyranny 
that they are engaging in over the 
American people? 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity is decidedly not securing the 
homeland. It is just true by any objec-
tive measure. 

Last September, I asked my House 
and Senate Republican colleagues if 
they would vote for a CR and continue 
to fund the tyranny being waged by 
this administration. I sent a letter 
with six pages of examples of how a CR 
would continue funding the very things 
the GOP Members of this body cam-
paign against. 

That was September 27 of last year, 
about 40 days before the November 
election. What are the things GOP 
Members campaign against? Open bor-
ders and funding for open borders; au-
thoritarian bureaucrats, the FBI, the 
IRS, the ATF, and the funding for 
those bureaucrats; tyrannical public 
health agencies that shut down our 
economy, mandated vaccines, man-
dated masks, and funding for those 

agencies; destructive energy policies 
through the Inflation Reduction Act, 
EPA, and Department of Energy under-
mining the ability of this country to 
produce reliable energy that makes the 
world work—by the way, 3 billion peo-
ple on this planet do not have reliable 
energy and a billion people don’t have 
electricity at all; funding for radical, 
anti-American ideologies at the De-
partment of Education, NPR, and HHS; 
funding for the degradation of our na-
tional security with a woke Depart-
ment of Defense. Nevertheless, 22 Sen-
ate Republicans still supported the CR, 
as did 10 House Republicans. 

Funding runs out on September 30, 
and here we sit, once again—with two 
notable differences. We are now oper-
ating under bloated spending levels es-
tablished by the FY23 omnibus bill 
passed last December. If you don’t 
know what that means, it is just the 
way this place works. Spending runs 
out in September. If we haven’t passed 
appropriations bills through both bod-
ies that are signed by the President, 
people freak out. They want the lights 
to stay on. October 1 rolls around, and 
they pass a continuing resolution to 
keep the government going. Might pass 
it for a day or a week or a month. 
Often, they pass it for about 75 days. 

Why would you do that on September 
30 for about 75 days? Do the math. That 
ends up in the middle of December. The 
uniparty establishment of Washington 
elite, who doesn’t give a crap about 
debt, who doesn’t care about what is 
happening in their country at the end 
of the day, really cares more about get-
ting home for Christmas. That is why. 

What happened last December? That 
happened. A couple of days before 
Christmas, a $1.7 trillion omnibus 
spending bill was passed, funding 
Ukraine to the tune of about $45 bil-
lion, increasing defense spending by 
about 10 percent, increasing nondefense 
by about 7 percent. All of that got done 
while what? While we are at $32 trillion 
of debt and counting, long before, by 
the way, a big deal was cut raising 
your debt another $4 trillion on Memo-
rial Day. 

Again, that happened while Repub-
licans were in charge of the House, and 
17 Republican Senators voted for that. 
Why? I will tell you why: The defense 
establishment in this town, combined 
with those who wanted to try to do 
something for Ukraine, said: Well, we 
know we have a lot of debt, but we 
have to cut a deal. I want to go home 
for Christmas. I want to wear a blue 
and yellow pin on my lapel. I want to 
feel good about myself. That is okay. I 
will pass the buck down to my kids and 
grandkids with a big pile of debt. 

Again, I am going to ask my Repub-
lican colleagues, will we vote to con-
tinue to fund this tyrannical govern-
ment while our border is wide open, lit-
tle girls are getting abused, some 80,000 
to 90,000 Americans a year are dying 
from fentanyl poisoning, cartels are in 
power, and China is in power? Are we 
going to continue to do that? 
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We have the power of the purse. Will 

we use it, or will we curl up in a little 
ball, like we tend to do every single 
year, and say: ‘‘Oh, no, they are going 
to criticize us for a government shut-
down’’? Every year, like clockwork. 

I am all for moving the appropria-
tions bills and getting them done by 
September 30, but I can promise you, as 
sure as the Sun is coming up tomor-
row, CHUCK SCHUMER and Senate Demo-
crats are not going to bless the appro-
priations bills that we move through 
the House. They are not going to. They 
are going to then want to claim it is 
Republicans who are shutting down the 
government. 

The question is, when we wake up on 
October 1, are we Republicans going to 
have agreed to spend even one more 
dollar to advance a tyrannical govern-
ment that is stepping over the rights of 
the American people at the Depart-
ment of Justice and the FBI, that is 
funding a woke government at the De-
partment of Defense that leaves $85 bil-
lion behind in Afghanistan with no real 
accountability? 

Importantly, for the purpose of what 
I want to talk about more right now, is 
the border. We have seen 5.6 million il-
legal crossings since January 2021. 
Under Secretary Mayorkas and Presi-
dent Biden, the number of known or 
suspected terrorists caught by border 
agents has increased each year: fiscal 
year 2021, 15, their first year; FY22, 98; 
FY23, 140 so far. 

You think: ‘‘Oh, gosh, they are doing 
their job. They caught all these guys.’’ 
Well, what about the 1.8 million or so 
got-aways? Is anybody concerned about 
the got-aways when you know you have 
140, so far, individuals nabbed who are 
known or suspected terrorists? 

We have lost 85,000 kids, gone miss-
ing, can’t track them. 

As I said before, Border Patrol has 
seized 22,000 pounds of fentanyl. I don’t 
know if you understand, but a sugar 
packet of fentanyl could kill most of 
the people in this room, depending on 
its strength. They have seized 22,000 
pounds of fentanyl, which would kill 
hundreds of millions of people. 

China sells the printing presses to 
cartels to make the pills that are kill-
ing our kids, kids that take Xanax or 
Adderall, boom, one pill, dead. It hap-
pens all across America. There are 
72,815 fentanyl poisonings, 200 per day. 

I represent Texas. As of this month, 
46 Texas counties have declared an in-
vasion because of the number and vol-
ume of migrants entering their com-
munities. They have to deal with 
schools. They have to deal with hos-
pitals. They have to deal with crime. 
They have to have police do the job 
that needs to be done. They have to 
deal with bailouts. They have to deal 
with fences getting cut. They have to 
deal with livestock getting out. They 
have to deal with fentanyl pouring into 
their communities. They have to deal 
with marijuana traffic. They have to 
deal with all sorts of dangers. 
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Texas has appropriated $10 billion to 

deal with the border. Texas should get 
that paid back. 

I will be very clear. This Member of 
Congress will not vote for a single CR 
or DHS appropriations bill that does 
not address the border security issue, 
turning H.R. 2 into law, removing the 
actors at DHS that refuse to do their 
job, and paying Texas back for the 
damage being done to the State I rep-
resent. 

I am not going to be alone. If those 
Senators think they are going to roll 
us, they have a fight on their hands— 
including Republican Senators. I don’t 
care what party you are in. I don’t care 
if you are a Republican or a Democrat. 
The time for our border being in chaos 
and dangerous and endangering mi-
grants and endangering Americans, the 
time for that to end is now, not after 
another Presidential election. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle say: ‘‘Oh, we like to use all of 
this for politics, to raise money, to 
campaign on it.’’ My constituents are 
sick of hearing about it. I don’t get a 
whole lot of praise from my constitu-
ents for talking about it. They want us 
to end it. They are exhausted—ranch-
ers breaking down in tears, 75-year-old 
crusty Texans who find a dead body on 
their ranch or are worried about their 
children, their livestock getting out, 
the ranch that has been in their family 
for years. Moms come to me having 
lost their children, like Stephanie Tur-
ner, who lost her son, Tucker, and who 
I have gotten to know, along with doz-
ens of others. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security 
has the audacity to come before the 
House Judiciary Committee and say he 
has it all under control and lie. Yet, a 
number of my Republican colleagues 
run around going, well, that is not a 
high crime or misdemeanor. Constitu-
tional scholars, indeed. 

It is, in fact, an impeachable offense 
to lie under oath, and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security has lied under 
oath. Putting aside all the other stuff, 
putting aside ignoring the laws, put-
ting aside endangering Americans, all 
purposefully, put all of that aside, you 
think, ‘‘Oh, that is maladministration. 
Maladministration was rejected by the 
Founders. Don’t you see, Chip?’’ I get 
these lessons all the time, Con Law 101, 
from my colleagues. 

First of all, not 100 percent true. Mal-
administration is viewed by some of 
the people who have studied this to 
have been subsumed into what was 
known to be high crimes and mis-
demeanors at the time our Constitu-
tion was adopted. 

Put that aside. The Secretary lied to 
us. That should mean something. That 
should matter. We should act on it. Ei-
ther remove him or stop funding him 
or both. 

I am going to call the question. This 
is fair warning. Oh, don’t surprise me, 
I am told around here. Don’t be sur-
prised. It is July right now. We have 60 
days until the government runs out of 

funding. I am telling you, I will fight 
the rule. I will fight every bill that 
comes to this floor that in any way 
will fund the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to continue to lie and fail to 
secure the homeland. 

The things that we need to do we laid 
out in H.R. 2, the bill we passed this 
spring to secure the border: restart in-
frastructure, border wall construction; 
clear the cane; build roads; provide the 
resources needed to actually contain 
the flow; permanently implement the 
remain in Mexico policy that President 
Trump adopted that requires migrants 
to stay south of the border while any 
asylum claim is adjudicated; end catch 
and release; keep migrant families to-
gether while their claims are proc-
essed; treat minors from noncontig-
uous countries the same as we treat 
minors from Mexico by saying we will 
return them to their families; and end 
parole abuse and asylum abuse, restor-
ing them to their original intent. 

These things will reestablish the very 
rule of law that attracts migrants to 
come here. If you think and say, as my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
often do, that this is anti-Brown, anti- 
Hispanic racism, that is a lie. Talk to 
Hispanic Texans, Hispanic Americans, 
sick of watching their communities get 
decimated, sick of watching the rule of 
law crumble, sick of watching cartels 
get into power, sick of watching their 
own die from fentanyl poisoning. 

I am not going to allow the race-bait-
ing and the game that we are going to 
call you racist to cow me away from 
standing up and defending the border of 
the United States, which we are re-
quired to do. I am not going to do it. 

That is why I am going to keep offer-
ing amendments to end diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion programs. I am 
going to keep offering amendments to 
stop the racial division being sowed by 
my colleagues on the other side of 
aisle, including the President of the 
United States and everybody running 
these agencies, undermining our De-
partment of Defense, dividing our 
country, sowing seeds of hatred rather 
than bringing us together under that 
flag united. We should end it. I am not 
going to back away from it ever. 

Let me close with one final point. I 
have some colleagues who I know want 
some time, and I will be happy to give 
it to them. 

I have focused a lot on the border. 
There are a lot of things that need to 
change. When we passed the Limit, 
Save, Grow Act as a Republican Party 
in, I think, April, I felt that was one of 
the high watermarks, along with pass-
ing H.R. 2, of this Congress and laying 
out a vision for where we want to take 
the country—find a path forward to 
balance the budget, limit spending, cut 
the size and scope of the Federal bu-
reaucracy, secure the border of the 
United States, limit the devastating 
damage that the so-called Inflation Re-
duction Act will be causing on our abil-
ity to be energy independent and the 
strength of our national security from 

energy freedom, cutting down the ex-
pansion of the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice. There are other items in that, but 
we laid out an agenda. I hope we will 
stick with that as we go through the 
appropriations process. 

In addition to the border, I have to 
say that the Inflation Reduction Act, 
which is effectively funding slavery in 
China, Congo, and around the world, 
needs to be ended, needs to be capped, 
limited, or ended. 

Goldman Sachs estimates the IRA’s 
unreliable energy subsidies will cost 
$1.2 trillion. Do you want to know how 
you ended up with $32 trillion, soon to 
be $36 trillion, in debt? There you go. 
We pass a debt ceiling limit increase. 
Within a month, we had already added 
another trillion dollars to the debt. 

The IRA massively subsidizes EV 
purchases and manufacturing. The 
EPA has mandated two-thirds of new 
cars be EVs by 2032. I live in Texas. 
Driving from Austin to Midland ain’t 
easy to do in an electric vehicle. I also 
don’t have $70,000 sitting around to buy 
a new car that then is expensive to deal 
with when the battery goes out. 

All of this is heavily owned by China. 
China has 80-plus percent, pushing 90 
percent, of the battery-making manu-
facturing base. We are literally hand-
ing to China our entire energy secu-
rity. It is like literally one of the 
stupidest things a free people has ever 
done. At a moment when we have mili-
tary strength and economic strength 
that is being challenged around the 
world, the geniuses of this administra-
tion and my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle decide we need to turn 
over our energy industry to our adver-
sary. 

It is so much worse. The Democratic 
Republic of the Congo produces 70 per-
cent of the world’s cobalt. NPR re-
ported on how modern-day slavery in 
the DRC powers the rechargeable bat-
tery economy with children and mines. 
There are probably 10,000 to 15,000 tun-
nels that are dug by hand by artisanal 
miners. None of them have supports, 
ventilation shafts, rock bolts, anything 
like that, and these tunnels collapse all 
the time, burying alive children who 
are down there. 

Trafficking—you have these mali-
cious, sometimes called commandos, 
who will abduct children, traffic chil-
dren, and recruit children from other 
parts of the DRC. 

China owns 80 percent of the indus-
trial cobalt mines in the DRC and con-
trols 15 of the 19 primary mines in the 
country. It controls almost 80 percent 
of electric vehicle battery manufac-
turing. Eighty percent of solar panels 
installed in the U.S. come from Chi-
nese firms. I could go on and on. 

Meanwhile, while they do this, China 
has 1,100 coal-fired plants. We have 250. 
China is building two new coal-fired 
plants every week. We are sitting 
around playing unicorn games saying, 
hey, let’s throw up a few more wind-
mills and solar panels and just hope 
that we will be able to get our power 
from China. 
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Can you image, in 1939, going: Hey, 
let’s go over to Germany and say, Why 
don’t you provide our energy, we have 
a deal for you—or Japan. Here we sit. I 
want to bring it back to the final point 
and then I will be yielding time to my 
colleagues in whichever order they 
choose. 

This is about humanity. We are em-
powering tyrants who are abusing chil-
dren in mines around the world, enrich-
ing a handful of leftist elitists in the 
country through corporate cronyism to 
the tune of $1.2 trillion in the so-called 
Inflation Reduction Act while little 
children get exploited. 

My colleagues on the other side of 
the aisle pat themselves on the back 
because they are fixing things for cli-
mate change. No, you are not. You are 
not denting CO2 production. You could 
get rid of every single internal combus-
tion engine and you are going to drop 
CO2 production by 2 or 3 percent. 

Meanwhile, our border is wide open. 
Meanwhile, as I said today, while I am 
sitting here in this Chamber a little 
girl has been driven up I–95 through the 
Nation’s capital up to New York as 
part of the sex trafficking trade. The 
data indicates that it is so prevalent 
that it is likely true. 

We know of the stash houses around 
this country. We know of the abuses 
being perpetrated on children. We 
know of the deaths of our children in 
this country to fentanyl poisoning. I 
am not going to subsidize and fund 
evil. 

I am asking my Republican col-
leagues to join me in committing—be-
fore we get to the September 30 shut-
down—to join our arms together and 
stand to thwart an administration that 
is tyrannically undermining our free-
dom and our safety in Texas and 
throughout this country. Little chil-
dren, our kids, and our people are 
dying by the thousands because we 
refuse to do the basic duty of govern-
ment, which is to secure our national 
borders. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. LANGWORTHY). 

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ROY) for yielding to me. 

Mr. Speaker, as we go through our 
appropriations process, as we started 
here today, we must ensure that the 
United States is prepared to combat 
China. While the left wants us to focus 
on the latest partisan pet project, Chi-
na’s actions demand comprehensive 
and strategic response to safeguard our 
national security, economic competi-
tiveness, and democratic values. 

Internationally, China’s aggressive 
military buildup poses a direct chal-
lenge to the United States. With the 
largest Navy in the world and efforts to 
rival our capabilities, it is crucial that 
we prioritize investments in our de-
fense to deter any potential aggression 
and to protect our interests in the 
Indo-Pacific region. Additionally, the 
PLA Rocket Force’s efforts to build a 

significant stockpile suggests that 
China is preparing for long-term com-
petition and conflict. 

China’s global infrastructure projects 
further solidify its position as a trade 
and economic power. While economic 
cooperation is important, we must be 
cautious of the potential debt-trap di-
plomacy where China leverages loans 
to seize assets and influence the poli-
cies of indebted countries. This under-
mines the sovereignty of nations and 
challenges the rules-based inter-
national system, and directly counters 
democratic values. 

Closer to our own borders, China’s 
ambitions in South and Central Amer-
ica and its plans to establish a listen-
ing station, as they call it, in Cuba to 
monitor U.S. bases are clear signs of 
their growing assertiveness and aggres-
sion. We must not underestimate their 
determination to expand their influ-
ence and challenge our homeland secu-
rity. 

We are also engaged in a tech race 
with China. While we currently hold an 
edge in innovation and technology, 
complacency could lead to China over-
taking our sector. We must invest in 
research, education, and technological 
advancements to maintain our lead and 
secure our national interests, not to 
mention the use of social media like 
TikTok to gather data on our citizens. 

Furthermore, the influx of cheap 
goods from China into the United 
States has had more adverse con-
sequences, well beyond the surface that 
people understand. It cuts the incen-
tive for American manufacturing and 
promotes China’s use of forced labor, 
which goes against our values as a Na-
tion that upholds human rights and 
fair labor practices. 

We cannot afford to ignore the chal-
lenges posed by China’s rise and asser-
tiveness. We must be prepared to take 
a comprehensive approach that com-
bines strengthening our defense capa-
bilities, upholding democratic values, 
investing in our economy and tech-
nology, and safeguarding our citizens’ 
interests in data. 

This is not about escalating tensions 
or seeking confrontation, but rather 
about responsibly protecting our great 
Nation’s interests and encouraging 
global peace and stability through 
American strengths. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I yield to the 
gentleman from Utah (Mr. OWENS). 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to support the U.S.-Taiwan part-
nership. I recently joined a congres-
sional delegation to visit Taiwan. 
While in Taiwan I met with President 
Tsai Ing-wen and discussed our shared 
national security, economic, and polit-
ical interests. 

I also witnessed firsthand how patri-
otic and fiercely resilient the people of 
this island nation are in the face of an 
increasingly aggressive Communist 
China. 

Taiwan is a critical partner to the 
United States in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion and shares our unwavering com-

mitment to freedom, liberty, and de-
mocracy in every corner of the world. 

Moreover, we have longstanding eco-
nomic ties. 

Taiwan is America’s eighth largest 
trading partner, and America is Tai-
wan’s second largest trading partner. 

Taiwan’s ingenuity, entrepreneurial 
spirit, and skilled workforce have re-
sulted in an island nation of just 23 
million people producing 90 percent of 
the global semiconductor supply—vital 
components in the microelectronics 
ecosystem—and essential to life in our 
modern digital age. 

In addition to strong economic col-
laboration, Utah and Taiwan have 
strengthened their relationship 
through educational and cultural ex-
change programs. 

The decades-long economic, cultural, 
and geopolitical bond between our two 
beloved countries has established a leg-
acy of mutual understanding, regional 
security partnership, and deep appre-
ciation for our shared values. 

Unfortunately, the Chinese Com-
munist Party’s evil regime increas-
ingly encroaches on the territorial in-
tegrity of Taiwan with provocative 
military exercises and the buildup of 
its armed forces in the region. This 
threatens the rules-based international 
order. 

That is why I joined the House Re-
publican majority to establish the Se-
lect House Committee on the Chinese 
Communist Party to counter the immi-
nent danger posed by the CCP to the 
strength, resilience, and sovereignty of 
Taiwan. 

Mr. Speaker, I was proud to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on the fiscal year 2024 National 
Defense Authorization Act, the NDAA, 
to provide robust investment in our de-
fensive capabilities in the Taiwan 
Strait and support their right to defend 
themselves from CCP aggression. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Taiwan Caucus, I reaffirm my commit-
ment to policies that continue to im-
prove the U.S.-Taiwan ties and enhance 
America’s military infrastructure in 
the Indo-Pacific region and ensure 
peace in the South China Sea. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
friend from Utah. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR), 
my friend. 

Ms. SALAZAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome Miami’s new resi-
dent, and futbol legend, Lionel Messi. 
It is an honor to host a world-class ath-
lete in my district. 

Messi signed onto Miami’s soccer 
team, Inter Miami, which kicked off its 
inaugural season in Major League Soc-
cer 3 years ago. His presence is already 
making an impact in my community. 
He brought home the first win of the 
2023 Leagues Cup with a free kick in 
the 94th minute of the game. 

Today, Messi is a household name, 
but he was born to humble beginnings 
in Argentina. His father was a manager 
at a steel factory and his mother 
worked in another factory. 
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He started playing futbol at the age 

of 4, coached by his father, making his 
senior debut at 18 years old. He credits 
his dedication to soccer to his beloved 
grandmother, Celia, and continues to 
honor her at every game he plays. 

Some of his many achievements in-
clude winning the World Cup and its 
Player of the Tournament award in 
2022, being named best FIFA player 
three times, and winning the Cham-
pions League four times. 

He has scored over 800 goals at club 
level and he scored the most goals of 
any player in a calendar year with 79 of 
them. 

Personally, Messi is a devout Catho-
lic and lives his faith through chari-
table works. He established the Leo 
Messi Foundation in 2007, working to 
improve children’s access to healthcare 
and education. 

Inter Miami is blessed to have this 
elite player on their team, and the sig-
nificance of his presence extends be-
yond the field. 

This extraordinary player is going to 
inspire children in my district to work 
hard to achieve their dreams. He said, 
‘‘I start early and I stay late, day after 
day, year after year. It took me 17 
years and 114 days to become an over-
night success.’’ 

The lesson he is conveying is that 
you can pray for a house, but some-
times God gives you a hammer, lum-
ber, nails, and talent. Don’t be fooled 
into thinking that he did not answer 
you, you have to put in the hard work. 

Every person has the opportunity to 
succeed if they are dedicated to accom-
plishing their goals, especially in this 
country, the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I welcome Messi to 
Miami, and may his hard work be an 
inspiration to everyone who has a 
dream for their life. God bless him, his 
wife, and his three sons as they begin a 
new life in Miami, which is part of the 
27th Congressional District, the best 
district in the United States. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentlewoman for her remarks. 

Mr. Speaker, I close by recognizing 
an individual that I have grown very 
fond of in my time here at the House of 
Representatives. I don’t do a lot of 
these Special Orders and come down 
and talk about individuals, but since I 
have been in the House, getting to 
know Joyce Hamlett has been an ex-
traordinary pleasure and honor. 

I wish Joyce were on the floor at this 
moment because she is going to be re-
tiring here shortly, either tomorrow or 
next week. She has worked here on the 
Hill for 35 years. 

Speaker MCCARTHY already gave a 
fantastic speech detailing her bio and 
background. She grew up in North 
Carolina and she will be returning to 
North Carolina. She devoted 35 years 
here, working up from being in the caf-
eteria with her mom, if I remember 
correctly from Speaker MCCARTHY’s 
speech, and serving as the elevator op-
erator. 

For over a decade, she has faithfully 
protected the mace. The mace of the 

House of Representatives is one of the 
oldest symbols of the United States 
Government representing Congress’ 
order and authority. Her duty is to pro-
tect the mace that opens the House 
each day and closes it each night. 

Mr. Speaker, I would note she was 
also responsible for keeping decorum 
on the floor of the House of Represent-
atives, and I have been the recipient of 
her admonition on more than one occa-
sion. It has been, frankly, an honor to 
receive it. 

Mr. Speaker, I will miss her and I 
wish her God speed in her retirement. I 
thank her and all the staff that serve 
the House of Representatives. She is 
one of the best. I have worked with a 
lot of people over the years, she is an 
exceptional human being. We are a 
greater country and a greater body for 
her service. 

Mr. Speaker, God bless Joyce, and I 
hope to see her today or tomorrow be-
fore she goes off to North Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

HONORING FERNANDO 
VALENZUELA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
CÁRDENAS) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Fernando Valenzuela, 
former pitcher and current Spanish- 
language broadcaster for the Los Ange-
les Dodgers. He is a husband, father, 
grandfather, and on top of that he is a 
cultural icon for Latinos worldwide. 

b 1730 
Coming up on August 11, 2023, the Los 

Angeles Dodgers will be retiring his 
number, Number 34. 

This honor will cement his legacy 
with other Dodger greats such as Jack-
ie Robinson, Roy Campanella, and 
Sandy Koufax. It is certainly a fitting 
tribute. 

Fernando Valenzuela’s name is syn-
onymous with Los Angeles sports cul-
ture. His nickname, ‘‘El Toro,’’ and his 
iconic, unorthodox pitching windup, 
raising his hands above his head and 
glancing skyward before tossing his 
deadly screwball, is just as much a sta-
ple of Los Angeles sports history as 
Kobe Bryant’s 81-point game or Vin 
Scully’s legendary calls, but his impact 
extends far beyond Los Angeles. 

Fernando’s humble origins and cha-
risma made him an inspirational icon 
for Latinos across not only just Los 
Angeles, but the entire Nation. He ex-
panded the footprint of Latino players 
in the sport, building on the legacy of 
Latino players like Roberto Clemente 
transforming the demographics of base-
ball’s fan base and player base. 

Fernando’s inspirational story re-
flects the awesome potential that all 
immigrants can achieve their dreams 
right here in America. 

I am honored to stand before you 
today, Mr. Speaker, to share some of 
that beautiful and amazing history. 

Fernando Valenzuela was the young-
est of 12 children born to an impover-
ished family in the town of 
Etchohuaquila, Sonora, Mexico, in 1960. 
His parents, Avelino and Maria, were 
farm workers of native Mayo descent. 

While pitching in the Mexican league 
for the Mayos de Navojoa in 1979, 
Valenzuela stunned famous Dodger 
scout, Mike Brito, with his talent. 
After falling behind 3–0 in the count, 
Fernando tossed three perfect strikes 
to close out the game, prompting Brito 
and the Dodgers to take a gamble on 
Fernando. It took just over 1 year for 
Fernando to ascend to the majors. 

After signing Valenzuela in the sum-
mer of 1979, the Dodgers assigned him 
to the Lodi Dodgers of the High-A level 
California league, then to the San An-
tonio Dodgers of the Texas league. 

His stay in the minor leagues was 
short-lived, and in September of 1980, 
Valenzuela was called up to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. In the last month of 
the season, Valenzuela helped the 
Dodgers by pitching 17 scoreless relief 
innings. 

One year later, Fernando would expe-
rience a season that can only be char-
acterized as a spectacular dream come 
true. 1981 for the city of Los Angeles 
was our bicentennial, but really, only 
one word can describe 1981 in L.A.: 
Fernandomania. 

After a teammate suffered a last- 
minute injury, manager Tommy 
Lasorda named Fernando to be the 
Dodgers’ opening day starter. 

Fernando won his first eight starts, 
including five shutouts. After return-
ing from a midseason strike, Fernando 
won the Cy Young Award, Rookie of 
the Year, Silver Slugger, and a World 
Series. 

Fernando kept his streak alive off 
the field. He married the love of his 
life, Linda. The ceremony was attended 
by 4,000 people and drew congratula-
tions from then-President Ronald 
Reagan. Fernando and his wife, Linda, 
have four children. The couple cele-
brated their 41st anniversary last year. 

Fernando would continue to pitch for 
15 years with five additional teams, 
adding to his resume a no-hitter and 
six consecutive All-Star selections. 

Fernando’s impact on the field was 
phenomenal, and his greatest impact 
was actually off the field. 

Before Fernando, baseball largely ig-
nored Mexico as a scouting destination. 
Since Mel Almada, the first Mexico- 
born Major League Baseball player, 
debuted in 1933, Mexican players accu-
mulated little name recognition and 
few accolades beyond Bobby Avila and 
his batting title in 1954. 

While Fernando was not the first 
Mexican-born player on the Dodgers, 
he reached a new stratosphere of skill 
and popularity. His talent helped cata-
pult Mexico into a coveted destination 
for Major League scouting and funding. 
Fernando blazed a trail for future 
Mexican greats like pitchers Yovani 
Gallardo and Teddy Higuera. 

He helped build that infrastructure 
that cultivated the careers of fellow 
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Mexican Dodgers like Ismael Valdez, 
Esteban Loaiza, Adrian Gonzalez, and 
World Series champion, Julio Urias. 

Fernandomania transformed Los An-
geles baseball from a sport for the 
White upper-class people into a cul-
tural staple cherished by people of all 
colors, creeds, and backgrounds. He 
truly transformed not only the Dodgers 
but Los Angeles history. 

We must not forget the ugly history 
between the Dodgers and the families 
of Chavez Ravine. We must not forget 
the dark horrible events in history 
where hundreds of Latino families and 
other poor families of color were 
pushed out of their homes by the city 
of Los Angeles to build Dodgers Sta-
dium. This bitterness from the Latino 
community has lasted for decades, and 
some of it still lingers in the hearts 
and the minds of many. 

Fernando was able to be that bridge 
to unite everybody in Los Angeles 
under that shade of Dodger blue. 
Fueled by an outpouring of Latino 
fans, Fernando sold out 11 of his first 12 
home starts and pushed the Dodgers 
home attendance to a Major League 
Baseball record of 3.6 million fans in 
1982. 

Just like many Latinos, Fernando 
donned the modest demeanor of a man 
of humble origins. Fernando’s improb-
able journey from a Mexican pueblo to 
the center of the baseball universe in-
stilled a sense of optimism for all 
Latinos, many of whom had recently 
immigrated or were struggling with 
meager salaries and very, very difficult 
jobs and conditions. 

To the Latino community, Fernando 
was a peer and an inspiration and the 
embodiment of the dreams that do 
come true. 

Fernando’s impact on Latino commu-
nities extends far beyond my home city 
of Los Angeles. Latinos from coast to 
coast saw a reflection of themselves in 
Fernando. 

When the Dodgers packed their bags 
for a road trip, opposing teams would 
sell 13,000 more tickets per game when 
Fernando took the mound compared to 
other Dodger starters. 

Fernando was aware of his impact. 
During the height of his career, Fer-
nando said: ‘‘I knew I was representing 
Mexico to many people. I was aware of 
that.’’ 

Yet this titanic burden of embodying 
the face of a nation may still have been 
an underestimation. 

Throughout the Americas, from the 
United States, Mexico, the Caribbean, 
and Central America to South Amer-
ica, people turned out in droves to 
catch a glimpse of Fernando. He didn’t 
merely represent Mexico. He rep-
resented all of us. 

Perhaps one of the most qualified 
persons to speak on the impact of 
Fernandomania is Jaime Jarrin, the 
Dodger’s Spanish-language broad-
caster. He broadcasted for 64 years. 
Jaime began announcing games for the 
Dodgers in the 1950s as part of Major 
League Baseball’s first-ever, full-time 
Spanish-language broadcast. 

Jaime concluded his groundbreaking 
64-year career when he retired last 
year. He called games during 
Valenzuela’s entire Dodgers tenure and 
shared the broadcast booth with 
Valenzuela for over a decade and a half. 

Jaime has made no secret of the re-
spect and admiration he holds for his 
colleague, Fernando Valenzuela. Jaime 
has said that Valenzuela drew more 
fans than any other player in baseball 
history because he tapped into an en-
tirely new demographic. According to 
Jaime, before Valenzuela, the percent-
age of Latinos at Dodger games sat in 
the single digits. After a few years, 
that number ballooned to 30 percent, 
and today it has grown to almost 50 
percent, including my family members, 
my children, and my grandchildren. 

In Jaime’s words, Fernando created 
interest in baseball among people who 
did not know what baseball was. His 
monumental impact transformed the 
Dodgers and all Major League Baseball 
into a beacon of diversity both on and 
off the field and in the stands. 

Few players could be more deserving 
of his number being retired than Fer-
nando. 

I congratulate Fernando Valenzuela 
for his number being retired. 

I call on the Baseball Writers’ Asso-
ciation of America and the Veterans’ 
Affairs Committee to induct Fernando 
Valenzuela to the National Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 

His career and cultural influence, in-
cluding his ongoing work within the 
Dodgers on their Spanish-language 
broadcast is a true inspiration to ev-
eryone. 

I honor the incredible career of Fer-
nando Valenzuela as he takes his place 
enshrined forever in Dodger history. 

I look forward to seeing Number 34 
next to the greats such as Jackie Rob-
inson’s Number 42 and Sandy Koufax’s 
Number 32. 

As the great Dodger announcer Vin 
Scully said after Fernando threw his 
no-hitter on June 29, 1990, against the 
St. Louis Cardinals: ‘‘If you have a 
sombrero, throw it to the sky.’’ 

This is just a glimpse of the impact 
and the life of the legendary pitcher 
Fernando Valenzuela. 

I think it is important that we all 
understand that we do live in a great, 
great country. It is amazing to see 
when people have an opportunity to 
come to our great country, they truly 
are allowed to be the best that they 
can be. 

Fernando and many, many other peo-
ple who have come to this country 
have exuded that, and I truly do be-
lieve that immigrants who come to our 
great country are incredibly grateful 
not only for their opportunities but the 
love and loyalty that they show and 
have for the great country of the 
United States of America. 

I also say on behalf of my colleagues, 
especially my Los Angeles colleagues 
who couldn’t be here today and who 
would have loved to share some of their 
stories about what Fernandomania and 

what Fernando Valenzuela means to 
them, how proud we all are that they 
are retiring his number which is a tre-
mendous, tremendous honor that only 
comes to very few in any sport. 

I also want to share my own family’s 
story and history with Fernando 
Valenzuela. 

My mother and father came from 
Mexico. My father never participated 
in sports. He only went to school to the 
first grade. My mother went to school 
to the second grade. They were too 
poor to engage in sports. 

At the age of 5 and 6, their job was to 
work to help the family just get by. My 
parents came to this country and cer-
tainly appreciated every opportunity 
they were afforded here, especially 
watching their 11 American-borne citi-
zens in Los Angeles grow to our poten-
tial. 

I remember my mother would ask 
me: ‘‘Esta jugando Fernando?’’ ‘‘Is Fer-
nando playing today?’’ 

If I said yes, then Jaime Jarrin in 
Spanish on the radio got turned on, and 
she listened to the whole game. 

To be honest with you, Mr. Speaker, 
my mother, Maria, really didn’t under-
stand baseball, but she was proud of 
the fact that somebody from her coun-
try of Mexico was showing a positive 
impact and was competing with the 
best right here in our country of Amer-
ica. 

She didn’t have to understand base-
ball, but she understood that this 
young man, Fernando Valenzuela, was 
giving it his best, competing with the 
best, and making her and millions of 
people proud because he was a positive 
and shining example of what good peo-
ple can do when given the opportunity 
to shine. 

It is my honor to say congratulations 
to Fernando Valenzuela and to tell him 
in his native tongue: ‘‘Te lo mereces,’’ 
‘‘You deserve this.’’ 

I am honored to be a Member of the 
United States Congress, and this is a 
great opportunity for me to honor this 
great person, the wonderful human 
being, who has exuded everything that 
every parent, every teacher, and every 
person wants all of our young people to 
become: good and responsible adults 
who take the best opportunities that 
they have been given and make the 
best of it. 

HONORING DR. FIROUZ MICHAEL NADERI 
Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to honor a man who inspired us 
to reach for the stars, Dr. Firouz Mi-
chael Naderi. 

Dr. Naderi was born in Shiraz, Iran. 
He came to the United States and re-
ceived an electrical engineering degree 
from the Iowa State University and the 
University of Southern California. 

b 1745 
He returned to his native Iran, where 

he worked for the state remote sensing 
agency, but the turmoil of the Iranian 
Revolution in 1979 brought Dr. Naderi 
to the United States, where he served 
our country as part of NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Lab, otherwise known as JPL, 
in Pasadena, California. 
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When Dr. Naderi retired, NASA 

awarded him the Distinguished Service 
Medal and named an asteroid after 
him. 

In his post-NASA career, Dr. Naderi 
was a vocal advocate for human rights 
and civil rights. He demonstrated the 
strength, power, and kindness of the 
Iranian community while speaking 
truth to power against all injustices. 

I stand here to celebrate and honor 
the incredible life of my friend, Dr. 
Firouz Naderi, who was lost too soon 
last month. 

Dr. Naderi was someone who saw no 
borders, no lines, no separating of peo-
ple on this blue marble spinning 
around the Sun that we call Earth. 

Dr. Firouz Naderi was born on March 
15, 1946, and left Iran in 1964. In 1969, he 
earned his bachelor’s degree in elec-
trical engineering from Iowa State 
University and, in 1972, a master’s de-
gree in electrical engineering from the 
University of Southern California; in 
1996, a Ph.D. in electrical engineering 
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia. 

When he returned to Iran, as I men-
tioned earlier, he was forced to leave 
his beloved country and came back to 
California, to the United States, where 
he pursued the distinguished career 
that has made him one of NASA and 
JPL’s most amazing scientists. 

He was JPL’s associate director for 
project formulation and strategy and 
director of solar system exploration. In 
2000, he became head of the Mars Ex-
ploration Program and, in 2005, re-
ceived NASA’s Distinguished Service 
Medal. 

From 2000 to 2012, he led six consecu-
tive, successful American missions to 
Mars—four landers and two orbiters— 
on January 4, 2004, landing the Spirit 
rover and on January 25, 2004, landing 
the Opportunity rover. 

He was a recipient of the Ellis Island 
Medal of Honor. He was a board mem-
ber of various organizations, the Public 
Affairs Alliance of Iranian Americans, 
Arasteh-Amin Foundation, Keep Chil-
dren in School Foundation, and Iranica 
Encyclopedia. 

In February 2016, the International 
Astronomical Union named an asteroid 
after Dr. Naderi. In 2017, he accepted 
the Academy Award for Best Foreign 
Language Film, which was by Asghar 
Farhadi and called ‘‘The Salesman,’’ 
with Anousheh Ansari. 

I am honored to be a United States 
Congressman, and it gives me great 
pleasure and honor to take the oppor-
tunity and privilege of honoring people 
like Dr. Naderi. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JAKE’S JOURNEY 
HOME 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from California (Mr. KILEY) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Jake’s Journey Home, a 
local nonprofit in my district. 

In September 2019, Jake Shuman, a 
Seabee veteran and small business 
owner, passed away unexpectedly. He 
left behind not just his loving friends 
and family but also a legacy of empa-
thy, generosity, and humility. 

In an effort to continue Jake’s pow-
erful legacy, his mother, Jean Shuman, 
founded Jake’s Journey Home. This 
nonprofit has taken up the mission of 
assisting unhoused veterans and com-
munity members experiencing a life 
path change. 

Jake’s Journey Home provides the 
necessary wraparound support services 
and resources to those in need to fight 
against the growing problem of poverty 
and to help someone’s tomorrow be 
better than today. 

With the strong support of the com-
munity, the organization obtained a 
mobile day center last year to help 
connect people with VA benefits, men-
tal health aid, drug and alcohol abuse 
support, job skills, medical assistance, 
and life coaching. Their mission is on-
going, with goals to expand their serv-
ices into a permanent building. 

Jake’s Journey Home is a pillar in 
our community, and it is a true honor 
to represent in Congress exceptional 
organizations such as this one. 

On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives, I am honored to 
recognize Jake’s Journey Home for 
outstanding service and contributions 
to the Folsom community and greater 
Sacramento region. 

RECOGNIZING JUDD SYMONS 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the 2023 EMS Provider of 
the Year for Inyo County, Judd 
Symons, for his remarkable accom-
plishments and contributions in the 
southern portions of the Third Con-
gressional District. 

Mr. Symons’ career in the Bishop 
area began when he was only in high 
school, during which he became cer-
tified as an emergency medical techni-
cian. For 3 years of his high school ca-
reer, and a few summers following, he 
also served on the local search and res-
cue team. 

He went on to earn his certification 
as a paramedic from the Stanford- 
Foothill Paramedic Program. Shortly 
thereafter, in 1989, at just 21 years old, 
he and his father began their local fam-
ily business, an ambulance service 
named Symons Emergency Services. 

With over three decades of offering 
superior emergency medical services, 
this establishment has become a lead-
ing provider in our region. Relied upon 
by many, his ambulance service pro-
vides care to those across many dif-
ferent types of geographic landscapes, 
from urban cities to the rural High Si-
erras to the remote wilderness. 

Even in the face of obstacles, Mr. 
Symons’ continued dedication to his 
community and commitment to the 
well-being of Inyo County residents 
and the surrounding area is inspiring. 

As a longtime owner and operator of 
this service, Mr. Symons is regarded by 
others as an individual with profes-
sionalism, care, hands-on involvement, 
and a unique ability to remain calm 
under pressure. 

On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives, I am honored to 
join the Inyo County community in 
thanking Judd Symons for his many 
years of distinguished service and lead-
ership in both emergency medical serv-
ices and search and rescue operations. 

RECOGNIZING HELEN CHU 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, in the spir-

it of National Zookeeper Appreciation 
Week, I wish to take a moment to rec-
ognize an outstanding zookeeper in my 
district, Helen Chu. 

Ms. Chu serves locally at the Folsom 
City Zoo Sanctuary. The zoo is home 
to many rescued wild and domestic ani-
mals, including bears, wolf hybrids, 
monkeys, birds, cougars, insects, and 
more. 

Ms. Chu has worked for the Folsom 
Zoo since 2019, but her service to wild-
life has been lifelong. She graduated 
from the University of California Davis 
with a degree in wildlife, fish, and con-
servation biology and also earned a de-
gree in exotic animal training and 
management from Moorpark College. 

Prior to bringing this knowledge to 
the Folsom City Zoo Sanctuary, Ms. 
Chu worked with animals as a 
zookeeper for the Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
and the Sacramento Zoo. 

In Folsom, Ms. Chu has contributed 
significantly to the zoo’s positive rein-
forcement animal training and behav-
ioral enrichment programs, improving 
the quality of life of the animals. 

Her diligent efforts and unique abil-
ity to problem solve have helped ani-
mals with health challenges partici-
pate in veterinary care without undue 
stress or danger to the animals and 
staff. 

Throughout her tenure, she has ex-
hibited the core values of a zookeeper 
through teamwork, excellence, and pa-
tience. 

Her leadership and dedication to the 
care and well-being of the animals and 
the experience of Folsom residents is 
truly admirable. 

On behalf of the United States House 
of Representatives, I am honored to 
recognize Helen Chu and thank her for 
her service to the Folsom community. 

RECOGNIZING CALIFORNIA’S THIRD 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT INTERNS 

Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I will take 
a moment in the spirit of National In-
tern Day to recognize several truly ex-
emplary individuals currently intern-
ing in my Washington, D.C., and dis-
trict offices. 

Over the course of their internships, 
these students and recent graduates 
have embodied the essence of public 
service. 

They have made the government ac-
cessible to their neighbors by leading 
guided tours of the Capitol, ensured 
that people’s voices are heard by tak-
ing down their concerns and sharing 
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them with me, and even helping people 
renew their passports and access the 
services and benefits they are entitled 
to from the Federal Government. 

In my D.C. office, I am proud to have 
Alex McDonald, Khori Cranford, and 
Giavanna Chopra. 

Alex grew up in Willows, California, 
just outside our congressional district. 
He has long had a passion for politics 
and public service. He even remembers 
watching the Obama-Romney debates 
from over a decade ago. Impressively, 
he is going into his sophomore year at 
Yale University, studying political 
science. 

Khori graduated this past May from 
CSU Fresno with a degree in political 
science. She has also embraced her Ar-
menian heritage and was selected to 
participate in the highly competitive 
Armenian Assembly of America as part 
of the Terjenian-Thomas internship 
this summer. After her summer here, 
she will work toward earning a mas-
ter’s degree in communications at San 
Diego State University. 

Giavanna has been incredibly active 
in public service since a young age. She 
previously served as an intern in my 
State assembly office and as a deputy 
campaign manager on my race last 
year. During the same time period, she 
also won a national debate title and 
created a program to mentor young de-
baters. She will be entering college 
this fall at Northwestern University 
and, not surprisingly, was recruited to 
join Northwestern’s debate team. 

In my district office in Rocklin, I am 
proud to have Jaime Robles, Emma 
Worden, and Raghava Kodavatikanti, 
who are serving there as interns. 

Jaime recently graduated from Si-
erra College in Rocklin and will be at-
tending UC Berkeley in the spring to 
major in economics. He served as vice 
president and student senator of the 
Sierra College Student Senate, vice 
president of student engagement for 
the social science club, and is a Phi 
Theta Kappa Honor Society member. 
Jaime is also bilingual, and I have re-
cently been impressed with his ability 
to utilize that skill to serve our Span-
ish-speaking residents. 

Emma is originally from the district, 
graduating recently from Whitney 
High School, and is pursuing a degree 
in economics and politics. Our Rocklin 
team and I have especially appreciated 
her leadership, teamwork, and collabo-
rative approach in our office. 

Raghava recently graduated from the 
rigorous IB program at Mira Loma 
High School and will be attending 
UCLA this fall, majoring in political 
science. Similar to Giavanna, he also 
had an early interest in public service. 
Raghava previously interned in my 
State assembly office, as well as for the 
California State treasurer and Sac-
ramento district attorney’s offices. He 
also serves as a youth advisory execu-
tive board member and moderator for 
the California Coalition for Youth. 

Mr. Speaker, every single one of 
these six individuals has been a tre-

mendous help to me and our team in 
serving the people of the Third Con-
gressional District of California, and I 
am incredibly grateful that they have 
chosen to invest their time and talents 
with us. 

On behalf of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives, I thank them for their 
commitment to public service. 

RECOGNIZING TYLER TATE 
Mr. KILEY. Mr. Speaker, I will also 

say a few words about someone who is 
a model for all of these interns working 
at our offices here in D.C. and back 
home in Rocklin, someone who is a 
former intern himself and a con-
stituent, having grown up in our dis-
trict and graduated from high school at 
Woodcreek in Roseville. He has been 
the communications director for my 
office, a role that he will continue up 
until tomorrow, when he is starting his 
first year at Harvard Law School. That 
is Tyler Tate. 

I first met Tyler in my 2016 campaign 
for the State assembly. I think I actu-
ally met him in 2015 because we got 
started pretty early. That was a true 
underdog campaign. There were 11 can-
didates, and Tyler was really one of the 
very first people to join and help lead 
what was truly a grassroots under-
taking. 

He went on to go to Georgetown for 
college and actually interned in my 
State assembly office and quickly 
gained a reputation as everyone’s fa-
vorite intern. That is why I say he is a 
model on National Intern Day. 

After college, Tyler got some experi-
ence in D.C. He did a stint at the White 
House. When I was running for Con-
gress last year, I was in need of a cam-
paign manager, and I couldn’t think of 
anyone better for the job. 

I was continually impressed by his 
mastery of the nuts and bolts of run-
ning a campaign, such as delivering the 
yard signs or designing precinct blocks, 
but also more intangible qualities of 
leadership, like his ability to inspire a 
very dedicated team of volunteers. 

b 1800 
Just as one indication of the caliber 

of people he got involved, two of the in-
terns he attracted to join the campaign 
will actually be joining him at Harvard 
next year where they will be starting 
themselves, respectively at the college 
and the law school. 

After I was elected and took office, 
Tyler became our communications di-
rector. I would wager there is not a 
better or more dedicated communica-
tions director on Capitol Hill. 

Shortly after I was sworn in, my dis-
trict was hit by a series of truly dev-
astating storms that wreaked havoc on 
many communities, and without hav-
ing had more than perhaps a week or so 
in the office, Tyler threw himself into 
the very complicated but vitally im-
portant task of getting important in-
formation to all of our constituents on 
how they could deal with the storm 
and the resources that were available. 

That quality of service has continued 
throughout his time with us. He does 

everything from dealing with the 
media and setting up press appearances 
to writing and editing our weekly 
newsletter and other releases that go 
out, and advising me on important 
matters of policy. 

Through it all, he has truly dem-
onstrated a remarkable ability to un-
derstand the nuances of politics and 
policy in a way that is really hard to 
believe knowing he is only a few years 
out of college. You would think he was 
a seasoned veteran of Capitol Hill. 

When I wrote a letter of rec-
ommendation for him for law school, I 
was halfway tempted to sabotage the 
whole thing so that I could selfishly 
keep him with our office. I was not sur-
prised at all when he got accepted. I 
know he is going to excel in law school. 
He will be a great lawyer, but I think 
there are also great things ahead of 
him in public service, as well. 

For those who are watching at home, 
I would advise them to remember the 
name Tyler Tate. I thank Tyler for ev-
erything he has done to help me serve 
the people of the Third District. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

CHANGING CONFEDERATE THEMED 
STREET NAMES IN MISSOURI 
CITY, TEXAS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 
30 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
and still I rise, a proud Member of the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica, always honored to have this pre-
eminent privilege of standing here in 
the House of Representatives in this 
Chamber, proud to do so, proud to be 
an American. 

I am one of the persons who likes to 
stand and sing the national anthem, 
stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
However, that is not what makes 
America great, having AL GREEN stand 
for the Pledge of Allegiance or singing 
the national anthem. The thing that 
makes America great is that we, Mem-
bers of Congress, and other persons of 
good will, will defend the right of those 
who choose not to stand for the Pledge 
of Allegiance, who stand not to sing 
the national anthem, nor do they 
choose to stand when the national an-
them is being played. That is the great-
ness of America, that we can tolerate 
each other when we have differences. 

Tonight, I am proud to be here, Mr. 
Speaker, proud to stand here and have 
this privilege. No one could have pre-
dicted at my birth that I would be here 
to give this message tonight. This is a 
special message that has to do with 
something happening in my congres-
sional district. 

I have in my hand a copy of an arti-
cle from the Houston Chronicle. The 
person who is the writer for this par-
ticular article is Juhi Varma, a very 
good writer, I must add. Juhi writes, 
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and this is the style of the caption, the 
title, if you will: ‘‘Missouri City to 
change street named after KKK leader 
as fight against Confederate themes 
continues.’’ 

I thank Ms. Varma for writing this 
article because she captures the very 
essence of what happened. I would like 
to give just a brief recitation, if I may, 
on some of what I know about this cir-
cumstance. 

Some years ago, I discovered that we 
had an area in my congressional dis-
trict in a city known as Missouri City, 
Texas, an area in Vicksburg Village of 
Shiloh, a subdivision with some 200 
homes or more, a subdivision with 
more than a thousand people, a sub-
division that had streets with Confed-
erate names. 

In 2021, 2022, somewhere thereabouts, 
this came to my attention. A subdivi-
sion in this day and time with Confed-
erate street names. Someone would say 
that is not a big deal. Maybe not, but 
let’s explore it. 

There was a Confederate Drive, Con-
federate Court, Confederate South 
Drive, and then among the many oth-
ers, Bull Run Court, Stonewall Court, 
Pickett Place. Among them there was 
also a Bedford Forrest Drive and a Bed-
ford Forrest Court. 

For edification purposes, Nathan 
Bedford Forrest was the first Grand 
Wizard of the KKK. First Grand Wiz-
ard. For further information, the KKK, 
for those who may not know—my sus-
picion is that most who will hear this 
will know, but the KKK was an organi-
zation devoted to suppressing the 
rights of African Americans. Devoted. 
Some might say they did a pretty good 
job over the years of suppressing the 
rights of African Americans. 

We have these streets with the names 
that I have articulated and some oth-
ers, but we have these streets. I took it 
upon myself to engage with the mayor 
and council about changing the names. 
This is when I discovered that to 
change the names you had to have at 
least 90 percent of the residents to sign 
off on it, 90 percent. 

Well, 90 percent is a good number, 
but it is not a good number if you are 
trying to get the name of a street 
changed, I found, because it was most 
difficult to get it done. I went out per-
sonally and talked to people about get-
ting the names changed, and it was 
very difficult, to say the very least. I 
won’t say it was impossible, but we 
didn’t get any names changed at the 90 
percent level. 

We got a new mayor and council, a 
mayor and council with persons who 
were a little bit more sensitive to the 
issue. There was a Councilmember 
Boney, a councilmember who is a his-
torian, lay historian, and who under-
stood what these names meant, a 
councilmember who decided that he 
was going to do something about this. 

I am proud to say that 
Councilmember Jeff Boney was able to 
lower the threshold from 90 percent to 
70 percent. At the 70 percent threshold, 

we were able to get some names 
changed. 

We had a couple living in the neigh-
borhood, the Gilbos, they were out 
front in getting names changed. Let’s 
just reflect for a moment before I con-
tinue with the Gilbos and others in the 
neighborhood on this. One of the chief 
proponents of leaving the names as 
they were was a person of African an-
cestry. 

I personally talked to this person, 
tried to convince the person that it 
would be appropriate to get names that 
would be more inclusive, as Ms. Varma 
has mentioned in her article. The per-
son said to me: The people shouldn’t 
have bought the land. They knew what 
the name was when they bought it, and 
they shouldn’t have bought homes in 
that neighborhood. 

I choose not to live in a neighborhood 
that has streets with Confederate 
names. I choose not to live in a city 
that has streets with Confederate 
names. I choose not to live in a coun-
try that has streets with Confederate 
names. That is why I am doing what I 
can to change these names. I don’t 
think we ought to have a street, espe-
cially one with people of color—I would 
imagine all people of good will would 
agree that we ought not have a street 
named after the first Grand Wizard of 
the KKK, but everybody is entitled to 
their opinion. 

We worked through the process with 
Councilmember Boney, who took the 
lead to lower the threshold so that we 
could change some names. Confederate 
Drive under his leadership, and with 
the aid and assistance of the residents, 
especially the Gilbos, Rhonda and 
Beau, the Confederate Drive street was 
changed to Prosperity Drive. That is 
where they live now. They didn’t want 
to live on Confederate Drive. 

Confederate Court was changed to 
Prosperity Court, Confederate South 
Drive to Prosperity South Drive. I 
thought that after the name changed 
from Confederate to Prosperity, I 
thought after that name change, we 
would have little difficulty changing 
the name from Bedford Forrest Court 
and Bedford Forrest Drive to some 
other names. 

I thought that there would be little 
challenge to these two with a 70 per-
cent threshold. I thought that people 
would gladly change the names. Re-
gardless of their station in life, it just 
seemed to me that in the United States 
of America, liberty and justice for all, 
an inclusive country, the country I 
love, where I say the Pledge of Alle-
giance, sing the national anthem, I just 
thought that it would be relatively 
simple to move on these streets with 
this name. How wrong I was. How 
wrong I was. 

After much work, time, energy, and 
effort, the name Nathan Bedford For-
rest—actually Bedford Forrest, Nathan 
wasn’t there—was not removed. Thank 
God for Councilmember Boney. He 
went back to the council, and the coun-
cil had to lower the threshold to 60 per-

cent. It was only after we lowered the 
threshold—I say ‘‘we,’’ it was the city 
council and the mayor in Missouri 
City, Texas. The mayor’s name is 
Elackatt. By the way, he is of Indian 
ancestry, born in India, mayor in Mis-
souri City, Texas. It is a wonderful 
thing to know that we can have, appre-
ciate, and celebrate this level of diver-
sity. 

With that mayor and council, it was 
lowered to 60 percent. As a result, the 
Pearsons, Rodney and Angie, don’t 
have to live on a street now that bears 
the name Bedford Forrest. 

b 1815 

That name will change on August 7 
of this year. It will become Liberty 
Way. Liberty Way Drive is the street 
that they will live on and there is a 
Liberty Way Court. But it will become 
Liberty Way. 

Inclusive speaks to something associ-
ated with the founding principle of this 
country, liberty, justice for all in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. That is a wonder-
ful thing to see occurring. Perhaps we 
will get to Bull Run Court, Stonewall 
Court, and some others, Pickett Place, 
Confederate General Pickett, or maybe 
we can get to these in the near future. 

But I am proud of what has been 
done, and I commend Councilmember 
Boney. I commend the Pearsons. I com-
mend all of the persons who were asso-
ciated with these endeavors, the 
Gilbos, for what they have done to 
bring a sense of justice to the people 
who live in this neighborhood. 

There is something more sinister 
that has taken place that I want to call 
to your attention with reference to 
this, and the best way to explain it is 
to tell you about my flight that I took 
in from Houston to Washington, D.C. I 
fly over 100 times a year. 

On this occasion, a couple of weeks 
ago, I saw a movie while I was on the 
plane. It was a movie that was heart- 
wrenching for me, a movie about a 
young man who was born to a father 
who was a wealthy plantation owner 
and a mother who was a slave. The 
name of the movie is Chevalier. I won’t 
spoil it for you. I am going to go right 
to the gravamen of my message, the 
heart of this. 

The essence of it is this: He was talk-
ing to his mother and they were talk-
ing about how evil had caused some 
physical harm. I won’t spoil the movie 
for you because I think that it is wor-
thy of seeing. But they were talking 
about how evil had caused this harm, 
physical harm. 

His mother said to him, she reminded 
him, yes, of the physical harm, but it is 
really the evil that has impacted our 
minds that she called to his attention; 
how evil had caused people to accept 
things that were unacceptable to other 
people, unacceptable to the masses, but 
evil can teach you to accept things. 

There were people who accepted the 
notion that this was all right, to live 
on a street named after the first Grand 
Wizard of the KKK. Evil can do this. It 
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can convince you that what others 
would not accept and what you would 
not accept for them you will accept for 
yourself. 

This gets back to the person that I 
told you of African ancestry who was 
one of the chief proponents of main-
taining the names, convinced that it 
was okay for people of African ancestry 
to live on a street named after the first 
Grand Wizard of the KKK, but was not 
convinced, I assure you, that he or 
would have anyone live on a street that 
had a name associated with the Third 
Reich. 

I wouldn’t live to on a street with a 
name associated with the Third Reich. 
I would dare say that there are few 
people in Congress—there may be one, 
but I can’t imagine there being one 
who would tolerate it. 

Yet, people who will tolerate living 
on a street, who happen to be of Afri-
can ancestry, will tolerate living on a 
street named after a Grand Wizard of 
the KKK would not tolerate living on a 
street or having anyone else live on a 
street named after someone associated 
with the Third Reich. 

This is the essence of what this 
mother was conveying to her son about 
the evils and how they can impact the 
mind. Evil can have a sinister impact 
on the mind. 

Unfortunately, in this country, the 
country I love, for too long we have al-
lowed ourselves to be disrespected, our 
ancestors to be disrespected. We have 
allowed the enslavers to be revered and 
the enslaved to be reviled. 

Our minds have been corrupted to the 
extent that we find it acceptable to 
send our children to a Lee high school 
named after a Confederate general but 
would not dare send our children to a 
high school named after someone asso-
ciated with the Third Reich. I wouldn’t 
have a child go to one. 

Our minds have been corrupted. We 
tolerate living in a country where we 
preach liberty and justice for all, a 
country founded, to a certain extent, 
on the principle of persons having in-
alienable rights—I think the way it is 
stated in the Constitution is 
unalienable—but inalienable rights of 
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. Yet, we, many people of color, ac-
cept what we would not accept for oth-
ers under other circumstances. 

I marvel at how we have arrived in 
the year 2023 and we have a building on 
the campus, on this campus, named 
after a person who was a white su-
premacist, a person who fought against 
anti-lynching laws, a person who 
fought integration, a person who was a 
segregationist, and we have a building 
named after this person and we, people 
of color, tolerate it. 

I am a one-person protest. I do not go 
in the building unless I am going there 
to protest; and, of course, I am talking 
about the Russell Office Building. 

Richard Russell is the person of 
whom I speak, the person who was one 
of the coauthors of the Southern Mani-
festo. Richard Russell, the Senate has 

a building named after Richard Rus-
sell. 

I have here what we refer to as the 
Conscience Agenda. The third item on 
this agenda is to remove Richard Rus-
sell’s name. Taxpayer dollars, my dol-
lars, taxpayer dollars ought not be on 
the name of a building that would 
honor a bigot and a racist, Richard 
Russell. 

Here is the amazing thing about this, 
other than the fact that we have per-
sons of African ancestry who will ac-
cept it, who could do something about 
it, but accept it. 

Here is the amazing thing. The 
United States Senate changed the 
names on military bases, changed the 
names of Confederate generals, re-
moved them. In concert with the House 
and the signature of the President, we 
did it. We changed the names. 

The same Senate that has changed 
the names on these military bases 
named after and in honor of Confed-
erate generals, that same Senate will 
not take Richard Russell’s name off of 
the Russell Senate Office Building. 
Same Senate. 

It shows a lack of respect. The Sen-
ate ought to be ashamed. The building 
itself is a symbol of shame. I marvel at 
how this has been so accepted that it is 
commonplace. 

People just walk in and out of the 
building like it is any other building. 
The Richard Russell Office Building. 
The same Senate that took the names 
off of these Confederate bases, names 
on military bases named after Confed-
erate soldiers, usually generals, the 
same Senate has not removed this 
name. 

Now, the question becomes why. Here 
is what I have been told. I have been 
told that the Senate can’t agree on an-
other name; this is why the Senate will 
not remove the name that is offensive 
to me and many of my friends and rel-
atives. They said they can’t agree on a 
name. 

But I have a solution. Let it revert to 
the name that it had before it became 
Richard Russell. Let it revert to the 
Old Senate Office Building, and then 
choose any name you want. Take as 
much time as you need, but you can 
change the name. 

I beg the Senate, and I demand of the 
Senate that you do not just the right 
thing but do the righteous thing and 
remove Richard Russell’s name from 
this office building, just as you have 
done it for military bases around the 
country. This would be the honorable 
thing to do. 

Members of the Senate, you dishonor 
the flag when you do this, liberty and 
justice for all. You dishonor the an-
them. Stand up for justice. Stand up 
for people of color who are offended by 
this name. 

I am grateful for the time. I want the 
persons who make it possible for me to 
have the time to know that I appre-
ciate them. I also want people to know 
that I love my country, and I love it 
enough to want to see the best of it and 

remove the notion that we can tolerate 
this level of injustice being perpetrated 
on a daily basis by people who have the 
power to change it almost overnight. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

Kevin F. McCumber, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en-
rolled bills of the House of the fol-
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 423. An act to take certain land lo-
cated in San Diego County, California, into 
trust for the benefit of the Pala Band of Mis-
sion Indians, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3672. An act to designate the clinic of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in Indian 
River, Michigan, as the ‘‘Pfc. Justin T. 
Paton Department of Veterans Affairs Clin-
ic’’. 

H.R. 4004. An act to approve and imple-
ment the Agreement between the American 
Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States regarding Trade between the 
United States of America and Taiwan, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 27 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, July 28, 2023, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–1499. A letter from the Assistant Sec-
retary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of State, transmitting Department 
Notification Number: DDTC 22-087, pursuant 
to Sec. 36(6) of the Arms Export Control Act; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

EC–1500. A letter from the Sanctions Regu-
lations Advisor, Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Hos-
tages and Wrongful Detention Sanctions 
Regulations received July 17, 2023, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

EC–1501. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — IFR Altitudes; Miscella-
neous Amendments [Docket No.: 31489; 
Amdt. No.: 572] received July 18, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1502. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Updating Manual Re-
quirements To Accommodate Technology 
[Docket No.: FAA-2022-0912; Amdt. Nos.: 91- 
368, 121-388, 125-73, and 135-144] (RIN: 2120- 
AL36) received July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1503. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
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Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment and Revoca-
tion of VOR Federal Airways; Northeast 
United States [Docket No.: FAA-2022-0901; 
Airspace Docket No.: 21-ANE-5] (RIN: 2120- 
AA66) received July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1504. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; West Palm Beach, FL [Docket No.: 
FAA-2023-1254; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASO- 
23] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1505. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment and Revoca-
tion of Very High Frequency (VHF) 
Omnidirectional Range (VOR) Federal Air-
ways in the Eastern United States [Docket 
No.: FAA-2023-0599; Airspace Docket No.: 22- 
ASO-11] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–1506. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of the Nash-
ville International Airport Class C Airspace; 
Nashville, TN; and the John C. Tune Airport 
Class D Airspace; Nashville, TN [Docket No.: 
FAA-2022-1678; Airspace Docket No.: 22-AWA- 
4] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1507. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Williams, AZ [Docket No.: FAA- 
2022-1444; Airspace Docket No.: 22-AWP-74] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1508. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; Madison Dane County Regional 
Airport-Truax Field, WI [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0914; Airspace Docket No.: 23-AGL-10] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1509. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; Elberton, GA [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0720; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASO-12] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1510. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Carthage, TX [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0333; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASW-5] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1511. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 

Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Berclair, TX [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0947; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASW-12] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1512. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; Artesia, NM [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0614; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASW-7] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1513. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Revocation of Class E 
Airspace; A.P. Hill, VA [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0854; Airspace Docket No.: 23-AEA-08] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1514. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Sandusky, MI [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0443; Airspace Docket No.: 22-AGL-21] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1515. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Modification of Class E 
Airspace; Pullman/Moscow Regional Airport, 
Pullman/Moscow, WA [Docket No.: FAA-2023- 
0533; Airspace Docket No.: 22-ANM-64] (RIN: 
2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1516. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; San Saba, TX [Docket No.: FAA- 
2022-1442; Airspace Docket No.: 22-ASW-23] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1517. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class D 
and Class E Airspace; Huntsville, AL [Docket 
No.: FAA-2023-0503; Airspace Docket No.: 23- 
ASO-07] (RIN: 2120-AA66) (RIN: 2120-AA66) re-
ceived July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1518. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class C 
Airspace; Dane County Regional Airport- 
Truax Field, Madison WI [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-1022; Airspace Docket No.: 23-AWA-3] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1519. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; Augusta, GA [Docket No.: FAA- 
2023-0502; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASO-09] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, pur-

suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1520. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E 
Airspace; West Palm Beach, FL [Docket No.: 
FAA-2023-1254; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASO- 
23] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1521. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of the Nash-
ville International Airport Class C Airspace; 
Nashville, TN; and the John C. Tune Airport 
Class D Airspace; Nashville, TN [Docket No.: 
FAA-2022-1678; Airspace Docket No.: 22-AWA- 
4] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1522. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E 
Airspace; Winnie/Stowell, TX [Docket No.: 
FAA-2023-0615; Airspace Docket No.: 23-ASW- 
4] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 2023, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture. 

EC–1523. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class D 
and Class E Airspace; Columbus, MS [Docket 
No.: FAA-2023-1352; Airspace Docket No.: 23- 
ASO-24] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received July 18, 
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

EC–1524. A letter from the Management 
and Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Installation and Oper-
ation of Flightdeck Installed Physical Sec-
ondary Barriers on Transport Category Air-
planes in Part 121 Service [Docket No.: FAA- 
2022-0772; Amdt. Nos.: 25-150 and 121-389] 
(RIN: 2120-AL59) received July 18, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–1525. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations, Legal Processing Di-
vision, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final rule — Carryback of 
Consolidated Net Operating Losses [TD 9977] 
(RIN: 1545-BP84) received July 18, 2023, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104- 
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

EC–1526. A letter from the Chief, Publica-
tions and Regulations, Legal Processing Di-
vision, Internal Revenue Service, transmit-
ting the Service’s final rule — Additional 
Guidance on the Transition from Interbank 
Offer Rates to Other Reference Rates with 
Respect to the Interest Rates of a Foreign 
Bank [TD 9976] (RIN: 1545-BO91) received 
July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

EC–1527. A letter from the Senior Regula-
tions Writer, Federal Register Liaison, Of-
fice of Regulations and Reports Clearance, 
Social Security Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Re-
vised Medical Criteria for Evaluating Diges-
tive Disorders and Skin Disorders [Docket 
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No.: SSA-2017-0042] (RIN: 0960-AG65) received 
July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

EC–1528. A letter from the Chief, Trade and 
Commercial Regulations Branch, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Continuing Edu-
cation for Licensed Customs Brokers 
[USCBP-2021-0030; CBP Dec. 23-04] (RIN: 1651- 
AB03) received July 18, 2023, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: Committee on 
Homeland Security. H.R. 3224. A bill to 
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
extend the authorization of the Countering 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Office of the 
Department of Homeland Security, and for 
other purposes (Rept. 118–159). Referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: Committee on 
Homeland Security. H.R. 3286. A bill to 
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
establish the duties of the Director of the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 
Agency regarding open source software secu-
rity, and for other purposes; with an amend-
ment (Rept. 118–160, Pt. 1). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. GREEN of Tennessee: Committee on 
Homeland Security. H.R. 3208. A bill to 
amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to 
establish a DHS Cybersecurity On-the-Job 
Training Program, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 118–161). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

DISCHARGE OF COMMITTEE 

Pursuant to clause 2 of rule XIII, the 
Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability discharged from further consid-
eration H.R. 3286 referred to the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. BONAMICI (for herself, Ms. 
STRICKLAND, Mr. GALLEGO, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. NADLER, Mrs. WATSON 
COLEMAN, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. LEE 
of California, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. SCOTT 
of Virginia, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. 
MULLIN, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. TITUS, Mr. 
RUIZ, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. SALINAS, Mr. 
LEVIN, and Mr. CÁRDENAS): 

H.R. 4953. A bill to reduce the health risks 
of heat by establishing the National Inte-
grated Heat Health Information System 
within the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration and the National Inte-
grated Heat Health Information System 
Interagency Committee to improve extreme 
heat preparedness, planning, and response, 
requiring a study, and establishing financial 

assistance programs to address heat effects, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to 
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mrs. NAPOLITANO (for herself, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Ms. SALINAS, Mr. VARGAS, and Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas): 

H.R. 4954. A bill to expand and improve ac-
cess to trauma-informed mental health 
interventions for newly arriving immigrants 
at the border, to alleviate the stress of and 
provide education for border agents, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, and in addition to the Committee on 
Homeland Security, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania (for her-
self, Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. BOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. EVANS, 
Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. 
KELLY of Pennsylvania, Mr. MEUSER, 
Ms. SCANLON, Ms. WILD, Mr. CART-
WRIGHT, and Mr. THOMPSON of Penn-
sylvania): 

H.R. 4955. A bill to name the community- 
based outpatient clinic of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in Monroeville, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Henry Parham VA Clinic’’; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. YAKYM (for himself and Mr. 
MANN): 

H.R. 4956. A bill to establish an advisory 
committee to inform Congress of the impact 
of Waters of the United States regulations 
on United States agriculture, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
and in addition to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. KILEY (for himself and Ms. 
FOXX): 

H.R. 4957. A bill to apply the requirements 
of the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 
to a vacancy in the office of the Secretary of 
Labor, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. IVEY (for himself, Mr. MORAN, 
Mr. JEFFRIES, Ms. LEE of Florida, Ms. 
SCANLON, Mr. ARMSTRONG, Ms. DEAN 
of Pennsylvania, and Mr. MOORE of 
Alabama): 

H.R. 4958. A bill to provide first-time, low- 
level, nonviolent simple possession offenders 
an opportunity to expunge records of disposi-
tion after successful completion of court-im-
posed probation; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. VAN ORDEN (for himself, Ms. 
KUSTER, and Mr. MCGARVEY): 

H.R. 4959. A bill to require to Comptroller 
General to submit to Congress a report on 
the status of dams in the USDA watershed 
program; to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, and in addition to 
the Committees on Agriculture, and Natural 
Resources, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. COHEN, Mr. 
VEASEY, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
DOGGETT, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. 
RASKIN, Ms. BALINT, Ms. SCANLON, 
Mr. TAKANO, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. 

PINGREE, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, and Ms. MENG): 

H.R. 4960. A bill to establish a Commission 
to address the pervasive, and targeted epi-
demic of fatal violence, economic discrimi-
nation, and other factors disproportionally 
impacting members of the transgender com-
munity, and to make recommendations to 
Congress on appropriate remedies; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ARMSTRONG (for himself, Mr. 
FULCHER, Mrs. RODGERS of Wash-
ington, Mr. ZINKE, and Mr. 
ROSENDALE): 

H.R. 4961. A bill to require ports of entry 
along the northern border to remain open as 
many hours per day as they were open prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security, and in addition to 
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BERGMAN: 
H.R. 4962. A bill to limit the use of Depart-

ment of Transportation aircraft for travel by 
the Secretary of Transportation or the Sec-
retary’s executive staff, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. BONAMICI, 
Ms. OMAR, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Ms. LEE of California, 
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
SHERMAN, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mr. 
BISHOP of Georgia, Ms. WILLIAMS of 
Georgia, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. GARCÍA of 
Illinois, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. FOSTER, Mr. LYNCH, Ms. PINGREE, 
Mrs. DINGELL, Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. 
BUSH, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. PASCRELL, 
Ms. STANSBURY, Ms. MENG, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
COHEN, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
DOGGETT, Ms. DELBENE, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. CARSON, 
Mr. MOULTON, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. KILDEE, Ms. MCCOLLUM, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. TITUS, 
Mr. KILMER, Mr. POCAN, Ms. CHU, Ms. 
WATERS, Ms. CLARKE of New York, 
Mr. EVANS, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Mr. 
CASTRO of Texas, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
KHANNA, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. CASTOR of 
Florida, Mr. MFUME, Ms. LEGER 
FERNANDEZ, Mr. CUELLAR, Ms. 
WEXTON, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. 
PLASKETT, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, Mr. TRONE, Ms. KUSTER, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, 
Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms. LEE of Nevada, 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. 
SHERRILL, Mr. PALLONE, Mrs. 
PELTOLA, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. IVEY, Mr. 
THANEDAR, Ms. MANNING, Mr. CASAR, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. TONKO, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. CROW, Ms. BLUNT ROCH-
ESTER, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. COSTA, Ms. PORTER, Mr. 
NEGUSE, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. RUIZ, 
Ms. WILD, Mr. FROST, Mr. DELUZIO, 
Ms. DELAURO, Mr. NICKEL, Ms. HOYLE 
of Oregon, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. BOWMAN, Mr. 
SWALWELL, Mr. PETERS, Ms. WILSON 
of Florida, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
CASTEN, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Ms. ROSS, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Mrs. BEATTY, 
Mr. CARBAJAL, Mr. TORRES of New 
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York, Ms. BROWN, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr. 
ALLRED, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. LOIS 
FRANKEL of Florida, Ms. BUDZINSKI, 
Mr. MRVAN, Mr. LIEU, Mr. COURTNEY, 
Ms. SCANLON, Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. 
MORELLE, Mr. TAKANO, Mrs. FOUSHEE, 
Mr. SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. PAYNE, 
Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
SORENSEN, Ms. CRAIG, Mr. KIM of New 
Jersey, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mrs. SYKES, 
Ms. SALINAS, Ms. HOULAHAN, Mr. 
MAGAZINER, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. FITZPATRICK, 
Mr. SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. MULLIN, 
Ms. SCHOLTEN, Mr. SOTO, Mr. JACK-
SON of North Carolina, and Mr. 
BACON): 

H.R. 4963. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow workers an above- 
the-line deduction for union dues and ex-
penses and to allow a miscellaneous itemized 
deduction for workers for all unreimbursed 
expenses incurred in the trade or business of 
being an employee; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BRECHEEN (for himself and 
Mr. BURLISON): 

H.R. 4964. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to require adjustments to 
the thrifty food plan to be budget-neutral, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE (for herself, Mr. 
SCHNEIDER, Ms. ADAMS, Mrs. BEATTY, 
Mr. BERA, Mr. BEYER, Mr. BOWMAN, 
Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. 
BROWN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
CÁRDENAS, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER 
of Louisiana, Mr. CASAR, Mr. CASTEN, 
Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, 
Mr. CLYBURN, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. 
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. DOGGETT, 
Ms. ESCOBAR, Ms. ESHOO, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. FLETCH-
ER, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. FROST, Mr. 
GARAMENDI, Mr. GOLDMAN of New 
York, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. HOYER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. 
IVEY, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE, Mr. KEATING, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mr. KILDEE, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. KUSTER, Mr. 
LANDSMAN, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. 
LEE of Pennsylvania, Mr. LIEU, Mr. 
LYNCH, Ms. MANNING, Ms. MATSUI, 
Mrs. MCBATH, Ms. MCCLELLAN, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Mr. MEEKS, Mr. MFUME, 
Mr. MRVAN, Mr. NADLER, Mr. NEGUSE, 
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PHIL-
LIPS, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. PLASKETT, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Ms. SCANLON, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. SMITH of 
Washington, Mr. SOTO, Ms. 
STANSBURY, Mr. THOMPSON of Mis-
sissippi, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. 
TONKO, Mr. TORRES of New York, Mr. 
VARGAS, Ms. WILD, Ms. WILLIAMS of 
Georgia, and Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia): 

H.R. 4965. A bill to create and disseminate 
best practices regarding safe firearm stor-
age, to create a grant program for the dis-
tribution of safe storage devices, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY: 
H.R. 4966. A bill to require the Attorney 

General to report certain revocation and re-
medial action data with respect to Federal 
firearm licenses and to require the Comp-
troller General of the United States to study 
the effectiveness of the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives in inves-
tigating and revoking the licenses; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. BUDZINSKI (for herself and Mr. 
MOLINARO): 

H.R. 4967. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow for deductions for 
the performance of certain services by a tax-
payer, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. BURGESS (for himself and Mr. 
VICENTE GONZALEZ of Texas): 

H.R. 4968. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to exempt qualifying 
physicians from prior authorization require-
ments under Medicare Advantage plans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BURLISON (for himself and Mr. 
BRECHEEN): 

H.R. 4969. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to restore and standardize 
work requirements for able-bodied adults en-
rolled in the supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program and limit participation to 5 
years for able-bodied adults; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Mr. LAMALFA (for himself, Mr. 
THOMPSON of California, Ms. PORTER, 
Mr. PANETTA, Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. 
KILEY, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, and Mr. 
NEWHOUSE): 

H.R. 4970. A bill to provide an exclusion 
from gross income for compensation for ex-
penses and losses resulting from certain 
wildfires; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. BURLISON (for himself, Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois, Mr. GOOD of Vir-
ginia, Mr. OGLES, Mr. TIFFANY, and 
Mr. GROTHMAN): 

H.R. 4971. A bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that agencies may 
not deduct labor organization dues from the 
pay of Federal employees, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Accountability. 

By Ms. BUSH (for herself, Mr. BOWMAN, 
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. TLAIB, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Mrs. 
RAMIREZ, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, and Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania): 

H.R. 4972. A bill to end the use of solitary 
confinement and other forms of restrictive 
housing in all Federal agencies and entities 
they contract with; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. TRONE, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. ROSS, and Mr. 
ESPAILLAT): 

H.R. 4973. A bill to provide definitions of 
terms and services related to community- 
based gang intervention to ensure that fund-
ing for such intervention is utilized in a 
cost-effective manner and that community- 
based agencies are held accountable for pro-
viding holistic, integrated intervention serv-
ices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
MATSUI, Ms. KUSTER, and Mr. 
MOULTON): 

H.R. 4974. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to improve the accessibility 
of 9-8-8, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. TRONE, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. ROSS, and Mr. 
ESPAILLAT): 

H.R. 4975. A bill to establish a grant to pro-
vide mental and behavioral health services 

and diversion programs to at-risk youth, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS (for himself, Ms. 
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. TRONE, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. ROSS, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
and Mr. IVEY): 

H.R. 4976. A bill to protect minors from 
premature waiver of their constitutional 
rights during a custodial interrogation, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia (for him-
self and Ms. TITUS): 

H.R. 4977. A bill to amend the Better Utili-
zation of Investments Leading to Develop-
ment Act of 2018 to provide support in high- 
income economy countries for projects in-
volving development or processing of certain 
critical materials; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs. 

By Mr. CASAR (for himself, Mr. POCAN, 
Ms. ADAMS, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. BOW-
MAN, Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. BUSH, Mr. 
CARSON, Ms. CROCKETT, Mr. DELUZIO, 
Mr. DOGGETT, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Mr. 
FROST, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. ROBERT 
GARCIA of California, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Ms. NORTON, Ms. JACKSON LEE, 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr. JOHNSON 
of Georgia, Mr. MCGOVERN, Ms. 
OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. 
THANEDAR, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. VARGAS, 
Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. JAYAPAL, and 
Ms. CLARKE of New York): 

H.R. 4978. A bill to provide for the protec-
tion of agricultural workers, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
and in addition to the Committees on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, Financial Serv-
ices, Oversight and Accountability, House 
Administration, and the Judiciary, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CASAR (for himself, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. BOWMAN, 
Ms. BUDZINSKI, Ms. BUSH, Mr. 
DELUZIO, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. FROST, 
Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GARCÍA of Illi-
nois, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. JAYAPAL, 
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. MCGOV-
ERN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. THANEDAR, 
Ms. TLAIB, and Mr. VARGAS): 

H.R. 4979. A bill to regulate market con-
centration and competition in the food and 
agriculture industry, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. CASTEN (for himself, Ms. NOR-
TON, and Mr. CARSON): 

H.R. 4980. A bill to prohibit a court from 
awarding damages based on race, ethnicity, 
gender, religion, or actual or perceived sex-
ual orientation, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 4981. A bill to prohibit authority to 

provide financial assistance for, or approve, 
tolling on Interstate Route 5 or Interstate 
Route 205 in the State of Oregon under cer-
tain tolling programs; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 4982. A bill to amend title 23, United 

States Code, to require the Secretary of 
Transportation to conduct an economic im-
pact study for certain proposed toll facilities 
and projects, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. COHEN (for himself, Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. MULLIN, 
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Ms. NORTON, Ms. OMAR, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, and Ms. LEE of California): 

H.R. 4983. A bill to amend the Fair Credit 
Reporting Act to prohibit the use of con-
sumer credit checks against prospective and 
current employees for the purposes of mak-
ing adverse employment decisions; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. COMER (for himself and Ms. 
NORTON): 

H.R. 4984. A bill to amend the District of 
Columbia Stadium Act of 1957 to provide for 
the transfer of administrative jurisdiction 
over the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Sta-
dium Campus to the Administrator of Gen-
eral Services and the leasing of the Campus 
to the District of Columbia for purposes 
which include commercial and residential 
development, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability, 
and in addition to the Committees on Nat-
ural Resources, and Transportation and In-
frastructure, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. COSTA (for himself, Mr. CAR-
TER of Louisiana, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. 
GOMEZ, Ms. SEWELL, and Ms. GARCIA 
of Texas): 

H.R. 4985. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to support schools of medicine and 
schools of osteopathic medicine in under-
served areas; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. COURTNEY (for himself, Mr. 
SWALWELL, Mr. EVANS, Mr. TAKANO, 
Ms. PINGREE, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. TOKUDA, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
NORCROSS, Mr. LARSON of Con-
necticut, Mr. MORELLE, Ms. PORTER, 
and Ms. CROCKETT): 

H.R. 4986. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to eliminate interest on 
student loans, establish the Education Af-
fordability Trust Fund, increase annual and 
aggregate loan limits, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on the Budget, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. CROCKETT (for herself, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 
NADLER, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. 
BONAMICI, Ms. BROWN, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Mr. CARSON, Mr. CASAR, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CLARKE 
of New York, Ms. DEAN of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. ESCOBAR, 
Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. 
FOUSHEE, Mr. FROST, Mr. ROBERT 
GARCIA of California, Mr. GARCÍA of 
Illinois, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, Mrs. HAYES, Mr. IVEY, 
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Ms. JACKSON 
LEE, Ms. JACOBS, Ms. JAYAPAL, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAMLAGER- 
DOVE, Mr. KEATING, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Ms. LEE of California, Ms. LEE 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. LIEU, Ms. 
MCCLELLAN, Mr. MCGARVEY, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, 
Mr. MOULTON, Mr. MULLIN, Ms. NOR-
TON, Ms. PORTER, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Ms. 
ROSS, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. 
STEVENS, Mr. TAKANO, Mr. THOMPSON 
of Mississippi, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Mr. TONKO, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, 
Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, and Ms. 
WILSON of Florida): 

H.R. 4987. A bill to secure the Federal vot-
ing rights of persons when released from in-
carceration; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina (for 
himself, Mr. RUTHERFORD, and Ms. 
PETTERSEN): 

H.R. 4988. A bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to modernize 
the methods of authenticating controlled 
substances in the pharmaceutical distribu-
tion supply chain, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. DE LA CRUZ (for herself and 
Mr. MOYLAN): 

H.R. 4989. A bill to amend the Child Nutri-
tion Act of 1966 to direct the Secretary of 
Agriculture to allow infant food combina-
tions and dinners under the special supple-
mental nutrition program for women, in-
fants, and children, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself and Ms. 
CASTOR of Florida): 

H.R. 4990. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Energy to carry out a program to provide 
grants and loans to support and expand the 
domestic solar component manufacturing 
supply chain, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. DUARTE: 
H.R. 4991. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Homeland Security to commence a rule 
making to establish a U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection international port of entry at 
the Port of Stockton and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in 
addition to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. ESPAILLAT (for himself, Ms. 
DEAN of Pennsylvania, Mr. SCHNEI-
DER, and Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia): 

H.R. 4992. A bill to amend chapter 44 of 
title 18, United States Code, to ensure that 
all firearms are traceable, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. EZELL (for himself and Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana): 

H.R. 4993. A bill to amend title 46, United 
States Code, to include the replacement or 
purchase of additional cargo handling equip-
ment as an eligible purpose for Capital Con-
struction Funds, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself and 
Mr. QUIGLEY): 

H.R. 4994. A bill to establish officials and 
institutions for the strengthening of the 
partnership and cooperative transparency 
between the United States and Ukraine; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK (for himself, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. VAN DREW, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, 
and Mr. CARTER of Louisiana): 

H.R. 4995. A bill to prohibit certain activi-
ties involving kangaroos and kangaroo prod-
ucts, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FOSTER: 
H.R. 4996. A bill to establish a Critical Ma-

terials Processing Technology Testbed Capa-
bility, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. FULCHER: 
H.R. 4997. A bill to provide for determina-

tion of the grizzly bear species consistent 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia (for himself, 
Mr. BABIN, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. NOR-

MAN, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
GOSAR, Mr. DESJARLAIS, Mr. MILLS, 
Mr. EZELL, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mrs. 
MILLER of Illinois, and Mr. OGLES): 

H.R. 4998. A bill to provide that the final 
rule of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity entitled ‘‘Inadmissibility on Public 
Charge Grounds’’ shall have the full force 
and effect of law, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER (for himself, Mr. 
KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. KIM of New Jersey, 
Ms. MACE, Mr. BACON, Mr. DAVIS of 
North Carolina, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, 
Mr. COSTA, and Mr. CARSON): 

H.R. 4999. A bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to re-
quire silent alarms in elementary schools 
and secondary schools, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce. 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER (for himself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. KIM of New Jersey, 
Ms. MACE, Mr. BACON, Mr. DAVIS of 
North Carolina, Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Mr. TONY GONZALES of Texas, 
Mr. COSTA, and Mr. THOMPSON of 
California): 

H.R. 5000. A bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide funding for school resource officers, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. GRIJALVA (for himself, Mr. 
SABLAN, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. MOYLAN, 
and Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN): 

H.R. 5001. A bill to establish a position of 
Special Advisor for Insular Areas in each Ex-
ecutive department, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER: 
H.R. 5002. A bill to direct the Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram for the cognitive care of veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HORSFORD (for himself, Ms. 
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mrs. MCBATH, Mr. FROST, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, Ms. STEVENS, 
Ms. STRICKLAND, Mrs. RAMIREZ, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. MENG, Mr. DAVIS of Illi-
nois, Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. 
MEEKS, Ms. JACOBS, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. THANEDAR, Mr. 
MORELLE, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania, Ms. BROWN, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. 
WILLIAMS of Georgia, Mr. KILMER, 
Mr. MCGARVEY, Ms. BARRAGÁN, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Mr. COSTA, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. TITUS, Mr. TRONE, Mr. KIM of 
New Jersey, and Ms. PORTER): 

H.R. 5003. A bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to build safer, 
thriving communities, and save lives, by in-
vesting in effective community-based vio-
lence reduction initiatives, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon (for herself 
and Mr. HUFFMAN): 

H.R. 5004. A bill to withdraw certain land 
located in Curry County and Josephine 
County, Oregon, from all forms of entry, ap-
propriation, or disposal under the public land 
laws, location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws, and operation under the min-
eral leasing and geothermal leasing laws, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 
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By Mr. HUNT (for himself, Ms. JACK-

SON LEE, Mr. OWENS, Mr. IVEY, Mr. 
DONALDS, Mr. TRONE, and Mr. ARM-
STRONG): 

H.R. 5005. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide appropriate stand-
ards for the inclusion of a term of supervised 
release after imprisonment, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. MAST, 
Mr. WALTZ, and Mr. MILLS): 

H.R. 5006. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
State to take certain actions for the declas-
sification and publication of materials relat-
ing to the Afghanistan withdrawal, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 5007. A bill to provide for green and 

resilient health care infrastructure, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Ms. JAYAPAL (for herself, Ms. 
BARRAGÁN, Ms. ADAMS, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. BOWMAN, 
Ms. BUSH, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CARTER of 
Louisiana, Ms. CASTOR of Florida, 
Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mrs. 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK, Ms. CHU, Ms. 
CLARKE of New York, Mr. CLEAVER, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. CORREA, Ms. 
CROCKETT, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. 
GRIJALVA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. JA-
COBS, Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. LEE of Cali-
fornia, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. MCGOVERN, 
Ms. MENG, Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, 
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. OCASIO-CORTEZ, Ms. 
OMAR, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. POCAN, Ms. 
PRESSLEY, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mrs. RAMI-
REZ, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Ms. SEWELL, Mr. SOTO, Mr. 
THANEDAR, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. TOKUDA, 
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mr. 
TRONE, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Mrs. WAT-
SON COLEMAN, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr. 
CÁRDENAS): 

H.R. 5008. A bill to expand access to health 
care services for immigrants by removing 
legal and policy barriers to health insurance 
coverage, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio (for himself, 
Mrs. DINGELL, Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, 
Mr. COSTA, Mr. CARTER of Georgia, 
Mr. THOMPSON of California, and Mr. 
GARBARINO): 

H.R. 5009. A bill to reauthorize wildlife 
habitat and conservation programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Ms. KELLY of Illinois (for herself, 
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
Mr. HORSFORD, Ms. SEWELL, Ms. NOR-
TON, Mr. SARBANES, Ms. PORTER, Ms. 
MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO, Mr. FROST, Mr. SCHIFF, 
Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. JACKSON of Illi-
nois, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. EVANS, Mr. CROW, 
Ms. TITUS, Mr. TONKO, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. 
JACKSON LEE, Ms. WILSON of Florida, 
Ms. BROWN, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, and Ms. 
PETTERSEN): 

H.R. 5010. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, in coordination 
with the Director of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, to submit to the 
Congress an annual report on the effects of 
gun violence on public health; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania (for 
himself, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. 
WENSTRUP, Mrs. MILLER of West Vir-
ginia, Mr. ESTES, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois, and Ms. SEWELL): 

H.R. 5011. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 and the Small Business Act 
to expand the availability of employee stock 
ownership plans in S corporations, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Commit-
tees on Small Business, and Education and 
the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mrs. KIM of California (for herself, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. JOYCE of 
Ohio, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Mr. 
BACON, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, 
Mr. KILMER, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. 
SHERRILL, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Mrs. 
HINSON): 

H.R. 5012. A bill to improve research and 
data collection on stillbirths, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself, Ms. 
DELBENE, Mr. WENSTRUP, Ms. 
SCHRIER, Mr. BUCSHON, and Mr. BLU-
MENAUER): 

H.R. 5013. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to revise certain 
regulations in relation to the Medicare 
shared savings program and other alter-
native payment arrangements to encourage 
participation in such program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and in addition to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LANDSMAN (for himself, Mr. 
MILLER of Ohio, and Mr. LEVIN): 

H.R. 5014. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress a re-
port on the Warrior Training Advancement 
Course, to direct the Secretary of Agri-
culture to administer a pilot program to em-
ploy veterans in positions that relate to ag-
riculture, conservation, and nutrition activi-
ties of the Department of Agriculture, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 
H.R. 5015. A bill to amend the Infastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service, to enter into 
contracts, grants, and agreements to carry 
out certain ecosystem restoration activities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
H.R. 5016. A bill to increase efficiency and 

conservation in public water systems, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce. 

By Mr. LIEU (for himself, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mr. CARBAJAL, and Mr. 
FITZPATRICK): 

H.R. 5017. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to issue guidance with 
respect to space systems, services, and tech-
nology as critical infrastructure, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Science, Space, and Technology. 

By Mr. LUTTRELL (for himself, Mr. 
SELF, Mr. JACKSON of Texas, Ms. 
SALAZAR, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. GIMENEZ, 
Mr. POSEY, Mrs. BOEBERT, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, and Mr. NORMAN): 

H.R. 5018. A bill to establish vetting stand-
ards for the placement of unaccompanied 
alien children with sponsors, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. MACE: 
H.R. 5019. A bill to limit the salaries and 

certain travel expenses of the Special Presi-
dential Envoy for Climate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mrs. MCCLAIN (for herself and Mr. 
DAVIS of North Carolina): 

H.R. 5020. A bill to prohibit the use of tax-
payer dollars to support animal experimen-
tation in the laboratories of adversarial na-
tions; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM: 
H.R. 5021. A bill to prohibit the sale or 

transfer of certain critical minerals to for-
eign entities of concern; to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY (for himself, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. TONKO, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, Ms. NORTON, Mr. TRONE, 
Mr. CONNOLLY, and Mr. COHEN): 

H.R. 5022. A bill to place a moratorium on 
the issuance and renewal of certain Federal 
authorizations for mountaintop removal coal 
mining until a health study is conducted, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, and in addition to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce, and 
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. MCGOVERN (for himself, Ms. 
MCCOLLUM, and Ms. ADAMS): 

H.R. 5023. A bill to expand opportunity for 
agricultural producers, increase consumer 
choice in food markets, and enhance Amer-
ican international competitiveness by estab-
lishing new programs for food innovation, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. 
LAWLER, Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, and 
Ms. SALAZAR): 

H.R. 5024. A bill to require the USAID 
Youth Coordinator, in their role as defined 
by the USAID Youth Policy, to coordinate 
cross-sectoral international development ef-
forts related to youth, inclusive of youth, 
peace, and security, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. MENG (for herself, Mr. GARCÍA 
of Illinois, Ms. JAYAPAL, Ms. BUSH, 
Ms. CLARKE of New York, Mr. DOG-
GETT, Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. EVANS, Ms. 
GARCIA of Texas, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. NORTON, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. OMAR, 
Mr. PALLONE, Mr. PANETTA, Mr. 
POCAN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. SMITH 
of Washington, Ms. STRICKLAND, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. TORRES of New York, 
Mrs. TORRES of California, Mrs. 
TRAHAN, Mr. VARGAS, Ms. 
VELÁZQUEZ, Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, 
Ms. WILSON of Florida, and Mr. NAD-
LER): 
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H.R. 5025. A bill to establish the National 

Office of New Americans within the Execu-
tive Office of the President, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary, and in addition to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia (for 
herself and Ms. SEWELL): 

H.R. 5026. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for new markets 
tax credit investments in the Rural Jobs 
Zone; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia (for 
herself and Ms. SEWELL): 

H.R. 5027. A bill to improve the under-
standing of, and promote access to treat-
ment for, chronic kidney disease, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and in addition to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin (for her-
self and Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN): 

H.R. 5028. A bill to amend the Child Abuse 
Prevention and Treatment Act to ensure 
that child protective services systems do not 
permit the separation of children from par-
ents on the basis of poverty, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Mr. MORAN (for himself, Ms. ROSS, 
Mr. HUNT, Mr. PFLUGER, and Mr. 
IVEY): 

H.R. 5029. A bill to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
provide that COPS grant funds may be used 
for local law enforcement recruits to attend 
schools or academies if the recruits agree to 
serve in precincts of law enforcement agen-
cies in their communities; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mrs. 
RODGERS of Washington, Ms. HOYLE 
of Oregon, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. 
HUFFMAN, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Ms. POR-
TER, and Ms. WILD): 

H.R. 5030. A bill to extend the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act of 2000; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, and in addition to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. NEGUSE (for himself, Mr. ARM-
STRONG, Ms. SALINAS, and Ms. 
SCHRIER): 

H.R. 5031. A bill to reauthorize the Joint 
Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership 
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, and in addition to the 
Committee on Natural Resources, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Mr. BISHOP 
of North Carolina, Mr. DONALDS, and 
Mr. GOSAR): 

H.R. 5032. A bill to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to prohibit the issuance of a cen-
tral bank digital currency, to prohibit Fed-
eral reserve banks from offering certain 
products or services, to prohibit holding or 
owning central bank digital currencies of 
any country, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. PHILLIPS (for himself, Mr. 
CARTER of Louisiana, Mr. IVEY, and 
Ms. CLARKE of New York): 

H.R. 5033. A bill to provide standing au-
thority and accountability for the Secretary 
of Agriculture and senior leadership of the 
Department of Agriculture to improve the 
equitable availability and distribution of 
services and program benefits to the people 
of the United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. PLASKETT: 
H.R. 5034. A bill to designate the facility of 

the United States Postal Service located at 
2119 Market Square in Christiansted, St. 
Croix, United States Virgin Islands, as the 
‘‘Lieutenant General Samuel E. Ebbesen 
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Accountability. 

By Ms. PLASKETT (for herself, Ms. SE-
WELL, and Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 5035. A bill to modify the special rules 
for Haiti under the Caribbean Basin Eco-
nomic Recovery Act, to extend preferential 
duty treatment program for Haiti under that 
Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. PORTER (for herself, Mrs. 
HINSON, Ms. NORTON, Mrs. KIGGANS of 
Virginia, and Mr. COLE): 

H.R. 5036. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the exclusion 
for employer-provided dependent care assist-
ance including the limitation on dependent 
care flexible spending arrangements; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. PORTER (for herself, Mrs. 
HINSON, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. 
ALLRED, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. NADLER, Mr. 
BEYER, Ms. NORTON, Mr. POCAN, Mr. 
MOULTON, Ms. LEE of California, Mr. 
COHEN, and Ms. KUSTER): 

H.R. 5037. A bill to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993, to repeal certain 
limits on leave for married individuals em-
ployed by the same employer; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce, and 
in addition to the Committees on House Ad-
ministration, and Oversight and Account-
ability, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself, Ms. 
DELAURO, and Ms. BUSH): 

H.R. 5038. A bill to create a database of 
eviction information, establish grant pro-
grams for eviction prevention and legal aid, 
and limit use of housing court-related 
records in consumer reports, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Ms. PRESSLEY (for herself and Mr. 
LYNCH): 

H.R. 5039. A bill to amend the Expedited 
Funds Availability Act to require that funds 
deposited be available for withdrawal in real- 
time, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services. 

By Mr. RASKIN (for himself, Ms. MACE, 
and Mr. BLUMENAUER): 

H.R. 5040. A bill to amend the Intelligence 
Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
to limit the consideration or marihuana use 
when making a security clearance or em-
ployment suitability determination, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability. 

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER (for himself 
and Mr. QUIGLEY): 

H.R. 5041. A bill to amend the Animal Wel-
fare Act to expand and improve the enforce-
ment capabilities of the Attorney General, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 5042. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to provide for fiscal ac-
countability, to require institutions of high-
er education to publish information regard-

ing student success, to provide for school ac-
countability for student loans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself, Ms. 
BONAMICI, and Mr. CASTEN): 

H.R. 5043. A bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to create permanent pay-
ments within the environmental quality in-
centives program for soil health practices 
and carbon sequestration monitoring, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself, Mr. 
DUARTE, Ms. PEREZ, and Ms. PIN-
GREE): 

H.R. 5044. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to carry out certain activities 
relating to research for wood products, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture. 

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr. 
SCOTT of Virginia, Mr. WITTMAN, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. NORTON, 
Mr. HOYER, Mr. IVEY, Ms. MCCLEL-
LAN, Mr. MFUME, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. 
RUPPERSBERGER, and Mr. TRONE): 

H.R. 5045. A bill to establish the Chesa-
peake National Recreation Area as a unit of 
the National Park System, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr. 
MORELLE, Mr. ALLRED, and Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia): 

H.R. 5046. A bill to amend the Help Amer-
ica Vote Act of 2002 to provide increased pro-
tections for election workers and voters in 
elections for Federal office, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on House Admin-
istration, and in addition to the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. SCANLON (for herself and Mr. 
ARMSTRONG): 

H.R. 5047. A bill to exempt juveniles from 
the requirements for suits by prisoners, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. LARSEN of Washington, Mr. 
EVANS, Ms. DELAURO, Mr. CÁRDENAS, 
Mr. RASKIN, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. HIMES, Mr. BOYLE 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. 
TRONE, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Mr. TAKANO, Ms. NORTON, 
Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, Ms. SE-
WELL, Ms. DELBENE, Ms. BARRAGÁN, 
Mr. CASTEN, Mr. ROBERT GARCIA of 
California, Mr. PHILLIPS, Ms. 
TOKUDA, Mr. POCAN, Mr. DESAULNIER, 
Mr. SARBANES, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
BERA, Mr. ALLRED, Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. 
KILMER, Mr. IVEY, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr. SWALWELL, Mr. 
LIEU, Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms. 
WILSON of Florida, Mr. KIM of New 
Jersey, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. HIGGINS of New 
York, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. 
JAYAPAL, Mr. CORREA, Mr. DAVID 
SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. KHANNA, Ms. 
STEVENS, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. TITUS, 
Ms. PELOSI, Mr. COHEN, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. MENG, Mr. QUIGLEY, 
Ms. PORTER, Ms. BALINT, Ms. ESHOO, 
Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. CARTER of Lou-
isiana, Mr. MFUME, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
AGUILAR, Mr. CARSON, Mr. CROW, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Mr. TORRES of New York, 
Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. LEE of 
California, Mr. DELUZIO, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. PINGREE, Ms. STRICKLAND, 
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Ms. VELÁZQUEZ, Mr. AUCHINCLOSS, 
Mr. PASCRELL, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, 
Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Mr. 
ESPAILLAT, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, Ms. 
WEXTON, Mr. DAVIS of North Caro-
lina, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mrs. HAYES, Mrs. 
BEATTY, Ms. SALINAS, Ms. CASTOR of 
Florida, Mrs. FLETCHER, Mr. NOR-
CROSS, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. BEYER, Mr. SCOTT of 
Virginia, Ms. BROWN, Mr. NEGUSE, 
Ms. JACOBS, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. TONKO): 

H.R. 5048. A bill to protect our democracy 
by preventing abuses of Presidential power, 
restoring checks and balances and account-
ability and transparency in government, and 
defending elections against foreign inter-
ference, and for other purposes.protect our 
democracy by preventing abuses of Presi-
dential power, restoring checks and balances 
and accountability and transparency in gov-
ernment, and defending elections against 
foreign interference, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Account-
ability, and in addition to the Committees 
on the Judiciary, House Administration, the 
Budget, Transportation and Infrastructure, 
Rules, Foreign Affairs, Ways and Means, and 
Intelligence (Permanent Select), for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak-
er, in each case for consideration of such pro-
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia (for himself, 
Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. STEVENS, Mrs. 
MCBATH, Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. WILSON of Florida, Ms. ESCOBAR, 
Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. PA-
NETTA, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. NORTON, Mr. 
TAKANO, Mr. SABLAN, Ms. BONAMICI, 
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
SMITH of Washington, Ms. JACOBS, 
Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Ms. MOORE of 
Wisconsin, Mr. CASTEN, Mr. LIEU, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, Ms. GARCIA of Texas, Ms. 
LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, Mr. 
KRISHNAMOORTHI, Ms. TITUS, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Ms. PLASKETT, Ms. BALINT, 
Mr. IVEY, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Mr. 
DESAULNIER, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, 
Mr. POCAN, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms. BROWN, 
Mr. MFUME, Mrs. HAYES, Ms. STRICK-
LAND, Ms. PINGREE, Mr. TRONE, Mr. 
COURTNEY, Ms. WILD, Ms. OMAR, Mr. 
BEYER, Mr. MORELLE, Mrs. NAPOLI-
TANO, Mr. LARSON of Connecticut, Ms. 
LEE of California, Ms. PORTER, Ms. 
DEGETTE, Mr. CUELLAR, Mr. 
GALLEGO, Ms. SCANLON, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. 
PASCRELL, Mr. GARAMENDI, Ms. ROSS, 
Mr. SOTO, Mr. VARGAS, Mr. MRVAN, 
Ms. BROWNLEY, Mr. RASKIN, and Mr. 
GARCÍA of Illinois): 

H.R. 5049. A bill to provide for the long- 
term improvement of public school facilities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. SLOTKIN: 
H.R. 5050. A bill to amend title 5, United 

States Code, to require Members of Congress 
to disclose financial interests in 
cryptocurrency, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on House Administration. 

By Ms. SPANBERGER (for herself and 
Mr. VALADAO): 

H.R. 5051. A bill to amend the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to im-
prove the Rural Energy for America Pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. STANSBURY: 
H.R. 5052. A bill to amend the Public 

Works and Economic Development Act of 
1965 to provide grants for outdoor recreation 
projects to spur economic development, with 
a focus on rural communities, and to provide 
training for rural communities on funding 
opportunities for outdoor recreation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committees on Financial Services, 
and Agriculture, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Ms. STEFANIK (for herself, Ms. 
FOXX, Mr. VALADAO, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, Mr. ALLEN, Mrs. MILLER- 
MEEKS, and Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania): 

H.R. 5053. A bill to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to enhance provisions 
related to wage discrimination, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce. 

By Ms. STRICKLAND (for herself, Ms. 
ESCOBAR, Ms. SEWELL, Mr. HORSFORD, 
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. VEASEY, Ms. 
MCCLELLAN, Ms. NORTON, Mr. CAR-
SON, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. ESPAILLAT, 
Ms. ADAMS, and Mrs. TORRES of Cali-
fornia): 

H.R. 5054. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to prohibit discrimination in 
the Armed Forces; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

By Mr. TAKANO (for himself, Mr. FOS-
TER, Mr. CASTEN, and Mr. BEYER): 

H.R. 5055. A bill to rename the Office of 
Technology Assessment as the Congressional 
Office of Technology, to revise the functions 
and duties of the Office, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration. 

By Ms. TENNEY (for herself, Mr. 
BUCHANAN, and Mr. FEENSTRA): 

H.R. 5056. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the research 
tax credit and provide better access to the 
credit for business startups; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California (for 
himself and Mr. LAMALFA): 

H.R. 5057. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to carry out a program to pro-
vide payments to producers experiencing cer-
tain crop losses as a result of a disaster; to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. TITUS (for herself and Mr. 
KEAN of New Jersey): 

H.R. 5058. A bill to amend the Ukraine 
Freedom Support Act of 2014 to require the 
President to establish a semiconductor sup-
ply chain working group in response to the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine and submit re-
ports to Congress on potential future disrup-
tions to the supply chain; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. TOKUDA (for herself, Mr. 
MOYLAN, Mrs. PELTOLA, Mr. SABLAN, 
and Mr. CASE): 

H.R. 5059. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Food Assistance Act of 1983 to allow certain 
States to directly purchase commodities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Mr. NORCROSS, and Ms. 
BONAMICI): 

H.R. 5060. A bill to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 to 
provide for greater spousal protection under 
defined contribution plans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, and in addition to the 
Committees on Financial Services, and Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 

determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. VALADAO (for himself, Mr. 
SOTO, Mr. COSTA, and Mr. LAMALFA): 

H.R. 5061. A bill to amend the Specialty 
Crops Competitiveness Act of 2004 to direct 
the Secretary of Agriculture to establish a 
program under which the Secretary will 
award grants to eligible organizations to en-
courage the development, maintenance, and 
expansion of commercial domestic market 
for domestically produced specialty crop 
commodities; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mr. VALADAO (for himself, Mr. 
COSTA, Mr. PANETTA, and Mr. 
LAMALFA): 

H.R. 5062. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 to direct the Secretary 
of Agriculture to establish a program under 
which the Secretary will award grants to 
specialty crop producers to acquire certain 
equipment and provide training with respect 
to the use of such equipment; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Mrs. 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Ms. PLASKETT, Mr. 
MOYLAN, and Mr. SABLAN): 

H.R. 5063. A bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to extend the period during which 
credit for contracting with Puerto Rico busi-
nesses and covered territory businesses are 
double counted, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Small Business. 

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Ms. OMAR, Mr. 
TORRES of New York, Ms. DEAN of 
Pennsylvania, Ms. PRESSLEY, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. CARSON, 
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Ms. 
DELBENE, Ms. TITUS, Mr. EVANS, Ms. 
NORTON, Ms. TLAIB, and Ms. ADAMS): 

H.R. 5064. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to provide amounts to public housing 
agencies to install automatic sprinkler sys-
tems in public housing, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices. 

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self and Ms. OMAR): 

H.R. 5065. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to establish a pilot program to provide 
grants for job guarantee programs; to the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce, 
and in addition to the Committee on Ways 
and Means, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia (for her-
self, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. JOYCE of 
Ohio, and Mrs. HINSON): 

H.R. 5066. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize grants to 
evaluate, develop, and expand the use of 
technology-enabled collaborative learning 
and capacity building models to improve ma-
ternal health outcomes, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce. 

By Mr. WITTMAN: 
H.R. 5067. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Energy to establish a task force to study and 
report on supply chains for local electric dis-
tribution grids in the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. PFLUGER (for himself, Mr. 
CARTER of Texas, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. 
ELLZEY, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr. 
CRAWFORD, Mr. RUTHERFORD, Mr. 
YAKYM, Mrs. MILLER of Illinois, Mr. 
SANTOS, Mr. CRENSHAW, Mr. GUTHRIE, 
Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. BABIN, Mr. ZINKE, 
Mr. LUTTRELL, and Mr. CLYDE): 
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H.J. Res. 83. A joint resolution providing 

for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services and the Executive Officer for 
Immigration Review relating to ‘‘Cir-
cumvention of Lawful Pathways’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Ms. 
KUSTER, Mr. NADLER, Mr. RASKIN, 
Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Ms. DEAN 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. 
ESHOO, Ms. BROWNLEY, Ms. DELAURO, 
Ms. LEE of California, Mr. TAKANO, 
and Ms. WILD): 

H. Con. Res. 61. Concurrent resolution sup-
porting Israeli democracy; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Ms. PELOSI: 
H. Res. 621. A resolution expressing support 

for the designation of August 3, 2023, as 
‘‘Tony Bennett Day’’; to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

By Mr. BABIN (for himself, Mr. GRAVES 
of Missouri, Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, 
Mr. NEHLS, Mr. KELLY of Pennsyl-
vania, Mrs. GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. EZELL, Mr. 
NORMAN, Mr. SANTOS, Mr. WEBER of 
Texas, Mr. HUIZENGA, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART, Mr. BEAN of Florida, Mr. 
BERGMAN, Mr. MOOLENAAR, and Mr. 
WALBERG): 

H. Res. 622. A resolution honoring the ef-
forts of the Coast Guard for excellence in 
maritime border security; to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure, and in 
addition to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ (for 
herself, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. LANDSMAN, Ms. 
MANNING, Mr. PHILLIPS, and Mr. 
SHERMAN): 

H. Res. 623. A resolution censuring Paul 
Gosar, Representative of the 9th Congres-
sional District of Arizona; to the Committee 
on Ethics. 

By Mr. BACON (for himself, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. COLE, Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN, Mr. ROUZER, Ms. 
TITUS, Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mrs. 
RADEWAGEN, Mr. SIMPSON, Mr. MAST, 
Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. KILMER, Mr. CAL-
VERT, Mr. WALTZ, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, 
Mr. HUDSON, Mr. ADERHOLT, Mr. 
ALLRED, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Flor-
ida, and Mr. FINSTAD): 

H. Res. 624. A resolution recognizing the 
self-determination of Gibraltar to determine 
its status as a British Overseas Territory; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. CONNOLLY (for himself, Mr. 
GRAVES of Louisiana, Mr. MORELLE, 
and Mr. STEIL): 

H. Res. 625. A resolution recognizing the 
critical role of congressional staff and sup-
port staff working on Capitol Hill and in 
State or district offices; to the Committee 
on House Administration. 

By Ms. CROCKETT: 
H. Res. 626. A resolution censuring Rep-

resentative Andy Ogles; to the Committee on 
Ethics. 

By Mr. GOODEN of Texas (for himself, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. BACON, Mr. RUIZ, Ms. 
MACE, Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. 
WEBSTER of Florida, Ms. GARCIA of 
Texas, Mr. WEBER of Texas, Mr. 
SWALWELL, Mr. GROTHMAN, Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Mr. LAMALFA, Ms. CROCK-
ETT, Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER, Mr. CAR-
SON, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. PAPPAS, Mr. 
ELLZEY, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr. 
FITZPATRICK, Mr. DUARTE, Mr. NEHLS, 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr. MOOLENAAR, 
Mr. WENSTRUP, Mr. MOONEY, Mr. 
BILIRAKIS, Mr. HUDSON, Mr. BABIN, 
Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. DESJARLAIS, 
Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. MIKE GARCIA of 
California, Mr. SANTOS, Mr. 
LOUDERMILK, Mr. DAVID SCOTT of 
Georgia, Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Geor-
gia, and Ms. SPANBERGER): 

H. Res. 627. A resolution condemning the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
for the massacre of political prisoners in 1988 
and the uprisings of recent years, including 
the 2018, 2019, and 2022 uprisings, and calling 
for justice for its victims; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. MOONEY (for himself, Mr. 
NEHLS, Ms. TENNEY, Mr. DUNCAN, Mr. 
GOOD of Virginia, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. 
BABIN, Mr. OGLES, Mr. ROY, Mrs. 
BOEBERT, Mr. BERGMAN, Mrs. MILLER 
of Illinois, Mr. BIGGS, and Mr. NOR-
MAN): 

H. Res. 628. A resolution eliminating the 
Office of Diversity and Inclusion of the 
House of Representatives, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Mr. PERRY, 
Mr. BISHOP of North Carolina, Mr. 
DONALDS, and Mr. GOSAR): 

H. Res. 629. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System and the Federal Open Market 
Committee should not be permitted to de-
velop, create, or implement a central bank 
digital currency, or use any such tool to im-
plement monetary policy; to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

By Mrs. TORRES of California (for her-
self and Mr. FITZPATRICK): 

H. Res. 630. A resolution recognizing Au-
gust 1, National Night Out, the national 
coming together of Americans all over the 
Nation to unite and promote public safety; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. VEASEY: 

H. Res. 631. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives to ad-
vance the country’s national spectrum pol-
icy amidst the 29th anniversary of the Fed-
eral Communications Commission’s first 
spectrum auction that commenced on July 
25, 1994; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Ms. 
SEWELL, Ms. MENG, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. CONNOLLY, 
Mr. SMITH of Washington, and Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois): 

H. Res. 632. A resolution recognizing July 
28, 2023, as ‘‘World Hepatitis Day’’; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Ms. VELÁZQUEZ (for herself, Mr. 
GOLDEN of Maine, Mr. MFUME, Mr. 
LANDSMAN, Ms. CHU, Mr. PAPPAS, Ms. 
SCHOLTEN, Ms. DAVIDS of Kansas, Mr. 
THANEDAR, Mr. PHILLIPS, and Mr. 
MCGARVEY): 

H. Res. 633. A resolution expressing the ap-
proval of Congress for the 70th anniversary 
celebration of the Small Business Adminis-
tration and in recognition of America’s en-
trepreneurs and job creators for their impor-
tant contributions to the United States 
economy; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness. 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND 
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS 

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII 
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted 
to Congress in the Constitution to 
enact the accompanying bill or joint 
resolution and (2) the single subject of 
the bill or joint resolution. 

By Ms. BONAMICI: 
H.R. 4953. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Extreme heat 

By Mrs. NAPOLITANO: 
H.R. 4954. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Mental Health 

By Ms. LEE of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 4955. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Art. I, Sec 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To rename the community-based out-

patient facility of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Monroeville, Pennsylvania, 
as the ‘‘Henry Parham VA Clinic’’ 

By Mr. YAKYM: 
H.R. 4956. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This legislation would create an Advisory 

Committee at the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture to advise on the impacts of recent 
Waters of the United States rulemakings. 

By Mr. KILEY: 
H.R. 4957. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To apply the requirements of the Federal 

Vacancies Reform Act of 1998 to a vacancy in 
the office of the Secretary of Labor, and for 
other purposes. 

By Mr. IVEY: 
H.R. 4958. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8, Clauses 14 and 18, and Amendments 5 and 
8, of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
prosecutorial discretion/judicial procedure/ 

criminal justice 
By Mr. VAN ORDEN: 

H.R. 4959. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, clause 2 (Property 

Clause) 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require to Comptroller General to sub-

mit to Congress a report on the status of 
dams in the USDA watershed program. 

By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 
H.R. 4960. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, 
clause 18 which allows Congress to make all 
laws ‘‘which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution’’ any ‘‘other’’ 
powers vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States. 
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The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Chyna Gibson Stop the Transgender 

Murder Epidemic Act of 2023 will establish a 
commission to address the pervasive, and 
targeted epidemic of fatal violence, eco-
nomic discrimination, and other factors 
disproportionally impacting members of the 
transgender community, and make rec-
ommendations to Congress on appropriate 
remedies. 

By Mr. ARMSTRONG: 
H.R. 4961. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: [The 

Congress shall have Power] To regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the 
several States, and with the Indian Tribes. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide for operating hours for ports of 

entry between the United States of America 
and Canada. 

By Mr. BERGMAN: 
H.R. 4962. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Transportation 

By Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 4963. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause I (Taxing and 

Spending Clause). 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill allows an above-the-line tax de-

duction for union dues and expenses and re-
instates the miscellaneous itemized tax de-
duction for unreimbursed expenses attrib-
utable to the performance of services as an 
employee. 

By Mr. BRECHEEN: 
H.R. 4964. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Repeals the Thrifty Food Plan re-evalua-

tion and increase of 2021. 
By Ms. JACKSON LEE: 

H.R. 4965. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to Article I, Section 8, 
clause 18 which allows Congress to make all 
laws ‘‘which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution’’ any ‘‘other’’ 
powers vested by the Constitution in the 
Government of the United States. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Kimberly Vaughan Firearm Safe Stor-

age Act will protect against harms caused by 
improperly stored firearms by establishing 
best practices for firearm storage, requiring 
labeling on firearm packaging, and providing 
grants to help implement best practices and 
distribute firearm storage devices. 

By Ms. BROWNLEY: 
H.R. 4966. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Guns 

By Ms. BUDZINSKI: 
H.R. 4967. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article I of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Above the line tax deduction for employees 

for the purchase of construction tools and 
personal protective clothing and gear. 

By Mr. BURGESS: 
H.R. 4968. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title XVIII of the Social Secu-

rity Act to exempt qualifying providers of 
services from prior authorization require-
ments under Medicare Advantage plans, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. BURLISON: 
H.R. 4969. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill relates to the SNAP program 

By Mr. LAMALFA: 
H.R. 4970. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To exclude from gross income payments 

made to compensate wildfire survivors for 
losses and damages. 

By Mr. BURLISON: 
H.R. 4971. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill relates to labor policy and union 

member dues for federal employees. 
By Ms. BUSH: 

H.R. 4972. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To end the use of solitary confinement and 

other forms of restrictive housing in all Fed-
eral agencies and entities they contract 
with. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS: 
H.R. 4973. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1. 
All legislative powers herein granted shall 

be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Gang Intervention 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS: 
H.R. 4974. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1. 
All legislative Powers herein granted shall 

be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Improve routing to the 988 Suicide and Cri-

sis Lifeline 
By Mr. CÁRDENAS: 

H.R. 4975. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1. 
All legislative powers herein granted shall 

be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Debtor’s Prison for Kids. 

By Mr. CÁRDENAS: 
H.R. 4976. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 1. 
All legislative powers herein granted shall 

be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and House of 
Representatives. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Miranda Rights for Kids. 

By Mr. CARTER of Georgia: 
H.R. 4977. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Commerce Clause of the U.S. Constitu-

tion gives Congress the power to regulate 
commerce with foreign nations, among the 
states, and with Indian tribes, as enumerated 
in Article I; Section 8, Clause 3 of the United 
States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will improve U.S. capacity to 

compete against China in critical mineral 
extraction and production by expanding the 
U.S. International Development Finance 
Corporation’s ability to assist with invest-
ment for covered critical mineral projects in 
allied and partner countries. 

By Mr. CASAR: 
H.R. 4978. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To provide for the protection of agricul-

tural workers, and for other purposes. 
By Mr. CASAR: 

H.R. 4979. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To regulate market concentration and 

competition in the food and agriculture in-
dustry, and for other purposes. 

By Mr. CASTEN: 
H.R. 4980. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of Section 8 of Article 1 of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit courts from awarding damages 

to plaintiffs in civil actions using a calcula-
tion for projected future earning potential 
that takes into account a plaintiff’s race, 
ethnicity, gender, religion, or actual or per-
ceived sexual orientation. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 4981. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit authority to provide financial 

assistance for, or approve, tolling on Inter-
state Route 5 or Interstate Route 205 in the 
State of Oregon under certain tolling pro-
grams. 

By Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER: 
H.R. 4982. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 23, United States Code, to 

require the Secretary of Transportation to 
conduct an economic impact study for cer-
tain proposed toll facilities and projects, and 
for other purposes. 

By Mr. COHEN: 
H.R. 4983. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Jobs 

By Mr. COMER: 
H.R. 4984. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 17 of the U.S. 

Constitution, in that the legislation ‘‘to ex-
ercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases 
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whatsoever, over such District (not exceed-
ing ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 
particular States, and the Acceptance of 
Congress, become the Seat of the Govern-
ment of the United States, and to exercise 
like Authority over all Places purchased by 
the Consent of the Legislature of the State 
in which the Same shall be, for the Erection 
of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, 
and other needful Buildings.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To transfer administrative jurisdiction of 

the District of Columbia RFK Memorial Sta-
dium campus from the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to the Administrator of General Serv-
ices and authorize a new lease with D.C. for 
redevelopment. 

By Mr. COSTA: 
H.R. 4985. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Grants for the establishment of medical 

schools or branch campuses of medical 
schools 

By Mr. COURTNEY: 
H.R. 4986. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 

to eliminate interest on student loans and 
establish the Education Affordability Trust 
Fund 

By Ms. CROCKETT: 
H.R. 4987. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To secure the Federal voting rights of per-

sons when release from incarceration. 
By Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina: 

H.R. 4988. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos-

metic Act to modernize the methods of au-
thenticating controlled substances in the 
pharmaceutical distribution supply chain. 

By Ms. DE LA CRUZ: 
H.R. 4989. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article IV, Section 3, Clause 2 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Provide healthy food options for infants. 

By Mrs. DINGELL: 
H.R. 4990. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The constitutional authority of Congress 

to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Provides funding to eligible entities for 

construction of new facilities that manufac-
ture solar components as well as retooling, 
retrofitting, or expanding existing facilities 
that manufacture solar components. 

By Mr. DUARTE: 
H.R. 4991. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This single subject of this legislation is 

U.S. Customs enhancement. 
By Mr. ESPAILLAT: 

H.R. 4992. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Clause 3 of Section 8 of Article I of the 
Constitution 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Firearms 

By Mr. EZELL: 
H.R. 4993. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: 
The Congress shall have Power to regulate 

Commerce with foreign Nations, and among 
the several States, and with the Indian 
Tribes; . . . 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend title 46, United States Code, to 

include the replacement or purchase of addi-
tional cargo handling equipment as an eligi-
ble purpose for Capital Construction Funds, 
and for other purposes 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 4994. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Foreign Affairs 

By Mr. FITZPATRICK: 
H.R. 4995. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Animal Welfare 

By Mr. FOSTER: 
H.R. 4996. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
supporting the critical materials supply 

chain. 
By Mr. FULCHER: 

H.R. 4997. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, providing Congress to 

‘‘make all Laws which shall be necessary and 
proper for carrying into Execution’’ the 
power eneumerated in Article 1 and ‘‘all 
other Powers vested by [the] Constitution in 
the Government of the United States, or in 
any Department or Officer thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To delist the ursus arctos horribilis to tar-

get management under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act away from populations that have re-
covered beyond the protection of the ESA. 

By Mr. GOOD of Virginia: 
H.R. 4998. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Repealing President Biden’s Public Charge 

Rule and codifying President Trump’s 2019 
Public Charge Rule. 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER: 
H.R. 4999. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

laws that shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing pow-
ers, and all powers vested by this Constitu-
tion in the government of the United States, 
or in any department or officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Education 

By Mr. GOTTHEIMER: 
H.R. 5000. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all 

laws that shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into execution the foregoing pow-
ers, and all powers vested by this Constitu-

tion in the government of the United States, 
or in any department or officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Judiciary 

By Mr. GRIJALVA: 
H.R. 5001. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
U.S. Constitution Article IV Section 3 

Clause 2 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To establish a position of Special Advisor 

for Insular Areas in each Executive depart-
ment, and for other purposes. 

By Mrs. HARSHBARGER: 
H.R. 5002. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Healthcare 

By Mr. HORSFORD: 
H.R. 5003. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 of the U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Break the Cycle of Violence Act would 

provide federal grants to communities for 
evidence-informed community violence 
intervention and prevention programs de-
signed to interrupt cycles of violence. 

By Ms. HOYLE of Oregon: 
H.R. 5004. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (relating to 

the power to make all laws necessary and 
proper for carrying out the powers vested in 
Congress) 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The single subject of this legislation is 

mining. 
By Mr. HUNT: 

H.R. 5005. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Crime and Law Enforcement 

By Mr. ISSA: 
H.R. 5006. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Declassifies State Department documents 

related to the Afghanistan withdrawal 
By Ms. JAYAPAL: 

H.R. 5007. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Ms. JAYAPAL: 
H.R. 5008. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article I of the 
United States Constitution and its subse-
quent amendments, and further clarified and 
interpreted by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. JOYCE of Ohio: 
H.R. 5009. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorizes conservation programs at the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
By Ms. KELLY of Illinois: 

H.R. 5010. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Clause 18 of section 8 of article 1 of the 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania: 
H.R. 5011. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 1 of the U.S. 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 and the Small Business Act to expand 
the availability of employee stock ownership 
plans in S corporations, and for other pur-
poses. 

By Mrs. KIM of California 
H.R. 5012. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve research and data collection on 

stillbirths, and for other purposes. 
By Mr. LAHOOD: 

H.R. 5013. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion—Congress has the power ‘‘to make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof.’’ 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill would direct the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to revise certain 
regulations in relation to the Medicare 
shared savings program and other alter-
native payment arrangements. 

By Mr. LANDSMAN: 
H.R. 5014. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Employing Veterans to Feed America 

Act would ensure that veterans have a path-
way to meaningful and rewarding employ-
ment following their military service, par-
ticularly in positions relating to agriculture, 
conservation, and nutrition. 

By Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ: 
H.R. 5015. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Agriculture 

By Mr. LEVIN: 
H.R. 5016. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
water policy. 

By Mr. LIEU: 
H.R. 5017. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section VIII 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Space 

By Mr. LUTTRELL: 
H.R. 5018. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 8. To make laws which 
shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into execution the foregoing powers, and all 
other powers vested by this Constitution in 
the government of the United States, or in 
any department or officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Preventing human traficking. 

By Ms. MACE: 
H.R. 5019. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII, Clause XVIII of the 

U.S. Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Limits the salary and certain travel ex-

penses of the Special Envoy for Climate. 
By Mrs. MCCLAIN: 

H.R. 5020. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To prohibit the use of taxdollars to support 

animal experimentation in the laboratories 
of adversarial nations. 

By Ms. MCCOLLUM: 
H.R. 5021. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article I Section 8 of the Con-

stitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Prohibits the sale or transfer of certain 

critical minerals to foreign entities of con-
cern. 

By Mr. MCGARVEY: 
H.R. 5022. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health 

By Mr. MCGOVERN: 
H.R. 5023. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Plant-based food production. 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 5024. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Youth 

By Ms. MENG: 
H.R. 5025. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the US Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Immigration 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia: 
H.R. 5026. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Tax incentives for rural communities. 

By Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia: 
H.R. 5027. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Health Care 

By Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin: 
H.R. 5028. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Taxing and Spending 

Clause 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would ensure that federal funds 

provided to support state child protective 

service systems are not being inappropri-
ately used to separate children from their 
parents solely due to poverty. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
H.R. 5029. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 

Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide that 
COPS grant funds may be used for local law 
enforcement recruits to attend schools or 
academies if the recruits agree to serve in 
precincts of law enforcement agencies in 
their communities. 

By Mr. NEGUSE: 
H.R. 5030. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorize Secure Rural Schools pro-

gram. 
By Mr. NEGUSE: 

H.R. 5031. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Reauthorize Joint Chiefs Landscape Res-

toration Partnership Program. 
By Mr. OGLES: 

H.R. 5032. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section VIII of the United States 

Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To forbid the Federal Reserve from launch-

ing a Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC). 
By Mr. PHILLIPS: 

H.R. 5033. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 18, Con-

gress has the power to make all Laws which 
shall be necessary and proper for carrying 
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all 
other Powers vested by this Constitution in 
the Government of the United States, or in 
any Department or Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To improve the equitable availability and 

distribution of USDA services and program 
benefits to the people of the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

By Ms. PLASKETT: 
H.R. 5034. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To designate a facility of the United States 

Postal Service. 
By Ms. PLASKETT: 

H.R. 5035. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To extend and enhance the preferential 

duty treatment program for Haiti. 
By Ms. PORTER: 

H.R. 5036. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 

1986 to increase the exclusion for employer- 
provided dependent care assistance including 
the limitation on dependent care flexible 
spending arrangements. 

By Ms. PORTER: 
H.R. 5037. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
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Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Family and Medical Leave 

Act of 1993, to repeal certain limits on leave 
for married individuals employed by the 
same employer. 

By Ms. PRESSLEY: 
H.R. 5038. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will provide support to those fac-

ing evictions. 
By Ms. PRESSLEY: 

H.R. 5039. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 of the United 

States Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill will require that funds deposited 

be available for withdrawal in real-time. 
By Mr. RASKEN: 

H.R. 5040. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
This bill is enacted pursuant to the power 

granted to Congress under Article 1, Section 
8 of the United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
to amend the Intelligence Reform and Ter-

rorism Prevention Act of 2004 to limit the 
consideration or marihuana use when mak-
ing a security clearance or employment suit-
ability determination. 

By Mr. RESCHENTHALER: 
H.R. 5041. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Animal Welfare Act to ex-

pand and improve the enforcement capabili-
ties of the Attorney General, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. ROY: 
H.R. 5042. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 

to provide for fiscal accountability. 
By Ms. SALINAS: 

H.R. 5043. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture conserva-

tion and soil health programs 
By Ms. SALINAS: 

H.R. 5044. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to Article I, Section 8, clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
U.S. Department of Agriculture Forestry 

Research and Wood Innovation 
By Mr. SARBANES: 

H.R. 5045. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill or joint resolution. Congress has the 
power to enact this legislation pursuant to 
the following: Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
Public Lands 

By Mr. SARBANES: 
H.R. 5046. 

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following: 

Article I, Section 4, clause 1 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Election Administration 

By Ms. SCANLON: 
H.R. 5047. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Section 8 of article I of the Constitution 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Justice for juveniles 

By Mr. SCHIFF: 
H.R. 5048. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Democracy 

By Mr. SCOTT of Virginia: 
H.R. 5049. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of 

the United States. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Supporting long-term improvements to 

public school facilities. 
By Ms. SLOTKIN: 

H.R. 5050. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
To make all Laws which shall be necessary 

and proper for carrying into Execution the 
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of 
the United States, or in any Department or 
Officer thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill requires Members of Congress to 

disclose their cryptocurrency holdings and 
related transactions that exceed $1,000, as 
well as those of their spouses and dependent 
children. The bill also imposes penalties for 
failing to make accurate and timely disclo-
sures. 

By Ms. SPANBERGER: 
H.R. 5051. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
The bill makes programmatic changes to 

the Rural Energy for America Program 
(REAP). 

By Ms. STANSBURY: 
H.R. 5052. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the 

Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
following statement is submitted regarding 
the specific powers granted to Congress in 
the Constitution to enact the accompanying 
bill or joint resolution. Congress has the 
power to enact this legislation pursuant to 
the following: Article 1, Section 8, Clause 7 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Public Works and Economic 

Development Act of 1965 to provide grants 
for outdoor recreation projects to spur eco-
nomic development and for other purposes. 

By Ms. STEFANIK: 
H.R. 5053. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Modifies the Fair Labor Standards Act to 

address workplace wage discrimination 
based on sex. 

By Ms. STRICKLAND: 
H.R. 5054. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 

To codify non-discrimination for 
servicemembers 

By Mr. TAKANO: 
H.R. 5055. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To rename and revise the functions and du-

ties of the Office of Technology Assessment. 
By Ms. TENNEY: 

H.R. 5056. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill would double the R&D tax credit. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of California: 
H.R. 5057. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1 Section Section 8 Clause 18: Nec-

essary and Proper 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Agriculture 

By Ms. TITUS: 
H.R. 5058. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
The Congress has the power to enact this 

legislation pursuant to Article I of the 
United States Constitution. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
International Affairs 

By Ms. TOKUDA: 
H.R. 5059. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clauses 1 and 18 of the 

United States Constitution. 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Amending the Emergency Food Assistance 

Act of 1983 to allow certain States to di-
rectly purchase commodities. 

By Ms. UNDERWOOD: 
H.R. 5060. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Retirement 

By Mr. VALADAO: 
H.R. 5061. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 (Commerce 

Clause) 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Specialty Crops Competi-

tiveness Act of 2004 to direct the Secretary 
of Agriculture to establish a program under 
which the Secretary will award grants to eli-
gible organizations to encourage the devel-
opment, maintenance, and expansion of com-
mercial domestic market for domestically 
produced specialty crop commodities. 

By Mr. VALADAO: 
H.R. 5062. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 (Commerce 

Clause) 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Agricultural Marketing Act 

of 1946 to direct the Secretary of Agriculture 
to establish a program under which the Sec-
retary will award grants to specialty crop 
producers to acquire certain equipment and 
provide training with respect to the use of 
such equipment. 

By Ms. VELZQUEZ: 
H.R. 5063. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The Congress shall have power. . . to regu-

late Commerce with foreign Nations, and 
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among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
To amend the Small Business Act to ex-

tend the period during which credit for con-
tracting with Puerto Rico businesses and 
covered territory businesses are double 
counted. 

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN: 
H.R. 5064. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 18: [The Con-

gress shall have Power . . .] To make all 
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for 
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United 
States, or in any Department or Officer 
thereof. 

The single subject of this legislation is: 
The Public Fire Safety Act will establish a 

grant program to provide amounts to public 
housing agencies to install automatic sprin-
kler systems in public housing, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN: 
H.R. 5065. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, clause 3 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
To require the Secretary of Labor to estab-

lish a pilot program to provide grants for job 
guarantee programs. 

By Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia: 
H.R. 5066. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This bill supports the use of technology to 

improve, and address disparities in, maternal 
health outcomes. 

By Mr. WITTMAN: 
H.R. 5067. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-

tion 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
Electric Grid Supply Chain 

By Mr. PFLUGER: 
H.J. Res. 83. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article 1, Section 8 
The single subject of this legislation is: 
This resolution uses the Congressional Re-

view Act to repeal the ‘‘Circumention of 
Lawful Pathways’’ rule. 

f 

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows: 

H.R. 11: Mr. CORREA, Mr. SCHNEIDER, Mr. 
NICKEL, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois, 
Mr. MEEKS, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Mr. 
BOYLE of Pennsylvania, Ms. ADAMS, and Ms. 
HOULAHAN. 

H.R. 176: Mr. COSTA and Ms. ESHOO. 
H.R. 203: Mr. EDWARDS. 
H.R. 431: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 491: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 531: Mr. VAN ORDEN, Mr. JOHNSON of 

Ohio, and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 542: Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia, Ms. 

WEXTON, Ms. TOKUDA, and Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 552: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 619: Mrs. TRAHAN and Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 645: Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida. 
H.R. 696: Mr. MIKE GARCIA of California, 

Mr. KILEY, Ms. BROWNLEY, and Mr. 
CÁRDENAS. 

H.R. 700: Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. VALADAO, and 
Mr. KUSTOFF. 

H.R. 779: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 802: Mrs. WAGNER. 
H.R. 820: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 895: Mr. HORSFORD. 
H.R. 936: Mr. BOST and Mr. KELLY of Mis-

sissippi. 
H.R. 976: Mr. SELF. 
H.R. 1074: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 1100: Mr. BILIRAKIS. 
H.R. 1135: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 1235: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 1247: Mr. Garcı́a of Illinois. 
H.R. 1255: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 1273: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 1277: Mr. FLEISCHMANN. 
H.R. 1293: Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 1298: Mr. TRONE. 
H.R. 1328: Mr. MFUME. 
H.R. 1378: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 1385: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 1406: Mr. PAPPAS and Mrs. MILLER of 

West Virginia. 
H.R. 1407: Mr. LAWLER, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. 

BROWN, Mr. MAGAZINER, and Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 1413: Ms. KUSTER and Mr. GOODEN of 

Texas. 
H.R. 1427: Mr. HARRIS. 
H.R. 1432: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia 

and Mr. CAREY. 
H.R. 1475: Mr. LAMBORN. 
H.R. 1477: Mr. MANN, Mr. CALVERT, Mr. 

GOSAR, Mr. LATURNER, Ms. PETTERSEN, Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia, and Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of 
Georgia. 

H.R. 1488: Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. LARSEN of 
Washington, Mr. VICENTE GONZALEZ of 
Texas, Mr. SABLAN, and Mr. MCGOVERN. 

H.R. 1608: Mr. ALFORD. 
H.R. 1617: Mr. RUTHERFORD, Ms. NORTON, 

Mr. PHILLIPS, Mr. NADLER, Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Ms. DE LA CRUZ, and Ms. 
CLARKE of New York. 

H.R. 1634: Mr. STEUBE. 
H.R. 1671: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 1705: Ms. CHU, Ms. JACOBS, Mr. JOHN-

SON of Georgia, Mr. QUIGLEY, Ms. ROSS, Mr. 
FOSTER, and Mr. GALLEGO. 

H.R. 1708: Mr. GOMEZ. 
H.R. 1719: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 1723: Mr. GALLEGO. 
H.R. 1752: Mrs. PELTOLA. 
H.R. 1776: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 1831: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H.R. 2365: Mrs. SYKES, Mr. COSTA, and Mr. 

TURNER. 
H.R. 2370: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 2371: Mr. KILMER. 
H.R. 2377: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 2393: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 2400: Mr. YAKYM and Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 2402: Mr. TONKO. 
H.R. 2407: Ms. GREENE of Georgia, Mr. 

YAKYM, and Mr. CÁRDENAS. 
H.R. 2431: Ms. PORTER. 
H.R. 2447: Mrs. CAMMACK and Mr. MOYLAN. 
H.R. 2601: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 
H.R. 2620: Mr. FITZPATRICK. 
H.R. 2665: Mr. FLOOD. 
H.R. 2726: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 2730: Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. 
H.R. 2734: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 2735: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 2742: Mr. CRAWFORD and Mr. SMITH of 

New Jersey. 
H.R. 2771: Ms. WEXTON. 
H.R. 2772: Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. 
H.R. 2788: Ms. STRICKLAND and Mr. 

SMUCKER. 
H.R. 2800: Mr. STAUBER. 
H.R. 2801: Mrs. HAYES and Mr. MORELLE. 
H.R. 2830: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 2851: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. 

CROW. 
H.R. 2871: Mr. RASKIN, Mr. DAVIS of North 

Carolina, and Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 2891: Ms. STRICKLAND. 

H.R. 2923: Mrs. TRAHAN. 
H.R. 2939: Ms. TLAIB. 
H.R. 2955: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 2957: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 2976: Mr. FOSTER. 
H.R. 3037: Ms. DEGETTE. 
H.R. 3073: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.R. 3117: Ms. CLARKE of New York. 
H.R. 3127: Ms. LOFGREN, Ms. PEREZ, and Ms. 

TENNEY. 
H.R. 3129: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 3144: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
H.R. 3152: Mr. JAMES, Mr. BUCK, Mr. HILL, 

Ms. BUDZINSKI, Mr. NEAL, and Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 3170: Mr. NEHLS, Mrs. CHAVEZ- 

DEREMER, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, and Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 3176: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois. 
H.R. 3183: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 3207: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 3212: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 3232: Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. 
H.R. 3266: Mr. MOORE of Alabama. 
H.R. 3269: Mr. ISSA and Mrs. FISCHBACH. 
H.R. 3305: Mr. COSTA. 
H.R. 3325: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 3327: Mr. MANN and Mr. BURCHETT. 
H.R. 3333: Mr. LEVIN. 
H.R. 3352: Ms. BUSH. 
H.R. 3369: Mr. OBERNOLTE. 
H.R. 3385: Mr. FULCHER. 
H.R. 3402: Mr. NICKEL. 
H.R. 3413: Mr. CORREA and Mr. MULLIN. 
H.R. 3420: Mr. LIEU and Mr. STANTON. 
H.R. 3498: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. 

MCGARVEY. 
H.R. 3519: Ms. LEGER FERNANDEZ. 
H.R. 3545: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 3561: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 3608: Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. GOMEZ, Ms. 

BROWNLEY, and Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. 
H.R. 3646: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 3674: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 3685: Mr. GOOD of Virginia. 
H.R. 3713: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H.R. 3755: Mr. COMER. 
H.R. 3774: Mr. BUCK, Mr. POSEY, Ms. 

BUDZINSKI, Mr. BABIN, Mr. TIFFANY, Mr. 
MOULTON, Mr. CALVERT, and Mr. NEAL. 

H.R. 3790: Mr. ALLRED. 
H.R. 3792: Mr. HUIZENGA. 
H.R. 3817: Mr. ALLRED, Mr. KIM of New Jer-

sey, and Mr. GRIJALVA. 
H.R. 3821: Mr. NUNN of Iowa. 
H.R. 3838: Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 3850: Ms. MATSUI. 
H.R. 3867: Mr. ESPAILLAT, Ms. CLARKE of 

New York, and Ms. MENG. 
H.R. 3879: Mr. NICKEL and Ms. HOULAHAN. 
H.R. 3882: Mr. RESCHENTHALER. 
H.R. 3887: Mr. GAETZ, Mr. NEHLS, and Mrs. 

CAMMACK. 
H.R. 3888: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 3904: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 3907: Mr. MOSKOWITZ, Mr. VAN DREW, 

Mr. RESCHENTHALER, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr. 
ROSE, Ms. TITUS, Mr. BACON, and Ms. STE-
VENS. 

H.R. 3939: Mr. HIMES. 
H.R. 3995: Mr. LALOTA. 
H.R. 4006: Mr. BOST. 
H.R. 4014: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. 
H.R. 4034: Ms. BUSH. 
H.R. 4037: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. 
H.R. 4052: Mr. LANDSMAN and Mr. BOYLE of 

Pennsylvania. 
H.R. 4059: Ms. SALAZAR. 
H.R. 4091: Mr. MOLINARO. 
H.R. 4103: Ms. TOKUDA. 
H.R. 4110: Mr. IVEY, Mr. POCAN, and Mr. 

PAYNE. 
H.R. 4111: Mr. JAMES. 
H.R. 4122: Ms. ADAMS, Ms. UNDERWOOD, and 

Mr. CLYBURN. 
H.R. 4132: Mr. LAWLER. 
H.R. 4144: Mr. BURGESS. 
H.R. 4162: Mr. GIMENEZ. 
H.R. 4172: Mr. TAKANO. 
H.R. 4173: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
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H.R. 4196: Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. GOSAR, Mrs. 

MILLER-MEEKS, Mr. MANN, and Mr. GOOD of 
Virginia. 

H.R. 4227: Ms. LEE of Nevada. 
H.R. 4256: Mr. VEASEY and Ms. ADAMS. 
H.R. 4278: Mr. CLINE. 
H.R. 4289: Mr. CARSON. 
H.R. 4328: Mr. HARDER of California. 
H.R. 4331: Mr. NADLER. 
H.R. 4335: Mr. CUELLAR. 
H.R. 4389: Mr. ALLRED and Ms. PETTERSEN. 
H.R. 4390: Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia. 
H.R. 4427: Mr. BIGGS. 
H.R. 4438: Ms. ROSS. 
H.R. 4515: Ms. McClellan. 
H.R. 4531: Mrs. CAMMACK, Mrs. SYKES, Mr. 

KILMER, Mr. NICKEL, Ms. CLARKE of New 
York, Mr. CURTIS, Mrs. KIM of California, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. TRONE, Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Ms. 
SEWELL, and Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. 

H.R. 4564: Mr. TORRES of New York and Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio. 

H.R. 4571: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. TRONE, Mr. 
THANEDAR, and Ms. McClellan. 

H.R. 4594: Ms. NORTON and Mr. JOHNSON of 
Georgia. 

H.R. 4621: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey. 
H.R. 4646: Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 4666: Mr. PHILLIPS. 
H.R. 4668: Mr. LALOTA and Mr. DAVIS of 

North Carolina. 
H.R. 4691: Mr. HILL. 
H.R. 4705: Mr. ROUZER, Mr. FINSTAD, and 

Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 4729: Mr. BALDERSON. 
H.R. 4738: Mr. NORMAN and Mr. PALMER. 
H.R. 4739: Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Mr. 

WALBERG, and Mr. CARTER of Georgia. 

H.R. 4750: Mrs. TORRES of California and 
Mr. BLUMENAUER. 

H.R. 4757: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina. 
H.R. 4758: Ms. CASTOR of Florida, Mr. 

FITZPATRICK, Ms. KUSTER, and Mrs. 
CAMMACK. 

H.R. 4763: Mr. MOLINARO. 
H.R. 4774: Mr. ESPAILLAT, Mr. NADLER, and 

Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 4783: Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. 
H.R. 4796: Mr. GOLDEN of Maine. 
H.R. 4800: Ms. LOFGREN. 
H.R. 4802: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 4814: Ms. CASTOR of Florida. 
H.R. 4831: Mr. LAMBORN and Mr. BABIN. 
H.R. 4832: Mr. PETERS. 
H.R. 4836: Ms. NORTON. 
H.R. 4842: Mr. TURNER, Mr. KELLY of Mis-

sissippi, Mr. ZINKE, Mr. ROUZER, 
Mr. GIMENEZ, Mr. FLOOD, Mr. WITTMAN, and 

Mrs. STEEL. 
H.R. 4845: Ms. SLOTKIN. 
H.R. 4848: Mr. TIFFANY and Mrs. CAMMACK. 
H.R. 4865: Ms. SALAZAR. 
H.R. 4871: Ms. OMAR. 
H.R. 4884: Mrs. FLETCHER. 
H.R. 4889: Mr. RYAN, Ms. PETTERSEN, and 

Mr. BEYER. 
H.R. 4895: Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. 

JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. RASKIN, Mr. COHEN, 
Ms. NORTON, Ms. STEVENS, Mr. MFUME, Ms. 
CASTOR of Florida, Mr. COURTNEY, Mr. 
TONKO, Ms. WILD, Mr. TRONE, Mr. ROBERT 
GARCIA of California, Ms. KELLY of Illinois, 
Ms. SLOTKIN, Ms. TITUS, Mrs. CHERFILUS- 
MCCORMICK, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of Florida, 
Ms. MCCOLLUM, Mr. IVEY, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
Mr. KIM of New Jersey, Mr. LARSON of Con-

necticut, Mr. EVANS, Mr. KEATING, Ms. CHU, 
Ms. CRAIG, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. GOMEZ, and Mr. 
BEYER. 

H.R. 4907: Ms. TLAIB, Ms. LEE of Pennsyl-
vania, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, and Mr. MULLIN. 

H.R. 4914: Mr. ALLRED, Mr. GRIJALVA, and 
Mrs. SYKES. 

H.R. 4919: Ms. BUSH. 
H.R. 4927: Mr. SANTOS. 
H.R. 4928: Mr. CASTRO of Texas and Ms. LEE 

of California. 
H.R. 4941: Ms. KUSTER. 
H.J. Res. 72: Mr. ALLRED. 
H. Con. Res. 37: Ms. MCCOLLUM. 
H. Con. Res. 44: Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. 

HORSFORD, Mr. NEGUSE, Mr. SCOTT of Vir-
ginia, Ms. WATERS, Mr. CLYBURN, and Mr. 
CLEAVER. 

H. Con. Res. 49: Mr. YAKYM. 
H. Res. 275: Mr. OWENS. 
H. Res. 374: Mr. ALLRED, Mrs. TRAHAN, Mr. 

NADLER, and Mr. MORELLE. 
H. Res. 464: Mr. MOONEY. 
H. Res. 492: Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. PHILLIPS, 

and Mr. COSTA. 
H. Res. 527: Mr. SHERMAN and Mr. BACON. 
H. Res. 558: Mr. COURTNEY. 
H. Res. 559: Mr. BABIN, Mr. STEUBE, Mr. 

CARTER of Georgia, and Mr. TRONE. 
H. Res. 585: Mr. COSTA and Mr. MOSKOWITZ. 
H. Res. 605: Mr. MCGOVERN and Ms. NOR-

TON. 
H. Res. 615: Ms. LOFGREN, Mr. CARSON, Ms. 

DEAN of Pennsylvania, Ms. JACOBS, and Mrs. 
WATSON COLEMAN. 
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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ANGUS 
S. KING, Jr., a Senator from the State 
of Maine. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Majestic God, You have been our 

dwelling place in all generations, and 
we are sustained by Your unfailing 
love. 

Today, surround our Senators with 
the shield of Your favor as they labor 
to keep our Nation strong. Lord, teach 
them to be obedient to Your com-
mands, doing Your good will as Your 
presence fills them with joy. May they 
be quick to listen, slow to speak, and 
slow to anger. Manifest Your power 
throughout their labors so that this 
Nation will be exalted by righteous-
ness. May Your angels guide us all in 
our ways. 

We pray in Your mighty Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, July 27, 2023. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable ANGUS S. KING, Jr., a 
Senator from the State of Maine, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. KING thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2024—Resumed 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will resume consideration of S. 
2226, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2226) to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2024 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

Pending: 
Schumer (for Reed-Wicker) amendment 

No. 935, in the nature of a substitute. 
Schumer amendment No. 936 (to amend-

ment No. 935), to add an effective date. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

S. 2226 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today 
the Senate will continue to process the 

National Defense Authorization Act, 
the NDAA. I believe we have had a 
really good process so far, and I hope 
this bipartisan work can get us 
through to the finish as soon as pos-
sible. 

We made good progress on amend-
ments last night. It took a while, but 
we have voted on 19 amendments to the 
NDAA and have at least 8 more amend-
ment votes lined up for today. We have 
a lot of votes to get through, so I urge 
Senators—I urge my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle—to be cooperative, to 
remain in the Senate Chamber as the 
series of votes progresses through the 
afternoon so we can keep the process 
moving. 

Last night, we ran a hotline that in-
cludes a few additional votes and a 
managers’ package of 48 amendments— 
23 from Democrats, 23 from Repub-
licans, and 2 bipartisan. Each side of 
the aisle has amendments they really 
want in that managers’ package and a 
good number of them were bipartisan. 
We have had an open and constructive 
amendment process for the NDAA, 
with both sides—both sides—working 
together in good faith. This is exactly 
how the process for the NDAA should 
look: bipartisan, cooperative. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues, 
particularly Senators REED and 
WICKER, for their good work. 

I am also proud of our first man-
agers’ package that had 51 amend-
ments—21 from Republicans, 21 from 
Democrats, and 9 bipartisan. And some 
of the biggest accomplishments in this 
bill, I am proud to say, are broadly bi-
partisan, like progress on our efforts to 
outcompete the Chinese Government. 

As I have been saying for weeks, 
passing the NDAA is a chance to show 
the American people how the Senate 
can productively work. 

Another really important thing that 
is in this bill is the FEND Off Fentanyl 
Act, which will help give the adminis-
tration tools it needs, including emer-
gency powers, to stop the precursor 
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drugs from flowing out of China—the 
Chinese Government has done virtually 
nothing to help us thus far—going to 
Mexico, being made into fentanyl, and 
then being shipped to the United 
States to kill our children. Over 100,000 
people have died of fentanyl last year. 

So as I have been saying for weeks, 
the NDAA is a chance to show the 
American people the Senate can work 
productively on significant things they 
care about as well as on national secu-
rity matters, which they care about as 
well. 

What is happening in the Senate is a 
stark contrast to the partisan race to 
the bottom we saw in the House, where 
House Republicans are pushing par-
tisan legislation that has zero chance 
of passing. House Republicans should 
look to the Senate to see how things 
get done. We are passing important bi-
partisan legislation. They are throwing 
on the floor partisan legislation that 
has no chance of passing. The contrast 
is glaring. If House Republicans would 
look to how we are working here in the 
Senate and emulate us a little more, 
they could be far more productive. 

We have every reason today to be-
lieve that we can finish the NDAA as 
soon as possible, and I am hopeful we 
can get it done. 

APPROPRIATIONS 

Mr. President, off the floor, our ap-
propriators continue to make good 
progress on the appropriations bill. 
This morning, the Appropriations Com-
mittee is marking up the remaining 
four appropriations bills. 

It is just like the NDAA. Both sides— 
Democrats, Republicans—have been 
working really well together. This is 
never an easy process. But I really 
want to thank Chair MURRAY and Vice 
Chair COLLINS. They have worked to-
gether in a really supremely bipar-
tisan, almost exquisite, way for shep-
herding these bills through committee 
with bipartisan support. It ain’t easy 
in this time when the country is so di-
vided. 

This is a model for how appropria-
tions processes should always work: 
both sides coming together, finding 
common ground, and advancing bills 
that invest in American families, keep 
communities safe, drive down our 
costs, and keep our government open. 
It is this type of bipartisanship that 
has prevented any government shut-
downs last Congress when Democrats 
had majorities in the House and Sen-
ate. And the American people certainly 
don’t want to see a shutdown now. 

So there is a lot of work left to do, 
but I am pleased that our appropriators 
are making progress on these markups, 
and I thank them again. 

You look at the NDAA bill and you 
look at the appropriations bill, you 
compare the House to the Senate, the 
contrast, as I said, is glaring. And 
House Republicans should look to the 
Senate for how to really get things 
done and help the American people in-
stead of just shouting partisan screeds. 

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Mr. President, on the AI briefing, 

yesterday, we held our third all-Senate 
briefing on AI. This was our final brief-
ing, in a three-part series on AI, and it 
focused on U.S. investment and innova-
tion and American leadership in AI 
technology that will continue to shape 
our world over the next decade and be-
yond. 

The presentation was informative. 
Our briefers did a superb job high-
lighting just how quickly AI tech-
nology is developing. 

I want to thank our briefers: Rick 
Stevens from the Department of En-
ergy; Dr. Geri Richmond from the De-
partment of Energy; Dr. Sethuraman 
Panchanathan, nicknamed affection-
ately ‘‘Panch,’’ head of the National 
Science Foundation; Dr. Kathleen 
Fisher from DARPA; and our moder-
ator, Dr. Jose-Marie Giffiths. 

We had great attendance on all three 
of our AI briefings. Both Democrats 
and Republicans were engaged and 
asked a lot of really good questions. It 
shows there is real bipartisan interest 
in AI, which will be necessary if we 
want to make progress on what really 
is imperative for this country: putting 
together AI legislation that encourages 
innovation but has safeguards to pre-
vent the liabilities that AI could 
present. 

Later this fall, we will continue our 
work on AI by convening the first ever 
AI Insight Forums. These forums will 
bring the top AI developers, executives, 
and experts together to lay the founda-
tion for action on AI. 

And, again, I want to thank my col-
leagues who attended our briefings, in-
cluding, of course, Senators HEINRICH, 
ROUNDS, and YOUNG, part of our little 
group that helped to organize them. 

REMEMBERING TONY BENNETT 
Mr. President, finally, on a great, 

great American icon, Anthony 
Dominick Benedetto, more affection-
ately and widely known as Tony Ben-
nett. We lost an American icon last 
week, a son of Astoria, Queens, and one 
of the most beloved singers of our 
time—the incomparable, wonderful, 
caring Tony Bennett. On Tuesday, I in-
troduced a resolution declaring Tony 
Bennett’s birthday, August 3, as ‘‘Tony 
Bennett Day.’’ 

It didn’t matter if you were young, 
old, or in the middle, if you were a 
close friend or a new fan, everyone just 
loved Tony. Just to hear him sing a few 
bars, you knew he cared about you and 
he really cared about the words of the 
song. He wasn’t just getting up there to 
make some money. He really wanted to 
show his love for music and for people. 

Tony Bennett leaves behind a tre-
mendous legacy that will inspire gen-
erations of artists to come, and I look 
forward to passing this resolution hon-
oring him today a little bit later. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

The Senator from Montana. 
MARC FOGEL 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I would 
like to use my time today to raise 
awareness about an important issue. 
Actually, it is about an important per-
son, and his name is Marc Fogel. 

Marc is a beloved father and husband. 
He is also a son, a brother, and an 
uncle. Over the course of his life, he 
has been a formative mentor to many 
young minds. You see, Marc Fogel 
spent 35 years teaching American his-
tory at American international schools 
around the world and most recently in 
Moscow. But after dedicating so much 
of his life to the service of others, he is 
currently detained in a Russian labor 
camp. 

On August 14, 2021, as Marc returned 
to Russia for 1 final year of teaching 
before a much-deserved retirement, he 
was arrested in a Moscow airport for 
carrying about half an ounce of med-
ical marijuana in his luggage. Marc 
had been prescribed the medical mari-
juana as an alternative to opioids to 
manage his chronic pain after under-
going multiple back surgeries, includ-
ing a spinal fusion and various other 
challenging and painful procedures. 
Marc did not think that this 
healthcare decision would cost him his 
freedom and maybe even his life, but 
following his arrest, a Russian court 
convicted Marc of ‘‘large-scale drug 
smuggling’’ and sentenced him to 14 
years in a maximum security penal 
colony. He has been there ever since. 

In 2021, the same year as Marc’s ar-
rest, the U.S. State Department de-
scribed the conditions in Russian pris-
ons and detention centers as ‘‘often 
harsh and life threatening.’’ They re-
ported overcrowding, abuse by guards 
and inmates, limited access to 
healthcare, food shortages, and inad-
equate sanitation as common occur-
rences—many practices that most 
Americans can’t even imagine. 

Considering the inhumane and harsh 
treatment reported in these centers 
and especially given the health chal-
lenges that Marc was already facing 
upon his arrest, Marc’s family now 
fears he is not going to survive his sen-
tence. 

This is an injustice at the highest 
level, and it must not be tolerated by 
our government. 

It is important to recognize that 
Marc is not the only American ille-
gally detained abroad. U.S. Marine 
Paul Whelan and Wall Street Journal 
reporter Evan Gershkovich are both 
still trapped in Russian prisons as well. 

But while all three of these men are 
wrongfully detained in Russia, only 
Paul Whelan and Evan Gershkovich 
have been recognized as wrongfully de-
tained by the State Department. The 
State Department considers a formal 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:20 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G27JY6.003 S27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3715 July 27, 2023 
wrongful detention status as being one 
of the first steps to getting an Amer-
ican who is detained abroad back 
home. This determination mobilizes 
multiple U.S. Agencies to work with 
the State Department and the family 
of the detained to secure the prisoner’s 
release. 

There are currently over 50 American 
citizens the State Department lists as 
wrongfully detained in Russia, China, 
Iran, and Venezuela. However, despite 
being unjustly detained for the last 
nearly 2 years—with no end in sight— 
Marc is still not designated as wrong-
fully detained by the U.S. State De-
partment. 

You may recall the Biden adminis-
tration’s high-profile negotiation to 
bring WNBA star Brittney Griner home 
after she was detained in Russia, just 
after Fogel, over a similar drug-related 
offense. Ms. Griner is, thankfully, 
home. One of the key differences be-
tween Brittney Griner’s and Marc 
Fogel’s cases is that, less than 3 
months after Griner’s arrest, the State 
Department classified her as wrong-
fully detained. Fogel deserves the same 
justice, and we should be using every 
tool at our disposal to bring him home. 

I have had the privilege of getting to 
know some of Marc’s family, some of 
whom are Montanans. They have been 
fierce advocates here stateside, but 
they fear they will never see their 
brother’s face again or hear their fa-
ther’s voice. We can’t let that happen. 

In working alongside the Fogel fam-
ily, I have also teamed up with Presi-
dent Obama’s U.S. Ambassador to Rus-
sia, Mike McFaul. Mike McFaul was 
my former Bozeman High School de-
bate partner, whose son was actually a 
student of Marc Fogel when Ambas-
sador McFaul was serving in Moscow. 
Mike McFaul and I are working to-
gether to implore the State Depart-
ment to finally declare Marc as wrong-
fully detained. 

This week, I also worked with col-
leagues across the aisle to introduce a 
resolution highlighting the unjust and 
disproportionate criminal sentence by 
Russia and calling for the immediate 
release of Mr. Fogel. 

Time is of the essence. Tomorrow is 
Marc’s 62nd birthday, but instead of 
celebrating with his friends and family, 
he will be spending it illegally detained 
in a Russian labor camp. 

No American should ever have to en-
dure this type of injustice. It is time 
the country and the world know about 
Mr. Fogel’s case, and I urge the admin-
istration to help bring this American 
back home once again. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOKER). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The Republican leader is recognized. 

THE ECONOMY 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-

terday, Senate Democrats celebrated 
the anniversary of their reckless tax-
ing-and-spending spree. As the Demo-
cratic leader put it, ‘‘this legislation is 
paying huge dividends.’’ Well, he is 
right about that, but the windfalls 
from the deluge of liberal spending are 
headed all in the wrong directions. 

Last year, Senate Republicans 
warned anyone who would listen about 
the dangers of our colleagues’ plan. We 
explained how green slush funds 
dreamed up by leftwing activists 
wouldn’t bring on the American indus-
trial renaissance that Democrats were 
claiming it would, how half-baked cli-
mate schemes that relied on Chinese 
components and raw materials would 
give American workers and job cre-
ators the short end of the stick, and 
how crucial industries would face even 
heavier reliance on foreign supply 
chains. 

But Washington Democrats paid 
these warnings no mind. They rammed 
through their radical spending on a 
party-line basis. Afterward, the senior 
Senator from West Virginia boasted 
that he ‘‘did it to help America.’’ The 
senior Senator from Montana said he 
‘‘look(s) forward to seeing the benefits 
of that bill.’’ And President Biden 
summed up their action by saying: 

We are going to invest in America again. 
. . . That’s been my economic vision. 

Well, it is now crystal clear. Either 
Democrats didn’t know what their own 
bill was actually designed to do or they 
knew exactly what it would do and de-
cided to sell out American workers and 
job creators. 

Here is the inconvenient—and dan-
gerous—truth. Of the $110 billion this 
scheme has spent on green projects so 
far, foreign companies are involved in 
over 60 percent of it. In fact, foreign 
entities have their hand in 15 of the 20 
biggest projects receiving money from 
the bill, and a full $8 billion is bene-
fiting companies either based in or 
with significant ties to the People’s 
Republic of China—over $100 billion in 
leftwing spending, and the majority 
has some tie to foreign countries, in-
cluding America’s biggest strategic ad-
versary. 

So our Democrat colleagues sold 
their reckless spending spree as a 
‘‘Made in America’’ investment, but 
the only thing it appears to be making 
in America is a mess. 

S. 2226 

Now, on another matter, Mr. Presi-
dent, almost 2 years ago, the United 
States took an important step toward 
deeper cooperation with two of our 
closest friends: Australia and the 
United Kingdom. 

The AUKUS agreement promises to 
equip our Australian allies with cut-
ting-edge U.S. attack submarines to 
help deter aggression in the Indo-Pa-
cific and clear the way for closer col-

laboration between all three nations on 
advanced defense technologies. 

Like Ranking Member WICKER, Vice 
Chair COLLINS, and many other col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle, I 
have been supportive of this important 
effort. Outcompeting China is going to 
take a coalition of committed allies 
and partners. Senate Republicans want 
AUKUS to be more than just a talking 
point or a one-time summit deliver-
able. We want it to be an enduring con-
tribution to our collective security and 
a major expansion of defense coopera-
tion with our closest allies. 

But standing in the way of the his-
toric opportunity—AUKUS—is the 
same persistent roadblock holding 
back our other efforts in military mod-
ernization. President Biden’s defense 
budget request grossly—grossly— 
underestimates what is required to 
meet the challenges his own national 
defense strategy identifies. 

If we are serious about deterring con-
flict in the Indo-Pacific, we must ad-
dress America’s aging attack sub-
marine fleet. 

Senior military leaders say they need 
66 attack submarines to carry out nec-
essary missions, but the Navy cur-
rently has 49. Right now, our defense 
industrial base produces 1.2 new sub-
marines a year, but the Department of 
Defense will need to double production 
capacity just to avoid further reduc-
tions in the fleet. 

Our allies’ significant investments in 
shipbuilding are welcome steps that 
will improve our mutual security, but 
if the United States doesn’t increase 
our own shipbuilding capacity and pro-
duction rate, we will both fall behind, 
as China erodes our key advantage in 
the undersea domain. As Ranking 
Member WICKER has pointed out, that 
means funding for more attack sub-
marines and concrete investments in 
the production lines that will help us 
meet our goals. 

If the administration is serious about 
making AUKUS a success, it should 
work with Congress this fall to make 
urgent supplemental investments in 
meeting military requirements in the 
Indo-Pacific. Importantly, the adminis-
tration should also prioritize removing 
barriers in the technology transfer 
process that prevent more effective 
long-term cooperation with our closest 
allies. 

The reforms laid out in Pillar Two of 
AUKUS are essential not just for put-
ting more cutting-edge U.S. technology 
in the Indo-Pacific but also for tapping 
into our allies’ own technical advances 
and industrial bases. 

If we are serious about building se-
cure, high-tech supply chains, we 
should go further to shore up this crit-
ical pillar of AUKUS and lower barriers 
to cooperation with our closest allies. 
As I have said before, for the purposes 
of defense technology cooperation, we 
should treat Australia and the United 
Kingdom like we treat Canada. 

So, today, I joined Ranking Member 
WICKER, Vice Chair COLLINS, and sev-
eral of our colleagues in making the 
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case to President Biden. I hope and ex-
pect that the administration will rec-
ognize the need to invest further in our 
capacity to counter growing threats in 
the Indo-Pacific. And for our part, I ex-
pect the Senate to continue our work 
to provide for the common defense in 
earnest. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from California. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—EXECUTIVE 
CALENDAR 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nomination: Execu-
tive Calendar No. 266, Tara K. 
McGrath, to be U.S. Attorney for the 
Southern District of California; that 
the Senate vote on the nomination 
without intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table and the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action, 
and the Senate resume legislative ses-
sion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. VANCE. Reserving the right to 

object, Mr. President, my objection is 
not specific to this nominee. I think 
the Biden administration is not send-
ing its best to the Department of Jus-
tice. Many of the nominees are un-
qualified. Some of them seem actively 
corrupt, and some, I assume, are good 
people. But the problem is not this spe-
cific nominee. The problem is the fact 
that the Department of Justice has 
been corrupted under the Biden admin-
istration, and there needs to be some 
reckoning with the American people 
and with this body and with the nomi-
nations process before we allow these 
nominees to glidepath to the confirma-
tion process. 

Let’s just talk about a tale of two 
leaders in this country right now, one a 
Democrat and one a Republican. Of 
course, for the President of the United 
States, his son Hunter Biden has mul-
tiple Federal charges, multiple Federal 
investigations that implicate directly 
on the President’s business dealings 
and may very well implicate the Presi-
dent directly and plausibly could lead 
to some significant problems for the 
President in the Presidential election. 

Yesterday, the plea deal that the De-
partment of Justice cut with Hunter 
Biden fell apart with minimal scrutiny 
from the Federal judge in that case. 
That is how the Department of Justice 
treats the Democratic leadership in 
this country, with kid gloves, even in 
the face of very serious corruption. 

Let’s ask ourselves how they treat 
the former Republican President in the 
face of a classified document scandal, 
where, literally, the claim is that the 
President of the United States mis-
handled the documents of his own ad-
ministration. 

Now, nobody doubts that President 
Trump had the right to declassify doc-
uments at issue in this case. The argu-

ment is that he didn’t, and, therefore, 
they want to throw him in jail. Is that 
really what we are doing at the height 
of the Presidential campaign—trying 
to throw the former President in jail, 
the likely leader of the opposition, in 
prison, because he didn’t cross the t’s 
and dot the i’s on the classification or 
declassification process? This is a ri-
diculous scandal in our entire country. 

Look, whether these nominees are 
qualified or not qualified, we should 
have the vote and make that deter-
mination as a body. It is not, at the 
end of the day—as I have learned in 8 
months—all that difficult and all that 
hard to vote. But we have to stop giv-
ing these nominees a glidepath until 
Merrick Garland commits to using the 
Department of Justice for justice and 
not for politics, as it is being used 
today. 

So I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-

jection is heard. 
The Senator from California. 
Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, let me 

just add that it is beyond disappointing 
and beyond frustrating that our col-
league from Ohio continues to hold the 
Senate process hostage for political 
gain. 

I won’t get into the credentials and 
stellar qualifications that Ms. McGrath 
has to serve in this capacity. I will re-
serve that for a more constructive day 
relative to her confirmation. But I will 
note this with a sense of urgency. In 
the Southern District of California, the 
current acting U.S. attorney is due to 
step down on August 4. So there is an 
urgency to this particular confirma-
tion—a confirmation which was ap-
proved by the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee, by the way, but has not been 
voted on by the entire Senate. 

And it is not just this confirmation. 
I am not going to talk about Federal 
judges. I am not going to talk about 
military promotions that are on hold 
because of politics being played on the 
other side of the aisle. 

I believe the American people deserve 
to know that when even the confirma-
tion of U.S. attorneys are being held 
up, it is impeding the investigation of 
crimes. It is impeding the enforcement 
of our Nation’s laws. It is impeding the 
cooperation and coordination between 
various prosecutors’ offices throughout 
the country. That is the job of a U.S. 
attorney. And it is shameful that Re-
publican colleagues are holding these 
confirmations up, particularly of can-
didates for these positions who are far 
and above the qualifications necessary 
to serve in these capacities. 

ENERGY 
Mr. President, I also rise to speak 

today on this hot summer day in Wash-
ington, DC, where the forecast, as I was 
on the way in, showed that it was going 
to be 99 degrees today. Well, 35 years 
ago, on a scorching 98-degree summer 
day here in Washington, NASA sci-
entist Dr. James Hansen testified in 
the Senate Energy and Natural Re-
sources Committee to share an alarm-
ing conclusion. 

Thirty-five years ago, he said this: 
Manmade pollution was causing our 
climate to change. It was one of the 
earliest major scientific warnings that, 
without action, one day our planet 
would be at risk of catastrophic cli-
mate events. 

So colleagues, I am here to say that 
day has come. This past May, in a re-
port in the Environmental Research 
Letters journal, researchers found a di-
rect correlation between increased car-
bon emissions and wildfires in the 
Western United States. 

Eight of the last ten largest wildfires 
in California history have occurred in 
just the last 6 years. In June, last 
month, New York City experienced the 
worst air pollution recorded on the 
planet, while Washington, DC, was 
blanketed in smoke not because of 
wildfires in California but because of 
wildfires in Canada. And over the last 
several weeks, a heat wave has brought 
record-breaking temperatures from 
coast to coast and put over 140 million 
Americans under heat alerts. And just 
today, we learned that this July is set 
to be the hottest month in recorded 
history. 

So the question is no longer hypo-
thetical; the question is real: How via-
ble of a planet are we going to leave to 
our children and our grandchildren? We 
must act, colleagues. Yet, even in the 
year 2023, with indisputable proof in 
many scientific studies, too many of 
our Republican colleagues remain defi-
ant. 

Now, I will acknowledge that the de-
liberate attempt to distract from the 
problem at hand has evolved over time. 
What was once ‘‘climate change is a 
hoax’’ has become ‘‘defense of indus-
try’’ or ‘‘market-based solutions.’’ 
What was once the Republican chair of 
the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee bringing a snowball 
onto the floor of the U.S. Senate to 
somehow disprove the dynamic of a 
warming planet has been replaced with 
press conferences promising energy 
independence if we only allow contin-
ued polluting. 

It is a new kind of climate denial, a 
sophisticated campaign to create 
delays and undermine climate progress 
in order to enrich major corporations’ 
bottom lines. But, make no mistake, 
the result is the same: Republicans 
continuing to obstruct desperately 
needed solutions. 

They vilify President Biden and all of 
us Democrats for having the courage to 
fight for bold action, and all too often 
they hold up California as the punching 
bag for enacting lifesaving policies 
that they disagree with. That is right; 
they bash California for having the au-
dacity to lead. 

So, today, I want to set the record 
straight. Yes, in California we have 
long accepted the truth about climate 
change, and as a result, we have been 
trailblazers for enacting environmental 
protections and leading our clean en-
ergy transition. As far back as 1966, 
California established the first tailpipe 
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emission standards for passenger vehi-
cles in the Nation. Three years later, 
after a catastrophic oil spill off the 
coast of Santa Barbara, Californians 
rose up and demanded environmental 
protections, spurring the birth of the 
modern-day environmental movement 
and eventually creating the very first 
Earth Day, which we now celebrate 
every year. 

Mr. President, flash forward to 2006, 
when California passed AB 32, also 
known as the Global Warming Solu-
tions Act—legislation with the bold 
goal of reducing emissions to 1990 lev-
els by the year 2020. I was elected to 
the State senate that year, eager to be 
part of implementation of that meas-
ure, and I went on to serve for 6 years 
as chair of the State senate Committee 
on Energy. 

Now, since then, California has con-
tinued to lead the Nation with increas-
ingly ambitious goals for cutting emis-
sions, conserving public lands, becom-
ing the first State committed to con-
serving 30 percent of our lands and 
water by the year 2030, a goal that 
President Biden has called for nation-
ally. 

Just this month, California’s envi-
ronmental leadership came in the form 
of the Nation’s heavy-duty truck man-
ufacturers agreeing to comply with 
California’s first-in-the-Nation zero 
emission truck standards, which will 
advance the adoption of 100 percent 
zero-emission trucks by 2036, a truly 
historic achievement. And I think it is 
important to repeat and emphasize 
here, I am talking about a standard 
that truck manufacturers have agreed 
to. 

But let me make another point, Mr. 
President, just to demonstrate just 
how partisan this conversation ought 
not to be. It has not just been Demo-
crats in California who have led the 
way. As President, former California 
Senator Richard Nixon signed into law 
landmark legislation, including the 
National Environmental Policy Act, 
the Clean Air Act of 1970, the Endan-
gered Species Act, and the creation of 
the EPA. That is right; a Republican 
President did that. 

As President, former California Gov. 
Ronald Reagan built on California’s 
leadership when he signed the first na-
tional energy efficiency standards for 
appliances into law. That is right; a 
Republican President did that. 

It was Republican Gov. Pete Wilson, 
who established the California EPA, 
and it was Republican Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, who signed the 2006 
Global Warming Solutions Act that I 
referenced earlier. 

The net result in California’s efforts 
is that, in 2023, our State has a diverse 
portfolio of clean energy resources, not 
hypothetical—operational solar, wind, 
and geothermal energy—all while fos-
tering a growing economy that is on its 
way to becoming the fourth largest 
economy in the world. It is that long- 
term vision and commitment to clean 
energy and a transition to it that will 

bring the first-ever transition to 
Caltrain’s all-new electric fleet in 2024, 
a three-decade-long project that will 
result in the first transition from die-
sel trains in the West. It is that same 
vision that diversified our energy 
sources so that, after a winter of ex-
treme storms like we saw this last 
year, we can take advantage of tor-
rential rains with hydropower capabili-
ties or reap the benefits of our ex-
panded solar capacity and battery stor-
age. 

I raise these examples, colleagues, 
not just to showcase California’s lead-
ership but to prove that these aren’t 
just lofty climate aspirations. Cali-
fornia is proving that a clean energy 
transition is not only possible; it is ac-
tually good for our economy. And, 
today, the Federal Government is 
smart to follow California’s lead. 

Over the last 2 years, we have made 
huge strides toward transitioning our 
Nation’s energy sector to clean, renew-
able sources and adopting California’s 
clean vehicle emission standards. When 
we passed the bipartisan infrastructure 
law, we also chose to invest in clean 
schoolbuses, to invest in electrifying 
public transit across the country. We 
chose to expand electric vehicle charg-
ing stations to make the switch to 
electric vehicles that much more con-
venient for Americans. 

Last summer, we passed the Inflation 
Reduction Act, which is jump-starting 
clean energy and clean transportation 
projects, providing tax credits for 
Americans to upgrade their appliances 
and their homes and making electric 
vehicle ownership more affordable. 

And, more recently, we were able to 
defend our hard-fought gains during 
the debt ceiling negotiations from Re-
publicans who wanted to undercut our 
progress. 

Now, part of making sure we fully re-
alize the investments in the IRA is 
speeding up the permitting process for 
transmission lines that are needed to 
deliver the renewable energy from 
where it occurs as a natural resource 
to the communities where it is needed. 
It also means pushing Agencies like 
the EPA to embark on ambitious regu-
latory efforts on light- and heavy-duty 
vehicles, trains, and ships, thanks to 
investments in the IRA. 

So when we hear the defeatist atti-
tude of Republicans who say this is 
going to hurt jobs, we can show them 
the millions of good-paying jobs being 
created by the Inflation Reduction Act. 

When we hear about alleged overreli-
ance on foreign imports, we will show 
them badly needed investments in do-
mestic manufacturing and a new gen-
eration of American solar, wind, geo-
thermal, and green hydrogen. 

And when we hear cynics who prefer 
inaction to intervention, a planet burn-
ing to Congress acting, we will show 
them that the audacity to lead has 
paid off before, and it can pay off 
again. 

Now, I am willing to forgive all that 
has been said—all the misinformation 

about climate change, all the ranting 
about California—if my Republican 
colleagues were just willing to do what 
is right. Now, in the end, I wouldn’t 
even ask my Republican colleagues to 
reverse their positions and have the 
courage to lead. I will settle for their 
courage to follow or at least get out of 
the way because California has already 
shown us the path forward. 

Have the courage, colleagues. Have 
the courage for the sake of our children 
and future generations. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

LUJÁN). The Senator from Wyoming. 
Mr. BARRASSO. I suggest the ab-

sence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection. 

AMENDMENT NO. 999 
(Purpose: To require the Secretary of 

Energy to establish a Nuclear Fuel Se-
curity Program, expand the American 
Assured Fuel Supply Program, estab-
lish an HALEU for Advanced Nuclear 
Reactor Demonstration Projects Pro-
gram, and submit a report on a civil 
nuclear credit program, and to enhance 
programs to build workforce capacity 
to meet critical mission needs of the 
Department of Energy) 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, at 
this point, I call up my amendment No. 
999 and ask that it be reported by num-
ber. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Wyoming [Mr. BAR-

RASSO], for himself and others, proposes an 
amendment numbered 999. 

(The amendment is printed in the 
RECORD of July 20, 2023, under ‘‘Text of 
Amendments.’’) 

Mr. BARRASSO. For decades now, 
Russia has flooded America’s uranium 
market. Russia has driven America’s 
nuclear fuel suppliers out of business. 
Russia now supplies 24 percent of our 
enriched uranium imports. Russia is 
our third largest supplier. We spend 
nearly $1 billion each year on Russian 
uranium. Russia uses these revenues to 
fund its invasion of Ukraine. 

Here in America, we have the re-
sources to fuel our own reactors. My 
amendment authorizes the Department 
of Energy to take the steps necessary 
to expand U.S. nuclear fuel production. 

The Energy Committee passed this 
legislation by voice vote in May. The 
Senate passed this legislation by voice 
vote last December. It was included in 
last year’s Senate Defense bill. 

I would like to thank Senator 
MANCHIN, Senator RISCH, Senator 
MARK WARNER, Senator BUDD, and Sen-
ator COONS for their effort and their 
support and cosponsorship on this crit-
ical issue. 
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I urge you to support this bipartisan 

amendment. 
I yield back all time. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 999 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96, 
nays 3, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 202 Leg.] 
YEAS—96 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Paul 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—3 

Markey Sanders Warren 

NOT VOTING—1 

Durbin 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. On this vote, the yeas are 96, the 
nays are 3. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 999) was agreed 
to. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from West Virginia. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 1 
minute. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

TRIBUTE TO RORY STANLEY 
Mr. MANCHIN. First of all, I want to 

take time for recognizing a gentleman 
who has given 10 years of service being 
our nuclear expert on the Senate En-
ergy Committee, Rory Stanley. He is 
leaving us, but he is not going far. He 
is going to the Department of Energy’s 
Department of Nuclear Energy. 

Rory, thank you for the service you 
have given us. We appreciate it very 
much. 

S. 2226 
Next of all, I want to thank everyone 

for voting for this amendment. Finally, 
the United States is going to start tak-
ing care of its own and producing the 
enriched uranium that we need rather 
than depending on Russia. It is long 
past due, and we, finally, with this 
amendment, will get started in the 
right direction. 

I want to thank all of my colleagues 
for voting for that. 

Again, Rory, thank you for your 
service. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Vermont. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1030 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I call 

up my amendment No. 1030 and ask 
that it be reported by number. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Vermont [Mr. SANDERS], 
for himself and others, proposes an amend-
ment numbered 1030. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To reduce military spending) 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. REDUCTION IN MILITARY SPENDING. 

The total amount of funds authorized to be 
appropriated by this Act is hereby reduced 
by 10 percent, with the amount of such re-
duction to be applied on a pro rata basis 
among the accounts and funds for which 
amounts are authorized to be appropriated 
by this Act, excluding accounts and funds re-
lating to military personnel, the Defense 
Health Program, and assistance to Ukraine. 
The amount of reduction for each account 
and fund subject to such requirement shall 
be applied on a pro rata basis across each 
program, project, and activity funded by 
such account or fund. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will be 2 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided, before a vote on the Sanders 
amendment No. 1030. 

The Senator from Vermont. 
Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, our 

healthcare system is broken. Eighty- 
five million Americans are uninsured 
or underinsured, and we don’t even 
have enough doctors, nurses, or mental 
health providers. Unbelievably, our life 
expectancy is actually declining. Our 
childcare system is dysfunctional. Mil-
lions of parents are unable to find af-
fordable sites for their kids. 

We have a major housing crisis, 
600,000 Americans are homeless, and— 
oh, yes—the planet is on fire, and the 
world we are leaving future genera-
tions will be increasingly unhealthy. 
But somehow we never have enough 
money to address those crises. 

Mr. President, if we have learned 
anything from the COVID pandemic, 
where we have lost over 1 million 
Americans, and climate change, which 
is causing massive destruction 
throughout the world, it is that na-
tional security is not just about nu-

clear weapons, submarines, and fighter 
planes; it is about making sure that all 
Americans have decent healthcare, 
education, housing, and other neces-
sities of life. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator’s time has expired. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent for 30 more sec-
onds. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. SANDERS. Year after year, with 
very little debate, we pour hundreds of 
billions of dollars into the military-in-
dustrial complex. This year, it is about 
$900 billion. While defense contractors 
make huge profits, while the Pentagon 
remains unaudited, with massive waste 
and fraud, we now spend more than the 
next 10 nations combined. 

Enough is enough. It is time to 
change our national priorities, and cut-
ting military spending by 10 percent is 
a good way to begin. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise in 
opposition to the amendment. 

An across-the-board cut of 10 percent 
makes no distinction between those 
programs that are actually vital and 
necessary for the defense of the coun-
try and those programs that may be 
subject to reduction based on our eval-
uation of the program. 

The Senator’s amendment excludes 
defense health programs, military per-
sonnel accounts, and assistance to 
Ukraine, but that means the actual 
cuts on every other function will be 
much greater than 10 percent. 

The other point that I think should 
be made—he has made a very rousing 
description, an accurate description of 
some of the issues facing us domesti-
cally, but we are now involved in an ex-
istential conflict, helping the Ukrain-
ians to defend democracy. That costs 
money. We are in a situation where 
China has increased their military dra-
matically, and we must be prepared to 
react to such a change. 

This world is more dangerous perhaps 
today than at any time, and to simply 
walk away from adequately funding 
our Defense Department would be, I 
think, an error. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1030 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to 
the amendment. 

Mr. REED. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Is there a sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 11, 
nays 88, as follows: 
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[Rollcall Vote No. 203 Leg.] 

YEAS—11 

Baldwin 
Markey 
Merkley 
Murphy 

Paul 
Sanders 
Smith 
Van Hollen 

Warren 
Welch 
Wyden 

NAYS—88 

Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 

Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Durbin 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PETERS). On this vote, the yeas are 11, 
the nays are 88. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
affirmative votes for adoption of this 
amendment, the amendment is not 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1030) was re-
jected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be 2 
minutes of debate. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—AMENDMENT 

NOS. 1078 AND 944 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that following the dis-
position of amendments under the pre-
vious order, that it be in order to call 
up the following amendments to S. 
2226: Schatz No. 1078; Scott No. 944; fur-
ther, that with respect to the amend-
ments listed above, the Senate vote on 
the amendments in the order listed, 
with no further amendments or mo-
tions in order, and with 60 affirmative 
votes required for adoption, and that 
there be 2 minutes, equally divided, 
prior to each vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The Senator from Maryland. 

AMENDMENT NO. 705 
Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I call up 

my amendment No. 705 and ask that it 
be reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Maryland [Mr. CARDIN], 
for himself and Mr. YOUNG, proposes an 
amendment numbered 705. 

(The amendment is printed in the 
RECORD of July 13, 2023, under ‘‘Text of 
Amendments.’’) 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, first let 
me thank Senator YOUNG, my coauthor 
of this amendment that deals with our 
foreign policy being grounded in our 
democratic values to fight corruption. 
I also want to thank Senator WICKER 
for his help, particularly in the Hel-
sinki Commission where this issue was 
debated. 

I also want to thank Senator MENEN-
DEZ and Senator RISCH, the chair and 
ranking members of the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee. This bill 
has been reported out by that com-
mittee at least twice by near-unani-
mous or unanimous votes. 

I think we all recognize that corrup-
tion provides the fuel for Mr. Putin and 
other corrupt leaders to do their nefar-
ious actions, including the war in 
Ukraine. It is in our core national se-
curity interests to fight corruption, as 
has been declared by President Biden. 

So this bill patterns the efforts we 
have made in the trafficking of persons 
to have the State Department evaluate 
the capacity of what countries are 
doing to combat corruption using 
standard evaluations such as criminal-
izing corruption, investigating and 
prosecuting, adopting measures to pre-
vent corruption, adequate resources, 
and protecting victims of corruption. 

This amendment will continue the 
U.S. leadership in fighting corruption 
globally. I ask my colleagues to sup-
port the amendment. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 705 

Mr. President, it is my understanding 
that we can do this by voice vote. If 
that is the case, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the 60-vote threshold with re-
spect to this amendment be vitiated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). Is there objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is on agreeing to the 

amendment. 
The amendment (No. 705) was agreed 

to. 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the previous order 
be amended so that consideration of 
the Scott amendment No. 944 occur im-
mediately, with all previous provisions 
remaining in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina. 

AMENDMENT NO. 944 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, I call up my amendment No. 
944 and ask that it be reported by num-
ber. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from South Carolina [Mr. 
SCOTT] proposes an amendment numbered 
944. 

The amendment is as follows: 

(Purpose: To require an assessment of the 
impact and feasibility of restricting gifts 
and grants to United States institutions of 
higher education from entities on the Non- 
SDN Chinese Military-Industrial Complex 
Companies List) 
At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 

the following: 
SEC. 1269. ASSESSMENT OF GIFTS AND GRANTS 

TO UNITED STATES INSTITUTIONS 
OF HIGHER EDUCATION FROM ENTI-
TIES ON THE NON-SDN CHINESE 
MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 
COMPANIES LIST. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Treasury shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
an assessment of gifts and grants to United 
States institutions of higher education from 
entities on the Non-SDN Chinese Military- 
Industrial Complex Companies List main-
tained by the Office of Foreign Assets Con-
trol. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The Secretary, in consulta-
tion with the Secretary of Education, shall 
include in the assessment required by sub-
section (a) an estimate of— 

(1) a list and description of each of the 
gifts and grants provided to United States 
institutions of higher education by entities 
described in subsection (a); and 

(2) the monetary value of each of those 
gifts and grants. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Financial Services 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) GIFTS AND GRANTS.—The term ‘‘gifts 
and grants’’ includes financial contributions, 
material donations, provision of services, 
scholarships, fellowships, research funding, 
infrastructure investment, contracts, or any 
other form of support that provides a benefit 
to the recipient institution. 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, my amendment is a very 
simple amendment. It directs the 
Treasury Department to provide trans-
parency on the state of Chinese mili-
tary donations to U.S. universities. 
Every year, undisclosed sources within 
the People’s Republic of China sends 
millions of dollars in gifts, grants, and 
other financial means to U.S. colleges 
and universities, and the sad fact is we 
know too little about that. My amend-
ment would be the first step in under-
standing their impact. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 60- 
vote threshold with respect to this 
amendment be vitiated. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 944 

Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina. Mr. 
President, I ask unanimous consent 
that we do this by voice vote as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

The amendment (No. 944) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Mar-
shall amendment is next. 

The Senator from Kansas. 
AMENDMENT NO. 874 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I 
call up my amendment No. 874, and I 
ask that it be reported by number. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Kansas [Mr. MARSHALL] 

proposes an amendment numbered 874 to 
amendment No. 935. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To prohibit the flying, draping, or 

other display of any flag other than the 
flag of the United States at public build-
ings) 
At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 

following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON FLAGS OTHER THAN 

THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES.—The term 

‘‘flag of the United States’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 700(b) of title 18, 
United States Code. 

(2) PUBLIC BUILDING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the term ‘‘public building’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
3301(a) of title 40, United States Code. 

(B) INCLUSION.—The term ‘‘public building’’ 
includes— 

(i) a military installation (as defined in 
section 2801(c) of title 10, United States 
Code); and 

(ii) any embassy or consulate of the United 
States. 

(b) PROHIBITIONS.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law and except as provided 
in subsection (c), no flag that is not the flag 
of the United States may be flown, draped, 
or otherwise displayed— 

(1) on the exterior of a public building; or 
(2) in the hallway of a public building. 
(c) EXCEPTIONS.—The prohibitions under 

subsection (b) shall not apply to— 
(1) a National League of Families POW/ 

MIA flag (as designated by section 902 of 
title 36, United States Code); 

(2) any flag that represents the nation of a 
visiting diplomat; 

(3) the State flag of the State represented 
by a member of Congress, outside or within 
the office of the member; 

(4) in the case of a military installation, 
any flag that represents a unit or branch of 
the Armed Forces; 

(5) any flag that represents an Indian Tribe 
(as defined in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5304)); or 

(6) any flag that represents the State, ter-
ritory, county, city, or local jurisdiction in 
which the public building is located. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I ask unanimous 
consent that there be up to 4 minutes 
of debate, equally divided, prior to the 
rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, 

every time our flag is unfurled, I would 
ask you all: What emotion is stirred in 
your hearts? Old Glory means many 
things to many people. Some stand and 
some kneel. Some salute her while oth-
ers burn her. 

Regardless of your sentiments, what 
no one can deny is that hundreds of 
thousands of Americans have died for 
this one flag that gives you the free-
doms we all enjoy. Few, if any, Ameri-
cans have died for any other flag. 

As for me, every time this flag is un-
furled, I think about my own family 
members who have served. My family 
has had someone from every generation 

serve under this one flag since the Civil 
War. Four of my grandfathers’ grand-
fathers enlisted in the Union to pre-
serve this Republic, three of whom died 
on a bloody battlefield. My mom’s 
uncle served in World War I and was 
exposed to mustard gas in the Argonne 
Forest, and two of my dad’s uncles 
stormed the beaches of Normandy. My 
own uncles and cousins have served. 
My father served. My brother served. I 
served. My son is serving. And we all 
serve under one flag. My family who 
served, that is what I think of when 
this flag is unfurled. 

Look, many Americans have died to 
give you the freedom to honor or dis-
grace the flag as you see fit for your 
own home. Wouldn’t you think that, to 
honor America and those who serve, es-
pecially for those who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice and the Gold Star 
families, our country should honor one 
American flag? 

I hope you will agree with me as pa-
triots that it would be right and proper 
that on the buildings and grounds 
owned by we the people, only one flag, 
with reasonable exceptions—the flag so 
many Americans have fought and died 
for, the one flag that represents this 
idea of America—should be unfurled. 
This is exactly what our amendment 
does. 

A vote against this amendment is a 
slap on the face of those of us who have 
served, and it is disrespectful to the 
families whose loved ones have died in 
defending this one flag and the Repub-
lic for which it stands. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Wisconsin. 
Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise 

in opposition to this amendment. 
The author has not truly revealed 

what the amendment does. 
On all of our Federal buildings, we 

often see many different flags—the 
U.S. flag that we all join in pledging in 
this body but also, in certain States, 
the State flag. We see the MIA flag. I 
will tell you, in Madison, WI, at the 
State capitol, during the month of 
June, it adorns the Pride flag. 

This really is thinly veiled. Let’s be 
clear that this is about not being able 
to fly the Pride flag. 

I was so proud last year to work 
across the aisle with both Democrats 
and Republicans to pass the Respect 
for Marriage Act. It was a milestone 
for equal rights for all Americans. But 
like so many other Americans in lead-
ing this march toward equality, I am 
reminded of how much work we have 
yet to do. 

LGBTQ+ Americans are our neigh-
bors, our loved ones, our constituents, 
and our colleagues. They serve in our 
Armed Forces and in the Federal Gov-
ernment, making sacrifices every day 
for their country. They work in our 
Federal buildings, our post offices, and 
in our own offices. They serve in our 
military and put their lives at risk for 
our country. These Federal buildings 
connect Americans to their govern-

ment—a government of, by, and for the 
people. But, for too long, LGBTQ+ 
Americans have felt unwelcomed and 
sometimes unsafe in these spaces— 
these spaces that are meant to serve 
them too. 

I think the American people are get-
ting tired of politicians who make 
their support for our military service-
members and their families contingent 
upon pushing a discriminatory agenda 
whether that be about women’s rights 
or LGBTQ+ rights. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Ms. BALDWIN. I urge opposition. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the previous order 
be amended so that the consideration 
of the Kennedy amendment occur im-
mediately preceding the Gillibrand 
amendment, with all previous provi-
sions remaining in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 874 

The question is on agreeing to the 
Marshall amendment. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

The result was announced—yeas 50, 
nays 49, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 204 Leg.] 

YEAS—50 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—49 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—1 

Durbin 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BOOKER). On this vote, the yeas are 50, 
the nays are 49. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is not agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 874) was re-
jected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Louisiana. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1034 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I call 

up my amendment No. 1034. I ask that 
it be reported by number. I ask unani-
mous consent that Senator MENENDEZ 
and I each have 3 minutes to discuss 
this amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report. 
The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator [Mr. KENNEDY] proposes an 

amendment numbered 1034 to amendment 
No. 935. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To prohibit allocations of Special 

Drawing Rights at the International Mone-
tary Fund for perpetrators of genocide and 
state sponsors of terrorism without con-
gressional authorization) 
At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add 

the following: 
SEC. 1299L. PROHIBITION ON ALLOCATIONS OF 

SPECIAL DRAWING RIGHTS AT 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND 
FOR PERPETRATORS OF GENOCIDE 
AND STATE SPONSORS OF TER-
RORISM WITHOUT CONGRESSIONAL 
AUTHORIZATION. 

Section 6 of the Special Drawing Rights 
Act (22 U.S.C. 286q) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(c) Unless Congress by law authorizes 
such action, neither the President nor any 
person or agency shall on behalf of the 
United States vote to allocate Special Draw-
ing Rights under article XVIII, sections 2 
and 3, of the Articles of Agreement of the 
Fund to a member country of the Fund, if 
the government of the member country has— 

‘‘(1) committed genocide at any time dur-
ing the 10-year period ending with the date 
of the vote; or 

‘‘(2) been determined by the Secretary of 
State, as of the date of the enactment of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024, to have repeatedly provided 
support for acts of international terrorism, 
for purposes of— 

‘‘(A) section 1754(c)(1)(A)(i) of the Export 
Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 
4813(c)(1)(A)(i)); 

‘‘(B) section 620A of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2371); 

‘‘(C) section 40(d) of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act (22 U.S.C. 2780(d)); or 

‘‘(D) any other provision of law.’’. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, as we 
all know, the International Monetary 
Fund—or the IMF, as we call it—is an 
international bank. Most countries be-
long to it—190, in fact. Virtually every 
country in the world is a member of 
the IMF—there are 190 countries—and 
everybody puts up money. When an-
other country gets in trouble, the IMF 
helps bail them out. 

Now, not every country in the IMF is 
equal in voting rights. The countries 
that put up the most money get most 
of the voting rights and have most of 
the control. And you will not be sur-

prised to learn that the United States 
of America puts up over $100 billion, 
and we have the largest share of voting 
rights. 

Periodically, the IMF issues what are 
called special drawing rights. The tech-
nical definition of a special drawing 
right is an international reserve asset 
created by and issued by the IMF. But 
forget that. Let me tell you what a spe-
cial drawing right is. A special drawing 
right is like a dividend. Think of it as 
a poker chip. So the IMF says: We are 
going to give dividends or poker chips 
to every member of the IMF. 

Well, what can you do with this 
poker chip? Well, if you are Iran, for 
example, you can take this poker chip 
and go to the IMF and say ‘‘Here is my 
poker chip, and I want $1.42’’—that is 
the exchange rate—‘‘of U.S. dollars,’’ 
whether Iran needs it or not. Pretty 
sweet deal. 

Iran would never have to pay back 
that money. The IMF does charge Iran 
interest on those U.S. dollars. Iran 
wouldn’t have to pay it back, but they 
have to pay interest. Guess what the 
interest rate is. It is .05 percent—not 5 
percent, .05 percent. Sweet deal for 
Iran, especially when they don’t need 
the money. 

My amendment would simply say 
that the United States cannot—Sec-
retary of the Treasury—cannot vote to 
approve special drawing rights, or 
these poker chips, for any country 
that, according to the State Depart-
ment, sponsors genocide or state- 
backed terrorism—genocide or state- 
backed terrorism—unless Congress ap-
proves. 

I will reserve my time but yield to 
Senator MENENDEZ, my good friend 
from New Jersey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, that 
only means I got there before you. 

Mr. President, I rise in opposition to 
Senator KENNEDY’s amendment. I have 
a great deal of respect for my col-
league. No one—no one—in this Cham-
ber has taken a harder line against the 
Iranian regime than I have. No one. 
But in this case, a well-intended mo-
tion can produce very bad con-
sequences. So let me speak to why I op-
pose the Senator’s amendment. 

These special drawing rights—I al-
ways love how my colleague from Lou-
isiana can bring it to an earthy tone. 
We have poker chips we are throwing 
around, but these aren’t quite poker 
chips; they are a critical liquidity tool 
to support lower income countries in 
response to global financial youcrises. 
It is in our interest to do so, to create 
stability. They assist in creating eco-
nomic stability. They are an absolutely 
essential part of U.S. foreign policy 
tools, especially as we are dealing with 
the China challenge. We want to help 
these countries instead of China help-
ing them. 

The Biden administration supported 
a new round of special drawing rights 
allocations at the IMF. This funding 

played an essential role in helping 
countries address the COVID–19 pan-
demic and the related economic fallout 
of the pandemic, which we are still 
hearing about from many of these 
countries. Without this funding, many 
of these countries would have fallen to 
economic crisis, which means political 
instability, which means chaos, which 
means refugees coming to the shores of 
many countries. 

The International Monetary Fund’s 
rules dictate that a new general 
issuance of special drawing rights must 
go to all members. That means a re-
quirement to prohibit SDRs for one 
country would prohibit SDRs for all 
countries. As a consequence, Senator 
KENNEDY’s amendment would effec-
tively kill the possibility of issuing 
SDRs to any country ever again. 

Now, Senator KENNEDY offered the 
same exact amendment with the End-
less Frontier Act on the floor in May of 
2021. That amendment failed by a sig-
nificant vote. 

Of course we oppose those state spon-
sors of terrorism. Of course, we oppose 
those who would be responsible for 
genocide. 

But I would note that most of our ad-
versaries the Senator wants to pur-
sue—which I would agree if we could do 
it antiseptically, but we can’t—already 
face obstacles to drawing special draw-
ing rights because of the sanctions that 
we have against them. 

So due to the harmful impact this 
amendment would have on the Treas-
ury Department’s ability to respond to 
deficit in the global supply of reserves 
on a global crisis, I would vote no and 
I would recommend my colleagues do 
so, as well. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Louisiana. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, how 

much additional time do I have? 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. You have 

20 seconds remaining. 
Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, this 

bill will not take poker chips—and that 
is what they are—away from any coun-
try unless they are engaging in geno-
cide or State-sponsored terrorism. 
That is it. The world will not spin off 
its axis. If you think a country that 
commits genocide or State-sponsored 
terrorism should get poker chips, vote 
against this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. If we were talking 
about poker chips, I would be all in 
with Senator KENNEDY. But what we 
are talking about is the ability to pre-
vent a crisis in the world. That is 
something we can use. That is why the 
Senator’s amendment needs to fail. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1034 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 
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There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 51, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 205 Leg.] 
YEAS—51 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cardin 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Merkley 
Moran 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Vance 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—47 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Hickenlooper 

Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 

Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—2 

Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
FETTERMAN). On this vote, the yeas are 
51, the nays are 47. Under the previous 
order requiring 60 votes for the adop-
tion of this amendment, the amend-
ment is not agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1034) was re-
jected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be given 2 
minutes and that Senator GILLIBRAND 
be given 2 minutes on this amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1065 TO AMENDMENT NO. 935 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I want 

to thank my dear friend Senator GILLI-
BRAND for her work on this amendment 
and for being such a fierce advocate for 
9/11 responders and survivors. 

I would like to thank the Republican 
cosponsors, including Senators Braun 
and Lummis, for their support. And 
Senator WICKER, I thank him as well as 
thanking Leader MCCONNELL. 

This amendment is a huge step for-
ward in making sure the first respond-
ers and those injured on 9/11 are never 
left behind. 

Before the smoke even cleared on 9/11 
and before the rubble even quit burn-

ing, our first responders—our fire-
fighters, our police officers, EMT, FBI 
agents, construction workers—were 
just running to danger, trying to do 
their jobs and save lives. For their sac-
rifice, many first responders developed 
severe health complications from 
working in the aftermath of the at-
tack—lifelong injuries, serious cancers. 
Many of them are no longer with us, 
and some of them were friends of mine. 
Twenty-two years later, people are still 
getting sick from the dust, the air, the 
poisons. 

We have created the World Trade 
Center Health Program so that 9/11 re-
sponders could afford the necessary 
healthcare, but we can’t let funding for 
the program dry up. We cannot fail to 
properly care for those who answered 
the call of duty. Our work is not done. 
Just as the first responders have been 
there for us and for America, we will 
continue fighting for them. 

This will fund $450 million to the 
World Trade Center Health Program 
and another over $200 million for the 
military employees who rushed to dan-
ger at the Pentagon and in 
Shanksville. It will be fully paid for. It 
will also, for the first time, help those, 
as I said, at the Pentagon and the DOD. 

I hope, from all of my colleagues, 
that we can have unanimous and broad 
support for this amendment. 

I yield to the Senator from New 
York, my colleague, who is such a lead-
er on this legislation. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
want to thank Senator SCHUMER for his 
unbelievable conviction and persist-
ence in helping our 9/11 first respond-
ers. 

I also want to thank my Republican 
colleagues who helped us write this 
bill—Senator BRAUN, Senator LUMMIS, 
and Senator COTTON. 

I am just going to give you a vignette 
of what this is about. 

Mariama, a New Yorker, came home 
after 9/11 to find her apartment covered 
in a thick coat of ash. Her children 
have all developed life-changing res-
piratory conditions. 

Jamie, a 19-year-old, was a volunteer 
with the Sayville Ambulance that day. 
He spent weeks cleaning up at Ground 
Zero. He developed a rare 9/11 cancer as 
well. 

Another amazing person is Nate, who 
responded to the attack at the Pen-
tagon. He spent weeks climbing in and 
out of the wreckage, searching for re-
mains. He is now a disabled veteran 
who is suffering from PTSD and an-
other rare, life-threatening disease. 

It has been over two decades since 9/ 
11, but, still, thousands of people like 
Mariama, Jamie, and Nate suffer from 
these terrible cancers and conditions. 

In 2011, when Congress created the 
World Trade Center Health Program, 
which provided medical treatment and 
monitoring for the survivors, it was 
not fully funded then, and we are hop-
ing to get closer to fully funding it 
with this addition. My amendment 
brings us one step closer to this fund-

ing gap, and it includes the Pentagon 
and Shanksville responders. 

9/11 was a horrible day for everyone, 
but one thing I can say is that this 
body has stood with those responders 
every single year since then, and this 
body has never given up in making sure 
they have the healthcare they need to 
survive. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1065 

(Purpose: To amend title XXXIII of 
the Public Health Service Act with re-
spect to funding for the World Trade 
Center Health Program.) 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND. Mr. President, I 
call up my amendment No. 1065, and I 
ask that the Gillibrand amendment be 
reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from New York [Mrs. GILLI-

BRAND], for herself and others, proposes an 
amendment numbered 1065 to amendment 
No. 935. 

(The amendment is printed in the 
RECORD of July 26, 2023, under ‘‘Text of 
Amendments.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Mississippi. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, there is 
widespread bipartisan support for this 
amendment. I am going to vote for it, 
and a number of Republicans have co-
sponsored it. Although we are going to 
have to call the roll, perhaps this could 
be the moment when a 10-minute vote 
actually means that. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Will the Senator 
yield? 

Mr. WICKER. I yield. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that this vote be 10 
minutes, that subsequent votes be 10 
minutes, and that we all hang around 
and get the job done. 

Mr. WICKER. I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1065 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 94, 
nays 4, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 206 Leg.] 

YEAS—94 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 

Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 

Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
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Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 

Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 

Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—4 

Lee 
Mullin 

Paul 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—2 

Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 94, the nays are 4. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1065) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1058 
(Purpose: To extend the period for fil-

ing claims under the Radiation Expo-
sure Compensation Act and to provide 
for compensation under such Act for 
claims relating to Manhattan Project 
waste, and to improve compensation 
for workers involved in uranium min-
ing.) 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I would 
like to call up my amendment No. 1058 
and ask that it be reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Missouri [Mr. HAWLEY] 
proposes an amendment numbered 1058. 

(The amendment is printed in the 
RECORD of July 26, 2023, under ‘‘Text of 
Amendments.’’) 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
for 6 minutes of debate prior to the 
rollcall vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HAWLEY. Mr. President, for 50 
years—50 years—the Federal Govern-
ment has put into the water, into the 
soil, into the air of St. Louis and sur-
rounding regions radioactive nuclear 
material. 

They have not told the people of St. 
Louis. They have not compensated the 
people of St. Louis. They have not 
helped the people of St. Louis—in fact, 
just the opposite. For decades—dec-
ades—they told the people of St. Louis: 
No problem. There is no problem here. 

Meanwhile, children were dying of 
cancer, and people all over the region 
were contracting autoimmune diseases. 
Why? Because the groundwater had 
been poisoned, because the creeks 

where they played in had been 
poisoned. And now we know for a fact 
that the government has covered it up 
for decades. 

Mr. President, it is time to make this 
right. The amendment we are about to 
vote on is a very simple amendment. It 
is about basic justice: compensating 
the victims of the Federal Govern-
ment’s negligence for what the govern-
ment itself has done. 

And it hasn’t only happened in Mis-
souri. It has happened around the coun-
try, which is why this amendment 
would reauthorize a victims fund for 
those who have suffered because of the 
government’s negligence. And by ‘‘suf-
fered’’ I mean gotten sick and had fam-
ily members die—in Missouri, in States 
across the country. It reauthorizes it, 
and it makes it available to those who 
have been the victims of what the gov-
ernment has done. 

This is a bipartisan bill. I am proud 
to have worked with Senator LUJÁN, 
Senator CRAPO, Senator SCHMITT, and 
others. 

Now I would like to recognize the 
Senator from New Mexico, Senator 
LUJÁN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Mexico. 

Mr. LUJÁN. Mr. President, I want to 
commend Mr. HAWLEY and Mr. CRAPO 
for the work they have done here and 
all of our colleagues and staff who have 
contributed to telling this story and 
the support that I expect to see today 
and that I hope will get this across the 
finish line. 

Almost 80 years ago, New Mexico be-
came ground zero for the detonation of 
the first nuclear bomb. Millions of peo-
ple across the country traveled to thea-
ters this weekend, and they saw a 
blockbuster centered around this infa-
mous date. But not enough people have 
focused on the collateral damage 
caused by our Nation’s nuclear weap-
ons testing. People who sacrificed on 
behalf of our country for national secu-
rity purposes, working day in and day 
out, in States like Colorado, New Mex-
ico, Arizona, Missouri, Wyoming, 
South Dakota, Nevada, Texas, Oregon, 
North Dakota, Idaho, Utah, Montana, 
and others—they deserve our support. 

Folks have traveled to Washington 
with lung cancer, oral cancer, asthma, 
heart problems, begging us to extend 
and expand the Radiation Exposure 
Compensation Act. A few years ago, an 
elder from the Navajo Nation traveled 
here to testify, and she looked us all in 
the eye, and she asked a simple ques-
tion: Are you waiting for us all to die 
for the problem to go away? 

I ask this body to show these victims 
compassion, understand their pain and 
suffering so that they know it has not 
gone unnoticed. 

I respectfully ask for your vote. 
I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Idaho. 
Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, when 

America conducted nuclear tests in Ne-
vada, New Mexico, and the Pacific, we 

had little understanding of how radi-
ation spread. 

Throughout my time in Congress, I 
have advocated for expanding the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act to 
cover the forgotten victims of these 
tests, including the residents of all the 
affected States that have been identi-
fied here today. 

Downwinders, those affected by these 
tests, deserve to be compensated for 
the effects of these weapons. I am 
grateful for working with Senator 
LUJÁN and Senator HAWLEY and our 
other colleagues to ensure that we do 
not leave our downwinders behind. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. SCHMITT. Mr. President, I rise 
in support of this amendment, and I am 
proud to work with my colleague from 
Missouri and others in a bipartisan 
way to provide some relief to the peo-
ple who have been affected by this. 

Here in Missouri, I can tell you—a 
couple weeks ago, I gave my maiden 
speech, and I talked a lot about where 
I grew up. I grew up in a blue-collar 
town in the shadow of the airport in 
Bridgeton, and that is the epicenter of 
where this happened—near the airport, 
near a landfill. 

In those areas in the city and north 
county, people work hard. They always 
have. Little did they know that this 
hazardous toxic waste was being 
dumped in their water, in the ground 
where their children play. 

And all this amendment does is reau-
thorize something that has been on the 
books for decades, and it allows people 
who have been affected to apply. 

So I am proud to support the people 
who have been affected who are looking 
for some measure of justice. Nothing 
will make them whole, but this is a 
step, and I am proud to work with my 
colleagues in that regard too. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1058 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I request 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Is there a sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 61, 
nays 37, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 207 Leg.] 

YEAS—61 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Braun 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 

Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 

Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
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Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Marshall 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Mullin 
Murphy 
Murray 

Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Risch 
Rosen 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 

Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—37 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Britt 
Budd 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murkowski 

Paul 
Ricketts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Scott (FL) 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 61, the nays are 37. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of this amend-
ment, the amendment is agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1058) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Jersey. 

AMENDMENT NO. 638 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 

call up my amendment No. 638 and ask 
that it be reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment by 
number. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MENEN-
DEZ], for himself and others, proposes an 
amendment numbered 638. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To reauthorize the Firefighter 

Cancer Registry Act of 2018) 
At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 

title X, insert the following: 
SEC. ll. REAUTHORIZATION OF VOLUNTARY 

REGISTRY FOR FIREFIGHTER CAN-
CER INCIDENCE. 

Section 2(h) of the Firefighter Cancer Reg-
istry Act of 2018 (42 U.S.C. 280e–5(h)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘$2,500,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2018 through 2022’’ and in-
serting ‘‘$5,500,000 for each of fiscal years 
2024 through 2028’’. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I ask 
that there be unanimous consent for 3 
minutes, equally divided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, this 
amendment is to reauthorize the Fire-
fighter Cancer Registry, which was 
passed unanimously by Congress and 
signed into law in 2018. 

The Firefighter Cancer Registry im-
proves our Nation’s ability to conduct 
research and gather data on the cancer 
risk associated with firefighting. It is a 
vital program, one that furthers our 
understanding of how to protect the 
brave first responders who run toward 
danger when everyone else runs away 
from it. And yet, on October 1 of last 
year, the program expired. 

My bipartisan, commonsense amend-
ment would reauthorize the program 
for an additional 5 years while bringing 
it into line with the current appropria-
tion level. 

Supported by Senators MURKOWSKI, 
BROWN, KLOBUCHAR, FISCHER, RUBIO, 
and TESTER, it would benefit both ca-
reer firefighters as well as volunteers 
like my constituent Edward Diaz. He 
was the son of Eduardo Diaz, a North 
Bergen firefighter who tragically 
passed away in 2017 from pancreatic 
cancer. Today, he carries on his fam-
ily’s legacy of service as a volunteer 
firefighter in Hasbrouck Heights, NJ. 

I submit to my colleagues, the Diaz 
family, along with their fellow broth-
ers and sisters in the profession, are 
the reason we should all support this 
amendment today. Firefighting is more 
than a job. It is a calling, a calling that 
sometimes takes your life as we saw in 
the loss of two Newark firefighters 
within the last month. 

Let’s honor that calling by reauthor-
izing the Firefighter Cancer Registry 
Act with this amendment. I urge my 
colleagues to support it and reserve the 
balance of my time. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 638 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 2, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 208 Leg.] 

YEAS—96 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 

Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 

Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 

Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—2 

Lee Paul 

NOT VOTING—2 

Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 96, the nays are 2. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
affirmative votes for the adoption of 
this amendment, the amendment is 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 638) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Hawaii. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1078 
Mr. SCHATZ. I call up my amend-

ment No. 1078 and ask that it be re-
ported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Hawaii [Mr. SCHATZ], for 

himself and Ms. MURKOWSKI, proposes an 
amendment numbered 1078. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will now be 2 
minutes for debate, equally divided, be-
fore the vote on the Schatz amendment 
No. 1078. 

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I want 
to urge passage of an amendment to re-
authorize this critical housing law for 
American Indians, Native Hawaiians, 
and Alaska Natives, NAHASDA. This 
amendment would reauthorize 
NAHASDA for 7 years, promote greater 
local control over NAHASDA pro-
grams, streamline environmental re-
views for Native housing projects, and 
incentivize private partnerships. 

Senator MURKOWSKI and I introduced 
a stand-alone bill to reauthorize 
NAHASDA, which cleared our com-
mittee unanimously. 

This amendment is an important win 
for Native communities to address 
their urgent housing needs. It has gone 
through regular order and has been 
well studied for years. 

I urge my colleagues to vote yes on 
this important measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
join my colleague in supporting this 
very important reauthorization, the 
Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Act, 
NAHASDA. This has been 10 years in 
the making. This has seen process, this 
has seen input, this has seen extraor-
dinary effort, and, as the chairman of 
the Indian Affairs Committee has 
noted, this process has led to a place 
where we were able to incorporate this 
into the NDAA last Congress. Earlier 
this year, we moved it out of com-
mittee by voice vote. 

We need to move it. People need 
housing. It is a priority in so many of 
our States. I thank those who have 
been working with us over the years to 
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accomplish this, and I would ask for 
strong support in this body for housing 
within our American Indian, Alaska 
Native, and Native Hawaiian commu-
nities. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, due to my 
mother’s sudden hospitalization late 
this afternoon for a serious illness, I 
need to leave Washington unexpectedly 
and immediately. As a result, I will 
miss the vote on final passage of the 
National Defense Authorization Act, as 
well as any remaining amendment 
votes. 

I would like the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD to reflect that I support final 
passage of this legislation. When I re-
turn to Washington following the Au-
gust work period, I will submit another 
statement to the RECORD detailing how 
I would have cast my vote on each of 
the amendment votes I was forced to 
miss. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1078 
I ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Is there a sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Illinois (Mr. DURBIN) and 
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 86, 
nays 11, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 209 Leg.] 
YEAS—86 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Markey 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—11 

Blackburn 
Ernst 
Hagerty 
Kennedy 

Lee 
Marshall 
Paul 
Rubio 

Schmitt 
Tuberville 
Vance 

NOT VOTING—3 

Casey Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KAINE). On this vote, the yeas are 86, 
the nays are 11. 

Under the previous order requiring 60 
votes for the adoption of the amend-
ment, the amendment is agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1078) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, for 

the information of the Members, we are 
getting very close to locking down a 
final agreement, which will allow us to 
vote on a number of things, including 
the managers’ amendments and final 
passage this evening. We are still wait-
ing for some final paperwork to be 
done. So, in the meantime, I am going 
to introduce and ask unanimous con-
sent for a resolution praising Tony 
Bennett, making August 3, his birth-
day, Tony Bennett Day. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE, LEG-
ACY, AND ENTERTAINMENT CA-
REER OF TONY BENNETT 

Mr. SCHUMER. So, Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 322, which was submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 322) commemorating 

the life, legacy, and entertainment career of 
Tony Bennett. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to, 
the preamble be agreed to, and that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 322) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I am 
really proud today that my resolution 
declaring Tony Bennett’s birthday, Au-
gust 3, as Tony Bennett Day has just 
passed the Senate. I would like to 
thank Senator CORNYN for joining me 
in this bipartisan resolution, as well as 
Speaker Emerita Pelosi for working on 
a companion resolution in the House. 

As we all know, we all loved Tony 
Bennett. Tony is an American icon, a 
son of Astoria, Queens—a New Yorker 
through and through—and, without 
doubt, one of the most beloved singers 
of our time. You only come across a 
Tony Bennett once in a lifetime. 

I would like to think Frank Sinatra 
got it right when he called Tony Ben-
nett ‘‘the best singer in the business.’’ 

Known for his unparalleled talent 
and his exceptional vocal range, Tony 
spanned generations and genres. He 
touched the hearts of millions around 
the world. 

It didn’t matter if you were young or 
old or somewhere in between, it didn’t 
matter if you were a friend or a fan, 
just about everyone loved Tony, and 
Tony loved just about everyone. 

And you could feel that he was in it 
for the right reasons, not for the 
money or the fame, but he just loved 
making music and having people enjoy 
it. Just to hear him sing a few bars, 
you knew he cared about the song and 
he wanted to share that caring with ev-
erybody. And he cared about you, as he 
sang it to you, just about more than 
anything. 

And let’s not forget, as great a musi-
cian as Tony was, he was a very good 
human being. He fought and served our 
country admirably during World War 
II. This always amazed me: He was a 
lifelong champion of civil rights and 
marched along Martin Luther King, 
Jr., in Selma in 1965, at a time when 
the agents of most entertainers dis-
couraged them from marching in these 
kinds of things because they might lose 
some fans. But Tony didn’t care. He be-
lieved in equality. 

And he raised money for great 
causes, including the very disease he 
was fighting, Alzheimer’s. 

If that still wasn’t enough, he was an 
accomplished painter, and he drew his 
inspiration from his little bench in 
Central Park. 

Tony Bennett’s legacy will live on in 
the hearts of fans, friends, and count-
less artists he inspired along the way. 
I am proud we could come together to 
pass this resolution honoring an ex-
traordinary man and his immeasurable 
contribution to the arts and our soci-
ety. 

f 

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2024—Continued 

Now, until we get the paperwork 
done and can lock everything in, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that it be in order 
to call up the following amendments to 
S. 2226: Rubio, No. 523; Young, No. 230; 
Daines, No. 1084; further, that with re-
spect to the amendments listed above, 
the Senate vote on the amendments in 
the order listed, with no further 
amendments or motions in order, and 
with 60 affirmative votes required for 
adoption and that there be 2 minutes 
equally divided prior to each vote; fur-
ther, that upon disposition of the 
Daines amendment, that it be in order 
to send to the desk a managers’ pack-
age of 47 amendments, and after the 
clerk reports it, I ask that the clerk 
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also read the numbers and sponsors of 
each of the individual amendments in 
this package and that they be the only 
amendments remaining in order to be 
offered to S. 2226; that the Senate vote 
on the amendment with no intervening 
action or debate; that upon disposition 
of the managers’ amendments, the clo-
ture motions filed during Wednesday’s 
session ripen and the Senate vote on 
the motion to invoke cloture on the 
substitute amendment No. 935, as 
amended; further, that if cloture is in-
voked, all postcloture time be consid-
ered expired, the Schumer amendment 
No. 936 be withdrawn, and the Senate 
vote on the substitute amendment, as 
amended, with no intervening action or 
debate; further, that if the substitute 
amendment is agreed to, the cloture 
motion with respect to the underlying 
bill, S. 2226, be withdrawn, the bill, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time, and the Senate vote on passage of 
the bill, as amended, with 60 affirma-
tive votes required for passage; that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table, with up 
to 10 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided, prior to the vote on passage; fi-
nally, that upon disposition of S. 2226, 
the Senate immediately proceed to the 
consideration of H.R. 2670, which was 
received from the House and is at the 
desk; that all after the enacting clause 
be stricken, the text of the Senate bill, 
as passed, be inserted; H.R. 2670, as 
amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed, the Senate bill then 
be indefinitely postponed, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 523 
Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, I call up 

my amendment No. 523 and ask that it 
be reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
The Senator from Florida [Mr. RUBIO] pro-

poses an amendment numbered 523 to amend-
ment No. 935. 

(The amendment is printed in the 
RECORD of July 13, 2023, under ‘‘Text of 
Amendments.’’) 

Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, this is my 
amendment that is going to be voted 
on here by agreement. It is pretty 
straightforward. The Federal Thrift 
Savings Plan is the largest defined con-

tribution plan in the world. It has 22 
China-only funds. Every single one of 
them has money going towards compa-
nies that are sanctioned, that are on 
the Entity List—companies that are 
responsible for the human rights viola-
tions against Uighurs; companies that 
our own government has said are help-
ing the Chinese build their military— 
Chinese-sponsored companies. And so 
this amendment, basically, is geared 
towards that. It tells the TSP—the 
Thrift Savings Plan—board that they 
can no longer invest your money—the 
money of Members of Congress, mem-
bers of the military, Federal employ-
ees. 

Federal employee retirement money 
is being invested in companies that are 
undermining American national secu-
rity according to our own government. 
We are investing in those. 

Think about the irony. You are a 
member of the military and your re-
tirement money is being invested in 
companies that are building missiles 
designed to blow up the ship that you 
serve on. 

So if we are serious about this, we 
need to cut this off. This is not a ban 
on Chinese investment. This is a ban 
on the Thrift Savings Plan and its 
money—your money, the investment 
money of Federal employees—being 
used to invest in companies that our 
own government has placed on lists for 
human rights violations and posing a 
threat to the national security of the 
country. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 523 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 

further debate? 
If not, the question is on agreeing to 

the amendment. 
Mr. WICKER. I ask for the yeas and 

nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) and the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NET). Are there any other Senators in 
the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 55, 
nays 42, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 210 Leg.] 
YEAS—55 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Capito 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
King 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 

Mullin 
Murkowski 
Peters 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schmitt 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 

Tillis 
Tuberville 

Vance 
Warner 

Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—42 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Gillibrand 

Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Klobuchar 
Luján 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 

Paul 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Van Hollen 
Warnock 
Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Casey Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NET). On this vote, the yeas are 55, the 
nays are 42. Under the previous order 
requiring 60 affirmative votes for the 
adoption of this amendment, the 
amendment is not agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 523) was re-
jected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Indiana. 

AMENDMENT NO. 230 

Mr. YOUNG. I call up my amendment 
No. 230, and ask that it be reported by 
number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Indiana [Mr. YOUNG] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 230. 

The amendment is as follows: 
(Purpose: To ensure that the Department of 

Defense has received an unqualified opin-
ion on its financial statements by October 
1, 2027) 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 

SEC. ll. REQUIREMENT FOR UNQUALIFIED 
OPINION ON FINANCIAL STATE-
MENT. 

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that 
the Department of Defense has received an 
unqualified opinion on its financial state-
ments by October 1, 2027. 

Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, Congress 
has passed an annual Defense author-
ization bill for the past 62 years. This 
body—both parties—takes seriously 
the threats our servicemembers face 
and the sacrifices their families make. 

To date, the Department of Defense 
has executed five audits—five audits. 
No uniformed service has returned a 
clean audit, nor have major offices and 
agencies within the Office of the Sec-
retary of Defense. 

By setting this deadline, we commu-
nicate Congress’s seriousness on this 
issue. We also communicate to the Sec-
retary of Defense that we believe this 
should be a priority of his and that we 
will hold him responsible for failing to 
meet this deadline. In 4 years—4 
years—we must have a clean audit. 

As the Department undergoes an ex-
tensive vital modernization and seeks 
to take care of its people, policy-
makers must be able to debate and con-
sider the Department’s budgetary pri-
orities in a transparent manner with 
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all the facts at our disposal. My co-
sponsor, Senator KING, and I believe 
DOD is doing the right things to be 
able to complete a full, clean audit in 
the next 4 years. This amendment 
serves as a commonsense communica-
tion of intense seriousness and urgency 
to the Department in a practical man-
ner. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote, and I request a 
voice vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 230 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the 60-vote 
threshold with respect to this amend-
ment be vitiated and we vote by voice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment (No. 230) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Montana. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1084 
(Purpose: To provide for the settle-

ment of the water rights claims of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community.) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I call up 
my amendment No. 1084 and ask that it 
be reported by number. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment by 
number. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Montana [Mr. DAINES] 
proposes an amendment numbered 1084. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I would 
like to thank my colleague from Mon-
tana, Senator TESTER, and all of those 
who have worked so hard to get this 
home today. 

This settles a 100-plus-year battle in 
Montana. This is the last Indian water 
rights settlement for the State of Mon-
tana—the Fort Belknap water rights 
settlement. It codifies existing water 
rights, prevents costly litigation, pro-
vides clean drinking water, and invests 
in irrigation for farmers and ranchers 
to provide food for our country. 

This bill passed out of committee by 
a voice vote. It is supported by the 
Governor of Montana, by the entire 
Montana congressional delegation, the 
Fort Belknap community, all of the lo-
cally affected counties, including the 
county commissioners, and our farmers 
and our ranchers. 

This is truly a win for our State and 
the country. I ask my colleagues to 
support this amendment, and I am 
going to ask for a voice vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Montana. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I want 
to thank Senator DAINES for all the ef-
fort he put into this legislation, the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community Water 
Rights Settlement Act. It has been a 
long time coming, and I want to take a 
moment to acknowledge the current 

leader of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, President Stiffarm. 

President Stiffarm is a courageous 
leader, and he deserves a tremendous 
amount of credit for bringing this bill 
to the moment we are at today. 

This bill was first introduced by me 
in 2012. The bipartisan version that we 
are voting on today is the result of 
years of negotiation between the Tribe, 
local elected officials, State legisla-
tors, Federal Agencies, and other 
stakeholders that hammered out a fair 
compromise that honors the trust and 
treaty responsibilities while guaran-
teeing water certainty to all water 
users in North Central Montana 
through the rehabilitation of the Milk 
River Project. 

Look, I am a farmer, and I know how 
critical water is for the health of com-
munities, for agriculture, and for eco-
nomic growth. Water is necessary for 
our crops, for our businesses, for our 
homes. We all rely on it. 

For the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity the work started on this over 100 
years ago. In the Senate, we have been 
debating moving this water settlement 
forward for years, and, today, we can 
make it happen. 

I would urge my colleagues to do 
right by the Tribe by honoring our 
trust and treaty responsibilities, and 
do right by all the folks who rely on 
clean water in the Treasure State. And 
I support Senator DAINES’ call for a 
voice vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1084 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the 60-vote 
threshold be vitiated and that we vote 
by voice. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is on agreeing to the 
amendment. 

The amendment (No. 1084) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1087 
(Purpose: To provide for a managers’ 

package.) 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I believe it 

is in order now to call up the man-
agers’ package. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the amendment. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. REED], 
for himself and Mr. WICKER, proposes an 
amendment numbered 1087. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will read 
the names and sponsors of the amend-
ments. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

Murray No. 205, Cruz No. 188, Reed No. 270, 
Menendez No. 292, Lankford No. 1082, Klo-
buchar No. 416, Murkowski No. 411, Coons 
No. 475, Grassley No. 484, Schatz No. 555, 

Ernst No. 506, Cardin No. 701, Ernst No. 508, 
Merkley No. 740, Rubio No. 525, Brown No. 
761, Sullivan No. 647, Cortez Masto No. 800, 
Cornyn No. 814, Fetterman No. 825, Kennedy 
No. 861, Manchin No. 826, Braun No. 871, 
Ossoff No. 908, Schmitt No. 906, Padilla No. 
910, Graham No. 917, Warner No. 913, Ernst 
No. 988, Shaheen No. 928, Lummis No. 1000, 
Warnock No. 977, Cotton No. 1015, Kelly No. 
985, Risch No. 1017, Wyden No. 1035, Lankford 
No. 1027, Whitehouse No. 1036, Hoeven No. 
1037, Rosen No. 1040, Barrasso No. 1042, 
Cardin No. 1050, Lee No. 1051; Sinema No. 
1070, Hyde-Smith No. 1064, Peters No. 1043, 
and Warner No. 1053. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The yeas and nays are ordered. 
The Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WICKER. Does the distinguished 

chairman wish to speak on the motion? 
Mr. REED. Go ahead. 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, this rep-

resents another degree of cooperation. 
This comes to us by unanimous con-
sent. According to the rules, we must 
have a vote of the yeas and nays, but 
we are approaching the finish line, and 
out of consideration for those who have 
travel plans later tonight, I hope we 
can stick to the 10-minute rule. 

I urge the passage of this important 
managers’ package. 

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 1087 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) and the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN), are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 94, 
nays 3, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 211 Leg.] 

YEAS—94 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 

Lee 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
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Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 

Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Vance 
Warner 
Warnock 

Warren 
Welch 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—3 

Markey Paul Sanders 

NOT VOTING—3 

Casey Durbin Scott (SC) 

The amendment (No. 1087) was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
OSSOFF). The majority leader. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, let me 
give the order. We are almost done. We 
are about to vote. 

I first have to do a unanimous con-
sent to vitiate cloture. I am going to 
speak on the NDAA bill, on the pages, 
and yield to Leader MCCONNELL to fol-
low me, and then we vote. 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT 
So, first, I ask unanimous consent to 

modify the previous order so cloture 
motions with respect to the substitute 
amendment No. 935, as amended, and 
the underlying bill, S. 2226, be with-
drawn; that the Schumer amendment 
No. 936 be withdrawn; that the sub-
stitute amendment No. 935, as amend-
ed, be agreed to; further, that the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time and the Senate vote on passage of 
the bill, as amended, with 60 affirma-
tive votes required for passage; that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table with up 
to 10 minutes for debate, equally di-
vided, prior to the vote on passage, 
with all previous provisions remaining 
in effect. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to 

thank the Senator from Utah and the 
Senator from Maryland for putting for-
ward this critical amendment ending 
China’s developing nation status. 

The ability of countries to take ad-
vantage of ‘‘special and differential 
treatment’’ as it is called in the World 
Trade Organization—WTO—to skip out 
on meaningful obligations and upend 
the trade playing field has long con-
cerned me and other members of the 
Finance Committee on both sides of 
the aisle. 

While I support the goal of the 
amendment, the language needs to be 
refined to effectively achieve that ob-
jective. I want to work with you in 
conference to ensure this amendment 
directs the U.S. Trade Representative 
to meaningfully address China’s status 
at the WTO. The WTO has a unique 
and, frankly, antiquated form of gov-
ernance and is long overdue for signifi-
cant reform, including its treatment of 
major economies like China. 

Mr. ROMNEY. I thank the Senator 
from Oregon. I agree with him that 
this amendment is critical. 

Congress needs to push the Federal 
Government on this policy. Our gov-

ernment must acknowledge the reality 
that China is no longer a developing 
country. I commit to working with the 
chairman of the Finance Committee, in 
good faith, in conference. 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, as a 
strong supporter of U.S. assistance to 
Ukraine, I am keenly aware of the im-
portant role that appropriate and effec-
tive oversight plays in ensuring that 
support can continue. I support inde-
pendent, effective oversight and believe 
we should be doing all that we can to 
make sure those oversight mechanisms 
are strong and that our inspectors gen-
eral have the resources they need to 
carry out their work. 

But given that we have an existing 
framework, given that there are three 
inspectors general who have been 
working day in and out, effectively, to 
conduct such oversight, I do not think 
we should create new offices and addi-
tional layers without evidence that the 
current framework is not working. So 
while I appreciate that my colleagues 
share the same goals of ensuring we 
have robust oversight of U.S. assist-
ance to Ukraine, I do not agree that 
these amendments are the best way to 
achieve that goal. 

The Wicker amendment would create 
a new office that could impede the 
work that is ongoing, not enhance it. 
There is an existing statutory frame-
work for designating a lead inspector 
general. I have not heard a good case 
for why that framework should not be 
used here. 

The inspectors general from the De-
partment of State, USAID, and Depart-
ment of Defense have been on the 
ground in Ukraine, conducting work of 
virtually all U.S. assistance involving 
multiple Agencies. They have an estab-
lished working group that ensures 
oversight is efficient and not duplica-
tive. Creating a new office, with the 
need for new staff and potentially con-
flicting roles, would likely make those 
efforts less, not more, efficient. 

The Paul amendment would add fur-
ther and unnecessary complexity to on-
going oversight efforts. It would likely 
impair ongoing oversight by drawing 
personnel away from the inspectors 
general already engaged in oversight 
work. Instead of ramping up current ef-
forts, inspectors general would spend 
time deconflicting or sorting out per-
sonnel issues. It is also unclear how an 
expanded Special Inspector General for 
Afghanistan Reconstruction—SIGAR— 
would successfully pivot to oversight of 
Ukraine assistance or how it would an 
expanded mandate would be funded. 

I am committed to ensuring that we 
have robust, independent, effective 
oversight of all U.S. assistance to 
Ukraine. But the answer to ensuring 
that we have successful mechanisms 
for such oversight is not to create new 
structures and additional layers of bu-
reaucracy. It is to make sure those who 
already have the tools, expertise, and 
resources to conduct oversight and 
audit spending, have sufficient re-
sources to do so, and for us to hold 

them to account. That is precisely 
what I intend to do, and I call on my 
colleagues in this body to do the same. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
concur with many of my colleagues 
that spending on defense is important 
to meet our national security needs 
and support our allies like Ukraine. My 
State of Maryland plays an important 
role in bolstering national defense, ad-
vancing critical research, and sup-
porting our military, and I strongly 
support the work of our bases. 

However, it is clear to me that we as 
a country are not spending our money 
wisely. The defense budget has grown 
considerably and, despite its size, has 
not passed an independent audit. Admi-
ral Mike Mullin, the former Chairmen 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said in ref-
erence to defense spending that ‘‘with 
the increasing defense budget, which is 
almost double, it hasn’t forced us to 
make the hard trades. It hasn’t forced 
us to prioritize.’’ 

While I do not believe that across- 
the-board cuts are ever the best way to 
reduce spending, I voted in favor of the 
Sanders amendment to send a message 
that we need to put our defense dollars 
to much better use and make the hard 
choices necessary to right-size our de-
fense spending. 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, I want to 
say a few words about my vote in sup-
port of the Hawley amendment No. 
1058, relating to expansion of the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act. I 
voted in favor of this amendment, but 
I would like to highlight that an im-
portant group is left out of this expan-
sion: payments to beneficiaries of de-
ceased individuals who were respon-
sible for cleaning up atomic testing 
sites. While this amendment includes 
payments to beneficiaries of deceased 
individuals who qualify under the new 
Manhattan Project Waste sections, 
cleanup veterans are notably left out of 
such payments to their beneficiaries 
upon their passing. 

I hope that during the conference 
process for the underlying bill, we are 
able to include this provision to ensure 
just compensation for these veterans 
and their families. If we are not able to 
include these veterans during the con-
ference process, I hope to work with 
my colleagues to provide benefits to 
our cleanup veterans as standalone leg-
islation or through another appro-
priate, legislative vehicle. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, it has 

been a long day but a very successful 
day. 

The NDAA is a prime example of 
both sides coming together and 
crafting a strong, bipartisan defense 
bill that will strengthen America’s na-
tional security, take care of our serv-
icemembers, and keep the United 
States the leader in innovation for 
years to come. 

This was a bipartisan process 
through and through. I want to thank 
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Chairman REED and Ranking Member 
WICKER and all the Members for their 
good work on this. 

A bipartisan process is precisely 
what the American people are yearning 
for in a fractured Congress, Democrats 
and Republicans coming together to 
provide something as critical as our 
national defense. 

The NDAA and the bipartisan process 
we went through to get here should be 
a glimmer of hope for the American 
people, a sign that bipartisanship is 
alive and well in the Senate, but it is 
not the only glimmer. We also came to-
gether to avert a first-ever default a 
few months ago, and we are currently 
making great progress on the appro-
priations bill, where, almost miracu-
lously, under the leadership of Senator 
MURPHY and Senator COLLINS, they 
have advanced all 12 bills out of com-
mittee with bipartisan support. 

(Applause.) 
I hope what has happened on this 

bill, the NDAA bill, and these other 
bills can be a metaphor for future bills 
down the road. 

These are two of our highest respon-
sibilities—appropriations and national 
defense—and we made great progress in 
these last few months. It has been a 
really good Senate that the American 
people can be proud of. 

It was a good process on and off the 
floor. Listen to this: 98 amendments. 
We talk about how we don’t do amend-
ments—98; 44 Democrat, 44 Republican, 
and the rest bipartisan. That is what 
an NDAA bill should look like—a full 
floor process with input and debate 
from both sides. As a result, there are 
many critical provisions in this NDAA 
bill as well that we should be proud of. 

We made critical downpayments on 
our effort to outcompete the Chinese 
Government by limiting the flow of in-
vestment and advanced technology to 
China. 

We are passing the first piece of leg-
islation related to artificial intel-
ligence, including important provisions 
to increase data sharing with the DOD 
and increase reporting on AI’s use in fi-
nancial services. 

Maybe most important to everyone 
here aware of this fentanyl crisis, we 
are boosting resources in a major way 
to tackle the fentanyl crisis by includ-
ing the FEND Off Fentanyl Act. Sen-
ators BROWN, SCOTT, and many others 
led to that legislation. This act gives 
the President more powers to stop any 
country—China, Mexico—from sending 
the precursor materials that are made 
into fentanyl to kill our children. 

Together, all of these provisions pro-
vide a strong foundation for the safety 
and security of our country. 

One more point. It is in stark con-
trast to the partisan race to the bot-
tom we saw in the House. House Repub-
licans should look to the bipartisan 
Senate to see how to get things done. 
We are passing important bipartisan 
legislation; they are throwing partisan 
legislation on the floor that has no 
chance of passing. The contrast is glar-

ing. If the House of Representatives 
would look at how we are working here 
in the Senate and emulate us a little 
more, they could be far more produc-
tive. 

SENATE PAGES 

Mr. President, now on a final note 
and a serious note. Today is the final 
day for this page class. It has been a 
busy session. The pages can help make 
this place run smoothly. They are here 
when we need them, and they have 
served this institution with grace. 
However, I understand that late last 
night, a Member of the House majority 
thought it appropriate to curse at some 
of these young people, these teenagers, 
in the Rotunda. I was shocked when I 
heard about it, and I am further 
shocked at his refusal to apologize to 
these young people. 

I can’t speak for the House of Rep-
resentatives, but I do not think that 
one Member’s disrespect is shared by 
this body, by Leader MCCONNELL, and 
myself. 

So I would like to take a moment to 
thank these pages for their assistance 
these many weeks. We wish them well 
as they return to their homes and fam-
ilies. 

(Applause.) 
Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-

sent that the names of the current 
pages be printed at the appropriate 
place in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Amelia Barnum, Claire Erickson, Ava 
Heaphy, Benjamin Kagan, Tova Korry, Arav 
Mehta, Andrew Morgan, Chloe Patricof, Dan-
iel Ross, Colton Sorce, Angela Valle-Rivera, 
Evangeline Enright, Christopher Freshwater, 
Mila Jolley, Maya Karafotas, Emily Maikoo, 
Jack Milroy, Amrutha Nandakumar, Mat-
thew Pollak, Julia Sandoval, Allison Stoudt, 
Patrick Willocks Duncan. 

Isabella Aversano, Robert Charles 
Cresanti, Andrew James Kozeny, Reed Dan-
iel Gray, Mia Solomon, Augusten ‘‘Gus’’ 
James Sugarman, James Christian Pittman, 
Owen Peter White, Brady Patrick Butler, 
Dorsa Tajvidi, DeLacy Jane Poletti, Mad-
eline Garcia, Colin Hughes Cole Murkowski, 
Josee Compton, Evans O’Brien Reynolds, 
John Andrew Guyer, Nora Shitandi, Brianna 
Elizabeth Schmitz, Maxwell Noah White, 
Brett Aaron Poggi, Walker Bryan Coley, 
Katherine Kaia Wrench. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I now turn to Leader 
MCCONNELL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
want to associate myself with the re-
marks of the majority leader. Every-
body on this side of the aisle feels ex-
actly the same way. 

S. 2226 

I also want to offer my congratula-
tions to those deeply involved in pass-
ing this important NDAA. We kept our 
record. This is the 63rd year, I guess, 
and a good way to wrap up this session. 
This is really important for our coun-
try. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Thank you, Leader 
MCCONNELL. 

I ask for the yeas and nays on final 
passage of the NDAA. 

CLOTURE MOTIONS WITHDRAWN 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the cloture motions 
are withdrawn. 

AMENDMENT WITHDRAWN 

The amendment (No. 936) was with-
drawn. 

AMENDMENT NO. 935, AS AMENDED 

The amendment (No. 935), as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading and was read a third 
time. 

VOTE ON S. 2226 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill 
having been read the third time, the 
question is, Shall the bill pass? 

The yeas and nays have been re-
quested. 

Is there a sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the 

Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
CASEY) and the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. SCOTT). 

The result was announced—yeas 86, 
nays 11, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 212 Leg.] 

YEAS—86 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Boozman 
Britt 
Brown 
Budd 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fetterman 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 

Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Luján 
Lummis 
Manchin 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Moran 
Mullin 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 

Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Ricketts 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Schatz 
Schmitt 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—11 

Booker 
Braun 
Lee 
Markey 

Merkley 
Paul 
Sanders 
Vance 

Warren 
Welch 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—3 

Casey Durbin Scott (SC) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 86, the nays are 11. 

The 60-vote threshold having been 
achieved, the bill, as amended, is 
passed. 

The bill (S. 2226), as amended, was 
passed. 

(The bill will be printed in a future 
edition of the RECORD.) 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to consider H.R. 2670, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 2670) to authorize appropria-

tions for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense and for 
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, a substitute amend-
ment, which is the text of S. 2226, as 
passed, is agreed to; the bill, as amend-
ed, is considered read a third time and 
passed; and the motion to reconsider is 
considered made and laid upon the 
table. 

The amendment, in the nature of a 
substitute, was agreed to. 

The amendment was ordered to be 
engrossed and the bill to be read a 
third time. 

The bill was read the third time. 
The bill (H.R. 2670), as amended, was 

passed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, S. 2226 is indefi-
nitely postponed. 

The Senator from Mississippi. 
Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I now 

would like to congratulate my col-
leagues in the Senate for passing a 
very important National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024. 

I see that my distinguished chairman 
has come back to the floor, and I want 
to thank him for his cooperation. I 
want to thank every member of the 
committee and every Member of the 
Senate for their cooperation. As the 
public has learned, we do much of this 
through unanimous consent, and it is a 
tribute that we have gotten as far as 
we have and it is July 27, with another 
full 2 months to go before the end of 
the fiscal year. I think we are on the 
right track. 

This year’s National Defense Author-
ization Act will help meet the dan-
gerous national security moment we 
face. It will equip our military with 
many of the tools necessary to imple-
ment the national defense strategy. 

Every year, as has been mentioned, 
we pass the NDAA. This is the 63rd 
time we have done so, and it is a last-
ing, continual testament to Congress’s 
commitment to our servicemembers 
and our security. 

To be sure, our threats are much 
greater than they were back in 1961 
when the first NDAA passed. Today, 
the United States faces undoubtedly 
the most complex and dangerous secu-
rity situation since World War II. 

This year’s NDAA is an important 
step forward in our quest to build our 
arsenal. Ideally, we would have an an-
nual 3 to 5 percent boost above infla-
tion to our top line. We were not able 
to come to an agreement on that, but 

even without that budget increase, our 
committee has advanced a strong, bi-
partisan product that contains numer-
ous important provisions. Let me sum-
marize just a few. 

The bill authorizes a 5.2-percent pay 
raise for servicemembers and includes 
a host of other quality-of-life improve-
ments for our troops and their families. 

The bill also contains provisions that 
will help the military solve its recruit-
ing crisis. 

We include a massive expansion of 
the Junior ROTC Program, a citizen-
ship builder in our high schools. We 
also included support for our sub-
marine programs. We need to do more 
in that regard. 

The legislation addresses the ongoing 
maintenance delays by sending funds 
to our shipyards. It expands our deter-
rent capabilities with a sea-launched 
nuclear cruise missile and allows us to 
make good on our commitments to the 
United Kingdom and Australia, com-
monly referred to as the AUKUS agree-
ment. 

The bill makes six more munitions 
eligible for the all-important 
multiyear procurement contracts. 
These multiyear commitments send a 
clear signal to our industrial base. And 
we will produce these arms at home, 
here in the United States, equipping 
American troops with American-made 
weapons and ammunition. 

Notably, we have fully authorized the 
construction of the next amphibious 
ship, the LPD–33. 

Our committee realizes military 
competition in the 21st century will be 
decided by our willingness to harness 
emerging technology. This NDAA ac-
celerates the development of artificial 
intelligence, offensive cyber, 
hypersonics, and unmanned platforms. 
Because we intend to lap Beijing in the 
100-year innovation marathon, we are 
authorizing a new Pentagon authority 
with the Office of Strategic Capital. 

As always, partnerships with our al-
lies act as a force multiplier on all the 
tools we are providing American sol-
diers. I am glad this bill enhances secu-
rity cooperation with allies in every 
part of the free world, from the Baltics 
to the Pacific. 

Starting in January, the Armed 
Services Committee held countless 
hearings, briefings, and oversight hear-
ings of the Department. This is one of 
the most encompassing bills as a result 
of our work, which began in January. 
The committee mark included 1,217 
provisions. Of that, 504 were the result 
of member inputs. During the com-
mittee markups, an additional 240 
amendments were considered. 

Throughout the process, my col-
league and teammate, Senator JACK 
REED of Rhode Island, has been a gen-
tleman in every way and a patriot, as 
demonstrated by his service in the 
military and his service in the House 
and Senate. I thank him for helping to 
make this process exceedingly smooth. 

To take a moment, let me thank the 
following staff members who were so 

essential in getting this done smoothly 
and efficiently: Rick Berger, Brendan 
Gavin, James Mazol, Greg Lilly, Brad 
Patout, Olivia Trusty, Eric Trager, 
Adam Trull, Kevin Kim, Adam Barker, 
Sean O’Keefe, Katie Magnus, Isaac 
Jalkanen, Eric Lofgren, Kristina 
Belcourt, Pat Thompson, Katie Ro-
maine, Travis Brundrett, Jack Beyrer, 
and Philip Waller. And all of these peo-
ple on my side of the dais were led ef-
fectively by a veteran staff member 
from the House and Senate, my staff 
director, John Keast. Thank you to all 
of these people. 

Thank you once again to my col-
league Senator REED. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, first, let 
me commend Senator WICKER, the 
ranking member, for his extraordinary 
cooperation, thoughtfulness, and in-
sight throughout this entire process. 
As a result, this evening, we passed in 
an overwhelming vote a bipartisan 
piece of legislation that confronts the 
challenges we face today in a very, 
very difficult world. 

The first thing we did was we took 
care of the troops. We have a 5.2-per-
cent increase in pay—one of the largest 
in decades. We also took care of the 
troops by investing in the best possible 
platforms in technology in many di-
mensions—underwater submarines, in 
the air. We are recapitalizing our triad 
for nuclear deterrence. We are looking 
closely at space, what we can do there 
both to defend ourselves and prevent 
space from undermining our national 
security. All of these things were done 
on a collaborative basis. Hundreds of 
amendments were considered in both 
the committee and here on the floor. 
As a result, we have legislation that I 
think we are all very, very proud of. 

I would also like to thank and com-
mend Leader SCHUMER and Leader 
MCCONNELL because they allowed us to 
conduct a very open process on the 
floor, to entertain amendments, to 
work closely so that we could have the 
conclusion we did this evening—- a 
strong, strong bipartisan vote. 

I am confident that what we have 
done will provide the Department of 
Defense and our military men and 
women with the resources they need to 
meet and overcome the challenges of a 
dangerous world. 

Like my colleague, I recognize that 
the work of others made our work 
much easier. Indeed, the work of our 
staffs made this bill possible. So let me 
thank first my staff director, Elizabeth 
King, and I also thank John Keast, the 
staff director to Senator WICKER, who 
has done an extraordinary job. To-
gether, they are a formidable team and 
also consummate professionals. 

As my colleague has done, let me rec-
ognize the staff members on my side of 
the aisle: Jody Bennett, who made a 
very strong contribution to this effort, 
Carolyn Chuhta, Jon Clark, Jenny 
Davis, Jonathan Epstein, Jorie Feld-
man, Kevin Gates, Creighton Greene, 
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Gary Leeling, Kirk McConnell, Maggie 
McNamara Cooper, Bill Monahan, Mike 
Noblet, John Quirk, Andy Scott, Cole 
Stevens, Isabelle Picciotti, Alison War-
ner, Leah Brewer, Megan Lustig, Joe 
Gallo, Brittany Amador, Griffin Can-
non, Sofia Kamali, Chad Johnson, Jes-
sica Lewis, Vannary Kong, Noah Sisk, 
Zachary Volpe, and once again my staff 
director, Elizabeth King, who deserves 
great credit for this. 

Let me also thank the floor staff and 
the leadership staff who have been part 
of this process and who have been able 
to keep our floor open so we could con-
clude this bill. 

This is an important, important step. 
Now I look forward to joining my col-
league Senator WICKER and our col-
leagues in the committee to go to con-
ference to work out a bill that we can 
support as vigorously on a bipartisan 
basis as we have this Senate legisla-
tion. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SECURING THE U.S. ORGAN PRO-
CUREMENT AND TRANSPLAN-
TATION NETWORK ACT 
Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, before I 

make a unanimous request on this im-
portant bipartisan, bicameral bill, I 
wish to talk for a moment about why it 
is so critical that the Senate pass this 
urgently needed legislation. 

For hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans and their families waiting for a 
transplant, this is not an abstract 
issue. We are talking about life and 
death. More than 100,000 people are on 
the waiting list to receive a transplant, 
and, on average, 17 people die each day 
waiting for an organ transplant. In the 
first half of this year alone, more than 
2,200 Americans have died while wait-
ing for a transplant. 

The inadequacies of the current sys-
tem are especially harmful to minority 
populations who are disproportionately 
represented on the organ transplant 
waitlist, yet, on average, wait longer 
for a transplant and are at a higher 
risk of death while waiting. 

I would just say to my colleagues 
that this is morally repugnant, and 
this legislation begins, finally, to root 
out this bias against our minority com-
munities. 

For the last 40 years, the same con-
tractor has had a stronghold on this 
contract. The lack of competition has 
not been in the best interest of pa-
tients, and this fall the contract will be 
up for renewal. 

In last year’s bipartisan investiga-
tion, the Finance Committee found 

shocking failures with the current con-
tractor who oversees the entire system: 
long wait times for patients on trans-
plant lists, viable organs being lost or 
damaged in transit. We saw pictures of 
these organs lying around in airport 
hangars. There has just been a lack of 
accountability when the problems hap-
pen, technology failures, and even pa-
tient deaths. 

The last place anybody wants to hear 
about gross mismanagement and in-
competence is in the business of saving 
lives. It is time for real accountability 
and real change. 

This bill would build on the adminis-
tration’s recently announced plans to 
modernize the program and clarify that 
there is the ability to award multiple 
contracts for these key functions. This 
would create real competition for these 
contracts and ensure the best-in-class 
organizations can be awarded contracts 
to support this critical system. 

The bill, which passed in the other 
body last week, would bring much 
needed change and modernization of 
the organ transplant system by sup-
porting the administration’s efforts 
and codifying, in the black letter law, 
modernization efforts where we aren’t 
going to turn back the clock. We are 
not going to go back. We are going to 
go forward. 

I would like to thank a number of 
Members on both sides of the aisle who 
have been on the frontlines in this 
fight, particularly Senator GRASSLEY, 
Senator CARDIN, and Senator YOUNG, 
who always worked in a bipartisan 
way. Senator GRASSLEY, in particular, 
has been a longtime leader on this 
issue, an outspoken advocate for fixing 
a broken organ transplant system. I be-
lieve he had a challenging schedule, as 
many Senators did tonight, but I want-
ed to thank Senator GRASSLEY. And I 
want to also thank my friend from 
Vermont, Senator SANDERS, and his 
very talented staff for their commit-
ment to help us get to this point, and 
we are going to continue to work in the 
future. 

Let’s be clear about what is on offer. 
Every Member of Congress wants 
Americans to have the best-in-class 
organ transplant system. Our legisla-
tion is written from top to bottom to 
ensure competition for technical func-
tions like those that will help this pro-
gram perform to the highest possible 
level. 

I said we were going to pull out all 
the stops to get this passed because the 
patients deserve it. This is the final 
stop after all of these years of foot- 
dragging and excuses. And tonight, this 
is the final stop. Let’s send the Secur-
ing the U.S. Organ Procurement Trans-
plantation Network Act to the Presi-
dent’s desk today. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, the 
Securing the U.S. Organ Procurement 
and Transplantation Network Act is an 
opportunity for Congress to make his-
tory, an opportunity to change the 
lives of the more than 100,000 Ameri-
cans waiting for an organ transplant. 

Organ donation has always been a bi-
partisan issue. In 1984, Congress passed 
the National Organ Transplant Act. 
That bill was cosponsored by Senator 
Al Gore and Senator Orrin Hatch. I 
would like to thank the bipartisan 
group of Senate colleagues who cospon-
sored our bill. I would like to give spe-
cial thanks to Senator CASSIDY, who 
championed the bill in the HELP Com-
mittee. I would also like to recognize 
Senators WYDEN, CARDIN, and YOUNG, 
who have worked with me for years to 
shine a light on the deadly failures of 
the Nation’s organ donation system. 

Thank you all for your leadership. 
Our bipartisan work will continue. The 
organ donation system has failed pa-
tients and generous donor families 
from all walks of life. After years of bi-
partisan work in the House and Senate, 
we have finally passed this bill. Suc-
cess with this bill means patients are 
the winners. 

For almost two decades, Congress, 
government watchdogs, and the media 
have questioned the United Network 
for Organ Sharing’s ability to carry 
out its responsibilities. I have written 
about these issues since 2005. Since 
then, 200,000 Americans have died on 
the organ waiting list. 

Those aren’t numbers; those are 
lives. To put it in perspective, that is 
the population of Des Moines, IA. 
There is a reason I call the United Net-
work for Organ Sharing the fox guard-
ing the hen house. 

In August of 2022, the Senate Finance 
Committee issued a bipartisan report 
that detailed vast disparities in how 
Organ Procurement Organizations 
serve their communities. Based on the 
findings, the organ network has worse 
outcomes for people of color and rural 
residents. This bipartisan investiga-
tion, which started when I was chair-
man of the Senate Finance Committee, 
uncovered fraud, waste, abuse, crimi-
nality, deadly patient safety issues, 
failure to recover organs, and retalia-
tion against whistleblowers. The Sen-
ate Finance Committee’s bipartisan re-
port was clear: ‘‘From the top down, 
the U.S. transplant network is not 
working, putting Americans’ lives at 
risk.’’ 

We must break up the monopoly that 
has held the U.S organ donation sys-
tem hostage since 1986. Patients de-
serve the best possible care; it is the 
difference between life and death. Our 
bipartisan bill will help ensure they get 
the best care. 

Earlier this week, our colleagues in 
the House passed this same legislation 
to break up the organ monopoly and 
serve patients instead of special inter-
ests. Today, by passing this bill, we 
have accomplished a major milestone 
in saving lives and taking care of those 
who need it most. 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 2544, which was received 
at the House and is at the desk; fur-
ther, that the bill be considered read a 
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third time and passed and the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table with no intervening 
action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SANDERS. Reserving the right 
to object 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. SANDERS. Let me begin by 
thanking Chairman WYDEN for his lead-
ership on the need to fundamentally re-
form our Nation’s organ transplant 
program. I share his concerns. A 2020 
bipartisan Finance Committee inves-
tigation that Chairman WYDEN co-led 
with respect to the current system 
found ‘‘lapses in patient safety, misuse 
of taxpayer dollars, and tens of thou-
sands of organs going unrecovered or 
not transplanted . . . resulting in 
fraud, waste, and abuse of our Nation’s 
Medicare program and American tax-
payer dollars.’’ 

That is unacceptable and that has 
got to change. The legislation Senator 
WYDEN would like to pass in the Senate 
today by unanimous consent, while not 
perfect, includes important reforms to 
the current system that I support. 
Once it is signed into law, there may 
need to be some technical changes to it 
that I look forward to working with 
Chairman WYDEN and my other col-
leagues on. 

All of us believe that the administra-
tion should have the flexibility it needs 
to fix the current system. We also be-
lieve that corporations should not be 
able to make an outrageous profit from 
the organ network. 

As my good friend from Oregon 
knows, this bill is within the jurisdic-
tion of the HELP Committee, a com-
mittee that I chair. 

Before I withdraw my objections to 
the organ transplant bill, I want to 
raise an issue of enormous importance 
to the American people, and that is the 
need to address the very serious pri-
mary care crisis in America and the 
massive shortage of doctors, nurses, 
mental health professionals, and den-
tists in America. 

As my colleague from Oregon knows 
very well, tens of millions of Ameri-
cans are unable to access the primary 
medical care, dental care, and mental 
health care that they desperately need. 

As everyone in America understands, 
we don’t have enough doctors, nurses, 
psychologists, psychiatrists, dentists, 
and home healthcare workers in our 
country. 

As the Senator from Oregon knows 
very well, on September 30, mandatory 
funding for Community Health Cen-
ters, the National Health Service 
Corps, and Teaching Health Centers 
will expire unless Congress acts, and 
Congress must act. 

The HELP Committee is working on 
bipartisan legislation, not only to re-
authorize these critical programs, but 
to significantly expand them. We need 
a major expansion of Community 
Health Centers in America to make 

sure that tens of millions of under-
served Americans not only receive the 
primary care they need, but are also 
able to receive the high-quality mental 
health care and dental care they need 
as well. 

We need a major expansion of the Na-
tional Health Service Corps Program, 
the program that provides scholarships 
and debt forgiveness for doctors, 
nurses, dentists, and mental health 
providers who are prepared to work in 
our Nation’s most underserved areas. 

We need a major expansion of the 
Teaching Health Center Program, the 
Nurse Corps, and the Nurse Faculty 
Loan Program, among many other 
things. 

Of particular concern is an issue I 
heard about from every single major 
medical organization in our country, 
and that is that over the next decade, 
our Nation faces a shortage of more 
than 120,000 doctors, including a major 
shortage of primary care doctors. I 
don’t know how we can grow the num-
ber of doctors in America without ex-
panding the Medicare Graduate Med-
ical Education—GME—Program, a pro-
gram that is within the jurisdiction of 
the Finance Committee. 

Let’s be clear. The problem is not so 
much about the number of doctors 
graduating from medical school. No, 
the problem—the bottleneck—is that 
some 6,800 applicants for a residency 
position don’t match into a program 
due to a shortage of spots. As my col-
league from Oregon knows, if a doctor 
graduates from medical school but can-
not get a residency slot, that person 
cannot practice medicine in the United 
States. 

In my view, it is critically important 
that we expand the GME Program. 
There is bipartisan legislation that 
does this: S. 1302. The Resident Physi-
cian Shortage Reduction Act of 2023, 
led by Senators MENENDEZ, BOOZMAN, 
SCHUMER, and COLLINS, would raise the 
number of GME positions by 14,000 over 
the next 7 years. Consistent with legis-
lation that passed the House last Con-
gress, I believe that a significant per-
centage of these additional slots should 
be dedicated to primary care and men-
tal health care. 

As you know, the Medicare GME Pro-
gram is within the jurisdiction of the 
Finance Committee, and the other pro-
grams I mentioned are within the juris-
diction of the HELP Committee. 

I ask my good friend and colleague 
from Oregon, will you commit today 
that as chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee, you will do everything within 
your ability to pass bipartisan legisla-
tion in the Senate that includes a 
major expansion of the Medicare Grad-
uate Medical Education Program? 

Mr. WYDEN. I thank my colleague 
for all his leadership, and I am cer-
tainly planning to speak on the very 
strong merits of what you described. 
And if you would like to continue, we 
will go through that shortly. 

Would the gentleman like to yield to 
me? 

Mr. SANDERS. Sure. 
Mr. WYDEN. I thank my colleague 

for being our leader here in the Con-
gress and, frankly, for this Nation be-
cause he has consistently made the 
point that given the demographics of 
where we are going to have so many 
more older people, where we have so 
many young people at risk, we des-
perately need Chairman SANDERS to do 
what he is talking about, which is to 
address this massive shortage of 
healthcare workers in America. 

Addressing healthcare workforce 
shortages means we are going to have 
to have fresh, big league ideas to get 
these workers all across our country, 
and it is vitally important that we ad-
dress several of the biggest ideas Chair-
man SANDERS and I are talking about. 

For example, expanding funding for 
the Medicare Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Program—what is called GME— 
would grow the number of doctors, es-
pecially primary care physicians and 
psychiatrists. 

This evening, Chairman SANDERS, I 
want to make it clear that our two 
committees—yours doing important 
work, what is known as HELP, and 
ours on the Finance Committee—we 
are committed to bipartisan legislation 
that is going to increase investments 
in the Medicare Graduate Medical Edu-
cation Program. We are also going to 
focus on incentivizing healthcare pro-
viders to partner with schools to train 
and develop healthcare professionals 
from medical assistants to advanced 
practice nurses. 

We are also going to have to address 
expanding the number of behavioral 
health providers because we know we 
have an enormous mental health pro-
gram challenge in America. We have to 
increase access to maternal health pro-
grams in rural areas and invest in the 
direct care workforce to ensure the 
health and safety of older Americans 
and those with disabilities. 

What Senator SANDERS is talking 
about is an all-hands-on-deck approach 
with our two committees, the two lead 
committees in the healthcare area 
working together to increase the num-
ber of workers. 

Tonight, Chairman SANDERS, as chair 
of the Finance Committee, I want to 
make clear that I intend to work very 
closely with you on these issues. We 
are going to be partners in the effort in 
the Finance and HELP Committees to 
bring forward legislation in the fall to 
address the healthcare workforce crisis 
in America. And I want to hear the rest 
of your remarks and hope then we can 
have a lifting of the objection and pass 
the bill. 

Mr. SANDERS. My remarks will be 
brief. 

I just want to thank the chairman, 
Senator WYDEN, of the Finance Com-
mittee, for his commitment and for his 
leadership on these issues. I look for-
ward to working with him to expand 
access to primary care in America and 
address the major shortage of 
healthcare workers in America. 
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Mr. President, with that commit-

ment, I will not object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
The bill (H.R. 2544) was ordered to a 

third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JULIE A. SU 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise to 
share with my colleagues and with our 
country my enthusiastic support for 
Julie Su, my gratitude for her ongoing 
work as Acting Secretary of Labor, and 
my support for President Biden’s nomi-
nation of Julie Su to lead the Depart-
ment of Labor. 

Throughout her career, Julie has 
worked tirelessly to level the playing 
field for American workers as an advo-
cate for trafficked garment workers, 
running our Nation’s largest State- 
level labor department. 

Two years ago, this Senate confirmed 
her to serve as Deputy Secretary of 
Labor. And as Deputy to Secretary 
Marty Walsh, Julie helped lead a resur-
gence in workforce training: expanding 
apprenticeships in in-demand indus-
tries like trucking, teaching, and cyber 
security; building pathways to jobs and 
advanced manufacturing and clean en-
ergy technology and semiconductors; 
ensuring that our country has the 
workforce we need to meet the needs of 
our economy and ensuring that those 
jobs are good jobs. 

Julie has now led the Department for 
5 months and has continued her focus 
on creating good jobs, empowering 
workers, and enforcing our labor laws. 

Last month, she worked tirelessly to 
help avert a strike at our west coast 
ports, bringing labor and management 
together to reach an agreement that 
kept our ports up and running and our 
economy moving forward. 

This is the kind of leadership that we 
need on labor issues, in the Depart-
ment of Labor and across our country. 
Someone who will persevere through 
difficult, tense negotiations. Someone 
who will work through challenging 
issues and drive outcomes that are 
good for workers, businesses, and our 
country. 

Julie has done this hard work even 
while facing unwarranted attacks on 
her record—a coordinated campaign of 
misrepresentation about a dedicated 
public servant. I am confident that her 
toughness and drive to serve will allow 
her to endure this opposition and con-
tinue to do right by the American peo-
ple and American workers. 

In her time as Deputy Secretary, and 
now as Acting Secretary, Julie Su has 
proven to this Senator and to the Sen-
ate as a whole that it was wise for 
President Biden to nominate her and 
for the Senate to confirm her 2 years 
ago. 

I urge my Senate colleagues to once 
again support Julie Su and empower 
her to lead the Department with the 

experience, expertise, and deeply held 
values she brings to the job. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JACK A. 
MARKELL 

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I rise this 
evening to speak about 17 nominees 
who will be confirmed in the wrap-up of 
this evening’s session—17 nominees to 
serve as Ambassadors for the United 
States around the world or to represent 
us in international organizations. 

I am grateful that we have been able 
to reach an agreement with those Sen-
ators who have been blocking their 
confirmation. I, frankly, wish we had 
been able to clear even further. There 
are 38 ambassadorial or senior position 
nominees waiting for action on this 
floor, and it is my hope that when we 
return in September, we will clear the 
remaining ones. 

But this evening, I wanted to speak 
about one nominee in particular, the 
Honorable Jack Markell, who has been 
nominated and will this evening be 
confirmed to serve as U.S. Ambassador 
to Italy and San Marino. 

I have known Jack and his wife Carla 
for more than three decades. As Jack 
liked to say when he was Governor, 
Delaware is a ‘‘State of neighbors,’’ 
and no one better epitomizes that 
friendly attitude, that commitment to 
one another’s well-being more than our 
former Governor Jack Markell. 

As treasurer, as Governor, as a busi-
nessman, now as Ambassador to the 
OECD—the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development—Jack is 
used to working cooperatively with 
others to get things done and to do 
things the right way. 

As Governor, he steered our State 
through an incredibly difficult and de-
manding fiscal crisis, getting us back 
on track. Along the way, he expanded 
opportunities for people with intellec-
tual disabilities. He created a national 
model for workplace experience and 
college credit opportunities, and he 
launched a much lauded kindergarten 
language immersion program. 

As the White House Coordinator for 
Operation Allies worldwide, he facili-
tated the vetting and resettlement of 
Afghans who served alongside us dur-
ing 20 years of conflict; and now as am-
bassador to the OECD, he has worked 
with our partner nations to emphasize 
energy security, sustainable develop-
ment goals, and to support Ukraine 
against a brutal Russian invasion. 

Italy is, obviously, a key NATO ally. 
And Italy is facing some of its biggest 
challenges in decades and has come out 
the stronger for it. Italy is a com-
mitted partner in NATO to the United 
States and to Ukraine as a nation 
fighting on the front lines of freedom. 

Earlier today, I had the honor of 
joining our leader Senator SCHUMER 
and the Republican Leader Senator 
MCCONNELL in a meeting with Prime 
Minister Meloni of Italy during her 
visit to the United States, on a day 
when she met with our President, Joe 

Biden, to talk about how we can fur-
ther deepen and strengthen the trans-
atlantic alliance. 

And I was grateful to hear the strong 
bipartisan support of this Chamber’s 
two leaders for the continued effort to 
arm, to equip, to support Ukraine in its 
important fight against Russian ag-
gression. 

I am also thrilled that in just a few 
moments, this Chamber will confirm 
the nomination of Jack Markell to 
serve as our ambassador to Italy and 
San Marino. This position has been va-
cant for more than 2 years, and we can-
not ignore such a vital post any longer. 
In these uncertain times, the United 
States has found greater strength in al-
lies and partner nations, and Jack is 
the consummate bridge-builder who 
understands how important alliances 
are. 

He will bring a little bit of the ‘‘Dela-
ware Way’’ of working across the aisle, 
of finding commonsense solutions, and 
of solving real problems to his new post 
in Rome. So to a dedicated and capable 
public servant with experience to 
match, to a friend of decades, con-
gratulations to Governor Markell, Am-
bassador Markell, as you embark on 
this next chapter in service to our Na-
tion. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
f 

MILITARY PROMOTIONS 

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, as we wrap 
up our work in the National Defense 
Authorization Act, we need to address 
an issue, an issue that has been the 
focus of a lot of controversy. It has 
been the focus of a lot of heated words. 
Now, I understand heated words happen 
around here. It occurs; people feel pas-
sionate about things. But when heated 
words become untrue words, defama-
tory words, fighting words, sometimes 
the record needs to be corrected. This 
is one of those times. 

Moments ago, the President of the 
United States—who, to put it mildly, 
has not had a good week—made some 
comments that I regard as not only in-
sensitive, inflammatory, but also 
downright misleading and unfair. He 
has made them about and directed 
them toward a Member of this body, 
our friend and colleague, the Senator 
from Alabama, Senator TUBERVILLE. 

These attacks against Senator 
TUBERVILLE have been relentless. Re-
lentless all because he has chosen to 
take a stand, a stand against what he 
properly, legitimately, understandably 
perceives as a violation of the spirit— 
if not also the letter—of the law. The 
law in question is codified in 10 U.S.C. 
section 1093. 

And 10 U.S.C. 1093, in a nutshell, says 
that the U.S. Department of Defense 
may not spend Department of Defense 
funds to perform an abortion, and it 
may not use a Department of Defense 
property, facility, to perform an abor-
tion. 
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This has been in place for a long 

time. It has been in place for decades. 
This, you see, represents something of 
an island oasis in the debate of abor-
tion, this idea about government fund-
ing. It is one of the last bastions of our 
overwhelming bipartisan agreement 
when it comes to abortion in America, 
which is to say, regardless of how peo-
ple feel about abortion in general— 
whether they support it, whether they 
are against it, in what circumstances 
they might recognize it as something 
that can appropriately be legal or not— 
what unites them and unites them 
overwhelmingly along bipartisan lines 
is this: That, in part, because of the 
widespread disagreement among the 
American people about abortion, Fed-
eral funds shouldn’t be performing 
abortions. They shouldn’t be used to 
promote or conduct or perform abor-
tions. 

It is a very simple matter. This can 
and does unite Americans across party 
lines—and overwhelmingly so. And so 
it was with good reason in another Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act—we 
just finished up the National Defense 
Authorization Act for 2024, at least the 
initial Senate version of it. But it was 
in another National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act a few decades ago that, I un-
derstand, 10 U.S.C. 1093 came to be law, 
because the American people agreed 
then, as they agree now, that regard-
less of how people feel about abortion, 
we ought not to be using Federal funds, 
particularly in the military but also 
otherwise, to perform abortions. 

Well, late last year, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense started considering a 
measure to get around 10 U.S.C. 1093 for 
a method that was at once really cre-
ative and too cute by half. 

When I say ‘‘too cute by half’’ not as 
a compliment, I, indeed, mean it as a 
criticism, because it cleverly attempts 
to step around the stated purpose, in-
tent, spirit of 10 U.S.C. 1093. And one 
could not argue that you avoid the 
technical grip of its talents if you do 
what the Department of Defense start-
ed considering doing last year. 

They started thinking about saying, 
OK, well, let’s say that we will give 3 
weeks of paid leave time and reimburse 
travel expenses to any military woman 
who wants to get an abortion and needs 
to travel interstate to do it. We will 
pay for their interstate travel, for their 
lodgings, their meals, and 3 weeks of 
paid leave. 

It is understandable why this would 
cause some consternation, because the 
only purpose of this could be to flout, 
to circumvent the stated purpose and 
effect of 10 U.S.C. section 1093. Tech-
nically speaking, one could argue, 
yeah, this is not performing abortions, 
so you can get away with it. Some-
times in the military, it is not just 
about getting away with it; sometimes 
in the military there ought to be some 
concern for whether the American peo-
ple have a voice in this, and the fact 
that their elected representatives have 
tried to take things like this off the 
table, and not let them do that. 

So Senator TUBERVILLE saw this 
coming. He also understood—as I think 
anyone rationally looking at it has the 
ability to understand—that the distinc-
tion between this and providing fund-
ing for the performance of an abortion 
is really difficult to differentiate. If 
you add up the value, the economic 
value, of the 3 weeks of paid leave and 
add to that interstate travel—in many 
cases, it is going to be interstate air 
travel—and lodgings, meals, per diem 
for that period of time, at the end of 
the day, performance of the abortion is 
going to be dwarfed by that policy. It is 
almost the afterthought. It is the least 
expensive part of all of that. And so, 
yeah, can you say that you have evaded 
the letter of the law? Yeah, I think you 
can make that argument, but it is too 
cute by half, and they are trying delib-
erately to flout this law while claiming 
that they are respecting it. 

So what did Senator TUBERVILLE do? 
Well, Senator TUBERVILLE serves on 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
And in that capacity, he has oversight 
authority, oversight responsibilities 
over the Department of Defense. So he 
did what he felt was appropriate and 
what I think was appropriate, and he 
decided to sit down with the Secretary 
of Defense and just talk it out with 
him, rather than relying on the rumor 
mill to either confirm or dispel what 
might be happening. He articulated his 
concerns. 

He said: Look, if you were to do this, 
it is just a poke in the eye. You are 
doing it because you can get away with 
it for the time being. So don’t do it. 
And if you still do it, there will be con-
sequences. And then he spelled out 
what those consequences would be. 

You see, in the Senate, when we con-
firm people, particularly when we con-
firm people who are up for consider-
ation for a military promotion, there is 
a custom and practice that we don’t re-
quire the full procedures to be fol-
lowed—the full procedures, which takes 
some time. 

And so Senators, typically, agree to 
expedite that process so that these 
military promotions can be considered 
as a group, en bloc, and on a really 
fast-tracked basis. It is, nonetheless, a 
senatorial courtesy; it is something 
that we choose to do. It is our choice, 
and it is the choice of each Senator in-
dividually. Any one Senator can decide 
for him or herself when, whether, to 
what extent to allow that person and 
where to withhold it. 

And so what Senator TUBERVILLE 
told Secretary Lloyd Austin, the Sec-
retary of Defense, was simple: If you do 
this, I will not any longer be able to 
justify giving expedited treatment to 
military promotions for flag officers— 
you know, admirals and generals. I 
won’t do that, so don’t do it, because 
you will be flouting the law. You will 
be flouting the law in a way that may 
take a significant amount of time, 
whether through litigation—if it fol-
lows that course—or through legisla-
tion. Probably be able to run out the 

clock through the end of this adminis-
tration. 

Senator TUBERVILLE felt that would 
be an unfortunate result and wanted to 
give Secretary Austin the chance to 
avoid it. So he said: Don’t do it; but if 
you do do it, it is going to take you a 
whole lot longer to confirm your admi-
rals and your generals. 

Well, what happened? A month or 
two later, lo and behold, the Depart-
ment of Defense releases that policy: 3 
weeks of paid leave and compensated, 
reimbursed travel expenses, and per 
diem, for the purpose of getting an 
abortion. Sure, they try to dress it up 
in other language. This is about abor-
tion. This is about Dobbs because the 
administration doesn’t like the Dobbs 
decision. It is mad that the Supreme 
Court of the United States stood up for 
the plain text of the Constitution. 

The plain text of the Constitution 
does not make abortion itself categori-
cally a Federal issue and certainly 
doesn’t prohibit to the States the au-
thority to protect unborn human life. 
It doesn’t take that away, and because 
it doesn’t take that away, it is not an 
issue that nine lawyers wearing robes 
can just decide, just graft it on to the 
Constitution. 

So the Dobbs Court reached that con-
clusion. Whether you agree with the 
Dobbs Court or not—I do. It was right. 
But whether you agree with me on that 
or not, it is the Supreme Court’s rul-
ing. 

This is a temper tantrum. It is a tem-
per tantrum by the Department of De-
fense and by the Biden administration. 
They are still mad that they lost the 
Dobbs ruling. That is what this is. 

So they proceeded with it, and Coach 
TUBERVILLE said: I told you what I 
would do, and I am going to stand up 
for what I told you I would do. This 
isn’t right. You are encouraging, you 
are facilitating abortions, and it sends 
the wrong message altogether. This is 
not something that we are comfortable 
with the Department of Defense doing. 
We made that clear in law decades ago. 
And you are doing this for the sole pur-
pose of flouting—of circumventing. So 
don’t do it. 

Now, it is clear as a bell: This doesn’t 
stop anyone from getting confirmed. 
There is not one person whom we stop 
from getting confirmed simply because 
any one Senator decides that he or she 
isn’t going to continue to expedite the 
process. Every one of these people 
could be confirmed. Essentially, every 
one of them could be confirmed in not 
a whole lot of time. It would be some 
time-consuming processes they would 
have to go through, but it is not over-
whelming. 

In the meantime, all this pressure is 
mounting. The message from the White 
House and from the Pentagon has been 
to put the blame entirely at Senator 
TUBERVILLE’s feet and to say that all 
kinds of horrible things are going to 
happen—dogs and cats living together 
in the streets; Book of Revelations 
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stuff, apocalyptic stuff is going to hap-
pen—and it is all Senator TOMMY 
TUBERVILLE’s fault. This is nonsense. 

For those who have made that argu-
ment within this body, it is 
uncollegial. For the President of the 
United States to jump on this band-
wagon and do the same thing—the 
President of the United States, a long-
time Member of this body who never 
served with Senator TUBERVILLE, but if 
he had, he would have known him and 
he would have liked him. They would 
have been friends. Senator Biden, I 
have no doubt, would have respected as 
a matter of senatorial courtesy what 
Senator TUBERVILLE is doing because 
we respect each other’s procedural 
rights, especially when standing on a 
sincerely held conviction. But that is 
not what President Biden is doing. 

He gave a speech just a little while 
ago. He begins with the words ‘‘Some-
thing dangerous is happening.’’ 

A few sentences later, he says: 
The Republican Party used to . . . support 

the military, but today they’re undermining 
the military. The senior senator from Ala-
bama, who claims to support our troops, is 
now blocking more than 300 military oper-
ations with his extreme political agenda. 

Let’s talk for a moment about what 
is extreme. It is extreme to take U.S. 
taxpayer dollars and use them to facili-
tate, promote, and encourage abortion. 
That is extreme. It is also extreme for 
this administration to refuse even to 
consider the possibility that maybe 
they overstepped. 

Now, there is dispute among people 
in the military as to whether or to 
what extent any delay in the pro-
motion of these members is a matter of 
national security. I understand there 
are disagreements on that. There are 
also no fewer than 5,000 veterans who 
have signed on to support Senator 
TUBERVILLE’s Pentagon hold—5,000— 
who say that Senator TUBERVILLE’s de-
cision to place these holds is absolutely 
right and that he is not to blame and 
that there are no circumstances in 
which Senator TUBERVILLE should be 
blamed for any impact on military 
readiness. 

Now, let’s step back for a minute, 
and let’s just assume. Let’s assume for 
purposes of argument here that we are 
living in a world in which there are le-
gitimate national security ramifica-
tions flowing from the nonconfirma-
tion of any or all of the roughly 300 
promotions we are talking about. Let’s 
assume that into existence. 

If that is the case, to whatever ex-
tent that is true, what is true for the 
goose is also true for the gander. It is 
not something that you could put sole-
ly on Senator TUBERVILLE, especially 
given the fact that we could promote 
and confirm the promotions of every 
single one of these people right now 
within the next 5 minutes. We could do 
it if only this administration would 
stop trying to advance its radical, pro- 
abortion agenda through every juris-
diction, every Department, every Agen-
cy. This is an all-of-government thing. 

They don’t care; they are going to pro-
mote abortion in whatever way pos-
sible. All they would have to do is say: 
You know, let’s set that aside. In the 
interest of national security, let’s do 
that. 

It is not as if members of the mili-
tary choosing to get an abortion are 
prohibited from doing so. It is not as 
though members of the military choos-
ing to seek an abortion are denied 
leave or denied the ability to do this. 

So what exactly are we fighting for, 
and to whatever degree this is impair-
ing and impacting national security, 
who exactly is doing this? The Presi-
dent of the United States and Sec-
retary Austin both independently have 
at their disposal the ability to end this 
now. 

So a national security threat? Not a 
national security threat? To the extent 
it is, it is on you, President Biden, and 
you certainly can’t put this entirely at 
Senator TUBERVILLE’s feet. This is your 
doing. You have chosen this route. He 
warned you that Federal law itself cau-
tioned against it, and you did it any-
way. 

It goes on a few sentences later: 
This partisan freeze is already harming 

military readiness, security and leadership, 
and troop morale. 

He goes on: 
Freezing pay, freezing people in place. 

Military families who have already sac-
rificed so much unsure of where or when 
they change stations, unable to get housing 
or start their kids in the new school [because 
they are not there yet]. 

Here again, I get it. It would be great 
to get those people confirmed. It really 
would. I would like to see them con-
firmed. So even though this wasn’t my 
decision—I wasn’t in his shoes. I wasn’t 
the one who chose this particular op-
tion. But he is my friend, he is my col-
league, and he is a U.S. Senator who 
holds an election certificate just like 
the rest of us and just like President 
Biden did for the many decades he 
served in this body. He has every right 
to decide when and when not to extend 
the courtesy of expediting these con-
firmations. He went about it in a gen-
tlemanly, courteous way, giving ad-
vance notice. He rested his theory on a 
law that has been in place for decades 
that is being flouted. 

The President of the United States 
has the audacity to lay at his feet any 
suffering, any misfortune, any unhap-
piness among these families, any mili-
tary readiness that may flow from it, 
when he himself knows darn well that 
in order to score cheap political points 
with the abortion lobby, he is willing 
to bring these things on. And then he 
has the audacity to blame this on one 
Senator from Alabama. 

Shame on you, President Biden. 
Shame on you. 

He goes on: 
Military spouses are forced to take critical 

career decisions, not knowing where or if 
they can apply for a new job. . . . a growing 
cascade of damage and disruption all because 
one senator from Alabama and 48 Repub-

licans refused to stand up to him to lift the 
blockade over a Pentagon policy offering 
servicemen and women and their families ac-
cess to reproductive health care rights they 
deserve if they’re stationed in states that 
deny it. 

He can dress that up all he wants. It 
is still on him. He can call this 
healthcare all he wants, but he is talk-
ing about a procedure that has one pur-
pose, and that is to culminate in the 
cessation of unborn human life. 

I find that difficult to take—difficult 
to take especially in the face of 10 
U.S.C. 1093, which on its face makes 
clear that the American people don’t 
want and have outlawed the use of 
military funds and facilities to perform 
abortions. Why should we be willing to 
tolerate something that indirectly, in a 
way that is way too cute by at least 
half, openly flouts the intended pur-
pose and spirit of that law? 

He continues: 
I think it’s outrageous. But don’t just take 

it from me. Hundreds of military spouses pe-
titioned to end the extreme blockade. 

One spouse, referring to the Senator 
from Alabama, said: 

This isn’t a football game. This nonsense 
must stop right now. Enough. 

You know, the military spouse 
quoted is right. This isn’t a football 
game. It is much more serious than 
that—in fact, far more serious. This is 
about the law. This is about maintain-
ing military readiness. This is about 
making sure that our laws aren’t open-
ly flouted by those charged with man-
aging and directing the affairs of what 
is our largest Department and one of 
the central, key parts of the Federal 
Government, one of its main reasons 
for existing. It is not a football game, 
and this business of openly flouting the 
law and the business of law in which we 
work is also not a game. 

You see, the fact is, Secretary Austin 
made a grave miscalculation when he 
decided he was going to make policy 
and make policy utterly at odds with 
the policy embodied in enacted law. 
You see, you can’t legislate from the E- 
ring of the Pentagon. It can’t be done. 

My copy of the Constitution, the 
very first operative provision of that 
document, article I, section 1, says: 

All legislative Powers herein granted shall 
be vested in a Congress of the United States, 
which shall consist of a Senate and a House 
of Representatives. 

Article I, section 7, puts additional 
meat on the bones and makes abun-
dantly clear what is teed up in article 
I, section 1, clause 1. It says that in 
order to make a law within the Federal 
Government, it has to be through Con-
gress. In order to make a law, you have 
to pass it through the House and pass 
it through the Senate. Once you pass 
the same text through both Houses of 
Congress, it has to be presented to the 
President for signature, veto, or acqui-
escence. 

Maybe he didn’t get the memo on ar-
ticle I. Maybe he needs to be reminded 
of the fact that he doesn’t get to make 
law. It is not within his prerogative. 
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He openly, brazenly and I believe 

very, very deliberately sought to un-
dermine the stated purpose, intent, ef-
fect, and spirit of 10 U.S.C. 1093. He 
chose to do that. 

What is sad in this day and age, when 
the government is as big as ours, a gov-
ernment that unwisely gives as much 
deference as it does to the executive 
branch—not just to the President him-
self but those who serve him in various 
capacities in executive branch Agen-
cies and Departments. In this day and 
age, it is almost analogous to the ex-
pression that ‘‘possession is nine- 
tenths of the law.’’ As long as he re-
mains in charge of the Department of 
Defense, he can say up is down and is 
surrounded by people who literally sa-
lute him every day and people who fol-
low those orders. Unless or until Con-
gress does something about it, he may 
get away with openly flouting the law. 

(Ms. CANTWELL assumed the Chair.) 
That doesn’t mean that nobody in the 
Senate can have anything to say about 
it, and it certainly does not entitle the 
Secretary of Defense or the President 
of the United States to have every 
Member of the U.S. Senate agree to 
continue to reward them with contin-
ued deference and a grant of expedited 
consideration of all military pro-
motions, whether flag officers or other-
wise. This is not something they are 
entitled to. It is something that Sen-
ators freely choose to give or to with-
hold. Here, he has chosen to withhold 
it. 

The beginning of the end of his 
speech says: 

I urge Senate Republicans to do what they 
know is right. 

On that point, I agree, and we will. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont. 
f 

VERMONT FLOODING 

Mr. WELCH. Madam President, I 
would like to address the Senate and 
describe the situation in Vermont. 

On July 10, we had a catastrophic 
flood that affected parts of the entire 
State. What I would like to speak 
about today are a couple of things: one, 
where Vermont stands in the recovery 
and, two, to describe specifically dam-
ages to our agriculture community and 
our farming community. 

Before I do start, I want to express 
my gratitude to the Biden administra-
tion, to the FEMA folks who visited, to 
the Secretary of Transportation, who 
visited, and to the staff at FEMA, who 
have been working tirelessly to help 
Vermonters go through the very dif-
ficult process. 

There are folks who have lost their 
homes or suffered significant damage 
to their homes, folks who have lost 
their businesses. We saw, when I was 
here originally, a photograph of Mont-
pelier, where the entire downtown dis-
trict was flooded, and the individuals 
in the farming community who have 
seen all of their work and all of their 
crops destroyed. 

Senator SANDERS and Congress-
woman BALINT and I are working as 
closely as we possibly can with Gov-
ernor Scott, whose administration is 
totally dedicated to trying to help 
Vermonters recover. What did happen 
in Vermont affected homes, it affected 
infrastructure, it affected businesses, 
but it also affected the farming com-
munities. 

Earlier this week, Governor Scott 
and I visited the farm of Paul Mazza in 
Essex Junction. Paul has been farming 
for about 40 years, since he was 11 
years old. The farmland that we see 
here along the river—as you can see, it 
has risen up so that it covers much of 
the acreage. The acreage included rasp-
berries, blueberries, blackberries— 
crops for which neighbors and 
Vermonters from all around look for-
ward to coming to the Mazza farm and 
self-harvesting. 

As Paul Mazza said to Governor 
Scott and to me, ‘‘The people of Essex 
and the people of Vermont need my 
farm, and my farm needs the people of 
Vermont.’’ 

A custom in Vermont was for folks, 
with their families, to go to the Mazza 
farm and do their own picking. 

He has about 40 acres that are dedi-
cated to those extraordinary crops, and 
they have been destroyed. We walked 
that farm and saw the devastation. 
When the flooded waters rose up above 
the crops and then receded, it left a 
residue which destroyed them. He also 
has almost 300 acres of corn, feed corn, 
and about 250 acres of that were de-
stroyed as well. 

What we understand is that about 
100,000 acres of forest and cropland 
have been affected by the flood. About 
10,000 of those acres are in direct agri-
cultural activity. 

As for the vegetable crops from our 
small farmers, whose work is only paid 
for at the end of the season when they 
harvest and sell those crops, those 
crops are destroyed. So, with many of 
our smaller vegetable farmers, who are 
so important to community life and so 
important to getting good, nutritious 
food, those crops have been destroyed. 

The question is whether those farm-
ers are going to be able to get back in 
business, and we are going to need to 
be able to help them if that is going to 
happen. 

I have a couple of things I would like 
to say. One is to Vermonters and to 
Vermont farmers: Report. Report. Re-
port. 

In order for us here in Washington to 
be able to make the case for the aid 
that we need and you need, we have to 
document what the damages are. Some 
folks in Vermont are hesitant to make 
that report, thinking they might affect 
their neighbor’s ability to get aid. That 
is not the case. We need to document 
how much loss has been suffered by 
every Vermonter. 

So, please, especially our farmers but 
our homeowners and our businesses, re-
port. Call 211, and let us know what the 
damage is where you live. It could be 

anything from driveway damage to 
Paul Mazza’s crop damage of a couple 
hundred acres. 

Second, Senator SANDERS and I will 
be asking at some point, when we know 
what that damage is, for the assistance 
of our colleagues to help out 
Vermonters who have been the victims 
of this natural disaster, this cata-
strophic flood, that occurred 17 days 
ago. 

Before I finish, I want to express the 
inspiring response that Vermonters 
have had. 

You know, we are 17 days into this, 
and immediately after the flood, there 
was an outpouring of support from vol-
unteers—other Vermonters—to come 
to help businesses that were flooded, to 
help homeowners who were flooded, 
and even to help our farmers. 

People are going back to their lives, 
but Vermonters still want to help. 
Some of the stories so inspired me, and 
I will give one. 

In Marshfield, there is an owner of a 
general store, Michelle Eddleman 
McCormick. She thought she was run-
ning a country store. Well, on the day 
of the storm, in Marshfield, it was ab-
solutely devastated. She took in three 
dozen people who stayed in her store, 
and she sheltered them. I just can’t be-
lieve the generosity of this person to 
fellow Vermonters in need—taking 
three dozen people in, sleeping on the 
floor, and doing whatever they could to 
get through the night and the next day. 
The damage was enormous. Marshfield, 
where the country store is, lost three 
bridges, and a fourth was severely dam-
aged. 

In the small town of Johnson, a sewer 
main was taken out when the line at-
tached to the bottom of a bridge was 
ripped away by a car that was floating 
down the river. The wastewater treat-
ment facility in Johnson was totally 
destroyed. It suffered 8 feet of water in 
the plant itself. Across Vermont, we 
lost 33 wastewater treatment plants. 

In the small town of Cabot—famous 
for its Cabot/Agri-Mark cheese—every 
single road was damaged, and people 
were stranded within the community 
because you couldn’t get out, and you 
couldn’t get in. 

In Cambridge and Jeffersonville, 
these small towns were completely cut 
off during the flood. A senior low-in-
come housing project was lost to the 
flood. 

So we are now in that stage where 
the initial trauma of that flood on July 
10 is behind us, but there is very hard 
work that is required to try to get that 
business back on its feet or for that 
homeowner to find shelter, for that 
farmer—Paul Mazza and his daughter, 
Katie, and the folks who worked so 
hard on the Mazza farm—they have to 
do the day by day, step-by-step recov-
ery because we want folks to be back in 
their homes; we want folks to be back 
on their farms; and we want folks to be 
back in their businesses. 
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Vermonters are going to do every-

thing they possibly can. The Gov-
ernor’s response and the legislative re-
sponse is important, and there is public 
and private activity that is going on to 
help Vermonters get back on their feet, 
but we in the Federal Government have 
to do our part. 

Vermonters have always, always 
been there to help other parts of our 
country that have suffered natural dis-
asters, which is through no fault of 
anyone’s, but for the folks who are on 
the receiving end—in this case a flood, 
in another case a hurricane, in another 
case a wildfire—we have to help each 
other, and Vermonters have always 
helped others. 

My hope—and I am confident on the 
basis of the very supportive comments 
that my colleagues have made to Sen-
ator SANDERS and to me—is that we 
will get the help that we need for 
Vermonters. I am inspired by how 
Vermonters have helped each other, 
and my hope is that we will help them 
get back, fully recovered as soon as 
possible. 

I yield the floor. 
(Mr. COONS assumed the Chair.) 
(Mr. WELCH assumed the Chair.) 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

COONS). The Senator from Washington. 
f 

FEND OFF FENTANYL ACT 

Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
rise tonight to speak about important 
legislation that was included in the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act to-
night and something that will help us 
fight the scourge of illicit fentanyl in 
the United States of America. 

An urgent public health crisis is grip-
ping our State and many other parts of 
the United States. I want to thank my 
colleagues Senator SCOTT from South 
Carolina and Senator BROWN from Ohio 
for their leadership on the bipartisan 
legislation known as the FEND Act 
that was included in tonight’s legisla-
tion. 

The fentanyl crisis is having a direct 
and dire impact on families in the 
State of Washington and all through-
out the United States. In the past 12 
months, more than 65,000 Americans 
have died by overdosing on synthetic 
opioids like fentanyl. That is why it is 
so important that, tonight, included in 
this legislation is the FEND Act, and 
that is part of a response that we need 
to have to take this national crisis se-
riously. 

This legislation declares the inter-
national trafficking of fentanyl, and its 
precursors needed to make it, a na-
tional emergency. This gives the Presi-
dent and us the focus that we need to 
fight, as it says in the legislation, ‘‘an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States.’’ 

Mr. President, a crisis of this mag-
nitude demands a robust Federal re-
sponse, and that is why this legislation 
provides the President with new tools 
to stop the illicit fentanyl flooding our 

borders and those who are trying to 
transport it into our country. 

First, the new tools in this legisla-
tion are sanctions targeting 
transnational criminal organizations 
and foreigners engaged in international 
fentanyl trafficking. The bill specifi-
cally calls out eight known cartels in 
Mexico, which means that Treasury 
can investigate suspicious activities 
involved here and declare sanctions. It 
recognizes that these traffickers, once 
identified, can have sanctions imposed 
and can have forfeiture of their prop-
erty. 

Recognizing that fentanyl production 
is not simply these entities but also di-
verse networks of players, this legisla-
tion helps us go after those. Sanctions 
will enable the U.S. Government to try 
to disrupt the flow of this product: the 
distributors, the brokers, the whole-
salers, the retailers, the sellers of pre-
cursors—anyone who is involved in 
trafficking these deadly pills can now 
be targeted. 

Second, the Senate-passed legislation 
goes after financial institutions that 
participate in fentanyl-related money 
laundering. Once caught, property for-
feited by international fentanyl traf-
fickers can be used by the Department 
of Justice and State and local law en-
forcements to help participate in addi-
tional investigations, and this legisla-
tion also empowers Treasury to use 
special measures to pursue fentanyl-re-
lated and other types of drug laun-
dering activity. For example, a foreign 
financial institution engaged in 
fentanyl-related money laundering, it 
can impose restrictions on those banks 
and U.S. banks doing business with 
those foreign entities. 

So the bottom line is there are new 
tools. Once this legislation makes it to 
the President’s desk and through the 
finish of our colleagues working to-
gether on a final House and Senate 
NDAA package, it will give the U.S. 
Government Agencies more tools to 
disrupt the illicit fentanyl trafficking 
and the supply chains that exist inter-
nationally. 

Severely penalizing those engaged in 
fentanyl trafficking is just one step. 
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, my State, 
Washington, experienced the single 
highest increase among U.S. States in 
reported drug overdoses last year—an 
increase of more than 21 percent. 

Hundreds of traumatized families 
that will never be the same, thousands 
of first responders struggling to cope 
with this daily tragedy that they re-
spond to—the statistics are stunning, 
but they are also just very tragic. 
Sometimes it is hard to even listen to 
the stories, but I have been going 
around my State listening to people af-
fected by this crisis and talking to 
those in my State about the opportuni-
ties to do something—the heart- 
wrenching stories of individuals who 
have been impacted by this: a mother 
whose son went off to college and just 
simply didn’t come home; a beloved 

brother who fought addiction for years 
and who got help to kick heroin, got 
sober, and got his life back but then, 
sadly, succumbed to fentanyl; a woman 
struggling with addiction who realized 
she needed help but then couldn’t find 
a bed available for detox, only to hear, 
time and time again, that such a bed 
did not exist; a young man who took a 
single pill he thought was Percocet 
who died from an illicit counterfeit pill 
laced with fentanyl. 

That is why we need legislation. In 
addition to the FEND Off Fentanyl 
Act, we need to do more with just the 
supply. In the Tri-Cities, a police offi-
cer told me that their local task force 
has already seized over 200,000 fentanyl 
pills this year. Statewide, we have al-
ready surpassed the number of fentanyl 
seizures in all of last year. Law en-
forcement in Washington has already 
seized more than 1.6 million fentanyl 
pills this year compared to a total of 
1.3 million in all of last year. 

So the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy has seized over 379 million deadly 
doses of fentanyl. That was last year. 
That is more than enough supply in the 
United States. We need to do some-
thing now to also aid in the stopping 
and obstruction to make sure that we 
are preventing this from happening in 
the rest of the United States and to 
stop it in my State of Washington. 

I plan to work with TSA and DEA to 
make sure that we strengthen the laws 
that allow for the investigation of 
fentanyl distribution at our airports, 
to make sure that we are tracking the 
supply and investigating and giving 
our law enforcement any tool that they 
can use to help stop the movement of 
this product. 

I am also grateful that our colleagues 
tonight acted in a bipartisan way, and 
I hope they will act in a bipartisan way 
in the future. There are other things 
that we need to do to stop the cycle of 
addiction. 

As one doctor told me: We could have 
access to recovery be as easy as access 
to the drug, but it is not. 

We have heard from people all over 
the State—from our firefighters, from 
our police officers, from our courts, to 
our healthcare treatment centers—and 
we have seen unbelievable pilot pro-
grams that are being used to try to 
tackle this problem. We have seen fire 
stations use new equipment and first 
responders so they can quickly get to 
the scene and have the tools in place. 

We have heard from our State and 
from our healthcare officials like Dr. 
Banta-Green from the University of 
Washington, who has helped to under-
stand and pioneer a program so that 
people can just walk into a facility 
that is community-based and get ac-
cess to care and treatment imme-
diately. So no more trying to respond 
every day of where to go or having a 
first responder having to go back to 
the same place, but giving people a 
place that they can go. 

I hope our colleagues will look at 
some of these innovative prevention 
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measures that my State is trying to 
undertake. I hope that we can work in 
a bipartisan effort to give more tools 
to DEA, but I hope tonight we will be 
happy that we are now declaring this a 
national emergency, that we have 
given the President and Treasury and 
our officials new tools to stop the traf-
ficking of this product and to pursue 
those who are involved in it in an ag-
gressive way around the world. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

CANTWELL). The majority leader. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 256. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Philip Nathan Jefferson, of 
North Carolina, to be Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System for a term of four 
years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

COONS). The cloture motion having 
been presented under rule XXII, the 
Chair directs the clerk to read the mo-
tion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 256, Philip 
Nathan Jefferson, of North Carolina, to be 
Vice Chairman of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System for a term of 
four years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, 
Jack Reed, John W. Hickenlooper, Eliz-
abeth Warren, Tammy Duckworth, Jeff 
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tina Smith, Edward J. Mar-
key, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 260. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New 
York, to be a Member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the term of 
five years expiring August 27, 2028. (Re-
appointment) 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 260, 
Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New York, to be a 
Member of the National Labor Relations 
Board for the term of five years expiring Au-
gust 27, 2028. (Reappointment) 

Charles E. Schumer, Bernard Sanders, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, 
Jack Reed, Ron Wyden, John W. 
Hickenlooper, Elizabeth Warren, 
Tammy Duckworth, Jeff Merkley, 
Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne Shaheen, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. Hirono, 
Tina Smith, Edward J. Markey, Tim 
Kaine, Tammy Baldwin. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. I move to proceed to 
executive session to consider Calendar 
No. 255. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Lisa DeNell Cook, of Michi-
gan, to be a Member of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem for a term of fourteen years from 
February 1, 2024. (Reappointment) 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 255, Lisa 
DeNell Cook, of Michigan, to be a Member of 

the Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System for a term of fourteen years 
from February 1, 2024. (Reappointment) 

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, 
Jack Reed, John W. Hickenlooper, Eliz-
abeth Warren, Tammy Duckworth, Jeff 
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tina Smith, Edward J. Mar-
key, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 257. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Adriana Debora Kugler, of 
Maryland, to be a Member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve 
System for the unexpired term of four-
teen years from February 1, 2012. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 257, 
Adriana Debora Kugler, of Maryland, to be a 
Member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for the unexpired 
term of fourteen years from February 1, 2012. 

Charles E. Schumer, Sherrod Brown, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, 
Jack Reed, John W. Hickenlooper, Eliz-
abeth Warren, Tammy Duckworth, Jeff 
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tina Smith, Edward J. Mar-
key, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 253. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Anna M. Gomez, of Virginia, 
to be a Member of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission for a term of 
five years from July 1, 2021. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 

a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 253, Anna 
M. Gomez, of Virginia, to be a Member of the 
Federal Communications Commission for a 
term of five years from July 1, 2021. 

Charles E. Schumer, Maria Cantwell, 
Margaret Wood Hassan, Mark Kelly, 
Jack Reed, John W. Hickenlooper, Eliz-
abeth Warren, Tammy Duckworth, Jeff 
Merkley, Richard J. Durbin, Jeanne 
Shaheen, Benjamin L. Cardin, Mazie K. 
Hirono, Tina Smith, Edward J. Mar-
key, Tim Kaine, Tammy Baldwin. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda-
tory quorum calls for the cloture mo-
tions filed today, July 27, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations en 
bloc: Calendar Nos. 146, 147, 149, 150, 152, 
154, 210, 211, 213, 215, 218, 219, 221, 273, 
277, 278, and 279; that the Senate vote 
on the nominations en bloc, without 
intervening action or debate; that the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nominations of 
Eric W. Kneedler, of Pennsylvania, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Rwanda; 
Hugo Yue-Ho Yon, of California, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Maldives; 
Kathleen A. FitzGibbon, of New York, 
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Niger; 
Martina Anna Tkadlec Strong, of 
Texas, a Career Member of the Senior 

Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the United 
Arab Emirates; Robin Dunnigan, of 
California, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to Georgia; 
Nicole D. Theriot, of Louisiana, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Co-operative Republic 
of Guyana; Ervin Jose Massinga, of 
Washington, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Min-
ister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Fed-
eral Democratic Republic of Ethiopia; 
Yael Lempert, of New York, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan; Julie Turner, of Maryland, to 
be Special Envoy on North Korean 
Human Rights Issues, with the rank of 
Ambassador; William W. Popp, of Mis-
souri, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Uganda; Matthew D. Murray, of 
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
for the rank of Ambassador during his 
tenure of service as United States Sen-
ior Official for the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC); Jennifer L. 
Johnson, of New York, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Federated States of Mi-
cronesia; Bryan David Hunt, of Vir-
ginia, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Sierra Leone; Joel Ehrendreich, 
of New York, a Career Member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Coun-
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to the Republic of 
Palau; Jack A. Markell, of Delaware, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Italian Republic, and to 
serve concurrently and without addi-
tional compensation as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Republic of San Marino; Gerald H. 
Acker, of Michigan, to be a Commis-
sioner on the part of the United States 
on the International Joint Commis-
sion, United States and Canada; and 
Nisha Desai Biswal, of Virginia, to be 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer of the 

United States International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation (New Posi-
tion)? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
consider the following nominations: all 
nominations placed on the Secretary’s 
desk in the Air Force, Army, Foreign 
Service, Marine Corps, and Navy; that 
the nominations be confirmed en bloc; 
that the motions to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that no further motions be in order to 
any of the nominations; that the Presi-
dent be notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows: 

NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY’S 
DESK 

IN THE AIR FORCE 
PN599 AIR FORCE nominations (83) begin-

ning JULIE L. AIRHART, and ending TERRI 
L. WRIGHT, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of May 4, 2023. 

PN696 AIR FORCE nominations (30) begin-
ning JUSTIN V. AHRENS, and ending RYAN 
E. WILSON, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of May 30, 2023. 

PN777 AIR FORCE nomination of Oliver E. 
Barfield, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 12, 2023. 

PN778 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin-
ning Ashley L. Shull, and ending Sean M. 
Williams, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 12, 2023. 

PN779 AIR FORCE nominations (73) begin-
ning RONALD MARK ALLIGOOD, and end-
ing MATTHEW DAVID WOOLUMS, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 12, 2023. 

PN780 AIR FORCE nominations (158) begin-
ning BRIAN CHARLES ANDERSON, and 
ending JERRY WAYNE ZOLLMAN, JR., 
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of June 12, 2023. 

PN839 AIR FORCE nomination of Ryan C. 
Boyle, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

PN840 AIR FORCE nominations (359) begin-
ning FEYSEL A. ABDULKAF, and ending 
NANCY M. ZIMMERMAN, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

PN841 AIR FORCE nominations (49) begin-
ning SCOTT A. ABUSO, and ending ROBERT 
ZAVALA, JR., which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN842 AIR FORCE nominations (391) begin-
ning NANLISHA T. ABDULLAI, and ending 
STEVEN ZIMMER, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN843 AIR FORCE nominations (160) begin-
ning MATTHEW N. ALOMBRO, and ending 
GARRETT C. ZUPAN, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 
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PN844 AIR FORCE nominations (1201) be-

ginning KEVIN B. ABBOTT, and ending 
KAITLIN E. ZITO, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN845 AIR FORCE nomination of James H. 
Gutzman, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN846 AIR FORCE nominations (53) begin-
ning DANIELLE N. ANDERSON, and ending 
BRIAN J. WELCH, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN847 AIR FORCE nomination of Ryan C. 
Caguillo, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN848 AIR FORCE nomination of Mary M. 
Gutierrez, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN849 AIR FORCE nomination of Edward 
W. Hale, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

IN THE ARMY 
PN781 ARMY nomination of Paul A. 

Stelzer, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 12, 2023. 

PN789 ARMY nomination of Andrew R. 
Updike, was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of June 
21, 2023. 

PN791 ARMY nomination of Erica L. Kane, 
which was received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of June 
21, 2023. 

PN792 ARMY nominations (31) beginning 
JOSHUA T. ADE, and ending EVERETT E. 
ZACHARY, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 21, 2023. 

PN850 ARMY nomination of Charles K. 
Djou, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

PN851 ARMY nomination of Nicholas C. 
Molczyk, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN852 ARMY nomination of David Her-
nandez, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN853 ARMY nomination of Clydellia S. 
Prichard-Allen, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN854 ARMY nomination of Espada J. 
Ruiz, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
PN283—1 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 

(3) beginning Michael J. Fitzpatrick, and 
ending Thomas Laszlo Vajda, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of Janu-
ary 26, 2023. 

PN356 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (5) 
beginning Christopher M. Cushing, and end-
ing Ryan G. Washburn, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of February 13, 
2023. 

PN357 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(30) beginning Maura E. Barry Boyle, and 
ending Jaidev Singh, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of February 13, 
2023. 

PN495 FOREIGN SERVICE nomination of 
Ali Abdi, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
March 30, 2023. 

PN496 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations (2) 
beginning Mark Petry, and ending Kimberly 
Sawatzki, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of March 30, 2023. 

PN737 FOREIGN SERVICE nominations 
(100) beginning Ihuoma A. Akamiro, and end-
ing Jeffrey Paul Lodinsky, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record of May 
30, 2023. 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

PN783 MARINE CORPS nomination of 
Leron E. Lane, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of June 12, 2023. 

PN793 MARINE CORPS nomination of Wil-
liam M. Schweitzer, which was received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of June 21, 2023. 

IN THE NAVY 

PN784 NAVY nomination of Andres S. 
Piscoya, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
June 12, 2023. 

PN856 NAVY nominations (4) beginning 
MARY M. AYRES, and ending REBECCA M. 
RIEGER, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN857 NAVY nomination of Daniel I. Mor-
rison, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

PN858 NAVY nomination of Alan A. 
Gutberlet, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN859 NAVY nomination of Guillermo M. 
Arguello, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN860 NAVY nomination of Christopher S. 
Williams, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

PN861 NAVY nomination of Kristopher M. 
Brazil, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of July 
12, 2023. 

PN862 NAVY nominations (10) beginning 
JOSHUA P. CORBIN, and ending NATHAN S. 
WEMETT, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN863 NAVY nominations (14) beginning 
NICHOLAS B. ARTABAZON, and ending 
SARA A. ZANITSCH, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN864 NAVY nominations (39) beginning 
MARY H. BAKER, and ending TRENT A. 
WARNER, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record of July 12, 2023. 

PN865 NAVY nomination of Peter J. 
Maculan, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
July 12, 2023. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

REAPPOINTMENT OF DR. PHILLIP 
SWAGEL 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to have printed in 
the RECORD a joint letter from me, in 
my capacity as President pro tempore 
of the Senate, along with the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, KEVIN 
MCCARTHY, regarding the reappoint-
ment of Dr. Phillip Swagel as the Di-
rector of the Congressional Budget Of-
fice. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, July 21, 2023. 

Pursuant to section 201(a)(2) of the Con-
gressional Budget Act of 1974, and upon rec-
ommendations by the House and Senate 
Budget Committees, the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Senate 
President pro tempore hereby appoint Dr. 
Phillip Swagel as the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office for the term expir-
ing January 3, 2027. 

KEVIN MCCARTHY, 
Speaker, United States 

House of Represent-
atives. 

PATTY MURRAY, 
President pro tempore, 

U.S. Senate. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 
∑ Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for rollcall vote No. 
198, adoption of the Warnock amend-
ment to provide enhanced protection 
against debt collector harassment of 
members of the Armed Forces (199). 
Had I been present for the vote, I would 
have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 199, adoption of the Cruz 
amendment to provide remedies to 
members of the Armed Forces dis-
charged or subject to adverse action 
under the COVID–19 vaccine mandate 
(421). Had I been present for the vote, I 
would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 200, adoption of the Wicker 
amendment to establish the Office of 
the Lead Inspector General for Ukraine 
Assistance (1055). Had I been present 
for the vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 201, adoption of the Paul 
amendment to provide for the inde-
pendent and objective conduct and su-
pervision of audits and investigations 
relating to the programs and oper-
ations funded with amounts appro-
priated or otherwise made available to 
Ukraine for military, economic, and 
humanitarian aid (438). Had I been 
present for the vote, I would have 
voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 202, adoption of the Barrasso 
amendment to require the Secretary of 
Energy to establish a Nuclear Fuel Se-
curity Program, expand the American 
Assured Fuel Supply Program, estab-
lish an HALEU for Advanced Nuclear 
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Reactor Demonstration Projects Pro-
gram, and submit a report on a civil 
nuclear credit program, and to enhance 
programs to build workforce capacity 
to meet critical mission needs of the 
Department of Energy (999). Had I been 
present for the vote, I would have 
voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 203, adoption of the Sanders 
amendment to reduce military spend-
ing (1030). Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 204, adoption of the Marshall 
amendment to prohibit the flying, 
draping, or other display of any flag 
other than the flag of the United 
States at public buildings (874). Had I 
been present for the vote, I would have 
voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 205, adoption of the Kennedy 
amendment to prohibit allocations of 
Special Drawing Rights at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund for perpetra-
tors of genocide and state sponsors of 
terrorism without congressional au-
thorization (1034). Had I been present 
for the vote, I would have voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 206, adoption of the Gillibrand 
amendment to amend title XXXIII of 
the Public Health Service Act with re-
spect to funding for the World Trade 
Center Health Program (1065). Had I 
been present for the vote, I would have 
voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 207, adoption of the Hawley 
amendment to extend the period for fil-
ing claims under the Radiation Expo-
sure Compensation Act and to provide 
for compensation under such Act for 
claims relating to Manhattan Project 
waste, and to improve compensation 
for workers involved in uranium min-
ing (1058). Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 208, adoption of the Menendez 
amendment to reauthorize the Fire-
fighter Cancer Registry Act of 2018 
(638). Had I been present for the vote, I 
would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 209, adoption of the Schatz 
amendment to reauthorize the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self- 
Determination Act of 1996 (1078). Had I 
been present for the vote, I would have 
voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 210, adoption of the Rubio 
amendment to provide that sums in the 
Thrift Savings Fund may not be in-
vested in securities that are listed on 
certain foreign exchanges (523). Had I 
been present for the vote, I would have 
voted nay. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 211, adoption of the Reed- 
Wicker amendment: managers package 
(1087). Had I been present for the vote, 
I would have voted yea. 

I was necessarily absent for rollcall 
vote No. 212, passage of S. 2226, as 
amended, an original bill to authorize 

appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. Had I 
been present for the vote, I would have 
voted yea.∑ 

f 

NATIONAL WHISTLEBLOWER 
APPRECIATION DAY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today is National Whistleblower Appre-
ciation Day on the Hill. So today we 
celebrate and recognize the contribu-
tions and sacrifices that whistle-
blowers make every day for our coun-
try. 

I have said this many times before, 
whistleblowers get treated like skunks 
at a picnic. It shouldn’t be that way. 
Whistleblowers are patriots. This year 
is special because it marks the 10th an-
niversary of National Whistleblower 
Appreciation Day. And I am proud to 
introduce the National Whistleblower 
Appreciation Day resolution for the 
10th year in a row along with Senator 
WYDEN and the rest of the Senate Whis-
tleblower Protection Caucus. 

As early as the Revolutionary War, 
the first whistleblower reported fraud 
and misconduct. On July 30, 1778, the 
Founding Fathers passed the first piece 
of legislation to protect whistleblowers 
in our country. Whistleblowers are 
critical to the operation of good gov-
ernment. Whistleblowers risk their 
jobs, livelihoods, and reputations when 
they blow the whistle on government 
waste, fraud, and abuse. 

Recently, VA whistleblowers ap-
proached my office and alerted me of 
the Agency’s failure to secure veterans’ 
sensitive, private information. They 
also exposed how the failure in security 
allows for staff to learn the identities 
of whistleblowers, leaving them vulner-
able to retaliation. DEA whistle-
blowers also have provided important 
details about alleged contract irreg-
ularities and the DEA’s failure to root 
out corruption in its foreign oper-
ations. The oversight that flows from 
this kind of crucial information can 
help clean house at DEA and save tax-
payer money. It can also improve 
international drug interdiction and 
save lives. Let’s also not forget about 
the IRS whistleblowers who have re-
cently testified before Congress regard-
ing wrongdoing at the IRS and Justice 
Department. 

As many know, I have had my fair 
share of Justice Department whistle-
blowers over the years. Most recently, 
my public oversight activities regard-
ing the Justice Department and FBI 
shows that more have come my way. 
God bless them all. 

The information that I have made 
public, whether it is the VA, DEA, 
DOJ, or IRS, it is only because of whis-
tleblowers that I am able to do the 
work. The government hides informa-
tion that the American people ought to 

know about. Simply put, that is wrong 
and we must ensure that all whistle-
blowers are fully protected from retal-
iation and championed for their work. 

Accordingly, it is critically impor-
tant that all Federal Agencies promote 
openness and transparency. They must 
also ensure Federal employees know 
their rights to blow the whistle on 
wrongdoing, including to Congress. 
Federal Agencies must protect their 
employees from retaliation and take 
appropriate corrective actions against 
those who retaliate against whistle-
blowers. For me, there is no middle 
ground when it comes to whistle-
blowers. They must be protected and 
fought for. Full stop. 

This year, I introduced the SEC 
Whistleblower Reform Act to expand 
protections for whistleblowers and en-
sure SEC whistleblower awards are 
made in a timely manner. This bill en-
sures that these whistleblowers would 
be fully protected if they report wrong-
doing to a supervisor. Since we created 
the SEC’s Whistleblower Program in 
2010, it has been a massive success. The 
SEC reported receiving a record num-
ber of whistleblower tips in 2022—over 
12,000. 

This year, I also introduced the IRS 
Whistleblower Program Improvement 
Act. And this week, I have introduced 
the False Claims Amendments Act and 
the CFTC Whistleblower Fund Im-
provement Act. 

There is still a lot of work to be 
done. In April, I wrote to President 
Biden requesting him to honor whistle-
blowers by hosting a Rose Garden cere-
mony on Whistleblower Appreciation 
Day. I have asked every President 
since President Reagan to hold a Rose 
Garden ceremony to honor whistle-
blowers. No President has done so. 

The task of supporting whistle-
blowers doesn’t start and stop on Whis-
tleblower Appreciation Day. It is a 
year-round job. Whistleblowers are 
brave men and women who perform an 
invaluable public service. Again, they 
are patriots. 

Together, one day we are going to get 
that Rose Garden ceremony. 

f 

MEMBERS OF THE SENATE NATO 
OBSERVER GROUP 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
2018, we reestablished the Senate NATO 
Observer Group. I ask for the following 
Republican Senators to participate in 
the group: TILLIS, cochair; BARRASSO, 
ERNST, ROUNDS, HAGERTY, MORAN, and 
SCOTT of South Carolina. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-

tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
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to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Washington, DC. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
23–54, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Romania for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $120.5 million. We 
will issue a news release to notify the public 
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this 
letter to your office. 

Sincerely, 
JAMES A. HURSCH, 

Director. 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–54 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Romania. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $75.5 million. 
Other $45.0 million. 
Total $120.5 million. 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Sixteen (16) Assault Amphibious Vehicles, 

Personnel Variant (AAVP–7A1) 
Three (3) Assault Amphibious Vehicles, 

Command Variant (AAVC–7A1) 
Two (2) Assault Amphibious Vehicle, Re-

covery Variant (AAVR–7AI) 
Sixteen (16) 50 Cal Machine Guns (Heavy 

Barrel) 
Five (5) 7.62 mm M240B Machine Guns 
Non-MDE: Also included are MK–19 Gre-

nade Launchers; M36E Tl Thermal Sighting 
Systems (TSS); supply support (spare parts); 
support equipment (including special mis-
sion kits/Enhanced Applique Kits (EAAK)); 
training, unclassified technical manuals, 
technical data package, engineering and 
technical support and assistance (including 
Contractor Engineering Technical Services 
(CETS)); and other related elements of pro-
gram and logistics support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (RO–P–L– 
WL). 

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at 
this time. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
July 27, 2023. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Romania—Assault Amphibious Vehicles 

The Government of Romania has requested 
to buy sixteen (16) Assault Amphibious Vehi-
cles (AAVs), Personnel Variant (AAVP–7A1); 
three (3) Assault Amphibious Vehicles, Com-
mand Variant (AAVC–7Al); two (2) Assault 
Amphibious Vehicles, Recovery Variant 
(AAVR–7Al); sixteen (16) 50 Cal Machine 
Guns (Heavy Barrel); and five (5) 7.62 mm 
M240B Machine Guns. Also included are MK– 
19 Grenade Launchers; M36E T1 Thermal 
Sighting Systems (TSS); supply support 
(spare parts); support equipment (including 
special mission kits/Enhanced Applique Kits 
(EAAK)); training, unclassified technical 
manuals, technical data package, engineer-
ing and technical support and assistance (in-
cluding Contractor Engineering Technical 
Services (CETS)); and other related elements 
of program and logistics support. The total 
estimated program cost is $120.5 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation (NATO) Ally which is an important 
force for political and economic stability in 
Europe. It is vital to the U.S. national inter-
est to assist Romania in developing and 
maintaining a strong and ready self-defense 
capability. 

The proposed sale will improve Romania’s 
capability to meet current and future 
threats by modernizing and ensuring Roma-
nia’s continued expeditionary capability to 
counter regional threats. Romania will have 
no difficulty absorbing this equipment and 
services into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

A principal contractor has not been deter-
mined for potential sale. There are no known 
offset agreements proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of U.S. Govern-
ment personnel but will require the assign-
ment of one (1) contractor representative to 
Romania for approximately one (1) year to 
deliver AAVs, related equipment, and sup-
port. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23–54 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The mission of the Assault Amphibious 

Vehicle (AAV) is to maneuver surface as-
sault elements of the landing force and their 
equipment from assault shipping during am-
phibious operations to inland objectives and 
to conduct mechanized operations and re-
lated combat support in subsequent oper-
ations ashore. 

a. The AAV–7A1 family of vehicles includes 
the personnel variant, which carries troops 
in amphibious operations from ship to shore, 
through the surf zone, and to inland objec-
tives. The AAVP–7Al provides protected 
transport of up to 25 combat-loaded per-
sonnel through all types of terrain. 

b. The Command Variant, AAVC–7Al, is an 
armored assault amphibious full-tracked 
landing vehicle. The vehicle provides a mo-
bile task force communication center in am-
phibious operations from ship to shore 
through surf zone to inland objectives. 

c. The Recovery Variant, AAVR–7A1, is an 
armored assault amphibious full-tracked ve-
hicle. The vehicle is designed to recover 

similar or smaller size vehicles. It also car-
ries basic maintenance equipment to provide 
field support maintenance to vehicles in the 
field. 

d. The 50 Cal Machine Gun (Heavy Barrel) 
is the standard weapon for the AAVP–7A1. 

e. The 7.62 mm M240B Machine Gun is the 
standard weapon for the AAVC–7Al and the 
AAVR–7Al. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that Ro-
mania can provide substantially the same 
degree of protection for the sensitive tech-
nology being released as the U.S. Govern-
ment. This sale is necessary in furtherance 
of the U.S. foreign pc,Hcy and national secu-
rity objectives outlined in the Policy Jus-
tification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Ro-
mania. 

f 

CUBA 

Mr. WELCH. Mr. President, on May 
24, 2023, Congressman JIM MCGOVERN 
spoke on the House floor about the dis-
tressing situation in Cuba, and I want 
to associate myself with his remarks. 
He expressed his deep disappointment 
and frustration, which I share, with the 
current policy of the United States to-
ward Cuba that amounts to little more 
than a continuation of the failed poli-
cies of the previous administration. 

If the consequences of our policy 
were benign, perhaps one could ignore 
what is happening on that tiny island 
of 11 million people. But, as Congress-
man MCGOVERN described, it is any-
thing but benign. Our policy is contrib-
uting, directly and indirectly, to wide-
spread hardships and hunger in Cuba 
that caused some 313,000 Cubans to 
abandon the island last year alone, 
seeking entry to the United States. 

As any objective observer of Cuba 
knows, since long before the Castro 
revolution, the Cuban people have suf-
fered continuous deprivations and hu-
miliations. Political oppression and se-
verely limited economic opportunities, 
punctuated by recurrent natural disas-
ters, have circumscribed their lives. 
Through it all, they have persevered, 
propelled by their extraordinary inge-
nuity, national pride, and innate resil-
ience. However, the mass exodus of Cu-
bans in the past two years illustrates 
how dire the situation has become. 

This is by no means the first time 
that large numbers of Cubans have 
risked their lives to seek refuge and a 
better life in the United States, but 
none were on the scale of recent years. 
Several factors have led to the current 
calamity, including punitive Cold War 
sanctions reimposed by the previous 
administration and unfortunately kept 
in place by the current administration. 
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The Cuban Government’s mismanage-
ment of the economy and its reluc-
tance to fully unleash and energize 
Cuba’s fledgling private sector, the 
global COVID pandemic and economic 
downturn, and the cutbacks in oil im-
ports from Venezuela have all played a 
role in the Cuban people’s plight. 

However, there also are several deep-
ly flawed U.S. policies which enable 
Cuban authorities to continue to de-
flect blame for their own failures onto 
the United States. They have com-
pounded the misery of average Cubans 
and damaged our relations with part-
ners in the hemisphere. These policies 
must change. 

First, Cuba must be removed from 
the state sponsors of terrorism list. We 
will continue to have profound dif-
ferences with the Cuban Government 
over the importance of democracy and 
protection of human rights. But the 
designation as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism is based on a determination 
that a government has ‘‘repeatedly 
provided support for acts of inter-
national terrorism,’’ not on differences 
of opinion about democracy or associa-
tion with unsavory governments. Re-
moving Cuba from this list, as Presi-
dent Obama did, will bolster Cuba’s 
growing private sector and enable 
American commercial investment, 
trade, and travel to Cuba. Both are 
critical to the future prosperity of the 
Cuban people. The Biden administra-
tion should expeditiously complete any 
necessary review to remove Cuba from 
the terrorism list. 

Second, the administration should 
waive the extraterritorial sanctions 
under title 3 of the Helms-Burton Act, 
which drew the ire of our hemispheric 
allies when it was enacted in 1996 and 
have been waived by all previous Re-
publican and Democratic administra-
tions, save one. Cubans continue to flee 
the island out of desperation, and we 
cannot credibly claim to ‘‘stand with 
the Cuban people,’’ while supporting 
policies designed to cripple their econ-
omy and increase their daily hardships. 

Finally, we should continue on the 
path of improving relations between 
our two governments, including by 
sending an ambassador to Havana. U.S. 
engagement with a foreign country 
does not ascribe legitimacy to its gov-
ernment. If that were the case, we 
would recall our Ambassadors and 
close our Embassies in dozens of coun-
tries. Our isolationist policy is helping 
to expand malign Chinese and Russian 
influence in Cuba, not prevent it. En-
gagement creates opportunities to co-
operate when it is in our national in-
terest and to actively defend universal 
rights and freedoms. Notably, engage-
ment provides the United States the 
ability to more effectively counter the 
influence of our adversaries who seek 
to exploit the vacuum created by our 
absence. 

None of us condone the repressive 
policies and practices of the Cuban 
Government but there are serious con-
sequences to our policy of unilateral 

isolation. History has shown that re-
gardless of how difficult life is in Cuba, 
the Cuban authorities will take what-
ever measures they deem necessary to 
crush public dissent to maintain con-
trol, as we saw in the wake of the his-
toric street protests of July 11, 2021. 
Hundreds of brave protesters continue 
to languish in Cuban jails. 

For years, Senator Patrick Leahy 
worked to replace an anachronistic, 
failed, punitive policy toward Cuba 
with one based on common sense and in 
accordance with our national interests. 
His efforts played a central role in 
President Obama’s decision to restore 
diplomatic relations and engagement 
with Cuba in 2015. That policy was pro-
ducing unprecedented, positive results 
for the Cuban people until it was unfor-
tunately reversed. I urge the Biden ad-
ministration to continue the work Sen-
ator Leahy and President Obama 
began. It is the only policy worthy of 
the United States. 

f 

SUPREME COURT ETHICS, 
RECUSAL, AND TRANSPARENCY 
ACT 

Mr. OSSOFF. Mr. President, last 
week, I voted to advance the Supreme 
Courts Ethics, Recusal, and Trans-
parency Act out of the Judiciary Com-
mittee, as I believe that strong judicial 
ethics are critical to maintaining pub-
lic trust in our judiciary. I rejected 
amendments unrelated to ethics reform 
to maximize prospects for successful 
passage of this measure, but I am will-
ing to consider the nongermane amend-
ments offered if put forward as stand-
alone measures or as amendments to 
germane legislation. 

f 

NATIONAL MINORITY MENTAL 
HEALTH MONTH 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing July as National Minor-
ity Mental Health Month. Since 2008, 
Congress has declared this month as 
National Minority Mental Health 
Awareness Month in honor of author, 
journalist and teacher Bebe Moore 
Campbell, a national agent of change 
who passed away in 2006. 

Thanks to President Biden, through 
the 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline, mil-
lions of Americans have been able to 
seek out help with nearly 5 million 
calls, texts, and chats that have been 
answered over the past year. 

Unfortunately, mental health is a 
subject that often still has stigma at-
tached to it, even though mental ill-
ness touches the lives of millions of 
Americans each year. 

This month provides an opportunity 
to bring awareness and recommit us to 
tackling longstanding health dispari-
ties and improve the public’s awareness 
of the health challenges that dispropor-
tionately affect racial and ethnic mi-
norities in the United States. Mental 
illness can have a devastating impact 
on an individual’s overall health and 

quality of life. Racial and ethnic mi-
norities often suffer from poor mental 
health outcomes due to multiple fac-
tors, including lack of access to quality 
mental health care services, cultural 
stigma surrounding mental health 
care, discrimination, and overall lack 
of awareness about mental health. 

Today, because of historical injus-
tices across our society, including 
those in the healthcare system, com-
munities of color continue to face 
health disparities that result in poorer 
quality of life and lower life 
expectancies when compared to their 
White counterparts. For people of color 
who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
or transgender—LGBT—these dispari-
ties are often exacerbated. In 2021, ac-
cording to estimates, only 39 percent of 
Black or African-American adults, 25 
percent of Asian adults, and 36 percent 
of Hispanic/Latino adults with any 
mental illness were treated, compared 
to 52 percent of non-Hispanic White 
adults. 

According to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs’ Veterans Health Admin-
istration, American Indian and Alaska 
Native Veterans report experiencing 
posttraumatic stress disorder—PTSD— 
at double the rate of non-Hispanic 
White Veterans—20.5 percent compared 
to 11.6 percent. 

In 2020, suicide was the leading cause 
of death among Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders aged 10 to 19; it was 
the second leading cause of death 
among those aged 20 to 34. 

Mental illness also has a significant 
impact on our country’s economy. Ac-
cording to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention—CDC—the eco-
nomic cost of mental illness in the 
United States was more than $300 bil-
lion in 2021. Fewer than half of those in 
need, however, receive any mental 
health care in the United States. This 
is simply unacceptable. Stigma, cost, 
and other barriers, such as limited ca-
pacity in some areas to serve all those 
in need, prevent many individuals from 
receiving necessary mental health 
care. It is imperative that we act to 
improve access to high-quality, evi-
dence-based mental health care serv-
ices in our country. 

Maternal mental health has been an 
enduring issue that has stricken 
women across the Nation. The types of 
disorders are vast, though the most 
common include depression, anxiety, 
and psychosis. The consequences of 
leaving such disorders untreated are 
dire, as they impact not only the moth-
er, but her child, and the community, 
as well. While all women are poten-
tially susceptible to maternal mental 
health disorders, there is an evident 
disparity in the rates at which certain 
racial and ethnic groups are affected. 
Around one in seven women suffers spe-
cifically from postpartum depression, 
though mothers of color possess rates 
at around 38 percent, nearly double 
that of White mothers. Despite this 
alarming statistic, these mothers of 
color are still less likely to receive 
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both a diagnosis and treatment for 
their disorder. 

Too many children and their families 
do not have adequate access to high- 
quality specialty child and adolescent 
behavioral health care. Child and ado-
lescent psychiatrists practice in a wide 
range of settings and further facilitate 
access to treatment through telehealth 
and collaborative care arrangements 
with primary care providers, schools, 
and other systems. And yet, there is 
still a shortage of inpatient child and 
adolescent psychiatric beds. According 
to the American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry, there are 
1,341,682 children under the age of 18 in 
Maryland, but only 365 practicing child 
and adolescent psychiatrists, or 1 for 
every 3,676 children. There are six 
counties in Maryland that have no 
child and adolescent psychiatrists 
available at all. This is simply unac-
ceptable. Children should have access 
to a full array of prevention, early 
intervention, and treatment options 
within all child-facing systems. We 
need to act now and improve services 
with integrated care models, including 
collaborative care arrangements. 

Several weeks ago, I had the oppor-
tunity to tour Brooke’s House, a com-
munity-based sober living environment 
for women in Hagerstown, MD. I had 
the pleasure of attending the gradua-
tion of a resident who has completed 
treatment and is transitioning out of 
the residential treatment environment. 
Brooke’s House was the dream of a 
young Maryland girl who struggled 
opioid addiction. It provides a commu-
nity-based, safe, stable, and emotion-
ally supportive living environment for 
adult women in the early stages of sub-
stance abuse recovery. This model of 
care ensures a tranquil, home-like fa-
cility to provide state-of-the-art treat-
ment and recovery services with re-
sources to help residents achieve their 
dreams of living drug-free and produc-
tive lives. This year, Brooke’s House 
will use an ARC INSPIRE grant to ex-
pand support and engagement services, 
specifically by hiring a coordinator for 
a commercial driver’s license—CDL— 
program to help more women access 
job training and placement while in re-
covery. The addition of this coordi-
nator will help expand the CDL pro-
gram to serve 12 participants. 

Behavioral health equity is the right 
of all individuals—regardless of race, 
age, ethnicity, gender, disability, so-
cioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
or ZIP Code—to access high-quality 
and affordable healthcare support. 

I am excited to see reforms such as 
the SUPPORT Act, enacted in 2018 with 
overwhelming bipartisan support, 
which addresses the opioid epidemic 
and tackles many aspects of the epi-
demic, including treatment, preven-
tion, recovery, and enforcement. This 
year, we begin work to reauthorize key 
programs within the SUPPORT Act. 
This bipartisan legislation takes an 
important step forward in providing 
additional tools to battle the opioid 

crisis. It is imperative we work toward 
advancing access to high-quality be-
havioral health care. 

The United States is an ever-chang-
ing cultural landscape that shapes the 
way we experience diversity. Cultural 
values and beliefs not only affect our 
daily activities, but also influence the 
way we perceive physical and emo-
tional distress and the need for inter-
ventions to deal with them. Mental ill-
ness is perceived differently by various 
cultures, as is the ability to express 
certain symptoms. Emotional distress 
and mental health problems occur in 
all socio-cultural backgrounds as well 
as ages. 

Mental illness affects the lives of so 
many Americans. We have made great 
strides as a nation to better support in-
dividuals and communities, which is 
why we recently celebrated the anni-
versary of the 988 Suicide and Crisis 
Lifeline. This July, in honor of Na-
tional Minority Mental Health Aware-
ness Month, let us commit to continue 
working together on both sides of the 
aisle to improve mental health care in 
our country by building on the success 
of integrated care models and innova-
tive systems. 

f 

REMEMBERING TOM MENTZER 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

rise today to pay a heartfelt tribute to 
my long-time director of communica-
tions, Tom Mentzer, who passed away 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. 
Tom was a larger than life personality 
and his loss is still felt deeply by my-
self and our entire office. 

Tom was born in Poulsbo, WA, but 
spent a large part of his youth in Ger-
many in the cities of Kaiserslautern 
and Heidelberg. He was a graduate of 
Heidelberg American High School and 
went on to DePauw University, where 
he majored in political science and 
communications. Tom stayed in Indi-
ana for his graduate work and com-
pleted his master’s in journalism at In-
diana University in 2001. 

He began his communications career 
in 1994 as a reporter for the Heidelberg 
Herald-Post. Upon completion of his 
masters, Tom began work with Scripps 
Howard News Service before joining 
the Urban Institute. In 2007, he was 
hired as a press secretary for Congress-
man Sam Farr. Tom joined my staff in 
2010 as a press secretary, and 4 years 
later, he assumed the role of director of 
communications, which he maintained 
until his passing. 

Tom was among the best at his craft 
and he played a role in messaging near-
ly every piece of legislation from my 
office. I valued his wise counsel on 
many contentious issues, and he was by 
my side during the release of the tor-
ture report as well as multiple reelec-
tion campaigns, appropriations fights, 
and Supreme Court nominations. He 
was essential to our efforts on ending 
gun violence, climate change, water 
issues, and the Lake Tahoe Summit. 

Always ready with a humorous quip, 
Tom understood how to lighten the 

mood during the most difficult of days. 
His zeal for life was infectious, and it 
extended to many things outside of the 
office, including travel, sports, cook-
ing, food, and drinks. Tom had a 
unique ability to connect with people 
from all walks of life and was a mentor 
to many in our office. He had an empa-
thy that I admired, and I, like so many 
others, will greatly miss his wry take 
on issues of the day. 

Tom was private about his cancer di-
agnosis, and many did not know the ex-
tent of the disease. Although he did not 
beat cancer, he was determined not to 
let it define him. He was fond of a 
quote by the late comedian Norm Mac-
Donald, who said, ‘‘I’m no doctor, but 
I’m pretty sure if you die, the cancer 
dies at the same time. That’s not a 
loss. That’s a draw.’’ 

I will forever be grateful for Tom’s 
wisdom and dedication to my office and 
the people of California. I offer my sin-
cere condolences to Tom’s family and 
his wife Kristen, with whom he shared 
the better part of 22 years of his life. I 
wish all of them the best during this 
difficult chapter of their lives. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID GRANNIS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to give a belated and fond 
farewell to a valued and long-standing 
member of my staff, Mr. David 
Grannis. 

Every Member of this Chamber un-
derstands the importance of having 
wise counsel in their corner. It is not 
only important, but essential, in order 
to produce meaningful results for your 
constituents. To that end, David 
Grannis was an essential part of my 
team for the past 5 years while serving 
as the chief of staff to my office. 

I previously offered a similar tribute 
to David in 2016, when he left his posi-
tion as staff director for the Senate Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence to 
serve as the Principal Deputy Under 
Secretary at the Department of Home-
land Security’s Office of Intelligence 
and Analysis. I will be forever grateful 
for his return to my personal office, 
where he ably guided my staff through 
multiple Supreme Court nominations, 
impeachments, all-night vote-a-ramas, 
a global pandemic, and an insurrection. 
I will also always remember his sup-
port during a particularly difficult pe-
riod after my husband’s passing in 2022. 

David has had a long and distin-
guished history of public service. In ad-
dition to his time with the Department 
of Homeland Security, he served on the 
Senate Select Committee on Intel-
ligence for over a decade, beginning as 
my designee in March of 2005, then 
serving as my staff director beginning 
in January of 2009 when I took over as 
chair of the committee. Prior to join-
ing the Intelligence Committee in 2005, 
David worked on the House Select 
Committee on Homeland Security and 
was the senior policy adviser to Rep-
resentative Jane Harman on matters of 
national security. 
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Before coming to Congress, David 

worked for 2 years at the National Re-
search Council’s Board on Chemical 
Sciences and Technology on projects 
studying the ability to make explosives 
more detectable and identifiable. He 
has a master’s of public policy from the 
Harvard Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, where he worked for former Sec-
retary of Defense Ash Carter. 

As my chief of staff, David led with 
wit and wisdom and demonstrated an 
uncanny ability to get the job done. He 
has been by my side for countless 
meetings with foreign leaders, ambas-
sadors, military commanders, cor-
porate chiefs, and local officials. David 
has served as a mentor for many mem-
bers of my staff and his professionalism 
and dedication are second to none. He 
is someone that I am proud to call a 
friend. 

I would also like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank David’s wife, Kerry 
Searle Grannis, and their three won-
derful children: Owen, Amelia, and Na-
thaniel. The chief of staff job is cer-
tainly not always easy. I appreciate 
their support of David throughout his 
tenure with my office, and I hope his 
next venture will allow for more time 
with his family. 

While I am sad to see David leave, I 
am thrilled that he has taken on a new 
role as the executive director for the 
Commission on the National Defense 
Strategy. I have every confidence that 
his steady hand, insight on the issues, 
and decisive leadership will serve the 
commission well. 

I thank David for his years of dedi-
cated service to the people of Cali-
fornia. I wish him all the best in his fu-
ture endeavors, and I will deeply miss 
him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO WENDY SHERMAN 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to Wendy Sher-
man, a fellow native Marylander and a 
distinguished daughter of Baltimore— 
and a true friend of mine—as she re-
tires tomorrow from her position as 
Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Depart-
ment of State. 

As Deputy Secretary of State since 
the start of the Biden administration, 
Ms. Sherman has been entrusted with 
handling some of the most intractable 
diplomatic engagements our country 
has to manage. It is no wonder that one 
of her senior colleagues in the adminis-
tration told the New York Times re-
cently that she is the one most often 
deployed to have ‘‘hard conversations 
in hard places.’’ This included a vital 
meeting with her Russian counterpart 
in Geneva in January of 2022 where she 
delivered the U.S. Government’s final 
warnings to the Kremlin about the 
high costs they would incur should 
they invade Ukraine. 

Wendy’s early career was built 
around assisting women who had been 
abused and people in poverty, helping 
them to succeed despite underprivi-
leged circumstances. The circle of peo-

ple benefiting from her sharp intel-
ligence and good heart widened quickly 
over the years. Advancing from her 
early career as a social worker, she be-
came the executive director of 
EMILY’s List, an important organiza-
tion for the advancement of women in 
American politics, to the director of 
Maryland’s office of child welfare, and 
later to become the founding president 
of the Fannie Mae Foundation. 

Along the way, Ms. Sherman also 
worked closely with our former col-
league Senator Barbara Mikulski as 
her chief of staff during her time in the 
House of Representatives, and so she 
worked on many legislative issues and 
constituent services that were impor-
tant for the people of Maryland. 

Ms. Sherman later served during the 
Clinton administration as an Assistant 
Secretary and then counselor at the 
U.S. Department of State and then as 
special adviser to President Bill Clin-
ton and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright as North Korea policy coordi-
nator. She was instrumental in nego-
tiations related to North Korea’s nu-
clear weapon and ballistic missile pro-
grams. Wendy directly contributed to 
our country’s national security, as she 
secured a deal in which North Korea 
agreed not to produce, test, or deploy 
missiles with a range of more than 300 
miles, preventing North Korea from 
fielding missiles that could strike the 
United States. 

Working closely with Secretaries of 
State Hillary Clinton and John Kerry, 
Wendy returned to the Department 
during the Obama administration and 
continued her work to further our 
international goals as Under Secretary 
of State for Political Affairs, the 
fourth-ranking official in the U.S. De-
partment of State, and the first women 
to rise to that rank. 

As the lead negotiator for the Iran 
nuclear deal, Wendy led six arduous ne-
gotiating rounds between Iran and six 
world powers to reach consensus on 
Tehran’s nuclear program. As leader of 
a special task force following 2012 
Benghazi attack, Wendy leveraged her 
experience to help implement rec-
ommendations to improve protections 
for Foreign Service personnel, bol-
stering the safety and security of our 
diplomats serving our countries over-
seas. For these and many other diplo-
matic accomplishments requiring 
toughness, fortitude, and diplomatic 
savvy, she was awarded the National 
Security Medal by President Barack 
Obama. 

Out of government, Wendy continued 
to work closely with Madeline Albright 
as vice president and senior counselor 
at Albright Stonebridge Group, before 
returning to the national security sec-
tor again in her present capacity. 

Wendy has further leveraged her dip-
lomatic experience to the benefit of 
academia and the nonprofit world, 
serving as professor of the practice of 
public leadership and director of the 
Center for Public Leadership at the 
Harvard’s Kennedy School. She was 

also a senior fellow at the School’s 
Belfer Center for Science and Inter-
national Affairs. She has served on the 
President’s Intelligence Advisory 
Board, as chair of the Board of Direc-
tors of Oxfam America, and on the 
DOD’s Defense Policy Board and the 
Congressional Commission on the Pre-
vention of Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion, Proliferation, and Terrorism. 
Through these diverse roles, Wendy has 
helped to not only shape the next gen-
eration of diplomats and foreign affairs 
professionals, but the future of diplo-
macy. 

This month, Wendy Sherman retires 
as one of the most accomplished dip-
lomats in American history. Wendy 
will be missed by me and by her wide 
circle of professional colleagues and 
admirers. I have no doubt that she will 
continue to impart her wisdom and ex-
perience even as she returns to the pri-
vate sector. 

Wendy Sherman is the embodiment 
of a fine public servant and a true 
stateswoman, by turns persuasive and 
toughminded as the situation calls for, 
inspiring future generations to follow 
in her footsteps. I wish her all the best 
for her future endeavors. 

f 

MARC FOGEL 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to share a few words in honor of 
the 62nd birthday of Marc Hilliard 
Fogel, an American currently impris-
oned in Russia. 

Marc is an American schoolteacher, a 
father, a husband, and an uncle. And in 
August of 2021, after living and teach-
ing in Russia for 9 years, Marc was ar-
rested and sentenced to 14 years in 
Russian prison. His imprisonment is 
unjust and unacceptable, plain and 
simple. 

I recently met with Marc’s family, 
who currently reside in Montana, and I 
would like to honor his birthday today 
by taking the time to share some of 
what they shared with me as they work 
tirelessly to bring him home. 

Marc is a dedicated partner to his 
wife Jane, an inspiring dad to his two 
sons Sam and Ethan, and a caring son 
to his 94-year-old mother Malphine. He 
is a committed brother to his sisters 
Anne and Lisa and an uncle to Anne’s 
three children. He is a sports fanatic, a 
fan of Steely Dan, an avid reader, a 
passionate teacher, and a world trav-
eler. If you talk to his family, they will 
tell you about his infectious person-
ality, his love for learning and teach-
ing, and his dedication to community. 
He devoted his life to children, and was 
steadfast in guiding his students to 
learn, grow, and think independently. 
And today, he is marking his 62nd 
birthday not with his loved ones, but in 
Russian prison. 

As we approach the second anniver-
sary of Marc’s detention, it is our duty 
to use all the tools at our disposal to 
bring Marc home. This week, I intro-
duced a bipartisan resolution calling 
for his immediate release, and I am 
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here today to strongly urge the Biden 
administration to prioritize securing 
his release and the State Department 
to designate him as ‘‘wrongfully de-
tained.’’ 

The unjust imprisonment of Marc 
Fogel has gone on far too long. Now, 
we must do everything in our power to 
ensure this innocent American is re-
united with his loved ones, so he can 
spend his next birthday—and many 
after—surrounded by family. 

Happy Birthday, Marc. We will keep 
working to get you home. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MORGAN CASHWELL 

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I 
want to take a moment to recognize a 
dear friend and devoted advocate for 
Maine, my legislative director, Morgan 
Cashwell. She proudly served my office 
and the people of Maine for more than 
8 years. Years filled with sleepless 
nights of vote-a-ramas, preparation for 
committee hearings, and long negotia-
tions. She has been an extraordinary 
leader, an effective policymaker, and a 
wonderful colleague and mentor to so 
many. 

There is never an ‘‘easy’’ time to 
work in Congress, but certainly, there 
have been few times more challenging 
or unpredictable than during the 
COVID–19 pandemic. Taking over as 
legislative director amid regularly 
shifting public health guidance, Mor-
gan was able to maintain a successful 
and efficient legislative team, all while 
keeping morale high and putting Maine 
people first. This leadership—rooted in 
kindness—has made her beloved by ev-
eryone in the office and all those who 
are lucky enough to know her. 

You never want staff who will just 
tell you what you want to hear; that 
was never Morgan. In fact, Morgan em-
bodies the Maine spirit of ‘‘calling ‘em 
like you see ‘em’’ and providing her 
honest advice in even the toughest sit-
uations. I valued her counsel and knew 
it was always guided by an unshakable 
moral compass and a true compassion 
for others. 

Not only is Morgan among the best 
staffers I have had the privilege of 
working with; you could not find a 
more effective legislative director in 
Congress. During her time working for 
Maine, it is not an exaggeration to say 
that Morgan’s steady hand has helped 
shape some our most important recent 
bills. Her impact can be found across 
generational investments in the great 
outdoors, the country’s most signifi-
cant piece of climate legislation, and a 
historic expansion of broadband infra-
structure. 

To cite just one example of many: 
When Maine’s vital and iconic lobster 
industry came under threat last year, 
Morgan led the successful effort to de-
fend the livelihood of thousands of men 
and women who responsibly work the 
water against an otherwise certain eco-
nomic death sentence. Thanks to her 
fierce advocacy, the Maine delegation 
was able to include protection for our 

State’s lobstering communities in the 
2023 omnibus appropriations legisla-
tion, a last-minute addition that might 
not have happened without her dedica-
tion, selfless nature, and tireless deter-
mination to do what was right. 

While I am truly sad to see her go, I 
wish Morgan all the best as she enters 
this next chapter of her career and pro-
foundly thank her and her supportive 
family: husband Keith and her children 
Rory and Reese. 

Morgan, I will be forever grateful for 
your service. Maine, my staff, and the 
entire country are all better for it. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING GROWING HOPE 
GLOBALLY 

∑ Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate the board, staff, 
and supporters of Growing Hope Glob-
ally as they celebrate their commit-
ment to putting their Christian faith 
into practice by helping end hunger 
globally. 

Every day, Growing Hope Globally 
implements grassroots solutions to 
hunger that link rural communities in 
the U.S. with smallholder farmers in 
developing countries. Specifically, 
farmers in the United States tithe a 
portion of their crops to combatting 
global hunger. Their work makes a dif-
ference for so many people, both in the 
United States and around the world. 

This small nonprofit with big ambi-
tions began with the compassion of two 
Ohio farmers and their friends who 
wanted to put their faith into action 
and help build a better world. Over the 
past 25 years, Growing Hope Globally 
has expanded from just one project in 
Stryker, OH, started by Vernon and 
Carol Sloan, to supporting projects in 
21 different States that have served 
more than 2.2 million people. Vernon 
and Carol’s idea was simple but power-
ful: fund agricultural development pro-
grams that support small farmers and 
rural communities through grassroots 
farmer-to-farmer assistance. 

I am inspired by the farmers in Ohio 
and across the Nation who invest their 
profits in agricultural development 
projects that support small farmers in 
countries facing hunger and food inse-
curity. Just last year, Growing Hope 
Globally hosted 130 U.S. projects. They 
oversaw 47 agricultural development 
programs in 30 countries, and they 
helped more than 200,000 people find 
lasting solutions to hunger. 

I am sure my Senate colleagues join 
me in congratulating Growing Hope 
Globally’s 25-year journey. I look for-
ward to supporting this important or-
ganization, and seeing all you will ac-
complish in the next 25 years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DAVID STAMEY 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
have the distinct honor of recognizing 
David Stamey, chief of emergency 

services for Stillwater County, MT, for 
his dedication to keeping his commu-
nity safe, no matter what disaster may 
ensue. 

David has served Stillwater County 
as the chief of emergency services for 
nearly a year and a half, and since as-
suming his position in April of 2022, he 
has managed several disasters that few 
county DES coordinators would see in 
a lifetime. 

Just 2 months after stepping into his 
role, David was tasked with responding 
to historic 500-year flooding through-
out the region. When the substantial 
amount of snow and heavy rainfall 
from earlier that spring met the rap-
idly rising temperatures in June, the 
snowmelt and water runoff sparked im-
mediate flooding throughout the Yel-
lowstone Valley. Agricultural land, 
homes, roads, bridges, and critical in-
frastructure took a significant hit. The 
Sibanye-Stillwater Mine in Nye, the 
world’s only viable platinum and palla-
dium mining operation outside South 
Africa and Russia, was forced to sus-
pend operations for roughly 6 weeks 
due to a road that provided entry to 
the mine being washed out. David con-
tinued to work tirelessly with local, 
State, and Federal partners to ensure 
the road would be restored in a timely 
manner and that his community at 
large remained on a swift path to re-
covery. 

Most recently, a portion of a train 
headed westbound near Reed Point de-
railed while crossing a bridge over the 
Yellowstone River. Thankfully, there 
were no reported injuries, but there 
were multiple railcars submerged in 
the river releasing asphalt down-
stream. About a week later, all of the 
railcars involved in the derailment 
were removed from the scene, and after 
just 28 days post outage, the bridge was 
newly constructed, allowing the first 
train to cross over safely as crews con-
tinue to work diligently to remove re-
maining asphalt from the river. 
Thanks to David’s effective leadership 
and coordination within the Unified 
Command structure, train service was 
restored while never compromising 
anyone’s health or safety. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize 
David Stamey for his unwavering com-
mitment to keeping residents of Still-
water County safe. He has selflessly 
dedicated 30 years of his life to disaster 
and emergency services, and I am con-
fident his passion and expertise in this 
field will benefit folks in Stillwater 
County and across the State of Mon-
tana for years to come. Thank you for 
your continued efforts to keep Mon-
tanans safe, David. You make Montana 
proud.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILLINGS HIGH 
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1973 

∑ Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, today I 
have the honor of congratulating the 
Billings High School class of 1973. 
These graduates grew up in the shadow 
of the Cold War, they all remember the 
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day that President Kennedy was shot, 
and they came of age during a turbu-
lent and restless period of our country. 
They saw protests over Vietnam, civil 
rights, and social unrest. They lived 
through the space race, listening on 
transistor radios as rockets launched 
into space. They memorized the names 
of all the Mercury astronauts, saw men 
land and walk on the moon. Some vet-
erans in the class served through four 
wars, countless interventions, and 
many shows of force. They saw phones 
go from rotary dials with party lines, 
to cell phones and smart watches that 
can access almost any piece of infor-
mation with the touch of a button. 
They saw television go from black and 
white boxes to 85-inch flat screen TVs 
streaming color events live via sat-
ellite around the world. They saw the 
dawn of computers, survived Y2K, and 
lived to see the birth of artificial intel-
ligence. They have lived through two 
different centuries, and they saw and 
embraced more new technology than 
any previous generation. Now in their 
late 60s, they have children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren who 
will lead the country into the next mil-
lennia. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize 
the Billings High School class of 1973 
for their incredible legacy. They have 
etched their name on those majestic 
sandstone rim rocks that grace their 
town.∑ 

f 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
VICKSBURG DISTRICT 

∑ Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
am pleased to recognize the Vicksburg 
District of the U.S. Army Corps of En-
gineers—USACE—for 150 years of ex-
ceptional service to the people of Mis-
sissippi and our Nation. 

Founded in 1873 when Captain Wil-
liam Henry Harrison Benyaurd created 
a USACE office in Monroe, LA, the 
Vicksburg District now covers 68,000 
square miles in Mississippi, Arkansas, 
and Louisiana; nine major river basins; 
278 miles of the Mississippi River; and 
460 miles of mainline Mississippi River 
levees. In 1884, the first permanent 
Vicksburg office was formed by Cap-
tain Eric Bergland. Vicksburg National 
Military Park was largely constructed 
by the Vicksburg District in the early 
1900s. In response to the Great Mis-
sissippi Flood of 1927 and as directed by 
the Flood Control Act of 1928, the 
Vicksburg District designed and imple-
mented an extensive flood control pro-
gram, commonly referred to as the 
Mississippi Rivers and Tributaries— 
MR&T—project, which continues to 
serve the people of Mississippi to this 
day. 

The benefits the Vicksburg District 
brings to Mississippians and the Nation 
are hard to quantify, but should not be 
taken for granted. The average annual 
benefits of the MR&T project alone are 
valued at $1.46 billion, but the positive 
impacts associated with the many wa-

tersheds, ports, locks and dams, res-
ervoirs, and flood control structures 
the district manages go far beyond any 
dollar amount. 

The Vicksburg District continues to 
boast some of the brightest engineering 
minds in the world as it designs, con-
structs, and maintains premier civil 
works projects. In addition to fulfilling 
its mission of flood control, it also ex-
cels in its other mission areas, includ-
ing navigation, hydro-power, recre-
ation, water supply, emergency oper-
ations, and environmental restoration. 
I am grateful for its important work to 
protect the people, economy, and nat-
ural resources of Mississippi, and I look 
forward seeing what the Vicksburg Dis-
trict accomplishes in the future.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO RON CUNNINGHAM 

∑ Ms. LUMMIS. Mr. President, it is my 
privilege to welcome Ron Cunningham 
of Lander, WY, to the Wyoming Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. This induction is 
held during the week of the Wyoming 
State Fair in Douglas, and it is truly 
one of the highest honors to receive 
during one of the best annual events 
Wyoming has to offer. 

To be inducted into the Hall of Fame 
is truly an honor, no matter what pro-
fession you are in. When it comes to 
sports, the Hall of Fame is tradition-
ally reserved for those who were among 
the best at their positions, were an ex-
emplary teammate, treated the game 
with respect, and created a lasting leg-
acy for future generations of fans to 
admire. While the Wyoming Agri-
culture Hall of Fame does not take 
into account how well an individual 
may run, hit, throw, catch, or tackle, 
it instead considers an individual’s 
commitment and dedication to agri-
culture in Wyoming and what they 
have done to help improve and grow 
this essential industry in our State. 
Needless to say, Ron Cunningham 
checks all of those boxes and then 
some. 

Ron has spent his entire lifetime in 
the industry, beginning with his early 
years growing up on a farm in Fremont 
County. This exposure to agriculture 
led Ron to pursue further academic en-
deavors at Casper College and ulti-
mately the University of Wyoming. He 
then discovered that he had a passion 
for sharing his knowledge and experi-
ence with others and moved to Ne-
braska to teach agriculture at a high 
school. Fortunately for all of us in Wy-
oming, Ron decided he wanted to come 
home and took a position on a ranch in 
Ten Sleep. He later accepted a super-
visor position with Weed and Pest. 
After a couple of years, Ron took a job 
with the University of Wyoming Exten-
sion in Fremont County, a position he 
held for 38 years. 

Once Ron was back in Wyoming, he 
became even more involved in so many 
ag-related activities that it really 
would be impossible to name them all. 
He left his impression on just about 
every person he came across, whether 

it was with 4–H and FFA, planning and 
organizing Fremont County Farm and 
Ranch Days, or serving on numerous 
State boards and local civic organiza-
tions. He takes such pride in his work 
and his efforts will help ensure Wyo-
ming agriculture continues to thrive 
for years to come. 

With his decades of service to our 
State, as well as the numerous acco-
lades and accomplishments that he has 
received, it goes without saying that 
he is absolutely worthy of the honor of 
being inducted into the Wyoming Agri-
culture Hall of Fame. I am so pleased 
that Ron will be joining the likes of so 
many others who have done so much 
for agriculture in our state. His legacy 
is something to behold and appreciate. 
I tip my hat to him.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN W. KENNEDY 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
rise today to recognize the tireless ef-
forts of one man to protect and defend 
the beating heart of the American 
economy: our manufacturing industry. 
Over a long career of service, Mr. John 
W. Kennedy of Madison, NJ, has advo-
cated for greater prosperity and eco-
nomic security in the Garden State. In 
particular, I want to thank Mr. Ken-
nedy’s outstanding work at the New 
Jersey Manufacturing Extension Pro-
gram, or NJMEP. 

Since 2012, Mr. Kennedy has led 
NJMEP, first as chief operating officer 
and then as chief executive officer, 
working to advance their mission of 
providing U.S. manufacturers with the 
resources they need to succeed. Sup-
ported by the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology, NJMEP has 
spread innovative technologies and 
best practices across New Jersey, 
boosting operational excellence, inno-
vation and growth, and workforce de-
velopment. 

Studies have shown that for every 
dollar invested into NJMEP, they have 
in turn generated over $13 of added 
value. This remarkable return on in-
vestment goes hand in hand with the 
mission-oriented focus of the program 
which seeks to serve those who serve 
others. Today, Garden State residents 
can thank NJMEP for creating hun-
dreds of thousands of highly skilled 
manufacturing jobs and contributing 
more than $7 billion in economic value. 

Make no mistake, NJMEP has been 
able to succeed thanks to Mr. Ken-
nedy’s shining leadership. When his 
colleagues speak of him, the first thing 
they mention is his signature emails 
fired off every morning at 5:30 AM. 
This unflagging work ethic and unbri-
dled passion for improving the lives of 
those around him is an inspiration to 
us all. He is the reason that NJMEP 
was able to grow from a 12-person oper-
ation to a well-oiled machine of more 
than 50 employees, catapulting it as 
the top-rated manufacturing extension 
program in the country. 

Three years ago, when the first 
COVID wave reached our shores, John 
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and NJMEP were swift in identifying 
critical actions that governments 
could take to shield manufacturers 
from bearing the brunt of the impact. 
Whether it was prioritizing the health 
and equipment needs of frontline work-
ers or advocating for manufacturers to 
be properly deemed as essential busi-
nesses, John’s expertise and decisive 
leadership was invaluable. 

In a similar way, Mr. Kennedy was 
immensely involved when Congress was 
drafting the CHIPS and Science Act 
last year. He provided strategic clarity 
about how to best protect and secure 
our domestic and international supply 
chains, the lifeblood of our Nation’s 
economy. Thanks to him and his in-
sightful recommendations, we included 
provisions in the bill that established a 
National Supply Chain Database, a 
landmark program that accurately 
tracks American manufacturing capa-
bilities and inventories in real time. 
Because of John, our economy is now 
more secure against not only global 
pandemics, but also natural disasters, 
cyberattacks, foreign adversaries, and 
a myriad of other threats. 

Beyond his professional career, Mr. 
Kennedy takes time to give back to the 
community. Prior to serving at 
NJMEP, he founded and sold two man-
ufacturing businesses which provided 
him firsthand knowledge of the sector. 
He has also served on the local and na-
tional executive board for the Boy 
Scouts, the New Jersey Special Olym-
pics, and the board of directors of the 
Park Avenue Club Foundation. 

Today, I join his loving wife Cecelia, 
their son Sean, and all New Jerseyans 
in congratulating Mr. John W. Ken-
nedy on his storied career and selfless 
service. Thanks to his dedicated lead-
ership, not only has our economy cre-
ated untold prosperity, we have also se-
cured that prosperity for future gen-
erations. He is a shining example of 
why ‘‘Made in the USA’’ and ‘‘Made in 
New Jersey’’ are the best labels in the 
world.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHYLLIS SALOWE- 
KAYE 

∑ Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to recognize 
and celebrate Mrs. Phyllis Salowe- 
Kaye, an exemplary leader in New Jer-
sey and a lifelong advocate for social 
and economic justice. 

Born and raised in Bradley Beach, 
Mrs. Salowe-Kaye graduated from As-
bury Park High School and received 
her bachelor of arts in education from 
Boston University. In college, she 
began staging her first political ac-
tions: demonstrating against the Viet-
nam war and starting a ‘‘food fight’’ to 
protest poor cafeteria options. After 
earning her diploma, Phyllis began a 
teaching career in the city of Newark, 
ultimately rising to become a leader in 
the Newark Teachers Union. 

It was in this role advocating for bet-
ter conditions on behalf of her fellow 
educators that a fire was lit inside her. 

After nearly a decade as an elementary 
school teacher, she transitioned to or-
ganizing for more affordable housing. 
First as president of the tenant asso-
ciation in her building, then with the 
local tenants association in the city of 
Orange, and finally as head of the New 
Jersey Tenants Organization, Mrs, 
Salowe-Kaye’s commitment to social 
activism and public advocacy was 
formed. 

For the last 35 years, Mrs. Salowe- 
Kaye has capably led New Jersey Cit-
izen Action—NJCA—the Garden 
State’s largest and oldest multi-issue 
nonprofit organization. As a champion 
for fairness and justice, she has 
brought to the forefront many of the 
quality-of-life issues that are most im-
portant to New Jersey’s residents. 
From healthcare to housing, environ-
mental protections to a living wage, 
Mrs. Salowe-Kaye has consistently 
marshalled the full force of her organi-
zation’s 60,000 members to move the 
needle on issues and push our State 
forward. 

Of her many crowning achievements, 
she has successfully leveraged the Fed-
eral Community Reinvestment Act to 
secure more than $30 billion in commit-
ments from local banks. These com-
mitments have opened doors of oppor-
tunities for thousands of low-income 
families, women, and minorities who 
have been able to access financial tools 
including housing counseling, afford-
able mortgages, and more. 

In addition to her public advocacy 
and leadership in civil society, Mrs. 
Salowe-Kaye has sat on too many 
councils, boards, and task forces to 
list. However, among other roles, she 
has proudly served as a trustee of the 
Teacher’s Pension and Annuity Fund, a 
commissioner for New Jersey’s Public 
Broadcasting Authority, and a member 
of the Federal Reserve Community Ad-
visory Council during the Obama ad-
ministration. 

In 2012, I was honored to recognize 
her work by presenting her with a 
Trailblazer Award at my annual Wom-
en’s History Month celebration. Since 
then, not only has she continued to 
demonstrate visionary leadership, gen-
uine care, and selfless commitment, 
she has also grown the reach and influ-
ence of New Jersey Citizen Action. For 
this and for all she has done to distin-
guish herself as a passionate leader, I 
am honored to recognize her with these 
remarks which will live on forever in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Today, I join her loving husband of 47 
years, Mr. Stewart Kaplowitz; her chil-
dren Joanna and Zachary; and her 
three grandchildren in thanking Mrs. 
Phyllis Salowe-Kaye for her lifelong 
service as a community leader who has 
never stopped fighting for a better New 
Jersey for all.∑ 

f 

NICODEMUS, KANSAS, 145TH HOME-
COMING EMANCIPATION CELE-
BRATION 

∑ Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, this 
weekend, in the town of Nicodemus in 

western Kansas, folks from all over 
will gather to celebrate and commemo-
rate the history of this town. This year 
they will celebrate the 145th Home-
coming Emancipation Celebration. 

Nicodemus holds a unique place in 
American history. In 1877, newly freed 
slaves migrated West determined to 
create a community where freedom and 
equality could flourish. Out of the re-
solve of those early settlers emerged 
Nicodemus. Nicodemus was the first 
Black community west of the Mis-
sissippi River and is the only predomi-
nantly Black community west of the 
Mississippi that remains a living com-
munity today. Far from other towns or 
the railroad, life in Nicodemus wasn’t 
easy, but the early settlers were deter-
mined to build a life for themselves— 
farms, homes, and a community that 
was their own. 

The Homecoming Emancipation Cele-
bration serves as a poignant reminder 
of the significance of the Emancipation 
Proclamation, a proclamation that 
shattered the shackles of slavery and 
ignited the spark of hope and liberty 
across the Nation. Throughout the 
years, the Homecoming Emancipation 
Celebration has been a time of reflec-
tion, remembrance, and unity. Fami-
lies gather to pay homage to their an-
cestors and cherish the sacrifices made 
by those who sought a new life and new 
opportunities. 

The celebration this weekend is a 
time for grandparents to pass down 
stories and memories to the younger 
generations, ensuring that the legacy 
of Nicodemus lives on in the hearts and 
minds of all. I hope that this celebra-
tion is a chance to remember the his-
tory of Nicodemus and celebrate the 
men and women who bravely made the 
journey west to find a place of their 
own. 

I hope anyone passing through west-
ern Kansas will take time to visit 
Nicodemus to learn the history of this 
brave little town on the plains of Kan-
sas.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE STOCKTON 
LIONS CLUB 

∑ Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, today I 
come to the Senate floor to pay tribute 
to the Stockton Lions Club and recog-
nize their contributions to the commu-
nity. This organization has been a part 
of the community since the 1950s, and 
its presence will be missed. 

Lions Club International is the 
world’s largest service organization, 
with more than 1.42 million members 
and 47,000 clubs in over 200 countries. 
In Kansas, 216 clubs serve various com-
munity needs. The international focus 
of the Lions Club is helping the vis-
ually impaired or blind. This cause 
came from Helen Keller at the Inter-
national Convention at Cedar Point, 
OH, in June of 1925. She challenged the 
Lions to be the ‘‘Knights of the Blind.’’ 
From holding eyeglass drop-offs in the 
community, to paying for eye appoint-
ments and glasses, the Stockton Lions 
Club answered this challenge. 
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As a member of the Kansas Lions 

Club for almost 40 years, I have wit-
nessed the hard work and dedication 
these members put forward to serve 
others. At its core, the Lions Club’s 
mission is to empower communities 
through acts of service, and it has 
touched countless lives. Their willing-
ness to devote their time, talents, and 
treasure to helping others is inspiring. 
Over the years, I have enjoyed attend-
ing Lions Clubs meetings in Stockton 
to visit with folks about the issues im-
portant to them. I will miss attending 
the Stockton Lions Club but want to 
take time to remember this commu-
nity organization. The dedicated mem-
bers of the club demonstrated that, to-
gether, they could make a difference in 
their community. 

Whether by sponsoring the annual 
Free Watermelon Feed during the 
Rooks County Fair or taking students 
to the Cosmosphere in Hutchinson, the 
Stockton Lions Club made an incred-
ible impact. Thank you to the Stock-
ton Lions Club members for bettering 
Kansas.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING WATCO COMPANIES 
∑ 1Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
of the creation of Watco Companies. 
Watco is a Pittsburg, KS, based trans-
portation and logistics company that 
demonstrates the very best of Kansas 
work ethic. 

Following the deregulation of the 
railroad industry in October 1980, 
founder Dick Webb saw a niche avail-
able to serve customers in the rail in-
dustry. With no line of credit, Dick 
moved his family to Louisiana, pur-
chased a locomotive, and began an in-
dustrial railcar switching operation. 
The first customer in Louisiana was 
Boise Cascade, a paper manufacturer, 
which is still a Watco customer today. 

A company that started with only 
one locomotive in 1983 has now grown 
to nearly 5,000 employees across North 
America and Australia and is known 
for its world-class management of 
short-line railroads, ports, and depend-
able transportation and supply-chain 
services. Dick Webb laid the founda-
tion for the growth Watco has experi-
enced today. He set the core values of 
the company—humility, integrity, and 
respect for the customer—which has 
translated in Newsweek magazine nam-
ing Watco as one of the top 100 most 
loved places to work in the U.S. in 2022 
and worldwide in 2023. 

Dedication to serving the customers’ 
needs drives Watco’s business model 
and, over the years, has contributed to 
Watco’s expansion. In Kansas, there 
are more than 2,000 miles of short-line 
rail alone, and for the last 40 years, 
Watco has been an integral mover of 
Kansas agricultural commodities such 
as grain and feed products, industrial 
products such as chemicals and liquid 
petroleum gasses, cement, coal, steel, 
and plastics. 

Kansas providers rely on rail trans-
portation to move their products to 

markets across the region. Without ef-
ficient and varied transportation op-
tions, a versatility innate to Watco, 
producers are at a significant disadvan-
tage. Last June, a $375 million soybean 
crushing facility opened in Cherryvale, 
KS, and the South Kansas & Oklahoma 
Railroad, owned and operated by 
Watco, provides services to the facil-
ity, connecting it to the class 1 rail 
network. 

I have been proud to support Watco 
in their applications to the Consoli-
dated Rail Infrastructure and Safety 
Improvement—CRISI—Grant Program, 
not only because of their contributions 
to Kansas businesses, but also the larg-
er impact to the Pittsburg community. 
Watco and the Webb family have made 
it a point to give back to local schools 
and universities, utilizing their plat-
form to contribute graciously to the 
community in numerous philanthropic 
ways. 

Companies like Watco exhibit the ex-
cellence of the Kansas workforce and a 
commitment to delivering quality 
service to their customers. I want to 
congratulate Watco on 40 years of ex-
cellence and reliability and look for-
ward to 40 more years of delivering on 
their promises.∑ 

f 

FERNANDO VALENZUELA’S 
JERSEY RETIREMENT 

Mr. PADILLA. Mr. President, I rise 
today as a proud, lifelong Los Angeles 
Dodgers fan to recognize the achieve-
ments and legacy of Fernando ‘‘El 
Toro’’ Valenzuela, whose jersey will 
soon be retired by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 

Fernando Valenzuela stunned the 
baseball world, captured the hearts of 
millions of Californians, and inspired 
Little League baseball players, future 
Major League Baseball Hall of Famers, 
and Mexican Americans across the 
country to dream big. 

The youngest of 12 children, 
Valenzuela was born and raised in the 
small town of Etchohuaquila, in So-
nora, Mexico. His parents Avelino and 
Maria were poor farmers who worked 
the land with their children. 
Valenzuela learned to play baseball 
from his older brothers and started 
pitching professionally in Mexico at 
the age of 17. Discovered by legendary 
Dodgers scout Mike Brito, Valenzuela 
soon made his Major League debut at 
the age of 19. In 1980, his first season, 
he pitched in relief in 10 games and did 
not surrender a single earned run. 

The 1981 season saw the cultural phe-
nomenon of ‘‘Fernandomania,’’ which 
brought one of the best stretches of 
pitching in Major League Baseball his-
tory. He was on the mound for the 
Dodgers as their opening day starting 
pitcher and proceeded to win his first 
eight starts—at that time, the longest 
such streak since World War II. He fin-
ished the season with 11 complete 
games, 8 shutouts, and a 2.48 ERA. His 
sensational pitching brought packed 
crowds to Dodger Stadium as he cap-

tured the hearts of Los Angeles’ Mexi-
can-American community, and brought 
record crowds to every stadium he 
pitched in across the country. 

During the deciding game 5 of the 
1981 National League Championship Se-
ries against the Expos, Valenzuela 
locked into a grueling pitching duel for 
over eight innings and helped the 
Dodgers win the National League pen-
nant. In game 3 of the 1981 World Se-
ries, Valenzuela pitched a complete 
game against the Yankees and 
jumpstarted a four-game Dodgers win-
ning streak on their way to winning 
the World Series title. 

On a personal note, as a kid growing 
up playing Little League baseball in 
the San Fernando Valley, I remember 
watching Fernando pitch, his iconic 
wind-up with his leg sweeping up chest 
high, his quick glance toward the heav-
ens, and suddenly, El Toro would de-
liver a devastating screwball. 

Valenzuela would go on to pitch for 
the Dodgers for 11 seasons, play for sev-
eral other MLB teams, and even pitch 
in the Mexican Pacific League when he 
was nearly 44 years old. He ended his 
career as a World Series Champion, a 
six-time All-Star, a two-time Silver 
Slugger winner, and a Gold Glove win-
ner. He also became the first player— 
and remains the only player—ever to 
win the Rookie of the Year and Cy 
Young awards in the same season for 
his remarkable 1981 season. And today, 
he remains part of the Dodgers organi-
zation as the color commentator for 
the team’s Spanish language television 
broadcast. 

More than 40 years later, 
Fernandomania lives on. Valenzuela 
continues to bring immense joy and 
pride to the Mexican-American com-
munity in Los Angeles and around the 
country. I am proud that the Dodgers 
will be retiring Valenzuela’s No. 34 jer-
sey, and I am proud to recognize his 
many years of dedication to the Los 
Angeles community and for inspiring 
generations of Latinos to pursue their 
dreams and be champions in their own 
right. 

So now, enshrined in Dodger Stadium 
alongside names like ‘‘Robinson,’’ 
‘‘Koufax,’’ ‘‘Drysdale,’’ ‘‘Hodges,’’ and 
‘‘Snider,’’ finally, a new number will 
hang forever—34, for Valenzuela. 

f 

REMEMBERING EUGENE ‘‘GUS’’ 
NEWPORT 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I wish 
to commemorate the life of Gus New-
port, a long-time champion for human 
rights and advocate for racial and eco-
nomic justice, who passed away on 
June 17, 2023. 

Gus will be remembered as a true 
progressive activist, having worked as 
the mayor of Berkeley, CA, as a mem-
ber on the leadership committee of the 
National Council of Elders, the vice 
president from the U.S. to the World 
Peace Council serving on the United 
Nations Committee against Apartheid 
and the Committee on the Question of 
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Palestine, as a member of the Unity 
Reform Commission, and the board 
president for the Middle East Chil-
dren’s Alliance, among others. 

I first met Gus when I was mayor of 
Burlington, VT, and I am proud to have 
called him my friend for the past 40 
years. In addition to his work, Gus’ 
family was important to him. As he 
said many times, his mom was his first 
role model, and the aspiration for his 
work came from his grandmother. At 
an early age, Gus immersed himself in 
local, national, and global politics. 

Throughout his life, Gus worked 
alongside civil rights leaders and polit-
ical activists including Malcolm X, An-
gela Davis, and Danny Glover. His ac-
complishments span from 
groundbreaking political initiatives 
and the implementation of critical 
community economic development pro-
grams, to global solidarity. 

As mayor, Gus led the city of Berke-
ley to divest from apartheid South Af-
rica, making them the first city in the 
U.S. to do so. Additionally, he created 
a domestic partner benefits program 
for LGBTQ+ families and childcare ini-
tiatives to aid working women. Gus 
also worked on affordable housing pro-
grams, rent control, policing reforms, 
environmental protections, and com-
munity development. 

In whatever task he took on, Gus 
worked with his whole heart and a deep 
sense of solidarity for humanity. As 
Gus said, ‘‘We need to come back to 
what Martin [Luther King Jr.] called 
Building the Beloved Community-help-
ing communities address education, in-
carceration, mental and physical 
health in an integrated and systematic 
way. If we want a better future for the 
next generation, we need to build a 
movement that is strategic and con-
stant!’’ 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Gus Newport for his tireless 
work on behalf of our communities and 
citizens. 

May the memory of Gus Newport be 
a blessing.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Stringer, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:11 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 

Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 3395. An act to direct the Chairman of 
the Federal Maritime Commission to seek to 
enter into an agreement with a federally 
funded research and development center to 
evaluate foreign ownership of marine termi-
nals at the 15 largest United States con-
tainer ports, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3399. An act to study the security of 
the Soo Locks and effects on the supply 
chain resulting from a malfunction or failure 
of the Soo Locks, and for other purposes. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

At 4:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bills: 

H.R. 423. An act to take certain land lo-
cated in San Diego County, California, into 
trust for the benefit of the Pala Band of Mis-
sion Indians, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3672. An act to designate the clinic of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in Indian 
River, Michigan, as the ‘‘Pfc. Justin T. 
Paton Department of Veterans Affairs Clin-
ic’’. 

H.R. 4004. An act to approve and imple-
ment the Agreement between the American 
Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Representative Office in the 
United States regarding Trade between the 
United States of America and Taiwan, and 
for other purposes. 

The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mrs. MURRAY). 

At 5 p.m., a message from the House 
of Representatives, delivered by Mrs. 
Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to section 
201(a)(2) of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974, and upon recommendations 
by the House and Senate Budget Com-
mittees, the Speaker and the President 
pro tempore of the Senate hereby joint-
ly appoint the following individual to 
the Congressional Budget Office for the 
term expiring January 3, 2027: Dr. Phil-
lip Swagel, Director. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 3395. An act to direct the Chairman of 
the Federal Maritime Commission to seek to 
enter into an agreement with a federally 
funded research and development center to 
evaluate foreign ownership of marine termi-
nals at the 15 largest United States con-
tainer ports, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

H.R. 3399. An act to study the security of 
the Soo Locks and effects on the supply 
chain resulting from a malfunction or failure 
of the Soo Locks, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–1734. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘FINAL 
REGULATIONS: Improving Income Driven 
Repayment for the William D. Ford Federal 
Direct Loan Program and the Federal Fam-
ily Education Loan (FFEL) Program’’ 
(RIN1840–AD81) received in the Office of the 
President pro tempore of the Senate; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–1735. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, Department of 
Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Improve Tracking of 
Workplace Injuries and Illnesses’’ (RIN1218– 
AD40) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–1736. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Tart Cherries Grown in the States 
of Michigan, New York, Pennsylvania, Or-
egon, Utah, Washington, and Wisconsin; As-
sessment Rate Increase’’ (Docket No. AMS– 
SC–22–0068) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC–1737. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Washington Apricots; Termination 
of Marketing Order’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC– 
21–0061) received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–1738. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Preserving Trust Benefits Under 
the Packers and Stockyards Act’’ ((RIN0581– 
AE01) (Docket No. AMS–FTPP–21–0015)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1739. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘United States Standards for Soy-
beans’’ (Docket No. AMS–AMS–22–0083) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1740. A communication from the Chair-
man, Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Corporation’s annual report for calendar 
year 2022; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1741. A communication from the Chair-
man, Farm Credit System Insurance Cor-
poration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Corporation’s annual report for calendar 
year 2022 received in the Office of the Presi-
dent pro tempore; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1742. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a semiannual re-
port entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of Contributions 
for Defense Programs, Projects, and Activi-
ties; Defense Cooperation Account’’ and a 
semiannual listing of personal property con-
tributed by coalition partners; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–1743. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
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the national emergency with respect to the 
situation in Mali that was declared in Execu-
tive Order 13882 of July 26, 2019; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–1744. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, a report of the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Leb-
anon that was originally declared in Execu-
tive Order 13441 of August 1, 2007; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC–1745. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hazardous Waste 
Generator Improvements Rule, the Haz-
ardous Waste Pharmaceuticals Rule, and the 
Definition of Solid Waste Rule; Technical 
Correction’’ ((RIN2050–AH23) (FRL No. 8687– 
02–OLEM)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1746. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Removal of Title V 
Emergency Affirmative Defense Provisions 
from State Operating Permit Programs and 
Federal Operating Permit Program’’ 
((RIN2060–AV39) (FRL No. 8961–02–OAR)) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–1747. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Approval and 
Promulgation of Implementation Plans; 
Montana; Libby 1997 Annual PM2.5 Limited 
Maintenance Plan and Redesignation Re-
quest’’ (FRL No. 10454–02–R8) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC–1748. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Wisconsin; Emissions Reporting and Infra-
structure SIP Requirements’’ (FRL No. 
10638–02–R5) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1749. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Virginia; Startup, Shutdown, and Malfunc-
tion Amendments to Facility and Control 
Equipment Maintenance or Malfunction Reg-
ulations; Correction’’ (FRL No. 10907–03–R3) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC–1750. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Director of the Regulatory Manage-
ment Division, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Air Plan Approval; 
Michigan; DTE River Rouge’’ (FRL No. 
10954–02–R5) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1751. A communication from the Presi-
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the President’s report to Con-
gress relative to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior’s certification under section 8 of the 

Fisherman’s Protective Act of 1967, as 
amended (the ‘‘Pelly Amendment’’) (22 
U.S.C. 1978) that nationals of Mexico are en-
gaging in trade or taking of totoaba and 
vaquita that diminishes the effectiveness of 
the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES); to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–1752. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–171, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2023 Revised 
Local Budget Adjustment Temporary Act of 
2023’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1753. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–176, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2024 Budget 
Support Act of 2023’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1754. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–81, ‘‘Marion Barry Avenue 
Designation Act of 2023’’; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1755. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–161, ‘‘Fiscal Year 2024 Local 
Budget Act of 2023’’; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1756. A communication from the Agen-
cy Representative, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Changes to the Representation of 
Others Before the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office’’ (RIN0651–AD58) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

EC–1757. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Congressional and Leg-
islative Affairs, Small Business Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Small Business In-
vestment Company Investment Diversifica-
tion and Growth’’ (RIN3245–AH90) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 27, 2023; to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship. 

EC–1758. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘VA Vocational Rehabilitation and Employ-
ment Nomenclature Change for Position 
Title—Revision’’ (RIN2900–AQ11) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 27, 2023; to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

EC–1759. A communication from the Regu-
lation Development Coordinator, Office of 
Regulation Policy and Management, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Names for National Cemeteries and Fea-
tures’’ (RIN2900–AR81) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 27, 
2023; to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

EC–1760. A communication from the Attor-
ney-Advisor, Office of General Counsel, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to a va-
cancy in the position of Administrator, Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation, received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–1761. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Securities and Exchange Com-

mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Money Market 
Fund Reforms; Form PF Reporting Require-
ments for Large Liquidity Fund Advisers; 
Technical Amendments to Form N–CSR and 
Form N–1A’’ (RIN3235–AM80) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1762. A communication from the Biolo-
gist of the Branch of Domestic Listing, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte-
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Threatened 
Species Status With Section 4(d) Rule for 
Western Fanshell and ’Ouachita’ Fanshell 
and Designation of Critical Habitat’’ 
(RIN1018–BE79) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–1763. A communication from the 
Branch Chief of the Publications and Regula-
tions Branch, Internal Revenue Service, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Carryback of Consolidated Net Operating 
Losses’’ (RIN1545–BP84) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on July 27, 
2023; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1764. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘The Ad-
ministration, Cost, and Impact of the Qual-
ity Improvement Organization Program for 
Medicare Beneficiaries for Fiscal Year 2020’’; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1765. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant Administrator, Bureau for 
Management, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Acquisition 
Regulation: Foreign Tax Reporting, Con-
ference Planning, and Trade and Investment 
Activities’’ (RIN0412–AB04) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

EC–1766. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist of the United States, National 
Archives and Records Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Creation and Maintenance of Fed-
eral Records’’ (RIN3095–AC08) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on July 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC–1767. A communication from the Coun-
sel to the Inspector General, Office of Inspec-
tor General, General Services Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
relative to a vacancy in the position of In-
spector General, General Services Adminis-
tration, received in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–1768. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Governance Re-
quirements for Derivatives Clearing Organi-
zations’’ (RIN3038–AF15) received in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 
27, 2023; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–1769. A communication from the Sanc-
tions Regulations Advisor, Office of Foreign 
Assets Control, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Hostages and Wrongful De-
tention Sanctions Regulations’’ received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
July 27, 2023; to the Committee on Banking , 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1770. A communication from the Chair-
man, National Credit Union Administration, 
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transmitting, pursuant to law, the Adminis-
tration’s 2022 annual report on Minority De-
pository Institutions received in the Office 
of the President pro tempore; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–1771. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘2023 National Ex-
port Strategy’’; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–1772. A communication from the Senior 
Regulations Writer, Office of Regulations 
and Reports Clearance, Social Security Ad-
ministration, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revised Med-
ical Criteria for Evaluating Digestive Dis-
orders and Skin Disorders’’ (RIN0960–AG65) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC–1773. A communication from the United 
States Trade Representative, Executive Of-
fice of the President, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the 2023 Trade Policy Agenda and 2022 
Annual Report of the President of the United 
States on the Trade Agreements Program; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–1774. A communication from the Dep-
uty Assistant General Counsel for Regu-
latory Affairs, Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Benefit Pay-
ments and Allocation of Assets’’ (RIN1212– 
AB27) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC–1775. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Annual 
Report to Congress on the Prevention and 
Reduction of Underage Drinking 2022’’; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC–1776. A communication from the Dep-
uty Archivist of the United States, National 
Archives and Records Administration, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Federal Records Management: 
Digitizing Permanent Records and Review-
ing Records Schedules’’ (RIN3095–AB99) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on July 27, 2023; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1777. A communication from the Vice 
President of External Affairs, U.S. Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Depart-
ment’s fiscal year 2022 annual report relative 
to the Notification and Federal Employee 
Antidiscrimination and Retaliation Act of 
2002 (No FEAR Act); to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

EC–1778. A communication from the Chair-
man of the Council of the District of Colum-
bia, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
on D.C. Act 25–173, ‘‘Expanding Access to 
Fertility Treatment Amendment Act of 
2023’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 

The following petition or memorial 
was laid before the Senate and was re-
ferred or ordered to lie on the table as 
indicated: 

POM–34. A concurrent resolution adopted 
by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio 
urging the President of the United States to 
rescind the Federal Housing Finance Agen-
cy’s new loan-level price adjustments 

(LLPAs) for purchase, rate-term refinance, 
and cash-out refinance loans; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 115 

Whereas, The Federal Housing Finance 
Agency announced a new fee structure for 
purchase, rate-term refinance, and cash-out 
refinance loans that will take effect on May 
1, 2023; and 

Whereas, The new fee structure reduces or 
eliminates fees for first-time and low-income 
homebuyers, but would significantly in-
crease fees for borrowers with moderate in-
comes and higher credit scores; and 

Whereas, These increased fees, combined 
with higher mortgage interest rates, could 
inhibit the ability of middle class Ohioans to 
afford a home or to obtain a loan to main-
tain or improve their current home; and 

Whereas, The increased fees could have a 
significant chilling effect on the real estate 
market in Ohio and create greater uncer-
tainty for both buyers and sellers; now 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, the members of Ohio 
Senate of the 135th General Assembly, call 
upon the President of the United States to 
rescind the new loan-level price adjustments 
for purchase, rate-term refinance, and cash- 
out refinance loans and, should the President 
refuse, call upon the Unites States Congress 
to intervene; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Senate 
transmit duly authenticated copies of this 
resolution to the President of the United 
States, the President Pro Tempore and Clerk 
of the United States Senate, the Speaker and 
Clerk of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, each member of the Ohio con-
gressional delegation, and the new media of 
Ohio. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. TESTER, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, without amendment: 

S. 2587. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 118–81). 

By Mr. PETERS, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1868. A bill to require an interagency 
study to produce a security assessment proc-
ess on adjacent space to high-security leased 
space to accommodate a Federal agency, and 
for other purposes (Rept. No. 118–82). 

By Mr. MERKLEY, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, without amendment: 

S. 2605. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Interior, en-
vironment, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes (Rept. No. 118–83). 

By Ms. BALDWIN, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, without amendment: 

S. 2624. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes (Rept. 
No. 118–84). 

By Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on 
Appropriations, without amendment: 

S. 2625. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 118– 
85). 

By Mr. HEINRICH, from the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Joint Economic 
Committee on the 2023 Economic Report of 
the President’’ (Rept. No. 118–86). 

By Mr. SANDERS, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment: 

S. 133. A bill to extend the National Alz-
heimer’s Project. 

By Mr. SANDERS, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
without amendment: 

S. 134. A bill to require an annual budget 
estimate for the initiatives of the National 
Institutes of Health pursuant to reports and 
recommendations made under the National 
Alzheimer’s Project Act. 

S. 1855. A bill to reauthorize the Special 
Diabetes Program for Type 1 Diabetes and 
the Special Diabetes Program for Indians. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and 
Mr. KENNEDY): 

S. 2555. A bill to amend the Animal Welfare 
Act to expand and improve the enforcement 
capabilities of the Attorney General, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 2556. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to ensure Medicaid cov-
erage of mental health services and primary 
care services furnished on the same day; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. WELCH: 
S. 2557. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to eliminate interest on 
student loans, establish the Education Af-
fordability Trust Fund, increase annual and 
aggregate loan limits, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
HOEVEN): 

S. 2558. A bill to reauthorize the Joint 
Chiefs Landscape Restoration Partnership 
program, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. KING, Ms. SMITH, 
Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. 
BALDWIN, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 2559. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to establish a stewardship 
fee on the production and importation of 
opioid pain relievers, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
YOUNG): 

S. 2560. A bill to address and support re-
search on Long COVID; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 2561. A bill to provide greater controls 
and restrictions on revolving door lobbying; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. DAINES, Mr. 
CRAMER, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2562. A bill to require ports of entry 
along the northern border to remain open as 
many hours per day as they were open prior 
to the COVID–19 pandemic; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs. 
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By Mrs. MURRAY (for herself and Ms. 

CORTEZ MASTO): 
S. 2563. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-

trition Act of 2008 to allow for dual enroll-
ment in the supplemental nutrition assist-
ance program and the food distribution pro-
gram on Indian reservations; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr. 
BRAUN): 

S. 2564. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to address emissions of certain 
greenhouse gasses and carbon storage 
through conservation incentive contracts; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. WYDEN, 
and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2565. A bill to remove linguistic barriers 
to participation in Gun Violence Prevention 
Strategies; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 2566. A bill to reauthorize certain provi-
sions of the Prioritizing Resources and Orga-
nization for Intellectual Property Act of 
2008, to create a new grant program to fund 
legal aid programs to assist small businesses 
to protect intellectual property, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Ms. 
BALDWIN): 

S. 2567. A bill to amend the Computer 
Crime Enforcement Act to reauthorize the 
State grant program for training and pros-
ecution of computer crimes, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
CARPER): 

S. 2568. A bill to require State field offices 
of the National Resources Conservation 
Service to give preference to in-State appli-
cants; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. COTTON, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 2569. A bill to amend the Controlled Sub-
stances Act to clarify that the possession, 
sale, purchase, importation, exportation, or 
transportation of drug testing equipment 
that tests for the presence of fentanyl or 
xylazine is not unlawful; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Mr. 
FETTERMAN): 

S. 2570. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Trade Act of 1978 to provide technical assist-
ance to improve infrastructure in foreign 
markets for United States agricultural com-
modities; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. CRAPO, 
and Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 2571. A bill to provide for determination 
of the grizzly bear species consistent with 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 
CASSIDY): 

S. 2572. A bill to amend the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 to 
authorize the Secretary of Commerce to 
make predevelopment grants, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. 2573. A bill to exempt juveniles from the 
requirements for suits by prisoners, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself and Ms. 
SINEMA): 

S. 2574. A bill to amend the Family and 
Medical Leave Act of 1993, to repeal certain 
limits on leave for married individuals em-
ployed by the same employer; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
WELCH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. DURBIN, and Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN): 

S. 2575. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to provide increased protec-
tions for election workers and voters in elec-
tions for Federal office, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. LEE, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2576. A bill to amend section 2702 of title 
18, United States Code, to prevent law en-
forcement and intelligence agencies from ob-
taining subscriber or customer records in ex-
change for anything of value, to address 
communications and records in the posses-
sion of intermediary internet service pro-
viders, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. WELCH, and Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2577. A bill to amend the Food, Con-
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 to improve 
the Gus Schumacher nutrition incentive pro-
gram, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 
S. 2578. A bill to amend the Emergency 

Food Assistance Act of 1983 to allow certain 
States to directly purchase commodities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. HIRONO: 
S. 2579. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-

trition Act of 2008 to exclude from income 
certain funds received under the Social Secu-
rity Act; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. KING (for himself, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 2580. A bill to support programs for mos-
quito-borne and other vector-borne disease 
surveillance and control; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mr. RISCH, and Mr. 
MERKLEY): 

S. 2581. A bill to extend the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act of 2000; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Mr. 
WYDEN, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2582. A bill to establish an integrated re-
search, education, and extension competitive 
grant program and scholarship grant pro-
gram for certain Asian American and Native 
American Pacific Islander-serving agricul-
tural institutions, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2583. A bill to ban new corporate owner-

ship of agricultural land, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Mr. 
BOOZMAN): 

S. 2584. A bill to establish a commission on 
long-term care; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 

BLUMENTHAL, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. 
WYDEN): 

S. 2585. A bill to establish the National Of-
fice of New Americans within the Executive 
Office of the President, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Ms. 
SMITH, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2586. A bill to address prescription drug 
shortages and improve the quality of pre-
scription drugs, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 2587. An original bill making appropria-

tions for the Department of Defense for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes; from the Committee on Ap-
propriations; placed on the calendar. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 2588. A bill to amend the Food Security 

Act of 1985 to create permanent payments 
within the environmental quality incentives 
program for soil health practices and carbon 
sequestration monitoring, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. KING, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
WELCH, and Mr. LUJÁN): 

S. 2589. A bill to amend the Research Fa-
cilities Act and the Agricultural Research, 
Extension, and Education Reform Act of 1998 
to address deferred maintenance at agricul-
tural research facilities, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2590. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide additional funding for 
the Commissioned Corps of the Public Health 
Service; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. CASEY, and Mr. 
LUJÁN): 

S. 2591. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to 
improve the Office of Urban Agriculture and 
Innovative Production, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mr. SANDERS): 

S. 2592. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to require nationwide consumer 
reporting agencies, upon request, to use the 
current legal name of a consumer on con-
sumer reports, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR: 
S. 2593. A bill to amend the Omnibus Crime 

Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to mod-
ify the provisions relating to treatment 
courts; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself and Mr. 
LUJÁN): 

S. 2594. A bill to amend the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to improve 
the Rural Energy for America Program, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself, Mr. LUJÁN, 
and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. 2595. A bill to provide standing author-
ity and accountability for the Secretary of 
Agriculture and senior leadership of the De-
partment of Agriculture to improve the equi-
table availability and distribution of serv-
ices and program benefits to the people of 
the United States, and for other purposes; to 
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the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
CORNYN): 

S. 2596. A bill to provide first-time, low- 
level, nonviolent simple possession offenders 
an opportunity to expunge records of disposi-
tion after successful completion of court-im-
posed probation; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
GRAHAM): 

S. 2597. A bill to amend the Clayton Act to 
establish a new Federal commission to regu-
late digital platforms, including with respect 
to competition, transparency, privacy, and 
national security; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. FETTERMAN, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 2598. A bill to amend the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act to modify whole farm revenue 
protection, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. WHITEHOUSE (for himself, Mr. 
MARKEY, and Mr. WELCH): 

S. 2599. A bill to impose surcharges on pri-
vate jet travel and certain first class and 
business tickets, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Ms. SMITH: 
S. 2600. A bill to establish a grant program 

to provide amounts to public housing agen-
cies to install automatic sprinkler systems 
in public housing, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2601. A bill to provide for the protection 
of agricultural workers, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr. LEE, 
and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 2602. A bill to limit the scope of regula-
tions issued by the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to control communicable 
diseases, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Mr. MARSHALL, and Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR): 

S. 2603. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to streamline conservation prac-
tice standards, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
SCHUMER): 

S. 2604. A bill to amend the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 to 
provide grants for outdoor recreation 
projects to spur economic development, with 
a focus on rural communities, and to provide 
training for rural communities on funding 
opportunities for outdoor recreation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Envi-
ronment and Public Works. 

By Mr. MERKLEY: 
S. 2605. An original bill making appropria-

tions for the Department of the Interior, en-
vironment, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and for 
other purposes; from the Committee on Ap-
propriations; placed on the calendar. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
SANDERS, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 2606. A bill to amend section 249 of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to render 
available to certain long-term residents of 
the United States the benefit under that sec-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself and Mrs. 
FISCHER): 

S. 2607. A bill to provide for the establish-
ment of a process for the review of rules and 
sets of rules, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. SMITH, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
PADILLA): 

S. 2608. A bill to provide for the long-term 
improvement of public school facilities, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mr. BARRASSO (for himself, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. RISCH, and 
Mr. CRAMER): 

S. 2609. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to increase the dollar limi-
tation for the election to expense certain de-
preciable business assets; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mr. BROWN): 

S. 2610. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to modify payment and other lim-
itations for commodity programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms. 
COLLINS, and Mr. KING): 

S. 2611. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to expand the snow survey and 
water supply forecasting program to serve 
the Northeastern United States; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Ms. ERNST: 
S. 2612. A bill to establish a competitive 

bidding process for the relocation of the 
headquarters of Executive agencies, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 2613. A bill to modify certain technical 

data rights with respect to contracts; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Mr. 
MORAN): 

S. 2614. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to expand the provision of farmer- 
led technical assistance, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. MURKOWSKI (for herself and 
Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 2615. A bill to amend the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act to provide that Vil-
lage Corporations shall not be required to 
convey land in trust to the State of Alaska 
for the establishment of Municipal Corpora-
tions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCHMITT: 
S. 2616. A bill to provide for a right of ac-

tion against Federal employees for viola-
tions of rights secured by the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. RUBIO: 
S. 2617. A bill to prohibit the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services from restricting 
direct access by health care facilities to 
medical countermeasures; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 2618. A bill to rename the Office of Tech-
nology Assessment as the Congressional Of-

fice of Technology, to revise the functions 
and duties of the Office, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. HIRONO (for herself and Mr. 
WICKER): 

S. 2619. A bill to amend the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 to eliminate the prohibi-
tion on indirect costs with respect to aqua-
culture assistance, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. VAN HOLLEN (for himself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 2620. A bill to establish the Chesapeake 
National Recreation Area as a unit of the 
National Park System, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources. 

By Mr. CRUZ (for himself, Mr. RISCH, 
and Mr. BRAUN): 

S. 2621. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand and improve 
health savings accounts, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. CRUZ: 
S. 2622. A bill to clarify the application of 

the appointment and confirmation require-
ments for the Director of the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. ROUNDS: 
S. 2623. A bill to require the Secretary of 

the Treasury to harmonize the effective 
dates of all rules that the Secretary is re-
quired to issue under the Corporate Trans-
parency Act, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Ms. BALDWIN: 
S. 2624. An original bill making appropria-

tions for the Departments of Labor, Health 
and Human Services, and Education, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes; from 
the Committee on Appropriations; placed on 
the calendar. 

By Mr. MURPHY: 
S. 2625. An original bill making appropria-

tions for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending September 30, 
2024, and for other purposes; from the Com-
mittee on Appropriations; placed on the cal-
endar. 

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Mr. 
PADILLA): 

S. 2626. A bill to impose sanctions with re-
spect to the Supreme Leader of Iran and the 
President of Iran and their respective offices 
for human rights abuses and support for ter-
rorism; to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Ms. CANTWELL, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STA-
BENOW, Ms. WARREN, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MERKLEY, 
Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2627. A bill to amend the Employee Re-
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to pro-
vide for greater spousal protection under de-
fined contribution plans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. ROUNDS: 
S. 2628. A bill to amend title 31, United 

States Code, to require the Director of the 
Financial Crimes Enforcement Network of 
the Department of the Treasury to be ap-
pointed by the President and confirmed by 
the Senate, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. LEE (for himself and Mr. SCOTT 
of Florida): 
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S. 2629. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-

cation Act of 1965 to provide for fiscal ac-
countability, to require institutions of high-
er education to publish information regard-
ing student success, to provide for school ac-
countability for student loans, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and Mr. 
WARNER): 

S. 2630. A bill to establish the Shenandoah 
Mountain National Scenic Area in the State 
of Virginia, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. WICKER): 

S. 2631. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to require the Secretary of Agri-
culture to establish the forest conservation 
easement program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. MORAN): 

S. 2632. A bill to improve visa processing 
times, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. FETTERMAN: 
S. 2633. A bill to amend the Packers and 

Stockyard Act, 1921, to provide administra-
tive enforcement authority over live poultry 
dealers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER (for himself 
and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2634. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration to establish a program to ac-
quire and disseminate commercial Earth ob-
servation data and imagery in order to sat-
isfy the scientific, operational, and edu-
cational requirements of the Administra-
tion, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mr. RICKETTS): 

S. 2635. A bill to require the Administrator 
of the Environmental Protection Agency to 
ensure that flexible fuel vehicles may use 
certain gram per mile carbon dioxide values 
for purposes of determining fleet average 
carbon dioxide standards for certain vehi-
cles; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, and Mr. MERKLEY): 

S. 2636. A bill to amend the Watershed Pro-
tection and Flood Prevention Act to improve 
that Act, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
TILLIS, and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 2637. A bill to develop a scenario-based 
training curriculum for law enforcement per-
sonnel, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. WELCH, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. COONS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Ms. WARREN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. REED, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. WYDEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
and Mr. SULLIVAN): 

S. 2638. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to build safer, 
thriving communities, and save lives, by in-
vesting in effective community-based vio-
lence reduction initiatives, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 2639. A bill to amend the Public Health 

Service Act to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to carry out ac-
tivities to establish, expand, and sustain a 
public health nursing workforce, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. 
TILLIS, and Mr. BOOZMAN): 

S. 2640. A bill to amend the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006 to re-
authorize the Fugitive Safe Surrender Pro-
gram; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, Mr. KING, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
WARNER, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. 2641. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to extend the publicly trad-
ed partnership ownership structure to energy 
power generation projects and transpor-
tation fuels, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. MORAN: 
S. 2642. A bill to amend the Federal Finan-

cial Institutions Examination Council Act of 
1978 to improve the examination of deposi-
tory institutions, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. LUJÁN (for himself and Mr. 
MARSHALL): 

S. 2643. A bill to amend the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act to modify eligibility for pre-
vented planting insurance under certain 
drought conditions, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. COONS, 
and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2644. A bill to establish standards for 
trauma kits purchased using funds provided 
under the Edward Byrne Memorial Justice 
Assistance Grant Program; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. SANDERS, and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2645. A bill to reduce the health risks of 
heat by establishing the National Integrated 
Heat Health Information System within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and the National Integrated Heat 
Health Information System Interagency 
Committee to improve extreme heat pre-
paredness, planning, and response, requiring 
a study, and establishing financial assistance 
programs to address heat effects, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. PADILLA, Mrs. MURRAY, 
and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 2646. A bill to expand access to health 
care services for immigrants by removing 
legal and policy barriers to health insurance 
coverage, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. 
DAINES): 

S. 2647. A bill to improve research and data 
collection on stillbirths, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Ms. 
HIRONO): 

S. 2648. A bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to treat certain individuals who 
served in Vietnam as a member of the armed 
forces of the Republic of Korea as a veteran 
of the Armed Forces of the United States for 
purposes of the provision of health care by 
the Department of Veterans Affairs; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. TESTER: 
S. 2649. A bill to improve community care 

provided by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. HICKENLOOPER: 
S. 2650. A bill to establish a Commission on 

the Federal Regulation of Cannabis to study 
a prompt and plausible pathway to the Fed-
eral regulation of cannabis, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
MERKLEY, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 2651. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Labor to establish a pilot program to provide 
grants for job guarantee programs; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself, 
Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. REED, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. 
WARREN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. WELCH, 
Mr. CASEY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. SANDERS, 
and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 2652. A bill to amend chapter 44 of title 
18, United States Code, to ensure that all 
firearms are traceable, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN: 
S. 2653. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-

enue Code of 1986 to modify certain rules ap-
plicable to qualified small issue manufac-
turing bonds, to expand certain exceptions to 
the private activity bond rules for first-time 
farmers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

By Mr. PADILLA: 
S. 2654. A bill to increase efficiency and 

conservation in public water systems, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
vironment and Public Works. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 2655. A bill to require certain entities to 

submit to Congress information on the Basel 
Committee on Bank Supervision, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. VANCE: 
S. 2656. A bill to require aliens seeking ad-

mission to the United States as non-
immigrants to pay a bond or cash payment 
and to impose penalties on such aliens who 
fail to timely depart the United States, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

By Mr. MARKEY: 
S. 2657. A bill to provide for green and re-

silient health care infrastructure, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. BOOKER: 
S. 2658. A bill to prohibit a court from 

awarding damages based on race, ethnicity, 
gender, religion, or actual or perceived sex-
ual orientation, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr. 
WELCH, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2659. A bill to provide increased finan-
cial assistance for farmers’ markets and 
farmers’ market nutrition programs, to in-
crease local agricultural production through 
food bank in-house production and local 
farmer contracting, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
WELCH, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. WARREN, 
and Ms. HASSAN): 

S. 2660. A bill to direct restoration and pro-
tection efforts of the 5-State Connecticut 
River Watershed region, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 
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By Mr. BRAUN (for himself, Mr. 

LANKFORD, and Mr. CRUZ): 
S. 2661. A bill to curtail the use of changes 

in mandatory programs affecting the Crime 
Victims Fund to inflate spending; to the 
Committee on the Budget. 

By Mr. WYDEN: 
S. 2662. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Agriculture to carry out certain activities 
relating to research for wood products, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. BENNET (for himself and Mr. 
BUDD): 

S. 2663. A bill to amend the Rural Elec-
trification Act of 1936 to reform broadband 
permitting, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Ms. ERNST (for herself, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. YOUNG): 

S. 2664. A bill to prohibit the suspension of 
collections on loans made to small busi-
nesses related to COVID–19, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and Ms. 
COLLINS): 

S. 2665. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Defense to provide to firefighters of the De-
partment of Defense medical testing and re-
lated services to detect and prevent certain 
cancers; to the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
MULLIN): 

S. 2666. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act, the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974, and the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for require-
ments for electronic-prescribing for con-
trolled substances under group health plans 
and group and individual health insurance 
coverage; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. LUJÁN: 
S. 2667. A bill to amend the Agricultural 

Marketing Act of 1946 to include support for 
sustainable fibers in the Local Agriculture 
Market Program, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself and 
Mr. FETTERMAN): 

S. 2668. A bill to amend the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act to reform 
farm loans, to amend the Department of Ag-
riculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to re-
form the National Appeals Division process, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Mr. MAR-
SHALL, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. GRA-
HAM): 

S. 2669. A bill to require the Financial 
Crimes Enforcement Network to issue guid-
ance on digital assets, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, and Ms. WARREN): 

S. 2670. A bill to regulate market con-
centration and competition in the food and 
agriculture industry, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 
THUNE, Mr. LEE, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 2671. A bill to prohibit the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration from issuing a rule or pro-
mulgating a regulation requiring certain ve-
hicles to be equipped with speed limiting de-
vices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

By Ms. SMITH (for herself and Ms. COL-
LINS): 

S. 2672. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to develop a 
strategic framework to improve the develop-
ment and distribution of diagnostic tests in 
response to chemical, biological, radio-
logical, or nuclear threats; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and 
Mr. RISCH): 

S. 2673. A bill to ensure European, includ-
ing Ukrainian, energy security, protect, 
modernize, and rebuild European energy re-
sources and infrastructure according to ac-
cepted principles of international good gov-
ernance, and support European efforts to re-
duce the reliance of allied European coun-
tries on imported Russian energy resources, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. WAR-
NER, Mr. CRAPO, and Mr. WARNOCK): 

S. 2674. A bill amend the Community De-
velopment Banking and Financial Institu-
tions Act of 1994 to increase transparency 
and accountability regarding the operations 
of the Community Development Financial 
Institutions Fund; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. BUDD: 
S. 2675. A bill to clarify minimum altitudes 

for go-arounds, inspection passes, practice 
approaches, and qualified instrument ap-
proaches, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Mrs. CAPITO): 

S. 2676. A bill to require executive agencies 
and Federal courts to comply with address 
confidentiality programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
KENNEDY, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. RISCH, 
and Ms. HIRONO): 

S. 2677. A bill to improve certain programs 
of the Small Business Administration to bet-
ter assist small business customers in ac-
cessing broadband technology, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Small Busi-
ness and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
CASEY): 

S. 2678. A bill to provide for an investment 
screening mechanism relating to covered 
sectors; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself, Mr. 
MORAN, and Mr. ROUNDS): 

S. 2679. A bill to strengthen accountability 
and oversight at the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 2680. A bill to require the provision of 
information and counseling regarding Fed-
eral food assistance programs as part of the 
Transition Assistance Program; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. LEE, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. WICKER, Mr. 
CRAMER, and Mr. LANKFORD): 

S. 2681. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide appropriate stand-
ards for the inclusion of a term of supervised 
release after imprisonment, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary. 

By Mr. WARNOCK (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 2682. A bill to amend the Agricultural 
Act of 2014 with respect to the tree assist-
ance program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida: 
S. 2683. A bill to establish requirements for 

purchasing certain generic drugs from manu-

facturers who produce the drug domestically; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida (for himself 
and Mr. VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 2684. A bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to verify wheth-
er a health care provider is licensed in good 
standing before issuing the provider a unique 
health identifier, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. PETERS (for himself and Mr. 
LANKFORD): 

S. 2685. A bill to make data and internal 
guidance on excess personal property pub-
licly available, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

By Mr. BRAUN: 
S. 2686. A bill to require the Comptroller 

General of the United States to conduct a 
study on the economic impact and health 
outcomes associated with the response to the 
COVID–19 pandemic in the United States; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

By Mr. KENNEDY: 
S. 2687. A bill to provide additional require-

ments for the purchase and sale of conven-
tional mortgages by the enterprises, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MULLIN (for himself and Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 2688. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to extend health information 
technology assistance eligibility to behav-
ioral health, mental health, and substance 
abuse professionals and facilities, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN: 
S. 2689. A bill to provide for the appoint-

ment of a Special Envoy for Belarus; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MURPHY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. BROWN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. 
WELCH): 

S. 2690. A bill to amend the Fair Credit Re-
porting Act to prohibit the use of consumer 
credit checks against prospective and cur-
rent employees for the purposes of making 
adverse employment decisions; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Mr. 
KENNEDY): 

S. 2691. A bill to require disclosures for AI- 
generated content, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 2692. A bill to amend the Financial Insti-
tutions Reform, Recovery, and Enforcement 
Act of 1989 to establish a Portal for Ap-
praiser Credentialing and AMC Registration 
Information, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 2693. A bill to amend the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act to make 
improvements; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 2694. A bill to amend title 36, United 
States Code, to revise the Federal charter for 
the Foundation of the Federal Bar Associa-
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and 

Mr. MULLIN): 
S. 2695. A bill to amend the Indian Law En-

forcement Reform Act to provide for ad-
vancements in public safety services to In-
dian communities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. BENNET, Mr. LUJÁN, 
Mr. PADILLA, Mr. KELLY, Ms. SINEMA, 
and Mr. HEINRICH): 

S. 2696. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to modify the water conservation 
or irrigation efficiency practice waiver au-
thority; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2697. A bill to amend the Consolidated 
Farm and Rural Development Act to modify 
the definitions of the terms ‘‘rural’’ and 
‘‘rural area’’ for purposes of grants and loans 
to remedy a lack of compliance with certain 
drinking water standards, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2698. A bill to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to carry out a program to pro-
vide payments to producers experiencing cer-
tain crop losses as a result of a disaster; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida: 
S. 2699. A bill to combat the fentanyl cri-

sis; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. CORNYN, 
Mr. TILLIS, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. DAINES, 
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. 
SCOTT of Florida): 

S. 2700. A bill to amend the Investment Ad-
visers Act of 1940 to require investment ad-
visers for passively managed funds to ar-
range for pass-through voting of proxies for 
certain securities, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 2701. A bill to address the homelessness 
and housing crises, to move toward the goal 
of providing for a home for all Americans. 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WELCH, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2702. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to re-
authorize the position of Farmworker Coor-
dinator; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2703. A bill to amend the Department of 
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to es-
tablish the Office of the Farm and Food Sys-
tem Workforce; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr. 
TILLIS): 

S. 2704. A bill to amend the Food Security 
Act of 1985 to establish an exception to cer-
tain payment limitations in the case of per-
son or legal entity that derives income from 
agriculture, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. RICKETTS, and Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 2705. A bill to grant States the authority 
to request additional nonimmigrant visas for 
foreign workers in their respective States, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
BENNET): 

S. 2706. A bill to amend the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 to require the Secretary of 
Agriculture to enter into cooperative agree-
ments relating to drought prevention, pre-
paredness, response, and mitigation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
RICKETTS, Mr. THUNE, Mr. ROUNDS, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. ERNST, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. MORAN, Mr. HOEVEN, 
Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. WICKER, and 
Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 2707. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
with respect to the ethanol waiver for Reid 
Vapor Pressure under that Act, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr. 
THUNE): 

S. 2708. A bill to prohibit the use of exploit-
ative and deceptive practices by large online 
operators and to promote transparency and 
consumer choice in the use of behavioral re-
search by such providers; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. HEINRICH: 
S. 2709. A bill to amend the Department of 

Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to es-
tablish an Assistant Secretary of Agri-
culture for Tribal Relations, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WAR-
NER, and Mr. KAINE): 

S. 2710. A bill to provide for the conserva-
tion of the Chesapeake Bay, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Ms. 
HIRONO, and Mr. BLUMENTHAL): 

S. 2711. A bill to provide immigration sta-
tus for certain battered spouses and children; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO): 

S. 2712. A bill to provide funding for the de-
ployment of Next Generation 9–1–1, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. CASEY: 
S. 2713. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-

trition Act of 2008 and the Emergency Food 
Assistance Act of 1983 to make commodities 
available for the Emergency Food Assistance 
Program, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. HEINRICH (for himself, Mr. 
YOUNG, Mr. BOOKER, and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 2714. A bill to establish the National Ar-
tificial Intelligence Research Resource, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr. 
MANCHIN): 

S. 2715. A bill to authorize the Secretary of 
Defense to conduct detection, monitoring, 
and other operations in cyberspace to 
counter Mexican transnational criminal or-
ganizations that are engaged in certain ac-
tivities that cross the southern border of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
CARDIN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. SANDERS, 

Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. 
BROWN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. MENENDEZ, and Ms. WAR-
REN): 

S.J. Res. 39. A joint resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress that the article of 
amendment commonly known as the ‘‘Equal 
Rights Amendment’’ has been validly rati-
fied and is enforceable as the 28th Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United 
States, and the Archivist of the United 
States must certify and publish the Equal 
Rights Amendment as the 28th Amendment 
without delay; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Ms. WARREN (for herself, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. BROWN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. 
DURBIN, and Ms. SMITH): 

S.J. Res. 40. A joint resolution designating 
a ‘‘Slavery Remembrance Day’’ on August 
20th, to serve as a reminder of the evils of 
slavery; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
TUBERVILLE, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. BUDD, 
Mr. DAINES, and Mrs. HYDE-SMITH): 

S.J. Res. 41. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services and the Executive Officer for 
Immigration Review relating to ‘‘Cir-
cumvention of Lawful Pathways’’; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. RISCH, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. BRAUN, Mr. 
HAWLEY, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. WICKER, and 
Ms. ERNST): 

S.J. Res. 42. A joint resolution providing 
for congressional disapproval under chapter 8 
of title 5, United States Code, of the rule 
submitted by the Food and Nutrition Service 
relating to ‘‘Application of Bostock v. Clay-
ton County to Program Discrimination Com-
plaint Processing-Policy Update’’; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. SMITH, 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CARDIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MENENDEZ, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. REED, Ms. 
STABENOW, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. Res. 319. A resolution declaring racism a 
public health crisis; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 320. A resolution calling for the im-
mediate release of Eyvin Hernandez, a 
United States citizen and Los Angeles Coun-
ty public defender, who was wrongfully de-
tained by the Venezuelan regime in March 
2022; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
CRAMER, Ms. SINEMA, Mr. RICKETTS, 
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Mr. TILLIS, Mr. KELLY, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. WICKER, Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, 
Mr. WARNER, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. Res. 321. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate relating to nuclear power 
and the commitment of the Senate to em-
bracing and promoting nuclear power as a 
clean baseload energy source necessary to 
achieve a reliable, secure, and diversified 
electric grid; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. 
CORNYN, and Mr. REED): 

S. Res. 322. A resolution commemorating 
the life, legacy, and entertainment career of 
Tony Bennett; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 323. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of Fentanyl Prevention and 
Awareness Day on August 21, 2023; considered 
and agreed to. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST): 

S. Res. 324. A resolution designating the 
week of August 6 through August 12, 2023, as 
‘‘National Farmers Market Week’’; consid-
ered and agreed to. 

By Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY): 

S. Res. 325. A resolution recognizing the 
importance of trademarks in the economy 
and the role of trademarks in protecting con-
sumer safety, by designating the month of 
August as ‘‘National Anti-Counterfeiting and 
Consumer Education and Awareness Month’’; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. 
BRITT, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
FETTERMAN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
HAGERTY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. 
KING, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
PADILLA, Ms. SMITH, Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, Mr. 
WICKER, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. Res. 326. A resolution recognizing Au-
gust 23, 2023, as ‘‘National Poll Worker Re-
cruitment Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. KING, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. OSSOFF, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. Res. 327. A resolution designating Au-
gust 16, 2023, as ‘‘National Airborne Day’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
PADILLA, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, and Ms. DUCKWORTH): 

S. Con. Res. 19. A concurrent resolution 
urging the establishment of a United States 
Commission on Truth, Racial Healing, and 
Transformation; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 42 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS), the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from 
California (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) and the 
Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE) were added as cosponsors of S. 
42, a bill to improve the management 
and performance of the capital asset 

programs of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs so as to better serve vet-
erans, their families, caregivers, and 
survivors, and for other purposes. 

S. 106 
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 106, a bill to amend 
title 38, United States Code, to author-
ize the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to 
award grants to States to improve out-
reach to veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 120 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 120, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow a 
credit against tax for charitable dona-
tions to nonprofit organizations pro-
viding education scholarships to quali-
fied elementary and secondary stu-
dents. 

S. 197 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. SCOTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 197, a bill to permanently 
enact certain appropriations Act re-
strictions on the use of funds for abor-
tions and involuntary sterilizations, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 234 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 234, a 
bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to permanently extend the 
new markets tax credit, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 414 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

names of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) and the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 414, a bill to 
amend title 38, United States Code, to 
improve and to expand eligibility for 
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion paid to certain survivors of cer-
tain veterans, and for other purposes. 

S. 423 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 423, a bill to streamline 
enrollment in health insurance afford-
ability programs and minimum essen-
tial coverage, and for other purposes. 

S. 431 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
431, a bill to withhold United States 
contributions to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA), 
and for other purposes. 

S. 443 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CRUZ) was added as a cosponsor of S. 

443, a bill to treat certain liquidations 
of new motor vehicle inventory as 
qualified liquidations of LIFO inven-
tory for purposes of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 

S. 502 

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 502, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Health Protection Act with re-
spect to the importation of live dogs, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 657 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. WARNER) and the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 657, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to establish a tax credit for neigh-
borhood revitalization, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 785 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 785, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act with respect to the ethanol waiver 
for Reid Vapor Pressure under that 
Act, and for other purposes. 

S. 789 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the names of the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BRAUN) and the Senator from Col-
orado (Mr. HICKENLOOPER) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 789, a bill to require 
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
a coin in recognition of the 100th anni-
versary of the United States Foreign 
Service and its contribution to United 
States diplomacy. 

S. 930 

At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 
names of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH), the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. WELCH) and the Senator 
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 930, a bill to 
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to provide pub-
lic safety officer benefits for exposure- 
related cancers, and for other purposes. 

S. 993 

At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, 
the names of the Senator from Ohio 
(Mr. VANCE) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 993, a bill to prohibit cer-
tain uses of xylazine, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1109 

At the request of Mr. VANCE, the 
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MARSHALL) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1109, a bill to declare English as the 
official language of the United States, 
to establish a uniform English lan-
guage rule for naturalization, and to 
avoid misconstructions of the English 
language texts of the laws of the 
United States, pursuant to Congress’ 
powers to provide for the general wel-
fare of the United States and to estab-
lish a uniform rule of naturalization 
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under article I, section 8, of the Con-
stitution. 

S. 1291 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN), the Senator 
from New Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) and 
the Senator from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) were added as cosponsors of S. 
1291, a bill to require that social media 
platforms verify the age of their users, 
prohibit the use of algorithmic rec-
ommendation systems on individuals 
under age 18, require parental or guard-
ian consent for social media users 
under age 18, and prohibit users who 
are under age 13 from accessing social 
media platforms. 

S. 1377 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1377, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to im-
prove the low-income housing credit. 

S. 1379 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1379, a bill to require the 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment to establish an excess urban 
heat mitigation grant program, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1384 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VANCE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1384, a bill to promote and protect from 
discrimination living organ donors. 

S. 1409 
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 

the name of the Senator from New Jer-
sey (Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1409, a bill to protect the 
safety of children on the internet. 

S. 1440 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1440, a bill to establish a 
program to award grants to entities 
that provide transportation connectors 
from critically underserved commu-
nities to green spaces, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1474 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN), the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. WELCH) and the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1474, a 
bill to amend the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 to establish a dairy nutri-
tion incentive program, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1478 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1478, a bill to designate United 
States Route 20 in the States of Or-
egon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Ne-
braska, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, New York, and Massa-

chusetts as the ‘‘National Medal of 
Honor Highway’’, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1525 
At the request of Mr. SCHMITT, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VANCE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1525, a bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to address govern-
mental interference in content modera-
tion decisions by providers of inter-
active computer services, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1529 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) and the Senator from 
Maine (Mr. KING) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 1529, a bill to amend the Ani-
mal Welfare Act to provide for greater 
protection of roosters, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1538 
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1538, a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of Education to award grants for out-
door learning spaces and to develop liv-
ing schoolyards. 

S. 1557 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 

names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator 
from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 1557, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
form the low-income housing credit, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1606 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1606, a bill to end preventable ma-
ternal mortality, severe maternal mor-
bidity, and maternal health disparities 
in the United States, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1639 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1639, a bill to amend the Farm Se-
curity and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 to increase funding for the pur-
chase of specialty crops, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1650 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1650, a bill to amend title 5, United 
States Code, to provide that sums in 
the Thrift Savings Fund may not be in-
vested in securities that are listed on 
certain foreign exchanges, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1666 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. FETTERMAN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 1666, a bill to amend the 
Animal Health Protection Act to reau-
thorize animal disease prevention and 
management programs. 

S. 1688 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-

kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1688, a bill to require cer-
tain grantees under title I of the Hous-
ing and Community Development Act 
of 1975 to submit a plan to track dis-
criminatory land use policies, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1706 
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1706, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to make per-
manent the deduction for qualified 
business income. 

S. 1729 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1729, a bill to facilitate nation-
wide accessibility and coordination of 
211 services and 988 services in order to 
provide information and referral to all 
residents and visitors in the United 
States for mental health emergencies, 
homelessness needs, other social and 
human services needs, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1751 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1751, a bill to amend the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act to 
improve compensation for workers in-
volved in uranium mining, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1829 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1829, a bill to impose sanctions 
with respect to persons engaged in the 
import of petroleum from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1887 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the names of the Senator from Illinois 
(Mr. DURBIN) and the Senator from Ne-
braska (Mr. RICKETTS) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1887, a bill to provide 
visa availability for the Government 
Employee Immigrant Visa program, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1915 
At the request of Mr. KELLY, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1915, a bill to amend the Public Works 
and Economic Development Act of 1965 
to provide for the establishment of a 
Critical Supply Chain Site Develop-
ment grant program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 1972 
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the 

name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. TILLIS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1972, a bill to increase col-
lege transparency and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2003 
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the 

names of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL), the Senator from 
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Mississippi (Mr. WICKER) and the Sen-
ator from Nebraska (Mr. RICKETTS) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2003, a 
bill to authorize the Secretary of State 
to provide additional assistance to 
Ukraine using assets confiscated from 
the Central Bank of the Russian Fed-
eration and other sovereign assets of 
the Russian Federation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2036 

At the request of Mr. BARRASSO, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2036, a bill to prohibit the 
Secretary of Energy from changing en-
ergy conservation standards for dis-
tribution transformers for a certain pe-
riod, and for other purposes. 

S. 2129 

At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 
name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. BENNET) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2129, a bill to amend title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act to require PDP 
sponsors of a prescription drug plan 
and Medicare Advantage organizations 
offering an MA–PD plan under part D 
of the Medicare program that use a for-
mulary to include certain drugs and 
biosimilar biological products on such 
formulary, and for other purposes. 

S. 2195 

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2195, a bill to amend the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 to reauthorize the 
diesel emissions reduction program. 

S. 2217 

At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
the name of the Senator from New 
York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2217, a bill to amend 
part B of the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act to provide full Fed-
eral funding of such part. 

S. 2228 

At the request of Mr. KELLY, the 
names of the Senator from Arizona 
(Ms. SINEMA) and the Senator from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 2228, a bill to amend 
the William M. (Mac) Thornberry Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2021 to clarify the scope of 
a major Federal action under the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 with respect to certain projects re-
lating to the production of semiconduc-
tors, and for other purposes. 

S. 2248 

At the request of Ms. HASSAN, the 
name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2248, a bill to require a pilot pro-
gram on the use of big data analytics 
to identify vessels evading sanctions 
and export controls and to require a re-
port on the availability in the United 
States of emerging and foundational 
technologies subject to export controls. 

S. 2260 

At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 

S. 2260, a bill to require transparency 
in notices of funding opportunity, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 2286 
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. WARNOCK) and the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2286, a bill to improve 
the effectiveness and performance of 
certain Federal financial assistance 
programs, and for other purposes. 

S. 2327 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2327, a bill to provide support 
for nationals of Afghanistan who sup-
ported the United States mission in Af-
ghanistan, adequate vetting for parol-
ees from Afghanistan, adjustment of 
status for eligible individuals, and spe-
cial immigrant status for at-risk Af-
ghan allies and relatives of certain 
members of the Armed Forces, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2357 
At the request of Mr. VANCE, the 

name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BRAUN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2357, a bill to amend chapter 110 of title 
18, United States Code, to prohibit gen-
der-affirming care on minors, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2428 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2428, a bill to establish a grant 
program for innovative partnerships 
among teacher preparation programs, 
local educational agencies, and com-
munity-based organizations to expand 
access to high-quality tutoring in hard- 
to-staff schools and high-need schools, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2430 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2430, a bill to amend the Emer-
gency Planning and Community Right- 
To-Know Act of 1986 to exclude certain 
air emissions from emergency notifica-
tion requirements, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2449 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2449, a bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to make permanent 
the moratorium on benefit transaction 
fees, and for other purposes. 

S. 2451 
At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the 

names of the Senator from Kentucky 
(Mr. PAUL) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. MERKLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2451, a bill to allow for 
hemp-derived cannabidiol and hemp-de-
rived cannabidiol containing sub-
stances in dietary supplements and 
food. 

S. 2488 
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 

name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 

WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2488, a bill to provide for increases in 
the Federal minimum wage, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2494 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. LUJÁN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2494, a bill to update the 21st Cen-
tury Communications and Video Acces-
sibility Act of 2010. 

S. 2502 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2502, a bill to require the Chief 
Data and Artificial Intelligence Officer 
of the Department of Defense to de-
velop a bug bounty program relating to 
dual-use foundational artificial intel-
ligence models. 

S. 2553 
At the request of Mr. FETTERMAN, the 

name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2553, a bill to amend the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 to ensure 
that striking workers and their house-
holds do not become ineligible for ben-
efits under the supplemental nutrition 
assistance program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.J. RES. 36 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

names of the Senator from Tennessee 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. RUBIO), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. SCOTT), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator from 
Indiana (Mr. BRAUN), the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. VANCE), the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL), the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), 
the Senator from Missouri (Mr. 
HAWLEY), the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. CASSIDY), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER), the Senator from 
South Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), the Sen-
ator from Montana (Mr. DAINES), the 
Senator from Alabama (Mrs. BRITT), 
the Senator from North Dakota (Mr. 
CRAMER), the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
LEE), the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
RISCH), the Senator from Alabama (Mr. 
TUBERVILLE), the Senator from Ten-
nessee (Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator 
from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE), the 
Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAPO) and 
the Senator from Wyoming (Mr. BAR-
RASSO) were added as cosponsors of S.J. 
Res. 36, a joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval under chap-
ter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the Office of Fed-
eral Contract Compliance Programs of 
the Department of Labor relating to 
‘‘Rescission of Implementing Legal Re-
quirements Regarding the Equal Op-
portunity Clause’s Religious Exemp-
tion Rule’’. 

S. RES. 285 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 285, a resolution to provide for the 
approval of final regulations relating 
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to Federal service labor-management 
relations that are applicable to the 
Senate and the employees of the Sen-
ate, and that were issued by the Office 
of Compliance, now known as the Of-
fice of Congressional Workplace 
Rights, on August 19, 1996, and for 
other purposes. 

S. RES. 306 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 306, a resolution rec-
ognizing that the United States needs 
to support and empower mothers in the 
workforce by investing in the Mom 
Economy. 

AMENDMENT NO. 455 
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the 

name of the Senator from Texas (Mr. 
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 455 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2226, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 523 
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the 

name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 523 proposed to S. 2226, 
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 638 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 638 proposed to S. 2226, 
an original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1037 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. COTTON) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 1037 intended to be 
proposed to S. 2226, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1058 
At the request of Mr. LUJÁN, the 

names of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. HEINRICH), the Senator from Ari-
zona (Ms. SINEMA), the Senator from 
Montana (Mr. TESTER) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) were added 

as cosponsors of amendment No. 1058 
proposed to S. 2226, an original bill to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. HAWLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. SCHMITT) was added as a cosponsor 
of amendment No. 1058 proposed to S. 
2226, supra. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1069 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Idaho 
(Mr. RISCH) was added as a cosponsor of 
amendment No. 1069 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2226, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. RISCH (for himself, Mr. 
CRAPO, and Ms. LUMMIS): 

S. 2571. A bill to provide for deter-
mination of the grizzly bear species 
consistent with the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

Mr. RISCH. Madam President, I rise 
today to introduce the Grizzly Bear Re-
view and Resource Restart Act. 

The grizzly bear was originally listed 
under the Endangered Species Act, 
ESA, in 1975 with the worthy intent to 
recover the species. The ESA has suc-
ceeded and grizzly bear populations 
have rebounded. However, the overly- 
broad listing, which covers all of the 
lower 48 States, has led courts to block 
the Fish and Wildlife Service from 
delisting populations which by all 
measures are recovered and no longer 
require strict ESA protections. 

This has prevented the ESA from 
being what it is meant to be, a tem-
porary assistance for wildlife recovery. 
It was never intended to provide a per-
manent designation for robust species. 
If enacted, the Grizzly Bear Review and 
Resource Restart Act will remove the 
unreachable recovery targets based on 
the erroneous first listing and allow 
wildlife managers to focus on areas in 
the lower 48 which actually host griz-
zly bears, not the 30 States currently 
listed where bears never were in the 
first place. 

Giving the opportunity to ‘‘delist and 
relist’’ based on scientific and historic 
data rather than a panicked first plan 
from 1975 will help mitigate human- 
bear interactions, protect rural com-
munities, and emphasize and recenter 
the role of science in grizzly bear re-
covery. It will also allow funding and 
focus to be given where it is needed 
most: to grizzly bear populations and 
other species actually at risk. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and 
Mr. CASSIDY): 

S. 2572. A bill to amend the Public 
Works and Economic Development Act 
of 1965 to authorize the Secretary of 
Commerce to make predevelopment 
grants, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the bipartisan Eco-
nomic Empowerment Through 
Predevelopment Act. This legislation 
would improve support for capacity 
building and early-stage project devel-
opment activities to ensure inclusive 
economic growth across communities. 

Predevelopment activities are 
projects that must be completed prior 
to construction to advance infrastruc-
ture and development projects from 
concept to reality. This includes plan-
ning and design, community asset map-
ping, training, technical assistance, 
feasibility and environmental studies, 
demonstration projects, permitting, 
and organizational capacity building. 

This bill would enhance the Eco-
nomic Development Administration’s 
role in the initial stages of a project by 
authorizing the Agency to make grants 
and cooperative agreements for 
predevelopment activities and capacity 
building purposes. 

Many underserved, low-income, and 
rural communities simply do not have 
the institutions, expertise, or capacity 
to plan, design, coordinate, or imple-
ment new economic development ini-
tiatives. Building an inclusive econ-
omy requires policies for comprehen-
sive economic development plans that 
better equip our communities to sus-
tain and grow investments, leverage 
community-based assets, and diversify 
local economies to withstand potential 
disruptions. 

Additional support for 
predevelopment projects would also 
allow for more intentional investments 
and longer term sustainability in local 
economies by preventing costly mis-
takes or unwise investments. 

Since the passage of the Infrastruc-
ture Investment and Jobs Act and the 
American Rescue Plan Act, Congress, 
State and local governments, as well as 
community organizations, have in-
creasingly turned to EDA and eco-
nomic development districts for assist-
ance in predevelopment activities. This 
legislation will strengthen the Agen-
cy’s work in this space. 

I thank Senator CASSIDY for intro-
ducing this important legislation with 
me in the Senate. I hope all of our col-
leagues will join us in supporting this 
bill for the economic empowerment of 
our communities. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. 
BOOKER): 

S. 2606. A bill to amend section 249 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act 
to render available to certain long- 
term residents of the United States the 
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benefit under that section; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the Renewing Immi-
gration Provisions of the Immigration 
Act of 1929 Act. 

This legislation would permit indi-
viduals who have lived in the United 
States continuously for at least 7 years 
to file for lawful permanent residence 
here. 

The Renewing Immigration Provi-
sions of the Immigration Act of 1929 
Act will provide long-term residents of 
the U.S. a path to lawful permanent 
residence. 

Specifically, this bill would amend 
the existing Registry mechanism in the 
Immigration and Nationality Act by 
opening the application to register per-
manent or adjust status to long-term 
residents who have lived in the United 
States for at least 7 years at the time 
of filing. 

This bill would also allow long-term 
residents who have been in the United 
States for at least 7 years, waiting pa-
tiently for a visa number to become 
available, to immediately file an appli-
cation to register permanent or adjust 
status. 

This legislation has the added benefit 
of creating a much needed pathway to 
permanent residency for Dreamers and 
forcibly displaced individuals, such as 
TPS holders, who have been stuck in 
legal limbo for years. 

By making the eligibility cutoff roll-
ing, this bill would also preempt the 
need for Congress to repeatedly update 
the Registry’s cutoff date to a specific 
year of entry into the United States. 

There is strong precedent for Con-
gress to advance the Registry date, 
which it has done on a bipartisan basis 
four times since it first codified the 
Registry in 1929. In 1958, Congress 
opened the Registry mechanism to 
long-term residents of the United 
States who had entered the country 
improperly, overstayed a visa, or oth-
erwise violated the terms of a tem-
porary period of entry. Congress clear-
ly intended the Registry to allow un-
documented immigrants to adjust to 
lawful permanent resident status. 

Currently, the eligibility cutoff date 
for the Registry is January 1, 1972, 
more than 50 years ago. Just a handful 
of immigrants can currently satisfy 
this cutoff entry date requirement, 
rendering the 1972 entry cutoff all but 
meaningless. From 2015 to 2019, only 
305 individuals adjusted their status 
based on the Registry, compared to the 
58,914 individuals who did so between 
1985 and 1989. If this legislation passed 
today, over 8 million individuals—who 
are already living in the United States 
and have longstanding ties to their 
communities—would become eligible to 
apply for permanent residency through 
the Registry. 

Today, about 11 million undocu-
mented immigrants live in the United 
States. It is not feasible or productive 
to remove all of them, and it would sig-
nificantly hurt the U.S. economy to do 

so. The overwhelming majority of 
these undocumented immigrants have 
established roots in the United States 
and are law-abiding citizens. They are 
integral parts of our communities who 
work essential jobs, pay taxes, and 
even serve in our military. Leaving 
them without a path to permanent 
residency relegates them to second- 
class status and denies them the oppor-
tunity to fulfill the American Dream. 

It is imperative that we create a path 
to permanent residence status for im-
migrants who lack certainty about 
their futures. 

By Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. 
LUJÁN, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. 
HIRONO, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. HEIN-
RICH, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. SMITH, 
Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mrs. SHAHEEN, 
Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2608. A bill to provide for the long- 
term improvement of public school fa-
cilities, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. REED. Madam President, among 
the many challenges to improving edu-
cational outcomes for students and re-
cruiting and retaining educators for 
our public schools is the condition of 
school facilities. A 2020 Government 
Accountability Office, GAO, report 
found that over half, 54 percent, of 
school districts nationwide need to up-
date or replace multiple systems in 
their schools, such as heating, ventila-
tion, air-conditioning, HVAC, or 
plumbing. These systems are especially 
critical to safeguarding public health, 
as we learned during the COVID–19 
pandemic. Functioning and efficient 
HVAC systems and ventilation can 
help keep indoor air quality healthy 
and reduce the spread of infectious air-
borne viral particles. 

Investing in school buildings will 
make them healthy and safe learning 
environments. It will also improve stu-
dent learning, reduce carbon emissions, 
and create jobs. That is why I am proud 
to partner with Representative BOBBY 
SCOTT, ranking member of the House 
Education and Workforce Committee, 
to introduce the Rebuild America’s 
Schools Act—legislation that will in-
vest $130 billion in fixing our schools. I 
would like to thank my Senate col-
leagues who are joining in this effort, 
including Senators BROWN, 
BLUMENTHAL, BOOKER, CASEY, CORTEZ 
MASTO, DUCKWORTH, DURBIN, HEINRICH, 
HIRONO, KLOBUCHAR, LUJÁN, MARKEY, 
MERKLEY, MURPHY, SHAHEEN, SMITH, 
STABENOW, VAN HOLLEN, and WHITE-
HOUSE. 

Public schools play a vital role in 
every community across the Nation— 
educating the next generation, serving 
as polling places for our elections, 
hosting community meetings and cul-
tural events, and so much more. When 
there is a natural disaster or an emer-

gency, people often gather at their pub-
lic schools for shelter, information, and 
resources. They are essential facilities 
and should be treated as essential in-
frastructure. 

Safe, healthy, modern, well-equipped 
schools are essential for advancing stu-
dent achievement and ensuring that 
the next generation is prepared to meet 
the economic, social, environmental, 
and global challenges our Nation faces. 
Yet too many of the over 50 million 
students and 6 million staff who learn 
and work in our public schools spend 
their days in facilities that fail to 
make the grade. In fact, the American 
Society of Civil Engineers gave public 
school buildings across the country an 
overall grade of D+ in its latest report 
card. The 2021 State of our Schools Re-
port identified an $85 billion annual 
shortfall in school facilities invest-
ment. 

States and local communities cannot 
bridge this gap alone, especially when 
many struggle to simply keep teachers 
and staff on the payroll. We know that 
budget shortfalls hit low-income and 
minority communities the hardest. The 
GAO noted that capital construction 
expenditures, on average, were about 
$300 less per student in high-poverty 
districts compared to low-poverty dis-
tricts. With inflation, interest rates, 
and extreme weather events on the 
rise, the gap between what is needed to 
maintain safe and modern schools and 
what communities can afford will only 
grow. Addressing this need with robust 
Federal investment is not only the 
right thing to do for our students; it 
will also give a needed boost to our 
economy, putting people to work in 
family—sustaining jobs. According to 
an analysis by the Economic Policy In-
stitute, every $1 billion spent on con-
struction generates 17,785 jobs. 

The Rebuild America’s Schools Act 
will create a Federal-State partnership 
for school infrastructure. It will pro-
vide, over 5 years, a total of $130 billion 
in direct grants and school construc-
tion bonds to help fill the annual gap 
in school facility capital needs, while 
creating nearly 2 million jobs. 

Specifically, the Rebuild America’s 
Schools Act will provide $100 billion in 
formula funds to States for local com-
petitive grants for school repair, ren-
ovation, and construction. States will 
focus assistance on communities with 
the greatest financial need, encourage 
green construction practices, and ex-
pand access to high-speed broadband to 
ensure that all students have access to 
digital learning. Our legislation would 
also provide $30 billion for qualified 
school infrastructure bonds, QSIBs, $10 
billion each year from FY 2023 through 
FY 2025, and restore the qualified zone 
academy bonds, QZABs, that were 
eliminated in the Republican Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act. The legislation also 
eases the matching requirements and 
expands the authority and eligible pur-
poses of QZABs to allow local edu-
cation agencies to construct, rehabili-
tate, retrofit, or repair school facili-
ties. The Rebuild America’s Schools 
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Act also supports American workers by 
ensuring that projects use American- 
made iron, steel, and manufactured 
products and meet labor standards. 

I would like to thank the broad coali-
tion of educators, community organiza-
tions, unions, civil rights advocates, 
and employers that have provided feed-
back and support for this legislation, 
including the 21st Century Schools 
Fund, A4LE: the Association for Learn-
ing Environments, AASA: The School 
Superintendents Association, Amer-
ican Federation of State, County and 
Municipal Employees, American Fed-
eration of Teachers, American Indus-
trial Hygiene Association, American 
Institute of Architects, BASIC Coali-
tion, Council of the Great City Schools, 
Heart of America, International Unions 
of Bricklayers and Allied Craft Work-
ers, National Association of Energy 
Service Companies, National Associa-
tion of Federally Impacted Schools, 
National Council on School Facilities, 
National Education Association, Re-
build America’s Schools Coalition, Safe 
Traces, Teach Plus, and the U.S. Green 
Building Council. 

We have no time to waste in fixing 
our deteriorating school infrastruc-
ture. In the words of a student activist 
in Providence, Rhode Island: ‘‘Students 
cannot learn in a crumbling building, a 
school that isn’t fit to uplift our 
minds.’’ We need to listen to our stu-
dents, strengthen our communities, 
and improve our school buildings. I 
urge all of our colleagues to support 
the Rebuild America’s Schools Act and 
press for its passage. 

By Mr. KAINE (for himself and 
Mr. WARNER): 

S. 2630. A bill to establish the Shen-
andoah Mountain National Scenic Area 
in the State of Virginia, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. KAINE. Madam President, today, 
I am introducing legislation that is the 
product of at least 18 years of collabo-
rative work by a diverse group of 
stakeholders in Virginia, including 
local recreation groups, conservation-
ists, timber industry representatives, 
and sportsmen. 

The Shenandoah Mountain Act would 
designate more than 92,000 acres of the 
George Washington National Forest 
lands in Virginia as the Shenandoah 
Mountain National Scenic Area, 
SMNSA. 

Congress designates national scenic 
areas to protect the natural and scenic 
value of lands that are also compatible 
with recreational uses such as hiking, 
fishing, hunting, camping, mountain 
biking, among others. 

The SMNSA encompasses four wil-
derness areas: Skidmore Fork, Little 
River, Ramsey’s Draft, and Lynn Hol-
low, which in total include 10 peaks 
above 4,000 feet and 150 miles of trails 
to attract campers, hikers, mountain 
bikers, fishermen, birders, and eques-
trians. The legislation also establishes 
a 5,779-acre wilderness area at Beech 

Lick Knob, located 10 miles to the 
north. 

The SMNSA will protect important 
water resources, as it covers head-
waters for the Potomac and James Riv-
ers and watersheds that provide drink-
ing water for Harrisonburg, Staunton, 
and communities farther downstream, 
such as Washington, DC, and Rich-
mond. This area is also a hotspot for 
biodiversity. Cold mountain streams in 
the area are a stronghold for native 
brook trout. Today’s legislation would 
permanently protect these rivers and 
streams from industrial development. 
It would also help safeguard plant and 
wildlife habitat for black bears, wild 
turkeys, more than 250 species of birds, 
and at-risk species like the Cow Knob 
and Shenandoah Mountain salaman-
ders. 

The Shenandoah Mountain National 
Scenic Area will provide a boost to the 
region’s growing tourism industry. In 
2021, the tourism economy directly em-
ployed 6,543 people and generated $728.5 
million in Augusta, Rockingham, Bath, 
and Highland Counties, as well as 
Harrisonburg, Staunton, and Waynes-
boro. In addition to the direct benefits 
to tourism, James Madison University 
scientists estimate that lands within 
the SMNSA proposal already generate 
$13.7 million per year in other local 
benefits, including the value of the 
water supply. Designation of the 
SMNSA would further grow these bene-
fits. 

The challenges of the past 3 years 
have underscored that getting out into 
nature is critical to our health and 
well-being. I am proud that the Shen-
andoah Mountain Act will expand these 
opportunities within the George Wash-
ington National Forest for visitors 
near and far, while also boosting our 
local economies, protecting drinking 
water sources, and preserving the wild-
life that makes this area so special. 

The local governments of Staunton, 
Augusta, Rockingham, and Harrison-
burg, along with over 400 businesses 
and organizations, have endorsed the 
new designation for the vast benefits it 
will have on the surrounding commu-
nities. I thank my colleague Senator 
MARK WARNER for joining me in intro-
ducing this legislation. I also commend 
our local stakeholders for working on 
this proposal for so many years. 

By Mr. PADILLA: 
S. 2654. A bill to increase efficiency 

and conservation in public water sys-
tems, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the Water Efficiency, 
Conservation, and Sustainability Act 
of 2023. This legislation would author-
ize $550 million for the Environmental 
Protection Agency to address water in-
efficiencies and losses in public water 
systems. 

Every year, household leaks waste 
nearly 1 trillion gallons of water na-
tionwide, increasing water bills and 

wasting water meant for critical drink-
ing water and clean water uses. 

The Water Efficiency, Conservation, 
and Sustainability Act of 2023 creates a 
suite of options for States, municipali-
ties, water systems, and Tribal nations 
to address water inefficiencies and 
losses in public water systems and to 
support leak reduction as one of the 
most cost-effective urban water man-
agement tools we have. 

Leaking pipes waste an estimated 17 
percent of water before a drop reaches 
a consumer’s faucet. In my home State 
of California, 8 percent is wasted in a 
State that cannot afford any waste as 
we face increasingly unpredictable 
weather whiplash between drought and 
flooding. 

Water efficiency is the most cost-ef-
fective way to ensure clean, affordable 
drinking water for communities across 
the country. Much like energy effi-
ciency measures, improving water effi-
ciency saves consumers money, reduces 
demand, decreases strain on water sup-
ply systems, and saves energy. 

Yet Federal spending on energy effi-
ciency and renewable energy in out-
paced spending on water efficiency and 
water reuse by approximately 80 to 1 
since 2000, resulting in millions of gal-
lons wasted each year that could other-
wise be saved or utilized. 

Achieving widespread water effi-
ciency will require both inside-the- 
home and system upgrades. Fixes at 
the individual building level can add up 
to make a big difference. The EPA esti-
mates that installation of water-effi-
cient fixtures and appliances can re-
duce water use 20 percent and save 
money for consumers. 

The bipartisan Infrastructure Invest-
ment and Jobs Act provided a historic 
level of water infrastructure invest-
ment—including for Bureau of Rec-
lamation States and for wastewater ef-
ficiency—but more investment is need-
ed in the water systems that deliver 
drinking water to our homes and busi-
nesses across all States. 

As drought continues to impact the 
Western United States and regions 
across the country, investing in resil-
ient water supplies is an increasingly 
urgent priority for States, water sys-
tems, and families facing rising water 
rates. 

In a survey completed as part of a 
2014 GAO report, 40 out of 50 State 
water managers expected water short-
ages in some portion of their State in 
the next decade. Improving water effi-
ciency saves money, saves energy, and 
helps ensure a more resilient water 
supply. 

I would like to thank my House 
colead, Congressman LEVIN, for cham-
pioning this effort with me, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
to enact the Water Efficiency, Con-
servation, and Sustainability Act of 
2023. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself, 
Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. BENNET, 
Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. 
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KELLY, Ms. SINEMA, and Mr. 
HEINRICH): 

S. 2696. A bill to amend the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 to modify the water 
conservation or irrigation efficiency 
practice waiver authority; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise today to introduce the EQIP 
Water Conservation Act of 2023 and 
thank Senators MARSHALL, BENNET, 
LUJÁN, PADILLA, KELLY, and SINEMA for 
joining me as original cosponsors. 

Our bill would clarify eligibility re-
quirements for water conservation and 
irrigation efficiency practices funded 
under the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture’s Environmental Quality Incen-
tives Program, EQIP, to allow irriga-
tion districts to undertake large-scale 
off-farm water conservation projects 
that benefit many farms rather than 
only single-farm projects. 

Drought poses a persistent and po-
tentially lethal threat to agriculture in 
Western States. In 2021 alone, drought 
cost California’s agricultural sector 
$1.1 billion in direct costs and nearly 
9,000 jobs, while farmers were forced to 
leave 400,000 acres of land unplanted. 
This situation is causing irreparable 
harm to agricultural communities 
across the West, and farmers need tools 
to adapt. EQIP is a crucial tool in the 
effort to combat drought, and the pro-
grams’ funds must be made fully avail-
able to water agencies, which often 
serve hundreds of farmers. 

In the 2018 farm bill, Congress au-
thorized the Secretary of Agriculture 
to waive payment limitations and ad-
justed gross income, AGI, limitations 
to more effectively support water dis-
trict projects that conserve water, pro-
vide fish and wildlife habitat, and com-
bat drought. However, a subsequent 
USDA rule effectively nullified this 
provision by capping EQIP payments 
for water agencies at $900,000, which is 
only twice the cap for projects that 
benefit individual farmers. 

Since water agencies often serve doz-
ens or even hundreds of farmers, this 
rule makes no sense and undermines 
the 2018 farm bill’s goal of facilitating 
water conservation projects by water 
agencies. 

Our bill would require the Secretary 
of Agriculture to waive the EQIP pay-
ment cap of $900,000 for water agencies. 
To be clear, this bill does not attempt 
to bypass the payment cap for indi-
vidual farms; rather, it would set the 
cap on projects based on the number of 
farmers it serves. For instance, if a 
water agency serves 10 farmers, the 
total payment limitation would be $4.5 
million, or $450,000 per farmer. Our bill 
would also deduct for EQIP payments 
already made to farmers served by that 
agency’s project. 

In maintaining a per-farmer payment 
limitation at the same level as the 
limit for individual farmers, our bill 
recognizes that water agencies serve 
many farmers and that providing ade-
quate funds to these entities will allow 

USDA to more effectively meet con-
servation and irrigation efficiency 
goals. 

Congress has an opportunity this 
year to make significant strides in im-
proving irrigation efficiency and water 
conservation while more faithfully ad-
hering to the conservation goals of the 
2018 farm bill. I thank my cosponsors 
for their partnership on this bill, and I 
urge the Senate to take it up and pass 
it as soon as possible. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2697. A bill to amend the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development 
Act to modify the definitions of the 
terms ‘‘rural’’ and ‘‘rural area’’ for pur-
poses of grants and loans to remedy a 
lack of compliance with certain drink-
ing water standards, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise today to introduce the Clean 
Drinking Water for Rural Communities 
Act of 2023 and thank my colleague 
Senator PADILLA for joining me as an 
original cosponsor. 

Our bill would change the eligibility 
limit for the water and wastewater pro-
grams within the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture’s Office of Rural Develop-
ment from 10,000 residents to 20,000 
residents for investments to treat con-
taminated drinking water that does 
not meet Federal and State standards. 
Modifying the threshold would correct 
an oversight that is a barrier for many 
rural and agricultural communities to 
access clean drinking water. 

Many rural communities across the 
United States lack access to safe 
drinking water because their aging sys-
tems have not kept pace with wors-
ening pollution. In many of these com-
munities, agricultural runoff has 
caused nitrate concentrations to soar, 
which can cause cancer, thyroid dis-
ease, and developmental defects. The 
problem has become widespread in low- 
income, rural, and farmworker commu-
nities in California’s Central Valley, 
where the majority of residents get 
their water from wells without any 
treatment system. 

Unfortunately, the cost of addressing 
this problem can be prohibitive for 
small water systems that serve mostly 
low-income residents. Many of these 
communities exceed the 10,000-resident 
limit for USDA programs but are too 
small to be competitive for other 
drinking water assistance programs. 
These communities are left to rely on 
bottled water or drinking water that 
does not comply with Federal or State 
standards. 

The small change proposed in this 
bill would enable more communities in 
the Central Valley and around the 
country to use USDA funds to remove 
contamination or connect to larger 
water systems. 

Congress has an opportunity this 
year to make this small change to 
USDA’s Water and Waste Disposal 

Loan and Grant Program to improve 
access to safe, clean drinking water for 
individuals in small, agricultural com-
munities. I thank Senator PADILLA for 
his partnership on this bill, and I urge 
the full Senate to take it up and pass 
it as soon as possible. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Mr. PADILLA): 

S. 2698. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to carry out a 
program to provide payments to pro-
ducers experiencing certain crop losses 
as a result of a disaster; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I rise today to introduce the Agricul-
tural Emergency Relief Act of 2023 and 
thank my colleague Senator PADILLA 
for joining me as an original cosponsor. 

Our bill would establish a consistent 
structure and end the delays in admin-
istering ad hoc agricultural disaster as-
sistance by authorizing the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Emergency 
Relief Program. In addition to improv-
ing the distribution of supplemental 
disaster funds appropriated by Con-
gress, this program would encourage 
participation in crop insurance by re-
quiring producers who receive relief 
payments to purchase 2 years of insur-
ance. 

Every year, farmers across the coun-
try are contending with disasters of in-
creasing severity and frequency, 
whether droughts and wildfires in the 
West, hurricanes in the Southeast, 
freezes in the Midwest, or flooding 
throughout the country. In some cases, 
crop insurance is able to cover the 
damages caused by these storms, but 
producers often require additional as-
sistance due to the scale of the dam-
age. This is especially true with spe-
cialty crops, where producers may lack 
affordable insurance options and, as a 
result, often operate with little cov-
erage or no insurance at all. Federal 
disaster assistance has been a critical 
bridge back to production for these 
farmers, who are producing the Na-
tion’s food supply amid the worsening 
impacts of climate change. 

Since fiscal year 2018, Congress has 
appropriated more than $19 billion for 
agricultural disaster assistance. How-
ever, these funds, lacking proper au-
thorizing language, have been distrib-
uted through four different USDA pro-
grams, with changing requirements, 
forms, and processes from year to year. 
Each time USDA has had to create a 
new program, administrative delays 
have slowed the dispersal of relief, 
leaving producers, their families, and 
their communities in limbo. Farmers 
deserve more reliability, which our bill 
would provide. 

Our bill would authorize USDA’s 
Emergency Relief Program to provide 
consistent, authorized guidelines for 
program administration of ad hoc dis-
aster funds. Payment calculations for 
farmers would rely on indemnities re-
ported to USDA or on calculation of 
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lost revenue. This flexibility will help 
support farmers producing both com-
modities and specialty crops. Our bill 
would also require producers to pur-
chase crop insurance for 2 years after 
receiving a relief payment. 

Congress has an opportunity to pro-
vide clarity and consistency to our Na-
tion’s farmers who have weathered dis-
asters and delays in assistance. I thank 
Senator PADILLA for his partnership on 
this bill, and I urge the Senate to take 
it up and pass it as soon as possible. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
and Mr. BOOKER): 

S. 2701. A bill to address the home-
lessness and housing crises, to move to-
ward the goal of providing for a home 
for all Americans, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise in support of the Housing for All 
Act of 2023, which I introduced today. 

Our Nation’s homelessness and af-
fordable housing crises have reached a 
breaking point. As of January 2022, 
over 580,000 individuals in the United 
States—disproportionately people of 
color—experienced homelessness. The 
rate of homelessness has increased by 6 
percent since 2017. In Los Angeles 
County alone, the mortality rate for 
people experiencing homelessness in-
creased by 55 percent between 2019 to 
2021. 

The lack of adequate Federal invest-
ment in affordable housing and housing 
assistance programs contributes to 
these crises. There is currently a short-
age of 7.3 million affordable and avail-
able rental homes in the United States. 
According to a recent National Low In-
come Housing Coalition report, no 
State or county exists where a person 
working 40 hours a week and earning 
the State or local minimum wage can 
afford to rent a modest two-bedroom 
apartment, and 86 percent of all low-in-
come renters in the Nation are consid-
ered cost-burdened, spending more 
than 30 percent of their income on just 
housing costs alone. 

The affordable housing and homeless-
ness crises are not just a Democrat 
problem or an urban problem but im-
pact every Senator’s State. From our 
metropolitan areas to our rural 
heartlands, our constituents every-
where feel the real impact of housing 
unaffordability. And it is time for the 
Federal Government to step up, part-
ner with our State and local govern-
ments alongside service providers on 
the ground and other stakeholders, and 
invest in solving these problems at a 
rate commensurate with the need. 

I am proud to reintroduce this bill, 
which represents a comprehensive ap-
proach to tackling housing and home-
lessness. If enacted, it would invest in 
and align Federal resources to support 
people experiencing housing insta-
bility. To address the affordable hous-
ing and homelessness crises, we must 

invest in proven policies that support 
strong, sustainable, inclusive commu-
nities and ensure quality, affordable 
homes for all. 

Specifically, this bill will address the 
affordable housing shortage by invest-
ing in the housing trust fund, the Sec-
tion 202 Supportive Housing for the El-
derly Program, Section 811 Supportive 
Housing for Persons with Disabilities 
Program, and the HOME Program. It 
establishes a commission to focus on 
racial equity in housing and homeless-
ness. 

The bill will address homelessness by 
investing in housing choice vouchers, 
project-based rental assistance, emer-
gency solutions grants, and contin-
uums of care. It also builds on locally- 
developed and -driven approaches by 
creating new grant programs to 
strengthen mobile crisis intervention 
teams; to support hotel and motel con-
versions to permanent supportive hous-
ing with services; to aid libraries in 
supporting persons experiencing home-
lessness; to provide people living in ve-
hicles with a safe place to park over-
night and facilitate a transition to sta-
ble housing; and to coordinate behav-
ioral health care with homelessness 
services. And it commissions a report 
on the connection between evictions 
and emergency rental assistance dur-
ing the pandemic, so we can make 
smarter policies moving forward. 

When I have traveled around Cali-
fornia—from Los Angeles County and 
the Inland Empire to the Central Val-
ley, San Diego, and San Francisco—to 
better understand the needs for hous-
ing in different communities, some key 
elements stood out. On the production 
side, there is a need for more dedicated 
funding for affordable housing from the 
Federal Government. There is also 
missing middle-income housing for 
families, especially people of color. 
And there is not enough housing near 
transit. That is why my bill focuses on 
supporting inclusive, transit-oriented 
development. When I talked to re-
searchers about keeping families 
housed, one main point they made is 
that we don’t have enough data on 
renters and evictions, and that is why 
I wanted to include a section of the bill 
on data—so we can make evidence- 
based policies. 

Right now, the cost to build low-in-
come housing in California is very high 
in part because of land and material 
costs and the fragmented way funding 
is distributed in California. This is a 
common problem across the Nation, 
not just in California. That is why I in-
cluded a section to provide technical 
assistance for localities navigating 
Federal and State housing funding 
sources. 

Affordable housing is essential infra-
structure. Every person deserves dig-
nity, security, and a space of their 
own. 

I want to thank Representatives TED 
LIEU and SALUD CARBAJAL for intro-
ducing this bill with me, and I hope our 
colleagues will join us in supporting 

this comprehensive solution to our na-
tionwide affordable housing and home-
lessness crises. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BROWN, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, 
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, and 
Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2702. A bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization 
Act of 1994 to reauthorize the position 
of Farmworker Coordinator; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to speak in support of the Voice 
for Farm Workers Act of 2023, which I 
introduced today. 

Farmworkers feed our Nation. This is 
especially true in California, agricul-
tural heart of the Nation. California is 
the most successful State in agricul-
tural production and has the largest 
population of farmworkers. During 
COVID–19, a time of incredible hard-
ship, farmworkers put food on the ta-
bles of millions of Americans despite 
working in extreme conditions and fac-
ing deep-rooted inequities. 

Right now, just one person is statu-
torily dedicated to serving as a liaison 
between farmworkers and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture—the Farm-
worker Coordinator. While the 2008 
farm bill created this position, Con-
gress has never provided the proper re-
sources to support or staff this posi-
tion. The 2023 U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Equity Commission Interim 
Report even included a strong rec-
ommendation for the USDA to fund 
and elevate roles for professional staff 
solely dedicated to farmworkers’ con-
cerns and perspectives. 

It is time that we support the USDA 
staff who are dedicated to integrating 
the valuable perspectives of farm-
workers into the decisions that di-
rectly affect the lives and livelihoods 
of these workers. 

That is why I am proud to introduce 
this bill, which would expand the cur-
rent role of USDA Farmworker Coordi-
nator to allow for the Coordinator to 
create recommendations for new initia-
tives and programs, collaborate within 
the Department on programmatic and 
policy decisions that related to farm 
and food system workers, and allow for 
the employment of additional staff to 
support the Coordinator in their du-
ties. 

This bill would include additional en-
tities for the Farmworker Coordinator 
to consult with, including institutions 
of higher education, local education 
agencies, and community-based non-
profit organizations, to increase out-
reach efforts and ensure that more 
farmworkers in more communities can 
be heard. 

As we work towards passing this 
year’s farm bill, I urge my colleagues 
to consider the farmworkers who keep 
our families and communities fed and 
healthy. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself, 
Mr. BROWN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
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Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WELCH, and Mr. WYDEN): 

S. 2703. A bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization 
Act of 1994 to establish the Office of the 
Farm and Food System Workforce; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to speak in support of the Sup-
porting Our Farm and Food System 
Workforce Act of 2023, which I intro-
duced today. 

Farm and food system workers feed 
our Nation. We know this well in Cali-
fornia—the agricultural heart of the 
Nation—where we have one of the larg-
est populations of farmworkers and 
food system workers in the United 
States. Throughout pandemic, these 
workers put food on our tables and 
kept our grocery store shelves 
stocked—despite facing deep-rooted in-
equities in the workforce and often ex-
periencing food insecurity themselves. 

Right now, just one person in the en-
tire Federal Government is statutorily 
dedicated to serving as a liaison be-
tween farmworkers and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture—the Farm-
worker Coordinator. While the 2008 
farm bill created this position, Con-
gress has never provided the proper re-
sources to support or staff this posi-
tion. The 2023 U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Equity Commission Interim 
Report even included a strong rec-
ommendation for USDA to fund and 
elevate roles for professional staff sole-
ly dedicated to farmworkers’ concerns 
and perspectives. 

It is time that we give those who pro-
vide the food for our Nation a voice in 
the national conversation. We must 
give farm and food system workers a 
dedicated office within the USDA to in-
tegrate their invaluable perspectives 
into the decisions that directly affect 
their lives and livelihoods. 

That is why I am proud to introduce 
this bill, which will create the USDA 
Office of the Farm and Food System 
Workforce to not only serve as a liai-
son for farm and food system workers 
but also to provide a platform for their 
concerns and interests to assist in the 
creation of recommendations and new 
initiatives for the Department. 

The bill would also create a Farm 
and Food System Worker Advisory 
Committee, composed of a diverse 
cross-section of members representing 
these workers’ varied interests and per-
spectives, such as workers themselves, 
labor unions, higher education profes-
sionals, civil rights advocates, women 
worker focused groups, and trusted 
community-based nonprofits. 

The legislation would also establish a 
Farm and Food System Workforce 
Interagency Council comprised of rep-
resentatives from various Federal 
Agencies to improve coordination, 
planning, program development, and 
policymaking across Cabinet-level 
leadership. The Office will also appoint 
staff to various USDA entities to serve 
as liaisons on matters related to farm 

and food system workers within the 
Department. 

Finally, the bill would require an-
nual, publicly available reports in mul-
tiple languages about the Office’s work 
in the past year, including rec-
ommendations to improve the work 
and livelihood of farm and food system 
workers, climate change impacts on 
the food system, and the barriers work-
ers face in accessing Federal programs. 

During this year’s Farm Bill, I urge 
my colleagues to remember the work-
ers behind the American food system, 
the workers who keep our families and 
communities fed and healthy. These 
workers deserve a seat at the table. 

By Mr. PADILLA (for himself and 
Mr. TILLIS): 

S. 2704. A bill to amend the Food Se-
curity Act of 1985 to establish an excep-
tion to certain payment limitations in 
the case of person or legal entity that 
derives income from agriculture, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I 
rise to introduce the Fair Access to Ag-
riculture Disaster Programs Act of 
2023. This legislation would allow spe-
cialty crop producers to access critical 
disaster relief programs at the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. 

Increasingly frequent and cata-
strophic floods, fires, freezes, and other 
disasters are threatening the long-term 
sustainability of agriculture across the 
country. 

The impact has been particularly 
acute for California’s agricultural com-
munities, who face year-round threats 
from drought, heat, floods, and fires. 

To ensure producers can get back on 
their feet following natural disasters, 
the farm bill authorizes a number of 
safety net programs. But these pro-
grams simply don’t work for specialty 
crop producers, who, despite facing the 
same challenges posed by extreme 
weather as other growers, are excluded 
from meaningful participation in 
USDA disaster programs based on the 
application of outdated adjusted gross 
income, AGI, limitations. 

As a result, producers from Cali-
fornia to Florida are excluded from ac-
cessing critical disaster programs. 

The Fair Access to Agriculture Dis-
aster Programs Act would codify flexi-
bility used in the Coronavirus Food As-
sistance Program to waive the AGI 
limitation for producers that derive 75 
percent of their income from farming, 
ranching, or related farming practices. 

What are referred to as specialty 
crops are just that—special. Specialty 
crops, which include fruits and vegeta-
bles, tree nuts, dried fruits, horti-
culture, and nursery crops, are cul-
tivated for food, medicine, and aes-
thetic purposes, requiring overall high-
er inputs and specialized processes for 
planting, growing, and harvesting. 

Did you know that it costs more than 
$30,000 to produce an acre of straw-
berries? The cost of production for spe-

cialty crops is typically thousands of 
dollars per acre. 

As a result, both large and small pro-
ducers of specialty crops end up ex-
ceeding the AGI limitations put in 
place to means-test critical disaster as-
sistance. 

That is why we need to pass the Fair 
Access to Agriculture Disaster Pro-
grams Act to ensure farmers and 
ranchers can access agricultural safety 
net programs in the wake of increas-
ingly more frequent and catastrophic 
disasters. 

I would like to thank Senator Tillis 
for joining me to introduce this bill, as 
well as Congressman Panetta for cham-
pioning this bill in the House. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to pass the Fair Access to 
Agriculture Disaster Programs Act as 
quickly as possible. 

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms. 
KLOBUCHAR, Mr. RICKETTS, and 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER): 

S. 2705. A bill to grant States the au-
thority to request additional non-
immigrant visas for foreign workers in 
their respective States, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2705 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLES. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘State Execu-
tive Authority for Seasonal Occupations 
Needing Additional Labor Act’’ or the ‘‘SEA-
SONAL Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STATE EXEMPTION AUTHORITY FOR SEA-

SONAL OCCUPATIONS NEEDING AD-
DITIONAL LABOR. 

Section 214(g) of the Immigration and Na-
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(12)(A) Notwithstanding the numerical 
limitation set forth in paragraph (1)(B), the 
Governor of any State may submit a petition 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security and 
the Secretary of Labor for the issuance of a 
specified number of supplemental H–2B non-
immigrant visas in a fiscal year for employ-
ers based in such State, employers based in 
such State that have employees who work 
within a specified Standard Occupational 
Classification Group (as defined by the De-
partment of Labor), or employers in a spe-
cific Economic Development District des-
ignated by the Economic Development Ad-
ministration of the Department of Com-
merce that encompasses any portion of such 
State if— 

‘‘(i) the number of applications for such 
visas received from all employers exceeds 
such numerical limitation for such fiscal 
year; 

‘‘(ii) the State had a seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate of not more than 3.5 per-
cent in at least 9 of the 12 most recent 
monthly reports issued by the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics; 

‘‘(iii) such Governor certifies that— 
‘‘(I) there is a persistent, unmet need for 

labor within the State, the specified Stand-
ard Occupational Classification Group in the 
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State, or the specific Economic Development 
District in the State; and 

‘‘(II) the allocation of additional H–2B non-
immigrant visas pursuant to this para-
graph— 

‘‘(aa) will not displace domestic workers; 
and 

‘‘(bb) will not negatively affect average 
wages in such State; and 

‘‘(iv) employers who hire H–2B non-
immigrant workers pursuant to this para-
graph comply with any additional require-
ments imposed by the Secretary of Labor, by 
regulation. 

‘‘(B) The Secretary of Homeland Security, 
acting through the Director of U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services, shall issue 
the supplemental H–2B nonimmigrant visas 
requested by the Governor of a State pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) to the extent that 
the applications for such visas submitted by 
employers based in such State meet all ap-
plicable requirements of the H–2B non-
immigrant visa program. 

‘‘(C) If the number of employer applica-
tions from a State exceed the number of H– 
2B nonimmigrant visas requested pursuant 
to subparagraph (A), the Office of Foreign 
Labor Certification shall randomly assign 
for processing all of the remaining H–2B non-
immigrant visa applications and issue sup-
plemental visas to all qualified applicants 
until the number of supplemental visas allo-
cated to such State pursuant to subpara-
graph (B) have been issued. 

‘‘(D) This paragraph shall cease to have 
force or effect on the date that is 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of the SEA-
SONAL Act. 

‘‘(E) Nothing in this paragraph may be 
construed to prohibit the legislature of any 
State from setting limits with respect to 
supplemental H–2B nonimmigrant visas that 
the Governor of such State may request, in-
cluding— 

‘‘(i) limiting the number of such visas that 
may be requested in a fiscal year; and 

‘‘(ii) limiting the allocation of such visas 
to H–2B nonimmigrant workers who are em-
ployed— 

‘‘(I) within such State; 
‘‘(II) within specified Standard Occupa-

tional Classification Groups; or 
‘‘(III) within specified Economic Develop-

ment Districts.’’. 
SEC. 3. ANNUAL REPORT. 

Not later than 15 months after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter until the date that is 4 years after 
such date of enactment, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
Labor shall submit a joint report to Congress 
that includes, with respect to the preceding 
year— 

(1) the number of supplemental H–2B non-
immigrant visas issued pursuant to section 
214(g)(12) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(g)(12)), disaggregated by 
the State in which the recipients of such 
visas are working; 

(2) a breakdown of Standard Occupational 
Classification Groups or Economic Develop-
ment Districts for which supplemental H–2B 
nonimmigrant visas were issued, 
disaggregated by the State in which the re-
cipients of such visas are working; 

(3) an analysis of any effect caused by the 
issuance of supplemental H–2B non-
immigrant visas that led to the displace-
ment of domestic workers or a reduction in 
the average wages, disaggregated by State; 
and 

(4) an assessment of whether the issuance 
of supplemental H–2B nonimmigrant visas 
led to increased economic opportunities and 
productivity in the States in which the re-
cipients of such visas are working. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 319—DECLAR-
ING RACISM A PUBLIC HEALTH 
CRISIS 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. SMITH, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CARDIN, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. WYDEN, 
Mr. REED, Ms. STABENOW, and Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions: 

S. RES. 319 

Whereas a public health crisis is an issue— 
(1) that affects many people, is a threat to 

the public, and is ongoing; 
(2) that is unfairly distributed among dif-

ferent populations and disproportionately 
impacts health outcomes, access to health 
care, and life expectancy; 

(3) the effects of which could be reduced by 
preventive measures; and 

(4) for which those preventive measures are 
not yet in place; 

Whereas public health experts agree that 
significant racial inequities exist in the 
prevalence, severity, and mortality rates of 
various health conditions in the United 
States; 

Whereas examples of those inequities in-
clude— 

(1) life expectancies for Black and Native 
American people in the United States are 
significantly lower than those of White peo-
ple in the United States; 

(2) Black and Native American women are 
2 to 4 times more likely than White women 
to suffer severe maternal morbidity or die of 
pregnancy-related complications; 

(3) Black and Native American infants are 
2 to 3 times more likely to die than White in-
fants; 

(4) the Black infant mortality rate in the 
United States is higher than the infant mor-
tality rates recorded in 27 of the 36 demo-
cratic countries with market-based econo-
mies that are members of the Organization 
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment; 

(5) Hispanic women are 40 percent more 
likely to be diagnosed with and 30 percent 
more likely to die from cervical cancer com-
pared to non-Hispanic White women; 

(6) Asian Americans face health disparities 
in cancer and chronic diseases, and are the 
only population in the United States for 
which cancer is the leading cause of death; 

(7) Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
suffer from a number of poor health out-
comes such as high rates of overweight sta-
tus, obesity, hypertension, and asthma and 
cancer mortality; 

(8) Native Hawaiians suffer from coronary 
heart disease, stroke, heart failure, cancer, 
and diabetes at a rate 3 times greater than in 
other ethnic populations in Hawaii and be-
come afflicted with those diseases a decade 
earlier in their lives compared with other 
ethnic populations; and 

(9) during the COVID–19 pandemic, Black, 
Hispanic or Latino, Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and Native 
American communities experienced dis-
proportionately high rates of COVID–19 in-
fection, hospitalization, and mortality com-
pared to the White population of the United 
States; 

Whereas inequities in health outcomes are 
exacerbated for people of color who are 
LGBTQIA+; 

Whereas inequities in health outcomes are 
exacerbated for people of color who have dis-
abilities; 

Whereas, historically, explanations for 
health inequities have focused on false ge-
netic science such as eugenics; 

Whereas, historically, explanations for 
health inequities have focused on incomplete 
social scientific analyses that narrowly focus 
on individual behavior to highlight osten-
sible deficiencies within racial and ethnic 
minority groups; 

Whereas modern public health officials rec-
ognize the broader social context in which 
health inequities emerge and acknowledge 
the impact of historical and contemporary 
racism on health; 

Whereas racism is recognized in modern 
public health discourse as one of many social 
determinants of health, which— 

(1) are a broad range of nonmedical factors 
that can enhance or hinder quality of life 
and influence health outcomes; 

(2) are the conditions in which people are 
born, grow, work, live, and age, and include 
the wider set of forces and systems shaping 
the conditions of daily life; 

(3) include such factors as housing, em-
ployment, education, health care, food, 
transportation, social support, poverty, 
crime, violence, segregation, and environ-
mental toxins; 

(4) are linked to a lack of opportunity and 
resources to protect, improve, and maintain 
health; and 

(5) taken together, create health inequities 
that stem from unfair and unjust systems, 
policies, and practices, and limit access to 
the opportunities and resources needed to 
live the healthiest life possible; 

Whereas, since its founding, the United 
States has had a longstanding history and 
legacy of racism, mistreatment, and dis-
crimination that has perpetuated health in-
equities for members of racial and ethnic mi-
nority groups; 

Whereas that history and legacy of racism, 
mistreatment, and discrimination includes— 

(1) the immoral paradox of freedom and 
slavery, which is an atrocity that can be 
traced throughout the history of the United 
States, as African Americans lived under the 
oppressive institution of slavery from 1619 
through 1865, endured the practices and laws 
of segregation during the Jim Crow era, and 
continue to face the ramifications of sys-
temic racism through unjust and discrimina-
tory structures and policies; 

(2) the failure of the United States to carry 
out the responsibilities and promises made 
in more than 350 treaties ratified with sov-
ereign indigenous communities, including 
American Indians, Alaska Natives, and Na-
tive Hawaiians or Pacific Islanders, as made 
evident by the chronic and pervasive under-
funding of the Indian Health Service and 
Tribal, Urban Indian, and Native Hawaiian 
health care, the vast health and socio-
economic inequities faced by Native Amer-
ican people, and the inaccessibility of many 
Federal public health and social programs in 
Native American communities; 

(3) the enactment of immigration laws in 
the United States that scapegoated Asians, 
separated families, and branded Asians as 
perpetual outsiders, such as— 

(A) the enactment of the Act entitled 
‘‘An Act supplementary to the Acts in re-
lation to immigration’’, approved March 3, 
1875 (commonly known as the ‘‘Page Act of 
1875’’) (18 Stat. 477, chapter 141), which ef-
fectively prohibited the entry of East 
Asian women into the United States; 

(B) the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to execute 
certain treaty stipulations relating to Chi-
nese’’, approved May 6, 1882 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act’’; 22 
Stat. 58, chapter 126), which banned thou-
sands of Chinese-born laborers, who were 
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essential in the completion of the trans-
continental railroad and development of 
the West Coast of the United States; and 

(C) the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to regulate 
the immigration of aliens to, and the resi-
dence of aliens in, the United States’’, ap-
proved February 5, 1917 (commonly known 
as the ‘‘Immigration Act of 1917’’) (39 Stat. 
874, chapter 29), which barred all immi-
grants from the ‘‘Asiatic zone’’ and pre-
vented the migration of individuals from 
South Asia, Southeast Asia, and East Asia; 
and 
(4) during the Great Depression Era, the 

deportation of approximately 1,800,000 indi-
viduals based on their Mexican ethnic iden-
tity, although approximately 60 percent of 
the deported individuals were citizens of the 
United States, and the targeting of individ-
uals of Mexican descent for ‘‘repatriation’’ 
due to scapegoating efforts, which blamed 
those individuals for ‘‘stealing’’ jobs from 
‘‘real’’ Americans; 

Whereas, in 1967, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson established the National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders, which con-
cluded that White racism is responsible for 
the pervasive discrimination and segregation 
in employment, education, and housing, 
causing deepened racial division and the con-
tinued exclusion of Black communities from 
the benefits of economic progress; 

Whereas overt racism was embedded in the 
development of medical science and medical 
training during the 18th, 19th, and 20th cen-
turies, causing disproportionate physical and 
psychological harm to members of racial and 
ethnic minority groups, including— 

(1) the unethical practices and abuses expe-
rienced by Black patients and research par-
ticipants, such as the Tuskegee Study of Un-
treated Syphilis in the Negro Male, which 
serve as the foundation for the mistrust the 
Black community has for the medical sys-
tem; and 

(2) the egregiously unethical and cruel 
treatment of enslaved Black women who 
were forced to be the subject of insidious 
medical experiments to advance modern gyn-
ecology, including those perpetuated by the 
so-called ‘‘father of gynecology’’, J. Marion 
Sims; 

Whereas structural racism cemented his-
torical racial and ethnic inequities in access 
to resources and opportunities, contributing 
to worse health outcomes; 

Whereas examples of that structural rac-
ism include— 

(1) before the enactment of the Medicare 
program, the United States health care sys-
tem was highly segregated, and, as late as 
the mid-1960s, hospitals, clinics, and doctors’ 
offices throughout the northern and south-
ern United States complied with Jim Crow 
laws and were completely segregated by 
race, leaving Black communities with little 
to no access to health care services; 

(2) the landmark case Simkins v. Moses H. 
Cone Memorial Hospital, 323 F.2d 959 (4th 
Cir. 1963), which challenged the use of public 
funds by the Federal Government to expand, 
support, and sustain segregated hospital care 
and provided justification for title VI of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 
seq.) and the Medicare hospital certification 
program by establishing Medicare hospital 
racial integration guidelines that applied to 
every hospital that participated in the Fed-
eral program; 

(3) Pacific Islanders from the Freely Asso-
ciated States experience unique health in-
equities resulting from United States nu-
clear weapons tests on their home islands 
while they have been categorically denied 
access to Medicaid and other Federal health 
benefits; 

(4) language minorities, including Chinese- 
, Korean-, Vietnamese-, and Spanish-speak-

ing Americans, were not assured nondiscrim-
inatory access to federally funded services, 
including health services, until the signing 
of Executive Order 13166 (42 U.S.C. 2000d–1 
note; relating to improving access to serv-
ices for persons with limited English pro-
ficiency) in 2000; 

(5) the COVID–19 pandemic exacerbated 
economic, health, housing, and food security 
barriers for Black, Hispanic or Latino, Asian 
American, Native Hawaiian or Pacific Is-
lander, and Native American households, 
which already suffer from disproportionately 
higher rates of food insecurity; and 

(6) members of the Black, Native Amer-
ican, Alaska Native, Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and Hispanic or 
Latino communities are disproportionately 
impacted by the criminal justice and immi-
gration enforcement systems and face a 
higher risk of contracting COVID–19 within 
prison populations and detention centers due 
to the over-incarceration of members of 
those communities; 

Whereas subtle or implicit racism in all 
sectors of the medical service profession con-
tinues to cause disproportionate physical 
and psychological harm to members of racial 
and ethnic minority groups; 

Whereas examples of subtle or implicit rac-
ism in the medical service profession in-
clude— 

(1) the history and persistence of racist and 
nonscientific medical beliefs, which are asso-
ciated with ongoing racial inequities in 
treatment and health outcomes; 

(2) implicit racial and ethnic biases within 
the health care system, which have an ex-
plicit impact on the quality of care experi-
enced by members of racial and ethnic mi-
nority groups, such as the undertreatment of 
pain in Black patients; 

(3) nearly 1⁄5 of Hispanic or Latino Ameri-
cans avoid medical care due to concern about 
being discriminated against or treated poor-
ly; 

(4) the United States health care system 
and other economic and social structures re-
main fraught with biases based on race, eth-
nicity, sex (including sexual orientation and 
gender identity), and class that lead to 
health inequities; 

(5) women of color, including Black, Native 
American, Hispanic or Latina, Asian Amer-
ican, and Native Hawaiian or Pacific Is-
lander women, have faced and continue to 
face attacks on their prenatal, maternal, and 
reproductive health and rights; and 

(6) physicians routinely, through the early 
1980s, sterilized members of racial and ethnic 
minority groups, specifically American In-
dian and Alaska Native women (with 1⁄4 of 
childbearing-age women sterilized by the In-
dian Health Service) and African American 
and Latina women, performing excessive and 
medically unnecessary procedures without 
their informed consent; 

Whereas structural racism perpetuates ra-
cial and ethnic inequities in the social deter-
minants of health, which produces unin-
tended negative health outcomes for mem-
bers of racial and ethnic minority groups; 

Whereas examples of that structural rac-
ism include— 

(1) there are fewer pharmacies, medical 
practices, and hospitals in predominantly 
Black and Hispanic or Latino neighborhoods, 
compared to White or more diverse neighbor-
hoods; 

(2) environmental hazards such as toxic 
waste facilities, garbage dumps, and other 
sources of airborne pollutants, are dispropor-
tionately located in predominantly Black, 
Hispanic or Latino, Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, and low-in-
come communities, resulting in poor air 
quality conditions, which can increase the 
likelihood of chronic respiratory illness and 
premature death from particle pollution; 

(3) employed Black adults are 10 percent 
less likely to have employer-sponsored 
health insurance than employed White 
adults because of racial segregation in occu-
pation sectors and the types of organizations 
in which they work, nearly 1⁄4 of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives lack health in-
surance, and nonelderly Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander adults and certain groups of 
nonelderly Asian American adults, including 
Korean, Vietnamese, and Cambodian adults, 
also have lower levels of insurance than 
White adults; 

(4) several States with higher percentages 
of Black, Hispanic or Latino, and Native 
American populations have not expanded 
their Medicaid programs, continuing to dis-
enfranchise minority communities from ac-
cess to health care as of the date of adoption 
of this resolution; 

(5) discriminatory housing practices, such 
as redlining, which have, for decades, sys-
temically excluded members of racial and 
ethnic minority groups from housing by rob-
bing them of capital in the form of low-cost, 
stable mortgages and opportunities to build 
wealth, and the use by the Federal Govern-
ment of its financial power to segregate 
renters in public housing; 

(6) social inequities such as differing access 
to quality health care, healthy food and safe 
drinking water, safe neighborhoods, edu-
cation, job security, and reliable transpor-
tation, which affect health risks and out-
comes; 

(7) exclusionary disciplinary practices 
(such as detention and suspension) in pri-
mary education and even early education 
settings, which disproportionately affect 
children from racial and ethnic minority 
backgrounds, particularly Black children; 
and 

(8) that, as much as 60 percent of the 
health of a person in the United States can 
be determined by their zip code; 

Whereas structural racism perpetuates on-
going knowledge gaps in data, research, and 
development, which produces unintended 
negative health outcomes for members of ra-
cial and ethnic minority groups; 

Whereas examples of that structural rac-
ism include— 

(1) most participants in clinical trials are 
White, so there is insufficient data to de-
velop evidence-based recommendations for 
people from racial and ethnic minority 
groups; 

(2) medical research equipment and med-
ical devices are typically developed by ma-
jority-White teams and thus can have racial 
blind spots unintentionally built into their 
design, rendering them less effective for peo-
ple from racial and ethnic minority groups, 
such as— 

(A) electroencephalogram (EEG) elec-
trodes used in neuroimaging research do 
not collect reliable data when used on 
scalps with thick, curly hair; and 

(B) pulse oximeters produce less accurate 
oxygen saturation readings when used on 
fingertips with darker skin; 

(3) a lack of images depicting darker skin 
in medical textbooks, literature, and jour-
nals contributes to higher rates of under-
diagnosis or misdiagnosis in patients with 
darker skin; and 

(4) many health-related studies fail to in-
clude data on Native Americans, Asian 
Americans, and Native Hawaiians or Pacific 
Islanders, or do not disaggregate data among 
those groups, leading to their invisibility in 
health data and unjust resource allocation 
and policies; 
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Whereas racism produces unjust outcomes 

and treatment for members of racial and eth-
nic minority groups, with such negative ex-
periences serving as stressors that over time 
have a negative impact on physical health 
(leading, for example, to high blood pressure 
or hypertension) and mental health (leading, 
for example, to anxiety or depression); 

Whereas there is evidence that racial and 
ethnic minority groups continue to face dis-
crimination in the United States, examples 
of which include that— 

(1) social scientists have documented ra-
cial microaggressions in contemporary 
United States society, including— 

(A) assumptions that members of racial 
and ethnic minority groups are not true 
Americans; 

(B) assumptions of lesser intelligence; 
(C) statements that convey color-blind-

ness or denial of the importance of race; 
(D) assumptions of criminality or dan-

gerousness; 
(E) denial of individual racism; 
(F) promotion of the myth of 

meritocracy; 
(G) assumptions that the cultural back-

ground and communication styles of an in-
dividual are pathological; 

(H) treatment as a second-class citizen; 
and 

(I) environmental messages of being un-
welcome or devalued; 
(2) compared to White Americans, Black 

Americans are 5 times more likely to report 
experiencing discrimination when inter-
acting with the police, Hispanic or Latino 
Americans and Native Americans are nearly 
3 times as likely, and Asian Americans and 
Native Hawaiians or Pacific Islanders are 
nearly twice as likely; 

(3) 42 percent of employees in the United 
States have experienced or witnessed racism 
in the workplace; 

(4) Muslims, South Asians, and Sikhs were 
unjustly targeted for profiling, surveillance, 
arrest, discrimination, harassment, assault, 
and murder after 9/11; 

(5) xenophobic rhetoric, including anti-im-
migrant rhetoric and the scapegoating of 
people of East Asian and Southeast Asian de-
scent for the COVID–19 pandemic, resulted in 
a surge of hate against Asian Americans and 
Native Hawaiians or Pacific Islanders, in-
cluding increased harassment, discrimina-
tion, bullying, vandalism, and assault; 

(6) nearly 1⁄2 of Asian Americans and Na-
tive Hawaiians or Pacific Islanders through-
out the United States have experienced dis-
crimination or unfair treatment that may be 
illegal and the majority of victims of dis-
crimination name race or related character-
istics as the reason for the discrimination; 
and 

(7) more than 50 percent of Hispanic or 
Latino adults experience at least one form of 
discrimination due to their racial or ethnic 
heritage, such as being treated as if they 
were not smart, criticized for speaking Span-
ish, told to return to their country, called of-
fensive names, or unfairly stopped by the po-
lice; 

Whereas Black people in the United States 
experience overt and direct forms of violence 
that, when not fatal, can cause severe phys-
ical or psychological harm; 

Whereas examples of such forms of vio-
lence include— 

(1) that Black people are confronted and 
threatened by armed citizens while per-
forming everyday tasks, such as jogging in 
neighborhoods, driving, or playing in a park; 

(2) that Black people are 3 times more like-
ly to be killed by police than White people, 
and police violence is the sixth leading cause 
of death for young Black men; 

(3) the killings of Tamir Rice, Ahmaud 
Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Eli-

jah McClain, Jayland Walker, Jeenan Ander-
son, Timothy McCree Johnson, Jordan 
Neely, and countless other Black Americans 
by law enforcement; 

(4) that it took the United States 66 years 
after the senseless and brutal murder of 14- 
year-old Emmett Till to make lynching a 
Federal crime; 

(5) that, since 2015, mass shootings around 
the country, such as in Buffalo, New York, 
and Charleston, South Carolina, serve as re-
minders of the unresolved history of racism 
in the United States and highlight the 
threats Black people must take into consid-
eration when going about their daily lives, 
both when outside their communities and 
within those communities; and 

(6) that the real threat of brutality and vi-
olence adversely impacts mental health 
among Black communities; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na-
tives experience historical trauma, systemic 
oppression, and cultural genocide that, even 
when not fatal, can cause severe physical or 
psychological harm; 

Whereas examples of such forms of vio-
lence include— 

(1) forced relocation, termination, and as-
similation policies such as boarding schools 
that contributed to health disparities and 
legacies of trauma inflicted on indigenous 
people; 

(2) the United States Army attempting cul-
tural genocide by instigating numerous mas-
sacres, including the mass execution of 38 
Dakota men in Minnesota and the murder of 
300 Lakota people at the Battle of Wounded 
Knee, to eradicate American Indians and 
Alaska Natives; 

(3) murder being the third leading cause of 
death for Native women and 4⁄5 of Indigenous 
women experiencing violence in their life-
time; 

(4) since 2016, there have been 5,712 cases of 
missing and murdered indigenous women and 
people across the United States, including 
506 cases in 71 urban cities and 153 cases 
missing from law enforcement databases, 
with those missing cases likely under-
counting the actual number of cases due to 
the underreporting of cases within American 
Indian and Alaska Native communities; 

(5) the overall death rate from suicide 
among American Indians and Alaska Natives 
is 20 percent higher compared to non-His-
panic White populations; and 

(6) cycles of violence have overburdened in-
digenous communities to respond to levels of 
violence such as gender-based violence, 
human trafficking, suicide, and homicide 
with minimal resources; 

Whereas Hispanics or Latinos, Asian Amer-
icans, and Native Hawaiians or Pacific Is-
landers experience racially motivated kid-
napping, murders, and mass violence, such as 
shootings in Oak Creek, Wisconsin, El Paso 
and Allen, Texas, Atlanta, Georgia, and Indi-
anapolis, Indiana, that, even when not fatal, 
can cause severe physical or psychological 
harm; 

Whereas, throughout the history of the 
United States, members of racial and ethnic 
minority groups have been at the forefront 
of civil rights movements for essential free-
doms, human rights, and equal protection for 
marginalized groups and continue to fight 
for racial and economic justice today; 

Whereas racial inequities in health con-
tinue to persist because of historical and 
contemporary racism; 

Whereas public health experts agree that 
racism meets the criteria of a public health 
crisis because— 

(1) the condition affects many people, is 
seen as a threat to the public, and is con-
tinuing to increase; 

(2) the condition is distributed unfairly; 
(3) preventive measures could reduce the 

effects of the condition; and 

(4) those preventive measures are not yet 
in place; 

Whereas the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention— 

(1) declared racism a serious threat to pub-
lic health; and 

(2) acknowledged the need for additional 
research and investments to address that se-
rious threat; 

Whereas a Federal public health crisis dec-
laration proclaims racism as a pervasive 
health issue and alerts the people of the 
United States to the need to enact imme-
diate and effective cross-governmental ef-
forts to address the root causes of structural 
racism and the downstream impacts of that 
racism; and 

Whereas such a declaration requires the re-
sponse of governments to engage significant 
resources to empower the communities that 
are impacted: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the resolutions drafted, intro-

duced, and adopted by cities and localities 
across the United States declaring racism a 
public health crisis; 

(2) declares racism a public health crisis in 
the United States; 

(3) commits to— 
(A) establishing a nationwide strategy to 

address health disparities and inequities 
across all sectors in society; 

(B) dismantling systemic practices and 
policies that perpetuate racism; 

(C) advancing reforms to address years of 
neglectful and apathetic policies that have 
led to poor health outcomes for members of 
racial and ethnic minority groups; and 

(D) promoting efforts to address the social 
determinants of health for all racial and eth-
nic minority groups in the United States, 
and especially for Black and Native Amer-
ican communities; and 

(4) places a charge on the people of the 
United States to move forward with urgency 
to ensure that the United States stands firm-
ly in honoring its moral purpose of advanc-
ing the self-evident truths that all people are 
created equal, that they are endowed with 
certain unalienable rights, and that among 
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 320—CALL-
ING FOR THE IMMEDIATE RE-
LEASE OF EYVIN HERNANDEZ, A 
UNITED STATES CITIZEN AND 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY PUBLIC 
DEFENDER, WHO WAS WRONG-
FULLY DETAINED BY THE VEN-
EZUELAN REGIME IN MARCH 2022 

Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations: 

S. RES. 320 

Whereas, since 2006, Eyvin Hernandez has 
been a public defender for Los Angeles Coun-
ty, dedicating his career to representing the 
most vulnerable people in the county; 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez is a man of im-
peccable character and a beloved member of 
his community, admired by many who know 
him for his deep devotion to justice, respect 
for humanity, willingness to help others, pa-
tience, kindness, and intellect; 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez has volunteered 
his time to advocate for children in the juve-
nile justice system, to mentor aspiring 
young lawyers through the Latina Lawyer 
Bar Association and the University of Cali-
fornia, Los Angeles (UCLA) Law Fellows 
Program, and to participate in the Los Ange-
les County Public Defender’s Union, Local 
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148, where he previously served on the board 
of directors; 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez is an alumnus of 
the UCLA School of Law and of El Camino 
College, UCLA, where he majored in physics 
and mathematics; 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez’s family immi-
grated to the United States when he was a 
toddler, fleeing the civil war in El Salvador 
and seeking a better life; 

Whereas, on March 31, 2022, Eyvin 
Herndandez was captured by armed, masked 
men in the vicinity of the Colombia-Ven-
ezuela border, and, once his United States 
citizenship was discovered, was transferred 
to Venezuela and detained; 

Whereas the Venezuelan regime charged 
Eyvin Hernandez with criminal association 
and conspiracy, which could lead to 16 years 
of imprisonment; 

Whereas there has been no serious effort to 
provide legitimate evidence to corroborate 
those allegations nor to hold trial pro-
ceedings to adjudicate his case, highlighting 
the fabricated grounds for Eyvin Hernandez’s 
detention; 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez was not included 
in the October 2022 prisoner exchange that 
allowed 7 Americans imprisoned in Ven-
ezuela to return home to the United States; 

Whereas, on October 21, 2022, the Depart-
ment of State designated Eyvin Hernandez 
as wrongfully detained; 

Whereas, in June 2023, the Special Presi-
dential Envoy for Hostage Affairs attempted 
to secure Eyvin Hernandez’s release during a 
visit to Caracas; 

Whereas, even in prison, Eyvin Hernandez 
has served as an advocate for his fellow de-
tained Americans, translating their needs to 
the guards in Spanish and helping them ar-
ticulate their cases to officials of the De-
partment of State; 

Whereas the Los Angeles County commu-
nity, including Eyvin Hernandez’s former 
mentees, colleagues, classmates, friends, and 
family, have created a coalition to advocate 
for his release, highlight the arbitrary and 
unjust nature of his detention, and continue 
fighting to bring him home; and 

Whereas Eyvin Hernandez is a valued cit-
izen of the city of Los Angeles, the State of 
California, and the United States: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) calls on the Venezuelan regime to im-

mediately release Eyvin Hernandez from un-
just imprisonment; 

(2) urges all officials of the executive 
branch of the United States, including Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden, Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken, National Security Advisor 
Jake Sullivan, and Special Presidential 
Envoy for Hostage Affairs Roger Carstens, to 
use all the tools at the disposal of the execu-
tive branch to secure the immediate release 
of Eyvin Hernandez; 

(3) condemns the Venezuelan regime’s con-
tinued use of detentions of citizens and law-
ful permanent residents of the United States 
for political purposes; 

(4) expresses continued support for all citi-
zens and lawful permanent residents of the 
United States wrongfully detained in Ven-
ezuela, along with all other citizens and law-
ful permanent residents of the United States 
wrongfully detained abroad; and 

(5) expresses solidarity with and sympathy 
for Eyvin Hernandez, his friends and family, 
and those advocating for his immediate re-
lease, for the personal hardship experienced 
as a result of the arbitrary and baseless de-
tention of their loved one. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 321—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE RELATING TO NUCLEAR 
POWER AND THE COMMITMENT 
OF THE SENATE TO EMBRACING 
AND PROMOTING NUCLEAR 
POWER AS A CLEAN BASELOAD 
ENERGY SOURCE NECESSARY TO 
ACHIEVE A RELIABLE, SECURE, 
AND DIVERSIFIED ELECTRIC 
GRID 
Mr. BUDD (for himself, Mr. COONS, 

Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. BROWN, Mr. CRAMER, 
Ms. SINEMA, Mr. RICKETTS, Mr. TILLIS, 
Mr. KELLY, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. WICKER, 
Mr. RISCH, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
GRAHAM, and Mr. WHITEHOUSE) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources: 

S. RES. 321 
Resolved, That— 
(1) in order to maintain geopolitical energy 

leadership, reduce carbon emissions, and en-
hance the energy security of the United 
States, the Senate is committed to embrac-
ing and promoting nuclear power as a clean 
baseload energy source necessary to achieve 
a reliable, secure, and diversified electric 
grid; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) among allies and partners of the United 

States, nuclear energy presents an advan-
tageous export opportunity for United States 
advanced manufacturing and technical ex-
pertise; and 

(B) to realize the benefits of next-genera-
tion nuclear deployment— 

(i) a robust domestic production base of 
low-enriched uranium and high-assay, low- 
enriched uranium needs to be established; 

(ii) the domestic nuclear supply chain and 
the associated workforce needs to be further 
established, and a highly trained and capable 
workforce of scientists, engineers, operators, 
regulators, and trades workers needs to be 
cultivated; and 

(iii) robust public-private financing mecha-
nisms should be pursued. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 322—COM-
MEMORATING THE LIFE, LEG-
ACY, AND ENTERTAINMENT CA-
REER OF TONY BENNETT 
Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr. COR-

NYN, and Mr. REED) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 322 

Whereas Tony Bennett, born Anthony 
Dominick Benedetto, on August 3, 1926, was 
an iconic singer, performer, and artist who 
made significant contributions to the world 
of music and entertainment throughout an 
illustrious career; 

Whereas the unparalleled talent, excep-
tional vocal range, and soulful renditions of 
the timeless classics of Tony Bennett 
touched the hearts of millions of people 
around the globe, leaving an indelible mark 
on the cultural landscape of the United 
States; 

Whereas the dedication to craft, tireless 
pursuit of excellence, and unwavering com-
mitment to preserving the Great American 
Songbook earned Tony Bennett numerous 
accolades, including 20 Grammy Awards, a 
Kennedy Center honor, and the distinction of 
being a National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Master; 

Whereas philanthropic efforts by Tony 
Bennett, which included support for arts 

education and humanitarian causes, exem-
plified the compassionate spirit of Tony Ben-
nett and a commitment to making the world 
a better place; 

Whereas Tony Bennett was a native son of 
Astoria, Queens, a community that was al-
ways close to his heart, where he helped to 
found the Frank Sinatra High School of the 
Arts; 

Whereas the devotion of Tony Bennett to 
this country was evident during service in 
the United States Army during World War II 
in France and Germany; 

Whereas Tony Bennett was a lifelong 
champion of civil rights, using music to de-
velop a platform to speak out vociferously 
against racism and discrimination; 

Whereas Tony Bennett marched with 
Harry Belafonte in the historic Selma-to- 
Montgomery marches, standing alongside 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to demand equal-
ity and justice for all; and 

Whereas the musical legacy of Tony Ben-
nett not only enriched the lives of fans but 
also served as an inspiration to countless as-
piring artists, encouraging these artists to 
pursue dreams and strive for greatness: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) uses August 3, 2023, to commemorate 

the birth of this legendary artist, a day 
which marks not only the passing of another 
year, but also an opportunity to celebrate an 
extraordinary life and the impact Tony Ben-
nett has had on the United States and the 
world; 

(2) proclaims August 3, 2023, as ‘‘Tony Ben-
nett Day’’ across the country, urging all citi-
zens to join together in honoring this ex-
traordinary man and the tremendous con-
tributions to the arts and society; and 

(3) calls upon educational institutions, 
community organizations, and the people of 
the United States to participate in events 
and activities that celebrate the music, ca-
reer, and philanthropy of Tony Bennett, fos-
tering a deeper appreciation for the arts and 
the role the arts play in enriching the lives 
of the people of the United States. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 323—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF FENTANYL PREVEN-
TION AND AWARENESS DAY ON 
AUGUST 21, 2023 
Mr. GRASSLEY (for himself and Mrs. 

FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 323 

Whereas families in the United States af-
fected by the use of illicit fentanyl use 
Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day 
to— 

(1) preserve the memory of the individuals 
lost to fentanyl overdose or poisoning who 
were unsuspecting victims, experimenting 
with the drug, or suffering from substance 
use disorder; 

(2) acknowledge the devastation caused by 
the use of illicit fentanyl and other dan-
gerous drugs; and 

(3) share awareness about the dangers of 
the use of illicit fentanyl to prevent a public 
health crisis, self-harm, addiction, and 
death; 

Whereas Fentanyl Prevention and Aware-
ness Day is celebrated each year on August 
21 by State governors and attorneys general, 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, parent-teacher associations, the High 
Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas program, 
the Office of National Drug Control Policy, 
the Drug Enforcement Administration (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the ‘‘DEA’’), 
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and hundreds of other organizations 
throughout the United States; 

Whereas fentanyl is a highly addictive syn-
thetic opioid that is 100 times more potent 
than morphine; 

Whereas, according to the DEA, illicit 
fentanyl is— 

(1) manufactured with other illicit drugs to 
increase potency; 

(2) sold as a powder or mixed with other il-
licit drugs; and 

(3) pressed into counterfeit pills to look 
like legitimate pharmaceutical drugs; 

Whereas the fentanyl crisis in the United 
States is a serious public safety threat; 

Whereas the illicit fentanyl poisoning rate 
in 2022 was the highest in the history of the 
United States, and fentanyl poisoning was 
the number one cause of death among citi-
zens of the United States aged 18 to 45; 

Whereas synthetic opioids, primarily 
fentanyl and the analogues of fentanyl, are 
devastating communities and families at an 
unprecedented rate, claiming 2⁄3 of the more 
than 107,000 lives lost to drug overdoses in 
2021; 

Whereas drug-related deaths throughout 
the United States reached a new record in 
2022, with at least 109,680 deaths; 

Whereas individuals increasingly use pills 
or other drugs without knowing those sub-
stances contain fentanyl; 

Whereas, in 2021, the DEA issued the first 
public safety alert by the agency in more 
than 6 years to raise awareness of a signifi-
cant nationwide surge in counterfeit pills; 

Whereas the rate of fentanyl-related mass 
poisonings (events including 3 or more 
poisonings close in time at the same loca-
tion) was rising as of 2022, according to the 
DEA; 

Whereas families in the United States af-
fected by the use of illicit fentanyl have 
gained momentum in educating the public 
about the dangers of the use of illicit 
fentanyl and other drugs and actively engage 
with Federal agencies to promote such edu-
cation and awareness; 

Whereas families in the United States af-
fected by the use of illicit fentanyl seek to 
raise awareness of that issue and prevent 
fentanyl-related deaths, and those families 
join together in the effort to save lives on 
Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day; 
and 

Whereas parents, young people, schools, 
businesses, law enforcement agencies, reli-
gious institutions and faith-based organiza-
tions, service organizations, senior citizens, 
medical and military personnel, sports 
teams, and individuals throughout the 
United States will demonstrate a commit-
ment to healthy, productive, and drug-free 
lifestyles on Fentanyl Prevention and 
Awareness Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of 

Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day; 
(2) encourages the people of the United 

States to promote prevention of the use of 
fentanyl and to educate young people on 
Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day, 
symbolizing a commitment to healthy, drug- 
free lifestyles; 

(3) encourages children, teenagers, and 
other individuals to choose to live drug-free 
lives; and 

(4) encourages the people of the United 
States to— 

(A) promote drug prevention and the cre-
ation of drug-free communities; and 

(B) participate in drug prevention activi-
ties to show support for healthy, productive, 
and drug-free lifestyles. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 324—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF AUGUST 6 
THROUGH AUGUST 12, 2023, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FARMERS MARKET 
WEEK’’ 

Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Ms. 
ERNST) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 324 

Whereas farmers markets accounted for 
$1,700,000,000 in income for farmers of the 
United States in 2020, demonstrating the cru-
cial role of farmers markets in local econo-
mies; 

Whereas, according to the Marketing Serv-
ice of the Department of Agriculture, the 
number of farmers markets in the United 
States rose from 1,755 in 1994 to 8,771 in 2019, 
an average growth of nearly 7 percent per 
year; 

Whereas farmers markets serve as signifi-
cant educational sites and as bridges be-
tween urban and rural communities, contrib-
uting to a better public understanding of 
farming and ranching; 

Whereas the adoption of more sustainable 
farming practices is closely associated with 
farmer-to-consumer interactions facilitated 
by farmers markets; 

Whereas farmers markets and direct mar-
keting farmers help improve the health and 
wellness of low-income people in the United 
States who receive Federal nutrition bene-
fits; and 

Whereas National Farmers Market Week is 
a time to recognize the unique and indispen-
sable role farmers markets play in sup-
porting food access, bolstering local econo-
mies, promoting healthy communities, and 
fostering sustainable farming: Now, there-
fore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of August 6 

through August 12, 2023, as ‘‘National Farm-
ers Market Week’’; and 

(2) recognizes the vital role that farmers 
markets play in bringing communities to-
gether and in supporting the livelihoods of 
millions of people in the United States, from 
farmers and food producers to consumers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 325—RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF 
TRADEMARKS IN THE ECONOMY 
AND THE ROLE OF TRADEMARKS 
IN PROTECTING CONSUMER 
SAFETY, BY DESIGNATING THE 
MONTH OF AUGUST AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL ANTI-COUNTERFEITING 
AND CONSUMER EDUCATION AND 
AWARENESS MONTH’’ 

Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 
GRASSLEY) submitted the following res-
olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 325 

Whereas public awareness is crucial to 
safeguard consumers and businesses from un-
safe and unreliable products that, through il-
licit activity, threaten intellectual property 
rights, the economic market, and even the 
health and well-being of consumers; 

Whereas Federal statutes such as the Act 
of July 5, 1946 (commonly referred to as the 
‘‘Trademark Act of 1946’’ or the ‘‘Lanham 
Act’’) (60 Stat. 427, chapter 540; 15 U.S.C. 1051 
et seq.) (referred to in this preamble as the 
‘‘Lanham Act’’) and the Trademark Counter-
feiting Act of 1984 (Public Law 98–473; 98 
Stat. 2178) regulate the unlawful act of pro-
ducing and selling counterfeit products; 

Whereas the Lanham Act provided the 
foundation for modern Federal trademark 
protection, creating legal rights and rem-
edies for brand owners suffering from trade-
mark infringement, helping consumers make 
informed choices by reducing the amount of 
confusingly similar products, and making 
the marketplace more fair, competitive, and 
safe for all; 

Whereas, according to the World Intellec-
tual Property Organization, there was an es-
timated 73,700,000 active trademark registra-
tions around the world in 2021, a 14.3 percent 
increase from the previous year; 

Whereas counterfeit products undermine 
laws, including the Lanham Act, that ensure 
the safety of consumers, businesses, and 
brand owners against illegitimate products 
in the marketplace, from which criminal 
groups and bad actors are benefitting at the 
expense of the public and private sector; 

Whereas counterfeiters use different online 
platforms to attract consumers to buy ille-
gitimate goods, usually enticing consumers 
through cheaper prices; 

Whereas the growth of both global com-
merce and electronic commerce has expe-
dited the evolving problem because it has 
given third-party actors an enhanced oppor-
tunity to reach consumers that they may 
have not previously been able to reach; 

Whereas the deceptive tactics of counter-
feiters and their counterfeit products pose 
actual and potential harm to the health and 
safety of United States citizens, especially 
the most vulnerable consumers in society, 
such as senior citizens and children; 

Whereas, according to the 2023 Special 301 
Report issued by the Office the United States 
Trade Representative, counterfeit items 
often do not comply with regulated safety 
standards, and as a result, vast amounts of 
unsafe products are constantly circulating 
the market and endangering the public; 

Whereas goods originating in China and 
Hong Kong account for more than 80 percent 
of all global customs seizures of dangerous 
counterfeit goods, including foodstuffs, phar-
maceuticals, cosmetics, and other goods; 

Whereas many international criminals 
used the COVID–19 pandemic to exploit the 
market with numerous counterfeits, and as a 
result, have defrauded United States citi-
zens; 

Whereas counterfeit medical products pose 
a particular threat to the safety and health 
of consumers in the United States because 
the counterfeit product does not provide the 
same level of protection as an authentic arti-
cle; 

Whereas these dangers were elevated dur-
ing the COVID–19 pandemic by significant 
trafficking in counterfeit personal protective 
equipment, medical devices, and COVID–19 
treatments; 

Whereas, according to the World Trade-
mark review, as of March 25, 2021, there were 
2,054 COVID–19 related seizures, including 
counterfeit masks and medicines totaling in 
excess of $47,200,000, with 265 arrests; 

Whereas, in September 2021, the Drug En-
forcement Administration (‘‘DEA’’) issued 
its first Public Safety Alert in 6 years to 
warn the public about the alarming increase 
in the availability and lethality of fake pre-
scription pills in the United States, pills 
that often contain deadly doses of fentanyl, 
and as of July 2023, the DEA has seized a 
staggering 39,200,000 fentanyl-laced prescrip-
tion pills; 

Whereas counterfeit products threaten the 
United States economy and job creation, and 
according to United States Customs and Bor-
der Protection, counterfeiting and piracy 
cost businesses in the United States more 
than $200,000,000,000 per year and has led to 
the loss of 750,000 jobs; 
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Whereas, in 2022, the United States Cus-

toms and Border Protection seized more 
than 24,500,000 counterfeit goods, with an es-
timated manufacturer’s suggested retail 
price of over $2,980,000,000 if the goods were 
genuine, which equates to about $8,164,383 in 
counterfeit goods seizures every day; 

Whereas the manufacturing, trade, and 
consumption of counterfeit products are on 
the rise; 

Whereas, according to the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office, as of 2020, at 
least 20 percent of counterfeit and pirated 
goods sold abroad displace sales in the 
United States, and of the $143,000,000,000 sold 
of such goods, the United States economy 
suffers a loss of around $29,000,000,000 per 
year; 

Whereas businesses of all sizes collectively 
spend millions of dollars to protect and en-
force their own brand and products by re-
moving counterfeit products from both on-
line and physical marketplaces; 

Whereas businesses must devote resources 
to combating counterfeit products instead of 
using those resources to grow their business 
by hiring new employees and developing new 
products; 

Whereas one of the most effective ways to 
protect consumers of the dangers of counter-
feit products is through educational cam-
paigns and awareness programs; and 

Whereas organizations such as the Con-
gressional Trademark Caucus, Federal en-
forcement agencies, the National Intellec-
tual Property Rights Coordination Center, 
and State enforcement agencies are actively 
working to raise awareness of the value of 
trademarks and the impact and harms 
caused by counterfeit products on both the 
national and State economies: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the month of August 2023 as 

‘‘National Anti-Counterfeiting and Consumer 
Education and Awareness Month’’; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Anti-Counterfeiting and Consumer 
Education and Awareness Month to educate 
the public and raise public awareness about 
the actual and potential dangers counterfeit 
products pose to consumer health and safety; 

(3) affirms the continuing importance and 
need for comprehensive Federal, State, and 
private sector-supported education and 
awareness efforts designed to equip the con-
sumers of the United States with the infor-
mation and tools needed to safeguard against 
illegal counterfeit products in traditional 
commerce, internet commerce, and other 
electronic commerce platforms; and 

(4) recognizes and reaffirms the commit-
ment of the United States to combating 
counterfeiting by promoting awareness 
about the actual and potential harm of coun-
terfeiting to consumers and brand owners 
and by promoting new education programs 
and campaigns designed to reduce the supply 
of, and demand for, counterfeit products. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 326—RECOG-
NIZING AUGUST 23, 2023, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL POLL WORKER RECRUIT-
MENT DAY’’ 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mrs. BRITT, 
Mr. BROWN, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CASEY, 
Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. FETTERMAN, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mr. 
KAINE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. KING, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. WARREN, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 

WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 326 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes August 23, 2023 , as ‘‘National 

Poll Worker Recruitment Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the need for, and apprecia-

tion of, the service of poll workers; and 
(3) encourages eligible people to help 

America vote in the 2023 elections by serving 
as poll workers. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 327—DESIG-
NATING AUGUST 16, 2023, AS ‘‘NA-
TIONAL AIRBORNE DAY’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself, Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI, Mr. SULLIVAN, Mr. KING, Ms. 
CORTEZ MASTO, Ms. ROSEN, Mrs. SHA-
HEEN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. OSSOFF, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. WARNOCK, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mr. COTTON, and Mr. 
MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 327 

Whereas the members of the airborne 
forces of the Armed Forces of the United 
States have a long and honorable history as 
bold and fierce warriors who, for the na-
tional security of the United States and the 
defense of freedom and peace, project the 
ground combat power of the United States 
by air transport to the far reaches of the bat-
tle area and to the far corners of the world; 

Whereas, on June 25, 1940, experiments 
with airborne operations by the United 
States began after the Army Parachute Test 
Platoon was first authorized by the Depart-
ment of War; 

Whereas, in July 1940, 48 volunteers began 
training for the Army Parachute Test Pla-
toon; 

Whereas the first official Army parachute 
jump took place on August 16, 1940, to test 
the innovative concept of inserting United 
States ground combat forces behind a battle 
line by means of a parachute; 

Whereas the success of the Army Para-
chute Test Platoon, before the entry of the 
United States into World War II, validated 
the airborne operational concept and led to 
the creation of a formidable force of airborne 
formations that included the 11th, 13th, 17th, 
82nd, and 101st Airborne Divisions; 

Whereas included in those divisions, and 
among other separate formations, were 
many airborne combat, combat support, and 
combat service support units that served 
with distinction and achieved repeated suc-
cess in armed hostilities during World War 
II; 

Whereas the achievements of the airborne 
units during World War II prompted the evo-
lution of those units into a diversified force 
of parachute and air-assault units that, over 
the years, have fought in Korea, the Domini-
can Republic, Vietnam, Grenada, Panama, 
the Persian Gulf region, and Somalia, and 
have engaged in peacekeeping operations in 
Lebanon, the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt, 
Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo; 

Whereas, since the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001, the members of the 
United States airborne forces, including 
members of the XVIII Airborne Corps, the 
82ndAirborne Division, the 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault), the 173rd Airborne Bri-
gade Combat Team, the 4th Brigade Combat 
Team (Airborne) of the 25th Infantry Divi-
sion, the 75th Ranger Regiment, special oper-
ations forces of the Army, Marine Corps, 

Navy, and Air Force, and other units of the 
Armed Forces, have demonstrated bravery 
and honor in combat, stability, and training 
operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, and other 
theaters in the Global War on Terrorism; 

Whereas the continued evolution of United 
States Army airborne units allowed for the 
reactivation of the 11th Airborne Division on 
June 6, 2022, to lead the Armed Forces of the 
United States in Arctic warfighting capabili-
ties, support United States Indo-Pacific 
Command operations, and continue the sto-
ried legacy of the 11th Airborne Division 
that dates back to World War II; 

Whereas the modern airborne forces also 
include other elite forces composed of air-
borne trained and qualified special oper-
ations warriors, including Army Special 
Forces, Marine Corps Reconnaissance Bat-
talions, Navy SEALs, and Air Force combat 
control and pararescue teams; 

Whereas, of the members and former mem-
bers of the United States airborne forces, 
thousands have achieved the distinction of 
making combat jumps, dozens have earned 
the Medal of Honor, and hundreds have 
earned the Distinguished Service Cross, the 
Silver Star, or other decorations and awards 
for displays of heroism, gallantry, intre-
pidity, and valor; 

Whereas the members and former members 
of the United States airborne forces are all 
members of a proud and honorable tradition 
that, together with the special skills and 
achievements of those members, distin-
guishes the members as intrepid combat 
parachutists, air assault forces, special oper-
ation forces, and, in the past, glider infantry; 

Whereas individuals from every State of 
the United States have served gallantly in 
the airborne forces, and each State is proud 
of the contributions of its paratrooper vet-
erans during the many conflicts faced by the 
United States; 

Whereas the history and achievements of 
the members and former members of the 
United States airborne forces warrant spe-
cial expressions of the gratitude of the peo-
ple of the United States; and 

Whereas, since the airborne forces, past 
and present, celebrate August 16 as the anni-
versary of the first official jump by the 
Army Parachute Test Platoon, August 16 is 
an appropriate day to recognize as National 
Airborne Day: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates August 16, 2023, as ‘‘National 

Airborne Day’’; and 
(2) calls on the people of the United States 

to observe National Airborne Day with ap-
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi-
ties. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 19—URGING THE ESTAB-
LISHMENT OF A UNITED STATES 
COMMISSION ON TRUTH, RACIAL 
HEALING, AND TRANS-
FORMATION 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. CARDIN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Ms. DUCKWORTH) submitted 
the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 19 

Whereas the first ship carrying enslaved 
Africans to what is now known as the United 
States of America arrived in 1619; 

Whereas that event more than 400 years 
ago was significant not only because it ush-
ered in the institution of chattel slavery of 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3773 July 27, 2023 
African Americans, but also because it facili-
tated the systematic oppression of all people 
of color that has been a devastating and in-
sufficiently understood and acknowledged 
aspect of our Nation’s history over those 
past 400-plus years, and that has left a legacy 
of that oppression that haunts our Nation to 
this day; 

Whereas the institution of chattel slavery 
in the United States subjugated African 
Americans for nearly 250 years, fractured our 
Nation, and made a mockery of its founding 
principle that ‘‘all men are created equal’’; 

Whereas the signing of the Constitution of 
the United States failed to end slavery and 
oppression against African Americans and 
other people of color, thus embedding in so-
ciety the belief in the myth of a hierarchy of 
human value based on superficial physical 
characteristics such as skin color and facial 
features, and resulting in purposeful and per-
sistent racial inequities in education, health 
care, employment, Social Security and vet-
eran benefits, land ownership, financial as-
sistance, food security, wages, voting rights, 
and the justice system; 

Whereas that oppression denied oppor-
tunity and mobility to African Americans 
and other people of color within the United 
States, resulting in stolen labor worth bil-
lions of dollars while ultimately forestalling 
landmark contributions that African Ameri-
cans and other people of color would make in 
science, arts, commerce, and public service; 

Whereas Reconstruction represented a sig-
nificant but constrained moment of advances 
for Black rights as epitomized by the Freed-
man’s Bureau, which negotiated labor con-
tracts for ex-enslaved people but failed to se-
cure for them land of their own; 

Whereas the brutal overthrow of Recon-
struction failed all individuals in the United 
States by failing to ensure the safety and se-
curity of African Americans and by 
emboldening States and municipalities in 
both the North and South to enact numerous 
laws and policies to stymie the socio-
economic mobility and political voice of 
freed Blacks, thus maintaining their subser-
vience to Whites; 

Whereas Reconstruction, the civil rights 
movement, and other efforts to redress the 
grievances of marginalized people were sabo-
taged, both intentionally and unintention-
ally, by those in power, thus rendering the 
accomplishments of those efforts transitory 
and unsustainable, and further embedding 
the racial hierarchy in society; 

Whereas examples of government actions 
directed against populations of color (re-
ferred to in this resolution as ‘‘discrimina-
tory government actions’’) include— 

(1) the creation of the Federal Housing Ad-
ministration, which adopted specific policies 
designed to incentivize residential segrega-
tion; 

(2) the enactment of legislation creating 
the Social Security program, for which most 
African Americans were purposely rendered 
ineligible during its first 2 decades; 

(3) the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944 (commonly known as the ‘‘GI Bill of 
Rights’’; 58 Stat. 284, chapter 268), which left 
administration of its programs to the States, 
thus enabling blatant discrimination against 
African-American veterans; 

(4) the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, 
which allowed labor unions to discriminate 
based on race; 

(5) subprime lending aimed purposefully at 
families of color; 

(6) disenfranchisement of Native Ameri-
cans, who, until 1924, were denied citizenship 
on land Native Americans had occupied for 
millennia; 

(7) Federal Indian Boarding School Policy 
during the 19th and 20th centuries, the pur-
pose of which was to ‘‘civilize’’ Native chil-

dren through methods intended to eradicate 
Native cultures, traditions, and languages; 

(8) land policies toward Indian Tribes, such 
as the allotment policy, which caused the 
loss of over 90,000,000 acres of Tribal lands, 
even though 2⁄3 of that acreage was guaran-
teed to Indian Tribes by treaties and other 
Federal laws, and similar unjustified land 
grabs from Indian Tribes that occurred re-
gionally throughout the late 1800s and into 
the termination era in the 1950s and 1960s; 

(9) the involuntary removal of Mexicans 
and United States citizens of Mexican de-
scent through large-scale discriminatory de-
portation programs in the 1930s and 1950s; 

(10) the United States annexation of Puer-
to Rico, which made Puerto Ricans citizens 
of the United States without affording them 
voting rights; 

(11) racial discrimination against Latino 
Americans, which has forced Latino Ameri-
cans to fight continuously for equal access 
to employment, housing, health care, finan-
cial services, and education; 

(12) the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to execute 
certain treaty stipulations relating to Chi-
nese’’, approved May 6, 1882 (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Chinese Exclusion Act’’; 22 
Stat. 58, chapter 126), which effectively halt-
ed immigration from China and barred Chi-
nese immigrants from becoming citizens of 
the United States, and which was the first 
instance of xenophobic legislation signed 
into law specifically targeting a specific 
group of people based on ethnicity; 

(13) the treatment of Japanese Americans, 
despite no evidence of disloyalty, as suspect 
and traitorous in the very country they 
helped to build, leading most notably to the 
mass incarceration of Japanese Americans 
beginning in 1942; 

(14) the conspiracy to overthrow the King-
dom of Hawaii and annex the land of the 
Kingdom of Hawaii, without the consent of 
or compensation to the Native Hawaiian peo-
ple of Hawaii; and 

(15) the United States history of colo-
nialism in the Pacific, which has resulted in 
economic, health, and educational dispari-
ties among other inequities, for people in 
United States territories, as well as inde-
pendent nations with which the United 
States has treaty obligations; 

Whereas those discriminatory government 
actions, among other government policies 
that have had racially disparate impacts, 
have disproportionately barred African 
Americans and other people of color from 
building wealth, thus limiting capital and 
exacerbating the racial wealth gap; 

Whereas research has shown that the per-
sistent racial wealth gap has had a signifi-
cant negative impact on other racial dispari-
ties, such as the achievement gap, disparities 
in school dropout rates, income gaps, dis-
parities in home ownership rates, health out-
come disparities, and disparities in incarcer-
ation rates; 

Whereas United States civic leaders and 
foundations have spearheaded critical efforts 
to advance racial healing, understanding, 
and transformation within the United 
States, recognizing that it is in our collec-
tive national interest to urgently address 
the unhealed, entrenched divisions that will 
severely undermine our democracy if they 
are allowed to continue to exist; 

Whereas many of the most far-reaching 
victories for racial healing in the United 
States have been greatly enhanced by the in-
volvement, support, and dedication of indi-
viduals from any and all racial groups; 

Whereas, at the same time, much of the 
progress toward racial healing and racial eq-
uity in the United States has been limited or 
reversed by our failure to address the root 
cause of racism, which is the belief in the 
myth of a hierarchy of human value based on 

superficial physical characteristics such as 
skin color and facial features; 

Whereas the United States institution of 
slavery, as well as other examples enumer-
ated in this resolution, represents inten-
tional and blatant violations of the most 
basic right of every individual in the United 
States to a free and decent life; 

Whereas the consequences of oppression 
against people of color have cascaded for 
centuries, across generations, beyond the era 
of active enslavement, imperiling for de-
scendants of slaves and other targets of op-
pression what should have otherwise been 
the right of every individual in the United 
States to life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness; 

Whereas more than 40 countries have reck-
oned with historical injustice and its after-
math through forming truth and reconcili-
ation commissions to move toward restora-
tive justice and to return dignity to their 
citizens; 

Whereas for 3 decades there has been a 
growing movement inside and outside Con-
gress to have the Federal Government de-
velop material remedies for the institution 
of slavery, including through a Commission 
to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals 
for African Americans described in H.R. 40, 
118th Congress, as introduced on January 9, 
2023, and S. 40, 118th Congress, as introduced 
on January 24, 2023; 

Whereas the formation of a United States 
Commission on Truth, Racial Healing, and 
Transformation does not supplant the forma-
tion of a Commission to Study and Develop 
Reparation Proposals for African Americans, 
but rather complements that effort; and 

Whereas contemporary social science, med-
ical science, and the rapidly expanding use of 
artificial intelligence and social media re-
veal the costs and potential threats to our 
democracy if we continue to allow unhealed, 
entrenched divisions to be ignored and ex-
ploited: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) affirms, more than 400 years after the 
arrival of the first slave ship to the United 
States, that the Nation owes a long-overdue 
debt of remembrance to not only those who 
lived through the egregious injustices enu-
merated in this resolution, but also to their 
descendants; and 

(2) urges the establishment of a United 
States Commission on Truth, Racial Heal-
ing, and Transformation to properly ac-
knowledge, memorialize, and be a catalyst 
for progress toward— 

(A) jettisoning the belief in a hierarchy of 
human value; 

(B) embracing our common humanity; and 
(C) permanently eliminating persistent ra-

cial inequities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1073. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by her 
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table. 

SA 1074. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 936 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER 
to the amendment SA 935 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER)) to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1075. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
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to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1076. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1075 submitted by Mr. SCHU-
MER and intended to be proposed to the bill 
S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on 
the table. 

SA 1077. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1078. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) proposed an amendment to 
amendment SA 935 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER 
(for Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. WICKER)) 
to the bill S. 2226, supra. 

SA 1079. Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
MARKEY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2226, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1080. Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr. 
MARKEY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by her to the bill S. 2226, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1081. Mr. MULLIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 1082. Mr. LANKFORD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1083. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

SA 1084. Mr. DAINES (for himself and Mr. 
TESTER) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 935 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for 
Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. WICKER)) to 
the bill S. 2226, supra. 

SA 1085. Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr. 
DAINES) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 1086. Mr. MURPHY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. 

SA 1087. Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. 
WICKER) proposed an amendment to amend-
ment SA 935 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for 
Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. WICKER)) to 
the bill S. 2226, supra. 

SA 1088. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. PETERS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1528, to 
streamline the sharing of information among 
Federal disaster assistance agencies, to expe-
dite the delivery of life-saving assistance to 
disaster survivors, to speed the recovery of 
communities from disasters, to protect the 
security and privacy of information provided 
by disaster survivors, and for other purposes. 

SA 1089. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. BOOZMAN 
(for himself, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. CARPER, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. KING, and Mr. MARSHALL)) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 788, to 
amend the Permanent Electronic Duck 
Stamp Act of 2013 to allow States to issue 
fully electronic stamps under that Act, and 
for other purposes. 

SA 1090. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. CRUZ (for 
himself, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. CORNYN, and Mr. 
HEINRICH)) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 992, to amend the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 to des-
ignate the Texas and New Mexico portions of 
the future Interstate-designated segments of 
the Port-to-Plains Corridor as Interstate 
Route 27, and for other purposes. 

SA 1091. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. PETERS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1858, to 
amend the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief 
and Emergency Assistance Act to establish a 
deadline for applying for disaster unemploy-
ment assistance. 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1073. Mrs. MURRAY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1063. BRIEFING ON AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

ACTIVE ASSOCIATIONS. 
Not later than November 1, 2023, the Sec-

retary of the Air Force shall brief the con-
gressional defense committees on the poten-
tial increase in air refueling capacity and 
cost savings, including manpower, to be 
achieved by making all Air National Guard 
KC–135 units active associations. 

SA 1074. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 936 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER to the amendment SA 935 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. REED 
(for himself and Mr. WICKER)) to the 
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘1 day’’ and insert 
‘‘2 days’’. 

SA 1075. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 3 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 1076. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed to 
amendment SA 1075 submitted by Mr. 
SCHUMER and intended to be proposed 
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 1, line 3, strike ‘‘3’’ and insert ‘‘4 
days’’. 

SA 1077. Mr. SCHUMER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 

military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end add the following: 
SEC. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Act shall take effect on the date that 
is 5 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 1078. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself 
and Ms. MURKOWSKI) proposed an 
amendment to amendment SA 935 pro-
posed by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. REED 
(for himself and Mr. WICKER)) to the 
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense 
activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION I—NATIVE AMERICAN HOUSING 

ASSISTANCE AND SELF-DETERMINA-
TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023 

SEC. 11001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Native 

American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Reauthorization Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11002. CONSOLIDATION OF ENVIRON-

MENTAL REVIEW REQUIREMENTS. 
Section 105 of the Native American Hous-

ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4115) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) CONSOLIDATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEW REQUIREMENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a recipient 
of grant amounts under this Act that is car-
rying out a project that qualifies as an af-
fordable housing activity under section 202, 
if the recipient is using 1 or more additional 
sources of Federal funds to carry out the 
project, and the grant amounts received 
under this Act constitute the largest single 
source of Federal funds that the recipient 
reasonably expects to commit to the project 
at the time of environmental review, the In-
dian tribe of the recipient may assume, in 
addition to all of the responsibilities for en-
vironmental review, decision making, and 
action under subsection (a), all of the addi-
tional responsibilities for environmental re-
view, decision making, and action under pro-
visions of law that would apply to each Fed-
eral agency providing additional funding 
were the Federal agency to carry out the 
project as a Federal project. 

‘‘(2) DISCHARGE.—The assumption by the 
Indian tribe of the additional responsibilities 
for environmental review, decision making, 
and action under paragraph (1) with respect 
to a project shall be deemed to discharge the 
responsibility of the applicable Federal agen-
cy for environmental review, decision mak-
ing, and action with respect to the project. 

‘‘(3) CERTIFICATION.—An Indian tribe that 
assumes the additional responsibilities under 
paragraph (1), shall certify, in addition to 
the requirements under subsection (c)— 

‘‘(A) the additional responsibilities that 
the Indian tribe has fully carried out under 
this subsection; and 

‘‘(B) that the certifying officer consents to 
assume the status of a responsible Federal 
official under the provisions of law that 
would apply to each Federal agency pro-
viding additional funding under paragraph 
(1). 
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‘‘(4) LIABILITY.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—An Indian tribe that 

completes an environmental review under 
this subsection shall assume sole liability for 
the content and quality of the review. 

‘‘(B) REMEDIES AND SANCTIONS.—Except as 
provided in subparagraph (C), if the Sec-
retary approves a certification and release of 
funds to an Indian tribe for a project in ac-
cordance with subsection (b), but the Sec-
retary or the head of another Federal agency 
providing funding for the project subse-
quently learns that the Indian tribe failed to 
carry out the responsibilities of the Indian 
tribe as described in subsection (a) or para-
graph (1), as applicable, the Secretary or 
other head, as applicable, may impose appro-
priate remedies and sanctions in accordance 
with— 

‘‘(i) the regulations issued pursuant to sec-
tion 106; or 

‘‘(ii) such regulations as are issued by the 
other head. 

‘‘(C) STATUTORY VIOLATION WAIVERS.—If the 
Secretary waives the requirements under 
this section in accordance with subsection 
(d) with respect to a project for which an In-
dian tribe assumes additional responsibil-
ities under paragraph (1), the waiver shall 
prohibit any other Federal agency providing 
additional funding for the project from im-
posing remedies or sanctions for failure to 
comply with requirements for environmental 
review, decision making, and action under 
provisions of law that would apply to the 
Federal agency.’’. 
SEC. 11003. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
Section 108 of the Native American Hous-

ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4117) is amended, in the first 
sentence, by striking ‘‘2009 through 2013’’ and 
inserting ‘‘2024 through 2030’’. 
SEC. 11004. STUDENT HOUSING ASSISTANCE. 

Section 202(3) of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4132(3)) is amended by 
inserting ‘‘including college housing assist-
ance’’ after ‘‘self-sufficiency and other serv-
ices,’’. 
SEC. 11005. APPLICATION OF RENT RULE ONLY 

TO UNITS OWNED OR OPERATED BY 
INDIAN TRIBE OR TRIBALLY DES-
IGNATED HOUSING ENTITY. 

Section 203(a)(2) of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4133(a)(2)) is amended 
by inserting ‘‘owned or operated by a recipi-
ent and’’ after ‘‘residing in a dwelling unit’’. 
SEC. 11006. DE MINIMIS EXEMPTION FOR PRO-

CUREMENT OF GOODS AND SERV-
ICES. 

Section 203(g) of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4133(g)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘$5,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$7,000’’. 
SEC. 11007. HOMEOWNERSHIP OR LEASE-TO-OWN 

LOW-INCOME REQUIREMENT AND 
INCOME TARGETING. 

Section 205 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4135) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1)— 
(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(E) notwithstanding any other provision 

of this paragraph, in the case of rental hous-
ing that is made available to a current rent-
al family for conversion to a homebuyer or a 
lease-purchase unit, that the current rental 
family can purchase through a contract of 
sale, lease-purchase agreement, or any other 
sales agreement, is made available for pur-
chase only by the current rental family, if 
the rental family was a low-income family at 
the time of their initial occupancy of such 
unit; and’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘The provisions’’ and in-

serting the following: 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY TO IMPROVEMENTS.—The 

provisions of subsection (a)(2) regarding 
binding commitments for the remaining use-
ful life of property shall not apply to im-
provements of privately owned homes if the 
cost of the improvements do not exceed 10 
percent of the maximum total development 
cost for the home.’’. 
SEC. 11008. LEASE REQUIREMENTS AND TENANT 

SELECTION. 
Section 207 of the Native American Hous-

ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4137) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(c) NOTICE OF TERMINATION.—The notice 
period described in subsection (a)(3) shall 
apply to projects and programs funded in 
part by amounts authorized under this Act.’’. 
SEC. 11009. INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4131 
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 
‘‘SEC. 211. IHS SANITATION FACILITIES CON-

STRUCTION. 
‘‘Notwithstanding any other provision of 

law, the Director of the Indian Health Serv-
ice, or a recipient receiving funding for a 
housing construction or renovation project 
under this title, may use funding from the 
Indian Health Service for the construction of 
sanitation facilities under that project.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–330; 110 Stat. 
4016) is amended by inserting after the item 
relating to section 210 the following: 
‘‘Sec. 211. IHS sanitation facilities construc-

tion.’’. 
SEC. 11010. STATUTORY AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND 

GRANT FUNDS IN EMERGENCIES. 
Section 401(a)(4) of the Native American 

Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4161(a)(4)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘may 
take an action described in paragraph (1)(C)’’ 
and inserting ‘‘may immediately take an ac-
tion described in paragraph (1)(C)’’; and 

(2) by striking subparagraph (B) and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(B) PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary takes an 

action described in subparagraph (A), the 
Secretary shall provide notice to the recipi-
ent at the time that the Secretary takes 
that action. 

‘‘(ii) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.—The notice 
under clause (i) shall inform the recipient 
that the recipient may request a hearing by 
not later than 30 days after the date on 
which the Secretary provides the notice. 

‘‘(iii) HEARING REQUIREMENTS.—A hearing 
requested under clause (ii) shall be con-
ducted— 

‘‘(I) in accordance with subpart A of part 26 
of title 24, Code of Federal Regulations (or 
successor regulations); and 

‘‘(II) to the maximum extent practicable, 
on an expedited basis. 

‘‘(iv) FAILURE TO CONDUCT A HEARING.—If a 
hearing requested under clause (ii) is not 
completed by the date that is 180 days after 
the date on which the recipient requests the 
hearing, the action of the Secretary to limit 
the availability of payments shall no longer 
be effective.’’. 
SEC. 11011. REPORTS TO CONGRESS. 

Section 407 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4167) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Con-
gress’’ and inserting ‘‘Committee on Indian 
Affairs and the Committee on Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs of the Senate and 
the Committee on Financial Services of the 
House of Representatives’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The report de-

scribed in subsection (a) shall be made pub-
licly available, including to recipients.’’. 

SEC. 11012. 99-YEAR LEASEHOLD INTEREST IN 
TRUST OR RESTRICTED LANDS FOR 
HOUSING PURPOSES. 

Section 702 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4211) is amended— 

(1) in the section heading, by striking ‘‘50- 
YEAR’’ and inserting ‘‘99-YEAR’’; 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘50 years’’ 
and inserting ‘‘99 years’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)(2), by striking ‘‘50 
years’’ and inserting ‘‘99 years’’. 

SEC. 11013. AMENDMENTS FOR BLOCK GRANTS 
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTIVI-
TIES. 

Section 802(e) of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4222(e)) is amended by— 

(1) by striking ‘‘The Director’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2) SUBAWARDS.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, including provisions 
of State law requiring competitive procure-
ment, the Director may make subawards to 
subrecipients, except for for-profit entities, 
using amounts provided under this title to 
carry out affordable housing activities upon 
a determination by the Director that such 
subrecipients have adequate capacity to 
carry out activities in accordance with this 
Act.’’. 

SEC. 11014. REAUTHORIZATION OF NATIVE HA-
WAIIAN HOMEOWNERSHIP PROVI-
SIONS. 

Section 824 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4243) is amended by striking 
‘‘such sums as may be necessary’’ and all 
that follows through the period at the end 
and inserting ‘‘such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2024 through 
2030.’’. 

SEC. 11015. TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COST MAX-
IMUM PROJECT COST. 

Affordable housing (as defined in section 4 
of the Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 
4103)) that is developed, acquired, or assisted 
under the block grant program established 
under section 101 of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4111) shall not exceed 
by more than 20 percent, without prior ap-
proval of the Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development, the total development 
cost maximum cost for all housing assisted 
under an affordable housing activity, includ-
ing development and model activities. 

SEC. 11016. COMMUNITY-BASED DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATIONS AND SPECIAL AC-
TIVITIES BY INDIAN TRIBES. 

Section 105 of the Housing and Community 
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5305) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) INDIAN TRIBES AND TRIBALLY DES-
IGNATED HOUSING ENTITIES AS COMMUNITY- 
BASED DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘tribally designated housing entity’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 4 of 
the Native American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 
4103). 
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‘‘(2) QUALIFICATION.—An Indian tribe, a 

tribally designated housing entity, or a trib-
al organization shall qualify as a commu-
nity-based development organization for pur-
poses of carrying out new housing construc-
tion under this subsection under a grant 
made under section 106(a)(1). 

‘‘(j) SPECIAL ACTIVITIES BY INDIAN 
TRIBES.—An Indian tribe receiving a grant 
under paragraph (1) of section 106(a)(1) shall 
be authorized to directly carry out activities 
described in paragraph (15) of such section 
106(a)(1).’’. 
SEC. 11017. SECTION 184 INDIAN HOME LOAN 

GUARANTEE PROGRAM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 184 of the Hous-

ing and Community Development Act of 1992 
(12 U.S.C. 1715z–13a) is amended— 

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(a) AUTHORITY.—To provide access to 
sources of private financing to Indian fami-
lies, Indian housing authorities, and Indian 
Tribes, who otherwise could not acquire 
housing financing because of the unique 
legal status of Indian lands and the unique 
nature of tribal economies, and to expand 
homeownership opportunities to Indian fam-
ilies, Indian housing authorities and Indian 
tribes on fee simple lands, the Secretary may 
guarantee not to exceed 100 percent of the 
unpaid principal and interest due on any 
loan eligible under subsection (b) made to an 
Indian family, Indian housing authority, or 
Indian Tribe on trust land and fee simple 
land.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE HOUSING.—The loan shall be 

used to construct, acquire, refinance, or re-
habilitate 1- to 4-family dwellings that are 
standard housing.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 

through (D) as clauses (i) through (iv), re-
spectively, and adjusting the margins ac-
cordingly; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘The loan’’ and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The loan’’; 
(iii) in subparagraph (A), as so designated, 

by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(v) Any other lender that is supervised, 

approved, regulated, or insured by any agen-
cy of the Federal Government, including any 
entity certified as a community development 
financial institution by the Community De-
velopment Financial Institutions Fund es-
tablished under section 104(a) of the Riegle 
Community Development and Regulatory 
Improvement Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4703(a)).’’; 
and 

(iv) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) DIRECT GUARANTEE PROCESS.— 
‘‘(i) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary may 

authorize qualifying lenders to participate in 
a direct guarantee process for approving 
loans under this section. 

‘‘(ii) INDEMNIFICATION.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-

mines that a mortgage guaranteed through a 
direct guarantee process under this subpara-
graph was not originated in accordance with 
the requirements established by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary may require the lender 
approved under this subparagraph to indem-
nify the Secretary for the loss, irrespective 
of whether the violation caused the mort-
gage default. 

‘‘(II) FRAUD OR MISREPRESENTATION.—If 
fraud or misrepresentation is involved in a 
direct guarantee process under this subpara-
graph, the Secretary shall require the origi-
nal lender approved under this subparagraph 
to indemnify the Secretary for the loss re-
gardless of when an insurance claim is paid. 

‘‘(C) REVIEW OF MORTGAGEES.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may peri-
odically review the mortgagees originating, 
underwriting, or servicing single family 
mortgage loans under this section. 

‘‘(ii) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting a re-
view under clause (i), the Secretary— 

‘‘(I) shall compare the mortgagee with 
other mortgagees originating or under-
writing loan guarantees for Indian housing 
based on the rates of defaults and claims for 
guaranteed mortgage loans originated, un-
derwritten, or serviced by that mortgagee; 

‘‘(II) may compare the mortgagee with 
such other mortgagees based on under-
writing quality, geographic area served, or 
any commonly used factors the Secretary de-
termines necessary for comparing mortgage 
default risk, provided that the comparison is 
of factors that the Secretary would expect to 
affect the default risk of mortgage loans 
guaranteed by the Secretary; 

‘‘(iii) shall implement such comparisons by 
regulation, notice, or mortgagee letter; and 

‘‘(I) may terminate the approval of a mort-
gagee to originate, underwrite, or service 
loan guarantees for housing under this sec-
tion if the Secretary determines that the 
mortgage loans originated, underwritten, or 
serviced by the mortgagee present an unac-
ceptable risk to the Indian Housing Loan 
Guarantee Fund established under sub-
section (i)— 

‘‘(aa) based on a comparison of any of the 
factors set forth in this subparagraph; or 

‘‘(bb) by a determination that the mort-
gagee engaged in fraud or misrepresenta-
tion.’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by inserting before 
the semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘ex-
cept, as determined by the Secretary, when 
there is a loan modification under subsection 
(h)(1)(B), the term of the loan shall not ex-
ceed 40 years’’. 

(b) LOAN GUARANTEES FOR INDIAN HOUS-
ING.—Section 184(i)(5) of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1992 (12 
U.S.C. 1715z–13a(i)(5)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by inserting after 
the first sentence the following: ‘‘There are 
authorized to be appropriated for those costs 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2024 through 2030.’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘2008 
through 2012’’ and inserting ‘‘2024 through 
2030’’. 
SEC. 11018. LOAN GUARANTEES FOR NATIVE HA-

WAIIAN HOUSING. 
Section 184A of the Housing and Commu-

nity Development Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C. 
1715z–13b) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), by inserting ‘‘, and to 
expand homeownership opportunities to Na-
tive Hawaiian families who are eligible to re-
ceive a homestead under the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act, 1920 (42 Stat. 108) on 
fee simple lands in the State of Hawaii’’ 
after ‘‘markets’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 

follows: 
‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE HOUSING.—The loan shall be 

used to construct, acquire, refinance, or re-
habilitate 1- to 4-family dwellings that are 
standard housing.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B)— 
(I) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause 

(v); and 
(II) by adding after clause (iii) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(iv) Any other lender that is supervised, 

approved, regulated, or insured by any agen-
cy of the Federal Government, including any 
entity certified as a community development 
financial institution by the Community De-
velopment Financial Institutions Fund es-
tablished under section 104(a) of the Riegle 
Community Development and Regulatory 

Improvement Act of 1994 (12 U.S.C. 4703(a)).’’; 
and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(C) INDEMNIFICATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-

mines that a mortgage guaranteed through a 
direct guarantee process under this section 
was not originated in accordance with the 
requirements established by the Secretary, 
the Secretary may require the lender ap-
proved under this section to indemnify the 
Secretary for the loss, irrespective of wheth-
er the violation caused the mortgage default. 

‘‘(ii) DIRECT GUARANTEE ENDORSEMENT.— 
The Secretary may, dependent on the avail-
ability of systems development and staffing 
resources, delegate to eligible lenders the au-
thority to directly endorse loans under this 
section. 

‘‘(iii) FRAUD OR MISREPRESENTATION.—If 
fraud or misrepresentation was involved in 
the direct guarantee endorsement process by 
a lender under this section, the Secretary 
shall require the approved direct guarantee 
endorsement lender to indemnify the Sec-
retary for any loss or potential loss, regard-
less of whether the fraud or misrepresenta-
tion caused or may cause the loan default. 

‘‘(iv) IMPLEMENTATION.—The Secretary 
may implement any requirements described 
in this subparagraph by regulation, notice, 
or Dear Lender Letter.’’. 

(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by inserting before 
the semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘ex-
cept, as determined by the Secretary, when 
there is a loan modification under subsection 
(i)(1)(B), the term of the loan shall not ex-
ceed 40 years’’; 

(3) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end 

the following: 
‘‘(C) EXCEPTION.—When the Secretary exer-

cises its discretion to delegate direct guar-
antee endorsement authority pursuant to 
subsection (c)(4)(C)(ii), subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) of this paragraph shall not apply.’’; 

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) STANDARD FOR APPROVAL.— 
‘‘(A) APPROVAL.—The Secretary may ap-

prove a loan for guarantee under this section 
and issue a certificate under this subsection 
only if the Secretary determines that there 
is a reasonable prospect of repayment of the 
loan. 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—When the Secretary ex-
ercises its discretion to delegate direct guar-
antee endorsement authority pursuant to 
subsection (c)(4)(C)(ii)— 

‘‘(i) subparagraph (A) shall not apply; and 
‘‘(ii) the direct guarantee endorsement 

lender may issue a certificate under this 
paragraph as evidence of the guarantee in ac-
cordance with requirements prescribed by 
the Secretary.’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3)(A), by inserting ‘‘or, 
where applicable, the direct guarantee en-
dorsement lender,’’ after ‘‘Secretary’’ and 

(4) in subsection (j)(5)(B), by inserting after 
the first sentence the following: ‘‘There are 
authorized to be appropriated for those costs 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2024 through 2030.’’. 

SEC. 11019. DRUG ELIMINATION PROGRAM. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.—The term 

‘‘controlled substance’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 102 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802). 

(2) DRUG-RELATED CRIME.—The term ‘‘drug- 
related crime’’ means the illegal manufac-
ture, sale, distribution, use, or possession 
with intent to manufacture, sell, distribute, 
or use a controlled substance. 

(3) RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘recipient’’— 
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(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-

tion 4 of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996 
(25 U.S.C. 4103); and 

(B) includes a recipient of funds under title 
VIII of that Act (25 U.S.C. 4221 et seq.). 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary may, 
in consultation with the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs and relevant Tribal law enforcement 
agencies, make grants under this section to 
recipients of assistance under the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et 
seq.) for use in eliminating drug-related and 
violent crime. 

(c) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—Grants under this 
section may be used for— 

(1) the employment of security personnel; 
(2) reimbursement of State, local, Tribal, 

or Bureau of Indian Affairs law enforcement 
agencies for additional security and protec-
tive services; 

(3) physical improvements which are spe-
cifically designed to enhance security; 

(4) the employment of 1 or more individ-
uals— 

(A) to investigate drug-related or violent 
crime in and around the real property com-
prising housing assisted under the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et 
seq.); and 

(B) to provide evidence relating to such 
crime in any administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding; 

(5) the provision of training, communica-
tions equipment, and other related equip-
ment for use by voluntary tenant patrols 
acting in cooperation with law enforcement 
officials; 

(6) programs designed to reduce use of 
drugs in and around housing communities 
funded under the Native American Housing 
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 
1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.), including drug- 
abuse prevention, intervention, referral, and 
treatment programs; 

(7) providing funding to nonprofit resident 
management corporations and resident coun-
cils to develop security and drug abuse pre-
vention programs involving site residents; 

(8) sports programs and sports activities 
that serve primarily youths from housing 
communities funded through and are oper-
ated in conjunction with, or in furtherance 
of, an organized program or plan designed to 
reduce or eliminate drugs and drug-related 
problems in and around those communities; 
and 

(9) other programs for youth in school set-
tings that address drug prevention and posi-
tive alternatives for youth, including edu-
cation and activities related to science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math. 

(d) APPLICATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under 

this subsection, an eligible applicant shall 
submit an application to the Secretary, at 
such time, in such manner, and accompanied 
by— 

(A) a plan for addressing the problem of 
drug-related or violent crime in and around 
of the housing administered or owned by the 
applicant for which the application is being 
submitted; and 

(B) such additional information as the Sec-
retary may reasonably require. 

(2) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall approve 
applications submitted under paragraph (1) 
on the basis of thresholds or criteria such 
as— 

(A) the extent of the drug-related or vio-
lent crime problem in and around the hous-
ing or projects proposed for assistance; 

(B) the quality of the plan to address the 
crime problem in the housing or projects 
proposed for assistance, including the extent 
to which the plan includes initiatives that 
can be sustained over a period of several 
years; 

(C) the capability of the applicant to carry 
out the plan; and 

(D) the extent to which tenants, the Tribal 
government, and the Tribal community sup-
port and participate in the design and imple-
mentation of the activities proposed to be 
funded under the application. 

(e) HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING 
AREAS.—In evaluating the extent of the 
drug-related crime problem pursuant to sub-
section (d)(2), the Secretary may consider 
whether housing or projects proposed for as-
sistance are located in a high intensity drug 
trafficking area designated pursuant to sec-
tion 707(b) of the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy Reauthorization Act of 1998 
(21 U.S.C. 1706(b)). 

(f) REPORTS.— 
(1) GRANTEE REPORTS.—The Secretary shall 

require grantees under this section to pro-
vide periodic reports that include the obliga-
tion and expenditure of grant funds, the 
progress made by the grantee in imple-
menting the plan described in subsection 
(d)(1)(A), and any change in the incidence of 
drug-related crime in projects assisted under 
section. 

(2) HUD REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report 
describing the system used to distribute 
funding to grantees under this section, which 
shall include descriptions of— 

(A) the methodology used to distribute 
amounts made available under this section; 
and 

(B) actions taken by the Secretary to en-
sure that amounts made available under sec-
tion are not used to fund baseline local gov-
ernment services, as described in subsection 
(h)(2). 

(g) NOTICE OF FUNDING AWARDS.—The Sec-
retary shall publish on the website of the De-
partment a notice of all grant awards made 
pursuant to section, which shall identify the 
grantees and the amount of the grants. 

(h) MONITORING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall audit 

and monitor the program funded under this 
subsection to ensure that assistance pro-
vided under this subsection is administered 
in accordance with the provisions of section. 

(2) PROHIBITION OF FUNDING BASELINE SERV-
ICES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts provided under 
this section may not be used to reimburse or 
support any local law enforcement agency or 
unit of general local government for the pro-
vision of services that are included in the 
baseline of services required to be provided 
by any such entity pursuant to a local coop-
erative agreement pursuant under the Indian 
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) or any provi-
sion of an annual contributions contract for 
payments in lieu of taxation with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs. 

(B) DESCRIPTION.—Each grantee under this 
section shall describe, in the report under 
subsection (f)(1), such baseline of services for 
the unit of Tribal government in which the 
jurisdiction of the grantee is located. 

(3) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary shall 
provide for the effective enforcement of this 
section, as specified in the program require-
ments published in a notice by the Sec-
retary, which may include— 

(A) the use of on-site monitoring, inde-
pendent public audit requirements, certifi-
cation by Tribal or Federal law enforcement 
or Tribal government officials regarding the 

performance of baseline services referred to 
in paragraph (2); 

(B) entering into agreements with the At-
torney General to achieve compliance, and 
verification of compliance, with the provi-
sions of this section; and 

(C) adopting enforcement authority that is 
substantially similar to the authority pro-
vided to the Secretary under the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et 
seq.) 

(i) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary for each fiscal 
years 2024 through 2030 to carry out this sec-
tion. 
SEC. 11020. RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR HOMELESS 

OR AT-RISK INDIAN VETERANS. 
Section 8(o)(19) of the United States Hous-

ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(o)(19)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(E) INDIAN VETERANS HOUSING RENTAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this subparagraph: 
‘‘(I) ELIGIBLE INDIAN VETERAN.—The term 

‘eligible Indian veteran’ means an Indian 
veteran who is— 

‘‘(aa) homeless or at risk of homelessness; 
and 

‘‘(bb) living— 
‘‘(AA) on or near a reservation; or 
‘‘(BB) in or near any other Indian area. 
‘‘(II) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘eligi-

ble recipient’ means a recipient eligible to 
receive a grant under section 101 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self- 
Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4111). 

‘‘(III) INDIAN; INDIAN AREA.—The terms ‘In-
dian’ and ‘Indian area’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 4 of the Native 
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103). 

‘‘(IV) INDIAN VETERAN.—The term ‘Indian 
veteran’ means an Indian who is a veteran. 

‘‘(V) PROGRAM.—The term ‘Program’ 
means the Tribal HUD–VASH program car-
ried out under clause (ii). 

‘‘(VI) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term 
‘tribal organization’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5304). 

‘‘(ii) PROGRAM SPECIFICATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall use not less than 5 percent of the 
amounts made available for rental assist-
ance under this paragraph to carry out a 
rental assistance and supported housing pro-
gram, to be known as the ‘Tribal HUD–VASH 
program’, in conjunction with the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs, by awarding grants for 
the benefit of eligible Indian veterans. 

‘‘(iii) MODEL.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subclause (II), the Secretary shall model the 
Program on the rental assistance and sup-
ported housing program authorized under 
subparagraph (A) and applicable appropria-
tions Acts, including administration in con-
junction with the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTIONS.— 
‘‘(aa) SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DE-

VELOPMENT.—After consultation with Indian 
tribes, eligible recipients, and any other ap-
propriate tribal organizations, the Secretary 
may make necessary and appropriate modi-
fications to facilitate the use of the Program 
by eligible recipients to serve eligible Indian 
veterans. 

‘‘(bb) SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.— 
After consultation with Indian tribes, eligi-
ble recipients, and any other appropriate 
tribal organizations, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may make necessary and ap-
propriate modifications to facilitate the use 
of the Program by eligible recipients to 
serve eligible Indian veterans. 
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‘‘(iv) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary 

shall make amounts for rental assistance 
and associated administrative costs under 
the Program available in the form of grants 
to eligible recipients. 

‘‘(v) FUNDING CRITERIA.—The Secretary 
shall award grants under the Program based 
on— 

‘‘(I) need; 
‘‘(II) administrative capacity; and 
‘‘(III) any other funding criteria estab-

lished by the Secretary in a notice published 
in the Federal Register after consulting with 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

‘‘(vi) ADMINISTRATION.—Grants awarded 
under the Program shall be administered in 
accordance with the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act 
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.), except that re-
cipients shall— 

‘‘(I) submit to the Secretary, in a manner 
prescribed by the Secretary, reports on the 
utilization of rental assistance provided 
under the Program; and 

‘‘(II) provide to the Secretary information 
specified by the Secretary to assess the ef-
fectiveness of the Program in serving eligi-
ble Indian veterans. 

‘‘(vii) CONSULTATION.— 
‘‘(I) GRANT RECIPIENTS; TRIBAL ORGANIZA-

TIONS.—The Secretary, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall con-
sult with eligible recipients and any other 
appropriate tribal organization on the design 
of the Program to ensure the effective deliv-
ery of rental assistance and supportive serv-
ices to eligible Indian veterans under the 
Program. 

‘‘(II) INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE.—The Director 
of the Indian Health Service shall provide 
any assistance requested by the Secretary or 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in carrying 
out the Program. 

‘‘(viii) WAIVER.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subclause (II), the Secretary may waive or 
specify alternative requirements for any pro-
vision of law (including regulations) that the 
Secretary administers in connection with 
the use of rental assistance made available 
under the Program if the Secretary finds 
that the waiver or alternative requirement is 
necessary for the effective delivery and ad-
ministration of rental assistance under the 
Program to eligible Indian veterans. 

‘‘(II) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may not 
waive or specify alternative requirements 
under subclause (I) for any provision of law 
(including regulations) relating to labor 
standards or the environment. 

‘‘(ix) RENEWAL GRANTS.—The Secretary 
may— 

‘‘(I) set aside, from amounts made avail-
able for tenant-based rental assistance under 
this subsection and without regard to the 
amounts used for new grants under clause 
(ii), such amounts as may be necessary to 
award renewal grants to eligible recipients 
that received a grant under the Program in 
a previous year; and 

‘‘(II) specify criteria that an eligible recipi-
ent must satisfy to receive a renewal grant 
under subclause (I), including providing data 
on how the eligible recipient used the 
amounts of any grant previously received 
under the Program. 

‘‘(x) REPORTING.— 
‘‘(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph, and every 5 years thereafter, the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs and the Director of the In-
dian Health Service, shall— 

‘‘(aa) conduct a review of the implementa-
tion of the Program, including any factors 
that may have limited its success; and 

‘‘(bb) submit a report describing the re-
sults of the review under item (aa) to— 

‘‘(AA) the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs, the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate; and 

‘‘(BB) the Subcommittee on Indian, Insular 
and Alaska Native Affairs of the Committee 
on Natural Resources, the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(II) ANALYSIS OF HOUSING STOCK LIMITA-
TION.—The Secretary shall include in the ini-
tial report submitted under subclause (I) a 
description of— 

‘‘(aa) any regulations governing the use of 
formula current assisted stock (as defined in 
section 1000.314 of title 24, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor regulation)) 
within the Program; 

‘‘(bb) the number of recipients of grants 
under the Program that have reported the 
regulations described in item (aa) as a bar-
rier to implementation of the Program; and 

‘‘(cc) proposed alternative legislation or 
regulations developed by the Secretary in 
consultation with recipients of grants under 
the Program to allow the use of formula cur-
rent assisted stock within the Program.’’. 
SEC. 11021. CONTINUUM OF CARE. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the terms ‘‘collaborative applicant’’ and 

‘‘eligible entity’’ have the meanings given 
those terms in section 401 of the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
11360); and 

(2) the terms ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribally 
designated housing entity’’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 4 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self- 
Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103). 

(b) NONAPPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS 
LAWS.—With respect to the funds made 
available for the Continuum of Care program 
authorized under subtitle C of title IV of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the heading 
‘‘Homeless Assistance Grants’’ in the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development 
Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116–260) 
and under section 231 of the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a), title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et 
seq.) and title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) shall not apply to 
applications by or awards for projects to be 
carried out— 

(1) on or off reservation or trust lands for 
awards made to Indian tribes or tribally des-
ignated housing entities; or 

(2) on reservation or trust lands for awards 
made to eligible entities. 

(c) CERTIFICATION.—With respect to funds 
made available for the Continuum of Care 
program authorized under subtitle C of title 
IV of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the 
heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance Grants’’ 
under section 231 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations 
Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a)— 

(1) applications for projects to be carried 
out on reservations or trust land shall con-
tain a certification of consistency with an 
approved Indian housing plan developed 
under section 102 of the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act (25 U.S.C. 4112), notwithstanding section 
106 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12706) and 
section 403 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11361); 

(2) Indian tribes and tribally designated 
housing entities that are recipients of 
awards for projects on reservations or trust 
land shall certify that they are following an 

approved housing plan developed under 
section102 of the Native American Housing 
Assistance and Self-Determination Act (25 
U.S.C. 4112); and 

(3) a collaborative applicant for a Con-
tinuum of Care whose geographic area in-
cludes only reservation and trust land is not 
required to meet the requirement in section 
402(f)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11360a(f)(2)). 
SEC. 11022. LEVERAGING. 

All funds provided under a grant made pur-
suant to this division or the amendments 
made by this division may be used for pur-
poses of meeting matching or cost participa-
tion requirements under any other Federal 
housing program, provided that such grants 
made pursuant to the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination 
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.) are spent 
in accordance with that Act. 

SA 1079. Ms. WARREN (for herself 
and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XXVIII, 
add the following: 
SEC. 2816. PRIORITIZATION OF CERTAIN MILI-

TARY INSTALLATION RESILIENCE 
PROJECTS TO IMPROVE INFRA-
STRUCTURE AT CERTAIN FACILITIES 
DETERMINED TO BE CRITICAL TO 
NATIONAL SECURITY. 

Section 2815 of title 10, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) 
as subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection (e): 

‘‘(e) PRIORITIZATION OF CERTAIN INFRA-
STRUCTURE PROJECTS.—In carrying out this 
section, the Secretary concerned shall 
prioritize projects that improve infrastruc-
ture that— 

‘‘(1) is owned by the United States Govern-
ment; and 

‘‘(2) provides the sole means of ingress to 
and egress from a facility determined to be 
critical to the national security interests of 
the United States, as determined by the Sec-
retary of Defense.’’. 

SA 1080. Ms. WARREN (for herself 
and Mr. MARKEY) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by her to 
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military 
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle A of title XXVIII, 
add the following: 
SEC. 2816. INCREASE OF AMOUNT OF OPERATION 

AND MAINTENANCE FUNDS AUTHOR-
IZED TO BE OBLIGATED ANNUALLY 
FOR MILITARY INSTALLATION RE-
SILIENCE PROJECTS. 

Section 2815(e)(3) of title 10, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘$100,000,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$200,000,000’’. 

SA 1081. Mr. MULLIN submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
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him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. 10llll. OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 

COSTS OF CERTAIN BUREAU OF REC-
LAMATION DAMS AND DIKES. 

Section 4309(a) of the America’s Water In-
frastructure Act of 2018 (43 U.S.C. 377b note; 
Public Law 115–270) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘one-year’’; and 
(2) by inserting ‘‘and ending on December 

31, 2026’’ after ‘‘2023’’. 

SA 1082. Mr. LANKFORD submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize 
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REDUC-

TIONS TO INVENTORY OF E–3 AIR-
BORNE WARNING AND CONTROL 
SYSTEM AIRCRAFT. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal 
year 2024 for the Air Force may be obligated 
or expended to retire, prepare to retire, or 
place in storage or in backup aircraft inven-
tory any E–3 aircraft if such actions would 
reduce the total aircraft inventory for such 
aircraft below 16. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PLAN.—If the Secretary 
of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan for main-
taining readiness and ensuring there is no 
lapse in mission capabilities, the prohibition 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E–3 aircraft to below 16, begin-
ning 30 days after the date on which the plan 
is so submitted. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR E–7 PROCUREMENT.—If 
the Secretary of the Air Force procures 
enough E–7 Wedgetail aircraft to accomplish 
the required mission load, the prohibition 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E–3 aircraft to below 16 after the 
date on which such E–7 Wedgetail aircraft 
are delivered. 

SA 1083. Mr. DAINES submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end of subtitle E of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1049. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR 

ADULT CABARET PERFORMANCES. 
(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-

ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal 

year 2024 for the Department of Defense and 
no facilities owned or operated by Depart-
ment of Defense may be used to host, adver-
tise, or otherwise support an adult cabaret 
performance. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADULT CABARET PERFORMANCE.—The 

term ‘‘adult cabaret performance’’ means a 
performance that features topless dancers, 
go-go dancers, exotic dances, strippers, or 
male or female impersonators who provide 
entertainment that appeals to prurient in-
terest. 

(2) HOST, ADVERTISE, OR OTHERWISE SUP-
PORT.—The term ‘‘host, advertise, or other-
wise support’’ includes such activities as so-
cial media, background checks, transpor-
tation or escort, meal services, event venues, 
non-governmental or non-military related 
flags, banners, and fliers. 

SA 1084. Mr. DAINES (for himself 
and Mr. TESTER) proposed an amend-
ment to amendment SA 935 proposed 
by Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. REED (for 
himself and Mr. WICKER)) to the bill S. 
2226, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2024 for military activities 
of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, and for 
other purposes; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION I—FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COM-

MUNITY WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT 
ACT OF 2023 

SEC. 11001. SHORT TITLE. 
This division may be cited as the ‘‘Fort 

Belknap Indian Community Water Rights 
Settlement Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11002. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this division are— 
(1) to achieve a fair, equitable, and final 

settlement of claims to water rights in the 
State of Montana for— 

(A) the Fort Belknap Indian Community of 
the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; 
and 

(B) the United States, acting as trustee for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
allottees; 

(2) to authorize, ratify, and confirm the 
water rights compact entered into by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
State, to the extent that the Compact is con-
sistent with this division; 

(3) to authorize and direct the Secretary— 
(A) to execute the Compact; and 
(B) to take any other actions necessary to 

carry out the Compact in accordance with 
this division; 

(4) to authorize funds necessary for the im-
plementation of the Compact and this divi-
sion; and 

(5) to authorize the exchange and transfer 
of certain Federal and State land. 
SEC. 11003. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) ALLOTTEE.—The term ‘‘allottee’’ means 

an individual who holds a beneficial real 
property interest in an allotment of Indian 
land that is— 

(A) located within the Reservation; and 
(B) held in trust by the United States. 
(2) BLACKFEET TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Black-

feet Tribe’’ means the Blackfeet Tribe of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana. 

(3) CERCLA.—The term ‘‘CERCLA’’ means 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(4) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’ means the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation. 

(5) COMPACT.—The term ‘‘Compact’’ 
means— 

(A) the Fort Belknap-Montana water 
rights compact dated April 16, 2001, as con-
tained in section 85–20–1001 of the Montana 
Code Annotated (2021); and 

(B) any appendix (including appendix 
amendments), part, or amendment to the 
Compact that is executed to make the Com-
pact consistent with this division. 

(6) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The term ‘‘en-
forceability date’’ means the date described 
in section 11011(f). 

(7) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The 
term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community’’ 
means the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine 
Tribes of the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana, a federally recognized Indian Trib-
al entity included on the list published by 
the Secretary pursuant to section 104(a) of 
the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List 
Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131(a)). 

(8) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council’’ means the governing body 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(9) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 
PROJECT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project’’ means the Federal 
Indian irrigation project constructed and op-
erated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, con-
sisting of the Milk River unit, including— 

(i) the Three Mile unit; and 
(ii) the White Bear unit. 
(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 

Indian Irrigation Project’’ includes any addi-
tion to the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project constructed pursuant to this divi-
sion, including expansion of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, the 
Pumping Plant, delivery Pipe and Canal, the 
Fort Belknap Reservoir and Dam, and the 
Peoples Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(10) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—The term ‘‘Im-
plementation Fund’’ means the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Settlement Imple-
mentation Fund established by section 
11013(a). 

(11) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian 
Tribe’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
5304). 

(12) LAKE ELWELL.—The term ‘‘Lake 
Elwell’’ means the water impounded on the 
Marias River in the State by Tiber Dam, a 
feature of the Lower Marias Unit of the 
Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Program 
authorized by section 9 of the Act of Decem-
ber 22, 1944 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood 
Control Act of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 
665). 

(13) MALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT.—The term 
‘‘Malta Irrigation District’’ means the public 
corporation— 

(A) created on December 28, 1923, pursuant 
to the laws of the State relating to irriga-
tion districts; and 

(B) headquartered in Malta, Montana. 
(14) MILK RIVER.—The term ‘‘Milk River’’ 

means the mainstem of the Milk River and 
each tributary of the Milk River between the 
headwaters of the Milk River and the con-
fluence of the Milk River with the Missouri 
River, consisting of— 

(A) Montana Water Court Basins 40F, 40G, 
40H, 40I, 40J, 40K, 40L, 40M, 40N, and 40O; and 

(B) the portion of the Milk River and each 
tributary of the Milk River that flows 
through the Canadian Provinces of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 

(15) MILK RIVER PROJECT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Milk River 

Project’’ means the Bureau of Reclamation 
project conditionally approved by the Sec-
retary on March 14, 1903, pursuant to the Act 
of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093), 
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commencing at Lake Sherburne Reservoir 
and providing water to a point approxi-
mately 6 miles east of Nashua, Montana. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Milk River 
Project’’ includes— 

(i) the St. Mary Unit; 
(ii) the Fresno Dam and Reservoir; and 
(iii) the Dodson pumping unit. 
(16) MISSOURI RIVER BASIN.—The term 

‘‘Missouri River Basin’’ means the hydro-
logic basin of the Missouri River, including 
tributaries. 

(17) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—The 
term ‘‘operations and maintenance’’ means 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs operations and 
maintenance activities related to costs de-
scribed in section 171.500 of title 25, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion). 

(18) OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, AND RE-
PLACEMENT.—The term ‘‘operations, mainte-
nance, and replacement’’ means— 

(A) any recurring or ongoing activity asso-
ciated with the day-to-day operation of a 
project; 

(B) any activity relating to scheduled or 
unscheduled maintenance of a project; and 

(C) any activity relating to repairing, re-
placing, or rehabilitating a feature of a 
project. 

(19) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘Pick-Sloan Missouri 
River Basin Program’’ means the Pick-Sloan 
Missouri River Basin Program (authorized 
by section 9 of the Act of December 22, 1944 
(commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act 
of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 665)). 

(20) PMM.—The term ‘‘PMM’’ means the 
Principal Meridian, Montana. 

(21) RESERVATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 

means the area of the Fort Belknap Reserva-
tion in the State, as modified by this divi-
sion. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 
includes— 

(i) all land and interests in land estab-
lished by— 

(I) the Agreement with the Gros Ventre 
and Assiniboine Tribes of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation, ratified by the Act of May 1, 
1888 (25 Stat. 113, chapter 212), as modified by 
the Agreement with the Indians of the Fort 
Belknap Reservation of October 9, 1895 (rati-
fied by the Act of June 10, 1896) (29 Stat. 350, 
chapter 398); 

(II) the Act of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. 1355, 
chapter 135); and 

(III) Public Law 94–114 (25 U.S.C. 5501 et 
seq.); 

(ii) the land known as the ‘‘Hancock lands’’ 
purchased by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity pursuant to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council Resolution No. 234–89 
(October 2, 1989); and 

(iii) all land transferred to the United 
States to be held in trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 11006. 

(22) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(23) ST. MARY UNIT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 

Unit’’ means the St. Mary Storage Unit of 
the Milk River Project authorized by Con-
gress on March 25, 1905. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 
Unit’’ includes— 

(i) Sherburne Dam and Reservoir; 
(ii) Swift Current Creek Dike; 
(iii) Lower St. Mary Lake; 
(iv) St. Mary Canal Diversion Dam; and 
(v) St. Mary Canal and appurtenances. 
(24) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 

State of Montana. 
(25) TRIBAL WATER CODE.—The term ‘‘Tribal 

water code’’ means the Tribal water code en-

acted by the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity pursuant to section 11005(g). 

(26) TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS.—The term 
‘‘Tribal water rights’’ means the water 
rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, as described in Article III of the Com-
pact and this division, including the alloca-
tion of water to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from Lake Elwell under section 
11007. 

(27) TRUST FUND.—The term ‘‘Trust Fund’’ 
means the Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust 
Fund established for the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under section 11012(a). 
SEC. 11004. RATIFICATION OF COMPACT. 

(a) RATIFICATION OF COMPACT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As modified by this divi-

sion, the Compact is authorized, ratified, and 
confirmed. 

(2) AMENDMENTS.—Any amendment to the 
Compact is authorized, ratified, and con-
firmed to the extent that the amendment is 
executed to make the Compact consistent 
with this division. 

(b) EXECUTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the 

Compact does not conflict with this division, 
the Secretary shall execute the Compact, in-
cluding all appendices to, or parts of, the 
Compact requiring the signature of the Sec-
retary. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—Nothing in this divi-
sion precludes the Secretary from approving 
any modification to an appendix to the Com-
pact that is consistent with this division, to 
the extent that the modification does not 
otherwise require congressional approval 
under section 2116 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 177) or any other applicable provision 
of Federal law. 

(c) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the Com-

pact and this division, the Secretary shall 
comply with all applicable provisions of— 

(A) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(B) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(C) other applicable Federal environmental 
laws and regulations. 

(2) COMPLIANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the 

Compact and this division, the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community shall prepare any nec-
essary environmental documents, except for 
any environmental documents required 
under section 11008, consistent with all appli-
cable provisions of— 

(i) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(ii) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4231 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(iii) all other applicable Federal environ-
mental laws and regulations. 

(B) AUTHORIZATIONS.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(i) independently evaluate the documenta-
tion submitted under subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) be responsible for the accuracy, scope, 
and contents of that documentation. 

(3) EFFECT OF EXECUTION.—The execution of 
the Compact by the Secretary under this sec-
tion shall not constitute a major Federal ac-
tion for purposes of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.). 

(4) COSTS.—Any costs associated with the 
performance of the compliance activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall be paid from 
funds deposited in the Trust Fund, subject to 
the condition that any costs associated with 
the performance of Federal approval or other 
review of such compliance work or costs as-
sociated with inherently Federal functions 
shall remain the responsibility of the Sec-
retary. 

SEC. 11005. TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS. 

(a) CONFIRMATION OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Tribal water rights 
are ratified, confirmed, and declared to be 
valid. 

(2) USE.—Any use of the Tribal water 
rights shall be subject to the terms and con-
ditions of the Compact and this division. 

(3) CONFLICT.—In the event of a conflict be-
tween the Compact and this division, this di-
vision shall control. 

(b) INTENT OF CONGRESS.—It is the intent of 
Congress to provide to each allottee benefits 
that are equivalent to, or exceed, the bene-
fits the allottees possess on the day before 
the date of enactment of this division, tak-
ing into consideration— 

(1) the potential risks, cost, and time delay 
associated with litigation that would be re-
solved by the Compact and this division; 

(2) the availability of funding under this 
division and from other sources; 

(3) the availability of water from the Trib-
al water rights; and 

(4) the applicability of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), and this division to protect the 
interests of allottees. 

(c) TRUST STATUS OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—The Tribal water rights— 

(1) shall be held in trust by the United 
States for the use and benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and allottees in 
accordance with this division; and 

(2) shall not be subject to loss through non- 
use, forfeiture, or abandonment. 

(d) ALLOTTEES.— 
(1) APPLICABILITY OF THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 

8, 1887.—The provisions of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), relating to the use of water for 
irrigation purposes, shall apply to the Tribal 
water rights. 

(2) ENTITLEMENT TO WATER.—Any entitle-
ment to water of an allottee under Federal 
law shall be satisfied from the Tribal water 
rights. 

(3) ALLOCATIONS.—An allottee shall be enti-
tled to a just and equitable allocation of 
water for irrigation purposes. 

(4) CLAIMS.— 
(A) EXHAUSTION OF REMEDIES.—Before as-

serting any claim against the United States 
under section 7 of the Act of February 8, 1887 
(24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or 
any other applicable law, an allottee shall 
exhaust remedies available under the Tribal 
water code or other applicable Tribal law. 

(B) ACTION FOR RELIEF.—After the exhaus-
tion of all remedies available under the Trib-
al water code or other applicable Tribal law, 
an allottee may seek relief under section 7 of 
the Act of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, 
chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or other applica-
ble law. 

(5) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—The 
Secretary shall have the authority to pro-
tect the rights of allottees in accordance 
with this section. 

(e) AUTHORITY OF THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall have the authority to allo-
cate, distribute, and lease the Tribal water 
rights for use on the Reservation in accord-
ance with the Compact, this division, and ap-
plicable Federal law. 

(2) OFF-RESERVATION USE.—The Fort 
Belknap Indian Community may allocate, 
distribute, and lease the Tribal water rights 
for off-Reservation use in accordance with 
the Compact, this division, and applicable 
Federal law— 

(A) subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary; or 
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(B) pursuant to Tribal water leasing regu-

lations consistent with the requirements of 
subsection (f). 

(3) LAND LEASES BY ALLOTTEES.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), an allottee may lease 
any interest in land held by the allottee, to-
gether with any water right determined to 
be appurtenant to the interest in land, in ac-
cordance with the Tribal water code. 

(f) TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the 

Fort Belknap Indian Community, any water 
lease of the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
of the Tribal water rights for use on or off 
the Reservation shall not require the ap-
proval of the Secretary if the lease— 

(A) is executed under tribal regulations, 
approved by the Secretary under this sub-
section; 

(B) is in accordance with the Compact; and 
(C) does not exceed a term of 100 years, ex-

cept that a lease may include an option to 
renew for 1 additional term of not to exceed 
100 years. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OVER 
TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall have 
the authority to approve or disapprove any 
Tribal water leasing regulations issued in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(B) CONSIDERATIONS FOR APPROVAL.—The 
Secretary shall approve any Tribal water 
leasing regulations issued in accordance with 
paragraph (1) if the Tribal water leasing reg-
ulations— 

(i) provide for an environmental review 
process that includes— 

(I) the identification and evaluation of any 
significant effects of the proposed action on 
the environment; and 

(II) a process for ensuring that— 
(aa) the public is informed of, and has a 

reasonable opportunity to comment on, any 
significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed action identified by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(bb) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
provides responses to relevant and sub-
stantive public comments on those impacts 
prior to its approval of a water lease; and 

(ii) are consistent with this division and 
the Compact. 

(3) REVIEW PROCESS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date on which Tribal water leasing 
regulations under paragraph (1) are sub-
mitted to the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
review and approve or disapprove the regula-
tions. 

(B) WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION.—If the Sec-
retary disapproves the Tribal water leasing 
regulations described in subparagraph (A), 
the Secretary shall include written docu-
mentation with the disapproval notification 
that describes the basis for this disapproval. 

(C) EXTENSION.—The deadline described in 
subparagraph (A) may be extended by the 
Secretary, after consultation with the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community. 

(4) FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—Not-
withstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), if the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community carries out 
a project or activity funded by a Federal 
agency, the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity— 

(A) shall have the authority to rely on the 
environmental review process of the applica-
ble Federal agency; and 

(B) shall not be required to carry out a 
tribal environmental review process under 
this subsection. 

(5) DOCUMENTATION.—If the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community issues a lease pursuant to 
Tribal water leasing regulations under para-
graph (1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall provide the Secretary and the 
State a copy of the lease, including any 
amendments or renewals to the lease. 

(6) LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall 

not be liable in any claim relating to the ne-
gotiation, execution, or approval of any lease 
or exchange agreement or storage agree-
ment, including any claims relating to the 
terms included in such an agreement, made 
pursuant to Tribal water leasing regulations 
under paragraph (1). 

(B) OBLIGATIONS.—The United States shall 
have no trust obligation or other obligation 
to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease or exchange agreement or storage 
agreement; or 

(ii) the expenditure of those funds. 

(g) TRIBAL WATER CODE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding Article 

IV.A.2. of the Compact, not later than 4 
years after the date on which the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community approves the 
Compact in accordance with section 
11011(f)(1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall enact a Tribal water code that 
provides for— 

(A) the administration, management, regu-
lation, and governance of all uses of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division; and 

(B) the establishment by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community of the conditions, permit 
requirements, and other requirements for 
the allocation, distribution, or use of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Subject to the approval of 
the Secretary, the Tribal water code shall 
provide— 

(A) that use of water by allottees shall be 
satisfied with water from the Tribal water 
rights; 

(B) a process by which an allottee may re-
quest that the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity provide water for irrigation use in ac-
cordance with this division, including the 
provision of water under any allottee lease 
under section 4 of the Act of June 25, 1910 (36 
Stat. 856, chapter 431; 25 U.S.C. 403); 

(C) a due process system for the consider-
ation and determination by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community of any request of 
an allottee (or a successor in interest to an 
allottee) for an allocation of water for irriga-
tion purposes on allotted land, including a 
process for— 

(i) appeal and adjudication of any denied or 
disputed distribution of water; and 

(ii) resolution of any contested administra-
tive decision; 

(D) a requirement that any allottee assert-
ing a claim relating to the enforcement of 
rights of the allottee under the Tribal water 
code, including to the quantity of water allo-
cated to land of the allottee, shall exhaust 
all remedies available to the allottee under 
Tribal law before initiating an action 
against the United States or petitioning the 
Secretary pursuant to subsection (d)(4)(B); 

(E) a process by which an owner of fee land 
within the boundaries of the Reservation 
may apply for use of a portion of the Tribal 
water rights; and 

(F) a process for the establishment of a 
controlled Groundwater area and for the 
management of that area in cooperation 
with establishment of a contiguous con-
trolled Groundwater area off the Reservation 
established pursuant to Section B.2. of Arti-
cle IV of the Compact and State law. 

(3) ACTION BY SECRETARY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-

ning on the date of enactment of this Act 
and ending on the date on which a Tribal 
water code described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
is enacted, the Secretary shall administer, 
with respect to the rights of allottees, the 

Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(B) APPROVAL.—The Tribal water code de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not be 
valid unless— 

(i) the provisions of the Tribal water code 
required by paragraph (2) are approved by 
the Secretary; and 

(ii) each amendment to the Tribal water 
code that affects a right of an allottee is ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(C) APPROVAL PERIOD.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-

prove or disapprove the Tribal water code or 
an amendment to the Tribal water code by 
not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the Tribal water code or amendment 
to the Tribal water code is submitted to the 
Secretary. 

(ii) EXTENSIONS.—The deadline described in 
clause (i) may be extended by the Secretary, 
after consultation with the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community. 

(h) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) NO ALIENATION.—The Fort Belknap In-

dian Community shall not permanently al-
ienate any portion of the Tribal water 
rights. 

(2) PURCHASES OR GRANTS OF LAND FROM IN-
DIANS.—An authorization provided by this di-
vision for the allocation, distribution, leas-
ing, or other arrangement entered into pur-
suant to this division shall be considered to 
satisfy any requirement for authorization of 
the action required by Federal law. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON FORFEITURE.—The non- 
use of all or any portion of the Tribal water 
rights by any water user shall not result in 
the forfeiture, abandonment, relinquish-
ment, or other loss of all or any portion of 
the Tribal water rights. 

(i) EFFECT.—Except as otherwise expressly 
provided in this section, nothing in this divi-
sion— 

(1) authorizes any action by an allottee 
against any individual or entity, or against 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, under 
Federal, State, Tribal, or local law; or 

(2) alters or affects the status of any action 
brought pursuant to section 1491(a) of title 
28, United States Code. 

(j) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM POWER RATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary, in co-
operation with the Secretary of Energy, 
shall make available the Pick-Sloan Mis-
souri River Basin Program irrigation project 
pumping power rates to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project, and any projects funded 
under this division. 

(2) AUTHORIZED PURPOSES.—The power 
rates made available under paragraph (1) 
shall be authorized for the purposes of wheel-
ing, administration, and payment of irriga-
tion project pumping power rates, including 
project use power for gravity power. 

SEC. 11006. EXCHANGE AND TRANSFER OF LAND. 

(a) EXCHANGE OF ELIGIBLE LAND AND STATE 
LAND.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘‘eligible 

land’’ means— 
(i) public lands (as defined in section 103 of 

the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)) that are adminis-
tered by the Secretary, acting through the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management; 
and 

(ii) land in the National Forest System (as 
defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a)) that is administered by the 
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service. 
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(B) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term 

‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means, as applica-
ble— 

(i) the Secretary, with respect to the eligi-
ble land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management; and 

(ii) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to eligible land managed by the Forest 
Service. 

(2) NEGOTIATIONS AUTHORIZED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

shall offer to enter into negotiations with 
the State for the purpose of exchanging eligi-
ble land described in paragraph (4) for the 
State land described in paragraph (3). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—Any exchange of land 
made pursuant to this subsection shall be 
subject to the terms and conditions of this 
subsection. 

(C) PRIORITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this para-

graph, the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall, during the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of enactment of this 
Act, give priority to an exchange of eligible 
land located within the State for State land. 

(ii) SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.—The re-
sponsibility of the Secretary of Agriculture 
under clause (i), during the 5-year period de-
scribed in that clause, shall be limited to ne-
gotiating with the State an acceptable pack-
age of land in the National Forest System 
(as defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a))). 

(3) STATE LAND.—The Secretary is author-
ized to accept the following parcels of State 
land located on and off the Reservation: 

(A) 717.56 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(B) 707.04 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(C) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 36. 
(D) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(E) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(F) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(G) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(H) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(I) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(J) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(K) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(L) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(M) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(N) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(O) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(P) 94.96 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 36, 

under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council on the date of enactment of 
this Act, comprised of— 

(i) 30.68 acres in lot 5; 
(ii) 26.06 acres in lot 6; 
(iii) 21.42 acres in lot 7; and 
(iv) 16.8 acres in lot 8. 
(Q) 652.32 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 73.36 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(R) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(S) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(T) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(U) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(V) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(W) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(X) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(Y) 663.22 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 58.72 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(Z) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(AA) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(BB) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(CC) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(DD) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(EE) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(FF) 275.88 acres in T. 30 N., R. 26 E., sec. 

36, under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council on the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(GG) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(HH) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(II) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(JJ) 34.04 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16, 

lot 4. 
(KK) 640 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(4) ELIGIBLE LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, the reservation of easements or 
rights-of-way deemed necessary to be re-
tained by the Secretary concerned, and the 
requirements of this subsection, the Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to convey 
to the State any eligible land within the 
State identified in the negotiations author-
ized by paragraph (2) and agreed to by the 
Secretary concerned. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary concerned 
shall exclude from any conveyance any par-
cel of eligible land that is— 

(i) included within the National Landscape 
Conservation System established by section 
2002(a) of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7202(a)), without 
regard to whether that land has been identi-
fied as available for disposal in a land use 
plan; 

(ii) designated as wilderness by Congress; 
(iii) within a component of the National 

Wild and Scenic Rivers System; or 
(iv) designated in the Forest Land and Re-

source Management Plan as a Research Nat-
ural Area. 

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY.—The 
Secretary shall be responsible for meeting 
all substantive and any procedural require-
ments necessary to complete the exchange 
and the conveyance of the eligible land. 

(5) LAND INTO TRUST.—On completion of the 
land exchange authorized by this subsection, 
the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable 
after the enforceability date, take the land 
received by the United States pursuant to 
this subsection into trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(6) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EQUAL VALUE.—The values of the eligi-

ble land and State land exchanged under this 
subsection shall be equal, except that the 
Secretary concerned may— 

(i) exchange land that is of approximately 
equal value if such an exchange complies 
with the requirements of section 206(h) of the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716(h)) (and any regulations 
implementing that section) without regard 
to the monetary limitation described in 
paragraph (1)(A) of that section; and 

(ii) make or accept an equalization pay-
ment, or waive an equalization payment, if 
such a payment or waiver of a payment com-
plies with the requirements of section 206(b) 
of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1716(b)) (and any regu-
lations implementing that section). 

(B) IMPACTS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.—In 
identifying eligible land to be exchanged 
with the State, the Secretary concerned and 
the State may— 

(i) consider the financial impacts of ex-
changing specific eligible land on local gov-
ernments; and 

(ii) attempt to minimize the financial im-
pact of the exchange on local governments. 

(C) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) ELIGIBLE LAND CONVEYED TO THE 

STATE.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Any eligible land con-

veyed to the State under this subsection 
shall be subject to any valid existing rights, 
contracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY STATE.—The State shall 
assume all benefits and obligations of the 
Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, as applicable, under the existing 

rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way described in subclause (I). 

(ii) STATE LAND CONVEYED TO THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Any State land conveyed 
to the United States under this subsection 
and taken into trust for the benefit of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community subject 
shall be to any valid existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(aa) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the State under the existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way de-
scribed in subclause (I); and 

(bb) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
leases, permits, and rights-of-way, after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity. 

(D) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred to the United States under this 
subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
(II) be removed not later than 90 days after 

the date on which the right, contract, lease, 
permit, or right-of-way expires, unless the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable for costs incurred by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community in re-
moving and disposing of the personal prop-
erty under clause (ii)(II). 

(7) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
land owned by the State under paragraph (3), 
the State may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the State parcels 
to be exchanged. 

(8) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide $10,000,000 of financial or other assist-
ance to the State and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community as may be necessary to ob-
tain the appraisals, and to satisfy adminis-
trative requirements, necessary to accom-
plish the exchanges under paragraph (2). 

(b) FEDERAL LAND TRANSFERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights and the requirements of this sub-
section, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to the land described in 
paragraph (2) shall be held by the United 
States in trust for the benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as part of the 
Reservation on the enforceability date. 

(2) FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PAR-

CELS.— 
(i) 59.46 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
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(I) 19.55 acres in lot 10; 
(II) 19.82 acres in lot 11; and 
(III) 20.09 acres in lot 16. 
(ii) 324.24 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 25 N., R. 22 

E., sec. 5. 
(iii) 403.56 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9, 

comprised of— 
(I) 20.39 acres in lot 2; 
(II) 20.72 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 21.06 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 40.00 acres in lot 9; 
(V) 40.00 acres in lot 10; 
(VI) 40.00 acres in lot 11; 
(VII) 40.00 acres in lot 12; 
(VIII) 21.39 acres in lot 13; and 
(IX) 160 acres in SW1⁄4. 
(iv) 70.63 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 13, 

comprised of— 
(I) 18.06 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 18.25 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 18.44 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 15.88 acres in lot 8. 
(v) 71.12 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 14, 

comprised of— 
(I) 17.65 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 17.73 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 17.83 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 17.91 acres in lot 8. 
(vi) 103.29 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 15, 

comprised of— 
(I) 21.56 acres in lot 6; 
(II) 29.50 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 17.28 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 17.41 acres in lot 9; and 
(V) 17.54 acres in lot 10. 
(vii) 160 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 1, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4 ; and 
(II) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4. 
(viii) 567.50 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

2, comprised of— 
(I) 82.54 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 164.96 acres in the NE1⁄4; and 
(III) 320 acres in the S1⁄2. 
(ix) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(x) 120 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xi) 200 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 5, 

comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xii) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 6. 
(xiii) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 8, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xiv) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 21 

E., sec. 9. 
(xv) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 10. 
(xvi) 600 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xvii) 525.81 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

21, comprised of— 
(I) 6.62 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 5.70 acres in lot 2; 
(III) 56.61 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 56.88 acres in lot 6; 
(V) 320 acres in the W1⁄2; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xviii) 719.58 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

28. 
(xix) 560 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 

(xx) 400 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 32, 
comprised of— 

(I) 320 acres in the S1⁄2; and 
(II) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxi) 455.51 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 58.25 acres in lot 3; 
(II) 58.5 acres in lot 4; 
(III) 58.76 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(V) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxii) 88.71 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

1, comprised of— 
(I) 24.36 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 24.35 acres in lot 2; and 
(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxiii) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in lot 11; and 
(II) 40 acres in lot 12. 
(xxiv) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxv) 200 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxvi) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 23. 
(xxvii) 320 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 24, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxviii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

25, comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 26. 
(xxx) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4 of T. 27 N., R. 

21 E., sec. 27. 
(xxxi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 29. 
(xxxii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec 30. 
(xxxiii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxiv) 440 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

34, comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxv) 133.44 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

4, comprised of— 
(I) 28.09 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 25.35 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 40 acres in lot 10; and 
(IV) 40 acres in lot 15. 
(xxxvi) 160 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

7, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxxvii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

8, comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxxviii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 

of T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9. 
(xxxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 17. 
(xl) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 19. 
(xli) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R22 E., sec. 20. 
(xlii) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 31. 
(xliii) 52.36 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 33. 

(xliv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of T. 
28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29. 

(xlv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 
26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 7. 

(xlvi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of 
T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12. 

(xlvii) 42.38 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 
of T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 6. 

(xlviii) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 
22 E., sec. 17. 

(xlix) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 
26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 20. 

(l) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 30, 
comprised of— 

(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4. 
(B) BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.—The par-

cels of approximately 3,519.3 acres of trust 
land that have been converted to fee land, ju-
dicially foreclosed on, acquired by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and transferred to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, described in 
clauses (i) through (iii). 

(i) PARCEL 1.—The land described in this 
clause is 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., com-
prised of— 

(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4 of sec. 27; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4 of sec. 33; and 
(III) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 34. 
(ii) PARCEL 2.—The land described in this 

clause is 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 30 N., R. 
23 E., sec. 28. 

(iii) PARCEL 3.—The land described in this 
clause is 2,559.3 acres, comprised of— 

(I) T. 28 N., R. 24 E., including— 
(aa) of sec. 16— 
(AA) 5 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(BB) 10 acres in the E1⁄2 , E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(CC) 40 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(DD) 40 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(EE) 20 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(FF) 5 acres in the W1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; and 
(GG) 160 acres in the SE1⁄4; 
(bb) 640 acres in sec. 21; 
(cc) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 22; and 
(dd) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 27; 
(II) T. 29 N., R. 25 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 1; and 
(bb) 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of sec. 12; 
(III) 39.9 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., PMM, 

sec. 6, lot 2; 
(IV) T. 30 N., R. 26 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 39.4 acres in sec. 3, lot 2; 
(bb) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of sec. 

4; 
(cc) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

5; 
(dd) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

7; and 
(ee) 40 acres in the N1⁄2, N1⁄2, NE1⁄4 of sec. 18; 

and 
(V) 40 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., PMM, the 

NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 31. 
(3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Federal land transferred 

under this subsection shall be conveyed and 
taken into trust subject to valid existing 
rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way, unless the holder of the right, con-
tract, lease, permit, and rights-of-way re-
quests an earlier termination in accordance 
with existing law. 

(ii) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(I) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the previous land management agency under 
the existing rights, contracts, leases, per-
mits, and rights-of-way described in clause 
(i); and 

(II) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
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leases, permits, and rights-of-ways after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(B) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred under this subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
(II) be removed from the land not later 

than 90 days after the date on which the 
right, contract, lease, permit, or right-of- 
way expires, unless the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community for costs incurred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in remov-
ing and disposing of the property under 
clause (ii)(II). 

(C) EXISTING ROADS.—If any road within 
the Federal land transferred under this sub-
section is necessary for customary access to 
private land, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
shall offer the owner of the private land to 
apply for a right-of-way along the existing 
road, at the expense of the landowner. 

(D) LIMITATION ON THE TRANSFER OF WATER 
RIGHTS.—Water rights that transfer with the 
land described in paragraph (2) shall not be-
come part of the Tribal water rights, unless 
those rights are recognized and ratified in 
the Compact. 

(4) WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, effective on the date of enactment of 
this Act, all Federal land within the parcels 
described in paragraph (2) is withdrawn from 
all forms of— 

(i) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(ii) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(iii) disposition under all laws pertaining 
to mineral and geothermal leasing or min-
eral materials. 

(B) EXPIRATION.—The withdrawals pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) shall terminate on 
the date that the Secretary takes the land 
into trust for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

(C) NO NEW RESERVATION OF FEDERAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—Nothing in this paragraph estab-
lishes a new reservation in favor of the 
United States or the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community with respect to any water or 
water right on the land withdrawn by this 
paragraph. 

(5) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in paragraph (2), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the parcels. 

(6) SURVEY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless the United States 

or the Fort Belknap Indian Community re-
quest an additional survey for the trans-
ferred land or a technical correction is made 
under paragraph (5), the description of land 
under this subsection shall be controlling. 

(B) ADDITIONAL SURVEY.—If the United 
States or the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity requests an additional survey, that sur-
vey shall control the total acreage to be 
transferred into trust under this subsection. 

(C) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide such financial or other assistance as 
may be necessary— 

(i) to conduct additional surveys under this 
subsection; and 

(ii) to satisfy administrative requirements 
necessary to accomplish the land transfers 
under this subsection. 

(7) DATE OF TRANSFER.—The Secretary 
shall complete all land transfers under this 
subsection and shall take the land into trust 
for the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community as expeditiously as practicable 
after the enforceability date, but not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date. 

(c) TRIBALLY OWNED FEE LAND.—Not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date, 
the Secretary shall take into trust for the 
benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity all fee land owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community on or adjacent to the 
Reservation to become part of the Reserva-
tion, provided that— 

(1) the land is free from any liens, encum-
brances, or other infirmities; and 

(2) no evidence exists of any hazardous sub-
stances on, or other environmental liability 
with respect to, the land. 

(d) DODSON LAND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

as soon as practicable after the enforce-
ability date, but not later than 10 years after 
the enforceability date, the Dodson Land de-
scribed in paragraph (3) shall be taken into 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community as part 
of the Reservation. 

(2) RESTRICTIONS.—The land taken into 
trust under paragraph (1) shall be subject to 
a perpetual easement, reserved by the United 
States for use by the Bureau of Reclamation, 
its contractors, and its assigns for— 

(A) the right of ingress and egress for Milk 
River Project purposes; 

(B) the right to— 
(i) seep, flood, and overflow the transferred 

land for Milk River Project purposes; 
(ii) conduct routine and non-routine oper-

ation, maintenance, and replacement activi-
ties on the Milk River Project facilities, in-
cluding modification to the headworks at the 
upstream end of the Dodson South Canal in 
support of Dodson South Canal enlargement, 
to include all associated access, construc-
tion, and material storage necessary to com-
plete those activities; and 

(iii) prohibit the construction of perma-
nent structures on the transferred land, ex-
cept— 

(I) as provided in the cooperative agree-
ment under paragraph (4); and 

(II) to meet the requirements of the Milk 
River Project. 

(3) DESCRIPTION OF DODSON LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Dodson Land referred 

to in paragraphs (1) and (2) is the approxi-
mately 2,500 acres of land owned by the 
United States that is, as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, under the jurisdiction of 
the Bureau of Reclamation and located at 
the northeastern corner of the Reservation 
(which extends to the point in the middle of 
the main channel of the Milk River), where 
the Milk River Project facilities, including 
the Dodson Diversion Dam, headworks to the 
Dodson South Canal, and Dodson South 
Canal, are located, and more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

(i) Supplemental Plat of T. 30 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 1 and 2. 

(ii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 25 E., 
PMM, sec. 13. 

(iii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 18, 19, 20, and 29. 

(iv) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 26, 27, 35, and 36. 

(B) CLARIFICATION.—The supplemental 
plats described in clauses (i) through (iv) of 
subparagraph (A) are official plats, as docu-
mented by retracement boundary surveys of 
the General Land Office, approved on March 
11, 1938, and on record at the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(C) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in subparagraph (A), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the parcels to be 
transferred. 

(4) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—Not later 
than 3 years after the enforceability date, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Malta Irriga-
tion District, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall negotiate and enter into a cooperative 
agreement that identifies the uses to which 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community may 
put the land described in paragraph (3), pro-
vided that the cooperative agreement may 
be amended by mutual agreement of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, the Malta Irrigation District, and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, including to 
modify the perpetual easement to narrow the 
boundaries of the easement or to terminate 
the perpetual easement and cooperative 
agreement. 

(e) LAND STATUS.—All land held in trust by 
the United States for the benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community under this sec-
tion shall be— 

(1) beneficially owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community; and 

(2) part of the Reservation and adminis-
tered in accordance with the laws and regu-
lations generally applicable to land held in 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe. 
SEC. 11007. STORAGE ALLOCATION FROM LAKE 

ELWELL. 
(a) STORAGE ALLOCATION OF WATER TO FORT 

BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary 
shall allocate to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community 20,000 acre-feet per year of water 
stored in Lake Elwell for use by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community for any bene-
ficial purpose on or off the Reservation, 
under a water right held by the United 
States and managed by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, as measured and di-
verted at the outlet works of the Tiber Dam 
or through direct pumping from Lake Elwell. 

(b) TREATMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The allocation to the Fort 

Belknap Indian Community under subsection 
(a) shall be considered to be part of the Trib-
al water rights. 

(2) PRIORITY DATE.—The priority date of 
the allocation to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community under subsection (a) shall be the 
priority date of the Lake Elwell water right 
held by the Bureau of Reclamation. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall administer the water 
allocated under subsection (a) in accordance 
with the Compact and this division. 

(c) ALLOCATION AGREEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing the allocation under this section, the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community shall enter 
into an agreement with the Secretary to es-
tablish the terms and conditions of the allo-
cation, in accordance with the Compact and 
this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The agreement under 
paragraph (1) shall include provisions estab-
lishing that— 
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(A) the agreement shall be without limit as 

to term; 
(B) the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 

and not the United States, shall be entitled 
to all consideration due to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community under any lease, con-
tract, exchange, or agreement entered into 
by the Fort Belknap Indian Community pur-
suant to subsection (d); 

(C) the United States shall have no obliga-
tion to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease, contract, exchange, or agreement 
entered into by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community pursuant to subsection (d); or 

(ii) the expenditure of those funds; 
(D) if the capacity or function of Lake 

Elwell facilities are significantly reduced, or 
are anticipated to be significantly reduced, 
for an extended period of time, the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall have the 
same storage rights as other storage con-
tractors with respect to the allocation under 
this section; 

(E) the costs associated with the construc-
tion of the storage facilities at Tiber Dam al-
locable to the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall be nonreimbursable; 

(F) no water service capital charge shall be 
due or payable for any water allocated to the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community under this 
section or the allocation agreement, regard-
less of whether that water is delivered for 
use by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
or under a lease, contract, exchange, or by 
agreement entered into by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to subsection 
(d); 

(G) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall not be required to make payments to 
the United States for any water allocated to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
this section or the allocation agreement, ex-
cept for each acre-foot of stored water leased 
or transferred for industrial purposes as de-
scribed in subparagraph (H); and 

(H) for each acre-foot of stored water 
leased or transferred by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community for industrial purposes— 

(i) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall pay annually to the United States an 
amount necessary to cover the proportional 
share of the annual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs allocable to the quan-
tity of water leased or transferred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community for indus-
trial purposes; and 

(ii) the annual payments of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall be re-
viewed and adjusted, as appropriate, to re-
flect the actual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs for Tiber Dam. 

(d) AGREEMENT BY FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
COMMUNITY.—The Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity may use, lease, contract, exchange, 
or enter into other agreements for the use of 
the water allocated to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under subsection (a) if— 

(1) the use of water that is the subject of 
such an agreement occurs within the Mis-
souri River Basin; and 

(2) the agreement does not permanently al-
ienate any water allocated to the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community under that sub-
section. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The allocation under 
subsection (a) takes effect on the enforce-
ability date. 

(f) NO CARRYOVER STORAGE.—The alloca-
tion under subsection (a) shall not be in-
creased by any year-to-year carryover stor-
age. 

(g) DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY COSTS.— 
The United States shall not be required to 
pay the cost of developing or delivering any 
water allocated under this section. 

SEC. 11008. MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—In complete satisfaction 

of the Milk River Project mitigation require-
ments provided for in Article VI.B. of the 
Compact, the Secretary, acting through the 
Commissioner— 

(1) in cooperation with the State and the 
Blackfeet Tribe, shall carry out appropriate 
activities concerning the restoration of the 
St. Mary Canal and associated facilities, in-
cluding activities relating to the— 

(A) planning and design to restore the St. 
Mary Canal and appurtenances to convey 850 
cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and re-
pairing of the St. Mary Canal and appur-
tenances; and 

(2) in cooperation with the State and the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall carry 
out appropriate activities concerning the en-
largement of Dodson South Canal and associ-
ated facilities, including activities relating 
to the— 

(A) planning and design to enlarge Dodson 
South Canal and headworks at the upstream 
end of Dodson South Canal to divert and con-
vey 700 cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and en-
larging the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second. 

(b) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary, prior to any 
adjustments provided for in section 11014(b), 
shall not exceed $300,000,000 to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (c)(1). 

(c) SATISFACTION OF MITIGATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding any provision of the 
Compact, the mitigation required by Article 
VI.B. of the Compact shall be deemed satis-
fied if— 

(1) the Secretary has— 
(A) restored the St. Mary Canal and associ-

ated facilities to convey 850 cubic-feet per 
second; and 

(B) enlarged the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second; or 

(2) the Secretary— 
(A) has expended all of the available fund-

ing provided pursuant to section 
11014(a)(1)(D) to rehabilitate the St. Mary 
Canal and enlarge the Dodson South Canal; 
and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 

(d) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—The 
costs to the Secretary of carrying out this 
section shall be nonreimbursable. 
SEC. 11009. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 

PROJECT SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall 
rehabilitate, modernize, and expand the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, as gen-
erally described in the document of Natural 
Resources Consulting Engineers, Inc., enti-
tled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community Com-
prehensive Water Development Plan’’ and 
dated February 2019, which shall include— 

(1) planning, studies, and designing of the 
existing and expanded Milk River unit, in-
cluding the irrigation system, Pumping 
Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort Belknap 
Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples Creek Flood 
Protection Project; 

(2) the rehabilitation, modernization, and 
construction of the existing Milk River unit; 
and 

(3) construction of the expanded Milk 
River unit, including the irrigation system, 
Pumping Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort 
Belknap Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples 
Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(b) LEAD AGENCY.—The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, in coordination with the Bureau of 

Reclamation, shall serve as the lead agency 
with respect to any activities carried out 
under this section. 

(c) CONSULTATION WITH THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary shall 
consult with the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity on appropriate changes to the final 
design and costs of any activity under this 
section. 

(d) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section, prior to any adjustment 
provided for in section 11014(b), shall not ex-
ceed $415,832,153. 

(e) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—All 
costs incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section shall be nonreimbursable. 

(f) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community shall 
negotiate the cost of any oversight activity 
carried out by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
or the Bureau of Reclamation under any 
agreement entered into under subsection (j), 
subject to the condition that the total cost 
for the oversight shall not exceed 3 percent 
of the total project costs for each project. 

(g) PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall facilitate the 
formation of a project management com-
mittee composed of representatives of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity— 

(1) to review and make recommendations 
relating to cost factors, budgets, and imple-
menting the activities for rehabilitating, 
modernizing, and expanding the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project; and 

(2) to improve management of inherently 
governmental activities through enhanced 
communication. 

(h) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total 
cost of planning, studies, design, rehabilita-
tion, modernization, and construction activi-
ties relating to the projects described in sub-
section (a) results in cost savings and is less 
than the amounts authorized to be obligated, 
the Secretary, at the request of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, shall deposit 
those savings in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under section 
11012(b)(2). 

(i) TREATMENT.—Any activities carried out 
pursuant to this section that result in im-
provements, additions, or modifications to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 
shall— 

(1) become a part of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Irrigation Project; and 

(2) be recorded in the inventory of the Sec-
retary relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(j) APPLICABILITY OF ISDEAA.—At the re-
quest of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, and in accordance with the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Secretary shall 
enter into agreements with the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community to carry out all or a por-
tion of this section. 

(k) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section— 
(1) alters any applicable law under which 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs collects assess-
ments or carries out the operations and 
maintenance of the Fort Belknap Indian Irri-
gation Project; or 

(2) impacts the availability of amounts 
under section 11014. 

(l) SATISFACTION OF FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
IRRIGATION PROJECT SYSTEM REQUIREMENT.— 
The obligations of the Secretary under sub-
section (a) shall be deemed satisfied if the 
Secretary— 

(1) has rehabilitated, modernized, and ex-
panded the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project in accordance with subsection (a); or 
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(2)(A) has expended all of the available 

funding provided pursuant to paragraphs 
(1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) of section 11014(a); and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 11010. SATISFACTION OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The benefits provided 
under this division shall be in complete re-
placement of, complete substitution for, and 
full satisfaction of any claim of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community against the 
United States that is waived and released by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 11011(a). 

(b) ALLOTTEES.—The benefits realized by 
the allottees under this division shall be in 
complete replacement of, complete substi-
tution for, and full satisfaction of— 

(1) all claims waived and released by the 
United States (acting as trustee for the 
allottees) under section 11011(a)(2); and 

(2) any claims of the allottees against the 
United States similar to the claims de-
scribed in section 11011(a)(2) that the allottee 
asserted or could have asserted. 
SEC. 11011. WAIVERS AND RELEASES OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 

FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AND UNITED 
STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.—Subject to the reservation 
of rights and retention of claims under sub-
section (d), as consideration for recognition 
of the Tribal water rights and other benefits 
described in the Compact and this division, 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, acting 
on behalf of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity and members of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community (but not any member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community as an allot-
tee), and the United States, acting as trustee 
for the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community (but not any member of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an allottee), 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the State that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, or the 
United States acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a State stream adjudication, on or 
before the enforceability date, except to the 
extent that such rights are recognized in the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
UNITED STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR ALLOTTEES.— 
Subject to the reservation of rights and the 
retention of claims under subsection (d), as 
consideration for recognition of the Tribal 
water rights and other benefits described in 
the Compact and this division, the United 
States, acting as trustee for the allottees, 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the Reserva-
tion that the United States, acting as trust-
ee for the allottees, asserted or could have 
asserted in any proceeding, including a State 
stream adjudication, on or before the en-
forceability date, except to the extent that 
such rights are recognized in the Compact 
and this division. 

(3) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AGAINST 
THE UNITED STATES.—Subject to the reserva-
tion of rights and retention of claims under 
subsection (d), the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, acting on behalf of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community and members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community (but not any 
member of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity as an allottee), shall execute a waiver 
and release of all claims against the United 
States (including any agency or employee of 
the United States)— 

(A) first arising before the enforceability 
date relating to— 

(i) water rights within the State that the 
United States, acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a general stream adjudication in the 
State, except to the extent that such rights 
are recognized as Tribal water rights under 
this division; 

(ii) foregone benefits from nontribal use of 
water, on and off the Reservation (including 
water from all sources and for all uses); 

(iii) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to loss 
of water or water rights, including damages, 
losses, or injuries to hunting, fishing, gath-
ering, or cultural rights due to loss of water 
or water rights, claims relating to inter-
ference with, diversion of, or taking of 
water, or claims relating to a failure to pro-
tect, acquire, replace, or develop water, 
water rights, or water infrastructure) within 
the State; 

(iv) a failure to establish or provide a mu-
nicipal rural or industrial water delivery 
system on the Reservation; 

(v) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to con-
struction, operation, and management of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and 
other Federal land and facilities (including 
damages, losses, or injuries to Tribal fish-
eries, fish habitat, wildlife, and wildlife habi-
tat); 

(vi) a failure to provide for operation and 
maintenance, or deferred maintenance, for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 
or any other irrigation system or irrigation 
project; 

(vii) the litigation of claims relating to 
any water rights of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the State; 

(viii) the negotiation, execution, or adop-
tion of the Compact (including appendices) 
and this division; 

(ix) the taking or acquisition of land or re-
sources of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity for the construction or operation of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project or 
the Milk River Project; and 

(x) the allocation of water of the Milk 
River and the St. Mary River (including trib-
utaries) between the United States and Can-
ada pursuant to the International Boundary 
Waters Treaty of 1909 (36 Stat. 2448); and 

(B) relating to damage, loss, or injury to 
water, water rights, land, or natural re-
sources due to mining activities in the Little 
Rockies Mountains prior to the date of trust 
acquisition, including damages, losses, or in-
juries to hunting, fishing, gathering, or cul-
tural rights. 

(b) EFFECTIVENESS.—The waivers and re-
leases under subsection (a) shall take effect 
on the enforceability date. 

(c) OBJECTIONS IN MONTANA WATER 
COURT.—Nothing in this division or the Com-
pact prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, a member of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, an allottee, or the United 
States in any capacity from objecting to any 
claim to a water right filed in any general 
stream adjudication in the Montana Water 
Court. 

(d) RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND RETENTION 
OF CLAIMS.—Notwithstanding the waivers 
and releases under subsection (a), the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, acting on behalf 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
members of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, and the United States, acting as 
trustee for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and the allottees shall retain— 

(1) all claims relating to— 
(A) the enforcement of water rights recog-

nized under the Compact, any final court de-
cree relating to those water rights, or this 
division or to water rights accruing on or 
after the enforceability date; 

(B) the quality of water under— 
(i) CERCLA, including damages to natural 

resources; 
(ii) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 

300f et seq.); 
(iii) the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); and 
(iv) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in clauses (i) through (iii); 
(C) damage, loss, or injury to land or nat-

ural resources that are— 
(i) not due to loss of water or water rights 

(including hunting, fishing, gathering, or 
cultural rights); and 

(ii) not described in subsection (a)(3); and 
(D) an action to prevent any person or 

party (as defined in sections 29 and 30 of Ar-
ticle II of the Compact) from interfering 
with the enjoyment of the Tribal water 
rights; 

(2) all claims relating to off-Reservation 
hunting rights, fishing rights, gathering 
rights, or other rights; 

(3) all claims relating to the right to use 
and protect water rights acquired after the 
date of enactment of this Act; 

(4) all claims relating to the allocation of 
waters of the Milk River and the Milk River 
Project between the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the Blackfeet Tribe, pursu-
ant to section 3705(e)(3) of the Blackfeet 
Water Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 
114–322; 130 Stat. 1818); 

(5) all claims relating to the enforcement 
of this division, including the required trans-
fer of land under section 11006; and 

(6) all rights, remedies, privileges, immuni-
ties, and powers not specifically waived and 
released pursuant to this division or the 
Compact. 

(e) EFFECT OF COMPACT AND DIVISION.— 
Nothing in the Compact or this division— 

(1) affects the authority of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to enforce the 
laws of the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 
including with respect to environmental pro-
tections; 

(2) affects the ability of the United States, 
acting as sovereign, to carry out any activ-
ity authorized by law, including— 

(A) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(B) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.); 

(C) CERCLA; and 
(D) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in subparagraphs (A) through (C); 
(3) affects the ability of the United States 

to act as trustee for any other Indian Tribe 
or an allottee of any other Indian Tribe; 

(4) confers jurisdiction on any State 
court— 

(A) to interpret Federal law relating to 
health, safety, or the environment; 

(B) to determine the duties of the United 
States or any other party under Federal law 
relating to health, safety, or the environ-
ment; or 

(C) to conduct judicial review of any Fed-
eral agency action; 

(5) waives any claim of a member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in an indi-
vidual capacity that does not derive from a 
right of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity; 

(6) revives any claim adjudicated in the de-
cision in Gros Ventre Tribe v. United States, 
469 F.3d 801 (9th Cir. 2006); or 

(7) revives any claim released by an allot-
tee or member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the settlement in Cobell v. 
Salazar, No. 1:96CV01285–JR (D.D.C. 2012). 

(f) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The enforce-
ability date shall be the date on which the 
Secretary publishes in the Federal Register a 
statement of findings that— 

(1) the eligible members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community have voted to 
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approve this division and the Compact by a 
majority of votes cast on the day of the vote; 

(2)(A) the Montana Water Court has ap-
proved the Compact in a manner from which 
no further appeal may be taken; or 

(B) if the Montana Water Court is found to 
lack jurisdiction, the appropriate district 
court of the United States has approved the 
Compact as a consent decree from which no 
further appeal may be taken; 

(3) all of the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated under section 11014 have been ap-
propriated and deposited in the designated 
accounts; 

(4) the Secretary and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community have executed the alloca-
tion agreement described in section 
11007(c)(1); 

(5) the State has provided the required 
funding into the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Tribal Irrigation and Other Water 
Resources Development Account of the Trust 
Fund pursuant to section 11014(a)(3); and 

(6) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) have been executed by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the Sec-
retary. 

(g) TOLLING OF CLAIMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each applicable period of 

limitation and time-based equitable defense 
relating to a claim described in this section 
shall be tolled for the period beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act and ending 
on the enforceability date. 

(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection revives any claim or tolls any pe-
riod of limitations or time-based equitable 
defense that expired before the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(h) EXPIRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This division shall expire 

in any case in which— 
(A) the amounts authorized to be appro-

priated by this division have not been made 
available to the Secretary by not later 
than— 

(i) January 21, 2034; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary; or 

(B) the Secretary fails to publish a state-
ment of findings under subsection (f) by not 
later than— 

(i) January 21, 2035; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary, after providing reason-
able notice to the State. 

(2) CONSEQUENCES.—If this division expires 
under paragraph (1)— 

(A) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(i) expire; and 
(ii) have no further force or effect; 
(B) the authorization, ratification, con-

firmation, and execution of the Compact 
under section 11004 shall no longer be effec-
tive; 

(C) any action carried out by the Sec-
retary, and any contract or agreement en-
tered into, pursuant to this division shall be 
void; 

(D) any unexpended Federal funds appro-
priated or made available to carry out the 
activities authorized by this division, to-
gether with any interest earned on those 
funds, and any water rights or contracts to 
use water and title to other property ac-
quired or constructed with Federal funds ap-
propriated or made available to carry out 
the activities authorized by this division 
shall be returned to the Federal Govern-
ment, unless otherwise agreed to by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the United 
States and approved by Congress; and 

(E) except for Federal funds used to ac-
quire or construct property that is returned 
to the Federal Government under subpara-

graph (D), the United States shall be entitled 
to offset any Federal funds made available to 
carry out this division that were expended or 
withdrawn, or any funds made available to 
carry out this division from other Federal 
authorized sources, together with any inter-
est accrued on those funds, against any 
claims against the United States— 

(i) relating to— 
(I) water rights in the State asserted by— 
(aa) the Fort Belknap Indian Community; 

or 
(bb) any user of the Tribal water rights; or 
(II) any other matter described in sub-

section (a)(3); or 
(ii) in any future settlement of water 

rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity or an allottee. 
SEC. 11012. AANIIIH NAKODA SETTLEMENT 

TRUST FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a trust fund for the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, to be known as the 
‘‘Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust Fund’’, 
to be managed, invested, and distributed by 
the Secretary and to remain available until 
expended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury, consisting of the 
amounts deposited in the Trust Fund under 
subsection (c), together with any investment 
earnings, including interest, earned on those 
amounts, for the purpose of carrying out this 
division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Trust Fund the following ac-
counts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account. 

(2) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count. 

(3) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account established under sub-
section (b)(1), the amounts made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A)(i) of 
section 11014(a); 

(2) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(2), the 
amounts made available pursuant to section 
11014(a)(2)(A)(ii); and 

(3) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account 
established under subsection (b)(3), the 
amounts made available pursuant to para-
graphs (1)(B) and (2)(A)(iii) of section 
11014(a). 

(d) MANAGEMENT AND INTEREST.— 
(1) MANAGEMENT.—On receipt and deposit 

of the funds into the accounts in the Trust 
Fund pursuant to subsection (c), the Sec-
retary shall manage, invest, and distribute 
all amounts in the Trust Fund in accordance 
with the investment authority of the Sec-
retary under— 

(A) the first section of the Act of June 24, 
1938 (25 U.S.C. 162a); 

(B) the American Indian Trust Fund Man-
agement Reform Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et 
seq.); and 

(C) this section. 
(2) INVESTMENT EARNINGS.—In addition to 

the amounts deposited under subsection (c), 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
credited to amounts held in the Trust Fund 
shall be available for use in accordance with 
subsections (e) and (g). 

(e) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to, 
and deposited in, the Trust Fund, including 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
earned on those amounts shall be made 
available— 

(A) to the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
by the Secretary beginning on the enforce-
ability date; and 

(B) subject to the uses and restrictions in 
this section. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)— 

(A) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Tribal Irrigation and 
Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on the date on which the 
amounts are deposited for uses described in 
subparagraph (A) and (B) of subsection (g)(1); 

(B) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Resources and 
Water Rights Administration, Operation, 
and Maintenance Account established under 
subsection (b)(2) shall be made available to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community has sat-
isfied the requirements of section 11011(f)(1), 
for the uses described in subsection (g)(2)(A); 
and 

(C) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Clean and Safe Domestic 
Water and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell 
Project Account established under sub-
section (b)(3) shall be available to the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community on the date on 
which the amounts are deposited for the uses 
described in subsection (g)(3)(A). 

(f) WITHDRAWALS.— 
(1) AMERICAN INDIAN TRUST FUND MANAGE-

MENT REFORM ACT OF 1994.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 

Community may withdraw any portion of 
the funds in the Trust Fund on approval by 
the Secretary of a Tribal management plan 
submitted by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity in accordance with the American In-
dian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 
1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In addition to the re-
quirements under the American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Reform Act of 1994 (25 
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), the Tribal management 
plan under this paragraph shall require that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community spend 
all amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund, 
and any investment earnings accrued 
through the investments under the Tribal 
management plan, in accordance with this 
division. 

(C) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 
carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary— 

(i) to enforce the Tribal management plan; 
and 

(ii) to ensure that amounts withdrawn 
from the Trust Fund by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under this paragraph are 
used in accordance with this division. 

(2) WITHDRAWALS UNDER EXPENDITURE 
PLAN.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community may submit to the Secretary a 
request to withdraw funds from the Trust 
Fund pursuant to an approved expenditure 
plan. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligible to with-
draw funds under an expenditure plan under 
this paragraph, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall submit to the Secretary 
for approval an expenditure plan for any por-
tion of the Trust Fund that the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community elects to withdraw pursu-
ant to this paragraph, subject to the condi-
tion that the funds shall be used for the pur-
poses described in this division. 
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(C) INCLUSIONS.—An expenditure plan 

under this paragraph shall include a descrip-
tion of the manner and purpose for which the 
amounts proposed to be withdrawn from the 
Trust Fund will be used by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community in accordance with sub-
sections (e) and (g). 

(D) APPROVAL.—On receipt of an expendi-
ture plan under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall approve the expenditure plan if 
the Secretary determines that the expendi-
ture plan— 

(i) is reasonable; and 
(ii) is consistent with, and will be used for, 

the purposes of this division. 
(E) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 

carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary to enforce an expenditure plan 
under this paragraph to ensure that amounts 
disbursed under this paragraph are used in 
accordance with this division. 

(g) USES.—Amounts from the Trust Fund 
shall be used by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community for the following purposes: 

(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL 
IRRIGATION AND OTHER WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACCOUNT.—Amounts in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community Tribal Irrigation 
and Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to pay the cost of activities re-
lating to— 

(A) planning, studies, and design of the 
Southern Tributary Irrigation Project and 
the Peoples Creek Irrigation Project, includ-
ing the Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Res-
ervoir, as generally described in the docu-
ment of Natural Resources Consulting Engi-
neers, Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Comprehensive Water Develop-
ment Plan’’ and dated February 2019; 

(B) environmental compliance; 
(C) construction of the Southern Tributary 

Irrigation Project and the Peoples Creek Ir-
rigation Project, including the Upper Peo-
ples Creek Dam and Reservoir; 

(D) wetlands restoration and development; 
(E) stock watering infrastructure; and 
(F) on farm development support and reac-

quisition of fee lands within the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and Fort 
Belknap Indian Community irrigation 
projects within the Reservation. 

(2) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY WATER 
RESOURCES AND WATER RIGHTS ADMINISTRA-
TION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE AC-
COUNT.—Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under sub-
section (b)(2), the principal and investment 
earnings, including interest, may only be 
used by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
to pay the costs of activities described in 
subparagraphs (A) through (C) as follows: 

(A) $9,000,000 shall be used for the estab-
lishment, operation, and capital expendi-
tures in connection with the administration 
of the Tribal water resources and water 
rights development, including the develop-
ment or enactment of a Tribal water code. 

(B) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $29,299,059 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities for 
administration, operations, and regulation of 
the Tribal water resources and water rights 
department, in accordance with the Compact 
and this division. 

(C) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $28,331,693 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities relat-
ing to a portion of the annual assessment 
costs for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and Tribal members, including 
allottees, under the Fort Belknap Indian Ir-
rigation Project and Fort Belknap Indian 

Community irrigation projects within the 
Reservation. 

(3) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY CLEAN 
AND SAFE DOMESTIC WATER AND SEWER SYS-
TEMS, AND LAKE ELWELL PROJECT ACCOUNT.— 
Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(3), the 
principal and investment earnings, including 
interest, may only be used by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to pay the costs 
of activities relating to— 

(A) planning, studies, design, and environ-
mental compliance of domestic water supply, 
and sewer collection and treatment systems, 
as generally described in the document of 
Natural Resources Consulting Engineers, 
Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Comprehensive Water Development 
Plan’’ and dated February 2019, including the 
Lake Elwell Project water delivery to the 
southern part of the Reservation; 

(B) construction of domestic water supply, 
sewer collection, and treatment systems; 

(C) construction, in accordance with appli-
cable law, of infrastructure for delivery of 
Lake Elwell water diverted from the Mis-
souri River to the southern part of the Res-
ervation; and 

(D) planning, studies, design, environ-
mental compliance, and construction of a 
Tribal wellness center for a work force 
health and wellbeing project. 

(h) LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not be 
liable for any expenditure or investment of 
amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community pursu-
ant to subsection (f). 

(i) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total cost 
of the activities described in subsection (g) 
results in cost savings and is less than the 
amounts authorized to be obligated under 
any of paragraphs (1) through (3) of that sub-
section required to carry out those activi-
ties, the Secretary, at the request of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall de-
posit those savings in the Trust Fund to be 
used in accordance with that subsection. 

(j) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall submit to the Sec-
retary an annual expenditure report describ-
ing accomplishments and amounts spent 
from use of withdrawals under a Tribal man-
agement plan or an expenditure plan de-
scribed in this section. 

(k) NO PER CAPITA PAYMENTS.—No prin-
cipal or interest amount in any account es-
tablished by this section shall be distributed 
to any member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on a per capita basis. 

(l) EFFECT.—Nothing in this division enti-
tles the Fort Belknap Indian Community to 
judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary regarding whether to approve a 
Tribal management plan under subsection 
(f)(1) or an expenditure plan under subsection 
(f)(2), except as provided under subchapter II 
of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act’’). 
SEC. 11013. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY 

WATER SETTLEMENT IMPLEMENTA-
TION FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a non- 
trust, interest-bearing account to be known 
as the ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Settlement Implementation Fund’’, to 
be managed and distributed by the Sec-
retary, for use by the Secretary for carrying 
out this division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Implementation Fund the fol-
lowing accounts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account. 

(2) The Milk River Project Mitigation Ac-
count. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account established under 
subsection (b)(1), the amount made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) 
of section 11014(a); and 

(2) in the Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2), 
the amount made available pursuant to sec-
tion 11014(a)(1)(D). 

(d) USES.— 
(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 

PROJECT SYSTEM ACCOUNT.—The Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project Rehabilitation Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to carry out section 11009, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (h) of that sec-
tion. 

(2) MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION AC-
COUNT.—The Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2) 
may only be used to carry out section 11008. 

(e) MANAGEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Imple-

mentation Fund shall not be available to the 
Secretary for expenditure until the enforce-
ability date. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), amounts deposited in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project System 
Account established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Secretary on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited for 
uses described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 11009(a). 

(f) INTEREST.—In addition to the deposits 
under subsection (c), any interest credited to 
amounts unexpended in the Implementation 
Fund are authorized to be appropriated to be 
used in accordance with the uses described in 
subsection (d). 
SEC. 11014. FUNDING. 

(a) FUNDING.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Subject to subsection (b), there are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary— 

(A) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Tribal Irrigation and Other 
Water Resources Development Account of 
the Trust Fund established under section 
11012(b)(1), $89,643,100, to be retained until ex-
pended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury; 

(B) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Clean and Safe Domestic Water 
and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project 
Account of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(3), $331,885,220, to be retained 
until expended, withdrawn, or reverted to 
the general fund of the Treasury; 

(C) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project System Account of the 
Implementation Fund established under sec-
tion 11013(b)(1), such sums as are necessary, 
but not more than $187,124,469, for the Sec-
retary to carry out section 11009, to be re-
tained until expended, withdrawn, or re-
verted to the general fund of the Treasury; 
and 

(D) for deposit in the Milk River Project 
Mitigation Account of the Implementation 
Fund established under section 11013(b)(2), 
such sums as are necessary, but not more 
than $300,000,000, for the Secretary to carry 
out obligations of the Secretary under sec-
tion 11008, to be retained until expended, 
withdrawn, or reverted to the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

(2) MANDATORY APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Out of any funds in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deposit— 

(i) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account of the Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 11012(b)(1), 
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$29,881,034, to be retained until expended, 
withdrawn, or reverted to the general fund of 
the Treasury; 

(ii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(2), $66,630,752; 

(iii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(3), $110,628,407; and 

(iv) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account of the Implementa-
tion Fund established under section 
11013(b)(1), $228,707,684. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited in 
the accounts under subparagraph (A) shall be 
available without further appropriation. 

(3) STATE COST SHARE.—The State shall 
contribute $5,000,000, plus any earned inter-
est, payable to the Secretary for deposit in 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community Tribal 
Irrigation and Other Water Resources Devel-
opment Account of the Trust Fund estab-
lished under section 11012(b)(1) on approval of 
a final decree by the Montana Water Court 
for the purpose of activities relating to the 
Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Reservoir 
under subparagraphs (A) through (C) of sec-
tion 11012(g)(1). 

(b) FLUCTUATION IN COSTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amounts authorized 

to be appropriated under paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (a) and this subsection shall 
be— 

(A) increased or decreased, as appropriate, 
by such amounts as may be justified by rea-
son of ordinary fluctuations in costs occur-
ring after the date of enactment of this Act 
as indicated by the Bureau of Reclamation 
Construction Cost Index—Composite Trend; 
and 

(B) adjusted to address construction cost 
changes necessary to account for unforeseen 
market volatility that may not otherwise be 
captured by engineering cost indices as de-
termined by the Secretary, including repric-
ing applicable to the types of construction 
and current industry standards involved. 

(2) REPETITION.—The adjustment process 
under paragraph (1) shall be repeated for 
each subsequent amount appropriated until 
the amount authorized to be appropriated 
under subsection (a), as adjusted, has been 
appropriated. 

(3) PERIOD OF INDEXING.— 
(A) TRUST FUND.—With respect to the 

Trust Fund, the period of indexing adjust-
ment under paragraph (1) for any increment 
of funding shall end on the date on which the 
funds are deposited into the Trust Fund. 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—With respect 
to the Implementation Fund, the period of 
adjustment under paragraph (1) for any in-
crement of funding shall be annually. 
SEC. 11015. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

(a) WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY BY THE 
UNITED STATES.—Except as provided in sub-
sections (a) through (c) of section 208 of the 
Department of Justice Appropriation Act, 
1953 (43 U.S.C. 666), nothing in this division 
waives the sovereign immunity of the United 
States. 

(b) OTHER TRIBES NOT ADVERSELY AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this division quantifies 
or diminishes any land or water right, or any 
claim or entitlement to land or water, of an 
Indian Tribe, band, or community other than 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(c) ELIMINATION OF DEBTS OR LIENS 
AGAINST ALLOTMENTS OF THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY MEMBERS WITHIN THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION PROJECT.— 
On the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall cancel and eliminate all 

debts or liens against the allotments of land 
held by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community due to construction assessments 
and annual operation and maintenance 
charges relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(d) EFFECT ON CURRENT LAW.—Nothing in 
this division affects any provision of law (in-
cluding regulations) in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act with 
respect to pre-enforcement review of any 
Federal environmental enforcement action. 

(e) EFFECT ON RECLAMATION LAWS.—The ac-
tivities carried out by the Commissioner 
under this division shall not establish a 
precedent or impact the authority provided 
under any other provision of the reclamation 
laws, including— 

(1) the Reclamation Rural Water Supply 
Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 2401 et seq.); and 

(2) the Omnibus Public Land Management 
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–11; 123 Stat. 991). 

(f) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—Nothing in this 
division prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from seeking— 

(1) additional funds for Tribal programs or 
purposes; or 

(2) funding from the United States or the 
State based on the status of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an Indian 
Tribe. 

(g) RIGHTS UNDER STATE LAW.—Except as 
provided in section 1 of Article III of the 
Compact (relating to the closing of certain 
water basins in the State to new appropria-
tions in accordance with the laws of the 
State), nothing in this division or the Com-
pact precludes the acquisition or exercise of 
a right arising under State law (as defined in 
section 6 of Article II of the Compact) to the 
use of water by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community, or a member or allottee of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, outside the 
Reservation by— 

(1) purchase of the right; or 
(2) submitting to the State an application 

in accordance with State law. 
(h) WATER STORAGE AND IMPORTATION.— 

Nothing in this division or the Compact pre-
vents the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
from participating in any project to import 
water to, or to add storage in, the Milk River 
Basin. 

SEC. 11016. ANTIDEFICIENCY. 

The United States shall not be liable for 
any failure to carry out any obligation or ac-
tivity authorized by this division, including 
any obligation or activity under the Com-
pact, if— 

(1) adequate appropriations are not pro-
vided by Congress expressly to carry out the 
purposes of this division; or 

(2) there are not enough funds available in 
the Reclamation Water Settlements Fund 
established by section 10501(a) of the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (43 
U.S.C. 407(a)) to carry out the purposes of 
this division. 

SA 1085. Mr. TESTER (for himself 
and Mr. DAINES) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of 
Defense, for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 

DIVISION I—FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COM-
MUNITY WATER RIGHTS SETTLEMENT 
ACT OF 2023 

SEC. 11001. SHORT TITLE. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Fort 
Belknap Indian Community Water Rights 
Settlement Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11002. PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this division are— 
(1) to achieve a fair, equitable, and final 

settlement of claims to water rights in the 
State of Montana for— 

(A) the Fort Belknap Indian Community of 
the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana; 
and 

(B) the United States, acting as trustee for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
allottees; 

(2) to authorize, ratify, and confirm the 
water rights compact entered into by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
State, to the extent that the Compact is con-
sistent with this division; 

(3) to authorize and direct the Secretary— 
(A) to execute the Compact; and 
(B) to take any other actions necessary to 

carry out the Compact in accordance with 
this division; 

(4) to authorize funds necessary for the im-
plementation of the Compact and this divi-
sion; and 

(5) to authorize the exchange and transfer 
of certain Federal and State land. 
SEC. 11003. DEFINITIONS. 

In this division: 
(1) ALLOTTEE.—The term ‘‘allottee’’ means 

an individual who holds a beneficial real 
property interest in an allotment of Indian 
land that is— 

(A) located within the Reservation; and 
(B) held in trust by the United States. 
(2) BLACKFEET TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Black-

feet Tribe’’ means the Blackfeet Tribe of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation of Montana. 

(3) CERCLA.—The term ‘‘CERCLA’’ means 
the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 
U.S.C. 9601 et seq.). 

(4) COMMISSIONER.—The term ‘‘Commis-
sioner’’ means the Commissioner of Rec-
lamation. 

(5) COMPACT.—The term ‘‘Compact’’ 
means— 

(A) the Fort Belknap-Montana water 
rights compact dated April 16, 2001, as con-
tained in section 85–20–1001 of the Montana 
Code Annotated (2021); and 

(B) any appendix (including appendix 
amendments), part, or amendment to the 
Compact that is executed to make the Com-
pact consistent with this division. 

(6) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The term ‘‘en-
forceability date’’ means the date described 
in section 11011(f). 

(7) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The 
term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community’’ 
means the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine 
Tribes of the Fort Belknap Reservation of 
Montana, a federally recognized Indian Trib-
al entity included on the list published by 
the Secretary pursuant to section 104(a) of 
the Federally Recognized Indian Tribe List 
Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 5131(a)). 

(8) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council’’ means the governing body 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(9) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 
PROJECT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project’’ means the Federal 
Indian irrigation project constructed and op-
erated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, con-
sisting of the Milk River unit, including— 

(i) the Three Mile unit; and 
(ii) the White Bear unit. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:20 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00077 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY6.096 S27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3790 July 27, 2023 
(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Fort Belknap 

Indian Irrigation Project’’ includes any addi-
tion to the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project constructed pursuant to this divi-
sion, including expansion of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, the 
Pumping Plant, delivery Pipe and Canal, the 
Fort Belknap Reservoir and Dam, and the 
Peoples Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(10) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—The term ‘‘Im-
plementation Fund’’ means the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Settlement Imple-
mentation Fund established by section 
11013(a). 

(11) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Indian 
Tribe’’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
5304). 

(12) LAKE ELWELL.—The term ‘‘Lake 
Elwell’’ means the water impounded on the 
Marias River in the State by Tiber Dam, a 
feature of the Lower Marias Unit of the 
Pick-Sloan Missouri River Basin Program 
authorized by section 9 of the Act of Decem-
ber 22, 1944 (commonly known as the ‘‘Flood 
Control Act of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 
665). 

(13) MALTA IRRIGATION DISTRICT.—The term 
‘‘Malta Irrigation District’’ means the public 
corporation— 

(A) created on December 28, 1923, pursuant 
to the laws of the State relating to irriga-
tion districts; and 

(B) headquartered in Malta, Montana. 
(14) MILK RIVER.—The term ‘‘Milk River’’ 

means the mainstem of the Milk River and 
each tributary of the Milk River between the 
headwaters of the Milk River and the con-
fluence of the Milk River with the Missouri 
River, consisting of— 

(A) Montana Water Court Basins 40F, 40G, 
40H, 40I, 40J, 40K, 40L, 40M, 40N, and 40O; and 

(B) the portion of the Milk River and each 
tributary of the Milk River that flows 
through the Canadian Provinces of Alberta 
and Saskatchewan. 

(15) MILK RIVER PROJECT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Milk River 

Project’’ means the Bureau of Reclamation 
project conditionally approved by the Sec-
retary on March 14, 1903, pursuant to the Act 
of June 17, 1902 (32 Stat. 388, chapter 1093), 
commencing at Lake Sherburne Reservoir 
and providing water to a point approxi-
mately 6 miles east of Nashua, Montana. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Milk River 
Project’’ includes— 

(i) the St. Mary Unit; 
(ii) the Fresno Dam and Reservoir; and 
(iii) the Dodson pumping unit. 
(16) MISSOURI RIVER BASIN.—The term 

‘‘Missouri River Basin’’ means the hydro-
logic basin of the Missouri River, including 
tributaries. 

(17) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—The 
term ‘‘operations and maintenance’’ means 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs operations and 
maintenance activities related to costs de-
scribed in section 171.500 of title 25, Code of 
Federal Regulations (or a successor regula-
tion). 

(18) OPERATIONS, MAINTENANCE, AND RE-
PLACEMENT.—The term ‘‘operations, mainte-
nance, and replacement’’ means— 

(A) any recurring or ongoing activity asso-
ciated with the day-to-day operation of a 
project; 

(B) any activity relating to scheduled or 
unscheduled maintenance of a project; and 

(C) any activity relating to repairing, re-
placing, or rehabilitating a feature of a 
project. 

(19) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM.—The term ‘‘Pick-Sloan Missouri 
River Basin Program’’ means the Pick-Sloan 
Missouri River Basin Program (authorized 
by section 9 of the Act of December 22, 1944 

(commonly known as the ‘‘Flood Control Act 
of 1944’’) (58 Stat. 891, chapter 665)). 

(20) PMM.—The term ‘‘PMM’’ means the 
Principal Meridian, Montana. 

(21) RESERVATION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 

means the area of the Fort Belknap Reserva-
tion in the State, as modified by this divi-
sion. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Reservation’’ 
includes— 

(i) all land and interests in land estab-
lished by— 

(I) the Agreement with the Gros Ventre 
and Assiniboine Tribes of the Fort Belknap 
Reservation, ratified by the Act of May 1, 
1888 (25 Stat. 113, chapter 212), as modified by 
the Agreement with the Indians of the Fort 
Belknap Reservation of October 9, 1895 (rati-
fied by the Act of June 10, 1896) (29 Stat. 350, 
chapter 398); 

(II) the Act of March 3, 1921 (41 Stat. 1355, 
chapter 135); and 

(III) Public Law 94–114 (25 U.S.C. 5501 et 
seq.); 

(ii) the land known as the ‘‘Hancock lands’’ 
purchased by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity pursuant to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council Resolution No. 234–89 
(October 2, 1989); and 

(iii) all land transferred to the United 
States to be held in trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 11006. 

(22) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

(23) ST. MARY UNIT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 

Unit’’ means the St. Mary Storage Unit of 
the Milk River Project authorized by Con-
gress on March 25, 1905. 

(B) INCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘St. Mary 
Unit’’ includes— 

(i) Sherburne Dam and Reservoir; 
(ii) Swift Current Creek Dike; 
(iii) Lower St. Mary Lake; 
(iv) St. Mary Canal Diversion Dam; and 
(v) St. Mary Canal and appurtenances. 
(24) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means the 

State of Montana. 
(25) TRIBAL WATER CODE.—The term ‘‘Tribal 

water code’’ means the Tribal water code en-
acted by the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity pursuant to section 11005(g). 

(26) TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS.—The term 
‘‘Tribal water rights’’ means the water 
rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, as described in Article III of the Com-
pact and this division, including the alloca-
tion of water to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from Lake Elwell under section 
11007. 

(27) TRUST FUND.—The term ‘‘Trust Fund’’ 
means the Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust 
Fund established for the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under section 11012(a). 
SEC. 11004. RATIFICATION OF COMPACT. 

(a) RATIFICATION OF COMPACT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As modified by this divi-

sion, the Compact is authorized, ratified, and 
confirmed. 

(2) AMENDMENTS.—Any amendment to the 
Compact is authorized, ratified, and con-
firmed to the extent that the amendment is 
executed to make the Compact consistent 
with this division. 

(b) EXECUTION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the 

Compact does not conflict with this division, 
the Secretary shall execute the Compact, in-
cluding all appendices to, or parts of, the 
Compact requiring the signature of the Sec-
retary. 

(2) MODIFICATIONS.—Nothing in this divi-
sion precludes the Secretary from approving 
any modification to an appendix to the Com-
pact that is consistent with this division, to 

the extent that the modification does not 
otherwise require congressional approval 
under section 2116 of the Revised Statutes (25 
U.S.C. 177) or any other applicable provision 
of Federal law. 

(c) ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the Com-

pact and this division, the Secretary shall 
comply with all applicable provisions of— 

(A) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(B) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(C) other applicable Federal environmental 
laws and regulations. 

(2) COMPLIANCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In implementing the 

Compact and this division, the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community shall prepare any nec-
essary environmental documents, except for 
any environmental documents required 
under section 11008, consistent with all appli-
cable provisions of— 

(i) the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.); 

(ii) the National Environmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4231 et seq.), including the 
implementing regulations of that Act; and 

(iii) all other applicable Federal environ-
mental laws and regulations. 

(B) AUTHORIZATIONS.—The Secretary 
shall— 

(i) independently evaluate the documenta-
tion submitted under subparagraph (A); and 

(ii) be responsible for the accuracy, scope, 
and contents of that documentation. 

(3) EFFECT OF EXECUTION.—The execution of 
the Compact by the Secretary under this sec-
tion shall not constitute a major Federal ac-
tion for purposes of the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.). 

(4) COSTS.—Any costs associated with the 
performance of the compliance activities de-
scribed in paragraph (2) shall be paid from 
funds deposited in the Trust Fund, subject to 
the condition that any costs associated with 
the performance of Federal approval or other 
review of such compliance work or costs as-
sociated with inherently Federal functions 
shall remain the responsibility of the Sec-
retary. 
SEC. 11005. TRIBAL WATER RIGHTS. 

(a) CONFIRMATION OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Tribal water rights 
are ratified, confirmed, and declared to be 
valid. 

(2) USE.—Any use of the Tribal water 
rights shall be subject to the terms and con-
ditions of the Compact and this division. 

(3) CONFLICT.—In the event of a conflict be-
tween the Compact and this division, this di-
vision shall control. 

(b) INTENT OF CONGRESS.—It is the intent of 
Congress to provide to each allottee benefits 
that are equivalent to, or exceed, the bene-
fits the allottees possess on the day before 
the date of enactment of this division, tak-
ing into consideration— 

(1) the potential risks, cost, and time delay 
associated with litigation that would be re-
solved by the Compact and this division; 

(2) the availability of funding under this 
division and from other sources; 

(3) the availability of water from the Trib-
al water rights; and 

(4) the applicability of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), and this division to protect the 
interests of allottees. 

(c) TRUST STATUS OF TRIBAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—The Tribal water rights— 

(1) shall be held in trust by the United 
States for the use and benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and allottees in 
accordance with this division; and 
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(2) shall not be subject to loss through non- 

use, forfeiture, or abandonment. 
(d) ALLOTTEES.— 
(1) APPLICABILITY OF THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 

8, 1887.—The provisions of section 7 of the Act 
of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 
25 U.S.C. 381), relating to the use of water for 
irrigation purposes, shall apply to the Tribal 
water rights. 

(2) ENTITLEMENT TO WATER.—Any entitle-
ment to water of an allottee under Federal 
law shall be satisfied from the Tribal water 
rights. 

(3) ALLOCATIONS.—An allottee shall be enti-
tled to a just and equitable allocation of 
water for irrigation purposes. 

(4) CLAIMS.— 
(A) EXHAUSTION OF REMEDIES.—Before as-

serting any claim against the United States 
under section 7 of the Act of February 8, 1887 
(24 Stat. 390, chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or 
any other applicable law, an allottee shall 
exhaust remedies available under the Tribal 
water code or other applicable Tribal law. 

(B) ACTION FOR RELIEF.—After the exhaus-
tion of all remedies available under the Trib-
al water code or other applicable Tribal law, 
an allottee may seek relief under section 7 of 
the Act of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 390, 
chapter 119; 25 U.S.C. 381), or other applica-
ble law. 

(5) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—The 
Secretary shall have the authority to pro-
tect the rights of allottees in accordance 
with this section. 

(e) AUTHORITY OF THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall have the authority to allo-
cate, distribute, and lease the Tribal water 
rights for use on the Reservation in accord-
ance with the Compact, this division, and ap-
plicable Federal law. 

(2) OFF-RESERVATION USE.—The Fort 
Belknap Indian Community may allocate, 
distribute, and lease the Tribal water rights 
for off-Reservation use in accordance with 
the Compact, this division, and applicable 
Federal law— 

(A) subject to the approval of the Sec-
retary; or 

(B) pursuant to Tribal water leasing regu-
lations consistent with the requirements of 
subsection (f). 

(3) LAND LEASES BY ALLOTTEES.—Notwith-
standing paragraph (1), an allottee may lease 
any interest in land held by the allottee, to-
gether with any water right determined to 
be appurtenant to the interest in land, in ac-
cordance with the Tribal water code. 

(f) TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of the 

Fort Belknap Indian Community, any water 
lease of the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
of the Tribal water rights for use on or off 
the Reservation shall not require the ap-
proval of the Secretary if the lease— 

(A) is executed under tribal regulations, 
approved by the Secretary under this sub-
section; 

(B) is in accordance with the Compact; and 
(C) does not exceed a term of 100 years, ex-

cept that a lease may include an option to 
renew for 1 additional term of not to exceed 
100 years. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY OVER 
TRIBAL WATER LEASING REGULATIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall have 
the authority to approve or disapprove any 
Tribal water leasing regulations issued in ac-
cordance with paragraph (1). 

(B) CONSIDERATIONS FOR APPROVAL.—The 
Secretary shall approve any Tribal water 
leasing regulations issued in accordance with 
paragraph (1) if the Tribal water leasing reg-
ulations— 

(i) provide for an environmental review 
process that includes— 

(I) the identification and evaluation of any 
significant effects of the proposed action on 
the environment; and 

(II) a process for ensuring that— 
(aa) the public is informed of, and has a 

reasonable opportunity to comment on, any 
significant environmental impacts of the 
proposed action identified by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(bb) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
provides responses to relevant and sub-
stantive public comments on those impacts 
prior to its approval of a water lease; and 

(ii) are consistent with this division and 
the Compact. 

(3) REVIEW PROCESS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date on which Tribal water leasing 
regulations under paragraph (1) are sub-
mitted to the Secretary, the Secretary shall 
review and approve or disapprove the regula-
tions. 

(B) WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION.—If the Sec-
retary disapproves the Tribal water leasing 
regulations described in subparagraph (A), 
the Secretary shall include written docu-
mentation with the disapproval notification 
that describes the basis for this disapproval. 

(C) EXTENSION.—The deadline described in 
subparagraph (A) may be extended by the 
Secretary, after consultation with the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community. 

(4) FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—Not-
withstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), if the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community carries out 
a project or activity funded by a Federal 
agency, the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity— 

(A) shall have the authority to rely on the 
environmental review process of the applica-
ble Federal agency; and 

(B) shall not be required to carry out a 
tribal environmental review process under 
this subsection. 

(5) DOCUMENTATION.—If the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community issues a lease pursuant to 
Tribal water leasing regulations under para-
graph (1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall provide the Secretary and the 
State a copy of the lease, including any 
amendments or renewals to the lease. 

(6) LIMITATION OF LIABILITY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall 

not be liable in any claim relating to the ne-
gotiation, execution, or approval of any lease 
or exchange agreement or storage agree-
ment, including any claims relating to the 
terms included in such an agreement, made 
pursuant to Tribal water leasing regulations 
under paragraph (1). 

(B) OBLIGATIONS.—The United States shall 
have no trust obligation or other obligation 
to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease or exchange agreement or storage 
agreement; or 

(ii) the expenditure of those funds. 

(g) TRIBAL WATER CODE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding Article 

IV.A.2. of the Compact, not later than 4 
years after the date on which the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community approves the 
Compact in accordance with section 
11011(f)(1), the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall enact a Tribal water code that 
provides for— 

(A) the administration, management, regu-
lation, and governance of all uses of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division; and 

(B) the establishment by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community of the conditions, permit 
requirements, and other requirements for 
the allocation, distribution, or use of the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—Subject to the approval of 
the Secretary, the Tribal water code shall 
provide— 

(A) that use of water by allottees shall be 
satisfied with water from the Tribal water 
rights; 

(B) a process by which an allottee may re-
quest that the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity provide water for irrigation use in ac-
cordance with this division, including the 
provision of water under any allottee lease 
under section 4 of the Act of June 25, 1910 (36 
Stat. 856, chapter 431; 25 U.S.C. 403); 

(C) a due process system for the consider-
ation and determination by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community of any request of 
an allottee (or a successor in interest to an 
allottee) for an allocation of water for irriga-
tion purposes on allotted land, including a 
process for— 

(i) appeal and adjudication of any denied or 
disputed distribution of water; and 

(ii) resolution of any contested administra-
tive decision; 

(D) a requirement that any allottee assert-
ing a claim relating to the enforcement of 
rights of the allottee under the Tribal water 
code, including to the quantity of water allo-
cated to land of the allottee, shall exhaust 
all remedies available to the allottee under 
Tribal law before initiating an action 
against the United States or petitioning the 
Secretary pursuant to subsection (d)(4)(B); 

(E) a process by which an owner of fee land 
within the boundaries of the Reservation 
may apply for use of a portion of the Tribal 
water rights; and 

(F) a process for the establishment of a 
controlled Groundwater area and for the 
management of that area in cooperation 
with establishment of a contiguous con-
trolled Groundwater area off the Reservation 
established pursuant to Section B.2. of Arti-
cle IV of the Compact and State law. 

(3) ACTION BY SECRETARY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-

ning on the date of enactment of this Act 
and ending on the date on which a Tribal 
water code described in paragraphs (1) and (2) 
is enacted, the Secretary shall administer, 
with respect to the rights of allottees, the 
Tribal water rights in accordance with the 
Compact and this division. 

(B) APPROVAL.—The Tribal water code de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not be 
valid unless— 

(i) the provisions of the Tribal water code 
required by paragraph (2) are approved by 
the Secretary; and 

(ii) each amendment to the Tribal water 
code that affects a right of an allottee is ap-
proved by the Secretary. 

(C) APPROVAL PERIOD.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ap-

prove or disapprove the Tribal water code or 
an amendment to the Tribal water code by 
not later than 180 days after the date on 
which the Tribal water code or amendment 
to the Tribal water code is submitted to the 
Secretary. 

(ii) EXTENSIONS.—The deadline described in 
clause (i) may be extended by the Secretary, 
after consultation with the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community. 

(h) ADMINISTRATION.— 
(1) NO ALIENATION.—The Fort Belknap In-

dian Community shall not permanently al-
ienate any portion of the Tribal water 
rights. 

(2) PURCHASES OR GRANTS OF LAND FROM IN-
DIANS.—An authorization provided by this di-
vision for the allocation, distribution, leas-
ing, or other arrangement entered into pur-
suant to this division shall be considered to 
satisfy any requirement for authorization of 
the action required by Federal law. 

(3) PROHIBITION ON FORFEITURE.—The non- 
use of all or any portion of the Tribal water 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:20 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00079 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY6.094 S27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3792 July 27, 2023 
rights by any water user shall not result in 
the forfeiture, abandonment, relinquish-
ment, or other loss of all or any portion of 
the Tribal water rights. 

(i) EFFECT.—Except as otherwise expressly 
provided in this section, nothing in this divi-
sion— 

(1) authorizes any action by an allottee 
against any individual or entity, or against 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, under 
Federal, State, Tribal, or local law; or 

(2) alters or affects the status of any action 
brought pursuant to section 1491(a) of title 
28, United States Code. 

(j) PICK-SLOAN MISSOURI RIVER BASIN PRO-
GRAM POWER RATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Secretary, in co-
operation with the Secretary of Energy, 
shall make available the Pick-Sloan Mis-
souri River Basin Program irrigation project 
pumping power rates to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project, and any projects funded 
under this division. 

(2) AUTHORIZED PURPOSES.—The power 
rates made available under paragraph (1) 
shall be authorized for the purposes of wheel-
ing, administration, and payment of irriga-
tion project pumping power rates, including 
project use power for gravity power. 
SEC. 11006. EXCHANGE AND TRANSFER OF LAND. 

(a) EXCHANGE OF ELIGIBLE LAND AND STATE 
LAND.— 

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
(A) ELIGIBLE LAND.—The term ‘‘eligible 

land’’ means— 
(i) public lands (as defined in section 103 of 

the Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1702)) that are adminis-
tered by the Secretary, acting through the 
Director of the Bureau of Land Management; 
and 

(ii) land in the National Forest System (as 
defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a)) that is administered by the 
Secretary of Agriculture, acting through the 
Chief of the Forest Service. 

(B) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term 
‘‘Secretary concerned’’ means, as applica-
ble— 

(i) the Secretary, with respect to the eligi-
ble land administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management; and 

(ii) the Secretary of Agriculture, with re-
spect to eligible land managed by the Forest 
Service. 

(2) NEGOTIATIONS AUTHORIZED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned 

shall offer to enter into negotiations with 
the State for the purpose of exchanging eligi-
ble land described in paragraph (4) for the 
State land described in paragraph (3). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—Any exchange of land 
made pursuant to this subsection shall be 
subject to the terms and conditions of this 
subsection. 

(C) PRIORITY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out this para-

graph, the Secretary and the Secretary of 
Agriculture shall, during the 5-year period 
beginning on the date of enactment of this 
Act, give priority to an exchange of eligible 
land located within the State for State land. 

(ii) SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE.—The re-
sponsibility of the Secretary of Agriculture 
under clause (i), during the 5-year period de-
scribed in that clause, shall be limited to ne-
gotiating with the State an acceptable pack-
age of land in the National Forest System 
(as defined in section 11(a) of the Forest and 
Rangeland Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 
U.S.C. 1609(a))). 

(3) STATE LAND.—The Secretary is author-
ized to accept the following parcels of State 
land located on and off the Reservation: 

(A) 717.56 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(B) 707.04 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(C) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 36. 
(D) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(E) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(F) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(G) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(H) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(I) 640 acres in T. 27 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(J) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(K) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(L) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(M) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(N) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(O) 640 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(P) 94.96 acres in T. 28 N., R. 26 E., sec. 36, 

under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Council on the date of enactment of 
this Act, comprised of— 

(i) 30.68 acres in lot 5; 
(ii) 26.06 acres in lot 6; 
(iii) 21.42 acres in lot 7; and 
(iv) 16.8 acres in lot 8. 
(Q) 652.32 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 73.36 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(R) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(S) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(T) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(U) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(V) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(W) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 25 E., sec. 36. 
(X) 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16. 
(Y) 663.22 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16, 

excluding the 58.72 acres under lease by indi-
viduals who are not members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community on the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(Z) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(AA) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(BB) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(CC) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 16. 
(DD) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 24 E., sec. 36. 
(EE) 640 acres in T. 30 N., R. 25 E., sec. 16. 
(FF) 275.88 acres in T. 30 N., R. 26 E., sec. 

36, under lease by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Council on the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(GG) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 22 E., sec. 36. 
(HH) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 16. 
(II) 640 acres in T. 31 N., R. 23 E., sec. 36. 
(JJ) 34.04 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., sec. 16, 

lot 4. 
(KK) 640 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 16. 
(4) ELIGIBLE LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, the reservation of easements or 
rights-of-way deemed necessary to be re-
tained by the Secretary concerned, and the 
requirements of this subsection, the Sec-
retary is authorized and directed to convey 
to the State any eligible land within the 
State identified in the negotiations author-
ized by paragraph (2) and agreed to by the 
Secretary concerned. 

(B) EXCEPTIONS.—The Secretary concerned 
shall exclude from any conveyance any par-
cel of eligible land that is— 

(i) included within the National Landscape 
Conservation System established by section 
2002(a) of the Omnibus Public Land Manage-
ment Act of 2009 (16 U.S.C. 7202(a)), without 
regard to whether that land has been identi-
fied as available for disposal in a land use 
plan; 

(ii) designated as wilderness by Congress; 
(iii) within a component of the National 

Wild and Scenic Rivers System; or 
(iv) designated in the Forest Land and Re-

source Management Plan as a Research Nat-
ural Area. 

(C) ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY.—The 
Secretary shall be responsible for meeting 
all substantive and any procedural require-
ments necessary to complete the exchange 
and the conveyance of the eligible land. 

(5) LAND INTO TRUST.—On completion of the 
land exchange authorized by this subsection, 
the Secretary shall, as soon as practicable 
after the enforceability date, take the land 
received by the United States pursuant to 
this subsection into trust for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(6) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EQUAL VALUE.—The values of the eligi-

ble land and State land exchanged under this 
subsection shall be equal, except that the 
Secretary concerned may— 

(i) exchange land that is of approximately 
equal value if such an exchange complies 
with the requirements of section 206(h) of the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716(h)) (and any regulations 
implementing that section) without regard 
to the monetary limitation described in 
paragraph (1)(A) of that section; and 

(ii) make or accept an equalization pay-
ment, or waive an equalization payment, if 
such a payment or waiver of a payment com-
plies with the requirements of section 206(b) 
of that Act (43 U.S.C. 1716(b)) (and any regu-
lations implementing that section). 

(B) IMPACTS ON LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.—In 
identifying eligible land to be exchanged 
with the State, the Secretary concerned and 
the State may— 

(i) consider the financial impacts of ex-
changing specific eligible land on local gov-
ernments; and 

(ii) attempt to minimize the financial im-
pact of the exchange on local governments. 

(C) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) ELIGIBLE LAND CONVEYED TO THE 

STATE.— 
(I) IN GENERAL.—Any eligible land con-

veyed to the State under this subsection 
shall be subject to any valid existing rights, 
contracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY STATE.—The State shall 
assume all benefits and obligations of the 
Forest Service or the Bureau of Land Man-
agement, as applicable, under the existing 
rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way described in subclause (I). 

(ii) STATE LAND CONVEYED TO THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—Any State land conveyed 
to the United States under this subsection 
and taken into trust for the benefit of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community subject 
shall be to any valid existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way, 
unless the holder of the right, contract, 
lease, permit, or right-of-way requests an 
earlier termination in accordance with exist-
ing law. 

(II) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(aa) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the State under the existing rights, con-
tracts, leases, permits, and rights-of-way de-
scribed in subclause (I); and 

(bb) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
leases, permits, and rights-of-way, after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity. 

(D) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred to the United States under this 
subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
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(II) be removed not later than 90 days after 

the date on which the right, contract, lease, 
permit, or right-of-way expires, unless the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community and the 
holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable for costs incurred by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community in re-
moving and disposing of the personal prop-
erty under clause (ii)(II). 

(7) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
land owned by the State under paragraph (3), 
the State may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the State parcels 
to be exchanged. 

(8) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide $10,000,000 of financial or other assist-
ance to the State and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community as may be necessary to ob-
tain the appraisals, and to satisfy adminis-
trative requirements, necessary to accom-
plish the exchanges under paragraph (2). 

(b) FEDERAL LAND TRANSFERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights and the requirements of this sub-
section, all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in and to the land described in 
paragraph (2) shall be held by the United 
States in trust for the benefit of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as part of the 
Reservation on the enforceability date. 

(2) FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PAR-

CELS.— 
(i) 59.46 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
(I) 19.55 acres in lot 10; 
(II) 19.82 acres in lot 11; and 
(III) 20.09 acres in lot 16. 
(ii) 324.24 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 25 N., R. 22 

E., sec. 5. 
(iii) 403.56 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9, 

comprised of— 
(I) 20.39 acres in lot 2; 
(II) 20.72 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 21.06 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 40.00 acres in lot 9; 
(V) 40.00 acres in lot 10; 
(VI) 40.00 acres in lot 11; 
(VII) 40.00 acres in lot 12; 
(VIII) 21.39 acres in lot 13; and 
(IX) 160 acres in SW1⁄4. 
(iv) 70.63 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 13, 

comprised of— 
(I) 18.06 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 18.25 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 18.44 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 15.88 acres in lot 8. 
(v) 71.12 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 14, 

comprised of— 
(I) 17.65 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 17.73 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 17.83 acres in lot 7; and 
(IV) 17.91 acres in lot 8. 
(vi) 103.29 acres in T. 25 N., R. 22 E., sec. 15, 

comprised of— 
(I) 21.56 acres in lot 6; 
(II) 29.50 acres in lot 7; 
(III) 17.28 acres in lot 8; 
(IV) 17.41 acres in lot 9; and 
(V) 17.54 acres in lot 10. 
(vii) 160 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 1, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4 ; and 

(II) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4. 
(viii) 567.50 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

2, comprised of— 
(I) 82.54 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 164.96 acres in the NE1⁄4; and 
(III) 320 acres in the S1⁄2. 
(ix) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(x) 120 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 4, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xi) 200 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 5, 

comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xii) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 6. 
(xiii) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 8, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xiv) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 21 

E., sec. 9. 
(xv) 640 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 10. 
(xvi) 600 acres in T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xvii) 525.81 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

21, comprised of— 
(I) 6.62 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 5.70 acres in lot 2; 
(III) 56.61 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 56.88 acres in lot 6; 
(V) 320 acres in the W1⁄2; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xviii) 719.58 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

28. 
(xix) 560 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the N1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xx) 400 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 32, 

comprised of— 
(I) 320 acres in the S1⁄2; and 
(II) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxi) 455.51 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 58.25 acres in lot 3; 
(II) 58.5 acres in lot 4; 
(III) 58.76 acres in lot 5; 
(IV) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(V) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4; and 
(VI) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxii) 88.71 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

1, comprised of— 
(I) 24.36 acres in lot 1; 
(II) 24.35 acres in lot 2; and 
(III) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxiii) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 3, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in lot 11; and 
(II) 40 acres in lot 12. 
(xxiv) 80 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 11, 

comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxv) 200 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SW1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxvi) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 23. 
(xxvii) 320 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 24, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 

(xxviii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 
25, comprised of— 

(I) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 26. 
(xxx) 160 acres in the NW1⁄4 of T. 27 N., R. 

21 E., sec. 27. 
(xxxi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 29. 
(xxxii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec 30. 
(xxxiii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

33, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; and 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxiv) 440 acres in T. 27 N., R. 21 E., sec. 

34, comprised of— 
(I) 160 acres in the N1⁄2 of the S1⁄2; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4; 
(III) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4. 
(xxxv) 133.44 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

4, comprised of— 
(I) 28.09 acres in lot 5; 
(II) 25.35 acres in lot 6; 
(III) 40 acres in lot 10; and 
(IV) 40 acres in lot 15. 
(xxxvi) 160 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

7, comprised of— 
(I) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4; and 
(III) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4. 
(xxxvii) 120 acres in T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 

8, comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(II) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4. 
(xxxviii) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 

of T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 9. 
(xxxix) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 17. 
(xl) 40 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 19. 
(xli) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R22 E., sec. 20. 
(xlii) 80 acres in the W1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of T. 

27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 31. 
(xliii) 52.36 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of 

T. 27 N., R. 22 E., sec. 33. 
(xliv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of T. 

28 N., R. 22 E., sec. 29. 
(xlv) 40 acres in the NE1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 7. 
(xlvi) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4 of 

T. 26 N., R. 21 E., sec. 12. 
(xlvii) 42.38 acres in the NW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4 

of T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 6. 
(xlviii) 320 acres in the E1⁄2 of T. 26 N., R. 

22 E., sec. 17. 
(xlix) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4 of T. 

26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 20. 
(l) 240 acres in T. 26 N., R. 22 E., sec. 30, 

comprised of— 
(I) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the NE1⁄4; 
(II) 80 acres in the N1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4; 
(III) 40 acres in the SE1⁄4 of the NW1⁄4; and 
(IV) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the NE1⁄4. 
(B) BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS.—The par-

cels of approximately 3,519.3 acres of trust 
land that have been converted to fee land, ju-
dicially foreclosed on, acquired by the De-
partment of Agriculture, and transferred to 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, described in 
clauses (i) through (iii). 

(i) PARCEL 1.—The land described in this 
clause is 640 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., com-
prised of— 

(I) 160 acres in the SW1⁄4 of sec. 27; 
(II) 160 acres in the NE1⁄4 of sec. 33; and 
(III) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 34. 
(ii) PARCEL 2.—The land described in this 

clause is 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of T. 30 N., R. 
23 E., sec. 28. 

(iii) PARCEL 3.—The land described in this 
clause is 2,559.3 acres, comprised of— 

(I) T. 28 N., R. 24 E., including— 
(aa) of sec. 16— 
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(AA) 5 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(BB) 10 acres in the E1⁄2 , E1⁄2, W1⁄2, W1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; 
(CC) 40 acres in the E1⁄2, W1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(DD) 40 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(EE) 20 acres in the W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, NE1⁄4; 
(FF) 5 acres in the W1⁄2, W1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, E1⁄2, 

NE1⁄4; and 
(GG) 160 acres in the SE1⁄4; 
(bb) 640 acres in sec. 21; 
(cc) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 22; and 
(dd) 320 acres in the W1⁄2 of sec. 27; 
(II) T. 29 N., R. 25 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 320 acres in the S1⁄2 of sec. 1; and 
(bb) 320 acres in the N1⁄2 of sec. 12; 
(III) 39.9 acres in T. 29 N., R. 26 E., PMM, 

sec. 6, lot 2; 
(IV) T. 30 N., R. 26 E., PMM, including— 
(aa) 39.4 acres in sec. 3, lot 2; 
(bb) 40 acres in the SW1⁄4 of the SW1⁄4 of sec. 

4; 
(cc) 80 acres in the E1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

5; 
(dd) 80 acres in the S1⁄2 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 

7; and 
(ee) 40 acres in the N1⁄2, N1⁄2, NE1⁄4 of sec. 18; 

and 
(V) 40 acres in T. 31 N., R. 26 E., PMM, the 

NW1⁄4 of the SE1⁄4 of sec. 31. 
(3) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
(A) EXISTING AUTHORIZATIONS.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Federal land transferred 

under this subsection shall be conveyed and 
taken into trust subject to valid existing 
rights, contracts, leases, permits, and rights- 
of-way, unless the holder of the right, con-
tract, lease, permit, and rights-of-way re-
quests an earlier termination in accordance 
with existing law. 

(ii) ASSUMPTION BY BUREAU OF INDIAN AF-
FAIRS.—The Bureau of Indian Affairs shall— 

(I) assume all benefits and obligations of 
the previous land management agency under 
the existing rights, contracts, leases, per-
mits, and rights-of-way described in clause 
(i); and 

(II) disburse to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community any amounts that accrue to the 
United States from those rights, contracts, 
leases, permits, and rights-of-ways after the 
date of transfer from any sale, bonus, roy-
alty, or rental relating to that land in the 
same manner as amounts received from 
other land held by the Secretary in trust for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(B) PERSONAL PROPERTY.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—Any improvements consti-

tuting personal property, as defined by State 
law, belonging to the holder of a right, con-
tract, lease, permit, or right-of-way on land 
transferred under this subsection shall— 

(I) remain the property of the holder; and 
(II) be removed from the land not later 

than 90 days after the date on which the 
right, contract, lease, permit, or right-of- 
way expires, unless the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the holder agree otherwise. 

(ii) REMAINING PROPERTY.—Any personal 
property described in clause (i) remaining 
with the holder described in that clause be-
yond the 90-day period described in subclause 
(II) of that clause shall— 

(I) become the property of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community; and 

(II) be subject to removal and disposition 
at the discretion of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community. 

(iii) LIABILITY OF PREVIOUS HOLDER.—The 
holder of personal property described in 
clause (i) shall be liable to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community for costs incurred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in remov-
ing and disposing of the property under 
clause (ii)(II). 

(C) EXISTING ROADS.—If any road within 
the Federal land transferred under this sub-
section is necessary for customary access to 

private land, the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
shall offer the owner of the private land to 
apply for a right-of-way along the existing 
road, at the expense of the landowner. 

(D) LIMITATION ON THE TRANSFER OF WATER 
RIGHTS.—Water rights that transfer with the 
land described in paragraph (2) shall not be-
come part of the Tribal water rights, unless 
those rights are recognized and ratified in 
the Compact. 

(4) WITHDRAWAL OF FEDERAL LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 

rights, effective on the date of enactment of 
this Act, all Federal land within the parcels 
described in paragraph (2) is withdrawn from 
all forms of— 

(i) entry, appropriation, or disposal under 
the public land laws; 

(ii) location, entry, and patent under the 
mining laws; and 

(iii) disposition under all laws pertaining 
to mineral and geothermal leasing or min-
eral materials. 

(B) EXPIRATION.—The withdrawals pursu-
ant to subparagraph (A) shall terminate on 
the date that the Secretary takes the land 
into trust for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 

(C) NO NEW RESERVATION OF FEDERAL WATER 
RIGHTS.—Nothing in this paragraph estab-
lishes a new reservation in favor of the 
United States or the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community with respect to any water or 
water right on the land withdrawn by this 
paragraph. 

(5) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in paragraph (2), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the parcels. 

(6) SURVEY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Unless the United States 

or the Fort Belknap Indian Community re-
quest an additional survey for the trans-
ferred land or a technical correction is made 
under paragraph (5), the description of land 
under this subsection shall be controlling. 

(B) ADDITIONAL SURVEY.—If the United 
States or the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity requests an additional survey, that sur-
vey shall control the total acreage to be 
transferred into trust under this subsection. 

(C) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall pro-
vide such financial or other assistance as 
may be necessary— 

(i) to conduct additional surveys under this 
subsection; and 

(ii) to satisfy administrative requirements 
necessary to accomplish the land transfers 
under this subsection. 

(7) DATE OF TRANSFER.—The Secretary 
shall complete all land transfers under this 
subsection and shall take the land into trust 
for the benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community as expeditiously as practicable 
after the enforceability date, but not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date. 

(c) TRIBALLY OWNED FEE LAND.—Not later 
than 10 years after the enforceability date, 
the Secretary shall take into trust for the 
benefit of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity all fee land owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community on or adjacent to the 
Reservation to become part of the Reserva-
tion, provided that— 

(1) the land is free from any liens, encum-
brances, or other infirmities; and 

(2) no evidence exists of any hazardous sub-
stances on, or other environmental liability 
with respect to, the land. 

(d) DODSON LAND.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), 

as soon as practicable after the enforce-
ability date, but not later than 10 years after 
the enforceability date, the Dodson Land de-

scribed in paragraph (3) shall be taken into 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community as part 
of the Reservation. 

(2) RESTRICTIONS.—The land taken into 
trust under paragraph (1) shall be subject to 
a perpetual easement, reserved by the United 
States for use by the Bureau of Reclamation, 
its contractors, and its assigns for— 

(A) the right of ingress and egress for Milk 
River Project purposes; 

(B) the right to— 
(i) seep, flood, and overflow the transferred 

land for Milk River Project purposes; 
(ii) conduct routine and non-routine oper-

ation, maintenance, and replacement activi-
ties on the Milk River Project facilities, in-
cluding modification to the headworks at the 
upstream end of the Dodson South Canal in 
support of Dodson South Canal enlargement, 
to include all associated access, construc-
tion, and material storage necessary to com-
plete those activities; and 

(iii) prohibit the construction of perma-
nent structures on the transferred land, ex-
cept— 

(I) as provided in the cooperative agree-
ment under paragraph (4); and 

(II) to meet the requirements of the Milk 
River Project. 

(3) DESCRIPTION OF DODSON LAND.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Dodson Land referred 

to in paragraphs (1) and (2) is the approxi-
mately 2,500 acres of land owned by the 
United States that is, as of the date of enact-
ment of this Act, under the jurisdiction of 
the Bureau of Reclamation and located at 
the northeastern corner of the Reservation 
(which extends to the point in the middle of 
the main channel of the Milk River), where 
the Milk River Project facilities, including 
the Dodson Diversion Dam, headworks to the 
Dodson South Canal, and Dodson South 
Canal, are located, and more particularly de-
scribed as follows: 

(i) Supplemental Plat of T. 30 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 1 and 2. 

(ii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 25 E., 
PMM, sec. 13. 

(iii) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 18, 19, 20, and 29. 

(iv) Supplemental Plat of T. 31 N., R. 26 E., 
PMM, secs. 26, 27, 35, and 36. 

(B) CLARIFICATION.—The supplemental 
plats described in clauses (i) through (iv) of 
subparagraph (A) are official plats, as docu-
mented by retracement boundary surveys of 
the General Land Office, approved on March 
11, 1938, and on record at the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(C) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Notwith-
standing the descriptions of the parcels of 
Federal land in subparagraph (A), the United 
States may, with the consent of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, make technical 
corrections to the legal land descriptions to 
more specifically identify the parcels to be 
transferred. 

(4) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—Not later 
than 3 years after the enforceability date, 
the Bureau of Reclamation, the Malta Irriga-
tion District, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
and the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall negotiate and enter into a cooperative 
agreement that identifies the uses to which 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community may 
put the land described in paragraph (3), pro-
vided that the cooperative agreement may 
be amended by mutual agreement of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, Bureau of Rec-
lamation, the Malta Irrigation District, and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, including to 
modify the perpetual easement to narrow the 
boundaries of the easement or to terminate 
the perpetual easement and cooperative 
agreement. 

(e) LAND STATUS.—All land held in trust by 
the United States for the benefit of the Fort 
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Belknap Indian Community under this sec-
tion shall be— 

(1) beneficially owned by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community; and 

(2) part of the Reservation and adminis-
tered in accordance with the laws and regu-
lations generally applicable to land held in 
trust by the United States for the benefit of 
an Indian Tribe. 
SEC. 11007. STORAGE ALLOCATION FROM LAKE 

ELWELL. 
(a) STORAGE ALLOCATION OF WATER TO FORT 

BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary 
shall allocate to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community 20,000 acre-feet per year of water 
stored in Lake Elwell for use by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community for any bene-
ficial purpose on or off the Reservation, 
under a water right held by the United 
States and managed by the Bureau of Rec-
lamation for the benefit of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, as measured and di-
verted at the outlet works of the Tiber Dam 
or through direct pumping from Lake Elwell. 

(b) TREATMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The allocation to the Fort 

Belknap Indian Community under subsection 
(a) shall be considered to be part of the Trib-
al water rights. 

(2) PRIORITY DATE.—The priority date of 
the allocation to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community under subsection (a) shall be the 
priority date of the Lake Elwell water right 
held by the Bureau of Reclamation. 

(3) ADMINISTRATION.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall administer the water 
allocated under subsection (a) in accordance 
with the Compact and this division. 

(c) ALLOCATION AGREEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv-

ing the allocation under this section, the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community shall enter 
into an agreement with the Secretary to es-
tablish the terms and conditions of the allo-
cation, in accordance with the Compact and 
this division. 

(2) INCLUSIONS.—The agreement under 
paragraph (1) shall include provisions estab-
lishing that— 

(A) the agreement shall be without limit as 
to term; 

(B) the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 
and not the United States, shall be entitled 
to all consideration due to the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community under any lease, con-
tract, exchange, or agreement entered into 
by the Fort Belknap Indian Community pur-
suant to subsection (d); 

(C) the United States shall have no obliga-
tion to monitor, administer, or account for— 

(i) any funds received by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community as consideration under 
any lease, contract, exchange, or agreement 
entered into by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community pursuant to subsection (d); or 

(ii) the expenditure of those funds; 
(D) if the capacity or function of Lake 

Elwell facilities are significantly reduced, or 
are anticipated to be significantly reduced, 
for an extended period of time, the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall have the 
same storage rights as other storage con-
tractors with respect to the allocation under 
this section; 

(E) the costs associated with the construc-
tion of the storage facilities at Tiber Dam al-
locable to the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity shall be nonreimbursable; 

(F) no water service capital charge shall be 
due or payable for any water allocated to the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community under this 
section or the allocation agreement, regard-
less of whether that water is delivered for 
use by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
or under a lease, contract, exchange, or by 
agreement entered into by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community pursuant to subsection 
(d); 

(G) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall not be required to make payments to 
the United States for any water allocated to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
this section or the allocation agreement, ex-
cept for each acre-foot of stored water leased 
or transferred for industrial purposes as de-
scribed in subparagraph (H); and 

(H) for each acre-foot of stored water 
leased or transferred by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community for industrial purposes— 

(i) the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
shall pay annually to the United States an 
amount necessary to cover the proportional 
share of the annual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs allocable to the quan-
tity of water leased or transferred by the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community for indus-
trial purposes; and 

(ii) the annual payments of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community shall be re-
viewed and adjusted, as appropriate, to re-
flect the actual operations, maintenance, 
and replacement costs for Tiber Dam. 

(d) AGREEMENT BY FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
COMMUNITY.—The Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity may use, lease, contract, exchange, 
or enter into other agreements for the use of 
the water allocated to the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under subsection (a) if— 

(1) the use of water that is the subject of 
such an agreement occurs within the Mis-
souri River Basin; and 

(2) the agreement does not permanently al-
ienate any water allocated to the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community under that sub-
section. 

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The allocation under 
subsection (a) takes effect on the enforce-
ability date. 

(f) NO CARRYOVER STORAGE.—The alloca-
tion under subsection (a) shall not be in-
creased by any year-to-year carryover stor-
age. 

(g) DEVELOPMENT AND DELIVERY COSTS.— 
The United States shall not be required to 
pay the cost of developing or delivering any 
water allocated under this section. 
SEC. 11008. MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—In complete satisfaction 
of the Milk River Project mitigation require-
ments provided for in Article VI.B. of the 
Compact, the Secretary, acting through the 
Commissioner— 

(1) in cooperation with the State and the 
Blackfeet Tribe, shall carry out appropriate 
activities concerning the restoration of the 
St. Mary Canal and associated facilities, in-
cluding activities relating to the— 

(A) planning and design to restore the St. 
Mary Canal and appurtenances to convey 850 
cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and re-
pairing of the St. Mary Canal and appur-
tenances; and 

(2) in cooperation with the State and the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall carry 
out appropriate activities concerning the en-
largement of Dodson South Canal and associ-
ated facilities, including activities relating 
to the— 

(A) planning and design to enlarge Dodson 
South Canal and headworks at the upstream 
end of Dodson South Canal to divert and con-
vey 700 cubic-feet per second; and 

(B) rehabilitating, constructing, and en-
larging the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second. 

(b) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary, prior to any 
adjustments provided for in section 11014(b), 
shall not exceed $300,000,000 to carry out ac-
tivities described in subsection (c)(1). 

(c) SATISFACTION OF MITIGATION REQUIRE-
MENT.—Notwithstanding any provision of the 

Compact, the mitigation required by Article 
VI.B. of the Compact shall be deemed satis-
fied if— 

(1) the Secretary has— 
(A) restored the St. Mary Canal and associ-

ated facilities to convey 850 cubic-feet per 
second; and 

(B) enlarged the Dodson South Canal and 
headworks at the upstream end of Dodson 
South Canal to divert and convey 700 cubic- 
feet per second; or 

(2) the Secretary— 
(A) has expended all of the available fund-

ing provided pursuant to section 
11014(a)(1)(D) to rehabilitate the St. Mary 
Canal and enlarge the Dodson South Canal; 
and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 

(d) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—The 
costs to the Secretary of carrying out this 
section shall be nonreimbursable. 
SEC. 11009. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 

PROJECT SYSTEM. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall 
rehabilitate, modernize, and expand the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project, as gen-
erally described in the document of Natural 
Resources Consulting Engineers, Inc., enti-
tled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community Com-
prehensive Water Development Plan’’ and 
dated February 2019, which shall include— 

(1) planning, studies, and designing of the 
existing and expanded Milk River unit, in-
cluding the irrigation system, Pumping 
Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort Belknap 
Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples Creek Flood 
Protection Project; 

(2) the rehabilitation, modernization, and 
construction of the existing Milk River unit; 
and 

(3) construction of the expanded Milk 
River unit, including the irrigation system, 
Pumping Plant, delivery pipe and canal, Fort 
Belknap Dam and Reservoir, and Peoples 
Creek Flood Protection Project. 

(b) LEAD AGENCY.—The Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, in coordination with the Bureau of 
Reclamation, shall serve as the lead agency 
with respect to any activities carried out 
under this section. 

(c) CONSULTATION WITH THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY.—The Secretary shall 
consult with the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity on appropriate changes to the final 
design and costs of any activity under this 
section. 

(d) FUNDING.—The total amount of obliga-
tions incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section, prior to any adjustment 
provided for in section 11014(b), shall not ex-
ceed $415,832,153. 

(e) NONREIMBURSABILITY OF COSTS.—All 
costs incurred by the Secretary in carrying 
out this section shall be nonreimbursable. 

(f) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community shall 
negotiate the cost of any oversight activity 
carried out by the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
or the Bureau of Reclamation under any 
agreement entered into under subsection (j), 
subject to the condition that the total cost 
for the oversight shall not exceed 3 percent 
of the total project costs for each project. 

(g) PROJECT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall facilitate the 
formation of a project management com-
mittee composed of representatives of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation, and the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity— 

(1) to review and make recommendations 
relating to cost factors, budgets, and imple-
menting the activities for rehabilitating, 
modernizing, and expanding the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project; and 
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(2) to improve management of inherently 

governmental activities through enhanced 
communication. 

(h) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total 
cost of planning, studies, design, rehabilita-
tion, modernization, and construction activi-
ties relating to the projects described in sub-
section (a) results in cost savings and is less 
than the amounts authorized to be obligated, 
the Secretary, at the request of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, shall deposit 
those savings in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under section 
11012(b)(2). 

(i) TREATMENT.—Any activities carried out 
pursuant to this section that result in im-
provements, additions, or modifications to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 
shall— 

(1) become a part of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Irrigation Project; and 

(2) be recorded in the inventory of the Sec-
retary relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(j) APPLICABILITY OF ISDEAA.—At the re-
quest of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity, and in accordance with the Indian Self- 
Determination and Education Assistance Act 
(25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.), the Secretary shall 
enter into agreements with the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community to carry out all or a por-
tion of this section. 

(k) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section— 
(1) alters any applicable law under which 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs collects assess-
ments or carries out the operations and 
maintenance of the Fort Belknap Indian Irri-
gation Project; or 

(2) impacts the availability of amounts 
under section 11014. 

(l) SATISFACTION OF FORT BELKNAP INDIAN 
IRRIGATION PROJECT SYSTEM REQUIREMENT.— 
The obligations of the Secretary under sub-
section (a) shall be deemed satisfied if the 
Secretary— 

(1) has rehabilitated, modernized, and ex-
panded the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project in accordance with subsection (a); or 

(2)(A) has expended all of the available 
funding provided pursuant to paragraphs 
(1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) of section 11014(a); and 

(B) despite diligent efforts, could not com-
plete the activities described in subsection 
(a). 
SEC. 11010. SATISFACTION OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The benefits provided 
under this division shall be in complete re-
placement of, complete substitution for, and 
full satisfaction of any claim of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community against the 
United States that is waived and released by 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community under 
section 11011(a). 

(b) ALLOTTEES.—The benefits realized by 
the allottees under this division shall be in 
complete replacement of, complete substi-
tution for, and full satisfaction of— 

(1) all claims waived and released by the 
United States (acting as trustee for the 
allottees) under section 11011(a)(2); and 

(2) any claims of the allottees against the 
United States similar to the claims de-
scribed in section 11011(a)(2) that the allottee 
asserted or could have asserted. 
SEC. 11011. WAIVERS AND RELEASES OF CLAIMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— 
(1) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 

FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AND UNITED 
STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR THE FORT BELKNAP IN-
DIAN COMMUNITY.—Subject to the reservation 
of rights and retention of claims under sub-
section (d), as consideration for recognition 
of the Tribal water rights and other benefits 
described in the Compact and this division, 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, acting 

on behalf of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity and members of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community (but not any member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community as an allot-
tee), and the United States, acting as trustee 
for the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community (but not any member of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an allottee), 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the State that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community, or the 
United States acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a State stream adjudication, on or 
before the enforceability date, except to the 
extent that such rights are recognized in the 
Compact and this division. 

(2) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
UNITED STATES AS TRUSTEE FOR ALLOTTEES.— 
Subject to the reservation of rights and the 
retention of claims under subsection (d), as 
consideration for recognition of the Tribal 
water rights and other benefits described in 
the Compact and this division, the United 
States, acting as trustee for the allottees, 
shall execute a waiver and release of all 
claims for water rights within the Reserva-
tion that the United States, acting as trust-
ee for the allottees, asserted or could have 
asserted in any proceeding, including a State 
stream adjudication, on or before the en-
forceability date, except to the extent that 
such rights are recognized in the Compact 
and this division. 

(3) WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS BY THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY AGAINST 
THE UNITED STATES.—Subject to the reserva-
tion of rights and retention of claims under 
subsection (d), the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, acting on behalf of the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community and members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community (but not any 
member of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity as an allottee), shall execute a waiver 
and release of all claims against the United 
States (including any agency or employee of 
the United States)— 

(A) first arising before the enforceability 
date relating to— 

(i) water rights within the State that the 
United States, acting as trustee for the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, asserted or 
could have asserted in any proceeding, in-
cluding a general stream adjudication in the 
State, except to the extent that such rights 
are recognized as Tribal water rights under 
this division; 

(ii) foregone benefits from nontribal use of 
water, on and off the Reservation (including 
water from all sources and for all uses); 

(iii) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to loss 
of water or water rights, including damages, 
losses, or injuries to hunting, fishing, gath-
ering, or cultural rights due to loss of water 
or water rights, claims relating to inter-
ference with, diversion of, or taking of 
water, or claims relating to a failure to pro-
tect, acquire, replace, or develop water, 
water rights, or water infrastructure) within 
the State; 

(iv) a failure to establish or provide a mu-
nicipal rural or industrial water delivery 
system on the Reservation; 

(v) damage, loss, or injury to water, water 
rights, land, or natural resources due to con-
struction, operation, and management of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and 
other Federal land and facilities (including 
damages, losses, or injuries to Tribal fish-
eries, fish habitat, wildlife, and wildlife habi-
tat); 

(vi) a failure to provide for operation and 
maintenance, or deferred maintenance, for 
the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project 

or any other irrigation system or irrigation 
project; 

(vii) the litigation of claims relating to 
any water rights of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the State; 

(viii) the negotiation, execution, or adop-
tion of the Compact (including appendices) 
and this division; 

(ix) the taking or acquisition of land or re-
sources of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity for the construction or operation of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation Project or 
the Milk River Project; and 

(x) the allocation of water of the Milk 
River and the St. Mary River (including trib-
utaries) between the United States and Can-
ada pursuant to the International Boundary 
Waters Treaty of 1909 (36 Stat. 2448); and 

(B) relating to damage, loss, or injury to 
water, water rights, land, or natural re-
sources due to mining activities in the Little 
Rockies Mountains prior to the date of trust 
acquisition, including damages, losses, or in-
juries to hunting, fishing, gathering, or cul-
tural rights. 

(b) EFFECTIVENESS.—The waivers and re-
leases under subsection (a) shall take effect 
on the enforceability date. 

(c) OBJECTIONS IN MONTANA WATER 
COURT.—Nothing in this division or the Com-
pact prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, a member of the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community, an allottee, or the United 
States in any capacity from objecting to any 
claim to a water right filed in any general 
stream adjudication in the Montana Water 
Court. 

(d) RESERVATION OF RIGHTS AND RETENTION 
OF CLAIMS.—Notwithstanding the waivers 
and releases under subsection (a), the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community, acting on behalf 
of the Fort Belknap Indian Community and 
members of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity, and the United States, acting as 
trustee for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and the allottees shall retain— 

(1) all claims relating to— 
(A) the enforcement of water rights recog-

nized under the Compact, any final court de-
cree relating to those water rights, or this 
division or to water rights accruing on or 
after the enforceability date; 

(B) the quality of water under— 
(i) CERCLA, including damages to natural 

resources; 
(ii) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 

300f et seq.); 
(iii) the Federal Water Pollution Control 

Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); and 
(iv) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in clauses (i) through (iii); 
(C) damage, loss, or injury to land or nat-

ural resources that are— 
(i) not due to loss of water or water rights 

(including hunting, fishing, gathering, or 
cultural rights); and 

(ii) not described in subsection (a)(3); and 
(D) an action to prevent any person or 

party (as defined in sections 29 and 30 of Ar-
ticle II of the Compact) from interfering 
with the enjoyment of the Tribal water 
rights; 

(2) all claims relating to off-Reservation 
hunting rights, fishing rights, gathering 
rights, or other rights; 

(3) all claims relating to the right to use 
and protect water rights acquired after the 
date of enactment of this Act; 

(4) all claims relating to the allocation of 
waters of the Milk River and the Milk River 
Project between the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community and the Blackfeet Tribe, pursu-
ant to section 3705(e)(3) of the Blackfeet 
Water Rights Settlement Act (Public Law 
114–322; 130 Stat. 1818); 

(5) all claims relating to the enforcement 
of this division, including the required trans-
fer of land under section 11006; and 
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(6) all rights, remedies, privileges, immuni-

ties, and powers not specifically waived and 
released pursuant to this division or the 
Compact. 

(e) EFFECT OF COMPACT AND DIVISION.— 
Nothing in the Compact or this division— 

(1) affects the authority of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to enforce the 
laws of the Fort Belknap Indian Community, 
including with respect to environmental pro-
tections; 

(2) affects the ability of the United States, 
acting as sovereign, to carry out any activ-
ity authorized by law, including— 

(A) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

(B) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.); 

(C) CERCLA; and 
(D) any regulations implementing the Acts 

described in subparagraphs (A) through (C); 
(3) affects the ability of the United States 

to act as trustee for any other Indian Tribe 
or an allottee of any other Indian Tribe; 

(4) confers jurisdiction on any State 
court— 

(A) to interpret Federal law relating to 
health, safety, or the environment; 

(B) to determine the duties of the United 
States or any other party under Federal law 
relating to health, safety, or the environ-
ment; or 

(C) to conduct judicial review of any Fed-
eral agency action; 

(5) waives any claim of a member of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community in an indi-
vidual capacity that does not derive from a 
right of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity; 

(6) revives any claim adjudicated in the de-
cision in Gros Ventre Tribe v. United States, 
469 F.3d 801 (9th Cir. 2006); or 

(7) revives any claim released by an allot-
tee or member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community in the settlement in Cobell v. 
Salazar, No. 1:96CV01285–JR (D.D.C. 2012). 

(f) ENFORCEABILITY DATE.—The enforce-
ability date shall be the date on which the 
Secretary publishes in the Federal Register a 
statement of findings that— 

(1) the eligible members of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community have voted to 
approve this division and the Compact by a 
majority of votes cast on the day of the vote; 

(2)(A) the Montana Water Court has ap-
proved the Compact in a manner from which 
no further appeal may be taken; or 

(B) if the Montana Water Court is found to 
lack jurisdiction, the appropriate district 
court of the United States has approved the 
Compact as a consent decree from which no 
further appeal may be taken; 

(3) all of the amounts authorized to be ap-
propriated under section 11014 have been ap-
propriated and deposited in the designated 
accounts; 

(4) the Secretary and the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community have executed the alloca-
tion agreement described in section 
11007(c)(1); 

(5) the State has provided the required 
funding into the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Tribal Irrigation and Other Water 
Resources Development Account of the Trust 
Fund pursuant to section 11014(a)(3); and 

(6) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) have been executed by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the Sec-
retary. 

(g) TOLLING OF CLAIMS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each applicable period of 

limitation and time-based equitable defense 
relating to a claim described in this section 
shall be tolled for the period beginning on 
the date of enactment of this Act and ending 
on the enforceability date. 

(2) EFFECT OF SUBSECTION.—Nothing in this 
subsection revives any claim or tolls any pe-

riod of limitations or time-based equitable 
defense that expired before the date of enact-
ment of this Act. 

(h) EXPIRATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—This division shall expire 

in any case in which— 
(A) the amounts authorized to be appro-

priated by this division have not been made 
available to the Secretary by not later 
than— 

(i) January 21, 2034; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary; or 

(B) the Secretary fails to publish a state-
ment of findings under subsection (f) by not 
later than— 

(i) January 21, 2035; and 
(ii) such alternative later date as is agreed 

to by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the Secretary, after providing reason-
able notice to the State. 

(2) CONSEQUENCES.—If this division expires 
under paragraph (1)— 

(A) the waivers and releases under sub-
section (a) shall— 

(i) expire; and 
(ii) have no further force or effect; 
(B) the authorization, ratification, con-

firmation, and execution of the Compact 
under section 11004 shall no longer be effec-
tive; 

(C) any action carried out by the Sec-
retary, and any contract or agreement en-
tered into, pursuant to this division shall be 
void; 

(D) any unexpended Federal funds appro-
priated or made available to carry out the 
activities authorized by this division, to-
gether with any interest earned on those 
funds, and any water rights or contracts to 
use water and title to other property ac-
quired or constructed with Federal funds ap-
propriated or made available to carry out 
the activities authorized by this division 
shall be returned to the Federal Govern-
ment, unless otherwise agreed to by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community and the United 
States and approved by Congress; and 

(E) except for Federal funds used to ac-
quire or construct property that is returned 
to the Federal Government under subpara-
graph (D), the United States shall be entitled 
to offset any Federal funds made available to 
carry out this division that were expended or 
withdrawn, or any funds made available to 
carry out this division from other Federal 
authorized sources, together with any inter-
est accrued on those funds, against any 
claims against the United States— 

(i) relating to— 
(I) water rights in the State asserted by— 
(aa) the Fort Belknap Indian Community; 

or 
(bb) any user of the Tribal water rights; or 
(II) any other matter described in sub-

section (a)(3); or 
(ii) in any future settlement of water 

rights of the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity or an allottee. 
SEC. 11012. AANIIIH NAKODA SETTLEMENT 

TRUST FUND. 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary shall 

establish a trust fund for the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community, to be known as the 
‘‘Aaniiih Nakoda Settlement Trust Fund’’, 
to be managed, invested, and distributed by 
the Secretary and to remain available until 
expended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury, consisting of the 
amounts deposited in the Trust Fund under 
subsection (c), together with any investment 
earnings, including interest, earned on those 
amounts, for the purpose of carrying out this 
division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Trust Fund the following ac-
counts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account. 

(2) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count. 

(3) The Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account established under sub-
section (b)(1), the amounts made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(A) and (2)(A)(i) of 
section 11014(a); 

(2) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(2), the 
amounts made available pursuant to section 
11014(a)(2)(A)(ii); and 

(3) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Clean and Safe Domestic Water and Sewer 
Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Account 
established under subsection (b)(3), the 
amounts made available pursuant to para-
graphs (1)(B) and (2)(A)(iii) of section 
11014(a). 

(d) MANAGEMENT AND INTEREST.— 
(1) MANAGEMENT.—On receipt and deposit 

of the funds into the accounts in the Trust 
Fund pursuant to subsection (c), the Sec-
retary shall manage, invest, and distribute 
all amounts in the Trust Fund in accordance 
with the investment authority of the Sec-
retary under— 

(A) the first section of the Act of June 24, 
1938 (25 U.S.C. 162a); 

(B) the American Indian Trust Fund Man-
agement Reform Act of 1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et 
seq.); and 

(C) this section. 
(2) INVESTMENT EARNINGS.—In addition to 

the amounts deposited under subsection (c), 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
credited to amounts held in the Trust Fund 
shall be available for use in accordance with 
subsections (e) and (g). 

(e) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to, 

and deposited in, the Trust Fund, including 
any investment earnings, including interest, 
earned on those amounts shall be made 
available— 

(A) to the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
by the Secretary beginning on the enforce-
ability date; and 

(B) subject to the uses and restrictions in 
this section. 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1)— 

(A) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Tribal Irrigation and 
Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on the date on which the 
amounts are deposited for uses described in 
subparagraph (A) and (B) of subsection (g)(1); 

(B) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Water Resources and 
Water Rights Administration, Operation, 
and Maintenance Account established under 
subsection (b)(2) shall be made available to 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited and 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community has sat-
isfied the requirements of section 11011(f)(1), 
for the uses described in subsection (g)(2)(A); 
and 

(C) amounts deposited in the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community Clean and Safe Domestic 
Water and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell 
Project Account established under sub-
section (b)(3) shall be available to the Fort 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 10:20 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00085 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A27JY6.094 S27JYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

12
6Q

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES3798 July 27, 2023 
Belknap Indian Community on the date on 
which the amounts are deposited for the uses 
described in subsection (g)(3)(A). 

(f) WITHDRAWALS.— 
(1) AMERICAN INDIAN TRUST FUND MANAGE-

MENT REFORM ACT OF 1994.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 

Community may withdraw any portion of 
the funds in the Trust Fund on approval by 
the Secretary of a Tribal management plan 
submitted by the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity in accordance with the American In-
dian Trust Fund Management Reform Act of 
1994 (25 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.). 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—In addition to the re-
quirements under the American Indian Trust 
Fund Management Reform Act of 1994 (25 
U.S.C. 4001 et seq.), the Tribal management 
plan under this paragraph shall require that 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community spend 
all amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund, 
and any investment earnings accrued 
through the investments under the Tribal 
management plan, in accordance with this 
division. 

(C) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 
carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary— 

(i) to enforce the Tribal management plan; 
and 

(ii) to ensure that amounts withdrawn 
from the Trust Fund by the Fort Belknap In-
dian Community under this paragraph are 
used in accordance with this division. 

(2) WITHDRAWALS UNDER EXPENDITURE 
PLAN.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Fort Belknap Indian 
Community may submit to the Secretary a 
request to withdraw funds from the Trust 
Fund pursuant to an approved expenditure 
plan. 

(B) REQUIREMENTS.—To be eligible to with-
draw funds under an expenditure plan under 
this paragraph, the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community shall submit to the Secretary 
for approval an expenditure plan for any por-
tion of the Trust Fund that the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community elects to withdraw pursu-
ant to this paragraph, subject to the condi-
tion that the funds shall be used for the pur-
poses described in this division. 

(C) INCLUSIONS.—An expenditure plan 
under this paragraph shall include a descrip-
tion of the manner and purpose for which the 
amounts proposed to be withdrawn from the 
Trust Fund will be used by the Fort Belknap 
Indian Community in accordance with sub-
sections (e) and (g). 

(D) APPROVAL.—On receipt of an expendi-
ture plan under this paragraph, the Sec-
retary shall approve the expenditure plan if 
the Secretary determines that the expendi-
ture plan— 

(i) is reasonable; and 
(ii) is consistent with, and will be used for, 

the purposes of this division. 
(E) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary may 

carry out such judicial and administrative 
actions as the Secretary determines to be 
necessary to enforce an expenditure plan 
under this paragraph to ensure that amounts 
disbursed under this paragraph are used in 
accordance with this division. 

(g) USES.—Amounts from the Trust Fund 
shall be used by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community for the following purposes: 

(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY TRIBAL 
IRRIGATION AND OTHER WATER RESOURCES DE-
VELOPMENT ACCOUNT.—Amounts in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community Tribal Irrigation 
and Other Water Resources Development Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to pay the cost of activities re-
lating to— 

(A) planning, studies, and design of the 
Southern Tributary Irrigation Project and 
the Peoples Creek Irrigation Project, includ-

ing the Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Res-
ervoir, as generally described in the docu-
ment of Natural Resources Consulting Engi-
neers, Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Comprehensive Water Develop-
ment Plan’’ and dated February 2019; 

(B) environmental compliance; 
(C) construction of the Southern Tributary 

Irrigation Project and the Peoples Creek Ir-
rigation Project, including the Upper Peo-
ples Creek Dam and Reservoir; 

(D) wetlands restoration and development; 
(E) stock watering infrastructure; and 
(F) on farm development support and reac-

quisition of fee lands within the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project and Fort 
Belknap Indian Community irrigation 
projects within the Reservation. 

(2) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY WATER 
RESOURCES AND WATER RIGHTS ADMINISTRA-
TION, OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE AC-
COUNT.—Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Water Resources and Water 
Rights Administration, Operation, and Main-
tenance Account established under sub-
section (b)(2), the principal and investment 
earnings, including interest, may only be 
used by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
to pay the costs of activities described in 
subparagraphs (A) through (C) as follows: 

(A) $9,000,000 shall be used for the estab-
lishment, operation, and capital expendi-
tures in connection with the administration 
of the Tribal water resources and water 
rights development, including the develop-
ment or enactment of a Tribal water code. 

(B) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $29,299,059 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities for 
administration, operations, and regulation of 
the Tribal water resources and water rights 
department, in accordance with the Compact 
and this division. 

(C) Only investment earnings, including in-
terest, on $28,331,693 shall be used and be 
available to pay the costs of activities relat-
ing to a portion of the annual assessment 
costs for the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity and Tribal members, including 
allottees, under the Fort Belknap Indian Ir-
rigation Project and Fort Belknap Indian 
Community irrigation projects within the 
Reservation. 

(3) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY CLEAN 
AND SAFE DOMESTIC WATER AND SEWER SYS-
TEMS, AND LAKE ELWELL PROJECT ACCOUNT.— 
Amounts in the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(3), the 
principal and investment earnings, including 
interest, may only be used by the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community to pay the costs 
of activities relating to— 

(A) planning, studies, design, and environ-
mental compliance of domestic water supply, 
and sewer collection and treatment systems, 
as generally described in the document of 
Natural Resources Consulting Engineers, 
Inc., entitled ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Comprehensive Water Development 
Plan’’ and dated February 2019, including the 
Lake Elwell Project water delivery to the 
southern part of the Reservation; 

(B) construction of domestic water supply, 
sewer collection, and treatment systems; 

(C) construction, in accordance with appli-
cable law, of infrastructure for delivery of 
Lake Elwell water diverted from the Mis-
souri River to the southern part of the Res-
ervation; and 

(D) planning, studies, design, environ-
mental compliance, and construction of a 
Tribal wellness center for a work force 
health and wellbeing project. 

(h) LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not be 
liable for any expenditure or investment of 
amounts withdrawn from the Trust Fund by 

the Fort Belknap Indian Community pursu-
ant to subsection (f). 

(i) PROJECT EFFICIENCIES.—If the total cost 
of the activities described in subsection (g) 
results in cost savings and is less than the 
amounts authorized to be obligated under 
any of paragraphs (1) through (3) of that sub-
section required to carry out those activi-
ties, the Secretary, at the request of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, shall de-
posit those savings in the Trust Fund to be 
used in accordance with that subsection. 

(j) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Fort Belknap In-
dian Community shall submit to the Sec-
retary an annual expenditure report describ-
ing accomplishments and amounts spent 
from use of withdrawals under a Tribal man-
agement plan or an expenditure plan de-
scribed in this section. 

(k) NO PER CAPITA PAYMENTS.—No prin-
cipal or interest amount in any account es-
tablished by this section shall be distributed 
to any member of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community on a per capita basis. 

(l) EFFECT.—Nothing in this division enti-
tles the Fort Belknap Indian Community to 
judicial review of a determination of the 
Secretary regarding whether to approve a 
Tribal management plan under subsection 
(f)(1) or an expenditure plan under subsection 
(f)(2), except as provided under subchapter II 
of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act’’). 
SEC. 11013. FORT BELKNAP INDIAN COMMUNITY 

WATER SETTLEMENT IMPLEMENTA-
TION FUND. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established 
in the Treasury of the United States a non- 
trust, interest-bearing account to be known 
as the ‘‘Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Settlement Implementation Fund’’, to 
be managed and distributed by the Sec-
retary, for use by the Secretary for carrying 
out this division. 

(b) ACCOUNTS.—The Secretary shall estab-
lish in the Implementation Fund the fol-
lowing accounts: 

(1) The Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account. 

(2) The Milk River Project Mitigation Ac-
count. 

(c) DEPOSITS.—The Secretary shall de-
posit— 

(1) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account established under 
subsection (b)(1), the amount made available 
pursuant to paragraphs (1)(C) and (2)(A)(iv) 
of section 11014(a); and 

(2) in the Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2), 
the amount made available pursuant to sec-
tion 11014(a)(1)(D). 

(d) USES.— 
(1) FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION 

PROJECT SYSTEM ACCOUNT.—The Fort Belknap 
Indian Irrigation Project Rehabilitation Ac-
count established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be used to carry out section 11009, ex-
cept as provided in subsection (h) of that sec-
tion. 

(2) MILK RIVER PROJECT MITIGATION AC-
COUNT.—The Milk River Project Mitigation 
Account established under subsection (b)(2) 
may only be used to carry out section 11008. 

(e) MANAGEMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts in the Imple-

mentation Fund shall not be available to the 
Secretary for expenditure until the enforce-
ability date. 

(2) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), amounts deposited in the Fort 
Belknap Indian Irrigation Project System 
Account established under subsection (b)(1) 
shall be available to the Secretary on the 
date on which the amounts are deposited for 
uses described in paragraphs (1) and (2) of 
section 11009(a). 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3799 July 27, 2023 
(f) INTEREST.—In addition to the deposits 

under subsection (c), any interest credited to 
amounts unexpended in the Implementation 
Fund are authorized to be appropriated to be 
used in accordance with the uses described in 
subsection (d). 
SEC. 11014. FUNDING. 

(a) FUNDING.— 
(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

Subject to subsection (b), there are author-
ized to be appropriated to the Secretary— 

(A) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Tribal Irrigation and Other 
Water Resources Development Account of 
the Trust Fund established under section 
11012(b)(1), $89,643,100, to be retained until ex-
pended, withdrawn, or reverted to the gen-
eral fund of the Treasury; 

(B) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community Clean and Safe Domestic Water 
and Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project 
Account of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(3), $331,885,220, to be retained 
until expended, withdrawn, or reverted to 
the general fund of the Treasury; 

(C) for deposit in the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project System Account of the 
Implementation Fund established under sec-
tion 11013(b)(1), such sums as are necessary, 
but not more than $187,124,469, for the Sec-
retary to carry out section 11009, to be re-
tained until expended, withdrawn, or re-
verted to the general fund of the Treasury; 
and 

(D) for deposit in the Milk River Project 
Mitigation Account of the Implementation 
Fund established under section 11013(b)(2), 
such sums as are necessary, but not more 
than $300,000,000, for the Secretary to carry 
out obligations of the Secretary under sec-
tion 11008, to be retained until expended, 
withdrawn, or reverted to the general fund of 
the Treasury. 

(2) MANDATORY APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Out of any funds in the 

Treasury not otherwise appropriated, the 
Secretary of the Treasury shall deposit— 

(i) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Tribal Irrigation and Other Water Resources 
Development Account of the Trust Fund es-
tablished under section 11012(b)(1), 
$29,881,034, to be retained until expended, 
withdrawn, or reverted to the general fund of 
the Treasury; 

(ii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
Water Resources and Water Rights Adminis-
tration, Operation, and Maintenance Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(2), $66,630,752; 

(iii) in the Fort Belknap Indian Commu-
nity Clean and Safe Domestic Water and 
Sewer Systems, and Lake Elwell Project Ac-
count of the Trust Fund established under 
section 11012(b)(3), $110,628,407; and 

(iv) in the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 
Project System Account of the Implementa-
tion Fund established under section 
11013(b)(1), $228,707,684. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited in 
the accounts under subparagraph (A) shall be 
available without further appropriation. 

(3) STATE COST SHARE.—The State shall 
contribute $5,000,000, plus any earned inter-
est, payable to the Secretary for deposit in 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community Tribal 
Irrigation and Other Water Resources Devel-
opment Account of the Trust Fund estab-
lished under section 11012(b)(1) on approval of 
a final decree by the Montana Water Court 
for the purpose of activities relating to the 
Upper Peoples Creek Dam and Reservoir 
under subparagraphs (A) through (C) of sec-
tion 11012(g)(1). 

(b) FLUCTUATION IN COSTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The amounts authorized 

to be appropriated under paragraphs (1) and 
(2) of subsection (a) and this subsection shall 
be— 

(A) increased or decreased, as appropriate, 
by such amounts as may be justified by rea-
son of ordinary fluctuations in costs occur-
ring after the date of enactment of this Act 
as indicated by the Bureau of Reclamation 
Construction Cost Index—Composite Trend; 
and 

(B) adjusted to address construction cost 
changes necessary to account for unforeseen 
market volatility that may not otherwise be 
captured by engineering cost indices as de-
termined by the Secretary, including repric-
ing applicable to the types of construction 
and current industry standards involved. 

(2) REPETITION.—The adjustment process 
under paragraph (1) shall be repeated for 
each subsequent amount appropriated until 
the amount authorized to be appropriated 
under subsection (a), as adjusted, has been 
appropriated. 

(3) PERIOD OF INDEXING.— 
(A) TRUST FUND.—With respect to the 

Trust Fund, the period of indexing adjust-
ment under paragraph (1) for any increment 
of funding shall end on the date on which the 
funds are deposited into the Trust Fund. 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION FUND.—With respect 
to the Implementation Fund, the period of 
adjustment under paragraph (1) for any in-
crement of funding shall be annually. 
SEC. 11015. MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS. 

(a) WAIVER OF SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY BY THE 
UNITED STATES.—Except as provided in sub-
sections (a) through (c) of section 208 of the 
Department of Justice Appropriation Act, 
1953 (43 U.S.C. 666), nothing in this division 
waives the sovereign immunity of the United 
States. 

(b) OTHER TRIBES NOT ADVERSELY AF-
FECTED.—Nothing in this division quantifies 
or diminishes any land or water right, or any 
claim or entitlement to land or water, of an 
Indian Tribe, band, or community other than 
the Fort Belknap Indian Community. 

(c) ELIMINATION OF DEBTS OR LIENS 
AGAINST ALLOTMENTS OF THE FORT BELKNAP 
INDIAN COMMUNITY MEMBERS WITHIN THE 
FORT BELKNAP INDIAN IRRIGATION PROJECT.— 
On the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall cancel and eliminate all 
debts or liens against the allotments of land 
held by the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
and the members of the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community due to construction assessments 
and annual operation and maintenance 
charges relating to the Fort Belknap Indian 
Irrigation Project. 

(d) EFFECT ON CURRENT LAW.—Nothing in 
this division affects any provision of law (in-
cluding regulations) in effect on the day be-
fore the date of enactment of this Act with 
respect to pre-enforcement review of any 
Federal environmental enforcement action. 

(e) EFFECT ON RECLAMATION LAWS.—The ac-
tivities carried out by the Commissioner 
under this division shall not establish a 
precedent or impact the authority provided 
under any other provision of the reclamation 
laws, including— 

(1) the Reclamation Rural Water Supply 
Act of 2006 (43 U.S.C. 2401 et seq.); and 

(2) the Omnibus Public Land Management 
Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–11; 123 Stat. 991). 

(f) ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—Nothing in this 
division prohibits the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community from seeking— 

(1) additional funds for Tribal programs or 
purposes; or 

(2) funding from the United States or the 
State based on the status of the Fort 
Belknap Indian Community as an Indian 
Tribe. 

(g) RIGHTS UNDER STATE LAW.—Except as 
provided in section 1 of Article III of the 
Compact (relating to the closing of certain 
water basins in the State to new appropria-
tions in accordance with the laws of the 

State), nothing in this division or the Com-
pact precludes the acquisition or exercise of 
a right arising under State law (as defined in 
section 6 of Article II of the Compact) to the 
use of water by the Fort Belknap Indian 
Community, or a member or allottee of the 
Fort Belknap Indian Community, outside the 
Reservation by— 

(1) purchase of the right; or 
(2) submitting to the State an application 

in accordance with State law. 
(h) WATER STORAGE AND IMPORTATION.— 

Nothing in this division or the Compact pre-
vents the Fort Belknap Indian Community 
from participating in any project to import 
water to, or to add storage in, the Milk River 
Basin. 
SEC. 11016. ANTIDEFICIENCY. 

The United States shall not be liable for 
any failure to carry out any obligation or ac-
tivity authorized by this division, including 
any obligation or activity under the Com-
pact, if— 

(1) adequate appropriations are not pro-
vided by Congress expressly to carry out the 
purposes of this division; or 

(2) there are not enough funds available in 
the Reclamation Water Settlements Fund 
established by section 10501(a) of the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act of 2009 (43 
U.S.C. 407(a)) to carry out the purposes of 
this division. 

SA 1086. Mr. MURPHY submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for 
military activities of the Department 
of Defense, for military construction, 
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes; which was 
ordered to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICE OF THE 

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
CITY AND STATE DIPLOMACY. 

Section 1 of the State Department Basic 
Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 2651a) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(n) OFFICE OF SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE 
FOR CITY AND STATE DIPLOMACY.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established 
within the Department of State an Office of 
the Special Representative for City and 
State Diplomacy (in this subsection referred 
to as the ‘Office’). 

‘‘(2) HEAD.—The head of the Office shall be 
the Special Representative for City and 
State Diplomacy, who shall— 

‘‘(A) have the rank and status of ambas-
sador; and 

‘‘(B) be responsible for developing strate-
gies to advise and enhance subnational diplo-
macy throughout the United States. 

‘‘(3) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) PRINCIPAL DUTY.—The principal duty 

of the Special Representative shall be pro-
viding the overall strategic guidance of De-
partment of State support for subnational 
engagements by State and municipal govern-
ments with foreign governments. The Spe-
cial Representative shall be the principal ad-
viser to the Secretary of State on sub-
national engagements, the principal official 
on such matters within the senior manage-
ment of the Department of State, and lead 
coordinator on such matters for other rel-
evant Federal agencies. 

‘‘(B) ADDITIONAL DUTIES.—The additional 
duties of the Special Representative shall in-
clude the following: 

‘‘(i) Providing strategic guidance for over-
all Department of State policy and programs 
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in support of subnational engagements by 
State and municipal governments with for-
eign governments, including with respect to 
the following: 

‘‘(I) Identifying policy, program, and fund-
ing discrepancies among relevant Federal 
agencies regarding subnational diplomacy 
engagement. 

‘‘(II) Advising on efforts to better align the 
Department of State and other Federal agen-
cies in support of such engagements. 

‘‘(ii) Identifying areas of alignment be-
tween United States foreign policy and State 
and municipal goals. 

‘‘(iii) Facilitating tools for State and mu-
nicipal officials to communicate with the 
United States public regarding the breadth 
of international engagement by subnational 
actors and the impact of diplomacy across 
the United States. 

‘‘(iv) Building and facilitating linkages and 
networks among State and municipal gov-
ernments, and between State and municipal 
governments and their foreign counterparts. 

‘‘(v) Under the direction of the Secretary, 
negotiating agreements and memoranda of 
understanding with foreign governments re-
lated to subnational engagements and prior-
ities. 

‘‘(vi) Supporting United States economic 
and other interests through subnational en-
gagements, in consultation and coordination 
with the Department of Commerce, the De-
partment of the Treasury, the Office of the 
United States Trade Representative, and 
other Federal agencies. 

‘‘(vii) Spearheading the engagement of the 
Department of State with local elected offi-
cials, including mayors, governors, city 
councilors, and other municipal leaders, both 
in the United States and around the globe. 

‘‘(4) COORDINATION.—With respect to mat-
ters involving trade promotion and inward 
investment facilitation, the Office shall co-
ordinate with and support the International 
Trade Administration of the Department of 
Commerce as the lead Federal agency for 
trade promotion and facilitation of business 
investment in the United States. 

‘‘(5) DETAILEES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 

with respect to employees of the Department 
of State, is authorized to detail a member of 
the civil service or Foreign Service to State 
and municipal governments on a reimburs-
able or nonreimbursable basis. Such details 
shall be for a period not to exceed two years, 
and shall be without interruption or loss of 
status or privilege. 

‘‘(B) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Detailees under 
subparagraph (A) should carry out the fol-
lowing responsibilities: 

‘‘(i) Supporting the mission and objectives 
of the host subnational government office. 

‘‘(ii) Advising State and municipal govern-
ment officials regarding questions of global 
affairs, foreign policy, cooperative agree-
ments, and public diplomacy. 

‘‘(iii) Coordinating activities relating to 
State and municipal government sub-
national engagements with the Department 
of State, including the Office, Department 
leadership, and regional and functional bu-
reaus of the Department, as appropriate. 

‘‘(iv) Engaging Federal agencies regarding 
security, public health, trade promotion, and 
other programs executed at the State or mu-
nicipal government level. 

‘‘(v) Any other duties requested by State 
and municipal governments and approved by 
the Office. 

‘‘(C) ADDITIONAL PERSONNEL SUPPORT FOR 
SUBNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT.—For the purposes 
of this subsection, the Secretary of State— 

‘‘(i) is authorized to employ individuals by 
contract; 

‘‘(ii) is encouraged to make use of the re- 
hired annuitants authority under section 

3323 of title 5, United States Code, particu-
larly for annuitants who are already residing 
across the United States who may have the 
skills and experience to support subnational 
governments; and 

‘‘(iii) is encouraged to make use of authori-
ties under the Intergovernmental Personnel 
Act of 1970 (42 U.S.C. 4701 et seq.) to tempo-
rarily assign State and local government of-
ficials to the Department of State or over-
seas missions to increase their international 
experience and add their perspectives on 
United States priorities to the Department. 

‘‘(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subsection may be construed as pre-
cluding— 

‘‘(A) the Office from being elevated to a bu-
reau within the Department of State; or 

‘‘(B) the Special Representative from being 
elevated to an Assistant Secretary, if such 
an Assistant Secretary position does not in-
crease the number of Assistant Secretary po-
sitions at the Department above the number 
authorized under subsection (c)(1). 

‘‘(7) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) MUNICIPAL.—The term ‘municipal’ 

means, with respect to the government of a 
municipality in the United States, a munici-
pality with a population of not fewer than 
100,000 people. 

‘‘(B) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means the 
50 States, the District of Columbia, and any 
territory or possession of the United States. 

‘‘(C) SUBNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT.—The term 
‘subnational engagement’ means formal 
meetings or events between elected officials 
of State or municipal governments and their 
foreign counterparts.’’. 

SA 1087. Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. WICKER) proposed an amendment 
to amendment SA 935 proposed by Mr. 
SCHUMER (for Mr. REED (for himself and 
Mr. WICKER)) to the bill S. 2226, to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year 
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such 
fiscal year, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. BRIEFING ON AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

ACTIVE ASSOCIATIONS. 
Not later than November 1, 2023, the Sec-

retary of the Air Force shall brief the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the Senate and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives on the potential in-
crease in air refueling capacity and cost sav-
ings, including manpower, to be achieved by 
making all Air National Guard KC–135 units 
active associations. 

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. ll. INFORMING CONSUMERS ABOUT 

SMART DEVICES ACT. 
(a) REQUIRED DISCLOSURE OF A CAMERA OR 

RECORDING CAPABILITY IN CERTAIN INTERNET- 
CONNECTED DEVICES.—Each manufacturer of 
a covered device shall disclose, clearly and 
conspicuously and prior to purchase, wheth-
er the covered device manufactured by the 
manufacturer contains a camera or micro-
phone as a component of the covered device. 

(b) ENFORCEMENT BY THE FEDERAL TRADE 
COMMISSION.— 

(1) UNFAIR OR DECEPTIVE ACTS OR PRAC-
TICES.—A violation of subsection (a) shall be 
treated as a violation of a rule defining an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice prescribed 
under section 18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade 
Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(2) ACTIONS BY THE COMMISSION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Trade Com-
mission (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Commission’’) shall enforce this section in 
the same manner, by the same means, and 
with the same jurisdiction, powers, and du-
ties as though all applicable terms and provi-
sions of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
(15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) were incorporated into 
and made a part of this section. 

(B) PENALTIES AND PRIVILEGES.—Any per-
son who violates this section or a regulation 
promulgated under this section shall be sub-
ject to the penalties and entitled to the 
privileges and immunities provided in the 
Federal Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 
et seq.). 

(C) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall be construed to limit the author-
ity of the Commission under any other provi-
sion of law. 

(3) COMMISSION GUIDANCE.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of enactment of this 
section, the Commission, through outreach 
to relevant private entities, shall issue guid-
ance to assist manufacturers in complying 
with the requirements of this section, in-
cluding guidance about best practices for 
making the disclosure required by subsection 
(a) as clear and conspicuous and age appro-
priate as practicable and about best prac-
tices for the use of a pictorial (as defined in 
section 2(a) of the Consumer Review Fairness 
Act of 2016 (15 U.S.C. 45b(a))) visual represen-
tation of the information to be disclosed. 

(4) TAILORED GUIDANCE.—A manufacturer of 
a covered device may petition the Commis-
sion for tailored guidance as to how to meet 
the requirements of subsection (a) consistent 
with existing rules of practice or any suc-
cessor rules. 

(5) LIMITATION ON COMMISSION GUIDANCE.— 
No guidance issued by the Commission with 
respect to this section shall confer any 
rights on any person, State, or locality, nor 
shall operate to bind the Commission or any 
person to the approach recommended in such 
guidance. In any enforcement action brought 
pursuant to this section, the Commission 
shall allege a specific violation of a provision 
of this section. The Commission may not 
base an enforcement action on, or execute a 
consent order based on, practices that are al-
leged to be inconsistent with any such guide-
lines, unless the practices allegedly violate 
subsection (a). 

(c) DEFINITION OF COVERED DEVICE.—In this 
section, the term ‘‘covered device’’— 

(1) means a consumer product, as defined 
by section 3(a) of the Consumer Product 
Safety Act (15 U.S.C. 2052(a)) that is capable 
of connecting to the internet, a component 
of which is a camera or microphone; and 

(2) does not include— 
(A) a telephone (including a mobile phone), 

a laptop, tablet, or any device that a con-
sumer would reasonably expect to have a 
microphone or camera; 

(B) any device that is specifically mar-
keted as a camera, telecommunications de-
vice, or microphone; or 

(C) any device or apparatus described in 
sections 255, 716, and 718, and subsections (aa) 
and (bb) of section 303 of the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 255; 617; 619; and 
303(aa) and (bb)), and any regulations pro-
mulgated thereunder. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to all covered devices manufactured 
after the date that is 180 days after the date 
on which guidance is issued by the Commis-
sion under subsection (b)(3), and shall not 
apply to covered devices manufactured or 
sold before such date, or otherwise intro-
duced into interstate commerce before such 
date. 

At the appropriate place in title V, insert 
the following: 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3801 July 27, 2023 
SEC. ll. EXTENSION OF TROOPS FOR TEACHERS 

PROGRAM TO THE JOB CORPS. 
Section 1154 of title 10, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2)— 
(i) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by striking ‘‘; 

or’’ and inserting s semicolon; 
(ii) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(C) a Job Corps center as defined in sec-

tion 147 of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3197).’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (3)— 
(i) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 

and inserting s semicolon; 
(ii) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(iii) by adding at the end the following new 

subparagraph: 
‘‘(D) a Job Corps center as defined in sec-

tion 147 of the Workforce Innovation and Op-
portunity Act (29 U.S.C. 3197).’’; 

(2) in subsection (d)(4)(A)(ii), by inserting 
‘‘or Job Corps centers’’ after ‘‘secondary 
schools’’; and 

(3) in subsection (e)(2)(E), by inserting ‘‘or 
Job Corps center’’ after ‘‘secondary school’’. 

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert 
the following: 
Subtitle ll—INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH 

DISABILITIES PROTECTION 
SEC. l1. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
national Children with Disabilities Protec-
tion Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. l2. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) stigma and discrimination against chil-

dren with disabilities, particularly intellec-
tual and other developmental disabilities, 
and lack of support for community inclusion 
have left people with disabilities and their 
families economically and socially 
marginalized; 

(2) organizations of persons with disabil-
ities and family members of persons with 
disabilities are often too small to apply for 
or obtain funds from domestic or inter-
national sources or ineligible to receive 
funds from such sources; 

(3) as a result of the factors described in 
paragraphs (1) and (2), key stakeholders have 
often been left out of public policymaking on 
matters that affect children with disabil-
ities; and 

(4) financial support, technical assistance, 
and active engagement of persons with dis-
abilities and their families is needed to en-
sure the development of effective policies 
that protect families, ensure the full inclu-
sion in society of children with disabilities, 
and promote the ability of persons with dis-
abilities to live in the community with 
choices equal to others. 
SEC. l3. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’ 

means the Department of State. 
(2) ELIGIBLE IMPLEMENTING PARTNER.—The 

term ‘‘eligible implementing partner’’ means 
a nongovernmental organization or other 
civil society organization that— 

(A) has the capacity to administer grants 
directly or through subgrants that can be ef-
fectively used by local organizations of per-
sons with disabilities; and 

(B) has international expertise in the 
rights of persons with disabilities, including 
children with disabilities and their families. 

(3) ORGANIZATION OF PERSONS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES.—The term ‘‘organization of persons 
with disabilities’’ means a nongovernmental 
civil society organization run by and for per-
sons with disabilities and families of chil-
dren with disabilities. 

SEC. l4. STATEMENT OF POLICY. 
It is the policy of the United States to— 
(1) assist partner countries in developing 

policies and programs that recognize, sup-
port, and protect the civil and political 
rights of and enjoyment of fundamental free-
doms by persons with disabilities, including 
children, such that the latter may grow and 
thrive in supportive family environments 
and make the transition to independent liv-
ing as adults; 

(2) promote the development of advocacy 
and leadership skills among persons with dis-
abilities and their families in a manner that 
enables effective civic engagement, includ-
ing at the local, national, and regional lev-
els, and promote policy reforms and pro-
grams that support full economic and civic 
inclusion of persons with disabilities and 
their families; 

(3) promote the development of laws and 
policies that— 

(A) strengthen families and protect against 
the unnecessary institutionalization of chil-
dren with disabilities; and 

(B) create opportunities for children and 
youth with disabilities to access the re-
sources and support needed to achieve their 
full potential to live independently in the 
community with choices equal to others; 

(4) promote the participation of persons 
with disabilities and their families in advo-
cacy efforts and legal frameworks to recog-
nize, support, and protect the civil and polit-
ical rights of and enjoyment of fundamental 
freedoms by persons with disabilities; and 

(5) promote the sustainable action needed 
to bring about changes in law, policy, and 
programs to ensure full family inclusion of 
children with disabilities and the transition 
of children with disabilities to independent 
living as adults. 
SEC. l5. INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH DIS-

ABILITIES PROTECTION PROGRAM 
AND CAPACITY BUILDING. 

(a) INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN WITH DISABIL-
ITIES PROTECTION PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be 
established within the Department of State a 
program to be known as the ‘‘International 
Children with Disabilities Protection Pro-
gram’’ (in this section referred to as the 
‘‘Program’’) to carry out the policy described 
in øsection l4¿. 

(2) CRITERIA.—In carrying out the Program 
under this section, the Secretary of State, in 
consultation with leading civil society 
groups with expertise in the protection of 
civil and political rights of and enjoyment of 
fundamental freedoms by persons with dis-
abilities, may establish criteria for priority 
activities under the Program in selected 
countries. 

(3) DISABILITY INCLUSION GRANTS.—The Sec-
retary of State may award grants to eligible 
implementing partners to administer grant 
amounts directly or through subgrants. 

(4) SUBGRANTS.—An eligible implementing 
partner that receives a grant under para-
graph (3) should provide subgrants and, in 
doing so, shall prioritize local organizations 
of persons with disabilities working within a 
focus country or region to advance the pol-
icy described in øsection l4¿. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Of funds made available in 

fiscal years 2024 through 2029 to carry out 
the purposes of the Foreign Assistance Act 
of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq), there are au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this 
subtitle amounts as follows: 

(A) $2,000,000 for fiscal year 2024. 
(B) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2025 

through 2029. 
(2) CAPACITY-BUILDING AND TECHNICAL AS-

SISTANCE PROGRAMS.—Of the amounts au-
thorized to be appropriated by paragraph (1), 
not less than $1,000,000 for each of fiscal 

years 2024 through 2029 should be available 
for capacity-building and technical assist-
ance programs to— 

(A) develop the leadership skills of persons 
with disabilities, legislators, policymakers, 
and service providers in the planning and im-
plementation of programs to advance the 
policy described in øsection l4¿; 

(B) increase awareness of successful models 
of the promotion of civil and political rights 
and fundamental freedoms, family support, 
and economic and civic inclusion among or-
ganizations of persons with disabilities and 
allied civil society advocates, attorneys, and 
professionals to advance the policy described 
in øsection l4¿; and 

(C) create online programs to train policy-
makers, advocates, and other individuals on 
successful models to advance reforms, serv-
ices, and protection measures that enable 
children with disabilities to live within sup-
portive family environments and become full 
participants in society, which— 

(i) are available globally; 
(ii) offer low-cost or no-cost training acces-

sible to persons with disabilities, family 
members of such persons, and other individ-
uals with potential to offer future leadership 
in the advancement of the goals of family in-
clusion, transition to independent living as 
adults, and protection measures for children 
with disabilities; and 

(iii) should be targeted to government pol-
icymakers, advocates, and other potential 
allies and supporters among civil society 
groups. 

SEC. l6. ANNUAL REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION. 

(a) ANNUAL REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 

annually through fiscal year 2029, the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives a report on— 

(A) the programs and activities carried out 
to advance the policy described in øsection 
l4¿; and 

(B) any broader work of the Department in 
advancing that policy. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include, with respect to 
each program carried out under øsection 
l5¿— 

(A) the rationale for the country and pro-
gram selection; 

(B) the goals and objectives of the pro-
gram, and the kinds of participants in the 
activities and programs supported; 

(C) a description of the types of technical 
assistance and capacity building provided; 
and 

(D) an identification of any gaps in funding 
or support needed to ensure full participa-
tion of organizations of persons with disabil-
ities or inclusion of children with disabilities 
in the program. 

(3) CONSULTATION.—In preparing each re-
port required by paragraph (1), the Secretary 
of State shall consult with organizations of 
persons with disabilities. 

SEC. l7. PROMOTING INTERNATIONAL PROTEC-
TION AND ADVOCACY FOR CHIL-
DREN WITH DISABILITIES. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PROGRAMMING 
AND PROGRAMS.—It is the sense of Congress 
that— 

(1) all programming of the Department and 
the United States Agency for International 
Development related to health systems 
strengthening, primary and secondary edu-
cation, and the protection of civil and polit-
ical rights of persons with disabilities should 
seek to be consistent with the policy de-
scribed in øsection l4¿; and 
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(2) programs of the Department and the 

United States Agency for International De-
velopment related to children, global health, 
and education— 

(A) should— 
(i) engage organizations of persons with 

disabilities in policymaking and program 
implementation; and 

(ii) support full inclusion of children with 
disabilities in families; and 

(B) should aim to avoid support for resi-
dential institutions for children with disabil-
ities except in situations of conflict or emer-
gency in a manner that protects family con-
nections as described in subsection (b). 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS ON CONFLICT AND 
EMERGENCIES.—It is the sense of Congress 
that— 

(1) programs of the Department and the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment serving children in situations of 
conflict or emergency, among displaced or 
refugee populations, or in natural disasters 
should seek to ensure that children with and 
without disabilities can maintain family 
ties; and 

(2) in situations of emergency, if children 
are separated from parents or have no fam-
ily, every effort should be made to ensure 
that children are placed with extended fam-
ily, in kinship care, or in an adoptive or fos-
ter family. 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN REDUC-

TIONS TO INVENTORY OF E–3 AIR-
BORNE WARNING AND CONTROL 
SYSTEM AIRCRAFT. 

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds author-
ized to be appropriated by this Act for fiscal 
year 2024 for the Air Force may be obligated 
or expended to retire, prepare to retire, or 
place in storage or in backup aircraft inven-
tory any E–3 aircraft if such actions would 
reduce the total aircraft inventory for such 
aircraft below 16. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PLAN.—If the Secretary 
of the Air Force submits to the congres-
sional defense committees a plan for main-
taining readiness and ensuring there is no 
lapse in mission capabilities, the prohibition 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E–3 aircraft to below 16, begin-
ning 30 days after the date on which the plan 
is so submitted. 

(c) EXCEPTION FOR E–7 PROCUREMENT.—If 
the Secretary of the Air Force procures 
enough E–7 Wedgetail aircraft to accomplish 
the required mission load, the prohibition 
under subsection (a) shall not apply to ac-
tions taken to reduce the total aircraft in-
ventory for E–3 aircraft to below 16 after the 
date on which such E–7 Wedgetail aircraft 
are delivered. 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. IMPROVING PROCESSING BY DE-

PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
OF DISABILITY CLAIMS FOR POST- 
TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER 
THROUGH IMPROVED TRAINING. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 
cited as the ‘‘Department of Veterans Affairs 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder Processing 
Claims Improvement Act of 2023’’. 

(b) FORMAL PROCESS FOR CONDUCT OF AN-
NUAL ANALYSIS OF TRAINING NEEDS BASED ON 
TRENDS.—Not later than 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, acting through 
the Under Secretary for Benefits, shall es-
tablish a formal process to analyze, on an 
annual basis, training needs of employees of 
the Department who review claims for dis-
ability compensation for service-connected 
post-traumatic stress disorder, based on 
identified processing error trends. 

(c) FORMAL PROCESS FOR CONDUCT OF AN-
NUAL STUDIES TO SUPPORT ANNUAL ANAL-
YSIS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary, acting through the Under Sec-
retary, shall establish a formal process to 
conduct, on an annual basis, studies to help 
guide the process established under sub-
section (b). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Each study conducted 
under paragraph (1) shall cover the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Military post-traumatic stress disorder 
stressors. 

(B) Decision-making claims for claims 
processors. 

At the appropriate place in title VI, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 6ll. EXTENSION OF TRAVEL ALLOWANCE 

FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES ASSIGNED TO ALASKA. 

Section 603(b)(5)(B) of the James M. Inhofe 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263; 136 Stat. 
2621) is amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 
2023’’ and inserting ‘‘June 30, 2024’’. 

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of 
title X, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. U.S. HOSTAGE AND WRONGFUL DE-

TAINEE DAY ACT OF 2023. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘U.S. Hostage and Wrongful De-
tainee Day Act of 2023’’. 

(b) DESIGNATION.— 
(1) HOSTAGE AND WRONGFUL DETAINEE 

DAY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 1 of title 36, 

United States Code, is amended— 
(i) by redesignating the second section 146 

(relating to Choose Respect Day) as section 
147; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘§ 148. U.S. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee 

Day 
‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—March 9 is U.S. Hostage 

and Wrongful Detainee Day. 
‘‘(b) PROCLAMATION.—The President is re-

quested to issue each year a proclamation 
calling on the people of the United States to 
observe U.S. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee 
Day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties.’’. 

(B) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 1 of 
title 36, United States Code, is amended by 
striking the item relating to the second sec-
tion 146 and inserting the following new 
items: 

‘‘147. Choose Respect Day. 
‘‘148. U.S. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee 

Day.’’. 
(2) HOSTAGE AND WRONGFUL DETAINEE 

FLAG.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 9 of title 36, 

United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following new section: 

‘‘§ 904. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee flag 
‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.—The Hostage and 

Wrongful Detainee flag championed by the 
Bring Our Families Home Campaign is des-
ignated as the symbol of the commitment of 
the United States to recognizing, and 
prioritizing the freedom of, citizens and law-
ful permanent residents of the United States 
held as hostages or wrongfully detained 
abroad. 

‘‘(b) REQUIRED DISPLAY.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Hostage and Wrong-

ful Detainee flag shall be displayed at the lo-
cations specified in paragraph (3) on the days 
specified in paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) DAYS SPECIFIED.—The days specified in 
this paragraph are the following: 

‘‘(A) U.S. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee 
Day, March 9. 

‘‘(B) Flag Day, June 14. 
‘‘(C) Independence Day, July 4. 
‘‘(D) Any day on which a citizen or lawful 

permanent resident of the United States— 
‘‘(i) returns to the United States from 

being held hostage or wrongfully detained 
abroad; or 

‘‘(ii) dies while being held hostage or 
wrongfully detained abroad. 

‘‘(3) LOCATIONS SPECIFIED.—The locations 
specified in this paragraph are the following: 

‘‘(A) The Capitol. 
‘‘(B) The White House. 
‘‘(C) The buildings containing the official 

office of— 
‘‘(i) the Secretary of State; and 
‘‘(ii) the Secretary of Defense. 
‘‘(c) DISPLAY TO BE IN A MANNER VISIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC.—Display of the Hostage and 
Wrongful Detainee flag pursuant to this sec-
tion shall be in a manner designed to ensure 
visibility to the public. 

‘‘(d) LIMITATION.—This section may not be 
construed or applied so as to require any em-
ployee to report to work solely for the pur-
pose of providing for the display of the Hos-
tage and Wrongful Detainee flag.’’. 

(B) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 9 of 
title 36, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

‘‘904. Hostage and Wrongful Detainee flag.’’. 
At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add 

the following: 
SEC. 1299L. SHARING OF INFORMATION WITH RE-

SPECT TO SUSPECTED VIOLATIONS 
OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
RIGHTS. 

Section 628A of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1628a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by inserting ‘‘, 
packing materials, shipping containers,’’ 
after ‘‘its packaging’’ each place it appears; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) in paragraph (4), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) any other party with an interest in the 

merchandise, as determined appropriate by 
the Commissioner.’’. 

At the end of subtitle D of title V, add the 
following: 
SEC. 543. ANNUAL REPORT ON INITIATIVE TO EN-

HANCE THE CAPABILITY OF MILI-
TARY CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE OR-
GANIZATIONS TO PREVENT AND 
COMBAT CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOI-
TATION. 

In order to effectively carry out the initia-
tive under section 550D of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 
(Public Law 116–92; 10 U.S.C. 1561 note prec.), 
the Secretary of Defense shall carry out the 
following actions: 

(1) Not later than 90 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, and annually 
thereafter, submit to the Committee on 
Armed Services of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Armed Services of the House of 
Representatives an annual report on the 
progress of the initiative carried out under 
such section, outlining specific actions 
taken and planned to detect, combat, and 
stop the use of the Department of Defense 
network to further online child sexual ex-
ploitation (CSE). 

(2) Develop partnerships and execute col-
laborative agreements with functional ex-
perts, including highly qualified national 
child protection organizations or law en-
forcement training centers with dem-
onstrated expertise in the delivery of law en-
forcement training, to identify, investigate 
and prosecute individuals engaged in online 
CSE. 
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(3) Establish mandatory training for De-

partment of Defense criminal investigative 
organizations and personnel at military in-
stallations to maintain capacity and address 
turnover and relocation issues. 

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII of di-
vision A, add the following: 
SEC. 849. ELIMINATING SELF-CERTIFICATION 

FOR SERVICE-DISABLED VETERAN- 
OWNED SMALL BUSINESSES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration. 

(2) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERN; SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY 
SERVICE-DISABLED VETERANS.—The terms 
‘‘small business concern’’ and ‘‘small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans’’ have the meanings 
given those terms in section 3 of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 

(b) ELIMINATING SELF-CERTIFICATION IN 
PRIME CONTRACTING AND SUBCONTRACTING 
FOR SDVOSBS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each prime contract 
award and subcontract award that is counted 
for the purpose of meeting the goals for par-
ticipation by small business concerns owned 
and controlled by service-disabled veterans 
in procurement contracts for Federal agen-
cies, as established in section 15(g)(2) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 644(g)(2)), shall 
be entered into with small business concerns 
certified by the Administrator as small busi-
ness concerns owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans under section 36 of such 
Act (15 U.S.C. 657f). 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (1) shall 
take effect on October 1 of the fiscal year be-
ginning after the Administrator promulgates 
the regulations required under subsection 
(d). 

(c) PHASED APPROACH TO ELIMINATING 
SELF-CERTIFICATION FOR SDVOSBS.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, any 
small business concern that self-certified as 
a small business concern owned and con-
trolled by service-disabled veterans may— 

(1) if the small business concern files a cer-
tification application with the Adminis-
trator before the end of the 1-year period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this Act, 
maintain such self-certification until the 
Administrator makes a determination with 
respect to such certification; and 

(2) if the small business concern does not 
file a certification application before the end 
of the 1-year period beginning on the date of 
enactment of this Act, lose, at the end of 
such 1-year period, any self-certification of 
the small business concern as a small busi-
ness concern owned and controlled by serv-
ice-disabled veterans. 

(d) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator shall promulgate regulations 
to carry out this section. 

At the appropriate place in title VIII, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. ll. ADDITION OF ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
TO THE FEDERAL ACQUISITION REG-
ULATORY COUNCIL. 

Section 1302(b)(1) of title 41, United States 
Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

‘‘(E) the Administrator of the Small Busi-
ness Administration.’’. 

At the end of subtitle D of title VIII of di-
vision A, add the following: 
SEC. 849. PAYMENT OF SUBCONTRACTORS. 

Section 8(d)(13) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 637(d)(13)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)(i), by striking ‘‘90 
days’’ and inserting ‘‘30 days’’; 

(2) in subparagraph (C)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘contractor shall’’ and in-

serting ‘‘contractor— 
‘‘(i) shall’’; 
(B) in clause (i), as so designated, by strik-

ing the period at the end and inserting ‘‘; 
and’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(i) may enter or modify past performance 

information of the prime contractor in con-
nection with the unjustified failure to make 
a full or timely payment to a subcontractor 
subject to this paragraph before or after 
close-out of the covered contract.’’. 

(3) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘sub-
paragraph (E)’’ and inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(F)’’; 

(4) by redesignating subparagraph (E) as 
subparagraph (F); and 

(5) by inserting after subparagraph (D) the 
following″: 

‘‘(E) COOPERATION.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Once a contracting offi-

cer determines, with respect to the past per-
formance of a prime contractor, that there 
was an unjustified failure by the prime con-
tractor on a covered contract to make a full 
or timely payment to a subcontractor cov-
ered by subparagraph (B) or (C), the prime 
contractor is required to cooperate with the 
contracting officer, who shall consult with 
the Director of Small Business Programs or 
the Director of Small and Disadvantaged 
Business Utilization acting pursuant to sec-
tion 15(k)(6) and other representatives of the 
Government, regarding correcting and miti-
gating the unjustified failure to make a full 
or timely payment to a subcontractor. 

‘‘(ii) DURATION.—The duty of cooperation 
under this subparagraph for a prime con-
tractor described in clause (i) continues 
until the subcontractor is made whole or the 
determination of the contracting officer de-
termination is no longer effective, and re-
gardless of performance or close-out status 
of the covered contract.’’. 

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1269. EXTENSION OF EXPORT PROHIBITION 

ON MUNITIONS ITEMS TO THE HONG 
KONG POLICE FORCE. 

Section 3 of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to 
prohibit the commercial export of covered 
munitions items to the Hong Kong Police 
Force’’, approved November 27, 2019 (Public 
Law 116–77; 133 Stat. 1173), is amended by 
striking ‘‘shall expire on December 31, 2024’’ 
and inserting ‘‘shall expire on the date on 
which the President certifies to the appro-
priate congressional committees that— 

‘‘(1) the Secretary of State has, on or after 
the date of the enactment of this paragraph, 
certified under section 205 of the United 
States-Hong Kong Policy Act of 1992 (22 
U.S.C. 5701 et seq.) that Hong Kong warrants 
treatment under United States law in the 
same manner as United States laws were ap-
plied to Hong Kong before July 1, 1997; 

‘‘(2) the Hong Kong Police have not en-
gaged in gross violations of human rights 
during the 1-year period ending on the date 
of such certification; and 

‘‘(3) there has been an independent exam-
ination of human rights concerns related to 
the crowd control tactics of the Hong Kong 
Police and the Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region has ade-
quately addressed those concerns.’’. 

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 12ll. FOREIGN PORT SECURITY ASSESS-

MENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be 

cited as the ‘‘International Port Security 
Enforcement Act’’. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Section 70108 of title 46, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (f)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘provided 

that’’ and all that follows and inserting the 
following: ‘‘if— 

‘‘(A) the Secretary certifies that the for-
eign government or international organiza-
tion— 

‘‘(i) has conducted the assessment in ac-
cordance with subsection (b); and 

‘‘(ii) has provided the Secretary with suffi-
cient information pertaining to its assess-
ment (including information regarding the 
outcome of the assessment); and 

‘‘(B) the foreign government that con-
ducted the assessment is not a state sponsor 
of terrorism (as defined in section 3316(h).’’; 
and 

(B) by amending paragraph (3) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.—Nothing in this section 
may be construed— 

‘‘(A) to require the Secretary to treat an 
assessment conducted by a foreign govern-
ment or an international organization as an 
assessment that satisfies the requirement 
under subsection (a); 

‘‘(B) to limit the discretion or ability of 
the Secretary to conduct an assessment 
under this section; 

‘‘(C) to limit the authority of the Sec-
retary to repatriate aliens to their respec-
tive countries of origin; or 

‘‘(D) to prevent the Secretary from re-
questing security and safety measures that 
the Secretary considers necessary to safe-
guard Coast Guard personnel during the re-
patriation of aliens to their respective coun-
tries of origin.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(g) STATE SPONSORS OF TERRORISM AND 

INTERNATIONAL TERRORIST ORGANIZATIONS.— 
The Secretary— 

‘‘(1) may not enter into an agreement 
under subsection (f)(2) with— 

‘‘(A) a foreign government that is a state 
sponsor of terrorism; or 

‘‘(B) a foreign terrorist organization; and 
‘‘(2) shall— 
‘‘(A) deem any port that is under the juris-

diction of a foreign government that is a 
state sponsor of terrorism as not having ef-
fective antiterrorism measures for purposes 
of this section and section 70109; and 

‘‘(B) immediately apply the sanctions de-
scribed in section 70110(a) to such port.’’. 

At the end of subtitle C of title VIII, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 836. SENSE OF CONGRESS RELATING TO 

RUBBER SUPPLY. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) the Department of Defense should take 

all appropriate action to lessen the depend-
ence of the Armed Forces on adversarial na-
tions for the procurement of strategic and 
critical materials, and that one such mate-
rial in short supply according to the most re-
cent report from Defense Logistics Agency 
Strategic Material is natural rubber, under-
mining our national security and jeopard-
izing the military’s ability to rely on a sta-
ble source of natural rubber for tire manu-
facturing and production of other goods; and 

(2) the Secretary of Defense should take all 
appropriate action, pursuant with the au-
thority provided by the Strategic and Crit-
ical Materials Stock Piling Act (50 U.S.C. 98a 
et seq.) to engage in activities that may in-
clude stockpiling, but shall also include re-
search and development aspects for increas-
ing the domestic supply of natural rubber. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. REPEAL OF BONAFIDE OFFICE RULE 

FOR 8(A) CONTRACTS WITH THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

Section 8(a)(11) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 637(a)(11)) is amended— 
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(1) by inserting ‘‘(A)’’ before ‘‘To the max-

imum’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply with 

respect to a contract entered into under this 
subsection with the Department of De-
fense.’’. 

At the end of subtitle A of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1213. REPORT ON COORDINATION WITH PRI-

VATE ENTITIES AND STATE GOVERN-
MENTS WITH RESPECT TO THE 
STATE PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary of Defense 
shall submit to Congress a report on the fea-
sibility of coordinating with private entities 
and State governments to provide resources 
and personnel to support technical ex-
changes under the Department of Defense 
State Partnership Program established 
under section 341 of title 10, United States 
Code. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An analysis of the limitations of the 
State Partnership Program. 

(2) The types of personnel and expertise 
that could be helpful to partner country par-
ticipants in the State Partnership Program. 

(3) Any authority needed to leverage such 
expertise from private entities and State 
governments, as applicable. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. PROHIBITION ON PROVISION OF AIR-

PORT IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDS 
TO CERTAIN ENTITIES THAT HAVE 
VIOLATED INTELLECTUAL PROP-
ERTY RIGHTS OF UNITED STATES 
ENTITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—During the period begin-
ning on the date that is 30 days after the 
date of the enactment of this section, 
amounts provided as project grants under 
subchapter I of chapter 471 of title 49, United 
States Code, may not be used to enter into a 
contract described in subsection (b) with any 
entity on the list required by subsection (c). 

(b) CONTRACT DESCRIBED.—A contract de-
scribed in this subsection is a contract or 
other agreement for the procurement of in-
frastructure or equipment for a passenger 
boarding bridge at an airport. 

(c) LIST REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
thereafter as required by paragraph (2), the 
United States Trade Representative, and the 
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration shall make available to the Ad-
ministrator of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration a publicly-available a list of enti-
ties manufacturing airport passenger board-
ing infrastructure or equipment that— 

(A) are owned, directed by, or subsidized in 
whole, or in part by the People’s Republic of 
China; 

(B) have been determined by a Federal 
court to have misappropriated intellectual 
property or trade secrets from an entity or-
ganized under the laws of the United States 
or any jurisdiction within the United States; 

(C) own or control, are owned or controlled 
by, are under common ownership or control 
with, or are successors to, an entity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A); 

(D) own or control, are under common 
ownership or control with, or are successors 
to, an entity described in subparagraph (A); 
or 

(E) have entered into an agreement with or 
accepted funding from, whether in the form 
of minority investment interest or debt, 
have entered into a partnership with, or have 
entered into another contractual or other 
written arrangement with, an entity de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(2) UPDATES TO LIST.—The United States 
Trade Representative shall update the list 

required by paragraph (1), based on informa-
tion provided by the Administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration, in con-
sultation with the Attorney General— 

(A) not less frequently than every 90 days 
during the 180-day period following the ini-
tial publication of the list under paragraph 
(1); and 

(B) not less frequently than annually 
thereafter. 

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the defi-
nitions in section 47102 of title 49, United 
States Code, shall apply. 

At the appropriate place in subtitle A of 
title VII, insert the following: 
SEC. 7lll. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ACCESS TO 

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
THROUGH TRICARE. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec-
retary of Defense should take all necessary 
steps to ensure members of the National 
Guard and the members of their families who 
are enrolled in TRICARE have timely access 
to mental and behavioral health care serv-
ices through the TRICARE program. 

At the appropriate place in subtitle C of 
title II, insert the following: 
SEC. lll. ESTABLISHMENT OF TECHNOLOGY 

TRANSITION PROGRAM FOR STRA-
TEGIC NUCLEAR DETERRENCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commander of Air 
Force Global Strike Command may, through 
the use of a partnership intermediary, estab-
lish a program— 

(1) to carry out technology transition, dig-
ital engineering projects, and other innova-
tion activities supporting the Air Force nu-
clear enterprise; and 

(2) to discover capabilities that have the 
potential to generate life-cycle cost savings 
and provide data-driven approaches to re-
source allocation. 

(b) TERMINATION.—The program established 
under subsection (a) shall terminate on Sep-
tember 30, 2029. 

(c) PARTNERSHIP INTERMEDIARY DEFINED.— 
The term ‘‘partnership intermediary’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 23(c) 
of the Stevenson-Wydler Technology Innova-
tion Act of 1980 (15 U.S.C. 3715(c)). 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 16ll. CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF DE-

PARTMENT OF DEFENSE DATA AND 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CHIEF DIGITAL 
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE OF-
FICER GOVERNING COUNCIL. 

(a) CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE DATA.—The Chief Digital 
and Artificial Intelligence Officer of the De-
partment of Defense shall maintain the au-
thority, but not the requirement, to access 
and control, on behalf of the Secretary of De-
fense, of all data collected, acquired, 
accessed, or utilized by Department of De-
fense components consistent with section 
1513 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117–263; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note). 

(b) CHIEF DIGITAL AND ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE OFFICER GOVERNING COUNCIL.—Para-
graph (3) of section 238(d) of the John S. 
McCain National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115–232; 10 
U.S.C. note prec. 4061) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(3) CHIEF DIGITAL AND ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE OFFICER GOVERNING COUNCIL.— 

‘‘(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—(i) The Secretary 
shall establish a council to provide policy 
oversight to ensure the responsible, coordi-
nated, and ethical employment of data and 
artificial intelligence capabilities across De-
partment of Defense missions and oper-
ations. 

‘‘(ii) The council established pursuant to 
clause (i) shall be known as the ‘Chief Dig-
ital and Artificial Intelligence Officer Gov-

erning Council’ (in this paragraph the ‘Coun-
cil’). 

‘‘(B) MEMBERSHIP.—The Council shall be 
composed of the following: 

‘‘(i) Joint Staff J–6. 
‘‘(ii) The Under Secretary of Defense for 

Acquisition and Sustainment. 
‘‘(iii) The Under Secretary of Defense for 

Research and Evaluation. 
‘‘(iv) The Under Secretary of Defense for 

Intelligence and Security. 
‘‘(v) The Under Secretary of Defense for 

Policy. 
‘‘(vi) The Director of Cost Analysis and 

Program Evaluation. 
‘‘(vii) The Chief Information Officer of the 

Department. 
‘‘(viii) The Director of Administration and 

Management. 
‘‘(ix) The service acquisition executives of 

each of the military departments. 
‘‘(C) HEAD OF COUNCIL.—The Council shall 

be headed by the Chief Digital and Artificial 
Intelligence Officer of the Department. 

‘‘(D) MEETINGS.—The Council shall meet 
not less frequently than twice each fiscal 
year. 

‘‘(E) DUTIES OF COUNCIL.—The duties of the 
Council are as follows: 

‘‘(i) To streamline the organizational 
structure of the Department as it relates to 
artificial intelligence development, imple-
mentation, and oversight. 

‘‘(ii) To improve coordination on artificial 
intelligence governance with the defense in-
dustry sector. 

‘‘(iii) To establish and oversee artificial in-
telligence guidance on ethical requirements 
and protections for usage of artificial intel-
ligence supported by Department funding 
and reduces or mitigates instances of unin-
tended bias in artificial intelligence algo-
rithms. 

‘‘(iv) To identify, monitor, and periodically 
update appropriate recommendations for 
operational usage of artificial intelligence. 

‘‘(v) To review, as the head of the Council 
considers necessary, artificial intelligence 
program funding to ensure that any Depart-
ment investment in an artificial intelligence 
tool, system, or algorithm adheres to all De-
partment established policy related to artifi-
cial intelligence. 

‘‘(vi) To provide periodic status updates on 
the efforts of the Department to develop and 
implement artificial intelligence into exist-
ing Department programs and processes. 

‘‘(vii) To provide guidance on access and 
distribution restrictions relating to data, 
models, tool sets, or testing or validation in-
frastructure. 

‘‘(viii) to implement and oversee a data 
and artificial intelligence educational pro-
gram for the purpose of familiarizing the De-
partment at all levels on the applications of 
artificial intelligence in their operations. 

‘‘(ix) To implement and oversee a data de-
cree scorecard. 

‘‘(x) Such other duties as the Council de-
termines appropriate. 

‘‘(F) PERIODIC REPORTS.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2024 and not less frequently than 
once every 18 months thereafter, the Council 
shall submit to the Secretary and the con-
gressional defense committees a report on 
the activities of the Council during the pe-
riod covered by the report.’’. 

At the appropriate place in title VIII, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 8lll. MODIFICATIONS TO RIGHTS IN 

TECHNICAL DATA. 
Section 3771(b) of title 10, United States 

Code, is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (3)(C), by inserting ‘‘for 

which the United States shall have govern-
ment purpose rights, unless the Government 
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and the contractor negotiate different li-
cense rights’’ after ‘‘component)’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (4)(A)— 
(A) in clause (ii), by striking ‘‘; or’’ and in-

serting a semicolon; 
(B) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 

(iv); and 
(C) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-

lowing new clause (iii): 
‘‘(iii) is a release, disclosure, or use of de-

tailed manufacturing or process data— 
‘‘(I) that is necessary for operation, main-

tenance, installation, or training and shall 
be used only for operation, maintenance, in-
stallation, or training purposes supporting 
wartime operations or contingency oper-
ations; and 

‘‘(II) for which the head of an agency deter-
mines that the original supplier of such data 
will be unable to satisfy military readiness 
or operational requirements for such oper-
ations; or’’. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. INCREASE IN GOVERNMENTWIDE 

GOAL FOR PARTICIPATION IN FED-
ERAL CONTRACTS BY SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS OWNED AND CON-
TROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED 
VETERANS. 

Section 15(g)(1)(A)(ii) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 644(g)(1)(A)(ii)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘3 percent’’ and inserting ‘‘5 
percent’’. 

At the appropriate place in title I, insert 
the following: 
SEC. ll. SENSE OF SENATE ON PROCUREMENT 

OF OUTSTANDING F/A–18 SUPER 
HORNET PLATFORMS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that Con-
gress appropriated funds for twelve F/A–18 
Super Hornet platforms in fiscal year 2022 
and eight F/A–18 Super Hornet platforms in 
fiscal year 2023, but the Navy has yet to 
enter into any contracts for the procurement 
of such platforms. 

(b) SENSE OF SENATE.—It is the sense of the 
Senate that— 

(1) the Secretary of the Navy and the con-
tractor team should expeditiously enter into 
contractual agreements to procure the twen-
ty F/A–18 Super Hornet platforms for which 
funds have been appropriated; and 

(2) the Senate urges the Secretary of the 
Navy and the contractor team to comply 
with congressional intent and applicable law 
with appropriate expediency to bolster the 
Navy’s fleet of strike fighter aircraft and 
avoid further disruption to the defense in-
dustrial base. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. llll. CONDUCT OF WINTER SEASON RE-

CONNAISSANCE OF ATMOSPHERIC 
RIVERS IN THE WESTERN UNITED 
STATES. 

(a) CONDUCT OF RECONNAISSANCE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the 53rd Weather 
Reconnaissance Squadron of the Air Force 
Reserve Command and the Administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration may use aircraft, personnel, 
and equipment necessary to meet the mis-
sion requirements of the 53rd Weather Re-
connaissance Squadron of the Air Force Re-
serve Command and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration if those 
aircraft, personnel, and equipment are not 
otherwise needed for hurricane monitoring 
and response. 

(2) ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out paragraph 
(1), the 53rd Weather Reconnaissance Squad-
ron of the Air Force Reserve Command, in 
consultation with the Administrator of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and appropriate line offices of the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration, may— 

(A) improve the accuracy and timeliness of 
observations to support the forecast and 
warning services of the National Weather 
Service for the coasts of the United States; 

(B) collect data in data-sparse regions 
where conventional, upper-air observations 
are lacking; 

(C) support water management decisions 
and flood forecasting through the execution 
of targeted airborne dropsonde, buoys, au-
tonomous platform observations, satellite 
observations, remote sensing observations, 
and other observation platforms as appro-
priate, including enhanced assimilation of 
the data from those observations over the 
eastern, central, and western north Pacific 
Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, and the western 
Atlantic Ocean to improve forecasts of large 
storms for civil authorities and military de-
cision makers; 

(D) participate in the research and oper-
ations partnership that guides flight plan-
ning and uses research methods to improve 
and expand the capabilities and effectiveness 
of weather reconnaissance over time; and 

(E) undertake such other additional activi-
ties as the Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, in 
collaboration with the 53rd Weather Recon-
naissance Squadron, considers appropriate to 
further prediction of dangerous weather 
events. 

(b) REPORTS.— 
(1) AIR FORCE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of the Air Force, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a comprehensive report on the 
resources necessary for the 53rd Weather Re-
connaissance Squadron of the Air Force Re-
serve Command to continue to support, 
through December 31, 2035— 

(i) the National Hurricane Operations 
Plan; 

(ii) the National Winter Season Operations 
Plan; and 

(iii) any other operational requirements 
relating to weather reconnaissance. 

(B) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this paragraph, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’’ means— 

(i) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(ii) the Subcommittee on Defense of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 

(iii) the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation of the Senate; 

(iv) the Committee on Science, Space, and 
Technology of the House of Representatives; 

(v) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(vi) the Subcommittee on Defense of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives. 

(2) COMMERCE.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce shall submit to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Science, Space, and Technology of 
the House of Representatives a comprehen-
sive report on the resources necessary for 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration to continue to support, through 
December 31, 2035— 

(A) the National Hurricane Operations 
Plan; 

(B) the National Winter Season Operations 
Plan; and 

(C) any other operational requirements re-
lating to weather reconnaissance. 

At the appropriate place in subtitle B of 
title XV, insert the following: 

SEC. lll. MONITORING IRANIAN ENRICHMENT. 
(a) SIGNIFICANT ENRICHMENT ACTIVITY DE-

FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘significant 
enrichment activity’’ means— 

(1) any enrichment of any amount of ura-
nium–235 to a purity percentage that is 5 per-
cent higher than the purity percentage indi-
cated in the prior submission to Congress 
under subsection (b)(1); or 

(2) any enrichment of uranium–235 in a 
quantity exceeding 10 kilograms. 

(b) SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 48 hours 

after the Director of National Intelligence 
assesses that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has produced or possesses any amount of 
uranium–235 enriched to greater than 60 per-
cent purity or has engaged in significant en-
richment activity, the Director of National 
Intelligence shall submit to Congress such 
assessment, consistent with the protection 
of intelligence sources and methods. 

(2) DUPLICATION.—For any submission re-
quired by this subsection, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may rely upon existing 
products that reflect the current analytic 
judgment of the intelligence community, in-
cluding reports or products produced in re-
sponse to congressional mandate or requests 
from executive branch officials. 

At the appropriate place in title II, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 2ll. REVIEW OF ARTIFICIAL INTEL-

LIGENCE INVESTMENT. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Defense shall— 

(1) review the current investment into ap-
plications of artificial intelligence to the 
platforms, processes, and operations of the 
Department of Defense; and 

(2) categorize the types of artificial intel-
ligence investments by categories including 
but not limited to the following: 

(A) Automation. 
(B) Machine learning. 
(C) Autonomy. 
(D) Robotics. 
(E) Deep learning and neural network. 
(F) Natural language processing. 
(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 

120 days after the completion of the review 
and categorization required by subsection 
(a), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to 
the congressional defense committees a re-
port on— 

(1) the findings of the Secretary with re-
spect to the review and any action taken or 
proposed to be taken by the Secretary to ad-
dress such findings; and 

(2) an evaluation of how the findings of the 
Secretary align with stated strategies of the 
Department of Defense with regard to artifi-
cial intelligence and performance objectives 
established in the Department of Defense 
Data, Analytics, and Artificial Intelligence 
Adoption Strategy. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

TITLE lll—CONNECTING OCEANIA’S NA-
TIONS WITH VANGUARD EXERCISES 
AND NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT 

SEC. ll01. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited 

as the ‘‘Connecting Oceania’s Nations with 
Vanguard Exercises and National Empower-
ment’’ or the ‘‘CONVENE Act of 2023’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this title is as follows: 

TITLE lll—CONNECTING OCEANIA’S 
NATIONS WITH VANGUARD EXERCISES 
AND NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT 

Sec. ll01. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. ll02. Definitions. 
Sec. ll03. National security councils of 

specified countries. 
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SEC. ll02. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on Armed Services of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committees on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on Armed Services of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.— 
The term ‘‘congressional defense commit-
tees’’ has the meaning given such term in 
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code. 

(3) NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.—The term 
‘‘national security council’’ means, with re-
spect to a specified country, an intergovern-
mental body under the jurisdiction of the 
freely elected government of the specified 
country that acts as the primary coordi-
nating entity for security cooperation, dis-
aster response, and the activities described 
section 6103(f). 

(4) SPECIFIED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘speci-
fied country’’ means— 

(A) the Federated States of Micronesia; 
(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands; 

and 
(C) the Republic of Palau. 

SEC. ll03. NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCILS OF 
SPECIFIED COUNTRIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in consultation with other relevant Federal 
departments and agencies, as appropriate, 
may consult and engage with each specified 
country to advise and provide assistance to a 
national security council (including by de-
veloping a national security council, if ap-
propriate), or to identify a similar coordi-
nating body for national security matters, 
comprised of citizens of the specified coun-
try— 

(1) that enables the specified country— 
(A) to better coordinate with the United 

States Government, including the Armed 
Forces, as appropriate; 

(B) to increase cohesion on activities, in-
cluding emergency humanitarian response, 
law enforcement, and maritime security ac-
tivities; and 

(C) to provide trained professionals to 
serve as members of the committees of the 
specified country established under the ap-
plicable Compact of Free Association; and 

(2) for the purpose of enhancing resilience 
capabilities and protecting the people, infra-
structure, and territory of the specified 
country from malign actions. 

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Secretary of State, 
respecting the unique needs of each specified 
country, may seek to ensure that the na-
tional security council, or other identified 
coordinating body, of the specified country is 
composed of sufficient staff and members to 
enable the activities described in subsection 
(f). 

(c) ACCESS TO SENSITIVE INFORMATION.— 
The Secretary of State, with the concurrence 
of the Director of National Intelligence, may 
establish, as appropriate, for use by the 
members and staff of the national security 
council, or other identified coordinating 
body, of each specified country standards 
and a process for vetting and sharing sen-
sitive information. 

(d) STANDARDS FOR EQUIPMENT AND SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary of State may work with 
the national security council, or other iden-
tified coordinating body, of each specified 
country to ensure that— 

(1) the equipment and services used by the 
national security council or other identified 
coordinating body are compliant with secu-
rity standards so as to minimize the risk of 
cyberattacks or espionage; 

(2) the national security council or other 
identified coordinating body takes all rea-

sonable efforts not to procure or use sys-
tems, equipment, or software that originates 
from any entity identified under section 
1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116–283; 134 Stat. 
3965; 10 U.S.C. 113 note); and 

(3) to the extent practicable, the equip-
ment and services used by the national secu-
rity council or other identified coordinating 
body are interoperable with the equipment 
and services used by the national security 
councils, or other identified coordinating 
bodies, of the other specified countries. 

(e) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and annually thereafter for two years, the 
Secretary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that 
includes— 

(A) an assessment as to whether a national 
security council or a similar formal coordi-
nating body is helping or would help achieve 
the objectives described in subsection (a) at 
acceptable financial and opportunity cost; 

(B) a description of all actions taken by 
the United States Government to assist in 
the identification or maintenance of a na-
tional security council, or other identified 
coordinating body, in each specified country; 

(C) with respect to each specified country, 
an assessment as to whether— 

(i) the specified country has appropriately 
staffed its national security council or other 
identified coordinating body; and 

(ii) the extent to which the national secu-
rity council, or other identified coordinating 
body, of the specified country is capable of 
carrying out the activities described in sub-
section (f); 

(D) an assessment of— 
(i) any challenge to cooperation and co-

ordination with the national security coun-
cil, or other identified coordinating body, of 
any specified country; 

(ii) current efforts by the Secretary of 
State to coordinate with the specified coun-
tries on the activities described in sub-
section (f); and 

(iii) existing governmental entities within 
each specified country that are capable of 
supporting such activities; 

(E) a description of any challenge with re-
spect to— 

(i) the implementation of the national se-
curity council, or other identified coordi-
nating body, of any specified country; and 

(ii) the implementation of subsections (a) 
through (d); 

(F) an assessment of any attempt or cam-
paign by a malign actor to influence the po-
litical, security, or economic policy of a 
specified country, a member of a national se-
curity council or other identified coordi-
nating body, or an immediate family mem-
ber of such a member; and 

(G) any other matter the Secretary of 
State considers relevant. 

(2) FORM.—Each report required by para-
graph (1) may be submitted in unclassified 
form and may include a classified annex. 

(f) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—The activities 
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing: 

(1) HOMELAND SECURITY ACTIVITIES.— 
(A) Coordination of— 
(i) the prosecution and investigation of 

transnational criminal enterprises; 
(ii) responses to national emergencies, 

such as natural disasters; 
(iii) counterintelligence and counter-coer-

cion responses to foreign threats; and 
(iv) efforts to combat illegal, unreported, 

or unregulated fishing. 
(B) Coordination with United States Gov-

ernment officials on humanitarian response, 

military exercises, law enforcement, and 
other issues of security concern. 

(C) Identification and development of an 
existing governmental entity to support 
homeland defense and civil support activi-
ties. 

At the end of subtitle B of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1225. MODIFICATION OF ESTABLISHMENT 

OF COORDINATOR FOR DETAINED 
ISIS MEMBERS AND RELEVANT POP-
ULATIONS IN SYRIA. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, the Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, the Committee on 
Financial Services, the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence, and the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) ISIS MEMBER.—The term ‘‘ISIS mem-
ber’’ means a person who was part of, or sub-
stantially supported, the Islamic State in 
Iraq and Syria. 

(3) SENIOR COORDINATOR.—The term ‘‘Sen-
ior Coordinator’’ means the coordinator for 
detained ISIS members and relevant dis-
placed populations in Syria designated under 
subsection (a) of section 1224 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2020 (Public Law 116–92; 133 Stat. 1642), as 
amended by subsection (d). 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.— 
It is the sense of Congress that— 
(A) ISIS detainees held by the Syrian 

Democratic Forces and ISIS-affiliated indi-
viduals located within displaced persons 
camps in Syria pose a significant and grow-
ing humanitarian challenge and security 
threat to the region; 

(B) the vast majority of individuals held in 
displaced persons camps in Syria are women 
and children, approximately 50 percent of 
whom are under the age of 12 at the al-Hol 
camp, and they face significant threats of vi-
olence and radicalization, as well as lacking 
access to adequate sanitation and health 
care facilities; 

(C) there is an urgent need to seek a sus-
tainable solution to such camps through re-
patriation and reintegration of the inhab-
itants; 

(D) the United States should work closely 
with international allies and partners to fa-
cilitate the repatriation and reintegration 
efforts required to provide a long-term solu-
tion for such camps and prevent the resur-
gence of ISIS; and 

(E) if left unaddressed, such camps will 
continue to be drivers of instability that 
jeopardize the long-term prospects for peace 
and stability in the region. 

(c) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy 
of the United States that— 

(1) ISIS-affiliated individuals located with-
in displacement camps in Syria, and other 
inhabitants of displacement camps in Syria, 
be repatriated and, where appropriate, pros-
ecuted, or where possible, reintegrated into 
their country of origin, consistent with all 
relevant domestic laws and applicable inter-
national laws prohibiting refoulement; and 

(2) the camps will be closed as soon as is 
practicable. 

(d) MODIFICATION OF ESTABLISHMENT OF CO-
ORDINATOR FOR DETAINED ISIS MEMBERS AND 
RELEVANT DISPLACED POPULATIONS IN 
SYRIA.—Section 1224 of the National Defense 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3807 July 27, 2023 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Pub-
lic Law 116–92; 133 Stat. 1642) is amended— 

(1) by striking subsection (a); 
(2) by amending subsection (b) to read as 

follows: 

‘‘(a) DESIGNATION.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The President, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of Defense, the 
Secretary of State, the Director of National 
Intelligence, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
the Administrator of the United States 
Agency for International Development, and 
the Attorney General, shall designate an ex-
isting official to serve within the executive 
branch as senior-level coordinator to coordi-
nate, in conjunction with other relevant 
agencies, matters related to ISIS members 
who are in the custody of the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces and other relevant displaced 
populations in Syria, including— 

‘‘(A) by engaging foreign partners to sup-
port the repatriation and disposition of such 
individuals, including by encouraging for-
eign partners to repatriate, transfer, inves-
tigate, and prosecute such ISIS members, 
and share information; 

‘‘(B) coordination of all multilateral and 
international engagements led by the De-
partment of State and other agencies that 
are related to the current and future han-
dling, detention, and prosecution of such 
ISIS members; 

‘‘(C) the funding and coordination of the 
provision of technical and other assistance 
to foreign countries to aid in the successful 
investigation and prosecution of such ISIS 
members, as appropriate, in accordance with 
relevant domestic laws, international hu-
manitarian law, and other internationally 
recognized human rights and rule of law 
standards; 

‘‘(D) coordination of all multilateral and 
international engagements related to hu-
manitarian access and provision of basic 
services to, and freedom of movement and 
security and safe return of, displaced persons 
at camps or facilities in Syria that hold fam-
ily members of such ISIS members; 

‘‘(E) coordination with relevant agencies 
on matters described in this section; and 

‘‘(F) any other matter the President con-
siders relevant. 

‘‘(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—If, on the date 
of the enactment of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, an in-
dividual has already been designated, con-
sistent with the requirements and respon-
sibilities described in paragraph (1), the re-
quirements under that paragraph shall be 
considered to be satisfied with respect to 
such individual until the date on which such 
individual no longer serves as the Senior Co-
ordinator.’’; 

(3) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)’’; 

(4) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (b)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (a)’’; 

(5) in subsection (e), by striking ‘‘January 
31, 2021’’ and inserting ‘‘January 31, 2025’’; 

(6) in subsection (f)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-

graph (3); 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing new paragraph (2): 
‘‘(2) SENIOR COORDINATOR.—The term ‘Sen-

ior Coordinator’ means the individual des-
ignated under subsection (a).’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(4) RELEVANT AGENCIES.—The term ‘rel-
evant agencies’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Department of State; 
‘‘(B) the Department of Defense; 
‘‘(C) the Department of the Treasury; 
‘‘(D) the Department of Justice; 
‘‘(E) the United States Agency for Inter-

national Development; 

‘‘(F) the Office of the Director of National 
Intelligence; and 

‘‘(G) any other agency the President con-
siders relevant.’’; and 

(7) by redesignating subsections (c) 
through (f) as subsections (b) through (e), re-
spectively. 

(e) STRATEGY ON ISIS-RELATED DETAINEE 
AND DISPLACEMENT CAMPS IN SYRIA.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the Secretary of Defense, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Administrator of the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, and the Attorney General, shall sub-
mit to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress an interagency strategy with respect 
to ISIS-affiliated individuals and ISIS-re-
lated detainee and other displaced persons 
camps in Syria. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required by 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) methods to address— 
(i) disengagement from and prevention of 

recruitment into violence, violent extre-
mism, and other illicit activity in such 
camps; 

(ii) efforts to encourage and facilitate re-
patriation and, as appropriate, investigation 
and prosecution of foreign nationals from 
such camps, consistent with all relevant do-
mestic and applicable international laws; 

(iii) the return and reintegration of dis-
placed Syrian and Iraqi women and children 
into their communities of origin; 

(iv) international engagement to develop 
processes for repatriation and reintegration 
of foreign nationals from such camps; 

(v) contingency plans for the relocation of 
detained and displaced persons who are not 
able to be repatriated from such camps; 

(vi) efforts to improve the humanitarian 
conditions in such camps, including through 
the delivery of medicine, psychosocial sup-
port, clothing, education, and improved 
housing; and 

(vii) assessed humanitarian and security 
needs of all camps and detainment facilities 
based on prioritization of such camps and fa-
cilities most at risk of humanitarian crises, 
external attacks, or internal violence; 

(B) an assessment of— 
(i) rehabilitation centers in northeast 

Syria, including humanitarian conditions 
and processes for admittance and efforts to 
improve both humanitarian conditions and 
admittance processes for such centers and 
camps, as well as on the prevention of youth 
radicalization; and 

(ii) processes for being sent to, and re-
sources directed towards, rehabilitation cen-
ters and programs in countries that receive 
returned ISIS affiliated individuals, with a 
focus on the prevention of radicalization of 
minor children; 

(C) a plan to improve, in such camps— 
(i) security conditions, including by train-

ing of personnel and through construction; 
and 

(ii) humanitarian conditions; 
(D) a framework for measuring progress of 

humanitarian, security, and repatriation ef-
forts with the goal of closing such camps; 
and 

(E) any other matter the Secretary of 
State considers appropriate. 

(3) FORM.—The strategy required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may include a classified annex that 
is transmitted separately. 

(f) ANNUAL INTERAGENCY REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and not less frequently than annually there-
after through January 31, 2025, the Senior 
Coordinator, in coordination with the rel-

evant agencies, shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a detailed re-
port that includes the following: 

(A) A detailed description of the facilities 
and camps where detained ISIS members, 
and families with perceived ISIS affiliation, 
are being held and housed, including— 

(i) a description of the security and man-
agement of such facilities and camps; 

(ii) an assessment of resources required for 
the security of such facilities and camps; 

(iii) an assessment of the adherence by the 
operators of such facilities and camps to 
international humanitarian law standards; 
and 

(iv) an assessment of children held within 
such facilities and camps that may be used 
as part of smuggling operations to evade se-
curity at the facilities and camps. 

(B) A description of all efforts undertaken 
by, and the resources needed for, the United 
States Government to address deficits in the 
humanitarian environment and security of 
such facilities and camps. 

(C) A description of all multilateral and 
international engagements related to hu-
manitarian access and provision of basic 
services to, and freedom of movement and 
security and safe return of, displaced persons 
at camps or facilities in Iraq, Syria, and any 
other area affected by ISIS activity, includ-
ing a description of— 

(i) support for efforts by the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forces to facilitate the return and re-
integration of displaced people from Iraq and 
Syria; 

(ii) repatriation efforts with respect to dis-
placed women and children and male chil-
dren aging into adults while held in these fa-
cilities and camps; 

(iii) any current or future potential threat 
to United States national security interests 
posed by detained ISIS members or displaced 
families, including an analysis of the al-Hol 
camp and annexes; and 

(iv) United States Government plans and 
strategies to respond to any threat identified 
under clause (iii). 

(D) The number of individuals repatriated 
from the custody of the Syrian Democratic 
Forces. 

(E) An analysis of factors on the ground in 
Syria and Iraq that may result in the unin-
tended release of detained or displaced ISIS 
members, and an assessment of any meas-
ures available to mitigate such releases. 

(F) A detailed description of efforts to en-
courage the final disposition and security of 
detained or displaced ISIS members with 
other countries and international organiza-
tions. 

(G) A description of foreign repatriation 
and rehabilitation programs deemed success-
ful systems to model, and an analysis of the 
long-term results of such programs. 

(H) A description of the manner in which 
the United States Government commu-
nicates regarding repatriation and disposi-
tion efforts with the families of United 
States citizens believed to have been victims 
of a criminal act by a detained or displaced 
ISIS member, in accordance with section 
503(c) of the Victims’ Rights and Restitution 
Act of 1990 (34 U.S.C. 20141(c)) and section 
3771 of title 18, United States Code. 

(I) An analysis of all efforts between the 
United States and partner countries within 
the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS or other 
countries to share related information that 
may aid in resolving the final disposition of 
ISIS members, and any obstacles that may 
hinder such efforts. 

(J) Any other matter the Coordinator con-
siders appropriate. 

(2) FORM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form but may include a classified annex that 
is transmitted separately. 
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(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 

this section, or an amendment made by this 
section, may be construed— 

(1) to limit the authority of any Federal 
agency to independently carry out the au-
thorized functions of such agency; or 

(2) to impair or otherwise affect the activi-
ties performed by that agency as granted by 
law. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 

Subtitle lllll—CRYPTO ASSETS 
SEC. lll01. CRYPTO ASSET ANTI-MONEY LAUN-

DERING EXAMINATION STANDARDS. 
Not later than 2 years after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Con-
ference of State Bank Supervisors and Fed-
eral functional regulators, as defined in sec-
tion 1010.100 of title 31, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, shall establish a risk-focused exam-
ination and review process for financial in-
stitutions, as defined in that section, to as-
sess the following relating to crypto assets, 
as determined by the Secretary: 

(1) The adequacy of reporting obligations 
and anti-money laundering programs under 
subsections (g) and (h) of section 5318 of title 
31, United States Code, respectively as ap-
plied to those institutions. 

(2) Compliance of those institutions with 
anti-money laundering and countering the fi-
nancing of terrorism requirements under 
subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 31, United 
States Code. 
SEC. lll02. COMBATING ANONYMOUS CRYPTO 

ASSET TRANSACTIONS. 
Not later than 1 year after the date of en-

actment of this Act, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall submit a report and provide a 
briefing, as determined by the Secretary, to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing and 
Urban Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of 
Representatives that assess the following 
issues: 

(1) Categories of anonymity-enhancing 
technologies or services used in connection 
with crypto assets, such as mixers and tum-
blers, in use as of the date on which the re-
port is submitted. 

(2) As data are available, estimates of the 
magnitude of transactions related to the cat-
egories in paragraph (1) that are believed to 
be connected, directly or indirectly, to illicit 
finance, including crypto asset transaction 
volumes associated with sanctioned entities 
and entities subject to special measures pur-
suant to section 5318A of title 31, United 
States Code, and a description of any limita-
tions applicable to the data used in such es-
timates. 

(3) Categories of privacy-enhancing tech-
nologies or services used in connection with 
crypto assets in use as of the date on which 
the report is submitted. 

(4) Legislative and regulatory approaches 
employed by other jurisdictions relating to 
the technologies and services described in 
paragraphs (1) and (3). 

(5) Recommendations for legislation or 
regulation relating to the technologies and 
services described in paragraphs (1) and (3). 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 16ll. REQUIREMENT TO SUPPORT FOR 

CYBER EDUCATION AND WORK-
FORCE DEVELOPMENT AT INSTITU-
TIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense 
shall support the development of 
foundational expertise in critical cyber oper-
ational skills at institutions of higher learn-
ing, selected by the Secretary under sub-
section (b), for current and future members 
of the Armed Forces and civilian employees 
of the Department of Defense. 

(b) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select 
institutions of higher learning to receive 
support under subsection (a) from among in-
stitutions of higher learning that meet the 
following eligibility criteria: 

(1) The institution offers a program from 
beginning through advanced skill levels to 
provide future military and civilian leaders 
of the Armed Forces with operational cyber 
expertise. 

(2) The institution includes instruction and 
practical experiences that lead to recognized 
certifications and degrees in the cyber field. 

(3) The institution has and maintains an 
educational partnership with an active com-
ponent of the Armed Forces or a Department 
component designed to facilitate the devel-
opment of critical cyber skills for students 
who may pursue a military career. 

(4) The institution is located in close prox-
imity to a military installation with a cyber 
mission defined by the Department or the 
Armed Forces. 

(c) SUPPORT.—Under subsection (a), the 
Secretary shall provide, at a minimum, to 
each institution of higher learning selected 
by the Secretary under subsection (b) the 
following support for civilian and military 
leaders of the Department transitioning into 
cyber fields at the Department: 

(1) Expansion of cyber educational pro-
grams focused on enhancing such transition. 

(2) Hands-on cyber opportunities, including 
laboratories and security operations centers. 

(3) Direct financial assistance to civilian 
and military students at the Department to 
increase access to courses and hands-on op-
portunities under paragraphs (1) and (2). 

(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $10,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2024. 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1083. NATIONAL COLD WAR CENTER DES-

IGNATION. 
(a) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this section 

are— 
(1) to designate the museum located at 

Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base in Blythe-
ville, Arkansas, including its future and ex-
panded exhibits, collections, and educational 
programs, as a ‘‘National Cold War Center’’; 

(2) to recognize the preservation, mainte-
nance, and interpretation of the artifacts, 
documents, images, and history collected by 
the Center; 

(3) to enhance the knowledge of the Amer-
ican people of the experience of the United 
States during the Cold War years; and 

(4) to ensure that all future generations 
understand the sacrifices made to preserve 
freedom and democracy, and the benefits of 
peace for all future generations in the 21st 
century and beyond. 

(b) DESIGNATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The museum located at 

Blytheville/Eaker Air Force Base in Blythe-
ville, Arkansas, is designated as a ‘‘National 
Cold War Center’’. 

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this 
section shall preclude the designation of 
other national centers or museums in the 
United States interpreting the Cold War. 

(c) EFFECT OF DESIGNATION.—The National 
Cold War Center designated by this section is 
not a unit of the National Park System, and 
the designation of the center as a National 
Cold War Center shall not be construed to re-
quire or permit Federal funds to be expended 
for any purpose related to the designation 
made by this section. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. lll. SEMICONDUCTOR PROGRAM. 

Title XCIX of division H of the William M. 
(Mac) Thornberry National Defense Author-

ization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (15 U.S.C. 
4651 et seq.) is amended— 

(1) in section 9902 (15 U.S.C. 4652)— 
(A) by redesignating subsections (h) and (i) 

as subsections (i) and (j), respectively; and 
(B) by inserting after subsection (g) the 

following: 
‘‘(h) AUTHORITY RELATING TO ENVIRON-

MENTAL REVIEW.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, the provision by the 
Secretary of Federal financial assistance for 
a project described in this section that satis-
fies the requirements under subsection 
(a)(2)(C)(i) of this section shall not be consid-
ered to be a major Federal action under 
NEPA or an undertaking for the purposes of 
division A of subtitle III of title 54, United 
States Code, if— 

‘‘(A) the activity described in the applica-
tion for that project has commenced not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2024; 

‘‘(B) the Federal financial assistance pro-
vided is in the form of a loan or loan guar-
antee; or 

‘‘(C) the Federal financial assistance pro-
vided, excluding any loan or loan guarantee, 
comprises not more than 10 percent of the 
total estimated cost of the project. 

‘‘(2) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sub-
section may be construed as altering wheth-
er an activity described in subparagraph (A), 
(B), or (C) of paragraph (1) is considered to be 
a major Federal action under NEPA, or an 
undertaking under division A of subtitle III 
of title 54, United States Code, for a reason 
other than that the activity is eligible for 
Federal financial assistance provided under 
this section.’’; and 

(2) in section 9909 (15 U.S.C. 4659), by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘(c) LEAD FEDERAL AGENCY AND COOPER-
ATING AGENCIES.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘lead agency’ has the meaning given 
the term in section 111 of NEPA. 

‘‘(2) OPTION TO SERVE AS LEAD AGENCY.— 
With respect to a covered activity that is a 
major Federal action under NEPA, and with 
respect to which the Department of Com-
merce is authorized or required by law to 
issue an authorization or take action for or 
relating to that covered activity, the Depart-
ment of Commerce shall have the first right 
to serve as the lead agency with respect to 
that covered activity under NEPA. 

‘‘(d) CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT OF CATEGORICAL EXCLU-

SIONS.—Each of the following categorical ex-
clusions is established for the National Insti-
tute of Standards and Technology with re-
spect to a covered activity and, beginning on 
the date of enactment of this subsection, is 
available for use by the Secretary with re-
spect to a covered activity: 

‘‘(A) Categorical exclusion 17.04.d (relating 
to the acquisition of machinery and equip-
ment) in the document entitled ‘EDA Pro-
gram to Implement the National Environ-
mental Policy Act of 1969 and Other Federal 
Environmental Mandates As Required’ (Di-
rective No. 17.02-2; effective date October 14, 
1992). 

‘‘(B) Categorical exclusion A9 in Appendix 
A to subpart D of part 1021 of title 10, Code 
of Federal Regulations, or any successor reg-
ulation. 

‘‘(C) Categorical exclusions B1.24, B1.31, 
B2.5, and B5.1 in Appendix B to subpart D of 
part 1021 of title 10, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, or any successor regulation. 

‘‘(D) The categorical exclusions described 
in paragraphs (4) and (13) of section 50.19(b) 
of title 24, Code of Federal Regulations, or 
any successor regulation. 
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‘‘(E) Categorical exclusion (c)(1) in Appen-

dix B to part 651 of title 32, Code of Federal 
Regulations, or any successor regulation. 

‘‘(F) Categorical exclusions A2.3.8 and 
A2.3.14 in Appendix B to part 989 of title 32, 
Code of Federal Regulations, or any suc-
cessor regulation. 

‘‘(2) ADDITIONAL CATEGORICAL EXCLU-
SIONS.—Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, each of the following shall be treated 
as a category of action categorically ex-
cluded from the requirements relating to en-
vironmental assessments and environmental 
impact statements under section 1501.4 of 
title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, or any 
successor regulation: 

‘‘(A) The provision by the Secretary of any 
Federal financial assistance for a project de-
scribed in section 9902, if the facility that is 
the subject of the project is on or adjacent to 
a site— 

‘‘(i) that is owned or leased by the covered 
entity to which Federal financial assistance 
is provided for that project; and 

‘‘(ii) on which, as of the date on which the 
Secretary provides that Federal financial as-
sistance, substantially similar construction, 
expansion, or modernization is being or has 
been carried out, such that the facility 
would not more than double existing devel-
oped acreage or on-site supporting infra-
structure. 

‘‘(B) The provision by the Secretary of De-
fense of any Federal financial assistance re-
lating to— 

‘‘(i) the creation, expansion, or moderniza-
tion of one or more facilities described in the 
second sentence of section 9903(a)(1); or 

‘‘(ii) carrying out section 9903(b), as in ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this sub-
section. 

‘‘(C) Any activity undertaken by the Sec-
retary relating to carrying out section 9906, 
as in effect on the date of enactment of this 
subsection. 

‘‘(e) INCORPORATION OF PRIOR PLANNING DE-
CISIONS.— 

‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 
term ‘prior studies and decisions’ means 
baseline data, planning documents, studies, 
analyses, decisions, and documentation that 
a Federal agency has completed for a project 
(or that have been completed under the laws 
and procedures of a State or Indian Tribe), 
including for determining the reasonable 
range of alternatives for that project. 

‘‘(2) RELIANCE ON PRIOR STUDIES AND DECI-
SIONS.—In completing an environmental re-
view under NEPA for a covered activity, the 
Secretary may consider and, as appropriate, 
rely on or adopt prior studies and decisions, 
if the Secretary determines that— 

‘‘(A) those prior studies and decisions meet 
the standards for an adequate statement, as-
sessment, or determination under applicable 
procedures of the Department of Commerce 
implementing the requirements of NEPA; 

‘‘(B) in the case of prior studies and deci-
sions completed under the laws and proce-
dures of a State or Indian Tribe, those laws 
and procedures are of equal or greater rigor 
than those of each applicable Federal law, 
including NEPA, implementing procedures of 
the Department of Commerce; or 

‘‘(C) if applicable, the prior studies and de-
cisions are informed by other analysis or 
documentation that would have been pre-
pared if the prior studies and decisions were 
prepared by the Secretary under NEPA. 

‘‘(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED ACTIVITY.—The term ‘covered 

activity’ means any activity relating to the 
construction, expansion, or modernization of 
a facility, the investment in which is eligible 
for Federal financial assistance under sec-
tion 9902 or 9906. 

‘‘(2) NEPA.—The term ‘NEPA’ means the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.).’’. 
Viz: 

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert 
the following: 

Subtitle ll—WESTERN HEMISPHERE 
PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2023 

SEC. ll. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Western 

Hemisphere Partnership Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. ll. UNITED STATES POLICY IN THE WEST-

ERN HEMISPHERE. 
It is the policy of the United States to pro-

mote economic competitiveness, democratic 
governance, and security in the Western 
Hemisphere by— 

(1) encouraging stronger economic rela-
tions, respect for property rights, the rule of 
law, and enforceable investment rules and 
labor and environmental standards; 

(2) advancing the principles and practices 
expressed in the Charter of the Organization 
of American States, the American Declara-
tion on the Rights and Duties of Man, and 
the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and 

(3) enhancing the capacity and technical 
capabilities of democratic partner nation 
government institutions, including civilian 
law enforcement, the judiciary, attorneys 
general, and security forces. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING SECURITY AND THE RULE 

OF LAW IN THE WESTERN HEMI-
SPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should 
strengthen security cooperation with demo-
cratic partner nations in the Western Hemi-
sphere to promote a secure hemisphere and 
to address the negative impacts of 
transnational criminal organizations and 
malign external state actors. 

(b) COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS.—The Sec-
retary of State, in coordination with the 
heads of other relevant Federal agencies, 
should support the improvement of security 
conditions and the rule of law in the Western 
Hemisphere through collaborative efforts 
with democratic partners that— 

(1) enhance the institutional capacity and 
technical capabilities of defense and security 
institutions in democratic partner nations to 
conduct national or regional security mis-
sions, including through regular bilateral 
and multilateral engagements, foreign mili-
tary sales and financing, international mili-
tary education and training programs, ex-
panding the National Guard State Partner-
ship Programs, and other means; 

(2) provide technical assistance and mate-
rial support (including, as appropriate, ra-
dars, vessels, and communications equip-
ment) to relevant security forces to disrupt, 
degrade, and dismantle organizations in-
volved in the illicit trafficking of narcotics 
and precursor chemicals, transnational 
criminal activities, illicit mining, and ille-
gal, unreported, and unregulated fishing, and 
other illicit activities; 

(3) enhance the institutional capacity, le-
gitimacy, and technical capabilities of rel-
evant civilian law enforcement, attorneys 
general, and judicial institutions to— 

(A) strengthen the rule of law and trans-
parent governance; 

(B) combat corruption and kleptocracy in 
the region; and 

(C) improve regional cooperation to dis-
rupt, degrade, and dismantle transnational 
organized criminal networks and terrorist 
organizations, including through training, 
anticorruption initiatives, anti-money laun-
dering programs, and strengthening cyber 
capabilities and resources; 

(4) enhance port management and mari-
time security partnerships and airport man-
agement and aviation security partnerships 

to disrupt, degrade, and dismantle 
transnational criminal networks and facili-
tate the legitimate flow of people, goods, and 
services; 

(5) strengthen cooperation to improve bor-
der security across the Western Hemisphere, 
dismantle human smuggling and trafficking 
networks, and increase cooperation to de-
monstrably strengthen migration manage-
ment systems; 

(6) counter the malign influence of state 
and non-state actors and disinformation 
campaigns; 

(7) disrupt illicit domestic and 
transnational financial networks; 

(8) foster mechanisms for cooperation on 
emergency preparedness and rapid recovery 
from natural disasters, including by— 

(A) supporting regional preparedness, re-
covery, and emergency management centers 
to facilitate rapid response to survey and 
help maintain planning on regional disaster 
anticipated needs and possible resources; 

(B) training disaster recovery officials on 
latest techniques and lessons learned from 
United States experiences; 

(C) making available, preparing, and trans-
ferring on-hand nonlethal supplies, and pro-
viding training on the use of such supplies, 
for humanitarian or health purposes to re-
spond to unforeseen emergencies; and 

(D) conducting medical support operations 
and medical humanitarian missions, such as 
hospital ship deployments and base-oper-
ating services, to the extent required by the 
operation; 

(9) foster regional mechanisms for early 
warning and response to pandemics in the 
Western Hemisphere, including through— 

(A) improved cooperation with and re-
search by the United States Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention through re-
gional pandemic response centers; 

(B) personnel exchanges for technology 
transfer and skills development; and 

(C) surveying and mapping of health net-
works to build local health capacity; 

(10) promote the meaningful participation 
of women across all political processes, in-
cluding conflict prevention and conflict reso-
lution and post-conflict relief and recovery 
efforts; and 

(11) hold accountable actors that violate 
political and civil rights. 

(c) LIMITATIONS ON USE OF TECHNOLOGIES.— 
Operational technologies transferred pursu-
ant to subsection (b) to partner governments 
for intelligence, defense, or law enforcement 
purposes shall be used solely for the purposes 
for which the technology was intended. The 
United States shall take all necessary steps 
to ensure that the use of such operational 
technologies is consistent with United 
States law, including protections of freedom 
of expression, freedom of movement, and 
freedom of association. 

(d) STRATEGY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State, in coordination with 
the heads of other relevant Federal agencies, 
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations of the Senate and the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a 5-year strategy to promote security 
and the rule of law in the Western Hemi-
sphere in accordance to this section. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The strategy required 
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing elements: 

(A) A detailed assessment of the resources 
required to carry out such collaborative ef-
forts. 

(B) Annual benchmarks to track progress 
and obstacles in undertaking such collabo-
rative efforts. 

(C) A public diplomacy component to en-
gage the people of the Western Hemisphere 
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with the purpose of demonstrating that the 
security of their countries is enhanced to a 
greater extent through alignment with the 
United States and democratic values rather 
than with authoritarian countries such as 
the People’s Republic of China, the Russian 
Federation, and the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than 1 year after 
submission of the strategy required under 
paragraph (1), and annually thereafter, the 
Secretary of State shall provide to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives a briefing on the 
implementation of the strategy. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING DIGITALIZATION AND CY-

BERSECURITY IN THE WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should sup-
port digitalization and expand cybersecurity 
cooperation in the Western Hemisphere to 
promote regional economic prosperity and 
security. 

(b) PROMOTION OF DIGITALIZATION AND CY-
BERSECURITY.—The Secretary of State, in co-
ordination with the heads of other relevant 
Federal agencies, should promote digitaliza-
tion and cybersecurity in the Western Hemi-
sphere through collaborative efforts with 
democratic partners that— 

(1) promote digital connectivity and facili-
tate e-commerce by expanding access to in-
formation and communications technology 
(ICT) supply chains that adhere to high-qual-
ity security and reliability standards, in-
cluding— 

(A) to open market access on a national 
treatment, nondiscriminatory basis; and 

(B) to strengthen the cybersecurity and 
cyber resilience of partner countries; 

(2) advance the provision of digital govern-
ment services (e-government) that, to the 
greatest extent possible, promote trans-
parency, lower business costs, and expand 
citizens’ access to public services and public 
information; and 

(3) develop robust cybersecurity partner-
ships to— 

(A) promote the inclusion of components 
and architectures in information and com-
munications technology (ICT) supply chains 
from participants in initiatives that adhere 
to high-quality security and reliability 
standards; 

(B) share best practices to mitigate cyber 
threats to critical infrastructure from ICT 
architectures by technology providers that 
supply equipment and services covered under 
section 2 of the Secure and Trusted Commu-
nications Networks Act of 2019 (47 U.S.C. 
1601); 

(C) effectively respond to cybersecurity 
threats, including state-sponsored threats; 
and 

(D) to strengthen resilience against 
cyberattacks and cybercrime. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING ECONOMIC AND COMMER-

CIAL PARTNERSHIPS IN THE WEST-
ERN HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should en-
hance economic and commercial ties with 
democratic partners to promote prosperity 
in the Western Hemisphere by modernizing 
and strengthening trade capacity-building 
and trade facilitation initiatives, encour-
aging market-based economic reforms that 
enable inclusive economic growth, strength-
ening labor and environmental standards, 
addressing economic disparities of women, 
and encouraging transparency and adherence 
to the rule of law in investment dealings. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the United States Trade 
Representative, the Chief Executive Officer 
of the Development Finance Corporation, 
and the heads of other relevant Federal 

agencies, should support the improvement of 
economic conditions in the Western Hemi-
sphere through collaborative efforts with 
democratic partners that— 

(1) facilitate a more open, transparent, and 
competitive environment for United States 
businesses and promote robust and com-
prehensive trade capacity-building and trade 
facilitation by— 

(A) reducing trade and nontariff barriers 
between the countries in the region, estab-
lishing a mechanism for pursuing Mutual 
Recognition Agreements and Formalized 
Regulatory Cooperation Agreements in pri-
ority sectors of the economy; 

(B) establishing a forum for discussing and 
evaluating technical and other assistance 
needs to help establish streamlined ‘‘single 
window’’ processes to facilitate movement of 
goods and common customs arrangements 
and procedures to lower costs of goods in 
transit and speed to destination; 

(C) building relationships and exchanges 
between relevant regulatory bodies in the 
United States and democratic partners in 
the Western Hemisphere to promote best 
practices and transparency in rulemaking, 
implementation, and enforcement, and pro-
vide training and assistance to help improve 
supply chain management in the Western 
Hemisphere; 

(D) establishing regional fora for identi-
fying, raising, and addressing supply chain 
management issues, including infrastructure 
needs and strengthening of investment rules 
and regulatory frameworks; 

(E) establishing a dedicated program of 
trade missions and reverse trade missions to 
increase commercial contacts and ties be-
tween the United States and Western Hemi-
sphere partner countries; and 

(F) strengthening labor and environmental 
standards in the region; 

(2) establish frameworks or mechanisms to 
review and address the long-term financial 
sustainability and national security implica-
tions of foreign investments in strategic sec-
tors or services; 

(3) establish competitive and transparent 
infrastructure project selection and procure-
ment processes that promote transparency, 
open competition, financial sustainability, 
and robust adherence to global standards and 
norms; and 

(4) advance robust and comprehensive en-
ergy production and integration, including 
through a more open, transparent, and com-
petitive environment for United States com-
panies competing in the Western Hemi-
sphere, including by— 

(A) facilitating further development of in-
tegrated regional energy markets; 

(B) improving management of grids, in-
cluding technical capability to ensure the 
functionality, safe and responsible manage-
ment, and quality of service of electricity 
providers, carriers, and management and dis-
tribution systems; 

(C) facilitating private sector-led develop-
ment of reliable and affordable power gen-
eration capacity; 

(D) establishing a process for surveying 
grid capacity and management focused on 
identifying electricity service efficiencies 
and establishing cooperative mechanisms for 
providing technical assistance for— 

(i) grid management, power pricing, and 
tariff issues; 

(ii) establishing and maintaining appro-
priate regulatory best practices; and 

(iii) proposals to establish regional power 
grids for the purpose of promoting the sale of 
excess supply to consumers across borders; 

(E) assessing the viability and effective-
ness of decentralizing power production and 
transmission and building micro-grid power 
networks to improve, when feasible, access 
to electricity, particularly in rural and un-

derserved communities where centralized 
power grid connections may not be feasible 
in the short to medium term; and 

(F) exploring opportunities to partner with 
the private sector and multilateral institu-
tions, such as the World Bank and the Inter- 
American Development Bank, to promote 
universal access to reliable and affordable 
electricity in the Western Hemisphere. 
SEC. ll. PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY AND 

DEMOCRATIC GOVERNANCE IN THE 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE. 

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the United States should sup-
port efforts to strengthen the capacity and 
legitimacy of democratic institutions and in-
clusive processes in the Western Hemisphere 
to promote a more transparent, democratic, 
and prosperous region. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State, 
in coordination with the Administrator of 
the United States Agency for International 
Development and heads of other relevant 
Federal agencies, should support trans-
parent, accountable, and democratic govern-
ance in the Western Hemisphere through col-
laborative efforts with democratic partners 
that— 

(1) strengthen the capacity of national 
electoral institutions to ensure free, fair, 
and transparent electoral processes, includ-
ing through pre-election assessment mis-
sions, technical assistance, and independent 
local and international election monitoring 
and observation missions; 

(2) enhance the capabilities of democrat-
ically elected national legislatures, par-
liamentary bodies, and autonomous regu-
latory institutions to conduct oversight; 

(3) strengthen the capacity of subnational 
government institutions to govern in a 
transparent, accountable, and democratic 
manner, including through training and 
technical assistance; 

(4) combat corruption at local and national 
levels, including through trainings, coopera-
tion agreements, initiatives aimed at dis-
mantling corrupt networks, and political 
support for bilateral or multilateral 
anticorruption mechanisms that strengthen 
attorneys general and prosecutors’ offices; 

(5) strengthen the capacity of civil society 
to conduct oversight of government institu-
tions, build the capacity of independent pro-
fessional journalism, facilitate substantive 
dialogue with government and the private 
sector to generate issue-based policies, and 
mobilize local resources to carry out such 
activities; 

(6) promote the meaningful and significant 
participation of women in democratic proc-
esses, including in national and subnational 
government and civil society; and 

(7) support the creation of procedures for 
the Organization of American States (OAS) 
to create an annual forum for democratically 
elected national legislatures from OAS mem-
ber States to discuss issues of hemispheric 
importance, as expressed in section 4 of the 
Organization of American States Legislative 
Engagement Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–343). 
SEC. ll. INVESTMENT, TRADE, AND DEVELOP-

MENT IN AFRICA AND LATIN AMER-
ICA AND THE CARIBBEAN. 

(a) STRATEGY REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall estab-

lish a comprehensive United States strategy 
for public and private investment, trade, and 
development in Africa and Latin America 
and the Caribbean. 

(2) FOCUS OF STRATEGY.—The strategy re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall focus on in-
creasing exports of United States goods and 
services to Africa and Latin America and the 
Caribbean by 200 percent in real dollar value 
by the date that is 10 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act. 
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(3) CONSULTATIONS.—In developing the 

strategy required by paragraph (1), the Presi-
dent shall consult with— 

(A) Congress; 
(B) each agency that is a member of the 

Trade Promotion Coordinating Committee; 
(C) the relevant multilateral development 

banks, in coordination with the Secretary of 
the Treasury and the respective United 
States Executive Directors of such banks; 

(D) each agency that participates in the 
Trade Policy Staff Committee established; 

(E) the President’s Export Council; 
(F) each of the development agencies; 
(G) any other Federal agencies with re-

sponsibility for export promotion or financ-
ing and development; and 

(H) the private sector, including busi-
nesses, nongovernmental organizations, and 
African and Latin American and Caribbean 
diaspora groups. 

(4) SUBMISSION TO APPROPRIATE CONGRES-
SIONAL COMMITTEES.— 

(A) STRATEGY.—Not later than 200 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the President shall submit to Congress the 
strategy required by subsection (a). 

(B) PROGRESS REPORT.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the President shall submit to Congress 
a report on the implementation of the strat-
egy required by paragraph (1). 

(b) SPECIAL AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA AND 
THE CARIBBEAN EXPORT STRATEGY COORDINA-
TORS.—The Secretary of Commerce shall des-
ignate an individual within the Department 
of Commerce to serve as Special Africa Ex-
port Strategy Coordinator and an individual 
within the Department of Commerce to serve 
as Special Latin America and the Caribbean 
Export Strategy Coordinator— 

(1) to oversee the development and imple-
mentation of the strategy required by sub-
section (a); 

(2) to coordinate developing and imple-
menting the strategy with— 

(A) the Trade Promotion Coordinating 
Committee; 

(B) the Director General for the U.S. and 
Foreign Commercial Service and the Assist-
ant Secretary for Global Markets; 

(C) the Assistant United States Trade Rep-
resentative for African Affairs or the Assist-
ant United States Trade Representative for 
the Western Hemisphere, as appropriate; 

(D) the Assistant Secretary of State for Af-
rican Affairs or the Assistant Secretary of 
State for Western Hemisphere Affairs, as ap-
propriate; 

(E) the Foreign Agricultural Service of the 
Department of Agriculture; 

(F) the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States; 

(G) the United States International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation; and 

(H) the development agencies; and 
(3) considering and reflecting the impact of 

promotion of United States exports on the 
economy and employment opportunities of 
importing country, with a view to improving 
secure supply chains, avoiding economic dis-
ruptions, and stabilizing economic growth in 
a trade and export strategy. 

(c) TRADE MISSIONS TO AFRICA AND LATIN 
AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN.—It is the sense 
of Congress that, not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce and other high- 
level officials of the United States Govern-
ment with responsibility for export pro-
motion, financing, and development should 
conduct joint trade missions to Africa and to 
Latin America and the Caribbean. 

(d) TRAINING.—The President shall develop 
a plan— 

(1) to standardize the training received by 
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice officers, economic officers of the Depart-

ment of State, and economic officers of the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment with respect to the programs and 
procedures of the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States, the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation, 
the Small Business Administration, and the 
United States Trade and Development Agen-
cy; and 

(2) to ensure that, not later than one year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act— 

(A) all United States and Foreign Commer-
cial Service officers that are stationed over-
seas receive the training described in para-
graph (1); and 

(B) in the case of a country to which no 
United States and Foreign Commercial Serv-
ice officer is assigned, any economic officer 
of the Department of State stationed in that 
country receives that training. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on Finance, the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
and the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on Ways and Means, and the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) DEVELOPMENT AGENCIES.—The term ‘‘de-
velopment agencies’’ means the United 
States Department of State, the United 
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, the Millennium Challenge Corpora-
tion, the United States International Devel-
opment Finance Corporation, the United 
States Trade and Development Agency, the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 
and relevant multilateral development 
banks. 

(3) MULTILATERAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS.— 
The term ‘‘multilateral development banks’’ 
has the meaning given that term in section 
1701(c)(4) of the International Financial In-
stitutions Act (22 U.S.C. 262r(c)(4)) and in-
cludes the African Development Foundation. 

(4) TRADE POLICY STAFF COMMITTEE.—The 
term ‘‘Trade Policy Staff Committee’’ means 
the Trade Policy Staff Committee estab-
lished pursuant to section 2002.2 of title 15, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(5) TRADE PROMOTION COORDINATING COM-
MITTEE.—The term ‘‘Trade Promotion Co-
ordinating Committee’’ means the Trade 
Promotion Coordinating Committee estab-
lished under section 2312 of the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4727). 

(6) UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN COMMERCIAL 
SERVICE.—The term ‘‘United States and For-
eign Commercial Service’’ means the United 
States and Foreign Commercial Service es-
tablished by section 2301 of the Export En-
hancement Act of 1988 (15 U.S.C. 4721). 
SEC. ll. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PRIORITIZING 

NOMINATION AND CONFIRMATION 
OF QUALIFIED AMBASSADORS. 

It is the sense of Congress that it is criti-
cally important that both the President and 
the Senate play their respective roles to 
nominate and confirm qualified ambassadors 
as quickly as possible. 
SEC. ll. WESTERN HEMISPHERE DEFINED. 

In this subtitle, the term ‘‘Western Hemi-
sphere’’ does not include Cuba, Nicaragua, or 
Venezuela. 
SEC. ll. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO CAPTURE 

AND DETAIN UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS AS HOSTAGES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall submit to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 

the House of Representatives a report on ef-
forts by the Maduro regime of Venezuela to 
detain United States citizens and lawful per-
manent residents. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include, regarding the ar-
rest, capture, detainment, and imprisonment 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents— 

(1) the names, positions, and institutional 
affiliation of Venezuelan individuals, or 
those acting on their behalf, who have en-
gaged in such activities; 

(2) a description of any role played by 
transnational criminal organizations, and an 
identification of such organizations; and 

(3) where relevant, an assessment of wheth-
er and how United States citizens and lawful 
permanent residents have been lured to Ven-
ezuela. 

(c) FORM.—The report required under sub-
section (a) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but shall include a classified annex, 
which shall include a list of the total number 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents detained or imprisoned in 
Venezuela as of the date on which the report 
is submitted. 

At the appropriate place in title XVI, in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 16ll. IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO 

CYBER PROTECTION SUPPORT FOR 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE PER-
SONNEL IN POSITIONS HIGHLY VUL-
NERABLE TO CYBER ATTACK. 

Section 1645 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public 
Law 114–328; 10 U.S.C. 2224 note) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (1)— 
(i) by inserting ‘‘and personal accounts’’ 

after ‘‘personal technology devices’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘and shall provide such 

support to any such personnel who request 
the support’’ after ‘‘in paragraph (2)’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2)(B), by inserting ‘‘or 
personal accounts’’ after ‘‘personal tech-
nology devices’’; 

(2) in subsection (c)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or per-

sonal accounts’’ after ‘‘personal technology 
devices’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and net-
works’’ and inserting ‘‘, personal networks, 
and personal accounts’’; and 

(3) by striking subsections (d) and (e) and 
inserting the following new subsection (d): 

‘‘(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) The term ‘personal accounts’ means 

accounts for online and telecommunications 
services, including telephone, residential 
internet access, email, text and multimedia 
messaging, cloud computing, social media, 
health care, and financial services, used by 
Department of Defense personnel outside of 
the scope of their employment with the De-
partment. 

‘‘(2) The term ‘personal technology devices 
’ means technology devices used by Depart-
ment of Defense personnel outside of the 
scope of their employment with the Depart-
ment and includes networks to which such 
devices connect.’’. 
SEC. 16ll. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REPORT 

ON EFFORTS TO PROTECT PER-
SONAL INFORMATION OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE PERSONNEL 
FROM EXPLOITATION BY FOREIGN 
ADVERSARIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall brief the appropriate congressional 
committees on Department of Defense ef-
forts to protect personal information of its 
personnel from exploitation by foreign ad-
versaries. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The briefing required under 
subsection (a) shall include any observations 
on the following elements: 
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(1) An assessment of efforts by the Depart-

ment of Defense to protect the personal in-
formation, including location data generated 
by smart phones, of members of the Armed 
Forces, civilian employees of the Depart-
ment of Defense, veterans, and their families 
from exploitation by foreign adversaries. 

(2) Recommendations to improve Depart-
ment of Defense policies and programs to 
meaningfully address this threat. 

(c) REPORT.—The Comptroller General 
shall publish on its website an unclassified 
report, which may contain a classified annex 
submitted to the congressional defense and 
intelligence committees, on the elements de-
scribed in subsection (b) at a time mutually 
agreed upon. 

(d) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—In this section, the term ‘‘appropriate 
congressional committees’’ means— 

(1) the congressional defense committees; 
(2) the Select Committee on Intelligence of 

the Senate; and 
(3) the Permanent Select Committee on In-

telligence of the House of Representatives. 
Viz: 

At the end of subtitle F of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1063. ENSURING RELIABLE SUPPLY OF CRIT-

ICAL MINERALS. 
(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 

Congress that— 
(1) the People’s Republic of China’s domi-

nant share of the global minerals market is 
a threat to the economic stability, well 
being, and competitiveness of key industries 
in the United States; 

(2) the United States should reduce reli-
ance on the People’s Republic of China for 
critical minerals through— 

(A) strategic investments in development 
projects, production technologies, and refin-
ing facilities in the United States; and 

(B) in partnership with strategic allies of 
the United States that are reliable trading 
partners, including members of the Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue; and 

(3) the United States Trade Representative 
should initiate multilateral talks among the 
countries of the Quadrilateral Security Dia-
logue to promote shared investment and de-
velopment of critical minerals. 

(b) REPORT REQUIRED.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the United States Trade Representative, in 
consultation with the officials specified in 
paragraph (3), shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a report on 
the work of the Trade Representative to ad-
dress the national security threat posed by 
the People’s Republic of China’s control of 
nearly 2⁄3 of the global supply of critical min-
erals. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by 
paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) a description of the extent of the en-
gagement of the United States with the 
other countries of the Quadrilateral Security 
Dialogue to promote shared investment and 
development of critical minerals during the 
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and ending on the date of 
the report; and 

(B) a description of the plans of the Presi-
dent to leverage the partnership of the coun-
tries of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue 
to produce a more reliable and secure global 
supply chain of critical minerals. 

(3) OFFICIALS SPECIFIED.—The officials 
specified in this paragraph are the following: 

(A) The Secretary of Commerce. 
(B) The Chief Executive Officer of the 

United States International Development Fi-
nance Corporation. 

(C) The Secretary of Energy. 
(D) The Director of the United States Geo-

logical Survey. 

(4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term 
‘‘appropriate congressional committees’’ 
means— 

(A) the Committee on Finance and the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Ways and Means and 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce of 
the House of Representatives. 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1083. PROHIBITION OF DEMAND FOR BRIBE. 

Section 201 of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(4) the term ‘foreign official’ means— 
‘‘(A)(i) any official or employee of a foreign 

government or any department, agency, or 
instrumentality thereof; or 

‘‘(ii) any senior foreign political figure, as 
defined in section 1010.605 of title 31, Code of 
Federal Regulations, or any successor regu-
lation; 

‘‘(B) any official or employee of a public 
international organization; 

‘‘(C) any person acting in an official capac-
ity for or on behalf of— 

‘‘(i) a government, department, agency, or 
instrumentality described in subparagraph 
(A)(i); or 

‘‘(ii) a public international organization; or 
‘‘(D) any person acting in an unofficial ca-

pacity for or on behalf of— 
‘‘(i) a government, department, agency, or 

instrumentality described in subparagraph 
(A)(i); or 

‘‘(ii) a public international organization; 
and 

‘‘(5) the term ‘public international organi-
zation’ means— 

‘‘(A) an organization that is designated by 
Executive order pursuant to section 1 of the 
International Organizations Immunities Act 
(22 U.S.C. 288); or 

‘‘(B) any other international organization 
that is designated by the President by Exec-
utive order for the purposes of this section, 
effective as of the date of publication of such 
order in the Federal Register.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(f) PROHIBITION OF DEMAND FOR A BRIBE.— 
‘‘(1) OFFENSE.—It shall be unlawful for any 

foreign official or person selected to be a for-
eign official to corruptly demand, seek, re-
ceive, accept, or agree to receive or accept, 
directly or indirectly, anything of value per-
sonally or for any other person or non-
governmental entity, by making use of the 
mails or any means or instrumentality of 
interstate commerce, from any person (as 
defined in section 104A of the Foreign Cor-
rupt Practices Act of 1977 (15 U.S.C. 78dd–3), 
except that that definition shall be applied 
without regard to whether the person is an 
offender) while in the territory of the United 
States, from an issuer (as defined in section 
3(a) of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 
(15 U.S.C. 78c(a))), or from a domestic con-
cern (as defined in section 104 of the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act of 1977 (15 U.S.C. 78dd– 
2)), in return for— 

‘‘(A) being influenced in the performance 
of any official act; 

‘‘(B) being induced to do or omit to do any 
act in violation of the official duty of such 
foreign official or person; or 

‘‘(C) conferring any improper advantage, 
in connection with obtaining or retaining 
business for or with, or directing business to, 
any person. 

‘‘(2) PENALTIES.—Any person who violates 
paragraph (1) shall be fined not more than 

$250,000 or 3 times the monetary equivalent 
of the thing of value, imprisoned for not 
more than 15 years, or both. 

‘‘(3) JURISDICTION.—An offense under para-
graph (1) shall be subject to extraterritorial 
Federal jurisdiction. 

‘‘(4) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of the Foreign Extor-
tion Prevention Act, and annually there-
after, the Attorney General, in consultation 
with the Secretary of State as relevant, shall 
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary 
and the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committee on the Judici-
ary and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives, and post on 
the publicly available website of the Depart-
ment of Justice, a report— 

‘‘(A) focusing, in part, on demands by for-
eign officials for bribes from entities domi-
ciled or incorporated in the United States, 
and the efforts of foreign governments to 
prosecute such cases; 

‘‘(B) addressing United States diplomatic 
efforts to protect entities domiciled or incor-
porated in the United States from foreign 
bribery, and the effectiveness of those efforts 
in protecting such entities; 

‘‘(C) summarizing major actions taken 
under this section in the previous year, in-
cluding enforcement actions taken and pen-
alties imposed; 

‘‘(D) evaluating the effectiveness of the De-
partment of Justice in enforcing this sec-
tion; and 

‘‘(E) detailing what resources or legislative 
action the Department of Justice needs to 
ensure adequate enforcement of this section. 

‘‘(5) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—This sub-
section shall not be construed as encom-
passing conduct that would violate section 
30A of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 
U.S.C. 78dd–1) or section 104 or 104A of the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act of 1977 (15 
U.S.C. 78dd–2; 15 U.S.C. 78dd–3) whether pur-
suant to a theory of direct liability, con-
spiracy, complicity, or otherwise.’’. 

At the appropriate place in title III, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 3ll. MODIFICATIONS TO MILITARY AVIA-

TION AND INSTALLATION ASSUR-
ANCE CLEARINGHOUSE FOR REVIEW 
OF MISSION OBSTRUCTIONS. 

(a) PROJECTS PROPOSED WITHIN TWO NAU-
TICAL MILES OF ANY ACTIVE INTERCONTI-
NENTAL BALLISTIC MISSILE LAUNCH FACILITY 
OR CONTROL CENTER.—Section 183a of title 10, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subsection (d)(2)— 
(A) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘or 

any active intercontinental ballistic missile 
launch facility or control center’’ after 
‘‘military training routes’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘or a 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense’’ and in-
serting ‘‘a Deputy Under Secretary of De-
fense, or, in the case of a geographic area of 
concern related to an active intercontinental 
ballistic missile launch facility or control 
center, the Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Energy, Installations, and Environment’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (e)(1)— 
(A) in the first sentence— 
(i) by striking ‘‘The Secretary’’ and insert-

ing ‘‘(A) The Secretary’’; and 
(ii) by inserting ‘‘or antenna structure 

project’’ after ‘‘energy project’’; 
(B) in the second sentence, by striking 

‘‘The Secretary of Defense’s finding of unac-
ceptable risk to national security’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(C) Any finding of unacceptable risk to 
national security by the Secretary of De-
fense under this paragraph’’; and 

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (A), as 
designated by subparagraph (A)(i) of this 
paragraph, the following new subparagraph: 
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‘‘(B)(i) In the case of any energy project or 

antenna structure project with proposed 
structures more than 200 feet above ground 
level located within two nautical miles of an 
active intercontinental ballistic missile 
launch facility or control center, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall issue a finding of un-
acceptable risk to national security for such 
project if the mitigation actions identified 
pursuant to this section do not include re-
moval of all such proposed structures from 
such project after receiving notice of pre-
sumed risk from the Clearinghouse under 
subsection (c)(2). 

‘‘(ii) Clause (i) does not apply to structures 
approved before the date of the enactment of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2024 or to structures that are re- 
powered with updated technology in the 
same location as previously approved struc-
tures.’’. 

(b) INCLUSION OF ANTENNA STRUCTURE 
PROJECTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Such section is further 
amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘or antenna structure 
projects’’ after ‘‘energy projects’’ each place 
it appears; and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or antenna structure 
project’’ after ‘‘energy project’’ each place it 
appears (except for subsections (e)(1) and 
(h)(2)). 

(2) ANTENNA STRUCTURE PROJECT DEFINED.— 
Section 183a(h) of such title is amended— 

(A) by redesignating paragraphs (2) 
through (9) as paragraphs (3) through (10), re-
spectively; and 

(B) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(2) The term ‘antenna structure project’— 
‘‘(A) means a project to construct a struc-

ture located within two nautical miles of 
any intercontinental ballistic missile launch 
facility or control center that is constructed 
or used to transmit radio energy or that is 
constructed or used for the primary purpose 
of supporting antennas to transmit or re-
ceive radio energy (or both), and any anten-
nas and other appurtenances mounted on the 
structure, from the time construction of the 
supporting structure begins until such time 
as the supporting structure is dismantled; 
and 

‘‘(B) does not include any project in sup-
port of or required by an intercontinental 
ballistic missile launch facility or control 
center.’’. 

At the appropriate place in title X, insert 
the following: 
SEC. 10ll. STUDIES AND REPORTS ON TREAT-

MENT OF SERVICE OF CERTAIN 
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WHO SERVED IN FEMALE CULTURAL 
SUPPORT TEAMS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) In 2010, the Commander of United 
States Special Operations Command estab-
lished the Cultural Support Team Program 
to overcome significant intelligence gaps 
during the Global War on Terror. 

(2) From 2010 through 2021, approximately 
310 female members, from every Armed 
Force, passed and were selected as members 
of female cultural support teams, and de-
ployed with special operations forces. 

(3) Members of female cultural support 
teams served honorably, demonstrated com-
mendable courage, overcame such intel-
ligence gaps, engaged in direct action, and 
suffered casualties during the Global War on 
Terror. 

(4) The Federal Government has a duty to 
recognize members and veterans of female 
cultural support teams who volunteered to 
join the Armed Forces, to undergo arduous 
training for covered service, and to execute 
dangerous and classified missions in the 
course of such covered service. 

(5) Members who performed covered service 
have sought treatment from the Department 
of Veterans Affairs for traumatic brain inju-
ries, post-traumatic stress, and disabling 
physical trauma incurred in the course of 
such covered service, but have been denied 
such care. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the Sense of 
Congress that— 

(1) individuals who performed covered serv-
ice performed exceptional service to the 
United States; and 

(2) the Secretary of Defense should ensure 
that the performance of covered service is 
included in the military service record of 
each individual who performed covered serv-
ice so that those with service-connected in-
juries can receive proper care and benefits 
for their service. 

(c) SECRETARY OF DEFENSE STUDY AND RE-
PORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31, 
2024, the Secretary of Defense shall— 

(A) carry out a study on the treatment of 
covered service for purposes of retired pay 
under laws administered by the Secretary; 
and 

(B) submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a report on the findings of the 
Secretary with respect to the study carried 
out under paragraph (1). 

(2) LIST.—The report submitted under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall include a list of each 
individual who performed covered service 
whose military service record should be 
modified on account of covered service. 

(d) SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 
STUDY AND REPORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than March 31, 
2024, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
shall— 

(A) carry out a study on the treatment of 
covered service for purposes of compensation 
under laws administered by the Secretary; 
and 

(B) submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a report on the findings of the 
Secretary with respect to the study carried 
out under paragraph (1). 

(2) CONTENTS.—The report submitted under 
paragraph (1)(B) shall include the following: 

(A) A list of each veteran who performed 
covered service whose claim for disability 
compensation under a law administered by 
the Secretary was denied due to the inability 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs to de-
termine the injury was service-connected. 

(B) An estimate of the cost that would be 
incurred by the Department to provide vet-
erans described in subparagraph (A) with the 
health care and benefits they are entitled to 
under the laws administered by the Sec-
retary on account of their covered service. 

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED SERVICE.—The term ‘‘covered 
service’’ means service— 

(A) as a member of the Armed Forces; 
(B) in a female cultural support team; 
(C) with the personnel development skill 

identifier of R2J or 5DK, or any other valida-
tion methods, such as valid sworn state-
ments, officer and enlisted performance eval-
uations, training certificates, or records of 
an award from completion of tour with a cul-
tural support team; and 

(D) during the period beginning on January 
1, 2010, and ending on August 31, 2021. 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 

SEC. 1083. GLOBAL COOPERATIVE FRAMEWORK 
TO END HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES IN 
SOURCING CRITICAL MINERALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall seek to convene a meeting of foreign 
leaders to establish a multilateral frame-
work to end human rights abuses, including 
the exploitation of forced labor and child 
labor, related to the mining and sourcing of 
critical minerals. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall lead the development of an an-
nual global report on the implementation of 
the framework under subsection (a), includ-
ing progress and recommendations to fully 
end human rights abuses, including the ex-
ploitation of forced labor and child labor, re-
lated to the extraction of critical minerals 
around the world. 

(c) CONSULTATIONS.—The Secretary shall 
consult closely on a timely basis with the 
following with respect to developing and im-
plementing the framework under subsection 
(a): 

(1) The Forced Labor Enforcement Task 
Force established under section 741 of the 
United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
Implementation Act (19 U.S.C. 4681). 

(2) Congress. 
(d) RELATIONSHIP TO UNITED STATES LAW.— 

Nothing in the framework under subsection 
(a) shall be construed— 

(1) to amend or modify any law of the 
United States; or 

(2) to limit any authority conferred under 
any law of the United States. 

(e) EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES TRANSPARENCY 
INITIATIVE AND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE 
DODD-FRANK WALL STREET REFORM AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall— 

(1) affect the authority of the President to 
take any action to join and subsequently 
comply with the terms and obligations of the 
Extractive Industries Transparency Initia-
tive (EITI); or 

(2) affect section 1502 of the Dodd-Frank 
Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protec-
tion Act (15 U.S.C. 78m note), or subsection 
(q) of section 13 of the Securities Exchange 
Act of 1934 (15 U.S.C. 78m), as added by sec-
tion 1504 of the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Re-
form and Consumer Protection Act (Public 
Law 111–203; 124 Stat. 2220), or any rule pre-
scribed under either such section. 

(f) CRITICAL MINERAL DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘‘critical mineral’’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 7002(a) of 
the Energy Act of 2020 (30 U.S.C. 1606(a)). 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
SEC. ll. AMENDMENTS TO CONTRACTING AU-

THORITY FOR CERTAIN SMALL BUSI-
NESS CONCERNS. 

(a) SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVAN-
TAGED SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS.—Section 
8(a)(1)(D)(i)(II) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 637(a)(1)(D)(i)(II)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘(or $10,000,000, in the case 
of a Department of Defense contract, as ad-
justed for inflation by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulatory Council under section 1.109 
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation)’’ 
after ‘‘$7,000,000’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘(or $8,000,000, in the case 
of a Department of Defense contract, as ad-
justed for inflation by the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulatory Council under section 1.109 
of the Federal Acquisition Regulation)’’ 
after ‘‘$3,000,000’’. 

(b) CERTAIN SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS 
OWNED AND CONTROLLED BY WOMEN.—Section 
8(m) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C.637(m)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (7)(B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘(or 

$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
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the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$7,000,000’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$4,000,000’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (8)(B)— 
(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘(or 

$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$7,000,000’’; and 

(B) in clause (ii), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$4,000,000’’. 

(c) QUALIFIED HUBZONE SMALL BUSINESS 
CONCERNS.—Section 31(c)(2)(A)(ii) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
657a(c)(2)(A)(ii)) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (I), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$7,000,000’’; and 

(2) in subclause (II), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$3,000,000’’. 

(d) SMALL BUSINESS CONCERNS OWNED AND 
CONTROLLED BY SERVICE-DISABLED VET-
ERANS.—Section 36(c)(2) of the Small Busi-
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 657f(c)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$10,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$7,000,000’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting ‘‘(or 
$8,000,000, in the case of a Department of De-
fense contract, as adjusted for inflation by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council 
under section 1.109 of the Federal Acquisi-
tion Regulation)’’ after ‘‘$3,000,000’’. 

(e) CERTAIN VETERAN-OWNED CONCERNS.— 
Section 8127(c) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘$5,000,000’’ and 
inserting ‘‘the dollar thresholds under sec-
tion 36(c)(2) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 657f(c)(2))’’. 

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add 
the following: 
SEC. 1299L. LEGAL PREPAREDNESS FOR 

SERVICEMEMBERS ABROAD. 
(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than De-

cember 31, 2024, the Secretary of State, in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Defense, 
shall— 

(1) review the 10 largest foreign countries 
by United States Armed Forces presence and 
evaluate local legal systems, protections af-
forded by bilateral agreements between the 
United States and countries being evaluated, 
and how the rights and privileges afforded 
under such agreements may differ from 
United States law; and 

(2) brief the Committee on Armed Services 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Armed Services and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate on the find-
ings of the review. 

(b) TRAINING REQUIRED.—The Secretary of 
Defense shall review and improve as nec-
essary training and educational materials 
for members of the Armed Forces, their 
spouses, and dependents, as appropriate, who 
are stationed in a country reviewed pursuant 

to subsection (a)(1) regarding relevant for-
eign laws, how such foreign laws may differ 
from the laws of the United States, and the 
rights of accused in common scenarios under 
such foreign laws. 

(c) TRANSLATION STANDARDS AND READI-
NESS.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordi-
nation with the Secretary of State, shall re-
view foreign language standards for 
servicemembers and employees of the De-
partment of Defense and Department of 
State who are responsible for providing for-
eign language translation services in situa-
tions involving foreign law enforcement 
where a servicemember may be being de-
tained, to ensure such persons maintain an 
appropriate proficiency in the legal termi-
nology and meaning of essential terms in a 
relevant language. 

At the end of title X of division A, add the 
following: 

Subtitle H—Combating Cartels on Social 
Media Act of 2023 

SEC. 1091. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Com-

bating Cartels on Social Media Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 1092. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the 
House of Representatives. 

(2) COVERED OPERATOR.—The term ‘‘covered 
operator’’ means the operator, developer, or 
publisher of a covered service. 

(3) COVERED SERVICE.—The term ‘‘covered 
service’’ means— 

(A) a social media platform; 
(B) a mobile or desktop service with direct 

or group messaging capabilities, but not in-
cluding text messaging services without 
other substantial social functionalities or 
electronic mail services, that the Secretary 
of Homeland Security determines is being or 
has been used by transnational criminal or-
ganizations in connection with matters de-
scribed in section 1093; and 

(C) a digital platform, or an electronic ap-
plication utilizing the digital platform, in-
volving real-time interactive communication 
between multiple individuals, including 
multi-player gaming services and immersive 
technology platforms or applications, that 
the Secretary of Homeland Security deter-
mines is being or has been used by 
transnational criminal organizations in con-
nection with matters described in section 
1093. 

(4) CRIMINAL ENTERPRISE.—The term 
‘‘criminal enterprise’’ has the meaning given 
the term ‘‘continuing criminal enterprise’’ in 
section 408 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 848). 

(5) ILLICIT ACTIVITIES.—The term ‘‘illicit 
activities’’ means the following criminal ac-
tivities that transcend national borders: 

(A) A violation of section 401 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 841). 

(B) Narcotics trafficking, as defined in sec-
tion 808 of the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin 
Designation Act (21 U.S.C. 1907). 

(C) Trafficking of weapons, as defined in 
section 922 of title 18, United States Code. 

(D) Migrant smuggling, defined as a viola-
tion of section 274(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1324(a)(1)(A)(ii)). 

(E) Human trafficking, defined as— 
(i) a violation of section 1590, 1591, or 1592 

of title 18, United States Code; or 
(ii) engaging in severe forms of trafficking 

in persons, as defined in section 103 of the 

Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protec-
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

(F) Cyber crime, defined as a violation of 
section 1030 of title 18, United States Code. 

(G) A violation of any provision that is 
subject to intellectual property enforcement, 
as defined in section 302 of the Prioritizing 
Resources and Organization for Intellectual 
Property Act of 2008 (15 U.S.C. 8112). 

(H) Bulk cash smuggling of currency, de-
fined as a violation of section 5332 of title 31, 
United States Code. 

(I) Laundering the proceeds of the criminal 
activities described in subparagraphs (A) 
through (H). 

(6) TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL ORGANIZA-
TION.—The term ‘‘transnational criminal or-
ganization’’ means groups, networks, and as-
sociated individuals who operate 
transnationally for the purposes of obtaining 
power, influence, or monetary or commercial 
gain, wholly or in part by certain illegal 
means, while advancing their activities 
through a pattern of crime, corruption, or vi-
olence, and while protecting their illegal ac-
tivities through a transnational organiza-
tional structure and the exploitation of pub-
lic corruption or transnational logistics, fi-
nancial, or communication mechanisms. 
SEC. 1093. ASSESSMENT OF ILLICIT USAGE. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security and the Secretary of 
State shall submit to the appropriate con-
gressional committees a joint assessment de-
scribing— 

(1) the use of covered services by 
transnational criminal organizations, or 
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of 
transnational criminal organizations, to en-
gage in recruitment efforts, including the re-
cruitment of individuals, including individ-
uals under the age of 18, located in the 
United States to engage in or provide sup-
port with respect to illicit activities occur-
ring in the United States, Mexico, or other-
wise in proximity to an international bound-
ary of the United States; 

(2) the use of covered services by 
transnational criminal organizations to en-
gage in illicit activities or conduct in sup-
port of illicit activities, including— 

(A) smuggling or trafficking involving nar-
cotics, other controlled substances, precur-
sors thereof, or other items prohibited under 
the laws of the United States, Mexico, or an-
other relevant jurisdiction, including fire-
arms; 

(B) human smuggling or trafficking, in-
cluding the exploitation of children; and 

(C) transportation of bulk currency or 
monetary instruments in furtherance of 
smuggling activity; and 

(3) the existing efforts of the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, the Secretary of State, 
and relevant government and law enforce-
ment entities to counter, monitor, or other-
wise respond to the usage of covered services 
described in paragraphs (1) and (2). 
SEC. 1094. STRATEGY TO COMBAT CARTEL RE-

CRUITMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA AND 
ONLINE PLATFORMS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate congressional committees a joint 
strategy, to be known as the National Strat-
egy to Combat Illicit Recruitment Activity 
by Transnational Criminal Organizations on 
Social Media and Online Platforms, to com-
bat the use of covered services by 
transnational criminal organizations, or 
criminal enterprises acting on behalf of 
transnational criminal organizations, to re-
cruit individuals located in the United 
States to engage in or provide support with 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3815 July 27, 2023 
respect to illicit activities occurring in the 
United States, Mexico, or otherwise in prox-
imity to an international boundary of the 
United States. 

(b) ELEMENTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The strategy required 

under subsection (a) shall, at a minimum, in-
clude the following: 

(A) A proposal to improve cooperation and 
thereafter maintain cooperation between the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec-
retary of State, and relevant law enforce-
ment entities with respect to the matters de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(B) Recommendations to implement a 
process for the voluntary reporting of infor-
mation regarding the recruitment efforts of 
transnational criminal organizations in the 
United States involving covered services. 

(C) A proposal to improve 
intragovernmental coordination with respect 
to the matters described in subsection (a), 
including between the Department of Home-
land Security, the Department of State, and 
State, Tribal, and local governments. 

(D) A proposal to improve coordination 
within the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Department of State and be-
tween the components of those Departments 
with respect to the matters described in sub-
section (a). 

(E) Activities to facilitate increased intel-
ligence analysis for law enforcement pur-
poses of efforts of transnational criminal or-
ganizations to utilize covered services for re-
cruitment to engage in or provide support 
with respect to illicit activities. 

(F) Activities to foster international part-
nerships and enhance collaboration with for-
eign governments and, as applicable, multi-
lateral institutions with respect to the mat-
ters described in subsection (a). 

(G) Activities to specifically increase en-
gagement and outreach with youth in border 
communities, including regarding the re-
cruitment tactics of transnational criminal 
organizations and the consequences of par-
ticipation in illicit activities. 

(H) A detailed description of the measures 
used to ensure— 

(i) law enforcement and intelligence activi-
ties focus on the recruitment activities of 
transitional criminal organizations not indi-
viduals the transnational criminal organiza-
tions attempt to or successfully recruit; and 

(ii) the privacy rights, civil rights, and 
civil liberties protections in carrying out the 
activities described in clause (i), with a par-
ticular focus on the protections in place to 
protect minors and constitutionally pro-
tected activities. 

(2) LIMITATION.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall not include legis-
lative recommendations or elements predi-
cated on the passage of legislation that is 
not enacted as of the date on which the 
strategy is submitted under subsection (a). 

(c) CONSULTATION.—In drafting and imple-
menting the strategy required under sub-
section (a), the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Secretary of State shall, at a 
minimum, consult and engage with— 

(1) the heads of relevant components of the 
Department of Homeland Security, includ-
ing— 

(A) the Under Secretary for Intelligence 
and Analysis; 

(B) the Under Secretary for Strategy, Pol-
icy, and Plans; 

(C) the Under Secretary for Science and 
Technology; 

(D) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection; 

(E) the Director of U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement; 

(F) the Officer for Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties; 

(G) the Privacy Officer; and 

(H) the Assistant Secretary of the Office 
for State and Local Law Enforcement; 

(2) the heads of relevant components of the 
Department of State, including— 

(A) the Assistant Secretary for Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs; 

(B) the Assistant Secretary for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs; and 

(C) the Coordinator of the Global Engage-
ment Center; 

(3) the Attorney General; 
(4) the Secretary of Health and Human 

Services; and 
(5) the Secretary of Education; and 
(6) as selected by the Secretary of Home-

land Security, or his or her designee in the 
Office of Public Engagement, representatives 
of border communities, including representa-
tives of— 

(A) State, Tribal, and local governments, 
including school districts and local law en-
forcement; and 

(B) nongovernmental experts in the fields 
of— 

(i) civil rights and civil liberties; 
(ii) online privacy; 
(iii) humanitarian assistance for migrants; 

and 
(iv) youth outreach and rehabilitation. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is submitted to the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State shall commence implementa-
tion of the strategy. 

(2) REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is implemented under 
paragraph (1), and semiannually thereafter 
for 5 years, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the Secretary of State shall submit 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
a joint report describing the efforts of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security and the Sec-
retary of State to implement the strategy 
required under subsection (a) and the 
progress of those efforts, which shall include 
a description of— 

(i) the recommendations, and cor-
responding implementation of those rec-
ommendations, with respect to the matters 
described in subsection (b)(1)(B); 

(ii) the interagency posture with respect to 
the matters covered by the strategy required 
under subsection (a), which shall include a 
description of collaboration between the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Secretary 
of State, other Federal entities, State, local, 
and Tribal entities, and foreign govern-
ments; and 

(iii) the threat landscape, including new 
developments related to the United States 
recruitment efforts of transnational crimi-
nal organizations and the use by those orga-
nizations of new or emergent covered serv-
ices and recruitment methods. 

(B) FORM.—Each report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified 
annex. 

(3) CIVIL RIGHTS, CIVIL LIBERTIES, AND PRI-
VACY ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date on which the strategy required 
under subsection (a) is implemented under 
paragraph (1), the Office for Civil Rights and 
Civil Liberties and the Privacy Office of the 
Department of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees a joint report that includes— 

(A) a detailed assessment of the measures 
used to ensure the protection of civil rights, 
civil liberties, and privacy rights in carrying 
out this section; and 

(B) recommendations to improve the im-
plementation of the strategy required under 
subsection (a). 

(4) RULEMAKING.—Prior to implementation 
of the strategy required under subsection (a) 
at the Department of Homeland Security, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
issue rules to carry out this section in ac-
cordance with section 553 of title 5, United 
States Code. 
SEC. 1095. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this subtitle shall be construed 
to expand the statutory law enforcement or 
regulatory authority of the Department of 
Homeland Security or the Department of 
State. 
SEC. 1096. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this subtitle. 

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the 
following: 
SEC. 1083. READMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR 

SERVICEMEMBERS. 
Section 484C(a) of the Higher Education 

Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1091c(a)) is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘‘(a) DEFINITION OF SERVICE IN THE UNI-
FORMED SERVICES.—In this section, the term 
‘service in the uniformed services’ means 
service (whether voluntary or involuntary) 
on active duty in the Armed Forces, includ-
ing such service by a member of the National 
Guard or Reserve.’’ 

At the end, add the following: 
DIVISION I—COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND 

SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 
TITLE LXIX—FEDERAL DATA AND 

INFORMATION SECURITY 
Subtitle A—Federal Data Center 

Enhancement Act of 2023 
SEC. 11001. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 
Data Center Enhancement Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11002. FEDERAL DATA CENTER CONSOLIDA-

TION INITIATIVE AMENDMENTS. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-

lowing: 
(1) The statutory authorization for the 

Federal Data Center Optimization Initiative 
under section 834 of the Carl Levin and How-
ard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (44 
U.S.C. 3601 note; Public Law 113–291) expired 
at the end of fiscal year 2022. 

(2) The expiration of the authorization de-
scribed in paragraph (1) presents Congress 
with an opportunity to review the objectives 
of the Federal Data Center Optimization Ini-
tiative to ensure that the initiative is meet-
ing the current needs of the Federal Govern-
ment. 

(3) The initial focus of the Federal Data 
Center Optimization Initiative, which was to 
consolidate data centers and create new effi-
ciencies, has resulted in, since 2010— 

(A) the consolidation of more than 6,000 
Federal data centers; and 

(B) cost savings and avoidance of 
$5,800,000,000. 

(4) The need of the Federal Government for 
access to data and data processing systems 
has evolved since the date of enactment in 
2014 of subtitle D of title VIII of the Carl 
Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2015. 

(5) Federal agencies and employees in-
volved in mission critical functions increas-
ingly need reliable access to secure, reliable, 
and protected facilities to house mission 
critical data and data operations to meet the 
immediate needs of the people of the United 
States. 

(6) As of the date of enactment of this sub-
title, there is a growing need for Federal 
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agencies to use data centers and cloud appli-
cations that meet high standards for cyber-
security, resiliency, and availability. 

(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW DATA 
CENTERS.—Section 834 of the Carl Levin and 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (44 
U.S.C. 3601 note; Public Law 113–291) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking para-
graphs (3) and (4) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(3) NEW DATA CENTER.—The term ‘new 
data center’ means— 

‘‘(A)(i) a data center or a portion thereof 
that is owned, operated, or maintained by a 
covered agency; or 

‘‘(ii) to the extent practicable, a data cen-
ter or portion thereof— 

‘‘(I) that is owned, operated, or maintained 
by a contractor on behalf of a covered agen-
cy on the date on which the contract be-
tween the covered agency and the contractor 
expires; and 

‘‘(II) with respect to which the covered 
agency extends the contract, or enters into a 
new contract, with the contractor; and 

‘‘(B) on or after the date that is 180 days 
after the date of enactment of the Federal 
Data Center Enhancement Act of 2023, a data 
center or portion thereof that is— 

‘‘(i) established; or 
‘‘(ii) substantially upgraded or expanded.’’; 
(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(b) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW 

DATA CENTERS.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of the Federal 
Data Center Enhancement Act of 2023, the 
Administrator shall establish minimum re-
quirements for new data centers in consulta-
tion with the Administrator of General Serv-
ices and the Federal Chief Information Offi-
cers Council. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The minimum require-

ments established under paragraph (1) shall 
include requirements relating to— 

‘‘(i) the availability of new data centers; 
‘‘(ii) the use of new data centers; 
‘‘(iii) uptime percentage; 
‘‘(iv) protections against power failures, in-

cluding on-site energy generation and access 
to multiple transmission paths; 

‘‘(v) protections against physical intru-
sions and natural disasters; 

‘‘(vi) information security protections re-
quired by subchapter II of chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code, and other applicable 
law and policy; and 

‘‘(vii) any other requirements the Adminis-
trator determines appropriate. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—In establishing the 
requirements described in subparagraph 
(A)(vi), the Administrator shall consult with 
the Director of the Cybersecurity and Infra-
structure Security Agency and the National 
Cyber Director. 

‘‘(3) INCORPORATION OF MINIMUM REQUIRE-
MENTS INTO CURRENT DATA CENTERS.—As soon 
as practicable, and in any case not later than 
90 days after the Administrator establishes 
the minimum requirements pursuant to 
paragraph (1), the Administrator shall issue 
guidance to ensure, as appropriate, that cov-
ered agencies incorporate the minimum re-
quirements established under that paragraph 
into the operations of any data center of a 
covered agency existing as of the date of en-
actment of the Federal Data Center En-
hancement Act of 2023. 

‘‘(4) REVIEW OF REQUIREMENTS.—The Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the Admin-
istrator of General Services and the Federal 
Chief Information Officers Council, shall re-
view, update, and modify the minimum re-
quirements established under paragraph (1), 
as necessary. 

‘‘(5) REPORT ON NEW DATA CENTERS.—During 
the development and planning lifecycle of a 
new data center, if the head of a covered 
agency determines that the covered agency 
is likely to make a management or financial 
decision relating to any data center, the 
head of the covered agency shall— 

‘‘(A) notify— 
‘‘(i) the Administrator; 
‘‘(ii) Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 
‘‘(iii) Committee on Oversight and Ac-

countability of the House of Representatives; 
and 

‘‘(B) describe in the notification with suffi-
cient detail how the covered agency intends 
to comply with the minimum requirements 
established under paragraph (1). 

‘‘(6) USE OF TECHNOLOGY.—In determining 
whether to establish or continue to operate 
an existing data center, the head of a cov-
ered agency shall— 

‘‘(A) regularly assess the application port-
folio of the covered agency and ensure that 
each at-risk legacy application is updated, 
replaced, or modernized, as appropriate, to 
take advantage of modern technologies; and 

‘‘(B) prioritize and, to the greatest extent 
possible, leverage commercial cloud environ-
ments rather than acquiring, overseeing, or 
managing custom data center infrastructure. 

‘‘(7) PUBLIC WEBSITE.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 

maintain a public-facing website that in-
cludes information, data, and explanatory 
statements relating to the compliance of 
covered agencies with the requirements of 
this section. 

‘‘(B) PROCESSES AND PROCEDURES.—In 
maintaining the website described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) ensure covered agencies regularly, and 
not less frequently than biannually, update 
the information, data, and explanatory 
statements posed on the website, pursuant to 
guidance issued by the Administrator, relat-
ing to any new data centers and, as appro-
priate, each existing data center of the cov-
ered agency; and 

‘‘(ii) ensure that all information, data, and 
explanatory statements on the website are 
maintained as open Government data as-
sets.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c), by striking paragraph 
(1) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The head of a covered 
agency shall oversee and manage the data 
center portfolio and the information tech-
nology strategy of the covered agency in ac-
cordance with Federal cybersecurity guide-
lines and directives, including— 

‘‘(A) information security standards and 
guidelines promulgated by the Director of 
the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology; 

‘‘(B) applicable requirements and guidance 
issued by the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget pursuant to section 3614 
of title 44, United States Code; and 

‘‘(C) directives issued by the Secretary of 
Homeland Security under section 3553 of 
title 44, United States Code.’’. 

(c) EXTENSION OF SUNSET.—Section 834(e) of 
the Carl Levin and Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ 
McKeon National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2015 (44 U.S.C. 3601 note; Pub-
lic Law 113–291) is amended by striking 
‘‘2022’’ and inserting ‘‘2026’’. 

(d) GAO REVIEW.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
title, and annually thereafter, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall re-
view, verify, and audit the compliance of 
covered agencies with the minimum require-
ments established pursuant to section 
834(b)(1) of the Carl Levin and Howard P. 
‘‘Buck’’ McKeon National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (44 U.S.C. 

3601 note; Public Law 113–291) for new data 
centers and subsection (b)(3) of that section 
for existing data centers, as appropriate. 

TITLE LXX—STEMMING THE FLOW OF 
ILLICIT NARCOTICS 

Subtitle A—Enhancing DHS Drug Seizures 
Act 

SEC. 11101. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Enhanc-
ing DHS Drug Seizures Act’’. 

SEC. 11102. COORDINATION AND INFORMATION 
SHARING. 

(a) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.— 
(1) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall de-
velop a strategy to strengthen existing and 
establish new public-private partnerships 
with shipping, chemical, and pharmaceutical 
industries to assist with early detection and 
interdiction of illicit drugs and precursor 
chemicals. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The strategy required under 
paragraph (1) shall contain goals and objec-
tives for employees of the Department of 
Homeland Security to ensure the tactics, 
techniques, and procedures gained from the 
public-private partnerships described in 
paragraph (1) are included in policies, best 
practices, and training for the Department. 

(3) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than 
180 days after developing the strategy re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall develop an imple-
mentation plan for the strategy, which shall 
outline departmental lead and support roles, 
responsibilities, programs, and timelines for 
accomplishing the goals and objectives of 
the strategy. 

(4) BRIEFING.—The Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall provide annual briefings to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives regarding the 
progress made in addressing the implementa-
tion plan developed pursuant to paragraph 
(3). 

(b) ASSESSMENT OF DRUG TASK FORCES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall conduct an assessment of 
the counterdrug task forces in which the De-
partment of Homeland Security, including 
components of the Department, participates 
in or leads, which shall include— 

(A) areas of potential overlap; 
(B) opportunities for sharing information 

and best practices; 
(C) how the Department’s processes for en-

suring accountability and transparency in 
its vetting and oversight of partner agency 
task force members align with best prac-
tices; and 

(D) corrective action plans for any capa-
bility limitations and deficient or negative 
findings identified in the report for any such 
task forces led by the Department. 

(2) COORDINATION.—In conducting the as-
sessment required under paragraph (1), with 
respect to counterdrug task forces that in-
clude foreign partners, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall coordinate with the 
Secretary of State. 

(3) REPORT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub-
mit a report to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs of the 
Senate and the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity of the House of Representatives that 
contains a summary of the results of the as-
sessment conducted pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 
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(B) FOREIGN PARTNERS.—If the report sub-

mitted under subparagraph (A) includes in-
formation about counterdrug forces that in-
clude foreign partners, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall submit the report 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives. 

(4) CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security shall— 

(A) implement the corrective action plans 
described in paragraph (1)(D) immediately 
after the submission of the report pursuant 
to paragraph (2); and 

(B) provide annual briefings to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of 
Representatives regarding the progress made 
in implementing the corrective action plans. 

(c) COMBINATION OF BRIEFINGS.—The Sec-
retary of Homeland Security may combine 
the briefings required under subsections 
(a)(4) and (b)(3)(B) and provide such com-
bined briefings through fiscal year 2026. 
SEC. 11103. DANGER PAY FOR DEPARTMENT OF 

HOMELAND SECURITY PERSONNEL 
DEPLOYED ABROAD. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle H of title VIII of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
451 et seq.) is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 881 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 881A. DANGER PAY ALLOWANCE. 

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZATION.—An employee of the 
Department, while stationed in a foreign 
area, may be granted a danger pay allow-
ance, not to exceed 35 percent of the basic 
pay of such employee, for any period during 
which such foreign area experiences a civil 
insurrection, a civil war, ongoing terrorist 
acts, or wartime conditions that threaten 
physical harm or imminent danger to the 
health or well-being of such employee. 

‘‘(b) NOTICE.—Before granting or termi-
nating a danger pay allowance to any em-
ployee pursuant to subsection (a), the Sec-
retary, after consultation with the Secretary 
of State, shall notify the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, the Committee on For-
eign Relations of the Senate, the Committee 
on Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives of— 

‘‘(1) the intent to make such payments and 
the circumstances justifying such payments; 
or 

‘‘(2) the intent to terminate such payments 
and the circumstances justifying such termi-
nation.’’. 
SEC. 11104. IMPROVING TRAINING TO FOREIGN- 

VETTED LAW ENFORCEMENT OR NA-
TIONAL SECURITY UNITS. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security, or 
the designee of the Secretary, may, with the 
concurrence of the Secretary of State, pro-
vide training to foreign-vetted law enforce-
ment or national security units and may 
waive reimbursement for salary expenses of 
such Department of Homeland Security per-
sonnel, in accordance with an agreement 
with the Department of Defense pursuant to 
section 1535 of title 31, United States Code. 
SEC. 11105. ENHANCING THE OPERATIONS OF U.S. 

CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

Section 411(f) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(f)) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) PERMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Employees of U.S. Cus-

toms and Border Protection and other cus-
toms officers designated in accordance with 
the authorities granted to officers and 

agents of Air and Marine Operations may, 
with the concurrence of the Secretary of 
State, provide the support described in sub-
paragraph (B) to authorities of the govern-
ment of a foreign country if an arrangement 
has been entered into between the Govern-
ment of the United States and the govern-
ment of such country that permits such sup-
port by such employees and officers. 

‘‘(B) SUPPORT DESCRIBED.—The support de-
scribed in this subparagraph is support for— 

‘‘(i) the monitoring, locating, tracking, 
and deterrence of— 

‘‘(I) illegal drugs to the United States; 
‘‘(II) the illicit smuggling of persons and 

goods into the United States; 
‘‘(III) terrorist threats to the United 

States; and 
‘‘(IV) other threats to the security or econ-

omy of the United States; 
‘‘(ii) emergency humanitarian efforts; and 
‘‘(iii) law enforcement capacity-building 

efforts. 
‘‘(C) PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses (ii) 

and (iv), the Secretary, with the concurrence 
of the Secretary of State, may expend funds 
that have been appropriated or otherwise 
made available for the operating expenses of 
the Department to pay claims for money 
damages against the United States, in ac-
cordance with the first paragraph of section 
2672 of title 28, United States Code, which 
arise in a foreign country in connection with 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection oper-
ations in such country. 

‘‘(ii) SUBMISSION DEADLINE.—A claim may 
be allowed under clause (i) only if it is pre-
sented not later than 2 years after it accrues. 

‘‘(iii) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date on which the expenditure authority 
under clause (i) expires pursuant to clause 
(iv), the Secretary shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of 
Representatives that describes, for each of 
the payments made pursuant to clause (i)— 

‘‘(I) the foreign entity that received such 
payment; 

‘‘(II) the amount paid to such foreign enti-
ty; 

‘‘(III) the country in which such foreign en-
tity resides or has its principal place of busi-
ness; and 

‘‘(IV) a detailed account of the cir-
cumstances justify such payment. 

‘‘(iv) SUNSET.—The expenditure authority 
under clause (i) shall expire on the date that 
is 5 years after the date of the enactment of 
the Enhancing DHS Drug Seizures Act.’’. 
SEC. 11106. DRUG SEIZURE DATA IMPROVEMENT. 

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall con-
duct a study to identify any opportunities 
for improving drug seizure data collection. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study required under 
subsection (a) shall— 

(1) include a survey of the entities that use 
drug seizure data; and 

(2) address— 
(A) any additional data fields or drug type 

categories that should be added to U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s SEACATS, 
U.S. Border Patrol’s e3 portal, and any other 
systems deemed appropriate by the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion, in accordance with the first rec-
ommendation in the Government Account-
ability Office’s report GAO-22-104725, entitled 
‘‘Border Security: CBP Could Improve How 
It Categorizes Drug Seizure Data and Evalu-
ates Training’’; 

(B) how all the Department of Homeland 
Security components that collect drug sei-

zure data can standardize their data collec-
tion efforts and deconflict drug seizure re-
porting; 

(C) how the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity can better identify, collect, and analyze 
additional data on precursor chemicals, syn-
thetic drugs, novel psychoactive substances, 
and analogues that have been seized by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection and U.S. Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement; and 

(D) how the Department of Homeland Se-
curity can improve its model of anticipated 
drug flow into the United States. 

(c) IMPLEMENTATION OF FINDINGS.—Fol-
lowing the completion of the study required 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
accordance with the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy’s 2022 National Drug Control 
Strategy, shall modify Department of Home-
land Security drug seizure policies and train-
ing programs, as appropriate, consistent 
with the findings of such study; and 

(2) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, in consultation with the 
Director of U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement, shall make any necessary up-
dates to relevant systems to include the re-
sults of confirmatory drug testing results. 
SEC. 11107. DRUG PERFORMANCE MEASURES. 

Not later than 180 days after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall develop and imple-
ment a plan to ensure that components of 
the Department of Homeland Security de-
velop and maintain outcome-based perform-
ance measures that adequately assess the 
success of drug interdiction efforts and how 
to utilize the existing drug-related metrics 
and performance measures to achieve the 
missions, goals, and targets of the Depart-
ment. 
SEC. 11108. PENALTIES FOR HINDERING IMMI-

GRATION, BORDER, AND CUSTOMS 
CONTROLS. 

(a) PERSONNEL AND STRUCTURES.—Title II 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1151 et seq.) is amended by inserting 
after section 274D the following: 
‘‘SECTION 274E. DESTROYING OR EVADING BOR-

DER CONTROLS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful to 

knowingly and without lawful authoriza-
tion— 

‘‘(1)(A) destroy or significantly damage 
any fence, barrier, sensor, camera, or other 
physical or electronic device deployed by the 
Federal Government to control an inter-
national border of, or a port of entry to, the 
United States; or 

‘‘(B) otherwise construct, excavate, or 
make any structure intended to defeat, cir-
cumvent or evade such a fence, barrier, sen-
sor camera, or other physical or electronic 
device deployed by the Federal Government 
to control an international border of, or a 
port of entry to, the United States; and 

‘‘(2) in carrying out an act described in 
paragraph (1), have the intent to knowingly 
and willfully— 

‘‘(A) secure a financial gain; 
‘‘(B) further the objectives of a criminal 

organization; and 
‘‘(C) violate— 
‘‘(i) section 274(a)(1)(A)(i); 
‘‘(ii) the customs and trade laws of the 

United States (as defined in section 2(4) of 
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act of 2015 (Public Law 114–125)); 

‘‘(iii) any other Federal law relating to 
transporting controlled substances, agri-
culture, or monetary instruments into the 
United States; or 

‘‘(iv) any Federal law relating to border 
controls measures of the United States. 

‘‘(b) PENALTY.—Any person who violates 
subsection (a) shall be fined under title 18, 
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United States Code, imprisoned for not more 
than 5 years, or both.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents for the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 et seq.) is amended by 
inserting after the item relating to section 
274D the following: 
‘‘Sec. 274E. Destroying or evading border 

controls.’’. 
Subtitle B—Non-Intrusive Inspection 

Expansion Act 
SEC. 11111. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Non-In-
trusive Inspection Expansion Act’’. 
SEC. 11112. USE OF NON-INTRUSIVE INSPECTION 

SYSTEMS AT LAND PORTS OF ENTRY. 
(a) FISCAL YEAR 2026.—Using non-intrusive 

inspection systems acquired through pre-
vious appropriations Acts, beginning not 
later than September 30, 2026, U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection shall use non-intru-
sive inspection systems at land ports of 
entry to scan, cumulatively, at ports of 
entry where systems are in place by the 
deadline, not fewer than— 

(1) 40 percent of passenger vehicles enter-
ing the United States; and 

(2) 90 percent of commercial vehicles enter-
ing the United States. 

(b) SUBSEQUENT FISCAL YEARS.—Beginning 
in fiscal year 2027, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection shall use non-intrusive inspection 
systems at land ports of entry to reach the 
next projected benchmark for incremental 
scanning of passenger and commercial vehi-
cles entering the United States at such ports 
of entry. 

(c) BRIEFING.—Not later than May 30, 2026, 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall brief the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives regarding the progress made 
during the first half of fiscal year 2026 in 
achieving the scanning benchmarks de-
scribed in subsection (a). 

(d) REPORT.—If the scanning benchmarks 
described in subsection (a) are not met by 
the end of fiscal year 2026, not later than 120 
days after the end of that fiscal year, the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection shall submit a report to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security of the House of 
Representatives that— 

(1) analyzes the causes for not meeting 
such requirements; 

(2) identifies any resource gaps and chal-
lenges; and 

(3) details the steps that will be taken to 
ensure compliance with such requirements in 
the subsequent fiscal year. 
SEC. 11113. NON-INTRUSIVE INSPECTION SYS-

TEMS FOR OUTBOUND INSPECTIONS. 
(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall submit a strategy to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives for increasing sus-
tained outbound inspection operations at 
land ports of entry that includes— 

(1) the number of existing and planned out-
bound inspection lanes at each port of entry; 

(2) infrastructure limitations that limit 
the ability of U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection to deploy non-intrusive inspection 
systems for outbound inspections; 

(3) the number of additional non-intrusive 
inspection systems that are necessary to in-
crease scanning capacity for outbound in-
spections; and 

(4) plans for funding and acquiring the sys-
tems described in paragraph (3). 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Beginning not later 
than September 30, 2026, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall use non-intrusive in-
spection systems at land ports of entry to 
scan not fewer than 10 percent of all vehicles 
exiting the United States through land ports 
of entry. 
SEC. 11114. GAO REVIEW AND REPORT. 

(a) REVIEW.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Comptroller General 

of the United States shall conduct a review 
of the use by U.S. Customs and Border Pro-
tection of non-intrusive inspection systems 
for border security. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The review required under 
paragraph (1) shall— 

(A) identify— 
(i) the number and types of non-intrusive 

inspection systems deployed by U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection; and 

(ii) the locations to which such systems 
have been deployed; and 

(B) examine the manner in which U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection— 

(i) assesses the effectiveness of such sys-
tems; and 

(ii) uses such systems in conjunction with 
other border security resources and assets, 
such as border barriers and technology, to 
detect and interdict drug smuggling and 
trafficking at the southwest border of the 
United States. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives containing the 
findings of the review conducted pursuant to 
subsection (a). 

Subtitle C—Securing America’s Ports of 
Entry Act of 2023 

SEC. 11121. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Secur-

ing America’s Ports of Entry Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11122. ADDITIONAL U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOR-

DER PROTECTION PERSONNEL. 
(a) OFFICERS.—Subject to appropriations, 

the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection shall hire, train, and assign 
not fewer than 600 new U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officers above the current 
attrition level during every fiscal year until 
the total number of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers equals and sustains the 
requirements identified each year in the 
Workload Staffing Model. 

(b) SUPPORT STAFF.—The Commissioner is 
authorized to hire, train, and assign support 
staff, including technicians and Enterprise 
Services mission support, to perform non-law 
enforcement administrative functions to 
support the new U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers hired pursuant to sub-
section (a). 

(c) TRAFFIC FORECASTS.—In calculating the 
number of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers needed at each port of entry 
through the Workload Staffing Model, the 
Commissioner shall— 

(1) rely on data collected regarding the in-
spections and other activities conducted at 
each such port of entry; 

(2) consider volume from seasonal surges, 
other projected changes in commercial and 
passenger volumes, the most current com-
mercial forecasts, and other relevant infor-
mation; 

(3) consider historical volume and fore-
casts prior to the COVID–19 pandemic and 
the impact on international travel; and 

(4) incorporate personnel requirements for 
increasing the rate of outbound inspection 
operations at land ports of entry. 

(d) GAO REPORT.—If the Commissioner 
does not hire the 600 additional U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection officers authorized 
under subsection (a) during fiscal year 2024, 
or during any subsequent fiscal year in 
which the hiring requirements set forth in 
the Workload Staffing Model have not been 
achieved, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall— 

(1) conduct a review of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection hiring practices to deter-
mine the reasons that such requirements 
were not achieved and other issues related to 
hiring by U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion; and 

(2) submit a report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate, the Committee on Fi-
nance of the Senate, the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Ways 
and Means of the House of Representatives 
that describes the results of the review con-
ducted pursuant to paragraph (1). 
SEC. 11123. PORTS OF ENTRY INFRASTRUCTURE 

ENHANCEMENT REPORT. 
Not later than 90 days after the date of the 

enactment of this Act, the Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
submit a report to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs of 
the Senate, the Committee on Finance of the 
Senate, the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives, and the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the House 
of Representatives that identifies— 

(1) infrastructure improvements at ports of 
entry that would enhance the ability of U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection officers to 
interdict opioids and other drugs that are 
being illegally transported into the United 
States, including a description of cir-
cumstances at specific ports of entry that 
prevent the deployment of technology used 
at other ports of entry; 

(2) detection equipment that would im-
prove the ability of such officers to identify 
opioids, including precursors and deriva-
tives, that are being illegally transported 
into the United States; and 

(3) safety equipment that would protect 
such officers from accidental exposure to 
such drugs or other dangers associated with 
the inspection of potential drug traffickers. 
SEC. 11124. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) TEMPORARY DUTY ASSIGNMENTS.— 
(1) QUARTERLY REPORT.—The Commissioner 

of U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
submit a quarterly report to the appropriate 
congressional committees that includes, for 
the reporting period— 

(A) the number of temporary duty assign-
ments; 

(B) the number of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officers required for each tem-
porary duty assignment; 

(C) the ports of entry from which such offi-
cers were reassigned; 

(D) the ports of entry to which such offi-
cers were reassigned; 

(E) the ports of entry at which reimburs-
able service agreements have been entered 
into that may be affected by temporary duty 
assignments; 

(F) the duration of each temporary duty 
assignment; 

(G) the cost of each temporary duty assign-
ment; and 

(H) the extent to which the temporary 
duty assignments within the reporting pe-
riod were in support of the other U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection activities or op-
erations along the southern border of the 
United States, including the specific costs 
associated with such temporary duty assign-
ments. 

(2) NOTICE.—Not later than 10 days before 
redeploying employees from 1 port of entry 
to another, absent emergency cir-
cumstances— 
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(A) the Commissioner shall notify the di-

rector of the port of entry from which em-
ployees will be reassigned of the intended re-
deployments; and 

(B) the port director shall notify impacted 
facilities (including airports, seaports, and 
land ports) of the intended redeployments. 

(3) STAFF BRIEFING.—The Commissioner 
shall brief all affected U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection employees regarding plans to 
mitigate vulnerabilities created by any 
planned staffing reductions at ports of entry. 

(b) REPORTS ON U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION AGREEMENTS.—Section 907(a) of 
the Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforce-
ment Act of 2015 (19 U.S.C. 4451(a)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘and an as-
sessment’’ and all that follows and inserting 
a period; 

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through 
(12) as paragraphs (5) through (13), respec-
tively; 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) A description of the factors that were 
considered before entering into the agree-
ment, including an assessment of how the 
agreement provides economic benefits and 
security benefits (if applicable) at the port of 
entry to which the agreement relates.’’; and 

(4) in paragraph (5), as redesignated by 
paragraph (2), by inserting after ‘‘the report’’ 
the following: ‘‘, including the locations of 
such services and the total hours of reim-
bursable services under the agreement, if 
any’’. 

(c) ANNUAL WORKLOAD STAFFING MODEL 
REPORT.—As part of the Annual Report on 
Staffing required under section 411(g)(5)(A) 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 211(g)(5)(A)), the Commissioner shall 
include— 

(1) information concerning the progress 
made toward meeting the U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection officer and support staff 
hiring targets set forth in section 2, while 
accounting for attrition; 

(2) an update to the information provided 
in the Resource Optimization at the Ports of 
Entry report, which was submitted to Con-
gress on September 12, 2017, pursuant to the 
Department of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act, 2017 (division F of Public Law 
115–31); and 

(3) a summary of the information included 
in the reports required under subsection (a) 
and section 907(a) of the Trade Facilitation 
and Trade Enforcement Act of 2015, as 
amended by subsection (b). 

(d) CBP ONE MOBILE APPLICATION.—During 
the 2-year period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the Commissioner 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
publish a monthly report on the use of the 
CBP One mobile application, including, with 
respect to each reporting period— 

(1) the number of application registration 
attempts made through CBP One pursuant to 
the Circumvention of Lawful Pathways final 
rule (88 Fed. Reg. 31314 (May 16, 2023)) that 
resulted in a system error, disaggregated by 
error type; 

(2) the total number of noncitizens who 
successfully registered appointments 
through CBP One pursuant to such rule; 

(3) the total number of appointments made 
through CBP One pursuant to such rule that 
went unused; 

(4) the total number of individuals who 
have been granted parole with a Notice to 
Appear subsequent to appointments sched-
uled for such individuals through CBP One 
pursuant to such rule; and 

(5) the total number of noncitizens who 
have been issued a Notice to Appear and 
have been transferred to U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement custody subse-

quent to appointments scheduled for such 
noncitizens through CBP One pursuant to 
such rule. 

(e) DEFINED TERM.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘appropriate congressional commit-
tees’’ means— 

(1) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(2) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate; 

(3) the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate; 

(4) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives 

(5) the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives; and 

(6) the Committee on Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives. 
SEC. 11125. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-

TIONS. 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 

carry out this subtitle— 
(1) $136,292,948 for fiscal year 2024; and 
(2) $156,918,590 for each of the fiscal years 

2025 through 2029. 
Subtitle D—Border Patrol Enhancement Act 

SEC. 11131. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Border 

Patrol Enhancement Act’’. 
SEC. 11132. AUTHORIZED STAFFING LEVEL FOR 

THE UNITED STATES BORDER PA-
TROL. 

(a) DEFINED TERM.—In this subtitle, the 
term ‘‘validated personnel requirements de-
termination model’’ means a determination 
of the number of United States Border Pa-
trol agents needed to meet the critical mis-
sion requirements of the United States Bor-
der Patrol to maintain an orderly process for 
migrants entering the United States, that 
has been validated by a qualified research 
entity pursuant to subsection (c). 

(b) UNITED STATES BORDER PATROL PER-
SONNEL REQUIREMENTS DETERMINATION 
MODEL.— 

(1) COMPLETION; NOTICE.—Not later than 180 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Commissioner shall complete a per-
sonnel requirements determination model 
for United States Border Patrol that builds 
on the 5-year United States Border Patrol 
staffing and deployment plan referred to on 
page 33 of House of Representatives Report 
112–91 (May 26, 2011) and submit a notice of 
completion to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Director of the Office of Personnel 
Management; and 

(D) the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the completion of the personnel re-
quirements determination model described 
in paragraph (1), the Commissioner shall sub-
mit a copy of such model, an explanation of 
its development, and a strategy for obtaining 
independent verification of such model, to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives; 

(C) the Office of Personnel Management; 
and 

(D) the Comptroller General of the United 
States. 

(c) INDEPENDENT STUDY OF PERSONNEL RE-
QUIREMENTS DETERMINATION MODEL.— 

(1) REQUIREMENT FOR STUDY.—Not later 
than 90 days after the completion of the per-
sonnel requirements determination model 
pursuant to subsection (b)(1), the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall select an entity 
that is technically, managerially, and finan-
cially independent from the Department of 

Homeland Security to conduct an inde-
pendent verification and validation of the 
model. 

(2) REPORTS.— 
(A) TO SECRETARY.—Not later than 1 year 

after the completion of the personnel re-
quirements determination model under sub-
section (b)(1), the entity performing the 
independent verification and validation of 
the model shall submit a report to the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security that includes— 

(i) the results of the study conducted pur-
suant to paragraph (1); and 

(ii) any recommendations regarding the 
model that such entity considers to be ap-
propriate. 

(B) TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days 
after receiving the report described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall submit such report, along 
with any additional views or recommenda-
tions regarding the personnel requirements 
determination model, to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

(d) AUTHORITY TO HIRE ADDITIONAL PER-
SONNEL.—Beginning on the date that is 180 
days after receiving a report from a qualified 
research entity pursuant to subsection (c)(2) 
that validates the personnel requirements 
determination model and after implementing 
any recommendations to improve or update 
such model, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity may hire, train, and assign 600 or 
more United States Border Patrol agents 
above the attrition level during every fiscal 
year until the number of active agents meets 
the level recommended by the validated per-
sonnel requirements determination model. 
SEC. 11133. ESTABLISHMENT OF HIGHER RATES 

OF REGULARLY SCHEDULED OVER-
TIME PAY FOR UNITED STATES BOR-
DER PATROL AGENTS CLASSIFIED 
AT GS–12. 

Section 5550 of title 5, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(h) SPECIAL OVERTIME PAY FOR GS–12 
BORDER PATROL AGENTS.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graphs (1)(F), (2)(C), and (3)(C) of subsection 
(b), a border patrol agent encumbering a po-
sition at grade GS–12 shall receive a special 
overtime payment under this subsection for 
hours of regularly scheduled work described 
in paragraph (2)(A)(ii) or (3)(A)(ii) of sub-
section (b), as applicable, that are credited 
to the agent through actual performance of 
work, crediting under rules for canine agents 
under subsection (b)(1)(F), or substitution of 
overtime hours in the same work period 
under subsection (f)(2)(A), except that no 
such payment may be made for periods of ab-
sence resulting in an hours obligation under 
paragraph (3) or (4) of subsection (f). 

‘‘(2) COMPUTATION.—The special overtime 
payment authorized under paragraph (1) 
shall be computed by multiplying the cred-
ited hours by 50 percent of the border patrol 
agent’s hourly rate of basic pay, rounded to 
the nearest cent. 

‘‘(3) LIMITATIONS.—The special overtime 
payment authorized under paragraph (1)— 

‘‘(A) is not considered basic pay for retire-
ment under section 8331(3) or 8401(4) or for 
any other purpose; 

‘‘(B) is not payable during periods of paid 
leave or other paid time off; and 

‘‘(C) is not considered in computing an 
agent’s lump-sum annual leave payment 
under sections 5551 and 5552.’’. 
SEC. 11134. GAO ASSESSMENT OF RECRUITING 

EFFORTS, HIRING REQUIREMENTS, 
AND RETENTION OF LAW ENFORCE-
MENT PERSONNEL. 

The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall— 
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(1) conduct an assessment of U.S. Customs 

and Border Protection’s— 
(A) efforts to recruit law enforcement per-

sonnel; 
(B) hiring process and job requirements re-

lating to such recruitment; and 
(C) retention of law enforcement per-

sonnel, including the impact of employee 
compensation on such retention efforts; and 

(2) not later than 2 years after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, submit a report 
containing the results of such assessment 
to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 11135. CONTINUING TRAINING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner shall 
require all United States Border Patrol 
agents and other employees or contracted 
employees designated by the Commissioner, 
to participate in annual continuing training 
to maintain and update their understanding 
of— 

(1) Department of Homeland Security poli-
cies, procedures, and guidelines; 

(2) the fundamentals of law, ethics, and 
professional conduct; 

(3) applicable Federal law and regulations; 
(4) precedential legal rulings, including 

Federal Circuit Court and United States Su-
preme Court opinions relating to the duty of 
care and treatment of persons in the custody 
of the United States Border Patrol that the 
Commissioner determines are relevant to ac-
tive duty agents; 

(5) applicable migration trends that the 
Commissioner determines are relevant; 

(6) best practices for coordinating with 
community stakeholders; and 

(7) any other information that the Com-
missioner determines to be relevant to ac-
tive duty agents. 

(b) TRAINING SUBJECTS.—Continuing train-
ing under this subsection shall include train-
ing regarding— 

(1) non-lethal use of force policies available 
to United States Border Patrol agents and 
de-escalation strategies and methods; 

(2) identifying, screening, and responding 
to vulnerable populations, such as children, 
persons with diminished mental capacity, 
victims of human trafficking, pregnant 
mothers, victims of gender-based violence, 
victims of torture or abuse, and the acutely 
ill; 

(3) trends in transnational criminal organi-
zation activities that impact border security 
and migration; 

(4) policies, strategies, and programs— 
(A) to protect due process, the civil, 

human, and privacy rights of individuals, 
and the private property rights of land own-
ers; 

(B) to reduce the number of migrant and 
agent deaths; and 

(C) to improve the safety of agents on pa-
trol; 

(5) personal resilience; 
(6) anti-corruption and officer ethics train-

ing; 
(7) current migration trends, including up-

dated cultural and societal issues of nations 
that are a significant source of migrants who 
are— 

(A) arriving at a United States port of 
entry to seek humanitarian protection; or 

(B) encountered at a United States inter-
national boundary while attempting to enter 
without inspection; 

(8) the impact of border security oper-
ations on natural resources and the environ-
ment, including strategies to limit the im-
pact of border security operations on natural 
resources and the environment; 

(9) relevant cultural, societal, racial, and 
religious training, including cross-cultural 
communication skills; 

(10) training authorized under the Prison 
Rape Elimination Act of 2003 (42 U.S.C. 15601 
et seq.); 

(11) risk management and safety training 
that includes agency protocols for ensuring 
public safety, personal safety, and the safety 
of persons in the custody of the Department 
of Homeland Security; 

(12) non-lethal, self-defense training; and 
(13) any other training that meets the re-

quirements to maintain and update the sub-
jects identified in subsection (a). 

(c) COURSE REQUIREMENTS.—Courses offered 
under this section— 

(1) shall be administered by the United 
States Border Patrol, in consultation with 
the Federal Law Enforcement Training Cen-
ter; and 

(2) shall be approved in advance by the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection to ensure that such courses sat-
isfy the requirements for training under this 
section. 

(d) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit a report to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on 
Homeland Security of the House of Rep-
resentatives that assesses the training and 
education provided pursuant to this section, 
including continuing education. 

(e) FREQUENCY REQUIREMENTS.—Training 
offered as part of continuing education under 
this section shall include— 

(1) annual courses focusing on the cur-
riculum described in paragraphs (1) through 
(6) of subsection (b); and 

(2) biannual courses focusing on cur-
riculum described in paragraphs (7) through 
(12) of subsection (b). 

SEC. 11136. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION REPORT.— 
The Comptroller General of the United 
States shall— 

(1) conduct a study of the recruitment and 
retention of female agents in the United 
States Border Patrol that examines— 

(A) the recruitment, application processes, 
training, promotion, and other aspects of 
employment for women in the United States 
Border Patrol; 

(B) the training, complaints system, and 
redress for sexual harassment and assault; 
and 

(C) additional issues related to recruit-
ment and retention of female Border Patrol 
agents; and 

(2) not later than 1 year after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, submit a report 
containing the results of such study and rec-
ommendations for addressing any identified 
deficiencies or opportunities for improve-
ment to— 

(A) the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection; 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs of the Senate; and 

(C) the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives. 

(b) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later 
than 90 days after receiving the recruitment 
and retention report required under sub-
section (a), the Commissioner shall submit a 
report to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate 
and the Committee on Homeland Security of 
the House of Representatives that describes 
the status of the Commissioner’s efforts to 
implement any recommendations included in 
recruitment and retention report. 

Subtitle E—END FENTANYL Act 
SEC. 11141. SHORT TITLES. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Eradi-
cating Narcotic Drugs and Formulating Ef-
fective New Tools to Address National Year-
ly Losses of Life Act’’ or the ‘‘END 
FENTANYL Act’’. 
SEC. 11142. ENSURING TIMELY UPDATES TO U.S. 

CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTEC-
TION FIELD MANUALS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 
triennially, the Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall review and 
update, as necessary, the current policies 
and manuals of the Office of Field Oper-
ations related to inspections at ports of 
entry to ensure the uniform implementation 
of inspection practices that will effectively 
respond to technological and methodological 
changes designed to disguise illegal activity, 
such as the smuggling of drugs and humans, 
along the border. 

(b) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Shortly 
after each update required under subsection 
(a), the Commissioner of U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection shall submit a report to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the 
Committee on Homeland Security of the 
House of Representatives that summarizes 
the policy and manual changes implemented 
by such update. 

TITLE LXXI—IMPROVING LOBBYING 
DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS 
Subtitle A—Lobbying Disclosure 

Improvement Act 
SEC. 11201. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Lob-
bying Disclosure Improvement Act’’. 
SEC. 11202. REGISTRANT DISCLOSURE REGARD-

ING FOREIGN AGENT REGISTRATION 
EXEMPTION. 

Section 4(b) of the Lobbying Disclosure 
Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1603(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (6), by striking ‘‘; and’’ and 
inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (7), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(8) a statement as to whether the reg-

istrant is exempt under section 3(h) of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as 
amended (22 U.S.C. 613(h)).’’. 

Subtitle B—Disclosing Foreign Influence in 
Lobbying Act 

SEC. 11211. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Dis-

closing Foreign Influence in Lobbying Act’’. 
SEC. 11212. CLARIFICATION OF CONTENTS OF 

REGISTRATION. 
Section 4(b) of the Lobbying Disclosure 

Act of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1603(b)), as amended by 
section 11202 of this title, is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (8), as added by section 
11202 of this title, by striking the period at 
the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(9) notwithstanding paragraph (4), the 

name and address of each government of a 
foreign country (including any agency or 
subdivision of a government of a foreign 
country, such as a regional or municipal unit 
of government) and foreign political party, 
other than the client, that participates in 
the direction, planning, supervision, or con-
trol of any lobbying activities of the reg-
istrant.’’. 
TITLE LXXII—PROTECTING OUR DOMES-

TIC WORKFORCE AND SUPPLY CHAIN 
Subtitle A—Government-wide Study Relating 

to High-security Leased Space 
SEC. 11301. GOVERNMENT-WIDE STUDY. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-

trator’’ means the Administrator of General 
Services. 
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(2) BENEFICIAL OWNER.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘beneficial 

owner’’, with respect to a covered entity, 
means each natural person who, directly or 
indirectly, through any contract, arrange-
ment, understanding, relationship, or other-
wise— 

(i) exercises substantial control over the 
covered entity; or 

(ii) owns or controls not less than 25 per-
cent of the ownership interests of, or re-
ceives substantial economic benefits from 
the assets of, the covered entity. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘beneficial 
owner’’, with respect to a covered entity, 
does not include— 

(i) a minor; 
(ii) a person acting as a nominee, inter-

mediary, custodian, or agent on behalf of an-
other person; 

(iii) a person acting solely as an employee 
of the covered entity and whose control over 
or economic benefits from the covered entity 
derives solely from the employment status of 
the person; 

(iv) a person whose only interest in the 
covered entity is through a right of inherit-
ance, unless the person also meets the re-
quirements of subparagraph (A); or 

(v) a creditor of the covered entity, unless 
the creditor also meets the requirements of 
subparagraph (A). 

(C) ANTI-ABUSE RULE.—The exclusions 
under subparagraph (B) shall not apply if, in 
the determination of the Administrator, an 
exclusion is used for the purpose of evading, 
circumventing, or abusing the requirements 
of this Act. 

(3) CONTROL.—The term ‘‘control’’, with re-
spect to a covered entity, means— 

(A) having the authority or ability to de-
termine how the covered entity is utilized; 
or 

(B) having some decisionmaking power for 
the use of the covered entity. 

(4) COVERED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘covered 
entity’’ means— 

(A) a person, corporation, company, busi-
ness association, partnership, society, trust, 
or any other nongovernmental entity, orga-
nization, or group; or 

(B) any governmental entity or instrumen-
tality of a government. 

(5) EXECUTIVE AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Execu-
tive agency’’ has the meaning given the term 
in section 105 of title 5, United States Code. 

(6) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal 
agency’’ means— 

(A) an Executive agency; and 
(B) any establishment in the legislative or 

judicial branch of the Federal Government. 
(7) FEDERAL LESSEE.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal les-

see’’ means— 
(i) the Administrator; 
(ii) the Architect of the Capitol; and 
(iii) the head of any other Federal agency 

that has independent statutory leasing au-
thority. 

(B) EXCLUSIONS.—The term ‘‘Federal les-
see’’ does not include— 

(i) the head of an element of the intel-
ligence community; or 

(ii) the Secretary of Defense. 
(8) FEDERAL TENANT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘Federal ten-

ant’’ means a Federal agency that is occu-
pying or will occupy a high-security leased 
space for which a lease agreement has been 
secured on behalf of the Federal agency. 

(B) EXCLUSION.—The term ‘‘Federal ten-
ant’’ does not include an element of the in-
telligence community. 

(9) FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term ‘‘foreign en-
tity’’ means— 

(A) a corporation, company, business asso-
ciation, partnership, society, trust, or any 
other nongovernmental entity, organization, 

or group that is headquartered in or orga-
nized under the laws of— 

(i) a country that is not the United States; 
or 

(ii) a State, unit of local government, or 
Indian Tribe that is not located within or a 
territory of the United States; or 

(B) a government or governmental instru-
mentality that is not— 

(i) the United States Government; or 
(ii) a State, unit of local government, or 

Indian Tribe that is located within or a terri-
tory of the United States. 

(10) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 
person’’ means an individual who is not a 
United States person. 

(11) HIGH-SECURITY LEASED ADJACENT 
SPACE.—The term ‘‘high-security leased adja-
cent space’’ means a building or office space 
that shares a boundary with or surrounds a 
high-security leased space. 

(12) HIGH-SECURITY LEASED SPACE.—The 
term ‘‘high-security leased space’’ means a 
space leased by a Federal lessee that— 

(A) will be occupied by Federal employees 
for nonmilitary activities; and 

(B) has a facility security level of III, IV, 
or V, as determined by the Federal tenant in 
consultation with the Interagency Security 
Committee, the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity, and the Administrator. 

(13) HIGHEST-LEVEL OWNER.—The term 
‘‘highest-level owner’’ means an entity that 
owns or controls— 

(A) an immediate owner of the offeror of a 
lease for a high-security leased adjacent 
space; or 

(B) 1 or more entities that control an im-
mediate owner of the offeror of a lease de-
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(14) IMMEDIATE OWNER.—The term ‘‘imme-
diate owner’’ means an entity, other than 
the offeror of a lease for a high-security 
leased adjacent space, that has direct control 
of that offeror, including— 

(A) ownership or interlocking manage-
ment; 

(B) identity of interests among family 
members; 

(C) shared facilities and equipment; and 
(D) the common use of employees. 
(15) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 

‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 3 of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003). 

(16) SUBSTANTIAL ECONOMIC BENEFITS.—The 
term ‘‘substantial economic benefits’’, with 
respect to a natural person described in para-
graph (2)(A)(ii), means having an entitle-
ment to the funds or assets of a covered enti-
ty that, as a practical matter, enables the 
person, directly or indirectly, to control, 
manage, or direct the covered entity. 

(17) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ means an individual 
who— 

(A) is a citizen of the United States; or 
(B) is an alien lawfully admitted for per-

manent residence in the United States. 
(b) GOVERNMENT-WIDE STUDY.— 
(1) COORDINATION STUDY.—The Adminis-

trator, in coordination with the Director of 
the Federal Protective Service, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, and 
any other relevant entities, as determined by 
the Administrator, shall carry out a Govern-
ment-wide study examining options to assist 
agencies (as defined in section 551 of title 5, 
United States Code) to produce a security as-
sessment process for high-security leased ad-
jacent space before entering into a lease or 
novation agreement with a covered entity 
for the purposes of accommodating a Federal 
tenant located in a high-security leased 
space. 

(2) CONTENTS.—The study required under 
paragraph (1)— 

(A) shall evaluate how to produce a secu-
rity assessment process that includes a proc-
ess for assessing the threat level of each oc-
cupancy of a high-security leased adjacent 
space, including through— 

(i) site-visits; 
(ii) interviews; and 
(iii) any other relevant activities deter-

mined necessary by the Director of the Fed-
eral Protective Service; and 

(B) may include a process for collecting 
and using information on each immediate 
owner, highest-level owner, or beneficial 
owner of a covered entity that seeks to enter 
into a lease with a Federal lessee for a high- 
security leased adjacent space, including— 

(i) name; 
(ii) current residential or business street 

address; and 
(iii) an identifying number or document 

that verifies identity as a United States per-
son, a foreign person, or a foreign entity. 

(3) WORKING GROUP.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator, in coordination with the Di-
rector of Federal Protective Service, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
and any other relevant entities, as deter-
mined by the Administrator, shall establish 
a working group to assist in the carrying out 
of the study required under paragraph (1). 

(B) NO COMPENSATION.—A member of the 
working group established under subpara-
graph (A) shall receive no compensation as a 
result of serving on the working group. 

(C) SUNSET.—The working group estab-
lished under subparagraph (A) shall termi-
nate on the date on which the report re-
quired under paragraph (6) is submitted. 

(4) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—The Ad-
ministrator shall ensure that any informa-
tion collected pursuant to the study required 
under paragraph (1) shall not be made avail-
able to the public. 

(5) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this subsection 
requires an entity located in the United 
States to provide information requested pur-
suant to the study required under paragraph 
(1). 

(6) REPORT.—Not later than 2 years after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Ad-
ministrator, in coordination with the Direc-
tor of Federal Protective Service, the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget, and 
any other relevant entities, as determined by 
the Administrator, shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
of the House of Representatives a report de-
scribing— 

(A) the results of the study required under 
paragraph (1); and 

(B) how all applicable privacy laws and 
rights relating to the First and Fourth 
Amendments to the Constitution of the 
United States would be upheld and followed 
in— 

(i) the security assessment process de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) of paragraph (2); 
and 

(ii) the information collection process de-
scribed in subparagraph (B) of that para-
graph. 

(7) LIMITATION.—Nothing in this subsection 
authorizes a Federal entity to mandate in-
formation gathering unless specifically au-
thorized by law. 

(8) PROHIBITION.—No information collected 
pursuant the security assessment process de-
scribed in paragraph (2)(A) may be used for 
law enforcement purposes. 

(9) NO ADDITIONAL FUNDING.—No additional 
funds are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection. 
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Subtitle B—Intergovernmental Critical 

Minerals Task Force 
SEC. 11311. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Inter-
governmental Critical Minerals Task Force 
Act’’. 
SEC. 11312. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds that— 
(1) current supply chains of critical min-

erals pose a great risk to the national secu-
rity of the United States; 

(2) critical minerals are necessary for 
transportation, technology, renewable en-
ergy, military equipment and machinery, 
and other relevant sectors crucial for the 
homeland and national security of the 
United States; 

(3) in 2022, the United States was 100 per-
cent import reliant for 12 out of 50 critical 
minerals and more than 50 percent import 
reliant for an additional 31 critical mineral 
commodities classified as ‘‘critical’’ by the 
United States Geological Survey, and the 
People’s Republic of China was the top pro-
ducing nation for 30 of those 50 critical min-
erals; 

(4) as of July, 2023, companies based in the 
People’s Republic of China that extract crit-
ical minerals around the world have received 
hundreds of charges of human rights viola-
tions; 

(5) on March 26, 2014, the World Trade Or-
ganization ruled that the export restraints 
by the People’s Republic of China on rare 
earth metals violated obligations under the 
protocol of accession to the World Trade Or-
ganization, which harmed manufacturers and 
workers in the United States; and 

(6) the President has yet to submit to Con-
gress the plans and recommendations that 
were due on the December 27, 2022, deadline 
under section 5(a) of the National Materials 
and Minerals Policy, Research and Develop-
ment Act of 1980 (30 U.S.C. 1604(a)), which are 
intended to support a coherent national min-
eral and materials policy, including through 
intergovernmental and interagency coordi-
nation. 
SEC. 11313. INTERGOVERNMENTAL CRITICAL 

MINERALS TASK FORCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 of the National 

Materials and Minerals Policy, Research and 
Development Act of 1980 (30 U.S.C. 1604) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(g) INTERGOVERNMENTAL CRITICAL MIN-
ERALS TASK FORCE.— 

‘‘(1) PURPOSES.—The purposes of the task 
force established under paragraph (3)(B) 
are— 

‘‘(A) to assess the reliance of the United 
States on the People’s Republic of China, 
and other covered countries, for critical min-
erals, and the resulting national security 
risks associated with that reliance, at each 
level of the Federal Government, Indian 
Tribes, and State, local, and territorial gov-
ernments; 

‘‘(B) to make recommendations to the 
President for the implementation of this Act 
with regard to critical minerals, including— 

‘‘(i) the congressional declarations of poli-
cies in section 3; and 

‘‘(ii) revisions to the program plan of the 
President and the initiatives required under 
this section; 

‘‘(C) to make recommendations to secure 
United States and global supply chains for 
critical minerals; 

‘‘(D) to make recommendations to reduce 
the reliance of the United States, and part-
ners and allies of the United States, on crit-
ical mineral supply chains involving covered 
countries; and 

‘‘(E) to facilitate cooperation, coordina-
tion, and mutual accountability among each 
level of the Federal Government, Indian 
Tribes, and State, local, and territorial gov-

ernments, on a holistic response to the de-
pendence on covered countries for critical 
minerals across the United States. 

‘‘(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’ means— 

‘‘(i) the Committees on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs, Energy and Nat-
ural Resources, Armed Services, Environ-
ment and Public Works, Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation, Finance, and Foreign 
Relations of the Senate; and 

‘‘(ii) the Committees on Oversight and Ac-
countability, Natural Resources, Armed 
Services, Ways and Means, and Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(B) CHAIR.—The term ‘Chair’ means a 
member of the Executive Office of the Presi-
dent, designated by the President pursuant 
to paragraph (3)(A). 

‘‘(C) COVERED COUNTRY.—The term ‘covered 
country’ means— 

‘‘(i) a covered nation (as defined in section 
4872(d) of title 10, United States Code); and 

‘‘(ii) any other country determined by the 
task force to be a geostrategic competitor or 
adversary of the United States with respect 
to critical minerals. 

‘‘(D) CRITICAL MINERAL.—The term ‘critical 
mineral’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 7002(a) of the Energy Act of 2020 (30 
U.S.C. 1606(a)). 

‘‘(E) INDIAN TRIBE.—The term ‘Indian 
Tribe’ has the meaning given the term in 
section 4 of the Indian Self-Determination 
and Education Assistance Act (25 U.S.C. 
5304). 

‘‘(F) TASK FORCE.—The term ‘task force’ 
means the task force established under para-
graph (3)(B). 

‘‘(3) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 
days after the date of enactment of this sub-
section, the President shall— 

‘‘(A) designate a Chair for the task force; 
and 

‘‘(B) acting through the Executive Office of 
the President, establish a task force. 

‘‘(4) COMPOSITION; MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(A) APPOINTMENT.—The Chair, in con-

sultation with key intergovernmental, pri-
vate, and public sector stakeholders, shall 
appoint to the task force representatives 
with expertise in critical mineral supply 
chains from Federal agencies, Indian Tribes, 
and State, local, and territorial govern-
ments, including not less than 1 representa-
tive from each of— 

‘‘(i) the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
‘‘(ii) the Bureau of Land Management; 
‘‘(iii) the Critical Minerals Subcommittee 

of the National Science and Technology 
Council; 

‘‘(iv) the Department of Agriculture; 
‘‘(v) the Department of Commerce; 
‘‘(vi) the Department of Defense; 
‘‘(vii) the Department of Energy; 
‘‘(viii) the Department of Homeland Secu-

rity; 
‘‘(ix) the Department of the Interior; 
‘‘(x) the Department of Labor; 
‘‘(xi) the Department of State; 
‘‘(xii) the Department of Transportation; 
‘‘(xiii) the Environmental Protection 

Agency; 
‘‘(xiv) the Export-Import Bank of the 

United States 
‘‘(xv) the Forest Service; 
‘‘(xvi) the General Services Administra-

tion; 
‘‘(xvii) the National Science Foundation; 
‘‘(xviii) the Office of the United States 

Trade Representative; 
‘‘(xix) the United States International De-

velopment Finance Corporation; 
‘‘(xx) the United States Geological Survey; 

and 

‘‘(xxi) any other relevant Federal entity, 
as determined by the Chair. 

‘‘(B) CONSULTATION.—The task force shall 
consult individuals with expertise in critical 
mineral supply chains, individuals from 
States whose communities, businesses, and 
industries are involved in aspects of critical 
mineral supply chains, including mining and 
processing operations, and individuals from a 
diverse and balanced cross-section of— 

‘‘(i) intergovernmental consultees, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(I) State governments; 
‘‘(II) local governments; 
‘‘(III) territorial governments; and 
‘‘(IV) Indian Tribes; and 
‘‘(ii) other stakeholders, including— 
‘‘(I) academic research institutions; 
‘‘(II) corporations; 
‘‘(III) nonprofit organizations; 
‘‘(IV) private sector stakeholders; 
‘‘(V) trade associations; 
‘‘(VI) mining industry stakeholders; and 
‘‘(VII) labor representatives. 
‘‘(C) MEETINGS.— 
‘‘(i) INITIAL MEETING.—Not later than 90 

days after the date on which all representa-
tives of the task force have been appointed, 
the task force shall hold the first meeting of 
the task force. 

‘‘(ii) FREQUENCY.—The task force shall 
meet not less than once every 90 days. 

‘‘(5) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The duties of the task 

force shall include— 
‘‘(i) facilitating cooperation, coordination, 

and mutual accountability for the Federal 
Government, Indian Tribes, and State, local, 
and territorial governments to enhance data 
sharing and transparency to build more ro-
bust and secure domestic supply chains for 
critical minerals in support of the purposes 
described in paragraph (1); 

‘‘(ii) providing recommendations with re-
spect to— 

‘‘(I) increasing capacities for mining, proc-
essing, refinement, reuse, and recycling of 
critical minerals in the United States to fa-
cilitate the environmentally responsible pro-
duction of domestic resources to meet na-
tional critical mineral needs, in consultation 
with Tribal and local communities; 

‘‘(II) identifying how statutes, regulations, 
and policies related to the critical mineral 
supply chain, such as stockpiling and devel-
opment finance, could be modified to accel-
erate environmentally responsible domestic 
and international production of critical min-
erals, in consultation with Indian Tribes and 
local communities; 

‘‘(III) strengthening the domestic work-
force to support growing critical mineral 
supply chains with good-paying, safe jobs in 
the United States; 

‘‘(IV) identifying alternative domestic and 
global sources to critical minerals that the 
United States currently relies on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or other covered 
countries for mining, processing, refining, 
and recycling, including the availability, 
cost, and quality of those domestic alter-
natives; 

‘‘(V) identifying critical minerals and crit-
ical mineral supply chains that the United 
States can onshore, at a competitive avail-
ability, cost, and quality, for those minerals 
and supply chains that the United States re-
lies on the People’s Republic of China or 
other covered countries to provide; 

‘‘(VI) opportunities for the Federal Govern-
ment, Indian Tribes, and State, local, and 
territorial governments to mitigate risks to 
the national security of the United States 
with respect to supply chains for critical 
minerals that the United States currently 
relies on the People’s Republic of China or 
other covered countries for mining, proc-
essing, refining, and recycling; and 
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‘‘(VII) evaluating and integrating the rec-

ommendations of the Critical Minerals Sub-
committee of the National Science and Tech-
nology Council into the recommendations of 
the task force. 

‘‘(iii) prioritizing the recommendations in 
clause (ii), taking into consideration eco-
nomic costs and focusing on the critical min-
eral supply chains with vulnerabilities pos-
ing the most significant risks to the national 
security of the United States; 

‘‘(iv) recommending specific strategies, to 
be carried out in coordination with the Sec-
retary of State and the Secretary of Com-
merce, to strengthen international partner-
ships in furtherance of critical minerals sup-
ply chain security with international allies 
and partners, including a strategy to col-
laborate with governments of the allies and 
partners described in subparagraph (B) to de-
velop advanced mining, refining, separation 
and processing technologies; and 

‘‘(v) other duties, as determined by the 
Chair. 

‘‘(B) ALLIES AND PARTNERS.—The allies and 
partners referred to subparagraph (A) in-
clude— 

‘‘(i) countries participating in the Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue; 

‘‘(ii) countries that are— 
‘‘(I) signatories to the Abraham Accords; 

or 
‘‘(II) participants in the Negev Forum; 
‘‘(iii) countries that are members of the 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization; and 
‘‘(iv) other countries or multilateral part-

nerships the task force determines to be ap-
propriate. 

‘‘(C) REPORT.—The Chair shall— 
‘‘(i) not later than 60 days after the date of 

enactment of this subsection, and every 60 
days thereafter until the requirements under 
subsection (a) are satisfied, brief the appro-
priate committees of Congress on the status 
of the compliance of the President with com-
pleting the requirements under that sub-
section. 

‘‘(ii) not later than 2 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act, submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report, 
which shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex, 
that describes any findings, guidelines, and 
recommendations created in performing the 
duties under subparagraph (A); 

‘‘(iii) not later than 120 days after the date 
on which the Chair submits the report under 
clause (ii), publish that report in the Federal 
Register and on the website of the Office of 
Management and Budget, except that the 
Chair shall redact information from the re-
port that the Chair determines could pose a 
risk to the national security of the United 
States by being publicly available; and 

‘‘(iv) brief the appropriate committees of 
Congress twice per year. 

‘‘(6) SUNSET.—The task force shall termi-
nate on the date that is 90 days after the 
date on which the task force completes the 
requirements under paragraph (5)(C).’’. 

(b) GAO STUDY.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF CRITICAL MINERALS.—In 

this subsection, the term ‘‘critical mineral’’ 
has the meaning given the term in section 
7002(a) of the Energy Act of 2020 (30 U.S.C. 
1606(a)). 

(2) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct a 
study examining the Federal and State regu-
latory landscape related to improving do-
mestic supply chains for critical minerals in 
the United States. 

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the appropriate committees 
of Congress a report that describes the re-
sults of the study under paragraph (2). 

Subtitle C—Customs Trade Partnership 
Against Terrorism Pilot Program Act of 2023 

SEC. 11321. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Customs 

Trade Partnership Against Terrorism Pilot 
Program Act of 2023’’ or the ‘‘CTPAT Pilot 
Program Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 11322. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional 
committees’’ means— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Com-
mittee on Finance of the Senate; and 

(B) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and the Committee on Ways and Means of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) CTPAT.—The term ‘‘CTPAT’’ means the 
Customs Trade Partnership Against Ter-
rorism established under subtitle B of title II 
of the Security and Accountability for Every 
Port Act (6 U.S.C. 961 et seq.). 
SEC. 11323. PILOT PROGRAM ON PARTICIPATION 

OF THIRD-PARTY LOGISTICS PRO-
VIDERS IN CTPAT. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-

land Security shall carry out a pilot program 
to assess whether allowing entities described 
in subsection (b) to participate in CTPAT 
would enhance port security, combat ter-
rorism, prevent supply chain security 
breaches, or otherwise meet the goals of 
CTPAT. 

(2) FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE.—Not later 
than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary shall publish 
in the Federal Register a notice specifying 
the requirements for the pilot program re-
quired by paragraph (1). 

(b) ENTITIES DESCRIBED.—An entity de-
scribed in this subsection is— 

(1) a non-asset-based third-party logistics 
provider that— 

(A) arranges international transportation 
of freight and is licensed by the Department 
of Transportation; and 

(B) meets such other requirements as the 
Secretary specifies in the Federal Register 
notice required by subsection (a)(2); or 

(2) an asset-based third-party logistics pro-
vider that— 

(A) facilitates cross border activity and is 
licensed or bonded by the Federal Maritime 
Commission, the Transportation Security 
Administration, U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection, or the Department of Transpor-
tation; 

(B) manages and executes logistics services 
using its own warehousing assets and re-
sources on behalf of its customers; and 

(C) meets such other requirements as the 
Secretary specifies in the Federal Register 
notice required by subsection (a)(2). 

(c) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the 
pilot program required by subsection (a)(1), 
the Secretary shall— 

(1) ensure that— 
(A) not more than 10 entities described in 

paragraph (1) of subsection (b) participate in 
the pilot program; and 

(B) not more than 10 entities described in 
paragraph (2) of that subsection participate 
in the program; 

(2) provide for the participation of those 
entities on a voluntary basis; 

(3) continue the program for a period of not 
less than one year after the date on which 
the Secretary publishes the Federal Register 
notice required by subsection (a)(2); and 

(4) terminate the pilot program not more 
than 5 years after that date. 

(d) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 
days after the termination of the pilot pro-
gram under subsection (c)(4), the Secretary 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-

sional committees a report on the findings 
of, and any recommendations arising from, 
the pilot program concerning the participa-
tion in CTPAT of entities described in sub-
section (b), including an assessment of par-
ticipation by those entities. 
SEC. 11324. REPORT ON EFFECTIVENESS OF 

CTPAT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Comptroller General of the United States 
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report assessing the ef-
fectiveness of CTPAT. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following: 

(1) An analysis of— 
(A) security incidents in the cargo supply 

chain during the 5-year period preceding sub-
mission of the report that involved criminal 
activity, including drug trafficking, human 
smuggling, commercial fraud, or terrorist 
activity; and 

(B) whether those incidents involved par-
ticipants in CTPAT or entities not partici-
pating in CTPAT. 

(2) An analysis of causes for the suspension 
or removal of entities from participating in 
CTPAT as a result of security incidents dur-
ing that 5-year period. 

(3) An analysis of the number of active 
CTPAT participants involved in one or more 
security incidents while maintaining their 
status as participants. 

(4) Recommendations to the Commissioner 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection for 
improvements to CTPAT to improve preven-
tion of security incidents in the cargo supply 
chain involving participants in CTPAT. 
SEC. 11325. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated for the purpose of carrying out 
this subtitle. 

Subtitle D—Military Spouse Employment Act 
SEC. 11331. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Military 
Spouse Employment Act’’. 
SEC. 11332. APPOINTMENT OF MILITARY 

SPOUSES. 

Section 3330d of title 5, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-

graph (4); 
(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(3) The term ‘remote work’ refers to a 

particular type of telework under which an 
employee is not expected to report to an offi-
cially established agency location on a reg-
ular and recurring basis.’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(5) The term ‘telework’ has the meaning 

given the term in section 6501.’’; 
(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ at 

the end; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 

at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(3) a spouse of a member of the Armed 

Forces on active duty, or a spouse of a dis-
abled or deceased member of the Armed 
Forces, to a position in which the spouse will 
engage in remote work.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (c)(1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (a)(3)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(a)(4)’’. 
SEC. 11333. GAO STUDY AND REPORT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 
(1) the terms ‘‘agency’’ means an agency 

described in paragraph (1) or (2) of section 
901(b) of title 31, United States Code; 

(2) the term ‘‘employee’’ means an em-
ployee of an agency; 
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(3) the term ‘‘remote work’’ means a par-

ticular type of telework under which an em-
ployee is not expected to report to an offi-
cially established agency location on a reg-
ular and recurring basis; and 

(4) the term ‘‘telework’’ means a work 
flexibility arrangement under which an em-
ployee performs the duties and responsibil-
ities of such employee’s position, and other 
authorized activities, from an approved 
worksite other than the location from which 
the employee would otherwise work. 

(b) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall conduct a study and publish a 
report regarding the use of remote work by 
agencies, which shall include a discussion of 
what is known regarding— 

(1) the number of employees who are en-
gaging in remote work; 

(2) the role of remote work in agency re-
cruitment and retention efforts; 

(3) the geographic location of employees 
who engage in remote work; 

(4) the effect that remote work has had on 
how often employees are reporting to offi-
cially established agency locations to per-
form the duties and responsibilities of the 
positions of those employees and other au-
thorized activities; and 

(5) how the use of remote work has affected 
Federal office space utilization and spending. 

Subtitle E—Designation of Airports 
SEC. 11341. DESIGNATION OF ADDITIONAL PORT 

OF ENTRY FOR THE IMPORTATION 
AND EXPORTATION OF WILDLIFE 
AND WILDLIFE PRODUCTS BY THE 
UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to appropriations 
and in accordance with subsection (b), the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wild-
life Service shall designate 1 additional port 
as a ‘‘port of entry designated for the impor-
tation and exportation of wildlife and wild-
life products’’ under section 14.12 of title 50, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(b) CRITERIA FOR SELECTING ADDITIONAL 
DESIGNATED PORT.—The Director shall select 
the additional port to be designated pursu-
ant to subsection (a) from among the United 
States airports that handled more than 
8,000,000,000 pounds of cargo during 2021, as 
reported by the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration Air Carrier Activity Information 
System, and based upon the analysis sub-
mitted to Congress by the Director pursuant 
to the Wildlife Trafficking reporting direc-
tive under title I of Senate Report 114–281. 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing: 
DIVISION l—INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be 
cited as the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2024’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows: 
DIVISION l—INTELLIGENCE AUTHOR-

IZATION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024 
Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 
Sec. 2. Definitions. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations. 
Sec. 102. Classified Schedule of Authoriza-

tions. 
Sec. 103. Intelligence Community Manage-

ment Account. 
Sec. 104. Increase in employee compensation 

and benefits authorized by law. 
TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

AGENCY RETIREMENT AND DIS-
ABILITY SYSTEM 

Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations. 

TITLE III—INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
MATTERS 

Subtitle A—General Intelligence Community 
Matters 

Sec. 301. Plan to recruit, train, and retain 
personnel with experience in fi-
nancial intelligence and emerg-
ing technologies. 

Sec. 302. Policy and performance framework 
for mobility of intelligence 
community workforce. 

Sec. 303. In-State tuition rates for active 
duty members of the intel-
ligence community. 

Sec. 304. Standards, criteria, and guidance 
for counterintelligence vulner-
ability assessments and sur-
veys. 

Sec. 305. Improving administration of cer-
tain post-employment restric-
tions for intelligence commu-
nity. 

Sec. 306. Mission of the National Counter-
intelligence and Security Cen-
ter. 

Sec. 307. Prohibition relating to transport of 
individuals detained at United 
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba. 

Sec. 308. Department of Energy science and 
technology risk assessments. 

Sec. 309. Congressional oversight of intel-
ligence community risk assess-
ments. 

Sec. 310. Inspector General review of dis-
semination by Federal Bureau 
of Investigation Richmond, Vir-
ginia, field office of certain doc-
ument. 

Sec. 311. Office of Intelligence and Analysis. 

Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency 

Sec. 321. Change to penalties and increased 
availability of mental health 
treatment for unlawful conduct 
on Central Intelligence Agency 
installations. 

Sec. 322. Modifications to procurement au-
thorities of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. 

Sec. 323. Establishment of Central Intel-
ligence Agency standard work-
place sexual misconduct com-
plaint investigation procedure. 

TITLE IV—MATTERS CONCERNING 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Subtitle A—People’s Republic of China 

Sec. 401. Intelligence community coordi-
nator for accountability of 
atrocities of the People’s Re-
public of China. 

Sec. 402. Interagency working group and re-
port on the malign efforts of 
the People’s Republic of China 
in Africa. 

Sec. 403. Amendment to requirement for an-
nual assessment by intelligence 
community working group for 
monitoring the economic and 
technological capabilities of 
the People’s Republic of China. 

Sec. 404. Assessments of reciprocity in the 
relationship between the 
United States and the People’s 
Republic of China. 

Sec. 405. Annual briefing on intelligence 
community efforts to identify 
and mitigate Chinese Com-
munist Party and Russian for-
eign malign influence oper-
ations against the United 
States. 

Sec. 406. Assessment of threat posed to 
United States ports by cranes 
manufactured by countries of 
concern. 

Subtitle B—Other Foreign Countries 
Sec. 411. Report on efforts to capture and de-

tain United States citizens as 
hostages. 

Sec. 412. Sense of Congress on priority of 
fentanyl in National Intel-
ligence Priorities Framework. 

TITLE V—MATTERS PERTAINING TO 
UNITED STATES ECONOMIC AND 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMPETI-
TION WITH UNITED STATES ADVER-
SARIES 

Subtitle A—General Matters 
Sec. 501. Assignment of detailees from intel-

ligence community to Depart-
ment of Commerce. 

Subtitle B—Next-generation Energy, 
Biotechnology, and Artificial Intelligence 

Sec. 511. Expanded annual assessment of 
economic and technological ca-
pabilities of the People’s Re-
public of China. 

Sec. 512. Assessment of using civil nuclear 
energy for intelligence commu-
nity capabilities. 

Sec. 513. Policies established by Director of 
National Intelligence for artifi-
cial intelligence capabilities. 

TITLE VI—WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS 
Sec. 601. Submittal to Congress of com-

plaints and information by 
whistleblowers in the intel-
ligence community. 

Sec. 602. Prohibition against disclosure of 
whistleblower identity as re-
prisal against whistleblower 
disclosure by employees and 
contractors in intelligence 
community. 

Sec. 603. Establishing process parity for ad-
verse security clearance and ac-
cess determinations. 

Sec. 604. Elimination of cap on compen-
satory damages for retaliatory 
revocation of security clear-
ances and access determina-
tions. 

Sec. 605. Modification and repeal of report-
ing requirements. 

TITLE VII—CLASSIFICATION REFORM 
Subtitle A—Classification Reform Act of 2023 
Sec. 701. Short title. 
Sec. 702. Definitions. 
Sec. 703. Classification and declassification 

of information. 
Sec. 704. Transparency officers. 

Subtitle B—Sensible Classification Act of 
2023 

Sec. 711. Short title. 
Sec. 712. Definitions. 
Sec. 713. Findings and sense of the Senate. 
Sec. 714. Classification authority. 
Sec. 715. Promoting efficient declassifica-

tion review. 
Sec. 716. Training to promote sensible clas-

sification. 
Sec. 717. Improvements to Public Interest 

Declassification Board. 
Sec. 718. Implementation of technology for 

classification and declassifica-
tion. 

Sec. 719. Studies and recommendations on 
necessity of security clear-
ances. 

TITLE VIII—SECURITY CLEARANCE AND 
TRUSTED WORKFORCE 

Sec. 801. Review of shared information tech-
nology services for personnel 
vetting. 

Sec. 802. Timeliness standard for rendering 
determinations of trust for per-
sonnel vetting. 

Sec. 803. Annual report on personnel vetting 
trust determinations. 
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Sec. 804. Survey to assess strengths and 

weaknesses of Trusted Work-
force 2.0. 

Sec. 805. Prohibition on denial of eligibility 
for access to classified informa-
tion solely because of past use 
of cannabis. 

TITLE IX—ANOMALOUS HEALTH 
INCIDENTS 

Sec. 901. Improved funding flexibility for 
payments made by the Central 
Intelligence Agency for quali-
fying injuries to the brain. 

Sec. 902. Clarification of requirements to 
seek certain benefits relating 
to injuries to the brain. 

Sec. 903. Intelligence community implemen-
tation of HAVANA Act of 2021 
authorities. 

Sec. 904. Report and briefing on Central In-
telligence Agency handling of 
anomalous health incidents. 

TITLE X—ELECTION SECURITY 

Sec. 1001. Strengthening Election Cyberse-
curity to Uphold Respect for 
Elections through Independent 
Testing Act of 2023. 

TITLE XI—OTHER MATTERS 

Sec. 1101. Modification of reporting require-
ment for All-domain Anomaly 
Resolution Office. 

Sec. 1102. Funding limitations relating to 
unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMIT-

TEES.—The term ‘‘congressional intelligence 
committees’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 3 of the National Security 
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003). 

(2) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term 
‘‘intelligence community’’ has the meaning 
given such term in such section. 

TITLE I—INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024 for the conduct of 
the intelligence and intelligence-related ac-
tivities of the Federal Government. 
SEC. 102. CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AUTHORIZA-

TIONS. 

(a) SPECIFICATIONS OF AMOUNTS.—The 
amounts authorized to be appropriated under 
section 101 for the conduct of the intel-
ligence activities of the Federal Government 
are those specified in the classified Schedule 
of Authorizations prepared to accompany 
this division. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE 
OF AUTHORIZATIONS.— 

(1) AVAILABILITY.—The classified Schedule 
of Authorizations referred to in subsection 
(a) shall be made available to the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives, and to the President. 

(2) DISTRIBUTION BY THE PRESIDENT.—Sub-
ject to paragraph (3), the President shall pro-
vide for suitable distribution of the classified 
Schedule of Authorizations referred to in 
subsection (a), or of appropriate portions of 
such Schedule, within the executive branch 
of the Federal Government. 

(3) LIMITS ON DISCLOSURE.—The President 
shall not publicly disclose the classified 
Schedule of Authorizations or any portion of 
such Schedule except— 

(A) as provided in section 601(a) of the Im-
plementing Recommendations of the 9/11 
Commission Act of 2007 (50 U.S.C. 3306(a)); 

(B) to the extent necessary to implement 
the budget; or 

(C) as otherwise required by law. 

SEC. 103. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGE-
MENT ACCOUNT. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated for 
the Intelligence Community Management 
Account of the Director of National Intel-
ligence for fiscal year 2024 the sum of 
$658,950,000. 

(b) CLASSIFIED AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS.—In addition to amounts author-
ized to be appropriated for the Intelligence 
Community Management Account by sub-
section (a), there are authorized to be appro-
priated for the Intelligence Community Man-
agement Account for fiscal year 2024 such ad-
ditional amounts as are specified in the clas-
sified Schedule of Authorizations referred to 
in section 102(a). 
SEC. 104. INCREASE IN EMPLOYEE COMPENSA-

TION AND BENEFITS AUTHORIZED 
BY LAW. 

Appropriations authorized by this division 
for salary, pay, retirement, and other bene-
fits for Federal employees may be increased 
by such additional or supplemental amounts 
as may be necessary for increases in such 
compensation or benefits authorized by law. 
TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN-

CY RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYS-
TEM 

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 
There is authorized to be appropriated for 

the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement 
and Disability Fund $514,000,000 for fiscal 
year 2024. 

TITLE III—INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY 
MATTERS 

Subtitle A—General Intelligence Community 
Matters 

SEC. 301. PLAN TO RECRUIT, TRAIN, AND RETAIN 
PERSONNEL WITH EXPERIENCE IN 
FINANCIAL INTELLIGENCE AND 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence, in co-
ordination with the heads of human capital 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, shall submit to the 
congressional intelligence committees, the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives a plan for the in-
telligence community to recruit, train, and 
retain personnel who have skills and experi-
ence in financial intelligence and emerging 
technologies in order to improve analytic 
tradecraft. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(1) An assessment, including measurable 
benchmarks of progress, of current initia-
tives of the intelligence community to re-
cruit, train, and retain personnel who have 
skills and experience in financial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies. 

(2) An assessment of whether personnel in 
the intelligence community who have such 
skills are currently well integrated into the 
analytical cadre of the relevant elements of 
the intelligence community that produce 
analyses with respect to financial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies. 

(3) An identification of challenges to hiring 
or compensation in the intelligence commu-
nity that limit progress toward rapidly in-
creasing the number of personnel with such 
skills, and an identification of hiring or 
other reforms to resolve such challenges. 

(4) A determination of whether the Na-
tional Intelligence University has the re-
sources and expertise necessary to train ex-
isting personnel in financial intelligence and 
emerging technologies. 

(5) A strategy, including measurable 
benchmarks of progress, to, by January 1, 

2025, increase by 10 percent the analytical 
cadre of personnel with expertise and pre-
vious employment in financial intelligence 
and emerging technologies. 
SEC. 302. POLICY AND PERFORMANCE FRAME-

WORK FOR MOBILITY OF INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY WORKFORCE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall, 
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense and the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management as the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence considers appropriate, de-
velop and implement a policy and perform-
ance framework to ensure the timely and ef-
fective mobility of employees and contrac-
tors of the Federal Government who are 
transferring employment between elements 
of the intelligence community. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy and perform-
ance framework required by subsection (a) 
shall include processes with respect to the 
following: 

(1) Human resources. 
(2) Medical reviews. 
(3) Determinations of suitability or eligi-

bility for access to classified information in 
accordance with Executive Order 13467 (50 
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to reforming proc-
esses related to suitability for Government 
employment, fitness for contractor employ-
ees, and eligibility for access to classified 
national security information). 
SEC. 303. IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR ACTIVE 

DUTY MEMBERS OF THE INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 135(d) of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
1015d(d)), as amended by section 6206(a)(4) of 
the Foreign Service Families Act of 2021 
(Public Law 117–81), is further amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 
the semicolon; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

‘‘(3) a member of the intelligence commu-
nity (as defined in section 3 of the National 
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)) (other 
than a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States) who is on active duty for a 
period of more than 30 days.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall take effect at 
each public institution of higher education 
in a State that receives assistance under the 
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001 
et seq.) for the first period of enrollment at 
such institution that begins after July 1, 
2026. 
SEC. 304. STANDARDS, CRITERIA, AND GUIDANCE 

FOR COUNTERINTELLIGENCE VUL-
NERABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND 
SURVEYS. 

Section 904(d)(7)(A) of the Counterintel-
ligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50 U.S.C. 
3383(d)(7)(A)) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(A) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE VULNERABILITY 
ASSESSMENTS AND SURVEYS.—To develop 
standards, criteria, and guidance for coun-
terintelligence risk assessments and surveys 
of the vulnerability of the United States to 
intelligence threats, including with respect 
to critical infrastructure and critical tech-
nologies, in order to identify the areas, pro-
grams, and activities that require protection 
from such threats.’’. 
SEC. 305. IMPROVING ADMINISTRATION OF CER-

TAIN POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRIC-
TIONS FOR INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY. 

Section 304 of the National Security Act of 
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3073a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c)(1)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘A former’’ and inserting 

the following: 
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‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—A former’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) PRIOR DISCLOSURE TO DIRECTOR OF NA-

TIONAL INTELLIGENCE.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a former 

employee who occupies a covered post-serv-
ice position in violation of subsection (a), 
whether the former employee voluntarily no-
tified the Director of National Intelligence 
of the intent of the former employee to oc-
cupy such covered post-service position be-
fore occupying such post-service position 
may be used in determining whether the vio-
lation was knowing and willful for purposes 
of subparagraph (A). 

‘‘(ii) PROCEDURES AND GUIDANCE.—The Di-
rector of National Intelligence may establish 
procedures and guidance relating to the sub-
mittal of notice for purposes of clause (i).’’; 
and 

(2) in subsection (d)— 
(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the re-

strictions under subsection (a) and’’ before 
‘‘the report requirements’’; 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ceases to 
occupy’’ and inserting ‘‘occupies’’; and 

(C) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘before 
the person ceases to occupy a covered intel-
ligence position’’ and inserting ‘‘when the 
person occupies a covered intelligence posi-
tion’’. 
SEC. 306. MISSION OF THE NATIONAL COUNTER-

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY CEN-
TER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 904 of the Coun-
terintelligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50 
U.S.C. 3383) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (d) 
through (i) as subsections (e) through (j), re-
spectively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(d) MISSION.—The mission of the National 
Counterintelligence and Security Center 
shall include organizing and leading stra-
tegic planning for counterintelligence activi-
ties of the United States Government by in-
tegrating instruments of national power as 
needed to counter foreign intelligence activi-
ties.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.— 
(1) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ENHANCEMENT 

ACT OF 2002.—Section 904 of the Counterintel-
ligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50 U.S.C. 
3383) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (e), as redesignated by 
subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Subject to 
subsection (e)’’ both places it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Subject to subsection (f)’’; and 

(B) in subsection (f), as so redesignated— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-

section (d)(1)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(e)(1)’’; and 

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d)(2)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(e)(2)’’. 

(2) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY EN-
HANCEMENTS ACT OF 1994.—Section 
811(d)(1)(B)(ii) of the Counterintelligence and 
Security Enhancements Act of 1994 (50 U.S.C. 
3381(d)(1)(B)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 904(d)(2) of that Act (50 U.S.C. 
3383(d)(2))’’ and inserting ‘‘section 904(e)(2) of 
that Act (50 U.S.C. 3383(e)(2))’’. 
SEC. 307. PROHIBITION RELATING TO TRANS-

PORT OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AT 
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION, 
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA. 

(a) DEFINITION OF INDIVIDUAL DETAINED AT 
GUANTANAMO.—In this section, the term ‘‘in-
dividual detained at Guantanamo’’ has the 
meaning given that term in section 1034(f)(2) 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114–92; 129 
Stat. 971; 10 U.S.C. 801 note). 

(b) PROHIBITION ON CHARTERING PRIVATE OR 
COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT INDI-
VIDUALS DETAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL 

STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA.—No head 
of an element of the intelligence community 
may charter any private or commercial air-
craft to transport an individual who is or 
was an individual detained at Guantanamo. 
SEC. 308. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SCIENCE 

AND TECHNOLOGY RISK ASSESS-
MENTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) COUNTRY OF RISK.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘country of 

risk’’ means a foreign country determined by 
the Secretary, in accordance with subpara-
graph (B), to present a risk of theft of United 
States intellectual property or a threat to 
the national security of the United States if 
nationals of the country, or entities owned 
or controlled by the country or nationals of 
the country, participate in any research, de-
velopment, demonstration, or deployment 
activity authorized under this Act or an 
amendment made by this Act. 

(B) DETERMINATION.—In making a deter-
mination under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Director of 
the Office of Intelligence and Counterintel-
ligence, shall take into consideration— 

(i) the most recent World Wide Threat As-
sessment of the United States Intelligence 
Community, prepared by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence; and 

(ii) the most recent National Counterintel-
ligence Strategy of the United States. 

(2) COVERED SUPPORT.—The term ‘‘covered 
support’’ means any grant, contract, sub-
contract, award, loan, program, support, or 
other activity authorized under this Act or 
an amendment made by this Act. 

(3) ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The term ‘‘entity 
of concern’’ means any entity, including a 
national, that is— 

(A) identified under section 1237(b) of the 
Strom Thurmond National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (50 U.S.C. 
1701 note; Public Law 105–261); 

(B) identified under section 1260H of the 
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021 
(10 U.S.C. 113 note; Public Law 116–283); 

(C) on the Entity List maintained by the 
Bureau of Industry and Security of the De-
partment of Commerce and set forth in Sup-
plement No. 4 to part 744 of title 15, Code of 
Federal Regulations; 

(D) included in the list required by section 
9(b)(3) of the Uyghur Human Rights Policy 
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116–145; 134 Stat. 656); 
or 

(E) identified by the Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Director of the Office of In-
telligence and Counterintelligence and the 
applicable office that would provide, or is 
providing, covered support, as posing an un-
manageable threat— 

(i) to the national security of the United 
States; or 

(ii) of theft or loss of United States intel-
lectual property. 

(4) NATIONAL.—The term ‘‘national’’ has 
the meaning given the term in section 101 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101). 

(5) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Energy. 

(b) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RISK ASSESS-
MENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and maintain tools and processes to 
manage and mitigate research security risks, 
such as a science and technology risk ma-
trix, informed by threats identified by the 
Director of the Office of Intelligence and 
Counterintelligence, to facilitate determina-
tions of the risk of loss of United States in-
tellectual property or threat to the national 
security of the United States posed by ac-
tivities carried out under any covered sup-
port. 

(2) CONTENT AND IMPLEMENTATION.—In de-
veloping and using the tools and processes 
developed under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall— 

(A) deploy risk-based approaches to evalu-
ating, awarding, and managing certain re-
search, development, demonstration, and de-
ployment activities, including designations 
that will indicate the relative risk of activi-
ties; 

(B) assess, to the extent practicable, ongo-
ing high-risk activities; 

(C) designate an officer or employee of the 
Department of Energy to be responsible for 
tracking and notifying recipients of any cov-
ered support of unmanageable threats to 
United States national security or of theft or 
loss of United States intellectual property 
posed by an entity of concern; 

(D) consider requiring recipients of covered 
support to implement additional research se-
curity mitigations for higher-risk activities 
if appropriate; and 

(E) support the development of research se-
curity training for recipients of covered sup-
port on the risks posed by entities of con-
cern. 

(3) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The tools and proc-
esses developed under paragraph (1) shall be 
evaluated annually and updated as needed, 
with threat-informed input from the Office 
of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, to 
reflect changes in the risk designation under 
paragraph (2)(A) of research, development, 
demonstration, and deployment activities 
conducted by the Department of Energy. 

(c) ENTITY OF CONCERN.— 
(1) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in 

paragraph (2), no entity of concern, or indi-
vidual that owns or controls, is owned or 
controlled by, or is under common ownership 
or control with an entity of concern, may re-
ceive, or perform work under, any covered 
support. 

(2) WAIVER OF PROHIBITION.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive 

the prohibition under paragraph (1) if deter-
mined by the Secretary to be in the national 
interest. 

(B) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not less 
than 2 weeks prior to issuing a waiver under 
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall notify 
Congress of the intent to issue the waiver, 
including a justification for the waiver. 

(3) PENALTY.— 
(A) TERMINATION OF SUPPORT.—On finding 

that any entity of concern or individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1) has received covered 
support and has not received a waiver under 
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall terminate 
all covered support to that entity of concern 
or individual, as applicable. 

(B) PENALTIES.—An entity of concern or in-
dividual identified under subparagraph (A) 
shall be— 

(i) prohibited from receiving or partici-
pating in covered support for a period of not 
less than 1 year but not more than 10 years, 
as determined by the Secretary; or 

(ii) instead of the penalty described in 
clause (i), subject to any other penalties au-
thorized under applicable law or regulations 
that the Secretary determines to be in the 
national interest. 

(C) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Prior to 
imposing a penalty under subparagraph (B), 
the Secretary shall notify Congress of the in-
tent to impose the penalty, including a de-
scription of and justification for the penalty. 

(4) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall— 
(A) share information about the unman-

ageable threats described in subsection 
(a)(3)(E) with other Federal agencies; and 

(B) develop consistent approaches to iden-
tifying entities of concern. 

(d) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—This sec-
tion shall be applied in a manner consistent 
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with the obligations of the United States 
under international agreements. 

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 240 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port that— 

(1) describes— 
(A) the tools and processes developed under 

subsection (b)(1) and any updates to those 
tools and processes; and 

(B) if applicable, the science and tech-
nology risk matrix developed under that sub-
section and how that matrix has been ap-
plied; 

(2) includes a mitigation plan for managing 
risks posed by countries of risk with respect 
to future or ongoing research and develop-
ment activities of the Department of Energy; 
and 

(3) defines critical research areas, des-
ignated by risk, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 
SEC. 309. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT OF INTEL-

LIGENCE COMMUNITY RISK ASSESS-
MENTS. 

(a) RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTS AND MA-
TERIALS.—Except as provided in subsection 
(b), whenever an element of the intelligence 
community conducts a risk assessment aris-
ing from the mishandling or improper disclo-
sure of classified information, the Director 
of National Intelligence shall, not later than 
30 days after the date of the commencement 
of such risk assessment— 

(1) submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees copies of such documents and 
materials as are— 

(A) within the jurisdiction of such commit-
tees; and 

(B) subject to the risk assessment; and 
(2) provide such committees a briefing on 

such documents, materials, and risk assess-
ment. 

(b) EXCEPTION.—If the Director determines, 
with respect to a risk assessment described 
in subsection (a), that the documents and 
other materials otherwise subject to para-
graph (1) of such subsection (a) are of such a 
volume that submittal pursuant to such 
paragraph would be impracticable, the Direc-
tor shall— 

(1) in lieu of submitting copies of such doc-
uments and materials, submit a log of such 
documents and materials; and 

(2) pursuant to a request by the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate or 
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives for a 
copy of a document or material included in 
such log, submit to such committee such 
copy. 
SEC. 310. INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW OF DIS-

SEMINATION BY FEDERAL BUREAU 
OF INVESTIGATION RICHMOND, VIR-
GINIA, FIELD OFFICE OF CERTAIN 
DOCUMENT. 

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Justice shall conduct a review of the 
actions and events, including any underlying 
policy direction, that served as a basis for 
the January 23, 2023, dissemination by the 
field office of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation located in Richmond, Virginia, of a 
document titled ‘‘Interest of Racially or Eth-
nically Motivated Violent Extremists in 
Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Al-
most Certainly Presents New Mitigation Op-
portunities.’’. 

(b) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—The Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Justice 
shall submit the findings of the Inspector 
General with respect to the review required 
by subsection (a) to the following: 

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

(2) The Committee on the Judiciary, Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-

mental Affairs, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate. 

(3) The Committee on the Judiciary, the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability, 
and the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives. 
SEC. 311. OFFICE OF INTELLIGENCE AND ANAL-

YSIS. 
Section 201 of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(h) PROHIBITION.— 
‘‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the 

term ‘United States person’ means a United 
States citizen, an alien known by the Office 
of Intelligence and Analysis to be a perma-
nent resident alien, an unincorporated asso-
ciation substantially composed of United 
States citizens or permanent resident aliens, 
or a corporation incorporated in the United 
States, except for a corporation directed and 
controlled by 1 or more foreign governments. 

‘‘(2) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION FROM 
UNITED STATES PERSONS.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis may not engage in the 
collection of information or intelligence tar-
geting any United States person except as 
provided in subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall 
not apply to any employee, officer, or con-
tractor of the Office of Intelligence and 
Analysis who is responsible for collecting in-
formation from individuals working for a 
State, local, or Tribal territory government 
or a private employer.’’. 

Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency 
SEC. 321. CHANGE TO PENALTIES AND IN-

CREASED AVAILABILITY OF MENTAL 
HEALTH TREATMENT FOR UNLAW-
FUL CONDUCT ON CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY INSTALLATIONS. 

Section 15(b) of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3515(b)) is 
amended, in the second sentence, by striking 
‘‘those specified in section 1315(c)(2) of title 
40, United States Code’’ and inserting ‘‘the 
maximum penalty authorized for a Class B 
misdemeanor under section 3559 of title 18, 
United States Code’’. 
SEC. 322. MODIFICATIONS TO PROCUREMENT AU-

THORITIES OF THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY. 

Section 3 of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3503) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sections’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘session)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘sections 3201, 3203, 3204, 3206, 3207, 
3302 through 3306, 3321 through 3323, 3801 
through 3808, 3069, 3134, 3841, and 4752 of title 
10, United States Code’’ and 

(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘in para-
graphs’’ and all that follows through ‘‘1947’’ 
and inserting ‘‘in sections 3201 through 3204 
of title 10, United States Code, shall not be 
delegable. Each determination or decision 
required by sections 3201 through 3204, 3321 
through 3323, and 3841 of title 10, United 
States Code’’. 
SEC. 323. ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRAL INTEL-

LIGENCE AGENCY STANDARD WORK-
PLACE SEXUAL MISCONDUCT COM-
PLAINT INVESTIGATION PROCE-
DURE. 

(a) WORKPLACE SEXUAL MISCONDUCT DE-
FINED.—The term ‘‘workplace sexual mis-
conduct’’— 

(1) means unwelcome sexual advances, re-
quests for sexual favors, and other verbal or 
physical conduct of a sexual nature when— 

(A) submission to such conduct is made ei-
ther explicitly or implicitly a term or condi-
tion of an individual’s employment; 

(B) submission to or rejection of such con-
duct by an individual is used as the basis for 
employment decisions affecting such indi-
vidual; or 

(C) such conduct has the purpose or effect 
of unreasonably interfering with an individ-
ual’s work performance or creating an in-
timidating, hostile, or offensive working en-
vironment; and 

(2) includes sexual harassment and sexual 
assault. 

(b) STANDARD COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION 
PROCEDURE.—Not later than 90 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency 
shall— 

(1) establish a standard workplace sexual 
misconduct complaint investigation proce-
dure; 

(2) implement the standard workplace sex-
ual misconduct complaint investigation pro-
cedure through clear workforce communica-
tion and education on the procedure; and 

(3) submit the standard workplace sexual 
misconduct complaint investigation proce-
dure to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees. 

(c) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The proce-
dure established pursuant to subsection 
(b)(1) shall, at a minimum— 

(1) identify the individuals and offices of 
the Central Intelligence Agency to which an 
employee of the Agency may bring a com-
plaint of workplace sexual misconduct; 

(2) detail the steps each individual or office 
identified pursuant to paragraph (1) shall 
take upon receipt of a complaint of work-
place sexual misconduct and the timeframes 
within which those steps shall be taken, in-
cluding— 

(A) documentation of the complaint; 
(B) referral or notification to another indi-

vidual or office; 
(C) measures to document or preserve wit-

ness statements or other evidence; and 
(D) preliminary investigation of the com-

plaint; 
(3) set forth standard criteria for deter-

mining whether a complaint of workplace 
sexual misconduct will be referred to law en-
forcement and the timeframe within which 
such a referral shall occur; and 

(4) for any complaint not referred to law 
enforcement, set forth standard criteria for 
determining— 

(A) whether a complaint has been substan-
tiated; and 

(B) for any substantiated complaint, the 
appropriate disciplinary action. 

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—On or before April 30 
of each year, the Director shall submit to 
the congressional intelligence committees, 
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, and 
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives an annual report that in-
cludes, for the preceding calendar year, the 
following: 

(1) The number of workplace sexual mis-
conduct complaints brought to each indi-
vidual or office of the Central Intelligence 
Agency identified pursuant to subsection 
(c)(1), disaggregated by— 

(A) complaints referred to law enforce-
ment; and 

(B) complaints substantiated. 
(2) For each complaint described in para-

graph (1) that is substantiated, a description 
of the disciplinary action taken by the Di-
rector. 

TITLE IV—MATTERS CONCERNING 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

Subtitle A—People’s Republic of China 
SEC. 401. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY COORDI-

NATOR FOR ACCOUNTABILITY OF 
ATROCITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ATROCITY.—The term ‘‘atrocity’’ means 

a crime against humanity, genocide, or a war 
crime. 
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(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term ‘‘foreign 

person’’ means— 
(A) any person or entity that is not a 

United States person; or 
(B) any entity not organized under the 

laws of the United States or of any jurisdic-
tion within the United States. 

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term 
‘‘United States person’’ has the meaning 
given that term in section 105A(c) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3039). 

(b) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY COORDINATOR 
FOR ACCOUNTABILITY OF ATROCITIES OF THE 
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.— 

(1) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
designate a senior official of the Office of the 
Director of National Intelligence to serve as 
the intelligence community coordinator for 
accountability of atrocities of the People’s 
Republic of China (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Coordinator’’). 

(2) DUTIES.—The Coordinator shall lead the 
efforts of and coordinate and collaborate 
with the intelligence community with re-
spect to the following: 

(A) Identifying and addressing any gaps in 
intelligence collection relating to atrocities 
of the People’s Republic of China, including 
by recommending the modification of the 
priorities of the intelligence community 
with respect to intelligence collection and 
by utilizing informal processes and collabo-
rative mechanisms with key elements of the 
intelligence community to increase collec-
tion on atrocities of the People’s Republic of 
China. 

(B) Prioritizing and expanding the intel-
ligence analysis with respect to ongoing 
atrocities of the People’s Republic of China 
and disseminating within the United States 
Government intelligence relating to the 
identification and activities of foreign per-
sons suspected of being involved with or pro-
viding support to atrocities of the People’s 
Republic of China, including genocide and 
forced labor practices in Xinjiang, in order 
to support the efforts of other Federal agen-
cies, including the Department of State, the 
Department of Justice, the Department of 
the Treasury, the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, the Department of Commerce, the 
Bureau of Industry and Security, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, and the Na-
tional Security Council, to hold the People’s 
Republic of China accountable for such 
atrocities. 

(C) Increasing efforts to declassify and 
share with the people of the United States 
and the international community informa-
tion regarding atrocities of the People’s Re-
public of China in order to expose such atroc-
ities and counter the disinformation and 
misinformation campaign by the People’s 
Republic of China to deny such atrocities. 

(D) Documenting and storing intelligence 
and other unclassified information that may 
be relevant to preserve as evidence of atroc-
ities of the People’s Republic of China for fu-
ture accountability, and ensuring that other 
relevant Federal agencies receive appro-
priate support from the intelligence commu-
nity with respect to the collection, analysis, 
preservation, and, as appropriate, dissemina-
tion, of intelligence related to atrocities of 
the People’s Republic of China, which may 
include the information from the annual re-
port required by section 6504 of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (Public Law 117–263). 

(E) Sharing information with the Forced 
Labor Enforcement Task Force, established 
under section 741 of the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement Implementation Act 
(19 U.S.C. 4681), the Department of Com-
merce, and the Department of the Treasury 

for the purposes of entity listings and sanc-
tions. 

(3) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Director shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress— 

(A) the name of the official designated as 
the Coordinator pursuant to paragraph (1); 
and 

(B) the strategy of the intelligence com-
munity for the collection and dissemination 
of intelligence relating to ongoing atrocities 
of the People’s Republic of China, including 
a detailed description of how the Coordinator 
shall support, and assist in facilitating the 
implementation of, such strategy. 

(4) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.— 
(A) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 

May 1, 2024, and annually thereafter until 
May 1, 2034, the Director shall submit to 
Congress a report detailing, for the year cov-
ered by the report— 

(i) the analytical findings, changes in col-
lection, and other activities of the intel-
ligence community with respect to ongoing 
atrocities of the People’s Republic of China; 

(ii) the recipients of information shared 
pursuant to this section for the purpose of— 

(I) providing support to Federal agencies to 
hold the People’s Republic of China account-
able for such atrocities; and 

(II) sharing information with the people of 
the United States to counter the 
disinformation and misinformation cam-
paign by the People’s Republic of China to 
deny such atrocities; and 

(iii) with respect to clause (ii), the date of 
any such sharing. 

(B) FORM.—Each report submitted under 
subparagraph (A) may be submitted in classi-
fied form, consistent with the protection of 
intelligence sources and methods. 

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to 
have effect on the date that is 10 years after 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 402. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP AND 

REPORT ON THE MALIGN EFFORTS 
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA IN AFRICA. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National 

Intelligence, in consultation with such heads 
of elements of the intelligence community as 
the Director considers appropriate, shall es-
tablish an interagency working group within 
the intelligence community to analyze the 
tactics and capabilities of the People’s Re-
public of China in Africa. 

(2) ESTABLISHMENT FLEXIBILITY.—The 
working group established under paragraph 
(1) may be— 

(A) independently established; or 
(B) to avoid redundancy, incorporated into 

existing working groups or cross-intelligence 
efforts within the intelligence community. 

(b) REPORT.— 
(1) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES 

OF CONGRESS.—In this subsection, the term 
‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means— 

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Subcommittee on Defense of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and twice annually thereafter, the working 
group established under subsection (a) shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report on the specific tactics and 
capabilities of the People’s Republic of China 
in Africa. 

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by 
paragraph (2) shall include the following ele-
ments: 

(A) An assessment of efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to 
exploit mining and reprocessing operations 
in Africa. 

(B) An assessment of efforts by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to 
provide or fund technologies in Africa, in-
cluding— 

(i) telecommunications and energy tech-
nologies, such as advanced reactors, trans-
portation, and other commercial products; 
and 

(ii) by requiring that the People’s Republic 
of China be the sole provider of such tech-
nologies. 

(C) An assessment of efforts by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to ex-
pand intelligence capabilities in Africa. 

(D) A description of actions taken by the 
intelligence community to counter such ef-
forts. 

(E) An assessment of additional resources 
needed by the intelligence community to 
better counter such efforts. 

(4) FORM.—Each report required by para-
graph (2) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex if 
necessary. 

(c) SUNSET.—The requirements of this sec-
tion shall terminate on the date that is 5 
years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 
SEC. 403. AMENDMENT TO REQUIREMENT FOR 

ANNUAL ASSESSMENT BY INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY WORKING 
GROUP FOR MONITORING THE ECO-
NOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL CAPA-
BILITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA. 

Section 6503(c)(3)(D) of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (division 
F of Public Law 117–263) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘the top 200’’ and inserting ‘‘all the 
known’’. 
SEC. 404. ASSESSMENTS OF RECIPROCITY IN THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE PEOPLE’S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Assistant Secretary of State for Intel-
ligence and Research, in consultation with 
the Director of National Intelligence and 
such other heads of elements of the intel-
ligence community as the Assistant Sec-
retary considers relevant, shall submit to 
Congress the following: 

(1) A comprehensive assessment that iden-
tifies critical areas in the security, diplo-
matic, economic, financial, technological, 
scientific, commercial, academic, and cul-
tural spheres in which the United States 
does not enjoy a reciprocal relationship with 
the People’s Republic of China. 

(2) A comprehensive assessment that de-
scribes how the lack of reciprocity between 
the People’s Republic of China and the 
United States in the areas identified in the 
assessment required by paragraph (1) pro-
vides advantages to the People’s Republic of 
China. 

(b) FORM OF ASSESSMENTS.— 
(1) CRITICAL AREAS.—The assessment re-

quired by subsection (a)(1) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form. 

(2) ADVANTAGES.—The assessment required 
by subsection (a)(2) shall be submitted in 
classified form. 
SEC. 405. ANNUAL BRIEFING ON INTELLIGENCE 

COMMUNITY EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY 
AND MITIGATE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY AND RUSSIAN FOR-
EIGN MALIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS AGAINST THE UNITED 
STATES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
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(1) CHINESE ENTITIES ENGAGED IN FOREIGN 

MALIGN INFLUENCE OPERATIONS.—The term 
‘‘hinese entities engaged in foreign malign 
influence operations’’ means all of the ele-
ments of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Chinese Communist 
Party involved in foreign malign influence, 
such as— 

(A) the Ministry of State Security; 
(B) other security services of the People’s 

Republic of China; 
(C) the intelligence services of the People’s 

Republic of China; 
(D) the United Front Work Department 

and other united front organs; 
(E) state-controlled media systems, such as 

the China Global Television Network 
(CGTN); and 

(F) any entity involved in foreign malign 
influence operations that demonstrably and 
intentionally disseminate false information 
and propaganda of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

(2) RUSSIAN MALIGN INFLUENCE ACTORS.— 
The term ‘‘Russian malign influence actors’’ 
refers to entities or individuals engaged in 
foreign malign influence operations against 
the United States who are affiliated with— 

(A) the intelligence and security services 
of the Russian Federation 

(B) the Presidential Administration; 
(C) any other entity of the Government of 

the Russian Federation; or 
(D) Russian mercenary or proxy groups 

such as the Wagner Group. 
(3) FOREIGN MALIGN INFLUENCE OPER-

ATION.—The term ‘‘foreign malign influence 
operation’’ means a coordinated and often 
concealed activity that is covered by the def-
inition of the term ‘‘foreign malign influ-
ence’’ in section 119C of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3059) and uses 
disinformation, press manipulation, eco-
nomic coercion, targeted investments, cor-
ruption, or academic censorship, which are 
often intended— 

(A) to coerce and corrupt United States in-
terests, values, institutions, or individuals; 
and 

(B) to foster attitudes, behavior, decisions, 
or outcomes in the United States that sup-
port the interests of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese 
Communist Party. 

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 120 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act and annually thereafter until the date 
that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Director of the Foreign 
Malign Influence Center shall, in collabora-
tion with the heads of the elements of the in-
telligence community, provide Congress a 
classified briefing on the ways in which the 
relevant elements of the intelligence com-
munity are working internally and coordi-
nating across the intelligence community to 
identify and mitigate the actions of Chinese 
and Russian entities engaged in foreign ma-
lign influence operations against the United 
States, including against United States per-
sons. 

(c) ELEMENTS.—The classified briefing re-
quired by subsection (b) shall cover the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The Government of the Russian Federa-
tion, the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and the Chinese Communist 
Party tactics, tools, and entities that spread 
disinformation, misinformation, and malign 
information and conduct influence oper-
ations, information campaigns, or other 
propaganda efforts. 

(2) A description of ongoing foreign malign 
influence operations and campaigns of the 
Russian Federation against the United 
States and an assessment of their objectives 

and effectiveness in meeting those objec-
tives. 

(3) A description of ongoing foreign malign 
influence operations and campaigns of the 
People’s Republic of China against the 
United States and an assessment of their ob-
jectives and effectiveness in meeting those 
objectives. 

(4) A description of any cooperation, infor-
mation-sharing, amplification, or other co-
ordination between the Russian Federation 
and the People’s Republic of China in devel-
oping or carrying out foreign malign influ-
ence operations against the United States. 

(5) A description of front organizations, 
proxies, cut-outs, aligned third-party coun-
tries, or organizations used by the Russian 
Federation or the People’s Republic of China 
to carry out foreign malign influence oper-
ations against the United States. 

(6) An assessment of the loopholes or 
vulnerabilities in United States law that 
Russia and the People’s Republic of China 
exploit to carry out foreign malign influence 
operations. 

(7) The actions of the Foreign Malign Influ-
ence Center, in coordination with the Global 
Engagement Center, relating to early-warn-
ing, information sharing, and proactive risk 
mitigation systems, based on the list of enti-
ties identified in subsection (a)(1), to detect, 
expose, deter, and counter foreign malign in-
fluence operations of the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese 
Communist Party against the United States. 

(8) The actions of the Foreign Malign Influ-
ence Center to conduct outreach, to identify 
and counter tactics, tools, and entities de-
scribed in paragraph (1) by sharing informa-
tion with allies and partners of the United 
States, in coordination with the Global En-
gagement Center, as well as State and local 
governments, the business community, and 
civil society in order to expose the political 
influence operations and information oper-
ations of the Government of the Russian 
Federation and the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China or the Chinese Com-
munist Party carried out against individuals 
and entities in the United States. 
SEC. 406. ASSESSMENT OF THREAT POSED TO 

UNITED STATES PORTS BY CRANES 
MANUFACTURED BY COUNTRIES OF 
CONCERN. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs, and the 
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(C) the Committee on Armed Services, the 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability, 
the Committee on Financial Services, and 
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(2) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term ‘‘coun-
try of concern’’ has the meaning given that 
term in section 1(m)(1) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C. 
2651a(m)(1)). 

(b) ASSESSMENT.—The Director of National 
Intelligence, in coordination with such other 
heads of the elements of the intelligence 
community as the Director considers appro-
priate and the Secretary of Defense, shall 
conduct an assessment of the threat posed to 
United States ports by cranes manufactured 
by countries of concern and commercial en-
tities of those countries, including the 
Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries Co. 
(ZPMC). 

(c) REPORT AND BRIEFING.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit a report and provide a briefing to the 
appropriate committees of Congress on the 
findings of the assessment required by sub-
section (b). 

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report and briefing re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall outline the po-
tential for the cranes described in subsection 
(b) to collect intelligence, disrupt operations 
at United States ports, and impact the na-
tional security of the United States. 

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required 
by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified 
annex. 

Subtitle B—Other Foreign Countries 

SEC. 411. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO CAPTURE AND 
DETAIN UNITED STATES CITIZENS 
AS HOSTAGES. 

(a) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMIT-
TEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means— 

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and the 
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee 
on Appropriations of the Senate; and 

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a report on efforts by the Maduro 
regime in Venezuela to detain United States 
citizens and lawful permanent residents. 

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall include, regarding the ar-
rest, capture, detainment, or imprisonment 
of United States citizens and lawful perma-
nent residents, the following: 

(1) The names, positions, and institutional 
affiliation of Venezuelan individuals, or 
those acting on their behalf, who have en-
gaged in such activities. 

(2) A description of any role played by 
transnational criminal organizations, and an 
identification of such organizations. 

(3) Where relevant, an assessment of 
whether and how United States citizens and 
lawful permanent residents have been lured 
to Venezuela. 

(4) An analysis of the motive for the arrest, 
capture, detainment, or imprisonment of 
United States citizens and lawful permanent 
residents. 

(5) The total number of United States citi-
zens and lawful permanent residents de-
tained or imprisoned in Venezuela as of the 
date on which the report is submitted. 

(d) FORM.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified 
form, but may include a classified annex. 

SEC. 412. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PRIORITY OF 
FENTANYL IN NATIONAL INTEL-
LIGENCE PRIORITIES FRAMEWORK. 

It is the sense of Congress that the traf-
ficking of illicit fentanyl, including pre-
cursor chemicals and manufacturing equip-
ment associated with illicit fentanyl produc-
tion and organizations that traffic or finance 
the trafficking of illicit fentanyl, originating 
from the People’s Republic of China and 
Mexico should be among the highest prior-
ities in the National Intelligence Priorities 
Framework of the Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence. 
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TITLE V—MATTERS PERTAINING TO 

UNITED STATES ECONOMIC AND 
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMPETITION 
WITH UNITED STATES ADVERSARIES 

Subtitle A—General Matters 

SEC. 501. ASSIGNMENT OF DETAILEES FROM IN-
TELLIGENCE COMMUNITY TO DE-
PARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—In order to better facili-
tate the sharing of actionable intelligence on 
foreign adversary intent, capabilities, 
threats, and operations that pose a threat to 
the interests or security of the United 
States, particularly as they relate to the 
procurement, development, and use of dual- 
use and emerging technologies, the Director 
of National Intelligence may assign or facili-
tate the assignment of members from across 
the intelligence community to serve as 
detailees to the Bureau of Industry and Se-
curity of the Department of Commerce. 

(b) ASSIGNMENT.—Detailees assigned pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be drawn from 
such elements of the intelligence community 
as the Director considers appropriate, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce. 

(c) EXPERTISE.—The Director shall ensure 
that detailees assigned pursuant to sub-
section (a) have subject matter expertise on 
countries of concern, including China, Iran, 
North Korea, and Russia, as well as func-
tional areas such as illicit procurement, 
counterproliferation, emerging and 
foundational technology, economic and fi-
nancial intelligence, information and com-
munications technology systems, supply 
chain vulnerability, and counterintelligence. 

(d) DUTY CREDIT.—The detail of an em-
ployee of the intelligence community to the 
Department of Commerce under subsection 
(a) shall be without interruption or loss of 
civil service status or privilege. 

Subtitle B—Next-generation Energy, 
Biotechnology, and Artificial Intelligence 

SEC. 511. EXPANDED ANNUAL ASSESSMENT OF 
ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL 
CAPABILITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA. 

Section 6503(c)(3) of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public 
Law 117–263) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(I) A detailed assessment, prepared in 
consultation with all elements of the work-
ing group— 

‘‘(i) of the investments made by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in— 

‘‘(I) artificial intelligence; 
‘‘(II) next-generation energy technologies, 

especially small modular reactors and ad-
vanced batteries; and 

‘‘(III) biotechnology; and 
‘‘(ii) that identifies— 
‘‘(I) competitive practices of the People’s 

Republic of China relating to the tech-
nologies described in clause (i); 

‘‘(II) opportunities to counter the practices 
described in subclause (I); 

‘‘(III) countries the People’s Republic of 
China is targeting for exports of civil nuclear 
technology; 

‘‘(IV) countries best positioned to utilize 
civil nuclear technologies from the United 
States in order to facilitate the commercial 
export of those technologies; 

‘‘(V) United States vulnerabilities in the 
supply chain of these technologies; and 

‘‘(VI) opportunities to counter the export 
by the People’s Republic of China of civil nu-
clear technologies globally. 

‘‘(J) An identification and assessment of 
any unmet resource or authority needs of 
the working group that affect the ability of 
the working group to carry out this sec-
tion.’’. 

SEC. 512. ASSESSMENT OF USING CIVIL NUCLEAR 
ENERGY FOR INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY CAPABILITIES. 

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Director 
of National Intelligence shall, in consulta-
tion with the heads of such other elements of 
the intelligence community as the Director 
considers appropriate, conduct an assess-
ment of capabilities identified by the Intel-
ligence Community Continuity Program es-
tablished pursuant to section E(3) of Intel-
ligence Community Directive 118, or any suc-
cessor directive, or such other intelligence 
community facilities or intelligence commu-
nity capabilities as may be determined by 
the Director to be critical to United States 
national security, that have unique energy 
needs— 

(1) to ascertain the feasibility and advis-
ability of using civil nuclear reactors to 
meet such needs; and 

(2) to identify such additional resources, 
technologies, infrastructure, or authorities 
needed, or other potential obstacles, to com-
mence use of a nuclear reactor to meet such 
needs. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director shall submit to the congressional 
intelligence committees, the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the Senate, and the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability and the Committee 
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives a report, which may be in classified 
form, on the findings of the Director with re-
spect to the assessment conducted pursuant 
to subsection (a). 
SEC. 513. POLICIES ESTABLISHED BY DIRECTOR 

OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE FOR 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAPA-
BILITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6702 of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2023 (50 U.S.C. 3334m) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection 
(b)’’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (c); and 

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) POLICIES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out sub-

section (a)(1), not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, in consulta-
tion with the heads of the elements of the in-
telligence community, the Director of the 
Office of Management and Budget, and such 
other officials as the Director of National In-
telligence determines appropriate, shall es-
tablish the policies described in paragraph 
(2). 

‘‘(2) POLICIES DESCRIBED.—The policies de-
scribed in this paragraph are policies for the 
acquisition, adoption, development, use, co-
ordination, and maintenance of artificial in-
telligence capabilities that— 

‘‘(A) establish a lexicon relating to the use 
of machine learning and artificial intel-
ligence developed or acquired by elements of 
the intelligence community; 

‘‘(B) establish guidelines for evaluating the 
performance of models developed or acquired 
by elements of the intelligence community, 
such as by— 

‘‘(i) specifying conditions for the contin-
uous monitoring of artificial intelligence ca-
pabilities for performance, including the 
conditions for retraining or retiring models 
based on performance; 

‘‘(ii) documenting performance objectives, 
including specifying how performance objec-
tives shall be developed and contractually 
enforced for capabilities procured from third 
parties; 

‘‘(iii) specifying the manner in which mod-
els should be audited, as necessary, including 
the types of documentation that should be 
provided to any auditor; and 

‘‘(iv) specifying conditions under which 
models used by elements of the intelligence 
community should be subject to testing and 
evaluation for vulnerabilities to techniques 
meant to undermine the availability, integ-
rity, or privacy of an artificial intelligence 
capability; 

‘‘(C) establish guidelines for tracking de-
pendencies in adjacent systems, capabilities, 
or processes impacted by the retraining or 
sunsetting of any model described in sub-
paragraph (B); 

‘‘(D) establish documentation require-
ments for capabilities procured from third 
parties, aligning such requirements, as nec-
essary, with existing documentation require-
ments applicable to capabilities developed by 
elements of the intelligence community; 

‘‘(E) establish standards for the docu-
mentation of imputed, augmented, or syn-
thetic data used to train any model devel-
oped, procured, or used by an element of the 
intelligence community; and 

‘‘(F) provide guidance on the acquisition 
and usage of models that have previously 
been trained by a third party for subsequent 
modification and usage by such an element. 

‘‘(3) POLICY REVIEW AND REVISION.—The Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall periodi-
cally review and revise each policy estab-
lished under paragraph (1).’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
6712(b)(1) of such Act (50 U.S.C. 3024 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 6702(b)’’ and 
inserting ‘‘section 6702(c)’’. 

TITLE VI—WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS 
SEC. 601. SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS OF COM-

PLAINTS AND INFORMATION BY 
WHISTLEBLOWERS IN THE INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 4 OF TITLE 
5.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.— 
Section 416 of title 5, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(i) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.— 
Each Inspector General under this section, 
including the designees of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Defense pursuant 
to subsection (b)(3), shall appoint within 
their offices security officers to provide, on a 
permanent basis, confidential, security-re-
lated guidance and direction to employees 
and contractors described in subsection (b)(1) 
who intend to report to Congress complaints 
or information, so that such employees and 
contractors can obtain direction on how to 
report to Congress in accordance with appro-
priate security practices.’’. 

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subsection (e) of such 
section is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or any 
other committee of jurisdiction of the Sen-
ate or the House of Representatives’’ after 
‘‘either or both of the intelligence commit-
tees’’; 

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 

subparagraph (B), the employee may contact 
an intelligence committee or another com-
mittee of jurisdiction directly as described 
in paragraph (1) of this subsection or in sub-
section (b)(4) only if the employee— 

‘‘(i) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the head of the establishment, 
through the Inspector General (or designee), 
a statement of the employee’s complaint or 
information and notice of the employee’s in-
tent to contact an intelligence committee or 
another committee of jurisdiction of the 
Senate or the House of Representatives di-
rectly; and 
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‘‘(ii)(I) obtains and follows, from the head 

of the establishment, through the Inspector 
General (or designee), procedural direction 
on how to contact an intelligence committee 
or another committee of jurisdiction of the 
Senate or the House of Representatives in 
accordance with appropriate security prac-
tices; or 

‘‘(II) obtains and follows such procedural 
direction from the applicable security officer 
appointed under subsection (i). 

‘‘(B) LACK OF PROCEDURAL DIRECTION.—If an 
employee seeks procedural direction under 
subparagraph (A)(ii) and does not receive 
such procedural direction within 30 days, or 
receives insufficient direction to report to 
Congress a complaint or information, the 
employee may contact an intelligence com-
mittee or any other committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly without obtaining or fol-
lowing the procedural direction otherwise re-
quired under such subparagraph.’’; and 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and 

(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(3) COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND STAFF.—An 
employee of an element of the intelligence 
community who intends to report to Con-
gress a complaint or information may report 
such complaint or information to the Chair-
man and Vice Chairman or Ranking Member, 
as the case may be, of an intelligence com-
mittee or another committee of jurisdiction 
of the Senate or the House of Representa-
tives, a nonpartisan member of the com-
mittee staff designated for purposes of re-
ceiving complaints or information under this 
section, or a member of the majority staff 
and a member of the minority staff of the 
committee.’’. 

(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subsection (b) of such 
section is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

‘‘(4) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subject to paragraphs 
(2) and (3) of subsection (e), an employee of 
an element of the intelligence community 
who intends to report to Congress a com-
plaint or information may report such com-
plaint or information directly to Congress.’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO NATIONAL SECURITY 
ACT OF 1947.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.— 
Section 103H(j) of the National Security Act 
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3033(j)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 

‘‘(5) The Inspector General shall appoint 
within the Office of the Inspector General se-
curity officers as required by section 416(i) of 
title 5, United States Code.’’. 

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 103H(k)(5) of such Act (50 U.S.C. 
3033(k)(5)) is amended— 

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or any other 
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘either 
or both of the congressional intelligence 
committees’’; 

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(ii)(I) Except as provided in subclause (II), 
an employee may contact a congressional in-
telligence committee or another committee 
of jurisdiction directly as described in clause 
(i) only if the employee— 

‘‘(aa) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the Director, through the Inspector 
General, a statement of the employee’s com-
plaint or information and notice of the em-
ployee’s intent to contact a congressional in-
telligence committee or another committee 
of jurisdiction of the Senate or the House of 
Representatives directly; and 

‘‘(bb)(AA) obtains and follows, from the Di-
rector, through the Inspector General, proce-

dural direction on how to contact a congres-
sional intelligence committee or another 
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives in accordance 
with appropriate security practices; or 

‘‘(BB) obtains and follows such procedural 
direction from the applicable security officer 
appointed under section 416(i) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(II) If an employee seeks procedural direc-
tion under subclause (I)(bb) and does not re-
ceive such procedural direction within 30 
days, or receives insufficient direction to re-
port to Congress a complaint or information, 
the employee may contact a congressional 
intelligence committee or any other com-
mittee of jurisdiction of the Senate or the 
House of Representatives directly without 
obtaining or following the procedural direc-
tion otherwise required under such sub-
clause.’’; 

(C) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv); and 

(D) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) An employee of an element of the in-
telligence community who intends to report 
to Congress a complaint or information may 
report such complaint or information to the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman or Ranking 
Member, as the case may be, of a congres-
sional intelligence committee or another 
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives, a nonpartisan 
member of the committee staff designated 
for purposes of receiving complaints or infor-
mation under this section, or a member of 
the majority staff and a member of the mi-
nority staff of the committee.’’. 

(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subparagraph (A) of 
such section is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ before ‘‘An employee 
of’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) Subject to clauses (ii) and (iii) of sub-

paragraph (D), an employee of an element of 
the intelligence community who intends to 
report to Congress a complaint or informa-
tion may report such complaint or informa-
tion directly to Congress, regardless of 
whether the complaint or information is 
with respect to an urgent concern— 

‘‘(I) in lieu of reporting such complaint or 
information under clause (i); or 

‘‘(II) in addition to reporting such com-
plaint or information under clause (i).’’. 

(c) AMENDMENTS TO THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY ACT OF 1949.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.— 
Section 17(d)(5) of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3517(d)(5)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(I) The Inspector General shall appoint 
within the Office of the Inspector General se-
curity officers as required by section 416(i) of 
title 5, United States Code.’’. 

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subparagraph (D) of such 
section is amended— 

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or any other 
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives’’ after ‘‘either 
or both of the intelligence committees’’; 

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows: 

‘‘(ii)(I) Except as provided in subclause (II), 
an employee may contact an intelligence 
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion directly as described in clause (i) only if 
the employee— 

‘‘(aa) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the Director, through the Inspector 
General, a statement of the employee’s com-
plaint or information and notice of the em-
ployee’s intent to contact an intelligence 
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly; and 

‘‘(bb)(AA) obtains and follows, from the Di-
rector, through the Inspector General, proce-
dural direction on how to contact an intel-
ligence committee or another committee of 
jurisdiction of the Senate or the House of 
Representatives in accordance with appro-
priate security practices; or 

‘‘(BB) obtains and follows such procedural 
direction from the applicable security officer 
appointed under section 416(i) of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(II) If an employee seeks procedural direc-
tion under subclause (I)(bb) and does not re-
ceive such procedural direction within 30 
days, or receives insufficient direction to re-
port to Congress a complaint or information, 
the employee may contact an intelligence 
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly without obtaining or fol-
lowing the procedural direction otherwise re-
quired under such subclause.’’; 

(C) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause 
(iv); and 

(D) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(iii) An employee of the Agency who in-
tends to report to Congress a complaint or 
information may report such complaint or 
information to the Chairman and Vice Chair-
man or Ranking Member, as the case may 
be, of an intelligence committee or another 
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or 
the House of Representatives, a nonpartisan 
member of the committee staff designated 
for purposes of receiving complaints or infor-
mation under this section, or a member of 
the majority staff and a member of the mi-
nority staff of the committee.’’. 

(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subparagraph (A) of 
such section is amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘(i)’’ before ‘‘An employee 
of’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(ii) Subject to clauses (ii) and (iii) of sub-

paragraph (D), an employee of the Agency 
who intends to report to Congress a com-
plaint or information may report such com-
plaint or information directly to Congress, 
regardless of whether the complaint or infor-
mation is with respect to an urgent con-
cern— 

‘‘(I) in lieu of reporting such complaint or 
information under clause (i); or 

‘‘(II) in addition to reporting such com-
plaint or information under clause (i).’’. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section or an amendment made by this 
section shall be construed to revoke or di-
minish any right of an individual provided 
by section 2303 of title 5, United States Code. 
SEC. 602. PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCLOSURE OF 

WHISTLEBLOWER IDENTITY AS RE-
PRISAL AGAINST WHISTLEBLOWER 
DISCLOSURE BY EMPLOYEES AND 
CONTRACTORS IN INTELLIGENCE 
COMMUNITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1104 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3234) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(3) of such section— 
(A) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘‘; or’’ 

and inserting a semicolon; 
(B) by redesignating subparagraph (J) as 

subparagraph (K); and 
(C) by inserting after subparagraph (I) the 

following: 
‘‘(J) a knowing and willful disclosure re-

vealing the identity or other personally iden-
tifiable information of an employee or con-
tractor employee so as to identify the em-
ployee or contractor employee as an em-
ployee or contractor employee who has made 
a lawful disclosure described in subsection 
(b) or (c); or’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g) 
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively; and 
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(3) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(f) PERSONNEL ACTIONS INVOLVING DISCLO-

SURE OF WHISTLEBLOWER IDENTITY.—A per-
sonnel action described in subsection 
(a)(3)(J) shall not be considered to be in vio-
lation of subsection (b) or (c) under the fol-
lowing circumstances: 

‘‘(1) The personnel action was taken with 
the express consent of the employee or con-
tractor employee. 

‘‘(2) An Inspector General with oversight 
responsibility for a covered intelligence com-
munity element determines that— 

‘‘(A) the personnel action was unavoidable 
under section 103H(g)(3)(A) of this Act (50 
U.S.C. 3033(g)(3)(A)), section 17(e)(3)(A) of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3517(e)(3)(A)), section 407(b) of title 5, 
United States Code, or section 420(b)(2)(B) of 
such title; 

‘‘(B) the personnel action was made to an 
official of the Department of Justice respon-
sible for determining whether a prosecution 
should be undertaken; or 

‘‘(C) the personnel action was required by 
statute or an order from a court of com-
petent jurisdiction.’’. 

(b) APPLICABILITY TO DETAILEES.—Sub-
section (a) of section 1104 of such Act (50 
U.S.C. 3234) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘employee’, with 
respect to an agency or a covered intel-
ligence community element, includes an in-
dividual who has been detailed to such agen-
cy or covered intelligence community ele-
ment.’’. 

(c) HARMONIZATION OF ENFORCEMENT.—Sub-
section (g) of such section, as redesignated 
by subsection (a)(2) of this section, is amend-
ed to read as follows: 

‘‘(g) ENFORCEMENT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-

vided in this subsection, the President shall 
provide for the enforcement of this section. 

‘‘(2) HARMONIZATION WITH OTHER ENFORCE-
MENT.—To the fullest extent possible, the 
President shall provide for enforcement of 
this section in a manner that is consistent 
with the enforcement of section 2302(b)(8) of 
title 5, United States Code, especially with 
respect to policies and procedures used to ad-
judicate alleged violations of such section.’’. 
SEC. 603. ESTABLISHING PROCESS PARITY FOR 

ADVERSE SECURITY CLEARANCE 
AND ACCESS DETERMINATIONS. 

Subparagraph (C) of section 3001(j)(4) of the 
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341(j)(4)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(C) CONTRIBUTING FACTOR.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii), in 

determining whether the adverse security 
clearance or access determination violated 
paragraph (1), the agency shall find that 
paragraph (1) was violated if the individual 
has demonstrated that a disclosure described 
in paragraph (1) was a contributing factor in 
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination taken against the individual. 

‘‘(ii) CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.—An indi-
vidual under clause (i) may demonstrate that 
the disclosure was a contributing factor in 
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination taken against the individual 
through circumstantial evidence, such as 
evidence that— 

‘‘(I) the official making the determination 
knew of the disclosure; and 

‘‘(II) the determination occurred within a 
period such that a reasonable person could 
conclude that the disclosure was a contrib-
uting factor in the determination. 

‘‘(iii) DEFENSE.—In determining whether 
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination violated paragraph (1), the agen-
cy shall not find that paragraph (1) was vio-

lated if, after a finding that a disclosure was 
a contributing factor, the agency dem-
onstrates by clear and convincing evidence 
that it would have made the same security 
clearance or access determination in the ab-
sence of such disclosure.’’. 
SEC. 604. ELIMINATION OF CAP ON COMPEN-

SATORY DAMAGES FOR RETALIA-
TORY REVOCATION OF SECURITY 
CLEARANCES AND ACCESS DETER-
MINATIONS. 

Section 3001(j)(4)(B) of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 
(50 U.S.C. 3341(j)(4)(B)) is amended, in the 
second sentence, by striking ‘‘not to exceed 
$300,000’’. 
SEC. 605. MODIFICATION AND REPEAL OF RE-

PORTING REQUIREMENTS. 
(a) MODIFICATION OF FREQUENCY OF WHIS-

TLEBLOWER NOTIFICATIONS TO INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—Sec-
tion 5334(a) of the Damon Paul Nelson and 
Matthew Young Pollard Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Years 2018, 2019, and 
2020 (Public Law 116–92; 50 U.S.C. 3033 note) is 
amended by striking ‘‘in real time’’ and in-
serting ‘‘monthly’’. 

(b) REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR INSPEC-
TORS GENERAL REVIEWS OF ENHANCED PER-
SONNEL SECURITY PROGRAMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 11001 of title 5, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) by striking subsection (d); and 
(B) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-

section (d). 
(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Subsection (d) 

of section 11001 of such title, as redesignated 
by paragraph (1)(B), is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (3), by adding ‘‘and’’ after 
the semicolon at the end; and 

(B) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a period. 

TITLE VII—CLASSIFICATION REFORM 
Subtitle A—Classification Reform Act of 2023 
SEC. 701. SHORT TITLE. 

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Classi-
fication Reform Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 702. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ means 

any Executive agency as defined in section 
105 of title 5, United States Code, any mili-
tary department as defined in section 102 of 
such title, and any other entity in the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government that 
comes into the possession of classified infor-
mation. 

(2) CLASSIFY, CLASSIFIED, CLASSIFICATION.— 
The terms ‘‘classify’’, ‘‘classified’’, and 
‘‘classification’’ refer to the process by 
which information is determined to require 
protection from unauthorized disclosure pur-
suant to Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 
note; relating to classified national security 
information), or previous and successor exec-
utive orders or similar directives, or section 
703 in order to protect the national security 
of the United States. 

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘classified information’’ means information 
that has been classified under Executive 
Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to 
classified national security information), or 
previous and successor executive orders or 
similar directives, or section 703. 

(4) DECLASSIFY, DECLASSIFIED, DECLAS-
SIFICATION.—The terms ‘‘declassify’’, ‘‘de-
classified’’, and ‘‘declassification’’ refer to 
the process by which information that has 
been classified is determined to no longer re-
quire protection from unauthorized disclo-
sure pursuant to Executive Order 13526 (50 
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classified na-
tional security information), or previous and 
successor executive orders or similar direc-
tives, or section 703. 

(5) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information’’ 
means any knowledge that can be commu-

nicated, or documentary material, regardless 
of its physical form or characteristics, that 
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under 
the control of the United States Govern-
ment. 

SEC. 703. CLASSIFICATION AND DECLASSIFICA-
TION OF INFORMATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may, in ac-
cordance with this section, protect from un-
authorized disclosure any information owned 
by, produced by or for, or under the control 
of the executive branch of the Federal Gov-
ernment when there is a demonstrable need 
to do so in order to protect the national se-
curity of the United States. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS AND PRO-
CEDURES FOR CLASSIFICATION AND DECLAS-
SIFICATION.— 

(1) GOVERNMENTWIDE PROCEDURES.— 
(A) CLASSIFICATION.—The President shall, 

to the extent necessary, establish categories 
of information that may be classified and 
procedures for classifying information under 
subsection (a). 

(B) DECLASSIFICATION.—At the same time 
the President establishes categories and pro-
cedures under subparagraph (A), the Presi-
dent shall establish procedures for declas-
sifying information that was previously clas-
sified. 

(C) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The proce-
dures established pursuant to subparagraphs 
(A) and (B) shall— 

(i) provide that information may be classi-
fied under this section, and may remain clas-
sified under this section, only if the harm to 
national security that might reasonably be 
expected from disclosure of such information 
outweighs the public interest in disclosure of 
such information; 

(ii) establish standards and criteria for the 
classification of information; 

(iii) establish standards, criteria, and 
timelines for the declassification of informa-
tion classified under this section; 

(iv) provide for the automatic declassifica-
tion of classified records with permanent 
historical value; 

(v) provide for the timely review of mate-
rials submitted for pre-publication; 

(vi) narrow the criteria for classification 
set forth under section 1.4 of Executive Order 
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classi-
fied national security information), as in ef-
fect on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act; 

(vii) narrow the exemptions from auto-
matic declassification set forth under sec-
tion 3.3(b) of Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 
3161 note; relating to classified national se-
curity information), as in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of this Act; 

(viii) provide a clear and specific definition 
of ‘‘harm to national security’’ as it pertains 
to clause (i); and 

(ix) provide a clear and specific definition 
of ‘‘intelligence sources and methods’’ as it 
pertains to the categories and procedures 
under subparagraph (A). 

(2) AGENCY STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency 

shall establish a single set of consolidated 
standards and procedures to permit such 
agency to classify and declassify information 
created by such agency in accordance with 
the categories and procedures established by 
the President under this section and other-
wise to carry out this section. 

(B) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Each agency 
head shall submit to Congress the standards 
and procedures established by such agency 
head under subparagraph (A). 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO FOIA.— 
Section 552(b)(1) of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended to read as follows: 
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‘‘(1)(A) specifically authorized to be classi-

fied under section 703 of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, or spe-
cifically authorized under criteria estab-
lished by an Executive order to be kept se-
cret in the interest of national security; and 

‘‘(B) are in fact properly classified pursu-
ant to that section or Executive order;’’. 

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a) and (b) 

shall take effect on the date that is 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(2) RELATION TO PRESIDENTIAL DIREC-
TIVES.—Presidential directives regarding 
classifying, safeguarding, and declassifying 
national security information, including Ex-
ecutive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relat-
ing to classified national security informa-
tion), or successor order, in effect on the day 
before the date of the enactment of this Act, 
as well as procedures issued pursuant to such 
Presidential directives, shall remain in ef-
fect until superseded by procedures issues 
pursuant to subsection (b). 
SEC. 704. TRANSPARENCY OFFICERS. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Attorney General, 
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, the Director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, the Direc-
tor of the National Security Agency, the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, and the head of any other department, 
agency, or element of the executive branch 
of the Federal Government determined by 
the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight 
Board established by section 1061 of the In-
telligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004 (42 U.S.C. 2000ee) to be appro-
priate for coverage under this section, shall 
each designate at least 1 senior officer to 
serve as the principal advisor to assist such 
head of a department, agency, or element 
and other officials of the department, agen-
cy, or element of the head in identifying 
records of significant public interest and 
prioritizing appropriate review of such 
records in order to facilitate the public dis-
closure of such records in redacted or 
unredacted form. 

(b) DETERMINING PUBLIC INTEREST IN DIS-
CLOSURE.—In assisting the head of a depart-
ment, agency, or element and other officials 
of such department, agency, or element in 
identifying records of significant public in-
terest under subsection (a), the senior officer 
designated by the head under such sub-
section shall consider whether— 

(1) or not disclosure of the information 
would better enable United States citizens to 
hold Federal Government officials account-
able for their actions and policies; 

(2) or not disclosure of the information 
would assist the United States criminal jus-
tice system in holding persons responsible 
for criminal acts or acts contrary to the 
Constitution; 

(3) or not disclosure of the information 
would assist Congress or any committee or 
subcommittee thereof, in carrying out its 
oversight responsibilities with regard to the 
executive branch of the Federal Government 
or in adequately informing itself of execu-
tive branch policies and activities in order to 
carry out its legislative responsibilities; 

(4) the disclosure of the information would 
assist Congress or the public in under-
standing the interpretation of the Federal 
Government of a provision of law, including 
Federal regulations, Presidential directives, 
statutes, case law, and the Constitution of 
the United States; or 

(5) or not disclosure of the information 
would bring about any other significant ben-
efit, including an increase in public aware-

ness or understanding of Government activi-
ties or an enhancement of Federal Govern-
ment efficiency. 

(c) PERIODIC REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Each senior officer des-

ignated under subsection (a) shall periodi-
cally, but not less frequently than annually, 
submit a report on the activities of the offi-
cer, including the documents determined to 
be in the public interest for disclosure under 
subsection (b), to— 

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs and the Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform and the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence of the House of 
Representatives; and 

(C) the head of the department, agency, or 
element of the senior officer. 

(2) FORM.—Each report submitted pursuant 
to paragraph (1) shall be submitted, to the 
greatest extent possible, in unclassified 
form, with a classified annex as may be nec-
essary. 

Subtitle B—Sensible Classification Act of 
2023 

SEC. 711. SHORT TITLE. 
This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Sensible 

Classification Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 712. DEFINITIONS. 

In this subtitle: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’’ has the 

meaning given the term ‘‘Executive agency’’ 
in section 105 of title 5, United States Code. 

(2) CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘classifica-
tion’’ means the act or process by which in-
formation is determined to be classified in-
formation. 

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘classified information’’ means information 
that has been determined pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 12958 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating 
to classified national security information), 
or successor order, to require protection 
against unauthorized disclosure and is 
marked to indicate its classified status when 
in documentary form. 

(4) DECLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘declas-
sification’’ means the authorized change in 
the status of information from classified in-
formation to unclassified information. 

(5) DOCUMENT.—The term ‘‘document’’ 
means any recorded information, regardless 
of the nature of the medium or the method 
or circumstances of recording. 

(6) DOWNGRADE.—The term ‘‘downgrade’’ 
means a determination by a declassification 
authority that information classified and 
safeguarded at a specified level shall be clas-
sified and safeguarded at a lower level. 

(7) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information’’ 
means any knowledge that can be commu-
nicated or documentary material, regardless 
of its physical form or characteristics, that 
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under 
the control of the United States Govern-
ment. 

(8) ORIGINATE, ORIGINATING, AND ORIGI-
NATED.—The term ‘‘originate’’, ‘‘origi-
nating’’, and ‘‘originated’’, with respect to 
classified information and an authority, 
means the authority that classified the in-
formation in the first instance. 

(9) RECORDS.—The term ‘‘records’’ means 
the records of an agency and Presidential pa-
pers or Presidential records, as those terms 
are defined in title 44, United States Code, 
including those created or maintained by a 
government contractor, licensee, certificate 
holder, or grantee that are subject to the 
sponsoring agency’s control under the terms 
of the contract, license, certificate, or grant. 

(10) SECURITY CLEARANCE.—The term ‘‘secu-
rity clearance’’ means an authorization to 
access classified information. 

(11) UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE.—The term 
‘‘unauthorized disclosure’’ means a commu-

nication or physical transfer of classified in-
formation to an unauthorized recipient. 

(12) UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term 
‘‘unclassified information’’ means informa-
tion that is not classified information. 
SEC. 713. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings: 

(1) According to a report released by the 
Office of the Director of Intelligence in 2020 
titled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2019 Annual Report on 
Security Clearance Determinations’’, more 
than 4,000,000 individuals have been granted 
eligibility for a security clearance. 

(2) At least 1,300,000 of such individuals 
have been granted access to information 
classified at the Top Secret level. 

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense 
of the Senate that— 

(1) the classification system of the Federal 
Government is in urgent need of reform; 

(2) the number of people with access to 
classified information is exceedingly high 
and must be justified or reduced; 

(3) reforms are necessary to reestablish 
trust between the Federal Government and 
the people of the United States; and 

(4) classification should be limited to the 
minimum necessary to protect national se-
curity while balancing the public’s interest 
in disclosure. 
SEC. 714. CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to classify 
information originally may be exercised only 
by— 

(1) the President and, in the performance 
of executive duties, the Vice President; 

(2) the head of an agency or an official of 
any agency authorized by the President pur-
suant to a designation of such authority in 
the Federal Register; and 

(3) an official of the Federal Government 
to whom authority to classify information 
originally has been delegated pursuant to 
subsection (c). 

(b) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—An individual 
authorized by this section to classify infor-
mation originally at a specified level may 
also classify the information originally at a 
lower level. 

(c) DELEGATION OF ORIGINAL CLASSIFICA-
TION AUTHORITY.—An official of the Federal 
Government may be delegated original clas-
sification authority subject to the following: 

(1) Delegation of original classification au-
thority shall be limited to the minimum re-
quired to administer this section. Agency 
heads shall be responsible for ensuring that 
designated subordinate officials have a de-
monstrable and continuing need to exercise 
this authority. 

(2) Authority to originally classify infor-
mation at the level designated as ‘‘Top Se-
cret’’ may be delegated only by the Presi-
dent, in the performance of executive duties, 
the Vice President, or an agency head or offi-
cial designated pursuant to subsection (a)(2). 

(3) Authority to originally classify infor-
mation at the level designated as ‘‘Secret’’ 
or ‘‘Confidential’’ may be delegated only by 
the President, in the performance of execu-
tive duties, the Vice President, or an agency 
head or official designated pursuant to sub-
section (a)(2), or the senior agency official 
described in section 5.4(d) of Executive Order 
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classi-
fied national security information), or suc-
cessor order, provided that official has been 
delegated ‘‘Top Secret’’ original classifica-
tion authority by the agency head. 

(4) Each delegation of original classifica-
tion authority shall be in writing and the au-
thority shall not be redelegated except as 
provided by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3). Each 
delegation shall identify the official by name 
or position title. 

(d) TRAINING REQUIRED.— 
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(1) IN GENERAL.—An individual may not be 

delegated original classification authority 
under this section unless the individual has 
first received training described in para-
graph (2). 

(2) TRAINING DESCRIBED.—Training de-
scribed in this paragraph is training on origi-
nal classification that includes instruction 
on the proper safeguarding of classified in-
formation and of the criminal, civil, and ad-
ministrative sanctions that may be brought 
against an individual who fails to protect 
classified information from unauthorized 
disclosure. 

(e) EXCEPTIONAL CASES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—When an employee, con-

tractor, licensee, certificate holder, or grant-
ee of an agency who does not have original 
classification authority originates informa-
tion believed by that employee, contractor, 
licensee, certificate holder, or grantee to re-
quire classification, the information shall be 
protected in a manner consistent with Exec-
utive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relat-
ing to classified national security informa-
tion), or successor order. 

(2) TRANSMITTAL.—An employee, con-
tractor, licensee, certificate holder, or grant-
ee described in paragraph (1), who originates 
information described in such paragraph, 
shall promptly transmit such information 
to— 

(A) the agency that has appropriate sub-
ject matter interest and classification au-
thority with respect to this information; or 

(B) if it is not clear which agency has ap-
propriate subject matter interest and classi-
fication authority with respect to the infor-
mation, the Director of the Information Se-
curity Oversight Office. 

(3) AGENCY DECISIONS.—An agency that re-
ceives information pursuant to paragraph 
(2)(A) or (4) shall decide within 30 days 
whether to classify this information. 

(4) INFORMATION SECURITY OVERSIGHT OF-
FICE ACTION.—If the Director of the Informa-
tion Security Oversight Office receives infor-
mation under paragraph (2)(B), the Director 
shall determine the agency having appro-
priate subject matter interest and classifica-
tion authority and forward the information, 
with appropriate recommendations, to that 
agency for a classification determination. 
SEC. 715. PROMOTING EFFICIENT DECLASSIFICA-

TION REVIEW. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Whenever an agency is 

processing a request pursuant to section 552 
of title 5, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Freedom of Information 
Act’’) or the mandatory declassification re-
view provisions of Executive Order 13526 (50 
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classified na-
tional security information), or successor 
order, and identifies responsive classified 
records that are more than 25 years of age as 
of December 31 of the year in which the re-
quest is received, the head of the agency 
shall review the record and process the 
record for declassification and release by the 
National Declassification Center of the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration. 

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a) shall 
apply— 

(1) regardless of whether or not the record 
described in such subsection is in the legal 
custody of the National Archives and 
Records Administration; and 

(2) without regard for any other provisions 
of law or existing agreements or practices 
between agencies. 
SEC. 716. TRAINING TO PROMOTE SENSIBLE 

CLASSIFICATION. 
(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) OVER-CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘over- 

classification’’ means classification at a 
level that exceeds the minimum level of clas-
sification that is sufficient to protect the na-
tional security of the United States. 

(2) SENSIBLE CLASSIFICATION.—The term 
‘‘sensible classification’’ means classifica-
tion at a level that is the minimum level of 
classification that is sufficient to protect 
the national security of the United States. 

(b) TRAINING REQUIRED.—Each head of an 
agency with classification authority shall 
conduct training for employees of the agency 
with classification authority to discourage 
over-classification and to promote sensible 
classification. 
SEC. 717. IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC INTEREST 

DECLASSIFICATION BOARD. 
Section 703 of the Public Interest Declas-

sification Act of 2000 (50 U.S.C. 3355a) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(5) A member of the Board whose term 
has expired may continue to serve until a 
successor is appointed and sworn in.’’; and 

(2) in subsection (f)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ before ‘‘Any em-

ployee’’; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(2)(A) In addition to any employees de-

tailed to the Board under paragraph (1), the 
Board may hire not more than 12 staff mem-
bers. 

‘‘(B) There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out subparagraph (A) such 
sums as are necessary for fiscal year 2024 and 
each fiscal year thereafter.’’. 
SEC. 718. IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNOLOGY 

FOR CLASSIFICATION AND DECLAS-
SIFICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator of the Office of Electronic 
Government (in this section referred to as 
the ‘‘Administrator’’) shall, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Defense, the Director 
of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Public 
Interest Declassification Board, the Director 
of the Information Security Oversight Office, 
and the head of the National Declassification 
Center of the National Archives and Records 
Administration— 

(1) research a technology-based solution— 
(A) utilizing machine learning and artifi-

cial intelligence to support efficient and ef-
fective systems for classification and declas-
sification; and 

(B) to be implemented on an interoperable 
and federated basis across the Federal Gov-
ernment; and 

(2) submit to the President a recommenda-
tion regarding a technology-based solution 
described in paragraph (1) that should be 
adopted by the Federal Government. 

(b) STAFF.—The Administrator may hire 
sufficient staff to carry out subsection (a). 

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
President shall submit to Congress a classi-
fied report on the technology-based solution 
recommended by the Administrator under 
subsection (a)(2) and the President’s decision 
regarding its adoption. 
SEC. 719. STUDIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

NECESSITY OF SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCES. 

(a) AGENCY STUDIES ON NECESSITY OF SECU-
RITY CLEARANCES.— 

(1) STUDIES REQUIRED.—The head of each 
agency that grants security clearances to 
personnel of such agency shall conduct a 
study on the necessity of such clearances. 

(2) REPORTS REQUIRED.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 

after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
each head of an agency that conducts a 
study under paragraph (1) shall submit to 
Congress a report on the findings of the 
agency head with respect to such study, 
which the agency head may classify as ap-
propriate. 

(B) REQUIRED ELEMENTS.—Each report sub-
mitted by the head of an agency under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include, for such agency, 
the following: 

(i) The number of personnel eligible for ac-
cess to information up to the ‘‘Top Secret’’ 
level. 

(ii) The number of personnel eligible for 
access to information up to the ‘‘Secret’’ 
level. 

(iii) Information on any reduction in the 
number of personnel eligible for access to 
classified information based on the study 
conducted under paragraph (1). 

(iv) A description of how the agency head 
will ensure that the number of security 
clearances granted by such agency will be 
kept to the minimum required for the con-
duct of agency functions, commensurate 
with the size, needs, and mission of the agen-
cy. 

(3) INDUSTRY.—This subsection shall apply 
to the Secretary of Defense in the Sec-
retary’s capacity as the Executive Agent for 
the National Industrial Security Program, 
and the Secretary shall treat contractors, li-
censees, and grantees as personnel of the De-
partment of Defense for purposes of the stud-
ies and reports required by this subsection. 

(b) DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE 
REVIEW OF SENSITIVE COMPARTMENTED INFOR-
MATION.—The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall— 

(1) review the number of personnel eligible 
for access to sensitive compartmented infor-
mation; and 

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the 
Director will ensure that the number of such 
personnel is limited to the minimum re-
quired. 

(c) AGENCY REVIEW OF SPECIAL ACCESS PRO-
GRAMS.—Each head of an agency who is au-
thorized to establish a special access pro-
gram by Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 
note; relating to classified national security 
information), or successor order, shall— 

(1) review the number of personnel of the 
agency eligible for access to such special ac-
cess programs; and 

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the 
agency head will ensure that the number of 
such personnel is limited to the minimum 
required. 

(d) SECRETARY OF ENERGY REVIEW OF Q AND 
L CLEARANCES.—The Secretary of Energy 
shall— 

(1) review the number of personnel of the 
Department of Energy granted Q and L ac-
cess; and 

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the 
Secretary will ensure that the number of 
such personnel is limited to the minimum 
required 

(e) INDEPENDENT REVIEWS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date on which a study is 
completed under subsection (a) or a review is 
completed under subsections (b) through (d), 
the Director of the Information Security 
Oversight Office of the National Archives 
and Records Administration, the Director of 
National Intelligence, and the Public Inter-
est Declassification Board shall each review 
the study or review, as the case may be. 

TITLE VIII—SECURITY CLEARANCE AND 
TRUSTED WORKFORCE 

SEC. 801. REVIEW OF SHARED INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES FOR PER-
SONNEL VETTING. 

(a) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMIT-
TEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term 
‘‘appropriate committees of Congress’’ 
means— 

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees; 

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and 
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and 
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(3) the Committee on Armed Services and 

the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives. 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of National Intelligence shall 
submit to the appropriate committees of 
Congress a review of the extent to which the 
intelligence community can use information 
technology services shared among the intel-
ligence community for purposes of personnel 
vetting, including with respect to human re-
sources, suitability, and security. 
SEC. 802. TIMELINESS STANDARD FOR REN-

DERING DETERMINATIONS OF 
TRUST FOR PERSONNEL VETTING. 

(a) TIMELINESS STANDARD.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, act-

ing through the Security Executive Agent 
and the Suitability and Credentialing Execu-
tive Agent, establish and publish in such 
public venue as the President considers ap-
propriate, new timeliness performance 
standards for processing personnel vetting 
trust determinations in accordance with the 
Federal personnel vetting performance man-
agement standards. 

(2) QUINQUENNIAL REVIEWS.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years, the Presi-
dent shall, acting through the Security Ex-
ecutive Agent and the Suitability and 
Credentialing Executive Agent— 

(A) review the standards established pursu-
ant to paragraph (1); and 

(B) pursuant to such review— 
(i) update such standards as the President 

considers appropriate; and 
(ii) publish in the Federal Register such 

updates as may be made pursuant to clause 
(i). 

(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3001 
of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341) is 
amended by striking subsection (g). 

(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTA-
TION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than 
quarterly, the Security Executive Agent and 
the Suitability and Credentialing Executive 
Agent shall jointly make available to the 
public a quarterly report on the compliance 
of Executive agencies (as defined in section 
105 of title 5, United States Code) with the 
standards established pursuant to subsection 
(a). 

(2) DISAGGREGATION.—Each report made 
available pursuant to paragraph (1) shall 
disaggregate, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, data by appropriate category of per-
sonnel risk and between Government and 
contractor personnel. 

(c) COMPLEMENTARY STANDARDS FOR INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may, in consultation with 
the Security, Suitability, and Credentialing 
Performance Accountability Council estab-
lished pursuant to Executive Order 13467 (50 
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to reforming proc-
esses related to suitability for Government 
employment, fitness for contractor employ-
ees, and eligibility for access to classified 
national security information) establish for 
the intelligence community standards com-
plementary to those established pursuant to 
subsection (a). 
SEC. 803. ANNUAL REPORT ON PERSONNEL VET-

TING TRUST DETERMINATIONS. 
(a) DEFINITION OF PERSONNEL VETTING 

TRUST DETERMINATION.—In this section, the 
term ‘‘personnel vetting trust determina-
tion’’ means any determination made by an 
executive branch agency as to whether an in-
dividual can be trusted to perform job func-
tions or to be granted access necessary for a 
position. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March 
30, 2024, and annually thereafter for 5 years, 

the Director of National Intelligence, acting 
as the Security Executive Agent, and the Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, acting as the Suitability and 
Credentialing Executive Agent, in coordina-
tion with the Security, Suitability, and 
Credentialing Performance Accountability 
Council, shall jointly make available to the 
public a report on specific types of personnel 
vetting trust determinations made during 
the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in 
which the report is made available, 
disaggregated, to the greatest extent pos-
sible, by the following: 

(1) Determinations of eligibility for na-
tional security-sensitive positions, sepa-
rately noting— 

(A) the number of individuals granted ac-
cess to national security information; and 

(B) the number of individuals determined 
to be eligible for but not granted access to 
national security information. 

(2) Determinations of suitability or fitness 
for a public trust position. 

(3) Status as a Government employee, a 
contractor employee, or other category. 

(c) ELIMINATION OF REPORT REQUIREMENT.— 
Section 3001 of the Intelligence Reform and 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 
3341) is amended by striking subsection (h). 
SEC. 804. SURVEY TO ASSESS STRENGTHS AND 

WEAKNESSES OF TRUSTED WORK-
FORCE 2.0. 

Not later than 1 year after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, and once every 2 
years thereafter until 2029, the Comptroller 
General of the United States shall admin-
ister a survey to such sample of Federal 
agencies, Federal contractors, and other per-
sons that require security clearances to ac-
cess classified information as the Comp-
troller General considers appropriate to as-
sess— 

(1) the strengths and weaknesses of the im-
plementation of the Trusted Workforce 2.0 
initiative; and 

(2) the effectiveness of vetting Federal per-
sonnel while managing risk during the 
onboarding of such personnel. 
SEC. 805. PROHIBITION ON DENIAL OF ELIGI-

BILITY FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION SOLELY BECAUSE OF 
PAST USE OF CANNABIS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) CANNABIS.—The term ‘‘cannabis’’ has 

the meaning given the term ‘‘marihuana’’ in 
section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act 
(21 U.S.C. 802). 

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘eligibility for ac-
cess to classified information’’ has the mean-
ing given the term in the procedures estab-
lished pursuant to section 801(a) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3161(a)). 

(b) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, the head of an ele-
ment of the intelligence community may not 
make a determination to deny eligibility for 
access to classified information to an indi-
vidual based solely on the use of cannabis by 
the individual prior to the submission of the 
application for a security clearance by the 
individual. 

TITLE IX—ANOMALOUS HEALTH 
INCIDENTS 

SEC. 901. IMPROVED FUNDING FLEXIBILITY FOR 
PAYMENTS MADE BY THE CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY FOR QUALI-
FYING INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

Section 19A(d) of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(d)) is 
amended by striking paragraph (3) and in-
serting the following new paragraph: 

‘‘(3) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Payment under para-

graph (2) in a fiscal year may be made using 
any funds— 

‘‘(i) appropriated in advance specifically 
for payments under such paragraph; or 

‘‘(ii) reprogrammed in accordance with sec-
tion 504 of the National Security Act of 1947 
(50 U.S.C. 3094). 

‘‘(B) BUDGET.—For each fiscal year, the Di-
rector shall include with the budget jus-
tification materials submitted to Congress 
in support of the budget of the President for 
that fiscal year pursuant to section 1105(a) of 
title 31, United States Code, an estimate of 
the funds required in that fiscal year to 
make payments under paragraph (2).’’. 
SEC. 902. CLARIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS TO 

SEEK CERTAIN BENEFITS RELATING 
TO INJURIES TO THE BRAIN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 19A(d)(5) of the 
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 
U.S.C. 3519b(d)(5)) is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘Payments made’’ and in-
serting the following: 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Payments made’’; and 
(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(B) RELATION TO CERTAIN FEDERAL WORK-

ERS COMPENSATION LAWS.—Without regard to 
the requirements in sections (b) and (c), cov-
ered employees need not first seek benefits 
provided under chapter 81 of title 5, United 
States Code, to be eligible solely for pay-
ment authorized under paragraph (2) of this 
subsection.’’. 

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency shall— 

(1) revise applicable regulations to conform 
with the amendment made by subsection (a); 
and 

(2) submit to the congressional intelligence 
committees, the Subcommittee on Defense 
of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate, and the Subcommittee on Defense of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives copies of such reg-
ulations, as revised pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 
SEC. 903. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IMPLE-

MENTATION OF HAVANA ACT OF 2021 
AUTHORITIES. 

(a) REGULATIONS.—Except as provided in 
subsection (c), not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, each 
head of an element of the intelligence com-
munity that has not already done so shall— 

(1) issue regulations and procedures to im-
plement the authorities provided by section 
19A(d) of the Central Intelligence Agency 
Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(d)) and section 
901(i) of title IX of division J of the Further 
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22 
U.S.C. 2680b(i)) to provide payments under 
such sections, to the degree that such au-
thorities are applicable to the head of the 
element; and 

(2) submit to the congressional intel-
ligence, the Subcommittee on Defense of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate, 
and the Subcommittee on Defense of the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House 
of Representatives committees copies of 
such regulations. 

(b) REPORTING.—Not later than 210 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
each head of an element of the intelligence 
community shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives a report on— 

(1) the estimated number of individuals as-
sociated with their element that may be eli-
gible for payment under the authorities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1); 

(2) an estimate of the obligation that the 
head of the intelligence community element 
expects to incur in fiscal year 2025 as a result 
of establishing the regulations pursuant to 
subsection (a)(1); and 
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(3) any perceived barriers or concerns in 

implementing such authorities. 
(c) ALTERNATIVE REPORTING.—Not later 

than 180 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, each head of an element of the 
intelligence community (other than the Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency) 
who believes that the authorities described 
in subsection (a)(1) are not currently rel-
evant for individuals associated with their 
element, or who are not otherwise in posi-
tion to issue the regulations and procedures 
required by subsection (a)(1) shall provide 
written and detailed justification to the con-
gressional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives to explain this position. 
SEC. 904. REPORT AND BRIEFING ON CENTRAL 

INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HANDLING 
OF ANOMALOUS HEALTH INCI-
DENTS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Agency’’ means 

the Central Intelligence Agency. 
(2) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-

fying injury’’ has the meaning given such 
term in section 19A(d)(1) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 
3519b(d)(1)). 

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency shall submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees a report on the han-
dling of anomalous health incidents by the 
Agency. 

(c) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall include the following: 

(1) HAVANA ACT IMPLEMENTATION.— 
(A) An explanation of how the Agency de-

termines whether a reported anomalous 
health incident resulted in a qualifying in-
jury or a qualifying injury to the brain. 

(B) The number of participants of the Ex-
panded Care Program of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency who— 

(i) have a certified qualifying injury or a 
certified qualifying injury to the brain; and 

(ii) as of September 30, 2023, applied to the 
Expanded Care Program due to a reported 
anomalous health incident. 

(C) A comparison of the number of anoma-
lous health incidents reported by applicants 
to the Expanded Care Program that occurred 
in the United States and that occurred in a 
foreign country. 

(D) The specific reason each applicant was 
approved or denied for payment under the 
Expanded Care Program. 

(E) The number of applicants who were ini-
tially denied payment but were later ap-
proved on appeal. 

(F) The average length of time, from the 
time of application, for an applicant to re-
ceive a determination from the Expanded 
Care Program, aggregated by qualifying in-
juries and qualifying injuries to the brain. 

(2) PRIORITY CASES.— 
(A) A detailed list of priority cases of 

anomalous health incidents, including, for 
each incident, locations, dates, times, and 
circumstances. 

(B) For each priority case listed in accord-
ance with subparagraph (A), a detailed expla-
nation of each credible alternative expla-
nation that the Agency assigned to the inci-
dent, including— 

(i) how the incident was discovered; 
(ii) how the incident was assigned within 

the Agency; and 
(iii) whether an individual affected by the 

incident is provided an opportunity to appeal 
the credible alternative explanation. 

(C) For each priority case of an anomalous 
health incident determined to be largely 

consistent with the definition of ‘‘anomalous 
health incident’’ established by the National 
Academy of Sciences and for which the 
Agency does not have a credible alternative 
explanation, a detailed description of such 
case. 

(3) ANOMALOUS HEALTH INCIDENT SENSORS.— 
(A) A list of all types of sensors that the 

Agency has developed or deployed with re-
spect to reports of anomalous health inci-
dents, including, for each type of sensor, the 
deployment location, the date and the dura-
tion of the employment of such type of sen-
sor, and, if applicable, the reason for re-
moval. 

(B) A list of entities to which the Agency 
has provided unrestricted access to data as-
sociated with anomalous health incidents. 

(C) A list of requests for support the Agen-
cy has received from elements of the Federal 
Government regarding sensor development, 
testing, or deployment, and a description of 
the support provided in each case. 

(D) A description of all emitter signatures 
obtained by sensors associated with anoma-
lous health incidents in Agency holdings 
since 2016, including— 

(i) the identification of any of such 
emitters that the Agency prioritizes as a 
threat; and 

(ii) an explanation of such prioritization. 
(d) ADDITIONAL SUBMISSIONS.—Concurrent 

with the submission of the report required 
by subsection (b), the Director of the Central 
Intelligence Agency shall submit to the con-
gressional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) a template of each form required to 
apply for the Expanded Care Program, in-
cluding with respect to payments for a quali-
fying injury or a qualifying injury to the 
brain; 

(2) copies of internal guidance used by the 
Agency to adjudicate claims for the Ex-
panded Care Program, including with respect 
to payments for a qualifying injury to the 
brain; 

(3) the case file of each applicant to the Ex-
panded Care Program who applied due to a 
reported anomalous health incident, includ-
ing supporting medical documentation, with 
name and other identifying information re-
dacted; 

(4) copies of all informational and instruc-
tional materials provided to employees of 
and other individuals affiliated with the 
Agency with respect to applying for the Ex-
panded Care Program; and 

(5) copies of Agency guidance provided to 
employees of and other individuals affiliated 
with the Agency with respect to reporting 
and responding to a suspected anomalous 
health incident, and the roles and respon-
sibilities of each element of the Agency 
tasked with responding to a report of an 
anomalous health incident. 

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 
shall brief the congressional intelligence 
committees, the Subcommittee on Defense 
of the Committee on Appropriations of the 
Senate, and the Subcommittee on Defense of 
the Committee on Appropriations of the 
House of Representatives on the report. 

TITLE X—ELECTION SECURITY 
SEC. 1001. STRENGTHENING ELECTION CYBERSE-

CURITY TO UPHOLD RESPECT FOR 
ELECTIONS THROUGH INDE-
PENDENT TESTING ACT OF 2023. 

(a) REQUIRING PENETRATION TESTING AS 
PART OF THE TESTING AND CERTIFICATION OF 
VOTING SYSTEMS.—Section 231 of the Help 

America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 20971) is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new subsection: 

‘‘(e) REQUIRED PENETRATION TESTING.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Commission shall provide for the 
conduct of penetration testing as part of the 
testing, certification, decertification, and re-
certification of voting system hardware and 
software by accredited laboratories under 
this section. 

‘‘(2) ACCREDITATION.—The Director of the 
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall recommend to the Commission 
entities the Director proposes be accredited 
to carry out penetration testing under this 
subsection and certify compliance with the 
penetration testing-related guidelines re-
quired by this subsection. The Commission 
shall vote on the accreditation of any entity 
recommended. The requirements for such ac-
creditation shall be a subset of the require-
ments for accreditation of laboratories under 
subsection (b) and shall only be based on 
consideration of an entity’s competence to 
conduct penetration testing under this sub-
section.’’. 

(b) INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING AND CO-
ORDINATED CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY 
DISCLOSURE PROGRAM FOR ELECTION SYS-
TEMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title II of 
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 
15401 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new part: 
‘‘PART 7—INDEPENDENT SECURITY TEST-

ING AND COORDINATED CYBERSECU-
RITY VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE 
PILOT PROGRAM FOR ELECTION SYS-
TEMS 

‘‘SEC. 297. INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING 
AND COORDINATED CYBERSECU-
RITY VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE 
PILOT PROGRAM FOR ELECTION 
SYSTEMS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission, in 

consultation with the Secretary, shall estab-
lish an Independent Security Testing and Co-
ordinated Vulnerability Disclosure Pilot 
Program for Election Systems (VDP–E) (in 
this section referred to as the ‘program’) in 
order to test for and disclose cybersecurity 
vulnerabilities in election systems. 

‘‘(2) DURATION.—The program shall be con-
ducted for a period of 5 years. 

‘‘(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the 
program, the Commission, in consultation 
with the Secretary, shall— 

‘‘(A) establish a mechanism by which an 
election systems vendor may make their 
election system (including voting machines 
and source code) available to cybersecurity 
researchers participating in the program; 

‘‘(B) provide for the vetting of cybersecu-
rity researchers prior to their participation 
in the program, including the conduct of 
background checks; 

‘‘(C) establish terms of participation that— 
‘‘(i) describe the scope of testing permitted 

under the program; 
‘‘(ii) require researchers to— 
‘‘(I) notify the vendor, the Commission, 

and the Secretary of any cybersecurity vul-
nerability they identify with respect to an 
election system; and 

‘‘(II) otherwise keep such vulnerability 
confidential for 180 days after such notifica-
tion; 

‘‘(iii) require the good faith participation 
of all participants in the program; 

‘‘(iv) require an election system vendor, 
within 180 days after validating notification 
of a critical or high vulnerability (as defined 
by the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology) in an election system of the 
vendor, to— 
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‘‘(I) send a patch or propound some other 

fix or mitigation for such vulnerability to 
the appropriate State and local election offi-
cials, in consultation with the researcher 
who discovered it; and 

‘‘(II) notify the Commission and the Sec-
retary that such patch has been sent to such 
officials; 

‘‘(D) in the case where a patch or fix to ad-
dress a vulnerability disclosed under sub-
paragraph (C)(ii)(I) is intended to be applied 
to a system certified by the Commission, 
provide— 

‘‘(i) for the expedited review of such patch 
or fix within 90 days after receipt by the 
Commission; and 

‘‘(ii) if such review is not completed by the 
last day of such 90 day period, that such 
patch or fix shall be deemed to be certified 
by the Commission, subject to any subse-
quent review of such determination by the 
Commission; and 

‘‘(E) 180 days after the disclosure of a vul-
nerability under subparagraph (C)(ii)(I), no-
tify the Director of the Cybersecurity and 
Infrastructure Security Agency of the vul-
nerability for inclusion in the database of 
Common Vulnerabilities and Exposures. 

‘‘(4) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION; SAFE HAR-
BOR.— 

‘‘(A) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Partici-
pation in the program shall be voluntary for 
election systems vendors and researchers. 

‘‘(B) SAFE HARBOR.—When conducting re-
search under this program, such research 
and subsequent publication shall be consid-
ered to be: 

‘‘(i) Authorized in accordance with section 
1030 of title 18, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘Computer Fraud and 
Abuse Act’), (and similar state laws), and the 
election system vendor will not initiate or 
support legal action against the researcher 
for accidental, good faith violations of the 
program. 

‘‘(ii) Exempt from the anti-circumvention 
rule of section 1201 of title 17, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘Digital Mil-
lennium Copyright Act’), and the election 
system vendor will not bring a claim against 
a researcher for circumvention of technology 
controls. 

‘‘(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this paragraph may be construed to limit or 
otherwise affect any exception to the general 
prohibition against the circumvention of 
technological measures under subparagraph 
(A) of section 1201(a)(1) of title 17, United 
States Code, including with respect to any 
use that is excepted from that general prohi-
bition by the Librarian of Congress under 
subparagraphs (B) through (D) of such sec-
tion 1201(a)(1). 

‘‘(5) EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE.—Cybersecu-
rity vulnerabilities discovered under the pro-
gram shall be exempt from section 552 of 
title 5, United States Code (commonly re-
ferred to as the Freedom of Information 
Act). 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection: 
‘‘(A) CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY.—The 

term ‘cybersecurity vulnerability’ means, 
with respect to an election system, any secu-
rity vulnerability that affects the election 
system. 

‘‘(B) ELECTION INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term 
‘election infrastructure’ means— 

‘‘(i) storage facilities, polling places, and 
centralized vote tabulation locations used to 
support the administration of elections for 
public office; and 

‘‘(ii) related information and communica-
tions technology, including— 

‘‘(I) voter registration databases; 
‘‘(II) election management systems; 
‘‘(III) voting machines; 
‘‘(IV) electronic mail and other commu-

nications systems (including electronic mail 

and other systems of vendors who have en-
tered into contracts with election agencies 
to support the administration of elections, 
manage the election process, and report and 
display election results); and 

‘‘(V) other systems used to manage the 
election process and to report and display 
election results on behalf of an election 
agency. 

‘‘(C) ELECTION SYSTEM.—The term ‘election 
system’ means any information system that 
is part of an election infrastructure, includ-
ing any related information and communica-
tions technology described in subparagraph 
(B)(ii). 

‘‘(D) ELECTION SYSTEM VENDOR.—The term 
‘election system vendor’ means any person 
providing, supporting, or maintaining an 
election system on behalf of a State or local 
election official. 

‘‘(E) INFORMATION SYSTEM.—The term ‘in-
formation system’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 3502 of title 44, United States 
Code. 

‘‘(F) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ 
means the Secretary of Homeland Security. 

‘‘(G) SECURITY VULNERABILITY.—The term 
‘security vulnerability’ has the meaning 
given the term in section 102 of the Cyberse-
curity Information Sharing Act of 2015 (6 
U.S.C. 1501).’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents of such Act is amended by adding at 
the end of the items relating to subtitle D of 
title II the following: 
‘‘PART 7—INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING 

AND COORDINATED CYBERSECURITY VULNER-
ABILITY DISCLOSURE PROGRAM FOR ELEC-
TION SYSTEMS 

‘‘Sec. 297. Independent security testing and 
coordinated cybersecurity vul-
nerability disclosure program 
for election systems.’’. 

TITLE XI—OTHER MATTERS 
SEC. 1101. MODIFICATION OF REPORTING RE-

QUIREMENT FOR ALL-DOMAIN 
ANOMALY RESOLUTION OFFICE. 

Section 1683(k)(1) of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50 
U.S.C. 3373(k)(1)), as amended by section 
6802(a) of the Intelligence Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263), is 
amended— 

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘DIRECTOR 
OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AND SECRETARY OF 
DEFENSE’’ and inserting ‘‘ALL-DOMAIN ANOM-
ALY RESOLUTION OFFICE’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Direc-
tor of National Intelligence and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall jointly’’ and inserting 
‘‘Director of the Office shall’’. 
SEC. 1102. FUNDING LIMITATIONS RELATING TO 

UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-
NOMENA. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-

GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees 
of Congress’’ means— 

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence, 
the Committee on Armed Services, and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate; 
and 

(B) the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and the Committee on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives. 

(2) CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP.—The term 
‘‘congressional leadership’’ means— 

(A) the majority leader of the Senate; 
(B) the minority leader of the Senate; 
(C) the Speaker of the House of Represent-

atives; and 
(D) the minority leader of the House of 

Representatives. 
(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’’ means 

the Director of the All-domain Anomaly Res-
olution Office. 

(4) UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA.— 
The term ‘‘unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena’’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 1683(n) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50 
U.S.C. 3373(n)), as amended by section 6802(a) 
of the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117–263). 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that, due to the increasing poten-
tial for technology surprise from foreign ad-
versaries and to ensure sufficient integration 
across the United States industrial base and 
avoid technology and security stovepipes— 

(1) the United States industrial base must 
retain its global lead in critical advanced 
technologies; and 

(2) the Federal Government must expand 
awareness about any historical exotic tech-
nology antecedents previously provided by 
the Federal Government for research and de-
velopment purposes. 

(c) LIMITATIONS.—No amount authorized to 
be appropriated by this Act may be obligated 
or expended, directly or indirectly, in part or 
in whole, for, on, in relation to, or in support 
of activities involving unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena protected under any form of 
special access or restricted access limita-
tions that have not been formally, officially, 
explicitly, and specifically described, ex-
plained, and justified to the appropriate 
committees of Congress, congressional lead-
ership, and the Director, including for any 
activities relating to the following: 

(1) Recruiting, employing, training, equip-
ping, and operations of, and providing secu-
rity for, government or contractor personnel 
with a primary, secondary, or contingency 
mission of capturing, recovering, and secur-
ing unidentified anomalous phenomena craft 
or pieces and components of such craft. 

(2) Analyzing such craft or pieces or com-
ponents thereof, including for the purpose of 
determining properties, material composi-
tion, method of manufacture, origin, charac-
teristics, usage and application, perform-
ance, operational modalities, or reverse engi-
neering of such craft or component tech-
nology. 

(3) Managing and providing security for 
protecting activities and information relat-
ing to unidentified anomalous phenomena 
from disclosure or compromise. 

(4) Actions relating to reverse engineering 
or replicating unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena technology or performance based on 
analysis of materials or sensor and observa-
tional information associated with unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena. 

(5) The development of propulsion tech-
nology, or aerospace craft that uses propul-
sion technology, systems, or subsystems, 
that is based on or derived from or inspired 
by inspection, analysis, or reverse engineer-
ing of recovered unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena craft or materials. 

(6) Any aerospace craft that uses propul-
sion technology other than chemical propel-
lants, solar power, or electric ion thrust. 

(d) NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING.—Any per-
son currently or formerly under contract 
with the Federal Government that has in 
their possession material or information pro-
vided by or derived from the Federal Govern-
ment relating to unidentified anomalous 
phenomena that formerly or currently is 
protected by any form of special access or re-
stricted access shall— 

(1) not later than 60 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, notify the Direc-
tor of such possession; and 

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of 
the enactment of this Act, make available to 
the Director for assessment, analysis, and in-
spection— 

(A) all such material and information; and 
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(B) a comprehensive list of all non-earth 

origin or exotic unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena material. 

(e) LIABILITY.—No criminal or civil action 
may lie or be maintained in any Federal or 
State court against any person for receiving 
material or information described in sub-
section (d) if that person complies with the 
notification and reporting provisions de-
scribed in such subsection. 

(f) LIMITATION REGARDING INDEPENDENT RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with Depart-
ment of Defense Instruction Number 3204.01 
(dated August 20, 2014, incorporating change 
2, dated July 9, 2020; relating to Department 
policy for oversight of independent research 
and development), independent research and 
development funding relating to material or 
information described in subsection (c) shall 
not be allowable as indirect expenses for pur-
poses of contracts covered by such instruc-
tion, unless such material and information is 
made available to the Director in accordance 
with subsection (d). 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY.— 
Paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date 
that is 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and shall apply with respect 
to funding from amounts appropriated be-
fore, on, or after such date. 

(g) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 
days after the date on which the Director has 
received a notification under paragraph (1) of 
subsection (d) or information or material 
under paragraph (2) of such subsection, the 
Director shall provide written notification of 
such receipt to the appropriate committees 
of Congress, the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs of the Sen-
ate, the Committee on Oversight and Ac-
countability of the House of Representatives, 
and congressional leadership. 

SA 1088. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 1528, to streamline the sharing 
of information among Federal disaster 
assistance agencies, to expedite the de-
livery of life-saving assistance to dis-
aster survivors, to speed the recovery 
of communities from disasters, to pro-
tect the security and privacy of infor-
mation provided by disaster survivors, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 20, strike line 2 and insert ‘‘ance 
program. 

‘‘(4) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to authorize a 
program that is not authorized by law as of 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

SA 1089. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. 
BOOZMAN (for himself, Mr. MANCHIN, 
Mr. CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. KING, 
and Mr. MARSHALL)) proposed an 
amendment to the bill S. 788, to amend 
the Permanent Electronic Duck Stamp 
Act of 2013 to allow States to issue 
fully electronic stamps under that Act, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Duck Stamp 
Modernization Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORIZING FULLY ELECTRONIC 

STAMPS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 of the Perma-

nent Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 
U.S.C. 718r) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘ACTUAL STAMP’’ and inserting ‘‘ELECTRONIC 
STAMP’’; 

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘an actual stamp’’ and inserting 
‘‘the electronic stamp’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) on the date of purchase of the elec-
tronic stamp; and’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘actual 
stamps’’ and inserting ‘‘actual stamps under 
subsection (e)’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) DELIVERY OF ACTUAL STAMPS.—The 
Secretary shall issue an actual stamp after 
March 10 of each year to each individual that 
purchased an electronic stamp for the pre-
ceding waterfowl season.’’. 

(b) CONTENTS OF ELECTRONIC STAMP.—Sec-
tion 2 of the Permanent Electronic Duck 
Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 718o) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Federal’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘that is print-
ed’’ and inserting ‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp required under the 
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp Act (16 U.S.C. 718a et seq.) that is 
printed’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) may contain an image of the actual 

stamp.’’. 
(c) STAMP VALID THROUGH CLOSE OF HUNT-

ING SEASON.—Section 6 of the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 
718s) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘shall, dur-
ing the effective period of the electronic 
stamp—’’ and inserting ‘‘shall—’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘for a pe-
riod agreed to by the State and the Sec-
retary, which shall not exceed 45 days’’ and 
inserting ‘‘through the first June 30 that oc-
curs after the date of issuance of the elec-
tronic stamp by the State’’. 

(d) ELECTRONIC STAMPS AS PERMIT.—Sec-
tion 1(a)(1) of the Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp Act (16 U.S.C. 
718a(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘as an electronic stamp (as 
defined in section 2 of the Permanent Elec-
tronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 
718o)) or’’ after ‘‘Conservation Stamp,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘face of the stamp’’ and in-
serting ‘‘face of the actual stamp (as defined 
in that section)’’. 

SA 1090. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. CRUZ 
(for himself, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. CORNYN, 
and Mr. HEINRICH)) proposed an amend-
ment to the bill S. 992, to amend the 
Intermodal Surface Transportation Ef-
ficiency Act of 1991 to designate the 
Texas and New Mexico portions of the 
future Interstate-designated segments 
of the Port-to-Plains Corridor as Inter-
state Route 27, and for other purposes; 
as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘I–27 Num-
bering Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. NUMBERING OF DESIGNATED FUTURE 

INTERSTATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1105(e)(5)(C)(i) of 

the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi-
ciency Act of 1991 (Public Law 102–240; 109 
Stat. 598; 133 Stat. 3018) is amended by in-

serting after the tenth sentence the fol-
lowing: ‘‘The routes referred to in clause (i) 
(other than subclauses (V)(aa) and (V)(bb) 
and subclause (IX)(aa) of that clause) and 
clause (iv) of subsection (c)(38)(A) are des-
ignated as Interstate Route I–27. The route 
referred to in subsection (c)(38)(A)(i)(V)(aa) 
is designated as Interstate Route I–27E. The 
route referred to in subsection 
(c)(38)(A)(i)(V)(bb) is designated as Interstate 
Route I–27W. The route referred to in sub-
section (c)(38)(A)(i)(IX)(aa) is designated as 
Interstate Route I–27N.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
1105(c)(38)(A)(i) of the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (Public 
Law 102–240; 105 Stat. 2032; 114 Stat. 2763A– 
201; 116 Stat. 1741) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (V)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Lamesa, the Corridor’’ 

and inserting the following: ‘‘Lamesa— 
‘‘(aa) the Corridor’’; and 
(B) in item (aa) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘87 and, the Corridor’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘87; and 

‘‘(bb) the Corridor’’; and 
(2) in subclause (IX)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(IX) United States Route 

287’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘(IX)(aa) United States Route 287’’; and 
(B) in item (aa) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘Oklahoma, and also United States 
Route 87’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘Oklahoma; and 

‘‘(bb) United States Route 87’’. 

SA 1091. Mr. SCHUMER (for Mr. 
PETERS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 1858, to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to establish a 
deadline for applying for disaster un-
employment assistance; as follows: 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 3. APPLICABILITY. 

The amendment made by section 2 shall 
apply only with respect to amounts appro-
priated on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
have three requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval the Major-
ity and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, July 27, 2023, at 10 a.m. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CHEMICAL SAFETY, WASTE 

MANAGEMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND 
REGULATORY OVERSIGHT 

The Subcommittee on Chemical Safe-
ty, Waste Management, Environmental 
Justice, and Regulatory Oversight of 
the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Thursday, July 27, 2023, at 9:45 a.m., to 
conduct a hearing. 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON WESTERN HEMISPHERE, 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME, CIVILIAN SECURITY, 
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND GLOBAL 
WOMEN’S ISSUES 
The Subcommittee on Western Hemi-

sphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian 
Security, Democracy, Human Rights, 
and Global Women’s Issues of the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Thursday, July 27, 2023, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that Bradley 
Williams, a detailee in my office, be 
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the Congress. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MERKLEY. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that my intern, 
Marcus Mildenberger, be given privi-
leges of the floor for the balance of the 
day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WICKER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the fol-
lowing member of my staff be granted 
floor privileges until July 28, 2023, 
Chloe Jackson. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, in a 
moment, I will put forward a unani-
mous consent request to pass the se-
cure the U.S. Oregon procurement and 
transplant patient network act. 
Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the following members of 
my personal office and Finance Com-
mittee team be granted floor privileges 
for the remainder of this Congress: 
Joshua Hauser, Aleksandra Czulak, 
Phoebe Canagarajah, Dylan Irlbeck, 
Maya Ward, Shreyas Gandlur. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the upcoming adjournment of 
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President pro tempore and the 
majority and minority leaders be au-
thorized to make appointments to com-
missions, committees, boards, con-
ferences, or interparliamentary con-
ferences authorized by law, by concur-
rent action of the two Houses, or by 
order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

APPOINTMENTS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the Re-
publican Leader, pursuant to Public 
Law 70–770, the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to the Migratory 
Bird Conservation Commission: the 
Honorable JOHN BOOZMAN of Arkansas. 

The Chair, on behalf of the Vice 
President, pursuant to Public Law 94– 
304, as amended by Public Law 99–7, ap-
points the following Senators as mem-
bers of the Commission on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki) 
during the 118th Congress: the Honor-
able ROGER WICKER of Mississippi; the 
Honorable JOHN BOOZMAN of Arkansas; 
the Honorable THOM TILLIS of North 
Carolina; and the Honorable TIM SCOTT 
of South Carolina. 

The Chair, on behalf of the President 
pro tempore, pursuant to Public Law 
96–388, as amended by Public Law 97–84, 
and further amended by Public Law 
106–292, reappoints the following Sen-
ators to the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council for the 118th Con-
gress: the Honorable MARCO RUBIO of 
Florida and the Honorable TIM SCOTT 
of South Carolina. 

The Chair, on behalf of the President 
of the Senate, pursuant to Public Law 
106–286, appoints the following Mem-
bers to serve on the Congressional-Ex-
ecutive Commission on the People’s 
Republic of China during the 118th Con-
gress: the Honorable MARCO RUBIO of 
Florida, the Honorable TOM COTTON of 
Arkansas, the Honorable STEVE DAINES 
of Montana, the Honorable DAN SUL-
LIVAN of Alaska. 

f 

SIGNING AUTHORITY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the junior 
Senator from Illinois, the senior Sen-
ator from Maryland, and the junior 
Senator from Virginia be authorized to 
sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolu-
tions from July 28, 2023, through Sep-
tember 4, 2023. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REPORTING AUTHORITY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that on Tuesday, 
August 22, from 12 noon until 2 p.m., 
committees be authorized to report 
legislative and executive matters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 2226 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that S. 2226, as passed by the Sen-
ate, be printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the en bloc consideration of 
the following Senate resolutions: S. 
Res. 323, S. Res. 324, S. Res. 325, and S. 
Res. 326. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolutions be agreed to; 
that the preambles, where applicable, 
be agreed to; and that the motions to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions (S. Res. 323, S. Res. 
324, and S. Res. 325) were agreed to. 

The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 326) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
SIMPLIFICATION ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 93, S. 1528. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 1528) to streamline the sharing of 
information among Federal disaster assist-
ance agencies, to expedite the delivery of 
life-saving assistance to disaster survivors, 
to speed the recovery of communities from 
disasters, to protect the security and privacy 
of information provided by disaster sur-
vivors, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill, which 
had been reported from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs with amendments, as 
follows: 

(The parts of the bill intended to be 
stricken are in boldfaced brackets and 
the parts of the bill intended to be in-
serted are in italic.) 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster As-
sistance Simplification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE S. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The disaster response and recovery 
framework of the United States relies on a 
unified, integrated, agile, and adaptable 
whole-of-community effort by Federal, 
State, and local disaster assistance agencies, 
and by voluntary organizations, to respond 
to any natural and man-made disasters that 
may strike communities. 

(2) Federal disaster assistance agencies 
must be ready to support States, Indian 
Tribes, communities, and volunteer agencies 
immediately after unpredictable cata-
strophic disasters that occur without notice. 

(3) The immediate sharing of information 
is essential to an efficient and effective de-
livery of disaster assistance— 

(A) when lives and property are at risk; 
and 

(B) as communities seek to recover from 
disasters as quickly as possible. 

(4) Section 552a of title 5, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy Act 
of 1974’’), and subchapter I of chapter 35 of 
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title 44, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Paperwork Reduction Act’’), 
require multiple layers of review, notice, and 
publication in the Federal Register before 
Federal disaster assistance agencies can 
amend or adapt their information sharing 
practices. 

(5) Such extended review processes can 
have the effect of inhibiting efficiency, inno-
vation, and interoperability among Federal, 
State, Tribal, territorial, local, private, and 
volunteer partners in delivering disaster as-
sistance within a whole-of-community dis-
aster assistance effort. 

(6) Legal, regulatory, and policy limita-
tions on the interagency sharing of informa-
tion submitted by applicants for disaster as-
sistance may require those applicants to sub-
mit separate applications to multiple Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, territorial, and local dis-
aster assistance agencies, which increases 
the burden on those applicants, reduces the 
efficiency of disaster assistance programs, 
and places additional costs on taxpayers. 

(b) PURPOSEs.—The purposes of this Act 
are to— 

(1) streamline the sharing of information 
among Federal, State, Tribal, territorial, 
and local disaster assistance agencies; 

(2) modernize the legal safeguards against 
the unauthorized disclosure or misuse of in-
formation about applicants for disaster as-
sistance; and 

(3) modernize, streamline, and consolidate 
the overlapping requirements of section 552a 
of title 5, United States Code, subchapter I of 
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, 
and the agency policies that implement 
those authorities to improve the speed, con-
venience, efficiency, and effectiveness of dis-
aster relief programs. 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROCESS AND 
SYSTEM. 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 707. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DIS-

ASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROC-
ESS AND SYSTEM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 

‘‘(2) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that applies for disaster assistance from 
a disaster assistance program; 

‘‘(B) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion on behalf of which an individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) applies for dis-
aster assistance from a disaster assistance 
program; and 

‘‘(C) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that seeks assistance as a beneficiary of 
a State, local government, or Indian øTribe¿ 

tribal government that received assistance 
under a disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(3) DISASTER ASSISTANCE AGENCY.—The 
term ‘disaster assistance agency’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency; and 

‘‘(B) any Federal agency that provides dis-
aster assistance to individuals, businesses, 
organizations, States, local governments, In-
dian øTribes¿ tribal governments, communities, 
or organizations that the Administrator cer-
tifies as a disaster assistance agency in ac-
cordance with subsection (f) to carry out the 
purposes of a disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(4) DISASTER ASSISTANCE INFORMATION.— 
The term ‘disaster assistance information’ 
includes any personal, biographical, demo-
graphic, geographical, financial, application 
decision, or other information that a dis-
aster assistance agency, or a recipient of a 

Federal block grant from a disaster assist-
ance agency, is authorized to collect, main-
tain, disclose, or use to— 

‘‘(A) process an application for disaster as-
sistance from a disaster assistance program; 
or 

‘‘(B) otherwise carry out the purpose of a 
disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(5) DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘disaster assistance program’ means— 

‘‘(A) a program that provides disaster as-
sistance to individuals and households under 
title IV or V in accordance with sections 408 
and 502; or 

‘‘(B) any other assistance program author-
ized by a Federal statute or funded with Fed-
eral appropriations under which a disaster 
assistance agency awards or distributes dis-
aster assistance to an individual, household, 
or organization, or provides a Federal block 
grant for these purposes, that arises from a 
major disaster or emergency declared under 
section 401 or 501, respectively, including— 

‘‘(i) disaster assistance; 
‘‘(ii) long-term disaster recovery assist-

ance; 
‘‘(iii) the post-disaster restoration of infra-

structure and housing; 
‘‘(iv) post-disaster economic revitalization; 
‘‘(v) a loan authorized under section 7(b) of 

the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b)); and 
‘‘(vi) food benefit allotments under section 

412 of this Act and section 5(h) of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2014(h)). 

‘‘(6) RECORD.—The term ‘record’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 552a of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) UNIFIED DISASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE 
PROCESS AND SYSTEM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days 
after the date of enactment of the Disaster 
Assistance Simplification Act, the Adminis-
trator shall, in consultation with appro-
priate Federal, State, local, and øTribal¿ Indian 
tribal governments and entities, develop and 
establish a unified intake process and system 
for applicants for disaster assistance pro-
vided by a disaster assistance agency to— 

‘‘(A) facilitate a consolidated application 
for any form of disaster assistance provided 
by a disaster assistance agency when appro-
priate to support the nature and purposes of 
the assistance; 

‘‘(B) carry out the purposes of disaster as-
sistance programs swiftly, efficiently, equi-
tably, and in accordance with applicable 
laws and privacy and data protections; and 

‘‘(C) support the detection, prevention, and 
investigation of waste, fraud, abuse, or dis-
crimination in the administration of disaster 
assistance programs. 

‘‘(2) CAPABILITIES OF THE CONSOLIDATED AP-
PLICATION SYSTEM.—The unified intake øand¿ 

process and system established under para-
graph (1) shall— 

‘‘(A) accept applications for disaster assist-
ance programs; 

‘‘(B) allow for applicants to receive status 
updates on applications for disaster assist-
ance programs; 

‘‘(C) allow for applicants to update disaster 
assistance information throughout the re-
covery journeys of those applicants; 

‘‘(D) allow for the distribution of informa-
tion on additional recovery resources to dis-
aster survivors that may be available in a 
disaster-stricken jurisdiction, in coordina-
tion with appropriate Federal, State, local, 
and Tribal partners; 

‘‘(E) provide disaster survivors with infor-
mation and documentation on the applica-
tions of those disaster survivors for a dis-
aster assistance program; 

‘‘(F) allow for the distribution of applica-
tion data to support faster and more effec-
tive distribution of Federal disaster assist-
ance, including block grant assistance, for 
disaster recovery; 

‘‘(G) allow for disaster assistance agencies 
to communicate directly with disaster sur-
vivors; and 

‘‘(H) contain other capabilities determined 
necessary by the heads of disaster assistance 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) UPDATES.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which the Administrator re-
ceives a request from a disaster assistance 
agency to update questions in the consoli-
dated application described in paragraph (1) 
needed to administer the disaster assistance 
programs of the disaster assistance agency, 
the Administrator shall make those updates. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
Administrator may— 

‘‘(1) collect, maintain, disclose, and use 
disaster assistance information, including 
such information received from any disaster 
assistance agency, with any other disaster 
assistance agency for purposes of subsection 
(b)(1); and 

‘‘(2) subject to subsection (d), authorize the 
collection, øsharing¿ maintenance, disclosure, 
and use of disaster assistance information 
collected on or after the date of enactment 
of the Disaster Assistance Simplification 
Act by publishing a notice on a public 
website that— 

‘‘(A) includes a detailed description of— 
‘‘(i) the specific disaster assistance infor-

mation authorized to be collected, main-
tained, øand¿ disclosed, and used; 

‘‘(ii) why the collection, maintenance, øor¿ 

disclosure, or use of the disaster assistance 
information is necessary to carry out the 
purpose of a disaster assistance program; 

‘‘(iii) how the collection, maintenance, 
øand¿ disclosure, and use of disaster assist-
ance information incorporates fair informa-
tion practices; and 

‘‘(iv) the disaster assistance agencies that 
will be granted access to the disaster assist-
ance information to carry out the purpose of 
any disaster assistance program; and 

‘‘(B) provides that the submission of an ap-
plication through a unified disaster applica-
tion constitutes prior written consent to dis-
close disaster assistance information to dis-
aster assistance agencies for the purpose of 
section 552a(b) of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) COLLECTION AND SHARING OF RECORDS 
AND INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(1) EFFECT OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE ON 
PUBLIC WEBSITE.—The publication of a notice 
by the Administrator on a public website of 
a revision to the system of records of the 
øuniform¿ unified intake process and system 
established under subsection (b)(1) prior to 
any new collection, maintenance, disclosure, 
or use øs,¿ of records to carry out the pur-
poses of a disaster assistance program with 
respect to a major disaster or emergency de-
clared by the President under section 401 or 
501, respectively, of this Act shall be deemed 
to satisfy the notice and publication require-
ments of section 552a(e)(4) of title 5, United 
States Code, for the entire period of perform-
ance for any assistance provided under a dis-
aster assistance program. 

‘‘(2) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the declaration of 

a major disaster or emergency pursuant to 
section 401 or 501, respectively, of this Act, 
the Administrator may waive the require-
ments of subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code (commonly known as 
the ‘Paperwork Reduction Act’), with re-
spect to the voluntary collection of informa-
tion specific to the declared major disaster 
or emergency needed to carry out the pur-
poses of a disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(B) DURATION.—A waiver described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be in effect for the entire 
period of performance for any assistance pro-
vided under a disaster assistance program 
with respect to a declared major disaster or 
emergency. 
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‘‘(C) TRANSPARENCY.—If the Administrator 

waives the requirements described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) promptly post on a public website— 
‘‘(I) a brief justification for the waiver; and 
‘‘(II) the agencies and offices to which the 

waiver shall apply; 
‘‘(ii) update the information posted under 

clause (i), as applicable; and 
‘‘(iii) comply with the requirements of sub-

chapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’) upon the expiration of 
the period of performance of any assistance 
provided under a disaster assistance program 
if the collection of information may be uti-
lized for the purposes of supporting the dis-
aster assistance program in future major dis-
aster or emergency declarations. 

‘‘(D) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVER.—Any waiv-
er under subparagraph (A) shall take effect 
on the date on which the Administrator 
posts information on the internet website as 
provided for under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(e) DATA SECURITY.—The Administrator 
shall facilitate the collection of disaster as-
sistance information into a unified applica-
tion only after— 

‘‘(1) the Administrator certifies that the 
unified application substantially complies 
with the data security standards established 
pursuant to subchapter II of chapter 35 of 
title 44, United States Code, and any other 
applicable Federal information security pol-
icy; 

‘‘(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security 
publishes a privacy impact assessment for 
the unified application that is similar to the 
privacy assessment conducted under section 
208(b)(1)(B) of the E-Government Act of 2002 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 note); and 

‘‘(3) the Administrator, in consultation 
with disaster assistance agencies, publishes 
standard rules of behavior for disaster assist-
ance agencies and personnel granted access 
to disaster assistance information to protect 
such information from improper disclosure. 

‘‘(f) CERTIFICATION OF DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
AGENCIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
certify a Federal agency as a disaster assist-
ance agency after posting an agreement be-
tween the Administrator and the Federal 
agency on a public website that contains the 
detailed terms of the agreement. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS OF AGREEMENT.—An agree-
ment between the Administrator and a Fed-
eral agency described in paragraph (1) shall 
state that the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the Federal agency will— 

‘‘(A) collect, disclose, maintain, and use 
disaster assistance information in accord-
ance with— 

‘‘(i) this section; and 
‘‘(ii) subject to subsection (i)(2), any exist-

ing policies of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Federal agency for 
information protection and use; 

‘‘(B) train any personnel granted access to 
disaster assistance information on the rules 
of behavior established by the Administrator 
under subsection (e)(3); 

‘‘(C) in the event of any unauthorized dis-
closure of disaster assistance information— 

‘‘(i) not later than 24 hours after discov-
ering the unauthorized disclosure— 

‘‘(I) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal agency, notify the Ad-
ministrator of the disclosure; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, notify disaster assistance agencies 
of the disclosure; 

‘‘(ii) cooperate fully with the Adminis-
trator and disaster assistance agencies in the 
investigation and remediation of the disclo-
sure; and 

‘‘(iii) cooperate fully in the prosecution of 
a person responsible for the disclosure; and 

‘‘(D) assume responsibility for any com-
pensation, civil liability, or other remedi-
ation measure awarded by a judgment of a 
court or agreed upon as a compromise of any 
potential claim by or on behalf of an appli-
cant, including by obtaining credit moni-
toring and remediation services, for an im-
proper disclosure of disaster assistance infor-
mation that is— 

‘‘(i) caused, directly or indirectly, by the 
acts or omissions of an officer, employee, or 
contractor of the Federal agency; or 

‘‘(ii) from any electronic system of records 
that was created or maintained by the Fed-
eral agency pursuant to section 552a(e) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(g) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) FEMA.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this section, and 
every year thereafter for 2 years, the Admin-
istrator, in coordination with the heads of 
disaster assistance agencies, shall submit to 
Congress a report on the implementation of 
this section, including— 

‘‘(A) how disaster assistance agencies are 
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section; 

‘‘(B) the effect of this section on disaster 
survivor burden and the speed and efficiency 
of delivering disaster assistance; and 

‘‘(C) a description of any other challenges 
that require further legislative action. 

‘‘(2) GAO.—Not later than 3 years after the 
date of enactment of this section, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
submit to Congress a report on how the im-
plementation of this section has affected the 
disaster survivor experience, and any rec-
ommendations for improvements to the re-
quirements under this section. 

‘‘(h) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
and again not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall brief Congress on— 

‘‘(1) the status of the implementation of 
the requirements under this section; and 

‘‘(2) how disaster assistance agencies are 
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section. 

‘‘(i) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) INAPPLICABILITY OF MATCHING PROGRAM 

PROVISIONS.—The disclosure and use of dis-
aster assistance information subject to the 
requirements of section 552a of title 5, 
United States Code, among disaster assist-
ance agencies or with State, local, or Tribal 
governments carrying out disaster assist-
ance programs shall not— 

‘‘(A) be construed as a matching program 
for the purpose of section 552a(a)(8) of title 5, 
United States Code; or 

‘‘(B) be subject to subsection (e)(12), (o), 
(p)(1)(A)(ii), (q), (r), or (u) of section 552a of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITIES IN OTHER LAWS.—Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to affect 
the authority of an entity to share disaster 
assistance information regarding programs 
funded or facilitated by the entity in accord-
ance with any other law or agency policy. 

‘‘(3) APPLYING TO MULTIPLE PROGRAMS.— 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require an applicant to apply to more than 1 
disaster assistance program.’’. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the committee-reported 
amendments be considered and agreed 
to; that the Peters amendment which 
is at the desk be considered and agreed 
to; that the bill, as amended, be consid-
ered read a third time and passed; and 
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table 
with no intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendments 
were agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 1088) was agreed 
to as follows: 

(Purpose: To improve the bill) 
On page 20, strike line 2 and insert ‘‘ance 

program. 
‘‘(4) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in 

this section shall be construed to authorize a 
program that is not authorized by law as of 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

The bill (S. 1528), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed as follows: 

S. 1528 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster As-
sistance Simplification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) The disaster response and recovery 
framework of the United States relies on a 
unified, integrated, agile, and adaptable 
whole-of-community effort by Federal, 
State, and local disaster assistance agencies, 
and by voluntary organizations, to respond 
to any natural and man-made disasters that 
may strike communities. 

(2) Federal disaster assistance agencies 
must be ready to support States, Indian 
Tribes, communities, and volunteer agencies 
immediately after unpredictable cata-
strophic disasters that occur without notice. 

(3) The immediate sharing of information 
is essential to an efficient and effective de-
livery of disaster assistance— 

(A) when lives and property are at risk; 
and 

(B) as communities seek to recover from 
disasters as quickly as possible. 

(4) Section 552a of title 5, United States 
Code (commonly known as the ‘‘Privacy Act 
of 1974’’), and subchapter I of chapter 35 of 
title 44, United States Code (commonly 
known as the ‘‘Paperwork Reduction Act’’), 
require multiple layers of review, notice, and 
publication in the Federal Register before 
Federal disaster assistance agencies can 
amend or adapt their information sharing 
practices. 

(5) Such extended review processes can 
have the effect of inhibiting efficiency, inno-
vation, and interoperability among Federal, 
State, Tribal, territorial, local, private, and 
volunteer partners in delivering disaster as-
sistance within a whole-of-community dis-
aster assistance effort. 

(6) Legal, regulatory, and policy limita-
tions on the interagency sharing of informa-
tion submitted by applicants for disaster as-
sistance may require those applicants to sub-
mit separate applications to multiple Fed-
eral, State, Tribal, territorial, and local dis-
aster assistance agencies, which increases 
the burden on those applicants, reduces the 
efficiency of disaster assistance programs, 
and places additional costs on taxpayers. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act 
are to— 

(1) streamline the sharing of information 
among Federal, State, Tribal, territorial, 
and local disaster assistance agencies; 

(2) modernize the legal safeguards against 
the unauthorized disclosure or misuse of in-
formation about applicants for disaster as-
sistance; and 

(3) modernize, streamline, and consolidate 
the overlapping requirements of section 552a 
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of title 5, United States Code, subchapter I of 
chapter 35 of title 44, United States Code, 
and the agency policies that implement 
those authorities to improve the speed, con-
venience, efficiency, and effectiveness of dis-
aster relief programs. 
SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DISASTER 

ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROCESS AND 
SYSTEM. 

The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and 
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et 
seq.) is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 
‘‘SEC. 707. ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNIFIED DIS-

ASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE PROC-
ESS AND SYSTEM. 

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘Adminis-

trator’ means the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency. 

‘‘(2) APPLICANT.—The term ‘applicant’ 
means— 

‘‘(A) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that applies for disaster assistance from 
a disaster assistance program; 

‘‘(B) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion on behalf of which an individual de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) applies for dis-
aster assistance from a disaster assistance 
program; and 

‘‘(C) an individual, business, or organiza-
tion that seeks assistance as a beneficiary of 
a State, local government, or Indian tribal 
government that received assistance under a 
disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(3) DISASTER ASSISTANCE AGENCY.—The 
term ‘disaster assistance agency’ means— 

‘‘(A) the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency; and 

‘‘(B) any Federal agency that provides dis-
aster assistance to individuals, businesses, 
organizations, States, local governments, In-
dian tribal governments, communities, or or-
ganizations that the Administrator certifies 
as a disaster assistance agency in accordance 
with subsection (f) to carry out the purposes 
of a disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(4) DISASTER ASSISTANCE INFORMATION.— 
The term ‘disaster assistance information’ 
includes any personal, biographical, demo-
graphic, geographical, financial, application 
decision, or other information that a dis-
aster assistance agency, or a recipient of a 
Federal block grant from a disaster assist-
ance agency, is authorized to collect, main-
tain, disclose, or use to— 

‘‘(A) process an application for disaster as-
sistance from a disaster assistance program; 
or 

‘‘(B) otherwise carry out the purpose of a 
disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(5) DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—The 
term ‘disaster assistance program’ means— 

‘‘(A) a program that provides disaster as-
sistance to individuals and households under 
title IV or V in accordance with sections 408 
and 502; or 

‘‘(B) any other assistance program author-
ized by a Federal statute or funded with Fed-
eral appropriations under which a disaster 
assistance agency awards or distributes dis-
aster assistance to an individual, household, 
or organization, or provides a Federal block 
grant for these purposes, that arises from a 
major disaster or emergency declared under 
section 401 or 501, respectively, including— 

‘‘(i) disaster assistance; 
‘‘(ii) long-term disaster recovery assist-

ance; 
‘‘(iii) the post-disaster restoration of infra-

structure and housing; 
‘‘(iv) post-disaster economic revitalization; 
‘‘(v) a loan authorized under section 7(b) of 

the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(b)); and 
‘‘(vi) food benefit allotments under section 

412 of this Act and section 5(h) of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2014(h)). 

‘‘(6) RECORD.—The term ‘record’ has the 
meaning given the term in section 552a of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(b) UNIFIED DISASTER ASSISTANCE INTAKE 
PROCESS AND SYSTEM.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 360 days 
after the date of enactment of the Disaster 
Assistance Simplification Act, the Adminis-
trator shall, in consultation with appro-
priate Federal, State, local, and Indian trib-
al governments and entities, develop and es-
tablish a unified intake process and system 
for applicants for disaster assistance pro-
vided by a disaster assistance agency to— 

‘‘(A) facilitate a consolidated application 
for any form of disaster assistance provided 
by a disaster assistance agency when appro-
priate to support the nature and purposes of 
the assistance; 

‘‘(B) carry out the purposes of disaster as-
sistance programs swiftly, efficiently, equi-
tably, and in accordance with applicable 
laws and privacy and data protections; and 

‘‘(C) support the detection, prevention, and 
investigation of waste, fraud, abuse, or dis-
crimination in the administration of disaster 
assistance programs. 

‘‘(2) CAPABILITIES OF THE CONSOLIDATED AP-
PLICATION SYSTEM.—The unified intake proc-
ess and system established under paragraph 
(1) shall— 

‘‘(A) accept applications for disaster assist-
ance programs; 

‘‘(B) allow for applicants to receive status 
updates on applications for disaster assist-
ance programs; 

‘‘(C) allow for applicants to update disaster 
assistance information throughout the re-
covery journeys of those applicants; 

‘‘(D) allow for the distribution of informa-
tion on additional recovery resources to dis-
aster survivors that may be available in a 
disaster-stricken jurisdiction, in coordina-
tion with appropriate Federal, State, local, 
and Tribal partners; 

‘‘(E) provide disaster survivors with infor-
mation and documentation on the applica-
tions of those disaster survivors for a dis-
aster assistance program; 

‘‘(F) allow for the distribution of applica-
tion data to support faster and more effec-
tive distribution of Federal disaster assist-
ance, including block grant assistance, for 
disaster recovery; 

‘‘(G) allow for disaster assistance agencies 
to communicate directly with disaster sur-
vivors; and 

‘‘(H) contain other capabilities determined 
necessary by the heads of disaster assistance 
agencies. 

‘‘(3) UPDATES.—Not later than 30 days after 
the date on which the Administrator re-
ceives a request from a disaster assistance 
agency to update questions in the consoli-
dated application described in paragraph (1) 
needed to administer the disaster assistance 
programs of the disaster assistance agency, 
the Administrator shall make those updates. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORITIES OF ADMINISTRATOR.—The 
Administrator may— 

‘‘(1) collect, maintain, disclose, and use 
disaster assistance information, including 
such information received from any disaster 
assistance agency, with any other disaster 
assistance agency for purposes of subsection 
(b)(1); and 

‘‘(2) subject to subsection (d), authorize the 
collection, maintenance, disclosure, and use 
of disaster assistance information collected 
on or after the date of enactment of the Dis-
aster Assistance Simplification Act by pub-
lishing a notice on a public website that— 

‘‘(A) includes a detailed description of— 
‘‘(i) the specific disaster assistance infor-

mation authorized to be collected, main-
tained, disclosed, and used; 

‘‘(ii) why the collection, maintenance, dis-
closure, or use of the disaster assistance in-

formation is necessary to carry out the pur-
pose of a disaster assistance program; 

‘‘(iii) how the collection, maintenance, dis-
closure, and use of disaster assistance infor-
mation incorporates fair information prac-
tices; and 

‘‘(iv) the disaster assistance agencies that 
will be granted access to the disaster assist-
ance information to carry out the purpose of 
any disaster assistance program; and 

‘‘(B) provides that the submission of an ap-
plication through a unified disaster applica-
tion constitutes prior written consent to dis-
close disaster assistance information to dis-
aster assistance agencies for the purpose of 
section 552a(b) of title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(d) COLLECTION AND SHARING OF RECORDS 
AND INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(1) EFFECT OF PUBLICATION OF NOTICE ON 
PUBLIC WEBSITE.—The publication of a notice 
by the Administrator on a public website of 
a revision to the system of records of the 
unified intake process and system estab-
lished under subsection (b)(1) prior to any 
new collection, maintenance, disclosure, or 
use of records to carry out the purposes of a 
disaster assistance program with respect to a 
major disaster or emergency declared by the 
President under section 401 or 501, respec-
tively, of this Act shall be deemed to satisfy 
the notice and publication requirements of 
section 552a(e)(4) of title 5, United States 
Code, for the entire period of performance 
for any assistance provided under a disaster 
assistance program. 

‘‘(2) PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT WAIVER.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Upon the declaration of 

a major disaster or emergency pursuant to 
section 401 or 501, respectively, of this Act, 
the Administrator may waive the require-
ments of subchapter I of chapter 35 of title 
44, United States Code (commonly known as 
the ‘Paperwork Reduction Act’), with re-
spect to the voluntary collection of informa-
tion specific to the declared major disaster 
or emergency needed to carry out the pur-
poses of a disaster assistance program. 

‘‘(B) DURATION.—A waiver described in sub-
paragraph (A) shall be in effect for the entire 
period of performance for any assistance pro-
vided under a disaster assistance program 
with respect to a declared major disaster or 
emergency. 

‘‘(C) TRANSPARENCY.—If the Administrator 
waives the requirements described in sub-
paragraph (A), the Administrator shall— 

‘‘(i) promptly post on a public website— 
‘‘(I) a brief justification for the waiver; and 
‘‘(II) the agencies and offices to which the 

waiver shall apply; 
‘‘(ii) update the information posted under 

clause (i), as applicable; and 
‘‘(iii) comply with the requirements of sub-

chapter I of chapter 35 of title 44, United 
States Code (commonly known as the ‘Paper-
work Reduction Act’) upon the expiration of 
the period of performance of any assistance 
provided under a disaster assistance program 
if the collection of information may be uti-
lized for the purposes of supporting the dis-
aster assistance program in future major dis-
aster or emergency declarations. 

‘‘(D) EFFECTIVENESS OF WAIVER.—Any waiv-
er under subparagraph (A) shall take effect 
on the date on which the Administrator 
posts information on the internet website as 
provided for under subparagraph (C). 

‘‘(e) DATA SECURITY.—The Administrator 
shall facilitate the collection of disaster as-
sistance information into a unified applica-
tion only after— 

‘‘(1) the Administrator certifies that the 
unified application substantially complies 
with the data security standards established 
pursuant to subchapter II of chapter 35 of 
title 44, United States Code, and any other 
applicable Federal information security pol-
icy; 
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‘‘(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security 

publishes a privacy impact assessment for 
the unified application that is similar to the 
privacy assessment conducted under section 
208(b)(1)(B) of the E-Government Act of 2002 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 note); and 

‘‘(3) the Administrator, in consultation 
with disaster assistance agencies, publishes 
standard rules of behavior for disaster assist-
ance agencies and personnel granted access 
to disaster assistance information to protect 
such information from improper disclosure. 

‘‘(f) CERTIFICATION OF DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
AGENCIES.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may 
certify a Federal agency as a disaster assist-
ance agency after posting an agreement be-
tween the Administrator and the Federal 
agency on a public website that contains the 
detailed terms of the agreement. 

‘‘(2) CONTENTS OF AGREEMENT.—An agree-
ment between the Administrator and a Fed-
eral agency described in paragraph (1) shall 
state that the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the Federal agency will— 

‘‘(A) collect, disclose, maintain, and use 
disaster assistance information in accord-
ance with— 

‘‘(i) this section; and 
‘‘(ii) subject to subsection (i)(2), any exist-

ing policies of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the Federal agency for 
information protection and use; 

‘‘(B) train any personnel granted access to 
disaster assistance information on the rules 
of behavior established by the Administrator 
under subsection (e)(3); 

‘‘(C) in the event of any unauthorized dis-
closure of disaster assistance information— 

‘‘(i) not later than 24 hours after discov-
ering the unauthorized disclosure— 

‘‘(I) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal agency, notify the Ad-
ministrator of the disclosure; and 

‘‘(II) in the case of an unauthorized disclo-
sure by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, notify disaster assistance agencies 
of the disclosure; 

‘‘(ii) cooperate fully with the Adminis-
trator and disaster assistance agencies in the 
investigation and remediation of the disclo-
sure; and 

‘‘(iii) cooperate fully in the prosecution of 
a person responsible for the disclosure; and 

‘‘(D) assume responsibility for any com-
pensation, civil liability, or other remedi-
ation measure awarded by a judgment of a 
court or agreed upon as a compromise of any 
potential claim by or on behalf of an appli-
cant, including by obtaining credit moni-
toring and remediation services, for an im-
proper disclosure of disaster assistance infor-
mation that is— 

‘‘(i) caused, directly or indirectly, by the 
acts or omissions of an officer, employee, or 
contractor of the Federal agency; or 

‘‘(ii) from any electronic system of records 
that was created or maintained by the Fed-
eral agency pursuant to section 552a(e) of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(g) REPORTS.— 
‘‘(1) FEMA.—Not later than 1 year after 

the date of enactment of this section, and 
every year thereafter for 2 years, the Admin-
istrator, in coordination with the heads of 
disaster assistance agencies, shall submit to 
Congress a report on the implementation of 
this section, including— 

‘‘(A) how disaster assistance agencies are 
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section; 

‘‘(B) the effect of this section on disaster 
survivor burden and the speed and efficiency 
of delivering disaster assistance; and 

‘‘(C) a description of any other challenges 
that require further legislative action. 

‘‘(2) GAO.—Not later than 3 years after the 
date of enactment of this section, the Comp-

troller General of the United States shall 
submit to Congress a report on how the im-
plementation of this section has affected the 
disaster survivor experience, and any rec-
ommendations for improvements to the re-
quirements under this section. 

‘‘(h) BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
and again not later than 180 days after the 
date of enactment of this section, the Ad-
ministrator shall brief Congress on— 

‘‘(1) the status of the implementation of 
the requirements under this section; and 

‘‘(2) how disaster assistance agencies are 
working together to implement the require-
ments under this section. 

‘‘(i) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.— 
‘‘(1) INAPPLICABILITY OF MATCHING PROGRAM 

PROVISIONS.—The disclosure and use of dis-
aster assistance information subject to the 
requirements of section 552a of title 5, 
United States Code, among disaster assist-
ance agencies or with State, local, or Tribal 
governments carrying out disaster assist-
ance programs shall not— 

‘‘(A) be construed as a matching program 
for the purpose of section 552a(a)(8) of title 5, 
United States Code; or 

‘‘(B) be subject to subsection (e)(12), (o), 
(p)(1)(A)(ii), (q), (r), or (u) of section 552a of 
title 5, United States Code. 

‘‘(2) AUTHORITIES IN OTHER LAWS.—Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to affect 
the authority of an entity to share disaster 
assistance information regarding programs 
funded or facilitated by the entity in accord-
ance with any other law or agency policy. 

‘‘(3) APPLYING TO MULTIPLE PROGRAMS.— 
Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
require an applicant to apply to more than 1 
disaster assistance program.’’. 

‘‘(4) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to authorize a 
program that is not authorized by law as of 
the date of enactment of this section.’’. 

f 

DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
DEADLINES ALIGNMENT ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 157, S. 1858. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1858) to amend the Robert T. 

Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to establish a deadline for ap-
plying for disaster unemployment assist-
ance. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I further ask that the 
Peters amendment, which is at the 
desk, be considered and agreed to; that 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed; and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1091) was agreed 
to as follows: 
(Purpose: To add an applicability provision) 

At the end, add the following: 
SEC. 3. APPLICABILITY. 

The amendment made by section 2 shall 
apply only with respect to amounts appro-
priated on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

The bill (S. 1858), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed as follows: 

S. 1858 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Disaster As-
sistance Deadlines Alignment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DISASTER UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE 

APPLICATION DEADLINE. 
Section 410 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-

aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
(42 U.S.C. 5177) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

‘‘(c) APPLICATION DEADLINE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—With respect to a major 

disaster for which assistance is provided 
under this section and section 408, the appli-
cation deadline for an individual seeking as-
sistance under this section shall match the 
application deadline for individuals and 
households seeking assistance under section 
408. 

‘‘(2) EXTENSION.—The President may accept 
an application from an individual described 
in paragraph (1) that is submitted after the 
deadline described in paragraph (1) if— 

‘‘(A) the individual has good cause for the 
late submission; and 

‘‘(B) the individual submits the application 
before the date on which the period during 
which assistance is provided under this sec-
tion for the applicable major disaster ex-
pires.’’. 
SEC. 3. APPLICABILITY. 

The amendment made by section 2 shall 
apply only with respect to amounts appro-
priated on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

f 

DUCK STAMP MODERNIZATION 
ACT OF 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 788 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 788) to amend the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow 
States to issue fully electronic stamps under 
that Act, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Boozman substitute 
amendment at the desk be agreed to; 
the bill, as amended, be considered 
read a third time and passed, and that 
the motion to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1089), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Duck Stamp 
Modernization Act of 2023’’. 
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SEC. 2. AUTHORIZING FULLY ELECTRONIC 

STAMPS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 of the Perma-

nent Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 
U.S.C. 718r) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in the subsection heading, by striking 

‘‘ACTUAL STAMP’’ and inserting ‘‘ELECTRONIC 
STAMP’’; 

(B) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking ‘‘an actual stamp’’ and inserting 
‘‘the electronic stamp’’; and 

(C) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(1) on the date of purchase of the elec-
tronic stamp; and’’; 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘actual 
stamps’’ and inserting ‘‘actual stamps under 
subsection (e)’’; 

(3) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (f); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(e) DELIVERY OF ACTUAL STAMPS.—The 
Secretary shall issue an actual stamp after 
March 10 of each year to each individual that 
purchased an electronic stamp for the pre-
ceding waterfowl season.’’. 

(b) CONTENTS OF ELECTRONIC STAMP.—Sec-
tion 2 of the Permanent Electronic Duck 
Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 718o) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Federal’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘that is print-
ed’’ and inserting ‘‘Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp required under the 
Migratory Bird Hunting and Conservation 
Stamp Act (16 U.S.C. 718a et seq.) that is 
printed’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘and’’ 

at the end; 
(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the pe-

riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 
(C) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) may contain an image of the actual 

stamp.’’. 
(c) STAMP VALID THROUGH CLOSE OF HUNT-

ING SEASON.—Section 6 of the Permanent 
Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 
718s) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘shall, dur-
ing the effective period of the electronic 
stamp—’’ and inserting ‘‘shall—’’; and 

(2) in subsection (c), by striking ‘‘for a pe-
riod agreed to by the State and the Sec-
retary, which shall not exceed 45 days’’ and 
inserting ‘‘through the first June 30 that oc-
curs after the date of issuance of the elec-
tronic stamp by the State’’. 

(d) ELECTRONIC STAMPS AS PERMIT.—Sec-
tion 1(a)(1) of the Migratory Bird Hunting 
and Conservation Stamp Act (16 U.S.C. 
718a(a)(1)) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘as an electronic stamp (as 
defined in section 2 of the Permanent Elec-
tronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 (16 U.S.C. 
718o)) or’’ after ‘‘Conservation Stamp,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘face of the stamp’’ and in-
serting ‘‘face of the actual stamp (as defined 
in that section)’’. 

The bill (S. 788), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

I–27 NUMBERING ACT OF 2023 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. 992 and the Senate pro-
ceed to its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 992) to amend the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 
1991 to designate the Texas and New Mexico 
portions of the future Interstate-designated 
segments of the Port-to-Plains Corridor as 
Interstate Route 27, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Cruz substitute amend-
ment at the desk be agreed to; the bill, 
as amended, be considered read a third 
time and passed, and that the motion 
to reconsider be considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1090), in the na-
ture of a substitute, was agreed to, as 
follows: 

(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute) 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘I–27 Num-
bering Act of 2023’’. 
SEC. 2. NUMBERING OF DESIGNATED FUTURE 

INTERSTATE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1105(e)(5)(C)(i) of 

the Intermodal Surface Transportation Effi-
ciency Act of 1991 (Public Law 102–240; 109 
Stat. 598; 133 Stat. 3018) is amended by in-
serting after the tenth sentence the fol-
lowing: ‘‘The routes referred to in clause (i) 
(other than subclauses (V)(aa) and (V)(bb) 
and subclause (IX)(aa) of that clause) and 
clause (iv) of subsection (c)(38)(A) are des-
ignated as Interstate Route I–27. The route 
referred to in subsection (c)(38)(A)(i)(V)(aa) 
is designated as Interstate Route I–27E. The 
route referred to in subsection 
(c)(38)(A)(i)(V)(bb) is designated as Interstate 
Route I–27W. The route referred to in sub-
section (c)(38)(A)(i)(IX)(aa) is designated as 
Interstate Route I–27N.’’. 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 
1105(c)(38)(A)(i) of the Intermodal Surface 
Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (Public 
Law 102–240; 105 Stat. 2032; 114 Stat. 2763A– 
201; 116 Stat. 1741) is amended— 

(1) in subclause (V)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘Lamesa, the Corridor’’ 

and inserting the following: ‘‘Lamesa— 
‘‘(aa) the Corridor’’; and 
(B) in item (aa) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘87 and, the Corridor’’ and inserting 
the following: ‘‘87; and 

‘‘(bb) the Corridor’’; and 
(2) in subclause (IX)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘(IX) United States Route 

287’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘(IX)(aa) United States Route 287’’; and 
(B) in item (aa) (as so redesignated), by 

striking ‘‘Oklahoma, and also United States 
Route 87’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘Oklahoma; and 

‘‘(bb) United States Route 87’’. 

The bill (S. 992), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 

f 

STARR-CAMARGO BRIDGE 
EXPANSION ACT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works be discharged from further con-

sideration of S. 1608, and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

read as follows: 
A bill (S. 1608) to provide for the expansion 

of the Starr-Camargo Bridge near Rio 
Grande City, Texas, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a 
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 1608) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 1608 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Starr– 
Camargo Bridge Expansion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. STARR–CAMARGO BRIDGE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The first section of 
Public Law 87–532 (76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(2)— 
(A) by inserting ‘‘and expand’’ after ‘‘con-

struct’’; 
(B) by inserting ‘‘, including the expansion 

and addition of adjacent spans to the exist-
ing international bridge,’’ after ‘‘thereto’’; 

(C) by inserting ‘‘multimodal toll’’ after 
‘‘14’’; 

(D) by striking ‘‘to maintain’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘and to maintain, control,’’; and 

(E) by striking ‘‘such bridge’’ and inserting 
‘‘those bridges’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘expan-
sion,’’ after ‘‘construction,’’. 

(b) RIGHTS OF STARR–CAMARGO BRIDGE 
COMPANY AND SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS.— 
Section 3(a) of Public Law 87–532 (76 Stat. 
153; 130 Stat. 411) is amended by inserting ‘‘, 
as needed for the location, construction, ex-
pansion, control, operation, and mainte-
nance of the bridges referred to in subsection 
(a)(2) at or near Rio Grande City, Texas’’ 
after ‘‘chapter 466)’’. 

(c) SUNSET.—Section 5 of Public Law 87–532 
(76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411) is amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘by the Starr–Camargo 
Bridge Company and its successors and as-
signs’’ after ‘‘constructed’’; 

(2) by striking ‘‘three’’ and inserting ‘‘60’’; 
(3) by striking ‘‘five’’ and inserting ‘‘65’’; 

and 
(4) by striking ‘‘date of enactment of this 

Act’’ and inserting ‘‘date of enactment of the 
Starr–Camargo Bridge Expansion Act’’. 

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this 
section or the amendments made by this sec-
tion— 

(1) grants new rights or duties to the San 
Benito International Bridge Company 
(known as the ‘‘Free Trade International 
Bridge’’ as of the date of enactment of this 
Act); or 

(2) alters, repeals, or voids any rights or 
duties held by the San Benito International 
Bridge Company (known as the ‘‘Free Trade 
International Bridge’’ as of the date of en-
actment of this Act) under Public Law 87–532 
(76 Stat. 153; 130 Stat. 411), as in effect on the 
day before the date of enactment of this Act. 
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Mr. SCHUMER. I suggest the absence 

of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JULY 28, 
2023, THROUGH TUESDAY, SEP-
TEMBER 5, 2023 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ to then convene for pro forma 
sessions only, with no business being 
conducted, on the following dates and 
times, and that following each pro 
forma session, the Senate adjourn until 
the next pro forma session: Friday, 
July 28, at 11:45 a.m.; Tuesday, August 
1, at 12:15 p.m.; Friday, August 4, at 12 
noon; Tuesday, August 8, at 10 a.m.; 
Friday, August 11, at 9 a.m.; Tuesday, 
August 15, at 12 noon; Friday, August 
18, at 1 p.m.; Tuesday, August 22, at 2 
p.m.; Friday, August 25, at 12 noon; 
Tuesday, August 29, at 11:45 a.m.; and 
Friday, September 1, at 11:45 a.m.; fur-
ther, that when the Senate adjourns on 
Friday, September 1, it stand ad-
journed until 3 p.m. on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 5; that on Tuesday, following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and morning 
business be closed; that following the 
conclusion of morning business, the 
Senate proceed to executive session to 
resume consideration of the Jefferson 
nomination; further, that the cloture 
motions filed during today’s session 
ripen at 5:30 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 11:45 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 11:05 p.m., adjourned until Friday, 
July 28, 2023, at 11:45 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 

THE JUDICIARY 

JEFFREY M. BRYAN, OF MINNESOTA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF MIN-
NESOTA, VICE JOHN R. TUNHEIM, RETIRING. 

RICHARD E.N. FEDERICO, OF KANSAS, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT, VICE 
MARY BECK BRISCOE, RETIRED. 

JOSHUA PAUL KOLAR, OF INDIANA, TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SEVENTH CIRCUIT, 
VICE MICHAEL S. KANNE, DECEASED. 

EUMI K. LEE, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE UNITED STATES 
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALI-
FORNIA, VICE WILLIAM H. ORRICK III, RETIRED. 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major 

COLE–CHRISTIAN L. HOLINATY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be major 

VINCENT W. FLORY 

IN THE ARMY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE 
ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be colonel 

JASON S. HAWKSWORTH 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 

To be colonel 

PAUL A. BARNETT, JR. 
RICHARD COUCH 
JONATHAN W. GOCKE 
MATTHEW C. LEWIS 
ROBERT P. MASON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES 
MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): 

To be colonel 

MATTHEW F. DABKOWSKI 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES 
MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): 

To be colonel 

ARCHIE L. BATES III 

IN THE NAVY 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be captain 

DOUGLAS E. COLE 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be commander 

SCHADAQ TORRES 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

AUGUSTINE R. WILSON 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
RESERVE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 

To be captain 

HANEY D. HONG 

THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 

To be lieutenant commander 

DYLAN S. MAYA 

f 

CONFIRMATIONS 

Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate July 27, 2023: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

ERIC W. KNEEDLER, OF PENNSYLVANIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF RWANDA. 

HUGO YUE–HO YON, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES. 

KATHLEEN A. FITZGIBBON, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF NIGER. 

MARTINA ANNA TKADLEC STRONG, OF TEXAS, A CA-
REER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED ARAB 
EMIRATES. 

ROBIN DUNNIGAN, OF CALIFORNIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO GEORGIA. 

NICOLE D. THERIOT, OF LOUISIANA, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE CO–OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA. 

ERVIN JOSE MASSINGA, OF WASHINGTON, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF 
MINISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF ETHIOPIA. 

YAEL LEMPERT, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEMBER OF 
THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN. 

JULIE TURNER, OF MARYLAND, TO BE SPECIAL ENVOY 
ON NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES, WITH THE 
RANK OF AMBASSADOR. 

WILLIAM W. POPP, OF MISSOURI, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA. 

MATTHEW D. MURRAY, OF MARYLAND, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, FOR THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR DURING HIS 
TENURE OF SERVICE AS UNITED STATES SENIOR OFFI-
CIAL FOR THE ASIA–PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
(APEC). 

JENNIFER L. JOHNSON, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MIN-
ISTER–COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERATED STATES OF MICRO-
NESIA. 

BRYAN DAVID HUNT, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER MEMBER 
OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF MINISTER– 
COUNSELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE. 

JOEL EHRENDREICH, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM-
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN-
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF PALAU. 

JACK A. MARKELL, OF DELAWARE, TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE ITALIAN REPUB-
LIC, AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDI-
TIONAL COMPENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EXTRAOR-
DINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF SAN MARINO. 

INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION, UNITED 
STATES AND CANADA 

GERALD H. ACKER, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE A COMMIS-
SIONER ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES ON THE 
INTERNATIONAL JOINT COMMISSION, UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA. 

UNITED STATES INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
FINANCE CORPORATION 

NISHA DESAI BISWAL, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE UNITED STATES 
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORA-
TION. 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JULIE L. 
AIRHART AND ENDING WITH TERRI L. WRIGHT, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 4, 2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JUSTIN V. 
AHRENS AND ENDING WITH RYAN E. WILSON, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON MAY 30, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF OLIVER E. BARFIELD, TO 
BE COLONEL. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ASHLEY L. 
SHULL AND ENDING WITH SEAN M. WILLIAMS, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JUNE 12, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RONALD 
MARK ALLIGOOD AND ENDING WITH MATTHEW DAVID 
WOOLUMS, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON JUNE 12, 2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH BRIAN 
CHARLES ANDERSON AND ENDING WITH JERRY WAYNE 
ZOLLMAN, JR., WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON JUNE 12, 2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF RYAN C. BOYLE, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH FEYSEL A. 
ABDULKAF AND ENDING WITH NANCY M. ZIMMERMAN, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
JULY 12, 2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH SCOTT A. 
ABUSO AND ENDING WITH ROBERT ZAVALA, JR., WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH NANLISHA 
T. ABDULLAI AND ENDING WITH STEVEN ZIMMER, WHICH 
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CORRECTION
Text Box
CORRECTION

July 27, 2023 Congressional Record
Correction To Page S3845
On page S3845, July 27, 2023, in the middle column, the following appears:  IN THE AIR FORCE THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: To be major COLE-CHRISTIAN L. HOLINATY THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: To be major VINCENT W. FLORY THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): To be colonel MATTHEW F. DABKOWSKI THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): To be colonel ARCHIE L. BATES III IN THE ARMY THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: To be colonel JASON S. HAWKSWORTH THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: To be colonel PAUL A. BARNETT RICHARD COUCH JONATHAN W. GOCKE MATTHEW C. LEWIS ROBERT P. MASON        The online Record has been corrected to read: IN THE AIR FORCE THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: To be major COLE-CHRISTIAN L. HOLINATY THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: To be major VINCENT W. FLORY IN THE ARMY THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: To be colonel JASON S. HAWKSWORTH THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: To be colonel PAUL A. BARNETT, JR.  RICHARD COUCH JONATHAN W. GOCKE MATTHEW C. LEWIS ROBERT P. MASON THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): To be colonel MATTHEW F. DABKOWSKI THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 7433(B) AND 7436(A): To be colonel ARCHIE L. BATES III 
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NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MATTHEW 
N. ALOMBRO AND ENDING WITH GARRETT C. ZUPAN, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
JULY 12, 2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KEVIN B. 
ABBOTT AND ENDING WITH KAITLIN E. ZITO, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF JAMES H. GUTZMAN, TO BE 
COLONEL. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DANIELLE 
N. ANDERSON AND ENDING WITH BRIAN J. WELCH, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 
2023. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF RYAN C. CAGUILLO, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF MARY M. GUTIERREZ, TO 
BE COLONEL. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF EDWARD W. HALE, TO BE 
COLONEL. 

IN THE ARMY 

ARMY NOMINATION OF PAUL A. STELZER, TO BE LIEU-
TENANT COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF ANDREW R. UPDIKE, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF ERICA L. KANE, TO BE COLONEL. 
ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOSHUA T. ADE 

AND ENDING WITH EVERETT E. ZACHARY, WHICH NOMI-
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JUNE 21, 
2023. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF CHARLES K. DJOU, TO BE COLO-
NEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF NICHOLAS C. MOLCZYK, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF DAVID HERNANDEZ, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF CLYDELLIA S. PRICHARD– 
ALLEN, TO BE COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF ESPADA J. RUIZ, TO BE COLO-
NEL. 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF LERON E. LANE, TO BE 
COLONEL. 

MARINE CORPS NOMINATION OF WILLIAM M. SCHWEIT-
ZER, TO BE MAJOR. 

IN THE NAVY 

NAVY NOMINATION OF ANDRES S. PISCOYA, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MARY M. AYRES 
AND ENDING WITH REBECCA M. RIEGER, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 2023. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF DANIEL I. MORRISON, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF ALAN A. GUTBERLET, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF GUILLERMO M. ARGUELLO, TO 
BE COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF CHRISTOPHER S. WILLIAMS, TO 
BE CAPTAIN. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF KRISTOPHER M. BRAZIL, TO BE 
CAPTAIN. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOSHUA P. 
CORBIN AND ENDING WITH NATHAN S. WEMETT, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP-
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 
2023. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH NICHOLAS B. 
ARTABAZON AND ENDING WITH SARA A. ZANITSCH, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
JULY 12, 2023. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MARY H. BAKER 
AND ENDING WITH TRENT A. WARNER, WHICH NOMINA-
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON JULY 12, 2023. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF PETER J. MACULAN, TO BE CAP-
TAIN. 

FOREIGN SERVICE 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MI-
CHAEL J. FITZPATRICK AND ENDING WITH THOMAS 
LASZLO VAJDA, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED 
BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON JANUARY 26, 2023. 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
CHRISTOPHER M. CUSHING AND ENDING WITH RYAN G. 
WASHBURN, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON FEBRUARY 13, 2023. 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
MAURA E. BARRY BOYLE AND ENDING WITH JAIDEV 
SINGH, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON FEBRUARY 13, 2023. 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATION OF ALI ABDI. 
FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 

MARK PETRY AND ENDING WITH KIMBERLY SAWATZKI, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
MARCH 30, 2023. 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
IHUOMA A. AKAMIRO AND ENDING WITH JEFFREY PAUL 
LODINSKY, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY 
THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON MAY 30, 2023. 
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THANKING JAMES (TRE) WILLIAMS 

HON. CHUCK EDWARDS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. James (Tre) Williams, for his work 
as an intern in my D.C. office. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank him for his hard 
work and recognize the meaningful contribu-
tions he has made to the office this summer. 

Tre is from St Louis, Missouri, and is a ris-
ing sophomore at Loyola Marymount Univer-
sity where he is studying business marketing. 
Tre enjoys playing intramural basketball and 
making music during his free time. 

Interns work with staff to serve constituents 
in North Carolina’s 11th congressional district. 
Tre was chosen from a competitive pool of ap-
plicants and exceeded every expectation with 
his positive attitude and impressive work ethic. 

It was a pleasure to work with Tre, and I am 
so proud to have such an intelligent and ambi-
tious intern representing my office. Tre exem-
plified the spirit of public service and rep-
resents the best that our Nation has to offer. 
I congratulate Tre on this successful comple-
tion of his internship, and on behalf of the 
people of Western North Carolina, I thank him. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GERARDO 
MOUET 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Gerardo Mouet, a dedi-
cated community leader, public servant, and 
father. 

Gerardo passed away on March 7, 2023, 
after battling cancer for over a decade. He de-
voted his life to serving Orange County and 
the people of Santa Ana, inspiring his commu-
nity members to love nature as much as he 
did. 

Gerardo served as the executive director for 
Santa Ana’s Parks, Recreation, and Commu-
nity Services Agency for 14 years and the di-
rector of Long Beach’s Parks, Recreation, and 
Marine Department until he retired to focus on 
his health. During his tenures, Gerardo 
oversaw large-scale restructuring efforts that 
saved both cities money and increased effi-
ciency to better protect parks and wildlife. 

His wife Jenny and children, Andrew and 
Monica, will remember him as a husband and 
father who loved his family, loved his commu-
nity, and loved nature. 

I thank Gerardo for his dedication to Orange 
County. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DANIEL 
‘‘DAN’’ CARR JOHNSTON BOWL-
ING II 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of Delegate Daniel ‘‘Dan’’ Carr John-
ston Bowling II, of North Tazewell, Virginia, 
who passed away at home on July 19, 2023. 
Delegate Bowling was a longtime public serv-
ant of Tazewell County and the state of Vir-
ginia. 

He was a former member of the Virginia 
General Assembly in the Virginia House of 
Delegates, and previously served on the Taze-
well County Board of Supervisors, the Public 
Service Authority Board of Tazewell County, 
and the Tazewell County Soil and Water Con-
servation Board of Directors. Recently, he was 
elevated to Director Emeritus Honorarium sta-
tus by the Tazewell Soil & Water Conservation 
District Board. 

Delegate Bowling was a lifelong resident of 
Tazewell County. He was a member and 
former pastor of Bradshaw Memorial Church 
in Cedar Bluff, VA. He was a graduate of Vir-
ginia Tech and was a professor at Southwest 
Virginia Community College for 36 years. After 
a gratifying career, Delegate Bowling retired in 
2010 to the family farm, raising registered 
Angus cattle. 

Delegate Bowling was an active community 
member. He was a member of the Tazewell 
Lions Club for 5 years, and a member of the 
North Tazewell Lions Club for 30 years, serv-
ing in all offices and as District Governor from 
1997 to 1998. He was a former president of 
both the Lions of Virginia Foundation and the 
Lions of Virginia Hearing Foundation. Delegate 
Bowling was also a member of the Gideons of 
Virginia. 

Delegate Bowling is survived by his wife of 
30 years, Janice ‘‘Jan’’ Bowling, as well as his 
children, Daniel Bowling III and wife Beth of 
Beaver, WV, William Chris Matney of Cedar 
Bluff, VA, Louetta Esponisa of Richlands, VA, 
and Danita Bowling of Tazewell, VA; his broth-
er, Othel Donald Bowling of Onley, VA; and 4 
grandchildren and 4 great-grandchildren, along 
with many nieces, nephews, and cousins. 

Delegate Bowling was involved and impor-
tant in the Tazewell community, offering public 
service in so many areas. He touched the 
lives of many, including fellow members of his 
community, worshippers of his church, and 
students he taught. I have no doubt that he 
will be greatly missed. 

RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY 
OF MEDICAID AND MEDICARE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, on July 
30, 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed a bill into law that would guarantee all 
Americans access to quality medical care. 
Since that day, Medicaid and Medicare have 
evolved to better meet Americans’ needs. 
These essential programs provide affordable 
healthcare to well over 100 million Americans, 
including our aging and most medically-vulner-
able populations. 

Today, 18 percent of Illinoisians are enrolled 
in Medicare, and nearly 25 percent of Illi-
noisans are enrolled in Medicaid. Medicaid is 
especially significant for mothers’ and children 
in Illinois and in my Congressional District. 
Medicaid finances 38.9 percent of all births 
and insures 36.9 percent of children in Illinois. 
In my District, 24 percent of families and 30 
percent of all children under 18 live below the 
poverty line. Thus, these programs serve an 
integral role in ensuring that my constituents 
receive medical care regardless of financial 
status. 

Although we have made great strides in 
bringing healthcare to our citizens young and 
old, disparities still remain. It is shameful that 
the most vulnerable often have the most dif-
ficult time obtaining excellent care, with recent 
studies indicating that individuals who are du-
ally-eligible for both Medicaid and Medicare 
suffer from the highest rates of disparities in 
quality of care. In Chicago, residents in the 
Loop have a life expectancy of 85 years, on 
par with the longest living people in the world. 
However, in the Garfield Park neighborhood, 
just 7 stops away on the CTA Blue Line, life 
expectancy plummets to under 69 years. To 
put that figure into perspective, the average 
American life expectancy has not been below 
69 years since 1950. It pains me to know that, 
in my own district, a mere 7-stops correlates 
to a 16-year difference in the length of one’s 
life This statistic demonstrates that much work 
remains to ensure equal access to high-caliber 
health care. 

Further, I am proud that, during my time in 
Congress, I helped enact the Affordable Care 
Act as well as multiple improvements to Medi-
care and Medicaid, including the recently-en-
acted policies to help make prescription medi-
cations more affordable. Americans pay up to 
four times more for medications than patients 
in other countries, and more than one third of 
Americans cite unaffordability as the reason 
they do not fill their prescriptions. The Inflation 
Reduction Act already helps millions of Ameri-
cans by capping out-of-pocket insulin costs at 
$35 per month and removes cost sharing on 
the most essential vaccines, including the 
shingles vaccine for seniors. When the $2,000 
out-of-pocket cost cap takes effect in 2025, 
nearly 600,000 Illinoisians will save an aver-
age of $432.71 per year on medications. By 
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2030, the Inflation Reduction Act will allow the 
federal government to negotiate prices for 80 
of the most crucial medications on the market. 
The true cost of the price gouging schemes by 
Big Pharma is American lives, and I am proud 
that my colleagues and I have successfully 
strengthened the ability of Medicaid and Medi-
care to provide affordable medication to Amer-
icans. 

Healthcare is a right. As we celebrate the 
58th anniversary of Medicaid and Medicare, I 
recognize the critical rolls that these laws play 
in and reassert my dedication to ensuring the 
right of all Americans to affordable, quality 
healthcare. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, had I been present, 
I would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 369. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES 
L. ‘‘CHUCK’’ HAYES 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of Charles L. ‘‘Chuck’’ Hayes, of 
Radford, Virginia, who passed away at home 
on July 6, 2023. Mr. Hayes was described by 
his loved ones as a ‘‘beloved husband, father, 
teacher, and friend.’’ 

Mr. Hayes earned his undergraduate degree 
from Troy State College and his master’s de-
gree from Indiana University. He went on to 
teach acting, directing, theatre history, and lit-
erature and cinema at Radford University for 
40 years. He also directed for theatre, opera, 
film, radio, and television, directing over 40 
productions at Radford. 

The University’s Department of Theatre and 
Cinema, its alumni, friends, and family recently 
honored Mr. Hayes’ career by naming the 
Pridemore Playhouse stage for him, in rec-
ognition of his many contributions to Radford 
University, the theatre program, and its stu-
dents. 

Additionally, he worked with the Virginia 
Governor’s School for the Arts for four years 
and served as its director in 1987 and 1988. 

Mr. Hayes met his beloved wife, Betsy L. 
Robinson while doing summer theatre in her 
hometown of Danville, Kentucky, and married 
in 1962 and had three children together. 

Mr. Hayes is survived by his wife, daughter 
Dr. Paige Horst (Randall), son Hunt Hayes, 
son Anthony Hayes (Korena) Hayes, grandson 
Tallis Horst (Kimberly) and their four children, 
granddaughter Carlie-Rose Zepp (Ben), and 
grandson Jed Horst. I wish them condolences 
on the loss of their loved one. 

Mr. Hayes was hugely influential in the 
Radford community, touching the lives of 
countless students during his 40 years at the 
school, nurturing life-long friendships. I know 
he will be greatly missed. 

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF JAMARI MCIVORY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the accomplishments of Sa-
vannah Christian’s own, Jamari McIvory. 

Jamari is a rising senior at Savannah Chris-
tian, playing three sports: track, football, and 
basketball. 

In May, he won the 2023 Georgia 
Highschool Associations Class 3A State Title 
in both the 200 and 400-meter races, running 
a lightning-fast 21.65 and 48.1 seconds, re-
spectively. 

After winning these championships, Jamari 
was named the Coastal Empire Boy’s Track 
and Field Athlete of the Year by the Savannah 
Morning News. 

Just last week, he won his second AAU Na-
tionals 400-meter run in Las Vegas, besting 
the competition by over two seconds. 

At the end of the month, Jamari will travel 
to the 2023 AAU Track and Field Junior Olym-
pics at Drake University in Indiana. 

Bring the title home to the Coastal Empire. 
f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER KEITH 
MORTENSEN 

HON. BRAD FINSTAD 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. FINSTAD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Officer Keith Mortensen, who is re-
tiring on July 31st after 30 years serving as an 
officer with Mankato Public Safety. 

A proud son of southern Minnesota, Officer 
Mortensen earned his degree in law enforce-
ment from Mankato State University and went 
on to serve in the Mankato Department of 
Public Safety, first as road patrol and eventu-
ally as a school liaison officer. 

Last year, Officer Mortensen was awarded 
the Minnesota Juvenile Officer of the Year 
award for his work as a school resource offi-
cer, specifically for his work fostering relation-
ships with area youth. 

He created ‘‘Cops and Bobbers,’’ a summer 
program that connects local kids with law en-
forcement officers through the fun of fishing. 
Because of the leadership and dedication of 
Officer Mortensen, the program has now 
helped more than 400 young adults and will 
serve future generations of students for years 
to come. 

I want to thank Officer Mortensen for his 
years of service and the example he has set 
for all of us in southern Minnesota. I congratu-
late him on his retirement, and I wish him the 
best of luck in this next chapter. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, today I missed 
a vote on final passage of H.R. 4366—Military 

Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act 2024, because of 
the birth of my child. Had I been present on 
the House Floor, I would have voted NO. As 
a combat veteran myself, I believe it is our 
duty and responsibility to ensure all veterans 
are provided the care and resources they 
have earned. This year, however, I would not 
have been able to vote for this bill in good 
faith. 

Speaker MCCarthy allowed the most radical 
members of his party to hijack a bill meant to 
support our veterans. House Republicans 
passed amendments that do the opposite, in-
cluding provisions that restrict access to medi-
cally necessary gender-affirming care, dis-
criminate against the LGBTQ+ community, 
and eliminate efforts to combat climate 
change. 

Although there were dozens of amendments 
that I would have opposed, I want to highlight 
5 where I would have cast the following indi-
vidual votes: 

1. NO on Ogles Amendment No. 2, which 
would transfer $3 million from NATO’s Secu-
rity Investment Program to the Spending Re-
duction Account at the end of the bill. 

2. NO on Greene Amendment No. 3, which 
would cut the $73 million increase in funding 
for the NATO Security Investment Program. 

3. NO on Greene Amendment No. 34, which 
strikes funding for the Office of Resolution 
Management, Diversity, and Inclusion. 

4. NO on Bost Amendment No. 35, which 
prohibits the VA from using funds to submit a 
beneficiary’s name to the NCIS list based on 
VA’s appointment of a fiduciary. 

5. NO on Roy Amendment No. 40, which 
prohibits funds in this act from being used to 
carry out President Biden’s climate change ex-
ecutive order. 

Instead of passing bipartisan legislation that 
treats ALL veterans with respect and honor, 
House Republicans chose to discriminate 
against those who have sacrificed so much for 
our country. This is a major step backwards, 
and I cannot support this bill. 

f 

30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE STATE 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as the Senior member of the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee on Readiness I am 
grateful to recognize the historic significance 
of the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 
Department of Defense State Partnership Pro-
gram. 

The Department of Defense State Partner-
ship Program was established in 1993 and 
has evolved from a program designed to as-
sist countries emerging from behind the Iron 
Curtain to one that now involves 88 partner-
ships with 100 nations, and the National 
Guard of every state and territory of the 
United States. Every year, members of the 
National Guard typically engage in more than 
1,000 events during which they work with part-
ner militaries to bolster capabilities, improve 
interoperability, and enhance principles of re-
sponsible governance. 
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The State Partnership Program delivers a 

significant return on investment by broadening 
the pool of security partners who are willing 
and able to support defense and security co-
operation objectives around the world. In fact, 
most of the earliest State Partnership Program 
partner countries in Europe have gone on to 
become United States allies in the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization, and many of them 
credit the State Partnership Program and their 
National Guard State partners with helping to 
make that possible. 

Last year, with the leadership of Adjutant 
General Van McCarty continuing the tradition 
of Adjutant General Bob Livingston, the South 
Carolina National Guard celebrated the 10- 
year anniversary of our State Partnership with 
the Republic of Colombia. Since the launch of 
our mutually beneficial partnership, we have 
assisted in humanitarian aid, disaster relief, 
jointed combined training, and the internal 
transformation of civilian and military systems. 
The California National Guard has been instru-
mental in assisting the military of Ukraine and 
now is effectively facing War Criminal Putin, 
the monstrous dictator. 

Being a father to four sons who have served 
overseas in the military and a 31-year veteran 
of the U.S. Army Reserves and the South 
Carolina Army National Guard, I am appre-
ciative of the rich military tradition held within 
the Second District of South Carolina. Our dis-
trict is home of Fort Jackson in Columbia, 
while Shaw Air Force Base in Sumter and Fort 
Gordon in Augusta, Georgia, are located just 
outside the District. 

I am grateful to see the National Guard 
working with the commanders of the combat-
ant commands and the Department of State to 
increase State Partnership Program partner-
ships by 2 nations per year for the next 15 
years. The outsized influence of the program 
in developing and supporting enduring rela-
tionships around the world serves both the in-
terests of the partner nation and the United 
States. 

Last, and most importantly, I want to ex-
press my deep gratitude for the continuing 
service by members of the National Guard in 
support of the Department of Defense State 
Partnership Program. 

f 

HONORING SERGIO SUAREZ AND 
TAQUERÍA LOS COMALES 

HON. JESÚS G. ‘‘CHUY’’ GARCÍA 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today 
I want to honor Sergio and Mary Suarez, resi-
dents from my district and small business 
owners as they celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of their restaurant, Taquerı́a Los Comales. 

Twenty-five years ago Sergio and Mary de-
cided to open a taquerı́a in Melrose Park, Illi-
nois. They were determined to make it the 
best of the best. 

With dedication and creativity, they put to-
gether a menu that combines authentic Mexi-
can recipes with American community tradi-
tions, all surrounded with hospitality and family 
love. 

Since he was a child, Sergio has had to 
work to help support his family. At the age of 
6, he was shining shoes to make some 

money. He never thought he would become 
the restaurant owner and business leader he 
is now. He immigrated to the United States 
from the Mexican state of Jalisco as a teen-
ager and has built his American Dream one 
small business at a time. 

Sergio’s business instincts and work ethic 
have been key to his success. He chose Mel-
rose Park as the location for his first res-
taurant at a time when it was growing in diver-
sity and the residents needed a friendly neigh-
borhood restaurant with the Mexican food that 
reminded them of their mom’s and abuela’s 
recipes. That’s what Los Comales is for many 
of us. 

Sergio has used his experience with busi-
ness success to support and mentor other as-
piring business owners, especially those that 
came from Mexico and are now living in the 
United States. In turn, he, is helping the com-
munity increase their markets, assisting immi-
grants, and creating more businesses and 
jobs. Immigrant-family owned restaurants like 
Los Comales are pillars of our community and 
engines of our local economy. 

I wish Sergio and Mary Suarez, their whole 
family and Taquerı́a Los Comales, many more 
years of success. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF ALEX 
VELASQUEZ 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Alex Velasquez, a member of 
the Greatest Generation, a man who captured 
the essence of the American Dream and 
touched the lives of so many people in his 
community. 

Alex was born during the Great Depression. 
He grew up in a single parent household and 
supported his mother and sisters at a very 
early age. He went from being a bellman, to 
an usher at a movie theater, to then enlisting 
in the Navy at the age of 18. 

After being honorably discharged in 1946, 
Alex continued his spirit of the American 
Dream in pursuing barbering. His barber shop 
that he opened in 1954 continues to hold its 
legacy today, holding much more meaning 
than just a simple hair cut to his clientele. His 
barber shop was the center of chisme in 
Santa Ana. 

Alex was a man of honor, service, and of in-
spiration to all young Americans with big 
dreams. He passed away on February 6, 
2023. Alex was 97 years old. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in celebrating 
the life of Alex Velasquez. May he forever rest 
in peace. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. 
ARMY CORPORAL DEWEY E. 
REWIS, JR. 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Dewey Rewis, Jr., a 

POW/MIA who, seventy years after he was re-
ported missing, was finally identified. 

In 1950, the Waycross Georgia native joined 
the Battery D, 15th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Auto-
matic Weapons Battalion, 31st Regimental 
Combat Team, 7th Infantry Division stationed 
in Korea. 

He was reported missing in action on De-
cember 2, 1950, after his unit came under at-
tack while advancing along the eastern banks 
of Chosin Reservoir. 

In 1953, four POWs returned home from 
Korea and reported that Cpl. Lewis had been 
a prisoner of war and had passed away in 
March 1951. 

During Operation Glory, North Korea re-
turned the remains of some U.S. soldiers that 
had died in the area north of Chosin Reservoir 
known as ‘‘Death Valley’’. 

Unfortunately, Dewey was not among those 
returned. He was determined to be unrecover-
able on January 16, 1956. 

In October of 2022, researchers were able 
to identify Cpl. Rewis’ remains using 
mitochondrial DNA and Y chromosome anal-
ysis. 

Dewey’s name is recorded on the American 
Battle Monuments Commission’s Courts of 
Missing at the National Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific in Honolulu, along with others who 
are still missing from the Korean War. He will 
have a rosette placed next to his name to indi-
cate that he has been accounted for. 

Cpl. Rewis paid the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country, and today we honor him. 

f 

HONORING THE CITY OF DOVER, 
IDAHO ON 100 YEARS 

HON. RUSS FULCHER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. FULCHER. Mr. Speaker, I want to make 
a special mention of the 100th Anniversary of 
the City of Dover, Idaho. Dover is situated 
near the beautiful Lake Pend Oreille and is in 
the northern part of the district I represent. On 
July 22nd and 23rd, the City of Dover cele-
brated 100 years of history with a boat pa-
rade, historical walk, and community bar-
becue—wrapping up with an exceptional Sun-
day service at the historic Dover Church, 
which has served as the heart of the commu-
nity for the last 100 years. 

I am honored to serve communities like 
Dover in Idaho, and I wish the city of Dover 
a bright future in the next 100 years. 

f 

IMPACT OF GUN VIOLENCE IN 
AMERICA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHONTEL M. BROWN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 25, 2023 

Ms. BROWN. Madam Speaker, I thank Con-
gressman JACKSON and Congresswoman 
CHERFILUS-MCCORMICK for leading a Special- 
Order Hour on July 25 to discuss the impact 
of gun violence on Black communities. 

As members of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, we have an obligation to speak out 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:32 Jul 28, 2023 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A27JY8.010 E27JYPT1dm
w

ils
on

 o
n 

D
S

K
JM

0X
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE734 July 27, 2023 
on behalf of our constituents, and an obliga-
tion to work towards a more just society for 
everyone. 

And this Special Order is so important be-
cause gun violence is devastating our commu-
nities. The conservative Supreme Court and 
radical state legislatures have weakened our 
gun safety laws and Black families in Black 
neighborhoods are paying the price. 

My district is not immune. In Cleveland ear-
lier this month, 9 people were shot in a mass 
shooting. Gun violence is leaving trauma, fear, 
and pain across Northeast Ohio. The party 
that likes to talk about freedom, has left my 
constituents in fear, unable to enjoy everyday 
activities without the fear of gun violence. 

And I am a licensed gun owner. But I fully 
support gun safety legislation, including an as-
sault weapons ban, creating universal back-
ground checks, closing dangerous loopholes 
and more. Because I have the audacity to be-
lieve that my constituents deserve to feel safe. 

Finally, I want to stress that we can’t give 
up hope. 

Large majorities of the American people 
want us to act. And last year, Congress 
passed the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. 
That’s right, it was bipartisan. And we were 
able to strengthen background checks and im-
pose new penalties on illegal purchases. 

That’s why we have to continue to speak 
out and continue to work the legislative proc-
ess. We owe our constituents nothing less. 

f 

CELEBRATING 125 YEARS IN 
ROSSFORD, OHIO 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize an important milestone in Rossford, 
Ohio’s history and the history of our region. 
The City of Rossford begins a weekend cele-
bration today honoring its founding and the 
125 years since. The celebration begins Fri-
day evening with a community-wide grand 
opening celebration and continues Saturday 
with a parade and outdoor festivities along 
with exceptional entertainment. 

Rossford has a rather unique history. The 
very definition of a ‘‘company town,’’ Rossford 
was built as a model town by Edward Ford, a 
founder of the Libbey-Owens-Ford Glass 
Company. In 1898, Mr. Ford purchased 173 
acres along the Maumee River to build the 
Edward Ford Plate Glass Company. He 
named the city ‘‘Rossford’’ by combining the 
last name of his second wife, Caroline Ross, 
with his name. 

Because Rossford was a ‘‘company town,’’ 
Edward Ford—who was a generous philan-
thropist—helped to build churches, schools, 
and homes. In the heyday of the plants’ pro-
duction, grandfather, father, and son all 
worked for Edward Ford Plate Glass Company 
or Libbey-Owens-Ford. 

Edward Ford recruited hundreds of Euro-
pean immigrants, especially Eastern Euro-
peans, to work in his new glass company. 
Thus, Rossford bears a rich and diverse cul-
tural history including descendants of Poland, 
Ukraine, Hungary, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Ger-
many, Belgium, Italy and other European 
countries. Mr. Ford also encouraged Ameri-

cans to migrate from other states to work in 
his factories. The amalgamation of so many 
different ethnicities and races brought a beau-
tiful heritage to the Rossford community. Even 
today, organizations and churches in the city 
trace their own history to that of the early im-
migrants. 

The primary North-South and East-West ar-
teries of the eastern United States intersect at 
Rossford. Thus, in addition to putting our re-
gion on the map as ‘‘The Glass Capital of the 
World’’ Rossford is also ‘‘The Crossroads of 
America.’’ It is a city representing small town 
USA while at the same time committed to a 
bright future. 

Even as Edward Ford found Rossford a de-
sirable location 125 years ago and residents 
through the generations have found it to be 
true, the area that is now Rossford shares an 
ancient past as well. In 1963 boys playing in 
Rossford’s Crane’s Woods discovered a loca-
tion where archaeologists later uncovered 
habitation structures and artifacts including 
shell-tempered pottery shards, brass decora-
tive objects, and glass beads dating back to 
the pre-history of Europeans in the 1600s. 
Burial sites of over 100 individuals were also 
found. From prehistory, people were success-
fully living in the region. 

Today, Rossford remains a thriving commu-
nity, living up to the success of its founder and 
the generations who built the city forward. We 
honor those forefathers and mothers in the 
events of this weekend, celebrating the past 
while investing in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I regret that 
due to contracting the COVID–19 virus, I was 
unable to be in Washington, D.C. from July 
25, 2023 to July 27, 2023 to cast the following 
votes. Had I been present, I would have voted 
NAY on Roll Call No. 365; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 366; NAY on Roll Call No. 367; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 368; YEA on Roll Call No. 369; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 370; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 371; NAY on Roll Call No. 372; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 373; NAY on Roll Call No. 374; 
NAY on Roll Call No. 375; NAY on Roll Call 
No. 376; NAY on Roll Call No. 377; NAY on 
Roll Call No. 378; and YEA on Roll Call No. 
379. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CLAY HIGGINS 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
was unable to attend votes due to an obliga-
tion in my home state of Louisiana. Had I 
been present, I would have voted NAY on Roll 
Call No. 365, and YEA on Roll Call No. 366. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAUL RUIZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, during Roll Call 
Vote No. 370 on H.R. 4368, I mistakenly re-
corded my vote as Yea when I should have 
voted Nay. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SYD 
BLACKMARR 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Tifton, 
Georgia’s ‘‘Queen of Arts,’’ Syd Blackmarr, 
who recently passed at the age of 89. 

Her commitment to promoting the arts in 
Georgia has left a great mark on the cultural 
landscape of Georgia’s Eighth District. 

Her legacy will be remembered in the cul-
tural heritage she helped build, from the main 
stage at Fulwood Park that is named in her 
honor, to the former Tifton Museum of Arts & 
Heritage that was renamed the Syd Blackmarr 
Arts Center to recognize her contributions to 
our community. 

She also founded the Art Experiment Sta-
tion at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College 
in 1976, which fostered the creation of 8 local 
arts councils. It was Georgia’s first rural arts 
consortium, and her work paved the way for 
collaborations across South Georgia, leading 
to the growth of arts organizations and public 
art installations throughout our state. 

She envisioned arts affirming cultural diver-
sity and helped initiate the Arts in Black Fes-
tival and the Fiesta del Pueblo. 

Syd’s accolades and recognitions, such as 
the Governor’s Award for the Arts and Human-
ities and the Selina Roberts Ottum Award for 
Arts Leadership, are a testament to her un-
wavering dedication and the immense impact 
she had on the arts community. 

Syd’s impact in Georgia’s Eighth District will 
be felt for generations to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LANCASTER 
HIGH SCHOOL TRACK TEAM’S 
STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Lancaster High School var-
sity boys track and field team’s Class 1 State 
Championship. 

On Saturday, June 3rd, the Red Devil var-
sity boys track and field team came home with 
the class 1 State championship after a 2-day 
meet at James Madison University. The Lan-
caster team scored an impressive 80.5 points 
and placed in every single event. I would like 
to congratulate Reece Rhodes, Daveon Smith, 
Jeremia Laws, Creston Saunders, Creaton 
Saunders, Tyson Henderson, Mathew Kane, 
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Joshua Woolard, Zaden Veney, Brandonn 
Wade, Trajan Waddy, and Trenielle Kelley for 
a great team victory. 

I would like to recognize the leadership of 
head coach Draper Washington, as well as 
assistant coaches James Timm and Markus 
Ferguson. The coaches combined effort and 
leadership has led the track team to victory in 
2 of the last 4 class 1 state titles. Next, I 
would like to recognize Reece Rhodes and 
Daveon Smith for their individual champion-
ships. Reece Rhodes broke the shot-put state 
record with a throw of 60′11″, and Daveon 
Smith won the long jump with a jump of 21′4″. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the accomplishments and hard 
work of the student-athletes, coaches, and vol-
unteers of Lancaster High School’s varsity 
boys track and field program. I look forward to 
seeing their continued excellence. 

f 

REMEMBERING JONATHAN CUNEO 

HON. JERROLD NADLER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I rise to recognize the passing of 
Jonathan Cuneo, a champion of consumer 
rights and a longtime friend of the House 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

After earning his BA at Columbia University 
and his law degree at Cornell, Jon clerked for 
Judge Edward Tamm of the U.S. District Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia. In 
1981, after a stint working for the Federal 
Trade Commission, Jon joined the Judiciary 
Committee as counsel to the Subcommittee 
on Monopolies and Commercial Law. 

Under Chairman Peter Rodino of New Jer-
sey, Jon proved himself a trusted advisor on 
questions of antitrust law and consumer safe-
ty. He helped to guide the Committee through 
its consideration of a balanced budget amend-
ment to the Constitution, and he conducted a 
wide-ranging investigation of the insurance in-
dustry. He was still a young man when he 
served here, but already Jon was making val-
uable contributions to the important work of 
protecting American consumers and small 
business from large corporate interests. 

Jon founded his private practice in 1988, 
and from there he led several ground-breaking 
civil actions in service of that mission. In the 
‘‘Joe Camel’’ case, argued in California state 
courts and successfully settled in 1997, Jon 
and his team revealed that the R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Company’s advertising campaign 
was specifically targeting underage children 
with its promotional cartoon character. For his 
role in the case, Congressman Henry Wax-
man (D–CA) called Jon a ‘‘real American 
hero.’’ 

On behalf of thousands of defrauded inves-
tors in Enron Corp., Jon recovered more than 
$7 billion in federal court in 2009. It remains 
the largest settlement of its kind. Apart from 
his successful private practice, Jon co-founded 
the Committee to Support Antitrust Laws, the 
American Antitrust Institute, and the National 
Association of Shareholder and Consumer At-
torneys. His commitment to justice and safety 
for all Americans was equal to none. 

And as I recall Jon’s wide-ranging and suc-
cessful legal career, Mr. Speaker, I am par-
ticularly struck by the lifelong friendship he 
forged with my predecessor, the late Chair-
man John Conyers, Jr. of Michigan. Chairman 
Conyers trusted Jon like few others. On issues 
like consumer safety, corporate accountability, 
and access to the courts, the 2 were partners, 
both dedicated to helping the most vulnerable 
Americans find justice wherever it could be 
found. 

We on the Judiciary Committee will remem-
ber Jon fondly. May his memory be a blessing 
to the friends and loved ones he leaves be-
hind. 

f 

CELEBRATING LOIS DODD 

HON. CHELLIE PINGREE 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to cele-
brate Lois Dodd’s contribution to Maine’s artis-
tic record and her legacy as an acclaimed 
American oil painter. The painter’s under-
stated, observational scenes of farmhouses, 
forests, quarries and winding roads recall days 
spent along the coast and invoke feelings of 
nostalgia in anyone who has spent time in 
Maine. Admired for her plein-air paintings and 
appreciation for moments of understated im-
portance, Dodd is credited with an alluring ca-
pacity to capture the character of her subjects. 

When Dodd visited Maine for the first time 
in 1951, she was taken with the pace of life— 
so different from that of her home in New York 
City. The dynamic landscape and, what Dodd 
describe as, ‘‘American ruins’’—weathered 
farmhouses and barns, cracked windowpanes, 
shingled outhouses—provided the painter with 
an abundance of inspiration for her work. 
Even her bedroom window proved to be the 
perfect subject. For those native to the state, 
her work speaks to Maine’s rich architectural, 
agricultural, and ecological history. For those 
yet to know Maine, Dodd’s work invites them 
in and inspires them to visit the state to see 
the painter’s subjects for themselves. 

Among a group of avant-garde artists from 
New York, Dodd found creative respite along 
the coast in the summer months. Dodd co- 
owned a home in Lincolnville for many years 
with other New York artists. In the 1960s, she 
purchased her own property in Cushing. It is 
in this home that Dodd painted her well-known 
bedroom mural which provided later inspiration 
for pieces on view at the Farnsworth Museum 
in Rockland. 

The painter even found that some of her 
subjects became more vibrant when she was 
in the state. ‘‘In Maine, the figures would be 
involved with something interesting—climbing 
a tree, using an axe, working. She is not just 
lolling there. It is more alive that way,’’ Dodd 
said. 

Dodd is an elected member of the American 
Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters and 
the National Academy of Design. Her work is 
included in the collections of Bowdoin College, 
Colby College, the Farnsworth Art Museum, 
the Portland Art Museum, The Museum of 
Modern Art and more. The painter also spent 

over 50 years in the classroom, lending her 
knowledge and talent to countless students. 
Dodd’s work offers an impressive testimony to 
the rich landscape and history of Maine—ce-
menting the state’s legacy as an influential 
and significant contributor to the fine arts. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF COACH ALVIS 
JOHNSON, JR. 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of a special man, Coach Alvis 
Johnson, Jr. of Harrodsburg, Kentucky. 

Coach Johnson, born in 1947, grew up in 
rural Christian County, Kentucky as the son of 
a sharecropper. He attended Western Ken-
tucky University, where he played football and 
earned a master’s degree in secondary edu-
cation. He and his wife Rosetta moved to 
Harrodsburg in 1973 where he taught history, 
served as athletics director, and coached foot-
ball as well as boys’ and girls’ track and field. 
He served there until 1997, where he was 
well-respected in the classroom and on the 
athletics fields. He led the boys track and field 
team to 4 state championships; the girls track 
and field to one state championship, and the 
football team to 3 state runner-up titles. Coach 
Johnson was a mentor and role model to his 
students, his fellow teachers, and his athletes. 
The football and track and field stadium is 
named in his honor. Johnson had over 50 ath-
letes that went on to compete at the Division 
1 level, including his sons, Dennis and Derrick 
who are now football coaches at Woodford 
County High School. Coach Johnson went on 
to serve for 8 years as an assistant athletics 
director at the University of Kentucky. 

Coach Johnson served on the KHSAA 
Board of Control and led as president in 1991. 
He was elected to the National Federation of 
High School Athletics’ board of directors in 
1992 and became that board’s president in 
1994, the first African American to do so. He 
served on the Kentucky Board of Education 
from 2019–2022. Johnson was inducted into 
the Kentucky Track and Cross-Country Coach-
es Association Hall of Fame and the Kentucky 
High School Athletic Association’s 
Dawahare’s/KHSAA Hall of Fame. He was 
named the state high school track coach of 
the year 8 times and, in 1977, was named the 
Kellogg Corporation National Track Coach of 
the Year. He was twice named the state foot-
ball coach of the year. Johnson also received 
the Disney’s American Teacher Award in 
1996. 

Coach Johnson was a member and long-
time deacon at Centennial Baptist Church. He 
was active in the United Way and many other 
community groups. Coach Johnson had a 
positive impact on thousands of lives over his 
career as a teacher and coach. He showed 
genuine care and concern for people and his 
legacy lives on. This legendary man who was 
a mentor to many passed away on July 15, 
2023. 

I am humbled to honor the memory of 
Coach Alvis Johnson, Jr. before the United 
States Congress. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE AND 

SACRIFICE OF U.S. ARMY SGT. 
ANTONIO ‘‘TONY’’ MULLEN 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Sgt Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ Mullen, 
of Rolla, Missouri, on his honorable service 
and sacrifice in the U.S. Army. Sergeant 
Mullen is being celebrated by Helping a Hero 
Organization for his distinguished valor and 
dedication to the security of our country. 

Sgt. Mullen grew up in a family of veterans 
and decided to follow in their footsteps. After 
the tragic events of 9/11 he joined the US 
Army in 2003 Tony had a knack for mechan-
ical things and became a heavy/light wheel 
mechanic. He performed his basic training in 
Fort Leonard Wood, MO, and from there he 
was sent to Korea where he served for a year. 
After that he was sent back to Missouri for a 
few months before he was deployed to Iraq. 

In the army, Sgt. Mullen found the sense of 
community that he had been searching for but 
had yet to experience. Sgt. Mullen was de-
ployed to Iraq when his second child was 
born. He was not able to get home for her 
birth but was able to stay on the phone during 
the entire labor and delivery. He named her 
America; he wanted her to know that he risked 
his life for his country and would risk it for her 
forever. 

In the line of duty, Mullen was deployed to 
Iraq, where his Forward Operating Base was 
attacked. He sustained several life-altering in-
juries while serving his country but never 
wavered in his love of his country and the 
brothers he fought beside him. Tony has re-
cently completed work on a bachelor’s degree 
in criminal justice and hopes to become a 
drug and alcohol counselor for military vet-
erans. 

Mullen and his wife, Lacy, are the proud 
parents of 4 children, Darian, America, 
Dalayla, and Israel. 

The men and women who defend our Na-
tion will always have my support. On behalf of 
the entire eighth congressional district, we 
thank Sgt Antonio ‘‘Tony’’ Mullen for his dedi-
cated service to this great Nation. 

f 

CELEBRATING KPAN RADIO’S 75 
YEARS OF BROADCASTING 

HON. RONNY JACKSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. JACKSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I am honored to help KPAN Radio cele-
brate 75 years of broadcasting in the Texas 
Panhandle. As 1 of the most historic radio sta-
tions in Texas, KPAN has touched the lives of 
countless listeners and is a beacon of reliable 
local, state, and national news for the Texas 
Panhandle. 

KPAN has been a proud family owned and 
operated station since day 1. Marshall Formby 
was KPAN’s original owner, and his wife, 
Sharleen, ensured the radio station rep-
resented the entire Texas Panhandle. Their 
nephew, Clint Formby, was KPAN’s first voice 

on the airwaves when KPAN was first broad-
casted on August 4, 1948 at 6:15 a.m. Clint 
eventually became part owner of the station 
and raised his son, Chip Formby, to be part of 
the radio business as well. Chip became a 
manager at KPAN in 1993 and managed the 
station until his death in July of 2020. Both of 
Chip’s sons took after their father and worked 
for KPAN during their high school and college 
years. Chip’s son, Lane, returned in January 
of 2021 to become manager of the station. 75 
years since that first broadcast, the Formby 
family is still broadcasting KPAN in Hereford, 
Texas in the heart of my district. 

Hereford residents tune into KPAN for the 
news, latest weather reports, commodity re-
ports, funeral listings, school and senior lunch 
menus, Dallas Cowboys football games, 
Texas Tech Red Raider sporting events, and 
so much more. 

KPAN continues to demonstrate the value 
and spirit of the Texas Panhandle as is evi-
dent by KPAN’s numerous accolades and 
‘‘firsts.’’ KPAN was the first Texas radio station 
to conceive ‘‘Distributive Education Day’’ 
which offers special training and financial re-
sources for high school students who are 
dedicated to pursuing their dreams in broad-
casting. The station was also one of the first 
West Texas stations to incorporate daily Span-
ish programming and music and one of the 
first area stations to build a companion FM 
station. 

KPAN has been featured on the cover of 
Texas Highways, in the Dallas Morning news, 
AP releases, and several other area and na-
tional publications. In addition, KPAN has 
twice been named Texas’ Outstanding Radio 
Station by The Texas Association of Broad-
casters and named the State’s Outstanding 
Radio Station in support of Education. There 
is no doubt that KPAN’s dedication to broad-
casting and education has inspired listeners 
and students across the State. 

KPAN is committed to serving the commu-
nity and dedicated to providing information 
and entertainment to their listeners. Again, I 
want to congratulate KPAN Radio and the 
Formby family on 75 fruitful years of broad-
casting and service to the Texas Panhandle, 
and I look forward to 75 more. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHARLES 
GRAHAM CROCKETT 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of Charles Graham Crockett, of 
Wytheville, Virginia, who passed on July 12, 
2023. 

A lifelong resident of Wytheville, Mr. Crock-
ett graduated from Wytheville High School, 
Class of 1949. He served in Korea during the 
Korean War from November 1952 until Feb-
ruary 1954 with the 984th Engineer Field 
Maintenance Company, 45 Engineer Group, 
8th Army. 

Mr. Crockett was a reliability engineer who 
worked on the design and development of the 
B–2 Stealth Bomber. He was also a member 
of the Wytheville Town Council from 1996 to 
2004. He served as an original member of the 
Board of Directors of the New River Regional 

Water Authority, the Wytheville Training 
School and Culture Center, and the Cross-
roads Institute in Galax, Virginia. The 
Wytheville-Wythe Bland Chamber of Com-
merce named him Outstanding Citizen of the 
Year for 2013. 

Mr. Crockett was a life member of, Amer-
ican Legion Wythe County Post 9, VFW Post 
2179, Korean War Veterans Association, 
Wythe County Historical Society, Wythe Coun-
ty Genealogical and Historical Association and 
Past President of the Sons of American Revo-
lution, Lt. David Cox Chapter. 

Mr. Crockett joins his parents, two daugh-
ters, Angela Denise Crockett and Valerie 
Jeanne Crockett, and wife, Betty Hammack 
Crockett, in heaven. He is survived by his 
daughters, Renee Leigh Crockett of Max 
Meadows, Virginia, Michele Crockett Thomp-
son and her husband, Ethan Tobie Thompson, 
of Double Oak, Texas; granddaughters, Emily 
Nicole Waclawczyk and husband, Aaron, of 
Austin, Texas, and Natalie Elise Thompson of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota; grandsons, Michael D 
Bell and his wife, Karyn, of Burbank, Cali-
fornia, and Matthew D. Bell of Sulphur 
Springs, Texas. I wish them condolences on 
the loss of their loved one. 

Mr. Crockett lived a long and fruitful life in 
Southwest Virginia, passing at the age of 92. 
I know his friends and family members will 
greatly miss him, but I have no doubt his spirit 
will remain in their hearts for many years to 
come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN MARTENS 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize John Martens, a long-time member 
of the professional staff of the House Appro-
priations Committee, who has more than 30 
years of service working for all 3 branches of 
the Federal Government. His dedication to our 
Nation exemplifies the hard work and commit-
ment of an admirable public servant. 

John began his career at the Naval Sea 
Systems Command in 1991 as a budget ana-
lyst, rotating through various budget and pro-
gram offices. Following his time at the Naval 
Sea Systems Command, in 1994, John be-
came a budget analyst at the Administrative 
Office of the United States Courts, where he 
performed budget formulation and execution 
activities for the Federal Judiciary and sup-
ported the Budget Committee of the Judicial 
Conference of the United States. 

In 2002, John became professional staff for 
the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Justice, State, Judiciary, and Re-
lated Agencies. When the House of Rep-
resentatives switched control in 2007 and the 
House Appropriations Committee was reorga-
nized, setting the subcommittees to their cur-
rent form, John moved to the Subcommittee 
on Financial Services and General Govern-
ment, where he served as Minority Clerk and 
Staff Director until 2010. 

After House Republicans took the Majority 
in 2011, John led the Subcommittee on Finan-
cial Services and General Government as Ma-
jority Clerk and Staff Director. At the start of 
the 114th Congress, John returned to the Sub-
committee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
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and Related Agencies as the Majority Clerk 
and Staff Director until 2018. When I became 
Ranking Member of the Full Committee in 
2019, I asked John to serve as Minority Clerk 
and Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Fi-
nancial Services and General Government. 

Accumulated throughout his years of serv-
ice, John’s immense knowledge and experi-
ence earned him the position of Senior Advi-
sor to the House Appropriations Committee at 
the beginning of the 118th Congress. This role 
presented a range of new challenges that I 
knew he would handle expertly, advising me 
as House Appropriations Chairwoman, the 
Subcommittee Chairs, and the staff—many of 
whom he intentionally trained and mentored. 

John has been an exceptional member of 
the House Appropriations Committee staff for 
more than 20 years now, with nearly 5 of 
those years on my staff. During his time on 
the Committee, John has successfully devel-
oped and implemented strategies for advanc-
ing legislation through the Committee and the 
House of Representatives. 

In his various roles, I asked John to work on 
some of the most complex issues, and he se-
cured key legislalive wins during periods of di-
vided government and tense political disagree-
ments by finding common ground with his col-
leagues. He has more than demonstrated his 
ability to handle any task put before him. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize John as 
he leaves the halls of Congress and starts his 
next chapter. It is not the end of a career but 
rather the beginning of a new adventure. After 
many early mornings and late nights as a pub-
lic servant, I know John is looking forward to 
spending more time with his wife, Gail, and 2 
children, Julia and James. He will be greatly 
missed, and I thank him for his dedicated 
service to the United States and wish him the 
very best. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE 

HON. MICHAEL WALTZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. WALTZ. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following proclamation: 

Whereas, Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman has 
faithfully served as the Kurdistan Regional 
Government (KRG) Representative to the 
United States, tirelessly advocating for the mu-
tual national security interests of the Kurdistan 
Region and the United States; and 

Whereas, Ms. Abdul Rahman has exhibited 
remarkable leadership during the fight against 
ISIS and the successful defeat of the caliph-
ate, showcasing unwavering dedication, cour-
age, and strategic acumen; and 

Whereas, her role as the KRG Representa-
tive has been pivotal in strengthening ties be-
tween Kurdistan, and the United States, fos-
tering enhanced cooperation, coordination, 
and partnership in the realms of political, se-
curity, humanitarian, economic, and cultural 
matters; and 

Whereas, Ms. Abdul Rahman has been a 
trusted friend and ally to the United States 
Congress, consistently providing invaluable in-
sights, guidance, and perspectives on critical 
issues of mutual concern; and 

Whereas, her unwavering commitment to 
the principles of democracy, human rights, 

and freedom exemplifies the shared values 
and aspirations of the United States Congress 
and the Kurdistan Region; and 

Whereas, Ms. Abdul Rahman’s illustrious 
career, which spans from her previous role as 
the High Representative to the United King-
dom to her current position as the KRG Rep-
resentative to the United States, reflects her 
deep knowledge, expertise, and unwavering 
dedication to public service; and 

Whereas, prior to her remarkable public 
service career, Ms. Abdul Rahman made sig-
nificant contributions to journalism for 17 
years, garnering accolades such as the Ob-
server Newspaper’s Farzad Bazoft Memorial 
Prize in 1993, highlighting her exceptional tal-
ent, commitment to truth, and tireless pursuit 
of journalistic excellence; and 

Whereas, Ms. Abdul Rahman’s family leg-
acy, marked by her late father Sami Abdul 
Rahman’s heroic leadership in the Kurdish 
freedom movement and his critical role in the 
Kurdish and Iraqi opposition to Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime, serves as a testament to her 
deep-rooted commitment to the cause of free-
dom, justice, and the rights of the Kurdish 
people; and 

Whereas, Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman’s per-
sonal journey, from being born in Baghdad to 
becoming an esteemed representative and ad-
vocate for the Kurdistan Region, exemplifies 
the strength, resilience, and determination that 
defines her character and her unwavering 
commitment to advancing the welfare and 
prosperity of the Kurdish people; 

Now, therefore, be it proclaimed, that I ex-
tend my deepest gratitude and appreciation to 
Bayan Sami Abdul Rahman for her out-
standing leadership, tireless dedication, and 
invaluable contributions as the KRG Rep-
resentative to the United States. I commend 
her for being a loyal and trusted friend, ally, 
and source of wisdom, and I recognize her in-
strumental role in promoting the shared na-
tional security interests of the Kurdistan Re-
gion and the United States. 

f 

URGING THE DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS AFFAIRS TO IM-
PROVE COMMUNICATIONS 

HON. SALUD O. CARBAJAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
urge the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) 
to improve communications between large VA 
Medical Centers and Community Based Out-
patient Clinics (CBOCs). 

Earlier this week, I had a bipartisan amend-
ment to the Military Construction and Veterans 
Affairs appropriations bill pass on the floor that 
encouraged the VA to do just that. 

CBOCs exist to make it easier for veterans 
to access the healthcare they need in their 
community and remove the inconvenience of 
visiting a major VA Medical Center, which is 
sometimes hours away. Our veterans should 
not have to jump through hoops to schedule 
routine appointments in their community. 

Too often however, I hear from my constitu-
ents that when they call their local CBOC to 
schedule an appointment or ask a question 
their call is routed to a major VA Medical Cen-
ter, or they leave a message and never re-
ceive a return call. 

The VA healthcare system needs to work 
for our veterans and ensure they have easy 
access to the care they are entitled to I 
strongly encourage the VA to come up with a 
plan to improve communications between 
Community Based Outreach Clinics and their 
major medical centers. 

f 

IN APPRECIATION OF LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL JOHN SHAW FOR HIS 
SERVICE TO THE UNITED 
STATES SPACE FORCE 

HON. JAKE AUCHINCLOSS 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. AUCHINCLOSS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
recognize Lieutenant General John Edwin 
Shaw of the United States Space Force for his 
extraordinary dedication to duty and service to 
our Nation. Lieutenant General Shaw is retir-
ing from active service after serving for three 
years as the Deputy Commander of United 
States Space Command and 33 total years of 
service to the United States Air Force and the 
United States Space Force. 

Lt. Gen. Shaw was born and raised in Nor-
ton, Massachusetts. He is a distinguished 
graduate of the United States Air Force Acad-
emy. He received a B.S. degree in astronau-
tical engineering and a minor in Russian lan-
guage in 1990. After graduating from USAFA, 
Lt. Gen. Shaw attended the University of 
Washingtdn, earning his M.S. in aeronautics 
and astronautics. He also earned an M.A. in 
organizational management from the George 
Washington University, an M.A. in military 
operational arts and sciences from the Air 
Command and Staff College, and an M.S. in 
national security strategy from the National 
War College. Additionally, General Shaw was 
a senior executive fellow of the Harvard Ken-
nedy School in 2010. 

Lt. Gen. Shaw has held numerous leader-
ship positions in a variety of air and space 
units, highlighted by operations tours in the 
50th Space Wing, the National Reconnais-
sance Office, the 32nd Air Operations Group, 
and the Space Warfare Center. His oper-
ational commands have included the 4th 
Space Operations Squadron, the 50th Oper-
ations Group, and the Space Wing. Prior to 
his current position, Lt. Gen. Shaw was dual 
hatted as the Commander, Combined Forces 
Space Component Command, U.S. Space 
Command, and Deputy Commander, Space 
Operations Command, U.S. Space Force at 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, California. He 
also served as the Deputy Commander of Air 
Force Space Command, United States Air 
Force. 

Mr. Speaker, Lt. Gen. Shaw has honorably 
dedicated his life to the service of our Nation 
and to developing our country’s vital space ca-
pabilities. On behalf of a grateful Nation, it is 
my honor to recognize the selfless service and 
sacrifice of Lt. Gen. Shaw, his wife, Tonia, and 
their children, Rachel and Timothy. I wish 
them the very best as they continue their jour-
ney in civilian life. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was unex-
pectedly detained during vote proceedings. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on Roll Call No. 369. 

f 

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the 150th anniversary of the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC). Es-
tablished in 1873, the IAFC represents the 
unified voice of the fire chiefs of career, volun-
teer, combination, and military fire depart-
ments worldwide. With a current membership 
of more than 11,000 strong, the IAFC has ad-
vocated for essential programs that keep our 
citizens safe from fires, hazmat incidents, 
structural collapses, acts of terrorism, 
pandemics, and other tragedies, both human- 
made and natural. 

The year 1873 was a momentous one in the 
history of the United States. Levi Strauss and 
Jacob Davis received a patent for their famous 
jeans with copper rivets. The U.S. Naval Insti-
tute was established. And the IAFC was offi-
cially formed. Known first as the National As-
sociation of Fire Engineers, these brave fire-
fighters were guided by a mission ‘‘to bring 
forward an exchange of ideas and introduce 
new machinery that would facilitate the work-
ings of fire departments.’’ Later, with the addi-
tion of Canadian members, the name was 
changed to the International Association of 
Fire Engineers, and it finally became the IAFC 
in 1926. 

The IAFC has been a leader in developing 
important National fire service initiatives. In 
1957, the IAFC petitioned the Federal Com-
munications Commission to establish a 3-digit 
universal emergency services number. This 
decade-long effort resulted in the first 9–1–1 
call being placed on February 16, 1968. In ad-
dition, the U.S. Fire Administration was cre-
ated in 1974 in response to the landmark Re-
port of the National Commission on Fire Pre-
vention and Control. 

The IAFC is a trusted partner of the Con-
gressional Fire Services Caucus, of which I 
am a longtime Co-Chairman. When I led the 
effort to create the FIRE grant program in 
1999 and 2000, I worked closely with the 
IAFC to bring the voices of thousands of fire 
chiefs to Washington to deliver federal dollars 
directly to local fire departments for the very 
first time to afford training, equipment, and fire 
prevention programs. In addition, the IAFC 
provided significant assistance to the Congres-
sional Fire Services Caucus’s successful ef-
forts to create the SAFER grant program to 
support the recruitment and retention of career 
and volunteer firefighters. 

Today, the IAFC is a trusted voice to its 
members, the fire and emergency service 

community, legislators, and more. The IAFC 
remains on the frontline helping local fire de-
partments prepare for wildland fires and 
emerging technologies such as lithium-ion bat-
teries and autonomous vehicles. In addition, 
the IAFC is assisting fire departments in har-
nessing data, developing EMS programs, and 
recruiting diverse and inclusive workforces to 
better provide service to their communities. 
Fire chiefs are the backbone of our cities and 
towns, and that could not be truer than in my 
hometown of Paterson, New Jersey. Paterson 
Fire Chief Brian McDermott will retire in Au-
gust after over 28 years of distinguished serv-
ice in the Paterson Fire Department. His lead-
ership has been instrumental for the public 
safety and security of so many residents of 
New Jersey. 

I ask every member to join me in recog-
nizing the outstanding work of the IAFC. The 
organization remains dedicated to providing 
leadership, expertise, and integrity to its mem-
bers, its federal partners, and the public. 
Here’s to the next 150 years of the IAFC. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOYCE HAMLETT 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Congress’ very own Joyce Hamlett, 
the Keeper of the Mace as the House of Rep-
resentatives Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms, as 
she retires from more than 3 decades of pub-
lic service. 

I still remember my first few months here, 
almost 5 years ago. One of the people who I 
looked for was a young woman sitting at the 
left of the House chamber. I would lock eyes 
with her and when she smiled at me, it was 
always a warm welcome. 

Joyce Hamlett will be sorely missed as she 
retires as our Keeper of the Mace and Assist-
ant Sergeant at Arms. She took her role very 
seriously. I know because I was one of the 
members, she reminded every so often of the 
rules of House. Ms. Joyce would even take 
out 1 of those laminated black and white arti-
cles from decades ago to remind me, this is 
how it has been. 

Ms. Joyce has worked here in the Capitol 
for over 35 years. Her story is inspiring. She 
is the first Black woman to hold the post. From 
growing up in the tobacco fields of Broadway, 
N.C., to making history here in Congress, she 
never forgot her roots, and the strong char-
acter that her grandparents instilled in her. In 
a place that can sometimes be harsh, she al-
ways remained kind and fair to all. I will dearly 
miss Mother Joyce and never forget her hugs 
on some of the toughest days for me in this 
chamber. She may have been the Keeper of 
the Mace for the House Chamber, but she will 
always be my ‘‘Auntie’’ (Khalto). 

Please join me in recognizing Sergeant-at- 
Arms Joyce Hamlett as we thank her for her 
many years of public service. 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF TERRY STONE 

HON. PETE STAUBER 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. STAUBER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of my friend, Terry 
Stone, from International Falls, Minnesota. 

Terry embodied the spirit of northern Min-
nesota throughout his life. He started a radio 
club while attending Falls High School and 
later graduated from Bemidji State University. 

He was a local businessman who was ac-
tively involved in his community, and even 
served as the president of the local Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Terry also spent time as a volunteer with 
the International Health Service in Honduras 
where he helped provide medical and dental 
care to those in need. He even used his pas-
sion and expertise in radio to help set up solar 
powered radio systems to help clinics in rural 
villages communicate with each other. 

Terry had a servant’s heart and a passion 
for helping out those in need. He will be 
missed. 

May Terry’s legacy live on in our commu-
nities. 

f 

HONORING COLLEEN DOLAN 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor my constituent Colleen Dolan, 
from Chicago, for a successful career and to 
congratulate her on her much-deserved retire-
ment. 

Graduating from Lewis University with a de-
gree in sociology and psychology, Colleen 
Dolan entered the workforce in 1975 as a 
bank teller at the First National Bank of 
Winnetka. After a year, she took the first step 
in what would be an impressively steep climb 
up the human resources corporate ladder as a 
Profit-Sharing Analyst in corporate accounting 
at the Continental Illinois National Bank. At 
Continental, she held several positions, rising 
to the rank of Sales Director—Personal Bank-
ing Relations at the end of her 13-year stint at 
the bank. Along the way, she had two boys, 
Shaun and Ryan Dolan, and instilled con-
fidence in her late father, a Zenith Business 
Executive, that her degrees would be useful in 
carving out a promising career in a field he 
was only beginning to understand. 

In 1989, Colleen made a considerable leap 
forward as the U.S. Director of Human Re-
sources for Leica Microscope, a position she 
held for 10 years before transitioning into the 
world of commercial real estate: first as the 
Vice President of Compensation & Benefits for 
a year at Equity Residential before moving to 
Transwestern, where she would spend the last 
and most fulfilling 23 years of her career. She 
embodied the company’s purpose statement: 
empowering good people to do extraordinary 
things together, Colleen started at 
Transwestern as Vice President and ascended 
to hold the roles of Senior Vice President and 
Executive Vice President before ultimately 
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joining the C-suite as the Chief Human Re-
sources Officer. 

Of her many achievements and affiliations, 
Colleen is the proud recipient or member of 
the following: Transwestern Executive Com-
mittee and Board of Directors, Human Re-
sources Management Association of Chicago, 
American Management Association (AMA), 
Society of Human Resources Management 
(SHRM), Chicago Compensation Association 
(CPC), Transwestern Founder’s Award Recipi-
ent, Real Estate Forum’s Women of Influence 
Recipient, Notable Leader in Human Re-
sources by Crain’s Chicago Business, and a 
member of Transwestern’s Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion program both at the Steering 
Committee level and through leadership on 
both the Training and Belonging committees. 

I send my heartfelt congratulations to Col-
leen Dolan for a career spent putting people 
first, bettering the lives of others, and defining 
company culture based on her principles of in-
clusion, fairness, and deep compassion. I 
know she is looking forward to spending even 
more time with her grandchildren, Parker, 
Hadley, and Patch, her sons Shaun and Ryan, 
and their wives Ashley and Lizzie. I am hoping 
Colleen enjoys this time with her family, as 
she has earned it. 

f 

SUPPORTING RESEARCH FUNDING 
FOR EPITHELIOID 
HEMANGIOENDOTHELIOMA AND 
OTHER RARE CANCERS 

HON. JAMIE RASKIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the urgent need for research fund-
ing for epithelioid hemangioendothelioma 
(EHE). EHE is a rare and devastating cancer 
that can affect anyone of any age and that 
grows in the cells that make up our blood ves-
sels, often appearing in the liver, lungs, and 
bones. This disease is very rare, affecting one 
in one million people, and is also exceedingly 
difficult to diagnose. 

According to the National Cancer Institute, 
patients suffering from EHE often live with se-
vere pain, broken bones, disability, and res-
piratory infections. Studies show that EHE is 
more common in women, but more fatal for 
men. Because of its status as an exceedingly 
rare form of cancer, there is no standard treat-
ment available and meager funding for life-
saving research. 

This rare cancer is extraordinarily difficult to 
treat and often does not respond to chemo-
therapy and radiation treatment. Because 
there is no standard, effective treatment for 
EHE, many patients must resort to organ 
transplants and undergo a vascular 
embolization, where doctors block the artery 
supplying blood to the tumor. 

One of my constituents recently lost his be-
loved cousin, Brianna Rae Carney, to this ter-
rible disease. To honor her courageous, self-
less spirit, he wrote me to encourage this 
body to raise awareness of EHE and invest in 
robust medical research 

Mr. Speaker, as a cancer survivor who 
owes my life to the excellent and effective 
medical treatment that I was fortunate enough 
to receive, I encourage my colleagues to join 

me in supporting increased federal support for 
finding more effective treatments and ulti-
mately a cure for this terrible disease. 

f 

HONORING ISRAEL NITZAN 

HON. RITCHIE TORRES 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. TORRES of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
Israel Nitzan for successfully completing his 
distinguished tenure as the Acting Consul 
General of Israel in New York, a role he has 
admirably held from 2018 to 2023. 

The Office of the Consul General, or the 
Lishka, plays a pivotal role in fostering strong 
ties between the State of Israel and influential 
organizations and agencies in the New York 
Metro area. Throughout his tenure, Consul 
General Nitzan has been instrumental in bol-
stering Israel’s positive image in the media, 
while keeping the local community abreast of 
significant developments within the Israeli 
community and political landscape. He has ef-
fectively rallied support for Israel, inspiring 
both members and young leaders to take 
proactive and supportive measures for the na-
tion. Additionally, his initiatives in organizing 
missions to Israel and fostering enduring rela-
tionships with local, state, and national elected 
officials have proven invaluable in enhancing 
understanding and cooperation between our 
Nations. 

Beyond his tenure in New York, Consul 
General Nitzan’s illustrious career has 
spanned the globe. He notably served as the 
Spokesperson in the Israeli Embassy in Egypt 
from 2002 to 2005, followed by his role as 
Deputy Chief of Mission from 2009 to 2011. In 
his subsequent role as Minister-Counselor for 
Political Affairs at the Permanent Mission of 
Israel to the United Nations, Consul General 
Nitzan represented Israel’s interests before the 
UN Security Council, effectively monitoring 
and advancing Israeli political engagement 
and policies within the UN system. 

Israel Nitzan’s dedication and tireless efforts 
have undeniably advanced America’s relation-
ship with 1 of our closest and strongest allies 
As he concludes this chapter in his career, I 
extend my sincere gratitude for his invaluable 
contributions. May he be commended for his 
outstanding service, and may his future en-
deavors continue to be marked by success 
and dedication to the cause of international di-
plomacy. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WISCONSIN SU-
PREME COURT JUSTICE PA-
TIENCE ROGGENSACK 

HON. BRYAN STEIL 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. STEIL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice 
Patience Roggensack’s 20 years of service on 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court. 

Justice Roggensack’s legal legacy will be 
long remembered. She helped to guide the 
court throughout her tenure during some of its 

most important times. She has mentored 
countless attorneys and judges and will con-
tinue to serve as an important role model for 
the next generation of judges. She will always 
serve as their fiercest advocate. 

Justice Roggensack led a historic career. 
Before serving on the Supreme Court, Justice 
Roggensack served on the Wisconsin Court of 
Appeals for 7 years. She was elected to the 
Supreme Court in 2003. I had the great honor 
of working for Justice Roggensack shortly 
after law school and saw her dedication to the 
law, her diligent work ethic, and her compas-
sion for serving Wisconsin. Everyone who has 
worked with Justice Roggensack, including 
myself, has benefited from her mentorship. 

12 years after her election to the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court, Justice Roggensack became 
the first Justice to be elected by her col-
leagues in the court to the position of Chief 
Justice. She held the position of Chief Justice 
for 6 years until relinquishing it in 2021. Jus-
tice Roggensack’s incredible service, dedica-
tion, and outstanding accomplishments will be 
long remembered after her July 31, 2023 re-
tirement. 

I congratulate Justice Patience Roggensack 
on her retirement and 20 years of service to 
Wisconsin. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICANS WITH 
DISABILITIES ACT 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
wish to commemorate the 33rd anniversary of 
the enactment of the Americans with Disabil-
ities Act, or ADA. This core civil rights law pro-
hibits discrimination against Americans with 
disabilities by requiring public and private insti-
tutions to provide equal access to goods, serv-
ices, and opportunities, such as employment, 
public transportation, and telecommunication. 

Today, 1-in-4 U.S. adults has a disability 
that substantially impacts life. The law pro-
vides a framework to make the United States 
fully-accessible to tens of millions of Ameri-
cans, whether in workplaces, housing, 
schools, transit, or businesses. I applaud the 
successes that the disability advocates have 
secured over the past decades. We know the 
passage of the ADA law was the beginning 
and not the end. According the Federal Transit 
Administration, 99 percent of all busses are 
ADA-accessible, in contrast to just 65 percent 
prior to the ADA. However, we still have met-
ros, trains, and planes that are not accessible. 
A 2020 GAO report found that two-thirds of 
school districts had facilities with barriers that 
could limit access for people with disabilities. 
We also know that advocates have waged and 
continue to wage the legal battles to improve 
access to buildings and transportation that 
should have occurred 33 years ago. 

Although disability advocates have secured 
important accomplishments over the past dec-
ades, much more is needed to achieve an eq-
uitable society for Americans with disabilities. 
Americans with disabilities face an unemploy-
ment rate of 6.8 percent compared to 3.7 per-
cent for their peers without disabilities. Accord-
ing to a new analysis by the National Partner-
ship for Women & Families: only 36 percent of 
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women with disabilities are employed com-
pared to 70 percent of nondisabled women; 
only 31 percent of employed women with dis-
abilities are economically secure; and Amer-
ican Indian/Alaska Native and Black women 
with disabilities are the least likely to be em-
ployed. These gaps reveal unacceptable dis-
parities in employment opportunities. Further-
more, Americans with disabilities face barriers 
to receiving quality health care, such as serv-
ice providers with inadequate training on how 
to properly treat patients with disabilities and 
medical facilities that have yet to make appro-
priate accommodations. Affordable housing, 
businesses, airplanes, bathrooms, and play-
grounds still are not uniformly accessible. This 
restricted access reduces quality of life and 
presents obstacles that none of us should tol-
erate. 

I am proud that I helped improve health 
care for those with disabilities during my ten-
ure in Congress, including provisions in the Af-
fordable Care Act that I championed to en-
courage community-based services for individ-
uals with disabilities. We must continue to 
work to make choice for receiving care in 
one’s community mandatory, not just optional. 
People should have the freedom to choose 
where they live and receive care. I am proud 
that I also have helped strengthen Medicare, 
Medicaid, and ACA marketplace health insur-
ance to improve healthcare for Americans, in-
cluding people with disabilities. For example, a 
recent study by researchers at the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services 
(Creedon, Zuvekas, Hill, Ali, McClellan, & Day, 
December 2022, Health Services Review, Vol-
ume 57, Issue S2) found that adults with dis-
abilities who were newly-eligible for Medicaid 
experienced significant increases in health 
coverage, receipt of primary care services, 
and lower out-of-pocket costs from the federal 
expansion of Medicaid via the Affordable Care 
Act. Further, the Inflation Reduction Act ex-
panded premium tax credits and reduced drug 
prices to further lower healthcare costs. 

I am proud that so many organizations and 
advocates in Illinois actively fight to protect 
Americans with disabilities. For example, Ac-
cess Living is a Chicago-based, advocacy 
nonprofit that has worked for over 4 decades 
to increase accessibility to transportation, 
housing, and education. The Legal Council for 
Health Justice uses legal services to dismantle 
barriers to healthcare and to help individuals 
access services and benefits. Equip for Equal-
ity serves as a federally-mandated legal advo-
cate and watchdog. The Arc of Illinois advo-
cates for people with disabilities to so that Illi-
noisans can fully participate in their commu-
nities, providing education and advocacy serv-
ices. Chicago ADAPT promotes disability and 
civil rights, be in through housing accessibility, 
workforce accessibility and equity, or pro-
moting community-based care. And, the City 
of Chicago’s HomeMod program removes bar-
riers to housing by working with home remod-
eling companies to provide home accessibility 
modifications. 

Every American deserves equal opportunity. 
The Americans with Disabilities Act stands as 
testament to the determination and unrelenting 
will of thousands of activists, advocates, and 
policymakers. As we celebrate its anniversary, 
I renew my commitment to fight to realize the 
fundamental right of every American to an ac-
cessible America. 

MOURNING THE LOSS OF FORMER 
MARYLAND STATE SENATOR 
NORMAN R. STONE, JR. 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to my dear friend former Maryland State 
Senator Norman R. Stone, Jr., who sadly 
passed away last month at the age of 87. I 
join many Marylanders and Americans in 
mourning his loss and in giving thanks for his 
life of service. 

Elected to the Maryland House of Delegates 
in 1962 and later to the State Senate in 1966, 
Norman served in the Maryland General As-
sembly for 52 years. We became good friends 
and close colleagues during our time in the 
State Senate together. He had become the 
longest-serving member of the Maryland Gen-
eral Assembly by the time of his retirement in 
2015. Not only was the length of Norman’s 
tenure admirable, so too was his character. 

Norman was 1 of the most steadfast, trust-
worthy, and honest people I’ve known. Al-
though I did not agree with him on every 
issue, he never judged me or anyone else for 
a difference in opinion. He was humble and 
forthright—never 1 to resort to showmanship 
and politicking. You always knew where he 
stood on an issue. And you always knew that 
Norman would do what he thought was right 
for his constituents. He was truly an exem-
plary legislator. 

Norman showed devotion not only to public 
service but also to his family. My prayers are 
with his wife of 38 years Joanne; his children 
Norman, David, Jerry, and Lori; his stepson 
Lennie Lehner, Jr.; his 7 grandchildren; and 
the rest of his family. I like so many others 
throughout our community and state, grieve 
with them. 

I ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Norman, who lived a life worthy of emu-
lation—a life of service, character, and convic-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 99TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF TÜRKIYE 

HON. JACK BERGMAN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of 
the Turkish American Cultural Association of 
Michigan, it is my honor to recognize the 99th 
anniversary of the founding of the Republic of 
Türkiye. For nearly a century, Türkiye and the 
Turkish people have served as a beacon of 
cooperation, democratic ideals, and good citi-
zenship. 

Over the course of my career, I have had 
the opportunity to travel to Turkey, meet with 
Turkish leaders, and get to know the Turkish- 
American community in Michigan Turkish Re-
public Day is an annual milestone and has 
been celebrated with great pride and joy since 
the republic’s founding on October 29th, 1923, 
by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk By replacing an 
aging empire with a vibrant democratic repub-
lic, Türkiye facilitated its own modernization 

and established itself on the National stage, 
including by being an important member of 
NATO for 70 years. Today, Türkiye remains a 
vital ally—from our work together against ter-
rorist organizations, to countering international 
adversaries like Russia 

In Michigan, the Turkish diaspora commu-
nity and those of Turkish descent have had a 
lasting impact on our state’s culture, economic 
development, and education system, and have 
personified Michigan’s ideal citizen This espe-
cially includes the Turkish-American Cultural 
Association of Michigan, which has worked to 
promote Turkish culture and support programs 
benefitting the welfare of citizens throughout 
the state. The impact of their work on the peo-
ple and communities of Michigan cannot be 
understated 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Turkish Republic Day and the 99th anniver-
sary of the founding of the Republic of 
Türkiye. I join with my constituents in celebra-
tion with the Turkish people, and wish them 
the best as they venture into the future 

f 

RECOGNIZING PHILIP BRUNELLE’S 
80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in recognition of Philip Brunelle, world-re-
nowned conductor, organist, and choral schol-
ar, in celebration of his 80th birthday. 

Throughout his life and career, Mr. Brunelle 
has promoted the choral arts in all its forms. 
At age 19, he became the youngest member 
of the Minnesota Orchestra, and by age 25, 
he was appointed choirmaster of the Plymouth 
Congregational Church in Minneapolis, MN, a 
position that he still holds today. In 1969 Mr. 
Brunelle founded VocalEssence, 1 of the larg-
est and most prestigious choral organizations 
in the country. Under his leadership, 
VocalEssence has commissioned more than 
300 works to date, promoting rarely heard 
works from the past in addition to remarkable 
new music. VocalEssence has brought great 
distinction to the Twin Cities arts community, 
earning numerous recognition and awards 
from the American Society of Composers, Au-
thors, and Publishers, as well as the Margaret 
Hillis Achievement Award for Choral Excel-
lence, an outstanding achievement and an un-
paralleled honor in the choral music commu-
nity. 

Mr. Brunelle is an institution within the cho-
ral music community, and a brilliant artist in 
his own right. Mr. Brunelle has conducted 
symphonies across the country, including the 
New York Philharmonic, the Seattle Sym-
phony, and the Minnesota Orchestra, and di-
rected choral festivals and operas around the 
globe. For more than 40 years, Mr. Brunelle 
served as a guest conductor and pianist on 
American Public Radio’s A Prairie Home Com-
panion, appearing on its first and final broad-
casts. In 2002, Mr. Brunelle brought choirs 
from around the world to Minnesota for the 
International Choral Music Symposium, and in 
2020, he was awarded The American Prize in 
Choral Conducting and was presented with 
the Honorary Member award by the Society 
for American Music. 
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Mr. Brunelle has left an indelible mark on 

the world of choral music globally and at home 
in Minnesota He has spent his life working en-
thusiastically to foster new talent and to ex-
pose new audiences to choral and orchestral 
music of every genre and style We are so for-
tunate to benefit from his boundless talent, 
and happily, he shows no signs of stopping. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my great pleasure to 
honor Mr. Brunelle today and celebrate him on 
his 80th birthday. 

f 

CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF DEUT-
SCHE BANK IN JACKSONVILLE 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 15th anniversary of 
Deutsche Bank in Jacksonville, Florida. Over 
the past 15 years, Deutsche Bank has played 
an integral role in supporting our region’s thriv-
ing financial sector and community. 

While Deutsche Bank’s roots in America go 
back to 1872, their Jacksonville office began 
as a small operation in 2008 consisting of ap-
proximately 100 employees. Since then, the 
Jacksonville office has grown to become Deut-
sche Bank’s second largest location in the 
Americas, employing approximately 2,400 tal-
ented individuals and generating significant 
local economic activity. 

The Deutsche Bank Jacksonville office is a 
multi-functional site that generates new busi-
ness and provides client and bank-wide sup-
port services with a significant presence and 
expertise in sales and trading, anti-financial 
crime, compliance, technology, cyber security 
services, client onboarding and operational 
support. In the last 15 years, the office has 
created thousands of jobs, financed local busi-
nesses, and supported many community 
causes such as public education, the arts, 
combating hunger, work readiness, entrepre-
neurship, and financial literacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize and 
congratulate Deutsche Bank for 15 years of 
operation in Jacksonville. On behalf of Flor-
ida’s 5th Congressional District, I wish Deut-
sche Bank Jacksonville and its staff continued 
success in their future endeavors. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. FRANK J. MRVAN 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. MRVAN. Mr. Speaker, on July 26, 2023, 
I was absent from the House floor and missed 
Roll Call vote No. 369. Had I been present, I 
would have voted YEA on Roll Call No. 369, 
H.R. 4366 (Amendment No. 1). 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF COLONEL 
HARRY SEXTON 

HON. J. LUIS CORREA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the life of Harry Edman Sexton, a 
U.S. Marine Corp Colonel who graduated from 
my alma mater, Anaheim High School, in 
1950. 

Born in Anaheim, Colonel Sexton passed 
away Feb. 15, 2023, after living 90 years of a 
full life that included a distinguished military 
career. 

He enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 2 
years after graduating from Anaheim High and 
served for 26 years. 

A Navy Cross awardee, our country’s sec-
ond-highest award for bravery, Colonel Sexton 
flew more than 400 combat missions during 
two tours of Vietnam. During his first tour, he 
commanded the only Marine F–8 Crusader 
Fighter Squadron to deploy from Navy Carrier 
USS Oriskany. 

On his second tour, he commanded a 
squadron of HMLA–367 ‘‘Scarface’’ Cobra 
Helicopters, providing air support, day or night, 
under all weather conditions, to Marine ground 
combat units. 

He received the Navy Cross for heroism 
during Operation Tailwind as he and his fellow 
‘‘Scarface’’ Cobra Gunships engaged the 
enemy to provide cover for the extraction of a 
nearly overwhelmed force of U.S. Army Spe-
cial Operators out of Laos. 

He was also awarded two Legion of Merits 
with Combat ‘‘V’’, a Distinguished Flying 
Cross, 44 Air Medals/Strike Flight Awards, and 
was inducted into the Golden Eagles for his 
distinguished career as an aviator. 

His wife of 65 years, Ann, son Harry Jr., 
and daughter Stacie will remember him as a 
husband and father who lived for others, giv-
ing freely of his time, skill, and love to all who 
were fortunate enough to have known him. He 

is also survived by 4 grandchildren; and a 
great grandson. 

I thank the Colonel for his service. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF GERALD 
W. DUNCAN 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the life of Gerald W. Duncan, who passed 
away on July 10, 2023, after a valiant three- 
plus year fight against Alzheimer’s Disease. 

After receiving his undergraduate degree 
from Virginia Tech and a master’s in business 
administration from Radford University, Mr. 
Duncan began his career in 1967 as a soft-
ware developer with the Research, Develop-
ment, & Acquisition Information Systems 
Agency, Department of the Army, where he 
was honored with many awards during his 35 
years of service. 

He then pivoted careers, being elected as 
Treasurer of Giles County in 2000. His suc-
cess as Treasurer led him to being voted 
Treasurer of the Year for the State of Virginia. 
Mr. Duncan loved serving the people of Giles 
County and had an open-door policy during 
his time as Treasurer. 

When not working, Mr. Duncan loved to 
hunt deer, bears, and turkey throughout the 
country. He was elected president of the Vir-
ginia State Chapter of the National Wild Tur-
key Federation for 3 consecutive terms, cham-
pioning conservation of the wild turkey. 

But most importantly, Mr. Duncan’s proudest 
achievement was being a husband, father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather. 

Mr. Duncan is survived by his wife, Ruth 
Duncan of Blacksburg; oldest son, Troy Dun-
can and wife, Heather, of New Castle; young-
est son, Mark Duncan and wife, Eva, of Ca-
tawba; daughter, Margee Sisson and husband, 
Dougie, of Shawsville; grandchildren, Haley 
Chandler of Clearfield, Utah, Hagan Chandler 
and wife, Kierston, of Riner, Tanner Duncan of 
Richmond, Andrew Duncan of New Castle, Eli-
jah Duncan of Catawba, and Summer Nor-
wood of Shawsville; great-grandson, Myles 
Chandler of Riner; and great-granddaughter, 
Everly Chandler of Riner. I wish them condo-
lences on the loss of their loved one. 

Mr. Duncan was known by his friends and 
family as being extremely kind and having un-
wavering determination throughout his life, al-
ways offering a helping hand to those in need. 
I know he will be greatly missed. 
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Daily Digest 
HIGHLIGHTS 

Senate passed S. 2226, National Defense Authorization Act, as amended. 

Senate 
Chamber Action 
Routine Proceedings, pages S3713–S3846 
Measures Introduced: One hundred sixty-one bills 
and fourteen resolutions were introduced, as follows: 
S. 2555–2715, S.J. Res. 39–42, S. Res. 319–327, 
and S. Con. Res. 19.                                         Pages S3752–58 

Measures Reported: 
Special Report entitled ‘‘Joint Economic Com-

mittee on the 2023 Economic Report of the Presi-
dent’’. (S. Rept. No. 118–86) 

S. 2587, making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2024. (S. Rept. No. 118–81) 

S. 1868, to require an interagency study to 
produce a security assessment process on adjacent 
space to high-security leased space to accommodate 
a Federal agency, with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute. (S. Rept. No. 118–82) 

S. 2605, making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of the Interior, environment, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024. 
(S. Rept. No. 118–83) 

S. 2624, making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education, and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2024. (S. Rept. No. 118–84) 

S. 2625, making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2024. (S. Rept. No. 118–85) 

S. 133, to extend the National Alzheimer’s 
Project, with an amendment. 

S. 134, to require an annual budget estimate for 
the initiatives of the National Institutes of Health 
pursuant to reports and recommendations made 
under the National Alzheimer’s Project Act. 

S. 1855, to reauthorize the Special Diabetes Pro-
gram for Type 1 Diabetes and the Special Diabetes 
Program for Indians.                                                 Page S3752 

Measures Passed: 
Commemorating Tony Bennett: Senate agreed to 

S. Res. 322, commemorating the life, legacy, and en-
tertainment career of Tony Bennett.                Page S3275 

National Defense Authorization Act: Senate 
passed H.R. 2670, to authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 2024 for military activities of the Depart-
ment of Defense and for military construction, and 
for defense activities of the Department of Energy, 
to prescribe military personnel strengths for such fis-
cal year, after striking all after the enacting clause 
and inserting in lieu thereof the text of S. 2226, to 
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, as amended. 
Subsequently, Senate indefinitely postponed S. 2226. 
                                                                                    Pages S3730–31 

Organ Procurement and Transplantation Net-
work: Senate passed H.R. 2544, to improve the 
Organ Procurement and Transplantation Network. 
                                                                                    Pages S3731–33 

Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 323, supporting the goals and 
ideals of Fentanyl Prevention and Awareness Day on 
August 21, 2023.                                                       Page S3839 

National Farmers Market Week: Senate agreed 
to S. Res. 324, designating the week of August 6 
through August 12, 2023, as ‘‘National Farmers 
Market Week’’.                                                            Page S3839 

National Anti-Counterfeiting and Consumer 
Education and Awareness Month: Senate agreed to 
S. Res. 325, recognizing the importance of trade-
marks in the economy and the role of trademarks in 
protecting consumer safety, by designating the 
month of August as ‘‘National Anti-Counterfeiting 
and Consumer Education and Awareness Month’’. 
                                                                                            Page S3839 
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National Poll Worker Recruitment Day: Senate 
agreed to S. Res. 326, recognizing August 23, 2023, 
as ‘‘National Poll Worker Recruitment Day’’. 
                                                                                            Page S3839 

Disaster Assistance Simplification Act: Senate 
passed S. 1528, to streamline the sharing of informa-
tion among Federal disaster assistance agencies, to 
expedite the delivery of life-saving assistance to dis-
aster survivors, to speed the recovery of communities 
from disasters, to protect the security and privacy of 
information provided by disaster survivors, after 
agreeing to the committee amendments, and the fol-
lowing amendment proposed thereto:      Pages S3839–43 

Schumer (for Peters) Amendment No. 1088, of a 
perfecting nature.                                               Pages S3841–43 

Disaster Assistance Deadlines Alignment Act: 
Senate passed S. 1858, to amend the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act 
to establish a deadline for applying for disaster un-
employment assistance, after agreeing to the fol-
lowing amendment proposed thereto:              Page S3843 

Schumer (for Peters) Amendment No. 1091, to 
add an applicability provision.                            Page S3843 

Duck Stamp Modernization Act: Committee on 
Environment and Public Works was discharged from 
further consideration of S. 788, to amend the Perma-
nent Electronic Duck Stamp Act of 2013 to allow 
States to issue fully electronic stamps under that 
Act, and the bill was then passed, after agreeing to 
the following amendment proposed thereto: 
                                                                                    Pages S3843–44 

Schumer (for Boozman) Amendment No. 1089, in 
the nature of a substitute.                                      Page S3844 

I–27 Numbering Act: Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works was discharged from further 
consideration of S. 992, to amend the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 to des-
ignate the Texas and New Mexico portions of the fu-
ture Interstate-designated segments of the Port-to- 
Plains Corridor as Interstate Route 27, and the bill 
was then passed, after agreeing to the following 
amendment proposed thereto:                              Page S3844 

Schumer (for Cruz) Amendment No. 1090, in the 
nature of a substitute.                                              Page S3844 

Starr-Camargo Bridge: Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works was discharged from further 
consideration of S. 1608, to provide for the expan-
sion of the Starr-Camargo Bridge near Rio Grande 
City, Texas, and the bill was then passed. 
                                                                                    Pages S3844–45 

Measures Indefinitely Postponed: 
National Defense Authorization Act: By 86 yeas 

to 11 nays (Vote No. 212), Senate passed S. 2226, 
to authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for 

military activities of the Department of Defense, for 
military construction, and for defense activities of 
the Department of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, by the order of 
the Senate of Thursday, July 27, 2023, 60 Senators 
having voted in the affirmative, and after taking ac-
tion on the following amendments and motions pro-
posed thereto:                                                       Pages S3713–29 

Adopted: 
By 96 yeas to 3 nays (Vote No. 202), Barrasso 

Amendment No. 999 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
require the Secretary of Energy to establish a Nu-
clear Fuel Security Program, expand the American 
Assured Fuel Supply Program, establish an HALEU 
for Advanced Nuclear Reactor Demonstration 
Projects Program, and submit a report on a civil nu-
clear credit program, and to enhance programs to 
build workforce capacity to meet critical mission 
needs of the Department of Energy. (Pursuant to the 
order of Wednesday, July 26, 2023, the amendment 
having achieved 60 affirmative votes, was agreed to.) 
                                                                                    Pages S3717–18 

Cardin/Young Amendment No. 705 (to Amend-
ment No. 935), to identify countries that are cham-
pions in the battle to combat global corruption. (A 
unanimous-consent agreement was reached providing 
that the requirement of a 60 affirmative vote thresh-
old, be vitiated.)                                                         Page S3719 

Scott (SC) Amendment No. 944 (to Amendment 
No. 935), to require an assessment of the impact and 
feasibility of restricting gifts and grants to United 
States institutions of higher education from entities 
on the Non-SDN Chinese Military-Industrial Com-
plex Companies List. (A unanimous-consent agree-
ment was reached providing that the requirement of 
a 60 affirmative vote threshold, be vitiated.) 
                                                                                            Page S3719 

By 94 yeas to 4 nays (Vote No. 206), Gillibrand 
Amendment No. 1065 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
amend title XXXIII of the Public Health Service 
Act with respect to funding for the World Trade 
Center Health Program. (Pursuant to the order of 
Wednesday, July 26, 2023, the amendment having 
achieved 60 affirmative votes, was agreed to.) 
                                                                                    Pages S3722–23 

By 61 yeas to 37 nays (Vote No. 207), Hawley 
Amendment No. 1058 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
extend the period for filing claims under the Radi-
ation Exposure Compensation Act and to provide for 
compensation under such Act for claims relating to 
Manhattan Project waste, and to improve compensa-
tion for workers involved in uranium mining. (Pur-
suant to the order of Wednesday, July 26, 2023, the 
amendment having achieved 60 affirmative votes, 
was agreed to.)                                                     Pages S3723–24 
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By 96 yeas to 2 nays (Vote No. 208), Menendez 
Amendment No. 638 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
reauthorize the Firefighter Cancer Registry Act of 
2018. (Pursuant to the order of Wednesday, July 26, 
2023, the amendment having achieved 60 affirma-
tive votes, was agreed to.)                                      Page S3724 

By 86 yeas to 11 nays (Vote No. 209), Schatz/ 
Murkowski Amendment No. 1078 (to Amendment 
No. 935), to reauthorize the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996. 
(A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that the requirement of a 60 affirmative vote 
threshold, be vitiated.)                                     Pages S3724–25 

Young Amendment No. 230 (to Amendment No. 
935), to ensure that the Department of Defense has 
received an unqualified opinion on its financial state-
ments by October 1, 2027. (A unanimous-consent 
agreement was reached providing that the require-
ment of a 60 affirmative vote threshold, be vitiated.) 
                                                                                    Pages S3726–27 

Daines/Tester Amendment No. 1084 (to Amend-
ment No. 935), to provide for the settlement of the 
water rights claims of the Fort Belknap Indian Com-
munity. (A unanimous-consent agreement was 
reached providing that the requirement of a 60 af-
firmative vote threshold, be vitiated.)             Page S3727 

By 94 yeas to 3 nays (Vote No. 211), Reed/ 
Wicker Amendment No. 1087 (to Amendment No. 
935), to provide for a manager’s amendment. 
                                                                                    Pages S3727–28 

Schumer (for Reed/Wicker) Amendment No. 935, 
in the nature of a substitute.                                Page S3728 

Rejected: 
By 11 yeas to 88 nays (Vote No. 203), Sanders 

Amendment No. 1030 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
reduce military spending. (Pursuant to the order of 
Wednesday, July 26, 2023, the amendment having 
failed to achieve 60 affirmative votes, was not agreed 
to.)                                                                             Pages S3718–19 

By 50 yeas to 49 nays (Vote No. 204), Marshall 
Amendment No. 874 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
prohibit the flying, draping, or other display of any 
flag other than the flag of the United States at pub-
lic buildings. (Pursuant to the order of Wednesday, 
July 26, 2023, the amendment having failed to 
achieve 60 affirmative votes, was not agreed to.) 
                                                                                    Pages S3720–21 

By 51 yeas to 47 nays (Vote No. 205), Kennedy 
Amendment No. 1034 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
prohibit allocations of Special Drawing Rights at the 
International Monetary Fund for perpetrators of 
genocide and state sponsors of terrorism without 
congressional authorization. (Pursuant to the order of 
Wednesday, July 26, 2023, the amendment having 
failed to achieve 60 affirmative votes, was not agreed 
to.)                                                                             Pages S3721–22 

By 55 yeas to 42 nays (Vote No. 210), Rubio 
Amendment No. 523 (to Amendment No. 935), to 
provide that sums in the Thrift Savings Fund may 
not be invested in securities that are listed on certain 
foreign exchanges. (A unanimous-consent agreement 
was reached providing that the amendment, having 
failed to achieve 60 affirmative votes, was not agreed 
to.)                                                                                     Page S3726 

Withdrawn: 
Schumer Amendment No. 936 (to Amendment 

No. 935), to add an effective date.                   Page S3728 
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-

viding that the motions to invoke cloture on Schu-
mer (for Reed/Wicker) Amendment No. 935 (listed 
above) and on the bill, be withdrawn.            Page S3728 

Appointments: 
Migratory Bird Conservation Commission: The 

Chair announced, on behalf of the Republican Lead-
er, pursuant to Public Law 70–770, the appointment 
of the following individual to the Migratory Bird 
Conservation Commission: Senator Boozman. 
                                                                                            Page S3839 

Commission on Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (Helsinki): The Chair, on behalf of the Vice 
President, pursuant to Public Law 94–304, as 
amended by Public Law 99–7, appointed the fol-
lowing Senators as members of the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki) dur-
ing the 118th Congress: Senators Wicker, Boozman, 
Tillis, and Scott (SC).                                               Page S3839 

United States Holocaust Memorial Council: The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro tempore, pur-
suant to Public Law 96–388, as amended by Public 
Law 97–84, and further amended by Public Law 
106–292, reappointed the following Senators to the 
United States Holocaust Memorial Council for the 
118th Congress: Senators Rubio and Scott (SC). 
                                                                                            Page S3839 

Congressional-Executive Commission on the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China: The Chair, on behalf of the 
President of the Senate, pursuant to Public Law 
106–286, appointed the following Members to serve 
on the Congressional-Executive Commission on the 
People’s Republic of China during the 118th Con-
gress: Senators Rubio, Cotton, Daines, and Sullivan. 
                                                                                            Page S3839 

Authorizing Leadership to Make Appoint-
ments—Agreement: A unanimous-consent agree-
ment was reached providing that, notwithstanding 
the upcoming adjournment of the Senate, the Presi-
dent of the Senate, the President pro tempore and 
the Majority and Minority Leaders be authorized to 
make appointments to commissions, committees, 
boards, conferences, or interparliamentary conferences 
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authorized by law, by concurrent action of the two 
Houses, or by order of the Senate.                    Page S3839 

Signing Authority—Agreement: A unanimous- 
consent agreement was reached providing that Sen-
ators Duckworth, Cardin, and Kaine be authorized 
to sign duly enrolled bills or joint resolutions from 
July 28, 2023, through September 4, 2023. 
                                                                                            Page S3839 

Committee Reporting—Agreement: A unanimous- 
consent agreement was reached providing that on 
Tuesday, August 22, 2023, from 12:00 noon until 
2:00 p.m., committees be authorized to report legis-
lative and executive matters.                                Page S3839 

Printing of National Defense Authorization 
Act—Agreement: A unanimous-consent agreement 
was reached providing that S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military personnel 
strengths for such fiscal year, as passed by the Sen-
ate, be printed.                                                            Page S3839 

Pro Forma Sessions—Agreement: A unanimous- 
consent agreement was reached providing that the 
Senate adjourn, to then convene for pro forma ses-
sions only, with no business being conducted on the 
following dates and times, and that following each 
pro forma session, the Senate adjourn until the next 
pro forma session: Friday, July 28, 2023, at 11:45 
a.m.; Tuesday, August 1, 2023, at 12:15 p.m.; Fri-
day, August 4, 2023, at 12 noon; Tuesday, August 
8, 2023, at 10 a.m.; Friday, August 11, 2023, at 9 
a.m.; Tuesday, August 15, 2023, at 12 noon; Friday, 
August 18, 2023, at 1 p.m.; Tuesday, August 22, 
2023, at 2 p.m.; Friday, August 25, 2023, at 12 
noon; Tuesday, August 29, 2023, at 11:45 a.m.; and 
Friday, September 1, 2023, at 11:45 a.m.; and that 
when the Senate adjourns on Friday, September 1, 
2023, it next convene at 3 p.m., on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 5, 2023.                                                          Page S3845 

Jefferson Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Philip Nathan Jeffer-
son, of North Carolina, to be Vice Chairman of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
                                                                                            Page S3738 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, and pursuant to the unanimous-consent agree-
ment of Thursday, July 27, 2023, a vote on cloture 
will occur at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 5, 
2023.                                                                                Page S3738 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S3738 

A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the nomi-
nation at approximately 3 p.m., on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 5, 2023; and that the motions to invoke clo-
ture filed during the session of Thursday, July 27, 
2023, ripen at 5:30 p.m.                                        Page S3845 

Wilcox Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Gwynne A. Wilcox, 
of New York, to be a Member of the National Labor 
Relations Board.                                                          Page S3738 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition of 
the nomination of Philip Nathan Jefferson, of North 
Carolina, to be Vice Chairman of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System.              Page S3738 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S3738 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S3738 

Cook Nomination—Cloture: Senate began consid-
eration of the nomination of Lisa DeNell Cook, of 
Michigan, to be a Member of the Board of Gov-
ernors of the Federal Reserve System.              Page S3738 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition of 
the nomination of Gwynne A. Wilcox, of New York, 
to be a Member of the National Labor Relations 
Board.                                                                               Page S3738 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S3738 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S3738 

Kugler Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Adriana Debora 
Kugler, of Maryland, to be a Member of the Board 
of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
                                                                                            Page S3738 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition of 
the nomination of Lisa DeNell Cook, of Michigan, 
to be a Member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System.                                          Page S3738 
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Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S3738 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S3738 

Gomez Nomination—Cloture: Senate began con-
sideration of the nomination of Anna M. Gomez, of 
Virginia, to be a Member of the Federal Commu-
nications Commission.                                     Pages S3738–39 

A motion was entered to close further debate on 
the nomination, and, in accordance with the provi-
sions of rule XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, a vote on cloture will occur upon disposition of 
the nomination of Adriana Debora Kugler, of Mary-
land, to be a Member of the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System.                                  Page S3738 

Prior to the consideration of this nomination, Sen-
ate took the following action: 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Legisla-
tive Session.                                                                   Page S3738 

Senate agreed to the motion to proceed to Execu-
tive Session to consider the nomination.        Page S3738 

Nominations Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Eric W. Kneedler, of Pennsylvania, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Rwanda. 

Hugo Yue-Ho Yon, of California, to be Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Maldives. 

Kathleen A. FitzGibbon, of New York, to be Am-
bassador to the Republic of Niger. 

Matthew D. Murray, of Maryland, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
for the rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as United States Senior Official for the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). 

Ervin Jose Massinga, of Washington, to be Am-
bassador to the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethi-
opia. 

Yael Lempert, of New York, to be Ambassador to 
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. 

Martina Anna Tkadlec Strong, of Texas, to be 
Ambassador to the United Arab Emirates. 

Nicole D. Theriot, of Louisiana, to be Ambassador 
to the Co-operative Republic of Guyana. 

Jennifer L. Johnson, of New York, a Career Mem-
ber of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador to the Federated States 
of Micronesia. 

Julie Turner, of Maryland, to be Special Envoy on 
North Korean Human Rights Issues, with the rank 
of Ambassador. 

Gerald H. Acker, of Michigan, to be a Commis-
sioner on the part of the United States on the Inter-

national Joint Commission, United States and Can-
ada. 

Robin Dunnigan, of California, to be Ambassador 
to Georgia. 

William W. Popp, of Missouri, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Uganda. 

Bryan David Hunt, of Virginia, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Sierra Leone. 

Joel Ehrendreich, of New York, to be Ambassador 
to the Republic of Palau. 

Nisha Desai Biswal, of Virginia, to be Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer of the United States Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation. 

Jack A. Markell, of Delaware, to be Ambassador 
to the Italian Republic, and to serve concurrently 
and without additional compensation as Ambassador 
to the Republic of San Marino. 

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, Foreign 
Service, Marine Corps, and Navy.              Pages S3845–46 

Nominations Received: Senate received the fol-
lowing nominations: 

Jeffrey M. Bryan, of Minnesota, to be United 
States District Judge for the District of Minnesota. 

Richard E.N. Federico, of Kansas, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Tenth Circuit. 

Joshua Paul Kolar, of Indiana, to be United States 
Circuit Judge for the Seventh Circuit. 

Eumi K. Lee, of California, to be United States 
District Judge for the Northern District of Cali-
fornia. 

Routine lists in the Air Force, Army, and Navy. 
                                                                                            Page S3845 

Messages from the House:                                 Page S3750 

Measures Referred:                                                 Page S3750 

Executive Communications:                     Pages S3750–52 

Petitions and Memorials:                                   Page S3752 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages S3758–61 

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions: 
                                                                                    Pages S3761–73 

Additional Statements:                                Pages S3746–50 

Amendments Submitted:                     Pages S3773–S3838 

Authorities for Committees to Meet: 
                                                                                    Pages S3838–39 

Privileges of the Floor:                                        Page S3839 

Text of S. 2226 as Previously Passed: 
Record Votes: Eleven record votes were taken 
today. (Total—212)                       Pages S3718–20, S3722–29 

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 11:05 p.m., until 11:45 a.m. on Friday, 
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July 28, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the re-
marks of the Majority Leader in today’s Record on 
page S3845.) 

Committee Meetings 
(Committees not listed did not meet) 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Appropriations: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported an original bill (S. 2587) entitled, 
‘‘Defense Appropriations Act’’, an original bill (S. 
2605) entitled ‘‘Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies Appropriations Act’’, an original bill (S. 
2624) entitled, ‘‘Labor, Health and Human Services, 
Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act’’, and an original bill (S. 2625) entitled, ‘‘Home-
land Security Appropriations Act’’. 

BUSINESS MEETING 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: 
Committee ordered favorably reported the following 
bills: 

S. 447, to establish a demonstration program for 
the active remediation of orbital debris and to re-
quire the development of uniform orbital debris 
standard practices in order to support a safe and sus-
tainable orbital environment, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute; 

S. 484, to require the Secretary of Commerce to 
provide training and guidance relating to human 
rights abuses, including such abuses perpetrated 
against the Uyghur population by the Government 
of the People’s Republic of China; 

S. 1153, to require the Secretary of Commerce to 
establish the National Manufacturing Advisory 
Council within the Department of Commerce, with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 1303, to require sellers of event tickets to dis-
close comprehensive information to consumers about 
ticket prices and related fees, with an amendment in 
the nature of a substitute; 

S. 1409, to protect the safety of children on the 
internet, with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute; 

S. 1418, to amend the Children’s Online Privacy 
Protection Act of 1998 to strengthen protections re-
lating to the online collection, use, and disclosure of 

personal information of children and teens, with an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute; 

S. 1421, to require origin and location disclosure 
for new products of foreign origin offered for sale on 
the internet, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute; 

S. 1648, to facilitate access to the electromagnetic 
spectrum for commercial space launches and com-
mercial space reentries, with amendments; 

S. 1669, to require the Secretary of Transportation 
to issue a rule requiring access to AM broadcast sta-
tions in motor vehicles, with an amendment in the 
nature of a substitute; 

S. 2116, to require the Secretary of Commerce to 
produce a report that provides recommendations to 
improve the effectiveness, efficiency, and impact of 
Department of Commerce programs related to sup-
ply chain resilience and manufacturing and industrial 
innovation, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute; and 

S. 2201, to increase knowledge and awareness of 
best practices to reduce cybersecurity risks in the 
United States, with amendments. 

SINGLE-USE WASTE 
Committee on Environment and Public Works: Sub-
committee on Chemical Safety, Waste Management, 
Environmental Justice, and Regulatory Oversight, 
concluded hearings to examine solutions for single- 
use waste, focusing on expanding refill and reuse in-
frastructure, after receiving testimony from Dacie 
Meng, Ellen MacArthur Foundation, Washington, 
D.C.; Clemence Schmid, Loop Global, Geneva, Swit-
zerland; and Tim Debus, Reusable Packaging Asso-
ciation, Murphy, North Carolina. 

HAITI 
Committee on Foreign Relations: Subcommittee on 
Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian 
Security, Democracy, Human Rights, and Global 
Women’s Issues concluded a hearing to examine 
Haiti, focusing on next steps on the international re-
sponse, after receiving testimony from Brian A. 
Nichols, Assistant Secretary of State for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs; and Marcela Escobari, Assistant 
Administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean, 
United States Agency for International Development. 
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House of Representatives 
Chamber Action 
Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 115 
public bills, H.R. 4953–5067; and 15 resolutions, 
H.J. Res. 83; H. Con. Res. 61; and H. Res. 
621–633, were introduced.                           Pages H4136–42 

Additional Cosponsors:                               Pages H4147–48 

Reports Filed: Reports were filed today as follows: 
H.R. 3224, to amend the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 to extend the authorization of the Coun-
tering Weapons of Mass Destruction Office of the 
Department of Homeland Security, and for other 
purposes (H. Rept. 118–159); 

H.R. 3286, to amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to establish the duties of the Director of the 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency re-
garding open source software security, and for other 
purposes, with an amendment (H. Rept. 118–160, 
Part 1); and 

H.R. 3208, to amend the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to establish a DHS Cybersecurity On-the- 
Job Training Program, and for other purposes (H. 
Rept. 118–161).                                                         Page H4136 

Speaker: Read a letter from the Speaker wherein he 
appointed Representative Langworthy to act as 
Speaker pro tempore for today.                           Page H4035 

Recess: The House recessed at 10:58 a.m. and re-
convened at 12 p.m.                                                 Page H4041 

Recess: The House recessed at 1:01 p.m. and recon-
vened at 1:21 p.m.                                                    Page H4049 

Military Construction, Veterans Affairs, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2024: The 
House passed H.R. 4366, making appropriations for 
military construction, the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2024, by a yea-and-nay vote of 
219 yeas to 211 nays, Roll No. 380. Consideration 
began yesterday, July 26th.                          Pages H4049–50 

Rejected the Wasserman Schultz motion to re-
commit the bill to the Committee on Appropria-
tions, by a yea-and-nay vote of 206 yeas to 219 nays, 
Roll No. 379.                                                      Pages H4049–50 

H. Res. 614, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 4366) and the joint resolutions (S.J. 
Res. 9) and (S.J. Res. 24) was agreed to yesterday, 
July 26th. 
Providing for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the 
rule submitted by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser Prairie- 

Chicken; Threatened Status with Section 4(d) 
Rule for the Northern Distinct Population Seg-
ment and Endangered Status for the Southern 
Distinct Population Segment’’: The House passed 
S.J. Res. 9, providing for congressional disapproval 
under chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of 
the rule submitted by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Lesser Prairie-Chicken; 
Threatened Status with Section 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Distinct Population Segment and Endan-
gered Status for the Southern Distinct Population 
Segment’’, by a yea-and-nay vote of 221 yeas to 206 
nays, Roll No. 381.                                          Pages H4051–52 

H. Res. 614, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 4366) and the joint resolutions (S.J. 
Res. 9) and (S.J. Res. 24) was agreed to yesterday, 
July 26th. 
Clerk to Correct: Agreed by unanimous consent 
that in the engrossment of the bill, H.R. 4366, the 
clerk be authorized to correct section numbers, punc-
tuation, spelling, and cross-references, and to make 
other technical corrections and conforming changes 
as may be necessary to reflect the actions of the 
House.                                                                              Page H4052 

Suspensions—Proceedings Resumed: The House 
agreed to suspend the rules and pass the following 
measures. Consideration began Tuesday, July 25th. 

Unmanned Aerial Security Act: H.R. 1501, 
amended, to prohibit the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity from operating or procuring certain foreign- 
made unmanned aircraft systems; and             Page H4052 

First Responder Access to Innovative Tech-
nologies Act: H.R. 3254, to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish a process to review 
applications for certain grants to purchase equipment 
or systems that do not meet or exceed any applicable 
national voluntary consensus standards.          Page H4052 

Providing for congressional disapproval under 
chapter 8 of title 5, United States Code, of the 
rule submitted by the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service relating to ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Endangered 
Species Status for Northern Long-Eared Bat’’: 
The House passed S.J. Res. 24, providing for con-
gressional disapproval under chapter 8 of title 5, 
United States Code, of the rule submitted by the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service relating to 
‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Endangered Species Status for Northern Long-Eared 
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Bat’’, by a yea-and-nay vote of 220 yeas to 209 nays, 
Roll No. 382.                                                      Pages H4052–58 

H. Res. 614, the rule providing for consideration 
of the bill (H.R. 4366) and the joint resolutions (S.J. 
Res. 9) and (S.J. Res. 24) was agreed to yesterday, 
July 26th. 
Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that 
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet 
at 10 a.m. tomorrow, July 28th.                        Page H4060 

Director of the Congressional Budget Office— 
Appointment: The Chair announced the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives and the Senate Presi-
dent pro tempore hereby appointed Dr. Phillip 
Swagel as the Director of the Congressional Budget 
Office for the term expiring January 3, 2027. 
                                                                                            Page H4061 

Work Period Designation: Read a letter from the 
Speaker wherein he designated the period from Fri-
day, July 28, 2023, through Monday, September 11, 
2023, as a ‘‘district work period’’ under section 3(z) 
of House Resolution 5.                                           Page H4061 

Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture—Communication: Read a letter from Chair-
man Graves wherein he transmitted copies of fifteen 
resolutions included in the General Services Admin-
istration’s Capital Investment and Leasing Programs. 
The resolutions were adopted by the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure on July 27, 2023. 
                                                                                Pages H4064–4123 

Senate Referrals: S. 546 was held at the desk. S. 
994 was held at the desk. S. 1387 was held at the 
desk. S. 2051 was held at the desk.                 Page H4042 

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate 
today appears on pages H4041–42. 
Quorum Calls—Votes: Four yea-and-nay votes de-
veloped during the proceedings of today and appear 
on pages H4049–50, H4050, H4051–52 and 
H4057–58. 
Adjournment: The House met at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 6:27 p.m. 

Committee Meetings 
MISCELLANEOUS MEASURE 
Committee on Agriculture: Full Committee began a 
markup on H.R. 4763, the ‘‘Financial Innovation 
and Technology for the 21st Century Act’’. H.R. 
4763 was ordered reported, as amended. 

LOWERING COSTS AND INCREASING 
VALUE FOR STUDENTS, INSTITUTIONS, 
AND TAXPAYERS 
Committee on Education and Workforce: Subcommittee 
on Higher Education and Workforce Development 

held a hearing entitled ‘‘Lowering Costs and Increas-
ing Value for Students, Institutions, and Taxpayers’’. 
Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Energy and Commerce: Full Committee 
held a markup on H.R. 3385, the ‘‘Diaspora Link 
Act’’; H.R. 3369, the ‘‘AI Accountability Act’’; H.R. 
4510, the ‘‘NTIA Reauthorization Act of 2023’’; 
H.R. 1435, the ‘‘Preserving Choice in Vehicle Pur-
chases Act’’; H.R. 4468, the ‘‘Choice in Automobile 
Retail Sales Act of 2023’’; and H.R. 4469, the ‘‘No 
Fuel Credits for Batteries Act of 2023’’. H.R. 3385, 
H.R. 3369, and H.R. 4510 were ordered reported, 
as amended. H.R. 1435, H.R. 4468, and H.R. 4469 
were ordered reported, without amendment. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Financial Services: Full Committee held 
a markup on H.R. 4766, the ‘‘Clarity for Payment 
Stablecoins Act of 2023’’; H.R. 4841, the ‘‘Keep 
Your Coins Act of 2023’’; H.R. 4790, the ‘‘Guiding 
Uniform and Responsible Disclosure Requirements 
and Information Limits Act of 2023’’; H.R. 4767, 
the ‘‘Protecting Americans’ Retirement Savings from 
Politics Act’’; H.R. 4823, the ‘‘American Financial 
Institution Regulator Sovereignty and Transparency 
Act’’; H.R. 4655, the ‘‘Businesses Over Activists 
Act’’; and H.J. Res. 66, a joint resolution dis-
approving the rule submitted by the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Bureau relating to ‘‘Small Busi-
ness Lending Under the Equal Credit Opportunity 
Act (Regulation B)’’. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: On July 26, 2023, Full 
Committee began a markup on H.R. 4619, to au-
thorize the sale of Virginia Class submarines to Aus-
tralia in support of the trilateral security partnership 
between Australia, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States, and for other purposes; H.R. 4725, to 
conduct oversight and accountability of the State 
Department’s implementation of AUKUS, and for 
other purposes; H.R. 4716, to amend the Arms Ex-
port Control Act in support of Australia and the 
AUKUS partnership; H.R. 4715, to amend the 
Arms Export Control Act in support of the United 
Kingdom and the AUKUS partnership; H.R. 1776, 
to prevent, treat, and cure tuberculosis globally; 
H.R. 4517, to require the Secretary of State to sub-
mit a plan for the reimbursement of personal funds 
expended to evacuate American citizens, American 
lawful permanent residents, and Afghan allies from 
Afghanistan, and for other purposes; H.R. 3152, to 
impose sanctions with respect to countries, individ-
uals, and entities that engage in any effort to ac-
quire, possess, develop, transport, transfer, or deploy 
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Iranian missiles and related goods and technology, 
including materials and equipment, and for other 
purposes; H.R. 4741, to require the development of 
a strategy to promote the use of secure telecommuni-
cations infrastructure worldwide, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 4691, to provide for congressional re-
view of actions to terminate or waive sanctions im-
posed with respect to Iran; H.R. 1456, to limit the 
use of funds for the production of films using assets 
of the Department of State under certain cir-
cumstances, and for other purposes; H. Res. 578, 
calling for the immediate release of Eyvin Her-
nandez, a United States citizen and Los Angeles 
County public defender, who was wrongfully de-
tained by the Venezuelan regime in March 2022; 
and H.R. 4825, to require the imposition of sanc-
tions and other measures relating to the Russian oil 
price cap policy, and for other purposes. H.R. 1776, 
H.R. 4741, H.R. 4691, H.R. 3152, and H.R. 4825 
were ordered reported, without amendment. H.R. 
4619, H.R. 4716, H.R. 4715, H.R. 1456, H.R. 
4725, H.R. 4517, and H. Res. 578 were ordered re-
ported, as amended. 

A FAILURE TO PLAN: EXAMINING THE 
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S PREPARATION 
FOR THE AFGHANISTAN WITHDRAWAL 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Accountability held a hearing entitled ‘‘A 
Failure to Plan: Examining the Biden Administra-
tion’s Preparation for the Afghanistan Withdrawal’’. 
Testimony was heard from Command Sergeant Major 
Jacob Smith, 4–31 Infantry, 2nd BCT, 10th Moun-
tain Division, U.S. Army; and public witnesses. 

ILLICIT IT: BANKROLLING KIM JONG UN 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Full Committee held a 
hearing entitled ‘‘Illicit IT: Bankrolling Kim Jong 
Un’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

COLOMBIA’S DESCENT TO SOCIALISM: 
ASSESSING GUSTAVO PETRO’S 
PRESIDENCY 
Committee on Foreign Affairs: Subcommittee on the 
Western Hemisphere held a hearing entitled ‘‘Co-
lombia’s Descent to Socialism: Assessing Gustavo 
Petro’s Presidency’’. Testimony was heard from Mark 
Wells, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of West-
ern Hemisphere Affairs, Department of State; and 
Peter Natiello, Senior Deputy Assistant Adminis-
trator, Bureau for Latin America and the Carribean, 
U.S. Agency for International Development. 

OVERSIGHT OF THE DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on Crime 
and Federal Government Surveillance held a hearing 

entitled ‘‘Oversight of the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration’’. Testimony was heard from Anne 
Milgram, Administrator, Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, Department of Justice. 

THE DANGERS AND DUE PROCESS 
VIOLATIONS OF ‘GENDER-AFFIRMING 
CARE’ FOR CHILDREN 
Committee on the Judiciary: Subcommittee on the Con-
stitution and Limited Government held a hearing 
entitled ‘‘The Dangers and Due Process Violations of 
‘Gender-Affirming Care’ for Children’’. Testimony 
was heard from public witnesses. 

SAFEGUARDING AMERICAN JOBS AND 
ECONOMIC GROWTH: EXAMINING THE 
FUTURE OF THE OFFSHORE LEASING 
PROGRAM 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on En-
ergy and Mineral Resources held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Safeguarding American Jobs and Economic Growth: 
Examining the Future of the Offshore Leasing Pro-
gram’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on 
Water, Wildlife and Fisheries held a hearing on 
H.R. 1437, the ‘‘Black Vulture Relief Act of 2023’’; 
H.R. 1792, the ‘‘South Pacific Tuna Treaty Act of 
2023’’; H.R. 2950, the ‘‘Coastal Habitat Conserva-
tion Act of 2023’’; H.R. 2982, the ‘‘New York-New 
Jersey Watershed Protection Act’’; H.R. 4051, the 
‘‘SHARKED Act’’; H.R. 4094, the ‘‘Great Salt Lake 
Stewardship Act’’; H.R. 4587, the ‘‘Red Snapper 
Act’’; and H.R. 4596, the ‘‘Upper Colorado and San 
Juan River Basins Endangered Fish Recovery Pro-
grams Reauthorization Act of 2023’’. Testimony was 
heard from Representatives Wittman, Radewagen, 
Curtis, Boebert, Rutherford, Tonko, Rose, and 
Huffman; Kelly Kryc, Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
International Fisheries, National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, Department of Commerce; 
Stephen Guertin, Deputy Director for Program Man-
agement and Policy, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior; and public witnesses. 

EXAMINING BARRIERS TO ACCESS: 
ONGOING VISITOR EXPERIENCE ISSUES AT 
AMERICA’S NATIONAL PARKS 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on 
Oversight and Investigations held a hearing entitled 
‘‘Examining Barriers to Access: Ongoing Visitor Ex-
perience Issues at America’s National Parks’’. Testi-
mony was heard from Charles F. Sams III, Director, 
National Park Service, Department of the Interior. 
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LEGISLATIVE MEASURE 
Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on In-
dian and Insular Affairs held a hearing on legislation 
on the Restoring Accountability in the Indian 
Health Service Act of 2023. Testimony was heard 
from public witnesses. 

OVERSIGHT AND REAUTHORIZATION OF 
THE OFFICE OF NATIONAL DRUG 
CONTROL POLICY 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Full Com-
mittee held a hearing entitled ‘‘Oversight and Reau-
thorization of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy’’. Testimony was heard from Rahul Gupta, 
Director, Office of National Drug Control Policy. 

HEMP IN THE MODERN WORLD: THE 
YEARSLONG WAIT FOR FDA ACTION 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Sub-
committee on Health Care and Financial Services 
held a hearing entitled ‘‘Hemp in the Modern 
World: The Yearslong Wait for FDA Action’’. Testi-
mony was heard from public witnesses. 

BECAUSE I SAID SO: EXAMINING THE 
SCIENCE AND IMPACT OF COVID–19 
VACCINE MANDATES 
Committee on Oversight and Accountability: Select Sub-
committee on the Coronavirus Pandemic held a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Because I Said So: Examining the 
Science and Impact of COVID–19 Vaccine Man-
dates’’. Testimony was heard from public witnesses. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology: Full Com-
mittee began a markup on H.R. 4755, the ‘‘Privacy 
Enhancing Technology Research Act’’; H.R. 4824, 
the ‘‘Carbon Sequestration Collaboration Act’’; H.R. 
4877, the ‘‘Abandoned Well Remediation Research 
and Development Act’’; H.R. 1069, the ‘‘Clean En-
ergy Demonstration Transparency Act of 2023’’; 
H.R. 3915, the ‘‘Aviation Weather Improvement 
Act’’; and H.R. 4866, the ‘‘Fire Weather Develop-
ment Act of 2023’’. H.R. 4755, H.R. 4877, H.R. 
1069, H.R. 3915, and H.R. 4866 were ordered re-
ported, as amended. H.R. 4824 was ordered re-
ported, without amendment. 

MISCELLANEOUS MEASURES 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Full 
Committee held a markup on H.R. 1547, the ‘‘One 
Seat Ride Act’’; H.R. 4693, the ‘‘Tennessee Valley 
Authority Salary Transparency Act’’; H.R. 4762, to 
amend title 49, United States Code, to extend the 
non-premium war risk insurance program; H. Res. 
609, the ‘‘Expressing opposition to Central Business 
District Tolling Program of New York City’’; H.R. 

1752, the ‘‘Eliminating Barriers to Rural Internet 
Development Grant Eligibility Act’’; H.R. 532, to 
designate the Federal building and United States 
courthouse located at 600 East First Street in Rome, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Harold L. Murphy Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse’’; H.R. 4688, to direct 
the Administrator of General Service to sell the 
property known as the Webster School; and 15 Gen-
eral Services Administration Capital Investment and 
Leasing Program Resolutions. H.R. 1547, H.R. 
4693, and H.R. 1752 were ordered reported, as 
amended. H.R. 4762, H. Res. 609, H.R. 532, and 
H.R. 4688 were ordered reported, without amend-
ment. Fifteen General Services Administration Cap-
ital Investment and Leasing Program Resolutions 
were adopted. 

REVIEW OF THE RECAPITALIZATION OF 
THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 
SURFACE, AIR, IT, AND SHORESIDE ASSETS 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure: Sub-
committee on Coast Guard and Maritime Transpor-
tation held a hearing entitled ‘‘Review of the Re-
capitalization of the United States Coast Guard Sur-
face, Air, IT, and Shoreside Assets’’. Testimony was 
heard from Vice Admiral Paul F. Thomas, Deputy 
Commandant for Mission Support, U.S. Coast 
Guard; and Marie Mak, Director, Contracting and 
National Security, Government Accountability Of-
fice. 

VA DISABILITY EXAMS: ARE VETERANS 
RECEIVING QUALITY SERVICES? 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Affairs held a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘VA Disability Exams: Are Veterans 
Receiving Quality Services?’’. Testimony was heard 
from Elizabeth Curda, Director, Education, Work-
force, and Income Security, Government Account-
ability Office; and the following Department of Vet-
erans Affairs officials: Jeff London, Executive Direc-
tor, Medical Disability Exams Office, Veterans Bene-
fits Administration; Jacqueline Imboden, Assistant 
Director, Procedures and Interagency/MilPay Com-
pensation Service, Veterans Benefits Administration; 
Christopher Parker, Associate Executive Director, 
Office of Acquisitions Logistics and Construction; 
Henry Bridges, Senior Medical Officer, Office of 
Disability and Medical Assessment; and Stephen 
Bracci, Director, Claims and Medical Exams Inspec-
tion Division, Office of Audits and Evaluations, Of-
fice of Inspector General. 
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THE EMPLOYEE RETENTION TAX CREDIT 
EXPERIENCE: CONFUSION, DELAYS, AND 
FRAUD 
Committee on Ways and Means: Subcommittee on 
Oversight held a hearing entitled ‘‘The Employee 
Retention Tax Credit Experience: Confusion, Delays, 
and Fraud’’. Testimony was heard from public wit-
nesses. 

Joint Meetings 
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF DIABETES 
Joint Economic Committee: Committee concluded a 
hearing to examine the economic impact of diabetes, 
after receiving testimony from Buu V. Nygren, Nav-
ajo Nation, Window Rock, Arizona; Janet Brown- 
Friday, American Diabetes Association, and Benedic 
Ippolito, American Enterprise Institute, both of 
Washington, D.C.; and Mark A. Herman, Baylor 
College of Medicine, Houston, Texas. 

NEW PUBLIC LAWS 
(For last listing of Public Laws, see DAILY DIGEST, p. D797) 

H.R. 1096, to require the Secretary of the Treas-
ury to mint coins in commemoration of the 250th 
Anniversary of the United States Marine Corps, and 
to support programs at the Marine Corps Heritage 
Center. Signed on July 26, 2023. (Public Law 
118–10) 

f 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY, 
JULY 28, 2023 

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated) 

Senate 

No meetings/hearings scheduled. 

House 

No hearings are scheduled. 
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Next Meeting of the SENATE 

11:45 a.m., Friday, July 28 

Senate Chamber 

Program for Friday: Senate will meet in a pro forma 
session. 

Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

10 a.m., Friday, July 28 

House Chamber 

Program for Friday: House will meet in Pro Forma ses-
sion at 10 a.m. 
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