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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., of
Grace Baptist Church of Germantown,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, offered the
following prayer:

Gracious God, we are present this
morning by Your grace and Your
mercy. We thank You for this privilege
to be here to serve. We ask that in this
most desirable time that we can learn,
listen, love, and lead as we ingratiate
ourselves in the fervor and favor of
Your will.

We petition the power of Your wis-
dom as we seek to balance this Repub-
lic through reconciliation. Share and
show us how to love unconditionally,
help without judgment, and encourage
without regret. Allow the spirit of
unity to shelter in this place and peace
to enable us all.

We thank You for the ‘“We the Peo-
ple,” regardless of partisanship or plat-
form. Bless our courts and our military
personnel.

In closing, give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespassed
against us.

In the sovereign name, we pray.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
the approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Colorado (Ms. CARAVEO)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. CARAVEO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING GUEST CHAPLAIN
REVEREND DR. J. HENRY BUCK,
JR.

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor to welcome the Reverend Dr. J.
Henry Buck, Jr., from my district as
today’s guest chaplain.

Reverend Buck is the senior pastor of
the Grace Baptist Church, which has a
rich history in Pennsylvania and the
Germantown neighborhood. He has
opened an early childhood development
center to local parents, and he has cre-
ated opportunities for many youth, and
to date has sent five students to study
at Howard University.

In addition, Reverend Buck started a
pie company to help with employment
for returning citizens. He is also a
proud member of Kappa Alpha Psi fra-
ternity.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Reverend Buck
for all that he does for our community
and welcome him to the people’s
House.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARL). The Chair will entertain up to
five further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

—————

STOPPING A TWO-TIERED JUSTICE
SYSTEM

(Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, justice that is not blind is not
truly justice. Our courts, our law en-
forcement, and our laws have always
strived to uphold that ideal. That is
why it is so disturbing to see the whis-
tleblower testimony that has been
given this week.

As we continue to investigate the
business dealings of the Biden adminis-
tration, his family, and associates, it
continues to become clear that the
President has pressured the agencies he
is entrusted with overseeing into pro-
viding his family with special treat-
ment and special favors to avoid the
consequences of their unlawful acts.

This isn’t justice. It is time to put a
stop to a two-tiered justice system
that has flourished during Joe Biden’s
Presidency. We must stand for the rule
of law and condemn anyone who delib-
erately uses their position as a public
servant for personal gain.

———

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
FRED TEICHERT

(Mr. BERA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Fred Teichert and cele-
brate his retirement from A Teichert &
Sons, a construction company that his
great-grandfather founded in 1887.

In 1990, Fred led the creation of the
Teichert Foundation. Through the
foundation, he has greatly contributed
to what Sacramento is today in his
support of nonprofits in Sacramento
and throughout California.

Fred has been committed to making
Sacramento a better place, particu-
larly for our youth. Among his proud-
est achievements was serving as the
founding president of the Boys and
Girls Club of Greater Sacramento. His
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participation on the Child Abuse Pre-
vention Council and countless edu-
cation committees have served as con-
stant reminders of his dedication to
helping children succeed both in and
out of the classroom.

For his efforts, he has earned numer-
ous community service awards over the
last 30 years, including being selected
as American Leadership Forum’s exem-
plary leader of the year and the Sac-
ramento Metro Chamber of Com-
merce’s Sacramentan of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, I extend my congratula-
tions and thanks to Fred Teichert for
his lifelong dedication to Sacramento.
His commitment to our region will al-
ways be celebrated and remembered. I
ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating Fred for his work and wish him
the best in his next steps.

——————

DEEPLY ROOTED POLITICAL
INFECTION IN THE FBI

(Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS. Mr. Speaker,
my good friend Senator CHUCK GRASS-
LEY said it best when he said: There is
deeply rooted political infection in the
FBI. We can see this rot play out every
single day when the FBI decides who
they will and will not pursue. They tar-
geted parents who showed up to school
board meetings to hold their elected of-
ficials accountable and to speak up for
their children. They targeted pro-life
Americans who exercised their First
Amendment right to peacefully protest
and arrested them in front of their
children. They rushed to investigate
claims of Russian collusion—despite
lapses and a bogus FISA warrant—even
when those claims were not backed up
the evidence.

Yet, when dealing with Hunter Biden,
the DOJ and the FBI chose to go easy
on him and gave him a sweetheart plea
deal, leaving him unlikely to go to jail.

It must be nice.

We have simply lost confidence in
The Bureau and serious changes must
be made by Director Chris Wray to root
out favoritism and double standards so
the American people can have faith in
their institutions again.

Mr. Speaker, I also wish my young
friends Kurt and Cathy Haller a mile-
stone 40th wedding anniversary.

Happy 40th anniversary, Kurt and
Cathy.

———

UNDERSERVED RURAL
COMMUNITIES

(Ms. CARAVEO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. CARAVEO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of rural families, fami-
lies who work hard every day, play by
the rules, and deserve the very same
access to opportunity as every other
American.
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Despite advancements in many other
areas, our rural communities lag be-
hind, underserved with bad cell service
and internet service, fewer options for
healthcare and schools, and insuffi-
cient investment for small businesses.

No one should have fewer opportuni-
ties just because of where they live. I
am working from all angles to beef up
support for rural communities: from
mental health support with Represent-
ative FINSTAD’s and my Rural Wellness
Act to improving childcare access with
my and Representative GLUESENKAMP
PEREZ’s bipartisan rural childcare bill;
to helping farmers with disabilities
with my and Representative
MOLINARO’s agriculture accessibility
bill; to connecting communities with
investments they need with my and
Representative FISCHBACH’s Investing
in Rural America Act.

I am proud to work on a bipartisan
basis with so many of our colleagues
who share the understanding of how
vital our rural communities are to all
of our lives and look forward to col-
laborating on this year’s farm bill.

———
SCANDALS IN THE WHITE HOUSE

(Mr. MEUSER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MEUSER. Mr. Speaker, ‘I think
that there’s no doubt about the seri-
ousness of the problem we’ve got. We
have a cancer within—close to the
Presidency, that’s growing. It’s grow-
ing daily.”

Mr. Speaker, that is a quote from the
Watergate scandal, but the American
people are applying it to current cir-
cumstances in the White House.

We have a laptop referencing ‘‘the big
guy’’ is getting his 10 percent. We have
text messages stating: My father is sit-
ting next to me and you better pay up.

I am paraphrasing, slightly.

Despite statements from the White
House on how there was no contact
with business partners, we have pic-
tures of them playing golf together,
and White House visitor logs.

Mr. Speaker, we have bank records,
lots of them, around 20, with tens of
millions of dollars going to members of
the President’s family, including
grandchildren. We don’t know what
they did for it, and recently a bag of
cocaine was found in the White House,
but case closed. No one accused. No one
found.

Mr. Speaker, if this was a bag of an-
thrax, would that have been taken
more seriously and solved? I think the
answer is yes. The only reason there
are any investigations taking place or
oversight is because Republicans have
a majority in the House.

————

OUR NEIGHBORS JUST WANT TO
BREATHE CLEAN AIR

(Ms. TLAIB asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

July 20, 2023

Ms. TLAIB. Mr. Speaker, I intro-
duced the Cumulative Impacts Act to
protect frontline communities by re-
quiring the EPA to consider cumu-
lative impacts of pollution and deny
permits unless they can demonstrate
that no harm will be done to the com-
munity, especially public health.

It is ridiculous that our current per-
mitting processes do not account for
all nearby sources of pollution.

From southwest Detroit to Dear-
born’s South End, which is home to an
extreme concentration of corporate
polluters, and sits directly across the
road from schools, homes, and play-
grounds. Our kids are being taught
that this is normal. It is not normal,
Mr. Speaker.

From 48217 to Poletown and Beniteau
and the east side of Detroit, our neigh-
bors across Detroit are forced to
breathe emissions from dozens of cor-
porate polluters like Marathon Oil,
U.S. Ecology, Stellantis, Cleveland
Cliffs, and so much more, all of whom
routinely violate their permits because
it is cheaper than following the law.

Where pollution occurs is a policy
choice, Mr. Speaker. It is environ-
mental racism.

Forcing regulators to analyze the cu-
mulative impacts of pollution and deny
permits for facilities that endanger
public health would be a revolutionary,
transformative change for our neigh-
bors who just want to breathe clean
air.

—————

CENSORING AND SUPPRESSING
FREE SPEECH ON SOCIAL MEDIA
PLATFORMS

(Mr. ROSE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROSE. Mr. Speaker, House Re-
publicans are doing everything we can
to investigate the politicization and
weaponization of the Federal Govern-
ment.

In fact, the House Subcommittee on
the Weaponization of the Federal Gov-
ernment heard testimony from New
York Post reporter Emma-Jo Morris,
whose reporting about Hunter Biden’s
laptop was censored by almost every
social media platform in the country in
coordination with the most powerful
levers of the Federal Government to si-
lence Americans’ First Amendment
right to free speech.

Let the record show that Ms. Morris’
reporting was factual, as confirmed by
multiple outlets after the fact, and
that this egregious abuse of power was
so serious and so detrimental to our
free society that a Federal District
Court has enjoined White House and
government officials from commu-
nicating with social media companies
for the purpose of censoring or sup-
pressing free speech on their platforms.

Mr. Speaker, these nefarious actions
by the White House and Federal Gov-
ernment agencies are utterly shameful
and, frankly, un-American and must
never, ever happen again.
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LIBERTY, JUSTICE, AND EQUAL
PROTECTION UNDER THE LAW
FOR ALL

(Ms. STRICKLAND asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker,
House Republicans have made it clear
that they do not support liberty, jus-
tice, and equal protection under the
law for all.

Last week, the majority passed an
extremist defense bill that bans gen-
der-affirming and reproductive care for
servicemembers, guts support for our
servicemembers of color, and prohibits
Pride flags from being displayed in any
workspace, common access area, or
public area of the Department of De-
fense.

However, they decided that the
homophobia and discrimination can’t
stop there.

This week, Republicans voted to strip
critical funding to enhance career de-
velopment opportunities, provide
meals to low-income seniors, create af-
fordable and transitional housing units
for vulnerable populations in need, and
more.

These projects, led by Representa-
tives BOYLE, PRESSLEY, and HOULAHAN,
were vetted months ago to ensure they
meet the rigorous community project
funding guidelines and are responsible
uses of taxpayer dollars.

So why were these projects denied?
Because recipients had LGBTQ in their
name, and they served communities
that the other side demonizes daily. It
is hypocritical, it is homophobic, and it
damages the idea of liberty and justice
for all.

——
O 0915
PORK PRODUCTION IN CALIFORNIA

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, it used
to be California was the land of really
good ideas and innovation, but the last
30 or so years it has been a place where
a lot of really bad ideas come from and
impact the rest of the country.

This morning I am talking about
pork production in this country and
California deciding that it should dic-
tate to the rest of the country how it is
done. There is not even that much pork
produced in my home State, yet they
want to dictate how it works.

A proposition passed that says you
cannot use gestation crates for pork
production. Gestation crates help pig-
lets to not be squashed by their moth-
er, but it has been interpreted to be
something completely different.

We need H.R. 4417, the EATS Act, in
order to have pork production in this
country that isn’t dictated by some
crazies at Berkeley in California that
say we can’t have you produce like
that.

We have already went through this
with eggs. What this will produce is
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shortages of eggs, shortages of pork,
higher prices, and even possibly lead to
the importation of it because one State
trying to dictate and reach across
State lines to all of the others with its
tentacles of its crazy ideas on how
things should be done business-wise.

What will stop them from banning oil
and gas being used to produce things in
other States? It will keep going and
going until we stop it.

————
DEVASTATION IN VERMONT

(Ms. BALINT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BALINT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a heavy heart. Vermont has
experienced so much devastation over
the last 2 weeks.

The images have been shocking. Our
capital city is completely under water,
small businesses across the State de-
stroyed, homes and rental units totally
gutted, and thousands and thousands of
acres of cropland decimated.

Seeing my State under water makes
it clearer than ever that climate
change isn’t coming. It is here.

Disasters like this bring up so much
trauma for many of us who lived
through Hurricane Irene. I want
Vermonters to know that we, your con-
gressional delegation, will be there as
long as it takes to recover, but we have
a very long road ahead.

With the support of our friends and
neighbors, we will get through this to-
gether. That is what I have seen as I
have traveled around Vermont visiting
communities—Vermonters pitching in
and helping one another.

We cannot accept what we have seen
in Vermont over the last week as the
new normal. We must continue to fight
for climate action and climate resil-
iency to keep Vermont the Green
Mountain State that we know and love.

————

SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST
LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS). Pursuant to House Resolution
597 and rule XVIII, the Chair declares
the House in the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the further consideration of the
bill, H.R. 3935.

Will the gentleman from Alabama
(Mr. CARL) kindly take the chair.

J 0919
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
3935) to amend title 49, United States
Code, to reauthorize and improve the
Federal Aviation Administration and
other civil aviation programs, and for
other purposes, with Mr. CARL (Acting
Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Wednes-
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day, July 19, 2023, amendment No. 75
printed in part A of House Report 118-
147 offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) had been
disposed of.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR.

GRAVES OF MISSOURI

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
pursuant to House Resolution 597, I
offer amendments en bloc.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendments en bloc.

Amendments en bloc No. 4 consisting
of amendment Nos. 60, 61, 85, 87, 88, 89,
90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, and
104 printed in part A of House Report
118-147, offered by Mr. GRAVES of Mis-
souri:

AMENDMENT NO. 60 OFFERED BY MS. MANNING
OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

SEC. 844. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON FAA ENGAGE-
MENT AND COLLABORATION WITH
HBCUS AND MSIS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Federal
Aviation Administration should continue to
partner with historically Black colleges and
universities and minority-serving institu-
tions to promote awareness of career oppor-
tunities and develop curriculum related to
aerospace, aviation and air traffic control.

AMENDMENT NO. 61 OFFERED BY MS. MANNING

OF NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of title VIII, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. 8 . REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF
~ RECOMMENDATIONS OF FEDERAL
AVIATION ADMINISTRATION YOUTH
ACCESS TO AMERICAN JOBS IN AVIA-
TION TASK FORCE.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Transportation, acting through the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, shall submit to Congress a report on
the implementation of the following rec-
ommendations of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Youth Access to American Jobs
in Aviation Task Force established under
section 602 of the FAA Reauthorization Act
of 2018 (Public Law 115-254):

(1) The recommendation to improve infor-
mation access about careers in aviation and
aerospace.

(2) The recommendation to collaboration
across regions of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration on outreach and workforce de-
velopment programs.

(3) The recommendation to increase oppor-
tunities for mentoring, pre-apprenticeships,
and apprenticeships in aviation.

AMENDMENT NO. 85 OFFERED BY MR. QUIGLEY OF
ILLINOIS

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

SEC. IMPLEMENTATION OF DYNAMIC
~ SCHEDULING AND MANAGEMENT OF
CERTAIN AIRSPACE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot
program established under section 1093 of
Public Law 117-263 (49 U.S.C. 40103 note), the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense, shall—

(1) evaluate the impact on the operation of
the national airspace system of process im-
provements in how the Department of De-
fense shares real-time updates on the status
of special activity airspace and special use
airspace for activities described in paragraph
(1) of section 1093 of Public Law 117-263 (49
U.S.C. 40103, note); and

(2) ensure that such improvements make
the Federal Aviation Administration able to
use such status changes to effectively grant
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access to special activity airspace and spe-
cial use airspace to civil operators in the na-
tional airspace system.

(b) DEVELOPMENT, TEST AND ASSESSMENT
OF DYNAMIC AIRSPACE TOOLS AND SYSTEMS.—

(1) TESTS.—Under the pilot program re-
ferred to in subsection (a), and to complete
the evaluations prescribed above, the Admin-
istrator and Secretary shall jointly test soft-
ware and services that automate the means
by which the Department of Defense shares
changes in the status of special activity air-
space and special use airspace established by
the Federal Aviation Administration for use
by civil operators in the national airspace
system.

(2) AUTOMATION.—The Secretary and the
Administrator shall ensure that the proc-
esses referred to in paragraph (1)(B) of sec-
tion 1093 of Public Law 117-263 (49 U.S.C.
40103, note) are automated, adhere to ad-
vanced data protection protocols, and use
tools and systems developed for this purpose
that are in use by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration and by civil operators in the
national airspace system.

(c) REPORT.—Not more than 365 days fol-
lowing the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary and the Administrator shall
jointly submit a report to Congress on the
impact of dynamic scheduling and manage-
ment of special activity airspace and special
use airspace, with specific information on—

(1) impact on military training and readi-
ness;

(2) impact on workload and accuracy of
sharing status changes on airspace with the
Federal Aviation Administration; and

(3) impact on the operation of the national
airspace system including reductions in
miles flown.

(d) REQUIREMENTS.—The capabilities re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall not interfere
with—

(1) the public’s right of transit consistent
with national security;

(2) the use of airspace necessary to ensure
the safety of aircraft within the national air-
space system; or

(3) the use of airspace necessary to ensure
the efficient use of the national airspace sys-
tem.

AMENDMENT NO. 87 OFFERED BY MR. ROUZER OF
NORTH CAROLINA

Page 250, strike lines 10 through 12, and in-
sert the following:

(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after receiving recommendations outlined in
the report under subsection (b), the Adminis-
trator shall take such action, as appropriate,
to implement those recommendations.

At the end of subtitle C of title III, add the
following:

SEC. . MEDICAL PORTAL MODERNIZATION
TASK GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 120
days after the working group pursuant to
section 328 of this Act is established, the co-
chairs of such working group shall establish
a medical portal modernization task group
(referred to in this subsection as the ‘‘task
group’’) to evaluate the user interface and
information sharing capabilities of an online
medical portal administered by the Federal
Aviation Administration.

(b) COMPOSITION.—The co-chairs of the
working group provided for in section 328
shall appoint—

(1) a Chair of the task group; and

(2) members of the task group from among
the members of the working group appointed
by the Administrator under section 328(b)

(c) ASSESSMENT; RECOMMENDATIONS.—The
task group shall, at a minimum, assess and
evaluate the capabilities of any such medical
portal and provide recommendations to im-
prove the following:
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(1) The cyber security protections and pro-
tocols of any such medical portal, including
the secure exchange of health information
and records between Aviation Medical Exam-
iners and pilots, or their designee, including
the ability for an airman to submit addi-
tional information requested by the Admin-
istrator.

(2) The status of an airman’s medical appli-
cation and the disclosure of how long an air-
man can expect to wait for a final deter-
mination to be issued by the Administrator.

(3) The disclosure of the name and contact
information of the Administrator’s rep-
resentative managing an airman’s case so
that an Aviation Medical Examiner has a
point of contact within the Administration
who is familiar with an airman’s application.

(d) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the du-
ties described in subsection (c¢), the task
group may consult cybersecurity experts and
individuals with a knowledge of securing
electronic health care transactions.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 1 years after
the date of the establishment of the task
group, the task group shall submit to the Ad-
ministrator, the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate a report detailing activities and
recommendations of the task group.

(f) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 1 year
after receiving the report described in sub-
section (e), the Administrator shall take
such action as may be necessary to imple-
ment recommendations of the task group to
improve any such medical portal.
AMENDMENT NO. 88 OFFERED BY MR. ROUZER OF

NORTH CAROLINA

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

SEC. . PROHIBITION ON PROCUREMENT OF
FOREIGN-MADE UNMANNED AIR-
CRAFT SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation is prohibited from entering into a
contract or awarding a grant for the procure-
ment of a small unmanned aircraft system
manufactured or assembled by a covered for-
eign entity.

(b) EXEMPTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary is exempt
from any restrictions under subsection (a) if
the procurement is for the purposes of test-
ing, evaluation, analysis, or training related
to—

(A) counter-unmanned aircraft systems, in-
cluding activities conducted under the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s Alliance for
System Safety of UAS through Research Ex-
cellence Center of Excellence or by the UAS
test sites under section 44803 of title 49,
United States Code; or

(B) the safe, secure, or efficient operation
of the National Airspace System or mainte-
nance of public safety.

(2) NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY
BOARD EXEMPTION.—The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, in consultation with
the Secretary of Homeland Security, is ex-
empt from any restrictions under subsection
(a) if the procurement is necessary for the
sole purpose of conducting safety investiga-
tions.

(¢) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation (or the Secretary’s designee) may
waive any restrictions under subsection (a)
on a case by case basis by certifying in writ-
ing not later than 15 days after exercising
such waiver to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives that the procurement is required in the
national interest of the United States.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of
enactment of this Act, the Secretary may

July 20, 2023

not award a new grant for the procurement
of an unmanned aircraft system manufac-
tured by a covered foreign entity.

(2) EXISTING GRANT.—This section shall not
apply to grants awarded before the date of
enactment of this Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COVERED FOREIGN ENTITY.—The term
‘“‘covered foreign entity’’ means an entity—

(A) included on the Consolidated Screening
List or Entity List as designated by the Sec-
retary of Commerce;

(B) domiciled in the People’s Republic of
China or the Russian Federation;

(C) subject to influence or control by the
government of the People’s Republic of
China or by the Russian Federation; or

(D) that is a subsidiary or affiliate of an
entity described in subparagraphs (A)
through (C).

(2) SMALL UNMANNED AIRCRAFT; UNMANNED
ATRCRAFT; UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEM.—The
terms ‘‘small unmanned aircraft”, ‘‘un-
manned aircraft’”, and ‘“‘unmanned aircraft
system’ have the meanings given such terms
in section 44801 of title 49, United States
Code.

AMENDMENT NO. 89 OFFERED BY MR. RUIZ OF

CALIFORNIA
At the end of title VIII, add the following:
SEC. . BANNING MUNICIPAL AIRPORT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall initiate a study on the Banning Munic-
ipal Airport to identify—

(1) aviation traffic at the Airport in each of
the last 10 years, and estimated future traf-
fic each year in the next 10 years;

(2) associated annual revenues and costs in
each year to service aviation traffic during
the last 10 years, and to continue to service
it for another 10 years;

(3) use of the facility for fighting wildfires
and the degree of its utility to the local
County fire department or other emergency
first responders;

(4) status of the Airport’s current infra-
structure and planned improvements, if any,
and during the next 5 years and their associ-
ated costs;

(5) perspectives of and impact on the
Morongo Band of Indians resulting from op-
eration of the airport near tribal lands; and

(6) Federal funds that would be required to
modernize the Airport’s infrastructure to as-
sure no annual operating financial losses for
the next 10 years.

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1
year after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
on the results of the study.

AMENDMENT NO. 90 OFFERED BY MR. DAVID

SCOTT OF GEORGIA

Page 375; line 24, strike ‘‘1 annual event”
and insert ‘2 annual events”.

AMENDMENT NO. 91 OFFERED BY MR. SELF OF

TEXAS

Add at the end of title VIII the following:

SEC. 844. FEASIBILITY STUDY OF HARDENING
SATELLITES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO
UNITED STATES AEROSPACE NAVI-
GATION.

The Administrator of the Federal Aviation
Administration shall conduct a feasibility
study to determine the cost to harden sat-
ellites that contribute to United States aero-
space navigation.

AMENDMENT NO. 92 OFFERED BY MS. SHERRILL
OF NEW JERSEY

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

SEC. . STUDY AND REPORT ON EFFECTS OF
UNMANNED FREE BALLOONS ON
AVIATION SAFETY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of enactment of this Act, the
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Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, in coordination with the heads
of other relevant Federal agencies, shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate committees
of Congress on the effects unmanned free bal-
loon operations, that do not emit electronic
or radio signals for identification purposes,
launched within the United States and its
territories may have on aviation safety.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out this
section, the Administrator shall consider—

(1) current technology available and em-
ployed to track unmanned free balloon oper-
ations described under subsection (a);

(2) how the flights of such operations have
affected, or could affect, aviation safety;

(3) how such operations have contributed,
or could contribute, to misidentified threats
to civil or military aviation operations or in-
frastructure; and

(4) how such operations have impacted, or
could impact, national security and air traf-
fic control operations.

(c) RECOMMENDATIONS.—The report speci-
fied under subsection (a) shall contain rec-
ommendations on the following:

(1) The need for unmanned free balloons
launched within the United States and its
territories to be equipped with technology
that may increase the mnear real-time
trackability of such balloons to deconflict
airspace and maintain aviation safety of the
national airspace system in support of Ad-
ministration and Department of Defense
aviation operations.

(2) The feasibility and efficacy in requiring
the equipage and usage of such technology.

(d) APPROPRIATE.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(1) the Committee on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives;

(2) the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives;

(3) the Committee on Armed Services of
the Senate; and

(4) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate.

AMENDMENT NO. 93 OFFERED BY MR. STEIL OF
WISCONSIN

At the end of title VIII, add the following:

SEC. . UPDATE TO FAA ORDER ON AIRWAY
PLANNING STANDARD.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, the Administrator of
the Federal Aviation Administration shall
take such actions as may be necessary to up-
date FAA Order 7031.2c, titled ‘‘Airway Plan-
ning Standard Number One-Terminal Air
Navigation Facilities and Air Traffic Control
Services’’, to lower the remote radar bright
display scope installation requirement from
30,000 annual itinerant operations to 15,000
annual itinerant operations

AMENDMENT NO. 94 OFFERED BY MR. THOMPSON
OF PENNSYLVANIA

At the end of subtitle C of title VII, add
the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON RESTORATION OF SMALL
COMMUNITY AIR SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Department of Transpor-
tation shall enter into the appropriate ar-
rangements with the National Academies to
conduct a study on the loss of commercial
air service in small communities in the
United States and options to restore such
service.

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study re-
quired under subsection (a), that National
Academies shall—

(1) assess the reduction of scheduled com-
mercial air service to small communities
over a b-year period ending on the date of en-
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actment of this Act, to include small com-
munities that have lost all scheduled com-
mercial air service;

(2) review economic trends that have re-
sulted in reduction or loss of scheduled com-
mercial air service to such communities;

(3) review the economic losses of such com-
munities who have suffered a reduction or
loss of scheduled commercial air service;

(4) identify the causes that prompted air
carriers to reduce or eliminate scheduled
commercial air service to such communities;

(5) assess the impact of changing aircraft
economics; and

(6) identify recommendations that can be
implemented by such communities or Fed-
eral, State, or local agencies to aid in the
restoration or replacement of scheduled
commercial air service.

(c) CASE STUDIES.—In conducting the study
required under subsection (a), the National
Academies shall assess not fewer than 7 com-
munities that have lost commercial air serv-
ice or have had commercial air service sig-
nificantly reduced in the past 15 years, in-
cluding—

(1) Williamsport Regional Airport;

(2) Alamogordo-White Sands Regional Air-
port; and

(3) Chautauqua County Jamestown Air-
port.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Na-
tional Academies shall submit to the Sec-
retary, the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science and Transportation of the
Senate a report containing—

(1) the results of the study described in
subsection (a); and

(2) recommendations to Congress and com-
munities on action that can be taken to im-
prove or restore scheduled commercial serv-
ice to small communities.

AMENDMENT NO. 99 OFFERED BY MR. WILLIAMS
OF NEW YORK

At the appropriate place in the bill, insert
the following:

SEC. . SURFACE SURVEILLANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator shall conduct a study of surface sur-
veillance systems that are operational as of
the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) CONTENTS.—In carrying out the study
required under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall—

(1) demonstrate that any change to the
configuration of such systems or decommis-
sioning of a sensor from such systems pro-
vides an equivalent level of safety as the cur-
rent system;

(2) determine how a technology refresh of
legacy sensor equipment can reduce oper-
ational and maintenance costs compared to
current costs and extend the useful life and
affordability of such systems; and,

(3) consider how to enhance such systems
through new capabilities and software tools
that improve the safety of terminal airspace
and the airport surface.

(c) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the
study under subsection (a), the Adminis-
trator shall consult with representatives of—

(1) National Transportation Safety Board;

(2) aviation safety experts with specific
knowledge of surface surveillance tech-
nology, including multilateration and ADS-
B; and,

(3) representatives with expertise in sur-
face safety of the exclusive bargaining rep-
resentative of the air traffic controllers cer-
tified under section 7111 of title 5, United 24
States Code; and

(4) representatives of the certified bar-
gaining representative of airway transpor-
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tation systems specialists for the Federal
Aviation Administration.

(d) REPORT.—Upon completion of the re-
view initiated under subsection (a), the Ad-
ministrator shall submit to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
of the Senate a report describing the findings
of such review and shall make all data re-
lated to the safety analysis and conclusions
developed under subsection (b) available to
the public on the website of the Administra-
tion in a downloadable format.

(e) IMPLEMENTATION.—Upon submission of
the report required by subsection (d), the Ad-
ministrator may implement changes to sur-
face surveillance systems based on the out-
come of the review in subsection (b).
AMENDMENT NO. 100 OFFERED BY MR. YAKYM OF

INDIANA

Page 223, line 9, strike ‘2027’ and insert
42028,
AMENDMENT NO. 101 OFFERED BY MR. SMITH OF
NEW JERSEY

At the end of title VIII, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 8 . CERTIFICATION AND REPORT BY IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL RELATING TO
RADAR IMPACTS AND OFFSHORE
WIND DEVELOPMENT APPROVAL
PROCESS.

(a) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the President (or a designee) shall certify in
writing that—

(1) offshore wind projects in the North At-
lantic and Mid-Atlantic Planning Areas will
not weaken, degrade, interfere with, or nul-
lify the performance and capabilities of
radar relied upon by commercial aviation,
military aviation, space launch vehicles, or
other commercial space launch activities;
and

(2) the development of offshore wind
projects in the North Atlantic and Mid-At-
lantic Planning Areas will not degrade the
capabilities of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to monitor United States airspace,
or hinder commercial, private, or military
aviation activities.

(b) AUDIT AND REPORT BY INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL.—

(1) AUDIT AND REPORT.—The Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Transportation
shall audit and report to Congress on the ef-
fects of offshore wind industrialization re-
lated to radar, impacts to commercial air
and military traffic, and the sufficiency of
the review and approval process for offshore
wind projects in the North Atlantic and Mid-
Atlantic Planning Areas. Such report shall
also include the following:

(A) An investigation of the sufficiency of
the process for approving offshore wind
projects, and these projects impact on radar,
including the consultation process between
the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
the Federal Aviation Administration, and
the Military Aviation and Installation As-
surance Siting Clearinghouse, and whether
concerns voiced by the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, the TUnited States Armed
Forces were sufficiently considered in the
approval process.

(B) A specific study on the impact of such
projects on shore based radar capabilities.

(C) A determination whether offshore wind
projects will weaken, compromise, or inter-
fere with, or nullify the usage of radar uti-
lized by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion, the United States Armed Forces, and
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration, as well as commercial space
launch activities.

(D) An audit of the approval applications
by the Military Aviation and Installation
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Assurance Siting Clearinghouse regarding
concerns voiced over the impact to radar and
ability to identify airborne threats, freedom
to navigate United States airspace, and abil-
ity to train within United States airspace.

(E) A determination whether any offshore
wind projects will impact, alter, or disrupt
commercial, private, or military aviation
flight paths.

(F) A determination whether any offshore
wind projects will impact, compromise, in-
hibit, or nullify the usage of radar and sonar
technologies utilized by the armed forces
and any agencies carrying out space launch
programs.

(G) A determination whether any offshore
wind projects will impact, compromise, or
inhibit the ability of the United States Coast
Guard to conduct maritime safety and life-
saving operations.

(H) An assessment of how offshore wind en-
ergy projects impact low-level military air-
space off the Atlantic Coast.

(I) A determination whether the mitiga-
tion strategies laid out in the 2016 Report on
the Impact of Wind Energy Developments on
Military Installations are sufficient, achiev-
able and, realistic.

(2) SURVEY REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Inspector General of
the Department of Transportation shall con-
duct a survey of individuals directly respon-
sible for installations and units effected by
offshore wind development projects, includ-
ing those currently underway and those pro-
posed, with respect to—

(i) mission critical capabilities related to
radar interference, sonar interference, life-
saving operations, and training missions;
and

(ii) the sufficiency of local military instal-
lation commander input in the approval
process.

(B) REPORT.—The Inspector General of the
Department of Transportation shall submit
to Congress a report containing the results
of the survey required by subparagraph (A)
not later than 180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

(c) CLASSIFIED ANNEX.—The reports re-
quired under subsection(b)(l) and (b)(2)(B)
shall be submitted in unclassified form, but
may include a classified annex.

AMENDMENT NO. 102 OFFERED BY MRS. BOEBERT
OF COLORADO

Page 821, line 15, insert ‘‘, and make pub-
licly available on a website of the Adminis-
tration,”.

AMENDMENT NO. 103 OFFERED BY MRS. BOEBERT
OF COLORADO

Page 780, line 2, insert ‘‘, and make pub-
licly available on a website of the Adminis-
tration,” after ‘“‘House of Representatives’.
AMENDMENT NO. 104 OFFERED BY MR. BEYER OF

VIRGINIA

Add at the end of subtitle C of title XI the
following:

SEC. 1151. STUDY ON
ARDS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Administrator
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Administrator of the
Federal Aviation Administration, and the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, shall conduct a
study on the modernization of aeronautical
standards.

(b) DESIGNATION.—The study conducted
under subsection (a) shall be known as the
‘“Modernization of Aeronautical Standards
and Aircraft Performance Study’’.

(¢c) ELEMENTS.—The study conducted under
subsection (a) shall include the following:

(1) An assessment of differences between
current atmospheric conditions and baseline

AERONAUTICAL STAND-
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atmospheric conditions, including both mean
and extreme values.

(2) An analysis of the impacts to operation,
maintenance, and sustainment costs of cov-
ered commercial aircraft due to the dif-
ferences identified under paragraph (1).

(3) An estimation of the number of weight
restriction hours for covered commercial air-
craft at covered commercial airports under
baseline, current, and projected atmospheric
conditions.

(4) An assessment of required infrastruc-
ture investment at covered commercial air-
ports such that the number of weight restric-
tion hours under projected atmospheric con-
ditions is equivalent to the number of weight
restriction hours with current infrastructure
and route structure under baseline and cur-
rent atmospheric conditions.

(5) Recommendations for atmospheric and
climatic design requirements for future com-
mercial aircraft to account for projected at-
mospheric conditions.

(6) An analysis of impacts to operation,
maintenance, and sustainment costs and air-
craft performance of military aircraft due to
the differences identified under paragraph
Q).

(7) Atmospheric and climatic design re-
quirements for military aircraft, or other
equipment, which should be updated to ac-
count for current and projected atmospheric
conditions.

(8) Recommended updates or supplements
to atmospheric standards due to current at-
mospheric conditions.

(9) Criteria under which future updates or
supplements to atmospheric standards
should be made.

(d) TRANSMITTAL.—The Administrator of
the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-
istration shall transmit the results of the
study to the Committee on Science, Space,
and Technology and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, and the congressional defense
committees not later than 18 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AIRCRAFT PERFORMANCE.—The term
‘“‘aircraft performance’ includes the fol-
lowing:

(A) Range.

(B) Payload capacity.

(C) Runway length requirement.

(D) Climb rate.

(E) Turn rate.

(F) Operating altitude.

(G) Acceleration.

(2) ATMOSPHERIC STANDARDS.—The term
‘“‘atmospheric standards’” means the fol-
lowing:

(A) The United States Standard Atmos-
phere of 1976.

(B) MIL-HDBK-310, Climatic Information
to Determine Design and Test Requirements
for Military Systems and Equipment.

(C) Any other standard as determined by
the Administrator of the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration.

(3) BASELINE ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS.—
The term ‘‘baseline atmospheric conditions”
means the atmospheric conditions referred
to in the most recent release of an atmos-
pheric standard.

(4) COVERED COMMERCIAL AIRPORTS.—The
term ‘‘covered commercial airports’” means
the following:

(A) The 30 commercial service airports (as
such term is defined in section 47102(7) of
title 49, United States Code) with the most
passenger boardings in the most recent cal-
endar year ending before the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(B) The five public airports (as such term
is defined in section 47102(21) of title 49,
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United States Code) not described in clause
(i) with the highest all-cargo landed weight
in the most recent calendar year ending be-
fore the date of the enactment of this Act.

(6) COVERED COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT.—The
term ‘‘covered commercial aircraft’> means
the ten aircraft types still in production
with the highest number of operations at
covered commercial airports in the most re-
cent calendar year ending before the date of
the enactment of this Act.

(6) COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT.—The term
‘“‘commercial aircraft’” means an air carrier
operating under part 121 of title 14, Code of
Federal Regulations.

(7) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.—
The term ‘‘congressional defense commit-
tees” has the meaning given that term in
section 101(a)(16) of title 10, United States
Code.

(8) CURRENT ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS.—The
term ‘‘current atmospheric conditions”
means the atmospheric conditions observed
in the five most recent calendar years ending
before the date of the enactment of this Act.

(9) PROJECTED ATMOSPHERIC CONDITIONS.—
The term ‘‘projected atmospheric condi-
tions’” means the mean atmospheric condi-
tions projected by the International Panel
on Climate Change under the Sixth Assess-
ment Report in scenarios—

(A) SSP1-1.9;

(B) SSP1-2.6;

(C) SSP2-4.5;

(D) SSP3-7.0; and

(E) SSP5-8.5.

(10) MILITARY AIRCRAFT.—The term ‘‘mili-
tary aircraft’ means an aircraft that—

(A) is currently being developed, procured,
or operated by the Department of Defense;
and

(B) is a bomber, fighter, attack helicopter,
transport helicopter, strategic transport,
tactical transport, or surveillance aircraft.

(11) PASSENGER BOARDINGS.—The term
‘“‘passenger boardings’” has the meaning
given such term in section 47102(15) of title
49, United States Code.

(12) WEIGHT RESTRICTION HOUR.—The term
“weight restriction hour” means an hour
when the maximum temperature for that
hour matches or exceeds the weight-restric-
tion temperature threshold for a specific air-
craft.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 597, the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. GRAVES) and the
gentleman from Washington (Mr. LAR-
SEN) each will control 10 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Missouri.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in support of the bipartisan en
bloc. This en bloc contains 17 amend-
ments offered by my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle.

The en bloc includes amendments
that look to increase access to airspace
for its users. It reinforces staffing lev-
els and availability of advanced tech-
nology for air traffic controllers and
further enhances runway safety at air-
ports, along with a whole lot of other
things that are in the en bloc.

Mr. Chair, I thank my colleagues for
their work on these amendments. I am
proud to support this en bloc and en-
courage all Members to support it.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I rise in support of this en bloc.
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It includes a number of provisions that
will improve the bill, including:

A proposal from Representative MAN-
NING to advance the recommendations
of the Youth Access to the American
Jobs in Aviation Task Force, particu-
larly on increasing access to informa-
tion and enhancing collaboration;

A proposal led by Representative
ROUZER with bipartisan support to pro-
hibit the Department of Transpor-
tation from purchasing drones from
foreign adversaries, including Russia
and China;

A proposal led by Representative
DAVID SCOTT to increase the FAA’s
community outreach to aviation-im-
pacted communities;

A proposal by Representative
SHERRILL with bipartisan support for
the FAA to study national security im-
plications of unmanned free balloons
and the technical feasibility of having
an electronic emitter on board;

A proposal from Representatives
THOMPSON and VASQUEZ requiring the
DOT to study the loss of commercial
air service in small communities and
providing recommendations for restor-
ing that service; and

A critically important proposal from
Representatives YAKYM and TITUS to
ensure maximum air traffic controller
hiring for the next 5 years.

Mr. Chair, I urge all Members to sup-
port this en bloc amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Indiana (Mr. YAKYM).

Mr. YAKYM. Mr. Chair, I thank the
chairman for yielding and for his in-
credible work on this FAA reauthoriza-
tion bill. It has been a bipartisan expe-
rience working with Ranking Member
LARSEN, and I thank him, as well, for
his work on my amendments.

I thank them both for including
Yakym amendment 100 in this en bloc.
This amendment which was developed
in a bipartisan manner and partnership
with my colleague, Representative
TITUS from Nevada, extends the re-
quirement that the FAA take a maxi-
mal approach to hiring and training air
traffic controllers through the full life
of the reauthorization.

This summer, we have seen head-
lines, heard from constituents, and
maybe some of you have even experi-
enced delayed flights and the chaos
that that can bring—one big reason is
that we have 1,200 fewer fully certified
controllers than we did just 10 years
ago. Hiring isn’t keeping up with the
attrition, and short-staffed facilities
impose mandatory overtime and 6-day
workweeks, which isn’t sustainable for
the controllers we have.

An Inspector General report recently
found that the FAA ‘‘lacks a plan to
address’ the controller shortage.

The American traveling public needs
the FAA to pursue a sustained, long-
term commitment to maximum hiring
of air traffic controllers, and Congress
should require it.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support my amendment.
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Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
I yield 5 minutes to the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Chair,
I thank my good friend and colleague
for writing such an important bill, and
I thank Chairman GRAVES and Mr.
LARSEN for the great cooperation be-
tween both sides of the aisle.

Mr. Chair, my amendment, cospon-
sored by JEFF VAN DREW and Dr. ANDY
HARRIS, requires the President or his
designee to certify that offshore wind
turbine projects in the North Atlantic
and Mid-Atlantic Planning Areas will
not ‘“‘weaken, degrade, interfere with,
or nullify the capability of radar relied
upon by the FAA or the Armed
Forces.”

It would also require the DOT IG to
conduct a comprehensive review of the
sufficiency of the process used to ap-
prove offshore wind projects in areas
critical to air travel and national secu-
rity.

Many of us, Mr. Chair, are deeply
concerned over the safety, efficacy, and
likely deleterious environmental im-
pact of embedding some 3,400 ocean
wind turbines, each the size of the
Chrysler Building in New York City,
off our coast.

We have serious, well-founded con-
cerns that offshore wind turbines will
interfere with radar capabilities and,
as a direct consequence, create a dan-
gerous and potentially catastrophic
impact on both military and commer-
cial aviation activities, as well as heli-
copters used by the Coast Guard to
save lives.

Offshore wind development will af-
fect some of the busiest airspace in the
country, including the areas sur-
rounding New York, Boston, Philadel-
phia, and Washington, which contain
major international airports, dozens of
smaller airports, and several military
and Coast Guard aviation facilities.

Mr. Chair, the Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management’s radar interference
analysis from August of 2020 stated:
“The research team found that the pro-
posed and hypothetical wind farms are
within the line of sight of 36 radar sys-
tems, indicating that they will gen-
erate interference to these radars
under normal atmospheric conditions”
and ‘‘future offshore wind energy in-
stallations off the Atlantic Coast may
impact land-based radar systems.”

Additionally, in 2017, the interagency
Ground-Based Coastal Air Surveillance
Wind Turbine-Radar Interference Vul-
nerability Study found that: ‘‘Offshore
wind turbines may pose unique impacts
to coastal radar systems given the dif-
ferences in propagation of radar signals
over the ocean versus land, as well as
the larger size of offshore wind tur-
bines compared to land-based wind tur-
bines.”

This particular analysis, I would
point out, relied on the Block Island
Wind Farm off the coast of Rhode Is-
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land whose turbines are 589 feet tall.
The turbines slated for installation off
the New Jersey and New York coast are
significantly higher, approximately
1,000 feet. They are huge, and they will
affect radar.

The DOD has expressed serious con-
cerns over offshore wind development
off the Virginia coast. How does that
apply to us and to commercial avia-
tion, which is, again, the gist of this
amendment?

I have personally, Mr. Chair, read
several of the major impact studies for
these projects, and they confidently,
almost arrogantly, suggest and assert
that problems that might arise can be
“mitigated.”

Really? Then support my amendment
and ensure that that’s the case and
that we do our due diligence.

A 2022 comprehensive study by the
National Academy of Sciences found
that: “Wind turbine generator mitiga-
tion techniques have not been’—I em-
phasize ‘‘have not been’—‘‘substan-
tially investigated, implemented, ma-
tured, or deployed.”

Additionally, the NAS found that
wind turbine generator returns obfus-
cate even marine vessel radar. That is
not the subject here, but it is radar.
Therefore, it leads to false images
when vessels are traversing our oceans.

Mr. Chair, allies, including Taiwan,
Japan, Finland, and Sweden, have halt-
ed certain offshore wind turbine
projects due to objections from their
armed services. An article last year in
the Taiwan News said: ‘“The military
has confirmed wind turbines could
interfere with the surface-to-air mis-
sile systems deployed in the north-
western coast of Taiwan. The low-fre-
quency noise generated by the turbines
is likely to affect the reflected radio
waves that phased array radars need to
detect signals of missiles or aircraft.”
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That is very serious. This wall will
make us blind potentially. It will in-
hibit our ability to see what is going
on. Again, there is so much commercial
aircraft, and they need to have unfet-
tered ability to traverse the skies.

Finally, no matter where any of my
colleagues stand on offshore wind, a
certification by the President or his
designee—and the due diligence that
that will require—that offshore wind
turbines do not weaken, degrade, inter-
fere with, or nullify the capability of
radar relied on by the FAA is both pru-
dent and it is absolutely necessary.

Mr. Chair, I thank the distinguished
chairman for including this in his en
bloc amendment.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I recommend that folks vote for
this en bloc, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
before I close, I will take a moment to
thank Ranking Member LARSEN. He
has been a great partner to work with
in this process. I also thank the Avia-
tion Subcommittee Chairman GARRET
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GRAVES and Ranking Member STEVE
COHEN for their hard work on this, too.
The FAA’s reauthorization expires at
the end of September, and this is truly
a bipartisan product. This en bloc re-
flects that. The underlying bill is sup-
ported by over a thousand stake-
holders, including national organiza-
tions, companies, pilot groups, airlines,
airports, individual leaders in the avia-
tion community, and so many more.

Mr. Chair, I appreciate the work that
has gone into this product, and once
again, I thank the staff on both sides of
the aisle.

This bill is vital to America’s airport
infrastructure, to our economy, and to
the future of American leadership in
aviation.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the en bloc amendment and the
bill on final passage a little bit later
this morning.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendments en bloc offered by
the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendments en bloc
offered by the gentleman from Mis-
souri will be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 76 printed
in part A of House Report 118-147.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 94, beginning on line 23, strike sec-
tion 206.

Page 96, beginning on line 1, strike section
207.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 597, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, this amend-
ment strikes sections 206 and 207 of the
underlying bill that restricts the sale
of reserved N-Numbers for profit, or as
the underlying bill calls it, N-Number
profiteering.

Instead of addressing the real pres-
sures and pressing issues facing the
aviation industry, such as serious staff-
ing shortages—pilots, controllers, em-
ployees of the FAA, mechanics, et
cetera—that are causing massive
delays and cancellations all around the
country, Congress feels the need to
interfere with small businesses trans-
ferring and selling N-Numbers. What
an egregious crime.

For those who don’t know, N-Num-
bers are the clearly marked registra-
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tion numbers for civil aircraft within
the United States. They are transfer-
able and reusable. When you see an air-
plane go by that says N123456 on the
tail, that is the N-Number. When the
aircraft identifies itself to air traffic
control, it says, ‘‘Air traffic control,
this is November 12345 inbound,” or
whatever.

Currently, small businesses have
sprung up that reserve and sell these
N-Numbers, providing aircraft owners
with the ability to obtain their desired
N-Number, much like a vanity plate on
a car, while allowing these
businessowners to make a living.

These private transactions between
consenting parties provide value to
both the buyer and the seller. Other-
wise, these transactions just wouldn’t
happen.

Unless the plane owner seeks a spe-
cific N-Number, they are able to get
one of the 454,910 N-Numbers currently
available for reservation directly from
the FAA for $10 apiece. They can get
them right now for $10. None of that
has changed. In other words, no one is
forcing anyone to do business with the
N-Number brokers unless they want to.

The practice of reserving and selling
these N-Numbers is not harming any-
one. Instead, it is an innovative com-
mercial venture providing value to all
parties. It certainly is not something
for Congress to be interfering with and
bothering itself with over the behest of
private plane owners.

This amendment removes this gross
government overreach and allows free-
dom of enterprise in America to con-
tinue.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
stand up for the market, protect con-
tractual freedom, and support this

amendment.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.

Chair, I claim time in opposition to the
amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. GRAVES), the chairman of the full
committee.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
I rise in opposition to amendment No.
76 that is offered by Mr. PERRY. This
amendment proposes to strike two pro-
visions in the bill that seek to make
fairer the process of reserving aircraft
registration numbers, also known as N-
Numbers.

The bill also prevents individuals
from profiting from the sale or transfer
of an N-Number that is otherwise sold,
as was pointed out, by the FAA for $10.

What do I mean by that? There are
people out there who scoop up N-Num-
bers from the FAA for $10 using auto-
mated software. What that does is if
you are making a transfer and buy a
different airplane, and you want to
keep the same N-Number, you will be
blocked in many cases because of the
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automated software. They hold hostage
that particular N-Number and offer it
for sale for thousands or tens of thou-
sands of dollars in some cases, depend-
ing on what the N-Number is.

As was pointed out, we are inter-
rupting freedom of enterprise. Pirating
is also an enterprise. We make it ille-
gal. Why do we make it illegal? Be-
cause it should be illegal.

If you use the logic of this amend-
ment, why are we interfering? Why
would the government interfere if
somebody is just trying to have free-
dom of enterprise when it comes to
pirating or anything else, for that mat-
ter, that is illegal? It is just individ-
uals trying to make a living.

The logic is flawed, and we need to
keep this provision in the bill.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I appreciate
the chairman of the full committee and
his perspective on this. Nobody likes
the pirating or the abuse, so to speak,
of the system, but to disallow it alto-
gether is not the answer.

To me, this is Congress, and if this is
such an egregious problem, then we can
handle the software issue directly
without destroying an industry that is
obviously good for the buyer and the
seller.

Quite honestly, I don’t know how
many of us who have bought and sold a
car and transferred the license number
said: ‘“‘Oh, my goodness, if I don’t have
the same license number, well, I can’t
sell the car.” I am not really worried
about the license number. I just need
to be able to drive the car.

If it is such a problem, why don’t we
address that portion of the problem
and not cut everybody out of the deal?

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I don’t know that I could add
much to Chairman GRAVES’ comments.
He clearly is a leader—if not the lead-
er—on aviation in this Congress. He
has more expertise on the vagaries of
the general aviation airplane market,
and I stand behind his comments.

Mr. Chair, I will address a comment
made earlier by the proponent of the
amendment, and that was the implica-
tion that this bill seems to be only
about this issue when we should be
dealing with air traffic controller staff-
ing, pilot staffing, or manufacturing.

I have said that this bill is not about
issue A, issue B, or issue C. This bill is
a whole alphabet of issues that we have
to deal with with the FAA.

In fact, this bill does address air traf-
fic controller staffing by requiring the
FAA to staff up to the maximum num-
ber, according to the staffing model
that the FAA has.

It makes investments in the aviation
workforce with aviation workforce de-
velopment programs to increase the
amount of talent in the pipeline for pi-
lots, maintenance workers, and manu-
facturing workers in aviation.

It makes critical changes and im-
provements to accessibility for people
who are wheelchair-bound or need to
use mobility aids when they travel.
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To imply this bill is only about one
issue, and this particular issue, is not
an accurate description at all of this
legislation nor of the work of the full
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee to bring this bill to the
floor to get the FAA reauthorized.

Mr. Chair, I wanted to make sure
that goes on record as part of this de-
bate, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I acknowl-
edge that the bill is not only about this
issue, but the pressing issues that we
have, the ones that you already talked
about, I would say that the bill could
do a lot more on those issues. Those
are the things that concern the Amer-
ican people: safety, access, and can-
celed flights.

I will tell you that it is great that we
are mandating the FAA to do some-
thing. We are mandating that the
American people have to do something.
We are mandating that the FAA fully
complement controllers.

That doesn’t mean controllers are
coming out of school. That doesn’t
mean controllers want to take the job.
You can mandate it all you want, but if
the people aren’t willing to do the job
or are not available to do the job, they
are not going to be there to do the job.
I see that as a wholly inadequate re-
sponse and solution to a pressing prob-
lem that I predict is going to get worse
between now and the next 5-year reau-
thorization.

Mr. Chair, I urge adoption of this
amendment. I think it is a good amend-
ment. If we have to deal with the other
problem directly, then let’s deal di-
rectly with the other problem of the
software and not punish everybody.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to how much
time I have remaining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
has 1%2 minutes remaining.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I yield 1%2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. GRAVES).

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Chair, I thank my friend, Congressman
RICK LARSEN, for yielding.

Mr. Chair, yesterday, I had a chance
to talk about this legislation and talk
about the fact that there has been an
input process that has gone on for well
over a year. This legislation is in ex-
cess of 840 pages and has achieved nu-
merous bipartisan wins on things that
are advancing aviation safety and the
aviation industry in the United States.

There are a number of people behind
the scenes who have put tremendous
hours of blood, sweat, and tears into
this bill. I will take a minute to thank
the following folks: Hunter Presti,
Laney Copeland, Julie Devine, Chris
Senn, Andrew Giacini, Will Moore,
Jack Ruddy, Corey Cooke, Abby Wenk,
Leslie Parker, Brian Bell, Alex
Menardy, Liz Forro, Adam Weiss,
Kathy Dedrick, and Stanton Johnson,
as well as our own deputy chief of staff,
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Maggie Ayrea, for all the work that
they did to put this legislation to-
gether.
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I remind this body, Mr. Chairman,
that this bill passed out of the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee on a unanimous vote. I will
be the first to admit that, certainly,
there are some imperfections—and my
friend from Pennsylvania believes he
has identified one—but this legislation
is really just a tremendous step for-
ward for the aviation industry in the
United States.

I, again, thank Mr. LARSEN. SAM
GRAVES did an amazing job, as well as
Congressman COHEN for their partner-
ship on this bill.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PERRY).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Chair,
I demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will
be postponed.

AMENDMENT NO. 77 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 77 printed
in part A of House Report 118-147.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Strike section 802 and insert the following:
SEC. 802. REINSTATEMENT OF PRE-PANDEMIC

TELEWORK POLICIES, PRACTICES,
AND LEVELS FOR EXECUTIVE AGEN-
CIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration shall reinstate and apply the
telework policies, practices, and levels of the
agency as in effect on December 31, 2019, and
may not expand any such policy, practices,
or levels until the date on which the Admin-
istration plan is submitted to Congress with
a certification by the Director of the Office
of Personnel Management under subsection
(o).

(b) STUDY, PLAN, AND CERTIFICATION RE-
GARDING EXECUTIVE AGENCY TELEWORK POLI-
CIES, PRACTICES, AND LEVELS FOR EXECUTIVE
AGENCIES.—Not later than 6 months after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Adminis-
trator, in consultation with the Director,
shall submit to Congress—

(1) a study on the impacts on the agency
and its mission of expanding telework by its
employees during the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic
that commenced in 2019, including an anal-
ysis of—

(A) any adverse impacts of that expansion
on the agency’s performance of its mission,
including the performance of customer serv-
ice by the agency;

(B) any costs to the agency during that ex-
pansion attributable to—
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(i) owning, leasing, or maintaining under-
utilized real property; or

(i1) paying higher rates of locality pay to
teleworking employees as a result of incor-
rectly classifying such employees as tele-
workers rather than remote workers;

(C) any degree to which the agency failed
during that expansion to provide tele-
working employees with secure network ca-
pacity, communications tools, necessary and
secure access to appropriate agency data as-
sets and Federal records, and equipment suf-
ficient to enable each such employee to be
fully productive;

(D) any degree to which that expansion fa-
cilitated dispersal of the agency workforce
around the Nation; and

(E) any other impacts of that expansion
that the agency or the Director considers ap-
propriate;

(2) the Administration plan to expand
telework policies, practices, or levels beyond
those in place as a result of subsection (a);
and

(3) a certification by the Director that
such plan will—

(A) have a substantial positive effect on—

(i) the performance of the agency’s mis-
sion, including the performance of customer
service;

(ii) increasing the level of dispersal of
agency personnel throughout the Nation;
and

(iii) the reversal of any adverse impact set
forth pursuant to paragraph (1)(D);

(B) substantially lower the agency’s costs
of owning, leasing, or maintaining real prop-
erty;

(C) substantially lower the agency’s costs
attributable to paying locality pay to agency
personnel working from locations outside
the pay locality of their position’s official
worksite; and

(D) ensure that teleworking employees will
be provided with secure network capacity,
communications tools, necessary and secure
access to appropriate agency data assets and
Federal records, and equipment sufficient to
enable each such employee to be fully pro-
ductive, without substantially increasing the
agency’s overall costs for secure network ca-
pacity, communications tools, and equip-
ment.

(4) LIMITATION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may
not implement the plan submitted under
paragraph (2) unless a certification by the
Director was issued under paragraph (3).

(B) SUBSEQUENT PLANS.—In the event an
initial agency plan submitted under para-
graph (2) fails to receive such certification,
the agency may submit to the Director sub-
sequent plans until such certification is re-
ceived, and submit such plan and certifi-
cation to Congress.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the term ‘‘agency’” has the meaning
given the term ‘‘Executive agency’ in sec-
tion 105 of title 5, United States Code;

(2) the term ‘‘Director” means the Director
of the Office of Personnel Management;

(3) the term ‘‘locality pay’ means locality
pay provided for under section 5304 or 5304a
of such title; and

(4) the terms ‘‘telework’” and ‘‘tele-
working’ have the meaning given those
terms in section 6501 of such title, and in-
clude remote work.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 597, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, I don’t
think many of our constituents have a
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high opinion of Washington, D.C., bu-
reaucrats. Congressional staff spend
hours helping constituents just get a
human being on the telephone to get
answers from agencies like Social Se-
curity or the IRS.

A  recently released GAO report
showed that 17 of the 24 Federal agen-
cies in GAOQO’s review used an estimated
average of 2b percent or less of their
headquarters buildings’ capacity in a 3-
week sample period, which means 75
percent of the building is empty.

These are headquarters, to be clear,
not field offices in the middle of no-
where. This is where the people are,
generally speaking, in Washington,
D.C., actually.

The Republican Conference has un-
dergone a concerted effort to ensure
that these bureaucrats actually do
their work in the office.

In the first few weeks of this Con-
gress, we passed the SHOW UP Act—
which passed the House on a bipartisan
basis with all but one member of the
Republican Conference and three
Democrats—that would simply require
agencies to reinstate the telework poli-
cies in effect on December 31, 2019, and
require approval of OMB for further ex-
pansion of telework policies.

This bill, as written, allows the FAA
to implement out-of-control telework
policies for FAA employees during a
time when workforce issues—both at
the FAA and in the aviation industry
broadly—are hindering the efficient
movement of the flying public.

In my view, this is unwise and is the
exact opposite direction that we should
be going.

This amendment applies the policies
of the SHOW UP Act to only the FAA.
This is a commonsense policy upon
which the House has already voted and
voted in an overwhelmingly bipartisan
basis.

Mr. Chairman, I urge support, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I rise in opposition to the
amendment offered by Representative
PERRY.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. As Rep-
resentative PERRY knows, he is show-
ing great leadership on the T&I sub-
committee that oversees public build-
ing use, economic development, and
emergency management. In fact, we
had a hearing last week with a couple
of witnesses to discuss the very issue of
office use space with the General Serv-
ices Administration.

There is quite a bit of agreement on
the committee right now about the
fact that we have a problem of empty
office space and there is not a good
alignment between the use of the space
and telework policies. We are trying to
get the GSA, the General Services Ad-
ministration, to take a look at that
hard and come up with a better bal-
ance.

Representative PERRY is leading that
effort, and I congratulate him for that.
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It is because of his leadership on that
that we have some bipartisan agree-
ment approaching that issue.

That said, the FAA telework policies
that are under fire from this amend-
ment existed prior to COVID-19, and
they exist today. The FAA itself—as
many agencies are—is trying to find
that new balance post-COVID. I con-
tinue to support the agency’s ability to
establish and revise, as needed, their
commonsense telework policies.

We have achieved a bipartisan, com-
monsense approach to dealing with and
overseeing FAA telework coming out
of this pandemic, and I urge Members
to reject this amendment, which will
take us backward.

Section 802 of the underlying bill ad-
dresses the core concern that Rep-
resentative PERRY has presented in
this amendment, that the FAA should
review the agency’s telework policies.
The underlying bill ensures FAA con-
siders in its review aviation safety, em-
ployee training, the global leadership
of U.S. aviation and performing over-
sight responsibilities.

Creating additional burdensome re-
quirements on the FAA, as con-
templated in the amendment, to get
OMB approval for any telework policy
changes will hinder FAA’s ability to
adapt to changing conditions.

This bill has already given the FAA a
lot of things to do, and it doesn’t seem
to make sense to give them more to do
when they are already, essentially, try-
ing to get done what the spirit of the
underlying bill is asking it to do.

This amendment would also undercut
the FAA’s existing collective bar-
gaining agreements and force it to take
up valuable time renegotiating these
agreements when it should be focusing
on its critical safety work.

Additionally, this amendment up-
grades the FAA’s ability to create a
competitive workplace so we can at-
tract people into the FAA and attract
new talent.

For these reasons, Mr. Chair, I am
opposing the amendment, and I encour-
age my colleagues to do the same. I re-
tain my commitment to working with
Representative PERRY in his role as the
chair of the subcommittee to continue
looking at how we can get the GSA to
best balance the use of federally owned
office space and leased space with the
Federal employee workforce.

Mr. Chair, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, I thank
my friend for his comments regarding
our work in the subcommittee.

Mr. Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to
my good friend from Virginia (Mr.
GOOD).

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman,
I am proud to rise in support of the
amendment offered by my friend from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) that is ap-
propriately titled the SHOW UP
amendment.

Isn’t that the minimum standard—to
show up—to come to work, especially
when you are on the Federal dole paid
by the taxpayer?
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This amendment would ensure that
the staff of the FAA do what most
Americans probably assume that they
are already doing and actually go back
to work.

It requires the FAA to comply with
the SHOW UP Act.

The problem, as Mr. PERRY has al-
ready mentioned, with these Federal
agencies—have you ever tried to get a
passport recently or a visa recently
and need help with a Federal agency?

The employees are not at work.

The SHOW TUP Act was already
passed with bipartisan support earlier
this Congress, and this commonsense
amendment requires agencies to return
to the policies that were in place as of
December of 2019, just 3% years ago.

It also stipulates that agencies may
not arbitrarily expand telework poli-
cies unless the Office of Personnel
Management deems that it would have
a significant, positive impact on the
agency’s mission. It is hard to imagine
how that would truly be the case.

Removing the FAA’s ability to per-
petuate its current relaxed telework
policy simply puts the FAA on the
same footing as its counterparts in the
private sector and requires these Fed-
eral employees to do what the civilians
they are purportedly there to serve are
required to do: show up to work every
day.

The China virus has long dissipated,
and it is time for the FAA employees
to resume their normal day-to-day du-
ties in the office, and it is ridiculous
that we have to try to force this to
happen.

Mr. Chairman, I will give you some
stats.

An October 2022 survey by the OPM
of 558,000 Federal employees revealed
that 20 percent never report to a phys-
ical office, while 46 percent come to the
office some of the time.

Unfortunately, unions like the Amer-
ican Federation of Government Em-
ployees—a government union should be
illegal, by the way—are fighting to
keep America’s Federal employees at
home permanently.

The Acting CHAIR. The time of the
gentleman has expired.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chair, I yield such
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman.

Mr. GOOD of Virginia. Mr. Chairman,
another survey from the OPM found
that 80 percent of managers in Federal
agencies report they are managing a
poorly performing staff and it is nearly
impossible to take actions like demot-
ing or firing them, thanks to the gov-
ernment unions.

The problem is even worse when you
consider a May Federal News Network
Survey showed that only 8 percent of
Federal employees are coming in to
work—=8 percent every day.

Mr. Chairman, when there is an un-
fortunate incident that happens at the
FAA, we need these FAA employees on-
site and ready to respond to do every-
thing they can to remediate the situa-
tion.
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My constituents go to work every
day, and, Mr. Chairman, your constitu-
ents go to work every day. They don’t
want to pay the salaries of Federal em-
ployees who don’t have to show up to
work.

Again, it is hard to believe we have
to have an amendment to require this,
but this amendment should pass, and I
hope all my colleagues will support it.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, may I inquire as to the time re-
maining.

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman
has 1% minutes remaining.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, first off, I want to be clear. I
think government unions should be
legal. They are legal in the United
States, and I am very pleased they are
legal so those unions can represent the
women and men who go to work every
day on behalf of the taxpaying public
to do their job in service.

In that vein, too, there is no indica-
tion that FAA employees are en bloc
not showing up to go to work. They
may not be going to the workplace be-
cause we have telework policies in
place. That does not equate—it does
not equate to people not doing the
work that we ask of them. In fact, this
bill, the FAA reauthorization bill, the
Securing Growth and Robust Leader-
ship in the American Aviation Act,
asks the FAA to do even more to im-
prove the already gold standard that
we have in U.S. aviation in the United
States.

We are giving the FAA employees
plenty to do, and our committee will
commit to ensuring that the FAA does
just that through our oversight respon-
sibilities.

Mr. Chair, with my remaining time I
do want to thank the chair of the full
committee, SAM GRAVES, for his leader-
ship to get us to this point. We are on
the verge of passing a comprehensive,
bipartisan, negotiated-in-good-faith,
important, policy-based bill, I presume
in a bipartisan manner, which may not
make the news because it wasn’t excit-
ing enough for the news. We pride our-
selves on being a boring committee and
a workhorse committee, just trying to
get our work done, and SAM GRAVES, in
my view, deserves all the credit for
that work and the great work of his
team to make that happen.

I thank the team standing behind me
on the committee staff, as well for
their work to help make this happen.
They are a critical part of ensuring
that we got to this point today.

Should we pass this bill, we have
some work to do with the other body
and White House, but I expect that we
will do that.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
PERRY).

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr.
Chair, I demand a recorded vote.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania will
be postponed.

The Chair understands that amend-
ment No. 98 will not be offered.

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
clause 6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will
now resume on those amendments
printed in part A of House Report 118-
147 on which further proceedings were
postponed, in the follow order:

Amendments en bloc No. 4 by Mr.
GRAVES of Missouri.

Amendment No. 76 by Mr. PERRY of
Pennsylvania.

Amendment No. 77 by Mr. PERRY of
Pennsylvania.

The Chair will reduce to 2 minutes
the minimum time for any electronic
vote after the first vote in this series.

AMENDMENTS EN BLOC NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR.

GRAVES OF MISSOURI

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendments en bloc printed in
part A of House Report 118-147 offered
by the gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GRAVES) on which further proceedings
were postponed and on which the ayes
prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendments en bloc.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ments en bloc.

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 348, noes 57,
not voting 34, as follows:

[Roll No. 361]

the

AYES—348
Adams Calvert D’Esposito
Aderholt Caraveo Davids (KS)
Aguilar Carbajal Davidson
Alford Cardenas Davis (NC)
Allen Carey De La Cruz
Allred Carl DeGette
Amodei Carson DeLauro
Arrington Carter (GA) DelBene
Auchincloss Carter (LA) Deluzio
Babin Cartwright DeSaulnier
Bacon Case DesJarlais
Baird Casten Diaz-Balart
Balderson Castor (FL) Dingell
Balint Castro (TX) Doggett
Banks Chavez-DeRemer Donalds
Barr Cherfilus- Duarte
Bean (FL) McCormick Duncan
Beatty Chu Dunn (FL)
Bentz Ciscomani Edwards
Bera Clark (MA) Ellzey
Bergman Cleaver Emmer
Bice Cline Escobar
Bilirakis Clyburn Eshoo
Bishop (GA) Cohen Estes
Bishop (NC) Cole Evans
Blumenauer Collins Ezell
Boebert Comer Fallon
Bonamici Connolly Feenstra
Bost Correa Ferguson
Brown Costa Finstad
Brownley Craig Fischbach
Buchanan Crawford Fitzgerald
Bucshon Crenshaw Fitzpatrick
Budzinski Crockett Fleischmann
Burgess Crow Fletcher
Burlison Curtis Flood
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Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fry
Fulcher
Gallagher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia, Mike
Gimenez
Golden (ME)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gooden (TX)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Greene (GA)
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (LA)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huizenga
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
James
Jeffries
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)

Barragan
Beyer
Biggs
Blunt Rochester
Bowman
Brecheen
Buck
Burchett
Bush

Casar
Clarke (NY)
Clyde
Crane
Davis (IL)
Espaillat
Frost

Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Lynch
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
MecClain
McClellan
MecClintock
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
Meeks
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norton
Nunn (IA)
Palmer
Panetta
Pappas
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Perry
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Posey
Quigley
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Rutherford

NOES—57

Gaetz

Garcia (IL)
Garcia, Robert
Gomez

Good (VA)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Griffith
Grijalva
Grothman
Higgins (NY)
Jackson (TX)
Jayapal

Kim (NJ)
Lee (CA)

Lee (PA)
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Ryan
Sablan
Salazar
Salinas
Santos
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Self
Sessions
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Spartz
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Stewart
Strickland
Strong
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Timmons
Titus
Tokuda
Torres (CA)
Torres (NY)
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Vargas
Vasquez
Veasey
Velazquez
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz
Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Wild
Williams (GA)
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (FL)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Luna
McGovern
Menendez
Nadler
Norman
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Ogles
Omar
Pallone
Pascrell
Pressley
Ramirez
Raskin
Rosendale
Sanchez
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Schakowsky Tiffany Trahan
Smith (WA) Tlaib Waters
Steube Tonko Watson Coleman
NOT VOTING—34
Armstrong Granger Moylan
Boyle (PA) Houlahan Norcross
Cammack Huffman Owens
Carter (TX) Hunt Payne
Cloud Issa Plaskett
Courtney Johnson (GA) Radewagen
Cuellar Johnson (LA) Roy
Dean (PA) Jordan Scanlon
Gallego Lesko Wasserman
Garcia (TX) Mace Schultz
Goldman (NY) Massie
Gonzalez-Colon McHenry Wexton
0 1020
Messrs. GOSAR, ESPAILLAT,

GOTTHEIMER, Mrs.

RAMIREZ, Mr.

RASKIN, Mses. BLUNT ROCHESTER,
CLARKE of New York, Messrs.
GROTHMAN, and TONKO changed
their vote from ‘‘aye’ to ‘“‘no.”

Messrs. HORSFORD, LAWLER, Ms.
WILSON of Florida, and Mr. MEUSER
changed their vote from ‘““no”’ to ‘‘aye.”

So the en bloc amendments were
agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

AMENDMENT NO. 76 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY

The Acting CHAIR (Mr. FRY). The
unfinished business is the demand for a
recorded vote on amendment No. 76,
printed in part A of House Report 118-
147 offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY), on which
further proceedings were postponed and
on which the ayes prevailed by voice
vote.

The Clerk will
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

redesignate the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 64, noes 329,
not voting 46, as follows:

[Roll No. 362]

AYES—64
Aderholt Fulcher Moore (AL)
Allen Gaetz Ogles
Babin Good (VA) Owens
Banks Gosar Palmer
Biggs Green (TN) Perry
Bishop (NC) Greene (GA) Posey
Brecheen Griffith Reschenthaler
Buck Hageman
Burchett Harris ISLosendale
antos

Burgess Harshbarger

A Self
Burlison Hern .
carl Higgins (LA) Sessions
Cline Houchin Spartz
Cloud Hudson Steube
Clyde Jackson (TX) Strong
Comer LaMalfa Tiffany
Crane Lesko Van Drew
Davidson Luna Waltz
Duncan Luttrell Weber (TX)
Franklin, C. McClintock Webster (FL)

Scott McCormick Williams (TX)
Fry Mooney Zinke
NOES—329

Adams Arrington Balint
Aguilar Auchincloss Barr
Alford Bacon Barragan
Allred Baird Bean (FL)
Amodei Balderson Beatty

Bentz
Bera
Bergman
Beyer
Bice
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bost
Bowman
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Bucshon
Budzinski
Bush
Calvert
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Duarte
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Gallagher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcla (IL)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Golden (ME)

Gomez
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gooden (TX)
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al (TX)
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kiley
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler
Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Letlow
Levin
Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lynch
Magaziner
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Moore (UT)
Moore (WI)
Morelle

Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Murphy
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Norton
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez
Raskin
Rogers (AL)
Rose

Ross
Rouzer
Ruppersberger
Rutherford
Ryan
Sablan
Salazar
Salinas
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Scholten
Schrier
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sewell
Sherman
Sherrill
Simpson
Slotkin
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (WA)
Smucker
Sorensen
Soto
Spanberger
Stansbury
Stanton
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil
Stevens
Stewart
Strickland
Swalwell
Sykes
Takano
Tenney
Thanedar
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Timmons
Titus

Tlaib
Tokuda
Tonko
Torres (NY)
Trahan
Trone
Turner
Underwood
Valadao
Van Duyne
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Van Orden Waters Wilson (FL)
Vargas Watson Coleman Wilson (SC)
Vasquez Wenstrup Wittman
Veasey Westerman Womack
Velazquez Wild Yakym
Wagner Williams (GA)
Walberg Williams (NY)

NOT VOTING—46
Armstrong Grijalva Norcross
Boebert Houlahan Norman
Boyle (PA) Issa Payne
Cammack Johnson (GA) Plaskett
Carter (TX) Johnson (LA) Radewagen

Casar Jordan Rodgers (WA)
Courtney Kim (CA) Rogers (KY)
Cuellar Loudermilk Roy

Dean (PA) Mace Ruiz

Donalds Malliotakis Scanlon
Fitzgerald Massie

Gallego McCaul Thompson (PA)

Garcia (TX)

Miller (IL)

Torres (CA)

Goldman (NY) Miller-Meeks Wasserman
Gonzalez-Colon Moran Schultz
Wexton

Granger Moylan

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

O 1023

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. ROY. Mr. Chair, had | been present, |
would have voted “no” on rollcall No. 361 and
“aye” on rollcall No. 362.

AMENDMENT NO. 77 OFFERED BY MR. PERRY

The Acting CHAIR. The unfinished
business is the demand for a recorded
vote on amendment No. 77, printed in
part A of House Report 118-147 offered
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. PERRY), on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which
the ayes prevailed by voice vote.

The Clerk will redesignate
amendment.

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment.

the

RECORDED VOTE

The Acting CHAIR. A recorded vote
has been demanded.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The Acting CHAIR. This will be a 2-
minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 195, noes 226,
not voting 18, as follows:

[Roll No. 363]

AYES—195
Aderholt Burgess Emmer
Alford Burlison Estes
Allen Calvert Ezell
Amodei Cammack Fallon
Armstrong Carl Feenstra
Arrington Carter (GA) Ferguson
Babin Carter (TX) Finstad
Bacon Ciscomani Fischbach
Baird Cline Fitzgerald
Balderson Cloud Fleischmann
Banks Clyde Flood
Barr Collins Foxx
Bean (FL) Comer Franklin, C.
Bentz Crane Scott
Bergman Crawford Fry
Bice Crenshaw Fulcher
Biggs Curtis Gaetz
Bilirakis Davidson Gallagher
Bishop (NC) De La Cruz Garcia, Mike
Boebert DesJarlais Gimenez
Bost Donalds Good (VA)
Brecheen Duarte Gooden (TX)
Buchanan Duncan Gosar
Buck Dunn (FL) Green (TN)
Bucshon Edwards Greene (GA)
Burchett Ellzey Griffith
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Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harris
Harshbarger
Hern

Higgins (LA)
Hill

Hinson
Houchin
Hudson
Huizenga
Hunt
Jackson (TX)
James
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan

Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kiley

Kim (CA)
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Langworthy
Latta
LaTurner
Lee (FL)
Lesko
Letlow
Loudermilk
Luetkemeyer
Luna
Luttrell
Malliotakis

Adams
Aguilar
Allred
Auchincloss
Balint
Barragan
Beatty
Bera
Beyer
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Bonamici
Bowman
Brown
Brownley
Budzinski
Bush
Caraveo
Carbajal
Cardenas
Carey
Carson
Carter (LA)
Cartwright
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Chu
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Connolly
Correa
Costa
Craig
Crockett
Crow
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Dayvis (IL)
Dayvis (NC)
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
Dingell
Doggett

Mann
Massie
Mast
McCaul
McClain
MecClintock
McCormick
Meuser
Miller (IL)
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (AL)
Moore (UT)
Moran
Murphy
Nehls
Newhouse
Norman
Nunn (IA)
Obernolte
Ogles
Owens
Palmer
Pence
Perry
Pfluger
Posey
Reschenthaler
Rogers (AL)
Rose
Rosendale
Rouzer
Roy
Rutherford
Salazar
Santos

NOES—226

Escobar
Eshoo
Espaillat
Evans
Fitzpatrick
Fletcher
Foster
Foushee
Frankel, Lois
Frost
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia (TX)
Garcia, Robert
Golden (ME)
Goldman (NY)
Gomez
Gongzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al (TX)
Grijalva
Harder (CA)
Hayes
Higgins (NY)
Himes
Horsford
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Huffman
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (GA)
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kamlager-Dove
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Khanna
Kiggans (VA)
Kildee
Kilmer
Kim (NJ)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Landsman
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Scalise
Schweikert
Scott, Austin
Self
Sessions
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Spartz
Stauber
Steel
Stefanik
Steil

Steube
Stewart
Strong
Tenney
Tiffany
Timmons
Turner
Valadao

Van Drew
Van Duyne
Van Orden
Wagner
Walberg
Waltz

Weber (TX)
Webster (FL)
Wenstrup
Westerman
Williams (NY)
Williams (TX)
Wilson (SC)
Wittman
Womack
Yakym
Zinke

Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Lawler
Lee (CA)
Lee (NV)
Lee (PA)
Leger Fernandez
Levin

Lieu
Lofgren
Lucas
Lynch
Magaziner
Manning
Matsui
McBath
McClellan
McCollum
McGarvey
McGovern
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meng
Mfume
Molinaro
Moore (WI)
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Mullin
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nickel
Norton
Ocasio-Cortez
Omar
Pallone
Panetta
Pappas
Pascrell
Pelosi
Peltola
Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Phillips
Pingree
Plaskett
Pocan
Porter
Pressley
Quigley
Ramirez

Raskin Simpson Tokuda

Rogers (KY) Slotkin Tonko

Ross Smith (WA) Torres (CA)

Ruiz Smucker Torres (NY)

Ruppersberger Sorensen Trahan

Ryan Soto Trone

Salinas Stamsbary  Upderwood

ury

Sanchez Stanton xargas
asquez

Sarbanes Stevens Veasey

Schakowsky Strickland ;

Schiff Swalwell Velazquez

Schneider Sykes Wasserman

Scholten Takano Schultz

Schrier Thanedar Waters

Scott (VA) Thompson (CA) ~ Watson Coleman

Scott, David Thompson (MS)  Wild

Sewell Thompson (PA) Williams (GA)

Sherman Titus Wilson (FL)

Sherrill Tlaib

NOT VOTING—18

Boyle (PA) Gonzalez-Colon  Norcross

Courtney Granger Payne

Cuellar Houlahan Radewagen

Dean (PA) Issa Rodgers (WA)

Diaz-Balart Mace Scanlon

Gallego Moylan Wexton

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote).
There is 1 minute remaining.

[ 1030

Ms. PLASKETT and Mr. LAWLER
changed their vote from ‘“‘aye’ to ‘‘no.”

So the amendment was rejected.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. RODGERS of Washington. Mr. Chair, |
was not present in the Chamber during part of
the vote series today. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no” on rollcall No. 362 and
“aye” on rollcall No. 363.

The Acting CHAIR. There being no
further amendments, under the rule,
the committee rises.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
DESJARLAIS) having assumed the chair,
Mr. FrRY, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend title 49,
United States Code, to reauthorize and
improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation pro-
grams, and for other purposes, and,
pursuant to House Resolution 597, I re-
port the bill back to the House with
sundry amendments adopted in the
Committee of the Whole.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the rule, the previous question is or-
dered.

Is a separate vote demanded on any
amendment reported from the Com-
mittee of the Whole? If not, the Chair
will put them en gros.

The amendments were agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the engrossment and
third reading of the bill.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, and was read the
third time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on passage of the bill.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The
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The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a
5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 351, nays 69,
not voting 13, as follows:

Adams
Aderholt
Aguilar
Alford
Allen
Allred
Amodei
Armstrong
Arrington
Auchincloss
Babin
Bacon
Baird
Balderson
Balint
Banks
Barr
Barragan
Bean (FL)
Beatty
Bentz
Bera
Beyer
Bice
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Blumenauer
Blunt Rochester
Boebert
Bonamici
Bost
Brown
Brownley
Buchanan
Bucshon
Budzinski
Burgess
Burlison
Calvert
Cammack
Caraveo
Carbajal
Carey
Carl
Carson
Carter (GA)
Carter (LA)
Carter (TX)
Casar
Case
Casten
Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chavez-DeRemer
Cherfilus-
McCormick
Ciscomani
Clark (MA)
Cleaver
Clyburn
Cohen
Cole
Collins
Comer
Connolly
Costa
Craig
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crockett
Crow
Curtis
D’Esposito
Davids (KS)
Davidson
Davis (IL)
Davis (NC)
De La Cruz
DeGette
DeLauro
DelBene
Deluzio
DeSaulnier
DesJarlais
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Duarte

[Roll No. 364]
YEAS—351

Duncan
Dunn (FL)
Edwards
Ellzey
Emmer
Escobar
Espaillat
Estes
Evans
Ezell
Fallon
Feenstra
Ferguson
Finstad
Fischbach
Fitzgerald
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fletcher
Flood
Foster
Foushee
Foxx
Frankel, Lois
Franklin, C.
Scott
Fry
Gallagher
Garamendi
Garbarino
Garcia (IL)
Garcia, Mike
Garcia, Robert
Gimenez
Goldman (NY)
Gonzales, Tony
Gonzalez,
Vicente
Gooden (TX)
Gosar
Gottheimer
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green (TN)
Green, Al (TX)
Griffith
Grothman
Guest
Guthrie
Hageman
Harder (CA)
Harris
Harshbarger
Hayes
Hern
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hinson
Horsford
Houchin
Hoyer
Hoyle (OR)
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hunt
Ivey
Jackson (IL)
Jackson (NC)
Jackson Lee
Jacobs
James
Jayapal
Jeffries
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson (SD)
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Joyce (PA)
Kaptur
Kean (NJ)
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Khanna

Kiggans (VA)
Kiley
Kilmer

Kim (CA)
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster
Kustoff
LaHood
LaLota
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Landsman
Langworthy
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
LaTurner
Lawler

Lee (CA)
Lee (FL)
Lee (NV)
Leger Fernandez
Lesko
Letlow
Lofgren
Loudermilk
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Luttrell
Lynch
Magaziner
Malliotakis
Mann
Manning
Mast
Matsui
McBath
McCaul
McClain
McClellan
McCollum
McCormick
McGarvey
McHenry
Meeks
Menendez
Meuser
Mfume
Miller (OH)
Miller (WV)
Miller-Meeks
Mills
Molinaro
Moolenaar
Mooney
Moore (UT)
Moran
Morelle
Moskowitz
Moulton
Mrvan
Murphy
Napolitano
Neal
Neguse
Nehls
Newhouse
Nickel
Nunn (TA)
Obernolte
Owens
Palmer
Pappas
Pelosi
Peltola
Pence

Perez
Peters
Pettersen
Pfluger
Phillips
Pingree
Pocan
Posey
Quigley
Raskin
Reschenthaler
Rodgers (WA)
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Rogers (AL) Smith (NJ) Trone
Rogers (KY) Smith (WA) Turner
Rose Smucker Underwood
Ross Sorensen Valadao
Rouzer Soto Van Drew
Ruiz Spanberger Van Duyne
Ruppersberger Stansbury Van Orden
Rutherford Stanton
Ryan Stauber X:zgizz
Salazar Steel Veasey
Salinas Stefanik
Sarbanes Steil Wagner
Scalise Stevens Walberg
Schakowsky Stewart Waltz
Schiff Strickland Wasserman
Schneider Strong Schultz
Scholten Swalwell Weber (TX)
Schrier Sykes Webster (FL)
Schweikert Takano Wenstrup
Scott (VA) Tenney Westerman
Scott, Austin Thanedar Wwild
Scott, David Thompson (CA) Williams (GA)
Self Thompson (MS)  Williams (NY)
Sessions Thompson (PA) Williams (TX)
Sewell Timmons Wilson (FL)
Sherman Titus ;
Sherrill Tokuda giltsti?a(nsc)
Simpson Tonko Womack
Slotkin Torres (CA) Yak
Smith (MO) Torres (NY) akxym
Smith (NE) Trahan Zinke
NAYS—69
Bergman Golden (ME) Nadler
Biggs Gomez Norman
Bishop (NC) Good (VA) Ocasio-Cortez
Bowman Greene (GA) Ogles
Brecheen Grijalva Omar
Buck Higgins (LA) Pallone
Burchett Jackson (TX) Panetta
Bush Johnson (GA) Pascrell
Cardenas Kamlager-Dove Perry
Cartwright Kildee Porter
Chu Kim (NJ) Pressley
Clarke (NY) Lee (PA) Ramirez
Cline Levin Rosendale
Cloud Lieu Roy
Clyde Luna Sanchez
Correa Massie Santos
Crane McClintock Spartz
Donalds McGovern Steube
Eshoo Meng Tiffany
Frost Miller (IL) Tlaib
Fulcher Moore (AL) Velazquez
Gaetz Moore (WI) Waters
Garcia (TX) Mullin Watson Coleman
NOT VOTING—13
Boyle (PA) Granger Payne
Courtney Houlahan Scanlon
Cuellar Issa Wexton
Dean (PA) Mace
Gallego Norcross

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRY) (during the vote). There is 1
minute remaining.

O 1038

So the bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, due to a family
obligation, | was unable to vote today. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rollcall No. 364.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes due to circumstances beyond
my control. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yea” on rollcall No. 361, “nay” on roll-
call No. 362, “yea” on rollcall No. 363, and
“yea” on rollcall No. 364.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mrs. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
cast my votes today due to an unforeseen cir-
cumstance. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no” on rollcall No. 361, “no” on rollcall
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No. 362, “no” on rollcall No. 363, and “aye”
on rolicall No. 364.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. SCANLON. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes today due to an immovable
scheduling conflict. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea” on rollcall No. 361,
“nay” on rollcall No. 362, “nay” on rollcall No.
363, and “yea” on rollcall No. 364.
PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Ms. WEXTON. Mr. Speaker, | regret that |
was not able to be present to vote today. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea” on
rolicall No. 361, “nay” on rollcall No. 362,
“nay” on rollcall No. 363, and “yea” on rollcall
No. 364.

————

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO
MAKE CORRECTIONS 1IN EN-
GROSSMENT OF H.R. 3935, SECUR-
ING GROWTH AND ROBUST
LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
Clerk be authorized to make technical
corrections in the engrossment of H.R.
3935, to include corrections in spelling,
punctuation, section numbering and
cross-referencing, and the insertion of
appropriate headings.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

———

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
JULY 20, 2023, TO MONDAY, JULY
24, 2023

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that when
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 11 a.m. on Monday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Missouri?

There was no objection.

————
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CHAZITO’S RESTAURANT FEA-
TURED ON GUY FIERI’'S HIT
SHOW

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Chazito’s Latin Cuisine, a restaurant
in Pooler, Georgia, for being featured
on Guy Fieri’s hit show ‘‘Diners, Drive-
Ins, and Dives.”

The owner of the restaurant, Chaz
Ortiz, came to Savannah over 10 years
ago and has been bringing Puerto
Rican culture and flavor to our district
ever since.

Chaz’s restaurant, which takes tradi-
tional family recipes and puts a twist
on them, has been a crowd favorite at
local venues like the Doggie Carnival
Festival in Forsyth Park for years.

In 2016, the restaurant grew from a
fleet of two food trucks to a fully func-

July 20, 2023

tioning brick-and-mortar store, dem-
onstrating the success of small busi-
nesses in Savannah and the growth
hard work and patience brings.

Chazito’s honor marks the second
time a restaurant from coastal Georgia
has been featured on Guy Fieri’s show.
The first was on Tybee Island.

Madam Speaker, I am extremely
proud of Chaz, his entire staff, and the
business he and his family have grown.

CONGRATULATING JAYLA
ATKINSON

(Mrs. SYKES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. SYKES. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jayla Atkinson, a
junior from Stow-Munroe Falls City
High School as the champion of the
week for Ohio’s 13th Congressional Dis-
trict.

Jayla recently won the Division I
State title in the 800-meter race with a
winning time of 2 minutes 10.74 sec-
onds.

Jayla’s win highlights the impor-
tance of perseverance and the will to
win because last year, Jayla finished
second in the 800-meter State meet, but
she did not quit.

After a year of training, hard work,
and dedication, Jayla came back
stronger than ever, bringing the Divi-
sion I State title back to Ohio’s 13th
District.

Jayla is truly an exceptional athlete,
and her achievements made her family,
teammates, coaches, and community
proud.

Madam Speaker, once again, I con-
gratulate Jayla Atkinson on her Divi-
sion I State title and wish her the best
of luck in her future competitions. I
thank her for making the birthplace of
champions proud.

———

TODAY IS A GOOD DAY FOR
PUBLIC SAFETY

(Mr. LANGWORTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Madam Speak-
er, today is a great day for public safe-
ty. I thank my colleagues for passing
my amendment in this year’s FAA re-
authorization package.

Fourteen years ago, we tragically
lost 49 lives when Colgan Air Flight
3407 crashed near Buffalo in Clarence,
New York, due to pilot inexperience.

This prompted Congress then to
strengthen requirements for pilots to
ensure that something like this never
happens again—and it has worked.

Since then, there has not been a sin-
gle commercial airline crash in the
United States of America. One of those
enhanced safety measures required
1,500 hours of in-air training for pilots.

The rigorous training and practice
gained during those hours ensure that
pilots are well-prepared to handle
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emergencies, adverse weather condi-
tions, and any unforeseen challenges
that might arise during flight.

Our amendment protected the integ-
rity of the 1,500-hour flight require-
ment to maintain the safety standards
that passengers and crews have come
to expect.

I am grateful for the support of Rep-
resentatives HIGGINS and TENNEY, and
all of my colleagues who stood behind
the 1500-hour rule and this year’s FAA
reauthorization package.

More importantly, I am proud to
honor the memory of those tragically
lost on Flight 3407 and the families
that have fought for these standards.

———

LET’S SAVE THE FAMILY FARM

(Ms. SALINAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SALINAS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today in support of my bill, Insuring
Fairness for Family Farmers Act.

Crop insurance is one of the best
tools farmers have against bad weath-
er, natural disasters, and volatile mar-
kets. Unfortunately, specialty crops
consistently lag behind commodity
crops in coverage levels, and small
farms are less likely than large farms
to have crop insurance.

That is why I am introducing the In-
suring Fairness for Family Farmers
Act, a bill that would incentivize crop
insurance agents to cover small and
specialty crop farmers like ours in Or-
egon.

More than 33 percent of all Oregon
farms are small farms, compared to 13
percent of farms in the U.S. And my
growers have been clear about the chal-
lenges the current system creates for
them.

As we write the farm bill, Congress
has a rare opportunity and a responsi-
bility to ensure small family farms
have their interest prioritized by giv-
ing them the tools they need to remain
in production.

Let’s save the family farm.

———

NATIONAL PENNSYLVANIA DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize July 20 as National Pennsylvania
Day.

Pennsylvania gained the nickname
the “Keystone State’ because Thomas
Jefferson referred to the Common-
wealth as a keystone of the Federal
union for our role in the establishment
and the success of the United States.

Our Commonwealth is where the Dec-
laration of Independence was signed,
our Constitution was written, and our
flag was born. It also served as the first
capital back in the early days of our
union.

Pennsylvania is the site of famous
battles, such as the battle of Valley
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Forge during the Revolutionary War
and the battle of Gettysburg during the
Civil War. In Pennsylvania, we are
proud to be home to the first hospital,
superhighway, and commercial oil
well, the Drake Well in my district. We
are also proud to have invented the
slinky, little league baseball, the
steam engine, and bubble gum.

All throughout history from our steel
and coal mines to our farms and for-
ests, Pennsylvania has led the way
with an inspiring work ethic.

As a lifelong Pennsylvanian, I am
proud of all we have done and look for-
ward to our future. I am proud to rep-
resent nearly one-third of the land
mass of our great Commonwealth.

Madam Speaker, to all Pennsylva-
nians, happy Pennsylvania day.

———

MATERNAL HEALTH CRISIS IN
THE UNITED STATES

(Ms. MANNING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MANNING. Madam Speaker, the
United States is experiencing a mater-
nal health crisis.

This country has the highest mater-
nal mortality rate among all developed
nations, disproportionately impacting
women of color, women in rural areas,
and low-income women.

Yet, according to the CDC, 60 percent
of these deaths are preventable. Let me
say that again: 60 percent of maternal
deaths in the U.S. are preventable.

That is unacceptable. Healthy moth-
ers and healthy babies must be a pri-
ority for this country. That is why I re-
introduced my Advancing Maternal
Health Equity Under Medicaid Act so
that all people with Medicaid coverage
can get the access and the care they
need during and after pregnancy.

I encourage all my colleagues to sup-
port this critical legislation to help re-
duce the stark racial, ethnic, and in-
come-based disparities in healthcare
outcomes and save lives.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND
LEGACY OF ERNESTINE RACLIN

(Mr. YAKYM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YAKYM. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to celebrate the life and honor
the legacy of Ernestine Raclin, who re-
cently passed away at the age of 95.

The youngest daughter of Ernest and
Emma Morris, Ernestine was born and
raised in South Bend, Indiana. Ernes-
tine made it her life’s mission to make
her home community a better place to
live, work, and raise a family.

Ernestine was a trailblazer, taking
on roles and responsibilities like few
women before her. In addition to
chairing 1st Source Bank, Ernestine
was the first woman to serve on both
the Notre Dame Board of Trustees and
the Board of the United Way.
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She was a strong supporter of the
arts, devoting her time, talent, and
treasure to countless projects in the
South Bend/Mishawaka area.

Above all, Ernestine was a leader
who loved her family and possessed a
unique ability to rally people around
causes greater than themselves.

The sheer number of remembrances
that have come in since her passing
just goes to show you how many lives
Ernestine touched and the people that
she shaped for the better.

I know Ernestine’s family misses her
during this deeply difficult time, but I
also know that they ‘‘do not grieve as
those who have no hope,” and they
take comfort in knowing that they will
one day be reunited with Ernestine for
all eternity.

May God bless Ernestine Raclin.

———

GRAND OPENING OF THE CIN-
CINNATI BLACK MUSIC WALK OF
FAME

(Mr. LANDSMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. LANDSMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize the historic
grand opening of the Cincinnati Black
Music Walk of Fame.

Thanks to the work of Hamilton
County Commission President, Alicia
Reece, the Black Music Walk of Fame
is a one-of-a-kind interactive tourism
attraction that will celebrate the un-
told stories and legacies of artists from
southwest Ohio, attracting families
from across the region, country, and
globe.

Cincinnati is home to many trans-
formational Black artists, from Otis
Williams to Bootsy Collins to Penny
Ford. Thanks to the dedication and
tireless efforts of President Reece,
these artists will forever be honored on
the banks of the Ohio River for all to
see.

The Black Music Walk of Fame will
inspire future generations of artists as
well as drive tourism and growth. It is
my honor to represent such talent and
passion.

Madam Speaker, I congratulate
President Reece and all of those who
have worked so hard to transform this
vision of the Black Music Walk of
Fame into reality.

———
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE
TRUTH, TRANSPARENCY, AND
ANSWERS

(Mr. COLLINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COLLINS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to encourage Congress to con-

tinue investigations into potential
criminal conduct by President Biden or
his family.

The web of deceit that is being spun
surrounding this issue must be unrav-
eled, and House Republicans are doing
just that.
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Yesterday, House Oversight heard
from two credible IRS whistleblowers
with knowledge of the Biden criminal
investigation.

According to the whistleblower, Hun-
ter Biden and his associates raked in a
total of $17 million from China, Roma-
nia, and other sources between 2014 and
2019.

Knowing whether or not President
Biden has been compromised or tar-
geted by foreign actors is critical to
our national security.

Madam Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues in the House to continue the
investigations and pursue all reliable
evidence. The American people deserve
truth, transparency, and answers.

———

WE MUST RESPECT OUR PILOTS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Madam Speaker,
I stand today to reinforce the impor-
tance of the reauthorization of the
Federal Aviation Administration, the
FAA, because it is particularly impor-
tant to realize that to move this Na-
tion, we must make sure that we pro-
tect our passengers and our flight crew.

Besides the almost $4 billion in air-
port improvement dollars, in addition
to reinforcing the training and the pro-
tection of our crews, reinforcing pilots’
doors, making sure we have diversity
and reach out to all over the Nation to
build the aviation industry by reaching
out and training new pilots, as well as
ensuring that passengers are dignified
or treated with dignity and have the
respect of airlines.

This is a bill that should have the
ability to move forward out of this
House, but I am unhappy about how
the pilots were treated in terms of
their opposition to the raising of the
age. I will continue to work with the
Senate to ensure that we listen to our
pilots. I listened, and I hope that we
will finally have an FAA bill that will
really be securing growth and robust
leadership in the American aviation
community.

We must respect our pilots. They get
us off the ground, they get us to our
destination, and they get us back on
the ground. We will continue to work
and fight for our pilots and their
issues.

————

CHINA IS PLOTTING A GOVERN-
MENT-BACKED  DIGITAL CUR-
RENCY

(Mr. MOONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MOONEY. Madam Speaker,
China is plotting a government-backed
digital currency which will be used to
survey and manipulate financial activi-
ties of its citizens and to crack down
on dissent. A central bank digital cur-
rency, known as the digital dollar,
poses significant privacy and govern-
ment surveillance concerns.
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Republicans have been clear that the
Federal Reserve does not have the au-
thority to issue a digital dollar with-
out an act of Congress. The United
States shouldn’t have the ability to
build and test one behind the scenes ei-
ther.

Right now the Federal Reserve is
contracting with the private sector to
build digital dollars far beyond what
we considered traditional research.
That is why I introduced H.R. 3712, the
Digital Dollar Pilot Prevention Act
which closes this loophole.

Make no mistake, government-
backed digital dollars are not about in-
novation; they are about control. We
must stop the Fed’s current develop-
ment dead in its tracks, and my legis-
lation does exactly that.

——
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THE INCREASE OF TURBULENCE
AFFECTING AIRCRAFT

(Ms. STEVENS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. STEVENS. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of a bill I au-
thored that is included in the FAA
package to research severe turbulence
and the impact of climate change on
the flight forecasts.

Turbulence is the top cause of inju-
ries to both passengers and crew. My
bill improves the FAA’s understanding
of turbulence to better inform safety
measures for flight crews and the fly-
ing public.

Last month, a scientific study ana-
lyzed 40 years of high-quality atmos-
pheric data. The researchers found se-
vere clear-air turbulence increased 55
percent from 1979 due to climate
change.

Further, other recent studies have
shown that turbulence will increase
significantly as the climate changes,
with the most severe turbulence in-
creasing by 149 percent over the next
several decades.

We should all be concerned about the
rise of turbulence and the projected in-
crease in the years ahead.

Unfortunately, scientists and re-
searchers have reported their difficulty
in calculating turbulence due to lim-
ited data coverage.

That is why the FAA needs better
tools and research to address passenger
safety amid this threat to air travel.
The FAA research we support today
means that tomorrow, Americans will
fly safer.

————

THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
CAN PROSECUTE ANY AMERICAN

(Mr. LIEU asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LIEU. Madam Speaker, recently,
Speaker MCCARTHY stated that if the
Department of Justice can prosecute
Donald Trump, then ‘‘they can do that
to any American.”
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Speaker MCCARTHY is absolutely cor-
rect. If the Department of Justice can
prosecute Donald Trump for unlawfully
retaining top secret, classified docu-
ments that put American lives at risk
and sharing those documents with ran-
dom people, then yes, the Department
of Justice can prosecute you for unlaw-
fully retaining top secret, classified
documents and sharing them with ran-
dom people, because you are not above
the law and neither is Donald Trump.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

——————

ADDRESSING AIRPORT NOISE
ABATEMENT

(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PRESSLEY. Madam Speaker, I
rise as the Representative of the Mas-
sachusetts Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict, which is home to Boston Logan
Airport, critical to our economy, for
travel, a job engine, and it has created
a number of quality-of-life issues for
those who live in proximity to it.

As a proud member of the Congres-
sional Quiet Skies Caucus, I want to
talk about what these constituents are
experiencing—and they write my office
daily—living proximate to one of the
Nation’s busiest airports: Loud air
traffic starting in the early morning
hours and lasting until midnight, ad-
verse health effects exacerbated by in-
terrupted sleep, aircraft noise, air pol-
lution. It is all taking a toll.

That is why I support provisions in
the FAA bill that invest in noise abate-
ment, clean energy, and, most impor-
tantly, community input. It is through
cooperative governance and listening
to impacted communities, who are
often the most underserved and over-
looked, that we can advance policies
that are responsive to their needs, the
needs of my constituents in Charles-
town, East Boston, Cambridge, and
Somerville.

I am proud to have secured more
than $80 million for Boston Logan Air-
port, and I will work to ensure this bill
and those funds move us closer to quiet
skies in the Massachusetts Seventh.

———

WATER BREAKS ARE A BASIC
RIGHT

(Mr. CASAR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CASAR. Madam Speaker, I am
GREG CASAR, and I represent the heart
of Texas.

Thirteen years ago, I stood alongside
construction workers as we sounded
the alarm at Austin City Hall that
workers were dying after being forced
to work for hours on end in the sun
without rest and without a water
break. Our community came together
and passed a local protection to guar-
antee everyone this basic right.
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Five years later, families in Dallas
were mourning the losses of fathers
and sons and brothers and tios who
died on the job because they, too, were
forced to work without a water break.
That community came together to pass
protections that guarantee this basic
right.

Now, as San Antonio bears the hot-
test 10-day streak in recorded history
and as our globe bears the hottest days
in recorded history, this month, people
in San Antonio want to pass those
same sort of protections, but Governor
Greg Abbott signed a priority bill
eliminating the right to water breaks
for Texas workers beginning September
1.

People are dying, like Eugene Gates
and Justin Cory Foster and Felipe
Pascual, dying while working in the
Texas heat this year. We don’t need
more Texans dying in the sun. Instead,
we need OSHA and the Biden adminis-
tration to take immediate action in
passing a Federal heat protection rule,
because bearing the Texas heat is bru-
tal but forcing workers to work in that
heat is cruel.

———

ADVANCES IN AVIATION

(Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I rise to celebrate the
passage of the Securing Growth and
Robust Leadership in American Avia-
tion Act. This achievement is the re-
sult of bipartisan efforts representing a
significant step forward in trans-
forming our Nation’s aviation industry
while addressing the issues and delays
that flyers have faced over the last
year.

I am particularly delighted by provi-
sions in the bill which specifically
focus on upgrading airport infrastruc-
ture and addressing workforce short-
ages in the aviation sector.

With increased funding for airport in-
frastructure upgrades, we are sup-
porting nonhub airports like Pitt-
Greenville Airport, enabling them to
modernize their facilities. Addition-
ally, large airports will expand capac-
ity, enhancing safety measures and fos-
tering economic growth.

I am committed to ensuring the ef-
fective implementation of these poli-
cies as we continue to advocate for
measures that promote safety, eco-
nomic viability, and a bright future for
aviation in eastern North Carolina and
beyond.

——————

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4637

Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, I hereby remove my
name as a cosponsor of H.R. 4637.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman’s request is accepted.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

I RISE WITH A HEAVY HEART

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GREEN) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise,
Madam Speaker. I rise today with a
heavy heart, and I say this because of
the topic that I will share with persons
based on a personal experience that I
had.

I often say I rise in the spirit of Maya
Angelou. I rise with the notion that I
bring the gifts our ancestors gave on
the dream and the hope of the slave.
That doesn’t apply to me personally,
but generally speaking it applies to
people of my ethnicity, my race.

I rise today with this heavy heart be-
cause of something that has haunted
me since I saw it some many weeks
ago, something that haunted me to the
extent that I returned to my office
after having seen it and called it to the
attention of my staff.

I have had a good deal of consterna-
tion in terms of how to respond and
react to what I saw, so permit me to
share this vignette with you and a bit
of commentary thereafter.

While visiting a local facility, a store
in the area—I will not announce the
name of the business. I can if I have to,
but I choose not to today. While I was
there for business purposes, I saw chil-
dren come in. These children, I am
going to guesstimate, 5 to 10. They
came in the main entrance, they pro-
ceeded to move over to my left, their
right, as they came in, and they had
bags. They went up and down each
aisle in the store collecting things.

They proceeded to do this all the way
through the store, traversing the en-
tirety of the store. When they arrived
at the very last aisle in the store, they
walked out.

There was a peace officer, or what ap-
peared to be a peace officer, an officer
in uniform, standing there as they
passed. They did not go to the cashier,
the cash register, the person, the clerk
who was collecting funds for items that
were being purchased. They did not go
there. They didn’t go over to the self-
check area. They merely walked out of
the store with bags of goods that they
collected while in the store.

Now, let me pause for a moment and
say something that is important. I will
come back to the story, the vignette.
There are things that happen that
cause me to pray that the person who
did this was not a person of color.
When I hear of these dastardly deeds,
there is something within me that
says, God, I hope that is not a person of
color.

I don’t want to have it be any person.
I don’t want to see dastardly deeds
done. Because of the history of people
of African ancestry in the country and
how there was a time when there was a
constant drumbeat to style them as
persons who were doing dastardly
deeds, I relate, and I just don’t want to

H3877

see that done. I always pray that it is
not a person of color. I don’t want it to
be any person at all.

In this case, I happened to witness it,
and I have to tell you, these were all
children of color. Now, an Anglo person
saying this would probably be called a
racist by somebody. I want you to
know that I saw this, I am saying this,
and I believe that they were children of
African ancestry.

They walked out of that store—con-
tinuing with the vignette—and they
did it slowly. They casually strolled
through the door, not having paid for
the goods that they collected as they
walked up and down each aisle in that
store.

My mother would call that theft. The
constabulary would call that theft. I
call that theft. I saw the crime com-
mitted.

I went over to the officer myself, and
I spoke to the officer: Did you see that?
The officer responded truthfully. He
said he did. I made an inquiry as to
why the officer did not act. The officer
was very candid. He explained to me
that there had been an encounter
wherein an officer or someone did act,
and that person was harmed, the per-
son who tried to stop this behavior, and
that they had been told that this was
not something that they would make
an attempt to prohibit or prevent.

I was shocked. I have heard about
these things. I have seen things on tel-
evision where large groups of people
run into stores and take things, smash
and grab and leave. It is different when
you actually see it yourself.

The story doesn’t end here. After
what I saw, I moved over to pay for
what I had. Then two other children
came in. This time there was a child
that may have been 9 or 10 years old,
maybe 12. It is hard to guess. There was
another child that was probably about
a foot or more higher than my walking
cane, probably, in my opinion, 6 or 7
years old. This child had a bag and col-
lected things. In my opinion, I would
say a baby, a child.
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When this child reached the exit near
the officer—and I am standing there
and saw it—this child looked at the of-
ficer, and the officer looked at the
child. I thought for a moment that the
officer would react. This child turned
to that officer and stared. He just
stared at the officer. As we would say
in my neck of the woods, he stared the
officer down—a baby. Then he walked
out the door with goods that he had
not paid for.

Friends, it doesn’t matter your color.
At some point, we have to take a
stand. This cannot be tolerated.

Does anybody really think that these
children are going to stop after that
one incident? Does anybody really be-
lieve that they won’t do things at some
point in the future that will exceed
petty theft?

I am only speculating, but my guess
is that this can be the genesis of bad
things to come. It has to be dealt with.
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We cannot allow people to take
things that belong to other people with
impunity. It doesn’t matter their age.
As a matter of fact, the younger the
age gives me more concern than per-
haps the older because this is a point
where children should be taught how to
respect others and the property of oth-
ers. Now we allow them to, with impu-
nity, commit crimes.

I am calling this to our attention be-
cause I know what happens when peo-
ple get hurt in the process of taking
things. I know what happens. I know
that there is going to be an allegation
made if an officer should hurt some-
body in the process. I am not saying
that officers should, but at some point,
we have to stop it. You don’t stop it by
allowing it to continue.

People cannot assume that they can
just walk out of the store with the
goods and not pay for them, especially
children.

I have heard many stories about how,
“My son is a good boy.” I was a judge
in a small claims court before I came
to Congress, and I have heard the sto-
ries about how, ‘“My son is a good boy.
He was with bad company.”’ Well, that
may be true, but good company or bad
company, we have to teach our chil-
dren to respect the property of others
and to respect others.

I am bringing this to our attention
because I have been told that this facil-
ity, this business place, may have to
close its doors. That is a reason to call
it to our attention. I am bringing it to
our attention because I don’t want to
see anybody get hurt. That is a good
reason to call it to our attention.

I am bringing it to our attention
more so because I believe we have a
moral imperative to help the genera-
tions that are to follow to understand
how it is that they had the opportunity
to walk into the front door of that es-
tablishment. It hasn’t been that long
ago, within my lifetime, that I had to
go to the back door if they allowed me
in at all-—mot that business, but a simi-
lar business. In my lifetime, I have had
to go to the back door to get things
that I ordered from within a business.

They have to understand that people
have suffered so that they have these
opportunities and privileges. There is
equality under the law for them so that
they are not treated as second-class
citizens and prevented from going into
business places, that they are not
searched before they go into a business
place, that they are not followed up
and down the aisles of business places.
I have been followed in places when I
was much younger simply because of
who I was.

They have to understand that Rosa
Parks didn’t go to jail so that they
could steal from other people with im-
punity. Dr. King didn’t have the March
on Washington for this.

We have to get them to understand
how it is that they have these opportu-
nities, and we are failing to do it. We
are failing to do it as long as there is
one child who does what I saw. It
doesn’t take 10, just 1.
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Every child is important, and we
have to reach them all or at least make
every effort that we can. We have a
moral imperative to do this.

They have to understand this his-
tory. They have to understand that
their foreparents suffered and their
lives were sacrificed so that America
could be the great country it is and so
that there would be a 13th Amendment,
14th Amendment, and 15th Amendment
to end slavery, have the right to vote,
and equality under the law. They have
to understand.

If we are not going to do it in
schools, we will have to do it in homes.
I would prefer to see it done every-
where, to be quite honest, so that ev-
erybody understands the history and
importance of knowing who you are
and how it is that you have acquired
this place in society that you currently
hold.

We are not there yet. There is still
more work to be done. We have Slavery
Remembrance Day coming up on Au-
gust 20. There will be other things as-
sociated with our history that we will
do. We cannot allow our young genera-
tion—the youngest among us who can
comprehend—to live a life without un-
derstanding the importance of knowing
who they are.

I am going to ask persons to please
become a committee of one. If you
know of a child who is doing this, take
it upon yourself to talk to that family
or to that child. I know that strange
things and odd things happen and peo-
ple get hurt.

If you know the family, do what we
had done when I was a much younger
child. If you committed an offense, ev-
erybody told your mother about it. No-
body would watch a child commit a
crime and not go home and call around
and find out whose child it was and
make sure that it was reported. We
cannot do this and know that it is hap-
pening and simply go on about our
business.

Madam Speaker, I rise today with a
heavy heart. I normally would be
speaking about another topic. This was
something that has haunted me since I
saw it, and as a result, I had to say
what I have said. I know that some-
body has been offended. I am sorry if I
did offend you, but this cannot go un-
noticed and cannot go without a call
for change.

Let’s make sure that we alert the
schools to let them know what is hap-
pening. We have to talk to the people
in the schools. We have to talk to the
teachers to get to the parents, the
PTAs.

I am going to do as much as I can. I
will be a committee of one, and I ask
that you become a committee of one.

Before I close, there are persons of
other ethnicities and races who do this,
as well, and we don’t want them doing
it. They, too, have a history that they
ought to understand. If they truly un-
derstood it, they wouldn’t engage in
this kind of behavior.

Let’s not allow this to happen to any
child. Let’s become the responsible
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adults who will claim all children as
children in need of adult supervision at
all times. Let’s make a difference in
the lives of these children.

And still I rise in the spirit of Maya
Angelou, ‘“‘Bringing the gifts that my
ancestors gave, I am the dream and the
hope of the slave.”

RECOGNIZING SLAVERY REMEMBRANCE DAY

Mr. GREEN of Texas. Madam Speak-
er, I am proud to announce that we are
going to have our Slavery Remem-
brance Day event in Houston, Texas,
on Saturday, August 19. I am proud to
announce it because the Honorable
Bishop William Barber will be the
speaker.

Last year, President Biden recog-
nized this event and, in so doing, issued
a press release. I say he recognized the
event. He actually recognized Slavery
Remembrance Day. He remembered the
enslaved by way of a press release. We
had this event and had more than a
thousand people show up.

We are telling folks as best we can
that there is limited seating and only
1,000 will be allowed into the venue to
hear this great message and to hear us
explain the history of Africans in the
United States of America, the signifi-
cant role that they have played in the
development of the country, and the
role that they have played in helping
this country become the economic pow-
erhouse that it is today.

These are the foundational mothers
and fathers. These are the persons of
whom we will speak, persons of African
ancestry who made great sacrifices and
whose lives were sacrificed so that
America could rest on the economic
foundation where it resides.

Madam Speaker, I am proud of this
event for a multiplicity of reasons.

One, we will have an opportunity to
expose the history that many people
are not aware of.

Two, we will have an opportunity to
tell people that they should not allow
themselves to revere the enslaver and
revile the enslaved. It is important for
people to understand that concept. We
have to change the mindset.

Most importantly, we will do this be-
cause those lives, in the millions, that
were sacrificed over some 240-plus
years must be commemorated. We have
a moral imperative to do this. This
should be on everyone’s conscience
agenda: a moral imperative to com-
memorate the lives that were sac-
rificed to make America great.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————
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STABLECOIN STATE PATHWAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. LEE
of Florida). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 9, 2023, the
gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. FLOOD)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.

Mr. FLOOD. Madam Speaker, I rise
today because we are at a crossroads in
banking, FinTech, and finance.
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Blockchain is a revolutionary tech-
nology that is going to change the way
Americans do business. The question
today in front of us is whether we
would like America to lead that change
or let somebody else take the reins.

We are planning on marking up two
bills next week in the Financial Serv-
ices Committee: one on digital assets
market structure and the other on
stablecoins. I am going to focus my re-
marks today on stablecoins.

I am not new to this subject. In the
Nebraska legislature, I wrote and
passed a bill that allows for banks in
Nebraska to issue stablecoins—State
chartered banks. This is an issue that I
have worked on and cared about for
years.

Since 2017, stablecoins have grown to
$130 billion in market cap. That is the
size of a multinational institution like
Deutsche Bank.

We are not dealing with a theoretical
conversation about stablecoins here.
Stablecoins have already arrived.
Whether you like them or not is irrele-
vant, Madam Speaker. They are here,
and the question of the day is how to
regulate them, not whether to regulate
them at all.

Now that we have covered the basic
need for this legislation, let’s discuss a
specific issue in the bill: how to treat
State-regulated institutions that want
to issue a stablecoin.

Our dual banking system is the envy
of the world. It allows us to provide
true regulatory tailoring, particularly
for small community banks, in our
country. Were we to move away from
the dual banking system, were we to
essentially gut the power and author-
ity of the State banking regulators,
like the Nebraska Department of Bank-
ing, it would be an absolute tragedy for
our community banks.

I do not think there is a banker
around that wouldn’t stand up for the
dual banking system. If you are a small
bank in rural Nebraska, Madam Speak-
er, you shouldn’t receive the same
scrutiny as a GSIB, and if you are a
small bank in rural Nebraska, you
probably shouldn’t share the same pri-
mary regulator as a GSIB either.

The dual banking system lowers bur-
dens on banks, but it also ensures that
our small institutions have a line of
communication to the entity that reg-
ulates them. If every bank had to be
regulated by the OCC, I don’t know
that the OCC would have the band-
width to ensure every single, small
bank in rural America gets the atten-
tion it needs relative to larger institu-
tions. That is not a knock on the OCC,
it is just reality.

Now that brings us back to
stablecoins. Chairman MCHENRY’s bill
currently has a State pathway for
stablecoin issuance. Shockingly, some
of the same banking organizations that
hail the dual banking system seem to
have a different opinion when it comes
to stablecoins.

Let me be very clear, if the Federal
Reserve becomes the de facto regulator
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for all State regulated stablecoin
issuers, it will prevent small and
midsized banks across the TUnited

States from getting into the stablecoin
market. It would fly in the face of reg-
ulatory tailoring, the very concept
that has promoted our current system
that allows for community banks to
literally exist.

Our State regulators are more than
capable of taking on this role. Those
who argue for regulatory arbitrage
miss the point; we already have a sys-
tem in place that does this work. There
is no reason for a State chartered bank
in Nebraska that issues stablecoins to
be regulated directly by the Federal
Reserve when the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Banking is equipped to do the
job.

Further, the bill establishes a robust
floor for stablecoin issuance. The most
important part of that floor is the re-
serves. Under the bill—and listen to
this, Madam Speaker—under the bill,
issuers must back a stablecoin with re-
serves one to one.

Let’s think about that for a moment.
If a consumer has one stablecoin at $1,
the issuer must hold exactly $1 in re-
serve on that same stablecoin.

In other words, Madam Speaker, your
money isn’t going anywhere. The
issuer cannot lend out your money, and
they cannot invest it in risky assets
for their own gain. They must hold it
in reserve as ordered by this bill that is
in front of the Financial Services Com-
mittee.

That requirement alone should go a
long way to ease any anxieties over in-
stability. The system itself has reserve
requirements that aren’t present in
other parts of the financial market.

We are truly at a historic moment in
the House. It is not often that we get
the opportunity to build a new regu-
latory system from scratch. Regulating
stablecoins is just that kind of oppor-
tunity.

It is imperative that we get it right
so both the State charters and the Fed-
eral charters can issue stablecoins.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

——
OUR NATIONAL DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for the remainder of the hour as the
designee of the majority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
I am going to yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida such time as she may con-
sume when she is ready.

Madam Speaker, I thank you for
your patience as the clock, as you
know right now, sped up on us, and we
are all running around like crazy peo-
ple.

Madam Speaker, reclaiming my time
for a moment as the gentlewoman is
looking for the poster, we are going to
use most of the remaining portion of
the hour when we start. We are going
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to cover a lot of territory, so for the
poor folks who have to try to keep up,
just please wave at me if I start speak-
ing too quickly. They never seem will-
ing to throw something at me.

Madam Speaker, I am going to one
more time yield to the gentlewoman
from Florida (Ms. SALAZAR), because it
looks like we found the poster.

HONORING CARLOS ALBERTO MONTANER

Ms. SALAZAR. Madam Speaker, he
had one of the finest pens in the Cuban
exile community in its 60 years of ban-
ishment from the island.

There are very few writers who could
capture the suffering of the Cuban peo-
ple, a country that has paid the con-
sequences of believing in a toxic polit-
ical idea.

This was a man who could warn the
rest of Latin America what would hap-
pen if they followed and believed Fidel
Castro’s false promises.

His name was Carlos Alberto
Montaner, and he just passed at 80
years old.

His great political mission was to see
a liberated Cuba.

I wonder how many people like him
have died waiting for the island to be
freed from the jaws of Communism?

Thousands upon thousands.

How will he be remembered?

We will remember him as a good
man, a decent man who was kind and
humble. His only preoccupation was to
deliver a message of freedom to the Cu-
bans and to his Latin American fellow
men.

His articles were impeccable, pro-
found, and yet accessible to anyone to
understand. They were full of content
and historical analysis thoroughly ex-
plaining the falsehoods that Com-
munism promises and never delivers.

Montaner’s book called ‘‘Guide to the
Perfect Latin American Idiot” is a
classic. It is a manual for Latin Ameri-
cans to avoid falling for communist
tricks and to avoid falling for what
Fidel Castro has promised this hemi-
sphere.

The reality is that the 20 most devel-
oped countries in the world are capi-
talist democracies. They have free
markets, and they have freedom of ex-
pression and small government where
the individual is allowed to decide
their fate rather than some unknown
bureaucrat in a distant government of-
fice.

The government serves only to estab-
lish the rules of the game, and the win-
ner is decided by whomever plays it
best.

Montaner was my teacher. I read his
articles meticulously, and by taking
notes on his best ideas, I learned so
much from his analyses, not just for
their brilliance but also because they
were full of goodwill for his com-
patriots. They were full of freedom.

It was an honor to know him, to
interview him, and to be his friend. We
will miss him, and I offer my deepest
condolences to his widow, Linda and to
his daughter Gina.

In the future, democratic leaders of a
liberated Cuba will owe Montaner a
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special place in the island’s conscience.
He helped pave the road to the idea
that democracy is the best system for
humanity.

May God cover him with His glory
for he acted with purpose and honor in
his time on Earth, always working for
the love of his Latin-American family
and admiring the American agenda.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Madam Speaker,
reclaiming my time, I apologize to Ms.
SALAZAR for having to speed up our
clock here. It is sometimes just the na-
ture of when someone else on the Dem-
ocrat side cuts their time short or
didn’t show up.

Madam Speaker, as we start to go,
we are going to walk through a couple
of things here. Part of this is actually
going to be something I don’t get to do
that often. It is going to actually be
optimistic with a potential solution
that will functionally soak myself in
kerosene and play with matches.

I come here every week. I am incred-
ibly terrified, and I am incredibly dour
on what is happening with the debt, so
let’s actually first set up part of this
conversation.

We have borrowed in the last 12
months—does anyone want to give me
a guess how much we borrowed per sec-
ond—per second—in the last 12
months?

We borrowed $63,000 per second is
what the United States Federal Gov-
ernment—Federal Government—bor-
rowed.

Madam Speaker, if you start to actu-
ally dig into it deeper, when you start
to see stories popping up of cities like
Chicago with a $35 billion debt crisis
coming, and that $63,000 of borrowing is
just the Federal Government, that does
not include a bunch of other types of
pension obligations which are an-
other—I think we had one that was
showing another couple dozen trillion
dollars of obligations. Now do munic-
ipal debt, now do State pension debt.

Do understand, Madam Speaker, the
debt monster is not just the fact that
the United States functionally right
now has, what, $32.5 trillion, and out of
that 25, $26 trillion of that is publicly
borrowed.

That difference we tried to explain is
when the Treasury borrows from the
trust fund, and the trust funds are
given—so you are the Railroad Retire-
ment Trust Fund, the Social Security
trust fund, they are given sort of I0Us.
They are paid interest, and they have a
functionally negotiable security that
can only be cashed in with Treasury.
So if anyone says that they stole the
money, that is just not true. They just
inter-borrowed, but they have the obli-
gation.

In the coming weeks, probably when
we get back from August, we are going
to do a presentation on just the scale
of borrowing.

Madam Speaker, do you remember
the debates we had here on the floor 2
years ago of the multiemployer pension
systems?

They were bankrupt. They had no
money, and our brilliant brain trust
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around here, instead of fixing them, we
just sat here and said: Here, here is $135
billion, here is lots of cash.

Except even that money now has
been pretty much burned up.

We have a crisis. Much of the polit-
ical leaders, the union leaders, and oth-
ers from the seventies, eighties, and
nineties were unwilling to tell workers
that we need to set aside more money
to cover these costs.

Then the other thing we didn’t pre-
pare for was healthcare costs. So I am
going to show in here just the scale
from today through 30 years the best
calculation, without using the new in-
terest rates on debt as we have had the
last year, it is about $130 trillion of
borrowing coming.
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Every dime of that is demographics.
Madam Speaker, 75 percent of that $130
trillion is the shortfall of Medicare.
The other 25 percent is if we backfill
Social Security, because remember, in
8%, 9 years, the Social Security trust
fund is chewed up. It is gone.

Seniors take a 25 percent cut in their
check, and we double poverty in the
senior population of America. It is im-
moral, but once again, we have no part-
ners here to actually work on it.

If you actually go into many of our
home districts right now, the Demo-
crats are running ads saying, DAVID
SCHWEIKERT is willing to talk about
Social Security, trying to save it. He is
a horrible human being. They are doing
this because they care more about win-
ning the political debate than saving
it. It is just immoral.

Something started to happen the last
2 weeks—and I just brought up one of
them—because the number of times the
handful of us here who actually care
about debt have almost been mocked,
and then something happened.

Suddenly, we have some of the most
leftist publications in America—I
mean, here is The Atlantic. It turns
out that debt matters after all.

What is happening? Our brothers and
sisters on the left all of a sudden had
an epiphany, going oh, God. Maybe
what some of those people on the right
have been saying, that it is out of con-
trol—did I mention $63,000 a second?

The debate used to be you would
come behind the microphones and say,
don’t you care about your grandkids?
Then the math got so bad, we started
to come and say, well, don’t you care
about your kids?

It was shocking. It was just shock-
ing, the input we would get. We would
often get seniors saying nah, screw
them. I hope that is just a tiny, tiny,
tiny part of the population. You would
be just taken back at some of the in-
bound to our office when we talk about
what was happening in debt and that it
was demographics.

I mean, demographics aren’t Repub-
lican and Democrat. Now the math has
gotten so bad, it is no longer your
grandkids, your Kids; it is now you and
I. It is those of us who will be heading
into retirement. It is us.
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I'm going to show here some of the
outside estimates on how bad the math
is. If any of those outside estimates are
accurate, in 9 years, this place is a bas-
ket case.

There 1is one estimate done by
Bloomberg Intelligence, and they have
a really sophisticated model. They
have some top-end economists. They
are saying it is not the 115 percent of
debt to GDP at the Congressional
Budget Office. They say if their model
is correct, it is like 130 percent of debt
to GDP, meaning just interest costs 10
years from now is a couple trillion dol-
lars a year.

The other punch line. I came here
last week, and we were trying to recal-
culate what the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion with regards to student loans
meant and was that going to be a
placeholder to move up and down some
of the debt numbers.

We basically took what Treasury was
saying, and we couldn’t make the math
work. So we spent a couple days say-
ing, okay, if we take the historic of the
last quarter we are in of the fiscal year
and say here are the tax receipts we
typically get, here is the spending we
typically get, we will borrow more
money this year than all of defense and
all of discretionary.

I take back what I said last week
saying, hey, we might be getting a bit
of a reprieve. It doesn’t look like the
reprieve is actually in that math.

One of the models, if you use the
mean number—not the outliers, the
mean—it basically says we will borrow
more money than every dime of what
you think of as government; all of de-
fense and all of discretion. That is
what we get to vote on. We will be on
borrowed money.

We were not supposed to be hitting
numbers like that for a few more years,
and it is a combination of multiple
things.

Healthcare costs have exploded. We
know because we have documented this
one. In the first 7 months of the year,
Medicare went up 16 percent. Spending
on Medicare went up 16 percent.

Interest is up dramatically. Next
year, just interest will be functionally
three-quarters of a trillion dollars.
How many people have you had talk
about it, that interest in just 4 or 5
years will be bigger than all of defense?

Tax receipts have started—because of
this great Biden economic economy,
well, the tax receipts are starting to
collapse because you don’t go and sell
assets and pay capital gains when your
capital gains are mostly inflation. The
wheels are coming off, people, and we
need to take it seriously.

Let’s actually do a couple of our
boards here and just sort of set up what
we see happening, and then we are
going to walk through something that
is semi-hopeful.

We always start with this chart, and
one day I will actually update it be-
cause it is now almost 2 years old. For
anyone watching, you see the red?
Mandatory. That is on auto pilot. You
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see the green and the blue? Okay. Let’s
just pretend that is like 26, 27 percent
of all of our spending. This right here,
this year, every dime of that is bor-
rowed.

Your government, if you think the
State Department, your poverty pro-
gram, this, that, you care about if it is
not in the mandatory, it is borrowed
money.

The brain trust around here that will
come in and say, well, if you just get
rid of foreign aid, foreign aid is about
12 days of borrowing.

You can make an argument and say
we need to think about ourselves.
Ukrainian funding—okay—whether you
are for it or against it, it functionally
might be 3 weeks of borrowing in an
entire year.

Now we are actually working on the
budgets, and this is just a placeholder.
When you have someone tell you we
are holding discretionary spending flat,
or we are holding it flat from the cou-
ple pandemic years, which were incred-
ible spikes, but if you actually do it,
the right way to look at a spending
chart, go pick a base year, add in infla-
tion, what does that curve look like?
Nondefense discretionary is up 154 per-
cent if you use 1990 as your base year,
and just say, here is inflation. Here is
what the line would look like if we held
it steady, but it is up 159 percent. De-
fense is only up 35 percent over the in-
flation trend line.

I get more crap for showing this
board from the poor folks who are hav-
ing to try to build the budgets and the
hallways in this place being full of peo-
ple begging for more cash, but there is
no cash. Understand. It is all borrowed
right now.

The trust funds. So you come in here
and say the Social Security trust fund
is gone in the 10-year window. It is all
gone. The highway transportation fund
is gone in 4 years.

The highway trust fund, all that
money is gone. The Medicare trust
fund is actually gone about a year be-
fore the Social Security trust fund
being the whole Part A, Medicare trust
fund, the hospital portion, which is
close to about 40 percent of all Medi-
care funding. The trust fund is gone.
All these are empty—and function-
ally—within this 9-year window.

It is actually important when the
Senate passes something. Ten seconds
of levity. When you became a freshman
here, you probably had the same expe-
rience. You sit down—and it is always
a member from Texas. They plop down
next to you and go, David, our fresh-
man Member of Congress, you see them
on that side? They are Democrats.
That is your opposition. Your true
enemy is down the hall. It is called the
Senate. That joke has been here for,
like, 200 years.

Back to being serious. I just showed
you a chart that the trust funds are
gone in the 10 years. We will need not
hundreds of billions, trillions to back-
fill, particularly when you put in the
Social Security trust fund.
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How much discussion do you hear?
Instead, you see it used as advertising.
We had a President that got behind
that podium there and basically said,
you are not allowed to talk about
Medicare or Social Security, and the
room applauded.

A number of us have spent the last
year of our lives trying to find a way to
save it, Republicans and Democrats.
Remember, when the President gave
his State of the Union, he Kknifed a
number of Democrat Senators, too,
who had been willing to have an honest
conversation about how we were going
to do the moral thing and save Social
Security, but it was just too tasty of a
political issue.

Then you get this: I get this question
often when I am talking about U.S.
sovereign debt. Yes, but all of our debt
is owned by China. It is not true.

The number one holder of U.S. sov-
ereign debt is Japan. It is a little over
a trillion out of that 25, 26 trillion that
is publicly held that is not inner trans-
fers.

China now, and for the last several
years, has been dialing back their U.S.
sovereigns, meaning today, China holds
about $800 billion.

You actually go down—this is the re-
ality. The rest of the world has been
slowly over the last few years backing
away from buying U.S. sovereign debt.

What do they know that Americans
don’t know? Why have they decided we
are not that safe of an investment? Is
it because United States does sanc-
tions? Is it because of our creditworthi-
ness?

The fact of the matter is foreign
holdings of U.S. debt continues to fall,
meaning we, as U.S. savers, have to fi-
nance that $63,000 we are borrowing
every second, much more of that today.
We have to finance with our savings.

Then you have the insane policies
that this place did over the previous
couple years when the left controlled
it, when you had a Democrat House,
Democrat Senate, Democrat President.

Do you remember the Inflation Re-
duction Act? Insane name. Had nothing
to do with reducing inflation. It was
spending money. It kept inflation
going.

About 2 hours ago, the Wall Street
Journal published an analysis of these
grants that they are giving away to big
industries.

Now, they are in the clean energy in-
dustries, but they are still really big
industries. Well, it turns out the vast
majority of the cash this government
is giving out from last year’s Inflation
Reduction Act is going to foreign com-
panies.

Yep. Our taxpayer dollars that were
supposed to help us build a U.S. clean
energy industry functionally struc-
tured—60 percent of clean energy
projects awarded from the IRA, Infla-
tion Reduction Act, are foreign-owned
businesses. Yay, policy.

You see, we are borrowing $63,000 a
second. We are crushing our Kkids, our
grandkids, and many of your own re-
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tirements because they are the ones
that have to pay this debt back, and we
are doing projects funded by last year’s
legislation that was only supposed to
cost about $280 billion. Only.

Then Goldman Sachs comes in and
says, now, the spending on all of these
grants and giveaways and these, you
know, supplements functionally could
be $1.2 trillion. CBO comes in and dou-
bles their estimates. Now, we find 60
percent of that money is going to for-
eign companies.

This is not what we were promised.
The President, the Democrats, prom-
ised us this was to create a U.S.-based
infrastructure for clean energy, except
the vast majority of their money—our
money—is now going to foreign compa-
nies. Great job, guys.

It just gets worse because now we are
starting to look at what is going on
with interest. Do you understand how—
well, sorry. I am trying not to be a
jerk.

There is a concept of fragility. How
many of you have ever—I will use an
example from Taleb’s book a couple
years ago.

How many of you—you are going to
go to school. For young people, it
might be here, or those who have to go
to the airport. You know if you leave
at this time, you are always going to
get there, except that one time out of
10, there is a car accident, and boom,
you miss your airplane. You miss get-
ting to class.

The concept is fragility. If you
squeeze it too tight, just-in-time inven-
tories, at some moment, something
breaks, and that one time you miss the
airplane, is it worth all the other times
that you got 5 extra minutes at home
drinking coffee?

Interest in a weird way is the same
concept. Things are wonderful until
they are not. Next year, we are esti-
mated to borrow almost $750 billion.

None of that buys anything. It
doesn’t buy you a new bridge. It
doesn’t buy you a new program. It
doesn’t help you fund education. All of
that is just paying bondholders back.
$750 billion next year.

One of the things that this chart is
trying to show is if you actually go out
and then look at some of the higher in-
terest rate possibilities, the math says
a single point higher interest than
what the Congressional Budget Office
was estimating a year ago—over the 30
years, it is $30 billion or $30 trillion
dollars.

Two points higher interest over that
time—actually, it is closer to like 25, 27
years, every dime of U.S. tax receipts
goes to cover interest. There is no
more government. That is called fra-
gility. You become subject to the
whims of the debt markets.
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This chart is starting to show the
changes. We are over here, and here is
our historic. All of a sudden, what hap-
pens to the cost of these programs with
just simple marginal increases in inter-
est?
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When I talk about that $30 trillion—
I am going to show it to you in a chart
in a moment—how much of the financ-
ing of Medicare is actually not the de-
livery of healthcare but is actually the
financing of the debt that financed the
last increment of that Medicare.

This is a chart that should scare you
to death. When you start to realize
that if you had 3 percent higher inter-
est, which isn’t a stretch—go back 20
years ago, and these types of interest
rates were normal for U.S. debt. In
that 30-year window, you have over 345
percent of debt to the size of the econ-
omy.

You have to understand that this
isn’t a game. We are already right now
at 100 percent of debt to GDP. The
wheels are coming off, and we are going
to dink around with little arguments
saying, well, I have an idea, we are
going to work on it all year, and our
big success is that we are going to save
half a percent on Medicare spending.

We have lost our minds around here
with our unwillingness to do the things
that are difficult because we have to
explain it to a reporter or it will be an
attack ad in one of our campaigns.

This is the end of your Republic. This
basically means you will live in a coun-
try with, functionally, no growth and,
functionally, every incremental dollar
you have is trying to just cover the in-
terest, the borrowing costs, of your
country.

It is not tax receipts. We have chart
after chart that demonstrates it is
spending. It is mostly demographics.
We got old.

A bit of trivia: In the 1970s, when I
was a child—yes, I have gotten that
old—for every $1 that went to seniors,
$56 went to young people. Today, it is
just reversed. For every $1 that goes to
young people, $6 goes to seniors.

It is not actually really about a pol-
icy shift. Healthcare got dramatically
more expensive. It is out of control. We
cannot afford it. However, our demo-
graphics also changed rapidly.

Last year, we had a 1.67 fertility rate,
meaning this country will have more
deaths in 18 years than births. Half the
States in this country today have more
deaths than births. It is demographics
from not having children. This started
back in 1990. This didn’t just happen
yesterday. The fertility rates started
to collapse in 1990. They just acceler-
ated the last couple of years.

Next year, 12,000 Americans a day
turn 65. Each day next year, 12,000
Americans turn 65, and our hallways
will be full of people begging for more
cash. I can’t even figure out how to fi-
nance what our current obligations
are.

You start to look at the reality of
the money, the deficit projections. This
is important to understand. When I say
the wheels are coming off, go way back
in history, May 2022, about a year ago.
We were supposed to borrow $980 billion
this year.

Today, our latest adjustment on the
expectation—so a year ago, we were
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going to borrow $980 billion. What hap-
pened? Why has that number doubled?
Within 1 year, we went from $980 bil-
lion to now we are estimating $1.84 tril-
lion this year. What happened in 12
months?

Well, you have some of the Demo-
cratic tax policy, which, it turns out, is
not raising any money and is actually
slowing down parts of the growth in
the economy. We are building factories
like crazy with subsidized tax money
that we have no workers for and no
customers for. That is going to be bril-
liant.

The best part is that money, as I just
showed you, 60 percent of it is going to
foreign-owned companies. Brilliant.
However, this is pretty much a math-
free zone.

This is the one, and I keep showing
this one because I almost have bad
dreams about this one. I should dis-
close that I have a 1-year-old and a 7-
year-old. As a matter of fact, my 7-
year-old is here in Washington with me
this week. What is their right? What do
they get in the future because, today,
the math basically says, in 23 years, all
U.S. taxes have to have doubled. All
U.S. taxes will have to double in that
23-year window just to maintain base-
line services.

When my little people are out of
their post-doctorates—because I have
high expectations for them—they are
going to walk into an economy that
looks nothing like what we have today.

How many of you intend to still be
alive 20 years from now? Are you ready
to live in a country where all of your
taxes will have doubled? Everything?
That is the math. We can keep pre-
tending it doesn’t exist, but the math
will always win.

What was so terrifying with what we
did here is, when we did the debt ceil-
ing deal, we, functionally, went from,
‘““Hey, we are projecting to head toward
120, 119 percent of debt to GDP at the
10-year window,” to saying, ‘‘Hey, we
are going to get it down to maybe 114,
115.”

That is actually real money. That is
$100 billion a year. Right now, we are
spending about $700 billion this fiscal
year in nondefense discretionary, and
we are going to remove $100 billion of
that. That is real money.

However, because no one here actu-
ally does economics, they also don’t
understand that when you remove that
$100 billion—you have to do it; you
don’t have a choice because the wheels
are coming off—but you also slow down
the economy by about half a percent of
GDP if you have not adopted other
progrowth policies, whether it be fixing
parts of immigration, fixing parts of
the tax code, fixing parts of regulation.

However, without it, when you are
doing the very cuts that you have to
do, you also affect the growth of the
economy. The really smart economists
come in here and do the math. Moody’s
comes in and says, at the end of the 10
years, and where we are going with de-
mographics, healthcare costs sky-
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rocketing, higher interest rates, we
don’t think you are going to be down to
114, 115 percent of debt to GDP. We
think you are going to be at 120 per-
cent of debt to GDP.

Okay, if you do the math, that basi-
cally means your interest cost is prob-
ably a trillion and a quarter a year, so
you are going to spend that sort of
money to get nothing, to just pay the
bondholders.

However, the one that takes your
breath away is when the Bloomberg In-
telligence folks ran their model, and
their economists said: Hey, we see at
the end of the 10-year window that you
are going to be at 130 percent of debt to
GDP.

If you do the math, when you are
holding that sort of debt to GDP, that
is like $2 trillion a year in just inter-
est. Okay, pay attention with me—$2
trillion just in interest. I told you that
this year every dime of discretionary is
going to be borrowed. At that time,
equal to almost every dime of discre-
tionary, the discretionary will have
grown a bit but stayed fairly flat. It
will be pretty much just interest,
meaning the borrowing 10-year window
from now will have to be like $2.7 tril-
lion in a year.

I mean, this is, functionally, 9 budget
years from now. Dear Heaven, I hope
this number is wrong, but they walk
you through the math, saying you are
going to have this many baby boomers
in their benefit years. Due to that
movement demographically, the econ-
omy is going to slow down. Because of
what cuts you are having to do, the
economy is going to have slowed down.

With the higher interest rates, fi-
nancing is going to cost this much, and
we are terrified to tell our voters this
because our voters get all upset and
say: Well, if you just got rid of waste
and fraud and foreign aid, you would be
fine. For the brain trust on the left, it
is that if you would just raise taxes on
the 2 percent of the population that
makes over $400,000, that will finance
it. I showed last week that is all fan-
tasy. You don’t get anything close to
it. However, the political class here re-
lies on the fact that our voters don’t
care about the math.

Our interest cost just this year is up
40 percent. That is a punch line. Re-
member, we were only going to borrow
$980 billion. This year, it looks like we
are going to borrow $1.84 trillion. One
of the drivers of that is our interest
cost is up 40 percent this year. How
many people do you hear even both-
ering to tell you the truth?

This is the board that also gets me in
trouble every time because it is 2 years
old, and now the numbers are much
worse. It is no longer $116 trillion. It is
about $130 trillion in debt. A hundred
percent of the next 30 years of debt is—
I have already said it twice in this; is
anyone listening?—75 percent is the
shortfall in Medicare. We don’t have
enough money for it. The other 25 per-
cent is if we backfill Social Security
because, remember, functionally, in 9
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years, the Social Security trust fund is
empty.

This math was done before this infla-
tion/interest rate cycle. You start to
look at this and understand how much
the direct spending is, how much the
interest cost of financing those sorts of
debt is. This is $130 trillion of bor-
rowing over the next 30 years, and it is
all demographics. We got old.

Pay attention. We are going to come
back to this concept of if the vast ma-
jority of our borrowing, of our debt, is
healthcare, we are going to get to a
couple of points where we are going to
have to have the willingness to talk
about the drivers of that spending.

The JEC, Joint Economic Com-
mittee, on the Republican side, of
which I am the senior Republican,
Medicare spending will double. Fiscal
year 2023, it is $1 trillion. In 10 years,
we, functionally, go to $3 trillion. We
are going to functionally add, over the
10 years, $22 trillion of—do you get it?
Is anyone looking?—Medicare. This is
not Medicaid. This is not Indian Health
Service. This is not VA. It is just Medi-
care, $22 trillion in that 10 years.

Look in the hallways of this place,
and it is lined up with people who are
wonderful and smart. They worked
hard and cared about their patients,
and it is more money. We are trying to
figure out, with the wheels falling off,
is anyone willing to tell them the
truth?

JEC estimates—and this is where I
am, right now, about to soak myself in
kerosene and light myself on fire be-
cause, apparently, we are not allowed
to actually talk to people and tell the
truth. We have been writing the Repub-
licans’ side of the Joint Economic
Committee report now for a couple of
months. There are, functionally, five
Ph.D. economists. There is an idiot
like me doing some of the math, work-
ing on it. We are trying to figure out
what moral approach we can take to
save the country from the debt crisis
that is here.

Did I mention the $63,000 a second we
are borrowing this last 12 months?

There is a chapter 3 in here, and this
chapter may get me unelected, but we
calculated the cost of obesity. I can’t
tell you how many Members here are
terrified when I start to want to even
have a conversation overseeing the
math. We know that diabetes—just,
functionally, type 2—is 33 percent of all
healthcare spending. We know our
brothers and sisters out there who have
multiple comorbidities, that 5 percent
of the population, that is over 50 per-
cent of all of our healthcare spend.

I have shown you chart after chart
here, showing healthcare is the driver
of our debt. We have 5 percent of our
brothers and sisters who are really
sick, and the most common morbidity
within that population is obesity. Of
the 4,000 human diseases—and I have
this one really well documented—func-
tionally, 2,000 are related to obesity, so
2,000 out of the 4,000.

Are we willing to basically have a
moment of honesty? I am going to
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show you a couple of charts here. We
are in trouble. Have you seen the latest
obesity statistics for our kids? Have
you seen the numbers of how many
Americans are dying? It is immoral
that we are terrified to talk about this.
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You are going to see in the report,
because we spent a lot of time working
on the math, and they wouldn’t let us
use some of the more optimistic math
because it wasn’t properly vetted, so
we had to find peer-reviewed studies
with lots of math that could be recal-
culated and done.

But we are looking at—if we could
stabilize the sickest in our obese popu-
lation, both with productivity, because
you get to come back into society and
work, but also the healthcare costs as-
sociated, it is a few trillion dollars in
the 10-year window.

There is a moral path to save us from
the crushing debt. Are we willing to
adopt policy that basically say we love
and care for people and we would like
them to live for a while, we would like
them to not be miserable all the time?

Are we willing to discuss the farm
bill? Are we willing to actually discuss
the technologies that are out there
right now where the watch actually
has blood glucose, or the portable blood
glucose monitor you can stick on your-
self.

Are we willing to have—and I am
going to show you a board here that
talks about the GLP-1s, and this is not
even with actually the new generation
that is coming out, where FDA ap-
proves the first cellular therapy for
Type 1 Diabetes.

The first one is now actually ap-
proved. It gets the body to start pro-
ducing islet cells again. It is here, and
there are actually four or five others in
phase I right now.

Maybe we are on the cusp of tech-
nology miracles. The dear Lord gave us
the ability to think, and it turns out
really smart people are giving us a
path. Are we willing to be smart
enough?

The Joint Economic Committee esti-
mates related projections, 12.3 percent
of the 33 trillion, one out of every 8,
functionally is, that spending is di-
rectly related to obesity. That is the
most conservative of the numbers. Obe-
sity risk.

You all know this. I am showing stuff
people know. We all know it. I mean,
heart, what is it, 1 in 12 cancers, the
number of human misery that is di-
rectly associated.

Now, we get in to some of the more
uncomfortable things to talk about.
Life expectancy, for 18 years old and
up, given their BMI class, and look, we
all know there is controversy on the
body mass index, but we have lots of
data around it.

If you care about people, what is hap-
pening in society, because remember,
functionally, in the last 4 years, Amer-
icans’ life expectancy has gone down.
We are dying younger.

H3883

Even when you remove COVID, and
even then try to take a look, so for our
prime-age working males, we have a
data set I presented here a couple of
weeks ago that just shocked me. It
turned out, it wasn’t drugs. Now, drugs
was really close. It was actually obe-
sity was killing more of our brothers in
America. I didn’t have a female data
set to look at.

How many of us are willing to actu-
ally say, wow, so if we would actually
take on the drug problem and the obe-
sity problem, we would add how many
years of longevity to Americans’ life?
That is moral and also it is really good
economics.

We can see when we start to see some
of these numbers, where 81 was almost
healthy, down to 72, so they are losing
almost a decade of their lives. You get
into some of our minority populations
and the numbers are even uglier.

So my brothers and sisters that keep
coming here and saying, let’s talk
about income inequality, it turns out
some of the data says health, taking on
diabetes, hypertension, obesity may be
the single most moral, fast, and eco-
nomically rational path if you care
about income inequality. You have just
got to be prepared for the armies of
lobbyists who we are about to change—
if we did these things and actually
took it on, we would be changing their
business models.

Look, the number is going off the
charts. This one actually just came
out, I think, about 48 hours ago. The
projections over the rest of this decade
of how many of our young people, when
we are starting to see some numbers
where we are heading toward a time
where half—the end of the decade—
where half of our young people are
technically obese.

This is a country that took on smok-
ing and saved how many lives? We have
seatbelts. We have air bags. We did it
because it made us safer, healthier, we
got to live longer.

When you are seeing a new study out,
and it is a good study, and it is de-
tailed, and it is a huge data set and
saying, hey, at the current rate, in
about a decade, half of our young peo-
ple—are we willing to take this on?

Because just the economics, just the
life span, healthcare costs, you are
going to see things in our joint eco-
nomic report, if it gets passed. It is not
a report until it is passed by the com-
mittee, and I hope I can get the votes
of my fellow members on the com-
mittee to support what we wrote.

But if it becomes an official report,
you are going to see in there stunning
amounts of money—for those who
sound like accountants on steroids—
that we would save by being healthier
year.

Then you have the other side. Look
at longevity. Look at the ability to
participate in society. Look at the
ability to have family formation.

This is as close as I have come up
with for a unified theory of what we
could do to save ourselves. How many
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other idiots are going to be like me and
get behind the microphone and be will-
ing to talk about this and get ready for
the television ads? He was willing to
talk about this.

And here is some of the punch line. I
believe this number is dramatically too
low, but we are coming up with math
that says, look, just the use of the
GLP-1s for some of the highest BMI
segments, potentially hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in savings, and that is
without the economic effect, and that
is also without the long-term health ef-
fects that are outside that 10-year win-
dow.

Madam Speaker pro tem, I appreciate
you sitting there letting me go through
this. I am trying to make a point. In-
stead of coming to this mike every
week after week after week saying
there is something horribly wrong in
the debt data, it is getting worse dra-
matically faster. People don’t under-
stand how fragile we are becoming as a
society because of the threats that
debt means.

I am going to try to be better. I am
going to try to demonstrate there is
hope. There is a path.

This is only one of about four key
things I believe we could do to become
a much more prosperous society with
dramatically—we are not going to pay
off the debt, but we could stabilize it.
There is hope, Madam Speaker pro
tem, but is anyone listening?

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that
the Senate has passed without amend-
ment bills of the House of the following
titles:

H.R. 423. An act to take certain land lo-
cated in San Diego County, California, into
trust for the benefit of the Pala Band of Mis-
sion Indians, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4004. An act to approve and imple-
ment the Agreement between the American
Institute in Taiwan and the Taipei Economic
and Cultural Representative Office in the
United States regarding Trade between the
United States of America and Taiwan. and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 70. An act to require the Bureau of In-
dian Affairs to process and complete all
mortgage packages associated with residen-
tial and business mortgages on Indian land
by certain deadlines, and for other purposes.

S. 460. An act to amend the Indian Health
Care Improvement Act to establish an urban
Indian organization confer policy for the De-
partment of Health and Human Services.

S. 794. An act to require a pilot program on
the participation of non-asset-based third-
party logistics providers in the Customs-
Trade Partnership Against Terrorism.

S. 1308. An act to amend the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act
to extend the deadline for the Secretary of
the Interior to promulgate regulations im-
plementing title IV of that Act, and for
other purposes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 9, 2023, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
GROTHMAN) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, I
am going to address a topic I have ad-
dressed before this time earlier in the
week, but it was brought up again yes-
terday in the Oversight Committee, en-
tirely inappropriately. It is something
that is brought up with each authoriza-
tion bill or appropriation bill, and it is
apparent that the other side of the
aisle desperately wants a new bureauc-
racy dealing with what I will call pref-
erences.

It has been in the news lately be-
cause there was a Supreme Court deci-
sion saying that, for the first time in 50
years, in the United States, we could
not discriminate or use—I guess they
were primarily focusing on race but
they could have used sex as well—in
university admissions. It put an end to
50 years of discrimination at univer-
sities.

It has also been in the paper because
we have a Secretary of Labor ap-
pointed, not yet confirmed, that be-
lieves that this country was built on
white supremacy, and we have a pro-
posed new head of the Joint Chiefs who
believes that we should cap the number
of White male officers at 42 percent.

Of course, this gets into other areas
as well that the Court did not touch. It
gets involved in the area of govern-
ment hiring. It gets into the area of
hiring by businesses that do business
with the government.

I think a lot of Americans are not
aware that if you have at least 50 em-
ployees and do business with the gov-
ernment, you are required it submit a
statement every year to the govern-
ment called the EEO-1, listing the race
and sex and the amount of money all
your employees make.

It also goes into play with govern-
ment contracting. Frequently, govern-
ment contracts are reserved for certain
people.

It will continue to be an issue as even
after this decision, individual univer-
sities have gone down the path of not
using tests for admissions. Histori-
cally, for example, to get into medical
school you had to pass a test called the
MCAT test. I had always felt when I
was in my teens and twenties that we
had the smartest kids go on to become
doctors.

But the medical schools are shifting
away from tests, which are an objec-
tive measure of intelligence, and using
things like essays to determine who
the next doctor is.

I want to make several comments
about this preference idea and why it is
so important, as we work through our
authorizing bills and our appropriation
bills, that we do not slide into this.

First of all, for people who claim,
like our Secretary of Labor, that we
are a racist country, or a Eurocentric
country, I want to point out that the
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most successful ethnic group in Amer-
ica today are people from India. The
second most successful are people from
the Philippines. Other groups like Chi-
nese, Japanese, if you look at Latin
America, Cubans are all more success-
ful than the average American, at least
judged by income earned.

According to Thomas Sowell, the
children of immigrants from the West
Indies, the children of immigrants
from, say, Jamaica or the Bahamas are
more successful than the native-born.

If all these people come here and are
successful, why in the world would we
want the government sticking their
nose in and establishing a whole new
bureaucracy?

I also had an experience over the
weekend with regard to the Hmong.
The Hmong are perhaps the most—the
largest number of so-called minorities
in my district. I talk to a lot of the
Hmong at their festivals. It is always
enjoyable to be at their festivals. And,
it gives me a chance to eat Hmong
food, which allows me to become more
used to very hot food.

It is always enjoyable to see such
happy people as the Hmong are in their
festivals. They had a festival in She-
boygan last week.

One of the things I like to ask the
Hmong, since if there was ever a group
that would have felt like a minority
when they came here it would be the
Hmong; obviously not European. When
they came here they didn’t know the
language.

I ask either the older generation how
many children plus nieces or nephews
they have and they all smile. When
they get done adding it up, it seems
like it is 30 or 40.

I ask, have any of them had any trou-
ble with the law? No. Do all of them
graduate from high school? Yes. Do all
of them have jobs? Do all those that
have children, were the children all
with the mother and father at home?
The answer is yes.
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I find the same thing when I ask the
younger generation, and I ask them
about their siblings or their cousins.
They have to add up in their mind how
many there are. There could be 30, 35,
40.

All of them have had no problem
with the law. All of them, when they
have children, there is a father in the
house. All of them are living the Amer-
ican Dream. Again, it drives home the
idea that in America we do not have a
problem in which we have a European
class that is preventing other people
from succeeding. Indeed, the new peo-
ple who come here do better than the
people who have been here all along.

That would be one indication that we
do not need these new bureaucrats run-
ning around labeling people by their
racial background.

The next thing I will point out that
inevitably all of these programs have is
what I will refer to as, ‘‘stupid rules.”

Let us determine, for example, who is
Hispanic and in need of help. If my an-
cestors were in Spain, came to Cuba for
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a couple generations, and then moved
to the United States, they would be
considered Hispanic in need of help. If
my ancestors lived in Spain and came
to the United States, they would not
need help. They would not be consid-
ered a group in need of preferences.

If you are, for example, one-quarter
Native American and one-quarter His-
panic and the rest, say, English or Ger-
man, you would, again, be considered a
minority.

A minority that needs help, even
though nobody in your life even knew
what your ancestry was, but according
to the diversity bureaucrats, you get to
check off a box and are in need of spe-
cial help.

There are a variety of reasons they
claim we need affirmative action, one
of them is to make up for past injus-
tices, but all of these ethnic programs
or whatever we want to call them,
apply to people who just moved to the
United States. Does it make any sense
to say someone who moved here di-
rectly from Morocco or Nigeria or
Haiti gets preferences when they had
nothing bad happen to them in Amer-
ica?

As a matter of fact, it is even more
ridiculous than that. They get pref-
erences over the native born. For the
purposes of filling out the form, if I
move here from Peru and I am not even
a citizen, but I have a green card, I get
preferences over a person who has lived
in America all along. That is, obvi-
ously, a potential for a lot of divisive-
ness.

Along these lines, there are two ra-
tionales. One rationale is, we have to
make up for past injustices, which
makes no sense when you are giving
preferences to people who just moved
here. The other one is supposedly to
show diversity.

Now, let’s look at our examples
again. If I moved here or my ancestors
moved here from Cuba, I don’t know
any Spanish, I have never been to a
Spanish-speaking country, and I have
grown up in a northern suburb in the
United States. What diversity do I
bring to any company? What diversity
do I bring to any school? I bring no di-
versity at all. I don’t know why that is
not talked about by people who want
to push these programs.

As I mentioned, these programs also
affect grants given or who gets govern-
ment contracts. The government sticks
their nose in, and if a husband owns a
business, he is penalized. If a wife owns
the business, that may be considered
good in creating diversity. Is that fair?
They both have similar backgrounds.

It does encourage lying and
crookedness in America as you run
across people who put their business in
the wife’s name so they can get the
government contract, but is that some-
thing we want to do? I don’t think so.
Nevertheless, that is an inevitable re-
sult of this diversity.

The next question that has to be
brought up is for a lot of jobs, probably
for the vast majority of jobs, is ethnic
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diversity really something that mat-
ters?

If we are hiring a new engineer, if we
are hiring a new brain surgeon, does it
matter whether you are from China or
Cuba or Morocco or Poland? You want
the best person, the one who has done
best in school, the one who has dem-
onstrated just an innate intelligence to
do these jobs. Diversity or where your
ancestors came from does not help as
well.

Now, let’s look at another big reason
why it is important that the Repub-
lican Party fight these diversity bu-
reaucrats every step of the way. These
diversity bureaucrats have to justify
their job, and to justify their job, they
will do things like have little classes in
diversity in their businesses or colleges
or governmental areas.

These diversity bureaucrats, to jus-
tify their existence, will tell young
people, or older people, that there is a
huge amount of racism in America, and
they need the diversity bureaucrats to
even things out.

This is one way to destroy America.

You are going to cause people to
walk around with a chip on their shoul-
der who should not be walking around
with a chip on their shoulder.

Worse, you are going to be dividing
America. One of the things that has
made America so great is, out of many,
one—E Pluribus Unum.

The diversity bureaucrats want to go
the other way. They do not want people
from all around the world considering
themselves one united group. The di-
versity bureaucrats want to take what
was one united group, tear it apart, and
have people angry at each other or
fighting with each other. This does not
work anywhere else in the world.

When I read about elections in other
parts of the world, one thing that
makes them so contentious, sometimes
violent, is that the elections become a
contest between two different groups.

Look at what has happened in Sri
Lanka over a period of years between
the two big groups there. What has
happened in Nigeria between the dif-
ferent tribes there. Of course, in the
1970s, it wound up there were tens of
thousands of people dying as the ethnic
groups or the tribes in Nigeria sepa-
rated and wound up fighting.

Why in the world would we want
elections in America to be a contest
between groups? That is sadly what
these bureaucracies are going to want.

I will close with a couple anecdotes,
so people back home know what is
going on in America.

I know somebody who worked for a
manufacturing firm and that manufac-
turing firm had four engineers. They
all were men. They had to hire a fifth
engineer and they were told by the di-
versity firm they contracted with that
their fifth hire had to be a woman.

It didn’t matter if they had found a
perfectly good candidate for the job.
They were afraid that the government
would come in and penalize them in
some fashion or audit them if the next
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person was not a woman. It clearly is
not right.

The same company was going to hire
a new person in management and their
first four or five members of manage-
ment were all of European descent.
They were told they had to go out of
the way to hire somebody who wasn’t
European in management rather than
just taking the best person that they
could.

I don’t think most Americans would
agree with that sort of thing, but that
is what has been going on in America
for the last 50 years. I strongly encour-
age the Republican Party to draw a
line in the sand.

Joe Biden wants to insert these di-
versity bureaucrats in all government
agencies, and they will stick their nose
in hiring decisions, in promoting deci-
sions. They will stick their nose in who
gets grants around the country.

This is a way to divide America.
America has become the greatest coun-
try in the world by viewing people as
individuals. We should keep viewing
people as individuals. We do not need
diversity bureaucrats throughout our
government.

I encourage all Members of this body
to treat everybody equally and look at
everybody as an individual, not as a
representative of where their ancestors
came from years and years ago.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 40 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, July 24,
2023, at 11 a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

EC-1420. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Revisions;
California; San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution
Control District; Stationary Source Permits
[EPA-R09-OAR-2022-0420; FRI1.-9970-02-R9] re-
ceived June 29, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1421. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval
and Limited Approval-Limited Disapproval;
California; Antelope Valley Air Quality Man-
agement District; Stationary Source Per-
mits; New Source Review [EPA-R09-OAR-
2022-0427; FRL-10165-02-R9] received June 29,
2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-1422. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
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the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Approval;
State of Missouri; Confidential Information
[EPA-R07-OAR-2023-0214; FRL-10875-02-R7] re-
ceived June 29, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1423. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Revisions;
California; Yolo-Solano Air Quality Manage-
ment District [EPA-R09-OAR-2018-0160 FRL-
10867-02-R9] received June 29, 2023, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

EC-1424. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Partial
Approval and Partial Disapproval; Missouri;
Revision to Sulfur Dioxide Control Require-
ments for Lake Road Generating Facility
[EPA-R07-OAR-2023-0201; FR1L-10839-02-R7] re-
ceived June 29, 2023, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1425. A letter from the Associate Direc-
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting
the Agency’s final rule — Air Plan Revisions;
California; Sacramento Metropolitan Air
Quality Management District [EPA-R09-
OAR-2023-0036; FRL-10790-02-R9] received
June 29, 2023, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

EC-1426. A letter from the General Coun-
sel, Office of the General Counsel, Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit-
ting the Commission’s final rule — Account-
ing and Reporting Treatment of Certain Re-
newable Energy Assets [Docket No.: RM21-
11-000; Order No.: 898] received July 7, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

EC-1427. A letter from the Biologist,
Branch of Recovery and Conservation Plan-
ning, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Endangered and Threat-
ened Wildlife and Plants; Designation of Ex-
perimental Populations [Docket No.: FWS-
HQ-ES-2021-0033; FF09E41000 234
FXES111609C0000] (RIN: 1018-BF98) received
July 11, 2023, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

EC-1428. A letter from the Director Corps
Water Infrastructure Financing Plan, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, transmitting the
Corps’ final rule — Credit Assistance and Re-
lated Fees for Water Resources Infrastruc-
ture Projects [Docket Number: COE-2022-
0004] (RIN: 0710-AB31) received July 11, 2023,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

———

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mr. YAKYM (for himself and Mrs.
SYKES):

H.R. 4762. A bill to amend title 49, United
States Code, to extend the non-premium war
risk insurance program; to the Committee
on Transportation and Infrastructure.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
(for himself, Mr. HILL, Mr. JOHNSON
of South Dakota, Mr. DAVIDSON, and
Mr. EMMER):

H.R. 4763. A bill to provide for a system of
regulation of digital assets by the Com-
modity Futures Trading Commission and the
Securities and Exchange Commission, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG (for himself and
Mr. LAWLER):

H.R. 4764. A bill to establish a standard of
identity for honey, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committee on Agri-
culture, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. LYNCH (for himself and Mr.
NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 4765. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to carry out a study on Chinese
support for Afghan illicit finance, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Mr. MCHENRY:

H.R. 4766. A bill to provide for the regula-
tion of payment stablecoins, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services.

By Mr. STEIL:

H.R. 4767. A bill to make revisions to the
Federal securities laws with respect to
shareholder proposals, proxy voting, and the
registration of proxy advisory firms, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan-
cial Services.

By Ms. WATERS (for herself and Mr.
NUNN of Iowa):

H.R. 4768. A bill to require the Secretary of
the Treasury to instruct the United States
Executive Directors at the international fi-
nancial institutions to advocate for invest-
ment in projects that decrease reliance on
Russia for agricultural commodities; to the
Committee on Financial Services.

By Mrs. DINGELL (for herself, Mr.
GRAVES of Missouri, Ms. BONAMICI,
Mr. KEAN of New Jersey, Ms. TITUS,
Mr. D’EsposiTOo, Mr. IVEY, and Mr.
FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 4769. A bill to drive innovation in de-
veloping next-generation protection for fire-
fighters by accelerating the development of
PFAS-free turnout gear, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity, and in addition to the Committees on
Science, Space, and Technology, and Trans-
portation and Infrastructure, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. SARBANES (for himself, Mr.
ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. WITTMAN, and
Mrs. KIGGANS of Virginia):

H.R. 4770. A Dbill to reauthorize the Chesa-
peake Bay Office of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources. )

By Ms. BARRAGAN:

H.R. 4771. A Dbill to amend title XXI of the
Social Security Act to permanently extend
the Children’s Health Insurance Program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mrs. BICE
EDWARDS, Ms.
DEREMER, Mr.

(for herself, Mr.
MACE, Mrs. CHAVEZ-
CARTER of Georgia,
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Mr. DONALDS, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr.
AMODEI, Mr. LAMALFA, Mr. JOHNSON
of Ohio, Mr. NEHLS, Mr. FLOOD, Mr.
MOOLENAAR, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr.
BERGMAN, Mr. BABIN, Mr. C. SCOTT
FRANKLIN of Florida, Mr. LAWLER,
Mr. KELLY of Mississippi, Mr. BILI-
RAKIS, Mr. ELLZEY, Mr. TONY
GONZALES of Texas, Mr. WILLIAMS of
Texas, Ms. VAN DUYNE, Mr. McCOR-
MICK, Mr. ARRINGTON, Mr. GUEST, and
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky):

H.R. 4772. A bill to require that a State be
ineligible to receive funds under certain Fed-
eral programs unless the State has in effect
a State law restricting the purchase of agri-
cultural land by certain foreign persons, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, and in addition to the Committees
on Natural Resources, Energy and Com-
merce, and Science, Space, and Technology,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BILIRAKIS (for himself, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. CRENSHAW,
and Mrs. TRAHAN):

H.R. 4773. A bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to fund detection and
testing activities, such as wastewater sur-
veillance, to detect synthetic opioids, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER (for himself and
Mrs. GONZALEZ-COLON):

H.R. 4774. A bill to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to issue guidance on extreme
temperature events and resilience goals, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER (for her-
self and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 4775. A bill to amend title XIX and
XXI of the Social Security Act to provide
coverage of comprehensive tobacco cessation
services under such titles, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mrs. BOEBERT (for herself, Mr.
BABIN, Mr. BisHOP of North Carolina,
Mr. GOSAR, Mrs. HARSHBARGER, Mr.
HIGGINS of Louisiana, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. MEUSER, Mrs. MIL-
LER of Illinois, Mr. MOONEY, Mr.
MOORE of Alabama, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
NORMAN, Mr. OGLES, and Mr. PERRY):

H.R. 4776. A Dbill to terminate the
Disinformation Governance Board of the De-
partment of Homeland Security and to pro-
hibit the use of Federal funds to establish
any other similar Board, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. ESH0OO, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MENG, Mr. MORELLE,
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. POCAN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SHERMAN,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. VARGAS, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 4777. A Dbill to require regulation of
wastes associated with the exploration, de-
velopment, or production of crude oil, nat-
ural gas, or geothermal energy under the
Solid Waste Disposal Act, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT (for himself, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. BEYER, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms. CLARKE
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of New York, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CON-
NOLLY, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr.
DESAULNIER, Ms. ESH0OO, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr. KHANNA,
Mr. LYNCH, Ms. MENG, Mr. MORELLE,
Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. POCAN, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SHERMAN,
Mr. SMITH of Washington, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. VARGAS, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 4778. A bill to amend the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act and direct the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study
with respect to stormwater runoff from oil
and gas operations, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure.

By Ms. CHU (for herself and Mrs. MIL-
LER-MEEKS):

H.R. 4779. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide coverage for
custom fabricated breast prostheses fol-
lowing a mastectomy; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce, and in addition to
the Committee on Ways and Means, for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Ms. CHU (for herself, Ms. NORTON,
Ms. TOKUDA, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. JOHNSON
of Georgia, Ms. CROCKETT, Ms. GAR-
CIA of Texas, Mr. MULLIN, Mr.
TAKANO, Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. KILDEE, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, and Mr. MOSKOWITZ):

H.R. 4780. A bill to remove linguistic bar-
riers to participation in Gun Violence Pre-
vention Strategies; to the Committee on the
Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. CHU:

H.R. 4781. A bill to remove barriers to
health professions by providing resources to
access foundational educational training,
such as English language proficiency and
adult basic education, and to require the pro-
vision of child care, in demonstration
projects funded under the health profession
opportunity grant program under section
2008 of the Social Security Act; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York (for her-
self, Mr. CARTWRIGHT, Ms. SCHA-
KOWSKY, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. SMITH of Washington,
Mr. LYNCH, Mr. KHANNA, Ms.
BoNAMICI, Mr. BEYER, Mr. SHERMAN,
Ms. NORTON, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
COHEN, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. TLAIB,
Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, and Mr. MORELLE):

H.R. 4782. A bill to amend the Clean Air
Act to eliminate the exemption for aggrega-
tion of emissions from oil and gas sources,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 4783. A bill to provide low-income in-
dividuals with opportunities to enter and fol-
low a career pathway in the health profes-
sions, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 4784. A bill to provide for the dis-
charge of a private education loan in the
case of death or total and permanent dis-
ability of a student obligor, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Financial
Services, and in addition to the Committee
on Ways and Means, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.
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By Ms. DEGETTE (for herself, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. HUFFMAN,
Mr. KHANNA, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Ms. BoNAMICI, Mr. BEYER,
Mr. SHERMAN, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr.
VARGAS, Mr. MORELLE, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Mr.
PocCAN, and Ms. TLAIB):

H.R. 4785. A bill to repeal the exemption
for hydraulic fracturing in the Safe Drinking
Water Act, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. FINSTAD (for himself, Mr.
STAUBER, and Mrs. FISCHBACH):

H.R. 4786. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to conduct an audit of fraud re-
lating to waivers of certain requirements of
the child nutrition programs during the
COVID-19 pandemic, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

By Mr. GARBARINO (for himself, Ms.
SLOTKIN, Mr. LAWLER, Mr. KILDEE,
Mr. KILMER, Mr. LUCAS, and Ms.
TENNEY):

H.R. 4787. A Dbill to expand eligibility for
certain housing programs for qualified vol-
unteer first responders; to the Committee on
Financial Services.

By Mr. HIGGINS of New York:

H.R. 4788. A bill to make opioid treatment
programs eligible for grants under section
2008 of the Social Security Act; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means.

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 4789. A bill to provide support and as-
sistance to unborn children, pregnant
women, parents, and families; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition
to the Committees on Agriculture, Edu-
cation and the Workforce, Energy and Com-
merce, and the Judiciary, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. HUIZENGA (for himself, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. LucaAs, and Mr. MOON-
EY):

H.R. 4790. A bill to amend the Federal secu-
rities laws with respect to the materiality of
disclosure requirements, to establish the
Public Company Advisory Committee, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services.

By Mr. JORDAN (for himself, Mr.
JOHNSON of Louisiana, Mr. MOORE of
Alabama, Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr. BISHOP of
North Carolina, Mr. IssA, Mr. VAN

DREW, Mr. BIGGS, Mr. NEHLS, Mr.
GOODEN of Texas, Mr. STEUBE, Ms.
STEFANIK, Mr. MCCLINTOCK, Mr.

BUCK, Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. KILEY,
Mr. CLINE, and Mr. GAETZ):

H.R. 4791. A bill to prohibit Federal em-
ployees and contractors from directing on-
line platforms to censor any speech that is
protected by the First Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability, and in addition to
the Committees on Homeland Security, and
Energy and Commerce, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE (for herself,
Mr. CARDENAS, and Ms. ROSS):

H.R. 4792. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to account for the age of cer-
tain juvenile offenders and to amend title IV
of the Social Security Act to allow the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to
award competitive grants to enhance col-
laboration between State child welfare and
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juvenile justice systems, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary,
and in addition to the Committee on Ways
and Means, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. KHANNA (for himself and Ms.
MACE):

H.R. 4793. A bill to require executive agen-
cies to use the latest available technology to
improve website search function, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability.

By Mr. LAHOOD (for himself, Mr. CUR-
TIS, Mr. BOYLE of Pennsylvania, and
Mr. GOTTHEIMER):

H.R. 4794. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permit expenditures
from health savings accounts, flexible spend-
ing arrangements, and health reimbursement
arrangements for dietary supplements; to
the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. LAWLER (for himself, Mr.
VALADAO, and Mr. BAIRD):

H.R. 4795. A bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, with respect to attempted mur-
der and the trafficking of fentanyl; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada (for herself, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Mr. CARTER of
Louisiana, Mr. CONNOLLY, Ms. CROCK-
ETT, Mr. EVANS, Mr. GOTTHEIMER, Mr.
GRIJALVA, Mr. HUFFMAN, Ms.
KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. LIEU, Mrs.
McCLELLAN, Mr. SCHIFF, Ms. TITUS,
Ms. ToOKUDA, Mr. TRONE, Ms. WIL-
LIAMS of Georgia, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. LANDSMAN, Mr. JOHN-
SON of Georgia, Ms. WILSON of Flor-
ida, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN, Mrs.
FLETCHER, Mr. CASTEN, Ms. SEWELL,
Mr. SoTo, Mr. HORSFORD, Mr. Pa-
NETTA, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Ms. CLARKE
of New York, Ms. SPANBERGER, Mrs.
SYKES, and Mrs. HAYES):

H.R. 4796. A bill to establish a grant pro-
gram to fund reproductive health patient
navigators for individuals seeking abortion
services; to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

By Mr. LIEU (for himself, Mr. SHER-
MAN, and Mr. SCHIFF):

H.R. 4797. A bill to designate the Encinal
Trailhead on the Backbone Trail in the
Santa Monica Mountains National Recre-
ation Area as the ‘““‘Anthony ‘Tony’ Beilenson
Trailhead’; to the Committee on Natural
Resources.

By Mr. MCGOVERN (for himself, Ms.
SALAZAR, and Mr. FITZPATRICK):

H.R. 4798. A bill to amend the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to update and strengthen
existing efforts to end violence against chil-
dren, improve coordination among agencies
addressing this violence, and promote the
use of evidence-based strategies and critical
information gathering capabilities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

By Mr. OGLES (for himself and Mr.
ROSENDALE):

H.R. 4799. A bill to prohibit assistance
under the Ukraine Security Assistance Ini-
tiative until the President certifies to Con-
gress that the Government of Ukraine is not
providing funding, equipment, training, fuel,
or other support to the Russian Volunteer
Corps, the Azov Battalion, or any other neo-
Nazi militia; to the Committee on Armed
Services, and in addition to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each
case for consideration of such provisions as
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee
concerned.

By Mr. PANETTA (for himself, Mr.
DUARTE, Ms. CARAVEO, Mr. ROUZER,
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Mr. CosTA, Mr. EDWARDS, and Mrs.
CHAVEZ-DEREMER):

H.R. 4800. A Dbill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to establish an exception to
certain payment limitations in the case of
person or legal entity that derives income
from agriculture, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. PHILLIPS (for himself, Mr.
EVANS, Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. CASE, Mr.
MAGAZINER, and Mr. GRIJALVA):

H.R. 4801. A bill to establish the Compas-
sionate Capitalist Award to recognize orga-
nizations that substantially benefit the well-
being of their employees, stakeholders, and
communities, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. RASKIN:

H.R. 4802. A bill to provide that certain
agreements containing nondisclosure clauses
regarding claims of discrimination, harass-
ment, and retaliation shall not be enforce-
able, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. ROY (for himself, Mr. BISHOP of
North Carolina, Mr. MEUSER, Mr.
NORMAN, Mr. BIGGS, Mrs. SPARTZ, Mr.
GAETZ, Mr. GOSAR, Mr. ROUZER, Ms.
HAGEMAN, Mr. GooD of Virginia, Mr.
TIFFANY, Ms. MACE, Mr. WILLIAMS of
Texas, and Mr. BABIN):

H.R. 4803. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to expand and improve
health savings accounts, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Ms. SALINAS (for herself and Mr.
BLUMENAUER):

H.R. 4804. A bill to require the Federal
Crop Insurance Corporation to revise the
terms of the Standard Reinsurance Agree-
ment and the Livestock Price Reinsurance
Agreement, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Agriculture.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4805. A bill to prohibit the use of Fed-
eral funds to support lab-grown meat, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4806. A bill to prohibit foreign nations
from owning certain facilities, buildings, and
land; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4807. A bill to provide for the appoint-
ment of a Special Counsel to investigate and
prosecute any charges arising from the ac-
tivity of signatories to the letter entitled
‘“Public Statement on the Hunter Biden
Emails” (October 19, 2020) involving election
interference; to the Committee on the Judi-
ciary.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4808. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to evaluate certain fac-
tors for aliens who submit a state sponsored
Chinese immigration application or have
been employed by the Chinese Communist
Party; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4809. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to establish a grant pro-
gram for the provision of service dogs to eli-
gible veterans, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4810. A bill to rescind certain balances
made available to the Internal Revenue
Service and appropriate such amounts to the
Department of State Passport Office; to the
Committee on Appropriations, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY (for herself, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, Ms. DEGETTE, Ms. BARRAGAN,
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Mr. BEYER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr. COHEN,
Mr. DESAULNIER, Mr. HUFFMAN, Mr.
KHANNA, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. MORELLE,
Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
PocAaN, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. SMITH of
Washington, Ms. TLAIB, Mr. VARGAS,
and Ms. VELAZQUEZ):

H.R. 4811. A bill to amend the Safe Drink-
ing Water Act to require testing of under-
ground sources of drinking water in connec-
tion with hydraulic fracturing operations,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

By Mr. SCHIFF (for himself, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. BowMAN, Ms. BUSH,
Mr. CARDENAS, Mr. CARSON, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Ms. DEAN of
Pennsylvania, Mr. DESAULNIER, Ms.
ESCOBAR, Mr. EVANS, Mrs. HAYES, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. MENG,
Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin, Mr. NADLER,
Ms. NORTON, Mr. PANETTA, Mr.
PAYNE, Ms. PORTER, Mr. SABLAN, Ms.
SANCHEZ, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. SE-
WELL, Ms. STANSBURY, Mr. THOMPSON
of Mississippi, Ms. TITUS, Ms.
VELAZQUEZ, Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN,
and Ms. WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 4812. A bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to authorize the Secretary
of Education to make grants to institutions
of higher education to provide free meals to
low-income students through existing on-
campus meal programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Education and
the Workforce.

By Ms. SEWELL:

H.R. 4813. A bill to require geographical di-
versity in the provision of health profession
opportunity grants under section 2008 of the
Social Security Act, and to require the sup-
port services provided through the use of the
grants to include a transportation assistance
plan; to the Committee on Ways and Means.

By Mr. SOTO (for himself, Mr. BUR-
GESS, Mrs. TRAHAN, and Mr. GUTH-
RIE):

H.R. 4814. A bill to direct the Consumer
Product Safety Commission to establish a
pilot program to explore the use of artificial
intelligence in support of the mission of the
Commission and to direct the Secretary of
Commerce and the Federal Trade Commis-
sion to study and report on the use of
blockchain technology and digital tokens,
respectively; to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

By Mrs. TRAHAN (for herself, Mr.
LyNcH, Ms. NORTON, Mr. JOHNSON of
Georgia, Ms. VELAZQUEZ, Ms. TLAIB,
Mr. IVEY, Ms. LEE of California, Mr.
DAvVIs of Illinois, Mr. MULLIN, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois,
Mrs. SYKES, Mr. MCGOVERN, and Mr.
KEATING):

H.R. 4815. A Dbill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to expand the medical ex-
pense deduction, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture.

By Ms. UNDERWOOD (for herself, Ms.
SHERRILL, Mrs. CHERFILUS-MCCOR-
MICK, and Ms. TITUS):

H.R. 4816. A bill to amend title XXVII of
the Public Health Service Act to require
group health plans and health insurance
issuers offering group or individual health
insurance coverage to permit enrollees to ob-
tain a 365-day supply of contraceptives; to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committees on Ways
and Means, and Education and the Work-
force, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN (for her-
self, Mr. GALLEGO, Mr. BEYER, Mr.
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BLUMENAUER, Ms. BONAMICI, Ms.
BUSH, Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Ms. CHU, Ms. CLARKE of

New York, Mr. CLEAVER, Ms.
BARRAGAN, Mr. DOGGETT, Mr. EVANS,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. NORTON, Mr.
HUFFMAN, Ms. JACKSON LEE, Mr.

JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. KAPTUR, Mr.
KHANNA, Ms. LEE of California, Ms.
MATSUI, Ms. MENG, Ms. OCASIO-COR-
TEZ, Mr. PALLONE, Mr. QUIGLEY, Mr.
RASKIN, Mr. SARBANES, Ms.
STANSBURY, Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms.
TrTus, Ms. TLAIB, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,
Ms. WILLIAMS of Georgia, and Ms.
WILSON of Florida):

H.R. 4817. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development to establish
a grant program for planting of qualifying
trees in eligible areas, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv-
ices.

By Mr. WENSTRUP (for himself, Mr.
RU1Z, Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS, and Ms.
MOORE of Wisconsin):

H.R. 4818. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for the co-
ordination of programs to prevent and treat
obesity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce, and in ad-
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means,
for a period to be subsequently determined
by the Speaker, in each case for consider-
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju-
risdiction of the committee concerned.

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas (for him-
self and Ms. PEREZ):

H.R. 4819. A bill to require the Secretary of
Education to disclose information about ca-
reer and technical education and funding
under the Carl D. Perkins Career and Tech-
nical Education Act of 2006, and require
FAFSA applications to include a career and
technical education acknowledgment; to the
Committee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. MOSKOWITZ (for himself, Mr.
BUCHANAN, Ms. BoNnaMmicl, Mr. COHEN,
Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mr.
GOTTHEIMER, Mr. POSEY, Mr. RASKIN,
Mr. SWALWELL, Ms. TITUS, and Mr.
VAN DREW):

H. Con. Res. 59. Concurrent resolution urg-
ing all countries to outlaw the dog and cat
meat trade and to enforce existing laws
against such trade; to the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, for a period to be sub-
sequently determined by the Speaker, in
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota (for
himself, Mr. HiLL, Mr. FLOOD, Mr.
TORRES of New York, and Mr. NICK-
EL):

H. Res. 604. A resolution expressing support
for blockchain technology and digital assets;
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
and in addition to the Committees on Finan-
cial Services, and Agriculture, for a period to
be subsequently determined by the Speaker,
in each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the
committee concerned.

By Ms. MENG:

H. Res. 605. A resolution recognizing that
the United States needs to support and
strengthen mothers in the workforce by in-
vesting in the Mom Economy; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

By Mr. OGLES (for himself, Mr. WEBER
of Texas, and Mr. DUNCAN):

H. Res. 606. A resolution censuring Pramila
Jayapal, Representative of the 7th Congres-
sional District of Washington; to the Com-
mittee on Ethics.

By Mr. ROY (for himself and Mr. DA-
VIDSON):
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H. Res. 607. A resolution expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives that
the majority of NATO member countries
have failed to meet their defense spending
commitment and that the United States
should not continue to subsidize the security
of countries that choose not to invest in
their own defense; to the Committee on For-
eign Affairs.

By Mr. VEASEY (for himself, Mr.
ALLRED, Mr. CASTRO of Texas, Mr.
JOHNSON of Georgia, Ms. NORTON, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. DOGGETT, Ms.
CROCKETT, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. VICENTE
GONZALEZ of Texas, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,
Mr. GRIJALVA, Ms. LOIS FRANKEL of
Florida, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Ms.
CASTOR of Florida, Mrs. NAPOLITANO,
Mr. THANEDAR, Ms. ESCOBAR, Mr.
S0TO, Ms. BARRAGAN, Mr. CARDENAS,
Ms. TOKUDA, Ms. WILLIAMS of Geor-
gia, Mr. EVANS, Ms. BROWN, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Mr. MCGARVEY,
Mrs. MCCLELLAN, Mr. CARSON, Ms.
CLARKE of New York, Mr. TAKANO,
Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, Mr.
MOULTON, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms.
BLUNT ROCHESTER, Ms. SEWELL, Ms.
WiLsoN of Florida, Mr. HORSFORD,
Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE, Mr. ESPAILLAT,
Mr. CARTER of Louisiana, Ms. KELLY
of Illinois, Mr. FROST, Ms. BONAMICI,
Ms. JACOBS, Mr. GARcIA of Illinois,
Ms. STRICKLAND, Ms. KUSTER, Ms.
STEVENS, Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ,
Mr. CLEAVER, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. GAR-
ci1A of Texas, Mrs. BEATTY, Mrs.
ToORRES of California, Ms. PORTER,
Ms. PLASKETT, Mrs. FLETCHER, Ms.
TITUS, Mr. LYNCH, Mrs. FOUSHEE, Ms.
TLAIB, Mr. CASE, Ms. DEAN of Penn-
sylvania, and Mr. CASAR):

H. Res. 608. A resolution recognizing the
importance of diversity, equity, and inclu-
sion efforts in higher education; to the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce.

——————

MEMORIALS

Under clause 3 of rule XII,

ML-39. The SPEAKER presented a memo-
rial of the House of Representatives of the
State of Louisiana, relative to House Con-
current Resolution No. 122, memorializing
the United States Congress to incorporate
dental care management into contractual
agreements with Medicaid managed care
health plans for adults with intellectual and
developmental disabilities; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

———

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY AND
SINGLE SUBJECT STATEMENTS

Pursuant to clause 7(c)(1) of rule XII
and Section 3(c) of H. Res. 5 the fol-
lowing statements are submitted re-
garding (1) the specific powers granted
to Congress in the Constitution to
enact the accompanying bill or joint
resolution and (2) the single subject of
the bill or joint resolution.

By Mr. YAKYM:

H.R. 4762.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

War risk insurance.

By Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 4763.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Regulations with an Effect on Interstate
Commerce Article I, Section 8, clause 3
(Commerce Clause)

The single subject of this legislation is:

Comprehensive digital asset market struc-
ture regulation.

By Mr. ARMSTRONG:

H.R. 4764.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Under Article I, Section 8, Clause 3: [The
Congress shall have Power] To regulate Com-
merce with foreign Nations, and among the
several States, and with the Indian Tribes.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Develops an identity and labeling standard
for agriculture product known as ‘‘honey’’.

By Mr. LYNCH:

H.R. 4765.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the Secretary of the Treasury
to carry out a study on Chinese support for
Afghan illicit finance, and for other pur-
poses.

By Mr. McHENRY:

H.R. 4766.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof

The single subject of this legislation is:

Establishes a regulatory framework for
payment stablecoins.

By Mr. STEIL:

H.R. 4767.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18: To make all
Laws which shall be necessary and proper for
carrying into Execution the foregoing Pow-
ers, and all other Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

The single subject of th is legislation is:

This legfslation reforms the proxy process
and the provision and use of proxy voting ad-
vice.

By Ms. WATERS:

H.R. 4768.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”’

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require the Secretary of the Treasury
to instruct the United States Executive Di-
rectors at the international financial insti-
tutions to advocate for investment in
projects that decrease reliance on Russia for
agricultural commodities.

By Mrs. DINGELL:

H.R. 4769.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

The constitutional authority of Congress
to enact this legislation is provided by Arti-
cle I, section 8 of the United States Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

A bill to support the research and develop-
ment of PFAS-free turnout gear.

By Mr. SARBANES:

H.R. 4770.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
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following statement is submitted regarding
the specific powers granted to Congress in
the Constitution to enact the accompanying
bill or joint resolution. Congress has the
power to enact this legislation pursuant to
the following: Article I, Section 8 of the U.S.
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Environmental Education

By Ms. BARRAGAN:

H.R. 4771.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1 Section 8 of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill permanently extends the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program

By Mrs. BICE:

H.R. 4772.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 3: To regulate
Commerce with foreign Nations, and among
the several States, and with the Indian
Tribes; Clause 18: To make all Laws which
shall be necessary and proper for carrying
into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all
other Powers vested by this Constitution in
the Government of the United States, or in
any Department or Officer thereof

The single subject of this Legislation is:

Homeland Security

By Mr. BILIRAKIS:

H.R. 4773.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

This bill is enacted pursuant to Article 1,
Section 8, Clause 18 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill authorizes the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and state public
health departments to fund detection and
testing activities, such as wastewater sur-
veillance to detect synthetic opioids, includ-
ing fentanyl.

By Mr. BLUMENAUER:

H.R. 4774.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I Section 8 Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Emergency management.

By Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER:

H.R. 4775.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion

The single subject of this legislation is:

Healthcare

By Mrs. BOEBERT:

H.R. 4776.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 of the Con-
stitution, in that the legislation regulates
forms of commerce specified in that

The single subject of this legislation is:

Protecting Free Speech

By Mr. CARTWRIGHT:

H.R. 4777

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

The single subject of this legislation is:

Environment

By Mr. CARTWRiGHT:

H.R. 4778.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I

The single subject of this legislation is:

Environment

By Ms. CHU:

H.R. 4779.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health

By Ms. CHU:

H.R. 4780

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Article I, Section 8 of the
United States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To remove linguistic barriers to participa-
tion in Gun Violence Prevention Strategies.

By Ms. CHU:

H.R. 4781

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Clause 1 of Article I, Section 8 of the
United States Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To remove barriers to health professions
by providing resources to access
foundational educational training, such as
English language proficiency and adult basic
education, and to require the provision of
child care, in demonstration projects funded
under the health profession opportunity
grant program under section 2008 of the So-
cial Security Act.

By Ms. CLARKE of New York:

H.R. 4782.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Environment

By Mr. DAVIS of Illinois:

H.R. 4783.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health

By Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania:

H.R. 4784.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Student loans

By Ms. DEGETTE:

H.R. 4785.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 3, provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘regulate commerce
with foreign nations, and among the several
states, and with the Indian tribes.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Environmental Protection

By Mr. FINSTAD:

H.R. 4786.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Laws which shall be necessary and proper
for carying into Execution the foregoing
Powers, and all Powers vested by this Con-
stitution in the Government of the United
States, or in any Department or Officer
thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Oversight of COVID-era nutrition fraud

By Mr. GARBARINO:

H.R. 47817.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill allows volunteer firefighters and
EMS personnel to access two existing federal
housing assistance programs, the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Single-Family
Housing Guaranteed Loan Program and the
Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment’s Good Neighbor Next Door Sales Pro-
gram.

By Mr. HIGGINS of New York:

H.R. 4788.
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Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health profession opportunity grants

By Mrs. HINSON:

H.R. 4789.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill provides support and assistance to
unborn children, pregnant women, parents,
and families.

By Mr. HUIZENGA:

H.R. 4790.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18:

To make all Laws which shall be necessary
and proper for carrying into Execution the
foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vest-
ed by this Constitution in the Government of
the United States, or in any Department or
Officer thereof.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill would bring meaningful changes
to SEC disclosure regulations, as well as pro-
viding additional investor protections, trans-
parency and accountability to the share-
holder process.

By Mr. JORDAN:

H.R. 4791.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Section 8 of article I of the Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

To protect the rights guaranteed under the
First Amendment.

By Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE:

H.R. 4792.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to clause 7 of Rule XII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, the
following statement is submitted regarding
the specific powers granted to Congress in
the Constitution to enact the accompanying
bill.

This bill is introduced pursuant to the
powers granted to Congress under the Gen-
eral Welfare

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill will reform the federal juvenile
justice system to better address the needs of
juvenile offenders and provide holistic path-
ways for rehabilitation.

By Mr. KHANNA:

H.R. 4793.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the Constitution
gives Congress the power to make laws that
are necessary and proper to carry out its
enumerated powers.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Government Operations

By Mr. LAHOOD:

H.R. 4794.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution—
Congress has the power ‘“‘to make all Laws
which shall be necessary and proper for car-
rying into Execution the foregoing Powers,
and all other Powers vested by the Constitu-
tion in the Government of the United States,
or any Department or Officer thereof.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

The bill would amend the Internal Revenue
Code to permit expenditures from health sav-
ings accounts, flexible spending arrange-
ments, and health reimbursement arrange-
ments for dietary supplements.

By Mr. LAWLER:

H.R. 4795.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:
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Article 1, Section 8, Clause 18 of the U.S.
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

To amend title 18, United States Code,
with respect to attempted murder and the
trafficking of fentanyl.

By Ms. LEE of Nevada:

H.R. 4796.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 1 provides Con-
gress with the power to ‘‘lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises’ in order
to ‘“‘provide for the . . . general Welfare of
the United States.”

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health care.

By Mr. LIEU:

H.R. 4797.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Natural Resources

By Mr. MCGOVERN:

H.R. 4798.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Increase awareness of global violence
against children and strengthen U.S. govern-
ment coordination.

By Mr. OGLES:

H.R. 4799.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section VIII of the United States
Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Prohibits US assistance to neo-Nazi groups
in Ukraine.

By Mr. PANETTA:

H.R. 4800.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

Agriculture

By Mr. PHILLIPS:

H.R. 4801.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Art. I, § 8, cl. 3 of the Constitution of the
United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill establishes the Compassionate
Capitalist Award to recognize organizations
that substantially benefit the well-being of
their employees, stakeholders, and commu-
nities.

By Mr. RASKIN:

H.R. 4802.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18 (Necessary
and Proper Clause)

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit employers from using non-dis-
closure agreements (NDAs) to silence vic-
tims of workplace misconduct.

By Mr. ROY:

H.R. 4803.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Healthcare

By Ms. SALINAS:

H.R. 4804.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Pursuant to Article 1, Section 8, clause 3 of
the U.S. Constitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Federal Crop Insurance

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4805.



July 20, 2023

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit the use of Federal funds to sup-
port lab-grown meat, and for other purposes.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4806.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To prohibit foreign nations from owning
certain facilities, buildings, and land.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4807.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To provide for the appointment of a Spe-
cial Counsel to investigate and prosecute
any charges arising from the activity of sig-
natories to the letter entitled ‘‘Public State-
ment on the Hunter Biden Emails” (October
19, 2020) involving election interference.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4808.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity to evaluate certain factors for aliens
who submit a state sponsored Chinese immi-
gration application or have been employed
by the Chinese Communist Party.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4809.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to establish a grant program for the provi-
sion of service dogs to eligible veterans, and
for other purposes.

By Mr. SANTOS:

H.R. 4810.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

US Constitution, Article 1 Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

To rescind certain balances made available
to the Internal Revenue Service and appro-
priate such amounts to the Department of
State Passport Office.

By Ms. SCHAKOWSKY:

H.R. 4811.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8, Clauses 3 and 18.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Water Safety

By Mr. SCHIFF:

H.R. 4812.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the United States
Consitution

The single subject of this legislation is:

Education

By Ms. SEWELL:

H.R. 4813.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 Congress shall have
power to make all Laws which shall be nec-
essary and proper for carrying into Execu-
tion the foregoing Powers, and all other
Powers vested by this Constitution in the
Government of the United States, or in any
Department or Officer thereof

The single subject of this legislation is:

To require geographical diversity in the
provision of health profession opportunity
grants under section 2008 of the Social Secu-
rity Act, and to require the support services
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provided through the use of the grants to in-
clude a transportation assistance plan.
By Mr. SOTO:

H.R. 4814.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, of the United States
Constitution.

The single subject of this legislation is:

This bill authorizes a pilot program, study,
and report related to artificial intelligence,
digital tokens, and blockchain technology.

By Mrs. TRAHAN:

H.R. 4815.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

The single subject of this legislation is:

SNAP

By Ms. UNDERWOOD:

H.R. 4816.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article 1, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitu-
tion.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health Care

By Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN:

H.R. 4817.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8, clause 1

The single subject of this legislation is:

To direct the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development to establish a grant pro-
gram for planting of qualifying trees in eligi-
ble areas, and for other purposes

By Mr. WENSTRUP:

H.R. 4818.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8

The single subject of this legislation is:

Health

By Mr. WILLIAMS of Texas:

H.R. 4819.

Congress has the power to enact this legis-
lation pursuant to the following:

Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution of
the United States.

The single subject of this legislation is:

Requires the Department of Education to
publish information on the Office of Federal
Student Aid website regarding Career and
Technical Education information. In addi-
tion, the FAFSA application must include a
one-page summary about CTE programs and
require applicants to sign an acknowledg-
ment box before starting their FAFSA appli-
cation.

——————

ADDITIONAL SPONSORS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were added to public bills and resolu-
tions, as follows:

H.R. 11: Ms. BUDZINSKI and Mr. MCGARVEY.

H.R. 507: Ms. MCCOLLUM.

H.R. 603: Mr. GALLEGO.

H.R. 625: Ms. CLARKE of New York.

H.R. 663: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 700: Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. GOMEZ, Mr.
CAREY, Mr. NORCROSS, Ms. STEVENS, Mr.
VASQUEZ, and Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.

H.R. 709: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 735: Mr. FROST.

H.R. 824: Mr. MOOLENAAR, Mr. OBERNOLTE,
Mr. GooD of Virginia, and Mr. WILLIAMS of
New York.

H.R. 856: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey.

H.R. 902: Mr. RASKIN and Mr. ALLRED.

H.R. 987: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 1083: Ms. CARAVEO, Ms. HOYLE of Or-
egon, Ms. DEGETTE, Mr. ALLRED, Mrs. CHA-
VEZ-DEREMER, Ms. PETTERSEN, Ms. PINGREE,
and Ms. ESHOO.
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H.R. 1097: Mr. LEVIN.

H.R. 1128: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H.R. 1200: Mr. GAETZ.

H.R. 1324: Mr. BAIRD.

H.R. 1433: Ms. McCoLLUM, Mr. COHEN, Ms.
BonNaMIcI, Ms. SANCHEZ, Ms. CLARKE of New
York, and Ms. BARRAGAN.

H.R. 1448: Mrs. MILLER-MEEKS.

H.R. 1459: Mss. DAVIDS of Kansas.

H.R. 1509: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois and Mr.
GOTTHEIMER.

H.R. 1510: Mr. RUIZ.

H.R. 1536: Ms. MALLIOTAKIS, Mr. DELUZIO,
and Mrs. CHAVEZ-DEREMER.

H.R. 1570: Mr. ALLRED.

H.R. 1613: Mr. BENTZ.

H.R. 1634: Mr. CARDENAS.

H.R. 1637: Mrs. FOUSHEE and Mr.
DREW.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.

H.R.
fornia.

H.R. 2695: Mr.
FERNANDEZ.

H.R. 2700: Ms. STEFANIK and Mr. COLLINS.

H.R. 2742: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 2871: Mr. JoYCE of Ohio and Mr.
PAYNE.

H.R. 2889: Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Mr. HIMES, and
Ms. KUSTER.

H.R. 2992: Mr. NADLER and Mr. MAGAZINER.

H.R. 3008: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 3019: Mr. VEASEY.

H.R. 3023: Mr. OGLES.

H.R. 3139: Mr. PANETTA and Mr. LAHOOD.

H.R. 3152: Mr. OBERNOLTE, Mr. RUPPERS-
BERGER, Mr. LAHoOOD, and Mr. KELLY of Mis-
sissippi.

H.R. 3170: Mr. AMODEI, Ms. MANNING, Mrs.
FOUSHEE, and Ms. STRICKLAND.

H.R. 3207: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 3239: Ms. SANCHEZ.

H.R. 3240: Mr. KILMER.

H.R. 32568: Mr. FROST.

H.R. 3413: Mr. GOLDMAN of New York, Mr.
KRISHNAMOORTHI, and Mr. BOST.

H.R. 3475: Mr. HUFFMAN and Ms. PEREZ.

H.R. 3539: Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 3541: Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

H.R. 3545: Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

H.R. 3608: Mr. AGUILAR.

H.R. 3650: Ms. CARAVEO.

H.R. 3698: Mr. CASAR.

H.R. 3774: Ms. GARCIA of Texas.

H.R. 3791: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 3879: Ms. WILD.

H.R. 3882: Mr. NORCROSS, Ms.
and Mr. CISCOMANI.

H.R. 3887: Mrs. MILLER of West Virginia.

H.R. 3905: Ms. ROsS.

H.R. 3940: Mr. VALADAO, Mr. WITTMAN, and
Mr. MANN.

H.R. 4086: Mr. LAWLER.

H.R. 4127: Ms. SALINAS.

H.R. 4153: Ms. RoOsS.

H.R. 4174: Mr. MCGOVERN and Mr. ALLRED.

H.R. 4196: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois and Mr.
DUNCAN.

H.R. 4222:

H.R. 4227:

H.R. 4235:

H.R. 4260:

H.R. 4273: Mr. PETERS.

H.R. 4336: Ms. SHERRILL.

H.R. 4417: Mr. HARRIS, Mr. LAMALFA, and
Mr. GUEST.

H.R. 4443: Mr. NUNN of Iowa, Mr. KELLY of
Pennsylvania, Mr. BARR, Mr. VAN DREW, Mr.
MEUSER, Mr. MAST, Mr. BURCHETT, Mr.
WENSTRUP, Ms. SALAZAR, Mr. ZINKE, and Mr.
WALBERG.

VAN

1680:
1684:
1685:
1761:
1767:

Ms. DEAN of Pennsylvania.

Mr. CASTRO of Texas.

Mr. TAKANO.

Mr. GAETZ.

Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN.

1788: Mr. THANEDAR and Ms. SALINAS.
2370: Mr. KEATING.

2406: Mrs. McCLAIN and Mr. FINSTAD.
2415: Ms. NORTON and Ms. LEE of Cali-

GALLEGO and Ms. LEGER

SCHOLTEN,

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

QUIGLEY.
BAIRD.
VALADAO.
SABLAN.
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H.R. 4531: Ms. CROCKETT.

H.R. 4549: Ms. SLOTKIN and Mrs. SYKES.
H.R. 4550: Mr. KEATING.

H.R. 4557: Mrs. FOUSHEE.

H.R. 4572: Mrs. MCBATH, Mrs. BEATTY, Mr.
CLEAVER, Mr. VEASEY, Mr. CARDENAS, Ms.
JAYAPAL, Mrs. SYKES, Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr.
BisHOP of Georgia, and Ms. MOORE of Wis-
consin.

H.R. 4579: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.

H.R. 4619: Mrs. RADEWAGEN, Ms. SALAZAR,
Mrs. WAGNER, Mr. SELF, Mr. KEAN of New
Jersey, and Mrs. KiM of California.

H.R. 4621: Mr. GUEST.

H.R. 4713: Ms. UNDERWOOD, Mr. DUARTE,
and Mr. GRIJALVA.

H.R. 4715: Ms. SALAZAR.

H.R. 4716: Mrs. RADEWAGEN.

H.R. 4721: Mr. JORDAN.

H.R. 4726: Mr. KILEY.

H.R. 4727: Mrs. MILLER of Illinois.

H. Res. 149: Mr. CARTWRIGHT and Ms.
SCHOLTEN.

H. Res. 156: Mr. DELUZIO and Ms. McCoOL-
LUM.

H. Res. 262: Mr. JACKSON of Illinois.
H. Res. 532: Ms. OMAR and Mr. POCAN.
H. Res. 561: Mr. NADLER.

H. Res. 585: Mr. FITZPATRICK.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

DELETIONS OF SPONSORS FROM
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors
were deleted from public bills and reso-
lutions, as follows:

H.R. 4637: Mr. DAVIS of North Carolina.

———

DISCHARGE PETITIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XV, the fol-
lowing discharge petition was filed:

Petition 6, July 18, 2023, by Ms. PRESSLEY
on House Joint Resolution 25, was signed by
the following Members: Ms. Pressley, Ms.
Garcia of Texas, Ms. Kelly of Illinois, Mr.
Vargas, Mr. Evans, Mr. Espaillat, Mr.
Thompson of California, Ms. Strickland, Mr.
Courtney, Ms. Clarke of New York, Ms. Lof-
gren, Mr. Grijalva, Mr. Ruppersberger, Mr.
Castro of Texas, Mr. Carbajal, Ms. Escobar,
Mrs. Napolitano, Mrs. McBath, Mrs. McClel-
lan, Mr. Garamendi, Mr. Cuellar, Mr. Soto,
Mr. Davis of Illinois, Mr. Nadler, Mr.
Thanedar, Ms. Wexton, Ms. Jayapal, Ms.
Scanlon, Ms. Schakowsky, Ms. Bush, Mrs.
Hayes, Mr. Green of Texas, Ms. Lee of Cali-
fornia, Mr. Horsford, Ms. Brown, Mr. Ivey,
Mrs. Beatty, Ms. Williams of Georgia, Ms.
Sewell, Mr. Clyburn, Mr. Bishop of Georgia,
Ms. Blunt Rochester, Ms. Kuster, Ms.
Brownley, Mr. Doggett, Mr. Beyer, Ms.
McCollum, Mr. Jackson of Illinois, Ms. Jack-
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son Lee, Ms. Tokuda, Ms. Chu, Ms. Under-
wood, Mr. Foster, Ms. Ross, Mr. McGovern,
Mr. Hoyer, Mr. Lieu, Ms. Porter, Mrs.
Fletcher, Mr. Allred, Mr. Kim of New Jersey,
Mrs. Trahan, Ms. Leger Fernandez, Mr.
Himes, Ms. Spanberger, Ms. Sherrill, Mr.
Nickel, Ms. Castor of Florida, Mr. Pappas,
Ms. Lois Frankel of Florida, Ms. Houlahan,
Mr. Larsen of Washington, Mr. Sherman, Ms.
Slotkin, Ms. Scholten, Ms. Bonamici, Mr.
Menendez, Ms. Jacobs, Ms. Balint, Mr.
Landsman, Ms. Kamlager-Dove, Mrs. Peltola,
Ms. Ocasio-Cortez, Mr. Frost, Ms. Meng, Mr.
Krishnamoorthi, Mr. Robert Garcia of Cali-
fornia, Ms. Lee of Pennsylvania, Ms. Tlaib,
Ms. DelBene, Ms. Adams, Mr. Johnson of

Georgia, Mr. Torres of New York, Ms.
Wasserman Schultz, Mr. Cardenas, Ms.
DeLauro, Mr. Gomez, Mr. Magaziner, Ms.

Omar, Mr. Pocan, Mr. Auchincloss, Ms. Clark
of Massachusetts, Ms. Lee of Nevada, Ms.
Eshoo, Ms. Matsui, Ms. Barragan, Mr.
DeSaulnier, Mr. Sarbanes, Mr. Lynch, Ms.
Pelosi, Mr. Sorensen, Mr. Swalwell, Mrs. Ra-
mirez, Mrs. Watson Coleman, Mrs. Foushee,
Ms. Stevens, Ms. Wilson of Florida, Mrs.
Sykes, Mr. Quigley, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Neguse,
Mr. Carter of Louisiana, Mr. Peters, Ms. Sa-
linas, Ms. Budzinski, Ms. Wild, Ms. Waters,

Mr. Davis of North Carolina, Mr. Blu-
menauer, Ms. Crockett, Mrs. Cherfilus-
McCormick, Ms. Pingree, Mrs. Torres of

California, Mr. Bera, Ms. DeGette, Ms. Moore
of Wisconsin, Mr. Levin, and Mr. Connolly.
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The Senate met at 10 a.m., and was
called to order by the Honorable RAPH-
AEL G. WARNOCK, a Senator from the
State of Georgia.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty God, by Your providence,
You gave us a nation conceived in lib-
erty. Today, infuse our lawmakers with
the spirit of liberty and justice so that
their work will reflect Your purposes
and plans. May their knowledge of
Your providential purposes keep them
from detours that lead away from
abundant living. May their small suc-
cesses prompt them to attempt larger
undertakings for human betterment.
As they seek to do Your will, bless
them with the awareness of the con-
stancy of Your presence. Lord, guide
them by Your higher wisdom, and keep
their hearts at peace with You.

We pray in Your great Name. Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mrs. MURRAY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, July 20, 2023.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby

Senate

appoint the Honorable RAPHAEL G. WARNOCK,
a Senator from the State of Georgia, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.
PATTY MURRAY,
President pro tempore.

Mr. WARNOCK thereupon assumed
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, leader-
ship time is reserved.

——————

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion to resume consideration of the fol-
lowing nomination, which the clerk
will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of David M.
Uhlmann, of Michigan, to be an Assist-
ant Administrator of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, today,
the Senate will continue the bipartisan
process of passing our annual Defense
authorization bill, the NDAA.

We had a productive afternoon yes-
terday. We held votes on four amend-
ments, from both Democrats and Re-
publicans.

We affirmed our unflinching commit-
ment to our NATO allies by defeating

an amendment that sought to under-
mine our support for the transatlantic
relationship. Eighty-three Senators
united to defeat this amendment, and I
thank every single one of them for
standing firm. It is a majority of both
parties.

In another win for NATO, we also
adopted Senator KAINE’sS amendment
stating that no President can unilater-
ally take us out of NATO without Sen-
ate approval. Adopting Kaine’s amend-
ment was an unmistakable message to
both our friends and foes that Amer-
ica’s commitment to NATO will not
waiver. The political winds may shift,
but America’s bonds to NATO will re-
main unbent.

That is what passing the annual de-
fense bill should look like: both sides
proposing and debating amendments,
both sides having input, both sides
working in good faith to get this bill
passed as soon as we can.

We will keep working today. After
voting on the Cruz-Manchin-Fetterman
amendment this morning, I hope we
can agree to additional votes. We will
keep negotiating on additional reason-
able amendments that we can bring to
the floor, so we can keep this process
going.

Nobody thinks this kind of biparti-
sanship is easy, and both sides have
honest disagreements, as we do on so
many issues. But that should not pre-
vent us from fulfilling our obligation
to take care of our servicemembers,
take care of our DOD workforce, and
provide for our common defense, so
necessary these days.

There is every reason in the world to
get this bill done as soon as we can. As
I have said all week, the NDAA is full
of provisions that both sides can cele-
brate—provisions that seem incre-
mental on their own but together pro-
vide a strong foundation for the secu-
rity of this Nation.

We will make important progress to
outcompete the Chinese Government.
We will pass the first pieces of legisla-
tion this year related to AI oversight.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

53437



S3438

We will strengthen our ties to Taiwan,
increase our influence in the Indo-Pa-
cific, make progress on the vital
AUKUS partnership, and increase the
administration’s power to sanction and
punish international fentanyl traf-
fickers.

I mentioned this before, but I cannot
emphasize it enough. This fentanyl bill
is a major, major help in stopping the
scourge of fentanyl from coming into
this country. Members on both sides of
the aisle should celebrate that in a bi-
partisan way. Under the leadership of
Senator BROWN and Senator TIM SCOTT,
we were able to get this done.

All of these agreements are the re-
sult of both sides working together,
each one a good reason to keep going
until the job was done. Both sides will
continue working today and into next
week until we pass the NDAA. We are
making good progress, but, of course,
we still have more to do.

APPROPRIATIONS

Mr. President, now on appropria-
tions, as the Senate works to finish the
NDAA, we will also vote this morning
on an important executive nominee,
David Uhlmann to be Assistant Admin-
istrator at the EPA. Mr. Uhlmann is
one of the Nation’s top prosecutors of
criminal polluters. He has broad sup-
port from leading officials from both
former Democratic and Republican ad-
ministrations.

Off the floor, we will also make great
progress on the appropriations bill.

This morning, the Appropriations
Committee is marking up three more
bills, continuing the great work of our
appropriators over the past few
months. This is never an easy process,
but hats off to Chair MURRAY and Vice
Chair COLLINS. They are working really
well together, and we are on track to
pass all of our appropriations bills
through committee, through regular
order, with strong bipartisan support.
It is hard to do, but they are doing a
great job.

It is precisely how the appropriations
process should work—both sides com-
ing together, finding common ground,
and advancing bills that invest in
American families, keep our commu-
nities safe, and keep our government
open.

It is this kind of bipartisan coopera-
tion that prevented any government
shutdown in the last Congress when
Democrats had majorities in the House
and in the Senate. Not one shutdown.
Not even for a day. We didn’t shut the
government down. Americans don’t
want to see one this year.

There is a lot of work to do, but to-
day’s markup is another example that
our appropriators are moving forward
on a good path, and I thank them again
for their efforts.

U.S. SUPREME COURT

Mr. President, and now finally on the
SCOTUS ethics markup, the Supreme
Court ethics markup, this morning, as
I speak, the Judiciary Committee is
holding votes to advance Supreme
Court ethics reform legislation. I sup-
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port Chairman DURBIN, Senator WHITE-
HOUSE, and the Judiciary Committee’s
work on SCOTUS ethics reform, and I
look forward to working with them to
make progress on this legislation.

Holding Supreme Court Justices to
high ethical standards should not be a
partisan issue. On the contrary, both
sides should leap at the opportunity to
do whatever we can to protect the
public’s trust in our system of justice.
It is an essential part of protecting our
democracy.

Right now, sadly, Americans’ trust in
the Supreme Court is understandably
shaken. They see Supreme Court Jus-
tices accepting lavish gifts and vaca-
tions from billionaires and MAGA ex-
tremists—not your ordinary, run-of-
the-mill billionaires but true
ideologues who then support organiza-
tions and court suits to move America
to the far right, and the Court seems to
do it. Then they turn around, gut—
these ideologues turn around, gut af-
firmative action, block student debt
relief for millions of Americans, and
green-light discrimination against the
LGBTQ community. The hypocrisy, the
appearance of a conflict of interest is
sickening, and Americans clearly see
right through it.

The American people agree that Jus-
tices who sit on the highest Court in
the land should be held to equally high
ethical standards.

So, again, to repeat, I support the ef-
forts of Chairman DURBIN and the Judi-
ciary Committee, and I will work with
them to make progress on this issue.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
KENTUCKY FLOODING

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, communities across my home
State endured another spate of heavy
rains. Flash flooding was especially se-
vere in Western Kentucky, where resi-
dents are still rebuilding after torna-
does pummeled the region just 19
months ago.

First responders have been moving
quickly to rescue and evacuate those
impacted, and I understand that so far,
there are no reported injuries or
deaths. I am thankful for the heroic
work to keep Kentuckians safe.

My team is in touch with State and
local officials to help however we can,
and later today, I will speak with the
mayor of Mayfield to get an update on
the situation in her community.

Elaine and I continue to pray for the
safety of West Kentuckians as they re-
cover and rebuild in this time of need.
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BORDER SECURITY

Mr. President, on an entirely dif-
ferent matter, ‘“The administration’s
plan is working as intended.” That is
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s assessment of the situation at
our southern border since President
Biden ended title 42 authorities back in
May.

On the Biden administration’s watch,
Customs and Border Protection re-
ported record-shattering numbers of il-
legal border crossings. Yet Washington
Democrats would like us to believe
that with the flip of a switch, they
have brought the crisis they helped
create under control. Believe me, I
wish that were true. But the American
communities dealing with the effects
of President Biden’s open borders, like
the record flows of deadly drugs, know
different.

And so do the thousands of migrants
caught up in this administration’s hu-
manitarian catastrophe along the bor-
der. Here, unfortunately, are the facts.
While the Biden administration crows
about migrant encounters declining,
the month of May 2023 saw nearly 35,000
inadmissible persons arriving at south-
ern border points of entry. That is dou-
ble the May total from just a year be-
fore. And last month, in June, the
number jumped to over 45,000.

Meanwhile, the number of FBI Terror
Watch List suspects arrested at the
border thus far this fiscal year has al-
ready set a new annual record. Presi-
dent Biden’s HHS Department still
can’t seem to account for over 85,000
children who arrived at the border un-
accompanied and were released into
the United States.

I know several of our colleagues on
this side of the aisle will have more to
say on the subject later today, but if
this is what the Biden administration
calls a plan that is working as in-
tended, I hate to see what they think
failure looks like.

NOMINATIONS

Mr. President, on another matter, for
more than 2 years now, the Biden ad-
ministration has sent the Senate a
steady stream of radical and unquali-
fied nominees. That much is hardly
news. But today, the President’s pick
to serve as Secretary of Labor made an
especially ignominious bit of history.
Julie Su has now waited longer for con-
firmation by the Senate of the same
party as the President than any pre-
vious Cabinet nominee on record.

Her nomination has spent 4%2 months
in limbo while Senate Democrats de-
cide whether they can even muster a
party line confirmation vote.

“We’re still taking input.”” That has
become sort of our colleagues’ go-to
line as they decide whether to hold
their noses and vote this scandal-
plagued, leftwing activist into the job.
Well, I would suggest to our colleagues
that there is not much that Ms. Su’s
radical record has left to the imagina-
tion.

This is a nominee who managed to
botch her previous job so royally that
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the biggest newspaper in her home
State, The Los Angeles Times, called
one department’s performance on her
watch an ‘“‘epic failure.” That was the
L.A. Times describing the performance
of this California department head.

As head of California’s labor author-
ity, Ms. Su was responsible for tens of
billions of dollars in fraudulent unem-
ployment insurance payments—tens of
billions of dollars in fraud. Why on
Earth would the Biden administration
think that sort of performance de-
serves an encore?

Well, maybe because Ms. Su has a
penchant for doing the bidding of fa-
vorite liberal activists and Big Labor
allies. On the job in California, Ms. Su
reportedly instructed employees on
how to hide illegal immigrants from
Customs authorities working to en-
force the law. Here in Washington, she
has worked overtime to give unions ac-
cess to more of the workers’ paychecks
and veto power over vast-evolving in-
dustries where independent contractors
and gig workers thrive.

So American taxpayers have seen
enough—enough—of Julie Su. When
will Senate Democrats finally decide
they have as well?

CHINA

Mr. President, on one final matter,
this week, the Biden administration’s
climate envoy, John Kerry, was in Bei-
jing on a mission to get Beijing to cut
its carbon emissions.

As China continues to oppress its
own people and threaten peaceful
neighbors in the Indo-Pacific, our
former colleague apparently thought
he could get Chinese officials to treat
leftwing climate policy as a ‘‘free-
standing” issue. Well, by all accounts,
the administration’s envoy was unsuc-
cessful on that front. It appears he did
not meet with the Chinese foreign min-
ister or President Xi.

Meanwhile, China’s leader used his
latest public remarks to reiterate that
he didn’t plan to curb increasing emis-
sions—let alone start lowering them—
for another 7 years.

So let me put it another way. Over
the last 7 years, the U.S. economy cut
its emissions by 5 percent while China
increased its own by 12 percent. While
the Biden administration waged war on
affordable energy and decimated coal
country, China made plans for hun-
dreds—hundreds—of new coal plants.
While President Biden has tried to cut
defense spending after inflation, the
PRC has plowed ahead with invest-
ments in domestic industry and mili-
tary modernization.

Perhaps the administration’s climate
envoy would be interested in the car-
bon emissions of China’s fast-growing
navy or the fuel efficiency of its
hypersonic missiles. The PRC appears
to be all too happy to trade nonbinding
international commitments for more of
America’s jobs, prosperity, and na-
tional security.

America’s top adversary clearly rec-
ognizes what the Biden administration
does not: You can’t win a strategic
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competition by hamstringing your own
economy, and you can’t expect to con-
vince your rival to follow suit volun-
tarily.

According to the PRC’s summary of
this week’s meetings, the U.S. needs to
“properly handle the Taiwan issue’ in
exchange for any of the hollow, unen-
forceable promises the Biden adminis-
tration hoped China would make on its
carbon emissions.

Sell out a peaceful democracy in ex-
change for leftwing climate priorities?
No one should be surprised that Beijing
responded to the administration’s
naive demands on climate with a pri-
ority of its own. On that count, the
Biden administration’s envoy deserves
some credit for walking away. But this
is hardly the only time Democrats
have gone looking in the wrong places
for an edge in our competition with
China.

Here is the truth: The way to keep
America safe and prosperous is to in-
vest in hard power and deter those who
wish us harm. And this week, as the
Senate continues our work on the
NDAA, our colleagues have an oppor-
tunity to demonstrate that they under-
stand this basic essential reality.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Republican whip.

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR

FISCAL YEAR 2024

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, cur-
rently, the Senate is considering one of
the most important pieces of legisla-
tion that we consider each year, and
that is the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act.

It is a bill that authorizes funding for
our men and women in uniform and our
defense needs—from planes, ships, and
submarines to weapons, logistics, and
communications technology.

The United States has long had a rep-
utation for military strength, and part
of that reputation has rested on the
strength of our equipment, but in re-
cent years, our technological advan-
tage has eroded to the point where
there is reason to be concerned wheth-
er we would win a war against a major
power like China. While we have made
some progress to reverse this trend, we
have a lot more work to do to ensure
our military retains our technological
edge, and I am glad that this year’s
NDAA makes progress toward this
goal.

Today, I want to talk about one crit-
ical aspect of America’s defense capa-
bilities in particular, and that is long-
range strike, specifically our bombers.

Long-range strategic bombers have
played a critical role for the United
States in a number of conflicts, but to-
day’s bomber force is desperately in
need of an update. Our bomber inven-
tory is roughly one-third the size that
it was in 1989, and it is the oldest in Air
Force history. Experts warn that, in a
conflict, the current U.S. bomber force
would be insufficient against an adver-
sary like China. Fortunately, this is
one problem that we have made a con-
certed effort to address.
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Congress, the Pentagon, and succes-
sive administrations have been at work
developing a next-generation strategic
bomber for a number of years, and we
finally have it. That is the B-21 Raider.
It is a sixth-generation, long-range
strategic bomber, and it will take its
first flight later this year.

This is something that, as I said ear-
lier, our Nation has a vital interest in
making sure it is completed and that
we get that important military asset
as part of our defense arsenal as we
look at the threats that we face around
the globe today.

The Air Force calls the Raider the fu-
ture backbone of its bomber force, and
Secretary of Defense Austin says it is
‘‘deterrence the American way.”

The B-21 is an example of what
American ingenuity can achieve. It
will be able to penetrate hostile air de-
fenses and reach targets anywhere in
the world, which 90 percent of our cur-
rent bomber force can’t do, all while
launching from the United States and
deploying stealth technologies that
you have to see—or should I say—not
see to believe. This is a remarkable ca-
pability. Its systems will be able to
evolve with a changing threat environ-
ment and incorporate new technologies
within the airframe, and it will be able
to work alongside the technologies of
tomorrow, such as unmanned aircraft
and artificial intelligence.

The specter of the B-21 has already
caused a stir in China, and I am certain
that it will cause our adversaries to
think twice about aggression.

I am proud that when the B-21 enters
service in the next few years, South
Dakota’s Ellsworth Air Force Base will
be Main Operating Base 1—home to
both the formal training unit and the
first operational squadron. The men
and women of Ellsworth are working
hard to prepare for this important new
mission, and I am working to ensure
they have everything they need to suc-
cessfully carry it out.

Last year, I worked to ensure that
Congress provided not only for the de-
velopment and initial production of the
B-21 but for support facilities at Ells-
worth that will be needed for the air-
craft, including a radio frequency facil-
ity and a weapons generation facility.

I was also able to secure language in
last year’s NDAA to create a pilot pro-
gram to evaluate dynamic airspace
concepts. Dynamic airspace will allow
airspace boundaries to evolve as mili-
tary exercises progress, enabling larger
volumes of airspace for realistic train-
ing for aircraft like the B-21.

I am pleased to report that this
year’s NDAA authorizes full funding
for the next steps of the B-21 mission,
including continued bomber develop-
ment and procurement as well as con-
tinued investment in the required sup-
port facilities at Ellsworth.

In looking at Ellsworth today, it is
hard to imagine that its future was in
jeopardy not that long ago. Shortly
after I came to the Senate, the Depart-
ment of Defense’s Base Realignment
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and Closure Commission recommended
Ellsworth for closure. So one of my
first priorities as a U.S. Senator was
just keeping Ellsworth open, and I will
say the odds were not in our favor. But
thanks to an all-hands effort by our
congressional delegation and State and
community leaders, we proved to the
BRAC commission that Ellsworth was
too valuable of an asset to lose. Then
we got right to work in building up the
base so that we would never again find
ourselves in the same position.

Today, Ellsworth is home not only to
the B-21 bomber—the current work-
horse of long-range strike—but also the
Air Force Financial Services Center;
the 89th Attack Squadron, which re-
motely controls MQ-9 Reapers; the
Powder River Training Complex, which
is the largest training airspace in the
continental United States; and, soon,
the B-21 bomber.

Once slated for closure, Ellsworth is
set to be a critical part of our Nation’s
defense long into the future, and I will
continue to do everything I can to sup-
port both the base’s mission and the
men and women who make it happen.

As I have noted, the B-21 represents a
substantial advance in our Nation’s
long-range strike capabilities, and it
will help ensure that we are more pre-
pared to meet the threats of the 2lst
century.

But as critical as it is, long-range
strike is just one aspect of our Nation’s
defense, and we will have a lot of work
to do to strengthen our Nation’s readi-
ness across the board. We need more B-
21-type efforts to leverage the best of
our technological advancements to up-
grade other aspects of our Nation’s de-
fense, and we need them quickly. The
war in Ukraine, as well as war games
addressing the defense of Taiwan, have
made clear the cost of a major conflict,
and if we hope to avoid such conflicts
and deter future attacks against our
country or our allies, we need to make
restoring our readiness a top priority.

As we move forward, I will continue
to do everything I can to support not
only our airmen at Ellsworth and the
B-21 mission but the critical work of
upgrading our Nation’s military capa-
bilities.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PHARMACY BENEFIT MANAGERS

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I
want to talk to most Oklahomans
about pharmaceuticals, about the cost
of drugs and going to the pharmacy.

They don’t think a lot about supply
chain issues—though, I actually have a
bill that is working on this, and this is
an issue we have got to resolve.

About 10,000 of the active pharma-
ceutical ingredients come from com-
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munist China. We are very exposed
there. That is a very big risk. We have
got to work to be able to make sure
that we can get access to our pharma-
ceuticals without being dependent on
China to do that. That is a risk that
people want to solve, but it is one that
they don’t really talk about the most.
Most of the time, we talk about the
cost of a drug and its availability at
their local pharmacy. Let me talk
about both of those.

As ironic as it sounds, they are tied
up together and not in the way that
people think about most of them. Many
people think that drug companies
produce drugs, and then they sell it to
the pharmacy, and then the pharmacy
sells the drug. They think that that is
the way it works. It is really not, actu-
ally. Those are two elements. There are
drug companies that do research, that
develop the drugs, and do all of the
clinical trials and get it approved, and
they are ready to go, but then there is
a wholesale network back there that
actually handles the distribution.

Then there is this group that almost
no one has heard of called the phar-
macy benefit manager. The pharmacy
benefit manager actually, oftentimes,
sets the real price for the drug. The
drug company may produce it at one
price, and the pharmacy is ready to be
able to sell it at a price, but there is
this group in between, the pharmacy
benefits manager, that actually con-
trols how it works.

Now, if I am at the pharmacy in
Atoka, OK, the patients who are com-
ing into that rural, beautiful commu-
nity just know what they are paying at
the counter; but if you go behind the
counter and talk to the pharmacist
there or in any other number of com-
munities there, they will tell you they
are struggling as an independent phar-
macy, especially in rural areas, be-
cause there is a game happening with
the pharmacy benefit manager that is
to the benefit of what is called a PBM
and to the detriment of the local phar-
macy and of the patient. It is an issue
that has got to be resolved.

About 80 percent of all of the drugs
that move across the country right
now are managed by three different
pharmacy benefit managers. Now, I am
not opposed to competition, but here is
what they have actually done over the
last several years: The insurer has pur-
chased the insurance company, the
pharmacy benefit manager, the group
that actually does the purchasing of
the drugs, then, often, the retail phar-
macy as well for some of those big
chain retail pharmacies. So they, lit-
erally, own the entire network there,
and they can make money through the
whole network.

Again, I am a free market capitalist,
and I don’t have an issue with people
doing that, but here is what is actually
happening: The leverage, then, of the
big pharmacies owning all of the rest of
the chain there is that if you are not in
their group, you are facing some real
consequences and a real squeeze be-
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cause they now set the price and tell
you how it works.

Let me give you a couple of examples
of things that I believe we need to ad-
dress and that I have been working on
for years. Finally, the Finance Com-
mittee of the U.S. Senate is actually
taking on this issue.

One of them is another little code
thing that most people don’t know ex-
ists, called DIR fees. This direct and in-
direct remuneration fee is how the
whole process works behind the scenes
at an independent pharmacy. Let me
give you an illustration, and try to
take this off the top shelf.

So let’s say you are a company and
you manufacture a product or that you
are in retail and you sell a product
that is out there. So you sell a product,
whatever it may be—I don’t care if it is
a shirt or a couch, whatever it may
be—and you are going to ship it out.
You do the shipping, and you antici-
pate, once the shipping is done, you
will be reimbursed for the shipping.
Your job is to be able to retail sell it,
ship it out, and then you get the reim-
bursement for that.

But what would happen in your busi-
ness if you sold it, shipped it, and then
after you shipped it and paid for the
shipping, someone came back to you
and said: ‘‘Actually, that may have
cost you $50 to ship that. I am only
going to give you $20 for the shipping
because I didn’t like the way you did
the shipping. I didn’t like who you did
the shipping with. I don’t like the box
that you put it in. I preferred a dif-
ferent box. So you lose $30 in the ship-
ping because you didn’t put it in the
right kind of box’’?

So here is what you do: The next
month, when you are shipping, you
make sure you put it in the box that
whoever this is who is reimbursing you
likes that certain kind of box. You put
it in that box, you ship it out, and then
you wait for the reimbursement. In-
stead, the company comes back and
says: ‘““‘Oh, no. We have changed our
mind. Now we would like a different
color of box. So, yes, you put it in the
right kind of box, but we would like it
in a different color box, so we are going
to reimburse you $10, even though it
cost you $50.”” This may sound absurd,
but welcome to the world of the DIR
fees for pharmacies.

Here is what happens: They purchase
the drug and get the drug, and they are
ready to sell it. They sell it to the con-
sumer. The consumer at the counter
pays them for it. They have got their
money from the consumer. It goes out
the door. Then a month or a quarter or
sometimes even a year later, the phar-
macy benefit manager sends a notifica-
tion to the pharmacy and says: ‘“‘Oh, we
didn’t like the way that you did that.”
It wasn’t a quality thing. It was just
how they did it.

Sometimes they will say: “Well, you
really should have prescribed two drugs
to this person, and you just did one.”
Now, the pharmacist doesn’t choose
what drugs are going out to the patient
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who is there; the doctor does. The
pharmacist just fills the script. But the
pharmacy benefit manager may say:
“‘Oh, you needed to have sold him more
drugs than what you did, so we are
going to reimburse you less for this.”
And they literally change the rules
after the sale is done. So they will re-
imburse them, but sometimes they will
reimburse them less than the actual
drug costs to the pharmacist; so the
pharmacist actually loses money on
filling a prescription for this person,
but they don’t know that until months
later.

That is what is happening right now
in small pharmacies across America
because the pharmacy benefit man-
agers are focused on how they can
make more money, even if it closes
down rural, independent pharmacies.

What is interesting is that several of
my rural pharmacies have told me they
will get these change of rules where
suddenly now they are selling drugs or
sold a long time ago a drug to someone
for less than what they are actually
being reimbursed now. They will often
get that notification and then a week
later get a notification from that big
pharmacy group saying: Hey, by the
way, if you want to join our retail
chain and close down your chain, we
will buy you out.

It is a great way to put a little pres-
sure squeeze on them to say: We are
going to reimburse you less than the
cost of your drugs unless you are one of
our pharmacies, and then maybe we
will do a little bit better.

Listen, this is the United States of
America. We like competition, but we
also like fair competition where people
are actually reimbursed for the cost of
their actual product, they are actually
able to survive, and especially in rural
areas, that independent pharmacy is
able to thrive, because in rural areas
across our country, there is not a lot of
access to healthcare. So when people
have a question about their drugs and
about their healthcare, where do they
go0? The pharmacist in their small
town, that is where they go.

DIR fees from these pharmacy ben-
efit managers are directly putting at
risk the survival of rural pharmacies
across America and across my State,
and I am going to do whatever I can to
make sure those companies don’t drive
out of business local, rural pharmacies
in my State because my people in my
State need that support in their local
area.

They may want to do mail-order
pharmacy for some things. It is very
convenient. It is great. If they choose
to do that, it is fine. But if they are
taking five drugs, they want to talk to
somebody about this and what are
going to be the effects. That is not
going to happen with mail order; that
is going to happen with somebody be-
hind the counter who is going to talk
to them and walk them through the
process. That is what we need to be
able to do.

This is not rocket science, and it is
not onerous. It is standard performance
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metrics that the rules don’t change on
an independent pharmacy. They know
what the rules are, and they don’t
change, especially after the sale has al-
ready been done.

The ability to be able to sell a prod-
uct and actually at least have some
profit, not lose money every time you
are able to sell a product, shouldn’t be
a radical idea. The pharmacist is not
getting to pick the price on this prod-
uct. People think the pharmacist is the
one making all the money. The phar-
macist is not the one who picks the
price on this product; that is set by
someone else. And if they literally
have to sell it at a price less than what
they buy it for, that is not right. They
are trying to be able to help their
neighbors.

Let me give you another example,
another issue I have been working on
for years on this. This is a game play
between the pharmacy benefit man-
agers and the pharmaceutical compa-
nies that actually produce the drugs.

Most drugs, when they come out, are
remarkable. The engineering and the
science in modern medicine and the
technology that it takes to be able to
go through the clinical trials and get
something approved that shows it is
not only safe but effective is remark-
able science.

There are some great researchers
doing that, and it is incredibly expen-
sive to do. Because that is incredibly
expensive in the United States, we pro-
tect the patent rights of that new drug.
So a drug, when it comes out—it is
really expensive when it comes out be-
cause we want that company to make
enough money to be able to pay for all
the research they put into producing it
and make a little profit or else they
are not going to produce more drugs
and more innovation. That is how it
works.

But that patent is protected for a
season. It is usually around a decade
that it is protected for them. After
that, then the drug can have drug com-
petition. Those are called generics or
biosimilars.

Most folks know, in their phar-
macy—if they get a prescription from
their doctor and they walk in and say
“Hey, I got this script from my doc-
tor,” the pharmacist will say ‘It is a
brand drug,” many people will say ‘‘Is
there a generic of that?”” What they are
really asking is ‘“Is there a cheaper
version of that?”’

For almost everybody, for your plan
from your insurance company, you
have one price for the brand drug and a
cheaper price for a generic. Do you
know why? Because generic drugs are
cheaper, that is why, for everybody in
the whole value chain.

But here is what is happening. Some-
times people will walk into a phar-
macy, and they will say ‘“‘Is there a ge-
neric version of this,” and their phar-
macist will respond back to them
“There is a generic version, but it is
the same price as the brand.”
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It makes you pause for a minute and
say: Well, that is strange. Why is the
generic the same price as the brand?

If that has ever happened to you,
here is why that is: because the drug
company has worked with the phar-
macy benefit manager to say: When
competition comes, when the generic
comes, if you will list the competition
on the higher price what is called
branded tier, we will give you a kick-
back every time our drug is sold in the
brand. So you will make additional
money if you will list the competition
at a higher price.

What does that do? That causes every
consumer in America to have to pay
more at their pharmacist. It also af-
fects the U.S. budget because, also,
Medicare is affected by that as well.

This is a simple fix. Generic drugs
should be on the generic tier. Branded
drugs should be on the branded tier for
sales. This is not rocket science, again;
this is straightforward consumer pro-
tection.

This is an issue I have pushed on for
a long time that I get a lot of pushback
from. As you would expect, the phar-
macy benefit managers and the drug
companies aren’t big fans of this. I
have nothing in opposition to drug
companies. I want them to continue to
thrive, produce new drugs, and to be
able to make a profit on the production
of those new drugs. But when they are
doing something to the consumer to
drive up the price when they could get
a cheaper price, that is bad for them
and bad competition. Let’s fix that.

Next week, the Finance Committee is
going to take up a whole series of bills
and options on pharmacy benefit man-
agers. We need an intermediary. The
drug companies aren’t set up to be able
to sell straight to the pharmacy. I
don’t have a problem with somebody
being in between. I am not trying to
kill that. But we do need to make sure
that it doesn’t hurt the consumer,
doesn’t hurt the Federal budget, and
actually works for everybody in the
process.

I know this is stuff behind the scenes,
and everyone just wants to say: How do
we get the price of drugs cheaper?

There are even folks who say: Let’s
just have the Federal Government take
over all this pricing. The Federal Gov-
ernment will just set the price for ev-
erything. That will work beautifully.

I always laugh and say: Listen, if you
think the Federal Government can
solve every problem, try to get your
passport right now, because right now,
it takes about 18 weeks to get a pass-
port, and it used to take 4 weeks.

The Federal Government is not the
solution to everything on this. Pro-
tected free markets are a good solution
to this. Competition will work if we
allow the markets to actually work,
but if someone is in the middle control-
ling all of that, that is something on
which we need to intervene and to say:
Let’s have free and fair markets that
are out there to get down the price of
drugs, because there are generics, there
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are biosimilars that are out there that
will bring down the price if they are al-
lowed to get to market. So let’s make
sure they can actually get to market
and get down the price.

Let’s protect the ability for rural,
independent pharmacies to still take
care of their patients. Those are their
neighbors. They care about them, and
they want to make sure they can still
be there to be able to care for those
folks.

We have work to do. I am glad the
Senate is finally taking this up. I have
been working on this for years. This is
an area we need to address.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina.

REMEMBERING STUART EPPERSON, SR.

Mr. BUDD. Mr. President, I would
like to take a few moments to remem-
ber the life and the legacy of Stuart
Epperson, Sr., who passed away this
week.

Stu was a native of Winston-Salem,
NC, and he was a giant in the world of
Christian broadcasting.

In 1972, he cofounded Salem Commu-
nications and then expanded it to in-
clude Christian radio stations across
the country. He served on the board of
directors of the National Religious
Broadcasters Association, and he was
named one of the 25 most influential
evangelicals in America by Time maga-
zine in 2005.

He dedicated his life to sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ to as many
people as possible, whether it be
through the mediums of mass commu-
nication or in person or as a father to
the fatherless in tough neighborhoods.
He was a pioneer, an innovator.

He was a dear friend to our family.
We share our deepest condolences with
his wife Nancy, his family, and his
friends. He will be dearly missed. But
because of his family’s faithful Chris-
tian witness to our family, I personally
look forward to seeing Big Stu again in
Heaven.

CAMP LEJEUNE JUSTICE ACT

Mr. President, as my colleagues
know so well, as Federal officials, one
of the primary duties of our offices is
to serve millions of constituents when
they interface with the Federal Gov-
ernment.

As for North Carolina, my constitu-
ents include one of our country’s larg-
est population of Active-Duty military
members and veterans, including those
who serve at Camp Lejeune.

As we know, between 1953 and 1987,
veterans who served at Camp Lejeune
were exposed to toxic water. These men
and women are now experiencing var-
ious health challenges, ranging from
deadly cancers to Parkinson’s disease.

In order to help, I was proud to sup-
port the PACT Act, which included the
Camp Lejeune Justice Act. The bill was
signed into law last year and allows
veterans who are suffering to receive
damages and to become eligible for VA
care. However, after nearly a year, not
a single claim has been processed.
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On May 3, one struggling veteran
wrote me this handwritten letter. In it,
he describes the toll that these delays
are taking on older veterans who are
nearing the end of their lives.

He writes:

I'm certain obituaries posted in local news-
papers across the country [now include] ma-
rines or family members who lived on Camp
Lejeune, drank its water, bathed and cooked
using it, who have died from its use.

This man is one of the over 70,000 vet-
erans in North Carolina and across the
country who are waiting for action.

It is unacceptable that the Navy and
the DOJ have failed to process any of
these claims and have failed to deliver
a plan or a strategy for doing so. That
is why several of my Senate and House
colleagues and I demanded an expla-
nation from the Secretary of the Navy
and the Department of Justice. The
Navy’s response to our letter was whol-
ly inadequate. It failed to answer crit-
ical questions and also failed to pro-
vide a timeline for responding to these
veterans’ claims.

Each and every one of our veterans
deserves to be treated with the dignity
and respect befitting their service to
this Nation. When they face health
challenges related to their service at
facilities like Camp Lejeune, their
claims must be dealt with properly and
completely.

The Navy and the DOJ have a respon-
sibility to act, and I am calling on
these Departments to do so now.

I will continue to advocate for those
who served at Camp Lejeune until they
receive the care and the respect they
deserve.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, before
we begin, I would like to thank Paige
Rodrigues, who first came to my office
5 years ago and has been working tire-
lessly over all of that time, working to
protect the people of Massachusetts
and the people of our country and our
entire planet from the effects of cli-
mate change and environmental
threats to our country and to our plan-
et.

She is heading off to law school, and
we will miss her. We will miss her bril-
liant work and her continual devotion
to building a better world for everyone,
because this world is under immediate
threat.

Earlier this month, we experienced
what might have been Earth’s hottest
day in 125,000 years. You heard that
right: the hottest day in 125,000 years.
And we are living through it right now.
In Phoenix, AZ, the temperature has
been 110 degrees or higher for nearly 3
weeks in a row.

The water off of the coast of Florida
is now nearing 100 degrees. The water
is boiling in our oceans off of our coast-
lines.

On July 15, nearly one in three Amer-
icans was living under an extreme heat
alert. We are living under a heat dome
right now in our Nation.
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The forest fires in Canada are send-
ing fumes down across our country. It
is like an exhaust pipe from an auto-
mobile just sending these toxic fumes
down across our country day after day,
week after week, from Canada, from
their forest fires right above us.

This year, we have experienced 17 of
the hottest days ever recorded. This is
nothing short of a public health crisis
in our country. Extreme heat causes
heat stroke, pregnancy risk, and thou-
sands of hospitalizations and deaths
every year in our country. And this ex-
treme heat isn’t a coincidence; it is the
climate crisis announcing its arrival.

We did this. We did this to ourselves.
Humankind’s greed and negligence—
America’s greed and negligence—is cre-
ating a literal hell on Earth, right now.
We are living through it. We took a
first step last year to pass climate and
clean energy legislation that will inch
us closer to salvation, but it will not
save us. We must take bolder action to
stop the climate crisis and secure a liv-
able future, and we also need to act
with urgency to protect the people
who, right now, face extreme heat risk
as a result of extreme heat in our coun-
try.

We have a moral and a planetary ob-
ligation to the American people to de-
liver the resources communities need
to combat extreme heat, especially the
frontline communities where the ef-
fects of heat are worsened by unjust ra-
cial and economic divides.

We have to listen to the young people
in our country. They are warning us.
They are saying that they have been
let down, that their generation has
been left with this crisis, that not
enough has been done, and that the
preceding generation just enjoyed all
the benefits of industrialization. And
now this generation of young people
who are organizing, who are lifting
their voices, who are demanding a
change, they understand this issue.
They understand this issue better than
preceding generations because they are
living with the consequences of not
dealing with this issue.

This generation—this young genera-
tion—are the issues-oriented genera-
tion. They are the ones who understand
this issue. They are the ones who un-
derstand the problem and want even
greater solutions to be put in place.

I am working with my colleagues to
reintroduce my legislation, the Pre-
venting HEAT Illness and Deaths Act,
which will do just that, while giving
our Federal Government the resources
and the authority to track and to
study and to alert Americans of all the
threats posed by extreme heat.

We must meet this public health cri-
sis with the urgency that it requires.
Workers are collapsing. Wildfires are
raging. And this heat isn’t going any-
where. The summers are getting hot-
ter. The storms are getting stronger.
The seas are rising higher due to
human-caused climate change.

In Arizona, Texas, California, Ne-
vada, and all around the country, peo-
ple are dying every single day because
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of this heat, and the risks of extreme
heat having fallen more heavily on
low-income communities and commu-
nities of color, as well as on our seniors
and children in our Nation.

While most heat-related deaths and
illnesses are preventable through out-
reach and intervention, extreme heat
events have been the leading cause of
weather-related deaths in the United
States over the past 30 years. And our
historic addiction to fossil fuels is
what is driving all of this devastation.

So let’s think about this, like a doc-
tor would. We can name the source of
this public health catastrophe: extreme
heat. We know what drives the extreme
heat: fossil fuels. And we know how to
cure it: climate action now.

Our planet is sick. Our country is
sick. Our country is running a fever
right now. And there are no emergency
rooms for countries. We have to engage
in preventive care. We know how to
cure this. It is climate action now. And
if we don’t, because our country is
sick, because our planet is sick, it is
killing us along with that planet being
slowly but surely burnt to a crisp.

This is why, earlier this year, I intro-
duced the Green New Deal for Health, a
national treatment plan to build a
healthcare system that delivers the
care people need in a dangerous world.

The Green New Deal for Health
brings together the principles of the
Green New Deal—good-paying jobs, jus-
tice for all, and a livable future—to
create a healthcare system where ev-
eryone doesn’t just survive; they
thrive.

The sirens are sounding. We are in a
climate emergency, and Congress
should be the first responders, not
holding the matches that continue to
exacerbate this crisis. A whole-of-gov-
ernment response is the only way to
fight this whole-of-planet threat: cli-
mate action that breaks our fossil fuel
addiction, a stronger healthcare sys-
tem that works for workers and pa-
tients, and a commitment to a livable
future.

That is where we are. This is an
emergency. This heat is a warning. But
it is no longer a warning of the future.
It is a warning that right now we are
living with the consequences of the fu-
ture. It is a warning that right now we
are living with the consequences of our
inaction.

So my hope is that this institution
can respond. Young people are demand-
ing that we respond. We should listen
to the young people of our country and
the planet. We have to do more.

I see my good friend and the leader of
the Environment Committee, ToM CAR-
PER, who did just so much last year to
pass historic legislation to deal with
methane and its impact and to deal
with the need for us to move to wind
and solar and all-electric vehicles and
battery technologies. I can’t thank
Chairman CARPER enough for all of his
incredible leadership to make sure that
we took that first huge step. But so
much more needs to be done.
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With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware.

NOMINATION OF DAVID M. UHLMANN

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, while
the Senator from Massachusetts is still
on the floor, he and I have been friends
for, gosh, 35 years. We served together
in the House. We used to travel all over
Latin America and South America dur-
ing the contra war. We are still friends
and compadres today in a different
war—a war to save or planet and to
make sure that we do that and that we
provide a lot of jobs and economic op-
portunity.

I am here to talk about the nomina-
tion of David Uhlmann to serve as As-
sistant Administrator. But before I do
that, let me say that, among the most
important things that we are working
on—it is not legislation, but it is legis-
lation that we have already passed.
And it is the climate provisions that
are part of the bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill that we adopted and the Presi-
dent signed a year ago. And there are
climate provisions there that are enor-
mously important, and we want to
make sure that that legislation is fully
enacted. Part of that is the responsi-
bility of the administration, but it is
the chair’s responsibility. So that is
hugely important.

The other thing that is hugely impor-
tant is the implementation of the In-
flation Reduction Act, which has ex-
traordinary provisions that deal with
climate change, sea level, and all.

So it is not enough just to introduce
legislation. It is not enough to enact
legislation. We have to make sure it is
implemented, and that is what our re-
sponsibilities and our oversight respon-
sibilities include.

Having said that, I want to rise today
in support of the nomination of David
Uhlmann to serve as Assistant Admin-
istrator for the EPA’s Office of En-
forcement and Compliance Assurance.

Over the last 6 years, some of our
greatest achievements—some of
Congress’s greatest achievements—
have been passed in a series of bedrock
environmental laws. I just mentioned a
couple of them a minute ago. They are
laws that have revolutionized how to
protect our natural environment and
our people—people who live in this
country and around the world—from
the dangers of pollution.

These laws, such as the Clean Air
Act, the Clean Water Act, the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation, and Liability Act—also
known as CERCLA—have made the air
that we breathe cleaner, the water that
we drink safer, and the lands that we
live on healthier. And in the process,
we have revolutionized ecosystems, we
have improved the living conditions of
entire communities throughout this
country, and we have saved countless
of lives.

However, these indispensable life-
saving environmental laws are only as
effective, as I have mentioned, as our
ability to enforce them and to make
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sure that they are complied with. And
in the years immediately before Presi-
dent Biden took office, enforcement of
our environmental laws had been dra-
matically undermined.

According to the data from EPA, be-
tween 2018 and, I think, 2021, environ-
mental enforcement and compliance
actions had fallen to half of what they
had been during the Bush and the
Obama administrations. This lack of
enforcement presented a threat to pub-
lic health and a threat to the well-
being of our environment, potentially
letting many big polluters off the hook
after violating some of the funda-
mental bedrock and environmental
laws.

That is why I am so pleased the Sen-
ate is again taking up the nomination
of David Uhlmann to serve as the
EPA’s top enforcement officer, leading
the Office of Enforcement and Compli-
ance Assurance. There has not been a
Senate-confirmed official leading the
EPA’s enforcement efforts for far too
long.

As I said before, Mr. Uhlmann is ex-
ceptionally qualified to do this job. He
brings to this position a long career
that includes 17 years with the Depart-
ment of Justice, serving in both Demo-
cratic and Republican administrations.

Let me say that again: a 17-year ca-
reer with the Department of Justice,
serving in both Democrat and Repub-
lican administrations.

During seven of those years served,
Mr. Uhlmann served as the Chief of the
Department of Justice’s Environ-
mental Crimes Section. In addition,
Mr. Uhlmann’s nomination is sup-
ported by five former EPA Administra-
tors, including three who served under
Republican administrations.

I am going to say that again. Mr.
Uhlmann’s nomination has earned the
support of five former EPA Adminis-
trators, including three who served
under Republican administrations: Wil-
liam Reilly, Lee Thomas, and Christine
Todd Whitman.

His nomination also earned the sup-
port of dozens of other former senior
EPA and DOJ officials—some from
Democratic administrations, others
from Republican administrations, and
some from career officials.

In the words of former Deputy Attor-
ney General for President George W.
Bush, Larry Thomson, this what he had
to say about David Uhlmann:

David is a top-notch environmental lawyer
and an outstanding leader with unsurpassed
integrity, compassion, and commitment to
fairness.

I wish that we could say that about
all of us. Those are high words of
praise. In fact, Mr. Uhlmann received
bipartisan support from the majority
of this body nearly 1 year ago when we
voted to discharge his nomination from
the Environment and Public Works
Committee.

Let me close by saying that I am
confident that David Uhlmann will
make an outstanding—an out-
standing—Assistant Administrator for
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Enforcement and Compliance Assur-
ance at EPA. I am eager to see him
confirmed. I encourage my colleagues
to join us in supporting his nomina-
tion.

I yield the floor.

VOTE ON UHLMANN NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). The question is, Will the Senate
advise and consent to the Uhlmann
nomination?

Mr. CARDIN. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO.)

The result was announced — yeas 53,
nays 46, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 193 Ex.]

YEAS—53
Baldwin Hassan Reed
Bennet Heinrich Rosen
Blumenthal Hickenlooper Sanders
Booker Hirono Schatz
Brown Kaine Schumer
Cantyvell Kfally Shaheen
Cardin King Sinema
Carper Klqpuchar Smith
Casey Lujan Stabenow
Cassidy Markey Tester
Collins Menendez
Coons Merkley Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Murkowski Warner
Duckworth Murphy Warnock
Durbin Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
NAYS—46
Blackburn Hagerty Risch
Boozman Hawley Romney
Braun Hoeven Rounds
Britt Hyde-Smith Rubio
Budd Johnson Schmitt
Capito Kennedy Scott (FL)
Cornyn Lankford Scott (SC)
Cotton Lee ) Sullivan
Cramer Lummis Thune
Crapo Manchin Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tubervill
Daines McConnell ubervilie
Ernst Moran V@nce
Fischer Mullin Wicker
Graham Paul Young
Grassley Ricketts
NOT VOTING—1
Barrasso

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2024—RESUMED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session for the consid-
eration of S. 2226, which the clerk will
report.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2226) to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Schumer (for Reed/Wicker) Amendment
No. 935, in the nature of a substitute.

Schumer Amendment No. 936 (to Amend-
ment No. 935), to add an effective date.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent for up to 6 minutes of
debate prior to the rollcall vote.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AMENDMENT NO. 926

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I call up
my amendment No. 926 and ask that it
be reported by number.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Texas [Mr. CRUZ], for
himself and others, proposes an amendment
numbered 926.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To prohibit the export or sale of

petroleum products from the Strategic

Petrleum Reserve to certain entities)

At the appropriate place in subtitle D of
title XXXI, insert the following:

SEC. 31 . PROHIBITION ON SALES OF PE-
TROLEUM PRODUCTS FROM THE
STRATEGIC PETROLEUM RESERVE
TO CERTAIN COUNTRIES.

(a) PROHIBITIONS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, unless a waiver has
been issued under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of Energy shall not draw down and
sell petroleum products from the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve—

(1) to any entity that is under the owner-
ship or control of the Chinese Communist
Party, the People’s Republic of China, the
Russian Federation, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, or the Islamic Republic of
Iran; or

(2) except on the condition that such petro-
leum products will not be exported to the
People’s Republic of China, the Russian Fed-
eration, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, or the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(b) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On application by a bid-
der, the Secretary of Energy may waive,
prior to the date of the applicable auction,
the prohibitions described in subsection (a)
with respect to the sale of crude oil to that
bidder at that auction.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of En-
ergy may issue a waiver under this sub-
section only if the Secretary determines that
the waiver is in the interest of the national
security of the United States.

(3) APPLICATIONS.—A Dbidder seeking a
waiver under this subsection shall submit to
the Secretary of Energy an application by
such date, in such form, and containing such
information as the Secretary of Energy may
require.

(4) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 15
days after issuing a waiver under this sub-
section, the Secretary of Energy shall pro-
vide a copy of the waiver to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.
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Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I want to
say a few words in support of this bi-
partisan bill. This is a Cruz-Manchin-
Ernst-Fetterman bill, which dem-
onstrates the breadth of agreement we
can have in this body.

This amendment would prevent the
sale of our Nation’s emergency crude
oil stockpile, the Strategic Petroleum
Reserve, to four countries that are un-
equivocally U.S. adversaries.

We know that China has been amass-
ing the largest stockpile of crude in the
world. At the same time, our own re-
serves have fallen to only 347 million
barrels—the lowest since 1983.

Last year, the United States sold off
part of our reserves to China. One
would think that existing law would
prevent this, but that isn’t yet the
case.

For some time now, Senator MANCHIN
and I have been working together to
try to fix this issue. Our amendment
prevents the Federal Government from
selling oil from the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve to China, to Russia, to
Iran, or to North Korea and their re-
lated entities, while giving the Depart-
ment of Energy flexibility to waive
these restrictions in the event doing so
serves our national security interests.

I want to thank Senator MANCHIN for
working closely with me on this
amendment and also Senators ERNST
and FETTERMAN.

I also want to note briefly—I know
there are some Members of this body
who believe we should ban all oil sales
overseas. I would note that doing so
would be spectacularly harmful not
only to U.S. interests, but it would also
hurt our friends and allies. It would
hurt Ukraine, it would hurt Europe,
and it would benefit our enemies, in-
cluding Russia, to force our friends to
have to purchase oil from Russia.

I urge adoption of the amendment.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I rise
to oppose this amendment, and I want
to tell my colleagues why.

This amendment creates the illusion
of solving our problem, while having
very little political impact and likely
doing more harm than good.

It is a legitimate worry to consider
the amount of U.S. oil under our lands
that goes and is shipped to China be-
cause in 2022, the United States did ex-
port over 83 million barrels of oil to
China. That was a new record. It was a
new record in part because 10 years
ago, we didn’t ship any oil overseas be-
cause we had a national security policy
to keep U.S. oil here. But lobbying by
the oil industry changed that policy,
and so today, we are sending 83 million
barrels of oil a year to China.

This amendment doesn’t really
change that because—do you want to
know how much of that comes from the
SPR? Less than 2 million barrels, 1 to
2 percent. So you are still going to
have 80 million-plus barrels of oil from
the private sector being sent to China
every year.
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ExxonMobil alone made $60 billion in
profits last year, much of that off sales
of oil to China. This amendment allows
for the oil industry to keep making
those billions off of selling o0il to
China, only stripping out sales from
the SPR. That is a great deal for the
oil industry, but it gets better.

When President Biden sold oil from
the SPR last year, it helped cut the
cost of a gallon of gasoline by up to 30
cents. That hurt oil industry profits.
So, of course, the oil industry wants
policies that restrict the sale of oil
from the SPR, while letting them sell
o0il to whomever they want, including
China.

This amendment claims to solve a
problem while mainly having the result
of padding and protecting oil industry
profits, and I would urge opposition.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia.

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I rise
in support of the bipartisan amend-
ment sponsored by my friends and col-
leagues, Senators CRUZ, FETTERMAN,
ERNST, and myself.

Let me just say about this—this is
something that we own. The people of
America own the SPR. It is ours. We
don’t own the oil from the private sec-
tor, unless we want to nationalize ev-
erything. I don’t think we do.

With that being said, I appreciate my
good friend and colleague from Con-
necticut, and I am happy to work on
all of the things that we are talking
about here.

What we have in front of us right now
is the ability to finally say that the
strategic oil reserves that the people of
the United States own will not be com-
promised, especially by people who
don’t have our same values and would
use it against us. We have seen the hor-
rible effects of the Ukraine war when
Putin basically weaponized energy. He
weaponized oil. We can’t allow that to
happen.

Here is the other thing about it: Fol-
lowing Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, the
United States ramped up production
and exports to help meet global de-
mand that had been devastating to the
world. China, on the other hand, stock-
piled oil and held back refinery produc-
tion. While China was stockpiling, one
of its state-owned companies purchased
over 1.4 million barrels from the United
States of America, the people of our
great country, from our own stock re-
serves. That is what we are trying to
stop.

I am happy to work on all the other
things. Don’t let the perfect be the
enemy of the good. We have something
in front of us right now that can stop
this outrageous, basically raiding of
our own stock supplies.

So I really, really urge the adoption
of this amendment.

I will tell you this: This amendment
has tremendous and bipartisan support
in Congress. We have over 20 bipartisan
Senators who support us. In the House,
it passed unanimously—unanimously—
Democrats and Republicans. So please
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don’t mess up our bipartisan record
right now. Please vote to support this
amendment.
VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 926

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

Mr. CRUZ. I ask for the yeas and
nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO).

The result was announced—yeas 85,
nays 14, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 194 Leg.]

YEAS—85
Bennet Hassan Reed
Blackburn Hawley Ricketts
Boozman Heinrich Risch
Braun Hickenlooper Romney
Britt Hoeven Rosen
Brown Hyde-Smith Rounds
Budd Johnson Rubio
Cantwell Kaine :
Capito Kelly Somite
Carper Kennedy Scott (FL)
Casey King Scott (SC)
Cassidy Klobuchar
Collins Lankford Shaheen
Coons Lee Smgma
Cornyn Lujan Smith
Cortez Masto Lummis Stabenow
Cotton Manchin Sullivan
Cramer Marshall Tester
Crapo McConnell Thune
Cruz Menendez Tillis
Daines Merkley Tuberville
Duckworth Moran Vance
Ernst Mullin Warner
Fetterman Murkowski Warnock
Fischer Murray Whitehouse
Gillibrand Ossoff Wicker
Graham Padilla Wyden
Grassley Paul Young
Hagerty Peters
NAYS—14
Baldwin Feinstein Schatz
Blumenthal Hirono Van Hollen
Booker Markey Warren
Cardin Murphy Welch
Durbin Sanders
NOT VOTING—1
Barrasso
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

SCHATZ). On this vote, the yeas are 85,
the nays are 14. Under the previous
order requiring 60 votes for adoption of
this amendment, the amendment is
agreed to.

The amendment (No. 936) was agreed
to.

The Senator from Minnesota.

AFGHAN ADJUSTMENT ACT

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise to state my intention to include
the Afghan Adjustment Act as an
amendment to the National Defense
Authorization Act.

This involved years of work. This bi-
partisan legislation is led with Senator
GRAHAM, along with Senators COONS,
MORAN, BLUMENTHAL, MURKOWSKI, SHA-
HEEN, WICKER, DURBIN, TILLIS, and
MULLIN. Those are just the people who
are cosponsoring this bill; and there
are many others who are supporting it
on both sides of the aisle.
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What is this about? Well, it is about
our national security. It is about a cov-
enant—a covenant—that we have made
and we must keep to those who stand
with us on the battlefield. This bill
does right by Afghans who worked
alongside our troops and shows the
world that the United States of Amer-
ica, when we make a promise, we keep
it.

Nearly 80,000 Afghans who sought ref-
uge in our country are currently in
limbo. In just the last few weeks, one
of them who was a translator for our
military, who was working two jobs to
support his family, who was living in
legal limbo, was murdered—murdered—
in the middle of the night working as a
Lyft driver.

Is that keeping our covenant? Is that
keeping our promise?

Many of these people are those who
risked their own lives and their fam-
ily’s safety to protect our servicemem-
bers. That is why this bill is so strong-
ly supported by the American Legion,
by the VFW; and that is why it has got-
ten support from people on both sides
of the aisle.

These are people who are in our coun-
try right now. They are in our country
right now. What this bill does is it sim-
ply says that they will be vetted but
that we will also keep our promise to
those who stood by our military.
Among them are translators and hu-
manitarian workers, as well as coura-
geous members of the Afghan military
who stood shoulder to shoulder with
our troops. They cannot go back. They
would be killed. We were right to help
these people flee the Taliban and come
to the United States, and it now falls
on us to help provide them with the
stability and the security they need to
rebuild their lives here. So many of
them want to move on with their lives
here in the United States of America, a
country that they stood with.

We have seen this before. We saw it
with the Hmong and the Vietnamese
when they came to our country. And
many of them now, who are they? They
are police officers, they are doctors,
they are firefighters, they are people
who teach our kids. That is how this
has worked in the past and it has been
successful and it will be successful
now. The bipartisan Afghan Adjust-
ment Act creates a more efficient sys-
tem for our Afghan allies to apply for
permanent legal status. It is provi-
sional permanent legal status.

The legislation makes the process
more thorough, as I noted, by requiring
applicants to go through vetting that
is just as rigorous as the vetting they
would have gone through if they came
to the United States as refugees, in-
cluding an in-person interview, a
standard that eight—eight—eight
former Donald Trump and George W.
Bush Administration national security
officials called the ‘‘gold standard’ of
vetting. The gold standard of vetting.

Senator GRAHAM and I worked close-
ly with many Republicans—including
Senator MORAN who has been so helpful
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as ranking member of the Veterans’
committee on this bill; including Sen-
ator WICKER who is on this bill, the
ranking member of Armed Services—
and the Department of Defense to
strengthen the bill’s vetting provisions
and to add language that responds to
concerns. In addition, the legislation
updates a special immigrant Visa pro-
gram to include groups that should
never have been excluded from the pro-
gram in the first place, including the
female tactical teams of Afghanistan,
which did so much to support our
troops. The entire purpose of the Spe-
cial Immigrant Visa program is to pro-
vide permanent residency to those who
have supported the TUnited States
abroad. And it is clear to me that these
brave women should also qualify.

The bill also requires the administra-
tion to implement a strategy for sup-
porting Afghans outside of the United
States who are eligible for SIV status
and ensures that these applicants have
a way to get answers—answers—from
the State Department about their ap-
plications.

The Afghan Adjustment Act, as I
noted, is sponsored by a bipartisan
group of 11 cosponsors—with many
more who are going to vote for it—and
has earned the backing of more than 60
organizations, including the Veterans
of Foreign Wars and the American Le-
gion, as well as some of our Nation’s
most revered military leaders, includ-
ing Admirals Mike Mullen, William
McRaven, and James Stavridis; Gen-
erals Richard Myers of the U.S. Air
Force, Joseph Dunford from the U.S.
Marine Corps, and Stan McChrystal,
from the U.S. Army.

Part of the reason we were able to
build such a broad coalition for our bill
is because it is modeled after other bi-
partisan legislation that Congress
passed after previous armed conflicts.
After the Vietnam War, Congress
passed a law, as I noted, that allowed
thousands of people to resettle in the
U.S., including many Hmong refugees
who now call Minnesota home.

As I noted, they are such success sto-
ries. They are in the legislature. They
are farmers and bakers. They are build-
ers and inventors. They started fami-
lies. Congress also acted similarly fol-
lowing the Cuban revolution and the
Iraq war to protect allies and friends.
In each instance, our country wel-
comed these immigrants and we have
benefited immeasurably from their
contributions.

If we act to help our Afghan allies,
just as we helped other allies, we will
continue this tradition of not leaving
people behind—of Kkeeping our cov-
enant.

Think of these stories.

A few months ago, I had a meeting
with a group of Afghan women who
served in the Afghan National Army
Female Tactical Platoon, including
one of the group’s commanders,
Mahnaz. Our troops heavily relied on
the platoon during the war. As our sol-
diers pursued missions hunting down
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ISIS combatants on unforgiving ter-
rain and freeing prisoners from the
grips of the Taliban, these women had
their backs. The platoon worked espe-
cially closely with our military’s sup-
port team and facilitated conversa-
tions between our soldiers and the Af-
ghan women that they crossed paths
with in the field.

Mahnaz is now living in limbo. But
some of her biggest advocates fighting
for her and her platoon to secure resi-
dency are the American soldiers they
served with. I know every one of my
colleagues has heard from American
soldiers about these brave Afghans
that served with our soldiers.

In U.S. Army Captain Mary Kolars’
words:

Mahnaz might as well be my sister.
They’ve sacrificed for their country and for
ours. The bond between our two units is pret-
ty inseparable.

The deep respect is mutual. Mahnaz
knows what her sacrifice cost her. She
is more than 6,000 miles from the place
she once called home with little hope
of ever returning. She separated from
so many of the people she once shared
her life with. But even knowing the
cost of her sacrifice, she says she would
do it all again.

I am in absolute awe of her grit and
her patriotism and the many stories. I
will be telling these stories every day
throughout this week, and I hope that
we will come together and make sure
that she and so many other of these
brave Afghans have a path in this
country. It is example after example of
these stories.

Ahmad spent 4 years training to
serve in the Afghan military. He was
selected for Afghanistan’s elite avia-
tion unit, which worked closely with
America’s military in our fight against
the Taliban. Reflecting on his experi-
ence, he said:

In the face of danger, we were united, we
were relentless, we were resilient.

His helicopter was shot down—not
once, but twice—but that didn’t dimin-
ish his resolve.

But his experience since the evacu-
ation has been shattering. He now lives
in Alabama, thousands and thousands
of miles away from his family. He
works two jobs to make ends meet and
sends what he can back to the loved
ones he left behind. He knows full well
that the foundation he is building here
in America could dissolve in a second if
he doesn’t get some kind of provisional
status, which this Congress can grant,
just as it did with the Vietnamese and
the Hmong and after the Iraq war and
after the Cuban revolution. He was
there for us in time of need, and we
must be there.

Another man—I am not going to re-
veal his name, and he asked that it not
be revealed because of his family back
in Afghanistan—while he and his wife
and children were able to evacuate to
the United States, he lives in fear of
the Taliban retaliating against his
other loved ones back in Afghanistan.

He served in the Afghan National
Army for years and worked as a liaison
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with our forces. He even trained in the
United States, graduating from the
U.S. Army Command and General Staff
College at Fort Leavenworth, but Af-
ghanistan was his home, and he always
believed that that was where he would
remain. That changed when the
Taliban seized control. Fearing for his
safety, he and his family rushed to the
airport in Kabul, weaving through
countless Taliban checkpoints, know-
ing that any wrong move would be
their last.

Today, he is in Kansas, but he has
anxiety for the people at home and in
not knowing if he, too, will be sent
back.

Another story is of a man named
Tashmorad. He is afraid the Taliban
will target his family if his name be-
comes public. That is why this isn’t
really his name but is a name he asked
to be used.

Back in his home country, he flew
missions with the Afghan Air Force. To
use his words, his job was to ‘‘capture
the bad guys like al-Qaida and
Taliban.”” He had dreamt of flying since
he first saw an Afghan pilot make an
emergency landing in his village when
he was about 10 years old. When he
found out that he would have to learn
English to fly, he started trying to
teach himself from a book that he
bought at a local shop. He went on to
earn a degree in language and culture,
with a focus on aviation, and then took
part in flight training from our mili-
tary, from the U.S. military.

He then spent 10 years as a military
pilot, where he flew as high as 25,000
feet, helping American soldiers iden-
tify Taliban positions in the mountains
of Afghanistan. He was stationed about
300 miles from his family when the
withdrawal began. His squadron leader
ordered him to fly back to support the
evacuation. Even though it was getting
dark, he turned his airplane lights off
to avoid being detected and shot down.
Because of his tact and his skill, he
landed safely. His commanders advised
him not to leave the airport, but he
knew he needed to see his family. He
made a brief trip home to his pregnant
wife and kids and said goodbye before
he returned to join the airlift oper-
ation. That was almost 2 years ago, and
he hasn’t seen his family since.

Today, he lives in Roanoke, VA. He
delivers food to make extra money. He
works as a water technician. Every
extra cent that he makes, he sends
back to his family. He still dreams of
flying, but more than that, he dreams
of reuniting with his wife and kids. He
dreams of buying a two-bedroom house
for his family, and he dreams of having
a safe and stable life in the country
that he risked everything for.

There are more stories of two Afghan
Air Force pilots and friends. Their
paths to become women pilots were
hardly straightforward, but through
sheer persistence and skill, they both
made it happen. The two women were
at aviation training in Dubai when the
withdrawal began. In an instant, their
lives were turned upside down.
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I ask you to imagine how you would
feel if you were in a foreign country,
and you realized that you couldn’t
safely, all of a sudden, return home.
They knew that their careers put their
loved ones at risk, so they called their
families and told them to round up
their uniforms, their pilot IDs, and
their diplomas and burn them.

Hasina watched over a video call as
her mom destroyed the evidence of the
life she had worked so hard to build.
““All my dreams were on fire,”” she once
reflected, ‘‘and I was just watching.”

She arrived in the United States, she
and her friend, with one suitcase each.
They began waiting tables at a strip
mall in Fort Myers, FL, hoping, one
day, to return to the skies.

Those are just a few of the examples.

My colleagues, there are 80,000 of
those stories—=80,000 of those stories—
and we have a covenant to keep. You
talk to any soldier who served over in
Afghanistan, and they will have stories
to tell. It is our job to uphold the
promises that were made to those who
served with us, because if we don’t up-
hold those promises, what do you think
is going to happen the next time we
ask others to serve with our own mili-
tary?

I am so proud that we have such
strong Dbipartisan support for this
amendment, that we have those in the
Senate who have worked on these
issues for so long in supporting this. I
am convinced that when we have the
vote on this amendment, we will fi-
nally be able to put our heads up
proudly and say our covenant has been
kept.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Connecticut.

Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I
am honored to follow Senator KLoO-
BUCHAR in advocating for the Afghan
Adjustment Act, which we strongly
hope and believe will be an amendment
to the National Defense Authorization
Act.

I just want to begin where she fin-
ished in talking about the American
troops who depended on these Afghan
allies who now are at risk.

I know firsthand about the trans-
lators and guards and others who
served, putting their lives on the line,
because like many of my colleagues, I
visited Afghanistan. I saw them at
work. Now, in Connecticut, I have had
the privilege of calling many of them
my friends, and their families—dear
friends. I also know firsthand because
my son Matthew, who was a Marine
Corps infantry officer in Afghanistan,
had a translator whom he succeeded in
bringing back to this country but only
because he was a lawyer, and he knew
how to navigate the intricate and chal-
lenging rules that applied. It took him
2 years—2 years—to bring back the
man who helped him survive his time
in combat there.

Senator KLOBUCHAR is absolutely
right. It is a promise. Great nations
keep their promises. These individuals
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are among our most loyal friends. The
test is that they put targets on their
backs from the Taliban. They Kknew
they and their families would be at
risk if the Taliban ever took over. Now
the Taliban has done it, and they can-
not return nor can their families.

So I want to thank all of my col-
leagues—the bipartisan group—who
strongly support this amendment; but I
also want to thank our veterans who
literally camped out in the swamp,
outside the Capitol, for days, weeks,
hoping at the end of the last session
that we would adopt this measure. Our
veterans are standing strong behind
our allies—Afghan allies—who they
know put their lives on the line for
them, who they know put their fami-
lies at risk for them.

I am grateful to our veterans’ groups,
the USOs, the kinds of allies that we
have individually and all around the
country, who have said they are going
to make it a priority to make sure we
treat fairly these Afghan allies.

We should give them permanent sta-
tus—a path to permanent status—in
this country rather than the tem-
porary, uncertain status that they
have right now.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen-
ior Senator from Michigan.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, first,
I want to thank Senator BLUMENTHAL
for his comments.

I thank Senator KLOBUCHAR, who has
been dogged on this issue of Afghan ref-
ugees, and I thank her for her leader-
ship on this.

I want to thank Senator LEE, who is
allowing me to take a moment in the
middle of a very important issue that
we are still discussing today. I thank
him for his courtesy in allowing me to
take a moment of personal privilege to
speak about someone who has been
with me for a long time but who is
moving on to other opportunities; and
I appreciate his family and friends in
the Galleries who want to have an op-
portunity to salute him.

TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW WILLIAMS

Mr. President, I have a phenomenal
member of my staff who has been a
critical part of my team for a long
time, Matthew Williams. We are ex-
cited for his new opportunities, but we
are still not sure we are going to let
him go because he has been so incred-
ibly important to my success over a lot
of years.

All the way back to 2006, as a recent
graduate of the University of Michigan,
he joined my Senate campaign as a
press assistant. Matthew Williams did
such a great job that I hired him as a
staff assistant in my East Lansing of-
fice. Over the next 17 years, Matt took
on so many different roles and did each
one of them so successfully—from press
assistant to press secretary to my re-
gional manager in Detroit to deputy
communications director to now my
staff director of the Senate Democratic
Policy and Communications Com-
mittee. He is the best communications
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director on Capitol Hill, for sure. He
has been a part of my team for so long
that the last time, I think, Matt quit a
job was when he was in college—at
Joe’s Crab Shack.

His time with me has taken him from
Michigan to DC, back to Michigan, and
now back to DC. Along the way, he
married Amber, his wonderful wife, and
they have since added two wonderful
boys to their family, Max and Ben. I
think Max is with us today. When Matt
is not in the office, there is a pretty
good chance he is at a school event or
at a Little League game.

Over the years, he has spoken with a
lot of reporters, has planned a lot of
press conferences, has taken a lot of
my calls, and has never passed up the
opportunity to remind me which Michi-
gan university he thinks is better. He
is wrong, of course. I think the Pre-
siding Officer actually would agree
with Matt on this, but he is wrong. Yet
he has been right on so many things
over the years that I have been able to
overlook his love for all things Wol-
verine.

One of the first things you will notice
about Matt is his positivity, his good-
natured smile, and his wonderful sense
of humor. It is partly what makes him
such a great leader. He is also a great
team player who is unfailingly level-
headed and reasonable. It takes a lot to
get Matt Williams flustered. He is also
incredibly knowledgeable about our
State and the people who live there,
about our 10 media markets and, if we
are going to be honest, about the best
places to golf.

Matt has also done a wonderful job as
the staff director of the Senate Demo-
cratic Policy and Communications
Committee for our caucus. All of us are
very, very grateful.

Under his leadership, we have mod-
ernized the committee services, includ-
ing launching the first-ever DPCC
FloorWatch app, and we have strength-
ened the ““C” in DPCC by working with
the caucus to amplify our accomplish-
ments and to highlight policy dif-
ferences between the two parties.

Matt is from Flint. So, to him, I
know the Flint water crisis was per-
sonal. He fought by my side to do ev-
erything we could to make things right
for the people of Flint—the families
and the community.

Some of my fondest memories with
Matt are from our bipartisan 2019 codel
to South Korea and Vietnam, organized
by Senator Leahy. I will never forget
standing at the DMZ with Matt and
taking pictures with North Korean sol-
diers while they were taking pictures
of us. Matt was a wonderful travel
partner, and I was really honored to be
with him as he experienced the country
where he was born.

Matt, thank you so much for your 17
years of hard work, your wonderful tal-
ent, and your dedication to Michigan
and our country. We are all going to
miss your optimism and your smiling
face around the office, and I know that
folks are going to miss your candy
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bowl. You will always be a part of
Team Stabenow and a part of my ex-
tended family, for sure. I wish you and
Amber and the boys every happiness
and success always.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that it be in order
to call up the following amendments to
S. 2226: Lee, No. 376; Scott, No. 510;
Romney, No. 823; Sinema, No. 315;
Grassley, No. 273; Blackburn, No. 224;
Moran, No. 949; Baldwin, No. 685; Cor-
nyn, No. 931; Rounds, No. 813; and
Warnock, No. 199; further, that with re-
spect to the amendments listed above,
at a time to be determined by the ma-
jority leader in consultation with the
Republican leader, the Senate vote on
amendments in the order listed, with
no further amendments or motions in
order and with 60 affirmative votes re-
quired for adoption, with the exception
of Lee, No. 376, and that there be 2 min-
utes equally divided prior to each vote,
with 4 minutes equally divided for de-
bate on the Lee amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of Senators, I expect one more rollcall
vote today, which will be on the Lee
amendment.

Mr. President, I am glad we are tak-
ing another step towards final passage
today, and we will keep going when we
return next week.

Providing for our national defense is
always one of our highest responsibil-
ities in Congress and something that
should always be bipartisan, and today,
we are seeing that play out in the Sen-
ate.

I want to thank my colleagues. For
both sides, this has been a lot of bipar-
tisan cooperation and back-and-forth,
and I want to thank my colleagues on
both sides for their good work.

I also want to thank Chairman
MENENDEZ and Senator ScoTT for
agreeing to work on their differences
with respect to the Scott amendment,
to work out their differences in the
conference committee. I have given
both of them my assurance that I will
work with them to find an amicable so-
lution.

I yield floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

AMENDMENT NO. 376

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I call up my
amendment No. 376 and ask that it be
reported by number.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:
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The Senator from Utah [Mr. LEE] proposes
an amendment numbered 376.

The amendment is as follows:
(Purpose: To limit the availability of funds
for the support of Ukraine)

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1240A. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR SUPPORT TO UKRAINE.

Of the funds authorized to be appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2024 for the Department of De-
fense for the support of Ukraine, not more
than two percent may be obligated or ex-
pended until the date on which all member
countries of North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion that do not spend two percent or more
of their gross domestic product on defense
meet or exceed such threshold.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Utah.

Mr. LEE. My amendment, Lee No.
376, is a measure that drives account-
ability and fairness in supporting
Ukraine. My amendment -creatively
incentivizes our NATO allied nations
to shoulder their fair share of the secu-
rity burden in securing Europe.

This isn’t about withholding funds
from Ukraine; it is about encouraging
allies to meet their 2 percent of GDP
spending thresholds with regard to
their national security.

Within Congress, we respond to the
call of duty by urging NATO allies to
step up and to meet their obligations—
obligations that they have made and
obligations that, when they go unmet,
result in the United States of America
shouldering a disproportionate, unfair
share of the burden. We have been
doing this for years, just as we have
provided and held a disproportionate
share of the burden specifically with
regard to Ukraine.

Let me be very clear. My amendment
ensures that funds for Ukraine remain
untouched while allies contribute their
fair share.

Europe’s security is indeed a collec-
tive endeavor, and Lee No. 376 moti-
vates our allies to meet or exceed the 2
percent pledge. But for it to be a col-
lective endeavor, they have to pay
their way. They haven’t been. This
would incentivize them to do so.

I urge its passage.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, this
amendment is, I think, reckless. It
would essentially halt 98 percent of the
aid that we would authorize and appro-
priate to go to Ukraine, which would
be good news in Moscow but very bad
news in Kyiv.

This amendment is trying to
incentivize our NATO partners to in-
crease their efforts to 2 percent of
GDP, and that is a goal that has been
agreed to, but the practical, immediate
effect would be to undermine the mili-
tary posture of Ukraine at a time when
they are desperately fighting for their
survival. But more importantly, they
are fighting our fight also, because if
Putin succeeds in Ukraine, we will
lose, as well as Ukrainians. It will
incentivize the kind of autocratic be-
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havior that is determined—at least in
the case of Putin—to destroy democ-
racies and destroy the international
legal order.

We have already expressed our not
only desire but strong, strong impera-
tive that NATO reach the 2 percent
goal, but this is punishing the Ukrain-
ians for the sins of others, and that
would be terrible.

I would urge that this position be re-
jected.

VOTE ON AMENDMENT NO. 376

Mr. LEE. I call for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ment.

Is there a sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. I announce that the
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET),
the Senator from Delaware (Mr.
COONS), the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN), the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator from
New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ), and the
Senator from Georgia (Mr. WARNOCK)
are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN), the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER), the Senator from
Louisiana (Mr. KENNEDY), the Senator
from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS), the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. MORAN), the
Senator from Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the
Senator from Missouri (Mr. SCHMITT),
and the Senator from South Carolina
(Mr. SCOTT).

The result was announced—yeas 13,
nays 71, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 195 Leg.]

YEAS—13
Braun Hyde-Smith Scott (FL)
Britt Johnson Tuberville
Daines Lee Vance
Hagerty Marshall
Hawley Paul
NAYS—T71
Baldwin Grassley Risch
Blumenthal Hassan Rosen
Booker Heinrich Rounds
Boozman Hickenlooper Rubio
Brown Hirono Sanders
Budd Hogven Schatz
Canfﬁwell Kaine Schumer
gapéy’o gglly Shaheen
ardin ing ;
Carper Klobuchar Sm?g;a
Casey Lankford mi
; v Stabenow
Cassidy Lujan Sullivan
Collins Markey
Cortez Masto McConnell Tester
Cotton Merkley Thune
Crapo Mullin Tillis
Cruz Murkowski Van Hollen
Duckworth Murphy Warner
Ernst Murray Warren
Feinstein Ossoff Welch
Fetterman Padilla Whitehouse
Fischer Peters Wicker
Gillibrand Reed Wyden
Graham Ricketts Young
NOT VOTING—16
Barrasso Blackburn Cornyn
Bennet Coons Cramer
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Durbin Menendez Scott (SC)
Kennedy Moran Warnock
Lummis Romney
Manchin Schmitt

The amendment (No. 376) was re-
jected.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.

FETTERMAN). The Senator from Rhode
Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the 60 affirmative-
vote threshold for the following amend-
ments be vitiated: Scott, No. 510; Rom-
ney, No. 823; Sinema, No. 315; Grassley,
No. 273; Blackburn, No. 224; Moran, No.
949; and Baldwin, No. 685; further, that
the amendments be called up and the
Senate vote on the adoption of the
amendments, all en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
an objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
AMENDMENT NOS. 510, 823, 315, 273, 224, 949, AND 685

The clerk will report the amend-
ments en bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

The Senator from Rhode Island [Mr. REED],
for other Senators, proposes the following
amendments numbered 510, 823, 315, 273, 224,
949, and 685.

The amendments are as follows:
AMENDMENT NO. 510
(Purpose: To provide for drone security.)
(The amendment is printed in the
RECORD of July 13, 2023, under ‘‘Text of
Amendments.””)
AMENDMENT NO. 823

(Purpose: To end the treatment of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China as a developing na-
tion)

At the appropriate place in title XII, insert
the following:

SEC. 12 . ENDING CHINA’S DEVELOPING NA-

TION STATUS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Ending China’s Developing Na-
tion Status Act”.

(b) FINDING; STATEMENT OF POLICY.—

(1) FINDING.—Congress finds that the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China is still classified as a
developing nation under multiple treaties
and international organization structures,
even though China has grown to be the sec-
ond largest economy in the world.

(2) STATEMENT OF POLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States—

(A) to oppose the labeling or treatment of
the People’s Republic of China as a devel-
oping nation in current and future treaty ne-
gotiations and in each international organi-
zation of which the United States and the
People’s Republic of China are both current
members;

(B) to pursue the labeling or treatment of
the People’s Republic of China as a devel-
oped nation in each international organiza-
tion of which the United States and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China are both current
members; and

(C) to work with allies and partners of the
United States to implement the policies de-
scribed in paragraphs (1) and (2).

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate and the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives with
respect to—

(i) reports produced by the Secretary of
State; and
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(ii) a waiver exercised pursuant to sub-
section (f)(2), except with respect to any
international organization for which the
United States Trade Representative is the
chief representative of the United States;
and

(B) the Committee on Finance of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Ways and Means
of the House of Representatives with respect
to—

(i) reports produced by the United States
Trade Representative; and

(ii) a waiver exercised pursuant to sub-
section (f)(2) with respect to any inter-
national organization for which the United
States Trade Representative is the chief rep-
resentative of the United States.

(2) SECRETARY.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

subparagraph (B), the term ‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of State.
(B) EXCEPTION.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’

shall mean the United States Trade Rep-
resentative with respect to any international
organization for which the United States
Trade Representative is the chief representa-
tive of the United States.

(d) REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT STATUS IN
CURRENT TREATY NEGOTIATIONS.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress that—

(1) identifies all current treaty negotia-
tions in which—

(A) the proposed treaty would provide for
different treatment or standards for enforce-
ment of the treaty based on respective devel-
opment status of the states that are party to
the treaty; and

(B) the People’s Republic of China is ac-
tively participating in the negotiations, or it
is reasonably foreseeable that the People’s
Republic of China would seek to become a
party to the treaty; and

(2) for each treaty negotiation identified
pursuant to paragraph (1), describes how the
treaty under negotiation would provide dif-
ferent treatment or standards for enforce-
ment of the treaty based on development
status of the states parties.

(e) REPORT ON DEVELOPMENT STATUS IN EX-
ISTING ORGANIZATIONS AND TREATIES.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary shall sub-
mit a report to the appropriate committees
of Congress that—

(1) identifies all international organiza-
tions or treaties, of which the United States
is a member, that provide different treat-
ment or standards for enforcement based on
the respective development status of the
member states or states parties;

(2) describes the mechanisms for changing
the country designation for each relevant
treaty or organization; and

(3) for each of the organizations or treaties
identified pursuant to paragraph (1)—

(A) includes a list of countries that—

(i) are labeled as developing nations or re-
ceive the benefits of a developing nation
under the terms of the organization or trea-
ty: and

(ii) meet the World Bank classification for
upper middle income or high-income coun-
tries; and

(B) describes how the organization or trea-
ty provides different treatment or standards
for enforcement based on development status
of the member states or states parties.

(f) MECHANISMS FOR CHANGING DEVELOP-
MENT STATUS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In any international orga-
nization of which the United States and the
People’s Republic of China are both current
members, the Secretary, in consultation
with allies and partners of the United States,
shall pursue—
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(A) changing the status of the People’s Re-
public of China from developing nation to de-
veloped nation if a mechanism exists in such
organization to make such status change; or

(B) proposing the development of a mecha-
nism described in paragraph (1) to change
the status of the People’s Republic of China
in such organization from developing nation
to developed nation.

(2) WAIVER.—The President may waive the
application of subparagraph (A) or (B) of
paragraph (1) with respect to any inter-
national organization if the President noti-
fies the appropriate committees of Congress
that such a waiver is in the national inter-
ests of the United States.

AMENDMENT NO. 315

(Purpose: To provide for the assumption of
full ownership and control of the Inter-
national Outfall Interceptor in Nogales,
Arizona, by the International Boundary
and Water Commission)

At the approriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . NOGALES WASTEWATER IMPROVE-

NT.

(a) AMENDMENT TO THE ACT OF JULY 27,
1953.—The first section of the Act of July 27,
1953 (67 Stat. 195, chapter 242; 22 U.S.C. 277d-
10), is amended by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘: Provided further, That
the equitable portion of the Nogales sanita-
tion project for the city of Nogales, Arizona,
shall be limited to the costs directly associ-
ated with the treatment and conveyance of
the wastewater of the city and, to the extent
practicable, shall not include any costs di-
rectly associated with the quality or quan-
tity of wastewater originating in Mexico.”.

(b) NOGALES SANITATION PROJECT.—

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) CiTY.—The term ‘‘City’’ means the City
of Nogales, Arizona.

(B) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’
means the United States Section of the
International Boundary and Water Commis-
sion.

(C) INTERNATIONAL OUTFALL INTERCEPTOR.—
The term ‘‘International Outfall Inter-
ceptor’” means the pipeline that conveys
wastewater from the United States-Mexico
border to the Nogales International Waste-
water Treatment Plant.

(D) NOGALES INTERNATIONAL WASTEWATER
TREATMENT PLANT.—The term ‘‘Nogales
International Wastewater Treatment Plant”
means the wastewater treatment plant
that—

(i) is operated by the Commission;

(ii) is located in Rio Rico, Santa Cruz
County, Arizona, after manhole 99; and

(iii) treats sewage and wastewater origi-
nating from—

(I) Nogales, Sonora, Mexico; and

(IT) Nogales, Arizona.

(2) OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subparagraph
(B) and in accordance with authority under
the Act of July 27, 1953 (67 Stat. 195, chapter
242; 22 U.S.C. 277d-10 et seq.), on transfer by
donation from the City of the current stake
of the City in the International Outfall In-
terceptor to the Commission, the Commis-
sion shall enter into such agreements as are
necessary to assume full ownership and con-
trol over the International Outfall Inter-
ceptor.

(B) AGREEMENTS REQUIRED.—The Commis-
sion shall assume full ownership and control
over the International Outfall Interceptor
under subparagraph (A) after all applicable
governing bodies in the State of Arizona, in-
cluding the City, have—

(i) signed memoranda of understanding
granting to the Commission access to exist-
ing easements for a right of entry to the
International Outfall Interceptor for the life
of the International Outfall Interceptor;
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(ii) entered into an agreement with respect
to the flows entering the International Out-
fall Interceptor that are controlled by the
City; and

(iii) agreed to work in good faith to expedi-
tiously enter into such other agreements as
are necessary for the Commission to operate
and maintain the International Outfall In-
terceptor.

(3) OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date on
which the Commission assumes full owner-
ship and control of the International Outfall
Interceptor under paragraph (2)(A), but sub-
ject to paragraph (5), the Commission shall
be responsible for the operations and mainte-
nance of the International Outfall Inter-
ceptor.

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission to carry out this paragraph,
to remain available until expended—

(i) $6,500,000 for fiscal year 2025; and

(ii) not less than $2,500,000 for fiscal year
2026 and each fiscal year thereafter.

(4) DEBRIS SCREEN.—

(A) DEBRIS SCREEN REQUIRED.—

(i) IN GENERAL.—The Commission shall
construct, operate, and maintain a debris
screen at Manhole One of the International
Outfall Interceptor for intercepting debris
and drug bundles coming to the United
States from Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

(ii) REQUIREMENT.—In constructing and op-
erating the debris screen under clause (i), the
Commission and the Commissioner of U.S.
Customs and Border Protection shall coordi-
nate—

(I) the removal of drug bundles and other
illicit goods caught in the debris screen; and

(IT) other operations at the International
Outfall Interceptor that require coordina-
tion.

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
the Commission, to remain available until
expended—

(i) for fiscal year 2025—

(I) $8,000,000 for construction of the debris
screen described in subparagraph (A)(i); and

(IT) not less than $1,000,000 for the oper-
ations and maintenance of the debris screen
described in subparagraph (A)(i); and

(ii) not less than $1,000,000 for fiscal year
2026 and each fiscal year thereafter for the
operations and maintenance of the debris
screen described in subparagraph (A)({).

(5) LIMITATION OF CLAIMS.—Chapter 171 and
section 1346(b) of title 28, United States Code
(commonly known as the ‘Federal Tort
Claims Act’), shall not apply to any claim
arising from the activities of the Commis-
sion in carrying out this subsection, includ-
ing any claim arising from damages that re-
sult from overflow of the International Out-
fall Interceptor due to excess inflow to the
International Outfall Interceptor originating
from Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section (includ-
ing the amendments made by this section)
takes effect on October 1, 2024.

AMENDMENT NO. 273
(Purpose: To improve a provision relating to

a report on progress on a multi-year strat-

egy and plan for the Baltic Security Initia-

tive)

Strike section 1237 and insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. 1237. REPORT ON PROGRESS ON MULTI-
YEAR STRATEGY AND PLAN FOR THE
BALTIC SECURITY INITIATIVE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of State, shall submit to
the congressional defense committees a re-
port on the progress made in the implemen-
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tation of the multi-year strategy and spend-
ing plan set forth in the June 2021 report of
the Department of Defense entitled ‘‘Report
to Congress on the Baltic Security Initia-
tive’.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following:

(1) An identification of any significant
change to the goals, objectives, and mile-
stones identified in the June 2021 report de-
scribed in subsection (a), in light of the radi-
cally changed security environment in the
Baltic region after the full-scale invasion of
Ukraine by the Russian Federation on Feb-
ruary 24, 2022, and with consideration to en-
hancing the deterrence and defense posture
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in
the Baltic region, including through the im-
plementation of the regional defense plans of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

(2) An update on the Department of De-
fense funding allocated for such strategy and
spending plan for fiscal years 2022 and 2023
and projected funding requirements for fiscal
years 2024, 2025, and 2026 for each goal identi-
fied in such report.

(3) An update on the host country funding
allocated and planned for each such goal.

(4) An assessment of the progress made in
the implementation of the recommendations
set forth in the fiscal year 2020 Baltic De-
fense Assessment, and reaffirmed in the June
2021 report described in subsection (a), that
each Baltic country should—

(A) increase its defense budget;

(B) focus on and budget for sustainment of
capabilities in defense planning; and

(C) consider combined units for expensive
capabilities such as air defense, rocket artil-
lery, and engineer assets.

AMENDMENT NO. 224

(Purpose: To provide funding for women’s
health to support initiatives for mobile
mammography services for women vet-
erans)

At the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. AUTHORIZATION OF AMOUNTS TO SUP-
PORT INITIATIVES FOR MOBILE
MAMMOGRAPHY SERVICES FOR VET-
ERANS.

There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs $10,000,000
for the Office of Women’s Health of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs under section
7310 of title 38, United States Code, to be
used by the Secretary to expand access of
women veterans to—

(1) mobile mammography initiatives;

(2) advanced mammography equipment;
and

(3) outreach activities to publicize those
initiatives and equipment.

AMENDMENT NO. 949

(Purpose: To ensure access to commissary
and exchange privileges for remarried
spouses of members of the Armed Forces)

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC. . ACCESS TO COMMISSARY AND EX-

CHANGE PRIVILEGES FOR REMAR-

RIED SPOUSES.

(a) BENEFITS.—Section 1062 of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“The Secretary of Defense’’
and inserting the following:

“(a) CERTAIN UNREMARRIED FORMER
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense’’;

(2) by striking ‘‘commissary and exchange
privileges’” and inserting ‘‘use commissary
stores and MWR retail facilities’’;

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(b) CERTAIN REMARRIED  SURVIVING
SPOUSES.—The Secretary of Defense shall
prescribe such regulations as may be nec-
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essary to provide that a surviving spouse of
a deceased member of the armed forces, re-
gardless of the marital status of the sur-
viving spouse, is entitled to use commissary
stores and MWR retail facilities to the same
extent and on the same basis as an
unremarried surviving spouse of a member of
the uniformed services.”’; and

(4) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(c) MWR RETAIL FACILITIES DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘MWR retail facilities’
has the meaning given that term in section
1063(e) of this title.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) SECTION HEADING.—The heading of sec-
tion 1062 of title 10, United States Code, is
amended to read as follows:

“§1062. Certain former spouses and surviving
spouses”.

(2) TABLE OF SECTIONS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of chapter 54 of title
10, United States Code, is amended by strik-
ing the item relating to section 1062 and in-
serting the following new item:
¢“1062. Certain former spouses and surviving

spouses.”’.

(¢) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall publish the regulations required
under section 1062(b) of title 10, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a)(3), by
not later than October 1, 2025.

AMENDMENT TO. 685
(Purpose: To provide for an enhanced domes-
tic content requirement for navy ship-
building programs)

At the appropriate place in title VIII, in-

sert the following:

SEC. . ENHANCED DOMESTIC CONTENT RE-
QUIREMENT FOR NAVY SHIP-
BUILDING PROGRAMS.

(a) ENHANCED DOMESTIC CONTENT REQUIRE-
MENT.—

(1) CONTRACTING REQUIREMENTS.—Except as
provided in paragraph (2), for purposes of
chapter 83 of title 41, United States Code,
manufactured articles, materials, or supplies
procured as part of a Navy shipbuilding pro-
gram are manufactured substantially all
from articles, materials, or supplies mined,
produced, or manufactured in the United
States if the cost of such component articles,
materials, or supplies—

(A) supplied during the period beginning
January 1, 2026, and ending December 31,
2027, exceeds 65 percent of the cost of the
manufactured articles, materials, or sup-
plies;

(B) supplied during the period beginning
January 1, 2028, and ending December 31,
2032, exceeds 75 percent of the cost of the
manufactured articles, materials, or sup-
plies; and

(C) supplied on or after January 1, 2033,
equals 100 percent of the cost of the manu-
factured articles, materials, or supplies.

(2) APPLICABILITY TO RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION ACTIVITIES.—
Contracts related to shipbuilding programs
entered into under paragraph (1) to carry out
research, development, test, and evaluation
activities shall require that these activities
and the components specified during these
activities must meet the domestic content
requirements delineated under paragraph (1).

(3) EXCLUSION FOR CERTAIN MANUFACTURED
ARTICLES.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to
manufactured articles that consist wholly or
predominantly of iron, steel, or a combina-
tion of iron and steel.

(4) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may
request a waiver from the requirements
under paragraph (1) in order to expand
sourcing to members of the national tech-
nical industrial base (as that term is defined
in section 4801 of title 10, United States
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Code). Any such waiver shall be subject to
the approval of the Director of the Made in
America Office and may only be requested if
it is determined that any of the following
apply:

(A) Application of the limitation would in-
crease the cost of the overall acquisition by
more than 25 percent or cause unreasonable
delays to be incurred.

(B) Satisfactory quality items manufac-
tured by a domestic entity are not available
or domestic production of such items cannot
be initiated without significantly delaying
the project for which the item is to be ac-
quired.

(C) It is inconsistent with the public inter-
est.

(5) RULEMAKING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in concurrence
with the Director of the Made in America Of-
fice, shall issue rules to determine the treat-
ment of the lowest price offered for a foreign
end product for which 55 percent or more of
the component articles, materials, or sup-
plies of such foreign end product are manu-
factured substantially all from articles, ma-
terials, or supplies mined, produced, or man-
ufactured in the United States if—

(A) the application of paragraph (1) results
in an unreasonable cost; or

(B) no offers are submitted to supply man-
ufactured articles, materials, or supplies
manufactured substantially all from arti-
cles, materials, or supplies mined, produced,
or manufactured in the United States.

(6) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements of
this subsection shall apply to contracts en-
tered into on or after January 1, 2026.

(b) REPORTING ON COUNTRY OF ORIGIN MAN-
UFACTURING.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, and
annually thereafter, the Secretary of De-
fense shall submit to Congress a report on
country of origin tracking and reporting as
it relates to manufactured content procured
as part of Navy shipbuilding programs, in-
cluding through primary contracts and sub-
contracts at the second and third tiers. The
report shall describe measures taken to en-
sure that the country of origin information
pertaining to such content is reported accu-
rately in terms of the location of manufac-
ture and not determined by the location of
sale.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the amend-
ments en bloc.

The amendments (Nos. 510, 823, 315,
273, 224, 949, and 685) were agreed to en
bloc.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF HIP HOP

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, I
am happy to talk about the 50th anni-
versary of hip hop, a great artistic cre-
ation in America, and we have a resolu-
tion celebrating that 50th anniversary.
I am proud that my resolution com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of
hip hop will pass the Senate. The reso-
lution again designates August 11 as
Hip Hop Celebration Day, the month of
August as Hip Hop Recognition Month,
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and the month of November as Hip Hop
History Month.

I would like to thank Senator CAS-
SIDY, as well as Congressman BOWMAN
in the House, for their work on this
resolution, and I also want to thank
my dear friend LeRoy McCarthy, the
historian of hip hop, who proposed to
me the idea of honoring hip hop. He de-
serves credit today, as do all my col-
leagues who made this happen.

Hip hop was born in my hometown of
New York at 1520 Sedgwick Avenue in
the Bronx. Years ago, I worked with DJ
Kool Herc, KRS-One, and the residents
of 15620 to save the birthplace of hip hop
when the owner wanted to sell the
building to another developer and re-
move its affordable housing units to
make a profit. They were going to de-
stroy the rec room where hip hop was
first created by DJ Kool Herc.

We were able to prevent so many peo-
ple from being displaced and, at the
same time, make sure that this his-
toric landmark would forever be hon-
ored properly. And over the decades,
hip hop has transcended language,
race, age, and both geographic and so-
cioeconomic barriers.

Many people can attest to the fact
that hip hop actually changed their
lives for the better, gave them purpose
and meaning. I know many of them
myself, many of whom are New York
City and Bronx residents.

So hip hop is great. It is a uniquely
American art form that quickly blos-
somed into a global movement. And we
are proud—proud, proud, proud—today
that this resolution honoring the 50th
anniversary of hip hop will pass.

————

250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.R. 1096, which was received
from the House and is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1096) to require the Secretary
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo-
ration of the 250th Anniversary of the United
States Marine Corps, and to support pro-
grams at the Marine Corps Heritage Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
further that the bill be considered read
a third time and passed and that the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 1096) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

The
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COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HIP HOP AND DES-
IGNATING AUGUST 11, 2023, AS
“HIP HOP CELEBRATION DAY”,
DESIGNATING AUGUST 2023 AS
“HIP HOP RECOGNITION MONTH”,
AND DESIGNATING NOVEMBER
2023 AS “HIP HOP HISTORY
MONTH”

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
305, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 305) commemorating
the 50th anniversary of hip hop and desig-
nating August 11, 2023, as ‘‘Hip Hop Celebra-
tion Day’’, designating August 2023 as ‘‘Hip
Hop Recognition Month”, and designating
November 2023 as ‘‘Hip Hop History Month”’.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the resolution be agreed to,
the preamble be agreed to, and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’”)

305) was

MORNING BUSINESS

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-

porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of



S3452

the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
0L~-23. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 20—
28 dated July 23, 2020.
Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosure.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 0L—23

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(A), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Chile.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
20-28; Date: July 23, 2020; Implementing
Agency: Air Force.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description: On July 23, 2020, Congress
was notified by congressional certification
transmittal number 20-28 of the possible sale
under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export
Control Act of nineteen (19) Joint Helmet-
Mounted Cueing Systems (JHMCS); six (6)
inert MK-82 (500LLB) general purpose bomb
bodies; two (2) MXU-650KB Air Foil Groups
(AFG); forty-four (44) LN-260 Embedded GPS/
INS (EGI); forty-nine (49) Multifunctional In-
formation Distribution System Joint Tac-
tical Radios (MIDS JTRS). Also included
were Avionics and Mode 5 equipment and
software upgrades, integration, and test;
software and software support; ARC-238 Ra-
dios; Combined Altitude Radar Altimeters
(CARA); Joint Mission Planning System
(JMPS) support; Identification Friend or Foe
(IFF) AN/APX-126 Combined Interrogator
Transponders, cryptographic appliques, key-
ing equipment, and encryption devices;
weapon system spares and support; bomb
components; High-Bandwidth Compact Te-
lemetry Modules (HCTMs); secure commu-
nications and precision navigation equip-
ment; aircraft displays; additional spare and
repair/return parts; publications, charts, and
technical documentation; integration and
test equipment; U.S. Government and con-
tractor engineering, technical and logistical
support services; and other related elements
of logistics and program support. The esti-
mated total cost was $634.70 million. Major
Defense Equipment (MDE) constituted $30.52
million of this total.

This transmittal reports the addition of
the following MDE items: two (2) MAU-210
Enhanced Computer Control Groups (ECCG).
The total cost of the new MDE articles is
$0.23 million. The total MDE remains $30.52
million. The total case value remains $634.70
million.

(iv) Significance: The inclusion of these
MDE items represents an increase in capa-
bility over what was previously notified. The
proposed sale will support weapons integra-
tion for Chile’s aircraft modernization pro-
gram.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy goals and national
security objectives of the United States by
improving the securityof a strategic partner
in South America.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The MAU-
210 ECCG guides a weapon to the target via
either OPS coordinates or laser-designation
from the air or ground, The ECCG consists of
a guidance electronics/detector assembly,
control section, detector cover, GPS an-
tenna, 1760 interface connector, four fin con-
trol shafts, battery-firing device, and PRF
code switches.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is UNCLASSI-
FIED.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 19, 2023.
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ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
23-51, concerning the Air Force’s proposed
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Germany for defense articles and
services estimated to cost $2.9 billion. We
will issue a news release to notify the public
of this proposed sale upon delivery of this
letter to your office.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-51

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the

Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Germany.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense .Equipment * $2.46 billion.

Other $0.44 billion.

Total $2.90 billion.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

Major Defense Equipment (MDE):

Up to nine hundred sixty-nine (969) AIM-
120C-8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-Air
Missiles (AMRAAM).

Up to twelve (12) AIM-120C-8 AMRAAM
Guidance Sections.

Non-MDE: Also included are AIM-120 Cap-
tive Air Training Missiles (CATM); telem-
etry kit and control section spares and con-
tainers; KGV-135A Communications Security

(COMSEC) devices; Common Munitions
Built-in-Test Reprogramming Equipment
(CMBRE); ADU-891 Computer Test Set

Adapter Groups; munitions support and sup-
port equipment; classified software delivery
and support; spare parts, consumables, acces-
sories, and repair and return support; trans-
portation support; -classified publications
and technical documentation; studies and
surveys; U.S. Government and contractor en-
gineering, technical and logistics support
services; and other related elements of
logistical and program support.
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(iv) Military Department: Air Force (GY-
D-YAE).

(v) Prior Related Cases. if any: GY-D-YAD.

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc.. Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None known at
this time.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 19, 2023.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Germany—AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium-
Range Air-to-Air Missiles {AMRAAM)

The Government of Germany has requested
to buy up to nine hundred sixty-nine (969)
AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium Range Air-to-
Air Missiles (AMRAAM); and up to twelve
(12) AMRAAM CS Guidance Sections. Also
included are AIM-120 Captive Air Training
Missiles (CATM); telemetry kit and control
section spares and containers; KGV-135A
Communications Security (COMSEC) de-
vices; Common Munitions Built-in-Test Re-
programming Equipment (CMBRE); ADU 891
Computer Test Set Adapter Groups; muni-
tions support and support equipment; classi-
fied software delivery and support; spare
parts, consumables, accessories, and repair
and return support; transportation support;
classified publications and technical docu-
mentation; studies and surveys; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost is $2.90 billion.

This proposed sale will support the foreign
policy and national security of the United
States by improving the security of a North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) ally
that is an important force for political and
economic stability in Europe.

The proposed sale will improve Germany’s
capability to meet current and future
threats by ensuring they have modern, capa-
ble air-to-air munitions. This sale will fur-
ther advance the already high level of Ger-
man Air Force interoperability with U.S.
joint forces and other regional and NATO
forces. Germany already has AMRAAMs in
its inventory and will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing these articles and services into its
armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor will be Raytheon
Missiles and Defense, Tucson, AZ. There are
no known offset agreements proposed in con-
nection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
not require the assignment of any additional
U.S. Government or contractor representa-
tives to the Federal Republic of Germany.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 23-51

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The AIM-120C-8 Advanced Medium
Range Air-to-Air Missile (AMRAAM) is a su-
personic, air launched, aerial intercept, guid-
ed missile featuring digital technology and
micro-miniature solid-state electronics.
AMRAAM capabilities include look-down/
shoot-down, multiple launches against mul-
tiple targets, resistance to electronic coun-
termeasures, and interception of high-and
low-flying and maneuvering targets. This po-
tential sale will include Captive Air Training
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Missiles (CATM) as well as guidance section,
control section, and telemetry system spares
and containers.

2. The KGV-135A is a high-speed, general
purpose encryptor/decryptor module used for
wide-band data encryption.

3. Common Munitions Built-In-Test (BIT)/
Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE) is sup-
port equipment used to interface with weap-
on systems to initiate and report BIT results
and upload/download flight software.
CMBRE-supports multiple munitions plat-
forms with a range of applications that per-
form preflight checks, periodic maintenance
checks, loading of Operational Flight Pro-
gram (OFP) data, loading of munitions mis-
sion planning data, loading of Global Posi-
tioning System (GPS) cryptographic keys,
and declassification of munitions memory.

4. The ADU-891 Computer Test Set Adapter
Groups provide the physical and electrical
interface between the CMBRE and missile.

5. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

6. If a technologically advanced adversary
were to obtain knowledge of the specific
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system
effectiveness or be used in the development
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities.

7. A determination has been made that the
Government of Germany can provide sub-
stantially the same degree of protection for
the sensitive technology being released as
the U.S. Government. This sale is necessary
in furtherance of the U.S. foreign policy and
national security objectives outlined in the
Policy Justification.

8. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of Ger-
many.

———
ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr, MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington. DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(C) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
23-0H. This notification relates to enhance-
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ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 22—
06 dated February 3, 2022.
Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosures.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 23—-0H

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(C), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Jordan.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
22-06; Date: February 3, 2022; Implementing
Agency: Air Force.

Funding Source: Foreign Military Financ-
ing (FMF).

(iii) Description: On February 3, 2022, Con-
gress was notified by congressional certifi-
cation transmittal number 22-06 of the pos-
sible sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act, to the Government of
Jordan of twelve (12) F-16 C Block 70 Air-
craft; four (4) F-16 D Block 70 Aircraft; twen-
ty-one (21) F100-GE-129D Engines or F100-
PW229EEP Engines (16 installed, 5 spares);
twenty-one (21) Improved Programmable
Display Generators (iPDG) (16 installed, 5
spares); twenty-one (21) AN/APG-83 Active
Electronically Scanned Array (AESA) Scal-
able Agile Beam Radars (SABR) (16 installed,
5 spares); twenty-one (21) Modular Mission
Computers (MMC) 7000AH (16 installed, 5
spares); twenty-seven (27) LN-260 (or equiva-
lent) Embedded Global Positioning System
(GPS) Inertial Navigation Systems (INS)
(EGI) with Selective Availability Anti-
Spoofing Module (SAASM) and Precise Posi-
tioning Service (PPS) (16 installed, 11
spares); six (6) AN/AAQ-33 Sniper Advanced
Targeting Pods (ATP); thirty-one (31) Link
16 Low-Volume Terminals (for aircraft and
ground stations) (26 installed, 5 spares); sev-
enty-two (72) LAU-129 launchers (64 in-
stalled, 8 spares); twenty-one (21) M61A1 Vul-
can Cannons (16 installed, 5 spares); four
hundred two (402) FMU-139 or FMU-152 Joint
Programmable Fuzes; one hundred (100)
KMU-5656 Joint Direct Attack Munition
(JDAM) tail kits for 2,000LB GBU-31; one
hundred two (102) KMU-572 JDAM tail kits
for 500LLB Laser JDAM GBU-54; one hundred
(1000 MAU-209 Computer Control Group
(CCG) for Paveway II (PWII) GBU-10; one
hundred two (102) MXU-651 Air Foil Group
(AFG) for 2000LB PWII GBU-10; one hundred
(100) MAU-210 Enhanced Computer Control
Group (ECCG) for 500LB Enhanced Paveway
II (EPII) EGBU-49; one hundred three (103)
MXU-650 Air Foil Group (AFG) for 2000LB
EPII EGBU-49; two hundred (2000 MK-84 or
BLU-117 (or equivalent) bomb bodies; two
hundred four (204) MK-82 or BLU-111 (or
equivalent) bomb bodies; six (6) MK-82 inert
bombs; and two (2) MAU-169 Computer Con-
trol Group (CCG) trainers. Also included
were AN/ARC-238 radios; AN/APX-126 or
equivalent Advanced Identification Friend or
Foe (AIFF) with Combined Interrogator
Transponder (CIT); Joint Helmet Mounted
Cueing System II (JHMCS II) or Scorpion
Hybrid Optical-based Inertial Tracker
(HODLIT) helmet mounted displays; AN/ALQ-
2564 Viper Shield or equivalent Integrated
Electronic Warfare (EW) systems; AN/ALE-
47 Countermeasure Dispenser System
(CMDS); KY-58M Cryptographic Devices;
KIV-78 Cryptographic Devices; Simple Key
Loaders (SKL); Joint Mission Planning Sys-
tem (JMPS) or equivalent; PGU-28 High Ex-
plosive Incendiary (HEI) ammunition; PGU-
27 training ammunition (non-HEI); ARD-446
impulse cartridges; ARD-863 impulse car-
tridges BBU-36 impulse cartridges; BBU-35
impulse cartridges; MK-124 smoke flares;
MJU-T7/B flare cartridges L.463 or MJU-563 or
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equivalent; Common Munitions Built-in-Test
(BIT) Reprogramming Equipment (CMBRE);
ADU-891 adapters for CMBRE; DSU-38 laser
sensors for Laser JDAM GBU-54; Cartridge
Actuated Device/Propellant Actuated De-
vices (CAD/PAD); BRU-57 bomb racks; MAU-
12 bomb racks and TER-9A triple ejection
racks; other chaff and flare, ammunition,
and pylons; launcher adaptors and weapons
interfaces; fuel tanks and attached hard-
ware; travel pods; aircraft and weapons inte-
gration, test, and support equipment; elec-
tronic warfare database and mission data file
development; precision measurement and
calibration laboratory equipment; secure
communications; cryptographic equipment;
precision navigation equipment; aircraft and
personnel support and test equipment; spare
and repair parts; repair and return services;
maps, publications, and technical docu-
mentation; studies and surveys; classified/
unclassified software and software support;
personnel training and training equipment;
facilities and facility management, design
and/or construction services; U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor engineering, technical
and logistics support services; and other re-
lated elements of logistical and program sup-
port. The estimated total cost was $4.21 bil-
lion. Major Defense Equipment (MDE) con-
stituted $2.39 billion of this total.

On September 27, 2022, Congress was noti-
fied by congressional certification trans-
mittal number 22-0L of the addition of the
following MDE items: thirty-one (31) Multi-
functional Information Distribution Systems
with Joint Tactical Radio Systems (MIDS
JTRS); thirty-two (32) AIM-9X Block II Side-
winder missiles; twenty (20) AIM-9X Block II
Sidewinder Captive Air-Training Missiles
(CATM); four (4) AIM-9X Block II Sidewinder
tactical guidance, units; and four (4) AIM-9X
Block II Sidewinder CATM guidance units.
Also, this transmittal reports a correction to
the previously notified ‘‘twenty-one (21)
F100-GE-129D Engines or F100-PW229EEP
Engines (16 installed, 5 spares)’’ to ‘‘twenty-
one (21) F1000-GE-129D Engines or F100-
PW229EEP Engines (16 installed, 5 spares);”’
there is currently no GE aircraft engine des-
ignated as F100. The total net cost of MDE
increased by $0.06 billion to $2.45 billion. The
estimated total case value increased to $4.27
billion.

This transmittal notifies the possible re-
placement of up to four (4) of the previously
notified F-16 C Block 70 aircraft with up to
four (4) F-16 D Block 70 aircraft. The total
number of F-16 Block 70 aircraft in the po-
tential sale does not change remaining six-
teen (16). The F-16 D replacements will re-
sult in a net increase in MDE value of $0.03
billion, resulting in a revised MDE value of
$2.48 billion. The total estimated case value
will increase to $4.30 billion.

(iv) Significance: This notification is being
provided as the replacement MDE items were
not enumerated in the original notification.
The proposed articles will improve Jordan’s
ability to train its F-16 Block 70 pilots while
continuing modernization of the Jordanian
fighter aircraft fleet and supporting oper-
ational requirements associated with re-
gional U.S.-coalition goals.

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by help-
ing to improve the security of a Major Non-
NATO Ally that is an important force for po-
litical stability and economic progress in the
Middle East.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Sensi-
tivity of Technology Statement contained in
the original notification applies to items re-
ported here.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.
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(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 19, 2023.

————

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control
Act requires that Congress receive
prior notification of certain proposed
arms sales as defined by that statute.
Upon such notification, the Congress
has 30 calendar days during which the
sale may be reviewed. The provision
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Washington, DC.
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(5)(A) of
the Arms Export Control Act (AECA), as
amended, we are forwarding Transmittal No.
0K-23. This notification relates to enhance-
ments or upgrades from the level of sensi-
tivity of technology or capability described
in the Section 36(b)(1) AECA certification 13-
03 dated April 3, 2013.

Sincerely,
JAMES A. HURSCH,
Director.
Enclosure.
TRANSMITTAL NO. 0K—23

Report of Enhancement or Upgrade of Sensi-

tivity of Technology or Capability (Sec.

36(b)(5)(A), AECA)

(i) Purchaser: Government of Singapore.

(ii) Sec. 36(b)(1), AECA Transmittal No.:
13-03; Date: April 3, 2013; Military Depart-
ment: Air Force.

Funding Source: National Funds.

(iii) Description: On April 3, 2013, Congress
was notified by congressional certification
transmittal number 13-03 of the possible
sale, under Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act, of 100 ATM-120C7 Advanced
Medium Range Air-to-Air Missiles
(AMRAAM), AMRAAM Programmable Ad-
vanced System Interface Simulator (PASIS),
10 AMRAAM Spare Guidance Sections, 18
AN/AVS-9(V) Night Vision Goggles, H-764G
with GEM V Selective Availability Anti-
Spoofing Module (SAASM), Common Muni-
tions Built-in-Test Reprogramming Equip-
ment (CMBRE-Plus) in support of a Direct
Commercial Sale of new F-158G aircraft.
Also included were: containers, spare and re-
pair parts, support equipment, tools and test
equipment, publications and technical docu-
mentation, personnel training and training
equipment, U.S. Government and contractor
engineering, logistics, and technical support
services, and other related elements of logis-
tics and program support. The estimated
cost was $210 million. Major Defense Equip-
ment (MDE) constituted $165 million of this
total.
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On September 18, 2013, Congress was noti-
fied by congressional certification trans-
mittal number 0J-13 of the possible sale,
under Section 36(b)(5)(A) of the Arms Export
Control Act, of 17 Link-16 Multifunction In-
formation Distribution System Low Volume
Terminals (MIDS-LVT) for aircraft, ground
units, and spares in order to satisfy oper-
ational requirements. Additionally, this
transmittal reported the inclusion of 26 H-
764G with GEM V Selective Availability
Anti-Spoofing Module (SAASM), as Major
Defense Equipment as required by the up-
dated Military Articles and Services List.
Although the value of the H-764G was in-
cluded in the total value of the case, it was
not enumerated or valued as MDE in the
original notification. The net increase in
cost of MDE for the upgrade was $9 million,
and the total case value remained at $210
million.

This transmittal reports the addition of
the following MDE items: twenty-six (26)
Multifunctional Information Distribution
System Joint Tactical Radio Systems (MIDS
JTRS). The following non-MDE items will
also be included: Ground Support Systems
(GSS) for Link 16; AN/ARC-210 radios; Joint
Mission Planning Systems (JMPS); Simple
Key Loaders; and classified software delivery
and support. The total cost of the new MDE
items is $7 million, but will not require an
increase in the estimated total MDE value.
The total cost of the new non-MDE items
and services is $34 million, but will only re-
quire an $11 million increase in the esti-
mated total non-MDE value. The total esti-
mated case value will increase from $210 mil-
lion to $221 million with MDE remaining at
$174 million of this total.

(iv) Significance: This notification is being
provided as the additional MDE items were
not enumerated in the original notification.
The inclusion of this MDE represents an in-
crease in capability over what was pre-
viously notified. The proposed sale will im-
prove the Republic of Singapore Air Force’s
(RSAF) air-to-air capability and ability to
defend its nation and cooperate with allied
air forces,

(v) Justification: This proposed sale will
support the foreign policy and national secu-
rity objectives of the United States by im-
proving the security of a strategic partner
that is an important force for political sta-
bility and economic progress in Asia.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The Multi-
functional Information Distribution System
Joint Tactical Radio System (MIDS JTRS)
provides an advanced Link-16 command, con-
trol, communications, and intelligence (C3I)
system incorporating high-capacity and jam-
resistant digital communications links for
exchange of near real-time tactical informa-
tion, including both data and voice, among
air, ground, and sea elements. MIDS JTRS is
a multi-channel, software-defined variant of
the MIDS-Low Volume Terminal (LVT).

AN/ARC-210 radios provide voice commu-
nications radio systems equipped with HAVE
QUICK II and Second Generation Antijam
Tactical Ultra High Frequency (UHF) Radio
for NATO (SATURN), which employ cryp-
tographic technology. Other waveforms may
be included as needed.

The Joint Mission Planning System
(JMPS) provides a multi-platform, PC-based
mission planning system. Its modular suite
of systems are tailored to user needs, allow-
ing operators of various aircraft to install
planning modules required for flight plan-
ning, weapons delivery planning, post-flight
debrief, and operational integration.

The AN/PYQ-10 Simple Key Loader pro-
vides a handheld device used for securely re-
ceiving, storing, and transferring data be-
tween compatible cryptographic and commu-
nications equipment.
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The Sensitivity of Technology Statement
contained in the original notification applies
to additional items reported here.

The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-
cluded in this potential sale is SECRET.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
July 17, 2023.

——————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT OBJECTION

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am an-
nouncing my intention to object to any
unanimous consent request to proceed
to S. 1080, the Cooper Davis Act.

There is no question that there is a
fentanyl epidemic in the United States.
However, this bill fails to offer serious
solutions to this epidemic. Instead, it
would mandate that platforms scan
their users’ communications for any-
thing that could be interpreted as
being about selling or using drugs.
Given this country’s experience with
the failed ‘“War on Drugs’ it is easy to
predict that communities of color will
disproportionately have their conversa-
tions surveilled and referred for pros-
ecutions, which is why it is opposed by
civil rights groups, including the
ACLU, NAACP and Leadership Con-
ference on Civil and Human Rights.
Further, forcing a platform to decide
what represents a drug transaction
means that lots of innocent people will
be referred for investigation and pros-
ecution. Finally, the reporting struc-
ture of this legislation is likely to
produce large numbers of meritless re-
ferrals to the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration and do little to address
the real causes of the fentanyl epi-
demic or protect vulnerable commu-
nities.

Given these concerns, I will object to
any unanimous consent request in rela-
tion to this legislation.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT OBJECTION

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am an-
nouncing my intention to object to any
unanimous consent request to proceed
to S. 1199, the Strengthening Trans-
parency and Obligations to Protect
Children Suffering from Abuse and
Mistreatment Act of 2023.

The protection of children from ex-
ploitation and abuse is an incredibly
serious issue. The criminals that create
and distribute child sexual abuse mate-
rial, or CSAM, need to be hunted down
and locked up. The victims of their
crimes need critical support. However,
this bill would limit the availability of
encrypted communications, making
children and families less safe. Indeed,
whistleblowers, human rights activists,
journalists, labor organizers, and
women seeking reproductive care, as
well our children and families, all de-
pend on secure and private communica-
tions and would suffer the harms of its
unavailability.

The portions of this bill that hurt the
availability of encrypted communica-
tions are extraneous and stray from
the ostensible purpose of the bill. Until
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they are removed, I will object to any
unanimous consent request in relation
to this legislation.

———

UNANIMOUS CONSENT OBJECTION

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I am an-
nouncing my intention to object to any
unanimous consent request to proceed
to S. 1207, the Eliminating Abusive and
Rampant Neglect of Interactive Tech-
nologies Act of 2023.

The protection of children from ex-
ploitation and abuse is an incredibly
serious issue. The criminals that create
and distribute child sexual abuse mate-
rial, or CSAM, need to be hunted down
and locked up. The victims of their
crimes need critical support. However,
this bill would limit the availability of
encrypted communications, making
children and families less safe. Indeed,
whistleblowers, human rights activists,
journalists, labor organizers, and
women seeking reproductive care, as
well our children and families, all de-
pend on secure and private communica-
tions and would suffer the harms of its
unavailability.

Given the threat this bill poses to
encrypted communications, I will ob-
ject to any unanimous consent request
in relation to this legislation.

————

JUDICIARY ACT OF 2023

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, due to
a regrettable clerical error, Senators
SMITH and Warren were not added as
original cosponsors of S. 1616, the Judi-
ciary Act of 2023, when I introduced the
bill on May 16, 2023. I wish to clarify
that Senators SMITH and WARREN are
indeed original cosponsors of this im-
portant legislation and have been com-
mitted partners in this work. I thank
them for their leadership and partner-
ship in restoring confidence in the Na-
tion’s highest Court.

————

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
MANSFIELD CENTER

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President I rise
today to share a few words today to
honor the life and legacy of Mike and
Maureen Mansfield and celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Mansfield Cen-
ter.

Mike Mansfield was one of this Na-
tion’s greatest public servants, whose
legacy is not only as a Congressman, a
Senator, and a diplomat, but also as
one of America’s champions for the
greater good, who always put service
and sacrifice before himself.

Mike planted roots in Montana at the
age of 7, spending his childhood in
Great Falls raised by his aunt and
uncle. After serving in three branches
of the U.S. military, Mike returned to
the Treasure State, still lacking a high
school education, to work in Butte’s
copper mines.

In the spring of 1928, his life was for-
ever changed when he met his wife
Maureen, a teacher who inspired him
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to leave the mines and further his edu-
cation. He and Maureen were married
for 68 years, fostering a lifelong part-
nership marked by deep devotion and
respect.

After serving five terms in the U.S.
House of Representatives, Mike was
elected to the U.S. Senate in 1952, and
reelected again in 1958, 1964, and 1970.
He served for 16 years as Senate major-
ity leader, quickly becoming known by
Members on both sides of the aisle for
his character and high standard of pub-
lic service. He was a person that got
things done, shaping the character of
the modern Senate through tactful
leadership in international relations
and humble dedication to public good.
And he still found time to personally
read and sign every letter to his con-
stituents in Montana.

That is what being a Montanan
meant to Mike Mansfield. He never
failed to meet challenges, reach across
the aisle, and fight for Montanans at
every turn. His commitment to com-
munity and the common good spanned
six Presidents and left a lasting mark
on Montana and on the Nation as a
whole. I am lucky to have learned so
much from Mike Mansfield’s storied
career and proud to sit in the seat he
once held.

Mike and Maureen’s legacy lives on
in the service of the Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Center, where folks work
hard to increase awareness, advance
education, and shed more light on the
pressing issues facing Montana and the
world. Since its founding in 1983, the
Mansfield Center has bridged divides
and fostered generations of globally
minded leaders. Whether it is through
fellowships that connect top-notch stu-
dents with global leaders, critical re-
search they are doing back in Montana,
or everything in between, the Center
continues to be instrumental in shap-
ing the voices of tomorrow. And today,
we honor 40 years of service and cele-
brate the immense accomplishments of
all the folks who made it possible, driv-
en by love of country and dedication to
democracy.

Thank you to the Maureen and Mike
Mansfield Center for all that you do.
Because of you, the Mansfield legacy
lives on.

————
TRIBUTE TO TRICIA ENGLE

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, yester-
day was the last work day for Tricia
Engle, our beloved assistant Demo-
cratic secretary. Tricia is leaving the
Senate after 26 years of devoted serv-
ice. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank her and wish her well
as she embarks on the next adventure
in her life.

If Tricia were a Senator, she would
rank ninth in Senate seniority, in-be-
tween Senator COLLINS and Leader
SCHUMER. She arrived here in July 1997,
shortly after graduating from South
Dakota State University. She started
in the Senate as a staff assistant for
her home State Senator, then-Demo-

S3455

cratic Leader Tom Daschle. Within a
few months, she went to work in the
Democratic cloakroom and then be-
came a floor assistant for Leaders
Daschle, Reid, and Schumer before be-
coming assistant secretary in 2019.

The Senate, as we all know, is not
the most ‘“‘family-friendly’’ institution,
but Tricia has managed to raise two
fine boys, William and Garrison, while
working here. And she managed to earn
her M.A. and M.B.A. from Johns Hop-
kins University Carey Business School
in 2010, an extraordinary accomplish-
ment when you consider the long hours
and unpredictability of the Senate
schedule.

Tricia knows Senate rules and proce-
dure as well as anyone and has been in-
dispensable to me and so many other
Senators. Our Ilandmark legislation
such as the Affordable Care Act,
COVID-19 pandemic relief, the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs Act, the
Inflation Reduction Act, and so many
other bills have Tricia’s fingerprints on
them. Day after day, month after
month, year after year, Tricia has been
in the cloakroom, on the floor, or in
the well, deftly negotiating unanimous
consent agreements, figuring out how
to get amendments up or cleared, and
working with her Republican counter-
parts to help the Senate function.
Through it all—from all-night
votearamas to the January 6 insurrec-
tion—Tricia has been cool, calm and
collected, never losing her temper even
in the most heated moments, always
offering the best advice any Senator or
staffer could ask for with regard to
Senate procedure and precedents. She
is always friendly, quick to help, and
reassuring.

We Senators are the focus of public
attention, but there are so many staff-
ers like Tricia who make the Senate
run. They work hard and mostly anon-
ymously, driven by a strong sense of
public service and love for our country
and this institution. I have said many
times that our Federal workforce,
which includes congressional staff, is
one of our Nation’s most important—
and least appreciated—assets. It con-
sists of people like Tricia. I am grate-
ful for her wise counsel and friendship
over the years. I am also grateful to
her family for allowing Tricia to be
part of the Senate family for the last 26
years. She leaves us universally well-
liked, respected, and accomplished—a
testament to her many fine qualities.
Senators and staff—Republicans and
Democrats—will miss her, but she cer-
tainly has earned a respite from life
here in the Senate. I know all my col-
leagues join me in thanking her for her
extraordinary service and wishing her
and her family all the best moving for-
ward.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING EDITH
KANAKA‘OLE

e Ms. HIRONO. Mr. President, earlier
this year, the U.S. Mint launched the
Edith Kanaka‘ole quarter, the seventh
coin in the American Women Quarters
Program, which is intended to cele-
brate pioneering women who were ac-
complished leaders in different fields
and who came from various back-
grounds. She joins other notable
women such as Maya Angelou, Anna
May Wong, and, starting next year,
Patsy Takemoto Mink.

Shortly after the bill creating the
program was signed into law, I was
proud to recommend to the Mint that
Mrs. Kanaka‘ole be selected for the
program. Now, people in the State of
Hawaii and throughout our Nation can
find her likeness on circulating U.S.
quarters.

Mrs. Kanaka‘ole’s story is truly re-
markable. Her impact is widespread.
Born on October 30, 1913, Edith
Kanaka‘ole, or ‘“‘Aunty Edith’ as she
was commonly known, was an indige-
nous Hawaiian composer, chanter,
kumu hula—traditional dance teach-
er—and a custodian of Native culture,
traditions, and the natural land. She
has been recognized within her local
community, throughout the State of
Hawaii, and now nationwide as being a
preeminent practitioner of modern Ha-
waiian culture, language, and prac-
tices.

One of Aunty Edith’s many accom-
plishments was her direct influence in
Hawaii’s education system. Aunty
Edith was instrumental in the creation
of Hawaiian language curriculum for
public school students at the Keaukaha
School in Hilo, as well as in the devel-
opment of courses and seminars at the
college and university levels on sub-
jects including ethnobotany, Polyne-
sian history, genealogy, and Hawaiian
chant and mythology.

Aunty Edith was also a renowned
kumu hula. She believed that oli—Ha-
waiian literary chants—formed the
basis of Hawaiian values and history.
She started composing oli and
choreographing hula, and, in the 1950s,
she toured the contiguous TUnited
States, western Canada, and much of
Asia with a hula group named after her
daughter Nalani. She went on to found
her own halau—hula school—Halau O
Kekuhi, which is still in operation
today.

In 1979, Aunty Edith received the Dis-
tinction of Cultural Leadership Award,
the State of Hawaii’s highest honor. It
is given to individuals who have made
significant outstanding lifetime con-
tributions to Hawaii in areas of cul-
ture, arts, and humanities. Aunty
Edith passed away on October 3, 1979,
but her legacy lives on through her
family, community, and the Edith
Kanaka‘ole Foundation, a Hawaiian
culture-based, nonprofit organization
dedicated to maintaining and perpet-
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uating cultural education and tradi-
tional practices.

A line from one of her most famous
oli, “E ho mai ka ike,” is inscribed on
the reverse side of +the Edith
Kanaka‘ole quarter and translated as
“granting the wisdom.”” I cannot think
of a Dbetter phrase to encapsulate
Aunty Edith’s legacy.

Mahalo, Aunty Edith, for all your
contributions to our State and this Na-
tion.e

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mrs.
MURRAY) announced that on today,
July 20, 2023, she had signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker of the
House:

S. 111. An act to require each agency, in
providing notice of a rulemaking, to include
a link to a 100-word plain language summary
of the proposed rule.

At 11:38 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3941. An act to prohibit the use of the
facilities of a public elementary school, a
public secondary school, or an institution of
higher education to provide shelter for aliens
who have not been admitted into the United
States, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 3941. An act to prohibit the use of the
facilities of a public elementary school, a
public secondary school, or an institution of
higher education to provide shelter for aliens
who have not been admitted into the United
States, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

—————

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED

The Secretary of the Senate reported
that on today, July 20, 2023, she had
presented to the President of the
United States the following enrolled
bill:

S. 111. An act to require each agency, in
providing notice of a rulemaking, to include
a link to a 100-word plain language summary
of the proposed rule.

———

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-1714. A communication from the Asso-
ciate Administrator, Congressional and Leg-
islative Affairs, Small Business Administra-
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re-
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Disaster Assistance
Loan Program Changes to Maximum Loan
Amounts and Miscellaneous Updates”

July 20, 2023

(RIN3245-AH91) received during adjournment
of the Senate in the Office of the President
of the Senate on July 7, 2023; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

EC-1715. A communication from the Agen-
cy Representative, Patent and Trademark
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Standardization of the Patent Term
Adjustment Statement Regarding Informa-
tion Disclosure Statements’” (RIN0651-AD60)
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 7, 2023; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

EC-1716. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to
law, an annual report to Congress concerning
intercepted wire, oral, or electronic commu-
nications; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

EC-1717. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the Uniform Resource Locator (URL)
for the report entitled ‘2022 Report of Statis-
tics Required by the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer Protection Act of
2005’; to the Committee on the Judiciary.

EC-1718. A communication from the Chief
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica-
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Amend-
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot-
ments, FM Broadcast Stations (Peach
Springs, Arizona)”’ (MB Docket No. 23-45) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the
Senate on June 22, 2023; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1719. A communication from the Assist-
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Affairs,
Consumer Product Safety Commission,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Safety Standard for Clothing
Storage Units’’ (Docket No. CPSC-2023-0015)
received during adjournment of the Senate
in the Office of the President of the Senate
on July 7, 2023; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

EC-1720. A communication from the Chief
for Regulatory Development, Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration, Department
of Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fees for
the Unified Carrier Registration Plan and
Agreement’”’ (RIN2126-AC62) received during
adjournment of the Senate in the Office of
the President of the Senate on July 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

EC-1721. A communication from the Chair
of the National Transportation Safety
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, the
Board’s 2022 Annual Report to Congress; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

EC-1722. A communication from the Under
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi-
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, the De-
partment’s fiscal year 2022 Progress Report
on the Strategic Plan to Improve Capabili-
ties of DoD Training Ranges and Installa-
tions (0SS-2023-0642); to the Committee on
Armed Services.

EC-1723. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Prohibition on Certain Pro-
curements from the Xinjiang Uyghur Auton-
omous Region” (RIN0750-AL88) received dur-
ing adjournment of the Senate in the Office
of the President of the Senate on July 7, 2023;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1724. A communication from the Alter-
nate Federal Register Liaison Officer, Office
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of the Secretary, Department of Defense,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of
a rule entitled ‘‘Management of the Procure-
ment Technical Assistance Agreement Pro-
gram’ (RINO0750-AL08) received during ad-
journment of the Senate in the Office of the
President of the Senate on July 7, 2023; to
the Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1725. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting a legislative
proposal to codify the Department of Ener-
gy’s National Nuclear Security Administra-
tion (DOE/NNSA) Nuclear Emergency Sup-
port Team (NEST) nuclear and radiological
incident response responsibilities; to the
Committee on Armed Services.

EC-1726. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting,
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Federal
Agency Drug-Free Workplace Program’; to
the Committees on Appropriations; and
Armed Services.

EC-1727. A communication from the Gen-
eral Counsel of the National Credit Union
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Central Li-
quidity Facility” (RIN3133-AF18) received
during adjournment of the Senate in the Of-
fice of the President of the Senate on July 7,
2023; to the Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs.

EC-1728. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Su-
pervisory Guidance on Multiple Re-Present-
ment NSF Fees” received during adjourn-
ment of the Senate in the Office of the Presi-
dent of the Senate on July 7, 2023; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1729. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13441 with respect to Leb-
anon; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

EC-1730. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13581 with respect to signifi-
cant transnational criminal organizations;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1731. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13882 with respect to Mali;
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs.

EC-1732. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu-
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on
the national emergency that was declared in
Executive Order 13818 with respect to serious
human rights abuse and corruption; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

EC-1733. A communication from the Chair
of the Appraisal Subcommittee, Federal Fi-
nancial Institutions Examination Council,
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Appraisal
Subcommittee’s 2022 Annual Report; to the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. SCHATZ, from the Committee on
Appropriations, without amendment:

S. 2437. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transportation,
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and Housing and Urban Development, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes (Rept.
No. 118-70).

By Mr. COONS, from the Committee on
Appropriations, without amendment:

S. 2438. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign
operations, and related programs for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and for
other purposes (Rept. No. 118-71).

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN, from the Committee
on Appropriations, without amendment:

S. 2443. An original bill making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024, and for other purposes
(Rept. No. 118-72).

———

EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF
COMMITTEES

The following executive reports of
nominations were submitted:

By Mr. REED for the Committee on Armed
Services.

*Army nomination of Gen.
George, to be General.

*Air Force nomination of Gen. Charles Q.
Brown, Jr., to be General.

Army nominations beginning with Brig.
Gen. Mary V. Krueger and ending with Brig.
Gen. Anthony L. McQueen, which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on June
12, 2023.

Army nomination of Col. Jack J. Stumme,
to be Brigadier General.

Army nomination of Col. James F. Porter,
to be Brigadier General.

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. Beth A.
Salisbury, to be Major General.

*Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Mi-
chael J. Lutton, to be Lieutenant General.

*Army nomination of Lt. Gen. James J.
Mingus, to be General.

*Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Thomas L.
James, to be Lieutenant General.

*Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Charles D.
Costanza, to be Lieutenant General.

*Marine Corps nomination of Maj. Gen.
James H. Adams III, to be Lieutenant Gen-
eral.

*Space Force nomination of Lt. Gen. Mi-
chael A. Guetlein, to be General.

*Space Force nomination of Lit. Gen. Philip
A. Garrant, to be Lieutenant General.

Space Force nominations beginning with
Brig. Gen. Donald J. Cothern and ending
with Brig. Gen. Timothy A. Sejba, which
nominations were received by the Senate and
appeared in the Congressional Record on
July 11, 2023.

Randy A.

Space Force nomination of Maj. Gen.
Shawn N. Bratton, to be Major General.
*Space Force nomination of Maj. Gen.

Shawn N. Bratton, to be Lieutenant General.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, for the
Committee on Armed Services I report
favorably the following nomination
lists which were printed in the RECORD
on the dates indicated, and ask unani-
mous consent, to save the expense of
reprinting on the Executive Calendar
that these nominations lie at the Sec-
retary’s desk for the information of
Senators.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Julie L. Airhart and ending with Terri L.
Wright, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on May 4, 2023.
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Air Force nominations beginning with Jus-
tin V. Ahrens and ending with Ryan E. Wil-
son, which nominations were received by the
Senate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on May 30, 2023.

Air Force nomination of Oliver E. Barfield,
to be Colonel.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Ashley L. Shull and ending with Sean M.
Williams, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on June 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Ronald Mark Alligood and ending with Mat-
thew David Woolums, which nominations
were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record on June 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Brian Charles Anderson and ending with
Jerry Wayne Zollman, Jr., which nomina-
tions were received by the Senate and ap-
peared in the Congressional Record on June
12, 2023.

Air Force nomination of Ryan C. Boyle, to
be Lieutenant Colonel.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Feysel A. Abdulkaf and ending with Nancy
M. Zimmerman, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Scott A. Abuso and ending with Robert
Zavala, Jr., which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Nanlisha T. Abdullai and ending with Steven
Zimmer, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Matthew N. Alombro and ending with Gar-
rett C. Zupan, which nominations were re-
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the
Congressional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Kevin B. Abbott and ending with Kaitlin E.
Zito, which nominations were received by
the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nomination
Gutzman, to be Colonel.

Air Force nominations beginning with
Danielle N. Anderson and ending with Brian
J. Welch, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Air Force nomination of Ryan C. Caguillo,
to be Major.

Air Force nomination of Mary M. Gutier-
rez, to be Colonel.

Air Force nomination of Edward W. Hale,
to be Colonel.

Army nomination of Paul A. Stelzer, to be
Lieutenant Colonel.

Army nomination of Andrew R. Updike, to
be Major.

Army nomination of Erica L. Kane, to be
Colonel.

Army nominations beginning with Joshua
T. Ade and ending with Everett E. Zachary,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on June 21, 2023.

Army nomination of Charles K. Djou, to be
Colonel.

Army nomination of Nicholas C. Molczyk,
to be Major.

Army nomination of David Hernandez, to
be Major.

Army nomination of Clydellia S. Prichard-
Allen, to be Colonel.

Army nomination of Espada J. Ruiz, to be
Colonel.

Marine Corps nomination of Leron E.
Lane, to be Colonel.

Marine Corps nomination of William M.
Schweitzer, to be Major.

of James H.
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Navy nomination of Andres S. Piscoya, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nominations beginning with Mary M.
Ayres and ending with Rebecca M. Rieger,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on July 12, 2023.

Navy nomination of Daniel I. Morrison, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nomination of Alan A. Gutberlet, to
be Lieutenant Commander.

Navy nomination of
Arguello, to be Commander.

Navy nomination of Christopher S. Wil-
liams, to be Captain.

Navy nomination of Kristopher M. Brazil,
to be Captain.

Navy nominations beginning with Joshua
P. Corbin and ending with Nathan S.
Wemett, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Navy nominations beginning with Nicholas
B. Artabazon and ending with Sara A.
Zanitsch, which nominations were received
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres-
sional Record on July 12, 2023.

Navy nominations beginning with Mary H.
Baker and ending with Trent A. Warner,
which nominations were received by the Sen-
ate and appeared in the Congressional
Record on July 12, 2023.

Navy nomination of Peter J. Maculan, to
be Captain.

By Mr. DURBIN for the Committee on the
Judiciary.

Julia Kathleen Munley, of Pennsylvania,
to be United States District Judge for the
Middle District of Pennsylvania.

*Nomination was reported with rec-
ommendation that it be confirmed sub-
ject to the nominee’s commitment to
respond to requests to appear and tes-
tify before any duly constituted com-
mittee of the Senate.

(Nominations without an asterisk
were reported with the recommenda-
tion that they be confirmed.)

————

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. VANCE:

S. 2403. A bill to amend the Federal De-
posit Insurance Act to provide for the insur-
ance of transaction accounts, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Banking,
Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mr.
CARDIN):

S. 2404. A Dbill to improve the operation of
the Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BARRASSO, and Ms. STA-
BENOW):

S. 2405. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to assure pharmacy ac-
cess and choice for Medicare beneficiaries; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself and Mr.
GRASSLEY):

S. 2406. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to improve oversight of
formulary development and management
under Medicare part D; to the Committee on
Finance.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. CAS-
SIDY, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. CAPITO,
Mr. LUJAN, Mrs. BLACKBURN, MTr.

Guillermo M.
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WICKER, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. COONS, Mrs.
SHAHEEN, Ms. SMITH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
and Mr. HEINRICH):

S. 2407. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for the co-
ordination of programs to prevent and treat
obesity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina (for
himself and Mr. WARNER):

S. 2408. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide for patient-fo-
cused listening sessions to improve prescrip-
tion drug plan transparency, access, and
choice; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 2409. A bill to limit purchases of the
Federal reserve banks, to require Generally
Accepted Accounting Principles standards,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 2410. A Dbill to limit the total assets of
Federal reserve banks, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. SCOTT of Florida:

S. 2411. A bill to place further congres-
sional oversight on any quantitative easing
or tightening programs or any emergency
lending programs of the Board of Governors
of the Federal Reserve System, to require re-
ports to Congress relating to those pro-
grams, to require congressional approval of
the extension of those programs, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. CRAMER, Ms. KLo-
BUCHAR, and Mr. HOEVEN):

S. 2412. A bill to require the Secretary of
Agriculture to allow emergency haying
under the conservation reserve program dur-
ing the primary nesting season under certain
conditions; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr.
RISCH, Ms. ROSEN, Ms. ERNST, Mr.
BOOKER, and Mr. LANKFORD):

S. 2413. A bill to expand and strengthen the
Abraham Accords and the Negev Forum, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on For-
eign Relations.

By Mr. BRAUN (for himself and Ms.
SINEMA):

S. 2414. A Dbill to require agencies with
working dog programs to implement the rec-
ommendations of the Government Account-
ability Office relating to the health and wel-
fare of working dogs, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself, Mr.
WARNOCK, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. TiLLIS, and Ms. SMITH):

S. 2415. A bill to amend title III of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to reauthorize Federal
support of States in their work to save and
sustain the health of mothers during preg-
nancy, childbirth, and the postpartum pe-
riod, to eliminate disparities in maternal
health outcomes for pregnancy-related and
pregnancy-associated deaths, to identify so-
lutions to improve health care quality and
health outcomes for mothers, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WARNER (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. CASEY, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Mr. KAINE, and Mr. MANCHIN):

S. 2416. A bill to amend the Black Lung
Benefits Act to ease the benefits process for
survivors of miners whose deaths were due to
pneumoconiosis; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 2417. A bill to support the preparation
and retention of outstanding educators in all
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fields to ensure a bright future for children
and youth in under-resourced and under-
served communities in the United States,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Ms.
LUMMIS):

S. 2418. A Dbill to amend titles XVIII and
XIX of the Social Security Act to increase
access to services provided by advanced prac-
tice registered nurses under the Medicare
and Medicaid programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. FETTERMAN, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 2419. A bill to prohibit certain uses of
automated decision systems by employers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CARPER (for himself, Mr. VAN
HOLLEN, Mr. KAINE, Mr. CARDIN, and
Mr. BOOKER):

S. 2420. A Dbill to amend the District of Co-
lumbia Home Rule Act to provide for the
automatic appointment of judges to the Dis-
trict of Columbia courts without the advice
and consent of the Senate, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself,
BLUMENTHAL, and Mr. WELCH):

S. 2421. A Dbill to require the Federal Crop
Insurance Corporation to revise the terms of
the Standard Reinsurance Agreement and
the Livestock Price Reinsurance Agreement,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. TESTER (for himself and Mr.
MORAN):

S. 2422. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to establish the Acquisition Re-
view Board of the Department of Veterans
Affairs and to establish the Director of Cost
Assessment and Program Evaluation in the
Department, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. SULLIVAN (for himself and Mr.
PETERS):

S. 2423. A bill to require covered digital ad-
vertising platforms to report their public
service advertisements; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
MULLIN):

S. 2424. A bill to amend the Indian Self-De-
termination Act and the Indian Health Care
Improvement Act to provide advance appro-
priations authority for certain accounts of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Bureau of
Indian Education of the Department of the
Interior and the Indian Health Service of the
Department of Health and Human Services,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Indian Affairs.

Mr.

By Mr. PAUL (for himself, Mr.
SCHMITT, Mr. VANCE, Mr.
TUBERVILLE, Ms. LuMmMmIs, and Mr.
BRAUN):

S. 2425. A Dbill to prohibit Federal employ-
ees and contractors from directing online
platforms to censor any speech that is pro-
tected by the First Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the United States, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr.
CRAPO):

S. 2426. A bill to establish a national motor
carrier safety selection standard for entities
that contract with certain motor carriers to
transport goods, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and

Transportation.
By Mr. FETTERMAN (for himself, Ms.
BALDWIN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr.

BOOKER, Mr. CASEY, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms.
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HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, Mr. MARKEY, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
PADILLA, Ms. SMITH, Ms. STABENOW,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. WELCH, and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE):

S. 2427. A bill to amend title XXVII of the
Public Health Service Act to require group
health plans and health insurance issuers of-
fering group or individual health insurance
coverage to permit enrollees to obtain a 365-
day supply of contraceptives; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. MURPHY, and Mr. WICKER):

S. 2428. A bill to establish a grant program
for innovative partnerships among teacher
preparation programs, local educational
agencies, and community-based organiza-
tions to expand access to high-quality tutor-
ing in hard-to-staff schools and high-need
schools, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. RUBIO (for himself and Ms.
ROSEN):

S. 2429. A bill to amend title XIX of the So-
cial Security Act to increase the ability of
Medicare and Medicaid providers to access
the National Practitioner Data Bank for the
purpose of conducting employee background
checks; to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself, Mr.
RICKETTS, Mr. MARSHALL, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. DAINES, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr.
TIiLLIS, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. MORAN, Mr.
ScorT of Florida, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
BupD, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. THUNE, Mrs.
HYDE-SMITH, Ms. ERNST, and Mr.
TUBERVILLE):

S. 2430. A bill to amend the Emergency
Planning and Community Right-To-Know
Act of 1986 to exclude certain air emissions
from emergency notification requirements,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Environment and Public Works.

By Mr. BENNET (for himself, Mr.
CRAPO, Mr. HICKENLOOPER, and Mr.
RISCH):

S. 2431. A bill to require the Secretary of
Labor, in coordination with the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, to carry out a grant pro-
gram to assist certain members or former
members of the Armed Forces in
transitioning to civilian life, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af-
fairs.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Ms.
WARREN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr. WELCH):

S. 2432. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to expand the medical ex-
pense deduction, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition,
and Forestry.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 2433. A Dbill to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Substance Use-Disorder
Prevention that Promotes Opioid Recovery
and Treatment for Patients and Commu-
nities Act, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARSHALL (for himself and
Mr. LUJAN):

S. 2434. A bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to continue the Presidential Ad-
visory Council on Combating Antibiotic-Re-
sistant Bacteria, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Mr. PADILLA, Ms. WAR-
REN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. FETTERMAN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr.
WHITEHOUSE, and Mr. SANDERS):

S. 2435. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to repeal the particular
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work requirement that disqualifies able-bod-
ied adults for eligibility to participate in the
supplemental nutrition assistance program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
By Mr. MANCHIN (for himself and Mrs.
BLACKBURN):

S. 2436. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to assure pharmacy ac-
cess and choice for Medicare beneficiaries; to
the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. SCHATZ:

S. 2437. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Departments of Transportation,
and Housing and Urban Development, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2024, and for other purposes; from
the Committee on Appropriations; placed on
the calendar.

By Mr. COONS:

S. 2438. An original bill making appropria-
tions for the Department of State, foreign
operations, and related programs for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2024, and for
other purposes; from the Committee on Ap-
propriations; placed on the calendar.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself,
Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Ms.
SMITH, Ms. WARREN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr.

PADILLA, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. WELCH, and Ms.
DUCKWORTH):

S. 2439. A bill to establish a grant program
to fund reproductive health patient naviga-
tors for individuals seeking abortion serv-
ices; to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr.
SCHATZ, Mr. FETTERMAN, and Mr.
BOOKER):

S. 2440. A bill to establish an interagency
task force on employer surveillance and
workplace technologies, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. WELCH (for himself, Mr.
LUJAN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. FETTERMAN,
Mr. SANDERS, and Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2441. A Dbill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to authorize the Secretary
of Education to make grants to institutions
of higher education to provide free meals to
low-income students through existing on-
campus meal programs, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BUDD (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. 2442. A Dbill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to extend Federal Pell
Grant eligibility to certain short-term work-
force programs; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN:

S. 2443. An original bill making appropria-
tions for energy and water development and
related agencies for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2024, and for other purposes;
from the Committee on Appropriations;
placed on the calendar.

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Ms.
SMITH):

S. 2444. A Dbill to establish an interactive
online dashboard to improve public access to
information about grant funding related to
mental health and substance use disorder
programs; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 2445. A bill to provide definitions of
terms and services related to community-
based gang intervention to ensure that fund-
ing for such intervention is utilized in a
cost-effective manner and that community-
based agencies are held accountable for pro-
viding holistic, integrated intervention serv-
ices, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

S3459

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 2446. A Dbill to protect minors from pre-
mature waiver of their constitutional rights
during a custodial interrogation, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary.

By Ms. ROSEN (for herself and Ms.
LUMMIS):

S. 2447. A Dbill to reauthorize the distance
learning and telemedicine grant program,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. 2448. A bill to establish a grant to pro-
vide mental and behavioral health services
and diversion programs to at-risk youth, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. LUJAN (for himself and Mr.
WELCH):

S. 2449. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to make permanent the
moratorium on benefit transaction fees, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Ag-
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself and
Mr. PETERS):

S. 2450. A bill to improve coordination be-
tween the Department of Energy and the Na-
tional Science Foundation on activities car-
ried out under the National Quantum Initia-
tive Program, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. WYDEN:

S. 2451. A bill to allow for hemp-derived
cannabidiol and hemp-derived cannabidiol
containing substances in dietary supple-
ments and food; to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself, Ms.
ERNST, Ms. STABENOW, and Mr.
RICKETTS):

S. 2452. A Dbill to amend the Farm Security
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to improve
the biobased markets program, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Agriculture,
Nutrition, and Forestry.

By Mr. CORNYN:

S. 2453. A bill to require the Secretary of
Defense to conduct a study on the impact of
military construction projects and facilities
sustainment, restoration, and modernization
projects on members of the Armed Forces
and their dependents, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Armed Services.

By Mr. LANKFORD:

S. 2454. A Dbill to require reports on and in-
vestments in pharmaceutical supply chain
resiliency to reduce reliance on the People’s
Republic of China for finished pharma-
ceutical products and active pharmaceutical
ingredients; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. ROUNDS (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN):

S. 2455. A Dbill to require the Secretary of
Defense to submit to Congress annual re-
ports on the unfunded priorities of the De-
partment of Defense-wide research, develop-
ment, test, and evaluation activities, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN):

S. 2456. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to limit beneficiary
cost-sharing to the net price of covered part
D drugs; to the Committee on Finance.

By Ms. SMITH:

S. 2457. A bill to amend the Department of
Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to es-
tablish an Office of Self-Governance, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.



S3460

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
CASSIDY):

S. Res. 305. A resolution commemorating
the 50th anniversary of hip hop and desig-
nating August 11, 2023, as ‘‘Hip Hop Celebra-
tion Day’’, designating August 2023 as ‘‘Hip
Hop Recognition Month”’, and designating
November 2023 as ‘‘Hip Hop History Month’’;
considered and agreed to.

By Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and
Ms. DUCKWORTH):

S. Res. 306. A resolution recognizing that
the United States needs to support and em-
power mothers in the workforce by investing
in the Mom Economy; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida):

S. Con. Res. 16. A concurrent resolution
urging all countries to outlaw the dog and
cat meat trade and to enforce existing laws
against such trade; to the Committee on
Foreign Relations.

—————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 448
At the request of Mr. PADILLA, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 448, a bill to codify the ex-
isting Outdoor Recreation Legacy
Partnership Program of the National
Park Service, and for other purposes.
S. 596
At the request of Mr. KAINE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 596, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to make employ-
ers of spouses of military personnel eli-
gible for the work opportunity credit.
S. 610
At the request of Ms. SINEMA, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mrs. BRITT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 610, a bill to amend the Federal
Credit Union Act to modify the fre-
quency of board of directors meetings,
and for other purposes.
S. 652
At the request of Ms. MURKOWSKI, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Mr.
SULLIVAN) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 652, a bill to amend the Employee
Retirement Income Security Act of
1974 to require a group health plan or
health insurance coverage offered in
connection with such a plan to provide
an exceptions process for any medica-
tion step therapy protocol, and for
other purposes.
S. 704
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF) was added as a cosponsor of S.
704, a bill to amend the Higher Edu-
cation Act of 1965 to provide for inter-
est-free deferment on student loans for
borrowers serving in a medical or den-
tal internship or residency program.
s. 1
At the request of Mr. BUDD, the name
of the Senator from Maine (Mr. KING)
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was added as a cosponsor of S. 711, a
bill to require the Secretary of the
Treasury to mint coins in commemora-
tion of the invaluable service that
working dogs provide to society.
S. 793
At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 793, a bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to add physical
therapists to the list of providers al-
lowed to utilize locum tenens arrange-
ments under Medicare.
S. 993
At the request of Ms. CORTEZ MASTO,
the names of the Senator from New
Mexico (Mr. LUJAN) and the Senator
from Arkansas (Mr. BOOZMAN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 993, a bill to
prohibit certain uses of xylazine, and
for other purposes.
S. 1001
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BUDD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1001, a bill to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to perma-
nently extend the exemption for tele-
health services from certain high de-
ductible health plan rules.
S. 1193
At the request of Mr. BENNET, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1193, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion against individuals with disabil-
ities who need long-term services and
supports, and for other purposes.
S. 1409
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1409, a bill to protect the safety of
children on the internet.
S. 1424
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1424, a bill to amend title
XXVII of the Public Health Service Act
to improve health care coverage under
vision and dental plans, and for other
purposes.
S. 1538
At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 15638, a bill to
authorize the Secretary of Education
to award grants for outdoor learning
spaces and to develop living school-
yards.
S. 1616
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Mas-
sachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1616, a bill to amend
title 28, United States Code, to allow
for 12 associate justices of the Supreme
Court of the United States.
S. 1690
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
names of the Senator from Minnesota
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(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Or-
egon (Mr. WYDEN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1690, a bill to amend the
Federal Crop Insurance Act to estab-
lish a Good Steward Cover Crop pro-
gram, and for other purposes.
S. 1780
At the request of Ms. SMITH, the
name of the Senator from New Mexico
(Mr. LUJAN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1780, a bill to amend the Indian
Self-Determination and Education As-
sistance Act to allow the Secretary of
Agriculture to enter into self-deter-
mination contracts with Tribal organi-
zations to carry out the authority of
the Food Safety and Inspection Serv-
ice, and for other purposes.
S. 1802
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1802, a bill to direct the Secretary of
Defense to establish a fund for the con-
duct of collaborative defense projects
between the United States and Israel in
emerging technologies, and for other
purposes.
S. 1837
At the request of Mr. FETTERMAN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1837, a bill to amend the Food, Agri-
culture, Conservation, and Trade Act
of 1990 to include spotted lanternfly
control research and development as a
high-priority research and extension
initiative, and for other purposes.
S. 1921
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Rhode Island
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1921, a bill to amend the Fair Labor
Standards Act of 1938 to prohibit em-
ployment of children in tobacco-re-
lated agriculture by deeming such em-
ployment as oppressive child labor.
S. 1930
At the request of Mr. LUJAN, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
WARNOCK) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1930, a bill to amend the Consoli-
dated Farm and Rural Development
Act to support the buildout of clean
school bus charging infrastructure
through community facilities direct
loans and grants.
S. 2014
At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2014, a bill to ensure that certain
members of the Armed Forces who
served in female cultural support
teams receive proper credit for such
service, and for other purposes.
S. 2085
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from North
Carolina (Mr. BUDD) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2085, a bill to amend title
XVIII of the Social Security Act to
provide for Medicare coverage of multi-
cancer early detection screening tests.
S. 2177
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
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MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2177, a bill to provide for parity among
the vice chiefs, and for other purposes.
S. 2211
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2211, a bill to amend the Depart-
ment of Agriculture Reorganization
Act of 1994 to establish the Office of
Aquaculture, and for other purposes.
S. 2243
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
names of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) and the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. WICKER) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2243, a bill to amend the
Public Health Service Act to increase
the number of permanent faculty in
palliative care at accredited allopathic
and osteopathic medical schools, nurs-
ing schools and other programs, includ-
ing social work, physician assistant,
and chaplaincy education programs, to
promote education and research in pal-
liative care and hospice, and to support
the development of faculty careers in
academic palliative and hospice care.
S. CON. RES. 14
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Con. Res. 14, a concurrent resolution
expressing the sense of Congress sup-
porting the State of Israel.
S. RES. 296
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 296, a resolution des-
ignating July 2023 as ‘‘Plastic Pollu-
tion Action Month”.
AMENDMENT NO. 230
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNg) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 230 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2226, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 608
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
ScoTrT) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 608 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2226, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 639
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) and the Senator from Florida
(Mr. RUBIO) were added as cosponsors
of amendment No. 639 intended to be
proposed to S. 2226, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
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2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 646
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the
names of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. DAINES) and the Senator from
Florida (Mr. RUBIO) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 646 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2226, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 774
At the request of Mr. WARNER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Maine (Mr. KING) were added as
cosponsors of amendment No. 774 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2226, an
original bill to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 948

At the request of Ms. ROSEN, the
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 948 intended to be
proposed to S. 2226, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 958

At the request of Mr. SULLIVAN, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of amendment No. 958 intended
to be proposed to S. 2226, an original
bill to authorize appropriations for fis-
cal year 2024 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense ac-
tivities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

AMENDMENT NO. 985

At the request of Mr. KELLY, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
RiscH) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 985 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2226, an original bill to au-
thorize appropriations for fiscal year
2024 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes.

S3461

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr.
BROWN, Mr. BARRASSO, and Ms.
STABENOW):

S. 2405. A bill to amend title XVIII of
the Social Security Act to assure phar-
macy access and choice for Medicare
beneficiaries; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S.2405

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Strength-
ening Pharmacy Access for Seniors Act’.
SEC. 2. ASSURING PHARMACY ACCESS AND

CHOICE FOR MEDICARE BENE-
FICIARIES.

Section 1860D—4(b)(1) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 1395w-104(b)(1)) is amended by
adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(F) LIMITED ACCESS DRUGS.—

(i) LIMITATION ON RESTRICTIONS OR LIMITS
ON ACCESS.—For each plan year (beginning
with plan year 2026), a PDP sponsor offering
a prescription drug plan or pharmacy benefit
manager—

“(I) may not restrict or limit access to any
covered part D drug to a subset of their net-
work pharmacies, other than with respect to
a limited access drug, as defined in clause
(v); and

‘“(IT) shall record in writing the rationale
for why a covered part D drug meets the defi-
nition of a limited access drug under clause
(v) and maintain written records of any such
rationales, if such plan restricts or limits ac-
cess to a limited access drug to a subset of
network pharmacies.

“(i1) ANNUAL SUBMISSION OF INFORMATION
TO THE SECRETARY ON LIMITED ACCESS
DRUGS.—For each plan year (beginning with
plan year 2026), each PDP sponsor offering a
prescription drug plan shall submit to the
Secretary, at a time and in a manner speci-
fied by the Secretary, with respect to each
prescription drug plan offered by the sponsor
during such plan year—

“(D a list of all covered part D drugs that
the PDP sponsor designated as a limited ac-
cess drug;

“(IT1) the written rationales for why any
covered part D drugs listed under subclause
(I) meet the definition of a limited access
drug;

“(ITII) the requirements imposed on net-
work pharmacies to ensure appropriate han-
dling and dispensing of the covered part D
drugs listed under subclause (I);

““(IV) the percentages of covered part D
drugs listed under subclause (I) that are dis-
pensed through retail pharmacies, specialty
pharmacies, mail order pharmacies, or other
dispensing channels as defined by the PDP
sponsor, respectively, during the most recent
plan year for which such data are available;

(V) the annual percentage of covered part
D drugs listed under subclause (I) that are
dispensed through pharmacies wholly or par-
tially owned by, or otherwise affiliated with
(such as through common ownership), the
plan or pharmacy benefit manager; and

‘(VI) any other information determined
appropriate by the Secretary.



S3462

¢‘(iii) PHARMACY ACCESS TO LIMITED ACCESS
DRUG INFORMATION.—For plan years begin-
ning with plan year 2026, upon the request of
a network pharmacy, a PDP sponsor of a pre-
scription drug plan (or a pharmacy benefit
manager acting on behalf of such sponsor)
shall present such pharmacy, on a timely
basis (as determined by the Secretary), with
information specific to any covered part D
drug listed under subclause (II) of clause (i)
of this subparagraph, along with the ration-
ale for its designation as a limited access
drug (as described in subclause (II) of clause
(ii)) and the requirements imposed with re-
spect to such drug (as described in subclause
(IIT) of subclause (ii)). Any PDP sponsor or
pharmacy benefit manager that provides
false information upon such a request or
that fails to provide the information re-
quested on a timely basis shall be found in
violation of this subsection.

‘“(iv) HHS ANNUAL REPORT ON LIMITED AC-
CESS DRUGS.—Not later than December 31,
2027, and annually thereafter, the Secretary
shall submit to the Committee on Finance of
the Senate, and the Committee on Ways and
Means and the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives a
report on compliance by PDP sponsors with
the requirements under this subparagraph.
Each such report shall include—

““(I) a description of the patterns, trends,
variations, and rationales for the designa-
tion by PDP sponsors of certain covered part
D drugs as limited access drugs described in
clause (v), and the implications of such des-
ignations on beneficiary access to such cov-
ered part D drugs;

‘“(IT) a description of the information sub-
mitted to the Secretary under clause (ii) (in
a manner that does not disclose the identity
of a pharmacy, a PDP sponsor, a prescription
drug plan, or pharmacy benefit manager, or
any proprietary pricing information); and

“(III) any other information determined
appropriate by the Secretary.

¢“(v) LIMITED ACCESS DRUG DEFINED.—In this
subparagraph, the term ‘limited access drug’
means a covered part D drug that meets at
least one of the following:

“(I) The Food and Drug Administration
has restricted distribution of such covered
part D drug to certain facilities or physi-
cians.

‘‘(IT) The dispensing of such covered part D
drug requires extraordinary special handling,
provider coordination, or patient education
that cannot be met by a network phar-
macy.”’.

By Mr. THUNE (for himself, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr.
CRAMER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and
Mr. HOEVEN):

S. 2412. A bill to require the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to allow emer-
gency haying under the conservation
reserve program during the primary
nesting season under certain condi-
tions; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry.

Mr. THUNE. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the text of the
bill be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the text of
the bill was ordered to be printed in
the RECORD, as follows:

S. 2412

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Conserva-
tion Reserve Program Flexibility Act of
2023 or the ““CRP Flexibility Act of 2023".
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SEC. 2. EMERGENCY HAYING DURING THE PRI-
MARY NESTING SEASON.

Section 1233(b)(1) of the Food Security Act
of 1985 (16 U.S.C. 3833(b)(1)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)(ii), by inserting
‘“‘subject to subclauses (I) and (III) of clause
(i), and subclauses (I) and (II) of clause (ii),
of subparagraph (B),” before ‘‘are subject
to”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (B)(i)—

(A) by redesignating subclauses (I) through
(VI) as subclauses (II) through (VII), respec-
tively:;

(B) by inserting before subclause (II) (as so
redesignated) the following:

‘“(I) emergency haying in response to a lo-
calized or regional drought, flooding, wild-
fire, or other emergency, on all practices,
during or outside the primary nesting sea-
son, when—

‘“(aa) the county is designated as D2 (se-
vere drought) or greater according to the
United States Drought Monitor;

‘“(bb) there is at least a 40 percent loss in
forage production in the county; or

‘“(cc) the Secretary, in coordination with
the State technical committee, determines
that the program can assist in the response
to a natural disaster event without perma-
nent damage to the established cover;’’;

(C) in subclause (II) (as so redesignated), in
the matter preceding item (aa), by striking
‘‘emergency haying, emergency grazing, or
other emergency use’ and inserting ‘‘emer-
gency grazing or other emergency use’’; and

(D) in subclause (IV) (as so redesignated),
by striking ‘‘outside the primary nesting
season’ and inserting ‘‘during or outside the
primary nesting season”’.

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION  305—COM-
MEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF HIP HOP AND DES-
IGNATING AUGUST 11, 2023, AS
“HIP HOP CELEBRATION DAY” ,
DESIGNATING AUGUST 2023 AS
“HIP HOP RECOGNITION MONTH”,
AND DESIGNATING NOVEMBER
2023 AS “HIP HOP HISTORY
MONTH”

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and Mr.
CASSIDY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 305

Whereas 2023 is the 50th anniversary of the
creation of hip hop;

Whereas, on August 11, 1973, Clive “DJ
Kool Herc” Campbell introduced his innova-
tive style of disc jockeying at an event orga-
nized by his sister, Cindy Campbell, called
the ‘“Back To School Jam’, which was held
in the recreation room of 1520 Sedgwick Ave-
nue in the Bronx, New York;

Whereas, together, Clive ‘“DJ Kool Herc”’
Campbell and the master of ceremonies en-
gaged the crowd with rap on the microphone,
while partygoers known as B-boys and B-
girls danced, and introduced a new style,
later known as ‘‘hip hop’’, which combined
the elements of a disc jockey (commonly
known as a “DJ’’), a master of ceremonies
(commonly known as an ‘“MC’’), music, art,
and dance;

Whereas Clive “DJ Kool Herc” Campbell
was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame in 2023;

Whereas, from the humble beginnings of
hip hop in New York City, the music, lyri-
cism, dance, and art of hip hop has become a
culture found in communities across the
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United States, and has long been a worldwide
phenomenon;

Whereas the art and culture of hip hop is
an original creation of the United States and
one of the most popular genres of music
within the United States;

Whereas hip hop has had notable Southern
influences following its Northern inception,
such as jazz and bounce from New Orleans,
Louisiana, the blues from Mississippi, and
country from the South, and these influences
along with other celebrated genres of music,
such as disco, gospel, soul, rock and roll, and
Indigenous music from across the United
States, have all helped hip hop transcend
boundaries and contributed significant intel-
lectual heritage and regional influence to
the creation and progression of hip hop over
the last century;

Whereas the hip hop genre has been re-
invented often over the years since 1973, re-
flecting the State, city, and region of the
music, from G-funk and hyphy on the West
Coast, to bass and trap in the South, to drill
in the Midwest, to many other sounds from
coast to coast and from abroad, including
contemporary hip hop, which continues that
trend by allowing listeners not only to un-
wind and escape through a rhythmic beat
but also to resonate and empathize with the
stories being told;

Whereas hip hop artists and supporters,
originally of African heritage, now transcend
many different ages, ethnicities, religions,
locations, political affiliations, and socio-
economic statuses, which demonstrates the
versatility and inclusivity of hip hop art and
culture;

Whereas the art and culture of hip hop
have been adapted in many innovative forms
that are inspirational, challenging, humor-
ous, thought-provoking, and spiritual;

Whereas hip hop as a multidimensional art
form and lifestyle continues to produce new
subgenres of music and stylistic lexicons and
promotes new cultural imprints, trends, and
movements that reverberate across the
United States and around the globe;

Whereas hip hop has provided opportuni-
ties for extracurricular activities, youth em-
powerment, creative outlets, physical fit-
ness, vocabulary exercises, poetry, analyt-
ical thinking, entertainment, employment,
and economic impact and has become an in-
dustry that generates more than
$1,000,000,000 annually;

Whereas hip hop art, education, and cul-
ture have positive effects on society;

Whereas, on August 11, 2023, the Federal
Government, States, cities, and towns will
observe Hip Hop Celebration Day;

Whereas, during the month of August 2023,
the Federal Government, States, cities, and
towns will observe Hip Hop Recognition
Month; and

Whereas, during the month of November
2023, the Federal Government, States, cities,
and towns will observe Hip Hop History
Month: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates August 11, 2023, as ‘‘Hip Hop
Celebration Day’’;

(2) designates the month of August 2023 as
‘““Hip Hop Recognition Month’’;

(3) designates the month of November 2023
as ‘‘Hip Hop History Month’’;

(4) recognizes the 50 years of contributions
of hip hop to art and culture;

(5) encourages Senators to commemorate
the 50th anniversary of hip hop and support
appropriate activities that recognize the his-
toric milestone and cultural legacy of the
“Back to School Jam’ of August 11, 1973; and

(6) encourages local governments in the
United States to build partnerships with
local hip hop entities and other members of
the creative arts and music communities in
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celebration of the 50th anniversary of hip
hop.

SENATE RESOLUTION 306—RECOG-
NIZING THAT THE UNITED
STATES NEEDS TO SUPPORT
AND EMPOWER MOTHERS IN THE
WORKFORCE BY INVESTING IN
THE MOM ECONOMY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Ms.
DUCKWORTH) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:

S. RES. 306

Whereas mothers are an essential part of
the workforce and economy of the United
States;

Whereas 2,500,000 women left the workforce
in the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic,
as compared to 1,800,000 men, largely as a re-
sult of the burdens of childcare, work, and
remote learning;

Whereas maternal employment fell by 15.7
percent as a result of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, as compared to paternal employment,
which fell by 9.6 percent in the same time pe-
riod;

Whereas at least %0 of women report hav-
ing experienced gender discrimination at
work;

Whereas, on average, women are paid 77
cents for every dollar paid to men;

Whereas Black women, Latinas, Native
women, and many communities of Asian-
American and Pacific-Islander women expe-
rience higher poverty rates and higher wage
gaps compared to White, non-Hispanic men;

Whereas women occupy close to 25 of jobs
that pay the Federal minimum wage or just
a few dollars above it;

Whereas even 1 percent of mothers leaving
the workforce would result in an estimated
$8,700,000,000 economic fallout for families;

Whereas strong investments in childcare
are essential for the full employment of
women, and the gross domestic product of
the United States would increase by 10 to 15
basis points with such investments;

Whereas %2 of the families in the United
States with children under the age of 18
years have a mother who contributes at least
40 percent of household earnings;

Whereas mothers of color play a vital role
in the financial stability of their families,
with 79 percent of Black mothers, 64 percent
of Native American mothers, 49 percent of
Latina mothers, and 43 percent of Asian-
American and Pacific-Islander mothers serv-
ing as breadwinners;

Whereas, in addition to the economic secu-
rity that mothers provide for their families,
mothers are more than 3 times as likely as
fathers to be responsible for most of the
housework and caregiving in their house-
holds;

Whereas, in addition to caregiving for chil-
dren, mothers disproportionately shoulder
unpaid caregiving responsibilities for older
relatives and other family members with dis-
abilities;

Whereas women are twice as likely as men
to say that taking time off had a negative
impact on their professional development;

Whereas industries dominated by women
disproportionately fail to provide family-
friendly workplace benefits such as paid fam-
ily and medical leave, health insurance, and
retirement plans;

Whereas 44 percent of workers are not eli-
gible for unpaid, job-protected leave for spec-
ified family and medical reasons under the
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29
U.S.C. 2601 et seq.);
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Whereas 3 of 10 women without access to
paid leave exit the workforce after giving
birth;

Whereas paid leave policies can reduce the
number of women leaving their jobs by 20
percent during the first year after welcoming
a child and up to 50 percent after 5 years;

Whereas mothers sometimes find childcare
costs are almost as much as their paychecks,
creating a financial incentive for mothers to
leave the workforce in exchange for
childcare duties;

Whereas 40 percent of parents have gone
into debt due to the high costs of childcare;

Whereas the childcare crisis costs the
United States $122,000,000,000 each year, in-
cluding $78,000,000,000 in lost earnings and job
search expenses, $23,000,000,000 in lost work-
force productivity, and $21,000,000,000 in lost
tax revenue;

Whereas a significant investment in
childcare is simultaneously job creating and
job enabling, creating good jobs and sup-
porting parental employment;

Whereas, by encouraging women to remain
in the workforce full time, access to paid
leave and childcare significantly boosts
mothers’ lifetime earning potential;

Whereas the 2021 temporary expansion of
the child tax credit lifted 3,700,000 children
out of poverty;

Whereas families used the child tax credit
to cover routine expenses, improve nutrition,
decrease reliance on credit cards and other
high-risk financial services, and make long-
term educational investments; and

Whereas families of color saw the largest
quality of life improvements due to the ex-
pansion of the child tax credit in 2021: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) the United States needs to prioritize a
Mom Economy that invests in the caregiving
infrastructure required to adequately sup-
port and empower mothers in the workforce
and sustain a thriving economy;

(2) mothers, especially mothers of color,
face systemic economic and social inequal-
ities that restrict their ability to balance
parenting responsibilities with workplace
roles and limit their professional advance-
ment;

(3) mothers play an integral role not only
in the financial well-being of their families
but in the productivity of the American
economy as a whole;

(4) the United States should invest in its
mothers by expanding and developing the so-
cial safety net in order to secure meaningful
and sustainable economic growth, includ-
ing—

(A) robust paid family and medical leave
plans for all workers, including—

(i) paid parental leave following the birth
of a child or the placement of a child for
adoption or foster care, provided in equal
amounts for all parents regardless of gender;
and

(ii) paid leave policies that can be used for
family caregiving and workers’ own medical
leave;

(B) paid menstrual leave and remote work
accommodations for workers experiencing
debilitating menstrual or menopause symp-
toms;

(C) investment in the childcare industry
with the goal of providing universal
childcare and early learning, including—

(i) robust funding for Head Start and Early
Head Start programs;

(ii) Federal financial support for childcare
programs to guarantee all families have ac-
cess to affordable and high quality child
care; and

(iii) commitments to pay childcare work-
ers a dignified, living wage;
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(D) access to nutritious food as a human
right, including through—

(i) boosting SNAP maximum and minimum
benefits and removing barriers to access, in-
cluding time restrictions and additional
work requirements; and

(ii) increasing funds for school meals and
other nutrition programs to combat child
hunger and making school meals more acces-
sible;

(E) the implementation and expansion of
child poverty reduction tools that improve
income security, infant and maternal health,
and educational and economic outcomes into
the second generation, including—

(i) a permanent expansion of the child tax
credit; and

(ii) improvements in the earned income tax
credit, which lifts millions of people above
the poverty line each year and boosts labor
force participation among single mothers;

(F) addressing the Nation’s maternal mor-
tality crisis through critical investments in
maternal health care, including ensuring ac-
cess to the full range of reproductive health
care and family planning;

(G) raising the Federal minimum wage for
all workers, including tipped workers, and
adjusting it on a yearly basis to keep pace
with inflation; and

(H) investments in legislation that ensures
protections for LGBTQ+ mothers in the
workplace, such as the Equality Act, and re-
duces wage discrimination, such as the Pay-
check Fairness Act; and

(5) United States policymakers should in-
clude a specific focus on working mothers in
future policymaking, beyond the aforemen-
tioned policies, including with regard to eco-
nomic policy, fiscal policy, and social safety
net policy, in order to ensure that working
mothers and other caregivers can continue
to balance their roles as family anchors and
caregivers with their work and economic
contributions to both their families and the
economy of the United States.

———

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 16—URGING ALL COUN-
TRIES TO OUTLAW THE DOG AND
CAT MEAT TRADE AND TO EN-
FORCE EXISTING LAWS AGAINST
SUCH TRADE

Mr. MERKLEY (for himself and Mr.
ScoTT of Florida) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations:

S. CON. RES. 16

Whereas a bipartisan domestic prohibition
on the knowing slaughter, transportation,
possession, purchase, or sale of a dog or cat
for human consumption was included in sec-
tion 12515 of the Agriculture Improvement
Act of 2018 (7 U.S.C. 2160), which was enacted
on December 20, 2018;

Whereas the dog and cat meat trade occurs
throughout the world;

Whereas established dog meat markets
still exist today;

Whereas nonprofit organizations estimate
that 30,000,000 dogs and 10,000,000 cats die an-
nually worldwide as a result of the dog and
cat meat trade, and those organizations have
found that a considerable number of the dogs
and cats in this trade are stolen pets still
wearing collars when they reach the slaugh-
terhouses, in addition to stray dogs and cats
who are captured for slaughter;

Whereas there have been reports of abuse,
poor living conditions, and cruel slaugh-
tering techniques for dogs and cats farmed
for their meat;

Whereas many dogs and cats die during
transport to slaughterhouses after days or
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weeks crammed into small cages on the back
of vehicles without food or water, and others
suffer illness and injury during transport;

Whereas the extreme suffering of dogs and
cats at such slaughterhouses and on trans-
portation trucks would breach anti-cruelty
laws in the United States and other coun-
tries;

Whereas many government officials, civil
society advocates, and activists are working
to end the dog and cat meat trade on
anticruelty and public health grounds;

Whereas the World Health Organization
has linked the dog meat industry to human
outbreaks of trichinellosis, cholera, and ra-
bies;

Whereas individuals involved in the dog
meat industry are at an increased health
risk for zoonotic diseases, such as rabies,
which can transfer from dogs to humans
through infectious material such as saliva;

Whereas the spread of disease may be exac-
erbated by unsanitary conditions of slaugh-
ter and by the sale of dog and cat meat at
open-air markets and restaurants; and

Whereas the World Health Organization
and the Global Alliance for Rabies Control
have both acknowledged the link between
the spread of rabies and the dog meat trade
which sees large numbers of dogs of unknown
disease status moved vast distances: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) calls for an end to the consumption and
trade of dog and cat meat on cruelty and
public health grounds;

(2) urges all countries with a dog or cat
meat trade to adopt and enforce laws ban-
ning that trade; and

(3) affirms the commitment of the United
States to advancing the cause of animal pro-
tection and animal welfare, both domesti-
cally and around the world.

———
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 988. Ms. ERNST (for herself, Ms.

HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, and Mr. VAN HOLLEN)
submitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed to amendment SA 935 proposed by Mr.
SCHUMER (for Mr. REED (for himself and Mr.
WICKER)) to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activi-
ties of the Department of Energy, to pre-
scribe military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 989. Mr. DAINES submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 990. Mr. WELCH (for himself and Mr.
TILLIS) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 991. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself
and Mr. DAINES) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 992. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 993. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 994. Mr. WARNER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 995. Mr. PAUL submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
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bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 996. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 997. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 998. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 999. Mr. RISCH (for Mr. BARRASSO (for
himself, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr. RISCH)) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by Mr. Risch to the bill S. 2226, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1000. Ms. LUMMIS (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, and Mr. MAR-
SHALL) submitted an amendment intended to
be proposed by her to the bill S. 2226, supra;
which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1001. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself and Mr.
WARNOCK) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2226, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 1002. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1003. Ms. CANTWELL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by her
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1004. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1005. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1006. Mr. PADILLA (for himself and Mr.
CORNYN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1007. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1008. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and Mr.
CARPER) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed by him to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 1009. Mr. DURBIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1010. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1011. Mr. MORAN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 1012, Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 1013. Mr. RISCH submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 779 submitted by Mr. MENENDEZ (for him-
self, Mr. KAINE, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) and in-
tended to be proposed to the bill S. 2226,
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 988. Ms. ERNST (for herself, Ms.
HIRONO, Mr. KAINE, and Mr. VAN HOL-
LEN) submitted an amendment in-
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tended to be proposed to amendment

SA 935 proposed by Mr. SCHUMER (for

Mr. REED (for himself and Mr. WICKER))

to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-

priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-

tary activities of the Department of

Defense, for military construction, and

for defense activities of the Depart-

ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

TITLE —CONNECTING OCEANIA’S NA-
TIONS WITH VANGUARD EXERCISES
AND NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT

SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited

as the ‘‘Connecting Oceania’s Nations with

Vanguard Exercises and National Empower-

ment”’ or the “CONVENE Act of 2023”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this title is as follows:

TITLE —CONNECTING OCEANIA’S
NATIONS WITH VANGUARD EXERCISES
AND NATIONAL EMPOWERMENT

Sec. 01. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 02. Definitions.
Sec. 03. National security councils of

specified countries.
SEC. __ 02. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committees on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.—
The term ‘‘congressional defense commit-
tees” has the meaning given such term in
section 101(a) of title 10, United States Code.

(3) NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL.—The term
“national security council’’ means, with re-
spect to a specified country, an intergovern-
mental body under the jurisdiction of the
freely elected government of the specified
country that acts as the primary coordi-
nating entity for security cooperation, dis-
aster response, and the activities described
section 6103(f).

(4) SPECIFIED COUNTRY.—The term ‘‘speci-
fied country’ means—

(A) the Federated States of Micronesia;

(B) the Republic of the Marshall Islands;
and

(C) the Republic of Palau.

SEC. 03. NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCILS OF
SPECIFIED COUNTRIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
in consultation with other relevant Federal
departments and agencies, as appropriate,
may consult and engage with each specified
country to advise and provide assistance to a
national security council (including by de-
veloping a national security council, if ap-
propriate), or to identify a similar coordi-
nating body for national security matters,
comprised of citizens of the specified coun-
try—

(1) that enables the specified country—

(A) to better coordinate with the United
States Government, including the Armed
Forces, as appropriate;

(B) to increase cohesion on activities, in-
cluding emergency humanitarian response,
law enforcement, and maritime security ac-
tivities; and

(C) to provide trained professionals to
serve as members of the committees of the
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specified country established under the ap-
plicable Compact of Free Association; and

(2) for the purpose of enhancing resilience
capabilities and protecting the people, infra-
structure, and territory of the specified
country from malign actions.

(b) COMPOSITION.—The Secretary of State,
respecting the unique needs of each specified
country, may seek to ensure that the na-
tional security council, or other identified
coordinating body, of the specified country is
composed of sufficient staff and members to
enable the activities described in subsection
®.

(c) ACCESS TO SENSITIVE INFORMATION.—
The Secretary of State, with the concurrence
of the Director of National Intelligence, may
establish, as appropriate, for use by the
members and staff of the national security
council, or other identified coordinating
body, of each specified country standards
and a process for vetting and sharing sen-
sitive information.

(d) STANDARDS FOR EQUIPMENT AND SERV-
ICES.—The Secretary of State may work with
the national security council, or other iden-
tified coordinating body, of each specified
country to ensure that—

(1) the equipment and services used by the
national security council or other identified
coordinating body are compliant with secu-
rity standards so as to minimize the risk of
cyberattacks or espionage;

(2) the national security council or other
identified coordinating body takes all rea-
sonable efforts not to procure or use sys-
tems, equipment, or software that originates
from any entity identified under section
1260H of the William M. (Mac) Thornberry
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat.
3965; 10 U.S.C. 113 note); and

(3) to the extent practicable, the equip-
ment and services used by the national secu-
rity council or other identified coordinating
body are interoperable with the equipment
and services used by the national security
councils, or other identified coordinating
bodies, of the other specified countries.

(e) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and annually thereafter for two years, the
Secretary of State shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress a report that
includes—

(A) an assessment as to whether a national
security council or a similar formal coordi-
nating body is helping or would help achieve
the objectives described in subsection (a) at
acceptable financial and opportunity cost;

(B) a description of all actions taken by
the United States Government to assist in
the identification or maintenance of a na-
tional security council, or other identified
coordinating body, in each specified country;

(C) with respect to each specified country,
an assessment as to whether—

(i) the specified country has appropriately
staffed its national security council or other
identified coordinating body; and

(ii) the extent to which the national secu-
rity council, or other identified coordinating
body, of the specified country is capable of
carrying out the activities described in sub-
section (f);

(D) an assessment of—

(i) any challenge to cooperation and co-
ordination with the national security coun-
cil, or other identified coordinating body, of
any specified country;

(ii) current efforts by the Secretary of
State to coordinate with the specified coun-
tries on the activities described in sub-
section (f); and

(iii) existing governmental entities within
each specified country that are capable of
supporting such activities;
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(E) a description of any challenge with re-
spect to—

(i) the implementation of the national se-
curity council, or other identified coordi-
nating body, of any specified country; and

(ii) the implementation of subsections (a)
through (d);

(F) an assessment of any attempt or cam-
paign by a malign actor to influence the po-
litical, security, or economic policy of a
specified country, a member of a national se-
curity council or other identified coordi-
nating body, or an immediate family mem-
ber of such a member; and

(G) any other matter the Secretary of
State considers relevant.

(2) ForM.—Each report required by para-
graph (1) may be submitted in unclassified
form and may include a classified annex.

(f) ACTIVITIES DESCRIBED.—The activities
described in this subsection are the fol-
lowing:

(1) HOMELAND SECURITY ACTIVITIES.—

(A) Coordination of—

(i) the prosecution and investigation of
transnational criminal enterprises;

(ii) responses to mnational emergencies,
such as natural disasters;

(iii) counterintelligence and counter-coer-
cion responses to foreign threats; and

(iv) efforts to combat illegal, unreported,
or unregulated fishing.

(B) Coordination with United States Gov-
ernment officials on humanitarian response,
military exercises, law enforcement, and
other issues of security concern.

(C) Identification and development of an
existing governmental entity to support
homeland defense and civil support activi-
ties.

SA 989. Mr. DAINES submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

Strike section 534 and insert the following:
SEC. 534. MILITARY PERSONNEL: RECRUITING;

MERIT-BASED DETERMINATIONS.

(a) RECRUITING.—Not later than September
30, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall pre-
scribe regulations that any effort to recruit
an individual to serve in a covered Armed
Force may not take into account the race or
gender of such individual.

(b) MERIT-BASED DETERMINATIONS.—Not
later than September 30, 2024, the Secretary
of Defense shall prescribe regulations that,
with regards to a military accession, assign-
ment, selection, or promotion—

(1) a determination shall be made on the
basis of merit in order to advance those indi-
viduals who exhibit the talent and abilities
necessary to promote the national security
of the United States;

(2) a candidate shall be evaluated on the
bases of qualifications, performance, integ-
rity, fitness, training, and conduct;

(3) no determination may be based on fa-
voritism or nepotism; and

(4) no quota may be used.

(¢) COVERED ARMED FORCE DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘covered Armed
Force’ means the following:

(1) The Army.

(2) The Navy.

(3) The Marine Corps.

(4) The Air Force.

(5) The Space Force.
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SA 990. Mr. WELCH (for himself and
Mr. TILLIS) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title VI, add the
following:

SEC. 633. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO CONDUCT
OUTREACH TO MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES REGARDING POS-
SIBLE TOXIC EXPOSURE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense, in consultation
with the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on—

(1) efforts by the Department of Defense to
conduct risk assessments for toxic exposure
for members of the Armed Forces assigned to
work near burn pits;

(2) steps taken by the Department to in-
form members of the Armed Forces assigned
to work near burn pits of—

(A) risks of toxic exposure; and

(B) benefits and support programs fur-
nished by the Secretary of Defense or the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs (including eli-
gibility requirements and timelines) regard-
ing toxic exposure; and

(3) specific areas of improvement and rec-
ommendations for future action related to
toxic exposure risk assessments and subse-
quent outreach to members of the Armed
Forces.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

(2) ToxXiCc EXPOSURE.—The term ‘‘toxic ex-
posure’ has the meaning given that term in
section 101 of title 38, United States Code.

SA 991. Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for
herself and Mr. DAINES) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle D of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1269. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON ESTABLISH-
MENT OF INDO-PACIFIC MARITIME
GOVERNANCE CENTER OF EXCEL-
LENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall conduct a feasibility study on estab-
lishing an Indo-Pacific Maritime Governance
Center of Excellence focused on building
partner capacity for maritime governance.
Such study shall include an evaluation of
each of the following:

(1) The strategic importance of the Indo-
Pacific region in terms of maritime security
and governance.
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(2) The existing maritime governance
frameworks and institutions in the Indo-Pa-
cific region.

(3) The potential contributions and bene-
fits of establishing a dedicated center for
promoting maritime governance in the Indo-
Pacific region.

(4) The potential roles, responsibilities,
and organizational structure of the center.

(56) The required resources, funding, and
personnel necessary to establish and sustain
the center.

(6) The potential partnerships and collabo-
rations with regional and international
stakeholders, including allied and partner
nations, nongovernmental organizations, and
academic institutions.

(7) The legal and regulatory consider-
ations, including any necessary agreements
or frameworks with other entities to estab-
lish and operate the center.

(8) Any other relevant factors the Sec-
retary determines necessary for the success-
ful implementation of the center.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report on the study re-
quired under subsection (a).

SA 992. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle D of
title XXXI, insert the following:

SEC. 31 . PROHIBITION ON EXPORTS OF
CRUDE OIL TO CERTAIN COUNTRIES.

(a) PROHIBITIONS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, unless a waiver has
been issued under subsection (b) with respect
to the applicable country, no crude oil that
is produced in the United States may be ex-
ported to the People’s Republic of China, the
Russian Federation, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, or the Islamic Republic of
Iran.

(b) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On application, the Sec-
retary of Energy may waive the prohibition
described in subsection (a) with respect to
the export of crude oil to the applicable
country under that subsection.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of En-
ergy may issue a waiver under this sub-
section only if the Secretary determines that
the waiver is in the interest of the national
security of the United States.

(3) APPLICATIONS.—To be considered for a
waiver under paragraph (1), an application
for a waiver referred to in that paragraph
shall be submitted to the Secretary of En-
ergy by such date, in such form, and con-
taining such information as the Secretary of
Energy may require.

(4) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 15
days after issuing a waiver under this sub-
section, the Secretary of Energy shall pro-
vide a copy of the waiver to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

SA 993. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
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of Defense, for military construction,

and for defense activities of the De-

partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-

tary personnel strengths for such fiscal

year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY AND DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
INITIATIVES TO COMBAT
TRANSNATIONAL REPRESSION IN
THE UNITED STATES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security and the Attorney General, in
consultation with the Director of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation, shall—

(1) dedicate resources to ensure that a tip
line for wvictims and witnesses of
transnational repression—

(A) is staffed by people who are—

(i) equipped with cultural and linguistic
ability to communicate effectively with di-
aspora and exile communities; and

(ii) knowledgeable of the tactics of
transnational repression; and

(B) is encrypted and, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, protects the confidentiality
of the identifying information of individuals
who may call the tip line;

(2) not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act—

(A) identify existing Federal resources to
assist and protect individuals and commu-
nities targeted by transnational repression
in the United States; and

(B) in cooperation with the Secretary of
Health and Human Services and the heads of
other Federal agencies, publish such re-
sources in a toolkit or guide;

(3) continue to conduct proactive outreach
so that individuals in targeted commu-
nities—

(A) are aware of the tip line described in
paragraph (1); and

(B) are informed about the types of inci-
dents that should be reported to the Federal
Bureau of Investigation;

(4) support data collection and analysis un-
dertaken by Federal research and develop-
ment centers regarding the needs of targeted
communities in the United States, with the
goal of identifying priority needs and devel-
oping solutions and assistance mechanisms,
while recognizing that such mechanisms
may differ depending on geographic location
of targeted communities, language, and
other factors;

(5) continue to issue advisories to, and en-
gage regularly with, communities that are at
particular risk of transnational repression,
including specific diaspora communities—

(A) to explain what transnational repres-
sion is and clarify the threshold at which in-
cidents of transnational repression con-
stitute a crime; and

(B) to identify the resources available to
individuals in targeted communities to fa-
cilitate their reporting of, and to protect
them from, transnational repression, with-
out placing such individuals at additional
risk; and

(6) conduct annual trainings with case-
worker staff in congressional offices regard-
ing the tactics of transnational repression
and the resources available to their constitu-
ents.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There 1is authorized to be appropriated
$1,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2024
through 2027, for the research, development,
outreach, and training activities described in
subsection (a).

SA 994. Mr. WARNER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
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propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

DIVISION —INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024
SEC. 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This division may be
cited as the ‘‘Intelligence Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2024".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this division is as follows:
DIVISION —INTELLIGENCE AUTHORIZA-

TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Definitions.

TITLE I-INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

Sec. 101. Authorization of appropriations.
Sec. 102. Classified Schedule of Authoriza-
tions.
Intelligence Community Manage-
ment Account.
Increase in employee compensation
and benefits authorized by law.
TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE
AGENCY RETIREMENT AND DIS-
ABILITY SYSTEM

Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE III-INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY
MATTERS

Subtitle A—General Intelligence Community
Matters

Plan to recruit, train, and retain
personnel with experience in fi-
nancial intelligence and emerg-
ing technologies.

Policy and performance framework
for mobility of intelligence
community workforce.

In-State tuition rates for active
duty members of the intel-
ligence community.

Standards, criteria, and guidance
for counterintelligence vulner-
ability assessments and sur-
veys.

Improving administration of cer-
tain post-employment restric-
tions for intelligence commu-
nity.

Mission of the National Counter-
intelligence and Security Cen-
ter.

Prohibition relating to transport of
individuals detained at United
States Naval Station, Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba.

Department of Energy science and
technology risk assessments.
Congressional oversight of intel-
ligence community risk assess-

ments.

Inspector General review of dis-
semination by Federal Bureau
of Investigation Richmond, Vir-
ginia, field office of certain doc-
ument.

Sec. 311. Office of Intelligence and Analysis.

Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency

Sec. 321. Change to penalties and increased
availability of mental health
treatment for unlawful conduct
on Central Intelligence Agency
installations.

Sec. 322. Modifications to procurement au-
thorities of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency.

Sec. 103.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 301.

Sec. 302.

Sec. 303.

Sec. 304.

Sec. 305.

Sec. 306.

Sec. 307.

308.

Sec.

Sec. 309.

Sec. 310.



July 20, 2023

Sec. 323. Establishment of Central Intel-
ligence Agency standard work-
place sexual misconduct com-
plaint investigation procedure.

TITLE IV—MATTERS CONCERNING
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Subtitle A—People’s Republic of China

Sec. 401. Intelligence community coordi-
nator for accountability of
atrocities of the People’s Re-
public of China.

Interagency working group and re-
port on the malign efforts of
the People’s Republic of China
in Africa.

Amendment to requirement for an-
nual assessment by intelligence
community working group for
monitoring the economic and
technological capabilities of
the People’s Republic of China.

Assessments of reciprocity in the
relationship between the
United States and the People’s
Republic of China.

Annual briefing on intelligence
community efforts to identify
and mitigate Chinese Com-
munist Party and Russian for-
eign malign influence oper-
ations against the TUnited
States.

Assessment of threat posed to
United States ports by cranes
manufactured by countries of
concern.

Subtitle B—Other Foreign Countries

Sec. 411. Report on efforts to capture and de-
tain United States citizens as
hostages.

Sec. 412. Sense of Congress on priority of
fentanyl in National Intel-
ligence Priorities Framework.

TITLE V—MATTERS PERTAINING TO

UNITED STATES ECONOMIC AND
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMPETI-
TION WITH UNITED STATES ADVER-
SARIES

Subtitle A—General Matters

Sec. 501. Assignment of detailees from intel-
ligence community to Depart-
ment of Commerce.

Sec. 502. Threats posed by information and
communications technology
and services transactions and
other activities.

Sec. 503. Support of intelligence community
for export controls and other
missions of the Department of
Commerce.

Subtitle B—Next-generation Energy,
Biotechnology, and Artificial Intelligence
Sec. 511. Expanded annual assessment of
economic and technological ca-
pabilities of the People’s Re-

public of China.

Sec. 512. Assessment of using civil nuclear
energy for intelligence commu-
nity capabilities.

Sec. 513. Policies established by Director of
National Intelligence for artifi-
cial intelligence capabilities.

TITLE VI-WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS

Sec. 601. Submittal to Congress of com-
plaints and information by
whistleblowers in the intel-
ligence community.

Sec. 602. Prohibition against disclosure of
whistleblower identity as re-
prisal against whistleblower
disclosure by employees and
contractors in  intelligence
community.

Sec. 603. Establishing process parity for ad-
verse security clearance and ac-
cess determinations.

Sec. 402.

Sec. 403.

Sec. 404.

Sec. 405.

Sec. 406.
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Sec. 604. Elimination of cap on compen-
satory damages for retaliatory
revocation of security clear-
ances and access determina-
tions.

Sec. 605. Modification and repeal of report-
ing requirements.

TITLE VII—CLASSIFICATION REFORM
Subtitle A—Classification Reform Act of 2023
Sec. 701. Short title.

Sec. 702. Definitions.

Sec. 703. Classification and declassification
of information.

Sec. 704. Transparency officers.

Subtitle B—Sensible Classification Act of

2023

Short title.

Definitions.

Findings and sense of the Senate.

Classification authority.

Promoting efficient declassifica-
tion review.

Training to promote sensible clas-
sification.

Improvements to Public Interest
Declassification Board.

Implementation of technology for
classification and declassifica-
tion.

Sec. 719. Studies and recommendations on
necessity of security clear-
ances.

TITLE VIII—SECURITY CLEARANCE AND

TRUSTED WORKFORCE

Sec. 801. Review of shared information tech-
nology services for personnel
vetting.

Timeliness standard for rendering
determinations of trust for per-
sonnel vetting.

Annual report on personnel vetting
trust determinations.

Survey to assess strengths and
weaknesses of Trusted Work-
force 2.0.

Prohibition on denial of eligibility
for access to classified informa-
tion solely because of past use
of cannabis.

TITLE IX—ANOMALOUS HEALTH

INCIDENTS

901. Improved funding flexibility for
payments made by the Central
Intelligence Agency for quali-
fying injuries to the brain.

902. Clarification of requirements to
seek certain benefits relating
to injuries to the brain.

903. Intelligence community implemen-
tation of HAVANA Act of 2021
authorities.

904. Report and briefing on Central In-
telligence Agency handling of
anomalous health incidents.

TITLE X—ELECTION SECURITY

1001. Strengthening Election Cyberse-
curity to Uphold Respect for
Elections through Independent
Testing Act of 2023.

TITLE XI—OTHER MATTERS
1101. Modification of reporting require-

ment for All-domain Anomaly
Resolution Office.

1102. Funding limitations relating to
unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CONGRESSIONAL INTELLIGENCE COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘congressional intelligence
committees’” has the meaning given such
term in section 3 of the National Security
Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003).

(2) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The term
‘“‘intelligence community’ has the meaning
given such term in such section.

711.
712.
713.
714.
715.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec. 716.
Sec. T17.

Sec. 718.

Sec. 802.

Sec. 803.

Sec. 804.

Sec. 805.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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TITLE I—-INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES
SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appro-
priated for fiscal year 2024 for the conduct of
the intelligence and intelligence-related ac-
tivities of the Federal Government.

SEC. 102. CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE OF AUTHORIZA-
TIONS.

(a) SPECIFICATIONS OF AMOUNTS.—The
amounts authorized to be appropriated under
section 101 for the conduct of the intel-
ligence activities of the Federal Government
are those specified in the classified Schedule
of Authorizations prepared to accompany
this division.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF CLASSIFIED SCHEDULE
OF AUTHORIZATIONS.—

(1) AVAILABILITY.—The classified Schedule
of Authorizations referred to in subsection
(a) shall be made available to the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives, and to the President.

(2) DISTRIBUTION BY THE PRESIDENT.—Sub-
ject to paragraph (3), the President shall pro-
vide for suitable distribution of the classified
Schedule of Authorizations referred to in
subsection (a), or of appropriate portions of
such Schedule, within the executive branch
of the Federal Government.

(3) LIMITS ON DISCLOSURE.—The President
shall not publicly disclose the -classified
Schedule of Authorizations or any portion of
such Schedule except—

(A) as provided in section 601(a) of the Im-
plementing Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007 (50 U.S.C. 3306(a));

(B) to the extent necessary to implement
the budget; or

(C) as otherwise required by law.

SEC. 103. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY MANAGE-
MENT ACCOUNT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Intelligence Community Management
Account of the Director of National Intel-
ligence for fiscal year 2024 the sum of
$658,950,000.

(b) CLASSIFIED AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-
PRIATIONS.—In addition to amounts author-
ized to be appropriated for the Intelligence
Community Management Account by sub-
section (a), there are authorized to be appro-
priated for the Intelligence Community Man-
agement Account for fiscal year 2024 such ad-
ditional amounts as are specified in the clas-
sified Schedule of Authorizations referred to
in section 102(a).

SEC. 104. INCREASE IN EMPLOYEE COMPENSA-
TION AND BENEFITS AUTHORIZED
BY LAW.

Appropriations authorized by this division
for salary, pay, retirement, and other bene-
fits for Federal employees may be increased
by such additional or supplemental amounts
as may be necessary for increases in such
compensation or benefits authorized by law.
TITLE II—CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGEN-

CY RETIREMENT AND DISABILITY SYS-

TEM
SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated for
the Central Intelligence Agency Retirement
and Disability Fund $514,000,000 for fiscal
year 2024.

TITLE III—-INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY

MATTERS
Subtitle A—General Intelligence Community
Matters
SEC. 301. PLAN TO RECRUIT, TRAIN, AND RETAIN
PERSONNEL WITH EXPERIENCE IN
FINANCIAL INTELLIGENCE AND
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence, in co-
ordination with the heads of human capital
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of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Na-
tional Security Agency, and the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, shall submit to the
congressional intelligence committees, the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives a plan for the in-
telligence community to recruit, train, and
retain personnel who have skills and experi-
ence in financial intelligence and emerging
technologies in order to improve analytic
tradecraft.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The plan required by sub-
section (a) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(1) An assessment, including measurable
benchmarks of progress, of current initia-
tives of the intelligence community to re-
cruit, train, and retain personnel who have
skills and experience in financial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies.

(2) An assessment of whether personnel in
the intelligence community who have such
skills are currently well integrated into the
analytical cadre of the relevant elements of
the intelligence community that produce
analyses with respect to financial intel-
ligence and emerging technologies.

(3) An identification of challenges to hiring
or compensation in the intelligence commu-
nity that limit progress toward rapidly in-
creasing the number of personnel with such
skills, and an identification of hiring or
other reforms to resolve such challenges.

(4) A determination of whether the Na-
tional Intelligence University has the re-
sources and expertise necessary to train ex-
isting personnel in financial intelligence and
emerging technologies.

(6) A strategy, including measurable
benchmarks of progress, to, by January 1,
2025, increase by 10 percent the analytical
cadre of personnel with expertise and pre-
vious employment in financial intelligence
and emerging technologies.

SEC. 302. POLICY AND PERFORMANCE FRAME-
WORK FOR MOBILITY OF INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY WORKFORCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall,
in coordination with the Secretary of De-
fense and the Director of the Office of Per-
sonnel Management as the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence considers appropriate, de-
velop and implement a policy and perform-
ance framework to ensure the timely and ef-
fective mobility of employees and contrac-
tors of the Federal Government who are
transferring employment between elements
of the intelligence community.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy and perform-
ance framework required by subsection (a)
shall include processes with respect to the
following:

(1) Human resources.

(2) Medical reviews.

(3) Determinations of suitability or eligi-
bility for access to classified information in
accordance with Executive Order 13467 (50
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to reforming proc-
esses related to suitability for Government
employment, fitness for contractor employ-
ees, and eligibility for access to classified
national security information).

SEC. 303. IN-STATE TUITION RATES FOR ACTIVE
DUTY MEMBERS OF THE INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 135(d) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1015d(d)), as amended by section 6206(a)(4) of
the Foreign Service Families Act of 2021
(Public Law 117-81), is further amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘or’’ after
the semicolon;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
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“(3) a member of the intelligence commu-
nity (as defined in section 3 of the National
Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3003)) (other
than a member of the Armed Forces of the
United States) who is on active duty for a
period of more than 30 days.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by subsection (a) shall take effect at
each public institution of higher education
in a State that receives assistance under the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001
et seq.) for the first period of enrollment at
such institution that begins after July 1,
2026.

SEC. 304. STANDARDS, CRITERIA, AND GUIDANCE
FOR COUNTERINTELLIGENCE VUL-
NERABILITY ASSESSMENTS AND
SURVEYS.

Section 904(d)(7)(A) of the Counterintel-
ligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50 U.S.C.
3383(d)(7)(A)) is amended to read as follows:

“(A) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE VULNERABILITY
ASSESSMENTS AND SURVEYS.—To develop
standards, criteria, and guidance for coun-
terintelligence risk assessments and surveys
of the vulnerability of the United States to
intelligence threats, including with respect
to critical infrastructure and critical tech-
nologies, in order to identify the areas, pro-
grams, and activities that require protection
from such threats.”.

SEC. 305. IMPROVING ADMINISTRATION OF CER-
TAIN POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRIC-
TIONS FOR INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY.

Section 304 of the National Security Act of
1947 (50 U.S.C. 3073a) is amended—

(1) in subsection (¢c)(1)—

(A) by striking “A former” and inserting
the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—A former’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

“(B) PRIOR DISCLOSURE TO DIRECTOR OF NA-
TIONAL INTELLIGENCE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a former
employee who occupies a covered post-serv-
ice position in violation of subsection (a),
whether the former employee voluntarily no-
tified the Director of National Intelligence
of the intent of the former employee to oc-
cupy such covered post-service position be-
fore occupying such post-service position
may be used in determining whether the vio-
lation was knowing and willful for purposes
of subparagraph (A).

‘(i) PROCEDURES AND GUIDANCE.—The Di-
rector of National Intelligence may establish
procedures and guidance relating to the sub-
mittal of notice for purposes of clause (i).”’;
and

(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘the re-
strictions under subsection (a) and’ before
‘‘the report requirements’’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘ceases to
occupy’ and inserting ‘‘occupies’’; and

(C) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking ‘‘before
the person ceases to occupy a covered intel-
ligence position” and inserting ‘‘when the
person occupies a covered intelligence posi-
tion”.

SEC. 306. MISSION OF THE NATIONAL COUNTER-
INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY CEN-
TER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 904 of the Coun-
terintelligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50
U.S.C. 3383) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (d)
through (i) as subsections (e) through (j), re-
spectively; and

(2) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(d) M1sSION.—The mission of the National
Counterintelligence and Security Center
shall include organizing and leading stra-
tegic planning for counterintelligence activi-
ties of the United States Government by in-
tegrating instruments of national power as
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needed to counter foreign intelligence activi-
ties.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE ENHANCEMENT
ACT OF 2002.—Section 904 of the Counterintel-
ligence Enhancement Act of 2002 (50 U.S.C.
3383) is amended—

(A) in subsection (e), as redesignated by
subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘Subject to
subsection (e)”’ both places it appears and in-
serting ‘‘Subject to subsection (f)’; and

(B) in subsection (f), as so redesignated—

(i) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d)(1)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(e)(1)”; and

(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘sub-
section (d)(2)” and inserting ‘‘subsection
(e)2)”.

(2) COUNTERINTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY EN-
HANCEMENTS ACT OF 1994.—Section
811(d)(1)(B)(ii) of the Counterintelligence and
Security Enhancements Act of 1994 (50 U.S.C.
3381(d)(1)(B)(ii)) is amended by striking ‘‘sec-
tion 904(d)(2) of that Act (60 U.S.C.
3383(d)(2))”’ and inserting ‘‘section 904(e)(2) of
that Act (50 U.S.C. 3383(e)(2))".

SEC. 307. PROHIBITION RELATING TO TRANS-
PORT OF INDIVIDUALS DETAINED AT
UNITED STATES NAVAL STATION,
GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA.

(a) DEFINITION OF INDIVIDUAL DETAINED AT
GUANTANAMO.—In this section, the term ‘‘in-
dividual detained at Guantanamo’ has the
meaning given that term in section 1034(f)(2)
of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public Law 114-92; 129
Stat. 971; 10 U.S.C. 801 note).

(b) PROHIBITION ON CHARTERING PRIVATE OR
COMMERCIAL AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT INDI-
VIDUALS DETAINED AT UNITED STATES NAVAL
STATION, GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA.—No head
of an element of the intelligence community
may charter any private or commercial air-
craft to transport an individual who is or
was an individual detained at Guantanamo.
SEC. 308. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY SCIENCE

AND TECHNOLOGY RISK ASSESS-
MENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) COUNTRY OF RISK.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘country of
risk’ means a foreign country determined by
the Secretary, in accordance with subpara-
graph (B), to present a risk of theft of United
States intellectual property or a threat to
the national security of the United States if
nationals of the country, or entities owned
or controlled by the country or nationals of
the country, participate in any research, de-
velopment, demonstration, or deployment
activity authorized under this Act or an
amendment made by this Act.

(B) DETERMINATION.—In making a deter-
mination under subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Director of
the Office of Intelligence and Counterintel-
ligence, shall take into consideration—

(i) the most recent World Wide Threat As-
sessment of the United States Intelligence
Community, prepared by the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence; and

(ii) the most recent National Counterintel-
ligence Strategy of the United States.

(2) COVERED SUPPORT.—The term ‘‘covered
support’” means any grant, contract, sub-
contract, award, loan, program, support, or
other activity authorized under this Act or
an amendment made by this Act.

(3) ENTITY OF CONCERN.—The term ‘‘entity
of concern” means any entity, including a
national, that is—

(A) identified under section 1237(b) of the
Strom Thurmond National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 1999 (50 U.S.C.
1701 note; Public Law 105-261);

(B) identified under section 1260H of the
William M. (Mac) Thornberry National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2021
(10 U.S.C. 113 note; Public Law 116-283);
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(C) on the Entity List maintained by the
Bureau of Industry and Security of the De-
partment of Commerce and set forth in Sup-
plement No. 4 to part 744 of title 15, Code of
Federal Regulations;

(D) included in the list required by section
9(b)(3) of the Uyghur Human Rights Policy
Act of 2020 (Public Law 116-145; 134 Stat. 656);
or

(E) identified by the Secretary, in coordi-
nation with the Director of the Office of In-
telligence and Counterintelligence and the
applicable office that would provide, or is
providing, covered support, as posing an un-
manageable threat—

(i) to the national security of the United
States; or

(ii) of theft or loss of United States intel-
lectual property.

(4) NATIONAL.—The term ‘‘national’ has
the meaning given the term in section 101 of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1101).

(5) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(b) SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY RISK ASSESS-
MENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and maintain tools and processes to
manage and mitigate research security risks,
such as a science and technology risk ma-
trix, informed by threats identified by the
Director of the Office of Intelligence and
Counterintelligence, to facilitate determina-
tions of the risk of loss of United States in-
tellectual property or threat to the national
security of the United States posed by ac-
tivities carried out under any covered sup-
port.

(2) CONTENT AND IMPLEMENTATION.—In de-
veloping and using the tools and processes
developed under paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall—

(A) deploy risk-based approaches to evalu-
ating, awarding, and managing certain re-
search, development, demonstration, and de-
ployment activities, including designations
that will indicate the relative risk of activi-
ties;

(B) assess, to the extent practicable, ongo-
ing high-risk activities;

(C) designate an officer or employee of the
Department of Energy to be responsible for
tracking and notifying recipients of any cov-
ered support of unmanageable threats to
United States national security or of theft or
loss of United States intellectual property
posed by an entity of concern;

(D) consider requiring recipients of covered
support to implement additional research se-
curity mitigations for higher-risk activities
if appropriate; and

(E) support the development of research se-
curity training for recipients of covered sup-
port on the risks posed by entities of con-
cern.

(3) ANNUAL UPDATES.—The tools and proc-
esses developed under paragraph (1) shall be
evaluated annually and updated as needed,
with threat-informed input from the Office
of Intelligence and Counterintelligence, to
reflect changes in the risk designation under
paragraph (2)(A) of research, development,
demonstration, and deployment activities
conducted by the Department of Energy.

(¢) ENTITY OF CONCERN.—

(1) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), no entity of concern, or indi-
vidual that owns or controls, is owned or
controlled by, or is under common ownership
or control with an entity of concern, may re-
ceive, or perform work under, any covered
support.

(2) WAIVER OF PROHIBITION.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may waive
the prohibition under paragraph (1) if deter-
mined by the Secretary to be in the national
interest.

‘““‘Secretary”’
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(B) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Not less
than 2 weeks prior to issuing a waiver under
subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall notify
Congress of the intent to issue the waiver,
including a justification for the waiver.

(3) PENALTY.—

(A) TERMINATION OF SUPPORT.—On finding
that any entity of concern or individual de-
scribed in paragraph (1) has received covered
support and has not received a waiver under
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall terminate
all covered support to that entity of concern
or individual, as applicable.

(B) PENALTIES.—An entity of concern or in-
dividual identified under subparagraph (A)
shall be—

(i) prohibited from receiving or partici-
pating in covered support for a period of not
less than 1 year but not more than 10 years,
as determined by the Secretary; or

(ii) instead of the penalty described in
clause (i), subject to any other penalties au-
thorized under applicable law or regulations
that the Secretary determines to be in the
national interest.

(C) NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS.—Prior to
imposing a penalty under subparagraph (B),
the Secretary shall notify Congress of the in-
tent to impose the penalty, including a de-
scription of and justification for the penalty.

(4) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall—

(A) share information about the unman-
ageable threats described in subsection
(a)(3)(E) with other Federal agencies; and

(B) develop consistent approaches to iden-
tifying entities of concern.

(d) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—This sec-
tion shall be applied in a manner consistent
with the obligations of the United States
under international agreements.

(e) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 240
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a re-
port that—

(1) describes—

(A) the tools and processes developed under
subsection (b)(1) and any updates to those
tools and processes; and

(B) if applicable, the science and tech-
nology risk matrix developed under that sub-
section and how that matrix has been ap-
plied;

(2) includes a mitigation plan for managing
risks posed by countries of risk with respect
to future or ongoing research and develop-
ment activities of the Department of Energy;
and

(3) defines critical research areas, des-
ignated by risk, as determined by the Sec-
retary.

SEC. 309. CONGRESSIONAL OVERSIGHT OF INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY RISK ASSESS-
MENTS.

(a) RISK ASSESSMENT DOCUMENTS AND MA-
TERIALS.—Except as provided in subsection
(b), whenever an element of the intelligence
community conducts a risk assessment aris-
ing from the mishandling or improper disclo-
sure of classified information, the Director
of National Intelligence shall, not later than
30 days after the date of the commencement
of such risk assessment—

(1) submit to the congressional intelligence
committees copies of such documents and
materials as are—

(A) within the jurisdiction of such commit-
tees; and

(B) subject to the risk assessment; and

(2) provide such committees a briefing on
such documents, materials, and risk assess-
ment.

(b) EXCEPTION.—If the Director determines,
with respect to a risk assessment described
in subsection (a), that the documents and
other materials otherwise subject to para-
graph (1) of such subsection (a) are of such a
volume that submittal pursuant to such
paragraph would be impracticable, the Direc-
tor shall—
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(1) in lieu of submitting copies of such doc-
uments and materials, submit a log of such
documents and materials; and

(2) pursuant to a request by the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate or
the Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence of the House of Representatives for a
copy of a document or material included in
such log, submit to such committee such
copy.

SEC. 310. INSPECTOR GENERAL REVIEW OF DIS-
SEMINATION BY FEDERAL BUREAU
OF INVESTIGATION RICHMOND, VIR-
GINIA, FIELD OFFICE OF CERTAIN
DOCUMENT.

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Inspector General of the Depart-
ment of Justice shall conduct a review of the
actions and events, including any underlying
policy direction, that served as a basis for
the January 23, 2023, dissemination by the
field office of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation located in Richmond, Virginia, of a
document titled ‘‘Interest of Racially or Eth-
nically Motivated Violent Extremists in
Radical-Traditionalist Catholic Ideology Al-
most Certainly Presents New Mitigation Op-
portunities.”.

(b) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—The Inspec-
tor General of the Department of Justice
shall submit the findings of the Inspector
General with respect to the review required
by subsection (a) to the following:

(1) The congressional intelligence commit-
tees.

(2) The Committee on the Judiciary, Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the Senate.

(3) The Committee on the Judiciary, the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives.

SEC. 311. OFFICE OF INTELLIGENCE AND ANAL-
YSIS.

Section 201 of the Homeland Security Act
of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 121) is amended by adding at
the end the following:

*‘(h) PROHIBITION.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘United States person’ means a United
States citizen, an alien known by the Office
of Intelligence and Analysis to be a perma-
nent resident alien, an unincorporated asso-
ciation substantially composed of United
States citizens or permanent resident aliens,
or a corporation incorporated in the United
States, except for a corporation directed and
controlled by 1 or more foreign governments.

‘(2) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION FROM
UNITED STATES PERSONS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis may not engage in the
collection of information or intelligence tar-
geting any United States person except as
provided in subparagraph (B).

‘“(B) EXCEPTION.—Subparagraph (A) shall
not apply to any employee, officer, or con-
tractor of the Office of Intelligence and
Analysis who is responsible for collecting in-
formation from individuals working for a
State, local, or Tribal territory government
or a private employer.”’.

Subtitle B—Central Intelligence Agency
SEC. 321. CHANGE TO PENALTIES AND IN-
CREASED AVAILABILITY OF MENTAL
HEALTH TREATMENT FOR UNLAW-
FUL CONDUCT ON CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY INSTALLATIONS.

Section 15(b) of the Central Intelligence
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3515(b)) is
amended, in the second sentence, by striking
‘“‘those specified in section 1315(c)(2) of title
40, United States Code’ and inserting ‘‘the
maximum penalty authorized for a Class B
misdemeanor under section 3559 of title 18,
United States Code”’.
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SEC. 322. MODIFICATIONS TO PROCUREMENT AU-
THORITIES OF THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY.
Section 3 of the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3503) is amended—
(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘sections’
and all that follows through ‘‘session)” and
inserting ‘‘sections 3201, 3203, 3204, 3206, 3207,
3302 through 3306, 3321 through 3323, 3801
through 3808, 3069, 3134, 3841, and 4752 of title
10, United States Code’’ and
(2) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘in para-
graphs” and all that follows through ‘1947
and inserting ‘‘in sections 3201 through 3204
of title 10, United States Code, shall not be
delegable. Each determination or decision
required by sections 3201 through 3204, 3321
through 3323, and 3841 of title 10, United
States Code”.
SEC. 323. ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY STANDARD WORK-

PLACE SEXUAL MISCONDUCT COM-
PLAINT INVESTIGATION PROCE-
DURE.

(a) WORKPLACE SEXUAL MISCONDUCT DE-
FINED.—The term ‘‘workplace sexual mis-
conduct”—

(1) means unwelcome sexual advances, re-
quests for sexual favors, and other verbal or
physical conduct of a sexual nature when—

(A) submission to such conduct is made ei-
ther explicitly or implicitly a term or condi-
tion of an individual’s employment;

(B) submission to or rejection of such con-
duct by an individual is used as the basis for
employment decisions affecting such indi-
vidual; or

(C) such conduct has the purpose or effect
of unreasonably interfering with an individ-
ual’s work performance or creating an in-
timidating, hostile, or offensive working en-
vironment; and

(2) includes sexual harassment and sexual
assault.

(b) STANDARD COMPLAINT INVESTIGATION
PROCEDURE.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Direc-
tor of the Central Intelligence Agency
shall—

(1) establish a standard workplace sexual
misconduct complaint investigation proce-
dure;

(2) implement the standard workplace sex-
ual misconduct complaint investigation pro-
cedure through clear workforce communica-
tion and education on the procedure; and

(3) submit the standard workplace sexual
misconduct complaint investigation proce-
dure to the congressional intelligence com-
mittees.

(¢) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The proce-
dure established pursuant to subsection
(b)(1) shall, at a minimum—

(1) identify the individuals and offices of
the Central Intelligence Agency to which an
employee of the Agency may bring a com-
plaint of workplace sexual misconduct;

(2) detail the steps each individual or office
identified pursuant to paragraph (1) shall
take upon receipt of a complaint of work-
place sexual misconduct and the timeframes
within which those steps shall be taken, in-
cluding—

(A) documentation of the complaint;

(B) referral or notification to another indi-
vidual or office;

(C) measures to document or preserve wit-
ness statements or other evidence; and

(D) preliminary investigation of the com-
plaint;

(3) set forth standard criteria for deter-
mining whether a complaint of workplace
sexual misconduct will be referred to law en-
forcement and the timeframe within which
such a referral shall occur; and

(4) for any complaint not referred to law
enforcement, set forth standard criteria for
determining—
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(A) whether a complaint has been substan-
tiated; and

(B) for any substantiated complaint, the
appropriate disciplinary action.

(d) ANNUAL REPORTS.—On or before April 30
of each year, the Director shall submit to
the congressional intelligence committees,
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate, and
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives an annual report that in-
cludes, for the preceding calendar year, the
following:

(1) The number of workplace sexual mis-
conduct complaints brought to each indi-
vidual or office of the Central Intelligence
Agency identified pursuant to subsection
(c)(1), disaggregated by—

(A) complaints referred to law enforce-
ment; and

(B) complaints substantiated.

(2) For each complaint described in para-
graph (1) that is substantiated, a description
of the disciplinary action taken by the Di-
rector.

TITLE IV—MATTERS CONCERNING
FOREIGN COUNTRIES
Subtitle A—People’s Republic of China
SEC. 401. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY COORDI-
NATOR FOR ACCOUNTABILITY OF
ATROCITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-
PUBLIC OF CHINA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ATROCITY.—The term ‘‘atrocity’ means
a crime against humanity, genocide, or a war
crime.

(2) FOREIGN PERSON.—The term
person’’ means—

(A) any person or entity that is not a
United States person; or

(B) any entity not organized under the
laws of the United States or of any jurisdic-
tion within the United States.

(3) UNITED STATES PERSON.—The term
‘“United States person’” has the meaning
given that term in section 105A(c) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3039).

(b) INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY COORDINATOR
FOR ACCOUNTABILITY OF ATROCITIES OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.—

(1) DESIGNATION.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall
designate a senior official of the Office of the
Director of National Intelligence to serve as
the intelligence community coordinator for
accountability of atrocities of the People’s
Republic of China (in this section referred to
as the “Coordinator’’).

(2) DUTIES.—The Coordinator shall lead the
efforts of and coordinate and collaborate
with the intelligence community with re-
spect to the following:

(A) Identifying and addressing any gaps in
intelligence collection relating to atrocities
of the People’s Republic of China, including
by recommending the modification of the
priorities of the intelligence community
with respect to intelligence collection and
by utilizing informal processes and collabo-
rative mechanisms with key elements of the
intelligence community to increase collec-
tion on atrocities of the People’s Republic of
China.

(B) Prioritizing and expanding the intel-
ligence analysis with respect to ongoing
atrocities of the People’s Republic of China
and disseminating within the United States
Government intelligence relating to the
identification and activities of foreign per-
sons suspected of being involved with or pro-
viding support to atrocities of the People’s
Republic of China, including genocide and
forced labor practices in Xinjiang, in order
to support the efforts of other Federal agen-
cies, including the Department of State, the

“‘foreign
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Department of Justice, the Department of
the Treasury, the Office of Foreign Assets
Control, the Department of Commerce, the
Bureau of Industry and Security, U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection, and the Na-
tional Security Council, to hold the People’s
Republic of China accountable for such
atrocities.

(C) Increasing efforts to declassify and
share with the people of the United States
and the international community informa-
tion regarding atrocities of the People’s Re-
public of China in order to expose such atroc-
ities and counter the disinformation and
misinformation campaign by the People’s
Republic of China to deny such atrocities.

(D) Documenting and storing intelligence
and other unclassified information that may
be relevant to preserve as evidence of atroc-
ities of the People’s Republic of China for fu-
ture accountability, and ensuring that other
relevant Federal agencies receive appro-
priate support from the intelligence commu-
nity with respect to the collection, analysis,
preservation, and, as appropriate, dissemina-
tion, of intelligence related to atrocities of
the People’s Republic of China, which may
include the information from the annual re-
port required by section 6504 of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 (Public Law 117-263).

(E) Sharing information with the Forced
Labor Enforcement Task Force, established
under section 741 of the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada Agreement Implementation Act
(19 U.S.C. 4681), the Department of Com-
merce, and the Department of the Treasury
for the purposes of entity listings and sanc-
tions.

(3) PLAN REQUIRED.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Director shall submit to the appro-
priate committees of Congress—

(A) the name of the official designated as
the Coordinator pursuant to paragraph (1);
and

(B) the strategy of the intelligence com-
munity for the collection and dissemination
of intelligence relating to ongoing atrocities
of the People’s Republic of China, including
a detailed description of how the Coordinator
shall support, and assist in facilitating the
implementation of, such strategy.

(4) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

(A) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than
May 1, 2024, and annually thereafter until
May 1, 2034, the Director shall submit to
Congress a report detailing, for the year cov-
ered by the report—

(i) the analytical findings, changes in col-
lection, and other activities of the intel-
ligence community with respect to ongoing
atrocities of the People’s Republic of China;

(ii) the recipients of information shared
pursuant to this section for the purpose of—

(I) providing support to Federal agencies to
hold the People’s Republic of China account-
able for such atrocities; and

(IT) sharing information with the people of
the United States to counter the
disinformation and misinformation cam-
paign by the People’s Republic of China to
deny such atrocities; and

(iii) with respect to clause (ii), the date of
any such sharing.

(B) ForM.—Each report submitted under
subparagraph (A) may be submitted in classi-
fied form, consistent with the protection of
intelligence sources and methods.

(c) SUNSET.—This section shall cease to
have effect on the date that is 10 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 402. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP AND
REPORT ON THE MALIGN EFFORTS
OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF
CHINA IN AFRICA.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National
Intelligence, in consultation with such heads
of elements of the intelligence community as
the Director considers appropriate, shall es-
tablish an interagency working group within
the intelligence community to analyze the
tactics and capabilities of the People’s Re-
public of China in Africa.

(2) ESTABLISHMENT FLEXIBILITY.—The
working group established under paragraph
(1) may be—

(A) independently established; or

(B) to avoid redundancy, incorporated into
existing working groups or cross-intelligence
efforts within the intelligence community.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES
OF CONGRESS.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees;

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Subcommittee on Defense of the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

(2) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and twice annually thereafter, the working
group established under subsection (a) shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on the specific tactics and
capabilities of the People’s Republic of China
in Africa.

(3) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by
paragraph (2) shall include the following ele-
ments:

(A) An assessment of efforts by the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China to
exploit mining and reprocessing operations
in Africa.

(B) An assessment of efforts by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to
provide or fund technologies in Africa, in-
cluding—

(i) telecommunications and energy tech-
nologies, such as advanced reactors, trans-
portation, and other commercial products;
and

(ii) by requiring that the People’s Republic
of China be the sole provider of such tech-
nologies.

(C) An assessment of efforts by the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China to ex-
pand intelligence capabilities in Africa.

(D) A description of actions taken by the
intelligence community to counter such ef-
forts.

(E) An assessment of additional resources
needed by the intelligence community to
better counter such efforts.

(4) ForM.—Each report required by para-
graph (2) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex if
necessary.

(c) SUNSET.—The requirements of this sec-
tion shall terminate on the date that is 5
years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 403. AMENDMENT TO REQUIREMENT FOR
ANNUAL ASSESSMENT BY INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY WORKING
GROUP FOR MONITORING THE ECO-
NOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL CAPA-
BILITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA.

Section 6503(c)(3)(D) of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (division
F of Public Law 117-263) is amended by strik-
ing ‘‘the top 200 and inserting ‘‘all the
known”’.
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SEC. 404. ASSESSMENTS OF RECIPROCITY IN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND THE PEOPLE’S
REPUBLIC OF CHINA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Assistant Secretary of State for Intel-
ligence and Research, in consultation with
the Director of National Intelligence and
such other heads of elements of the intel-
ligence community as the Assistant Sec-
retary considers relevant, shall submit to
Congress the following:

(1) A comprehensive assessment that iden-
tifies critical areas in the security, diplo-
matic, economic, financial, technological,
scientific, commercial, academic, and cul-
tural spheres in which the United States
does not enjoy a reciprocal relationship with
the People’s Republic of China.

(2) A comprehensive assessment that de-
scribes how the lack of reciprocity between
the People’s Republic of China and the
United States in the areas identified in the
assessment required by paragraph (1) pro-
vides advantages to the People’s Republic of
China.

(b) FORM OF ASSESSMENTS.—

(1) CRITICAL AREAS.—The assessment re-
quired by subsection (a)(1) shall be sub-
mitted in unclassified form.

(2) ADVANTAGES.—The assessment required
by subsection (a)(2) shall be submitted in
classified form.

SEC. 405. ANNUAL BRIEFING ON INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY
AND MITIGATE CHINESE COM-
MUNIST PARTY AND RUSSIAN FOR-
EIGN MALIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATIONS AGAINST THE UNITED
STATES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CHINESE ENTITIES ENGAGED IN FOREIGN
MALIGN INFLUENCE OPERATIONS.—The term
‘““hinese entities engaged in foreign malign
influence operations’” means all of the ele-
ments of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Chinese Communist
Party involved in foreign malign influence,
such as—

(A) the Ministry of State Security;

(B) other security services of the People’s
Republic of China;

(C) the intelligence services of the People’s
Republic of China;

(D) the United Front Work Department
and other united front organs;

(E) state-controlled media systems, such as
the China Global Television Network
(CGTN); and

(F) any entity involved in foreign malign
influence operations that demonstrably and
intentionally disseminate false information
and propaganda of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese
Communist Party.

(2) RUSSIAN MALIGN INFLUENCE ACTORS.—
The term ‘‘Russian malign influence actors”
refers to entities or individuals engaged in
foreign malign influence operations against
the United States who are affiliated with—

(A) the intelligence and security services
of the Russian Federation

(B) the Presidential Administration;

(C) any other entity of the Government of
the Russian Federation; or

(D) Russian mercenary or proxy groups
such as the Wagner Group.

(3) FOREIGN MALIGN INFLUENCE OPER-
ATION.—The term ‘‘foreign malign influence
operation” means a coordinated and often
concealed activity that is covered by the def-
inition of the term ‘‘foreign malign influ-
ence’” in section 119C of the National Secu-
rity Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3059) and uses
disinformation, press manipulation, eco-
nomic coercion, targeted investments, cor-
ruption, or academic censorship, which are
often intended—
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(A) to coerce and corrupt United States in-
terests, values, institutions, or individuals;
and

(B) to foster attitudes, behavior, decisions,
or outcomes in the United States that sup-
port the interests of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese
Communist Party.

(b) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of this
Act and annually thereafter until the date
that is 5 years after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Director of the Foreign
Malign Influence Center shall, in collabora-
tion with the heads of the elements of the in-
telligence community, provide Congress a
classified briefing on the ways in which the
relevant elements of the intelligence com-
munity are working internally and coordi-
nating across the intelligence community to
identify and mitigate the actions of Chinese
and Russian entities engaged in foreign ma-
lign influence operations against the United
States, including against United States per-
sons.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The classified briefing re-
quired by subsection (b) shall cover the fol-
lowing:

(1) The Government of the Russian Federa-
tion, the Government of the People’s Repub-
lic of China, and the Chinese Communist
Party tactics, tools, and entities that spread
disinformation, misinformation, and malign
information and conduct influence oper-
ations, information campaigns, or other
propaganda efforts.

(2) A description of ongoing foreign malign
influence operations and campaigns of the
Russian Federation against the United
States and an assessment of their objectives
and effectiveness in meeting those objec-
tives.

(3) A description of ongoing foreign malign
influence operations and campaigns of the
People’s Republic of China against the
United States and an assessment of their ob-
jectives and effectiveness in meeting those
objectives.

(4) A description of any cooperation, infor-
mation-sharing, amplification, or other co-
ordination between the Russian Federation
and the People’s Republic of China in devel-
oping or carrying out foreign malign influ-
ence operations against the United States.

(5) A description of front organizations,
proxies, cut-outs, aligned third-party coun-
tries, or organizations used by the Russian
Federation or the People’s Republic of China
to carry out foreign malign influence oper-
ations against the United States.

(6) An assessment of the loopholes or
vulnerabilities in United States law that
Russia and the People’s Republic of China
exploit to carry out foreign malign influence
operations.

(7) The actions of the Foreign Malign Influ-
ence Center, in coordination with the Global
Engagement Center, relating to early-warn-
ing, information sharing, and proactive risk
mitigation systems, based on the list of enti-
ties identified in subsection (a)(1), to detect,
expose, deter, and counter foreign malign in-
fluence operations of the Government of the
People’s Republic of China or the Chinese
Communist Party against the United States.

(8) The actions of the Foreign Malign Influ-
ence Center to conduct outreach, to identify
and counter tactics, tools, and entities de-
scribed in paragraph (1) by sharing informa-
tion with allies and partners of the United
States, in coordination with the Global En-
gagement Center, as well as State and local
governments, the business community, and
civil society in order to expose the political
influence operations and information oper-
ations of the Government of the Russian
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Federation and the Government of the Peo-

ple’s Republic of China or the Chinese Com-

munist Party carried out against individuals
and entities in the United States.

SEC. 406. ASSESSMENT OF THREAT POSED TO
UNITED STATES PORTS BY CRANES
MANUFACTURED BY COUNTRIES OF
CONCERN.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees;

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs, the Committee on Bank-
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs, and the
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(C) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Oversight and Accountability,
the Committee on Financial Services, and
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

(2) COUNTRY OF CONCERN.—The term ‘‘coun-
try of concern’ has the meaning given that
term in section 1(m)(1) of the State Depart-
ment Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2651a(m)(1)).

(b) ASSESSMENT.—The Director of National
Intelligence, in coordination with such other
heads of the elements of the intelligence
community as the Director considers appro-
priate and the Secretary of Defense, shall
conduct an assessment of the threat posed to
United States ports by cranes manufactured
by countries of concern and commercial en-
tities of those countries, including the
Shanghai Zhenhua Heavy Industries Co.
(ZPMO).

(¢) REPORT AND BRIEFING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall
submit a report and provide a briefing to the
appropriate committees of Congress on the
findings of the assessment required by sub-
section (b).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report and briefing re-
quired by paragraph (1) shall outline the po-
tential for the cranes described in subsection
(b) to collect intelligence, disrupt operations
at United States ports, and impact the na-
tional security of the United States.

(3) FORM OF REPORT.—The report required
by paragraph (1) shall be submitted in un-
classified form, but may include a classified
annex.

Subtitle B—Other Foreign Countries

SEC. 411. REPORT ON EFFORTS TO CAPTURE AND
DETAIN UNITED STATES CITIZENS
AS HOSTAGES.

(a) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMIT-
TEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees;

(2) the Committee on Foreign Relations,
the Committee on the Judiciary, and the
Subcommittee on Defense of the Committee
on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(3) the Committee on Foreign Affairs, the
Committee on the Judiciary, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report on efforts by the Maduro
regime in Venezuela to detain United States
citizens and lawful permanent residents.

(c) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall include, regarding the ar-
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rest, capture, detainment, or imprisonment

of United States citizens and lawful perma-

nent residents, the following:

(1) The names, positions, and institutional
affiliation of Venezuelan individuals, or
those acting on their behalf, who have en-
gaged in such activities.

(2) A description of any role played by
transnational criminal organizations, and an
identification of such organizations.

(3) Where relevant, an assessment of
whether and how United States citizens and
lawful permanent residents have been lured
to Venezuela.

(4) An analysis of the motive for the arrest,
capture, detainment, or imprisonment of
United States citizens and lawful permanent
residents.

(5) The total number of United States citi-
zens and lawful permanent residents de-
tained or imprisoned in Venezuela as of the
date on which the report is submitted.

(d) ForM.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may include a classified annex.
SEC. 412. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON PRIORITY OF

FENTANYL IN NATIONAL INTEL-
LIGENCE PRIORITIES FRAMEWORK.

It is the sense of Congress that the traf-
ficking of illicit fentanyl, including pre-
cursor chemicals and manufacturing equip-
ment associated with illicit fentanyl produc-
tion and organizations that traffic or finance
the trafficking of illicit fentanyl, originating
from the People’s Republic of China and
Mexico should be among the highest prior-
ities in the National Intelligence Priorities
Framework of the Office of the Director of
National Intelligence.

TITLE V—MATTERS PERTAINING TO
UNITED STATES ECONOMIC AND
EMERGING TECHNOLOGY COMPETITION
WITH UNITED STATES ADVERSARIES

Subtitle A—General Matters
SEC. 501. ASSIGNMENT OF DETAILEES FROM IN-
TELLIGENCE COMMUNITY TO DE-
PARTMENT OF COMMERCE.

(a) AUTHORITY.—In order to better facili-
tate the sharing of actionable intelligence on
foreign adversary intent, capabilities,
threats, and operations that pose a threat to
the interests or security of the TUnited
States, particularly as they relate to the
procurement, development, and use of dual-
use and emerging technologies, the Director
of National Intelligence may assign or facili-
tate the assignment of members from across
the intelligence community to serve as
detailees to the Bureau of Industry and Se-
curity of the Department of Commerce.

(b) ASSIGNMENT.—Detailees assigned pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be drawn from
such elements of the intelligence community
as the Director considers appropriate, in con-
sultation with the Secretary of Commerce.

(c) EXPERTISE.—The Director shall ensure
that detailees assigned pursuant to sub-
section (a) have subject matter expertise on
countries of concern, including China, Iran,
North Korea, and Russia, as well as func-
tional areas such as illicit procurement,
counterproliferation, emerging and
foundational technology, economic and fi-
nancial intelligence, information and com-
munications technology systems, supply
chain vulnerability, and counterintelligence.

(d) Dury CREDIT.—The detail of an em-
ployee of the intelligence community to the
Department of Commerce under subsection
(a) shall be without interruption or loss of
civil service status or privilege.

SEC. 502. THREATS POSED BY INFORMATION AND

COMMUNICATIONS TECHNOLOGY
AND SERVICES TRANSACTIONS AND
OTHER ACTIVITIES.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) COVERED TRANSACTION.—The term ‘‘cov-
ered transaction” means a transaction re-
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viewed under authority established under
Executive Order 13873, Executive Order 13984,
Executive Order 14034, or any successor
order.

(2) EMERGING AND FOUNDATIONAL TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The term ‘“‘emerging and
foundational technologies’ means emerging
and foundational technologies described in
section 1758(a)(1) of the Export Control Re-
form Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C. 4817(a)(1)).

(3) EXECUTIVE ORDER 13873.—The term “Ex-
ecutive Order 13873 means Executive Order
13873 (84 Fed. Reg. 22689; relating to securing
information and communications technology
and services supply chain).

(4) EXECUTIVE ORDER 13984.—The term ‘‘Ex-
ecutive Order 13984 means Executive Order
13984 (86 Fed. Reg. 6837; relating to taking ad-
ditional steps to address the national emer-
gency with respect to significant malicious
cyber-enabled activities).

() EXECUTIVE ORDER 14034¢.—The term ‘“Ex-
ecutive Order 14034 means Executive Order
14034 (84 Fed. Reg. 31423; relating to pro-
tecting Americans’ sensitive data from for-
eign adversaries).

(6) SIGNIFICANT TRANSACTION.—The term
‘“‘significant transaction’” means a covered
transaction that—

(A) involves emerging or foundational
technologies;

(B) poses an undue or unacceptable risk to
national security; and

(C) involves—

(i) an individual who acts as an agent, rep-
resentative, or employee, or any individual
who acts in any other capacity at the order,
request, or under the direction or control, of
a foreign adversary or of an individual whose
activities are directly or indirectly super-
vised, directed, controlled, financed, or sub-
sidized in whole or in majority part by a for-
eign adversary;

(ii) any individual, wherever located, who
is a citizen or resident of a nation-state con-
trolled by a foreign adversary;

(iii) any corporation, partnership, associa-
tion, or other organization organized under
the laws of a nation-state controlled by a
foreign adversary; or

(iv) any corporation, partnership, associa-
tion, or other organization, wherever orga-
nized or doing business, that is owned or con-
trolled by a foreign adversary.

(b) THREAT ASSESSMENT BY DIRECTOR OF
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National
Intelligence shall expeditiously carry out a
threat assessment of each significant trans-
action.

(2) IDENTIFICATION OF GAPS.—Each assess-
ment required by paragraph (1) shall include
the identification of any recognized gaps in
the collection of intelligence relevant to the
assessment.

(3) VIEWS OF INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—
The Director of National Intelligence shall
seek and incorporate into each assessment
required by paragraph (1) the views of all af-
fected or appropriate elements of the intel-
ligence community with respect to the sig-
nificant transaction or class of significant
transactions.

(4) PROVISION OF ASSESSMENT.—The Direc-
tor of National Intelligence shall provide an
assessment required by paragraph (1) to such
agency heads and committees of Congress as
the Director considers appropriate, as nec-
essary, to implement Executive Order 13873,
Executive Order 13984, Executive Order 14034,
or any successor order.

(c) INTERACTION WITH INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National
Intelligence shall ensure that the intel-
ligence community remains engaged in the
collection, analysis, and dissemination to
such agency heads as the Director considers
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appropriate of any additional relevant infor-
mation that may become available during
the course of any investigation or review
process conducted under authority estab-
lished under Executive Order 13873, Execu-
tive Order 13984, Executive Order 14034, or
any successor order.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The collection, analysis,
and dissemination of information described
in paragraph (1) shall include routine assess-
ments of the following:

(A) The intent, capability, and operations
of foreign adversaries as related to a signifi-
cant transaction or class of significant
transactions.

(B) Supply chains and procurement net-
works associated with the procurement of
emerging and foundational technologies by
foreign adversaries.

(C) Emerging and foundational tech-
nologies pursued by foreign adversaries, in-
cluding information on prioritization, spend-
ing, and technology transfer measures.

(D) The intent, capability, and operations
of the use by malicious cyber actors of infra-
structure as a service (IaaS) against the
United States.

(E) The impact on the intelligence commu-
nity of a significant transaction or class of
significant transactions.

(d) INFORMATION IN CIVIL ACTIONS.—

(1) PROTECTED INFORMATION IN CIVIL AC-
TIONS.—(A) If a civil action challenging an
action or finding under Executive Order
13873, Executive Order 13984, Executive Order
14034, or any successor order is brought, and
the court determines that protected informa-
tion in the administrative record relating to
the action or finding, including classified or
other information subject to privilege or pro-
tections under any provision of law, is nec-
essary to resolve the action, that informa-
tion shall be submitted ex parte and in cam-
era to the court and the court shall maintain
that information under seal.

(B) If the Court determines that, in order
to resolve the civil action, it is necessary to
make such protected information available
to a party to the litigation, other than the
government, the Court shall conduct an ex
parte and in camera hearing to make all de-
terminations concerning the use, relevance,
or admissibility of such protected informa-
tion before such protected information is dis-
closed to a party other than then govern-
ment.

(C) Nothing in this paragraph shall be in-
terpreted to require the government to dis-
close such protected information to a party
other than the government.

(D) If the government declines to disclose
such protected information to a party after
the court has determined that it is necessary
for the government to do so in order to re-
solve the civil action, the court may order
an appropriate remedy, including entering a
judgment in favor of the party. Any such
judgement shall be subject to interlocutory
appeal.

(E) This paragraph does not confer or
imply any right to judicial review.

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF USE OF INFORMA-
TION PROVISIONS.—The use of information
provisions of sections 106, 305, 405, and 706 of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of
1978 (50 U.S.C. 1806, 1825, 1845, and 188le) shall
not apply in a civil action described in para-
graph (1).

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION CONCERNING
RIGHT TO ACCESs.—No provision of this sec-
tion may be construed to create a right to
obtain access to information in the posses-
sion of the Federal Government that was
considered by the Secretary of Commerce
under authority established under Executive
Order 13873, Executive Order 13984, Executive
Order 14034, or any successor order, including
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any classified information or sensitive but
unclassified information.

(f) ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD.—The following
information may be included in the adminis-
trative record relating to an action or find-
ing described in subsection (d)(1) and shall be
submitted only to the court ex parte and in
camera:

(1) Sensitive security information, as de-
fined in section 1520.5 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations.

(2) Privileged law enforcement informa-
tion.

(3) Information obtained or derived from
any activity authorized under the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), except that, with respect
to such information, subsections (c), (e), (f),
(g), and (h) of section 106 (50 U.S.C. 1806), sub-
sections (d), (f), (g), (h), and (i) of section 305
(50 U.S.C. 1825), subsections (c¢), (e), (f), (g),
and (h) of section 405 (50 U.S.C. 1845), and sec-
tion 706 (50 U.S.C. 1881e) of that Act shall not
apply.

(4) Information subject to privilege or pro-
tection under any other provision of law, in-
cluding the Currency and Foreign Trans-
actions Reporting Act of 1970 (31 U.S.C. 5311
et seq.).

(g) TREATMENT CONSISTENT WITH SEC-
TION.—Any information that is part of the
administrative record filed ex parte and in
camera under subsection (d)(1), or cited by
the court in any decision in a civil action de-
scribed in such subsection, shall be treated
by the court consistent with the provisions
of this section. In no event shall such infor-
mation be released to the petitioner or as
part of the public record.

(h) INAPPLICABILITY OF FREEDOM OF INFOR-
MATION ACT.—Any information submitted to
the Federal Government by a party to a cov-
ered transaction in accordance with this sec-
tion, as well as any information the Federal
Government may create relating to review of
the covered transaction, is exempt from dis-
closure under section 552 of title 5, United
States Code (commonly referred to as the
“Freedom of Information Act’’).

(1) INAPPLICABILITY TO OTHER AUTHORI-
TIES.—Nothing in this section shall be con-
strued to modify authority established under
Executive Order 13913 (47 U.S.C. 154 note; re-
lating to establishing the Committee for the
Assessment of Foreign Participation in the
United States Telecommunications Services
Sector), including the process and timelines
established therein.

SEC. 503. SUPPORT OF INTELLIGENCE COMMU-
NITY FOR EXPORT CONTROLS AND
OTHER MISSIONS OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF COMMERCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) EMERGING AND FOUNDATIONAL TECH-
NOLOGIES.—The term ‘‘emerging and
foundational technologies’ includes tech-
nologies identified under section 1758(a)(1) of
the Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (50
U.S.C. 4817(a)(1)).

(2) FOREIGN ADVERSARY.—The term ‘‘for-
eign adversary’”’ means any foreign govern-
ment, foreign regime, or foreign nongovern-
ment person determined by the Director of
National Intelligence, in consultation with
the heads of such other agencies as the Di-
rector considers appropriate, to have en-
gaged in a long-term pattern or serious in-
stances of conduct significantly adverse to
the national security of the United States or
the security and safety of United States per-
sons.

(b) COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND DISSEMINA-
TION REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of National
Intelligence—

(A) is authorized to collect, retain, ana-
lyze, and disseminate information or intel-
ligence necessary to support the missions of
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the Department of Commerce, including
with respect to the administration of export
controls pursuant to the Export Control Re-
form Act of 2018 (60 U.S.C. 4801 et seq.); and

(B) shall, through regular consultation
with the Secretary of Commerce, ensure that
the intelligence community is engaged in
such collection, retention, analysis, and dis-
semination.

(2) INFORMATION TO BE COLLECTED, ANA-
LYZED, AND DISSEMINATED.—The information
to be collected, analyzed, and disseminated
under subsection (a) shall include informa-
tion relating to the following:

(A) The intent, capability, and operations
of foreign adversaries with respect to items
under consideration to be controlled pursu-
ant to the authority provided by part I of the
Export Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4811 et seq.).

(B) Attempts by foreign adversaries to cir-
cumvent controls on items imposed pursuant
to that part.

(C) Supply chains and procurement net-
works associated with procurement and de-
velopment of emerging and foundational
technologies by foreign adversaries.

(D) Emerging and foundational tech-
nologies pursued by foreign adversaries, in-
cluding relevant information on
prioritization, spending, and technology
transfer measures with respect to such tech-
nologies.

(E) The scope and application of the export
control systems of foreign countries, includ-
ing decisions with respect to individual ex-
port transactions.

(F) Corporate and contractual relation-
ships, ownership, and other equity interests,
including monetary capital contributions,
corporate investments, and joint ventures,
resulting in end uses of items that threaten
the national security and foreign policy in-
terests of the United States, as described in
the policy set forth in section 1752 of the Ex-
port Control Reform Act of 2018 (50 U.S.C.
4811).

(G) The effect of export controls imposed
pursuant to part I of that Act (50 U.S.C. 4811
et seq.), including—

(i) the effect of actions taken and planned
to be taken by the Secretary of Commerce
under the authority provided by that part;
and

(ii) the effectiveness of such actions in
achieving the national security and foreign
policy objectives of such actions.

(¢) PROVISION OF ANALYSIS TO DEPARTMENT
OF COMMERCE.—Upon the request of the Sec-
retary of Commerce, the Director of Na-
tional Intelligence shall expeditiously—

(1) carry out analysis of any matter relat-
ing to the national security of the United
States that is relevant to a mission of the
Department of Commerce; and

(2) consistent with the protection of
sources and methods, make such analysis
available to the Secretary and such individ-
uals as the Secretary may designate to re-
ceive such analysis.

(d) IDENTIFICATION OF SINGLE OFFICE TO
SUPPORT MISSIONS OF DEPARTMENT OF COM-
MERCE.—The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall identify a single office within
the intelligence community to be responsible
for supporting the missions of the Depart-
ment of Commerce.

() TREATMENT OF CLASSIFIED AND SEN-
SITIVE INFORMATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A civil action challenging
an action or finding of the Secretary of Com-
merce made on the basis of any classified or
sensitive information made available to offi-
cials of the Department of Commerce pursu-
ant to this section may be brought only in
the United States Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia Circuit.
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(2) CONSIDERATION AND TREATMENT IN CIVIL
ACTIONS.—(A) If a civil action described in
paragraph (1) is brought, and the court deter-
mines that protected information in the ad-
ministrative record, including classified or
other information subject to privilege or pro-
tections under any provision of law, is nec-
essary to resolve the civil action, that infor-
mation shall be submitted ex parte and in
camera to the court and the court shall
maintain that information under seal.

(B) If the Court determines that, in order
to resolve the civil action, it is necessary to
make such protected information available
to a party to the litigation, other than the
government, the Court shall conduct an ex
parte and in camera hearing to make all de-
terminations concerning the use, relevance,
or admissibility of such protected informa-
tion before such protected information is dis-
closed to a party other than then govern-
ment.

(C) Nothing in this paragraph shall be in-
terpreted to require the government to dis-
close such protected information to a party
other than the government.

(D) If the government declines to disclose
such protected information to a party after
the court has determined that it is necessary
for the government to do so in order to re-
solve the civil action, the court may order
an appropriate remedy, to include entering a
judgment in favor of the party. Any such
judgement shall be subject to interlocutory
appeal.

(E) This paragraph does not confer or
imply any right to judicial review.

(3) ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The following informa-
tion may be included in the administrative
record relating to an action or finding de-
scribed in paragraph (1) and shall be sub-
mitted only to the court ex parte and in
camera:

(i) Sensitive security information, as de-
fined by section 1520.5 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations.

(ii) Privileged law enforcement informa-
tion.

(iii) Information obtained or derived from
any activity authorized under the Foreign
Intelligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.).

(iv) Information subject to privilege or
protection under any other provision of law.

(B) TREATMENT CONSISTENT WITH SECTION.—
Any information that is part of the adminis-
trative record filed ex parte and in camera
under subparagraph (A), or cited by the
court in any decision in a civil action de-
scribed in paragraph (1), shall be treated by
the court consistent with the provisions of
this subsection. In no event shall such infor-
mation be released to the petitioner or as
part of the public record.

(4) NONAPPLICABILITY OF USE OF INFORMA-
TION PROVISIONS.—The use of information
provisions of sections 106, 305, 405, and 706 of
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act of
1978 (50 U.S.C. 1806, 1825, 1845, and 188le) shall
not apply in a civil action challenging an ac-
tion or finding of the Secretary of Commerce
made on the basis of information made avail-
able to officials of the Department of Com-
merce pursuant to this section.

(6) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION CONCERNING
RIGHT TO ACCESS.—No provision of this sec-
tion shall be construed to create a right to
obtain access to information in the posses-
sion of the Federal Government that was
considered in an action or finding of the Sec-
retary of Commerce, including any classified
information or sensitive but unclassified in-
formation.
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Subtitle B—Next-generation Energy,
Biotechnology, and Artificial Intelligence
SEC. 511. EXPANDED ANNUAL ASSESSMENT OF
ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL
CAPABILITIES OF THE PEOPLE’S RE-

PUBLIC OF CHINA.

Section 6503(c)(3) of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

‘() A detailed assessment, prepared in
consultation with all elements of the work-
ing group—

‘(i) of the investments made by the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in—

‘“(I) artificial intelligence;

‘“(IT) next-generation energy technologies,
especially small modular reactors and ad-
vanced batteries; and

‘“(IIT) biotechnology; and

(i) that identifies—

“(I) competitive practices of the People’s
Republic of China relating to the tech-
nologies described in clause (i);

“(IT) opportunities to counter the practices
described in subclause (I);

‘“(III) countries the People’s Republic of
China is targeting for exports of civil nuclear
technology;

‘“(IV) countries best positioned to utilize
civil nuclear technologies from the United
States in order to facilitate the commercial
export of those technologies;

“(V) United States vulnerabilities in the
supply chain of these technologies; and

‘“(VI) opportunities to counter the export
by the People’s Republic of China of civil nu-
clear technologies globally.

‘“(J) An identification and assessment of
any unmet resource or authority needs of
the working group that affect the ability of
the working group to carry out this sec-
tion.”.

SEC. 512. ASSESSMENT OF USING CIVIL NUCLEAR
ENERGY FOR INTELLIGENCE COM-
MUNITY CAPABILITIES.

(a) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED.—The Director
of National Intelligence shall, in consulta-
tion with the heads of such other elements of
the intelligence community as the Director
considers appropriate, conduct an assess-
ment of capabilities identified by the Intel-
ligence Community Continuity Program es-
tablished pursuant to section E(3) of Intel-
ligence Community Directive 118, or any suc-
cessor directive, or such other intelligence
community facilities or intelligence commu-
nity capabilities as may be determined by
the Director to be critical to United States
national security, that have unique energy
needs—

(1) to ascertain the feasibility and advis-
ability of using civil nuclear reactors to
meet such needs; and

(2) to identify such additional resources,
technologies, infrastructure, or authorities
needed, or other potential obstacles, to com-
mence use of a nuclear reactor to meet such
needs.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director shall submit to the congressional
intelligence committees, the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs and the Committee on Appropriations
of the Senate, and the Committee on Over-
sight and Accountability and the Committee
on Appropriations of the House of Represent-
atives a report, which may be in classified
form, on the findings of the Director with re-
spect to the assessment conducted pursuant
to subsection (a).

SEC. 513. POLICIES ESTABLISHED BY DIRECTOR
OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE FOR
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAPA-
BILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6702 of the Intel-
ligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2023 (50 U.S.C. 3334m) is amended—
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(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘subsection
(b)”’ and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)’’;

(2) by redesignating subsection (b) as sub-
section (¢); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing:

““(b) POLICIES.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out sub-
section (a)(1), not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, in consulta-
tion with the heads of the elements of the in-
telligence community, the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget, and such
other officials as the Director of National In-
telligence determines appropriate, shall es-
tablish the policies described in paragraph
(2).

‘“(2) POLICIES DESCRIBED.—The policies de-
scribed in this paragraph are policies for the
acquisition, adoption, development, use, co-
ordination, and maintenance of artificial in-
telligence capabilities that—

‘“‘(A) establish a lexicon relating to the use
of machine learning and artificial intel-
ligence developed or acquired by elements of
the intelligence community;

‘(B) establish guidelines for evaluating the
performance of models developed or acquired
by elements of the intelligence community,
such as by—

‘(i) specifying conditions for the contin-
uous monitoring of artificial intelligence ca-
pabilities for performance, including the
conditions for retraining or retiring models
based on performance;

‘‘(ii) documenting performance objectives,
including specifying how performance objec-
tives shall be developed and contractually
enforced for capabilities procured from third
parties;

‘‘(iii) specifying the manner in which mod-
els should be audited, as necessary, including
the types of documentation that should be
provided to any auditor; and

‘‘(iv) specifying conditions under which
models used by elements of the intelligence
community should be subject to testing and
evaluation for vulnerabilities to techniques
meant to undermine the availability, integ-
rity, or privacy of an artificial intelligence
capability;

“(C) establish guidelines for tracking de-
pendencies in adjacent systems, capabilities,
or processes impacted by the retraining or
sunsetting of any model described in sub-
paragraph (B);

‘(D) establish documentation require-
ments for capabilities procured from third
parties, aligning such requirements, as nec-
essary, with existing documentation require-
ments applicable to capabilities developed by
elements of the intelligence community;

‘“(E) establish standards for the docu-
mentation of imputed, augmented, or syn-
thetic data used to train any model devel-
oped, procured, or used by an element of the
intelligence community; and

‘“(F) provide guidance on the acquisition
and usage of models that have previously
been trained by a third party for subsequent
modification and usage by such an element.

*“(3) POLICY REVIEW AND REVISION.—The Di-
rector of National Intelligence shall periodi-
cally review and revise each policy estab-
lished under paragraph (1).”.

(b) CONFORMING  AMENDMENT.—Section
6712(b)(1) of such Act (50 U.S.C. 3024 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘section 6702(b)”’ and
inserting ‘‘section 6702(c)”’.
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TITLE VI—-WHISTLEBLOWER MATTERS

SEC. 601. SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS OF COM-
PLAINTS AND INFORMATION BY
WHISTLEBLOWERS IN THE INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.

(a) AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 4 OF TITLE
5.—

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.—
Section 416 of title 5, United States Code, is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(i) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.—
Each Inspector General under this section,
including the designees of the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Defense pursuant
to subsection (b)(3), shall appoint within
their offices security officers to provide, on a
permanent basis, confidential, security-re-
lated guidance and direction to employees
and contractors described in subsection (b)(1)
who intend to report to Congress complaints
or information, so that such employees and
contractors can obtain direction on how to
report to Congress in accordance with appro-
priate security practices.”.

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subsection (e) of such
section is amended—

(A) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘or any
other committee of jurisdiction of the Sen-
ate or the House of Representatives” after
‘“‘either or both of the intelligence commit-
tees’’;

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

¢“(2) LIMITATION.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), the employee may contact
an intelligence committee or another com-
mittee of jurisdiction directly as described
in paragraph (1) of this subsection or in sub-
section (b)(4) only if the employee—

‘(i) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the head of the establishment,
through the Inspector General (or designee),
a statement of the employee’s complaint or
information and notice of the employee’s in-
tent to contact an intelligence committee or
another committee of jurisdiction of the
Senate or the House of Representatives di-
rectly; and

““(ii)(I) obtains and follows, from the head
of the establishment, through the Inspector
General (or designee), procedural direction
on how to contact an intelligence committee
or another committee of jurisdiction of the
Senate or the House of Representatives in
accordance with appropriate security prac-
tices; or

“(II) obtains and follows such procedural
direction from the applicable security officer
appointed under subsection (i).

“(B) LACK OF PROCEDURAL DIRECTION.—If an
employee seeks procedural direction under
subparagraph (A)(ii) and does not receive
such procedural direction within 30 days, or
receives insufficient direction to report to
Congress a complaint or information, the
employee may contact an intelligence com-
mittee or any other committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly without obtaining or fol-
lowing the procedural direction otherwise re-
quired under such subparagraph.’’; and

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(D) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

¢(3) COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND STAFF.—An
employee of an element of the intelligence
community who intends to report to Con-
gress a complaint or information may report
such complaint or information to the Chair-
man and Vice Chairman or Ranking Member,
as the case may be, of an intelligence com-
mittee or another committee of jurisdiction
of the Senate or the House of Representa-
tives, a nonpartisan member of the com-
mittee staff designated for purposes of re-
ceiving complaints or information under this
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section, or a member of the majority staff
and a member of the minority staff of the
committee.”.

(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subsection (b) of such
section is amended by adding at the end the
following:

¢‘(4) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subject to paragraphs
(2) and (3) of subsection (e), an employee of
an element of the intelligence community
who intends to report to Congress a com-
plaint or information may report such com-
plaint or information directly to Congress.”’.

(b) AMENDMENTS TO NATIONAL SECURITY
ACT OF 1947.—

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.—
Section 103H(j) of the National Security Act
of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3033(j)) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following:

“(5) The Inspector General shall appoint
within the Office of the Inspector General se-
curity officers as required by section 416(i) of
title 5, United States Code.”.

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 103H(k)(5) of such Act (b0 TU.S.C.
3033(k)(5)) is amended—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or any other
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or
the House of Representatives’ after ‘‘either
or both of the congressional intelligence
committees’’;

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows:

“(i1)(I) Except as provided in subclause (IT),
an employee may contact a congressional in-
telligence committee or another committee
of jurisdiction directly as described in clause
(i) only if the employee—

‘“(aa) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the Director, through the Inspector
General, a statement of the employee’s com-
plaint or information and notice of the em-
ployee’s intent to contact a congressional in-
telligence committee or another committee
of jurisdiction of the Senate or the House of
Representatives directly; and

““(bb)(AA) obtains and follows, from the Di-
rector, through the Inspector General, proce-
dural direction on how to contact a congres-
sional intelligence committee or another
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or
the House of Representatives in accordance
with appropriate security practices; or

‘(BB) obtains and follows such procedural
direction from the applicable security officer
appointed under section 416(i) of title 5,
United States Code.

‘“(IT) If an employee seeks procedural direc-
tion under subclause (I)(bb) and does not re-
ceive such procedural direction within 30
days, or receives insufficient direction to re-
port to Congress a complaint or information,
the employee may contact a congressional
intelligence committee or any other com-
mittee of jurisdiction of the Senate or the
House of Representatives directly without
obtaining or following the procedural direc-
tion otherwise required under such sub-
clause.”;

(C) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause
(iv); and

(D) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(iii) An employee of an element of the in-
telligence community who intends to report
to Congress a complaint or information may
report such complaint or information to the
Chairman and Vice Chairman or Ranking
Member, as the case may be, of a congres-
sional intelligence committee or another
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or
the House of Representatives, a nonpartisan
member of the committee staff designated
for purposes of receiving complaints or infor-
mation under this section, or a member of
the majority staff and a member of the mi-
nority staff of the committee.”’.
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(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subparagraph (A) of
such section is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘“(i)”’ before ‘“An employee
of”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(ii) Subject to clauses (ii) and (iii) of sub-
paragraph (D), an employee of an element of
the intelligence community who intends to
report to Congress a complaint or informa-
tion may report such complaint or informa-
tion directly to Congress, regardless of
whether the complaint or information is
with respect to an urgent concern—

‘(D in lieu of reporting such complaint or
information under clause (i); or

“(IT) in addition to reporting such com-
plaint or information under clause (i).”.

(c) AMENDMENTS TO THE CENTRAL INTEL-
LIGENCE AGENCY ACT OF 1949.—

(1) APPOINTMENT OF SECURITY OFFICERS.—
Section 17(d)(6) of the Central Intelligence
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3517(d)(5)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(I) The Inspector General shall appoint
within the Office of the Inspector General se-
curity officers as required by section 416(i) of
title 5, United States Code.”.

(2) PROCEDURES.—Subparagraph (D) of such
section is amended—

(A) in clause (i), by inserting ‘‘or any other
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or
the House of Representatives’ after ‘‘either
or both of the intelligence committees’’;

(B) by amending clause (ii) to read as fol-
lows:

“(ii)(I) Except as provided in subclause (II),
an employee may contact an intelligence
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion directly as described in clause (i) only if
the employee—

‘‘(aa) before making such a contact, fur-
nishes to the Director, through the Inspector
General, a statement of the employee’s com-
plaint or information and notice of the em-
ployee’s intent to contact an intelligence
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly; and

““(bb)(AA) obtains and follows, from the Di-
rector, through the Inspector General, proce-
dural direction on how to contact an intel-
ligence committee or another committee of
jurisdiction of the Senate or the House of
Representatives in accordance with appro-
priate security practices; or

‘“(BB) obtains and follows such procedural
direction from the applicable security officer
appointed under section 416(i) of title 5,
United States Code.

““(IT) If an employee seeks procedural direc-
tion under subclause (I)(bb) and does not re-
ceive such procedural direction within 30
days, or receives insufficient direction to re-
port to Congress a complaint or information,
the employee may contact an intelligence
committee or another committee of jurisdic-
tion of the Senate or the House of Represent-
atives directly without obtaining or fol-
lowing the procedural direction otherwise re-
quired under such subclause.”’;

(C) by redesignating clause (iii) as clause
(iv); and

(D) by inserting after clause (ii) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(iii) An employee of the Agency who in-
tends to report to Congress a complaint or
information may report such complaint or
information to the Chairman and Vice Chair-
man or Ranking Member, as the case may
be, of an intelligence committee or another
committee of jurisdiction of the Senate or
the House of Representatives, a nonpartisan
member of the committee staff designated
for purposes of receiving complaints or infor-
mation under this section, or a member of
the majority staff and a member of the mi-
nority staff of the committee.”.
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(3) CLARIFICATION OF RIGHT TO REPORT DI-
RECTLY TO CONGRESS.—Subparagraph (A) of
such section is amended—

(A) by inserting ‘(i) before ‘“‘An employee
of”’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) Subject to clauses (ii) and (iii) of sub-
paragraph (D), an employee of the Agency
who intends to report to Congress a com-
plaint or information may report such com-
plaint or information directly to Congress,
regardless of whether the complaint or infor-
mation is with respect to an urgent con-
cern—

“(I) in lieu of reporting such complaint or
information under clause (i); or

“(IT) in addition to reporting such com-
plaint or information under clause (i).”.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section or an amendment made by this
section shall be construed to revoke or di-
minish any right of an individual provided
by section 2303 of title 5, United States Code.
SEC. 602. PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCLOSURE OF

WHISTLEBLOWER IDENTITY AS RE-
PRISAL AGAINST WHISTLEBLOWER
DISCLOSURE BY EMPLOYEES AND
CONTRACTORS IN INTELLIGENCE
COMMUNITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1104 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3234) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(3) of such section—

(A) in subparagraph (I), by striking ¢; or”’
and inserting a semicolon;

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (J) as
subparagraph (K); and

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (I) the
following:

‘“(J) a knowing and willful disclosure re-
vealing the identity or other personally iden-
tifiable information of an employee or con-
tractor employee so as to identify the em-
ployee or contractor employee as an em-
ployee or contractor employee who has made
a lawful disclosure described in subsection
(b) or (¢); or’’;

(2) by redesignating subsections (f) and (g)
as subsections (g) and (h), respectively; and

(3) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol-
lowing:

“(f) PERSONNEL ACTIONS INVOLVING DISCLO-
SURE OF WHISTLEBLOWER IDENTITY.—A per-
sonnel action described in subsection
(a)(3)(J) shall not be considered to be in vio-
lation of subsection (b) or (c) under the fol-
lowing circumstances:

‘(1) The personnel action was taken with
the express consent of the employee or con-
tractor employee.

‘“(2) An Inspector General with oversight
responsibility for a covered intelligence com-
munity element determines that—

‘“‘(A) the personnel action was unavoidable
under section 103H(g)(3)(A) of this Act (50
U.S.C. 3033(2)(3)(A)), section 17(e)(3)(A) of the
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50
U.S.C. 3517(e)(3)(A)), section 407(b) of title 5,
United States Code, or section 420(b)(2)(B) of
such title;

‘‘(B) the personnel action was made to an
official of the Department of Justice respon-
sible for determining whether a prosecution
should be undertaken; or

‘(C) the personnel action was required by

statute or an order from a court of com-
petent jurisdiction.”.
(b) APPLICABILITY TO DETAILEES.—Sub-

section (a) of section 1104 of such Act (50
U.S.C. 3234) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

*“(5) EMPLOYEE.—The term ‘employee’, with
respect to an agency or a covered intel-
ligence community element, includes an in-
dividual who has been detailed to such agen-
cy or covered intelligence community ele-
ment.”.

(c) HARMONIZATION OF ENFORCEMENT.—Sub-
section (g) of such section, as redesignated
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by subsection (a)(2) of this section, is amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(g) ENFORCEMENT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection, the President shall
provide for the enforcement of this section.

¢(2) HARMONIZATION WITH OTHER ENFORCE-
MENT.—To the fullest extent possible, the
President shall provide for enforcement of
this section in a manner that is consistent
with the enforcement of section 2302(b)(8) of
title 5, United States Code, especially with
respect to policies and procedures used to ad-
judicate alleged violations of such section.”.
SEC. 603. ESTABLISHING PROCESS PARITY FOR

ADVERSE SECURITY CLEARANCE
AND ACCESS DETERMINATIONS.

Subparagraph (C) of section 3001(j)(4) of the
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C. 3341(j)(4)) is
amended to read as follows:

¢“(C) CONTRIBUTING FACTOR.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subject to clause (iii), in
determining whether the adverse security
clearance or access determination violated
paragraph (1), the agency shall find that
paragraph (1) was violated if the individual
has demonstrated that a disclosure described
in paragraph (1) was a contributing factor in
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination taken against the individual.

‘“(ii) CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE.—An indi-
vidual under clause (i) may demonstrate that
the disclosure was a contributing factor in
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination taken against the individual
through circumstantial evidence, such as
evidence that—

‘“(I) the official making the determination
knew of the disclosure; and

‘“(IT) the determination occurred within a
period such that a reasonable person could
conclude that the disclosure was a contrib-
uting factor in the determination.

‘“(iii) DEFENSE.—In determining whether
the adverse security clearance or access de-
termination violated paragraph (1), the agen-
cy shall not find that paragraph (1) was vio-
lated if, after a finding that a disclosure was
a contributing factor, the agency dem-
onstrates by clear and convincing evidence
that it would have made the same security
clearance or access determination in the ab-
sence of such disclosure.”.

SEC. 604. ELIMINATION OF CAP ON COMPEN-
SATORY DAMAGES FOR RETALIA-
TORY REVOCATION OF SECURITY
CLEARANCES AND ACCESS DETER-
MINATIONS.

Section 3001(j)(4)(B) of the Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004
(50 U.S.C. 3341(j)(4)(B)) is amended, in the
second sentence, by striking ‘‘not to exceed
$300,000"°.

SEC. 605. MODIFICATION AND REPEAL OF RE-
PORTING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) MODIFICATION OF FREQUENCY OF WHIS-
TLEBLOWER NOTIFICATIONS TO INSPECTOR GEN-
ERAL OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY.—Sec-
tion 5334(a) of the Damon Paul Nelson and
Matthew Young Pollard Intelligence Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Years 2018, 2019, and
2020 (Public Law 116-92; 50 U.S.C. 3033 note) is
amended by striking ‘‘in real time’” and in-
serting ‘“monthly”’.

(b) REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR INSPEC-
TORS GENERAL REVIEWS OF ENHANCED PER-
SONNEL SECURITY PROGRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 11001 of title 5,
United States Code, is amended—

(A) by striking subsection (d); and

(B) by redesignating subsection (e) as sub-
section (d).

(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Subsection (d)
of section 11001 of such title, as redesignated
by paragraph (1)(B), is amended—

(A) in paragraph (3), by adding ‘‘and’ after
the semicolon at the end; and
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(B) in paragraph (4), by striking *‘;
and inserting a period.

TITLE VII—CLASSIFICATION REFORM
Subtitle A—Classification Reform Act of 2023
SEC. 701. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Classi-
fication Reform Act of 2023"".

SEC. 702. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’” means
any Executive agency as defined in section
105 of title 5, United States Code, any mili-
tary department as defined in section 102 of
such title, and any other entity in the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government that
comes into the possession of classified infor-
madtion.

(2) CLASSIFY, CLASSIFIED, CLASSIFICATION.—
The terms ‘‘classify’’, ‘‘classified”, and
“‘classification” refer to the process by
which information is determined to require
protection from unauthorized disclosure pur-
suant to Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161
note; relating to classified national security
information), or previous and successor exec-
utive orders or similar directives, or section
703 in order to protect the national security
of the United States.

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term
‘“classified information’” means information
that has been classified under Executive
Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to
classified national security information), or
previous and successor executive orders or
similar directives, or section 703.

(4) DECLASSIFY, DECLASSIFIED, DECLAS-
SIFICATION.—The terms ‘‘declassify’, ‘‘de-
classified””, and ‘‘declassification’ refer to
the process by which information that has
been classified is determined to no longer re-
quire protection from unauthorized disclo-
sure pursuant to Executive Order 13526 (50
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classified na-
tional security information), or previous and
successor executive orders or similar direc-
tives, or section 703.

(5) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information”’
means any knowledge that can be commu-
nicated, or documentary material, regardless
of its physical form or characteristics, that
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under
the control of the United States Govern-
ment.

SEC. 703. CLASSIFICATION AND DECLASSIFICA-
TION OF INFORMATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may, in ac-
cordance with this section, protect from un-
authorized disclosure any information owned
by, produced by or for, or under the control
of the executive branch of the Federal Gov-
ernment when there is a demonstrable need
to do so in order to protect the national se-
curity of the United States.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS AND PRO-
CEDURES FOR CLASSIFICATION AND DECLAS-
SIFICATION.—

(1) GOVERNMENTWIDE PROCEDURES.—

(A) CLASSIFICATION.—The President shall,
to the extent necessary, establish categories
of information that may be classified and
procedures for classifying information under
subsection (a).

(B) DECLASSIFICATION.—At the same time
the President establishes categories and pro-
cedures under subparagraph (A), the Presi-
dent shall establish procedures for declas-
sifying information that was previously clas-
sified.

(C) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—The proce-
dures established pursuant to subparagraphs
(A) and (B) shall—

(i) provide that information may be classi-
fied under this section, and may remain clas-
sified under this section, only if the harm to
national security that might reasonably be
expected from disclosure of such information

and”’
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outweighs the public interest in disclosure of
such information;

(ii) establish standards and criteria for the
classification of information;

(iii) establish standards, criteria, and
timelines for the declassification of informa-
tion classified under this section;

(iv) provide for the automatic declassifica-
tion of classified records with permanent
historical value;

(v) provide for the timely review of mate-
rials submitted for pre-publication;

(vi) narrow the criteria for classification
set forth under section 1.4 of Executive Order
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classi-
fied national security information), as in ef-
fect on the day before the date of the enact-
ment of this Act;

(vii) narrow the exemptions from auto-
matic declassification set forth under sec-
tion 3.3(b) of Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C.
3161 note; relating to classified national se-
curity information), as in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act;

(viii) provide a clear and specific definition
of “harm to national security’ as it pertains
to clause (i); and

(ix) provide a clear and specific definition
of ‘“‘intelligence sources and methods’ as it
pertains to the categories and procedures
under subparagraph (A).

(2) AGENCY STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The head of each agency
shall establish a single set of consolidated
standards and procedures to permit such
agency to classify and declassify information
created by such agency in accordance with
the categories and procedures established by
the President under this section and other-
wise to carry out this section.

(B) SUBMITTAL TO CONGRESS.—Each agency
head shall submit to Congress the standards
and procedures established by such agency
head under subparagraph (A).

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO FOIA.—
Section 552(b)(1) of title 5, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“(1)(A) specifically authorized to be classi-
fied under section 703 of the Intelligence Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2024, or spe-
cifically authorized under criteria estab-
lished by an Executive order to be kept se-
cret in the interest of national security; and

‘“(B) are in fact properly classified pursu-
ant to that section or Executive order;”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsections (a) and (b)
shall take effect on the date that is 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) RELATION TO PRESIDENTIAL DIREC-
TIVES.—Presidential directives regarding
classifying, safeguarding, and declassifying
national security information, including Ex-
ecutive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relat-
ing to classified national security informa-
tion), or successor order, in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act,
as well as procedures issued pursuant to such
Presidential directives, shall remain in ef-
fect until superseded by procedures issues
pursuant to subsection (b).

SEC. 704. TRANSPARENCY OFFICERS.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Attorney General,
the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of
State, the Secretary of the Treasury, the
Secretary of Health and Human Services, the
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence, the Director of
the Central Intelligence Agency, the Direc-
tor of the National Security Agency, the Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, and the head of any other department,
agency, or element of the executive branch
of the Federal Government determined by
the Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight
Board established by section 1061 of the In-
telligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention
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Act of 2004 (42 U.S.C. 2000ee) to be appro-
priate for coverage under this section, shall
each designate at least 1 senior officer to
serve as the principal advisor to assist such
head of a department, agency, or element
and other officials of the department, agen-
cy, or element of the head in identifying
records of significant public interest and
prioritizing appropriate review of such
records in order to facilitate the public dis-
closure of such records in redacted or
unredacted form.

(b) DETERMINING PUBLIC INTEREST IN DIS-
CLOSURE.—In assisting the head of a depart-
ment, agency, or element and other officials
of such department, agency, or element in
identifying records of significant public in-
terest under subsection (a), the senior officer
designated by the head under such sub-
section shall consider whether—

(1) or not disclosure of the information
would better enable United States citizens to
hold Federal Government officials account-
able for their actions and policies;

(2) or not disclosure of the information
would assist the United States criminal jus-
tice system in holding persons responsible
for criminal acts or acts contrary to the
Constitution;

(3) or not disclosure of the information
would assist Congress or any committee or
subcommittee thereof, in carrying out its
oversight responsibilities with regard to the
executive branch of the Federal Government
or in adequately informing itself of execu-
tive branch policies and activities in order to
carry out its legislative responsibilities;

(4) the disclosure of the information would
assist Congress or the public in under-
standing the interpretation of the Federal
Government of a provision of law, including
Federal regulations, Presidential directives,
statutes, case law, and the Constitution of
the United States; or

(5) or not disclosure of the information
would bring about any other significant ben-
efit, including an increase in public aware-
ness or understanding of Government activi-
ties or an enhancement of Federal Govern-
ment efficiency.

(¢) PERIODIC REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each senior officer des-
ignated under subsection (a) shall periodi-
cally, but not less frequently than annually,
submit a report on the activities of the offi-
cer, including the documents determined to
be in the public interest for disclosure under
subsection (b), to—

(A) the Committee on Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs and the Select
Committee on Intelligence of the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Oversight and Gov-
ernment Reform and the Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence of the House of
Representatives; and

(C) the head of the department, agency, or
element of the senior officer.

(2) ForM.—Each report submitted pursuant
to paragraph (1) shall be submitted, to the
greatest extent possible, in unclassified
form, with a classified annex as may be nec-
essary.

Subtitle B—Sensible Classification Act of

2023
SEC. 711. SHORT TITLE.

This subtitle may be cited as the ‘‘Sensible
Classification Act of 2023".

SEC. 712. DEFINITIONS.

In this subtitle:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ has the
meaning given the term ‘‘Executive agency’’
in section 105 of title 5, United States Code.

(2) CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘classifica-
tion” means the act or process by which in-
formation is determined to be classified in-
formation.

(3) CLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term
“‘classified information” means information
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that has been determined pursuant to Execu-
tive Order 12958 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating
to classified national security information),
or successor order, to require protection
against wunauthorized disclosure and is
marked to indicate its classified status when
in documentary form.

(4) DECLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘declas-
sification” means the authorized change in
the status of information from classified in-
formation to unclassified information.

(5) DOCUMENT.—The term ‘‘document’’
means any recorded information, regardless
of the nature of the medium or the method
or circumstances of recording.

(6) DOWNGRADE.—The term ‘‘downgrade’”’
means a determination by a declassification
authority that information -classified and
safeguarded at a specified level shall be clas-
sified and safeguarded at a lower level.

(7) INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘information’’
means any knowledge that can be commu-
nicated or documentary material, regardless
of its physical form or characteristics, that
is owned by, is produced by or for, or is under
the control of the United States Govern-
ment.

(8) ORIGINATE, ORIGINATING, AND ORIGI-
NATED.—The term  ‘‘originate’’, ‘“‘origi-
nating’”’, and ‘‘originated’, with respect to
classified information and an authority,
means the authority that classified the in-
formation in the first instance.

(9) RECORDS.—The term ‘‘records’ means
the records of an agency and Presidential pa-
pers or Presidential records, as those terms
are defined in title 44, United States Code,
including those created or maintained by a
government contractor, licensee, certificate
holder, or grantee that are subject to the
sponsoring agency’s control under the terms
of the contract, license, certificate, or grant.

(10) SECURITY CLEARANCE.—The term ‘‘secu-
rity clearance’” means an authorization to
access classified information.

(11) UNAUTHORIZED DISCLOSURE.—The term
‘“‘unauthorized disclosure” means a commu-
nication or physical transfer of classified in-
formation to an unauthorized recipient.

(12) UNCLASSIFIED INFORMATION.—The term
“unclassified information” means informa-
tion that is not classified information.

SEC. 713. FINDINGS AND SENSE OF THE SENATE.

(a) FINDINGS.—The Senate makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) According to a report released by the
Office of the Director of Intelligence in 2020
titled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2019 Annual Report on
Security Clearance Determinations’, more
than 4,000,000 individuals have been granted
eligibility for a security clearance.

(2) At least 1,300,000 of such individuals
have been granted access to information
classified at the Top Secret level.

(b) SENSE OF THE SENATE.—It is the sense
of the Senate that—

(1) the classification system of the Federal
Government is in urgent need of reform;

(2) the number of people with access to
classified information is exceedingly high
and must be justified or reduced;

(3) reforms are necessary to reestablish
trust between the Federal Government and
the people of the United States; and

(4) classification should be limited to the
minimum necessary to protect national se-
curity while balancing the public’s interest
in disclosure.

SEC. 714. CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to classify
information originally may be exercised only
by—

(1) the President and, in the performance
of executive duties, the Vice President;

(2) the head of an agency or an official of
any agency authorized by the President pur-
suant to a designation of such authority in
the Federal Register; and



S3478

(3) an official of the Federal Government
to whom authority to classify information
originally has been delegated pursuant to
subsection (c).

(b) SCOPE OF AUTHORITY.—An individual
authorized by this section to classify infor-
mation originally at a specified level may
also classify the information originally at a
lower level.

(c) DELEGATION OF ORIGINAL CLASSIFICA-
TION AUTHORITY.—An official of the Federal
Government may be delegated original clas-
sification authority subject to the following:

(1) Delegation of original classification au-
thority shall be limited to the minimum re-
quired to administer this section. Agency
heads shall be responsible for ensuring that
designated subordinate officials have a de-
monstrable and continuing need to exercise
this authority.

(2) Authority to originally classify infor-
mation at the level designated as ‘“‘Top Se-
cret’” may be delegated only by the Presi-
dent, in the performance of executive duties,
the Vice President, or an agency head or offi-
cial designated pursuant to subsection (a)(2).

(3) Authority to originally classify infor-
mation at the level designated as ‘‘Secret’”
or ‘‘Confidential”’ may be delegated only by
the President, in the performance of execu-
tive duties, the Vice President, or an agency
head or official designated pursuant to sub-
section (a)(2), or the senior agency official
described in section 5.4(d) of Executive Order
13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classi-
fied national security information), or suc-
cessor order, provided that official has been
delegated ‘‘Top Secret’ original classifica-
tion authority by the agency head.

(4) Each delegation of original classifica-
tion authority shall be in writing and the au-
thority shall not be redelegated except as
provided by paragraphs (1), (2), and (3). Each
delegation shall identify the official by name
or position title.

(d) TRAINING REQUIRED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—AnN individual may not be
delegated original classification authority
under this section unless the individual has
first received training described in para-
graph (2).

(2) TRAINING DESCRIBED.—Training de-
scribed in this paragraph is training on origi-
nal classification that includes instruction
on the proper safeguarding of classified in-
formation and of the criminal, civil, and ad-
ministrative sanctions that may be brought
against an individual who fails to protect
classified information from unauthorized
disclosure.

(e) EXCEPTIONAL CASES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—When an employee, con-
tractor, licensee, certificate holder, or grant-
ee of an agency who does not have original
classification authority originates informa-
tion believed by that employee, contractor,
licensee, certificate holder, or grantee to re-
quire classification, the information shall be
protected in a manner consistent with Exec-
utive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161 note; relat-
ing to classified national security informa-
tion), or successor order.

(2) TRANSMITTAL.—An employee, con-
tractor, licensee, certificate holder, or grant-
ee described in paragraph (1), who originates
information described in such paragraph,
shall promptly transmit such information
to—

(A) the agency that has appropriate sub-
ject matter interest and classification au-
thority with respect to this information; or

(B) if it is not clear which agency has ap-
propriate subject matter interest and classi-
fication authority with respect to the infor-
mation, the Director of the Information Se-
curity Oversight Office.

(3) AGENCY DECISIONS.—An agency that re-
ceives information pursuant to paragraph
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(2)(A) or (4) shall decide within 30 days

whether to classify this information.

(4) INFORMATION SECURITY OVERSIGHT OF-
FICE ACTION.—If the Director of the Informa-
tion Security Oversight Office receives infor-
mation under paragraph (2)(B), the Director
shall determine the agency having appro-
priate subject matter interest and classifica-
tion authority and forward the information,
with appropriate recommendations, to that
agency for a classification determination.
SEC. 715. PROMOTING EFFICIENT DECLASSIFICA-

TION REVIEW.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Whenever an agency is
processing a request pursuant to section 552
of title 5, United States Code (commonly
known as the ‘“Freedom of Information
Act’) or the mandatory declassification re-
view provisions of Executive Order 13526 (50
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to classified na-
tional security information), or successor
order, and identifies responsive classified
records that are more than 25 years of age as
of December 31 of the year in which the re-
quest is received, the head of the agency
shall review the record and process the
record for declassification and release by the
National Declassification Center of the Na-
tional Archives and Records Administration.

(b) APPLICATION.—Subsection (a) shall
apply—

(1) regardless of whether or not the record
described in such subsection is in the legal
custody of the National Archives and
Records Administration; and

(2) without regard for any other provisions
of law or existing agreements or practices
between agencies.

SEC. 716. TRAINING TO PROMOTE SENSIBLE
CLASSIFICATION.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) OVER-CLASSIFICATION.—The term ‘‘over-
classification” means classification at a
level that exceeds the minimum level of clas-
sification that is sufficient to protect the na-
tional security of the United States.

(2) SENSIBLE CLASSIFICATION.—The term
‘“‘sensible classification” means classifica-
tion at a level that is the minimum level of
classification that is sufficient to protect
the national security of the United States.

(b) TRAINING REQUIRED.—Each head of an
agency with classification authority shall
conduct training for employees of the agency
with classification authority to discourage
over-classification and to promote sensible
classification.

SEC. 717. IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC INTEREST
DECLASSIFICATION BOARD.

Section 703 of the Public Interest Declas-
sification Act of 2000 (50 U.S.C. 33b5a) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end
the following:

““(6) A member of the Board whose term
has expired may continue to serve until a
successor is appointed and sworn in.”’; and

(2) in subsection (f)—

(A) by inserting ‘(1)
ployee’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2)(A) In addition to any employees de-
tailed to the Board under paragraph (1), the
Board may hire not more than 12 staff mem-
bers.

‘(B) There are authorized to be appro-
priated to carry out subparagraph (A) such
sums as are necessary for fiscal year 2024 and
each fiscal year thereafter.”.

SEC. 718. IMPLEMENTATION OF TECHNOLOGY
FOR CLASSIFICATION AND DECLAS-
SIFICATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the Office of Electronic
Government (in this section referred to as
the ‘“‘Administrator’) shall, in consultation

before ‘“‘Any em-
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with the Secretary of Defense, the Director
of the Central Intelligence Agency, the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, the Public
Interest Declassification Board, the Director
of the Information Security Oversight Office,
and the head of the National Declassification
Center of the National Archives and Records
Administration—

(1) research a technology-based solution—

(A) utilizing machine learning and artifi-
cial intelligence to support efficient and ef-
fective systems for classification and declas-
sification; and

(B) to be implemented on an interoperable
and federated basis across the Federal Gov-
ernment; and

(2) submit to the President a recommenda-
tion regarding a technology-based solution
described in paragraph (1) that should be
adopted by the Federal Government.

(b) STAFF.—The Administrator may hire
sufficient staff to carry out subsection (a).

(c) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
President shall submit to Congress a classi-
fied report on the technology-based solution
recommended by the Administrator under
subsection (a)(2) and the President’s decision
regarding its adoption.

SEC. 719. STUDIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON
NECESSITY OF SECURITY CLEAR-
ANCES.

(a) AGENCY STUDIES ON NECESSITY OF SECU-
RITY CLEARANCES.—

(1) STUDIES REQUIRED.—The head of each
agency that grants security clearances to
personnel of such agency shall conduct a
study on the necessity of such clearances.

(2) REPORTS REQUIRED.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
each head of an agency that conducts a
study under paragraph (1) shall submit to
Congress a report on the findings of the
agency head with respect to such study,
which the agency head may classify as ap-
propriate.

(B) REQUIRED ELEMENTS.—Each report sub-
mitted by the head of an agency under sub-
paragraph (A) shall include, for such agency,
the following:

(i) The number of personnel eligible for ac-
cess to information up to the ‘“Top Secret’”
level.

(ii) The number of personnel eligible for
access to information up to the ‘‘Secret”
level.

(iii) Information on any reduction in the
number of personnel eligible for access to
classified information based on the study
conducted under paragraph (1).

(iv) A description of how the agency head
will ensure that the number of security
clearances granted by such agency will be
kept to the minimum required for the con-
duct of agency functions, commensurate
with the size, needs, and mission of the agen-
cy.

(3) INDUSTRY.—This subsection shall apply
to the Secretary of Defense in the Sec-
retary’s capacity as the Executive Agent for
the National Industrial Security Program,
and the Secretary shall treat contractors, li-
censees, and grantees as personnel of the De-
partment of Defense for purposes of the stud-
ies and reports required by this subsection.

(b) DIRECTOR OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE
REVIEW OF SENSITIVE COMPARTMENTED INFOR-
MATION.—The Director of National Intel-
ligence shall—

(1) review the number of personnel eligible
for access to sensitive compartmented infor-
mation; and

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the
Director will ensure that the number of such
personnel is limited to the minimum re-
quired.
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(¢) AGENCY REVIEW OF SPECIAL ACCESS PRO-
GRAMS.—Each head of an agency who is au-
thorized to establish a special access pro-
gram by Executive Order 13526 (50 U.S.C. 3161
note; relating to classified national security
information), or successor order, shall—

(1) review the number of personnel of the
agency eligible for access to such special ac-
cess programs; and

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the
agency head will ensure that the number of
such personnel is limited to the minimum
required.

(d) SECRETARY OF ENERGY REVIEW OF Q AND
L CLEARANCES.—The Secretary of Energy
shall—

(1) review the number of personnel of the
Department of Energy granted Q and L ac-
cess; and

(2) submit to Congress a report on how the
Secretary will ensure that the number of
such personnel is limited to the minimum
required

(e) INDEPENDENT REVIEWS.—Not later than
180 days after the date on which a study is
completed under subsection (a) or a review is
completed under subsections (b) through (d),
the Director of the Information Security
Oversight Office of the National Archives
and Records Administration, the Director of
National Intelligence, and the Public Inter-
est Declassification Board shall each review
the study or review, as the case may be.

TITLE VIII—SECURITY CLEARANCE AND

TRUSTED WORKFORCE

SEC. 801. REVIEW OF SHARED INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY SERVICES FOR PER-
SONNEL VETTING.

(a) DEFINITION OF APPROPRIATE COMMIT-
TEES OF CONGRESS.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate committees of Congress”
means—

(1) the congressional intelligence commit-
tees;

(2) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the Senate; and

(3) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Subcommittee on Defense of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of
Representatives.

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of National Intelligence shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a review of the extent to which the
intelligence community can use information
technology services shared among the intel-
ligence community for purposes of personnel
vetting, including with respect to human re-
sources, suitability, and security.

SEC. 802. TIMELINESS STANDARD FOR REN-
DERING DETERMINATIONS OF
TRUST FOR PERSONNEL VETTING.

(a) TIMELINESS STANDARD.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall, act-
ing through the Security Executive Agent
and the Suitability and Credentialing Execu-
tive Agent, establish and publish in such
public venue as the President considers ap-
propriate, new timeliness performance
standards for processing personnel vetting
trust determinations in accordance with the
Federal personnel vetting performance man-
agement standards.

(2) QUINQUENNIAL REVIEWS.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 5 years, the Presi-
dent shall, acting through the Security Ex-
ecutive Agent and the Suitability and
Credentialing Executive Agent—

(A) review the standards established pursu-
ant to paragraph (1); and

(B) pursuant to such review—

(i) update such standards as the President
considers appropriate; and

(ii) publish in the Federal Register such
updates as may be made pursuant to clause

.
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(3) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 3001
of the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act of 2004 (560 U.S.C. 3341) is
amended by striking subsection (g).

(b) QUARTERLY REPORTS ON IMPLEMENTA-
TION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not less frequently than
quarterly, the Security Executive Agent and
the Suitability and Credentialing Executive
Agent shall jointly make available to the
public a quarterly report on the compliance
of Executive agencies (as defined in section
105 of title 5, United States Code) with the
standards established pursuant to subsection
(a).

(2) DISAGGREGATION.—Each report made
available pursuant to paragraph (1) shall
disaggregate, to the greatest extent prac-
ticable, data by appropriate category of per-
sonnel risk and between Government and
contractor personnel.

(c) COMPLEMENTARY STANDARDS FOR INTEL-
LIGENCE COMMUNITY.—The Director of Na-
tional Intelligence may, in consultation with
the Security, Suitability, and Credentialing
Performance Accountability Council estab-
lished pursuant to Executive Order 13467 (50
U.S.C. 3161 note; relating to reforming proc-
esses related to suitability for Government
employment, fitness for contractor employ-
ees, and eligibility for access to classified
national security information) establish for
the intelligence community standards com-
plementary to those established pursuant to
subsection (a).

SEC. 803. ANNUAL REPORT ON PERSONNEL VET-
TING TRUST DETERMINATIONS.

(a) DEFINITION OF PERSONNEL VETTING
TRUST DETERMINATION.—In this section, the
term ‘‘personnel vetting trust determina-
tion”” means any determination made by an
executive branch agency as to whether an in-
dividual can be trusted to perform job func-
tions or to be granted access necessary for a
position.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than March
30, 2024, and annually thereafter for 5 years,
the Director of National Intelligence, acting
as the Security Executive Agent, and the Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, acting as the Suitability and
Credentialing Executive Agent, in coordina-
tion with the Security, Suitability, and
Credentialing Performance Accountability
Council, shall jointly make available to the
public a report on specific types of personnel
vetting trust determinations made during
the fiscal year preceding the fiscal year in
which the report is made available,
disaggregated, to the greatest extent pos-
sible, by the following:

(1) Determinations of eligibility for na-
tional security-sensitive positions, sepa-
rately noting—

(A) the number of individuals granted ac-
cess to national security information; and

(B) the number of individuals determined
to be eligible for but not granted access to
national security information.

(2) Determinations of suitability or fitness
for a public trust position.

(3) Status as a Government employee, a
contractor employee, or other category.

(c) ELIMINATION OF REPORT REQUIREMENT.—
Section 3001 of the Intelligence Reform and
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004 (50 U.S.C.
3341) is amended by striking subsection (h).
SEC. 804. SURVEY TO ASSESS STRENGTHS AND

WEAKNESSES OF TRUSTED WORK-
FORCE 2.0.

Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and once every 2
years thereafter until 2029, the Comptroller
General of the United States shall admin-
ister a survey to such sample of Federal
agencies, Federal contractors, and other per-
sons that require security clearances to ac-
cess classified information as the Comp-
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troller General considers appropriate to as-

sess—

(1) the strengths and weaknesses of the im-
plementation of the Trusted Workforce 2.0
initiative; and

(2) the effectiveness of vetting Federal per-
sonnel while managing risk during the
onboarding of such personnel.

SEC. 805. PROHIBITION ON DENIAL OF ELIGI-
BILITY FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION SOLELY BECAUSE OF
PAST USE OF CANNABIS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CANNABIS.—The term ‘‘cannabis’ has
the meaning given the term ‘‘marihuana’ in
section 102 of the Controlled Substances Act
(21 U.S.C. 802).

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION.—The term ‘‘eligibility for ac-
cess to classified information’ has the mean-
ing given the term in the procedures estab-
lished pursuant to section 801(a) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 3161(a)).

(b) PROHIBITION.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, the head of an ele-
ment of the intelligence community may not
make a determination to deny eligibility for
access to classified information to an indi-
vidual based solely on the use of cannabis by
the individual prior to the submission of the
application for a security clearance by the
individual.

TITLE IX—ANOMALOUS HEALTH
INCIDENTS

SEC. 901. IMPROVED FUNDING FLEXIBILITY FOR
PAYMENTS MADE BY THE CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY FOR QUALI-
FYING INJURIES TO THE BRAIN.

Section 19A(d) of the Central Intelligence
Agency Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(d)) is
amended by striking paragraph (3) and in-
serting the following new paragraph:

*(3) FUNDING.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Payment under para-
graph (2) in a fiscal year may be made using
any funds—

‘(i) appropriated in advance specifically
for payments under such paragraph; or

‘“(ii) reprogrammed in accordance with sec-
tion 504 of the National Security Act of 1947
(50 U.S.C. 3094).

‘(B) BUDGET.—For each fiscal year, the Di-
rector shall include with the budget jus-
tification materials submitted to Congress
in support of the budget of the President for
that fiscal year pursuant to section 1105(a) of
title 31, United States Code, an estimate of
the funds required in that fiscal year to
make payments under paragraph (2).”.

SEC. 902. CLARIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS TO
SEEK CERTAIN BENEFITS RELATING
TO INJURIES TO THE BRAIN.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 19A(d)(5) of the
Central Intelligence Agency Act of 1949 (50
U.S.C. 3519b(d)(5)) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“‘Payments made’ and in-
serting the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—Payments made’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) RELATION TO CERTAIN FEDERAL WORK-
ERS COMPENSATION LAWS.—Without regard to
the requirements in sections (b) and (c), cov-
ered employees need not first seek benefits
provided under chapter 81 of title 5, United
States Code, to be eligible solely for pay-
ment authorized under paragraph (2) of this
subsection.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency shall—

(1) revise applicable regulations to conform
with the amendment made by subsection (a);
and

(2) submit to the congressional intelligence
committees, the Subcommittee on Defense
of the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate, and the Subcommittee on Defense of
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the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives copies of such reg-
ulations, as revised pursuant to paragraph
.

SEC. 903. INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IMPLE-
MENTATION OF HAVANA ACT OF 2021
AUTHORITIES.

(a) REGULATIONS.—Except as provided in
subsection (c), not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, each
head of an element of the intelligence com-
munity that has not already done so shall—

(1) issue regulations and procedures to im-
plement the authorities provided by section
19A(d) of the Central Intelligence Agency
Act of 1949 (50 U.S.C. 3519b(d)) and section
901(i) of title IX of division J of the Further
Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2020 (22
U.S.C. 2680b(i)) to provide payments under
such sections, to the degree that such au-
thorities are applicable to the head of the
element; and

(2) submit to the congressional intel-
ligence, the Subcommittee on Defense of the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Subcommittee on Defense of the
Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives committees copies of
such regulations.

(b) REPORTING.—Not later than 210 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
each head of an element of the intelligence
community shall submit to the congres-
sional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives a report on—

(1) the estimated number of individuals as-
sociated with their element that may be eli-
gible for payment under the authorities de-
scribed in subsection (a)(1);

(2) an estimate of the obligation that the
head of the intelligence community element
expects to incur in fiscal year 2025 as a result
of establishing the regulations pursuant to
subsection (a)(1); and

(3) any perceived barriers or concerns in
implementing such authorities.

(c) ALTERNATIVE REPORTING.—Not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, each head of an element of the
intelligence community (other than the Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency)
who believes that the authorities described
in subsection (a)(1) are not currently rel-
evant for individuals associated with their
element, or who are not otherwise in posi-
tion to issue the regulations and procedures
required by subsection (a)(1) shall provide
written and detailed justification to the con-
gressional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives to explain this position.

SEC. 904. REPORT AND BRIEFING ON CENTRAL
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY HANDLING

OF ANOMALOUS HEALTH INCI-
DENTS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Agency’’ means

the Central Intelligence Agency.

(2) QUALIFYING INJURY.—The term ‘‘quali-
fying injury’ has the meaning given such
term in section 19A(d)(1) of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency Act of 1949 (b0 U.S.C.
3519b(d)(1)).

(b) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency shall submit to the congressional in-
telligence committees a report on the han-
dling of anomalous health incidents by the
Agency.

(c) CONTENTS.—The report required by sub-
section (b) shall include the following:
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(1) HAVANA ACT IMPLEMENTATION.—

(A) An explanation of how the Agency de-
termines whether a reported anomalous
health incident resulted in a qualifying in-
jury or a qualifying injury to the brain.

(B) The number of participants of the Ex-
panded Care Program of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency who—

(i) have a certified qualifying injury or a
certified qualifying injury to the brain; and

(ii) as of September 30, 2023, applied to the
Expanded Care Program due to a reported
anomalous health incident.

(C) A comparison of the number of anoma-
lous health incidents reported by applicants
to the Expanded Care Program that occurred
in the United States and that occurred in a
foreign country.

(D) The specific reason each applicant was
approved or denied for payment under the
Expanded Care Program.

(E) The number of applicants who were ini-
tially denied payment but were later ap-
proved on appeal.

(F) The average length of time, from the
time of application, for an applicant to re-
ceive a determination from the Expanded
Care Program, aggregated by qualifying in-
juries and qualifying injuries to the brain.

(2) PRIORITY CASES.—

(A) A detailed list of priority cases of
anomalous health incidents, including, for
each incident, locations, dates, times, and
circumstances.

(B) For each priority case listed in accord-
ance with subparagraph (A), a detailed expla-
nation of each credible alternative expla-
nation that the Agency assigned to the inci-
dent, including—

(1) how the incident was discovered;

(ii) how the incident was assigned within
the Agency; and

(iii) whether an individual affected by the
incident is provided an opportunity to appeal
the credible alternative explanation.

(C) For each priority case of an anomalous
health incident determined to be largely
consistent with the definition of ‘‘anomalous
health incident’ established by the National
Academy of Sciences and for which the
Agency does not have a credible alternative
explanation, a detailed description of such
case.

(3) ANOMALOUS HEALTH INCIDENT SENSORS.—

(A) A list of all types of sensors that the
Agency has developed or deployed with re-
spect to reports of anomalous health inci-
dents, including, for each type of sensor, the
deployment location, the date and the dura-
tion of the employment of such type of sen-
sor, and, if applicable, the reason for re-
moval.

(B) A list of entities to which the Agency
has provided unrestricted access to data as-
sociated with anomalous health incidents.

(C) A list of requests for support the Agen-
cy has received from elements of the Federal
Government regarding sensor development,
testing, or deployment, and a description of
the support provided in each case.

(D) A description of all emitter signatures
obtained by sensors associated with anoma-
lous health incidents in Agency holdings
since 2016, including—

(i) the identification of any of such
emitters that the Agency prioritizes as a
threat; and

(ii) an explanation of such prioritization.

(d) ADDITIONAL SUBMISSIONS.—Concurrent
with the submission of the report required
by subsection (b), the Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency shall submit to the con-
gressional intelligence committees, the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the Senate, and the Sub-
committee on Defense of the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives—
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(1) a template of each form required to
apply for the Expanded Care Program, in-
cluding with respect to payments for a quali-
fying injury or a qualifying injury to the
brain;

(2) copies of internal guidance used by the
Agency to adjudicate claims for the Ex-
panded Care Program, including with respect
to payments for a qualifying injury to the
brain;

(3) the case file of each applicant to the Ex-
panded Care Program who applied due to a
reported anomalous health incident, includ-
ing supporting medical documentation, with
name and other identifying information re-
dacted;

(4) copies of all informational and instruc-
tional materials provided to employees of
and other individuals affiliated with the
Agency with respect to applying for the Ex-
panded Care Program; and

(5) copies of Agency guidance provided to
employees of and other individuals affiliated
with the Agency with respect to reporting
and responding to a suspected anomalous
health incident, and the roles and respon-
sibilities of each element of the Agency
tasked with responding to a report of an
anomalous health incident.

(e) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Director of the Central Intelligence Agency
shall brief the congressional intelligence
committees, the Subcommittee on Defense
of the Committee on Appropriations of the
Senate, and the Subcommittee on Defense of
the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives on the report.

TITLE X—ELECTION SECURITY

SEC. 1001. STRENGTHENING ELECTION CYBERSE-
CURITY TO UPHOLD RESPECT FOR
ELECTIONS THROUGH INDE-
PENDENT TESTING ACT OF 2023.

(a) REQUIRING PENETRATION TESTING AS
PART OF THE TESTING AND CERTIFICATION OF
VOTING SYSTEMS.—Section 231 of the Help
America Vote Act of 2002 (52 U.S.C. 20971) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘‘(e) REQUIRED PENETRATION TESTING.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Commission shall provide for the
conduct of penetration testing as part of the
testing, certification, decertification, and re-
certification of voting system hardware and
software by accredited laboratories under
this section.

‘“(2) ACCREDITATION.—The Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology shall recommend to the Commission
entities the Director proposes be accredited
to carry out penetration testing under this
subsection and certify compliance with the
penetration testing-related guidelines re-
quired by this subsection. The Commission
shall vote on the accreditation of any entity
recommended. The requirements for such ac-
creditation shall be a subset of the require-
ments for accreditation of laboratories under
subsection (b) and shall only be based on
consideration of an entity’s competence to
conduct penetration testing under this sub-
section.”.

(b) INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING AND CoO-
ORDINATED CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY
DISCLOSURE PROGRAM FOR ELECTION SYS-
TEMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle D of title II of
the Help America Vote Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C.
15401 et seq.) is amended by adding at the end
the following new part:
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“PART 7—INDEPENDENT SECURITY TEST-
ING AND COORDINATED CYBERSECU-
RITY VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE
PILOT PROGRAM FOR ELECTION SYS-
TEMS

“SEC. 297. INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING
AND COORDINATED CYBERSECU-
RITY VULNERABILITY DISCLOSURE
PILOT PROGRAM FOR ELECTION
SYSTEMS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—

‘(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Commission, in
consultation with the Secretary, shall estab-
lish an Independent Security Testing and Co-
ordinated Vulnerability Disclosure Pilot
Program for Election Systems (VDP-E) (in
this section referred to as the ‘program’) in
order to test for and disclose cybersecurity
vulnerabilities in election systems.

‘“(2) DURATION.—The program shall be con-
ducted for a period of 5 years.

‘“(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
program, the Commission, in consultation
with the Secretary, shall—

‘“(A) establish a mechanism by which an
election systems vendor may make their
election system (including voting machines
and source code) available to cybersecurity
researchers participating in the program;

‘“(B) provide for the vetting of cybersecu-
rity researchers prior to their participation
in the program, including the conduct of
background checks;

‘“(C) establish terms of participation that—

‘(i) describe the scope of testing permitted
under the program;

‘“(ii) require researchers to—

‘“(I) notify the vendor, the Commission,
and the Secretary of any cybersecurity vul-
nerability they identify with respect to an
election system; and

“(IT) otherwise keep such vulnerability
confidential for 180 days after such notifica-
tion;

‘“(iii) require the good faith participation
of all participants in the program;

‘“(iv) require an election system vendor,
within 180 days after validating notification
of a critical or high vulnerability (as defined
by the National Institute of Standards and
Technology) in an election system of the
vendor, to—

‘() send a patch or propound some other
fix or mitigation for such wvulnerability to
the appropriate State and local election offi-
cials, in consultation with the researcher
who discovered it; and

““(IT) notify the Commission and the Sec-
retary that such patch has been sent to such
officials;

‘(D) in the case where a patch or fix to ad-
dress a vulnerability disclosed under sub-
paragraph (C)(ii)(I) is intended to be applied
to a system certified by the Commission,
provide—

‘(i) for the expedited review of such patch
or fix within 90 days after receipt by the
Commission; and

‘‘(ii) if such review is not completed by the
last day of such 90 day period, that such
patch or fix shall be deemed to be certified
by the Commission, subject to any subse-
quent review of such determination by the
Commission; and

“(B) 180 days after the disclosure of a vul-
nerability under subparagraph (C)(ii)(I), no-
tify the Director of the Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency of the vul-
nerability for inclusion in the database of
Common Vulnerabilities and Exposures.

‘‘(4) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION; SAFE HAR-
BOR.—

“(A) VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION.—Partici-
pation in the program shall be voluntary for
election systems vendors and researchers.

‘“(B) SAFE HARBOR.—When conducting re-
search under this program, such research
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and subsequent publication shall be consid-
ered to be:

‘(1) Authorized in accordance with section
1030 of title 18, United States Code (com-
monly known as the ‘Computer Fraud and
Abuse Act’), (and similar state laws), and the
election system vendor will not initiate or
support legal action against the researcher
for accidental, good faith violations of the
program.

‘“(ii) Exempt from the anti-circumvention
rule of section 1201 of title 17, United States
Code (commonly known as the ‘Digital Mil-
lennium Copyright Act’), and the election
system vendor will not bring a claim against
a researcher for circumvention of technology
controls.

“(C) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this paragraph may be construed to limit or
otherwise affect any exception to the general
prohibition against the circumvention of
technological measures under subparagraph
(A) of section 1201(a)(1) of title 17, United
States Code, including with respect to any
use that is excepted from that general prohi-
bition by the Librarian of Congress under
subparagraphs (B) through (D) of such sec-
tion 1201(a)(1).

¢(5) EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE.—Cybersecu-
rity vulnerabilities discovered under the pro-
gram shall be exempt from section 552 of
title 5, United States Code (commonly re-
ferred to as the Freedom of Information
Act).

‘“(6) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

““(A) CYBERSECURITY VULNERABILITY.—The
term ‘cybersecurity vulnerability’ means,
with respect to an election system, any secu-
rity vulnerability that affects the election
system.

“(B) ELECTION INFRASTRUCTURE.—The term
‘election infrastructure’ means—

‘(i) storage facilities, polling places, and
centralized vote tabulation locations used to
support the administration of elections for
public office; and

‘(i) related information and communica-
tions technology, including—

‘“(I) voter registration databases;

‘“(IT) election management systems;

¢(II1) voting machines;

“(IV) electronic mail and other commu-
nications systems (including electronic mail
and other systems of vendors who have en-
tered into contracts with election agencies
to support the administration of elections,
manage the election process, and report and
display election results); and

(V) other systems used to manage the
election process and to report and display
election results on behalf of an election
agency.

‘“(C) ELECTION SYSTEM.—The term ‘election
system’ means any information system that
is part of an election infrastructure, includ-
ing any related information and communica-
tions technology described in subparagraph
(BH)(id).

‘(D) ELECTION SYSTEM VENDOR.—The term
‘election system vendor’ means any person
providing, supporting, or maintaining an
election system on behalf of a State or local
election official.

“(E) INFORMATION SYSTEM.—The term ‘in-
formation system’ has the meaning given the
term in section 3502 of title 44, United States
Code.

‘(F) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’
means the Secretary of Homeland Security.

“(G) SECURITY VULNERABILITY.—The term
‘security vulnerability’ has the meaning
given the term in section 102 of the Cyberse-
curity Information Sharing Act of 2015 (6
U.S.C. 1501).”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents of such Act is amended by adding at
the end of the items relating to subtitle D of
title II the following:
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“PART T7—INDEPENDENT SECURITY TESTING
AND COORDINATED CYBERSECURITY VULNER-
ABILITY DISCLOSURE PROGRAM FOR ELEC-
TION SYSTEMS

“Sec. 297. Independent security testing and
coordinated cybersecurity wvul-
nerability disclosure program
for election systems.”’.

TITLE XI—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 1101. MODIFICATION OF REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENT FOR  ALL-DOMAIN
ANOMALY RESOLUTION OFFICE.

Section 1683(k)(1) of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50
U.S.C. 3373(k)(1)), as amended by section
6802(a) of the Intelligence Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263), is
amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking ‘‘DIRECTOR
OF NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AND SECRETARY OF
DEFENSE” and inserting ‘‘ALL-DOMAIN ANOM-
ALY RESOLUTION OFFICE’’; and

(2) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘Direc-
tor of National Intelligence and the Sec-
retary of Defense shall jointly’’ and inserting
“Director of the Office shall”.

SEC. 1102. FUNDING LIMITATIONS RELATING TO

UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHE-
NOMENA.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—The term ‘‘appropriate committees
of Congress’ means—

(A) the Select Committee on Intelligence,
the Committee on Armed Services, and the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate;
and

(B) the Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the House of Representatives.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP.—The term
‘“‘congressional leadership’” means—

(A) the majority leader of the Senate;

(B) the minority leader of the Senate;

(C) the Speaker of the House of Represent-
atives; and

(D) the minority leader of the House of
Representatives.

(3) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the All-domain Anomaly Res-
olution Office.

(4) UNIDENTIFIED ANOMALOUS PHENOMENA.—
The term ‘‘unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena’’ has the meaning given such term
in section 1683(n) of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (50
U.S.C. 3373(n)), as amended by section 6802(a)
of the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263).

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that, due to the increasing poten-
tial for technology surprise from foreign ad-
versaries and to ensure sufficient integration
across the United States industrial base and
avoid technology and security stovepipes—

(1) the United States industrial base must
retain its global lead in critical advanced
technologies; and

(2) the Federal Government must expand
awareness about any historical exotic tech-
nology antecedents previously provided by
the Federal Government for research and de-
velopment purposes.

(c) LIMITATIONS.—No amount authorized to
be appropriated by this Act may be obligated
or expended, directly or indirectly, in part or
in whole, for, on, in relation to, or in support
of activities involving unidentified anoma-
lous phenomena protected under any form of
special access or restricted access limita-
tions that have not been formally, officially,
explicitly, and specifically described, ex-
plained, and justified to the appropriate
committees of Congress, congressional lead-
ership, and the Director, including for any
activities relating to the following:
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(1) Recruiting, employing, training, equip-
ping, and operations of, and providing secu-
rity for, government or contractor personnel
with a primary, secondary, or contingency
mission of capturing, recovering, and secur-
ing unidentified anomalous phenomena craft
or pieces and components of such craft.

(2) Analyzing such craft or pieces or com-
ponents thereof, including for the purpose of
determining properties, material composi-
tion, method of manufacture, origin, charac-
teristics, usage and application, perform-
ance, operational modalities, or reverse engi-
neering of such craft or component tech-
nology.

(3) Managing and providing security for
protecting activities and information relat-
ing to unidentified anomalous phenomena
from disclosure or compromise.

(4) Actions relating to reverse engineering
or replicating unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena technology or performance based on
analysis of materials or sensor and observa-
tional information associated with unidenti-
fied anomalous phenomena.

(56) The development of propulsion tech-
nology, or aerospace craft that uses propul-
sion technology, systems, or subsystems,
that is based on or derived from or inspired
by inspection, analysis, or reverse engineer-
ing of recovered unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena craft or materials.

(6) Any aerospace craft that uses propul-
sion technology other than chemical propel-
lants, solar power, or electric ion thrust.

(d) NOTIFICATION AND REPORTING.—ANYy per-
son currently or formerly under contract
with the Federal Government that has in
their possession material or information pro-
vided by or derived from the Federal Govern-
ment relating to unidentified anomalous
phenomena that formerly or currently is
protected by any form of special access or re-
stricted access shall—

(1) not later than 60 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, notify the Direc-
tor of such possession; and

(2) not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, make available to
the Director for assessment, analysis, and in-
spection—

(A) all such material and information; and

(B) a comprehensive list of all non-earth
origin or exotic unidentified anomalous phe-
nomena material.

(e) LIABILITY.—No criminal or civil action
may lie or be maintained in any Federal or
State court against any person for receiving
material or information described in sub-
section (d) if that person complies with the
notification and reporting provisions de-
scribed in such subsection.

(f) LIMITATION REGARDING INDEPENDENT RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Consistent with Depart-
ment of Defense Instruction Number 3204.01
(dated August 20, 2014, incorporating change
2, dated July 9, 2020; relating to Department
policy for oversight of independent research
and development), independent research and
development funding relating to material or
information described in subsection (c) shall
not be allowable as indirect expenses for pur-
poses of contracts covered by such instruc-
tion, unless such material and information is
made available to the Director in accordance
with subsection (d).

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY.—
Paragraph (1) shall take effect on the date
that is 60 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act and shall apply with respect
to funding from amounts appropriated be-
fore, on, or after such date.

(g) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30
days after the date on which the Director has
received a notification under paragraph (1) of
subsection (d) or information or material
under paragraph (2) of such subsection, the
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Director shall provide written notification of
such receipt to the appropriate committees
of Congress and congressional leadership.

SA 995. Mr. PAUL submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle E of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 104 . DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN AIRPORTS
BY THE UNITED STATES FISH AND
WILDLIFE SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service shall
designate each of the airports among the top
10 United States airports with respect to all-
cargo landed weight during calendar year
2021 as a ‘‘port of entry designated for the
importation and exportation of wildlife and
wildlife products’ (referred to in this section
as a ‘‘Designated Port’’) under section 14.12
of title 50, Code of Federal Regulations.

(b) ELECTION TO OPERATE AS A DESIGNATED
PORT.—An airport authority responsible for
the operation of an airport described in sub-
section (a) may determine whether or not
such airport will serve as a Designated Port.

SA 996. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and
Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end, add the following:

DIVISION I—NATIVE AMERICAN HOUSING

ASSISTANCE AND SELF-DETERMINA-

TION REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2023
SEC. 11001. SHORT TITLE.

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Reauthorization Act of 2023"".
SEC. 11002. CONSOLIDATION OF ENVIRON-

MENTAL REVIEW REQUIREMENTS.

Section 105 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4115) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘‘(e) CONSOLIDATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL RE-
VIEW REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of a recipient
of grant amounts under this Act that is car-
rying out a project that qualifies as an af-
fordable housing activity under section 202,
if the recipient is using 1 or more additional
sources of Federal funds to carry out the
project, and the grant amounts received
under this Act constitute the largest single
source of Federal funds that the recipient
reasonably expects to commit to the project
at the time of environmental review, the In-
dian tribe of the recipient may assume, in
addition to all of the responsibilities for en-
vironmental review, decision making, and
action under subsection (a), all of the addi-
tional responsibilities for environmental re-
view, decision making, and action under pro-
visions of law that would apply to each Fed-
eral agency providing additional funding
were the Federal agency to carry out the
project as a Federal project.
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‘“(2) DISCHARGE.—The assumption by the
Indian tribe of the additional responsibilities
for environmental review, decision making,
and action under paragraph (1) with respect
to a project shall be deemed to discharge the
responsibility of the applicable Federal agen-
cy for environmental review, decision mak-
ing, and action with respect to the project.

‘“(3) CERTIFICATION.—An Indian tribe that
assumes the additional responsibilities under
paragraph (1), shall certify, in addition to
the requirements under subsection (¢c)—

‘““(A) the additional responsibilities that
the Indian tribe has fully carried out under
this subsection; and

‘“(B) that the certifying officer consents to
assume the status of a responsible Federal
official under the provisions of law that
would apply to each Federal agency pro-
viding additional funding under paragraph
Q).

““(4) LIABILITY.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—An Indian tribe that
completes an environmental review under
this subsection shall assume sole liability for
the content and quality of the review.

‘(B) REMEDIES AND SANCTIONS.—Except as
provided in subparagraph (C), if the Sec-
retary approves a certification and release of
funds to an Indian tribe for a project in ac-
cordance with subsection (b), but the Sec-
retary or the head of another Federal agency
providing funding for the project subse-
quently learns that the Indian tribe failed to
carry out the responsibilities of the Indian
tribe as described in subsection (a) or para-
graph (1), as applicable, the Secretary or
other head, as applicable, may impose appro-
priate remedies and sanctions in accordance
with—

‘(i) the regulations issued pursuant to sec-
tion 106; or

‘‘(ii) such regulations as are issued by the
other head.

¢(C) STATUTORY VIOLATION WAIVERS.—If the
Secretary waives the requirements under
this section in accordance with subsection
(d) with respect to a project for which an In-
dian tribe assumes additional responsibil-
ities under paragraph (1), the waiver shall
prohibit any other Federal agency providing
additional funding for the project from im-
posing remedies or sanctions for failure to
comply with requirements for environmental
review, decision making, and action under
provisions of law that would apply to the
Federal agency.”’.

SEC. 11003. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.

Section 108 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4117) is amended, in the first
sentence, by striking ‘2009 through 2013’ and
inserting ‘2024 through 2034’.

SEC. 11004. STUDENT HOUSING ASSISTANCE.

Section 202(3) of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4132(3)) is amended by
inserting ‘‘including education-related sti-
pends, college housing assistance, and other
education-related assistance for low-income
college students,”” after ‘‘self-sufficiency and
other services,”’.

SEC. 11005. APPLICATION OF RENT RULE ONLY
TO UNITS OWNED OR OPERATED BY
INDIAN TRIBE OR TRIBALLY DES-
IGNATED HOUSING ENTITY.

Section 203(a)(2) of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4133(a)(2)) is amended
by inserting ‘‘owned or operated by a recipi-
ent and”’ after ‘‘residing in a dwelling unit’’.
SEC. 11006. DE MINIMIS EXEMPTION FOR PRO-

CUREMENT OF GOODS AND SERV-
ICES.

Section 203(g) of the Native American

Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
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Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4133(g)) is amended by

striking ‘‘$5,000” and inserting ‘‘$10,000"".

SEC. 11007. HOMEOWNERSHIP OR LEASE-TO-OWN
LOW-INCOME REQUIREMENT AND
INCOME TARGETING.

Section 205 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4135) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(BE) notwithstanding any other provision
of this paragraph, in the case of rental hous-
ing that is made available to a current rent-
al family for conversion to a homebuyer or a
lease-purchase unit, that the current rental
family can purchase through a contract of
sale, lease-purchase agreement, or any other
sales agreement, is made available for pur-
chase only by the current rental family, if
the rental family was a low-income family at
the time of their initial occupancy of such
unit; and’’; and

(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) by striking ‘‘The provisions’ and in-
serting the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions’’; and

(B) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) APPLICABILITY TO IMPROVEMENTS.—The
provisions of subsection (a)(2) regarding
binding commitments for the remaining use-
ful life of property shall not apply to im-
provements of privately owned homes if the
cost of the improvements do not exceed 10
percent of the maximum total development
cost for the home.”.

SEC. 11008. LEASE REQUIREMENTS AND TENANT
SELECTION.

Section 207 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4137) is amended by adding
at the end the following:

‘“(c) NOTICE OF TERMINATION.—The notice
period described in subsection (a)(3) shall
apply to projects and programs funded in
part by amounts authorized under this Act.”.
SEC. 11009. INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle A of title II of
the Native American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4131
et seq.) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

“SEC. 211. IHS SANITATION FACILITIES CON-
STRUCTION.

“Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Director of the Indian Health Serv-
ice, or a recipient receiving funding for a
housing construction or renovation project
under this title, may use funding from the
Indian Health Service for the construction of
sanitation facilities under that project.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-330; 110 Stat.
4016) is amended by inserting after the item
relating to section 210 the following:

““Sec. 211. IHS sanitation facilities construc-
tion.”.
SEC. 11010. STATUTORY AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND
GRANT FUNDS IN EMERGENCIES.

Section 401(a)(4) of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4161(a)(4)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘“‘may
take an action described in paragraph (1)(C)”’
and inserting ‘‘may immediately take an ac-
tion described in paragraph (1)(C)’’; and

(2) by striking subparagraph (B) and insert-
ing the following:

*(B) PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary takes an
action described in subparagraph (A), the
Secretary shall provide notice to the recipi-
ent at the time that the Secretary takes
that action.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

‘“(ii) NOTICE REQUIREMENTS.—The notice
under clause (i) shall inform the recipient
that the recipient may request a hearing by
not later than 30 days after the date on
which the Secretary provides the notice.

‘(i) HEARING REQUIREMENTS.—A hearing
requested under clause (ii) shall be con-
ducted—

‘() in accordance with subpart A of part 26
of title 24, Code of Federal Regulations (or
successor regulations); and

“(II) to the maximum extent practicable,
on an expedited basis.

“(iv) FAILURE TO CONDUCT A HEARING.—If a
hearing requested under clause (ii) is not
completed by the date that is 180 days after
the date on which the recipient requests the
hearing, the action of the Secretary to limit
the availability of payments shall no longer
be effective.”.

SEC. 11011. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

Section 407 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4167) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘Con-
gress’”’ and inserting ‘‘Committee on Indian
Affairs and the Committee on Banking,
Housing and Urban Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Financial Services of the
House of Representatives’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘‘(c) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The report de-
scribed in subsection (a) shall be made pub-
licly available, including to recipients.”’.

SEC. 11012. 99-YEAR LEASEHOLD INTEREST IN
TRUST OR RESTRICTED LANDS FOR
HOUSING PURPOSES.

Section 702 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4211) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by striking 50-
YEAR’ and inserting ‘‘99-YEAR’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘50 years’’
and inserting ‘99 years’’; and

(3) in subsection (¢)(2), by striking 50
years’ and inserting ‘99 years’.

SEC. 11013. AMENDMENTS FOR BLOCK GRANTS
FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING ACTIVI-
TIES.

Section 802(e) of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4222(e)) is amended by—

(1) by striking ‘“The Director’” and insert-
ing the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) SUBAWARDS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, including provisions
of State law requiring competitive procure-
ment, the Director may make subawards to
subrecipients, except for for-profit entities,
using amounts provided under this title to
carry out affordable housing activities upon
a determination by the Director that such
subrecipients have adequate capacity to
carry out activities in accordance with this
Act.”.

SEC. 11014. REAUTHORIZATION OF NATIVE HA-
WAIIAN HOMEOWNERSHIP PROVI-
SIONS.

Section 824 of the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4243) is amended by striking
‘“‘such sums as may be necessary’” and all
that follows through the period at the end
and inserting ‘‘such sums as may be nec-
essary for each of fiscal years 2024 through
2034.”.

SEC. 11015. TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COST
IMUM PROJECT COST.

Affordable housing (as defined in section 4
of the Native American Housing Assistance
and Self-Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C.
4103)) that is developed, acquired, or assisted
under the block grant program established
under section 101 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
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Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4111) shall not exceed
by more than 20 percent, without prior ap-
proval of the Secretary of Housing and
Urban Development, the total development
cost maximum cost for all housing assisted
under an affordable housing activity, includ-
ing development and model activities.
SEC. 11016. COMMUNITY-BASED DEVELOPMENT
ORGANIZATIONS AND SPECIAL AC-
TIVITIES BY INDIAN TRIBES.

Section 105 of the Housing and Community
Development Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5305) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘(1) INDIAN TRIBES AND TRIBALLY DES-
IGNATED HOUSING ENTITIES AS COMMUNITY-
BASED DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATIONS.—

‘(1) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the
term ‘tribally designated housing entity’ has
the meaning given the term in section 4 of
the Native American Housing Assistance and
Self-Determination Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C.
4103).

‘“(2) QUALIFICATION.—An Indian tribe, a
tribally designated housing entity, or a trib-
al organization shall qualify as a commu-
nity-based development organization for pur-
poses of carrying out new housing construc-
tion under this subsection under a grant
made under section 106(a)(1).

“(j)  SPECIAL  ACTIVITIES BY INDIAN
TRIBES.—An Indian tribe receiving a grant
under paragraph (1) of section 106(a)(1) shall
be authorized to directly carry out activities
described in paragraph (15) of such section
106(a)(1).”.

SEC. 11017. INDIAN TRIBE ELIGIBILITY FOR HUD
HOUSING COUNSELING GRANTS.

Section 106(a)(4) of the Housing and Urban
Development Act of 1968 (12 TU.S.C.
1701x(a)(4)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and”
comma; and

(B) by inserting before the period at the
end the following: ‘‘, Indian tribes, and trib-
ally designated housing entities’’;

(2) in subparagraph (B), by inserting *‘, In-
dian tribes, and tribally designated housing
entities’ after ‘‘organizations)’’;

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (F) as
subparagraph (G); and

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (E) the
following:

‘“(F) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph, the
terms ‘Indian tribe’ and ‘tribally designated
housing entity’ have the meanings given
those terms in section 4 of the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).”.

SEC. 11018. SECTION 184 INDIAN HOME LOAN
GUARANTEE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 184 of the Hous-
ing and Community Development Act of 1992
(12 U.S.C. 1715z-13a) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘“(a) AUTHORITY.—To provide access to
sources of private financing to Indian fami-
lies, Indian housing authorities, and Indian
Tribes, who otherwise could not acquire
housing financing because of the unique
legal status of Indian lands and the unique
nature of tribal economies, and to expand
homeownership opportunities to Indian fam-
ilies, Indian housing authorities and Indian
tribes on fee simple lands, the Secretary may
guarantee not to exceed 100 percent of the
unpaid principal and interest due on any
loan eligible under subsection (b) made to an
Indian family, Indian housing authority, or
Indian Tribe on trust land and fee simple
land.”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE HOUSING.—The loan shall be
used to construct, acquire, refinance, or re-
habilitate 1- to 4-family dwellings that are
standard housing.”’;

and inserting a
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(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A)
through (D) as clauses (i) through (iv), re-
spectively, and adjusting the margins ac-
cordingly;

(ii) by striking ‘“The loan’ and inserting
the following:

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The loan’’;

(iii) in subparagraph (A), as so designated,
by adding at the end the following:

‘““(v) Any entity certified as a community
development financial institution by the
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund established under section 104(a)
of the Riegle Community Development and
Regulatory Improvement Act of 1994 (12
U.S.C. 4703(a)).”’; and

(iv) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) DIRECT GUARANTEE PROCESS.—

‘(i) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary may
authorize qualifying lenders to participate in
a direct guarantee process for approving
loans under this section.

¢‘(ii) INDEMNIFICATION.—

“(I) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a mortgage guaranteed through a
direct guarantee process under this subpara-
graph was not originated in accordance with
the requirements established by the Sec-
retary, the Secretary may require the lender
approved under this subparagraph to indem-
nify the Secretary for the loss, irrespective
of whether the violation caused the mort-
gage default.

‘“(II) FRAUD OR MISREPRESENTATION.—If
fraud or misrepresentation is involved in a
direct guarantee process under this subpara-
graph, the Secretary shall require the origi-
nal lender approved under this subparagraph
to indemnify the Secretary for the loss re-
gardless of when an insurance claim is paid.

“(C) REVIEW OF MORTGAGEES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may peri-
odically review the mortgagees originating,
underwriting, or servicing single family
mortgage loans under this section.

‘(i) REQUIREMENTS.—In conducting a re-
view under clause (i), the Secretary—

““(I) shall compare the mortgagee with
other mortgagees originating or under-
writing loan guarantees for Indian housing
based on the rates of defaults and claims for
guaranteed mortgage loans originated, un-
derwritten, or serviced by that mortgagee;

“(II) may compare the mortgagee with
such other mortgagees based on under-
writing quality, geographic area served, or
any commonly used factors the Secretary de-
termines necessary for comparing mortgage
default risk, provided that the comparison is
of factors that the Secretary would expect to
affect the default risk of mortgage loans
guaranteed by the Secretary;

‘‘(iii) shall implement such comparisons by
regulation, notice, or mortgagee letter; and

(I may terminate the approval of a mort-
gagee to originate, underwrite, or service
loan guarantees for housing under this sec-
tion if the Secretary determines that the
mortgage loans originated, underwritten, or
serviced by the mortgagee present an unac-
ceptable risk to the Indian Housing Loan
Guarantee Fund established under sub-
section (i)—

‘‘(aa) based on a comparison of any of the
factors set forth in this subparagraph; or

‘““(bb) by a determination that the mort-
gagee engaged in fraud or misrepresenta-
tion.”’; and

(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by inserting before
the semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘ex-
cept, as determined by the Secretary, when
there is a loan modification under subsection
(h)(1)(B), the term of the loan shall not ex-
ceed 40 years’’.

(b) LOAN GUARANTEES FOR INDIAN HOUS-
ING.—Section 184(i)(6) of the Housing and
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Community Development Act of 1992 (12
U.S.C. 1715z-13a(i)(5)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (B), by inserting after
the first sentence the following: ‘‘There are
authorized to be appropriated for those costs
such sums as may be necessary for each of
fiscal years 2024 through 2034.”’; and

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking ‘2008
through 20127 and inserting ‘2024 through
2034°.

SEC. 11019. LOAN GUARANTEES FOR NATIVE HA-
WAIIAN HOUSING.

Section 184A of the Housing and Commu-
nity Development Act of 1992 (12 U.S.C.
1715z-13b) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by inserting *‘, and to
expand homeownership opportunities to Na-
tive Hawaiian families who are eligible to re-
ceive a homestead under the Hawaiian
Homes Commission Act, 1920 (42 Stat. 108) on
fee simple lands in the State of Hawaii”
after “markets’’;

(2) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

‘“(2) ELIGIBLE HOUSING.—The loan shall be
used to construct, acquire, refinance, or re-
habilitate 1- to 4-family dwellings that are
standard housing.”’;

(B) in paragraph (4)—

(i) in subparagraph (B)—

(I) by redesignating clause (iv) as clause
(v); and

(ITI) by adding after clause (iii) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(iv) Any entity certified as a community
development financial institution by the
Community Development Financial Institu-
tions Fund established under section 104(a)
of the Riegle Community Development and
Regulatory Improvement Act of 1994 (12
U.S.C. 4703(a)).”’; and

(ii) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(C) INDEMNIFICATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If the Secretary deter-
mines that a loan was not originated in ac-
cordance with the requirements established
by the Secretary under this section, the Sec-
retary may require the lender to indemnify
the Secretary for any loss or potential loss,
regardless of whether the non-compliance
caused or may cause the loan default.

(i) DIRECT GUARANTEE ENDORSEMENT.—
The Secretary may, dependent on the avail-
ability of systems development and staffing
resources, delegate to eligible lenders the au-
thority to directly endorse loans under this
section.

“(iii) FRAUD OR MISREPRESENTATION.—If
fraud or misrepresentation was involved in
the direct guarantee endorsement process by
a lender under this section, the Secretary
shall require the approved direct guarantee
endorsement lender to indemnify the Sec-
retary for any loss or potential loss, regard-
less of whether the fraud or misrepresenta-
tion caused or may cause the loan default.

‘“(iv) IMPLEMENTATION.—The  Secretary
may implement any requirements described
in this subparagraph by regulation, notice,
or Dear Lender Letter.”.

(C) in paragraph (5)(A), by inserting before
the semicolon at the end the following: ‘‘ex-
cept, as determined by the Secretary, when
there is a loan modification under subsection
(1)(1)(B), the term of the loan shall not ex-
ceed 40 years’’;

(3) in subsection (d)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by adding at the end
the following:

‘“(C) EXCEPTION.—When the Secretary exer-
cises its discretion to delegate direct guar-
antee endorsement authority pursuant to
subsection (c)(4)(C)(ii), subparagraphs (A)
and (B) of this paragraph shall not apply.’’;

(B) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

¢“(2) STANDARD FOR APPROVAL.—
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“(A) APPROVAL.—The Secretary may ap-
prove a loan for guarantee under this section
and issue a certificate under this subsection
only if the Secretary determines that there
is a reasonable prospect of repayment of the
loan.

‘(B) EXCEPTIONS.—When the Secretary ex-
ercises its discretion to delegate direct guar-
antee endorsement authority pursuant to
subsection (¢)(4)(C)(ii)—

‘(i) subparagraph (A) shall not apply; and

‘(ii) the direct guarantee endorsement
lender may issue a certificate under this
paragraph as evidence of the guarantee in ac-
cordance with requirements prescribed by
the Secretary.”; and

(C) in paragraph (3)(A), by inserting ‘‘or,
where applicable, the direct guarantee en-
dorsement lender,” after ‘‘Secretary’ and

(4) in subsection (j)(5)(B), by inserting after
the first sentence the following: ‘‘There are
authorized to be appropriated for those costs
such sums as may be necessary for each of
fiscal years 2024 through 2034.”.

SEC. 11020. DRUG ELIMINATION PROGRAM.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE.—The term
‘“‘controlled substance’” has the meaning
given the term in section 102 of the Con-
trolled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802).

(2) DRUG-RELATED CRIME.—The term ‘‘drug-
related crime’” means the illegal manufac-
ture, sale, distribution, use, or possession
with intent to manufacture, sell, distribute,
or use a controlled substance.

(3) RECIPIENT.—The term ‘‘recipient’’—

(A) has the meaning given the term in sec-
tion 4 of the Native American Housing As-
sistance and Self-Determination Act of 1996
(25 U.S.C. 4103); and

(B) includes a recipient of funds under title
VIII of that Act (25 U.S.C. 4221 et seq.).

(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary may
make grants under this section to recipients
of assistance under the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.) for use in
eliminating drug-related and violent crime.

(c) ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES.—Grants under this
section may be used for—

(1) the employment of security personnel;

(2) reimbursement of State, local, Tribal,
or Bureau of Indian Affairs law enforcement
agencies for additional security and protec-
tive services;

(3) physical improvements which are spe-
cifically designed to enhance security;

(4) the employment of 1 or more individ-
uals—

(A) to investigate drug-related or violent
crime in and around the real property com-
prising housing assisted under the Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4101 et
seq.); and

(B) to provide evidence relating to such
crime in any administrative or judicial pro-
ceeding;

(5) the provision of training, communica-
tions equipment, and other related equip-
ment for use by voluntary tenant patrols
acting in cooperation with law enforcement
officials;

(6) programs designed to reduce use of
drugs in and around housing communities
funded under the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act of
1996 (256 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.), including drug-
abuse prevention, intervention, referral, and
treatment programs;

(7) providing funding to nonprofit resident
management corporations and resident coun-
cils to develop security and drug abuse pre-
vention programs involving site residents;
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(8) sports programs and sports activities
that serve primarily youths from housing
communities funded through and are oper-
ated in conjunction with, or in furtherance
of, an organized program or plan designed to
reduce or eliminate drugs and drug-related
problems in and around those communities;
and

(9) other programs for youth in school set-
tings that address drug prevention and posi-
tive alternatives for youth, including edu-
cation and activities related to science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math.

(d) APPLICATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—To receive a grant under
this subsection, an eligible applicant shall
submit an application to the Secretary, at
such time, in such manner, and accompanied
by—

(A) a plan for addressing the problem of
drug-related or violent crime in and around
of the housing administered or owned by the
applicant for which the application is being
submitted; and

(B) such additional information as the Sec-
retary may reasonably require.

(2) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall approve
applications submitted under paragraph (1)
on the basis of thresholds or criteria such
as—

(A) the extent of the drug-related or vio-
lent crime problem in and around the hous-
ing or projects proposed for assistance;

(B) the quality of the plan to address the
crime problem in the housing or projects
proposed for assistance, including the extent
to which the plan includes initiatives that
can be sustained over a period of several
years;

(C) the capability of the applicant to carry
out the plan; and

(D) the extent to which tenants, the Tribal
government, and the Tribal community sup-
port and participate in the design and imple-
mentation of the activities proposed to be
funded under the application.

(e) HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING
AREAS.—In evaluating the extent of the
drug-related crime problem pursuant to sub-
section (d)(2), the Secretary may consider
whether housing or projects proposed for as-
sistance are located in a high intensity drug
trafficking area designated pursuant to sec-
tion 707(b) of the Office of National Drug
Control Policy Reauthorization Act of 1998
(21 U.S.C. 1706(b)).

(f) REPORTS.—

(1) GRANTEE REPORTS.—The Secretary shall
require grantees under this section to pro-
vide periodic reports that include the obliga-
tion and expenditure of grant funds, the
progress made by the grantee in imple-
menting the plan described in subsection
(@)(1)(A), and any change in the incidence of
drug-related crime in projects assisted under
section.

(2) HUD REPORTS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
describing the system used to distribute
funding to grantees under this section, which
shall include descriptions of—

(A) the methodology used to distribute
amounts made available under this section;
and

(B) actions taken by the Secretary to en-
sure that amounts made available under sec-
tion are not used to fund baseline local gov-
ernment services, as described in subsection
(h)(2).

(g) NOTICE OF FUNDING AWARDS.—The Sec-
retary shall publish on the website of the De-
partment a notice of all grant awards made
pursuant to section, which shall identify the
grantees and the amount of the grants.

(h) MONITORING.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall audit
and monitor the program funded under this
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subsection to ensure that assistance pro-
vided under this subsection is administered
in accordance with the provisions of section.

(2) PROHIBITION OF FUNDING BASELINE SERV-
ICES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Amounts provided under
this section may not be used to reimburse or
support any local law enforcement agency or
unit of general local government for the pro-
vision of services that are included in the
baseline of services required to be provided
by any such entity pursuant to a local coop-
erative agreement pursuant under the Indian
Self-Determination and Education Assist-
ance Act (25 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) or any provi-
sion of an annual contributions contract for
payments in lieu of taxation with the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

(B) DESCRIPTION.—Each grantee under this
section shall describe, in the report under
subsection (f)(1), such baseline of services for
the unit of Tribal government in which the
jurisdiction of the grantee is located.

(3) ENFORCEMENT.—The Secretary shall
provide for the effective enforcement of this
section, as specified in the program require-
ments published in a notice by the Sec-
retary, which may include—

(A) the use of on-site monitoring, inde-
pendent public audit requirements, certifi-
cation by Tribal or Federal law enforcement
or Tribal government officials regarding the
performance of baseline services referred to
in paragraph (2);

(B) entering into agreements with the At-
torney General to achieve compliance, and
verification of compliance, with the provi-
sions of this section; and

(C) adopting enforcement authority that is
substantially similar to the authority pro-
vided to the Secretary under the Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4101 et
seq.)

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

There are authorized to be appropriated such

sums as may be necessary for each fiscal

years 2024 through 2034 to carry out this sec-

tion.

SEC. 11021. RENTAL ASSISTANCE FOR HOMELESS
OR AT-RISK INDIAN VETERANS.

Section 8(0)(19) of the United States Hous-
ing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C. 1437f(0)(19)) is
amended by adding at the end the following:

‘“(E) INDIAN VETERANS HOUSING RENTAL AS-
SISTANCE PROGRAM.—

‘(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this subparagraph:

‘“(I) ELIGIBLE INDIAN VETERAN.—The term
‘eligible Indian veteran’ means an Indian
veteran who is—

‘“‘(aa) homeless or at risk of homelessness;
and

““(bb) living—

‘“(AA) on or near a reservation; or

‘(BB) in or near any other Indian area.

¢(II) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENT.—The term ‘eligi-
ble recipient’ means a recipient eligible to
receive a grant under section 101 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self-
Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4111).

‘“(ITIT) INDIAN; INDIAN AREA.—The terms ‘In-
dian’ and ‘Indian area’ have the meanings
given those terms in section 4 of the Native
American Housing Assistance and Self-De-
termination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

‘(IV) INDIAN VETERAN.—The term ‘Indian
veteran’ means an Indian who is a veteran.

‘“‘V) PROGRAM.—The term  ‘Program’
means the Tribal HUD-VASH program car-
ried out under clause (ii).

“(VI) TRIBAL ORGANIZATION.—The term
‘tribal organization’ has the meaning given
the term in section 4 of the Indian Self-De-
termination and Education Assistance Act
(25 U.S.C. 5304).

‘(i) PROGRAM SPECIFICATIONS.—The Sec-
retary shall use not less than 5 percent of the
amounts made available for rental assist-
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ance under this paragraph to carry out a
rental assistance and supported housing pro-
gram, to be known as the ‘Tribal HUD-VASH
program’, in conjunction with the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, by awarding grants for
the benefit of eligible Indian veterans.

¢“(iii) MODEL.—

‘““(I) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subclause (II), the Secretary shall model the
Program on the rental assistance and sup-
ported housing program authorized under
subparagraph (A) and applicable appropria-
tions Acts, including administration in con-
junction with the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs.

¢“(IT) EXCEPTIONS.—

‘‘(aa) SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DE-
VELOPMENT.—After consultation with Indian
tribes, eligible recipients, and any other ap-
propriate tribal organizations, the Secretary
may make necessary and appropriate modi-
fications to facilitate the use of the Program
by eligible recipients to serve eligible Indian
veterans.

“(bb) SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.—
After consultation with Indian tribes, eligi-
ble recipients, and any other appropriate
tribal organizations, the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs may make necessary and ap-
propriate modifications to facilitate the use
of the Program Dby eligible recipients to
serve eligible Indian veterans.

‘“(iv) ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The Secretary
shall make amounts for rental assistance
and associated administrative costs under
the Program available in the form of grants
to eligible recipients.

‘“(v) FUNDING CRITERIA.—The Secretary
shall award grants under the Program based
on—

““(I) need;

“(IT) administrative capacity; and

‘“(ITII) any other funding criteria estab-
lished by the Secretary in a notice published
in the Federal Register after consulting with
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

‘(vi) ADMINISTRATION.—Grants awarded
under the Program shall be administered in
accordance with the Native American Hous-
ing Assistance and Self-Determination Act
of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.), except that re-
cipients shall—

“(I) submit to the Secretary, in a manner
prescribed by the Secretary, reports on the
utilization of rental assistance provided
under the Program; and

“(IT) provide to the Secretary information
specified by the Secretary to assess the ef-
fectiveness of the Program in serving eligi-
ble Indian veterans.

¢(vii) CONSULTATION.—

“(I) GRANT RECIPIENTS; TRIBAL ORGANIZA-
TIONS.—The Secretary, in coordination with
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall con-
sult with eligible recipients and any other
appropriate tribal organization on the design
of the Program to ensure the effective deliv-
ery of rental assistance and supportive serv-
ices to eligible Indian veterans under the
Program.

¢“(IT) INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE.—The Director
of the Indian Health Service shall provide
any assistance requested by the Secretary or
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs in carrying
out the Program.

“(viii) WAIVER.—

‘() IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subclause (II), the Secretary may waive or
specify alternative requirements for any pro-
vision of law (including regulations) that the
Secretary administers in connection with
the use of rental assistance made available
under the Program if the Secretary finds
that the waiver or alternative requirement is
necessary for the effective delivery and ad-
ministration of rental assistance under the
Program to eligible Indian veterans.
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‘(II) EXCEPTION.—The Secretary may not
waive or specify alternative requirements
under subclause (I) for any provision of law
(including regulations) relating to labor
standards or the environment.

“(ix) RENEWAL GRANTS.—The
may—

“(I) set aside, from amounts made avail-
able for tenant-based rental assistance under
this subsection and without regard to the
amounts used for new grants under clause
(ii), such amounts as may be necessary to
award renewal grants to eligible recipients
that received a grant under the Program in
a previous year; and

“‘(IT) specify criteria that an eligible recipi-
ent must satisfy to receive a renewal grant
under subclause (I), including providing data
on how the eligible recipient used the
amounts of any grant previously received
under the Program.

“(x) REPORTING.—

‘“(I) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this subpara-
graph, and every b years thereafter, the Sec-
retary, in coordination with the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs and the Director of the In-
dian Health Service, shall—

‘‘(aa) conduct a review of the implementa-
tion of the Program, including any factors
that may have limited its success; and

‘““(bb) submit a report describing the re-
sults of the review under item (aa) to—

‘““(AA) the Committee on Indian Affairs,
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs, the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, and the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate; and

‘(BB) the Subcommittee on Indian, Insular
and Alaska Native Affairs of the Committee
on Natural Resources, the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services, the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives.

“(II) ANALYSIS OF HOUSING STOCK LIMITA-
TION.—The Secretary shall include in the ini-
tial report submitted under subclause (I) a
description of—

‘‘(aa) any regulations governing the use of
formula current assisted stock (as defined in
section 1000.314 of title 24, Code of Federal
Regulations (or any successor regulation))
within the Program;

‘“‘(bb) the number of recipients of grants
under the Program that have reported the
regulations described in item (aa) as a bar-
rier to implementation of the Program; and

‘‘(cc) proposed alternative legislation or
regulations developed by the Secretary in
consultation with recipients of grants under
the Program to allow the use of formula cur-
rent assisted stock within the Program.”.
SEC. 11022. CONTINUUM OF CARE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) the terms ‘‘collaborative applicant’ and
‘“‘eligible entity” have the meanings given
those terms in section 401 of the McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C.
11360); and

(2) the terms ‘‘Indian tribe’’ and ‘‘tribally
designated housing entity’’ have the mean-
ings given those terms in section 4 of the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and Self-
Determination Act of 1996 (25 U.S.C. 4103).

(b) NONAPPLICATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWS.—With respect to the funds made
available for the Continuum of Care program
authorized under subtitle C of title IV of the
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the heading
‘“‘Homeless Assistance Grants” in the De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development
Appropriations Act, 2021 (Public Law 116-260)
and under section 231 of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Appropria-
tions Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a), title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (42 U.S.C. 2000d et
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seq.) and title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of
1968 (42 U.S.C. 3601 et seq.) shall not apply to
applications by or awards for projects to be
carried out—

(1) on or off reservation or trust lands for
awards made to Indian tribes or tribally des-
ignated housing entities; or

(2) on reservation or trust lands for awards
made to eligible entities.

(c) CERTIFICATION.—With respect to funds
made available for the Continuum of Care
program authorized under subtitle C of title
IV of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11381 et seq.) under the
heading ‘‘Homeless Assistance Grants”
under section 231 of the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development Appropriations
Act, 2020 (42 U.S.C. 11364a)—

(1) applications for projects to be carried
out on reservations or trust land shall con-
tain a certification of consistency with an
approved Indian housing plan developed
under section 102 of the Native American
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination
Act (25 U.S.C. 4112), notwithstanding section
106 of the Cranston-Gonzalez National Af-
fordable Housing Act (42 U.S.C. 12706) and
section 403 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11361);

(2) Indian tribes and tribally designated
housing entities that are recipients of
awards for projects on reservations or trust
land shall certify that they are following an
approved housing plan developed under
sectionl02 of the Native American Housing
Assistance and Self-Determination Act (25
U.S.C. 4112) and

(3) a collaborative applicant for a Con-
tinuum of Care whose geographic area in-
cludes only reservation and trust land is not
required to meet the requirement in section
402(f)(2) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11360a(f)(2)).

SEC. 11023. LEVERAGING.

All funds provided under a grant made pur-
suant to this division or the amendments
made by this division may be used for pur-
poses of meeting matching or cost participa-
tion requirements under any other Federal
or non-Federal program, provided that such
grants made pursuant to the Native Amer-
ican Housing Assistance and Self-Determina-
tion Act of 1996 (256 U.S.C. 4101 et seq.) are
spent in accordance with that Act.

SA 997. Mr. SCHATZ (for himself and
Ms. MURKOWSKI) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . MODIFICATION OF TRIBAL LEASES
AND RIGHTS-OF-WAY ACROSS IN-
DIAN LAND.

(a) EXTENSION OF TRIBAL LEASE PERIOD.—
The first section of the Act of August 9, 1955
(69 Stat. 539, chapter 615; 25 U.S.C. 415) (com-
monly known as the ‘“Long-Term Leasing
Act”), is amended—

(1) by striking ‘““That (a)”’ and all that fol-
lows through the end of subsection (a) and
inserting the following:

“SECTION 1. LEASES OF RESTRICTED LAND.

‘‘(a) AUTHORIZED PURPOSES; TERM; AP-
PROVAL BY SECRETARY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Any restricted Indian
lands, regardless of whether that land is trib-
ally or individually owned, may be leased by
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the Indian owner of the land, with the ap-
proval of the Secretary, for—

‘““(A) a public, religious, educational, rec-
reational, residential, business, or grazing
purposes; or

‘“(B) a farming purpose that requires the
making of a substantial investment in the
improvement of the land for the production
of 1 or more specialized crops as determined
by the Secretary.

‘(2) INCLUSIONS.—A lease under paragraph
(1) may include the development or use of
natural resources in connection with oper-
ations under that lease.

“(3) TERM.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
subparagraph (B), a lease under paragraph (1)
shall be for a term of not more than 99 years,
including any renewals.

‘(B) EXCEPTION FOR GRAZING PURPOSES.—A
lease under paragraph (1) for grazing pur-
poses may be for a term of not more than 10
years, including any renewals.

‘“(4) REQUIREMENT.—Each lease and re-
newal under this subsection shall be made in
accordance with such terms and regulations
as may be prescribed by the Secretary.

‘() CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL.—Before the
approval of any lease or renewal of an exist-
ing lease pursuant to this subsection, the
Secretary shall determine that adequate
consideration has been given to—

““(A) relationship between the use of the
leased lands and the use of neighboring land;

‘“(B) the height, quality, and safety of any
structures or other facilities to be con-
structed on the leased land;

‘(C) the availability of police and fire pro-
tection and other services on the leased land;

‘(D) the availability of judicial forums for
all criminal and civil causes of action arising
on the leased land; and

“‘(E) the effects on the environment of the
uses to which the leased lands will be sub-
ject.”;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) by striking ‘‘(b) Any lease’ and insert-
ing the following:

“(b) EXCEPTION
PROVAL.—AnNy lease’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘of the Interior’’ each place
it appears; and

(C) by striking ‘‘clause (3)” and inserting
‘“‘paragraph’’;

(3) by redesignating subsections (a), (b),
(c), and (d) as subsections (b), (¢), (d), and (a),
respectively, and moving the subsections so
as to appear in alphabetical order;

(4) by striking ‘‘subsection (a)’’ each place
it appears and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)”’;
and

(5) in subsection (h)(1)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘and the term of the lease
does not exceed—’ and inserting a period;
and

(B) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B).

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 2 of
the Act of August 9, 1955 (69 Stat. 539, chap-
ter 615; 25 U.S.C. 415a) (commonly known as
the ‘“‘Long-Term Leasing Act’’), is amended
by inserting ‘‘of the Interior’” after ‘‘Sec-
retary’’ each place it appears.

(¢) MODIFICATIONS OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY
ACROSS INDIAN LAND.—The Act of February
5, 1948 (62 Stat. 17, chapter 45), is amended—

(1) in the first section (62 Stat. 17, chapter
45; 25 U.S.C. 323), by striking ‘‘That the Sec-
retary of the Interior be, and he is hereby,
empowered to’’ and inserting the following:
“SECTION 1. RIGHTS-OF-WAY FOR ALL PURPOSES

ACROSS INDIAN LAND.

‘“‘(a) RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—The Secretary of the
Interior may’’;

(2) in section 2 (62 Stat. 18, chapter 45; 25
U.S.C. 324), by striking ‘“‘organized under the
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Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amend-
ed; the Act of May 1, 1936 (49 Stat. 1250); or
the Act of June 26, 1936 (49 Stat. 1967),”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 8. TRIBAL GRANTS OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY.

‘“‘(a) RIGHTS-OF-WAY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
an Indian tribe may grant a right-of-way
over and across the Tribal land of the Indian
tribe for any purpose.

‘“(2) AUTHORITY.—A right-of-way granted
under paragraph (1) shall not require the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior or a
grant by the Secretary of the Interior under
the section 1 if the right-of-way granted
under paragraph (1) is executed in accord-
ance with a Tribal regulation approved by
the Secretary of the Interior under sub-
section (b).

““(b) REVIEW OF TRIBAL REGULATIONS.—

‘(1) TRIBAL REGULATION SUBMISSION AND
APPROVAL.—

‘“(A) SUBMISSION.—AnN Indian tribe seeking
to grant a right-of-way under subsection (a)
shall submit for approval a Tribal regulation
governing the granting of rights-of-way over
and across the Tribal land of the Indian
tribe.

‘“(B) APPROVAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the Secretary of the Interior shall have the
authority to approve or disapprove any Trib-
al regulation submitted under subparagraph
(A).

“(2) CONSIDERATIONS FOR APPROVAL.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior shall approve a Tribal regulation sub-
mitted under paragraph (1)(A), if the Tribal
regulation—

‘(i) is consistent with any regulations (or
successor regulations) issued by the Sec-
retary of the Interior under section 4;

‘‘(ii) provides for an environmental review
process that includes—

““(I) the identification and evaluation of
any significant impacts the proposed action
may have on the environment; and

‘‘(IT) a process for ensuring—

‘‘(aa) that the public is informed of, and
has a reasonable opportunity to comment
on, any significant environmental impacts of
the proposed action identified by the Indian
tribe under subclause (I); and

‘“‘(bb) the Indian tribe provides a response
to each relevant and substantive public com-
ment on the significant environmental im-
pacts identified by the Indian tribe under
subclause (I) before the Indian tribe approves
the right-of-way.

‘“(B) STATUTORY EXEMPTIONS.—The Sec-
retary of the Interior, in making an approval
decision under this subsection, shall not be
subject to—

‘(i) the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.);

‘‘(ii) section 306108 of title 54,
States Code; or

‘“(iii) the Endangered Species Act of 1973
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

‘“(3) REVIEW PROCESS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the Indian tribe sub-
mits a Tribal regulation to the Secretary of
the Interior under paragraph (1)(A), the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall—

‘(i) review the Tribal regulation;

‘“(ii) approve or disapprove the Tribal regu-
lation; and

‘‘(iii) notify the Indian tribe that sub-
mitted the Tribal regulation of the approval
or disapproval.

‘(B) WRITTEN DOCUMENTATION.—If the Sec-
retary of the Interior disapproves a Tribal
regulation submitted under paragraph (1)(A),
the Secretary of the Interior shall include
with the disapproval notification under sub-
paragraph (A)(iii) written documentation de-
scribing the basis for the disapproval.
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‘(C) EXTENSION.—The Secretary of the In-
terior may, after consultation with the In-
dian tribe that submitted a Tribal regulation
under paragraph (1)(A), extend the 180-day
period described in subparagraph (A).

‘(4) FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—
Notwithstanding paragraphs (2) and (3), if an
Indian tribe carries out a project or activity
funded by a Federal agency, the Indian tribe
may rely on the environmental review proc-
ess of the applicable Federal agency rather
than any Tribal environmental review proc-
ess required under this subsection.

‘“(c) DOCUMENTATION.—An Indian tribe
granting a right-of-way under subsection (a)
shall provide to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior—

“(1) a copy of the right-of-way, including
any amendments or renewals; and

“(2) if the right-of-way allows for com-
pensation to be made directly to the Indian
tribe, documentation of payments that are
sufficient, as determined by the Secretary of
the Interior, as to enable the Secretary of
the Interior to discharge the trust responsi-
bility of the United States under subsection
(d).
¢(d) TRUST RESPONSIBILITY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The United States shall
not be liable for losses sustained by any
party to a right-of-way granted under sub-
section (a).

‘“(2) AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the author-
ity of the Secretary of the Interior to fulfill
the trust obligation of the United States to
the applicable Indian tribe under Federal law
(including regulations), the Secretary of the
Interior may, on reasonable notice from the
applicable Indian tribe and at the discretion
of the Secretary of the Interior, enforce the
provisions of, or cancel, any right-of-way
granted by the Indian tribe under subsection
(a).

“(B) AUTHORITY.—The enforcement or can-
cellation of a right-of-way under subpara-
graph (A) shall be conducted using regu-
latory procedures issued under section 6.

‘‘(e) COMPLIANCE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—An interested party,
after exhaustion of any applicable Tribal
remedies, may submit a petition to the Sec-
retary of the Interior, at such time and in
such form as determined by the Secretary of
the Interior, to review the compliance of an
applicable Indian tribe with a Tribal regula-
tion approved by the Secretary of the Inte-
rior under subsection (b).

‘“(2) VIOLATIONS.—If the Secretary of the
Interior determines that a Tribal regulation
was violated after conducting a review under
paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Interior
may take any action the Secretary of the In-
terior determines to be necessary to remedy
the violation, including rescinding the ap-
proval of the Tribal regulation and re-
assuming responsibility for approving rights-
of-way through the trust land of the applica-
ble Indian tribe.

‘(3) DOCUMENTATION.—If the Secretary of
the Interior determines that a Tribal regula-
tion was violated after conducting a review
under paragraph (1), the Secretary of the In-
terior shall—

““(A) provide written documentation, with
respect to the Tribal regulation that has
been violated, to the appropriate interested
party and Indian tribe;

‘(B) provide the applicable Indian tribe
with a written notice of the alleged viola-
tion; and

‘“(C) prior to the exercise of any remedy,
including rescinding the approval for the ap-
plicable Tribal regulation or reassuming re-
sponsibility for approving rights-of-way
through the trust land of the applicable In-
dian tribe, provide the applicable Indian
tribe with—
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‘(i) a hearing that is on the record; and

‘“(ii) a reasonable opportunity to cure the
alleged violation.

““(f) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Nothing in this sec-
tion affects the application of any Tribal
regulations issued under Federal environ-
mental law.

‘(g) EFFECT OF TRIBAL REGULATIONS.—AnN
approved Tribal regulation under subsection
(b) shall not preclude an Indian tribe from,
in the discretion of the Indian tribe, con-
senting to the grant of a right-of-way by the
Secretary of the Interior under the section 1.

“(h) TERMS OF RIGHT-OF-WAY.—The com-
pensation for, and terms of, a right-of-way
granted under subsection (a) will be deter-
mined by—

‘(1) negotiations by the Indian tribe; or

‘“(2) the regulations of the Indian tribe.

‘(i) JURISDICTION.—The grant of a right-of-
way under subsection (a) does not waive the
sovereign immunity of the Indian tribe or di-
minish the jurisdiction of that Indian tribe
over the Tribal land subject to the right-of-
way, unless otherwise provided in—

‘(1) the grant of the right-of-way; or

‘“(2) the regulations of the Indian tribe.”.

SA 998. Mr. SULLIVAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1025. OVERSEAS MAINTENANCE OF CERTAIN
NAVAL VESSELS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 8680(a) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘““A naval
vessel” and inserting ‘‘Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) through (4), a naval vessel’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

““(4)(A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), any
conventionally-powered surface naval vessel
operating in the Seventh Fleet Area of Re-
sponsibility may be maintained (including
overhauls) in Japan if the Secretary of the
Navy determines that a delay of longer than
1 year is expected before a shipyard located
in the United States or in Guam is available
to perform such maintenance on such vessel.

“(B) Not later than 6 months after the ini-
tiation of maintenance in Japan on any ves-
sel described in subparagraph (A), the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall submit a report to
Congress describing the progress that has
been made in addressing the maintenance
backlog for naval vessels at shipyards in the
United States.”.

(b) SUNSET.—The amendments made sub-
section (a) shall remain in effect until the
date that is 5 years after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

SA 999. Mr. RISCH (for Mr. BARRASSO
(for himself, Mr. MANCHIN, and Mr.
RISCH)) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by Mr. Risch to
the bill S. 2226, to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2024 for military
activities of the Department of De-
fense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place in title XXXI, in-
sert the following:

SEC. 31 . U.S. NUCLEAR FUEL SECURITY INI-
TIATIVE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘““Nuclear Fuel Security Act of
2023".

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the Department should—

(A) prioritize activities to increase domes-
tic production of low-enriched uranium; and

(B) accelerate efforts to establish a domes-
tic high-assay, low-enriched uranium enrich-
ment capability; and

(2) if domestic enrichment of high-assay,
low-enriched uranium will not be commer-
cially available at the scale needed in time
to meet the needs of the advanced nuclear
reactor demonstration projects of the De-
partment, the Secretary shall consider and
implement, as necessary—

(A) all viable options to make high-assay,
low-enriched uranium produced from inven-
tories owned by the Department available in
a manner that is sufficient to maximize the
potential for the Department to meet the
needs and schedules of advanced nuclear re-
actor developers, without impacting existing
Department missions, until such time that
commercial enrichment and deconversion ca-
pability for high-assay, low-enriched ura-
nium exists at a scale sufficient to meet fu-
ture needs; and

(B) all viable options for partnering with
countries that are allies or partners of the
United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules until that time.

(¢) OBJECTIVES.—The objectives of this sec-
tion are—

(1) to expeditiously increase domestic pro-
duction of low-enriched uranium;

(2) to expeditiously increase domestic pro-
duction of high-assay, low-enriched uranium
by an annual quantity, and in such form, de-
termined by the Secretary to be sufficient to
meet the needs of—

(A) advanced nuclear reactor developers;
and

(B) the consortium;

(3) to ensure the availability of domesti-
cally produced, converted, enriched,
deconverted, and reduced uranium in a quan-
tity determined by the Secretary, in con-
sultation with U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies, to be sufficient to address a reasonably
anticipated supply disruption;

(4) to address gaps and deficiencies in the
domestic production, conversion, enrich-
ment, deconversion, and reduction of ura-
nium by partnering with countries that are
allies or partners of the United States if do-
mestic options are not practicable;

(5) to ensure that, in the event of a supply
disruption in the nuclear fuel market, a re-
serve of nuclear fuels is available to serve as
a backup supply to support the nuclear non-
proliferation and civil nuclear energy objec-
tives of the Department;

(6) to support enrichment, deconversion,
and reduction technology deployed in the
United States; and

(7) to ensure that, until such time that do-
mestic enrichment and deconversion of high-
assay, low-enriched wuranium is commer-
cially available at the scale needed to meet
the needs of advanced nuclear reactor devel-
opers, the Secretary considers and imple-
ments, as necessary—

(A) all viable options to make high-assay,
low-enriched uranium produced from inven-
tories owned by the Department available in
a manner that is sufficient to maximize the
potential for the Department to meet the
needs and schedules of advanced nuclear re-
actor developers; and

(B) all viable options for partnering with
countries that are allies or partners of the
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United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADVANCED NUCLEAR REACTOR.—The term
‘‘advanced nuclear reactor’ has the meaning
given the term in section 951(b) of the En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 16271(b)).

(2) ASSOCIATED ENTITY.—The term ‘‘associ-
ated entity’” means an entity that—

(A) is owned, controlled, or dominated by—

(i) the government of a country that is an
ally or partner of the United States; or

(ii) an associated individual; or

(B) is organized under the laws of, or other-
wise subject to the jurisdiction of, a country
that is an ally or partner of the United
States, including a corporation that is incor-
porated in such a country.

(3) ASSOCIATED INDIVIDUAL.—The term ‘‘as-
sociated individual” means an alien who is a
national of a country that is an ally or part-
ner of the United States.

(4) CONSORTIUM.—The term ‘‘consortium’’
means the consortium established under sec-
tion 2001(a)(2)(F') of the Energy Act of 2020 (42
U.S.C. 16281(a)(2)(F)).

(5) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’’
means the Department of Energy.

(6) HIGH-ASSAY, LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM;
HALEU.—The term ‘high-assay, low-enriched
uranium” or “HALEU” means high-assay
low-enriched uranium (as defined in section
2001(d) of the Energy Act of 2020 (42 U.S.C.
16281(d))).

(7) LOW-ENRICHED URANIUM; LEU.—The term
“low-enriched uranium” or “LEU” means
each of—

(A) low-enriched uranium (as defined in
section 3102 of the USEC Privatization Act
(42 U.S.C. 2297h)); and

(B) low-enriched uranium (as defined in
section 3112A(a) of that Act (42 U.S.C. 2297Th—
10a(a))).

(8) PROGRAMS.—The
means—

(A) the Nuclear Fuel Security Program es-
tablished under subsection (e)(1);

(B) the American Assured Fuel Supply Pro-
gram of the Department; and

(C) the HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reac-
tor Demonstration Projects Program estab-
lished under subsection (e)(3).

(9) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of Energy.

(10) U.S. NUCLEAR ENERGY COMPANY.—The
term ‘‘U.S. nuclear energy company’’ means
a company that—

(A) is organized under the laws of, or oth-
erwise subject to the jurisdiction of, the
United States; and

(B) is involved in the nuclear energy indus-
try.

(e) ESTABLISHMENT AND EXPANSION OF PRO-
GRAMS.—The Secretary, consistent with the
objectives described in subsection (c), shall—

(1) establish a program, to be known as the
‘““Nuclear Fuel Security Program’, to in-
crease the quantity of LEU and HALEU pro-
duced by U.S. nuclear energy companies;

(2) expand the American Assured Fuel Sup-
ply Program of the Department to ensure
the availability of domestically produced,
converted, enriched, deconverted, and re-
duced uranium in the event of a supply dis-
ruption; and

(3) establish a program, to be known as the
“HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reactor
Demonstration Projects Program’—

(A) to maximize the potential for the De-
partment to meet the needs and schedules of
advanced nuclear reactor developers until
such time that commercial enrichment and
deconversion capability for HALEU exists in
the United States at a scale sufficient to
meet future needs; and

(B) where practicable, to partner with
countries that are allies or partners of the

term ‘‘Programs’’

‘““‘Secretary’’
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United States to meet those needs and sched-
ules until that time.

(f) NUCLEAR FUEL SECURITY PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the Nu-
clear Fuel Security Program, the Sec-
retary—

(A) shall—

(i) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, enter into 2 or more
contracts to begin acquiring not less than
100 metric tons per year of LEU by December
31, 2026 (or the earliest operationally feasible
date thereafter), to ensure diversity of sup-
ply in domestic uranium mining, conversion,
enrichment, and deconversion capacity and
technologies, including new capacity, among
U.S. nuclear energy companies;

(ii) not later than 180 days after the date of
enactment of this Act, enter into 2 or more
contracts with members of the consortium
to begin acquiring not less than 20 metric
tons per year of HALEU by December 31, 2027
(or the earliest operationally feasible date
thereafter), from U.S. nuclear energy compa-
nies;

(iii) utilize only uranium produced, con-
verted, enriched, deconverted, and reduced
in—

(I) the United States; or

(IT) if domestic options are not practicable,
a country that is an ally or partner of the
United States; and

(iv) to the maximum extent practicable,
ensure that the use of domestic uranium uti-
lized as a result of that program does not
negatively affect the economic operation of
nuclear reactors in the United States; and

(B)(i) may not make commitments under
this subsection (including cooperative agree-
ments (used in accordance with section 6305
of title 31, United States Code), purchase
agreements, guarantees, leases, service con-
tracts, or any other type of commitment) for
the purchase or other acquisition of HALEU
or LEU unless—

(I) funds are specifically provided for those
purposes in advance in appropriations Acts
enacted after the date of enactment of this
Act; or

(IT) the commitment is funded entirely by
funds made available to the Secretary from
the account described in subsection (j)(2)(B);
and

(ii) may make a commitment described in
clause (i) only—

(I) if the full extent of the anticipated
costs stemming from the commitment is re-
corded as an obligation at the time that the
commitment is made; and

(IT) to the extent of that up-front obliga-
tion recorded in full at that time.

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1)(A)(ii), the Secretary shall consider
and, if appropriate, implement—

(A) options to ensure the quickest avail-
ability of commercially enriched HALEU, in-
cluding—

(i) partnerships between 2 or more com-
mercial enrichers; and

(ii) utilization of up to 10-percent enriched
uranium as feedstock in demonstration-scale
or commercial HALEU enrichment facilities;

(B) options to partner with countries that
are allies or partners of the United States to
provide LEU and HALEU for commercial
purposes;

(C) options that provide for an array of
HALEU—

(i) enrichment levels;

(ii) output levels to meet demand; and

(iii) fuel forms, including uranium metal
and oxide; and

(D) options—

(i) to replenish, as necessary, Department
stockpiles of uranium that were intended to
be downblended for other purposes, but were
instead used in carrying out activities under
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the HALEU for Advanced Nuclear Reactor
Demonstration Projects Program;

(ii) to continue supplying HALEU to meet
the needs of the recipients of an award made
pursuant to the funding opportunity an-
nouncement of the Department numbered
DE-FOA-0002271 for Pathway 1, Advanced
Reactor Demonstrations; and

(iii) to make HALEU available to other ad-
vanced nuclear reactor developers and other
end-users.

(3) AVOIDANCE OF MARKET DISRUPTIONS.—In
carrying out the Nuclear Fuel Security Pro-
gram, the Secretary, to the extent prac-
ticable and consistent with the purposes of
that program, shall not disrupt or replace
market mechanisms by competing with U.S.
nuclear energy companies.

(g) EXPANSION OF THE AMERICAN ASSURED
FUEL SupPLY PROGRAM.—The Secretary, in
consultation with U.S. nuclear energy com-
panies, shall—

(1) expand the American Assured Fuel Sup-
ply Program of the Department by merging
the operations of the Uranium Reserve Pro-
gram of the Department with the American
Assured Fuel Supply Program; and

(2) in carrying out the American Assured
Fuel Supply Program of the Department, as
expanded under paragraph (1)—

(A) maintain, replenish, diversify, or in-
crease the quantity of uranium made avail-
able by that program in a manner deter-
mined by the Secretary to be consistent with
the purposes of that program and the objec-
tives described in subsection (c);

(B) utilize only uranium produced, con-
verted, enriched, deconverted, and reduced
in—

(i) the United States; or

(ii) if domestic options are not practicable,
a country that is an ally or partner of the
United States;

(C) make uranium available from the
American Assured Fuel Supply, subject to
terms and conditions determined by the Sec-
retary to be reasonable and appropriate;

(D) refill and expand the supply of uranium
in the American Assured Fuel Supply, in-
cluding by maintaining a limited reserve of
uranium to address a potential event in
which a domestic or foreign recipient of ura-
nium experiences a supply disruption for
which uranium cannot be obtained through
normal market mechanisms or under normal
market conditions; and

(E) take other actions that the Secretary
determines to be necessary or appropriate to
address the purposes of that program and the
objectives described in subsection (c).

(h) HALEU FOR ADVANCED NUCLEAR REAC-
TOR DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS PROGRAM.—

(1) ACTIVITIES.—On enactment of this Act,
the Secretary shall immediately accelerate
and, as necessary, initiate activities to make
available from inventories or stockpiles
owned by the Department and made avail-
able to the consortium, HALEU for use in
advanced nuclear reactors that cannot oper-
ate on uranium with lower enrichment levels
or on alternate fuels, with priority given to
the awards made pursuant to the funding op-
portunity announcement of the Department
numbered DE-FOA-0002271 for Pathway 1,
Advanced Reactor Demonstrations, with ad-
ditional HALEU to be made available to
other advanced nuclear reactor developers,
as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate.

(2) QUANTITY.—In carrying out activities
under this subsection, the Secretary shall
consider and implement, as necessary, all
viable options to make HALEU available in
quantities and forms sufficient to maximize
the potential for the Department to meet the
needs and schedules of advanced nuclear re-
actor developers, including by seeking to
make available—
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(A) by September 30, 2024, not less than 3
metric tons of HALEU;

(B) by December 31, 2025, not less than an
additional 8 metric tons of HALEU; and

(C) by June 30, 2026, not less than an addi-
tional 10 metric tons of HALEU.

(3) FACTORS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In car-
rying out activities under this subsection,
the Secretary shall take into consideration—

(A) options for providing HALEU from a
stockpile of uranium owned by the Depart-
ment, including—

(i) uranium that has been declared excess
to national security needs during or prior to
fiscal year 2023;

(ii) uranium that—

(I) directly meets the needs of advanced
nuclear reactor developers; but

(IT) has been previously used or fabricated
for another purpose;

(iii) uranium that can meet the needs of
advanced nuclear reactor developers after re-
moving radioactive or other contaminants
that resulted from previous use or fabrica-
tion of the fuel for research, development,
demonstration, or deployment activities of
the Department, including activities that re-
duce the environmental liability of the De-
partment by accelerating the processing of
uranium from stockpiles designated as
waste;

(iv) uranium from a high-enriched uranium
stockpile (excluding stockpiles intended for
national security needs), which can be blend-
ed with lower assay uranium to become
HALEU to meet the needs of advanced nu-
clear reactor developers; and

(v) uranium from stockpiles intended for
other purposes (excluding stockpiles in-
tended for national security needs), but for
which uranium could be swapped or replaced
in time in such a manner that would not
negatively impact the missions of the De-
partment;

(B) options for expanding, or establishing
new, capabilities or infrastructure to support
the processing of uranium from Department
inventories;

(C) options for accelerating the avail-
ability of HALEU from HALEU enrichment
demonstration projects of the Department;

(D) options for providing HALEU from do-
mestically enriched HALEU procured by the
Department through a competitive process
pursuant to the Nuclear Fuel Security Pro-
gram established under subsection (e)(1);

(E) options to replenish, as needed, Depart-
ment stockpiles of uranium made available
pursuant to subparagraph (A) with domesti-
cally enriched HALEU procured by the De-
partment through a competitive process pur-
suant to the Nuclear Fuel Security Program
established under subsection (e)(1); and

(F) options that combine 1 or more of the
approaches described in subparagraphs (A)
through (E) to meet the deadlines described
in paragraph (2).

(4) LIMITATIONS.—

(A) CERTAIN SERVICES.—The Secretary
shall not barter or otherwise sell or transfer
uranium in any form in exchange for services
relating to—

(i) the final disposition of radioactive
waste from uranium that is the subject of a
contract for sale, resale, transfer, or lease
under this subsection; or

(ii) environmental cleanup activities.

(B) CERTAIN COMMITMENTS.—In carrying
out activities under this subsection, the Sec-
retary—

(i) may not make commitments under this
subsection (including cooperative agree-
ments (used in accordance with section 6305
of title 31, United States Code), purchase
agreements, guarantees, leases, service con-
tracts, or any other type of commitment) for
the purchase or other acquisition of HALEU
or LEU unless—
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(I) funds are specifically provided for those
purposes in advance in appropriations Acts
enacted after the date of enactment of this
Act; or

(IT) the commitment is funded entirely by
funds made available to the Secretary from
the account described in subsection (j)(2)(B);
and

(ii) may make a commitment described in
clause (i) only—

(I) if the full extent of the anticipated
costs stemming from the commitment is re-
corded as an obligation at the time that the
commitment is made; and

(IT) to the extent of that up-front obliga-
tion recorded in full at that time.

(5) SUNSET.—The authority of the Sec-
retary to carry out activities under this sub-
section shall terminate on the date on which
the Secretary notifies Congress that the
HALEU needs of advanced nuclear reactor
developers can be fully met by commercial
HALEU suppliers in the United States, as de-
termined by the Secretary, in consultation
with U.S. nuclear energy companies.

(i) DOMESTIC SOURCING CONSIDERATIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraph (2), the Secretary may only carry
out an activity in connection with 1 or more
of the Programs if—

(A) the activity promotes manufacturing
in the United States associated with ura-
nium supply chains; or

(B) the activity relies on resources, mate-
rials, or equipment developed or produced—

(i) in the United States; or

(ii) in a country that is an ally or partner
of the United States by—

(I) the government of that country;

(IT) an associated entity; or

(IIT) a U.S. nuclear energy company.

(2) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive the
requirements of paragraph (1) with respect to
an activity if the Secretary determines a
waiver to be necessary to achieve 1 or more
of the objectives described in subsection (c).

(j) REASONABLE COMPENSATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out activities
under this section, the Secretary shall en-
sure that any LEU and HALEU made avail-
able by the Secretary under 1 or more of the
Programs is subject to reasonable compensa-
tion, taking into account the fair market
value of the LEU or HALEU and the purposes
of this section.

(2) AVAILABILITY OF CERTAIN FUNDS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
3302(b) of title 31, United States Code, reve-
nues received by the Secretary from the sale
or transfer of fuel feed material acquired by
the Secretary pursuant to a contract entered
into under clause (i) or (ii) of subsection
(H)(1)(A) shall—

(i) be deposited in the account described in
subparagraph (B);

(ii) be available to the Secretary for car-
rying out the purposes of this section, to re-
duce the need for further appropriations for
those purposes; and

(iii) remain available until expended.

(B) REVOLVING FUND.—There is established
in the Treasury an account into which the
revenues described in subparagraph (A) shall
be—

(i) deposited in accordance with clause (i)
of that subparagraph; and

(ii) made available in accordance with
clauses (ii) and (iii) of that subparagraph.

(k) NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION.—
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission shall
prioritize and expedite consideration of any
action related to the Programs to the extent
permitted under the Atomic Energy Act of
1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) and related stat-
utes.

(1) USEC PRIVATIZATION AcT.—The require-
ments of section 3112(d)(2) of the USEC Pri-
vatization Act (42 U.S.C. 2297h-10(d)(2)) shall
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not apply to activities related to the Pro-
grams.

(m) NATIONAL SECURITY NEEDS.—The Sec-
retary shall only make available to a mem-
ber of the consortium under this section for
commercial use or use in a demonstration
project material that the President has de-
termined is not necessary for national secu-
rity needs during or prior to fiscal year 2023,
subject to the condition that the material
made available shall not include any mate-
rial that the Secretary determines to be nec-
essary for the National Nuclear Security Ad-
ministration or any critical mission of the
Department.

(n) INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS.—This sec-
tion shall be applied in a manner consistent
with the obligations of the United States
under international agreements.

(0) REPORT ON CIVIL NUCLEAR CREDIT PRO-
GRAM.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to the appropriate committees of
Congress a report that identifies the antici-
pated funding requirements for the civil nu-
clear credit program described in section
40323 of the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (42 U.S.C. 18753), taking into ac-
count—

(1) the zero-emission nuclear power produc-
tion credit authorized by section 45U of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986; and

(2) any increased fuel costs associated with
the use of domestic fuel that may arise from
the implementation of that program.

(p) SUPPLY CHAIN INFRASTRUCTURE AND
WORKFORCE CAPACITY BUILDING.—

(1) SUPPLY CHAIN INFRASTRUCTURE.—Sec-
tion 10781(b)(1) of Public Law 117-167 (com-
monly known as the ‘“CHIPS and Science
Act of 2022”) (42 U.S.C. 19351(b)(1)) is amend-
ed by striking ‘“‘and demonstration of ad-
vanced nuclear reactors” and inserting
‘“‘demonstration, and deployment of ad-
vanced nuclear reactors and associated sup-
ply chain infrastructure’.

(2) WORKFORCE CAPACITY BUILDING.—Sec-
tion 954(b) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005
(42 U.S.C. 16274(b)) is amended—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking
“Graduate’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘graduate’ each place it
appears;

(C) in paragraph (2)(A), by inserting ‘‘com-
munity colleges, trade schools, registered
apprenticeship programs, pre-apprenticeship
programs,’”’ after ‘‘universities,’’;

(D) in paragraph (3), by striking 2021
through 2025 and inserting 2023 through
2027’;

(E) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and

(F) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘““(A) Focus AREAS.—In carrying out the
subprogram under this subsection, the Sec-
retary may implement traineeships in focus
areas that, in the determination of the Sec-
retary, are necessary to support the nuclear
energy sector in the United States, includ-
ing—

‘(i) research and development;

“‘(ii) construction and operation;

‘‘(iii) associated supply chains; and

‘“(iv) workforce training and retraining to
support transitioning workforces.”’.

SA 1000. Ms. LUMMIS (for herself,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
MARSHALL) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by her to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

Subtitle

01. CRYPTO ASSET ANTI-MONEY LAUN-
DERING EXAMINATION STANDARDS.

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Treasury, in consultation with the Con-
ference of State Bank Supervisors and Fed-
eral functional regulators, as defined in sec-
tion 1010.100 of title 31, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, shall establish a risk-focused exam-
ination and review process for financial in-
stitutions, as defined in that section, to as-
sess the following relating to crypto assets,
as determined by the Secretary:

(1) The adequacy of reporting obligations
and anti-money laundering programs under
subsections (g) and (h) of section 5318 of title
31, United States Code, respectively as ap-
plied to those institutions.

(2) Compliance of those institutions with
anti-money laundering and countering the fi-
nancing of terrorism requirements under
subchapter II of chapter 53 of title 31, United
States Code.

SEC. 02. COMBATING ANONYMOUS CRYPTO
ASSET TRANSACTIONS.

Not later than 1 year after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Treasury shall submit a report and provide a
briefing, as determined by the Secretary, to
the Committee on Banking, Housing and
Urban Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives that assess the following
issues:

(1) Categories of anonymity-enhancing
technologies or services used in connection
with crypto assets, such as mixers and tum-
blers, in use as of the date on which the re-
port is submitted.

(2) As data are available, estimates of the
magnitude of transactions related to the cat-
egories in paragraph (1) that are believed to
be connected, directly or indirectly, to illicit
finance, including crypto asset transaction
volumes associated with sanctioned entities
and entities subject to special measures pur-
suant to section 5318A of title 31, United
States Code, and a description of any limita-
tions applicable to the data used in such es-
timates.

(3) Categories of privacy-enhancing tech-
nologies or services used in connection with
crypto assets in use as of the date on which
the report is submitted.

(4) Legislative and regulatory approaches
employed by other jurisdictions relating to
the technologies and services described in
paragraphs (1) and (3).

(5) Recommendations for legislation or
regulation relating to the technologies and
services described in paragraphs (1) and (3).

—Crypto Assets
SEC.

SA 1001. Mr. OSSOFF (for himself
and Mr. WARNOCK) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in title XXVIII,
insert the following:
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. PROHIBITION ON CLOSURE OF COM-
BAT READINESS TRAINING CEN-
TERS.

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall not close, or prepare to close,
any combat readiness training center.

(b) WAIVER.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may waive the prohibition under sub-
section (a) with respect to a combat readi-
ness training center if the Secretary submits
to the congressional defense committees the
following:

(1) A certification that—

(A) the closure of the center would not be
in violation of section 2687 of title 10, United
States Code; and

(B) the support capabilities provided by the
center will not be diminished as a result of
the closure of the center.

(2) A report that includes—

(A) a detailed business case analysis for
the closure of the center; and

(B) an assessment of the effects the closure
of the center would have on training units of
the Armed Forces, including any active duty
units that may use the center.

SEC. 28

SA 1002. Mr. MERKLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle D of
title XXXI, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . PROHIBITION ON EXPORTS OF
LIQUEFIED NATURAL GAS TO CER-
TAIN COUNTRIES.

(a) PROHIBITIONS.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, unless a waiver has
been issued under subsection (b), no person
or entity may export liquefied natural gas—

(1) to any entity that is under the owner-
ship or control of the Chinese Communist
Party, the People’s Republic of China, the
Russian Federation, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, or the Islamic Republic of
Iran; or

(2) except on the condition that such lique-
fied natural gas will not be exported to the
People’s Republic of China, the Russian Fed-
eration, the Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, or the Islamic Republic of Iran.

(b) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—On application by an ex-
porter, the Secretary of Energy may waive,
prior to the date of the applicable contract,
the prohibitions described in subsection (a)
with respect to the sale of liquefied natural
gas.

(2) REQUIREMENT.—The Secretary of En-
ergy may issue a waiver under this sub-
section only if the Secretary of Energy de-
termines that the waiver is in the interest of
the national security of the United States.

(3) APPLICATIONS.—An exporter seeking a
waiver under this subsection shall submit to
the Secretary of Energy an application by
such date, in such form, and containing such
information as the Secretary of Energy may
require.

(4) NOTICE TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 15
days after issuing a waiver under this sub-
section, the Secretary of Energy shall pro-
vide a copy of the waiver to the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources of the Sen-
ate and the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives.

SA 1003. Ms. CANTWELL submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed
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by her to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of

title X, insert the following:
SEC. . FLIGHT EDUCATION ACCESS ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Flight Education Access Act”.

(b) INCREASE IN FEDERAL STUDENT LOAN
LIMITS FOR STUDENTS IN FLIGHT EDUCATION
AND TRAINING PROGRAMS.—Section 455 of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e)
is amended—

(1) in subsection (p)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘Each institution” and in-
serting the following:

(1) IN GENERAL.—Each institution’’; and

(B) in paragraph (1) (as designated by sub-
paragraph (A)), by inserting before the pe-
riod at the end the following: ‘‘and, shall,
with respect to Federal Direct Unsubsidized
Stafford Loans made after the date of enact-
ment of the Flight Education Access Act to
an eligible student (as defined in subsection
(r)), comply with the requirements of para-
graph (2)”’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) ADDITIONAL DISCLOSURES.—At or prior
to the disbursement of a Federal Direct Un-
subsidized Stafford Loan after the date of en-
actment of the Flight Education Access Act
to an eligible student (as defined in sub-
section (r)), the following shall be disclosed:

‘“(A) The principal amount of the loan, the
stated interest rate on the loan, the number
of required monthly payments to be made on
the loan (which shall be based on a standard
repayment plan), and the estimated number
of months before the start of the repayment
period for the loan (based on the expected
date on which the repayment period is to
begin or the deferment period is to end, as
applicable).

‘“(B) The estimated balance to be owed by
the borrower on such loan (including, if ap-
plicable, the estimated amount of interest to
be capitalized) as of the scheduled date on
which the repayment period is to begin or
the deferment period is to end, as applicable,
and an estimate of the projected monthly
payment.

‘(C) An estimate of the aggregate amount
the borrower will pay for the loan, including
the total amount of monthly payments made
over the life of the loan plus the amount of
any charges for the loan, such as an origina-
tion fee.”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(r) INCREASE IN LOAN LIMITS FOR STU-
DENTS IN FLIGHT EDUCATION AND TRAINING
PROGRAMS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this Act, the loan limits
for Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford
Loans made after the date of enactment of
the Flight Education Access Act with re-
spect to eligible students shall be subject to
this subsection.

‘“(2) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘‘(A) ELIGIBLE STUDENT.—The term ‘eligible
student’ means a student who is enrolled in
an eligible undergraduate flight education
and training program.

‘(B) ELIGIBLE UNDERGRADUATE FLIGHT EDU-
CATION AND TRAINING PROGRAM.—The term
‘eligible undergraduate flight education and
training program’ means an undergraduate
flight education and training program that
offers training for applicants seeking a com-
mercial pilot certificate and—
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‘(i) during the period beginning on the
date of enactment of the Flight Education
Access Act and ending on the date on which
3 years of data has been collected pursuant
to paragraph (3)(C), that meets all the appli-
cable requirements of this Act; and

‘“(ii) beginning on the date on which 3
years of data has been collected pursuant to
paragraph (3)(C), that meets all the applica-
ble requirements of this Act and has a com-
pletion rate averaged over a 3-year period, as
calculated under paragraph (3)(C) that is
equal to or greater than 70 percent.

“(C) UNDERGRADUATE FLIGHT EDUCATION
AND TRAINING PROGRAM.—The term ‘under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram’—

‘(i) has the meaning given the term by the
Secretary, in consultation with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion;

‘(ii) shall include a flight education and
training program offered by an eligible insti-
tution that is accredited by an accrediting
agency recognized by the Secretary, that—

‘“(I) awards undergraduate certificates or
associate or bachelor degrees; and

“(IT) provides pilot training in accordance
with part 141 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, or any successor regulation; and

‘“(iii) shall not include a flight education
and training program certified under part 61
of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations, or
any successor regulation.

“(3) LOAN LIMITS FOR ELIGIBLE UNDER-
GRADUATE FLIGHT EDUCATION AND TRAINING
PROGRAMS.—

“(A) LIMITS FOR ELIGIBLE STUDENTS WHO
ARE DEPENDENT STUDENTS.—

‘(1) ANNUAL LIMITS.—The maximum annual
amount of Federal Direct Unsubsidized Staf-
ford Loans an eligible student who is a de-
pendent student may borrow in any aca-
demic year (as defined in section 481(a)(2)) or
its equivalent shall be—

‘“(I) in the case of an eligible student at an
eligible institution who has not successfully
completed the first year of an eligible under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram—

“(aa) $13,500, if such student is enrolled in
such a program whose length is at least one
academic year in length; or

‘“(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year;

‘“(IT) in the case of an eligible student at an
eligible institution who has successfully
completed the first year of an eligible under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram but has not yet successfully completed
the remainder of such program—

“(aa) $15,500; or

“(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year;

‘“(IIT) in the case of a student at an eligible
institution who has successfully completed
the first year and second years of an eligible
undergraduate flight education and training
program but has not yet successfully com-
pleted the remainder of such program—

‘‘(aa) $16,500; or

‘“(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
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student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year; and

‘“(IV) in the case of a student at an eligible
institution who has successfully completed
the first, second, and third years of an eligi-
ble undergraduate flight education and
training program but has not yet success-
fully completed the remainder of such pro-
gram—

‘“‘(aa) $15,500; or

““(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year.

‘(i) AGGREGATE LIMITS.—The maximum
aggregate amount of Federal Direct Unsub-
sidized Stafford Loans an eligible student
who is a dependent student may borrow shall
be $65,000.

‘“(B) LIMITS FOR ELIGIBLE STUDENTS WHO
ARE INDEPENDENT STUDENTS.—

‘(i) ANNUAL LIMITS.—The maximum annual
amount of Federal Direct Unsubsidized Staf-
ford Loans an eligible student who is an
independent student may borrow in any aca-
demic year (as defined in section 481(a)(2)) or
its equivalent shall be—

‘“(I) in the case of an eligible student at an
eligible institution who has not successfully
completed the first year of an eligible under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram—

“(aa) $21,500, if such student is enrolled in
such a program whose length is at least one
academic year in length; or

“(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year;

“(IT) in the case of an eligible student at an
eligible institution who has successfully
completed the first year of an eligible under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram but has not yet successfully completed
the remainder of such program—

‘“‘(aa) $25,500; or

‘“(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year;

‘(ITI) in the case of a student at an eligible
institution who has successfully completed
the first year and second years of an eligible
undergraduate flight education and training
program but has not yet successfully com-
pleted the remainder of such program—

“‘(aa) $25,500; or

‘“‘(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year; and

“(IV) in the case of a student at an eligible
institution who has successfully completed
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the first, second, and third years of an eligi-
ble undergraduate flight education and
training program but has not yet success-
fully completed the remainder of such pro-
gram—

‘‘(aa) $22,500; or

““(bb) if such student is enrolled in such a
program that is less than one academic year,
the maximum annual loan amount that such
student may receive may not exceed the
amount that bears the same ratio to the
amount specified in item (aa) as the length
of such program measured in semester, tri-
mester, quarter, or clock hours bears to one
academic year.

‘‘(ii) AGGREGATE LIMITS.—The maximum
aggregate amount of Federal Direct Unsub-
sidized Stafford Loans an eligible student
who is an independent student may borrow
shall be $107,500.

¢“(C) DATA COLLECTION ON, AND CALCULATION
OF, COMPLETION RATES.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall an-
nually calculate the completion rate of each
undergraduate flight education and training
program at each eligible institution based on
the information collected under clause (ii).

“(ii) COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall annually collect informa-
tion, for each academic year, on—

‘“(I) the total number of students enrolled
in an undergraduate flight education and
training program at an eligible institution;
and

““(IT) those students who complete such
program—

‘‘(aa) who earn a private pilot’s certificate
for an airplane category rating with a single-
engine class rating while enrolled in such
program; or

‘“‘(bb) who at the time of enrollment, pos-
sess such a certificate.

¢“(iii) CALCULATION OF COMPLETION RATE.—
To calculate the completion rate described
in clause (i), the Secretary shall—

““(I) consider as having completed, those
students who earn a private pilot’s certifi-
cate for an airplane category rating with a
single-engine class rating, or who at the
time of enrollment possess such a certifi-
cate, and complete the undergraduate flight
education and training program at an eligi-
ble institution—

‘‘(aa) that predominantly awards associate
degrees, within 200 percent of the normal
time for completion;

““(bb) that predominantly awards bachelor
degrees, within 150 percent of the normal
time for completion; and

‘“‘(cc) that predominantly awards under-
graduate certificates, within 200 percent of
the normal time for completion;

“(II) consider as not having completed,
those students who earn a private pilot’s cer-
tificate for an airplane category rating with
a single-engine class rating, or who at the
time of enrollment possess such a certifi-
cate, and who transfer out of the under-
graduate flight education and training pro-
gram to another program at the eligible in-
stitution that is not an undergraduate flight
education and training program or to a pro-
gram that is not an undergraduate flight
education and training program at another
eligible institution; and

“(IIT) not include in the calculation, any
student who—

‘‘(aa) is a foreign national;

““(bb) earns a private pilot’s certificate for
an airplane category rating with a single-en-
gine class rating and transfers out of the un-
dergraduate flight education and training
program to another undergraduate flight
education and training program at a dif-
ferent eligible institution; or

‘“(ce) is enrolled in an undergraduate flight
education and training program and never
earns a private pilot’s certificate for an air-
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plane category rating with a single-engine
class rating.

‘(D) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall re-
quire each undergraduate flight education
and training program that enrolls students
who receive assistance under this part to
provide the data described in this subpara-
graph that is necessary for the completion of
the reporting requirements described in this
subparagraph.

‘“(ii) FORM OF DATA COLLECTION.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe the form and format of
the data required to be provided under this
subparagraph and include, at a minimum,
the following data elements:

‘“(I) Student data elements necessary to
calculate student enrollment, persistence,
retention, transfer, and completion rates.

‘“(IT) Information disaggregated by gender,
race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status.

‘(iii) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than
9 months after the date of enactment of the
Flight Education Access Act and biennially
thereafter, the Secretary shall submit a re-
port to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of
Representatives, and the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives, analyzing and as-
sessing the data collected pursuant to this
subparagraph and conforming to the require-
ments of this subparagraph that shall in-
clude the following:

“(I) An assessment of the effectiveness of
the requirements under this subsection.

“(II) Information on enrollment, persist-
ence, retention, transfer, completion, utili-
zation of Federal financial aid, and unmet fi-
nancial need, including information on appli-
cable institutions.

‘“(I1T) Information on the gender, race, eth-
nicity, and socioeconomic status of students
enrolled in an undergraduate flight edu-
cation and training program.’’.

(c) GAO REPORT.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Comptroller General of the United States
shall—

(1) examine and review the implementation
of this section and the amendments made by
this section, which review shall include—

(A) the number of participating institu-
tions offering undergraduate flight edu-
cation and training programs (as defined in
section 455(r) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087e(r)), as amended by this
section);

(B) the number of students enrolled in such
undergraduate flight education and training
programs, and demographic data regarding
such students;

(C) the level of such students’ participation
in the loan program under part D of title IV
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1087a et seq.), including demographic data as
appropriate; and

(D) feedback from participating institu-
tions regarding the implementation of this
section and the amendments made by this
section;

(2) develop recommendations to the De-
partment of Education on any changes that
should be made to improve the implementa-
tion of this section and the amendments
made by this section; and

(3) prepare and submit a report on the find-
ings and recommendations under paragraphs
(1) and (2) to—

(A) the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Education and the
Workforce and the Committee on Transpor-
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tation and Infrastructure of the House of
Representatives.

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section, or an amendment made by this
section, shall be construed to repeal, amend,
supersede, or affect any pilot training or
qualification provision under existing law.

(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary of Education, in addition to any
amounts otherwise available, to carry out
the amendments made by this section,
$3,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2024 through
2033. Such funds shall be available until ex-
pended.
SEC. . REGIONAL AIR CARRIER PILOT TRAIN-

ING AND DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, not later than 90
days after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Transportation (in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’)
shall establish a pilot program to award
grants to eligible applicants to support pay-
ment of costs—

(1) related to required flight education and
training for aspiring pilots to become em-
ployed by a certificate holder under part 119
of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations,
which conducts scheduled operations under
part 135 or 121 of that title exclusively with
aircraft having a seating capacity of not
more than 80 passengers; and

(2) for the training of pilots employed by a
certificate holder that conducts operations
described in paragraph (1).

(b) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—An application
for a grant under this section shall be sub-
mitted in such form as the Secretary may re-
quire, by an eligible applicant pursuing
flight education or training, including flight
training on regional aircraft, who dem-
onstrates to the Secretary—

(1) documentation of enrollment in an eli-
gible pilot development program described in
subsection (g); and

(2) receipt of direct financial assistance
from a certificate holder for costs described
in subsection (a) relating to flight education
and training to participate in such pilot de-
velopment program.

(¢c) MATCHING FUNDS.—In carrying out the
pilot program established under this section,
the Secretary shall award grants to support
the flight education and training of an eligi-
ble applicant by issuing matching funds for
amounts equal to the amount of direct finan-
cial assistance provided by a certificate
holder that conducts operations described in
subsection (a)(1) for the purposes of partici-
pation in an eligible pilot development pro-
gram, provided that an individual grant for
an eligible applicant provided under this sub-
section does not exceed $30,000. An eligible
applicant may receive no more than one
grant under the pilot program. The Sec-
retary may reserve up to 5 percent of the
funds made available under subsection (j) per
fiscal year to carry out this section and pro-
vide oversight of the program by the Sec-
retary.

(d) USE OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A grant awarded under
this section shall be used to support the
costs of an eligible applicant’s—

(A) flight training services;

(B) program tuition;

(C) training materials;

(D) equipment; or

(E) any other cost associated with expenses
incurred by an eligible applicant for pur-
poses of receiving flight education and train-
ing, including aircraft type training on re-
gional jet aircraft or simulation equipment,
through an eligible pilot development pro-
gram.

(2) RETURN OF GRANT FUNDS.—
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Grant funds disbursed to
an eligible applicant by the Secretary pursu-
ant to subsection (c) that are—

(i) used in violation of paragraph (1);

(ii) not expended as of the earlier of the
date of termination of the eligible appli-
cant’s participation in, or the expiration of,
the pilot program established in subsection
(a); or

(iii) used by an eligible applicant who
withdraws from, or does not complete, flight
education and training,
shall be returned to the Secretary not later
than 30 days after the Secretary issues a
written determination to the eligible appli-
cant stating the necessity for, and compel-
ling the return of, appropriate grant funds.

(B) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary may inves-
tigate any eligible applicants who use grant
funds in violation of paragraph (1).

(e) PREFERENCE FOR EMPLOYMENT WITH RE-
GIONAL AIR CARRIERS.—In awarding grants
under subsection (¢) to an eligible applicant,
the Secretary shall give preferential consid-
eration to an eligible applicant who dem-
onstrates a documented commitment, on a
voluntary basis, to initiate or continue em-
ployment with a certificate holder that con-
ducts operations described in subsection
(a)(1) until such time as the eligible appli-
cant attains the position of captain and
serves in such position for at least 2 years.

(f) CONSIDERATIONS.—In carrying out the
pilot program established under this section,
the Secretary shall consider the following:

(1) Ensuring the issuance of awards reflects
equal consideration of all eligible pilot de-
velopment programs operated by certificate
holders that conducts operations described
in subsection (a)(1) from which eligible appli-
cants could be enrolled in and receive direct
financial assistance for flight education and
training.

(2) Developing and issuing policies, in co-
ordination with eligible pilot development
programs described in subsection (g) that are
operated by such certificate holders, to
verify the use of awarded grant funds by eli-
gible applicants to support costs related to
flight education and training.

(g) ELIGIBLE PILOT DEVELOPMENT PRO-
GRAM.—For purposes of the pilot program es-
tablished under this section, an eligible pilot
development program shall meet the fol-
lowing criteria:

(1) The program shall be operated by, af-
filiated with, or have an agreement with, a
certificate holder that conducts operations
described in subsection (a)(1) for the pur-
poses of conducting flight education and
training and providing student pilots path-
ways for employment with a certificate hold-
er.

(2) The program shall be operated in con-
junction with an eligible institution that—

(A) is accredited by an accrediting agency
recognized by the Secretary of Education
that awards undergraduate certificates or as-
sociate or bachelor’s degrees; or

(B) provides pilot training in accordance
with part 141 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations, or any successor regulation, and
contracts with an eligible institution de-
scribed in subparagraph (A).

(3) The program shall not include a flight
education and training program certified
under part 61 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (or any successor regulation).

(4) The program shall be able to facilitate
an eligible applicant’s ability to fulfill Fed-
eral Aviation Administration flight edu-
cation and training requirements.

(56) The program provides direct financial
assistance to an enrolled eligible applicant
or reimburses an enrolled eligible applicant
for costs associated with expenses incurred
by an enrolled eligible applicant for purposes
of receiving flight education and training.
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(h) CONSOLIDATION OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall provide, in a readily acces-
sible web-based format, consolidated infor-
mation on grants available under the pilot
program established under this section.

(i) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—No later than 5
years after the establishment of the pilot
program under this section, the Secretary
shall submit a report (and provide a briefing)
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation of the Senate and the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure of the House of Representatives on
the progress of the pilot program under this
section, including—

(1) any detailed metrics associated with
the implementation of the pilot program;

(2) the resulting impact on the domestic
regional carrier pilot workforce; and

(3) any related recommendations for future
action to improve the recruitment and reten-
tion of pilots at domestic regional carriers.

(j) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this
section shall be construed to repeal, amend,
supersede, or affect any pilot training or
qualification provision under existing law.

(k) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
There are authorized to be appropriated to
carry out this section $21,000,000 for each of
fiscal years 2024 through 2026, to remain
available until expended.

SA 1004. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle C of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1240A. REPORT ON WAIVERS UNDER SEC-
TION 907 OF THE FREEDOM FOR
RUSSIA AND EMERGING EURASIAN
DEMOCRACIES AND OPEN MARKETS
SUPPORT ACT OF 1992 AND REPORT
ON ACCESS TO THE LACHIN COR-
RIDOR.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that the waiver of section 907 of the
FREEDOM Support Act (Public Law 102-511;
22 U.S.C. 5812 note) has emboldened the Gov-
ernment of Azerbaijan to violate human
rights and international law with impunity,
undermining ongoing efforts to negotiate a
peaceful settlement between Armenia and
Azerbaijan.

(b) REPORTS.—

(1) WAIVERS UNDER SECTION 907 OF THE FREE-
DOM FOR RUSSIA AND EMERGING EURASIAN DE-
MOCRACIES AND OPEN MARKETS SUPPORT ACT
OF 1992.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Secretary of Defense, shall submit a re-
port to the appropriate committees of Con-
gress on United States security assistance
provided to the Government of Azerbaijan
pursuant to the waiver of section 907 of the
FREEDOM Support Act (Public Law 102-511;
22 U.S.C. 5812 note).

(B) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
subparagraph (A) shall address the following:

(i) Documentation of the consideration by
the Secretary of State, during the 5-year pe-
riod ending on the date of the enactment of
this Act, of all requirements relating to the
waiver of section 907 of the FREEDOM Sup-
port Act (Public Law 102-511; 22 U.S.C. 5812
note).

(ii) Program-level detail and end-use moni-
toring reports of security assistance pro-
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vided to the Government of Azerbaijan under
such a waiver during such 5-year period.

(iii) An assessment of the impact of United
States security assistance provided to Azer-
baijan on—

(I) the negotiation of a peaceful settlement
between Armenia and Azerbaijan over all
disputed regions during such 5-year period;
and

(IT) the military balance between Azer-
baijan and Armenia during such 5-year pe-
riod.

(iv) An assessment of Azerbaijan’s use of
offensive force against Armenia or violations
of Armenian sovereign territory during the
period beginning on November 11, 2020, and
ending on the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(2) ACCESS TO THE LACHIN CORRIDOR.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of State,
in consultation with the Secretary of De-
fense and the Administrator of the United
States Agency for International Develop-
ment, shall submit to the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report on the Nagorno-
Karabakh region that includes—

(A) an assessment of the humanitarian im-
pact of Azerbaijan’s blockade of the Lachin
Corridor, which connects Armenia to
Nagorno-Karabakh; and

(B) an assessment of the blockade’s long-
term impacts on—

(i) regional food, water, and energy secu-
rity;

(ii) local civilians’ ability to access basic
medical care and other necessities;

(iii) the region’s most vulnerable popu-
lations, including children, the elderly, and
individuals with disabilities; and

(iv) the overall Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
and prospects for de-escalating and avoiding
a humanitarian crisis.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CONGRESS
DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘ap-
propriate committees of Congress’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the
House of Representatives.

SA 1005. Mr. PADILLA submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle A of title XV, add
the following:

SEC. 1510. PILOT PROGRAM ON DEVELOPMENT
OF REENTRY VEHICLES AND RE-
LATED SYSTEMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the Air
Force may carry out a pilot program, to be
known as the ‘‘Reentry Vehicle Flight Test
Bed Program’, to assess the feasibility of
providing regular flight test opportunities
that support the development of reentry ve-
hicles—

(1) to facilitate technology upgrades tested
in a realistic flight environment;

(2) to provide an enduring, high-cadence
test bed to mature technologies for planned
reentry vehicles; and

(3) to transition technologies developed
under other programs, prototype projects, or
research and development programs related
to long-range ballistic missiles.

(b) GRANTS, CONTRACTS, AND OTHER AGREE-
MENTS.—
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(1) AUTHORITY.—In carrying out a pilot pro-
gram under this section, the Secretary may
make grants and enter into contracts or
other agreements with appropriate entities
for the conduct of relevant flight tests of re-
entry vehicles and systems.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—An entity that receives
a grant, or enters into a contract or other
agreement, as part of a pilot program carried
out under this section shall use the grant, or
any amount received under the contract or
other agreement, to carry out one or more of
the following activities:

(A) Conducting flight tests to develop or
validate—

(i) aeroshell design;

(ii) thermal protective systems;

(iii) guidance and control systems;

(iv) sensors;

(v) communications;

(vi) environmental sensors; or

(vii) other relevant technologies.

(B) Expanding flight test opportunities
through low-cost, high cadence platforms.

(c) COORDINATION.—If the Secretary of the
Air Force carries out a pilot program under
this section, the Secretary shall ensure that
the activities under the pilot program are
carried out in coordination with the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of the
Navy.

(d) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry
out a pilot program under this section shall
terminate on December 31, 2029.

SA 1006. Mr. PADILLA (for himself
and Mr. CORNYN) submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2226, to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of
Defense, for military construction, and
for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. 565. REPORT ON MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT
OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN DE-
PARTMENT OF DEFENSE EDU-
CATION ACTIVITY SCHOOLS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than December
1, 2024, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a
report on programs and policies in Depart-
ment of Defense Education Activity
(DODEA) schools to support mental health
and wellness among students.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under
subsection (a) shall include, at a minimum,
the following elements:

(1) A description of the mental health and
wellness resources available to students en-
rolled in DODEA schools.

(2) An overview of policies and procedures
in place in DODEA schools to ensure that
students are regularly screened for mental
health and wellness.

(3) An overview of policies and procedures
in place in DODEA schools for administra-
tors and teachers to communicate and co-
ordinate with parents and guardians of stu-
dents in DODEA schools in cases where stu-
dents have a demonstrated need for mental
health and wellness support.

(4) Any recommendations for new policies,
programs, or resources to improve mental
health and wellness support for students en-
rolled in DODEA schools.

(5) An assessment of the feasibility and ad-
visability of conducting a pilot program to
detail licensed medical health care providers
under the control of the Defense Health
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Agency to DODEA schools in order to im-
prove mental health and wellness care for
students enrolled in DODEA schools.

(6) Any other matters the Secretary con-
cerned deems relevant and appropriate.

(¢c) STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH AND
WELLNESS DEFINED.—For purposes of this
section, student mental health and wellness
includes, at a minimum, the following:

(1) Depression.

(2) Suicidal ideation.

(3) Anxiety.

(4) Attention-deficit/hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD).

(5) Eating disorders.

(6) Substance abuse.

(7) Dual diagnosis conditions.

SA 1007. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. EXTENSION OF ANNUAL REPORT ON
STRIKES UNDERTAKEN BY THE
UNITED STATES AGAINST TER-
RORIST TARGETS OUTSIDE AREAS
OF ACTIVE HOSTILITIES.

Section 1723 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public
Law 116-92; 133 Stat. 1811) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘until
2022’ and inserting ‘‘until 2028°’;

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),
by striking ‘““The report’” and inserting
‘“‘Hach report’’; and

(B) in paragraph (1), by striking the semi-
colon and inserting ‘‘; and”’; and

(3) in subsection (d), by striking ‘‘The re-
port” and inserting ‘‘Each report’.

SA 1008. Mr. TILLIS (for himself and
Mr. CARPER) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2226, to authorize appropriations
for fiscal year 2024 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Energy,
to prescribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes; which was ordered to
lie on the table; as follows:

at the end of subtitle G of title X, add the
following:

SEC. 1083. INVESTIGATION AND REPORT ON NA-
TIONAL SECURITY IMPACTS OF
TRIPS WAIVERS RELATING TO
COVID-19 TECHNOLOGIES.

(a) INVESTIGATION.—The Secretary of De-
fense shall immediately after the date of the
enactment of this Act initiate an investiga-
tion, in consultation with the Secretary of
Commerce, to determine the effects of any
proposed TRIPS waiver on the national secu-
rity of the United States.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date on which an investigation is
initiated under subsection (a), the Secretary
of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Commerce, shall submit to the
President a report that includes—

(A) the findings of such investigation with
respect to the effects of a TRIPS waiver on
the national security of the United States;
and
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(B) the recommendations of the Secretary
of Defense for action or inaction regarding
the TRIPS waiver.

(2) MANDATORY RECOMMENDATION OF OPPOSI-
TION.—If the Secretary of Defense finds that
a TRIPS waiver threatens to impair the na-
tional security of the United States, the Sec-
retary shall include in the report required by
paragraph (1) a recommendation to perma-
nently oppose such TRIPS waiver.

(3) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 10 days
after the President receives the report re-
quired by paragraph (1), the President shall
publish in the Federal Register each portion
of the report that does not contain classified
or proprietary information.

(c) STATEMENT TO CONGRESS.—Not later
than 30 days after the date on which the
President receives the report required by
subsection (b)(1), the President shall submit
to the appropriate congressional committees
a written statement describing the manner
and extent to which the findings in such re-
port will influence the decisions of the Presi-
dent on using the voice, vote, and influence
of the United States at the World Trade Or-
ganization with respect to a TRIPS waiver.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Finance, and the Committee
on the Judiciary of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services, the
Committee on Ways and Means, and the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives.

(2) TRIPS AGREEMENT.—The term *“TRIPS
Agreement’’ means the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights referred to in section 101(d)(15) of the
Uruguay Round Agreements Act (19 U.S.C.
3511(d)(15)).

(3) TRIPS WAIVER.—The term ‘TRIPS
waiver’” means any waiver related to COVID-
19 technologies of an obligation imposed on
members of the World Trade Organization
under the TRIPS Agreement.

SA 1009. Mr. DURBIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the end of subtitle G of title XII, add
the following:

SEC. 1299L. CLARIFICATION OF RELATIONSHIP
TO OTHER AUTHORITIES WITH RE-
SPECT TO AUTHORITY FOR CERTAIN
PAYMENTS TO REDRESS INJURY
AND LOSS.

Section 1213 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (10
U.S.C. 2731 note) is amended by striking sub-
section (i).

SA 1010. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:
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SEC. 10 . CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘‘Radiation Exposure Compensa-
tion Expansion Act”.

(b) CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.—The Radiation Exposure
Compensation Act (Public Law 101-426; 42
U.S.C. 2210 note) is amended by inserting
after section 5 the following:

“SEC. 5A. CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—A claimant shall receive
compensation for a claim made under this
Act, as described in subsection (b) or (c¢), if—

‘(1) a claim for compensation is filed with
the Attorney General—

““(A) by an individual described in para-
graph (2); or

‘“(B) on behalf of that individual by an au-
thorized agent of that individual, if the indi-
vidual is deceased or incapacitated, such as—

‘(i) an executor of estate of that indi-
vidual; or

‘(i) a legal guardian or conservator of
that individual;

‘“(2) that individual, or if applicable, an au-
thorized agent of that individual, dem-
onstrates that the individual—

‘“(A) was physically present in an affected
area for a period of at least 2 after January
1, 1949; and

‘“(B) contracted a specified disease after
such period of physical presence;

‘“(3) the Attorney General certifies that
the identity of that individual, and if appli-
cable, the authorized agent of that indi-
vidual, is not fraudulent or otherwise mis-
represented; and

‘“(4) the Attorney General determines that
the claimant has satisfied the applicable re-
quirements of this Act.

“(b) LOSSES AVAILABLE TO LIVING AF-
FECTED INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the event of a claim
qualifying for compensation under sub-
section (a) that is submitted to the Attorney
General to be eligible for compensation
under this section at a time when the indi-
vidual described in subsection (a)(2) is living,
the amount of compensation under this sec-
tion shall be in an amount that is the great-
er of $50,000 or the total amount of com-
pensation for which the individual is eligible
under paragraph (2).

¢“(2) LOSSES DUE TO MEDICAL EXPENSES.—A
claimant described in paragraph (1) shall be
eligible to receive, upon submission of con-
temporaneous written medical records, re-
ports, or billing statements created by or at
the direction of a licensed medical profes-
sional who provided contemporaneous med-
ical care to the claimant, additional com-
pensation in the amount of all documented
out-of-pocket medical expenses incurred as a
result of the specified disease suffered by
that claimant, such as any medical expenses
not covered, paid for, or reimbursed
through—

‘““(A) any public or private health insur-
ance;

“(B) any employee health insurance;

“(C) any workers’ compensation program;
or

‘(D) any other public, private, or employee
health program or benefit.

“(c) PAYMENTS TO BENEFICIARIES OF DE-
CEASED INDIVIDUALS.—In the event that an
individual described in subsection (a)(2) who
qualifies for compensation under subsection
(a) is deceased at the time of submission of
the claim—

‘(1) a surviving spouse may, upon submis-
sion of a claim and records sufficient to sat-
isfy the requirements of subsection (a) with
respect to the deceased individual, receive
compensation in the amount of $25,000; or

‘(2) in the event that there is no surviving
spouse, the surviving children, minor or oth-
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erwise, of the deceased individual may, upon
submission of a claim and records sufficient
to satisfy the requirements of subsection (a)
with respect to the deceased individual, re-
ceive compensation in the total amount of
$25,000, paid in equal shares to each surviving
child.

‘‘(d) AFFECTED AREA.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘affected area’ means, in
the State of Missouri, the ZIP Codes of 63031,
63033, 63034, 63042, 63045, 63074, 63114, 63135,
63138, 63044, 63140, 63145, 63147, 63102, 63304,
63134, 63043, 63341, 63368, and 63367.

‘“(e) SPECIFIED DISEASE.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘specified disease’
means any of the following:

‘(1) Any leukemia, other than chronic
lymphocytic leukemia, provided that the ini-
tial exposure occurred after the age of 20 and
the onset of the disease was at least 2 years
after first exposure.

‘“(2) Any of the following diseases, provided
that the onset was at least 2 years after the
initial exposure:

‘“(A) Multiple myeloma.

‘(B) Lymphoma, other than Hodgkin’s dis-
ease.

‘“(C) Type 1 or type 2 diabetes.

‘(D) Systemic lupus erythematosus.

‘‘(E) Multiple sclerosis.

‘“(F) Hashimoto’s disease.

‘(@) Primary cancer of the—

‘(i) thyroid;

‘(ii) male or female breast;

‘‘(iii) esophagus;

‘“(iv) stomach;

‘“(v) pharynx;

“(vi) small intestine;

‘(vii) pancreas;

“(viii) bile ducts;

‘‘(ix) gall bladder;

‘“(x) salivary gland;

‘“(xi) urinary bladder;

‘Y(xii) brain;

‘‘(xiii) colon;

‘“(xiv) ovary;

‘“(xv) liver, except if cirrhosis or hepatitis
B is indicated;

‘“(xvi) lung;

‘(xvii) bone; or

‘Y(xviii) kidney.

‘“(f) PHYSICAL PRESENCE.—For purposes of
this section, the Attorney General shall not
determine that a claimant has satisfied the
requirements of subsection (a) unless dem-
onstrated by submission of contemporaneous
written residential documentation and at
least one additional employer-issued or gov-
ernment-issued document or record that the
claimant, for a period of at least 2 years
after January 1, 1949, was physically present
in an affected area or, if applicable, was
physically present in an area of the city of
St. Louis or the county of St. Louis in the
State of Missouri that is outside of an af-
fected area.

‘“(g) DISEASE CONTRACTION IN AFFECTED
AREAS.—For purposes of this section, the At-
torney General shall not determine that a
claimant has satisfied the requirements of
subsection (a) unless demonstrated by sub-
mission of contemporaneous written medical
records or reports created by or at the direc-
tion of a licensed medical professional who
provided contemporaneous medical care to
the claimant, that the claimant, after such
period of physical presence, contracted a
specified disease.”’.

(c) EXTENSION ON FUND AND TIME TO SUBMIT
CLAIMS.—The Radiation Exposure Compensa-
tion Act (Public Law 101-426; U.S.C. 2210
note) is amended—

(1) in section 3(d)—

(A) by striking ‘2 years after the date of
enactment of the RECA Extension Act of
2022 and inserting ‘‘22 years after the date
of enactment the Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Expansion Act’’; and
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(B) by striking ‘‘2-year period” and insert-
ing ‘‘22-year period’’; and

(2) in section 8(a), by striking ‘2 years
after the date of enactment of the RECA Ex-
tension Act of 2022 and inserting ‘22 years
after the date of enactment of the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Expansion Act”.

SA 1011. Mr. MORAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:
SEC.

. AGENCY USE OF ARTIFICIAL INTEL-

LIGENCE.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator’” means the Administrator of Federal
Procurement Policy.

(2) AGENCY.—The term ‘‘agency’ means
any department, independent establishment,
Government corporation, or other agency of
the executive branch of the Federal Govern-
ment.

(3) ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—The term
“artificial intelligence’” has the meaning
given the term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act
of 2020 (15 U.S.C. 9401).

(4) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’” means
the Director of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology.

(5) FRAMEWORK.—The term ‘‘framework’’
means document number NIST AI 100-1 of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology entitled ‘‘Artificial Intelligence
Risk Management Framework’, or any suc-
cessor document.

(6) PLAYBOOK.—The term ‘‘playbook’”
means the AI RMF Playbook developed by
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology.

(7) PROFILE.—The term ‘‘profile’’ means an
implementation of the artificial intelligence
risk management functions, categories, and
subcategories for a specific setting or appli-
cation based on the requirements, risk toler-
ance, and resources of the framework user.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR AGENCY USE OF AR-
TIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE.—

(1) OMB GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days
after the date on which the Director of the
National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology issues guidelines under paragraph (2),
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget shall issue guidance requiring
agencies to incorporate the framework into
their artificial intelligence risk management
efforts, consistent with such guidelines.

(2) NIST GUIDELINES.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Director of the National Institute of
Standards and Technology shall, in consulta-
tion with the Administrator, issue guidelines
for each agency to incorporate the frame-
work into the artificial intelligence risk
management efforts of the agency, which
shall—

(A) provide standards consistent with the
framework and tailored to risks that could
endanger human life, health, property, or the
environment for agency implementation in
the development, procurement, and use of ar-
tificial intelligence;

(B) specify appropriate cybersecurity
strategies and the installation of effective
cybersecurity tools;

(C) provide standards—
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(i) that are consistent with the framework
and Circular A-119 of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget;

(ii) that are tailored to risks that could en-
danger human life, health, property, or the
environment; and

(iii) which a supplier of artificial intel-
ligence for the agency must attest to meet
before the head of an agency may procure ar-
tificial intelligence from that supplier;

(D) recommend training on the framework
and the guidelines for each agency respon-
sible for procuring artificial intelligence;

(E) develop profiles for agency use of artifi-
cial intelligence consistent with the frame-
work; and

(F') develop profiles for framework use for
an entity that is a small business concern (as
defined in section 3 of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 632)).

(3) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS.—

(A) DRAFT CONTRACT LANGUAGE.—The Ad-
ministrator shall, in consultation with the
Director, provide draft contract language for
each agency to use in procurement that re-
quires a supplier of artificial intelligence to
adhere to certain actions that are consistent
with the framework.

(B) TEMPLATES.—The Director of the Office
of Management and Budget shall, in con-
sultation with the Director, provide a tem-
plate for agency use on the guidance issued
under paragraph (1) that includes rec-
ommended procedures for implementation.

(4) CONFORMING REQUIREMENT.—The head of
each agency shall conform any policy, prin-
ciple, practice, procedure, or guideline gov-
erning the design, development, implementa-
tion, deployment, use, or evaluation of an ar-
tificial intelligence system by the agency to
the guidance issued under paragraph (1).

(5) SUPPORTING MATERIAL.—In carrying out
paragraph (4), the head of each agency may
use the supporting materials of the frame-
work, including the playbook.

(6) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Comp-
troller General of the United States shall
conduct a study on the impact of the appli-
cation of the framework on agency use of ar-
tificial intelligence.

() REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, and not less frequently than once
every 3 years thereafter, the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget shall sub-
mit to Congress a report on agency imple-
mentation of and conformity to the frame-
work.

(¢) REQUIREMENTS FOR AGENCY PRO-
CUREMENT OF ARTIFICIAL INTEL-
LIGENCE.—Not later than 180 days after the
issuance of guidance pursuant to subsection
(b)(1), the Federal Acquisition Regulatory
Council shall promulgate regulations that
provide for—

(1) the requirements for the acquisition of
artificial intelligence products, services,
tools, and systems, to include risk-based
compliance with the framework; and

(2) solicitation provisions and contract
clauses that include references to the re-
quirements described in paragraph (1) and
the framework for use in artificial intel-
ligence acquisitions.

SA 1012. Mr. HAWLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2226, to authorize ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:
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At the appropriate place in subtitle G of
title X, insert the following:

SEC. 10 . CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be
cited as the ‘“‘Radiation Exposure Compensa-
tion Expansion Act”.

(b) CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.—The Radiation Exposure
Compensation Act (Public Law 101-426; 42
U.S.C. 2210 note) is amended by inserting
after section 5 the following:

“SEC. 5A. CLAIMS RELATING TO MANHATTAN
PROJECT WASTE.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—A claimant shall receive
compensation for a claim made under this
Act, as described in subsection (b) or (c), if—

‘(1) a claim for compensation is filed with
the Attorney General—

“(A) by an individual described in para-
graph (2); or

‘“(B) on behalf of that individual by an au-
thorized agent of that individual, if the indi-
vidual is deceased or incapacitated, such as—

‘“(i) an executor of estate of that indi-
vidual; or

‘(i) a legal guardian or conservator of
that individual;

‘(2) that individual, or if applicable, an au-
thorized agent of that individual, dem-
onstrates that the individual—

““(A) was physically present in an affected
area for a period of at least 2 years after Jan-
uary 1, 1949; and

‘““(B) contracted a specified disease after
such period of physical presence;

‘“(3) the Attorney General certifies that
the identity of that individual, and if appli-
cable, the authorized agent of that indi-
vidual, is not fraudulent or otherwise mis-
represented; and

‘‘(4) the Attorney General determines that
the claimant has satisfied the applicable re-
quirements of this Act.

‘“(b) LOSSES AVAILABLE TO LIVING AF-
FECTED INDIVIDUALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—In the event of a claim
qualifying for compensation under sub-
section (a) that is submitted to the Attorney
General to be eligible for compensation
under this section at a time when the indi-
vidual described in subsection (a)(2) is living,
the amount of compensation under this sec-
tion shall be in an amount that is the great-
er of $50,000 or the total amount of com-
pensation for which the individual is eligible
under paragraph (2).

““(2) LOSSES DUE TO MEDICAL EXPENSES.—A
claimant described in paragraph (1) shall be
eligible to receive, upon submission of con-
temporaneous written medical records, re-
ports, or billing statements created by or at
the direction of a licensed medical profes-
sional who provided contemporaneous med-
ical care to the claimant, additional com-
pensation in the amount of all documented
out-of-pocket medical expenses incurred as a
result of the specified disease suffered by
that claimant, such as any medical expenses
not covered, paid for, or reimbursed
through—

‘“(A) any public or private health insur-
ance;

‘(B) any employee health insurance;

‘“(C) any workers’ compensation program;
or

‘(D) any other public, private, or employee
health program or benefit.

“(c) PAYMENTS TO BENEFICIARIES OF DE-
CEASED INDIVIDUALS.—In the event that an
individual described in subsection (a)(2) who
qualifies for compensation under subsection
(a) is deceased at the time of submission of
the claim—

‘(1) a surviving spouse may, upon submis-
sion of a claim and records sufficient to sat-
isfy the requirements of subsection (a) with
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respect to the deceased individual, receive
compensation in the amount of $25,000; or

‘“(2) in the event that there is no surviving
spouse, the surviving children, minor or oth-
erwise, of the deceased individual may, upon
submission of a claim and records sufficient
to satisfy the requirements of subsection (a)
with respect to the deceased individual, re-
ceive compensation in the total amount of
$25,000, paid in equal shares to each surviving
child.

‘‘(d) AFFECTED AREA.—For purposes of this
section, the term ‘affected area’ means, in
the State of Missouri, the ZIP Codes of 63031,
63033, 63034, 63042, 63045, 63074, 63114, 63135,
63138, 63044, 63140, 63145, 63147, 63102, 63304,
63134, 63043, 63341, 63368, and 63367.

‘‘(e) SPECIFIED DISEASE.—For purposes of
this section, the term ‘specified disease’
means any of the following:

‘(1) Any leukemia, other than chronic
lymphocytic leukemia, provided that the ini-
tial exposure occurred after the age of 20 and
the onset of the disease was at least 2 years
after first exposure.

‘(2) Any of the following diseases, provided
that the onset was at least 2 years after the
initial exposure:

‘‘(A) Multiple myeloma.

‘(B) Lymphoma, other than Hodgkin’s dis-
ease.

“(C) Type 1 or type 2 diabetes.

‘(D) Systemic lupus erythematosus.

‘“(E) Multiple sclerosis.

‘(F') Hashimoto’s disease.

‘(G) Primary cancer of the—

(1) thyroid;

‘“(ii) male or female breast;

‘‘(iii) esophagus;

‘‘(iv) stomach;

‘(v) pharynx;

‘“(vi) small intestine;

‘(vii) pancreas;

“(viii) bile ducts;

‘“(ix) gall bladder;

“(x) salivary gland;

‘(xi) urinary bladder;

‘“(xii) brain;

¢‘(xiii) colon;

‘“(xiv) ovary;

‘“(xv) liver, except if cirrhosis or hepatitis
B is indicated;

““(xvi) lung;

‘(xvii) bone; or

“(xviii) kidney.

“(f) PHYSICAL PRESENCE.—For purposes of
this section, the Attorney General shall not
determine that a claimant has satisfied the
requirements of subsection (a) unless dem-
onstrated by submission of contemporaneous
written residential documentation and at
least one additional employer-issued or gov-
ernment-issued document or record that the
claimant, for a period of at least 2 years
after January 1, 1949, was physically present
in an affected area or, if applicable, was
physically present in an area of the city of
St. Louis or the county of St. Louis in the
State of Missouri that is outside of an af-
fected area.

‘(g) DISEASE CONTRACTION IN AFFECTED
AREAS.—For purposes of this section, the At-
torney General shall not determine that a
claimant has satisfied the requirements of
subsection (a) unless demonstrated by sub-
mission of contemporaneous written medical
records or reports created by or at the direc-
tion of a licensed medical professional who
provided contemporaneous medical care to
the claimant, that the claimant, after such
period of physical presence, contracted a
specified disease.”’.

(¢) EXTENSION ON FUND AND TIME TO SUBMIT
CLAIMS.—The Radiation Exposure Compensa-
tion Act (Public Law 101-426; U.S.C. 2210
note) is amended—

(1) in section 3(d)—

(A) by striking ‘2 years after the date of
enactment of the RECA Extension Act of
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2022’ and inserting ‘‘22 years after the date
of enactment the Radiation Exposure Com-
pensation Expansion Act’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘2-year period’ and insert-
ing ‘‘22-year period’’; and

(2) in section 8(a), by striking ‘2 years
after the date of enactment of the RECA Ex-
tension Act of 2022 and inserting ‘22 years
after the date of enactment of the Radiation
Exposure Compensation Expansion Act’’.

SA 1013. Mr. RISCH submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 779 submitted by Mr.
MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. KAINE, and
Mrs. SHAHEEN) and intended to be pro-
posed to the bill S. 2226, to authorize
appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for
military activities of the Department
of Defense, for military construction,
and for defense activities of the De-
partment of Energy, to prescribe mili-
tary personnel strengths for such fiscal
year, and for other purposes; which was
ordered to lie on the table; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, , insert the following:

DIVISION G—AUKUS MATTERS
SEC. 7001. DEFINITIONS.

In this division:

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES.—The term ‘‘appropriate congressional
committees’ means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.

(2) AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘AUKUS part-
nership’” means the enhanced trilateral secu-
rity partnership between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the United States an-
nounced in September 2021.

(B) PILLARS.—The AUKUS partnership in-
cludes the following two pillars:

(i) Pillar One is focused on developing a
pathway for Australia to acquire convention-
ally armed, nuclear-powered submarines.

(ii) Pillar Two is focused on enhancing tri-
lateral collaboration on advanced defense ca-
pabilities, including hypersonic and counter
hypersonic capabilities, quantum tech-
nologies, undersea technologies, and artifi-
cial intelligence.

(3) DEPARTMENT.—The term ‘‘Department’
means the Department of State.

(4) INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC IN ARMS REGU-
LATIONS.—The term ‘‘International Traffic in
Arms Regulations” means subchapter M of
chapter I of title 22, Code of Federal Regula-
tions (or successor regulations).

(5) SECRETARY.—The term
means the Secretary of State.

TITLE I—OUTLINING THE AUKUS
PARTNERSHIP
STATEMENT OF POLICY ON THE
AUKUS PARTNERSHIP.

(a) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It is the policy
of the United States that—

(1) the AUKUS partnership is integral to
United States national security, increasing
United States and allied capability in the
undersea domain of the Indo-Pacific, and de-
veloping cutting edge military capabilities;

(2) the transfer of conventionally armed,
nuclear-powered submarines to Australia
will position the United States and its allies
to maintain peace and security in the Indo-
Pacific;

(3) the transfer of conventionally armed,
nuclear-powered submarines to Australia
will be safely implemented with the highest
nonproliferation standards in alignment
with—

“‘Secretary”’
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(A) safeguards established by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency; and

(B) the Additional Protocol to the Agree-
ment between Australia and the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency for the ap-
plication of safeguards in connection with
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nu-
clear Weapons, signed at Vienna September
23, 1997;

(4) the United States will enter into a mu-
tual defense agreement with Australia, mod-
eled on the 1958 bilateral mutual defense
agreement with the United Kingdom, for the
sole purpose of facilitating the transfer of
naval nuclear propulsion technology to Aus-
tralia;

(5) working with the United Kingdom and
Australia to develop and provide joint ad-
vanced military capabilities to promote se-
curity and stability in the Indo-Pacific will
have tangible impacts on United States mili-
tary effectiveness across the world; and

(6) in order to better facilitate cooperation
under Pillar 2 of the AUKUS partnership, it
is imperative that every effort be made to
streamline United States export controls
consistent with necessary and reciprocal se-
curity safeguards on United States tech-
nology at least comparable to those of the
United States.

SEC. 7012. SENIOR ADVISOR FOR THE AUKUS
PARTNERSHIP AT THE DEPARTMENT
OF STATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be a Senior
Advisor for the AUKUS partnership at the
Department, who—

(1) shall report directly to the Secretary;
and

(2) may not hold another position in the
Department concurrently while holding the
position of Senior Advisor for the AUKUS
partnership.

(b) DUTIES.—The Senior Advisor shall—

(1) be responsible for coordinating efforts
related to the AUKUS partnership across the
Department, including the bureaus engaged
in nonproliferation, defense trade, security
assistance, and diplomatic relations in the
Indo-Pacific;

(2) serve as the lead within the Department
for implementation of the AUKUS partner-
ship in interagency processes, consulting
with counterparts in the Department of De-
fense, the Department of Commerce, the De-
partment of Energy, the Office of Naval Re-
actors, and any other relevant agencies;

(3) lead diplomatic efforts related to the
AUKUS partnership with other governments
to explain how the partnership will enhance
security and stability in the Indo-Pacific;
and

(4) consult regularly with the appropriate
congressional committees, and keep such
committees fully and currently informed, on
issues related to the AUKUS partnership, in-
cluding in relation to the AUKUS Pillar 1 ob-
jective of supporting Australia’s acquisition
of conventionally armed, nuclear-powered
submarines and the Pillar 2 objective of
jointly developing advanced military capa-
bilities to support security and stability in
the Indo-Pacific, as affirmed by the Presi-
dent of the United States, the Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom, and the Prime
Minister of Australia on April 5, 2022.

(c) PERSONNEL TO SUPPORT THE SENIOR AD-
VISOR.—The Secretary shall ensure that the
Senior Advisor is adequately staffed, includ-
ing through encouraging details, or assign-
ment of employees of the Department, with
expertise related to the implementation of
the AUKUS partnership, including staff with
expertise in—

(1) nuclear policy, including nonprolifera-
tion;

(2) defense trade and security cooperation,
including security assistance; and
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(3) relations with respect to political-mili-
tary issues in the Indo-Pacific and Europe.

(d) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and not later than 90 days after a Senior Ad-
visor assumes such position, the Secretary
shall notify the appropriate congressional
committees of the number of full-time equiv-
alent positions, relevant expertise, and du-
ties of any employees of the Department or
detailees supporting the Senior Advisor.

(e) SUNSET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The position of the Senior
Advisor for the AUKUS partnership shall
terminate on the date that is 8 years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

(2) RENEWAL.—The Secretary may renew
the position of the Senior Advisor for the
AUKUS partnership for 1 additional period of
4 years, following notification to the appro-
priate congressional committees of the re-
newal.

TITLE II—AUTHORIZATION FOR SUB-
MARINE TRANSFERS, SUPPORT, AND IN-
FRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT ACTIVI-
TIES

SEC. 7021. AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-
RITY ACTIVITIES.

(a) AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER SUB-
MARINES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (3),
(4), and (11), the President may, under sec-
tion 21 of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2761)—

(A) transfer not more than two Virginia
class submarines from the inventory of the
United States Navy to the Government of
Australia on a sale basis; and

(B) transfer not more than one additional
Virginia class submarine to the Government
of Australia on a sale basis.

(2) REQUIREMENTS NOT APPLICABLE.—A sale
carried out under paragraph (1)(B) shall not
be subject to the requirements of—

(A) section 36 of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 21776); or

(B) section 8677 of title 10, United States
Code.

(3) CERTIFICATION; BRIEFING.—

(A) PRESIDENTIAL  CERTIFICATION.—The
President may exercise the authority pro-
vided by paragraph (1) not earlier than 60
days after the date on which the President
certifies to the appropriate congressional
committees that any submarine transferred
under such authority shall be used to sup-
port the joint security interests and military
operations of the United States and Aus-
tralia.

(B) WAIVER OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS
CERTIFICATION.—The requirement for the
Chief of Naval Operations to make a certifi-
cation under section 8678 of title 10, United
States Code, shall not apply to a transfer
under paragraph (1).

(C) BRIEFING.—Not later than 90 days be-
fore the sale of any submarine under para-
graph (1), the Secretary of the Navy shall
provide to the appropriate congressional
committees a briefing on—

(i) the impacts of such sale to the readiness
of the submarine fleet of the United States,
including with respect to maintenance
timelines, deployment-to-dwell ratios, train-
ing, exercise participation, and the ability to
meet combatant commander requirements;

(ii) the impacts of such sale to the sub-
marine industrial base of the United States,
including with respect to projected mainte-
nance requirements, acquisition timelines
for spare and replacement parts, and future
procurement of Virginia class submarines for
the submarine fleet of the United States; and

(iii) other relevant topics as determined by
the Secretary of the Navy.
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(4) REQUIRED MUTUAL DEFENSE AGREE-
MENT.—Before any transfer occurs under sub-
section (a), the United States and Australia
shall have a mutual defense agreement in
place, which shall—

(A) provide a clear legal framework for the
sole purpose of Australia’s acquisition of
conventionally armed, nuclear-powered sub-
marines; and

(B) meet the highest nonproliferation
standards for the exchange of nuclear mate-
rials, technology, equipment, and informa-
tion between the United States and Aus-
tralia.

() SUBSEQUENT SALES.—A sale of a Vir-
ginia class submarine that occurs after the
sales described in paragraph (1) may occur
only if such sale is explicitly authorized in
legislation enacted after the date of the en-
actment of this Act.

(6) COSTS OF TRANSFER.—ANy expense in-
curred by the United States in connection
with a transfer under paragraph (1) shall be
charged to the Government of Australia.

(7) CREDITING OF RECEIPTS.—Notwith-
standing any provision of law pertaining to
the crediting of amounts received from a
sale under section 21 of the Arms Export
Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2761), any funds re-
ceived by the United States pursuant to a
transfer under paragraph (1) shall—

(A) be credited, at the discretion of the
President, to—

(i) the fund or account used in incurring
the original obligation for the acquisition of
submarines transferred under paragraph (1);

(ii) an appropriate fund or account avail-
able for the purposes for which the expendi-
tures for the original acquisition of sub-
marines transferred under paragraph (1) were
made; or

(iii) any other fund or account available
for the purpose specified in paragraph (8)(B);
and

(B) remain available for obligation until
expended.

(8) USE OF FUNDS.—Subject to paragraphs
(9) and (10), the President may use funds re-
ceived pursuant to a transfer under para-
graph (1)—

(A) for the acquisition of submarines to re-
place the submarines transferred to the Gov-
ernment of Australia; or

(B) for improvements to the submarine in-
dustrial base of the United States.

(9) PLAN FOR USE OF FUNDS.—Before any use
of any funds received pursuant to a transfer
under paragraph (1), the President shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional com-
mittees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives a
plan detailing how such funds will be used,
including specific amounts and purposes.

(10) NOTIFICATION AND REPORT.—

(A) NOTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
after the date of any transfer under para-
graph (1), and upon any transfer or depos-
iting of funds received pursuant to such a
transfer, the President shall notify the ap-
propriate congressional committees, the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate,
and the Committee on Appropriations of the
House of Representatives of—

(i) the amount of funds received pursuant
to the transfer; and

(ii) the specific account or fund into which
the funds described in clause (i) are depos-
ited.

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than No-
vember 30 of each year until 1 year after the
date on which all funds received pursuant to
transfers under paragraph (1) have been fully
expended, the President shall submit to the
committees described in subparagraph (A) a
report that includes an accounting of how
funds received pursuant to transfers under
paragraph (1) were used in the fiscal year
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preceding the fiscal year in which the report
is submitted.

(11) APPLICABILITY OF EXISTING LAW TO
TRANSFER OF SPECIAL NUCLEAR MATERIAL AND
UTILIZATION FACILITIES FOR MILITARY APPLI-
CATIONS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—With respect to any spe-
cial nuclear material for use in utilization
facilities or any portion of a submarine
transferred under paragraph (1) constituting
utilization facilities for military applica-
tions under section 91 of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2121), transfer of such
material or such facilities shall occur only
in accordance with such section 91.

(B) USE OF FUNDS.—The President may use
proceeds from a transfer described in sub-
paragraph (A) for the acquisition of sub-
marine naval nuclear propulsion plants and
nuclear fuel to replace propulsion plants and
fuel transferred to the Government of Aus-
tralia.

(b) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT OF AUKUS
SUBMARINES.—Section 8680 of title 10, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
section (d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing new subsection (c):

‘‘(c) REPAIR AND REFURBISHMENT OF CER-
TAIN SUBMARINES.—

(1) SHIPYARD.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of this section, and subject
to paragraph (2), the President shall deter-
mine the appropriate public or private ship-
yard in the United States, Australia, or the
United Kingdom to perform any repair or re-
furbishment of a United States submarine
involved in submarine security activities be-
tween the United States, Australia, and the
United Kingdom.

¢‘(2) CONDITIONS.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The President may de-
termine under paragraph (1) that repair or
refurbishment described in such paragraph
may be performed in Australia or the United
Kingdom only if—

‘(i) such repair or refurbishment will fa-
cilitate the development of repair or refur-
bishment capabilities in the United Kingdom
or Australia;

‘“(i1) such repair or refurbishment will be
for a United States submarine that is as-
signed to a port outside of the United States;
or

‘“(iii) the Secretary of Defense certifies to
Congress that performing such repair or re-
furbishment at a shipyard in Australia or
the United Kingdom is required due to an ex-
igent threat to the national security inter-
ests of the United States.

‘“(B) CONSIDERATION.—In making a deter-
mination under subparagraph (A), the Presi-
dent shall consider any effects of such deter-
mination on the capacity and capability of
shipyards in the United States.

‘“(C) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than 15
days after the date on which the Secretary of
Defense makes a certification under subpara-
graph (A)(iii), the Secretary shall brief the
congressional defense committees on—

‘(i) the threat that requires the use of a
shipyard in Australia or the United King-
dom; and

‘“(ii) opportunities to mitigate the future
potential need to leverage foreign shipyards.

‘“(3) PERSONNEL.—Repair or refurbishment
described in paragraph (1) may be carried out
by personnel of the United States, the
United Kingdom, or Australia in accordance
with the international arrangements gov-
erning the submarine security activities de-
scribed in such paragraph.’.
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SEC. 7022. ACCEPTANCE OF CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-
RITY ACTIVITIES; AUKUS SUB-
MARINE SECURITY ACTIVITIES AC-
COUNT.

(a) ACCEPTANCE AUTHORITY.—The President
may accept from the Government of Aus-
tralia contributions of money made by the
Government of Australia for use by the De-
partment of Defense in support of non-nu-
clear related aspects of submarine security
activities between Australia, the TUnited
Kingdom, and the United States (AUKUS).

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF AUKUS SUBMARINE
SECURITY ACTIVITIES ACCOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—There is established in the
Treasury of the United States a special ac-
count to be known as the ‘““AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account’.

(2) CREDITING OF CONTRIBUTIONS OF
MONEY.—Contributions of money accepted by
the President under subsection (a) shall be
credited to the AUKUS Submarine Security
Activities Account.

(3) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts credited to the
AUKUS Submarine Security Activities Ac-
count shall remain available until expended.

(c) USE OoF AUKUS SUBMARINE SECURITY
ACTIVITIES ACCOUNT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2),
the President may use funds in the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account—

(A) for any purpose authorized by law that
the President determines would support sub-
marine security activities between Aus-
tralia, the United Kingdom, and the United
States;

(B) to carry out a military construction
project related to the AUKUS partnership
that is not otherwise authorized by law;

(C) to develop and increase the submarine
industrial base workforce by investing in re-
cruiting, training, and retaining key special-
ized labor at public and private shipyards; or

(D) to upgrade facilities, equipment, and
infrastructure needed to repair and maintain
submarines at public and private shipyards.

(2) PLAN FOR USE OF FUNDS.—Before any use
of any funds in the AUKUS Submarine Secu-
rity Activities Account, the President shall
submit to the appropriate congressional
committees, the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Committee on
Appropriations of the House of Representa-
tives a plan detailing—

(A) the amount of funds in the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account; and

(B) how such funds will be used, including
specific amounts and purposes.

(d) TRANSFERS OF FUNDS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out subsection
(c) and subject to paragraphs (2) and (5), the
President may transfer funds available in
the AUKUS Submarine Security Activities
Account to an account or fund available to
the Department of Defense or any other ap-
propriate agency.

(2) DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY.—In carrying
out subsection (¢), and in accordance with
the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2011
et seq.), the President may transfer funds
available in the AUKUS Submarine Security
Activities Account to an account or fund
available to the Department of Energy to
carry out activities related to submarine se-
curity activities between Australia, the
United Kingdom, and the United States.

(3) AVAILABILITY FOR OBLIGATION.—Funds
transferred under this subsection shall be
available for obligation for the same time
period and for the same purpose as the ac-
count or fund to which transferred.

(4) TRANSFER BACK TO ACCOUNT.—Upon a de-
termination by the President that all or part
of the funds transferred from the AUKUS
Submarine Security Activities Account are
not necessary for the purposes for which
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such funds were transferred, and subject to
paragraph (5), all or such part of such funds
shall be transferred back to the AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account.

(5) NOTIFICATION AND REPORT.—

(A) NOTIFICATION.—The President shall no-
tify the appropriate congressional commit-
tees, the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate, and the Committee on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives
of—

(i) before the transfer of any funds under
this subsection—

(I) the amount of funds to be transferred;
and

(IT) the planned or anticipated purpose of
such funds; and

(ii) before the obligation of any
transferred under this subsection—

(I) the amount of funds to be obligated; and

(IT) the purpose of the obligation.

(B) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than No-
vember 30 of each year until 1 year after the
date on which all funds transferred under
this subsection have been fully expended, the
President shall submit to the committees de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) a report that in-
cludes a detailed accounting of—

(i) the amount of funds transferred under
this subsection during the fiscal year pre-
ceding the fiscal year in which the report is
submitted; and

(ii) the purposes for which such funds were
used.

(e) INVESTMENT OF MONEY.—

(1) AUTHORIZED INVESTMENTS.—The Presi-
dent may invest money in the AUKUS Sub-
marine Security Activities Account in secu-
rities of the United States or in securities
guaranteed as to principal and interest by
the United States.

(2) INTEREST AND OTHER INCOME.—Any in-
terest or other income that accrues from in-
vestment in securities referred to in para-
graph (1) shall be deposited to the credit of
the AUKUS Submarine Security Activities
Account.

(f) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—The au-
thority to accept or transfer funds under this
section is in addition to any other authority
to accept or transfer funds.

SEC. 7023. AUSTRALIA, UNITED KINGDOM, AND
UNITED STATES SUBMARINE SECU-
RITY TRAINING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President may trans-
fer or export directly to private individuals
in Australia defense services that may be
transferred to the Government of Australia
under the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2751 et seq.) to support the develop-
ment of the submarine industrial base of
Australia necessary for submarine security
activities between Australia, the United
Kingdom, and the United States, including if
such individuals are not officers, employees,
or agents of the Government of Australia.

(b) SECURITY CONTROLS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any defense service trans-
ferred or exported under subsection (a) shall
be subject to appropriate security controls
to ensure that any sensitive information
conveyed by such transfer or export is pro-
tected from disclosure to persons unauthor-
ized by the United States to receive such in-
formation.

(2) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 30 days
before the first transfer or export of a de-
fense service under subsection (a), and annu-
ally thereafter, the President shall certify to
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives that
the controls described in paragraph (1) will
protect the information described in such
paragraph for the defense services so trans-
ferred or exported.

(¢) APPLICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR RE-
TRANSFER AND REEXPORT.—Any person who

funds
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receives any defense service transferred or

exported under subsection (a) may retransfer

or reexport such service to other persons
only in accordance with the requirements of

the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751

et seq.).

TITLE III—STREAMLINING TRANSFERS OF
UNITED STATES MILITARY TECH-
NOLOGY TO TRUSTED ALLIES

SEC. 7031. PRIORITY FOR AUSTRALIA AND THE

UNITED KINGDOM IN FOREIGN MILI-
TARY SALES AND DIRECT COMMER-
CIAL SALES.

(a) TECHNOLOGY RELEASE POLICY FOR AUS-
TRALIA, CANADA, AND THE UNITED KINGDOM.—
The Secretary of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense, shall create a pol-
icy for key Foreign Military Sales and Di-
rect Commercial Sales for Australia, the
United Kingdom, and Canada. Review of
these capabilities for releasability shall be
subject to an expedited decision-making
process with a presumption of approval.

(b) INTERAGENCY PoLIcY.—The Secretary of
State and the Secretary of Defense shall
jointly review and update interagency poli-
cies and implementation guidance related to
Foreign Military Sales and Direct Commer-
cial Sales requests, including incorporating
the provisions of this section.

SEC. 7032. IDENTIFICATION AND PRE-CLEARANCE

OF PLATFORMS, TECHNOLOGIES,
AND EQUIPMENT FOR SALE TO AUS-
TRALIA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM

THROUGH FOREIGN MILITARY
SALES AND DIRECT COMMERCIAL
SALES.

Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and on a biennial
basis thereafter for 8 years, the President
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Foreign Affairs of the House of Represent-
atives a report that includes a list of ad-
vanced military platforms, technologies, and
equipment that are pre-cleared and
prioritized for sale and release to Australia,
the United Kingdom, and Canada through
the Foreign Military Sales and Direct Com-
mercial Sales program without regard to
whether a letter of request to purchase such
platforms, technologies, or equipment has
been received from any of such country.

SEC. 7033. EXPORT CONTROL EXEMPTIONS AND
STANDARDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act of 1976 (22 U.S.C. 2778) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

“(1) AUKUS DEFENSE TRADE COOPERA-
TION.—

‘(1) EXEMPTION FROM LICENSING AND AP-
PROVAL REQUIREMENTS.—Subject to para-
graph (2) and notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of this section, the Secretary of State
may exempt from the licensing or other ap-
proval requirements of this section exports
and transfers (including reexports, retrans-
fers, temporary imports, and brokering ac-
tivities) of defense articles and defense serv-
ices between or among the United States,
the United Kingdom, and Australia that—

‘“(A) are not excluded by those countries;

‘B) are not referred to in sub-
section(j)(1)(C)(ii); and

“(C) involve only persons or entities that
are approved by—

‘(i) the Secretary of State; and

‘“(ii) the Ministry of Defense, the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, or other similar authority
within those countries.

‘“(2) LIMITATION.—The authority provided
in subparagraph (1) shall not apply to any
activity, including exports, transfers, reex-
ports, retransfers, temporary imports, or
brokering, of United States defense articles
and defense services involving any country
or a person or entity of any country other
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than the United States, the United Kingdom,
and Australia.”.

(b) REQUIRED STANDARDS OF EXPORT CON-
TROLS.—The Secretary may only exercise the
authority under subsection (1)(1) of section 38
of the Arms Export Control Act of 1976, as
added by subsection (a) of this section, with
respect to the United Kingdom or Australia
30 days after the Secretary submits to the
appropriate congressional committees an un-
classified certification and detailed unclassi-
fied assessment (which may include a classi-
fied annex) that the country concerned has
implemented standards for a system of ex-
port controls that satisfies the elements of
section 38(j)(2) of the Arms Export Control
Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(j)(2)) for United States-or-
igin defense articles and defense services,
and for controlling the provision of military
training, that are comparable to those stand-
ards administered by the United States in ef-
fect on the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) CERTAIN REQUIREMENTS NOT APPLICA-
BLE.—Paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) of section
3(d) of the Arms Export Control Act (22
U.S.C. 2753(d)) shall not apply to transfers
(including transfers of United States Govern-
ment sales or grants, or commercial exports
authorized under this chapter) among the
United States, the United Kingdom, or Aus-
tralia described in paragraph (1).

SEC. 7034. EXPEDITED REVIEW OF EXPORT LI-
CENSES FOR EXPORTS OF AD-
VANCED TECHNOLOGIES TO AUS-
TRALIA, THE UNITED KINGDOM, AND
CANADA.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State, in coordination with
the Secretary of Defense, shall initiate a
rulemaking to establish an expedited deci-
sion-making process for applications for the
export of commercial defense articles and de-
fense services to Australia, the United King-
dom, and Canada with a presumption of ap-
proval.

(b) ELIGIBILITY.—To qualify for the expe-
dited process described in subsection (a), the
application must be for an export that will
take place wholly within or between the
physical territory of Australia, Canada, or
the United Kingdom and the United States
and with governments or corporate entities
from such countries.

SEC. 7035. UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST.

(a) EXEMPTION FOR THE GOVERNMENTS OF
THE UNITED KINGDOM AND AUSTRALIA FROM
CERTIFICATION AND CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICA-
TION REQUIREMENTS APPLICABLE TO CERTAIN
TRANSFERS.—Section 38(f)(3) of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778(f)(3)) is
amended by inserting ‘‘, the United King-
dom, or Australia’ after ‘‘Canada’.

(b) UNITED STATES MUNITIONS LIST PERI-
ODIC REVIEWS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State,
acting through authority delegated by the
President to carry out period reviews of
items on the United States Munitions List
under subsection (f) of section 38 of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2778) and in co-
ordination with the Secretary of Defense,
the Secretary of Energy, the Secretary of
Commerce, and the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget, shall carry out
such reviews not less frequently than every 2
years.

(2) ScoPE.—The periodic reviews described
under paragraph (1) shall focus on matters
including interagency resources to address
current threats faced by the United States,
the evolving technological and economic
landscape, the widespread availability of cer-
tain technologies and items on the United
States Munitions List, and risks of misuse of
United States origin defense articles.
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TITLE IV—OTHER AUKUS MATTERS
SEC. 7041. REPORTING RELATED TO THE AUKUS
PARTNERSHIP.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days
after the signature, conclusion, or other fi-
nalization of any non-binding instrument re-
lated to the AUKUS partnership, the Presi-
dent shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees the text of such instru-
ment.

(b) NON-DUPLICATION OF EFFORTS; RULE OF
CONSTRUCTION.—To the extent the text of a
non-binding instrument is submitted to the
appropriate congressional committees pursu-
ant to subsection (a), such text does not need
to be submitted to Congress pursuant to sec-
tion 112b(a)(1)(A)(ii) of title 1, United States
Code, as amended by section 5947 of the
James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law
117-263; 136 Stat. 3476). Paragraph (1) shall
not be construed to relieve the executive
branch of any other requirement of section
112b of title 1, United States Code, as amend-
ed so amended, or any other provision of law.

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘text’’, with re-
spect to a non-binding instrument, in-
cludes—

(A) any annex, appendix, codicil, side
agreement, side letter, or any document of
similar purpose or function to the aforemen-
tioned, regardless of the title of the docu-
ment, that is entered into contempora-
neously and in conjunction with the non-
binding instrument; and

(B) any implementing agreement or ar-
rangement, or any document of similar pur-
pose or function to the aforementioned, re-
gardless of the title of the document, that is
entered into contemporaneously and in con-
junction with the non-binding instrument.

(2) CONTEMPORANEOUSLY AND IN CONJUNC-
TION WITH.—As used in subparagraph (A), the
term ‘‘contemporaneously and in conjunc-
tion with”’—

(A) shall be construed liberally; and

(B) may not be interpreted to require any
action to have occurred simultaneously or
on the same day.

NOTICES OF INTENT TO OBJECT
TO PROCEEDING

I, Senator CHUCK GRASSLEY, intend
to object to proceeding to the nomina-
tion of Tanya J. Bradsher, of Virginia,
to be Deputy Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, dated July 20, 2023.

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to S. 1080, a bill to
amend the Controlled Substances Act
to require electronic communication
service providers and remote com-
puting services to report to the Attor-
ney General certain controlled sub-
stances violations, dated July 20, 2023.

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to S. 1199, a bill to
combat the sexual exploitation of chil-
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dren by supporting victims and pro-
moting accountability and trans-
parency by the tech industry, dated
July 20, 2023.

I, Senator RON WYDEN, intend to ob-
ject to proceeding to S. 1207, a bill to
establish a National Commission on
Online Child Sexual Exploitation Pre-
vention, and for other purposes, dated
July 20, 2023.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
have eight requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 20,
2023, at 9 a.m., to conduct a hearing on
a nomination.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, July 20, 2023, at 10 a.m.,
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 20, 2023, at
9:30 a.m., to conduct a subcommittee
hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, July 20, 2023, at 9:30 a.m., to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet in executive session dur-
ing the session of the Senate on Thurs-
day, July 20, 2023, at 10:30 a.m.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 20,
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct an execu-
tive business meeting.
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
The Special Committee on Aging is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, July 20,
2023, at 9:30 a.m., to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HEALTH CARE
The Subcommittee on Health Care of
the Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, July 20, 2023, at 10
a.m., to conduct a hearing.

———

ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, JULY 21, 2023

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that
when the Senate completes its business
today, it adjourn to then convene for
pro forma session only, with no busi-
ness being conducted, at 6:30 a.m. on
Friday, July 21, 2023; further, that
when the Senate adjourns on Friday,
July 21, it stand adjourned until 3 p.m.
on Tuesday, July 25; that on Tuesday,
following the prayer and pledge, the
Journal of proceedings be approved to
date, the morning hour be deemed ex-
pired, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
following the conclusion of morning
business, the Senate resume consider-
ation of Calendar No. 119, S. 2226; fur-
ther, that at 5:30 p.m. the Senate vote
on the Cornyn No. 931 and the Rounds
No. 813 amendments in the order listed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. For the information
of the Senate, Members should expect
two rollcall votes beginning at 5:30
p.m. on Tuesday.

—————

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 6:30 A.M.
TOMORROW

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask that it stand ad-
journed under the previous order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 4:54 p.m., adjourned until Friday,
July 21, 2023, at 6:30 a.m.

———

CONFIRMATION
Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate July 20, 2023:
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

DAVID M. UHLMANN, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE AN ASSIST-
ANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTEC-
TION AGENCY.
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

RECOGNIZING MS. BRENDA RIGBY
RIEHLE FOR HER DEDICATION
AND PUBLIC SERVICE TO ALLE-
GANY COUNTY

HON. NICHOLAS A. LANGWORTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Brenda Rigby Riehle for her
over 31 years of service to the residents of Al-
legany County. Back in my district, Allegany
County is holding its 178th County Fair, and
keeping with tradition, the County Legislature
has moved its meeting to the Fairs main
stage to recognize members of the community
for their good work. | am proud to join them
from the Halls of Congress to recognize Alle-
gany County Legislative Clerk Brenda Rigby
Riehle for her many years of dedicated service
and continued work on behalf of the good
people of this community.

Ms. Riehle is an example of good public
service, and for over 3 decades she has
helped keep the trains running on time in Alle-
gany County. She is well respected by her col-
leagues, and as a testament to her longevity
and success has served through the tenure of
6 Board Chairmen to date. She has gone be-
yond the normal duty of her station to rep-
resent interests of Allegany County by serving
as both a Delegate and Resolutions Com-
mittee Co-Chair of the Inter-County Associa-
tion of Western New York for 18 years. Ms.
Riehle is a current member and former Presi-
dent and Treasurer of the New York State As-
sociation of Clerks and County Legislative
Boards. For the last 6 years, she has served
on the New York State Association of Coun-
ties Standing Committee on Intergovernmental
Affairs.

Active in the community, Ms. Riehle is a
proud member of the Wellsville Area Profes-
sional Businesswomen: a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides scholarships to local grad-
uates and support to local county organiza-
tions. A mother to 6, and grandmother to 10,
she is an active, 15-year member of the Gen-
esis Bible Church. | am pleased to join the Al-
legany County Legislature and community in
recognizing Brenda Rigby Riehle for her years
of service and dedication to the community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
cast my vote for the following 22 amendments/
bills on July 19, 2023 due to an unforeseen
circumstance. Had | been present, | would
have voted: “YEA” on Roll Call No. 339 (On
Motion to Recommit—H.R. 3941); “NAY” on
Roll Call No. 340 (On Passage—H.R. 3941);

“AYE” on Roll Call No. 341 (Langworthy of
New York Amendment No. 10); “NO” on Roll
Call No. 342 (Feenstra of lowa Amendment
No. 27); “AYE” on Roll Call No. 343
(Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania Amendment No.
29); “NO” on Roll Call No. 344 (Gosar of Ari-
zona Amendment No. 33); “NO” on Roll Call
No. 345 (Miller of lllinois Amendment No. 35);
“NO” on Roll Call No. 346 (Miller of lllinois
Amendment No. 36); “NO” on Roll Call No.
347 (Huizenga of Michigan Amendment No.
44); “NO” on Roll Call No. 348 (Issa of Cali-
fornia Amendment No. 47); “NO” on Roll Call
No. 349 (Jackson of Texas Amendment No.
48); “NO” on Roll Call No. 350 (Kean of New
Jersey Amendment No. 50); “NO” on Roll Call
No. 351 (McClintock of California Amendment
No. 62); “NO” on Roll Call No. 352 (Miller of
lllinois Amendment No. 64); “NO” on Roll Call
No. 353 (Miller of lllinois Amendment No. 65);
“NO” on Roll Call No. 354 (Obernolte of Cali-
fornia Amendment No. 68); “NO” on Roll Call
No. 355 (Ogles of Tennessee Amendment No.
69); “NO” on Roll Call No. 356 (Ogles of Ten-
nessee Amendment No. 70); “NO” on Roll
Call No. 357 (Owens of Utah Amendment No.
71); “NO” on Roll Call No. 358 (Perry of
Pennsylvania Amendment No. 73); “NO” on
Roll Call No. 359 (Perry of Pennsylvania
Amendment No. 74); and “NO” on Roll Call
No. 360 (Perry of Pennsylvania Amendment
No. 75).

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF
MARYANNE GEIVETT TEBEDO

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to honor the life of Mrs. MaryAnne Geivett
Tebedo, who died of natural causes on Feb-
ruary 13, 2023 at the age of 87. Mrs. Tebedo
was a tireless champion for Colorado Springs.

MaryAnne had a truly significant career as a
public servant. She served in the Colorado
State House of Representatives for 6 years
and served 12 years in the Colorado State
Senate. MaryAnne’s passion for serving her
community was evident in the legislation that
she championed. She worked to create a bet-
ter environment for growing businesses, help-
ing her constituents cut through the red tape
of an overbearing government bureaucracy,
and above all, defending the Constitution, es-
pecially second amendment rights. as she
worked to expand the concealed carry law in
Colorado.

One of her most impressive accomplish-
ments was rewriting and clarifying the Colo-
rado Preneed Law to optimally protect Colo-
rado’s residents and to provide a clear and
concise wording that could be uniformly ob-
served by the state’s deathcare providers.
This legislation is still in place today.

Mr. Speaker, | had the honor of serving with
MaryAnne in the Colorado General Assembly.

| always found her to be sincere, warm, dedi-
cated to her constituents and to Colorado, and
a delight to work with.

MaryAnne and her husband, Donald Tebedo
had six children—Kevin, Ronald, Thomas,
Christine, Karen, and Linda June.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues in
Congress join me in honoring the life of
MaryAnne Geivett Tebedo, who diligently and
effectively served her God, community, family,
and Colorado’s 5th Congressional District.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. CAROL WEYLAND CONNER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and lasting contributions of
Dr. Carol Weyland Conner. Passing away at
the age of 80, Dr. Conner leaves behind an in-
delible legacy of service to California and the
Contra Costa community.

Dr. Conner was born in 1942, on a Pawnee
American Indian Reservation in Oklahoma to 2
educators. Her family later moved to Min-
nesota and to Visalia, California, where she
graduated as the valedictorian of her high
school. This was only the start of Dr. Conner’s
journey in education and community service.
She studied English literature at the University
of California, Berkeley; French Literature at
Sorbonne in Paris; medieval studies at Johns
Hopkins University; and earned a Ph.D. in
clinical psychology from Catholic University.

Driven by her passion for service, Dr.
Conner served her community as a Volunteer
Counselor with Mother Teresa’s Missionaries
of Charity and as a Clinical Psychologist as-
sisting Walnut Creek residents for over 25
years. Dr. Conner's commitment to her com-
munity and California was also expressed
through her efforts to develop new models of
volunteer community service.

Dr. Conner’s innovation left a lasting impact
on food rescue programming. In 2013, Dr.
Conner founded the White Pony Express, an
organization which provides fresh, high-quality
food and clothing to 90 local nonprofits. This
critical nonprofit has evolved into | of the larg-
est food rescue programs in California, deliv-
ering 18 million meals since its founding.

Dr. Conner's commitment to California was
not only expressed through her leadership of
the White Pony Express, but also in her
founding of the Following Francis program.
Through Following Francis, Dr. Conner worked
to provide underserved communities with qual-
ity clothes, shoes, groceries, books, edu-
cational tools, and more. As a result of Dr.
Conner’s diligence and dedication, Following
Francis now serves Myrtle Beach, District of
Columbia, Los Angeles, and Bay Area com-
munities.

In addition to her community leadership, Dr.
Conner exemplified the spirit of altruism and
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Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.




E700

innovation in all areas of her life. Her vital
work serving communities across America has
helped provide the resources and services
necessary to give children and families the op-
portunity to thrive. Dr. Conner duly received
the Jefferson Award from San Francisco CBS
television station KPIX, the Threads of Hope
Award from Diablo Magazine, and was named
a Hometown Hero by the Contra Costa Times.
In 2019, the California AARP awarded Dr.
Conner with the prestigious Andrus Award for
Community Service, for her lifelong dedication
to serving the people of California.

Dr. Conner’s enduring spirit will live on in
her stepchildren, grandchildren, niece, grand-
niece, grandnephew, and the communities she
dedicated her life to serving. | would like to ex-
tend my deepest sympathies to Dr. Conner’s
loved ones. | know that they, along with the
people of Contra Costa County, join me in
celebrating her life and legacy.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
GARY J. PRESTON

HON. NICHOLAS A. LANGWORTHY

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to join the community in recognizing the
honor, service, and achievement of U.S. Navy
Veteran Gary J. Preston. New York’s Southern
Tier has a proud tradition of service; home to
many veterans and veteran families who know
firsthand of the patriotism and sacrifice of our
men and women in the United States Military.
Today | am proud to join the Allegany County
Legislature in thanking Mr. Preston for his pa-
triotism, dedication, and exemplary service to
the United States.

Born and raised in Belmont, New York,
Petty Officer 3rd Class Gary J. Preston en-
tered into service on April 5, 2006, during
which he served across the globe in Iraq, 2
tours in Afghanistan, Bahrain, Croatia and
Spain. As an Advanced Builder, Designated
Marksman, Convoy Gunner and Forward Op-
erations Base Officer in Charge—Gary Pres-
ton demonstrated courage in the face of great
danger. He served with distinction—and was
awarded a series of awards and medals in-
cluding the Navy and Marine Corps Com-
mendation Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, and Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal just to name a few.

The freedom and opportunity that Ameri-
cans enjoy exists because of the men and
women who defend our nation in our Military.
Safe at home in our warm beds, it is too easy
to forget that around the world a special few
have stood up to defend our democracy, our
values, and our freedom. | am honored to join
in the celebration of Mr. Preston’s service and
achievement here from the Halls of Congress.
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HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF COLONEL MARTIN JAMES
ZICKERT, USAF, RETIRED, OF
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA

HON. BILL POSEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, | want to take a
moment to recognize the life and service of
Colonel Martin James Zickert, USAF, Retired,
of Vero Beach, Florida, a constituent who
sadly passed away earlier this month. He was
a pillar in the Indian River County veteran
community who volunteered much of his time
to serving our local veterans and military fami-
lies.

Martin Zickert, or “Marty”, as he was best
known, was born in Greenwood, Wisconsin on
February 13, 1941. While attending college,
he was signed with the Milwaukee Braves
minor league team as a catcher and in 1962,
he decided to serve our nation the U.S. Air
Force.

In the Air Force, Marty flew KC-135's be-
fore moving to the F—4E fighter jet during the
Vietnam War. He and his family were sta-
tioned at Clark Air Force Base, Shaw Air
Force Base, MacDill Air Force Base and
Spangdahlem Air Base in Germany, where he
became the Base Commander. He retired to
Florida in 1992 and in 2001 settled in Vero
Beach, Florida.

Marty took an active role in the Veterans
Council of Indian River County building volun-
teer transportation services to the VA hospital
for disabled and elderly veterans, assisting
homeless veteran families with housing and
economic assistance, and helping to establish
the Veteran Center and Store. Marty was also
a long-time member of my Veterans Advisory
Council.

Marty did his undergraduate studies at Delta
State University and attended graduated
school at Golden Gate University, Air War Col-
lege and Air Command and Staff College. He
was the medal recipient of the Legion of Merit,
Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with one
Oak Leaf Cluster, Air Force Outstanding Unit
Award with Valor Device and five Oak Leaf
Clusters, Vietnam Service Medal with 3 De-
vices and many others.

| ask my colleagues to join me in saluting
Colonel Martin James Zickert for his many
years of service to our Nation and commu-
nities, and express our gratitude, and condo-
lences, to his family, for their service and for
the loss of their loved one.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF JOHN A. “JACK” GLORIOD

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. John A.
“Jack” Gloriod, who died of natural causes on
February 18, 2023, at the age of 75.

Jack Gloriod’'s entire life was lived in devo-
tion to God and country through military serv-
ice. Jack was born at Fort Benning, Georgia
on November 22, 1947. He grew up as an
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Army brat, living all over the world. After grad-
uating High School in Salt Lake City, Utah, he
attended the United States Military Academy
at West Point, where he ran track for three
years, was part of the sky-diving club, played
football, and was the top player in the chess
club all four years. He graduated in 1969 with
a Bachelor of Science and branched Field Ar-
tillery. After graduation, Jack went to Ranger
School in Florida.

After serving in Vietnam as a Lieutenant, he
married Rebecca Horton. Together, they
raised daughters Karine Gloriod Pignatiello
and Vivi Gloriod. His family legacy includes
grandsons  Brighton Narvaez, Sawyer
Narvaez, and Jack Pignatiello.

Jack had a successful military career of 25
years, earning a purple heart, 3 bronze stars,
and retiring as a Colonel. While in the Army,
he continued his education graduating from
the Chilean Mountain Warfare School, the
Army War College, and Boston University
where he received his master's degree in
business. After the Army, Jack and Becky built
a successful Real Estate Brokerage and
helped countless people “Invite Success into
their Homes.” As a civilian, Jack was pas-
sionate about giving back to his community
which included being the senior warden at St.
George’s Anglican Church, serving on the
board of many companies like Pyxant Labs
and offering his assistance to The Home Front
Cares, now the Home Front Military Network.

Colorado’s 5th Congressional District has
lost a true Christian warrior and patriot. | ask
that my colleagues stand and honor a man
whose entire life was devoted to “service be-
fore self.”

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RUBEN GALLEGO

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday |
missed a vote on Amendment No. 10 to the
Securing Growth and Robust Leadership in
American Aviation Act, H.R. 3935, because of
the birth of my child. Had | been present on
the House Floor, | would have voted AYE. The
amendment strikes Section 546, which weak-
ens the current training requirements for peo-
ple applying for airline transport certificates.
The 1500 Hours of Pilot Training Time Rule is
a critical piece of aviation safety for both pas-
sengers and crew. Allowing for additional sim-
ulator time in lieu of real-world, in-flight experi-
ence unnecessarily degrades air safety stand-
ards. For that reason, | oppose Section 546
and support Amendment No. 10.

———

RECOGNIZING MR. JEFFREY ARNO
MARKS FOR HIS DEDICATION TO
ALLEGANY COUNTY

HON. NICHOLAS A. LANGWORTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LANGWORTHY. Mr. Speaker, it is my
privilege to rise today and recognize Mr. Jef-
frey Arno Marks of Friendship, New York for
his longstanding commitment to the commu-
nity. The Southern Tier of New York is an in-
credible place to live because of the close and
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caring community that we all cherish. Vol-
unteerism, community minded business, and
an attitude of service sets him apart and has
earned him the respect of his community.

Today the Allegany County Legislature is
honoring Mr. Marks at the County Fair
Grounds Legislative Meeting, and | am proud
to join them today from the Halls of Congress.
Mr. Marks is a father, an active civic leader,
and a community pharmacist who has served
the community for over 3 decades. His interest
began in his youth watching his mother work
at the same pharmacy, where he saw how im-
portant the community pharmacy service was
to rural Allegany County. Just 1 year after
graduating from Farris State University, Mr.
Marks bought Friendship Pharmacy where he
has continued to own and operate it for the
last 30 years.

Mr. Marks is a civic leader—he is an Eagle
Scout, a Friendship Rotary five-time Club
President and a multi-Paul Harris Fellow
awardee. He is an active 3rd Degree Mason
in the Free and Accepted Masons, a member
of the Sons of the American Legion Post No.
1168 Squadron, and member of the United
Methodist Church of Friendship. He is a proud
father of 3 daughters, Amanda, Emily and
Olivia. His eldest daughter is an optometrist,
another generation dedicated to healthcare—
and together they have provided 300 pairs of
glasses to people in need in Uganda. | am
pleased to join the Allegany County Legisla-
ture and the community in recognizing Mr. Jef-
frey Arno Marks for his years of service and
dedication to the community.

RECOGNIZING MR. LANNIE CORBIN
HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Lannie Corbin, the City Man-
ager for the City of Niceville, Okaloosa Coun-
ty, Florida. On July 31, 2023, Mr. Corbin will
be retiring after more than 52 years of service
to the City of Niceville. A native of Northwest
Florida, Mr. Corbin began his civic service as
City Clerk in August 1971. He was then ap-
pointed City Manager/City Clerk in 1972, a po-
sition he has held since. Mr. Corbin is the
longest-serving city manager in the history of
the State of Florida.

During his tenure, Mr. Corbin has been in-
strumental in improving the quality of life in
Niceville and the surrounding area. One of his
many great accomplishments includes negoti-
ating with local landowners to cede a portion
of their land to the city, enabling the city to
more than double its size. This led to
Nicevilles population growing from 4,300 resi-
dents in 1972 to over 16,000 today.

Lannie Corbin helped bring increased-qual-
ity-of-life projects to Niceville, such as the Tur-
key Creek Nature Trail, Lions Park, the
Niceville Senior Center, the Twin Oaks Multi-
use Sports Complex, the Children’s and Spray
Parks, and multiple city parks, such as Meigs
and Rocky Runway Commons. He also
brought a new complex to the city to house its
administrative offices, the police headquarters,
community center, and the Children’s Park.

One of his greatest achievements was the
establishment of Niceville’s first public library.
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This led him to champion the first-ever cooper-
ative effort in Okaloosa County by forming the
Okaloosa County Library Cooperative, uniting
6 cities with the county, enabling them to in-
crease the resources available to all the resi-
dents of our county.

I, along with all of Northwest Florida, thank
Niceville City Manager Corbin for his dedica-
tion to public service and commitment to im-
proving the quality of life in the city for all its
residents and visitors. His lifelong service ex-
emplifies the very best of Northwest Florida.

On behalf of the United States House of
Representatives, | am privileged to recognize
City Manager Lannie Corbin on the occasion
of his retirement. | thank him for his service
and offer my best wishes to him and to his
family.

———

OPPOSITION TO LEADED AVIATION
FUEL PROVISIONS IN H.R. 3935,
THE SECURING GROWTH AND RO-
BUST LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | voted in
favor of H.R. 3935, the Securing Growth and
Robust Leadership in American Aviation Act to
reauthorize and improve important aviation
programs in order to move the measure for-
ward to the Senate. While there was much
good in the bill, | opposed provisions in the
underlying bill calling for continued use of
leaded aviation fuel. 1 was pleased to work
with the House Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture Committee on securing improvements to
this language in the manager's amendment,
which we believe will protect my constituents
from exposure to leaded fuel used by small
aircraft. The Senate should further improve
these provisions on continued use of leaded
avgas before the bill comes back to the House
for negotiations.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
cast my vote for the following 6 resolutions on
July 18, 2023 due to an unforeseen cir-
cumstance. Had | been present, | would have
voted: “NAY” on Roll Call No. 333 (on pas-
sage of H.J. Res. 68); "NAY” on Roll Call No.
334 (on passage of H.J. Res. 70); “NAY” on
Roll Call No. 335 (on passage of H.J. Res.
74); “NAY” on Roll Call No. 336 (on passage
of H.J. Res. 71); “NAY” on Roll Call No. 337
(on passage of H.J. Res. 79); and “YEA” on
Roll Call No. 338 (on passage of H. Con. Res.
57).
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HON. KAY GRANGER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable
to attend votes due to circumstances beyond
my control. Had | been present, | would have
voted NAY on Roll Call No. 339; YEA on Roll
Call No. 340; NAY on Roll Call No. 341; YEA
on Roll Call No. 342; YEA on Roll Call No.
343; YEA on Roll Call No. 344; YEA on Roll
Call No. 345; YEA on Roll Call No. 346; YEA
on Roll Call No. 347; YEA on Roll Call No.
348; YEA on Roll Call No. 349; YEA on Roll
Call No. 350; NAY on Roll Call No. 351; YEA
on Roll Call No. 352; YEA on Roll Call No.
353; YEA on Roll Call No. 354; YEA on Roll
Call No. 355; YEA on Roll Call No. 356; YEA
on Roll Call No. 357; YEA on Roll Call No.
358; NAY on Roll Call No. 359; and NAY on
Roll Call No. 360.

HONORING AGNES BEARD
HON. JAMES COMER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mrs. Agnes Marie Beard of the 1st Dis-
trict of Kentucky who turned 100 years old on
July 7th. This momentous occasion gives us
the opportunity to reflect upon the extraor-
dinary life and achievements of Mrs. Beard, a
cherished member of our community.

Born on July 7, 1923, in Columbia, Ken-
tucky, Agnes Marie Beard has witnessed the
passing of an entire century, filled with signifi-
cant milestones and transformations.

Throughout her life, Mrs. Beard has exem-
plified the values that make Kentucky great.
She has been a devoted wife to her loving
husband and a caring mother to her three chil-
dren. Her dedication to her family has been
the cornerstone of her life. Her unwavering
commitment to them and our community is in-
spiring.

| join with everyone in Russell County and
throughout the Commonwealth who has had
the privilege of knowing her to celebrate her
fearless spirit. | am honored to represent Mrs.
Beard and wish her a happy 100th birthday.

————

SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST

LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2023

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to reauthorize
and improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation programs,
and for other purposes:

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Chair, | would like to in-
clude in the RECORD the following letter in op-
position to Section 813 of H.R. 3935.



E702

JULY 18, 2023.

DEAR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: We write to
urge you to oppose the weakening of a law
that protects the millions of sports fans and
spectators who attend professional and colle-
giate sporting events each year. The current
statutory ban on aircraft—including un-
manned aircraft systems (“UAS’) or
drones—flying over large stadium sporting
events throughout the country provides nec-
essary safety and security protections
against real and potential threats.

We are deeply concerned about section 813
of the House version of the Federal Aviation
Administration (‘““FAA’”) Reauthorization
Act. If adopted, the language would establish
a broad and complex waiver program that
would permit countless aircraft to fly near
and over stadiums during games, putting
millions of fans at risk, and unnecessarily
so. Congress wisely eliminated a similar
waiver program back in 2003, after discov-
ering troubling and persistent failures, gaps,
and vulnerabilities in the process for con-
ducting background checks and issuing waiv-
ers.

The FAA first established flight restric-
tions over large stadium sporting events im-
mediately following the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, in response to concerns
about terrorists using aircraft as weapons.
Congress subsequently twice codified and
strengthened these restrictions, providing
specific criteria for aircraft operations per-
mitted within the flight restricted area. Sec-
tion 813 would effectively eliminate the spe-
cific criteria and replace it with an open-
ended waiver program.

The long-standing, congressionally man-
dated flight restriction enhances the safety
and security of large stadium events, while
minimizing the disruption to the National
Airspace System (‘“NAS’’). Specifically, air-
space over large stadiums—with a seating
capacity of 30,000 people or more and where
NFL, MLB, and NCAA Division 1 football
games or major motor speedway events, such
as NASCAR and INDYCAR races, are taking
place—is closed to all aircraft from one hour
before until one hour after a major sporting
event. The flight restrictions extend to three
nautical miles from the center of the sta-
dium and from the surface to 3,000 feet above
the stadium. The flight restrictions do not
apply to authorized aircraft, such as Depart-
ment of Defense, law enforcement or air am-
bulance flight operations, or those in contact
with air traffic control for take offs and
landings at nearby airports, among others.

Having devoted substantial resources to se-
cure our stadiums on the ground, we regard
the stadium flight restriction as essential to
safeguarding the airspace overhead. More-
over, given the proliferation of UAS in our
NAS, as well as the continuing need to re-
main vigilant to other current and emerging
risks, the stadium flight restriction is as
vital now as ever to our national security
and public safety. We believe section 813
complicates the airspace over stadiums,
compromises public safety and security, and
courts potential disaster.

We, therefore, urge you to uphold current
law and maintain existing flight restrictions
that protect the safety and security of mil-
lions of fans who attend large stadium sport-
ing events every year.

Sincerely,
CATHY LANIER,

Chief Security Officer,
National Football
League.

DAVID THOMAS,

Vice President, Secu-
rity and Ballpark
Operations, Major
League Baseball.

BILL RHODES,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extenszons
Managing Director,
Security, National

Association for Stock
Car Auto Racing.
DAN GAVITT,
Senior Vice President,
National Collegiate
Athletic Association.

————

SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST

LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. KEN CALVERT

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2023

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to reauthorize
and improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation programs,
and for other purposes:

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
support of H.R. 3935, the Securing Growth
and Robust Leadership in American Aviation
Act. This bill will allow the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) to address critical mod-
ernizations and aviation personnel shortages
and provide the FAA with the tools necessary
to continue its mission of providing the safest,
most efficient aerospace system in the world.

| would also like to thank Chairman GRAVES
for his hard work and leadership in bringing
this bill to the floor.

Amendment No. 89, which | am a cospon-
sor, would direct the Comptroller General to
conduct a study on the closure of the Banning
Municipal Airport in Banning, California. The
amendment is critically important to the local
community including the Morongo Band of
Mission Indians.

After a 2016 independent analysis con-
cluded that the airport lacked the infrastructure
and amenities to compete regionally, the Ban-
ning City Council voted in support of closing
the airport; however, FAA approval must be
obtained before this can happen.

Closing the Banning Airport will allow the
city to redevelop the area, providing a much-
needed economic boost to Riverside County
and the region at large. This amendment is an
important step in starting this process.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIMMY GOMEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, on July 19, 2023,
| was not recorded on Roll Call vote No. 356.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“NAY” on Roll Call No. 356.

of Remarks July 20, 2023

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF DR. MILTON CARLYLE
DEWHIRST, MD

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to honor the life and legacy of Dr. Milton
Carlyle Dewhirst, MD, who died of natural
causes February 13, 2023, at the age of 89.
Dr. Dewhirst was not only a pillar of the Pike’s
Peak region as a successful and generous
family practice doctor and medical examiner,
his faith and zeal for the Lord were
foundational for the spiritual climate in Colo-
rado Springs and set a model for family values
and Christian citizenship. Dr. Milton Dewhirst
truly helped make the culture of the 5th Con-
gressional District as beautiful as our natural
surroundings.

After graduating from the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln in 1954 and from Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine in Houston, Texas in 1958,
Dr. Dewhirst completed his Medical Internship
at the Balboa Naval Hospital in San Diego,
California. He then received flight training in
Pensacola, Florida, followed by service as a
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner at the U.S.
Naval Air Station. Brunswick, Maine.

In 1963, as a Diplomat of American Board
of Family Practice, Dr. Dewhirst began a solo
family medical practice. In 1972 he founded
Family Practice Associates PC. He also treat-
ed patients at Penrose, Memorial, and Saint
Francis Hospitals. Many Colorado Springs
families were blessed to have Dr. Dewhirst as
their life-long Family Doctor—from delivering
their babies to treating the elderly. After 43
years, he retired from Family Practice in 2001
and continued as an FAA Senior Medical Ex-
aminer until 2019.

Dr. Dewhirst was not only a family doctor,
but a devoted family man. He married his high
school sweetheart LaBerta Phillips on August
6, 1954. They were married for 68 years. To-
gether, the Dewhirsts raised 5 children—
Debra Rayburn, Rebecca Lathrop, Miles
Dewhirst, Angela Simmons, and Christine Van
Raaphorst. Their legacy continues with 15
grandchildren and 29 great grandchildren. Mil-
ton’s commitment to marriage and family ex-
tended into his service as an Elder at Village
Seven Presbyterian Church, where he was ac-
tive in teaching Bible Studies and Evangelism.

At a time when families and marriages in
our culture are struggling at heeding the words
of Jesus, that “a wise man build his house
upon a rock.” Dr. and Mrs. Dewhirst blessed
Colorado Springs as a model and mentor for
families instilling Biblical values and consist-
ency in serving medical, spiritual, and rela-
tional needs. The Dewhirst legacy goes be-
yond his own family into the countless families
that he influenced and that also continue to
“puild their house upon a solid rock.”
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SECURING GROWTH AND ROBUST

LEADERSHIP IN AMERICAN
AVIATION ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. MIKE JOHNSON

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 19, 2023

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3935) to amend
title 49, United States Code, to reauthorize
and improve the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration and other civil aviation programs,
and for other purposes:

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. | wish to in-
clude in the RECORD the following letter from
the National Football League, Major League
Baseball, the National Association for Stock
Car Auto Racing, and the National Collegiate
Athletic Association expressing opposition to
Section 813 of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration Reauthorization Act.

JULY 18, 2023.

DEAR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS: We write to
urge you to oppose the weakening of a law
that protects the millions of sports fans and
spectators who attend professional and colle-
giate spotting events each year. The current
statutory ban on aircraft—including un-
manned aircraft systems (“UAS”’) or
drones—flying over large stadium sporting
events throughout the country provides nec-
essary safety and security protections
against real and potential threats.

We are deeply concerned about section 813
of the House version of the Federal Aviation
Administration (“FAA”) Reauthorization
Act. If adopted, the language would establish
a broad and complex waiver program that
would permit countless aircraft to fly near
and over stadiums during games, putting
millions of fans at risk, and unnecessarily
so. Congress wisely eliminated a similar
waiver program back in 2003, after discov-
ering troubling and persistent failures, gaps,
and vulnerabilities in the process for con-
ducting background checks and issuing waiv-
ers.

The FAA first established flight restric-
tions over large stadium sporting events im-
mediately following the terrorist attacks of
September 11, 2001, in response to concerns
about terrorists using aircraft as weapons.
Congress subsequently twice codified and
strengthened these restrictions, providing
specific criteria for aircraft operations per-
mitted within the flight restricted area. Sec-
tion 813 would effectively eliminate the spe-
cific criteria and replace it with an open-
ended waiver program.

The long-standing, congressionally man-
dated flight restriction enhances the safety
and security of large stadium events, while
minimizing the disruption to the National
Airspace System (’NAS’’). Specifically, air-
space over large stadiums—with a seating
capacity of 30,000 people or more and where
a NFL, MLB, and NCAA Division 1 football
games or major motor speedway events, such
as NASCAR and INDYCAR races, are taking
place—is closed to all aircraft from one hour
before until one hour after a major sporting
event. The flight restrictions extend to three
nautical miles from the center of the sta-
dium and from the surface to 3,000 feet above
the stadium. The flight restrictions do not
apply to authorized aircraft, such as Depart-
ment of Defense, law enforcement or air am-
bulance flight operations, or those in contact
with air traffic control for take offs and
landings at nearby airports, among others.

Having devoted substantial resources to se-
cure our stadiums on the ground, we regard
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the stadium flight restriction as essential to
safeguarding the airspace overhead. More-
over, given the proliferation of UAS in our
NAS, as well as the continuing need to re-
main vigilant to other current and emerging
risks, the stadium flight restriction is as
vital now as ever to our national security
and public safety. We believe section 813
complicates the airspace over stadiums,
compromises public safety and security, and
courts potential disaster.

We, therefore, urge you to uphold current
law and maintain existing flight restrictions
that protect the safety and security of mil-
lions of fans who attend large stadium sport-
ing events every year.

Sincerely,
CATHY LANIER,

Chief Security Officer,
National Football
League.

DAVID THOMAS,

Vice President, Secu-
rity and Ballpark
Operations, Major
League Baseball.

BILL RHODES,

Managing Director,
Security, National
Association for Stock
Car Auto Racing.

DAN GAVITT,

Senior Vice President,
National Collegiate
Athletic Association.

———

HONORING FRANCES METCALF ON
THE OCCASION OF HER 99TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. LISA C. McCLAIN

OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mrs. MCCLAIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Frances Metcalf, who will be cele-
brating the milestone of her 99th birthday to-
morrow. It is a distinct honor to pay tribute to
Frances, who like many other women made
substantial contributions to the war effort dur-
ing World War 1.

IN 1943, Frances worked tirelessly to earn
a job at one of the General Motors plants in
East Cleveland, Ohio. There, she assisted in
manufacturing air duct assemblies for over 75
Boeing B—29 Superfortress aircrafts which
were crucial to U.S. military operations for
over 20 years. She worked there until she was
old enough to serve in women’s branch of the
United States Naval Reserve.

In 1944, the recruitment age for all female
volunteers was 20 years old. That same year,
Frances turned 20—and shortly thereafter, she
enlisted to serve as a naval nurse in Brooklyn,
New York. Many ‘Rosie the Riveters’ followed
the same route in service to the homefront,
and ultimately, were integral to U.S. victory.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and honoring Frances Metcalf
on her 99th birthday. | am beyond proud to
serve her in Congress and to have her in our
community. The crucial contributions of her
and many other women should never be for-
gotten in our community.

E703
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, had | been
present, | would have voted YEA on roll call
No. 295.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MRS. ALEITA HUGUENIN

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and lasting contributions of
Mrs. Aleita Huguenin. Passing away at the
age of 77, Mrs. Huguenin leaves behind an in-
delible legacy as an educator, mentor, activist
and friend.

Born in Durango, Colorado in 1946, to 2
teachers, Mrs. Huguenins love for education
and learning flourished from a young age. In
the late 1960s, she moved with her family to
Walnut Creek, beginning what would become
a lifelong residency in California. After earning
her bachelor's degree from San Francisco
State University, Mrs. Huguenin began teach-
ing elementary and middle school in the
Mount Diablo Unified School District of Con-
cord, California. Throughout her tenure as a
teacher, she demonstrated a steadfast dedica-
tion to her students and strived to ensure they
had the resources necessary. to achieve their
full potential.

Driven by her passion for activism and sin-
cere belief in the importance of collective bar-
gaining, Mrs. Huguenin served as the presi-
dent of her local teacher’s union, leading her
fellow teachers in their first strike. Her critical
work as a grassroots organizer and commu-
nity leader, left an everlasting mark not only
on Contra Costa County, but also California.
For more than 40 vyears, Mrs. Huguenin
served her country and community with an un-
wavering sense of justice and fairness. She
consistently advocated for women’s rights and
equality for all, never failing to stand up for
others and uphold the democratic values our
country was founded on.

While exhibiting leadership as a community
leader and advocate, Mrs. Huguenin also
played a pivotal role in the California Teachers
Association. For over 2 decades, Mrs.
Huguenin impacted thousands of California
educators. teaching them how to effectively
serve future generations of students. As part
of her critical work transforming California’s
education system, Mrs. Huguenin spear-
headed the founding of the California Teach-
ers Association Summer Institute, an innova-
tive training program helping teachers learn
how best to address the ever-changing needs
of today’s students.

In addition to her leadership in the edu-
cation and community organizing fields, Mrs.
Huguenin exemplified the spirit of altruism and
innovation in all areas of her life. Mrs.
Huguenin will be remembered not only for her
decades of service to Contra Costa students
and California teachers, but also for her gen-
uine spirit of kindness and compassion. She
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left an everlasting mark on her friends, stu-
dents, mentees, and the greater California
education system.

Mrs. Huguenin’s enduring spirit will live on
in her husband, son, 2 granddaughters, step-
son, brother, sister-in-law, and nephew. |
would like to extend my deepest sympathies
to Mrs. Huguenin’s loved ones. | know that
they, along with the people of Contra Costa
County, join me in celebrating her life and leg-
acy.

HONORING DR. JAMES PROCHASKA

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 20, 2023

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. James Prochaska. James (Jim)
O. Prochaska was an internationally renowned
expert on behavior change and co-developer
of the transtheoretical (stages of change)
model that revolutionized our prevention and
treatment of health problems. He died on July
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9, 2023, after a special week with family and
friends on Star Island.

Born on August 6, 1942, into modest sur-
roundings, Dr. Prochaska achieved the Amer-
ican Dream of education, excellence, and
service. He earned his baccalaureate, mas-
ter’s, and doctorate in clinical psychology from
Wayne State University. He was a Professor
of Psychology at the University of Rhode Is-
land from 1969 and founding Director of the
Cancer Prevention Research Consortium
there. Dr. Prochaska had over 50 years of
psychotherapy experience in a variety of set-
tings and consulted to a host of clinical and
research organizations. He was the principal
investigator on grants from the National. Insti-
tutes of Health totaling over $90 mill ion and
was recognized by the Association of Psycho-
logical Science as one of the most cited au-
thors in psychology.

His 50 book chapters and 300+ scholarly ar-
ticles focused on self-change, health pro-
motion, and  psychotherapy from a
transtheoretical perspective, the subject of his
professional book, The Transtheoretical Ap-
proach, and his 2 popular self-help books,
Changing for Good and Changing to Thrive.

July 20, 2023

An accomplished speaker, he offered work-
shops and keynote addresses throughout the
world.

Among his numerous awards were the Ro-
salie Weiss Award from the American Psycho-
logical Association, Innovators Award from the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Beckham
Award for Excellence in Education and Inspi-
rational Leadership from Columbia University,
and the Fries Health Education Award from
the Society for Public Health Education.

He was the first psychologist to win a Medal
of Honor for Clinical Research from the Amer-
ican Cancer Society and he was recognized
as one of the top 3 preeminent clinical psy-
chologists of the modern era in the Archives of
Scientific Psychology.

Dr. Prochaska’s ultimate accomplishments,
however, were helping millions of people ef-
fectively change their behavior and estab-
lishing his loving family. For decades, Jim
made his home in Rhode Island before retiring
to California with his wife, Jan, so that they
could be closer to their 2 children (Jason, Ju-
dith/Jodi) and their 5 grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in hon-
oring Dr. James Prochaska.
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Dazily Digest

Senate

Chamber Action
Routine Proceedings, pages $3437-53500

Measures Introduced: Fifty-five bills and three res-
olutions were introduced, as follows: S. 2403—2457,
S. Res. 305306, and S. Con. Res. 16.

Pages S3458-60

Measures Reported:

S. 2437, making appropriations for the Depart-
ments of Transportation, and Housing and Urban
Development, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2024. (S. Rept. No. 118-70)

S. 2438, making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of State, foreign operations, and related pro-
grams for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2024.
(S. Rept. No. 118-71)

S. 2443, making appropriations for energy and
water development and related agencies for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2024. (S. Rept. No.
118-72) Page S3457

Measures Passed:

250th Anniversary of the United States Marine
Corps Commemorative Coin Act: Senate passed
H.R. 1096, to require the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint coins in commemoration of the 250th Anni-
versary of the United States Marine Corps, and to
support programs at the Marine Corps Heritage Cen-
ter. Page S3451

50th Anniversary of Hip Hop: Senate agreed to
S. Res. 305, commemorating the 50th anniversary of
hip hop and designating August 11, 2023, as “Hip
Hop Celebration Day”, designating August 2023 as
“Hip Hop Recognition Month”, and designating

November 2023 as “Hip Hop History Month”.
Page S3451

Measures Considered:

National Defense Authorization Act—Agree-
ment: Senate continued consideration of S. 2226, to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2024 for mili-
tary activities of the Department of Defense, for
military construction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe military per-

sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, taking action on
the following amendments proposed thereto:
Pages S3444-51

Adopted:

By 85 yeas to 14 nays (Vote No. 194), Cruz
Amendment No. 926 (to Amendment No. 935), to
prohibit the export or sale of petroleum products
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve to certain enti-
ties. (Pursuant to the order of Wednesday, July 19,
2023, the amendment having achieved 60 affirma-
tive votes, was agreed to.) Pages S3444-45

Reed (for Scott (FL)) Amendment No. 510 (to
Amendment No. 935), to provide for drone security.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Romney) Amendment No. 823 (to
Amendment No. 935), to end the treatment of the
People’s Republic of China as a developing nation.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Sinema/Kelly) Amendment No. 315 (to
Amendment No. 935), to provide for the assumption
of full ownership and control of the International
Outfall Interceptor in Nogales, Arizona, by the
International Boundary and Water Commission.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Grassley/Durbin) Amendment No. 273
(to Amendment No. 935), to improve a provision re-
lating to a report on progress on a multi-year strat-
egy and plan for the Baltic Security Initiative.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Blackburn) Amendment No. 224 (to
Amendment No. 935), to provide funding for wom-
en’s health to support initiatives for mobile mam-
mography services for women veterans.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Moran/Warnock) Amendment No. 949
(to Amendment No. 935), to ensure access to com-
missary and exchange privileges for remarried
spouses of members of the Armed Forces.

Pages S3449-51

Reed (for Baldwin) Amendment No. 685 (to
Amendment No. 935), to provide for an enhanced
domestic content requirement for navy shipbuilding
programs. Pages S$3449-51

Rejected:

By 13 yeas to 71 nays (Vote No. 195), Lee
Amendment No. 376 (to Amendment No. 935), to
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limit the availability of funds for the support of
Ukraine. Pages S3448-49
Pending:
Schumer (for Reed/Wicker) Amendment No. 935,
in the nature of a substitute. Page S3444
Schumer Amendment No. 936 (to Amendment
No. 935), to add an effective date. Page S3444
A unanimous-consent-time agreement was reached
providing that it be in order to call up the following
amendments to the bill: Cornyn Amendment No.
931, Rounds Amendment No. 813, Warnock
Amendment No. 199; that with respect to the
amendments listed above, at a time to be determined
by the Majority Leader, in consultation with the Re-
publican Leader, Senate vote on or in relation to the
amendments in the order listed, with no further
amendments or motions in order, and with 60-af-
firmative votes required for adoption, and that there
be two minutes equally divided prior to each vote.
Page S3448
A unanimous-consent agreement was reached pro-
viding that Senate resume consideration of the bill
at approximately 3 p.m., on Tuesday, July 25, 2023;
and that at 5:30 p.m., Senate vote on or in relation
to Cornyn Amendment No. 931, and Rounds
Amendment No. 813, in the order listed. Page $3500

Nomination Confirmed: Senate confirmed the fol-
lowing nomination:

By 53 yeas to 46 nays (Vote No. EX. 193), David
M. Uhlmann, of Michigan, to be an Assistant Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

Pages S3437-44

Messages from the House: Page S3456
Measures Referred: Page S3456
Enrolled Bills Presented: Page S3456

Executive Communications: Pages S3456-57

Executive Reports of Committees: Pages S3457-58

Additional Cosponsors: Pages S3460-61

Statements on Introduced Bills/Resolutions:
Pages S3461-64

Additional Statements: Page S3456

Amendments Submitted: Pages S$3464-S3500

Notices of Intent: Page S$3500

Authorities for Committees to Meet: Page S3500

Record Votes: Three record votes were taken today.
(Total—195) Pages S3444-45, S3448-49

Adjournment: Senate convened at 10 a.m. and ad-
journed at 4:54 p.m., until 6:30 a.m. on Friday, July
21, 2023. (For Senate’s program, see the remarks of
the Majority Leader in today’s Record on page
S3500.)
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Committee Meetings

(Committees not listed did not meet)

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Appropriations: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

An original bill (S. 2443) entitled, “Energy and
Water Development Appropriations Act”;

An original bill (S. 2438) entitled, “State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Appropriations
Act”; and

An original bill (S. 2437) entitled, “Transpor-
tation, Housing and Urban Development, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act”.

NOMINATION

Committee on Armed Services: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine the nomination of Lieutenant
General Timothy D. Haugh, USAF, to be general
and Director, National Security Agency/Chief, Cen-
tral Security Service Commander, United States
Cyber Command, Department of Defense, after the
nominee testified and answered questions in his own

behalf.
BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Armed Services: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported 2,699 nominations in the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force.

DEPOSIT INSURANCE REFORM

Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs:
Committee concluded a hearing to examine perspec-
tives on deposit insurance reform after recent bank
failures, after receiving testimony from Emily
DiVito, Roosevelt Institute, New York, New York;
Thomas J. Fraser, First Mutual Holding Company,
Lakewood, Ohio; and Andrew Olmem, Mayer Brown
LLP, Washington, D.C.

NOAA OVERSIGHT

Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation: Sub-
committee on Oceans, Fisheries, Climate Change,
and Manufacturing concluded an oversight hearing
to examine the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration budget, after receiving testimony
from Rick Spinrad, Under Secretary for Oceans and
Atmosphere, and Administrator, and Rear Admiral
Nancy Hann, Director, Office of Marine and Avia-
tion Operations, and Director, Commissioned Officer
Corps, both of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, Department of Commerce.

WRDA

Committee on Environment and Public Works: Com-
mittee concluded a hearing to examine the Water
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Resources Development Act, focusing on non-Federal
stakeholder views, after receiving testimony from
Dina Aryan-Zahlan, Port of Los Angeles, San Pedro,
California; Tony Pratt, Delaware Bay Beach Associa-
tion, Lewes, on behalf of the American Shore and
Beach Preservation Association; Joel Paulsen, Metro
Flood Diversion Authority, Fargo, North Dakota;
and Chris Blanchard, Cooper Consolidated, Convent,
Louisiana.

U.S. TRANSPLANT SYSTEM

Committee on Finance: Subcommittee on Health Care
concluded a hearing to examine the urgent need to
reform the U.S. transplant system, focusing on the
cost of inaction, after receiving testimony from
Molly McCarthy, Organ Procurement and Transplan-
tation Network, Redmond, Washington; Matthew
D. Wadsworth, Life Connection of Ohio, Kettering;
Raymond J. Lynch, Pennsylvania State College of
Medicine, Hershey; Donna Cryer, Global Liver Insti-
tute, Washington, D.C.; and LaQuayia Goldring,
Louisville, Kentucky.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions:
Committee ordered favorably reported S. 2333, to
reauthorize certain programs under the Public
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Health Service Act with respect to public health se-
curity and all-hazards preparedness and response,
with amendments.

BUSINESS MEETING

Committee on the Judiciary: Committee ordered favor-
ably reported the following business items:

S. 359, to amend title 28, United States Code, to
provide for a code of conduct for justices of the Su-
preme Court of the United States, with an amend-
ment; and

The nomination of Julia Kathleen Munley, to be
United States District Judge for the Middle District
of Pennsylvania.

HOUSING ACCESSIBILITY AND
AFFORDABILITY

Special Committee on Aging: Committee concluded a
hearing to examine housing accessibility and afford-
ability for older adults and people with disabilities,
after receiving testimony from Jenny Schuetz, Brook-
ings Metro, Washington, D.C.; Alison Cannington,
The Kelsey, San Francisco, California; Rick Wajda,
Indiana  Builders  Association,  Fishers;  and
Domonique Howell, Liberty Resources Inc, Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania.

House of Representatives

Chamber Action

Public Bills and Resolutions Introduced: 58 pub-
lic bills, H.R. 4762-4819; and 6 resolutions, H.
Con. Res. 59; and H. Res. 604—608 were intro-
duced. Pages H3886-89

Additional Cosponsors: Pages H3891-92

Reports Filed: There were no reports filed today.

Guest Chaplain: The prayer was offered by the
Guest Chaplain, Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., Grace
Baptist Church of Germantown, Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania. Page H3861

Securing Growth and Robust Leadership in
American Aviation Act: The House passed H.R.
3935, to amend title 49, United States Code, to re-
authorize and improve the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration and other civil aviation programs, by a yea-
and-nay vote of 351 yeas to 69 nays, Roll No. 364.

Pages H3863-74

Agreed to:

Graves (MO) en bloc amendment No. 4 con-
sisting of the following amendments printed in
part A of H. Rept. 118-147: Manning (No. 60)
that adds a Sense of Congress on FAA engagement
with HBCUs and MSIs on aviation workforce devel-
opment; Manning (No. 61) that requires the FAA
Administrator to report to Congress on implementa-
tion of the FAA Youth Access to American Jobs in
Aviation Task Force’s recommendations on increas-
ing access to information and enhancing collabora-
tion; Quigley (No. 85) that clarifies requirements of
the joint DoD and FAA dynamic scheduling airspace
system pilot program and requires a report to Con-
gress on the impact of dynamic scheduling and man-
agement of special activity airspace and special use
airspace; Rouzer (No. 87) that clarifies adoption of
the Aeromedical Innovation and Modernization
Working Group’s findings and creates a Medical
Portal Modernization Task Group, comprised of
working group members, to study creating a portal
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for pilots to track the status of their medical applica-
tion; Rouzer (No. 88) that prohibits DOT procure-
ment of drones from certain foreign adversaries, in-
cluding China and Russia; Ruiz (No. 89) that re-
quires the Comptroller General to conduct a study
on the closure of the Banning Municipal Airport in
Banning, California; Scott (GA) (No. 90) that revises
Sec. 483 (Engagement Events) to increase the num-
ber of annual events the FAA must convene to en-
gage with aviation-impacted communities in each
geographic region of the Administration from one to
two; Self (No. 91) that provides a feasibility study
to determine what the cost would be to harden sat-
ellites that contribute to U.S. aerospace navigation;
Sherrill (No. 92) that mandates an FAA study with-
in 180 days that researches prior instances and na-
tional security implications of airborne incidents or
misrepresentations  of  domestically  launched,
unbeaconed, unmanned free balloons and the tech-
nical efficacy of putting an electronic emitter on-
board said launches; Steil (No. 93) that directs the
FAA to update FAA Order 7031.2C to lower the re-
mote radar bright display scope installation require-
ment from 30,000 annual itinerant operations to
15,000; Thompson (No. 94) that requires the De-
partment of Transportation and National Academies
to conduct a study on the loss of commercial air
service in small communities throughout the coun-
try, and to provide recommendations on how to re-
store service to these communities; Williams (No.
99) that conducts a study of surface surveillance sys-
tems that are operational as of the date of enactment
of this Act; Yakym (No. 100) that extends the air
traffic control maximum hiring requirement through
Fiscal Year 2028; Smith (NJ) (No. 101) that re-
quires the President or his designee to certify off-
shore wind projects in the North Atlantic and Mid
Atlantic Planning Area will not compromise radar or
create risks to aviation and space activities; Boebert
(No. 102) that requires the report on future electric
grid resiliency in the underlying bill to also be made
available to the American people on a public
website; Boebert (No. 103) that requires the report
on telework in the underlying bill to also be made
available to the American people on a public
website; and Beyer (No. 104) that commissions
study to modernize aeronautical standards (by a re-
corded vote of 348 ayes to 57 noes, Roll No. 361).

Pages H3863-68, H3871-72

Rejected:

Perry amendment (No. 76 printed in part A of H.
Rept. 118-147) that sought to strike sections 206
and 207 relating to N number restrictions (by a re-
corded vote of 64 ayes to 329 noes, Roll No. 362);
and Pages H3868-69, H3872
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Perry amendment (No. 77 printed in part A of H.
Rept. 118-147) that sought to strike the telework
provisions in the underlying bill and applies the
SHOW UP Act (H.R. 139) telework restrictions to
the FAA (by a recorded vote of 195 ayes to 226
noes, Roll No. 363). Pages H3869-71, H3872-73

H. Res. 597, the rule providing for consideration
of the bills (H.R. 3935) and (H.R. 3941) was agreed
to Tuesday, July 18th.

Agreed that in the engrossment of the bill, the
clerk be authorized to correct section numbers, punc-
tuation, spelling, and cross-references and to make
such other technical and conforming changes as may
be necessary to reflect the actions of the House.

Page H3874

Meeting Hour: Agreed by unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today, it adjourn to meet
at 11 a.m. on Monday, July 24th. Page H3874

Senate Referrals: S. 70 was held at the desk. S. 460
was held at the desk. S. 794 was held at the desk.
S. 1308 was held at the desk. Page H3884

Senate Message: Message received from the Senate
today appears on page H3884.

Quorum Calls—Votes: One yea-and-nay vote and
three recorded votes developed during the pro-
ceedings of today and appear on pages H3871-72,
H3872, H3872-73, and H3873-74.

Adjournment: The House met at 9 a.m. and ad-
journed at 12:40 p.m.

Committee Meetings

HEARING ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF
THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Committee on the Judiciary: Select Subcommittee on
the Weaponization of the Federal Government held
a hearing entitled “Hearing on the Weaponization of
the Federal Government”. Testimony was heard from
D. John Sauer, Special Assistant Attorney General,
Louisiana Department of Justice; and public wit-
nesses.

LEGISLATIVE MEASURES

Committee on Natural Resources: Subcommittee on Fed-
eral Lands held a hearing on legislation on Military
and Veterans in Parks (MVP) Act; H.R. 1786, the
“GROW Act”; H.R. 1829, to require the Secretary
of Agriculture to convey the Pleasant Valley Ranger
District Administrative Site to Gila County, Ari-
zona; and H.R. 2468, the “Mountain View Corridor
Completion Act”. Testimony was heard from Rep-
resentatives Kiggans of Virginia, Levin, Crane, and
Owens; Frank Lands, Deputy Director for Oper-
ations, National Park Service, Department of the In-
terior; Jacqueline Emanuel, Associate Deputy Chief,
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U.S. Forest Service, Department of Agriculture;
Woody Cline, Chairman, Board of Supervisors, Gila
County, Arizona; Lisa Wilson, Deputy Director of
Engineering and Operations, Department of Oper-
ations, Utah; and public witnesses.

VA CONTRACTING: CHALLENGES IN
COMPETITION AND CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs: Subcommittee on Over-
sight and Investigations; and Subcommittee on
Technology Modernization held a joint hearing enti-
tled “VA Contracting: Challenges in Competition
and Conflicts of Interest”. Testimony was heard from
Michael Parrish Chief Acquisition Officer and Prin-
cipal Executive Director Office of Acquisition, Logis-
tics and Construction, Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION’S PRC
STRATEGY

Select Committee on the Strategic Competition Between the
United States and the Chinese Communist Party: Full
Committee held a hearing entitled “The Biden Ad-
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ministration’s PRC Strategy”. Testimony was heard
from Ely Ratner, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Indo-Pacific Security Affairs, Department of Defense;
Daniel J. Kritenbrink, Assistant Secretary of State
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs, Department of
State; and Thea Rozman Kendler, Assistant Secretary
of Commerce for Export Administration, Depart-
ment of Commerce.

Joint Meetings

No joint committee meetings were held.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR FRIDAY,
JULY 21, 2023

(Committee meetings are open unless otherwise indicated)

Senate
No meetings/hearings scheduled.
House

No hearings are scheduled.
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Next Meeting of the SENATE Next Meeting of the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
6:30 a.m., Friday, July 21 11 a.m., Monday, July 24
Senate Chamber House Chamber

Program for Friday: Senate will meet in a pro forma  Program for Monday: House will meet in Pro Forma
session. session at 11 a.m.
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